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Context: 
President Ram Nath Kovind recently inaugurated 
the Sant Kabir Academy and Research Centre under 
Swadesh Darshan Yojana at Maghar (Uttar Pradesh). 
About Kabir:

• Sant Kabir Das was a very renowned saint, poet 
and social reformer of India who lived during the 
15th century. His esteemed works and poems de-
scribe the greatness and oneness of the Supreme 
Being. 

• He was a proponent of the Bhakti Movement.
• He did not believe in any religious discrimination 

and readily accepted all the religions. 
• A religious community known as ‘Kabir Panth’ 

was founded by him and the members of this  
forum are referred to as ‘Kabir Panthis’. 

• Swami Ramananda influence: Kabir Das’ ideolo-
gies were greatly influenced by Vaishnava saint 
Swami Ramananda who accepted Kabir as his  
disciple. 

SANT KABIRDAS

GS PAPER - 1

INSTALINKS
PRELIMS LINK:

1. About Kabir Das. 
2. His literary works. 
3. Bhakti movement. 
4. Key reformers of Bhakti movement.

MAINS LINK:
Discuss the significance of Bhakti movement. 

Q.1) Which of the following are the literary works 
of Sant Kabir? 

1. Bijak 
2. Sakhi Granth 
3. Anurag Sagar 

Choose the correct answer using the codes given 
below: 

A. 1 only. 
B. 2 only. 
C. 2 and 3 only. 
D. All of the above. 

Nirguni tradition: 
One school within the Bhakti movement was the Nir-
guni tradition and Sant Kabir was a prominent member 
of it. In this tradition, God was understood to be a uni-
versal and formless being. 

His famous literary works: 
• Bijak, Sakhi Granth, Kabir Granthawali and Anu-

rag Sagar. 
• His verses are found in Sikhism’s scripture Guru 

Granth Sahib. 
• The major part of his work was collected by the 

fifth Sikh guru, Guru Arjan Dev. 
• The hallmark of Sant Kabirdas’ work consists of 

his two line couplets, popularly known as ‘Kabir 
Ke Dohe’. 

Against caste: 
• Kabir’s revolt against the caste system also 

sought to do away with the complex rituals and  
ceremonies performed by the Brahmins. 

• He, like the other prominent saints of his time, 
argued that it was only through bhakti, intense 
love or devotion to God could one attain  
salvation. 

• He sought to eradicate caste distinctions and   
attempted to create an egalitarian society. 

INSTA CURIOUS
Did you know that The Alvars and 
the Nayanars were considered as the 
founders of the Bhakti movement in 
southern India? Who were Alvars and 
Nayanars? Read this. 

https://knowindia.gov.in/culture-and-heritage/medieval-history/bhakti-movement.php
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alvars
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GS PAPER - 2
THE DEBATES AROUND THE 

SURROGACY ACT:
Context: 
Petitioners in the Delhi High Court questioned why 
marital status, age, or gender were the criteria for be-
ing allowed to commission or not commission surroga-
cy in India. 
What’s the issue? 

• Under the provisions of the Surrogacy Act, a 
petitioner, who is married, was denied a chance 
at commissioning surrogacy. 

• As per the Surrogacy Act, a married couple can 
opt for surrogacy only on medical grounds. 

• The law says the couple should not have a child 
of their own. 

Overview of the Surrogacy Act, 2021: 
• It came into effect in January this year. 
• It allows ‘altruistic surrogacy’ — wherein only 

the medical expenses and insurance coverage is 
provided by the couple to the surrogate mother 
during pregnancy. 

• Creates a national board to lay down and imple-
ment a code of conduct for people working at 
IVF clinics. 

• It intends to make genetic testing of the embryo 
mandatory before implantation for the benefit 
of the child born through ART. 

• It also seeks to streamline the cryo-preservation 
processes for sperm, oocytes and embryos. 

• It also proposes to constitute a national registry 
and registration authority to maintain a central 
database and assist the national board in its 
functioning. 

INSTALINKS
PRELIMS LINK:

1. ART Bill. 
2. Key features. 
3. Benifits. 
4. Surrogacy Bill. 

MAINS LINK:
Discuss the concerns associated with the  
Surrogacy Bill.

Eligibility conditions to make use of the  
services of a surrogate mother: 

• Any couple that has ‘proven infertility’. 
• The couple should be Indian citizens who have 

been married for at least five years. 
• The female must be between 23 to 50 years and 

the male, 26 to 55 years. 
• They cannot have any surviving children (biolog-

ical, adopted or surrogate); However, this would 
not include a ‘child who is mentally or physically 
challenged or suffers from life threatening  
disorder or fatal illness.’ 

Who can be a surrogate mother? 
Only a close relative of the couple can be a surro-
gate mother, one who is able to provide a medical 
fitness certificate. She should have been married, 
with a child of her own, and must be between 25 
and 35 years, but can be a surrogate mother only 
once.

Need for a Surrogacy Act in India: 
India has emerged as a hub for infertility treatment. 
This attracted many underprivileged women to 
rent their wombs in exchange for money. However, 
unscrupulous middle men started exploiting such 
women. This called for a proper regulation. 

Q.2) Consider the following statements regarding the 
Surrogacy Act, 2021: 

1. It allows ‘altruistic surrogacy’ only. 
2. It proposes to constitute a national registry. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

A. 1 only. 
B. 2 only. 
C. Both. 
D. None. 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/27/surrogacy-regulation-bill-2020/&ved=2ahUKEwj2_cDo7Jr4AhVl7HMBHX-2AQcQFnoECAQQAQ&usg=AOvVaw1jT7Gx7lgLCxg1EGm-x1ug
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CAUVERY WATER MANAGEMENT 
AUTHORITY (CMA)

Context: 
The Cauvery Water Management Authority (CWMA) will 
take up the Mekedatu Balancing Reservoir-cum-Drink-
ing Water Project of the Karnataka government for dis-
cussion at its upcoming meeting. 
● The “acceptance” of the CWMA would be a 
“prerequisite” for consideration of the detailed project 
report by the Advisory Committee of the Ministry. 

What is Mekedatu Project?
It is a multi-purpose balancing reservoir project over 
Mekedatu. 

• It is aimed at solving the drinking water problems 
of Bengaluru. 

• This project was also touted as one that could 
generate hydroelectricity to meet the power de-
mand in the state. 

Why does Tamil Nadu object?
1. The state contended that “the proposed reser-

voir would affect the natural flows of the river 
Cauvery. 

2. It argued that Cauvery was already a deficit basin 
and the construction of the project, or any other 
project “would drastically affect the lower ripari-
an State in getting their due share of waters. 

3. The total annual quantum prescribed by the Su-
preme Court for Tamil Nadu is 177.25 thousand 
million cubic feet (tmc ft) in a year. Of this, 80 tmc 
ft is estimated to be coming from the “uncon-
trolled catchments” below Kabini and KRS. The 
Mekedatu project will interfere with the flow of 
this portion of the State’s due. 

In depth analysis of Mekedatu Project: 
• Reference: read this. 

About CWMA: 
It has been created as per the Cauvery Management 
Scheme earlier framed by Centre and approved by Su-
preme Court. 

Composition and Powers of CMA: 
1. The authority will comprise a chairman, a secre-

tary and eight members. 
2. Out of the eight members, two will be full time, 

while two will be part time members from cen-
tre’s side.

3. Rest four will be part time members from states. 

Functions: 
• The funmain mandate of the CMA will be to 

secure implementation and compliance of the 
Supreme Court’s order in relation to “storage, 
apportionment, regulation and control of Cau-
very waters”. 

• CMA will also advise the states to take suitable 
measures to improve water use efficiency. 

• It will do so by promoting use of micro-irriga-
tion, change in cropping patterns, improved 
farm practices and development of command 
areas. 

• The CMA will also prepare an annual report cov-
ering its activities during the preceding year. 

Role of Central Government: 
The central government will provide help in imple-
mentation of the modified award in case of any of the 
state /UT parties (Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Karnataka and 
Puducherry) do not cooperate in implementing the 
decision or direction of the tribunal. Initially, centre 
will contribute Rs. 2 crore for the functioning of the 
authority. 

INSTA CURIOUS

Do you know about the Cauvery Man-
agement Scheme? What are the com-
ponents of the scheme? Reference.

https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/26/cauvery-water-management-authority-cma/&ved=2ahUKEwig5eKe7Zr4AhUP63MBHX_7CWoQFnoECAQQAQ&usg=AOvVaw2Y-GKvzkaLMVVtbzHpgakT
https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehindubusinessline.com/news/national/supreme-court-approves-centres-draft-scheme-for-sharing-of-cauvery-waters/article23925407.ece/amp/
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INSTALINKS
PRELIMS LINK:

1. Tributaries of Cauvery. 
2. Basin states. 
3. Important falls and dams across the 

river. 

Q.3) Consider the following statements: 

1. Cauvery Water Management Authority (CWMA) has 
been created as per the Cauvery Management Scheme 
earlier framed by Centre and approved by Supreme 
Court. 
2. The authority is headed by the Prime Minister. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

A. 1 only. 
B. 2 only. 
C. Both. 
D. None. 

NATIONAL ASSET 
RECONSTRUCTION COMPANY 

LTD. (NARCL)

How is NARCL different from existing ARCs? 
How can it operate differently? 

1. The proposed bad bank will have a public sector 
character since the idea is mooted by the govern-
ment and majority ownership is likely to rest with 
state-owned banks. 

2. At present, ARCs typically seek a steep discount 
on loans. With the proposed bad bank being set 
up, the valuation issue is unlikely to come up 
since this is a government initiative. 

3. The government-backed ARC will have deep 
pockets to buy out big accounts and thus free 
up banks from carrying these accounts on their 
books. 

What is an Asset Reconstruction Company 
(ARC)? 
It is a specialized financial institution that buys the 
Non-Performing Assets (NPAs) from banks and finan-
cial institutions so that they can clean up their balance 
sheets. This helps banks to concentrate on normal 
banking activities. 

• The asset reconstruction companies or ARCs are 
registered under the RBI. 

Legal Basis: 
The Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial As-
sets and Enforcement of Security Interest (SARFAESI) 
Act, 2002 provides the legal basis for the setting up of 
ARCs in India. 
Capital Needs for ARCs: 

• As per amendment made in the SARFAESI Act in 
2016, an ARC should have a minimum net owned 
fund of Rs. 2 crores. The RBI raised this amount to 
Rs. 100 crores in 2017. 

• The ARCs also have to maintain a capital adequa-
cy ratio of 15% of its risk weighted assets. 

Need for: 
The total stress in the banking system would be in 
excess of Rs 15 lakh crore. The banks burdened with 
stressed assets and limited capital will find it difficult 
to manage the NPAs. There is also limited capital that 
the government can provide. This is where the bad 
bank model would step in and help both the govern-
ment and banks. 

Context: 
The National Asset Reconstruction Company Ltd. (NAR-
CL), set up to take over large bad loans of more than 
₹500 crore from banks, will pick up the first set of such 
non-performing assets (NPAs) in July. 
What is NARCL? 

• Setting up of NARCL, the proposed bad bank for 
taking over stressed assets of lenders, was an-
nounced in the Budget for 2021-22. 

• The plan is to create a bad bank to house bad 
loans of ₹500 crore and above, in a structure that 
will contain an asset reconstruction company 
(ARC) and an asset management company (AMC) 
to manage and recover dud assets. 

• The new entity is being created in collaboration 
with both public and private sector banks. 

• Majority-owned by state-owned banks, 
the NARCL will be assisted by the India 
Debt Resolution Company Ltd (IDRCL), in 
turn majority-owned by private banks, in 
resolution process in the form of a  
Principal-Agent basis. 

INSTA CURIOUS
The Supreme Court, in 2020, held 
that the cooperative banks involved 
in the activities related to banking are 
covered within the meaning of ‘bank-
ing company’ and Parliament has 
legislative competence to provide for 
procedure for recovery of loan under 
the Sarfaesi Act. Read here. 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/05/07/co-op-banks-come-under-sarfaesi-act-supreme-court/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/05/07/co-op-banks-come-under-sarfaesi-act-supreme-court/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/05/07/co-op-banks-come-under-sarfaesi-act-supreme-court/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2021/04/20/rbi-sets-up-committee-to-review-working-of-arcs/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2021/04/20/rbi-sets-up-committee-to-review-working-of-arcs/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/05/07/co-op-banks-come-under-sarfaesi-act-supreme-court/
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ORGANIZATION OF ISLAMIC 
COOPERATION

INSTALINKS

PRELIMS LINK:

MAINS LINK:

1. OIC- objectives.
2. Functions.
3. Members.
4. Subsidiary organisations.

Write a note on OIC.

