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Indian culture will cover the salient aspects of Art Forms, Literature and 

Architecture from ancient to modern times. 

Sangam literature offers valuable insights in reconstructing the history of ancient 

south India. Discuss. (250 words). 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: Indian Express , Insights on India 
Why the question: 
Sattanar’s story of Manimekalai from circa the second or third century CE is an action-packed tale 
with many sub-plots, a curious cast of characters and a methodical comparison of the major Indian 
doctrines. It also has excellent details on the customs, manners and ceremonies of ‘Tamizhagam’, the 
old Tamil country that narrowed south to the sea from the northern boundary of the Tirupati hills. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the historical importance of Sangam literature. 
Directive word:  
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you must debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You must give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by writing about the three Tamil Sangams and the formation of state in Southern India. 
Body: 
In the first part, write about I detail bring out the various dimensions of the Sangam texts – Ideals, 
ritualism, mysticism and tale of valour and love. 
Next, write about Sangam literature as historical texts, they give information about kings, dynasties, 
administration, taxes, trade and commerce, societal aspects etc. The classical epics also throw light 
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on contemporary events as well as historical aspects. Show the refined and advanced nature of 
literature. Use various Sangam texts as examples to substantiate your points. 
Write a few criticisms of Sangam literature as historical texts – lack of chronology, discontinuities etc. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by giving your opinion of Sangam texts as source of history. 
  

The Sangam Age constitutes an important chapter in the history of South India. According to 

Tamil legends, there existed three Sangams (Academy of Tamil poets) in ancient Tamil Nadu 

popularly called Muchchangam. These Sangams flourished under the royal patronage of the 

Pandyas. 

Body 

Background 

 The first Sangam, held at then Madurai, was attended by gods and legendary sages but no 

literary work of this Sangam was available.  

 The second Sangam was held at Kapadapuram but the all the literary works had perished except 

Tolkappiyam.  

 The third Sangam at Madurai was founded by Mudathirumaran. It was attended by a large 

number of poets who produced voluminous literature but only a few had survived. 

Sangam Literature: Literary masterpiece 

 The corpus of Sangam literature includes Tolkappiyam, Ettutogai, Pattuppattu, 

Pathinenkilkanakku, and the two epics- Silappathigaram and Manimegalai. 

 It is a work on Tamil grammar but it provides information on the political and socio- economic 

conditions of the Sangam period. 

 Both Ettutogai and Pattuppattu were divided into two main groups – Aham (love) and Puram 

(valour).  

 Pathinenkilkanakku contains eighteen works mostly dealing with ethics and morals. The most 

important among them is Tirukkural authored by Thiruvalluvar.  

 Silappathigaram written by Elango Adigal and Manimegalai by Sittalai Sattanar also provides 

valuable information on the Sangam polity and society. 

Sangam Literature: source of Ancient Indian history 

 Political history: The Tamil country was ruled by three dynasties namely the Chera, Chola and 

Pandyas during the Sangam Age. The political history of these dynasties can be traced from the 

literary references. 

 Position of women: There is a plenty of information in the Sangam literature to trace the 

position of women during the Sangam age. Women poets like Avvaiyar, Nachchellaiyar, and 

Kakkaipadiniyar flourished in this period and contributed to Tamil literature. The courage of 

women was also appreciated in many poems. 

 Sangam Society: Tolkappiyam refers to the five-fold division of lands - Kurinji (hilly tracks), 

Mullai (pastoral), Marudam (agricultural), Neydal (coastal) and Palai (desert). 
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 Tolkappiyam also refers to four castes namely arasar, anthanar, vanigar and vellalar.  

 The ruling class was called arasar. Anthanars played a significant role in the Sangam 

polity and religion. Vanigars carried on trade and commerce. The vellalars were 

agriculturists. 

 Sangam Polity: Hereditary monarchy was the form of government during the Sangam period. 

Land revenue was the chief source of state’s income while custom duty was also imposed on 

foreign trade. 

 Trade: Both internal and foreign trade was well organized and briskly carried on in the Sangam 

Age. The Sangam literature, Greek and Roman accounts and the archaeological evidences 

provide detailed information on this subject. 

 Spinning and weaving of cotton and silk clothes attained a high quality.  

 The poems mention the cotton clothes as thin as a cloud of steam or a slough of a snake.  

 There was a great demand in the western world for the cotton clothes woven at Uraiyur. 

 Agriculture: Agriculture was the chief occupation. Rice was the common crop. Ragi, sugarcane, 

cotton, pepper, ginger, turmeric, cinnamon and a variety of fruits were the other crops. 

However, there are dispute among the exact period of sangam age and its chronology. The most 

probable date of the Sangam literature has been fixed between the third century B.C. to third 

century A.D. on the basis of literary, archaeological and numismatic evidences. 

Conclusion 

The Sangam age Tamil literary works remain useful sources to reconstruct the history of the period 

providing major insights into the social and economic life of people, especially in the Southern India. 

Mathematics on the Indian subcontinent has a rich history going back over 3,000 

years and thrived for centuries as Indian mathematicians made seminal contributions 

to the study of trigonometry, algebra, arithmetic and negative numbers among other 

areas. Elaborate. (250 words). 
Introduction 

Ancient Indian mathematicians have contributed immensely to the field of mathematics. The 

invention of zero is attributed to Indians and this contribution outweighs all other made by any 

other nation since it is the basis of the decimal number system, without which no advancement in 

mathematics would have been possible. The number system used today was invented by Indians 

and it is still called Indo-Arabic numerals because Indians invented them and the Arab merchants 

took them to the western world. 

Body 

Contributions of ancient Indian mathematicians 

 Bhaskaracharya: He was the one who acknowledged that any number divided by zero is 

infinity and that the sum of any number and infinity is also infinity. 

 Aryabhata: Mathematician Aryabhata was the first person to create a symbol for zero and it 

was through his efforts that mathematical operations like addition and subtraction started 
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using the digit, zero. The concept of zero and its integration into the place-value system also 

enabled one to write numbers, no matter how large, by using only ten symbols. 

 Brahmagupta:  In the seventh century, the first written evidence of the rules for working 

with zero were formalised in the Brahmasputha Siddhanta. In his seminal text, the 

astronomer Brahmagupta introduced rules for solving quadratic equations (so beloved of 

secondary school mathematics students) and for computing square roots. 

 Pingala: The Fibonacci numbers and their sequence first appear in Indian mathematics as 

mātrāmeru, mentioned by Pingala in connection with the Sanskrit tradition of prosody. 

 Later on, the methods for the formation of these numbers were given by 

mathematicians Virahanka, Gopala and Hemachandra, much before the Italian 

mathematician Fibonacci introduced the fascinating sequence to Western European 

mathematics. 

 Baudhayana: The Pythagoras theorem finds a place in Baudhayana’s Śulbasūtras, which 

dates back to about 800 BC—more than 200 years before Pythagoras was born. 

 Bhaskara II: Pell’s equation, attributed by 18th century Swiss mathematician Leonhard Euler 

to 17th century English mathematician John Pell was originally solved by Bhaskara II, a 12th 

century Indian mathematician-astronomer. 

Significance 

 The leap, made in India, that transformed zero from a simple placeholder to a number in its 

own right indicates the mathematically enlightened culture that was flourishing on the 

subcontinent at a time when Europe was stuck in the dark ages.  

 Although its reputation suffers from the Eurocentric bias, the subcontinent has a strong 

mathematical heritage, which it continues into the 21st century by providing key players at 

the forefront of every branch of mathematics. 

 Indian heritage is one of the richest and oldest among the world. From the time of ancient 

India, scientific and technological developments were done.  

 Many famous mathematicians from India contributed a lot in the development of theories 

that we still use and applied in the majority of fields.  

 Indian civilization has a long-recorded history of scientific culture that goes back to more 

than 5000 years.  

 Indian heritage has been known for its various developments like gemstone therapy, 

ayurvedic medicine, physics, farming, literature and many more. 

Conclusion 

Indians have thus made immense contribution to mathematics and even in modern times they have 

continued to do so. India has a rich heritage not only in art and culture but also in mathematics and 

science. This wealth of knowledge was taken to Arab and onward to Europe. What Europeans 

discovered or invented centuries later were mentioned in ancient text a long time before it became 

known to the world. 
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The great Pallava rulers of Kanchipuram, were great builders and the Pallava 

craftsmen, seized upon the long outcrop or rocks and boulders available on the sea 

shore, carved them and gave to them the shape of temples. Elaborate. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Easy 
Reference: Insights on India ,  The Hindu 
Why the question: 
A well-connected transportation network, a handful of star hotels and the ease of ensuring various 
security measures are among the major factors that helped Mamallapuram emerge as the host for 
44 th FIDE Chess Olympiad commencing July 28. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the transformation in Pallava architecture from rock cut to stone built temples. 
Directive word:  
Elaborate – Give a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the context. You must 
be defining key terms wherever appropriate and substantiate with relevant associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by mentioning how Pallavas laid the foundation of south Indian architecture. 
Body: 
Discuss about the four stages of temple development and explain how they evolved from rock cut 
structure to stone built temples. Mention the major features of early stages of Dravidian architecture 
under Pallavas. Highlight along with examples. 
Next, write about development of sculpture along with examples under Pallavas. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by commenting on the pioneer nature of Pallavan contributions to Indian art and 
architecture. 
Introduction 

The Pallava dynasty existed between the 3rd and 9th centuries CE, ruling a portion of what is today 

Andhra Pradesh (early Pallavas) and Tamil Nadu (later Pallavas).The tradition of direct patronization 

of the temples began with the Pallavas. Starting with rock-cut temples, Pallava sculptors later 

graduated to free-standing structural shrines which inspired Chola temples of a later age. 

Body 

Perhaps no other empire has garnered appreciation for their contribution to rock-cut architecture as 

Pallavas. Some of the monuments created by Pallavas during their rule through rock excavation have 

garnered the worldwide admiration for its beauty and the skills displayed by the artists. Pallava 

sculpture shows greater details of workmanship, lighter anatomy and more developed artistic 

finishing. 

They were the pioneers of South Indian art and architecture as they had introduced the stone 

architecture in the Tamil country. Even as a building material, stone was not or rarely used here, 

possibly because of its strong association with funerary customs. The fascination of carving whole 

temples into the living rock which spread over India during the first millennium AD had not yet 

seized the South by the end of the 6th century. Their contributions are still extant 

because granite was used for building temples and carving sculptures. 

Evolution of architecture of Pallavas 

 Pallava architecture can be now sub-divided into two phases – the rock cut phase and the 

structural phase. 
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 Rock cut phase: 

o The rock cut phase lasted from the 610 to 668 AD and consisted of two groups of 

monuments – the Mahendra group and the Mamalla group. 

o The Mahendra groupis the name given to monuments constructed during the reign 

of Mahendravarman I 

 The monuments of this group are invariably pillared halls hewn out of 

mountain faces. 

 These pillared halls or mandapas follow the prototype of Jain temples of the 

period. 

 The best examples of Mahendra group of monuments are the cave temples 

at Mandagapattu, Pallavaram and Mamandur. 

o The second group of rock cut monuments belong to the Mamalla group . 

 During this period free-standing monolithic shrines called rathas were 

constructed alongside pillared halls. 

 Some of the best examples of this style are the Pancha Rathas and Arjuna’s 

Penance at Mahabalipuram. 

o Free standing temples: 

 The second phase of Pallava architecture is the structural phase when free-

standing shrines were constructed with stone and mortar brought in for 

the purpose. 

 The Rajasimha group encompasses the early structural temples of the 

Pallavas when a lot of experimentation was carried out. 

 The best examples of this period are the Shore Temple at 

Mahabalipuram and the Kanchi Kailasanathar Templeat 

Kanchipuram both constructed by Narasimhavarman II who was 

known as Rajasimha. 

 The best example of the Nandivarman group of monuments is the Vaikunta 

Perumal Temple at Kanchipuram. 

Conclusion 

During this period, Pallava architecture attained full maturity and provided the models upon which 

the massive Brihadeeswarar Temple of the Cholas at Thanjavur and Gangaikonda Cholapuram and 

various other architectural works of note were constructed. 

The recent announcement of 11 ancient temples in Kancheepuram making it to the UNESCO’s 

tentative list of world heritage sites opens an avenue for the region to be back on the tourism map. 

This will ensure better care of the structures as the final honour brings with it international 

recognition. 
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Modern Indian history from about the middle of the eighteenth century until the 

present- significant events, personalities, issues. 

Examine the reasons as to why tribal revolts and rebellions against the colonial regime 

failed? Why are these revolts significant and what relevance do they have for the 

present day? 250 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: Indian Express , Insights on India 
Why the question: 
The fourth of July marks the 125th birth anniversary of Alluri Sitarama Raju, one of India’s 
revolutionary heroes whose guerilla tactics and daring attacks struck terror in the hearts of the 
British. Let us bow our heads in the memory of such fearless heroes who did not get their due from 
recorded history. The occasion significantly coincides with the Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav celebrations, 
commemorating the 75th year of Independence. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about how various forms of oppression resulted in various tribal revolts, reasons for its 
failures and its significance. 
Directive word:  
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Examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we must investigate the topic (content words) in detail, inspect 
it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so 
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start by mentioning that eighteenth and the nineteenth centuries witnessed many tribal uprisings 
against the oppression of ruling class. 
Body: 
Mention about the various issues faced by tribals such as imposition of a high land revenue demand 
by the state, corrupt practices, the colonial policies further aggravating their hardships such as 
destruction of Indian handloom and handicraft industries eviction of peasants from their lands, 
encroachment on tribal lands etc, money lenders, eviction etc. Cite a few instances of peasant and 
tribal revolts such as Bhil, Mappila, Santhal etc to substantiate your points. 
Next, write about the reasons for the failure of these revolts. 
Next, Write about its significance of these tribal revolts. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by mentioning that in the long run up to the National freedom struggle, the Peasants and 
tribals struggle evolved and became part of main stream national movement eventually. 
Introduction 

The Tribal population, being conservative, was interested in retaining the existing salient features of 

their society. Tribal movements were inspired by revolutionary tendencies. They wanted to make 

use of the situation to fight and eliminate evils and ill-tendencies that existed in the contemporary 

tribal society. Before British influence, tribals had depended on the forest for food, fuel and fodder. 

They practiced shifting cultivation (jhum, podu, etc.), taking recourse to fresh forest lands when their 

existing lands showed signs of exhaustion. The colonial government changed all this. 

Body 

Background 

 The fourth of July marks the 125th birth anniversary of Alluri Sitarama Raju, one of India’s 

revolutionary heroes whose guerilla tactics and daring attacks struck terror in the hearts of 

the British. 

 The occasion significantly coincides with the Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav celebrations, 

commemorating the 75th year of Independence. 

Reasons for failure 

 Though these early movements created a healthy culture promoting expression of local 

dissent against authoritarianism, they also faced certain limitations. 

 Though as single events, these revolts were powerful and pervasive in their region; from the 

national perspective, they were localised and isolated events that didn’t capture the popular 

imagination of the nation at large. This limited the effect that these uprisings could have 

had. 

 Additionally, most of these uprisings arose from dissatisfaction over local grievances, and 

the rest of the nation could not identify with the agitating persons and express empathy for 

their grievances. 
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 The uprisings were not revolutionary in ideas, thought or ideology, but were just external 

manifestations of protests over particular grievances. 

 They presented no alternate solution to the public, and failed to galvanise them into action. 

 The leaders of most of these uprisings were semi-feudal in character and hence, had a 

traditional, conservative outlook. 

 They were easily satisfied if the British provided even minor concessions or agreed to their 

specific demands. 

 Hence, no large scale reform of society was perceived or even demanded for by the people 

participating in these protests. 

Significance 

 The uprisings helped create an united notion against the oppressive nature of British rule. 

 It laid bare the colonial rule of East India company. 

 It played an important role in bringing the tribal people together and imparting to them the 

consciousness of belonging to one country. 

 The Tribal rebellions in India took place for social, cultural and political reasons, particularly 

against the acquisition of their land and exerted their rights over forest resources. 

Relevance for present day 

 The stellar contribution of our tribal communities to the country’s freedom struggle and 

nation-building helps us in understanding the contemporary tribal communities of India. 

 Our youth must learn the spirit of sacrifice and unwavering commitment to freedom and 

national dignity, unity and integrity from our freedom fighters. 

 This would be a rightful tribute to these heroes who sacrificed everything for the sake of our 

freedom. 

Conclusion 

It is evident that the colonial rule even, during the days of the east India Company witnessed 

numerous uprising and disturbances. These varied grievances reached their climax in the revolt of 

1857, which in spite of targeting certain groups of Indians remains the prominent uprising against 

the British before the beginning of the Indian Freedom movement. 

Value addition 

The causes for the tribal uprisings included 

 Imposition of Land revenue Settlement. For instance, Famine, enhanced land revenue 

demands and economic distress goaded the Chuar aboriginal tribesmen of the Jungle Mahal 

of Midnapore district and also of the Bankura district (in Bengal) to take up arms. 

 British policies and acts like the establishment of  the Forest  department  in  1864, 

Government  Forest  Act (1865) and Indian  Forest  Act (1878)which restricted the activities 

of tribals in forest areas led to their ire against the British. g.: Koya revolt against British for 

denial of tribal’s rights over forest areas. 
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 Extension of settled agriculture. E.g.: : The British expansion on their territory led to 

an uprising by the martial Pahariyas of the Raj Mahal Hills in 1778. 

 New excise regulations which imposed a ban on tribals to make their own liquor, an 

important trait of their culture. 

 Large scale transfer of forest land. g.: large-scale transfers of land from Kol headmen to 

outsiders like Hindu, Sikh and Muslim farmers and money-lenders who were oppressive and 

demanded heavy taxes. 

 Restrictions on shifting cultivation in forest. For e.g.: Khasi and Garo rebellions against 

occupation of hilly land and ban on shifting cultivation. 

 Introduction of the notion of private property. 

 Exploitation by   low   country   traders   and money lenders. E.g.: Santhal rebellion against 

moneylenders and traders. The Ulgulan uprising against money lenders 

 Work of Christian Missionaries and against the interference of other religions such as 

Hinduism, Islam and Christianity. g: Tana Bhagat Movement 

The rise of Indian Nationalism was a reaction against the discriminatory and devious 

policies and nature of the British rule. Critically Analyze. (250 words) 
Difficulty Level: Moderate 
Reference: A Brief History of Modern India by Spectrum Publishers. 
 Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of the General studies paper – 1. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To analyze the nature of Rise of nationalism in India. Was it a reaction against the policies of British? 
Or was it born on its own? 
Directive: 
Critically analyze – When asked to analyze, you have to examine methodically the structure or 
nature of the topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
When ‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the 
topic and give a fair judgment? 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start the answer by describing the genesis of Indian nationalism in the late nineteenth century. 
Body: 
In the first part of the body, analyze how Indian nationalism was a reaction against policies of the 
British. Mention about the Despotic nature of the rule, the racial discrimination, the lack of proper 
administration, lack of Indians in administration, alien rule, the loot and the plunder, indiscriminate 
taxation, ruining of Industries etc. 
In the next part, analyze how Indian nationalism was a product of its own maturity. Introduction of 
modern education, the influx of ideas of liberalism and constitutionalism, the rise of an educated 
middle class, the impact of the press, the impact of socio-religious reform movements etc. 
Conclusion: 
Pass a balanced judgement as to how Indian Nationalism took birth. 
Introduction 

Indian Nationalist Movement was a grand and prolonged struggle launched against British 

imperialism. Nationalism was the main ideology and the instrument with whose help this struggle 

was launched. 
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In the context of the Indian Nationalist Movement, Indian nationalism represented two major 

ideas: anti-imperialism and national unity. In other words, any person, movement or organisation 

that practised and upheld these two ideas, could be considered a nationalist. 

Body 

The rise and growth of Indian nationalism was the response generated by the British government 

through the creation of a new institution, new opportunities and new style allocation of resources as 

well as a worldwide upsurge of the concepts of nationalism initiated by the French Revolution. 

Factors responsible for the growth of Modern Nationalism during British rule  

 Political and administrative divide:Partition of Bengal in 1905, carried out by the British 

viceroy, Lord Curzon. 

 Political Unity: For the first time, most of the regions in India were united politically and 

administratively under a single power (the British rule). It introduced a uniform system of 

law and government. 

 Development of Communication and Transport: The introduction of railways, telegraphs 

and postal services and the construction of roads and canals facilitated communication 

among the people. All these brought Indians nearer to each other and provided the facility 

to organise the national movement on an all-India basis. 

 English Language and Western Education: The English language played an important role in 

the growth of nationalism in the country. The English educated Indians, who led the national 

movement, developed Indian nationalism and organised it. Western education facilitated 

the spread of the concepts of liberty, equality, freedom and nationalism and sowed the 

seeds of nationalism. 

 The Role of the Press: The Indian Press, both English and vernacular, had also aroused the 

national consciousness. 

 Social and Religious Movements of the Nineteenth Century: The leaders of various 

organisations like the Brahmo Samaj, Ramakrishna Mission, Arya Samaj, and Theosophical 

Society generated a feeling of regard for and pride in the motherland. 

 Economic Exploitation by the British: A good deal of anti-British feeling was created by the 

economic policy pursued by the British government in India. The English systematically 

ruined the Indian trade and native industries. Therefore, economic exploitation by the 

British was one of the most important causes for the rise of Indian nationalism. 

 Revolt of 1857: The Revolt of 1857 created a kind of permanent bitterness and suspicion 

between the British and the Indians. The English feeling of racial superiority grew. India as a 

nation and Indians as individuals were subjected to insults, humiliation and contemptuous 

treatment. 

 Administration of Lytton: Lord Lytton arranged the Delhi Durbar at a time when the larger 

part of India was in the grip of famine. He passed the Vernacular Press Act which curbed the 

liberty of the Indian Press. His Arms Act was a means to prevent the Indians from keeping 

arms. All these measures created widespread discontent among the Indians. 
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 The Ilbert Bill controversy: The Ilbert Bill was presented in the Central Legislature during the 

Viceroyalty of Lord Ripon. The Bill tried to remove racial inequality between Indian and 

European judges in courts. This Bill was opposed by the British residents in India. Ultimately 

the Bill was modified. 

 Role of Western Thought and Education:The modern education played an important role in 

awakening of Indian political thinking because it assimilates the modern western ideas. The 

British introduces modern education to educate a small section of upper and middle classes 

to create a class “Indian in blood and colour, but English in taste” who would act as 

interpreters between the Government and the masses. 

 Racial Antagonism: The Englishmen considered themselves as superior in all respects than 

the Indians. They never wanted to offer the Indians higher jobs even though they were 

qualified and intelligent. The age limit for Indian Civil Service Examination was kept at 

twenty-one and the examination was held at England. 

Indian Nationalism succeeded and is unique because of its various peculiarities  

 A Cosmic Vision:The framework of Indian culture places human beings in the centre of the 

universe, as a divine creation-which celebrates Individuality and differences of opinion in the 

society. 

 Sense of Harmony:Indian philosophy and culture tries to achieve an innate harmony and 

order in the society. 

 Tolerance:In India, tolerance and liberalism is found for all religions, castes, communities, 

etc. Indian society accepted and respected Shaka, Huna, Scythians, Muslim, Christian, Jews 

and Zoroastrians. Rulers like Ashoka, Akbar have patronized various religions and ensured 

that there is peaceful co-existence of religions. 

 Continuity and Stability: The light of ancient Indian culture life is yet glowing. Many 

invasions occurred, many rulers changed, many laws were passed but even today, the 

traditional institutions, religion, epics, literature, philosophy, traditions, etc. are alive. 

 Adaptability:Adaptability is the process of changing according to time, place and period. 

Indian society has shown fluidity and has adjusted itself with changing times. 

 Caste System and Hierarchy:Indian Society has evolved systems of social stratification, 

which in the past helped in accommodating outsiders, but concomitantly it has also been the 

reason for discrimination and prejudice. 

 Unity in diversity:Despite inherent difference Indian society celebrates unity in diversity 

which reflects in modern India’s founding principles and constitutional ideals. 

Conclusion 

British rule was largely responsible for a new awakening among the Indians. The collective impact of 

British rule and enlightenment of Indians led to increased nationalist feeling. 

Discuss the nature of the moderate phase of the Indian National Congress. Do you 

think their great faith in the British sense of justice and fair play was their major 

drawback? (250 words) 
Difficulty Level: Moderate 
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 Reference: A Brief History of Modern India by Spectrum Publishers. 
 Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of the General studies paper – 1. 
Key Demand of the question: To explain in detail the features of moderate phase pf INC and their 
style of functioning and to analyze the impact of their trust in the efficacy of British rule. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start by writing about the moderate phase of INC, its nature and its leaders. 
Body: 
Explain in the detail the nature of the moderate phase of INC. Their Aims and Objectives, 
Constitutional nature, Belief in the British, Inspiration, mode of operation, core composition, and 
important outcomes. 
Mention the belief of moderates in sense of justice of the British rule. They knew the exploitative 
nature of British rule but wanted its reforms and not expulsion. 
Mention at its nascent stage they could not all out ask for expulsion for the fear of a crackdown on 
the entire organization. They had to tread carefully between nationalistic interests and protecting the 
nascent congress. 
Conclusion: 
Pass a balanced judgement and highlight the major contributions of moderates. 
Introduction 

The moderates contributed significantly in Indian freedom struggle. The main objective of the 

Moderates was to achieve self-government within the British Empire. They followed a middle path 

and not an extreme path against British Empire. 

Body 

Nature of the Moderate Phase 

Political demands of the moderates were moderate: 

 From 1885 to 1892, their main demand continued to be expansion and reform of the 

Legislative Councils, the membership of the Councils for elected representatives of the 

people and also an increase in the powers of these Councils. 

 Holding the ICS exam in India along with England to allow more Indians the opportunity to 

take part in the administration. 

 the separation of the Judiciary from the executive 

 Freedom of speech and expression. 

 Freedom to form associations. 

 Repealing the Arms Act of 1878. 

 Increasing spending on education of Indians. 

However, Economic demands of moderates were radical: 
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 The most notable part of Moderates political work was their systematic and factual criticism 

of the economic policy of British rule through press and publication. 

 The focal point of the nationalist critique of colonialism was the drain theory. For instance, 

Dadabhai Naoroji put forward the idea that Britain was draining and ‘bleeding’ India. 

 Other nationalist leaders, journalists and propagandists followed in the foot-steps of 

Dadabhai Naoroji. R.C. Dutt, for example, made the drain the major theme of his Economic 

History of India. 

 They demanded Indian control over the public purse and raised the slogan that had earlier 

been raised by the Americans during their War of Independence, ‘No taxation without 

representation’. 

 Moderates strictly demanded to reduce the military expenditure and increase the 

allocation of money for activities such as health and education. 

 They demanded the reduction of land revenue and abolition of the salt tax and supported 

the imposition of income tax and import duties on products which the rich and the middle 

classes consumed. 

 Dadabhai Naoroji in his famous economic critique ‘Poverty and un-British rule in 

India’ popularly put it, foreign capital represented the ‘despoilation’ and ‘exploitation’ of 

Indian resources. 

o Similarly, the editor of the Hindustan Review and Kayastha Samachar described the 

use of foreign capital as ‘a system of international depradation’. 

 They demanded for the development and protection of Indian Industries through increased 

tariffs on imports and government aid for these industries. 

 After seeing the failure of the Government in this regard the nationalists popularised the 

idea of Swadeshi or use of Indian goods and boycott of British goods as a means of 

promoting Indian industries. 

 An enquiry into India’s growing poverty and famines. 

 They organized powerful intellectual agitations against nearly all the important official 

economic policies. They used these agitations to both understand and to explain to others 

the basis of these policies in the colonial structure. 

Limitations of Moderate phase:  

 However British rule, to most of them seemed to be an act of providence destined to bring 

in modernization. 

 The moderate politicians could not or did not organize an agitation against British rule 

because of them still shred an intrinsic faith in the English democratic liberal political 

tradition. 

 Their politics was very limited in terms of goals and methods. They were secular in their 

attitudes, though not always forthright enough to rise above their sectarian interests. They 

were conscious of the exploitative nature of British rule, but wanted its reforms and not 

expulsion. 
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 They equated liberty with class privilege and wanted gradual or piecemeal reforms. 

 Early Congressman had an implicit faith in the efficacy of peaceful and constitutional 

agitation as opposed to popular mean of agitation. 

 The movement was confined to the educated classes only. Did not try to employ the masses. 

 Believed in Petition, Prayer and Protest. They did not go for mass mobilisation. The basic 

weakness of the early national movement lay in its narrow social base. It did not penetrate 

down to the masses. In fact, the leaders lacked faith in the masses. 

 Their immediate demand was not for full self-government or democracy. They demanded 

democratic rights only for the educated members of the Indian society, who would 

substitute for the masses. 

Conclusion 

The nationalists were, thus, able to build a national movement while undermining the political and 

moral influence of imperialist rule. This helped in generating anti-imperialist sentiments among the 

public. But, at the same time, the nationalists failed to widen the democratic base of the movement 

by not including the masses, especially women, and not demanding the right to vote for all. 

Value addition 

Contributions of Moderate Nationalists: 

 The moderates led by Dadabhai Naoroji, R.C. Dutt, Dinshaw Wacha and others, analysed 

the political economy of British rule in India, and put forward the “drain theory” to explain 

British exploitation of India. 

 Moderates were able to create an all-India public opinion that British rule in India was the 

major cause of India’s poverty and economic backwardness. The moderates demanded 

reduction in land revenue, abolition of salt tax, improvement in working conditions of 

plantation labour, etc. 

 They helped in expansion of council’s i.e. greater participation of Indians in councils and 

helped in reform of councils i.e. more powers to councils, especially greater control over 

finances. 

 The early nationalists worked with the long-term objective of a democratic self-government. 

 They campaigned for General Administrative Reforms. They demanded and put pressure on 

British Empire on Indianisation of government service on the economic grounds. 

 They asked and contributed in Separation of judicial from executive functions. 

 They criticised: 

o Oppressive and tyrannical bureaucracy and an expensive and time-consuming 

judicial system. 

o Aggressive foreign policy which resulted in annexation of Burma, attack on 

Afghanistan and suppression of tribals in the North-West. 
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o Increase in expenditure on welfare, education, especially elementary and technical, 

irrigation works and improvement of agriculture, agricultural banks for cultivators 

etc. 

 They fought for civil rights including the right to speech, thought, association and a free 

press. Through campaigns, the nationalists were able to spread modern democratic ideas, 

and soon the defence of civil rights became an integral part of the freedom struggle. 

