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StepUP2 GS1 FLT 

Synopsis 
 

NOTE: Please remember that following ‘answers’ are NOT ‘model Answers’. What we are providing is content that 
both meets the demand of the question and at the same time gives you extra points to attempt similar questions. 
Diagrams/Images have been provided for your understanding. 

 
 
Q1. How did Bhakti and Sufi movement lay the foundation for a reconfiguration of society and religion on more 
equitable lines. Explain (10M) 
 

Direction: Briefly introduce Bhakti and Sufi movements. Next, list down how they reconfigured Society on an 
equitable basis (as different from existing traditional society) and similarly how they reconfigured religion. Cite 
examples to justify your points. Also, give a brief counterview. Conclude.  

 
Introduction 
Bhakti and Sufi movements were a religious reform movement during medieval times which emphasized surrender 
to god through devotion and it was based on the doctrine that the relationship between god and man is through 
love and worship rather than through performing any ritual or religious ceremonies. 
 
Body 
Role played by Bhakti and Sufi movements for reconfiguration of society and religion are. 
Religion 

• Devotion through prayers: Both movements emphasized on devotion between individual and good and 

pure bhakti is required without anything else to offer. 

▪ Ramanujacharya preached God is inner substance and the rest are his attributes. 

▪ Sufism laid stress on inner purity, compassion and love for all. 

• Spread of religious attributes: Bhakti movement had spread attributes of Vishnu 

▪ Worship of Rama was popularized by Tulsidas and composed Ramcharitmanas. 

▪ Krishna cult was popularized in north belt by Surdas, Mirabai and  

  Chaitanya in Bengal 

• Religious practices: The Bhakti saints criticized the existence of rituals in the Indian society.  

▪ Namadeva preached gospel of love and opposed idol worship and priestly domination. 

• Tolerance: Both the Sufi and the Bhakti movements emphasized on universal brotherhood and religious 

tolerance. 

▪ Kabir’s object was to reconcile Hindu and Muslim and establish harmony between the two sects. 

Society 

• Equality of all beings- Both movements propagated equality and brought the spirit of the universal 

brotherhood of man.  

▪ They rejected any social classification based on caste, class, and gender and against rigidity in 

society. 

• Uplift the position of women - The followers of the bhakti movement allowed both men and women to 

seek salvation. Mirabai, Akka Mahadevi and Bibi Fatima-The first woman Sufi saints of India were some 

Women saints.  

▪ Both movements also condemned Female infanticide and promoted the Freedom of women. 

• Promotion of social service - Bhakti movement thought service to fellow human beings. The Sufi movement 

preached service to humanity is service to God.  
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▪ Sikh-Gurudwara provides Community kitchens and provides food and shelter for the poor and 

travellers.  

• Unity among Hindu-Muslim - The synthesis of both bhakti and Sufi movements helped to bridge the gap 

between the Hindu and Muslim communities and bring them closer to each other.  

▪ The saints of the Bhakti movement and the Sufi saints spread messages of friendship, amity, 

tolerance, peace and equality among all. 

• Development of Regional languages - Bhakti and Sufi saints preached their teachings through languages 

that can easily be understood by common people. This led to the development of regional languages like 

Kannada, Marathi, and Oriya.  

▪ For instance, Bengali was used by Chaitanya and Assamese was popularized by Shankar deva in 

Assam.  

▪ In Gujarat, the credit for popularizing the Hindavi language goes to Shaikh Qutb Alam and Shaikh 

Ahmad Khattu.   

However, a few drawbacks of the Bhakti and Sufi movements. 
Both the movement emphasized on devotion and compassion but these teachings were limited to text and 
saint who followed it though in starting it had brought attention of people towards it but later its effect had 
reduced. 
            There are caste barriers and undesirable ritual practices going on and even present till today’s time. 
So the teaching had limited scope. 

Conclusion 
In any society the righteous thoughts and teaching will have limited scope but such teaching and practices had 
helped to overcome the societal and individual barriers of human being and tried to lay the foundations of a liberal 
and composite society. 
 
Q2. How is the diversity in Indian culture reflected through its music? Explain (10M) 
 

Direction: Introduce Indian culture and Indian music. Next, enumerate various ways music show diversity e.g., 
different music in different regions, religions, folk/tribal, customs etc. Conclude despite diversity, music acts as binding 
agent.  

 
Introduction  
 
Indian culture is one of the most ancient cultures present in the world. Cultural patterns reflect regional variations. 
There is immense variety in Indian culture as it is a blend of various cultures. Different religions, castes, and regions 
follow their tradition and culture. Thus, there is variation in art, architecture, dance forms, theatre forms, and music. 
 
Body 
Indian Cultural Diversity reflected through its music: 

1. Region 

● Hindustani and Carnatic: In North India, Persian and Mughal influences began creating Hindustani 

music. Whereas Carnatic music is comparatively untouched and developed on the original lines. 

Carnatic Sangeet has developed in the south Indian states of Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Andhra Pradesh and 

Karnataka. 

o Hindustani music has various gharanas like Lucknow, Jaipur, Kirana, Agra etc. 

o Carnatic music has homogenous and Hindustani music has a heterogeneous Indian tradition. 

 
2. Religion: Religion also formed the bases for some forms of music in various parts of India: 

● Dasakathia music and dance from Orissa mainly tell mythological stories, primarily about Lord Shiva, 

but also other gods as well.  
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● Villu pattu is a musical story-telling method performed in Tamilnadu and Kerala. It narrates histories 

connected with local gods and goddesses 

● Sankirtana folk music in Assam is performed by the Vaishnava community. 

 
3. Festivals: According to the festivals, certain regions also developed different music styles:  

● Pai songs from Madhya Pradesh are sung during festivals, especially that fall during the rainy season. 

● Basant Geet songs are sung during the Basant Panchami festival in the Garhwal region of Uttarakhand. 

 
4. Dance 

Dance forms have originated from different parts of India as per the local tradition. This is true in the case of 
Folk dance, which emerged from the local tradition of the respective state, ethnic or geographic region. 

● Dandiya Raas is a traditional musical dance form in Gujarat and is associated with scenes of Holi and 

Lila of Krishna and Radha. 

● Songs of Chai Dance (Mizoram) 

● Heliamleu songs are Dancing songs of Nagaland- Narrate achievements of aged people in the past 

battles through this form of music. 

● Drama and Puppetry also includes elements of music to enhance the audio visual experience and to 

depict cultural richness 

 
5. Customs and Traditions  

Styles of marriage ceremonies and birth ceremonies vary from region to region in a state and throughout the 
nation. This is also reflected in the form of songs, and music that are performed during such ceremonies. 

● Ovi is a form of music from Maharashtra and Goa, sung by women. They are usually written for 

marriages, pregnancies and lullabies for children. 

● Wanawan is the folk music from Jammu and Kashmir sung during wedding ceremonies. 

 
6. Tribal diversity and their traditions  

Songs in a tribal society are mostly functional and often have the sanctity of a ceremonial rite.  
● for instance, the songs which accompany the events of the life-cycle-birth, initiation, marriage, and 

death.  

● Similarly, the agricultural songs accompany the burning and preparation of the fields, planting, 

transplanting, harvesting, etc. 

● Eg - Assam's Bihu songs were performed during crop plantation. 

Conclusion  
                              The great diversity of music in India is a direct manifestation of the diversity of the population in terms 
of race, religion, language, and other aspects of culture. Still, music binds them and relates them to being Indian.  
 
 
 
Q3. Bring out the various ways in which Nationalism manifested itself in India during Colonial rule. (10M)  
 

Direction: Define nationalism. Show examples of various types of Indian nationalism e.g., religious nationalism, 
liberal nationalism, revolutionary nationalism, liberation nationalism, etc. Conclude with a positive note for Indian 
nationalism.  

 
Introduction 
Nationalism is an ideology that emphasizes loyalty, devotion, or allegiance to a nation or nation-state and holds that 
such obligations outweigh other individual or group interests. The Spirit of nationalism evolved through the freedom 
struggle which resulted in freeing India from the yoke of British rule. 
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Various ways in which nationalism manifested itself in India 

• Religious nationalism-(relationship of nationalism to a particular religious belief). 

o Revolt of 1857- Sometimes also called First war of Independence. It had seeds of nationalism and 
anti-imperialism, but the concept of common nationality and nationhood was not inherent.   

• Liberal nationalism 
o Pre-congress Organized efforts. 

▪ British India Association- It sent suggestions for the Charter Act of 1853: -  

• This resulted in the addition of six new members to the Governor General’s Council 
for legislative purposes. 

o The Indian Association of Calcutta: - Create strong public opinion on political questions, Unification 
of Indians on common political ground 

o Indian National Congress 
▪ To form a secular and Democratic national movement, To Politicize and publicly educate 

people, an All-India Leadership Group, Develop and propagate anticolonial nationalist 
ideology, Formulate and present popular demands before the government, Develop and 
consolidate the feeling of national unity and Promote Indian nationhood. 

o Moderate Phase 
▪ Moderates were staunch believers in liberalism and constitutional agitation within the law. 

They resorted to Petition, Resolutions, and Meetings. Create a strong public opinion to arouse 
consciousness and national spirit and then educate and unite people. 

▪ To persuade the British government and the public to introduce reforms in India on the lines 
laid by nationalists.  

• E.g.- Suderandra nathh Banerjee, Pherozshah Mehta 
▪ Constitutional Reforms and Propaganda in Legislature, Campaign for General Administrative 

Reforms Such as: 
▪ Exposed the True intentions of the British Government. Eg- Drain Theory by Dada Bhai Naroji( 

Poverty and unBritish rule), Economic History of India ( R. C Dutt) 

• Revolutionary nationalism (armed struggle) 

o Extremist (Swadeshi movement- Against Partition of Bengal in 1905) 
▪ New forms of struggle were introduced such as-Boycott of foreign goods, Public meetings and 

processions, and the Importance of Self-Reliance (Atma Shakti)- Emphasis was placed on 
honour and social and economic regeneration of the villages. 

o Revolutionary Activity- Opted to follow in the footsteps of Russian nihilists or the Irish nationalists. 
▪ Organizing assassinations of unpopular officials and of traitors and informers among the 

revolutionaries, the idea was to strike terror in the hearts of the rulers. Eg- the Chapekar 
brothers- Murdered the Plague Commissioner of Poona, Rand. 

▪ Revolutionary Activity Abroad-  
▪ Eg- Ghadr Party by Lala Hardayal, Zimmerman Plan by Berlin Committee for Indian 

Independence. 
o Revolutionary Activity with Socialistic Tendency- extolling articles on the self-sacrifice of 

revolutionaries, such as Atmashakti. 
▪ Eg- Bomb in Central Legislative Council by Bhagat Singh. The raid by Surya Sen and his group 

in Chittagong armoury. 

• Liberation nationalism ( the view that nations are being persecuted by other nations and thus need to 
exercise self-determination by liberating themselves ) 

o Home rule League Movement- Nationalism was self-rule through political education and discussion, 
public meetings etc. Eg Tilak and Annie Besant. 

o Gandhi Ji and Nationalism 
▪ Believed in the capacity of the masses and took active measures to create awareness. 
▪ Gave powerful expression to Nationalism in the form of Ahimsa and Satyagraha 
▪ This ensured masses can express their nationalism with these two powerful tools. Eg- women 

picketing liquor shops.  
o Non-Cooperation Movement 
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▪ Meaning of Nationalism got more Concrete Form- Not cooperating with the government will 
force the British to leave the country and go. 

▪ Educational institutions were organized under. Like Jamia Millia at Aligarh, kasha Vidyapeeth, 
Bihar Vidyapeeth etc. 

