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INSTA CURRENT AFFAIRS QUIZ
1. Economy

1) The total market value of all finished goods and services produced within a country in a set time period is
a) Gross national product (GNP)
b) Gross National Income (GNI)
c) Gross Domestic product (GDP)
d) Gross Value Added (GVA)

Solution: c)

GDP is the total market value of all finished goods and services produced within a country in a set time period.
GNI is the total income received by the country from its residents and businesses regardless of whether they are
located in the country or abroad.

GNP includes the income of all of a country's residents and businesses whether it flows back to the country or is

spent abroad. It also adds subsidies and taxes from foreign sources.

2) Consider the following statements
1. The Laffer Curve is an economic concept that states that inflation and unemployment have a stable and
inverse relationship.
2. The Phillips curve is an economic concept developed to show the relationship between tax rates and
the amount of tax revenue collected by governments.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: d)

The Phillips curve is an economic concept developed by A. W. Phillips stating that inflation and unemployment
have a stable and inverse relationship.

The Laffer Curve is a theory developed by supply-side economist Arthur Laffer to show the relationship between
tax rates and the amount of tax revenue collected by governments. The curve is used to illustrate Laffer’s
argument that sometimes-cutting tax rates can increase total tax revenue.

3) Consider the following statements regarding Anti-dumping duty.
1. Anti-dumping measures are taken to ensure fair trade for domestic industries.
2. Anti-dumping duty is meant for level playing field between domestic producers of a product and
foreign producers of the same product who can afford to sell it at a lower price because of the subsidy
they receive from their government.
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect?
a) Lonly
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: b)

e Anti-dumping duty is different from countervailing duty. The countervailing duty is imposed in order to
counter the negative impact of import subsidies to protect domestic producers.

e Countervailing Duties (CVDs) are tariffs levied on imported goods to offset subsidies made to producers of
these goods in the exporting country.
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e CVDs are meant to level the playing field between domestic producers of a product and foreign producers
of the same product who can afford to sell it at a lower price because of the subsidy they receive from their
government.

e Anti-dumping duty is a customs duty on imports providing a protection against the dumping of goods at
prices substantially lower than the normal value whereas Countervailing duty is a customs duty on goods that
have received government subsidies in the originating or exporting country.

e Anti-dumping measures are taken to ensure fair trade and provide a level playing field to the domestic
industry.

4) Special Drawing Rights (SDR) can be used to
1. Supplement IMF member countries’ official reserves.
2. Settle Balance of Payment transactions
3. Fund infrastructure projects
Select the correct answer code:
a)1,3
b) 1,2
c)2,3
d 1,23

Solution: b)

The SDR is neither a currency nor a claim on the IMF. Rather, it is a potential claim on the freely usable currencies
of IMF members. SDRs can be exchanged for these currencies. It cannot be used to fund infrastructure projects
as it is not a currency. Same goes for settling domestic financial bills of the government.

SDR allocations can play a role in providing liquidity and supplementing member countries’ official reserves.

IMF member countries can borrow SDRs from its reserves at favourable interest rates, mostly to adjust
their balance of payments to favourable positions.

5) Consider the following statements.

1. RBI raise the cost of money as well as cut down the amount of money in the financial system to control
retail inflation.

2. Since Jan 2019, retail inflation in India has been above the RBI’s target rate of 4%.

3. The Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) of the RBI sits once every two months to review its policy
stance.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a) Lonly

b)1,3

c)1,2

d)2,3

Solution: b)

RBI will raise the cost of money (that is, raise the interest rate) as well as cut down the amount of money in the
financial system (that is, curb the liquidity) in a bid to control retail inflation.
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Retail Inflation: RBI's target (4%) vs Actual
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The Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) of the RBI sits once every two months — typically in February, April,
June, August, October and December — to review its policy stance. Once in a while, in times of emergency, as it
happened in early 2020 when Covid broke, the RBI meets off-cycle and announces a tweak to its policy stance.

Source

6) Internationalization of Rupee would mean

1. Paying in rupees both for imports and exports

2. Repaying in rupees for the bonds issued globally

3. Accumulating Indian rupee as a reserve currency all over the world by the central banks
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a)l,2

b)1,3

c)2,3

d)1,2,3

Solution: d)

Internationalisation of Rupee means the following:

1. When Indians import, they should be able to pay in rupees

2. When they export, they should accept payments in rupees

3. when they issue bonds globally, they should be able to repay in rupee regardless of the fact that they
borrowed in foreign currency

4. All over the world individuals, companies and central banks should accumulate Indian rupee as a
reserve currency because of its global demand.

7) Which of the following forms the part of assets of any bank?
1. Loans
2. Reserves
3. Deposits
Select the correct answer code:
a) 1only
b)1,2
1,23
d)2,3

Solution: b)

Assets are things a firm owns or what a firm can claim from others. In case of a bank, apart from buildings,
furniture, etc., its assets are loans given to public.
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Reserves are deposits which commercial banks keep with the Central bank, Reserve Bank of India (RBI) and its
cash. These reserves are kept partly as cash and partly in the form of financial instruments (bonds and treasury
bills) issued by the RBI. Reserves are similar to deposits we keep with banks. We keep deposits and these
deposits are our assets, they can be withdrawn by us. Similarly, commercial banks like State Bank of India (SBI)
keep their deposits with RBI and these are called Reserves.

Assets = Reserves + Loans

Liabilities for any firm are its debts or what it owes to others. For a bank, the main liability is the deposits which
people keep with it.

8) Hike in Repo rate might lead to Increase in which of the following?
1. Repo-linked lending rates
2. Minimum cost of funds based lending rates (MCLR)
3. Equated monthly instalments of existing borrowers
Select the correct answer code:
a) lonly
b) 1,2
1,3
di,23

Solution: d)

The Repo rate hike will force banks and non-banking finance companies to increase repo-linked lending rates and
minimum cost of funds based lending rates (MCLR) further. This is because the cost of funds of banks will rise
with the Repo rate hike. The net result will be a further rise in equated monthly instalments (EMiIs) of existing
borrowers. Moreover, new home, vehicle and personal loans will also become costlier. Analysts also say
consumption and demand can be impacted by the Repo rate hike.

Source

9) Consider the following statements.
1. The responsibility of conducting monetary policy is explicitly mandated under the Reserve Bank of India
Act, 1934.
2. The primary objective of monetary policy is to maintain price stability without worrying about growth.
3. The flexible inflation targeting framework by RBI has statutory basis.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1only
b)1,3
1,2
c)2,3

Solution: b)

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) is vested with the responsibility of conducting monetary policy. This
responsibility is explicitly mandated under the Reserve Bank of India Act, 1934.

The primary objective of monetary policy is to maintain price stability while keeping in mind the objective of
growth. Price stability is a necessary precondition to sustainable growth.

In May 2016, the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) Act, 1934 was amended to provide a statutory basis for the
implementation of the flexible inflation targeting framework.

Source

10) Consider the following statements.
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1. The RBI Act provides for the inflation target to be set by the Government of India, in consultation with
the Reserve Bank, once in every four years.

2. The Monetary Policy Framework aims at setting the repo rate based on an assessment of the current
and evolving macroeconomic situation.

3. Repo rate changes transmit through the money market to the entire financial system, which in turn,
influences aggregate demand.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a)l,2

b)1,3

c)2,3

d) 3 only

Solution: ¢)

The amended RBI Act also provides for the inflation target to be set by the Government of India, in consultation
with the Reserve Bank, once in every five years. Accordingly, the Central Government notified in the Official
Gazette 4 per cent Consumer Price Index (CPI) inflation as the target for the period from August 5, 2016 to March
31, 2021 with the upper tolerance limit of 6 per cent and the lower tolerance limit of 2 per cent. On March 31,
2021, the Central Government retained the inflation target and the tolerance band for the next 5-year period —
April 1, 2021 to March 31, 2026.

The amended RBI Act explicitly provides the legislative mandate to the Reserve Bank to operate the monetary
policy framework of the country.

The Monetary Policy Framework aims at setting the policy (repo) rate based on an assessment of the current
and evolving macroeconomic situation; and modulation of liquidity conditions to anchor money market rates at
or around the repo rate. Repo rate changes transmit through the money market to the entire the financial
system, which, in turn, influences aggregate demand — a key determinant of inflation and growth.

Source

11) Consider the following statements regarding Directorate General of Trade Remedies (DGTR).
1. Directorate General of Trade Remedies is the apex national authority under the Ministry of Finance for
administering all trade remedial measures including anti-dumping, countervailing duties and safeguard measures.
2. In India, tariffs are imposed on dumped products to provide a level-playing field to domestic
manufacturers, only after a thorough investigation by DGTR.
3. DGTR provides support to the domestic industry and exporters in dealing with trade remedy
investigations instituted against them by other countries.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a)1,2
b) 2 only
1,23
d)2,3

Solution: d)

National Authority for imposition of Anti-dumping Duty:

e The anti-dumping duty was imposed after the Directorate General of Trade Remedies (DGTR) probe.

e Directorate General of Trade Remedies is the apex national authority under the Ministry of Commerce and
Industry for administering all trade remedial measures including anti-dumping, countervailing duties and
safeguard measures.

e |t provides trade defence support to the domestic industry and exporters in dealing with increasing
instances of trade remedy investigations instituted against them by other countries.

e According to global trade norms, including the World Trade Organization (WTO) regime, a country is allowed
to impose tariffs on such dumped products to provide a level-playing field to domestic manufacturers.
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e The duty is imposed only after a thorough investigation by a quasi-judicial body, such as DGTR, in India.

12) Consider the following statements.

1. An economy is said to have K-shaped recovery, when some sectors/ sections of the economy have
registered a very fast recovery, while many are still struggling.

2. At present, Private consumption expenditure in India accounts for less than 10 percent of overall GDP.
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect?

a) lonly

b) 2 only

c) Both1and 2

d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: b)

K-shaped recovery: It means that while some sectors/ sections of the economy have registered a very fast
recovery, many are still struggling.

Private consumption expenditure is the biggest engine of GDP growth in India. It accounts for over 55% of all
GDP. If this component remains weak, sustained recovery in GDP will not be possible.

13) Consider the following statements regarding RTGS System.

1. RTGS is an electronic fund transfer system in which the transactions received up to a particular time are
processed in batches.

2. The RTGS payments are final and irrevocable.

3. The RTGS system is primarily meant for large value transactions.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a)l,2

b) 2 only

c)2,3

di1,3

Solution: ¢)

The acronym 'RTGS' stands for Real Time Gross Settlement, which can be explained as a system where there is
continuous and real-time settlement of fund-transfers, individually on a transaction by transaction basis. 'Real
Time' means the processing of instructions at the time they are received; 'Gross Settlement' means that the
settlement of funds transfer instructions occurs individually.

Considering that the funds settlement takes place in the books of the Reserve Bank of India, the payments are
final and irrevocable.

RTGS is available 24x7x365 with effect from December 14, 2020.

The RTGS system is primarily meant for large value transactions. The minimum amount to be remitted through
RTGS is X 2,00,000/- with no upper or maximum ceiling.

14) Consider the following statements.
1. The present GST structure has five tax rates.
2. The cess on demerit and luxury items vary upto 96% of the tax rate applicable on those items.
3. Almost 50% of the consumption items included in the consumer price index are exempted from GST.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a)2,3
b) 2 only
1,2
di1,3
www.insightsonindia.com 7 ‘.’
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Solution: a)

It is very well acknowledged that the structure of GST requires significant reforms. Notably, almost 50% of the
consumption items included in the consumer price index are in the exemption list; broadening the base of the
tax requires significant pruning of these items.

The present structure is far too complicated with four main rates (5%, 12%, 18% and 28%). This is in addition to
special rates on precious and semi-precious stones and metals and cess on ‘demerit’ and luxury items at rates
varying from 15% to 96% of the tax rate applicable.

15) Consider the following statements regarding prepaid payment instruments (PPls).

1. Prepaid payment instruments (PPls) are payment instruments that facilitate the buying of goods and
services, including the transfer of funds and remittances, against the value stored within the instrument.

2. PPIs are in the form of smart cards, mobile wallets and magnetic chips.

3. As per the regulations, NBFCs cannot issue PPIs.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a)l,2

b) 1 only

1,3

d)2,3

Solution: a)

e The RBI defines prepaid payment instruments (PPls) as payment instruments that facilitate the buying of
goods and services, including the transfer of funds, financial services, and remittances, against the value
stored within or on the instrument.

e PPIs are in the form of payment wallets, smart cards, mobile wallets, magnetic chips, vouchers, etc.

e As per the regulations, banks and NBFCs can issue PPlIs.

Source

16) Consider the following statements regarding SARFAESI Act
1. The SARFAESI Act empowers banks and other financial institutions to directly auction residential or
commercial properties that have been pledged with them to recover loans from borrowers.
2. Before this Act took effect, financial institutions had to take recourse to civil suits in the courts to
recover their dues.
3. One of the major features of the Act is that it is applicable to unsecured creditors also.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) Lonly
b)1,2
1,3
d)2,3

Solution: b)

The SARFAESI Act was passed on December 17, 2002, in order to lay down processes to help Indian lenders
recover their dues quickly. The SARFAESI Act essentially empowers banks and other financial institutions to
directly auction residential or commercial properties that have been pledged with them to recover loans from
borrowers. Before this Act took effect, financial institutions had to take recourse to civil suits in the courts to
recover their dues, which is a lengthy and time-consuming process.

One of the major drawbacks of the Act is that it is not applicable to unsecured creditors.
This and other drawbacks in the recovery mechanisms were plugged in the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code,
2016.

@

www.insightsonindia.com 8 "

INSIGHTS
SRR B e e

IAS
T



http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/everyday-explainers/what-is-the-rbi-credit-line-notification-7982135/

INSTA CURRENT AFFAIRS QUIZ

17) Which of the following categories of banks can lend housing loans?
1. Urban Cooperative Banks
2. Small Finance Banks
3. Rural Cooperative Banks
4. Payments Bank
Select the correct answer code:
a)1,2,3
b) 1,2
c)2,3,4
d 1,234

Solution: d)

Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has decided to increase the existing limits on individual housing loans provided by
cooperative banks, taking into account the rise in housing prices since the limits were last revised and considering
customers’ needs for larger loans.

Accordingly, the limits for tier 1/tier 2 urban cooperative banks (UCBs) stood revised from X30 lakh/ X70 lakh to
%60 lakh/ X140 lakh, respectively, the RBI said.

As regards rural cooperative banks (RCBs), the limits have been increased from %20 lakh to X50 lakh for RCBs.