“What the reforms of 1909 gave to people of the country were merely a shadow 

rather than substance.” Elucidate. (250 words) 

Difficulty Level: Moderate 
Reference: A Brief History of Modern India by Spectrum Publishers. 
 Why this question: 
The question is based on the theme of Morley Minto Reforms. 
Key demand of the question: 
One has to discuss that the Reforms of 1909, commonly known as the Morley Minto Reforms were 
introduced to placate the moderates and driving them away from the extremists. It was a part of the 
three-pronged approach of repression-conciliation -suppression. However, it failed to satisfy 
moderates. 
Directive: 
Elucidate – Give a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the particular context. 
You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate them with relevant 
associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Body: 
Explain the following aspects:  
Discuss what the demands of the moderates were – like the expansion of legislative council, 
responsible government etc. 
How these reforms were just a shadow of what was actually demanded. For example  – Indians were 
allowed to participate in the election of the various legislative council but on the basis of class and 
community 
The number of elected members in legislative councils increased but the overall non-official majority 
was introduced in provincial councils. 
A separate electorate for Muslims was introduced 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that the reforms of 1909 instead of solving the political problems of the country created 
more chaos. 
Introduction 

The Morley-Minto reforms named after the Secretary of State for Indian Affairs Lord John Morley 

and the Viceroy Lord Minto was the alternative name given to Indian Councils Act 1909. It 

introduced for the first time the method of election, an attempt to widen the scope of legislative 

councils, placate the demands of moderates in Indian National Congress and to increase the 

participation of Indians in the governance. The Act amended the Indian Councils Acts of 1861 and 

1892. 

Body: 

Background of the Act 
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 In October 1906, a group of Muslim elites called the Shimla Deputation, led by the Agha 

Khan, met Lord Minto and demanded separate electorates for the Muslims and 

representation in excess of their numerical strength in view of ‘the value of the 

contribution’ Muslims were making ‘to the defence of the empire’. 

 The same group quickly took over the Muslim League, initially floated by Nawab Salimullah 

of Dacca along with Nawabs Mohsin-ul- Mulk and Waqar-ul-Mulk in December 1906. 

 The Muslim League intended to preach loyalty to the empire and to keep the Muslim 

intelligentsia away from the Congress. 

 John Morley, the Liberal Secretary of State for India, and the Conservative Viceroy of 

India, Minto, believed that cracking down on uprising in Bengal was necessary but not 

sufficient for restoring stability to the British Raj after Lord Curzon’s partitioning of Bengal. 

 They believed that a dramatic step was required to put heart into loyal elements of the 

Indian upper classes and the growing Westernized section of the population. 

Features of the Act 

 It considerably increased the size of the legislative councils, both Central and provincial. The 

number of members in the Central Legislative Council was raised from 16 to 60. The number 

of members in the provincial legislative councils was not uniform. 

 British retained official majority in the Central Legislative Council but allowed the provincial 

legislative councils to have non-official majority. 

 The elected members were to be indirectly elected. The local bodies were to elect an 

electoral college, which in turn would elect members of provincial legislatures, who in turn 

would elect members of the central legislature. 

 It enlarged the deliberative functions of the legislative councils at both the levels. For 

example, members were allowed to ask supplementary questions, move resolutions on the 

budget, and so on. 

 It provided for the first time for the association of Indians with the executive Councils of 

the Viceroy and Governors. Satyendra Prasad Sinha became the first Indian to join the 

Viceroy’s Executive Council. He was appointed as the law member. Two Indians were 

nominated to the Council of the Secretary of State for Indian Affairs. 

 It introduced a system of communal representation for Muslims by accepting the concept 

of ‘separate electorate’. Under this, the Muslim members were to be elected only by Muslim 

voters. Thus, the Act ‘legalized communalism’ and Lord Minto came to be known as 

the Father of Communal Electorate. 

 It also provided for the separate representation of presidency corporations, chambers of 

commerce, universities and zamindars. 

Evaluation of the Reforms: 

 The reforms of 1909 afforded no answer and could afford no answer to the Indian political 

problem. Lord Morley made it clear that colonial self-government (as demanded by the 

Congress) was not suitable for India, and he was against introduction of parliamentary or 

responsible government in India. 
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 The position of the Governor- General remained unchanged and his veto power remained 

undiluted and the Act was successfully maintained relentless constitutional autocracy. 

 The ‘constitutional’ reforms were, in fact, aimed at dividing the nationalist ranks by 

confusing the Moderates and at checking the growth of unity among Indians through 

the obnoxious instrument of separate electorates. 

 The Government aimed at rallying the Moderates and the Muslims against the rising tide of 

nationalism. 

 The officials and the Muslim leaders often talked of the entire community when they talked 

of the separate electorates, but in reality, it meant the appeasement of a small section of 

the Muslim elite only. 

 Congress considered separate electorate to be undemocratic and hindering the 

development of a shared Hindu-Muslim Indian national feeling. 

 Besides, system of election was too indirect and it gave the impression of infiltration of 

legislators through a number of sieves. 

 And, while parliamentary forms were introduced, no responsibility was conceded, which 

sometimes led to thoughtless and irresponsible criticism of the Government. 

 Only some members like Gokhale put to constructive use the opportunity to debate in the 

councils by demanding universal primary education, attacking repressive policies and 

drawing attention to the plight of indentured labour and Indian workers in South Africa. 

 The reforms of 1909 gave to the people of the country a shadow rather than substance. 

The Act of 1909 was important for the following reasons: 

 It effectively allowed the election of Indians to the various legislative councils in India for 

the first time, though previously some Indians had been appointed to legislative councils. 

 The introduction of the electoral principle laid the groundwork for a parliamentary 

system even though this was contrary to the intent of Morley. 

 It also gave recognition to the elective principle as the basis of the composition of legislative 

council for the first time. 

 It gave some further avenues to Indians to ventilate their grievances. They also got 

opportunity to criticize the executives and make suggestions for better administration. 

 After Jinnah’s death in September 1948, Pakistan lurched towards Islamic orthodoxy and 

Dalits faced mounting attacks. 

Conclusion: 

Indian Council Act of 1909 was instituted to placate the moderates and appeasement to the 

disseminate Muslims from National Movement by granting them separate electorate. The people 

had demanded self-government but what they were given was ‘benevolent despotism’. 
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There were certainly some limitations in the Home Rule Movement but nevertheless, 

it did have a concrete and profound impact on the national movement and changed 

the mood of the country. Analyze. (250 words) 
Difficulty Level: Moderate 
 Reference: A Brief History of Modern India by Spectrum Publishers. 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of the General studies paper – 1. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To explain the limitations of the Home Rule Movement, especially with regards to Home Rule 
leagues. Also, to explain the legacy of the movement. 
Directive: 
Analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
In short, write about the Home Rule Movement, its leaders, inspiration and aims and objectives. 
Body: 
Elaborate further upon the Home Rule movement and its nature of functioning and spread. 
Bring out the limitations of Home Rule, lack of cohesiveness between Tilak’s and Besant’s leagues, 
Skepticism of Congress, Lack of leadership post-1917 etc. 
In the next part write in detail about the legacy of the movement. Giving impetus to national 
movement during the war period, facilitating the re-entry of extremists in Congress, Lucknow, 
creating a platform for upcoming leaders, and preparing India for the arrival of Gandhi and mass 
movements. 
Conclusion: 
Summarize the overall importance and the legacy of the Home rule movement. 
Introduction 

The home rule movement was the Indian response to the First World War in a less charged but in a 

more effective way. With people already feeling the burden of war time miseries caused by high 

taxation and a rise in prices, Tilak and Annie Besant ready to assume the leadership the movement 

started with great vigour. Two Indian Home Rule Leagues were organised on the lines of the Irish 

Home Rule Leagues and they represented the emergence of a new trend of aggressive politics. The 

League campaign aimed to convey to the common man the message of home rule as self-

government. 

 Body: 

Major contributions of Home Rule Movement to the freedom struggle of India:  

 The leagues organised demonstrations and agitations. 

 There were public meetings in which the leaders gave fiery speeches. 

 They were able to create a stir within the country and alarm the British to such an extent 

that Annie Besant was arrested in June 1917. 

 This move by the British created a nation-wide protest and now even moderate leaders 

joined the league. Besant was released in September 1917. 

 The Home Rule League functioned throughout the year as opposed to the Congress Party 

whose activities were confined to once a year. 
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 The movement was able to garner huge support from a lot of educated Indians. In 1917, the 

two leagues combined had around 40,000 members. 

 Many members of the Congress and the Muslim League joined the league. Many prominent 

leaders like Muhammad Ali Jinnah, Joseph Baptista, G S Kharpade and Sir S Subramanya Iyer 

were among its members. 

 The moderates, extremists and the Muslim League were briefly united through this 

movement. 

 The movement was able to spread political consciousness to more regions in the country. 

 This movement led to the Montague Declaration of 1917 in which it was declared that there 

would be more Indians in the government leading to the development of self-governing 

institutions ultimately realising responsible governments in India. 

 This Declaration, also known as August Declaration, implied that the demand for home rule 

would no longer be considered seditious. This was the biggest significance of the movement. 

Reasons for movement to fade out: 

 The movement was not a mass movement. It was restricted to educated people and college 

students. 

 The leagues did not find a lot of support among Muslims, Anglo-Indians and non-Brahmins 

from Southern India as they thought home rule would mean a rule of the upper caste Hindu 

majority. 

 Many of the moderates were satisfied with the government’s assurance of reforms (as 

preluded in the Montague Declaration). They did not take the movement further. 

 Annie Besant kept oscillating between being satisfied with the government talk of reforms 

and pushing the home rule movement forward. She was not able to provide firm leadership 

to her followers. Although ultimately she did call the reforms ‘unworthy of Indian 

acceptance’. 

 In September 1918, Tilak went to England to pursue a libel case against Sir Ignatius Valentine 

Chirol, British journalist and author of the book ‘Indian Unrest’. The book contained 

deprecatory comments and had called Tilak the ‘Father of Indian Unrest.’ 

 The Government made use of Defence of India Act, 1915 to curb the activities of the 

agitators. 

 Students were prohibited from attending Home Rule meetings. 

 Tilak was prosecuted and his entry in Punjab and Delhi was banned. 

 Indian Press Act of 1910 was imposed on the press and restrictions were enforced. 

 Tilak’s absence and Besant’s inability to lead the people led to the movement’s fizzing out. 

 The movement was left leaderless with Tilak going abroad and Besant unable to give a 

positive lead. 

 After the war, Mahatma Gandhi gained prominence as a leader of the masses and the Home 

Rule Leagues merged with the Congress Party in 1920. 
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Conclusion 

The home rule movement lent a new dimension and a sense of urgency to the national movement. 

Although its role in the Indian independence movement had been modest, it did succeed in helping 

to sustain the movement’s impetus during the war years—as manifested in the signing of the 

Lucknow Pact in December 1916. 

Value addition 

 Objectives of Home Rule Movement: 

 To achieve self-government in India. 

 To promote political education and discussion to set up agitation for self-government. 

 To build confidence among Indians to speak against the government’s suppression. 

 To demand a larger political representation for Indians from the British government. 

 To revive political activity in India while maintaining the principles of the Congress Party. 

Among martyrs who willingly treaded the thorny path with courage and faced the 

gallows with fortitude, the name of Bhagat Singh shines as a star. He is rightly called 

‘Prince of Martyrs’. Elaborate. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: Insights on India 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1 and mentioned as part of 
Mission-2023 Secure timetable. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about how the philosophy and nature of revolution evolved under Bhagat Singh and its 
essential dimensions and his contributions to national movement. 
Directive word:  
Elaborate – Give a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the context. You must 
be defining key terms wherever appropriate and substantiate with relevant associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Give a brief about the ideology of Bhagat Singh. 
Body: 
Mention how the ideology evolved. From the belief in violence and heroic action towards national 
liberation and then the building of a new socialist society. 
Mention the features of the new revolution they believed in. Preventing exploitation of all forms, 
Freedom, justice, ending communalism, scientific temper etc. Mention the various approaches taken 
by him to achieve the above goals. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by writing about the legacy of Bhagat Singh. 
Introduction 

Bhagat Singh, an iconic revolutionary, thinker, voracious reader and one of the well-read of 

political leaders at that time, was a giant of an intellectual. He pursued his passion for reading and 

writing relentlessly, despite fighting violently against Britishers. He studied to arm himself with 

arguments in favour of his cult of patriotism and enabled himself to face the arguments advanced 

by opposition. 
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Body: 

Bhagat Singh: a hero of the masses: 

 He was revered by the youth, loathed by British Raj and opposed by none other than 

Mahatma Gandhi, like other revolutionaries he dreamt of freedom for motherland. 

 As much as he was involved in violence against the government, he exercised his conscience 

and used non-violence and fasting as a tool to break the hegemony of British power. 

 He always vouched for human dignity and rights beyond sectarian divide. 

Revolutionary ideology and goals of revolution: 

 A real breakthrough was made by Bhagat Singh and his comrades in terms of revolutionary 

ideology, forms of revolutionary struggle and the goals of revolution. 

 The Hindustan republican association’s (HRA) Manifesto (1925) declared that the it stood 

for abolition of all systems which made exploitation of man by man possible. Its founding 

council had decided to preach social revolutionary and communistic principles. 

 The HRA had also decided to start labour and peasant organizations and to work for an 

organized and armed revolution. 

 Emphasizing the role of ideas in the making of  revolution, Bhagat Singh declared that 

the sword of revolution is sharpened on the whetting-stone of ideas. This atmosphere of 

wide reading and deep thinking pervaded the ranks of the HSRA leadership.  

 Punjab Naujawan Bharat Sabha: 

o Singh had turned to Marxism and had come to believe that popular broad-based 

mass movements alone could lead to a successful revolution. 

o That is why Bhagat Singh helped  establish the Punjab Naujawan Bharat Sabha in 

1926 as the open wing of the revolutionaries. 

o The Sabha was to carry out open political work among the youth, peasants and 

workers. 

 Bhagat Singh and Sukhdev also organized the Lahore Students Union for open, legal 

work  among the students. 

 Patient intellectual and political work appealed to be too slow and too akin to the Congress 

style of politics which the revolutionaries wanted to transcend. 

 Effective acquisition of new ideology is a prolonged and historical process whereas the need 

of the time was a quick change in the way of thinking. 

 These young intellectuals faced the classic dilemma of how to mobilise people and recruit 

them. Here, they decided to opt for propaganda by deed, i.e., through individual heroic 

action and by using courts as a forum for revolutionary propaganda 

A new idea and interpretation of revolution: 

 Revolution was no longer equated with militancy and violence. 
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 Its objective was to be national liberation—imperialism was to be overthrown but beyond 

that a new socialist order was to be achieved, ending “exploitation of man by man”. 

 As Bhagat Singh said in the court, “Revolution does not necessarily involve sanguinary strife, 

nor is there a place in it for personal vendetta. It is not the cult of bomb and pistol. By 

revolution we mean the present order of things, which is based on manifest injustice, must 

change.” 

 Bhagat fully accepted Marxism and the class approach to society—”Peasants have to free 

themselves not only from the foreign yoke, but also from the yoke of landlords and 

capitalists.” 

 He also said, “The struggle in India will continue, so long as a handful of exploiters continue 

to exploit labour of common people to further their own interests. 

 It matters little whether these exploiters are British capitalists, British and Indian capitalists 

in alliance, or even purely Indians.” 

 He defined socialism scientifically as abolition of capitalism and class domination. 

 Bhagat was fully and consciously secular—two of the six rules drafted by Bhagat for 

the Punjab Naujawan Bharat Sabha were that its members would have nothing to do with 

communal bodies and that they would propagate a general feeling of tolerance among 

people, considering religion to be a matter of personal belief. 

 Bhagat Singh also saw the importance of freeing people from the mental bondage of 

religion and superstition—”to be a revolutionary, one required immense moral strength, 

but one also required criticism and independent thinking” 

Conclusion: 

Bhagat Singh and his comrades  made an abiding contribution to the national freedom movement. 

Their deep patriotism, courage and determination, and sense of sacrifice stirred the Indian people. 

They helped spread nationalist consciousness in the land. 

Value addition: 

Vision of Bhagat Singh: 

At tender age he realised the larger goals of life rather than being circumscribed to accomplishing 

personal goals. He transformed the revolution ‘terrorism’ movement to a socialist one. He was a 

great innovator in two areas of politics 

 Raised the serious issues and threats of communalism 

 Raised the conscience of people in freeing them from mental bondage of religion and 

superstition. 
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The Freedom Struggle – its various stages and important contributors 

/contributions from different parts of the country. 

The revolutionaries contributed a great deal in their own way towards the freedom of 

the country. Although they could not penetrate deeply into the hearts of the masses, 

they certainly infused in them a sense of patriotism and a determination to drive out 

foreigners from their soil. Discuss. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Easy 
Reference: Insights on India 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1 and mentioned as part of 
Mission-2023 Secure timetable. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write the contributions of revolutionary nationalists and analyze the reasons for the decline of 
revolutionary strand of national movement in the 1930’s. 
Directive word:  
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you must debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You must give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Start by writing about revolutionary national movement and its nature of struggle. Mention 
important organizations and revolutionaries. 
Body: 
First, outline the major contributions of the revolutionary nationalists – spreading patriotism, 
creating fear in the minds of British, making them grant concessions, uniting the people of India, 
inspiring the youth. 
In the next part, write the reasons for the decline of national movement – repression of the 
government, death/imprisonment of leaders, shift to popular struggle, joining mainstream political 
movement. 
Conclusion: 
Summarize that though the acts of individual heroism reduced but the revolutionary zeal remained 
and it manifested in Gandhian movements and Indian National Army of Bose. 
Introduction 

The emergence of revolutionary ideology in India during the late nineteenth and early twentieth 

century was the result of several internal and external influences working on the minds of the youth. 

Early phase of revolutionary movement in India was in Bengal, Maharashtra, Punjab, U.P., Orissa, 

Bihar and Madras provinces, but it predominantly operated in Bengal, Maharashtra and Punjab as 

these regions were more politically active than other parts of the country. 

Body 

Contribution of revolutionaries in the Indian Nationalism 

 The Revolutionaries ignited the national cause and carried the message of nationalism in 

the country and outside the country. 

 Their deep patriotism, courage and determination, and sense of sacrifice stirred the Indian 

people. 
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 They helped spread nationalist consciousness in the land; and in northern India the spread 

of socialist consciousness owed a lot to them. 

 The era of revolutionary terrorism began and very soon secret societies of the 

revolutionaries came up all over the country. 

o For instance, the Anusilan Samiti, the most famous and long lasting secret society, 

with its headquarters at Calcutta created revolutionary centres all over India. Their 

activities took two forms- the assassination of oppressive officials, traitors and 

informers, and dacoities to raise funds for the purchase of arms, etc. 

 It had its impact on the Congress strategy to involve the youths in the short term 

programme of rural reconstruction. 

 Revolutionaries like Ras Behari Bose, Chander Shekhar Azad, Lala Hardyal M.A., Madan Lal 

Dhingra and S. Ajit Singh succeeded in expanding the Indian independence movement to 

other countries as well. 

Conclusion 

Though the revolutionary movement failed it made a valuable contribution to the growth of 

nationalism in India. The sacrifice and the martyrdom of the revolutionaries did not go waste. It 

appealed to the masses. Bhagat Singh, Chandrashekhar Azad, Surya Sen, Rajguru etc. became 

household name of the Indian people and aroused patriotism among masses. 

Although the revolutionaries had failed to attain set objectives of attaining independence through 

armed revolt, they were successful in arousing people and remove the fear of authority from their 

minds and strike terror in the heart of the rulers. 

Value addition: 

Factors that contributed to revolutionary nationalism: 

 Failure of Moderate and extremist congress:While the youth of Bengal might have been 

incensed at the British arrogance and repression, and the ‘mendicancy’ of the Congress 

moderates, they were also led to ‘the politics of the bomb’ by the extremists’ failure to give 

a positive lead to the people’. 

 Leadership’s failureto tap revolutionary energies of the youth. 

o In December 1908 nine Bengal leaders including the venerable Krishna Kumar Mitra 

and Ashwini Kumar Dutt were deported. In 1908, the great Bal Gangadhar 

Tilak was arrested and given the severe sentence of 6 years 

imprisonment. Chidambaram Pillai in Madras and Hari Sarvottam Rao and others 

in Andhra were put behind bars. 

o This led to leader-lessness and energy of the youths could not be channelised. 

 The Fallout of Swadeshi and Boycott Movement was the immediate reason. 

 The repressive policies of the British government led people to militant and revolutionary 

politics. 
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o The government of East Bengal, in particular, tried to crush the nationalist 

movement. Official attempted at preventing student participation in the Swadeshi 

Agitation. 

o For instance, the singing of Vande Mataram in public streets in East Bengal was 

banned. Public meetings were restricted and sometimes forbidden. Laws controlling 

the press enacted, etc. 

o One of the most notorious examples of repressions was the police assault on the 

peaceful delegates of Bengal provincial conference; Barisal in April 1906. Many of 

the young volunteer was severely beaten up and the conference itself was forcibly 

dispersed. 

 Nationalism among youth:Most vital factor which contributed to amplify the spirit of 

nationalism among the countrymen was the ‘economic exploitation’ of Indians by the British 

Government and the Partition of Bengal. 

o g.: Jathindranath Banerjee, Virendra Ghosh of Anushilan Samiti; Barindrakumar 

Ghosh expressed it through ‘Yugantar’. 

  

The Act of 1935 as a whole was important. It not only acted as an interim constitution 

but also provided a basis for the constitution of Free India. Elucidate. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Easy 
Reference: Insights on India 
Why the question: The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1 and 
mentioned as part of Mission-2023 Secure timetable. 
Key Demand of the question: To write about the reactions of Indian leaders to the Government of 
India Act 1935. 
Directive word:  
Elucidate – Give detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the context. You must be 
defining key terms wherever appropriate and substantiate with relevant associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Start by giving the context for the introduction of the Government of India Act,1935. 
Body: 
Write about the points supporting the Indian leaders to resent the Government of India Act,1935 
such as the concept of federation with Provinces to join the imperial power and have a reserved 
representation, promoting feudal despotism, communally divisive approach and economic control of 
federal budget. Stress on the point that as much as the Indian leaders resented it, they were 
appealed by the constitutional means involved and participated in the elections. 
Conclusion: 
In the conclusion, despite its flaws major India leaders decided to give it a try and its outcome. 
  

Introduction 

The Government of India Act 1935 was an important act in the history of India. As a result of several 

previous Governments of India Act and Round Table Conferences, the Government of India Act 1935 

was introduced. It changed the Federation of India in the aspects of the structure of government, 

legislation and so on. It granted Indian provinces autonomy and provided for the establishment of 
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Indian Federation. The Government of India Act, 1935, which acted as a framework did lay out some 

federal features. 

Body 

Features of Government of India Act 1935 

This Act gives many salient features out of which some has been considered as the major ones and 

some as the minor ones. These salient features are given below: 

 This Act shows the dominance power of the British Parliament or its superiority. 

 This Act had proposed to establish an All-India Federation and this federation should 

consist of provinces and Princely states considering both as one unit. 

 This Act introduced a system of Provincial Autonomy into the provinces in place of the 

dyarchy system. This time dyarchy was not introduced at the state level it only introduced 

at the central level. 

 A federal court was established after the recommendation of this Act. This court was 

introduced after two years of the passing of this Act, i.e., 1937. 

 This Act provides the recommendation for the establishment of the Reserve Bank of India to 

control the regulation of currencies and credits of this country. 

 After the establishment of this Act, the Council of India that was established by the 

Government of India Act, 1858 was abolished. 

 Muslims, Sikhs, and others except depressed classes were provided separate 

electorates after the implementation of this Act. 

 This Act proposed the expansion of Universal Adult Franchise from 3% of the population to 

14% of the population. 

 This Act gave Governor the Critical emergency powers that were only enjoyed by him. 

Shortcomings of the GOI,1935 Act 

 Numerous ‘safeguards’ and ‘special responsibilities’ of the governor-general worked as 

brakes in proper functioning of the Act. 

 The process of constitutional advance in India is determined by the need to attract, Indian 

support for British Raj. 

o In provinces, the governor still had extensive powers. 

o The Act enfranchised 14 per cent of British Indian population. 

o The extension of the system of communal electorates and representation of various 

interests promoted separatist tendencies which culminated in partition of India. 

 The Act provided a rigid Constitution with no possibility of internal growth. 

 Right of amendment was reserved with the British Parliament. 
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 Suppression could only be a short-term tactic. in the long run, the strategy was to weaken 

the movement and integrate large segments of the movement into colonial, constitutional 

and administrative structure. 

 Reforms would revive political standing of constitutionalist liberals and Moderates who 

had lost public support during the Civil Disobedience Movement. 

 Repression earlier and reforms now would convince a large section of Congressmen of the 

ineffectiveness of an extra-legal struggle. 

o Once Congressmen tasted power, they would be reluctant to go back to politics of 

sacrifice. 

o Reforms could be used to create dissensions within Congress—right wing to be 

placated through constitutional concessions and radical leftists to be crushed 

through police measures. 

 Provincial autonomy would create powerful provincial leaders who would gradually become 

autonomous centres of political power. Congress would thus be provincialized and central 

leadership would get weakened. 

Conclusion 

The 1935 Act was condemned by nearly all sections and unanimously rejected by the Congress. The 

Congress demanded, instead, convening of a Constituent Assembly elected on the basis of adult 

franchise to frame a constitution for independent India. For a brief period till the start of 1942 Quit 

India Movement, Congress fought the provincial elections on the basis of the Act and won in 

majority provinces. 

The Quit India Movement has rightly been described as the most massive anti-

imperialist struggle on the eve of Partition and Independence. Explain. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: Insights on India 
Why the question: The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1 and 
mentioned as part of Mission-2023 Secure timetable. 
Key Demand of the question: To write how Quit India movement was different from the previous 
mass movements and how it more anti-imperialist than others. 
Directive word:  
Explain – Clarify the topic by giving a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the 
context. You must be defining key terms wherever appropriate and substantiate with relevant 
associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Give the context of political scene of the country that led to the launch of Quit India movement 
Body: 
Write about the factors that made the movement stand apart from other struggles or movements 
against the Imperial rule, on lines of, Gandhi’s strategy, emergence of new leaders, Violence, Princely 
States, new developments and mass involvement etc and the way it aligned the local interest with 
that of national interest.  
Conclusion: 
Conclude by mentioning that the much-needed impetus towards conclusion to the national freedom 
struggle can be credited to the Quit India movement. 
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Introduction 

The failure of the Cripps Mission in April 1942 made it clear that Britain was unwilling to offer an 

honourable settlement and a real constitutional advance during the War. Consequently, Gandhiji 

drafted a resolution for the Congress Working Committee calling for Britain’s withdrawal and nation 

edged towards Quit India Movement or August Kranti. Mahatma Gandhi’s clarion call of ‘Do or 

Die’ inspired thousands of party workers but also created frenzy among the British who rushed to 

imprison the entire Congress leadership. 

Body 

The Quit India Movement has rightly been described as the most massive anti-imperialist struggle 

on the eve of Partition and Independence: 

 Social radicalism of Gandhi: 

o In a sharp contrast to Non-cooperation movement, where Gandhi withdrew after 

Chauri Chaura incident, in Quit India movement he not only refused to condemn 

the people’s resort to violence but unequivocally held government responsible for 

it. 

o Though the need for non-violence was always reiterated, Gandhi’s mantra of Do or 

Die represents the militant mood of Gandhi. 

o Gandhi also gave a call to all sections of the people, the princes, the Jagirdars, the 

Zamindars, the propertied and moneyed classes, who derive their wealth and 

property from the workers in the fields and factories and elsewhere, to whom 

eventually power and authority belong. 

o This  indicates Gandhi’s social radicalism and shift in the philosophy of the 

Congress, by now people with the goals of socialism and communism have become 

a part of the broad-based Congress organization. 

 Violent at some places: 

o The Quit India Movement was mainly a non-violent movement. However, it became 

violent at some places.Rails were uprooted, post offices were set on fire and offices 

were destroyed. 

 Leaderless movement: 

o Even before the formal launching of the movement, the government in a single 

sweep arrested all the top leaders of the Congress. This led to spontaneous 

outburst of mass anger against the arrest of leaders.  

o The spontaneous participation of the massesin the Quit India movement made it 

one of the most popular mass movements. 

 Demand for independence: 

o This historic movement placed the demand for independence on the immediate 

agendaof the national movement. 
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o The spirit unleashed was carried further by Indian National Army of Subhas Chandra 

Bose. After ‘Quit India’ there could be no retreat. Independence was no longer a 

matter of bargain. 

o It accelerated and sustained the urge for freedom and enabled India to achieve 

freedom in 1947. 

 Establishment of Parallel Governments: 

o Parallel governments were established at many places. 

o Ballia under Chittu Pandey, got many Congress leaders released. 

o In Tamluk and Contai subdivisions of Midnapore in West Bengal, the local populace 

were successful in establishing Jatiya Sarkar, which undertook cyclone relief work, 

sanctioned grants to schools, supplied paddy from the rich to the poor, organised 

Vidyut Vahinis, etc. 

o In Satara (Maharashtra), “Prati Sarkar”, was organised under leaders like Y.B. 

Chavan, Nana Patil, etc. Village libraries and Nyayadan Mandals were organised 

 Underground Activity: 

o Many nationalists went underground and took to subversive activities. 

o The participants in these activities were the Socialists, Forward Bloc members, 

Gandhi ashramites, revolutionary nationalists and local organisations in Bombay, 

Poona, Satara, Baroda and other parts of Gujarat, Karnataka, Kerala, Andhra, United 

Provinces, Bihar and Delhi. 

o The main personalities taking up underground activity were Rammanohar Lohia, 

Jayaprakash Narayan, Aruna Asaf Ali, Usha Mehta, Biju Patnaik, Chhotubhai 

Puranik, Achyut Patwardhan, Sucheta Kripalani and R.P. Goenka. 

o Usha Mehta started an underground radio in Bombay. 

o This phase of underground activity was meant to keep up popular morale by 

continuing to provide a line of command and guidance to distribute arms and 

ammunition 

 Strong women participation: 

o Quit India movement was unique in the sense that it saw women participation 

where they not only participated as equals but also led the movement. 

o Women, especially school and college girls, actively participated, and included Aruna 

Asaf Ali, Sucheta Kripalani and Usha Mehta. 

o There was Matangini Hazra, who lead a procession of 6,000 people, mostly women, 

to ransack a local police station. 