Q.5) Consider the following statements: 

1. OIC was founded in 2001. 
2. India has an Observer Status at the OIC. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

A. 1 only. 
B. 2 only. 
C. Both. 
D. None. 

Q.4) Consider the following statements regarding the 
National Asset Reconstruction Company Ltd. (NARCL): 

1. It is an asset reconstruction company (ARC) only. 
2. It is an asset management company (AMC) only. 

Choose the correct answer using the codes given 
below: 

A. 1 only. 
B. 2 only. 
C. Both. 
D. None. 

Significance of OIC for India: 
• OIC’s growing economic and energy interde-

pendence with India has become important in 
recent times.

• Individually, India has good relations with almost 
all member nations. Ties with the UAE and Saudi 
Arabia, especially, have improved significantly in 
recent years.

• The OIC includes two of India’s close neighbours, 
Bangladesh and Maldives. 

Context: 
India has hit out at the Organisation of Islamic Coopera-
tion (OIC) after it condemned the derogatory comments 
made by two BJP leaders on Prophet Muhammed and 
Islam. 

• India’s strong response came while several coun-
tries, including India’s crucial Gulf partner, the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE), and security part-
ners Oman and Jordan condemned the remarks. 

INSTALINKS
PRELIMS LINK:

1. What are ARCs? 
2. What is SARFAESI Act? 
3. Sudarshan Sen committee is related to? 
4. About NARCL. 

MAINS LINK:
Discuss the roles and functions of ARCs. 

About OIC: 
• It is an international organization founded in 

1969, consisting of 57 member states.
• It is the second largest inter-governmental   

organization after the United Nations.
• The organisation states that it is “the collective 

voice of the Muslim world” and works to “safe-
guard and protect the interests of the Muslim 
world in the spirit of promoting international 
peace and harmony “.

• The OIC has permanent delegations to the  
United Nations and the European Union.

• Permanent Secretariat is in Jeddah, Saudi  
Arabia.

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/30/islamic-cooperation-countries-oic-4/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/30/islamic-cooperation-countries-oic-4/
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HOW ARE RAJYA SABHA 
MPS ELECTED?

Context: 
On June 10, the Assemblies of 4 states will elect 16 MPs 
to Rajya Sabha. 
Rajya Sabha - Key facts: 

• It is also called the Upper House and the Council 
of States. 

• It is a permanent House and cannot be dissolved. 
• To ensure continuity, one-third of its members 

retire after every second year, under Article 83(1) 
of the Constitution, and “biennial elections” are 
held to fill these vacancies. 

• A nominated member may join a party within six 
months of taking a seat. 

Composition: 
Out of the 245 members, 12 are nominated by the 
President and 233 are representatives of the States and 
Union territories of Delhi and Puducherry. 
Term: 

• The term of a member is six years. 
• Vacancies arising due to resignation, death or 

disqualification are filled up through bypolls, and 
those elected serve out the remainder of their 
predecessors’ term. 

Roles and functions of Rajya Sabha: 
• Any Bill, barring those designated as Money Bills 

by the Lok Sabha Speaker, needs the assent of 
the second chamber to become law. 

• It cannot amend a Money Bill, but can recom-
mend amendments within a stipulated time, and 
Lok Sabha may either accept or reject all or any 
of these. 

Election: 
Rajya Sabha MPs are elected by MLAs through an indi-
rect election. 

• Article 80(4) provides that members shall be 
elected by the elected members of state Assem-
blies through a system of proportional represen-
tation by means of a single transferable vote. 

• The Fourth Schedule to the Constitution provides 
for allocation of Rajya Sabha seats to the states 
and Union Territories, on the basis of the popula-
tion of each state. 

How are the votes counted? 
The number of votes a candidate requires depends on 
the number of vacancies and the strength of the House. 
Under the Election Commission’s Conduct of Election 
Rules, 1961::

• If there is only one vacancy, the required quota is 
calculated by taking the number of votes polled, 
dividing it by 2, and adding 1. 

• If there is more than one vacancy, the equation 
is based on an assigned value of 100 for every 
first-preference vote. The values of the votes 
credited to all candidates are totalled. The total is 
divided by 1 more than the number of vacancies, 
and 1 is added to this quotient. 

For example, if 100 members of an Assembly vote for 
3 Rajya Sabha vacancies, the required quota by any  
candidate would be
 (100 × 100)/(3 + 1) + 1 = 2501. 

Second-preference votes: 
If for any seat, candidates fail to get the specified num-
ber, the second-preference votes will be taken into ac-
count, but with a lower value. 

Special powers enjoyed by Rajya Sabha: 
1. If it passes a resolution by a majority of not less 

than two-thirds of members present and voting, 
Parliament becomes empowered to make a law 
on a subject. 

2. When it passes a resolution recommending  
creation of one or more All India Services com-
mon to the Union and the states. Parliament  
becomes empowered to create such services. 

3. Emergency proclamation has to be approved by 
both Houses of Parliament within a stipulated  
period. 

4. If a proclamation is issued at a time when Lok 
Sabha has been dissolved or the dissolution of 
Lok Sabha takes place within the period allowed 
for its approval, then the proclamation remains 
effective, if the resolution approving it is passed 
by Rajya Sabha within the period specified under 
Articles 352, 356 and 360 of the Constitution. 

INSTA CURIOUS

Rajya Sabha has 245 seats. Did you 
know that no party has reached the 
halfway mark of 123 so far?
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DRAFT AMENDMENTS TO IT 
RULES, 2021

INSTALINKS
PRELIMS LINK:

1. Elections to Rajya Sabha. 
2. Composition. 
3. Powers and functions of Rajya Sabha. 

MAINS LINK:

How are Rajya Sabha members punished for 
misconduct in the House? Discuss.

Q.6) Consider the following statements: 

1. Rajya Sabha MPs are elected by MLAs through an 
indirect election. 
2. Emergency proclamation has to be approved by both 
Houses of Parliament within a stipulated period. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

A. 1 only. 
B. 2 only. 
C. Both. 
D. None. 

Context: 
The Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology 
(MeitY) has published a fresh draft of amendments to 
the Information Technology Rules, 2021. 

What are IT Rules, 2021? 
1. Significant social media firms have to appoint a 

chief compliance officer and have a nodal con-
tact person who can be in touch with law en-
forcement agencies 24/7. 

2. A grievance officer: Social media platforms will 
also have to name a grievance officer who shall 
register the grievance within 24 hours. 

3. Removal of content: If there are complaints 
against the dignity of users, particularly women 
- about exposed private parts of individuals or 
nudity or sexual act or impersonation etc - social 
media platforms will be required to remove that 
within 24 hours after a complaint is made. 

4. A monthly report: They also will have to publish a 
monthly report about the number of complaints 
received and the status of redressal. 

What is a significant social media intermediary 
and benefits obtained under it? 
Social media companies with more than 50 lakh regis-
tered users will be considered ‘significant social media 
intermediaries’, as per the new norms. 

Latest amendments: 
1. Appeal committees: Government-appointed ap-

peal committees will be created that will be able 
to veto content-moderation decisions taken by 
social media intermediaries like Facebook, Twit-
ter and YouTube. 

2. Composition of Appeal committees: Appellate 
Committees shall consist of a Chairperson and 
such other Members, as the Central Government 
may, by notification in the Official Gazette, ap-
point. 

3. Additional responsibilities will be placed on griev-
ance officers appointed by social media compa-
nies. Grievance officers will now have to expedi-
tiously dispose the complaints within 72 hours 
(Earlier, it was 15 days). 

What it means for an user? 
In case a user is not satisfied with the content moder-
ation decision taken by a company’s grievance officer, 
they can appeal that decision before the proposed gov-
ernment-appointed appeals committee. 

Need for the amendments: 
• So far, the only recourse a user had against com-

panies’ content decisions is to approach the 
courts. 

• Also, there have been many instances that griev-
ance officers of intermediaries either do not ad-
dress the grievances satisfactorily and/or fairly. 

The amendments will ensure that “Constitutional rights 
of Indian citizens are not contravened by any big tech 
platform by ensuring new accountability standards”. 

Concerns associated: 
The proposal to set up government-appointed com-
mittees has triggered concerns about the government 
overriding social media platforms’ content decisions. 
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INSTALINKS
PRELIMS LINK:

1. Overview of the new rules. 
2. Who are intermediaries as per the  

definition? 
3. What is safe harbour protection? 
4. Grievance redressal mechanism as  

provided under the new rules. 

MAINS LINK:
What are the concerns being raised against 
the new IT rules? Discuss ways to address 
these concerns.

Q.7) As per IT Rules, 2021: 

1. Social media platforms will also have to name a 
grievance officer. 

2. Significant social media firms have to appoint a 
chief compliance officer. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

A. 1 only. 
B. 2 only. 
C. Both. 
D. None. 

NATIONAL AIR SPORTS POLICY
Context: 
The Union ministry of civil aviation (MoCA) announced 
the country’s first national air sports policy (NASP 2022). 
● It has been launched to improve the state of 
aero sports in India, with a vision to make India a hub 
for air sports in the world by 2030. 
● It aims to provide a safe, affordable, accessible, 
and sustainable air sports ecosystem in India. 

Highlights of the Policy: 
Four-tier governance structure: The air sports in India 
will be under a four-tier governance structure. This in-
cludes: 1) Air Sports Federation of India (ASFI) as the 
apex governing body, 2) National associations for indi-
vidual air sports or a set of air sports, 3) Regional or 
state and union territory level units of the national air 
sports associations and 4) District-level air sports asso-
ciations. 

About ASFI: The ASFI will be an autonomous body un-
der the Ministry of Civil Aviation and will represent India 
at the Lausanne-headquartered Fédération Aéronaau-
tique Internationale (FAI) and other global platforms 
related to air sports. It will be chaired by the Secretary, 
Ministry of Civil Aviation. 
Functions: It will provide governance over various as-
pects of air sports, including regulation, certification, 
competitions, awards and penalties, etc. 
Rules and Functions of Each air sports association: Lay 
down its safety standards for equipment, infrastructure, 
personnel and training, and specify the disciplinary ac-
tions to be taken in case of non-compliance. Inability to 
do so may lead to penal action by the ASFI. 
Coverage: It will cover 13 air sports activities like aero-
batics, aeromodelling, amateur-built and experimental 
aircraft, ballooning, drones, gliding, hang gliding, para-
gliding, microlighting, paramotoring, skydiving, and vin-
tage aircraft. 

Significance of the Policy: 
• Besides the revenue from air sports activities, 

multiplier benefits in terms of growth in travel, 
tourism, infrastructure and local employment, 
especially in hilly areas of the country, are much 
greater. 

• Creating air sports hubs across the country will 
bring in air sports professionals and tourists from 
across the world. 

Need for: 
The aerosports industry has expressed its displeasure 
that the government was not doing enough to encour-
age aero sports in the country despite the fact that 
there is a tremendous potential in the country keeping 
in view the diverse scenic locales. 

• Aerosports create significant opportunities for 
growth of tourism, employment generation and 
interest in aviation activities. 

• A growth-oriented NASP may help attract invest-
ments in latest aerosports technology, infrastruc-
ture and best practices. 

INSTA CURIOUS

Did you know that the Fédération 
Aéronautique Internationale (FAI), 
headquartered in Lausanne, Switzer-
land is the world governing body for 
air sports? 
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NUCLEAR SUPPLIERS GROUP 
(NSG)

INSTA CURIOUS

Did you know that there are certain 
Criteria for membership of NSG? Ref-
erence: read this. 

INSTALINKS

INSTALINKS

PRELIMS LINK:

PRELIMS LINK:

1. Highlights of the Policy. 
2. About ASFI and its roles and functions. 
3. About FAI. 

1. About NSG. 
2. Composition. 
3. Functions. 

MAINS LINK:

MAINS LINK:

Discuss the need for and significance of an 
Aerosports policy. 