India Post Payments Bank (IPPB) will offer housing loans through nearly 190,000 banking service providers
(Postmen and Gramin Dak Sevaks).

Small Finance Bank also offers home loans.
Source

18) Which of the following are the recommendations of First Narasimham Committee Report 19917
1. The concepts of non-performing assets classification and full disclosure of accounts were
recommended.
2. It recommended the creation of a four-tier banking structure.
3. It introduced the concept of differentiated banks such as small finance banks.
Select the correct answer code:
a) 1only
b) 2,3
1,2
di,2,3

Solution: c)

First Narasimham Committee Report:

e Presentedin 1991.

e |t recommended the creation of a four-tier banking structure with three large banks on top.

e It also introduced the concept of rural-focused banks such as local area banks.

e It proposed a phased reduction in banks’ mandatory bond investment and cash reserve limits so that
banks lend money for other productive needs of the economy.

e Itintroduced the concept of capital adequacy ratio and proposed the abolition of the branch licensing
policy.

e The concepts of non-performing assets classification and full disclosure of accounts were also
recommended by the first committee.

e By proposing to deregulate interest rates, it brought in greater competition among banks.
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e The committee introduced the concept of an asset reconstruction fund to take over bad debts.

Committee on Comprehensive Financial Services for Small Businesses and Low-Income Households (commonly
known as the Nachiket Mor Committee) introduced the concept of differentiated banks such as small finance
banks.

19) Consider the following statements.
1. Inflation expectations refer to households’ expectation of what the inflation rate will be in the future.
2. Arising inflation rate implies that the rate at which the prices rise itself is increasing.
3. For recession to happen, the economy must contract for three consecutive months.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a)1,2
b) 2 only
)23
d)1,3

Solution: a)

Inflation is the rate at which prices rise. A 2% inflation implies the general price level in April this year was 2%
more than what it was in April last year. A “rising” inflation rate implies that the rate (at which the prices rise)
itself is increasing.

The technical definition of a recession requires an economy to contract for two consecutive quarters; a quarter
is a period of three months.

Inflation expectations refers to people’s (or households’ expectation of what the inflation rate will be in the
future). And they matter because this expectation is what determines people’s economic behaviour.

Source

20) Consider the following statements regarding credit line.

1. A credit line is a preset borrowing limit that allows an individual or a business access to credit at any
time, as per need.

2. Itis like a flexible loan as against a lump-sum loan where a fixed amount is borrowed.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a) 1 only

b) 2 only

c) Both 1 and 2

d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: ¢)

A credit line is a preset borrowing limit that allows an individual or a business access to credit at any time, as
per need. It can be tapped into by the customer till the limit offered is not exceeded. It is like a flexible loan as
against a lump-sum loan where a fixed amount is borrowed.

The Reserve bank of India has asked non-bank prepaid instruments (PPIs) issuers to not load these with a credit
line, a preset borrowing limit.

The signal from India’s central bank seems to be that it wants to put a full stop to buy-now-pay-later (BNPL)
wallets which typically tie-up with banks or Non-Banking Financial Companies (NBFC) and offer credit lines or a
short loan into the prepaid wallet. The problem is that many times users don’t realise the wallet amount is a loan
and end up paying a high interest for the money spent.

Source Source
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21) Who among the following are eligible for RBI’s ‘on tap’ licences for universal banks?

1. Individuals/entities with at least 5 years of experience in banking and finance.

2. Groups or companies applying for such licences must have assets of Rs 5,000 crore or above.
Select the correct answer code:

a) Lonly

b) 2 only

c) Both 1 and 2

d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: b)

According to the guidelines released by the central bank in August 2016:
Eligible entities seeking universal bank licences must be:
¢ Individuals/entities with at least 10 years of experience in banking and finance at a senior level or
private companies or groups with at least 10 years of successful track record.
e Groups or companies applying for such licences must have assets of Rs 5,000 crore or above and the
non-financial businesses don’t account for 40% or more of these assets.

22) To finance the compensation requirements, the GST compensation cess is/was levied on which of the
following items?
1. Tobacco products
2. Automobiles
3. Aerated waters
4. Pan masala
5. Coal
Select the correct answer code:
a)1,2,3,4
b)1,3,4,5
c)2,4,5
d1,23,4,5

Solution: d)

To finance the compensation requirements, a GST compensation cess was levied on certain items such as tobacco
products, automobiles, coal and solid fuels manufactured from lignite, pan masala and aerated waters.

23) Consider the following statements.

1. Generally tightening of monetary policy by the US Federal Reserve leads to Foreign portfolio
investments (FPI) sell-off in the Indian Stock market.

2. Lower value of Indian rupee against the dollar keeps import bills lower for India.

3. Lower value of Indian rupee against the dollar is beneficial for travellers and students studying abroad.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a)1,2

b) 1 only

c)1,3

d)2,3

Solution: b)

Foreign portfolio investors (FPIs), which own around 19.5% of the market capitalisation, have pulled out Rs 42,000
crore in June 2022 so far, taking the total outflows to Rs 260,000 crore (S33 billion) since October 2021. The FPI
sell-off is being attributed to the tightening of monetary policy by the US Fed which has been on a rate hiking
spree to control inflation.

www.insightsonindia.com 11 " INSIGHTSIAS

ST



http://www.insightsonindia.com/

INSTA CURRENT AFFAIRS QUIZ

Relatively high valuations in India, rising bond yields in the US, an appreciating dollar and concerns regarding the
possibility of a recession in the US triggered by aggressive tightening are factors behind FPIs’ pullout.

Analysts said a lower rupee against the dollar keeps import bills higher, pushing inflation even higher than it is
now. Higher inflation is detrimental to the overall market. If the rupee does not strengthen, FPI outflows will
continue, which is another negative. A strong dollar is good for export-oriented companies, but bad for import-
oriented industries such as oil, gas and chemicals. With the dip in the rupee, oil imports and other imported
components will get costlier, which will further lead to higher inflation. Travellers and students studying abroad
will have to shell out more rupees to buy dollars from banks. People are directly impacted by the rupee fall as
fuel prices shoot up.

Source

24) The Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR) mechanism of mediation is mentioned in
a) Code of Civil Procedure, 1908
b) The Commercial Courts Act, 2015
c) The Consumer Protection Act, 2019
d) All of the above

Solution: d)

In India, though mediation finds legitimacy in some specific laws such as the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908, the
Arbitration and Conciliation Act, 1996, the Companies Act, 2013, the Commercial Courts Act, 2015, and the
Consumer Protection Act, 2019, there is no standalone legislation as yet.

25) Consider the following statements regarding Development Finance Institutions (DFls).

1. Development Finance Institutions provide risk capital for economic development projects on non-
commercial basis.

2. Industrial Development Bank of India (IDBI) was setup as India’s first DFI before Independence.

3. During the pre-liberalised era, India had DFIs that were primarily engaged in development of industry in
the country.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a) 1 only

b) 1,2

1,3

d 1,23

Solution: ¢)

A development finance institution (DFI) also known as a development bank is a financial institution that
provides risk capital for economic development projects on non-commercial basis.

During the pre-liberalised era, India had DFIs which were primarily engaged in development of industry in the
country.

In India, the first DFI was operationalised in 1948 with the setting up of the Industrial Finance Corporation
(IFCI). Subsequently, the Industrial Credit and Investment Corporation of India (ICICI) was set up with the backing
of the World Bank in 1955.

The Industrial Development Bank of India (IDBI) came into existence in 1964 to promote long-term financing for
infrastructure projects and industry.

26) Consider the following statements regarding Capital Adequacy Ratio (CAR).
1. Capital Adequacy Ratio (CAR) is the ratio of a bank’s capital in relation to its risk weighted assets and
current liabilities.
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2. ltis decided by central banks to prevent commercial banks from taking excess leverage and becoming

insolvent in the process.

3. As per RBI norms, Indian scheduled commercial banks are required to maintain the CAR percentage as

stated in the Basel Il Banking report.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a) 1 only

b)1,2

c)1,3

d)2,3

Solution: b)

The capital-to-risk weighted assets ratio, also known as the Capital Adequacy Ratio (CAR) is the ratio of a bank’s
capital in relation to its risk weighted assets and current liabilities. It is decided by central banks and bank
regulators to prevent commercial banks from taking excess leverage and becoming insolvent in the process.

The risk weighted assets take into account credit risk, market risk and operational risk.

The Basel lll norms stipulated a capital to risk weighted assets of 8%. As per RBI guidelines, banks are required

to maintain a minimum Capital to Risk-weighted Assets (CRAR) of 9%.
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2. Ecology and Environment

1) Consider the following statements regarding Aerosols.

1. Aerosols are solid particles suspended in a gaseous environment.

2. Aerosols are only situated in the lower layers of the atmosphere (< 1.5 km) since aerosol sources are
located on the terrestrial surface.

3. They affect the atmospheric chemical composition.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a) Lonly

b)1,2

1,3

d)2,3

Solution: ¢)

Aerosols:

e Aerosols are defined as a combination of liquid or solid particles suspended in a gaseous or liquid
environment.

e Inthe atmosphere, these particles are mainly situated in the low layers of the atmosphere (< 1.5 km)
since aerosol sources are located on the terrestrial surface.

e certain aerosols can still be found in the stratosphere, especially volcanic aerosols ejected into the high-
altitude layers.

e The origin of atmospheric aerosols is either natural or the result of anthropogenic activities

Effects of aerosols:
o They affect the atmospheric chemical composition.
e They can reduce visibility.
e They have important impacts on air quality and human health (e.g., aerosols can cause damage to heart
and lungs).
e They serve as nuclei for cloud droplets or ice crystals in ice clouds.

2) Consider the following statements regarding Sustainable Electronics Recycling International (SERI).

1. SERI is the UNEP backed organization focused exclusively on minimizing the environmental and health
risks posed by used and end-of-life electronics.

2. R2 (Responsible Recycling) Standard is created for the electronics recycling industry by SERI.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a) Lonly

b) 2 only

c) Both 1 and 2

d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: b)

SERI is the only multi-stakeholder, collaborative nonprofit organization in the world focused exclusively on
minimizing the environmental and health risks posed by used and end-of-life electronics.

SERI works to create a world where electronic products are reused and recycled in a way that results in resource
preservation, the well-being of the environment, and the health and safety of workers and communities.

Recognizing the environmental, economic, and social benefits of reuse, the R2 Standard was written in a way that
allows for more opportunities to extend the useful life of electronic devices.

Source
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3) Mauna Loa Atmospheric Baseline Observatory, recently seen in news is located in
a) China
b) Japan
c) United States
d) Australia

Solution: ¢)

Carbon dioxide measured at the Mauna Loa Atmospheric Baseline Observatory, Hawaii, run by the US National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), peaked for 2022 at 421 parts per million in May.

Source

4) Consider the following statements.

1. State of Environment Report 2022 was released by the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate
Change (MoEFCC).

2. In India most of the Rivers are polluted with heavy toxic metals such as lead, iron, nickel, cadmium,
arsenic, chromium and copper.

3. Low coliform and biochemical oxygen demand is an indicator of poor wastewater treatment from
industry, agriculture and domestic households.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a)l,2

b) 2 only

c)2,3

d)1,3

Solution: b)

Three out of every four river monitoring stations in India posted alarming levels of heavy toxic metals such as
lead, iron, nickel, cadmium, arsenic, chromium and copper.

State of Environment Report 2022 from the environmental NGO, the Centre for Science and Environment (CSE).
The report is an annual compendium of environment-development data and is derived from public sources.

India has 764 river quality monitoring stations across 28 states. Of these, the Central Water Commission tested
water samples from 688 stations for heavy metals between August 2018 and December 2020.

Of the 588 water quality stations monitored for pollution, total coliform and biochemical oxygen demand were
high in 239 and 88 stations across 21 States - an indicator of poor wastewater treatment from industry,
agriculture and domestic households.

Source

5) Consider the following statements.

1. World’s first fishing cat census was done in Chilika Lake.

2. The Chilika Lake is Asia’s largest fresh water lagoon.

3. Spatially explicit capture—recapture (SECR) method is used to estimate the density of an animal
population from capture—recapture data collected using an array of 'detectors'.
Which of the above statement is/are correct?

a) Lonly

b)1,3

)23

d)1,2,3

Solution: b)
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The Chilika Lake, Asia’s largest brackish water lagoon, has 176 fishing cats, according to a census conducted by
Chilika Development Authority (CDA) in collaboration with The Fishing Cat Project (TFCP).

This is the world’s first population estimation of the fishing cat, which has been conducted outside the
protected area network.

A total of 150 camera traps were deployed in two phases with each fixed in the field for 30 days. Spatially Explicit
Capture Recapture (SECR) method was used to analyse the data.

Spatially explicit capture—recapture (SECR or SCR) is used to estimate the density of an animal population from
capture-recapture data collected using an array of 'detectors’.

Source

6) Consider the following statements regarding Green jobs.

1. Jobs involving renewable energy, conservation of resources, ensuring energy efficient means are
categorised as ‘Green jobs’.

2. They are aimed at reducing the negative environmental impact of economic sectors and furthering the
process of creating a low-carbon economy.

3. Skill Council for Green Jobs, a not-for-profit, industry-led initiative aims to help manufacturers and
service providers in India’s ‘green business’ sector to realise the potential of green jobs.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a)l,2

b)1,3

c)2,3

d) 1,23

Solution: d)

‘Green jobs’ refer to a class of jobs that directly have a positive impact on the planet, and contribute to the overall
environmental welfare. Jobs involving renewable energy, conservation of resources, ensuring energy efficient
means are categorised under the same. In all, they’re aimed at reducing the negative environmental impact of
economic sectors and furthering the process of creating a low-carbon economy.

The Skill Council for Green Jobs was launched by the Union government on October 1, 2015. Aligned to the
National Skill Development Missions, it was set up to be a not-for-profit, independent, industry-led initiative.
Promoted by the Ministry of New and Renewable Energy (MNRE) and the Confederation of Indian Industry (Cll),
the council aims to help manufacturers and other service providers in India’s ‘green business’ sector to
implement industry-led, collaborative skills push the country on the path to truly realising the real potential
and significance of ‘green jobs’.

Source

7) Consider the following statements regarding Global Environment Facility (GEF).

