
CLIMATE CHANGE 
ALTERING 

INDIAN MONSOON

WWW.INSIGHTSONINDIA.COM

19 SEPTEMBER - 24 SEPTEMBER 2022

WEEKLY CURRENT AFFAIRS

As per recent studies, there has been a 
markable impact of climate change on the 

Indian Monsoon. 
 

Mon- soon is becoming less frequent and 
more intense.



www.insightsonindia.com

Weekly Current Affairs Magazine

2

 16
• AI in Education: State of education report for India 

2022 17
• What ails the current approach to Ayurveda 18
• Reduction of Child Mortality 19
Bilateral agreements involving India and/or affecting In-
dia’s interests
• A risky new status quo 20

GS3
Indian Economy
• National Logistics Policy 21
• Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of India Regula-

tions, 2016 and Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of 
India Regulations, 2017 Amendments: 22

Agricultural 
• International Year of Millets (IYM) 2023 23
• Indian Agri-Tech 24

GS4
Public/Civil service values and Ethics in Public adminis-
tration: Status and problems;
• Hate speech through Visual Media 25
• FIVE CORE PRINCIPLES OF ETHICAL JOURNALISM 26

Content for Mains 
Enrichment (Eth-

ics/Essay):

index

GS1
Indian Society.
• New trends in work culture 5

GS2
Parliament and State Legislatures 
• The process of inclusion or exclusion from the 

Scheduled Tribes list(continuation of 15sep article)
 6

• Rules for identifying criminals 7
• Should the ECI insist on inner-party elections? 8
Judiciary
• From Lodha to Ramana 9
• Live streaming of SC hearing 11
Statutory, regulatory and various quasi-judicial bodies
• More teeth and bigger muscles 12
• Freeing the caged parrot 13
Government policies and interventions
• Mental Health: What numbers don’t tell us 14
Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections 
• The gender pay gap, hard truths and actions needed

 15
Social Sector/Services relating to Health, Education, 
Human Resources.
• Reforms and the task of getting teachers on board



Weekly Current Affairs Magazine

www.insightsonindia.com 3

• Sarpanch pawns her gold and takes the loan to in-
stall CCTV in village 27

• Freedom fuel 27
• “CM da Haisi” 27
• Data/Fact Points 28
• Water & Fire Resistant ‘Differniture’ From Waste 

Wood 28
• Chhatisgarh’s initiatives for AWCs 29
• Importance of Books 29
• New Zealand push for Simple Language Bill 30
• House applauds its women MLAs 30
• Productivity Paranoia 30
• World Rivers Day 31

Facts for Prelims
GS1

Indian Heritage and Culture
• Ponniyan Selvan 32
• Ambedkar Circuit 32
• Nizam’s sword 32
Geography
• Climate Change altering Indian Monsoon 33
• Advanced Dvorak Technique (ADT) 33
Places in News
• Mapping 34
Society and Social Justice
• Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) 35

GS2
Polity
• New rules for child welfare panel members 36

• Death penalty 36
• ECI seeks restrictions on cash donations to political 

parties 37
• MHA notification of Convicts Biometrics 37
• Doctrine of Precedence: Article 145(5) 38
• Supreme Court upholds validity of Haryana Sikh 

Gurdwara (Management) Act 2014 38
• Kurmi stir for ST tag(continuation of the previous ar-

ticle on ST status) 38
• Karnataka Assembly passes anti-conversion Bill 39
• Will the EWS quota cut the share of the pie of those 

competing on merit 40
• EWS quota claims to be for the poorest of poor but 

denies the most deprived 40
• Draft Indian Telecommunication Bill, 2022 41
• PM-CARES Fund 41

Government Initiative and Policies
• Doctors got just 20% of insurance money 41
• National Technical Textiles Mission (NTTM) 42
• Swachh Sujal Pradesh 42
• Indian Swachhata League 43
• National Means cum Merit Scholarship Scheme 

(NMMSS) 43
• Nutri-gardens 43
International News and Organization
• China blocks listing of Lashkar’s commander at 

UNSC 44
• CICA 44
• AIBD extends India’s Presidency for one more year



www.insightsonindia.com

Weekly Current Affairs Magazine

4

• Sensing pressure using paper 57
• Lumpy Skin Disease: 57
• Hybrid Propulsion System 58
• eSIMs 58
• Hi-tech hub-and-spoke system for Healthcare 59
• Non-Communicable Diseases (NCDs) 59
• C-Band 60
• DART 60
• RTIS 60
Environment
• Global Registry of Fossil Fuels 61
• Global Clean Energy Action Forum (GCEAF) 61
• Green Events Tool (GET) 61
• Bio-decomposer Capsules 62
• 1st annual Breakthrough Agenda Report 2022 62
• Algal biofuels  63

Species in News
• Cheetah 63
• Black Swan Event 64
• Tomistoma 64
Defence
• Swarm drone competition for start-ups 65
Internal Security
• Naxalism 65
• Popular Front of India 65

 45
• Ukraine conflict of ‘profound concern’ 45
• G4 countries highlight ‘urgent need’ for reform in 

U.N. Security Council 45
• Quad countries sign Agreement 46
• Lancet Commission criticizes WHO for acting ‘too 

slowly 47

GS3
Economy
• Changes in IBC 47
• Market-Based Economic Dispatch (MBED) Mecha-

nism 48
• Liveliness of fingerprints 48
• SCALE App 48
• Nutrition rating stars 48
• “Not so coupled” nature of Indian Economy 49
• PLI Scheme for Solar Cell Manufacturing 49
• Dharamshala Declaration 50
• Maharatna Company Status 50
• Special Assistance to States for Capital Investment

 51
Agriculture
• KRITAGYA 3.0 51
• Seed Treaty 52
• Ecology with Agriculture 52
• PM PRANAM scheme 53
• Significance of India’s bans on broken rice export 53
• Convergence portal of govt’s 3 flagship schemes 

 54
Science and Technology
• INSPIRE Awards- MANAK 55
• SOVA virus attack 55
• Merge Software Upgrade 55
• Long Range Radio (LoRa) 56



Weekly Current Affairs Magazine

www.insightsonindia.com 5

GS1
Indian Society.

NEW TRENDS IN WORK CULTURE

[Also part of Social Justice and Ethics]
 
Direction: The terms given in this article have continu-
ously been in news. Try to understand them. These can 
be useful in society GS1, Social Justice GS2 and Ethics 
papers.

Context:  
In contemporary times, work, job, or labour have taken 
different forms giving rise to new terminologies, issues, 
challenges and sometimes debate.

What is Work Culture?
Attitudes, beliefs and behaviours that make up the reg-
ular atmosphere in a work environment are what we all 
know as work culture. 

• Quiet quitting, Quiet firing, moonlighting, Hus-
tle culture, Eighteen-hour work debate and 
work-life balance have appeared frequently in 
the past few months.

Quiet Quitting:
Quiet quitting refers to employees doing the bare min-
imum required of them. 

	E.g. leaving work exactly at the end of 
one’s shift, demanding additional pay 
for extra work, and/or setting clear 
work-life boundaries.

Reasons for quiet quitting:
• Changing work culture: The pandemic intro-

duced many challenges that both increased 
what is demanded of employees, and allowed 
them to reimagine what alternative work sys-
tems could look like.

• Impact of Remote Work: increased the number 
of hours employees spend working, thus con-
tributing to increased levels of burnout.

• Apathetic attitude of employers: Dissatisfac-
tion among employees who believe their man-

agers have little concern for employee welfare.

Moonlighting:
Moonlighting is the act of working at an extra job be-
yond regular working hours, usually without the knowl-
edge of the employer. Since the side job was mostly at 
night time or on weekends, it was referred to as moon-
lighting.

Why do people moonlight?
•	 Earn more money: The main reason for going 

above and beyond an existing job is earning 
more money. 

•	 Learn new skills: working in a different role can 
allow a person to develop new skills, explore re-
lated domains and connect with more people.

Why are employers not happy?
•	 Employers are suspicious of this practice often 

because it can mean that a worker may not give 
their organisation the time it needs, and not 
give any extra time to either organisation.
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’18 hours work’ debate and hustle culture
Hustle culture is defined as one that encourages em-
ployees to work more than normal working hours. 

• Work is on their minds even when they have 
free time or on holidays. 

• The major requirement of this culture is to com-
plete a job on target at a faster pace than usual.

A LinkedIn post by the CEO of a company advising 
youngsters to work 18 hours a day, at least for four to 
five years initially in their career, faced a backlash and 
was ridiculed. 

What does WHO study on long working hours 
say?

•	 745,000 people died from a stroke and heart 
disease associated with long working hours in 
2016

•	 Working 55 hours or more per week is a serious 
health hazard

•	 Capping hours would be beneficial for employ-
ers since that has been shown to increase work-
er productivity.

Why is it important to have a work-life bal-
ance?
Siddhartha S, an author of 5 books — ’60 Keys to Suc-
cess with NLP’, ‘Thank God it’s Monday’, and many 
others suggest: 

1.   Work-life balance is critical
2.    Put health before wealth
3.    Devise an incentive system if you want employees 
to work extra hours
4.    Success has different meanings for different peo-

ple: Economic success is not the only yardstick to mea-
sure the success of human life. 
5.    Entrepreneur and employee mindsets are differ-
ent: If an employee has to work 70+ hours for a basic 
salary, then it is not a great idea. The employee may 
as well take the entrepreneurship path where there is 
an opportunity to create a company and to keep the 
profits.

Mains Link:
Q. Do you think rejecting hustle culture youngsters or 
going for moonlighting is rejecting the idea of work is 
worship embedded in Indian Culture? Discuss. 10M

GS2

Parliament and State Legislatures 

THE PROCESS OF INCLUSION OR 
EXCLUSION FROM THE SCHED-
ULED TRIBES LIST(CONTINUA-

TION OF 15SEP ARTICLE)

Directions: This is from the explained section of the 
Hindu. But we had already done the article on it on 15th 
September FFP. This will be just a revision. 

Context:
• The Union Cabinet approved a proposal to add 

several tribes to the list of Scheduled Tribes (ST) 
in States so that they can avail of benefits meant 
for STs, including reservation.

Tribes included:
•  Hatti tribe (Trans-Giri area of Sirmour district in 

Himachal Pradesh)
• Narikoravar(hill tribe of Tamil Nadu)
• Kuruvikaran(hill tribe of Tamil Nadu)
• Binjhia(Chhattisgarh)

Process to include or remove tribes from the 
list: 

• Articles 341 and 342: The final decision rests 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/09/15/mission-2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-15-september-2022/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/09/15/mission-2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-15-september-2022/
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with the President’s office issuing a notification 
specifying the changes.

What are the criteria:
• Ethnological traits
• Traditional characteristics
• Distinctive culture
• Geographical isolation
• Backwardness

Supreme Court on tribal inclusion:
• Affinity test to link a person to a tribe: There 

is the likelihood that contact with other cul-
tures, migration and modernisation would have 
erased the traditional characteristics of a tribe.

How many Scheduled Tribes are there official-
ly?

● Census 2011: 
	There are said to be 705 ethnic groups 

listed as Scheduled Tribes under Article 
342. 

	Over 10 crore Indians are notified as 
STs.

	The STs constitute 8.6(eight point six)% 
of the population and 11.3(eleven point 
three)% of the rural population.

Insta Links:
Issues related to SC/ST 

Mains Links:
Q. What are the two major legal initiatives by the State 
since Independence addressing discrimination against 
Scheduled Tribes (STs)? (UPSC 2017)

Prelims Links:
SC
ST
NC-ST
Article 342
Tribes under article 342

Q. With reference to tribes and their geographical lo-
cation, consider the following pairs:

1. Hatti tribe       Chhattisgarh
2. Narikoravar    Himachal Pradesh 
3. Kuruvikaran   Tamil Nadu

Which of the following pairs is/are correctly matched?
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 3 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3

Ans: (b)

RULES FOR IDENTIFYING CRIMI-
NALS

Directions: A similar post on the same issue was made 
two days back in fact for prelims ( MHA notification of 
Convicts Biometrics). This is in continuation of that and 
will be the revision. 

Context:
• The Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) notified 

the rules governing The Criminal Procedure 
(Identification) Act, 2022 and it was passed in 
Parliament also.

What is the legislation about? 
(Repealed the Identification of Prisoners Act, 1920)

• Empowers Magistrate: The Act empowers a 
Magistrate to direct any person to give mea-
surements

• Measurement collected in physical form or in a 
non-standard digital format: It shall be convert-
ed into standard digital format and thereafter 
uploaded to the database as per the SOP. 

• Authorized users: Only authorized users could 
upload the measurements to the central data-
base in an encrypted format.

• Measurements include:

https://www.insightsonindia.com/social-justice/issues-related-to-sc-st/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/09/20/mission-2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-20-september-2022/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/09/20/mission-2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-20-september-2022/
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	Finger-impressions
	Palm-print and footprint
	Photographs
	Iris and retina scan
	Physical, biological samples and their 

analysis(including DNA profiling)
	Behavioural attributes including signa-

tures, handwriting
	Any other examination referred to in 

Section 53 or Section 53A of the Code 
of Criminal Procedure, 1973.

Concerns about the Act:
• Issues of privacy
• It allows the recording of samples of even polit-

ical detainees.
• The rules do not mention the procedure to be 

adopted for convicted persons.

Repository of the data:
• The National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) 

under MHA: Will be the agency for storing and 
preserving the data of arrested persons.

• State government can store data: But it shall 
provide compatible application programming 
interfaces for sharing the measurements or re-
cord of measurements with the NCRB.

Provisions for the destruction of records in 
case a suspect is acquitted (Yet to be specified 
by the NCRB):

• Nodal officer: Any request for destruction of re-
cords shall be made to the Nodal Officer who is 
to be nominated by the respective State Gov-
ernment.

• Recommendation for destruction: He will rec-
ommend the destruction after verifying that 
such a record of measurements is not linked 
with any other criminal cases.

Insta Links:
The Criminal Procedure (Identification) Act, 2022

Mains Links:
Q. Discuss different types of Cyber crimes and measures 
required to be taken to fight the menace. (UPSC 2020)

Prelims Links:
The Criminal Procedure (Identification) Act, 2022
NCRB

Q. Which of the following is/are measurements for 
identification included in The Criminal Procedure 
(Identification) Act, 2022?

1. Finger Impression
2. Iris and retina scan
3. DNA profiling 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below:
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 1 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3

Ans: (d)

SHOULD THE ECI INSIST ON IN-
NER-PARTY ELECTIONS?

Directions: This is from an editorial piece. Can be used 
as an example for Intra party democracy 

Context:
• The Congress is set for elections for the post of 

party president.

Legal ground on which elections can be man-
dated within political parties?

• Article 324 of the Constitution, or Section 29(A) 
of the RPA 1951: Court said that the ECI can ac-
tually regulate internal structures, organizations 
or elections of the party.

• Constitution of party: The ECI expects political 
parties to abide by their constitution, a copy of 
which is submitted to the commission when the 
parties are registered.

•  No interference: Commission cannot step in or 
criticize if anyone is elected unopposed.

Importance of internal elections:
• Contest of ideas: Internal elections lead to 

meetings and contests of ideas.
	For example: in U.S. elections, the se-

lection of the candidate to be the presi-
dential nominee is done via debate.

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/05/05/sansad-tv-perspective-the-criminal-procedure-identification-bill-2022-unmasking-criminals/
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• Upward mobility: Internal elections are key for 
upward mobility.

What will State funding of Political parties do?
• Money from corporates: Stop parties from tak-

ing money from the corporates.
• No of votes: Political parties will receive money 

as per the number of votes polled.
• Law Commission Report 1999-strongly recom-

mended that there should be a mechanism for 
it.

Should there be new laws making organiza-
tional elections mandatory?

• New interpretations: There is a need for a new 
interpretation and some bold moves from the 
ECI re-interpreting the existing laws, like:
	Political parties should hold organiza-

tional elections regularly. 
	The parties are required to inform the 

ECI about changes in their office-bear-
ers and addresses. 

	They are required to submit a docu-
ment of expenditure incurred during 
elections and in the non-election peri-
od.

Insta Links:
Political parties in India
Registered Unrecognized Political Parties (RUPPs)

Mains Links:
Q. On what grounds a people’s representative can be 
disqualified under the Representation of People Act, 
1951? Also, mention the remedies available to such a 
person against his disqualification. (UPSC 2019)

Prelims Links:
•	 ECI
•	 RPA
•	 Article 324
•	 RUPPs

Q. A political party in a state is considered Recognised 
if:

1. Secures at least 6% of the valid vote & wins at 
least 2 seats in an Assembly General Election.

2. Secures at least 3% of the total valid vote in an 
Assembly or a Lok Sabha General Election.

Select the correct answer using the codes given below;
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Ans: (a)

Judiciary

FROM LODHA TO RAMANA

Directions: Don’t focus on the contribution of individ-
ual Chief justices (unless you have law optional). Just 
notice the trend and evolution of the Indian Judiciary. 
Points from another related article in Indian Express by 
Fali S Nariman have been included in it. 

Context:
• Over 75 years, the Indian Supreme Court has al-

ready had 49 Chief Justices. 
	Justice Y.V. Chandrachud, in the 1980s, 

had an exceptionally long tenure of 
over seven years, while at the other ex-
treme, Justice K.N. Singh occupied the 
office for a mere 17 days.

Role of Judiciary:
• Fundamental rights: Its primary responsibility is 

to ensure that the fundamental rights of citizens 
guaranteed under the Constitution are not di-
luted, or eroded by the state.

Judiciary manifest its superior nature through:
• Kesavananda Bharati(1973): The Court as-

sumed the power of judicial review over consti-
tutional amendments. 

• Judicial appointments: It assumed the power 
of judicial appointments to itself and the High 
Courts. 

• Article 21: It expanded the fundamental right to 
life and liberty under Article 21 of the Constitu-
tion.

• PIL: It ensures the right to approach courts 
through public interest litigation.

