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StepUP GS1 FLT 

Synopsis 
 

NOTE: Please remember that following ‘answers’ are NOT ‘model answers’. What we are providing is content that 
both meets the demand of the question and at the same time gives you extra points to attempt similar questions. 
Diagrams/Images have been provided for your understanding. 
 

 

Q1. “India’s richness in handicrafts was the source of economic might for various empires in the country over the 

years”. Elucidate. (10M) 

Direction: Define Handicrafts. Give a brief account of Indian handicrafts richness from the ancient time to the advent 
of the British with various examples and connect it with today’s modern era and how could we bring back its glory 
through trade practices  
 
Introduction 
Handicrafts mean activity involving the making of decorative domestic or other objects by hand. India had a rich 
history of architectural and artistic values which had a huge economic base and its richness was famous among the 
other world civilization. This rich glory should be revived to make India attain its goal of Aatmanirbhar Bharat. 
 
Body 
The historical richness of handicrafts in India. 

 From the Ancient India richness: 
o Indus valley civilization: the remarkable artefacts like the red sand stone of male torso in Harappa 

and sculpture of bearded priest of Mohenjo-Daro, seals made up off steatite stone, copper, gold, 
ivory and bronze statues like a dancing girl made from using lost wax techniques, pottery- red 
and black pottery etc. show the advancement of handicraft industry. 

o images using simplified motifs of animals, plants and birds. 
o Mauryan arts: Pillars like Sarnath and Stupa like Sanchi had started to gain momentum and the 

sculpturing made on these pillars and decorative toranas around Stupa shows the craft's essence. 
o Northern Black Polished Ware was an excellent example of Muryan handicrafts.  

o Gupta age: In the Gupta period, metal: craft, textile production, ornament art, woodcraft and 
stone craft, ivory work etc. saw special progress. Metalcraft developed remarkably.  

o A grand example of it is the Iron pillar of Mehrauli.  
o A fine example of copper work of the Gupta era is the huge copper statue of the Buddha 

which was found in Sultanganj (District Bhagalpur, Bihar) 
o Silk fabric, muslin, linen, woollen and cotton textiles were in great demand in foreign 

countries.  
o The art of ornament making was quite advanced during the Gupta era.  
o Various kinds of gemstones were also used apart from gold and silver to make ornaments. 

 From the Medieval Indian richness: 
o Pallavas period: From rock-cut cave temple, monolithic rathas of penance of Arjuna to 

structural temple sculpturing of Kailash Nath temple and shore temple give the prof of the 
advancement to sculpturing.  

o While the making of Kanjivaram silk happened under the Pallava dynasty, it flourished 
more under the Chola dynasty 

o Vittala temple of Hampi popular for stone chariots and musical pillar shows the advancement of 
skills of handicrafts 
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o Zardozi embroidery was famous during Delhi Sultanate. 
o Serene and intricate beauty – Chikankari was world famous during Mughal Period 

 
          With global marketing and India’s goal of becoming Aatmanirbhar Bharat, it’s important to revive the rich 
heritage culture by:  

 Using an e-commerce platform- people around the globe prefer to live an organic and healthy lifestyle- 
usage of iron utensils, mud pots and mud utensils is gaining momentum so the online platform could be 
used to expand the market. 

 Home decor- decorative images and paintings had been used time immoral to give a pleasant atmosphere; 
Indian historical paintings like Rajasthani paintings, kalamkari paintings etc. could be popularized. 

 Sculpture: sculpture and stone artefact has always been given a special place and even today many 
corporate center use sculpture for décor. Indian theme sculpture could be more propagated to accelerate 
their demands.  

 Government is promoting Indian arts abroad with brand images and seminars. These steps could be 
increased. 

 Creating awareness: more awareness and advertisements should be given for the incorporation of Indian 
handicrafts in India.  

Conclusion 
India has a rich composite culture with different art forms; India being the largest populous country with lots of 
diaspora around the globe, this opportunity should be used to achieve the goal of Aatmanirbhar Bharat 
 

Q2. The advent of Islam in India led to some remarkable interplay between Indian and Persian architectural 

traditions in the construction of temples. Discuss using suitable examples. (10M) 

Direction: Give an account of how Islamic tradition had brought different elements in the construction of temple 
architecture to differentiate Indian and Islamic architecture with suitable examples. Conclude. 
 
Introduction 
With the arrival of Islam, Indian architecture underwent a massive change. New elements, such as calligraphy, 
ornamentation using inlay work, etc. were introduced. With the blend of local architectural styles, the confluence of 
Indo-Islamic styles was born.  
 
Body 
During this period, the Indo-Islamic style started to influence the local 
architectural styles as well. Bengal, Bijapur, Jaunpur and Mandu 
became important seats of architectural development. 

 Bengal School: the Bengal school of architecture was 
characterized by its use of bricks and black marble. The 
mosques built during this period continued the use of sloping 
Bangla roofs which were previously used for temples. 

o Examples: Qadam Rasul mosque. 
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 Malwa School: the cities of Dhār and Mandu in the Malwa plateau 
became prominent seats of architecture. Most prominent feature of 
buildings is the use of different coloured stones and marbles  

o Other prominent features include: large windows, 
lightly arched pavilions and artificial reservoirs known 
as baulis 

o Examples: Raani Roopmati pavilion, Jahaz Mahal 
 

 Jaunpur school: patronized by the sharqi rulers, a unique feature of the 
buildings here is the use of bold and forceful characters painted on huge screens in the centre and side bays 
of the prayers 

o Examples: Atala mosque, Jaunpur 
 Bijapur School: the unique feature is the use of a 3-arched façade 

and bulbous dome which are almost spherical with a narrow 
neck. Example: Gol Gambaj 
 

 Sikh style: heavily influenced by Mughal and the features of the 
Sikh school includes: 

o Use of multiple chhatris 
o Use of shallow cornices 
o Examples: Harminder sahib or golden temple. 

 
Conclusion 
The indo-Islamic architecture shows the blend and assimilation of two religions and its creative idea which had 
shaped into some wonderful masterpieces. 
 

Q3. Discuss the factors that made British emerge as the leading colonial power among its other European 

competitors. (10M)  

Direction: start by telling why European power was interested in India and mention them and later explain the 
reason for British supremacy. Conclude. 
 
Introduction  
Of all the European nations who came as traders to India by knowing its immense wealth by finding a new sea route, 
England emerged as the most powerful and successful by the end of the eighteenth century.  
 
Body  
The major factors for the success of Britain are: 

 Structure and nature of the trading companies: East India Company were controlled by an elected board of 
directors (privately held) but the trading companies of France and Portugal were largely owned by 
feudalistic hence spirit of profit was different.  

 Naval superiority: the Royal Navy of British was not only the largest but also the most advanced of its times 
and it defeated French and Portugal by their naval superiority.  

 Industrial revolution: it started in England in the early 18th century and with the invention of the new 
machine like the spinning jenny, and steam engine, power loam production increased with more profit 
margins. 

 Military skills: British soldiers were disciplined and well trained and the military was well equipped. 
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 Stable government: British witnessed a stable government with an efficient monarch compared to other 
European nations like France which witnessed a violent revolution, Dutch and Spain involved in war and the 
Portuguese weakened its imperial power.  

 Lesser Zeal for religion: Brittan was less zealous about religion and less interested in spreading Christianity 
as compared to Spain, Portugal and Dutch. 

 Use of debt market: one of the major reasons for Britain's success was the use of debt markets to fund its 
wars and the world’s first central bank- the bank of England was established.  

Conclusion 
By the middle of the 19th century AD, the British had firmly established their position in India. A large part of the 
country was under direct British rule. The areas that remained independent were indirectly under British influence. 
India was subjugated politically as well as economically and the economic exploitation of India was a result of its 
political subjugation. 
 

Q4. Examine the challenges that were before post-independent India to establish itself as a democratic republic. 

(10M) 

Direction: can start with defining a democratic republic and in the body talk about challenges faced and give an 
account of its outcome with a conclusion. 
 
Introduction  
India is the largest democratic republic country in the world but its journey of establishing itself as one had to come 
up with many hurdles.   
 
Body 
Freedom came with the partition of the country with unprecedented violence and trauma of displacement and apart 
from it, India has to face multiple challenges to establish itself as a democratic republic. 

 First, to shape a nation with united yet accommodative of diversity in society. India was a land of 
continental size and diversity so integrating all sections together was a mammoth task. 