1. The Global Environment Facility was established on the eve of the 1992 Rio Earth Summit.

2. The World Bank serves as the GEF Trustee, administering the GEF Trust Fund.

3. GEF serves as financial mechanism for Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a) Lonly

b)1,2

)23

d)1,2,3

Solution: b)
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Global Environment Facility (GEF):
e The Global Environment Facility was established on the eve of the 1992 Rio Earth Summit to help tackle our
planet’s most pressing environmental problems.
e ltis aninternational partnership of 184 countries, international institutions, civil society organizations and the
private sector that addresses global environmental issues.
e GEF funds are available to developing countries and countries with economies in transition to meet the
objectives of the international environmental conventions and agreements.
e The World Bank serves as the GEF Trustee, administering the GEF Trust Fund.
e Itis a FINANCIAL MECHANISM for five major international environmental conventions:
o Minamata Convention on Mercury,
o Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs),
o United Nations Convention on Biological Diversity (UNCBD),
o United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD)
o United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC).

8) Consider the following statements.

1. Any oil or gas project that will result in at least a billion tonnes of CO2 emissions over its lifetime can be
called as carbon bombs.

2. Net zero emissions means that all carbon emissions into the atmosphere must be absorbed by methods
like increasing the forest cover, and decreasing man-made emissions.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a) lonly

b) 2 only

c) Both 1 and 2

d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: c)

The usage of the term ‘carbon bombs’ picked up after an investigative project of The Guardian from May this
year. The project reported the plans of countries and private companies all over the world to engage in 195
‘carbon bomb’ projects. Each such project, it is believed, will release huge amounts of CO2 emissions into the
atmosphere.

What are carbon bombs?

Defining the term in its report, The Guardian said that it is “an oil or gas project that will result in at least a
billion tonnes of CO2 emissions over its lifetime.”

Whenever coal, oil, or gas is extracted it results in pollution and environmental degradation. Further, carbon
emissions take place in particularly large amounts when fuel is burned.

Net zero emissions means that all carbon emissions into the atmosphere must be absorbed by methods like
increasing the forest cover, and decreasing man-made emissions.

Source

9) Consider the following statements regarding Open Natural Ecosystems (ONEs) in India.
1. Open Natural Ecosystems (ONEs) are diverse ecosystems which include woodland savannas, scrublands
and grasslands, to rocky outcrops, ravines and dunes.
2. The Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 protects against the diversion of ONEs for development
purposes.
3. They also have animal species like black buck and great Indian bustard.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a)1,3
b) 1 only
1,2
d)2,3
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Solution: a)

When we recently mapped these Open Natural Ecosystems (ONEs), we discovered that they are staggeringly
diverse, ranging from woodland savannas, scrublands and grasslands, to rocky outcrops, ravines and dunes.

ONEs also have a remarkable assemblage of animal species, many of which, such as the black buck and the
critically endangered great Indian bustard, occur only in the Indian subcontinent.

India’s ONEs continue to be misunderstood, misrepresented, and destroyed. Successive governments have
carried forward a colonial legacy of terming ONEs as ‘wastelands’ and sought to make them ‘productive’; they
have tried to ‘develop’ them, thereby incentivising their erasure. Unlike with forests, there are no conservation
laws that protect against diversion of biodiversity-rich ONEs.

10) Consider the following statements.

1. Plastic Waste Management Rules, 2016 notified by the Centre called for a ban on single-use plastics
(SUPs) by the end of 2022.

2. According to the Plastic Waste Management Rules, all states and UTs are required to send annual data
to the Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) on plastic waste.

3. With the present technology, not more than 75% of the plastics are recyclable.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a)l,2

b) 2 only

c)2,3

d)1,3

Solution: b)

Single-use plastics (SUPs) are those that are discarded after one-time use. Besides the ubiquitous plastic bags,
SUPs include takeaway food containers, disposable cutlery, straws, and stirrers, processed food packets and
wrappers, cotton bud sticks, etc. Of these, foamed products such as cutlery, plates, and cups are considered the
most lethal to the environment.

The Plastic Waste Management Rules, 2016 notified by the Centre called for a ban on “non-recyclable and
multi-layered” packaging by March 2018, and a ban on carry bags of thickness less than 50 microns (which is
about the thickness of a strand of human hair). The Rules were amended in 2018, with changes that activists say
favoured the plastic industry and allowed manufacturers an escape route. The 2016 Rules did not mention SUPs.

On World Environment Day in 2018, India pledged to phase out SUPs by 2022.

A notification by the Environment Ministry on Plastic Waste Management Amendment Rules, 2021, said: “The
manufacture, import, stocking, distribution, sale and use of... single-use plastic, including polystyrene and
expanded polystyrene commaodities shall be prohibited with effect from the 1st July, 2022.”

There is no comprehensive data on the volume of the total plastic waste in the country. According to the Plastic
Waste Management Rules, all states and UTs are required to send annual data to the CPCB; however, many states
and UTs have failed to comply.

About 94% of plastics are recyclable. India recycles about 60%; the rest goes to landfills, the sea, and waste-to-
energy plants. Most experts view recycling as an interim measure until plastic is completely phased out from daily
use.

Source

11) Consider the following statements.
@
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1. Thermal power plants are the largest consumers of coal in India.

2. Commission for Air Quality Management coordinates air pollution norms in Delhi and adjoining States.

3. Commission for Air Quality Management is a statutory body established by the government that
replaced the Environment Pollution (Prevention and Control) Authority (EPCA).
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a)l,2

b)1,3

c)2,3

d)1,2,3

Solution: d)

The use of coal as fuel in industrial, domestic units will be banned in the National Capital Region (NCR) from
January 2023 but the ban wouldn’t apply thermal power plants — incidentally the largest users of coal,
according to a notification by the Commission for Air Quality Management, that coordinates air pollution norms
in Delhi and adjoining States.

The Commission for Air Quality Management (CAQM) is a statutory body formed under the Commission for Air
Quality Management in National Capital Region and Adjoining Areas, Act 2021.

The CAQM has replaced the Environment Pollution (Prevention and Control) Authority (EPCA) which was
appointed by the Supreme Court.

Source

12) Which of the following are the modern-day people’s movements for environmental protection in India?
1. Chipko movement
2. Appiko movement
3. Silent Valley movement
4. Jungle Bachao Andolan
Select the correct answer code:
a)1,2,3
b) 1,2
c)1,2,3,4
d 1,24

Solution: c)

The Chipko movement (1973) in Uttarakhand and the Silent Valley movement (the late 1970s) in Kerala are two
of the most well-known modern-day people’s movements for environmental protection in India that inspired
several other environmental movements during the last five decades.

The Chipko movement gave rise to many similar resistance groups in India, including Appiko in Karnataka.

The Jungle Bachao Andolan took shape in the early 1980s when the government proposed to replace the natural
sal forest of Singhbhum District, Bihar, with commercial teak plantations.

13) Aarhus Convention, 1998 is related to
a) Control of Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and their Disposal.
b) Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals
c) Access to Information and Public Participation in Environmental Matters
d) Governing actions to combat climate change through adaptation and mitigation

Solution: c)
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The UNECE Convention on Access to Information, Public Participation in Decision-making and Access to Justice in
Environmental Matters, usually known as the Aarhus Convention, was signed on 25 June 1998 in the Danish city
of Aarhus. It entered into force on 30 October 2001. All of the ratifying states are in Europe and Central Asia.

The Aarhus Convention grants the public rights regarding access to information, public participation and access to
justice, in governmental decision-making processes on matters concerning the local, national and transboundary
environment. It focuses on interactions between the public and public authorities.

14) Consider the following statements regarding Eco-Sensitive Zones.

1. Eco-Sensitive Zones are notified as per the National Wildlife Action Plan (2002-2016), issued by the
Union Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change.

2. Only lands within 10 km of the boundaries of national parks and wildlife sanctuaries are declared as
Eco-Sensitive Zones.

3. These areas are meant to act as a transition zone from areas requiring higher protection to those
requiring lesser protection.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a)l,2

b) 3 only

1,3

d) 2,3

Solution: c)

As per the National Wildlife Action Plan (2002-2016), issued by the Union Ministry of Environment, Forest and
Climate Change, land within 10 km of the boundaries of national parks and wildlife sanctuaries is to be notified
as eco-fragile zones or Eco-Sensitive Zones (ESZ).

While the 10-km rule is implemented as a general principle, the extent of its application can vary. Areas beyond
10-km can also be notified by the Union government as ESZs, if they hold larger ecologically important “sensitive
corridors.”

ESZs are created as “shock absorbers” for the protected areas, to minimize the negative impact on the “fragile
ecosystems” by certain human activities taking place nearby. Furthermore, these areas are meant to act as a
transition zone from areas requiring higher protection to those requiring lesser protection.

The guidelines also state that the ESZs are not meant to hamper the daily activities of people living in the vicinity,
but are meant to guard the protected areas and “refine the environment around them”.

15) Which of the following activities are prohibited in Eco-Sensitive Zones (ESZ) in India?
1. Commercial mining
2. Saw mills
3. Horticultural practices
4. Rainwater harvesting
Select the correct answer code:
a)l,2
b)1,2,3
c)1,2,4
d1,23,4

Solution: a)

The guidelines also state that the ESZs are not meant to hamper the daily activities of people living in the vicinity,
but are meant to guard the protected areas and “refine the environment around them”.
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To do so, the guidelines list the activities prohibited in an ESZ, such as commercial mining, saw mills, commercial
use of wood, etc., apart from regulated activities like felling of trees. Lastly, there are permitted activities like
ongoing agricultural or horticultural practices, rainwater harvesting, organic farming, among others.

16) Consider the following statements.

1. The Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) ensures that the ecological costs of infrastructure
development are zero.

2. Prospective projects with a potential to significantly alter the natural environment must be first
approved by the State Environment Impact Assessment Authority (SEIAA) comprising State officers and
independent experts.

3. State Environment Impact Assessment Authority (SEIAA) projects make up the bulk of projects for
approval.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a)l,2

b) 2 only

c)2,3

di,3

Solution: c)

The Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) is one of the cornerstones of ensuring that the ecological costs of
infrastructure development are minimal. Prospective projects above a certain size and with a potential to
significantly alter the natural environment must be first approved by the State Environment Impact Assessment
Authority (SEIAA) comprising State officers and independent experts. Projects that are even bigger or involve
forest land — category A — must be cleared by an expert committee formed by the Centre. SEIAA projects make
up the bulk of projects for approval including building and construction, small mining, small industry projects,
and are considered ‘less polluting’.

3. Geography

1) India Meteorological Department (IMD) relies on which of the following criteria to declare the onset of
monsoon?
1. Rainfall
2. Windspeeds
3. Outgoing Longwave Radiation
Select the correct answer code:
a) Lonly
b)1,2
c)1,3
di,23

Solution: d)
Rainfall is not the only criteria that the IMD relies on to declare the monsoon’s onset. Windspeeds of a
minimum strength and depth in the atmosphere, the Outgoing Longwave Radiation — a measure of cloudiness
— and rainfall appearing to be consistent and well distributed over Kerala, are important criteria.
Source
2) Consider the following statements.

1. Lightning is a very rapid and massive discharge of electricity in the atmosphere, some of which is
directed towards the Earth’s surface.
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2. ltis generated in giant moisture-bearing clouds, whose base typically lies above 10 to 12 km from the
Earth’s surface.
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect?
a) Lonly
b) 2 only
c) Both1and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: b)

Lightning is a very rapid — and massive — discharge of electricity in the atmosphere, some of which is directed
towards the Earth’s surface. These discharges are generated in giant moisture-bearing clouds that are 10-12 km
tall. The base of these clouds typically lies within 1-2 km of the Earth’s surface, while their top is 12-13 km
away. Temperatures towards the top of these clouds are in the range of minus 35 to minus 45 degrees Celsius.

As water vapour moves upward in the cloud, the falling temperature causes it to condense. Heat is generated in
the process, which pushes the molecules of water further up.

As they move to temperatures below zero degrees Celsius, the water droplets change into small ice crystals. They
continue to move up, gathering mass — until they are so heavy that they start to fall to Earth.

This leads to a system in which, simultaneously, smaller ice crystals are moving up and bigger crystals are coming
down.

Collisions follow, and trigger the release of electrons — a process that is very similar to the generation of sparks
of electricity. As the moving free electrons cause more collisions and more electrons, a chain reaction ensues.
This process results in a situation in which the top layer of the cloud gets positively charged, while the middle
layer is negatively charged. The electrical potential difference between the two layers is huge — of the order of a
billion to 10 billion volts. In very little time, a massive current, of the order of 100,000 to a million amperes, starts
to flow between the layers.

An enormous amount of heat is produced, and this leads to the heating of the air column between the two layers
of the cloud. This heat gives the air column a reddish appearance during lightning. As the heated air column
expands, it produces shock waves that result in thunder.

Source

3) Consider the following statements.

1. While the Earth is a good conductor of electricity, it is electrically neutral.

2. Generally, reduction in the aerosol level and relatively stable weather system leads to increase in the
lightning.

3. Lightning is classified as a natural disaster in India.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a) 1only

b)1,2

1,3

d)2,3

Solution: a)
While the Earth is a good conductor of electricity, it is electrically neutral.

e In 2019-20, about 1.4 crore lightning strikes were recorded, which increased to 1.85 crore in 2020-21.

e In2021-22, about 1.49 crore strikes were recorded across the country. The reduction, in line with the trend
observed globally, has been attributed to the impact of the Covid-19 pandemic.

e “The reason attributed to reduction in lightning is due to Covid-2019 pandemic induced reduction in aerosol
level, pollution, environmental upgradation and relatively stable weather system in Indian subcontinent,”
the annual lightning report said.
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e But most of this reduction was seen in the cloud-to-cloud lightning. Of the strikes that reach the Earth, only a
2.5% reduction was observed.
Lightning is not classified as a natural disaster in India.

Source

4) Consider the following statements regarding Qil Palm.

1. Malaysia, Indonesia and Nigeria are the leading producers of oil palm.

2. Oil palm requires very little rainfall and is mainly grown in dry areas.

3. Highly alkaline and waterlogged soils are not suitable for Oil Palm cultivation.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a) lonly

b)1,2

1,3

d)2,3

Solution: ¢)

Oil Palm is known to be the highest edible oil yielding perennial crop. Malaysia, Indonesia and Nigeria are the
leading producers of oil palm.

Oil palm is a humid crop. Requires evenly distributed rainfall of 150mm/ month or 2500-4000mm/annum.
Rainfall distribution in India is not even and adequate. Hence grow oil palm under assured irrigation conditions
by adopting recommended practices. Crop comes up well between 29-33 degree C max. and 22-24 degree C min.
temperatures and with bright sunlight for at least 5 hrs. per day. Humidity of more than 80% is required to come
up well.