Powers of CJI besides normal judicial duties:
• Appointment of judges: Selecting judges for ap-

pointment to the higher judiciary

https://www.insightsonindia.com/governance/political-parties-in-india/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/06/22/eci-continues-to-nudge-registered-unrecognized-political-parties-rupps-for-ensuring-due-regulatory-compliance/
https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/fali-s-nariman-supreme-courts-basic-structure-doctrine-new-context-8160302/
https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/fali-s-nariman-supreme-courts-basic-structure-doctrine-new-context-8160302/
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• Number and composition of benches: Deciding 
the number and composition of benches adjudi-
cate on different kinds of cases

‘Doctrine of Basic Structure’ was propounded by the 
Indian Judiciary on 24th April 1973 in the Keshavanan-
da Bharati case to put a limitation on the amending 
powers of the Parliament so that the ‘basic structure of 
the basic law of the land’ cannot be amended in the ex-
ercise of its ‘constituent power’ under the Constitution.

The decision constitutes a high watermark in the as-
sertion of the Court’s judicial power in the teeth of a 
determined majoritarian regime. Much later, in 2007, 
a different Bench of nine judges in I.R. Coelho vs. State 
of Tamil Nadu, in a unanimous decision, authoritatively 
upheld the narrow majority view (of 7:6) in Kesavanan-
da Bharati and gave it permanent constitutional validity.

Three periods:
From 1950 to 1971: 

• The Chief Justice had complete authority over 
judicial appointments

• The recommendation of the Chief Justice would 
always be followed, even to the extent of pow-
ers of a veto.

Between 1971 and 1993:
• Committed judges: The Executive insisted on 

appointing ‘committed judges’ to the Supreme 
Court.

•  Prerogative: The executive exercising preroga-
tive in appointing Chief Justices.

• The first judge’s case(1981): The opinion of the 
CJI would not be binding on the government.

• Second Judges case(1993): Judiciary practically 
wrested the power of appointments back from 
the executive.

From 2014 to 2022:
• Justice Lodha: He revived the dormant trend of 

direct appointments from the Bar to the Bench 
in the Supreme Court.

• Justice H.L. Dattu: The fourth judge’s case, con-
cerning the validity of the National Judicial Ap-
pointments Commission (NJAC) Act.

• Justice T.S. Thakur: He set the National Judicial 
Data Grid rolling, which today connects all lev-

els of the judicial system and provides a surfeit 
of information to litigants.

• Justice J.S. Khehar: 
	Landmark judgments: including the 

Right to Privacy and Triple Talaq judg-
ments.

	Revived debates on the lack of transpar-
ency and fairness in managing the roster 
in the Supreme Court.

	Conviction and subsequent imprison-
ment of a High Court judge.

• Justice Dipak Misra: 
	Press conference: held by his four fellow 

judges, condemning the CJI’s internal 
administrative decisions.

	Impeachment: motion was proceeded 
against him.

	Constitutional benches: Set up the max-
imum number of constitutional benches 
as CJI.

• Justice Ranjan Gogoi:
	Sat in the hearing of a sexual harassment 

complaint made by an employee of the 
Supreme Court against himself.

	Secrecy issues: Assam’s National Regis-
ter of Citizens (NRC) matter, the Rafale 
dispute, the electoral bonds issue

	Habeas corpus: petitions wake of the ab-
rogation of Article 370.

	Ayodhya dispute
• Justice Sharad A. Bobde: 

	Preferential treatment to certain mat-
ters: for example, in the bail matters of 
journalists Siddique Kappan versus Arn-
ab Goswami

	Stayed the controversial farm laws.
	Ad-hoc judges: Issuing guidelines on the 

appointment of ad-hoc judges to tackle 
judicial pendency

	Standoff within the collegium(over the 
appointment of a judge to SC)

• Justice N.V. Ramana:
	Certain bail orders and stays (e.g., sedi-

tion)
	Pegasus inquiry
	The decision on the Prevention of Mon-

ey Laundering Act.
	Significantly large number of appoint-

ments in the higher judiciary, including 
appointing many women judges.

	No constitutional Benches were formed.
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The future:
Justice U.U. Lalit:

● Taken initiatives in the formation of benches 
and certain initial orders that he has given, e.g., 
Kappan and Setalvad cases

● Granting bail to individuals where the original 
indictment itself was without basis.

Conclusion:
● A dynamic and thoughtful leadership: Support-

ed by puisne judges, should be able to ensure 
that the challenges and responsibilities are met 
appropriately.

● True custodian: Supreme Court should live up 
to hope of being the true custodian of the Con-
stitution and protector of fundamental rights

Insta Links:
CJI

Mains Links:
Q. Critically examine the Supreme Court’s judgment 
on ‘National Judicial Appointments Commission Act, 
2014’ with reference to the appointment of judges of 
higher judiciary in India. (UPSC 2017)

Prelims Links:
•	 CJI
•	 Appointment of CJI
•	 National Judicial Data Grid rolling
•	 Kesavananda Bharati(1973)
•	 Article 21
•	 First Judges case
•	 Second Judges case
•	 Third Judges case 
•	 NJAC

Q. Other than the Fundamental Rights, which of the fol-
lowing parts of the Constitution of India reflect/reflect 
the principles and provisions of the Universal Declara-
tion of Human Rights (1918)? (UPSC 2020)
1. Preamble
2. Directive Principles of State Policy
3. Fundamental Duties 
Select the correct answer using the code given below:

(a) and 2 only
(b) 2 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

Ans: (d)

LIVE STREAMING OF SC HEARING

Context: 
SC will live stream the constitutional bench hearing  
from September 27, as a part of 3rd phase of e-courts 
projects (use of information technology in Judiciary)

Why Live-Stream?
• SC ( Swapnil Tripathy case, 2018):  Live telecast 

of court proceedings is part of the right to ac-
cess justice under Article 21. 

• SC’s E-committee:  It set up model rules for 
live-streaming and recording of the court pro-
ceedings in India. 

Other Courts?
• Six HC are already live streaming their pro-

ceedings on YouTube:  Gujarat, Orissa, Karnata-
ka, Jharkhand, Bihar, and Madhya Pradesh.

What is Constitutional Bench?
Under Article 145(3), “any case involving a substantial 
question of law as to the interpretation of the Con-
stitution” must be decided by a Bench of at least five 
judges. Such a Bench is called a Constitution Bench.

Benefits:
•	 Will ensure Transparency and public scrutiny
•	 Will help in de-congestion of courts
•	 Improve physical access for litigants and trust of 

people in the judiciary 
•	 Help in legal research and training
•	 Encourage legal awareness

Issues: 
•	 Digital divide
•	 Lack of ICT infrastructure
•	 Lack of digitally trained court officials
•	 Risk of privacy breach
•	 Risk of the case getting sensationalised. 

Supreme Court has approved a set of guidelines and 
it has the power to withhold broadcasting in sensitive 
matters e.g. matrimonial disputes, matters involving ju-
veniles, national security, rape cases etc. 

International Examples: Courts in the US allow for au-

https://www.insightsonindia.com/polity/structure-organization-and-functioning-of-the/judiciary/sc/acting-chief-justice/
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dio recordings and transcripts of oral arguments. In the 
UK, recording of proceedings of SC is allowed. 

Insta Links 
Virtual courts and the way forward

Mains Links
Q. The idea of the e-Court system can provide 
the judiciary with an opportunity to address the 
problem of delayed justice. Discuss. (250 Words) 
 
Q. Which one of the following in Indian polity is an es-
sential feature that indicates that it is federal in char-
acter?

(a)    The independence of judiciary is safeguarded.
(b)    The Union Legislature has elected representa-

tives from constituent units.
(c)    The Union Cabinet can have elected represen-

tatives from regional parties.
(d)    The Fundamental Rights are enforceable by 

Courts of Law.
 Answer: (a)

Statutory, regulatory and various quasi-judicial bodies

MORE TEETH AND BIGGER MUS-
CLES

Directions: ED and NIA have off late been in News often 
for various reasons.  

Context:
● Since 2014, the Directorate of Enforcement 

(ED) has investigated 121 prominent politicians 
and has arrested, questioned, raided, or filed 
FIRs against 115 major Opposition leaders.

Analysis of Powers with ED:
• Power Contrary to CBI: Unlike agencies, partic-

ularly the CBI, the PMLA allows the ED to take 
cognizance of any offence with or without the 
consent of state governments.

• Powers contrary to NIA: The types of offences 
that NIA can investigate are limited to about a 
dozen offences compared to ED which enjoys a 
wide-ranging schedule across the country.

• Wider extent: The ED’s ambit extends from se-

rious crimes such as terrorism to the hunting 
of wild animals, and from the infringement of 
copyright to false trademarks.

• Other powers under PMLA: 
	It gives investigators the power to ar-

rest and attach properties and assets of 
accused

	Impose stringent bail conditions
	Make a statement recorded before an 

investigating officer admissible in court 
as evidence

Powers through various amendments:
• ‘Criminal conspiracy’ under Section 120B of 

IPC: It was added to the PMLA’s schedule among 
various other offences.

•  International jurisdiction: For tracking laun-
dered money 

• Amendments in 2015 and 2018: The ED was al-
lowed to attach properties in India equivalent to 
properties acquired abroad through laundered 
money.

• Explanations inserted into the PMLA in 2019: 
The government allowed the ED to attach prop-
erties earned directly or indirectly through al-
leged criminal activity.

Issues with the PMLA:
• Statement admissible: It is the only Act in the 

country in which a statement recorded before 
an investigating officer is admissible in court as 
evidence.

• Strict bail conditions: SC upheld the validity of 
all the provisions of the PMLA, including strict 
bail conditions in money laundering cases.

Insta Links:
PMLA
ED

Mains Links:
Q. India’s proximity to two of the world’s biggest il-
licit opium-growing states has enhanced her internal 
security concerns. Explain the linkages between drug 
trafficking and other illicit activities such as gunrun-
ning, money laundering and human trafficking. What 
counter-measures should be taken to prevent the 
same? (UPSC 2018)

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/04/10/rstv-the-big-picture-virtual-courts-and-way-forward/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/08/02/editorial-analysis-by-upholding-pmla-sc-puts-its-stamp-on-kafkas-law/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/03/09/enforcement-directorate/
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Prelims Links:
•	 PMLA
•	 ED
•	 CBI
•	 NIA

Q. With reference to the Directorate of Enforcement 
(ED), consider the following statements:

1. It investigates offences of money laundering 
and violations of foreign exchange laws.

2. It functions under the Home Ministry.
Select the correct answer using the codes given below:

(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Ans: (a)

FREEING THE CAGED PARROT

Directions: A question on CBI was asked in last year’s 
Mains.  

Context:
● Despite several observations made by the Su-

preme Court against the inefficient functioning 
of the CBI nothing has happened to improve the 
situation. 

Supreme Court cases on CBI:
● Jain Hawala case(2014): Criminal negligence of 

the CBI in militancy and corruption-related mat-
ter.

● Vineet Narain” judgment(1997): The CVC be 
given statutory status and be entrusted with the 
responsibility to supervise the work of the CBI 
ensuring its efficiency and impartiality.

Recommendations for improving the function-
ing of CBI and CVC:

● Amendment: The CVC Act should be amended, 
providing for a five/seven-member CVC, which 
could broadly assume the role visualized for the 
Lokpal. 

● Prevent favouritism in selection: The selection 
process to be more broad-based to prevent fa-
vouritism or from controversial persons being 
appointed. 

● CVC should constitute an advisory committee: 
Consisting of at least 11 members drawn from 
criminologists and forensic science experts. 

○ This will augment the professional input 
in its functioning. 

● Expert or professional assistance: CVC should 
be given the power to go to any expert or pro-
fessional to assist it in screening complaints.

● No permission from the government: After as-
sessing a complaint by broad-based CVC, there 
should be no need to seek prior permission 
from the government.

● CBI should be made functionally and financial-
ly independent: Of the controls of any govern-
ment ministry/department. 

○ The professional supervision over the in-
vestigations of the CBI should rest only 
with the CVC.

● Manner of the appointment of the CBI Direc-
tor: It should be broad-based as in the case of 
the CVC members. 

○ The other inductions/appointments in 
the CBI should be brought under the 
overarching supervision of the CVC.

● Better synergy between anti-corruption laws 
and grievance handling: The laws relating to 
whistleblowers and grievance redressal should 
be placed within the jurisdiction of the CVC.

Conclusion:
● Responsible governance: Effective administra-

tion of anti-corruption laws at the grassroots is 
the key to responsible governance. 

● Government interference: The state and their 
anti-corruption agencies would, therefore, need 
to be equally insulated from the state govern-
ment’s interference on similar lines.

● Not used as instruments of blackmail and in-
timidation: Rather they should work with com-
plete objectivity and in the interest of the nation

Insta Links:
•	 CBI
•	 CVC

Mains Links:
Q. The jurisdiction of the Central Bureau of Investiga-
tion(CBI) regarding lodging an FIR and conducting a 
probe within a particular state is being questioned by 
various States. However, the power of States to with-

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/04/02/220937/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/10/30/central-vigilance-commission/
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hold consent to the CBI is not absolute. Explain with 
special reference to the federal character of India. 
(UPSC 2021)

Prelims Links:
•	 CBI
•	 CVC
•	 SC

Q. With reference to Central Vigilance Commission, 
consider the following statements:

1. It is neither statutory nor an executive body.
2. A central vigilance commissioner is appointed 

by the President on the recommendations of 
a committee consisting of the Prime Minister, 
Union Home Minister and Leader of the Opposi-
tion in Lok Sabha.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Ans: (b)

Government policies and interventions

MENTAL HEALTH: WHAT NUM-
BERS DON’T TELL US

Directions: Important for mains, can be used as an ex-
ample for issues with Indian prisons 

Context:
● The National Crime Records Bureau’s (NCRB) 

Prison Statistics India Report:
○ 9,180 prisoners with mental illness, 150 

deaths by suicide, and five prisoners 
with schizophrenia and epilepsy have 
died.

● India’s National Mental Health Policy, 2014: It 
considers prisoners a class of people vulnerable 
to mental ill-health.

Key Highlights:
● Maximum prisoners: Undertrial population 

makes up for over 70% of the prison population.
● Under trials: More than half of those with men-

tal illness were undertrials

● Project 39A’s report: On mental health and the 
death penalty, Deathworthy, revealed that over 
60% of death row prisoners had a current epi-
sode of mental illness.

Lack of solutions:
● NRCB data:  It gives us data confirming the cate-

gorisation, but it does not take us much further 
towards crafting solutions.

Aspects of incarceration(confined to prisons)
that cause distress:

● Loss of liberty
● Loss of close contact with loved ones
● Loss of autonomy

Steps that need to be taken:
● All-encompassing approach: Move beyond the 

treatment of individuals and towards identify-
ing the social and underlying determinants of 
mental health in prisons. 

● Social and structural: We need to look at men-
tal health in prisons from a social and structural 
perspective as well.

● Reform, rehabilitation or reintegration(3Rs): 
They are meant to make prisoners confident in 
their lives, their choices and their ability to take 
decisions and be responsible and accountable 
for it.

Insta Links:
Prison reforms

Mains links:
Q. Though the Human Rights Commissions have con-
tributed immensely to the protection of human rights 
in India, yet they have failed to assert themselves 
against the mighty and powerful. Analyzing their 
structural and practical limitations, suggest remedial 
measures. (UPSC 2021)

Prelims Links:
NCRB

Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/Prison-Reforms-in-India.pdf
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THE GENDER PAY GAP, HARD 
TRUTHS AND ACTIONS NEEDED

Directions: Important for mains. This is from an editori-
al piece and a continuation of a previous report by Ox-
fam on India discrimination report 2022.  

Context:
● India is among the most important countries 

when it comes to the global economic growth 
and structural transformation story.

○ But, asymmetries still abound in the 
country’s labour market.

Impact of the pandemic on women:
● Income security: Due to their representation in 

sectors hard hit by COVID-19
● Family responsibility: Gendered division of fam-

ily responsibilities.
● Child and elderly care: Many women revert-

ed to full-time care of children and the elderly 
during the pandemic.

● Global Wage Report 2020–21: Massive down-
ward pressure on wages and disproportionate-
ly affected women’s total wages compared to 
men.

Gender gap in India:
• Women earned less: Indian women earned, on 

an average, 48% less compared to their male 
counterparts in 1993-94. 

• National Sample Survey Office (NSSO): The gap 
declined to 28% in 2018-19. 

• Periodic Labour Force Survey (PLFS) 2020-
21: The pandemic reversed the progress and 
showed an increase in the gap by 7% between 
2018-19 and 2020-21.

Gender-based discriminatory practices:
• Lower wages paid to women for work of equal 

value.
• Undervaluation of women’s work in highly fem-

inized occupations
• Enterprises, and motherhood pay gap-lower 

wages for mothers compared to non-mothers.

Constitution and the Convention on the Elim-
ination of All Forms of Discrimination against 

Women (CEDAW) by ILO:
• It provides an international legal framework for 

realising gender equality and addressing the in-
tersecting forms of discrimination and vulnera-
bilities among women and girls.

Steps taken by India:
• Minimum Wages Act in 1948
• Equal Remuneration Act in 1976.
• Code on Wages.
• Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment 

Guarantee Act (MGNREGA)
• Maternity Benefit Act of 1961
• Skill India Mission 
• Equal Pay International Coalition (EPIC)

Conclusion:
• Achieve UN Sustainable Development Goal 8: 

Achieving full and productive employment and 
decent work for all women and men and equal 
pay for work of equal value” by 2030.

• Closing the gender pay gap: It is key to achiev-
ing social justice for working women, as well as 
economic growth for the nation as a whole.

Insta Links:
Labour Codes
MGNREGA

Prelims Links:
• Minimum Wages Act in 1948
• Equal Remuneration Act in 1976.
• Code on Wages.
• Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment 

Guarantee Act (MGNREGA)
• Maternity Benefit Act of 1961
• Skill India Mission 
• Equal Pay International Coalition (EPIC)
• ILO
• SDGs

Q. Consider the following statements:(UPSC 2016)
1. The Sustainable Development Goals were first pro-
posed in 1972 by a global think tank called the ‘Club of 
Rome’.
2. The Sustainable Development Goals have to be 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/09/16/india-discrimination-report-2022-oxfam-india/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2021/12/21/4-labour-codes/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/social-justice/welfare-schemes/schemes-under-ministry-of-rural-development/mgnrega/
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achieved by 2030.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Ans: (b)

Social Sector/Services relating to Health, Education, 
Human Resources.

REFORMS AND THE TASK OF GET-
TING TEACHERS ON BOARD

Directions: Reforms undertaken by Andhra Govern-
ment to improve the education system. You can use it 
as an example in mains for measures to improve edu-
cation in India

Context:
• The education system in Andhra Pradesh is 

changing rapidly following a slew of reforms 
that have been ushered in by the government.

