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GS PAPER - 1
Modern Indian history 

RECALLING ‘QUIT INDIA MOVE-
MENT’

Context: 
On August 9, 1942, the biggest mass movement of the 
Indian freedom struggle i.e Quit India Movement was 
launched. This year marks 80 years of the Quit India 
Movement or Bharat Chhodo Aandolan. 

Direction: Quit India Movement forms one of the most 
important parts of both the Preliminary and the Mains, 
specifically the Indian National Struggle for Freedom. 
Try to remember a few reasons which led to this, its 
success and failures.

The causes:
• Involvement of India in World War II without prior 

consultation with the leaders
• Failure of Cripps Mission

 ◦ The British sent Sir Stafford Cripps to India to 
gain the cooperation of India, which failed be-
cause the Cripps Mission offered India not com-
plete freedom but the Dominion Status to India, 
along with the partition. 

• Shortage of essential commodities
 ◦ There was widespread discontent due to the 

shortage of essential commodities and rising 
prices of salt, rice, etc., and commandeering of 
boats in Bengal and Orissa. 

• Prevalence of anti-British sentiment
 ◦ The sentiments were widely anti-British, and 

the masses were demanding complete indepen-
dence from the British Government.

• Centralisation of many small movements

Phases of Quit India Movement
• First phase: The first phase of the movement had 

no violence. It began with civil disobedience, boy-
cotts, and strikes that the British Government 
quickly suppressed. Almost all members of the 
Congress Committee, including Gandhiji, were ar-
rested and kept in Jail till 1945 without any trial.

• Second phase: In its second phase, the movement 
shifted to the countryside. The second phase of 
the movement took a violent and aggressive turn. 

Any building or offices which were the symbol of 
the colonial authority was attacked and distracted. 
Communication systems, railway stations & tracks, 
telegraph poles and wires were also targeted.

• Third and last phase: In the last phase of the move-
ment, there was the formation of many indepen-
dent national or parallel governments in the iso-
lated pockets of the country, such as Ballia, Satara, 
Tamluk, etc.

Successes of the Quit India Movement
• Women empowerment

 ◦ This movement had the active participation of 
women of the country.

 ◦ Aruna Asif Ali hoisted the national flag on the 
Gowalia tank maidan; Usha Mehta, on the oth-
er hand, helped set up the underground radio 
station to spread awareness about the move-
ment.

• Rise of future leaders
 ◦ This movement also gave some future promi-

nent leaders such as Biku Patnaik, Aruna Asif 
Ali, Ram Manohar Lohia, Sucheta Kriplani, J.P. 
Narayan, etc. These leaders were helping the 
movement through underground activities.

• Rise of nationalism
 ◦ A greater sense of unity and brotherhood 

emerged due to the Quit India Movement. 

Failure of the Quit India Movement
• The. Britishers were supported by the Princely 

States, British Indian Army, Indian Civil Services, 
Viceroy’s Council (which had Indians in the majori-
ty), All India Muslim League, Indian Imperial Police

• The Hindu Mahasabha, Rashtriya Swayamsevak 
Sangh (RSS) & Muslim League also opposed the 
Quit India Movement.

Insta Link 
Quit India Movement

Mains Link
Q. Quit India movement was a revolution in itself in 
the long process of India’s national movement. Com-
ment on the nature of the Quit India movement. (10M)

Prelims Link
Q. With reference to the Indian freedom struggle, con-
sider the following events: (UPSC 2017)
1. Mutiny in Royal Indian Navy
2. Quit India Movement launched

https://www.insightsonindia.com/modern-indian-history/freedom-to-partition-1939-1947/quit-india-movement/
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3. Second Round Table Conference
What is the correct chronological sequence of the 
above events?
(a) 1-2-3
(b) 2-1-3
(c) 3-2-1
(d) 3-1-2
Solution: C
 
 

Indian Society

INDIA GOT SWARAJ IN 1947. IT 
MUST NOW STRIVE FOR GOOD 

GOVERNANCE

Context: 
This is in continuation of yesterday’s article India, de-
mocracy and the promised republic

Direction: 
Few points from this Venkaiah Naidu article can be 
seen once. No need to make notes. 

What is the ancient cultural ethos that present 
India needs to follow?
• Principle of ahimsa or non-violence: The mantra 

of ahimsa is rooted in the cultural and civilizational 
ethos of our great nation.

• Lessons of resilience and hope in difficult times: 
Neither invaders nor the colonizers could sever the 
cultural and civilizational continuity that binds us 
together.

• Idea of equality, unity, and inclusivity
• Nature conservation: India’s ancient scriptures are 

filled with examples of the worship of the divine in 
the elements — rivers, mountains, holy plants, and 
trees. It encourages us to conserve nature.

Presently India is still suffering from issues like pover-
ty, illiteracy, gender discrimination, corruption, and in-
equalities.

To overcome these issues, Mr Naidu prescribes 
the following suggestions: 
• Universal and affordable access to quality educa-

tion and healthcare.
• Improving rural infrastructure across the coun-

try on a fast-track basis.

• Promotion of the mother tongue will revolutionize 
the educational landscape by making it more inclu-
sive and equitable.

 

Geomorphology.

HOW DID CONTINENTS FORM

Direction: 
Plate tectonics is important for both Mains and Prelims. 
Those appearing this year should keep a note prepared 
on ‘Plate Techtonics’

Context: 
According to a new study published in Nature, Earth’s 
continents were formed by massive meteorite impacts 
that were prevalent during the first billion years of our 
planet’s four and a half billion-year history.

The theory that giant meteorite impacts formed con-
tinents had been around for decades, but until now, 
there was little solid evidence for its support. Meteor-
ite impacts generated massive energy to form oceanic 
plates, which later evolved into continents.
• Current theory: The most commonly accepted the-

ory in place attributes continent formation to the 
movement of tectonic plates (as per the theory of 
Plate Techtonics)

Evidence for Meteorite impact theory:
Zircon crytals in Pilbara Craton: The researchers looked 
for evidence in zircon crystals embedded in rocks from 
the Pilbara Craton in Western Australia. This craton is 
the remnant of an ancient crust that began forming 
more than three billion years ago.
• Cratons: A craton is an old and stable part of the 

continental lithosphere, which consists of Earth’s 
two topmost layers, the crust and the uppermost 
mantle

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/08/09/india-democracy-and-the-promised-republic/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/08/09/india-democracy-and-the-promised-republic/
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“Studying the composition of oxygen isotopes in these 
zircon crystals revealed a ‘top-down’ process starting 
with the melting of rocks near the surface and progress-
ing deeper, consistent with the geological effect of giant 
meteorite impacts.

Zircons are formed by the crystallisation of magma or 
are found in metamorphic rocks. They act as tiny time 
capsules, recording the period of geologic activity. New-
er zircon adds to the original crystal as time progresses.

Need for understanding:
• Understanding the formation and evolution of con-

tinents is important, as it is the key to reserves of 
metals such as lithium, tin and nickel.

• Most of Earth’s biomass and most humans live on 
these landmasses, so understanding how conti-
nents form and evolve is crucial.

Fig: Impact of meteorite 

Theory of Plate Techtonic

Alfred Wegener in his paper in 1912 hypothesized that 
all of the modern-day continents had previously been 
clumped together in a supercontinent he called Pan-
gaea. Over 200 million years, the continents had drifted 
apart. This was called continental drift theory. But it 
was widely ridiculed as a mere hypothesis. It was only 
in the 1960s, when technologies had developed that 
the validity of his theory was proved and further en-
hanced by McKenzie and Parker, through their theory 
of plate tectonics.

Continental Drift Theory

Theory: Only able to explain the movement of Conti-
nents.
Origin of drift: Mesozoic era
Evidence: Too generalistic and based on assumptions 
e.g. apparent affinity of physical features
Use: CDT helped in the evolution of convection current 
theory, seafloor spreading, and plate tectonic theory.

Plate Tectonics Theory

Theory: Explains movement of both continents and 
ocean
Origin of drift: Drift is cyclical (Pangaea will form and 
drift time and again)
Evidence: Based on well-studied scientific evidence e.g. 
gravitational anomalies at trenches, paleomagnetism 
has been scientifically proved.
Use: Plate tectonics theory was based on CDT, convec-
tion current theory, and seafloor spreading.

Insta Links
Plate Techtonic Theory

Mains Link
Q. Continental drift theory was initially ridiculed, but 
it paved the way for plate tectonics to explain how 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/world-geography/physical-geography-of-the-world/geomorphology/first-order/plate-tectonics-theory/
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Earth’s continents move. Elaborate. (10M)

Prelims Link
Q. Consider the following (UPSC 2013)
1. Electromagnetic radiation
2. Geothermal energy
3. Gravitational force
4. Plate movements
5. Rotation of the earth
6. Revolution of the earth
Which of the above are responsible for bringing dy-
namic changes to the surface of the earth?
(a) 1, 2, 3 and 4 only
(b) 1, 3, 5 and 6 only
(c) 2, 4, 5 and 6 only
(d) 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6

Answer: D

GS PAPER -2
Local Self Government.

PESA ACT 1996

Context: 
Chhattisgarh has implemented Panchayats (extension 
to the scheduled area) or PESA Rules 2022.  Also, re-
cently a political party unveiled a six-point “guarantee” 
for tribals, including the “strict implementation” of the 
Panchayats (Extension to the Scheduled Areas) Act

Direction: 
Make a separate note on PESA, it is important for both 
Prelims and Mains. 

About PESA Rules 2022
• Chhattisgarh’s PESA Rules mandate that 50% of the 

members of the Gram Sabha are from Tribal com-
munities (of which 25% will be female members). 
For PESA Act to be effective, it is important that 
Rules be framed by the states. 

• Status: Out of 10 states (Andhra, Telangana, Chhat-
tisgarh, Gujarat, HP, Jharkhand, MP, Maharastra, 
Odisha, and Rajasthan) who have notified 5th Sched-
ule Areas, only 7 states (including Chhattisgarh and 
Gujarat) have notified Rules to implement the PESA 
Act.

 ◦ States coming in the 6th Scheduled are: Assam, 
Meghalaya, Tripura, and Mizoram (remember as 
‘AMTM’)

 
What is PESA Act 1996?
It extends the provisions of Panchayats (Part IX of the 
constitution) to the Fifth Schedule Areas. These areas 
have a huge tribal population. 
It ensures self-governmance through Gram Sabhas 
(village assemblies) for people living in the Scheduled 
Areas. 

Background:
The 73rd constitutional amendment (19992) gave 
shape to a three-tier Panchayati Raj Institution, how-
ever, its application to the scheduled and tribal areas 
under Article 243(M) was restricted.
• It was after the Bhuria Committee recommenda-

tions in 1995 that PESA Act 1996 came into exis-
tence.

Powers provided to Gram Sabha under PESA:
• Developmental related Power: consultation before 

the land acquisition, prevent land alienation, power 
to enforce prohibition, prior approval of all devel-
opmental projects and control over tribal sub-plan, 
maintenance of cultural identity and tradition, con-
trol over schemes affecting the tribals etc.

• Judicial powers: Dispute resolution as per tradi-
tional laws and customs: the collective resolution 
of disputes on the basis of customs, traditional laws 
and religious beliefs of tribal areas.

• Ownership and management of natural resources: 
E.g. water, forest, common lands (‘Jal, Jangal, and 
Zameen’), minor forest produce, minor minerals, 
etc.
 ◦ Minor Forest Produce: It has been defined un-

der FRA 2006, as those including all nontimber 
forest produce of plant origin, including bam-
boo, brushwood, stumps, cane, tussar, etc.

Issues Related to PESA:
The state governments are supposed to enact state 
laws for their Scheduled Areas in consonance with this 
national law. This has resulted in the partially imple-
mented PESA.
• The partial implementation has worsened self-gov-

ernance in Adivasi areas, like in Jharkhand.
• Many experts have asserted that PESA did not deliv-

er due to the lack of clarity, legal infirmity, bureau-
cratic apathy, absence of a political will, resistance 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://www.insightsonindia.com/social-justice/issues-related-to-sc-st/legislative-measures/the-scheduled-tribes-and-other-traditional-forest-dwellers-recognition-of-forest-rights-act-2006/problems-with-pesa/&ved=2ahUKEwjgyeH8qab0AhUF6XMBHdQFAOAQFnoECBYQAQ&usg=AOvVaw2jxAlycxgd4bd3YF9hzLAi
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to change in the hierarchy of power, and so on.
• As per Social audits conducted across the state, In 

reality, different developmental schemes were be-
ing approved on paper by Gram Sabha, without ac-
tually having any meeting for discussion and deci-
sion making.

Insta Links
PESA ACT

Mains Link

Q. The PESA Act is considered to be the backbone 
of tribal legislation in India, in this backdrop do you 
think the proper implementation of it can rejuvenate 
self-governance in the tribal pockets of the country? 
Analyse. (15M)

Prelims Link

Q. The Government enacted the Panchayat Extension 
to Scheduled Areas (PESA) Act in 1996. Which one of 
the following is not identified as its objective?
(a) To provide self-governance
(b) To recognize traditional rights
(c) To create autonomous regions in tribal areas
(d) To free tribal people from exploitation
Answer: C

Q.Consider the following statements and answer the 
question below
1. It was after the Virginus Xaxa Committee recommen-
dations in 1995 that PESA Act 1996 came into existence.
2. PESA Act is legislation that extends the provisions of 
Panchayats to the Fifth Schedule Areas.
3. State governments are expected to amend their re-
spective Panchayati Raj Acts without making any law 
that would be inconsistent with the mandate of PESA.

Which of the following statements are true? 
a) 1 and 2                                             
b) 2 and 3 
c) Only 2                                              
d) 1, 2 and 3

Answer: B

Judiciary.

JUDICIAL INTERVENTIONS IN IN-
DIAN ECONOMIC DECISIONS

Context: 
Recently, Supreme Court proposed to create an ex-
pert committee of the Election Commission, Finance 
Commission, NITI Aayog, RBI officials and others to look 
into the economic impact of freebies doled out by the 
executive. 

Directions: 
Judicial Review, Judicial Activism, and Judicial Over-
reach are always important topics in Indian Polity. Do 
keep a prepared note on it.

Issues with judicial interventions in the areas 
of economic growth: 
• Disincentivizes investment: E.g., SC cancelling of 

2G spectrum and coal licensing led to the private 
sector becoming sceptical of future investments. 

• Policy paralysis: The bona fide decisions of the civil 
servants are being reopened in the courts leading 
to fear in taking important decisions. 
 ◦ E.g., In 2021, a two-judge SC bench directed CBI 

to inquire into the two-decade-old case of stra-
tegic disinvestment of Hindustan Zinc Limited 
(HZL), where a preliminary inquiry was closed 
by the CBI itself.

 ◦ Former SBI chairman Pratip Chaudhuri was ar-
rested on a magistrate court’s order, for an asset 
reconstruction case, long after retirement. Iron-
ically, the right forum to hear that matter was 
NCLAT.

• Violation of Separation of Power: Judiciary deci-
sions that override economic growth or which re-
open already settled matters are putting the execu-
tive and judiciary at cross-purposes. 

• Judiciary doesn’t have expertise in policy matters: 
The governments are accountable to citizens for 
providing them with a good standard of living but 
the judiciary is not accountable to people directly. 
Further, The Judiciary doesn’t have the expertise in 
many matters.

• Issues of judicial overreach: E.g. In the Goa Foun-
dation vs Sesa Sterlite case (2018), the SC halted 
iron ore mining.  Till now a vast number of jobs have 
been lost.

• SC in 2019 suspended the MOPA Airport project’s 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2021/11/20/pesa-act/
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Environmental Clearance (EC) despite the Environ-
ment Assessment Committee and NGT following 
due process.

What should be done by the judiciary: 
• Take holistic impact assessment of its decisions:  

E.g. In Shiva shakti Sugars Limited vs Shree Renuka 
Sugar Limited verdict (2017), SC observed that the 
socio-economic impact of a decision ought to be 
kept in mind, before delivering judgement. 
 ◦ Applying an economic impact/cost-benefit 

analysis must become a fundamental process 
for judges to arrive at responsible and sustain-
able decisions

• Taking help of experts: The SC can constitute an in-
dependent committee of experts, that can assist the 
court to help balance its final assessment by offer-
ing quantifiable analysis.

Conclusion:
Judicial interventions having economic implications re-
quire further deliberation, external expertise, a new as-
sessment framework, and a macro-perspective.

Insta Links
Judicial activism and judicial over-reach

Mains Links
Q. What is Judicial Overreach? What factors lead to 
Judicial Overreach? Discuss with relevant examples.

Prelims Links

Q. Which one of the following in Indian polity is an es-
sential feature that indicates that it is federal in char-
acter? (UPSC 2021)
(a) The independence of the judiciary is safeguarded.
(b) The Union Legislature has elected representatives 
from constituent units.
(c) The Union Cabinet can have elected representatives 
from regional parties.
(d) The Fundamental Rights are enforceable by Courts 
of Law.
Answer: A

Q. In India, separation of judiciary from the executive 
is enjoined by (UPSC 2020)
(a) the Preamble of the Constitution.
(b) a Directive Principle of State Policy.
(c) the Seventh Schedule
(d) the conventional practice

Answer: B

FAIR TRIAL GOES BEYOND 
COURTS, TO THE POLICE AND ME-

DIA
Context:
• This is in continuation of the article Biased media 

weaken democracy
• Recently, the Chief Justice of India objected to the 

lack of media accountability in the media’s cover-
age of legal issues. 

Direction: 
Those giving mains this year can make note of a few 
issues and suggestions (it is important for this year’s 
exam), others can just go through it once. 

Role of Police in ‘media trial’:
• Important Source for media and communication 

to the judiciary: Police are a crucial source for the 
media and communication between the judiciary 
and police is often a starting point of the troubles 
of media trials. 

• Public stripping of rights: Unregulated divulgence 
of case details by an eager police force results in a 
public stripping of the rights that typically accompa-
ny a fair trial.

• E.g., Delhi police admitted to informing the media 
about the outcome of AltNews’ co-founder Mo-
hammed Zubair’s bail hearing before the judicial 
order was even pronounced in open court. 

Role of Media:
• Role in preventing insidious effects: Police narra-

tives are sometimes designed to achieve political 
goals, and the media’s ready acceptance of these 
narratives does little to prevent their insidious ef-
fects. 

• Shaping of political opinion: Given the media’s 
ability to shape political opinion, law enforcement 
agencies are sometimes under pressure to selec-
tively reveal certain facets of the investigation or to 
mischaracterize incidents as communal or systemic. 

• Bhim Koregaon case: For example, the investiga-
tion of the Bhima Koregaon violence (2018) was 
marked by a slew of motivated arrests of popular 
dissenters critical of the Government. 
 ◦ While the investigation was underway, the po-

lice exposed letters purportedly written by 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/polity/structure-organization-and-functioning-of-the/judiciary/judicial-activism-and-judicial-over-reach/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/07/25/biased-media-agenda-driven-debates-weakening-democracy/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/07/25/biased-media-agenda-driven-debates-weakening-democracy/
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these activists that were still undergoing foren-
sic analysis.

 ◦ While these letters received extensive news 
coverage, none of them was presented as evi-
dence in court.

Issues with the media:
• Non-uniform government regulations: Govern-

ment regulation is not uniform for print and televi-
sion media and enforcement of these regulations, 
where it occurs, is slow.
 ◦ In any event, Government regulation of the me-

dia is problematic and likely to increase the po-
liticization of the press. 

• Self-regulations easily avoided: Self-regulation set-
ups such as the National Broadcasting Standards 
Authority and Indian Broadcasting Foundation are 
membership-based and easily avoided by simply 
withdrawing from the group. 

• Weak regulatory norms: A weak regulatory envi-
ronment effectively leaves reporting norms to the 
conscience of reporters and their editors.

• Mentioning arrest without proper information: 
Many reports mention “arrest” without any infor-
mation about whether such arrests are conducted 
in the course of an investigation or after the filing of 
a charge sheet.

• Pressure on media organizations: The growing fi-
nancial pressures on media organizations, beat re-
porters specializing in crime and legal reporting are 
becoming rare.

Analysis of steps taken till now:  
• Supreme Court in Romila Thapar vs Union of India: 

Courts have repeatedly directed law enforcement 
authorities not to reveal details of their investiga-
tions, especially the personal details of the accused 
before the trial is complete.

• Statutory restrictions: Kerala is one of the few 
States to have disallowed photographs and parades 
of persons in custody within its Police Act.

• Media policy guidelines: Most other States have is-
sued disparate media policy guidelines.
 ◦ However, the enforcement mechanisms remain 

weak.  
• Directions from the Home Ministry: The Ministry of 

Home Affairs issued an office memorandum outlin-
ing a media policy.
 ◦ However, its implementation is lacking as the 

‘Police’ is an entry in the State List and thus falls 

primarily within the jurisdiction of State govern-
ments.

