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GS2
Polity

PROMOTION OF INDIAN LAN-
GUAGES

Source: The Hindu

Context: 
The Ministry of Education constituted a high-powered com-
mittee, the Bharatiya Bhasha Samiti for the promotion of 
Indian languages.

Objective of the committee:
● Preparing an action plan for the growth of Indian 

languages as prescribed under the National Educa-
tion Policy (NEP) 2020.

Key focus areas for promoting Indian languages:
● Bilingual: Prepare teachers to be bilingual.
● Qualification: Incorporating languages as a qualifi-

cation.

Importance of language development: 
● Improving the medium of communication.
● Developing contemporary literature or content
● Generation of new words is a continuos process.
● Adopting to Technology: As 2,000 to 3,000 languag-

es that didn’t adapt to print technology disappeared
● Developing Teaching and learning material.
● Accessing Patronage: which can be from corporates, 

society and governments.

How will it create Job opportunities?
Only 10.4 % know English. Multinationals as well as corpo-
rates and governments need to communicate in local lan-
guages in order to increase their reach. Thus creating oppor-
tunities for,

● Interpreters
● Translators: In tourism, there will be a need for 

translators
● Technology tools: such as apps are now being de-

veloped in local languages which will open more av-
enues.

Power of states: 
● There is flexibility given to States to choose the lan-

guages under the three-language formula. 

NEP Push for Sanskrit:
● The Central Sanskrit University: developing simple, 

standard Sanskrit which can be used as a medium of 
instruction and communication. 

● Sanskrit Knowledge Systems: Reservoir of knowl-
edge in Sanskrit texts, which will be researched and 
published and made accessible.

Three-Language Formula (by Kothari Committee)

The formula as enunciated in the 1968 National Policy Res-
olution provided for the study of “Hindi, English and mod-
ern Indian language (preferably one of the southern lan-
guages) in the Hindi speaking states and Hindi, English and 
the Regional language in the non-Hindi speaking States”.

Insta Links:
NEP 2020

Mains Link:
Q. National Electronic Policy 2020 is in conformity with 
Sustainable Development Goals-4 (2030). It intended 
to restructure and re-orient the education system in 
India. Critically examine the statement. (UPSC 2020)

THE MEDIATION BILL, 2021
Source: The Hindu

Context: 
The Mediation Bill, 2021 was introduced in the Rajya Sabha 
with the Parliamentary Standing Committee being tasked 
with a review of the Bill.

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/interview/no-language-has-been-prescribed-by-the-national-education-policy-chamu-krishna-shastry/article65963104.ece/amp/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/social-justice/issues-related-to-education-sector/new-education-policy/key-highlights-of-the-nep/
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/explained-the-mediation-bill-2021/article65967986.ece/amp/
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Parliamentary Committee recommendations on 
the bill:

● Institutionalizing mediation
● Establishing the Mediation Council of India.

Laws containing mediation provisions:
● Code of Civil Procedure, 1908
● Arbitration and Conciliation Act, 1996
● Companies Act, 2013
● Commercial Courts Act, 2015
● Consumer Protection Act, 2019

Need for Mediation:
● Mediation and Conciliation Project Committee of 

the Supreme Court of India: It describes mediation 
as a tried and tested alternative for conflict resolu-
tion.

● India is a signatory to the Singapore Convention on 
Mediation: It is appropriate to enact a law governing 
domestic and international mediation.

● Lowering the burden of the judiciary: over 3 crore 
cases are pending in regular courts

Aim of the bill: 
• To promote, encourage, and facilitate mediation, es-

pecially institutional mediation.
• To resolve disputes, commercial and otherwise.

Key features of the Bill:
• Mandatory mediation: Before litigation. 
• Rights of litigants: It safeguards the rights of litigants 

to approach competent adjudicatory forums/courts 
for urgent relief. 

• Mediation Settlement Agreement (MSA): It will be 
legally enforceable and can be registered with the 
State/district/taluk legal authorities within 90 days.

• Mediation council of India: The Bill establishes the 
Mediation Council of India and also provides for 
community mediation.

Concerns with the Bill:
● Pre-litigation mediation is mandatory for both par-

ties before filing any suit or proceeding in a court, 
whether or not there is a mediation agreement be-
tween them.

○ However, this may lead to denial of jus-
tice: Mediation should just be voluntary and 
making it otherwise would amount to the 
denial of justice.

● Clause 26 ( it gives power to the supreme court or 
the High court to make laws of pre-litigation accord-
ing to them.)is unconstitutional: The Committee ob-

jected to this clause. 
● Conducting cross-border mediation in India: It will 

exclude the tremendous benefits of worldwide en-
forceability.

● Non-Applicability to Non-Commercial Disputes: 
The parliamentary members questioned the non-ap-
plicability of the provisions of the Bill to disputes/
matters of non-commercial nature involving the 
Government and its agencies.

Conclusion: 
In order to enable a faster resolution of disputes, the Bill 
should be implemented after discussion with stakeholders.

Insta Links:
A Bill that could alter the mediation landscape

Mains Links:
Q. Critically analyze the provisions of the Mediation Bill, 
2021.

THE CRITERION FOR SC STATUS
Source: The Hindu

Context: 
The government has set up a 3 member commission headed 
by former CJI K.G Balakrishnan to study the possibility of 
according SC status to Dalits who have converted to religions 
other than Buddhism and Sikhism.

The law in the present form: The Constitution (Scheduled 
Castes) Order 1950 provides that only those belonging to 
Hindu, Sikh and Buddhist communities can be categorised 
as SCs. Originally it was limited to only Hindus. However sub-
sequent amendments in 1956 and 1990 included Sikhs and 
Buddhists respectively.

Government’s stand:
● Union government: In 2019 rejected the possibility 

of including Dalit Christians as members of SCs.
● Imperial Order of 1936: Classified a list of the De-

pressed Classes and specifically excluded “Indian 
Christians” from it.

Why are Dalit Christians excluded?
● The practice of “untouchability: It was a feature 

of the Hindu religion and its branches, not Islam or 
Christianity.

● The Registrar General of India: It had cautioned the 
government that SC status is meant for communities 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/01/13/insights-into-editorial-a-bill-that-could-alter-the-mediation-landscape/
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/explained-the-criterion-for-sc-status/article65973273.ece/amp/
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suffering from social disabilities arising out of the 
practice of untouchability.

● A mandate in rules for inclusion: It was framed in 
1999 and requires RGI approval.

○ An amendment to include Buddhist con-
verts as SCs was passed in 1990.

● Clause (2) of Article 341 for inclusion: Dalits who 
converted to Islam or Christianity belonged to dif-
ferent caste groups, as a result of which they cannot 
be categorised as a “single ethnic group(required 
for inclusion)”.

Case for inclusion:
● Several Independent Commission reports have doc-

umented the existence of caste and caste inequali-
ties among Indian Christians and Indian Muslims.

● Casteism: Even in Sikhism and Buddhism, casteism is 
not present and yet they have been included as SCs.

● Advocate representing Dalit Christian bodies: Em-
pirical evidence did not exist for including Sikh or 
Buddhist converts either and yet they were includ-
ed as SCs.

Registrar General of India:
● Established in 1949 under the Ministry of Home Af-

fairs.
● To develop a systematic collection of statistics on 

the size of the population, its growth, etc.
● Later, this office was also entrusted with the respon-

sibility of implementing of Registration of Births and 
Deaths Act, of 1969 in the country.

● It arranges, conducts and analyses the results of the 
demographic surveys of India including the Census 
of India and Linguistic Survey of India.

Insta Links:
Scheduled Caste
National Commission for Scheduled Castes

Mains Links:
Q. Whether the National Commission for Scheduled 
Castes (NCSC) can enforce the implementation of con-
stitutional reservation for the Scheduled Castes in reli-
gious minority institutions. Examine. (UPSC 2018)

Prelims Links:
Q. With reference to National Commission for Sched-
uled Castes (NCSC), consider the following statements;

1. It is a statutory body that works to safeguard the in-
terests of the scheduled castes (SC) in India.

2. The Commission has powers to set up special courts 
for the speedy trial of offences under the Civil Rights 
Act.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Ans: (b)

Justification:
● National Commission for Scheduled Castes (NCSC) 

is a constitutional body that works to safeguard the 
interests of the scheduled castes (SC) in India.

● Article 338 of the constitution of India deals with 
this commission.

● A key monitoring activity performed by the Commis-
sion pertains to the setting up of special courts for 
the speedy trial of offences under the Civil Rights Act 
and the Atrocities Act.

PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEES, 
THEIR LEADERS AND THEIR ROLE 

IN LAW-MAKING

Source: Indian Express

Context: 
Recently, 22 Standing Committees were reorganised.

Parliamentary Standing Committees are permanent com-
mittees, it is constituted every year, and work continuously 
as against non-permanent Ad-hoc committees

The necessity of Parliamentary Standing Commit-
tees (PSC): 

•	 For upholding government accountability: In-
creased volume of work, time constraints, dis-
ruptive changes, and complexity of work make 
Parliament not very effective in upholding the ac-
countability of the executive.

o PSC through detailed scrutiny increases 
the Parliament’s ability to scrutinize gov-
ernment policies and help in the informed 
debate in the legislature. 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/social-justice/issues-related-to-sc-st/scheduled-caste/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/social-justice/issues-related-to-sc-st/national-commission-for-scheduled-castes/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-politics/parliament-committees-and-their-role-in-law-making-8191768/
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o E.g. Personal Data protection bill was sent 
to the joint parliamentary committee for 
detailed review

•	 For upholding Fiscal prudence: PSC examines bud-
getary allocations for various departments and 
other policies of the government. It ensures fiscal 
economy and efficiency in public expenditure

o Parliamentary Standing Committee on 
Defence last year pointed out that over 
35% lower allocation on defence may im-
pair the Armed forces’ weapon acquisition 
plans

•	 For free and non-partisan debate: PSC provides 
the Platform for ‘closed door’ meetings and mem-
bers are not bound by party whips, thus allowing 
them the latitude for a more meaningful exchange 
of views.

•	 For protecting citizens’ rights e.g. the Parliamenta-
ry Standing Committee on Information Technology 
grilled two Twitter India representatives this year 
(2021) over concerns about safeguarding people’s 
rights on the social media platform.

•	 For all-around engagement with relevant stake-
holders: E.g. On the subject of demonetization, 
the RBI governor was summoned by the Finance 
Committee. 

o E.g. on Net neutrality and Surrogacy bill, 
the Standing committee conducted a 
widespread discussion with several stake-
holders

•	 For acting as the link between Parliament and the 
People and between Administration and the Par-
liament: PSC seeks Public feedback to make laws 
more holistic and farsighted. 

•	 PSC acts as Mini-Parliament: The members 
represent smaller units of MPs from both Houses, 
and across political parties. 

o They are not bound by populist demand, 
remain informal and work away from pub-
lic and media glare. Thus they are better 
suited for providing holistic and non-biased 
advice and scrutiny of the bills.