Discuss the need for reforms in NSG. 

Q.8) Consider the following statements: 

1. India’s first national airports policy was unveiled in 
2020. 
2. It was unveiled by the Ministry of Defence. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

A. 1 only. 
B. 2 only. 
C. Both. 
D. None. 

Context: 
External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar recently said that 
India looks forward to join the Nuclear Suppliers Group 
(NSG) by overcoming political impediments. 

About NSG: 
The 48-member NSG is an elite club of countries that 
deals with the trade-in nuclear technology and fissile 
materials besides contributing to the non-proliferation 
of nuclear weapons. 

• Brought in 1974– in response to the Indian nucle-
ar test (smiling Buddha). 

• It is a Group of nuclear supplier countries that 
seek to prevent nuclear proliferation by con-
trolling the export of materials, equipment and 
technology that can be used to manufacture  
nuclear weapons. 

• The NSG first met in November 1975 in London, 
and is thus popularly referred to as the “London 
Club”. 

• Its guidelines are not binding. 

Benefits associated with NSG membership- Once ad-
mitted, an NSG member state gets: 

1. Timely information on nuclear matters. 
2. Contributes by way of information. 
3. Has confirmed credentials. 
4. Can act as an instrument of harmonization and 

coordination. 
5. Is part of a very transparent process. 

Opposition of NSG membership bid: 
China, one of the five nuclear-weapon states, stridently 
opposes India’s NSG bid primarily on the grounds that 
New Delhi is not a signatory to the Nuclear Non-Prolif-
eration Treaty (NPT). 

• Its opposition has made India’s entry into the 
group difficult as the NSG works on the principle 
of consensus. 

Besides, India’s capacity to project its military power 
beyond the Indian Ocean region is still to be tested. Fur-
ther, India heavily relies on weaponry imports from US 
and Russia for its military requirements. 

Q.9) India is a part of: 
1. MTCR (Missile Technology Control Regime). 
2. Australia Group. 
3. The Wassenaar Arrangement. 

Choose the correct answer using the codes    
given below: 
A. 1 only. 
B. 2 and 3 only. 
C. 1 and 2 only. 
D. All of the above. 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/science-technology/nuclear-technology/nuclear-suppliers-group/
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CONTEMPT OF COURT
Context: 
The Supreme Court has threatened to initiate contempt 
proceedings against the chief secretary of Telangana if 
the state government failed to deposit a cost of ₹2.5 
lakh within two weeks. 

What’s the issue? 
• The cost was imposed by the apex court in an 

April 2020 judgment striking down a law passed 
by the unified Andhra Pradesh government re-
serving 100% teacher posts for local scheduled 
tribes in schools situated in their areas within the 
state. 

• The Telangana government had delayed paying 
its share of the cost as the top court in its judg-
ment of April 22, 2020 apportioned the cost of 
₹5 lakh to be paid equally by the states of Andhra 
Pradesh and Telangana. 

What is Contempt? 
While the basic idea of a contempt law is to punish 
those who do not respect the orders of the courts, in 
the Indian context, contempt is also used to punish 
speech that lowers the dignity of the court and inter-
feres with the administration of justice.

Contempt of court can be of two kinds: 
1. Civil, that is the willful disobedience of a court 
order or judgment or willful breach of an undertaking 
given to a court.
2. Criminal, that is written or spoken words or any 
act that scandalises the court or lowers its authority or 
prejudices or interferes with the due course of a judi-
cial proceeding or interferes/obstructs the administra-
tion of justice.

Relevant provisions: 
● Article 129 and 215 of the Constitution of India 
empowers the Supreme Court and High Court respec-
tively to punish people for their respective contempt. 
● Section 10 of The Contempt of Courts Act of 
1971 defines the power of the High Court to punish 
contempts of its subordinate courts. 
● The Constitution also includes contempt of 
court as a reasonable restriction to the freedom of 
speech and expression under Article 19, along with   
elements like public order and defamation. 

Why courts need contempt powers?
• To ensure their orders are implemented.
• To sustain the independent nature of the judicia-

ry itself.
• While the judiciary issues orders, they are 

implemented by the government or pri-
vate parties. If the courts are unable to 
enforce their orders, then the rule of law 
itself will come to grinding halt.

Issues with Contempt Law:
Article 19(1)(a) of the Constitution gives the right to 
freedom of speech and expression to all citizens, while 
“contempt provisions” curb people’s freedom to speak 
against the court’s functioning.
The law is very subjective which might be used by the 
judiciary arbitrarily to suppress their criticism by the 
public.

Analysis of Bhushan’s case:
The suo motu contempt proceedings initiated by a 
bench of the Supreme Court against Mr. Bhushan con-
stitutes an abuse of the court’s contempt jurisdiction, 
which—for good reason—is to be exercised sparingly 
and with circumspection.
It is because, according to some experts, there is noth-
ing in Mr. Bhushan’s tweets that qualify as contempt of 
Court. 

• His tweets are an exercise of his fundamental 
right under Article 19 (1) (a) to freely express 
himself by way of comment and criticism on the 
conduct of the CJI as a private citizen.

• Also, these tweets in question appear to be in 
the realm of perception and comment and don’t 
seem to have transgressed into contempt. The 
general principle on contempt is that one can 
criticise a judgment but you can’t attribute mo-
tives to the judge.

INSTALINKS
PRELIMS LINK:

1. Powers of SC vs HCs wrt Contempt 
cases.

2. Constitutional provisions in this regard.
3. Changes brought about by Contempt of 

Courts (Amendment) Act, 2006.

MAINS LINK:

Discuss how contempt cases are handled by 
Supreme Court in India.
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QS WORLD UNIVERSITY 
RANKINGS 2023

BIMSTEC

Context: 
Leading global higher education analysts QS 
(Quacquarelli Symonds) has released the 19th edition 
of one of the most-consulted international university 
rankings. 
• It is the only international ranking to have received 

the approval of International Ranking Expert Group 
(IREG). 

How are institutions ranked? 
QS uses six indicators to compile the ranking: Academ-
ic reputation (AR), employer reputation (ER), citations 
per faculty (CPF), faculty/student ratio, international 
faculty ratio and international student ratio. 
Performance of Indian Institutions: 

• The latest edition features 41 Indian universi-
ties, of which 12 improved their positions, 12 
remained stable, 10 declined and seven are new 
entries. 

• The IISc ranks 155th globally, and is the global 
leader in the citations per faculty (CpF) indicator, 
which QS uses to evaluate the impact of the re-
search produced by universities. 

• The IISc is the fastest rising South Asian universi-
ty among the top-200 universities in the QS rank-
ings, having climbed 31 places year on year. 

• The IIT Bombay, which was the top Indian uni-
versity in QS World University Rankings of the 
previous edition, is the second best Indian insti-
tution this time and climbed five places globally 
to reach the 172 rank. 

• The third best Indian university is the Indian In-
stitute of Technology, Delhi (IITD), followed by IIT 
Madras and IIT Kanpur. 

• P. Jindal Global University is the top-ranked pri-
vate institute in India. 

Q.10) Consider the following statements: 

1. Article 129 and 215 of the Constitution of India em-
powers the Supreme Court and High Court respectively 
to punish people for their respective contempt. 
2. Section 10 of The Contempt of Courts Act of 1971 de-
fines the power of the High Court to punish contempt 
of its subordinate courts. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
A. 1 only. 
B. 2 only. 
C. Both. 
D. None. 

Q.11) Consider the following statements: 

1. QS World University Rankings is released annually by 
UNCTAD in association with UNICEF. 
2. In the 2023rd edition, IISc ranks 155th globally. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

A. 1 only. 
B. 2 only. 
C. Both. 
D. None. 

INSTALINKS
PRELIMS LINK:

1. Performance of Indian Institutions. 
2. When was institutions of eminence 

scheme launched? 
3. Top 3 institutions worldwide. 
4. Name the 6 indicators used to rank 

institutions. 

MAINS LINK:

Write a note on institutions of Eminence 
scheme.

Context: 
June 6 marked the completion of 25 years since the 
1997 Bangkok Declaration launched a modest grouping 
(of Bangladesh, India, Sri Lanka and Thailand), with the 
acronym, BIST-EC. 

• Three countries (Nepal, Bhutan and Myanmar) 
joined it later to make it the Bay of Bengal Ini-
tiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic 
Cooperation (BIMSTEC). 

Key achievements: 
1. It has prioritised the sectors of cooperation, re-

ducing them from the unwieldy 14 to the more 
manageable seven, with each member-state 
serving as the lead country for the assigned  
sector. 
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 2. It has taken measures to strengthen the Sec-
retariat, although some members are yet to extend ad-
equate personnel support to it. 
 3. The grouping has also registered progress in 
combating terrorism, forging security cooperation, and 
creating mechanisms and practices for the better man-
agement of humanitarian assistance and disaster relief. 
Challenges ahead: 

• Continuing inability to produce a comprehensive 
Free Trade Agreement (FTA) 18 years after the 
signing of the Framework Agreement. 

• Only limited progress has been achieved so far in 
terms of connectivity, despite the adoption of the 
Master Plan for Connectivity supported by the 
Asian Development Bank (ADB). 

• The movement towards establishing the BIMS-
TEC Development Fund is minimal. 

What is BIMSTEC? 
In an effort to integrate the region, the grouping was 
formed in 1997, originally with Bangladesh, India, Sri 
Lanka and Thailand, and later included Myanmar, Nepal 
and Bhutan. 

• BIMSTEC, which now includes five countries from 
South Asia and two from ASEAN, is a bridge be-
tween South Asia and Southeast Asia. It includes 
all the major countries of South Asia, except Mal-
dives, Afghanistan and Pakistan. 

Why does the region matter? 
• Over one-fifth (22%) of the world’s population 

live in the seven countries around it, and they 
have a combined GDP close to $2.7 trillion. 

• The Bay also has vast untapped natural resourc-
es. One-fourth of the world’s traded goods cross 
the Bay every year. 

Why is BIMSTEC important for India? 
As the region’s largest economy, India has a lot at stake. 

• BIMSTEC connects not only South and Southeast 
Asia, but also the ecologies of the Great Himala-
yas and the Bay of Bengal. 

• For India, it is a natural platform to fulfil our key 
foreign policy priorities of ‘Neighborhood First’ 
and ‘Act East’. 

• For New Delhi, one key reason for engagement is 
in the vast potential that is unlocked with stron-
ger connectivity. Almost 300 million people, or 
roughly one-quarter of India’s population, live 
in the four coastal states adjacent to the Bay of 
Bengal (Andhra Pradesh, Orissa, Tamil Nadu, and 
West Bengal). 

• From the strategic perspective, the Bay of Bengal, 
a funnel to the Malacca straits, has emerged a 
key theatre for an increasingly assertive China in 
maintaining its access route to the Indian Ocean. 

• As China mounts assertive activities in the Bay of 
Bengal region, with increased submarine move-
ment and ship visits in the Indian Ocean, it is in 
India’s interest to consolidate its internal engage-
ment among the BIMSTEC countries. 

INSTALINKS
PRELIMS LINK:

1. About Bimstec. 
2. Members. 
3. Objectives. 

MAINS LINK:

Discuss the significance of Bimstec for India.
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INSTALINKS
PRELIMS LINK:

1. About UNCTAD. 
2. Important reports by UNCTAD. 
3. Highlights of the annual World  

Investment Report 2022. 

MAINS LINK:
Discuss the significance of FDI inflows for 
India. 

Q.12) BIMSTEC doesn’t include: 

1. Maldives. 
2. Afghanistan. 
3. Pakistan. 

Choose the correct answer using the codes given be-
low: 

A. 1 only. 
B. 2 and 3 only. 
C. 1 and 3 only. 
D. All of the above. 

Q.13) The reports released by UNCTAD include: 

1. Trade and Development Report 
2. World Investment Report 
3. Technology and Innovation Report 
4. Digital Economy Report 
 
Choose the correct answer using the codes given  
below: 

A. 1 and 2 only. 
B. 2 and 3 only. 
C. 3 and 4 only. 
D. All of the above. 

INDIA 7TH IN FDI INFLOWS: 
UNCTAD

Context: 
The United Nations Conference on Trade and Develop-
ment’s (Unctad) has released the annual World Invest-
ment Report. 

