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InsightsIAS PSIR Test series student  
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a great deal in improving the structure and content of my 
answer. The questions were diverse, including elements of 
theory interlinked with current affairs. Nikhil Sir also 
gave detailed explanations of areas where I could 
improve.  
Best wishes to aspirants. 
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Socialism in the Era of Globalization 
Syllabus: PSIR Paper 1A: Ideologies, Socialism 

 
 

Towards the end of the 20th century, more specifically in the decade of the eighties, the 
process of centralization led to gigantic levels of accumulation of capital. Currently, the 
turnover in the global financial transactions is estimated to be over $400 trillion, or, nearly 
60 times the annual global trade in goods and services estimated to be around $ 7 trillion. 

This huge accumulated finance capital required absolutely no restrictions on its global 
movement in search of predatory speculative profits. This created conditions which required 
the removal of all restrictions on the movement of this industrial capital in search of super 
profits.  

Thus, the laws of capitalist development by themselves created the objective conditions for 
the current phase of globalization whose essential purpose is to break down all barriers for 
the movement of capital and to dovetail the economies of the developing countries to the 
super profit earning drive of multinational corporations.  

This is sought to be achieved by the global trimoorti, viz, IMF, the World Bank and the WTO. 
The objective that clearly emerges is one of seeking the economic decolonization of the 
developing countries or the third world. 

Thus, under globalization, what we are witnessing today is an effort towards the economic 
decolonization of the third world and simultaneously a world that is sought to be dictated 
and ruled upon by US-led imperialism. 

While these are the objectives that imperialism seeks to achieve, certain other features of 
globalization need to be noted.  

These are important to underline the fact that for the bulk of humanity, globalization 
means nothing else, but greater misery and exploitation.  

 First, globalization is accompanied by the utilization of vastly growing scientific and 
technological advances not for the benefit of the vast masses of humanity but for 
strengthening the rapacious plunder for greater profits.  
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o This led replacement of human beings by machines. The net result is, while 
moderate growth is achieved, it is done without generating employment and, 
in fact, reducing its future potential. This is the phenomenon of "jobless 
growth".  

o According to the International Labor Organization, while 12 crores people 
were officially registered as unemployed at the turn of the century, there 
were an additional 70 crores who were underemployed.  

 Secondly, this phase of globalization is accompanied by sharp widening of 
inequalities. This is true for both between the developed and the developing countries 
and between the rich and the poor in all countries. This is starkly illustrated by the fact 
that the combined assets of 358 billionaires in the world is greater than the combined 
annual GDP of countries constituting 45 per cent of the world's population, or, 230 
crores people. 

 Globalization led to free market economy all over the world.  However this is not fool 
proof. There are many instances where excessive greed for profits have led deep crisis. 
For instance,     

o Global financial crisis in 2008 due to sub-prime lending in USA.  

o The unsustainability of the present phase of globalization began to be noted 
when major financial crisis shattered the so-called Asian Tigers.  

 

Socialism in the 20th century and challenges it faced and adaptation to the changes 

The creation of the Soviet Union marked the first advance in human history of the 
establishment of a society free from class exploitation. The victory over fascism provided the 
decisive impetus to the process of de-colonialization that saw the liberation of countries from 
colonial exploitation.  For instance,  

 The Chinese revolution,  

 The heroic Vietnamese people's struggle,  

 The Korean people's struggle and  

 The Cuban revolution  

These movements have made a tremendous influence on world developments. 

 The achievements of the socialist countries -- the eradication of poverty and illiteracy, 
the elimination of unemployment, the vast network of social security in the fields of 
education, health, housing, etc. -- provided a powerful impetus to the working people 
all over the world in their struggles. 

 World capitalism met this challenge to its order, partly by adopting welfare measures 
and granting rights that it never conceded to the working people before.  
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 The entire conception of a welfare state and the social security network created in the 
post-second world war capitalist countries was a result of the struggles of the working 
people in these countries inspired by the achievements of socialism.  

Reverses to Socialism 

 

Sitaram Yechury Marxist leader has identified following reasons for the reversal of 
Socialism 

He argues, despite such tremendous advances, that too under the most exacting of 
circumstances and hostile environment, why is it that the mighty USSR could not consolidate 
and sustain the socialist order? 

There were, generally speaking, two areas where wrong understanding and consequent 
errors were committed.  

 The first pertains to the nature of assessments of contemporary world realities and 
about the very concept of socialism.  

 The second concerns the practical problems confronted during the period of socialist 
construction. 

Shortcomings in Nature of assessments of contemporary world realities and about the very 
concept of socialism. 

 The socialist overestimated of the strength of socialism and the underestimation of 
the strength of capitalism did not permit an objective analysis and consequently the 
proper assessment of the emerging world situation. 

 Further, socialism was perceived as a linear progression. Once socialism was achieved, 
it was erroneously thought that the future course was a straight line without any 
obstacles till the attainment of a classless, Communist society.  

 However experience has also confirmed that socialism is the period of transition or, as 
Marx said, the first stage of the Communism -- the period between a class-divided 
exploitative capitalist order and the classless Communist order.  

 This period of transition, therefore, by definition implies, not the elimination of class 
conflicts but its intensification, with world capitalism trying to regain its lost territory.  

 This period, therefore, was bound to be a protracted and complex one with many a 
twist and turn and many a zigzag.  



   News2Notes    PSIR  

 
NIKHIL K GOWDA InsightsIAS PSIR Faculty   5 
 

Thus the overestimation of socialism had created a situation where the problems confronting 
the socialist countries were ignored as well as the advances and consolidation of world 
capitalism. 

Major shortcomings in socialist construction 

In the process of socialist construction, there were essentially four areas where major 
shortcomings occurred. 

 One size fits all approach of Class character of the state:  

o The first of these areas is regarding the class character of the state under 
socialism. The dictatorship of the overwhelming majority over a minority of 
former exploiting classes, i.e., the dictatorship of the proletariat as opposed to 
the dictatorship of the bourgeoisie, which is that of a minority over the 
overwhelming majority, is the character of the state under socialism. 

o However, the forms of this class rule need to keep developing as socialism 
advances through various phases. The forms necessarily need not be in the 
form of civil war and violent overthrown of the state.  The same form need 
not be applicable uniformly to all socialist countries. The form will be 
determined by the historical background and the concrete socio-economic 
conditions in those countries. 

o Lenin had clearly stated in the State and Revolution that as the forms of 
bourgeois states are varied, the period of transition from capitalism to 
Communism "certainly cannot but yield a great abundance and variety of 
political forms". But he goes on to underline that the forms may be different 
but the essence will inevitably be the dictatorship of the proletariat.  

 For instance, Czechoslovakia had Communists elected to its Parliament 
in multi-party system before the revolution. The prohibition of multi-
party system under socialism was seen by many as a regression. This 
contributed, as well, to the alienation of the people and growing 
discontent. 

 Socialist democracy:  

o Democracy under socialism needs to be deeper and richer than under 
capitalism. Socialism must provide both the right and the capacity to the people 
to exercise that right. 

o However, in the process of socialist construction in many countries, two types 
of shortcomings occurred.  

 Dictatorship of the vanguard of the class:  The dictatorship of the class 
over a period of time was replaced by the dictatorship of the vanguard 
of the class, i.e., the Party. This over time was replaced by the 
leadership of the Party.  
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 This was done through a by diktats instead of convincing the majority of 
the people who are not members of the Party Unfortunately, this, 
naturally, strengthened the sense of alienation amongst the people. 

 Democratic centralism:  

o The process of implementation of democratic centralism, inner-Party 
democracy. This led to the growth of bureaucratism which is the very 
antithesis of democracy. Tendencies alien to socialism, such as, corruption and 
nepotism also surfaced.  

 Socialist economic construction: 

o  Non effective usage of resources. For instance, once all available land for 
agricultural production is utilized, then any further increases in production can 
happen only through increases in productivity. If such change is not affected in 
time, then problems arise. This is precisely what happened in the USSR in the 
seventies and the eighties. 