 Second, integration of the princely state into India and providing uniformity of constitutional rules. 
 Third, to establish itself as a democratic country and develop democratic practices like fundamental rights, 

voting rights for every citizen etc., in accordance with the constitution was a challenge. 
 Fourth, to ensure the development and wellbeing of the entire society and not just catering to some 

sections like the implementation of DPSP and welfare goals. 
 Fifth, to conduct the universal free and fair election by explaining it to the majority illiterate masses. 

India’s approaches to the above challenges are. 
 The princely state was integrated through different approaches like the plebiscite of Junagarh, the 

instrument of accession of Jammu and Kashmir etc. 
 Reorganization of states based on a linguistic basis through state reorganization act. 
 Conducting free and fair elections and for the first time in the world, a communist government formed 

through democratic means in Kerala. 
 Abolition of the zamindari system and initiated land reform for the welfare of the state. 

Conclusion 
Democracy, in other words, is associated with the plurality of ideas and way of life, India accepted its division and 
respected its diversity and framed its constitution to cater for its own specific needs, and there is a difference, yet it 
is standing strong as united. 
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Q5. Treaty of Versailles was not the actual cause of World War II but it did make Europe an unstable place. 

Critically evaluate (10M)  

Direction: Brief start by talking about how WW1 ended and what is the treaty of Versailles and how it makes Europe 
unstable led to WW2 with a conclusion.  
 
Introduction 
World War 1 ended with the victory of The Allies (Britain, France, Italy, Russia and the United States) against The 
Central powers (Germany, Austria-Hungary, turkey) with the Treaty of Versailles signed but that didn’t end the 
problem rather created chaos in Europe.  
 
Body 
The Treaty of Versailles established a blueprint for the postwar world. One of the most controversial terms of the 
treaty was the War Guilt clause, which explicitly and directly blamed Germany for the outbreak of hostilities and 
forced Germany to disarm, make territorial concessions, and pay reparations to the Allied powers. 
The implication of the Treaty of Versailles on Europe instability: 

 Germany recognized the independence of Belgium, Poland, Czechoslovakia and German-Austria and it also 
permits the Allies to make a new arrangement regarding affairs of Eastern Europe. 

 Germany was humiliated by the disintegration of the German population into newly created nations 
leading to aggression. 

 Economic hardship had created chaos and an ultra-nationalism spirit in Europe  
 Due to Political and ideological crises, some states were governed by totalitarian right-wing dictatorships 

e.g.: fascism in Italy, Nazism in Germany, and Francoism in Spain.  
 Discontent with World War I also helped bring about the Russian Revolution of 1917.  

 
Factors responsible for Second World War 

 Treaty of Versailles: The humiliation faced by Germany under this treaty, paved the way for the spread of 
Ultra-Nationalism in Germany and Hitler utilized it to spread of Nazi government. Adolf Hitler, the Leader of 
the German National Socialist (Nazi) party, preached a racist brand of fascism. 

 Failure of the League of Nations It was intended that all countries would be members of the League of 
Nations and that if there were disputes between countries, they could be settled by negotiation rather than 
by force. 

 Rise of Fascism Benito Mussolini established the first Fascist, European dictatorship during the interwar 
period in Italy in 1922. It promised to minister to peoples’ wants more effectively than democracy and 
presented itself as the one sure defence against communism 

 A policy of Appeasement Hitler openly denounced the Treaty of Versailles and began secretly building up 
Germany’s army and weapons. An example of appeasement was the Munich Agreement of September 1938. 
In the Agreement, Britain and France allowed Germany to annex areas in Czechoslovakia where German 
speakers lived. 

 Great Depression of 1929: the worldwide economic depression of the 1930s took its toll in different ways in 
Europe and Asia. 

 
Conclusion 
Treaty of Versailles may not be the direct cause of World War 2 but it created the base for World War 2 which 
changed the course of the ruling of the entire world. 
 

Q6. Describe the causes and consequences of sea level changes. (10M) 
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Direction: Give the status of sea level change. List down factors affecting sea level change. Draw diagrams wherever 
required. Next, delineate the causes and impact of sea level rise as well as sea level fall. Conclude with how to 
mitigate the impact.  
 
Introduction 
Sea level changes can be defined as the rising or decreasing of sea level for a longer period of time. The sea level 
changes are often associated with the level of ice volumes through glacial cycles. This was a natural cycle, but today 
human-induced carbon emissions are leading to sea level changes 
 
Body 
Factors influencing sea level: 

 
Causes of sea level changes: 
Sea level Rise: 

 Ocean thermal expansion: The increase in sea surface temperature leads to thermal expansion of water 
leading to rising sea level. 

 Ice sheets and Glacier melting: The melting of glacial ice increases the amount of water in the ocean, due to 
which the sea surface rises. The increased heat is causing the massive ice sheets that cover Greenland and 
Antarctica to melt more quickly, and also move more quickly into the sea. 

 Glacial isostatic adjustment: is the ongoing movement of land once burdened by ice-age glaciers. 

Sea level fall: 
 Global cooling: due to a reduction of insolation due to various reasons such as large-scale volcanic eruptions 

or spread of space dust, or reduction of Green 
Houses Gases; which leads to thermal contraction 
of ocean water and formation of glacial ices at 
higher latitudes; which cause fall in sea level.  

o Carboniferous and Pleistocene times were 
global cooling times. 

 Upliftment of landmass- isostatic adjustment: due 
to melting of ice glaciers on the landmass. This 
reduces the load on the landmass and it raises 
leading to an apparent fall in sea level. 

o Scandinavia is still rising due to the release 
of glacial ice. 
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Consequences of sea level changes: 
Sea-level fall: A drop of 1 degree in global temperature results in a 2-meter drop in sea level. 

 There is an increase in the land area in the coastal areas. 
 Changes are seen in the erosion and deposition processes. 
 Changes in the base level of rivers, rejuvenated landforms, extended shoreline, lengthening of rivers, death 

of coral reefs, the extension of ice caps. 

Sea-level Rise: 
 Coastal Flooding: Globally, eight of the world's 10 largest cities are near a coast, which is threatened by 

coastal flooding. 
 Destruction of Coastal Biodiversity: due to destructive erosion, wetland flooding, aquifer and agricultural 

soil contamination with salt, and loss of habitat for biodiversity. 
 Dangerous Storm Surges: Storm surge happens when waters rise above their normal levels and are pushed 

inland by the wind. Sea level rise makes storm surges worse leading to more dangerous hurricanes and 
typhoons leading to loss of life and property. 

 Lateral and Inland Migration: Flooding in low-lying coastal areas is forcing people to migrate to the higher 
ground causing displacement and dispossession and in turn a refugee crisis worldwide. 

 Impact on Infrastructure: The prospect of higher coastal water levels threatens basic services such as 
internet access. The value of global assets exposed to these episodes is projected to be 12-20 per cent of the 
global GDP. 

 Threat to Inland Life: Rising seas leads to salt water intrusion which can contaminate soil and groundwater, 
thus threatening life farther away from coasts. 

Conclusion 
At present, we are experiencing a global warming phenomenon and the sea level rising. Therefore, reducing future 
greenhouse gas emissions should be the long-term goal to keep Sea level rise in check. Afforestation and switching 
to renewable is a major step in this regard. 
 
Q7. "Geological structure has a dominant control on landforms and is reflected in them." Analyze. (10M) 
 
Direction: Define geological structure. List their main elements. How do these structures change the landforms of a 
place? Cite examples. 
 
Introduction  
Geological structure refers to the arrangements of rocks in the Earth’s crust. The Geological structure is an 
important influence on geomorphology, erosion rates, and the formation of cliff profiles. 
 
Body  
Main "elements" of geological structure and resultant landforms: 
Strata (layers, bedding, and deposition structures) refer to the different layers of rocks within an area and how they 
relate to each other.  

 Softer rocks like clay and shale are worn down much faster than harder rocks like granite. Thus, Stronger, 
more resistant rocks such as granite tend to produce highland areas, whereas weaker rocks such as Shales, 
schists and sandstones, being less resistant, form the much lower, rounded hills. 

o For instance: Coastal:  A hard rock type like granite, which is resistant to erosion, creates a point of 
land that extends out into the sea. A softer rock type like clay, which is easily eroded, creates a bay. 
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 Recent river sediments form flat plains.  
 Permeability: The permeability of 

rocks will determine how wet or dry 
the surface of a landscape is. 
Limestone is a permeable rock that 
tends to form dry upland areas with 
few streams and thin soils such as 
Karst landforms. Clay is an 
impermeable rock that tends to 
produce wet lowland areas. 
 

 
Deformation (folds) is the degree to which 
rock units have been deformed (either by tilting or folding) by tectonic activity. 