Aim of the education reforms:
• Equitable and inclusive: To ensure that all chil-

dren have access to quality education within an 
equitable and inclusive classroom environment

• Participation: Making them active participants 
in the learning process.

Objectives of reforms:
• Critical thinking: Shift the focus from content 

retention to building critical thinking and prob-
lem-solving abilities

• Holistic learning process: Making the learning 
process more experiential, holistic, integrated, 
enquiry-driven, and enjoyable.

Importance of app-based attendance system:
• Attendance:  A platform to record the atten-

dance of teachers in government schools across 
the State.

• Update on children: Parents will also receive 
SMS updates on their child’s arrival and depar-
ture from school.

• Teacher absenteeism: It checks teacher absen-
teeism.

Issues:
• School restructuring programme: it calls for a 

merger of classes three to five in primary schools 
with high schools (will further contribute to the 
school drop-out rate)

• Reapportionment of teaching staff in the State: 
It will only increase their workload in addition to 
shrinking existing teacher posts.

• Face recognition app by the School Education 
Department: Asking teachers to download it on 
their personal mobile phones and record their 
daily attendance
	Teachers have Cited issues of virtual se-

curity reasons.

Conclusion:
• Part of reforms: As teachers are central to any 

change in the education system, they should 
not be left out of the realm of the reforms un-
derway

• Incentivisation: The government could think of 
employing effective motivation and small-scale 
incentivisation to find a middle ground and 
make them partners in the ongoing journey.

Insta Links:
NEP 2020

Mains Link:
Q. National Electronic Policy 2020 is in conformity 
with the Sustainable Development Goals-4 (2030). It 
intended to restructure and re-orient the education 
system in India. Critically examine the statement. 
(UPSC 2020)

Prelims Links:
NEP
SDG4

Q. With reference to National Education Policy(NEP) 
2020, consider the following statements:

1. The NEP proposes three language policy to con-
tinue with preference for local language upto 
class 5.

2. There is no proposal to cap fees charged by pri-

https://www.insightsonindia.com/social-justice/issues-related-to-education-sector/new-education-policy/key-highlights-of-the-nep/
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vate institutions of higher learning.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Ans: (d)

AI IN EDUCATION: STATE OF EDU-
CATION REPORT FOR INDIA 2022

[Also part of Science Technology, Governance, Indian 
Society]

Context: 
UNESCO has released the State of education report for 
India 2022: Artificial Intelligence (AI) in education

Findings:
• India has the highest relative AI skill penetration 

rate ( over 3 times the global average)
• AI literacy is increasing and is important  for India
• India has a one-size-fits-all approach: Using per-

sonalized and intelligent AI-based tutoring will help 
learning become diversified

India should:
• Consider teaching Ethics of AI
• Correct Algorithmic biases and discrimination in AI
• Involve the private sector and PPP in developing AI-

based products.
• Use AI for equality, equity, inclusion and improved 

learning outcomes
• Use AI for the inclusion of linguistic diversity

Issues:
• India lacks policies for AI in education
• Lack of digital infrastructure 
• Increasing use of AI for fakes, cheating
• Focus on memorization-based education (instead of 

critical thinking)

Government steps:
• NEP 2020 emphasises using digital tools ( includ-

ing AI) in education for meeting the skill-based de-
mands of Industry 4.0.

• CBSE has AI as an elective subject for its ninth-
grade classes.

• National Program on AI
• AIRAWAT (Artificial Intelligence Research, Analytics 

and Knowledge Assimilation Platform)
• National Strategy for AI

Conclusion:
Government should consider AI with the aim of 5 ‘I’s 
that stand for Inclusiveness, Indigenization, Innova-
tion, Investment in infrastructure & International co-
operation.

About the report:
It is the 4th edition of the annual report of UNESCO with 
the aim of increasing the application of AI in education 
in India. 

About UNESCO
The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization  (founded in 1945, Hq: Paris) is a special-
ised agency of the United Nations aimed at promoting 
world peace and security through international cooper-
ation in education, arts, sciences and culture.

Insta Links
AI and Robotics

Mains Links
AI can be connected with GS1 (society), GS2, and GS3 
as well as in ethics. Do related various dimensions of AI 
and the issues concerned. 
Q. As with most technologies, there will be positive 
and negative impacts on society as artificial intelli-
gence continues to transform the world that we live 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/science-technology/robotics/artificial-intelligence-and-robotics/


www.insightsonindia.com

Weekly Current Affairs Magazine

18

in. Examine. (15M)

Prelims links 

Q.With the present state of development, Artificial In-
telligence can effectively do which of the following? 
(UPSC 2020)
1. Bring down electricity consumption in industrial 

units.
2. Create meaningful short stories and songs.
3. Disease diagnosis.
4. Text-to-Speech Conversion.
5. Wireless transmission of electrical energy.
Select the correct answer using the code given below:
(a) 1, 2, 3 and 5 only
(b) 1, 3 and 4 only
(c) 2, 4 and 5 only
(d) 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5
Answer: D

Q. Consider the following pairs: (2018)
Terms sometimes                       Context/Topic 
seen in news
1. Belle II experiment       —         Artificial Intelligence
2. Blockchain technology —       Digital/Cryptocurrency
3. CRISPR – Cas9             —        Particle Physics
Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly 
matched?
(a) 1 and 3 only
(b) 2 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3
Answer: B

WHAT AILS THE CURRENT AP-
PROACH TO AYURVEDA

Direction: It came in the opinion section of the Hindu. 
Go through it once. 

Context: 
The article discusses a few challenges to Ayurveda in 
the present context. 

What is Ayurveda?
Ayurveda is an alternative medicine system with histor-

ical roots in the Indian subcontinent. It is based on the 
idea that disease is caused by an imbalance or stress in 
a person’s consciousness.

• Ayurveda is heavily practised in India and Nepal, 
where around 80% of the population report us-
ing it.

Significance Of Ayurveda
• Ancient science and Indian heritage
• An alternative way of seeing diseases: In 

Ayurveda, it is believed living man is a conglom-
eration of three humors (Vata, Pitta & Kapha), 
seven basic tissues (Rasa, Rakta, Mansa, Meda, 
Asthi, Majja & Shukra) and the waste products 
of the body i.e. mala, mutra and sweda.

• Holistic: The treatment approach in the Ayurve-
da system is holistic and individualized having 
preventive, curative, mitigative, recuperative 
and rehabilitative aspects.

• Focus on Prevention 

Challenges:
• Ineffective Treatment in Emergency Cases
• No uniformity: different medicinal plants are 

used in different geography for the treatment of 
the same disease. 

• Lack of interest and promotion at the global 
level

• Shortage of specialised practitioners and re-
search 

• Outdated theories: Ayurveda’s ancient treatis-
es, cannot be expected to retain relevance in 
their entirety in today’s time. The theories con-
tain useful portions alongside obsolete ones. 

• Simplistic details: E.g. On urine formation, the 
Ayurveda text posits that tiny ducts from the in-
testines carry urine to fill the bladder with no 
role for kidneys. This has been outdated. 

• Wrong belief: the widespread belief among its 
academics that ancient texts, by virtue of their 
being divined by sages in deep yogic states, re-
tain timeless relevance. 

What needs to be done?
• A dispassionate sifting through their contents is 

a prerequisite for their prudent practical use. 
• “Reverse pharmacology”: Using documented 

clinical experiences to research in ayurveda
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Government Steps:
• Ministry of AYUSH (Ayurveda, Yoga and natu-

ropathy, Unani, Siddha, and Homeopathy) in 
2014

• New Millennium Indian Technology Leadership 
Initiative (NMITLI): research in Ayurveda is part 
of it

• Kerala has been promoting Ayurveda as a way 
of improving immunity in the general popula-
tion

• Proposed WHO’s Global Centre for Traditional 
Medicine (Jamnagar, Gujurat): It will be the first 
and only global outpost centre for traditional 
medicine across the world.

Conclusion:
As a medical system, Ayurveda is valuable immensely 
for its observations, only marginally for its theories, and 
not at all for its speculations. The sooner there is re-
form and updation of theories as per modern science 
the better people will be benefited from it. 

Related fact: 
Bhore Committee was set up by the Government of In-
dia in 1943 under Sir Joseph William Bhore to survey 
the existing position regarding the health conditions 
and health organisations in India. 

Insta Links
Ayurveda in Surgery 

Mains Links
Q. Adaptation of Ayurveda for current use comes with 
its challenges which need to be acknowledged and re-
solved. Discuss. (250 Words)

REDUCTION OF CHILD MORTALI-
TY

Direction: No need to remember the data. Observe the 
trend and know the basic definitions of terms. 

Context: 
As per the recently released Sample Registration Sys-
tem (SRS) Statistical Report 2020, India has witnessed 

a progressive reduction in IMR, U5MR and NMR since 
2014.

• The report is released by the Registrar General 
of India (RGI)

Other findings:
• Six (6) States/ UT have already attained the 

SDG target of NMR (<=12 by 2030):  Kerala (4), 
Delhi (9), Tamil Nadu (9), Maharashtra (11), 
Jammu & Kashmir (12) and Punjab (12).

• Eleven (11) States/UT has already attained the 
SDGs target of U5MR (<=25 by 2030)

• U5MR for females is higher (33) than for males 
(31).

Basic Terms:
• Crude Birth rate: It is expressed as births per 

1,000 population.
• The total Fertility Rate is the average number 

of children a woman would bear at her repro-
ductive age.
	The current fertility rate for India in 

2022 is 2.159 births per woman, a 
0.92% decline from 2021

• Neonatal deaths (deaths within the first 28 days 
of life of an infant)

• U5MR: The mortality rate of children aged un-
der 5 years

• The infant mortality Rate is the number of 
deaths of children under one year of age per 
1000 live births.

About SRS
• The SRS is a demographic survey for providing 

annual estimates of IMR, BR, DR and other fer-
tility at the national and sub-national levels. It 
was started in 1964-65 by the Registrar General 
of India. 

About RGI

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/12/04/insights-into-editorial-a-clear-reading-of-the-ayurveda-surgery-move/
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• It was founded in 1961 by the Government of 
India under the Ministry of Home Affairs.

• It conducts and analyses the results of the de-
mographic surveys (including the Census of In-
dia and the Linguistic Survey of India).

SDG Target 3| Health: 
• By 2030, end preventable deaths of newborns 

and children under 5 years of age
• Aim: To reduce neonatal mortality and under-5 

mortality

Insta Links:
SDG Report 2022
Child mortality 

Mains Links:
Q. Besides being a moral imperative of the Welfare 
State, primary health structure is a necessary precon-
dition for sustainable development.” Analyze. (UPSC 
2021)
 
Prelims Links:
• IMR
• U5MR
• NMR
• Registrar General of India

Q. Consider the following statements: (UPSC CSE 2016)
1. The Sustainable Development Goals were first pro-

posed in 1972 by a global think tank called the ‘Club 
of Rome’.

2. The Sustainable Development Goals have to be 
achieved by 2030.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
A. 1 only
B. 2 only
C. Both 1 and 2
D. Neither 1 nor 2
Ans: (b)

Bilateral agreements involving India and/or affecting In-

dia’s interests

A RISKY NEW STATUS QUO

Directions: This is from an editorial piece. 

Context:
● India and China completed disengagement in 

Patrolling Point 15 (PP15), pulling troops back 
to create a demilitarized buffer zone.

          

Issues associated with buffer zone creation:
● Patrolling: It inhibits India’s ability to patrol its 

own territory.
● Limits activities: The buffer zones and De-

psang’s status limit India’s military activities 
near the LAC.

Issues still persisting between India and China 
:

● No return back: The reinforcements that each 
side deployed since 2020 have not returned to 
the garrison.

● Military infrastructure: Both sides have raced 
to build permanent military infrastructure near 
the border.

● Claim over Arunachal Pradesh: China still claims 
Arunachal Pradesh as its own.

Strategic implications for India:
● Reassignment: India has reassigned one of 

three originally Pakistan-facing Strike Corps to 
the China front. 

● Newest artillery and other equipment: It has 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/07/11/232639/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/social-justice/issues-related-to-children/child-mortality/
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deployed its newest artillery, fighter jets, and 
drones to the China border.

Conclusion:
● Asian balance of power: The capabilities to 

project military force across the Ocean, coerce 
or defend smaller regional States, and establish 
an enduring strategic presence there, will deter-
mine the Asian balance of power.

● Continued “disengagement and de-escalation: 
This could be a golden opportunity for Indian 
planners to work towards long-term military 
modernisation and political influence across the 
Indian Ocean region.

Insta Links:
India-China relations 

Mains Links:
Q. China is using its economic relation and positive trade 
surplus as tools to develop potential military power sta-
tus in Asia” In the light of this statement. Discuss its im-
pact on India as her neighbour. (UPSC 2017)

Prelims Links:
• India China border mapping 
• PP15
• LAC
• Buffer Zone
• Galwan valley

Q. Which of the following is the correct arrangement 
of points on LAC from North to South?

(a) Karakoram pass-Galway valley-Hot Spring-Dau-
lat Beg Oldi

(b) Hot spring-Karakoram pass-Galwan Valley-Dau-
lat Beg Oldi

(c) Karakoram pass-Daulat Beg Oldi-Galwan val-
ley-Hot Spring 

(d) Daulat Beg Oldi-Karakoram pass-Galwan val-
ley-Hot spring

Ans: (c)

GS3

Indian Economy

NATIONAL LOGISTICS POLICY

Direction: Go through once

Context: 
India has unveiled its National Logistics Policy (NLP) with 
the aim of promoting the seamless movement of 
goods and enhancing the competitiveness of the indus-
try. 

• The National Logistics Policy was also announced 
in the Budget for 2022-23.

• India ranked 44th in World Bank Logistics 
Performance Index 2018.

• Gujarat has topped the Logistics Ease Across 
Different States (LEADS) 2021 index

Need:
• The logistics cost in India (about 13-14 %) is high 

as compared to other developed economies 
(8%) 

• India’s logistics sector is highly defragmented 
and very complex.

• This sector provides employment to more than 
22 million people and is expected to grow at the 
rate of 10.5% over the next 5 years.

• Logistics is also the backbone of India’s inter-
national trade and will help in the diversifica-
tion of not only India’s export basket but also of 
products and countries.

Aim
• Reducing costs for the logistics sector to 10 per 

cent in five years.
• Develop skills among youth and create employ-

ment opportunities.
• Promote the seamless movement of goods and 

enhance the competitiveness of the industry 
across the nation

• Focus on some key areas like process re-engi-
neering, digitisation and multi-modal transport

https://www.insightsonindia.com/international-relations/india-and-its-neighborhood/india-china-relations/
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Four Major Steps Under National Logistics Pol-
icy

• Integration of Digital System (IDS): Different 
systems of seven different departments (such 
as road transport, railway, customs, aviation, 
foreign trade and commerce ministries) will be 
integrated digitally.

• Unified Logistics Interface Platform (ULIP): It 
will also lead to improving shorter and smooth 
cargo movement. It will also enable information 
exchange on a real-time basis in a confidential 
manner.
	NICDC’s (National Industrial Corridor 

Development Corporation) Logistics 
Data Bank Project has been leveraged 
to develop ULIP.

• Ease of Logistics (ELOG): It will simplify the rules 
and ease the logistics business.

• System Improvement Group (SIG): monitoring 
all logistics-related projects regularly and tack-
ling all obstacles.

Other steps taken by the government:
• Logistics division in the Commerce department 

has been created.
• Gati Shakti Scheme
• Bharatmala Program (building about 84,000 Km 

of new highways)
• Sagarmala Project (unlock the potential of the 

country’s 7,5000 Km coastline and 14,500 Km of 
navigable waterways)

• Railways: Freight corridors
• Previously, the government plans to replace 

the Multimodal Transportation of Goods Act, 
1993 (MMTG) with a National Logistics Efficien-

cy and Advancement Predictability and Safety 
Act (NLEAPS)

Insta Links
Logistics Sector in India

Mains Links
Q. A push towards logistics, prioritizing government 
measures to reduce India’s extremely high logistics 
costs, plethora of regulations, poor connectivity and 
distribution challenges is the current need of the hour. 
Elucidate. (15M)

INSOLVENCY AND BANKRUPTCY 
BOARD OF INDIA REGULATIONS, 

2016 AND INSOLVENCY AND 
BANKRUPTCY BOARD OF INDIA 

REGULATIONS, 2017 AMEND-
MENTS:

Directions: The amendments are highly technical in na-
ture. No need to note or remember. Go through it once. 
Understand the basics of IBC. Know the difference be-
tween basic terms such as liquidation, bankruptcy etc. 

Context:
• The Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of India 

notified the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board 
of India (Liquidation Process) (Second Amend-
ment) Regulations, 2022 and Insolvency and 
Bankruptcy Board of India (Voluntary Liquida-
tion Process) (Second Amendment) Regulations, 
2022.

Objective:
• To enable better participation of stakeholders
• Streamline the liquidation process to reduce de-

lays
• Realize better value

Key Amendments:
• The Committee of Creditors (CoC): It shall func-

tion as the Stakeholders Consultation Commit-
tee (SCC) in the first 60 days. 
	After adjudication of claims and within 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/Logistics-Sector-in-India.pdf
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60 days of initiation of the process, the 
SCC shall be reconstituted based upon 
admitted claims.

• Mandatory meeting: The liquidator has been 
mandated to conduct the meetings of SCC in a 
structured and time-bound manner.

• Scope of mandatory consultation by the liqui-
dator, with SCC, enlarged: Now, SCC may even 
propose the replacement of the liquidator to 
the Adjudicating Authority (AA) and fix the fees 
of the liquidator, if the CoC did not fix the same 
during CIRP.

• Claim not filed during the liquidation process: 
The amount of claim collated during CIRP shall 
be verified by the liquidator.

• Process of compromise: If CoC decides the pro-
cess of compromise or arrangement during the 
liquidation process
	The liquidator shall file the application 

in such cases before the Adjudicating 
Authority within thirty days of the or-
der of liquidation.

• Specific event-based timelines: Stipulated for 
the auction process.

• Advisory role by SCC before filing an appli-
cation(dissolution or closure): The manner 
in which proceedings in respect of avoidance 
transactions or fraudulent or wrongful trading, 
shall be pursued after the closure of liquidation 
proceedings.