Conclusion:
• An inward-looking solution to the ethical crisis: 

With an increasing call for media regulation, it is 
now in the immediate interest of the media and the 
general interest of the free press, that media insti-
tutions look inward to find an answer to what is es-
sentially an ethical crisis. 

• Upholding the basic principles of justice: The me-
dia’s immense power to shape narratives regarding 
public conceptions of justice makes it a close asso-
ciate of the justice system, bringing with it a respon-
sibility to uphold the basic principles of our justice 
system. 
 ◦ The media should feel subject to the obligation 

to do its part in aiding mechanisms that aim to 
preserve these principles. 

• Structured and well-designed media policy: A 
structured and well-designed media policy with 
training and enforcement mechanisms is the need 
of the hour for the police.

Insta Links:
Social media

Mains Link:
Q. Judicial legislation is antithetical to the doctrine of 
separation of powers as envisaged in the Indian Con-
stitution. In this context justify the filing of a large 
number of public interest petitions praying for issuing 
guidelines to executive authorities. (UPSC 2021)

Government policies and Intervention.

INDIA, DEMOCRACY AND THE 
PROMISED REPUBLIC

Context: 
India will soon celebrate its 75th anniversary. The article 
evaluates how successful Indian democracy has been 
till now.

Direction: 
Just go through the article. No need to make notes. 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/security-issues/role-of-media-and-social-networking-sites-in-internal-security-challenges/social-media/
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How India should be judged on its 75th anni-
versary?
• On basis of Human Development: India must be 

judged by the extent to which it has advanced hu-
man development and not just on its economic de-
velopment. 
 ◦ Currently, India is in the 131st position (out of 

189 countries) in Human Development Report 
2020, even though the Indian Economy is slated 
to become the 5th largest in the world. 

• Jawaharlal Nehru in his message to the nation on 
August 15, 1947, mentions the aim of India:  
 ◦ To bring freedom and opportunity; 
 ◦ To fight and end poverty and ignorance and dis-

ease; 
 ◦ To build up a prosperous, democratic and pro-

gressive nation, and 
 ◦ To create social, economic and political institu-

tions that will ensure justice and fullness of life 
for every man and woman

What is the status of women on the 75th anni-
versary?
• High Gender-based inequality: It is rampant in In-

dia; within every social group, women are worse off 
than their men. Women are less nourished, less ed-
ucated and have a representation in the institutions 
of governance far lower than their share of the pop-
ulation.
 ◦ Women have very low female labour force par-

ticipation in India compared to the rest of the 
world.

 ◦ It reinforces their secondary position in society 
by adding economic deprivation to the social 
restriction that discourages them from working 
outside the home

However, there has been some progress- female litera-
cy has jumped, more women participated in the parlia-
mentary election than men, their representation in lo-
cal governance has increased tremendously, and MMR 
and instances of female infanticide have decreased. 

What is the status of regional differentiation 
on the 75th anniversary?
• Comparison with China: China does far better 

than India on development indicators pertaining 
to health and education, not to mention poverty. 
However, some of the Indian states have done rel-
atively well on human development indicators in 
comparison to China.

 ◦ The south (e.g., Kerela and Tamil Nadu) and the 
west of India show greater development be-
cause they have witnessed greater social trans-
formation. 

• Regional differentiation in human development is 
high: For instance, data released by NITI Aayog in 
2021 show multi-dimensional poverty in Bihar to be 
over 50% while it is only a little more than 1% in 
Kerala.

Conclusion:
In the current scenario where freedom of expression of 
individuals is threatened, civil liberties are at stake and 
there is distress in agriculture, it is necessary for India 
to create “social, economic and political” institutions 
that can facilitate social transformation. 

Insta Links
Democracy Report 2022
Dystopia in India’s Democracy

Mains Link
Q. Critically analyse the working of democracy in India 
since independence. (15M)

Prelims Link
Q. Which one of the following factors constitutes 
the best safeguard of liberty in a liberal democracy?
(a)    A committed judiciary
(b)    Centralization of powers
(c)    Elected government
(d)   Separation of powers
Answer: D

ON GUARDIANSHIP AND ADOP-
TION OF MINORS

Context: 
A Parliamentary Standing Committee has said that 
there is an “urgent need to amend the Hindu Minority 
and Guardianship Act (HMGA), 1956 and accord equal 
treatment to both mother and father as natural guard-
ians.”

Direction: 
Just go through it once. Not so important.

Current legal status: 
• Indian laws accord superiority to the father in case 

of guardianship of a minor. 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/03/07/democracy-report-2022/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2021/12/15/insights-into-editorial-seeing-dystopia-in-indias-democracy/


www.insightsonindia.com 13

• The Muslim Personal Law (Shariat) Application 
Act, 1937 says that the Shariat or the religious 
law will apply in case of guardianship according to 
which the father is the natural guardian, but custo-
dy vests with the mother until the son reaches the 
age of seven and the daughter reaches puberty.

• The Adoption Regulations, 2017 is silent on adop-
tion by LGBTQI people and neither bans nor allows 
them to adopt a child.

• SC judgment (Githa Hariharan vs Reserve Bank of 
India in 1999) challenged the HMGA for violating 
the guarantee of equality of sexes under Article 14 
of the Constitution of India.
 ◦ But the judgment failed to recognise both par-

ents as equal guardians, subordinating a moth-
er’s role to that of the father. 

Recommendation of the Panel:
• Conferring equal rights to mothers as guardians 

under the HMGA 1956 instead of treating them as 
subordinates to their husband

• Joint custody of children during marital disputes in-
stead of mothers getting preference.

• Allow the LGBTQI community to adopt children: 
There is a need for new legislation that harmo-
nizes the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of 
Children) Act, 2015 and the Hindu Adoptions and 
Maintenance Act (HAMA), 1956 and that such a law 
should cover the LGBTQI community as well.

Insta Links
Simplification of the child adoption process

Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections.

LAUNCH A NATIONAL TRIBAL 
HEALTH MISSION

Direction: 
Make note of important few stats and 1-2 recommen-
dations.

Issues concerning Tribals (health-related): 
• As per ‘The Lancet: ‘Indigenous and Tribal Peoples’ 

Health’ (2016)’: India has the second highest infant 
mortality rate for the tribal people, next only to Pa-
kistan. 

• Child malnutrition is 50% higher in tribal children: 
42% compared to 28% in others

• Nearly five and a half crores live outside the Sched-

uled Areas, as a scattered and marginalized minori-
ty. They are the most powerless.

• Malaria and tuberculosis are three to 11 times 
more common among the tribal people. 

• Poor health Infrastructure: There is a 27% to 40% 
deficit in the number of Primary health facilities, 
and a 33% to 84% deficit in medical doctors in tribal 
areas. 

• Low participation: Seventh, there is hardly any 
participation of the tribal people – locally or at the 
State or national level – in designing, planning or 
delivering health care to them.

• Financial outlay under the Tribal Sub-Plan (TSP), 
equal to the percentage of the ST population in the 
State, has been completely flouted by all States. 

Solution:
• Launch a National Tribal Health Action Plan to 

bring the status of health and healthcare at par with 
the respective State averages in the next 10 years. 

• Address 10 priority health problems, the health 
care gap, the human resource gap and the gover-
nance problems. 

• Allocation of additional money so that the per cap-
ita government health expenditure on tribal people 
becomes equal to the stated goal of the National 
Health Policy (2017), i.e., 2.5% of the per capita 
GDP.

• Mission mode implementation: The Health Minis-
ter and the 10 States with a sizable tribal population 
should take the initiative. 

Conclusion:
The tribal healthcare system is sick, and tribal people 
need more substantive solutions. We need to move 
from symbolic gestures to substantive promises, from 
promises to a comprehensive action plan, and from an 
action plan to realising the goal of a healthy tribal peo-
ple. If actualised, the Tribal Health Mission can be the 
path to a peaceful health revolution for the 11 crore 
tribal people. 

Insta Links
Issues related to SC/ST

Mains Link
Q. Tribal groups are at different stages of social, eco-
nomic and educational development; hence one size 
fits all approach will not work. Evaluate the various 
policies aimed at the development of tribal communi-
ties in India. (15M)

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/04/13/simplification-of-child-adoption-process-in-india/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/social-justice/issues-related-to-sc-st/
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Prelims Link
Q. If a particular area is brought under the Fifth Sched-
ule of the Constitution of India, which one of the fol-
lowing statements best reflects its consequence of it? 
(UPSC 2022)
(a) This would prevent the transfer of land of tribal peo-
ple to non-tribal people.
(b) This would create a local self-governing body in that 
area.
(c) This would convert that area into a Union Territory.
(d) The State having such areas would be declared a 
Special Category State.
Answer - A

Issues relating to development and management of 
Social Sector/Services relating to Health, Education, 
Human Resources.

RANKINGS THAT MAKE NO SENSE

Context:
• The National Institutional Ranking Framework 

(NIRF)’s ranking of higher education institutions 
(HEIs), released in July, has received considerable 
flak.

Directions: 
Just go through it once. Not so important 

HEIs are ranked overall, university-wise, college-wise 
and also under disciplines such as law, medical, phar-
macy, management, architecture, and engineering.

Parameters of ranking:

Issues with the Data:
• Private institutions placed above NLUs: The NIRF 

places some private multi-discipline institutions 
higher than many prestigious national law universi-
ties (NLUs) and law departments. 
 ◦ Generally, students who cannot secure a seat in 

NLUs are admitted to private institutions.
• These institutions are not the first choice: NIRF 

ranking shows that a private law university scored 
100% in perception. 
 ◦ Considering this score, it should have been the 

most preferred place for students.
 ◦ But the Common Law Admission Test admis-

sion choices show different picture-this institu-
tion figures below 10 NLUs as a preferred place 
to study.

• Lack of rigorous system: An analysis of the data 
submitted by some multi-discipline private univer-
sities participating in various disciplines under the 
NIRF provides evidence of data fudging. 

• Faculty-student ratio: 
 ◦ Evidence suggests that some private multi-disci-

pline universities have claimed the same faculty 
in more than one discipline. 

• Funding in research: Research funding for research 
projects and consultancy is an essential parameter 
for ranking.
 ◦ Data show that research grants and consultancy 

charges received in other disciplines appear to 
have been claimed as those in law.

• No transparency: The NIRF requires the data sub-
mitted to it to be published by all the participating 
HEIs on their website so that such data can be scru-
tinised. 
 ◦ Some private multi-discipline universities have 

not granted free access to such data on their 
website; instead, they require an online form 
to be filled along with the details of the person 
seeking access.

• Discrepancy in data: 
 ◦ For instance, the data uploaded on the web-

sites omit details on the number, name, quali-
fication and experience of the faculty.

• Same parameters to all institutions: The NIRF ap-
plies almost the same parameters to all the institu-
tions across varied disciplines in research and pro-
fessional practice. 

• Publication data only from Scopus and web of sci-
ence: While the National Assessment and Accredi-
tation Council gives due weightage to publications 
in UGC-Care listed journals, the NIRF uses publica-
tion data only from Scopus and Web of Science.

Conclusion: 
• Revised methodology: Severe methodological and 

structural issues in the NIRF undermine the ranking 
process. 
 ◦ The methodology must be revised in consulta-
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tion with all the stakeholders.

Insta Links:
Union Education Minister Releases India Rankings 
2022 of higher educational institutes

Mains Link:
Q. National Education Policy 2020 is in line with the Sus-
tainable Development Goals-4 (2030). It intended to re-
structure and re-orient the education system in India. 
Critically examine the statement(UPSC 2020)

Prelims Link
Q. Which of the following is/are parameters used by 
NIRF for ranking of higher educational institutions?
1. Teaching, learning and resources(TLR)
2. Graduation outcome
3. Number of students enrolled yearly
4. Inclusivity and perception
Select the correct answer using the codes given below:
A. 1, 2 and 4 only
B. 1, 3 and 4 only
C. 2 and 3 only
D. 1, 2, 3 and 4
Ans: (a)

Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agree-
ments involving India and/or affecting India’s interests.

INDIA, BANGLADESH, PAKISTAN: 
WHAT EAST CAN TEACH THE 

WEST
Context: 
Based on the editorial in the Indian Express. He discuss-
es how good Indo-Bangladesh relations can guide In-
do-Pakistan relations. 

Direction: 
C Raja Mohan’s articles are important for IR. Do go 
through it once, and note 1-2 unique points. 

Indo-Bangladesh Relations positive takeaways:
• Security Dimension:

 ◦ Settlement of border disputes: E.g., 2015 land 
boundary agreement between India and Ban-
gladesh, and the settlement of the maritime 
dispute.
 ▪ (Indian government accepted the award of 

the international arbitration on settling the 
maritime boundary dispute between Delhi 

and Dhaka)
 ◦ Cooperation in reducing Cross-Border Terror-

ism: Incidences of support from insurgents in 
Bangladesh have reduced significantly. This has 
helped build much-needed political trust be-
tween the two national security establishments.

• Economics dimension:
 ◦ Flourishing Border Trade:  India opened the In-

dian market for Bangladeshi goods, and Dhaka 
allowed Indian goods to transit to India’s north-
east. 
 ▪ Transboundary bus services (Agartala-Dha-

ka-Kolkata ‘Maitri’ (friendship) bus), re-
opening of railway lines (Bandhan Express), 
and the revitalization of waterways are re-
storing connectivity in the eastern subconti-
nent that was severed.

 ◦ Growing trade: Bilateral trade touched nearly 
$16 billion last year. Bangladesh is one of India’s 
top export markets.
 ▪ Developed inter-connected power grids fa-

cilitating Dhaka’s purchase of power from 
India. It now imports 1200 MW of power 
from India, with plans to add another 1500 
MW.

• Geopolitical Dimension
 ◦ Cooperative strategy: Bangladesh has discard-

ed the temptation to balance India. Instead, it 
has embarked on a cooperative strategy with 
India, focusing on its economic growth and lift-
ing itself in the regional and global hierarchy.

Issues in the India-Pakistan Relations:
• Continuance of cross-border terrorism
• Border disputes e.g.  war over Kashmir,
• Militarization of the border
• Lack of connectivity: There is almost insignificant 

trade between India and Pakistan currently 
• Absence of official intergovernmental dialogue: no 

formal inter-governmental negotiations between 
the two countries.

Lessons which can be learnt from India’s good 
relations with Bangladesh: 
• Overcome past to build a mutually-beneficial fu-

ture: E.g., Prime Ministers Sheikh Hasina and Nar-
ender Modi have proclaimed a “Sonali adhyay” or 
“golden chapter” in Indo-Bangladesh bilateral rela-
tions.

• Reduced defence expenditure can be directed to-
wards social goals: good relations with Bangladesh 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/07/16/union-education-minister-releases-india-rankings-2022-of-higher-educational-institutes/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/07/16/union-education-minister-releases-india-rankings-2022-of-higher-educational-institutes/
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have significantly eased its security challenges. In-
dia’s northeast has seen increased trade and eco-
nomic engagement.

• Common stand on the issue of global governance: 
South Asia faces a similar issue and is on a similar 
level of development. Thus, good relations have 
helped them take a common stand on global issues 
such as Climate change, WTO governance, UNSC re-
forms etc.

Conclusion:
A lot of issues are still to be resolved in the east be-
tween Delhi and Dhaka. For example, protecting the 
rights of minorities, sharing the waters of more than 50 
rivers, promoting cross-border investments facilitating 
trade and preventing illegal migration, etc. The 75th 
anniversary of independence offers Delhi and Dhaka 
a special opportunity to elevate the ambition for their 
bilateral partnership.

In related news:
India and Bangladesh in talks for major river agree-
ment 
• In the upcoming meeting of the Joint River Commis-

sion (JRC), India and Bangladesh will try to reach an 
agreement on the Kushiyara that flows from Assam 
into Bangladesh as well as on Ganga Water Treaty 
(signed in 1996 and due to be renewed in 2026).

• Further, countries will intensify collaboration on the 
rivers like Manu, Muhuri, Khowai, Gomti, Dharla 
and Dudhkumar.

Bangladesh and India share 54 rivers and Dhaka has 
been keen on accessing more data from the Indian side 
to plan better fisheries and flood control strategies.

India-Bangladesh Teesta Dispute: The treaty is an 
agreement to share surface waters at the Farakka Bar-
rage near their mutual border. Bangladesh sought a fair 
and equitable distribution of Teesta waters from India, 
on the lines of the Ganga Water Treaty 1996.

Insta Links
Basics: India-Bangladesh Relation

Mains Links
Q. Highlight the recent developments in the India-Ban-
gladesh relationship. What are the straining points and 
major issues in the bilateral relations? Explain (15M)

Prelims Links
Q. With reference to river Teesta, consider the follow-
ing statements

1. The source of the river Teesta is the same as that of 
Brahmaputra but it flows through Sikkim

2. River Rangeet originates in Sikkim and it is a tribu-
tary of river Teesta.

3. River Teesta flows into Bay of Bengal on the border 
of India and Bangladesh.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 and 3 only
(b) 2 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3
Answer: B

THE NEW U.S. BILL ON CLIMATE 
ACTION

(Also part of GS3 Climate Change, laws governing global 
warming)

Directions: 
Just go through it once. Can be used as examples. Not 
so important. 

Context:
• The U.S. Senate approved a Bill titled the Inflation 

Reduction Act (IRA) 2022 with a focus on climate, 
healthcare and tax provisions to address inflation.

• The bill is a scaled-down version of President 
Biden’s Build Back Better Act (BBBA), which failed 
to get approval from the Senate. 

What are the climate change provisions?
• Package for the clean energy transition: The Bill 

marks the largest American investment aimed to-
ward making the U.S. a leader in clean energy. 
 ◦ It includes packages worth $369 billion for the 

clean energy transition.
 ◦ The Bill provides significant investment in re-

newable energy through heavy tax credits for 
wind and solar energy projects and electric ve-
hicles.

• Tax deduction to low and middle-income house-
holds: It provides a tax deduction to low and mid-
dle-income households to go electric and seeks to 
lower the energy bills of American households.

• Bolster domestic production: It also aims to bolster 
the domestic production of heat pumps and critical 
minerals. 

• Tax on large and profitable companies to meet the 
green investment  

https://www.insightsonindia.com/international-relations/india-and-its-neighborhood/india-bangladesh-relations/
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• Methane fee: It also imposes a fee on methane 
leaks from oil and gas drilling.
 ◦ At the same time, the Bill also aims at more in-

vestments in fossil fuels.
• Expand oil and gas drilling: It seeks to expand oil 

and gas drilling, with the federal government offer-
ing land for onshore and offshore drilling with the 
prerequisite that the entity will develop renewable 
energy. 
 ◦ Thus, it handcuffs the expansion of oil and gas 

with renewable energy development.

Issues with the bill:
• Issues of fossil industry: Fossil fuel supporters crit-

icize the bill as it does not take into account the 
communities that are dependent on the fossil fuel 
industry for their income. 

• Workers of coal plants: A protest by the workers of 
a coal plant in the state of West Virginia was record-
ed after their own Senator Joe Manchin agreed to 
back the bill.

• Provisions for fossil fuels: Climate advocates criti-
cise the bill for coupling the development of renew-
able energy, which is the cause of global warming, 
with land leasing for oil and gas drilling. 
 ◦ The Bill still contains giveaways to the fossil fuel 

sector.

How does the Bill help the U.S. achieve its cli-
mate targets?

Similar climate packages announced by other 
countries:
• Invest in Kisida by Japan: In May 2022, Japan an-

nounced its ‘Invest in Kisida’ plan which aims for 
a $1.1 trillion investment to bolster the Japanese 

economy. 
 ◦ As part of the plan, the country aims to transi-

tion to clean energy and achieve a 46% reduc-
tion in greenhouse gas emissions by 2030. 

• Fit for 55 by EU: In June 2021, the European Union 
(EU) proposed a similar ‘Fit for 55’ plan to reduce 
emissions by 55% by 2030. 
 ◦ The plan is expected to become law soon.

Conclusion:
• Turning point for global climate action: Thus, the 

Bill can prove to be a turning point for global cli-
mate action as the U.S. is one of the largest emit-
ters of greenhouse gases globally. 
 ◦ However, it does not address any issues of glob-

al climate finance which is a major impediment 
to global climate action.

• Achieving Paris Agreement: It is a mere step to-
ward achieving the climate target agreed upon in 
the Paris Agreement, where Article 2 states global 
temperature should be limited to below 2°C.

• Benchmark for other emitters: Even though the Bill 
is not enough to address the climate crisis, such his-
toric initiatives by global leaders in greenhouse gas 
emissions can be a benchmark for other large emit-
ters to push their climate action programmes.

Insta Links:
Financial and technological commitments under UNFC-
CC and Paris Agreement

Mains Link
Q. Describe the major outcomes of the 26th session of 
the Conference of the Parties (COP) to the United Na-
tions Framework Convention on Climate Change (UN-
FCCC). What are the commitments made by the India 
conference? (UPSC 2021)

Prelims Link
Q. Among the following crops, which one is the most 
important anthropogenic source of both methane and 
nitrous oxide? (UPSC 2022)
1. Cotton
2. Rice
3. Sugarcane
4. Wheat
Ans: B

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/07/08/financial-and-technological-commitments-under-unfccc-and-paris-agreement/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/07/08/financial-and-technological-commitments-under-unfccc-and-paris-agreement/
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WHAT IS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF 
INDIA’S TALKS WITH NATO?

