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StepUP GS2 FLT 

Synopsis 
 

NOTE: Please remember that following ‘answers’ are NOT ‘model answers’. What we are providing is content that 
both meets the demand of the question and at the same time gives you extra points to attempt similar questions. 
Diagrams/Images have been provided for your understanding. 

 
 

 
Q1. ‘Checks and balances ‘ is one of the core principles of the Indian constitution. However, in recent times, it has 
been eroded in many instances, which might lead to a loss of public trust in the system. Discuss. (10M) 
 
Direction: briefly give an account of what is checks and balances and in the body tell how is it achieved and how is it 
eroding, in a way forward give examples of what could be done to correct it, with a conclusion. Cite examples to 
justify your points.  
 
Introduction 
The Checks and Balances system provides each branch of government with individual powers to check the other 
branches and prevent any one branch from becoming too powerful. 
 
Body 

 
Weakening System of Checks & Balances 
 Fragile Opposition: E.g. Current party has a majority in the lower as well as the upper house (with help of allies). 

This leads to unbridled power.  
 Low Scrutiny: According to data by PRS Legislative Research, while 60% of the Bills in the 14th Lok Sabha and 

71% in the 15th Lok Sabha were referred to Department-related Standing Committees (DRSCs) concerned, this 
proportion came down to 27% in the 16th Lok Sabha. 

 Executive Excesses: The executive in India is alleged of over-centralization of power, weakening of public 
institutions like CIC & RTI and passing laws to strengthen law, order & security of the state but curbs freedom of 
expression like banning from Twitter, arresting journalists as well like UAPA. 

 Issues with Parliamentary procedure: Procedures such as no-confidence motions, adjournment motions, cut 
motions, etc. if passed frequently can affect the functioning and stability of the Executive and hence hinder long-
term development. 
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 Allegations of the biased judiciary towards government: Including lure of the post-retirement seat in the 
legislature for judges 

 Judges appointing themselves: The Supreme Court has held the 99th constitutional amendment, which 
provided for the establishment of the National Judicial Appointments Commission as ultra-vires. 

 Judicial overreach: In many recent judgments, the Supreme Court has become hyper-activist in making 
judgments that are deemed as laws and rules. This transgresses the domain of legislature and executive. 

Way Forward 
 Instigating Legislative Impact Assessment (LIA): A detailed framework for pre and post-legislative Impact 

Assessment was needed whereby every legislative proposal is evaluated on account of social, economic, 
environmental and administrative impact for wider awareness. 

 Legislative committee: A new Legislation Committee of Parliament to oversee and coordinate legislative 
planning should be constituted. This can check any overreach by the executive that may curb civil liberties. 

 Role of the Opposition to be strengthened: In order to strengthen the role of the opposition, the institution of a 
shadow cabinet can be formed in India. Like shadow cabinet in Britain.  

Conclusion 
Repeated interventions of one organ into another's functioning can diminish the faith of the people in the integrity, 
quality, and efficiency of the other organs. It also undermines the spirit of democracy as too much accumulation of 
powers in organs of government undermines the principle of check and balance. 
 
 
Q2. Recently, a delimitation exercise was conducted in a few parts of the country. Write a brief note on the 
delimitation process. Discuss the challenges associated with unfreezing the number of seats post-2026. (10M) 
 
Direction: Give the recent context of the Qn. Next, provide an account of what are delimitation and its provision and 
what is its process with the challenges associated with de freezing of seats in 2026. 
 
Introduction 
Delimitation is redrawing of the boundaries of an assembly or Lok Sabha constituency. It is done to reflect the 
demographic changes in a state, Union Territory or at the national level. 
 
Recently, a commission set up by the Centre Government submitted its final report for the delimitation of Assembly 
and parliamentary constituencies in Jammu and Kashmir. 
 
Body 
Delimitation process is performed to provide equal representation to an equal portion of a population with a fair 
geographical division of area and to follow the principle of one vote one value. 
 
Delimitation process is carried out in the following manner. 

 Under Article 82, the Parliament enacts a Delimitation Act after every Census. 
 Under Article 170, States get divided into territorial constituencies as per the Delimitation Act after every 

Census. 
 Once the Act is in force, the Union government sets up a Delimitation Commission. 
 All constituencies in the country to be as far as possible practically delimited with, physical features, existing 

boundaries of administrative units, facilities of communication and public convenience. 
 Each constituency in a State shall be so delimited with the population of all constituencies shall, so far as 

practicable, be the same throughout the State. 
 No assembly constituency shall extend to more than one parliamentary constituency 
 Under the Delimitation Act 2002, seats for the SC/STs are to be reserved in the constituencies in which the 

percentage of their population to the total population is the largest 
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The 84th Amendment Act, 2001 has postponed the lifting up of the cap on the maximum seats in the parliament to 
the year 2026. This was justified on the ground that a uniform population growth rate would be achieved throughout 
the country by 2026. 
 
 
The challenges associated with de-freezing the number of seat post – 2026. 

 The concerns expressed by the States in 1976 which necessitated the freezing of seat allocation on the basis 
of 1971 population figures would appear to hold good even today and have to be addressed to the 
satisfaction of all stakeholders. 

 Fear of political space being taken over by Norther states: Southern states fear that northern states with 
large populations may get lion’s share of constituency thus holding the majority card in the formation of 
government at the centre.  

o Considering the Census data for 2011, almost half (48.6%) of our population is contributed by the 
States of Uttar Pradesh, Maharashtra, Bihar, West Bengal and Madhya Pradesh. 

 Increase in number may increase Parliamentary complexity:  Even with the current strength of 543 
members, the Speaker finds it extremely difficult to conduct the proceedings of the House. 

o The Zero Hour, Question Hour and the raising matters of urgent public importance, will be 
subjected to severe strain. 

 
Conclusion 
There can be a mathematical model along the lines of the ‘Cambridge Compromise’ based on a mathematically 
equitable formula for the apportionment of the seats of the European Parliament between the member-states. Also, 
there is an urgent need to limit population and not representation. 
 
 
Q3. Explain with an example the Doctrine of Pith and Substance and the Doctrine of Colourable legislation with 
respect to centre-state relations. (10M) 
 
Direction: Clarify the topic by giving a brief account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the context of the 
doctrine and define key terms wherever appropriate and substantiate with relevant associated facts and examples. 
 
Introduction 
A doctrine is a principle, theory, or position that is usually applied and upheld by courts of law. 
In Indian Constitutional law also, there are different judicial doctrines that develop over time as per the 
interpretation given by the judiciary. 
 
Body 
 
The doctrine of Pith and Substance (“True nature and character” is what the phrase “pith and substance” signifies):  
The Doctrine of Pith and Substance holds that the union and the state legislatures should not encroach upon each 
other’s spheres. This doctrine helps in examining the true nature of legislation and deciding which list it belongs to, 
central or state. 
 The theory is used to resolve inconsistencies between legislation passed by the federal government and those 

passed by state legislatures. 
 State of Bombay Vs. F.N. Balsara was a case in which the Bombay Prohibition Act was challenged on the 

grounds that the prohibition of liquor on the borders was a matter of the Central Government. The act was held 
valid by the court because it was in its pith and substance and fell under the State List though it was impacting 
the import of liquor. 

Doctrine of colourable legislation 
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The idea of power separation underpins it. Separation of powers requires striking a balance of power between 
various state components. 

 This notion of colourable legislation is used when a legislature does not have the authority to pass 
legislation on a certain subject but does so indirectly. 

 In S Joshi v. Ajit Mills (1977), the SC observed that “In the statute of force, the colorable exercise of or 
extortion on administrative force or misrepresentation on the constitution, are articulations which only 
imply that the assembly is clumsy to authorize a specific law, albeit the mark of competency is struck on it, 
and afterwards it is colorable enactment.” 

Various judicial pronouncements 
 In Krishna v. State of Madras (1957), SC has held that, “In order to ascertain the true character of the 

legislation, one must have regard to”-Whole enactment Underlying objective, Scope and effect of its 
provision 

 In C.G. Narayan Dev vs State of Orissa (1953) judgment, the SC explained the meaning, scope of this 
doctrine as “when anything is prohibited directly, it is also prohibited indirectly”. 

 The SC in different judicial pronouncements has laid down the certain tests in order to determine the true 
nature of the legislation impeached as colorable :- 

 For the purpose of determining the substance of an enactment, the court will examine two 
things: – Effect of the legislature and two, Object and the purpose of the act. 

 The doctrine of colorable legislation has nothing to do with the motive of the legislation; it is 
in the essence a question of vires or power of the legislature to enact the law in question. 

 The doctrine is also not applicable to Subordinate Legislation. 

Conclusion 
Though in normal times the distribution of powers must be strictly maintained and neither the State nor the Centre 
can encroach upon the sphere allotted to the other by the Constitution, yet in certain exceptional circumstances the 
above system of distribution is either suspended or the powers of the Union Parliament are extended over the 
subjects mentioned in the State List. Hence maintaining the balance in federalism is key to successful governance of 
the nation and its citizens. 
 
 
Q4. The presence of multiple investigative agencies has led to the overlapping of jurisdictions; thereby affecting 
the efficiency as well as the impartiality of the investigation process. In this context, do you think the creation of a 
single umbrella investigative body can address the problems related to it? (10M) 
 
Direction: Give an account of what are multilevel investigation agencies. And how the multilevel investigation affects 
the efficiency and impartiality of the investigation process and will a single umbrella body address this issue. 
 
Introduction 
Investigative agencies are key to the effective functioning of the judicial system. They help build public trust in rule 
of law. It is essential that all the institutions including the police and the investigative bodies uphold and strengthen 
democratic values. Recently, India’s CJI advocated for an ‘Independent Umbrella Institution’ for India’s investigative 
agencies.  
 