 Mountains:  
o The Fold Mountains are closely 

associated with volcanic activity. 
These volcanic rocks, under 
stress, undergo folding along the 
lines of weakness due to 
compressive forces. 
Eg: Rockies and Andes mountains 

                              
Faulting (fractures) Faults are major fractures in the rock caused by tectonic forces (rocks on both sides of the fault 
line are shifted by these forces).  

 Faults represent a significant weakness within the rock layer. They are often large-scale, extending many 
kilometres. Faults significantly increase the rate of erosion since zones of faulted rock are much more easily 
eroded. These weaknesses are often exploited by various erosion agents. 

Landforms Associated with Faulting: 
 Block Mountains: These Mountains are formed when great blocks of the earth’s crust may be raised or 

lowered due to normal faulting.  
o E.g.: the Black Forest in Germany and Ruwnzori in Uganda. 

 Rift Valley: It is a trough or basin, formed due to displacement of crustal parts and subsidence of the middle 
portion between two normal faults.  

o E.g.: East African rift valley and Narmada rift valley. 
 Plateaus and Basins: These are the result of the wrapping of the earth’s crust. The uplifted area due to 

wrapping is called plateaus.  
o E.g., Deccan Plateau (India) and depressed areas due to wrapping are called basins e.g., Victoria 

Basin (Africa). 

 
Conclusion 
These elements help us understand the composition of the Earth and what stresses it went through in the past. This 
information is critical in understanding plate tectonics, earthquakes, mass movements, landslides and Earth 
resources. 
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Q8. "The Tata Iron and Steel Plant is an example of an Industrial Complex." Explain (10M) 
 
Direction: Define Industrial Complex. Cite its characteristics. Show how TISP fits into the characteristics of an 
industrial complex. In brief, highlight the changes/issues and conclude with what can be done.  
 
Introduction  
In the Indian context, Industrial complexes refer to towns equipped with well-developed industrial infrastructure to 
attract industrial entrepreneurs to locate their units in them.   
Body 
These are being promoted in India to facilitate industrial dispersion accompanied by higher resource-use efficiency. 
Features of Industrial Complex 

 
 
The Tata Iron and Steel Plant in Jamshedpur is a very good example of an Industrial Complex economy of India.  

 Accessibility: It was situated on a national rail route connecting Calcutta to Mumbai. This railway 
transportation provides the facility to import the machine tools from finished goods not only to the Indian 
market but even to the international market. 

 Raw materials: Most of the raw materials were adequately available within a radius of 500 km. Since it was a 
weight-losing industry, emphasis was given to developing the industry in between the coal and iron-ore 
producing areas (Noamundi iron-ore and Jhariaraniganj coking coal) 

 Water: It has emerged at the confluence site of rivers Subarnarekha and Kharkai. This industry needs vast 
land for built-up structures and ample sand and freshwater for the running of the industry.  

 Labour: This was an area of cheap and abundant labour. As a number of workers from different parts of the 
country, particularly Chhattisgarh, Shahabad and Saran districts of Bihar came to work at the plant.  

 Infrastructure: Damodar Valley Coal provided adequate ample thermal power facilities. 
 Management: This industrial unit is overseen by the Tata management. Private sector investment has 

benefitted the people and Tata’s credibility will bring more investment for modernization and expansion of 
this Industrial Complex. 

 Industrial units: Jamshedpur is characterized by 11 major industrial units.  
o Some of them are TISCO, TELCO, Hume Pipe Factory, Agrico, Indian Tin Plate Company, Indian cable 

factory, etc.  Besides them, there has been a large growth of demand-based small-scale industrial 
units. 

Industrial 
Complex

Accessible

Abudanace 
of labour & 

Raw 
materials

Infrastructure

Forward & 
Backward 
linkages

Other 
industrial 

units

Strong 
Management

authority
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 Linkages: TISCO in Jamshedpur has backward linkage with coal mines in Jharia and Raniganj and forward 
linkage as Automobiles industries in Jamshedpur and Kharagpur. 

 Global market: It is not only the oldest Industrial Complex (1907) but it is also one of the finest Industrial 
Complexes in the country. It has a globally recognized market. Its product is capable of competing with 
Japanese products in South East. 

It is facing a few problems, 
 Phenomenal population growth – This city was planned for only about 3 lakh persons but its present 

population is 16 lakh. Overpopulation has created the Problem of industrial slums, housing problems and 
inadequate public services. 

 Modernization – These industries were developed on old technologies as they had emerged before 
independence. So, huge investment is needed for technological upgradation. 

 Shortage of coking coal – Coking coal is a key raw material used for making steel using the blast furnace 
route, besides iron ore. The coking coal reserves of Raniganj and Jharia are almost exhausted.  

 Environmental degradation – The drains of Jamshedpur, the largest city in the basin, directly fall into the 
river Subarnarekha. They contain untreated solid wastes and the river is badly hit. 

 
Conclusion 
The Tata Iron and Steel Plant is a prominent example of a metallurgical industrial complex. Taking advantage of 
geography and human capital our country can have many such industrial complexes.   
 
Q9. “The social tension and conflicts due to globalization in the past few decades can hardly be tackled in a society 

by emphasizing the need for ‘de-globalization’ as seen in some countries”. Critically examine (10M) 

 

Direction: Define globalization and de-globalization. In the body part, list down points showing how globalization has 
created social tensions and conflicts around the world. Cite examples. Then show how 'de-globalization' might help 
in solving these crises. Cite example. Then argue who 'de-globalization is not the solution. Conclude with a balanced 
view. 
 
Introduction 
Globalization refers to the integration of a nation with the world with the free flow of capital, technology, art, music, 
lifestyle etc. It refers world as one global village. But there are instances of social tension and conflicts due to 
globalization hence need for de-globalization has been voiced. 
 
Body 
Challenges due to globalization leading to Social tension and conflict. 

 Increase in political crisis and global conflicts:  
o The Russia-Ukraine war had a global level impact, for instance, the supply of food grains, and oil was 

cut-off from the global supply market leading to the increase in the price of the commodities among 
different countries. 

o There is large-scale migration from African countries to Europe and according to the BBC, there are 
rising numbers of crimes relating to African migration in Europe, especially Scandinavian countries, 
leading to opposition to immigration and preferring nationalist and anti-migration policy in those 
countries 

 Increasing inequality: The UN Development Program reports state that the richest 20% of the world's 
population consumes 86% of the world's resources while the remaining 80% consumes just 14 per cent. 
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 Interdependence: Interdependence between nations has caused local or global instability. The basic reason 
is the local economic fluctuations end up impacting a large number of countries relying on them.  

 Malpractices of MNCs: MNCs are accused of social injustice, unfair working conditions as well as lack of 
concern for the environment, mismanagement of natural resources, and ecological damage. E.g.- PepsiCo 
potato case of Gujarat. 

 Erroneous notion on employment: In the last few years, such technological changes occurring in some 
developing countries have resulted in more loss of jobs than they have created leading to a fall in 
employment growth rates. 

 Increase in terrorism: Globalization has also let loose the forces of “uncivil society” and accelerated the 
transnational flows of terrorism 

 Increase in human trafficking: For example, Southern Africa has witnessed the rise of elaborate 
transnational crime organisations. The illegal trafficking in narcotics, mineral resources, ivory, counterfeit 
products and stolen property is thriving.  

 Contribute towards cultural homogeneity: Globalisation promotes people's tastes to converge which may 
lead to more cultural homogeneity. Due to this, there is a danger of losing precious cultural practices and 
languages. According to UNESCO- around 3000 languages face extinction.  

 Growth of self-selected culture: means people choose to form groups with like-minded persons who wish to 
have an identity that is untainted by the global culture and its values. 
 

                           Because of the increase in issues and problems of Globalisation some experts and people are advising 
for de-Globalisation. 
 
De-globalization 
The term de-globalization is used to highlight the trend of several countries wanting to go back to their social 
economic and trade policies that put their national interests first and to conserve their social-cultural values. 
De-globalisation and its possible effects on social tension and conflict 

 With less external state actor influence and less money supply play, the political crisis could be reduced by 
de-globalisation. For E.g. the war in Iraq had more to do with resources, geopolitics and economic gain. So, 
with less war, less social conflict. 

 Self-reliance and self-sufficiency would give stability to the country and prosperity to its people. E.g. the 
tariff war between US-China had an economic impact on developing countries including India.  

 Culture and language are identity and way of life and preserving them are vital and de-globalisation would 
provide that opportunity. 
                                 

De-globalisation has its own benefit but is this possible in today’s technologically connected interdependent world. 
 With increasing internet and booming technology like metaverse, closing borders will not solve or stop the 

existing problems in any society. 
 There is already an amalgamation of lifestyles including education, job, food, and clothing from across the 

globe and can’t be reversed with one stroke of closing borders. 
 Social comfort and prosperity are possible only with economic stability and globalization had created more 

opportunities for the market. 