Directions: 
NATO mandate, membership and role of NATO are im-
portant for this year’s mains, etc.

Context: 
NATO is important due to the Russia-Ukrain issue and 
talks for the expansion of NATO. But be selective in 
making notes. 

Background of India-NATO engagement:
India held its first political dialogue with the North At-
lantic Treaty Organization (NATO) in Brussels on Decem-
ber 12, 2019, with the aim to assess cooperation on 
regional and global issues of mutual interest. The talk 
was primarily political in Character. 

What is the significance of India’s talks with 
NATO?
• NATO’s engagement with Pakistan and China: In-

dia’s talks with NATO hold significance given that 
the North Atlantic alliance has been engaging both 
China and Pakistan in bilateral dialogue. 
 ◦ NATO opened selective training for Pakistani 

officers and its military delegation visited Paki-
stan in November 2019 for military staff talks.

• Balance in NATO’s perception: Engaging NATO in a 
political dialogue would provide India with an op-
portunity to bring about a balance in NATO’s per-
ceptions about the situation in regions and issues 
of concern to India.

• Common ground: There is a convergence in the per-
spectives of both India and NATO on China, terror-
ism, and Afghanistan, including Pakistan’s role in 
Afghanistan, sources said.

• Maritime security: It is a principal area of conver-
sation in the future, given a substantial common 
ground with NATO.

Limitations of India-NATO talk: 
 ◦ Russia’s threat to Euro-Atlantic: From NATO’s 

perspective, it was not China, but Russia whose 
aggressive actions continued to be the main 
threat to Euro-Atlantic security.

 ◦ China as a challenge and opportunity: Given 
the divergence among NATO countries, its view 
on China was mixed; while it did deliberate on 
China’s rise, the conclusion was that China pre-

sented both a challenge and an opportunity.
 ◦ Taliban as a political entity: In Afghanistan, 

NATO saw the Taliban as a political entity, 
which was not in line with India’s stance. This 
was almost two years before the Taliban an-
nounced an interim government in Afghanistan 
in September 2021.

Way forward:
• Continuing engagement with India on a mutually 

agreed agenda. 
• Geo-strategic position of India: In NATO’s view, In-

dia, given its geo-strategic position and unique per-
spectives on various issues, was relevant to interna-
tional security and could be an important partner 
in informing the alliance about India’s own region 
and beyond.

• Considering proposals from NATO: As far as India 
is concerned, it was felt New Delhi may consider 
proposals emanating from NATO, if any, on bilateral 
cooperation in areas of interest to India, based on 
the progress achieved in the initial rounds.

About NATO (Just glance through it once)

• Headquarters: Brussels, Belgium.
• It is a military alliance established by the North At-

lantic Treaty (also called the Washington Treaty) of 
April 1949, by the United States, Canada, and sev-
eral Western European nations to provide collec-
tive security against the Soviet Union.

• It was the US’s first peacetime military alliance out-
side the western hemisphere.

• There are currently 30 member states.
• NATO’s essential and enduring purpose is to safe-

guard the freedom and security of all its members 
by political and military means.

What is important about NATO’s collective de-
fence?
• Collective defence: Members of NATO are commit-
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ted to mutual defence in response to an attack by 
any external party.
 ◦ Collective defence lies at the very heart of NATO, 

“a unique and enduring principle that binds its 
members together, committing them to protect 
each other and setting a spirit of solidarity with-
in the Alliance”.

 ◦ This is laid out in Article 5 of the North Atlantic 
Treaty, the founding treaty of NATO.

• Article 5: “The Parties agree that an armed attack 
against one or more of them in Europe or North 
America shall be considered an attack against 
them all
 ◦ Consequently, they agree that, if such an armed 

attack occurs, each of them, in the exercise of 
the right of individual or collective self-defence 
recognized by Article 51 of the Charter of the 
United Nations, will assist the Party or Parties 
so attacked by taking forthwith, individually 
and in concert with the other Parties, such ac-
tion as it deems necessary

 ◦ Including the use of armed force, to restore 
and maintain the security of the North Atlantic 
area.”

Objectives of NATO:

Origin:
The Vandenberg Resolution:
• The US Congress passed the Vandenberg Resolu-

tion, a landmark action “advising the President to 
seek US and free world security through support of 
mutual defence arrangements that operated with-
in the UN Charter but outside the Security Coun-
cil, where the Soviet veto would thwart collective 
defence arrangements)was the stepping stone to 
NATO. 

• The treaty was signed in Washington DC on April 
4, 1949. It had 12 signatories initially: the US, UK, 
Canada, France, Denmark, Belgium, Norway, Por-
tugal, the Netherlands, Italy, Iceland, and Luxem-
bourg.

Insta Links:
NATO

Mains Links: 
Q.The USA is facing an existential threat in the form of 
China, which is much more challenging than the erst-
while Soviet Union.” Explain. (UPSC 2021)

Prelims Link
Q. Which of the following is/are alliances of NATO?
1. Istanbul cooperation initiative 
2. Mediterranean Dialogue 
3. Euro-Atlantic Partnership Council 
4. Financial market dialogue 
Select the correct answer using the codes given below:
A. 1, 2 and 3 only 
B. 1, 3 and 4 only 
C. 2 and 3 only 
D. 1, 2, 3 and 4
Ans: (a)
Q. Consider the following statements and answer the 
question below:

1. Spain and Italy are not members of NATO.

2. Article 5 of NATO has been invoked only once.

3. NATO was US’s first peacetime military alliance out-

side the western hemisphere.

Which statements are correct?
a) 1 and 2 
b) 2 and 3 
c) 1 and 3                                                       
d) only 3
Answer: B

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/07/05/editorial-analysis-a-chill-down-asias-spine/
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IRAN MAY ACCEPT EU PROPOSAL 
TO REVIVE NUCLEAR DEAL IF DE-

MANDS MET: REPORT

Context:
• A European Union proposal to revive the 2015 Iran 

nuclear deal “can be acceptable if it provides as-
surances on Tehran’s key demands

• The EU said on August 8 that it had put forward a 
“final” text following four days of indirect talks be-
tween U.S. and Iranian officials in Vienna.

Background:
• Iranian diplomats said Iran was reviewing the pro-

posal: Proposals by the EU can be acceptable if 
they provide Iran with assurance on the issues of 
safeguards, sanctions and guarantees, the diplomat 
said.

• No future harsh sanctions by the US: The Islamic 
Republic has sought to obtain guarantees that no 
future U.S. president would renege on the deal if it 
were revived, as then-President Donald Trump did 
in 2018 and restored harsh U.S. sanctions on Iran.

• Indirect talks between US and Iran: The 2015 Pact 
seemed near revival. But 11 months of indirect talks 
between Tehran and the Biden administration in Vi-
enna were thrown into disarray chiefly over Iran’s 
insistence that Washington removes its elite Revo-
lutionary Guards Corps from the U.S. Foreign Ter-
rorist Organization’s list.

• Charging Iranian revolutionary Gaurd member: On 
August 10, the United States charged a Revolution-
ary Guards member with plotting to murder John 
Bolton, a national security adviser to Trump, though 
Washington said it did not believe the charges 
should affect the nuclear talks with Tehran.

Iran Nuclear Deal or Joint Comprehensive Plan of Ac-
tion (JCPOA):
• The JCPOA was the result of prolonged negotia-

tions between 2013 and 2015 between Iran and 
P5+1 (China, France, Russia, the United Kingdom, 
the United States + Germany).

• Under the deal, Iran agreed to significantly cut its 
stores of centrifuges, enriched uranium and heavy 
water, all key components for nuclear weapons.

• Iran also agreed to implement a protocol that would 
allow inspectors from the International Atomic En-
ergy Agency (IAEA) to access its nuclear sites to 
ensure Iran would not be able to develop nuclear 

weapons in secret.
• While the West agreed to lift sanctions related to 

Iran’s nuclear proliferation, other sanctions ad-
dressing alleged abuses of human rights and Iran’s 
ballistic missile programme remained in place.

• The US committed to lifting sanctions on oil exports 
but continued to restrict financial transactions, 
which have deterred international trade with Iran.

Insta Links:
India-Iran relations 

Mains Links
Q. In what ways would the ongoing US-Iran Nuclear 
Pact Controversy affect the national interest of India? 
How should India respond to its situation? (UPSC 2018)

Prelims Links
Q. Which of the following is/are part of the Joint Com-
prehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA)?
1. China
2. Japan
3. France
4. Germany 
Select the correct answer using the codes given below:
A. 1, 2 and 4 only 
B. 1, 3 and 4 only 
C. 3 and 4 only 
D. 1, 2, 3 and 4
Ans: (b)

https://www.insightsonindia.com/international-relations/bilateral-regional-and-global-groupings-and-agreements-involving-india-and-or-affecting-indias-interests/india-and-west-asia/india-iran/
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Effect of policies and politics.

THE COMING BATTLE FOR TAI-
WAN

Context: 
Given the recent visit of US leader Nancy Pelosi to Tai-
wan, the geopolitics in the region have become intense.

Direction: 
Those preparing for Mains this year, make a separate 
note on the related topics: The present crisis (for GS2), 
the new cold war (GS2) and the Chinese revolution 
(1949) (for world History). Others can just go through 
it once.

Background of the issue:
Taiwan, a tiny island off the east coast of China, is where 
Chinese republicans of the Kuomintang government 
retreated after the 1949 victory of the communists 
— and it has since continued as the Republic of China 
(RoC). 

People’s Republic of China (PRC or China) maintains 
that “there is only one China in the world” and “Tai-
wan is an inalienable part of China”.

However, self-ruled Taiwan sees itself as no less than 
an independent nation, and its leaders have vowed to 
defend its sovereignty against the Chinese goal of “re-
unification”. Currently, Taiwan is entirely dependent on 
the US for its defence against possible Chinese aggres-
sion.

Why does China want to reunify the country?
• To recover from two centuries of perceived ‘humil-

iation’ by Western powers 
• To finish the civil war that started nearly a hundred 

years ago.
• China believes that if it recovers Taiwan, then it will 

retake its rightful place as a global power.

Recent evolution of Chinese doctrine: 
• First Act: China has adopted Deng Xiaoping’s ‘hide 

and bide’ strategy and Hu Jintao’s ‘peaceful rise’. 
Thus, it remained peaceful, until it was powerful 
enough to move to the next stage.

• Second Act: By 2010 China was powerful enough to 
challenge world powers, therefore, it started force-
fully taking control of disputed territories, both 
land, and sea, on its own terms. 

• E.g., change the status quo along the Ryukyus, 
Spratlys, Paracels, the nine-dashed lines in the 
South China Sea, and, the Himalayan frontiers with 
Bhutan, Nepal, and India. 

• Third act: Hong Kong virtually reunited (2020). 
China destroyed its limited autonomy under “one 
country, two systems”. Macao had already been 
taken. Thus, the only remaining Chinese target 
is Taiwan. 

• The Fourth act: It will take place when China has re-
unified ‘Taiwan’. It will then challenge and upstage 
the US as the world’s dominant power.

Issues with the Chinese policy:
• Internal Weakness of China: China has been suffer-

ing from one century of civil war and revolutionary 
excesses. For example, recent attacks on the private 
sector, the tech economy, the current zero-covid 
policy, etc. have damaged the Chinese economy.
 ◦ People in Hong Kong are still protesting the Chi-

nese takeover.
• External resistance: India’s resistance has add-

ed friction to the Chinese ambition in the Himala-
yas. QUAD and AUKUS have emerged. Nancy Pelo-
si’s visit is a manifestation of a bipartisan consensus 
in Washington that Beijing must be challenged.

• The danger of world war/Nuclear war: UN chief 
has already warned that recent geopolitical events 
may cause nuclear wars. 

 
Indo- Taiwan relations:
• India doesn’t have formal diplomatic relations 

with Taiwan, but both sides have trade and peo-
ple-to-people ties.

• India has refused to endorse the “one-China” poli-
cy since 2010.

What India should do? 
• Take sides: Late K. Subrahmanyam pithily stated 

that India is better off on the side of the West in its 
contest with China because China’s desire and thy 
manner of pursuing its desire is wrong

• Use Taiwan to challenge China: Taiwan is not a ma-
jor strategic concern for India. However, because 
it is the single most important factor that can con-
sume Beijing’s energies and delay its play for global 
power, it is in our interest that Taiwan keep China 
occupied. Therefore, to some extent, our interests 
converge with those of the US, Japan, Australia, and 
the Taiwanese people.

• Material and moral support: Quad partners can ex-

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2021/09/06/china-taiwan-relations-4/
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tend material support, and India’s moral support for 
Taiwan can be very important.

Conclusion:
International leaders should pursue good diplomacy, 
which involves buying time and sustaining peace. What 
is needed is countries should try to come to a win-win 
solution that takes care of the wishes of people rather 
than just perceived national pride.

Insta Links
India-Taiwan Relation

Mains Link
Q. What is the ‘One China Policy’? Examine as to how 
the Taiwan issue exemplifies the volatile cocktail of 
geopolitical contestations between the U.S and China. 
(250 Words)

GS PAPER - 3
Indian Economy.

INDIAN ECONOMY

Direction: Go through it once

Context:  
It is an opinion piece arguing that India has strong eco-
nomic fundamentals and better demographic compo-
sition to help it make a prosperous country in the next 
two decades.

• Strong Economic Fundamentals of India: 
 ◦ Focus on Infrastructure: The policy initiatives 

on infrastructure development (e.g. Bharatma-
la, Sagarmala, Economic corridors)
 ▪ Transportation: There is increased mobil-

ity of labour, capital, and raw materials 
which could spur economic growth even in 
most interior parts of the country.

 ◦ Digitization of Indian Economy: E.g. In 2021, 
the number of real-time digital payment trans-
actions in India was almost threefold that of Chi-
na. 
 ▪ The digital revolution will unlock the coun-

try’s entrepreneurial spirit (India 3rd on the 
startup ecosystem in the world)

 ◦ Improved quality of rural life: E.g. rural India’s 

access to clean fuel for cooking increased from 
18% of the population in 2012 to 54% in 2020.

• Strong Demographic Fundamental: Niti Ayog’s re-
port pointed out that India can utilize demographic 
dividend for nearly the next 20 years
 ◦ India’s workforce can contribute to economic 

development through increased labour supply 
and higher productivity.

4 fold increase in its per capita income (to 
come under upper middle-class countries) is 
possible if:
• GDP: India’s GDP growth needs an average annual 

growth rate of 7% in the next 25 years
• Higher growth for laggard states: States like Bihar 

and Uttar Pradesh must grow at a much higher rate 
to catch up with more prosperous states like Guja-
rat and Haryana.

• Utilization of the Private sector: It can strong incen-
tives for productivity gains through technological in-
novation and capital formation. 

• Speed up the privatization of the loss-making pub-
lic sector banks: A market-based banking sector will 
be in a solid position to allocate capital efficient-
ly and productively across different sectors of the 
economy. 
 ◦ It will lead to the creative destruction of un-

derperforming companies, and will eventually 
pave the way for sustained economic growth.

Insta Links
Growth Matters but Income level matters more

Mains Link
Q.“ Economic growth is a precondition for inclusive 
growth”, Do you agree? Analyse.

Prelims Link
Q. With the reference to the Indian economy after the 
1991 economic liberalization, consider the following 
statements: (UPSC 2020)
1. Worker productivity (` per worker at 2004-05 pric-

es) increased in urban areas while it decreased in 
rural areas.

2. The percentage share of rural areas in the work-
force steadily increased.

3. In rural areas, the growth in the non-farm economy 
increased.

4. The growth rate in rural employment decreased.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 and 2 only

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2021/12/21/india-taiwan-relations/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2021/07/15/insights-into-editorial-growth-matters-but-income-levels-matter-more/
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(b) 3 and 4 only
(c) 3 only
(d) 1, 2, and 4 only
Answer: B

YOUTH EMPLOYMENT DETERIO-
RATED IN INDIA: ILO REPORT

Directions: Note down a few data points 

Context:
• India experienced severe working-hour and em-

ployment losses in 2020 and 2021, and Indian youth 
employment deteriorated in 2021 compared to 
2020, according to the Global Employment Trends 
for Youth 2022 report released by the International 
Labour Organization.

• The recovery in youth employment is still lagging 
globally, the report says, confirming that COVID-19 
has hurt young people more than any other age 
group.

Key Findings:
• Role of Pandemic: Pandemic has worsened the nu-

merous labour market challenges facing those aged 
between 15 and 24 years. 

• Young people are affected more than adults: 
Youngsters in this age group experienced a much 
higher percentage loss in employment than adults 
since early 2020. 
 ◦ The total global number of unemployed youth 

is estimated to reach 73 million in 2022, a slight 
improvement from 2021 (75 million), but still 
six million above the pre-pandemic level of 
2019,” the report said.

On India
• Surveys conducted by the Center for Monitoring 

the Indian Economy(CMIE): The youth employ-
ment participation rate declined by 0.9 percentage 
points over the first nine months of 2021 relative 
to its value in 2020, while it increased by 2 per cent 
points for adults over the same time period. 
 ◦ The situation is particularly severe for very 

young people aged 15-20 years,” the report 
said.

• Quality education and training opportunities: 
Countries are required to create decent jobs, espe-
cially in green, blue and digital economies, and to 
set economies on the path towards greater sustain-

ability, inclusiveness and resilience.
• Unequal access to online education: School clo-

sures lasted 18 months and among the 24 crore 
school-going children, only 8% of such children in 
rural areas and 23% in urban areas had adequate 
access to online education. 
 ◦ Given the deeply unequal access to online re-

sources in developing countries, children from 
socio-economically disadvantaged families, 
which are the large majority, had almost no ac-
cess to education,” the report said.

• Learning regression: It said school closures not 
only prevented new learning but also led to the 
phenomenon of “learning regression”, that is, chil-
dren forgetting what they had learned earlier. 
 ◦ In India, 92% of children on average lost at least 

one foundational ability in language and 82% 
lost at least one foundational ability in mathe-
matics,” the report said citing studies.

• Role of MGNREGA: The report appreciated the 
MGNREGA and said it has played an important 
role in providing paid employment, particularly 
for women, but also in carbon sequestration be-
cause of the Act’s focus on natural resources, such 
as land, water and trees, which provide adaptation 
benefits.

• Low youth female market participation: It add-
ed that India has a very low youth female labour 
market participation and Indian young women ex-
perienced larger relative employment losses than 
young men in 2021 and 2022. 

• High youth employment losses: In general, the high 
youth employment losses in India drive up the glob-
al average employment losses. 
 ◦ Young Indian men account for 16% of young 

men in the global labour market, while the cor-
responding share for young Indian women is 
just 5%,” the report said.

• Private school teachers less paid: The study found 
out that teachers in non-state schools are often paid 
significantly less than those in state schools. 
 ◦ Teachers in low-fee private schools in India, 

Kenya, Nigeria and Pakistan are paid between 
one-eighth and one-half of what their counter-
parts in the state sector receive,” it added. 

• Highly informal domestic work: It added that do-
mestic work is a highly informal sector in India, wag-
es are extremely low and young women and girls 
are vulnerable to abuse. 

• Abuse reports: Reports of abuse suffered by young 
domestic workers are common, including verbal 
and physical abuse, and sexual exploitation,” the 
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report said.

About ILO:
• Established as an agency for the League of Nations 

following World War I.
• Established by the Treaty of Versailles in 1919.
• It became the first specialised agency of the United 

Nations (UN) in the year 1946.
• It got the Nobel Peace Prize in 1969.
• It is the only tripartite U.N. agency. It brings 

together governments, employers and workers.
• Headquarters: Geneva, Switzerland.

Reports by ILO:

Insta Links:
ILO

Mains Links: 
Q. Incidence and intensity of poverty are most import-
ant in determining poverty based on income alone”. 
In this context analyze the latest United Nations Multi 
Poverty Index report. (UPSC 2020)

Prelims Links
Q. Which of the following reports is/are published by 
ILO?
1. World social protection report 
2. Global wage report 
3. Global Hunger Index
4. World employment and social outlook 
Select the correct answer using the codes given below:
A. 1, 2 and 4 only 
B. 1, 2 and 3 only 
C. 3 and 4 only 
D. 1, 2, 3 and 4 
Ans: A

Infrastructure: Energy, Ports, Roads, Airports, Railways 
etc.

INDIA’S SOLAR POWER DREAM

Context: 
Based on ‘Explained article of Indian Express’, the arti-
cle talks about the challenges faced by solar PV manu-
facturing in India.

Direction: 
Just go through the article once to understand the is-
sues. No need to make notes. 

Status:
• From less than 10 MW in 2010, India has added 

significant solar PV capacity over the past decade, 
achieving over 50 GW by 2022.