Best-suited soils are moist, well-drained, deep, loamy alluvial soils, rich in organic matter with good water
permeability. At least one-meter depth of soil is required. Avoid highly alkaline, highly saline, waterlogged and
coastal sandy soils.

4. Government Schemes and Programmes

1) The Forest Rights Act (FRA) identifies which of the following types of rights of the forest-dwelling
communities.

1. Title rights

2. Use rights

3. Forest management rights

4. Relief and development rights
Select the correct answer code:

a)1,2

b)1,2,3

c)1,2,4

d1,23,4

Solution: d)

The act identifies four types of rights:
Title rights:
e |t gives FDST (Forest Dwelling Scheduled Tribe) and OTFD (other traditional forest dwellers) the right to
ownership to land farmed by tribals or forest dwellers subject to a maximum of 4 hectares.
e Ownership is only for land that is actually being cultivated by the concerned family and no new lands will
be granted.

www.insightsonindia.com 23 " INSIGHTSIAS

ST



http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-lightning-strikes-kills-precautions-7979880/

INSTA CURRENT AFFAIRS QUIZ

Use rights:
e The rights of the dwellers extend to extracting Minor Forest Produce, grazing areas, to pastoralist routes,
etc.

Relief and development rights:
e To rehabilitation in case of illegal eviction or forced displacement and to basic amenities, subject to
restrictions for forest protection

Forest management rights:
e Itincludes the right to protect, regenerate or conserve or manage any community forest resource which
they have been traditionally protecting and conserving for sustainable use.

2) Consider the following statements regarding Consumer Protection Act, 2019.

1. In India, fake reviews of products on e-commerce websites pose a threat to the consumer rights under
the Consumer Protection Act, 2019.

2. The right to be informed is a consumer right under the Consumer Protection Act, 2019

3. Every e-commerce entity is required to provide information regarding country of origin of a product.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a)l1,2

b)1,3

c)2,3

d1i,23

Solution: d)

The Union government recently said that it plans to develop a framework to curb fake reviews of products on e-
commerce websites after studying the “best practices available globally”.

Due to fake and misleading reviews, the right to be informed, which is a consumer right under the Consumer
Protection Act, 2019 is violated.”

In India, fake reviews pose a threat to the consumer rights under the Consumer Protection Act, 2019. The Act
states that the consumers have a right to be “informed about the quality, quantity, potency, purity, standard and
price of goods, products or services”.

The Consumer Protection Act,2019 comes in to force from today i.e. 20" July 2020.

Under this act every e-commerce entity is required to provide information relating to return, refund, exchange,
warranty and guarantee, delivery and shipment, modes of payment, grievance redressal mechanism, payment
methods, security of payment methods, charge-back options, etc. including country of origin which are
necessary for enabling the consumer to make an informed decision at the pre-purchase stage on its platform.

Source Source

3) Consider the following statements.

1. Unique Identification Authority of India (UIDAI) is the statutory body mandated to collect Aadhaar data.

2. To prevent misuse of biometric data, one can lock it from the UIDAI website, so that they can no longer
be used for authentication.

3. The Virtual Identity (VID) is a temporary 12-digit random number that can be used in lieu of Aadhaar
number whenever authentication is necessary.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a) 1 only

b)1,2

1,3

d)2,3

Solution: b)
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The UIDAI, the statutory body mandated to collect Aadhaar data.

Locking biometrics: If you are worried about misuse of your Aadhaar biometric data, you can also lock it from the
UIDAI website. When you lock your biometrics (fingerprint, iris, and face), they can no longer be used for
authentication.

Use VID: The Virtual Identity, or VID, is a system of “Limited KYC” (Know Your Customer). This hides the Aadhaar
number from the authenticating agency, while still confirming the identity of the user. This is a 16-digit number,
but temporary in nature. So, unlike the permanent 12-digit Aadhaar number, the VID is valid only for some time.

Source

4) Consider the following statements regarding Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi (PM Kisan) scheme.

1. PM Kisan is a Central Sector scheme with 100% funding from Government of India.

2. Under the scheme an income support of 26,000 is given three times in a year to all land holding farmer
families.

3. State Government and UT administration will identify the farmer families which are eligible for support
under the scheme.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a) lonly

b)1,2

1,3

d)2,3

Solution: c)

PM-KISAN Scheme

@ PM Kisan is a Central Sector scheme with 100% funding from
Government of India.

@ It has become operational from 1.12.2018.

@ Under the scheme an income support of 6,000/- per year in
three equal installments will be provided to all land holding
farmer families.

[l Definition of family for the scheme is husband, wife and
minor children.

State Government and UT administration will identify the
farmer families which are eligible for support as per scheme
guidelines.

@ The fund will be directly transferred to the bank accounts of
the beneficiaries.

@ There are various Exclusion Categories for the scheme.

5) Consider the following statements regarding National Mobile Monitoring Software (NMMS) App.

1. NMMS App was launched to make real time attendance of workers at all MGNREGA worksites
mandatory.

2. To encourage transparency and increase citizen oversight, the app requires time-stamped and
geotagged photographs of the workers in a day.

3. Since the launch of the NMMS app, there has been drastic increase in the working of women
employees for MGNREGA work.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a)l,2

b) 2 only

c)2,3

d)1,3
www.insightsonindia.com 25 ‘.’ INSIGHTSIAS



http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/securing-your-aadhaar-data-electronics-it-ministry-7944554/

INSTA CURRENT AFFAIRS QUIZ

Solution: b)

The Union government has made capturing of attendance through its app, National Mobile Monitoring System,
compulsory at worksites where 20 or more workers under the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment
Guarantee Scheme (MGNREGS) are employed.

The Ministry of Rural Development had started the exercise on a pilot basis on May 21, 2021. Initially, the
utilisation of application was to be voluntary but from May 16, 2022 it has been made mandatory. The Ministry’s
directive claims that the app, which requires two time-stamped and geotagged photographs of the workers in a
day, encourages transparency and increases citizen oversight.

The biggest setback after the move has been for women employees, especially the supervisors or “work
mates”. In a majority of cases, the employees’ families are averse to giving phones to women, especially
smartphones. Hence, many women have dropped out.

Source

6) Consider the following statements.

1. Fire services in India come under the 12th schedule of the Constitution.

2. At present there are no legal provisions in India that provides fire prevention, life safety in relation to
fire and fire protection of buildings.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a) lonly

b) 2 only

c) Both 1 and 2

d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: a)

e Fire services in India come under the 12th schedule of the Constitution under the provisions of Article
243W of the Constitution, the performance of functions listed in the 12th schedule comes under the domain
of municipalities.

e Presently, fire prevention and firefighting services are organized by the concerned states, Union Territories
(UTs) and Urban Local Bodies (ULBs).

e Part 4 of the National Building Code (NBC) of India, 2016, is titled ‘Fire and Life Safety’. It covers the
requirements for fire prevention, life safety in relation to fire and fire protection of buildings.

e The NBC of India, 2016 specifies occupancy-wise classification, constructional aspects, egress requirements
and protection features that are necessary to minimise danger to life and property from fire.

e 13th Finance commission recommended on fire safety and organisation.

7) Injeti Srinivas Committee was formed for making recommendations on
a) Capital market regulation
b) Universal Basic Income (UBI)
c) Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR)
d) Reforms in criminal laws

Solution: c)

Injeti Srinivas Committee: A High Level Committee on CSR was formed in 2018 under the Chairmanship of Injeti
Srinivas.

The main recommendations included making CSR expenditure tax deductible, allowing the carry-forward of
unspent balance for a period of 3-5 years, and aligning Schedule VIl of the Companies Act with the United
Nations Sustainable Development Goals.
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8) Consider the following statements regarding Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances (NDPS) Act.

1. In India the law allows for possession of a small amount of illicit drugs.

2. The Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances (NDPS) Act adopts a reformative approach towards
drugs addicts.

3. The Department of Revenue, Ministry of Finance is the NDPS Act’s nodal administrative authority.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a)l,2

b) 2 only

c)2,3

d)1,3

Solution: ¢)

In India, drug consumption or possession is a criminal offence. The Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances
(NDPS) Act of 1985 is the main legislation dealing with drugs and their trafficking.

Currently, the NDPS Act only adopts a reformative approach towards addicts. It gives addicts immunity from
prosecution and imprisonment (if found guilty) if they volunteer to undergo treatment and rehabilitation.
However, there is no provision for relief or exemption for, say, first-time users or recreational users.

Section 27 of the NDPS Act prescribes imprisonment of up to a year or a fine of up to Rs 20,000, or both, for
consumption of any narcotic drug or psychotropic substance. It makes no distinction between addicts, first-time
users and recreational users.

The Union Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment had recommended a more humane approach, avoiding
prison, for drug users and addicts. This was suggested after the Department of Revenue — the NDPS Act’s nodal
administrative authority.

Source

9) Consider the following statements regarding Bharat Gaurav express trains.

1. Bharat Gaurav express trains are operated by private players, who have the right to use the rail
infrastructure provided by the Indian Railways.

2. The objective of the initiative is to showcase India’s rich cultural heritage and historical places to the
people of the country and the world through these trains.

3. Bookings, fixing of tariff and maintenance would be handled by Indian Railways.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a)1,2

b) 2 only

c)2,3

d)1,3

Solution: a)

The ‘Bharat Gaurav’ train service from Coimbatore to Shirdi, a first of its kind in the country, was inaugurated at
the Coimbatore North Railway Station.

Bharat Gaurav express trains are operated by private players, who have the right to use the rail infrastructure
provided by the Indian Railways.

The objective of the initiative is to showcase India’s rich cultural heritage and magnificent historical places to
the people of the country and the world through these trains.
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The loco pilots and guards would be from the Indian Railways. Bookings, fixing of tariff and maintenance would
be handled by the private company offering the service. “Not only private companies, but the governments of
Karnataka and Odisha have also shown interest in operating such trains to promote tourism.

Source

10) Consider the following statements regarding One Health Framework.

1. The One Health Framework is aimed at improving national and State-level resource allocation and
policy ecosystem on early prediction, detection, and diagnosis of zoonotic diseases.

2. The Department of Animal Husbandry and Dairying (DAHD) has launched One Health programme
throughout India, for establishing an inter-sectoral coordination mechanism at the central and State-levels.

3. One Health is a collaborative, multisectoral approach with the goal of achieving optimal health
outcomes by recognizing the interconnection between people, animals, plants, and their shared environment.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a) 1 only

b)1,2

1,3

d)2,3

Solution: ¢)

Karnataka will be one of two States where the ‘One Health’ programme will be piloted, the other State being
Uttarakhand.

Set to be launched on June 28, the pilot will be used to develop a national One Health Framework, a key objective
of the One Health Support Unit (OHSU) initiated by the Department of Animal Husbandry and Dairying (DAHD),
Government of India.

The framework is aimed at improving national and State-level resource allocation and policy ecosystem on
early prediction, detection, and diagnosis of zoonotic diseases through increased quality, availability, and utility
of data evidence.

At the global level, four organisations — World Health Organization, Food and Agriculture Organization, World
Organisation for Animal Health, and the United Nations Environment Programme — have joined together to work
out strategies as far as the inter-relatedness and the way to move forward for One Health are concerned. As a
concept, it is assumed that any health matters are all interrelated with each other and we cannot treat human,
animal or wildlife health in isolation.

One Health is a collaborative, multisectoral, and transdisciplinary approach — working at the local, regional,
national, and global levels — with the goal of achieving optimal health outcomes recognizing the
interconnection between people, animals, plants, and their shared environment.

Source

5. Science and Technology

1) Consider the following statements regarding West Nile Virus.
1. The West Nile Virus is a mosquito-borne, RNA virus.
2. Itis a flavivirus related to the viruses that cause Japanese encephalitis, and yellow fever.
3. Birds are the reservoir host of the virus.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a)1,2
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Solution: d)

The West Nile Virus is a mosquito-borne, single-stranded RNA virus. It is a flavivirus related to the viruses that
cause St. Louis encephalitis, Japanese encephalitis, and yellow fever.

Culex species of mosquitoes act as the principal vectors for transmission. It is transmitted by infected
mosquitoes between and among humans and animals, including birds, which are the reservoir host of the virus.

“Mosquitoes become infected when they feed on infected birds, which circulate the virus in their blood for a few
days. The virus eventually gets into the mosquito’s salivary glands. During later blood meals (when mosquitoes
bite), the virus may be injected into humans and animals, where it can multiply and possibly cause illness.”

Source

2) Consider the following statements regarding the phenomenon of “Gravitational lensing”.

1. A gravitational lens can occur when a huge amount of matter, like a cluster of galaxies, creates a
gravitational field that distorts and magnifies the light from distant galaxies that are behind it but in the same line
of sight.

2. Gravitational lenses act like natural cosmic telescopes.

3. Gravitational lensing is opposite to the Einstein’s theory of general relativity.

4. More massive the object, the stronger is its gravitational field.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a)l,2

b) 1,24

c)1,3,4

d)2,3,4

Solution: b)

e The phenomenon of gravitational lensing occurs when a huge amount of matter, such as a massive galaxy,
cluster of galaxies or a black hole, creates a gravitational field that distorts and magnifies the light from
objects behind it.

e Gravitational lensing is based on Einstein’s theory of general relativity (Mass bend light).

e Normal lenses such as the ones in a magnifying glass work by bending light rays that pass through them in
a process known as refraction, in order to focus the light somewhere else.

e Similarly, the gravitational field of a massive object causes light rays passing close to that object to be bent
and refocused somewhere else.

e The more massive the object, the stronger its gravitational field and hence the greater the bending of light
rays — just like using denser materials to make optical lenses results in a greater amount of refraction.

e In effect, gravitational lenses act like natural cosmic telescopes.

3) Consider the following statements.
1. Massive stars with masses around 10-25 times the mass of the Sun collapse and shrink to form neutron
stars.
2. A small number of neutron stars become magnetars which possess intense magnetic field.
3. There are millions of magnetars been spotted within the Milky Way Galaxy.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1only
b)1,2
1,3
di,23
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Solution: b)

How magnetars form?

During the course of their evolution, massive stars — with masses around 10-25 times the mass of the Sun —
eventually collapse and shrink to form very compact objects called neutron stars. A subset of these neutron
stars are the so-called magnetars which possess intense magnetic fields. These are highly dense and have
breathtakingly high rotation speeds — they have rotational periods that can be just 0.3 to 12.0 seconds.