Highlights of the Report: 
1. India is ranked seventh despite a 30% decline in 

foreign direct investment (FDI) into the country. 
2. The United States ($367 billion) remained the top 

recipient of FDI. 
3. China ($181 billion) and Hong Kong ($141 billion) 

also retained second and third position respec-
tively. 

4. Among the top 10 host economies, only India 
saw a decline in its inflows. 

5. However, outward FDI from India rose 43 per 
cent to $15.5 billion in 2021. 

What is FDI? 
Foreign direct investment (FDI) is an investment from 
a party in one country into a business or corporation 
in another country with the intention of establishing 
a lasting interest. With FDI, foreign companies are di-
rectly involved with day-to-day operations in the other 
country. 
About United Nations Conference on Trade 
and Development (UNCTAD): 

• It is a permanent intergovernmental body estab-
lished by the United NationsGeneral Assembly in 
1964. 

• It is part of the UN Secretariat. 
• It reports to the UN General Assembly and the 

Economic and Social Council, but has its own 
membership, leadership, and budget. 

• It is also a part of the United Nations Develop-
ment Group. 

Objectives and roles: 
• It supports developing countries to access the 

benefits of a globalized economy more fairly and 
effectively. Along with other UN departments 
and agencies. 

• It also measures the progress made in the Sus-
tainable Development Goals, as set out in Agen-
da 2030. 

Reports published by UNCTAD are: 
1. Trade and Development Report
2. World Investment Report
3. Technology and Innovation Report
4. Digital Economy Report
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IAEA BOARD PASSES 
RESOLUTION CRITICIZING IRAN

INTERPOL

Context: 
The International Atomic Energy Agency Board of Gov-
ernors has passed a resolution calling on Iran to fully co-
operate with the UN inspectors’ investigation into three 
undeclared sites. 

• The resolution was submitted by the UK, France, 
Germany and the US to the IAEA and was backed 
by 30 countries. 

• Only Russia and China opposed the move. Iran 
condemned the resolution. 

Why it matters? 
It’s the first resolution of its kind passed in two years 
and comes after 10 weeks of stalemate in the indirect 
talks between the U.S. and Iran on reviving the 2015 
nuclear deal. 

About IAEA: 
• Set up as the world’s “Atoms for Peace” organi-

zation in 1957 within the United Nations family. 
• Reports to both the United Nations General As-

sembly and Security Council. 
• Headquarters in Vienna, Austria. 

Functions: 
• Works with its Member States and multiple part-

ners worldwide to promote the safe, secure and 
peaceful use of nuclear technologies. 

• Seeks to promote the peaceful use of nuclear en-
ergy, and to inhibit its use for any military pur-
pose, including nuclear weapons. 

Programs: 
1. Program of Action for Cancer Therapy (PACT). 
2. Human Health Program. 
3. Water Availability Enhancement Project. 
4. International Project on Innovative Nuclear Reac-

tors and Fuel Cycles, 2000. 

INSTALINKS
PRELIMS LINK:

1. What is JCPOA? Signatories. 
2. Iran and its neighbours. 
3. What is IAEA? Relation with the UN. 

MAINS LINK:
Why is Iran nuclear deal significant for India 
and the world? Discuss. 

14) Consider the following statements: 

1. IAEA was Set up as the world’s “Atoms for 
Peace” organization in 1957 within the United Nations 
family. 
2. It reports to both the United Nations General 
Assembly and Security Council. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

A. 1 only. 
B. 2 only. 
C. Both. 
D. None. 

Context: 
Preparations are afoot for the 90th Interpol General As-
sembly, to be held in Delhi. 

What is Interpol? 
• The International Criminal Police Organisation, 

or Interpol, is a 194-member intergovernmental 
organisation. 

• headquartered in Lyon, France. 
• Formed in 1923 as the International Criminal Po-

lice Commission, and started calling itself Inter-
pol in 1956. 

• India joined the organisation in 1949, and is one 
of its oldest members. 

Interpol’s declared global policing goals in-
clude: 

• Countering terrorism, promoting border integri-
ty worldwide, protection of vulnerable commu-
nities, providing a secure cyberspace for people 
and businesses, curbing illicit markets, support-
ing environment security, and promoting global 
integrity.



19 WWW.INSIGHTSONINDIA.COM

INSTALINKS
PRELIMS LINK:

1. Who is a fugitive economic offender? 
2. What is Interpol. 
3. Various notices issued. 
4. Overview of Interpol’s crime   

programmes. 

MAINS LINK:
Discuss the significance of Interpol. Suggest 
reforms. 

What is the Interpol General Assembly? 
• It is Interpol’s supreme governing body, and com-

prises representatives from all its member  
countries. 

• It meets annually for a session lasting approxi-
mately four days, to vote on activities and policy. 

• Each country is represented by one or more dele-
gates at the Assembly, who are typically chiefs of 
law enforcement agencies. 

• The Assembly also elects the members of the In-
terpol Executive Committee, the governing body 
which “provides guidance and direction in be-
tween sessions of the Assembly”. 

Interpol and India: 
• The CBI is the designated nodal body for the In-

terpol in India. It works in close coordination with 
the Interpol and other member countries for the 
sharing of inputs related to trans-national crimes 
and persons wanted by enforcement agencies 
across the world. 

• India has been a member since 1956. 
• Like any member nation, India maintains a Na-

tional Central Bureau, which serves as the na-
tional platform for cooperation between domes-
tic law enforcement units and the international 
police community. 

• The NCB is the designated contact point for the 
Interpol. 

INSTA CURIOUS

Did you know that like Interpol (which 
is a non-UN body), there is something 
called The United Nations Police (UN-
POL). There is an Europol. 

PFMS (PUBLIC FINANCIAL 
MANAGEMENT SYSTEM)

Context: 
The Single Nodal Agency (SNA) Dashboard of PFMS 
(Public Financial Management System) was recently 
launched by the Union Ministry of Finance. 

What is SNA Dashboard? 
It is a major reform initiated in 2021 with regards to 
the manner in which funds for Centrally Sponsored 
Schemes (CSS) are released, disbursed and monitored. 

• Under this system, each state is required to iden-
tify and designate an SNA for every scheme. 

• All funds for that State in a particular scheme are 
now credited in this bank account and all expens-
es by all other Implementing Agencies involved 
are affected from this account. 

https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Europol
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Significance of SNA Model: 
1. Ensures timely allocation of funds. 
2. Brought in greater efficiency in CSS fund  

utilization. 
3. Tracking of funds has become easier. 

About PFMS: 
• It was previously known as Central Plan Schemes 

Monitoring System (CPSMS). 
• It is a web-based online software application de-

veloped and implemented by the Office of Con-
troller General of Accounts (CGA), Ministry of 
Finance. 

• Objective: To facilitate a sound Public Financial 
Management System for the Government of In-
dia (GoI) by establishing an efficient fund flow 
system as well as a payment cum accounting net-
work.

• Coverage: At present, the ambit of PFMS cover-
age includes Central Sector and Centrally Spon-
sored Schemes as well as other expenditures in-
cluding the Finance Commission Grants. 

INSTALINKS
PRELIMS LINK:

1. About PFMS. 
2. Coverage of PFMS. 
3. What is SNA Dashboard? 

MAINS LINK:

Discuss the significance of PFMS.

GS PAPER - 3
WHAT ARE ‘GREEN JOBS’?

Context: 
During his speech on the occasion of World Environ-
ment Day, PM Modi highlighted India’s efforts to create 
‘green jobs’. 
What are ‘green jobs’? 

• They are a class of jobs that directly have a posi-
tive impact on the planet, and contribute to the 
overall environmental welfare. 

• They’re aimed at reducing the negative environ-
mental impact of economic sectors and further-
ing the process of creating a low-carbon  
economy. 

Jobs involving renewable energy, conservation of  
resources, ensuring energy efficient means are catego-
rised under the same. 
Significance: 
For India ‘green jobs’ can prove immensely useful to the 
country with sectors like renewable energy, waste man-
agement, green transport and urban farming all having 
great potential to employ  a trained workforce. 
Efforts by India in this regard: 
Skill Council for Green Jobs: 

• Launched on October 1, 2015. 
• It was set up to be a not-for-profit, independent, 

industry-led initiative. 
• It was aligned to the National Skill Development 

Missions. 
• Promoted by the Ministry of New and Renewable 

Energy (MNRE) and the Confederation of Indian 
Industry (CII). 

• Aim: To help manufacturers and other service 
providers in India’s ‘green business’ sector. 

Green Jobs Initiative: 
The International Labour Organisation, the Internation-
al Trade Union Confederation, the United Nations Envi-
ronment Programme and the International Employers 
Organisation collectively launched the Green Jobs Ini-
tiative in 2008. 

• It is aimed at bettering placements, training and 
creating opportunities for individuals to work in 
‘green jobs’. 



21 WWW.INSIGHTSONINDIA.COM

INSTALINKS
PRELIMS LINK:

1. What are green jobs? 
2. What is the carbon footprint? 
3. About carbon sequestration. 

MAINS LINK:

What are green jobs?    
Discuss their significance. 

Q.15) Green Jobs Initiative was launched by: 

A. International Labour Organisation. 
B. International Trade 
 Union Confederation. 
C. United Nations Environment    
           Programme and the 
 International 
           Employers Organisation. 
D. All A, B and C. 

WHAT ARE ‘CARBON BOMBS’?

WHAT IS THE RBI’S MPC?Context: 
The usage of the term ‘carbon bombs’ picked up after 
an investigative project of The Guardian this year. 

• The project reported the plans of countries and 
private companies all over the world to engage in 
195 ‘carbon bomb’ projects. 

What are carbon bombs? 
Definition by the Guardian: It is “an oil or gas project 
that will result in at least a billion tonnes of CO2 emis-
sions over its lifetime.” 

• In total, around 195 such projects have been 
identified world over, including in the US, Russia, 
West Asia, Australia and India. 

• According to the report, they will collectively 
overshoot the limit of emissions that had been 
agreed to in the Paris Agreement of 2015. 

Context: 
• The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) in its bimonth-

ly policy review meeting increased the key repo 
rate by 50 basis points, but made no changes in 
the cash reserve ratio. 

Withdrawal Of Accommodative Policy: 
• The MPC also decided to remain focused on with-

drawal of accommodation to ensure that infla-
tion remains within target, going forward, while 
supporting growth. 

• This clearly indicates that the RBI is in no mood to 
continue with an accommodative stance, and it is 
most likely to increase the rate in its next policy 
meeting in August 2022. 

What is an accommodative policy stance? 
• An accommodative stance means the central 

bank is prepared to expand the money supply to 
boost economic growth. The central bank, during 
an accommodative policy period, is willing to cut 
the interest rates. 

Q.16) Consider the following statements regarding the 
Leave It In the Ground Initiative (LINGO): 

1. Its mission is to leave fossil fuels in the ground and 
learn to live without them. 
2. It was launched by UNEP in 2022. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

A. 1 only. 
B. 2 only. 
C. Both. 
D. None. 

What is the plan for ‘defusing’ carbon bombs? 
The network working towards this goal is called Leave It 
In the Ground Initiative (LINGO). 

• Its mission is to “leave fossil fuels in the ground 
and learn to live without them.” 

• It believes the root of climate change is the burn-
ing of fossil fuels, and the 100% use of renewable 
energy sources is the solution. 

• LINGO aims to organise ground support for pro-
testing such projects, challenge them through lit-
igation, and conduct analysis and studies for the 
same. 
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What is Repo Rate? 
Repo stands for ‘Repurchasing Option’. It refers to the 
rate at which commercial banks borrow money from 
the RBI in case of shortage of funds. 

• It is one of the main tools of RBI to keep inflation 
under control. 

About MPC: 
The RBI has a government-constituted Monetary Policy 
Committee (MPC) which is tasked with framing mone-
tary policy using tools like the repo rate, reverse repo 
rate, bank rate, cash reserve ratio (CRR). 

• It has been instituted by the Central Government 
of India under Section 45ZB of the RBI Act that 
was amended in 1934. 

Functions: 
The MPC is entrusted with the responsibility of deciding 
the different policy rates including MSF, Repo Rate, Re-
verse Repo Rate, and Liquidity Adjustment Facility. 

Composition of MPC: 
• The committee will have six members. Of the six 

members, the government will nominate three. 
No government official will be nominated to the 
MPC. 