Measures to reform PSC functioning:
•	 Committee referrals: It should be made mandatory 

for all the bills and budgets to be examined by PSC 
by convention

o For this rules of procedure in both Lok 
Sabha and Rajya Sabha be amended

•	 Increase the tenure: Some constitutional experts ar-
gue to increase the PSC tenure from 1 year to two 
years, to give them more time and gain more exper-
tise in their respective areas.

•	 Expert support for committees: Institutional re-
search and expert support will allow committees to 
better scrutinize the bills and recommend innova-
tive solutions to the government 

•	 Mandatory Discussion of all major reports: Major 

committee reports should be discussed in Parlia-
ment esp. for the reports where there is a disagree-
ment between a Committee and the government.

•	 NCRWC recommended Periodic Review of 
PSC: DRSCs should be periodically reviewed on their 
utility

•	 Recommendation of former President Pranab 
Mukherjee: Parliamentary Standing Committees 
should scrutinize Ministries that are not audited by 
PAC

Conclusion:
Thus strengthening the committee system and bringing 
changes in the passage of bills will ensure greater quality 
of legislative work and minimize potential implementa-
tion challenges. Also, concerned ministers should be made 
to appear before the committee to explain and defend the 
government policies (as is done in other countries). This will 
help in ensuring Representativeness, Responsiveness, and 
Accountability in the Parliamentary working.

Insta Links
Parliamentary Standing Committee

Mains Link:
What are Parliamentary Standing committees? Why 
are they necessary? Discuss their roles and functions 
to bring out their significance.

Prelims Link:
Q. With reference to the Parliament of India, which of 
the following Parliamentary Committees scrutinizes 
and reports to the House whether the powers to make 
regulations, rules, sub-rules, by-laws, etc. conferred 
by the Constitution or delegated by the Parliament are 
being properly exercised by the Executive within the 
scope of such delegation? (2018)
(a) Committee on Government Assurances
(b) Committee on Subordinate Legislation
(c) Rules Committee
(d) Business Advisory Committee

Answer: B

Governance 
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STRENGTHENING THE CSR 
FRAMEWORK 

Source: The Hindu 

Context: 
Since the establishment of the CSR regime in India under 
Section 135 of the Companies Act 2013, CSR spending in 
India has risen from ₹10,065 crores in 2014-15 to ₹24,865 
crores in 2020-21.

Issues with CSR data for companies:
•	 There is no data to verify whether the increase is 

commensurate with the increase in profits of Indian 
and foreign (having a registered arm in India) com-
panies. 

● Zero spending: There were 2,926 companies in 
2020-21 with zero spending on CSR.

● Prescribed limit: Companies spending less than the 
prescribed limit of 2% rose from 3,078 in 2015-16 to 
3,290 in 2020-21. 

● Participation: There was also a decline in the num-
ber of companies participating in CSR.

● Private companies have registered their own foun-
dations/trusts: To which they transfer the statutory 
CSR budgets for utilization. 

○ It is unclear if this is allowed under the Com-
panies Act/CSR rules.

Other issues:  
● Ashoka University’s Center for Social Impact and 

Philanthropy: It says that 54% of CSR companies are 
concentrated in Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu, Karnata-
ka and Gujarat (receiving the largest CSR spending)

○ The populous Uttar Pradesh and Madhya 
Pradesh receive little.

● Only 9% was spent on the environment compared 
to education(37%) and health and sanitation(29%).

● The Standing Committee on Finance observed that 
the information regarding CSR spending by compa-
nies is insufficient and difficult to access.

Suggestions: 
● National-level platform centralized by the MCA: 

Where all States could list their potential CSR-admis-
sible projects so that companies can assess where 
their CSR funds would be most impactful across In-
dia.

● Invest India’s ‘Corporate Social Responsibility Proj-
ects Repository’ on the India Investment Grid (IIG): 
It can serve as a guide for impactful efforts.

● Companies need to prioritize environmental resto-
ration: In the area where they operate, earmarking 
at least 25% for environmental regeneration.

● Involvement of locals: All CSR projects should be 
selected and implemented with the active involve-
ment of communities, district administration and 
public representatives.

Insta Links:
CSR funding of NGOs
Corporate Social Responsibility

Mains Link:
Q. How can the role of NGOs be strengthened in India 
for development works relating to the protection of 
the environment? Discuss throwing light on the major 
constraints. (UPSC 2015)

Social Justice

IS TN’S BREAKFAST SCHEME POP-
ULIST OR PERTINENT?

Source: The Hindu

Context: 
Tamil Nadu government recently launched the breakfast 
scheme catering to 1,14,095 primary school students from 
1,545 government schools.

Aim: 
To help students attend school hunger-free and improve 
their nutritional status.

Status of India on nutrition and education:
● Global Food Security Index 2021: India is ranked 71 

out of 113 countries
● Global Hunger Index 2021: 101 out of 116 countries
● Human Development Index 2021: 132 out of 191 

countries
● Schooling: India’s mean years of schooling stood at 

just 6.7 years in 2020-21.
● Inequality in education: India has among the high-

est levels of inequality in education. 

Status of nutrition in Tamil Nadu: 
About 10% of children aged 5-9 years were stunted in 2018; 
higher level of underweight children (23%) than in Kera-
la (21%), and 19% of children were malnourished (BMI for 
age), which was higher than Kerala (16% ) 

Need for the scheme:

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/strengthening-the-csr-framework-is-a-profitable-idea/article65976864.ece/amp/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/09/08/csr-funding-of-ngos/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/10/30/corporate-social-responsibility/
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/is-the-chief-ministers-breakfast-scheme-in-tamil-nadu-populist-or-pertinent/article65966695.ece/amp/
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● Mid-day meals are not enough as breakfast is equal-
ly important for the growth and nutrition of a child

● Falling human development performance as com-
pared to developed countries. 

● The educational disruption caused by COVID-19: It 
will help increase enrolment in schools. 

● Article 38: To promote the welfare and minimize in-
equalities in income as well as in facilities and op-
portunities among individuals and groups.

Under the scheme, children in government schools from 
Class I to Class V will get nutritious breakfast provided in 
their schools every morning. 
However, critics of the scheme say that the scheme is politi-
cally motivated and have classified it as freebies. 

Conclusion: 
Studies from other countries indicate that free breakfast 
schemes might help increase educational outcomes and like-
ly increase school attendance and improved concentration 
on studies.

Malnutrition: It refers to deficiencies or excesses in nutri-
ent intake, imbalance of essential nutrients or impaired 
nutrient utilization.

Stunting: It is defined as low height-for-age. It is the result 
of chronic or recurrent undernutrition.

Underweight: It is defined as low weight for age.  A child 
who is underweight may be stunted, wasted or both.

Anaemia: It is a condition in which the number of red 
blood cells or their oxygen-carrying capacity is insufficient 
to meet physiological needs.

Insta Links:
Midday meal scheme

Mains Links:
Q. How do subsidies affect the cropping pattern, crop 
diversity and economy of farmers? What is the sig-
nificance of crop insurance, minimum support price 
and food processing for small and marginal farmers? 
(UPSC 2017)

Prelims Links:
Q. With reference to Mid-day Meal scheme, consider 
the following statements:

1. Students up to class VI are guaranteed one nutrition-
al cooked meal at least 200 days a year.

2. The scheme comes under the Ministry of Education.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Ans: (b)

Justification:
● The scheme guarantees one meal to all children in 

government and aided schools and madrasas sup-
ported under Samagra Shiksha.

● Students up to Class VIII are guaranteed one nutri-
tional cooked meal at least 200 days in a year.

● The Scheme comes under the Ministry of education.

MENTAL HEALTH AT WORK
Source: WHO

Context: 
WHO and the International Labour Organization (ILO) have 
called for concrete actions to address mental health con-
cerns in the working population.

Status:
• Over 12bn workdays are lost annually (costing about 

$1 trillion) due to depression and anxiety 
• WHO’s World Mental Health Report 2022 showed 

that of one billion people living with a mental disor-
der in 2019, 15% of working-age adults experienced 
a mental disorder.

• WHO Mental Health Atlas found that only 35% of 
countries reported having national programmes 
for work-related mental health promotion and 
prevention.

• COVID-19 triggered a 25% increase in general anxi-
ety and depression worldwide.

Impact of work on mental health:  
• Work amplifies wider societal issues that negative-

ly affect mental health, including discrimination and 
inequality. 

• Work and Mental Health are closely intertwined: 
Good mental health enables people to work produc-
tively and a good work environment induces good 
mental health.

• Bullying and psychological violence (also known as 
“mobbing”) is a key complaint of workplace harass-
ment that has a negative impact on mental health. 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/03/24/midday-meal-scheme-2/
https://www.who.int/news/item/28-09-2022-who-and-ilo-call-for-new-measures-to-tackle-mental-health-issues-at-work
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o Yet discussing or disclosing mental health 
remains taboo in work settings globally.

Significance of Mental Health at work:
• To uphold human rights
• Achieve SDG 3 on health and SDG 8 on decent work 

for all
• Reduce discrimination 
• Increase labour productivity 

Measures suggested in the guidelines:
• Psychosocial Risk management: Managing worries 

about close ones, their health and safety status, and 
business and societal interests.

• Promote mental health through training and im-
proving mental health literacy

• Supporting those with mental health conditions to 
become productive 

Government Initiatives
• Constitutional Provision: The right to Health (in-

cluding mental healthcare) is a fundamental right 
under Article 21 of the Constitution.

• National Mental Health Program (NMHP) ( To ad-
dress the huge burden of mental disorders and 
shortage of qualified professionals)

• Mental HealthCare Act 2017 (Guarantees every 
affected person access to mental healthcare and 
treatment from services run or funded by the 
government)

• Kiran Helpline (Ministry of Social Justice and 
Empowerment (2020) launched a 24/7 toll-free 
helpline)

 

Insta Links
Towards a stronger Mental Health Strategy
 

Mains Link
Q. Mental health is one of the most neglected social 
issues in India. Comment. (10M)

GS3
Economy

OIL RISES AS OPEC+ AGREE TO 
DEEP CUTS, U.S. STOCKPILES FALL
Source: The Hindu

Context: 
OPEC+ agreed to its deepest cuts to production since the 
2020 COVID pandemic, despite a tight market and opposi-
tion to cuts from the United States and others.

Reasons for the production cut:
•	 Fear of Recession: The 2 million-barrel-per-day 

(BPD) cut from OPEC+ could spur a recovery in oil 
prices that have dropped to about $90 from $120 
three months ago.

•	 Rising US interest rates: mean less investment avail-
able

•	 Stronger Dollars: means less return for petro-
leum-producing countries. 

Impact:
•	 It would become costlier for petroleum-dependent 

countries including India. 
•	 Fear of rising inflation
•	 BOP crisis may escalate for import-dependent coun-

tries with low foreign exchanges e.g. Sri Lanka
However, the real impact of a large cut would be smaller, 
given that some of the members are failing to reach their 
output quotas.

Opposition to the move:
•	 The US will have the midterm congressional elec-

tion and Joe Biden wanted US gasoline prices to be 
low.