 Neglect of ideological consciousness:  

o  Socialism can be sustained and developed only by the growing collective 
consciousness of the people which, in turn, cannot be reared without the 
ideological steadfastness of the ruling Communist Party. 

Due to these shortcomings, a situation arose where counter revolutionary forces, both 
external and internal, acted in concert to dismantle socialism. 

These reverses to socialism, therefore, have occurred not because of any inadequacies in 
the basic postulates of Marxism-Leninism. On the contrary, they have occurred primarily 
due to departures from the scientific and revolutionary content of Marxism-Leninism;  

 

Adaptation of Socialism to Changing times 

 Socialism in China have made changes and adapted to the changing times.  This 
adaptions or modification can be termed as Socialism with Chinese character. 

 China started its reforms in late 1970’s.  It opened its economy to the world in contrast 
to the state led socialist economy.  Does this mean that Communist China has 
succumbed to the capitalist West? 

 Superficial reading of Marxist-Leninist socialism will lead to above conclusion.  
However on closer analysis Lenin himself during New Economic Policy (NEP) has 
answered about the same.  He says “It means that, to a certain extent, we are re-
creating capitalism. We are doing this quite openly. It is state capitalism”. 

 He uses the term “State Capitalism” the capital is controlled by state and used for the 
benefit of the working class. To a certain extent, what we find in the post-reform 
socialist China is, a reflection of the theoretical positions Lenin had taken regarding 
state capitalism during the NEP period.  
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 The CPI (M) at its 14th Congress noted in its Ideological Resolution: "It would be 
erroneous to conclude that under socialism the market will cease to exist. What is 
sought to be created in China is a commodity market economy under the control of 
the socialist state where public ownership of the means of production will remain 
the mainstay 

 In the second stage, or the advanced stage of communism, when the economy is 
highly developed and there is overwhelming material abundance, we shall be able to 
apply the principle of from each according to his ability, to each according to his 
needs.  

Comeback of Socialism? 

 

Binoy Viswam leader of Communist Party of India argues, 

 The ongoing global crisis caused by the COVID-19 pandemic has raised fundamental 
questions regarding globalization and claims of its invincibility. 

 Various groups of people have started thinking about alternatives and are asking, “Will 
socialism come back?”  

 The “trickle-down theory” that justified the accumulation of unequal wealth has been 
rendered hollow. Faced with the unprecedented human distress brought on by COVID-
19, the market has been crippled. 

 The crisis has unveiled the acute insufficiency of the much-celebrated welfare schemes 
invented by the welfare state concept of capitalism itself.  

 The COVID-19 pandemic and the severe blow it has caused to the global economy 
reveal the inevitable contradictions that have existed within the system. 

 United States the most developed nation in the world and free market economy 
faced with acute shortage of the most basic safety equipment and essential drugs. 
Many of them lost their lives because of the lack of protective equipment. 

 These were the results of neo-liberal economic policies, where market in the name of 
efficiency had shifted the essential commodities manufacturing to third world nations 
where the factors of economy is less thus leading to shortage during the crisis 

 In 1998, when George Soros published his book The Crisis of Global Capitalism His 
anguish was that global capitalism was moving rapidly towards market 
fundamentalism 
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 The unbridled greed for super profits by the super-rich has caused the biggest ever 
crisis in the “era of globalization”. 

 The socialist country like Cuba underlined the difference between two systems: one 
of market-controlled economy and social structure and the other of state-regulated 
economy and social values.  Cuban government invested in health and healthcare 
sector there is regulated by government.  Thus they were better equipped to face 
the pandemic. 

 Similarly in Kerala rose to world attention because of its glowing achievements in the 
fight against COVID.  

 Kerala has been under communist rule since 1957. The governmental role in vital 
areas such as health, education and social security. Attainment of complete literacy, 
opening up of primary health centers in all villages, and adoption of multiple social 
welfare measures to support the poor, and so on, laid a strong foundation for Kerala’s 
growth.  

 Local self-governments in the State are the proof of comprehensive, decentralized 
governance at the grassroots level. These factors together provided a strong 
foundation for the current government to work out the best performing model that 
the whole world appreciates. 

Future is Socialism 

The recent years have seen growing global protest against globalization as well as against 
US military interventions in pursuit of its efforts to strengthen its global hegemony. The global 
protests ranging from Seattle to Genoa; the international calls by trade union organizations 
for anti-WTO protest; the increasing participation in the World Social Forum (WSF); the 
struggles and joint resistance in many third world countries etc. have characterized this 
period. Newer forms of struggles are also emerging. 

The objective conditions open up possibilities which the Communists can utilize in 
strengthening the popular movement for ending a system based on exploitation of man by 
man. 

 The responsibility of strengthening the subjective factor -- the revolutionary ideological 
struggle led by the working class, uniting other exploited classes and its decisive 
intervention under the leadership of a party wedded to Marxism-Leninism. It is imperative 
to utilize the objective situation and intervene to advance the movement for social 
emancipation. 

Sources:   

https://frontline.thehindu.com/cover-story/article31510435.ece 

https://cpim.org/content/socialism-era-globalisation 
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Women Are Not Born. They’re made! 
Syllabus: PSIR Paper 1A: Ideologies, Feminism 

 

Simon de Beauvoir’s famous French Feminist in her book “The Second Sex”, had made a 
famous statement “One is not born, but rather becomes, a woman”.  

She argues, Femininity does not arise from differences in biology, psychology, or intellect. 
Rather, femininity is a construction of civilization, a reflection not of “essential” differences 
in men and women but of differences in their situation.   

Woman is not born fully formed; she is gradually shaped by her upbringing. Biology does not 
determine what makes a woman a woman—a woman learns her role from man and others 
in society. 

De Beauvoir argues that historical events have led to women being subjected as weaker by 
the stronger, a role taken on by men which can be traced back to the work of Thomas 
Aquinas in which he referred to women as imperfect men based on a false inspection of 
anatomy. 

As a result; “humanity is male and man defines woman not in herself but as relative to him”. 

 

Linguist Jacques Lacan argues that gender and sexual identity are learned through 
identification and language. Language acts, as a symbolic order whereby rules are 
conveyed, reinforcing laws around sexual organization that children eventually submit to in 
order to belong in society. 

This concurs with de Beauvoir's conjecture that one becomes a woman after birth, 
by submitting to language rules which construct our identity.  
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Similar argument has been made by Monique Wittig who noted that a person cannot be 
signified without the mark of gender within language. She argues that we take our biology 
to be the cause of our oppression; however, this cause of oppression is only the mark imposed 
on us by our oppressor – men. 

In a linguistic study, researchers created a list of twenty-four objects which had opposite 
genders in Spanish and German, and asked the different participants to generate three 
adjectives for each item on the list.  

Across the board, gender influenced the participants judgments for example, when 
discussing a bridge, Spanish speakers will describe them with masculine words such as 
strong whereas German speakers will use more feminine terms, consequently changing not 
just how the object is perceived but assumptions how it functions due to the assigned gender 

 

Michel Foucault who, when examining sexuality in the nineteenth century, argued that 
definitions of sex and gender have changed over time.  

Foucault argues this repression is the link between power, knowledge and 
sexuality whereby sex is condemned to non-existence because it upsets the established 
law, created by those with power: men. As a result, definitions of sexuality are shaped by 
power-knowledge discourses, defined by those who do the speaking, thus holding positions 
of power.   

For instance, Rape laws, Abortion laws are all shaped by power-knowledge relations. 

 

The power-knowledge discourse around sexuality can be evidenced in the work of bell hooks 
who demonstrates how it has provided an analogue for processes of colonization.  
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She argues that sexuality was used by colonialists as a force to subvert power 
relations, utilizing images of black men as rapists to maintain racist domination by implying 
that black men must be controlled.  (Example of intersectionality) 

 

Similarly Dorothy Roberts helps to elaborate on this by arguing that black women's bodies 
are still regulated due to powerful stereotypes, created from the power-knowledge 
discourses. 