Body 
 
Prominent Investigating agencies in India   
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Impact of multiple agencies: 

 Contradictions: Single incidents are investigated by multiple agencies, often leading to dilution of evidence, a 
contradiction in depositions, and overlapping of powers. 

o E.g.: the Aarushi Talwar murder case. 
 A Tussle with states: When general consent is withdrawn CBI needs to seek case-wise consent from the 

concerned state for investigation. 
o Done by several states like Mizoram, West Bengal, Maharashtra etc. 

 Inadequate Infrastructure: National Investigation Agency (NIA) is the nodal counter-terror body but is still 
lacking the infrastructure, manpower and fleet of vehicles to conduct investigations and quick mobilization. 

 Lack of accountability: CBI denied information under RTI, claiming exemption under section 24 of the Right to 
Information Act, thus hampering public accountability. 

 Lack of autonomy: Agencies like CBI are administratively and financially dependent on the Department of 
Personnel and Training and lack functional autonomy. 

 Lack of involvement of state governments: Laws under the UAPA act, give pan India jurisdiction to 
investigation agencies without the consent of the state government violates the constitution as public order 
and policing are matters of the state government. 

Factors like these along with allegations of corruption, excesses, lack of impartiality, and a close nexus with the 
political class led to the falling credibility of the agencies e.g. as seen in the Bofors scandal (1987) and Hawala 
scandal (1991). 
 
Recently, CJI N.V.Ramana suggested the creation of an “Independent Umbrella agency”, which can end the 
multiplicity. 
 
Benefits of such an agency: 

 Clear definitions of powers and functions: The Second Administrative Reforms Commission (2007) also 
suggested that “a new law should be enacted to govern the working of the CBI” 

 Regular up-gradation: It will help in the deployment of state-of-the-art technology, and international 
exchange programmers to learn the best practices. 

 Improving relations with the state: Such an agency could avoid being in a political tussle and function 
impartially.  

 Improving autonomy: It can reclaim social legitimacy and public trust by breaking the nexus with the 
political executive. 

Central Bureau 
Investigation 

(CBI)

Enforcement 
directorate 

(ED) 

Serious Fraud 
Investigation 
Office (SFIO) 

National 
Investigation 
Agency (NIA)

Narcotics 
control 

Bureau(NCB)
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 Improved infrastructure: Such an agency can be provided with its own budget which can lead to 
prioritization of key infrastructure required and reduce duplication of offices  

Shortcomings of such structure: 
 Issue of transparency: Creating a centralized agency doesn’t automatically ensure transparency. A 

director of such an agency should be employed on lines of Lokpal by an appointing committee and they 
should be brought under the purview of RTI. 

 Can create more tensions with states: As such a centralized structure would easily undermine state police. 
Therefore, such a body should be replicated at the state level too. 

 Need for checks and balances: annual audit of the performance of the institution by the appointing 
committee will be a reasonable check and balance. 

Conclusion 
India needs an umbrella investigative agency to avoid them from being a ‘caged parrot” as said by the supreme 
court. 

 
 
Q5. Information Technology Act,2000 was passed to fulfil the changing needs of cyber security and e-commerce. 
However, loopholes remain. Critically analyze. (10M) 
 
Direction: Briefly tell about the information and technology act 2000, mention its loopholes and with giving a way 
forward to tackle the loopholes with a conclusion.  
 
Introduction 
The Information Technology Act, of 2000 is the primary law in India for matters related to cybercrime and e-
commerce. The act was enacted to give legal sanction to electronic commerce and electronic transactions, enable e-
governance, and also to prevent cybercrime.  
Body 
The loopholes with Information Technology Act 2000 are: 

 Lack of Transparency: Section 69A grants to the government the power to issue directions to intermediaries 
for blocking access to any information that it considers prejudicial to, among other things, the sovereignty 
and integrity of India, national security, or public order. 

 Privacy issues: The IT Act also doesn’t address privacy issues – privacy is now a fundamental right and the 
law needs to specifically address privacy concerns. 

 Poor protection of cyber security: The Indian IT Act is not a cyber-security law and therefore does not deal 
with the nuances of cyber security. 

 Indian citizens have been victims of numerous instances of data breaches and privacy violations – 
take for instance the Cambridge Analytic incident, or the Aadhaar account breach of 1.1 billion 
citizens, or for that matter the 2018 personal data leak incident of 5 lakh Google+ users. 

 Lack of expertise: The difficulty that arises here is that cybercrimes are a nuanced form of criminal activity 
that require years of specialized training and a deep understanding of technology to probe adequately. 

With changing nature of technological advancement there is a need for a new IT act because: 
 Time of Digital Age: internet based jobs and working models are already in the process therefore, an open & 

secure Internet becomes an important economic component of our country. 
 Majority of Cybercrimes in India are Bail able Offenses: when the IT (Amendment) Act, 2008, made almost 

all cybercrimes, barring a couple, was bail-able offences. 
 Restricted Cyber Security Remedy: IT Act is effective in metropolitan cities like Mumbai, Delhi, Hyderabad, 

Bhopal, Bangalore, etc., but it is feeble in tier-two level cities as an awareness of the law by enforcement 
agencies remains a big challenge. 
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 The IT Act does not cover most crimes committed through mobiles. This needs to be rectified 

Way forward 
 The Indian IT Act need to be amended to incorporate the nuances of cyber security with future-proofed 

challenges with emerging technologies 
 Enforce strict and substantial penalties on defaulters. 
 To address the issue of privacy as centrality as Supreme Court had already given the K.S.Puttaswamy vs. 

Union of India case judgment with privacy being a fundamental right. 
 More collaboration with private players and cyber security experts needs to be added. 

Conclusion 
Cyber security and the challenges associated with it will become important and hence new IT Act is needed off hour. 
 
 
Q6. Corporate governance in India is in need of structural reforms which will promote transparency, fix 
accountability, and reward efficiency. Analyze. (10M) 
 
Direction: Define corporate governances and then give an account of the issues and suggest structural reform that 
includes keywords from the question and explain them with examples. Conclude 
 
Introduction 
Corporate governance is the system of rules, practices, and processes by which a firm is directed and controlled. 
Corporate governance essentially involves balancing the interests of a company’s many stakeholders, such as 
shareholders, senior management executives, customers, suppliers, financiers, the government, and the community.  
                                Because of the involvement of multi-stakeholders transparency, accountability and efficiency have 
to be important parameters for its proper functioning 
 
Body 
Need for structural changes in Corporate Governance in India 

 Distinct ownership and management: In the case of family-run companies, the separation of ownership and 
management remains a key challenge in the majority of companies including some of India’s top ones. 

 Family nexus: It is common for friends and family of promoters and management to be appointed as board 
members. 

o Women directors appointed are primarily from the family in most of the companies which negate 
the whole reform. 

 Conflict of Interest: The ICICI Bank Ltd fiasco demonstrates the challenge of managers potentially enriching 
themselves at the cost of shareholders in the absence of a promoter. 

 Dysfunction and ineffective Board: Lack of diversity of experience and background represents a major area 
of weakness for these boards. There have been questions about the board performing in the larger interests 
of the shareholders. In the case of IL&FS, not a single red flag was raised by any board member. 

o Board’s Approach to Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) is often found unsupportive. 
 Independent directors: Appointment of independent directors is questionable as it is unlikely that 

Independent Directors will stand up for minority interests against the promoter.  
o Independent directors are partisan and are not able to check promoters’ unethical practices. 

 Executive Compensation: Executive compensation is a contentious issue especially when subject to 
shareholder accountability. Executive compensation needs to stand the test of stakeholders' scrutiny. 

 Recent allegation (Feb 2022) of Corporate governance transgression by NSE management, particularly its 
former Chairman Chitra Ramakrishna. 

Measures to improve Corporate Governance 
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 Ensure a balanced, competent and diverse Board: Businesses should strive for directors who are qualified, 
understand the business and can offer a fresh perspective.  

o Studies show Boards with greater gender diversity result in improved financial performance. 
 Build solid foundations for oversight: Establish, monitor and evaluate the roles and responsibilities of the 

Board and management. The Board needs to have visibility of management actions and key decision-making. 
o Gear key performance indicators towards long-term value creation not just in the short term. 

 Prioritize risk management: Establish effective risk management and internal control framework and 
periodically review its effectiveness. Developing a disaster recovery plan is essential. 

o Ensure integrity in corporate reporting including safeguards such as conducting external audits of 
the business. 

 Provide timely and balanced information: Providing transparency to key stakeholders both in the good and 
bad times promotes stakeholders’ confidence in the business. 

o Ensure adequate disclosures around related parties’ transactions and the director’s other interests. 
This is especially important where a director may have external financial interests that could 
influence his decision. 

 Regulators must penalize errant directors through a whole range of instruments — strictures, financial 
penalties, removal from boards and a permanent ban from board membership. 

Conclusion: 
In a growing economy like India corporate governance is critical for attracting investment both from domestic and 
international sources hence the effectiveness of Corporate Governance is very imperative. In this respect, the 
reforms recommended by Uday Kotak Committee on corporate governance must be implemented in spirit.  
 
 
Q7. Write a note on the importance of cooperatives and discuss their potential for inclusive development in India. 
(10M) 
 
Direction: Define co-operatives with examples and then give a brief explanation of their importance in inclusive 
development in India. Briefly give a few issues and conclude with what can be done to address them.  
 
Introduction 
According to ILO, a cooperative is an autonomous association of persons united voluntarily to meet their common 
economic, social and cultural needs and aspirations through a jointly owned and democratically controlled 
enterprise.        
                      Some of the most renowned co-operatives in India are Amul, Shree Mahila Gruha Udyog (Lijjat Papad), 
KRIBHCO, and Indian Farmers Fertilizer Cooperative. 
Body 
Importance of co-operatives 

 India is an agricultural country and laid the foundation of the World’s biggest cooperative movement in the 
world. 

 There are over 8 lakh cooperatives of all shapes and sizes across sectors in India 
 In India, a Co-operative based economic development model is very relevant where each member works 

with a spirit of responsibility. 