•	 Import-dependent developing and developed coun-
tries want the prices to be low to sustain economic 
recovery

About OPEC:
•	 The Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Coun-

tries (OPEC) is a permanent, intergovernmental 
organization, created at the Baghdad Confer-
ence in 1960, by Iran, Iraq, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, and 
Venezuela and headquartered in Vienna, Austria

•	 Mandate: To manage the supply of oil, set the price 
of oil in the world market, and avoid fluctuations 
that might affect the economies of both producing 
and purchasing countries.

•	 Its membership is open to any country that is 
a substantial exporter of oil and which shares 
the ideals of the organization.

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2021/06/09/insights-into-editorial-towards-a-stronger-mental-health-strategy/
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/white-house-calls-opec-plus-supply-decision-shortsighted/article65973395.ece
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The non-OPEC countries which export crude oil are 
termed OPEC-plus countries. E.g. Azerbaijan, Bahrain, Bru-
nei, Kazakhstan, Malaysia, Mexico, Oman, Russia, South Su-
dan and Sudan.

About India:
•	 India is the world’s third-largest consumer of crude 

with 5.35 million barrels per day (mbpd), behind 
the US (21.2mbpd) and China (15.1mbpd).

•	 India imports nearly 85% of its total crude oil con-
sumption every year.

•	 India’s own production has been below 700,000 
barrels per day for a long time.

•	 Iraq remains the largest supplier of Oil for India.
•	 Indian Strategic Petroleum Reserves Ltd (ISPRL), has 

constructed three strategic petroleum reserves in 
huge underground rock caverns at Visakhapatnam 
(1.33 MMT) on the East Coast, and at Mangaluru 
(1.5MMT) and Padur (2.5 MMT) on the West Coast. 

 

Related news:

NOPEC Bill 
Context: The No Oil Producing and Exporting Cartels (NO-
PEC) bill, which passed a Senate committee is intended to 
protect U.S. consumers and businesses from engineered 
oil spikes.

If signed into law, the U.S. attorney general would gain the 
option to sue the oil cartel or its members, such as Saudi 
Arabia, in federal court.

InstaLinks: 
Differences between Brent Crude Oil Vs WTI oil? Read Here 

Mains Link: 
Write a note on India’s Plan for strategic Petroleum reserves. 

REFORMS NEEDED FOR INDIAN 
ECONOMY 

Source: Indian Express

Context:  
Recently people of Chile rejected a draft utopian constitu-
tion — giving free housing, a number of rights and freebies 
that would have led to huge government debt. 

•	 Similar economic decisions have caused current pain 

in Punjab, Sri Lanka, Venezuela, Mexico, and Boliv-
ia.

In this context, what is needed is not freebies and guaran-
teed employment but better wages. And wages will not rise 
without balanced targeting of policy-induced price distor-
tions.

Reforms needed are:
•	 Increase wages: State governments must sustain-

ably create high-paying jobs by raising the produc-
tivity of five places i.e. states, cities, sectors, firms, 
and skills where the country’s wage differentials re-
flect massive productivity differences.

•	 Reduce inequality between States: In the next 20 
years, six states in South and West India will account 
for almost 35 per cent of GDP growth but only 5 per 
cent of population growth because economic com-
plexity breeds higher wages.

•	 Reduce inequality between cities: Hyderabad has a 
higher GDP than Odisha and four times that of J&K. 

•	 Reduce inequality between different sectors: Soft-
ware — an oasis of high firm productivity — employs 
only 0.8 per cent of our labour force but generates 8 
per cent of GDP, 

o While agriculture has 42 per cent of our la-
bour force but only generates 16 per cent 
of GDP. 

o China raised its per capita income 80 times 
in 40 years by moving 700 million people 
from farm to non-farm employment. 

•	 Reduce the huge difference between firms: India’s 
largest and smallest manufacturing companies have 
a 24 times difference in productivity. 

o States that replace deals with rules by re-
ducing regulatory cholesterol will attract 
high-paying jobs.

Other reforms needed for the Indian economy are: 
•	 Increasing Soft skills: Wages are higher for using 

minds than muscles. States with high populations 
of residents with skills in demand will attract more 
high-paying jobs.

•	 Empowered mayors — this pertains to the devolu-
tion of funds, functions, and functionaries. 

•	 Creating the supply that will attract demand (pro-
viding skills to workers in advance for the manufac-
turing boom just like South India did for software 
with its 1980s engineering college deregulation). 

•	 Formalisation — state governments generate more 
than 75 per cent of India’s 67,000 plus complianc-
es, 6,700 plus filings, and 26,410 employer criminal 
provisions. 

•	 A rational HR in the Civil Services — don’t punish 
good performers by promoting bad performers. 

•	 Digitise: Set a 12-month target for paperless and 
cashless for all citizen interfaces by leveraging India’s 
unique stack of digital public goods.

Insta Links
New Code on Wages

https://www.ig.com/en/trading-strategies/brent-crude-vs-wti-oil--what-are-the-key-differences--200625
https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/there-are-no-poor-people-only-people-in-poor-places-8196496/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/11/21/new-code-on-wages-4/
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Mains Links:
Q. Do you think there should be a law to ensure min-
imum wages applicable to all employees across that 
country including sector-specific minimum wages for 
industrial workers? Comment (15M)

Environment

GRADED RESPONSE ACTION 
PLAN

Source: Indian Express

Direction: 
No need to remember/note down all the parameters. Just 
know a few basic points and implementing agency. 

Context: 
Commission for Air Quality Management (CAQM) has re-
cently said that GRAP will be enforced in  Delhi NCR with 
immediate effect to combat deteriorating AQI in the region.

GRAP:  
A graded Response Action Plan is a set of emergency mea-
sures that kick in to prevent further deterioration of air qual-
ity once it reaches a certain threshold. 

Background: 
It is based on a plan that was submitted by the Central Pol-
lution Control Board (CPCB) in November 2016. The GRAP 
was first notified in January 2017 by the Ministry of Environ-
ment, Forest and Climate Change. 

Various stages: 

How is it different this year:
•	 Implementing agency: From 2021 onwards, the 

GRAP is being implemented by the CAQM.
o The orders and directions of the CAQM will 

prevail in case of any conflict between direc-
tions issued by the State governments and 
the CAQM.

•	 Pre-emptive measures: In the version of the GRAP 
2017, measures kicked in after pollution concentra-
tions reached a certain level. 

o This year, measures are pre-emptive and 
will kick in based on forecasts in an attempt 
to prevent the AQI from deteriorating fur-
ther. 

•	 Wider pollutants range: The older version of the 
GRAP was enforced based only on the concentration 
of PM2.5 and PM10. 

o This year, GRAP is being enforced based on 
the AQI, which takes other pollutants also 
into accounts, such as ozone, sulphur diox-
ide and oxides of nitrogen.

•	 Guidelines for the public: The revised GRAP also has 
a set of measures for the public to follow under var-
ious categories of pollution levels.

•	 Also, measures like restriction on BS-III Petrol, con-
struction activities etc. will kick in at the ‘severe cat-
egory’ stage rather than wait till ‘severe+’. 

Mains Links:
Q. What is a graded response action plan (GRAP)? Dis-
cuss the effectiveness of such plans in solving the issue 
of air pollution in cities like Delhi. (250 words)

Prelims Links:

Q. In the context of WHO Air Quality Guidelines, 
consider the following statements (UPSC 2022) 

1. The 24-hour mean of PM2.5 should not exceed 15 ug/m3 
and the annual mean of PM2.5 should not exceed 5 ug/m3. 
2. In a year, the highest levels of ozone pollution occur 
during periods of inclement weather. 
3. PM10 can penetrate the lung barrier and enter the 
bloodstream. 
4. Excessive ozone in the air can trigger asthma. 

Which of the statements given above is correct? 
(a) 1, 3 and 4 
(b) 1 and 4 only 
(c) 2, 3 and 4 
(d) 1 and 2 only 

Answer – B



Weekly Current Affairs Magazine

www.insightsonindia.com 13

As per the new guidelines recommended air quality levels by 
WHO (revised after 16 years), the 24-hour mean of PM2.5 
should not exceed 15 ug/m3 and the annual mean of PM2.5 
should not exceed 5 ug/m3. The highest levels of ozone pol-
lution occur during periods of sunny weather and not during 
inclement weather. PM 2.5 can penetrate the lung barrier 
and PM 10 can only lodge inside the lungs. Excessive ozone 
in the air can cause breathing problems, trigger asthma, re-
duce lung function and cause lung diseases. 

Q. Which of the following are the reasons/factors for 
exposure to benzene pollution? (UPSC 2020)

1. Automobile exhaust
2. Tobacco smoke
3. Wood burning
4. Using varnished wooden furniture
5. Using products made of polyurethane

Select the correct answer using the code given below:
(a) 1, 2 and 3 only
(b) 2 and 4 only
(c) 1, 3 and 4 only
(d) 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5
Answer: D

Science and Technology

5G TECHNOLOGY LAUNCHED
Source: Economic Times

Context: 
Government has launched commercial 5G Services

Key Highlights from the launch event:
•	 PM called the launch “a revolution”: A new India - 

the country is no longer just a consumer of technol-
ogy but a contributor to its development too.

o At the time of the launch of 2G, 3G and 4G 
services, India was dependent on other 
countries. But with 5G, the country is set-
ting foot in a new historical era and is lead-
ing globally.

o 5G technology will provide seamless cover-
age, high data rate, low latency, and high-
ly reliable communications. It will increase 
energy efficiency, spectrum efficiency and 
network efficiency.

•	 5G as technology multiplier: 5G unlocks the poten-
tial of other technologies like Artificial Intelligence, 
the Internet of Things, Robotics, Blockchain, and 
Metaverse.

•	 Other applications: 5G will help in real-time mon-
itoring of disasters, precision agriculture, and min-
imising the role of humans in dangerous industrial 
operations such as in deep mines, and offshore ac-
tivities, the government has underlined.

•	 National Digital Communications Policy 2018: Em-
phasis on integration of digital ecosystem (including 
5G) with economic and societal growth. 

•	 Focus area for India should be: Price of the device, 
digital connectivity, cost of data, and the idea of ‘dig-
ital first’

Demonstration of practical use of 5G services:
•	 Education: 5G facilitate education by bringing teach-

ers closer to students (through effective virtual class-
es), obliviating the physical distance between them. 

•	 Education: A girl from Uttar Pradesh will witness a 
lively and immersive education experience to learn 
about the solar system with the help of Virtual real-
ity and Augmented reality. 

•	 Safety: Safety of workers in an under-con-
struction tunnel of Delhi Metro through 
the creation of a Digital Twin of the tun-
nel in which the construction is to take place.   

What is 5G?
5G is the next generation of mobile broadband that will 
eventually replace, or at least augment 4G LTE connec-
tion.