▪ They popularized the work of Charkha and Khadi. National Schools and colleges were set up 
where students were trained in a non-colonial ideological framework 

o Civil disobedience Movement 
▪ Demand for Purna Swaraj. 
▪ Breaking the law of land to overthrow the British. Eg- Dandi Salt march to break Salt Law. 
▪ Focus on Internal purification of society- Removing caste barrier. Gandhi Ji Worked for the 

Upliftment of the Harijan. Removal of untouchability 
▪ Constructive work- Ashrams sprang up where young men and women worked among tribal 

and lower castes. They worked to boycott foreign clothes and liquor 
o Quit India Movement. 

▪ Demand for Complete Independence at any Cost. Gandhiji Mantra-“ Do or Die” signifies the 
Nationalism of this time. 

▪ People broke the law, Attacked the government Establishment. 
▪ Jail Bharo Andolan, Made the functioning of the British in India virally Impossible. 

o Indian National Army 
▪ Under Subhash Chandra Bose- Believed in overthrowing the British by using an organized 

Army to recapture India. Eg- the Imphal Campaign of INA with the help of the Japanese. 

• Cultural Nationalism 
o  Rabindranath Tagore wrote Amar Sonar Bangla. Subramania Bharati wrote Swadesha Geetham. 

Indigenous literature is different from English. 
o Abindranath Tagore and Nadalal Bose moved away from colonial form Painting to revive the Indian 

style. Eg- in the painting of Bharath Mata. 
 

Conclusion 
 Throughout the Freedom struggle, the meaning of Nationalism evolved continuously. It became a stronger force with 
time and acted as a cohesive bond uniting the Indians in their fight against the common enemy British. Ultimately it 
became a driving force for India’s Independence. 
 
 
Q4. Despite high hopes, the Shimla agreement of 1972 failed to live up to its initial promise. Do you agree? Give 
reasons for your argument. (15M) 
 

Direction: 2022 marks 50 years of the Shimla agreement. Briefly introduce the Shimla agreement of 1972. Briefly 
give the background of the agreement. List down the promises laid down in the agreement. List down the promises 
not fulfilled and the reasons for them. Next, briefly indicate that  despite not fulfilling many promises, the agreement 
was signed. Conclude with a balanced view.  

 
Introduction  
The Shimla Agreement signed by Prime Minister Indira Gandhi and President Zulfikar Ali Bhutto of Pakistan on 2nd 
July 1972 was much more than a peace treaty seeking to reverse the consequences of the 1971 war (i.e., to bring 
about withdrawals of troops and an exchange of PoWs). It was a comprehensive blueprint for good neighbourly 
relations between India and Pakistan to work towards the establishment of durable peace, friendship and cooperation. 
 
Body 
The following principles of the Agreement are particularly noteworthy: 

● A mutual commitment to the peaceful resolution of all issues through direct bilateral approaches. 

● To build the foundations of a cooperative relationship with a special focus on people-to-people contacts. 

● To uphold the inviolability of the Line of Control in Jammu and Kashmir, which is a most important CBM 

between India and Pakistan, and a key to durable peace. 
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Promises laid down in the agreement:  

o Avoid conflict and confrontation 

o Prevent hostile propaganda against each other 

o Normalise relations: E.g., Steps shall be taken to resume communications, postal, telegraphic, sea, land 

including border posts, and air links including overflights. 

o Adherence to constitutional provisions 

o Continuous contact between heads of states 

o Immediate steps to normalise relations E.g. Indian and Pakistani forces shall be withdrawn to their side of the 

international border. 

 

Promises that failed to materialize:  

● A disadvantaged peace: with the final agreement containing the caveat “or other peaceful means mutually 

agreed upon.” This has enabled Pakistan to always urge third-party mediation in India-Pakistan relations. 

● Conflicts of Kargil 1999 and use of terrorism in the valley: using terror as a means to stir up the Kashmir valley, 

and many terror attacks on Indian soil like 2008- Mumbai attack, URI attack and many more. 

● Pakistan resorting to hostile propaganda against India: It culminated in India being held responsible for 

happenings in Kashmir as state-sponsored atrocities in the 1990s on the basis of false accusations. 

● Lack-lustre trade and diplomatic relations: both countries resorted to diplomatic and trade boycotts with 

every occurrence of misunderstanding or miscalculation in the relations. 

● Ceasefire violations across the border 

● Continuous contact between heads of state: Neither the 'heads of two Governments ' nor their 

'representatives' have met in order to arrive at 'a final settlement' of the Kashmir issue as required under the 

Shimla agreement.  

 
Promises that were fulfilled from the Shimla agreement:  

● Return of the 90,000 soldiers: India returned the 90,000 odd POWs (prisoners of war) as per the international 

convention. 

● Return of the captured territory of 15,000 square km on the western border: as per the agreement India 

returned the captured territory on the western border including Lahore as well. 

● Conversion of the UN-mandated ceasefire line into LOC (Line of Control): as per the agreement India agreed 

to convert the UN ceasefire line to a Line of control that no side would unilaterally transgress or try to change 

the status quo. 

 
Conclusion  
The Shimla Agreement teaches a lot about the importance of bilateral agreements which seem to be the solution for 
the longest time for the conflicts between belligerent countries. The Shimla agreement is a perfect example of a 
bilateral agreement in the international purview but it is a failed agreement because it could not achieve any of India’s 
objectives fully, be it maintaining peace or resolving the Kashmir issues. 
 
 
 
Q5. Assess the impact of global warming on the El Nino Southern Oscillation. (10M) 
 

Direction: Briefly introduce ENSO. Give some details of their mechanism. Then explain how global warming is affecting 
ENSO- changing its pattern and frequency. Also, in brief, give its impact on India. Conclude.  
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Introduction  
El Nino is the period that is marked by warmed-up or increased temperatures at the surface of the central and eastern 
Pacific oceans. Meanwhile, the La Nina period is when the eastern Pacific Ocean surface temperatures are colder than 
normal. Collectively, these phenomena are called the El Nino Southern Oscillation or ENSO. 
 
Main Body  

❖ Mechanism of El Nino Southern Oscillation 

➢ ENSO =  

▪ warm water in the eastern Pacific + low pressure over the eastern Pacific 

▪  Cool water in the western Pacific + high pressure in the western Pacific 

➢ They result in climate conditions similar to El-Nino. 

➢ The formation of an El Niño [Circulation of Water] is linked with the Pacific Ocean circulation pattern 

known as the southern oscillation [circulation of atmospheric pressure]. El Nino and Southern 

Oscillation coincide most of the time hence their combination is called ENSO – El Nino Southern 

Oscillation. 

 
❖ Impact of global warming on El Nino Southern Oscillation 

➢ Increased frequency: Global warming will increase the frequency of extreme El Niño events, leading 

to intensifying droughts, worsening floods, and shifting hurricane patterns. 

➢ Weakening of ENSO: Future El Niño events will lose heat to the atmosphere more quickly due to the 

evaporation of water vapour.  

▪ Also, there will be a reduced temperature difference between the eastern and western 

tropical Pacific, inhibiting the development of temperature extremes during the ENSO cycle. 

➢ A shift in rainfall pattern: In a warming climate, rainfall extremes are projected to shift eastward 

along the equator in the Pacific Ocean during El Niño events and westward during extreme La Niña 

events.  

➢ The weakening of Tropical Instability Waves (TIWs) in the projected future can cause a disruption of 

the La Niña event. 

▪ TIWs are a dominant feature of monthly variability in the equatorial Pacific and the Atlantic 

Ocean. 

➢ Present Impact: Some ENSO impacts are already being amplified, such as the extensive coral bleaching 

and increases in tropical Pacific storm activity observed during the 2015-16 El Niño, and extreme cold 

waves in North India in the 2020 and 2021 winters due to La Nina. 
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➢ Impact on India: Monsoon, Cold waves in North India are highly influenced by ENSO. Any variation in 

ENSO will therefore shift the timing and pattern of Monsoon over south India.  

Conclusion 
If global warming keeps rising, ENSO could continue to intensify, with major impacts on societies around the world. “If 
the observed background changes continue under future anthropogenic forcing [human-induced global warming], 
more frequent extreme El-Nino events will induce profound socioeconomic consequences. 
 
 
 
 
Q6. In light of India slowly moving away from coal, briefly discuss the opportunities and challenges that the coal-
based industries will face in the coming years. (10M)  
 

Direction: India along with other countries are slowly transitioning away from coal this is creating opportunity and 
challenges. In introduction, briefly give status of coal use in India. Next, show how India is transitioning away from 
coal. Next, enumerate the opportunities that this transition will give and challenges that lie therein. Conclude with 
way forward. 

 
Introduction 
Coal is the most important and abundant fossil fuel in India. It accounts for 55% of the country’s energy needs. The 
country’s industrial heritage was built upon indigenous coal. 
 
India’s Slow Transition from Coal 

• Cancellation of projects: India is currently constructing 34GW of new coal capacity. 

o But Since 2015, India has seen over 326GW of projects cancelled, including more than 250GW of 

shelved capacity.  

• Share of Coal in Primary Energy Consumption:  It reduced from 58% in 2014 to 55% in 2020. 

• Increased investment in renewables: The country's renewable energy sector is expected to boom with a likely 

investment of over USD 15 billion in 2022. 

• International commitments: At COP 26, India promised to be net-zero by 2070.  

Opportunities that the coal-based industries will have in the coming future 

Coal still provides around 70 percent of the country’s electricity and will be a major source for at least some time in 

the future. 

• Clean Coal Technology- Coal can be diverted from polluting thermal power plants into a much greener source 

of energy. Eg- coal gasification.  

o This provides new investment opportunities, more innovation for developing alternative technologies, 

Job creation. 

• Cheaper raw materials- Due to lower demand for coal in the future, its price will eventually come down. This 

will benefit other coal-based industries like Steel, Cement, and Chemical Industries. 

• Stranded Coal Assets-The sector has been under financial distress for years due to bad loans and other 

business decisions that have saddled coal plants and distribution utilities with billions of dollars of debt 

o A December 2019 report published by the Institute for Energy Economics and Financial Analysis 

(IEEFA) found that an additional 12 plants could have moved out of the range of economic feasibility. 

o The transition will aid in reducing NPA’s. 

• Gas-based economy: Together with the government push, coal-based industries are turning towards 

electricity and gas as the main source of fuel. E.g., major fertilizer plants are running on gas 
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Challenges that the coal-based industries will face in the coming future  

• Cost constraints: Coal is still one of the cheapest fuel for several industries. Transition to alternatives such as 

gas, renewables may increase the operating cost for coal-based industries, thus making the industry less 

competitive 

• Competition from Renewables- Presently solar electricity is the cheapest electricity that is produced in India. 

Thus, coal-based power plants are struggling to sell their power and many plants are running at lower 

production level. 

• Availability of coal- transition to renewable is making it harder to attract large investments in coal production. 

o A number of states including Delhi, Punjab, and Rajasthan have raised concerns about potential 

blackouts as a result of low coal inventory at thermal power plants. 

• Lack of Investment- In the recent auctions two-fifths of the mines opened up to private investment received 

no bids, and zero foreign firms participated. 

o foreign capital is not interested in investing in coal 

• Low-Capacity utilization- Average coal plant load factors have fallen consistently, from 61 percent in 2018 to 

53 percent in 2021, making it more expensive to run existing plants and highlighting the folly of building new 

coal. 

o This will further go down leading to stressed assets and more losses for these companies. 

• Stricter Environment Norms- As climate change becomes more and more crucial, the environmental norms 

will become more stringent. This will cost heavily for the coal-based Industry to comply with the norms. 

o According to the analysis by the Centre for Science and Environment (CSE), 61% of the coal-based 

power plants located near million-plus population cities, which have to meet their emission standards 

by December 2022, will miss their deadlines. 

• Mobilising resources will become difficult- Many countries and international financing institutions have 

pledged against the financing of coal-based industries. Thus, the cost of credit will increase. 

o Eg – G7 countries have agreed to stop international funding for coal. 

• Job Losses- Many mines and coal-based thermal power stations will be forced to shut down. This will result in 

job loss on a massive scale. 

