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1. Polity 
 
1) With reference to the Government of India Act of 1919, the system of ‘dyarchy’ implied that  

a) Certain subjects were devolved to the Indian members of the Viceroy’s executive council and certain 
others to the British members of the executive council   
b) Both Centre and provincial legislatures had the power of legislate in their own spheres.  
c) Both the British Parliament and the Central Legislature had the right to make laws for India 
d) Division of the subjects delegated to the provinces into two categories. 

 
Solution: d)  

 

• The 1919 Act relaxed the central control over the provinces by demarcating and separating the central and 
provincial subjects.  

• The central and provincial legislatures were authorised to make laws on their respective list of subjects. 
However, the structure of government continued to be centralised and unitary. 

• It further divided the provincial subjects into two parts—transferred and reserved. The transferred subjects 
were to be administered by the governor with the aid of ministers responsible to the legislative Council.  

• The reserved subjects, on the other hand, were to be administered by the governor and his executive council 
without being responsible to the legislative Council.  

This dual scheme of governance was known as ‘dyarchy’. 
 
2) Which Act enabled the Governor General to associate representatives of the Indian People with the work of 

legislation by nominating them to his expanded council?  
a) Government of India Act, 1858  
b) Indian Councils Act, 1861 
c) Indian Councils Act, 1892  
d) Government of India Act, 1935  
 
Solution: b) 

 
Indian Councils Act, 1861, made a beginning of representative institutions by associating Indians with the law-
making process. It thus provided that the viceroy should nominate some Indians as non-official members of his 
expanded council.  
In 1862, Lord Canning, the then viceroy, nominated three Indians to his legislative council—the Raja of Benaras, 
the Maharaja of Patiala and Sir Dinkar Rao. 
 
3) Consider the following statements.  
 1. Political equality of citizens refers to equal voting rights and equal eligibility for public offices. 
 2. A democracy can exist without a written constitution. 
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
Political equality of citizens refers to equal voting rights, equal eligibility for public offices etc. In a sense, it is one 
man, one vote as per BR Ambedkar.  
A democracy can exist without a written constitution. Britain is the best example. 

 
4) With reference to Right to Constitutional Remedies guaranteed under Article 32, consider the following 

statements: 
 1. Fundamental rights and other statutory rights can be enforced under Article 32. 
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 2. Article 32 cannot be invoked to determine the constitutionality of an executive order or a legislation 
unless it directly infringes on any Fundamental Rights. 
 3. The Supreme Court has both exclusive and original jurisdiction in case of enforcement of Fundamental 
Rights. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2 only 
 d) 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 

• The Supreme Court has ruled that Article 32 is a basic feature of the Constitution. Hence, it cannot be 
abridged or taken away even by way of an amendment to the Constitution. 

• Only the Fundamental Rights guaranteed by the Constitution can be enforced under Article 32 and not any 
other right like non-fundamental constitutional rights, statutory rights, customary rights and so on. 

• In case of the enforcement of Fundamental Rights, the jurisdiction of the Supreme Court is original but not 
exclusive. It is concurrent with the jurisdiction of the high court under Article 226. 

• Article 32 cannot be invoked simply to determine the constitutionality of an executive order or a legislation 
unless it directly infringes any of the fundamental rights. 

 
5) The right to form co-operative societies is a fundamental right under ________ of the Constitution of India.  

a) Article 14 
b) Article 19  
c) Article 21 
d) Article 25 
 
Solution: b) 
 

The 97th constitutional amendment act gave a constitutional status and protection to cooperative societies and 
made the following changes in the constitution: 

• It made the right to form co-operative societies a fundamental right (Article 19). 

• It included a new Directive Principle of State Policy on promotion of co-operative societies (Article 43-B). 

• It added a new Part IX-B in the Constitution which is entitled “The Co-operative Societies”.   
 
 

 

2. Geography 
 
1) Consider the following statements. 
 1. Sea floor spreading is caused by the constant volcanic eruptions at the ocean floor. 

2. The ocean crust rocks are older than the continental rocks. 
 3. The deep trenches have deep-seated earthquake occurrences while in the mid-oceanic ridge areas, the 
quake foci have shallow depths.  
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1 only 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
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Constant eruptions at the crest of oceanic ridges cause the rupture of the oceanic crust and the new lava 
wedges into it, pushing the oceanic crust on either side. The ocean floor, thus spreads, known as sea floor 
spreading. 
 
Sea floor spreading is verified using these phenomena: 

• It was realised that all along the mid-oceanic ridges, volcanic eruptions are common and they bring huge 
amounts of lava to the surface in this area. The sediments on the ocean floor are unexpectedly very thin. 

• The age of the rocks increases as one moves away from the crest. 

• The ocean crust rocks are much younger than the continental rocks. 

• The sediments on the ocean floor are unexpectedly very thin. 

• The deep trenches have deep-seated earthquake occurrences while in the mid-oceanic ridge areas, the 
quake foci have shallow depths. It means lava is in close vicinity. 

 
2) Consider the following statements regarding Anticyclones. 
 1. Anticyclone is a large atmospheric circulation system with the wind flowing clockwise around them in 
the Southern Hemisphere and counter-clockwise in the Northern Hemisphere.  
 2. Cloudy conditions and precipitation exists at the periphery of anticyclones.  
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
An anti-cyclone — also known as a high pressure area — is a large atmospheric circulation system with the wind 
flowing clockwise around it in the Northern Hemisphere, and counter-clockwise in the Southern Hemisphere.  
 
Cloudy conditions and precipitation exists at the periphery of anticyclones.  
 
3) Consider the following statements regarding Archean rock system in India. 
 1. Archean rock system is the youngest of all the rock systems. 
 2. It is found in Aravalli Mountains, Deccan peninsula and some parts of north east India. 
 3. These rocks have abundant metallic and non-metallic minerals such as iron, copper and manganese. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2, 3 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
It is found in Aravali Mountains, two-thirds of the Deccan peninsula and some parts of north east.  
These rocks have abundant metallic and non-metallic minerals such as iron, copper, manganese, bauxite, lead, 
zinc, gold, silver, tin, tungsten, mica, asbestos, graphite, etc. 
These are the oldest followed by Dharwar rocks. Tertiary rocks are the youngest.  
 
4) Which of the following factors leads to the winter rainfall in Northern India in Punjab and Haryana? 
 a) Anti cyclonic circulation patterns in Northern India in winter 
 b) Northeast monsoon crossing over the Bay of Bengal 
 c) Arrival of weak temperate cyclones from the Mediterranean Sea 
 d) All of the above 
 
 Solution: c) 
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A Western Disturbance is an extra-tropical storm originating in the Mediterranean region that brings sudden 
winter rain to the north-western parts of the Indian subcontinent. It is a non-monsoonal precipitation pattern 
driven by the westerlies. The moisture in these storms usually originates over the Mediterranean Sea and the 
Atlantic Ocean 
Western Disturbances are important for the development of the Rabi crop, which includes the locally important 
staple wheat.  
 
5) Consider the followings statements. 
 1. Atmospheric pressure is caused due to the weight of the overlying atmosphere. 
 2. Isobars that are widely spaced apart indicate strong winds or a high-pressure gradient. 

3. Coriolis force determines that moving air masses in the northern hemisphere and southern hemisphere 
deflect in exactly the same direction. 
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 3 only 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Atmospheric Pressure: force exerted by the weight of the air. Atmospheric pressure is defined as the force per 
unit area exerted against a surface by the weight of the air molecules above that surface. 
 
Isobars are imaginary lines that connect points of equal atmospheric pressure on a given day. Pressure gradient 
force is what determines the strength of winds. 
Isobars that are widely spaced apart indicate gently blowing winds (pressure gradient force is low). 
Isobars that are closely spaced together indicate strong winds (high pressure gradient). 
 

 
 
The Coriolis force, caused by the spin of the Earth, determines that moving air masses in the northern 
hemisphere deflect to the right. It is the opposite in the southern hemisphere.  
 
6) Consider the following statements. 
 1. The convection currents of air expand the thickness of the troposphere. 
 2. The rotation of the earth causes centrifugal force which is strongest near the equator and pushes the 
atmosphere to greater heights.  
 3. The thickness of the troposphere also varies with season.  
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
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 Solution: d) 
 
The troposphere is thicker at the equator than at the poles because the equator is warmer. The convection 
currents of air expand the thickness of the troposphere (atmosphere).  
Thus, the simple reason is thermal expansion of the atmosphere at the equator and thermal contraction near the 
poles. 
Also, the rotation of the earth causes centrifugal force which is strongest near the equator and pushes the 
atmosphere to greater heights.  
The thickness of the troposphere also varies with season. The troposphere is thicker in the summer and thinner 
in the winter all around the planet.  
At the poles in winter, the atmosphere is uniformly very cold and the troposphere cannot be distinguished from 
other layers. 
 
7) The location of the thermal equator is not identical to that of the geographic Equator because of which of the 

following factors? 
 a) The bulge around the equator 
 b) Level of insolation received in different hemispheres of the earth 
 c) Tropospheric convection 
 d) Continentality 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
The location of the thermal equator is not identical to that of the geographic Equator.  
This is not due to the level of insolation received in both hemispheres. They are virtually equal.  
What creates the difference is the distribution of land and water that causes changes in the way heat is 
distributed and transported across the planets.  
Land dominated areas will tend to have a large variation in temperature and a higher average temperature under 
the same conditions (as compared to a water dominated area).  
Thus, the thermal equator lies a bit north of the geographical equator.  
 
8) Consider the following statements. 
 1. Metallic minerals are generally found in igneous and metamorphic rock formations. 

2. Sedimentary rock formations and young fold mountains are known for containing non-metallic 
minerals. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Generally, metallic minerals are found in igneous and metamorphic rock formations that form large plateaus. 
Iron-ore in north Sweden, copper and nickel deposits in Ontario, Canada, iron, nickel, chromites and platinum in 
South Africa are examples of minerals found in igneous and metamorphic rocks. 
 
Sedimentary rock formations of plains and young fold mountains contain non-metallic minerals like limestone. 
Limestone deposits of Caucasus region of France, manganese deposits of Georgia and Ukraine and phosphate 
beds of Algeria are some examples. Mineral fuels such as coal and petroleum are also found in the sedimentary 
strata. 
 
9) Culturable waste land is a category of land use in India which means the land 
 a) Has the potential to be used for agriculture but is not being used for cultural reasons 
 b) Is used only once in an agricultural season and rest of the time as pasture lands 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/


INSTA STATIC QUIZ 

www.insightsonindia.com                           8                                                                                  

 c) Is left uncultivated for more than five agricultural years 
 d) Has not been sown more than once during periods of drought 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Culturable Waste Land: This includes land available for cultivation, whether taken up or not taken up for 
cultivation once, but not cultivated during the last five years or more in succession including the current year for 
some reason or the other. 
 
10) Consider the following statements. 

1. About 80 per cent of the coal deposits in India is of bituminous type and is of non-coking grade. 
2. Lignite type of coal is located in Nyveli, Tamil Nadu. 
3. Jharia coal field is located in Odisha. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
Coal is a one of the important minerals which is mainly used in the generation of thermal power and smelting of 
iron ore. Coal occurs in rock sequences mainly of two geological ages, namely Gondwana and tertiary deposits. 
  
About 80 per cent of the coal deposits in India is of bituminous type and is of non-coking grade.  
Jharia Coalfield is a large coal field located in the east of India in Jharia, Jharkhand. Jharia is the largest coal field 
followed by Raniganj.  
Besides, the brown coal or lignite occur in the coastal areas of Tamil Nadu (Nyveli), Puducherry, Gujarat and 
Jammu and Kashmir.  
 
11) Consider the following statements. 
 1. Collision junction between continental and continental crust often heats underground water resources. 
 2. Geysers can be found in most of the continental and continental collision region. 
 3. In hot springs, water comes out of Earth’s surface without any intense pressure. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
Collision junction between continental and continental crust often heats underground water resources. It is 
called as geothermal energy.  
Geothermal energy normally takes two forms: Geysers and Hot springs.  
 
In geysers, flow of hot water is obstructed by underground rock; so, due to intense pressure and heat, it gushes 
like a fountain. However, in hot springs, water comes out of Earth’s surface without any pressure.  
Geysers can be found only in a few regions of the world. e.g.: Hot geysers in Yellow stone national park, U.S.A.  
 
Hot springs can be found in most of the continental and continental collision region. e.g.: Manikaran in Parvati 
valley of Himalayas. 
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12)  The iron catastrophe was a postulated major event early in the history of Earth. It refers to  
 a) Large-scale homogenisation of concentrated iron deposits due to repeated ice ages 
 b) Erosion of minerals from Earth’s crust due to solar winds 
 c) Sinking of iron to the centre of Earth, leading to an overall restructuring 
 d) None of the above 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
The original accretion of Earth’s material into a spherical mass is thought to have resulted in a relatively uniform 
composition.  
• While residual heat from the collision of the material that formed Earth was significant, heating from 
radioactive materials in this mass gradually increased the temperature until a critical condition was reached.  
• As material became molten enough to allow movement, the denser iron and nickel, evenly distributed 
throughout the mass, began to migrate to the centre of the planet to form the core.  
• Proceeding slowly at first, it sped up to catastrophic proportions – hence it is called the iron catastrophe.  
• It was the iron catastrophe that set up the overall structure of Earth. 
 
13) Consider the following statements. 
 1. Earth’s uppermost layer is the crust, which is the thinnest of all the layers. 
 2. Continental crust is less dense than ocean crust as the latter is made of basaltic rocks. 
 3. The innermost core of Earth is made only of molten iron. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
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Just like an onion, Earth is made up of several concentric layers with one inside another. Earth’s uppermost layer 
is the crust, which is the thinnest of all the layers. On the continental masses, it is about 35 km and on the ocean 
floors only 5km.  
 