Features and benefits of the 5G technology:
1. Operate in the millimetre wave spectrum (30-

300 GHz) which has the advantage of sending 
large amounts of data at very high speeds.

2. Operate in 3 bands, namely low, mid and high-
frequency spectrum.

3. Reduced latency (means higher speed) will 
support new applications that leverage the 
power of 5G, the Internet of Things (IoT), and 
artificial intelligence.

4. Increased capacity on 5G networks can minimize 
the impact of load spikes, like those that take 
place during sporting events and news events.

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/telecom/telecom-news/pm-narendra-modi-launches-first-phase-of-5g-services-in-13-cities/articleshow/94576073.cms?from=mdr
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What are the potential health risks of 5G?
To date, and after much research performed, no adverse 
health effect has been causally linked with exposure to wire-
less technologies.

•	 Tissue heating is the main mechanism of 
interaction between radiofrequency fields and 
the human body. Radiofrequency exposure levels 
from current technologies result in negligible 
temperature rise in the human body.

Provided that the overall exposure remains below interna-
tional guidelines, no consequences for public health are an-
ticipated.

What are the international exposure guidelines?
International bodies ( e.g. International Commission on 
Non-Ionizing Radiation Protection ) produce exposure 
guidelines on electromagnetic fields. Many countries 
currently adhere to the guidelines recommended by:
These guidelines are not technology-specific. They cov-
er radio frequencies up to 300 GHz, including the fre-
quencies under discussion for 5G.
International efforts- International Electromagnetic 
Fields (EMF) Project: WHO established the Internation-
al Electromagnetic Fields (EMF) Project in 1996. The 
project investigates the health impact of exposure to 
electric and magnetic fields in the frequency range of 
0-300 GHz and advises national authorities on EMF ra-
diation protection.

InstaLinks:
Do you know what Orthogonal frequency-division multiplex-
ing is? (Read Briefly Here)

Mains Link:
Discuss the significance of 5G technology.

Prelims Link:
Q.With reference to Visible Light Communication 
(VLC) technology, which of the following statements is 
correct? (UPSC 2020)

1. VLC uses electromagnetic spectrum wavelengths 
375 to 780 nm.

2. VLC is known as long-range optical wireless commu-
nication.

3. VLC can transmit large amounts of data faster than 
Bluetooth

4. VLC has no electromagnetic interference.

Select the correct answer using the code given below:

(a) 1, 2 and 3 only
(b) 1, 2 and 4 only
(c) 1, 3 and 4 only
(d) 2, 3 and 4 only
Answer: C

Visible Light Communication (VLC) technology is a wire-
less method that enables high-speed transmission of data 
with visible light. This data is transmitted by modulating the 
intensity of light given off by a light source. The spectrum 
range is 380nm to 750 nm.

VLC is used for short-range indoor environments as light 
waves cannot pass the opaque walls. VLC systems operate 
at optical frequencies and emit no electromagnetic interfer-
ence. 

GS4

ETHICAL VALUES FROM THE LIFE 
OF LAL BAHADUR SHASTRI

Context: 
Lal Bahadur Shastri’s birth anniversary being observed on 
2nd October 

Shastri’s leadership was laden with values and ethics.

Ethical lessons from Shastri Ji’s life:
• Against societal prejudice and discrimination: Shas-

tri was born Lal Bahadur Shrivastava - being against 
the prevailing caste system, he decided to drop his 
surname. 
	 The title ‘Shastri’ refers to a ‘scholar’ or 

a person, adept in the holy scriptures. 
During the adverse situations too, he came 
forward, made himself accountable and 
showed the signs of a true leader- one who 
leads from the front.

• Accountability: He served as the railway minister 
in Jawaharlal Nehru’s Cabinet and was so conscien-
tious that he resigned following a train accident at 
Ariyalur in Tamil Nadu in 1956. 
	His gesture was hailed by all including Neh-

ru, whom he considered his “hero”.
• Leadership Qualities: When the Opposition brought 

a motion of no-confidence against his government 
in September 1964, Shastri candidly accepted its 
successes and failures – thus taking it as construc-

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Orthogonal_frequency-division_multiplexing
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tive criticism.
• Practice before preaching: In 1965, India was em-

broiled in a war with Pakistan and the country was 
facing an acute food shortage. He asked his family 
to give up a meal a day. It is only after he was sure 
that his own family could survive this he announced 
on All India Radio, urging the public to sacrifice one 
meal at least once a week. 

• Moral public and private life: Shastriji had a Chev-
rolet Impala car for official use, which his son once 
used for a drive. When Shastri learned about it, he 
asked his driver to check the distance the car was 
used for and later deposited the money in the gov-
ernment account.

• Believed in “Sheelam Param Bhushanam”: In his 
maiden independence day speech, he had empha-
sized character and moral strength – not only for 
personal growth but for the development of the na-
tion.

MAHATMA GANDHI, THE PEACE-
MAKER

Source: The Hindu

Context: 
The birth anniversary of Gandhi on 2nd Oct.

 In a world facing violence and war, Gandhi’s approach to 
peace becomes relevant. Gandhi considered the problem 
of peace as an ethical instead of a political issue. The letter 
published in Harijan on December 9, 1939, explains Gand-
hi’s psychology as a moral leader at the time of war.

Gandhi’s strategy for peace:
• Struggle for nonviolence and dialogue among na-

tions even during the hard times
	Gandhi was a consistent thinker of peace 

• Self-awareness and towards ‘shared humanity’: 
Gandhi believed that awareness is required for a 
critical self-examination and a move from egocen-
tricity toward a ‘shared humanity’.
	 The same is needed for today’s authoritari-

an leaders in the world. 
• Although he wrote on violence over cowardice, his 

approach was peaceful:
	He said that where there is only a choice 

between cowardice and violence, I would 
advise violence…But I believe that nonvio-
lence is infinitely superior to violence, for-
giveness is more manly than punishment… 
But… forgiveness only when there is the 
power to punish…

• Gandhi never dissociated nonviolence from vio-
lence and his position is understood when he said 
that action may wear the appearance of violence 
and yet be absolutely nonviolent.

• Politics needs Ethics: Gandhi believed that in the ab-
sence of a concrete ethical foundation, politics could 
not function democratically and non-violently. 
	He further believed that the essential task 

of politics was to bring moral progress.
• Morality in Politics: He believed that the strategy 

of peacemaking leads to the moral rightfulness of 
non-violence whereas Hitler believed in eliminating 
morality from politics.
	 That is why Gandhi remains an original 

thinker in the matter of peacebuilding and 
also a successful peace builder.

• He believed that nonviolence is a truth that follows 
from the unity and interdependence of humanity 
and life. 

• He said that violence damages and weakens all 
forms of life while nonviolence uplifts all.

However, there are critics of Gandhi’s non-violence strate-
gies. Hannah Arendt has said that if Gandhi’s non-violence 
has met with a different enemy (Stalin’s Russia, Hitler’s Ger-
many) other than the British, the outcome would have been 
worse.

Therefore, in an age of increasing ‘globalisation of selfish-
ness’, there is an urgent need to read and practise the Gand-
hian social and political philosophy in order to re-evaluate 
the concept of peace.

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/mahatma-gandhi-the-peacemaker/article65962800.ece?homepage=true
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Insta Links
Gandhian Perspective on Ethics in Administration

Mains Link:
Q. “Gandhian ethics of social and political reconstruc-
tion are more relevant than ever since they represent 
an act of self-transformation of humanity rather than 
an illusory dream of a political leader”. Discuss. (250 
words)

Tags: Ethics, Gandhi

Content for Mains 
Enrichment (Essay/

Ethics)

Values of Civil Servants:

COMPASSION
Source: Indian Express

Context: 
A video of the incident shows Lucknow Divisional Commis-
sioner, Dr Roshan Jacob, trying to comfort the injured child 
and his mother at a hospital in Lucknow.

While calling for a doctor, Jacob’s voice seems to crack and 
she wipes her eyes with the corner of her saree.
At least 10 people were killed and 41 injured after a private 
bus collided with a mini-truck in Lakhimpur Kheri.

Gender:

GAURI SAWANT
Source: Hindustan Times

Context: 
The life and struggles of trans rights activist Gauri Sawant 
have inspired the upcoming web series Taali, starring Sush-
mita Sen as Sawant, who has spent her life advocating for 
the rights of her community.

With the help of NGO Humsafar Trust, Gauri started earning 
and later launched her own NGO ‘Sakhi Char Chowgi’, which 
provides counselling, and works for the health and employ-
ment opportunities for trans persons.

She adopted a daughter while working with sex workers 
on STDs.  She says “My daughter taught me that you don’t 
need to have a uterus or give birth to a baby, motherhood is 
all about caring and loving a child.” She was the first trans 
person to be made an election ambassador by the Election 
Commission of India in 2019.

Environment

PLAN TO STOP EXTINCTION CRI-
SIS

Source: BBC

Context: 
Australia plans to halt the loss of any more species and end 
its status as the mammal extinction capital of the world.

Under that plan, more than 100 threatened animals and 
plants - including iconic species like the koala - will be prior-

https://www.insightsonindia.com/ethics-integrity-and-aptitude/ethics-in-public-administration/ethics-in-public-administration-gandhian-perspective/
https://indianexpress.com/article/cities/lucknow/lucknow-divisional-commissioner-roshan-jacob-lakhimpur-kheri-bus-accident-8179592/
https://www.hindustantimes.com/entertainment/bollywood/sushmita-sen-to-portray-life-of-transwoman-shree-gauri-sawant-in-biopic-taali-101665031392657.html
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-australia-63126430
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itized under new conservation strategies. The plan includes 
a promise to protect a third of the continent’s land mass.

The 10-year strategy also aims to improve resilience to cli-
mate change, build “insurance” populations of some key 
species in predator-free zones, and better monitor existing 
populations.

Human Rights

DENMARK IN THE 2022 FIFA 
WORLD CUP IN QATAR

Danish Football Association (DBU) wants to minimise activ-
ity in Qatar as part of protests against Qatar’s poor human 
rights record :

•	 No family members will accompany players and of-
ficials: Reduce any extra profit that may be earned 
by Qatar through tourism. 

•	 ‘Muted’ back jersey: It will signify the “colour of 
mourning”

A 2021 Amnesty report that said thousands of migrant 
workers (mostly from India, Pakistan and Nepal) in Qatar 
were still being exploited while working in the construction 
of stadiums and other World Cup-related infrastructure.

GANDHI

Facts for Prelims
Arts and Culture

BEGUM SAMRU

Context: 
The first week of October is said to mark the 200th anniver-
sary of the completion of the Basilica of Our Lady of Graces. 
It was constructed in 1822 by Begum Samru, a woman of 
humble origins that came to be popularly known as the only 
Catholic queen of India.

Begum Samru (the 1750s – 1836) was a figure that defied 
any fixed identity. She was a Muslim who converted to Ca-
tholicism, a nautch-girl (dancing girl) who became a warrior 
and an aristocrat, and was described by her contemporaries 
as dressing more like a man than a woman, sporting a dark 
turban and ever-puffing away at a hookah.