Conclusion 
India’s current per capita coal consumption is three-fifths that of the OECD average, and one-fifth that of China’s. 
This low per-capita coal consumption in a coal-rich country can and must remain the key feature of India’s growth, 
going forward. Coal Based industries must be eventually phased out to achieve a cleaner and greener growth for the 
Nation. 
 

Additional Information: 
Way Forward 

• Instead of increasing coal production, the focus must be on investing in cleaner alternatives. E.g.-Hydrogen power 

• Coal cannot be completely replaced at present. Thus, industries dependent on coal must adopt mitigation 

strategies. E.g. - Carbon capture and storage technique, stringent emission norms. 

• Clean coal as an idea has huge potential in India because of the age and inefficiency of some of our plants. 

• There is a need for ‘Vision 2030 for the coal sector’, which takes into account the environmental factors such as 

reduction of carbon footprint, abatement of global warming. 

 
Q7. Has the climate change accelerated the heatwaves and wildfires events across the world? Explain. Also, briefly 
enumerate the various measures taken by countries to mitigate its impact. (10M) 
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Direction: Give geographical reasons (how climate change is changing jet stream and other reasons- responsible for 
heatwaves and consequent wildfires across the world). Briefly give its impact on communities. Cite examples from 
the world as well as India. Then list down various measures (recent) taken by various countries. Conclude with what 
more can be done. 

 
Introduction 
Climate Change is a periodic modification of Earth’s climate brought about due to the changes in the atmosphere as 
well as the interactions between the atmosphere and various other geological, chemical, biological and geographical 
factors within the Earth’s system.  
Indisputably, the climate of the planet is undergoing changes. This change in climate has brought havoc to different 
countries in form of heatwaves and wildfires  
 
Body: 
Yes, Climate change is driving heatwaves and wildfires; -  

• Geographical reason: - Due to the effects of climate change the jet streams has temporarily split into two, 
leaving an area of weak winds and high-pressure air between the two branches that is conducive to the build-
up of heatwaves. As a result, the area under low-pressure drawing winds towards them. 

• Global warming; - Greenhouse gas emissions from human activities have heated the planet by about 1.2 
degrees Celsius since pre-industrial times.  

o That warmer baseline means higher temperatures can be reached during extreme heat events.  
o E.g. Australian 2019-20 fire season, known as the ‘Black Summer’. 

• Creating ground: Climate change increases hot and dry conditions that help fires spread faster, burn longer 
and rage more intensely.  

o Hotter weather also saps moisture from vegetation, turning it into dry fuel that helps fires to spread.  
o Hotter temperatures are also pushing wildfires into regions not used to them, and thus less prepared 

to cope. 
• Climate change not the only factor: - Forest management and ignition sources are also important factors 

behind wild fires.  
o For instance, In Europe, more than nine out of 10 fires are ignited by human activities, like arson, 

disposable barbecues or electricity lines. 
o Some actions can help to limit severe blazes, such as setting controlled fires that mimic the low-

intensity fires in natural ecosystem cycles, or introducing gaps within forests to stop blazes rapidly 
spreading over large areas. 

 
Impact of increased heatwaves and wildfires 

• Threat to life and property: it possess direct threat to people life and property as it forces people to 
leave their home.  

o For instance, heat waves in France has brought severe droughts there resulting into water crisis. 

• Pollution: Various polluting gasses are released whenever there is a wildfires, like Nitrous oxide, Co2, 
PM 2.5 and particulate matter lesser than 2.5 microns which could severe health issues such as 
cardiovascular and respiratory diseases. 

• Health related issues: The health impacts of Heat Waves typically involve dehydration, heat cramps, 
heat exhaustion and/or heat stroke. 

• Vicious cycle: Wildfires also burn up the carbon stored in trees and soil, releasing large amounts of 
smoke, methane, and carbon dioxide into the atmosphere, which increase overall temperatures. 

• Threat to biodiversity: increased heat waves and Wildfires destroy the habitats and the intricate 
relationships of diverse flora and fauna leading to loss of ecosystems and biodiversity. 

o For instance, Florida's sea turtles are grappling with a gender imbalance made worse by climate 
change which has resulted into sand beaches getting hotter leading to every turtle being born as 
female. 

 
Various steps taken by countries to mitigate its impact:  
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• USA: The US Senate has passed a sweeping $430 billion bill intended to fight climate change and raise some 
corporate taxes. 

• Japan has taken a first step into its research for a green gross domestic product (GDP) measurement that 
reflects the country's progress in reducing greenhouse gas emissions in its economic growth. 

• The European Commission has approved the German government's €3 billion ($3.05 billion) scheme to 
support renewable energy and waste heat-based district heating programmes, which it said would help 
Germany and the EU achieve their climate change targets. 

• India, the world's third-largest carbon polluter, has approved new targets for slashing planet-warming 
emissions, more than a year after a United Nations deadline for updated commitments. 

o India will also aim to meet half of its energy demands from renewable sources, such as solar and 
wind, by 2030. 

 
Conclusion 
Climate change is happening. This should be accepted and not politicised. International cooperation to address climate 
change is vital to mitigate the adverse impact. Additionally, mitigation must be complemented with climate change-
related adaption since mitigation alone cannot address the adverse effects we are facing right now. 
 

 
Additional Information which can be used in similar questions:  
 
Limitation of the measures taken be various countries  

• Covid impact: In the aftermath of the economic contraction exacerbated by the pandemic, all governments are 
in a dreadful hurry to kick-start the economy. Which can potentially accelerate the problem. 

• Non commitment towards Paris targets: countries are not serious about achieving the goals set by them under 
Paris agreements. 

• Poor and Marginal section ignored: Policy makers of countries have ignored the impact of these extreme events 
on the poor and marginal sections of the society who will be most impacted. 

• Efforts to reach carbon neutrality by 2050 are likely to remain out of reach as copper supply fails to match 
demand amid growing use of solar panels, electric vehicles and other renewable technologies. 

• No long-term strategy: countries need to move away from the short-term measures and focus on devising a 
concrete long-term strategy to deal with the issue together. 

 
What more measures are needed: 

• Awareness: Improving community information and preparedness reduces vulnerability. 

• Improved development planning, building standards and management of the forest-urban boundary reduces 
exposure.  

• Early warning: Information about forest dryness is useful for early warning and preparedness for extreme fires. 
Similarly, mapping climate variability across many years can help predict extreme years.  

• National and local measures: Pursuing ambitious global greenhouse gas mitigation alongside national and local 
measures to adapt to a climate changed world, is a necessary strategy if we are to limit further increases in fire 
risk 

• GHGs mitigation: While efforts can be made to limit vulnerability, exposure and fire itself, it is clear that the 
contribution of climate change to fire risk would be lower if greenhouse gas emissions were curtailed. 

 
 
Q8. What is the impact of gender division of labor on the development of society? (10M) 
 

Direction: Introduce briefly the what do you mean by gender division of labor, Next show the various impacts of gender 
division of labor and briefly suggest how negative issues arising out of it can be addressed. Conclude.  
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Introduction 

The gender division of labour refers to the allocation of different jobs or types of work to women and men.  As per 
the Economic Survey for 2020-21: the labor force participation rate of females in the productive age (15-59 years) 
was 26.5 % in 2018-19, as compared to 80.3 % for males. Thus, there exists a huge disparity when it comes to the 
division of Labor. 
 

Impact of gender division of labor on the development of society 

• Gender stereotypes- Women are forced to confine themselves to certain kinds of Job roles and hamper the 

full development of their potential.  

o E.g.- In IIT’s Ratio of female to male students is 1:9 which is dismally low. 

• Glass ceiling effect- Because of gender division, women are prevented from reaching higher rungs of 

organizational ladder despite having the required qualification. 

o Eg- Majority of the Fortune 500 companies have a Male CEO. 

• Strengthens Patriarchy:- Women due to a position of disadvantage have lesser bargaining power and are 

subdued in a male-dominated society.  

• Hurts Economic Growth- McKinsey study: Indian women contributed just 17% of national GDP, which is less 

than half the global average of 37% 

o IMF’s study: shows that raising women's participation in the workforce to the level of men can boost 

the Indian economy by 27% 

• Increasing Informalisation- According to the ILO, 81% of Indian women work in the informal economy. This 

leads to poor social security and a high incidence of poverty. 

• More Unpaid Work-As per International Labour Organization (ILO): Women perform 76.2 percent of total 

hours of unpaid care work. This is three times more than similar work performed by men. This has resulted in 

skewed nature of care work, negatively discriminating against women. 

• Gender pay Gap- Women are Paid 34% less than men performing the same job( Global Gender Gap report) 

• Sex Ratio:- Abnormally low sex Ratio at birth in India 91 girls for 100 boys(  Gender Gap Index 2020) 

• Social Evils- Domestic Violence, Dowry, Child marriage, Forced marriages, Son Meta preference, Female 

feticide. 

• Health- Women have less financial control and access to resources. 50% of women are anemic in India 

o Just 12% of currently married women (15-49 years of age) independently make decisions about their 

own healthcare. 

o NFHS-4 suggests that 30% of women in India in the age group of 15-49 have experienced physical 

violence. 

o Women are more prone to mental health issues than men. 

• Low skilled jobs- Women are concentrated in low skilled jobs with low wages. 

o E.g.- women as agricultural labours. Low-skilled spinning workers compared to higher-skilled weaving 

textile workers. 

• Poor Human Capital Formation- Women due to low Demand in jobs, are denied education, skill training. 

Number of women entrepreneurs is a fraction of their counterparts. 

• Sectoral Division - Women make up only 14% of scientists, Engineers, and technologists employed in R&D 

institutions. Global Average is 28%. 

o Only 8% of ISRO scientific and technical staff are women. 

• Transgender- Are heavily discriminated against. Find it nearly impossible to get a job leading to high poverty 

rates among them. 
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Way forward 

• Education and skill Development: - To increase the enrollment of women in higher education. Vocational and 

skill development of women. Promoting women in the field of STEM. E.g.- KIRAN scheme. 

• Breaking the glass ceiling by recruiting more women, Mentoring, guidance, and special programs for women. 

• Formalization-Bringing more women under the formal sector. More coverage of the Social security net for 

women. 

• Leveraging the Gig Economy as it provides work opportunities for women with flexibility and security. 

• Promoting Entrepreneurship-making them Independent. Eg- The stand up India scheme. 

• Transgender-Reservation in Jobs. Special skill development and education programs. 

o Eg- Kerala announced a special policy for transgender. 

• Strict Implementation of law- Ensuring Equal Pay for women, Workplace security. 

• Social Reforms- Giving women their due respect, and breaking the chain of Patriarchy. It must be achieved by 

bringing an attitude change and social acceptance through community participation. 

Conclusion 

A society cannot develop sustainably when half of its population is ignored in the workforce. It is time; women are 

given their share in society and make society more inclusive. Change must start by bringing equity in the gender 

division of labour. This will go a long way in helping achieve SDG-5 Gender Equality.  

 
Q9. Do you think digital media and smartphones have affected Indian society negatively? Argue by giving suitable 
illustrations. (10M) 
 

Direction: Impact of digital media on young has constantly been in News. Introduce how digital media has 
penetrated Indian society. Next, enumerate the negative and positive impact of digital media. Conclude with a 
balanced view. 

 
Introduction 
India will have 1 billion smartphone users by 2026 with rural areas driving the sale of internet-enabled phones, 
according to a Deloitte study. They have enabled the reach of digital services to the far reaches of the country but 
have also created certain negative issues in the society.  
 
Body 
 

Digital media include software, digital images, digital video, video games, web pages and websites, social media, 
digital data and databases, digital audio such as MP3, electronic documents and electronic books. 