Stellar fireworks
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flare which briefly Uit up this star
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eventually shrinkto  flare that they
form neutron stars can be observed,
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intense magnetic giant flare lasted
fields approximately
PRSI 160 milliseconds
:ela:i?ely r:,s,e fi?:eddj:?;':s Distant star: An artist's illustration of the
objects, with only spewed as much magnetar which is about 13 million lght years
about thirty having  energy that our away, In the direction of NGC 253, a prominent
been spotted Sun will radiate galaxy in the Sculptor group of galaxies.
within the Milky in1,00,000 = BIRKELAND CENTRE FOR SPACE SCIENCE, UNIVERSITY OF
Way so far years BERGEN AND MOUNT VISUAL

4) Consider the following statements.
1. Alzheimer’s Disease which is an age-related disease, is the main and major cause of dementia.
2. Dementia is a group of symptoms that affect memory and thinking and interfere with daily life.
3. Currently there is no treatment to reduce the symptoms of dementia.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a)1,2
b) 2,3
1,3
di,2,3

Solution: a)

Dementia is a group of symptoms that affect memory and thinking and interfere with daily life. Alzheimer’s
Disease is the main and major cause of dementia. Treatments to reduce the symptoms and progression of
dementia can be clinical, or methods such as practising yoga, breathing exercises, brisk walking and listening to
tuneful music. It is an age-related disease, affecting over 55 million people across the world. The National Health
Portal of India says that as per the Census 2011, dementia affects 2.7% of the 65 million Indian Senior Citizens
over 65 years of age.

5) Consider the following statements regarding Gait analysis.
1. Gait analysis is a technique in medical care which is used to evaluate and diagnose conditions that
affect a person’s walking and posture.

2. Gait analysis techniques can be used by forensic sciences experts to identify suspects in criminal cases.
@
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Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) Lonly
b) 2 only
c) Both1and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: ¢)

Gait is defined as a manner of walking or moving on foot. Gait analysis is a technique in podiatry medical care
and the treatment of the foot, which is used to evaluate and diagnose conditions that affect walking and
posture.

The analysis can help experts zero in on the source of an injury or pain that determines the way in which an
individual stands or walks. It can also be used by physiotherapists for treatment, and in athletics training so that
athletes can perform better and in greater comfort.

Gait analysis techniques have now been borrowed by forensic sciences experts to identify suspects in criminal
cases. For the analysis, experts compare the gait of a person seen in CCTV footage from the crime spot with a
sample of the suspect’s walk. Using computer software, the two images are compared.

In India, police have relied on the gait test in a few other cases previously.

The degree of uniqueness of a person’s gait compared with other, more precise parameters used to establish
identity, such as fingerprints or a DNA test, is yet to be established.

Source

6) Consider the following statements.

1. Hypertension and diabetes are the biggest causes of kidney damage in India.

2. Under the Transplantation of Human Organs and Tissues Act, organs can be harvested from deceased
donors or from living relatives of the recipient.

3. According to the law in India, Livers, pancreas, lungs and Kidneys can be harvested from living donors.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a)l,2

b)1,3

c)2,3

di,2,3

Solution: d)

Under the Transplantation of Human Organs and Tissues Act, 1994, amended in 2011 and 2014, organs can be
harvested from deceased donors or from living relatives of the recipient (children, siblings, spouse, or
grandparents, and grandchildren). The Act also allows unrelated donors such as relatives other than close ones,
long-term friends, or in-laws, but prohibits any financial exchange.

Although livers, pancreas, or lungs can be harvested from living donors, the rackets mainly target the kidney as it
is the most in demand.

The kidney can survive longer outside of the body — 24 to 36 hours — than the lungs (4-5 hour) and the liver (8-
12).

What causes kidney failure?

The most common cause is hypertension and diabetes. Other causes include certain hereditary diseases,
infections, and autoimmune diseases. “High blood pressure and diabetes are the biggest causes of kidney damage
in India, leading to 50% of kidney failures. Obesity is also a big risk factor because it increases the risk of diabetes

and hypertension.
@
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Source

7) Consider the following statements regarding International Liquid Mirror Telescope (ILMT).

1. International Liquid Mirror Telescope (ILMT) has been setup in India.

2. The telescope will make sky surveys possible and obtain images that can help observe stars, galaxies,
supernovae explosions and record the presence of space debris or meteorites.

3. The Telescope uses a large pool of mercury placed in a vessel which is spun so fast, that it helps in
focusing the reflected light.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a)l,2

b)1,3

c)2,3

di1,23

Solution: d)

The Four-metre International Liquid Mirror Telescope (ILMT) saw the first light recently, gazing out from its
vantage on Devasthal, a hill in Uttarakhand, into the deep sky.

The telescope, staring at the sky overhead, will make sky surveys possible and obtain images that can help
observe transient phenomena such as supernovae and record the presence of space debris or meteorites —
basically, watch the skies.

The telescope has been built by a collaboration of scientists from Canada, Belgium and India and is located at an
altitude of 2,450 metres at the Devasthal Observatory campus of the Aryabhata Research Institute of
Observational Sciences (ARIES) in Nainital district, an autonomous institute under the Department of Science and
Technology, Government of India.

A large pool of mercury placed in a vessel is spun around so fast that it curves into a parabolic shape. Since
mercury is reflective, this shape helps in focusing the reflected light. A thin sheet of mylar protects the mercury
from the wind.

Source

8) Consider the following statements regarding Type-1 diabetes.

1. Type | diabetes is a chronic condition in which the pancreas produces little or no insulin.

2. It typically appears in adolescence and symptoms include increased thirst, frequent urination, fatigue
and blurred vision.
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3. As per recent estimates, India has the highest number of incident and prevalent cases of Type-1
diabetes in the world.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a)1,2

b)1,3

c)2,3

d)1,2,3

Solution: d)

India has the highest number of incident and prevalent cases of Type-1 diabetes in the world as per recent
estimates from the International Diabetes Federation.

Type | diabetes, also called juvenile diabetes, is a chronic condition in which the pancreas produces little or no
insulin. It typically appears in adolescence and symptoms include increased thirst, frequent urination, hunger,
fatigue and blurred vision. Treatment is aimed at maintaining normal blood sugar levels through regular
monitoring, insulin therapy, diet and exercise.

Source

9) Consider the following statements.

1. Web 1.0 was the first generation of the global digital communications network.

2. Web 1.0 is often referred to as “read and write” internet, where users were able to communicate with
servers and other users leading to the creation of the social web.

3. Web 3.0 is used to refer to the next generation of Internet — a “read-write-execute” web with
decentralization.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a)l,2

b)1,3

c) 1 only

d)2,3

Solution: b)

Web 1.0 was the first generation of the global digital communications network. It is often referred to as the
“read-only” Internet made of static web-pages that only allowed for passive engagement.

The next stage in the evolution of the web was the “read and write” Internet. Users were now able to
communicate with servers and other users leading to the creation of the social web. This is the world wide web
that we use today.

Web 3.0 is an evolving term that is used to refer to the next generation of Internet — a “read-write-execute”
web — with decentralization as its bedrock.

It speaks about a digital world, built leveraging the blockchain technology, where people are able to interact with
each other without the need of an intermediary. Web 3.0 will be driven by Artificial Intelligence and machine
learning where machines will be able to interpret information like humans.

Source

10) Consider the following statements regarding Web 5.0

1. Web 5.0 is aimed at building an extra decentralized web that puts users in control of their data and
identity.

2. Web 5.0 is seen as an Internet without threat of censorship from governments or big tech.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
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a) Lonly

b) 2 only

c) Both1and 2

d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: ¢)

What is Web 5.0?
Being developed by Dorsey’s Bitcoin business unit, The Block Head (TBH), Web 5.0 is aimed at “building an extra
decentralized web that puts you in control of your data and identity”.

Simply put, Web 5.0 is Web 2.0 plus Web 3.0 that will allow users to ‘own their identity’ on the Internet and
‘control their data’.

Both Web 3.0 and Web 5.0 envision an Internet without threat of censorship — from governments or big tech,
and without fear of significant outages.

Web 3.0 isn’t truly decentralized or owned by its users, but is instead controlled by various “venture capitalists
and limited partners”.

Source

11) Consider the following statements.

1. A neural network is an Artificial Intelligence (Al) tech that attempts to mimic the web of neurons in the
brain to learn and behave like humans.

2. Facial recognition software, voice recognition software and the Translate apps are the examples
for Artificial Intelligence (Al).

3. CAPTCHA test aims to limit technology access to humans and keep the bots away.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a)l,2

b)1,3

c)2,3

d 1,23

Solution: d)

Facebook’s facial recognition software which identifies faces in the photos we post, the voice recognition
software that translates commands we bark at Alexa, and the Google Translate app are all examples of Al tech.

We use the CAPTCHA, to limit technology access to humans and keep the bots at bay.

A CAPTCHA ("Completely Automated Public Turing test to tell Computers and Humans Apart") is a type
of challenge-response test used in computing to determine whether the user is human.

A neural network is an Al tech that attempts to mimic the web of neurons in the brain to learn and behave like
humans. Early efforts in building neural networks targeted image recognition.

Source

12) Language Model for Dialogue Applications (LaMDA), is an artificial intelligence (Al) based chatbot, developed
by
a) Facebook
b) Twitter
c) Google
d) Amazon
@
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Solution: c)

A senior engineer at Google claimed that the company’s artificial intelligence-based chatbot Language Model for
Dialogue Applications (LaMDA) had become “sentient”.

Google first announced LaMDA at its flagship developer conference I/0 in 2021 as its generative language model
for dialogue applications which can ensure that the Assistant would be able to converse on any topic. In simple
terms, it means that LaMDA can have a discussion based on a user’s inputs thanks completely to its language
processing models which have been trained on large amounts of dialogue.

Source

13) According to a new study, around one in 500 men could be carrying an extra X or Y chromosome (either XXY
or XYY). Such people are at increased risk of
1. Type 2 diabetes
2. Pulmonary embolism
3. Chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD)
4. Venous thrombosis
Select the correct answer code:
a)l1,2,3
b)1,3,4
c)2,3,4
d)1,23,4

Solution: d)

Around one in 500 men could be carrying an extra X or Y chromosome, most of them unaware, according to
researchers at the universities of Cambridge and Exeter. This puts them at increased risk of diseases such as type
2 diabetes, atherosclerosis and thrombosis, the researchers report in a study published in Genetics in Medicine.

Sex chromosomes determine our biological sex. Men typically have one X and one Y chromosome, while women
have two Xs. However, some men also have XXY or XYY.

Men with either XXY or XYY had higher risks of several other health conditions. They were three times more likely
to have type 2 diabetes, six times more likely to develop venous thrombosis, three times as likely to experience
pulmonary embolism, and four times more likely to suffer from chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD).

Source

14) Consider the following organisations established in relation to privatisation reforms in space sector.

1. Indian National Space Promotion and Authorization Centre was established as the commercial arm of
ISRO.

2. NewSpace India Limited (NSIL) was established as a channel through which non-governmental private
enterprises can carry out space activities.
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect?

a) Lonly

b) 2 only

c) Both 1 and 2

d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: c)

NewsSpace India Limited (NSIL) is a Public Sector Undertaking (PSU) of Government of India and commercial arm
of Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO). It was established on 6 March 2019 under the administrative
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control of Department of Space (DoS) and the Company Act 2013. Apart from building and launching satellites,
the company will provide launch services, build customised launch vehicles, provide services of Earth observation
and communication through satellites and also transfer technology to Indian industry.

As a sequel to the establishment of NSIL came the announcement of the creation of the Indian National Space
Promotion and Authorization Centre, in June 2020 — a channel through which non-governmental private
enterprises can carry out space activities.

15) Consider the following statements regarding Gene sequencing.

1. Gene sequencing is the reliable means of detecting the virus’ many variants.

2. Gene sequencing is fast and cost-effective method.

3. Gene sequencing reads the order of nucleotides, which are the building blocks of deoxyribonucleic acid
(DNA) and ribonucleic acid (RNA).
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a) 1 only

b)1,3

1,2

d)2,3

Solution: b)
Gene sequencing — the most reliable means of detecting the virus’ many variants.

Gene sequencing reads the order of nucleotides, which are the building blocks of deoxyribonucleic acid (DNA)
and ribonucleic acid (RNA).

Despite being considered the gold standard, sequencing has a few limitations. It is slow, expensive and
complicated.

It is a multi-step process. It begins with extracting the virus’ RNA from patient samples, converting it into DNA,
amplifying or multiplying it through RT-PCR before finally sending it for gene sequencing.

Gene sequencing is also complicated and expensive. It has to be done in batches of 24, 96 or 384. Testing 384
samples on one sequencing chip “costs around Rs 10,000 per sample. The cost is higher when the number of
samples is lower.

16) Consider the following statements regarding Antimicrobial Resistance.

1. Antimicrobial Resistance is the ability of a microbe to resist the effects of medication.

2. They can spread between people and animals, including from food of animal origin, and from person to
person.

3. Antimicrobial resistant-microbes does not occur naturally.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a) 1only

b)1,2

1,3

d)2,3

Solution: b)

The term antibiotic resistance is a subset of antimicrobial resistance or AMR which is the ability of a microbe to
resist the effects of medication.

Antimicrobial resistant-microbes occur naturally and are found in people, animals, food, and the environment (in
water, soil and air).

They can spread between people and animals, including from food of animal origin, and from person to person.

www.insightsonindia.com 36 "

INSIGHTSIAS
RS S



http://www.insightsonindia.com/

INSTA CURRENT AFFAIRS QUIZ

17) Consider the following statements.

1. Medication abortion involves taking pills to end a pregnancy.

2. Progesterone is a hormone that is necessary for a pregnancy to continue.

3. World Health Organization guidelines prohibit Medication abortion at home.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a)l,2

b) 2 only

c)2,3

d)1,3

Solution: a)

What is medication abortion?
It is a regimen of pills women can take at home, a method increasingly used around the world.

In a medication abortion, a patient takes a drug called mifepristone, also known as RU-486, followed by a second
drug called misoprostol, to end a pregnancy rather than having a surgical procedure. Over half of abortions in the
United States are medication abortions.

Mifepristone, blocks a hormone called progesterone that is necessary for a pregnancy to continue.

The Food and Drug Administration has approved medication abortion for up to 10 weeks of pregnancy. World
Health Organization guidelines say it can be used up to 12 weeks at home and after 12 weeks in a medical
office.