Prizes

MEDICINE NOBEL
Source: The Hindu

Swedish scientist Svante Pääbo has been awarded the No-
bel Prize for Physiology for the year 2022 “for his discoveries 
concerning the genomes of extinct hominins and human 

https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/science/medicine-nobel-goes-to-svante-p%C3%A4%C3%A4bo-for-sequencing-neanderthal-genome/article65965761.ece?homepage=true
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evolution.

Svante Pääbo found that gene transfer had occurred from 
these now-extinct hominins (ancestors of humans) to Homo 
sapiens (present-day humans). This ancient flow of genes to 
present-day humans has physiological relevance today, for 
example affecting how our immune system reacts to infec-
tions.

His Achievements:
• Paleogenomics: He established an entirely new sci-

entific discipline, paleogenomics. 
• Sequencing the genome of the Neanderthal, an ex-

tinct relative of present-day humans

Significance of his discovery:
• Will help better understand human evolution and 

migration. 
• How archaic genes influence present-day humans: 

	 E.g. Denisovan version of the gene EPAS1 
confers an advantage for survival at high al-
titudes and is common among present-day 
Tibetans. 

	 E.g. Neanderthal genes that affect our im-
mune response to different types of infec-
tions.

Neanderthals are an extinct species or subspecies of archaic 
humans who lived in Eurasia until about 40,000 years ago

Last year’s recipients were David Julius and Ardem Patapou-
tian for their discoveries into how the human body perceives 
temperature and touch.

The Noble prizes carry a cash award of 10 million Swedish 
kronor (nearly $900,000). The money comes from a bequest 
left by the prize’s creator, Swedish inventor Alfred Nobel, 
who died in 1895. 

PHYSICS NOBEL
Source: The Hindu

Context: 
The Nobel Prize in physics for 2022 is being awarded to 
Alain Aspect, John F. Clauser and Anton Zeilinger for their 
work on quantum mechanics.

Individual contribution: 
● John Clauser: He built an apparatus that emitted 

two entangled photons at a time, each towards a fil-
ter that tested their polarization.

● Alain Aspect: He was able to switch the measure-
ment settings after an entangled pair had left its 
source, so the setting that existed when they were 
emitted could not affect the result.

● Anton Zeilinger: His research group has demonstrat-
ed a phenomenon called quantum teleportation, 
which makes it possible to move a quantum state 
from one particle to one at a distance.

Importance of the contribution:
● Development of experimental tools: laid the foun-

dation for a new era of quantum technology. 
● Being able to manipulate and manage quantum 

states and all their layers of properties: It gives us 
access to tools with unexpected potential for quan-
tum computing and research.

Quantum mechanics is a fundamental theory in physics 
that provides a description of the physical properties of 
nature at the scale of atoms and subatomic particles. 
It is the foundation of all quantum physics including quan-
tum chemistry, quantum field theory, quantum technolo-
gy, and quantum information science.

CHEMISTRY NOBEL PRIZE
Source: The Hindu

Context: 
The 2022 Nobel Prize in Chemistry has been awarded to 
chemists Carolyn R. Bertozzi and K. Barry Sharpless from the 
U.S., and Morten Meldal from Denmark, for their work in the 
field of click chemistry and bioorthogonal chemistry.

What is click chemistry?
•	 In simple terms, click chemistry is a functional field 

where molecules snap together quickly and effi-
ciently – literally like a click.

https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/science/three-scientists-share-physics-nobel-for-quantum-mechanics/article65969760.ece?homepage=true
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/science/explained-research-in-click-and-bioorthogonal-chemistry-that-led-to-the-2022-nobel-prize-in-the-field/article65972562.ece
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•	 It is a branch of science that explores the assembly 
of molecules.

The need for click chemistry: 

Replicating reactions that involve bonds between carbon at-
oms is expensive and often leads to side reactions and loss of 
material.  In click chemistry, instead of trying to make carbon 
atoms react with each other, it focuses on using smaller mol-
ecules that already have a complete carbon frame. Simpler 
reactions, “where there is a strong intrinsic drive for the 
molecules to bond together”, may avoid the loss of material 
as well as unwanted side reactions.

Dr Sharpless was the first scientist to work on click chemis-
try. He previously won the award in 2001.

NOBEL PRIZE IN LITERATURE

Context: 
French author Annie Ernaux won this year’s Nobel Prize in 
literature Thursday for blending fiction and autobiography 
in books that fearlessly mine her experiences as a work-
ing-class woman to explore life in France since the 1940s.

•	 In more than 20 books published over five decades, 
Ernaux has probed deeply personal experiences and 
feelings – love, sex, abortion, shame – within a soci-
ety split by gender and class divisions.

•	 Her first book was Cleaned Out(1974) (about her 
fight for legal abortion). 

NOBEL PRIZE FOR PEACE

SASTRA RAMANUJAN PRIZE 2022

Context: 
The SASTRA Ramanujan Prize for 2022 will be awarded to 
Yunqing Tang, Assistant Professor at the University of Cali-
fornia, Berkeley, U.S.A.

Yunqing Tang was awarded for:
● Display a remarkable combination of sophisticated 

techniques, in which the arithmetic and geometry 
of modular curves and of Shimura varieties play a 
central role.

SASTRA Ramanujan Prize:
● The award, instituted by the Shanmugha Arts, Sci-

ence, Technology & Research Academy (SASTRA) in 
2005 with a cash prize of $10,000. It is presented an-
nually to individuals aged 32 and below, who made 
outstanding contributions in the field of mathemat-
ics, influenced by Srinivasa Ramanujan.

Srinivasa Ramanujan:
Ramanujan was born on 22nd December 1887 in the village 
Erode (400 km from Chennai, then known as Madras). He 
made substantial contributions to the analytical theory of 
numbers and worked on elliptic functions. He also worked 
on the partition of the whole number, hypergeometric se-
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ries and Euler’s constant. In India, December 22nd is cele-
brated as National Mathematics Day in memory of Sriniva-
sa Ramanujan.

Polity

PREVENTIVE DETENTION
Source: Financial Express

Context: 
SC has ruled that “preventive detention” is a serious inva-
sion of personal liberty, and therefore whatever little safe-
guards the Constitution and the law authorizing such action 
to provide must be strictly adhered to.

•	 Over a lakh, people were kept under Preventive de-
tention in 2021. 

Background:
•	 SC (Ashok Kumar Vs Delhi Administration, 1982): 

Preventive detention is devised to afford protection 
to society. The object is not to punish a man for hav-
ing done something but to intercept before he does 
it and to prevent him from doing it.

•	 SC (Ram Manohar Lohia Case): Only the most se-
vere of the acts should justify preventive detention

What is Preventive Detention? 
•	 Preventive detention is the detention of a person 

on a mere reasonable apprehension of him doing 
an activity dangerous to public order and security. 

•	 Here, the person is confined in custody without un-
dergoing a trial. Section 149-153 of CrPC as well as 
the NDPS Act, and UAPA Act deals with the Preven-
tive actions of the Police.

Constitution under articles 22 (1) and (2) gives protection 
from preventive detention, but these protections are not 
available to a person arrested or detained under preventive 
detention laws (Article 22(3)). 

•	 SC had said that there must be a “live and proximate 
link” between the grounds of detention and the pur-
pose of detention, in order to detain and keep the 
person in detention. 

HOW TO FINANCE POLL PROMIS-
ES

Source: Indian Express 

Context: 
The ECI wrote to parties proposing that they spell out ways 
and means of raising additional resources to finance the 
promises.

Key Highlights:
● ECI prescribed a standardized disclosure proforma: 

To declare the quantification of the physical cover-
age of the schemes promised, the financial implica-
tions of the promise and the availability of the finan-
cial resources.

● Additional resources to finance schemes: The par-
ties will have to detail how they propose to raise the 
additional resources to finance the schemes.

● Explain the impact of the additional resource-rais-
ing plan and its impact on the fiscal sustainability of 
the State or the Union Government.

● Amendment to MCC: EC plans to propose an amend-
ment to the relevant clauses in the Model Code of 
Conduct.

COLLEGIUM DIVIDED ON CJI’S 
LETTER METHOD

Source: Indian Express 

Context: 
The Supreme Court Collegium opposed a proposal to recom-
mend four new judges, including a Supreme Court lawyer, 
to the top court through a written note instead of a formal 
meeting by the CJI.

As per the convention, the collegium holds physical meet-
ings to discuss names for elevation, at which consensus of 
the five judges is sought.

Collegium system:
● It is the system of appointment and transfer of judg-

es that has evolved through judgments of the SC.
● The SC collegium: It is headed by the CJI and com-

prises four other senior-most judges of the court.
● HC Collegium: It is led by its Chief Justice and two 

other senior-most judges of that court.

https://indianexpress.com/article/india/ec-asks-parties-to-explain-how-they-plan-to-finance-poll-promises-draws-opposition-fire-8190263/lite/
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/split-on-method-to-name-new-supreme-court-judges-cji-sends-2nd-note-to-collegium-8190272/lite/
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Procedure for appointment of the CJI 

The Memorandum of Procedure (MoP), an agreement 
between the government and the judiciary, was drawn in 
1999, to streamline the procedure of appointment of judg-
es. 

MoP evolved through the 3 Judges cases 1981, 1993 and 
1998, which sought to bring about clarity in the appoint-
ment of judges and evolved the Collegium system for the 
selection of judges. As per the Second Judges Case(1993) 
and MoP: The senior judge of the SC should be appointed 
as the CJI.

Procedure for an appointment of Judges of SC:

J&K DELIMITATION ORDERS HAVE 
ACQUIRED THE ‘FORCE OF LAW

Source: The Hindu

Context: 
Delimitation orders notified in the official gazette, redrawing 
Assembly and Lok Sabha constituencies of Jammu and Kash-
mir have acquired the “force of law”.

Previously, the delimitation commission increased the num-
ber of Assembly seats from 107 to 114 in Jammu and Kash-
mir. However, it was challenged in the supreme court as be-
ing unconstitutional and ultra vires.

Constitutional Basis for Delimitation:
● Under Article 82: the Parliament enacts a Delimita-

tion Act after every Census.
● Under Article 170:States also get divided into terri-

torial constituencies as per the Delimitation Act af-
ter every Census.

● Once the Act is in force, the Union government sets 
up a Delimitation Commission.

● The delimitation commission is an independent 
body constituted under Article 82 after the Parlia-
ment enacted a Delimitation Act after every census.

Who is Included in a Delimitation Commission?
● The Delimitation Commission is appointed by the 

President of India and works in collaboration with 
the Election Commission of India.

● Composition:
○ Retired Supreme Court judge
○ Chief Election Commissioner
○ Respective State Election Commissioners

Governance

BHARAT SKILLS FORUM
Source: Economic times

Context: 
It is a digital knowledge-sharing platform for the ITI trainees, 
trainers and industry launched by the Directorate General of 
Training (under Skill Development and Entrepreneurship. 
It will facilitate skilling by sharing content in various forms 
like notes, pdfs, and videos. 