Silica and alumina are the main minerals that constitute the continental mass, and are called sial (si, silica; al, 
alumina). Silica and magnesium are the main minerals that constitute the oceanic crust, and are called sima (si, 
silica; ma, magnesium).  
 
Continental crust is less denser than ocean crust as the latter is made of basaltic rocks.  
Core constitutes the innermost layer. Its radius is about 3500 km. Nickel and iron constitute the core, and it is 
called nife (ni, nickel; fe, ferrous, i.e. iron). The temperature and pressure at the central core are very high. It is 
the molten iron in core which gave rise to magnetic field of Earth. 
 
14) Consider the following statements regarding Endogenic Forces. 
 1. Endogenic forces are those internal forces which derive their strength from the earth’s interior.  

2. Endogenic forces are mainly land wearing forces. 
 3. The energy generated by radioactivity, rotational and tidal friction force emanating from within the 
earth is the main force behind endogenic geomorphic processes.  
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
Endogenic Forces 

• Endogenic forces are those internal forces which derive their strength from the earth’s interior and play a 
crucial role in shaping the earth crust. 

• Examples – mountain building forces, continent building forces, earthquakes, volcanism etc. 

• The endogenic forces are mainly land building forces. The energy emanating from within the earth is the 
main force behind endogenic geomorphic processes. This energy is mostly generated by radioactivity, 
rotational and tidal friction and primordial heat from the origin of the earth. 

 
Exogenic Forces 

• Exogenic forces are those forces which derive their strength from the earth’s exterior or are originated within 
the earth’s atmosphere. 

• Examples of forces – the wind, waves, water etc. 

• Examples of exogenic processes – weathering, mass movement, erosion, deposition. 

• Exogenic forces are mainly land wearing forces. 
 
15) Consider the following statements regarding Paleomagnetism. 
 1. Paleomagnetism is the study of the record of the earth’s magnetic field with the help of magnetic fields 
recorded in rocks, sediment, or archaeological materials. 
 2. Rocks formed from underwater volcanic activity are mainly basaltic which makes up most of the ocean 
floor. 
 3. Paleomagnetic studies of rocks have demonstrated that the orientation of the earth’s magnetic field 
has frequently alternated over geologic time.  
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
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 Solution: d) 
 

• Paleomagnetism is the study of the record of the earth’s magnetic field with the help of magnetic fields 
recorded in rocks, sediment, or archaeological materials. 

• The polarity of the Earth’s magnetic field and magnetic field reversals are thus detectable by studying the 
rocks of different ages. 

• Rocks formed from underwater volcanic activity are mainly basaltic (low silica, iron-rich) which makes up 
most of the ocean floor. 

• Basalt contains magnetic minerals, and as the rock is solidifying, these minerals align themselves in the 
direction of the magnetic field. This locks in a record of which way the magnetic field was positioned at the 
time. 

• Paleomagnetic studies of rocks have demonstrated that the orientation of the earth’s magnetic field 
has frequently alternated (geomagnetic reversal) over geologic time. Paleomagnetism led the revival of the 
continental drift hypothesis and its transformation into theories of Sea Floor Spreading and Plate Tectonics. 

 
16) From the theory of continental drift, the forces behind the drifting of continents are:  

1. Tidal force  
2. Gravitational force 

 3. Pole-fleeing force 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 3 
 b) 2, 3 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
The first detailed theory of continental drift was proposed by Alfred Wegener in 1912. With the help of large 
geologic and paleontological data, Wegener put forward that throughout most of geologic time period, there was 
only one continent, that is called Pangea. In the Triassic Period, Pangea got fragmented, and the parts began to 
separate and move from one another. 
According to Wegener, the drift was in two directions:  
1. Equatorwards due to the interaction of forces of gravity, pole-fleeing force (due to centrifugal force caused 
by Earth’s rotation) and buoyancy, and  
2. Westwards due to tidal currents and this is because of Earth’s motion (According to Wegener, since Earth 
rotates from west to east, the tidal currents act from east to west). 
 
Wegener suggested that tidal force (gravitational pull of Moon and to a lesser extent, Sun) also played a major 
role.  
• The polar-fleeing force relates to the rotation of Earth. The shape of Earth is not a perfect sphere; there is a 
bulge at the equator. The rotation of Earth causes this bulge.  
 
17) Consider the following statements regarding the theory of Plate tectonics. 
 1. It is another name for the theory of continental drift. 

2. It is the theory that Earth’s outer shell is divided into several plates that glide over the mantle. 
 3. It discards the conventional geological view that there is convectional current flowing in the mantle.  
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2 only 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
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• The plates act like a hard and rigid shell compared to Earth’s mantle. This strong outer layer is called 
lithosphere.  

• Plate tectonics is the modern version of continental drift, a theory first proposed by scientist Alfred Wegener 
in 1912. Wegener didn’t have an explanation for how continents could move around the planet, but 
researchers do now.  

• Plate tectonics is thus said to be the unifying theory of geology.  

• The driving force behind plate tectonics is convection in the mantle. Hot material near Earth’s core rises, and 
colder mantle rock sinks. In terms of analogy, it is kind of a pot boiling on a stove.  

• The convection drives plate tectonics through a combination of pushing and spreading apart at mid-ocean 
ridges and pulling and sinking downwards at subduction zones.  

 
18) Which of the following oceanic regions is primarily the site of generation of new crust, hosting mineral 

resources and supporting unique ecosystems?  
 a)  Continental shelf 
 b) Continental rise 
 c) Mid-oceanic ridges 
 d) Littoral region 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
The Mid-Ocean Ridge system forms the most extensive chain of mountains on Earth, with more than 90% of the 
mountain range lying in the deep ocean – with a total length of about 60,000km.  
Mid-ocean ridges are geologically important because they occur along divergent plate boundaries, where new 
ocean floor is created as Earth’s tectonic plates spread apart. As the plates separate, some molten rock rises to 
the seafloor, producing enormous volcanic eruptions of basalt, and building the longest chain of volcanoes in the 
world. Because most of these eruptions occur deep under the water, they often go unnoticed.  
 
19) Which of the following factors contributes to the evolution of landforms on Earth?  
 1. Frost action 
 2. Growth and decay of vegetation 
 3. Movement of magma within Earth 
 4. Erosion and deposition 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 3 
 b) 2, 3, 4 
 c) 1, 3, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
 
Movement of magma within Earth causes plate movements (tectonics), results in volcanic eruptions and is 
therefore a significant factor in the evolution of landforms on Earth.  
 
If vegetation cover is high, it protects the surface from rain splash as root mass is sufficient to stabilise the 
materials on the slope. Even surface run-off becomes less effective in carving out landforms in areas where there 
is dense vegetation, since there is little scope for soil erosion.  
 
Erosion and deposition: For example, all the plains are the result of active erosion and deposition by water. 
 
Frost action: When water freezes to ice, its volume increases. Under specific circumstances, this expansion is able 
to displace or fracture rocks where water exists in its pores. Repeated frost action thus weathers (breaks) the 
rocks.  
• In some mountains, there are permanently frozen rivers of ice. They are called glaciers. Glaciers move at a very 
slow rate. When they do, they erode the soil beneath them. 
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20) Consider the following statements regarding Seafloor spreading. 

1. Seafloor spreading is the result of mantle convection. 
 2. Seafloor spreading helps explain continental drift in the theory of plate tectonics.  

3. Seafloor spreading occurs at both convergent and divergent plate boundaries. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
Seafloor spreading is a geologic process in which tectonic plates—large slabs of Earth's lithosphere—split apart 
from each other. 
Seafloor spreading and other tectonic activity processes are the result of mantle convection. Mantle 
convection is the slow, churning motion of Earth’s mantle. Convection currents carry heat from the lower mantle 
and core to the lithosphere. Convection currents also “recycle” lithospheric materials back to the mantle. 
Seafloor spreading occurs at divergent plate boundaries. As tectonic plates slowly move away from each other, 
heat from the mantle’s convection currents makes the crust more plastic and less dense. The less-dense material 
rises, often forming a mountain or elevated area of the seafloor. 
 
Seafloor spreading helps explain continental drift in the theory of plate tectonics.  
 
21) Consider the following statements regarding Earthquakes and Volcano.  

1. Earthquake normally occurs along with the volcanoes.  
2. Volcanoes are one of the best sources of sulphur.  
3. Volcanoes occur only where ocean crust collides with continental crust.  

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1, 3  
b) 2, 3  
c) 1, 2  
d) 1, 2, 3  

 
Solution: c) 

 
Earth quakes are usually associated with volcanoes, since both are related to plate movements.  
Volcanoes can also happen with ocean-ocean crust collision. Best example is South East Asian Archipelago.  
Volcanoes are one of the best sources of sulphur.  

 
22) Factors that largely affect temperature at a particular region include 
 1. Distance of the region from poles or equator 

2. Circulation of planetary and local winds 
3. Movement of Ocean waves 

 4. Altitude and terrain of the place 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 3 
 b) 1, 2, 4 
 c) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 d) 2, 3, 4 
 
 Solution: b) 
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Water moves ahead from one place to another through ocean currents while the water in the waves does not 
move, but the wave trains move ahead. If water is not moved from one place to the other, there is no circulation 
of temperature, nutrients, water density or salinity. 

 
23) Which of the following are the reasons that can be attributed to the frequent landslides and debris 

avalanches in Himalayan region? 
 1. The Himalayas are tectonically stable. 
 2. The slopes are very steep. 
 3. They are mostly made up of sedimentary rocks and unconsolidated deposits. 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 3 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
The reasons that can be attributed to the frequent landslides and debris avalanches in Himalayan region are 
(i) The Himalayas are tectonically active. Thus, tectonically unstable. 
(ii) They are mostly made up of sedimentary rocks and unconsolidated and semi-consolidated deposits. 
(iii) The slopes are very steep.  

 
24) The Equator receives comparatively less insolation than the tropics, despite Sun being overhead throughout 

the year at the equator. This is due to 
 a) Heavy cloudiness that reduces the amount of solar insolation at the equator 
 b) Enhanced Greenhouse effect at the equator 
 c) Absence of Coriolis force at the equator 
 d) Intense jet streams along the equator which reduces the solar insolation 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
Generally, at the same latitude the insolation is more over the continent than over the oceans, because oceans 
are cloudier due to greater evaporation. 
Similarly, in equator, evaporation is high, cloudiness is high and rains are frequent. Clouds reflect incoming 
solar insolation and send it back to space. 

 
25) Consider the following statements.  

1. The air pressure is highest at sea level and decreases with height. 
 2. In nature, the air always moves from high pressure areas to low pressure areas. 
 3. Low pressure systems are usually characterized by dry and settled weather. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
Air pressure is defined as the pressure exerted by the weight of air on the earth’s surface. As we go up the layers 
of atmosphere, the pressure falls rapidly. 
 
In areas where temperature is high the air gets heated and rises. This creates a low-pressure area. Low pressure 
is associated with cloudy skies and wet weather. 
•In areas having lower temperature, the air is cold. It is therefore heavy.  
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•Heavy air sinks and creates a high pressure area. High pressure is associated with clear and sunny skies. 
•In nature, the air always moves from high pressure areas to low pressure areas. 

 
26) Which of the following is/are the major source regions of air masses?  
 1. Warm tropical and subtropical oceans  
 2. Subtropical hot deserts  
 3. Permanently ice-covered continents in the Arctic and Antarctica  
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
Air acquires the characteristics of the area if it remains over that area for a sufficiently long time. The distinctive 
characteristics of air in terms of humidity and temperature is called an airmass.  
Classification of air masses according to the source regions. These are:  

• Warm tropical and subtropical oceans;  

• Subtropical hot deserts;  

• Relatively cold high latitude oceans;  

• Very cold snow-covered continents in high latitudes;  

• Permanently ice-covered continents in the Arctic and Antarctica.  
 
27) Air closer to Earth’s surface is heavier because of  
 a) Higher air pressure in stratosphere 
 b) Jet air circulation in upper atmosphere 
 c) Gravitational forces acting on air 
 d) Cloudiness near equator and poles 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Atmospheric pressure is caused by the weight of the atmosphere pushing down on itself and on the surface 
below it.  
Atmospheric pressure decreases with height above the surface of a planet because there is less total mass in the 
atmosphere above a reference point as the height of the reference point increases.  
This is explained by the heaviness of air closer to Earth. Air is heaviest at sea level because the air molecules are 
pressed together due to gravity. 
 
28) Which of the following factors is not connected with the planetary wind system?  
 1. Earth’s rotation on its axis 
 2. Latitudinal variation of solar insolation and heating 
 3. Migration of the pressure belts due to apparent path of Sun 
Select the correct answer code: 

a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) 3 only 
 d) All of the statements are connected with the planetary wind system 
 
 Solution: d) 
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The general distribution of winds throughout the lower atmosphere is known as planetary winds. Confined within 
some latitudinal belts, these winds blow rather regularly throughout the year and are basically controlled by the 
latitudinal pressure belts.  
The main planetary winds are  
(i) the North-east and the South-east Trade winds,  
(ii) the Temperate Westerlies and  
(iii) the Polar Easterlies, which blow from the polar high-pressure area to the temperate low-pressure area.  
All of them are affected by Coriolis force (Earth’s rotation on its axis), and migration of pressure belts apart from 
how heat patterns vary across Earth (creating difference in pressure). 
 