• The other three members would be from the 
RBI with the governor being the ex-officio chair-
person. Deputy governor of RBI in charge of the 
monetary policy will be a member, as also an ex-
ecutive director of the central bank. 

Selection and term of members: 
Selection: The government nominees to the MPC will 
be selected by a Search-cum-Selection Committee un-
der Cabinet Secretary with RBI Governor and Economic 

Affairs Secretary and three experts in the field of  
economics or banking or finance or monetary policy as 
its members. 
Term: Members of the MPC will be appointed for a  
period of four years and shall not be eligible for reap-
pointment. 

How decisions are made? 
Decisions will be taken by majority vote with each 
member having a vote. 
RBI governor’s role: The RBI Governor will chair the 
committee. The governor, however, will not enjoy a 
veto power to overrule the other panel members, but 
will have a casting vote in case of a tie. 

What is RBI Monetary Policy? 
The term ‘Monetary Policy’ is the Reserve Bank of In-
dia’s policy pertaining to the deployment of monetary 
resources under its control for the purpose of achieving 
GDP growth and lowering the inflation rate. 
The Reserve Bank of India Act 1934 empowers the RBI 
to make monetary policy. 

What the Monetary Policy intends to achieve? 
As per the suggestions made by Chakravarty Commit-
tee, aspects such as price stability, economic growth, 
equity, social justice, and encouraging the growth of 
new financial enterprises are some crucial roles con-
nected to the monetary policy of India. 

• While the Government of India tries to acceler-
ate the GDP growth rate of India, the RBI keeps 
trying to bring down the rate of inflation within a 
sustainable limit. 

• In order to achieve its main objectives, the Mone-
tary Policy Committee determines the ideal poli-
cy interest rate that will help achieve the inflation 
target in front of the country. 

Monetary Policy Instruments and how they 
are  managed? 
Monetary policy instruments are of two types namely 
qualitative instruments and quantitative instruments. 
The list of quantitative instruments include Open Mar-
ket Operations, Bank Rate, Repo Rate, Reverse Repo 
Rate, Cash Reserve Ratio, Statutory Liquidity Ratio, 
Marginal standing facility and Liquidity Adjustment Fa-
cility (LAF). 
Qualitative Instruments refer to direct action, change in 
the margin money and moral suasion. 
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Q.17) Consider the following statements: 

1. Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) was consti-
tuted by the RBI on the recommendation of Supreme 
Court of India. 
2. The RBI Governor will chair the committee. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

A. 1 only. 
B. 2 only. 
C. Both. 
D. None. 

Q.18) Consider the following statements: 

1. A bond’s price moves inversely with its yield or 
interest rate. 
2. The higher the price of a bond, the lower the 
yield. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

A. 1 only. 
B. 2 only. 
C. Both. 
D. None. 

WHY BOND YIELDS ARE RISING?
Context: 
The Reserve Bank of India has hiked rates to rein in in-
flation, which is expected to remain above 7% until at 
least September. 

• However, with this, the bond yields have also ris-
en to their highest levels in three years. 

What does it mean? 
1. The rise in yields means markets have already 

factored in the worst of the rate movements. 
2. The rise indicates that the cost of funds in the fi-

nancial system is rising and so are interest rates. 
3. The rise means the government will have to pay 

more as yield (or return to the investors), leading 
to a rise in cost of borrowings. 

4. This will put upward pressure on general interest 
rates in the banking system. 

Impact on Investors: 
The rise in yields means investors expect higher interest 
rates and are selling their bonds, because higher rates 
would result in a decline in the bond price of existing 
bonds (and thereby capital loss on sale before maturi-
ty). 

• Debt investors are set to get impacted. When 
yields rise and bond prices fall, net asset values 
of debt funds, which hold a sizeable chunk of 
government securities in their portfolios, will also 
decline. 

• It will also impact corporate bonds, which are 
priced higher than government bonds. 

• Rising bond yields are generally not good news 
for equity investors as they raise the cost of funds 
for companies and start hurting their earnings. 

Bond Yields vs Equity: 
Bond yields have an inverse relationship with equities 
as a rise in bond yields means that the risk premium on 
equities will have to go up. 

Relationship between Bond Price and Yield: 
A bond’s price moves inversely with its yield or interest 
rate; the higher the price of a bond, the lower the yield. 

• The reason for the inverse relationship between 
price and yield is due, in part, to bonds being 
fixed-rate investments. 

• Investors might sell their bonds if it’s expected 
that interest rates will rise in the coming months 
and opt for the higher-rate bonds later on. 

• Conversely, bond investors might buy bonds, 
driving the prices higher, if they believe interest 
rates will fall in the future because existing fixed-
rate bonds will have a higher rate or yield. 

INSTALINKS
PRELIMS LINK:

1. What are Negative Yield Bonds? 
2. What is Bond Yield Curve? 
3. Relationship between Bond Price and 

Yield. 
MAINS LINK:

Discuss why Negative Yield Bonds are gaining 
popularity these days. 
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MINIMUM SUPPORT PRICES 
(MSP) FOR THE KHARI SEASON 

2022-23:
Context: 
The Minimum Support Prices (MSP) for the Khari sea-
son 2022-23 were recently approved by the cabinet. 
The rates for 14 Kharif crops have been increased, the 
hikes ranging from 4% to 8%. 

What is MSP? 
MSP is the rate at which the government buys grains 
from farmers. Currently, it fixes MSPs for 23 crops 
grown in both Kharif and Rabi seasons (Including FRP 
for sugarcane). 

• The mandated crops include 14 crops of the khar-
if season, 6 rabi crops and 2 other commercial 
crops. 

How is it calculated? 
The MSP is the rate at which the government purchas-
es crops from farmers, and is based on a calculation of 
at least one-and-a-half times the cost of production in-
curred by the farmers. 

• The Union Budget for 2018-19 had announced 
that MSP would be kept at levels of 1.5 the cost 
of production. 

• The MSP is fixed twice a year on the recommen-
dations of the Commission for Agricultural Costs 
and Prices (CACP), which is a statutory body and 
submits separate reports recommending prices 
for kharif and rabi seasons.  

Which production costs are taken in fixing the 
MSPs? 
The CACP considers both ‘A2+FL’ and ‘C2’ costs while 
recommending MSP. 

1. A2 costs cover all paid-out expenses, both in 
cash and kind, incurred by farmers on seeds, fer-
tilisers, chemicals, hired labour, fuel and irriga-
tion, among others. 

2. A2+FL covers actual paid-out costs plus an imput-
ed value of unpaid family labour. 

3. The C2 costs account for the rentals and interest 
forgone on owned land and fixed capital assets 
respectively, on top of A2+FL. 

Please note: 
CACP reckons only A2+FL cost for return. 
However, C2 costs are used by CACP primarily as bench-
mark reference costs (opportunity costs) to see if the 
MSPs recommended by them at least cover these costs 
in some of the major producing States. 

The limitations of MSP: 
The major problem with the MSP is lack of government 
machinery for procurement for all crops except wheat 
and rice, which the Food Corporation of India actively 
procures under the PDS. 
As state governments procure the last mile grain, the 
farmers of states where the grain is procured complete-
ly by the government benefit more while those in states 
that procure less are often affected. 
The MSP-based procurement system is also dependent 
on middlemen, commission agents and APMC officials, 
which smaller farmers find difficult to get access to. 

INSTALINKS
PRELIMS LINK:

1. Composition of CCEA. 
2. What is CACP? 
3. How many crops are covered under the 

MSP scheme? 
MAINS LINK:

Discuss the need for having a statutory  
backing for MSP. 

https://cacp.dacnet.nic.in/
https://cacp.dacnet.nic.in/
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STATE FOOD SAFETY INDEX

Q.19) Consider the following statements: (2020): 

1. In the case of all cereals, pulses and oil-seeds, the 
procurement at Minimum Support Price (MSP) is unlim-
ited in any State/UT of India. 
2. In the case of cereals and pulses, the MSP is fixed in 
any State/UT at a level to which the market price will 
never rise. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

A. 1 only. 
B. 2 only. 
C. Both 1 and 2. 
D. Neither 1 nor 2. 

Q.20) Consider the following statements: 

1. State Food Safety Index (SFSI) was developed by   
FSSAI. 
2. World food safety day was first celebrated in 2019. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

A. 1 only. 
B. 2 only. 
C. Both. 
D. None. 

INSTALINKS
PRELIMS LINK:

1. About the World Food Safety Day. 
2. About the State Food Safety Index. 
3. State Food Safety Index - Performance 

of various states. 
MAINS LINK:

Discuss the significance of the State Food 
Safety Index. 

Context: 
Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI)’s 
4th State Food Safety Index (SFSI) was released on the 
occasion of World Food Safety Day (June 7). 

• It seeks to measure the performance of States 
across five parameters of food safety. 

What is the State Food Safety Index (SFSI)? 
• The index was developed by FSSAI (Food Safety 

and Standards Authority of India) in 2018-19 to 
measure the performance of states on five sig-
nificant parameters of Food Safety. 

• The parameters include Human Resources and 
Institutional Data, Compliance, Food Testing – 
Infrastructure and Surveillance, Training & Ca-
pacity Building and Consumer Empowerment. 

• The index will help in providing safe and nutri-
tious food to our citizens. 

Performance of various states: 
• Tamil Nadu topped the State Food Safety Index 

followed by Gujarat and Maharashtra.
• Among Smaller States, Goa stood first, followed 

by Manipur and Sikkim.
• Among UTs, Jammu and Kashmir, Delhi and Chan-

digarh secured first, second and third ranks. 

What is World food safety day? 
• The World Health Organization (WHO) and the 

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United 
Nations (FAO) jointly facilitate the observance 
of World Food Safety Day, in collaboration with 
Member States and other relevant organizations. 

• It was first celebrated in 2019. 
• Objective: To strengthen the commitment to 

scale up food safety made by the Addis Ababa 
Conference and the Geneva Forum in 2019 under 
the umbrella of “The Future of Food Safety”. 

• The theme for 2022 was Safer Food, Better 
Health. 
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PAR TAPI NARMADA PROJECT

FAST RADIO BURST

Context: 
PM Modi is all set to inaugurate the Astol project that 
will provide tap water to 4.50 lakh people living in 174 
tribal villages and 1,028 hamlets on the hills of Valsad 
district in Gujarat. 
This is significant as the tribes in the area have been 
protesting against the central government’s Par-Ta-
pi-Narmada river link project. 
Background: 
Par-Tapi-Narmada river link project in south Gujarat 
was scrapped after strong protests by tribal communi-
ties of the three districts in the region. 
About the Project: 
Envisioned under the 1980 National Perspective Plan. 
The project proposes to transfer river water from the 
surplus regions of the Western Ghats to the deficit re-
gions of Saurashtra and Kutch. 
It proposes to link three rivers: 

1. Par, originating from Nashik in Maharashtra and 
flowing through Valsad. 

2. Tapi from Saputara that flows through Maharash-
tra and Surat in Gujarat. 

3. Narmada originating in Madhya Pradesh and 
flowing through Maharashtra and Bharuch and 
Narmada districts in Gujarat. 

Benefits: 
The surplus water proposed to be diverted through the 
estimated Rs 10,211 crore Par-Tapi-Narmada link proj-
ect is expected to irrigate an area of 2,32,175 hectares, 
of which 61,190 ha is en route to the link canal. 

Why is this project being opposed? 
According to a report by the NWDA, about 6065 ha of 
land area will be submerged due to the proposed res-
ervoirs. 

• A total of 61 villages will be affected, of which 
one will be fully submerged and the remaining 
60 partly. 

• The total number of affected families would be 
2,509 of which 98 families would be affected due 
to the creation of the Jheri reservoir, the only one 
in Maharashtra, spread over six villages. 

• In Gujarat, around 2000 families will be affected 
by the project. The districts where the project 
will be implemented are largely dominated, by 
tribals who fear displacement. 

Benefits of interlinking: 
1. Enhances water and food security. 
2. Proper utilisation of water. 
3. Boost to agriculture. 
4. Disaster mitigation. 
5. Boost to transportation. 

INSTA CURIOUS

Do you know about the National Per-
spective Plan for interlinking of rivers? 
Reference: read this.

