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General Studies-2; Topic: Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements 
involving India and/or affecting India’s interests. 
 

Use of International Law by India 
 
Introduction  

• India’s Constitution makers saw the value of international law and thus provided in Article 51 that 
the state shall foster respect for international law.  

 
India’s Commitment to International Law 

• India championed the principle of self-determination in international law by playing a key role in 
organising the first Asian-African Conference at Bandung in 1955. 

• India has remained committed to the UN Charter and has always advocated the peaceful 
settlement of international disputes. 

• Over the years, India has engaged with international law norms in multiple fields such as human 
rights, trade, investment, environment, ocean, space, etc. 

• India has played an active role in shaping international law on terrorism by proposing a 
Comprehensive Convention on International Terrorism (CCIT). 

• India initiated the International Solar Alliance (ISA), a bold attempt to influence international 
environmental law. 

 
India’s engagement with international law 

• India’s engagement with international law has been marginal, in articulating its national interests 
internationally.  

• India’s generalist diplomats and policy-makers rarely employ the international law vocabulary 
extensively.  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/


                                Insights Mindmap 
 

www.insightsonindia.com                                                      Page 2                                                                     InsightsIAS 

• India failed to use the international law vocabulary to call out Chinese transgressions of India’s 
sovereignty. 

• A similar pattern emerges in India’s dealing with Pakistan.  

• Barring a few instances such as suing Pakistan at the ICJ in the Kulbhushan Jadhav case, India has not 
used international courts to hold Pakistan accountable for its breach of international law.  

• The most striking example is India’s failure to legally challenge Pakistan’s denial of most favoured 
nation status to India at the WTO. 

 
Reason for India’s failure to employ international law 

• Indian foreign service is heavily populated by generalist diplomats. 

• The only section in the Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) that looks at international law is the legal 
and treaties (L&T) division. But this division is grossly understaffed. 

• Fragmentation of decision-making in international law with the involvement of several Ministries 
such as finance, commerce, law, environment, etc. 

• Academically, international law has largely remained a neglected discipline in the last 75 years. 

• Our universities have not invested much in the development of this discipline. 

• The Government has failed to fund research in international law. 

• The Indian Council of World Affairs (ICWA) focuses largely on the study of international relations, not 
international law.  

• China has poured in massive resources to build the capacity of its universities in international law, 
which has benefited the Chinese government as well. 

 
Way Forward 

• Creation of a ‘department of international law’ under the Law Ministry.  

• The MEA must establish chairs for research in international law in universities.  

• India’s ambition of punching above its weight in international affairs cannot be accomplished 
without its investing in international law. 
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