29) Consider the following statements regarding trade winds. 
 1. The trade winds are those blowing from the equatorial low-pressure belt towards the sub-tropical high-
pressure areas. 
 2. These are confined to a region between 30°N and 30°S throughout Earth’s surface. 
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
Trade Winds  

• The trade winds are those blowing from the sub-tropical high-pressure areas towards the equatorial low-
pressure belt.  

• Trade winds are restricted to a region between 30°N and 30°S throughout Earth’s surface.  

• They flow in the northern hemisphere as the north-eastern trades and the in the southern hemisphere as the 
south-eastern trades.  

• The trade winds from two hemispheres meet at the equator, and due to convergence, they rise and cause 
heavy rainfall. 

 

 
 
30) The major prevailing wind type resulting in hot desert landscape is  
 a) Westerlies that blow throughout the year  
 b) South-westerly winds throughout the year 
 c) Light and variable winds in summer 
 d) North-east trade wind throughout the year   
 
 Solution: d) 
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31) Consider the following statements regarding cyclones and anticyclones. 

1. Cyclones originate at the area of low pressure, while anticyclones originate at high pressure 
area. 
 2. Both cyclones and anticyclones are associated with clouds, rain and thunderstorms. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
A cyclone, commonly known as a low, is an area of low pressure where air masses meet and rise. An anticyclone, 
commonly known as a high, is an area of high pressure where air moves apart and sinks. 
 
Cyclone typically indicates bad weather, like rain and clouds whereas anticyclone indicates fair weather. 
 
32) Consider the following statements. 
 1. Normally, cyclones weaken upon entering land. 
 2. When cyclones come under the influence of western disturbances, it can retain its intensity even after 
entering land. 
 3. The Bay of Bengal and the Arabian Sea generate around one-fourth of the world’s cyclones.  
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
Most cyclones are forced to weaken post landfall as they detach from the sea. 
 
Cyclones are formed between the tropics while western disturbances are formed in the mid-latitudes. When 
the two interact, they influence each other. When cyclones come under the influence of western disturbances, it 
can retain its intensity even after entering land. 
 
Cyclone Tauktae in 2021 came under the influence of western disturbances, it slowed down as it was crossing 
over to land. This slow progress over the coast ensured that the cyclone continued to get sufficient moisture 
supply from the sea. Hence it did not weaken, but rather retained its intensity even 24 hours after coming over 
land. 
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The Bay of Bengal and the Arabian Sea generate only 7 per cent of the world’s cyclones. However, their impact 
are huge as some of the most densely populated regions of the world, including some mega-cities, are 
susceptible. 

 
33) Places in the mountains are usually cooler than places on the plains due to the presence of  

a) Leeward wind flow on the mountains 
b) Moisture-laden winds on the mountains  
c) Thin air on the mountains  
d) All of the above 
 
Solution: c)  

 
Temperature decreases with height. Due to thin air, places in the mountains are cooler than places on the 
plains. For example, Agra and Darjiling are located on the same latitude, but temperature of January in Agra is 
16°C whereas it is only 4°C in Darjiling. 
 
34) Why are the western slopes of the Western Ghats covered with thick forests and not the eastern slopes? 

1. Eastern side falls in rain shadow zone 
2. Soil in eastern slope cannot support vegetation due to absence of nutrients. 
3. No protected forests exist on the eastern slopes. 

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 1, 2  
b) 1 only 
c) 1, 3  
d) 2, 3 
 
Solution: b) 

 
When moisture laden winds cause rainfall in western slopes, upon moving to eastern sides they lose much of 
their moisture. Rainfall is less, and thus vegetation is less thick at eastern slopes.  
Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve extends to Eastern Slopes. 
 
35) Consider the following statements regarding the role played by tropical cyclones on regional and global 

climate. 
 1. They can often bring intense rainfall to drought prone regions.   
 2. They carry heat energy away from the tropics and transport it toward temperate latitudes.  
 3. They also act as the earth's filter system by cleansing the air of toxins and pollutants out of the 
atmosphere.   
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
Tropical cyclones can relieve drought conditions as they often carry moisture laden winds.  
In addition to strong winds and rain, tropical cyclones are capable of generating high waves, damaging storm 
surge, and tornadoes.  
They typically weaken rapidly over and where they are cut off from their primary energy source. For this reason, 
coastal regions are particularly vulnerable to damage from a tropical cyclone as compared to inland regions.  
Heavy rains however, can cause significant flooding inland, and storm surges can produce extensive coastal 
flooding up to 25 miles from the coastline.  
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They also carry heat energy away from the tropics and transport it toward temperate latitudes, because they 
are large wind systems that absorb the frontal conditions of the area they flow in.   
Finally, due to the high speed they blow in, they also act as the earth's filter system by cleansing the air of toxins 
and pollutants out of the atmosphere.   

 
36) Consider the following statements regarding ocean temperature distribution. 
 1. Thermocline layer is characterised by rapid decrease in temperature with increasing depth. 
 2. In the Arctic and Antarctic circles, only one layer of cold water exists, which extends from surface to 
deep ocean floor. 
 3. The oceans in the southern hemisphere record relatively higher temperature than in the northern 
hemisphere.  
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 3 
 b) 2, 3 
 c) 1, 2 
 d) 1 only 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
The thermocline layer lies below the first layer and is characterised by rapid decrease in temperature with 
increasing depth. 
 
In the Arctic and Antarctic circles, the surface water temperatures are close to 0° C and so the temperature 
change with the depth is very slight. Here, only one layer of cold water exists, which extends from surface to 
deep ocean floor. 
 
The oceans in the northern hemisphere record relatively higher temperature than in the southern hemisphere. 
The highest temperature is not recorded at the equator but slightly towards north of it. 

 
37) Which of the following explains why one side of a mountain usually has more precipitation than the other 

side? 
 a) The atmosphere gets denser as elevation increases 
 b) Temperatures are higher on one side of a mountain than on the other 
 c) The land on one side is greener and lusher than the other 
 d) Mountains force air to rise, and air cools and releases moisture as it rises 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
Mountains also cause air to rise. As the wind blows across a mountain range, air rises and cools and clouds can 
form on the windward side. This is why windward sides of mountain ranges tend to get heavy precipitation. 
When the air sinks on the leeward side of the mountain range, it is usually much drier and warmer than it was to 
begin with. 

 
38) Consider the following statements regarding Tropical Thorn Forests. 
 1. Tropical thorn forests occur in the areas which receive rainfall less than 50 cm. 
 2. Important species found here are mahua, amla, semul and kusum. 
 3. In these forests, plants remain leafless for most part of the year. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
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 Solution: b) 
 
Tropical thorn forests occur in the areas which receive rainfall less than 50 cm. These consist of a variety of 
grasses and shrubs. It includes semi-arid areas of south west Punjab, Haryana, Rajasthan, Gujarat, Madhya 
Pradesh and Uttar Pradesh. In these forests, plants remain leafless for most part of the year and give an 
expression of scrub vegetation. 
Important species found are babool, ber, and wild date palm, khair, neem, khejri, palas, etc. Tussocky grass 
grows upto a height of 2 m as the under growth. 
 
Mahua, amla, semul, kusum are the main species of Moist deciduous forests. 

 
39) Consider the following statements regarding Mountains. 

1. Block Mountains are created when large areas are broken and displaced vertically.  
2. The uplifted blocks are termed as graben and the lowered blocks are called horsts.  
3. The Aravalli range in India is one of the oldest block mountain systems in the world.  

Which of the above statements is/are incorrect?  
a) 1 only  
b) 1, 2  
c) 2, 3  
d) 1, 3  

 
 Solution: c) 
 
There are three types of mountains- Fold Mountains, Block Mountains and the Volcanic Mountains. The 
Himalayan Mountains and the Alps are young fold mountains with rugged relief and high conical peaks. The 
Aravalli range in India is one of the oldest fold mountain systems in the world. The range has considerably worn 
down due to the processes of erosion. The Appalachians in North America and the Ural mountains in Russia have 
rounded features and low elevation. They are very old fold mountains.  
Block Mountains are created when large areas are broken and displaced vertically. The uplifted blocks are 
termed as horsts and the lowered blocks are called graben. The Rhine valley and the Vosges Mountain in Europe 
are examples of such mountain systems. 

 
40) Consider the following statements regarding Dew point. 

1. Dew point is the temperature at which the atmosphere is saturated with water vapour. 
2. The dew point gives an indication of the humidity. 
3. A higher dew point means there will be less moisture in the air. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 3 
 b) 2, 3 
 c) 1, 2 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Dew point, the temperature at which the atmosphere is saturated with water vapour, when it is cooled without 
changing its pressure or vapour content. A given volume of air containing much water vapour has a higher dew 
point than the same volume of drier air; thus, the dew point gives an indication of the humidity. In meteorology 
the dew point is applied, for example, in predicting the height of the base of certain types of clouds. A higher dew 
point means there will be more moisture in the air. 
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3. Economy 
 
1) Consider the following statements. 
 1. Fiat money do not have intrinsic value like a gold or silver coin. 
 2. Fiat money cannot be refused by any citizen of the country for settlement of any kind of transaction.  
 3. Cheques drawn on savings or current accounts are considered as legal tenders. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 2, 3 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
Every currency note bears on its face a promise from the Governor of RBI that if someone produces the note to 
RBI, or any other commercial bank, RBI will be responsible for giving the person purchasing power equal to the 
value printed on the note. Currency notes and coins are therefore called fiat money. They do not have intrinsic 
value like a gold or silver coin. They are also called legal tenders as they cannot be refused by any citizen of the 
country for settlement of any kind of transaction. 
  
Cheques drawn on savings or current accounts, however, can be refused by anyone as a mode of payment. 
Hence, demand deposits are not legal tenders. 
 
2) Which of the following components are included while calculating GDP? 
 1. All consumption, investment, and payments made by the government for current use. 

2. Spending on purchases of fixed assets and unsold stock by private businesses. 
3. The value of the consumption of goods and services acquired and consumed by the country’s 
households. 
4. Net exports 

Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 3  
 b) 1, 3, 4 
 c) 2, 3, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
Calculating GDP includes adding together private consumption or consumer spending, government spending, 
capital spending by businesses, and net exports—exports minus imports. Here’s a brief overview of each 
component:  

• Consumption: The value of the consumption of goods and services acquired and consumed by the country’s 
households. This accounts for the largest part of GDP 

• Government Spending: All consumption, investment, and payments made by the government for current 
use 

• Capital Spending by Businesses: Spending on purchases of fixed assets and unsold stock by private 
businesses 

• Net Exports: Represents the country’s balance of trade (BOT), where a positive number bumps up the GDP as 
country exports more than it imports, and vice versa 

 
3) Consider the following statements regarding Gross national product (GNP). 
 1. GNP is the value of all finished goods and services owned by a country’s residents over a period of 
time.  
 2. While GDP limits its interpretation of the economy to the geographical borders of the country, GNP 
extends it to include the net overseas economic activities performed by its nationals.  
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Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Gross domestic product (GDP) is the value of a nation’s finished domestic goods and services during a specific 
time period. A related but different metric, the gross national product (GNP), is the value of all finished goods 
and services owned by a country’s residents over a period of time.  
 
While GDP limits its interpretation of the economy to the geographical borders of the country, GNP extends it 
to include the net overseas economic activities performed by its nationals.  
 
4) Depreciation in the value of the national currency will likely benefit which of the following? 
 1. Foreign borrowers who owe the debt from a domestic bank in domestic currency. 
 2. Importers from the country  
 3. Exporters from the country  
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 3 
 b) 3 only 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
Imports become expensive because now the same value of local currency and can buy less of foreign currency.  
Exports become more competitive (beneficial to domestic exporters) because now foreign buyers will find it easy 
to buy domestic goods.  
Foreign borrowers who owe the debt from a domestic bank in domestic currency will benefit because now they 
need to pay less in terms of their original borrowing which was in foreign currency.  
 
5) Which of the following institutions were established under Bretton Woods Conference? 

1. World Bank 
2. International Monetary Fund (IMF) 
3. European Bank for Reconstruction and Development 
4. World Trade Organization 

Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 2, 3 
 c) 1, 2, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
The Bretton Woods System: The Bretton Woods Conference held in 1944 set up the International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) and the World Bank and re-established a system of fixed exchange rates.  
 
6) Consider the following statements regarding Special Economic Zones (SEZs). 
 1. Special Economic Zones (SEZs) are geographically delineated ‘enclaves’ in which regulations and 
practices related to business and trade differ from the rest of the country. 
 2. The SEZ Act 2005 envisages key role for the State Governments in Export Promotion and creation of 
related infrastructure. 
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 3. Prior to their introduction, India relied on export processing zones (EPZs) which failed to make an 
impact on foreign investors. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2, 3 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
Special Economic Zones (SEZs) are geographically delineated ‘enclaves’ in which regulations and practices 
related to business and trade differ from the rest of the country and therefore all the units therein enjoy special 
privileges. 
 
The basic idea of SEZs emerges from the fact that, while it might be very difficult to dramatically improve 
infrastructure and business environment of the overall economy ‘overnight’, SEZs can be built in a much shorter 
time, and they can work as efficient enclaves to solve these problems. 
 
SEZs were introduced to India in 2000, following the already successful SEZ model used in China. Prior to their 
introduction, India relied on export processing zones (EPZs) which failed to make an impact on foreign 
investors. By 2005, all EPZs had been converted to SEZs.  

 
7) Reciprocal trade agreements (RTAs) include: 
 1. Free trade agreements 
 2. Preferential arrangements 
 3. Common markets 
 4. Customs unions 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2, 3 
 b) 1, 2, 4 
 c) 2, 3, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
Countries use bilateral/regional trade agreements to increase market access and expand trade in foreign markets. 
These agreements are called reciprocal trade agreements (RTAs) because members grant special advantages to 
each other. 
 