 
Negative impacts of digital media and smart phones 
Social impacts: 

● Adults and children both are bullied, stalked, and even kidnapped using their social media accounts 

● Fraud relationships: Relationship scams occur when a criminal adopts a fake online identity to gain a victim's 

affection and trust 

● False Idolization and Expectation: Buy products, follow dieting, and do all the famous influencers’ activities 

without giving it a second thought. 

● Lack of Social and Emotional Skills: The more time you spend looking at a screen, the less time you spend 

interacting in person with others.  

o This makes it more difficult to establish interpersonal connections and strong relationships. 

● Fake news: Example: mob lynching news which was spread through social media 

● Young children and adolescents addicted to mobile games, social media, etc 
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Economic impacts: 
● Unnecessary expenditure: Smartphones have become a status symbol e.g. owning an iPhone is considered 

savvy.  

● Online money  fraud: These include online scams, spam, identity theft, a scammer buying products online 

from your account without your knowledge, identity spoofing, scam pop-up alerts, chain letter scams, etc 

Psychological impacts: 
● Addiction to response: People post daily updates/ content on social media. If they don’t get as many likes or 

comment on their friends, they start feeling useless and worthless. Deciding one’s self-worth on several likes 

and comments on social media isn’t healthy. 

● Fear of Missing Out (FOMO): social media is not always accurate and is often an exaggerated version of 

reality. But smartphone affects young minds, and they get sucked into the FOMO concept. 

Health impacts: 
● Concentration Difficulty: Exposure to smartphones and the constant urge to check smartphones’ screens 

has resulted in low concentration. Some games may help focus students while playing.  

● Increased Mental Laziness: Children prefer using mobile phone calculators even for small calculations 

instead of pen and paper due to instant access to smartphones. Additionally, too much smartphone use can 

reduce students’ thinking process. 

● Disturbed Sleeping Pattern: sleeping habits as we get indulged in checking social media feeds and forget 

about time. 

● Weak eyesight: These devices emit blue light, which can harm eyesight if stared at its screen for a long time. 

These lights harm the eyes for a longer duration. 

● Effect Learning and Comprehension: With the advent of technology and smartphones, we can read anything 

on the go. Hence, we no longer carry or read newspapers, magazines, books, etc. Researchers claim that 

children learn better from a printed textbook than from a digital one. 

However, there are few positive impacts of digital media and smartphones 
● Impact on Education: Smartphones provide a unique way to improve the quality of education accessible 

from any part of the world.  

● Improves communication and access: In many ways, smartphones are a great tool to stay in touch with 

people. Example: business, meetings, events, family and friends communication 

● Help in Emergencies: Smartphones can be essential tools in the case of an emergency.  They are a quick and 

easy way to get in contact with someone if you are in need of help.  

o Example: GPS usage when stranded in an unknown place 

● Enables economic activity: e.g. there are many businesses which use social media for promotion and 

earnings.  

● Help Us Stay Organized: With multi-tasking becoming the norm of modern-day life, it often becomes 

difficult to keep track of everything. Example: steps count digitally in smartphones 

● Increased Awareness: By helping us stay connected with each other and with the world, mobile phones help 

people to stay up-to-date on the political, economic, and social issues affecting the world.  

o Example: can cross-check the false news earliest possible. 

Conclusion 
It’s time to overcome these negative effects of smartphones and start living a less affected life. Screen time 
limitations for both children and kids, more social gatherings, and indulging in hobbies are a few methods to curb 
smartphone use. 
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Q10. Globalization doesn’t lead to loss of identity and culture, it merely changes them for the better, incorporating 
new and more diverse ingredients and processes. Critically examine. (10M)  
 

Direction: Briefly explain what is globalization and how it changes identity and culture. Next, give a counterview of 
how it does lead to loss of identity. Conclude.  

 
Introduction 
Globalization is the process of interaction and integration among people, companies, and governments worldwide. It 
has accelerated since the 18th century due to advances in transportation and communication technology. This 
increase in global interactions has caused a growth in international trade and the exchange of ideas, beliefs, and 
culture 
 
Body 
How Globalisation brings in betterment? 
o Experiences across nations suggest that Globalisation has made the world a better place to live in and solve some 

of the deep-seated problems like unemployment and poverty 
o Globalisation is synonymous with free trade: which promotes global economic growth; creates jobs, makes 

companies more competitive, and lowers prices for consumers 
o Cultural intermingling occurs and as a result, each country learns more about other cultures 

▪ Ex: Globalisation has enabled the world to follow the Yogic traditions of India to work on mental health 
and food aspects 

▪ Also, the rich embodiment of the Indian culture has pulled in numerous non-natives from materialistic 
cultures, to remain back in India and blend into its interminable fragrance 

o It has made people understand the notions of Equality better 
▪ Ex: the stereotyped role of women in ancient India to perform only family and household-related activities; 

has transformed into more active roles based on equality 
o It has enhanced the capacity to communicate and defend one’s values and ideals globally 

▪ A correlation of Globalisation could be the way, how educated youth from the slums of Mumbai, India 
started the Dalit Panther Movement (DPM) in 1972, getting inspired by the US Black Panther movement 

  
However, at the same time, the negative impacts of Globalisation,  that are relevant to the loss of Identity and 
culture are as follows: 
▪ Increasing Westernisation leads to the loss of native ideals 

• Ex: In India, Marriage used to be considered as the bonding of souls which will be connected even after the 
demise of the partners; yet today marriage resembles an expert bond or a purported pledge to share 
existence without bargaining their self-interests. 

▪ Losing the importance of Festivals and Social values 
• Particularly in India, We have the included values of treating the guests as God, warm-hearted welcoming, 

greeting elders with due respect, and celebrating every small festival with the great colour of enjoyment 
and togetherness 

▪ Convenience making way over reality 
• Consider the various cuisines from different places throughout the world however have distinctive flavours 

to include; still, the food ingredients that have inflicted much popularity are the junk food items which have 
increased the health disorders in the country 

▪ Fear of loss of roots, in which the civilization once flourished 
• India was overwhelmingly an agriculture-based nation. With the propelled globalization and springing up of 

MNCs, farming and agriculture have lost their prime importance in India.  
• Agriculture science has minimal concentration among the youths who consider 

cultivating as a despicable calling 
▪ Globalisation makes it more prone for 'Dangerous or violent ideals' to spread faster 

• E.g. influence of terror groups such as ISIS is influencing extremism across the world 
  

Conclusion 
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Hence, the influence of Globalisation goes both ways. Thus, it is imperative to take in only the finer elements from the 
cross-country flow of Ideas and not at the cost of nativity and loss of identity & culture 
 
 
 
Q11. Illustrate with examples how the contributions of universities of ancient and medieval India were much more 
than just being premier religious cum academic establishments. (15 M) 
 

Direction: Introduce various universities in ancient India. Next, using a map show their location and brief description 
(as Qn is 15M). Then highlight their contribution in various aspects beyond religion e.g., arts, sculpture, social 
contribution etc. Conclude.  

 
Introduction 

Notable universities of ancient and medieval India include universities such as Takshashila, Mithila, Nalanda, 
Vallabhi, etc.  

Beyond being religious and educational institutions, these universities were hotspots of ideological 
discussions, architectural excellence, repositories of cultural artefacts, and much more.  
Body 

 

 
 
Wider features of the Universities: 

• Curriculum beyond religion: 
o Nalanda: 

▪ Nalanda’s curriculum went beyond religious texts to include literature, theology, logic, 
grammar, medicine, philosophy, the arts, and metaphysics.  

• Lectures, discussions, and assemblies formed a part of the regular pedagogy at the 
mahavihara, much beyond one-way teaching.  

o Takshashila: 
▪ TakshaShila attained recognition as an important centre of learning not just for Vedic and 

Buddhist studies, but also for mastering various arts and sciences. 
▪ Nearly 2,000 master teachers taught an array of at least 68 topics at the ancient university. 
▪ It specialized in the study of medicine, as it was a place in which Ayurvedic medicine and 

surgery could be studied for up to 7 years before graduation. The Ayurvedic healer Charaka 
studied at Taxila. 

o Valabhi: 
▪ Though Hinayana Buddhism was predominant here, Valabhi was also open to all forms of 

knowledge. 

• Artistic and sculptural achievements: 
o Nalanda: 

Additional details 

Nalanda, seen as the world’s most ancient university, was declared a WHS in 2016. The Nalanda 

Museum was established in 1917.  

Taxila or Takshashila was an ancient capital city of the Buddhist kingdom of Gandhara and a centre 

of learning in what is now North-Western Pakistan. 

Vikramashila was established by King Dharmapala (783 to 820) in response to a supposed decline in 

the quality of scholarship at Nalanda and flourished for 400 years till 12th century. 

Valabhi University was established in Saurashtra of modern Gujarat at around 6th century and it 

flourished for 600 years till the 12th century. 
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▪ Nalanda’s history is also connected to the images found in surrounding villages and are 
currently housed in modern temples and worshipped locally. 

• These images, especially that of Buddha, formed a part of Nalanda’s artistic and 
sculptural achievements.  

• Notable is the stone and bronze sculptures excavated from Nalanda and now kept in 
the Nalanda Museum. 

o Taxila - Gandhara art: 
▪ In its interpretation of Buddhist legends, the Gandhara school incorporated many motifs and 

techniques from Classical Roman art, including vine scrolls, cherubs bearing garlands, tritons, 
and centaurs.   

▪ The basic iconography, however, remained Indian. 

• As Buddhist centres: 
o Nalanda: 

▪ Contemporary sources describe the site of Nalanda as a mahavihara, a great monastery.  
▪ Shortly after the Buddha’s demise, a king called Shakraditya built a monastery at the site. 

Succeeding Gupta kings also built monasteries near that. 
▪ Great Stupa or Sariputra’s Stupa is the most iconic of all the monuments at the Nalanda site 

in Bihar.  
o Takshashila: 

▪ It is very significant in Buddhist tradition since it is believed that the Mahayana sect of 
Buddhism took shape here. 

o Vallabhi:  
▪ Vallabhi championed the cause of Hinayana Buddhism between 600 CE and 1200 CE. 

Nevertheless, Brahmanical sciences were also taught here along with the doctrines of 
Buddhism. 

• Valabhi was also an important centre of learning in the Jaina tradition. The second 
Jaina council was held in Valabhi in the 5th or 6th century CE. 

• Ties with royalties: 
o The seals of several Gupta kings have been excavated from Nalanda.  

▪ The royal patronage to Nalanda continued in post-Gupta times as well, during the reign of 
Harshavardana (606-648 C.E.) and the Palas. 

o Takshashila is perhaps best known because of its association with Chanakya.  
▪ The famous treatise Arthashastra (Sanskrit for The knowledge of Economics) by Chanakya, is 

said to have been composed in Takshashila itself. 

• Social network - Nalanda: 
o Recent findings reveal that Nalanda had geo-cultural connections than were previously realised.  

▪ The mahavihara must have had a dynamic relationship with the agricultural villages and 
habitations surrounding it, to meet the food requirements and to source goods and services. 

▪ Secondly, Nalanda was connected to the network of monasteries found in the vicinity.  
o Valabhi: 

▪ It was completely supported by the citizens of the place who were rich and generous. Apart 
from these citizens, the Maitraka Kings also extended their support. 

• Architectural excellence: 
o Xuanzang and Yijing - travellers and visitors to Nalanda - mention Nalanda as having eight richly 

carved and adorned halls.  
▪ Yijing also talks about 300 apartments on the premises.  

o All the monuments were originally built-in brick and decorated with stucco. Some of them also carry 
stone structures, which were added later. 

▪ Site 3/Temple 3 is the most iconic of all the monuments and features in all the visual 
representations of Nalanda. It follows the panchayatana style. 
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Conclusion 
Evidently, the ancient and medieval universities have had a complex and multi-layered past, be it the artistic 

and sculptural achievements, the spatial and cultural overlapping of different religious affiliations and faiths, or the 
agricultural and mercantile ecosystems. The Universities will have to be understood in the context of their larger geo-
cultural connections. 
 