 At the time, colonists argued that black bodies were inherently vulgar and that black 
women were diametrically opposed to the prevailing vision of true women, placing white 
women on a pedestal whilst justifying oppression and establishing white supremacy 
(Example of intersectionality) 

With LGBTQ movement, even sexual identity is not fixed.  Tran’s scholars argue that sex is 
what we identify ourselves and not the one that is assigned at birth 

The social and cultural conditioning: 

It’s so strange that many generations together, the women are taught the practices like the 
place of wife is at the feet of her husband, the good of husband is the actual good for wife, 
women’s prime responsibility is household chores, women’s should be religious more than 
the men and making rule-books in the name of customs to curb all possible way the women 
could flourish!  

 The girls (and also boys) even are made to believe (if needed, forcefully) their position is 
always after the men/boys. Since childhood, they are never taught that they are equal to men 
in all possibilities and all responsibilities have to be equally shared and vice versa. 

Situation in present context: 

Yes, today, we don’t have the custom of burning sati and all other extreme brutal practices 
against women nor we necessarily need to follow the customs like fasting. The strengths of 
the customs have slackened. Today’s women, mostly, are exempted from all these and enjoy 
much higher freedom that the women of previous generations could ever think of. 

Although the situation has improved it is still far from giving women equal rights and freedom 
to women in 21st century.  Even today female labor participation is very less compared to men. 
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For instance in India Female labor participation is 16% and it has worsened during pandemic. 
Glass ceiling at workplace is another problem. Wage gap is ever increasing.  

Even today females in upper middle class and well to do families do not encourage women 
to work.  The daily soaps on television portray women as “Adarsh Bahu (Daughter-in-law)” 
rather than empowered women that has further increased the social conditioning in the 
society. 

 The data of a study that shows that girls as young as 8–16 years, with their parents’ 
encouragement & money, start manicure, hair styling, laser surgery and even breast implants. 
It shows two things, (a dangerous trend) — the kids (girls) are losing their childhood. Since 
childhood they are busy in looking good.  

Even today the parents give the dolls, cooking utensils so that the girls can play child rearing, 
cooking, and kitchen work respectively and so on. This has led to existential crisis for 
women, and hindered to utilize their full potential. 

We’re so obsessed in making our girls look good, that we often forget to raise them as 
themselves and as the women they are meant to be or they want to be!  

We must conclude that de Beauvoir was a pioneer of the time and agree with the statement 
that gender is socially constructed.  

However, even when we take de Beauvoir’s historical position into consideration, I believe 
that her statement does not go far enough to encompass the aims of a truly intersectional 
feminist movement.  

We can see that both sex and gender are socially constructed, imposed on us due to power-
knowledge discourse. Such a realization would not have been possible without 
the de Beauvoir’s original consolidation.   

Quotes for your note: 

 

 

 

 

 

Sources: https://medium.com/@shatomitasudipptoghosh/women-are-not-born-theyre-
made-3d9b0f4c4238 

https://www.torch.ox.ac.uk/article/one-is-not-born-but-becomes-a-woman  

It’s impossible to think about the welfare of the world unless 
the condition of women is improved. It’s impossible for a 

bird to fly on only one wing! 

Swami Vivekananda 
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PAPER- I-B: Indian Government and Politics  
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Culture of Freebies 
Syllabus: GS 2; PSIR: Paper 1-B 

CONTEXT 

 With the poll season round the corner, political parties are busy planning to lure the 
electorate with their promises which also include freebies. 

 Over the years the politics of freebies has become an integral part of the electoral battles 
and the scenario is no different in the forthcoming assembly polls in five states. 

 There are arguments both in favour and against this practice.  

FREEBIE POLITICS IN INDIA: A BACKGROUNDER 

 The term Freebies is not new; rather it is a prevalent culture in Indian politics (in the 
name of socialism).   

 The political parties are always trying to outdo each other in luring the Indian voters with 
assorted freebies. 

 From free water to free smartphones the Indian politicians promise everything to attract 
prospective voters in favour. 

 This trend has gained more momentum in the recent times with the political parties being 
innovative in their offerings as the ‘traditional free water and electricity’ is no longer 
sufficient as election goodies. 

EXAMPLES OF FREEBIES 

 Promise of Rs 15 lakh in our bank accounts  
 Free TV, Laptops 
 Free electricity 
 Loan waivers 
 Offering free public transport ride to all women in Delhi 

WHAT IS THE POSITIVE SIDE OF FREEBIES IN INDIA? 

 Foundation for Welfare Schemes: Freebies not only include unviable pre-election 
promises but also a number of services that the government provides to meet its 
constitutional obligations (Directive Principles of State Policy) towards citizens like Public 
Distribution System (PDS) , Free Covid Vaccine and Mahatma Gandhi National Rural 
Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA). 

o The 'Mid-day Meal Scheme' was first introduced in 1956 by Tamil Nadu's Chief 
Minister K. Kamaraj and then it was adopted as a national programme a decade 
later. 
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o NT Rama Rao's promise of rice at Rs. 2 per kg in Andhra Pradesh is the original 
avatar of the current day National Food Security Programme. 

o Rythu Bandhu of Telangana and Kalia of Odisha were forerunners of what is 
now Kisan Samman Nidhi. 

 Upliftment of Lower Class: As the states with comparatively lower levels of 
development have a greater percentage of their population living in poverty, 
such freebies become more useful for upliftment of lower strata in these states. 

WHAT ARE THE NEGATIVE IMPACTS OF FREEBIES? 

 Drain on Public Spending: Most of the times, freebies ultimately lead to an excessive 
and unnecessary drain on public spending, and adds economic burden on states as 
most Indian states suffer from a poor financial condition and have limited revenue 
resources. 

 Revdi (Freebies) for One, Disaster for Other: As a result of reducing prices for consumers 
beneficiaries, the government overcharge industrial and commercial contracts in order 
to maintain the internal fiscal balance. Subsequently the competitiveness of growing 
industries is reduced, which results in slower industrial growth and commercial price 
hike. 

o Therefore, it is not how cheap the freebies are for the beneficiaries, but how 
expensive they are for the economy, life quality and social cohesion in the long run. 

 Increased Fiscal Deficit: Subsidies and freebies creates pressure on government 
revenues, leading to an increased fiscal deficit and increased interest payments. 

 Distort Informed Decision Making of Voters: Unregulated populism by offering and 
distributing 'irrational freebies' during election campaigns often create bias in the 
minds of voters, specially the unprivileged class as they are easily swayed by 
freebies and impact the informed decision making to choose their representative. 

 Temporary Nature: Freebies sometimes suffer negative transitions from universal, then 
optional, then a halfway house through surcharges, these promises are only valid till 
incumbents face fiscal constraints and are forced to withdraw benefits. 

 Private Goods- Based Freebies: Freebies on Private goods and services do not lead to 
a tangible social benefit. 

o For example, free distribution of electricity does not provide any collective social 
benefits thus can be contemplated as Private Goods. 

 

WAY FORWARD 
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 Drawing a Line between Welfare and Freebie: Freebies must be understood from an 
economic perspective and connected to taxpayers' money. 

o Differences between subsidy and freebie are also essential since subsidies are 
justified and specially targeted benefits meant to meet specific demands. The 
freebies, on the other hand, are quite different. 

 Clear Rationale and Indication of Funds: Governments and states should have the 
capacity to create subsidy programs to assist the needy, but such programs must provide 
a clear rationale for investing more in basic amenities and have a clear indication of 
the funds to sustain the state's economic health. 

 Voter Awareness: In a democracy, the power to block or allow the march of freebies 
rests with the voters. There is a need for consensus between regulating the irrational 
freebies and making sure voters don't get swayed by the irrational promises. 

o All of this requires eternal vigilance on the part of the voting class. 