• By 2030, India is targeting about 500 GW of renew-
able energy deployment, out of which 280 GW is 
expected from solar PV. 

About Solar PV panels
A typical solar PV value chain consists of first fabricat-
ing polysilicon ingots which need to be transformed 
into thin Silicon wafers that are needed to manufacture 
the PV mini-modules. 

Working on PV panel
When the sun shines onto a solar panel, energy from 
the sunlight is absorbed by the PV cells in the panel. 
This energy creates electrical charges that move in re-
sponse to an internal electric field in the cell, causing 
electricity to flow.

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/10/26/international-labour-organization/
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The bigger size of the solar wafer there is an advan-
tage in terms of silicon cost per wafer, as this effectively 
means lower loss of silicon during ingot to wafer pro-
cessing.

Challenges in solar PV manufacturing in India: 
• Dependency on Imports: India’s current solar mod-

ule manufacturing capacity is limited to 15 GW per 
year. 
 ◦ India has no manufacturing capacity for solar 

wafers and polysilicon ingots, and currently im-
ports 100% of silicon wafers and around 80% of 
solar cells.

• Older technology: Indian manufacturers are still 
dependent on older Al-BSF technology (Aluminum 
Back Surface Field Solar Cells) (low efficiencies of 
18-19%), whereas worldwide PV cell efficiency is 
greater than 21%.

• India is more of an assembly hub than a manufac-
turing one: Several raw materials such as silicon 
wafers, metallic pastes of silver and aluminium to 
form the electrical contacts too, are almost 100% 
imported. 
 ◦ India is dependent on China for the Silicon wa-

fers (the most expensive raw material). More 
than 90% of the world’s solar wafer manufac-
turing currently happens in China.

• Poor investment in research: India has hardly in-
vested in creating centres for the try and test solar 
technologies in a cost-effective manner. E.g., IMEC 
Belgium or the Holst Centre in the Netherlands.

• Challenges at the WTO: India lost the case in WTO 
(challenged by US PV manufacturers) over India’s 
import duty. 

Government initiatives: 
• India has implemented a 40% duty on the import of 

modules and 25% duty on the import of cells
• PLI scheme to support manufacturing capex.
• Government has made it mandatory to procure 

modules only from an approved list of manufactur-

ers (ALMM) (till now only India-based manufactur-
ers have been approved) for projects that are con-
tracted to state/ central government grids

What should India do:
• Technology tie-up with global manufacturers: India 

will have to work on technology tie-ups to make the 
right grade of silicon for solar cell manufacturing

• Move towards Atmanirbhar manufacturing:  India 
should move up the value chain by making compo-
nents locally that could drive the price and quality 
of both cells and modules

• PV panel Manufacturing parks: India needs to cre-
ate industry-like centres to work on specific tech-
nology domains with clear roadmaps and delivera-
bles for the short and long term

• Strong industry-academia collaboration in an in-
novative manner to start developing home-grown 
technologies.

Insta Links
India’s solar capacity: Milestones and challenges

Mains Links
Q. India needs a Solar Waste Management and Man-
ufacturing Standards Policy. Do you agree? Comment. 
(10M)

Prelims Links
Q. With reference to technologies for solar power pro-
duction, consider the following statements:
1. ‘Photovoltaics’ is a technology that generates elec-

tricity by direction conversion of light into electric-
ity, while ‘Solar Thermal’ is a technology that utiliz-
es the Sun’s rays to generate heat which is further 
used in electricity generation process.

2. Photovoltaics generate Alternating Current (AC), 
while solar Thermal generates Direct Current (DC).

3. India has manufacturing base for Solar Thermal 
technology, but not for Photovoltaics.

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1, 2 and 3
(d) None
Answer: A

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/03/19/insights-into-editorial-indias-solar-capacity-milestones-and-challenges/
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ELECTRICITY (AMENDMENT) BILL 
2022

Context: 
The government has tabled the Electricity (Amend-
ment) Bill 2022 in the Lok Sabha and then referred it 
to the parliamentary standing committee on energy for 
wider consultation.

Direction: 
Just go through it once. No need to make notes right 
now as it will undergo many changes. 

Electricity Amendment Bill,2022 amends the 
previous Electricity Act of 2003. 
• Electricity Act, 2003 regulates the electricity sector 

in India by setting up the Central and State Electric-
ity Regulatory Commissions (CERC and SERCs) to 
regulate interstate and intrastate matters, respec-
tively.  

Provisions of the Bill:
• Benefits for consumers:

 ◦ Allows multiple Discoms in the same area: More 
than one power distributor can operate in an 
area. This is aimed at boosting competition and 
giving more choice to the consumers. The new 
supplier can use existing supply lines. 

 ◦ Regulator must decide in 90 days or the applica-
tion will be deemed to be approved. 

 ◦ It will end distribution monopolies and improve 
the viabilities of business.

• Benefit for DISCOMs: 
 ◦ Fixing of Tariffs: There will be “mandatory” fix-

ing of minimum as well as maximum tariff ceil-
ings by the “appropriate commission” to avoid 
predatory pricing by power distribution compa-
nies and to protect consumers.

 ◦ It aims to ensure graded and timely tariff revi-
sions.

• Benefits for remote areas and farmers: 
 ◦ Cross-subsidy Balancing Fund:   Cross-subsidy 

refers to the arrangement of one consumer cat-
egory subsidizing the consumption of another 
consumer category. E.g. commercial consumers 
subsidies residents or farmers. The state gov-
ernment will set up such a fund. 

• Benefit for Environment: 
 ◦ Renewable purchase obligation(RPO): Under 

the previous act SERCs are empowered to spec-

ify renewable purchase obligations(RPO) for 
discoms. RPO refers to the compulsory procure-
ment of a certain percentage of electricity from 
renewable sources.

 ◦ As per the Bill, RPO should not be below a mini-
mum percentage prescribed by the central gov-
ernment or DISCOMS may face a penalty.

 ◦ Promotion of green energy
• Improved regulation: The Bill seeks to strengthen 

payment security mechanisms and give more pow-
ers to regulators. 

Issues with the Bill:
• Violates Federal Principal:  ‘Electricity’ is a state 

subject and any legislation on it should be in con-
sultation with the state government. However, no 
consultation was done before introducing the bill.

• Inequity: Provision to encourage competition may 
lead to more entities entering lucrative and urban 
areas, while loss-making areas may continue to be 
underserved.

• Fear of end of subsidies by farmers.

Mains Links: 
What are the problems being faced by the Power Sec-
tor? Will the recently proposed Electricity (Amend-
ment ) Bill 2022 help overcome these issues? Critically 
evaluate (15M)

Prelims Link
Q. Which one of the following is the purpose of ‘UDAY’, 
a scheme of the Government? (UPSC 2016)
(a) Providing technical and financial assistance to start-
up entre-preneurs in the field of renewable sources of 
energy
(b) Providing electricity to every household iv the coun-
try by 2018
(c) Replacing the coal-based power plants with natural 
gas, nuclear, solar, wind and tidal power plants over a 
period of time.
(d) Providing for financial turnaround and revival of 
power distribution companies
Answer: D

Environmental Conservation

TEN MORE RAMSAR SITES ADDED

Context: 
India has added 10 more Ramsar sites, or wetlands of 
international importance (taking the total number of 
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such sites to 64)

Direction: 
Ramsar Site is important for both Mains and Prelims. 
The news came a few days back, but we have covered 
it today. 

Importance: 
Many of the sites are already notified under the Union 
government’s Wetland (Conservation and Manage-
ment) Rules 2017 meaning development activities 
within the waterbody as well as within its zone of influ-
ence are regulated.
• Being designated Ramsar Site means now the sites 

will be on the global map for their importance in 
providing ecological services. 

Criteria: 
The site has to test across nine crite-
ria, including its services as a habitat.  

Ten sites are: 
• Koonthankulam Bird Sanctuary (TN): It is the larg-

est reserve for breeding resident and migratory 
water birds and an Important Bird and Biodiversity 
Area forming part of the Central Asian Flyway.

• Gulf of Mannar Marine Biosphere Reserve (TN): 
This will be the first Marine Biosphere Reserve in 
South & South -East Asia.

• Vembannur Wetland Complex (Kanya kumari, TN): 
It is an artificial human-made inland tank and part 
of the Important Bird and Biodiversity Area (IBA). It 
forms the southernmost tip of peninsular India. 

• Vellode Bird Sanctuary (TN): It lies near the temple 
town of Erode in the State of Tamil Nadu and is con-
sidered a paradise for bird lovers. 

• Vedanthangal Bird Sanctuary (TN): This also comes 
under the Important Bird and Biodiversity Area 
(IBA).

• Udhayamarthandapuram Bird Sanctuary (TN): No-
table species observed at the site are oriental dart-
er, glossy ibis, grey Heron & Eurasian spoonbill.

• Satkosia Gorge (Odisha): The wetland is located 
over the Mahanadi River. Satkosia is the meet-
ing point of the Deccan Peninsula and the Eastern 
Ghats (two biogeographic regions of India), thus is a 
very important place for biodiversity.

• Nanda Lake (Goa): The lake in South Goa had al-
ready been notified as a wetland. This will be Goa’s 
1st Ramsar site. 

• Ranganathittu Bird Sanctuary (Karnataka): It is a 

bird sanctuary in the Mandya District of the state 
of Karnataka in India. It is the largest bird sanctuary 
in the state on the bank of the Kaveri River. It is des-
ignated as an Important Bird area (IBA). 

• Sirpur Wetland (Madhya Pradesh): Situated on 
the Sirpur Lake (created by the Holkars of Indore 
State in the early 20th century), the wetland is situ-
ated in Indore City. 

Previously, 5 new sites were added: Three wetlands 
(Karikili Bird Sanctuary, Pallikaranai Marsh Reserve For-
est & Pichavaram Mangrove) in Tamil Nadu, one (Pala 
wetland) in Mizoram and one wetland (Sakhya Sagar) in 
Madhya Pradesh. 

Ramsar convention:
• It is an international treaty for the conservation 

and wise use of wetlands.
• It is named after the Iranian city of Ramsar, on the 

Caspian Sea, where the treaty was signed on 2 Feb-
ruary 1971.

• Known officially as ‘the Convention on Wetlands of 
International Importance especially as Waterfowl 
Habitat’ (or, more recently, just ‘the Convention on 
Wetlands’), it came into force in 1975.

Montreux Record:
• Montreux Record under the Convention is a register 

of wetland sites on the List of Wetlands of Inter-
national Importance where changes in ecological 
character have occurred, are occurring, or are like-
ly to occur as a result of technological develop-
ments, pollution or other human interference.



www.insightsonindia.com28

• It is maintained as part of the Ramsar List.

Insta Links
To remember all the previous Ramsar Sites: Click here
Wetland Ecosystem

Mains Link
Q. Discuss the importance and role played by Wetlands 
in the Ecological conservation of Earth. (15M)

Prelims link
1. Q. Consider the following pairs: (UPSC 2022) 

Wetland / Lake Location
2. Hokera Wetland – Punjab
3. Renuka Wetland – Himachal Pradesh
4. Rudrasagar Lake — Tripura
5. Sasthamkotta Lake – Tamil Nadu
How many pairs given above are correctly matched ?
(a) Only one pair
(b) Only two pairs
(c) Only three pairs
(d) All four pairs
Correct Option: B

Q. If a wetland of international importance is brought 
under the ‘Montreux Record’, what does it imply? ( 
UPSC 2014)
(a) Changes in ecological character have occurred, are 
occurring or are likely to occur in the wetland as a result 
of human interference.
(b) The country in which the wetland is located should 
enact a law to prohibit any human activity within five 
kilometres from the edge of the wetland.
(c) The survival of the wetland depends on the cultural 
practices and traditions of certain communities living in 
its vicinity and therefore the cultural diversity therein 
should not be destroyed.
(d) It is given the status of ‘World Heritage Site.’
Ans: A

ILLEGAL MINING OF MINOR MIN-
ERALS

Context: 
India has grossly underestimated the issue of illegal 
mining, which damages the environment and causes 
revenue loss.

Direction: 
Just go through the article once, to understand the is-

sue. Can note a few points. 

Status:
• Demand for minor minerals such as sand and grav-

el has crossed 60 million metric tons in India. 
• While laws and monitoring have been made strin-

gent for the mining of major minerals consequent 
to the unearthing of several related scams across 
the country, rampant and illegal mining of minor 
minerals continues unabated. 

• The United Nations Environment Programme, in 
2019, ranked India and China as the top two coun-
tries where illegal sand mining has led to sweeping 
environmental degradation.

Examples: There have been numerous cases of the il-
legal mining of dolomite, marble and sand across the 
States. In Andhra Pradesh’s Konanki limestone quar-
ries alone, 28.92 lakh metric tonnes of limestone have 
been illegally quarried. 

Issue with the regulation of Minor Minerals
• Under different state laws: Unlike major minerals, 

the regulatory and administrative powers to frame 
rules, prescribe rates of royalty, mineral conces-
sions, enforcement, etc. are entrusted exclusively 
to the State governments.

• Issue with EIA 2016: EIA was amended in 2016 
which made environmental clearance mandatory 
for mining in areas less than five hectares, includ-
ing minor minerals. The amendment also provided 
for the setting up of a District Environment Impact 
Assessment Authority (EIAA) and a District Expert 
Appraisal Committee (EAC).
 ◦ However, a State-wise review of EACs and EIAAs 

in key industrial States such as Gujarat, Uttar 
Pradesh, Karnataka and Tamil Nadu, shows that 
these authorities review over 50 project pro-
posals in a day and the rejection rate at the 
State level has been a mere 1%. 

• Environmental issues:  In the Yamuna riverbed in 
UP, increasing demand for soil has severely affect-
ed soil formation and the soil holding ability of the 
land, leading to a loss in marine life, an increase in 
flood frequency, droughts, and also degradation of 
water quality. 
 ◦ Such effects can also be seen in the beds of the 

Godavari, the Narmada and the Mahanadi ba-
sins. 

 ◦ In the Narmada basin, sand mining has reduced 
the population of Mahseer fish from 76% be-
tween 1963 and 2015.

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/04/24/video-ramsar-sites-in-india-part-1-environment-upsc-prelims-2022-insightsias-mnemonica/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/environment/unique-ecosystems-degradation-and-management/wetland-ecosystem/
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• Loss to state exchequer: As per an estimate, U.P. is 
losing revenue from 70% of mining activities as only 
30% area is legally mined.

• Poor implementation of recommendations: The 
report of the Oversight Committee by the National 
Green Tribunal (NGT), Uttar Pradesh (where illegal 
sand mining has created a severe hazard) has either 
failed or only partially complied with orders issued 
regarding compensation for illegal sand mining. 
Such lax compliance can be seen in States such as 
West Bengal, Bihar, and Madhya Pradesh too.

• Reasons for poor compliance: A malfunction of gov-
ernance due to weak institutions, a scarcity of state 
resources to ensure enforcement, poorly drafted 
regulatory provisions, inadequate monitoring and 
evaluation mechanisms, and excessive litigation 
that dampens state administrative capacity.

Conclusion: 
Protecting minor minerals requires investment in pro-
duction and consumption measurement and also mon-
itoring and planning tools. To this end, technology has 
to be used to provide a sustainable solution e.g., Satel-
lite imagery can be used to monitor the volume of ex-
traction and also check the mining process.  

Recently, the NGT directed some States to use satellite 
imagery to monitor the volume of sand extraction and 
transportation from the riverbeds.  Additionally, drones, 
the internet of things (IoT) and blockchain technology 
can be leveraged to monitor mechanisms by using the 
Global Positioning System, radar and Radio Frequency 
(RF) Locator. 

Insta Links
MINES & MINERALS AMENDMENT BILL

Mains Link
Q. Explain the distribution of major non-metallic min-
erals in India. Critically Analyze the National Mineral 
Policy, 2019 in revitalizing the mining sector, increasing 
output and focusing on responsible and sustainable 
mining. (15M)

Prelims Link
Q. Consider the following minerals: (UPSC 2020)
1. Bentonite
2. Chromite
3. Kyanite
4. Sillimanite
In India, which of the above is/are officially designated 
as major minerals?

(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 4 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 2, 3 and 4 only
Answer: D

WATER MANAGEMENT IN INDIA

Direction: 
‘Water’ is always a very important topic in the UPSC 
exam. Have a note prepared for various dimensions 
of water- its management, the gender divide in water, 
groundwater, surface water, river-interlinking, mea-
sures to conserve water etc. 1-2 points can be noted 
from this article. 

Water:
• India has just 4% of the world’s water resource, sup-

porting 17.1% of its population. 
• It is a key determinant of health security and eco-

nomic growth in India.
• Over 50% of agriculture was still rain-fed

Evolution of water management in India:
• Till the 1980s:  Water management was confined to 

the issue of irrigation projects. Therefore, the focus 
was on building large dams and canals. However, 
the drought of the late 1980s, proved that these big 
projects were insufficient.

• Post-1980s Period: Focus was on decentralization: 
E.g., rainwater harvesting (building ponds, digging 
tanks, and setting up check-dams on streams); slo-
gans like “Rain is decentralized, so is the demand for 
water. So, capture the rain when and where it falls”.

• The mid-2000s: Focus remain on rainwater har-
vesting and ‘ground water’ was given importance. 
Therefore, MGNREGA was linked with the augmen-
tation of groundwater, and rainwater harvesting ef-
forts.

• Post-2010s: A series of urban droughts brought in 
focus the issues related to distribution bottleneck 
and lack of reuse and treatment of sewage water. 
So, the focus came on Piped drinking water (Jal Je-
evan Mission) and treatment of used water (Swa-
chh Bharath Mission).

What should be done?
• Reengineering of on-site local treatment systems:  

It means waste to be collected from each house-
hold, transported, and treated in that area.

• Focus on Reuse: The urban-industrial wastewa-

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/03/10/amendment-to-mines-and-minerals-development-and-regulation-act/
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ter and sewage must be treated, recycled, and re-
used. If it is treated for reuse, then it will prevent 
water loss and pollution of our rivers. E.g., in Sin-
gapore, almost all the water is treated and reused.

• Minimize wastages: E.g., investing in water-effi-
cient irrigation (‘per drop more crop’), household 
appliances, and changes in our diets.

• Focus on traditional water storing structures: E.g., 
Baolis (Rajasthan, Gujarat), tanks, Ponds (Talabs), 
Check dams (called Bandha in the Mewar region), 
etc. 
 ◦ Paar system (western Rajasthan): It is a com-

mon place where the rainwater flows from the 
agar (catchment) and in the process percolates 
into the sandy soil.

 ◦ Pat System (Bundelkhand region): This system 
was devised according to the peculiarities of the 
terrain to divert water from swift-flowing hill 
streams into irrigation channels called pats.

• Sponge cities: The treated sewage and wastewater 
must be diverted to sponges (wetlands, ponds, rain 
gardens) to recharge the groundwater in the cit-
ies and make us water-secure. E.g., done in Beijing 
(China)

Jal Jeevan Mission success story

Each of the 5,644 residents of Pimpalghar-Ranjnoli vil-
lage, situated in the industrial belt of Thane (Maharash-
tra) has to access to 55 litres of water every day. The 
villagers used funds under the Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM) 
to ensure that all 842 families in the village get tap wa-
ter connections. The village has effectively ensured that 
residents pay the user charges for tap water. 

Maharashtra is one of the leading states in the country 
in implementing the JJM (71 per cent of households in 
Maharashtra have access to a tap connection; the na-
tional average is just under 52 per cent).

Insta Links
Water management needs a hydro-social approach

Mains Link
Q. Examine the new challenges and strategies on wa-
ter and its management on account of climate change. 
(15M)

Prelims Link
Q. Consider the following statements: (UPSC 2015)
1. The Accelerated Irrigation Benefits Programme was 

launched during 1996-97 to provide loan assistance 

to poor farmers.
2. The Command Area Development Programme was 

launched in 1974-75 for the development of wa-
ter-use efficiency,

Which of the statements given above is/ are correct?
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2
Answer: B

GS PAPER - 4
Aptitude and foundational values for Civil Servants.

VARIOUS INITIATIVES TAKEN BY 
CIVIL SERVANTS 

Once, APJ Abdul Kalam interacted with Shri Venkate-
sham Burra (IAS) who was the collector of Medak Dis-
trict in Andra Pradesh which is now in Telangana. Kalam 
asked Burra about the biggest challenge he faced in his 
service and how did he find a solution to it. Burra re-
plied that the biggest challenge he faced while serving 
in his district was extreme deprivation. 

The solutions suggested by him
Shri Venkatesham Burra made an attempt to solve this 
problem by motivating communities and by involving 
NGOs.

1. Self-Help Group: Active participation by self-help 
groups led to the launch of a programme known as Aas-
ara, that aimed at providing at least two meals a day 
to needy people. 

2. NGOs and district administration: A joint cooperation 
between the Medak district administration and NGOs 
gave birth to a programme called Ashraya. The objec-
tive behind this was to provide a life of dignity for the 
mentally challenged people who are homeless.