                     Hence, Social conflict or any other conflict can never be categorized linearly, it has multiple and 
prolonged effects, so to overcome any social conflict it’s better to understand the root cause and then try to 
eliminate it by involving all the stakeholders of society. 
 
Conclusion 
Globalization is an age-old phenomenon which has been taking place for centuries now. Given its enormous 
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potential for economic gains, it would be a waste to categorically repudiate the phenomena of Globalization. 
Instead, there is a need for a better understanding of Globalization’s effects and its interplay with other areas. 
 

Q10. Migration for economic reasons which is unaccompanied by greater cultural interactions amongst the people 

of a region cannot be a sustainable model to ensure ‘unity in diversity ' in our country. Comment (10M) 

 

Direction: Show the status of the migration. Migration without assimilation of culture can’t be sustainable how? Cite 
examples. What needs to be done? Conclude. 
 
Introduction  
Human migration and mobility is an age-old phenomenon touching almost every society around the world. 
However, things have changed over time in various ways. 
 
Body 
The Economic Survey of India 2017 estimates that the magnitude of inter-state migration in India was close to 9 
million annually between 2011 and 2016 
Causes of migration 

 Demand and Supply of labour: Migration fills gaps in demand and supply of labour, and efficiently allocates 
skilled labour, unskilled labour, and cheap labour. 

 Development induced displacement: Development is widely viewed as an inevitable step toward 
modernization and economic growth in developing countries; however, for those who are displaced, the end 
result is most often loss of livelihood and impoverishment. 

 Female Migration: Out of the total internal migrants, 7 per cent are women (Census of India 2001) and 
marriage is one of the major reasons for female migration in both rural and urban areas. Impact of Internal 
Migration 

Why migration without cultural assimilation is not sustainable 
 Inclusion and Integration of Migrants: Migrants have always been seen as an outsider who have snatched 

opportunities of insiders hence campaign like ‘Mumbai for Mumbaikar’ is seen as the exclusion of migrants. 
 Language barrier: language is the essence of life, fear of subjugation of it and protecting it becomes 

imperative. Problems in a non-Hindi speaking belt about language are the cause of concern.  
  Cultural barrier: India is so diverse that food habit to lifestyle is very different hence it’s difficult to adjust 

and live amicably for a longer run without cultural assimilation. 
 Crime and theft problems: many incidents of some migrant workers who had involved in crime bring a lack 

of trust in all and all are tabooed with one colour. 
 Caste and division: caste-based division further complicates the situation of migration. E.g. the Problem of 

rented housing had been seen in some areas if a person doesn’t belong to a specific caste.   
 Policy framework: Internal migration is not viewed positively in India and policies are often aimed at 

reducing internal migration, as a result, there is a lack of integration of migration with the process of 
development. 

 Psychological and Emotional Stress: Any person migrating to a new country faces multiple challenges, from 
cultural adaptation and language barriers to homesickness and loneliness. 

Cultural assimilation can’t be achieved in a short span of time to create a space of social inclusion it needs to be 
done by incorporating all stakeholders. There needs to be a political, economic and social combination. 

 Policy framework to create more jobs would reduce the idea of job snatchers or outsiders. e.g. increase the 
working days of MNREGA 
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 To make interstate migration more comfortable community centres and information offices with 3 
language policy be posted in accordance with the population of migrant workers. 

 Creating more awareness and communication with the local population to help reduce the barrier. 
 To create data base: for migrant workers for accountability and for their social security to promote overall 

security. 
 Smart villages: It is a concept adopted by national, state and local governments in India, as an initiative 

focused on holistic rural development.  
o The Eco Needs Foundation has initiated the concept of “Smart Village”. Under this project, the 

Foundation is adopting villages and putting efforts into sustainable development by providing basic 
amenities like sanitation, safe drinking water, internal road, tree plantation, and water conservation. 

 
Conclusion 
Migration is a historic phenomenon -people travelled for better opportunities and life and through that different 
cultures, religions and society had been created. To hold the unity and diversity strongly Indian have to adhere to the 
traditional value of Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam  
 

Q11. “The artistic excellence attained in the Gupta age cannot be studied or understood without paying due 

attention to the seeds which were sown in the earlier years”. Comment.  (15M) 

Direction: Briefly show the artistic excellence of the Gupta Age. Give an account of the evolution of artistic values 
from early civilization to the Gupta age and tell what different styles had been incorporated in the Gupta age with 
examples. 
 
Introduction 
The Gupta age is considered as a golden period for Indian architecture with temple architecture coming to for front 
and similarly Buddhist and Jain art also reached its peak during the Gupta age. But this excellence attained had its 
seeds in the past. 
 
Body 
Art and architecture of the Gupta period 

 Architecture  
o Rock-cut caves: continued with old forms but possess striking novelty by ornamentation and 

designs of pillars in the interior. 
o Previously, Cave architecture ( during the Mauryan era and Post Mauryan era): rock-cut 

cave architectures emerged and were generally used for  Chaityas and viharas (living 
quarters by Jain and Buddhist monks) 

 E.g. Barabar and Nagarjuni caves in Bihar 
o Structural temple: different types of structural temples had developed like the flat-roofed square 

temple, rectangular temple, and circular temple. 
o Previously, Ashoka started the general use of stones for monuments partly due to the 

Achaemenid influence. 
o Stupas: a large number of Stupas were built, but the best one is from Sarnath, Ratnagiri. 
o Previously, Stupas were made during the Ashokan era e.g. Sanchi Stupa (were repaired during 

Shungas ) 
o The Gupta period witnessed the evolution of Nagara and Dravida style of temples. 

 Sculpture: Sculptures evolved from the Gandhara, Mathura and Amravati schools of arts. 
o Stone sculpture: well-known example erect Buddha from Sarnath 
o Great boar- Brahmanical image present in cave of udayagiri.  
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o Metal statues- Sultanganj Buddha statue. 
 Painting: 

o Mural paintings: It has seen as a general practice and popular in the Gupta period. The cave painting 
of Ajanta and Ellora are famous. 

 E.g.  Padmapani bodhisattva painting of Ajanta 
 Religion: 

o Bhagavatism or Vishnuism overshadowed Mahayana Buddhism by Gupta time and Bhagavata 
Purana popularized  

o Shaivism became popular and in course of time, various sub-orders of Shaivism appeared. 
 Literature: the Sanskrit language became prominent and Nagari script had evolved. Kalidasa- shakuntala 

was famous book. 

 
Conclusion 
The Gupta period ushers the history of Indian architecture a formative and creative age with unlimited scope for 
future development and elaboration. 
 

Q12. The revolt of 1857 led to a re-evaluation of the British Indian administration with greater policy changes. 

Comment. (15M) 

Direction: Give a detailed account of how and why it occurred. And defining key terms wherever appropriate and 
substantiate with relevant associated facts. 
 
Introduction 
After the revolt of 1857, there was a systematic reorganization of the British administration mainly to prevent any 
further reoccurrence of revolt and the policy changes introduced included changes in the army, public service, 
administration and foreign policy. 
 
Body 
What actually started merely as a sepoy mutiny soon engulfed the peasantry and other civilian populations over 
wide areas in the northern Indian belt for a limited time. 
The causes of the failure of the revolt of 1857 are. 

 All India participation was absent: The limited spread of revolt and the eastern, southern and western parts 
of India remained more or less unaffected. 

 Poorly organized: The revolt was poorly organized and with a lack of coordination and the central leadership 
was absent. 

 No unified ideology: The rebels represented diverse elements with differing grievances and concepts of 
current policies.  

 Lack of unity: unity among Indians was perhaps unavoidable and modern nationalism was yet unknown in 
India.                  

 Failure of revolt gave the British an advantage to strengthen their power over the Indian Territory. And they utilized 
it by bringing change. 
The re-evaluation of the British Indian administration includes. 

Change in the army:  
 The Indian branch of the army was used for expansion in Asia and Africa while the British 

section was stationed in India.   
 To dominate Indians the portion of European and India’s was carefully mixed. 
 Strict European monopoly was maintained in key geographical locations and departments. 
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 Indians were divided and ruled by categorizing martial and non-martial races. 
 Caste and communal companies were introduced by mixing various socio-ethical groups to 

check the growth of nationalist feelings. 
Public service: 

 Indian were mostly kept out of the institutions responsible for policy implementation such as 
the Indian bureaucracy. 

Princely state 
 Relationship with the princely state was guided by the theory of paramountcy and the policy of 

annexation was abandoned. 
 Right to adopt heir would be respected. 