SWACHH SURVEKSHAN GRAMIN, 
2022 AWARD

Source: The Hindu 

Context: 
Telangana won the first prize under the Large States catego-
ry under Swachh Survekshan Gramin (SSG) 2022 followed 
by Haryana and Tamil Nadu.

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/jk-delimitation-orders-have-acquired-the-force-of-law-ec-home-ministry-tell-sc/article65976590.ece/amp/
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/telangana-wins-swachh-survekshan-gramin-2022-award-among-smaller-states-and-uts-andaman-nicobar-is-the-winner/article65962882.ece/amp/
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Key Highlights:
● The Swachh Survekshan Gramin-2022 award: It 

ranks States and districts on the basis of their perfor-
mance attained on key quantitative and qualitative 
Swachh Bharat Mission Gramin (SBM-G) 

● Among the smaller States and Union Territories: 
Andaman and Nicobar secured the first position fol-
lowed by Dadra and Nagar Haveli, Daman and Diu 
and Sikkim.

Swachh Bharat Mission (Grameen) Phase-II:
● Emphasizes: On the sustainability of achievements 

under phase I and provides adequate facilities for 
Solid/Liquid & Plastic Waste Management (SLWM) 
in rural India.

● Implementation:  It will be implemented from 2020-
21 to 2024-25 in a mission mode:

● Funding Pattern:  The fund sharing pattern between 
Centre and States will be 90:10 for the North-East-
ern States and the Himalayan States and UT of J&K; 
60:40 for other States; and 100% for other Union 
Territories.

● Implementation: SBM is being implemented by the 
Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs (M/o HUA) 
and by the Ministry of Jal Shakti for urban and rural 
areas respectively.

Related article:
Indore bags cleanest city award

• Indore has been adjudged the cleanest city in 
India for the sixth year in a row, while Madhya 
Pradesh is the cleanest state in the country.

• The awards were given by President as part of the 
Azadi@75 Swachh Survekshan 2022

• Tirupati: Best city award in Safai Mitra Suraksha 
category.

• Haridwar: Best Ganga town
• Shivamogga(Karnataka): Fast mover city award.

LAWS REGARDING MOONLIGHT-
ING

Source: The Hindu

Moonlighting refers to a state where employees work for re-
muneration with entities other than their employer. 

While some companies such as Wipro have opposed moon-
lighting, by firing 300 employees who were involved with 
rival firms, other companies like Swiggy have a moon-
lighting policy which allows employees to take up oth-
er work without compromising the company’s interest. 

What does the law say about moonlighting?
•	 The Factories Act of 1948 places a restriction on the 

double employment of workers.
•	 However, this is limited only to ‘Factories’ and is not 

applicable to ‘Companies’ which are regulated by 
the Companies Act 2013.

•	 The Supreme Court in Glaxo Laboratories Limited vs 
Labour Court, Meerut held that the employer is not 
empowered to regulate the behaviour of workers 
outside duty hours.

•	 Since moonlighting is not defined under any stat-
ute, it is subject to the court’s
 interpretation and the law of the land.

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/explained-is-it-time-for-the-gig-economy/article65975404.ece


Weekly Current Affairs Magazine

www.insightsonindia.com 23

Schemes

YUVA 2.0-PM’S SCHEME 
Source: PIB

Context: 
The Ministry of Education, Department of Higher Education 
launched YUVA 2.0 - Prime Minister’s Scheme for Mentor-
ing Young Authors.

Key Highlights:
● Author Mentorship programme:  To train young and 

budding authors (below 30 years of age) in order to 
promote reading, writing and book culture in the 
country.

● YUVA 2.0: It is a part of the India@75 Project.
● THEME: ‘Democracy (institutions, events, people, 

constitutional values – past, present, future)’ in an 
innovative and creative manner.

● Importance: 
○ Develop a stream of writers: who can write 

on a spectrum of subjects to promote Indian 
heritage, culture and knowledge system.

○ Window to the aspiring youth: To articulate 
themselves and present a comprehensive 
outlook of Indian Democratic values on do-
mestic as well as international platforms.

● Implementation: By the National Book Trust, India, 
under the Ministry of Education

OVER 69% HOUSES CONSTRUCT-
ED UNDER PMAY IN RURAL INDIA 

ARE OWNED BY WOMEN
Source: The Hindu

Context: 
Over 69% of houses constructed under the PM’s special 
housing scheme are either wholly or jointly owned by wom-
en in rural areas.

Pradhan Mantri Awaas Yojana –Gramin (PMAY-G):
● Objective: To provide pucca houses to all who are 

houseless and living in dilapidated houses in rural 
areas by 2022.

● Target: Construction of 2.95 crore houses with all 
basic amenities by the year 2022.

● Cost sharing: The cost of unit assistance in this 
scheme is shared between Central and State Gov-
ernments in the ratio of 60:40 in plain areas and 90: 
10 for North Eastern and the Himalayan States.

● Selection of beneficiaries: Based on housing depri-
vation parameters of Socio-Economic and Caste 
Census (SECC), 2011, subject to 13-point exclusion 
criteria, followed by Gram Sabha verification.

● The beneficiary is entitled to 90 days of unskilled la-
bour from MGNREGA.

● The beneficiary would be facilitated to avail loan of 
up to Rs.70,000/- for the construction of the house 
which is optional.

MGNREGS TO FUND WORK TO 
REVERSE DESERTIFICATION

Source: The Hindu

Context: 
The government is now planning to bring convergence be-
tween the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment 
Guarantee Scheme (MGNREGS) and the Pradhan Mantri 
Krishi Sinchayee Yojana (PMKSY).

https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1864515
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/over-69-houses-constructed-under-pmay-in-rural-india-are-owned-by-women-says-government/article65967282.ece/amp/
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/mgnregs-to-fund-work-to-reverse-desertification-of-land-across-states/article65967045.ece/amp/
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Status on desertification: 
● Desertification and Land Degradation Atlas(Pub-

lished by the Environment Ministry in 2021): At least 
30% of India’s total geographical area is under the 
category of “degraded land”.

● States with more than 50% of the land area under-
going desertification or degradation: Jharkhand, 
Rajasthan, Delhi, Gujarat and Goa

● States with less than 10% land degradation: Kera-
la, Assam, Mizoram, Haryana, Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, 
Punjab and Arunachal Pradesh.

Work done under Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchay-
ee Yojana (PMKSY):

● Ridge area treatment
● Drainage line treatment
● Soil and moisture conservation
● Rainwater harvesting
● Nursery raising
● Afforestation
● Horticulture and pasture development.

MGNREGA:
The scheme was introduced as a social measure that guar-
antees “the right to work”. The local government will have 
to legally provide at least 100 days of wage employment in 
rural India to enhance their quality of life.

Desertification is a type of land degradation in drylands in 
which biological productivity is lost due to natural process-
es or induced by human activities whereby fertile areas be-
come increasingly arid.

UNCCD:
It is a legally binding convention linking development and 
the environment to sustainable land management and mit-
igating desertification. The UNCCD addresses particularly 
the arid, semi-arid & dry sub-humid areas, called drylands, 
where some of the most vulnerable ecosystems and peoples 
are found.

International Relations

NORD STREAM PIPELINES
Source: The Hindu 

Context: 
Four leaks were reported at different points in the Nord 
Stream pipelines, linking Russia and Europe.

Nord Stream pipelines:
● This is a 1,200-km pipeline that runs through the 

Baltic Sea, that runs from Russia to Germany.
● Majority ownership: Gazprom (Russian state-owned 

gas company)
● The pipelines pass through the territorial waters 

and/or Exclusive Economic Zones of Russia, Finland, 
Sweden, Denmark and Germany.

Nord Stream 1 subsea 
pipeline

Nord Stream 2 

Completed 2011 S e p t e m b e r 
2021 

Coverage Before the war- 40% of 
Europe’s pipeline gas 
(Bloomberg) 
Now- 9% 

Completed but 
not operation-
al 

Capacity 55 billion cubic meters of 
gas per year. 

110 BCM per 
year.

What will be the impact of the leaks?
● Unlikely to provide any gas to Europe: In the forth-

coming winter months, even if the political will to 
resume supply was found.

● European gas prices spiked after reports of the leaks 
emerged.

● Environmental impact: Releasing GHGs(methane) 
will have an impact on the environment.

Impact on India: It may raise the cost of natural gas (already 
at its peak) for India and LPG/CNG consumers in India may 
have to bear the brunt. 

https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=G8NABOGMM.1&imageview=0&utm_source=epaper&utm_medium=sharearticle
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INDIA ABSTAINS ON UNSC RESO-
LUTION

Source: The Hindu 

Context: 
India abstained from a draft resolution at the United Nations 
Security Council (UNSC) condemning referenda organized 
by Russia across four regions of Ukraine- Kherson, Zapor-
izhzhia, Luhansk, and Donetsk. UNSC resolutions: They are 
formal expressions of the opinion or will of United Nations 
organs.

STOCKHOLM CONVENTION
Source: UNEP Stockholm Convention

Context: 
18th meeting of the Persistent Organic Pollutants review 
committee (POP) concluded

Key highlights
• It listed ‘Dechlorane Plus’ (flame retardant) and 

UV-328 (stabilizer) under Annex A of the Stockholm 
Convention.

• Deferred its consideration of the draft risk pro-
file on chlorpyrifos, after members were unable to 
agree that the pesticide was likely to lead to adverse 
effects.

Stockholm Convention is a global treaty to protect human 
health and the environment from POPs. It is legally binding 
and ratified by India (2006). In view of this ratification, India 
notified “Regulation of POP Rules” (2018) under Environ-
ment (Protection) Act, 1986. 

Persistent organic pollutants (POPs) (also called “forever 
chemicals”) are organic compounds that are resistant to en-
vironmental degradation through chemical, biological, and 
photolytic processes.

Other similar treaties are: 
• Basel Convention on the control of Transboundary 

Movements of Hazardous Wastes and their Disposal 
(1989)

• Rotterdam Convention on the Prior Informed Con-
sent Procedure for certain Hazardous Chemicals and 
Pesticides in International Trade (1998)

Economy

SCALE BASED REGULATION
Source: Economic Times

Context: 
RBI has categorized 16 large NBFCs into four layers based on 
their size, activity and perceived riskiness. 

A non-banking financial institution or non-bank financial 
company is a financial institution that does not have a full 
banking license or is not supervised by a national or interna-
tional banking regulatory agency.

https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/india-abstains-on-unsc-resolution-condemning-russias-referenda-in-ukraine/article65956754.ece/amp/
http://chm.pops.int/TheConvention/POPsReviewCommittee/Meetings/POPRC18/Overview/tabid/9165/Default.aspx
https://m.economictimes.com/industry/banking/finance/banking/rbi-categorises-16-large-financial-entities-as-upper-layer-nbfcs/amp_articleshow/94567099.cms
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DFS MODIFIES EMERGEN-
CY CREDIT LINE GUARANTEE 

SCHEME
Source: Live mint

Context: 
The Department of Financial Services (DFS) (under the fi-
nance ministry) has modified the Emergency Credit Line 
Guarantee Scheme (ECLGS) for the aviation sector, to help 
the sector tide over cash-flow problems.