The weaker section includes the poor, beggars, or-
phans, senior citizens, persons with disabilities etc. 
Such compassion means understanding and empathiz-
ing with the sufferings of the marginalized section of 
society. Moreover, it is needed for citizen-friendly and 
pro-people administration for delivering social justice. 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/03/16/insights-into-editorial-water-management-needs-a-hydro-social-approach/
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Burra’s replies and his examples of Aasara and Ashra-
ya sprang from one important quality of a civil servant- 
compassion towards the weaker section.

Practice Question:
How the values of tolerance and compassion is import-
ant for a Civil Servant? 10M

Ethical concerns.

THE ETHICS OF EUTHANASIA

Context: 
In a recent incident, a Bengaluru woman goes to Delhi 
HC to stop a friend’s euthanasia trip to Europe.
According to a petition filed before the court, the man 
has been suffering from Chronic Fatigue Syndrome 
since 2014 and is allegedly planning to travel to Switzer-
land for physician-assisted suicide as the option is not 
available in India.

Euthanasia:
The term “euthanasia” is derived from Greek, literal-
ly meaning “good death”. Taken in its common usage, 
however, euthanasia refers to the termination of a per-
son’s life, to end their suffering, usually from an in-
curable or terminal condition. It is for this reason that 
euthanasia was also coined the name “mercy killing”.

Types of Euthanasia:

Acts of euthanasia are further categorized as “volun-
tary”, “involuntary” and “non-voluntary.”
• Voluntary euthanasia refers to euthanasia per-

formed at the request of the patient.
• Involuntary euthanasia is the term used to describe 

the situation where euthanasia is performed when 
the patient does not request it, with the intent of 
relieving their suffering – which, in effect, amounts 
to murder. 

• Non-voluntary euthanasia relates to a situation 
where euthanasia is performed when the patient is 
incapable of consenting.

Arguments for and against euthanasia
For
• Rights-based argument 

 ◦ it is argued that as part of our human rights, 
there is a right to make our own decisions and a 
right to a dignified death.

• Beneficence
 ◦ Advocates of euthanasia express the view that 

the fundamental moral values of society, com-
passion and mercy, require that no patient be 
allowed to suffer unbearably, and mercy killing 
should be permissible.

• The difference between active euthanasia and pas-
sive euthanasia
 ◦ Supporters of euthanasia claim that active eu-

thanasia is not morally worse than passive eu-
thanasia – the withdrawal or withholding of 
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medical treatments that result in a patient’s 
death. In line with this view, it is argued that ac-
tive euthanasia should be permitted just as pas-
sive euthanasia is allowed.

Against
• The sanctity of life

 ◦ Religious proponents argue that “it is the sole 
prerogative of God to bestow life and to cause 
death.

• Euthanasia as murder
 ◦ Society views an action which has a primary in-

tention of killing another person as inherently 
wrong, in spite of the patient’s consent

• Abuse of autonomy and human rights
 ◦ It has also been argued that patients’ requests 

for euthanasia are rarely autonomous, as most 
terminally ill patients may not be of a sound or 
rational mind. 

 ◦ Kant and Mill believe that the principle of auton-
omy forbids the voluntary ending of the condi-
tions necessary for autonomy, which would oc-
cur by ending one’s life.

• The role of palliative care
 ◦ It is often argued that pain and suffering expe-

rienced by patients can be relieved by admin-
istering appropriate palliative care, making eu-
thanasia a futile measure

• The rights of vulnerable patients
 ◦ If euthanasia were to become an accepted prac-

tice, it may give rise to situations that under-
mine the rights of vulnerable patients.

• The doctor-patient relationship and the physician’s 
role
 ◦ Active voluntary euthanasia and physician-as-

sisted suicide undermine the doctor-patient re-
lationship, destroying the trust and confidence 
built in such a relationship.

Legal Status of Euthanasia
Euthanasia is illegal in most countries (e.g. UK, USA). 

India
SC (Gian Kaur v. State of Punjab) it was held by the five 
judge bench of the Supreme Court that the “right to 
life” guaranteed by Article 21 of the Constitution does 
not include the “right to die”. 
• In India, like almost in other countries, euthanasia 

has no legal aspect. 
Distinguishing euthanasia from suicide:  Suicide by its 

nature is an act of self-killing or self-destruction, an act 
of terminating one’s own act and without the aid or as-
sistance of any other human agency. 
• Mercy killing is nothing but homicide, whatever the 

circumstances in which it is affected. Unless it is 
specifically accepted it cannot be an offence. 
 ◦ Indian Penal Code further punishes not only 

abetment of homicide, but also abetment of 
suicide.

Chronic fatigue syndrome: Also known as myalgic en-
cephalomyelitis (ME/CFS), Chronic Fatigue Syndrome, 
is a serious and debilitating disease that affects the 
nervous system, the immune system and the body’s 
production of energy, according to the US Centres for 
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC).
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Content for 
Mains 
Enrichment 
(Ethics/Essay):
 

IRONERS IN BENGALURU DITCH 
COAL IRONS FOR LPG ALTERNA-

TIVES TO BEAT HARMFUL FUMES

According to the World Health Organization, burning 
of coal releases particulate matter, sulphur dioxide, 
nitrogen oxides and other substances detrimental to 
human health. 

Udhyam (an NGO), which works on the skill develop-
ment of school students and small entrepreneurs, 
launched The ‘Istri Project’ in 2019 to help clean up 
the issue of using coal irons boxes. They emphasized 
using LPG alternatives to be used by tailers for straight-
ening clothes. 

Ironers on average save 133 minutes a day with LPG 
irons and are able to press 9-12 clothes more; they also 
save around Rs 850 on fuel a month, according to the 
non-profit which has developed the irons

CARE REPORT

Context: 
CARE (an NGO) has highlighted the global link between 
Gender Inequality and food insecurity. 

Direction: 
Not important for prelims. For mains, just remember 

the name ‘CARE NGO’ and 1-2 points.  

Findings:
• Women are more food insecure than men.
• Increased gender inequality has led to greater food 

insecurity across 109 countries.
• There is a usual lack of support from Men, in house-

hold chores and childcare
• There is a lack of sex-disaggregated data on food in-

security, thereby not allowing policymakers to work 
on it. 

CARE: 
It is a not-for-profit organization that builds the capac-
ity of communities to ensure empowerment for mar-
ginalized women and girls in the field of - Health, Liveli-
hood, Education and Disaster Relief & Resilience. 

TETRAPOD-BASED SEA WALL FOR 
REDUCING COASTAL EROSION

Context: 
Under the government’s Coastal conservation project, 
a tetrapod-based seawall has been implemented in Ker-
ela’s Ernakulam district.

Benefits: 
The conventional seawall of Chellanam failed to check 
sea ingress which resulted in massive ruin and destruc-
tion. Now, due to the tetrapod-based seawall, stretch-
es that were most vulnerable to sea erosion have re-
mained by and large safe.

Other solution: 
Beach nourishment (reducing the depth of the sea 
along the shore) offers a permanent solution.

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/07/04/content-for-mains-enrichment-ethics-essay-12/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/07/04/content-for-mains-enrichment-ethics-essay-12/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/07/04/content-for-mains-enrichment-ethics-essay-12/
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EGGS AND FAITH

As per the findings of the recent study commissioned 
by the Karnataka government covering over 4,500 stu-
dents in two districts: There is “clear evidence of sig-
nificant improvement” in the growth of children who 
are given eggs as part of mid-day meals, with girls in 
Class 8 gaining up to 71% more weight than their peers 
who were not served eggs, as per a study 

Currently, eggs are served in mid-day meals in 13 states 
and three UTs as part of “additional food items”, with 
the states/UTs picking the tab. The frequency ranges 
from five days a week to once a month. 

In Karnataka, proposals to add eggs have been fiercely 
resisted in the past by Lingayat and Jain seers.

• This example can be used to show - Right to food vs 
the Right to faith.

• Why eggs as well as certain food items should be 
seen above faith and religion so as to tackle issues 
relating to health and nutrition. 

DATA POINTS: CYBER CRIME 
AGAINST CHILDREN

• Highest recorded in Maharashtra
• Poor charge sheeting rate: only 27%
• Poor conviction rate:  Only 0.5%

SHOONYA- ZERO POLLUTION MO-
BILITY CAMPAIGN

It has been launched under Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav 
and aims at improving air quality in India by accelerat-
ing the deployment of electric vehicles (EVs)

NALLATHAMBY KALAISELVI

Examples which can be used for Women’s Empower-
ment

The first woman to head the Council for Scientific and 
Industrial Research (CSIR), Dr Nallathamby Kalaiselvi, is 
credited with developing novel materials to be used as 
electrodes in lithium-ion batteries that improve their 
storage capacities.
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CHESS OLYMPIAD 2022

Koneru Humpy, Harika Dronavalli, Tania Sachdev, 
R Vaishali and Bhakti Kulkarni - a delightful mix of 
long-serving mould-breakers and young prodigies - 
were the top players in the women’s section. Harika 
Dronavalli played Chess Olympiad Medal While Being 
9 Months Pregnant.

They still made history - as the first-ever Indian wom-
en’s team to win a medal at an Olympiad.

LESSONS TO BE LEARNT FROM 
JAPAN FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVEL-

OPMENT

The people of the Edo Period (1603-1867), Japan lived 
with time as it changed with the seasons, cherished 
materials and used the wisdom of reuse as a matter of 
course and realised a recycling-oriented lifestyle for 
many years.

At the start of the 1600s, Japan’s rulers feared that 
Christianity — which had recently been introduced to 

the southern parts of the country by European mission-
aries — would spread.

In response, they effectively sealed the islands off from 
the outside world in 1603, with Japanese people not al-
lowed to leave and very few foreigners allowed in. This 
became known as Japan’s Edo period and the borders 
remained closed for almost three centuries until 1868.

This allowed the country’s unique culture, customs 
and ways of life to flourish in isolation. The people of 
the Edo period lived according to what is now known 
as the “slow life”, a sustainable set of lifestyle practices 
based around wasting as little as possible. Even light 
didn’t go to waste — daily activities started at sunrise 
and ended at sunset.
• This needs to be recaptured in the modern age in 

order to achieve a more sustainable culture — and 
there are some modern-day activities that can help.

• For instance, zazen, or “sitting meditation”, is a 
practice from Buddhism that can help people carve 
out a space of peace and quiet to experience the 
sensations of nature. These days, a number of ur-
ban temples offer zazen sessions.

TECHNO-NATIONALISM

Context: 
Report “Internet in India” by the Internet and Mobile 
Association of India(IAMAI) has recently highlighted 
this word.

Definition: 
Techno-nationalism is a way of understanding how 
technology affects the society and culture of a nation.

Aim: 
It is aimed at the use of technology to advance national-
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ist agendas, with the goal of promoting connectedness 
and a stronger national identity.

Examples:
• Use of Social media in election campaign: The 2014 

elections were the first time internet streaming 
played a significant role in disintermediating broad-
cast media. The 2019 elections were marked by 
the extensive role played by social media platforms 
such as Facebook and WhatsApp.

• Indonesia is not just controlling online gaming apps 
and services but also actively promoting indige-
nously developed gaming apps.

• From Kenya to Brazil the countries are witnessing 
preemptive actions to insulate the electoral pro-
cesses of their respective democracies from the 
spread of viral fake news and disinformation on 
WhatsApp. 

• China: created digital surveillance; restricted online 
gaming for children. 

• From securing semiconductor supply chains to reg-
ulating data flows, techno-nationalism is on the po-
litical agenda of western democracies and eastern 
nations alike.

LANGUAGE BOX: INITIATIVES TO 
PRESERVE TRIBAL LANGUAGE 

AND CULTURE
• In an effort to preserve endangered tribal languag-

es that do not have a written form, a ‘language box’ 
has been installed at a tribal residential school in 
Nilgiris district, Tamil Nadu. Tribal students can pick 
up words from their language, write them on a pa-
per in English or Tamil, and drop it in the box.
 ◦ Once in six months, the box will be opened and 

students who contributed to it will be hon-
oured. 

• The ‘Reading and Language Retrieval Movement’ 
has been recording folktales in the voice of the chil-
dren and broadcasting them on American Tamil Ra-
dio for the last two years and several children have 
become storytellers in their native language.

TWO IPS OFFICERS WHO WON 
INTERNATIONAL AWARDS IN 

GROUNDBREAKING POLICING

Direction: 
These examples can be used in Ethics answer writing – 
try giving diversified examples which will help in fetch-
ing more marks.

SP Santosh Kumar Singh and SP Amit Kumar will re-
ceive the International Association of Chiefs of Police 
(IACP)’s 2021 ‘40 Under 40’ Award for their exemplary 
policing work in Chhattisgarh and UP.

Initiatives taken by SP Santosh Kumar Singh 
(Chhattisgarh)
• He was instrumental in “neutralizing, arresting, 

and gaining the surrender of hundreds of Maoists”. 
• He also worked towards the betterment of people 

through community policing programmes.
• He imparted training in self-defence to over one 

lakh children in the Mahasamund district.
• He also strengthened the Child-Friendly Policing 

programme. “it significantly reduced crimes against 
children in the district and changed children’s atti-
tudes toward the police”. 

Initiatives taken by SP Amit Kumar (Uttar 
Pradesh)
• He headed an investigation that led to the biggest 

finding of stolen vehicles. The probe nabbed 112 
vehicles including luxury cars like Audi, BMW, and 
Mercedes, valued at almost 15 million dollars, as 
per the IACP. 

• He started a special mobile number for the citizens 
to call and report on crimes and anti-social activ-
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ities, where the identity of the person would be 
kept confidential.

• Being an engineer and MBA from IIM Ahmedabad, 
his background has helped the UP police in cyber 
policing. He established the UP Police’s Cyber Crime 
division.

• He is also said to be an advocate for mental health. 
He has authored research papers on the importance 
of mental health and fitness

• He has also taken initiative to protect women by 
giving them counselling sessions.

Facts for
Prelims

GS 1
Indian Heritage and Culture

CULTURE MINISTRY-GOOGLE ‘IN-
DIA KI UDAAN’ INITIATIVE

This initiative seeks to celebrate the unwavering & un-
dying spirit of India and its achievements in the last 75 
years. It aims to take citizens to the rich culture & heri-
tage of India, by means of its rich archives and featur-
ing artistic illustrations.

It is being implemented by Google Arts and Culture, in 
association with the Ministry of Culture.

NETHANNA BIMA

Direction: 
Just go through it once. Not so important

Nethanna Bima Scheme was launched recently by Chief 
Minister of Telangana K Chandrashekhar Rao, on the 
occasion of National Handloom Day. 

Under the scheme, the government will provide Rs 5 
lakh insurance cover to the families of the weaver, in 
case of the unfortunate death of the eligible beneficia-
ry.

Telangana state department of handlooms and textiles 
is the nodal agency for its implementation.
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To Provide financial assistance, the government 
launched the following flagship programmes;
• Chenetha Mithra scheme– It is input subsidy linked 

wage compensation scheme
• Nethannaku Cheyutha– It is a Handlooms weavers 

Thrift fund saving and security scheme of Telangana 
government.

• Pavala Vaddi scheme– Under the scheme, govern-
ment provide 20% subsidy on yarn and marketing 
support.

Geography

FORECASTING BY IMD

Context: 
IMD said that Climate Change has hampered the ability 
of forecasting agencies to make predictions accurately.

Tools used for forecasting: 
• Radars (The number of radars will increase from 

34 at present to 67 by 2025): Radars are preferred 
because they have a higher resolution and can pro-
vide observations every 10 minutes.

• Automatic weather stations and rain gauges and 
satellites 

• Ministry of Earth Sciences (MoES) also plans to 
upgrade its high-performance computing system 
— from a capacity of 10 petaflops currently to 30 
petaflops in the next two years.

IMD uses the Long Period Average (LPA) as a base to 
predict the expected amount of Monsoon rainfall in a 
particular year.

Based on LPA, IMD categorizes yearly monsoon rain-
fall on an all-India basis in below five categories-
• Normal or Near Normal: percentage departure of 

actual rainfall is +/-10% of LPA (rainfall between 96-
104% of LPA).

• Below Normal: When the departure of actual 
rainfall is less than 10% of LPA, that is 90-96% of 
LPA.

• Above Normal: When actual rainfall is 104-110% of 
LPA.

• Deficient: When the departure of actual rainfall is 
less than 90% of LPA.

• Excess: When the departure of actual rainfall is 
more than 110% of LPA.

Forecasting model:
• Dynamical Monsoon Forecast Model: It was recent-

ly adopted by IMD which uses the evolving weather 
patterns to predict monsoon (better on smaller spa-
tial and temporal scales)

About IMD:  Established in 1875, (HQ: Pune), IMD 
comes under the Ministry of Earth Sciences and is the

the principal government agency responsible for me-
teorological observations, weather forecasting, and 
seismology.

Places in News

KATCHAL ISLAND IN THE NICO-
BARS

Context: 
The United States National Aeronautics and Space Ad-
ministration (NASA) recently highlighted the loss of 
mangrove cover on Katchal island, a part of India’s 
Nicobar archipelago. 

More than 90% of mangrove cover on the island was 
lost due to the Indian Ocean Tsunami.
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Society and Social Justice

WORLD TRIBAL DAY 2022

Context: 
Today (9th August) is celebrated as the International 
Day of the World’s Indigenous Peoples.

Aim: 
To highlight the role of indigenous people and the im-
portance of preserving their rights, communities and 
knowledge they gathered and passed down over cen-
turies.

Theme: 
“The Role of Indigenous Women in the Preservation 
and Transmission of Traditional Knowledge.”

History: 
In 1994, the UNGA, passed a resolution, declaring Au-
gust 9 as the International Day of the World’s Indige-
nous People as it was on 9th August that the UN Working 
Group on Indigenous Populations held its first meeting. 

Significance: 
• Taking cognisance of the knowledge acquired by 

indigenous people is vital culturally and also scien-
tifically

• Understanding and preservation of indigenous lan-
guages, their spiritual practices, and philosophies 
can help in the conservation and upliftment of Trib-
als without compromising their identity. 

Status of Tribes in India: Tribal Population constitutes 
8.6%  (or 11 cr) of the total population (the second 
largest number of tribal people in any country in the 
world). 89.97% of them live in rural areas and 10.03% 
in urban areas.

According to Lokur Committee (1965), the essential 
characteristics to be recognized by Scheduled Tribe 
are: Indication of Primitive Traits, Distinctive Culture, 
Shyness of Contact with the Community at Large, Geo-
graphical Isolation, Backwardness

Constitution: Constitution of India does not define the 
term ‘tribe’, however, the term Scheduled Tribe’ was in-
serted in the Constitution through Article 342 (i).

GS2
Polity

UNDERTRIALS

Context: 
SC has asked to facilitate the release of undertrials and 
those convicted of minor offences to celebrate the 75th 
year of Independence. 

Direction: 
Diagrams are just for noticing the trends. No need to 
note it down. 

Definition of Under-trails: One who is arrested for some 
crime and is waiting to appear before the magistrate.
• 76% of prisoners in Indian jails are under-trials, thus 

violating their basic rights (NCRB 2020 data) 

Reasons for a high number of undertrials:  Delay in the 
justice system, shortages of court staff and judges, in-
consistency in the bail system, poor legal representa-
tion etc. 

Initiative for Undertrials: setting up of several Fast-
Track Courts, Modernization of Prison scheme, Open 
Court, Streamlining of IPC and CrPC laws, Clubbing of 
similar petty offences and clearing them on mission 
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mode, E-Prison project. 

Malimath Committee (2013) recommendation: Stan-
dard of ‘Proof beyond reasonable doubt’ followed in 
criminal cases be done away with.

ARTICLE 370 AND ARTICLE 35A

Context: 
Three years of abrogation of Art 370 and Art 35A in 
Jammu and Kashmir.

Direction: 
No need to remember, just go through it once. 
• Article 370 conferred on J&K the power to have a 

separate constitution, a state flag, and autonomy of 
internal administration.

• Article 35A: It empowered the Jammu and Kashmir 
state’s legislature to define “permanent residents” 
of the state and provide special rights and privileges 
to them.

Under Constitution (Application to Jammu and Kash-
mir) Order, 2019: It made provisions of the Indian con-
stitution applicable in the state of J&K. All provisions 
which separated the Constitution of J&K were abrogat-
ed (35A was automatically scrapped)

Under the J&K reorganization Act, 2019: The state was 
reorganized into two UTs – J&K (with legislature) and 
Ladakh (without Legislature)

Impact of the Move: J&K cannot maintain a separate 
flag, Ranbir Penal Code replaced with IPC, all the pro-
visions of the Indian Constitution now automatically 
apply to J&K as well, and Law and order incidents have 
seen a drastic reduction. 

