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General Studies-I

SHIMLA AGREEMENT
Syllabus: Post-independence consolidation and reorganization within the country

Context:
The Shimla Agreement, completed 50 years, signed after the Indo-Pakistan War that ended on December 16, 
1971, following the Liberation of Bangladesh is considered a landmark agreement as it laid the blueprint for good 
neighbourly relations between India and Pakistan.

Principles of Shimla agreement
• Relations were to be governed by the principles and purposes of the UN Charter
• Cooperative relationshipwith a special focus on people-to-people contacts.
• To uphold the inviolability of the Line of Controlin Jammu and Kashmir.
• Prevent hostile propagandaagainst each other and resolve issues through peaceful means and bilateral 

negotiations
• Refrain from the threat or use of force against the territorial integrity or political independence of each 

other.
• Peacefully, respecting each other’s sovereignty, and territorial integrity, and not interfering in each other’s 

internal affairs.
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India had three primary objectives at Shimla
• First, a lasting solution to the Kashmir issue or, failing that, an agreement that would constrain Pakistan from 

involving third parties in discussions about the future of Kashmir. 
• Second, it was hoped that the Agreement would allow for a new beginning in relations with Pakistanbased 

upon Pakistan’s acceptance of the new balance of power.
• Third, it left open the possibility of achieving both these objectives without pushing Pakistan to the wall and 

creating a revanchist anti-India regime.

Effect of the Agreement
• While India returned the 93,000 prisoners of war in an organised manner as promised by Indira Gandhi
• Pakistan was to work on converting the Line of Control to an international border.
• India returned the prisoners of war along with the territories that it captured. 

Concerns with Shimla Agreement:
• The spirit of the Shimla Agreement lost: This has not stopped Pakistan from internationalizing the Kash-

mir issue. Recent discussion of Kashmir issue in the international organisations like UN, SAARC platform by 
Pakistan.

• Pakistan not held accountable: The Shimla Agreement and the subsequent Delhi Agreement, 1973 gave Pa-
kistan everything it wanted. But the subsequent breaking of cease fire by the Pakistani Army has eroded its 
creditability, eliminated it as a political force and led to more enduring peace in the region.

• No enduring Peace: Nothing in the Agreement pinned Pakistan down to future good behavior. What the 
Shimla Agreement failed to achieve for India could well have been obtained through the 1973 Delhi Agreement 
signed by India, Pakistan and Bangladesh.

Conclusion:
For the international relations point of view, the Shimla agreement is a perfect example of a bilateral agreement. 
However, it is a failed agreement for India because it could not achieve any of India’s objectives fully, be it 
maintaining peace or resolving the Kashmir issues.
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RAJA RAM MOHAN ROY’S 250TH BIRTH ANNIVER-
SARY

Syllabus: Modern Indian History Significant events, issues, personalities.

Context:
The 250th Birth Anniversary of Raja Ram Mohan Roy was celebrated on May 22 this year.

About Raja Ram Mohan Roy:
• He is popularly remembered as the father of Indian renaissance. 
• He was born on 22 May, 1772 in Radhanagar (Bengal Presidency). 
• He represented Akbar II in England where he pleaded for his pension and allowances. Akbar II awarded him 

the title ‘Raja’

Contribution of Raja Ram Mohan Roy:

Social reforms

•	 The abolition of the brutal and inhuman Sati Pratha was the most promi-
nent.

•	 His efforts were also instrumental in eradicating the purdah system and 
child marriage.

•	 He advocated widow remarriage and education of women.

Educational

• He paved the way to revolutionizing education system in India by estab-
lishing Hindu College in 1817 along with David Hare.

• In 1822, he set up the Anglo-Hindu school which taught mechanics and 
Voltaire’s philosophy. 

• In 1825, he started the Vedanta college where Indian learning, as well as 
the Western social and physical sciences, were taught. 

• In 1830, he assisted Alexander Duff to set up the General Assembly’s 
Institution, which later became the Scottish Church College. 

Philosophical

• In 1828, Ram Mohan Roy formed the Brahmo Samaj,
• He implied that every religion has a philosophical core, and as for Hin-

duism it was Vedanta.
• Raja’s monotheistic Vedanta provided people with an idea of the para-

digms of social change
• He stressed on rationalism and modern scientific approach.

Organizations he is

associated with

• He created the ‘Brahma Sabha’ in 1828 (set up with Debendranath Tag-
ore). 

• Started Atmiya Sabha in 1814 in order to crusade against idol worship, 
meaningless rituals and superstitious beliefs.
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Literary Contributions

•	 Brahmanical Magazine (1821). 
•	 Sambad Kaumudi, a Bengali weekly, started in 1822. 
•	 Mirat-ul-Akbar, a Persian journal. 
•	 Tuhfat-ul-Muwahhidin (1804). 
•	 Vedanta Gantha (1815). 
•	 Translation of an abridgement of the Vedanta Sara (1816). 
•	 Kenopanishads (1816). 
•	 Ishopanishad (1816). 
•	 Kathopanishad (1817). 

Conclusion:
Raja Ram Mohan Roy and his Brahmo Samaj played a vital role in awakening Indian society to the pressing issues 
plaguing society at that time and also was the forerunner of all social, religious and political movements that 
happened in the country since.

MARITAL RAPE
Syllabus:  Salient features of Indian Society. Social empowerment

Context: 
Recently, Delhi High Court has delivered a split verdict in a batch of petitions challenging the exception provided 
to marital rape in the Indian Penal Code (IPC) – Section 375.

About Recent development:

Exception provided to marital rape in the Indian Penal Code (IPC):
• Section 375 defines rape and lists seven notions of consent which, if vitiated, would constitute the offence 

of rape by a man.
• However, the provision contains a exemption: “Sexual intercourse or sexual acts by a man with his own 

wife, the wife not being under eighteen years of age, is not rape.”

Split Verdict:
• Justice Rajiv Shakdher: The exception under Section 375 is unconstitutional.
• Justice C Hari Shankar held that the provision is valid.

In case of a split verdict, the case is heard by a larger Bench. This is why judges usually sit in Benches of odd 
numbers (three, five, seven, etc.) for important cases.

Marital Rape:
Marital rape (or spousal rape) is an act in which one of the spouses indulges in sexual intercourse without the 
consent of the other.

Facts: 
• As many as 83 per cent of married women in India between the ages of 15 and 49 have accused their hus-

bands of sexual violence, according to the 2015-16 National Family Health Survey.
• The NFHS-4 reported that 4 per cent of the women were forced into sexual intercourse by the husband when 

the wife did not want to
• In 2017, the Better India reported India as being among 36 countries where marital rape is not a criminal 

offence.
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Legal Provisions
• Definition of rape under section 375 of Indian Penal Code does not include marital rape as a criminal offence.
• No other statute or law recognises marital rape
• Victims only have recourse to civil remedies provided under the Protection of Women from Domestic Vio-

lence Act, 2005.

Criminalisation of marital rape
Arguments for criminalisation of marital rape: 
• The Justice Verma committee had recommended removing the exception made for marital rape in the law.
• The report ‘Status of Women in India’, by the high-level Pam Rajput committee, criticised the legislature for 

its failure to criminalise marital rape
• There are several studies to show the prevalence of non-consensual sex with their wives, and physically 

forcing their wives to have sex.
• The legal exception to the rape laws gives men unequal privilege.
• Exception under Section 375, violates Articles 14, 15, 19 and 21.

Arguments against criminalisation of marital rape: 
• It “may destabilise the institution of marriage apart from being an easy tool for harassing the husbands”.
• “Rising misuse of Section 498A of IPC”, known as the dowry law, “for harassing the husbands”.
• Law Commission on Review of Rape Laws has examined the issue but not recommended the criminalisation 

of marital rape.



www.insightsonindia.com8

Conclusion:
A woman has a right to bodily integrity, sexual autonomy and reproductive choice.” Only when individual rights 
are not sacrificed and two partners are treated equally shall marriage as an institution continue to survive.

CLOUDBURST
Syllabus: Important Geophysical phenomena such as earthquakes, tsunamis, Volcanic activity, cyclones etc.

Meaning:
A cloudburst refers to an extreme amount of rain that happens in a short period, sometimes accompanied by 
hail and thunder, and this has a precise definition.

The India Meteorological Department (IMD) defines it as unexpected precipitation exceeding 100mm (or 10 cm) 
per hour over a geographical region of approximately 20 to 30 square km.

Facts:
•	 Uttarakhand is highly prone to cloudburst events. 
•	 Nineteen of the 30 major cloudburst events reported from the southern rim of the Himalayas 
•	 In 2019, there was a cloudburst event in Chamoli district while there was a dozen of these events in 

2018.
•	 Cloudbursts mostly occur at elevations between 1,000-2,500 metres above sea level.

Cloudburst: Concept
A cloudburst is short-term extreme precipitation that takes place over a small area. i.e if rainfall of about 10 cm 
or above per hour is recorded over a place that is roughly 10 km x 10 km in area, it is classified as a cloudburst 
event.

Cloudbursts do occur at plains; however, mountainous regions are more prone to cloud bursts due to topography. 
They also occur in desert and in interior regions of continental landmasses.

All instances of cloudbursts involve heavy rain in a short period but all instances of heavy rain in a short period 
are not cloudbursts if they do not fit this criterion.
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How cloudburst is different from rainfall?
• A cloudburst is different from rain only in the amount of water that pours down on the earth.
• The India Meteorological Department (IMD) labels rainfall over 100 mm per hour as cloudburst.
• In simpler terms, if 10 centimetres rainfall is received at a station in one hour, the rain event is termed as 

cloudburst. 
 ◦ Usually small areas – anywhere between 20-80 square kilometres are affected.

How do Cloudbursts occur?
• A cloudburst occurs when moisture-carrying air moves up a hilly terrain, forming a vertical column of clouds 

known as ‘cumulonimbus’ clouds.
• Such clouds usually cause rain, thunder and lightning. This upward motion of the clouds is known as an ‘oro-

graphic lift’.
• These unstable clouds cause an intense rainstorm over a small area after becoming heavy enough and 

locked in the ridges and valleys between the hills.
• The energy necessary for the cloudburst comes from the upward motion of air. Cloudbursts mostly occur at 

elevations between 1,000-2,500 metres above sea level.
• The moisture is usually provided by a low-pressure system (usually associated with cyclonic storms in the 

ocean) over the Gangetic plains associated with low level winds flowing in from the east.
• Sometimes winds flowing in from the north west also aid the occurrence of cloudbursts. The many factors 

that have to come together to make a cloudburst event happen make them highly unlikely.
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Conclusion: 
Cloudburst is one such phenomenon that has devastating consequences. The most problematic thing about a 
cloudburst is that it is unpredictable. There are rare cases where weather forecasts have rightly been able to 
predict such occurrences. If one cannot cancel the outcome of cloudbursts, they must at least try to avoid falling 
prey to dangerous circumstances.
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General Studies-II

SIMULTANEOUS ELECTIONS

Syllabus: Salient features of the Representation of People’s Act.

Context: 
The issue of holding simultaneous parliamentary and Assembly polls has been referred to the Law Commission so 
that a practicable roadmap and framework can be worked out.

In its draft report, the 21st Law Commission had said it was convinced that “there exists a viable environment, 
necessitating the holding of simultaneous elections to the House of the People and the State Legislatures. 
Simultaneous elections can be seen as a solution to prevent the country from being in constant election mode.”

Simultaneous Elections:
Simultaneous Election (SE) is an exercise of the democratic process wherein the elections to the various house 
(Lok Sabha and state assemblies) and bodies are synchronized together to have more efficiency and save expen-
diture.

In India, SE was the norm till 1967, however, more recently Niti Aayog, Law Commission Report, and our Prime 
minister have pushed for SE to make the election in India a meaningful democratic exercise.

Some countries where Simultaneous Elections are successfully implemented:
SE are successfully held in South Africa (national and provincial), and Sweden (including local election as well on 
the same day).

Merits of Simultaneous elections:

Governance and 

consistency

•	 The ruling parties will be able to focus on legislation and governance 
rather than having to be in campaign mode forever.

•	 Parties and workers spending too much time and money in electioneer-
ing, can make use of the time for social work and to take people-oriented 
programmes to the grassroots.

•	 To overcome the “policy paralysis and governance deficit” associated 
with imposition of the Model Code of Conduct at election time which 
leads to putting on hold all developmental activities on that area and also 
affects the bureaucracy’s functioning.
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Reduced Expenditure

of Money and 

Administration

•	 The entire State and District level administrative and security machinery 
will be busy with the conduct of elections twice in a period of five years as 
per the current practice.

•	 Expenditure can be reduced by conducting simultaneous elections.

•	 It is felt that crucial manpower is often deployed on election duties for 
a prolonged period of time. If simultaneous elections are held, then this 
manpower would be made available for other important tasks.

Continuity in 

policies and 

programmes

•	 Will limit the disruption to normal public life associated with elections, 
such as increased traffic and noise pollution.

•	 Large numbers of teachers are involved in the electoral process which 
causes maximum harm to the education sector.

Efficiency of 

Governance

•	 Simultaneous elections can bring the much-needed operational efficiency 
in this exercise.

•	 Populist measures by governments will reduce

Curbs Vices

•	 During frequent elections there is increase in “vices” such as communal-
ism, casteism, corruption and crony capitalism.

•	 Simultaneous elections can also be a means to curb corruption and build 
a more conducive socio-economic ecosystem.

•	 The impact of black money on the voters will be reduced as all elections 
are held at a time.

Limitations to SE:
• Limitation of democratic principles: Curtailing the terms of the existing legislature to synchronize the election 

will undermine democracy and federalism.
• Limitation of Voter Behaviour: Some political scientists’ say voters may be influenced to vote on national 

issues (thus benefiting national parties) even for State elections, thereby diluting electoral neutrality
• Limitation of Accountability: Frequent election ensures political and developmental accountability of parties 

in power. But SE might dilute that.
• Constitutional limitation: SE would require amendment in the provisions of the constitution, RPA 1951, and 

ratification by states. It may be hard to get in a multiparty and diverse country like India.
• Spirit of Constitution: One nation, one election” would make sense if India were a unitary state. So “one na-

tion, one election” is anti-democratic. Simultaneous elections threaten the federal character of our democra-
cy.

• Functional issues: Frequent elections bring the politicians back to the voters, create jobs and prevent the mix-
ing of local and national issues in the minds of the voters.

• Illiteracy: Not all voters are highly educated to know who to vote for. They may get confused and may not 
know whether they are voting for candidates contesting assembly or parliament elections.

Recommendations:
• Law Commission of India recommended simultaneous elections to Lok Sabha and State Legislative.
• 79th report of the parliamentary standing committee on Law and Justice recommended a two-phase election 

schedule – one concurrent with Lok Sabha elections, the second in the mid-term of the Lok Sabha.
• The Election Commission has also extended its in-principal support for the simultaneous elections.
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PARLIAMENTARY PRIVILEGES

Syllabus: Parliament and State Legislatures – structure, functioning, conduct of business, 
powers & privileges and issues arising out of these.

Context:
The Parliament’s Privileges and Ethics Committee has asked the Maharashtra Chief Secretary, DGP Maharashtra, 
Mumbai Police Commissioner and Superintendent of Women District Prison, Byculla (Mumbai) to appear before 
them for oral evidence, in connection with Navneet Rana’s arrest case.

Meaning of Parliamentary Privileges
They are certain rights and immunities enjoyed by members of Parliament, individually and collectively, so that 
they can “effectively discharge their functions”.
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Provisions related to Parliamentary Privileges: 
• The Constitution (Article 105 for Parliament and Article 194 for State Assemblies) mentions such privileges.
• Rule No 222 in Chapter 20 of the Lok Sabha Rule Book and correspondingly Rule 187 in Chapter 16 of the 

Rajya Sabha rulebook governs privilege.
• The Code of Civil Procedure, 1908.

Parliamentary privileges are categorised into two types:
• Collective Privileges: Those privileges which are enjoyed by the Indian Parliament as a whole.
• Individual Privileges: Those privileges which are secured to the members of the parliament on an individual 

level.

Various Parliamentary Privileges:
• Freedom of Speech: The members of Parliament/state assembly enjoy freedom of speech and expression.
• Exemption from Attendance as Witnesses: The members of Parliament/ assemblies also enjoy freedom 

from attendance as witnesses.
• Right to Publish Debates and Proceedings: Parliament/Assembly can prohibit the press to publish its pro-

ceedings, when needed.
• Right to exclude strangers: The object of including this right was to exclude any chances of daunting or 

threatening any of the members. The strangers may attempt to interrupt the sessions.
• Right to Punish Members and Outsiders: In India, the Parliament/Assembly has been given punitive powers 

to punish those who are judged guilty of contempt of the House.

Advantages of parliamentary privilege:
• The exemptions, rights or immunities provided to the members of each house of the parliament and the par-

liament committees secure the independence and effectiveness of the actions taken by them.
• The parliamentary privileges help maintain the dignity, authority and honour of the members of parliament.
• The parliamentary privileges help secure the members of the houses from any obstruction in their discharge 

of actions.

Motion against breaches:
When any of these rights and immunities are disregarded, the offence is called a breach of privilege and is pun-
ishable under law of Parliament.
• A notice is moved in the form of a motion by any member of either House against those being held guilty of 

breach of privilege.
• In the Lok Sabha, the Speaker nominates a committee of privileges consisting of 15 members as per respec-

tive party strengths. A report is then presented to the House for its consideration.

Role of the Speaker/Rajya Sabha (RS) Chairperson:
The Speaker/RS chairperson is the first level of scrutiny of a privilege motion.
The Speaker/Chair can decide on the privilege motion himself or herself or refer it to the privileges committee of 
Parliament.
• If the Speaker/Chair gives consent under relevant rules, the member concerned is given an opportunity to 

make a short statement.

Recommendations for Codification of Privileges
• The Press Commission has often taken up the issue of codification of privileges.
• National Commission to Review the Working of the Constitution in its report in 2002, suggested that privi-

leges be “defined and delimited.
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• Justice M.N. Venkatachaliah heading the Constitution Review Commission also recommended to define and 
delimit the privileges for the free and independent functioning of the legislature. 

Conclusion:
The privileges of legislatures should be defined and delimited for the free and independent functioning of Parlia-
ment and State Legislatures. thus, codification of privileges would strengthen the rule of law.

DEFAMATION CASE

Syllabus:  Indian Constitution- historical underpinnings, evolution, features, amendments, significant 
provisions and basic structure.

Context: 
BJP leader Kirit Somaiya’s wife Medha has filed a civil defamation suit against Shiv Sena’s Sanjay Raut. 

Meaning and Definition of Defamation:

• Defamation is the communication of a false statement that harms the reputation of an individual person, 
business, product, group, government, religion, or nation.

• In India, defamation can both be a civil wrong and a criminal offence.
• The difference between the two lies in the objects they seek to achieve.
• A civil wrong tends to provide for a redressal of wrongs by awarding compensation and a criminal law seeks 

to punish a wrongdoer and send a message to others not to commit such acts.
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Prominent Defamation related cases:

• April 2016: Kerala chief minister Oommen Chandy filed a defamation case against CPI (M) veteran VS Achuta 
nandan for alleged false statements during campaigning for the May 16 assembly elections. Achutanandan 
alleged there were 31 corruption cases against Chandy.

• December 2015: Finance minister Arun Jaitley filed a criminal defamation case against Delhi CM Arvind in 
Kejriwal, who alleged discrepancies in the Delhi cricket body’s accounts during Jaitley’s tenure as its chief.

• September 2014: Tamil Nadu CM J Jayalalithaa filed a criminal defamation case against BJP leader Subra-
manian Swamy and a newspaper for saying most boats apprehended by Sri Lankan navy belonged to her.

• February 2014: BJP leader Nitin Gadkari filed a criminal defamation case against AAP’s Arvind Kejriwal for 
including his name in a list of “India’s most corrupt politicians”. Both parties refused to compromise and 
chose to go on trial.

• March 2014: The Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) complained against Congress vice-president Rahul 
Gandhi for his remarks linking the saffron organization to the assassination of Mahatma Gandhi.

Legal provisions:

Criminal 

defamation

It has been specifically defined as an offence under section 499 of the Indian 
Penal Code (IPC).

Civil 

defamation

It is based on tort law (an area of law which does not rely on statutes to define 
wrongs but takes from an ever-increasing body of case laws to define what 
would constitute a wrong)

•	 Section 499 states defamation could be through words, spoken or intended to 
be read, through signs, and also through visible representations.