 Extent of Mass Participation 

o The participation was on many levels. 

o Youth, especially the students of schools and colleges, remained in the forefront. 
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o Workers went on strikes and faced repression. 

o Peasants of all strata were at the heart of the movement. 

o Even some zamindars 

o Government officials, especially those belonging to lower levels in police and 

administration, participated resulting in erosion of government loyalty. 

o Muslims helped by giving shelter to underground activists. There were no 

communal clashes during the movement. 

Conclusion 

Quit India Movement was a watershed movement in the sense, that it prepared the ground for 

future politics in India. It is in the Quit India Movement that freedom struggle was owned by “We 

the People” who fought for India’s freedom. 

The revolt of 1857 shook the foundations of the British empire in India. What started 

merely as a sepoy mutiny soon engulfed the peasantry and other civilian population 

over wide areas in northern India. Discuss. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Easy 
Reference: Chapter 1- India’s Struggle for Independence by Bipan Chandra.  
Why the question: The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1 and 
mentioned as part of Mission-2023 Secure timetable. 
Key Demand of the question: To write about the impact created by the revolt of 1857. 
Directive word:  
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you must debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You must give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Start by briefly mentioning how the 1857 uprising was successfully quelled by the British. 
Body: 
First, write about how revolt of 1857 jolted the British administration. 
Next, Mention the various re-alignment policies in administration such a British crown taking over 
control from EIC, Military strengthening, Transfer of Power, Divide and Rule, New Policy Towards the 
Princess, Search for New allies etc brought by the British as a way to avoid any such future uprising. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by mentioning that although the British succeeded in overpowering the Uprising, it proved 
to be the beginning of resistance from the people of India. 
  

Introduction 

The cumulative effect of British expansionist policies, economic exploitation, and administrative 

innovations over the years had adversely affected the positions of all—rulers of Indian states, 

sepoys, zamindars, peasants, traders, artisans, pundits, maulvis, etc. The simmering discontent burst 

in the form of a violent storm in 1857, which shook the British empire in India to its very 

foundations. 

Body 

The revolt of 1857 shook the foundations of the British empire in India 
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 The revolt of 1857 played an important role in bringing the Indian people together and 

imparting to them the consciousness of belonging to one country. 

 During the entire revolt, there was complete cooperation between Hindus and Muslims at 

all levels—people, soldiers, leaders. 

 Rebels and sepoys, both Hindu and Muslim, respected each other’s sentiments. 

 Immediate banning of cow slaughter was ordered once the revolt was successful in a 

particular area. 

Nature of Revolt 

Views differ on the nature of the 1857 revolt. 

 It was a mere ‘Sepoy Mutiny’ to some British historians—”a wholly unpatriotic and selfish 

Sepoy Mutiny with no native leadership and no -popular support”, said Sir John Seeley. 

 Dr K. Datta considers the revolt of 1857 to have been “in the main a military outbreak, which 

was taken advantage of by certain discontented princes and landlords, whose interests had 

been affected by the new political leader” 

 It was at the beginning of the twentieth century that the 1857 revolt came to be interpreted 

as a “planned war of national independence”, by V.D. Savarkar. 

 Dr R.C. Majumdar, however, considers it as neither the first, nor national, nor a war of 

independence as large parts of the country remained unaffected and many sections of the 

people took no part in the upsurge. 

 According to Marxist historians, the 1857 revolt was “the struggle of the soldier-peasant 

democratic combine against foreign as well as feudal bondage”. 

Impact: Re-alignment policies in administration by British post 1857 

The revolt of 1857 marks a turning point in the history of India. It led to far-reaching changes in the 

system of administration and the policies of the British government. 

 Direct Governance of Queen: Even before the revolt could be suppressed fully, the British 

Parliament, on August 2, 1858, passed an act for the Better Government of India. The 

act declared Queen Victoria as the sovereign of British Indiaand provided for 

the appointment of a Secretary of State for India (a member of the British cabinet). 

o The direct responsibility for the administration of the country was assumed by the 

BritishCrown and Company rule was abolished. 

o The assumption of the Government of India by the sovereign of Great Britain was 

announced byLord Canning at a durbar at Allahabad in the ‘Queen’s 

Proclamation’ issued on November 1, 1858. 

 Princely states and paramountcy: As per the Queen’s proclamation, theera of annexations 

and expansion had ended and the British promised to respect the dignity and rights of the 

native princes. The Indian states were henceforth to recognise the paramountcy of the 

British Crown and were to be treated as parts of a single charge. 
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o The people of India were promised freedom of religion without interference from 

British officials. 

 Rule of law:The proclamation also promised equal and impartial protection under law to all 

Indians, besides equal opportunities in government services irrespective of race or creed. It 

was also promised that old Indian rights, customs, and practices would be given due regard 

while framing and administering the law. 

 Army reforms:The army, which was at the forefront of the outbreak, was thoroughly 

reorganised and British military policy came to be dominated by the idea of “division and 

counterpoise”. 

o The British couldno longer depend on Indian loyalty, so the number of Indian 

soldiers was drastically reduced even as the number of European soldiers was 

increased. 

o The concept of divide and rule was adopted, with separate units being created on 

the basis of caste/community/region. 

o Recruits were to be drawn from the ‘martial’ races of Punjab, Nepal, and north-

western frontier who had proved loyal to the British during the revolt. Effort was 

made to keep the army away from civilian population. 

 Divide and Rule: The policy of divide and rule started in earnest after the Revolt of 1857. 

The British used one class/community against another unscrupulously. 

o Thus, socially, there wasirremediable deterioration. While British territorial 

conquest was at an end, a period of systematic economic loot by the British began. 

Conclusion 

For the British, the Revolt of 1857 proved useful in that it showed up the glaring shortcomings in the 

Company’s administration and its army, which they rectified promptly. These defects would never 

have been revealed to the world if the Revolt had not happened. 

For the Indians, the 1857 Revolt had a major influence View In conceptual terms, the British who had 

started their rule as ‘outsiders’, became ‘insiders’ by vesting in their monarch the sovereignty of 

India. Bernard Cohn (in context of the Queen’s Proclamation) on the course of the struggle for 

freedom. It brought out in the open grievances of people and the sepoys, which were seen to be 

genuine. The Revolt of 1857 did establish local traditions of resistance to British rule which were to 

be of help in the course of the national struggle for freedom. 

Value addition 

Various causes for the defeat of the rebel 

 All-India participation was absent: Limited territorial spread was one factor; there wasno 

all-India veneer about the revolt. The eastern, southern, and western parts of 

India remained more or less 

 All classes did not join: Certain classes and groups did not join and, in fact, worked against 

the revolt. 
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o Big zamindarsacted as ‘break-waters to storm’; even Awadh talukdars backed off 

once promises of land restitution were spelt out. 

o Moneylendersand merchants suffered the wrath of the mutineers badly and, 

anyway, saw their class interests better protected under British patronage. 

 Poor Arms and Equipment:The Indian soldiers were poorly equipped materially, fighting 

generally with swords and spears and very few guns and muskets. 

o On the other hand, the European soldiers were equippedwith the latest weapons of 

war like the Enfield rifle. The electric telegraph kept the commander-in-chief 

informed about the movements and strategy of the 

 Uncoordinated and Poorly Organised:The revolt was poorly organised with no coordination 

or central leadership. 

o The principal rebel leaders—Nana Saheb, Tantia Tope, Kunwar Singh, Laxmibai—

were no match to their British opponents in general ship. 

 No Unified Ideology:The mutineers lacked a clear understanding of colonial rule; nor did 

they have a forward-looking programme, a coherent ideology, a political perspective, or a 

societal alternative. The rebels represented diverse elements with differing grievances and 

concepts of current politics. 

 

Raja Ram Mohan Roy (1772-1833) was one of the makers of modem India. He is 

generally hailed as “the father of Modern India”. Though Roy was modernist in his 

approach, he always tried to link modernity with tradition. Elaborate. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 

Reference: Chapter 9 – A Brief History of Modern India by Rajiv Ahir (Spectrum Publishers) 

Why the question: The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1 and 

mentioned as part of Mission-2023 Secure timetable. 

Key Demand of the question: To write about the contributions of Raja Ram Mohan Roy. 

Directive word:  

Elaborate – Give a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the context. You must 

be defining key terms wherever appropriate and substantiate with relevant associated facts. 

Structure of the answer: 

Introduction:  

Give a brief intro into the personality of Rajaram Mohan Roy and how western education influenced 

his perspective on Indian society 

Body: 

Mention the reforms brought in by Rajaram Mohan Roy such as Reinterpreting Hinduism, his mix of 

modernism with tradition, on caste and Women’s rights, on sati system, on political liberalism etc. 

Write about his various measures he took to achieve the above. 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia


INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 

   

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips  Page 42 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia 

Conclusion: 

Conclude by saying his legacy makes him rightly been called as father of Modern India. 

  

Introduction 

Rammohun Roy is considered as a pioneer figure in Indian Renaissance. He was a multifaceted 

social, religious and educational reformer, renowned for his pioneering role in opposing practices 

like Sati, child marriage and social divisions and for advocating education. His elements of 

modernity and nonconformism to regressive traditions earned him the sobriquet as “father of 

Modern India”. 

Body 

Raja Ram Mohan Roy’s contributions in making India progressive and rational: 

 Social reforms: 

 The abolition of the brutal and inhuman Sati Pratha was his most prominent effort towards 

reforming Indian society. 

 His efforts were also instrumental in eradicating the purdah system and child marriage. 

 He advocated widow remarriage and education of women. 

 Raja Ram Mohan Roy’s name is thus etched forever as a true benefactor of women not just 

for helping abolish the custom of Sati, but also raising his voice against child marriage and 

polygamy, while demanding equal inheritance rights for women. 

 He was also a great opponent of the rigid caste divisions of his time. 

 Educational: 

 He paved the way to revolutionizing education system in India by establishing Hindu 

College in 1817 along with David Hare. 

 Hindu College later went on to become one of the best educational institutions in the 

country producing some of the best minds in India. 

 His efforts to combine true to the roots theological doctrines along with modern rational 

lessons saw him establish the Anglo-Vedic School in 1822 followed by the Vedanta 

College in 1826. 

 Philosophical: 

 In 1828, Ram Mohan Roy formed the Brahmo Samaj, uniting the Brahmos in Calcutta, a 

group of people, who had no faith in idol-worship and were against the caste restrictions. 

 He looked back to a tradition in search of monotheism, and looked forward to a sort of 

Protestant reformation within the Hindu milieu. 

 He implied that every religion has a philosophical core, and as for Hinduism it was Vedanta. 
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 The Vedanta provided him with the cultural category while his interpretation of it as 

monotheistic yielded a comprehensive, holistic theory, which provided a comprehensive 

critique of culture, society and ideology. 

 Raja’s monotheistic Vedanta provided people with an idea of the paradigms of 

social change. 

 It enabled people to consider the comparative adequacy of ways of life that might claim 

people’s allegiance. In such humanitarian vision lies Raja’s lure and his share in India’s 

modernity. 

 He stressed on rationalism and modern scientific approach. 

 Journalism: 

 Ram Mohan Roy was a staunch supporter of free speech and expression. 

 He fought for the rights of vernacular press. 

 He also brought out a newspaper in Persian called ‘Miratul- Akhbar’ (the Mirror of News) 

and a Bengali weekly called ‘Sambad Kaumudi’ (the Moon of Intelligence). 

Conclusion 

Raja Ram Mohan Roy and his Brahmo Samaj played a vital role in awakening Indian society to the 

pressing issues plaguing society at that time and also was the forerunner of all social, religious and 

political movements that happened in the country since. 

Analyse the reasons for the French failure in the third Carnatic War. What was the 

impact of British victory in the war on the Indian political set up? (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Easy 
Reference: Insights on India 
Why the question: The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1 and 
mentioned as part of Mission-2023 Secure timetable. 
Key Demand of the question: To analyse the reasons for the victory of English over the European 
rivals in India. 
Directive word:  
Analyse – When asked to analyse, you must examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by giving context, as to how the third Carnatic paved way for the emergence of British Indian 
empire. 
Body: 
Draw a small map of pre-independent India showing the major centres of European powers in India. 
In the first part, elaborate upon as to how among the European powers in India, French were the 
strongest as well as historical adversary of the English and tussle between them was witnessed over 
the three Carnatic wars. 
Next, analyse the reasons as how the British were able to get better of their European Counter parts. 
Keep in mind as not make your just about Anglo-French Rivalry. This question is about English against 
all the European powers such as Portuguese, Danes, Dutch and the French. 
Conclusion: 
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Sum up the answer, with the elimination of their European adversaries, the British now turned their 
attention to Indian Kings. 
Introduction 

The Anglo-French struggle lasted in India for nearly 20 years and this ultimately gave way to the 

establishment of British power in India. In the Carnatic region and Bengal, the Anglo-French rivalry 

was much evident. In Bengal, their hostility had been contained by the effective intervention of 

Alivardi Khan. But in the south, the French position was reinforced due to the arrival of a fleet from 

Mauritius and this resulted in an attack by French on the English position in Madras. 

Body 

In Europe, when Austria wanted to recover Silesia in 1756, the Seven Years War (1756-63) started. 

Britain and France were once again on opposite sides. 

Course of War in India: 

 In 1758, the French army under French General,Count Thomas Arthur de Lally captured the 

English forts of St. David and Vizianagaram in 1758. 

 Now, the English became offensive and inflicted heavy losses on the French fleet 

under Admiral D’Acheat Masulipatnam. 

Battle of Wandiwash: 

 The decisive battle of the Third Carnatic War was won by the English on January 22, 1760 at 

Wandiwash (or Vandavasi) in Tamil Nadu. 

 General Eyre Cooteof the English totally routed the French army under Count de Lally and 

took Marquis de Bussy as prisoner. 

 Pondicherry was gallantly defended by Lally for eight months before he surrendered on 

January 16, 1761. 

 With the loss of Pondicherry, Gingee and Mahe, the French power in India was reduced to its 

lowest. 

 Lally, after being taken as prisoner of war at London, returned to France where he was 

imprisoned and executed in 1766. 

Result and Significance: 

 The Third Carnatic War proved decisive. 

 The third war ended with the Treaty of Peace of Paris (1763)under which Pondicherry and 

Chandannagar were returned to France but they could only have trading activities in them. 

 Although the treaty restored to the French their factories in India, the French political 

influence disappeared after the war. 

 Thereafter, the French, like their Portuguese and Dutch counterparts in India, confined 

themselves to their small enclaves and to commerce. 

 The English became thesupreme European power in the Indian subcontinent. 
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Causes for the French Failure & English Success 

 Lesser Governmental Control over British:The English Company was a private enterprise. 

o This created a sense of enthusiasm and self-confidence among the people. 

o With less governmental control over it, this company could take instant decisions 

when needed without waiting for the approval of the government. 

o The French company, on the other hand, was a State concern. 

o It was controlled and regulated by the French government and was hemmed in by 

government policies and delays in decision-making. 

 Superior British Navy and Bigger Cities under Control:The English navy was superior to the 

French navy; it helped to cut off the vital sea link between the French possessions in India 

and France. 

o The English held three important places, namely, Calcutta, Bombay and Madras 

whereas the French had only Pondicherry. 

 British were Strong with Funds:The French subordinated their commercial interest to 

territorial ambition, which made the French company short of funds. 

o In spite of their imperialistic motives, the British never neglected their commercial 

interests. 

o The British always had the funds and the consequent sound financial condition to 

help them significantly in the wars against their rivals. 

 Superior British Commanders:A major factor in the success of the English in India was the 

superiority of the commanders in the British camp. 

o In comparison to the long list of leaders on the English side – Sir Eyre Coote, Major 

Stringer Lawrence, Robert Clive and many others, there was only Dupleix on the 

French side. 

Conclusion 

The victory at Wandiwash left the English East India Company with no European rival in India. Thus, 

they were ready to take over the rule of the entire Country. Significantly, in the Battle of 

Wandiwash, natives served in both the armies as sepoys. It makes one think that irrespective of 

which side won, there was an inevitability about the fall of India to European invaders. 

There is hardly any doubt that the effects of the ryotwari system upon the rural 

economy were distinctly harmful. The peasants were impoverished and lacked the 

resources to cultivate new lands. Elaborate. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: A Brief History of Modern India by Rajiv Ahir (Spectrum Publishers) 
Why the question: The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1 and 
mentioned as part of Mission-2023 Secure timetable. 
Key Demand of the question: To write about the drawbacks of the Ryotwari settlement which was 
disastrous in its implementation while it was originally designed to counter the deficiencies of 
Zamindari settlement. 
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Directive word:  
Elaborate – Give a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the context. You must 
be defining key terms wherever appropriate and substantiate with relevant associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
The introduction must highlight the circumstances that led to the introduction of Ryotwari which was 
supposed to be better than the Zamindari system. 
Body: 
The body should clearly highlight how the Ryotwari Settlement seemed fair and practical on paper 
but the devil was in its implementation. 
All the drawbacks of the settlement must be clearly stated with supporting data. The impact it 
caused upon peasants in areas it was introduced must also written. The flaw in the logic and its 
implementation must be brought out. 
Conclusion: 
The conclusion must bring out the steps taken by the government to improve the conditions of the 
Ryotwari areas. 
Introduction 

The Ryotwari system was introduced in Madras, Bombay & Assam by Thomas Munro in 1820. It was 

supposed to be boon for present and improve their condition. It was mainly introduced to overcome 

the lacunae of the Zamindari System and increase the revenue collection for the British. 

Body 

Features of Ryotwari system 

 The government could deal directly with the farmer (‘ryot’) for revenue collection, and the 

peasant may cede or purchase more land for agriculture. 

 peasant were made land owner and it can be taken away only for non-payment of revenue 

 Freedom was given to give up or acquire new land 

 Middlemen were eliminated who often oppressed peasant and provided false assessment of 

land being cultivated to the British 

Optimistic official has imagined that new system would transform peasant into rich farmers but this 

did not happened. Ryotwari settlement seems fair and practical on paper but proved to be worse 

than zamindari system. 

Impacts of Ryotwari System 

 High taxation rate – levy was not based on actual revenue from produce of land but instead 

on estimate of potential of the soil. 

 50% for dryland and 60% for irrigated land 

 Payment of land tax in cash – cash payment ruined cultivators, exposing them to demands of 

money lenders as an alternate to the loss of land and starvation when crop failed 

 Revenue officials harassed villages – subordinate revenue officer forgiven much power 

who’s activities were in adequately supervised they were industries in Harsh measure for 

non-payment delayed payment 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia


INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 

   

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips  Page 47 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia 

 Misery of cash crops – in order to gain huge profit farmers fell into the trap of government’s 

proposal to grow cash crops like Indigo opium which lead to scarcity of food grains and in 

fertility of soil. 

 Land became commodity – excessive marketing of land for or payment of tax in cash has led 

to the loss of sentimental link that existed between land and the farmers. 

 Many owner-cultivators and occupancy tenants, having a permanent right to hold land, 

found it more convenient to lease out land to land-hungry tenants at exorbitant rent than to 

cultivate it themselves. 

 In time, landlordism became the main feature of agrarian relations not only in the zamindari 

areas but also in the Ryotwari ones 

 Growth of subinfeudation or intermediaries – Since the cultivating tenants were generally 

unprotected and the overcrowding of land led the tenants to compete with one another to 

acquire land, the rent of land went on increasing. 

Conclusion 

Therefore, even though in theory, the Ryotwari settlement was supposed to prove better than the 

permanent settlement, in practice its impact was far worse. It became more devilish version of 

Zamindari system. 

 

 

Post-independence consolidation and reorganization within the country. 

The rising tide of popular agitations and the withdrawal of the British paramountcy 

sealed the fate of the princely order and they were soon absorbed in to the Indian 

Union. Discuss the role of Sardar Patel in this regard. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Easy 
Reference: Chapter-1 – NCERT XII – Politics in India since Independence 
Why the question: The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1 and 
mentioned as part of Mission-2023 Secure timetable. 
Key Demand of the question: To write about the process of integration of princely states in to the 
Union of India. 
Directive word:  
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you must debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You must give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by giving context of hundreds of princely states and humongous task in front of Sardar Patel. 
Body: 
In the first part, write about the popular pressure on the princely states for integration with India. 
Next, mention as to the tactics used by Sardar Patel to achieve integration of majority of princely 
states. 
Next, throw light on how Junagadh, Hyderabad and Kashmir resisted overtures to join India. Write in 
detail the methods used to integrate them. 
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Conclusion: 
Summarise the contributions of Sardar Patel towards preserving the unity and territorial integrity of 
India. 
Introduction 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, the Iron Man of India, also considered to be the architect of modern India. 

India’s first deputy prime minister and home minister is remembered perhaps most for the manner 

in which he united the country by integrating 565 princely states soon after Independence. Modern 

Indian history is incomplete without Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel. His vision, his work, and his principles 

were highly remarkable in Independent India 

Body 

Dream of united India made true by Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 

 When India became independent in 1947, Sardar Patel took over the role as a deputy PM at 

a time when Indian history was in a very critical stage. 

 In a truly masterful display of statesmanship, Sardar Patel ensured a smooth integration of 

the troubled domains by not allowing the situation to deteriorate into civil unrest. 

 There was neither bloodshed nor any kind of rebellion as he went about the task of building 

a strong India with a missionary zeal. 

 Patel often invoked the patriotism of the princes in his attempt to convince them to join 

India. 

 On other occasions he reminded them of the possibility of anarchy and on event of their 

refusal to join. 

 He also introduced the concept of ‘privy purses’ as a payment to be made to the families of 

the princes for their agreement to integrate with India. 

 With great skill and masterful diplomacy & using both persuasion & pressure, Patel 

succeeded in integrating hundreds of princely states. 

 Most princely states joined Constituent Assembly with wisdom but others like of Junagarh, 

Kashmir, Manipur and Hyderabad publicly announced their desire to claim an independent 

status. 

 Sardar Patel had strong will and his decisiveness, taking tough decisions, and his undivided 

loyalty towards Mahatma Gandhi marks him out among his peers. 

 His skilful combination of diplomatic persuasion of pointing to the larger long term 

interests of the population and also with a certain amount of arm-twisting which made it 

clear that there would be a price to pay if the rulers did not accept the conditions the Indian 

government was putting. 

Conclusion: 

Often referred to as the “Bismarck of India”, Patel was instrumental in bringing India together. Patel 

laid out the initial framework for persuading the princes to join, it was his secretary, V.P. Menon, 

who did the actual groundwork of coaxing them. The final touch in the process was applied by the 

Viceroy Lord Mountbatten. 
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Value-addition 

 The roots of Amul can be traced back to his vision for empowering local communities, 

particularly women. 

 It was Sardar Patel who also popularized the idea of cooperative housing societies, thus 

ensuring dignity and shelter for man. 

 Patel’s lasting contribution was protecting the Indian constitution from the ogre of 

communal electorates. 

 He was a major driving force behind the liberal industrial policy resolution of 1948. 

 Patel was among the few to see the dangers from China’s imminent takeover of Tibet. 

 Junagarh 

o A small state on the coast of Saurashtra surrounded by Indian Territory 

o Had no link with Pakistan yet Nawab announced accession to Pak 

o But majority of the people (majorly Hindu), desired to join India 

o This led to a violent movement against Nawab along with Indian troops marching 

into the state 

o A plebiscite was held which favoured joining India. 

 Jammu and Kashmir 

o Hindu ruler Hari Singh tried to negotiate with India & Pak to have an independent 

status for his state. 

o Since majority population of the state was Muslim, the Pakistan thought Kashmir 

‘belonged‘ to them. 

o On 15th August Harisingh offered standstill agreement with both countries which 

allowed the free movement of people & goods. 

o Pakistan signed the agreement but India didn’t. 

o Pakistan became impatient & started violating standstill agreement. 

o 24th October Hari Singh demanded military assistance from India. 

o Mountbatten pointed out that under international law India can send its troops only 

after state signs a formal instrument of accession 

o Thus on 26th Oct Maharaja signed instrument of accession which got ratified in 

1954. 

o On 27th Oct. morning nearly 100 planes airlifted men and weapons to Srinagar. 

o Pakistan army left the main valley region but continue to occupy a large chunk of 

territory of Gilgit, Baltistan region – Pak occupied Kashmir. 

 Hyderabad 
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o Largest princely state of India which was ruled by Nizam 

o Nizam led to tyrannical ways & aspired to set up a Muslim dominion rather than 

integration with India 

o He wanted an independent status for Hyderabad & thus entered into negotiation of 

standstill agreement with India 

o Meanwhile people revolted against Nizam’s rule, particularly the peasants of 

Telangana due to his worst oppression measures. 

o Nizam retaliated on popular movement by unleashing a para-military force 

o 150,000 soldiers were mobilized by Nizam to fight against the Indian Union 

o They murdered, maimed, raped and looted, targeting particularly the non-Muslims 

o In Sep 1948, Indian army under operation Polo invaded Hyderabad state & 

overthrew its Nizam, annexing the state merged it into the Indian Union. 

 Manipur 

o Indian government was prepared to be flexible in giving autonomy to some regions. 

o Maharaja of Manipur signed the instrument of Accession with the Indian 

government on the assurance that the internal autonomy of Manipur would be 

maintained. 

o Under the pressure of public view, Maharaja held elections in Manipur in June 1948 

& thus state became a constitutional monarchy. 

o Manipur was the 1st part of India to hold an election based on universal adult 

franchise. 

o Government of India succeeded in pressurizing the Maharaja into signing a Merger 

Agreement in September 1949, without consulting the popularly elected Legislative 

Assembly of Manipur. 

o This caused a lot anger and resentment in Manipur, the consequences of which are 

still being felt. 

  

Partition triggered riots, mass casualties, and a colossal wave of migration. Examine 

the impact of partition on the newly independent India. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: Chapter-1 – NCERT XII – Politics in India since Independence 
Why the question: The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1 and 
mentioned as part of Mission-2023 Secure timetable. 
Key Demand of the question: To write about the impact of Partition on India. 
Directive word: 
Examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we must investigate the topic (content words) in detail, inspect 
it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so 
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
Structure of the answer: 
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Introduction:  
Begin by mentioning how transfer of power happened hastily resulting in a massive humanitarian 
crisis. 
Body: 
In detail, bring out the various issues that were caused due to abrupt and unplanned partition. 
Communal clashes, refugee crisis, minority issues, threat of administrative breakdown etc. 
Mention how the leaders responded to Partition. 
Conclusion: 
Write about the bitter lessons learnt that made India to evolve into an inclusive and a secular 
democracy. 
Introduction 

“Partition” – the division of British India into the two separate states of India and Pakistan on 

August 14-15, 1947 – was the “last-minute” mechanism by which the British were able to secure 

agreement over how independence would take place. At the time, few people understood what 

Partition would entail or what its results would be, and the migration on the enormous scale that 

followed took the vast majority of contemporaries by surprise. 

Body 

Impact of Partition on India: 

Social impacts 

 Huge number of refugees belonging to religious minorities crossing over the border 

 In terms of human resource the loss was enormous as it received about 16 million 

uprooted, homeless  refugees  who  had  to  be  rehabilitated  at 

 Demographic changes due to migration and Overcrowding in border districts, towns and 

cities 

 Emergence of ethno-cultural, ethno-religious minorities leading to inter-ethnic conflict 

 Influx of people in the metropolis of Kolkata resulting to over-urbanization 

 Logistics of rehabilitation of refugees 

 Rise in the number of unemployed 

 Later bouts of communal tension generated further movement, with a trickle of people still 

migrating as late as the 1960s. 

Economic impacts 

 West Punjab  and  Sind  traditionally  formed  a  great  source  of  food  supply  so  much so 

that they were called the granary of undivided India. 

 But since the two regions came to belong to Pakistan after the partition, India was hit 

hard so far as food production was concerned. 

 The 

industrial  sector  suffered  considerably  from  the  impact  on  agriculture,  for  reasons  of  t

he  traditional  linkage  of  industries  with  the  agricultural  sector  for  deriving  raw  materi

als  produced  in  the  agricultural 
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 In 

addition  the  riots  that  ensued  after  the  partition  led  to  a  massive  migration  of  skilled

  labour  from India to Pakistan. A majority of the skilled workers and artisans were 

incidentally the people of the Muslim community. 

 The biggest calamity in the jute sector arose from the fact that nearly 80% of jute 

production went to east Pakistan because of the partition. 

Geographical impacts 

 Loss of territorial resources, i.e. fertile agricultural land, in this case an extensive area under 

jute crop, forest lands, loss of huge mangrove forests in the deltaic region of Sunderbans 

 Sharing of water resources between upper and lower riparian states 

 Border 

disputes  related  to  demarcation  of  boundary  running  through  riverine  delta  areas  and  

flat  alluvium plains 

 Inadequate transport and communication network system between newly created 

independent nations 

 Inadequate infrastructure for inter and intra-regional trade and commerce 

 Enclaves on either side of the border 

Geopolitical impacts 

 The 

geopolitical  situation  is  a  direct  impact  of  unwise  partition  of  territories  the  implicatio

n of which is far- reaching. 

 In order to achieve a lasting peace in the sub-continent a pragmatic foreign 

policy  and  settlement  of  unresolved  issues  such  as  sharing  of  water,  border  manage

ment,  settlement of border disputes, disbanding of terrorist outfits are of prime 

importance. 

Conclusion 

Today, the two countries’ relationship is far from healthy. Kashmir remains a flashpoint; both 

countries are nuclear-armed. Indian Muslims are frequently suspected of harbouring loyalties 

towards Pakistan; non-Muslim minorities in Pakistan are increasingly vulnerable thanks to the so-

called Islamisation of life there since the 1980s. Seven decades on, well over a billion people still live 

in the shadow of Partition. 