• Manner and period of retention: of records: 
Relating to liquidation and voluntary liquidation 
of a corporate debtor or corporate person, re-
spectively.

Insta Links:
Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code

Mains Links:
Q. Public expenditure management is a challenge 
to the Government of India in the context of budget 
making during the post-liberalization period. Clarify it. 
(UPSC 2019)

Prelims Links:
•	 IBC
•	 IBBI
•	 COC
•	 SCC

Q. The chairman of public sector banks are selected by 
the:(UPSC 2019)

(a) Bank Board Bureau 
(b) Reserve Bank of India
(c) Union Ministry of Finance 
(d) Management of concerned banks

Ans: (a)

Agricultural 

INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF MIL-
LETS (IYM) 2023

Context: 
2023 has been declared as IYM by the UN on a proposal 
by India with the aim to create awareness about the 
health benefits of millet.

Benefits of Millets:
• Nutritional Security: cheap and more nutri-

tious. E.g. Ragi has the highest calcium content 
and high iron content can fight the high preva-
lence of anaemia.

• Climate Resilient: they are known as hardy and 
drought-resistant crops, which has to do with 
their 

• Economic Security: low investment for inputs
• Against Health Issues: Millets are gluten-free 

and have a low glycemic index (glucose level) 
and therefore can help in tackling lifestyle prob-
lems and health challenges such as obesity and 
diabetes.

• Millets have antiaging and antioxidant proper-
ties. 

Challenges:
• Preference for Wheat as staple food: Wheat be-

cause of gluten makes softer food and is more liked.  
Government policies: E.g. National Food Securi-
ty Act promotes wheat and rice 

• Lack of awareness about the benefit of Millet. 
• Other challenges: lack of input subsidies and 

price incentives, and changing consumer pref-
erences. 

 
Initiatives in India: 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/06/08/insolvency-and-bankruptcy-code/
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• Government declared (in 2018) millets as “Nu-
tri-Cereals”, considering their “high nutritive 
value” and also “anti-diabetic properties”.

• The 2018 year: ‘National Year of Millets”.
• Increase in MSP for millets
• Government has included millets in the public 

distribution system (PDS) and POSHAN Abhi-
yan.

• Millet Mission (under the National Food Securi-
ty Mission): It will help develop farm-gate pro-
cessing and empower farmers using FPOs.

• Kerala State Agriculture Department: Millet Vil-
lage scheme 

• Millet Startup Innovation Challenge
• A contest for designing a comic story, with the 

theme ‘India’s Wealth, Millets for Health’

Other Initiatives for millets:
• SCO: India proposed to organize the “Millet 

Food Festival’

Conclusion: 
In view of the impact of climate change and government 
aim for climate-smart agriculture, Millets deserves en-
couragement. It can also help in providing nourishment 
to people across all income categories and supporting 
climate adaptation of rainfed sustainable farming sys-
tems.

Mains Links
Q. Millets have enormous potential to form a core com-
ponent in climate-smart agriculture whilst offering nu-
tritional and food security benefits. Elaborate. (15M)
Prelims Link
Q. Consider the following crops of India: (UPSC 2012)

1. Groundnut
2. Sesamum
3. Pearl millet

Which of the above is/are predominantly rainfed 
crops/crops?
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3
Answer: D

Q. Among the following, which one is the least wa-
ter-efficient crop? (UPSC 2021)
(a) Sugarcane
(b) Sunflower
(c) Pearl Millet
(d) Red gram
Answer: A

INDIAN AGRI-TECH

Context: 
FSG, a global consulting firm, has launched the Agritech 
Report 2022, “What’s next for Indian agri-tech

Agricultural technology, or agri-tech, is the use of tech-
nology in agriculture based on agricultural science, 
agronomy, and agricultural engineering. 
It aims to improve yield, efficiency, profitability, and 
sustainability of agricultural operations.

Key takeaways from the report: 
• Agri-tech startups are driving India’s agri-tech 

innovations and investment story with signifi-
cant private equity inflows.

• Areas of focus: Market linkages, agri-fintech,  
farm management software, remote sensing 
and advisory, and farm automation.

• Technology has irreversibly disrupted the tradi-
tional agricultural value chain – from how farm-
ers access information and inputs to how they 
grow and sell their produce. 

As per Agricultural experts, Ashok Gulati: Agritech 
startups can steer the shift from government-controlled 
agricultural markets towards more demand-driven 
digital markets.

Currently, it is estimated that there are about 600 to 
700 agri-tech startups in India operating at different 
levels of agri-value chains. 

• Many of them use artificial intelligence (AI), ma-
chine learning (ML), internet of things (IoT), etc, 
to unlock the potential of big data for greater 
resource use efficiency, transparency and inclu-
siveness.

• E.g. Ninjacart, Dehaat, and Crofarm (Otipy) 
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Impact of Agri-tech startups: 
Ninjacart reduced wastage to 4 per cent compared to 
up to 25 per cent in traditional chains through a de-
mand-driven harvest schedule. 
Dehaat has enabled up to 50 per cent increase in 
farmers’ income as a result of savings in input costs, in-
creased farm productivity, and better price discovery.

Role of technology in agrarian changes:

Other examples of the use of technology in ag-
riculture:

• Seed quality enhancing
	High-yielding varieties and genetically 

engineered seeds (BT Cotton) lead to ef-
ficient use of pesticides, water, etc and 
can increase yields.

• Efficiency in farm inputs: 
	Water: drip irrigation technology, use of 

sensors for moisture control, sprinklers 
for irrigation.

	Fertilizers and pesticides:  fertilizer sen-
sors, drones for spraying pesticides

	Efficient input data: Kisan suvidha por-
tal, M-Kisan 

	Electricity: Solar-powered water 
pumps.

	Labour: Mechanization of harvest led 
to improved labour productivity.

• Harvest management: 
	PUSA Biodecomposer- for dealing with 

stubble/crop residue
	Agricultural waste is used as input for 

bioethical production.

Insta Links
E-Technology in aid of farmers

Mains Link
Q. Discuss the role of technology in agrarian change in 
India. (10M)

Prelims Link

With respect to Agriculture in India, which of the fol-
lowing statements is incorrect

a) Agriculture Infrastructure Fund offers long-term fi-
nancial assistance for building infrastructure for the 
post-harvest stage.
b) India is the top producer of milk, spices, tea, jute, 
and rice.
c) The objective of Pradhan Mantri Kisan Sampada Yo-
jana (PMKSY) is to supplement agriculture, modernize 
processing and decrease Agri-Waste.
d)Agriculture’s contribution to the gross domestic prod-
uct (GDP) has reduced to less than 20 per cent.

Answer: B

GS4

Public/Civil service values and Ethics in Public adminis-
tration: Status and problems;

HATE SPEECH THROUGH VISUAL 
MEDIA

Context: 
Expressing its anguish and displeasure over hate 
speeches via debates on TV channels, the Supreme 
Court called the “visual media” the “chief medium of 
hate speech” and questioned the government why it is 
“standing by as a mute witness when all this is happen-
ing” and treating it as “a trivial matter”.

The bench underlined that “hate drives TRPs, drives 
profit” basically going against media ethics and said it 
will consider laying down some guidelines which will 
hold the field until the legislature comes up with a law 
on the matter.

https://www.insightsonindia.com/agriculture/e-technology-in-the-aid-of-farmers/
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Pointing out that “hate speech can be in different 
forms… sort of ridicule a community” and its spread 
through the visual media can have a “devastating ef-
fect”, the bench of Justices K M Joseph and Hrishikesh 
Roy, inclined to regulate such debates, asked the Centre 
to state whether it proposed to come up with any law 
on the subject.

The bench was hearing a clutch of petitions on alleged 
hate speech via some TV shows. The petitioners have 
sought directions from the court to the Centre to take 
steps to curb incidents of such speech.

Hate Speech:
The United Nations Strategy and Plan of Action on Hate 
Speech defines hate speech as “any kind of communi-
cation in speech, writing or behaviour, that attacks or 
uses pejorative or discriminatory language with refer-
ence to a person or a group on the basis of who they 
are, in other words, based on their religion, ethnici-
ty, nationality, race, colour, descent, gender or other 
identity factors.”

FIVE CORE PRINCIPLES OF ETHI-
CAL JOURNALISM

1. Truth & Accuracy
Journalists cannot always guarantee ‘truth’, but 
getting the facts right is the cardinal principle of 
journalism. Always strive for accuracy, give all the 
relevant facts we have and ensure that they have 
been checked. 

2. Independence
Journalists must be independent voices; should 
not act, formally or informally, on behalf of special 
interests whether political, corporate or cultural. 

3. Fairness and Impartiality
Objectivity is not always possible, and may not al-
ways be desirable (in the face for example of bru-
tality or inhumanity), but impartial reporting builds 
trust and confidence.

4. Humanity
Journalists should do no harm. What is published 
or broadcast may be hurtful, but should be aware 
of the impact of our words and images on the lives 
of others.

5. Accountability
A sure sign of professionalism and responsible jour-

nalism is the ability to hold themselves account-
able. 

Quotes:
 “Social media provides a global megaphone for 
hate.” By ANTÓNIO GUTERRES, United Nations Secre-
tary-General, 2021

Mains Link: 
Q. Hate speech poses complex challenges to free-
dom of speech and expression along with spreading 
hatred. Do you think curbing hate speech in visual 
media through legislation would be effective? 10M 
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Content for Mains 
Enrichment (Eth-

ics/Essay):
 

SARPANCH PAWNS HER GOLD 
AND TAKES THE LOAN TO INSTALL 

CCTV IN VILLAGE

Madhya Pradesh Newly elected female sarpanch Ash-
abai Kaithwas of village panchayat Jhiri in Burhanpur 
has emerged as an inspirational sarpanch. 

The woman sarpanch has pawned her jewellery for the 
security of her village and installed CCTV cameras in 
the village to keep the village safe. She couldn’t get the 
fund from the government on time. 
Incidents like accidents, thefts, molestations and child 
abductions can be captured on camera and Ashabai 
has installed these cameras so that the culprits are 
caught easily. 

This example can be written as a dedication to public 
service.

FREEDOM FUEL

Vishakha Chandhere has spawned a quiet revolution of 
sorts from her city of Pune to beat the rising prices of 
cooking gas or liquefied petroleum gas (LPG).

Chandhere cooks food on her three solar cookers — 
the first has a parabolic reflector that heats the base; 

the second one is an insulated box with light reflected 
mirrors on the base and the lid; and in the third cooker, 
food is placed inside a vacuum tube that concentrates 
light to generate heat. Food can be boiled, steamed or 
roasted in any of the three cookers.

The only difference is that the parabolic solar cooker 
works well when there is excessive light; the tube mod-
el is best suited for cloudy days; and the box cooker, 
though it takes one to two hours to warm up, is suited 
for all conditions.
Chandhere in 2018 launched a startup called Orjabox 
to share the lessons she had learnt and to promote 
clean cooking devices. 

“CM DA HAISI”

Manipur Chief Minister N Biren Singh has launched a 
web portal to enable people to redress their grievanc-
es and provide a platform to raise corruption-related 
issues.

Three phone numbers, including two meant for the an-
ti-corruption cell, have been made available on the por-
tal ‘CM da Haisi’ (Let’s inform the CM).

This will further enable us to bring transparency and 
accountability to governance and the delivery of pub-
lic services.
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TURNS SEAWEED INTO 100% DIS-
SOLVABLE, LOW-COST PACKAG-

ING
After quitting her job at Google, Neha Jain launched 
Zerocircle, a startup that converts seaweed into low-
cost, eco-friendly plastic alternatives for packaging and 
more.

Seaweed is considered a potential resource for making 
bioplastics because it comes with a low water footprint 
and land footprint. 

Zerocircle uses largely red, brown, and green seaweed, 
which amounts to about 12,000 species. 
After collecting the seaweed, it is dried and turned into 
a powder, which is then turned into the final material. 
With this, they make handbags, bags for clothes, film 
for food, and more plastic alternatives. 

DATA/FACT POINTS

Most Indian villages do not have any waste manage-
ment infrastructure, a study released by the non-profit 
Pratham Education Foundation.

Public waste bins were observed in only 36 per cent of 
the 700 villages across 15 states that were covered in 
the study. Just 29 per cent had a community waste col-
lection vehicle, while less than half the villages had ac-
cess to a sanitation worker or Safai Karamchari. These 
trends were observed across all states and districts. 

WATER & FIRE RESISTANT ‘DIF-
FERNITURE’ FROM WASTE WOOD

It’s no secret that wood contributes majorly to climate 
change in the form of mass deforestation. When you 
add to this the fact that landfills receive close to 12.2 
million tonnes of waste wood a year, you’re forced to 
reckon with the unsustainable manner in which we use 
this material. 

Aakriti Kumar from New Delhi established Differniture, 
which makes sustainable furniture out of waste wood. 
They create a wide range of pieces including chairs, ta-
bles, sofas, consoles, outdoor furniture, lighting, bars, 
kids’ furniture, and more, all using discarded wood.

She says she does not use any synthetic polishes or tox-
ic materials to make the pieces, and that the resultant 
furniture is fire and water-resistant. 

In 2018, the young designer decided to use the piling 
scraps of wood from her other projects to create the 
‘Tesselate’ series, wherein she makes furniture by re-
peating a single shape. Her work has also earned her a 
place on Forbes’ 30 Under 30 list. 
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CHHATISGARH’S INITIATIVES FOR 
AWCS

At the Anganwadi Centres: 

The Bari project is an innovative welfare scheme that 
promotes organic backyard farming in the centres. 

• Vegetables and fruits grown in the Badi (field) 
are being consumed at the centre itself.

• Milk obtained from the Gauthan was provided 
to the children free of cost. This would prove 
useful in eradicating malnutrition among chil-
dren.

• It will improve facilities in the field of early 
childhood care and education (ECCE).

Also, the Karnataka govt is likely to follow Chhattisgarh’s 
model of child care in ECCE. 

IMPORTANCE OF BOOKS

Direction: This time UPSC has interlinked topics in Es-
say e.g. Economy with forest or English literature/Poets 
with polity. So, having some basic knowledge outside 
your area of competence becomes important. In this 
context, we will be bringing up certain abstract topics. 
You don’t need to remember or note down. Just go 
through it once.  

Importance of Books:
•	 Books carry vast knowledge. 
• Encourage critical thinking: They are pollina-

tors of our minds, spreading self-replicating 
ideas through space and time. 

• For young readers and students: Introduces 
them to a world of imagination, provides knowl-
edge of the outside world, improves their read-
ing, writing and speaking skills as well as boosts 
memory and intelligence.

• Magical power of words: Books are, as Stephen 
King put it, “a uniquely portable magic”. 

• Gives voice to people against authoritarian re-
gimes: Books carry knowledge, and knowledge 
is power, which makes books a threat to author-
ities – governments and self-appointed leaders 
alike

Issues:
• Censorship of books is on the rise: E.g. China 

continues to ban books in schools that are “not 
in line with its form of socialist core values
	Dr Zhivago by Boris Pasternak was de-

spised by the Soviet government
• Banned books in India: E.g. Taslima’s Nasreen 

Lajja or The Ramayana as told by Aubrey Menen 
or Salman Rushdie’s The Satanic Verses.

How to revive book culture?
• Forming and supporting Book clubs
• Government, through policies, should ensure 

books are affordable.
• Encourage online reading of books, and use of 

virtual libraries
• For students: Introduce DEAR—Drop Everything 

And Read (it was started in the US by children’s 
author Beverly Clearly). 
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NEW ZEALAND PUSH FOR SIMPLE 
LANGUAGE BILL

Direction: This example can be mentioned in GS2, Essay 
and Ethics – as initiatives taken for good governance.

 
Context: 
New Zealand has presented a bill in parliament, which 
highlights the use of plain and simple language in offi-
cial communication/ government legislation.

Legislation will require government communications to 
be clear and concise. This has been emphasized so that 
any person can understand what the government is try-
ing to communicate and what the government policies 
are about. This would also mean accountability and in-
clusivity.
Minority and marginalized communities often struggle 
to understand jargon-laden complicated Victorian En-
glish.

When governments communicate in ways that people 
don’t understand, it can lead to people not engaging 
with services that are available to them, losing trust 
in government and not being able to participate fully 
in society. Those most affected are people who speak 
English as a second language, have not attended univer-
sity, have disabilities, or are elderly.

Plain language movement originated in the 1920s – 
UK, US and Canada had seen this before.
Plain language means shorter sentences, simple acro-
nyms etc. As language is a vehicle. It’s just a means to 
an end.

HOUSE APPLAUDS ITS WOMEN 
MLAS

Direction: This example can be used as a solution to the 
persisting issue of less participation of women in the 
legislative process.

Context: 
In a first-of-its-kind initiative by the UP Legislative As-
sembly - a day was reserved for women members to 
speak on issues concerning them.
The special session turned out to be an “eye-opener” 

for political parties, as they discovered new orators 
among them, who not only voiced their own issues and 
the problems faced by them but also talked about their 
constituency and their party’s ideology.

Some cited anecdotes, others quoted former US First 
Lady Michelle Obama and French philosopher Albert 
Camus, making many of their male counterparts sit up 
and take note of them.

At the start of the session, Speaker Satish Mahana said 
that when he floated the idea of reserving a day for 
women MLAs to speak, many had expressed surprise 
whether they would be able to speak at length for the 
entire day. 
I will now make a list of male members who are hesitant 
to speak and have not got the opportunity to speak in 
the Assembly. I will give a similar opportunity to them 
to speak.

PRODUCTIVITY PARANOIA

Microsoft chief executive officer Satya Nadella has 
coined a fresh term called ‘Productivity Paranoia’. It 
happens when leaders think their employees are not 
productive, whereas employees think they are being 
productive and in many cases even feel burnt out.
 
Managers’ fears about idle workers are creating what 
Microsoft Chief Executive Officer Satya Nadella calls 
“productivity paranoia," with undesirable results—like 
spying on employees.
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WORLD RIVERS DAY

World Rivers Day is celebrated on the fourth Sunday 
of September every year to increase public awareness 
about rivers and to encourage their conservation. The 
day celebrates Earth's waterways, in which over 60 
countries participate every year.