RTAs include many types of agreements, such as preferential arrangements, free trade agreements, customs 
unions, and common markets, in which members agree to open their markets to each other’s exports by 
lowering trade barriers. 

 
8) Consider the following statements regarding Open market operations. 
 1. Open market operations are conducted by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) with an objective to adjust 
the rupee liquidity conditions in the market. 
 2. Day to day operations that are conducted by RBI to balance inflation while helping banks continue to 
lend, are not part of Open market operations. 
 3. RBI carries out the Open market operations through commercial banks and does not directly deal with 
the public.  
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2, 3 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
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 Solution: c) 
 
What are open market operations? 

• They are conducted by the RBI by way of sale or purchase of government securities (g-secs) to adjust 
money supply conditions. 

• The central bank sells g-secs to suck out liquidity from the system and buys back g-secs to infuse liquidity 
into the system. 

• These operations are often conducted on a day-to-day basis in a manner that balances inflation while 
helping banks continue to lend. 

• The RBI uses OMO along with other monetary policy tools such as repo rate, cash reserve ratio and 
statutory liquidity ratio to adjust the quantum and price of money in the system. 

• When the RBI wants to increase the money supply in the economy, it purchases the government 
securities from the market and it sells government securities to suck out liquidity from the system. 

• RBI carries out the OMO through commercial banks and does not directly deal with the public.  

 
9) Consider the following statements regarding “crowding out" effect. 
 1. Crowding out effect refers to how increased government spending, for which it must borrow more 
money, tends to reduce private spending.  
 2. This also impacts interest rates in the economy. 
 3. A high magnitude of the crowding out effect may even lead to lesser income in the economy. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2, 3 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
“Crowding out" effect refers to how increased government spending, for which it must borrow more money, 
tends to reduce private spending. This happens because when the government takes up the lion’s share of funds 
available in the banking system, less of it is left for private borrowers. This also impacts interest rates in the 
economy. 
 
Sometimes, government adopts an expansionary fiscal policy stance and increases its spending to boost the 
economic activity. This leads to an increase in interest rates. Increased interest rates affect private investment 
decisions. A high magnitude of the crowding out effect may even lead to lesser income in the economy. 

 
10) Consider the following statements regarding Corporate bonds. 
 1. Corporate bonds are debt securities issued only by private corporations. 
 2. Corporate bond does not have an ownership interest in the issuing company, unlike when one 
purchases the company's equity stock. 
 3. In India, financing of infrastructure projects such as roads, ports, and airports is higher through 
corporate bond market compared to bank loans and Government finance. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2 only 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
Corporate bonds are debt securities issued by private and public corporations. Companies issue corporate 
bonds to raise money for a variety of purposes, such as building a new plant, purchasing equipment, or growing 
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the business. When one buys a corporate bond, one lends money to the "issuer," the company that issued the 
bond. In exchange, the company promises to return the money, also known as "principal," on a specified maturity 
date. Until that date, the company usually pays you a stated rate of interest, generally semiannually. Corporate 
bond does not have an ownership interest in the issuing company, unlike when one purchases the company's 
equity stock. 
 
In India, given the absence of a well functioning corporate bond market, the burden of financing infrastructure 
projects such as roads, ports, and airports is more on banks and the general government. This, in turn, puts 
lenders such as the banks under pressure as reflected in the ballooning of bad loans. 

 
 

 

4. Art and Culture 
 
1) In the seventh and eighth centuries, ‘ghatikas’ were 
 a) Royal decrees passed with the consent of the citizens 
 b) Guards of religious shrines 
 c) Time keeping devices kept at astronomical houses 
 d) Colleges attached to the temples 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
These ghatikas or colleges attached to the temples emerged as new centres of learning in 7th and 8th century.  
The ‘ghatikas’, provided Brahmanical education. The medium of instruction was Sanskrit. Entry to these temple 
colleges was open only to the upper castes or ‘dvijas’ (twice born).  

 
2) Rekhapida, Pidhadeul and khakra are the architectural features of the temples of 
 a) West Bengal 
 b) Assam 
 c) Odisha 
 d) Tamil Nadu 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
The main architectural features of Odisha temples are classified in three orders, i.e., rekhapida, pidhadeul 
and khakra. 

 
3) Consider the following statements. 
 1. Ellora have Buddhist, Hindu and Jain monuments. 
 2. Bodhgaya is a pilgrimage site since Siddhartha achieved enlightenment here and became Gautama 
Buddha. 
 3. The unique feature of Mahabodhi Temple at Bodhgaya is that it is completely built in nagara style. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 3 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
Sites such as Ellora have Buddhist, Hindu and Jain monuments.  
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Bodhgaya is a pilgrimage site since Siddhartha achieved enlightenment here and became Gautama Buddha. 
While the bodhi tree is of immense importance, the Mahabodhi Temple at Bodhgaya is an important reminder of 
the brickwork of that time. The first shrine here, located at the base of the Bodhi tree, is said to have been 
constructed by King Ashoka; the vedika around it is said to be post-Mauryan, of about 100 BCE; many of the 
sculptures in the niches in the temple are dated to the eighth century Pala Period, while the actual Mahabodhi 
temple itself as it stands now is largely a Colonial Period reconstruction of the old seventh century design. The 
design of the temple is unusual. It is, strictly speaking, neither dravida or nagara. It is narrow like a nagara 
temple, but it rises without curving, like a dravida one. 

 
 
4) Krishnadevaraya’s rule was characterised by  

1. Building of temples and adding gopurams to many important south Indian temples.   
2. Acquisition of the land between the Tungabhadra and Krishna rivers. 
3. Absence of any military expeditions. 

Select the correct answer code:  
a) 1, 2  
b) 3 only 
c) 2, 3  
d) 1 only 

 
Solution: a)  

 
Krishnadevaraya’s rule was characterised by expansion and consolidation.  
This was the time when the land between the Tungabhadra and Krishna rivers (the Raichur doab) was acquired 
(1512), the rulers of Orissa were subdued (1514) and severe defeats were inflicted on the Sultan of Bijapur (1520).  
Although the kingdom remained in a constant state of military preparedness, it flourished under conditions of 
unparalleled peace and prosperity. 
Krishnadeva Raya is credited with building some fine temples and adding impressive gopurams to many 
important south Indian temples.  

 
5) Consider the following statements regarding Nalanda University.  
 1. The University of Nalanda is a mahavihara as it is a complex of several monastries of various sizes. 
 2. Most of the information about Nalanda is based on its excavations. 
 3. There is evidence that all three Buddhist doctrines— Theravada, Mahayana and Vajrayana—were 
taught here. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
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 b) 2, 3 
 c) 1, 2, 3 
 d) 1, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
The monastic university of Nalanda is a mahavihara as it is a complex of several monastries of various sizes. Till 
date, only a small portion of this ancient learning centre has been excavated as most of it lies buried under 
contemporary civilisation, making further excavations almost impossible. 
Most of the information about Nalanda is based on the records of Hiuen Tsang— which states that the foundation 
of a monastery was laid by Kumargupta I in the fifth century CE; and this was carried forward by the later 
monarchs who built up a fantastic university here. There is evidence that all three Buddhist doctrines— 
Theravada, Mahayana and Vajrayana—were taught here. 

 
 

 

5. History 
 
1) Consider the following statements regarding Mauryan Empire. 
 1. Mauryan government had equal control over all the regions of its empire. 
 2. Slavery was completely absent in Mauryan Empire. 
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Slaves were employed in commercial activities. Mauryan government didn’t have equal control over all the 
regions of its empire, few regions were directly controlled under the Mauryan administration, while others were 
under the local kings, who accepted the over lordship of Mauryans. 
 
2) Match List-I (Terms in Sangam Age) with List-II (Their meanings) 
      List-I    List-II 
A. Enadi   1. The lowest class 
B. Paraiyar  2. The Ruling class 
C. Arasar   3. Rich peasants 
D. Vellala   4. Agricultural Labourers 

5. Captains of the army 
Select the correct answer code: 
    A B C D 
a) 5 4 2 3 
b) 3 4 5 2 
c) 3 1 4 2 
d) 5 1 4 3 
 
Solution: a) 
 
3) Curzon brought in the Indian Universities Act which 

a) Nationalized all higher educational institutions in India 
b) Removed social sciences from the curriculum of private universities to curb nationalism 
c) Brought all the universities in India under the control of the government 
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d) Did away with the territorial jurisdiction of the Universities 
 

 Solution: c) 
 
Curzon took a serious view of the fall in the standard of education and discipline in the educational institutions. 
In his view the universities had degenerated into factories for producing political revolutionaries. 
To set the educational system in order, he instituted in 1902, a Universities Commission to go into the entire 
question of university education in the country. 
On the basis of the findings and recommendations of the Commission, Curzon brought in the Indian Universities 
Act of 1904, which brought all the universities in India under the control of the government. 
 
4) By the time Gandhiji arrived in India 

1. He had already forged the technique of Satyagraha in South Africa 
2. The first Swadeshi movement had already been waged 
3. Indian National Congress (INC) was already established in India 

Select the correct answer code:  
a) 1, 2  
b) 2, 3  
c) 1, 3  
d) 1, 2, 3  
 
Solution: d)  

 
It was in South Africa that Mahatma Gandhi first forged the distinctive techniques of non-violent protest 
known as satyagraha. 
 
The India that Mahatma Gandhi came back to in 1915 was rather different from the one that he had left in 1893. 
Although still a colony of the British, it was far more active in a political sense.  
The Indian National Congress now had branches in most major cities and towns. Through the Swadeshi 
movement of 1905-07 it had greatly broadened its appeal among the middle classes. 
 
5) Ahmadabad Mill Strike 1918 led by Gandhiji was based on the issue of 

a) Inhuman treatment of mill workers by the management 
b) Objection of management on participation of workers in the freedom struggle 
c) Plague Bonus of the previous year to workers 
d) Large-scale layoffs of mill workers 
 
Solution: c) 

 
Ahmedabad Mill Strike (1918)— First Hunger Strike: 
In March 1918, Gandhi intervened in a dispute between cotton mill owners of Ahmedabad and the workers over 
the issue of discontinuation of the plague bonus.  
Gandhi asked the workers to go on a strike and demand a 35 per cent increase in wages. Gandhi advised the 
workers to remain non-violent while on strike. He himself undertook a fast unto death (his first) to strengthen the 
workers’ resolve. The result was that the strike was successful and the workers got a 35% wage increase. 
 
6) Consider the following statements regarding the political organizations during 19th century in India. 
 1. The Bangabhasha Prakasika Sabha was formed by associates of Raja Ram Mohan Roy. 
 2. Bengal British India Society was set up by Sisir Kumar Ghosh in London. 
 3. Indian league was started in Calcutta by Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 2, 3 
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 Solution: a) 
 
The Bangabhasha Prakasika Sabha was formed in 1836 by associates of Raja Ram Mohan Roy. The main aim of 
the organization was to promote Bengali education by means of polemics and build up public opinion.  
 
On 25 September1875 the Indian League was founded under the leadership of Sisir Kumar Ghosh.  
 
Bengal British India Society founded in Calcutta in 1843 by William Adam, a friend of Raja Ram Mohan Roy in 
England. The Bengal British India Society was an organisation dominated by a section of the Bengal intellectuals, 
particularly by the young Bengal group. 
 
7) Match the following organization with their founders. 

1. Landholders Society: Devendranath Tagore 
2. East India Association: Dadabhai Naoroji 
3. Indian Society: Anandmohan Bose 

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 1, 2  
b) 2, 3  
c) 1, 3  
d) 1, 2, 3 
 
Solution: b) 

 
In 1838, to protect the interests of the landlords, the Zamindari Association (popularly known as the Landholders' 
Society) was established by Dwarkanath Tagore in Bengal. 
 
The East India Association was founded by Dadabhai Naoroji in 1866, in collaboration with Indians and retired 
British officials in London. 
 
In 1872, Anand Mohan Bose formed an Indian Society in London to foster the spirit of nationalism among the 
Indian residents in Britain. Later, this organisation became an important platform for Indians to voice their 
demands. 
 
8) Which of the following were the main demands of the Moderates of Indian National Congress (INC)? 
 1. Integrated judiciary and executive. 
 2. Reduction of land revenue and protection of peasants from unjust landlords. 
 3. Abolition of salt tax and sugar duty. 
 4. Reduction of spending on army. 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 3 
 b) 2, 3, 4 
 c) 1, 3, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
Main Demands of Moderates 
_ Expansion and reform of legislative councils. 
_ Greater opportunities for Indians in higher posts by holding the ICS examination simultaneously in England and 
in India. 
_ Separation of the judiciary from the executive. 
_ More powers for the local bodies. 
_ Reduction of land revenue and protection of peasants from unjust landlords. 
_ Abolition of salt tax and sugar duty. 
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_ Reduction of spending on army. 
_ Freedom of speech and expression and freedom to form Associations 
 
9) Consider the following statements regarding the Extremist leaders of Indian National Congress (INC). 
 1. The social base was mainly zamindars and upper middle classes in towns. 
 2. They demanded swaraj as the panacea for Indian ills. 
 3. They had immense faith in the capacity of masses to participate and to make sacrifices. 
 4. They believed that political connections with Britain would perpetuate British exploitation of India. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2, 3 
 b) 1, 3, 4 
 c) 2, 3, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Extremists 
1. Social base—educated middle and lower middle classes in towns. 
2. Ideological inspiration—Indian history, cultural heritage and Hindu traditional symbols. 
3. Rejected ‘providential mission theory’ as an illusion. 
4. Believed that political connections with Britain would perpetuate British exploitation of India. 
5. Believed that the British Crown was unworthy of claiming Indian loyalty. 
6. Had immense faith in the capacity of masses to participate and to make sacrifices. 
7. Demanded swaraj as the panacea for Indian ills. 
8. Did not hesitate to use extra constitutional methods like boycott and passive resistance to achieve their 
objectives. 
9. They were patriots who made sacrifices for the sake of the country. 
 