  

What are the causes for gender inequality in the country? Examine its impact on the 

society. (250 words). 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: Indian Express 
Insights on India 
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Why the question: The Global Gender Gap Index for 2022 was released by the World Economic 
Forum (WEF) Wednesday, and it ranks India at 135 out of 146 countries. In 2021, India was ranked 
140 out of 156 countries. 
Key Demand of the question: To write about the causes for gender inequality and its impact. 
Directive word:  
Examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we must investigate the topic (content words) in detail, inspect 
it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so 
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Start by giving context of Global Gender Gap report. 
Body: 
First, write about the various causes for gender inequality – historic, educational, economic and 
social causes. 
Next, write about the how the gender inequality impacts the Indian society. Cite examples and 
statistics to substantiate. 
Next, write about the various measures needed to bridge the gender gap. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by writing a way forward. 
Introduction 

India ranks 135 among a total of 146 countries in the Global Gender Gap Index, 2022, released by 

the World Economic Forum. The Global Gender Gap Report, 2022, says it will now take 132 years to 

reach gender parity, with the gap reducing only by four years since 2021 and the gender gap 

closed by 68. 1%. India ranks poorly among its neighbours and is behind Bangladesh (71), Nepal 

(96), Sri Lanka (110), Maldives (117) and Bhutan (126). Only the performance of Iran (143), 

Pakistan (145) and Afghanistan(146) was worse than India in South Asia. In 2021, India ranked 140 

out of 156 nations. 

Body 

Causes for Gender inequality in the country 

 High gender divide: The gender gap in the country has widened, with only 62.5% of it 

closed and especially low gender parity in political empowerment and economic 

participation and opportunity. 

 Wage gap: Women are paid considerably less than men, with some research showing that 

the gender pay gap between women and men in the same jobs with equivalent 

qualifications can be as much as 34%. 

 Labour force participation: India, as of 2020, has the lowest female labour force 

participation rate among South Asian nations, with four out of five women neither working 

nor looking for jobs. 

 High Job loss: According to Oxfam, 17 million women in India lost their jobs in April 2020, 

with their unemployment rate rising far higher than that among men. 

 Lesser opportunities for women: Women were found to be seven times more likely to lose 

their jobs during the lockdown phases, and if rendered unemployed, were 11 times more 

likely to remain jobless than their male counterparts. 
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 Uneven domestic responsibility: Potential reasons for this include the increased burden of 

domestic responsibilities that Indian women typically had to bear, in terms of not just 

household chores but extra time needed for elderly care and children’s studies, with 

schools shut. 

 Even pre-pandemic, a Time Use Survey conducted by the National Sample Survey Office 

showed that women spent nearly 4.5 hours on childcare and other care-giving 

responsibilities, in contrast with the meagre 0.88 hours for men. 

Impact on society 

 Pre-natal sex-selective Abortion:The most extreme expression of the preference for sons is 

female infanticide and sex selective abortion. A study in a Bombay hospital found that 96% 

of female were aborted. 

 Sexual Harassment at work places: is a harassment of a sexual nature, typically in the work 

place. Sexual harassment is considered a form of illegal discrimination. Sexual harassment at 

work place is not an isolated phenomenon but a mainfestaion of the larger gender 

discrimination in society. 

 Female are malnourished: India has exceptionally high rate of child malnutrition, because 

tradition in India requires that women eat last and least throughout their lives, even when 

pregnant. 

 Women are uneducated: Families are far less likely to educate girls than boys and far more 

likely to pull them out of school, either to help out at home or from fear of violence. So 

women and girls receive far less education than men both due to social norms and fears of 

violence. 

 Women are in Poor health: Females receive less health care than males. Many women die 

in childbirth. The practice of breast feeding female children for shorter periods of time 

reflects the strong desire for sons. 

 Women are overworked: Women work longer hours and their work is more than the men 

(agricultural Work). 

 Women are Unskilled: Women have unequal access to resources. 

 Injustice Policy of Reservation in Public office:The women occupy 46% of the Indian 

population but reservation is given for only 33% where reserved. 

 Women are mistreated:In recent year there has been an alarming rise in atrocities against 

women in India in term s of rapes, assaults and dowry related murders. 

 Women are Powerless:While women are guaranteed equality under the constitution. But 

due to lack of power to decide who they will marry and are often married off as children. 

Need of the hour 

 Behavioral Nudge: For instance, by using taxes to incentivize fairly sharing child-care 

responsibilities, or by encouraging women and girls to enter traditionally male-dominated 

sectors such as the armed forces and information technology. Eg Supreme Court in India 

declared that women could now hold commanding positions in Army. 
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o Paternity leaves for men, to share the responsibility of child rearing. 

o Incentivizing companies to employ women, and reach 50% target. 

 Gender Justice at Work 

o Bridging the wage gap for equal work. 

o Making work places safer through strong laws. India has enacted Sexual Harassment 

at workplaces act. 

o Promote diversity and anti-bias courses for all employees. 

o Comprehensive leadership training for women to excel in their fields. 

 Gender sensitization: Breaking the social barriers by gender sensitization and education at 

families, schools and workplaces. Eg : In the NCERT Books, gender roles, bias and prejudice 

inducing writings were removed. 

 Social security and financial literacy: Formalization of jobs should be pushed to avail 

benefits to many women. Until then, social security benefits should be provided to women 

in unorganized sector. Eg : Self Help Group-Bank Linkage Programme in India 

o Embedding financial literacy in programmes where women have significant 

representation could be a good starting point. 

 Strong laws and policies wrt equal pay for equal work, maternity benefits are needed to 

promote women’s representation in economy. 

 Political Representation: India has provided 33% reservation for women in the Panchayats 

and Local Bodies. Capacity Building and training can increase their capabilities further. 

Way forward 

 Learning from the Nordic region, noteworthy participation of women in politics, institutions 

and public life is the catalyst for transformational change. 

 Women need to be equal participants in the labour force to pioneer the societal changes the 

world needs in this integral period of transition. 

 Every effort must be directed towards achieving gender parallelism by facilitating women in 

leadership and decision-making positions. 

 Social protection programmes should be gender-responsive and account for the differential 

needs of women and girls. 

 Research and scientific literature also provide unequivocal evidence that countries led by 

women are dealing with the pandemic more effectively than many others. 

Conclusion 

Gender equality is a human right which entitles all persons irrespective of their gender to live with 

dignity and with freedom. Gender equality is also a precondition for development and reducing of 

poverty. Gender shouldn’t be an unreasonable determining factor curbing the potential of women. 
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In 1975, the national emergency provisions were used for political reasons and this 

presented a grave challenge for Indian democracy as well as key lessons for it. 

Elaborate. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Easy 
Reference: India since Independence by Bipan Chandra. 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1 and mentioned as part of 
Mission-2023 Secure timetable. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the nature of emergency in 1975 and challenges it posed and lessons learnt from it. 
Directive word:  
Elaborate – Give a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the context. You must 
be defining key terms wherever appropriate and substantiate with relevant associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Narrate briefly the historical background and situation of emergency imposed in 1975. 
Body: 
In first part, write about the challenges posed by internal emergency which was proclaimed by then 
congress government including suspension of fundamental rights is considered one of the most 
traumatic periods for the fledgling democracy. 
Next, write about the key lessons learnt and changes introduced due it – This time period is also seen 
as the coming of the age of the Indian democracy. But, later the Indian parliament passed 
amendments to the constitution, the 44th amendment, to ensure that the future governments will 
not find it easy to impose another emergency in the country. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by summarising. 
  

Introduction 

The Emergency was set in motion by the Indira Gandhi government on June 25, 1975 and was in 

place for 21 months till its withdrawal on March 21, 1977. The order gave Ms. Gandhi the authority 

to rule by decree wherein civil liberties were curbed. An external Emergency was already in place 

even before the imposition of the internal one. 

Threat to national security and bad economic conditions were cited as reasons for the declaration. 

Considering it as a black chapter, a famous historian Coomi Kapoor noted “The number of those in 

Indira Gandhi’s prisons during the Emergency far exceeded the total number jailed during the 1942 

Quit India” 

Body 

Background 

 In 1975, the then Prime Minister, Indira Gandhi advised the president to proclaim 

emergency without consulting her cabinet. 

 The cabinet was informed of the proclamation after it was made, fait accompli. 

Challenges posed by emergency imposed 

 Liberty curtailed: The union government misused its emergency powers and 

curbed democratic rights of the citizens, opposition parties and of the press. 
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o Electricity of the newspaper houses got disconnected, leaders of opposition parties 

were arrested. 

 Free press was suppressed: Government curtailed the freedom of press via “Press 

censorship” and made it mandatory to get its approval before publishing it. 

 Protests, strikes and public agitations were not allowed. 

 Fundamental right of constitutional remedies to move the court for restoring their FRs got 

suspended. 

 Banning organizations: Religious and cultural organization like RSS, Jamait-E-Islami was 

banned on the apprehension of disturbance to social and communal harmony. 

 Misuse of power: Government misused the provision of preventive detention, arrested the 

political workers of opposition parties. 

 Torture and custodial deaths occurred during Emergency, arbitrary relocation of poor 

people, imposition of compulsory sterilization to control population. 

Changes introduced to keep power of government in check 

The power misused came as a wakeup call for the entire nation and consequent steps were taken 

to amend the constitution (44th constitutional amendment) to take safeguards against misuse of 

powers: 

 Ground for Emergency declaration: The word ‘internal disturbance’ was replaced by 

‘armed rebellion’ in respect of national emergency. 

 President reconsideration: Empowered the president to send back once, the advice of the 

cabinet for reconsideration. 

o Made the president to declare a national emergency only on the written 

recommendation of the cabinet. 

 Liberty restored: Provided that the fundamental rights guaranteed by article 20 and 21 

cannot be suspended even during emergency. 

o Gave constitutional protection to publication in newspaper of true reports of the 

proceedings of parliament and state legislatures. 

 Approval by both houses: The proclamation of Emergency must be approved by both the 

Houses of Parliament within one month from the date of its issue. 

o However, if the proclamation of emergency is issued at a time when the Lok Sabha 

has been dissolved or the dissolution of the Lok Sabha takes place during the period 

of one month without approving the proclamation, then the proclamation survives 

until 30 days from the first sitting of the Lok Sabha after its reconstitution, provided 

the Rajya Sabha has in the meantime approved it. 

 Emergency cannot be indefinite: If approved by both the Houses of Parliament, the 

emergency continues for six months, and can be extended to an indefinite period with an 

approval of the Parliament for every six months. This provision for periodical parliamentary 

approval was also added by the 44th Amendment Act of 1978. 
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 Special majority: Every resolution approving the proclamation of emergency or its 

continuance must be passed by either House of Parliament by a special majority 

Supreme courts intervention in placing checks and balances 

 The 38th Amendment Act of 1975 made the declaration of a National Emergency immune 

from the judicial review. But this provision was subsequently deleted by the 44th 

Amendment Act of 1978. 

 Further, in the Minerva Mills case , (1980), the Supreme Court held that the proclamation of 

a national emergency can be challenged in a court on the ground of malafide or that the 

declaration was based on wholly extraneous and irrelevant facts or is absurd or perverse. 

 The Supreme Court has thereafter enlarged the concept and the application of Article 21 

well beyond what was ever contemplated by the framers of the constitution 

Conclusion 

The Emergency declared in 1975 (internal emergency) proved to be the most controversial. There 

was widespread criticism of the misuse of Emergency powers. In the elections held to the Lok Sabha 

in 1977 after the Emergency, the Congress Party led by Indira Gandhi lost and the Janta Party came 

to power. This government appointed the Shah Commission to investigate the circumstances that 

warranted the declaration of an Emergency in 1975. The commission did not justify the declaration 

of the Emergency. Hence, the 44th Amendment Act was enacted in 1978 to introduce a number of 

safeguards against the misuse of Emergency provisions. 

  

Value addition 

Emergencies declared in India so-far 

 This type of Emergency has been proclaimed three times so far–in 1962, 1971 and 1975. The 

first proclamation of National Emergency was issued in October 1962 on account of Chinese 

aggression in the NEFA (North-East Frontier Agency– now Arunachal Pradesh), and was in 

force till January 1968. 

 Hence, a fresh proclamation was not needed at the time of war against Pakistan in 1965. 

 The second proclamation of national emergency was made in December 1971 in the wake of 

attack by Pakistan. 

 Even when this Emergency was in operation, a third proclamation of National Emergency 

was made in June 1975. 

 Both the second and third proclamations were revoked in March 1977. The first two 

proclamations (1962 and 1971) were made on the ground of ‘external aggression’, while 

the third proclamation (1975) was made on the ground of ‘internal disturbance’, that is, 

certain persons have been inciting the police and the armed forces against the discharge of 

their duties and their normal functioning. 
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An unprecedented balance of payments crisis emerged in early 1991 which led to the 

Liberalisation, Privatisation and Globalisation of the Indian economy. Examine its 

impact. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: India since Independence by Bipan Chandra. 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1 and mentioned as part of 
Mission-2023 Secure timetable. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the causes of LPG reforms and its impact. 
Directive word: 
Examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we must investigate the topic (content words) in detail, inspect 
it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so 
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by giving context of BOP crisis of 1991. 
Body: 
First, write about the various factors that led to crisis of 1991. 
Next, explain the Liberalisation, Privatisation and Globalisation of the India economy and what it 
meant. 
Next, write about the impact of LPG reforms of 1991 – write both positives and negatives for the 
reforms. 
Conclusion: 
Suggest a way forward on how to do with negatives. 
Introduction 

A severe balance of payments problem triggered an acute economic crisis in 1991. In response, 

India’s economic establishment launched a multipronged reforms agenda to repair India’s 

macroeconomic balance sheet and ignite growth. 

1991 BoP crisis was one of the worst crises that India had to face. The then government was close 

to default, as RBI had refused new credit and foreign exchange reserves had been reduced to such 

a point that India could barely finance three weeks’ worth of imports. This necessitated the Indian 

government to keep national gold reserves as a pledge to the International Monetary Fund (IMF) in 

exchange for a loan to cover balance of payment debts. 

Body 

Causes of Balance of Payment Crisis 

 Widening of trade gap due to rise in imports against a small growth in exports and 

increased cost of imports. This was mainly due to license raj which has restricted India’s 

manufacturing capacity and exports. 

 The sharp rise in crude prices due to the Gulf crisis. 

 Deterioration in the Exchange Rate of Rupee. 

 Rising Current Account Deficit: India’s current account deficit (CAD) had already touched 

2.7% of the GDP in 1988-89. From mid-1990, financing the CAD became arduous. Traditional 

sources of financing started drying up. 
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o The main factor contributing to the rising current account deficit was decline in the 

growth of net invisible earnings. 

 Decline in migrants’ remittance from abroad due to Gulf war. 

 Non-resident deposits, which contributed significantly to bridge the CAD, had also started 

flowing out. 

 By end-December 1990, foreign exchange reserves were enough for only three weeks of 

imports. 

Measures taken: LPG reforms 

 In order to get out of the macro-economic crisis in 1991, India launched a New Economic 

Policy, which was based on LPG or Liberalisation, Privatisation and Globalisation model. 

 Then Finance Minister, Manmohan Singh, was the prime architect of the historic 1991 

liberalisation. 

 Liberalising Industrial Policy: Abolition of industrial license permit raj, Reduction in import 

tariffs, etc. 

o Import tariffs were lowered. 

o Import restrictions were eased. 

o Market determined exchange rate system was introduced. 

o Foreign investment was encouraged. 

 Beginning of Privatisation: Deregulation of markets, Banking reforms, etc. 

 Globalisation: Exchange rate correction, liberalising foreign direct investment and trade 

policies, Removal of mandatory convertibility cause, etc. 

o These reforms are credited and applauded for the high economic growth seen from 

1991 to 2011 and substantial reduction of poverty from 2005 to 2015. 

 The first decisive action of the new government was with respect to the exchange rate. In 

1991, rupee was devaluated. 

 The RBI shipped about 47 tonnes of gold to the Bank of England as security to raise foreign 

currency from England and Japan. The government also sold 20 tonnes of gold to a Swiss 

Bank for acquiring foreign currency, with the condition that it would be repurchased after six 

months. 

 In the short run, to relieve the pressure of foreign exchange, imports were compressed 

through certain monetary measures. 

Conclusion 

The 1991 reforms helped the economy stave off a crisis and then bloom. It is time to outline a 

credible new reform agenda that will not just bring GDP back to pre-crisis levels, but also ensure 

growth rates higher than it had when it entered the pandemic. 
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Unless there is political inclusion of the disabled, the goal of inclusiveness and 

empowerment will remain elusive. Comment in the light of recently released the draft 

of the national policy for persons with disabilities. (250 words). 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: The Hindu ,  Insights on India 
Why the question: 
The Department of Empowerment of Person with Disabilities (DoEPwD) recently released the draft of 
the national policy for persons with disabilities. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the barriers faced by people with disabilities and measures needed to overcome them. 
Directive word:  
Comment– here we must express our knowledge and understanding of the issue and form an overall 
opinion thereupon. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by writing about the aims and objectives of national policy for persons with disabilities. 
Body: 
First, mention the steps taken to achieve inclusivity for PwDs such as Rights of Persons with 
Disabilities Act, 2016 etc. 
Next, write about various shortcomings of the above steps. 
Next, write about additional measures that are needed in this regard. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by writing a way forward to achieve inclusivity. 
Introduction 

The Department of Empowerment of Person with Disabilities (DoEPwD) recently released the draft 

of the national policy for persons with disabilities. The necessity for a new policy which replaces the 

2006 policy was felt because of multiple factors such as India’s signing of the United 

Nations Convention on Rights of Persons with Disabilities; enactment of a new disability 

legislation (Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act 2016) which increased the number of disabilities 

from seven conditions to 21 and being a party to the Incheon Strategy for Asian and Pacific Decade 

of Persons with Disabilities, 2013-2022. 

These commitments have changed the discourse around disability by shifting the focus from the 

individual to society, i.e., from a medical model of disability to a social or human rights model of 

disability. 

Body 

Steps taken to achieve inclusivity of PwD’s in India 

 Rigths of PwD’s Act 2016: Disability has been defined based on an evolving and dynamic 

concept. 

o The types of disabilities have been increased from 7 to 21. The act added mental 

illness, autism, spectrum disorder, cerebral palsy, muscular dystrophy, chronic 

neurological conditions, speech and language disability, thalassemia, hemophilia, 

sickle cell disease, multiple disabilities including deaf blindness, acid attack 

victims and Parkinson’s disease which were largely ignored in earlier act. 

o In addition, the Government has been authorized to notify any other category of 

specified disability. 
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o It increases the quantum of reservation for people suffering from disabilities 

from 3% to 4% in government jobs and from 3% to 5% in higher education 

institutes. 

 Accessible India Campaign (AIC) is the nationwide flagship campaign of the Department of 

Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities (DEPwD), Ministry of Social Justice and 

Empowerment. 

o The aim of the Campaign is to make a barrier free and conducive environment for 

Divyangjans all over the country. 

 Deen Dayal Disabled Rehabilitation Scheme: Under the scheme financial assistance is 

provided to NGOs for providing various services to Persons with Disabilities, like special 

schools, vocational training centres, community based rehabilitation, pre-school and early 

intervention etc 

 Assistance to Disabled Persons for Purchase / fitting of Aids and Appliances (ADIP): The 

Scheme aims at helping the disabled persons by bringing suitable, durable, scientifically-

manufactured, modern, standard aids and appliances within their reach. 

  

Shortcomings in the new draft policy 

 A glaring omission is the absence of any commitment to the political uplift of persons with 

disabilities. 

o Political empowerment and the inclusion of the disabled are an issue that has not 

found traction in India’s democratic discussion. India does not have any policy 

commitment that is aimed at enhancing the political participation of disabled 

people. 

o The first visually disabled Member of Parliament in independent India, Sadhan 

Gupta, hardly finds mention in our political or disability discourse 

 The exclusion of disabled people from the political space happens at all levels of the political 

process in the country, and in different ways. 

o For instance, the inaccessibility of the voting process, barriers to participation in 

party politics or a lack of representation at the local, State or national levels have 

all aggravated the marginalisation of the disabled. 

 Political parties in India still do not find the disabled as the large electorate to specifically 

address their needs. 

 The lack of live aggregate data on the exact number of the disabled people in 

every constituency only furthers their marginalisation. 

o The lack of accessible space for party meetings, inaccessible transport for 

campaigning or an attitudinal barrier among voters and party leaders can be termed 

as contributing factors. 

o Thus, we seldom see disability being highlighted in the manifestos of parties. 

Way forward 
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 A few States have begun the initiative at local levels to increase participation. 

o For instance, Chhattisgarh started the initiative of nominating at least one disabled 

person in each panchayat. 

 If a disabled person is not elected then they are nominated as a panchayat member as per 

changes in the law concerned. 

 This is a step that has increased the participation of the disabled in the political space at 

local level. 

Conclusion 

The document lays emphasis on the point that central and State governments must work together 

with other stakeholders to “make the right real”. This right can be made real only when it includes 

political rights/political participation within it. This will only conform to the universal principle on 

disability, i.e., “Nothing about us. Without us.” 

 

History of the world will include events from 18th century such as industrial 

revolution, world wars, redrawal of national boundaries, colonization, 

decolonization. 

Examine the various debates between the Northern states and the Southern states, 

which in due course instigated the American Civil War. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: Insights on India 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1 and mentioned as part of 
Mission-2023 Secure timetable. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the various causes of American civil war. 
Directive word:  
Examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we must investigate the topic (content words) in detail, inspect 
it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so 
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by giving context of American Civil war between northern states and southern states. 
Body: 
First, write major various factors that caused the outbreak of American civil war – Political, Economic 
and Social causes. 
Next, examine whether the civil war was primarily a power conflict between the states or was fought 
for the issue of slavery? Give examples to substantiate your points. 
Conclusion: 
Pass a judgement regarding the primary cause of civil war. 
  

Introduction 
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The American Civil War remains the deadliest conflict in American history with a death toll that 

surpasses the combined total of American deaths in the first and second World Wars. In some ways, 

it was the first modern conflict, with the use of armored warships, railways, and telegraphs. 

The causes of the Civil War were complex and numerous but ultimately stemmed from the question 

of slavery. Slavery had always been a point of contention in the United States, but the rapid 

expansion of the US in the first half of the 19th century served to heighten this issue. New territories 

raised the question of how they would function, whether as free or slave states. 

Body 

Background 

 The secession of the Southern states (in chronological order, South Carolina, Mississippi, 

Florida, Alabama, Georgia, Louisiana, Texas, Virginia, Arkansas, Tennessee, and North 

Carolina) in 1860–61 and the ensuing outbreak of armed hostilities were the culmination of 

decades of growing sectional friction over slavery. 

 A common explanation is that the Civil War was fought over the moral issue of slavery. 

 In fact, it was the economics of slavery and political control of that system that was central 

to the conflict. 

North vs South: American civil war 

 The South was a primarily agricultural economy centred around the production of raw 

materials, particularly cotton. With the use of slaves, the labor burden largely fell on black 

shoulders while the rewards fell into a small number of white hands. 

o Rather than invest profits in industry and infrastructure, wealthy Southerners 

instead bought more slaves and more land. 

 States’ rights: The Southern states wanted to assert their authority over the federal 

government so they could abolish federal laws they didn’t support, especially laws 

interfering with the South’s right to keep slaves and take them wherever they wished. 

 Territorial expansion: The South wished to take slavery into the western territories, while 

the North was committed to keeping them open to white labour alone. 

o Meanwhile, the newly formed Republican party, whose members were strongly 

opposed to the westward expansion of slavery into new states, was gaining 

prominence. 

 The election of a Republican, Abraham Lincoln, as President in 1860 sealed the deal. His 

victory, without a single Southern electoral vote, was a clear signal to the Southern states 

that they had lost all influence. 

 Feeling excluded from the political system, they turned to the only alternative they 

believed was left to them: secession, a political decision that led directly to war. 

Conclusion 

While slavery and its various and multifaceted discontents were the primary cause of disunion, it 

was disunion itself that sparked the war. The problem for Americans who, in the age of Lincoln, 

wanted slaves to be free was not simply that southerners wanted the opposite, but that they 
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themselves cherished a conflicting value: they wanted the Constitution, which protected slavery, to 

be honoured, and the Union, which had fellowship with slaveholders, to be preserved. Thus, they 

were committed to values that could not logically be reconciled. 

  

The French Revolution of 1789 C.E was a watershed moment in world history. The 

revolution swayed the socio-economic and political life of France and had a profound 

impact on the rest of the world. Explain. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Easy 
Reference: Insights on India 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1 and mentioned as part of 
Mission-2023 Secure timetable. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the impact of French Revolution on France and rest of the world. 
Directive word:  
Explain – Clarify the topic by giving a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the 
context. You must be defining key terms wherever appropriate and substantiate with relevant 
associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Give the context of French Revolution of 1789 as a total revolution. 
Body: 
First, write about the impact of the revolution on France – Political, Economic and Social impacts in 
detail are to be written. 
Next, write about the ways in which the revolution impacted the rest of the world in different ways. 
Mention its impact on India. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by writing about the legacy of French revolution. 
  

Introduction 

French Revolution (1789-1799) was a period of social and political upheaval in France resulting in the 

overthrow of Monarchy and establishing of Re French revolution was a period of radical political and 

societal change in France that began with the Estates General of 1789 and ended with the formation 

of the French Consulate in November 1799. The outbreak of revolution was due to the political 

incompetency of King Louis XVI, disorganized administrative step, sharp inequalities in the society 

and impending financial crisis. 

Body 

The French Revolution was not only a popular uprising against the absolute power of the king but 

was also against the privileges and wealth of the elite. The causes are generally agreed to be a 

combination of social, political and economic factors, which the existing regime proved unable to 

manage. 

Its causes were multi-dimensional: 

 Cultural: Enlightenment to think rationally, critically led to lowering the status of Church and 

Monarch, while promotion of secular, scientific and humanistic values. 
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 Social: Aspiration of Bourgeois class to be politically equal to Clergy and Aristocratic class. 

 Financial: France’s involvement in the American Revolution leading to increased taxation at 

home and reduction in privileges 

 Political: Provincial Courts’ opposition to the reduction in their privileges. 

 Economic: Deregulation of grain prices leading to high inflation of bread and bad harvest 

leading to food shortage provoking the masses to revolt. 

Impact on French Society 

 Monarchy was abolished and Republic took its place. 

 Political sovereignty introduced at individual and nation-state level with a centralised 

government. 

 Serfdom, Feudalism, Slavery were abolished and the influence of Church decreased in 

personal lives. 

 Idea of separation of public and private realm emerged. 

 The abolition of Slavery after the French revolution was the first move against this repressive 

system and Britain followed suit in 1833 while the USA banned it in 1865. 

 It led to the destruction of feudalism in France as all laws of the old feudal regime were 

repealed and lands of the nobles and church were confiscated and redistributed. 

 The Jacobian constitution, which although never came into effect, was the first genuinely 

democratic constitution. It gave the right to vote to all, and even the Right to Insurrection, 

which implies the right to revolt or rises against the government. 

 Ending the arbitrary royal rule, the revolution paved the way for rule by law under a 

constitutional order. 

 Some Shortcomings: Limited suffrage, especially women were excluded, Slavery was 

reintroduced by Napoleon. 

Impact on World 

 Napoleon carried ideals of the Revolution to the rest of Europe: Liberty, Modern Laws, 

Democratic Rights, protection of private property. This, in turn, gave rise to Modern 

Nationalism paving way creation of the sovereign nation-state. 

 Liberalism as government form got crystallised in North and South America. 

 It inspired other revolutions: Haitian Revolution, Independence Movements in Spanish and 

Portuguese colonies in South America. Raja Rammohan Roy and Tipu Sultan in particular and 

Indian Nationalist Freedom Struggle incorporated ideals of Liberty, Equality and Fraternity. 

Conclusion 

Thus, the importance of the French Revolution laid in laying the foundation of Modern States based 

on Liberal Democratic ideals. Also, indirectly it laid the groundwork for the growth of Socialism and 

Communism by providing an intellectual and social environment in which these ideologies could 

flourish. 
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Discuss the major technological, socioeconomic, and cultural features that defined the 

Industrial Revolution in England. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Easy 
Reference: Insights on India 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1 and mentioned as part of 
Mission-2023 Secure timetable. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the major features of first Industrial Revolution. 
Directive word:  
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you must debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You must give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Start by defining Industrial Revolution of 18th century. 
Body: 
First, write about the major technological features of the Industrial Revolution – inventions and 
innovations, major changes introduced etc. 
Next, write about the major socio-economic features of the Industrial Revolution – entrepreneurship, 
banking, changes to social structures etc. 
Next, write about the major cultural changes witnessed because of the revolution. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by summarising. 
 Introduction 

The Industrial Revolution was the transition to new manufacturing processes in Europe and the 

United States, in the period from between 1760 to 1820 and 1840.This transition included going 

from hand production methods to machines, new chemical manufacturing and iron production 

processes, the increasing use of steam power and water power, the development of machine tools 

and the rise of the mechanized factory system. The Industrial Revolution also led to an 

unprecedented rise in the rate of population growth. 

Body 

Technological features of Industrial Revolution in England 

 The use of new basic materials, chiefly iron and steel. 

 The use of new energy sources, including both fuels and motive power, such as coal, the 

steam engine, electricity, petroleum and the internal combustion engine. 

 The invention of new machines, such as the spinning jenny and the power loom that 

permitted increased production with a smaller expenditure of human energy. 

 A new organization of work known as the factory system, which entailed increased division 

of labour and specialization of function. 

 Important developments in transportation and communication, including the steam 

locomotive, steamship, automobile, airplane, telegram and radio. 

 The increasing application of science to industry. 

These technological changes made possible a tremendously increased use of natural resources and 

the mass production of manufactured goods. 
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Socio-economic and cultural features 

 Agricultural improvements that made possible the provision of food for a larger non-

agricultural population. 

 Economic changes that resulted in a wider distribution of wealth, the decline of land as a 

source of wealth in the face of rising industrial production, and increased international 

trade. 

 Political changes reflecting the shift in economic power, as well as new state policies 

corresponding to the needs of an industrialized society. 

 Sweeping social changes, including the growth of cities, the development of working-class 

movements, and the emergence of new patterns of authority. 

 Cultural transformations of a broad order. Workers acquired new and distinctive skills, and 

their relation to their tasks shifted; instead of being craftsmen working with hand tools, they 

became machine operators, subject to factory discipline. 

  Finally, there was a psychological change: confidence in the ability to use resources and to 

master nature was heightened 

Conclusion 

 

The Industrial Revolution marks a major turning point in history; almost every aspect of daily life was 

influenced in some way. In particular, average income and population began to exhibit 

unprecedented sustained growth. It is the process of change from an agrarian and handicraft 

economy to one dominated by industry and machine manufacturing. These technological changes 

introduced novel ways of working and living and fundamentally transformed society. 

 

The most significant cause of the first world war was the system of secret alliances. 