Source

18) Which of the following are the causes behind Acquired Antimicrobial Resistance?
1. Dumping of inadequately treated effluents from the pharmaceutical industry.
2. Using narrow-spectrum antibiotics over broad-spectrum antibiotics.
3. Overuse, misuse, and improper use of antimicrobials.
4. Poor sanitation and hygiene
Select the correct answer code:
a)1,2,3
b)1,3,4
1,3
d)1,23,4

Solution: b)

Causes Behind Acquired Antimicrobial Resistance:

e Overuse, misuse, and improper use (e.g., taking antibiotics to treat viral diseases!) of antimicrobials.

e Greater access to over-the-counter antibiotic drugs in developing countries.

e Using broad-spectrum antibiotics over narrow-spectrum antibiotics (targeting specific microbes only).
e Dumping of inadequately treated effluents from the pharmaceutical industry.

e Antibiotic use in livestock feed at low doses for growth promotion is industrialized countries.

e Poor sanitation and hygiene that forces the extended use of antimicrobials.
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6. International Relations and Organisations

1) Consider the following statements regarding Protocol to Eliminate lllicit Trade in Tobacco Products.

1. The Protocol to Eliminate lllicit Trade in Tobacco Products comes under the World Health
Organization’s Framework Convention on Tobacco Control.

2. It provides the measures to eliminate illicit trade which includes establishing an international track and
trace system, and securing supply chains.

3. India has ratified the Protocol to Eliminate lllicit Trade in Tobacco Products.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a)1,2

b)1,2,3

Solution: b)

Eliminating all forms of illicit trade in tobacco products through a package of measures is one of the major
objectives of the Protocol to Eliminate lllicit Trade in Tobacco Products under the World Health Organization’s
Framework Convention on Tobacco Control. The Protocol provides the tools and the measures to eliminate or
minimise illicit trade which includes strong governance, establishing an international track and trace system, and
securing supply chains. India has already ratified the World Health Organization Protocol.

2) Consider the following statements regarding Commonwealth of Nations.

1. The Commonwealth of Nations is a political association of member states, almost all of which are
former territories of the British Empire.

2. The current Commonwealth of Nations was formally constituted by the Balfour Declaration, which
established the member states as "free and equal".

3. The head of the Commonwealth is currently Queen Elizabeth Il, who is the longest-serving monarch in
British history.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a) 1only

b)1,2

1,3

d)2,3

Solution: c)

The Commonwealth of Nations, simply referred to as the Commonwealth, is a political association of 54
member states, almost all of which are former territories of the British Empire.

It was originally created as the British Commonwealth of Nations through the Balfour Declaration at the 1926
Imperial Conference, and formalised by the United Kingdom through the Statute of Westminster in 1931. The
current Commonwealth of Nations was formally constituted by the London Declaration in 1949, which
modernised the community and established the member states as "free and equal".

The head of the Commonwealth is currently Queen Elizabeth Il. Queen Elizabeth Il is the longest-serving
monarch in British history and the year 2022 celebrates her 70th year on the throne.

Source Source

3) Consider the following statements regarding Foreign Contribution Regulation (Amendment), Act 2020.
1. Under the Act, foreign contribution cannot be transferred to any other person unless such person is
also registered for that purpose.
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2. The act increased administrative expenses through foreign funds by an organization compared to
Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Act, 2010.

3. The act states that foreign contributions must be received only in an FCRA account opened in the State
Bank of India, New Delhi Branch.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a) 1 only

b) 1,2

1,3

d)2,3

Solution: ¢)

Foreign Contribution Regulation (Amendment), Act 2020:

e Under the Act, foreign contribution cannot be transferred to any other person unless such person is
also registered for that purpose.

e The amendment also forbids sub-granting by NGOs to smaller NGOs who work at the grassroots.

e The act states that foreign contributions must be received only in an FCRA account opened in the State
Bank of India, New Delhi Branch. No funds other than the foreign contribution should be received or
deposited in this account.

e Restriction in utilisation of foreign contribution: The act gives government powers to stop utilization of
foreign funds by an organization through a “summary enquiry”.

e Reduction in use of foreign contribution for administrative purposes: The act decreases administrative
expenses through foreign funds by an organization to 20% from 50% earlier.

e Surrender of certificate: The act allows the central government to permit a person to surrender their
registration certificate.

4) Which of the following are some of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)?
1. Zero hunger
2. Decent work and economic growth
3. No poverty
4. Responsible Consumption and Production
5. Zero inequality
Select the correct answer code:
a)1,3,4,5
b)1,2,3,4
1,34
d)1,2,3,4,5

Solution: b)

‘No poverty’ and ‘Zero hunger’ are the first and second SDGs. According to NITI Aayog (2020-21), out of 100
points set for the grade of Achiever, India scored 60 (Performer grade, score 50-64) for no poverty and 47
(Aspirant grade, score 0-49) for zero hunger, with wide State-level variations. India’s score in the SDGs of 8, 9, and
12 (‘Decent work and economic growth’; ‘Industry, Innovation and Infrastructure’ and ‘Responsible Consumption
and Production’, respectively) — considered for working out planetary pressure — are 61 (performer), 55
(performer) and 74 (front runner), respectively.

SDG 10 — Reduced inequalities.
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5) Which of the following statements best describes the term ‘Black swan event’?
a) Mass killing of Black swan to prevent the spread of Bird flu.
b) Vaccination of birds to prevent their high death rates
c) A rare, unpredictable event that comes as a surprise and has a significant impact on society
d) An economy which is severely starved of Foreign currency reserves.

Solution: c)

A black swan is a rare, unpredictable event that comes as a surprise and has a significant impact on society or
the world. These events are said to have three distinguishing characteristics — they are extremely rare and
outside the realm of regular expectations; they have a severe impact after they hit; and they seem probable in
hindsight when plausible explanations appear.

Is the Covid-19 pandemic a black swan event?

Taleb does not agree with those who believe it to be one. In an interview, he called it a “white swan”, arguing that
it was predictable, and there was no excuse for companies and governments not to be prepared for something
like this.

Source

6) Title IX, the law in United States that was recently in news is related to
a) Environmental Protection
b) Old Age Pension
¢) Gender Equity
d) Regulate the sale and possession of firearms

Solution: ¢)

Title IX, the law best known for its role in gender equity in athletics and preventing sexual harassment on
campuses, is turning 50. The law forbids discrimination based on sex in education.
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The law applies to several areas of education: athletics, the classroom, sexual assault and violence on campus,
employment, discrimination, admissions, retaliation and even financial assistance with tuition.

Source

7) Consider the following statements regarding WTQO’s Agreement on Agriculture.

1. It is aimed to remove trade barriers and to promote transparent market access and integration of
global markets.

2. It entered into force with the establishment of the WTO in 1995.

3. The WTO’s Agriculture Committee oversees implementation of the Agreement and provides a forum
for members to address related concerns.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a)l,2

b)1,3

c)2,3

d1i,23

Solution: d)

WTO'’s Agreement on Agriculture:

The Agreement on Agriculture (AoA) is an international treaty of the World Trade Organization. It was negotiated
during the Uruguay Round of the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade, and entered into force with the
establishment of the WTO on January 1, 1995.

It is aimed to remove trade barriers and to promote transparent market access and integration of global
markets.

The WTO’s Agriculture Committee oversees implementation of the Agreement and provides a forum for
members to address related concerns.

8) Consider the following statements regarding Global Antimicrobial Resistance and Use Surveillance System
(GLASS).

1. Global Antimicrobial Resistance and Use Surveillance System (GLASS) is the first global collaborative
effort to standardize Antimicrobial Resistance (AMR) surveillance.

2. It was launched by World Health Organisation (WHO).

3. The members of GLASS are encouraged to implement the surveillance standards based on their
national priorities and available resources.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a)1,2

b)1,3

c)2,3

di,2,3

Solution: d)

In 2015, WHO launched the Global Antimicrobial Surveillance System (GLASS) to work closely with WHO
collaborating centres and existing antimicrobial resistance surveillance networks.

It is the first global collaborative effort to standardize AMR surveillance.

As members of GLASS, countries are encouraged to implement the surveillance standards and indicators
gradually based on their national priorities and available resources.
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7. Polity

1) Consider the following statements.

1. Hate Speech refers to an incitement to hatred primarily against a group of persons defined in terms of
race, ethnicity and gender.

2. At present there are no provisions in the Indian Penal Code to penalize hate speech.
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect?

a) Lonly

b) 2 only

c) Both1and 2

d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: b)

Hate Speech as defined by the 267th report of the Law Commission of India is “an incitement to hatred primarily
against a group of persons defined in terms of race, ethnicity, gender, sexual orientation, religious belief and
the like”.

Under Indian Penal Code:
e Sections 153A and 153B of the IPC: Punishes acts that cause enmity and hatred between two groups.
e Section 295A of the IPC: Deals with punishing acts which deliberately or with malicious intention outrage
the religious feelings of a class of persons.
e Sections 505(1) and 505(2): Make the publication and circulation of content which may cause ill-will or
hatred between different groups an offence.

2) Which of the following are the Provisions in the Indian Constitution to uphold fair and free elections in India?
1. The Constitution sets the grounds for disqualification of MPs and members of legislative assemblies.
2. The powers of Superintendence of fair elections in India have been vested in the Election Commission.
3. No person is ineligible for inclusion in, or to claim to be included in a special, electoral roll on grounds
of religion, race, caste or sex.
Select the correct answer code:
a) 1 only
b) 1,2
1,3
di,23

Solution: d)

Provisions in the Indian Constitution to uphold fair and free elections in India:

e Article 102 of the Constitution sets grounds for disqualification of MPs whereas Article 191 sets out the same
grounds for disqualification for member legislative assemblies.

e Article 324 of the Indian Constitution grants powers to the Election Commission of India to direct and control
free and fair elections in India. The powers of Superintendence have been vested in the Election Commission.

e Article 325 of the Constitution ensures universal suffrage and provides that no person be ineligible for
inclusion in, or to claim to be included in a special, electoral roll on grounds of religion, race, caste or sex.

3) Consider the following statements.
1. A key pillar of democratic governance is citizens’ power to question the state.
2. The Companies Act that mandates corporates to pay at least 2% of their net profits before tax to the
development activities is a case of state-driven governance mechanism promoting collaboration among non-state
actors.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) Lonly
b) 2 only
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c) Both1and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: c)

Section 135 of the Companies Act mandates corporates who are beyond a certain level of profits and turnover to
pay at least 2% of their net profits before tax to the development space. This law gives corporates the necessary
impetus to collaborate with non-state actors like Non-Governmental Organisations (NGOs) and Civil Society
Organisations (CSOs). This is a classic case of state-driven governance mechanism promoting collaboration
among non-state actors.

A key pillar of democratic governance is citizens’ power to question the state.

4) Consider the following statements.

1. Association for Democratic Reforms is a non-partisan, non-governmental organization which works in
the area of electoral and political reforms.

2. National Election Watch is a mechanism brought out by Election Commission of India to ensure free
and fair elections of the 17th Lok Sabha.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a) lonly

b) 2 only

c) Both 1and 2

d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: a)

Association for Democratic Reforms is a non-partisan, non-governmental organization which works in the area
of electoral and political reforms since 1999.

The National Election Watch (NEW) is a nationwide campaign comprising of more than 1200 NGOs and other
citizen led organizations working together on electoral reforms, improving democracy and governance in India.
The campaign is active in almost all states of India and has been doing election watches for the State Assembly
and Lok Sabha Elections since 2002.

5) Consider the following statements.

1. Protection and Improvement of Environment as a fundamental duty was included in the Original
Constitution.

2. Under Article 253, Parliament has the power to make laws for implementing international treaties and
agreements.
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect?

a) 1only

b) 2 only

c) Both 1 and 2

d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: a)

After the Stockholm Declaration on the Global Environment, the Constitution was amended in 1976 to include
Protection and Improvement of Environment as a fundamental duty.

Under Article 253, Parliament has the power to make laws for implementing international treaties and
agreements and can legislate on the preservation of the natural environment. Parliament used Article 253 to
enact the Environment Protection Act to implement the decisions reached at the Stockholm Conference.

6) Consider the following statements regarding the Representation of Peoples Act, 1951.
www.insightsonindia.com 43 ‘.’ INSIGHTSIAS

ST



http://www.insightsonindia.com/

INSTA CURRENT AFFAIRS QUIZ

1. The Representation of Peoples Act, 1951 provides a legal framework for the conduct of elections in
India.

2. The Act also provides for disqualification of candidates on conviction for certain offences.

3. The key provisions of the act include allocation of seats in the House of the People and in the
Legislative Assemblies and Legislative Councils of States.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a) 1 only

b) 1,2

1,3

d 1,23

Solution: d)

e The Representation of Peoples Act, 1951 provides a legal framework for the conduct of elections in India.

e The key provisions of the act include allocation of seats in the House of the People and in the Legislative
Assemblies and Legislative Councils of States.

e The Act also lays down procedures for electoral rolls and the manner of filling seats. There are provisions
under ROPA for disqualification of candidates.

7) The electoral college for the Indian Presidential election comprises of elected members of

1. Rajya Sabha

2. Lok Sabha

3. State Legislative Assemblies

4. Assemblies of the Union Territories of Delhi, Puducherry and Jammu & Kashmir.
Select the correct answer code:

a)l,2

b)1,2,3

1,24

d)1,23,4

Solution: b)

The presidential electoral college is made up of the following:
e elected members of the Rajya Sabha;
e elected members of the Lok Sabha;
e elected members of each state's Legislative Assembly; and
o elected members of each union territory possessing a Legislative assembly (i.e. Delhi, (Jammu & Kashmir
not included) and Puducherry)

The MLAs of the UT of J&K are no longer part of the electoral college.
Source

8) Consider the following statements regarding Indian Presidential election.
1. Each candidate for the Presidential election would require 50 members of the electoral college to
propose their name and another 50 to second it.
2. At present, the total value of votes of MPs and MLAs is based on 2011 Census population figures.
2. Among all the States, Goa has the lowest value of the vote of each MLA.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) Lonly
b)1,2
1,3
d)2,3
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Solution: a)

The total value of votes would be 10,86,431 (5,43,200 for MPs or 700 votes each and 5,43,231 for MLAs based on
1971 Census population figures).

Each candidate would require 50 members of the electoral college to propose their name and another 50 to
second it.

The polling would be carried out in the Parliament House for MPs and at the respective State Assemblies for
MLAs, with the Rajya Sabha Secretary General declared as the Returning Officer. The electors would cast their
ballots using the pen provided by the EC as has been the norm.

Among all the States, Sikkim has the lowest value of the vote of each MLA.
Source

9) Consider the following statements regarding election of Rajya Sabha MPs.