10) Which of the following are the major causes for Moderate-Extremist Split at Surat (1907)? 
 1. Moderates wanted to restrict the Boycott Movement to Bengal, whereas Extremists wanted to take the 
movement to all parts of the country. 
 2. The Extremists wanted the 1907 session to be held in Surat with Tilak or Lajpat Rai as the president, 
whereas Moderates wanted the session to be held at Nagpur with Rashbehari Ghosh as the president. 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
Surat Split: 
The Extremists wanted the 1907 session to be held in Nagpur (Central Provinces) with Tilak or Lajpat Rai as the 
president along with a reiteration of the swadeshi, boycott and national education resolutions. The Moderates 
wanted the session at Surat in order to exclude Tilak from the presidency, since a leader from the host province 
could not be session president (Surat being in Tilak’s home province of Bombay). Instead, they wanted 
Rashbehari Ghosh as the president and sought to drop the resolutions on swadeshi, boycott and national 
education. Both sides adopted rigid positions, leaving no room for compromise and the split became inevitable. 
 
Major Cause of Moderate-Extremist Split at Surat (1907) 

• Moderates wanted to restrict the Boycott Movement to Bengal and to a boycott of foreign cloth and liquor. 

• Extremists wanted to take the movement to all parts of the country and include within its ambit all forms of 
association with the government through a boycott of schools, colleges, law courts, legislative councils, 
government service, municipalities, etc. 
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11) Consider the following statements regarding Swadeshi Movement. 
 1. In 1905, the Boycott Resolution was passed at Mumbai’s historic Gowalia Tank Maidan and the formal 
proclamation of Swadeshi Movement was made. 
 2. Newspapers such as Hitabadi, Sanjibani and Bengalee were used to propagate the agenda of Swadeshi 
Movement. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
Anti-Partition Campaign under Moderates (1903-05): 
In the period 1903-1905, the leadership was provided by Surendranath Banerjea, K.K. Mitra and Prithwish 
chandra Ray. The methods adopted were petitions to the government, public meetings, memoranda, and 
propaganda through pamphlets and newspapers such as Hitabadi, Sanjibani and Bengalee.  
 
Their objective was to exert sufficient pressure on the government through an educated public opinion in India 
and England to prevent the unjust partition of Bengal from being implemented. 
 
Ignoring a loud public opinion against the partition proposal, the government announced partition of Bengal in 
July 1905. Within days, protest meetings were held in small towns all over Bengal. It was in these meetings that 
the pledge to boycott foreign goods was first taken. On August 7, 1905, with the passage of the Boycott 
Resolution in a massive meeting held in the Calcutta Townhall, the formal proclamation of Swadeshi 
Movement was made. After this, the leaders dispersed to other parts of Bengal to propagate the message of 
boycott of Manchester cloth and Liverpool salt. 
 
As a precursor to India’s independence, the Quit India Movement was launched at Mumbai’s historic Gowalia 
Tank Maidan, now popularly known as August Kranti Maidan on 8th August 1942. 
 
12) Consider the following statements regarding Defence of India Act 1915. 
 1. It was enacted by the Governor-General of India with the intention of curtailing the nationalist and 
revolutionary activities in the aftermath of the First World War. 
 2. It made a sharp distinction between European and Indian subjects.   
 3. The act was first applied during the First Lahore Conspiracy trial in the aftermath of the Ghadar 
Conspiracy. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
The Defence of India Act 1915, also referred to as the Defence of India Regulations Act, was an 
emergency criminal law enacted by the Governor-General of India in 1915 with the intention of curtailing the 
nationalist and revolutionary activities during and in the aftermath of the First World War. 
 
Unlike the English law which was limited to persons of hostile associations or origin, the Defence of India act 
could be applied to any subject of the King, and was used to an overwhelming extent against Indians. 
 
The act was first applied during the First Lahore Conspiracy trial in the aftermath of the failed Ghadar 
Conspiracy of 1915, and was instrumental in crushing the Ghadr movement in Punjab and the Anushilan Samiti in 
Bengal. 
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13) Lucknow Pact between the Indian National Congress (INC) and Muslim league put forward which of the 

following political demands before the Government? 
 1. It demanded self-government from the British. 
 2. Separate electorates for the Muslims. 
 3. All the members of the viceroy’s executive council should be Indians. 
Select the correct answer code: 

a) 1, 2 
b) 2, 3  
c) 2 only 
d) 1, 3  
 
Solution: a) 

 
While the League agreed to present joint constitutional demands with the Congress to the Government, the 
Congress accepted the Muslim League's position on separate electorates. The joint demands were— 
* Government should declare that it would confer self-government on Indians at an early date. 
• The legislative councils should be further expanded with an elected majority and more powers be given to 
them. 
• Half the members of the viceroy's executive council should be Indians. 
 
14) Consider the following statements regarding Home Rule League Movement. 
 1. Home Rule League Movement was the Indian response to the First World War. 
 2. Jawaharlal Nehru, Tej Bahadur Sapru and Lala Lajpat Rai supported the Home Rule agitation. 
 3. The Russian Revolution of 1917 led to the decline of the Home Rule League Movement. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 3 
 b) 1 only 
 c) 1, 2 
 d) 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
The Home Rule Movement was the Indian response to the First World War.  
 
The Indian Home Rule Leagues were organized on the lines of the Irish Home Rule Leagues and they represented 
the emergence of a new trend of aggressive politics. Annie Besant and Tilak were the pioneers of this new trend. 
 
The Home Rule agitation was later joined by Motilal Nehru, Jawaharlal Nehru, Bhulabhai Desai, Chittaranjan Das, 
Madan Mohan Malaviya, Mohammad Ali jinnah, Tej Bahadur Sapru and Lala Lajpat Rai. Some of these leaders 
became heads of local branches. 
 
The League campaign aimed to convey to the common man the message of Home Rule as self-government. The 
Russian Revolution of 1917 proved to be an added advantage for the Home Rule campaign. 
 
15) Consider the following statements regarding Morley-Minto Reforms 

1. It introduced a system of communal representation for Muslims by accepting the concept of ‘separate 
electorate’. 
2. It retained official majority in the Central Legislative Council but allowed the provincial legislative 
councils to have non-official majority. 
3. It granted franchise to a limited number of people on the basis of property, tax or education. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 2 only 
b) 1, 2  
c) 1, 3  
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d) 1, 2, 3 
 
Solution: b) 

 
Features of Act of 1909:  

• It retained official majority in the Central Legislative Council but allowed the provincial legislative councils 
to have non-official majority.  

• It introduced a system of communal representation for Muslims by accepting the concept of ‘separate 
electorate’. Under this, the Muslim members were to be elected only by Muslim voters.  

 
Government of India Act of 1919 granted franchise to a limited number of people on the basis of property, tax or 
education.  
 
16) Gandhi suspended which of these movements calling it a ‘Himalayan Blunder’? 

a) Non-cooperation movement 
b) Satyagraha movement against Rowlatt Act 
c) Civil Disobedience Movement 
d) Quit India movement 
 
Solution: b) 

 
Gandhi’s entry into public life began with the ‘Satyagraha’ in Champaran district of Bihar in 1917. He could 
mobilize the peasants of this district against the exploitation of European indigo planters. In 1918, Gandhiji led a 
“no tax campaign” at Khera in Gujarat where the peasants were not able to pay the revenue due to famine. But, 
after the Jalianwala Bagh tragedy, the government expressed no sign of regret but went ahead with more 
repression. Mahatma Gandhi was shocked and suspended the ‘Satyagraha’ declaring it as a “Himalayan Blunder”. 
It was because he had asked those people to pursue non-violence who could not afford to be non-violent. The 
Satyagraha movement failed in attaining its object as the government did not withdraw the Rowlatt Act. 
However, it was the first experiment of non-violence of Gandhiji in Indian politics. 

 
17) What is the significance of Sabarmati Ashram in the modern history of India? 

1. It served as the last residence of Mahatma Gandhi. 
2. Salt Satyagraha was started from this Ashram in 1930. 
3. It has been declared as a national monument by the Indian government. 

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 1 only 
b) 2, 3  
c) 1, 2, 3 
d) 1, 3  
 
Solution: b) 
 

The Sabarmati Ashram (also known as Harijan or Satyagraha Ashram) was home to Mahatma Gandhi from 1917 
until 1930 and served as one of the main centres of the Indian freedom struggle. 
Sevagram cottage served as the last residence of Mahatma Gandhi. Gandhiji left to Delhi from Sevargam Cottage 
in 1946 and then went to Noakhali. From there he did not return to Sewagram while engaged in his task of 
communal unity and peace making. He was martyred in Delhi in 1948. 
 
It was from Sabarmati Ashram that Gandhi led the Dandi march also known as the Salt Satyagraha on 12 March 
1930. In recognition of the significant influence that this march had on the Indian independence movement, the 
Indian government has established the ashram as a national monument. 

 
18) Which of the following were the causes behind the launch of ‘Non-cooperation movement’? 

1. Punjab wrongs of 1919 
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2. Resentment with Rowlatt Act  
3. Khilafat wrong  

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 1, 2  
b) 2, 3  
c) 1, 3  
d) 1, 2, 3 
 
Solution: d) 

 
In 1919 Gandhiji gave a call for a satyagraha against the Rowlatt Act that the British had just passed. The Act 
curbed fundamental rights such as the freedom of expression and strengthened police powers. 
• In April 1919 there were a number of demonstrations and hartals in the country and the government used 
brutal measures to suppress them. The Jallianwala Bagh atrocities, inflicted by General Dyer in Amritsar on 
Baisakhi day were a part of this repression. 
• The Khilafat issue was another such cause. In 1920 the British imposed a harsh treaty on the Turkish Sultan or 
Khalifa. People were furious about this as they had been about the Jallianwala massacre. Also, Indian Muslims 
were keen that the Khalifa be allowed to retain control over Muslim sacred places in the erstwhile Ottoman 
Empire.  
• The leaders of the Khilafat agitation, Mohammad Ali and Shaukat Ali, wished to initiate a full-fledged Non-
Cooperation Movement. Gandhiji supported their call and urged the Congress to campaign against “Punjab 
wrongs” (Jallianwala massacre), the Khilafat wrong and demand swaraj. 

 
19) One of the major achievements of the Swarajists was that they defeated the ‘Public Safety Bill’ in 1928. What 

was the bill about?  
a) Empowering the government to deport undesirable and subversive foreigners  
b) Empowering the government to deploy heavy armed forces both in the interior and exterior of India, 
the funding of which was to come at the expense of Indian taxpayers  
c) Empowering the government to shoot anti-social elements on sight who were propogating seditious 
ideas  
d) None of the above  
 
Solution: a)  

 
A noteworthy achievement was the defeat of the Public Safety Bill in 1928 which was aimed at empowering the 
Government to deport undesirable and subversive foreigners.  

 
20) Which of the following was/were the recommendations of the Simon Commission setup in 1927? 

1. India’s constitution should be unitary in nature. 
2. Separate electorates should be abolished. 
3. Elections to the legislative assemblies will be based on Universal adult franchise. 
4. The provincial governments should devolve financial powers to the local bodies. 

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 1, 3  
b) 4 only 
c) 1, 2  
d) None of the above 
 
Solution: d) 

 
As per the commission, there should be a constitutional reconstruction in the form of a federal constitution. The 
provinces should be given full autonomy including law. 
Other major recommendations include: 

• The number of members of provincial legislative council should be increased. Governor- general should 
have complete power to appoint the members of the cabinet. 
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• The governor should have discretionary power to relate to internal security and administrative powers to 
protect the different communities. 

• The government of India should have complete control over the high court. 

• There were no Indian members in the commission. No universal franchise was proposed and the position 
of governor-general remained unaffected. 

• There was no provision to abolish separate electorate but it was rather extended to other communities 
as well. No financial devolution was proposed. 

 
21) Consider the following statements regarding the judicial reforms undertaken during the time of Warren 

Hastings’ ascendancy? 
 1. Each district was provided with a civil court and a criminal court under the Collector. 

2. The highest civil court of appeal was called Sadar Nizamat Adalat which was to function under an Indian 
judge appointed by the Governor-in-Council. 
 3. A digest of Hindu law was prepared in Sanskrit by learned Pandits. 
Which of the above statement sis/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2  
 b) 2, 3 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 3 only 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
The judicial system at the time of Warren Hastings’ ascendancy was a store-house of abuses. The Nawab who was 
hitherto the chief administrator of justice, misused his powers. Often, his judgments were careless. The zamindars 
who acted as judges at lower levels within their own areas were highly corrupt and prejudiced. On the whole, the 
judicial institution suffered from extreme corruption. Warren Hastings felt the necessity of reorganizing the 
judicial system. Each district was provided with a civil court under the Collector and a criminal court under an 
Indian Judge. 
 
To hear appeals from the district courts two appellate courts, one for civil cases and another for criminal cases, 
were established at Calcutta. The highest civil court of appeal was called Sadar Diwani Adalat, which was to be 
presided over by the Governor and two judges recruited from among the members of his council. Similarly, the 
highest appellate criminal court was known as Sadar Nizamat Adalat which was to function under an Indian 
judge appointed by the Governor-in-Council. 
 