INSTALINKS
PRELIMS LINK:

1. About the Project. 
2. About Par River. 
3. Tapi and Narmada - tributaries and 

basin states. 
MAINS LINK:

Discuss the significance of the project. 

Q.21) The Narmada river flows to the west, while most 
other large peninsular rivers flow to the east. Why? 
(2013). 

1. It occupies a linear rift valley. 
2. It flows between the Vindhyas and the Satpuras. 
3. The land slopes to the west from Central India. 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below: 

(a) 1 only. 
(b) 2 and 3. 
(c) 1 and 3. 
(d) None. 

Context: 
Astronomers have reported a fast radio burst (FRB) 
whose characteristics are different from almost all oth-
er FRBs previously detected, except one. 

• The latest FRB (Named FRB 20190520B), un-
like many other FRBs, emits frequent, repeating 
bursts of radio waves. Only one FRB has been 
previously observed to behave this way. 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/02/02/five-river-linking-projects-announced-in-union-budget/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/02/02/five-river-linking-projects-announced-in-union-budget/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/02/02/five-river-linking-projects-announced-in-union-budget/
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TIANGONG SPACE STATION

INSTALINKS
PRELIMS LINK:

1. What are radio waves? 
2. What are Magnetars? 
3. What is a neutron star? 

MAINS LINK:
What are FRBs? How are they significant in 
understanding our universe? Discuss.

Q.22) Consider the following statements: 

1. A magnetar is a type of neutron star. 
2. Magnetic fields of Magnetars are 5,000 trillion times 
more powerful than that of the Earth. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

A. 1 only. 
B. 2 only. 
C. Both. 
D. None. 

What are FRBs? 
FRBs are bright flashes of light that appear for a few 
milliseconds and then vanish. 

• The first FRB was discovered in 2007. Since then 
140 more were discovered until June 2021. 

How are they produced? 
The astronomers have suggested that the candidates 
for the sources of FRBs are the superdense neutron 
stars left over after a supernova, or magnetars (neutron 
stars with ultra-strong magnetic fields). 

What are Magnetars? 
A magnetar is a type of neutron star. 

• They are the most powerful magnets in the cos-
mos. 

• Their magnetic fields are 5,000 trillion times 
more powerful than that of the Earth. 

Context: 
Three Chinese astronauts docked at the country’s space 
station on Sunday. 
About China’s Space Station: 

• The new multi-module Tiangong station is set to 
be operational for at least 10 years. 

• The space station will operate in low-Earth orbit 
at an altitude of 340-450 km above Earth’s sur-
face. 

Significance of the space station: 
1. The low orbit space station would be the coun-

try’s eye from the sky, providing round the clock 
bird’s-eye view for its astronauts on the rest of 
the world. 

2. It shall aid China’s aim to become a major space 
power by 2030. 

Concerns: 
China’s space station will be equipped with a robot-
ic-arm over which the US has raised concerns for its 
possible military applications. 

• The Concern is that this technology “could be 
used in a future system for grappling other sat-
ellites”. 

Other space stations: 
• The only space station currently in orbit is the In-

ternational Space Station (ISS). The ISS is backed 
by the United States, Russia, Europe, Japan and 
Canada. 

• So far, China has sent two previous space stations 
into orbit- the Tiangong-1 and Tiangong-2 were 
trial stations. 

• India is planning to launch its own space station 
by 2030. 
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Comparing with the International Space  
Station: 

• The ISS programme is a joint project between 
five participating space agencies: NASA (United 
States), Roscosmos (Russia), JAXA (Japan), ESA 
(Europe), and CSA (Canada). 

• ISS is now the largest human-made body in low 
Earth orbit. The Chinese station will be smaller 
and similar in design, meaning it will have limited 
capacity for astronauts (three versus six on ISS). 

Others planned space stations: 
Lunar Gateway: involving four of the ISS partner agen-
cies: NASA, European Space Agency (ESA), Japan Aero-
space Exploration Agency (JAXA), and Canadian Space 
Agency (CSA). It is planned to be both the first space 
station beyond low Earth orbit and the first space sta-
tion to orbit the Moon. 
The Russian Orbital Service Station is scheduled to be-
gin construction in 2025.
Starlab is the name given to the planned LEO space sta-
tion designed by Nanoracks for commercial space activ-
ities uses. 
Indian Human Spaceflight Programme: India plans to 
deploy a 20-tonne space station as a follow-up pro-
gramme of the Gaganyaan mission, it will be deployed 
in 5–7 years after the completion of the Gaganyaan 
project. 

INSTA CURIOUS

What is Molniya orbit? Read Here 
(Briefly)

INSTALINKS
PRELIMS LINK:

1. About ISS. 
2. Countries involved. 
3. Objectives. 
4. Previous space stations. 

MAINS LINK:
Write a note on the International Space  
Station.

Q.23) Consider the following statements:

1. International space station is a joint project between 
five space agencies, with India as a technical partner. 
2. China’s Tiangong Space Station will replace ISS in the 
lower earth orbit. 

Choose the correct answer using the codes given  
below:

1. 1 only. 
2. 2 only. 
3. Both. 
4. None. 

LITHIUM
Context: 
With the EV industry growing rapidly, the demand for 
lithium, an essential resource for EV battery makers, 
has surged along. 

Significance: 
It is estimated that if the entirety of ore from the Afri-
can mines are extracted, it will be sufficient to meet the 
demand for at least 27.78 million vehicles with 60 kWh 
batteries. 

About Lithium:
It is a soft, silvery-white metal. Under standard condi-
tions, it is the lightest metal and the lightest solid ele-
ment.
It is highly reactive and flammable, and must be stored 
in mineral oil. It is an alkali metal and a rare metal.

Key Characteristics and Properties:
• It has the highest specific heat capacity of any 

solid element.
• Lithium’s single balance electron allows it to be a 

good conductor of electricity.
• It is flammable and can even explode when ex-

posed to air and water.

Uses:
1. Lithium is a key element for new technologies 

and finds its use in ceramics, glass, telecommuni-
cation and aerospace industries.  

2. The well-known uses of Lithium are in Lithium ion 
batteries, lubricating grease, high energy additive 
to rocket propellants, optical modulators for mo-
bile phones and as convertor to tritium used as 
a raw material for thermonuclear reactions i.e. 
fusion. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Molniya_orbit
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INSTALINKS
PRELIMS LINK:

1. About Lithium.
2. Properties.
3. Uses.
4. Lithium reserves in India.

MAINS LINK:
Discuss the advantages of lithium ion  
batteries.

Q.24) Consider the following statements: 

1. Lithium is a hard, silvery-white metal. 
2. Under standard conditions, it is the lightest met-
al and the lightest solid element. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

A. 1 only. 
B. 2 only. 
C. Both. 
D. None. 

eVTOL

Prescribed substance:
The thermonuclear application makes Lithium as “Pre-
scribed substance” under the Atomic Energy Act, 1962 
which permits AMD for exploration of Lithium in vari-
ous geological domains of the country.

• Under the Atomic Energy Act, 1962, “Prescribed 
Substance” means any substance including any 
mineral which the Central Government may, by 
notification, prescribe, being a substance which 
in its opinion is or may be used for the production 
or use of atomic energy or research into matters 
connected therewith and includes uranium, plu-
tonium, thorium, beryllium, deuterium or any of 
their respective derivatives or  compounds or any 
other materials containing any of the aforesaid 
substances.

Context: 
The Union Civil Aviation Minister, recently said that the 
Government of India is exploring the possibility of invit-
ing manufacturers of Electric Vertical Take off and Land-
ing (eVTOL) aircraft to set up base in India. 

What is eVTOL? 
• As the acronym suggests, an electric vertical 

take-off and landing (eVTOL) aircraft is one that 
uses electric power to hover, take off, and land 
vertically. 

• Most eVTOLs also use what is called as distribut-
ed electric propulsion technology which means 
integrating a complex propulsion system with 
the airframe. 

• This is a technology that has grown on account 
of successes in electric propulsion based on 
progress in motor, battery, fuel cell, and elec-
tronic controller technologies and also fuelled 
by the need for new vehicle technology that en-
sures urban air mobility (UAM). 

Challenges associated: 
• As the technology so far is a mix of unpiloted 

and piloted aircraft, the areas in focus include 
“crash prevention systems”. 

• There are also issues such as ensuring safety in 
case of powerplant or rotor failure. 

• Aircraft protection from cyberattacks is another 
area of focus. 

More on eVTOL: 
• The global market for eVTOLs was put at $8.5 

million in 2021 and is to grow to $30.8 million 
by 2030. 

• The demand will be on account of green energy 
and noise-free aircraft, cargo carrying concepts, 
and the need for new modes of transport. 

• Also, the Government of India is exploring the 
possibility of inviting manufacturers of Electric 
Vertical Take-off and Landing (eVTOL) aircraft to 
set up base in India. 
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INSTALINKS
PRELIMS LINK:

1. What is eVTOL? 
2. Developments that are enabling eVTOL. 

MAINS LINK:

The challenges associated with eVTOL, need 
to be addressed before they become new 
vehicles of Urban Air Mobility. Comment. 

Q.25) Which of the statements regarding eVTOL are 
correct?

1. eVTOL needs a runway to perform its operations. 
2. They possess the potential to reduce emissions, in 
Urban Mobility. 
 
Choose the correct answer using the codes given  
below: 

A. 1 only. 
B. 2 only. 
C. Both 1 and 2. 
D. None of the Above. 

NEVER AGAIN WILL THERE BE 
A COAL SHORTAGE

Context: 
The Union Coal Minister said that there was a shortage 
of coal due to an extraordinary situation. 

• The demand for power went up due to improved 
economic activity, but at the same time pow-
er plants operating on imported gas and coal 
stopped producing power because of high gas 
and coal prices. 

• Coal prices increased from$40 a tonne to $210 a 
tonne. Also, power plants operating with blend-
ed coal (partly imported) stopped importing and 
began demanding domestic coal. 

Coal: 
It originates from organic matter wood, when large 
tracts of forests are buried under sediments, wood is 
burnt and decomposed due to heat from below and 
pressure from above. This phenomenon makes coal but 
takes centuries to complete. 

Classification of Coal(on the basis of carbon content 
and time period): 
Anthracite: 

• It is the best quality of coal with the highest calo-
rific value and carries 80 to 95% carbon content. 

• It ignites slowly with a blue flame and is found in 
small quantities in Jammu and Kashmir. 

Bituminous: 
• It has a low level of moisture content with 60 to 

80% of carbon content and has a high calorific 
value. 

• Jharkhand, West Bengal, Odisha, Chhattisgarh, 
and Madhya Pradesh have deposits of Bitumi-
nous. 

Lignite: 
It carries 40 to 55% carbon content and is often brown 
in colour with high moisture content thus, gives smoke 
when burnt.
Rajasthan, Lakhimpur (Assam), and Tamil Nadu have 
deposits of Lignite. 
Peat: 
It is the first stage of transformation from wood to coal 
with low calorific value and less than 40% carbon  
content. 

• The top 5 States in terms of total coal reserves 
in India are: Jharkhand > Odisha > Chhattisgarh > 
West Bengal > Madhya Pradesh. 

• The leading coal producers of the world include 
China, US, Australia, Indonesia, India. 
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INSTALINKS
PRELIMS LINK:

1. Coal, types of coal. 
2. Content of different varieties of coal. 
3. Geographic locations of coal-producing 

states in India and the world. 
4. Coal blending. 
5. Coal gasification. 

MAINS LINK:

The demand for coal energy is going to in-
crease over the next decade. Critically analyze 
its impact on energy and the environment. 

Q.26) Consider the following statements: 

1. Syngas contains carbon monoxide but negligible 
amounts of carbon dioxide. 
2. In Coal Gasification coal is reduced to produce 
coal gas and fertilizers. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

A. 1 only. 
B. 2 only. 
C. Both 1 and 2. 
D. Neither 1 nor 2. 

YAMUNA RIVER POLLUTION

Coal Blending: 
• Coal blending is a practice that has been under-

taken by many power stations to provide a con-
sistent feedstock of fuel for power generation or 
to meet different requirements such as solving 
transportation problems, fuel cost, reducing slag-
ging, and SOx emission. 

• Low-grade (high ash) coal can be mixed with high-
er-grade (imported) coal without deterioration in 
thermal performance of the boiler, thus reducing 
the cost of generation. 