Administrative policies 
 Divide and rule: by putting princes against state people, region against region, provinces against 

provinces, Hindu against Muslim. 
 Attitude towards zamindars: it gave back land to zamindars and restored their trust in them. 
 Attitude towards social reform: British withdrew support for social reforms 
 Restriction on freedom of press: Metcalfe act 1835 lifted restrictions imposed on the Indian 

press. 
Foreign policy 

 It reaches out to natural geographical frontiers with the neighbouring country for internal 
cohesion and defence. 

 To distance other European power at arm’s length and promote British economic and 
commercial interests. 

Conclusion 
Although the British succeeded in overpowering the Uprising, it proved to be the beginning of resistance from the 
people of India where mass movement have been a wait for India where it could free itself from the paramount. 
 

Q13. Examine the factors that led to political stagnancy in the decade of the 1930s. Also, analyze its impact on the 

Indian national movement. (15M) 

Direction: briefly give what are the reasons for stagnancy and how it impacted the national movement. Cite 
examples to justify your points. Conclude.  
 
Introduction 
The national movement had varying paths of active and passive phases and the decade of 1930s too faced it, 
especially after the failure of the Round table conference and disenchantment with the Gandhi-Irwin Pact. 
 
Body 
The decade of 1930 had seen varying intensity of movements. From full mass civil disobedience to round table 
conferences and elections to political split so there are many factors that led to political stagnancy in the decade of 
1930s 

 Failure of the round-table conference, disenchantment with the Gandhi-Irwin pact and arrest of Gandhi Ji 
for Dandi March led to a phase of dormancy in 1930.  

o The round table conference supposed to discuss constitutional reforms in India had no positive 
outcome in 1930-1931. 

 Internal differences: The communal award of Ramsay McDonald (granted separate electorates in British 
India for “depressed classes”) created a spat of ideological difference amongst the congress member. 

o Division of opinion in congress: Nehru, Subhash, congress socialists and communists opposed to 
office acceptance. 
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 The withdrawal of the civil disobedience movement:  
o Youth were dissatisfied since they had passionately engaged and thought that the end of the world 

would be a bang instead of a whimper. 
o Gujarati peasants were unhappy that their lands were not recovered right away (in actuality, they 

were only restored during the Congress ministry’s reign in the province). 
 Ambiguity in the policy:  

o debate on whether to immediately end the mass struggle  
o the question of accepting the office of provisional election in 1937 was discussed 

 Gandhi opposed office acceptance in Central Working Committee and resigned from it, in 1936 Faizpur 
session congress decided to contest the election for provinces in 1937 but resigned in 1939 after the 
outbreak of the Second World War. 

                  There was little political gain from the decade of 1930 but it gave a clear path for future action and 
strategy to obtain independence 
Some of its impacts on the national movement 

 Positive Impact: 
o Complete independence is the goal of the Indian national congress and it stuck 
o The upliftment of the depressed class and incorporation of masses in the political arena was 

further strengthened with Gandhi’s Harijan campaign and Ambedkar’s ad vocation of the abolition of 
un touch ability.  

o A lot of people were ecstatic by the end of CDM, that the government had been compelled to 
acknowledge their movement as important, respect their leader equally, and enter into a deal with 
him. 

o Political prisoners were hailed as heroes upon their release from jail. 
 Negative impact:  

o Crisis at Tripuri session of Congress:  Bose resigned from the presidentship. Subsequently, Subhas 
Bose and his followers formed the Forward Bloc as a new party within Congress. 

o The two nation theory of India and Pakistan emerged with a more communal-based separation. 
o Peasant issues and farmers' problems remained unresolved. 
o Act of 1935 did satisfy nationalists 
o The provincial government's performance was mired in corruption allegations.  

Conclusion 
These were some of the changes that took place during the freedom struggle and shaped India’s future. 
 

Q14. The socio-religious reform movements resulted in measures to improve the condition of the women and the 

Depressed classes. Examine (15M) 

Direction: briefly explain how different socio-religious movements with examples had a positive impact on the 
condition of women and depressed class and negative aspects of movement with a conclusion 
 
Introduction 
The 19th century witnessed the birth of a new modern vision of socio-religious reform movement among the 
enlightened section of Indian society, who had not only questioned the obsolete practices affecting society but also 
brought a wave of new ideas that resulted in the Upliftment of women and the depressed classes. 
 
Body 
Implications of Social religious reform movements and their positive impact on    

1. Condition of women 
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 Abolition of Sati: With the efforts of Raja Ram Mohan Roy, the practice of Sati was declared illegal 
and punishable by the criminal court as a culpable homicide by enacting The regulation Act of 1829.  

 Female infanticide: The Bengal regulations of 1795 and 1804 declared female infanticide illegal and 
equivalent to murder. An act was passed in 1870 that made it compulsory to register the birth of all 
babies and provide verification of female children.   

 Widow Remarriage: The Brahmo Samaj had the issue of widow remarriage high on its agenda, due 
to the efforts of Pandit Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar the principal of Sanskrit College Kolkata, that the 
Hindu Widows Remarriage Act 1856, was passed.  

 Child marriage: Due to the relentless efforts of Parsi reform B.M. Malabari, The age of consent Act, 
1891 was enacted to completely stop child marriage. 

 Education: The Bethune school founded in Calcutta in 1849 was the first fruit of the powerful 
movement for women’s education. 

 Participation in the freedom movement: Later participation in the Swadeshi, Anti-partition and 
Home Rule Movement had a major liberating experience for otherwise home-centred Indian 
women. 

2. Condition of depressed classes 
 Many organizations stepped in to undermine caste-based exploitation: Numerous organizations 

such as the Brahmo Samaj, Prarthana Samaj, Arya Samaj, Ramakrishna Mission, the Theosophical 
Society, and individuals worked to spread education among the depressed classes and renounced to 
remove caste-based and religion-based restrictions on them. 

 Sathyashodhak Samaj and Sri Narayana Guru Dharma paripalana yogam  both organizations 
formed a powerful movement against for upliftment of the depressed class and initiated programs 
like entering temples, ponds and various public places and also preached about human values. 

 Wahabi/walliullah movement: this was a revivalist response to western influence on the Muslim 
community which emphasized on education, employment and upliftment. 

 British rule created certain conditions that undermined caste consciousness without intention: 
through direct administrative measures and certain indirect suitable conditions they did away with 
the caste system. For example, the creation of private property and the free sale of land upset the 
caste equation. 

Some of the limitations among the socio-religious movements are 
 These religious reform movements had a very narrow social base and ignored the vast masses of peasantry 

and urban poor. 
 Reforms for women were led by Men and women themselves had little leadership role.  
 An overemphasis on religious and philosophical aspects of the cultural heritage got somewhat magnified by 

an insufficient emphasis on other cultures- art, architecture, literature, music, science and technology. 
 Emphasis on religion had confined and created separate glorification of history where Hindus confined to 

ancient history and Muslims to medieval history created a notion of two separate people and increased 
communal consciousness. 

Conclusion 
The nineteenth-century reform movements made a significant contribution to the development of contemporary 
India. They represented societal democratization, the abolition of superstition and heinous habits, the spread of 
enlightenment, and the development of a reasonable and modern worldview. 
 

Q15. Describe the potential marine energy resources in India with reference to their harvestability and 
environmental impacts. Also citing examples, discuss the economic significance of Marine energy resources. (15M) 
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Direction: Introduce marine energy resources. List down its potential on basis of two aspect- how it can be harvested 
and what impact does it have on the marine environment. Then enumerate its economic significance. Conclude.  
 
Introduction 
Traditional energy sources have dwindled and environmental pollution and climate warming problems caused by the 
use of fossil fuels have intensified with the rapid growth of global energy demands; thus, renewable energy is attracting 
growing attention.  
Marine energy is renewable and carbon-free and has the potential to make a significant contribution to energy 
supplies in the future. 
 
Body: 
Potential marine energy resources in India. 

 According to the estimates of the Indian government, the country has a potential of 8,000 MW of tidal energy.  
o This includes about 7,000 MW in the Gulf of Cambay in Gujarat, 1,200 MW in the Gulf of Kutch and 

100 MW in the Gangetic delta in the Sunderbans region of West Bengal. 
 The total theoretical potential of wave energy in India along the country’s coast is estimated to be about 

40,000 MW. 
 Ocean Thermal Energy Conversion (OTEC) has a theoretical potential of 180,000 MW in India subject to 

suitable technological evolution. 
 
Harvestability of marine energy; -. 