•	 Section 499 also cites exceptions for defamation example: “imputation of 
truth” 

Punishment

for defamation

Section 500 of IPC: “Whoever defames another shall be punished with simple 
imprisonment for a term which may extend to two years, or with fine, or 
with both.”

Misuse of the law and concerns associated:
• The criminal provisions have often been used purely as a means of harassment.
• Given the cumbersome nature of Indian legal procedures, the process itself turns into punishment, regard-

less of the merits of the case
• Defamation law impinges upon the fundamental right to freedom of speech and expression.
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Way forward: -
• Example from other countries: - US Supreme Court responded in one of the most famous judgments in its 

history, New York Times Co. v. Sullivan (1964), it substantially modified defamation law to ensure that it could 
no longer be used as a tool of harassment and blackmail. India needs to emulate this.

• Indian judiciary: - There are enough ways to judicially interpret Section 499 to ensure that it no longer remains 
the tool of the powerful to blackmail, harass, and silence inconvenient speech. 

ABORTION IN INDIA
Syllabus: Government policies and interventions

Context: 
A 25-year-old pregnant woman challenged Rule 3B of the Medical Termination of Pregnancy Rules, 2003, (in 
Supreme court) which allows only some categories of women to seek termination of pregnancy between 20 and 
24 weeks.

Facts: 
•	 Every year 6.7 million abortions take place in India but the sad part is that 5.7 million are illegal.
•	 56 million induced abortions take place each year globally
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Supreme court order:
• Law covered ‘unmarried’ women: An amendment to the Act in 2021 had substituted the term ‘husband’ with 

‘partner’, a clear signal that the law covered unmarried women within its ambit. Thus, SC allowed women to 
have an abortion.
 ◦ The court ordered a medical board to be formed by the AIIMS to check whether it was safe to conduct an 

abortion on the woman and submit a report in a week.
• Denying an unmarried woman, the right to a safe abortion violates her personal autonomy and freedom. A 

woman’s right to reproductive choice is an inseparable part of her personal liberty under Article 21 of the 
Constitution. She has a sacrosanct right to bodily integrity.

• Live-in relationships had already been recognised by the Supreme Court.
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Ethical issues with abortion

Ethical issues 

with women

•	 Health: Both physical and mental health gets impacted because of 
unwanted pregnancy.

•	 Rights and freedom: No woman who voluntarily chose to get pregnant 
is likely to seek abortion unless there are some serious compelling 
circumstances.

•	 Bodily autonomy: Apart from losing reproductive choices, restrictions on 
abortion might lead to illegal and unsafe abortions. This goes against Right 
to Privacy (Puttaswamy vs Union of India Judgement).

Ethical issues 

with the Family

•	 Husband’s/In-laws choices: As both parents conceive a child, abor-
tion might have choices of both the parents involved.

•	 Conservative vs liberal values followed in a family have differing opinions 
regarding abortions.

Ethical issues with

respect to fetus

•	 Right to life: Abortion amounts to the murder of a living being.

•	 Motherly care: it is a unique unspoken bond shared between two lives, 
which cannot be questioned or regulated by laws.

Ethical issues 

with respect to 

society in general

•	 Valuing life: State has the responsibility of valuing each life.
•	 Inclusion of all: Abortion should not become a mechanism of social control 

for avoiding the appearance of differences or disabilities.
•	 Provide better life for existing children: Many times, parents want abor-

tion to be able to give a good life to existing children instead of dividing 
their meagre resources into more children.

Arguments in favour of legalizing abortion: 
• Bodily Sovereignty:  The first argument is of Bodily Sovereignty. Each woman has the sole right to make de-

cisions about what happens to her body - no one should force her either to carry or terminate a pregnancy 
against her will. Most abortions are carried out on the grounds of safeguarding the woman’s mental health.

• Safeguard the life: Other are situations where abortions are done to safeguard the life of a fetus, as it would 
involve risk if pregnancy is carried, it might damage the fetus resulting in danger to the life of the mother.

•  To avoid ‘back-street abortions’: If abortion is banned, or just more restricted, we would return to the days 
of ‘back-street abortions’. In the past this has been accompanied by wild claims of the risk to women’s health 
from these procedures. The women resort to some unhygienic measures to abort the fetus.

• Saves the mother’s life: Act of performing an abortion to save the mother’s life when occurs, however, the 
rationale is not that the fetus is seen to have less value than the mother, but that if no action is taken both will 
die. Aborting the fetus at least saves the mother’s life.

• Reproductive rights: The Supreme Court has recognised women’s right to make reproductive choices and 
their decision to abort as a dimension of their personal liberty (in Mrs. X v. Union of India, 2017) and as falling 
within the realm of the fundamental right to privacy (in K.S. Puttaswamy v. Union of India, 2017).

Argument against legalisation of abortion in India:
• Unsafe: It is estimated that 15.6 million abortions take place in India every year. A significant proportion of 

these are expected to be unsafe. Legalising abortion would further put mother’s life in danger especially in 
rural areas.

• Female foeticide: In India there is a major problem with female foeticide. For sociological and economic rea-
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sons parents prefer to have boy babies. When parents can discover the gender of the foetus in advance, they 
sometimes request the termination of a pregnancy solely because the foetus is female.

• Unethical: Abortion is morally wrong because it deprives the foetus of a valuable future. In a way it snatches 
foetus’ right to life.

• Damages women: Abortion because it can damage the long-term physical and emotional health of women 
who have an abortion.

• Women atrocities: Legalising abortion may lead to forceful abortion by the husband or family of husband in 
want of dowry or son.

Conclusion: 
The legal regulations have abrogated the women’s right to liberty to a great extent, particularly with respect to 
right to self-determination, right to have control over her body and right to abortion. Measures, both legislative 
and non-legislative, should be employed to achieve empowerment of women which in turn will reduce female 
feticide. 

MALNUTRITION
Syllabus: Issues relating to poverty and hunger.

Context:
Recently, the National Report of the 2nd phase of fifth round of National Family Health Survey (NFHS-5) was re-
leased.

Malnutrition Definition: 
WHO: Malnutrition refers to deficiencies, excesses or imbalances in a person’s intake of energy and/or nutrients. 

The term malnutrition covers 2 broad groups of conditions. 
• Undernutrition: which includes stunting (low height for age), wasting (low weight for height), underweight 

(low weight for age) and micronutrient deficiencies or insufficiencies (a lack of important vitamins and miner-
als). 

• Overweight: obesity and diet-related noncommunicable diseases (such as heart disease, stroke, diabetes, and 
cancer).

National Family Health Survey (NFHS) data on nutrition (NFHS-5  Vs NFHS-4)

Progressive factors:
• There is a substantial increase in antenatal service attendance (58.6- 70.0%)
• Women having their own savings bank accounts (63.0 to78.6%)
• Women owning mobile phones that they themselves use(49.9 % to 54.0%)
• Women married before 18 years of age (26.8 % to 23.3 %)
• Women with 10 or more years of schooling (35.7% to 41.0%)
• Access to clean fuel for cooking (43.8 % to 68.6%).

Regressive factors:
• The country has not progressed well in terms of direct nutrition interventions.
• Preconception nutrition, maternal nutrition and appropriate infant and child feeding remain to be effectively 

addressed.
• India has 20%to 30% undernutrition even in the first six months of life when exclusive breastfeeding is the 
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only nourishment required.
• Neither maternal nutrition care interventions nor feeding practices for infants and young child feeding prac-

tices have shown the desired improvement.
• Only marginal improvement in the practice of exclusive breastfeeding (EBF).

Facts: 
• 25% of all hungry people worldwide live in India.
• 38% of children below 5 years are stunted. In this number, the share of urban areas is 31%. The rural India 

on the other hand makes 41% share.  
• 21% are wasted (low weight for height). This is a major indicator of malnutrition. 
• 25% women above 14 and below 40 years in India are undernourished.
• According to UNICEF, malnutrition caused 69% of child deaths below the age of 5 in India.

Causes for malnutrition:
• Mother’s health: more than half the women of childbearing age are anaemic and 33 per cent are undernour-

ished, according to NFHS 2006. A malnourished mother is more likely to give birth to malnourished children.
• Social inequality: For example, girl children are more likely to be malnourished than boys, and low-caste chil-

dren than upper-caste children.
• Sanitation: Most children in rural areas and urban slums still lack sanitation. This makes them vulnerable to 

the kinds of chronic intestinal diseases that prevent bodies from making good use of nutrients in food, and 
they become malnourished.

• Lack of diversified food: With the increase in diversity in food intake malnutrition (stunted/underweight) 
status declines. Only 12% of children are likely to be stunted and underweight in areas where diversity in food 
intake is high, while around 50% children are stunted if they consume less than three food items.

• Lack of food security: The dismal health of Indian women and children is primarily due to lack of food security. 
Nearly one-third of adults in the country have a body mass index (BMI) below normal just because they do not 
have enough food to eat.

• Failure of government approaches: India already has two robust national programmes addressing malnutri-
tion the Integrated Child Development Service (ICDS) and the National Health Mission but these do not yet 
reach enough people.

• Disease spread: Most child deaths in India occur from treatable diseases like pneumonia, diarrhoea, malaria 
and complications at birth. The child may eventually die of a disease, but that disease becomes lethal because 
the child is malnourished and unable to put up resistance to it.

• Poverty: The staff of ICDS places part of the blame of malnutrition on parents being inattentive to the needs 
of their children, but crushing poverty forces most women to leave their young children at home and work in 
the fields during the agricultural seasons.

• Lack of nutrition: Significant cause of malnutrition is also the deliberate failure of malnourished people to 
choose nutritious food. An international study found that the poor in developing countries had enough money 
to increase their food spending by as much as 30 per cent but that this money was spent on alcohol, tobacco 
and festivals instead.
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Government effort to fight malnutrition
• Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana (PMMVY): 6,000 is transferred directly to the bank accounts of preg-

nant women for availing better facilities for their delivery.
• POSHAN Abhiyaan: aims to reduce stunting, under-nutrition, anaemia and low birth weight babies through 

synergy and convergence among different programmes, better monitoring and improved community 
mobilisation.

• National Food Security Act (NFSA), 2013:  aims to ensure food and nutrition security for the most vulnerable 
through its associated schemes and programmes, making access to food a legal right.

• Mid-day Meal (MDM) scheme: aims to improve nutritional levels among school children which also has a 
direct and positive impact on enrolment, retention and attendance in schools.

• Integrated Child Development Services (ICDS): with its network of 1.4 million Anganwadi Centres, reaching 
almost 100 million beneficiaries who include pregnant and nursing mothers and children up to 6 years;

• Public Distribution System (PDS): that reaches over 800 million people under the National Food Security Act.
• Eat Right India: An outreach activity organised by the Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) for 

citizens to nudge them towards eating right.
• Food Fortification: Food Fortification or Food Enrichment is the addition of key vitamins and minerals such as 

iron, iodine, zinc, Vitamin A & D to staple foods such as rice, milk and salt to improve their nutritional content.
• Mission Indradhanush: It targets children under 2 years of age and pregnant women for immunization against 

12 Vaccine-Preventable Diseases (VPD).

Measures needed to tackle Malnutrition: 
• Continued monitoring: After monitoring the successful initiation of breastfeeding in the hospital, anganwadi 

workers, ASHA workers and Auxiliary Nurse Midwives must continue to monitor exclusive breastfeeding till the 
infant is six months old.

• Ration supply without break: We must also ensure that there is take-home ration for under-three children 
through the regular supply of supplementary nutrition from the Integrated Child Development Services.

• Monitoring PDS: Real-time monitoring of the Public Distribution System (PDS) will go a long way in ensuring 
food at the family level.

• Community involvement: Both Poshan Abhiyan and the Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana need to be 
monitored with the help of the community to ensure sustainable nutrition security.

• Food fortification of staples (including wheat, flour, rice and edible oils): It represents a cost-effective and 
scalable solution to enhance nutrient intake. Standards for food fortification should be established, and guide-
lines changed to promote the use of fortified inputs in ICDS-provided hot cooked meals.

• Culturally appropriate dietary modifications: should be developed to help people identify concrete actions 
that can improve both dietary supply and the absorption of micronutrients. This information needs to be dis-
seminated to the public through traditional information channels.

• Public-private partnerships: Private sector engagement can leverage technological solutions for scaling up 
food fortification initiatives, and complement the government’s outreach efforts through mass awareness and 
education campaigns in communities.

Conclusion: 
Prioritizing early childhood nutrition is key to ensuring India’s development rests on strong and steady shoulders. 
India’s ability to harness long-term demographic dividends rests on it prioritizing nutrition in its health agenda, 
and reforming the institutional framework through which interventions are delivered.
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PROTECTIONISM
Syllabus: Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries on India’s interests, 

Meaning of protectionism 
Protectionism refers to government policies that restrict international trade to help domestic industries and 
encourage domestic investment in a specific industry. Protectionist policies are usually implemented with the 
goal to improve economic activity within a domestic economy but can also be implemented for safety or quality 
concerns.

Protectionism in India:
In the past few years, many countries have criticized the Indian economy for becoming protectionist. This can 
be depicted in the following instances:
• Not opening up for imports, particularly after the Indian Government failed to agree on terms for a mini trade 

deal with the US.
• India walked out of the 15-nation Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) of Asian countries.
• The “Atma Nirbhar Bharat (Self-Reliance) initiative”, launched in May 2020, after the beginning of the 

pandemic, was also perceived internationally as a protectionist move.
• Ban on Vaccine Export: Ban on Vaccine export after the rise of Delta variant although making an announcement 

of supplying vaccines to the world.

Arguments for Protectionism:
• National security: The argument pertains to the risk of dependency upon other nations for economic 

sustainability.
• Infant industry: It is argued that protectionist policies are required to protect industries in their initial stages. 

As if the market is kept open, global established companies can capture the market. This can lead to the end 
of domestic players in the new industry.

• Dumping: Many countries dump their goods (sell them at lower price than their cost of production or their 
cost in the local market) in other countries.

• Saving jobs: It is argued that buying more domestically will drive up national production, and that this increased 
production will in turn result in a healthier domestic job market.
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• Outsourcing: it is common practice for companies to identify countries having cheaper labour and easier sys-
tems of governance and outsource their job work.

• Intellectual Property Protection: Patents, in a domestic system, protect the innovators. On a global scale, 
however, it is quite common for developing nations to copy new technologies via reverse engineering.

• Source of government revenue - where protectionism takes the form of a tariff, this will also raise revenue for 
the government, like any other tax.

• To protect strategic industries - a particular product or industry might be of strategic importance to a country, 
e.g., agriculture or coal, and protectionism may be justified on the grounds that it is keeping alive an industry 
which plays a vital part in the economy.

Arguments against Protectionism
• Trade Agreements: India has benefited immensely from international trade agreements. As per the Com-

merce Ministry data, India has entered into Free Trade Agreements (FTA) with about 54 individual countries.
• Against WTO Regulations: India has been a member of WTO since its inception. WTO’s regulations prohibit 

imposing restrictions on imports from other countries.
• Inflationary in Nature: Protectionist policies by restricting imports, can lead to rising prices in the domestic 

market. Thus, hurting the interest of the consumers directly.
• Uncompetitive Domestic Industries: By protecting the local industries, they have no incentive to innovate or 

spend resources on research and development (R&D) of new products.
• Adverse Effects on Poverty: Higher prices from tariffs tend to hit those on lower incomes hardest, because the 

tariffs (e.g., on foodstuffs, tobacco, and clothing) fall on products that lower income families spend a higher 
share of their income. Tariffs can therefore lead to a rise in relative poverty.

• Retaliation & Trade Wars: There is the danger that one country imposing import controls will lead to retalia-
tory action by another.

• Economic isolation: It often leads to political and cultural isolation, which, in turn, leads to even more eco-
nomic isolation.
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ROLE OF NITI AAYOG IN COOPERATIVE FEDERALISM
Syllabus: Functions and responsibilities of the Union and the States, issues and challenges pertaining to the 

federal structure, devolution of powers and finances up to local levels and challenges therein.

Context: 
NITI Aayog organizes the annual meeting of the Governing Council (GC) under the leadership of the PM, which 
brings together chief ministers/Lieutenant-governors of the states/UTs to discuss inter-sectoral, inter-depart-
mental and federal issues to accelerate the implementation of the National Development Agenda. As a run-up 
to the 2022 GC meeting, the first National Conference of Chief Secretaries was held in Dharamshala from June 
15-17.

Cooperative Federalism:
Cooperative federalism is a notion or subset of federalism in which the federal government, state governments, 
and local governments work together to solve common problems.

Objectives
• Maintaining the union
• Promoting common welfare of all the citizens
• Seeking a joint solution to a common problem

Granville Austin: Despite a strong Centre, cooperative federalism doesn’t necessarily result in weaker States; 
rather, the progress of the Republic rests upon active cooperation between the two.

How Cooperative Federalism is practised in India?

Legislative and Adminis-
trative Framework

• Separation of Powers: Schedule 7 of the Constitution
• Judiciary: Article 131 of the Constitution
• Coalition governments
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Financial Framework • GST Council
• Finance Commission

Institutional Framework • NITI Aayog
• Inter-State Council
• Zonal Council
• National Development Council and the National Integration Council

Challenges to cooperative federalism:
• Over-centralization: India is quasi-federal with most of the powers in the hands of the union government. The 

Centre enjoys more power than the states, and the most important subjects of the country are listed in the 
Union List.

• Regionalism: A strong feeling of regionalism makes it difficult for the Government to bind the nation as one 
because this feeling of regionalism gives rise to secessionist forces, which threaten the very existence and 
identity of the country.

• President’s rule: The centre has used the provision of the President’s rule to dissolve state governments on 
many occasions. When the Centre and the state are run by governments formed by two different political 
parties, the Centre tries to abuse the powers under President’s rule to dissolve the state government and 
usurp the power and take it into their own hands.

• Taxation: Finance has always been a contentious issue between the state and the centre. The States most of 
the time complain that their opinions aren’t given much significance while different financial decisions are 
taken.

• Uniform Approach: The Centre while framing policies fails to take into account the heterogeneity of India. The 
one size fits all approach doesn’t work in a diverse country like India. 

• Trust deficit: Trust deficit between Centre and States is widening. Several issues such as shrinkage of divisible 
pools plague Centre-State relations. Together, they make total cooperation difficult. 

• Under-represented in finance commission: States are under-represented. Recommendations of the Finance 
Commission are placed before Parliament and States have no role in the debate. There is no provision for an 
aggrieved State to challenge the FC report or seek its enforcement. 
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Seven Propositions by NITI Ayog:
• Growth led by states/UTs: India’s growth is that of its states and UTs. As custodians of regional policy and 

prime executors of development programmes, states are the Indian economy’s growth drivers.
• Income convergence: To achieve greater socio-economic cohesion within the country, achieving income con-

vergence across states must be a policy priority.
• Social indicators: In addition to income growth, performance on social indicators is a sound metric for assess-

ing a state’s performance.
 ◦ Social outcomes are de-linked from income in several states. Mizoram’s performance on the Infant Mor-

tality Rate (IMR) is one example.
• Growth from the grassroots level: We must focus on ensuring that growth originates from the grassroots 

while addressing significant inter-state and inter-district variations.
• Better urbanization: Better managed urbanization is crucial. Cities face challenges such as affordable housing, 

water supply and waste management.
• NITI Ayog as an intermediary: Several best practices are already being implemented by states across India. 

NITI Aayog must act as an intermediary between the Centre and states to ensure cross-sharing of these best 
practices, insights and perspectives.
 ◦ Some areas that merit particular focus are the use of advanced technology using blockchain and AI, de-

velopment of social registry, reducing compliance burden, implementation of PM Gati Shakti, decrimi-
nalization of minor offences and simplification of laws and processes to enhance ease of doing business.

• Tackling climate change: The challenge of climate change is upon us. The world has so far witnessed two mod-
els of development— the Industrial Revolution and the rise of East Asia. Both depended on cheap, fossil-fuel 
energy. India aspires to grow equally fast but is now subject to a carbon constraint.

Conclusion: 
There can be various reasons for the steady transition of cooperative federalism to coercive federalism like the 
difference in ideologies, presence of Union government machinery in a region but there is a need for proper rene-
gotiation so that the fabric of cooperative federalism does not get torn.
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HIGHER EDUCATION IN INDIA

Syllabus: Issues Relating to Development and Management of Social Sector/Services relating to Health, 
Education, Human Resources.