India’s Dependence on coal: 
• The installed capacity for coal-based power gen-

eration across the country was 2.04 lakh mega-
watt (MW). This accounts for about 5% of power 
from all sources. 

• Coal-based power stations are retired periodi-
cally which happens all the time. But is not fast 
enough nor are new additions being halted. 

• Coal is still most inexpensive compared with  
other present sources of energy. 

Context: 
River activists have demanded prompt measures to 
save the Yamuna river. 

Demands by activists: 
1. Construct the Rubber check dam downstream of 

the Taj Mahal. 
2. Revisit the 1994 Yamuna water distribution 

agreement to ensure a larger share of Yamuna 
water for Agra and Mathura. 

3. Frame a comprehensive national rivers policy. 
4. Constitute a central rivers authority for manage-

ment of all big rivers in the country. 

Why is Yamuna so polluted?
1. The sewage treatment plants of Delhi are major 

contributors of the Pollutants being discharged in 
the river.

2. Pollutants discharge from different types of in-
dustry is also a major issue.

3. Agriculture activities along the banks of the river 
in Delhi contributes to river pollution.

4. Agricultural waste and pesticide discharge from 
the Haryana field also contributes to the pollu-
tion.

5. The low volume of water flow in the river causes 
the pollutants to accumulate and raise the pollu-
tion level.
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About Yamuna River:
• The river Yamuna is a major tributary of river 

Ganges.
• Originates from the Yamunotri glacier near Ban-

darpoonch peaks in the Mussoorie range of the 
lower Himalayas in Uttarkashi district of   
Uttarakhand.

• It meets the Ganges at the Sangam in Prayagraj, 
Uttar Pradesh after flowing through Uttarakhand, 
Himachal Pradesh, Haryana and Delhi.

• Tributaries: Chambal, Sindh, Betwa and Ken.

INSTA CURIOUS

Did you know that the right to clean 
the environment, and further, pollu-
tion-free water, has been protected 
under the broad rubric of the right to 
life? 

INSTALINKS
PRELIMS LINK:

1. Yamuna and its tributaries. 
2. Riparian states. 
3. Pollutants and their sources. 

MAINS LINK:

Discuss about the efforts by the Government 
to prevent river pollution in India.

Q.27) Consider the following statements: 

1. River Yamuna originates near Bandarpoonch peaks. 
2. It meets the Ganges at the Sangam in Prayagraj. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

A. 1 only. 
B. 2 only. 
C. Both. 
D. None. 

COMMON SURVEY TO COUNT 
ELEPHANTS AND BIG CATS

Context: 
The government of India, for the first time this year, 
will present a unified count of the tiger, leopard and 
elephant populations of the country. 

Benefits of the new method: 
Given that 90% of the area occupied by elephants and 
tigers is common, and once estimation methods are 
standardised, having a common survey can significantly 
save costs. 

• Also, the ‘head count’ method, or one currently 
deployed to count elephants was “obsolete” and 
frequently led to animals being double counted. 

How are they counted currently? 
Currently, the tiger survey is usually held once in four 
years and elephants are counted once in five years. 

1. Since 2006, the Wildlife Institute of India (WII), 
Dehradun, which is affiliated to the Environment 
Ministry, has a standardised protocol in place that 
States then use to estimate tiger numbers. Based 
on sightings in camera traps and indirect estima-
tion methods, tiger numbers are computed. 

2. Elephant numbers largely rely on States direct-
ly counting the number of elephants. In recent 
years, techniques such as analysing dung sam-
ples have also been deployed to estimate birth 
rates and population trends in elephants. 

Numbers: 
• According to the most recent 2018-19 survey, 

there were 2,967 tigers in India. 
• According to the last count in 2017, there were 

29,964 elephants in India. 

Efforts aimed at conservation of Elephants and 
their corridors at all- India level:

• ‘Gaj Yatra’, a nationwide campaign to protect  
 elephants, was launched on the occasion of 
World Elephant Day in 2017. The campaign is 
planned to cover 12 elephant range states.

• The campaign aims to create awareness about  
elephant corridors to encourage free movement 
in their habitat.
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INSTA CURIOUS

Did you know that Project Elephant 
was launched in 1992 by the Govern-
ment of India Ministry of Environ-
ment and Forests to provide financial 
and technical support of wildlife 
management efforts by states for 
their free ranging populations of wild 
Asian Elephants? 

Have you heard of Asian Elephant 
Specialist Group (AsESG)? Refer-
ence: https://www.insightsonindia.
com/2019/12/07/asian-elephant-spe-
cialist-group-asesg/. 

INSTALINKS
PRELIMS LINK:

1. IUCN conservation status of Asian  
Elephant. 

2. Elephant corridors in India. 
3. Calving period of elephants. 

MAINS LINK:
Discuss the measures suggested by the Envi-
ronment Ministry to manage man- elephant 
conflicts. 

ENVIRONMENTAL 
PERFORMANCE INDEX

Forest Ministry guide to managing human-ele-
phant conflict (Best Practices):

1. Retaining elephants in their natural habitats by 
creating water sources and management of for-
est fires.

2. Elephant Proof trenches in Tamil Nadu.
3. Hanging fences and rubble walls in Karnataka.
4. Use of chili smoke in north Bengal and playing the 

sound of bees or carnivores in Assam.
5. Use of technology: Individual identification, mon-

itoring of elephants in south Bengal and sending 
SMS alerts to warn of elephant presence.

Efforts by Private Organizations in this regard:
• Asian Elephant Alliance, an umbrella initiative by 

five NGOs, had, last year, come together to se-
cure 96 out of the 101 existing corridors used by 
elephants across 12 States in India.

• NGOs Elephant Family, International Fund for An-
imal Welfare, IUCN Netherlands and World Land 
Trust have teamed up with Wildlife Trust of In-
dia’s (WTI) in the alliance. 

About Asian Elephants: 
1. Asian elephants are listed as “endangered” on 

the IUCN Red List of threatened species. 
2. More than 60% of the world’s elephant popula-

tion is in India. 
3. Elephant is the Natural Heritage Animal of India. 

Context: 
The latest edition (2022) of the Environmental  
Performance Index was recently released. 
The report is prepared by the researchers of: 

1. Yale Centre for Environmental Law &Policy. 
2. Centre for International Earth Science Informa-

tion Network Earth Institute, Columbia  
University. 

About the Environmental Performance Index: 
• The EPI provides a data-driven summary of the 

state of sustainability around the world. 
• It ranks 180 countries on 40 performance indi-

cators including climate change, environmental 
public health, biodiversity etc. 

• It offers a scorecard that highlights leaders and 
laggards in environmental performance. 

• It also provides practical guidance for countries 
that aspire to move toward a sustainable future. 

Performance of India and other countries: 
• The report ranked India at the bottom in a list of 

180 countries. 
• The lowest scores go to India (18.9), Myanmar 

(19.4), Vietnam (20.1), Bangladesh (23.1) and Pa-
kistan (24.6).

• The US has been ranked at 43rd and the biggest 
current emitter China has been ranked at 160th 
position. 

• Top 5 countries: Denmark, UK, Finland, Malta and 
Sweden have been ranked at the top five posi-
tions due to their better performance. 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/12/07/asian-elephant-specialist-group-asesg/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/12/07/asian-elephant-specialist-group-asesg/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/12/07/asian-elephant-specialist-group-asesg/
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Why India is placed at the bottom? 
• The report claimed that India prioritised econom-

ic growth over environment. 
• It has markedly poor air quality and quickly rising 

greenhouse gas emissions. 

Why India rejected the report? 
• As per Indian govt, the report used many indica-

tors based on unfounded assumptions. 
• The methodology does not consider per capita 

emissions and different socio-economic condi-
tions across countries. 

• The weight of indicators in which India  was per-
forming well has been reduced. 

• The principle of equity is given very low weightage 
in the form of the indicators like GHG emission 
per capita and GHG emission intensity trend. 

• The common but differentiated responsibilities 
and respective capabilities (CBDR-RC) principle 
is also barely reflected in the composition of the 
index. 

• Forests and wetlands, which act as crucial carbon 
sinks, have not been factored in while comput-
ing the projected GHG emissions trajectory up to 
2050 by EPI 2022. 

COMMISSION FOR AIR QUALITY 
MANAGEMENT (CAQM)

Context: 
The Commission for Air Quality Management (CAQM) 
has issued directions to ban the use of coal in industrial, 
domestic and other miscellaneous applications in the 
entire Delhi-NCR region from 1st January 2023. 

Need for: 
• This step is taken to bring down greenhouse 

gas emissions in Delhi NCR. Delhi is among the 
world’s most polluted capital cities. 

• It will help save 1.7 million tonnes of coal  
annually. 

• It will also help reduce pollutants including par-
ticulate matter (PM), nitrogen oxide (NOx), CO2 
and CO. 

About the Commission for Air Quality  
Management (CAQM): 
The Commission was first formed by an ordinance in 
October 2020. 
The erstwhile Environment Pollution (Prevention and 
Control) Authority, or EPCA had been dissolved to make 
way for the Commission. 

• The Commission will be a statutory authority. 
• The Commission will supersede bodies such as 

the central and state pollution control boards of 
Delhi, Punjab, Haryana, UP and Rajasthan. 

In 2021, the Parliament approved the Commission for 
Air Quality Management in National Capital Region and 
Adjoining Areas Bill. 
Composition: 
Chairperson: To be chaired by a government official of 
the rank of Secretary or Chief Secretary. 

• The chairperson will hold the post for three years 
or until s/he attains the age of 70 years. 

• It will have members from several Ministries as 
well as representatives from the stakeholder 
States. 

• It will have experts from the Central Pollution 
Control Board (CPCB), Indian Space Research Or-
ganisation (ISRO) and Civil Society. 

Powers and functions: 
1. It will have the powers to issue directions to 

these state governments on issues pertaining to 
air pollution. 

2. It will entertain complaints as it deems necessary 
for the purpose of protecting and improving the 
quality of the air in the NCR and adjoining areas. 

3. It will also lay down parameters for control of air 
pollution. 

4. It will also be in charge of identifying violators, 
monitoring factories and industries and any oth-
er polluting unit in the region, and will have the 
powers to shut down such units. 

5. It will also have the powers to overrule directives 
issued by the state governments in the region, 
that may be in violation of pollution norms. 

INSTALINKS
PRELIMS LINK:

1. About EPCA. 
2. About NGT. 
3. About CPCB. 
4. Overview of the Commission for Air 

Quality Management in National Capital 
Region and Adjoining Areas Bill, 2021. 

MAINS LINK:
Why was EPCA dissolved? What has replaced 
EPCA? Discuss.
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AUSTRALIA –INDIA WATER 
SECURITY INITIATIVE (AIWASI)

INSTALINKS
PRELIMS LINK:

1. Australia –India water Security initiative 
(AIWASI). 

2. South Asia Water Security Initiative 
(SAWASI). 

3. The Water Sensitive City vision. 

MAINS LINK:
Discuss the significance of the Australia –India 
water Security initiative (AIWASI).

Q. 28) Consider the following: (2019)

1. Carbon monoxide 
2. Methane 
3. Ozone 
4. Sulphur dioxide 

Which of the above are released into atmosphere due 
to the burning of crop/biomass residue?

A. 1 and 2 only. 
B. 2, 3 and 4 only. 
C. 1 and 4 only. 

Context: 
The Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs(MoHUA) and 
the Government of Australia have signed an MoU for 
Technical Cooperation in urban water management. 

Significance: 
● The MoU will enable both India and Australia to 
learn about technological advancements gained by two 
nations in key areas of urban water security. 
● It will promote exchange of learning, best prac-
tices and capacity building of institutions. 
● It will also help promote cooperation between 
the two countries under Australia-India Water Security 
Initiative(AIWASI). 

What is the Australia-India Water Security  
Initiative(AIWASI)? 
AIWASI is a project Under South Asia Water Security Ini-
tiative (SAWASI) of Department of Foreign Affairs and 
Trade (DFAT), Australia. 

• It aims to work towards the Water Sensitive City 
vision which is based on holistic management of 
the integrated water cycle. 

• It will undertake investments that provide urban 
water services support to disadvantaged commu-
nities to access reliable, safe water and sanitation 
services. 