Case Study:
Sneha Shahi a student who cleaned the Vadodara 
stream highlighted the importance of a bottoms-up ap-
proach for cleaning rivers and rejuvenating them.
Back in 2019, Sneha Shahi, then a student at the Maha-
raja Sayajirao University of Baroda in Vadodara, Guja-
rat, led a team of students and volunteers to clean the 
Bhukhi, a natural stream that had turned into a sewer. 
Her efforts enabled wildlife such as crocodiles, turtles, 
fish and birds to return to the Bhukhi.

According to her working on a smaller water body 
would be more logical and feasible because these feed 
into the main river.
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Facts for Prelims

GS1
Indian Heritage and Culture

PONNIYAN SELVAN

Context: 
The enduring popularity of the Tamil novel Ponniyin Sel-
van, now adapted for the big screen by Mani Ratnam.

Ponniyan Selvan means the son of Ponni (the Cauvery 
River). The novel was penned by author and freedom 
fighter Kalki Krishnamurthy, and serialized from 1950-
54 on a weekly basis in Tamil magazine ‘Kalki’.

It was later published in form of a book in 1955. It tells 
the story of the early days of Rajaraja I, born Arun-
mozhi Varman and considered the greatest of all Chola 
rulers.

About Rajaraja I (985 – 1014 A.D.)
Rajaraja I is the most celebrated of the Chola kings. He 
engaged in naval expeditions and emerged victorious 
on the West Coast, Sri Lanka and conquered the Mal-
dives in the Indian Ocean.

•	 He defeated Cheras in the battle of Kandanur 
salai.

•	 He was also successful in the expedition of west-
ern and Eastern Chalukyas. He installed Shakti-
verma on Vengi Throne.

•	 He constructed a dam across the Kaveri river.
•	 He was a devout follower of Saivism. He com-

pleted the construction of the famous Raja-
rajeswara temple or Brihadeeswara temple 
at Tanjore in 1010 A.D.

•	 His titles: Mummidi Chola, Jayankonda and Siv-
apadasekara.

•	 He abdicated his throne for his son Rajendra 
Chola 1.

AMBEDKAR CIRCUIT

Context: 
A tourism circuit connecting ‘Panch Teerth’ (five key 
sites associated with B R Ambedkar) will be drawn 
up by the government in order to improve connec-
tivity, enhance tourism and brand the locations.  

Other similar circuits: Ramayana and Buddhist Circuits

NIZAM’S SWORD

Context: 
A 14th-century ceremonial sword that was sold in Hy-
derabad to a British General in the early 20th century is 
set to return to India.

The sword, shaped like a snake, has serrated edges 
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and a damascene pattern, with gold etchings of an el-
ephant and tigers.

According to the museum documentation, the sword 
was “exhibited by Mahbub Ali Khan, Asaf Jah VI, Nizam 
of Hyderabad (1896-1911) at the 1903 Delhi or Impe-
rial Durbar, a ceremonial reception held to commemo-
rate the coronation of King Edward VII and Queen Alex-
andra as Emperor and Empress of India.”

Geography

CLIMATE CHANGE ALTERING IN-
DIAN MONSOON

Context: 
As per recent studies, there has been a markable im-
pact of climate change on the Indian Monsoon. 

Changes:
• Increasing fluctuation in monsoon – long dry 

periods and short spells of heavy rains. Mon-
soon is becoming less frequent and more in-
tense. 

• Shift in low pressure and depression zones 
south of their position:  This has resulted in ex-
cessive rainfall in states such as MP, GJ, and RJ 
and parts of MH and other areas such as WB, 
Jharkhand and Bihar didn’t receive normal 
rains.  

• Impact: Increasing Pest attacks, change in pro-
ductivity in agriculture, increasing water scarci-
ty, increasing disasters and diseases.

ADVANCED DVORAK TECHNIQUE 
(ADT)

Context: 
Recently, American meteorologist Vernon Dvorak, cred-
ited with having developed ADT in the 1970s, passed 
away at the age of 100. 

What is ADT?
The Advanced Dvorak Technique (ADT) utilizes long-
wave-infrared, temperature measurements from geo-
stationary satellites to estimate tropical cyclone (TC) 
intensity. 

During day time, images in the visible spectrum were 
used while at night, the ocean would be observed using 
infrared images.

Significance: 
The Dvorak technique said to be one of the greatest 
meteorological innovations, has undergone several ad-
vancements since its inception. The current estimation 
method is based on it. It has saved the lives of millions 
of people across the world.
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Places in News

MAPPING

Mnemonics to remember countries: (randomly 
sourced from the Internet)
Bordering Baltic Sea: SELLurRGD&PF (read it as 
SELL your RecurrinG Deposit & PF): 

	S- Sweden, E- Estonia, L- Latvia, L- Lith-
uania, R- Russia, G- G Germany, D- Den-
mark, P- Poland, F- Finland

ASEAN countries: 
• Those who pass MBBS watch PTV and buy LIC 

policy. MBBS PTV LIC M- Malaysia B- Brunei B- 
Burma S- Singapore P- Philippines T- Thailand V- 
Vietnam L- Laos I- Indonesia C- Cambodia
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Society and Social Justice

EARLY CHILDHOOD CARE AND 
EDUCATION (ECCE)

Direction: Learn the basics of ECCE and some of the 
programmes for it. 

Context: 
Government expenditure on early childhood education 
a mere 0.1% of GDP: report by Centre for budget and 
governance and Save the Children

Findings:
• The government expenditure in India on ECCE 

for children between the age of three years and 
six years is a mere 0.1% of the GDP (the USA is 
0.33%, Finland is 0.71% of GDP)

• India has nearly 99mn children in the age group 
of 3-6 years. 

• Allocation of children is highest in Himachal 
Pradesh and lowest in Meghalaya

Meaning of ECCE:
Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) in the Indian 
context is generally defined as the care and education 
of children from birth to eight years. It includes Early 
stimulation programmes through crèches/homes stim-
ulation for 0-3-year-olds.

Government steps: 
•	 The National Education Policy 2020 aims to uni-

versalise ECE by 2030 in line with Sustainable 
Development Goal 4

•	 NCERT will create a National Curricular and 
Pedagogical Framework for ECCE (NCPFECCE) 
to guide teachers and stress the need for devel-
oping a workforce trained for ECE. 

•	 SARTHAQ:- ‘Students’ and Teachers’ Holistic 
Advancement through Quality Education – (Im-
plementation plan for National Education Policy 
2020) School Education 

•	 Samagra Shiksha Abhiyan, ICDS and National 
Health Mission 
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GS2
Polity

NEW RULES FOR CHILD WELFARE 
PANEL MEMBERS

Direction: Go through once. Have some idea about the 
changes. No need to remember specific sections. 

Context: 
The recently amended, Juvenile Justice (Care and Pro-
tection Amendment) Model Amendment Rules 2022 
rules bar a person associated with an organisation re-
ceiving foreign funds to be a part of Child Welfare Com-
mittees.

•	 The committee is tasked with the care and 
protection of children who are abused, ex-
ploited, abandoned or orphaned.

Key Highlights:
● Rule 15 (4B) of the Model Rules 2021: It states, 

“a person associated with an organisation re-
ceiving foreign contribution shall not be eligible 
to be a Chairperson or member of the Commit-
tee.

● Rule 15 (4C): It says that any person working in 
the implementation of the JJ Act in any NGO or 
organisation such that it causes a conflict of in-
terest will also be ineligible to be on a CWC.

● Close ones: Any family member or “close rela-
tion” working for an NGO will also be disquali-
fied to be on a CWC.

● Persons working in rescue and rehabilitation 
in the districts: A person representing someone 
running a child care institution or member of 
the Board or Trust of any NGO can also not be 
on a CWC.

● Retired judicial officers: They have also been 
omitted from the category of persons who can 
be considered for appointment to a CWC.

Child Welfare Committees (CWCs):
● Under JJ Act: A CWC appointed by the State 

government under the JJ Act has the authority 
to dispose of cases of children in need of care 
and protection brought before them. 

● Can also order an inquiry: To ensure their safety 

and well-being
● Order for rehabilitation: Either in family-based 

care such as through restoration to family or 
guardian, adoption, foster care or send them to 
child care institutions.

The Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Act, 
2010:
It only bars certain categories of people and organisa-
tions from receiving foreign funds.

● Candidates standing for elections
● Judges
● Government employees
● Member of any Legislature
● Political parties
● Journalists
● Media organisations.

DEATH PENALTY

Context:
• The Supreme Court referred to a Constitution 

Bench on the question of how to provide ac-
cused in death penalty cases a “meaningful, 
real and effective” hearing of their mitigating 
circumstances before a trial judge.

Key Highlights:
• Valuable right: A three-judge Bench led by the 

Chief Justice of India said the presentation of 
mitigating factors by an accused to avoid the 
“extreme penalty of death” was a “valuable 
right”.

Section 354 (3) of the CrPC, 1973: The courts are re-
quired to state reasons in writing for awarding the max-
imum penalty.
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Bachan Singh vs State of Punjab (1980):
• The doctrine of “rarest of rare: This verdict es-

tablished the doctrine of “rarest of rare” crime 
in handing down capital punishment while man-
dating a comparative analysis of aggravating 
and mitigating circumstances in connection to 
the accused.

Machi Singh vs State of Punjab (1983):
• Guiding principles for death sentence: In this 

case, the Supreme Court elucidated the doc-
trine of “rarest of rare” and set down some 
guiding principles in death sentence cases.

• The aggravating circumstances included:
	The manner in which the crime was 

committed
	The motive for committing the crime
	The severity of the crime
	The victim of the crime.

• The mitigating circumstances consisted of:
	The possibility of reformation and reha-

bilitation of an accused
	His/her mental health and his anteced-

ents.

ECI SEEKS RESTRICTIONS ON 
CASH DONATIONS TO POLITICAL 

PARTIES

Context:
• The Election Commission has proposed reduc-

ing anonymous political donations to ₹2,000 
from ₹20,000 and capping cash donations at 
20% or at a maximum of ₹20 crores to cleanse 
election funding of black money.

Aim:
• Transparency: Reforms and transparency in do-

nations received by political parties
• Equal playfield: Expenditure incurred by candi-

dates who want to fight elections.
• Reported: All donations above ₹2,000 shall be 

reported, thereby enhancing transparency in 
funding

Other recommendations:
• Digital transactions: The EC has sought to make 

digital transactions or account payee cheque 
transfers mandatory for all expenses above 
₹2,000 to a single entity/person.

• Amendment to Rule 89 of the Conduct of 
Election Rules, 1961: A candidate would have 
to maintain a separate account for receipt and 
payments related to elections and the same has 
to be transparently disclosed to authorities, as 
an account of election expenditure.

• RP Act and the Foreign Contribution Regula-
tion Act (FCRA), 2010: The EC has also sought 
“electoral reforms” to ensure that no foreign 
donations creep into the funds of the parties as 
stipulated under these laws.

Present rule:
• Political parties have to disclose all donations 

above ₹20,000 through their contribution re-
port that is submitted to the EC. 

MHA NOTIFICATION OF CON-
VICTS BIOMETRICS

Directions: See another article on authentication of 
biometrics below. 

Context:
• The Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) has noti-

fied the rules governing The Criminal Procedure 
(Identification) Act, 2022 that would enable po-
lice and central investigating agencies to collect, 
store and analyze physical and biological sam-
ples including retina and iris scans of arrested 
persons.

Key Highlights:
• Procedure: The rules do not mention the proce-

dure to be adopted for convicted persons. 
• Serious offence or court order: The measure-

ments of persons detained under various pre-
ventive detention laws shall not be taken unless 
clubbed with a serious offence or ordered by a 
court.

• The National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB): 
under the MHA will direct States on how to col-
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lect and store the information.
• Sections 53 and 53A of the Code of Criminal 

Procedure, 1973: The rules say that the record 
of measurements shall be stored and preserved 
in a secure and encrypted format as specified in 
the Standard Operating Procedures by the NCRB 
from “time to time.

• Indian Penal Code, 1860 and the Information 
Technology Act, 2000: Unauthorized access, 
distribution or sharing of data collected under 
the Act shall be punishable as per the laws.

Measurements” includes:
• Finger-impressions
• Palm-print and Foot-print
• Photographs
• Iris and retina scan
• Physical, biological samples and their analysis
• Behavioural attributes including signatures, 

handwriting or any other examination

DOCTRINE OF PRECEDENCE: AR-
TICLE 145(5)

Direction: Just understand the matter. No need to re-
member. 

Context: 
Majority view of a larger bench will prevail over a  
judgement passed by a lesser strength bench in case 
of conflict, even if a lesser strength bench saw a greater 
number of judges agreeing with each other. 

•	 Simply put, the court verdict establishes that 
a 4-3 majority view will overrule a unanimous 
view of a bench of 5 judges -- only because the 
former is a numerically superior bench.

Doctrine of Precedence: 
Under this, courts refer to their older ruling as prece-
dence on related matters. The precedential legitimacy 
of a larger bench ruling must be considered a thumb 
rule for stability in the law.

Article 145(5) states that no judgment shall be deliv-
ered by the Supreme Court without the concurrence of 
a majority of the judges present at the hearing of the 
case, but nothing in this clause shall prevent a judge 

from delivering a dissenting judgment.

SUPREME COURT UPHOLDS VA-
LIDITY OF HARYANA SIKH GURD-
WARA (MANAGEMENT) ACT 2014

Context:
• The Supreme Court upheld the validity of the 

Haryana Sikh Gurdwara (Management) Act 
2014, declaring that the law has left “the affairs 
of the Sikh minority in the State to be managed 
by the Sikhs alone”.

Key Highlights:
• Articles 25 and 26:The court declared that the 

law did not violate the religious freedom of the 
Sikh community protected under Articles 25 
and 26 of the Constitution.

• Sikh Gurdwaras Act, 1925: The Act had left the 
religious affairs of the Sikhs, exclusively “in the 
hands of the Sikhs in the same manner as was 
under the 1925 Act”. Court said.

Haryana Sikh Gurdwara (Management) Act 
2014:

• Separate juristic entity: For the management of 
the historical gurdwaras in Haryana
	Gurdwaras with income both over and 

under ₹20 lakh.
• Objective: To provide a legal procedure by which 

the gurdwaras were brought under the exclusive 
control of the Sikhs of Haryana for their proper 
use, administration, control and financial man-
agement reforms.

• Judicial Commission: It provides for Haryana 
Sikh Gurdwara Judicial Commission.

KURMI STIR FOR ST TAG(CONTIN-
UATION OF THE PREVIOUS ARTI-

CLE ON ST STATUS)

Directions: Important for Prelims, read about the geo-
graphical distribution of kurmis and eight schedule
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Context:
• Kurmis blocked railway tracks in various parts of 

eastern India demanding Scheduled Tribe (ST) 
status and inclusion of Kurmali language in the 
eighth schedule of the Constitution.

Kurmis: 
• Kurmi is traditionally a non-elite tiller caste in 

the lower Gangetic plain of India.
• They are present in southern regions of Awadh, 

eastern Uttar Pradesh and parts of Bihar.

Eighth Schedule:
• It lists the official languages of the Republic of 

India. 
• Part XVII of the Indian constitution deals with 

the official languages in Articles 343 to 351.
• Official Languages: The Eighth Schedule to the 

Constitution consists of the following 22 lan-
guages.

• The Sindhi language was added by the 21st 
Amendment Act of 1967.

• Konkani, Manipuri, and Nepali were included 
by the 71st Amendment Act of 1992.

• Bodo, Dogri, Maithili, and Santhali were added 
by the 92nd Amendment Act of 2003.

KARNATAKA ASSEMBLY PASSES 
ANTI-CONVERSION BILL

Context:
• The Karnataka Legislative Assembly passed the 

Karnataka Protection of Right to Freedom of Re-
ligion Bill, 2022, (popularly called the anti-con-
version Bill) by voice vote.

Key Highlights:
• Imprisonment: It proposes imprisonment from 

three to five years with a fine of Rs 25,000
• Minors, SC/ST  and Women: Any violation of 

provisions with respect to minors, women, SC/
ST, the offenders will face imprisonment from 
three to ten years and a fine of not less than Rs 
50,000. 

• Compensation: The bill also makes provisions 
for the accused to pay up to Rs five lakh as com-
pensation to those who were made to convert.

• Mass conversion: With regards to cases of mass 
conversion there shall be a 3 to 10-year jail term 
and a fine of up to Rs one lakh. 

• Family court: Any marriage which has happened 
for the sole purpose of unlawful conversion or 
vice-versa by the man of one religion with the 
woman of another, shall be declared null and 
void by the family court.

• Declaration for conversion: Persons who wish 
to convert to another faith shall give a declara-
tion in a prescribed format at least 30 days in 
advance to the District Magistrate or the Addi-
tional District Magistrate.

Other states which have passed such laws:
• Haryana
• Arunachal Pradesh
• Chhattisgarh
• Gujarat
• Himachal Pradesh
• Jharkhand
• Madhya Pradesh
• Odisha
• Uttar Pradesh
• Uttarakhand

Constitutional safeguards:
• Article 25: It guarantees the freedom to profess, 

propagate, and practise religion, subject to pub-
lic order, morality, and health.
	However, no person shall force their 

religious beliefs and consequently, no 
person should be forced to practice any 
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religion against their wishes.

WILL THE EWS QUOTA CUT THE 
SHARE OF THE PIE OF THOSE 

COMPETING ON MERIT

Directions: Continuation of previous articles on EWS

Context:
• Has the government ended up “diminishing” 

the opportunities of candidates who compete 
for jobs and seats in government institutions 
purely on merit by carving out a 10% quota for 
‘economically weaker sections’ (EWS) from the 
general category, a Constitution Bench of the 
Supreme Court asked the Center.

        

Key Highlights of SC observations:
• Open to all: A five-judge Bench led by the Chief 

Justice of India said that 50% of academic seats 
and jobs in the general category are open to all.
	Including the creamy layer of the Oth-

er Backward Classes, Scheduled Castes, 
Scheduled Tribes and forward classes.

• BPL one-sixth of total: The Bench noted that 
those in the general category who were below 
the poverty line came to only one-sixth of the 
total general population. 

Government: 
Cut from remaining 50%: Center submitted that the 
EWS quota was not an “addition” to the 50% caste-
based quota already available to backward classes

• It was cut from the remaining 50% seats in the 
“general, open or non-reserved category.