Q12. Trace the series of events which led to the partition of India.  Do you think it could have been avoided? Give 
justification for your argument. (15M) 
 

Direction: Briefly introduce the partition of India and the events around it. Then trace how a series of steps 
ultimately led to the consequence of partition. Draw a diagram to show it. Then answer- Yes partition could have 
been avoided. Give reason. Next show no it couldn’t have been avoided. Give justification. Conclude.  

 
Introduction: 
The Partition of India was the process of dividing the subcontinent along sectarian lines, which took place in 1947. 
It is one of the largest migrations in human history, as millions of Muslims moved to West and East Pakistan while 
millions of Hindus and Sikhs headed in the opposite direction. Many hundreds of thousands never made it. 
 
Body: 

 

Divide and rule Politics:  

• Partition of Bengal: 1905 partition on religious lines. Muslim League formed in 1906 supported the partition. 

• Separate electorates: Provided to the Muslims in Minto-Morley reforms. It sowed the seeds of 

communalism and checked the historical process of the unification of India 

Communal events of the 1920s and the 30s:  

• Tabligh and Shuddhi movements caused conflicts; the cow protection movement, and music before the 

mosque instilled hatred against each other. Khilafat movement invoked the Muslim cause into politics. 

Though it had unity, it weakened the secular cause. 

Failure of Muslim league in 1937 elections:  

• The Indian National Congress emerged in power in eight of the provinces - the exceptions being Punjab and 

Sindh. The All-India Muslim League failed to form a government in any province. This antagonized Jinnah 

who decided to organise them into a force strong enough to be able to negotiate. 

Two Nation theory:  



 
 

19 

 

• After poet Mohammad Iqbal developed the idea, in 1940 the Muslim League passed a resolution that asked 

for independent states for Muslims in the North-west and the Eastern areas of the country.  

• Throughout the 1940s, there were talks and demonstrations of the “Two Nation” Theory. Jinnah espoused 

that Hindus and Muslims were two entirely different peoples and entirely different nations and the two 

could not be accommodated in the same country.  

Failure of Cripps mission and the quit India Movement:  

• Cripps’ Mission was rejected by both the INC and the Muslim League. The INC under Mahatma Gandhi 

launched the Quit India Movement. Almost the entire leadership of the INC was jailed without trial, 

keeping them imprisoned until 1945.  

• This enabled the Muslim League, which had rejected Gandhi’s calls to join the Quit India Movement, to 

grow in influence and outreach. The growing incidents of communal violence in the country escalated the 

rise of the League. 

Failure of cabinet mission plan: 

• INC and ML accepted the long-term plans of the cabinet mission. The Election in 1946 affirmed the Muslim 

League as the sole Muslim party.  

• Nehru denied the proposal regarding the composition of the new government but agreed to be a part of 

the Executive Council until the Constitution was framed. These developments agitated Jinnah. He rejected 

the proposals of the Cabinet Mission altogether. Furthermore, fearing that his idea of Pakistan will never 

come to pass; Jinnah called for ‘Direct Action Day.  

Direct Action Day:   

• On August 16, 1946, Direct Action Day became exceedingly violent in Kolkata.  

• The League entered the Council, but the communal violence did not end. All the efforts made by Congress to 

convince Jinnah, to align the League with their plan of action failed. Upon Lord Mountbatten’s arrival in 

India, Congress expressed its incompetence in making this coalition work and eventually agreed to partition. 

Could this have been avoided? 
 
Yes.  
If the Muslim League and congress agreed to work together: as during the Lucknow pact of 1916. 

• The Nehru report was rejected by the league; 14 points by the Muslim league were not accepted by 

congress. 

• In the 1936-37 provincial elections, the League requested Congress to form a coalition govt. in the United 

Provinces, but Nehru declined due to ideological differences.  

If Congress had gained Muslim support 

• Nehru further launched a Muslim mass contact program in 1937, to connect with the entire Muslim 

community. But it failed. 

• The Indian National Congress failed to assess the impact of the Muslim league’s campaign in the 1940s and 

lost severely to the Muslim League in Bengal, Sind and Punjab in the 1946 provincial elections. 

If Nehru had accepted to grouping in Cabinet Mission Plan, 1946: 

• After Nehru’s rejection of compulsory grouping, the Muslim leagues call for the direct action day. It led to 

violent communal riots killing 4000 in Kolkata and lakhs displaced. With no sight out from the violence, the 

INC accepted partition. 

Had the Indians realized the British intentions: 
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• The British didn’t oppose the idea of Pakistan from 1940 to 1946 and rather encouraged it. They thought to 

use the Pakistan card, as a counterpoise to the Congress’s demand of Swaraj. 

• If both the religious communities would have understood the ill-intent of Britishers while pleasing one 

community over the other. The partition could be avoided.  

Partition was necessary:  
 
The inevitability of partition:  Even if all of the above had happened, it would just be a temporary fix. 
No end to the violence 

• Only an immediate transfer of power could forestall the spread of ‘Direct action’ and communal violence. 

Lack of unity:  

• It was clear from various constitutional missions that the autonomy of provinces was a guarantee if not for 

partition, making independent India a weak state. This would eventually lead to the Muslim majority states 

wanting to break free. 

Separate electorates:  

• Would continue, further dividing the nation into communal lines. Thus the on-ground enmity between the 

groups would have been fueled further. 

Conclusion: 
The process of drawing lines on the map was one thing; but the on-ground process of Partition was bloody and 
violent, especially for Punjab and Bengal, which were the main regions being partitioned. This could have been 
avoided if the British, INC and the Muslim league worked together. 
 
 
Q13. Tribal movements during the British rule were the most frequent, militant and violent of all movements. 
Elaborate on the statement, giving reasons for the same. (15M)  
 

Direction: Briefly introduce characteristics of tribal movement in British India. Next, briefly give reasons for the tribal 
revolt. Then show using examples of how tribal revolts were more frequent, militant and violent. Next, conclude 
with a positive note on tribal revolt.  

 
Introduction  
The tribes of India since time immemorial have been engaged in protecting their land and culture from outsiders 
including powerful rulers like the British. Tribal movements in colonial    India were distinguished from the 
movements of other communities in that they were the most militant,  most isolated and most frequent.   The 
tribal uprisings were marked by immense courage on the part of the tribal, and their butchery by the official 
machinery of suppression. 
 
Main Body  
 
Reasons for the tribal revolts  
 
The causes for the tribal uprisings included 

• Imposition of Land revenue Settlement- Expansion of agriculture by the non-tribal to the tribal areas or over 

forest cover, led to the erosion of tribal traditions of joint ownership.  

• Work of Christian Missionaries- The tendency of the missionaries to refuse to take up arms or in 

discouraging people from rising against the government made the missionaries to be viewed as an extension 

of colonialism and were often attacked by the rebels. 
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• British policies and acts like The establishment of the Forest department in  1864, the 

Government  Forest  Act (1865) and the Indian  Forest  Act in 1878 together established a complete 

government monopoly over Indian forest land. 

• Extension of settled agriculture led to the influx of non-tribal in the tribal areas.  

• New taxation rules - reaction to the effect of the landlords to impose taxes on the customary use of timber 

and grazing facilities.  

• Exploitation by low country traders and money lenders.  

• Restrictions on shifting cultivation in forest 

• Introduction of the notion of private property. 

 
Tribal uprisings were most frequent: 
The revolts among the indigenous population became a routine occurrence during colonialism, especially in the 
nineteenth century. For instance, 

• Chuar uprising in 1768 

• Kol Rebellion 1795-1831 

• Bhil rebellion 1822-1857 

• Santhals revolt in 1855  

• Kolis revolt in 1873 

• Munda revolt in 1895 

• Koya Rebellion 1922 

This is only a small smattering of the total number of conflicts. Noted historian Ramchandraguha Guha has 
documented over 110 different colonial-era peasant revolts. The Anthropological Survey of India in their survey of 
tribal movements from 1778 to 1970 listed 70 revolts and gave their chronology.  
Militant and violent nature of the tribal movement  
 
The Colonial intrusion and the exploitation of traders, money lenders and revenue farmers in sum disrupted the 
tribal identity to a lesser or greater degree. In fact, ethnic ties were a basic feature of tribal rebellions. The rebels 
saw themselves not as a discreet class but as having a tribal identity. At this level, the solidarity shown was of a very 
high order 
 
Tribal revolts were characterised to be the militant and violent in nature because  

1. Brutal repression from the Britisher's side – 

a. For example, Santhals Rebellion - Zamindars, the Police, the revenue and the court alas have 

exercised a combined system of extortions, oppressive exactions, forcible dispossession of property, 

abuse and personal violence and a variety of petty tyrannies upon the timid and yielding Santhals.  

2. Tribal resorting to guerrilla warfare  -  

a. For example –Bhil rebellion –Bhils traditionally had an identity of guerrilla fighters and warriors. The 

Bhils being nomadic hunters operated from the thick jungle and the regimented British forces clearly 

found them difficult to overcome. The guerrilla war lasted for over twenty years.  

3. For tribals, it was not only economic but the question of cultural existence –  

a. For example –Koi revolt - Koi revolt is an important mass uprising among the tribals of Bastar. They 

stated that the forest and its trees were their mothers and they would not allow the exploitation of 

their natural resources and forests. 

4. Leaders were not educated and found violence as the only way-   

a. For example the Munda Rebellion -. The movement aimed to reconstruct the tribal society from 

disintegration, which was staring in its face due to the stress and strains of colonial rule. They 
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wanted to establish the Ulgulan- the great Tumult” aimed to establish Munda Raj and 

independence.  

b. Leaders were not educated enough to fight the Britishers through prayers and petitions so they 

resorted to violence in many cases.  

Conclusion  
Even in the present times, when the government and its machinery fail to protect the tribals, they are forced to take 
up arms against their exploiters. The instances of tribal movement, therefore, remain a source of inspiration for all 
those who are exploited and marginalised. 
 
 
 
Q14. The causes, strategies and consequences of the World Wars remain matters of contemporary concern. 
Comment (15M) 
 

Direction: Briefly introduce world wars. Enumerate the common causes for both the world wars (link each cause 
with how they remain present concern). Next list consequences and their present impact. Then give a counterview 
(World wars conditions don’t exist so the comparison is not justified). Conclude. 

 
Introduction 
The first (1914-18) and second world wars (1939-45) were the biggest conflicts seen by humanity in the whole history 
of mankind. These wars had shaken the whole world and because of this these wars are placed in a different category.  
Amidst the ongoing Russia-Ukraine war concerns about the possibility of a Third World War have gone up. 
 
Body: 
 
Causes of World war;-  

• Hyper nationalism: During the 19th century, Nationalism played an important role in Europe. At first, this 
insurgent nationalism took its birth in Germany, later it spread to other parts of the continent resulting in the 
internal rivalry between the countries. 

o There is the growth of hyper-nationalism in various countries of the world, for instance, Brexit in 
Britain.  

• Trade and competition: Due to the industrial revolution, production had increased forcing countries to look 
for markets and they attempted to prove themselves the best in the world. These trade rivalries lead to 
deepening the hostility among each other. 

o Recent years have witnessed an increased incidence of trade rivalries between various countries, the 
most significant being the USA –China trade rivalry. 

• Militarism–; - in the 20th century witnessed the arrival of the Arms race between the countries, for instance, 
there was a great arms build-up by countries like Germany and UK which pushed the world towards 
confrontation. 

o There is a huge arms race among various countries even today like, USA and Russia, India and Pakistan 
etc. 

• Defence alliances: Countries throughout Europe made mutual defence alliances meaning if any one country 
is attacked, allied countries are bound to defend them. For instance triple alliance, triple entente during 
WWI and Axis power and Allied Power. 

o In countries world too, there exist many mutual defence alliances, for instance, NATO. 
• Ignoring minority interests: New countries like Poland, Czechoslovakia and Austria were formed after the 

First World War. While drawing boundaries the interests of minority groups in each of these countries were 
neglected. 

o Even today the world has seen the majority ignoring the minority population and in many countries 
even they have persecuted for instance Rohingya in Myanmar. 