Modified ECLGS
•	 Raising the scheme’s cheaper loan limit to ₹1,500 

crores from ₹400 crore
•	 The airline would be eligible for 100% of its fund-

based or non-fund-based loan outstanding 
or ₹1,500 crores.

•	 It was earlier extended beyond March 2022 to 
March 2023.

Recent issues with the aviation sector: High fuel cost, need 
for funds to sustain heavy costs and pay pending dues.

About ECLGS:
•	 ECLGS ( launched in May 2020) as part of the 

Centre’s Aatmanirbhar package in response to 
the Covid-19 crisis. 

•	 It is aimed at giving the necessary collateral-free 
liquidity loans at reasonable interest rates (and a 
4-year timeline for reimbursement) to support small 
businesses struggling and other sectors including 
aviation. 

•	 100% guarantee is provided by the National Credit 
Guarantee Trustee Company (NCGTC) to Member 
Lending Institutions (MLIs) - banks, financial institu-
tions and Non-Banking Financial Companies (NBFCs).

•	 First-time borrowers and Non-Performing As-
set (NPA) accounts cannot raise funds under the 
scheme.

IMPOSSIBLE TRINITY
Source: The Hindu

Context: 
The trilemma has come under focus recently as the U.S. 
Federal Reserve has been raising interest rates to fight rising 
prices.

The impossible trinity, or the trilemma, refers to the idea 
that an economy cannot pursue independent monetary poli-
cy, maintain a fixed exchange rate, and allow the free flow of 

capital across its borders at the same time.

According to economists, any economy can choose to pur-
sue only two out of the three policy options noted above 
simultaneously in the long run. The idea was proposed in-
dependently by Canadian economist Robert Mundell and 
British economist Marcus Fleming in the early 1960s.

On India:
The Reserve Bank of India may also face the dilemma of 
choosing between maintaining the value of the rupee and 
holding on to its monetary policy independence. As the U.S. 
Federal Reserve has raised interest rates, there has been in-
creasing pressure on the rupee, which has depreciated al-
most 10% against the U.S. dollar this year. 

WTO WARNS ‘DARKENED’ TRADE 
OUTLOOK

Source: The Hindu

Context: 
The World Trade Organization forecast a slowdown in global 
trade growth next year as sharply higher energy and food 
prices and rising interest rates curb import demand, and 
warned of a possible contraction if the war in Ukraine wors-
ens.

Reasons:
•	 War in Ukraine and subsequent supply chain disrup-

tion
•	 Weather events hitting food-producing regions or 

damaging energy export infrastructure could fur-
ther hit trade growth, along with weakness in China, 

https://www.livemint.com/companies/news/centre-raises-credit-guarantee-limit-to-help-stressed-airlines-11664997483733.html
https://www.thehindu.com/business/wto-warns-darkened-trade-outlook-could-deteriorate-further/article65972746.ece
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where COVID-19 outbreaks have disrupted produc-
tion.

•	 Curbs imposed by various countries on food and fer-
tiliser exports

•	 Lower demand

Impact: 
These would only deepen inflationary pressures and reduce 
living standards and would likely make us more rather than 
less vulnerable to the crisis we are grappling with.

Recommendation: 
The world needed a more diversified and less concentrated 
base for the production of goods and services, which should 
boost growth, increase resilience and promote long-term 
price stability by mitigating exposure to extreme weather 
events and local disruptions.

FREE TRADE AGREEMENT
Source: The Hindu

Context: 
Trade officials from India and the United Kingdom will try to 
seal India-UK FTA soon, however, U.K. Prime Minister’s new 
Home Secretary suggested that she would not back the deal 
if it involved increased immigration to the U.K.

Previously Theresa May (in 2016) had said that “Any increase 
in visas to Indians would have to co-relate to the “speed and 
volume of the return of Indians with no right to remain in 
the UK”.

What is an FTA?
● FTA is a pact between two or more nations to reduce 

barriers to imports and exports among them.
● FTAs can be categorized as:

○ Preferential Trade Agreement (PTA)
○ Comprehensive Economic Cooperation 

Agreement (CECA)
○ Comprehensive Economic Partnership 

Agreement (CEPA)

Immigration: It is the international movement of people to a 
destination country of which they are not natives or where 
they do not possess citizenship in order to settle as perma-
nent residents or naturalized citizens.

WORLD BANK SAYS 70 MILLION 
PLUNGED INTO POVERTY IN 2020

Source: Indian Express

Context:  
According to a recent report by World Bank “Poverty and 
Shared Prosperity 2022: Correcting Course”, both poverty 
and inequality have gone up sharply.

Highlights of the report:  
•	 Reversal of poverty outcomes: The report states 

that global poverty reduction has been slowing 
down since 2015 but the Covid pandemic and the 
war in Ukraine have completely reversed the out-
comes.

•	 The world is unlikely to meet the goal of ending ex-
treme poverty by 2030.

•	 Rise in Poverty level: In 2020 alone, the number of 
people living below the extreme poverty line rose by 
over 70 million.

•	 Inequalities, too, have risen

Suggested Solutions:
•	 Fiscal Policy: According to David Malpass, President 

of World Bank Group, “fiscal policy—prudently used 
does offer opportunities for policymakers in devel-
oping economies to step up the fight against poverty 
and inequality”.

The World Bank has three specific suggestions when it 
comes to fiscal policy.

1. Choose targeted cash transfers instead of broad 
subsidies.

2. Prioritize public spending for long-term growth.
3. Mobilize tax revenues without hurting the poor.

PURCHASE MANAGERS’ INDEX

Source: Live Mint

Context:  
According to a recent S&P Global India Services Purchase 
Managers’ Index (PMI), India’s service sector growth eased 
to a six-month low in September led by reduced demand 
amid high inflation.

Purchasing Manager’s Index (PMI) is an economic indicator 
derived from the monthly survey of private sector compa-
nies. PMI aims in providing information regarding the cur-
rent and future conditions of a business to the decision-mak-
ers, analysts and investors of the company.

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/ahead-of-deadline-for-fta-uk-home-secretary-says-she-has-concerns-reservations/article65976981.ece/amp/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-economics/world-bank-pverty-report-india-inequality-8193048/
https://www.livemint.com/economy/india-services-sector-loses-momentum-in-september-growth-falls-to-6-month-low-pmi-11665032836882.html
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E-RUPEE PILOT

Source: Economic Times

Context: 
RBI will soon commence limited pilot launches of e-rupee, or 
central bank digital currency (CBDC), for specific use cases.

What is the e-Rupee?
e-rupee is akin to sovereign paper currency but in digital 
form, exchangeable at par with the existing currency and 
will be accepted as a medium of payment, legal tender and 
a safe store of value.

Features:
•	 e-rupee appears as a liability on a central bank’s bal-

ance sheet.
•	 e-rupee can be structured as ‘token-based’ or ‘ac-

count-based’:
o A token-based CBDC: whosoever holds the 

tokens at a given point in time would be pre-
sumed to own them, similar to banknotes. 
	 The person receiving a token will 

verify that his ownership of the to-
ken is genuine 

	 It is preferred for retail payments. 
o An account-based system: would require 

maintenance of the record of balances and 
transactions of all holders of the CBDC and 
indicate the ownership of the monetary bal-
ances, similar to Bitcoins. 
	 An account-based CBDC, an inter-

mediary verifies the identity of an 
account holder

	More preferred for wholesale pay-
ments.

•	 RBI has been opposing private cryptocurrencies, 
stating that they are a threat to India’s macroeco-

nomic and financial stability.
•	 International acceptance: As of July 2022, 105 

countries were exploring CBDC. Ten countries have 
launched CBDC, the first of which was the Bahami-
an Sand Dollar in 2020 and the latest was Jamaica’s 
JAM-DEX.

Benefits of CBDC: 
Bring a cultural shift towards virtual currency by reducing 
currency handling costs, universal access, easier Cross-Bor-
der Payments, and greater financial Inclusion.

Challenges: 
There are privacy Concerns (RBI may hold data on the indi-
vidual use of user transactions), the digital divide, low finan-
cial literacy, Faster obsolescence of technology, etc. 

Agriculture

STUBBLE BURNING
Source: Economic Times

Context: 
Stubble generation (2022-23) is set to increase by over 1 mn 
tonnes and over 6 mt may be burned says the government 
review data. 

What is Stubble burning?
Stubble burning is the practice of intentionally setting fire to 
the straw stubble that remains after grains, such as rice and 
wheat, have been harvested. 

Why burn stubble?
•	 Mechanized harvesting: Combine harvesters used 

in India’s green belt leaves stubble in the field.
•	 Due to less time between the harvesting of the 

Kharif crop and the sowing of Wheat, farmers often 
burn the stubble. 

Issues with stubble burning:
•	 In addition to its effects on air quality, stubble burn-

ing also affects soil fertility (through the destruc-
tion of its nutrients), economic development and 
climate.

•	 It is a key contributor to air pollution in Delhi-NCR. 

Remedial measures taken:
•	 Implementation of the Action plan on manage-

ment of stubble burning by Delhi adjoining states 
and submitted to CAQM- Commission for Air Quality 
management. 

•	 Delhi Government’s ’15-point winter action plan’. 

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/india/magnitude-of-stubble-problem-grows-larger-govt-review/articleshow/94571984.cms
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•	 In the field: Bio-decomposer, Crop residue manage-
ment

•	 Taking stubble outside the field: Biomass Power 
Projects, Co-firing in Thermal Power Plants, Feed-
stock for 2G Ethanol plants, Feed stock in Com-
pressed Biogas plants, fuel in industrial boilers, WTE 
plants, packaging materials etc. Prohibition of stub-
ble/crop residue burning. Effective monitoring/en-
forcement.

SUGAR INDUSTRY
Source: Business-Standard

Context: 
India has emerged as the world’s largest producer and con-
sumer of sugar as well as the world’s 2nd largest exporter of 
sugar.

Sugar Season (Oct-Sep) 2021-22, has proven to be a water-
shed season for the Indian Sugar Sector and India recorded 
the highest export of over 109 lakh metric tonnes. 

Reasons behind high production:
•	 High international prices of sugar
•	 Supportive central and state government Policy: 

Diversion of sugar to ethanol and exports led to the 
unlocking of the value chain of the whole industry as 
well as improved financial conditions of sugar mills 
leading to more optional mills in the ensuing season.

About Sugar production: 
•	 The sugar industry is broadly divided into two 

major areas of production- Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, 
Haryana and Punjab in the north and Maharashtra, 
Karnataka, Tamil Nadu and Andhra Pradesh in the 
south.

•	 Due to the tropical climate in South India, it has 
higher sucrose content giving a higher yield per 
unit area as compared to north India.

•	 Significance: Labour-intensive sector, has multiple 
by-products, important for biofuel.

•	 Issues: Low yield compared to other parts of the 
world, low sugar recovery rate, high production 
cost, and low and delayed remuneration for farm-
ers. 