EWS QUOTA CLAIMS TO BE FOR 
THE POOREST OF POOR BUT DE-

NIES THE MOST DEPRIVED

Directions: It is the continuation of the previous articles 
on ews

Context:
• The Supreme Court questioned the logic be-

hind a quota for ‘economically weaker sec-
tions’ which claims to cater to the “poorest of 
the poor” but leaves out deprived communities 
who have suffered denial for centuries.

Key Highlights:
• SC/ST debarred: Members of the Scheduled 

Tribes, Scheduled Castes and Other Backward 
Classes are shut out from applying under eco-
nomically weaker sections (EWS)

• 50% reservation for backward classes: The gov-
ernment justifies the debarment by arguing that 
they are already part of the 50% reservation for 
backward classes.

• Less representation: 40 per cent of the Sched-
uled Tribe population constitute the poorest of 
the poor. 
	But their overall reservation is just 

7.5(seven points five)%, the court said.
• Basic structure: The 103rd Amendment 

strengthened the Basic Structure of the Consti-
tution by giving “economic justice” to the poor-
est of the poor, the government said in court.

Basic Structure of Constitution:
• The Kesavananda Bharati judgment(1973) in-

troduced the Basic Structure doctrine which 
limited Parliament’s power to make drastic 
amendments that may affect the core values 
enshrined in the Constitution like secularism 
and federalism
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DRAFT INDIAN TELECOMMUNI-
CATION BILL, 2022

Direction: Since it is still a draft bill, just go through it 
once.

Context: 
The bill to consolidate and replace Indian Telegraphy 
Act, 1885; Wireless Telegraphy Act, 1933 and Telegra-
phy Wires (Unlawful Possession) Act, 1950. 

Need:
• The earlier legal framework has become outdat-

ed with the advancement of digital technologies
• Previously, CAG criticized that Spectrum allo-

cation in India is conducted on an ad hoc basis 
(2012-2021); the spectrum allocated to the gov-
ernment is not optimally used.

• The new bill is in line with International stan-
dards and best practices

• New bill will ensure greater compliance with 
cybersecurity, national security and public safe-
ty concerns. 

Features:
• New definitions of Telecommunication, Ser-

vices and networks
• Recognition of exclusive privilege of the central 

government over telecommunication licences, 
registration of infrastructure, possession of 
wireless equipment and allocation of spectrums.

• Effective policy for the Right of Way (RoW)
• Setup Telecommunication Development fund 

(instead of Universal Service Obligation Fund)
	USOF is the pool of funds generated by 

the 5 per cent Universal Service Levy 
that is charged upon all telecom fund 
operators on their Adjusted Gross Rev-
enue for supporting rural connectivity. 

• Centre has powers to defer, convert into equity, 
write off or grant relief to any licensee under 
extraordinary circumstances

The new bill will help in the development, expansion 
and operation of telecommunication services, telecom 
networks and infrastructure, in addition to the assign-
ment of spectrum. 

PM-CARES FUND

Context: 
Ratan Tata, KT Thomas (former SC judge) and Kariya 
Munda ( former deputy speaker) have been appointed 
as trustees of the PM CARES Fund

PM CARES ( PM Citizens’ Assistance and Relief in Emer-
gency Situation Fund) was launched in 2020, following 
COVID-19 to combat, and containment and relief efforts 
against the coronavirus outbreak and similar pandem-
ic-like situations in the future. 

• Contribution is voluntary ( no budget support)
• PM is ex-officio Chairman
• Contribution to it qualifies under tax benefits
• It has been created not by law, not by notifica-

tion
• Minimum donation accepted is Rs 10

Other such funds
• National Disaster Response Fund (NDRF) (at 

National Level) under DM Act of 2005 and au-
dited by CAG

• Disaster Response Fund (at  state and district 
level)

• PM National Relief Fund: It was established with 
public contributions to assist displaced persons 
from Pakistan. It has the President of India and 
the Leader of Opposition also as trustees.

Government Initiative and Policies

DOCTORS GOT JUST 20% OF IN-
SURANCE MONEY

Context: 
Dependents of doctors got just over 20% of the total 
money distributed under the Pradhan Mantri Garib 
Kalyan Package (PMGKP) insurance scheme for health 
workers who died fighting COVID-19 in the country.

• The insurance scheme was launched in March 
2020 to provide a comprehensive personal acci-
dent cover of Rs. 50 Lakh to over 22 lakh health 
care providers including community health 
workers and private health workers.

• The insurance provided under this scheme 
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would be over and above any other insurance 
cover being availed of by the beneficiary.

• The scheme covers loss of life due to COVID-19 
and accidental death on account of COVID-19-re-
lated duty.

• All government health centres, wellness centres 
and hospitals of the Center as well as States are 
covered under this scheme.

Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Package (PMGKP) 
insurance scheme:

NATIONAL TECHNICAL TEXTILES 
MISSION (NTTM)

Context: 
Government has launched projects under NTTM in var-
ious areas e.g., Specialty fibres, Sustainable fibres, Geo-
textiles, Mobiltech and Sports textiles. 

What are technical textiles?
Technical textiles are defined as textile materials and 
products manufactured primarily for their technical 
performance and functional properties rather than aes-
thetic and decorative characteristics.

• Depending upon their application ar-
eas, Technical Textiles products are divided 
into 12 broad categories: Agrotech, Buildtech, 
Clothtech, Geotech, Hometech, Indutech, Mo-

biltech, Meditech, Protech, Sportstech, Oeko-
tech, Packtech.

National Technical Textiles Mission:
• Ministry of Textiles was launched in 2020 (to 

be implemented in 2024) to make India a glob-
al leader in technical textiles and improve their 
usage.
	Presently, India shares only 6% of the 

world market and the usage level is 
only 5-10% (usage in advanced coun-
tries 30-70%)

	It will have four components: R&D; Pro-
motion and development of the mar-
ket; Export promotion; and Education, 
training and skill development.

SWACHH SUJAL PRADESH

Context: 
Andaman and Nicobar (A&N) Islands have got India’s 1st 
Swachh Sujal Pradesh certification (by Jal Shakti Minis-
try).

The certification is provided for ensuring 3 
things: 

• Safe and secure drinking water supply, 
• ODF Plus status, 
• awareness about cleanliness and convergence 

of schemes. 
All the villages of A&N islands have received Har Ghar 
Jal Certification. 
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INDIAN SWACHHATA LEAGUE

Context: 
SBM-Urban 2.0’s maiden edition of ‘Indian Swachhata 
League’ has mobilized half a million youths and celeb-
rities toward making cities clean, green, and garbage 
free.

About Swachh Bharat Mission-Urban 2.0
• SBM-U 2.0, announced in Budget 2021-22, is the 

continuation of SBM-U’s first phase (launched 
from 2014 to 2019). The government is trying to 
tap safe containment, transportation, disposal 
of faecal sludge, and septage from toilets.

• Aim: It envisions to 
	make all cities ‘Garbage Free’ 
	ensure grey and black water manage-

ment in all cities other than those cov-
ered under AMRUT

	make all urban local bodies as ODF+ 
	make those with a population of less 

than 1 lakh as ODF++
• Timeline: over five years from 2021 to 2026 
• Nodal Ministry: Ministry of Housing and Urban 

Affairs (MoHUA)

NATIONAL MEANS CUM MERIT 
SCHOLARSHIP SCHEME (NMMSS)

Context: 
A national-level workshop was conducted recently. 
It is awarded to meritorious students of economically 

weaker sections to arrest their drop out at class 8.
• Implemented by the Ministry of Education. 

NUTRI-GARDENS

Context:  
Poshan Vatikas or Nutri- gardens are being set up across 
the country to provide easy and affordable access  to 
fruits, vegetables, medicinal plants and herbs

What is Nutri-garden?
Nutri-garden is an advanced form of kitchen garden in 
which fruits and vegetables are grown as a source of 
food and income. 

In order to provide the right kind of nourishment, Posh-
an Vatikas or Nutri-gardens are being set under POSH-
AN Abhiyaan. It will provide easy and affordable access 
to locally produced fruits, vegetables, medicinal plants 
and herbs to women and children. 

Benefits: 
Enhance dietary diversity by providing key micronutri-
ents through local fruits and vegetables.
It will reduce external dependency and make commu-
nities Atmanirbhar for their nutritional security.

POSHAN Abhiyaan
Launched in 2018, POSHAN Abhiyaan aims to improve 
nutritional outcomes for children, adolescents, preg-
nant women & lactating mothers.  

• It is part of Mission Poshan 2.0 

Poshan Maah” is celebrated during the month of Sep-
tember 2022. Through Jan Andolan and community 
mobilization, activities for setting up Nutri-gardens or 
retro-fitting Poshan Vatikas with backyard poultry/fish-
ery units are being carried out at Anganwadi centres. 

Nodal Ministry: Ministry of Women and Child Develop-
ment
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International News and Organization

CHINA BLOCKS LISTING OF LASH-
KAR’S COMMANDER AT UNSC

Context:
• China blocked a joint India-U.S. attempt to put 

a Pakistan-based terrorist on the UN Security 
Council’s 1267 list, placing a hold on the pro-
posal to add Lashkar-e-Taiba’s commander’ Sa-
jid Mir.

UNSC 1267 committee:
• It comprises all permanent and non-permanent 

members of the United Nations Security Council 
(UNSC).

• The 1267 list of terrorists is a global list, with a 
UNSC stamp.

• Limit the movement of terrorists: It discusses 
UN efforts to limit the movement of terrorists, 
especially those related to travel bans, the freez-
ing of assets and arms embargoes for terrorism.

Procedure of Listing:
• Any member state: can submit a proposal for 

listing an individual, group, or entity.

• Including acts and activities: The proposal must 
include acts or activities indicating the proposed 
individual/group/entity had participated “in the 
financing, planning, facilitating, preparing, or 
perpetrating of acts or activities” linked to “ISIL, 
Al-Qaida or any cell, affiliate, splinter group or 
derivative thereof”.

• Consensus: Decisions on listing and delisting are 
adopted by consensus.

• Technical hold: Any member of the Committee 
may also put a “technical hold” on the proposal 
and ask for more information from the propos-
ing member state.

CICA

Direction: Not so important. Just glance through it 
once. 

Context: 
Kazakhstan has invited Indian PM to the CICA summit  
(Conference on Interaction and Confidence Building 
Measures in Asia)

• It is a forum aimed at enhancing cooperation 
through elaborating multilateral approaches to-
ward promoting peace, security and stability in 
Asia.

• Confidence building in Economic, environmen-
tal, human, new challenges and threats, military 
etc. 

About CICA
It was founded in 1999 and is a multi-national forum 
of countries having a part of its territory in Asia. India is 
among its 27 members.
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AIBD EXTENDS INDIA’S PRESI-
DENCY FOR ONE MORE YEAR

Context:
• India’s Presidency of the prestigious Asia-pacific 

Institute of Broadcasting Development (AIBD) 
has been extended for one more year. 

The Asia-Pacific Institute for Broadcasting De-
velopment (AIBD):

• It was established in 1977 under the auspices of 
UNESCO.

• Electronic media development: It is a regional 
intergovernmental organization servicing coun-
tries of the United Nations Economic and Social 
Commission for Asia and the Pacific (UN-ES-
CAP) in the field of electronic media develop-
ment. 

• Objectives: Achieve a vibrant and cohesive elec-
tronic media environment in the Asia-Pacific re-
gion through policy and resource development.

• Members: The AIBD currently has 26 countries 
as full members represented by 43 organiza-
tions, and 52 affiliate members. 

• The 47th AIBD Annual Gathering / 20th AIBD 
General Conference and Associated Meetings 
were held in New Delhi.

UKRAINE CONFLICT OF ‘PRO-
FOUND CONCERN’

Context:
• India at UNSC said the conflict in Ukraine is a 

matter of “profound concern” for the global 
community.
	India at UNSC did not name Russia spe-

cifically, unlike the representatives of 
many other countries.

Key Highlights:
• Dialogue and diplomacy: India strongly reiter-

ates the need for an immediate cessation of all 
hostilities and a return to dialogue and diploma-
cy.

• Now is not the era for war: India repeated this 
statement of the Prime Minister at the Shanghai 

Cooperation Organization summit.
• Egregious acts: External affairs minister said 

Council should consider the signals it was send-
ing by letting “egregious acts” go unpunished 
and that credibility required consistency.

• U.N. Secretary-General: Any annexation of a 
state’s territory by another state resulting from 
a threat or use of force is a violation of the UN 
Charter and of international law.

• In a reference to China’s decision to block 
the listing of terrorists:  India said: “The fight 
against impunity is critical to the larger pursuit 
of securing peace and justice. 
	The Security Council must send an un-

ambiguous and unequivocal message 
on this count.

G4 COUNTRIES HIGHLIGHT ‘UR-
GENT NEED’ FOR REFORM IN U.N. 

SECURITY COUNCIL

Directions: It can be asked directly in prelims. Also, see 
mapping section on G4 

Context: 
India’s Foreign Minister met with his counterparts from 
Germany, Brazil and Japan under The Group of Four 
(G4) banner.

Key Highlights:
• Support to each other: They reiterated their 

support for each other’s bids to become perma-
nent members of the UNSC.

• Support for African Nations: G4 also reiterated 
its support for African countries being repre-
sented in a permanent and non-permanent ca-
pacity on a reformed Council.

• Urgent reforms: U.N. decision-making bodies 
needed to be urgently reformed as global issues 
were increasingly complex and interconnected, 
a joint press statement from the group said.

• No meaningful progress: G4 ministers ex-
pressed concern that the 76th Session of the 
U.N.General Assembly did not make “meaning-
ful progress” in the Intergovernmental Negoti-
ations (IGN).
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• Recommendation of the President: The G4 
Ministers welcomed the recommendation of 
the President of the 76th General Assembly 
to “gradually move the process towards text-
based negotiations.

Intergovernmental Negotiations:
• IGN is a group of nation-states working within 

the United Nations to further reform the United 
Nations Security Council (UNSC)

• The IGN is composed of several different inter-
national organizations, namely:
	African Union
	G4 nations
	Uniting for Consensus Group (UfC)
	L.69 Group of Developing Countries
	Arab League
	Caribbean Community (CARICOM).

QUAD COUNTRIES SIGN AGREE-
MENT

Context:
• Foreign Ministers of the Quad group of coun-

tries met on the fringes of the United Nations 
General Assembly (UNGA) to sign a Humanitar-
ian Assistance and Disaster Relief (HADR) part-
nership.

Several programs that have been previously 
announced:

• STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and 
Mathematics) fellowship 

• Economic framework with other partners (Indo 
Pacific Economic Framework)

• Maritime domain awareness initiative.

Australia’s Foreign Minister:
• Quad is about bringing tangible benefits to the 

region and ensuring the region is “ peaceful, 
stable, prosperous and in which sovereignty is 
respected”.

Japan’s Foreign Minister: 
The world is witnessing “direct attempts to unilaterally 
change the status quo by force” and the international 

order based on the rule of law was under threat.

Quadrilateral Security Dialogue(QUAD): 

 
• It is the informal strategic dialogue between In-

dia, the USA, Japan and Australia
• Objective: ensure and support a “free, open and 

prosperous” Indo-Pacific region.
• Spirit of the Quad: In 2021, Quad countries is-

sued a joint statement promoting a free, open 
rules border, rooted in international law to ad-
vance security and combat threats both in the 
Indo-Pacific and beyond.

• 3C strategy of QUAD
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LANCET COMMISSION CRITICIZES 
WHO FOR ACTING ‘TOO SLOWLY

Context: 
The Lancet Commission on lessons for the future from 
the COVID-19 pandemic castigated the World Health 
Organization (WHO) for acting “too cautiously and too 
slowly” on several important matters.

• Issues over which WHO was criticized:
	Warning about the human transmissi-

bility of the virus
	Declare a Public Health Emergency of 

International Concern
	Support international travel protocols 

designed to slow the spread of the virus
	Endorse the public use of face masks as 

protection
	Recognise airborne transmission of the 

virus.

The Lancet COVID-19 Commission:
• It  was established in July 2020
• 28 commissioners were appointed for the glob-

al experts in:
	Public policy
	International cooperation
	Epidemiology and vaccinology
	Economics and financial systems
	Sustainability sciences
	Mental health.

The Lancet is a weekly peer-reviewed general medical 
journal. It is the world's highest-impact general medical 
journal, and one of the oldest. It was founded in England 
in 1823.

GS3
Economy

CHANGES IN IBC

Context: 
The Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of India (IBBI) has 
amended the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (IBC) 
with the aim to hasten the changes and maximize re-
covery.

Key changes:
• If there is no resolution plan, creditors can sell 

assets separately. 
• The performance-based pay structure for Reso-

lution professionals. 
	The primary role of the Resolution Pro-

fessional is to ensure the revival of the 
corporate debtor.

About IBC
• It was introduced in 2016 to tackle bad loans 

and solve insolvencies. 
	In accounting, insolvency is the state 

of being unable to pay the debts, of a 
person or company, at maturity; those 
in a state of insolvency are said to be 
insolvent.

• Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (Amendment)
bill, 2021
	It proposed the Pre-packaged Insolven-

cy Resolution Process (PIRP), also called 
‘pre-packs’ as an insolvency resolution 
mechanism for Micro, Small and Medi-
um Enterprises (MSMEs).
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MARKET-BASED ECONOMIC DIS-
PATCH (MBED) MECHANISM

Context: 
In order to move towards a “One Nation, One Grid, 
One frequency, One Price” framework, the Ministry of 
Power has proposed a centralized power model using 
MBED.

• Under MBED, the entire annual electricity con-
sumption will be operated using a central mar-
ket operator (currently India follows a decen-
tralized power procurement and distribution 
system).

Benefits: 
It will help in reducing power purchase costs, provide 
more flexibility and promotion of renewable energy.  

Issues: 
• But it may lead to the loss of autonomy of 

states (power is a Concurrent subject and the 
responsibility for distribution and supply of 
power to rural and urban consumers rests with 
the states). 

• It may make the discoms entirely dependent on 
the centralised mechanism.

Background:
Increasing losses of DISCOMS: As per a recent study by 
the RBI, a bailout of discoms in 18 large states is likely 
to impose a burden equivalent to around 2.3 per cent 
of the GSDP of these states.

LIVELINESS OF FINGERPRINTS

Context: 
UIDAI has introduced a new security layer for the Aad-
haar-enabled Payment System (AePS) to prevent the 
use of fake fingerprints to fraudulently withdraw mon-
ey. 