Role of cooperative for socio-economic development 
 It is an association of persons and not of capital and generates employment. 
 Critical for inclusive growth: livestock distribution is much more equitable than land distribution. Thus dairy 

cooperative has larger implications for smallholder farmers and poverty reduction. 
 As co-operatives foster economic activities, they increase the bargaining power of their members providing 

them, with higher income and social protection.   
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 They promote the “fullest participation of all people” and facilitate more equitable distribution of the 
benefits. 

 They provide their employees with the opportunities to upgrade their skills through workshops and courses 
and offer youth in their base communities short and long-term employment positions. 

 Cooperatives provide agricultural credits and funds where state and private sectors have limited reach. 
 They provide strategic inputs for the agricultural sector; consumer societies and meet their consumption 

requirements at concessional rates. 
 It creates a conducive environment for small and cottage industries. 
 It educates people on the principles of equality, mutuality, and cooperation. 

Case Study: 
 Operation Flood (1970–1996): In that initiative, rural milk shed areas were linked to urban markets through the 

development of a network of village cooperatives for procuring and marketing milk. Availability of veterinary 
services, artificial insemination (AI), feed and farmer education were ensured  

 Production by Masses: Of 208mt of milk produced, only 23 % comes from the organized sector whereas 77% are 
from small, marginal, and landless individual farmers (own 2-3 animals and produce an average of 5 litres). (Govt. 
data) 

 
However, cooperative models have only succeeded in dairy and sugarcane while in other sectors it has failed to 
show the result.  

 Dr Varghese Kurien (AMUL) ensured that the cooperatives operated democratically. Thus, there is hardly any 
politics in a dairy cooperative compared to other cooperatives like sugarcane, textile, and others.  

 
Conclusion 
 
“Villages should continue to produce, and cities should act as clearing houses,” Mahatma Gandhi once stated. The 
cooperative success of Dairy should be emulated in other fields which a new ministry of cooperative can definitely 
help to steer.  
can successfully help agriculture commodities to improve productivity in every stage of the value chain, remove 
marketing anomalies, and ensure institutional mechanisms for the farmers to get prices remunerative enough so that 
farm production remains not only sustainable but an attractive activity. 
 
 
Q8. National Education Policy (NEP), 2020, envisions universalising ‘Early Childhood Care and Education’(ECCE) 
through Anganwadis. Shed light on the importance of ECCE, government initiatives related to it, and challenges 
associated with its universalisation. (10M)  
 
Direction: Give an account of early childhood care and education and give points of its importance and what are the 
challenges of universalization of ECCE and then give examples of government initiatives of it. Conclude.  
 
Introduction 
According to UNICEF, early childhood is defined as the period from conception through eight years of age. Early 
childhood care and education (ECCE) is more than preparation for primary school. It aims at the holistic 
development of a child’s social, emotional, cognitive and physical needs in order to build a solid and broad 
foundation for lifelong learning and wellbeing.        
 
Body 
Importance of early childhood care and education 

 Over 85% of a child’s cumulative brain development occurs prior to the age of 6, indicating the critical 
importance of appropriate care and stimulation of the brain in a child’s early years for healthy brain 
development and growth. 



 
 

10 
 

 The overall aim of ECCE will be to attain optimal outcomes in the domains of physical and motor 
development, cognitive development, socio-emotional-ethical development, cultural/artistic development, 
and the development of communication and early language, literacy, and numeracy. 

 It also includes a focus on developing social capacities, sensitivity, good behaviour, courtesy, ethics, 
personal and public cleanliness, teamwork and cooperation. 

 Quality ECCE also helps reduce repetition and drop-out rates. 
 Positive outcomes are even more pronounced among children from vulnerable groups. 
 It helps promote human resource development, gender equality and social cohesion, and to reduce the 

costs for later remedial programs. 

Challenges associated with its universalization 
 Low Spending on education: The Union Budget 2021 allocates only 2.75 per cent of the GDP to education. 

The Incheon Declaration, to which India is a signatory, states to spend 4-6% of their GDP on education to 
achieve SDG4.  

 Qualitative Issue: Universalization of compulsory education has failed to get the desired target because of 
the lack of quality of education in government schools. 

 Exclusive Privatization of schooling: Many reports and data show a rise in the privatization of education 
with a large number of children being eliminated from the system at early stages because of the cost of 
education. 

 The ASER survey reflects the poor state of learning outcomes in primary education. 
 Other Factors: Factors like ignorance and illiteracy of parents, lack of cooperation between school and local 

community, and corruption in recruitment of teachers affect the goal of universalization of education. 

Government initiative for universalization 
 Passage of Right To Education Act, 2010, 
 Ministry of Human Resource Development (MHRD) – Extend Mid-day Meal Scheme to all eligible schools. 
 Ministry of Women & Child Development (MWCD) – Extend Integrated Child Development Scheme (ICDS) 

based benefits to the enrolled school children 
 Ministry of tribal affairs- eklavya model resident schools for tribal population. 

 
Conclusion 
Education is the only powerful weapon which could bring positive change for better peaceful development and 
sustainable living. 
 
 
Q9. Afghanistan presents a litmus test for India, as it emerges as a regional and global power. Discuss (10M)  
 
Direction: Briefly introduce India-Afghanistan relations. Next, enumerate different aspects of India’s relation where 
Afghanistan can present a challenge and opportunity.  
 
Introduction  
 
India has traditionally enjoyed close and friendly ties with the people of Afghanistan and has called for a unified 
international response to address the security and humanitarian challenges facing Afghanistan. With the takeover of 
the Taliban India’s endeavours such as connectivity and infrastructure projects in recent times are at risk of being of 
no strategic value, which can be a great setback for India.  
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Main Body  
Afghanistan as a litmus test for India as a regional and global power  
India has worked to address the relevant security challenges and support the people of Afghanistan in promoting 
peace, security and stability India’s action and reactions in such circumstances will be its litmus test for its 
emergence as a global and regional power  
Litmus test for India as a global power  

1. Litmus test of India’s soft power - It would test our ability to sway global viewpoint against the risks arising 
out of the situation. This would require countering Pakistani propaganda and advertisement of human right 
violation under the Talibani regime.  

o For example-  India organised a Delhi dialogue on Afghanistan  
 Eight countries pitched for cooperation to tackle radicalisation, extremism, separatism and 

drug trafficking, according to a declaration issued at the Delhi Regional Security Dialogue on 
Afghanistan 

2. Test of India's realpolitik understanding: India might have to engage with uneasy partners like Taliban and 
Pakistan in negotiations. 

o India’s dialogue and diplomacy with Taliban towards protection and recognition of its investment 
towards infrastructure will enhance its soft power in the country.  

o Also it should persuade that “Afghanistan’s territory should not be used for sheltering, training, 
planning or financing any terrorist acts”. 

3. Test of Diplomatic power: It is in the interest of major global powers like Russia, US and the European 
nations that peace prevails after the exit from Afghanistan. It would take a great diplomatic effort to reach 
out to all the global and regional power to shape a consensus to support Afghanistan.  

o It will bring all countries together for an open and truly inclusive government that represents the will 
of all the people of Afghanistan and has representation from all sections of their society, including 
major ethnopolitical forces in the country”. 

4. Recognition as a global power: Participation in the peace process and subsequent conflict, if that fails, is 
important for the recognition of India's efforts in Afghanistan. It would boost India's position as key 
democratic development partner in the world. 

Afghanistan as test of India as regional power  
1. Active diplomacy towards the peace in the region -  India, along with various nations like Iran, Tajikistan and 

Uzbekistan, and who are worried about the situation emerging in Afghanistan, can be strong partners if India 
takes a lead in shaping resolutions in the region.  

2. Leading efforts towards co-operation on mutual concerns- India should lead the consultations, greater 
cooperation, interaction and coordination among the regional countries.  

3. India’s efforts in making the domestic issues unaffected out of situation in Afghanistan - We would have to 
control terrorism within India particularly in Kashmir and engage with all dissidents from taking up arms 
against India. 

Conclusion  
India's ability to control the situation in Afghanistan would mark India as a serious regional and global power in the 
world stage. India’s NSA Ajit Doval held that time had come for closer consultations and greater coordination among 
regional countries to find solutions to recent developments in Afghanistan. 
 
 
Q10. No relation between the two countries has blossomed to an extent as compared to India and Israel in the 
last three decades. Comment (10M) 
 
Direction: Briefly introduce India-Israel relations. Highlight different aspects of the relationship and why it is so 
unique. Also, explain the challenges to the relationship. Conclude.  
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Introduction  
India –Israel has just completed 30 years of diplomatic relationship. India had recognised Israel as far back as 1950 
but normalisation took another four decades and it blossomed to an extent that it has touched every aspect of 
cooperation from trade and economy to strategic defence.  India's broad-spectrum relationship 
with Israel transformed into a strategic partnership in 2017.  
Main body  
Since the upgradation of relations in 1992 both have been engaging in expanding diplomatic ties through bilateral 
talks and coalition initiatives. India and Israel's relationship has broadened to include multiple sectors of 
cooperation.  

1. Defence cooperation- India is the largest buyer of Israeli military equipment 
o  The two countries have elevated their ties to a strategic partnership; an important pillar of this 

relationship is defence.  
o The ambit of India-Israel defence cooperation has widened to include other domains like space, 

counterterrorism, and cyber security; however, the cornerstone remains Israeli arms sales to 
India.  

2. Agriculture -   
o Indo-Israeli Agricultural Cooperation Project started in 2008 following the signing of a three-

year Action Plan based on a Government-to-Government Agreement.  
o Centres of Excellence- India and Israel are implementing “INDO-ISRAEL Agricultural Project 

Centres of Excellence” and “INDO-ISRAEL Villages of Excellence.  
o Israeli expertise and technologies- India has benefited from Israeli expertise and technologies in 

horticulture mechanization, protected cultivation, orchard and canopy management, nursery 
management, micro-irrigation and post-harvest management, particularly in Haryana and 
Maharashtra.  