 Strengthening Cooperative Federalism: Cooperative federalism will facilitate 
the coordination between the Center and States to look forward to the National 
Development Agenda between the Center and States can reduce the need for 
glorifying and irrational political agendas to some extent and lead to collective growth 
of the nation as a whole. 

 Judicial Intervention: A constructive debate and discussion in parliament is difficult 
since the freebie culture has an impact on every political party, whether directly or 
indirectly. Therefore, judicial involvement is required in order to propose measures. 

o The Supreme Court has recently recommended creating an apex authority to 
provide recommendations on how to regulate gifts given out by political parties. 

 Strengthening ECI Model Code of Conduct: The Election Commission of India can 
anticipate enforcing the Model Code of Conduct For Guidance of Political Parties and 
Candidates effectively to regulate election manifestos in order to prevent the 
manipulation of informed voter behavior. 

 Focus on Skill Development Rather than Freebies: Give a man a fish and you feed him 
for a day, teach a man to fish and you feed him for a lifetime. It is always better to provide 
useful skills to the people than to give them freebies. 

o The subsidies in basic necessities such as giving free education to younger 
children and offering free meals at schools are rather positive approaches. 

o If the political parties go for effective economic policies where the welfare 
schemes have good reach to the targeted population, then infrastructure and 
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development will take care of itself and the people will not require such kinds of 
freebies. 

SOURCE – https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/end-this-asymmetrical-conflict-over-
freebies/article65788247.ece  

https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/amid-freebies-debate-andhra-defends-
welfare-schemes-in-sc-101660935826030.html  

EXPERTS VIEWS  

 

Montek Singh Ahluwalia,  
Former deputy chairman of 
the Planning Commission 

and a former finance 
secretary. 

 

 

• “It is impossible to define a freebie. You cannot rule out 
a scheme based on a definition. This whole issue is a 
matter of serious discussion, especially on how you 
handle fiscal responsibility” 

 

Jean Dreze. 
Indian welfare economist, 
social scientist and activist. 

 
• “Providing something for free may or may not be 

justified, calling it a freebie does not help. Some free 
provisions, like school meals, are extremely valuable. 
Others may be wasteful. They should be judged on their 
own merits, like all subsidies,” 

 

Reetika Khera  
 Indian development 

economist. 

 
• “What is required is Educating public on the possibility 

that Electoral Promises Trivialise Elections or could be 
against the essence of good Democratic Practices.” 
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Parliamentary Supremacy and Judicial Review: Indian 
Perspective 

Syllabus: GS 2; PSIR: Salient Features of the Indian Constitution 

CONTEXT 

The doctrine of parliamentary sovereignty is associated with the British Parliament, whereas 
the principle of judicial supremacy is associated with the American Supreme Court. 

WHAT IS PARLIAMENTARY SOVEREIGNTY? 

 Parliamentary sovereignty means the supremacy of the legislature, i.e., parliament over 
all other government bodies, including the executive and the judiciary. 

 However, in India, Parliament sovereignty is not there but rather there is constitutional 
sovereignty. 

WHAT IS JUDICIAL REVIEW? 

 The judicial review entails the power of the judiciary to review legislative and judicial 
actions, thereby enshrining the principle of Rule of Law and upholding the separation of 
powers principle at the grassroots level. 

 A judicial review is a powerful tool for reining in public bodies and holding them 
accountable when their decisions or policies exceed the powers granted by the 
Constitution. 

 It maintains effective checks and balances by limiting arbitrary, irrational, or unjust acts 
taken on behalf of the Executive and the Legislature. 

 In India, the Supreme Court has the authority to exercise judicial review under Article 13 
(2). 

 Judicial review in India consists of three aspects: 
o of legislative action 
o of administrative action 
o Of judicial decisions. 

 According to the Supreme Court, judicial review is a fundamental feature of the 
Constitution. 

 As a result, the power of judicial review by courts is not subject to change and has 
effectively been removed from the realm of Parliament's power to amend or abridge. 

 The judiciary has vowed to give the legislature a "hands-off" order. 
 In exercising its judicial review power, the court would vigorously protect human rights, 

fundamental rights, and citizens' rights to life and liberty. 

SYNTHESIS OF PARLIAMENTARY SOVEREIGNTY AND JUDICIAL SUPREMACY - INDIA'S 
CONTEXT 
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 The scope of judicial review power of the Supreme Court in India is narrower than that 
of the US, just as the Indian parliamentary system differs from the British system. 

 This is because the American Constitution guarantees 'due process of law,' as opposed to 
the Indian Constitution's guarantee of 'procedure established by law' (Article 21). 

 The Indian Constitution's framers preferred a proper synthesis of the British principle of 
parliamentary sovereignty and the American principle of judicial supremacy. 

 As a mixed political system, India has backed a completely unique politico-constitutional 
arrangement known as parliamentary federalism, which has no precedent in the history 
of constitution development. 

 The Supreme Court, on one hand, has the power of judicial review to declare 
parliamentary laws unconstitutional. 

 The Parliament, on the other hand, can amend the major portion of the Constitution 
through its constituent power under Article 368. 

 Our constitution vests legislative sovereignty in the legislature and the Supreme Court 
with judicial review authority. 

 The 42nd Amendment Act of 1976 tainted this delicate balance by inserting Articles 
31(D), 32(A), 131(A), 144(A), 226(A), 228(A), 323(A-B), and 329. (A). 

 However, the Janata government corrected this imbalance in 1977 with the 43rd and 44th 
amendments, which repealed all of the preceding articles except 323. (A-B). 

 In the Keshavananda Bharti case in 1973, the Supreme Court gained much ground for 
judicial review by inventing a new doctrine known as "the basic structure." 

 Under the Constitution, the legislature, executive, and judiciary are to exercise their 
powers with checks and balances, but not in watertight rigid mold. 

SIGNIFICANCE 

 The Constitution of India is supreme, and the powers of the Parliament are limited within 
the four walls established by the Constitution. 

 Still, it provides for striking a balance between the various pillars without any 
encroachment on each other's area and providing effective governance. 

 The power of judicial review is a necessary corollary of fundamental rights; otherwise 
enshrining individual rights as fundamental in a constitution is meaningless if they are not 
enforceable in courts of law against the state. 

 The conflict for the thrust of supremacy between the Parliament and Supreme Court 
cannot be disregarded as this conflict resulted in the evolution of many prominent and 
prodigious doctrines such as: 

o The doctrine of Basic Structure, the essence of the word 'law' under Article 21 i.e., 
the due process of law, etc. 
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 Article 13 states that states must not pass laws that are inconsistent with Part III of the 
constitution and violate Fundamental Rights. 

o Thus, the article provides a judicial review of pre-constitutional and post-
constitutional laws, providing a synchronizing approach to the constitution's 
provisions. to 

 Article 368 of the Constitution provides for amendments to the Constitution, which 
require of the introduction of such a bill in either house of Parliament by majority of total 
members. 

 It must then be presented to the President, who must give his approval. 
o In some cases, such or as Articles 54, 55, 73, 162, or 241, state representation in 

the 
o Parliament requires ratification by at least half of the states. 

LIMITATIONS 

 The supporters of complete judicial independence argue that democracy cannot succeed 
in the absence of an impartial, independent, and supreme judiciary. 

 As per the supporters of parliamentary supremacy, the concept of judicial supremacy 
which is conveyed in the form of judicial review, is discordant with a democratic 
government. 

 The legislature is regularly repealing and amending previous laws, as well as enacting new 
ones. 

 The judiciary is also doing its part by declaring certain laws or parts of laws 
unconstitutional. 

 There is misperception and instability all the time. A sort of enmity and competition has 
on going between the two most important organs of the government. 

 The constitution rules supreme in India. Parliament's powers are defined and limited by 
the constitution. 