1. Any Bill passed by the Lok Sabha, needs the assent of the Rajya Sabha to become a law.

2. The Rajya Sabha should consist of not more than 250 members.

3. In the last three decades, no ruling party has ever (won) crossed halfway mark of the total number of
seats in the Rajya Sabha.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a)l,2

b) 2 only

c)2,3

d)1,3

Solution: c)

Any Bill, barring those designated as Money Bills by the Lok Sabha Speaker, needs the assent of the second
chamber to become law.

The Rajya Sabha should consist of not more than 250 members - 238 members representing the States and
Union Territories, and 12 members nominated by the President. As of 2021 it has a membership of 245, of which
233 are elected by the legislatures of the states and union territories using single transferable votes through open
ballots, while the president can appoint 12 members for their contributions to art, literature, science, and social
services.

In the last three-and-a-half-decades, no ruling party has ever crossed halfway mark of the total number of seats
in the Rajya Sabha.

Source

10) Consider the following statements regarding Rajya Sabha elections.

1. Rajya Sabha is a permanent House and cannot be dissolved.

2. To ensure continuity, one-third of its members retire after every second year, and biennial elections
are held to fill these vacancies.

3. By-polls are not held in the case of Rajya Sabha elections.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a) Lonly

b)1,2

1,3

di,23

Solution: b)
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Rajya Sabha is a permanent House and cannot be dissolved. To ensure continuity, one-third of its members
retire after every second year, under Article 83(1) of the Constitution, and “biennial elections” are held to fill
these vacancies. The term of a member is six years.

Vacancies arising due to resignation, death or disqualification are filled up through bypolls, and those elected
serve out the remainder of their predecessors’ term.

Source

11) Consider the following statements regarding Rajya Sabha elections.

1. The number of votes a candidate to the Rajya Sabha election requires depends on the number of
vacancies and the strength of the House.

2. If for any seat, candidates fail to get the specified number, the second-preference votes will be taken
into account.

3. Candidates can also win without contesting, if they are elected unopposed.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a)l,2

b)1,3

c)2,3

di,23

Solution: d)

The number of votes a candidate requires depends on the number of vacancies and the strength of the House.
If there is only one vacancy, the required quota under the Election Commission’s Conduct of Election Rules, 1961,
is calculated by taking the number of votes polled, divided it by 2, and adding 1. For example, if 100 votes are
polled in an Assembly, the Rajya Sabha candidate would need:

100/2 + 1 = 51 votes

If there is more than one vacancy, the equation is based on an assigned value of 100 for every first-preference
vote. The values of the votes credited to all candidates are totalled. The total is divided by 1 more than the
number of vacancies, and 1 is added to this quotient.

For example, if 100 members of an Assembly vote for 3 Rajya Sabha vacancies, the required quota by any
candidate would be
(100 x 100)/(3 + 1) + 1 = 2501

If for any seat, candidates fail to get the specified number, the second-preference votes will be taken into
account, but with a lower value.

Recently Biennial elections were held for 57 seats across 15 states. But elections were necessitated only in 16
seats from four states — Haryana, Maharashtra, Rajasthan and Karnataka. The remaining 41 candidates were
declared elected unopposed.

Source

12) Consider the following statements.

1. Election Commission of India is not only responsible for conducting free and fair elections but it also
renders a quasi-judicial function between the various political parties.

2. Both the number and tenure of the Election Commissioners are decided by the Chief Election
Commissioner.

3. The appointment of Election Commissioners falls within the purview of Article 324 of the Constitution.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a) 1only
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Solution: c)

The appointment of ECs falls within the purview of Article 324(2) of the Constitution, which establishes the
institution. Pertinently, it contains a ‘subject to’ clause which provides that both the number and tenure of the
ECs shall be “subject to provisions of any law made in that behalf by Parliament, be made by the President.”

It was left to Parliament to enact legislation regarding the appointment of ECs. Apart from enacting a law in 1989
enlarging the number of ECs from one to three, Parliament has so far not enacted any changes to the
appointment process.

Election Commission is not only responsible for conducting free and fair elections but it also renders a quasi-
judicial function between the various political parties including the ruling government and other parties.

13) Consider the following statements regarding State Legislative Council’s graduate and teacher constituencies.

1. The Constitution of India prescribes that close to one-twelfth of MLCs in State are to be elected by an
electorate consisting solely of graduates and another one-twelfth by an electorate consisting of teachers.

2. Only those who have been graduates for at least one year are qualified to be enrolled in the voter rolls.

3. Such MLCs can introduce ordinary bills, bills related to taxation and spending in the Legislative Council.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a) lonly

b)1,2

c)1,3

d)2,3

Solution: a)

Under clause 3 of Article 171 of the Constitution, as close as possible to one-twelfth of MLCs are to be elected
by an electorate consisting solely of graduates and another one-twelfth by an electorate consisting of teachers.

Who can vote?
Any university graduate can register as a voter in these elections conducted after the six-year term of a member
ends. The Election Commission prepares a separate voting list from the voters list.

According to Section 27 of the Representation of the People Act 1950, only those who have been graduates for
at least three years or possess a certificate that the state government and the Election Commission recognise as
equivalent to a degree are qualified to be enrolled in the voter rolls.

Similarly, everyone who is ordinarily a resident in a teachers’ constituency and has at least three years of teaching
experience in any educational institution recognised by the state government is entitled to vote in the election.

What are these MLCs’ roles and responsibilities?

They are expected to help the state government make laws and regulations based on their knowledge and
experience. They can ask questions of ministers and initiate debates. They can introduce ordinary bills, but not
bills related to taxation, spending etc since only the Assembly can take up money bills.

Source

14) Consider the following statements regarding Lok Adalat.
1. Generally, a Lok Adalat consists of a judicial officer as the chairman and a lawyer and a social worker as
members.
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2. The Lok Adalat shall have the same powers as are vested in a Civil Court under the Code of Civil
Procedure.

3. Every award made by a Lok Adalat shall be final and binding on all the parties to the dispute.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a)1,2

b)1,3

c)2,3

d)1,2,3

Solution: d)

Generally, a Lok Adalat consists of a judicial officer as the chairman and a lawyer (advocate) and a social worker
as members.

The Lok Adalat shall have the same powers as are vested in a Civil Court under the Code of Civil Procedure
(1908), while trying a suit in respect of the following matters: (a) the summoning and enforcing the attendance of
any witness examining him on oath; (b) the discovery and production of any document; (c) the reception of
evidence on affidavits; (d) the requisitioning of any public record or document from any court or office; and (e)
such other matters as may be prescribed.

The award (decision) made by the Lok Adalats is deemed to be a decree of a civil court and is final and binding
on all parties and no appeal against such an award lies before any court of law. If the parties are not satisfied with
the award of the Lok Adalat though there is no provision for an appeal against such an award, but they are free to
initiate litigation by approaching the court of appropriate jurisdiction by filing a case by following the required
procedure, in exercise of their right to litigate.

Source

15) Consider the following statements.

1. State immunity is a principle of international law that shields a state and its property against legal
proceedings in the courts of other countries.

2. Under absolute immunity, a state enjoys total immunity from being sued or having its assets seized by
a foreign court, except in commercial matters.
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect?

a) 1 only

b) 2 only

c) Both 1 and 2

d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: b)

State immunity — a well-established principle of international law — shields a state and its property against
legal proceedings in the courts of other countries. This covers immunity from both jurisdiction and execution.
However, there is no international legal instrument in force dealing with state immunity in the municipal legal
systems of different countries, which has created an international void. Consequently, countries have filled this
void through their national legislations and domestic judicial practices on state immunity.

Typically, prominent jurisdictions such as Canada follow the concept of restrictive immunity (a foreign State is
immune only for sovereign functions) and not absolute immunity (total immunity from all legal proceedings in a
foreign court).

Under absolute immunity, a state enjoys total immunity from being sued or having its assets seized by a foreign
court, even in commercial matters.

16) Which of the following are the functions of Election Commission of India?
@
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1. Preparing up-to-date list of all valid voters.
2. Fix and limit the election expenses and code of conduct.
3. Settle down disputes referred by the President of India.
4. Division of Constituencies
Select the correct answer code:
a)l,2
b)1,3,4
c)2,3,4
di1,23,4

Solution: d)

Preparing up-
to-date lists of
all the valid
VOLETS: Fix and limit
the election
expenses &
code of
conduct.

Preparing up-
to-date lists of

all the valid
voters.

Election Settledown
Commission disputes
= referred by the

of India President

Division of
constituencies.

17) Consider the following statements regarding Election Commission of India (ECI).

1. The Election Commission of India is an autonomous constitutional authority responsible for conducting
all election processes in India.

2. The Constitution has not prescribed the qualifications of the members of the Election Commission.

3. The Constitution has specified the term of the members of the Election Commission.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a)l,2

b) 2 only

c)2,3

d)1,2,3

Solution: b)

e The Election Commission of India is an autonomous constitutional authority responsible for administering
Union and State election processes in India.

e The body administers elections to the Lok Sabha, Rajya Sabha, and State Legislative Assemblies in India, and
the offices of the President and Vice President in the country.

e Itis not concerned with the elections to panchayats and municipalities in the states. For this, the Constitution
of India provides for a separate State Election Commission.

e The Constitution has not prescribed the qualifications (legal, educational, administrative or judicial) of the
members of the Election Commission.

e The Constitution has not specified the term of the members of the Election Commission.
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8. History, Art and Culture

1) Consider the following statements.

1. The Bhakti movement started earlier and got well established first in North India and much later in
South India.

2. During Bhakti movement, many of the poet-saints were preaching for abolishing the Varna system.

3. One school within the Bhakti movement was the Nirguni tradition, according to which God was
understood to be universal and formless being.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a)1,2

b) 2 only

)23

di1,3

Solution: c)

The Bhakti movement, which began in the 7th century in South India, had begun to spread across north India in
the 14th and the 15th centuries. The movement was characterized by popular poet-saints who sang devotional
songs to God in vernacular languages, with many preaching for the abolishing the Varna system and some kind
of Hindu-Muslim unity. They emphasized an intense emotional attachment with God.

One school within the Bhakti movement was the Nirguni tradition and Sant Kabir was a prominent member of it.
In this tradition, God was understood to be a universal and formless being.

Source

2) Baikho festival, a spring festival is celebrated in the State of
a) Odisha
b) Madhya Pradesh
c) Assam
d) Jharkhand

Solution: c)

Every year, the Rabha community in India's north-eastern state of Assam celebrates the Baikho festival, to
please a deity of wealth and ask for good rains and a good harvest.

3) Kheer Bhawani Temple, recently in news is located in
a) Andhra Pradesh
b) Tamil Nadu
c) Uttarakhand
d) Jammu and Kashmir

Solution: d)
Kheer Bhawani temple is situated in Jammu and Kashmir.

4) Consider the following statements.

1. In India all the museums lie under the control of the Ministry of Culture, Government of India.

2. National Council of Science Museums is an autonomous body under the Ministry of Culture,
Government of India.

3. A first-of-its-kind Global Summit on ‘Reimagining Museums in India’ was organised by Ministry of
Culture, Government of India.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
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a)1,2

b) 2,3
1,3
di,2,3
Solution: b)

India is home to over 1,000 museums representing a rich and diverse blend of the cultural, religious and scientific
achievements that our civilisation has witnessed over the years. These museums do not just lie under the control
of the Ministry of Culture. Other Ministries manage the Railway museums, the crafts and textiles museums,
and the food museum, to name a few. Therefore, the government is taking a whole-of -government approach to
provide a wholesome experience to all stakeholders. To achieve this, as an example, the 25 science cities, centres
and museums under the National Council of Science Museums, an autonomous body under the Ministry of
Culture, are backed with a Memoranda of Understanding with the Council of Scientific and Industrial Research
(CSIR).

The Ministry of Culture organised a first-of-its-kind Global Summit on ‘Reimagining Museums in India’ in
February this year.

Source

5) Consider the following statements regarding Apatsahayeswarar temple.
1. Apatsahayeswarar temple is located in Tamil Nadu.
2. The temple is of greater significance in the evolution of Chola art and architecture.
3. The temple has been standing derelict for over a century.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a)l,2
b)1,3
c)2,3
d) 1,23

Solution: d)

The 12th century Apatsahayeswarar temple at Tukkachchi near Kumbakonam, which has been standing derelict
for over a century.

The temple was closely associated with Kulotunga | and Vikrama Chola. The temple is of greater significance in
the evolution of Chola art and architecture during the later Chola period”. “Apart from that, its importance lies
in the fact that it is perhaps the only big temple built during the days of Vikrama Chola.

6) Sao Joao festival, is an annual Catholic festival celebrated in
a) Pondicherry
b) Kerala
c) Goa
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d) Tamil Nadu

Solution: c)

As in every monsoon, Catholics in Goa will celebrate Sao Joao, the feast of St John the Baptist. The celebrations
will include revellers sporting crowns made of fruits, flowers and leaves, and the major draw of the feast is the
water bodies — wells, ponds, fountains, rivers — in which the revellers take the “leap of joy”.

Source

9. Agriculture

1) Consider the following statements.

1. Urea is a chemical fertiliser that artificially provides nitrogen, a major nutrient required by plants.

2. The efficiency of liquid nano urea is more than double the efficiency of conventional urea.

3. Liquid nano urea provide a targeted supply of nutrients to crops, as they are absorbed by the stomata
found on the epidermis of leaves.
Which of the above statement sis/are correct?

a)1,2

b)1,3

c)2,3

d)1,2,3

Solution: d)
Prime Minister inaugurated the country’s first liquid nano urea plant at Kalol.

liquid nano urea is essentially urea in the form of a nanoparticle. Urea is a chemical nitrogen fertiliser, white in
colour, which artificially provides nitrogen, a major nutrient required by plants.
The product has been developed at IFFCO’s Nano Biotechnology Research Centre (NBRC) at Kalol.

While conventional urea has an efficiency of about 25 per cent, the efficiency of liquid nano urea can be as high
as 85-90 per cent. Conventional urea fails to have the desired impact on crops as it is often applied incorrectly,
and the nitrogen in it is vaporised or lost as gas. A lot of nitrogen is also washed away during irrigation.

Liquid nano urea is sprayed directly on the leaves and gets absorbed by the plant. Fertilisers in nano form provide
a targeted supply of nutrients to crops, as they are absorbed by the stomata, pores found on the epidermis of
leaves.

Source

2) Consider the following statements regarding minimum support price (MSP).

1. Generally, the minimum support price (MSP) rates are announced before the beginning of the sowing
season.

2. Among all the crops for which MSP are provided, the maximum rate is provided for Paddy.

3. Any increase in the MSP is approved by the Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA), chaired by
Prime Minister of India.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a) Lonly

b)1,2

1,3

@
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d)2,3

Solution: c)

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA), chaired by Prime Minister, approved the increase in MSPs
for all 14 kharif (summer) crops for 2022-23 crop year.