3. Trade - The bilateral trade between India and Israel grew from $200 million in 1992 to $5.84 billion in 
2018. India’s major exports to Israel and vice versa include precious stones and metals, organic 
chemicals, electronic equipment etc.  

o The two countries have also signed a ‘Double Taxation Avoidance Agreement’. 
4. Science technology and Innovations - India-Israel cooperation in S&T is overseen by the Joint 

Committee on S&T, established under the S&T Cooperation Agreement signed in 1993. 
o Both countries signed a five-year $50 million academic research agreement for promoting 

collaborative research across a wide range of disciplines, including medical and information 
technology, social and life sciences, humanities, and the arts. 

5. Co-operation through New initiatives like I2U2 (new QUAD)- I2U2 initiative is a grouping of India, Israel, 
USA and UAE.  

o The grouping will lead to Cooperation on “common areas of mutual interest- Six areas of 
cooperation have been identified by the countries mutually, and the aim is to encourage joint 
investments in water, energy, transportation, space, health, and food security 

6. Indian Diaspora - There are approximately 95,000 Jews of Indian origin in Israel, who are all Israeli 
passport holders. The main waves of immigration into Israel from India took place in the fifties and 
sixties. 

o There are about 14,000 Indian citizens in Israel, of whom around 13,200 are caregivers 
employed by Israeli elders to take care of them. Others include diamond traders, some IT 
professionals and students. 

All the above-mentioned synergies and congruity notwithstanding, there are issues like Palestine and Iran on which 
both countries have divergent views. China and Pakistan will also provide a challenge but of a lower magnitude. It 
would be expedient for both India and Israel to take these differences in their stride and not allow them to muddy or 
strain their bilateral ties. 
 
Conclusion  
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To conclude, the scope of the ties between the two countries is in a cherry blossom phase and a lot could be 
expected from this multifaceted cooperation. As the relationship is changing, interdependence is increasing as India 
as well as Israel, both are widening the spectrum by showing immaculate interest in various bilateral cooperation, 
and multilateral cooperation along with other countries in the region and beyond.  
 
 
Q11. Critically analyze the problem of judicial pendency, its causes, effects, and measures to address it in India. 
(15M) 
 
Direction: Simple and straightforward Qn. Give status of judicial pendency. Next enumerate their causes, effects on 
different levels and what measures need to be taken. Cite some recommendations by experts and the law 
commission. Conclude.  
 
Introduction  
Preamble of our Constitution declares that justice is the first thing that the state seeks to secure. At the same time, 
it is also held that "justice delayed is justice denied. The number of pending cases in our country is very high. 
Supreme Court has 63,800 pending cases, High Courts have 44 lakhs such cases, while districts and lower courts have 
around two crores pending cases. Due to these pending cases, our citizens lose faith in the judiciary, towards the 
police and the law enforcement machinery of the state 
 
Main Body  
 
Judicial pendency in India 
A study by PRS Legislative Research says that there are 4.5 crore pending cases across all courts in India with 90 per 
cent of the case pending with the Subordinate courts.  
 
According to a 2018 Niti Aayog strategy paper, at the then-prevailing rate of disposal of cases in our courts, it would 
take more than 324 years to clear the backlog.  
 
It has been estimated that if court decisions were quick and delay reduced, economic growth could receive a boost 
to the tune of 1-2% of gross domestic product. Judges in high courts hear between 20 and 150 cases every day, or 
an average of 70 hearings daily. 
 
Economic Survey 2018, The next frontier on the ease of doing business is addressing pendency, delays and backlogs 
in the appellate and judicial arenas. These are hampering dispute resolution and contract enforcement, discouraging 
investment, stalling projects, hampering tax collections but also stressing taxpayers, and escalating legal costs.  
 
Reason for the pendency of cases with the judiciary  

1. Poor Judges to Population Ratio: India has only 18 judges per million population and nearly 5000 posts in 
subordinate courts are vacant. The Law Commission in 1987 had proposed 50 judges per million population. 
In contrast, the US have 151 and China has 170 judges for a million population. 

2. Impasses over Appointments of Judges:  Memorandum of Procedures for the appointment of judges 
remains at work in progress while vacancies in various High Courts have reached nearly 50% of their 
sanctioned strength. 

3. Delays in the disposal of cases due to inefficient case management and vacancies on the bench are two 
major problems before the Judiciary.  

4. Inefficient and time-consuming procedures: liberal adjournments of cases must be avoided and witnesses 
once produced must be examined on consecutive dates. 

5. Police lack training in the scientific collection of evidence and also police and prison official often fail to fulfil 
their duty leading to long delays in the trial. 

6. Lack of Infrastructure- support staff, basic courtroom facilities.  

Measures to Address Judicial pendency  
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1. Expanding judicial capacity in the lower courts and reducing the existing burden on the High Courts and 
Supreme Court. 

2. Downsizing or removing original and commercial jurisdiction of High Courts and enabling the lower 
judiciary to deal with such cases. 

o Identify problem areas and rectify them. For example, high criminal cases in Jharkhand HC than in 
civil cases. The pending cases can be disposed of by incorporation of special benches. 

3. The issue of the appointments in the higher judiciary should be resolved soon. The judiciary and executive 
must reach a common ground and prepare a workable memorandum of procedure. 

4. Information and communication technology (ICT) tools and modern case management systems should be 
used to improve transparency and the flow of information. 

5. Alternate Dispute Resolution mechanism should be strengthened and people must be made aware of it. 
6. Other steps that can be taken  

o Strengthening of establishments like Lok Adalats.  
o Consumer forums.  
o Grievance redressal cells.  
o Legal aid and advisory boards.  

Steps taken 
1. The Supreme Court issued guidelines for fixed time-bound hearings and disposing of criminal cases. 
2. High Courts should decide on bail applications within a month and subordinate courts within a week. 
3. Magisterial trials, where the accused are in custody, should normally be concluded within six months and 

sessions trials, with the accused in custody, within two years. 
4. High Courts to ensure that subordinate courts dispose of cases pending for five years by the end of 2017. 
5. By Executive and Legislature- 1000 redundant laws were repealed and reduced intra-government 

litigation. 
6. Rationalization of tribunals through by the Tribunal Reforms acts 2021.  
7. Arbitration and Conciliation Act was Amended to promote Arbitration as the alternative form of justice 

delivery which can reduce the burden on the judiciary.  
8. Expansion of the look Adalat program and increased frequency of constitution of Lok Adalat which can be 

a milestone in reducing the burden on the judiciary.  
9. National Judicial Data Grid through which every HC is digitized for use of ICT to make the process of justice 

delivery faster and less cumbersome. 

Conclusion  
Judiciary, including the highest courts of the land, presents the best hope for the justice of all its citizens. People 
should be able to believe that the judiciary is competent and impartial, able and fair. It is important not only to 
restore public faith in the judiciary but also faith in other institutions like the criminal justice system, the police 
system, tribunal the and finally the faith in the Constitution, and above all faith in the Indian democratic republic.  
 
 
Q12. What is fiscal federalism? Identify the present challenges to centre-state fiscal relations, discuss the need for 
restructuring fiscal relations to strengthen federalism. (15M) 
 
Direction: Define fiscal federalism. Cite example. Next, give issues related to it. Justify your points. Then give how 
can relation be restructured and strengthened. Cite various recommendations. Conclude.  
 
Introduction  
Fiscal Federalism refers to the division of responsibilities with regard to public expenditure and taxation between 
the different levels of the government. Article 246 and Seventh Schedule of the Indian Constitution distributes 
powers and allots subjects to the Union and the states.  
 
Main body  
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Distribution of finance between centre and state  
 

 
Present challenges to the centre-state fiscal relations 

1. Reduced Fiscal capacity of states: 
o The ability of States to finance current expenditures from their own revenues has declined from 69% 

in 1955-56 to less than 38% in 2019-20. 
o While the expenditure of the States has been shooting up, their revenues did not. They still spend 

60% of the expenditure in the country — 85% on education and 82% on health. 
o Since States cannot raise tax revenue because of curtailed indirect tax rights — subsumed in GST, 

except for petroleum products, electricity and alcohol — the revenue has been stagnant at 6% of 
GDP in the past decade.  

2. GST Compensation issue: - 
o Centre refused from its legal duty to pay compensation to the states in case of a shortfall in GST. 
o Cess which was supposed to check these shortfalls has also been retained by the central 

government as highlighted by CAG. 
o The worrying trend is to fill these gaps the central government has allowed States to borrow, but 

it comes with certain conditions like:- State need to improve in Ease of Doing Business and specific 
standards for implementation of schemes which is an indication of Unitary Government not a 
federal Government. 

3. Cess and surcharges: 
o Another emerging challenge is that cesses and surcharges are becoming a disproportionate 

proportion of the overall divisible revenue, with non-tax revenues being kept outside the 
divisible pool. 