 Because of India's federal system, there is a division of powers between the Union and 
the states. Parliament cannot pass legislation on subjects on the state list. 

 Also, since the constitution is supreme, any law enacted by parliament is subject to being 
declared "Ultra vires" by the Supreme Court. 

 Only laws that are consistent with the provisions of the constitution may be enacted by 
Parliament. As a result, the supremacy of the constitution limits the powers of 
parliament. 

 

SOME EXAMPLES 
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 In the verdict of the Supreme Court on the 99th Constitution Amendment Act and the 
National Judicial Appointments Commission (NJAC). 

o The Supreme Court declared them to be ultra vires. 
o This is an example of when a parliamentary act is overturned as unconstitutional 

on the principle of judicial review. 
 According to the Supreme Court's decision on the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes 

(Prevention of Atrocities) Act 1989: 
o The Parliament enacted Section 18A in the said Act which virtually circumvents the 

diktat of the judgment passed by the Supreme Court. 
o These are the challenges which 'judicial review' keeps on facing. 

CONCLUSION 

 Both the legislature and the judiciary should not exceed their constitutionally defined 
limits in order to maintain harmony between the legislature and the judiciary. 

 For democracy to triumph, both parties must work together with the common good of 
the people in mind. 

SOURCE – https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/blogs/les-avis/parliamentary-supermacy-
and-judicial-review-indian-perspective/  

EXPERTS VIEWS  

 

Rajesh Bindal   
Chief Justice ( High 

Court.) 

• “In India, Parliamentary Powers derive their mandate from the 
Constitution and parliament has no unfettered or arbitrary 
jurisdiction to override the constitution. The question is not of 
Parliamentary Supremacy or Judicial Supremacy, rather the 
question is of striking the balance between the two so as to have 
a democratic set up where the public interests are not violated” 

 

 

R.S. Kalha 

Former secretary 

 
• “Parliamentary Sovereignty is often conceptualized as the 

opposite of judicial supremacy, and the struggle for democratic 
legitimacy with respect to human rights as a perennial tug-of-
war" 

 



   News2Notes    PSIR  

 
NIKHIL K GOWDA InsightsIAS PSIR Faculty   23 
 

 

PAPER-II-A: Comparative Politics and International 
Relations 
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United Nations reforms 
Syllabus: GS 2; PSIR: United Nations 

 
 

The United Nations (UN) is an international organization founded in 1945. It is currently 
made up of 193 Member States. 

Its mission and work guided by the purposes and principles contained in its founding Charter 
and implemented by its various organs and specialized agencies. 

Its activities include maintaining international peace and security, protecting human rights, 
delivering humanitarian aid, promoting sustainable development and upholding 
international law. 

The main organs of the UN are 

1. the General Assembly, 
2. the Security Council, 
3. the Economic and Social Council, 
4. the Trusteeship Council, 
5. the International Court of Justice, 
6. The UN Secretariat. 

All the 6 were established in 1945 when the UN was founded. 

UN has been undergoing changes with accordance with change in time.  Due to its sheer size 
and myriad of fields that it engages there is call for reforms in UN in various aspects.  Some 
of them are mentioned below 

 Restructuring the permanent membership of the UN Security Council (UNSC) 

 Increasing UN secretariat transparency, accountability and efficiency 

 Financial reform, calling for diversity and democracy through the implementation of a 
representative voting system in the General Assembly (UNGA) 

 Reforming the human rights petition system. 

 Slow and unresponsive service delivery owing to a fragmented and weak 
management structure.  
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 The prevalent trust deficit among member states and UN staff. 

  Inadequate resources and ineffective implementation of mandates.  

 Fragmentation and bureaucratization of the UN system, which causes gaps, 
duplication of work, and resource drainage.  

The focus is on prevention and on increasing collaboration within and among the three UN 
pillars (development, human rights, peace and security), including through stronger 
integrated planning and risk management capacities and simplified procedures. 

In order to fix these issues, Secretary General Antonio Guterres has proposed following 
reforms to UN system under three pillars namely Development, Security and peace and 
Management.  

 

He places Sustainable Development Goals (SDG’s) at the heart of UN reforms.  These 
reforms will have profound positive impact on achievement of SDG’s. 

Development Pillar Reform 

UN development system needs to move towards better cross-pillar support, building on 
existing frameworks, commitments and structures that cut across silos, and towards more 
joint risk analysis and joined-up planning, policy advice, monitoring and reporting. 

Secretary General has proposed seven reforms to this pillar.  They are, 

1. A new generation of UN country teams (UNCT), to be demand-driven, skilled, and 
tailored to meet country-specific priorities  

2. A reinvigorated resident coordinator (RC) system, emphasizing sustainable 
development The RC system aims to bring together the various UN development 
system (UNDS) entities to improve the impact, efficiency and effectiveness of the UN's 
operational activities for development at country level.  

3. A coordinated and restructured regional approach to support work in the field more 
effectively 

4. A renewed space for UN member states to ensure coherent, transparent and 
accountable results underpinned by system-wide evaluations  

5. A stronger UN institutional response and system-wide approach to partnerships for 
the 2030 Agenda  
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6. A funding compact to bring better quality, quantity and predictability of resources 
coupled with increased transparency to deliver on the 2030 Agenda 

a. Secretary-General is committing the UN to enhancing transparency on financial 
data. 

b. He calls on Member States to, over the next five years: increase the share of 
core resources across the system from 21.7% to at least 30%. 

c. ‘Joint Fund for the 2030 Agenda’ by UNDG aims at reaching “significant scale” 
to support RCs and UNCTs in accelerating progress towards the SDGs. 

7. Necessary concrete steps to accelerate the alignment of the development system with 
the 2030 Agenda 

Peace and Security Pillar Reform 

Secretary-General’s in his report titled, ‘Restructuring of the United Nations peace and 
security pillar,’ has proposed following reforms. 

Five areas of peace and security reform  

1. Creation of a department of Political and Peace building Affairs and a department of 
Peace Operations. 

2. Establishment of a single political-operational structure under Assistant Secretaries-
General with regional responsibilities, reporting to the Under-Secretaries-General for 
Political and Peace building Affairs and for Peace Operations 

3. Establishment of a Standing Principals Group of the Secretary General and the Under- 
Secretaries-General for Political and Peace building Affairs and for Peace Operations  

4. Enhancement of certain priority areas to ensure coherence and coordination across 
the peace and security pillar  

5. Introduction of several non-structural changes in the way the peace and security pillar 
works 

The Department of Political and Peace building Affairs would combine the strategic, political 
and operational responsibilities of the Department of Political Affairs and the peace building 
responsibilities of the Peace building Support Office 

Department of Political and Peace building Affairs would act as a “hinge” between the peace 
and security pillar and the UN development system and humanitarian actors 

The Department of Peace Operations (DPO) will serve as an integrated 'centre of excellence' 
for UN peace operations. The department will be responsible for preventing, responding to 
and managing international conflict. 
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New department will be in charge of developing political, security and integrated strategies 
that will lead to an integrated analysis and overall planning of peace operations. 

Management Reform 

Secretary-General notes in his report titled, ‘Shifting the management paradigm in the 
United Nations has proposed following reforms. 

 Decentralize by bringing decision making closer to the point of delivery. 

 Ensure greater accountability and transparency. 

 Reduce duplicative structures and overlapping mandates; and reform the planning 
and budgetary processes. In this regard UNGA approved the proposal to change the 
UN budget cycle from a biennial to an annual budget period. 

 The establishment of two new departments, the Department of Management, 
Strategy, Policy and Compliance as well as the Department of Operational Support, 
would eliminate overlaps, and improve the speed and responsiveness of service 
delivery. 

UN management, aim to increase the UN system’s impact on the ground. To that end, the 
proposals emphasize the use of custom rather than standard responses to countries’ needs, 
and focus on creating a more effective institutional structure, to minimize duplication and 
gaps in the UN’s work, while increasing its accountability. 