These alliances slowly divided Europe into mutually hostile rival armed camps which 

confronted each other in the first world war. Critically analyse. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: Insights on India 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1 and mentioned as part of 
Mission-2023 Secure timetable. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the role of secret alliances in the outbreak of world war-I. 
Directive word:  
Critically analyze – When asked to analyse, you must examine methodically the structure or nature 
of the topic by separating it into component parts and present them in a summary. When ‘critically’ 
is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the topic and give a 
balanced judgment on the topic. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Start by briefly mentioning the origins of secret alliances in Europe led by Bismarck. 
Body: 
First, write about the alliances as the handiwork of Bismarck, who tried to build a network of such 
alliances against Germany’s enemies after the Franco-Prussian War of 1870. The system of alliances, 
as you can guess, helped on some occasions in preserving peace, in as much as the members within 
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one group often held their friends or allies in restraint from provoking war. But it also made it 
inevitable that if a war did come, it would involve all the great powers of Europe. 
Next, write about the other factors responsible for the outbreak of the war. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by highlighting the role of secret alliances in the beginning of world war-I. 
 Introduction 

Europe in 1914 was an armed camp; its politics dominated by two rival alliances. The creation of a 

unified Germany in 1871 had disturbed the old 'balance of power' in Europe. 

Fear of Germany encouraged France and Russia to form an alliance in 1894. This pushed Germany 

into closer alliance with its neighbour, the Austro-Hungarian Empire. The members of these rival 

power blocs maintained mass armies through compulsory military service. 

 

Body 

Alliances formed at the time of World War I 

 During the 1900s, a dangerous rift arose between Russia and Austria-Hungary, who had 

conflicting ambitions in South Eastern Europe.  

 Austria-Hungary's desire to crush Serbia, and Russia's support for the latter during 

the crisis of 1914, were motivated by fear that they would lose their status as 'Great 

Powers' if they backed down. 

 Britain's policy was to maintain a balance of power in Europe. Germany's growing strength 

and manifest pursuit of 'world power' status persuaded Britain to align with its traditional 

rivals: France in 1904 and Russia in 1907. This connected Britain, France and Russia in the 

'Triple Entente' and stoked German fears of 'encirclement'.  

 German nationalists viewed Britain as a barrier to their global ambitions and German 

generals increasingly feared the growing military threat of Russia. 

Alliances and a divided Europe 

 By 1914, Europe was divided into two rival alliance systems. In 1871, German unification 

dramatically altered the balance of power in Europe. This new power bloc at the heart of 

central Europe strengthened further when Germany formed an alliance in 1879 with 

neighbouring Austria-Hungary, which Italy joined three years later.  

 Fear of Germany’s growing strength encouraged Russia and France to enter into alliance in 

1893.  

 German ambitions to build a battle fleet initiated a naval arms race with Britain that 

seriously strained relations between the two.  

 Britain had long seen France and Russia as potential enemies, but from 1904 it negotiated 

agreements with them, aiming to secure its empire by settling colonial disputes. 

 The new and unlikely friendship between these three powers heightened German fears of 

‘encirclement’ and deepened the divide among the European powers. Imperial rifts 

worsened these divisions and tensions. When Germany tried to oppose a French takeover 

of Morocco, Britain supported France. 

 Relations between Austria-Hungary and neighbouring Serbia had been tense in the years 

before the murder of the Archduke. Austria had long seen Serbia as a threat to the stability 

of its multi-ethnic empire.  
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 Austria's annexation of Bosnia in 1908 and Serbian ambitions to unify south-east Europe's 

Slavic people further strained relations in this volatile part of Europe. 

Conclusion 

World War I was one of the great watersheds of 20th-century geopolitical history. It led to the fall of 

four great imperial dynasties (in Germany, Russia, Austria-Hungary, and Turkey), resulted in the 

Bolshevik Revolution in Russia, and, in its destabilization of European society, laid the groundwork 

for World War II. 

By 1917, the working people of Russia were no longer prepared to tolerate their 

dehumanised situation. They were also by then politically organised, and therefore 

able to overthrow the old social and political order. Discuss. (250 words) 
Introduction 

In 1917, there were two revolutions in Russia - the February Revolution and the October Revolution. 

The February Revolution led to end of the rule of Czar and establishment of a Provisional 

government. The October revolution resulted in overthrowing of the Provisional government in a 

coup by Bolsheviks and consequent establishment of a communist state in Russia. 

Body 

Reasons for Russian Revolution in 1917 

February revolution 

 Half-hearted fulfilment of the October Manifesto (1905): There was no fulfilment of the 

promise of a genuine democracy. 

 Land reforms failed by 1911: Land reforms aimed at improving the life of peasants by 

making them landowners and also at bringing down food inflation that hurt the poor the 

most. The land reforms failed because the population of peasants grew faster than the 

growth in Agriculture sector, which along with inefficient farming methods - resulted in 

failure to check food inflation. The population of peasants grew faster than the pace of 

reforms introduced by Czar’s Prime Minister Stolypin.  

 The welfare programme for the workers was not good enough to end all of their grievances. 

Industrial unrest and strikes happened for three years (1912-14) before the start of WW I. 

The unrest started in 1912 after a group of gold miners who were on a strike were shot at. 

 The participation in the WW I accelerated the overthrow of Czar because the war led to 

high expenditure and worsened the economic conditions of the masses. Example during the 

war years there was a rapid increase in food inflation and Bread Riots broke out in St 

Petersburg (then called Petrograd). The failures in the WW I and the inefficient leadership 

of Czar in running the war (example slow transport of arms to the fighting units) led to a 

mutiny among the troops as well as the police. Thus in contrast to 1905 revolution, in 1917- 

the army and the police were not loyal to the Czar.  

 The February revolution was a spontaneous outburst. Nicholas II sent troops who soon 

refused to fire and the whole Petrograd Garrison mutinied. Soon, the mobs seized the 

public buildings. The 4th Duma advised the Czar to setup a Constitutional Monarchy but he 

refused and sent even more troops who failed to dispel the mobs. The senior army generals 
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then tried to convince Nicholas II to abdicate throne to save the Monarchy. Nicholas II 

agreed but the next heir (Czar’s brother) refused the throne and thus the Romanov 

Dynasty’s rule ended because of a poor transition plan.  

 The February Revolution was a spontaneous outburst and the privileged class (Duma 

members, industrialists, aristocracy and senior army generals) turned against Czar only to 

save its own skin. 

October Revolution 

 The failures of the provisional government led to the October Revolution where the 

Bolsheviks did a coup and overthrew the government. Following are the failures of the 

Provisional Government that was formed under Kerensky:  

 It did not withdraw Russia from the WW I. The morale of the army was low because of losses 

in different battles. 

 It did not fulfil two important promises of land redistribution and immediate elections for 

a Constituent Assembly that would frame a new constitution.  

 The Bolsheviks used the discontent among the peasants over delay in land redistribution to 

increase their support base by starting a programme for forceful land eviction of Kulaks. The 

government argued that the elections could not be held because the nation was at war.  

 The rise of Soviets degraded the authority of the government. Soviets propped up in all 

cities. A Soviet was the name given to an elected committee of soldiers and workers formed 

for city governance. Petrograd Soviet that governed Petrograd after February 1917, asked 

the Petrograd soldiers to only obey the Soviet and not the government. Thus, the Provisional 

Government began to lose army’s support.  

Conclusion 

Germany helped Lenin return from exile in Switzerland in April,1917. Lenin in April Thesis 

demanded that all power be vested in the soviets, that there should be no support to the Provisional 

Government and that Russia should immediately withdraw from the WW I.  

Lenin offered attractive reforms for bringing the masses on his side- viz- Land Redistribution, 

decreased food inflation and withdrawal from WW I if the public supported his revolution. 

The Versailles treaty’s territorial reorganisations and the huge reparations bill 

imposed on Germany became major factors for the Second World War. Critically 

analyse. (250 words) 
Introduction 

A century ago, the Paris Peace Conference brought an end to the First World War. But was the 

resulting Treaty of Versailles – which was signed on 28 June 1919 in France and came into effect on 

10 January 1920 – so harsh on the German people that it guaranteed a second global conflic. 

Body 

Treaty of Versailles: Major points 

 Germany lost territory in Europe: Alsace-Lorraine was given to France. Estonia, Latvia and 

Lithuania were made independent nations. Parts of German territory were given to 
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Denmark, Belgium, Poland and Lithuania. SAAR and DANZIG had German population but 

they were brought under administration of League of Nations.  

 Danzig was a major port of West Prussia. Saar was to be under League of Nations for 

fifteen years and then a vote was to be held to decide if it would go to France or 

Germany. France was given the right to use coal mines of Saar for these fifteen 

years. 

 Union between Austria and Germany was forbidden even though Austria had huge German 

population.  

 Germany’s African colonies were taken away and converted into Mandates under the 

League of Nations. Members of the League of Nations were to ‘look after’ the colonies 

assigned to them as mandates and to prepare them for independence in the future. 

 Germany was disarmed: It was barred from introducing conscription (compulsory military 

service). Rhineland (Germany) was made a buffer zone between France and Germany by 

demilitarizing it permanently.  

 Germany was only allowed to have six battleships and at maximum one lakh 

soldiers. It could have no planes, no tanks and no submarines.  

 War guilt clause: It placed the blame for World War I solely on Germany and its allies. 

 War Reparations: Germany was to pay 6600 million pounds after a lot of deliberations. But 

it was decreased to 2000 million pounds later as the earlier amount was disproportionately 

high and Germans were in no position to pay such a huge amount. The aim of the 

reparations was to ensure that Germany continues to grapple with its economy for a long 

time and thus never be a threat to France and Britain in foreseeable future. 

How treaty of Versailles became reasons for WW II 

 The Treaty of Versailles was a dictated peace as the Germans were not allowed to be part 

of the negotiations. They could only put forward their opinion and criticism through writings. 

All their criticisms were ignored.  

 Only the clause of loss of territory was the one where the Germans were 

compensated.  

 The industrial region of Upper Silesia in West Prussia was handed over to Germans 

after a vote.  

 But then the Allied Powers argued that the Treaty of Brest Litovsk was also a 

dictated peace upon Russia. 

 The clause of disarmament of Germany made it virtually impotent and the reparations 

charged upon the Germans were unjustified. Wilson’s 14 points included ‘all round decrease 

in armament’ but it was only Germany which was disarmed and no other European power 

started disarmament. The limit on troops and arms made it difficult for Germany to maintain 

law and order. 

 Principle of nationality, ethnicity and of Self Determination: This was a major principle 

advocated by the Allied Powers to justify reorganization of Europe’s internal borders and 
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creation of new independent states out of Habsburg empire. But it was not completely 

followed: 

  Germans: Significant amount of German territory with German population was 

given to newly created nations. Poland had more than a million Germans.  

  The result was that many Germans lived outside Germany after the World War I and 

this was to be used by Hitler to justify German aggression and expansion before 

World War II. 

 War Guilt Clause: It is pretty much evident that all the Imperial powers were responsible for 

the World War I. Thus, the War Guilt clause, which fixed responsibility of World War I solely 

on Germany and its allies was unjustified. It served as a humiliation for the Germans.  

 It became a rallying point for Hitler. 

Conclusion 

The Treaty seemed to satisfy the "Big Three" viz. US, Britain and France, since in their eyes it was a 

just peace, as it kept Germany weak, yet strong enough to stop the spread of communism; kept the 

French border with Germany safe from another German attack and created the organization, the 

League of Nations, that would end warfare throughout the world.  

However, it left a mood of anger throughout Germany as it was felt that as a nation Germany had 

been unfairly treated. Above all else, Germany hated the clause blaming her for the cause of the war 

and the resultant financial penalties the treaty was bound to impose on Germany. Ordinary German 

citizens felt that they were being punished for the mistakes of the German government in August 

1914 as it was the government that had declared war, not the people. The humiliating conditions of 

the treaty rankled Germans for years and in many ways led to the rise of Nazism in Germany 

 

At the beginning of the 20th century, Chinese nationalism took a more definite shape 

and centred primarily on two issues – anti-Manchuism and anti-imperialism which 

became the primary causes of the revolution. Elucidate. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Easy 
Reference: Mastering World History by Norman Lowe 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1 and mentioned as part of 
Mission-2023 Secure timetable. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the rise of Chinese nationalism due to anti-imperialist and anti-Manchu sentiment in 
China. 
Directive word:  
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by giving context of Chinese revolution of 1911. 
Body: 
In the first part, write about the anti-Manchu sentiment prevailing in China against the weak and 
ineffective rule of the Manchu dynasty. 
Next, write about the reactions against the imperial invasion of China and the exploitation that 
followed there. 
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Next, write about how the above culminated in the Chinese revolution of 1911. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by summarising. 
Introduction 

The Manchu Dynasty’s rule ended in a revolution in 1911, when most of the provinces declared 

themselves independent. The new government tried for democratic reforms demanded by the 

young intellectuals. But the provincial armies opposed such reforms and in a military coup in 1911, 

the nascent government was overthrown. China was proclaimed a Republic under a military General 

named Yuan Shih Kai as President. Further, when Yuan declared himself to be the Emperor in 1915 

against the wishes of provincial armies, he was removed from power and the Warlord era began. 

Body 

Anti-Manchusim and anti-imperialism 

 Opium wars: In the 19th century, China had a weak government in form of Manchu dynasty. 

Britain had become a major trade partner but it had a huge trade deficit as China was self-

sufficient and imported little from the West. 

o The British were facing the burden of this trade deficit as the Chinese accepted only 

precious metals like Gold as payment for exports to Britain (especially Tea and Silk). 

o As a solution to this problem, the British started exchanging Opium as payment. 

o This was opposed by China and resulted in Opium Wars in 1840-2 and 1858. After 

the first Opium war, British took over Hong Kong and extracted trade concessions 

from China. 

o They also established British sovereignty over the trading centres. 

o China was coerced into giving up the opposition to trade with the West. 

 Loss of territory: In 1858, China was weak. It was losing in the 2nd Opium War and was 

fighting the Taiping Rebellion. In 1858, Russia threatened to attack & thus forced China to 

hand over huge amount of territory north of the river Amur. 

 Boxer Rebellion (1899-1900): By 1900, China was divided into spheres of influences (thus 

China was reduced to a status of international colony). It was felt that it would soon be 

partitioned, with each Imperial power ruling its sphere of influence. 

 Russo-Japan War (1904-05): It was fought over Manchuria. Japan won this war and took 

over Russian possessions in China. Thus, more Chinese territory came under Japan’s control. 

 Western Educated Chinese youth returned in early 1900s with radical revolutionary ideas. 

They desired to overthrow the Manchu Dynasty and some like Sun Yat Sen wanted to 

establish a USA type democracy. Sun Yat Sen established Kuomintang or KMT or the 

Nationalist Party. 

 Republic China in 1911: The Manchu Dynasty’s rule ended in a revolution in 1911, when 

most of the provinces declared themselves independent. The new government tried for 

democratic reforms demanded by the young intellectuals. But the provincial armies opposed 

such reforms and in a military coup in 1911, the nascent government was overthrown. 

Post 1911 revolution 
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 During the World War I (1914-9), Japan captured more Chinese territory in form of Kiachow 

islands and Shantung Province. However, it agreed to free these areas during a conference 

in Washington in 1921, in exchange for limitation on presence of US, British and French 

navies in the Pacific Ocean. 

 Warlord Era (1916-28): During this time China disintegrated in numerous states, each 

controlled by a Warlord with a private army, who fought among themselves. The Warlord 

era created chaos in China and the farmers suffered the most hardships. 

 The May 4th Movement (1919) was a movement started by the Chinese youth against the 

warlords and the regressive Chinese culture. Students gathered and held mass 

demonstrations. The Chinese Communist Party was formed in 1921 and it was sympathetic 

to the cause of peasants, who were the most oppressed section of the society under 

Warlord era. 

 KMT was formed in 1912 by Dr Sun Yat Sen, who had returned to China after the 1911 

revolution. It wanted a united, democratic and modern China. Though it was not communist 

in its ideology, it was ready to cooperate with the Communists in the initial phase. 

 KMT vs Communists civil war was ongoing for the longest time till communist party took 

over. 

Conclusion 

By 1949, the Chinese Communist Party emerged victorious as its Red Army was by then relatively 

large and well-armed with Soviet weapons. This forced Chiang Kai Shek to flee to Taiwan where he 

setup a government in exile for whole of China. This government was recognized as the legitimate 

government of China by the USA, while a new Communist State emerged on the world map in 

territory of mainland China. 

The Cold War did not remain confined to the superpowers alone. There were several 

dimensions of the Cold War across the world. Discuss. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: Insights on India 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1 and mentioned as part of 
Mission-2023 Secure timetable. 
Key Demand of the question: 
There were different arenas (Korea, Vietnam, etc.) of the cold war. Apart from these different arenas, 
mention the different fields (ex: space race, sports) in which the cold war played out. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Begin your answer by writing briefly what the primary cause of the cold war was. 
Body: 
First write about the “hot” aspects of the war, the different places where the two superpowers 
technically battled each other (Korea, Vietnam etc.). Proceed to write about the different fields in 
which the cold war ended up playing out – sports, space race, weapons race etc. 
Write about the impact of the above. 
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Conclusion: 
You can conclude by highlighting how in recent years a new cold war may be brewing, this time 
between USA and China. 
  

Introduction 

Cold war was a sequence of events after the World War II (1939-45) till the disintegration of 

the USSR in 1991, whereby the two super powers, USA and USSR, competed for hegemony in 

domains of economy, science and technology, politics and military. Each side adopted policies to 

strengthen itself and weaken the other falling short of an actual war. 

Body 

Various domains of cold war 

 Ideologies: Nations in the Soviet and Chinese spheres were governed by They also 

featured command economies, in which production and distribution is rigidly controlled by 

the government. 

o US-led block was the capitalist block which stood for liberal values of democracy and 

freedom. They saw communism as a threat to the liberal world. 

 NATO vs Warsaw Pact: US formed NATO (1949) after the West Berlin Blockade because the 

capitalist bloc found itself unprepared for a military conflict. 

o Warsaw pact (1955) was initiated by USSR in response to NATO admitting West 

Germany. 

o It was signed by USSR and all satellite states except Yugoslavia. 

o Under Warsaw Pact, the members promised to defend each other against any attack 

from outside and the armies of all members came under overall control of Moscow. 

 Arms race began in earnest when USSR developed the Atomic Bomb in 1949. 

o Thereafter, US planned and produced the much more powerful Hydrogen Bomb. 

o By 1953, USSR also caught up and developed the Hydrogen Bomb. 

 Space race: Space exploration served as another dramatic arena for Cold War competition. 

Russia launched its first satellite in 1957, called Sputnik. 

o In 1959, the Soviet space program took another step forward with the launch of 

Luna 2, the first space probe to hit the moon. 

o In April 1961, the Soviet cosmonaut Yuri Gagarin became the first person to orbit 

Earth, traveling in the capsule-like spacecraft Vostok 1. 

o December 1968 saw the launch of Apollo 8, the first manned space mission to orbit 

the moon. By landing on the moon, the United States effectively “won” the space 

race that had begun with Sputnik’s launch in 1957. 

Cold War manifestation across the world 
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 Berlin Wall erection and blockade: After WWII, Germany was divided into the Soviet-

occupied, communist East and the Ally-occupied, democratic West. 

o Though this division was initially administrative, the nation split into separate states 

(West Germany and East Germany) in 1949. 

o Immediately preceding the division of Germany was the year-long Berlin 

blockade. The aim of the blockade was to starve the West Germans, but this was 

overcome by Allies through airlifting supplies. 

o Berlin Wall was erected, which was called the descent of the iron curtain and start 

of cold war. 

 Korean War of 1950- 1953: After World War II, Korea was divided into the Soviet-backed 

North and US-backed South. 

o A Northern invasion of the South sparked the Korean War (1950-53), in which 

the South was supported by a US-led UN coalition. 

o Just when this coalition had taken most of the Korean Peninsula, China joined 

the USSR in support of the North, driving the Americans back southward to the 

38th parallel; this line has served as the boundary between the two Koreas ever 

since. 

 Vietnam War: The most prolonged and destructive Cold War conflict was the Vietnam War 

(1954-75). Post war the nation was divided into the communist, USSR/China-backed North 

and non-communist, US-backed South. 

o The US resorted to brutal campaigns of carpet bombing (area bombing) 

and defoliation (destruction of foliage, typically with napalm or herbicides). 

o Yet even these extreme measures failed. 

o The US ultimately withdrew, North Vietnam invaded the South, and the nation was 

Millions had been killed 

 Cuban Missile Crisis: The apex of Cold War tension was the Cuban Missile Crisis of 1962, 

when the US discovered that Russia was building nuclear launch sites in Cuba. 

o President Kennedy ordered a naval blockade of the island, and for a few days 

nuclear war seemed imminent. reunited under communist 

o An agreement was reached, however, in which Khrushchev removed the weapons 

from Cuba in exchange for the American removal of warheads in Turkey, as well as 

a guarantee against future American invasion of Cuba 

 Afghan invasion by Soviet: The foremost conflict of the late Cold War was the Soviet War in 

Afghanistan (1979-89), in which Soviet forces attempted to defend the reigning communist 

government of Afghanistan from anti-communist guerrillas. 

o The guerrillas, furnished with weapons and funding provided by the US and 

sympathetic Muslim nations, maintained a bloody stalemate throughout the conflict 

(such that this war has been dubbed the “Soviet Vietnam”). 
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o The guerrillas toppled the communist government a few years after the Soviet 

withdrawal. 

Conclusion 

The cold war was a period of hostilities between nations who were aligned with the two blocs. Post-

cold-war American supremacy remained for a long time, making it a unipolar world. Today Russia is 

no longer a major threat to USA. China’s rise in the past two decades is a simmering conflict in the 

waiting. The friction between USA and China has been touted as the Cold war 2.0 

The Latin American revolution produced great men of vision. Foremost among them 

was Simon Bolivar, celebrated as liberator of the great continent. Bolivar had in mind 

the vision of a republican federation embracing all Units of South America. Analyse. 

(250 words) 
Difficulty level: Easy 
Reference: History of modern world by Jain & Mathur 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1 and mentioned as part of 
Mission-2023 Secure timetable. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the contributions of Simon Bolivar to Latin American independence. 
Directive word:  
Analyse – When asked to analyse, you must examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them in a summary. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by giving brief description of Simon Bolivar – who is known as The Liberator. 
Body: 
First write about the political philosophy of Simon Bolivar and that penned two political treatises—
the Cartagena Manifesto and the Letter from Jamaica. 
Next write about his military achievements – encouraging the people of South America to rebel 
against Spanish colonial rule, leading multiple expeditionary forces against the Spaniards, liberated 
territories etc. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by summarising that his contributions earned him the epithet – The Liberator from the Latin 
American people. 
Introduction 

Simon Bolivar lived a short but comprehensive life. History records his extraordinary versatility. He 

was a revolutionary who freed six countries, an intellectual who argued the problems of national 

liberation, a general who fought a war of unremitting violence. He inspired extremes of devotion 

and detestation. Bolívar was a product of the Enlightenment. 

To liberal historians he was a fighter against tyranny. Marxists interpret him as the leader of a 

bourgeois revolution. Modern revolutionaries see him as a reformist who secured political change 

but left the colonial heritage of his continent virtually intact. 

Body 

Political treatises by Simon Bolivar 
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 Cartegena manifesto: Prior to the document’s publication, Bolívar had been an officer in 

the Venezuelan army. The First Republic, however, was defeated due to a number of 

movements that confronted and exploited each other such as the royalists who fought for 

the old order, the supporters of independence who fought for creole supremacy, and the 

pardos, blacks, and slaves who fought for their liberation. 

o The Cartagena Manifesto was written by Simón Bolívar during the Colombian and 

Venezuelan War of Independence, after the fall of the First Republic. 

o In Cartagena Manifesto, Bolivar outlined a framework that would prevent New 

Granada from suffering the fate of Venezuela since the territory reproduced the 

prevailing pattern of colonial dissent from loyal juntas to independent governments. 

 Letter from Jamaica: Letter from Jamaica, written by Bolívar in 1815 while in exile in 

Jamaica in which he articulates his desire for Latin American unity and his vision of 

republican government. 

o One of Bolívar’s most important pieces of writing and a landmark of Latin American 

political theory, the Letter from Jamaica revealed both Bolívar’s passionate 

commitment to independence for Spain’s Latin American colonies as well as an 

illiberal proclivity for oligarchical rule. 

Military achievements of Bolivar 

 Spanish America’s independence movement started around 1810, when the first official 

declarations were asserted and battles were fought, the seeds for independence were 

planted about 20 years prior. 

 He envisioned independent countries brought together under a Pan-American entity. 

 Young Bolívar moved to Spain in 1799 after the deaths of his parents. 

 Bolivar returned to Europe in 1803 from Venezuela and kept company with Napoleon. 

Bolívar returned to Venezuela in 1807. When Napoleon named Joseph Bonaparte King of 

Spain and its colonies, which included Venezuela, Bolívar joined the resistance movement. 

 The resistance group based in Caracas gained independence in 1810, and Bolívar travelled 

to Britain on a diplomatic mission. 

o The fight for control of Caracas, Venezuela and most of South American continued 

on back home. 

o Finally, Bolívar returned to Venezuela and began a campaign to wrest control of 

that country from the Spanish. 

 He and his followers invaded Venezuela on May 14, 1813; this marked the beginning of his 

“Campana Admirable” (Admirable Campaign), which resulted in the formation of the 

Venezuelan Second Republic later that year. 

 Bolívar was hailed as El Libertador (The Liberator), though civil war soon erupted in the 

republic, forcing him to flee to Jamaica and seek foreign aid. 

 There he wrote his famous “Letter from Jamaica,” detailing his vision of a South American 

republic with a parliamentary setup modelled after England and a life-long president. 
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 His idea of being a nation’s chief who could not be removed from power would be heavily 

critiqued by other leaders and intellectuals. 

 Gaining support from Haiti, Bolívar returned to his home continent and became involved in a 

number of military battles, eventually able to claim several territories. 

 1821 saw the creation of the Gran Colombia, under Bolívar’s leadership. This federation 

included much of what is now Venezuela, Colombia, Panama and Ecuador. 

 Further manoeuvres saw him named Dictator of Peru in 1824, followed by the creation of 

Bolivia in 1825. 

  

Conclusion 

Bolívar left his mark on history by leading independence movements in five countries in South 

America, despite the fact that he did not manage to create a well-established government or any 

type of Pan-American entity. Geography, not Bolívar, ultimately dictated the degree of cohesion 

between nations. 

  

What is Colonialism? Trace the patterns of colonization in Africa in the late nineteenth 

century. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: History of modern world by Jain & Mathur 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1 and mentioned as part of 
Mission-2023 Secure timetable. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about colonialism and pattern in which Africa was colonised. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by defining Colonialism. 
Body: 
First, write about major features of Colonialism. 
Next, write about the Colonisation of Africa – late as 1880 only 20 per cent of Africa had come under 
European rule. With the spread of the Industrial Revolution to other countries of Europe rivalries 
increased as did the search for colonies. The emerging industrial powers looked for a place in the sun. 
A continent of over 28 million square km was partitioned and occupied by European powers by a 
combination of two strategies, treaties and conquest. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by writing the outcome of Colonisation. 
  

Introduction 

Colonialism is the establishment, exploitation, maintenance, acquisition, and expansion of colonies 

in one territory by people from another territory. It is a set of unequal relationships between the 

colonial power and the colony, and often between the colonists and the indigenous population. 

Body 
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Background 

 African continent was known by the name of Dark Continent till its interior areas 

were explored in the 19th 

 Difficult terrains, non-navigable rivers and other such geographical features ensured that 

colonialism had a late entry in mainland Africa and was restricted for a long time to Coastal 

Africa. 

 In the 19th century, publications of the expeditions made by individual explorers raised the 

interest among the Europeans. 

 These publications included the accounts of the explorers who detailed the wealth of the 

Central Africa. They were able to chart the courses of important rivers like Congo. The 

navigability of rivers and knowledge of their course implied that the European companies 

and troops could now reach into the interiors and transport out the mineral wealth to the 

coasts for further export. 

Colonization of Africa 

 King Leopold II of Belgium patronized the explorers and was the first to establish a colony in 

central Africa. In 1876, he had brought Congo under his control and managed it as his 

private colony (Congo was renamed as Congo Free State in 1885). 

 His success raised the interest of other European powers and they entered into a quest for 

colonies in Africa. 

 After colonization of Congo, the Scramble for Africa began. By 1914 whole of Africa was 

scrambled among Britain, Belgium, France, Germany, Italy and Portugal, except 

for Abyssinia (where the Italians were defeated by the nationalists in the 1876 Battle of 

Adowa), and Liberia. 

 There were many squabbles among the European powers for territory and trading rights in 

Africa. 

 French and British interests collided in Egypt and Sudan. Belgium opposed an agreement 

in 1884 signed by Britain and Portugal, demarcating their areas of influence, as it would 

have resulted in denial of sea access to Congo. 

 Finally, the overlapping claims of European colonists were resolved through negotiations in 

different conferences. 

Berlin conference and sphere of influence 

 Niger river Valley was divided among the British and the French with the Lower Niger 

becoming a protectorate of Britain and the Upper Niger a protectorate of France. 

o Niger river was made free for ships of all signatory nations. 

 The British agreed to French colonization of Tunis. Spain was awarded coastal area of 

present-day Western Sahara. 

 Also, the European powers promised to take steps for welfare and development of the 

Africans. The conference vowed to end Slavery by the Black and Islamist powers and this was 

to be ensured by each colonial power in their sphere of influence. 
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 It was decided that the Congo Free State will be governed by the International Association 

for Exploration and Civilization of Central Africa. 

o This association was setup by King Leopold II of Belgium and thus Congo was 

recognized as a private colony of King Leopold II (to be taken away from him by the 

Belgium government in 1908) 

o Freedom of trade and navigation for all was guaranteed in the Congo River Valley. 

 Germany entered the scramble for Africa after unification of Germany in 1870. From 1882 

to 1884, Germany was able to colonize South West Africa, the Cameroons and Togoland in 

Equatorial Africa and German East Africa. 