In order to regulate the sugar industry, C Rangarajan Com-
mittee (2012) recommended several reforms such as the 
abolition of the quantitative controls on the export and im-
port of sugar.

AGRI-CREDIT SOCIETIES TO BE 
SET UP IN ALL PANCHAYATS

Source: Economic Times

Context:  
The co-operation ministry is working on a plan to set up 
multi-purpose PACS in panchayats over the next five years in 
order to promote various cooperative activities at the grass-
roots level.

Primary Agricultural Credit Society (PACS): It is a village-lev-
el institution that works directly with rural residents. It en-
courages agriculturists to save, accepts deposits from them, 
makes loans to deserving borrowers, and collects repay-
ments.

•	 PACS are the lowest unit in a three-tier structure: 
The other two tiers — State Cooperative Banks 
(StCB) and District Central Cooperative Banks 
(DCCB) — have already been automated by the NA-
BARD and brought on the Common Banking Soft-
ware (CBS). 

•	 There are only 65,000 active PACS in the country at 
present.

•	 PACS will carry out activities like the sale of gas and 
petrol and the storage and marketing of dairy and 
farm products with an aim to alleviate poverty and 
empower women.

https://www.business-standard.com/article/news-cm/india-emerges-world-s-2nd-largest-exporter-of-sugar-122100600272_1.html
https://m.economictimes.com/news/india/primary-agricultural-credit-societies-in-all-panchayats-soon-north-east-to-gain-amit-shah/articleshow/94713482.cms
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Q. Consider the following statements: (UPSC CSE 
2020)
1. In terms of short-term credit delivery to the agricul-

ture sector, District Central Cooperative Banks (DCCBs) 
deliver more credit in comparison of Scheduled Com-
mercial Banks are Regional Rural Banks

2. One of the most important functions of DCCBs is to 
provide funds to the Primary Agricultural Credit Soci-
eties.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: B
 

Environment

FAST-MELTING ARCTIC ICE IS 
TURNING THE OCEAN ACIDIC

Source: Indian Express

Context: 
A team of researchers has flagged the changing chemistry 
of the western region of the Arctic Ocean after discover-
ing acidity levels increasing three to four times faster than 
ocean waters elsewhere.

The team also identified a strong correlation between the 
accelerated rate of melting ice and the rate of ocean acid-
ification. Seawater is normally alkaline, with a pH value of 
around 8.1. 

How does melting ice decreases pH value?
•	 First, the water under the sea ice, which had a deficit 

of carbon dioxide, now is exposed to atmospheric 
carbon dioxide and can take it up freely, thus becom-
ing acidic.

•	 Second: The seawater mixed with meltwater is light-
er and can’t mix easily into deeper waters, which 
means the carbon dioxide is concentrated at the 
surface. 

•	 Third: The meltwater dilutes the carbonate ion con-
centration in the seawater, weakening its ability to 
neutralise the carbon dioxide into bicarbonate and 
rapidly decreasing ocean pH.

REPORT ON SUSTAINABLE FI-
NANCE SUBMITTED TO IFSCA

Source: Economic Times

Context: 
An expert committee headed by former environment and 
forest secretary C K Mishra has submitted a report on sus-
tainable finance suggesting the development of a carbon 
market.

Some of the recommendations: 
•	 developing a voluntary carbon market
•	 framework for transition bonds
•	 enabling de-risking mechanisms
•	 promoting regulatory sandbox for green fintech 
•	 facilitating the creation of a global climate alliance 

among others
•	 setting up a dedicated MSME platform for sustain-

able lending
•	 use of innovative instruments such as ca-

tastrophe bonds, municipal bonds, 
green securitisation, blended finance 

What is Sustainable Finance?
Sustainable finance or green finance is the set of financial 
regulations, standards, norms and products that pursue an 
environmental objective, and in particular to facilitate the 
energy transition.

IFSCA (est. in 2020) is a unified authority for the develop-
ment and regulation of financial products, financial services 
and financial institutions in the Interxcnational Financial Ser-
vices Centre (IFSC) in India. 

•	 Headquarters in GIFT City, Gandhinagar (Guja-
rat).

•	 At present, it is the only international financial 
services centre in India.

•	 Main objective: Develop a strong global con-

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-climate/arctic-ice-melting-climate-change-8186502/lite/
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/policy/sustainable-finance-committee-submits-report-to-ifsca-suggesting-development-of-carbon-market/articleshow/94665311.cms
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nection and focus on the needs of the In-
dian economy as well as serve as an inter-
national financial platform for the entire 
region and the global economy as a whole. 

 

GJ: MODHERA- FIRST SO-
LAR-POWERED VILLAGE

Source: Indian Express

Context: 
PM will declare Modhera in Mehsana (Gujarat) as the coun-
try’s first round-the-clock solar-powered village
During the day time, the village will get solar power and at 
night, it will be powered by BESS (Battery Energy Storage Sys-

tem).

Modhera is known for Sun Temple. It was built after 1026-27 
CE during the reign of Bhima I of the Chalukyas dynasty.

Science and Technology

MANGALYAAN MISSION OVER
Source: The Hindu

Context: 
The ISRO confirmed that the Mars Orbiter craft has lost 
communication with ground stations and the Mangalyaan 
mission has attained end-of-life.

Mangalyaan Mission(Mars Orbiter Mission 
(MOM):

● The MOM mission is primarily a technological mis-
sion to study various aspects of Mars.

● Objectives: 
○ Study of the Martian atmosphere 
○ Study of Martian Surface Features 
○ Morphology 
○ Mineralogy

● Scientific payloads used:
○ Mars Color Camera (MCC)
○ Methane Sensor for Mars (MSM)
○ Lyman Alpha Photometer (LAP)
○ Thermal Infrared Imaging Spectrometer 

(TIS)
○ Mars Exospheric Neutral Composition Anal-

yser (MENCA)

HERSTART
Source: PIB

Context: 
The President of India, launched ‘herSTART’ – a start-up 
platform of Gujarat University.

Key Highlights:
● Women entrepreneurs: Start-up platform dedicated 

to women entrepreneurs.

https://indianexpress.com/article/cities/gandhinagar/gujarat-modhera-to-be-declared-first-solar-powered-village-by-pm-8196716/
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/science/mars-orbiter-craft-non-recoverable-mangalyaan-mission-over-confirms-isro/article65968374.ece?homepage=true
https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1865028


www.insightsonindia.com

Weekly Current Affairs Magazine

32

Aim: 
● It will boost innovation and start-up efforts of wom-

en entrepreneurs
● Platform in connecting women entrepreneurs with 

various government and private enterprises.

NEW EU LAW IMPOSES A SIN-
GLE CHARGER FOR ALL SMART-

PHONES, TABLETS AND CAMERAS
Source: LiveMint

Context: 
According to a new law passed by the EU parliament, all new 
smartphones, tablets and cameras will have a single stan-
dard charger in late 2024. 

While most Android phones come with a USB Type-C 
charging port, the move will have an impact on Apple’s 
(lightning port charger) mainly. 

Benefit: 
It will simplify the life of Europeans, reduce the mountain of 
obsolete chargers and reduce costs for consumers.

HUMANOID ROBOT - OPTIMUS

Source: BBC

Context: 
Tech billionaire Elon Musk has presented the latest proto-
type of a humanoid robot being developed by his Tesla elec-
tric car company.

People were shown a video of Optimus performing simple 
tasks, such as watering plants, carrying boxes and lifting 
metal bars. The robots would be produced en masse, at a 
cost lower than $20,000 (£17,900), and be available in three 
to five years.

DARK-SKY-RESERVE
Source : The Hindu

Context:  
Ladakh government along with the IIA (Indian Institute of As-
trophysics (IIA)) and India’s Scientific Ministries is laying the 
groundwork to have Hanle declared as an International Dark 
Sky Reserve by the International Dark-Sky Association.

What is dark-sky-reserve?
A dark-sky reserve is an area, usually surrounding a park 
or observatory, that restricts artificial light pollution. The 
purpose of the dark-sky movement is generally to promote 
astronomy and avoid interference during astronomical ob-
servations.

The International Dark Sky Association is a U.S.-based 
non-profit that designates places as International Dark Sky 
Places, Parks, Sanctuaries and Reserves, depending on the 
criteria they meet.

•	 Several such reserves exist around the world but 
none so far in India.

Why Hanle?
•	 Located atop Mt. Saraswati in the Nilamkhul Plain 

in the Hanle Valley of Changthang, it is a dry, cold 
desert with a sparse human population and has 
the Hanle monastery as its nearest neighbour. The 
cloudless skies and low atmospheric water vapour 
make it one of the best sites in the world for opti-
cal, infrared, sub-millimetre, and millimetre wave-
lengths.

https://www.livemint.com/technology/tech-news/new-eu-law-imposes-single-charger-for-all-smartphones-tablets-and-cameras-11664881613166.html
https://www.bbc.com/news/technology-63100636
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Defence and Security

PRACHAND
Source: Live Mint

Context: 
The Indian Air Force (IAF) today inducted the first fleet of in-
digenously-built Light Combat Helicopters (LCH), which have 
been developed primarily for mountain warfare. 

Background:
It was during the 1999 Kargil war and the recent Ladakh con-
flict with China that India felt the need for attack helicopters 
for mountain warfare. 

Features:
• The HAL Prachand (meaning «Fierce») is an Indian 

multi-role, light attack helicopter designed and 
manufactured by Hindustan Aeronautics Limit-
ed (HAL) under project LCH

• Its flight ceiling (maximum density altitude) is the 
highest among all attack helicopters in the world.

• The LCH drew extensively on an earlier indigenous 
helicopter developed and manufactured by HAL, the 
ALH Dhruv

• 5.8-tonne twin-engine gunship chopper is armed 
with air-to-air missiles, 20 mm turret guns, rocket 
systems and other weapons.

SIPRI STUDY ON SELF-RELIANCE 
IN DEFENCE PRODUCTION

Source: Indian Express

Context: 
India ranks fourth among 12 Indo-Pacific nations in self-re-
liant arms production capabilities, according to a study re-
leased this month by the Stockholm International Peace Re-
search Institute (SIPRI).

Key findings:
• China tops the list, Japan is second, South Korea is in 

third place, and Pakistan is number 8.
• India is ranked as the second-largest importer of 

arms for its armed forces in 2016-20. 
• Of India’s total volume of procurement in 2016–20, 

84 per cent was of foreign origin. 

SIPRI (est. In 1966) is an independent international insti-
tute dedicated to research into conflict, armaments, arms 
control and disarmament.

https://www.livemint.com/news/india/prachand-iaf-gets-first-made-in-india-light-combat-helicopters-today-11664781082302.html
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/india-defence-production-exports-imports-capabilities-explained-8196801/
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Our founder & director, Vinay Sir, with 120 toppers of UPSC CSE-2021 
at the Felicitation Ceremony conducted at Bengaluru.

Have you subscribed to our podcast channel yet?  
Join us every week & listen to stories that will 

reignite your imagination & inspire meaningful actions!
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