4. Increasing dependency on Centre:  
o The dependency of states on the Centre for revenues has increased, with the share of the 

revenue from own sources declining from 55% in 2014-15 to 50.5% in 2020 21. 
o While part of this is inherent in India’s fiscal structure, wherein states are the big spenders and the 

Centre controls the purse strings, the situation has been exacerbated by the introduction of the 
GST  

5. Shortfall in devolution: 
o Adding to state woes is the significant divergence in past periods between the amount of GST 

compensation owed and the actual payments made, including for states such as Uttar Pradesh, 
Bihar and Jharkhand that need greater fiscal support. 
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Restructuring fiscal relations to strengthen federalism 
India’s Fiscal Federalism needs to be restructured on the following pillars for strengthening federalism  

1. Recommendations of Punchi Commission (2007) for better Centre-State fiscal relations 
o Minimizing discretionary transfers, particularly those channelled through CSS. 
o Expenditure liabilities on States for implementation of Central legislation should be fully borne by 

the Central Government. 
o Ceiling  on  professional  tax  should  be  completely  done  away 
o State-specific targets of fiscal deficit in the FRBM legislation of States 

2. Simplification of Goods and Services Tax-It should be simplified in its structure and can serve as 
the fourth pillar of our fiscal federalism, by ensuring: 

o Single Rate GST: with suitable surcharges on “sin goods,” (goods that are harmful to society and 
individuals, for example, alcohol and tobacco, drugs, etc), zero ratings of exports and reforming 
the Integrated Goods and Services Tax (IGST) and the e-way bill. 

o Transparency: The GST Council should undertake reforms in an informed and transparent 
manner, by creating its own secretariat and independent experts (as its staff) 

3. Reviving institutions like the Inter-State Council after the abolition of the planning commission- will 
rebuild institutional capital. Also, increasing political capital through institutions like the Chief Minister’s 
conference will help bridge the trust deficit 

4. Recommendation of 15th Finance commission  
o Financial Rationalization of CSS and Central outlays in consultation with the state government. 
o GST Council and the Finance Commission working need to be coordinated to optimize revenue 

targets 
o Giving Permanent status to Finance Commission 
o Relook at the 7th schedule: Re-examination of entries of List I and List III as per changes in the 

polity, technology, and aspirations of society. 
o Effective devolution of funds to local bodies through measures like more taxation powers, 

reforming the functioning of state finance commissions.  
 

Positive Change in Fiscal Federalism recently 
 Replacement of planning commission by Niti Aayog. 
 Removal of Distinction between Plan and Non Plan expenditure. 
 Increase in devolution of taxes from 32% to 42% by 14th Finance commission and 41% by 15th FC 
 Allowing State entities to borrow directly from ODA Partners: - In April 2017, the Union Cabinet gave a nod 

to financially sound State government entities to borrow directly from the bilateral Official Development 
Assistance (ODA) partners, like JICA, for the implementation of vital infrastructure projects.  

Conclusion  
It is important now to rethink the design and structure of a genuine fiscal partnership, which should not merely be a 
race to garner more resources, but a creative attempt to move towards a vibrant Indian value chain that can catapult 
India’s growth rate and address the state’s concern and protect the interest of all federal elements fairly.  
 
 
Q13. Empowerment of urban local bodies is crucial to effectively handle the challenges of the 21st century. 
Discuss the challenges faced by ULBs, and mention the measures that can be taken to make them true local self-
government. (15M) 
 
Direction: Briefly give the status of the urban population and the role of ULB. Next list down the challenges/issues 
with ULB especially the new challenges. Next, give the measures which can help achieve the aim of becoming a true 
local-self government. Cite various committee recommendations. Conclude.  
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Introduction  
As per UN World Urbanization Prospects In 2021 some 56% of the world’s population – 4.4 billion inhabitants – live 
in cities. This trend is expected to continue. By 2050, with the urban population more than doubling its current size, 
nearly 7 of 10 people in the world will live in cities. Inhabiting half of humanity's cities are at the front of not only 
addressing the challenges of the 21st century and in broader sense challenges of humanity itself.  
 
Main Body  
Urban local bodies as crucial to handling the challenges of the 21st century  

1. Urban local bodies and climate change- Cities play an increasingly important role in tackling climate change 
because their exposure to climate and disaster risk increases as they grow. 

o Almost half a billion urban residents live in coastal areas, increasing their vulnerability to storm 
surges and sea level rise. In the 136 biggest coastal cities, there are 100 million people – or 20% of 
their population.  

2. Urban local bodies and pandemics - Cities are also on the frontline of combating epidemics. Cities across the 
globe are currently being tested to the extreme with the COVID-19 pandemic.  It is impacting not only public 
health but also the economy and social fabric. 

o Simultaneously a health crisis, social crisis, and economic crisis, COVID-19 is laying bare how well 
cities are planned and managed and the impact this is having on the extent to which each city is able 
to function – or not – especially during times of crisis.  

3. Cities as a key enabler of growth and job and reducing poverty and inequality – It acknowledges that cities 
are central to raising productivity, enhancing job creation and improving public finance. It also acknowledges 
that city governance is a key enabler to achieve economic development. This can lead to reducing poverty 
and inequality leading the nation towards sustainable development goals.  

o For example- China could attract huge investment by reforming its cities, however, city governance 
has been a very neglected field in India 

4. Cities as a point of innovation and knowledge to tackle the challenge of the 21st century - cities strive to 
compete on and excel at the global level, including liveability, competitiveness, and sustainability. For 
example, innovation research activities are part of the cities ecosystem which is well connected to the world.  

Challenges faced by the urban local bodies  
1. There are three fundamental roadblocks 

o A federal system which does not empower the 3rd tier. 
o Political system – heavily biased towards rural areas 
o Lack of adequate institutional framework for metropolitan planning and governance. 

2. Existence of parallel agencies  
o Urban administration is more chaotic because of the existence of parallel agencies with 

overlapping jurisdictions. 
o Municipal corporations are denied of their political role by continued operations by various 

parastatal agencies created by state govt. 
o These agencies, having certain autonomy are accountable only to the state govt. And not local 

govt. 
3. Lack of uniformity in the institutions and model of governance  

o There are various forms and models of urban governance they vary from municipalities, 
Nagarpanchayats, Nagarpalikas, Municipal corporations, Notified area committees, and court 
authorities to cantonment boards. 

4. Creation of special purpose vehicles - Central govt. programs such as the ‘Smart City’ program seek to 
ring-fence themselves from local govts. This program mandates the creation of SPVs (Special Purpose 
Vehicles) for smart cities which will have ‘operational independence and autonomy in decision making 
and mission implementation’. 

o It further encourages state govt. to delegate powers available to ULB (Urban Local Body) to the 
Chief Executive Officer of SPV. 
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5. Lack of financial Independence- Not enough independence has been given in financial matters to 
municipalities  

o For e.g. Even for certain functions which are in its purview like levying taxes or civil projects 
above a certain budget – ULBs need permission from the State govt. 

6. Democratic decentralisation in the case of municipalities is not participative and Inclusive-
Municipalities also suffer from similar weaknesses to Panchayats. Municipalities are more backward in 
the sense that there is no institution of direct democracy that is Mohalls Sabha at par with Gram Sabha, 
is existing. 

7. Lack of political will - There has been the neglect of urban administration because Lok Sabha is 
dominated by rural constituencies. Urban areas are sources of generating funds; hence there is greater 
reluctance among politicians and state governments to devolve power to municipalities. 

 
Measures that can be taken to make them true local self-government 
 

1. MacKinsey report on India’s urban awakening have suggested the following things  
o Urban reform needs political will, Vocal citizens and the active participation from the private 

sector. India is in a state of deep inertia about the urgency and scale of urban reforms.  
o India’s urban model should focus on four elements  

▪ Funding –Sufficient resources for investment to build services for citizens.  
▪ Governance –The most successful governance is a development model that empowers local 

leaders but holds them accountable. 
▪ Planning – Effective and systematic urban planning has been part of the fabric of successful 

cities for decades. 
▪ Sectoral policies –Great cities invest effort in designing policies for the most important 

sector that influence the city’s economy and quality of life. 
2. Suggestion by Economic survey 2018  

o It mentions that local self –institutions depend on devolved funds and it suggests that  
▪ State govt. is to be encouraged to transfer functions under the 12th schedule to urban local 

bodies.  
▪ Preparation of a road map to make municipalities financially self-sufficient.  
▪ Enhance citizen participation through open cities framework. –it means use of digital 

technology for reporting and feedback.  
▪ Use of the alternative model of finance like –Municipal Bonds.  

3. As per NITI Aayog ’strategy for New India @75’ 
o It acknowledges that cities are central to raise productivity, enhance job creation and improve public 

finance. It also acknowledges that city governance is a key enabler to achieve economic 
development.  

o Indian ULB’s have huge scope to improve their financial autonomy and capacity to raise resources. 
Ultimately in a democracy, higher level of funding and greater transparency would need to be 
complemented by greater civic engagement and demand for accountability.  

4. Other solutions  
o To achieve the goal of 5 trillion economies India has to sustain 8 % rate of growth it cannot be 

achieved without structural transformation in urban administration. 
o The present govt. has the stronger mandate to fix up the problem of cities –government should 

enable and support state govt. for devolution of power. 
o So far 3rd tier is kept out of GST -the 15th finance commission should correct it. 
o Co-operative federalism in India should not stop at the state level. 
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Conclusion  
Thus, there is a need of Building cities that “work” –and it is inclusive, healthy, resilient, and sustainable – which 
requires intensive policy coordination and investment choices. National and local governments have an important 
role to play to take action now, shaping the future of their development, and creating opportunities for all. 
 
 
Q14. Parliament is not just a representation of the diversity of India, but also a platform for shaping the future of 
the nation. However, it has a lot of shortcomings in its functioning. Discuss the need for parliamentary reforms. 
(15M) 
 
Direction: Briefly describe Parliament. Give the importance to parliament (esp. how it helps represent diversity and 
shape the future of the nation). List the issues that have been plaguing the parliament. Give reforms and expert 
recommendations. Conclude.  
 
Introduction  
Legislature of a nation is the mirror of its society and people. It is mandated to represent the interest and aspirations 
of every citizen and decide the direction of social change. At the same time parliament also has the role of contributing 
to the growth of the nation through growth-centric policies, laws and amendments.  
 
Main Body  
 
Analysis of parliament in representing the diversity and shaping the future of the nation  
The legislature as a representative institution performs a crucial role as the central arena where all the competing 
forces in the polity are brought face to face for organized interaction. If the corporate conscience of the community 
is to find a voice and assert itself democratically, it can be done only in a Legislature---a forum--by the people's 
representatives. 
 