 Italy, like Germany was a late entrant. It failed to colonize Tunis because the French 

took control of it in 1881. It succeeded in colonizing Eritrea in North Eastern Africa. Through 

various treaties Italy acquired Eastern Somaliland in 1880s. 

o Abyssinia (Ethiopia) lay between Eritrea and Eastern Somalia. Italy failed to colonize 

it and was defeated by the nationalists in 1896. I 

Conclusion 

Colonialism in Africa brought along with-it trading merchants, businessmen, missionaries, military 

and administrative officers. Many of them settled in Africa due to attractions of plentiful arable land 

and profits from trade. The missionaries stayed on and established Christian institutions for 

propagation of their religion. Thus, today we see many African countries divided into Muslim and 

Christian dominated regions. The European settlers were elites in Africa and they enjoyed luxuries of 

living, which they could not afford back home. The European settlers, like the Boers in South Africa, 

became wealthy and powerful in Africa. They controlled the government and denied Africans any 

political right. In almost every colony, the lands of Africans were taken away for cultivation and 

mining by settlers with Blacks working as slaves. 

  

Salient features of Indian Society, Diversity of India. 

The mental illnesses and challenges that India’s LGBTQIA+ people face need 

comprehensive and long-term solutions. Elucidate. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: The Hindu 
Why the question: 
During the recent celebration of Pride month (June) globally and in India, we witnessed an incredible 
social media presence filled with striking images and stories. It would not have been amiss to also 
pause and reflect momentarily on the state of mental health of LGBTQIA++ communities in India. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the discrimination and injustice faced by the LGBTQIA+ community in India and long -
term solutions needed for it. 
Directive word:  
Elucidate – Give a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the context. You must 
be defining key terms wherever appropriate and substantiate with relevant associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
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Begin by stating that even though LGBTQIA+ people are given legal backing by abolishing section 
377, they are still at the bottom of the hierarchy when it comes to basic human rights within the unit 
of family and society. 
Body: 
First, state that the social media campaigns and corporate ads for an inclusive society with respect to 
LGBTQI+ community have only been to a limited urban population. Many families especially in the 
rural areas are homophobic and transphobic and often treat people from the community to have 
some kind of psychological disorder. 
Next, mention about issues such as forced rapes within families, admission into hospitals for change 
of sexual orientation, medical institutions admit people from the community along with other 
psychologically disturbed and conducting some psychological and sexual experiments, instances of 
suicides, families abandoning those who come out leading to financial insecurity etc. 
Conclusion: 
Next mention few NGOs and support groups that are trying to mainstream the cause of LGBTQIA+ 
community and create a truly inclusive society. 
Introduction 

The LGBTQIA+ community faces a lot of problems. The main problem is acceptance from people 

outside the community. For the Indian LGBT community, a truly inclusive society remains a distant 

dream. In urban India, where social media and corporate initiatives have created increasing 

awareness of LGBT rights, the scenario looks more upbeat for gay men than for transgender people 

or lesbian women. While urban LGBT voices that are heard through several online and real-world 

platforms form an important part of LGBT activism, these expose only a small part of the diverse 

challenges faced by the community. 

The Tamil Nadu government recently amended its police conduct rules to bar harassment of 

LGBTQIA+ individuals and persons working to help them. 

Body 

Issues faced by LGBTQIA+ community in India 

 Mental health issues: 

o life-long dissonance, deep-rooted stigma, discrimination and often abuse, that the 

community experiences often leads to extreme distress and poor self-worth, 

resulting in self-hate and suffering. 

o The community is often fearful and has such deeply internalised stigma that it is 

challenging to even articulate what it feels like — forget about seeking help. 

o LGBTQIA++ youth are likely to suffer 1.75 times more anxiety and depression than 

the rest of society while the transgender community is even more vulnerable as its 

members suffer 2.4 times higher anxiety and depression. 

 Discrimination: 

o Sexual orientation and gender identity are rarely discussed in our social, educational 

or familial environments, and if ever done, these discussions are stigmatising. 

o Society marginalises LGBTQIA++ people throughout life, no matter how 

accomplished they may be. 

 Inadequate health services 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia
https://www.insightsonindia.com/social-justice/issues-related-to-third-gender-lgbtqia/lgbtqia/problems-faced-by-lgbtq-due-to-discrimination/


INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 

   

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips  Page 84 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia 

o When help is sought even by the most empowered, queer affirmative mental health 

services are hardly available. 

o A large majority of the psychiatrists in India still consider diverse sexual orientations 

and gender identities as a disorder and practice ‘correctional therapy’. 

o This is also true of general health care as well. In an ongoing study, the Raahat 

Project found that a large number of trans and gay men preferred to pay and seek 

help in the private sector rather than access government health care due to 

harassment and stigma. 

Way Forward 

 The need of the hour is to change the status quo is to ensure that every aspect of mental 

health work in India must include aspects of queer mental health issues, especially in schools 

and universities, to destigmatise diverse gender and sexual identities. 

 A key aspect is building self-care skills among queer adolescents and youth. 

 Strong components of behaviour change and awareness and also building capacity are 

important ways to build agency among these youth populations. 

 We need is a movement on queer mental health guided by non-discrimination and public 

awareness in order to change social attitudes. 

 Community building is an important part of improving the mental health for LGBTQIA++ 

people. 

 We need to create supportive, safe and educative spaces, access points for health care and 

information on mental health. 

 One such project that the Raahat Project has been working on through participatory 

methods has opened a host of issues that LGBTQIA++ communities face in leading colleges 

on an ongoing basis. 

Conclusion 

We need comprehensive long-term solutions that make queer mental health a priority and address 

community needs but also engage everyone to change the environment in which they exist. These 

solutions must engage with all stakeholders, including educational institutions, communities, health-

care providers, mental health professionals, police personnel and families who are often a key 

source of mental health stress. 

Value addition 

Background 

 The Delhi High Court’s verdict in Naz Foundation vs Government of NCT of Delhi (2009) was 

a landmark in the law of sexuality and equality jurisprudence in India. 

 The court held that Section 377 offended the guarantee of equality enshrined in Article 14 

of the Constitution, because it creates an unreasonable classification and targets 

homosexuals as a class. 
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 In a retrograde step, the Supreme Court, in Suresh Kumar Koushal vs Naz Foundation (2013), 

reinstated Section 377 to the IPC. 

 However, the Supreme Court in Navtej Singh Johar & Ors. vs Union of India (2018) declared 

that the application of Section 377 IPC to consensual homosexual behaviour was 

“unconstitutional”. 

 This Supreme Court judgment has been a great victory to the Indian individual in his quest for 

identity and dignity. 

Discuss the impact the elevation of Droupadi Murmu, as the first tribal women to be 

the President of India will have on social justice and assimilation of Adivasis. (250 

words). 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: Live Mint , Indian Express 
Why the question: 
Former Jharkhand Governor and National Democratic Alliance (NDA) candidate Droupadi Murmu 
was elected the 15th President of India, the first tribal woman to be elected to the position and the 
youngest as well. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write the impact on social justice and inclusion due to the election of Droupadi Murmu. 
Directive word:  
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you must debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You must give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by giving context. 
Body: 
First, write about the historic moment of a tribal women being elected to the highest office in the 
country. 
Next, write impact this can have on the social justice and inclusion of Adivasis. Cite examples to 
substantiate. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by writing a way forward to achieve inclusivity. 
  

Introduction 

There is much to celebrate in the election of Droupadi Murmu as the 15th President of India in the 

Amrit Mahotsav year of independence. In Murmu, the country not only has a Santhal tribal 

woman as the head of the state but also a leader from one of the country’s poorest regions. Her rise 

from the tribal lands of western Odisha to become the first citizen is a glowing tribute to the success 

of Indian democracy. 

Body 

Background 

 A Santhal tribal by birth and a resident of Odisha, Droupadi Murmu personifies resilience 

and strength. She may hardly appear as a risk-taker, but that’s exactly what she has been 

throughout her life. 
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 Murmu started her career with a government job, as a teacher at the Shri Aurobindo 

Integral Education and Research Centre in Rairangpur, Odisha. She went on to become a 

junior assistant in the state irrigation department. 

 But she soon found her calling in public life and she quit a secure government job to 

successfully contest a councilor’s election in 1997. 

 She was elected to the Odisha assembly and went on to become a minister of state 

(independent charge) for commerce and industry and the fisheries and animal resources 

development minister. She won two consecutive assembly polls and then lost two successive 

state elections in 2009 and 2014. 

Impact of elevation of Draupadi Murmu as President of India 

 A fair stake in power for all is a national goal for good reason and every sign of progress on 

this must be celebrated. 

 It should also cue some reflection on inclusion. At a time when 1.3 billion Indians are 

marking Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, a daughter of India hailing from a tribal community born 

in a remote part of eastern India has been elected our President 

 She has emerged as a ray of hope for our citizens especially the poor, marginalised and the 

downtrodden. 

 Her win will be a milestone in the direction of fulfilling the resolve of uplifting the last person 

in the queue and empowering the tribal community. 

  

Conclusion 

For our politics to mature, however, mass empowerment must follow. And we mustn’t lose sight of 

how far we are from a fair equilibrium of power sharing. Although the election of a tribal women 

from the poorest regions of India is surely a factor that can lead to assimilation of all adivasis into 

the development fold. 

 

 

 

Role of women and women’s organization; population and associated issues, 

poverty and developmental issues, 

What are the reasons for high rate of poverty in India? How does it affect India’s 

developmental ambitions? What measures are needed to completely alleviate poverty 

in the country? (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Easy 
Reference: Insights on India , Insights on India 
 Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1 and mentioned as part of 
Mission-2023 Secure timetable. 
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Key Demand of the question: To write about the reasons for poverty, its impact and measures 
needed to end it. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin the answer by giving rate of poverty by citing a statistic. 
Body: 
First, write about the reasons as to why despite poverty alleviation measures poverty is at a higher 
rate in India. 
Next, write about how high rate of poverty impacts our developmental ambitions. 
Next, write measures that are needed to alleviate poverty. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with a way forward. 
Introduction 

22% of India’s population lives below poverty line as of 2019, as per calculations under Tendulkar 

Committee. Coupled with growing inequality and pandemic, it can push people further into poverty 

if not addressed properly. 

Body 

Causes of poverty 

 Population rise: during the last 45 years it has risen at the rate of 2.2% per year. 

 Underutilised resources: underemployment and disguised employment in the country, 

particularly in the farming sector has resulted in low agricultural output and also led to a dip 

in the standard of living. 

 Healthcare expenditure – Public Health Foundation of India (PHFI) out- of- pocket health 

expenses drove 55 million Indians into poverty in 2011-12 and of those 38 million 69% were 

impoverished by expenditure on medicine alone. 

 Social factors: 

o People force into low- paying menial occupations because of caste. 

o Women into unpaid household work and as domestic servants with no mechanism 

to ensure minimum wages. 84% women’ s work unpaid – NSO Time use survey. 

o Transgender persons are not given opportunities at education, employment or 

resources pushing them into begging. 

 Faulty development policies: 

o Displacement due to development projects such as dams with poor or no 

rehabilitation. 

 Rising inequality: OXFAM: top 10% of the Indian population holds 77% of the total national 

wealth. 73% of the wealth generated in 2017 went to the richest 1%, while 67 million Indians 

who comprise the poorest of the population saw only a 1% increase in their wealth. 

 Historical factor: British colonialism for over 2 centuries led to drain wealth and resources 

and made India an exporter of raw material and imported of finished goods – this still 

remains. 
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As per UNDP report, Additional 207 million people will be pushed to extreme poverty by 2030 due to 

long term impact of pandemic. If not addressed at the earliest, poverty will be a great hinderance in 

realising the demographic dividend of India and thus aborting the dreams of New India. 

  

Steps to be taken 

 Involvement of local communities in poverty alleviation programmes. Social audit of 

developmental schemes can help to increase the local participation. 

 Increase funds for effective schemes such as MGNAREGA. Post covid demand for work 

increased massively. 

 Progressive agriculture- cooperative farming techniques can increase the agricultural output 

and thus positively impacting the economic status of farmers. 

 Focus on women and SC/ ST stand up India, promotion of SHGs and thus empowering them 

financially. 

 Sustainable new opportunities for low skilled easily trainable jobs such as sunshine 

industries. Example: Solar – wind energy technician 

 Ensuring minimum wages in all areas to prevent employed poverty 

 Providing universal healthcare and thus minimising out of pocket expenditure on healthcare 

which pushes over several millions of people into poverty every year 

Conclusion 

Thus, to eliminate poverty completely, it is imperative that an all-inclusive growth, with 

redistributive justice principles and Gandhian trusteeship principles can ensure that the fruits of the 

development accrue equitably to everyone within the country. 

Economic Empowerment of women does not necessarily translate into their Social 

Empowerment in our country, critically examine. (250 Words) 
Difficulty Level: Moderate 
Reference: un.org, InsightsonIndia 
Why the question: 
The question is premised on the topic of women empowerment and associated issues from GS paper 
I. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss in detail the gaps that are visibly encountered in India quite often while realizing the goal of 
social empowerment of a woman through economic empowerment. 
Directive: 
Critically examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we have to look into the topic (content words) in 
detail, inspect it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. 
While doing so we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
When ‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the 
topic and give a fair judgment. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
With key statistics present the position of women in the country. 
Body: 
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In the body define the two terms; economic empowerment and social empowerment and 
differentiate the two while also suggesting the interlinkages. 
The term “empowerment of women” refers to the process of providing power to women to stand up 
against the control of the others and help them to lead prosperous and successful life. Historically, 
women have been regarded as constituting a weaker section of the society. 
Explain that Women’s Economic Empowerment is very important for a country’s development right 
from the smallest unit of the community which is the family. Having empowered women in a country 
means a great reduction in dependence rates, increased household income leading to increased 
household purchasing power resulting in an improved standard of living adding on the taxes that the 
government in each country collects which is then invested back into better services to the tax payers 
women inclusive. This further leads to independent decision making regarding career, job selection, 
education, health, investment and rights.  It is therefore inevitable that empowering women 
economically will no doubt lead to the country’s development. 
Then move on to explain the gaps in translating this economic empowerment into social 
empowerment. 
Discuss the key issues and suggest solutions to address the same. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with a way forward. 
Introduction 

                Empowerment of women is perceived as equipping them to be economically independent, 

self-reliant, with positive esteem to enable them to face any situation and they should be able to 

participate in the development activities. However, Social mores, rising incomes of men, and gender-

based segregation in the job market are limiting women’s economic empowerment in India. 

Empowerment can be approached from distinct perspectives, which carry different political 

priorities and strategies. 

Body 

Economic upliftment and women empowerment: 

 The agency, freedom and intra-household power of women are strengthened when women 

are given an economic value; when they are enabled to hold a position in the economy 

through employment. 

 Scholars who have explored and studied women’s work, especially among the poorest in the 

most marginalised locales and communities, have been highlighting the importance of 

recognising women’s work, the importance of women as economic agents. 

 Economic power for women within and outside the household makes a difference to gender 

relations. 

 India’s corporate world is inclusive of women holding significant positions in top-notch 

organizations.In 2015, SEBI (Stock Exchange Board of India) made it compulsory for 

companies to have at least 1 woman as their board member. 

 There is a bidirectional relationship between economic development and women’s 

empowerment, defined as improving the ability of women to access the constituents of 

development — in particular health, education, earning opportunities, rights, and political 

participation 

Economic empowerment not translating in to social empowerment: 
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 The under-representation of women in the workforce is both a social and economic loss. 

 A McKinsey Global study in 2015 found that India could increase its GDP by 16-60% by 2025 

by simply enabling women to participate in the economy at par with men. 

 Three key factors that have limited the role of women in the Indian economy: the role of 

entrenched gender norms in our society, the rising incomes of men (which raises family 

income and makes it easier for women to quit working), and the lack of quality jobs for 

women. 

 The latest evidence on regressive attitudes towards women comes from the Social Attitudes 

Research India survey covering Delhi, Mumbai, UP and Rajasthan in 2016. 

 A new study based on the survey shows that a significant share of men and women feel that 

married women whose husbands earn a good living should not work outside the home. 

However, the idea of women- empowerment just doesn’t imply economic empowerment by 

increasing their Labour force participation, job creation, entrepreneurship opportunities. There is a 

grave necessity of social and political empowerment. It does not happen due to: 

Crimes: 

 Crimes against women are discussed merely as a barrier to women’s mobility, one that 

hampers their supply in the labour market. 

 NCRB data recording an 83 per cent increase in crimes against women between 2007 and 

2016, and the Thomson Reuters Foundation’s global poll in 2018 naming India as the most 

dangerous country for women. 

 The MeToo movement tumbled out many skeletons from the drawers showing most women 

kept quiet about the sexual harassment due to fear of losing jobs and affecting their 

livelihoods and career. 

Social barriers: 

 Married women are not allowed to work in some religions and culture. Further, the 

patriarchal mindset prevalent in Indian people forces such barriers on women. 

 According to recent research by Public Affairs Centre (PAC), a major metropolis like Delhi has 

only 196 female workers per 1,000 workers, and Mumbai has only 188. In contrast, a state 

like Nagaland, which has historically been matrilineal, has more than 500 women workers 

per 1,000 in most districts. 

Unpaid care: 

 Unpaid work done by women in the household demonstrates no understanding of how it 

constrains women from entering the labour force. 

 The lack of basic facilities like drinking water, cooking gas in rural areas forces women into 

drudgery to arrange the basic stuff. 

Fixed Gender Roles: 

 There are fixed gender roles in most families, again a consequence of patriarchal mindset. 
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 The concept of paternity leaves and mainstreaming of gender education in schools is still 

miles away in India. 

 Without the renegotiation of gender roles, most women will only juggle jobs and not enjoy 

fulfilling careers. 

Gender-wage gap: 

 Unequal pay for equal work is a stark feature which directly violates the fundamental right 

to equality of women. 

 A government report in 2018 finding a 30 per cent wage gap even for men and women with 

the same qualifications. 

 Women also lack equal inheritance rights leading to Feminization of poverty. 

 There is absence of any discussion on over-representation of economically active women in 

the informal sector, which leaves them poor and vulnerable, deprived of many work 

benefits. 

Impact of Covid-19: 

 A major factor is that coronavirus has significantly increased the burden of unpaid care. 

 According to one survey, covid-19 has increased by 30% the time women in India spend on 

family responsibilities. 

 Unsurprisingly, therefore, women have dropped out of the workforce at a higher rate than is 

explained by market dynamics alone. 

 COVID-19 is depressing global economic growth and causing mass unemployment, especially 

among women. Women are more vulnerable, not only because of their jobs, but also 

because of gender inequalities within housework division, education, and healthcare. 

Way Forward 

 Implementation of the laws viz. Protection of women from sexual harassment at workplace 

act, maternity benefit Act in true letter and spirit. 

 Breaking the social barriers by gender sensitization and education at families, schools and 

workplaces. 

 Incentivising companies to employ women and promoting safe work spaces are necessary. 

 Companies must compulsorily grant paternity leave so that the responsibility is shared. 

 Gender-wage gap should be reduced by bringing in stringent laws. 

 Formalization of jobs should be pushed to avail benefits to many women. Until then, social 

security benefits should be provided to women in unorganized sector. 

Conclusion 

The need of the hour to reap economic benefits is by addressing the issues of gender rights and 

justice. Economic agency is one of the most enabling elements to shift gender relations of power, to 

release women from the kind of oppression, violence and powerlessness that they experience. 

Women’s inclusion in the development design would enhance the outcomes of development it the 
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self. All the Departments of States at all levels, to Ministries, to Niti Aayog and its State-level 

counterparts, as well as to research and policy forums should work and implement the schemes 

realizing the importance of women in the economy and elsewhere in the society to achieve holistic 

empowerment. 

 States should work with the Centre to reduce uncertainties for migrant workers. 

While bare necessities could be a starting point, but their contours should be widened 

to create a safety net of social security. Examine. (250 words). 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: Live Mint 
Why the question: 
The recently released Periodic Labour Force Survey (PLFS) 2020-21 shows that 20.8% of total male 
migration in the country was from urban to rural areas in 2020-21. The 2011 census had found that 
proportion to be merely 8% back then. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the need to have social security for migrant workers based on inter-state 
coordination. 
Directive word:  
Examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we must investigate the topic (content words) in detail, inspect 
it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so 
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by giving statistic regarding migration in India. 
Body: 
First, elaborate upon the issues faced by migrant workers – Distress migration: due to non-existent 
social security and unilateral decisions. Loss of livelihoods, Paradox of hunger despite having plenty, 
Devastating impact on women and children’s nutrition etc. Account the reasons for the same. 
Next, discuss the policies and initiatives of the government in this direction to have a social security 
and inter-state coordination. 
Next, suggest what needs to be done further to alleviate the issues of migrant workers. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by writing a way forward. 
Introduction 

The migrants’ crisis left India shocked by their plight of walking hundreds of kilometres, 

facing hunger, exhaustion and violence, to get to the safety of their home villages. After the two 

covid waves, the crisis compelled policy-makers to make certain provisions for them in the schemes 

announced for the assistance of the poor. 

The recently released Periodic Labour Force Survey (PLFS) 2020-21 shows that 20.8% of 

total male migration in the country was from urban to rural areas in 2020-21. The 2011 census had 

found that proportion to be merely 8% back then. 

Body 

Govt efforts 

The Government ramped up the One Nation One Ration Card (ONORC) project, announced 

the Affordable Rental Housing Complexes (ARHC) scheme, set up the e-Shram portal and began to 

draft a migration policy. 
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Challenges despite Govt efforts 

 Repeated surveys have found that the incomes of migrant households continue to be lower than 

pre-pandemic levels, even after returning to cities.  

 Migrants are finding less work and their children eating less.  

 The post-1991 poverty alleviation of almost 300 million Indians, driven by migration out of farm 

work, is being undone.  

 Despite this, a cohesive migration policy guidance remains elusive. 

Advantages of providing social protection 

 Investment in social protection is not charity, it is an investment in workers’ productivity and in 

equitable growth. 

 Providing social protection is, as the UN mooted in 2009 when it spelt out the social protection 

floor (SPF) initiative after the global financial crisis, the surest way out of a crisis by boosting 

demand at the bottom of the pyramid. 

 The report of the Advisory Committee of the ILO, in which India was represented by its labour 

secretary, provides a strong rationale for instituting a universal SPF during economic crises. 

 As a result, all constituents of the ILO adopted Recommendation 202 on social protection floors 

at the International Labour Conference in 2012. 

Inadequate provisions by government 

 The Unorganised Workers’ Social Security Act, was approved by Parliament in December 2008. 

 But it lacks the mandatory elements of the NCEUS’s proposals and included neither a National 

Minimum Social Security Package, nor the provision for mandatory registration. 

 Estimates show that the central government’s expenditure on all major social protection 

programmes declined from 1.96 per cent of GDP in 2008-09 to 1.6 per cent in 2013-14 and to 

only 1.28 per cent in 2019-20. 

Way forward 

 Role of Centre: migrants would be well served if the Centre played a proactive role by offering 

strategic policy guidance and a platform for inter-State coordination. State-level political 

economy constraints make the Centre’s role particularly crucial in addressing issues of inter-

State migrant workers at ‘destination States’. 

 The National Commission for Enterprises in the Unorganised Sector had pointed out that the 

circular migrant workers were a disadvantaged segment among informal workers. 

 Comprehensive law: The NCEUS had advocated a comprehensive law for the protection of the 

rights of all informal workers, including migrants, home workers, and domestic workers. 

 Universal registration: NCEUS had also recommended a universal registration mechanism based 

on self-declaration, with the issuance of a smart social security card, and a National Minimum 

Social Security Package. 
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 Guaranteed social security/social protection: We need the provision of a minimum level 

of guaranteed social security/social protection for all informal workers and their households 

within a definite time frame. 

 More public spending: Guaranteed social protection would involve a clear framework and a 

commitment to greater public resources being spent on social protection as a large class of 

workers in India do not have an identifiable employer and a contributory social insurance 

framework will not work for them. 

 Recommendation 202: Government should embrace ILO’s Recommendation 202 and work 

towards these in a time-bound manner. 

 The NITI Aayog’s Draft Policy on Migrant Workers is a positive step forward in articulating policy 

priorities and indicating suitable institutional frameworks, and deserves a speedy release. 

Conclusion 

To end the silent, painful, and enduring crisis for the workers, as well as the crisis for the economy, 

the government must urgently recognise the right to social security, embedded both in the Indian 

Constitution and international covenants. Strategic initiatives to provide migrants safety nets 

regardless of location as well as bolster their ability to migrate safely and affordably must keep up 

the momentum towards migrant-supportive policy. 

As India becomes increasingly urbanised and families break up into smaller units, the 

care of elderly people is need to be managed by a set of professionals specialised 

interested in geriatric services. Discuss. (250 words). 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: Indian Express , Insights on India 
Why the question: 
The UN World Population Ageing Report notes that India’s ageing population (those aged 60 and 
above) is projected to increase to nearly 20% by 2050 from about 8% now. By 2050, the percentage 
of elderly people will increase by 326%, with those aged 80 years and above set to increase by 700%, 
making them the fastest-growing age group in India. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the need for the elderly carer in the fast ageing elderly population. 
Directive word:  
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you must debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You must give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
In brief highlight the status of elderly population in the Indian society. 
Body: 
In the first part, Due to the tendency to ape western culture, there is a need for a societal and 
attitudinal change in the way we treat our elderly. These needs going back to the Indian family 
system, values, culture and traditions which comprise respect for parents, teacher and nature 
ingrained in Indian philosophy. 
Next, write about how India is ageing fast and it can be seen where by 2050 almost 20% of Indian 
population will be more than 60 years old becoming the country with 
Next, write about the measures that are needed to improve geriatric services. 
Conclusion: 
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Conclude by writing a way forward. 
Introduction 

Currently, India’s population is among the youngest in an ageing world, however, a major proportion 

of India’s population will be aged by 2050. The population share of the youth is starting to taper off 

as the share of the elderly is expected to steadily surge during 2021-2036. This calls for more 

forward-looking policies incorporating population dynamics, education and skills, healthcare, gender 

sensitivity and most importantly geriatric care. 

Body 

Key findings of report 

 Decrease in youth population: Youth in the age group of 15-29 years comprise 27.2 per 

cent of the population for 2021, which is expected to decrease to 22.7 by 2036. 

 The more populous states of Bihar and Uttar Pradesh, which experienced a rise in the 

proportion of youth population to total population till 2021, are expected to see a decline 

from hereon, according to the ‘Youth in India 2022’ report released by the Ministry of 

Statistics and Programme Implementation. 

 States such as Kerala, Tamil Nadu and Himachal Pradesh are projected to see a higher 

elderly population than the youth by 2036. 

 Bihar and Uttar Pradesh along with Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh and Rajasthan, are 

projected to have over half (52 per cent) of the country’s youth,” the report said. 

 Fluctuation in population growth: The total youth population is projected to reach around 

37cr by 2021 and, thereafter, decrease. 

 Increase in elderly population for some states: For Kerala, which saw the youth population 

peak earlier than other states, the elderly population share in the total population has 

been projected at 16.5 per cent compared with 22.1 per cent of the youth population in 

2021. 

Status of elderly in India: 

 The UN World Population Ageing Reportnotes that India’s ageing population (those aged 60 

and above) is projected to increase to nearly 20% by 2050 from about 8% now. 

 By 2050,the percentage of elderly people will increase by 326%, with those aged 80 years 

and above set to increase by 700%, making them the fastest-growing age group in India. 

 A study suggests 8 per cent of the population over 75was afflicted by dementia 

o Alzheimer’s Associationsuggests that the country is already home to 4 million 

people with this condition. 

o Dementia is a condition associated with ageing and resulting from progressive 

degeneration of the brain. 

 Lack of family support: Transition to a nuclear family means that an increasing proportion of 

the elderly will live only with their elderly spouse or alone. 
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Issues associated with elderly population in India 

 Feminisation of ageing: The sex ratio of the elderly has increased from 938 women to 1,000 

men in 1971 to 1,033 in 2011 and is projected to increase to 1,060 by 2026. 

o The report also noted that between 2000 and 2050, the population of 80-plus 

people would have grown 700% “with a predominance of widowed and highly 

dependent very old women” and so the special needs of such old women would 

need significant focus of policy and programmes. 

 Financial issues: Retirement and dependence of elderly on their child for basic necessity. 

o Sudden increase in out-of-pocket expenses on treatment. 

o Migration of young working-age persons from rural area have negative impacts on 

the elderly, living alone or with only the spouse usually poverty and distress. 

 Health: Multiple disabilities among the elders in old age. 

o Health issues like blindness, locomotor disabilities and deafness are most prevalent. 

o Mental illness arising from senility and neurosis. 

o Absence of geriatric care facilities at hospitals in rural area. 

 Social issues: Indian society is undergoing rapid transformation under the impact of 

industrialization, urbanization, technical & technological change, education and 

globalization. 

o Consequently, the traditional values and institutions are in the process of erosion 

and adaptation, resulting in the weakening of intergenerational ties that were the 

hallmark of the traditional family. 

o Feeling of powerlessness, loneliness, uselessness and isolation in elderly. 

o Generational gap. 

Roadmap for elderly care with passage of time 

 Increasing the monthly pension of elderly to minimum of Rs 2,000 per month. 

 Under Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana, Housing for the aged, particularly the aged poor, must 

be a priority. 

 Assisted living facilities for indigent elderly, particularly those with age-related issues like 

dementia, needs policy focus. 

 More tax benefits, or at least removing tax on deposit interest for seniors. 

 Enhancing the geriatric care health infrastructure especially in rural area. 

 Allocation of special budget for elderly population at both levels. 

 Providing entertainment facilities like libraries and clubs at panchayat level. 

 Appreciations for the contributions of elderlies at village level. 

Conclusion 
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Social security is the concurrent responsibility of the central and state governments as, mandated 

under Indian constitution i.e., Well-being of senior citizens – Article 41 in particular and 46 in 

general of Indian constitution. In this regard, National Policy on Senior Citizen, 2011 was framed.  

For the welfare and care for the older persons, we must focus on the protection of already existing 

social support systems/traditional social institutions such as family and kinship, neighbourhood 

bonding, community bonding and community participation must be revived and kins should show 

sensitivity towards elderly citizens. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Urbanization, their problems and their remedies.  