• Failure of peace measures: there was the failure of peace measures like ‘The Treaty of Versailles’ and 
organisations like the league of Nations. 
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o UN and other international organisations' decisions are often being ignored by powerful countries 
which has created a lot of geopolitical tensions. 

• Ideological conflict: the ideological conflict between dictatorship and democracy was the major reason behind 
the outbreak of world war, for instance, Germany, Italy and Japan (Axis states) stood for dictatorship while 
Britain, France and the U.S.A. stood for democracy. 

o Even today the world is divided between these two sides, for instance, many countries in Europe have 
democracy while many western Asian countries still have dictators ruling them. 

 
Strategy 

• Technology: - It was during World War that technological forces yielded a crisis in the conduct of strategy 
and strategic thought.  

o Mass mobilization and technologies that had outpaced the abilities of organizations to absorb them 
culminated in slaughter and deadlock on European battlefields. 

• Targeted Killing: there was targeted killing of the minority population in each block due to rising nationalism 
and suspicion against those having different beliefs and faith. For instance, the Killing of Jewish in Germany. 

• Mobilization of populations in a variety of ways, including not merely the refinement of the mass army but 
also the systematic exploitation of scientific expertise to improve weapons. 

• Strategic bombing: involved sustained aerial attacks on railways, harbours, cities, workers' and civilian 
housing, and industrial districts in enemy territory hoping that air forces could win major victories by 
attacking industrial and political infrastructure, rather than purely military targets. 

 
Their impact 

• Cold war: the end of the world war phase brought an era of the cold war where the world got divided into 
communist and capitalist blocs led by the USSR and the USA respectively.  

o The disintegration of the USSR in 1991, left the USA as the only superpower however the 
contemporary world is witnessing the emergence of the multipolar world. 

• Proxy war: The end of the world war also saw the emergence of proxy wars where powerful countries are 
fighting their war in other countries for instance involvement of the USA in the Middle East. 

• New Economic World Order: Bretton woods conference and the establishment of IMF and World Bank 
were possible only after the World war. These institutions are significantly contributing to the development 
of the modern world. 

o However, without reforms, these organisations are facing a challenge from emerging groupings like 
BRICS. 

• Technology:  Technology became an essential element in the art of war with aeroplanes, submarines, and 
tanks all playing important new roles.  

o Mass production techniques developed during the war for the building of armaments revolutionised 
other industries in the post-war years.  

o The role of technology in the contemporary world has only increased aggravating technological 
warfare between countries like cyberwar. 

• Decolonisation: The war increased demands for independence throughout much of the colonial empires still 
in European possession – the Dutch in Indonesia, the French in South East Asia, the Belgians in Central 
Africa, the British in India, etc. 

o Though political colonialism is extinct in most parts of the world there is fear of neo-colonialism due 
to globalisation in the contemporary world. 

• Military blocs: Post-war division of the world was formalised by two international military alliances, the 
United States-led NATO and the Soviet-led Warsaw Pact. 

o In the contemporary world too, developed countries are trying to influence poor countries through 
their economic support measures. Like the role of China in Africa. 

• Nuclear race: the expense and high technology of nuclear weapons suddenly created two classes of powers 
in the world: those who wielded these new tools of war and those who did not. 

o This division has resulted in the nuclear race in the contemporary world where even rogue nations 
like N.Korea and Pakistan are possessing nuclear warheads. 
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Comparison not justified 

• Existence of UN: Conflicts between states have become exceptional, partly thanks to international 
institutions like the UN that have been capable of developing a body of law to deter states from embarking 
on military confrontations. 

• Economic development: the world has realised the importance of peace and the role of harmonious 
relations and thus there is more economic cooperation between the countries due to globalisation.  

• More people-to-people connectedness due to increased mobilisation. 

• Divided views: Also there are many degrees of separation as regards the Ukraine-Russia conflict, between 
the views held by the West and quite a few other countries across the world. 

• Thus, World wars conditions don’t exist in the contemporary world due to various checks and balances so 
the comparison is not justified. 

 
Conclusion 
The human cost of the World War saw the creation of a new language of remembrance, which remains to this day. It 
can be seen in war memorials in cities, towns, schools, places of worship and workplaces. 
 
 
Q15. Discuss the major river systems of Himalayan drainage. Do you think flooding caused by these river systems, 
especially in the Brahmaputra valley, is a part of a natural process and therefore inevitable as well as essential? 
Explain (15M) 
 

Direction: You may introduce Himalayan drainage. List down 3-4 major system and their features. Explain why these 
river systems cause so much flooding (especially the Brahmaputra River), then explain the benefits this flooding 
brings in. Can this flooding be avoided- Yes/No (briefly explain)?  Conclude with some measures to mitigate the 
impact of flooding.  

 
Introduction  
The Himalayan Drainage system consists of the rivers originating in the Himalayan and trans-Himalayan regions. It 
further consists of three river systems namely: the Ganga, the Indus, and the Brahmaputra River systems. 
 
Main Body  
The major river system of the Himalayan drainage 

• The Indus River System- It is one of the largest 

river basins in the world. A little over one-third 

of the Indus basin is located in India; in the 

states of Jammu & Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh 

and Punjab. The rest of the portion is in Pakistan.  

• The Ganga River system- The Ganga originates 

from the Gangotri glacier near Gaumukh in the 

Uttarkashi district of Uttarakhand. However, the 

river, when it originates from the Gangotri glacier, is known as the Bhagirathi. The total length of the Ganga 

in India is 2,525 km, which is shared by 

Uttarakhand (110 km); Uttar Pradesh 

(1,450 km); Bihar (445 km); and West 

Bengal (520 km). The Ganga river system 

is the largest river system in India. it is 

the most fertile region of India.  



 
 

25 

 

• The Brahmaputra River System - The 

Brahmaputra originates from the 

Chemayungdung glacier of the Kailash 

range near the Mansarovar. The principal 

tributaries of the river joining from the right 

are the Lohit, the Dibang, the Subansiri, the 

Jiabharali, the Dhansiri, the Manas, the 

Torsa, the Sankosh and the Teesta.  

 
 
 
 
Floods in the Brahmaputra Valley  
The Brahmaputra Valley that encompasses the Northeast part of India witnesses floods almost every year, leaving 
behind a tale of death and destruction. The perennial floods in the valley have been the result of various natural 
causes like: 
 

• Intensified Monsoon: The Bay of Bengal has a major 
influence on the monsoon in Northeast India. This year 
there were two coupled ocean-atmosphere 
phenomena; La Nina in the Pacific Ocean and a 
Negative Dipole in the tropical Indian Ocean. The two 
phenomena combined to cause high rainfall in the Bay 
of Bengal. As a result, weeks before the usual monsoon 
season, rains had already drenched the basin.   

• Volatile Nature of Brahmaputra: Brahmaputra River is 
braided and unstable in its entire reach in the Assam 
Valley except for a few places. The instability of the 
river is attributed to high sediment charges and steep 
slopes. The river also changes course frequently and it’s 
virtually impossible to contain it within embankments.  

• Large-scale erosion of the river - The width of the river 
Brahmaputra has increased up to 15 kilometres at some places due to bank erosion. It is estimated that annually 
nearly 8,000 hectares of land are lost to erosion. 

• Climate Change: The rise in global temperatures creates a warmer atmosphere. Warmer air can hold more 
moisture leading to intense bouts of rain and eventually flooding the region. Further, climate change 
is intensifying the melting of glaciers in the Himalayas which can enhance the magnitude of flooding in the 
northeast. 

• Topography: Assam is home to a vast network of rivers, including the Brahmaputra and Barak Rivers. More than 
50 tributaries feeding them. Assam also receives river water from neighbouring states like Arunachal Pradesh 
and Meghalaya. The flat topography and large water flow results in inundation of land 

 
 
There have been various anthropogenic causes which lead to the flood in the valley: - 

• Population pressure leading to encroachment over the flood plain area - The population density of 
Brahmaputra valley has increased from 9-29 people per sq. km. in 1940-41 to 398 per sq. km in the plain areas of 
Assam as per the 2011 census. 

• Unplanned expansion of the urban areas: Rapid urbanization has led to the habitation of the wetlands, low-
lying areas, hills and shrinkage of forest cover.  

a. Further, a poor drainage system is also a key reason for water-logging in cities that eventually lead to 
flooding. 
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• Construction of dams and embankments: One of the key causes of floods in the Assam region is the unregulated 
release of water from dams situated on uphills. Embankments are constructed to confine the course of a river.  

• Other man-made factors like deforestation, hill cutting, encroachments and destruction of wetlands have also 
worsened the flood situation.  

 
Thus, the Floods in the Brahmaputra value are not completely natural but it is anthropogenic as well which can be 
mitigated. 
 
Benefits that Floods bring to the region  
The Brahmaputra River is a threat to the region but is also an important lifeline. It brings the following benefits to 
the region  

• Periodic replenishment of the soil nutrients - The Assam region has laterite soil that is deficient in nutrients. 
Most of the nutrients in this ecosystem are concentrated in the vegetation of the area. In addition to this, the 
incessant rains wash away what little nutrients the soil holds.  

• The flooding is necessary for the very survival of flora and fauna  
a. For e.g., Kaziranga National Park (situated between the Brahmaputra and the Karbi Anglong Hills) 

benefits from annual recurring floods and species have adapted themselves to it.  

• Replenishment of water bodies – They replenish the multiple water bodies distributed across the Park. These 
support rich and diverse populations of avian species.  

a. The floods are also required to clear out the entangled vegetation that chokes the water bodies 

• Floods rejuvenate flood-plain ecosystems all along the Brahmaputra.  
 
Measures to mitigate the Flood damage 

• Interventions to ‘tame rivers’ and ‘stabilize dynamic landscapes’ taking into consideration- the 
region’s environmental conditions, fragile ecology, varying rainfall patterns, seismicity and landslide risk 

• Early warning and response systems are needed to safeguard against calamities. Sometimes, flood warnings 
don’t reach vulnerable populations. This must be taken care of. 

• Flood plain Zoning of the region using satellite and Remote sensing - Identifying the areas that can be given 
protection against flood damage. 

• Legislation and enforcement by the states to prevent unauthorised river bed cultivation and encroachment into 
drains.  

• A Centre for Disaster Management should be established in Assam to carry out studies for the effective 
implementation of measures.  

• Water flow information shared by China on the Brahmaputra with India, for which India pays a certain amount, 
should also be shared with the public, as this will help in understanding the river better and therefore help 
people better prepare for floods. 

Conclusion  
With the enhanced frequency and intensity of the Floods in the region, there is a need for a broad-based plan of 
action rather than a reaction. There is a need to bring in a functional comprehensive policy, leverage technology for 
disaster management and mitigation and plan development with the hydrology of the region in mind. 
 
Q16. In view of the latest Forest Survey Report, critically analyze if reforestation and monoculture plantations can 
replace natural forests and their essential ecosystem. (10M) 
 

Direction: Forest report 2021 has said that forests were being replaced with plantations at an alarming level.How 
reforestation and plantation cannot be an alternative to natural forest. Give reasons. Then give benefits of 
reforestation and monoculture plantation. Next. Conclude.  

 
Introduction 
MoEFCC report, State of Forest Report-2021; has highlighted that although there is an increase of 2,261 sq. km in the 
total forest and tree cover of the country in the last two years, there is a decline in ‘natural forest’ and an increase in 
plantations and open forest areas.  
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Body 
Reforestation and monoculture plantations cannot replace natural forests and their essential ecosystem. 