Liveness detection in biometrics is the ability of a sys-
tem to detect if a fingerprint or face (or other biomet-
rics) is real (from a live person present at the point of 
capture) or fake (from a spoof artefact or lifeless body 

part). The ‘liveness’ detection is based on (see diagram)

AePS  (by National Payment Cooperation of India) is a 
bank-led model which allows online interoperable fi-
nancial inclusion transactions at PoS (MicroATM) 
through the Business correspondent of any bank using 
the Aadhaar authentication. AePS allows you to do six 
types of transactions.

•	 Cash Deposit
•	 Cash Withdrawal
•	 Balance Enquiry
•	 Mini Statement
•	 Aadhaar to Aadhaar Fund Transfer
•	 Authentication
•	 BHIM Aadhaar Pay

The only inputs required for a customer to do a trans-
action under this scenario are Bank Name, Aadhaar 
Number and Fingerprint captured during enrollment.

SCALE APP

Context: 
SCALE (Skill Certification Assessment for Leather Em-
ployees) app has been launched which provides a one-
stop solution for the skilling, learning, assessment, and 
employment needs of the leather industry

Agency: Leather Skill sector council under the Ministry 
of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship

Status:  India is the second largest producer and con-
sumer of footwear in the world. The Leather industry in 
India accounts for around 13% of the world’s leather 
production of hides/skins.

NUTRITION RATING STARS

Context: 
The Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FS-
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SAI), has released a draft notification for front-of-pack 
labelling to discourage consumers from buying pack-
aged food high in sugar, salt, and fat, which will require 
pre-packaged food to carry a star graphic — ranging for 
0 to 5 — next to the brand name.

Like the star-rating system for energy efficiency of elec-
tronic products, the ‘Indian Nutrition Rating (INR)’ will 
see the unhealthiest food items carry a 0-star rating 
and the healthiest carry a 5-star rating.

To generate the star-rating logo for the product, food 
businesses have to submit nutritional profiles of the 
products concerned on FSSAI’s FoSCoS (Food Safety 
Compliance System) portal.

“NOT SO COUPLED” NATURE OF 
INDIAN ECONOMY

Context: 
Global rating agency S&P said that even though the US 
and the Eurozone are headed to recession, India is un-
likely to face the impact given the “not so coupled” na-
ture of its economy with the global economy.
Indian economy is not fully integrated into the world 
economy due to partial capital account convertibility, 
managed currency rate and trade restrictions. 

Advantages of the Indian Economy
•	 Large domestic demand
•	 Enough forex reserves 
•	 Healthy fiscal balance sheets

PLI SCHEME FOR SOLAR CELL 
MANUFACTURING

Context: 
The Union Cabinet on Wednesday cleared a 
₹19,500-crore scheme to incentivise the manufactur-
ing of domestic solar cell modules to reduce the indus-
try’s reliance on China-made panels. 

•	 This is under the National programme on 
High-Efficiency Solar PV Modules

•	 The PLI will be disbursed to firms after they set 
up their manufacturing units and the money 
disbursed over five years.

Nodal body: Ministry of New and Renewable Energy 

Benefits:
• Create about 2 lakh direct jobs
• Save on imports
• Give impetus to MSMEs
• Secure energy security through renewable 

source

About PLI Scheme:
•	 The PLI scheme was launched in 2020 to scale 

up domestic manufacturing capability, accom-
panied by higher import substitution and em-
ployment generation.

•	 The incentives, calculated on the basis of incre-
mental sales ( range from as low as 1% for elec-
tronics to as high as 20% for the manufacturing 
of APIs and bulk drugs)

Related news: 
Modifications in “Programme for Development of Semi-
conductors and Display Manufacturing Ecosystem in In-
dia: The Union Cabinet has approved a uniform incentive 
of 50% of the project cost for setting up semiconductor, 
display and compound semiconductor fabrication units.  
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DHARAMSHALA DECLARATION

Direction: Remember that “Dharmshala Declaration: 
India wants to be the global leader in tourism by 2047”.

Context: 
At the National Conference of State Tourism Minister, 
the “Dharamshala Declaration” was adopted for devel-
oping “sustainable and responsible tourism” and posi-
tions India as a “global leader in the tourism sector by 
2047”.

Status:
• India is ranked 54th/117 countries on the latest 

WEF Travel and Tourism Development Index. 
(down from 46 in 2019).

• Its current contribution is 6.8% of the Indian 
GDP

• Creates over 39mn jobs

Government steps:
• Draft National Tourism Policy: Targets to achieve 

USD 1 Trillion by the sector in 2047.
• Ministry of Tourism: National Strategy for sus-

tainable tourism and responsible traveller Cam-
paign

• Schemes: PRASHAD, NIDHI 2.0, Swadesh Dar-
shan etc. 

MAHARATNA COMPANY STATUS

Context: 
Power sector-focussed non-banking finance company 
(NBFC) REC Ltd. has been accorded the status of a ‘Ma-
haratna’ Central Public Sector Enterprise.

Benefits:
• It will provide greater operational and financial 

autonomy.
• It imparts enhanced powers to the company’s 

board while taking financial decisions
• REC can make equity investments to undertake 

financial joint ventures and wholly-owned sub-
sidiaries and undertake mergers and acquisi-
tions in India and abroad

• REC can also enter into technology joint ven-
tures or other strategic alliances

About REC
• Incorporated in 1969, REC focuses on power 

sector financing and development across India.
• It provides financial assistance to state elec-

tricity boards, state governments, central/state 
power utilities, independent power producers, 
rural electric cooperatives and private sector 
utilities.

• REC has played a key role in the success of the 
flagship schemes such as DDUGJY, SAUBHAGYA 
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and is currently the nodal agency for Revamped 
Distribution Sector Scheme (RDSS).

SPECIAL ASSISTANCE TO STATES 
FOR CAPITAL INVESTMENT

Context: 
The Government of India has launched a Scheme Special 
Assistance to States for Capital Investment for 2022-23. 

Under this Scheme, financial assistance is provided to 
the States Governments in the form of a 50-year inter-
est-free loan for capital investment projects.

Status of State Finances:
• As per the RBI report
• States like Punjab, Rajasthan, Kerala, West Bengal, 

Bihar, Andhra Pradesh, etc. had the highest debt 
burden in 2020-21. 

• Revenue expenditure of these states constitutes 80-
90% of the total expenses and therefore they have 
poor capital spending. 

• Andhra Pradesh, Bihar, Rajasthan and Punjab ex-
ceeded both debt and fiscal deficit targets for 
2020-21 set by the 15th Finance Commission. 

Capital investment is the money spent on acquiring as-
sets while revenue expenditure indicates daily opera-
tions expenses like salaries and pensions.

Agriculture

KRITAGYA 3.0

Context: 
Indian Council of Agricultural Research with its National 
Agricultural Higher Education Project and Crop Science 
Division is organizing Hackathon 3.0 ‘’KRITAGYA” on 
promoting ‘speed breeding for crop improvement’.
The definition of KRITAGYA is KRI for Krishi meaning Ag-
riculture, TA for Taknik meaning Technology and GYA 
for Gyan meaning Knowledge.

In this competition, students, faculty and innovators/
entrepreneurs from any university/technical institu-
tions across the country can apply and participate in 
the program as a group.
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SEED TREATY

Direction: The treaty and act are important. Do have 
basic information on it. 

Context: 
India will host the 9th session of governing body of the 
Seed treaty

About Seed treaty
• Seed treaty or also known as the International 

Treaty of Plant Genetic Resources for Food and 
Agriculture (ITPGRFA) is a major legally binding 
international agreement to conserve, use and 
manage plant genetic resources. 

• It was adopted by FAO in 2001 and came into 
force in 2004.

• India is a party to it. 

The Treaty aims at:
• Recognizes the contribution of farmers to the 

diversity of crops.
• Provides access to plant genetic materials;
• Ensures sharing of the benefits.

	The treaty enables sharing of 64 of our 
most important crops through an easi-
ly accessible global pool of genetic re-
sources.

The Protection of Plant Varieties and Farmers’ Rights 
(PPV&FR) Act, 2001: It recognizes the contributions of 
both commercial plant breeders and farmers in plant 
breeding activity.

Rights under the Act:
• Breeders’ Rights: exclusive rights to produce, 

sell, market, distribute, import or export the 
protected variety. 

• Researchers’ Rights: Researchers can use any of 
the registered varieties under the Act for con-
ducting experiments or research.  

• Farmers’ Rights: A farmer can save, use, sow, 
re-sow, exchange, share or sell (but not sell 
branded seed) his farm produce including seed 
of a variety protected under the PPV&FR Act, 
2001. A farmer who has evolved or developed 
a new variety is entitled to registration and pro-
tection in like manner as a breeder of a variety

ECOLOGY WITH AGRICULTURE

Direction: Learn the basic terminologies of ecology

Context: 
Came in the S&T section of the Sunday edition of the 
Hindu

An ecological niche is the right set of environmental 
conditions under which an animal or plant species will 
thrive.

• An example of an ecological niche is that of 
the dung beetle. The dung beetle consumes 
dung both in larval and adult forms. Dung bee-
tles store dung balls in burrows, and females lay 
eggs within them. This allows hatched larvae 
immediate access to food.

Due to climate change, ecological Niches are altering 
and this may have an impact on Agriculture and there-
fore we need ecological niche modelling (using Big Data 
and other computative technology). 
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Ecological niche modelling is a predictive tool for iden-
tifying new possibilities — new inhabitants for an ex-
isting habitat, or new geographical locations where a 
desirable plant may grow well.

E.g., the modelling identified 4,200 square kilometres 
of new areas suitable for saffron cultivation in places in 
Jammu and Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh, North Sikkim, 
Imphal, Manipur and Udagamandalam, Tamil Nadu. 

Crocus sativus, the saffron plant, is propagated through 
underground stems called corms. It is thought to be a 
native of Greece and grows best under Mediterranean 
climate conditions. Today, Iran grows nearly 90% of the 
world’s saffron (India: 5%). The flower of the plant has 
three bright crimson stigmata, which are handpicked 
when ready and carefully dried for commercial saffron. 

Fig: Ecological Niche and Dung Beetle.

PM PRANAM SCHEME

Context: 
PM PRANAM (Promotion of Alternate Nutrients for 
Agriculture Management Yojana) has been planned to 
reduce the use of chemical fertilisers by incentivising 
states 

Features of the scheme:
• No separate budget: The scheme will not have 

a separate budget and will be financed by the 
“savings of existing fertiliser subsidy” under 
schemes run by the Department of fertilisers.

•	 50% subsidy savings will be passed on as a grant 
to the state that saves the money

	70% of the grant provided under the 
scheme can be used for asset creation 
(adoption of alternate fertilisers at the 
village, block and district levels)
	30% grant money can be used 

for incentivising farmers, pan-
chayats, FPOs and self-help 
groups that are involved in the 
reduction of fertiliser use and 
awareness generation.

• Data available on a fertiliser Ministry dash-
board, iFMS (Integrated fertilisers Management 
System), will be used for this purpose

Status of Fertilizer use and subsidy:
• The total requirement of four fertilisers — 

Urea, DAP (Di-ammonium Phosphate), MOP 
(Muriate of potash), and NPKS (Nitrogen, Phos-
phorus and Potassium) — increased by 21% be-
tween 2017-2018 and 2021-2022.

• The subsidy burden on chemical fertilisers is 
expected to increase to Rs 2.25 lakh crore in 
2022-2023, which is 39% higher than the previ-
ous year’s figure of Rs 1.62 lakh crore.

• The Kharif season (June-October) accounts for 
nearly half the year’s production of foodgrains, 
one-third of pulses and approximately two-
thirds of oilseeds. A sizable amount of fertiliser 
is required for this season.

SIGNIFICANCE OF INDIA’S BANS 
ON BROKEN RICE EXPORT

Direction: This is from the Explained article in yester-
day’s The Hindu. Link it with the previous article on Rice 
and this FFP on Broken rice

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/07/18/explained-is-there-a-crisis-in-rice/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/09/09/mission-2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-9-september-2022/
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Context: India has banned the export of broken rice and 
imposed a 20 per cent duty on exports of various grades 
of rice, except basmati.

Reasons for ban:
•	 There has been lower rice production this 

year due to deficient rainfall in some areas.
•	 High food inflation
•	 For use in Ethanol blending: In the 2018-19 

Ethanol Supply Year (ESY), the government 
allowed the FCI to sell surplus rice to etha-
nol plants for fuel production.

•	 Broken rice is also used as Poultry feed. 

About:
•	 India is the world’s largest exporter of rice: 

India accounted for 41% of the total rice ex-
ports in the world in 2021 larger than the 
next four exporters (Thailand, Vietnam, Pa-
kistan and United States) combined.

•	 In descending order, China, Senegal, Viet-
nam, Djibouti and Indonesia are the big-
gest importers of India’s broken rice. Hence, 
these countries would be impacted by the 
ban.

•	 Previously, in May India banned the export 
of Wheat.

 

CONVERGENCE PORTAL OF 
GOVT’S 3 FLAGSHIP SCHEMES 

Context: 
The convergence portal between the Agriculture Infra-
structure Fund (AIF), Pradhan Mantri Formalisation of 
Micro Food Processing Enterprises (PMFME) scheme 
and Pradhan Mantri Kisan Sampada Yojana (PMKSY) 
was recently launched.

Benefits: 
• It will allow beneficiaries of these schemes to 

avail facilities hassle-free
• Beneficiaries will also get an additional benefit 

of Interest subvention at 3%.

About these schemes: 
• AIF ( launched in 2020 by the Agriculture min-

istry) is aimed at creating post-harvest manage-
ment infrastructure through credit guarantee 
support and 3% interest subvention. 

• PMFME (launched in 2020 as part of Aatmanir-
bhar Bharat Abhiyan and implemented by the 
Food Processing Ministry) to enhance the com-
petitiveness of micro-enterprises in the food 
processing sector. 

• PMKSY ( it is a central sector scheme under 
the Food processing Ministry) aims to create 
modern infrastructure from farm gate to retail  

https://www.insightsonindia.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/rice_2.png
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Science and Technology

INSPIRE AWARDS- MANAK

Context: 
Ministry of S&T have presented INSPIRE awards to 60 
start-ups and financial support to over 50,000 students 
in order to attract more and more talents toward sci-
ence.

•	 MANAK (Millions Minds Augmenting Nation-
al Aspiration and Knowledge) was launched in 
2017 with the aim to target 1 Mn original ideas/
innovations rooted in S&T and create a culture 
of creativity among school students. 

SOVA VIRUS ATTACK

Context: 
The Indian Computer Emergency Response Team 
(CERT-In) has issued a detailed safety advisory against 
a new mobile banking ‘Trojan’ virus, SOVA, prowling in 
Indian cyberspace, which stealthily encrypts an android 
phone for ransom.

A new banking malware is targeting bank customers 
using SOVA android Trojan with the ability to harvest 
usernames and passwords. The malware hides itself 
within fake android applications displaying logos of le-
gitimate applications like Chrome, Amazon, and NFT 
(non-fungible token) platforms and deceives users into 
installing them. 

This malware captures user credentials when users ac-
cess their bank accounts through net banking applica-
tions. This version of SOVA is targeting over 200 mobile 
applications and its attacks can result in ‘large-scale’ fi-
nancial fraud

MERGE SOFTWARE UPGRADE

Context: It is a software upgrade to cut down energy 
consumption in the validation of the Ethereum (a cryp-
tocurrency) blockchain and make it more secure. 
‘The Merge,’ will cast aside the need for crypto miners 
and gigantic mining farms, who had previously driven 
the blockchain under a mechanism called ‘proof-of-
work’ (PoW). Instead, it has now shifted to a ‘proof-of-
stake’ (PoS) mechanism that assigns ‘validators’ ran-
domly to approve transactions and earn a small reward.

•	 The transition will cut Ethereum’s energy 
consumption by 99.95%.

•	 Ethereum’s website admitted that the cryp-
to’s total annualised power consumption 
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nearly matches that of Finland while its car-
bon footprint is comparable to Switzerland.

Will Bitcoin switch to a proof-of-stake consensus 
mechanism?

Highly unlikely!  As they work differently. 

Also, Satoshi Nakamoto, the pseudonymous creator 
of Bitcoin, explicitly stressed the importance of the 
“proof-of-work” mechanism to secure the blockchain. 

• Switching to a proof-of-stake consensus mecha-
nism would violate the principles of decentrali-
sation outlined in the Bitcoin white paper.

• It would also represent losses in the millions of 
dollars for individual miners and companies try-
ing to solve the puzzles that would reward them 
with BTC.

Ethereum is a decentralized, open-source blockchain 
with smart contract functionality. Ether is the native 
cryptocurrency of the platform. Among cryptocurren-
cies, ether is second only to bitcoin in market capitaliza-
tion. Ethereum was conceived in 2013 by programmer 
Vitalik Buterin.

What’s next for Ethereum?
Ethereum’s co-founder Vitalik Buterin had said that 

post ‘The Merge’, the network will undergo further up-
grades which he called the “surge,” “verge,” “purge,” 
and “splurge”.

LONG RANGE RADIO (LORA)

Direction: It is a simple concept of using radio waves for 
banking. Know the basics. 

Context: 
Institute for Development and Research in Banking 
Technology (IDRBT, an Institute under the RBI) has 
developed a new low-cost financial network to take 
banking to remote areas.

About LoRa
LoRa technology is a wireless modulation technique 
in the physical layer, allowing long-range communica-
tion using a chirp spread spectrum. LoRa technology 
uses dedicated radios, which are not usually present in 
end-user devices, limiting interferences from other de-
vices.

• Banks can use this as their own dedicated pri-
vate network instead of using a third-party net-
work which is presently based either on a satel-
lite link or wired (fibre).

• IDRBT is the first in the world to develop this 
network based on LoRa (Long Range Radio) 
technology

Benefits: 
• It will make it possible for people in remote hilly 

and forest areas without satellite signals to ac-
cess banking services.

• Lower threat of cyber hacking
• Cheaper: The cost of the LoRa financial network 

is estimated to be 20 per cent cheaper than al-
ternative network technologies with an addi-
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tional advantage of almost no maintenance and 
portability of devices. 