 Tidal current energy: it is produced by the rise and fall of tides from the gravitational influence of the sun and 
moon. It can take two forms; tidal current and tidal range. Tidal currents are reliable and predictable, offering 
great potential to power turbines and generate electricity. 

 Ocean thermal energy: The sun’s heat warms the surface water a lot more than the deep ocean water, and 
this temperature difference creates thermal energy.  

o In OTEC, scientists use the temperature difference between the hot surface of the ocean and the 
cooler, deeper layers beneath to drive a heat engine except that no fuel is burned and a temperature 
gradient exists in the oceans naturally. 

o India’s maiden Ocean Thermal Energy Conversion (OTEC) project is coming up in Kavaratti, capital of 
the Lakshadweep archipelago, off the south-western coast after almost three and a half decades of 
initial plans. 

 Wave energy: it is a concentrated form of solar energy. Ocean waves form as a result of the sun heating the 
ocean surface. The motion of the waves can be used to power turbines or other power take-off systems in 
order to generate electricity. 

o Despite being an attractive power source, wave energy remains largely unexploited due to the large 
costs required to build these structures. 

 Current Energy: Marine current is ocean water moving in one direction. This ocean current is known as the 
Gulf Stream. Tides also create currents that flow in two directions. Kinetic energy can be captured from the 
Gulf Stream and other tidal currents with submerged turbines that are very similar in appearance to miniature 
wind turbines. 

o  As with wind turbines, the constant movement of the marine current moves the rotor blades to 
generate electric power. 

 
Environmental impacts of harvesting marine energy 

 Risk to marine animals: there is the risk of marine mammals and fish being struck by tidal turbine blades. 
 Noise pollution: the effects of Electro Magnetic Field and underwater noise emitted from operating marine 

energy devices can harm marine ecology. 
 Behavioural change: the physical presence of marine energy projects and their potential can alter the 

behaviour of marine mammals, fish, and seabirds with attraction or avoidance. 
 Water quality: there will be a potential effect on nearfield and far-field marine environment and processes 

such as sediment transport and water quality. 



 
 

19 
 

 Impact on the shoreline: Large-scale onshore OTEC plants could have a considerable environmental impact 
on shorelines, which are often home to fragile, already threatened ecosystems such as mangroves and coral 
reefs. 

 
Economic significance of marine energy resources 

 Power supply: it can convert wave energy, tidal current energy, and tidal stream energy into electricity 
utilizable for human consumption leading to an uninterrupted power supply. 

 Development of coastal areas: Marine energy can provide power to remote, coastal, and island communities.  
o By using the water that surrounds these communities, marine energy can power microgrids that 

support these communities’ homes and businesses leading to their overall wellbeing. 
 Increased foreign investment: Marine energy is a renewable, clean source of energy, only requiring water’s 

natural movement to generate power. It can attract foreign investment in the country as most of industries 
are looking for cleaner fuels so as to reduce their carbon footprint. 

 Industrial development: Marine energy is highly predictable due to the cyclical nature of waves, tides, and 
currents. It can promote industrial development in underdeveloped regions of the country as a business 
doesn’t prefer a location where there is an irregular power supply. 

 Innovation and ocean exploration: Marine energy technologies can open the door for other innovations in 
the maritime sector, such as turning seawater into clean drinking water and powering sea and ocean 
exploration. 

 
Conclusion 
MNRE looks over the horizon at a promising new technology and considers the various options available to support 
its development. Over 100 different ocean energy technologies are currently under development in more than 30 
countries. Most types of technologies are currently at the demonstration stage or the initial stage of 
commercialization. 
 
Q16. Explain the origin, progress, and retreat of the Indian monsoon and discuss its socio-economic impact on 
rural India. (15M) 
 
Direction: Simple, straight forwards Qn. Describe briefly Indian Monsson. Mention its origin, how it progress and 
how it retreat. Then list down its socio-economic impact. Conclude.  
 
Introduction 
The pressure and wind conditions over India are unique. These are greatly influenced by the reversal of the direction 
of wind often termed as monsoon. The onset of the Monsoon is a complex phenomenon whose origin is not fully 
understood yet.  
South west monsoon is the main mechanism through which nearly all Indian land mass experience rainfall. It accounts 
for nearly 70% of rainfall of whole India. 
 
Body: 
Origin of Indian Monsoon; - The monsoon season in India lasts from June to September. During early June there is low 
pressure on the Indian subcontinent and relatively high pressure in the Indian Ocean.   

 The low pressure attracts the southeast trade winds in the southern hemisphere. When south-east trade 
winds cross the equator, they get deflected towards the right due to Coriolis force.  

 As these winds move over warm oceans, it carries abundant moisture. These winds travel at the speed of 30 
km/h. The trade winds hit India in the first week of June and causes rainfall in the southernmost parts of India.  

 In India, there are S-W and N-E monsoons based on the direction of the winds. 

Various global and local factors are responsible for the origin of the Indian Monsoon  
 Role of Tibetan plateau- Low pressure created attract wind of south-west monsoon from Mascarene high, 

this decides intensity, pattern & distribution of Indian monsoon. 
 Shifting of ITCZ- Convergence zone shift approximately 20 degrees north of the equator. 
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 Differential heating of land & water(moisture)- giving birth to land breeze & sea breeze respectively during 
day & night time. 

 The jet stream- the disappearance of the tropical westerly jet stream in 
monsoon season seems responsible for the burst of the Indian 
monsoon, similarly appearance of the tropical easterly jet stream is a 
local factor involved in the monsoon. 

 Other factors - occurrence of EL NINO, LA NINO, and southern oscillation 
also affect the precipitation phenomenon in the Indian monsoon. 

 
Progress of Indian monsoon 

 The triangular shape of the Indian peninsula bifurcates the South West 
monsoon winds into two branches: the Bay of Bengal branch and the 
Arabian Sea branch.  

 Arabian Sea branch of the South west Monsoon first hits the Western 
Ghats of Kerala due to which it receives the Rain & then moves northwards along the Western Ghats of Goa 
& Konkan. 

 The Bay of Bengal Branch flows over the Bay of Bengal heading towards North East India & Bengal picking up 
the moisture from the Bay of Bengal. These winds enter Eastern Himalayas with a large amount of Rains. After 
Eastern Himalayas, these winds turn west travelling over the 
Indo Gangetic Plains and pouring rain all its way. 

 
Retreat of Indian monsoon: withdrawal of south-west monsoon 
winds from skies of north India during the months of October and 
November is known as the retreating monsoon. The withdrawal is 
gradually and takes about three months. 

 The retreat takes place due to the weakening of the low-
pressure area over the north-western parts of India (and 
thus a gradual transition of ITCZ towards the south).  

 This is due to the apparent shift of sun towards the 
equator and the Reduction in temperature due to 
widespread rains. 

 With the retreat of the monsoons, the clouds disappear 
and the sky becomes clear. The day temperature starts 
falling steeply. 

 Monsoon rains weaken all over India except in a few 
southeastern states. 

 Monsoon trough weakens and gradually shifts south wards. 
 
Socio-economic impact in rural India; - the rural economy of India is at the mercy of the monsoon. Its 
unpredictability causes various issues in these regions including disasters like floods and droughts. 

 Agriculture: it is the most dependent sector on the Indian monsoon. Change in timing of arrival, progress 
and retreat impacts the rural people most as they are largely dependent on farming activities. 

 Inflation: In recent years in India has witnessed the supply side constraint-based inflation in the rural 
economy when there was a poor harvest of crops which many times forces the government to import 
agricultural products. For instance, the price of onion and potatoes skyrocketing. 

 Social programs: programs relating to social security, and food security all is somehow related to the 
behaviour of monsoon and agriculture being badly impacted by it. 

 Livelihood issues: the unpredictability of monsoon also poses threat to the livelihood of rural people who 
are fully dependent on agriculture for their livelihoods. 

 Dry land regions: they are the poorly developed regions of the country and they are severely impacted 
whenever there is a change in the monsoon cycle. These regions also witness more number of farmer’s 
suicide in the country. 
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 Disaster: whenever monsoon retreats earlier or later or the conditions of origin change there is the problem 
of the water issue, problems of floods and droughts. 

 
Conclusion 
Monsoon is the lifeline of the Indian economy as 2/3rd of it depends on farm income and rain is the only source of 
irrigation for over 40% of the country’s cropped area. A good monsoon increases crop productivity raises farm income 
and drives the economy while a weak monsoon inflates food prices and harms the economy. 
 
Q17. Analyze the location, distributional pattern, and problems of textile industries in India. (10M) 
 
Direction: Give the status of the textile industry. What factors are important for its location and distribution. Show 
the pattern in India. Then list down issues with this industry. Cite some government steps. And Conclude with what 
more can be done.  
 