SC: UNMARRIED WOMEN CAN 
AVAIL ABORTION SERVICES

Context: 
(The Hindu Editorial section) Last week Supreme court 
pointed out that the rules mentioned ‘partner’ and not 
husband, thereby reinterpreting the MTPA and putting 
unmarried women on equal footing with that of mar-
ried ones.  

Direction: 
Just glance through it once.

Background: 
The Medical Termination of Pregnancy Act, 1971 and 
its Rules, 2003, prohibit unmarried women who are be-
tween 20 weeks and 24 weeks pregnant to terminate 
the pregnancy.

Significance of the Judgement:
• Fairness: SC set right a rule that was ‘manifestly ar-

bitrary and violative of women’s right to bodily dig-
nity’ fits right into the concept of justice that is free, 
and without prejudice or favour to any person or 
group of people. 
 ◦ SC recommended the Government have a ‘for-

ward-looking interpretation of the law’.
• Indian Judiciary as ‘shining’ example: At a time 

when United States’ Supreme Court’s recent ruling 
overturning Roe vs Wade has drawn that nation 
back several decades on the abortion question, 
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India’s court’s move is the surest example of the 
Court’s willingness to be modern and progressive.

• Follows the spirit of Article 14 of the Constitution 
which guarantees all persons equality before the 
law and equal protection of laws. 

Previous case: SC had facilitated the abortion (beyond 
20 weeks) of a young unmarried woman whose partner 
parted ways after realizing she was pregnant. 

RECOGNITION OF MINORITIES AT 
THE DISTRICT LEVEL

Context: 
Recently, the Supreme court has pronounced that rec-
ognition of minorities at the district level is contrary to 
law.
• SC (in Kerela Education Bill Case, 1958) had reject-

ed that minorities be identified at the block or dis-
trict level. 

• SC (in TMA Pai Case, 2008) had said that Linguistic 
and religious minorities are determined by taking 
the state as a unit and not at the national level.  

Minorities in India:
• Recognition: Currently, only those communities 

notified under section 2(c) of the NCM (National 
Commission for Minorities) Act, 1992, by the cen-
tral government are regarded as a minority.

• The Muslims, Christians, Sikhs, Buddhists, Zoroastri-
ans (Parsis) and Jains (in 2014) have been notified 

as minority communities.

Constitutional Status: 
• Constitution doesn’t define the word ‘minorities’
• Article 29 (Right to conserve distinct language, 

script and culture): It grants protection to both reli-
gious as well as linguistic minorities. Its scope is not 
necessarily restricted to minorities only.

• Article 30 (Right to establish and administer edu-
cational institutions of their choice): The protec-
tion under it is confined only to minorities (religious 
or linguistic).

• Article 350-B (provides for a Special Officer for Lin-
guistic Minorities appointed by the President of In-
dia)

RULE 267

Context: 
In his parting address, Vice-President M. Venkaiah 
Naidu advocated against indiscriminate demand from 
members to invoke rule 267 that allows for the suspen-
sion of the day’s business to discuss other important 
issues in the Parliament.

Direction: 
Just go through it once. 

Issues: 
Rule 267 of Rajya Sabha should be resorted to in the 
rarest of the rare cases that justify the suspension of 
other rules of the house

Status of house disruptions: 
For the first 17 years since 1978, the annual productiv-
ity of the Rajya Sabha has been more than 100%. Since 
then it has been on a downslide with the lowest annual 
productivity recorded at 40% in the year 2018.

Challenges faced by parliamentarians:
• Disruptions don’t allow members to speak in the 

House, thereby reducing their enthusiasm to speak.
• Low percentage of members attending the meet-

ings of standing committees 
• One who makes a reasonably good speech — well 

argued and supported by statistics, examples or 
case studies — rarely get adequate attention.

• Only the politics of pandemonium(Chaos) grabs 
headlines in the news.
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What can be done:
Presiding officers can conduct what is called in-camera 
proceedings in their chambers, especially for Zero Hour 
and Question Hour.

EC TO HOLD VIRTUAL REGIONAL 
FORUM MEETING ON INCLUSIVE 

POLLS

Context:
The Election Commission of India will host a virtual 
meeting of the Asian Regional Forum on the theme of 
inclusive and accessible elections, as a precursor to the 
‘Global Summit for Democracy’ next month.

Aim: It is aimed at generating synergy amongst interna-
tional organisations, and electoral bodies from around 
the world and promoting intellectual and institutional 
mobilization to strengthen electoral democracy in the 
world.

Last year, the first Summit for Democracy was hosted 
by the United States “to renew democracy at home and 
confront autocracies abroad”.

India’s status on Democracy:
• Freedom House 2021 report put India as only “part-

ly free”
• V-Dem report called India an “electoral autocracy”.
• Global State of Democracy 2021 report: India was 

amongst the 10 most backsliding democracies—a 
more severe and deliberate kind of democratic ero-
sion.

CABINET APPROVES EXTENSION 
OF URBAN HOUSING SCHEME 

TILL 2024

Context:  
The union cabinet has approved the extension of the 
flagship urban housing scheme -- Pradhan Mantri Awas 
Yojana (Urban) -- till December 31, 2024.

About PMAY:
• Launched in 2015, the original deadline for the 

scheme aimed at providing affordable housing 
with incentives was March 2022.

• It was launched with the aim to achieve housing for 

all by 2022.

Status: 
According to data on the PMAY site, a total of 12.26 mil-
lion houses have been sanctioned so far, out of which 
61.77 lakh houses have been completed.
• In December 2021, the cabinet approved the ex-

tension of the rural housing scheme, PMAY-Gram-
in (Rural) till March 2024.

• The Urban scheme is being implemented through 
four verticals:
 ◦  Beneficiary-Led Construction (BLC)
 ◦ Affordable Housing in Partnership (AHP)
 ◦ In-situ Slum Redevelopment (ISSR)
 ◦ Credit Linked Subsidy Scheme (CLSS). 

• While the Center provides financial assistance, 
state governments and union territories imple-
ment the scheme including the selection of ben-
eficiaries.

STATE-LEVEL OBC GROUPS MUST 
BE INCLUDED IN THE CENTRAL 

LIST
Direction: 
Go through it once. Understand the issues concerned.

Context: 
Currently, for each state, there are two OBC lists, i.e., 
one for the state and the Centre. So, a caste included in 
the OBC list of a state enjoys the reservation benefits in 
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state government jobs and educational institutions, but 
not with respect to central government jobs or educa-
tional institutions.
• However, for SC/ST, there is only one list and one 

status (identified as per the state or UT)

Central Government argument: In Ram Singh and Ors 
vs Union of India Case (2015), the Central government 
argued that the inclusion of classes or groups in state 
OBC lists is a strong and compelling reason for the in-
clusion of such classes in the central lists. The Supreme 
Court judgment validated this argument.

Constitutional Provisions:  Articles 15(4) and 16(4) 
make special provisions for socially and educationally 
backward classes of citizens (SEBCs, popularly known as 
OBCs), the Scheduled Castes (SCs) and Scheduled Tribes 
(STs).

Historical development of the OBCs reservation:
• First Backward Classes Commission (1955) recom-

mended the inclusion of 2,399 castes as OBCs. But, 
the then central government did not implement it. 

• Second Backward Classes Commission (Mandal 
Commission, 1980), the central government imple-
mented it much later. 
 ◦ The central government introduced a reserva-

tion of 27% for OBCs in government jobs, in 
1990. The constitutional validity of the reserva-
tion was upheld in the Indira Sawhney case. Pur-
suant to judgment, the National Commission 
for Backward Classes Act, 1993 was enacted.

Related News: 

The Justice Rohini Commission was constituted to 
ensure equitable distribution of reservation benefits 
among the OBC castes through sub-categorization. It 
has recently been given the 10th extension in five years

Why the need for sub-categorization: It arises from the per-
ception that a few dominant castes among the OBCs have 
cornered a disproportionate amount of the benefits from 
the reservation, thus leading to injustice.

SUPREME COURT NOT IN FA-
VOUR OF DERECOGNISING POLIT-

ICAL PARTIES OVER FREEBIES

Context: 
The Supreme Court refused to consider the question of 
derecognising political parties that resort to freebies. 

SC observations:
The apex court was considering the question of reining 
in the practice of political parties offering “irrational 
freebies” to the electorate if they are voted to power, 
especially in states which are already drowning in debt.
• The court said ‘freebies’ are different from the wel-

fare schemes of the government.

Legal Status:
• Part-IV-A of the Representation of the People Act 

contains, Section 29A deals with the registration of 
associations and bodies as political parties.

• Part-IV-A does not provide any section for the 
de-registration of political parties. Representation 
of the People Act, 1951 does not provide any mech-
anism for de-registration of a political party

KARNATAKA HC SETS ASIDE THE 
CREATION OF ACB

Direction: 
Go through it once. Can be used as an example (for 
Mains) and provisions of the Lokayukta act is import-
ant (for Prelims)

Context: 
High Court of Karnataka set aside the constitution of a 
separate Anti-Corruption Bureau (ACB), under the di-
rect control of the Chief Minister, in 2016 by withdraw-
ing the powers vested with the Karnataka Lokayukta 
police wing to probe all cases under the Prevention of 
Corruption Act, 1988 against public servants.

Why the court gave this order: 
The executive used its power arbitrarily under Article 
162 and no convincing reason was given by the govern-
ment for the creation of a separate ACB.Also, it was not 
clear who will act against the case against CM, Ministers 
and other officials. ACB could also be used for political 
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vendetta against rivals. 

Court recommendation: 
If really the government intended to curb corruption, 
favouritism and indiscipline in the administrative ma-
chinery the ACB should have been allowed to work un-
der the control of Lokayukta instead of the Chief Min-
ister.

What is Lokayukta?
Lokayukta is an anti-corruption authority or ombuds-
man – investigate allegations of corruption and 
mal-administration against public servants and is 
tasked with speedy redressal of public grievances.

Genesis:
The Administrative Reforms Commission headed by 
Late Morarji Desai in 1966 recommended the setting 
up of the institution of Lokayukta.

The Lokpal and Lokayukta Act, 2013 provides for the 
appointment of a Lokayukta.

Who is appointed as the Lokayukta?
The Lokayukta is usually a former High Court Chief Jus-
tice or former Supreme Court judge and has a fixed ten-
ure.

Selection of Lokayukta:
• The Chief Minister selects a person as the Lokayukta 

after consultation with the High Court Chief Justice, 
the Speaker of the Legislative Assembly, the Chair-
man of the Legislative Council, Leader of Opposition 
in the Legislative Assembly and the Leader of Oppo-
sition in the Legislative Council. The appointment is 
then made by the Governor.

• Once appointed, Lokayukta cannot be dismissed 
nor transferred by the government, and can only 
be removed by passing an impeachment motion by 
the state assembly.

Government Initiative and Policies

NATIONAL WATER AWARDS 
(NWA)

Context: 
4th NWA launched for nomination

About: NWA is given for exemplary work in the field of 
water resource management. The first National Water 

Award was launched in 2018, by the Jal Shakti Ministry. 
It aims to fulfil the government’s vision of ‘Jal Samridh 
Bharat’

Under the 3rd NWA
• Best state: Uttar Pradesh followed by Rajasthan and 

Tamil Nadu.
• Best District category: Muzaffarnagar (Uttar 

Pradesh) and Shahid Bhagat Singh Nagar (Punjab)

Other schemes for water conservation: 
Catch the Rain, Jal Kranti Abhiyan (Jal Gram Scheme to 
develop two model villages in the water-deficient re-
gion), MGNREGA for water conservation, National Wa-
ter Mission (increase water use efficiency by 20%), NITI 
Aayog Composite Water Management Index, Jal Jeevan 
Mission (for Piped drinking water)

EKLAVYA MODEL RESIDENTIAL 
SCHOOLS (EMRS)

Context: 
‘Samvaad’ (a virtual interaction) with the students of 
EMRS was organized by the Ministry of Tribal Affairs

About EMRS:
• It was started in 1997-98, to provide quality educa-

tion ( middle and high-level education) to scheduled 
tribe (ST) students in remote areas (with high tribal 
population), in form of residential schools. 

• Every block with more than 50% ST population and 
at least 20,000 tribal persons will have an EMRS. 

• Provision: Set up by grants provided under Article 
275(1) of the Constitution.

• Set up as an autonomous society under the minis-
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try of tribal affairs — similar to Navodaya Vidyalaya 
Samiti — to run the EMRSs.

STs constitute 8.6% of the country’s total population 
(11 crores).

COOPERATIVES ON GOVERN-
MENT E-MARKETPLACE (GEM)

Context: 
Cooperatives have been onboarded to the GeM portal, 
thus allowing them to procure like other government 
agencies. Until now, cooperatives were purchasing from 
the open market.

Direction: Cooperatives are important.
GeM is a one-stop portal for the online procurement of 
goods and services. It has been developed by the Direc-
torate General of Supplies and Disposals (Ministry of 
Electronics)

About cooperatives:
• Def: It is a voluntary association of individuals hav-

ing common needs who join hands for common 
economic interests. 

• Based on the principle of: Voluntary and open 
membership, Autonomy to members, Aimed at 
community concerns. 

• A separate ‘Ministry of Co-operation’ has been 
created by the Central Government for realizing the 
vision of ‘Sahkar se Samriddhi’ (Prosperity through 
Cooperation) 

• Consztitutional provisions: 
 ◦ Under the ‘state list’ of the 7th schedule
 ◦ Forming a cooperative is a fundamental right 

under Art19(1)(c) and states must promote co-
operatives (Art 43-B)

 ◦ 97th C. A Act 2011 added a new part PartIXB re-
garding cooperative working in India. 

• History:  The first credit cooperative society was 

formed in Banking in 1903. Cooperative got a legal 
status with the enactment of the Cooperative Cred-
it Societies Act, 1904.

SMILE-75 INITIATIVE

Direction: 
Keep a note of it to be used as an example (in Mains) or 
as facts (for prelims)

Context: 
The Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment has 
launched the “SMILE-75 Initiative”.

About SMILE-75 initiative
• SMILE (Support for Marginalized Individuals for 

Livelihood and Enterprise Scheme) is aimed at mak-
ing cities/towns and municipal areas begging-free 
and comprehensive rehabilitation of the persons 
engaged in the act of begging.

• Under the initiative, seventy-five (75) Municipal 
Corporations in collaboration with NGOs and other 
stakeholders will cover several comprehensive wel-
fare measures for persons who are engaged in the 
act of begging.

Measures taken: 
rehabilitation, provision of medical facilities, counsel-
ling, awareness, education, skill development, econom-
ic linkages and convergence with other Government 
welfare programmes etc.

Beggars In India:
• According to the Census 2011 total number of 

beggars in India is over 4 lakhs.
• West Bengal tops the chart followed by Uttar 

Pradesh and Bihar
• Legal Status: Though there is no central law on 

begging, some states have adopted the Bombay 
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Prevention of Begging Act, 1959, which penalises 
beggary.

GOVERNMENT TO ENUMERATE 
PEOPLE WHO CLEAN SEWERS

Context:
• The Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment 

(MoSJ&E) is now preparing to undertake a nation-
wide survey to enumerate all people engaged in 
hazardous cleaning of sewers and septic tanks, an 
activity that has led to at least 351 deaths since 
2017. 

• Ministry officials said that the enumeration exercise, 
soon to be conducted across 500 AMRUT (Atal Mis-
sion for Rejuvenation and Urban Transformation) 
cities, is part of the Union government’s National 
Action Plan for Mechanized Sanitation Ecosystem 
(NAMASTE)
 ◦ which will streamline the process of rehabili-

tating sanitation workers and eventually merge 
with and replace the Self-Employment Scheme 
for the Rehabilitation of Manual Scavengers 
(SRMS), which was started in 2007.

• The idea is to also link these sanitation workers to 
the Swachhta Udyami Yojana, through which the 
workers will be able to own sanitation machines 
themselves and the government will ensure that at 
the municipality level, the work keeps coming in,” 
said a senior government official.

• Manual scavenging is a term used mostly for “man-
ually cleaning, carrying, disposing of, or otherwise 
handling, human excreta in an insanitary latrine or 
an open drain or sewer or a septic tank or a pit”.

NAMASTE (National Action Plan for Mecha-
nized Sanitation Ecosystem) Scheme:
• It is a joint venture between;

 ◦  The Department of Drinking Water and Sani-
tation.

 ◦ The Ministry of Social Justice and Empower-
ment.

 ◦ The Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs.
• The main objective of the scheme is to ensure:

 ◦  Zero fatalities in sanitation work in India.
 ◦ No sanitation workers come in direct contact 

with human faecal matter.
 ◦ All Sewer and Septic tank sanitation workers 

have access to alternative livelihoods.

Other benefits:
• Capital subsidies of up to ₹5 lakh on sanitation ma-

chinery costing up to ₹15 lakh and interest subsi-
dies on loans, where interest rates will be capped 
between 4-6% for the beneficiaries, with the gov-
ernment taking care of the rest of the interest.

• In addition, the scheme also provides for training 
the workers in the use of these machines, during 
which time a stipend of up to ₹3,000 per month 
will be provided. 

• The scheme will also provide for sanitation workers 
to train for and go into any of the approved list of 
alternative occupations in sectors like agriculture, 
services, electronics assembling, handicrafts and 
so on.

To read about AMRUT Scheme: click here

ATAL PENSION YOJANA (APY)

Direction: 
Government ‘core’ schemes are important

Context: 
As per the Ministry of Finance’s new direction, all in-
come-tax payers will not be eligible to join APY from 
October 1. 

About APY
Launched in 2015, it aimed at creating a universal so-
cial security system for all Indians ( esp. focused on the 
poor, under-privileged and workers in the unorganized 
sector). It has over 2 crore subscribers
• Eligibility: bank account holder in the age group of 

18 to 40 years
• Benefits: Minimum monthly pension of Rs 1000 to 

5000 per month after the age of 60 years. In case of 
death, the spouse will get a guaranteed pension for 
a lifetime. 

• Nodal agency: Pension Fund Regulatory and Devel-
opment Authority (PFRDA) (Statutory authority to 
administer the National Pension System (NPS), un-
der the Ministry of Finance)

• NPS is a government-sponsored pension scheme 
(launched in 2004) for government employees as 
well as any individual citizen of India (both resident 
and non-resident) in the age group of 18-65. 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2021/10/16/amrut-2-0/
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International News and Organization

ASEAN-INDIA FOREIGN MINIS-
TERS’ MEETING (AIFMM)

Context: 
30 years of India-ASEAN relations and 2022 has been 
designated as ASEAN-India friendship year. 

Direction: 
Those preparing for Mains this year, do keep a ready-
made note prepared on India-ASEAN relations. 

Areas of Cooperation: 
• Trade: Over 10% of India’s overall trade with ASE-

AN countries (India’s 4th largest trading partner)
• Forums: India is a member of the ASEAN Regional 

Forum (ARF), Mekong Ganga Cooperation. 
• Transport: India-Myanmar-Thailand Trilateral High-

ways, Kaladan Multi-modal Project.
• Security: India’s ‘Act East Policy’ and ‘Indo-Pacific 

Oceans Initiative (IPOI)’
• Military exercise: CORPAT (with Indonesia and Thai-

land); Samudra Shakti (Indonesia); SIMBEX (Singa-
pore)

• Socio-Cultural Cooperation:  Inviting ASEAN 
students to India, Special Training Course for ASEAN 
diplomats, Exchange of Parliamentarians, etc.

• East Asia Summit (EAS): First held in 2005, the 
summit is usually attended by the heads of state 
from ASEAN, Australia, China, India, Japan, New 
Zealand, Russia, South Korea, and the United States.

About: ASEAN (Est. 1967) is an inter-governmental 
organization of 10 countries aimed at promoting eco-
nomic growth and regional stability. 

PORCUPINE STRATEGY

Context: 
Taiwan is planning to use this strategy to fight back in 
case China attempts to occupy it by force

The “porcupine doctrine”, which was proposed in 2008 
by US Naval War College research professor William S 
Murray, is a strategy of asymmetric warfare focused on 
fortifying a weak state’s defences to exploit the enemy’s 
weaknesses rather than taking on its strengths.

It is about building defences that would ensure that Tai-
wan “could be attacked and damaged but not defeated, 
at least without unacceptably high costs and risks”.

UN SANCTIONS REGIME

Context:  
India has said to the UN that the credibility of the Unit-
ed Nations’ sanctions regime is at an “all-time low”. 
Double standards and continuing politicisation have 
rendered the credibility of the sanctions regime at an 
all-time low

Issues with the Sanction regime:
• Double standards: Some countries such as China, 

Pakistan, Afghanistan and the United Nations Secre-
tariat have adopted “selectivity” and “double stan-
dards” against terrorism.

• China: China’s decision to place a hold on terror list-
ings, the “glorification” of terror acts by the Paki-
stan Taliban regime in Afghanistan: It has provided 
shelter to terror groups, including ISIL-Khorasan 
which was behind the attacks on a Gurdwara in Ka-
bul.
 ◦ Frequent blocks and ‘technical holds’ placed 

by China in its attempts to add a number of ter-
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rorists to the UNSC-designated terrorist listings, 
including the top leadership of the LeT and the 
JeM based in Pakistan and Afghanistan.
 ▪ For E.g. China thwarted a more recent joint 

proposal by India and the U.S. to list LeT 
deputy chief Abdul Rahman Makki.