Context: 
Indian Institute of Technology (IIT), Madras, is yet again the top higher educational institute in the country 
followed by the Indian Institute of Science (IISc), Bengaluru, and IIT Bombay, according to the Ministry of Edu-
cation’s National Institutional Ranking Framework (NIRF) 2022.

Higher education in India
Higher education system plays an important role for the country’s overall development which includes industrial, 
social, economic etc. Indian higher education system is third largest in the world.

Facts:
• Total Enrolment in Higher Education stands at 3.85 crore in 2019-20 as compared to 3.74 crore in 2018-19, 

registering a growth of 11.36 lakh (3.04 %).
• India’s higher education system is the third largest in the world, next to the United States and China.
• Higher education spending is over Rs 46,200cr.
• More than 36000 higher education institutes are present in India.
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Challenges of Higher Education System in India:
• Gap between the Supply and demand: In higher education, India has a low rate of enrolment i.e., gross enrol-

ment ratio (GER), at only 19%. If we compared to china and brazil GER is 26% and 36% respectively.
• Lack of Quality Research work: There is no shortage of funding for the top Indian Institutions such as IITs, IIMs 

and other institutes of national importance. H
• Poor quality of curriculum: Indian higher education is facing with the problem of poor quality of curriculum. 

In most of the higher educational institutes curriculum is out-dated and irrelevant.
• Shortage of Faculty and High Student-Faculty Ratio: In most of the state and central universities more than 

30% of faculty positions are lying vacant
• Inadequate Infrastructure and Facilities: Apart from the highly recognized higher educational institutes in 

India most of the colleges and universities lack in the basic and high-end research facilities. Many institutes 
are running without proper infrastructure and basic facilities like library, hostels, transport, sports facility etc

• Low employability of graduates: Low employability of graduates is one of the major problems in India. Only 
a small proportion of Indian graduates are considered employable. Placement outcome also drop significantly 
as we move away from the top institutes.

• Inclusiveness and Equal Access: Inter-caste and tribal disparities are prominent in Indian higher education. 
For Scheduled Castes, Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER) is 19.9% and for Scheduled Tribes, it is 14.2% as compared 
to the national GER of 24.5%.

• Autonomy: Over-regulation by regulators such as UGC, MCI, which decide on aspects of standards, appoint-
ments, fee’s structure and curriculum has further deterred new institutions from opening campuses.
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Measures to improve Indian higher education system:
• Filling up vacancies: Government must ensure filling up of vacancies through more autonomy to the 

institutions.
• Creating enabling atmosphere: Research cannot be improved merely by regulating universities, instead they 

need efforts to create enabling atmosphere for which it is imperative to grant more autonomy, better funding 
and new instruments to regulate work ethic.

• Implementing initiatives: new initiatives like Hackathon, curriculum reform, anytime, anywhere learning 
through SWAYAM, teacher training is all aimed at improving quality. These need to be effectively implemented.

• Permanent appointments: As India wants to transform its universities into world class institutions, it must 
safeguard the interests of young researchers and thousands of temporary faculty members by expediting the 
permanent appointments in a time-bound framework and transparent manner.

• Incentive: One of the fundamental changes India must institutionalise is a radically new compensation and 
incentive structure for faculty members. A flexibility to pay differential salaries based on market forces and 
merit must be part of this transformation.

• Investment: Adequate investment in the higher education sector is needed. Gap in investment to be filled by 
private sector

• Revamping curriculum: It is important to make curriculum industry-oriented, updated and practical focusing 
on skill development. More focus is needed on critical thinking, analytical reasoning, problem-solving rather 
than memorizing and writing skills.

• A systematic, coherent, and transparent approach is needed to determine the suitability of universities to 
pursue objectives of excellence.

Conclusion: 
The paradigm shift in the higher education system in India is aided by the integration of the latest innovation and 
technology. The transformed system focuses on the inclusive development of the learners and the National Edu-
cation Policy (NEP) 2020 ensures the same. 

CIVIL SOCIETY
Syllabus:  Development processes and the development industry —the role of NGOs, SHGs, various groups and 

associations, donors, charities, institutional and other stakeholders.

Definition of Civil Society: 
Civil Society Organizations can be defined to include all non-market and non-state organizations outside of the 
family in which people organize themselves to pursue shared interests in the public domain”.

According to the World Bank, Civil Society refers to refers to a wide array of organizations, community groups, 
non-governmental organizations [NGOs], labour unions, indigenous groups, charitable organizations, faith-
based organizations, professional associations and foundations.
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Different Types of Civil Society Organisations
• Civil rights advocacy organisations: Promote human rights of specific social groups, such as women, migrants, 

people with disabilities, HIV victims, sex workers, Dalit members, tribal people, and alike.
• Civil liberties advocacy organisations: Promote equal civil liberties and human rights for all instead of concen-

trating on a particular social class.
• Community-based organisations, citizens groups, farmers’ cooperatives: Promote citizen engagement in 

public policy problems to enhance the quality of life in the society.
• International peace and human rights organisations: Foster peace and human rights on an international level.

Journey of Civil Society Organisations in India: 
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Role of Civil Society:
• To fulfil the gaps: In a large developing country like India, there are numerous gaps left by the government in 

the development process. These are the gaps that civil societies try to fill in modern India.
• Raising Awareness: Supplementing the government effort to provide health care to citizens, and by raising 

awareness in society about issues like child and maternal malnutrition
• Children protection: A number of NGO’s like Childline India Foundation, World Vision, Arambh India have 

played important role in raising awareness on child sexual abuse.
• Environmental Protection: In the last 20 years, a very large number of NGOs in India have been active in the 

area of environmental protection.
• The NGOs have often been helped by the judiciary whenever the government of the day has proved unrespon-

sive.
• Becoming voice: The engagement of civil society and the media in educating citizens about the evils of corrup-

tion, raising their awareness levels and securing their participation by giving them a ‘voice’.
• Influence Policies: Civil society can influence policy and project formulation through membership of commit-

tees and submission of memoranda.
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Difference between NGO and Civil Society: 
• Stepping Stone Are Different – A robust civil society is the foundation of modern political parties. NGOs are the 

life force for the civil Society. It implies that a society were NGO Registration acts as support for governance.
• Civil Society and NGO are not interchangeable terms – It implies that since the words are not synonyms to 

each other. Civil Society refers to that segment of the Society that interacts with the state and influences the 
state, yet it is distinct from the state.

• Role of NGO and Civil Society – Non-Governmental Organizations are more accountable, responsive and take 
actions for public rights. They bring about social change. They raise the concern for the citizens.

• Point of difference – In a civil society – citizens have fundamental rights, Directive Principles of State Poli-
cy-DPSP and fundamental duties-FD as enshrined in the Constitution of India as Article 12-35, Article 36-51 
and Article 51A. The role of NGO comes, when the state is seen as consisting of entrenched interests and styles 
of functioning that make it unwilling and unable to work with its people.
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Conclusion: 
Civil Societies are an essential aspect of democracy; they bridge the gap between the government and the 
governed.  Proper guidelines should be issued, rules regarding their accreditation and maintenance of ac-
counts should be clearly stated and efforts should be made to have a balance between national security concerns 
and the need for a vibrant civil society.

ASHA WORKERS
Syllabus: Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services relating to Health, 

Education, Human Resources.

Context: 
ASHA (Accredited Social Health Activist) workers have received the Global Health Leaders Award-2022 in the back-
drop of the on-going 75th World Health Assembly.

Meaning of ASHA (Accredited Social Health Activist) workers:
ASHA workers are volunteers from within the community who are trained to provide information and aid people 
in accessing benefits of various healthcare schemes of the government.  They act as a bridge connecting margin-
alised communities with facilities such as primary health centres, sub-centres and district hospitals. 

Eligibility: They must have good communication and leadership skills; should be literate with formal education up 
to Class 8, as per the programme guidelines. 

Facts: 
• There are around 10.4 lakh ASHA workers across the country. 
• The largest workforces of ASHA workers are in states with high populations – Uttar Pradesh (1.63 lakh), Bi-

har (89,437), and Madhya Pradesh (77,531). 
• Goa is the only state with no such workers.

ASHA workers- Roles and Functions:
• Go door-to-door in their designated areas creating awareness about basic nutrition, hygiene practices, and 

the health services available.
• Focus on ensuring that women undergo ante-natal check-up, maintain nutrition during pregnancy, deliver 

at a healthcare facility, and provide post-birth training on breast-feeding and complementary nutrition of 
children.

• Counsel women about contraceptives and sexually transmitted infections.
• Ensure that children get immunised.
• Provide medicines daily to TB patients under directly observed treatment of the national programme.
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Problems faced by ASHA workers:

Low and non-fixed salary

• Since they are considered “volunteers”, governments are not obligated to pay 
them a salary. And, most states don’t.

• Their income depends on incentives under various schemes that are provided 
when they, for example, ensure an institutional delivery or when they get a child 
immunised. All this adds up to only between Rs 6,000 to Rs 8,000 a month.

No dedicated fund

• They are paid from the NRHM fund for which they have to wait for long time. 
• The scheme does not have a dedicated budgetary allocation and the funds are 

arranged on an ad-hoc basis from different government schemes under NRHM
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Abysmal training
The residential trainings at the block-level should happen once every year. 
In practice, the trainings do not happen regularly.

Infrastructure

Many Anganwadi workers and Asha activists have reported against dilapidated 
buildings and hazardous environment.
It becomes difficult to ensure proper nutrition and early childhood care for children 
under these conditions.

Occupational Hazard Recent attack on ASHA workers during the COVID-19 pandemic shows the vulnera-
bility of these workers and the non-performance of state in providing basic security.

Way forward: 
• Fixed salary and dedicated fund: There should be a dedicated fund for ASHAs, which will ensure timely pay-

ment of the incentives and boost the morale of the volunteers
• Skill training: Skill upgradation should be an integral part of the scheme. 
• Volunteers should be encouraged to take short-term courses on auxiliary nurse mid-wives/general nursing 

and midwifery.

Conclusion: 
Initiatives should be taken at administrative levels to improve the performance of ASHAs and the factors creating 
issues in their performance should be solved out.

FREEBIES CULTURE
Syllabus: Government policies

Context: 
SC has a direct union government to consult the finance commission on whether it is possible to regulate the dis-
tribution of freebies by political parties using public money.

Freebies: 
Freebies are items that are provided without charge or cost. In Indian politics, it has been rampant. During elec-
tion season, it is a well-known and prevalent habit.

The ‘revdi’ culture
Freebies like free power and a monthly stipend to women are among promises made by parties and this is com-
mon in elections in state after state. Earlier this month, the PM said it’s time to stop this practice and called it 
the ‘revdi’ culture hurting the country, its development and well-being.

Arguments in Favour of Freebies
• Facilitates growth: Some studies show that when a government provides things to people and spends money 

on them, the country grows. If a government spends money on health and education, for instance. In the near 
future, this will reveal the benefits.

• Promotes Industry: States such as Tamil Nadu and Bihar are well-known for providing sewing machines, saris, 
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and bicycles to women, but they do so with budget funds, boosting industry sales.
• Important for meeting expectations: Some states in India, such as Bihar and Jharkhand, are underdeveloped, 

but the people there meet all of their expectations. As a result of their lack of education, they rely entirely on 
the government.

• Assists countries with a lower level of development: a higher proportion of the population living in poverty, 
such freebies have become necessary to provide for the people’s upliftment.

Issues with Freebies culture:
• Huge debt burden: The debt-to-GDP ratio of Punjab reached 53.3% in 2021-22 due to the high-subsidy burden.
• Creates a never-ending cycle of freebies: as populist schemes are countered with more populist measures.
• Social inequalities: With the Rajasthan government’s decision to revert to the old pension scheme for its 

employees, just 6% of the population captures benefits as high as 56% of the pension and salary expenditure.
• More expenditure towards servicing just interest costs: Andhra Pradesh spent roughly 13% of its budget of 

22,000 crores on interest payments.
• People will become lazy: If everything is provided for free, people will become lazy because they will not work 

and will believe that the government will provide them with everything. They will become completely reliant 
on the government for everything.

• Leading the country to famine: Because the government gives people free things, their treasury will be de-
pleted, potentially leading to famine. Sri Lanka is an example of a country that, despite its problems, does not 
distribute free goods to its citizens.

• Reduces people’s productivity: If a person receives free goods from the government, he or she will either not 
work or will work less.

• Free and Fair Election: Before elections, promises of irrational freebies from public funds sway voters, disrupt 
the level playing field, and taint the election process. It’s the equivalent as paying voters in terms of unethical 
behaviour.

Impact of freebies on state budgets: 

  

Expenditure side

• Huge drain on state resources: farm loan waiver in Maharashtra resulted in an 
outgo of Rs 45,000-51,000 crore during the financial year 2020-21.

• Lack of specific outcome targets: No responsibility for the money spent. Telan-
gana has committed 35% of revenue receipts, almost 63% of the state’s own tax 
revenue, to finance populist schemes which are cantered on freebies.

    
Revenue side

• Negative impact on state-owned enterprises: leading loss-making PSU’s.
• Low tax collections: due to Free electricity, free water, free rides etc., there is no 

realization of tax on these.

Political
• Competitive manifestos, sometimes seem impractical and illogical and unimple-

mentable. It leads to the degeneration of the political agenda. This can even lead 
to the wastage of resources on frivolous promises without any real results to 
show.

SC Judgement
The Supreme Court in S Subramaniam Balaji vs Government of Tamil Nadu 2013 case held that unrealistic poll 
promises and freebies are a serious issue that disturbs the level-playing field in elections.
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Measures to mitigate the negative impacts:
• Role of Finance Commission: Finance Commission (an independent body) when it makes allocations to various 

states, can take into account the debt of the state and in the context of that find out whether the state’s 
economy will be sustainable over the years in the context of the freebies.

• Strengthening Election Commission: bringing freebies under MCC and regulating manifestos by ECI.
• Demand-based freebies: with priority to DPSPs based or merit goods such as PDS system, education, health 

etc. for greater prosperity.
• Improving transparency: to ensure it reaches real beneficiaries. E.g., a farm loan waiver reaches only actual 

farmers.
• Revising FRBM act: placing a limit on expenditure on loan waivers, free electricity and water.
• Outcome-based budgeting: makes the departments accountable for their work, as done on Jharkhand recent-

ly fixes responsibility on debts.
• Educating the public: On effects of such freebies and need for fiscal discipline. E.g. demanding the source of 

funds for such freebies through citizen groups.

Conclusion: 
There is a need to understand the impacts of freebies from the economic sense and connect it with the taxpayer’s 
money.

JAL JEEVAN MISSION (JJM)
Syllabus: Government Policies and Interventions for Development in various sectors and Issues arising out of 

their Design and Implementation.

Context: 
JJM hit 51% completion of the project. From less than 17% of households with a running tap water connection, 
JJM has enabled reach to more than 34% now in less than 3 years.

About the Jal Jeevan Mission:
JJM envisages supply of 55 litres of water per person per day to every rural household through Functional House-
hold Tap Connections (FHTC) by 2024. It is under the Ministry of Jal Shakti.
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The broad objectives of the Mission are:
• To provide FHTC to every rural household.
• To prioritize provision of FHTCs in quality affected areas, villages in drought prone and desert areas, Sansad 

Adarsh Gram Yojana (SAGY) villages, etc.
• To provide functional tap connection to Schools, Anganwadi centres, GP buildings, Health centres, wellness 

centres and community buildings
• To monitor functionality of tap connections.
• To promote and ensure voluntary ownership among local community by way of contribution in cash, kind 

and/ or labour and voluntary labour (shramdaan)
• To assist in ensuring sustainability of water supply system, i.e. water source, water supply infrastructure, and 

funds for regular O&M
• To empower and develop human resource in the sector such that the demands of construction, plumbing, 

electrical, water quality management, water treatment, catchment protection, O&M, etc. are taken care of in 
short and long term

• To bring awareness on various aspects and significance of safe drinking water and involvement of stakehold-
ers in manner that make water everyone’s business

Jal Jeevan Mission encompasses:
• Prioritizing provision of FHTCs in poor water quality affected areas, villages in drought-prone and desert 

areas, Sansad Adarsh Gram Yojana (SAGY) villages, etc.
• Providing functional tap connection to Schools, Anganwadi centres, Gram Panchayat buildings, Health centres, 

wellness centres and community buildings.
• Technological interventions for removal of contaminants where water quality is an issue.
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Implementation:
• Community approach: The Mission is based on a community approach to water and includes extensive Infor-

mation, Education and Communication as a key component of the mission.
• Jan andolan for water: JJM looks to create a jan andolan for water, thereby making it everyone’s priority.
• Fund sharing pattern: The fund sharing pattern between the Centre and states is 90:10 for Himalayan and 

North-Eastern States, 50:50 for other states, and 100% for Union Territories.

Achievements of JJM: 
• At the time of the announcement of the JJM, out of a total of 18.70 crore rural households, only 3.23 crore 

(17%) households had the provision of tap water supply. At present, there are 19.32 crore rural households 
across 21 different edapho-climatic conditions in the country. 

• Currently, about 9 crores (46%) of rural households in the country have assured provision of a clean tap 
water supply. 

• Every rural household in 101 districts and 1.40 lakh villages is getting a clean tap water supply.
• Three states have declared that they have completed the project: Haryana, Telangana and Goa. 

SWOT Analysis of JJM: 
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Conclusion:
The Jal Jeevan Mission will be a major step towards improving our people’s ease of living and meeting their aspi-
rations of a New India.
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NATIONAL INVESTIGATION AGENCY
Syllabus: Statutory, regulatory and various quasi-judicial bodies.

Introduction: 
The National Investigation Agency is the primary counter-terrorist task force of India. The agency is empowered 
to deal with the investigation of terror related crimes across states without special permission from the states 
under written proclamation from the Ministry of Home Affairs.

Facts for Prelims: 
• It implements international treaties, agreements, conventions and resolutions of the United Nations, its 

agencies and other international organizations.
• Its objective is also to combat terror in India.
• It acts as the Central Counter-Terrorism Law Enforcement Agency.
• Headquarters: New Delhi
• Branches: Hyderabad, Guwahati, Kochi, Lucknow, Mumbai, Kolkata, Raipur and Jammu.
• Officers of the NIA are drawn from the Indian Police Service and Indian Revenue Service.
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Scheduled offences: 
The schedule of the NIA Act specifies a list of offences which are to be investigated and prosecuted by the NIA.  
These include offences under Acts such as the Atomic Energy Act, 1962, and the Unlawful Activities Prevention 
Act, 1967.
                                                                                                          
How does the NIA take up a probe?
• State government refers case: As provided under Section 6 of the Act, State governments can refer the case 

pertaining to the scheduled offences registered at any police station to the Central government (Union Home 
Ministry) for NIA investigation.

• Central government directs the agency: After Assessing the details made available, the Centre can then direct 
the agency to take over the case.
 ◦ State governments are required to extend all assistance to the NIA.

• Outside India: Where the Central government finds that a scheduled offence has been committed at any place 
outside India to which this Act extends, it can also direct the NIA to register the case and take up an investi-
gation.

• Can investigate allied offences: While investigating a scheduled offence, the agency can also investigate any 
other offence that the accused is alleged to have committed if the offence is connected to the scheduled 
offence.

Special Courts:
• The Central Government for the trial of Scheduled Offences, constitutes one or more Special Courts under 

Section 11 and 22 of the NIA Act 2008.
• Composition: Special Court shall be presided over by a judge to be appointed by the Central Government on 

the recommendation of the Chief Justice of the High Court.
• The Central Government may, if required, appoint an additional judge or additional judges to the Special 

Court, on the recommendation of the Chief Justice of the High Court.

Impediments in its operative functioning:
• As most of terror attacks originate outside India, NIA faces hindrance in that regard.
• Due to law and order being state subject, NIA has faced coordination issues with regards to state police.
• Quality manpower is a constant challenge, especially with regards cyber-attack capabilities.
• With regards to tech, it is dependent of foreign imports.
• There are no dedicated officers; the officers are recruited from Central State police, Central armed police 

forces on deputation.
• Lack of coordination mechanism with other specialised agencies like RAW, IB, State police etc. E.g.: Confusion 

during Pathankot attacks
• Lack of experts to deal with the cybercrimes.
• Lack of financial autonomy.