Experts in Hindu and Muslim laws were provided to assist the judges. A digest of Hindu law was prepared in 
Sanskrit by learned Pandits and it was translated into Persian. An English translation of it – Code of Hindu Laws 
– was prepared by Halhed. 
 
22) Consider the following statements. 
 1. Barrah Dacoity was organized by Dhaka Anushilan Samiti under Pulin Das. 
 2. Prafulla Chaki and Khudiram Bose staged a bomb attack on Viceroy Hardinge. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
In early 1908, Pulin organized the sensational Barrah Dacoity. The audacious dacoity was committed in broad 
daylight by a group of revolutionaries at the residence of the zamindar of Barrah, under the Nawabganj police 
station in the district of Dhaka. The fund was used for buying arms and ammunition. 
 
Rashbehari Bose and Sachin Sanyal staged a bomb attack on Viceroy Hardinge. 
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Prafulla and Khudiram Bose tried to assassinate the district judge, Mr. Kingsford, by throwing bombs at the 
carriage in which Kingsford was supposed to travel, but he was not in the carriage, and two British women were 
killed.  
 
23) Sandhya, Yugantar and Kal were 
 a) Books written by Bal Gangadhar Tilak. 
 b) Revolutionary groups emerged after Non-cooperation movement. 
 c) Newspapers and journals advocating revolutionary activities 
 d) Parallel governments formed during ‘Quit India’ movement 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
The newspapers and journals advocating revolutionary activity after the failure of Swadeshi movement 
included Sandhya and Yugantar in Bengal and Kal in Maharashtra. 
 
24) Which of the following leaders was/were members of Congress-Khilafat Swaraj Party? 
 1. C.R Das 
 2. C. Rajagopalachari  
 3. Motilal Nehru 
 4. Vallabhbhai Patel 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 3 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3, 4 
 d) 1, 3, 4 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
After calling off of the non-cooperation movement, differences over the question of council entry aroused. It 
resulted in the defeat of the Swarajists’ proposal of ‘ending or mending’ the councils at the Gaya session of the 
Congress (December 1922). 
C.R Das and Motilal Nehru resigned from the presidentship and secretaryship respectively of the Congress and 
announced the formation of Congress-Khilafat Swarajya Party, with C.R. Das as the president and Motilal Nehru as 
one of the secretaries. 
Important members of swarajya party are C.R. Das, Motilal Nehru, Vithalbhai Patel and Ajmal Khan. They were 
known as pro-changers. 
 
Those who opposed council entry were known as no-changers. Important leaders belonging to this section 
were Vallabhbhai Patel, Rajendra Prasad, C. Rajagopalachari and M.A. Ansari. They advocated concentration on 
constructive work, and continuation of boycott and non-cooperation, and quiet preparation for resumption of the 
suspended civil disobedience programme. 
 
25) During which of the following freedom struggle movement the infamous ‘Cunningham Circular’ was passed? 
 a) Quit India movement 
 b) Swadeshi Movement 
 c) Civil Disobedience Movement 
 d) Khilafat Movement 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
During Civil Disobedience Movement, a powerful agitation was organized in Assam against the infamous 
‘Cunningham circular’ which forced parents, guardians and students to furnish assurances of good behaviour. 
 
26) Arrange the following events during freedom struggle of India in the chronological order of their occurrence. 
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 1. Appointment of Simon Commission 
2. Gandhi-Irwin Pact 
3. Jinnah’s fourteen points 
4. Poona Pact 

Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 3-1-4-2 
 b) 3-1-2-4 
 c) 1-3-2-4 
 d) 1-3-4-2 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
The Simon Commission was established on November 8, 1927, by the British government. 
 
In March 1929, the Muslim League session was held at Delhi under the presidency of Jinnah. In his address to his 
delegates, he consolidated Muslim viewpoints under fourteen items and these fourteen points became Jinnah's 
14 points and the manifesto of All India Muslim League. 
 
The Gandhi–Irwin Pact was a political agreement signed by Mahatma Gandhi and Lord Irwin, Viceroy of India, on 
5 March 1931 before the Second Round Table Conference in London.  
 
The Poona Pact was an agreement between Mahatma Gandhi and B. R. Ambedkar on behalf of Dalits, depressed 
classes, and upper caste Hindu leaders on the reservation of electoral seats for the depressed classes in the 
legislature of British India in 1932. 
 
27) Which among the following was the reason for the resignation of Congress ministries in October 1939? 
 a) Congress ruled provinces were given very less financial aid by the Center. 
 b) Extensive use of veto power by provincial governors and viceroy 
 c) Proclamation of Emergency in congress ruled provinces 
 d) India was declared a party to the Second World War without consulting Indian opinion. 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
On September 3, 1939, Britain declares war against Germany and declares 
India’s support for the war without consulting Indian opinion. On October 23, 
1939, the CWC meeting decided not to support the war, and called upon the Congress ministries to resign in the 
provinces. 
 
28) Consider the following statements regarding the proposals in the August Offer. 
 1. Expansion of viceroy’s executive council which would have a majority of Indians. 
 2. Future Constitution to be adopted with the consent of minorities.  
 3. Making of the Constitution will be solely in Indian hands. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1 only 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
August Offer (August 1940) which proposed: 
● dominion status as the objective for India; 
● expansion of viceroy’s executive council which would have a majority of Indians (who would be drawn from 
major political parties); 
● setting up of a constituent assembly after the war where mainly Indians would decide the constitution 
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according to their social, economic and political conceptions, subject to fulfilment of the obligation of the 
government regarding defence, minority rights, treaties with States, all India services; and 
● no future constitution to be adopted without the consent of minorities. 
 
29) Why Indian National Congress (INC) leaders were not satisfied with the Cripps Mission (1942) proposals? 

a) Cripps Mission did not address the issue of separate electorates. 
b) Cripps Mission agreed for post-war real transfer of power but maintained that the Viceroy and 
Secretary of State shall be appointed by the crown. 
c) Leaders wanted full independence rather than a dominion status. 
d) Cripps Mission did not deliberate any matter with the Indian leaders and proposed unilateral 
measures. 

 
Solution: c) 

 
In March 1942, a mission headed by Stafford Cripps was sent to India with constitutional proposals to seek Indian 
support for the war. 
One of the main proposals of the mission was 

• An Indian Union with a dominion status would be set up; it would be free to decide its relations with the 
Commonwealth and free to participate in the United Nations and other international bodies. 

Both the major parties, the Congress and the League rejected his proposals and the mission proved a failure. 
 
30) Which of the following were the proposals of the Wavell Plan? 
 1. Indianization of Executive council. 
 2. Removing any caste and religion-based quota in the Executive council. 
 3. Governor- general was to exercise his veto on the advice of ministers. 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 3 
 b) 2, 3 
 c) 1 only 
 d) 1, 2 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
The main proposals of the Wavell Plan were as follows. 

• With the exception of the governor-general and the commander-in-chief, all members of the executive 
council were to be Indians. 

• Caste Hindus and Muslims were to have equal representation.  
• The reconstructed council was to function as an interim government within the framework of the 1935 

Act (i.e. not responsible to the Central Assembly). 
• Governor- general was to exercise his veto on the advice of ministers. 
• Representatives of different parties were, to submit a joint list to the viceroy for nominations to the 

executive. 
 
31) The Cabinet Mission Plan of 1946 included 
 1. A nominated Constituent Assembly 
 2. Partition of India 
 3. Provinces were to have full autonomy and residual powers. 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 3 only 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
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Cabinet Mission Plan—Main Points 
• Rejection of the demand for a full-fledged Pakistan. 
• A constituent assembly to be elected by provincial assemblies by proportional representation (voting in 

three groups—General, Muslims, Sikhs). 
• Provinces were to have full autonomy and residual powers.  
• Princely states were no longer to be under paramountcy of British Government They would be free to 

enter into an arrangement with successor governments or the British Government. 
 
32) Consider the following statements regarding 1946 Royal Indian Navy revolt. 
 1. The immediate trigger was the demand for better food and working conditions for Indian sailors of 
the Royal Indian Navy. 
 2. The Indian National Congress and the Muslim League condemned the strikers.  
 3. The revolt was confined to Bombay region. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1 only 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 2, 3 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
The Royal Indian Navy revolt (also called the Royal Indian Navy mutiny or Bombay mutiny) encompasses a total 
strike and subsequent revolt by Indian sailors of the Royal Indian Navy on board ship and shore establishments 
at Bombay harbour on 18 February 1946.  
 
While the immediate trigger was the demand for better food and working conditions, the agitation soon turned 
into a wider demand for independence from British rule. 
 
From the initial flashpoint in Bombay, the revolt spread and found support throughout British India, 
from Karachi to Calcutta. The mutiny was repressed with force by British troops and Royal Navy warships. Only 
the Communist Party supported the strikers; the Indian National Congress and the Muslim League condemned it. 

 
33) Which of the following pairs is not correctly matched? 

a) Dalhousie – Wood’s Despatch 
b) William Bentinck – Kol Rebellion 
c) Lord Wellesley– Fort William College 
d) Metcalfe - Vellore Mutiny 
 
Solution: d) 
 

Vellore mutiny took place during the tenure of George Burlow 

 
34) Consider the following statements regarding Wood’s Despatch 

1. It made English compulsory as the medium of instruction at all levels. 
2. It laid down that the education imparted in government institutions must be secular. 
3. It laid stress on female and vocational education. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 3 only 
b) 1, 2  
c) 1, 2, 3 
d) 2, 3  
 
Solution: d) 

 
It recommended English as the medium of instruction for higher studies only. 
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35) Consider the following statements. 
 1. She is regarded as the first female teacher of India. 
 2. She along with her husband recognised that education was one of the central planks through which 
women and the depressed classes could become empowered. 
 3. She was associated with Satyashodhak Samaj. 
The above statements refer to 
 a) Sarojini Naidu  
 b) Kadambini Ganguly 
 c) Usha Mehta 
 d) Savitribai Phule  
 
 Solution: d) 
 
Savitribai Phule, the social reformer who is considered to be one of India’s first modern feminists, was born on 
January 3, 1831. Among her accomplishments, she is especially remembered for being India’s first female teacher 
who worked for the upliftment of women and untouchables in the field of education and literacy. 
 
Phule was born in Naigaon, Maharashtra in 1831 and married activist and social-reformer Jyotirao Phule when 
she was nine years old. After marriage, with her husband’s support, Phule learned to read and write and both of 
them eventually went on to found India’s first school for girls called Bhide Wada in Pune in 1948. Before this, she 
started a school with Jyotirao’s cousin Saganbai in Maharwada in 1847.  
 
Essentially, both Jyotirao and Savitribai Phule recognised that education was one of the central planks through 
which women and the depressed classes could become empowered and hope to stand on an equal footing with 
the rest of the society. 
 
The Phules also started the Literacy Mission in India between 1854-55. The Phules started the Satyashodhak 
Samaj (Society for Truth-Seeking), through which they wanted to initiate the practice of Satyashodhak marriage, 
in which no dowry was taken. 

 
36) Consider the following statements regarding Mahalwari system. 
 1. Warren Hastings was associated with the conception of this system.  

2. Village lands, forestland and pastures were included under the system. 
3. Under the system, ryots paid a variable sum to the Zamindars who then paid to the British.  

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2 only 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
In the North Western Provinces of the Bengal Presidency (most of this area is now in Uttar Pradesh), an 
Englishman called Holt Mackenzie devised the new system which came into effect in 1822. He felt that the village 
was an important social institution in north Indian society and needed to be preserved. Under his directions, 
collectors went from village to village, inspecting the land, measuring the fields, and recording the customs and 
rights of different groups. The estimated revenue of each plot within a village was added up to calculate the 
revenue that each village (mahal) had to pay. This demand was to be revised periodically, not permanently fixed. 
The charge of collecting the revenue and paying it to the Company was given to the village headman, rather 
than the zamindar. This system came to be known as the mahalwari settlement. 
 
The land included under this system consisted of all land of the villages, even the forestland, pastures etc. 
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37) The Poligar revolt of early 19th Century was rooted in 
a) Control of tribal forests and river streams by British government 
b) Oppressive land revenue system 
c) Enmity of tribals with non-tribals 
d) General discontentment with foreign rule 
 
Solution: b) 

 
The Polygar Wars or Palaiyakkarar Wars were fought between the Polygars of the former Tirunelveli Kingdom in 
Tamil Nadu and the British East India Company forces between 1799 to 1805 over pending taxes, oppressive land 
revenue system etc.  
The British finally won after carrying out gruelling protracted jungle campaigns against the Polygar armies and 
finally defeated them.  
The British victory over the Polygars brought large parts of the territories of Tamil Nadu under British control, 
enabling them to get a strong hold in Southern India. 

 
38) Who among the following Governor General followed the policy of non-interference with native states? 
 a) John Shore 
 b) William Bentinck 
 c) Warren Hastings 
 d) Cornwallis 
 
 Solution: a) 

 
Sir John Shore followed a policy of non-intervention in the affairs of the native states and adopted a policy of 
strict neutrality.  

 
39) After the Battle of Buxar (1764), the East India Company appointed Residents in Indian states. They were 

a) Ex-Governors of British Presidencies who controlled the states.  
b) Representative natives of the Princely states who were also a part of the British Legislative council 
c) Political and commercial agents of the company in the states. 
d) Heads of Contingent army units placed under Subsidiary alliance in the states. 

 
Solution: c) 

 
They were political or commercial agents and their job was to serve and further the interests of the Company. 
Through the Residents, the Company officials began interfering in the internal affairs of Indian states. They tried 
to decide who was to be the successor to the throne, and who was to be appointed in administrative posts. 