 

Steps taken by UN to reform itself 

Based on proposals made by Secretary General the following reforms are underway from 1st 
January 2019. 

Development pillar 

 Development reform is about placing sustainable development “at the heart” of the 
UN.  It is “best tool for preventing conflict and building a future of peace.” 

 Resident Coordinator (RC) system is moved from the UN Development Programme 
(UNDP) to the UN Secretariat. 

 Together with UNDP and the Development Operations Coordination Office (DOCO), 
worked “hand in hand” in 2018 to ensure a “smooth shift.” 

 Guterres told Member States that, at the country level, they can expect a strengthened 
interface with the UN Country Teams (UNCTs), led by “full-time, empowered” RCs 

Peace and Security 
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 Peace and security track saw the launch of two departments, the Department of 
Political and Peace building Affairs (DPPA) and the Department of Peace Operations 
(DPO) 

 DPPA combines the strategic, political and operational responsibilities of the former 
Department of Political Affairs and the peace building responsibilities of the Peace 
building Support Office. 

 The new departments are expected to adopt a more integrated approach and share a 
single regional political-operational structure, which will provide coherent guidance 
for mission and non-mission settings. 

 Enable a greater integration within the peace and security pillar, as well as greater 
alignment with the UN’s development and human rights pillars 

 

 

Management 

 January 2019 brings the creation of two more new departments: the Department of 
Management Strategy, Policy and Compliance and the Department of Operational 
Support. 

 Abolished a large number of redundant ones and updated many others. It also has 
held approximately 30 workshops and trained more than 1,400 staff. A pilot of the 
new 360- degree performance evaluation system for senior managers was also 
launched, Guterres said. The system is being rolled out in 2019. 

UN has a long way to go in its reforms.  It has to have a piecemeal approach and try to 
convince the super powers both internally within UN and through external pressure to push 
for the UN reform and gain credibility. 

Sources: 

http://sdg.iisd.org/commentary/policy-briefs/an-annotated-guide-to-the-un-secretary-generals-
reform-proposals/ 

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2019/635517/EPRS_BRI(2019)635517_EN.
pdf 

http://sdg.iisd.org/commentary/policy-briefs/new-year-new-united-nations-structural-reforms-
begin/ 
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Previous Year Questions (PYQ’s) 

1. Argue a case for U.N. reform in the context of changing global milieu. 20 
marks (2014) 

2. Has the reform of the economic and social arrangements of the United 
Nations been effective? 20 Marks (2015) 

3. Do you endorse that the United Nations needs major changes in its 
structures and functioning? Suggest the changes for efficient 
improvements. 15 Marks (2016) 

4. Do you agree with the view that despite the limitations in the functioning of 
the UN, it has distinguished and unique achievements to its credit? 15 Marks 
(2017) 

5. Discuss the relevance of UN Security Council Resolution 1325 on the 
security of women in the conflict zone. 20 Marks (2018) 

6. In what way does the predominance of the USA in the UN funding affect its 
decision-making? 10 marks (2019) 

7. Evaluate the role of the International Court of Justice in inter-State 
disputes. 15 marks (2019) 

8. Enumerate the challenges in the operation of the principles related to 
collective security in the UN Charter. 15 Marks (2020) 

9. Discuss the significance and urgency of the UN Security Council reforms. 
Explain the relevance of the reform proposals made by the UN Secretary 
General António Guterres for the developing countries. 20 Marks (2020) 

10. What measures have been taken by UN for its reforms? 10 Marks (2021) 
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PAPER-II-B: India and the World
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China-Taiwan Relations 
Syllabus: GS 2; PSIR: Global Centers of Power 

IN NEWS 

 Recently, the US House Speaker arrived in Taiwan upsetting China while India was keenly 
watching the developments. This visit has raised tension between US and China. 

 

CHINA AND TAIWAN TENSIONS 

 The current round of tensions between China and Taiwan began in 2021 when China 
observed its National Day to mark the birth of the People’s Republic of China (PRC). 

 Coinciding with the 72nd anniversary celebrations, China flew over 100 fighter jets into 
Taiwan’s air defence identification zone, jangling nerves in Taiwan and setting off alarm 
around the world that it was preparing to take over the island by force.  

 Russia’s invasion of Ukraine in 2022, and China’ steadfast support of Russia in the face 
of global criticism has heightened these fears. 

 US-China angle: 
o In 2020, amid worsening US-China relations over Covid and trade, the State 

Department sent its highest-ranking delegation till then to Taipei.  
o During the visit, the Chinese conducted a military exercise in the Taiwan Strait, 

which separates Taiwan from mainland China. 
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TAIWAN RELATION TO CHINA AND THE WORLD 

 Taiwan, earlier known as Formosa, a tiny island off the east coast of China. 
 It is where Chinese republicans of the Kuomintang government retreated after the 1949 

victory of the communists — and it has since continued as the Republic of China (ROC).  
 Location:  

o The island is located in the East China Sea, to the northeast of Hong Kong, north of 
the Philippines and south of South Korea, and southwest of Japan.  

o Thus, what happens in and around Taiwan is of deep concern to all of East Asia. 
 Recognition:  Taiwan sees itself as a de jure sovereign state but it is largely unrecognised 

by other countries 
o Just 15 countries around the world recognise Taiwan. Most are very small, many 

are remote island nations. 
 National Day 

o Taiwan observes October 10 — “double 10” — as its national day; it was on this 
day in 1911 that sections of the Manchu army rose in rebellion, leading ultimately 
to the overthrow of the Qing dynasty and the end of 4,000 years of the monarchy.  

INDIAN POLICY TOWARDS TAIWAN 

 One-China policy: India does not have formal diplomatic ties with Taiwan yet, as it 
follows the One-China policy. 

o After China and Taiwan split in 1949, the One-China policy only recognised 
China and not the existence of Taiwan.  

o However, the US, which also follows One-China policy like India, says it takes no 
position on the status of Taiwan and China and wants them to resolve their 
disputes. 

o While following the One-China policy, India has an office in Taipei for diplomatic 
functions. 

o India-Taipei Association (ITA) is headed by a senior diplomat.  
o Taiwan has the Taipei Economic and Cultural Center (TECC) in New Delhi.  
o Both were established in 1995. 

 2010: During the Chinese premier visit to India in 2010, India did not mention support for 
the One-China policy in the joint communiqué. 

 2014: Indian Prime Minister came to power; he invited Taiwan’s Ambassador along with 
the president of the Central Tibetan Administration to his swearing-in. 

 2017: Parliamentary delegation visits and legislature-level dialogues have stopped since 
2017, around the time the India-China border standoff happened in Doklam. 

 2020: In 2020 after the Galwan clashes India handpicked a diplomat in the Ministry of 
External Affairs to become its envoy in Taipei. 
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 Later in that year, the BJP asked two of its MPs to attend the swearing-in ceremony of 
Taiwan President Tsai Ing-wen through virtual mode. 

 Lee Teng-hui: condoling the death of former Taiwan President Lee Teng-hui, India 
described him as “Mr. Democracy”. 

WHAT IS THE ‘ONE CHINA’ PRINCIPLE? 

 The principle affirms Chinese sovereignty over Taiwan  and is the cornerstone of 
bilateral diplomatic relations between the US and China. 

 Any country that wants to establish political and diplomatic relations with 
China must agree to adhere to this principle and not recognise Taiwan as an 
independent country. 

 Currently, 21 states recognize Taiwan as a sovereign country. 
 In practice, the ‘One China’ principle is a stabilisation mechanism that preserves the 

status quo over Taiwan’s political status while allowing it to function as an 
independent economic, civic and administrative entity. 

 Since 1979, Taiwan has had to negotiate its ‘international living space’ but it has 
largely honoured the ‘One China’ principle. 