NIA (Amendment) Act 2019:
• It empowers the NIA to probe terror attacks targeting Indians and Indian interests abroad.
• Investigation can also be conducted in other offenses such as human trafficking; circulation of fake currency; 

manufacture and sale of prohibited arms; and cyber-terrorism.
• The law included Section 66-F of the Information Technology Act in the schedule of the NIA Act, which per-

tains to cyber terrorism and prescribes punishment extending to life imprisonment.
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Conclusion:
Dealing with the menace of terrorism would require a comprehensive strategy with involvement of different 
stakeholders, the Government, political parties, security agencies, civil society and media. There is a need for 
National Counter Terrorism Centre. A centrally co-ordained Terrorism Watch Centre, which could also operate as 
a think tank with sufficient inputs from academic and private experts.

GENDER GAP INDEX
Syllabus: vulnerable sections of the society and developments related to them, issues related to the 

development of the social sector

Context: 
India ranks 135 among a total of 146 countries in the Global Gender Gap Index, 2022, released by the World 
Economic Forum. The country is the worst performer in the world in the “health and survival” sub-index in 
which it is ranked 146.
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Global Gender Gap Index
• It benchmarks countries on their progress towards gender parity in four Key dimensions with Sub Metrices.
• Released by World Economic Forum
• On each of the four sub-indices as well as on the overall index the GGG index provides scores between 0 

and 1, where 1 shows full gender parity and 0 is complete imparity.
• It is the longest-standing index, which tracks progress towards closing these gaps over time since its in-

ception in 2006.
• It aims to serve as a compass to track progress on relative gaps between women and men on health, educa-

tion, economy and politics.

India’s Performance: 
• India has approximately 662 million (or 66.2 crore) women. 
• In 2022, India’s overall score has improved from 0.625 (in 2021) to 0.629. 
• India’s (135th) global gender gap score has oscillated between 0.593 and 0.683 since the index was first com-

piled. In 2022, India scored 0.629, which is its seventh-highest score in the last 16 years.
• India ranks poorly among its neighbours and is behind Bangladesh (71), Nepal (96), Sri Lanka (110), Maldives 

(117) and Bhutan (126). 
• Only the performance of Iran (143), Pakistan (145) and Afghanistan (146) was worse than India in South Asia

India’s Performance on different sub-indices

Political Empowerment

This includes metrics such as:
• percentage of women in Parliament
• percentage of women in ministerial positions etc

Of all the sub-indices, this is where India ranks the highest (48th out of 146)

Iceland is ranked 1 with a score of 0. 874 and Bangladesh is ranked 9 with a score of 
0.546.
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Economic Participation 
and Opportunity

This includes metrics such as:
• percentage of women who are part of the labour force
• wage equality for similar work
• earned income etc.

India ranks a lowly 143 out of the 146 countries in contention even though its 
score has improved over 2021 from 0.326 to 0.350.

India’s score is much lower than the global average, and only Iran, Pakistan and 
Afghanistan are behind India on this metric.

Educational Attainment

This sub-index includes metrics such as:
• Literacy rate and the enrolment rates in primary
• Secondary and tertiary education.

Here India ranks 107th out of 146, and its score has marginally worsened since last 
year. In 2021, India was ranked 114 out of 156.

Health and Survival

This includes two metrics:
• the sex ratio at birth (in %)
• healthy life expectancy (in years).

India is ranked last (146) among all the countries.

Its score hasn’t changed from 2021 when it was ranked 155th out of 156 countries.



www.insightsonindia.com 47

Causes for Gender inequality in the country: 
• High gender divide: The gender gap in the country has widened, with only 62.5% of it closed and especially low 

gender parity in political empowerment and economic participation and opportunity.
• Wage gap: Women are paid considerably less than men, with some research showing that the gender pay gap 

between women and men in the same jobs with equivalent qualifications can be as much as 34%.
• Labour force participation: India, as of 2020, has the lowest female labour force participation rate among 

South Asian nations, with four out of five women neither working nor looking for jobs.
• High Job loss: According to Oxfam, 17 million women in India lost their jobs in April 2020, with their unem-

ployment rate rising far higher than that among men.
• Lesser opportunities for women: Women were found to be seven times more likely to lose their jobs during 

the lockdown phases, and if rendered unemployed, were 11 times more likely to remain jobless than their 
male counterparts.

• Uneven domestic responsibility: Potential reasons for this include the increased burden of domestic respon-
sibilities that Indian women typically had to bear, in terms of not just household chores but extra time needed 
for elderly care and children’s studies, with schools shut.

• Even pre-pandemic, a Time Use Survey conducted by the National Sample Survey Office showed that women 
spent nearly 4.5 hours on childcare and other care-giving responsibilities, in contrast with the meagre 0.88 
hours for men.
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Conclusion
Gender equality is a human right which entitles all persons irrespective of their gender to live with dignity and 
with freedom. Gender equality is also a precondition for development and reducing of poverty. Gender shouldn’t 
be an unreasonable determining factor curbing the potential of women.

DIGITAL INDIA
Syllabus: Issues related to the development of the social sector, healthcare, education, human resources etc

Context: 
Recently, seven years since the launch of Digital India (2015), Digital India Week is being celebrated for emphasizing 
the ‘digital-first’ economy.

‘Digital India” programme
Digital India is a programme to transform India into digital empowered society and knowledge economy. The 
Digital India is transformational in nature and would ensure that Government services are available to citizens 
electronically. 
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Pillars of Digital India:
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Digital India Initiatives
• Jan Dhan-Aadhaar-Mobile (JAM) initiative: It provides digital identities to more than a billion Indian citizens.
• Unified Payments Interface (UPI): provides access to the country’s banking system for millions of Indians who 

were earlier excluded from the formal economy.
• DigiLockers – This flagship initiative aims at ‘Digital Empowerment’ of the citizen by providing access to 

authentic digital documents to citizen’s digital document wallet
• E-Hospitals – It is a Hospital Management Information System (HMIS) which is a one-stop solution in connecting 

patients, hospitals and doctors through a single digital platform. 
• Diksha: It stands for Digital Infrastructure for Knowledge Sharing. It serves as National Digital Infrastructure 

for Teachers. 
• eNAM: It was launched on 14th April 2016 as a pan-India electronic trade portal linking Agricultural Produce 

Market Committees (APMCs) across the States.
• eSanjeevani: It is a telemedicine service platform of the Ministry of Health & Family Welfare.
• National Scholarships Portal (NSP): It provides a centralized platform for application and disbursement of 

scholarship to students under any scholarship scheme.
• PRAGATI (Pro-Active Governance and Timely Implementation): robust system for bringing e-transparency 

and e-accountability with real-time presence and exchange among the key stakeholders
• Mobile Seva: It provides government services to the people through mobile phones and tablets.
• Direct Benefit Transfer Scheme: It has been visioned as an aid for simpler and faster flow of information and 

funds to the beneficiaries and to reduce the fraud in the delivery system.

Limitations of Digital India: 
• Digital Divide: The digital divide takes form in rich-poor, male-female, urban-rural etc segments of the pop-

ulation. The gap needs to be narrowed down, then only the benefits of digitization would be utilized equally.
• There are many roadblocks in the way of its successful implementation like digital illiteracy, poor infrastructure, 

low internet speed, lack of coordination among various departments, issues pertaining to taxation These 
challenges need to be addressed in order to realize the full potential of this programme.

• Slow adoption of new technologies. For example, Banking sector most vulnerable to cloning of magnetic strip 
debit/credit cards.

• Piracy: Rampant use of unlicensed and pirated software that are easy targets for malware. E.g.: Saposhi attack 
leading to Denial of Service.

• Import dependence: Majority of electronic devices from cellphones to equipments used in power sector, de-
fense and other critical infrastructure puts India into a vulnerable situation.

• Lack of uniform security protocol and standards used across various electronic devices.
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Way forward
• Creative solutions: There are creative solutions to help bridge network connectivity gaps, and address high 

data costs by offering non-streaming option for school education content, and promoting on-demand learning 
platform for creative and digital professionals.

• Closing the digital educational gap also requires reskilling teachers, and investing more in teamwork and 
communication.

• Local languages: Local content applications will need to be developed in local languages, so that they can be 
understood by local people.

• Public and private partnership in digital technology infrastructure—data storage, data centres and content 
hosting infrastructure—will need to be scaled up to connect people and cities.

• Cost-effective digital solutions: Large-scale and cost-effective digital solutions, such as broadband technolo-
gies, already exist that are appropriate for rural areas.

• Compute capabilities are driving progress in AI. For example, the time to train object detection task like Im-
ageNet to over 90% accuracy has reduced from more than 10 hours to a few seconds, and the cost declined 
from over $2,000 to less than $10 within the span of the last three years.

• Public policy: In order to enable inclusive AI-based growth, public policy should aim to provide broad-based 
access to compute capabilities (GPUs and TPUs) for skilled aspiring scientists across universities across the 
nation.

Conclusion:
A global digital revolution will benefit when all countries collaborate, and not look inwards, or distance themselves 
from each other. Increased global digital cooperation is very important and far greater than global cooperation in 
goods trade, given the intangible nature of digital assets. 

ODISHA TOPS STATE RANKING FOR IMPLEMENTA-
TION OF THE NATIONAL FOOD SECURITY ACT

Syllabus: Issues related to poverty and hunger, schemes for the vulnerable sections of society etc

Context: 
Union Food and Consumer Affairs Minister released the ‘State Ranking Index for NFSA’ 2022 during a conference 
of State Food Ministers on ‘Food and Nutrition Security of India’.

State Ranking Index for NFSA: 
• Released by Central government recently.
• It measures the effectiveness of NFSA: The current version of the Index measures the effectiveness of NFSA 

implementation majorly through operations and initiatives under TPDS (Targeted Public Distribution Sys-
tem).

• Ranking will lead to healthy competition among States under the NFSA, also known as the food law, under 
which the Centre provides highly subsidized foodgrains to nearly 80 crore people.

Key Findings: 
• Odisha is in the first position, followed by Uttar Pradesh and Andhra Pradesh.
• Among the special category States (the Northeastern States, Himalayan States, and the Island States), 

Tripura has obtained the first rank. Himachal Pradesh and Sikkim are in the second and third positions.
• Improvement needed in certain areas: States and Union Territories have to improve their performance in a 

few areas: Exercises and Operationalising functions of State food commissions 



www.insightsonindia.com52

NATIONAL FOOD SECURITY ACT, (NFSA) 2013
Introduction: 
The basic concept of food security globally is to ensure that all people, at all times, should get access to the basic 
food for their active and healthy life and is characterized by availability, access, utilization and stability of food. 

Though the Indian Constitution does not have any explicit provision regarding right to food, the fundamental 
right to life enshrined in Article 21 of the Constitution may be interpreted to include right to live with human 
dignity, which may include the right to food and other basic necessities.

Salient features of the National Food Security Act, 2013
• Coverage and entitlement under Targeted Public Distribution System (TPDS) : Upto 75% of the rural popula-

tion and 50% of the urban population will be covered under TPDS, with uniform entitlement of 5 kg per person 
per month. 

• State-wise coverage: Corresponding to the all-India coverage of 75% and 50% in the rural and urban areas, 
State-wise coverage will be determined by the Central Government.

• Subsidised prices under TPDS and their revision: Food grains under TPDS will be made available at subsidised 
prices of Rs. 3/2/1 per kg for rice, wheat and coarse grains for a period of three years from the date of 
commencement of the Act.

• Identification of Households: Within the coverage under TPDS determined for each State, the work of identi-
fication of eligible households is to be done by States/UTs.

• Nutritional Support to women and children: Children in the age group of 6 months to 14 years and pregnant 
women and lactating mothers will be entitled to meals as per prescribed nutritional norms under Integrated 
Child Development Services (ICDS) and Mid-Day Meal (MDM) schemes.

• Maternity Benefit: Pregnant women and lactating mothers will also be entitled to receive maternity benefit 
of not less than Rs. 6,000.

• Women Empowerment: Eldest woman of the household of age 18 years or above to be the head of the house-
hold for the purpose of issuing of ration cards.

• Grievance Redressal Mechanism: Grievance redressal mechanism at the District and State levels. States will 
have the flexibility to use the existing machinery or set up separate mechanism.
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• Cost of intra-State transportation & handling of foodgrains and FPS Dealers’ margin: Central Government 
will provide assistance to States in meeting the expenditure incurred by them on transportation of foodgrains 
within the State.

• Transparency and Accountability: Provisions have been made for disclosure of records relating to PDS, social 
audits and setting up of Vigilance Committees in order to ensure transparency and accountability.

• Food Security Allowance: Provision for food security allowance to entitled beneficiaries in case of non-supply 
of entitled foodgrains or meals.

• Penalty: Provision for penalty on public servant or authority, to be imposed by the State Food Commission, in 
case of failure to comply with the relief recommended by the District Grievance Redressal Officer.

Challenges to Food Security:
• Climate Change: the increase in the global temperatures and the capricious rainfall makes farming difficult. A 

change in the temperatures not only impacts the crops but the other species which are reared for food such 
as fisheries, livestock, etc.

• Lack of Access: there is a lack of access to remote areas. The tribals and other communities living in remote 
areas do not get the opportunity to avail of the benefits of the schemes implemented for food security due to 
lack of access.

• Over-population: A substantial increase in the population when not accompanied by an increase in agricultur-
al production results in a shortage of food.

• Non-food crops: crops grown for commercial purposes such as biofuels and dyes have reduced the area under 
cultivation for crops.

• Migration from Rural-Urban cities: This causes a problem as it leads to a lot of confusion as to which PDS shop 
to buy the subsidies from.

Way forward to increase the efficiency of NFSA
• Use of Information Technology right from the time of purchase of food grains till its distribution will help in 

increasing the overall efficiency of the entire process, while maintaining transparency and curbing corruption.
• It is imperative that there is a seamless flow of information online between the FCI and States and therefore 

they need to be integrated so that exact information about how much food grain has been procured from 
which mandi, which warehouse it is stored in and for how long and when it has been released for distribution 
can be available.

• Move towards One Nation One Ration Card (RC) which will ensure all beneficiaries especially migrants can 
access PDS across the nation from any PDS shop of their own choice. 

• Expand the coverage of Integrated Management of PDS (IMPDS) to all the states.



www.insightsonindia.com54

Conclusion:
The right to food is a well-established principle of international human rights law. It has evolved to include an 
obligation for state parties to respect, protect, and fulfil their citizens’ right to food security. As a state party 
to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural 
Rights, India has the obligation to ensure the right to be free from hunger and the right to adequate food. 

PROTECTION OF CHILDREN FROM SEXUAL 
OFFENCES ACT (POCSO ACT)

Syllabus: laws to protect vulnerable sections of society, issues related to minorities

Introduction: 
In order to effectively address the heinous crimes of sexual abuse and sexual exploitation of children through less 
ambiguous and more stringent legal provisions, the Ministry of Women and Child Development championed the 
introduction of the Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act, 2012.

The Act has been enacted to protect children from offences of sexual assault, sexual harassment and pornogra-
phy and provide for establishment of Special Courts for trial of such offences and related matters and incidents.

Facts:
• Two out of every three children were physically abused.
• 3.22% children reported having faced one or more forms of sexual abuse.
• Andhra Pradesh, Assam, Bihar and Delhi reported the highest percentage of sexual abuse among both 

boys and girls.
• Every second child reported facing emotional abuse.
• 21.90% child respondents reported facing severe forms of sexual abuse and 50.76% other forms of sexual 

abuse.

Source: Ministry of Women and Child development

Salient features of the Act 
• Gender Neutral: The Act is gender neutral and regards the best interests and welfare of the child as a matter 

of paramount importance at every stage so as to ensure the healthy physical, emotional, intellectual and social 
development of the child.

• Definition of child: The Act defines a child as any person below eighteen years of age, and regards the best 
interests and well-being of the child as being of paramount importance at every stage, to ensure the healthy 
physical, emotional, intellectual and social development of the child.

• Defines different forms of sexual abuse: including penetrative and non-penetrative assault, as well as sexual 
harassment and pornography, and deems a sexual assault to be “aggravated” under certain circumstances. 

• Punishment: People who traffic children for sexual purposes are also punishable under the provisions relating 
to abetment in the Act. The Act prescribes stringent punishment graded as per the gravity of the offence, with 
a maximum term of rigorous imprisonment for life, and fine.

• Defines “child pornography”: as any visual depiction of sexually explicit conduct involving a child which in-
clude photograph, video, digital or computer-generated image indistinguishable from an actual child, and 
image created, adapted, or modified, but appear to depict a child;’
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General principles of the POCSO Act, 2012
There are a few principles which are to be followed while the conduct of the trial under the POCSO Act. These are 
as follows:
• Right to be treated with dignity- Various provisions under the POCSO Act reflect that it is very crucial to treat 

a child with dignity and utmost compassion 
• Right to life and survival- Right to life is a fundamental right provided by Article 21 of the Indian Constitution. 

It is essential that a child should be protected from the evils of society and could be brought up in a secure 
environment.

• Right against discrimination- This is also a crucial fundamental right and an additional duty under the Indian 
Constitution. A child should not be discriminated against on the basis of sex, religion, culture, etc and the 
investigative and court procedures should be just and fair. 

• Right to preventive measures- Children being immature in their growing stages, should be well trained so that 
they become capable of preventing abuses against them thereby differentiating between what is right and 
what is wrong.

• Right to be informed- A child should be informed of the legal procedures that are being carried out for the 
conviction of the accused.

• Right to privacy- The main objective behind provisions like Section 23 is to protect the right to privacy of a 
child against whom any offence under the POCSO Act has been committed so as to maintain the confidential-
ity of the proceedings for the best interests of the child victim. 

The Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Rules, 2020
To make the punishment for child abuse has been made more stringent, the government has notified the Protec-
tion of Children from Sexual Offences Rules, 2020 which enables the implementation of recent amendments to 
the Act
• Mandatory police verification: The new rules include the provision of mandatory police verification of staff in 

schools and care homes, procedures to report sexual abuse material (pornography), imparting age-appropriate 
child rights education among others.

• Reporting to Special Juvenile Police Unit: For a crackdown on child pornography, any person who has received 
any pornographic material involving a child or any information regarding such pornographic material shall re-
port the contents to the Special Juvenile Police Unit (SJPU) or police, or the cybercrime portal.

• Child protection policy: Under the rules, the State Governments have been asked to formulate a child 
protection policy based on the principle of zero-tolerance to violence against children, which shall be adopted 
by all institutions, organizations, or any other agency working with or coming in contact with children.

• Periodic training: The Central Government and every State Government shall provide periodic training 
including orientation programmes, sensitization workshops and refresher courses to all persons coming in 
contact with the children, to sensitize them about child safety and protection.
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• Age-appropriate curriculum: The Centre and State Governments have been asked to prepare age-appropriate 
educational material and curriculum for children, informing them about various aspects of personal safety, 
including measures to protect their physical and virtual identity and to safeguard their emotional and mental 
wellbeing, prevention and protection from sexual offences and reporting mechanisms.

• Orientation programme: According to rules, orientation programme and intensive courses may also be 
organized for police personnel and forensic experts for building their capacities in their respective roles on a 
regular basis.

• Background check: Any institution housing children or coming in regular contact with children, including 
schools, crèches, sports academies or any other facility for children must ensure a police verification and 
background check on a periodic basis of every staff.

Conclusion
At the very least, the Union government must frame guidelines to direct effective and purposeful prosecution in 
cases which are not covered by the POCSO. With growing international jurisprudence around these issues, and in 
line with the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, India must revise its legal and procedural methods related 
to POCSO Act.
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General Studies-III
BANK NATIONALISATION

Syllabus: Indian Economy and issues relating to planning, mobilization, of resources, growth, 
development and employment.

Context: 
53rd anniversary of Prime Minister Indira Gandhi nationalising 14 banks. The government will bring legislative 
changes in the current session of Parliament to enable it to privatise PSBs (denationalization of Banks).

Background: 
• On July 19, 1969, Indira Gandhi who was both Prime Minister and Finance Minister at that time decided to 

nationalize 14 largest private banks of the country. 
• The reason for nationalizing banks was to sync the banking sector with the goals of socialism adopted by the 

Indian government after independence.