AIWASI project is also a ‘living laboratory’ with multi-
ple educational, social and environmental benefits like  
water literacy of students and the community, creation 
of green spaces etc. 

Q.29) Consider the following statements: 

1. Australia-India Water Security Initiative(AIWASI) is 
a project Under South Asia Water Security Initiative 
(SAWASI). 
2. It aims to work towards the Water Sensitive City   
vision. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

A. 1 only. 
B. 2 only. 
C. Both. 
D. None. 
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facts for 
prelims

Ten antiquities (sculptures) retrieved from Australia 
and the United States were handed over to the Gov-
ernment of Tamil Nadu in Delhi last week. This includ-
ed the sculpture of Dancing child-saint Sambandar. 

• Sambandar of the 12th century belongs to the 
Chola dynasty. 

• He was a contemporary of Appar, another Saiva 
poet-saint. 

• He is one of the Muvar, the three principal saints 
of South India. 

• He composed an oeuvre of 16,000 hymns in 
complex meters. 

• Sambandar was one of the nayanmars, a group 
of sixty-three saints active in South India from 
the sixth to the ninth century who were instru-
mental in popularizing the worship of Shiva 
through devotional poetry and song. 

The report was recently released by the Center for  
Science and Environment (CSE). 

• The report is an annual compendium of envi-
ronment-development data and is derived from 
public sources. 

Key findings: 
• Rise in water spread: Twenty-five glacial lakes 

and water bodies in India, China and Nepal have 
recorded over 40%  rise in their water spread 
areas since 2009, posing a grave threat to five 
Indian states and two Union territories. 

• Coastline erosion: Over a third of India’s coast-
line witnessed some degree of erosion between 
1990 and 2018. West Bengal is the worst hit with 
over 60% of its shoreline under erosion. 

• An increase in the frequency of cyclones and 
rise in the sea level, and anthropogenic activi-
ties such as the construction of harbours, beach 
mining and building of dams are some of the 
reasons for coastal erosion. 

• Increased levels of heavy toxic metals - lead, 
iron, nickel, cadmium, arsenic, chromium and 
copper - in rivers. 

• A climate hotspot: 45 to 64% of India’s forest 
cover is likely to become climate hotspots by 
2030. By 2050, almost the entire forest cover 
of the country is likely to become a climate 
hotspot. 

A climate hotspot refers to an area that is likely to 
face severe impacts of climate change. 

STATE OF ENVIRONMENT 
REPORT 2022: RIVERS FACING 

HEAVY POLLUTION:

SAMBANDAR
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WHAT IS WORLD 
ENVIRONMENT DAY?

LIFESTYLE FOR THE 
ENVIRONMENT (LIFE) 

MOVEMENT

SIEVIERODONETSK

Celebrated annually on 5th June. 
• The United Nations Assembly established World 

Environment Day in 1972, which was the first day 
of the Stockholm Conference on the human en-
vironment. 

• It is a global platform for public outreach, with 
participation from over 143 countries annually. 

• Theme for 2022: Only One Earth, focusing on 
“Living Sustainably in Harmony with Nature”. 

Why in News? 
• Russia has shifted its focus on Sievierodonetsk 

after failing to seize Ukraine’s capital, Kyiv, in the 
first phase of the war. 

About Sievierodonetsk: 
• Located nearly 140 km south of the Russian  

border, Sievierodonetsk is one of the largest   
cities of the Donbas region. 

• It is located near the left bank of the Siverskyi  
Donets river, and has a population of over a lakh. 

• Administratively, Sievierodonetsk falls under 
Ukraine’s Luhansk oblast (province). 

• It is a big industrial hub known for chemical works 
and machine-building factories. 

Launched by India on the occasion of World Environ-
ment Day (5th June). 

• The idea of LiFE was introduced by the Prime 
Minister Modi during the 26th United Nations Cli-
mate Change Conference of the Parties (COP26) 
in Glasgow in 2021. 

• The idea promotes an environment-conscious 
lifestyle that focuses on ‘mindful and deliberate 
utilisation’ instead of ‘mindless and destructive 
consumption’. 

• The Movement aims to utilise the power of  
collective action and nudge individuals across the 
world to undertake simple climate-friendly   
actions in their daily lives. 

‘Pro-Planet People’ (P3): 
• The Mission plans to create and nurture a global 

network of individuals, namely ‘Pro-Planet  
People’ (P3). 

• P3 will have a shared commitment to adopt and 
promote environmentally friendly lifestyles. 
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Recent archaeological excavations in Kolkata have pro-
vided further evidence of human habitation in the city 
from centuries before the time British administrator 
Job Charnock was said to have founded the city. 
Charnock worked for the East India Company. 

• He was historically been credited with founding 
the city in 1690 when the Company was consoli-
dating its trade business in Bengal. 

• Between the 14th and 16th centuries, the area 
was under the rule of the Bengal Sultanate of 
the Mughals. 

What’s the issue? 
The view about Charnock being the founder was chal-
lenged, and in 2003, Calcutta High Court declared that 
Charnock ought not to be regarded as the founder. 

• It ordered the government to purge his name 
from all textbooks and official documents con-
taining the history of the city’s founding. 

• The court found that a “highly civilised society” 
and “an important trading centre” had existed 
on the site long before Charnock established his 
settlement. 

Historical references: 
The site is mentioned in Bipradas Pipilai’s Manasa 
Mangala (1495) and Abul Fazl’s Ain-I-Akbari (1596). 

• The festival is the largest gathering of Hindus in 
Kashmir after the annual Amarnath Yatra. 

• Kashmiri Hindus, locally known as Pandits, will 
celebrate this festival at the Mata Kheerbhawani 
temple in Kashmir. 

• The temple is dedicated to the goddess Ragnya 
Devi. 

The oldest known glacial advance from Uttarakhand 
was observed in the central Himalayas’ Yankti Kuti  
valley. 

• Through its geomorphological mapping, the 
scientists were able to identify four events of 
glaciation that happened during the past 52,000 
MIS 3. 

• The term MIS 3 refers to the alternating warm 
and cool periods that occurred during the 
Earth’s Palaeoclimate found through oxygen iso-
tope data reflecting temperature fluctuations. 

About the Yankti Kuti valley: 
• Located in Uttarakhand. 
• It is the last valley before the border with Tibet. 
• It runs along a NW to SE axis, formed by the  

river Kuti Yankti, which is one of the headwaters 
of the Kali River that forms the boundary  
between India and Nepal in this region. 

• This valley is mainly dominated by Byansis, one 
of the four Bhotiya communities of Kumaon, 
with the others being Johar, Darmiya and  
Chaudansi. 

JOB CHARNOCK

MELA KHEERBHAWANI

YANKTI KUTI VALLEY
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‘Gait test’ helped establish the identity of the accused 
in the Mumbai rape-murder. 

• Gait is defined as a manner of walking or moving 
on foot. Gait analysis is a technique in podiatry 
medical care and the treatment of the foot, 
which is used to evaluate and diagnose condi-
tions that affect walking and posture. 

• Gait analysis techniques have now been bor-
rowed by forensic sciences experts to identify 
suspects in criminal cases. 

Norovirus is a bug similar to the diarrhoea-inducing 
rotavirus. 

• It is a group of viruses that causes gastrointesti-
nal illness. 

• It is the most common pathogen implicated in 
outbreaks of gastrointestinal disease (inflamma-
tion of the stomach and intestines), according to 
the World Health Organization. 

GAIT ANALYSIS

WHAT IS NOROVIRUS? 

RASHTRIYA PURUSKAR PORTAL

HYPOGONADISMBIOTECHNOLOGY INDUSTRY 
RESEARCH ASSISTANCE COUNCIL 

(BIRAC):
To mark the completion of ten years of setting up of 
Biotechnology Industry Research Assistance Council 
(BIRAC), Biotech Startup Expo – 2022 was launched 
with the theme ‘Biotech Startup Innovations: Towards 
AatmaNirbhar Bharat.’

About BIRAC: 
BIRAC is a not-for-profit Public Sector Enterprise, set up 
by the Department of Biotechnology (DBT). 
Objective: To strengthen and empower the emerging 
Biotech enterprise to undertake strategic research and 
innovation, addressing nationally relevant product de-
velopment needs. 
Functions: 

• Providing access to risk capital through targeted 
funding. 

• Technology transfer. 
• IP management and handholding schemes that 

help bring innovation excellence to the biotech 
firms and make them globally competitive. 

A common ‘Rashtriya Puruskar Portal’ has been devel-
oped by Government, to invite nominations for various 
awards, in order to bring all the Awards of different 
Ministries or Departments or Agencies under one digi-
tal platform. 

• This portal will help in ensuring transparency and 
public partnership (Jan Bhagidari). 

• It has been created with the aim of facilitating 
citizens to nominate individuals or organizations 
for various Awards constituted by Government of 
India. 

It is a condition caused by the deficiency of the male sex
hormone, testosterone. 

• It can cause sexual dysfunction, weakening of 
bones and muscles, and reduced quality of life. 

• Risk factors include ageing (as testosterone levels 
decline with age), obesity and diabetes. 

• Testosterone replacement therapy is the  
standard treatment for hypogonadism. 
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FIRST COUNTRY IN ASIA TO 
DECRIMINALISE CANNABIS

VALE DO JAVARI

Thailand has become the first country in Asia to decrim-
inalize Marijuana which is also known as Cannabis. 

• It has decriminalized Marijuana with the aim of 
boosting its agriculture and tourism sectors. 

• Under decriminalization, it is no longer a crime in 
Thailand to grow and trade marijuana and hemp 
products, or use parts of the plant to treat illness-
es. 

In 2018, Canada became the first G20 country to legal-
ize the recreational use of cannabis. Uruguay legalized 
the recreational use of marijuana for all adults above 
the age of 18 in 2013. 

British journalist Dom Phillips and a Brazilian indige-
nous affairs expert, Bruno Araujo Pereira, recently went 
missing in Vale do Javari. 

• Vale do Javari is a region in the Amazon  
Rainforest. 

• It is the western section of the Brazilian Amazon 
named after the Javari river, which forms the 
country’s border with Peru. 

• It is spread over 85,444 sq km and it is home to 
“the greatest concentration of isolated groups in 
the Amazon and the world”. 

• The region has rich gold resources. 
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WORLD OCEANS DAY 2022

WORLD’S FIRST FISHING CAT 
CENSUS DONE AT CHILIKA

ANSWERS

• World Oceans Day is celebrated on June 8 every 
year. 

• Theme for 2022: “Revitalization: collective action 
for the ocean”. 

• The concept of World Oceans Day was first pro-
posed by the UN in 1992 at the Earth Summit in 
Rio de Janeiro. 

Importance of Oceans: 
• Oceans cover 71% of the Earth’s surface and hold 

97% of the planet’s water. 
• They help feed the world and provide most of the 

oxygen. 
• A variety of life-saving medicinal compounds, in-

cluding anti-inflammatory and anti-cancer drugs 
have been discovered in the oceans. 

• The ocean is vital to the world’s economy, with 
more than 90% of trade using sea routes and as a 
source of jobs for millions of people. 

Threats to Oceans: 
• Pollution, overfishing, invasive species, and rising 

ocean acidity due to the extensive use of fossil 
fuels. 

• Plastic waste is also one of the biggest threats 
faced by the oceans today. 

• The fishing cat (Prionailurus viverrinus) is a medi-
um-sized wild cat of South and Southeast Asia, list-
ed as Endangered on the IUCN Red List. 

• Fishing cat populations are threatened by the de-
struction of wetlands and have declined severely 
over the last decade. 

• The fishing cat is the state animal of West Bengal. 
• According to a census conducted by Chilika Devel-

opment Authority (CDA) in collaboration with The 
Fishing Cat Project (TFCP) the Chilika Lake, Asia’s 
largest brackish water lagoon, has 176 fishing cats. 

1. D. 
2. C. 
3. A. 
4. D. 
5. D. 
6. C. 
7. C. 
8. D. 
9. D. 
10. C. 
11. B. 
12. D. 
13. D. 
14. C. 
15. A. 

16. A. 
17. B. 
18. C. 
19. D. 
20. C.
21. A. 
22. C. 
23. D. 
24. B
25. B. 
26. A. 
27. C. 
28. D. 
29. C. 
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