1. Representing different interests and aspirations through the representation of different parties   
a. The Indian parliament has representatives of parties from different sections and ideologies. For 

example,  
i. There are parties representing the particular section like AIMIM representing the interest of 

Muslims, BSP and Republican Party of India representing the interest of Dalits etc.  
b. Laws towards empowering the marginalised and vulnerable sections  

i. Forest Rights act 2006 (FRA -2006) for the rights of Tribal.  
ii. Protection of Civil Rights Act, 1955 for the rights of SC/ST community.  

iii. Landmarks laws on women empowerment like Domestic Violence Act on sexual harassment 
in the workplace and for children Prevention of Child from the sexual harassment act.  

iv. Triple Talaq act for the empowerment and justice of Muslim women.  
c. Representing interest through Continuous amendment making the constitution an organic document 

for example  
i. For example, Parliament over the time introduced the reservation for other backward classes 

and economically weaker sections which were limited to the SC/ST community only.  
ii. Amendment of Article 370 for the interest and aspirations of the people of Kashmir. 

d. Representation through the policy of reservation – The lower house of parliament has the reservation 
for the communities of scheduled tribes and scheduled caste who are successfully addressing the 
interest of these sections.  

2. Shaping the future of the nation through law-making –the Indian parliament by bringing the different laws 
to the table seeks to represent the interest and aspirations of the various sections. For example  

a. Contribution to the growth of the nation through growth-centric law making – For example historic 
laws like E-commerce policy, labour codes, laws on tax reforms, land amendment act, Model contract 
farming act etc. Contribute towards the growth and development of the nation.  
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b. Contributing to growth by constitutional amendment – For example, the 101st amendment act which 
led to the introduction of the Goods and service tax has contributed towards the better exchequer of 
the government.  

c. Scrutiny of Government's performance: Recent debate in the parliament on the issues of the price of 
rice and inflation has been a prime example of scrutiny of government performance and questioning 
of the executive regarding the economic performance.  

i. Parliament also checks actions of the government either through tools of Question hour, 
discussion or through the parliamentary standing committees. 

d. Parliament is not only a legislative body but also a deliberative one which enables the members to 
debate major issues of public importance impacting the growth of the nation.  

i. It enables the expression and debate on issues of local and national importance contributing 
to the growth of the nation.  

e. Representation of interest and aspirations of the different states through Rajya Sabha.  
 Rajya Sabha also acts as a means to institutionalise the federal principle of power-sharing 

between the Centre and states where the interest of the states gets represented.  
3. Structural issues that need to be addressed  

a. Decline in the number of sittings in Indian Parliament: - According to the analysis of PRS Legislative 
Research (PRS), against the average of 127 days of sitting in the 1950s, Lok Sabha met only 74 times 
in 2012. The 16th Lok Sabha sat for 331 days and 1,615 hours less than by 137 days and 1,074 hours 
of all full-term Parliaments. 

b. Decline in the duration of the Budget session: - In the year 2012, both Houses met for only 35 days 
but the irony is that 92 per cent of budgetary proposals were put to vote without any discussion. 
Although this particular Lok Sabha (16th Lok Sabha) spent 50 and 30 hours more than the 15th and 
14th Lok Sabha, question hours declined and 83 per cent of the Budget was passed without 
discussion. 

c. Attendance of Members: - Speakers have turned their eyes away from the necessity of having the 
quorum for the sitting to proceed. Even in the fifteenth Lok Sabha, there were only seven out of 545 
members had 100 % attendance. 

d. Decrease in the number of questions answered in Indian Parliament: - In 2012 only 144 questions 
in Lok Sabha and 157 questions in Rajya Sabha were answered orally, however in the 16th Lok 
Sabha, on average, 562 MPs have asked 251 questions and attended 221 out of 312 sittings. 

e. Tabling the Bill: - The manner in which the bill (j & k reorganisation bill) has been placed is a direct 
violation of the Rules of procedure and conduct of business Rules 69 which talks about Motion 
before the introduction of bills. 

f. Role of Parliamentary Committee: - In the 16th Lok Sabha, fewer Bills (26 per cent) are being 
referred to Parliamentary Committees as compared to the 15th Lok Sabha (71 per cent) and the 14th 
Lok Sabha (60 per cent). For example, RTI Amendment Act (2019), and UAPA Amendment Act (2019) 
- which have huge implications on civil liberties, were passed 

 
4. Suggestions to improve the functioning  

a. NCRWC recommended- 
a. Minimum working days should be fixed - e.g. 100 and 120 for RS and LS and compensation 

for time lost in disruptions.  
b. Dilute the power of the government to be the sole decider of the dates of parliamentary 

sessions. The calendar of sitting can be fixed by the act of Parliament as done in many 
countries. 

c. Convention of Shadow cabinet like the British Parliament can be adopted. 
b. Legislative impact assessment- to assess the real impact of the law made on the targeted group and 

periodic review of the laws.  
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c. Ensure maximum attendance and ensure the minimum working hours of the members of 
parliament to make the platform more deliberative and representative of the aspirations of the 
people.  

d. Review of anti-defection law - make a balance between the interest of the political party and the 
privilege of freedom of speech and expression for parliamentarians 

e. Role of opposition should be more constructive Govt. should be responsive to opposition and 
opposition to be responsible and constructive 

f. Setup special courts against legislators to address the problem of the rising no of legislators with 
criminal backgrounds.  

g. Reform or de-politicisation of the post of the speaker – there is a suggestion for reforming the 
institution of the speaker and adopt the British policy of once a speaker always a speaker.  

h. Codification of privilege of parliamentarians to define limits and to check judicial intervention in 
parliament.  

 
Conclusion  
While we can legitimately proud of the reasonably successful working of Parliament since independence, Parliament 
is relevant only as a dynamic institution ever adjusting its functions and procedures to the changing needs of the times. 
If democracy and freedom are to endure, if representative institutions are to be made impregnable an all-around 
effort to reform the Parliament.  
 
 
Q15. Representation of the People Act (RPA) is a significant tool to ensure free and fair elections in India. In this 
context, differentiate between the provisions of the RP Act,1950, and the RP Act,1951. Discuss the significance 
and challenges faced by these acts in realizing their goal.  
 
Direction: Briefly give an introduction to RPA. How does it ensure free and fair elections. Then differentiate between 
RPA 1950 and 1951. Next, write the significance and challenges faced. Suggest reforms. Conclude.  
 
Introduction  
Free and fair election is the sine qua non of democracy. To ensure the conduct of elections in free, fair and impartial 
manner, articles 324–329 empower Parliament to make laws to regulate the electoral process. In this context, the 
Parliament has enacted the Representation of People Act, 1950 (RPA, 1950) and the Representation of People Act, 
1951 (RPA, 1951).  
 
Main Body  
The key difference between the two is that while RPA, 1950 provide for preparations before the actual elections, 
RPA, 1951 makes provisions for the actual conduct of elections. 
RPA 1950  

1. While articles 80, 170 and 171 fixed the maximum and minimum number of seats in Parliament, legislative 
assemblies of states and legislative councils respectively, RPA, 1950 provides for the actual allocation of 
seats in these houses. 

2. Lays down the qualification of voters 
3. Lays down procedures for the preparation of electoral rolls and the manner of filling seats. 
4. Procedures for delimitation of constituencies. 

RPA 1951 
1. Regulates the actual conduct of elections and by-elections. 
2. Provides administrative machinery for conducting elections. 
3. Deals with the registration of political parties. 
4. Specifies the qualifications and disqualifications for membership of the houses. 
5. Provisions to curb corrupt practises and other electoral offences. 
6. Procedures for settling doubts and disputes arising out of elections. 
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Significance of the representation of the people Acts  
 

1. Equal Representation: The RPA, 1950 provides for delimitation which brings equality in the process of 
election by ensuring roughly an equal number of electors in each constituency 

2. Decriminalizing Indian Politics: The RPA, 1951 plays a significant role in breaking the politicians, police & 
criminal nexus (which is one of the greatest threats to the rule of law in India), by prohibiting the entry of 
persons with a criminal background into the electoral process, thus decriminalizing Indian politics  

3. Accountability and Transparency: The RPA,1951 provides for the expenditure monitoring mechanism which 
ensures the accountability and transparency of the candidate in the use of public funds or misuse of power 
for personal benefits  

4. Legible Political Funding: The RPA,1951 provides that only those political parties which are registered under 
section 29A of the RPA, 1951 are eligible to receive electoral bonds, thus providing a mechanism to track the 
source of political funding and ensuring transparency in electoral funding  

5. Clean Election: The RPA, 1951 prohibits corrupt practices like booth capturing, bribery or promoting enmity 
etc., and ensures the conduct of free & fair elections which in turn encourage political liberalization and 
democratization. 

 
Challenges faced by the act in realising their goal  

1. False Disclosures of the income and assets: Even after the provision of the declaration of assets and 
liabilities in the RPA act, candidates do not disclose all their assets and provide wrong and incomplete 
information regarding their assets, liabilities, income and educational qualifications. 

2. The Bureaucratization of Politics: In spite of the inclusion of several provisions aimed at making the ECI as 
an independent body, it is still dependent on the Union for financial matters that pave the way for political 
parties to manage to get the officers in their favour through money and muscle power. 

3. Misuse of Government Machinery: The RPAs lack clear provisions and guidelines on the matters related to 
the misuse of official machinery that gives an unfair advantage to the ruling party at the time of elections 
and leads to the misuse of public funds for furthering the prospects of candidates of a particular party  

o The misuse of official machinery takes different forms, such as the Issue of advertisements at the 
cost of government and public exchequer highlighting their achievements, disbursements out of the 
discretionary funds at the disposal of the ministers, use of government vehicles for canvassing etc  

4. Dual Responsibility of the ECI: The ECI does not have an independent staff of its own so whenever elections 
take place, it has to depend upon the staff of Central and State Governments hence the dual responsibility 
of the administrative staff, to the government for ordinary administration and to the ECI for electoral 
administration is not conducive to the impartial and efficient functioning of the Commission.  