Factors and reasons that led to nationalisation of banks
• Lesser lending to rural areas: Even though the banks lent credit, the disbursal to the rural areas and small-

scale borrowers was far less as compared to the industry despite the Banking Regulation Act, 1949.
• Agriculture credit neglected: The loans by commercial banks to industry nearly doubled between 1951-1968 

from 34 to 68 per cent, even as the agriculture received less than 2 per cent. The government of the time 
believed that the banks failed to support its socio-economic objectives and hence, it should increase its 
control over them.

• Expansion of banking: The idea was to ensure reach of bank to unserved and underserved areas, especially 
remote hinterland. This would result in formalising the economy to an extent.

• Mobilization of savings: Nationalisation aimed at mobilizing the savings of the people to the largest possible 
extent and to utilize them for productive purposes.

• Economic and Political reasons: Bank nationalization was one of Indira Gandhi’s responses to the economic 
and political challenges of the time. For example, there were two wars—with China in 1962 and Pakistan in 
1965—that put immense pressure on public finances.

•  Regional imbalance: The main objective was to Reduce regional imbalance and increase Priority Sector Lend-
ing.
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Positive Impacts of Bank Nationalisation: 
• Higher penetration of banking in rural areas and underdeveloped sectors: from just 8,262 bank branches 

(1969) the number rose to 30,303 in 1979.
• Priority-sector lending: setting aside 40% of banks’ net bank credit for agriculture, micro and small enterpris-

es, education, housing, and “weaker” sections.
• Domestic saving: The rates of domestic savings and investment increased rapidly from 10% in the 1950s to 

20% by the 1980s.
• Removed monopoly of the private sector in some sectors such as coal: After the nationalization of the coal 

industry in India, India never witnessed a demand-supply gap until 1991
• Investment in Government Securities: There has been a significant increase in the investment of the banks in 

government and other approved securities in recent years.
• The Balance of payment situation improved considerably after nationalization as the green revolution led 

to a reduction in food and other imports. By 1978-79, foreign exchange reserve had risen to about a peak 
of $7.3bn.

• Soared employment opportunities: The huge expansion of PSUs created job opportunities, giving employment 
to a vast number of educated youths in the country.

• Improve in bank efficiency: Due to the nationalization of banks, the efficiency of the banking system in India 
improved. This also boosted the confidence of the public in banks.

• Small scale industries boost: The sectors that were lagging behind like small-scale industries and agriculture 
got a boost. This led to an increase in funds and thus increases in the economic growth of India.

• Green Revolution: This is one of the main reasons for India’s growth process, particularly in the green revolu-
tion. It led to increased food security in India, reducing dependence on food grain imports.

Negative impact of nationalisation of banks
• Bad loans: After nationalization, some banks were operating under losses. This is because banks advance loan 

without adequate security. The recovery of loan was poor which led to losses.
• Inefficiency: Due to the nationalisation of banks, there was a bureaucratic attitude in the banking sector. There 

was no responsibility, accountability or incentive for it to progress within the public sector banks. Unwarrant-
ed delays were the new norm within these banks.

• Long-term risks: Though liberal credit is necessary for the development of rural India; it had also created 
harmful effects on the stability of the banking sector. The nationalised banks are now facing the problems of 
overdue loans and the establishment of economically unviable branches.
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• Political Interference: Another limitation of nationalized commercial banks was increasing the political inter-
ference in granting loans, appointment of banks personnel, opening of new branches etc.

• Inadequate Facilities: Nationalized commercial banks have failed to provide adequate facilities and services to 
population living in rural and sub urban area. Banks failed to mobilize rural deposit.

Conclusion
Bank nationalization was the pivot of a broader political economy strategy followed in the 1970s—a decade 
when economic growth barely outpaced population growth and average incomes stagnated. It was a lost decade 
for India. There is no doubt that exogenous shocks, such as rising energy prices or failed monsoons, played a part 
in the stagnation, but economic policy also hurt. Bank nationalization succeeded in specific areas such as financial 
deepening because of the rapid spread of branches, but it now needs a rethink.

GST (GOODS AND SERVICE TAX)
Syllabus: Indian Economy and issues relating to Planning, Mobilization of Resources, Growth, 

Development and Employment.

Context: 
July 1 marks the completion of five years since the Goods and Services Tax (GST) was introduced in our country. 
It was first discussed in the report of the Kelkar Task Force on indirect taxes in 2003 and was long in the making.

About Goods and Services Tax (GST): 
• GST was introduced through the 101st Constitution Amendment Act, 2016.
• It is the biggest indirect tax reform in the country.
• It was introduced on the pretext of ‘One Nation One Tax’.
• It has subsumed indirect taxes like excise duty, Value Added Tax (VAT), service tax, luxury tax
• It is levied at the final consumption point and is essentially a consumption tax.
• It has led to a common national market as it helped mitigate the double taxation, cascading effect of taxes, 

multiplicity of taxes, classification issues etc.
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Achievements of GST:
• Wider tax base: Over 63.9 lakh taxpayers migrated into the GST in July 2017. This number has more than dou-

bled to over 1.38 crore taxpayers as of June 2022.
• Generation of e-way bill: Over 53 lakh taxpayers and 67,000 transporters are enrolled on the e-way portal, 

generating, on average, 7.81 crore e-way bills per month. Since the launch of the system, a total of 292 crore 
e-way bills have been generated of which 42 per cent are for the inter-state transport of goods.

• Increase in average collection: The average monthly collections have increased from Rs 1.04 lakh crore in 
2020-21 to Rs 1.24 lakh crore in 2021-22. In the first two months of this year, the average collections are Rs 
1.55 lakh crore.

• Removal of tax arbitration: GST has eliminated the tax arbitrage that existed among the states under the CST/
VAT regime.

• Increase in logistic supply chain: With no such arbitrage under the IGST and with the e-way bills, the logistics 
supply chain efficiencies have increased manifold.

• Decrease in tax rate: In the pre-GST regime, on most items, the combined Centre and states rates were more 
than 31 per cent. However, under the GST, the rates of over 400 goods and 80 services have been reduced.

• Special attention to MSMEs: Special attention has been paid to the needs of the micro, small and medium 
enterprises (MSMEs), their tax and compliance burden be kept low.

• Introduction of GSTN: The creation of GSTN, a professionally managed technology company to run the plat-
form was a step in the right direction. Constant review and upgrading of hardware and software capacities 
have helped in keeping the system nimble.

• Automated IGST: The system of automated IGST refunds by customs and refund of accumulated input tax 
credit (ITC) to exporters by the GST authorities has made the neutralization of input taxes on export goods and 
services seamless and hassle-free.

Various issues with respect to goods and services tax (GST) regime
• Input Tax Credit (ITC) is an area which has certain limitations that need to be addressed. The GST regime 

sought to have a seamless flow of ITC, however, conditions for availing ITC being stringent, many taxpayers 
lost out on ITC. Also, taxpayers lose their ITC due to non-reporting or mistakes by their suppliers.

• Compliance issues: taxpayers are also complaining about the imposing an arbitrary monetary limit on availing 
input tax credit through Rule 36(4) and mandating that a certain percentage of GST has to be paid in cash. 
These laws are making life difficult for even the most honest taxpayers.

• Difficulty in tax administration: Goes against the canons of taxation. A modern tax system should be fair, 
uncomplicated, transparent and easy to administer. It must yield revenues sufficient to cover the cost of 
government services and public goods.

• Complicated taxation structure: A World Bank study published in May 2018 said that the Indian GST rate was 
the second highest among the 115 countries with a national value-added tax. It was also the most complicat-
ed, with five main tax rates, several exemptions, a cess and a special rate for gold. 

• High compliance costs: are also arising because the prevalence of multiple tax rates implies a need to classify 
inputs and outputs based on the applicable tax rate. Along with the need to apply the correct rate, firms are 
required to match invoices between their outputs and inputs to be eligible for full input tax credit, which 
increases compliance costs further.

• Tax-Sharing issues: alleged deviation in the way GST revenue is shared with states. To determine how 
integrated GST is to be split up, the report notes, the government has followed a formula prescribed by the 
Finance Commission, though it should have gone by the Constitution and Integrated GST Act.

• GST Council meetings: the meetings of the GST Council are not as frequent as they were earlier, if the recent 
incidents are anything to go by, and it often end up with disagreement, fight and strong letters and statements. 
States have also accused the Centre of cornering a substantial portion of tax in forms of cess.

Way Forward
• A Reformed Approach toward States: The Centre could strive to be more conciliatory towards States’ con-

cerns and fiscal dilemmas.
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• Minimize trust deficits: The GST Council should also meet more often to nurture the critical fiscal federalism 
dialogue in the right direction and minimize trust deficits.

• Structural Reforms: There are many pending reforms that require the Centre to work more cohesively with 
States to take India’s economy forward and lift those left behind – land, labour markets as well as the agrarian 
sector.

• Cooperation between the Centre and states:  required at both vertical (between Centre and states) and hor-
izontal (among states) levels and on various fronts like welfare measures, administrative reforms, strategic 
decisions, etc.

• The structure of GST requires significant reforms:  Notably, almost 50% of the consumption items included in 
the consumer price index are in the exemption list.

• Reforms in GST Council: The Council should transcend political rivalries of the day.
• The States should have the right to dissent in the Council and their voice should not be drowned in the pursuit 

of unanimity in decision-making.

NON-PERFORMING ASSET (NPA)
Syllabus: Indian Economy and issues relating to Planning, Mobilization of Resources, Growth, Develop-

ment and Employment.

Introduction: 
NPA refers to a classification for loans or advances that are in default or are in arrears on scheduled payments of 
principal or interest. In most cases, debt is classified as non-performing, when the loan payments have not been 
made for a minimum period of 90 days.

Gross non-performing assets: 
Gross non-performing assets are the sum of all the loans that have been defaulted by the individuals who have 
acquired loans from the financial institution.

Net non-performing assets:
Net non-performing assets are the amount that is realized after provision amount has been deducted from the 
gross non-performing assets.

Facts: 
• Scheduled commercial banks (SCBs) were carrying NPAs worth Rs 8.96 lakh crore on their balance sheet at 

the end of March 2020.
• Non-performing assets (NPAs) or bad loans of banks have declined by Rs 61,180 crore to Rs 34 lakh crore at 

the end of March 31, 2021.
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Reasons behind the rise of Non-Performing Assets:

Impact of NPAs:
• Negative impact to economy: Stress in the banking sector causes less money available to fund other projects, 

therefore, negatively impacting the larger national economy.
• Higher introductory rates: Higher interest rates by the banks to maintain the profit margin.
• Redirecting of funds: Redirecting funds from the good projects to the bad ones.
• Less money dividends to government: In the case of public sector banks, the bad health of banks means a bad 

return for a shareholder which means that the government of India gets less money as a dividend.
• Balance sheet syndrome: It is of Indian characteristics that both the banks and the corporate sector have 

stressed balance sheets and cause halting of the investment-led development process.
• Litigations: NPAs related cases add more pressure to already pending cases with the judiciary.

Steps taken to Tackle NPA: 
• ARFAESI Act, 2002: The Act empowers Banks/ Financial Institutions to recover their NPAs without the inter-

vention of the court, through acquiring and disposing secured assets without the intervention of the court in 
case of outstanding amounts greater than 1 lakh.

• Asset Quality Review: RBI has also initiated an Asset Quality Review (AQR) which mandates the banks to re-
port actual NPAs in their balance sheets.

• Insolvency and Bankruptcy code Act, 2016: It provides a time-bound process for resolving insolvency 
in companies and among individuals.

• Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (IBC): The Government implemented the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code 
(IBC) to consolidate all laws related to insolvency and bankruptcy and to tackle Non-Performing Assets (NPA), 
a problem that has been pulling the Indian economy down for years.

• Fugitive Economic Offenders Act, 2018: enacted for effective action against wilful defaulters fleeing Indian 
jurisdiction.

•  Asset Management Company (AMC):  The bad bank is an ARC or an Asset Management Company (AMC) that 
takes over the bad loans of commercial banks, manages them and finally recovers the money over a period of 
time.
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• National Asset Reconstruction Company Ltd (NARCL): It will be a five-year guarantee for the National Asset 
Reconstruction Company Limited (NARCL)-issued security receipts to banks. Under the proposed mechanism, 
the NARCL will acquire assets by making an offer to the lead bank.

Way Forward: 
• Due diligence and caution: Over time, bad loans lead to higher NPAs. So, banks have to exercise due diligence 

and caution while offering funds.
• Rotation of employees: The fast rotation of employees of a bank’s loan department is very important.
• Internal rating agency: Public sector banks should set up an internal rating agency for rigorous evaluation of 

large projects before sanctioning loans.
• Effective management information system (MIS): There is a need to implement an effective Management 

Information System (MIS) to monitor early warning signals about business projects.
• Evaluating CIBIL score: The CIBIL score of the borrower (formerly the Credit Information Bureau India Limited) 

should be evaluated by the bank concerned and RBI officials.
• Use of AI: Financial fraud can be reduced to a great extent by the use of artificial intelligence (AI) to monitor 

financial transactions.
• Improve in loan recovery process: Rather than having to continuously write off the bad loans of large cor-

porations, India has to improve its loan recovery processes and establish an early warning system in the post 
disbursement phase.

Conclusion:
With the potential solutions above, the problem of NPAs in Indian banks can be effectively monitored and con-
trolled, thus enabling the banks to achieve a clean balance sheet.

UNEMPLOYMENT IN INDIA
Syllabus: Indian Economy and issues relating to planning, mobilisation of resources, growth, 

development and employment.

Definition: 
According to the OECD (Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development), is people above a specified 
age not being in paid employment or self-employment but currently available for work during the reference 
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period.

National Sample Survey Organization (NSSO) defines employment and unemployment on the following activity 
statuses of an individual:
• Working (engaged in an economic activity) i.e., ‘Employed’.
• Seeking or available for work i.e., ‘Unemployed’.
• Neither seeking nor available for work.
• The first two constitute the labour force and unemployment rate is the percent of the labour force that is 

without work.

Unemployment rate = (Unemployed Workers / Total labour force) × 100

Facts: 
• Unemployment rate was the highest in Haryana at 34.5 per cent followed by Rajasthan at 28.8 per cent, 

Bihar 21.1 per cent and Jammu and Kashmir 15.6 per cent.
• Women face a much higher unemployment rate of 17 per cent compared to 6 per cent for men.

Types of Unemployment in India:

Causes of Unemployment in India:
• Social Factors: In India the caste system is prevalent. The work is prohibited for specific castes in some areas. 

In big joint families having big business, many such persons will be available who do not do any work and de-
pend on the joint income of the family.

• Rapid Growth of Population: Constant increase in population has been a big problem in India. It is one of the 
main causes of unemployment.

• Dominance of Agriculture: Still in India nearly half of the workforce is dependent on Agriculture. However, 
Agriculture is underdeveloped in India. Also, it provides seasonal employment.

• Fall of Cottage and Small industries: The industrial development had adverse effects on cottage and small 
industries. The production of cottage industries began to fall and many artisans became unemployed.

• Immobility of Labour: Mobility of labour in India is low. Due to attachment to the family, people do not go to 
far off areas for jobs. Factors like language, religion, and climate are also responsible for low mobility.

• Defects in Education System: Jobs in the capitalist world have become highly specialized but India’s education 
system does not provide the right training and specialization needed for these jobs. Thus, many people who 
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are willing to work become unemployed due to lack of skills.
• Lack of skills: There has been a push towards providing the employment opportunities to the people by 

government by skilling them. But skill deficit still is a big issue.
• Poor Industrialisation: The industrial sector in India still lags behind. Agriculture still remains as the biggest 

employer in the country.
• Rush for government jobs: Many educated youths run behind government jobs due to job profile and security. 

This led to many remain unemployed due to students preparing for government jobs.

Steps taken by government in recent times: 
• Dedicated Shram Suvidha Portal: That would allot Labor Identification Number (LIN) to units and allow them 

to file online compliance for 16 out of 44 labor laws.
• Random Inspection Scheme: To eliminate human discretion in selection of units for Inspection, and uploading 

of Inspection Reports within 72 hours of inspection mandatory.
• Universal Account Number: Enables 4.17 crore employees to have their Provident Fund account portable, 

hassle-free and universally accessible.
• Apprentice Protsahan Yojana: Government will support manufacturing units mainly and other establishments 

by reimbursing 50% of the stipend paid to apprentices during first two years of their training.
• Revamped Rashtriya Swasthya Bima Yojana: Introducing a Smart Card for the workers in the unorganized 

sector seeded with details of two more social security schemes.
• The National Career Service is being implemented as a mission mode project to provide various job-related 

services information on skills development courses, internships etc

Way Forward: 
• Use of Labour-intensive Technology: Both the organised and un-organised sectors must adopt labour-inten-

sive technology if sufficient employment opportunities are to be generated in both the rural and urban sectors 
of the economy.

• Diversification of Agriculture: There is an urgent need for a relative shift from growing of crops to horticul-
ture, vegetable production, floriculture, animal husbandry, fisheries etc. which are more labour absorbing and 
higher income-yielding.

• Education, Health and Employment Generation: The expansion of education and health care not only pro-
motes accumulation of human capital and thereby contributes to growth of output, it will also generate a 
good deal of employment opportunities

• Development of the rural areas: This will help mitigate the migration of the rural people to the urban areas 
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thus decreasing the pressure on the urban area jobs
• Decentralised Development: It has been observed that unemployment is especially concentrated in certain 

regions. In order to overcome this geographical disparity, the government could incentivize firms to set up 
operations in these areas by giving tax breaks.

• Urban MGNREGA needed: India needs to formulate an urban national job guarantee scheme on the lines of 
the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme (MGNREGS) to help people recover from 
massive job and income loss following the coronavirus outbreak, a parliamentary standing committee has 
recommended to the Union government

• Basic needs of the bottom population: Government needs to take better direct care of basic wellbeing, hu-
man development and human resource development, and the basic infrastructure of the bottom population 
without privatization in these areas.

• Standard employment quality: The Government must ensure that the employment generated under its plan 
will be of a standard quality.

Conclusion: 
The low level of economic growth in primary sector curtailed the job opportunities at rural level. Thus, it result-
ed in jobless growth. Further, rapid population growth adds more labour force to the market. More population 
means more consumption and less saving, less saving implies less capital formation and less production which 
finally leads to less employment. Thus, a collaborative effort is needed by government and industry to nudge an 
inclusive growth by supporting new sectors.

TELECOM SECTOR IN INDIA
Syllabus: Indian Economy and issues relating to planning, mobilization, of resources, growth, development and 

employment.

Context: 
Given emerging technologies such as 5G, IoT, etc., the Ministry of Communication has underscored the need to 
have a legal framework for these technologies.

Telecom Sector in India
Currently, India is the world’s second-largest telecommunications market with a subscriber base of 1.16 billion 
and has registered strong growth in the last decade. 

Facts: 

• Gross revenue of the telecom sector stood at Rs. 64,801 crore (US$ 8.74 billion) in the first quarter of FY22.
• FDI inflow in the telecom sector stood at US$ 38.25 billion between April 2000-December 2021.
• India had over 500 million active internet users (accessed Internet in the last one month) as of May 2020.
• In Union Budget 2022-23 the Department of Telecommunications was allocated Rs. 84,587 crore (US$ 11.11 

billion) 
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ADVANTAGE INDIA

Evolution Of Telecom Industry in India
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Achievements in Telecommunication sector 
• Department of Telecommunication launched ‘Tarang Sanchar’ - a web portal sharing information on mo-

bile towers and EMF Emission Compliances.
• Payments on unified payments interface (UPI) hit an all-time high of 3.65 billion (by volume), with trans-

actions worth ~Rs. 6.54 trillion (US$ 87.11 billion) in September 2021.
• Over 75% increase in internet coverage from 251 million users to 446 million.

Challenges facing Indian telecom sector are:
• Financial Health of the Sector: Gross revenue has dropped by 15% to 20% for the year 2017-18 over the 

preceding year for the incumbents and overall sector revenue has dropped. Also, there is drop in voice and 
data revenue per user

• Limited Spectrum Availability: Available spectrum is less than 40% as compared to European nations and 50% 
as compared to China. Hence, it is imperative that spectrum auctioning at sustainable prices is the need of the 
hour. Also, government auction spectrum at an exorbitant cost which makes it difficult for mobile operators to 
provide services at reasonable speeds.