SENSING PRESSURE USING PAPER

Context: 
A team of researchers at the Bengaluru-based Indian 
Institute of Science (IISc) has now fabricated pressure 
sensors that use paper as the medium.
Several industrial, automotive and healthcare applica-
tions rely on accurate and precise measurement of 
pressure. Pressure sensors are used for this purpose. 
They detect the physical pressure and convert it into an 
electrical signal that is displayed as a number indicative 
of the magnitude.

Many applications require flexible and wearable pres-
sure sensors. They are typically fabricated using petro-
leum-based polymers. But, these are non-degradable 
and solid waste generated from using them is harmful 
to the environment.

The sensor is made of plain and corrugated cellulose 
papers coated with the chemical tin-monosulfide (SnS), 
stacked alternatively to form a multi-layered architec-
ture. Tin-monosulfide is a semiconductor that conducts 
electricity under specific conditions.

LUMPY SKIN DISEASE:

What is it?
•	 Lumpy Skin Disease is a viral illness that 

causes prolonged morbidity in cattle and 
buffaloes.

• Caused by the poxvirus Lumpy skin disease vi-
rus (LSDV).

• LSD affects the lymph nodes of the infected an-
imal, causing the nodes to enlarge and appear 
like lumps on the skin, which is where it derives 
its name from. 

• The disease was first observed in Zambia in 
1929, subsequently spreading to most African 
countries extensively

Spread:
• It is not a zoonotic virus, meaning the disease 

cannot spread to humans, and therefore it is 
safe to consume milk from the affected animal.  

• It is a contagious vector-borne disease spread 
by vectors like mosquitoes, some biting flies, 
and ticks and usually affects host animals like 
cows and water buffaloes. 

What are the economic implications?
The spread of the disease can lead to “substantial” 
and “severe” economic losses according to FAO and 
the World Organisation for Animal Health (WOAH). The 
disease leads to reduced milk production as the animal 
becomes weak and also loses appetite due to mouth 
ulceration. 

Treatment:
• There is no treatment for the virus, so preven-

tion by vaccination is the most effective means 
of control.

• ‘Goat Pox Vaccine’ is “very effective” against 
LSD.

• Two institutes of the Indian Council of Agricul-
tural Research (ICAR) have developed an indige-
nous vaccine for LSD
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HYBRID PROPULSION SYSTEM

Direction: Know the basics of the Propulsion system

Context: 
The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) has suc-
cessfully tested a hybrid motor, which will pave way for 
a new propulsion system for the upcoming launch ve-
hicles. 

About the system:
• Unlike solid-solid or liquid-liquid combinations, 

a hybrid motor uses solid fuel and liquid oxidis-
er.

• The motor used Hydroxyl-terminated polybu-
tadiene (HTPB) as fuel and liquid oxygen (LOX) 
as the oxidiser.

• The use of liquids facilitates throttling (regulat-
ed supply of fuel), and the control over the flow 
rate of LOX enables the re-start capability.

• It is scalable and stackable, potentially paving 
the way for a new propulsion system for the 
forthcoming launch vehicles

• The test was supported by ISRO’s Liquid Propul-
sion Systems Centre (LPSC).

ESIMS

Context: 
eSIMs have come again in the news as the new Apple 
iPhone 14 will be completely dependent on eSIMS in 
the US. 

An eSIM is an embedded SIM, essentially the same 
hardware as a regular SIM card chip, but now a perma-
nently embedded part of the motherboard of a watch 
or smartphone.

eSIMs were first established a decade ago in 2012, but 
despite their futuristic use-cases, have not completely 
made physical SIMs obsolete yet. 

Advantages of eSIMs
• Being attached to the motherboard also allows 

re-programming, letting users switch operators 
without having to replace any physical SIM cards

• Convenience:  The ability to store multiple SIM 
profiles in your eSIM also means you can switch 
between profiles easily.

• Security: There is no physical element to pull 
out and use in another device.

Disadvantages of eSIMs
• Emergencies: If your phone stops working, runs 
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out of battery or simply, falls and gets a cracked 
screen, your communication is brought to a 
complete standstill with eSIMs. 

• Unusable in countries with no eSIM sup-
port: You cannot use an eSIM phone in a coun-
try where the telecom operators simply don’t 
support the technology yet. 

• Support only available in premium phones: In 
India, eSIM support is currently available on 
more expensive devices like the Apple iPhones, 
and Google Pixel series.

• Telcos have more control

HI-TECH HUB-AND-SPOKE SYS-
TEM FOR HEALTHCARE

Context: 
ICMR and IISc will jointly develop a hi-tech hub-and-
spoke system for improved healthcare. The system will 
collect and curate data through institutions across the 
country to facilitate research.

AI & Robotics Technology Park, a non-profit founda-
tion promoted by IISc, will serve as the initiative’s part-
ner for technology development and programme man-
agement.

By leveraging premier medical institutions as hubs and 
bringing together medicine and data science experts, 
the team driving this initiative will seek to standardise 
data collection from many ‘spoke’ institutions. It will 
also help curate that data and aim to make it available 
to the broader community of researchers and innova-
tors, in accordance with applicable policies and laws.

NON-COMMUNICABLE DISEASES 
(NCDS)

Context: 
A report by WHO has highlighted that NCDs are respon-
sible for 74% of all deaths worldwide but only 5% of 
healthcare aid goes to the prevention of NCDs

What are NCDs?
The term NCDs refers to a group of conditions that are 
not mainly caused by an acute infection, result in long-
term health consequences and often create a need for 
long-term treatment and care.

WHO Recommends:
• Implementation of Roadmap for the Global Ac-

tion Plan (2023-2030) for NCDs
• Universal health coverage for NCDs
• Inclusion of NCDs in Primary health care
• Tax on unhealthy products
• Greater consumer awareness

Previously 
• WHO’s Global NCD Compact (2020-2030) was 

launched with the aim to accelerate progress on 
the prevention and control of NCDs 

• India won a UN award for its Hypertension Con-
trol initiatives. (Hypertension is when blood 
pressure is too high).
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C-BAND

Context: 
India’s Aviation safety regulator (DGCA) has written to 
the telecom department flagging concerns over the 
likely interference of the 5G C-Band spectrum with air-
craft radio altimeters.

A radio altimeter is an instrument that provides direct 
height-above-terrain information to various aircraft sys-
tems. These altimeters as well as a part of the 5G tele-
com services operate in the C-Band and therefore risks 
interference.

The benefit of C-Band:  
For telecom service providers, the C-Band presents a 
sweet spot for rolling out 5G services, ensuring cover-
age as well as high bandwidth, resulting in faster inter-
net speeds. For aircraft operations, the use of altime-
ters in this band ensures highly precise measurements 
of the plane’s altitude.

However, experts say, India has auctioned the C-Band 
spectrum in frequency ranging from 3.3 GHz to 3.6 GHz. 
Aircraft radio altimeters mainly use frequencies ranging 
from 4.2-4.4 GHz. So, there is a significant 500 MHz gap 
between the two frequency ranges.

DART

Context:
In the first-of-its-kind, save-the-world experiment, NA-
SA’s Double Asteroid Redirection Test (DART) space-
craft will crash into a small moonlet called Dimorphos.

Purpose:
The impact of the collision should be just enough to 
nudge the asteroid into a slightly tighter orbit around 
its companion space rock — demonstrating that if a kill-
er asteroid ever heads our way, we’d stand a fighting 
chance of diverting it. 

Other missions to asteroids:
• OSIRIS-Rex (NASA) is on its way back to Earth to 

deliver samples it collected from asteroid Bennu 
in 2020. 

• NASA’s Lucy spacecraft is headed to asteroids 
near Jupiter, after launching last year. 

• Near-Earth Asteroid Scout (NASA) will be sent. 
• In 2026, NASA will launch a census-taking tele-

scope to identify hard-to-find asteroids that 
could pose risks. 

• NASA’s Psyche spacecraft is a planned mission 
to a metal-rich asteroid between Mars and Ju-
piter.

• Hayabusa2 (Japan) is an asteroid sample-return 
mission.

• China to launch Tianwen 2 asteroid-sampling 
mission in 2025.

 

RTIS
Context: 
In collaboration with the space agency ISRO, the Indi-
an Railways will develop an RTIS system for real-time 
tracking of the train.

About Real-Time Train Information System 
(RTIS)
Developed in collaboration with ISRO, RTIS will help in 
the automatic acquisition of train movement timing at 
the stations, including that of arrival and departure or 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/dart-2.jpg
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run-through.
It will help track train’s movement information as cur-
rent as 30 seconds to railway passengers

Environment

GLOBAL REGISTRY OF FOSSIL FU-
ELS

Context: 
Climate campaigners have launched the world’s first 
registry of fossil fuel reserves, production and emis-
sions.
The Global Registry of Fossil Fuels is the first large-scale 
public database to track what is yet to be burned. 

Carbon Tracker, a nonprofit think tank that research-
es the energy transition’s effect on financial markets, 
and the Global Energy Monitor, which tracks a range of 
global energy projects, jointly developed the registry.

These organizations hope the registry will empower 
groups to hold governments accountable in a range of 
scenarios, for example, when issuing licenses for fossil 
fuel extraction.
The inventory includes data from more than 50,000 
oil, gas and coal fields in 89 countries, covering 75 per 
cent of global production. 

With the Registry, it will be much easier to include ex-
pected future emissions into the analysis, and thus 
identify and prioritize the companies with the greatest 
risk of harbouring assets likely to become stranded.

GLOBAL CLEAN ENERGY ACTION 
FORUM (GCEAF)

Context: 
India will participate in Global Clean Energy Action 
Forum (GCEAF) at Pittsburg, US. It is 1st of its kind of 
meeting of over 30 countries to promote policies and 
programmes that advance clean energy technology. 

• India will highlight efforts made in the fields of 
bio-refineries, sustainable aviation fuels, mate-
rials accelerated platforms, carbon capture, and 
hydrogen valley platforms to expedite clean en-
ergy solutions.

Related news: 

NISAR:
ISRO and NASA are working together to launch a joint 
radar satellite for Earth observation named NISAR 
[NASA -ISRO Synthetic Aperture Radar].

The NISAR mission will collect data vital to tackling the 
climate crisis. ISRO has been getting Deep Space Net-
work Antenna support from NASA in its Missions such 
as Chandrayaan-1, Mars Orbiter Mission (MOM) and 
Chandrayaan-2 mission and will continue availing sup-
port for our Chandrayaan-3 mission.

GREEN EVENTS TOOL (GET)

Direction: There are so many such tools. Not all are im-
portant. This one you can remember by focusing on the 
keyword ‘Event’ in “Green Events Tool”.  ‘event’ stand 
for reducing carbon footprint in events. 

Context: 
UNFCC, UNEP and Gulf organization for research and 
Development (GORD) has unveiled GET with the aim to 
encourage actions to reduce the negative impacts of 
various events on climate.
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• It will help in calculating the carbon footprint 
for any planned event at its planning stages it-
self and recommends solutions for lowering the 
footprint as well as suggesting carbon credit for 
unavoidable ones. 

• It was proposed 1st in COP26 (Glasgow last year)

BIO-DECOMPOSER CAPSULES

Direction: Indirect Qn on Stubble burning, its impact 
(e.g. smog was asked this year in mains) and policies 
related to it have been asked in UPSC several times. 

Context: 
Delhi government will spare bio-decomposer capsules 
to curb stubble burning.
 

About the Capsules
• It will accelerate the decomposition from stub-

ble to manure in 15-20 days.
• It comprises a Dormant form of decomposing 

Bacteria and cell mass of Fungal spore, acceler-
ating the process of decomposition under aero-
bic and anaerobic conditions.

• The capsules have been developed by the Indi-
an Agricultural Research Institute (IARI)

About Stubble Burning: 
Stubble burning is a process of setting on fire the straw 
stubble, left after the harvesting of grains, like paddy, 
wheat, etc. 

Why?
Farmers in the Indo-Gangetic plain do it as they get a 
very short time between the harvesting of rice and the 
sowing of wheat.

Impact?
Stubble burning causes- loss of nutrients and micro-or-
ganisms in the soil. toxic pollutants to be released into 
the atmosphere. 

Government steps:
• Stubble burning is made crime under IPC and 

Air and Pollution control act (1981)
• National Policy on the management of crop 

residues 2014
• Promotion of machines- Rotavators, Hap-

py seeders, use of stubble in cattle feed and 
bio-ethanol.

1ST ANNUAL BREAKTHROUGH 
AGENDA REPORT 2022

Direction: You can relate the term ‘Breakthrough’ 
(meaning ‘important discovery’) with ‘Clean technolo-
gy’ to remember. 

Context: 
A report on the progress of how countries have aligned 
their action plan and investment for clean technology 
commitment to mitigate climate change. 

What is Breakthrough Agenda (BA)?
• The Breakthrough Agenda is an unprecedent-

ed international clean technology plan to help 
keep 1.5°C in reach. It provides a framework 
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for countries and businesses to join up and 
strengthen their actions every year. 

• It has been released by the International Ener-
gy Agency, the International Renewable Energy 
Agency and the UN Climate Change High-Level 
Champions.

1st set of agendas came up in COP26 last year (also 
known as Glasgow Breakthroughs) on sectors such as- 

• Power ( Clean power is the most affordable and 
reliable option for all countries to meet their power 
needs efficiently by 2030.)

• Road ( Zero emission vehicles the new normal – ac-
cessible, affordable and sustainable in all regions by 
2030.)

• Steel ( Near-zero emission steel is the preferred 
choice in global markets)

• Hydrogen ( Affordable renewable and low carbon 
hydrogen globally available by 2030.)

• Agriculture (Climate-smart, sustainable agriculture 
by 2030)

ALGAL BIOFUELS 

Context: 
India’s Reliance Industries Ltd recently released a short 
video on the social media platform Instagram highlight-
ing the cutting-edge algae-to-fuel technology it has de-
veloped. 

Algae can be used to synthesize large volumes of oil 
(20 times more than that of mustard per acre), grow 
fast (10 times quicker than terrestrial plants) and cap-
ture carbon dioxide (CO2). 

The company has been successfully running large al-
gae raceway ponds for the last five years at their facility 
near Jamnagar, to convert sunshine, CO2 and seawater 
into bio-oil.

It also displayed the utilisation of catalytic hydrother-
mal liquefaction technology to convert algae biomass 
to oil. Under this process, water is used as a solvent un-
der high temperature and pressure to extract oil from 
the biomass.

The benefits of this technology include direct utilisa-
tion of wet biomass without any need for drying and 
conversion of every organic fragment of biomass into 
the oil without any wastage.
 

Species in News

CHEETAH

Direction: It is important for prelims next year. 

Context: 
India brought five females and 3 males cheetah from 
Namibia.

• Cheetah became extinct in 1952 and is the only 
large mammal to become extinct since inde-
pendence. It is a keystone species of dry forests, 
scrub forests and Savannahs grassland.
	A keystone species is a plant or animal 

that plays a unique and crucial role in 
the way the ecosystem functions. With-
out them, the ecosystem would be dra-
matically different or cease to exist al-
together.
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• It is for the 1st time that a large carnivore is be-
ing moved from one continent to another and is 
being reintroduced to the wild. 

BLACK SWAN EVENT

Context: 
FM at the FICCI event has highlighted that the future of 
finance as “VUCA — volatile, uncertain, complex and 
totally ambiguous”, and to be ready for it, one has to 
think within the available parameters and “be ready to 
prevent any black swan event”.

TOMISTOMA

Context: 
Increasing human intrusion into the habitat of Tomisto-
ma (due to palm oil plantation, illegal gold mining and 
settlements) may be causing it to attack people in Indo-
nesia, a new study has suggested.

The Tomistoma (Tomistoma schlegelii) is a shy and re-
clusive species that typically retreat from areas with a 
high degree of human activity.

• It is a crocodilian freshwater species native to 
South-East Asia.

• It is also called ‘False Gharial’. 
• IUCN: Endangered



Weekly Current Affairs Magazine

www.insightsonindia.com 65

Defence

SWARM DRONE COMPETITION 
FOR START-UPS

Context: 
Defence Ministry has unveiled the second edition of the 
‘Mehar Baba’ swarm drone competition by the Indian 
Air Force (IAF) for Indian start-ups.

Swarm drones consist of a number of drones controlled 
from the same station and coordinate with each other 
to complete the mission.  

• It will help them develop a swarm drone-
based system to detect foreign objects (even of 
sub-centimetre size) on aircraft operating sur-
faces. 

• Indian Army has inducted Swarm drones into 
operational use. 

Internal Security

NAXALISM

Context: 
Hotbeds of left-wing extremism have been cleared in 
the Bihar States and greatly reduced in Jharkhand using 
Operations Octopus, Double Bull, Thunderstorm and 
Chakarbandha. 

Who are Naxalites?
Naxalites are a group of far-left radical communists, 
supportive of Maoist political sentiment and ideology. 
Their origin can be traced to the splitting in 1967 of the 
Communist Party of India (Marxist), leading to the for-
mation of the Communist Party of India (Marxist–Le-
ninist).

Current status:
• Number of districts affected by violence stood 

at 39, down from 60 in 2010.
• These districts are mostly in Chhattisgarh, 

Jharkhand, Odisha, Maharashtra, Telengana and 
Andhra Pradesh.

• Incidents of violence have come down from the 
highest level of 2,258 in 2009 to 509 in 2021.

• The death rate due to violence has come down 
by 85%.

Government policy:
• “zero tolerance” for terrorism and left-wing ex-

tremism
• For the first time, permanent camps of securi-

ty forces have been established by successfully 
evacuating Maoists

• Increased allocation of funds and latest equip-
ment

• Soft policing: Winning the trust of locals to shun 
violence

POPULAR FRONT OF INDIA

Context: 
As many as 100 people linked to the Popular Front of 
India have been arrested following searches by the Na-
tional Investigation Agency in connection with anti-ter-
ror activities.
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The Popular Front of India (PFI) is an Islamic nonprofit 
organization in India. It was formed in 2007 as a succes-
sor to National Development Front (NDF).

• It describes itself as a “neo-social movement 
which strives for the empowerment of margin-
alised sections of India” 

However, it has been linked to violence, radicalisation 
and allegations of money laundering.
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Our founder & director, Vinay Sir, with 120 toppers of UPSC CSE-2021 
at the Felicitation Ceremony conducted at Bengaluru.

Have you subscribed to our podcast channel yet?  
Join us every week & listen to stories that will 

reignite your imagination & inspire meaningful actions!
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