Introduction 
The textile industry plays a significant role in the Indian economy by providing direct employment to an estimated 35 
million people, contributing 4 per cent of GDP and accounting for 35 per cent of gross export earnings. The textile 
sector contributes 14 per cent of the value-addition in the manufacturing sector.  
 
Body: 
Location of textile industry;- Initially textile industry developed in certain major centres such as Mumbai, Surat etc. 
which had all the factors that are responsible for the location of textile industries such as easy transportation, cheap 
labour, closer to market etc. Off late textile industry also developed in the region of Coimbatore, Madurai, etc.  
Following factors were responsible for the location of the textile industry: 

 Availability of raw materials was the main region for the development of this industry in western India 
 Port facilities available in Western and Southern India like Kandla, Mumbai etc. were an added advantage. 
 A humid climate is required for the spinning of yarn. 
 Large capital invested by the business community like Bhatia, Parsi etc. 
 Good demand and well-knit transport facility. 

Distributional pattern of textile Industry: with the progress in science and technology, there are frequent changes in 
factors, on which the location of the textile industries depends. 

 Role of the railway: Dispersal of the industry from the old nuclei started after 1921 with railway lines 
penetrating into the peninsular region.  

o New centres like Coimbatore, Madurai, Bangalore, Nagpur, Indore, Solapur and Vadodara were 
more favourably located with respect to raw material, market and labour than places of original 
locations. 

 Additional advantage: This industry also reached some places with some additional advantages, such as 
nearness to coal (Nagpur), financial facilities (Kanpur) and a wide market with port facilities (Kolkata);  

 Hydroelectricity: The dispersal of the cotton textile industry was further boosted by the development of 
hydroelectricity.  

o The growth of this industry in Coimbatore, Madurai and Tirunelveli is largely due to the availability of 
hydroelectricity from the Pykara dam.  

 Availability of labour: The industry also tended to shift from areas of high labour costs to those with low 
labour costs. The labour cost factor played a crucial role in establishing this industry in Madurai, Tirunelveli, 
Coimbatore etc. 

 
Problems of textile industry;- 

 Obsolete machinery: most cotton textile mills are obsolete leading to lower productivity and inferior quality 
product. Thus machinery needs technological upgradation. 
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 Power issue: it is one of the major reasons behind falling behind of the textile industry as they have suffered 
badly for want of an adequate and regular supply of power. Frequent load shedding and power cuts have 
affected the industry very badly. 

 Lower productivity: productivity of this industry is very low compared to other countries, on average 
workers in India handle two looms while in Japan and USA it is 30 and 60 looms respectively. 

 Stiff competition: the industry faces stiff competition from other countries and the availability of other 
alternative products like synthetic fibres. 

 Cost: despite low wages and internal availability of cotton, the prices of cotton products are high in India due 
to reasons like 

o Higher taxes 
o High cost of raw materials due to imports  

Way forward 
 Upgradation of machinery: is so crucial that it should be done without least delay in the interest of mill 

owners and consumers alike. 
 Easy availability of loans: should be allowed so that the industry can upgrade itself and get rid of the 

problem of sick mills. 
 There should be assured availability of raw material, power and labour supply. While India has an abundant 

supply of labour, flexibility in labour laws and adequate skilling will give a big boost to the textiles industry. 
 Foreign investment should be promoted so that the industry can become more competitive. 
 Automation is essential to enhance productivity and reduce unit costs and profitability. 
 Economies of scale: large scale production should be promoted so that, economies of scale can improve and 

the cost of production declines. 
 Promotion of Research and development. 

 
Conclusion 
With focused interventions in this sector, we might enhance its performance in terms of more investment, 
employment generation and export earnings. 
Initiatives of government like the Amended Technology Upgradation Fund Scheme (ATUFS), Scheme for Integrated 
Textile Parks (SITP) etc. are timely interventions in this sense. 
 
 
Q18. Poverty remains India’s Achilles heel despite 75 years of Independence. What accounts for this situation? Is 

the current strategy to eliminate poverty adequate to achieve the long-standing dream of poverty free India? 

Analyze (15M) 

Direction: Define poverty then give an account of what constitutes poverty still and what is government measures to 
eliminate them and the way forward to achieve this dream with the conclusion. 
 
Introduction  
Poverty is a condition where a person or community lacks the financial resources and essentials for a minimum 
standard of living and it also means that the income level from employment is so low that basic human needs can't 
be fulfilled. 
 
Body 
In India, 21.9% of the population lives below the national poverty line in 2011. In 2018, almost 8% of the world’s 
workers and their families lived on less than US$1.90 per person per day (international poverty line). 
But why poverty is still present in India. 

 Unemployment and underemployment: Due to the continuous rise in population, there is chronic 
unemployment and under-employment in India. There is educated unemployment and disguised 
unemployment, and Poverty is just a reflection of this aspect 
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 Lack of Inclusive Economic Growth: Despite an increase in the National Income and Savings rate since 
independence, poverty in India did not reduce sufficiently as industrial growth did not generate many 
employment opportunities Growth strategy mainly benefitted the rich, then aided the poor 

 Capital-intensive and labour-displacing technology was adopted in the growing industries. As a result, 
unemployment and underemployment increased 

 Poverty  begets poverty: The economic and social 
systems compel one to continue in the cycle of 
poverty (see diagram) 

 Historical Poverty: It is seen that the backwards 
class has historically been poor in India due to 
discrimination and lack of opportunity in the past. 
The situation has not changed much still despite 
government measures  

 Sluggish Agricultural Performance and Poverty: 
The experience of Punjab and Haryana shows that 
through the Green revolution poverty ratio can be 
significantly reduced 

o However, in various states of the country such as Orissa, Bihar, Madhya Pradesh, Assam, and East 
Uttar Pradesh, where poverty ratio is still very high. Further, Indian policy makers have neglected 
public sector investment in agriculture, particularly irrigation 

 Non-implementation of Land Reforms: Most of the rural poor are agricultural labourers (who are generally 
landless) and self-employed small farmers owning less than 2 acres of land. 

 Inflation and Food Prices: Inflation, especially the rise in food prices, raise the cost of minimum 
consumption expenditure required to meet basic needs. Thus, inflation pushes down many households 
below the poverty line 

 The pressure of population: India’s population was 84.63 cores in 1991 and became 102.87 cores in 2001. 
Rapid population growth causes excessive sub-division and fragmentation of holdings. As a result, did not 
have access to sufficient land to produce enough output and income for them.  

Poverty alleviation programs of government are. 
 Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA) 2005: The Act provides 100 days 

of assured employment every year to every rural household. One-third of the proposed jobs would be 
reserved for women.  

 National Rural Livelihood Mission: It evolves out of the need to diversify the needs of the rural poor and 
provide them jobs with regular income on a monthly basis. Self Help groups are formed at the village level to 
help the needy. 

 National Urban Livelihood Mission: The NULM focuses on organizing urban poor in Self Help Groups, 
creating opportunities for skill development leading to market-based employment and helping them to set 
up self-employment ventures by ensuring easy access to credit. 

 Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana: It will focus on the fresh entrant to the labour market, especially 
labour market and class X and XII dropouts. 

 Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana: It aimed at direct benefit transfer of subsidy, pension, insurance etc. and 
attained the target of opening 1.5 core bank accounts.  

 Sampoorna Gramin Rozgar Yojana (SGRY): The main objective of the scheme continues to be the generation 
of wage employment, the creation of durable economic infrastructure in rural areas and the provision of 
food and nutrition security for the poor. 
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 Integrated Rural Development Programme (IRDP): It was introduced in 1978-79 and universalized from 2nd 
October 1980, aimed at providing assistance to the rural poor in the form of subsidy and bank credit for 
productive employment opportunities through successive plan periods. 
 

Lacunas of poverty elimination program and way forward.  
 Financial-based elimination measures are inadequate: In most cases, not all individuals who are income 

poor are multi-dimensionally poor and not all multi-dimensionally poor individuals are income poor. 
 Economic growth has no direct connection to reducing poverty: Several studies have found that economic 

growth is not always associated with a reduction in other deprivations, such as child malnutrition or child 
mortality or an increase in income generation of all. 

 Poverty is multidimensional: It includes poor health, nutrition, lack of adequate sanitation and clean water, 
social exclusion, low education, bad housing conditions, violence, shame, and much more. 

 Need for more policy-relevant information on poverty, so that policymakers are better equipped to deal 
with it: For example, an area in which most people are deprived of education requires a different poverty 
reduction strategy from an area in which most people are deprived of housing conditions. 