• Reforestation is no alternative to Natural forests. 

o Long Gestation Period- Takes a long time to grow back to the level of Natural forests. 

o Reforestation can divert large amounts of water from other activities. A map created by the World 

Resources Institute in collaboration with the IUCN identifies 2 billion hectares for potential forest 

restoration. 

o Environmental risks- Reforestation often has the tendency to create large fuel loads, resulting in 

significantly hotter combustion than fires involving low brush or grasses. 

o Effects on biodiversity- Reforesting sometimes results in extensive canopy creation that prevents the 

growth of diverse vegetation in the shadowed areas and generates soil conditions that hamper other 

types of vegetation. 

▪ Trees used in some reforesting efforts (e.g., Eucalyptus globulus) tend to extract large 

amounts of moisture from the soil, preventing the growth of other plants. 

o Carbon stocks- There is also the risk that, through a forest fire or insect outbreak, much of the stored 

carbon in a reforested area could make its way back to the atmosphere.  

▪ The probability that legacy carbon will be released from the soil is higher in the younger 

boreal forest. 

▪ It takes much longer − several decades − for the benefits of global warming to manifest in the 

same carbon sequestration benefits from mature trees in tropical forests and hence from 

limiting deforestation. 

▪ It would only ever hold a small fraction of the carbon that could be captured by giving space 

for natural forests. 

• Monoculture Plantations cannot replace natural forests. 

o Biodiversity Loss-A plantation is a highly uniform agricultural system that replaces natural ecosystems 

and their rich biodiversity 

▪ Monoculture tree plantations have a twofold impact globally: loss of biodiversity and net 

emitters of carbon. 

▪ Eg-A study of frogs and lizards in the Amazon showed that primary forests contained far more 

species, whereas industrial plantations only allowed the survival of a few habitat generalists. 

o Negative Externalities 

▪ Depletion of water sources due to changes in the hydrological cycle; deterioration of rivers 

and streams 

▪ Air and water pollution due to the use of pesticides and other agrochemicals 

▪ The displacement of entire communities when their land is occupied by plantations. 

▪ Violations of human, labour, and environmental rights. 

▪ The deterioration of cultural diversity 

o Water Retention- Natural Forests have better underground water retention capacity as well. 

▪ Leaves of plantations like acacia, eucalyptus, or rubber take a longer time to degrade after 

falling on the ground which makes it difficult for water to percolate underground during rains. 

o Impact pollinators- Pollinators find themselves facing a homogeneous food territory and suffer from 

deficiencies due to the poor diversity of their diet. 

▪ Native forests have more pollinators due to the presence of diverse species of plants and 

trees. 

o Productivity- The productivity of natural forests, and thus their ability to capture carbon from the 

atmosphere, is more stable over time compared to monoculture Plantations. 

▪ Productivity during stress situation- Biodiverse natural forests experience a relatively smaller 

loss of productivity compared to monocultures during drought; i.e., the natural forest is more 

“resistant” to drought than monocultures 



 
 

28 

 

o Upsets the natural balance of soils.- Too many of the same plant species in one field area rob the soil 

of its nutrients, resulting in decreasing varieties of bacteria and microorganisms that are needed to 

maintain the fertility of the soil 

o Higher Use of Fertilizers- The use of artificial nutrients has a negative impact on the natural 

composition of the soil and therefore has a devastating effect on the ecosystem in general. 

o Carbon Stock- A report published in Nature showed old-growth forests store carbon for centuries, 

whereas plantations and young forests are actually net emitters of carbon due to the disturbance of 

the soil and the degradation of the previous ecosystem 

 
Importance of reforestation and monoculture plantations. 

• Reforestation 

o Resources-Provides opportunity to exploit valuable resources of the forest. E.g.- Timber 

o Aids in overcoming loss due to disasters and Natural calamities like Floods, landslides. 

o Reduces carbon dioxide in the air: Reforestation increases the number of plants, thus more carbon 

dioxide gets absorbed by those plants and the air quality improves. 

o Other Benefits 

▪ Reforestation prevents soil erosion: The roots of trees hold the soil in place thus preventing 

erosion and preventing water pollution. 

▪ It helps in the improvement of the water cycle thus increasing the amount of rain and 

reducing the lack of water. 

▪ It increases the production of plant products such as gum, latex, fruits and vegetables, 

bamboo, etc. 

• Monoculture Plantations 

o Maximize the efficient use of soil and local climate conditions. 

o Meet the demand- of Industry, food, oil in a better way than natural Forests. Eg- Palm oil 

o Specialization-Monoculture planting allows farmers to specialize in a particular crop, as they usually 

deal with the same issues and problems that may arise in the process of growing. 

▪ Increases profits and reduces costs, higher yields 

o Easier to adopt-Growing only one kind of a crop demands less effort, knowledge, and resources than 

cultivating various sorts of a plant. 

Conclusion 
Natural Forests and their essential Ecosystem are extremely valuable and irreplaceable. Monoculture Plantations and 
Reforestation are not viable solutions to the deforestation of natural forests. The most desirable approach is to protect 
the Natural forest in its pristine state. This can be achieved by strict adherence to principles of Sustainable 
Development. We must remember that the forest does not need us, but we need the natural forest and its services 
for our Survival. 
 

Additional Information: 
Suggestions: 

• Instead of planting entirely new areas, reconnecting forested areas, and restoring the edges of the forest, to 

protect their mature core and make them more resilient and longer-lasting, should be prioritized. 

• The European Commission found that, in terms of environmental services, it is better to avoid deforestation than 

to allow for deforestation to subsequently reforest, as the former leads to irreversible effects in terms of 

biodiversity loss and soil degradation 

• Banning Clear-Cutting of Forests-This will curb the total depletion of the forest cover. It is a practical solution and 

is very feasible. 

• Reduce Consumption of Deforestation Prone Products- E.g.-Palm oil products. 
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Q17. What characteristics can be assigned to Temperate Grassland Climate (Steppe Climate)? How is it ecologically 
important? Also, examine the various threats to this biome. (15M)  
 

Direction: The Qn has been taken given the Wheat crisis in the world and the Russia-Ukraine war. You may define the 
temperate grassland climate. List down its characteristics and how that has helped it become ‘the granary of the 
world’. Then give ecological importance to this type of climate. And what major threats are being faced by it. In 
conclusion, suggest some ways to mitigate those challenges. 

 
Introduction 
                        Temperate grasslands or steppe climates lie in the westerly wind region and the interiors of continents 
(300N/S to 450N/S). Unlike, Savanna grasslands which will have enough trees, the Steppe climate will not have trees or 
have very few numbers of trees, So they are also called "Pure Grasslands". 
 
Body 
 
Distribution. 

• Temperate grasslands occur in many areas around the world, including North America, Russia, Hungary, South 

Africa, Uruguay, Argentina and Australia. 

 
 
Characteristics of Temperate grassland. 
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Importance of Temperate grassland. 

• The Prairies/steppes are known as the granaries of the world because of the huge production of wheat. The 

moderate temperature, rainfall (supported by good irrigation facilities), and fertile and humid soil in these 

prairies made them the main producer of wheat in the world 

• Maize is also increasingly cultivated in warmer and wetter areas. Rich soils help surplus in agriculture and high 

yield. 

• Regions with shorter grasslands are now becoming the leading ranching regions of the world. 

• Natural conditions favour animal farming, thus regions of steppe climate have become an exporter of beef, 

wool, mutton etc. The region also favours the milk, butter, and cheese industries too. 

• Temperate grasslands were once dominated by animals, nowadays these grasslands are dominated by 

nomadic and semi-nomadic people like the Kirghiz of the Asiatic steppes. 

 

Tempera
ture

•Great difference between the annual range of temperature between summer and winter. 
E.g. Temperatures can range from -40oC (-40oF) in winter to above 40oC (104oF) in summer.

Precipita
tion

•Lmited and unpredictable rainfall can be found in steppe climates.

•The average rainfall is 45cm but it can vary according to the location from 25cm to 75cm.

Soil
•Dark, fertile soil and nutritious soil. It is also deep.

Natural 
vegetatio

n 

•Natural vegetation - Grasses of temperate grassland are shorter compared to tropical 
grassland. Grasses are nutritious. Two types of Grasses Prairies: Long Grass; Steppe: Short 
Grass.

Fires

•Regular fire is one of the notable characteristics of this climate. Fires enable faster 
regrowth of Grasses, prevent invasions of poor native species or exotics, and increase 
forage production

Fauna

•Temperate grasslands are home to a large variety of herbivores including bison, gazelles, 
zebras, rhinoceroses, and wild horses.
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Conclusion 
To overcome these threats various mitigation measures can be adopted- Rotate agricultural crops to prevent the 
sapping of nutrients, Restricted and rotational grazing of livestock, and Collective efforts by all the countries to contain 
rising global temperature. 
 
Q18. How the Anthropogenic activities over time affected the distribution, availability, and quality of natural 
resources? Discuss with suitable examples. (15M) 
 

Direction: Briefly describe what are anthropogenic activities. Next, show using examples of how it has impacted the 
distribution, next availability and the quality of natural resources. Use examples from India and the world. The impact 
can be both positive and negative. Conclude.  

 
Introduction  
Earth’s many natural resources are distributed as per the geological processes by which they form and where they 
occur but in recent times more than natural processes, anthropogenic activities have affected the distribution, 
availability, and quality of natural resources.  
 
Main Body  
 
Impact of Anthropogenic activities on distribution and availability  
➢ Impact on global water resources –The anthropogenic activities have contributed to the territorial water loss as 

well as the shrinking of lakes and rivers at the same time it has also led to the increased sea level which can result 

in catastrophic activities.  

▪ The case of Shrinking Aral Sea -Before 1960, the Aral Sea in Central Asia was the world’s fourth-largest 

lake. It supported villages and the small fishing industry. Then, people began using the water to irrigate 

crops. The sea shrank. The water became polluted with fertilizer. In 2000, the Aral Sea was less than half 

its historic size. By 2016, it had almost dried up 

➢ Impact on soil and forest resources resulting in desertification -Strip mining, overgrazing cattle, and clearing 

forestland for developmental activities encourage soil erosion and can cause the loss of healthy soil. 

▪ Growth of area of Sahara Desert - Loss of tree cover increases soil erosion. Humans did not form the 

Sahara Desert. But human activity, such as removing trees, allows the Sahara to grow. This is an example 

of desertification. 

Threats facing Temperate grassland.

•Poor agricultural practices can ruin soil and strip grasslands of life. If crops are 
not rotated properly, the soil can become infertile and nothing can be grown for 
several years.

•The Monocropping of wheat will deplete soil nutrients. Further monocropping 
that provides only a single type of plant tends to weaken the biome and 
increases vulnerability to natural disasters.

•Extensive grazing of livestock destroys the grasses. Selective grazing can reduce 
the competitive nature of the entire ecosystem by weeding out some plants and 
allowing others to over-populate.

•Continued global warming could turn current marginal grasslands into deserts as 
rainfall patterns change.

•Changes in land use management, and land degradation leading to habitat loss.

•Rapid infrastructure development due to economic and population growth by 
cutting into grassland habitats.
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➢ Human Impact on Energy and Mineral Resources- Extracting resources changes their distribution because the 

resources are removed and carried to a new location, and the total amount of these resources available for future 

use also declines 

▪ In 1848, gold was discovered at Sutter’s Mill in California. Thousands of people moved to California to look 

for gold in the streams and hills of California in the years that followed but over time Valuable gold deposits 

are rare. As gold is taken from a mine, less and less gold remains in that location. 

Impact of Anthropogenic activities on quality of natural resources 
➢ Water pollution and contamination of water resources - Although water constitutes 71% of the earth's surface, 

only 0.3% of it is available as fresh water for human use. Moreover, the quality of freshwater in-ground and surface 

systems is of great concern. These anthropogenic influences cause elevated concentrations of heavy metals, 

mercury, coliforms, and nutrient loads. Anthropogenic factors affecting water quality include 

o Impacts due to agriculture,  

o Use of fertilizers, manures, and pesticides, 

o Animal husbandry activities 

o Inefficient irrigation practice 

o Deforestation of woods 

o Aquaculture 

o Pollution due to industrial effluents and domestic sewage 

o Mining, and recreational activities. 

