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Director’s Desk 

Dear Students, 
 

At InsightsIAS, we passionately dedicate ourselves not only to impart the best training to civil 

service aspirants in the country but also to produce the finest officers for this nation. We are have 

constantly introduced innovations into our programmes to meet the standard and demands of the 

civil service exams. 

 

Our PSIR optional classes and test series (Online and offline) conducted by our renowned faculty 

Mr. Nikhil K Gowda has given quality guidance to many aspirants over past two years. To further 

provide quality content to PSIR students we are starting a new initiative News2Notes monthly 

Magazine to provide best quality content for PSIR optional. I would also take this opportunity to 

thank Karthik and Meghashree who have contributed in bringing out this content. 

 

News2Notes initiative will give you the necessary quality content, current examples and 

important quotes which can be readily used in exams and would help in maximizing your PSIR 

optional marks, we hope all of you would benefit from this initiative. 

 

Being India’s topmost website for IAS aspirants (with1.5 lakh unique daily visitors). We have a 

team that works round the clock to provide you the best possible resources to succeed in the UPSC 

civil service exam. If you make use of what we offer to you, you will taste success sooner than all 

your competitors. For this tough exam we have the right guidance and resources ready for you. 

 
 

Best Regards, 

 
 

VINAY KUMAR G B 



 

 

Testimony by Netra Meti – Rank AIR 326 
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About Faculty 
 

NIKHIL K GOWDA is doing his Masters of Public Policy (2019-2021) from National law 

School India University (NLSIU) Bengaluru. 

• Interned as a Political consultant to various parties in Karnataka 

• Co-ordinated with Ballari District administration with respect to study of 

utilization of DMF in mining affected regions 

• Interned with Sakhi Trust in Hospet on Gender workshop 

• Has written article on India’s No First use policy Published in Lokniti & 

Organizer 

• Currently Researching on Impact of India’s Neighborhood First policy as part of 

his Dissertation 

• Has written 4 Mains, 2IFS Mains, given 2 UPSC Interviews 

• Has been guiding students with respect UPSC preparation from past 4 years, his 

area of expertize are PSIR optional, Polity, IR, and Modern India. 
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Is America Declining? 
Syllabus: PSIR Paper 2B Global power Centers 

 
Context: Since the outbreak of the international financial crisis in 2008, the question of 

whether the United States is declining has appeared in China and in other countries. Some 

people, including some Americans themselves, even believe “an irreversible decline” has 

begun in the United States, and that the world is entering a “post-American era.” 

 
Due to the United States’s special international status, to accurately understand and judge 

the United States’s strength and status based on facts has become a major strategic, policy 

and academic issue faced by governments of all countries around the world as well as the 

academic world, business circles, media and people in all countries. 

 
The Strength of the U.S. 

 After the crsis , no fundamental changes have occurred in the sources of the United 

States’s power and influence, such as the economy, science and technology, military 

strength, international political influence, and cultural soft power. The United States is 

still the only comprehensive superpower in the world. 

 In terms of economic growth, the U.S. economy has been doing relatively well, whether 

it is compared to other developed countries or to the worldwide rate. The United States 

has always maintained a relatively high growth rate since the 1930s, including the 

more than the 60 years after World War II. 

 The United States is still the leader and the representative of freedom, democracy, and 

market economy around the world, it still enjoys the most powerful influence in 

political ideology, system, and values even after Iraq war 

 It remains the world leader in scientific and technical strength. 

o In most scientific and technological fields, such as computer software and 

hardware, aviation and aerospace, biotechnology, agricultural production, 

military technology and advanced equipment, the United States maintains its 

leading position. 

 It is evident that American companies remain very competitive on a micro level, just as 

the economy as a whole is on a macro level. 

o In recent years, even though the U.S. economy was not performing very well, far 

more companies in the global top 500 came from the United States than from 

any other. 