Way forward  
 

1. Restriction on Opinion Polls: By an amendment made to the RPA 1951, conducting and publishing results of 
exit polls have been prohibited. 

o There should be a similar prohibition or restriction on opinion polls also as several manipulated 
opinion polls could impact the voting pattern  

2. False Declaration as Offense: The RPA,1951 should be amended to include all the items related to the 
election disclosure in the affidavit and making false declarations in connection with the election to be an 
offence  

3. State Funding of Elections: To minimise the role of money in elections, provisions should be made for state 
funding of elections. Many government reports have highlighted the prospects of state funding of elections 
like the Law commission Indrajit Gupta committee 

4. Ensuring Independence of ECI: In order to curb the practice of bureaucratization of politics and to secure 
complete independence of the Election Commission, its expenditure should be charged to the Consolidated 
Fund of India. 
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Conclusion 
Thus, both the acts support and complement each other. They uphold direct and participatory democracy, 
accountability and transparency and ensure a clean election process the outcome of which is acceptable to all 
ensuring a peaceful transfer of power. 
 
Q16. In recent times, the union government is strongly pursuing lateral entry into civil services. Critically analyze 
the effectiveness of this measure. Do you think, it can provide a solution to the much-needed civil service 
reforms? (15M) 
 
Direction: Briefly tell what lateral entry in civil services is then give its positive and negative impact and give a way 
forward of what could be done to cover the loopholes. Conclude.  
 
Introduction 
The lateral entry mode, which pertains to the appointment of specialists from the private sector in government 
organizations, is an attempt by the government to bring in fresh talent into the bureaucracy.  
 
Body 
Advantages of Lateral Entry 

  Specialized Knowledge required: with the advancement of technology Governance is becoming more and 
more complex requiring specialized skills. 

o Generalist officers cannot be always expected to be up-to-date with specialized knowledge. 
o People with expertise and specialist domain knowledge are required to navigate the complex needs 

of present-day administrative challenges. 
 Bridging the Gap: According to Department of Personnel and Training data, there is a shortage of about 

1500 IAS officers. Lateral entry can help bridge this deficit. 
 Transform Work Culture: It will help in bringing change in bureaucratic culture in the Government sector 

culture. Bureaucratic culture is criticized for red-tapism, rule-book bureaucracy, and status-quoist. 
 Provide a more competitive spirit break the complacency and prove to be a pioneering initiative in the 

public interest. 
 Lateral Entry helps in bringing the values of economy, efficiency, and effectiveness to the Government 

sector. It will help in building a culture of performance within the Government sector. 
 Collaborative Governance: Presently, governance is becoming a more participatory and multi-actor 

endeavour. In this context, the lateral entry provides stakeholders such as the private sector and non-
profits an opportunity to participate in the governance process. 

Arguments against effectiveness of Lateral Entry 
 Selection process: Lack of transparency, honesty and political interference in the selection process. 
 Outsourcing Expertise: There is a difference between bringing expertise and being part of the decision-

making process. 
o For bringing expertise, the government doesn’t strictly need to hire private-sector personnel. 

Expertise is widely available and used by almost every ministry — expert committees, consultations, 
think tank engagements, etc. 

 Unwieldy Decision-Making Process: The success of lateral entry requires an understanding of the system 
and an ability to work with the “permanent” establishment.  

o No training or orientation is provided for this. 
o Interests and motivation vary from person to person. Therefore, short-term entry of officers through 

lateral entry might lead to corrupt practices. 
 Lateral entry into civil services undermines reservation policy 
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 The contradictory motive of private and government: Private sector approach is profit-oriented on the 
other hand motive of the Government is public service. 

o This is also a fundamental transition that a private sector person has to make while working in 
government. 

 Conflict of Interest: Hiring of the private sector into administrative positions raises issues of potential 
conflict of interest. 

o This issue requires a stringent code of conduct for entrants from private sectors to ensure conflict of 
interest is not detrimental to the public good. 

Despite these issues, lateral entry can provide a solution to civil services reforms. Any change initially is resisted and 
takes time to get systematized. Lateral entry will help create a young breed of civil servants having wide expertise in 
working in the private as well as government sectors. 
 
Conclusion 
Reforms in any organization are needed with time and Lateral entry in civil service has its benefits but the lacunas of 
the reform should be kept in mind. To bring structural change even permanent system reform too should be 
initiated for good governance in administration. 
 
 
Q17. COVID-19 has triggered an introspection of India’s Healthcare System. India needs a comprehensive overhaul 
of its healthcare infrastructure to tackle the challenges of the 21st century. Discuss. (15M) 
 
Direction: Give an account of India’s healthcare system and then talk about the comprehensive healthcare system 
and its importance to tackle any further challenges that could also include international practices associated. 
 
Introduction 
According to World Bank data- of India’s Healthcare System, had 85.7 physicians per 1,00,000 people in 2017 (in 
contrast to 98 in Pakistan, 100 in Sri Lanka and 241 in Japan). And India has among the highest out-of-pocket (OOP) 
expenditures of all countries in the world- 62% of the total health expenditure in India is OOP. 
 
Body 
India needs a comprehensive health care system because: 

 Health care sector: Healthcare has become one of India’s largest sectors, both in terms of revenue and 
employment and growing at a brisk pace due to its strengthening coverage, services and increasing 
expenditure by public as well as private players. 

 Indian healthcare delivery system is categorized into two major components – public and private. 
o The Government, i.e. public healthcare system, comprises limited secondary and tertiary care 

institutions in key cities and focuses on providing basic healthcare facilities in the form of primary 
healthcare centres (PHCs) in rural areas. 

o The private sector provides the majority of secondary, tertiary, and quaternary care institutions with 
a major concentration in metros and tier I and tier II cities. 

 India’s competitive advantage lies in its large pool of well-trained medical professionals. India is also cost-
competitive compared to its peers in Asia and Western countries. 

 The cost of surgery in India is about one-tenth of that in the US or Western Europe. India ranks 145 among 
195 countries in terms of quality and accessibility of healthcare 

Measures needed to strengthen the existing state of Health infrastructure in the country are 
 Increase in public spending: There is an immediate need to increase public spending to 2.5% of GDP, despite 

that being lower than the global average of 5.4%. 
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o The achievement of a distress-free and comprehensive wellness system for all hinges on the 
performance of health and wellness centres as they will be instrumental in reducing the greater 
burden of out-of-pocket expenditure on health. 

o There is a need to depart from the current trend of erratic and insufficient increases in health 
spending and make substantial and sustained investments in public health over the next decade. 

 A National Health Regulatory and Development Framework need to be made for improving the quality (for 
example registration of health practitioners), performance, equity, efficacy and accountability of healthcare 
delivery across the country. 

 Increase the Public-Private Partnerships to increase the last-mile reach of healthcare. 
 Generic drugs and Jan Aushadi Kendras should be increased to make medicines affordable and reduce the 

major component of Out-of-Pocket Expenditure. 
 The government’s National Innovation Council, which is mandated to provide a platform for collaboration 

amongst healthcare domain experts, stakeholders and key participants, should encourage a culture of 
innovation in India and help develop policy on innovations that will focus on an Indian model for inclusive 
growth. 

 India should take a cue from other developing countries like Thailand to work toward providing Universal 
Health Coverage.  

o UHC includes three components: Population coverage, disease coverage and cost coverage. 
 Leveraging the benefits of Information Technology like computer and mobile-phone-based e-health and m-

health initiatives to improve the quality of healthcare service delivery.  
o Start-ups are investing in the healthcare sector from process automation to diagnostics to low-cost 

innovations.  
 Policy and regulatory support should be provided to make healthcare accessible and affordable 

Conclusion 
India needs a holistic approach to tackle problems in the healthcare industry. This includes the active collaboration 
of all stakeholders’ public, private sectors, and individuals. A more dynamic and proactive approach is needed to 
handle the dual disease burden. Universal access to health makes the nation fit and healthy, aiding better to achieve 
the demographic dividend 
 
 
Q18. Write a note on a few important observations of the recently released National Family Health Survey -5 
(NFHS) data survey. In this context, do you think India needs to redraft its population policy to ensure population 
stabilisation for the future? (15M) 
 
Direction: Briefly highlight what NFHS-5 data talk about, what India’s population policy is and what could be done for 
population stabilization in the future. Cite examples to justify your points. Conclude. 
 
Introduction 
The NFHS is a large-scale, multi-round survey conducted in a representative sample of households throughout India 
and it is conducted by The Ministry of Health and Family Welfare (MoHFW). 
 
Body 
National Family Health Survey-5 data will be useful in setting benchmarks and examining the progress the health 
sector has made over time.  
 
Important observations of the National Family Health Survey -5 

 Sex Ratio: there were 1,020 women for 1000 men in the country in 2019-2021. 
o This is the highest sex ratio for any NFHS survey. 
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 Sex Ratio at Birth (SRB): For the first time in India, in the period of 2019-21, there were 1,020 adult women 
per 1,000 men. 

o However, the data shall not undermine the fact that India still has a sex ratio at birth more skewed 
towards boys than the natural SRB which is 952 girls per 1000 boys. 

o Uttar Pradesh, Haryana, Punjab, Rajasthan, Bihar, Delhi, Jharkhand, Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, 
Odisha, and Maharashtra are the major states with low SRB. 

 Total Fertility Rate (TFR): The TFR has also come down below the threshold at which the population is 
expected to replace itself from one generation to the next. 

o TFR was 2 in 2019-2021, just below the replacement fertility rate of 2.1. 
o In rural areas, the TFR is still 2.1 and in urban areas, TFR had gone below the replacement fertility 

rate in the 2015-16 NFHS itself. 
o A decline in TFR, also entails that India’s population would become older. 
o The survey shows that the share of the under-15 population in the country has therefore further 

declined from 28.6% in 2015-16 to 26.5% in 2019-21. 
 Institutional Births: Institutional births have increased substantially from 79% to 89% at all-India levels. 

o Institutional delivery is 100% in Puducherry and Tamil Nadu and more than 90% in 7 States/UTs out 
of 12 Phase II States/UTs. 

o Along with an increase in institutional births, there has also been a substantial increase in C-section 
deliveries in many States/UTs, especially in private health facilities. 