In the backdrop of smart cities mission, can it address the contemporary and future 

needs of India’s urbanization? Critically analyse. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Tough 
Reference: Insights on India , Insights on India 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1 and mentioned as part of 
Mission-2023 Secure timetable. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the ability of smart city missions to address urbanisation related issues in India. 
Directive word: 
Critically analyze – When asked to analyse, you must examine methodically the structure or nature 
of the topic by separating it into component parts and present them in a summary. When ‘critically’ 
is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the topic and give a 
balanced judgment on the topic. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by giving aims and objectives of smart city mission. 
Body: 
First, enumerate the major urbanisation issues which are prevalent in India and needs addressing. 
Next, write about the how smart cities mission can be able to address the above-mentioned issues. 
Cite statistic and examples. 
Ext, mention the limitations of smart cities mission in addressing the above. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by writing a way froward. 
Introduction 

Cities accommodate nearly 31% of India’s current population and contribute 63% of GDP (Census 

2011). Urban areas are expected to house 40% of India’s population and contribute 75% of India’s 
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GDP by 2030. This requires comprehensive development of physical, institutional, social and 

economic infrastructure. All are important in improving the quality of life and attracting people and 

investment, setting in motion a virtuous cycle of growth and development. Development of Smart 

Cities is a step in that direction. 

Body 

Current issues in Indian cities 

 Unplanned growth and high congestion: expansion of commercial and residential buildings 

violating safety norms 

 Urban fires: Delhi 2019, 43 people killed on Delhi’s Anaj Mandi fire accident. 

 Proliferation of slums: 2011 census identified 64 million people in city slums in India with 

poor living conditions. 

 Crimes have increased with the increasing degree of urbanisation – Delhi crime capital 

 As per CPCB report, 65% of waste water – discharged untreated in open drains. 

 Water and sanitation problem apart from harming environment, also creating economic 

losses. 

About Smart City 

 Smart City: Another very important program for the urban development, especially of 

megacities, by the Government of India—accompanied by huge investments in these cities—

is the Smart Cities Mission, which aims at making the cities ‘smart’ through: 

o Promoting mixed land-use; 

o housing and inclusiveness; 

o creating walkable localities; 

o preserving and developing open spaces; 

o promoting a variety of transport options; 

o applying smart solutions to infrastructure and services in area-based development. 

  

Smart cities mission as a solution to these problems 

 Scientific land use planning can help to avoid high congestion and thus avoid fire accidents 

and urban flooding. 

 Effective solid waste management and E- waste recycling facilities will contribute to the 

environmental health of cities. 

 Modern transportation facilities with Last mile connectivity will help in decongesting the 

transport sector. 

 Green energy technologies like Electric Vehicles and required charging infrastructure will 

help to reduce air pollution. 
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 Urban forests, like that of the one developed in Hyderabad will help to create Green Smart 

cities. 

However, Lacunas in Smart city mission like: 

 Marginalised priorities: small area based smart technology enclaves are planned over just 5-

10% of the city areas that consume 80% of allocated money 

 Discrimination: neglect of poor and marginalised population, that greatly contribute to the 

city building process rarely find their right to adequate housing honoured 

 Disregard to human rights: clearances of slums without proper rehabilitation for city 

beautification 

 Bureaucratisation: SPVs created for the implementation purpose often overpowered by 

bureaucrats disregarding the power of elected ULBs in city planning 

Conclusion 

However, for achieving the goal of SDG – 11, implementation of smart cities mission is imperative. 

Thus, rectifying the above-mentioned lacunas, Smart cities mission can become a sustainable cities 

mission catering to the needs of present and future generations. 

  

Effects of globalization on Indian society  

As every coin has two sides, likewise, globalization also has its positive and negative 

effects. Critically analyse the effects of globalization on Indian society and culture. 

(250 words) 
Difficulty level: Easy 
Reference: Insights on India 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1 and mentioned as part of 
Mission-2023 Secure timetable. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about positive and negative effects of globalization on Indian society and culture. 
Directive word: 
Critically analyze – When asked to analyse, you must examine methodically the structure or nature 
of the topic by separating it into component parts and present them in a summary. When ‘critically’ 
is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the topic and give a 
balanced judgment on the topic. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by defining Globalisation. 
Body: 
First, write about the positive effects of globalisation on Indian society and culture – cite examples 
and statistics to substantiate. 
Next, write about the negative effects of globalisation on Indian society and culture – cite examples 
and statistics to substantiate. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by writing a way forward to minimise the negatives and maximise the positives. 
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Introduction 

Globalization is an international platform for maintaining evenness in the living mode of the people 

all over the world. Globalization is the resultant of the interchange of worldly views, opinions and 

the various aspects of the culture everywhere around the world. The impact of globalization on 

Indian and rural life has a tremendous influence which is both positive as well as negative. The 

Indian urban and rural life is viewed as the two faces of the same coin. They are mutually 

interdependent and both have a greater impact of globalization. 

Body 

Impact of globalization on Indian rural society 

 Positives: 

o Commercialization of agriculture: There is an increased trend of commercialization 

from sustenance farming. This has been successful only with farmers having large 

tracts of lands. 

o Expansion of agro-industries: Increased crop yield has led to development of agro-

processing industries which help in adding value to the products and increasing their 

shelf life. E.g.; Tomato Ketchup, Potato chips etc. 

o Wider use of information, communication and technologies: Agricultural extension 

techniques like Kisan TV, sms about weather conditions has helped farmers plan 

better. Initiatives like e-Nam have helped farmers get better prices in certain areas. 

o Increased Mechanization, better inputs: Mechanization like use of tractors, 

harvesters, tillers has eased the job. High yield variety seeds, fertilizers have given 

better yield as seen during Green Revolution 

o Socio-economic development: With telemedicine and teleeducation, people are 

able to access the health and education facilities at the remotest areas. Adult 

literacy has helped in fighting for their rights. 

o MSMEs: There has been a rise of MSMEs with women entrepreneurs heading it. 

 Negatives: 

o Changes in Land-Use patterns 

o Internal labour migration: Labour migration  to  cities 

from  rural  areas  in  search  of  employment  was  a  common 

phenomenon.  This  was  for  various  reasons  especially  for 

luxurious  life,  handsome  salary  and  for  numerous  job opportunities 

o Increasing privatization of resources: Rural population is 

still    suffering    from    unemployment    as    rural    labour    is    mostly    uneducat

ed and unskilled.  Machines and latest 

technologies   have   reduced   the   number   of manpower a lot 

o Loss of jobs and Displacement: due to mechanization, women are the worst 

sufferers. When big-ticket projects like Dams, Roads, and Mining come up, people 

are displaced making them internal refugees. 
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o Increased inequality: Regional and sectional disparity due to only a few reaping the 

benefits. 

o No Behavioural changes: Open defecation still present, caste discriminations are still 

prevalent. 

Impact of globalization on Indian urban society 

Positives: 

 Increased Urbanization: It has been estimated that by 2050 more than 50% of India’s 

population will live in cities. The boom of services sector and city centric job creation has led 

to increasing rural to urban migration. 

 Increased job opportunities: due to inflow of MNCs, FDIs, people have a wide choice of job 

opportunities provided they have the requisite skills. Startups like Ola, Swiggy etc. have 

revolutionized the Gig-Economy. Development of Industries have also provided with jobs. 

 Higher Per capita income: employees are paid well albeit lesser than the global pay levels. 

 Enhanced lifestyle: due to higher PCI and wide array of facilities available from which the 

consumer can choose. It has raised the quality of life of many. 

 Better infrastructure: In terms of education, health, transport available to people. This has 

in turn enhanced the agglomeration of economies leading to industrial belts, IT parks, SEZ, 

CEZ etc. 

 Rapid Digitization: for faster and ease of connectivity, most of the services are digitized. This 

also increases the awareness of citizens in terms of rights, happenings around world etc. On 

the Governmental side, there is more accountability and transparency and faster delivery of 

services. 

Negatives: 

 Family Structure: The increasing migration coupled with financial independence has led to 

the breaking of joint families into nuclear ones. The western influence of individualism has 

led to an aspirational generation of youth. Concepts of national identity, family, job and 

tradition are changing rapidly and significantly. 

 Marriage Values: Similarly, marriages have also lost their values. It is very much evident 

from the increasing number of divorce cases and the extra-marital affairs reported every 

now and then. 

 McDonaldization: A term denoting the increasing rationalization of the routine tasks of 

everyday life. It becomes manifested when a culture adopts the characteristics of a fast-food 

restaurant. McDonaldization is a reconceptualization of rationalization, or moving from 

traditional to rational modes of thought, and scientific management. 

 Walmartization: A term referring to profound transformations in regional and global 

economies through the sheer size, influence, and power of the big-box department store 

WalMart. It can be seen with the rise of big businesses which have nearly killed the small 

traditional businesses in our society. 
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 Rise in Lifestyle diseases: due to reduced physical activity, increased habits of liquor and 

smoking etc. 

 Urban Sprawl: Increasing slums, unplanned urbanizations are on the rise which is a ticking 

time-bomb. 

Conclusion 

It is difficult to say that the impact of globalization has been totally positive or totally negative. It has 

been both. Each impact mentioned above can be seen as both positive as well as negative. However, 

it becomes a point of concern when, an overwhelming impact of globalization can be observed on 

the Indian rural and urban society. 

  

Social empowerment, communalism, regionalism & secularism. 

Discuss the factors responsible for the growth of communalism and its impact on 

Indian society. (250 words) 
 Reference: InsightsonIndia 
 Why the question: 
The question is based on the theme of communalism and its impact on Indian society. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss the concept of communalism, factors responsible for the growth and its impact on our 
society. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Communalism, in a broad sense means a strong attachment to one’s own community. In popular 
discourse in India, it is understood as an unhealthy attachment to one’s own religion. 
Body: 
Present the case of Communalism in India; Communalism as a political philosophy has its roots in the 
religious and cultural diversity of India. It has been used to create a divide, differences and tensions 
between the communities on the basis of religious and ethnic identity leading to communal hatred 
and violence. 
Discuss the major factors that contributed towards the emergence and growth of communalism in 
modern India. Present the current situation. 
Present measures to deal with Communalism. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with both positive and negative impacts of communalism on our society. 
Introduction 

Communalism is basically an ideology which consists of three elements: 

 A belief that people who follow the same religion have common secular interests i.e. they 

have same political, economic and social interests. So, here socio- political communalities 

arise. 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia
https://www.insightsonindia.com/society/communalism/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/society/communalism/


INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 

   

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips  Page 103 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia 

 A notion that, in a multi-religious society like India, these common secular interests of one 

religion is dissimilar and divergent from the interests of the follower of another religion. 

 The interests of the follower of the different religion or of different ‘communities’ are seen 

to be completely incompatible, antagonist and hostile. 

Body 

Factors responsible for growth of Communalism in India: 

 A Legacy of Past: 

o On the basis of the “Two Nation” theory of Jinnah, India was partitioned. Communal 

politics had played its nasty game during the immediate past of independent India. 

The “Divide and Rule” policy of the British Government served their colonial 

interest. The partition of India was the ultimate outcome of their politics. 

 Presence of Communal Parties: 

o Religion in India has become an important agency of political socialization and it is 

also reflected in the ideology of a number of political parties. A number of 

communal and sectarian political parties and organisations are present in India. 

Muslim League, Jamaat—Islami, Hindu Mahasabha, Akali Dal, Vishwa Hindu Parishad 

are directly or indirectly responsible for the emergence of communalism. 

 Isolation of Muslims: 

o Indian Muslims have developed a tendency of isolationism even long after the 

creation of Pakistan. They remain aloof from the mainstream of national politics. 

Most of them are not interested to take part in the secular-nationalistic politics of 

the country. They insist on to be treated as a separate entity. 

 Poverty: 

o Mass poverty and unemployment create a sense of frustration among the people. It 

generates backwardness, illiteracy, ignorance, etc. The unemployed youth of both 

the communities can be easily trapped by religious fundamentalists and fanatics. 

They are used by them to cause communal riots. The weak economic status often 

breeds communalism. 

 Hindu Chauvinism: 

o The growths of Hindu chauvinistic attitudes have further strengthened the 

communal tensions in India. The Hindu religious groups like Shiv Sena, Hindu 

Mahasabha, Viswa Hindu Parisad often pressurize the government to take steps 

suitable to the interest of Hindus. They consider each Muslim as pro-Pakistani and 

anti-national. To face the possible challenge of other communal forces, they 

encourage the growth of Hindu communalism. 

 Social Cause: 

o The two major communities of India have been suspicious towards each other. The 

Muslims complain of the threat of Hindu cultural invasion upon their lives and have 
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become more assertive of their rights. Either due to ignorance or insecurity, they do 

not fully accept the need of family planning and help in increasing population. 

 Communalization of Politics: 

o Electoral politics in India has become more expensive and competitive. Different 

political parties are not hesitating to use any means, fair or foul, for electoral victory. 

They even create communal tensions and try to take political advantage out of it. 

Concessions are granted to various minority groups for appeasing them. 

 Cross-Border factors: 

o Communal tensions in India sometimes are highly intensified due to the rule of two 

neighbouring theocratic countries. These countries try to create communal 

problems in the border states. The communal problems of Punjab and Jammu 

Kashmir are caused due to provocation of Pakistan. So long as this cross-border 

factor is not removed, communal problems are likely to stay in India. 

 Failure of Government: 

o Both the Union and the State Governments often fail to prevent communalism in 

the country. Due to lack of prior information, they fail to take any preventive 

measures. So the communal violence can easily take innocent lives and destroys 

property. The post-Godhra riot in Gujarat shows the inefficiency of the government 

to control the communal riot. Failure of immediate and effective steps has been a 

cause of the continuance of communalism. 

Ramification of Communalism: 

 Genocides: With mass killings, the real sufferers are the poor, who lose their house, their 

near and dear ones, their lives, their livelihood, etc. It violates the human rights from all 

direction. Sometimes children lose their parents and will become orphan for a lifetime. 

 Ghettoization and refugee problem are other dimensions of communalism induced 

violence, whether its inter country or intra country. 

 Sudden increase in violence against any particular community causes mass exodus and 

stampede which in turn kills many number of people. For example, this was seen in the case 

of Bangalore in 2012, with respect to people from North eastern states, which was 

stimulated by a rumour. 

 Apart from having effect on the society, it is also a threat to Indian constitutional values, 

which promotes secularism and religious tolerance. In that case, citizens don’t fulfil their 

fundamental duties towards the nation. 

 It becomes a threat for the unity and integrity of the nation as a whole. It promotes only the 

feeling of hatred in all directions, dividing the society on communal lines. 

 Minorities are viewed with suspicion by all, including state authorities like police, para-

military forces, army, intelligence agencies, etc. There have been many instances when 

people from such community have been harassed and detained and finally have been 

released by court orders guilt free. For this, there is no provision for compensation of such 
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victims, about their livelihood incomes forgone, against social stigmas and emotional trauma 

of the families. 

 Barrier for development: Communal activities occurring frequently do harm the human 

resource and economy of the country. And then again it takes years for the people and the 

affected regions to come out the traumas of such violence, having deep impact on minds of 

those who have faced it. They feel emotionally broken and insecure. 

 Terrorism and Secessionism: As seen during the Khalistan movement in Punjab. 

Steps to be taken to prevent communalism 

 Economic: 

o Poverty is one of the major factors for communal violence. Poverty alleviation 

measures are thus important for promoting communal harmony. 

o Eradicating the problem of unemployment among the youths, illiteracy and poverty 

and that too with honesty and without any discrimination. 

o Reducing educational and economic backwardness of minorities like Muslims. 

o This can uplift their socio-economic status and reduce their deprivation compared to 

Hindus 

 Social: 

o The religious leaders and preachers should promote rational and practical things 

through religion promoting peace and security. 

o Children in schools must be taught through textbooks and pamphlets to maintain 

brotherhood and respect for all religions 

o Creating awareness in the society about the ill effects of communism through mass 

media 

 Political: 

o Political communism should be avoided recent Supreme court’s directives 

o Identification and mapping of riot prone areas. For Example, Delhi police used 

drones to monitor to maintain vigil during communal festivals 

o Media, movies and other cultural platforms can be influential in promoting peace 

and harmony. 

o Social Media should be monitored for violent and repulsive content and taken off 

immediately. 

 Recommendations of Committee on National Integration 

o Joint celebration of community festivals 

o Observing restraint by Hindus while taking processions before the mosques 

o Formation of peace and brotherhood communities at local level to prevent anti-

social elements from engaging in communal riots 
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o Respect for religious customs, rituals and practices 

Conclusion 

In a vast country like India which is made up of diverse cultures, backgrounds, religions, identities 

etc. it really requires to maintain a sense of equality among its citizen to provide a meaning to the 

term democracy. The core reason behind all these discrimination are based on the nature of 

unacceptance of diversities. We tend to commit heinous crimes to eradicate the population which 

chooses a different set of traditions to follow. But these intolerance can lead India to get collapsed 

from being a secular country to communal. And India is known to the world by the term “diversity”. 

It is beautiful when the people irrespective of their differences are co-existing. 

Digital governance and initiatives are the future but it should not compromise the 

dignity and rights of the poor and needy. Examine. (250 words). 
Difficulty level: Tough 
Reference: The Hindu 
Why the question: 
A recent article by Tapasya of The Reporters’ Collective highlights some alarming technocratic 
proposals for ICDS. As per Union government circulars, the updating of Aadhaar of ICDS rights-
holders, including children, on the Poshan Tracker is mandatory, and subsequent Central funds for 
supplementary nutrition to States is being made contingent on this. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the digital governance and initiatives affects the rights and dignity of the poor people. 
Directive word:  
Examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we must investigate the topic (content words) in detail, inspect 
it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so 
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by giving context with the push seen for digital governance. 
Body: 
In the first part, write about importance of digital governance and its effect on the society. 
Next, write about the negative impact of digital governance on the rights and dignity of poor people. 
Substantiate with facts/examples. 
Next, write about the measures that are needed that to ensure the rights of citizens are not violated 
in the push for digital India. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by summarising. 
Introduction 

The right to live with dignity is a constitutional imperative. However, it rarely manifests in 

discussions surrounding digital initiatives in governance. Centralised data dashboards — valuable as 

they are — have become the go-to mode for assessing policies, relegating principles such as human 

dignity and hardships in accessing rights to its blind spots. Often when technological glitches prevent 

one from accessing rights, there is a tendency to make the rights-holder feel responsible for it. 

Body 

Digital governance compromising rights of poor and needy 
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 Increasing penetration of digital technology by bridging the existing digital divides is 

associated with greater social progress of a country. But certain times people without 

knowledge or access to internet will be left behind in the wheel of progress. 

 Social capital: Once an individual is connected, Internet connectivity and ICTs can enhance 

his or her future social and cultural capital. 

 Economic disparity is created between those who can afford the technology and those who 

don’t. 

 A direct correlation between a company’s access to technological advancements and its 

overall success in bolstering the economy. 

 Countries with less digital gap are benefitted more than the ones with more digital gap. 

 Education: 

o The digital divide also impacts children’s ability to learn and grow in low-income 

school districts. 

o Without Internet access, students are unable to cultivate necessary tech skills in 

order to understand today’s dynamic economy 

 Lack of information: 

o Almost all India’s socio-economic problems had links to the “digital divide”, which 

had come to stay during the era of digital revolution and then again during the era 

of internet revolution in India. 

o Rural India suffered from information poverty. Information is controlled by a few at 

the top of the pyramid who restrict its percolation down to those at the bottom. 

 Political empowerment and mobilization in the age of social media is difficult when there is 

digital divide. 

  

Conclusion 

With digital revolution there must be digital inclusion and transformation must be accompanied by 

empowerment of masses. Else the spoils will go to the victors and the poor will remain the 

vanquished in this new era of digital governance. Sabka Saath is more important for sabka vikas. 

Salient features of world’s physical geography. 

Account for changing temperature, pressure and density as we move deeper in to the 

interior of the earth. What is importance of studying interior of the earth? (250 

words) 
Difficulty level: Easy 
Reference: Insights on India 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1 and mentioned as part of 
Mission-2023 Secure timetable. 
Key Demand of the question: 
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To write about the reasons for changing temperature, pressure and density in earth’s interior and 
importance of studying interior of the earth. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by giving a brief about the composition of the interior of the earth. 
Body: 
First, draw a small representative diagram of the interior of the earth. Highlight the changes in 
temperature, density and pressure along with it. 
Next, write the reasons for changing temperature, pressure and density in earth’s interior. 
Next, write about importance of studying interior of the earth. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by summarising. 
Introduction 

The radius of the earth is 6,370 kms. Thus, it is impossible to reach the center of the earth and find 

out about the composition. Also, this composition is changing in nature. The rapid increase in 

temperature is also one of the factors that put a limit to direct observation of the earth’s interior. 

However, through some direct and indirect sources, the scientists have a fair idea about how the 

earth’s interior look like. 

  

Body 

 

  

Temperature 
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 A rise in temperature with increase in depth is observed in mines and deep wells. 

 These evidence along with molten lava erupted from the earth’s interior supports that the 

temperature increases towards the centre of the earth. 

 The different observations show that the rate of increase of temperature is not uniform 

from the surface towards the earth’s centre. It is faster at some places and slower at other 

places. 

 In the beginning, this rate of increase of temperature is at an average rate of 1C for every 

32m increase in depth. 

 While in the upper 100kms, the increase in temperature is at the rate of 12C per km and in 

the next 300kms, it is 20C per km. But going further deep, this rate reduces to mere 10C per 

km. 

 Thus, it is assumed that the rate of increase of temperature beneath the surface is 

decreasingtowards the centre (do not confuse rate of increase of temperature with increase 

of temperature. Temperature is always increasing from the earth’s surface towards the 

centre). 

 The temperature at the centre is estimated to lie somewhere between 3000C and 5000C, 

may be that much higher due to the chemical reactions under high-pressure conditions. 

 Even in such a high temperature also, the materials at the centre of the earth are in solid 

state because of the heavy pressure of the overlying materials. 

Pressure 

 Just like the temperature, the pressure is also increasing from the surface towards the 

centreof the earth. 

 It is due to the huge weight of the overlying materials like rocks. 

 It is estimated that in the deeper portions, the pressure is tremendously high which will be 

nearly 3 to 4 million times more than the pressure of the atmosphere at sea level. 

 At high temperature, the materials beneath will melt towards the centre part of the earth 

but due to heavy pressure, these molten materials acquire the properties of a solid and are 

probably in a plastic state. 

Density 

 Due to increase in pressure and presence of heavier materials like Nickel and Iron towards 

the centre, the density of earth’s layers also gets on increasing towards the centre. 

 The average density of the layers gets on increasing from crust to core and it is nearly 

14.5g/cm3 at the very centre. 

Importance of studying interior of the earth: 

 We rely on Earth for valuable resources such as soil, water, metals, industrial minerals, and 

energy, and we need to know how to find these resources and exploit them sustainably. 

 We can study rocks and the fossils they contain to understand the evolution of our 

environment and the life within it. 
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 We can learn to minimize our risks from earthquakes, volcanoes, slope failures, and 

damaging storms. 

 We can learn how and why Earth’s climate has changed in the past, and use that knowledge 

to understand both natural and human-caused climate change. 

 We can recognize how our activities have altered the environment in many ways and the 

climate in increasingly serious ways, and how to avoid more severe changes in the future. 

 We can use our knowledge of Earth to understand other planets in our solar system, as well 

as those around distant stars. 

Conclusion 

Studying the interior structure of Earth provides us with a better understanding of Earth, helps us to 

understand earthquakes, volcanoes, plate tectonics, how the atmosphere formed, and to study 

earth’s magnetic fields. 

  

What are geomorphic processes? Explain the significance of the exogenic process in 

formation and deformation of landforms. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: Insights on India 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1 and mentioned as part of 
Mission-2023 Secure timetable. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the geomorphic process and significance of exogenic processes. 
Directive word:  
Explain – Clarify the topic by giving a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the 
context. You must be defining key terms wherever appropriate and substantiate with relevant 
associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Start by defining geomorphic processes. 
Body: 
First, write about the detailed classification of geomorphic processes in to endogenic and exogenic. 
Use a flow chart to show the classification and cite examples. 
Next, exogenic forces and how the shape the landforms. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by summarising. 
Introduction 

The term geomorphic relates to the form of the landscape and other natural features of the earth’s 

surface. The forces causing physical and chemical changes on earth’s surface are known 

as geomorphic processes. All changes take place under the influence of certain forces working 

continuously within the earth as well as over the surface of the earth. 

Body 
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The forces working over the earth’s surface are known as exogenic forces, while those working 

within the earth’s surface are called endogenic forces. They are further classified as per the diagram 

below: 

The processes which occur on the earth’s surface due to the influence of exogenic forces are known 

as exogenic processes 

  

significance of the exogenic process in formation and deformation of landforms 

 Exogenic forcesare a direct result of stress induced in earth materials by various forces that 

come into existence due to sun’s heat. 

 They may face shear stressesthat break rocks and other earth materials or molecular 

stresses caused due to temperature changes. 

 It occurs at or near the earth’s surface that makes the surface wear away. 

 Exogenic processes are destructive in nature and are responsible for the degradation and 

sculpting of the earth’s surface. 

 All the exogenic geomorphic processes are covered under a general term, 

 Weathering, mass wasting/movements, erosionand transportation are included in 

denudation. 

Conclusion 

The formation and deformation of landforms on the earth’s surface is a constant process that is 

influenced by both external and internal forces. Geomorphic processes are the internal and external 

factors that cause stresses and chemical activity on earth materials, resulting in changes in the 

configuration of the earth’s surface. 

Examine the limitations of the continental drift theory. How does the theory of plate 

tectonics overcome it? (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Easy 
Reference: Insights on India 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1 and mentioned as part of 
Mission-2023 Secure timetable. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Directive word:  
Examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we must investigate the topic (content words) in detail, inspect 
it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so 
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by write about plate tectonics and the movement of continents and various theories put 
forward to explain them. 
Body: 
Write in brief about the continental drift theory and explains it briefly – forces it considers for the 
movement, supporting evidences it considers, critique of theory regarding the movement of the 
continents and its acceptance among scientists etc. 
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In the next part, write about plate tectonic theory, the mechanism of it and how it successfully 
explained the movement of continents. Use small and neat diagrams for better representation. 
Conclusion: 
Mention about general importance of the two theories and conclude your answer. 
  

Introduction 

Continental drift describes one of the earliest ways geologists thought continents moved over time. 

It was a theory that explained how continents shift position on Earth’s surface due to various forces 

existing on the earth. The theory of plate tectonics states that the Earth’s solid outer crust, the 

lithosphere, is separated into plates that move over the asthenosphere, the molten upper portion 

of the mantle. Oceanic and continental plates come together, spread apart, and interact at 

boundaries all over the planet. Today, the theory of continental drift has been replaced by the 

science of plate tectonics. 

Body 

Various theories have been proposed to substantiate the present locations of the continents and 

oceans. 

  

 

  

Limitations of Continental Drift and Plate Tectonics 

 Wegener failed to explain why the drift began only in Mesozoic era and not before. 

 The theory doesn’t consider oceans. 

 Proofs heavily depend on assumptions that are generalist. 

 Forces like buoyancy, tidal currents and gravity are too weak to be able to move continents. 
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 Modern theories (Plate Tectonics) accept the existence of Pangaea and related landmasses 

but give a very different explanation to the causes of drift 

  

How  plate tectonics is an improvement over continental drift theory: 

 Plate tectonic explains the mechanism of the motion of the tectonic plates while continental 

drift theory left this question completely unanswered. 

o Tectonic plates have been constantly moving over the globe throughout the history 

of the earth. It is not the continent that moves as believed by Wegener. Continents 

are part of a plate and what moves is the plate. 

 Wegener had thought of all the continents to have initially existed as a super continent in 

the form of Pangaea. However, later discoveries reveal that the continental masses, resting 

on the plates, have been wandering all through the geological period, and Pangaea was a 

result of converging of different continental masses that were parts of one or the other 

plates. 

 At the time that Wegener proposed his theory of continental drift, most scientists believed 

that the earth was a solid, motionless body. However, concepts of sea floor spreading and 

the unified theory of plate tectonics have emphasised that both the surface of the earth 

and the interior are not static and motionless but are dynamic. 

 Sea floor spreading: 

o The mobile rock beneath the rigid plates is believed to be moving in a circular 

manner. The heated material rises to the surface, spreads and begins to cool, and 

then sinks back into deeper depths. This cycle is repeated over and over to generate 

what scientists call a convection cell or convective flow 

o The ultimate proof of this was the discovery of “magnetic stripes “on the seafloor 

later in the 1960s: the magnetic domains in oceanic rocks recorded reversal of 

Earth’s magnetic field over time. The pattern was symmetric to the ridge, supporting 

the idea of symmetric seafloor spreading. The idea of subduction zoneswas born 

o With plate tectonics, we have a theory that explains Wegener’s observations and 

how lithosphere can be produced and consumed so that Earth does not change its 

size 

 Wegener’s continental drift theory lacked was a propelling mechanism. Other scientists 

wanted to know what was moving these continents around. Unfortunately, Wegener could 

not provide a convincing answer. The technological advances necessitated by the Second 

World War made possible the accumulation of significant evidence now underlying 

modern plate tectonic theory. 

 The following two forces are too small to bring in change: 

o Pole-fleeing or centrifugal force: 

 The spinning of Earth on its own axis creates a centrifugal force i.e., force 

oriented away from the axis of  rotation towards the equator. Wegener 

believed the centrifugal force of the planet caused the super continent 
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to break apart and pushed continents away from the Poles toward the 

equator. Therefore, He called this drifting  mechanism as the “pole-fleeing 

or centrifugal force” 

o Tidal force: 

 Wegener tried to attribute the westward drift of the Americas to lunar-solar 

drag i.e., by invoking tidal force that is the gravitational forces of the sun and 

the moon .He also admitted that it is probable that pole- fleeing or 

centrifugal force and tidal force are responsible for the journey of 

continents. Wegener failed to devise a sound mechanism for the movement 

of the continents. For Wegener the drifting mechanism was the most 

difficult question to solve. 

o Plate tectonics is the grand unifying theory of geosciences that explains 

 Movement of continents 

 Earthquakes, volcanism most major features on Earth’s surface, including 

mountain building, formation of new lithosphere ,consumption of old 

lithosphere, mid-ocean ridges 

Conclusion 

It took nearly 60 years for the idea of continental drift to be scientifically confirmed in the form of 

plate tectonic theory. Ultimately it added new dimension in the understanding of the global 

distribution of earthquakes, volcanoes and identification of disaster-prone areas. 