 

INDIA–TAIWAN RELATIONS 

 

 Bilateral relations 
o The bilateral relations between India and Taiwan have improved since the 1990s, 

despite both nations not maintaining official diplomatic relations. 
 Commercial ties 

o Both governments have launched efforts to significantly expand bilateral trade and 
investment, especially in the fields of information technology (IT), energy, 
telecommunications and electronics. 

 Cultural exchanges 
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o Buddhism is the most widely practiced religion in Taiwan, usually alongside 
elements of Daoism, and Bollywood films have in recent years gained a reasonably 
popular following, along with other aspects of Indian culture such as yoga, cuisine 
and Indian dance. 

 Trade 
o Taiwan’s relations with India have increased in breadth spanning trade, research 

and academia, as well as depth trade ties, which amounted to $7.5 billion in 2019, 
up from $1 billion in 2000.  

 Taipei Economic and Cultural Center in India (TECC) 
o The Taiwanese government has a representative office namely the Taipei 

Economic and Cultural Center in India (TECC) which oversees the collaboration on 
different fronts like education, tourism, culture, the media, and economic 
development.  

o Taiwan’s increased investments have occurred in the face of cultural challenges, 
bureaucratic hurdles, and pressure on India from domestic producers. 

 Free trade Agreement 
o India has suggested the possibility of a free trade agreement with Taiwan 

although this decision is not without precedent as Taiwan maintains economic 
cooperation agreements (ECAs) with New Zealand and Singapore, both unofficial 
relationships. 

IMPLICATIONS OF THE RISING TENSIONS FOR INDIA 

 With India facing its own problems with China on the LAC, there have been suggestions 
that it should review its One China Policy. 

o It has in any case long stopped reiterating this officially — and use not just the Tibet 
card, but also develops more robust relations with Taiwan to send a message to 
China. 

 India and Taiwan currently maintain “trade and cultural exchange” offices in each other’s 
capitals.  

 New Southbound Policy (NSP): Often lauded as the Tsai administration’s flagship foreign 
policy initiative, the NSP expands the scope of countries covered in the Go South Policy. 

o Through the policy, Taiwan has extended engagement with Australia, New 
Zealand, India, and its five South Asian neighbours.  

Way Forward 

 Long-term approach: Given that India-China relations are not likely to witness a return to 
normalcy in the near future, India should consider adopting a bold, comprehensive and 
long-term approach to engage Taiwan. 
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 QUAD provides a platform for India along with other members to talk about Taiwan. 
 Any eventuality in the Cross-Strait will have an impact on India as well.  
 India should separate bilateral equations from regional issues. 

SOURCE – https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/world/china/seven-decades-of-china-
taiwan-tensions/articleshow/93306296.cms  

EXPERTS VIEWS  

 

Nancy Pelosi 
Speaker of the United 

States House of 
Representatives 

 
 “Strategic ambiguity has long been the U.S. policy toward 

Taiwan – really since the 1950s but certainly from 1979 onward. 
While it does not explicitly commit the U.S. to defending Taiwan 
in every circumstance, it does leaves open the option of 
American defensive support to Taiwan in the event of an 
unprovoked attack by China.” 

 

 

Vikram Misri 
Ambassador of India to 

China 

 “Indian leadership still remains cautious about elevating 
political ties with Taiwan. There have been calls to re-evaluate 
India’s China policy and advance ties with Taiwan. India does not 
have formal diplomatic ties with Taiwan, and the relations are 
managed primarily through unofficial channels. The China factor 
has loomed large over the prospects of setting the right context 
for India-Taiwan relations. While the recent standoff has 
provided a window of opportunity for India to look towards 
Taiwan, there is need for India to devise a long-term strategy 
to engage Taiwan.” 

 

Maria Zakharova 
Director of the Information 

and Press Department of 
the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs of the Russian 

Federation 

 

 Russia “confirms the principle of ‘one China’ and opposes the 
independence of the island in any form.” (“One China” refers 
to the position that mainland China and Taiwan are not two 
separate countries, but instead two governments in 
disagreement over who truly represents China.)” 
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India under Strain across South Asia 
Syllabus: GS 2; PSIR: India and South Asia 

IN CONTEXT 

South Asia is the southern region of Asia, which is defined in both geographical and ethno-
cultural terms. The region consists of the countries of Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, 
India, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan, and Sri Lanka. 

India's vision of regional economic integration in South Asia is based on enhanced intra-
regional trade, investment flows and regional transport and communication links in South 
Asia. South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) and India’s Neighborhood 
First Policy are the two vehicles in this process. 

Although there are common cultural roots, there are a number of cross-sub regional 
challenges like political and economic instability ( srilankan crisis and Afghanistan crisis) , 
high inflation, depleting foreign exchange reserves, and domestic unrest that continue to 
simmer in the South Asian region, which hosts around a quarter of the world's population. 
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CHALLENGES IN SOUTH ASIA 

1. Low Inter-Regional Trade: South Asia’s intra-regional trade is the lowest globally, 
constituting only 5% of the region’s total trade. The current economic integration is just 
one-third of its potential with an annual estimated gap of 23 billion dollars. 

2. External Influence in South Asia: Smaller neighboring countries are quite predictable in 
seeking to balance India's influence through closer relations with external powers, in the 
past this was the US at the moment it is China. 

3. Recent Chinese actions and policies in South Asia as well as its maritime neighbours, 
including Indian Ocean island nations have made it necessary for India to take its 
neighbours very seriously. 

4. Territorial Issues: Territorial disputes in South Asia remain a challenge to the peace, 
stability, and prosperity of the region.Of all interstate disputes, those over territory tend 
to be more likely to lead to armed conflict. 

5. Inefficient Management of Global Supply Chain: South Asia’s international trade 
integration is lower than the global average, and it is way less integrated into global value 
chains compared to East Asia. 

6. The countries have abysmally low exports due to the low productivity of many countries 
in this region. 

ROLE OF INDIA IN DEVELOPMENT OF SOUTH ASIA 

 Boosting Regional Trade: India can leverage regional trade, connectivity and 
investment, and strengthen the South Asian Free Trade Area (SAFTA) as a game-changer 
for the region. 

o Galvanizing economic energies, which would lower barriers to intra-regional food 
trade and encourage regional supply chains. 

 Providing Ecological Blueprint: South Asian countries can benefit from India's eco-
blueprint by focusing on the   protection of biodiversity and responding to the climate 
crisis. The linkage between effective governance and sustainable development also 
needs to be acknowledged in South Asian countries. 

 Highlight the Need of Food Security: Regional food security is another area that India 
could take a major initiative in with an eye to the future and can be an integral facilitator 
and component to this economic bloc for food security. 

o Increasing the capacity of the SAARC Food Bank that currently stands at less than 
500,000 MT. 

o Promoting Sub-Regional Initiatives: India can increase the convening capacity of 
sub-regional initiatives such as the Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral 
Technical and Economic Cooperation 
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o The border regions can be effective partners in shaping India’s regional 
engagement by steering sectoral regional dialogues on cross-border trade, 
transport and health. 

o By extending necessary assistance, India can strengthen its position in the region 
and achieve both economic and strategic depth vis-à-vis China. 

 Voice of South Asia in International Forums: To promote the interests of South Asian 
nations as a group, India can be the voice of South Asia in international forums. A secure 
regional environment will also help India reach its ambitious development goals. 

WAY FORWARD 

 Strengthening Existing Associations: Existing associations like South Asian Association 
for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) haven’t been able to significantly advance regional 
cooperation here. 

o Delinking domestic sentiments from the economic rationale, engaging in 
diplomacy to allay concerns should be the way forward for South Asian countries 
which do have qualms about the integration. 

 Towards Self-Reliant South Asia: Self-reliance of South Asia range from offers of freer 
transit trade through the region, the development of supply and logistic chains, digital 
data interchange, single-window and digitized clearance systems, risk assessment and 
minimisation measures, wider use of trade lines of credit (presently abysmally low), 
denser connectivity, smoother cross-border inspections. 