 Family Planning: Overall Contraceptive Prevalence Rate (CPR) has increased substantially from 54% to 67% 
at an all-India level and in almost all Phase-II States/UTs with an exception of Punjab. 

o Unmet needs for family Planning have witnessed a significant decline from13% to 9% at an all-India 
level and in most of the Phase-II States/UTs. 

Yes, India needs to redraft its population policy for the following reasons: 

 Population control is not only dependent on policy intervention but also nation’s economic, education and 
societal condition. 

 Narrow perspective;- India’s population control measures were mainly focused on contraception and 
sterilization while ignoring the importance of poverty elimination, improving the standards of living and the 
spread of education. 

 Not publicized;- on the national level population control policy was not publicized and failed to generate mass 
support and awareness in favour of population control. 

 Insufficient infrastructure; - India owing to the lack of trained staff, and limited use or misuse of the 
equipment for population control failed to achieve the desired objective. 

 Voluntary nature;- The Family Welfare Programme in India is voluntary in nature, which enables couples to 
decide the size of their family and adopt the family planning methods best suited to them, according to their 
choice, without any compulsion 

 International obligation;- India was a signatory to the Programme of Action (POA) of the International 
Conference on Population and Development, 1994, which was unequivocally against coercion in family 
planning. 

 

Population stabilization 
                    Population stabilization was India’s key agenda in the early decades of development activities and had 
taken May measures to control its population explosion like The National Population Policy (NPP), Jansankhya 
Sthirata Kosh etc. like many countries did earlier e.g. China's one-child policy. 
           And now it had shown the result were India is below its replacement fertility rate, but in the present 
condition, many developed nations are going through demographic change with an increasing number of the 
elderly population. Hence many countries including developed nations like Sweden, and Japan are providing 
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incentives to women to have children. 
            So, India’s population strategy should be more accommodative with a sustainable population for its 
development.  
 
 
Conclusion 
The population stabilization difference between the southern and northern states is becoming disproportionately 
skewed. In such a scenario, demographics will eclipse economic growth and destroy the gains from a young 
populace. 
                            Thus, the long-term policy requires a stable population consistent with the requirements of 
sustainable economic growth, social development, and environmental protection. 
 
 
Q19. Discuss India's leadership role at WTO since its inception. (15M)  
 
Direction: Briefly write about WTO. Highlight India’s role at WTO. Point out some issues associated with it. Conclude 
how these issues can be solved.  
 
Introduction  
India was one of the 23 original signatories to the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) concluded in 
1947. Since then, India has been effectively involved in the formulation of all significant multilateral trade 
agreements. In the multilateral trade negotiations under GATT, India has often positioned itself as a leader of 
developing countries. 
 
Main Body  
India's leadership role at WTO 
As a developing country, India has played a significant role in the proceedings of the WTO, especially in voicing its 
own concerns and also of the entire developing world in the following ways  

1. India as a founding member – When GATT’s successor, the World Trade Organisation (WTO), was 
formed in 1995, India became a founding member. Nonetheless, India’s purist approach to the 
multilateral trading system – a fair, open, transparent and balanced trading regime in developing 
countries’ interests, remained in WTO negotiations as well. 

o For instance, India opposed expanding trade rules into issue areas such as labour standards, 
competition policy, government procurement, trade-in investment and trade facilitation 
agreement.  

2. Leadership role in securing special and differential treatment for developing countries - With other 
emerging powers such as Brazil and China, India led the developing countries in securing some 
significant special and differential treatment (SDT) provisions. India was also one of the primary 
catalysers of the power shifts in WTO in recent years.  

3. India’s leadership role in the Doha agreement - In the Doha WTO conference that took place in 2001, 
India emerged as the most outspoken of advocate for the developing bloc. The meeting was declared a 
success since the delegates of 142 countries agreed to a new round of trade talks, including topics such 
as environment, competition and investment. 

4. Leadership role in building developing country coalitions such as the G20 and the G33-  
o G20 is the original grouping of developing countries that came up to seek a better deal for 

farmers in emerging and poor countries.  
o The G33 (or the Friends of Special Products in agriculture) is a coalition of developing countries, 

established prior to the 2003 Cancun ministerial conference, that have coordinated during 
the Doha Round of World Trade Organization negotiations, specifically in regard to agriculture. 

5. India's leading efforts toward WTO subsidy rules - to enable developing countries to engage in public 
food stockholding for food security purposes. It also calls for making the multilateral trading system 
more fair and inclusive. 
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 In this regard, India along with South Africa submitted a proposal that called for 
development-centric reforms in WTO. The proposal also highlighted the increasing trade 
frictions and the necessity of reforming the WTO dispute settlement mechanism. 

6. India’s leadership for waiver of intellectual property rights on COVID 19 vaccines in WTO- India made a 
proposal for the IP waiver for the COVID -19 vaccines. The IP waiver might open up space for the 
production of Covid vaccines with emergency use authorisations (EUA) on a larger scale in middle-
income countries.  

o It will make the vaccine cost-effective, lead to large-scale production and fill the gap between 
the developed and developing countries.  

However, India has also been at the receiving end of some of the unfavourable decisions at WTO e.g., India’s 
domestic solar manufacturing rule. Also, many a time India has been criticised for holding up an agreement.  
 
Conclusion  
WTO Director-General Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala during a meeting in India held that “India is a leader, India has a strong 
voice at the WTO and for the future functioning and effectiveness of WTO and for securing the interest of developing 
countries India’s leadership will be very important.  
 
 
Q20. Indian diaspora is an asset as well as a liability in its own way. Critically analyze (15M) 
 
Direction: Give the status of India’s diaspora. List down how they are an asset. Cite example. And how they become 
a liability. Justify your point with an example. Conclude.  
 
 
Introduction  
According to the Global Migration Report 2020, India continues to be the largest country of origin of international 
migrants with a 17.5 million-strong Diaspora across the world, and it received the highest remittance of $78.6 billion 
(this amounts to a whopping 3.4% of India’s GDP) from Indians living abroad. 
 
Main Body  
In recent times, the government has laid a strong foundation by making diplomacy people-centric with the 
government’s constant interaction with the Indian Diaspora. The Indian Diaspora is the bridge between their nation 
and India where they can grow simultaneously for the betterment of their citizens. The Diaspora can provide 
the requisite strategic impulse, which makes it all the more important to unlock their potential. 
 
Indian Diaspora as assets  

1. Indian Diaspora as an instrument of soft power – Indian Diaspora has been called as “cultural ambassadors” 
of India. Since ancient times India has sent its people abroad for the propagation of culture. For example, 
Asoka sent his daughters and son for the propagation of Buddhism. In recent time also Indian Diaspora has 
propagated the Indian culture of Yoga, Meditation and Indian cuisines.  

2. Economic assets - Indian Diaspora is one of the richest minorities in many developed countries, this helped 
them to lobby for favorable terms regarding India's interests. For example, at 2.8 million, Indians may 
number just 1% of the U.S. population, but they are the most educated and richest minority, according to a 
2013 Pew survey. 

o Diaspora as the source of trade and investment in India-   
3. Diaspora Diplomacy: A collective action that is driven by a country’s diaspora, that influences the host 

country’s culture, politics, and economics in a manner that is mutually beneficial for the homeland and the 
new home base. 

o For example, the Indian Diaspora played a crucial role in the fructification of the India-US Nuclear 
deal.  
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4. Humanitarian Assistance by the Diaspora: There are many instances where the Diaspora has stood up for 
their Indian kins in times of disaster. 

o For example: during the recent Kerala floods, immense help in the form of men, materials and 
money from the Diaspora was given. Indian Diaspora residing in China’s Shanghai has contributed Rs. 
32.13 lakh to the Chief Minister’s distress relief fund for the Kerala floods. 

5. Diaspora as Asset in Disguise in various other sense - The Diaspora population bring technical and domain 
expertise to domestic start-ups and often act as angel investors 

o Diaspora Indian faculty abroad volunteer time and resources to help faculty on Indian campuses 
improve the quality of education — as in the case of member institutions of the Indo Universal 
Collaboration of Engineering Education The 

o Diaspora can step up and act as Indian ‘ambassadors’, as it is insufficient and ineffective for a 
country or its missions abroad to rely only on press releases to change public opinion. 

Indian Diaspora as liability  
1. Evacuation during the wartime situation- It becomes the liability of the nation to safely return to the 

Diaspora during the wartime situation. It costs a lot of money and manpower.  
o For example, Operation Ganga during the Russia-Ukraine Crisis to bring back the students and 

residents in Ukraine.  
2. Volatility in west Asia - The volatility in West Asia, together with the fall in oil prices, has caused fears of a 

massive return of Indian nationals, curtailing remittances and making demands on the job market. 
3. Returning Diaspora: India must also realise that Diaspora in West Asia is semi-skilled and mainly engaged in 

the infrastructure sector. After the infrastructure boom will get over India should be ready for the 
eventuality of Indian workers returning  

4. Negative Fallout: It must be remembered that having a strong Diaspora does not always translate to 
benefits for the home country. India has had problems with negative campaigning and foreign funding, 
coming from abroad, for separatist movements like the Khalistan movement. 

5. Liability during Pandemic situation – For example during the COVID-19 pandemic, the management of the 
Diaspora returning from the highly infected nations became the liability. There was added cost of 
management of movement, flights and quarantine facilities for the Diaspora.  

6. Constraints in decision making due to Diaspora- Diaspora becomes the constraint for free decision making. 
For example, we cannot take any decision in west Asia which makes the leaders of the western countries 
turn against India. Otherwise, it will be a concern for the safety and security residing there.  

Conclusion  
But analyzing the Balance sheet of assets and liability w.r.t Diaspora we can conclude that the Diaspora of India are 
strong and they are a boon to India. Their presence length and breadth vary across the countries of the world make 
will help India rise as a regional and global player in the coming time.  
 
 
 
 
 
 