 
40) The General Services Establishment Act was one of the main causes for the Uprising of 1857. The Act 
 a) Provided for a salary cut for the sepoys and increased the taxes on the Indian peasants 
 b) Provided special status to the European recruits and downgraded the position of Indian sepoys 
 c) Mandated a solider to be recruited from every peasant family in the villages 
 d) Required every Indian soldier to go overseas for deployment if required. 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
The General Service Enlistment Act of 1856 was introduced by Charles Canning in 1856. It required every Indian 
soldier to go overseas for deployment if required. It was one of the main causes for the Uprising of 1857, as it 
was a taboo for Brahmins in those days to cross the seas, it was known as Samudrolanghana or Sagarollanghana.  

 
41) Consider the following statements. 
 1. President of the Servants of the People Society. 
 2. Participated in the non-cooperation movement and the Salt Satyagraha. 
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 3. Promoted the White Revolution 
 4. Signed Tashkent Declaration with Pakistan 
The above statements are related to 
 a) Jawaharlal Nehru 
 b) Charan Singh 
 c) Indira Gandhi 
 d) Lal Bahadur Shastri 
 
 Solution: d) 
 

• Lal Bahadur Shastri became a life member of the Servants of the People Society (Lok Sevak Mandal), founded 
by Lala Lajpat Rai. There he started to work for the upliftment of backward classes, and later he became the 
President of that Society. 

• He participated in the non-cooperation movement and the Salt Satyagraha. 

• He promoted the White Revolution, a national campaign to increase milk production. He also promoted 
the Green Revolution, to increase the food production in India. 

• In 1964, he signed an agreement with the Sri Lankan Prime Minister Sirimavo Bandaranaike, in concern with 
the status of Indian Tamils in Ceylon. This agreement is known as Srimavo-Shastri Pact. 

• He signed Tashkent Declaration on 10 January, 1966 with the Pakistan President, Muhammad Ayub Khan to 
end the 1965 war. 

 
42) Privy Purse was granted to the princely states due to which of these reasons? 

a) Princely states played a significant role in bringing constitutional reforms in the British 
administration 
b) This was a part of the compromise to get Princely states on board the Constituent Assembly  
c) Princely states had significant private property and their integration was preceded by an 

  assurance that they will be allowed to retain some property and be given some government 
allowances 
d) There was a revolt in the general populace with the uprooting of the princely states from the 
Independent India 
 
Solution: c) 
 

The integration of the Princely States was preceded by an assurance that after the dissolution of princely rule, the 
then rulers’ families would be allowed to retain certain private property, and given a grant in heredity or 
government allowance, measured on the basis of the extent, revenue and potential of the merging state. This 
grant was called the privy purse.  

 
43) Which of the following historical commissions were related to States Reorganisation in India? 
 1. JVP Committee 
 2. Fazl Ali Commission 
 3. Dhar Commission 
 4. Gokhale Committee 
Select the correct answer code: 

a) 1, 2, 3  
b) 2, 3, 4  
c) 1, 2, 4 
d) 1, 3, 4 
 
Solution: a) 

 

• The integration of princely states with the rest of India has purely an ad hoc arrangement. There has been a 
demand from different regions, particularly South India, for reorganisation of states on linguistic basis.  
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• Accordingly, in June 1948, the Government of India appointed the Linguistic Provinces Commission under the 
chairmanship of S K Dhar to examine the feasibility of this.  

• The commission submitted its report in December 1948 and recommended the reorganisation of states on 
the basis of administrative convenience rather than linguistic factor.  

• This created much resentment and led to the appointment of another Linguistic Provinces Committee by the 
Congress in December 1948 itself to examine the whole question afresh. It consisted of Jawaharlal Nehru, 
Vallahbhai Patel and Pattabhi Sitaramayya and hence, was popularly known as JVP Committee 

• It submitted its report in April 1949 and formally rejected language as the basis for reorganisation of states. 
The creation of Andhra state intensified the demand from other regions for creation of states on linguistic 
basis.  

• This forced the Government of India to appoint (in December 1953) a three-member States Reorganisation 
Commission under the chairmanship of Fazl Ali to re-examine the whole Question. 

• But, it rejected the theory of ‘one language–one state’. Its view was that the unity of India should be regarded 
as the primary consideration in any redrawing of the country’s political units. 

 
44) Which of the following regions were integrated by referendum in India? 

1. Nagaland 
2. Sikkim 
3. Junagarh 
4. Hyderabad 

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 2, 3  
b) 1, 4  
c) 1, 2, 3  
d) 3, 4  
 
Solution: a) 
 

Hyderabad was integrated by means of police action whereas Junagarh and Sikkim by means of referendum. 
Kashmir was integrated by an instrument of accession. Nagaland was part of Indian Union later separated from 
Assam. 

 
45) Consider the following statements. 

1. The first Five Year Plan was based on the ideas of Mahalanobis, which laid down the basic ideas 
regarding goals of Indian planning. 
2. In the first seven five-year plans, trade was characterised by import substitution strategy. 
3. The Second Five Year Plan tried to build the basis for a socialist pattern of society. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1, 2 
b) 1, 3 
c) 2, 3 
d) 1, 2, 3 
 
Solution: c) 
 

• Planning, in the real sense of the term, began with the Second Five Year Plan. The Second Plan, a landmark 
contribution to development planning in general, laid down the basic ideas regarding goals of Indian planning; 
this plan was based on the ideas of Mahalanobis. In that sense, he can be regarded as the architect of Indian 
planning. 
• Industrial Policy Resolution 1956 (IPR 1956): In accordance with the goal of the state controlling the 
commanding heights of the economy, the Industrial Policy Resolution of 1956 was adopted. This resolution 
formed the basis of the Second Five Year Plan, the plan which tried to build the basis for a socialist pattern of 
society. 
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• In the first seven plans, trade was characterised by what is commonly called an inward-looking trade strategy. 
Technically, this strategy is called import substitution. This policy aimed at replacing or substituting imports with 
domestic production. 

 
46) Consider the following statements regarding China-Pakistan 1963 agreement. 

 1. It resulted in Pakistan handing over the Shaksgam Valley of Aksai Chin to China.  
 2. The agreement is recognized as legal by India. 
 3. India and Bhutan are China’s only land neighbours that don’t have a resolved boundary. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 1, 2 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
India and China have not resolved their boundary issues thus far. It also reaffirmed India’s rejection of the China-
Pakistan 1963 agreement in which Pakistan handed over the Shaksgam Valley of Aksai Chin to China. India that 
claims all of Jammu and Kashmir, which includes Aksai Chin, has maintained that the agreement is “illegal and 
invalid”. 
 
India and Bhutan are China’s only land neighbours that don’t have a resolved boundary. 

 
47) Consider the following statements. 
 1. Indus Water treaty is the only instance where India and Pakistan have allowed a third-party to help 
resolve their issues. 
 2. Tashkent Declaration is a peace agreement between India and China signed after the Sino-Indian War 
that occurred in 1962. 
 3. Shimla Agreement, was signed between India and Pakistan following the Bangladesh Liberation war in 
1971. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 3 only 
 d) 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
There have been precedents when India and Pakistan have allowed a third-party to help resolve their issues. 
 
Both nations were able to reach agreements through third party mediators in case of the Indus Waters Treaty 
and the negotiations on the Rann of Kutch dispute. 
Rann of Kutch Accord (mediated by British Prime Minister Harold Wilson) persuaded the combatants to end 
hostilities and establish a tribunal to resolve the dispute. 
During the 1965 Indo-Pakistan war, the then USSR led mediation efforts paved the way for India and Pakistan to 
withdraw forces from each other’s territories while agreeing to discuss all future matters. This was followed by 
signing of the Tashkent Declaration in Uzbekistan. 
 
The Shimla Agreement, was signed between India and Pakistan on 2 July 1972 in Shimla. It followed from 
the Bangladesh Liberation war in 1971 that led to the independence of Bangladesh, which was earlier known 
as East Pakistan and was part of the territory of Pakistan. 
 
The Tashkent Declaration was a peace agreement between India and Pakistan signed on 10 January 1966 that 
resolved the Indo-Pakistani War of 1965.  
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48) Consider the following statements regarding Indo–Soviet Treaty of Peace, Friendship and Cooperation. 
 1. Indo–Soviet Treaty of Peace, Friendship and Cooperation was a significant deviation from India's 
previous position of non-alignment during the Cold War. 
 2. The treaty played an important role in Sino-Indian War of 1962. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
The Indo–Soviet Treaty of Peace, Friendship and Cooperation was a treaty signed between India and the Soviet 
Union in August 1971 that specified mutual strategic cooperation. That was a significant deviation from India's 
previous position of non-alignment during the Cold War and was a factor in the 1971 Indo-Pakistani war. 
The treaty was caused by increasing Pakistani ties with China and the United States and played an important 
role in the 1971 Bangladesh Liberation War. 

 
49) Which of the following operations by Indian Military were related to Harmandir Sahib (Golden Temple) 

complex? 
 1. Operation Black Thunder  
 2. Operation Polo 
 3. Operation Blue Star  
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Operation Blue Star was the code name of an Indian military action which was carried out between 1 and 10 
June, 1984, in order to capture the Sikh leader Jarnail Singh Bhindranwale and his followers hidden inside the 
buildings of Harmandir Sahib (Golden Temple) complex in Amritsar, Punjab.  
 
Operation Black Thunder is the name given to two operations that took place in India in the late 1980s to flush 
out remaining Kharku Sikh militants from the Golden Temple using 'Black Cat' commandos of the National 
Security Guards Like Operation Blue Star, these attacks were on Kharku Sikhs who were based in the Golden 
Temple in Amritsar, Punjab. 
 
Operation Polo: Indian armed forces ended the rule of the Nizam of Hyderabad and led to the incorporation of 
the princely state of Hyderabad into the Indian Union 

 
50) During the Cold war period, the term ‘Third World’ referred to 

a) Poor or developing countries 
b) Middle Eastern region  
c) Colonies of Europe   
d) Countries that were not aligned with either USA or Soviet Union 
 
Solution: d) 

 
Third World countries were labelled during the Cold War to reference those nations that were not aligned with 
either the United States or the Soviet Union. 
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Since the fall of the Soviet Union and the end of the Cold War, the term Third World has decreased in use. It is 
being replaced with terms such as developing countries, least developed countries or the Global South. 

 
51) Which of the following animals/birds are depicted in the rock shelters of Bhimbetka? 
 1. rhinoceros 
 2. wild boar 
 3. tiger 
 4. peacocks 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 3 
 b) 1, 2, 4 
 c) 2, 3, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
Bhimbetka owes its name to the characters of the longest epic in the world, the Mahabharata. It is believed that 
when the five brothers, called Pandavas, were banished from their kingdom, they came here and stayed in these 
caves, the massive rocks seating the gigantic frame of Bhima, the second Pandava. 
 
Bhimbetka is an archaeological treasure. The rock paintings have numerous layers belonging to various epochs of 
time, ranging from the Upper Palaeolithic, Mesolithic Age to the protohistoric, early historic and medieval 
periods. The most ancient scenes here believed to be commonly belonging to the Mesolithic Age.  
 
Animals such as bison, tiger, rhinoceros, wild boar, elephants, monkeys, antelopes, lizards, peacocks etc. have 
been abundantly depicted in the rock shelters. This suggests that many of these were found locally. Popular 
religious and ritual symbols also occur frequently. 
 
52) Consider the following about the Painted Grey Ware culture (PGW). 
 1. It is an Iron Age culture of the Gangetic plain and the Ghaggar-Hakra valley. 
 2. It is contemporary to Northern Black Polished Ware associated with the rise of the great mahajanapada 
states and of the Magadha Empire. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
It is an Iron Age culture of the Gangetic plain and the Ghaggar-Hakra valley, lasting from roughly 1200 BCE to 
600 BCE. 
PGW are extremely fine to touch, with a nice, smooth surface. Perhaps these were used on special occasions, for 
important people, and to serve special food. 
It is contemporary to, and a successor of the Black and red ware culture. 
It is succeeded by Northern Black Polished Ware from c. 700-500 BCE, associated with the rise of the great 
mahajanapada states and of the Magadha Empire. 
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53) Welby Commission setup in British India was concerned with an enquiry into    

a) Royal Indian Navy (RIN) mutiny  
b) Atrocities of the Jallianwala Bagh massacre   
c) Drain of wealth issue   
d) Educational reforms in Indian Universities 
 
Solution: c) 

 
Dadabhai Naoroji in his famous book Poverty and UnBritish Rule in India wrote his Drain Theory.  
He showed how India’s wealth was going away to England in the form of: (a) salaries, (b)savings, (c) pensions, (d) 
payments to British troops in India and (e) profits of the British companies.  
The British Government was forced to appoint the Welby Commission, with Dadabhai as the first Indian as its 
member, to enquire into the Matter. 
The Welby Commission's report, published in 1900, showed a number of cases where excessive or unjust 
payments had been made by the Indian government. 
 
54) Which of the following was/were part of Nehru Report? 
 1. Universal adult suffrage 
 2. Dominion status on the lines of self-governing dominions 

3. Continuation of separate electorate 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
By boycotting the Simon commission, an All Parties Conference met in February 1928 and appointed a sub-
committee under the chairmanship of Motilal Nehru to draft a constitution. 
Nehru report recommended the Dominion status on the lines of self-governing dominions as the form of 
government desired by Indians. 
Report called for joint electorates with reservation of seats for Muslims at the Centre and in provinces where 
they are in minority. 
Nehru report recommended 19 fundamental rights including equal rights for women, right to form union 
and universal adult suffrage. 
 