• UN Secretary-General’s report on terrorism: In its 
section on threats in Central and South Asia, re-
ferred only to ISIL-K, and not to the allied groups 
that target India.

• Pakistan: Dawood Ibrahim, crime syndicates turn-
ing to terror received “state hospitality” in a “neigh-
bouring country”, despite being listed by the UNSC.

Background:
• UNSC’s‘ sanctions regime’ against al-Qaeda and the 

Islamic State (ISIL), which was first put into place in 
the late 1990s and then updated as a part of the 
global war on terrorism. 

• UNSC 1267 Committee: It was established for the 
purpose of overseeing the implementation of sanc-
tions measures imposed on Taliban-controlled 
Afghanistan, but eventually its scope has been 
enlarged to include individuals as well as organiza-
tions.

What should be done: 
The practice of placing holds and blocks on listing re-
quests without giving any justification must end. All 
members of the UNSC should pronounce together in 
one voice, sooner rather than later, when it comes to 
this collective fight against international terrorism.

UN SANCTION: JEM DEPUTY 
CHIEF

Direction: 
This is in continuation of ”UN Sanction Regime”

Context: 
China has thwarted a joint India-U.S. bid to list 
Jaish-e-Mohammad (JeM) deputy chief Rauf Asghar as 
a UN Security Council-designated ‘Global Terrorist’ by 
placing a “technical hold” on the process.

Who is Rauf Asghar: He is the brother of JeM leader 
Masood Azhar, and is accused of masterminding a num-
ber of terror attacks from the IC-814 hijacking in 1999, 
the Parliament attack in 2001, as well as a number of 
attacks on security forces personnel from 2014-2019, 
including the strikes on the Air Force base in Pathankot, 

Army camps in Kathua, Nagrota, Sanjwan and other lo-
cations.
• He is arrested in Pakistan and convicted of terror 

financing charges.
• Mohammad (also called the Jaish-i-Mohammad) 

along with Rauf Asghar, Omar Saeed was convicted 
for the killing of American journalist Danny Pearl.

What does ‘technical hold’ mean?
• Beijing’s “technical hold”, which means the propos-

al cannot come up for another six months.
 ◦ China’s double standards: Its technical hold 

shows China is having “double standards” on 
terrorism and related activities.

Resolution 1267:
• Resolution 1267 provides for sanctions against 

individuals and entities that support or finance the 
acts or activities of ISIL, Al-Qaida, associated indi-
viduals, groups, undertakings and entities.
 ◦ LeT, JuD, Hafiz Saeed, Jaish-e-Mohammed and 

it’s head Masood Azharare listed under 1267.

Previously, the UN designated Jaish-e-Mohammad as 
a terrorist organisation in 2001 and Masood Azhar was 
only designated in 2019 as a ‘global terrorist’.
• Also, India and the US proposal to designate Ab-

dul Rehman Makki (brother-in-law of Hafiz Saeed, 
founder of Lashkar-e-Toiba) under the UN Securi-
ty Council Resolution 1267 were put on ‘technical 
hold’ by China.

UNIVERSAL POSTAL UNION

Direction: 
Amendments are not so important. Just read about 
UPU once. 

Context: 
Cabinet has approved the ratification of amendments 
to the Constitution of the Universal Postal Union(U-
PU).

About UPU:
• It is a UN specialized agency, established in 1874 by 

the Treaty of Bern (UPU Hq: Bern, Switzerland)
• Aim: For cooperation between postal sector in dif-

ferent countries. 
• Members: Currently 192 members (India became 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/08/11/mission-2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-11-august-2022/
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its member in 1876)
 ◦ Any member or non of the United Nations may 

become a member of the UPU, provided a 
non-members’ request is approved by at least 
two-thirds of the member countries of the UPU. 

TRANS-HIMALAYAN NETWORK 

Context: 
China and Nepal have agreed to build the so-called 
Trans-Himalayan Multi-Dimensional Connectivity Net-
work,

The network, under China’s Belt and Road initiative, will 
involve the building of railways and communication 
networks.

Other networks: 
The BCIM economic corridor aims to connect Kolk-
ata with Kunming, the capital of the Yunnan province 
through Myanmar and Bangladesh. It envisages the 
formation of a thriving economic belt, focusing on 
cross-border transport, energy and telecommunication 
networks.

UNMOGIP
Context:
•  U.N. Secretary-General Antonio Guterres has ap-

pointed Rear Admiral Guillermo Pablo Rios of Ar-
gentina as the Head of Mission and Chief Military 
Observer for the United Nations Military Observer 
Group in India and Pakistan (UNMOGIP), the office 

of the U.N. Secretary-General has announced.
• The latest announcement regarding the appoint-

ment of the Argentine naval figure to head the UN-
MOGIP however has come at a time when India and 
Argentina are warming up official level dialogue.

United Nations Military Observer Group in In-
dia and Pakistan (UNMOGIP):
• UNMOGIP emerged from U.N. Security Council 

Resolution 39 of January 1948 that set up the U.N. 
Commission for India and Pakistan (UNCIP). 

• The Karachi Agreement of July 1949 firmed up the 
role of UN-level military observers and permitted 
supervision of the Cease Fire Line established in 
Jammu and Kashmir.

• India officially maintains that the UNMOGIP’s role 
was “overtaken” by the Simla Agreement of 1972 
that established the Line of Control or the LoC 
which with “minor deviations” followed the earli-
er Cease Fire Line. 

• Pakistan however did not accept the Indian argu-
ment and continued to seek cooperation from the 
UNMOGIP. 
 ◦ As a result of these divergent policies, Pakistan 

continues to lodge complaints with the UNMO-
GIP against alleged Indian ceasefire violations.

 ◦ India has not officially gone to the UNMOGIP 
since 1972 with complaints against Pakistan.

• In view of the difference of opinion between the 
two contesting sides – India and Pakistan – the U.N. 
has maintained that the UNMOGIP could be dis-
solved only with a decision from the U.N. Security 
Council.

GS3
Economy

BHARAT BILL PAYMENT SYSTEM

Context: 
RBI has allowed BBPS to process cross-border “in-
bound” bill payments aimed at benefiting senior citi-
zens and families of persons who are dependent on re-
mittances from abroad. 

Till now, BBPS was accessible only to ‘residents in India’. 



www.insightsonindia.com50

BBPS: 
It is an interoperable platform for the standardized bill 
payment system, conceptualised by RBI and imple-
mented by the National Payments Corporation of 
India (NPCI).
 
NPCI: 
National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI) is an 
umbrella organization for all retail payments systems in 
India. It was set up with the guidance and support of 
the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) and the Indian Banks’ 
Association (IBA). NPCI has ten promoter banks.

START-UP INDIA SEED FUND 
SCHEME (SISFS)

• Aim:  Commerce and Industry ministry launched 
this scheme in 2021 to provide financial assistance 
to eligible startups (DPIIT chosen) through incuba-
tors for proof of concept, prototype development, 
product trials and commercialization. 

• Eligibility: A startup, recognized by DPIIT, incor-
porated not more than 2 years ago at the time 
of application and should not have received more 
than Rs. 10 lakhs of monetary support under any 
other Central or State Government scheme.

• Features: Grants of up to Rs. 5 crores to eligible 
incubators, they in turn will provide up to Rs. 20 
lakh (for proof of concept, prototype development, 
or product trials to startups) and up to Rs. 50 lakh 
(for market entry, commercialization, or scaling up) 
to eligible startups. 

About Startup India Initiative: Started in 2016, it envis-

ages building a robust Startup ecosystem in the coun-
try for nurturing innovation and providing opportuni-
ties to budding entrepreneurs. 

Other initiatives for startups: Startup Innovation Chal-
lenges, National Startup Awards, Ranking of States on 
Support to Startup Ecosystems, Shanghai Cooperation 
Organization Startup Forum, ‘Prarambh’ Summit.

CENTRE RELEASES ₹1.16 LAKH CR. 
TO STATES

Context: 
Central government released funds (double the usual 
amount) to help front-load State governments’ capital 
spending abilities in this financial year, after the expiry 
of the assured Goods and Services Tax (GST) compen-
sation to States from this July.

Front-loaded approach by the Centre: 
In order to incentivize States to increase their capital 
expenditure, to spur spending and growth.

States get revenue from the Center:
• Devolution (States’ share of taxes): As state›s 

share of taxes from the Gross Tax Revenue (extra-
budgetary)

• Scheme Related Transfer: As Centrally Sponsored 
Schemes from the Scheme Expenditure. (Based on 
Budget Allocations).

• Finance Commission Grants: As Transfer to States 
from the Transfers, Expenditure, and Other Expens-
es. (Based on Budget Allocations)

• Other Transfers: Other grants or loans. (Based on 
Budget Allocations)

15th Finance Commission’s recommended: 
• Vertical Devolution (Union to States): States’ share 

in the divisible pool of taxes to 41% for the five-year 
period starting 2021-22.

• Horizontal Devolution (allocation between the 
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states): The commission suggested 12.5% weightage 
to demographic performance, 45% to income, 15% 
each to population and area, 10% to forest and 
ecology and 2.5% to tax and fiscal efforts.

TECHNOLOGY INNOVATION HUBS 
(TIH)

Context: 
Joint India-US research projects will be implemented 
through TIH

Direction: Just go through it once. 

About TIH
• It comes under National Mission on Interdisciplin-

ary Cyber-Physical Systems (NM-ICPS) and is aimed 
at providing requisite infrastructure (testbeds and 
data sets), enabling collaboration (e.g. on AI and 
wireless) and encouraging exchange programmes.

NM-ICPS was launched in 2018 for 5 year period to en-
able academia-industry-government collaboration and 
provide technical support for CPS implementations. 

Activities under NM-ICPS are: Technology Develop-
ment; Human Resources and Skill development; Entre-
preneurship; Innovations and International Collabora-
tions. 

ONDC (OPEN NETWORK FOR DIG-
ITAL COMMERCE)

Context: 
Microsoft will onboard the Government led ONDC.

ONDC (launched by DPIIT) is aimed at decentralizing 
and democratizing digital commerce. It will allow small 
merchants and mom-and-pop stores in any part of the 
country to access consumers (similar to those done by 
Amazon and Flipkart ). 

It is an open-source platform and will work in e-com-
merce, similar to what UPI does in digital payment. In-
tegration of the platform will be provided by the Quali-
ty Council of India.  

Need for ONDC: 
There has been rising dominance of global players in 
India’s e-commerce, which makes the entry of smaller 
players difficult. ONDC eyes at transforming from an 
operator-driven platform-centric model to a facilita-
tor-driven interoperable open network model. 

BLUE BONDS

Context: 
SEBI has proposed the ‘blue bonds’ for sustainable fi-
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nance

About Blue bond
• It will be a debt instrument to support investments 

in healthy oceans and blue economies (i.e. use of 
ocean resources for economic growth)- sustainable 
exploitation of ocean resources, fishing, and ex-
tracting renewable energy. 

• It will catalyse progress towards SDG 14 (Life Below 
Water)

• UN Decade of Ocean Science for sustainable devel-
opment (2021-2030)

• First Blue Bond: the Republic of Seychelles, in 2018, 
was the first to come with a sovereign blue bond. 

Other similar types of bonds: Green Bond (used to 
fund projects that have positive environmental and/or 
climate benefits)

CHIT FUND
Direction: 
Go through it once.

Context: 
Recently, rates of GST on the chit funds have been 
raised from the earlier 12% to 18%. This may raise the 
borrowing cost and benefits out of the chit fund. 

About Chit Fund
• A chit fund is a close-ended group lending scheme. 

It is called ‘Chit Fund’ as a piece of paper is used 
for writing a bid amount, known as a chit. 

• Status: It doesn’t fall under the jurisdiction of 
the RBI but is a legal entity, registered with and reg-
ulated by, the state governments under the Chit 
Funds Act of 1982.

• Functioning: Each member contributes their share 
to the pool (fixed sum) and the lump-sum amount is 
given to the one-two win’s the bid or who is in need 

(but has to pay extra).
• Chit funds are the Indian versions of Rotating Sav-

ings and Credit Associations found across the globe.

Benefits: 
• Closed groups and known members make default 

highly unlikely. 
• A chit fund is a unique hybrid instrument that makes 

an individual a saver/lender instead of a borrower.
• Provide cheaper money in case of need or emer-

gency. 
• Credit for informal workers: Professional chit funds 

have served a segment of the Indian population 
that do not have stable income streams, proof of 
regular income, or collateral.

Ponzi Scheme:
• A Ponzi scheme is a form of fraud that lures investors 

and pays profits to earlier investors with funds from 
more recent investors.

• The scheme leads victims to believe that profits are 
coming from product sales or other means, and 
they remain unaware that other investors are the 
source of funds.

Unregulated Deposit Schemes Act 2019: It bans unreg-
ulated deposit schemes, other than deposits taken in 
the ordinary course of business, and protects the inter-
est of depositors.

MOVE TOWARDS PROTECTION-
ISM

Direction: 
Go through it once to understand the trajectory of eco-
nomic policy. Not so important. No need to remember 
facts.

Context: 
Data shows, that since 2018-19, the government has 
switched from liberalism to protectionism on account 
of its import substitution.
• Protectionism: the theory or practice of shielding a 

country’s domestic industries from foreign compe-
tition by taxing imports.

In the last two decades, there has been a trend to re-
duce customs duty (liberalization). However, since bud-
get 2018-19, the government changed policy and has 
since increased customs duty (protectionism) in order 
to further incentivise domestic value addition.
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The issue with such a policy: The government has used 
custom duties as a revenue-raising instrument. But, a 
central principle of public finance does not allow the 
customs duties to be used as a revenue instrument.
• Increases in customs duties should be strictly re-

served for the protection of new industries.

History of tariff setting in India
• British Era: Since 1882, Britain had followed a policy 

of complete free trade in India. 
• Indian Fiscal Commission of 1921-22 recommend-

ed that custom duty has a protective role to play, as 
initial protection is important to withstand foreign 
competition. It recommended the establishment of 
a tariff board for the grant of protective duties.

• First Tariff Board was appointed in 1923. It granted 
protection to the iron and steel industry. 

• After Independence, India tried to follow liberal 
policy, however, in face of the BOP crisis (1957-58), 
strict import licensing was adopted. In the 1970s, 
the licence-permit raj era was ushered in. It was 
only in the 1991 reform, that the government elim-
inated import licensing. 

ISSUES WITH THE GROWTH PAT-
TERN IN INDIA

Direction: 
Go through it once. No need to make notes. Although 
no direct Qn is expected but is important for holistic 
knowledge and elimination of options. 

Context: 
As India reaches 75 years of Independence, we look at 
the present development pattern with the national in-
come at the time of independence. 

Growth Pattern: 
• 1900-01 to 1946-47: National income growth was 

1% per annum.
 ◦ National Income: the total amount of money 

earned within a country.
• 1950-51 to 2019-20:  GDP has doubled every 14 

years and the GDP per capita has doubled every 24 
years.

• India’s rapid economic growth since 1980 has led to 
a substantial reduction in absolute poverty

Issues:
• Comparison with East or Southeast Asia econo-

mies: They have performed better than the Indian 
Economy. For example, the per capita income as a 
proportion of that of the world economy rose from 
12% to 18% for India, 13% to 87% for China, and 
10% to 35% for Indonesia.

• Growing equality: Economic growth in India has 
been associated with unequal outcomes that have 
created divides between regions, sectors, and 
people.

• Regional divide: Western and Southern India have 
developed more than the east and north of India.

• Widening gap between richer and poorer states.
• 1950-51 to 2019-20: the agricultural sector’s share 

in GDP fell from 58% to 15%.
• World Inequality Report 2021, estimated that the 

top 1% held as much as 33% of total wealth in India 
and the top 10% held 65% of total wealth.

Solutions: 
Economic growth can be transformed into meaning-
ful development only if it brings about an improve-
ment in the living conditions of people. It is essential 
to recognize that employment is not only a source of 
growth but also a means of mobilizing people, which is 
the most abundant resource for development in India.

REGULATING DIGITAL LENDING

Direction: 
Go through it once

Context: 
RBI has released guidelines to regulate digital lending 
based on the recommendation of the working group on 
‘digital lending’ (2021)

Definition: 
Digital Lending involves lending through web platforms 
or mobile apps, utilizing technology for authentication 
and credit evaluation.

Benefits of digital lending: 
• Ease of doing lending: Digital lenders disburse loans 

and collect repayments remotely through digital 
channels, such as bank accounts, e-commerce ac-
counts, or mobile wallets integrated with a partner 
(or) third party integration. 

• Transparency: These cashless channels improve op-
erational efficiency and reduce fraud by providing a 
clear audit trail.
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Need for regulation: There have been instances of 
breach of data, unfair business practices, frauds, wide-
spread defaults, digital unawareness and high-handed 
loan recovery practices by digital lenders.

Guidelines:
• No third party: All loan disbursals will be between 

the bank account of the borrower and RBI regulated 
digital lender. Any charge payable to the third party 
(such as lending service providers) will be paid by 
the lender (such as a bank) and not the borrower. 

• Only need-based data collection
• Only permitted entities by RBI or under other laws 

are allowed to lend. 
• In any digital loan, a standardized key fact state-

ment (KFS) must be provided to the borrower. 
• Regulated entities and the LSPs working with them 

must also have a nodal grievance redress officer
• The borrower must have the “right to forget” of col-

lected data. 

Related News

Digital Currency: As per UNCTAD, Indians were 7th (out 
of 20 global economies) in the use of digital currency. 
Only 7.3% of the population in India owned digital cur-
rency)

Fig: Process of digital lending

NATIONAL INTELLECTUAL PROP-
ERTY AWARENESS MISSION (NI-

PAM)

Context: 
NIPAM has till now imparted IP awareness training to 
over 1 million students.  

About NIPAM
It is aimed at imparting IP awareness and basic training 
for students (class 8 to 12) to inculcate the spirit of cre-
ativity and innovations. It was launched in 2021 as part 
of ‘Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav”. 

Definition: 
Intellectual property rights (IPR) are the rights given to 
persons over the creations of their minds: inventions, 
literary and artistic works, and symbols, names and im-
ages used in commerce. 

Nodal Agency: 
Intellectual Property Office ( under Ministry of Com-
merce and Industry)

National IPR Policy (adopted in 2016): 
It gave an institutional mechanism for the implementa-
tion of IPR. CIPAM (cell for IPR promotion and manage-
ment) is the implementation agency for National IPR 
Policy. 

Agriculture

PARVAZ MARKET LINKAGE 
SCHEME

Context: 
The government of Jammu & Kashmir launched the 
“PARVAZ Market Linkage Scheme”. This is an inno-
vative Market Linkage scheme, that has tremendous 
potential to uplift the economic conditions of farmers 
across Jammu and Kashmir.

Under the scheme, the government will provide a sub-
sidy of 25% on freight charges, in a bid to carry perish-
able fruits through Air Cargo. The subsidy will be pro-
vided to farmers through the Direct Benefit Transfer 
mode.
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AGRICULTURE MINISTER 
LAUNCHES INDIGENOUS VACCINE 

FOR LUMPY SKIN DISEASE

Context:
 Union Minister for Agriculture and Farmers Welfare, 
launched the indigenous vaccine Lumpi-ProVacInd to 
protect livestock from Lumpy Skin disease. 
• The vaccine has been developed by the National 

Equine Research Center, Hisar (Haryana) in collab-
oration with the Indian Veterinary Research Insti-
tute, Izzatnagar (Bareilly).

Lumpy skin disease (LSD)
• It is an infectious disease in cattle caused by a virus 

of the family Poxviridae, also known as the Neeth-
ling virus. 

• The disease is characterized by fever, enlarged su-
perficial lymph nodes and multiple nodules (mea-
suring 2–5 centimetres (1–2 in) in diameter) on the 
skin and mucous membranes (including those of 
the respiratory and gastrointestinal tracts).

• Infected cattle also may develop edematous swell-
ing in their limbs and exhibit lameness. 

• The virus has important economic implications 
since affected animals tend to have permanent 
damage to their skin, lowering the commercial val-
ue of their hide.

• Additionally, the disease often results in chronic 
debility, reduced milk production, poor growth, in-
fertility, abortion, and sometimes death.

RICE FORTIFICATION

Direction: 
Already covered it a few months back. Just read it once. 

Context: 
The government has been supplying fortified rice for 
one year.

Background: 
Government last year announced Fortified Rice would 
be used in every scheme of the Government of India 
throughout the country by 2024 in a phased manner.

Definition: 

Rice fortification is the process of adding fortified rice 
kernels (FRK) containing micronutrients such as – Iron, 
Vitamin B12 and Folic Acid- in the ratio of 1:100 (i.e. 1 
part micronutrients and 100 parts rice) at the time of 
milling.
• As per FSSAI norms: 1 kg fortified rice will contain 

iron (28 mg-42.5 mg), folic acid (75-125 microgram) 
and Vitamin B-12 (0.75-1.25 microgram).