• High competition and tariff war: Competition heating up post entry of Reliance Jio. Other telecom players 
have to drop-in tariff rates both for voice and data

• Lack of Telecom Infrastructure in Semi-rural and Rural areas: Service providers have to incur huge initial fixed 
cost to enter semi-rural and rural areas. Key reasons behind these costs are lack of basic infrastructure like 
power and roads, resulting in delays in rolling out the infrastructure.

• Poor fixed line penetration: India has very little penetration of fixed line in its network whereas, most of the 
developed countries have a very high penetration of fixed lines

• High Right-of-Way (ROW) cost: Sometimes, states governments charge a huge amount for permitting the 
laying of fiber etc.

• Lack of trained personnel to operate and maintain the cellular infrastructure.
• Delays in Roll out of Innovative Products and Services: Substantial delays in roll out of data-based products 

and services are hampering the progress of telecom sectors. This is primarily due to the non-conducive 
environment resulting out of government policies and regulations.

• Low Broad Band Penetration: Low broadband penetration in the country is a matter of concern and the 
government needs to do a lot more work in the field to go up in the global ladder.

• Over the top services: Over the Top (OTT) applications such as WhatsApp, OLA, Viber and so on do not need 
permission or a pact with a telecommunications company. This hampers the revenue of telecommunication 
service provider.

• License fee: The license fee of eight per cent of the Adjusted Gross Revenue including five per cent as Universal 
Service Levy (USL) is one of the highest in the world.
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Recent following reforms taken to alleviate the problems of the telecom sector

Structural Reforms

• Rationalization of Adjusted Gross Revenue:  Non-telecom revenue will be excluded 
on prospective basis from the definition of AGR.

• Bank Guarantees (BGs) rationalized: Huge reduction in BG requirements (80%) 
against License Fee (LF) and other similar Levies. 

• Interest rates rationalized/ Penalties removed: From 1st October, 2021, Delayed 
payments of License Fee (LF)/Spectrum Usage Charge (SUC) will attract interest rate 
of SBI’s MCLR plus 2% instead of MCLR plus 4%.

• For Auctions held henceforth, no BGs will be required to secure instalment pay-
ments. Industry has matured and the past practice of BG is no longer required. 

• Spectrum Tenure: In future Auctions, tenure of spectrum increased from 20 to 30 
years.

• Surrender of spectrum will be permitted after 10 years for spectrum acquired in the 
future auctions.

• No Spectrum Usage Charge (SUC) for spectrum acquired in future spectrum auc-
tions.

• Spectrum sharing encouraged- additional SUC of 0.5% for spectrum sharing re-
moved.

• To encourage investment, 100% Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) under automatic 
route permitted in Telecom Sector. All safeguards will apply.

Procedural Reforms

• Auction calendar fixed - Spectrum auctions to be normally held in the last quarter of 
every financial year.

• Ease of doing business promoted - cumbersome requirement of licenses under 1953 
Customs Notification for wireless equipment removed. Replaced with self-declara-
tion.

• Know Your Customers (KYC) reforms: Self-KYC (App based) permitted. E-KYC rate 
revised to only One Rupee. Shifting from Prepaid to Post-paid and vice-versa will not 
require fresh KYC.

• Paper Customer Acquisition Forms (CAF) will be replaced by digital storage of data. 
• SACFA clearance for telecom towers eased. DOT will accept data on a portal based 

on self-declaration basis. 
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Significance of Reforms: 
• Investment & Employment: This will pave the way for large-scale investments in the telecom sector. Invest-

ment means employment - more the investment, more the employment.
• Healthy Competition: It is a welcome step towards strengthening the industry and ensuring survival of players 

to maintain healthy competition for the benefit of the customers. 
• Cash Flow & Relief: These measures are expected to ease the cash flow issues being faced by some players in 

the industry and provide relief to companies such as Vodafone Idea that have to pay thousands of crores of 
rupees in unprovisioned past statutory dues.

• Reducing NPAs: The telecom package comes as a relief to the banks as it mitigates the imminent possibility 
of default by vulnerable operators. This would help in stabilising and reducing the non-performing assets in 
the sector.

• Increased Repayments: The steps announced by the government will help the companies conserve cash and 
it will significantly improve the probability of repayment at least for the next 3-4 years.

Way forward: 
• Infrastructure Sharing: Since telecom business is heavy on capex and as much as 40%– 60% of the Capex is uti-

lized for setting up and managing the Telecom infrastructure. By sharing infrastructure, operators can optimize 
their capex, and focus on providing new and innovative services to their subscribers.

• Availability of Affordable Smart Phones and Lower Tariff Rates: This would increase tele penetration in rural 
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areas.
• Curb on predatory pricing: government should fix a minimum price to save the industry from price war
• Lower License fee: The license fee of eight per cent of the Adjusted Gross Revenue including five per cent as 

Universal Service Levy (USL) is one of the highest in the world.
• Reduce reserve price for spectrum auction: Reasonable reserve prices for the market mechanisms induce 

“truthful bidding”, and not leading to “winners’ curse” as witnessed in some of the previous auctions.
• Increase the network area: The government should increase the network area through optical fibre instead of 

copper which is expensive. This is necessary to ensure last mile connectivity.
• Research and Development: The government should spend large on R&D and create an environment that 

makes India capable of manufacturing and even exporting hardware components like mobile handsets, CCTV 
Cameras, touch screen monitors etc.

Conclusion:
The Telecom industry is growing at a rapid pace in India. India is witnessing significant growth in terms of mobile 
subscriptions. It has contributed significantly to the economic growth of India. Over the last decades, the Indian 
telecom sector has undergone a complete transformation. As in the future, one thing is for sure that the telecom 
sector will play a pivotal role in the Indian economy.

E-COMMERCE INDUSTRY IN INDIA
Syllabus: Indian Economy and issues relating to planning, mobilization of resources, growth, 

development and employment. 

Introduction: 
E-commerce has transformed how business is done in India. Driven by digitization and internet penetration, the 
industry has created immense opportunities and convenience for consumers and sellers alike. The industry has 
shown steadfast growth, and is expected to grow from 4% in 2020 to 8% by 2025.

Facts: 
• In 2022, the Indian e-commerce market is predicted to increase by 21.5%, reaching US$ 74.8 billion.
• According to Grant Thornton, e-commerce in India is expected to be worth US$ 188 billion by 2025.
• After China and the US, India had the third-largest online shopper base of 150 million in FY21 and is ex-

pected to be 350 million by FY26.



www.insightsonindia.com72

Key drivers of E-commerce in India
• Large percentage of population subscribed to broadband Internet, rapidly increasing 3G
• internet users, and a recent introduction of 4G across the country.
• Explosive growth of Smartphone users.
• Rising standards of living as result of fast decline in poverty rate.
• Availability of much wider product range.
• Competitive prices compared attractive to the customers.
• Increased usage of online classified sites, with more consumers buying and selling second-hand goods.

Significance of E-commerce entities to India
• Increase Competitiveness of Indian goods: They offer discounted prices to small sellers for their raw material 

and lower their cost of production.
• Increase Exports: These platforms have increased the reach of small businesses nationwide and even helped 

them address export markets.
• Efficient service delivery: For customers, they have made product returns hassle-free and improved product 

quality and variety.
• Improved Logistics: They have revolutionized the country’s logistics industry and supply chains.
• Employment Generation: Their contribution to employment generation is now significant.
• Increased Disbursal income for poor households: The lower prices that e-commerce companies offer is an 

indirect real income increase, especially for our relatively low-income households.

Challenges in the e-commerce: 
• In India, Cash on delivery is the preferred payment mode: In India, most of the people prefer to pay cash on 

delivery due to the low credit card diffusion and low trust in online transactions. Not like electronic payments, 
manual cash collection is quite perilous, expensive and laborious.

• Infrastructural Problems: Internet is the backbone of e-commerce. Internet penetration in India is still very 
low (34.8%) compared to other countries. 

• Absence of Cyber Laws: Other big challenge associated with e-commerce market is the near absence of cyber 
laws to regulate transactions on the Net.

• Privacy and Security Concern: In case of start-up and small business, Business owners fail to take the initial 
steps to secure and protect their online business through installation of authentic protection services like an-
tivirus and firewall protection, which indeed a crucial step for successful online business players.

• Payment and Tax Related Issues: Tax rate system of Indian market is another factor for lesser growth rate of 
e-commerce in India in comparison to other developed countries like USA and UK.

• Shipping Challenges: Issues related to lack of supply chain integration, high delivery charges for products, de-
lay in delivery and lack of proper courier services in some areas also make customers frustrated.

• Customer Service: E- Marketers focuses on the website performance ignoring customer relationship and 
in-personal assistance

GOVERNMENT INITIATIVES:
• Government e-Marketplace (GeM) portal: common user goods and services can be procured. GeM is dynamic, 

self-sustaining and user-friendly portal for making procurement by Government officers.
• National Retail Policy: The government had identified five areas in its proposed national retail policy- stating 

that offline retail and e-commerce need to be administered in an integral manner.
• The Consumer Protection (e-commerce) Rules 2020: notified by the Consumer Affairs Ministry - directed 

e-commerce companies to display the country of origin alongside the product listings. 
• Digital India: Under the Digital India movement, Government launched various initiatives like Umang, Start-up 

India Portal, Bharat Interface for Money (BHIM) etc. to boost digitisation.
• FDI in E-commerce: In order to increase the participation of foreign players in E-commerce, Indian Govern-

ment hiked the limit of FDI in E-commerce marketplace model to up to 100% (in B2B models).
• 5G Network: Heavy investment made by the Government in rolling out fiber network for 5G will help boost 
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E-commerce in India.

Recommendations by Parliamentary Standing Committee Report on E-commerce
Recent report of the committee “Promotion and Regulation of E-commerce in India”
• Formulate a policy which clearly defines marketplace and inventory-based models of e-commerce.
• Gatekeeper entities: Certain e-commerce platforms need greater scrutiny (as is applicable in other countries): 

It recommends India should select “gatekeeper” platforms of a specific scale that require more stringent su-
pervision.

• Mandatory registration of e-commerce companies with DPIIT
• Create Digital Market Division to overcome regulatory gaps
• Implement the Personal Data protection bill (2019)
• DPIIT should address issues such as maintaining a level playing field between small businesses and e-com-

merce giants and provide technical support to small and local businesses.
• Obligations put on e-commerce entities through Consumer Protection (E-Commerce) Rules, 2020(such as 

the appointment of the chief compliance officer, and setting up a grievance redressal mechanism) should be 
applicable to those entities above a certain threshold.

Conclusion: 
E-commerce is a dynamic and intricate market and our laws need to not only keep pace with the ever-changing 
dynamics but also provide for eventualities in the near future to prevent modern forms of unfair trade and 
unethical business practices and provide for larger accountability.

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT (EIA)
Syllabus: Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental impact assessment.

Context:
The Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change has notified amendment to the Environment Impact 
Assessment (EIA) Rules.

Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA): 
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) is a tool used to identify the environmental, social and economic impacts 
of a project prior to decision-making. Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) is a process of evaluating the likely 
environmental impacts of a proposed project or development, taking into account inter-related socio-economic, 
cultural and human-health impacts, both beneficial and adverse.
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Procedure of EIA: 
EIA involves the steps mentioned below. However, the EIA process is cyclical with interaction between the various 
steps.
• Screening: The project plan is screened for scale of investment, location and type of development and if the 

project needs statutory clearance.
• Scoping: The project’s potential impacts, zone of impacts, mitigation possibilities and need for monitoring.
• Collection of baseline data: Baseline data is the environmental status of study area.
• Impact prediction: Positive and negative, reversible and irreversible and temporary and permanent impacts 

need to be predicted which presupposes a good understanding of the project by the assessment agency.
• Mitigation measures and EIA report: The EIA report should include the actions and steps for preventing, mini-

mizing or by passing the impacts or else the level of compensation for probable environmental damage or loss.
• Public hearing: On completion of the EIA report, public and environmental groups living close to project site 

may be informed and consulted.
• Decision making: Impact Assessment Authority along with the experts consult the project-in-charge along 

with consultant to take the final decision, keeping in mind EIA and EMP (Environment Management Plan).
• Monitoring and implementation of environmental management plan: The various phases of implementation 

of the project are monitored.
• Assessment of Alternatives, Delineation of Mitigation Measures and Environmental Impact Assessment Re-

port: For every project, possible alternatives should be identified, and environmental attributes compared. 
Alternatives should cover both project location and process technologies.

• Risk assessment: Inventory analysis and hazard probability and index also form part of EIA procedures.

Changes Notified:
The Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change has notified amendment to the Environment Impact 
Assessment (EIA) Rules
• Exempted highway projects of strategic and defence importance: Any project which is 100 km from the Line 

of Control, among other locations, will be exempted from an environmental clearance before construction.
• Impact: It will do away with the need for green clearance for the construction of the controversial Char Dham 
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project, (connectivity to Kedarnath, Badrinath, Yamunotri, and Gangotri shrines)
• Exemption to the thermal power plant: Thermal power plants up to 15 MW based on biomass or non-

hazardous municipal solid waste using auxiliary fuel such as coal, lignite or petroleum products up to 15 per 
cent have also been exempted.

• Ports which exclusively deal in fish handling, and cater to small fishermen, will be exempted from environ-
mental clearance.

• Other projects exempted are Toll plazas that need more width for the installation of toll collection booths, 
and expansion activities in existing airports without an increase in the airport’s existing area.

EIA notification 2020 and its impact:
• Public Consultation: Reduced to max 40 days and only 20 days (from 30days) for submitting a response. This 

will help speed up the process of EIA. However, it may give very little time for Tribal and forest dwellers who 
are not aware of technical details or have means to access it.

• More Discretionary power for Government: Power to declare ‘economically sensitive areas’ without a public 
hearing as well as give any project ‘strategic tag’ (so no EIA obligation)

• Post-Facto-project clearance: This will enable ease of doing business and reduce bureaucratic delays. But it is 
a violation of the fundamental principles of environmental jurisprudence and is contrary to both the precau-
tionary principle as well as the need for sustainable development.

• An extended period of Environmental clearance: From 30years to 50 years. However, it raises the risk of irre-
versible environmental, health, and social consequence.

• Baseline data: No need to cover all the seasons in a year. This may make EIA less reliable and not reveal the 
full impact of EIA

• Report Issues: reduced from once every six months to once every year. This will dilute the scrutiny and it may 
be late before any mitigation measures could be taken for highlighted project impact.

Difference between EIA 2006 versus EIA 2020
• Public consultation period: The draft notification provides for a reduction of the time period from 30 days to 

20 days for the public to submit their responses during a public hearing for any application seeking environ-
mental clearance.

• Inspection: The 2006 notification required that the project proponent submit a report every six months, show-
ing that they are carrying out their activities as per the terms on which permission has been given. However, 
the new draft requires the promoter to submit a report only once every year.

• Categorization: Through the draft notification, the central government gets the power to categorise projects 
as “strategic.”
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Conclusion:
An EIA should not be used just as a means for obtaining an environmental clearance; rather, project proponents 
should use it as a management tool to assess the soundness of a project plan.  The focus of EIA needs to shift from 
utilization and exploitation of natural resources to conservation of natural resources.

HUMAN-ANIMAL CONFLICT
Syllabus: Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental impact assessment

Definition: 
Human-wildlife conflict refers to the interaction between wild animals and people and the resultant negative 
impact on people or their resources or wild animals or their habitat. It occurs when growing human/animal 
populations overlap with established wildlife/human territory, creating a reduction of resources or life for some 
people and/or wild animals.

Facts:
• Elephant: Between 2018-19 and 2020-21, 222 elephants were killed by electrocution across the country, 45 

by trains, 29 by poachers and 11 by poisoning.
• Tigers: 29 tigers were killed by poaching between 2019 and 2021, while 197 tiger deaths are under scrutiny.
• Human casualties: Elephants killed 1,579 humans in three years — 585 in 2019-20
• Tigers killed 125 humans (2019- 2021)- most in Maharashtra.

Reasons for rise in Man-Animal Conflicts:
• Unbridled Development: The existing space for Tigers, Elephants and other big wild animals are shrinking due 

to encroachment of wildlife habitats. Unsustainable land use is the biggest problem in this regard.
• Urbanization: Urbanization and growth agendas alter landscape dynamics, which has a cascading effect on the 

ecological dynamics of wildlife. In the area of Gwal Pahari on the Gurugram-Faridabad Road, for example, the 
district town and country planning department has issued change of land use permissions.
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• Outside the notified protected areas: Primary reason for the increasing human-animal conflicts is the pres-
ence of a large number of animals and birds outside the notified protected areas. Wildlife experts estimate 
that 29 per cent of the tigers in India are outside the protected areas

• Poor Enforcement of laws: No buffer zone is maintained between critical wildlife habitats and human settle-
ments.

• Climate Change and Biodiversity: With the food chain undergoing rapid changes and pool of species declin-
ing, the forage is decreasing for wild animals. Hence, they come in search of livestock in fringe areas of human 
settlements.

• Less Protected Area: Only 5% of India’s geographical area is in the protected area category. This space is not 
enough to have a full-fledged habitat for wild animals.

Government Initiatives to reduce Man-Animal conflict
• Protected Areas: A network of Protected Areas namely viz., national park, Sanctuaries, Conservation Reserves 

and Community Reserving covering important wildlife habitat have been created all over the country under 
the provisions of the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972 to conserve wild animals and their habitat.

• Wildlife corridors: Wildlife corridors have been developed in many parts of the country.
• “Plan Bee”: Indian Railways launched ‘Plan Bee’ to prevent elephants getting hurt on rail tracks, thereby re-

ducing the elephant death toll.
• Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972: Provisions under the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972 empower concerned 

authorities take necessary steps to handle problematic wild animals.
• Standard Operating Procedures for the management of major problematic animals like tiger, elephant, leop-

ard, rhino etc. are being used by the respective state governments.
• Controlling population: In January 2018, the Environment Ministry has approved “immune-contraception” 

method to address man-animal conflicts.
• Animal rescue centers : The Compensatory Afforestation Fund Act, 2016 and the Rules made there under also 

provide for use of the Fund for development of wildlife habitats, establishment of animal rescue centers, etc. 
which also contribute to reduction in human-animal conflict.

• Standard Operating Procedures: The National Tiger Conservation Authority has issued Standard Operating 
Procedures to deal with emergencies arising due to straying of tigers in human dominated landscapes and 
tiger depredation on livestock and for active management towards rehabilitation of tigers from source areas 
at the landscape level.

Way forward
• A Future for All Report 2021 report jointly published by World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) and United 

Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) was titled: A future for all – the need for human-wildlife co-exis-
tence.

• Community Participation: The full participation of local communities can help reduce HWC and lead to 
coexistence between humans and wildlife.

• Awareness campaigns: Periodic awareness campaigns to sensitize guide and advise the general public on 
man-animal conflict, including dissemination of information through various forms of media.

• Skill-development programs for people living in and around the forest would offer them better opportunities 
for self-employment and consequently reduce the combined pressures on agricultural land as well as forest 
land.

• Role of Global Leaders: Global leaders such as those at the CoP work hand-in-hand with local communities and 
other stakeholders across Asia and the world to secure a future in which Wildlife and people live in harmony.

• Implementing Wildlife Institute of India Guidelines: “Eco-Friendly Measures to Mitigate Impacts of linear in-
frastructure on Wildlife”. These guidelines suggest modification in the designs of the linear infrastructures by 
way of providing an eco-friendly structure that will ensure the safe movement of wildlife across these linear 
infrastructures.

• Other measures:  inter-departmental committees at local/state level, adoption of early warning systems, 
creation of barriers, dedicated circle wise Control Rooms with toll free hotline numbers which could be 
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operated on 24X7 basis.

Conclusion
In order to be truly effective, prevention of human-wildlife conflict has to involve the full scope of society: inter-
national organizations, governments, NGOs, communities, consumers and individuals. Solutions are possible, but 
often they also need to have financial backing for their support and development.

