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‘ Intro itichan Equality and Fraternity are great ideas interlinked with the notions of
justice and liberty, as the Preamble of the Constitution proclaims.

The quality of governance is reflected in
the executive as well as legislative acts.

Ant|-d|scr|m|na The fight against the caste system in India is not yet over.]

tory laws

The move for anti-discriminatory
laws in India has a short history.

Caste remains a dominant factor in perpetuating societal disparity. ]

A good policy can create egalitarian Iaws.]

—_—
recommended promulgation of such laws. Fight against
the caste

ksystem in India

belong to the Hindu Religious and Charitable Endowments Department.

Communalism can be resisted, not by a different
version of it, but only by constitutionalism.

In Kerala too, non-Brahmins including Dalits were appointed as
priests in the temples under the Travancore Devaswom Board.

Tackling
Communalism

Equality and
Fraternity On the basis of sexual orientation, marital status, disability,
occupation, place of birth, etc., many exclusionary practices continue.

[ The Sachar committee report (2006) ]

[ In Tamil Nadu, non-Brahmins were appointed as priests in temples that ]

[ The politics of hatred need to be checked by politics

of love, inclusiveness, pluralism and compassion. These are, indeed, laudable gestures.J

Harmful social practices and discrimination need to
be legally addressed and effectively tackled.

[ Discrimination often occurs by looking at language, ]

contained in Articles 14 ,15 and 16 of the food habits or even personal characteristics.

[ We need to reiterate the equality clauses

fundamental law, both in public and private lives. When a woman is denied employment

in private firms due to her gender.
Constitution, theAstate govgrnmen!s can enact egu;_hty SHclusionary dis:rir:ia::tion When a Dalit is denied entry to a
statutes by focusing on regional and social specificities. i > ! hair-cutting saloon because of caste.
| practices in society

When a transgender person is refused rental

[ Passing of comprehensive equality and anti-discrimination
accommodation because of sexual orientation

laws by states can enhance the quality of social justice.

[This historically evolved bias creates martyrs when they reach their aggravated form. )

concrete cases of discrimination.

Under the concurrent list in the 7th Schedule of the Way ﬁ
ituti i Forward actors that lead to

[ Empowering the authorities to intervene in

[ Honour killings and some of the Dalit suicides in India demonstrate this phenomenon. ]

[ These must be addressed not only by social reformers but by lawmakers as well. ]

General Studies-1; Topic: Salient features of Indian Society, Diversity of India.

Equality and Fraternity

Introduction

e Equality and Fraternity are great ideas interlinked with the notions of justice and liberty, as the
Preamble of the Constitution proclaims.

Fight against the caste system in India

e The fight against the caste system in India is not yet over.

e (Caste remains a dominant factor in perpetuating societal disparity.

e A good policy can create egalitarian laws.

e In Tamil Nadu, non-Brahmins were appointed as priests in temples that belong to the Hindu
Religious and Charitable Endowments Department.

e InKerala too, non-Brahmins including Dalits were appointed as priests in the temples under the
Travancore Devaswom Board.

e These are, indeed, laudable gestures.

Factors that lead to exclusionary practices
e On the basis of sexual orientation, marital status, disability, occupation, place of birth, etc., many
exclusionary practices continue.
e Discrimination often occurs by looking at language, food habits or even personal characteristics.
e  Private discrimination in society
o When awoman is denied employment in private firms due to her gender.
o When a Dalit is denied entry to a hair-cutting saloon because of caste.
o When a transgender person is refused rental accommodation because of sexual orientation
e This historically evolved bias creates martyrs when they reach their aggravated form.
e Honour killings and some of the Dalit suicides in India demonstrate this phenomenon.
e These must be addressed not only by social reformers but by lawmakers as well.
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Anti-discriminatory laws
e The quality of governance is reflected in the executive as well as legislative acts.
e The move for anti-discriminatory laws in India has a short history.
e The Sachar committee report (2006) recommended promulgation of such laws.

Tackling Communalism
e Communalism can be resisted, not by a different version of it, but only by constitutionalism.

e The politics of hatred need to be checked by politics of love, inclusiveness, pluralism and
compassion.

Way Forward

e Harmful social practices and discrimination need to be legally addressed and effectively tackled.

e We need to reiterate the equality clauses contained in Articles 14,15 and 16 of the fundamental law,
both in public and private lives.

e Under the concurrent list in the 7th Schedule of the Constitution, the state governments can enact
equality statutes by focusing on regional and social specificities.

e Passing of comprehensive equality and anti-discrimination laws by states can enhance the quality
of social justice.

e Empowering the authorities to intervene in concrete cases of discrimination.
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