55) Arrange the following events in the chronological order of their occurrence. 
 1. Wavell Plan 

2. Cripps Mission 
3. Quit India Movement 
4. Cabinet Mission 

Select the correct answer code: 
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 a) 2-3-4-1 
 b) 3-2-4-1 
 c) 3-2-1-4 
 d) 2-3-1-4 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
 
The Cripps Mission was a failed attempt in late March 1942 by the British government to secure full Indian 
cooperation and support for their efforts in World War II.  
 
The Quit India Movement, also known as the August Movement, was a movement launched at the Bombay 
session of the All India Congress Committee by Mahatma Gandhi on 8th August 1942, during World War II, 
demanding an end to British rule in India. 
 
The Wavell Plan was first presented at the Shimla Conference in 1945. 
 
A Cabinet Mission came to India in 1946 in order to discuss the transfer of power from the British government to 
the Indian political leadership, with the aim of preserving India's unity and granting its independence. 
 
56) The archaeological ruins of this location comprise the first great urban centre of the Indus valley civilization 

with burnt brick structures and listed as a UNESCO World Heritage Site. It is 
 a) Dholavira 

b) Lothal 
c) Mohenjodaro 
d) Inamgaon 
 
Solution: c) 

 

• The Archaeological Ruins at Moenjodaro are the best-preserved urban settlement in South Asia dating back 
to the beginning of the 3rd millennium BC, and exercised a considerable influence on the subsequent 
development of urbanization. 

• The archaeological ruins are located on the right bank of the Indus River 

• It was one of the largest settlements of the ancient Indus Valley Civilization. 

• The discovery of Moenjodaro in 1922 revealed evidence of the customs, art, religion and administrative 
abilities of its inhabitants. 

 
57) The ruling monarchs of which of these three chiefdoms were together called as muventars 
 a) Hoysalas, Kakatiyas and Nayakas 
 b) Chalukyas, Rashtrakutas and Western Chalukyas 
 c) Satavahanas, Pallavas and Kadambas 
 d) Cheras, Cholas and Pandyas 
 
 Solution: d) 
 

• The ruling monarchs of three chiefdoms of the Cheras, Cholas and Pandyas together were called 
muventars. 

• The Cholas ruled over the fertile Kaveri basin with Uraiyur as its capital and the important port was Puhar or 
Kaveripattinam. The most important ruler of this kingdom was Karikal. 

• The Pandyas ruled over the pastoral and littoral parts with Madurai as capital and Korkai as important port. 
Nedunjeliyan was the most famous king. 

• The Cheras controlled the hilly region in the west with Vanji or Karur as its capital and Muciris as the well-
known port. 

• Ashokan edicts also mention the muventars. 
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58) Mahabalipuram was a 7th Century port city of South Indian dynasty of 
 a) Cheras 
 b) Pandyas 
 c) Pallavas 
 d) Chalukyas 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
By the 7th century Mahabalipuram was a port city of South Indian dynasty of the Pallavas. 
It has a group of sanctuaries, which was carved out of rock along the Coromandel coast in the 7th and 8th 
centuries : rathas (temples in the form of chariots), mandapas (cave sanctuaries), giant open-air rock reliefs such 
as the famous Descent of the Ganges, and the Shore Temple, with thousands of sculptures to the glory of Shiva. 
The Group of Monuments at Mahabalipuram has been classified as a UNESCO World Heritage Site. 
 
59) Consider the following statements regarding Individual Satyagraha. 
 1. After the failure of August offer Gandhi decided to initiate a limited satyagraha on an individual basis 
by a few selected individuals in every locality. 

2. It aimed to show that nationalist patience was not due to weakness. 
 3. Vallabhai Patel was the first to start the individual satyagraha. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
After the failure of August offer Gandhi decided to initiate a limited satyagraha on an individual basis by a few 
selected individuals in every locality. 
The aims of launching individual satyagraha were: 
(i) to show that nationalist patience was not due to weakness;  
(ii) to express people’s feeling that they were not interested in the war and that they made no distinction 
between Nazism and the double autocracy that ruled India; and 
(iii) to give another opportunity to the Government to accept Congress’ demands peacefully. 
 
Vinoba Bhave was the first to offer the satyagraha and Nehru, the second. By May 1941, 25,000 people had 
been convicted for individual civil disobedience. 
 
60) Consider the following statements. 

1. Jawaharlal Nehru and Subhash Chandra Bose jointly set up the Independence for India League. 
2. National Planning Committee was set up by Subhash Chandra Bose in 1938. 

Which of the above statement sis/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Jawaharlal Nehru and Subhash Chandra Bose rejected the idea of Dominion status by Nehru report and jointly 
set up the Independence for India League.  
National Planning Committee was set up in 1938 by Subhash Chandra Bose who was persuaded by Meghnad 
Saha. 
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6. Environment 
 
1) Each organism has an invariably defined range of conditions that it can tolerate, diversity in the resources it 

utilises and a distinct functional role in the ecological system, all these together comprise its 
 a) Ecology 
 b) Ecosystem 
 c) Ecological Niche 
 d) Ecotone 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
What are the key elements that lead to so much variation in the physical and chemical conditions of different 
habitats? 
The most important ones are temperature, water, light and soil. We must remember that the physico-chemical 
(abiotic) components alone do not characterize the habitat of an organism completely; the habitat includes biotic 
components also – pathogens, parasites, predators and competitors – of the organism with which they interact 
constantly. We assume that over a period of time, the organism had through natural selection, evolved 
adaptations to optimise its survival and reproduction in its habitat. Each organism has an invariably defined 
range of conditions that it can tolerate, diversity in the resources it utilises and a distinct functional role in the 
ecological system, all these together comprise its niche. 
 
2) Consider the following statements regarding ecological productivity. 
 1. Primary production is defined as the amount of biomass or organic matter produced per unit area over 
a time period by plants during photosynthesis.  
 2. A considerable amount of Gross primary productivity is utilised by plants in respiration.  
 3. Net primary productivity is defined as the rate of formation of new organic matter by consumers. 
Which of the above statement sis/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
A constant input of solar energy is the basic requirement for any ecosystem to function and sustain. Primary 
production is defined as the amount of biomass or organic matter produced per unit area over a time period by 
plants during photosynthesis.  
It can be divided into gross primary productivity (GPP) and net primary productivity (NPP).  
 
Gross primary productivity of an ecosystem is the rate of production of organic matter during photosynthesis. A 
considerable amount of GPP is utilised by plants in respiration. Gross primary productivity minus respiration 
losses (R), is the net primary productivity (NPP). 
 
Net primary productivity is the available biomass for the consumption to heterotrophs (herbivores and 
decomposers). 
 
Secondary productivity is defined as the rate of formation of new organic matter by consumers. Primary 
productivity depends on the plant species inhabiting a particular area. It also depends on a variety of 
environmental factors, availability of nutrients and photosynthetic capacity of plants. Therefore, it varies in 
different types of ecosystems. 
 
3) Consider the following statements regarding biodiversity. 
 1. Biodiversity is the totality of genes, species, and ecosystems in a region. 
 2. The term Biodiversity was popularized by the socio-biologist Edward Wilson. 
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 3. The Western Ghats have a greater amphibian species diversity than the Eastern Ghats. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
All the species of organisms inhabiting a particular area (land or water) are together termed as BIODIVERSITY or 
Biological Diversity of that area. In other words, “Species-richness of a place is called as its biodiversity.” 
According to the world Resource Institute, IUCN and UNEP (1992) – “Biodiversity is the totality of genes, species, 
and ecosystems in a region.” 
 
Biodiversity is the term popularized by the socio-biologist Edward Wilson to describe the combined diversity at 
all the levels of biological organisation. The most important of them are– 

(i) Genetic diversity: A single species might show high diversity at the genetic level over its distributional 
range. The genetic variation shown by the medicinal plant Rauwolfia vomitoria growing in different 
Himalayan ranges might be in terms of the potency and concentration of the active chemical (reserpine) 
that the plant produces. India has more than 50,000 genetically different strains of rice, and 1,000 
varieties of mango. 
(ii) Species diversity: The diversity at the species level, for example, the Western Ghats have a greater 
amphibian species diversity than the Eastern Ghats. 
(iii) Ecological diversity: At the ecosystem level, India, for instance, with its deserts, rain forests, 
mangroves, coral reefs, wetlands, estuaries, and alpine meadows has a greater ecosystem diversity than a 
Scandinavian country like Norway. 
 

4) Consider the following statements regarding Community. 
1. Community is a group of organisms usually of the same species, occupying a defined area during a 
specific time. 
2. Communities in most instances are named after the dominant plant form. 

Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
Population is a group of organisms usually of the same species, occupying a defined area during a specific time.  
Population growth rate is the percentage variation between the number of individuals in a population at two 
different times. Therefore, the population growth rate can be positive or negative. 
 
Community: 
Communities in most instances are named after the dominant plant form. 
For example, a grassland community is dominated by grasses, though it may contain herbs, trees, etc. 
 
5) Consider the following statements regarding Ramsar Convention. 
 1. It is the oldest of the modern global intergovernmental environmental agreements. 
 2. The Convention uses a broad definition of wetlands and includes peatlands, oases, estuaries and also 
human-made sites such as fish ponds, rice paddies and salt pans. 
 3. India has more than 50 sites designated as Wetlands of International Importance. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 2 only 
 b) 1, 2 
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 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
The Convention on Wetlands is the oldest of the modern global intergovernmental environmental agreements. 
The treaty was negotiated through the 1960s by countries and non – governmental organizations concerned 
about the increasing loss and degradation of wetland habitat for migratory waterbirds. It was adopted in the 
Iranian city of Ramsar in 1971 and came into force in 1975.  
 
The Convention’s mission is “the conservation and wise use of all wetlands through local and national actions and 
international cooperation, as a contribution towards achieving sustainable development throughout the world”. 
 
Wetlands are among the most diverse and productive ecosystems. They provide essential services and supply all 
our fresh water. However, they continue to be degraded and converted to other uses. 
The Convention uses a broad definition of wetlands. It includes all lakes and rivers, underground aquifers, 
swamps and marshes, wet grasslands, peatlands, oases, estuaries, deltas and tidal flats, mangroves and other 
coastal areas, coral reefs, and all human-made sites such as fish ponds, rice paddies, reservoirs and salt pans. 
 
There are 49 Ramsar sites in India.  
 
6) Mosses is a bioindicator. What do you understand by this statement?  

1. It reflects changes to ecosystems such as pollution.  
2. It does not contain mRNA.  
3. It cannot be cloned or genetically engineered.  

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 1 only  
b) 2, 3  
c) 3 only  
d) 1, 2  

 
 Solution: a) 
 
Mosses are a common flowerless plant found in all cities especially in damp (humid) or shady locations. It 
generally absorbs water and nutrients from their immediate environments.  
 
So, according to scientists, delicate mosses found on rocks and trees in cities around the world can be used as 
low-cost bio indicator to monitor urban pollution and to measure the impact of atmospheric change.  
As a bio indicator, mosses respond to pollution or drought- stress by changing its shape, density or 
disappearing. This characteristic will allow scientists to calculate atmospheric alterations and air pollution. 

 
7) Consider the following statements regarding Photosynthetically Active Radiation (PAR). 
 1. Photosynthetically Active Radiation (PAR) is the amount of light available for photosynthesis. 
 2. PAR changes seasonally and varies depending on the latitude and time of day. 
 3. Higher PAR leads to decrease in plant growth. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

a) 1, 2 
b) 1, 3 
c) 2, 3 
d) 1, 2, 3 
 
Solution: a) 
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Photosynthetically Active Radiation (PAR) is the amount of light available for photosynthesis, which is light in 
the 400 to 700 nanometer wavelength range. PAR changes seasonally and varies depending on the latitude and 
time of day. 
Levels are greatest during the summer at mid-day. 
Air pollution also affects PAR by filtering out the amount of sunlight that can reach plants. 
Photosynthetically Active Radiation is needed for photosynthesis and plant growth. Higher PAR promotes plant 
growth. 

 
8) With reference to the evolution of living organisms on earth, which of the following is the correct sequence of 

evolution?  
a) Snakes-Spiders-Corals-Horses  
b) Corals-Spiders-Snakes-Horses  
c) Spiders-Snakes-Corals-Horses  
d) Horses-Spiders-Snakes-Corals  
 
Solution: b) 

  
Living organisms were first evolved on seas and then moved to lands. Simple organisms like blue green algae, 
bacteria were first evolved, then it lead to corals, spiders and complex animals like snakes, horses etc.,  

 
9) Seaweeds are macroscopic algae usually found in oceans. In this context, which of the following can be the 

possible benefits of it?  
1. It reduces coastal eutrophication.  
2. It can be used as fertilizer for plants.  
3. It is a vital food for marine organism.  

Select the correct answer code:  
a) 2, 3  
b) 3 only  
c) 1, 3  
d) 1, 2, 3  

 
Solution: d) 

 
All the above are the benefits of sea weeds.  
 
Seaweed, or macroalgae, refers to several species of macroscopic, multicellular, marine algae. Seaweed species 
such as kelps provide essential nursery habitat for fisheries and other marine species and thus protect food 
sources; other species, such as planktonic algae, play a vital role in capturing carbon, producing up to 90% of 
Earth's oxygen.  

 
10) Which of the following statements best describes biotic potential?  
  a) It refers to the potential biomass of a population measured as dry weight per unit area.  
  b) It refers to the minimum population of a species required to sustain a food web.  
 c) It refers to the maximum reproductive capacity of an organism under optimum environmental 
conditions.  
  d) It refers to the possible functional roles a species can play in an ecosystem.  
 

Solution: c) 
 
Biotic potential, the maximum reproductive capacity of an organism under optimum environmental conditions. 
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