TIGER CONSERVATION
Syllabus: Environment Conservation

Context:
Global Tiger Day, often called International Tiger Day, is an annual celebration to raise awareness for tiger con-
servation, held annually on 29 July. A recent IUCN assessment suggests that tiger numbers have increased by 
40% since 2005 at the global level.
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Facts: 
• Madhya Pradesh has maximum tiger deaths followed by 26 in Maharashtra and 14 in Karnataka.
• Tiger IUCN Status – Endangered
•  India home to 70% of tiger population
• India is home to 51 tiger reserves spread across 18 states.
• India achieved the target of doubling of tiger population 4 years ahead of schedule of the St. Petersburg 

Declaration on tiger Conservation.
• Largest contiguous tiger population in the world of about 724 tigers was found in the Western Ghats 

(Nagarhole-Bandipur Wayanad -Mudumalai- Satyamangalam BRT block)

Threat faced by Tiger population
• Less than a hundred years ago, tigers prowled all across India and the sub-continent. But growing human pop-

ulations, particularly since the 1940s, have contracted and fragmented the tiger’s former range.
• For over thousand years, tigers have been hunted as status symbol, decorative item such as wall and floor 

covering, as souvenirs and curios, and for use in traditional Asian medicines.
• Hunting for sport probably caused the greatest decline in tiger populations until the 1930s.
• Poaching: It is the largest immediate threat to the remaining tiger population.
• Habitat destruction: Large-scale habitat destruction and decimation of prey populations are the major long-

term threats to the existence of the dwindling tiger population in the country.
• And along with habitat, tigers have also suffered a severe loss of natural prey populations – in particular 

ungulates such as deer and antelopes.
• Man-animal conflict: As per government data, in 2019, 58 people lost their lives to human–wildlife con-

flict and 181 were injured.
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Recent Measures taken by India for conservation of Tigers:

Administrative measures

• Increased Monetary Allocation: In 2019, India invested US$49.4 million in tiger 
conservation, including relocating villages outside protected areas.

• Water and fodder scheme: within the reserve so that fewer animals stray out of 
these reserves and minimize animal-human conflict

• Increased Conservation efforts: From 28 in 2006, the number of tiger reserves 
went up to 50 in 2018, spread across 18 states. Recognition of tiger land-
scapes and the importance of the corridors and their physical delineation at the 
highest levels of governance

• Smart patrolling and increased vigilance: Organized poaching rackets have been 
all but crushed. As per Tiger estimation reports, there has been no organized 
poaching by traditional gangs in Central Indian landscapes since 2013.

• Improved Conditions for breeding: Tigers are fast breeders when conditions are 
conducive and increased protection has encouraged the tiger to breed.

• Rehabilitation of villages: Villages were shifted outside core areas in many parts 
of the country which led to the availability of more inviolate space for tigers.

• Accurate estimation exercise: better estimation over the years made it possible 
that many tigers that eluded enumerators in earlier exercises were counted this 
time.
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Technological Measures

• Lidar-based survey technology is being used to deal with the challenge of 
human-animal conflict that was causing the death of animals.

• Aerial surveillance, Economic Valuation of Tiger Reserves.
• Online database of tiger crime
• Modern protocol for field monitoring:

 ◦ M-STrIPES (Monitoring system for tigers – intensive protection and ecological 
status) using GPS to geotag photo-evidences and survey information, made 
this exercise more accurate.

 ◦ CaTRAT (Camera Trap data Repository and Analysis Tool) for automated 
segregation of camera trap photographs to species.

International Efforts

• India has decided to extend CA|TS across all its tiger reserves: as nearly 30 per 
cent of India’s tigers are outside tiger reserves.

• Global Tiger Initiative (GTI) program of the World Bank
• Global Tiger Forum engagement along with partners in areas of Conservation 

Assured Tiger Standards (CA|TS), Security Audit of Tiger Reserves, Manage-
ment Planning etc.

• International Tiger Day: The 29th of July marks International Tiger Day.
• Tigers are now globally listed as “endangered” on the International Union for 

the conversion of Nature (IUCN) Red List of threatened species.

Conclusion:
The tiger is a unique animal which plays a pivotal role in the health and diversity of an ecosystem.  However, there 
is a need for further community involvement through tiger reserve that is not built with fences and armed pa-
trol guards, but around a cultural model of conservation i.e., including local tribes like Idu Mishmi in Arunachal 
Pradesh, who consider Tigers as their elder brother and sacred.
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GREEN HYDROGEN 
Syllabus: Science and Technology- developments and their applications and effects in everyday life.

Context:
NITI Aayog has released “’HARNESSING GREEN HYDROGEN – OPPORTUNITIES FOR DEEP DECARBONISATION IN 
INDIA” report that says hydrogen can substantially spur industrial decarbonisation and economic growth for India 
in the coming decades and highlights the steps India can take to get there.

Highlights of the Report: 
• Status: Hydrogen demand could fourfold by 2050 (nearly 10% of global demand)
• India needs to form Green Hydrogen Corridors: Three hydrogen corridors should be developed across the 

country based on state grand challenges
• Decarbonisation: Green hydrogen is crucial for sectors such as fertilizers, refining, methanol, maritime ship-

ping etc.

Green Hydrogen:
Green Hydrogen/ Green Ammonia is defined as hydrogen/ ammonia produced by way of electrolysis of water 
using renewable energy, including renewable energy which has been banked and the hydrogen/ammonia pro-
duced from biomass.
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Opportunities for India:
• Indian firms such as NTPC Ltd, Indian Oil Corporation, Acme Solar, Reliance Industries and Adani Group and 

Greenko are looking at hydrogen as a new business opportunity for extracting energy.
• India has a huge edge in green hydrogen production owing to its favourable geographic conditions and 

presence of abundant natural elements.
• Cheap renewable energy tariffs: India will become a net exporter of green hydrogen by 2030 due to its cheap 

renewable energy tariffs.
• Hydrogen FCEV (Fuel Cell electric vehicles) are comparatively better than battery electric vehicles, this will re-

duce India’s demand for rare earth metals used for manufacturing batteries for electric vehicles.
• Helps tackling uncertainty in Global energy markets. E.G recent coal crisis hindering power generation.

Way forward for India:
• Increasing investment in R&D, capacity building, compatible legislation, and the opportunity for creation of 

demand among its vast population.
• Proactive industry collaboration with the government is key to creating a hydrogen economy in India.
• Prioritising national hydrogen demonstration projects, innovations to further reduce the cost of hydrogen
• Setting up a multi-agency mission to bring multiple ministries, private industry and academia together in a 

partnership to scale up the deployment of hydrogen across sectors 
• Having a clear mid-term and long-term target inspires confidence in the private sector to make their invest-

ments in a new energy source.
• India should ramp up international collaborations for more effortless transfer of technology and resources 

related to hydrogen.
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Conclusion
Green hydrogen is one of the most promising fuels in the efforts to reduce carbon emissions. Green hydrogen 
energy is vital for India to meet its Nationally Determined Contributions and ensure regional and national en-
ergy security, access and availability. Hydrogen can act as an energy storage option, which would be essential to 
meet intermittencies (of renewable energy) in the future.

FINANCIAL INCLUSION
Syllabus: Inclusive growth and associated issues/challenges

Context: 
World Bank’s Global Findex database surveyed how people in 123 economies use formal and informal financial 
services e.g., cards, ATMs, mobile phones, and the internet.

Financial inclusion
Financial inclusion may be defined as the process of ensuring access to financial services and timely and ade-
quate credit where needed by vulnerable groups such as weaker sections and low-income groups at an afford-
able cost.

Dr.Raghuram G. Rajan: 
Financial Inclusion, broadly defined, refers to universal access to a wide range of financial services at a reason-
able cost. These include not only banking products but also other financial services such as insurance and equity 
products 
• Financial inclusion has been identified as an enabler for 7 of the 17 Sustainable Development Goals.
• The World Bank Group considers financial inclusion a key enabler to reduce extreme poverty and boost shared 

prosperity.
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Facts:
• The mobile and Internet banking transactions have increased to 13,615 per 1,000 adults in 2020 from 183 

in 2015.
• Aadhar contributed to account ownership in about 80% of adults (from 35% in 2011)
• Transitioning from cash to biometric smart cards has reduced leakage by 47% in pension payments.
• The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has said that there was a 24% improvement in financial inclusion (A) as mea-

sured by RBI’s Fl-index between March 2017 and March 2021

Financial Inclusion and SDGs

Financial Inclusion is Closely Linked to Several UN SDGs

Challenges:
• Financial literacy; India is home to 17.5 per cent of the world’s population but nearly 76 per cent of its adult 

population does not understand basic financial concepts.
• Insurance policy issues: On account of lack of awareness and failure of institutions to guide them, people buy 
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insurance policies without planning and give up midway because they don’t have money to pay premium. This 
shows customers are losing huge money on account of bad financial planning.

• Access to Credit: But despite the strong growth, only 200 million borrowers have had access to credit from 
formal channels This is the reason why the credit penetration index of CRISIL Inclusix remained low

• Digital Connectivity issues: When most of the rural areas still not having even a reliable internet facility it is 
difficult to push for cashless economy.

• From the demand side:  the reasons are low income, poverty and illiteracy and lack of awareness. 
• From the supply side: branch proximity, timings, cumbersome documentation and procedures, attitude of the 

bank staff and language.
• Low and Irregular income: Income level is one of the prominent factors that hinder the underprivileged from 

availing services from banks. 
• Inappropriate products: Generally, banks are targeting educated and a high-income group of people. They 

develop financial products based on these target groups’ requirements. The needs of low income and weaker 
section of people are quite different. This increases the percentage of financially excluded people in the soci-
ety. 

• High Cost: Nowadays banks are operating for profit under the competitive environment. They levy charges for 
different transactions like minimum balance requirement, charges for usage of ATM services, processing fee 
etc. People are already suffering from low and irregular income. Therefore, paying these kinds of excessive 
charges make them more burdened.

• The attitude of employees: Employees of the formal financial institutions give differential treatments to dis-
similar target groups. The high-income group receives overwhelming response whereas low income and rural 
people suffer from bitter experiences. This affects the self-respect and dignity of the people and hampers the 
financial inclusion process. 

• Lack of proper Documents: Majority of the poor people like migrants, tribes etc cannot access the formal 
financial services due to lack of having any legal documents. Getting legal document is an expensive and 
time-consuming process.
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Conclusion:
The government is committed to its target of increasing the inclusion of every household in the financial system 
thus strengthening the social contract so that the masses can get all the legitimate benefits arising out of the 
growth of the country and also provide an extra thrust to lead the path of growth.

GENOMICS
Syllabus: Science and Technology- developments and their applications and effects in everyday life.

Context:
WHO’s Science Council launches report calling for an equitable expansion of genomics.

Genomics 
Genomics is the study of the complete set of DNA (including all of its genes) in a person or other organism. A ge-
nome is an organism’s complete set of DNA. Genomic studies uncover the genetic makeup of patients, including 
their genetic differences and mutations. All of that information can be used to form a care plan specific to patients’ 
individual genetic composition, rather than treating them with a one-size-fits-all approach.
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WHO’s Science Council launches report On Genomics 

Highlights WHO’s Report

• Expand access: The report calls for expanding access to genomic technologies, 
particularly in low- and middle-income countries (LMICs), by addressing shortfalls 
in the financing, laboratory infrastructure, materials, and highly trained person-
nel.

• Tools used for equitable access: E.g. tiered pricing; sharing of intellectual prop-
erty rights for low-cost versions; and cross-subsidization, whereby profits in one 
area are used to fund another.

• Ethics: It argues that it is not justifiable ethically or scientifically for less-resourced 
countries to gain access to such technologies long after rich countries do.

• Recommends WHO create a Genomics Committee for implementation of its 
recommendations.

• WHO’s a 10-year strategy for genomic surveillance of pathogens.
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Various applications of genomics
• Population health: Genomics can make enormous contributions to human health, from surveying populations 

for infectious agents — such as the virus that causes COVID-19 — to predicting and treating a wide variety of 
diseases, such as cancers and developmental disorders.

• Identification and diagnosis of genetic factors contributing to common disease: Genomic technologies are 
increasingly being used to understand the contribution of both rare and common genetic factors to the devel-
opment of common diseases, such as high blood pressure, diabetes and cancer.

• Gene therapy: Gene therapy involves the administration of DNA or RNA, in order to correct a genetic abnor-
mality, or modify the expression of genes.

• Genome editing: Genome editing uses molecular techniques to modify the genome – genome editing can add 
in, cut out, or replace sections of the DNA sequence.

• Infectious diseases: Sequencing the genomes of microorganisms which cause human infection can identify 
the exact organism causing symptoms, help to trace the cause of infectious outbreaks, and give information as 
to which antibiotics are most likely to be effective in treatment.

• Prenatal diagnosis and testing: Genetic diseases are often devastating and may cause significant disability 
and even death in childhood. Prenatal diagnosis of genetic diseases allows parents to make decisions about 
whether to continue with the pregnancy or to allow early diagnosis and possible treatment in utero or at birth.
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Recommendations By WHO: 
• Advocacy for genomics: It is needed to persuade governments and other actors about the benefits of genomic 

technologies.
• Implementation: Local planning, financing, expanded training of essential personnel
• Collaborations: Between Government ministries, funding agencies, and scientific organizations in academia 

and industry.
• Effective oversight and standards: It is key to promoting ethical, legal, equitable use and responsible sharing 

of information obtained with genomic methods.

Conclusion
Advocacy for genomics is needed to persuade governments, commercial and non-commercial organisations, aca-
demic institutions and others of genomic technologies’ medical, scientific and economic benefits.

GIG ECONOMY

Syllabus:  Indian Economy and issues relating to planning, mobilization, of resources, growth, development 
and employment.

Introduction: 
A gig economy is a free market system in which temporary positions are common and organizations contract with 
independent workers for short-term engagements. The trend is very strong in advanced economies like the US 
and European countries where firms engage in short term contracts with workers.
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Facts: 
• According to the Oxford Internet Institute’s ‘Online Labor Index’, India leads the global gig economy with 

a 24% share of the online labor market, with demand for software developers, creative and marketing pro-
fessionals

• India’s workforce is adding almost four million people every year, this would have a big impact on the gig 
economy in the near future

• According NITI Aayog report, India’s gig workforce is expected to expand to 2.35 crore by 2029-30. The re-
port estimates that in 2020–21, 77 lakh (7.7 million) workers were engaged in the gig economy. 

Advantages of the Gig economy:
• More flexible and more mobile:  Workers have more alternatives to optimize time and income. They can also 

complete tasks on the go and can better balance work with family.
• Freedom to choose jobs:  Workers can choose the type of project they will take on. Also, project options are 

more varied because they come from companies around the world.
• More opportunities to earn a higher income: Workers can take on several jobs at once. They may focus on 

one big project and take on several small jobs to add their income.
• Facilitates operating efficiency: Hiring part-time workers is a cheaper and more efficient alternative. The com-

pany does not need to pay for training fees or benefits such as insurance. That helps lower operating costs.
• More choices: They can select some of the best individuals in their field, according to the company budget. 

Options are more varied because the supply comes from local workers and from all over the world.
• Lower fixed costs: Businesses do not need to provide office space, equipment, and facilities. That reduces 

fixed costs, enabling them to quickly break-even and economies of scale.

Disadvantages of the Gig Economy
• Do not get allowances. Workers don’t receive benefits, such as insurance and pensions. Businesses pay them 

according to the contract. Therefore, they must be selective in choosing jobs.
• Pay taxes from their own pocket. If they become permanent workers, the company may pay their income tax. 

On the other hand, if they work part-time, they don’t get that kind of benefit.
• Less stable income. Workers must pursue projects to secure income. But it is a difficult task. They have to 

compete with individuals around the world. Thus, the market demand for a particular job is lower than the 
available labor supply. As a result, getting multiple projects at once is more complicated.

• Workers are less reliable. The chances of hiring inappropriate workers are higher. Without a rigorous selection 
process for hiring permanent employees, companies don’t know if they are reliable or just a mere appearance.

• No experience effect for businesses. Firms cannot reach a cost reduction from specialization and experience 
effects. It contrasts with permanent workers whose experience effect allows them to become more skilled 
and more productive.
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Recommendations of the NITI Aayog Report:
The NITI Aayog Report, ‘India’s Booming Gig and Platform Economy ‘has analysed the gig economy from gig work-
ers’ perspective and has made several recommendations.
• Separate enumeration exercise: It recommended undertaking a separate enumeration exercise to estimate 

the size of the gig and platform workforce and collecting information during official enumerations (Periodic 
Labour Force Survey) to identify gig workers.

• Wider scope: Apart from impetus through digitalisation, operating outside the traditional “employer-employ-
ee” relationship enables platforms to scale within and across geographies as well as sectors.

• Positive implication of paid leaves: The report said that giving paid sick leave, health access and insurance to 
all workers will have positive implications.

• Reclassification: Citing international regulations for gig and platform workers, it said in the UK, a Supreme 
Court ruling in February 2021 led to the reclassification of Uber’s driver-partners in the country as “workers”.

• Compensation: It suggested gig firms adopt policies that offer old age or retirement plans and benefits and 
other insurance covers for contingencies such as injury arising from work that may lead to loss of employment 
and income.

• Introduction of Platform India initiative: NITI Ayog recommended introducing a ‘Platform India initiative’ on 
the lines of the ‘Startup India Initiative’.

Code on Social Security 2019:
• It will provide workers with life and disability cover, accidental insurance, health & maternity benefits old 

age protection and others
• Under this code, the central and state governments will primarily fund social security measures, with a 

nominal contribution (1-2% of their annual turnover) by the aggregator. 
• Code proposed to establish a ‘National Social Security Board’, which will supervise and formulate schemes 

for the well-being of gig and platform workers



www.insightsonindia.com 93

FOREST FIRES
Syllabus: Disaster and disaster management.

Context: 
In France, Greece, Portugal and Spain, wildfire destroys thousands of hectares of land, forces thousands from 
their homes and kills several emergency personnel.

Forest fires Definition: 
Wildfire, also called forest, bush or vegetation fire, can be described as any uncontrolled and non-prescribed com-
bustion or burning of plants in a natural setting such as a forest, grassland, brush land or tundra, which consumes 
the natural fuels and spreads based on environmental conditions (e.g., wind, topography)

Facts Related to Forest Fires: 
• More than 62% of Indian states are prone to high-intensity forest fires.
• Andhra Pradesh, Assam, Chhattisgarh, Odisha and Maharashtra are the most prone to high-intensity for-

est fire events caused by rapid change in climate.
• Around 95 percent of the forest fires in India are on account of human activity.
• As of 2019, about 21.67% (7,12,249 sq km) of the country’s geographical area is identified as forest, ac-

cording to the India State of Forest Report 2019 (ISFR)

According to the SoFR 2021:
• Some 20,074 sq km forest cover (approx. 2.8 percent) in India is extremely fire-prone
• Another 56,049 sq km (7.85 per cent) is very highly fire-prone
• Nearly 82,900 sq km (11.61 percent) is highly fire-prone
• Finally, 94,126 sq km is moderately fire-prone
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The Reason Behind the Global Wildfires:
• Extreme climatic conditions: g. high wind speed and direction, temperature, low level of moisture in soil and 

atmosphere, and duration of dry spells.
• Lightning strike: in Australia most bushfires are caused by lightning
• The friction of bamboos swaying due to high wind velocity: e.g., in deciduous forests of northeast India Roll-

ing stones that result in sparks: In the mountainous forested e.g., Uttarakhand
• Role of El Nino and La Nina: Indonesian in 2019 experienced high forest fire incidents due to el Nino’s impact
• Economic reasons: Human-caused fires are also a major issue in Indonesia, where large areas of peatland were 

burned during last year’s fires to be converted into tree plantations.
• Graziers and gatherers start small fires to get good grazing grass for their cattle and to gathering minor forest 

produce such as Madhuca Indica flowers and leaves of Diospyros melanoxylon.
• Shifting cultivation practice: North-Eastern region of India and in parts of the States of Orissa and Andhra 

Pradesh).
• Climate change: It is increasing the fire season and the size of areas affected by the fire. Droughts, which 

might be exacerbated by climate change, also make wildfires more likely.
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Measures taken to control forest fires
• Forest fire line: Successive Five-Year Plans have provided funds for forests fighting. During the British period, 

fire was prevented in the summer through removal of forest litter all along the forest boundary. This was 
called “Forest Fire Line”.

• MODIS and SNPP-VIIRS: Forest Survey of India monitors forest fire events through satellites on two platforms– 
MODIS and SNPP-VIIRS, both in collaboration with the U.S. National Aeronautics and Space Administration 
(NASA) and Indian Space Research Organization (ISRO).

• National Action Plan on Forest Fires (NAPFF): It was launched in 2018 to minimize forest fires by informing, 
enabling and empowering forest fringe communities and incentivizing them to work with the State Forest 
Departments.