Aeolian processes create a number of distinct features, through both erosion and 

deposition of sediment. Elaborate. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: Insights on India 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1 and mentioned as part of 
Mission-2023 Secure timetable. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write in detail about the Aeolian landforms with suitable examples. 
Directive word:  
Elaborate – Give a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the context. You must 
be defining key terms wherever appropriate and substantiate with relevant associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Aeolian landforms refer to the Landforms that are formed by the winds. There are two types of the 
Aeolian Landforms viz. Erosional and Depositional. 
Body: 
Such questions are best explained with various landforms that are a result of such elements. 
Explain both erosional and depositional landforms caused by the wind action. 
Take examples – Zeugen or Rock Mushrooms, Yardangs, Blow Outs, Inselbergs, Desert pavement, 
Erg  or Sand Sea, Ripples, Barchan, Longitudinal dunes, Transverse Dunes, Star Dunes etc. 
Use suitable diagrams and explain the effect of wind on them. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by summarising. 
Introduction 
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The landforms which are created by erosional and depositional activities of wind are called 

as Aeolian Landforms.  The wind or Aeolian erosion takes place in the following ways, viz. deflation, 

abrasion, and attrition. This process is not unique to the Earth, and it has been observed and 

studied on other planets, including Mars. 

The wind is the main geomorphic agent in the hot deserts. Winds in hot deserts have greater speed 

which causes erosional and depositional activities in the desert. 

  

 

  

Body 

Erosional Landforms due to Wind: 

 Pediplains: 

o When the high relief structures in deserts are reduced to low featureless plains by 

the activities of wind, they are called as Pediplains. 

o Selected Australian regions are considered as possible as examples of pediplains. 

 Deflation Basins: 

o Deflation is the removal of loose particles from the ground by the action of wind. 

o When deflation causes a shallow depression by persistent movements of wind, they 

are called as deflation hollows. 

o Found on the Southern High Plains of northwestern Texas and eastern New Mexico 

o A good example of these hollows is Qattara Depression in the south west of 

Alexandria, Egypt. This hollow is about 120 m below the sea level. 

 Inselbergs: 

o A monadnock or inselberg is an isolated hill, knob, ridge, outcrop, or small mountain 

that rises abruptly from a gently sloping or virtually level surrounding plain. 
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o Inselbergs are relict features. 

o The occurrence of inselbergs implies immense variations in the rates of 

degradational activity on the land surface. 

o These structures are one of several varieties of landform called paleoforms that can 

survive with little modification for tens of millions of years. 

o In inselberg landscapes, the active erosional processes are confined to valley sides 

and valley floors. 

o Spectacular examples include Uluru/Ayers Rock and the Olga Rocks (Kata Tjuta) in 

central Australia. Pilot Mountain, North Carolina. 

 Mushroom Rocks: 

o Ventifacts are rocks that have been abraded, pitted, etched, grooved, or polished by 

wind-driven sand or ice crystals. 

o These geomorphic features are most typically found in arid environments where 

there is little vegetation to interfere with Aeolian particle transport, where there are 

frequently strong winds, and where there is a steady but not overwhelming supply 

of sand. 

o Mushroom Tables / Mushroom rocks are Ventifacts in the shape of a mushroom. 

o In deserts, a greater amount of sand and rock particles are transported close to the 

ground by the winds which cause more bottom erosion in overlying rocks than the 

top. 

o This result in the formation of rock pillars shaped like a mushroom with narrow 

pillars with broad top surfaces. 

o Found in Sierra de Organos National Park, Mexico; Ciudad Encantada, Spain; Goblin 

Valley State Park, Utah, United States 

 Demoiselles: 

o These are rock pillars which stand as resistant rocks above soft rocks as a result of 

differential erosion of hard and soft rocks. 

 Zeugen: 

o A table-shaped area of rock found in arid and semi-arid areas formed when more 

resistant rock is reduced at a slower rate than softer rocks around it. 

o A furrow and ridge landscape is formed when the wind abrase the soft and less 

resistant part of the rock and the hard resistant part is left. 

o The ridges thus formed are called zeugens and can be of varying sizes, some even 30 

m high. 

o These ridges wear away eventually through constant undercutting by winds 

 Yardangs: 
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o Ridge of rock, formed by the action of the wind, usually parallel to the prevailing 

wind direction. 

o Found in Salah in central Algeria and the regions near the Kom Ombo (Egypt). 

 Wind bridges and windows: 

o Powerful wind continuously abrades stone lattices, creating holes. 

o Sometimes the holes are gradually widened to reach the other end of the rocks to 

create the effect of a window—thus forming a wind window. 

o Window bridges, are formed when the holes are further widened to form an arch-

like feature. 

Depositional Landforms due to Wind: 

 Sand dunes 

o Dry hot deserts are good places for sand dune formation. 

o According to the shape of a sand dune, there are varieties of sand dune forms like 

Barchans, Seifs etc. 

o The crescent-shaped dunes are called as Barchans and they are the most common 

one. 

o Seif is similar to Barchans but has only one wing or point. 

o Barchans are most prevalent in the deserts of Turkestan and in the Sahara. 

o Extensive seif dunes can be found in Sahara desert, West Australian desert, Thar 

desert etc. 

 Loess 

o In several large areas of the world, the surface is covered by deposits of wind-

transported silt that has settled out from dust storms over many thousands of years. 

o These depositions are called as Loess. 

o The most extensive deposits are found in north-west China in the loess plateau of 

the Hwang-Ho basin. 

Conclusion 

Thus, wind and water act as major erosional factors leading to formation of various landforms. 

 Explain the various mechanisms of inversions of temperature. What is the economic 

importance of temperature inversion? (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: Insights on India 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1 and mentioned as part of 
Mission-2023 Secure timetable. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the mechanism of temperature inversions, its types and economic importance. 
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Directive word:  
Explain – Clarify the topic by giving a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the 
context. You must be defining key terms wherever appropriate and substantiate with relevant 
associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by defining temperature inversion. 
Body: 
First, explain the various Types of Temperature Inversion – Ground Inversion, Turbulence Inversion, 
Subsidence Inversion, Air drainage type of Inversion and Frontal Inversion etc. 
Next, explain the economic importance of temperature inversion. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by Summarising. 
Introduction 

Temperature inversion, also called thermal inversion, a reversal of the normal behaviour 

of temperature in the troposphere (the region of the atmosphere nearest Earth’s surface), in which a 

layer of cool air at the surface is overlain by a layer of warmer air. (Under normal conditions air 

temperature usually decreases with height.) Inversions play an important role in 

determining cloud forms, precipitation, and visibility. 

Body 

The various mechanisms of inversions of temperature 

There are five kinds of inversions: ground, turbulence, subsidence, air drainage and frontal. 

Ground Inversion: 

 A ground inversion develops when air is cooled by contact with a colder surface until it 

becomes cooler than the overlying atmosphere; this occurs most often on clear nights, when 

the ground cools off rapidly by radiation. 

 If the temperature of surface air drops below its dew point, fog may result. 

 Topography greatly affects the magnitude of ground inversions. 

 If the land is rolling or hilly, the cold air formed on the higher land surfaces tends to drain 

into the hollows, producing a larger and thicker inversion above low ground and little or 

none above higher elevations. 

Turbulence Inversion 

 A turbulence inversion often forms when quiescent air overlies turbulent air. 

 Within the turbulent layer, vertical mixing carries heat downward and cools the upper part 

of the layer. 

 The unmixed air above is not cooled and eventually is warmer than the air below; an 

inversion then exists. 

Subsidence Inversion: 

 A subsidence inversion develops when a widespread layer of air descends. 
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 The layer is compressed and heated by the resulting increase in atmospheric pressure, and, 

as a result, the lapse rate of temperature is reduced. 

 If the air mass sinks low enough, the air at higher altitudes becomes warmer than at lower 

altitudes, producing a temperature inversion. 

 Subsidence inversions are common over the northern continents in winter and over the 

subtropical oceans; these regions generally have subsiding air because they are located 

under large high-pressure centres. 

Air drainage type of Inversion 

 Sometimes, the temperature in the lower layers of air increases instead of decreasing with 

elevation. This happens commonly along a sloping surface. 

 Here, the surface radiates heat back to space rapidly and cools down at a faster rate than 

the upper layers. As a result the lower cold layers get condensed and become heavy. 

 The sloping surface underneath makes them move towards the bottom where the cold layer 

settles down as a zone of low temperature while the upper layers are relatively warmer. 

 This condition, opposite to normal vertical distribution of temperature, is known as 

Temperature Inversion. 

 In other words, the vertical temperature gets inverted during temperature inversion. 

 This kind of temperature inversion is very strong in the middle and higher latitudes. It can be 

strong in regions with high mountains or deep valleys also. 

Frontal Inversion 

 A frontal inversion occurs when a cold air mass undercuts a warm air mass and lifts it aloft; 

the front between the two air masses then has warm air above and cold air below. 

 This kind of inversion has a considerable slope, whereas other inversions are nearly 

horizontal. In addition, humidity may be high, and clouds may be present immediately above 

it. 

Economic importance of temperature inversion 

 Sometimes, the temperature of the air at the valley bottom reaches below freezing point, 

whereas the air at higher altitude remains comparatively warm. 

 As a result, the trees along the lower slopes are bitten by frost, whereas those at higher 

levels are free from it. 

 Due to inversion of temperature, air pollutants such as dust particles and smoke do not 

disperse in the valley bottoms. 

 Because of these factors, houses and farms in intermontane valleys are usually situated 

along the upper slopes, avoiding the cold and foggy valley bottoms. 

 For instance, coffee growers of Brazil and apple growers and hoteliers of mountain states of 

Himalayas in India avoid lower slopes. 

 Fog lowers visibility affecting vegetation and human settlements. 
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 Less rainfall due to stable conditions. 

Conclusion 

Thus, Inversions play an important role in determining cloud forms, precipitation, and visibility. 

Climate change has led to more temperature inversions and the rise of ‘super pollution events’ 

Explain the factors leading to the development of pressures belts across the 

globe.  (250 words) 

Difficulty level: Easy 
Reference: Insights on India 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1 and mentioned as part of 
Mission-2023 Secure timetable. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about factors affecting horizontal movement of air, causes behind pressure belts and their 
distribution. 
Directive word:  
Explain – Clarify the topic by giving a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the 
context. You must be defining key terms wherever appropriate and substantiate with relevant 
associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Define pressures belts. 
Body: 
First, draw a neat labelled diagram showing the global distribution of various pressure belts and 
explain each belt in detail. 
Next, explain the factors that lead to the development of pressures belts – Atmospheric Pressure 
Gradient, Coriolis Effect, Frictional Force etc, Earth’s revolution, Seasonal variations. 
Conclusion: 
Write about the significance of pressure belts. 
Introduction 

The distribution of atmospheric pressure across the latitudes is termed global horizontal distribution 

of pressure. Its main feature is its zonal character known as pressure belts. All air movements have 

their roots in pressure differentials in the atmosphere, called pressure gradients. Systematic 

differences in the Earth’s land temperature affect air pressure, and significant patterns of pressure 

that persist over time are called pressure belts, or wind belts. Wind belts depend on temperature, so 

temperature changes can move the belts and also change wind patterns. 

Body 

The horizontal distribution of air pressure across the latitudes is characterized by high or low-

pressure belts. 
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The factors responsible for development of pressure belts: 

 Thermal Factors 

o When air is heated, it expands and, hence, its density decreases. This naturally leads 

to low pressure. 

o On the contrary, cooling results in contraction. This increases the density and thus 

leads to high pressure. 

o Formation of equatorial low and polar highs are examples of thermal lows and 

thermal highs, respectively. 

 Dynamic Factors 

o Apart from variations of temperature, the formation of pressure belts may be 

explained by dynamic controls arising out of pressure gradient forces and rotation of 

the earth (Coriolis force). 

Conclusion 
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The shifting of the pressure belts causes seasonal changes in the climate, especially between 

latitudes 30° and 40° in both hemispheres. The Monsoon climate is the result of the shifting of 

pressure and wind belts. 

Value addition 

These pressure belts are: 

 Equatorial Low-Pressure Belts 

o This low-pressure belt extends from 0 to 5° North and South of Equator. 

o Due to the vertical rays of the sun here, there is intense heating. 

o The air, therefore, expands and rises as convection current causing low pressure to 

develop here. 

o This low-pressure belt is also called as doldrums because it is a zone of total calm 

without any breeze. 

 Subtropical High-Pressure Belts 

o At about 30°North and South of Equator lies the area where the ascending equatorial 

air currents descend. 

o This area is thus an area of high pressure. It is also called as the Horse latitude. 

Winds always blow from high pressure to low pressure. 

o So, the winds from subtropical region blow towards the Equator as Trade winds and 

another wind blow towards Sub-Polar Low-Pressure as Westerlies. 

 Circum-Polar Low-Pressure Belts 

o These belts located between 60° and 70° in each hemisphere are known as Circum-

Polar Low-Pressure Belts. 

o In the Subtropical region, the descending air gets divided into two parts. 

o One-part blows towards the Equatorial Low-Pressure Belt. The other part blows 

towards the Circum-Polar Low-Pressure Belt. 

o This zone is marked by the ascent of warm Subtropical air over cold polar air blowing 

from poles. Due to the earth’s rotation, the winds surrounding the Polar region blow 

towards the Equator. 

o Centrifugal forces operating in this region create the low-pressure belt appropriately 

called the Circumpolar Low-Pressure Belt. 

o This region is marked by violent storms in winter. 

 Polar High-Pressure Areas 

o At the North and South Poles, between 70° to 90° North and South, the temperatures 

are always extremely low. 

o The cold descending air gives rise to high pressures over the Poles. These areas of 

Polar high pressure are known as the Polar Highs. 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia
https://www.insightsonindia.com/world-geography/physical-geography-of-the-world/climatology/pressure-and-pressure-belts/pressure-belts/


INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 

   

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips  Page 123 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia 

o These regions are characterized by permanent Ice Caps. 

 

 

 

  

Important Geophysical phenomena such as earthquakes, Tsunami, Volcanic 

activity, cyclone etc. 

Distinguish between a cyclone and an anti-cyclone. How is climate change impacting 

tropical cyclones globally? (250 words) 
Introduction 

Tropical Cyclone is any large system of winds that circulates about a centre of low atmospheric 

pressure in a counter-clockwise direction north of the Equator and in a clockwise direction to the 

south. Cyclonic winds move across nearly all regions of the Earth except the equatorial belt and are 

generally associated with rain or snow. Extratropical cyclones are also called wave cyclone or mid-

latitude cyclone or temperate cyclones. The systems developing in the mid and high latitude, beyond 

the tropics are called the middle latitude or extra tropical cyclones. 

Body 

Differences between tropical and Extra-tropical cyclones 

 Winds: 

 Unlike tropical (warm core) storms, winds are not as concentrated near the center of the 

storm, but can spread out for hundreds of miles from it. 

 Direction 

 The extratropical cyclones move from west to east but tropical cyclones, move from east to 

west. 

 Precipitation: 

 The extratropical cyclones have a clear frontal system which is not present in the tropical 

cyclones. 

 It is in a cold core (non-tropical cyclone) can also spread far away from the center of the 

storm. Most mid-latitude storms are cold core including nor’easters. 

 The precipitation is more intense in tropical cyclone than non-tropical cyclone.  

 Also, precipitation in tropical cyclones are localized while in case of non-tropical cyclone the 

precipitation is widespread. 

 Shape: 

 Tropical cyclones are nearly symmetric in shape and are without fronts. Mid-latitude (cold 

core) cyclones are comma shaped and have fronts associated with them. 
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 Impact 

 Extratropical cyclones cover a larger area and can originate over the land and sea. Whereas 

the tropical cyclones originate only over the seas and on reaching the land they dissipate. 

 The extratropical cyclone affects a much larger area as compared to the tropical cyclone. 

The wind velocity in a tropical cyclone is much higher and it is more destructive. 

 Transition: 

 Hurricanes and tropical storms often transition to cold core cyclones, meaning that it has 

technically lost many of its tropical characteristics and is more closely related to a mid-

latitude (non-tropical) storm. 

 The transition often occurs when a tropical cyclone moves to higher latitudes and interacts 

with atmospheric features that are more common there. 

 Troughs: 

 Tropical cyclones don’t form troughs whereas non-tropical cyclones form troughs in upper 

level of atmosphere. 

Impact of Climate change on tropical cyclones 

 Warming of the surface ocean from anthropogenic (human-induced) climate change is likely 

fueling more powerful Tropical Cyclones. 

 The destructive power of individual Tropical Cyclones through flooding is amplified by rising sea 

levels, which very likely has a substantial contribution at the global scale from anthropogenic 

climate change. 

 In addition, Tropical Cyclones’ precipitation rates are projected to increase due to enhanced 

atmospheric moisture associated with anthropogenic global warming. 

 The proportion of severe Tropical Cyclones has increased, possibly due to anthropogenic climate 

change.  

 However, most climate model studies project a corresponding reduction in the proportion of 

low-intensity cyclones, so the total number of Tropical Cyclones each year is projected to 

decrease or remain approximately the same. 

 Studies have shown that some 2.1 to 3.1 per cent of the total number of tropical cyclones 

expected to strike in the near future, could be strong. 

 Globally, the risk of strong tropical cyclones is expected to become more than double by 2050. 

The Gulf of Mexico is not likely to see the same trend, according to the analysis. 

 The studies associated with temperature suggest that the Indian Ocean is warming, particularly 

the Arabian Sea, which is doing so at the fastest rate.  

 Previously, tropical cyclones in the Arabian Sea were restricted to Gujarat.  

 In the past decade though, Kerala and Karnataka have also become more vulnerable to cyclones. 

A recent example is ‘Ockhi’. 
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 The Arabian Sea is quickly responding to climate change signals, heating rapidly and driving more 

and more cyclones, and excessive rainfall, although, experts still do not understand how much of 

a performance climate change must work on Ockhi. 

 The rise in Arabian Sea surface temperature makes it warmer than other seas all through this 

period.  

 Global warming adds to climate variability and weather changes. 

 A sophisticated climate model to compare the conditions in 2015 to conditions in 1860, keeping 

in mind the carbon footprints. The findings suggest that 64 per cent of the cyclone risk in the 

Arabian Sea was due to climate change. 

 The coastal areas surrounding the Arabian Sea are at specific risk since the geographical location 

offers cyclones nowhere to go but the land. 

Way Forward 

 Develop a Climate Risk Atlas to map critical vulnerabilities such as coasts, urban heat stress, 

water stress, and biodiversity collapse. 

 Develop an Integrated Emergency Surveillance System to facilitate a systematic and sustained 

response to emergencies. 

 Mainstream risk assessment at all levels, including localised, regional, sectoral, cross-sectoral, 

macro and micro-climatic level. 

 Enhance adaptive and resilience capacity to climate-proof lives, livelihoods and investments. 

 Increase the participatory engagement of all stakeholders in the risk assessment process. 

 Integrate risk assessment into local, sub-national, and national level plans. 

Conclusion 

Global warming has presented us with new challenges such as rapid intensification of cyclones, 

which need to be closely monitored at higher resolution and accuracy using on-site platforms such 

as buoys and moorings. Improving the Indian Ocean Observing System (IndOOS) and incorporating 

the global warming signals in the weather models can help us tackle the challenges of intense 

cyclones in the future. 

Discuss the factors affecting and the major features of tropical rainforest climate. 

Write a short note on its vegetation. (250 words) 
Introduction 

Tropical rainforests occur in regions of the tropics where temperatures are always high and where 

rainfall exceeds about 1,800 to 2,500 mm (about 70 to 100 inches) annually and occurs fairly evenly 

throughout the year. Similar hot climates in which annual rainfall lies between about 800 and 1,800 

mm and in which a pronounced season of low rainfall occurs typically support tropical deciduous 

forests—i.e., rainforests in which up to about three-quarters of the trees lose their leaves in the dry 

season. 

Body 
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Major features 

 Rainfall:   

 The word “rainforest” implies that these are the some of the world’s wettest ecosystems.  

 Rainforests generally receive very high rainfall each year, although the exact amount varies 

among different years and different rainforests.   

 For example, South America’s tropical rainforests receive between 200 and 300 centimeters 

(80 and 120 inches, or 6.5 to 10 feet!) of rain in a typical year.  

 Despite relatively consistent rain in these ecosystems, there are distinct dry seasons in 

some rainforests. Wet and dry seasons of tropical rainforests vary in their timing, duration 

and severity around the globe.  

 Humidity: 

 Tropical rainforests also have high humidity; about 88% during the wet season and 

approximately 77% in the dry season. 

 Temperature:  

 Tropical rainforests are found near the equator, between the Tropic of Cancer (23°27’N) 

and the Tropic of Capricorn (23°27’S).   

 The equator receives direct sunlight. This steady flow of radiation produces consistently 

high temperatures throughout the year. 

 Soil Composition:  

 The rainforest soils are nutrient-poor because nutrients are not stored in them for very 

long.  

 The heavy rains that occur in rainforests wash organic material from the soil.  

 Although decomposition occurs rapidly in the hot, moist conditions, many of the dead, 

fallen leaves and other organic detritus are swept away before releasing all of their 

nutrients.  

 In addition, rainwater seeps into the ground and leaches away nutrients. 

 Biodiversity:  

 Tropical rainforests are areas of extremely high biodiversity compared to other ecosystems.  

 In the tropical rainforests of Borneo, scientists have documented more than 15,000 plant 

species, including 2,500 species of orchids 

Factors affecting the rainforest climate 

 The principal determining climatic factor for the distribution of rainforests in lowland regions of 

the tropics, therefore, is rainfall, both the total amount and the seasonal variation.  

 Topographic factors influence rainfall and consequently affect rainforest distribution within a 

region. For example, coastal regions where prevailing winds blow onshore are likely to have a 

wetter climate than coasts that experience primarily offshore winds.  
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 Soil, human disturbance, and other factors also can be important controlling influences. 

Vegetation 

 High temperature and abundant rainfall support a luxuriant tropical rain forest. 

 In the Amazon lowlands, the forest is so dense that it is called ‘selvas’. 

 Unlike the temperate regions, the growing season here is all the year round-seeding, flowering, 

fruiting and decaying do not take place in a seasonal pattern. 

 The equatorial vegetation comprises a multitude of evergreen trees that yield tropical 

hardwood, e.g. mahogany, ebony, dyewoods etc. 

 Many parts of the tropical rain forests have been cleared either for lumbering or shifting 

cultivation. 

 In the coastal areas and brackish swamps, mangrove forests thrive. 

 From the air, the tropical rain forest appears like a thick canopy of foliage, broken only where it 

is crossed by large rivers or cleared for cultivation. 

 All plants struggle upwards (most ephiphytes) for sunlight resulting in a peculiar layer 

arrangement. 

Conclusion 

The tropical rainforest is one of the world’s most threatened biomes, despite being home to some of 

the most diverse and unique species on the planet. Many of the world’s most colorful creatures 

reside in rainforests, and animals from tiny organisms to large wild cats find homes amongst the 

range of plant life. 

What is an earthquake? Discuss the natural and anthropogenic causes behind an 

earthquake. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Easy 
Reference: Insights on India 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1 and mentioned as part of 
Mission-2023 Secure timetable. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about causes of earthquakes and natural and anthropogenic causes behind it. 
Directive word:  
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you must debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You must give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by defining an Earthquake. 
Body: 
In first part, give a brief about the mechanism of an earthquake and how it occurs. 
Next, write about the various natural as well as anthropogenic causes that cause earthquakes. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by writing about the importance of preparedness to deal with earthquakes. 
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Introduction 

An earthquake is the shaking of the surface of the Earth, resulting from the sudden release of energy 

in the Earth‘s lithosphere that creates seismic waves. It is a natural event. Earthquake is the form of 

energy of wave motion transmitted through the surface layer of the earth. The location below the 

earth’s surface where the earthquake starts is called the hypocenter, and the location directly above 

it on the surface of the earth is called the epicenter. 

Body 

Natural Causes 

Fault Zones 

 The release of energy occurs along a fault. A fault is a sharp break in the crustal rocks. 

 Rocks along a fault tend to move in opposite directions. As the overlying rock strata press 

them, the friction locks them together. 

 However, their tendency to move apart at some point of time overcomes the friction. As a 

result, the blocks get deformed and eventually, they slide past one another abruptly. 

 This causes earthquake in the form of release of energy, and the energy waves travel in all 

directions. 

Plate tectonics 

 The most common ones are the tectonic earthquakes. 

 The Earth’s crust consists of seven large lithospheric plates and numerous smaller plates. 

 Tectonic plates (Lithospheric plates) are constantly shifting as they drift around on the 

viscous, or slowly flowing, mantle layer below. 

 This non-stop movement causes stress on Earth’s crust. When the stresses get too large, it 

leads to cracks called faults. 

 When tectonic plates move, it also causes movements at the faults. Thus, the slipping of 

land along the faultline along convergent, divergent and transform boundaries cause 

earthquakes. 

Volcanoes 

 A special class of tectonic earthquake is sometimes recognised as volcanic earthquake. 

However, these are confined to areas of active volcanoes. 

 Earthquakes produced by stress changes in solid rock due to the injection or withdrawal of 

magma (molten rock) are called volcano earthquakes. 

 These earthquakes can cause land to subside and can produce large ground cracks. These 

earthquakes can occur as rock is moving to fill in spaces where magma is no longer present. 

 Volcano-tectonic earthquakes don’t indicate that the volcano will be erupting but can occur 

at any time. 

Anthropogenic causes 
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 In the areas ofintense mining activity, sometimes the roofs of underground mines collapse 

causing minor tremors. These are called collapse earthquakes. 

 Blasting of rock by dynamites for construction purposes. 

 Deep underground tunnel excavations 

 Ground shaking may also occur due to the explosion of chemical or nuclear devices. Such 

tremors are called explosion earthquakes. 

 The earthquakes that occur in the areas of large reservoirs are referred to 

as reservoirinduced earthquakes. E.g: Koyna reservoir earthquake in Maharastra 

 Hydrostatic pressure of man-made water bodies like reservoirs and lakes. 

Conclusion 

Unlike other disasters, the damages caused by earthquakes are more devastating. Since it also 

destroys most of the transport and communication links, providing timely relief to the victims 

becomes difficult. It is not possible to prevent the occurrence of an earthquake; hence, the next best 

option is to emphasis on disaster preparedness and mitigation rather than curative measures. 

  

Geographical features and their location-changes in critical geographical features 

(including water-bodies and ice-caps) and in flora and fauna and the effects of 

such changes. 

Floods are known to cause devastation but they also play a key role in the making of 

the floodplain ecosystem. Elucidate. Also, explain what adaptation measure would 

you suggest for building resilience against recurring floods. (15M) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: Indian Express   
Why the question: 
Floods have played a key role in Assam’s ecology. But increasing human footprint has affected the 
ability of flood plains to absorb water and transport sediment. Therefore, the need to make people 
and infrastructure resilient against recurring floods 
Key Demand of the question: 
Give reasons for erratic flooding pattern, give its benefits and suggest adaptation measures against 
it. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by giving a context of the recent Assam floods 
Body: 
Give reasons for recurring floods in some parts of India and the devastation they cause e.g., in 
Brahmaputra valley (as given in the article) 
They give the positive impact it has on ecology (also given in the article) 
Mention how humans and infrastructure can be made resilient against these recurring floods. ( you 
may need to research a bit) 
e.g., capacity building, and creation of the sponge city concept. 
Conclusion: 
Give a positive way forward. 
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Introduction 

Floods have once again inundated Assam and Bihar. A study by the Asian Development Bank says 

that floods already account for at least half of all climate-related disasters in the country. The trend 

of extreme rainfall and erratic monsoon patterns will only exacerbate this challenge. India must 

rethink its flood-control strategies. 

Body 

Floods in India: 

 India is one of the most flood-affected nations in the world, after Bangladesh. 

 Floods constitute 52% of all natural disasters in India, and the costliest as well, with over 

63% of all damages attributed to it. 

 The economic losses due to this destruction was 0.43% of GDP. 

 The damages translate to 2.68% of the Centre’s total expenditure every year. 

 

  

Impacts of flood 

 Assam floods this yearhave been merciless. 

 In many parts of the state, both rural and urban, shoals of water drove people from their 

homes and forced many of them to seek shelter for their livestock. 

 In many places, people failed to save standing crops. Granaries were damaged and mud 

houses were filled with sand brought by the rivers in spate. 

 The retreating waters — before the onset of another flood cycle — could leave behind more 

wreckage. 
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Key role of floods in the making of the floodplain ecosystem 

 The floodplains are dynamic natural systems, natural processes of periodic flooding, 

accompanied by erosion and deposition. 

 They bring changes to the topography, the soils, the vegetation, and the physical features 

within these areas over time. 

 The floodplains provide a wide range of benefits to the ecosystem and community that 

includes, flood storage and erosion control provide a broad area with streams and rivers to 

spread out and accommodate temporary storage of the floodwater, reducing the flood 

peaks and the erosion potential. 

 Floodwaters carry nutrients and sediments, which are deposited on flood plains. 

 It makes the soil more fertile and increases the agricultural production. 

 For instance, Rice paddies are flooded deliberately to take advantage of this natural 

fertilization process. 

 Thus, They provide fertile soils with a high rate of plant growth and diversity, richer 

agricultural harvests, and healthier forests. 

Adaptation Measures needed to build resilience 

 India’s policymakers must do away with the pro-embankment strategy; restore agricultural 

practices that make best use of floods; ensure re-vegetation of catchments to control rapid 

soil loss; revive dry springs; and ensure greater percolation of rainwater. 

 The dire need is for watershed-based master planning and development legislated 

guidelines for each major river basin, especially those that impact densely populated 

settlements. 

 There must be a demarcation of ecologically sensitive zones using existing village survey 

maps and public participation. 

 There must be clear land use plan for these zones specifying flood plains, protected forest 

areas, agricultural and plantation zones, with details of the types of crops, building usages 

permitted and the density of buildings permitted. 

 To compensate owners in non-buildable areas, there must be strategies such as Transfer of 

Development Rights to buildable zones in cities. 

 The master plan should focus on permitting only ecologically sensitive building strategies for 

these areas by proposing new construction techniques. 

 Controlled development can be proposed using building height rules, floor area ratio 

control, and restrictions on cutting and filling natural land. 

 Strategies to make sure that all infrastructure projects are carried out in a scientific manner 

with strict scrutiny must be specified. 

 This should include roads built on difficult terrain and all public infrastructure projects in 

wetlands and the High Ranges. 
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 Copenhagen in Denmark, which faces a similar problem of repeated flooding, has come up 

with active cloudburst responsive planning as a process to develop the city in line with 

climate change needs. 

Conclusion 

A complete overhaul of processes to hire technical expertise which allows access to necessary skills, 

and with a long-term vision of capacity building of local agencies, is the way forward. 
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