 Realistic Assessment of the present situation of poverty in the country in need of the hour. 
 Social infrastructure: By improving social infrastructure and job opportunities in rural areas, migration to 

urban areas can be decreased, and thus urban poverty can also be decreased. 
 Investment in Agriculture by the government is necessary to decrease rural poverty. Subsidies address only 

short-term issues. Also, there is a need to develop technologies, with the help of which farmers can practice 
all-weather agriculture. 

 Investment in infrastructure is needed to reduce the cost of utilities. China’s strategy of investment had 
witnessed a huge fall in the number of poverty. Hence, More initiatives like Ayushman Bharat, which 
empower people, are required 

Conclusion 
The poverty rate in the country has nearly halved, falling from 55% to 28% over the ten-year period between 2005-
06 and 2015-16. Hence now the government should focus more on both monetary and non-monetary measures of 
poverty elimination with better policies intended to address the needs and deprivations faced by poor populations. 
 

Q19. ‘The pandemic highlighted how caste and class-ridden Indian society is more vulnerable to the vagaries of a 

pandemic’. In this context, discuss how a post-pandemic scenario should address the challenges faced by these 

sections of society. (15M) 

Direction: how pandemic affected caste and class-ridden Indian society and Measures to be taken post-pandemic to 
address this challenges. Conclude.  
 
Introduction 
Pandemic had created havoc throughout the country affecting all sectors of people and increasing the gap between 
the haves and have not and India is no different. 
 
Body 
Pandemic and its effect:  

 On class-ridden inequality. 
o Inequalities were increasing earlier also but the pandemic has widened them further. For example, 

the share of wages declined as compared to that of profits.  
o The informal sector and workers have suffered a lot with the loss of incomes and employment in the 

last one year. In other words, the recovery is more k-shaped with rising inequalities. 
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o Women lost more jobs and many are out of the workforce. Inequalities have increased in health care 
and education. 

o In its latest report, Oxfam (‘The Inequality Virus’)noted “The wealth of Indian billionaires increased 
by 35 per cent during the lockdown, while the poor got poorer.  

o Multiple estimates by multilateral institutions show the COVID-19 pandemic will hit India the 
hardest by sending 40 million people into “extreme poverty”, worsening hunger and income 
inequality,  

o Education: with the online mode of education poor people couldn’t able to afford it so the dropout 
rate increased during the pandemic. 

 On caste 
o Covid-19 brought back caste-based discrimination to villages where people are being treated badly. 
o News of Women face discrimination while picking up food and water, and they wait for hours at the 

village tap because upper caste families get access first 
o Marriage: with the closer of school and more dropouts rate girls were married at a very young age.  
o Caste-based horror took place in many villages a horrifying example was raped and killing of a girl in 

Hathras UP. 
o According to a study on social discrimination by Oxfam India, a New Delhi-based NGO, Dalits, tribal 

groups, and Muslims are highly under-represented in better paid and higher status jobs, while they 
are disproportionately concentrated among those with lower wages in the informal sector 

Addressing the challenges in post covid world. 
On the Economic aspect: 

 Focus on employment and wages; raising human development, and quasi-universal basic income and 
other social safety nets. 

 Manufacturing should be the engine of growth. Here, labour-intensive exports are important and 
manufacturing and services are complementary. 

 Focusing on micro, small & medium enterprises and informal sectors including the rights of migrants is 
important rather than providing 75% reservations to locals in private jobs (as some states have done). 

 Similarly, the inequalities between the Centre and States in finances should be reduced. State budgets 
must be strengthened to improve capital expenditures on physical infrastructure and spending on 
health, education and social safety nets. 

On technological aspect: 
 Getting ready for automation and technology revolution such as IR 4.0. Workers need to be reskilled 

and up-skilled. 
 Social security and decent working conditions for all; raising real wages of rural and urban workers and 

guaranteeing minimum wages are key to reducing inequality. 
  

On social aspect: 
 Awareness about Constitutional values, ethics, ill effects of casteism etc. by debates, nukkad Natak, 

puppetry, etc. 
 Promote and incentivize inter-caste marriages which are already being given in some states like Tamil 

Nadu and Kerala 
 Awareness about steps and ideas which already exist like Ambedakar’s annihilation of caste, Lohia’s  

Beti and Roti etc. This will also help in shaping mass opinion. 
 Implement laws and programs like ICCPR, Protection of human rights, Prevention of atrocities against SC 

ST etc. with its letter and spirit. 
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 To keep a check on extra-judicial bodies like Khaps and take stringent action against the practice of 
untouchability in all forms. 

 Economic empowerment of Dalit through education and ownership of land and capital 
 Apart from economic factors, non-economic factors such as deepening democracy and decentralization 

can help in reducing inequalities. 

 
Conclusion 
The caste system in India is undergoing changes due to progress in education, technology, modernization and 
changes in general social outlook. In spite of the general improvement in conditions of the lower castes, India has 
still a long way to go, to root out the evils of the caste system from society. Unequal distribution of development is 
rooted in the inequalities of political, social and economic power. We have to find opportunities and spaces where 
the power can be challenged and redistributed 
 

Q20. ‘Though India is progressing at an enviable pace, its emphasis on traditionality is getting even stronger than 

ever before. Is this trend a source of strength or a weakness for attaining inclusive growth in Indian society? 

Critically analyze (15M) 

Direction: India’s progress in Indian traditionality strength or weakness how to cover those weaknesses for inclusive 
growth. 
 
Introduction 
Indian civilization has a composite culture with values of tolerance, cosmopolitanism and multiculturalism give a 
unique character to Indian culture. It’s a land of people belonging to a variety of ethnicities and religions with 94% of 
the world’s Hindus living in India, and it's home to different religious groups like Muslims, Christians, Sikhs, 
Buddhists, Jains, Zoroastrians and adherents of folk religions. 
 
Body: 
India’s traditionallity is a source of its strength. 

 Values and ethics: Indian texts like Ramayana, Mahabharata, and Geeta given the righteous conduct and 
ethical values to be performed by everyone and to date it hold lots of significance for all the communities in 
India.   

 Sustainable living: living with nature has been part of Indian culture, protecting trees and worshipping 
animals and recognising traditional knowledge system is leading to the discovery of unique culture and 
products.  

o India created Traditional Knowledge Digital Library, thus including the knowledge system of even 
indigenous communities.  

 Health and wellbeing: use of spices in the home had always been prevalent in India like the use of turmeric, 
pepper, tulsi, giloy had been seen since ancient times. 

o Most of the poor Indian communities (and now even rich) are relying on these systems of healing  
 Yoga and meditation: yoga and meditation have been gifted to the world by India, where today’s anxiety-

ridden life has taken a toll on mental health and meditation had been recommended by doctors. 
 Tolerance: India had been tolerance towards different religions it’s a land of different religions, languages, 

and cultural people living amicably.  
o This has led to ‘unity in diversity’ and led economic growth. 

 Religious diversity gives the opportunity for India to increase people-to-people contact across the globe. 
This not only helps in expanding India’s trade frontiers but also acts as backchannel diplomacy in crisis 
situations. 



 
 

27 
 

 Festivals: Diverse traditions and festivals like Holi, Diwali, Christmas, and Eid give India a unique way of life. 
This diversity leads to rich music, dance, art and literature as well. 

         However, over-emphasis on traditionality creates a lot of challenges as well. A few of them are: 
 Communal disharmony: It increases the chances of insecurity. Few people use hate speech to spread 

communal hatred which may lead to riots and tensions among people of different religions. 
 Misinterpretation of core values: with a lack of complete knowledge about the religious text some infringing 

elements teach unsubstantiated beliefs which cause violence. 
 Anti-national activities: use religion for illegitimate interests like radicalizing youth to indulge in terrorist 

activities in the name of religion. 
 Ritual practices: Accommodating diverse religious practices that may not be suitable for the rest of the 

country. It may open a Pandora’s Box to legitimize different religious practices. 
 Crime in name of religion: honour killing, cow vigilantly, anti-western like against valentine day celebration 

these are some of the instances of troubling people in name of religion. 
 Forceful following of traditional practices: showing patriarchy trades by not allowing women to perceive 

their education, not allowing them to wear the dress of their choice, trolling and bullying. 
           

Conclusion 
India represents the most complex amalgamation of various cultural identities. Religious diversity can be a boon or a 
bane depending upon the maturity of society. If the citizens adhere to the constitutional principles of fraternity and 
brotherhood, then India can truly achieve ‘unity in diversity’. Every religion teaches compassion and love, it’s not the 
religion which is wrong rather it's people who misinterpret about core values of religion which is wrong. 
 

 