Announcing the MSP hike before the sowing of kharif crops will give farmers an indication about the price which
they would get and help them in deciding which crops to grow.

Benchmark rises | on Wednesday, the Cabinet
Committee on Economic Affairs increased the Minimum
Support Price (MSP) for all mandated Kharif crops for

marketing season 2022-23. A look at the increase in
MSP for select crops .
Increase | Return
in MSP over cost
(Absolute) | (%)
|50
85 @

Paddy (Common) [ 2,040 |100

Bajra 2,350 |100

Ragi 3578 | 201 50 pe) ?

Maize 1,962 92 50 Q

Moong 7755 |480 50 4.

Urad 6,600 |300 59

Groundnut 5850 |300 51

Sesame 7,830 523 50 SOURCE: PIB
Source

3) Consider the following statements.
1. The Food Corporation of India (FCI) was constituted on the recommendation of the LK Jha Committee.
2. The minimum support price (MSP) of a crop is the same throughout the country.
3. Agricultural wage rate is not considered while setting up of the MSP.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a)1,2
b)1,3
c)2,3
di,2,3

Solution: a)

For the first time, in 1966-67, the minimum support price (MSP) of wheat and paddy was fixed. To fix the price,
the central government constituted the Agricultural Prices Commission, which was later renamed as the
Commission for Agricultural Costs and Prices (CACP) in 1985.

This means that the minimum support price (MSP) system was introduced in the country to protect the
interests of the farmers in general. Under this system, even if the price of a crop falls in the market, the central
government procures it at the fixed MSP from the farmers so that they can be shielded against losses.

The MSP of a crop is the same throughout the country.

The Food Corporation of India (FCI) was constituted in 1965 on the recommendation of the LK Jha Committee.
The government stores the grains procured from the farmers with the FCl and NAFED (National Agricultural
Cooperative Marketing Federation of India) from where the grains are distributed to the poor under the Public
Distribution System (PDS).

Since 2009, the Commission for Agricultural Costs and Prices fixes the minimum support price of a crop based on
cost, demand, supply position, price changes, market price trend, different costs and international market prices.
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The Ministry of Agriculture also claims that the cost of production of cultivation does not only include cash
expenditure (as per market) but also the cost of labour (as per market rate). This means that agricultural wage
rate is also considered while setting up of the MSP.

4) Consider the following statements.

1. India is the largest sugar producer in the world.

2. The Sugar Development Fund was established through an act of parliament to provide loans at nominal
rate of interest to Sugar mills.

3. According to WTO rules, the export subsidies provided by the government to the sugar mills cannot
exceed 50% of the total value of sugar production.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a)l,2

b) 2 only

c)2,3

di,3

Solution: b)

Brazil is the largest producer and exporter of sugar in the world. India is the world's second largest sugar
producer after Brazil. In December 2020, the government had approved a subsidy of Rs 3,500 crore to sugar mills
for the export of 60 lakh tonnes of sugar.

In the previous marketing year 2019-20 (October-September), the government had provided a lump sum export
subsidy of Rs 10,448 per tonne.

Many countries had complained that India's support measures to sugarcane producers exceeds the de minimis
level of 10 per cent of the total value of sugarcane production. According to WTO rules, subsidies cannot exceed
10% of the total value of sugar production.

Recently the Centre decided to restructure loans worth over X3,000 crore offered to sugar mills by the Sugar
Development Fund.

10. Defence and Security

1) Consider the following statements regarding India’s Project 75-I.

1. Under Project 75-I, nuclear submarines are built domestically.

2. Air independent propulsion systems (AIP) are installed on the submarines for longer underwater
endurance.

3. Project 75-1 is also the first programme to be progressed under the Ministry of Defence’s new Strategic
Partnership concept which offers a level-playing field to the private sector.
Which of the above statement sis/are correct?

a)1,2

b)1,3

c)2,3

di,23

Solution: c)

India’s Project 75-1, under which conventional (non-nuclear or diesel-electric) submarines are to be built
domestically.
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A major issue of contention in Project 75-1 appears to be the installation of an air independent propulsion
system (AIP) on these vessels. Since conventional submarines are propelled underwater by electric-power,
battery endurance remains a major limitation. The submarine has to periodically expose itself to draw air for
running generators that charge their battery-banks. It was to overcome this major vulnerability that several types
of propulsion systems were evolved in Europe using “air independent,” closed-cycle diesel or steam engines
which would endow conventional submarines with much longer underwater endurance.

Project 75-1 is also the first programme to be progressed under the MoD’s new Strategic Partnership concept
which ostensibly offers a “level-playing field” to the private sector. In this model, MDL and Larsen & Toubro will
choose a foreign submarine-builder for collaboration and offer competing bids to build six modern conventional
submarines.

Source

2) Consider the following statements.

1. The Prithvi, Agni, Trishul, Akash and Nag missiles were developed under Integrated Guided Missile
Development Programme.

2. A cruise missile is a guided missile used against terrestrial or naval targets that remains in
the atmosphere and flies the major portion of its flight path at approximately constant speed.

3. Cruise missiles are designed to deliver a large warhead over long distances with high precision.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a)l,2

b)1,3

c)2,3

d) 1,23

Solution: d)

OnJune 12, 2001, the BrahMos supersonic cruise missile was first tested from a land-based launcher in
Chandipur. In the 21 years since, BrahMos has been upgraded several times, with versions tested on land, air and
sea platforms.

Since the early 1980s, the Integrated Guided Missile Development Programme, conceived and led by DrA P J
Abdul Kalam, started developing a range of missiles including Prithvi, Agni, Trishul, Akash and Nag, with a wide
spectrum of capabilities and ranges.

In the early 1990s, India’s strategic leadership felt the need for cruise missiles — guided missiles that traverse
the majority of their flight path at almost constant speed and deliver large warheads over long distances with
high precision.

This led to the formation of BrahMos Aerospace, a joint venture between DRDO and NPO Mashinostroyenia
(NPOM), the Indian side holding 50.5% and the Russians 49.5%.

Source

3) Consider the following statements regarding Multi-Agency Centre (MAC), recently seen in news

1. Multi Agency Centre (MAC), is a common counter-terrorism grid under the Ministry of Defence that
was made operational post-Kargil war.

2. Multiple organisations including the Research and Analysis Wing (R&AW), armed forces and State
police are part of the platform.

3. Various security agencies share real-time intelligence inputs on the MAC.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a)1,2

b)1,2,3

@
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1,3
d)2,3

Solution: d)

The Centre wants the States to share more intelligence inputs through the Multi Agency Centre (MAC),
a common counter-terrorism grid under the Intelligence Bureau (IB) that was made operational in 2001 post-
Kargil war.

As many as 28 organisations, including the Research and Analysis Wing (R&AW), armed forces and State police
are part of the platform and various security agencies share real-time intelligence inputs on the MAC.

At the MAC level, the meeting of all these agencies is convened almost every day where intelligence of the last 24
hours is brought on to the table, discussed and follow-up action is devised or agreed upon.

States have a subsidiary multi-agency centre (SMAC) located in State capitals.

4) Consider the following statements.

1. Logistics agreements are administrative arrangements facilitating access to military facilities for
exchange of fuel and simplifying logistical support.

2. India still doesn’t have logistics agreements with all Quad countries.

3. For India, signing of logistics agreements will increase operational turnaround of the military when
operating away from India.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a) 1only

b) 1,2

c)1,3

d)2,3

Solution: c)
India and Vietnam recently signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) on mutual logistics support.

India has signed several logistics agreements including all Quad countries, France, Singapore and South Korea
beginning with the Logistics Exchange Memorandum of Agreement with the U.S. in 2016.

Logistics agreements are administrative arrangements facilitating access to military facilities for exchange of
fuel and provisions on mutual agreement simplifying logistical support and increasing operational turnaround
of the military when operating away from India.

Source
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11. Reports and Indices

1) Consider the following statements regarding State Food Safety Index.

1. State Food Safety Index is developed by Ministry of Health and Family Welfare to measure the
performance of states on various parameters of Food Safety.

2. The Index provides an objective framework for evaluating food safety across all States/UTs.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a) Lonly

b) 2 only

c) Both1and 2

d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: b)
Tamil Nadu topped the State Food Safety Index this year, followed by Gujarat and Maharashtra this year.

FSSAI has developed State Food Safety Index to measure the performance of states on various parameters of
Food Safety. This index is based on performance of State/ UT on five significant parameters, namely, Human
Resources and Institutional Data, Compliance, Food Testing — Infrastructure and Surveillance, Training & Capacity
Building and Consumer Empowerment. The Index is a dynamic quantitative and qualitative benchmarking model
that provides an objective framework for evaluating food safety across all States/UTs.

Source Source

2) Emissions Gap Report, sometimes in news is released by
a) World Health Organisation (WHO)
b) Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO)
c) United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)
d) Global Environment Facility (GEF)

Solution: c)

The United Nations Environment Programme’s 2019 Emissions Gap report dictates that it is essential for
greenhouse gas emissions to reduce by 7.6% per annum between the years 2020 to 2030 in order to reach the
target that was set during the Paris Agreement.

Source

3) Consider the following statements regarding Environmental Performance Index (EPI), 2022.
1. Environmental Performance Index (EPI) is released by UN Environment.
2. It ranks countries based on managing climate change, environmental health, and ecosystem vitality.
3. India is placed at the top 10 countries in the EPI, 2022.
Which of the above statement sis/are correct?
a)l,2
b) 2 only
c)2,3
di,3

Solution: b)

India has objected to a report, called the Environmental Performance Index (EPI), 2022, that places India last in a
list of 180 countries on managing climate change, environmental health, and ecosystem vitality. The report is
prepared by researchers at the Yale and Columbia universities in the United States.
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High-scoring countries exhibit longstanding and continuing investments in policies that protect environmental
health, preserve biodiversity and habitat, conserve natural resources, and decouple greenhouse gas emissions
from economic growth.

Source

12. Maps / Places

1) Which of the following countries does not border Saudi Arabia?
1. Egypt
2.lran
3. Sudan
4. Jordan
Select the correct answer code:
a)l,2
b)1,2,3
01,24
d) 23,4

Solution: b)

2) The Gulf located between Sweden and Finland is
a) Gulf of Riga
b) Gulf of Lions
c) Gulf of Bothnia
d) Gulf of Finland

Solution: c)
The Gulf of Bothnia is the northernmost arm of the Baltic Sea. It is situated between Finland's west coast and

Sweden's east coast. In the south of the gulf lie the Aland Islands, between the Sea of Aland and the Archipelago
Sea.

INSIGHTSIAS
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3) Which of the following countries border Mediterranean Sea?
1. Greece
2. ltaly
3. Tunisia
4. Bulgaria
Select the correct answer code:
a)l,2,3
b)2,3
c)1,3,4
d)1,2,3,4

Solution: a)
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4) Sunda strait, sometimes seen in news, separates:
a) Java and Sumatra Islands
b) Java and Borneo Islands
c) Sumatra Island and Malaysia
d) Sumatra and Borneo Islands

Solution: a)

The Sunda Strait is the strait between the Indonesian islands of Java and Sumatra. It connects the Java Sea to
the Indian Ocean.
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5) Which of the following countries does not border Saudi Arabia?
a) Oman
b) Irag
c) Yemen
d) Iran

Solution: d)

akhstan

Middle East

6) Which of the following is a land locked country?
a) Poland
b) Belgium
c) Germany
d) Hungary

Solution: d)

. . . . @ .
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7) Which of the following country do not share their border with Armenia?
a) Azerbaijan
b) Georgia
c) Iraq
d) Turkey

Solution: ¢)
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8) Which of the following passes connects India and China?
1. Lipu Lekh
2. Banihal Pass
3. Shipki La
Select the correct answer code:
a)1,3
b)2,3
c) 3 only
di,23

Solution: a)

Banihal pass is a popular pass in Jammu and Kashmir. It is situated in the Pir- Panjal Range. It connects Banihal
with Qazigund.

Shipki La is located through Sutlej Gorge. It connects Himachal Pradesh with Tibet. It is India’s third border post
for trade with China after Lipu Lekh and Nathula Pass.
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Lipu Lekh is located in Uttarakhand. It connects Uttarakhand with Tibet. This pass is an important border post for
trade with China.

9) India will be taking over West Seti Hydropower Project in which of the following countries?
a) Bangladesh
b) Myanmar
c) Sri Lanka
d) Nepal

Solution: d)

India will be taking over an ambitious hydropower project in Nepal — West Seti — nearly four years after China
withdrew from it, ending a six-year engagement between 2012 and 2018.

India’s National Hydro Power Corporation (NHPC) has already begun preliminary engagement of the site in far-
western Nepal.

West Seti Dam

SetiRiver
KarnaliRiver

Nainital

®
Bareilly

INDIA

Kathmandu

Source

10) Consider the following statements regarding Red Sea.
1. It lies between Africa and Asia.
2. Four Asian countries border the Red Sea on the eastern side
3. The Tropic of Cancer passes through Red Sea
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1only
b)1,2
1,3
d) 2,3

Solution: ¢)

Red Sea runs between the two continents Africa and Asia. It is a seawater inlet of the Indian Ocean. Four African
countries border the Red Sea on the western side, while two Asian countries in east.
The countries that border Red Sea are:

e Saudi Arabia

e Yemen
e Egypt

e Sudan
e Eritrea
e Djibouti
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Its waters cross the Tropic of Cancer, and it is the northernmost tropical sea in the world.
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11) Sahel region, sometimes seen in news is located in
a) Southern Australia
b) South America
c) Central Europe
d) Northern Africa

Solution: d)

The Sahel is the ecoclimatic and biogeographic realm of transition in Africa between the Sahara to the north and
the Sudanian savanna to the south.

Having a semi-arid climate, it stretches across the south-central latitudes of Northern Africa between the
Atlantic Ocean and the Red Sea.

Sahel region, Africa

Saudi
Arabia

-

12) Tropic of Cancer lies closest to the Capital of which of these South Asian countries?
a) Bhutan
b) India
c) Bangladesh
d) Nepal

Solution: ¢)
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13) Consider the following statements.
1. Berring strait is sandwiched between Alaska and Siberia.
2. Berring strait connects the Pacific Ocean and Arctic Ocean.
3. Berring Sea is located to the north of Berring strait.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1 only
b)1,2
1,3
d)2,3

Solution: b)

BERING STRAIT
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