• National Plan for forest fire management: National Forest Fire Danger Rating System, Firefighting tools and 
machinery (e.g. Fire Beaters, Pulaskis Tools, Forest Fire Showel, etc.)

• Forest Fire Prevention & Management Scheme (FFPMS, 2017): a revised version of the Forest Management 
Scheme

• Community participation: by the involvement of NGOs, Voluntary Organisations, Village Forest Committees 
(VFCs), etc. Institutionalize the partnership with forest fringe communities and devise a forest fire forecasting 
system at the local level.

• Use of technology: (such as Remote Sensing, GPS, and GIS) in planning, developing and operationalizing Fire 
management systems.

• Indian Forest Act of 1927: As per, sections 26 and 33 of the Indian Forest Act of 1927 it is a criminal offense to 
burn or to allow a fire to remain burning in reserved and protected forests.

• Draft National Forest Policy, 2018: It calls for safeguarding ecosystems from forest fires, mapping the vulner-
able areas and developing and strengthening early warning systems and methods to control fire, based on 
remote sensing technology and community participation.
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Conclusion:
Forest fires have been a local issue with global impact, which may happen more frequently than the recent past 
due to impact of rising temperature and global warming. Prevention of forest fire will require long term coordinat-
ed efforts by public and private authorities with robust planning and informed policy implementation
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LEFT-WING EXTREMISM (LWE)
Syllabus: Linkages between Development and Spread of Extremism

Context: 
Government informed that steadfast implementation of the national policy and action plan to address left-wing 
extremism has led to a 77% fall in the LWE violence from 2258 incidents in 2009 to 509 incidents in 2021.

Facts: 
• Fatalities among civilians and security forces declined by 85% (between 2010 to 2021)
• Geographical spread of Maoists’ influence was shrinking- the district most affected by LWE came down 

to 25 (2021) from 30 (2018)
• Number of districts covered under the security reimbursement expenditure scheme came down to 70 

(2021) from 90 (2018).
• Security Forces and civilian casualties due to these incidents has also declined by 85% from all time high 

of 1005 in 2010 to 147 in 2021.

Factors leading to Left-wing extremism: 

Political Factors

• Nature and apathy of the political system towards tribals remained one of 
the most important factors that led to such uprisings.

• Inability of political authority in India to provide avenues for structural uplift 
to the deprived sections of society in the affected states.

• Lack of political participation by the tribal community

Economic Factors

• Poverty and economic inequality and underdevelopment in the naxal af-
fected regions.

• Entry of mining companies in Tribal lands and forests, posing threat to the 
livelihood of the tribals.

• Indigenous tribal population deprived of their lands, uprooted from their 
traditional source of livelihood.

• The benefits of the resource exploitation are not passed on the tribals.

Environmental Degradation
• Environmental degradation in the form of destruction of land and water 

resources due to mining and industrial activates.

Lack of basic facilities • Lack of basic facilities like education, freedom, sanitation and food.
• The socially backward tribals form the major support base for Naxalites be-

cause of inequality, illiteracy and lack of opportunities.

Discrimination against tribals • Poor implementation of laws prohibiting transfer of tribal land to non-trib-
als in the Fifth Schedule areas.

• Non-regularisation of traditional land rights under FRA, 2006.
• Hasty rejections of land grants to tribals.
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Displacement of people

• Eviction from lands traditionally used by tribals.
• Forced Displacementscaused by mining, irrigation and power projects with-

out adequate arrangements for rehabilitation. As a result, livelihoods were 
lost.

• Large scale land acquisition for ‘public purposes’ without appropriate com-
pensationor rehabilitation

IMPORTANT INITIATIVES FOR LWE AFFECTED STATES
• Security Related Expenditure (SRE) Scheme:This Scheme is being implemented as a sub-scheme of the Um-

brella Scheme ‘Modernization of Police Forces’. Under the Security Related Expenditure (SRE) Scheme, the 
central Govt. 

• Scheme of Fortified Police stations: The Govt had sanctioned construction of 400 Fortified Police Stations in 
10 LWE affected States.

• Aspirational District: The Ministry of Home Affairs has been tasked with the monitoring of Aspirational dis-
tricts programme in 35 LWE affected districts.

• SAMADHAN doctrine: It is a one-stop solution to fight LWE, encompassing the entire strategy of government 
from short-term policy to long-term policy formulated at different levels.

• Special Infrastructure Scheme (SIS) to construct fortified police stations.
• Road Connectivity Project-for the construction of 5,412 km of roads.
• Installation of Mobile Towers-for endless telecom connectivity.
• Financial inclusion-for ensuring the presence of banking facilities within 5 km to all citizens residing in LWE-af-

fected areas.
• Van Bandhu Kalyan Yojana: for holistic development of the tribal people by targeting their education, employ-

ment, trade of minor forest produce, healthcare, infrastructure and connectivity.
• Skill Development-for construction of 47 ITIs (01 ITI per district) and 68 Skill Development Centers (02 SDCs 

per district) by 2018-19.
• Education Initiatives-for building new Kendriya Vidyalayas (KVs) & Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalayas (JNVs) where 

they are not present. It is also planned to open more schools under the Eklavya model.
• Facilities of residential schools for children – (e.g., Pota Cabins, Choolo Aasman, Nanhe Parinde, Tamannah) 

as well as focus on sports infrastructure.
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Way forward
• Holistic Approach: It is the belief of the Government of India that through a holistic approach focusing on 

development and security-related interventions, the LWE problem can be successfully tackled.
• States play a vital role in maintaining law and order: So, emphasis should be laid on the capacity-building 

and modernization of the local police forces. Local forces can efficiently and effectively neutralize the LWE 
organizations.

• The Kargil Review Committee (KRC) report: noted that in wake of Internal security challenges that the country 
faces, the role and the tasks of the paramilitary forces have to be restructured particularly with reference to 
command and control and leadership functions.

• Improve communication network: There should be sharing of information & knowledge to improve the func-
tioning of police force.

• Better Surveillance and Monitoring:  with standardization, deployment and integration of private security 
surveillance system.

• Social Integration: State Governments have surrender and rehabilitation policy, while the Central Govern-
ment supplements the efforts of the State Governments through the Security Related Expenditure (SRE) 
Scheme for LWE affected States.

Conclusion:
As a result of the aforementioned initiatives on the security and development fronts, the number of violent inci-
dents from LWE insurgency has declined in the present decade.

NITI AAYOG REPORT ON ALTERNATIVES TO PLAS-
TICS

Syllabus: Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental impact assessment.

Introduction: 
In our plastic-filled world, avoiding plastic can be pretty challenging. But finding alternatives to common items 
like plastic bottles and plastic packaging is becoming increasingly easier—and not a moment too soon for our 
plastic-choked planet.

A Niti Ayog report has suggested on plastic alternatives or technologies making plastic degradable.

Facts: 
• India produces 3.47 mn tn of plastic waste/year, out of which 60% is collected for recycling.
• Goa, Delhi & Kerala have reported the highest per capita plastic waste generation, while Nagaland, Sikkim 

and Tripura have reported the lowest per capita plastic waste generation.
• Globally, 97-99% of these plastics are derived from fossil fuel feedstock while the remaining 1-3% come 

from bio (plant) based plastics.
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Impact of Plastic Waste:
• Economic Losses:  Plastic waste along shoreline has a negative impact on tourism revenue (creates an aesthet-

ic issue)
• Implications for Animals: Plastic wastes have profoundly affected animals in aquatic, marine, and terrestrial 

ecosystems.
• Implications for Human Health: The chemicals leached from the plastics contain compounds, like 

polybrominated diphenyl ether (anti-androgen), bisphenol A (mimics the natural female hormone estrogen) 
and phthalates (also known as anti-androgens), impact human health leading to various hormonal and genetic 
disorders.

• Land Pollution: Plastics leach hazardous chemicals on land, resulting in the destruction and decline in quality 
of the earth’s land surfaces in term of use, landscape and ability to support life forms.

• Air Pollution: Plastic burning releases poisonous chemicals into the atmosphere impacting general well-being 
and causing respiratory disorders in living beings.

• Groundwater Pollution: Whenever plastics are dumped in landfills, the hazardous chemicals present in them 
seep underground when it rains.

• Water Pollution: Many lakes and oceans have reported alarming cases of plastic debris floating on water 
surfaces, affecting a great number of aquatic creatures.

• Interference with the Food Chain: Studies determine that the chemicals affect the biological and reproduc-
tion process resulting in reduced numbers of offspring thus disrupting the food chain

• Poor Drainage: Drainage system clogged with plastic bags, films, and other plastic items, causes flooding.

Government’s Initiatives to curb plastic pollution: 
• Fishing for plastic waste from water bodies: Kerala’s Suchitwa Mission have been engaged in not just finding 

fish but also take care of plastic that either gets stuck in the fishing nets or floats in the sea. 
• Crackdown on plastic usage: Many states like Maharashtra, Goa, Jammu and Kashmir, Karnataka and Punjab 

have imposed some form of a ban on plastic.
• Plastic Waste Management Rules: The Government has notified the Plastic Waste Management Rules, 2016.
• Single-use plastic banned from July 1, 2022: The Centre defines it as an object made of plastic that is intended 

to be used “only once” before being disposed of or recycled.
• Extended producer responsibility (EPR): The new regulations mandate recycling and reusing a certain per-

centage of plastic produced by manufacturers, importers and brand owners.
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Recommendations by Niti Ayog:
• Develop emerging technologies:g., additives can make plastics biodegradable polyolefins, such as polypro-

pylene and polyethylene
• Use of Bio-plastics: as a cost-effective alternative to plastics
• Appreciate the contribution of the Informal sector and vulnerable groups in recycling waste
• Use Extended Producer responsibility to minimize waste
• Levelling and collection of compostable and biodegradable plastics
• Transparency: Disclose data on waste generation, collection and disposal
• Avoid greenwashing: Greenwashing is the process of conveying misleading information about how a 

company’s products are more environmentally sound.



www.insightsonindia.com102

GENDER BUDGETING ACT
Syllabus: Government Budgeting

Context:
Development, Monitoring and evaluation office (DMEO) (an attached office of Niti Aayog) has pitched in for 
the Gender Budgeting Act to the mainstream of gender-based budgeting across all ministries.

According to the report, gender budgeting is not practised in most states and is also not captured for many 
schemes in different sectors.

Gender Budgeting:
Gender budgeting means preparing budgets or analyzing them from a gender perspective. Also referred to as 
gender-sensitive budgeting, this practice does not entail dividing budgets for women.

Gender Budgeting is a powerful tool for achieving gender mainstreaming so as to ensure that benefits of devel-
opment reach women as much as men.



www.insightsonindia.com 103

Gender budgeting in India

• India has a gender budget component since 2005-06 wherein schemes having allocations at least 30% for 
women is highlighted.

• Gender Budgeting Cells (GBC): has been mandated in each ministries/Department
• Influenced both expenditure and revenue policies: India’s gender budgeting efforts is unique because they 

have not only influenced expenditure but also revenue policies 

In the budget this year:
• India has shifted its focus from women’s development to women-led development.
• Over 1.7 lakh cr has been allocated for women-centric schemes under the gender budget 2022-2023, which 

is an increase of 5 per cent

Gender-Responsive Budget: 
A gender-responsive budget is a budget that works for everyone (women and men, girls and boys) by ensuring 
gender-equitable distribution of resources and by contributing to equal opportunities for all. Gender-respon-
sive budgeting is essential both for gender justice and for fiscal justice.

Benefits of Gender Budgeting: 
• Powerful tool: It act as a powerful tool for achieving gender mainstreaming so as to ensure that benefits of 

development reach women as much as men.
• Affirmative action: It recognise the need of an affirmative action to address specific needs of women.
• Sensitisation: It sensitise government and society towards discrimination and gaps among women and men 

in a given sector.
• Gender Equality: Gender responsive budgets policies can contribute to achieve the objectives of gender 

equality, human development and economic efficiency.
• Women Empowerment: Gender budgeting at department/ministry lead to more focus on issues of women’s 

inequality and empowerment and thereby led to more specific allocation on such schemes.

Challenges
• Lack of accountability mechanisms: Monitoring and implementation remains inadequate due to lack of ac-

countability mechanisms.
• limited availability of disaggregated gender-specific data sets: for all schemes and programmes under various 

ministries. In the absence of this data, it is difficult to study the impact of budgetary allocations on gender 
equality.

• budgeting exercise is linked to schemes instead of outcomes:  For example, in the Budget for 2015-16 there 
are funds allocated for infrastructure maintenance under the ministry of health and family welfare. However, 
there is very little data available on the impact these funds made in reducing female mortality rates.

Recommendations by DMEO
• Improve social acceptance of transgenders: Under report titled ‘Gender Mainstreaming in Governance’ also 

said there is a need to improve social acceptance of transgender persons in society.
• More allocation of funds: The report recommended that the Ministry of Women & Child Development 
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(MWCD) should encourage state governments to increase their budgetary allocation towards women and 
child development, protection and welfare schemes

• Policy on women: There is a need to ‘finalise the National Policy for Women with revision in 2016 draft policy’.
• Provide gender-disaggregated data: absence of such data makes it difficult to measure the true impact of the 

schemes resulting in poor strategy design.

Conclusion:
Gender Budgeting is a powerful tool for achieving gender mainstreaming so as to ensure that benefits of devel-
opment reach women as much as men. The way Government budgets allocate resources, has the potential to 
transform these gender inequalities.

FOREST LANDSCAPE RESTORATION
Syllabus: Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental impact assessment.

Introduction: 
Forest landscape restoration is a planned process that aims to regain ecological functionality and enhance hu-
man wellbeing in deforested or degraded forest landscapes. Research shows that more than two billion hectares 
worldwide offer opportunities for restoration.

More about Forest landscape restoration (FLR): 
• FLR is more than just planting trees – it is restoring a whole landscape to meet present and future needs.
• Long-term: It is long-term because it requires a multi-year vision of the ecological functions.
• The majority of restoration opportunities are found on or adjacent to agricultural or pastoral land. In these 

situations, restoration must complement and not displace existing land uses.
• This result in a mosaic of different land uses including: agriculture, agroforestry systems and improved eco-

logical corridors.
• It integrates a number of guiding principles, including: Focus on landscapes, restore functionality, involve 

stakeholders, tailor to local conditions and avoid further reduction of natural forest cover.
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Facts: 
• According to the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN), deforestation and forest degrada-

tion contribute around 12% of global greenhouse gas emissions.
• 30% of forestland is degraded in India. The total area occupied by primary forests in India has decreased 

by 3.6%.
• Nearly two billion hectares of degraded land in the world (and 140 million hectares in India) have scope for 

potential restoration as forest land.
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Challenges in the forest landscape Restoration Process: 
• Time: FLR is a long process. Trees take time to grow and engaging diverse stakeholders is time-consuming. 

Stakeholders need opportunities to learn about each other and to discuss, negotiate and agree on different 
aspects of FLR.

• Costs: There are considerable direct costs associated with coordination, stakeholder engagement and imple-
mentation of FLR interventions. 

• Conflicting views: Interest-based conflicts among stakeholder groups are almost unavoidable during FLR pro-
cesses. 

• Uncertainty: These are factors that change over time under external pressures, such as market forces, climate 
change, natural disasters and political directions.

• Fairness: poor people and other marginalized groups will be more deeply affected by the immediate restric-
tions in resource access and use that result from FLR.

Measures taken in restoring degraded forest

India

• National Afforestation & Eco Development Board (NAEB) Division of the 
MoEFCC is implementing the “National Afforestation Programme (NAP)” for 
ecological restoration of degraded forest areas.

• The fund accumulated under Compensatory Afforestation Fund Management 
and Planning Authority (CAMPA)

• Joint Forest Management (JFM) is partnership involving both the forest 
departments and local communities in natural forest management. 

• Green India Mission, GIM is one of the eight missions launched under the 
National Action Plan on Climate Change (NAPCC). 

• National Afforestation Programme, 
• National Mission for a Green India (Green India Mission), 
• Nagar Van scheme 
• Forest Fire Prevention and Management Scheme
• Green Skill Development Programme for youth who aspire to attain 

employment in the environment and forest sectors.
• State governments: Telangana has initiated a large-scale tree planting pro-

gramme called ‘Telanganaku Haritha Haram’ using drones.

India joined the Bonn Challenge in 2015, pledging to restore 26 million hect-
ares of degraded and deforested land by 2030. An additional carbon sink of 2.5 
billion-3 billion tonnes of carbon dioxide equivalent through forest and tree 
cover is to be created by 2030.

International

• The span 2021-2030 is the UN Decade on Ecosystem Restoration, emphasising 
efforts to restore degraded terrestrial ecosystems including forests.

• Bonn Challenge (2011): It was launched with a global goal to restore 150 
million hectares of degraded and deforested landscapes by 2020 and 350 
million hectares by 2030.

• REDD+: “Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and forest Degradation”, 
conservation of forest carbon stocks, sustainable management of forests, 
and enhancement of forest carbon stocks in developing countries.
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Conclusion: 
Global attention is on ecosystem restoration — the United Nations theme for the decade. India’s restoration 
commitments are amongst the most ambitious in the world. Its potential to benefit from forest restoration is also 
among the highest.

General Studies-IV
WHISTLEBLOWING

Syllabus: Information sharing and transparency in government, Right to Information

Context:
After it came to light that the source of the Uber Files investigation was Mark McGann a senior lobbyist who 
worked for Uber, the whistleblower of the 2016 Panama Papers has given his first interview.

Whistle-blower:
A whistle-blower is a person who comes forward and shares his/her knowledge on any wrongdoing which he/she 
thinks is happening in the whole organisation or in a specific department. A whistle-blower could be an employee, 
contractor, or a supplier who becomes aware of any illegal activities. Personal Values and Organizational Culture 
are the Foundation of Whistle-blowing.
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Merits of whistleblowing:
• Exposing Unethical Behaviour: When corporations and government agencies step over legal and ethical lines, 

whistle-blowers can make these practices public knowledge, which can lead to violators being held account-
able.

• Take care of things internally: Stronger whistle-blower protection laws all over the world, such as in the EU 
and Australia, mean that if you do not listen to and act upon whistleblowing tips internally, people may decide 
to report externally, for example to the media, and are legally protected if they do so.

• Reduce losses when misconduct occurs: Whistleblowing benefits organisations through significant loss 
savings. Organisations that did not have a whistleblowing system in place suffered losses that were twice the 
size compared to those who did have a whistleblowing system.

• Build trust in your brand: 50% of the participants responded that building trust was the main benefit of a 
whistleblowing system. An openness to whistleblowing demonstrates a commitment to high ethical standards 
and builds trust in the company.

• Ensure legal compliance: Having a system in place for whistleblowing benefits organisations by reducing com-
pliance risk.
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Whistle-blower Protection Framework in India
• In 2004, the Government introduced the Public Interest Disclosure and Protection of Informers (PID-

PI) Resolution for the logging of complaints against alleged corruption or misuse of office by a government 
officer or Department. 

• Whistleblowers Protection Act, 2014: The Act aims to protect people who bring to the notice of the authori-
ties concerned allegations of corruption, misuse of power or commission of a criminal offense against a public 
servant

The values that are shown by whistleblowers:
• Courage – It takes moral courage to stand against your organization and be ready to lose out on stability in 

one’s life.
• Self-sacrifice – They work for the public interest at the cost of themselves.
• Duty bound and respecting the law – However, there is a dilemma of breaching the ethics by breaching the 

contract with the organization as well.

Demerits of whistleblowing:
• The world, government, corporates and even society to an extent do not like whistle-blowers and some coun-

tries go so far as to call them ‘traitors’
 ◦ The case of Edward Snowden and Julian Assange of Wikileaks proves the point

• Whistle-blowers face legal action, criminal charges, social stigma, and termination from any position, office, 
or job.

• Vindictive tactics to make the individual’s work more difficult and/or insignificant, assassination of character, 
formal reprimand, and difficult court proceedings
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Conclusion:
Whistleblowing is an ethical behaviour because in an environment that supports whistleblowers through encour-
aging self-regulation and accountability, management can ensure that the business activities are protected from 
unethical exercises. Whistle blowing is a great tool in organization to avoid unlawful activities and it is morally 
required under some conditions.
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Our founder & director, Vinay Sir, with 120 toppers of UPSC CSE-2021 
at the Felicitation Ceremony conducted at Bengaluru.
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