 People-to-people Connect: Priority should be given to people-to-people connections 
and deep cultural affinities for sustained cordiality and stability. Further, focus should 
be given to prompt delivery of multilateral commitments for the overall development of 
the region. 

SOURCE – https://thediplomat.com/2020/08/india-under-strain-across-south-asia/  

 

EXPERTS VIEWS  

 

Dr. Veena Ravikumar 

• “India has the power and status to make South Asian nations 
unite. India at 75, needs to project its leadership with 
democracy, political rights, justice as its goal posts. 
Engagement with both soft and hard power will definitely 
add to its status as a South Asian power.” 
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Raja Mohan 
Indian journalist 

 
• “While its ability to regain regional influence has grown along 

with economic rise, Delhi faces formidable new challenges in 
reconstituting a South Asian sphere of influence. India’s 
focus must instead be in tending the region carefully rather 
than setting ambitious and unrealisable goals. 

 

Suhasini Haidar 
Indian journalist 

 
• “To be a true leader in the region, it’s time for India to stop 

the berating and the belittling. In the pursuit of better 
regional relations, the foremost aspect would be to inculcate 
respect for our South Asian neighbours in our political 
establishment, which filters into the collective psyche of the 
nation.” 
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India’s Neighborhood Diplomacy 
Syllabus: GS 2; PSIR: India and South Asia 

WHY IN NEWS? 

Recently, Indian External Affairs Minister met with Maldives President stating that India's 
'Neighborhood First' policy and the Maldives' 'India First' policy complement each 
other, advancing the special partnership. 

SALIENT FEATURES OF INDIA’S NEIGHBOURHOOD FIRST’ POLICY 

1. Immediate priority to neighbours: Priority is to improve the relations with immediate 
neighbours as peace and tranquillity in South Asia is essential for realizing development 
agenda. The neighbourhood first policy of actively focuses on improving ties with India’s 
immediate neighbours. 

2. Dialogue: It focuses on vigorous regional diplomacy by engaging with neighbouring 
nations and building political connectivity through dialogue. First initiative in this 
direction was extending an invitation to all heads of government of SAARC countries for 
the oath taking ceremony of the Prime minister in 2014. 

3. Resolving bilateral issues: Focus is on resolving bilateral issues through mutual 
agreement. For instance, India and Bangladesh have signed a pact to operationalise the 
historic Land Boundary Agreement (LBA). 

4. Connectivity: India has entered into MoU with members of the South Asian Association 
for Regional Cooperation (SAARC). These agreements ensures a free flow of resources, 
energy, goods, labour, and information across borders. 

5. Economic Cooperation: It focuses on enhancing trade ties with neighbours. India has 
participated and invested in SAARC as a vehicle for development in the region. One such 
example is the Bangladesh-Bhutan-India-Nepal (BBIN) grouping for energy development 
i.e. motor vehicles, waterpower management and inter-grid connectivity. 

6. Technical Cooperation: The policy put emphasis on technical cooperation. Recently a 
dedicated SAARC satellite was developed to share the fruits of the technology like tele-
medicine, e-learning etc. with the people across South Asia. 

7. Disaster management: India’s offer cooperation on disaster response, resource 
management, weather forecasting and communication and also capabilities and expertise 
in disaster management for all South Asian citizens. For example, India provided immense 
assistance to its neighbour Nepal in the aftermath of the 2016 earthquake. 

8. Military and defence cooperation: India is also focusing on deepening security in the 
region through military cooperation. Various exercises like Surya Kiran with Nepal, 
Sampriti with Bangladesh aim to strengthen defence relations. Also, India has committed 
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to play a greater role in capacity building of the Afghan National Army by providing 
training to them. 

CHALLENGES IN INDIA’S NEIGHBOURHOOD FIRST’ POLICY 

 Relation with Pakistan: Relation with Pakistan, remains India’s biggest diplomatic and 
security challenge. India’s challenge is to manage relationships with a state which, openly, 
uses terror as an instrument of state policy and has fractured, multiple power centres. 

 Unstable Afghanistan: Afghanistan remains a challenge too. Fragile within and facing 
state-sponsored external threat from Pakistan, a possible state collapse would spawn 
jihadist terrorism in all directions from which India is unlikely to remain immune. Indian 
diplomacy is active in international efforts to stabilise the country. 

 China: China is another big challenge that is increasing its presence around India. The 
relationship is marked with suspicion over China’s policy towards Pakistan, including the 
construction of the Gwadar port. Also, China-Pakistan economic corridor running through 
POK. 

 Anti-Indian sentiments: Anti-Indian sentiments are getting rooted in the minds of people 
of region due to perceived notion of India’s big brother attitude and its economic 
dependence to India. For instance, the recent step of Demonetization impacted many 
countries like Nepal, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Sri Lanka, and Myanmar which use the Indian 
currency as a parallel currency within their borders. 

WAY FORWARD: 

 India’ neighborhood policy should be based on the principles of Gujral Doctrine. 

o This would ensure India’s stature and strength cannot be isolated from the quality 
of its relations with its neighbours and there can be regional growth as well. 

 Transportation: As the largest country, India should be leading to establish cross-border 
transport and communication links. 

 Strengthening Markets: India should work with its neighbour in strengthening their 
markets and its own infrastructure to its neighbours. 

 Dialogue: India must ensure its neighbour of continuous support for their development. 
Efforts must be made to strengthen Indian exports in the region. 

 Soft power: India’s soft power and common culture provide an opportunity for India to 
strengthen its cultural roots further in the region. 

SOURCE – https://thediplomat.com/2017/12/grading-indias-neighborhood-diplomacy/ 
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EXPERTS VIEWS  

Nirupama Rao 
Former foreign 

secretary   

 

• “The relations between India and her neighbours are 
multidimensional and interactive the ground for future 
growth trajectories through innovative projects of 
cooperation and collaboration. India gives complete 
importance to its neighbourhood.” 

   
Phunchok Stobdan 

Former Indian 
ambassador and 

Senior Fellow, Institute 
of Defence Studies and 

Analyses   

 

• “India’s ability to become a successful exponent of the so-
called Asian century will, it is said, ‘inherently depend’ on 
how it learns to marry its growth with social justice. Its 
position within the region and relationships with its 
immediate neighbours, for instance, will depend to some 
degree on how it manages to disentangle itself from its own 
internal issues of social unrest arising from exclusion and 
uneven development.” 
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STATS OF MAINS: 
 According to Association for Democratic Reforms 

o Out of the 536 MP's in the Lok Sabha 440 MP's are crorepatis.  
o  The 165 of the re-elected MP's saw an increase of 137% in their assets.  
o On an average their net worth increased by 6 crores from 2014 to 2019 

elections.  
 In 2021, 44% of bills in state legislatures were passed within a day. 8 states passed 

Bills were passed on the same day they were introduced.   
 Less than 10% of the Bills were referred to committees for examination.   
 75% of Bill's received assent from the Governor within a month. 
 According to PRS India report 

o Police Reforms in India Report states that expenditure on police accounts for 
3% of Central and State government budgets.   

o There is 24% vacancies in state police forces and 7% in central police forces.   
o The Sanctioned police strength is 181 police per 1 lakh persons but the actual 

strength is 137 police. (UN recommends 222 police per lakh persons) 
 According to asean.org 

o Two way merchandise trade between India and ASEAN (Association of South 
East Asian Nations) reached USD 77 billion.   

o Total FDI inflows from India to ASEAN amounted to USD 2 billion India is now 
placed as ASEAN's 6th largest trading partner. And 8th largest source of FDI's.  

 According to indianembassy-moscow.gov.in  
o India-Russia bilateral trade as of March 2021 amounted to a total of USD 8.1 

billion Indian Exports to Russia amounts to USD 2.6 billion while Imports 
from Russia amounted to USD 5.48 billion  

 