Benefits: 
fortification of rice is a cost-effective and complemen-
tary strategy to increase vitamin and mineral content in 
diets. This will help in fighting high levels of malnutri-
tion in the country. 

Issues: 
Evidence of benefits of fortification are inconclusive; 
it could lead to ‘hypervitaminosis’ (high level of vita-
mins); dietary diversity is a much better alternative to 
fortification. 
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Science and Technology

VASCULITIS

Context: 
Actor Ashton Kutcher had a “weird, super rare form of 
vasculitis” two years ago that “knocked out” his vision, 
hearing, and “equilibrium”. He mentioned about it in a 
recent tweet.

Vasculitis is simply an inflammation of blood vessels.

Inflammation is the natural response of the body’s im-
mune system to any injury or infection, which in normal 
course can help the body fight invading germs. How-
ever, in vasculitis, the body’s immune system turns on 
healthy blood vessels, causing them to swell up and 
narrow down.

NOVEL LANGYA HENIPAVIRUS

Context: 
Cases of a novel Langya henipavirus (LayV) have been 
reported in Shandong and Henan provinces of China.

The newly discovered virus is a “phylogenetically dis-
tinct Henipavirus”, according to a recent study — A 
Zoonotic Henipavirus in Febrile Patients in China — 
published in The New England Journal of Medicine.

Nipah and Hendra virus also belong to the same ge-
nus, henipavirus, from the Paramyxoviridae family. 
Paramyxoviridae is a family of single-stranded Ribonu-
cleic acid (RNA) viruses that cause different types of vi-
ral infections. 

These viruses are found in bats, rodents and shrews 
and are known to infect humans and potentially cause 
fatal diseases.

There is currently no vaccination or therapy for the 
Langya virus, hence the primary option is supportive 
care to treat zoonotic disease complications.

https://indianexpress.com/article/world/uk-coronavirus-tracker-region-wise-cases-and-deaths-6373786/
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SSLV
Context: 
Recently, SSLV-D1 placed the satellites into a 356x76 km 
elliptical orbit instead of the 356-km circular orbit, mak-
ing the satellite unusable. 

About SSLV
The SSLV (Small Satellite Launch Vehicle) is the small-
est vehicle (110tn) aimed at launching small satellites 
into Earth’s low orbits.
• It is a three-stage all-solid vehicle with the capacity 

to launch a 500kg satellite into a 500 km Low earth 
orbit and 300kg into a Sun-synchronous Orbit.

Benefits: 
Low cost, with low turn-around time, flexibility in ac-
commodating multiple satellites, launch on-demand 
feasibility, minimal launch infrastructure requirements, 
etc.

NSIL: 
ISRO commercial arm, New Space India Limited 
(NSIL) will mass-produce and manufacture the SSLV and 

the more powerful PSLV in partnership with the private 
sector in India through technology transfers.

ELECTROMAGNETIC FIELD(EMF) 
EMISSIONS

Direction: Go through it once

Context: 
Several steps taken by the government to reduce Elec-
tromagnetic Field(EMF) Emissions.

EMF: 
They are invisible areas of energy, often referred to as 
Radiation, that is associated with the use of electrical 
power and various forms of natural and man-made 
lighting.

Sources: 
Natural Sources (such as thunderstorms, and the earth’s 
magnetic field) and Human-made sources (such as 
medical equipment using static fields (e.g. MRI), wire-
less, telecommunications and broadcasting equipment)

Issues: 
Above certain levels of radiation, EMF emissions can be 
harmful to health and affect the human body as well 
as that of animals in different ways depending on their 
frequency.

Government steps:
• EMF emissions from mobile towers (they are 

non-ionizing Radio frequencies and not danger-
ous): Electromagnetic Field (EMF) emissions norms 
from mobile towers in India are already ten times 
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more stringent (even lower) than the safe limits rec-
ommended by WHO.

• Monitoring of EMF emissions:  Telecom Service 
Providers(TSPs) are to adhere to the prescribed 
norms including the submission of a self-certificate 
before the commercial start of the Base Transceiver 
Station (BTS) site.

• EMF audit by the field units of the Department of 
Telecommunications (DoT) 

• Penalty and shut down of services if found non-com-
pliant. 

• 

LOW ALTITUDE ESCAPE MOTOR 
(LEM)

Context: 
ISRO successfully carried out the test-firing of the Low 
Altitude Escape Motor (LEM) of the Crew Escape 
System, from Sriharikota, Andhra Pradesh for the Ga-
ganyaan Project.

The Crew Escape System (CES) takes away the Crew 
module of the Gaganyaan mission in case of any even-
tuality and rescues the astronauts. In case of mis-
sion-abort during the initial phase of flight, LEM pro-
vides the required thrust to CES, to take away Crew 
Module from the launch vehicle.

The LEM is a distinctive special purpose solid rocket 
motor with four reverse flow nozzles and generates a 
maximum sea level thrust of 842 kN (nominal) with a 
burn time of 5.98 seconds (nominal).

DRUGS SHORTAGE HAUNTS THE 
HIV-POSITIVE COMMUNITY

Context: 
People Living with HIV (PLHIV) are facing an acute 
shortage of life-saving drugs, say protesters who have 
been camping outside the National AIDS Control Organ-
isation (NACO) office in the capital for over 15 days now. 
• As an interim measure, certain State AIDS Control 

Societies also procured small quantities of the drugs 
locally.

• But a quality test revealed that some drugs did not 
meet the quality standards prescribed by the Drugs 
and Cosmetics Act and Rules, raising concerns 
about substandard drugs entering the supply chain

About NACO:
NACO, functioning under the Ministry of Health and 
Family Welfare, is a nodal agency responsible for over-
looking and coordinating activities of the National AIDS 
Control Program (NACP).

HIV drugs:
• Dolutegravir 
• Lopinavir
• Ritonavir
• Abacavir

Antiretroviral therapy:
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GENES THAT CAN INCREASE 
DROUGHT RESISTANCE IN 

PLANTS

Context: 
Recent study shows that African ‘orphan’ crop varieties 
help plants battle high temperatures.

Orphan crops are nutritious local food crops that could 
play a crucial role in combating hunger. These crops 
are not traded internationally but have adapted them-
selves to grow in harsh weather conditions.

African Orphan Crops Consortium (AOCC), works to 
address food security on the continent. The consortium 
had identified genes that were high temperature tol-
erant, had increased salinity adaptability and had low 
water requirements that provided essential nutrition.
This might be a solution to growing concerns of climate 
change hampering crop productivity.

Examples of Orphan Crops are buckwheat [Fagopy-
rum esculentum], quinoa [Chenopodium quinoa]), root 
crops (e.g., cassava [Manihot esculenta], sweet potato 
[Ipomoea batatas], and yam [Dioscorea spp.]), and le-
gumes.

EXTREMELY AGED REMNANT OF 
GALAXIES

Direction: 
Understand the process of evolution of the earth.

Context: 
A team of Indian astronomers from Pune have discov-
ered extremely aged remnant fossil ‘lobes’ of a radio 
galaxy that had become active about 260 million years 
ago.

Radio Galaxies: 
A radio galaxy is a galaxy with giant regions of radio 
emission extending well beyond its visible structure. 
These energetic radio lobes are powered by jets from 
their active galactic nucleus.

Phenomena: 
Each massive galaxy of stars contained a supermassive 
black hole in its core, which produces jets of charged 
particles in two opposite directions, once it is active. 
This relativistic plasma blows huge volumes into the 
surrounding space, called ‘lobes’, having emerged from 
the tip of the jet. 
• Such radio fossils can still be detected with large 

radio telescopes like the Giant Metrewave Radio 
Telescope (GMRT), from distances of billions of 
light years.

Significance: 
Studying such relics or fossil lobes reveal how much en-
ergy was pumped into these fossil lobes. The study of 
such radio galaxies and their giant fossil lobes help us 
find the evolutionary history of the universe.
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Environment

INDIAN VIRTUAL HERBARIUM

Context:
It is the biggest database of the country’s flora.

Developed by scientists of the Botanical Survey of In-
dia (BSI), the Indian Virtual Herbarium was inaugurated 
by the Union Minister of Environment Forest and Cli-
mate Change.

Each record in the digital herbarium includes an image 
of the preserved plant specimen, scientific name, col-
lection locality, collection date, collector name, and 
barcode number. The digital herbarium also includes 
features to extract the data State-wise and users can 
search plants of their own States which will help them 
to identify regional plants and in building regional 
checklists.

GREAT BARRIER REEF

Context: 
According to the Australian Institute of Marine Science 
(AIMS) report, the highest levels of coral cover within 
the past 36 years have been recorded in the northern 
and central parts of Australia’s Great Barrier Reef (GBR).

GBR:  
It is the world’s largest and longest coral reef system. It 
is located in Australia.  It is a World Heritage Area since 
1981 (the world’s first reef ecosystem to be recognised 
by UNESCO). It is home to 400 types of coral, 1500 spe-
cies of fish and 4000 types of molluscs. 

Definition: 
Corals are marine invertebrates or animals which do 
not possess a spine (phylum Cnidaria). They are the larg-

est living structures on the planet. 

• A coral reef is an underwater ecosystem charac-
terized by reef-building corals. Reefs are formed of 
colonies of coral polyps held together by calcium 
carbonate. 

• Coral Bleaching: Coral bleaching is the process 
when corals become white due to various stressors, 
such as changes in temperature, light, or nutrients. 
Bleaching occurs when coral polyps expel the algae 
that live inside their tissue, causing the coral to turn 
white. GBR has faced several mass coral bleach-
ing in the recent past (including the recent one in 
March 2022)

• Importance of Corals: Coral reefs support over 25% 
of marine biodiversity even though corals occupy 
only 1% of the seafloor. Coral reef systems gener-
ate $2.7 trillion in annual economic value through 
goods and service trade and tourism and other live-
lihood activities. 

BHITARKANIKA NATIONAL PARK

Context: 
Experts on saltwater crocodiles say the park has 
reached a saturation point, which could prove to be a 
big problem if not addressed properly.

Bhitarkanika National Park, the second-largest man-
grove forest in India after the Sundarbans, is known 
for a successful saltwater crocodile conservation pro-
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gramme

It was found that crocodiles have killed as many as 50 
people since 2012 in and around the park, while 25 
crocodiles died during the same time after entering hu-
man settlements or getting caught in fishing nets.

ECOSTRESS

Context: 
NASA’s ECOsystem and Spaceborne Thermal Radiome-
ter Experiment on Space Station (ECOSTRESS) are help-
ing in understanding the pattern and reasons behind 
wildfires.

About:
It is a multiple wavelength imaging spectrometers to 
study the effectiveness of water use by vegetation, the 
water stress and their ability to adapt to a warming 
climate. By measuring the rate of release of water by 
plants, the intensity of coming wildfires can be mea-
sured. 

A spectrometer is an optical instrument used to mea-
sure the properties of light over a specific portion of the 
electromagnetic spectrum.

Species in News

PORTULACA OLERACEA

Context: 
Scientists integrated two metabolic pathways to pro-
duce a novel type of photosynthesis that enables the 
weed to withstand drought while remaining highly 
productive.

A common weed and succulent— Portulaca olera-
cea, commonly known as purslane, offers important 
clues about creating drought-tolerant crops in a world 
beset by climate change.

Purslane has the evolutionary adaptations that help it 
to be both highly productive and drought tolerant, an 
unlikely combination for a plant.

Other uses: Portulaca oleracea has been used as a folk 
medicine in many countries, acting as a febrifuge, anti-
septic, and vermifuge.
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WORLD LION’S DAY

Context: 
August 10 is celebrated as world Lion’s day

Direction: 
Just go through it once

Significance: 
Over the course of five decades, the global lion popula-
tion has decreased by about 95%, necessitating a need 
to work towards its conservation, which World Lion Day 
emphasises on.
• Increase public awareness of the threats they face, 

protect their natural habitat, and build more habi-
tats.

About Lion (Panthera Leo)
• Lions are the second-largest cats after tigers. They 

live in groups (called Pride). 
• The lion is an apex and keystone predator
• IUCN Status: Asiatic lion: Endangered while African 

Lion: Vulnerable 
• India: Gir Forest (Gujarat) is home to the only wild 

population of lions outside of Africa. The popula-
tion of the lion has continuously expanded in India ( 
from 523 to 674 ( between 2015 and 2020))

• Difference between Male and females: Males have 
a thick mane of hair around their head while fe-
males don’t have it.

• Difference between Asiatic and African lion: The 
male Asiatic lion has a relatively short, sparse and 
darker mane compared to the fuller mane of the Af-
rican lion. The most distinguishing characteristic of 
the Asiatic lion is the longitudinal fold of skin that 
runs along its belly.

ELEPHANT

Direction: 
It is important for prelims. Do keep a note of the fea-
tures of prominent animals. 

Context: 
World Elephant Day on August 12 to raise awareness 
about the plight of elephants and the need to protect 
them. 
• History: World Elephant Day was co-founded by 

Patricia Sims, a Canadian film-maker, with the El-
ephant Reintroduction Foundation of Thailand, an 
initiative of HM Queen Sirikit in 2012.

• Numbers: As per the 2017 count there are near-
ly 30000 elephants in India (an increase from the 
2012 count)

• Nature: The animals are highly intelligent creatures, 
similar to apes and dolphins, and are capable of 
showing emotions such as empathy, grief, and com-
passion. 

• Among Asian elephants, the Indian elephant is the 
most widespread, Sri Lankan is the largest and Su-
matran is the smallest. 

• Concerns: Escalation of poaching, Habitat loss, Hu-
man-elephant conflict (1,578 people died of ele-
phant attacks in India between 2019-20 and 2021-
22), Mistreatment in captivity.

Steps Taken: 
• New Elephant Reserves:  E.g. Mysuru and Dandeli 

elephant reserves in Karnataka.
• Allowing grass for elephants to grow: By cleaning 

areas from invasive species such as lantana and eu-
patorium

• Gaj Yatra: Awareness campaign to protect ele-
phants.

• MIKE programme (The Monitoring the Illegal Kill-
ing of Elephants (MIKE) programme, 2003): It is an 
international collaboration for elephant protection. 

• Project Elephant ( centrally sponsored scheme, 
1992): To protect elephants and their habitats.

• SC: Animal have rights of passage and it asked for 
closure of nearby resorts on the Nilgiris Elephant 
Corridors. 

• India houses about 60% of all Asian elephants. The 
number of elephant reserves has risen in the last 8 
years.
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Prelims Link
Q.With reference to Indian elephants, consider 
the following statements: (UPSC 2020)
1. The leader of an elephant group is a female.
2. The maximum gestation period can be 22 months.
3. An elephant can normally go on calving till the age 

of 40 years only.
4. Among the States in India, the highest elephant 

population is in Kerala.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 and 4 only
(c) 3 only
(d) 1, 3 and 4 only
Answer: A

ONGOLE BREED OF CATTLE

Direction: 
Just go through it once. Not so important

Context: 
High price of Petro/Diesel have led to farmers prefer-
ring native breed for draught. 

Ongole breed of cattle had remained indispensable 
native breed for all farm operations for centuries in 
Prakasam district of Andhra Pradesh in view of their 
draught power. 
• Health benefits: Ongole ‘A2 cow milk’ fetches a 

premium price of over ₹150 per litre as it enables 

consumers to build immunity against viral and oth-
er diseases. The continuing incidence of coronavirus 
has also led to a spurt in demand for A2 cow milk

• High International Demand: The Ongole breed of 
cattle is much in demand in Brazil and other coun-
tries with a significant pastoral economy as the an-
imals have qualities of heat tolerance, resistance to 
diseases and ability to survive under extreme cli-
matic conditions.

Defence

LIVE-FIRE EXERCISES

Context:
In a massive show of strength, China began its live-fire 
exercise near Taiwan by launching at least 11 ballistic 
missiles into the country’s coast, after US House 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi visited Taiwan.

About: 
Live-fire exercises are exercises primarily used by mil-
itary personnel, in which live ammunition is used to 
create training conditions that are as close to real 
combat scenarios as possible. Live-fire exercises are 
also used by law enforcement and firefighters as a form 
of field training, to train them to act calmly in real-life 
emergency situations in the future.

It also involves testing the effectiveness of vehicles, 
weapon platforms and weapons systems (such as in-
tercontinental ballistic missiles, cruise missiles, and 
anti-aircraft weapons), so that any design flaws can be 
resolved before the weapons are fully operational.
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OPERATION ‘SKYLIGHT’

Context: 
Indian Army tested the operational readiness of its sat-
ellite-based systems under this operation.

Definition: ‘Satellite-based Systems’ provide communi-
cation facilities to military’s ground and air-based sys-
tems. It also acts as a backup in case terrestrial connec-
tivity is disrupted.  

Why the need: Currently, Army doesn’t have a dedicat-
ed satellite system (unlike Air-force and Navy). GSAT-7B 
satellite will be launched for use by Army. 
• GSAT-7 series of the satellite is meant for defence 

services.

AGM-88 HARM

Context: 
The US announced it has sent AGM-88 Harm missiles to 
Ukraine, designed to track and destroy radar systems — 
a move that could significantly boost countermeasures 
against Russian air defences.

Direction: 
Don’t overthink over such technology or armed exercis-
es. High Effort little benefit. Just read it once.  

According to the Federation of American Scientists’ 
Military Analysis Network, the AGM-88 HARM (high-
speed antiradiation missile) is a supersonic air-to-sur-
face tactical missile designed to seek and destroy ene-
my radar-equipped air defence systems. The AGM-88 
can detect, attack, and destroy a target with minimum 
aircrew input.

HIM DRONE-E-THON PRO-
GRAMME

Context: 
Him Drone-e-thon Programme was recently unveiled by 
the Indian Army, in association with the Drone Federa-
tion of India.

The programme was launched in line with “make in In-
dia in defence manufacturing”. It aims to catalyse and 
provide focused opportunities for the Indian drone eco-
system, in a bid to build drone capabilities for meeting 
the needs of Indian troops at the frontline.

The ‘Him Drone-a-thon’ is a pan-India programme. It 
seeks to connect all the stakeholders including indus-
try, software developers, academia, and drone product 
manufacturers.

EX VAJRA PRAHAR 2022

Context: 
A joint exercise between the special forces (13th edi-
tion) of India and the US began in Himachal Pradesh’s 
Bakloh. 

Aim: 
The drill aims to improve interoperability between the 
special forces of both the countries

Other Exercises of India with the USA: Exercise Yudh 
Abhyas (Army); Cope India (Air Force); Red Flag (USA’s 
multilateral air exercise); Malabar Exercise (trilateral 
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naval exercise of India, USA and Japan).

BUTTERFLY MINE

The UK Ministry of Defence, in its intelligence assess-
ment of the ongoing war in Ukraine, has sounded an 
alarm on the possible use of the PFM-1 series ‘Butter-
fly Mines’ by the Russian military in Donetsk and Kra-
matorsk.

The PFM-1 and PFM-1S are two kinds of anti-personnel 
landmines that are commonly referred to as ‘Butterfly 
mines’ or ‘Green Parrots’. These names are derived 
from the shape and colour of the mines. The main dif-
ference between the PFM-1 and PFM-1S mine is that 
the latter comes with a self-destruction mechanism 
which gets activated within one to 40 hours.

SUPER GARUDA SHIELD EXERCIS-
ES

Direction: 
Glance through it once. Don’t overthink such exercises.

Context: 
The United States, Indonesia, Australia, Japan and Sin-
gaporean militaries have begun annual joint combat ex-
ercises on Indonesia’s Sumatra Island.

Concerns: 
The expanded drills are seen by China as a threat. Chi-
nese state media have accused the U.S. of building an 
Indo-Pacific alliance, similar to NATO, as a means to in-

tentionally provoke conflict.

About Super Garuda Shield
• Began in 2009
• Aim: It is designed to strengthen interoperability, 

capability, trust and cooperation in support of a free 
and open Indo-Pacific.

Garuda Shakti Exercise: Garuda Shakti is a bilateral ex-
ercise between the special forces of the armies of India 
and Indonesia.

Miscellaneous
CHEVALIER DE LA LEGION OF 

D’HONNEUR

French Government’s highest civilian award “Chevalier 
de la Legion d’Honneur” was presented to Congress 
leader Shashi Tharoor. This honour is being conferred 
to him because he delivered a speech in French in 2021. 
Shashi Tharoor had also received a similar honour “the 
‘Encomienda de la Real Order Espanola de Carlos III”, by 
the Spanish Government in 2010.

• Legion of Honour is a French order of merit.
• Napoleon Bonaparte set up the honour in 1802.
• This honour is conferred for excellent civil or mili-

tary conduct.
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Our founder & director, Vinay Sir, with 120 toppers of UPSC CSE-2021 
at the Felicitation Ceremony conducted at Bengaluru.
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