➢ Impact on quality of soil and forest resources – Repeatedly growing nutrient-depleting crops in the same fields 

can also lead to unhealthy soil. Unhealthy soil is less able to support plant growth, and its value as a resource is 

reduced.  

o For years, Great Plains (USA) farmers over-ploughed and overgrazed the land. In 1931, drought and poor 

farming practices caused extensive degradation of soil in the area. These practices caused the Dust Bowl. 

➢ Impact on quality of Energy and mineral deposits - As deposits and reservoirs get smaller and disappear due to 

over-exploitation of the resources.  People find new deposits of the resources to use. These new deposits may be 

of lower quality or may be more challenging to acquire than the original deposits.  

Conclusion  
The over-exploitation of natural resources by humans has long-lasting consequences for the future provision of natural 
resources and ecosystem services. It may even lead to their irreversible and permanent degradation. Since natural 
resources are limited, it has been widely recognized that a transition to the sustainable method of use and 
management for the present, as well as enough resource stock, is left for the future.  
 
Q19. Discuss the effectiveness of population control measures in India. Will decreased population lead to a better 
standard of living? Critically Analyse. (15M) 
 

Direction:  Give the status of India’s population. Next list down the achievements of India’s population measures. 
Highlight some of the issues in it. Then try to clarify, if decreased population essentially mean a better standard of 
living. Conclude.  

 
Introduction 
India’s population is 17.5% of the global population, but only 2.4% of land areas. According to the UN Department of 
Economic and Social Affairs estimates, India’s population will reach 1.5 billion by 2030.  
 
Body: 
 
Effectiveness of Population control measures. 
Achievements,  
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● Total fertility rate; - According to the recently released National Family Health Survey 5, TFR has come down 
below the threshold at which the population is expected to replace itself from one generation to the next. 
TFR was 2 in 2019-2021, just below the replacement fertility rate of 2.1. 

o Today, as many as 23 States and Union Territories, including all the States in the south region, already 
have fertility below the replacement level of 2.1 children per woman. 

● Use of Contraceptive increased; - According to NFHS -5, the Overall Contraceptive Prevalence Rate (CPR) has 
increased substantially from 54% to 67% at the all-India level and in almost all Phase-II States/UTs with an 
exception of Punjab.  

o The use of modern methods of contraceptives has also increased in almost all States/UTs. 
● Decline in decadal growth; - The Decadal growth rate of the population has declined from 21.54% in 1999-

2000 to 17.64 % during 2001- 11. 
● A decline in Crude Birth Rate; - Birth rate, crude (per 1,000 people) in India was reported at 17.44 % in 2020 

which was 23.2 % in 2000, according to the World Bank. 
● Adolescent Fertility Rate; - United Nations defines adolescent fertility rate (AFR) as the annual number of 

births to women aged 15-19 years per 1,000 women.  
o Adolescent pregnancy in India has seen quite a change in the past decade. Although there has been a 

steady decline in India’s adolescent fertility rate 
 
Issues; - the population control measures in India have been often criticised due to their poor effectiveness. 

● Population is difficult to control; - as it is not only dependent on policy intervention but also on the nation’s 
economic, education and societal condition. 

● Narrow perspective; - India’s population control measures were mainly focused on contraception and 
sterilization while ignoring the importance of poverty elimination, improving the standards of living and the 
spread of education. 

● Not publicized; - on the national level population control policy was not publicized and failed to generate mass 
support and awareness in favour of population control. 

o Also, during the time of emergency, the use of coercion also caused serious resentment and public 
outcry making it unpopular among the masses. 

● Insufficient infrastructure; - India owing to the lack of trained staff, and limited use or misuse of the 
equipment for population control failed to achieve the desired objective. 

● Voluntary nature; - The Family Welfare Programme in India is voluntary in nature, which enables couples to 
decide the size of their family and adopt the family planning methods best suited to them, according to their 
choice, without any compulsion 

● International obligation; - India was a signatory to the Programme of Action (POA) of the International 
Conference on Population and Development, 1994, which was unequivocally against coercion in family 
planning. 

 
Relation between decreased population and standard of living 

● Better standard of living; - decreased population is supposed to provide a better standard of living in the 
following ways. 

o Increase in GDP per capita; - GDP per capita is an approximate indicator of average living standards, 
for individual prosperity.  

▪ A decline in population means an increase in GDP per capita since resources available per 
individual increase.  

o Better healthcare increased access to education and quality infrastructure is available for 
individuals which in turn has a positive implication on an individual’s standard of living. 

o A decline in population will reduce underemployment and disguised unemployment leading to 
growth in income. 

o This is a hypothetical situation but in the real-world standard of living is not merely dependent on 
the decline in population.  

o However, moderately low fertility and population decline favour the broader material standard of 
living 

● Other issues  
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o Slowing population growth may hurt the discovery of new ideas and lead to economic growth 
stagnating. 

o Dependent population; - Decline in population can lead to an increase in the dependent population 
and a fall in the working-age population.  

▪ For instance, In Japan, the elderly population has grown significantly. 
o Difficulties in funding entitlement programs; - Population decline can impact the funding for 

programs for retirees if the ratio of the working-age population to the retired population declines. 
o Also, it will lead to a decline in demand for basic services and infrastructure leading to 

unemployment in these sectors,  
▪ Thus, resulting in a decline in the standard of living for people dependent on this sector. 

Conclusion 
India needs to adopt a holistic policy to better reap the benefits of the demographic dividend and prepare itself for 
challenges lying ahead such as skewed female and child sex ratio, migration, geriatric care etc. 
 

Additional Details: Background  
Population control measures; - India was the first country in the world to introduce family planning in 1951, and since 
then it introduced many measures to control the population. 
● A population policy committee was established in 1952. However, the policies framed in the early fifties were 

largely arbitrary and so not successful. 
● In the second five-year plan, the number of family planning clinics increased, but most of them were in urban 

areas so did not provide adequate results. 
● The government established a family planning department and promoted the adoption of copper –T during the 

third five-year plan. 
● 1976 Population policy; - its main features included 
1. Increasing the minimum legal age of marriage for girls and boys to 18 and 21 respectively. 
2. Monetary incentives for birth control. 
3. Improving the literacy levels of females both through formal and non-formal channels. 
4. Forced sterilization was permitted, which was later on given up. 
5. The population was made a factor in sharing central resources with the states. : Linking 8% of the central 

assistance to the State Plans by weighing the performance of the states in the family welfare programmes. 
● In 1993, an expert group under the chairmanship of MS Swaminathan was constituted to formulate a national 

population policy. It finally resulted in National Population Policy 2000, its main focus was 
1. To bring the total fertility rate (TFR) to replacement level by 2010. 
2. Achieve the goal of population stabilization by 2045. 
 

 
 
 
 
Q20. In a multi-class society, Communalism and Casteism grow on the existing rifts and affect various strata of 
Indian Society. Illustrate (15M) 
 

Direction:  Briefly introduce communalism and casteism. Next, show how communalism and casteism develop and 
how existing rifts fuel them further. Next, give its impact of it on various strata of Indian society. Conclude.  

 
 
Introduction 
Communalism and casteism are belief systems that religion and caste respectively supersede all other aspects of a 
person’s or group’s identity. India is a multi-class society, there exist varied groups of people with different practices, 
cultures, and social and economic conditions. 
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Body 
Communalism or casteism develops in stages:  

 
 

 
 
Already existing rifts fuel the development of communalism and casteism in the following ways: 

• Segmental division of society: The caste system divides the whole society into various segments or sections. 

Each of these castes is a well-developed social group, the membership of which is fixed by birth. This makes it 

easy to create caste identities. 

• Hierarchy: hierarchical order of the caste system is based on the concept of purity and pollution. At the top of 

this hierarchy are the Brahmins and at the bottom are the Shudras. These further fuel animosity among various 

castes. 

o 2011 Mirchpur Dalit killings incident in Haryana. 

• Restriction on marriage: It is found that about only 10% of the marriages in India are intercaste while only 

2.1% are inter-religious. This makes it harder for intermingling various groups. 

• British Imperialism and their Policy of “Divide and Rule”: divided Indian society for their authoritative ruling.  

The separate electorate and Communal demands were accepted, thus politically strengthening communal 

organizations. This is exploited even today for political gains.  

o The partition of India witnessed mass bloodshed and violence that continued up to 1949. 

• Disappointment and disaffection among the public: mainly among young and aspiring middle-class youth, 

caused by stagnant agriculture, and inadequate employment opportunities, are being exploited by political 

opportunists. 

o 1961 Jabalpur riots due to economic competition between Hindu and Muslim bidi manufacturers. 

• Hindu and Muslim revivalist movements: promise to bring back the glorious days of the past based on the 

dominance of one community over the other. 

• Communal violence is triggered more often by secular issues: like land disputes, eve-teasing, mixed 

marriages, and professional rivalry. Only later does it acquire a religious tone.  

o Muzaffarnagar riots in 2013, which is to have been sparked with eve teasing. 

Initial

Stage

•belief that people who follow the same religion or caste have common political, 
economic, social and cultural interests. 

•Religion and caste loyalies created.People see themselves as Nationalist 
Brahmins,Dalits,Muslims, Sikhs, etc., and not as simple nationalists

Liberal 

Stage

•Interests of each religion become dissimilar and divergent from other. Interests of 
religious communities could still be negotiated. 

•Caste loyalties take political overtones. People vote for their own caste members.

Extreme 

Stage

•Based on lies, hatred and violence. Interests of different ‘communities’ are seen to 
be mutually incompatible.

•Respective cultures  feel they are in danger of being suppressed and exterminated.

•Mistrust among people and caste atrocities.
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o Saharanpur violence in 2017 between Thakurs and Dalits due to loud music in a procession. 

• Separatism and isolation among Muslims: Ghettoisation and spatial segregation observed in urban areas. 

Ahmedabad is a prominent example that has become the most segregated Indian city on Hindu-Muslim lines. 

• History of conflicts: Various actors exploit earlier rifts for their own needs.  

o Muslim Brotherhood exploited Kashmir unrest for ethnic cleansing of Kashmiri Hindu Pundits in 1989. 

How does it affect Indian society? 
Social 

• Strains social ties between communities:  leading to erosion of mutual trust. After the Mirchpur Dalit killings 

incident in Haryana, nearly 200 Valmiki families deserted the village. 

• Lack of social mobility: Lower castes are restricted to certain occupations like sanitation work, plantation 

work, leather work, cleaning streets, etc.  Subjected to exploitation in the name of debt, tradition, etc., to 

work as labourers or perform menial tasks for generations together.  

• Gives rise to the ecosystem of lynching: where communal or caste mobs kill people from other groups whom 

they perceive as wrongdoers. Eg: Cow vigilantism 

Political 

• The rise in politics of appeasement: Shah Bano controversy in 1985 and the Babri Masjid-Ram Janmabhoomi 

controversy became powerful tools for intensifying communalism. Even today we can see many political 

parties including caste-related benefits in their manifesto. Thus developmental issues like water & sanitation, 

Health, Education etc. take a back seat. 

• Rise in state support for politics of exclusion: Recently in Karnataka, Muslim vendors were excluded from 

Hindu Temple fairs and the state failed to take any action. 

Economic 

• Damage to economic Infrastructure, public and private property- burning of public transport, buildings, 

markets and communication lines, as witnessed during the Gujarat riots of 2002. 

• Fall in private and foreign investment- in areas plagued by communal violence. Jammu and Kashmir are an 

examples of this tendency. 

Conclusion 
As a society, we should emphasize value-oriented education for our children and awareness among the public with a 
focus on the values of peace, non-violence, compassion, secularism and humanism as well as developing scientific 
temper and rationalism as core values of our society. 
 
 