 The advantages are even more obvious in terms of soft power. No other countries in 

the world, including Europe and Japan, can compete with the United States or be on 

the same level as the United States in terms of soft power. 

o In all issues and disputes that appeared in Asia, including those in Central Asia, 

all parties from Japan and South Korea to various nations under (ASEAN) like 
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Vietnam and Singapore and then even Kyrgyzstan, turned their attention to the 

United States, leaned toward it, and worked to strengthen relations with it 

 Hollywood movies, fast food, music, sports stars, and other cultural products remain 

known all over the world. On a different note, the education system in the United 

States attracts the most outstanding young people from across the world. In these 

areas related with soft power, the status and influence of the United States both have 

not declined or changed 

Major Problems and Difficulties Facing the United States 
 

 One major problem facing the United States is the problem concerning the capability 

and competitive power of its manufacturing industry 

o The number of automobiles produced by Europe, Japan, and South Korea has 

become larger 

 A second problem is the problem concerning the health, stability, and quality of 

relevant service industries, such as finance. 

o Due to problems such as excessive expansion, too high personal benefit, and 

too little supervision, the false prosperity of the U.S. financial industry and its 

problems were completely exposed during this financial crisis. 

 A third problem is the problem of wealth and income distribution and sustainable 

development. 

o Statistics and views from various sources in the United States, such as the 

government and the academic world, report that since 1980, the actual income 

of ordinary workers in the United States, including the middle class, did not 

increase even though the economy was growing and profits were increasing 

during the same time period 

 A fourth problem is the problem of fiscal and trade deficits. 

o In 2010, the fiscal deficit in the United States was US$1.3 trillion, or roughly 9 

percent of U.S. gross domestic product (GDP) and equivalent to 35 percent of 

government outlays that year. 

o There are limited resources to spend on production and investment. Instead, 

large amounts of money have to be spent on government expenditures and 

interest payments. 

o  Rebuilding and improving America’s physical infrastructure is one item that 

has engendered a lot of debate in the U.S. Although the United States is a world 

superpower, it spends far less on infrastructure than does China, which is a 

developing country 

 A fifth problem concerns military spending and international strategy. 

o Just as debt service takes a large share of U.S. government spending, so does 

spending on military affairs, foreign wars, and foreign interference. 

o If the United States did not spend such a huge amount of money on military 

affairs and wars and it instead spent it on economic, social, and infrastructure 
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development inside the country, a huge different result would have been 

produced. 

 A sixth problem is the problem of population size and structure. 

o The rise and development of China and India in the last several decades has 

once again proven to the world that a certain size of population is still one of 

the basic factors for productivity and economic development 

o Over the years, the main source for population growth in the United States has 

been legal and illegal immigration from Latin America, and this community 

maintains a high birth rate. 

 A seventh problem is the problem of social culture and value concepts. 

o Relevant social movements that started to appear in the 1960s in the United 

States, such as the anti-war movement, human rights movement, hippies, and 

sexual liberation, not only brought active progress in relevant areas, such as 

democracy, freedom, and human rights, but also caused many social problems, 

including the expansion of personal desires and power consciousness, and a 

decline in a sense of duty among parts of society 

o Neoconservatives in the United States have tried to change the unfavorable 

tendencies in social and cultural development in the United States through 

relevant value concepts, such as rejuvenating religion and attempting to 

revitalize some “traditional values. 

 
Way Forward 

 

 Although the problems and difficulties mentioned above are serious and have caused 

many negative effects for the United States and its society, these problems and 

difficulties are not fundamental and irreversible 

  To this point, they have not generally and fundamentally affected the strength, 

competitive power, and development of the United States. Right now, it is still hard to 

determine whether or not they will generate a fundamental impact on the long-term 

development trend in the United States in the future. 

The answer to this question depends on the capabilities of the United States and its society 

in overcoming and solving the difficulties and problems mentioned above currently and in the 

future, and the results of their efforts to do so. 

Source: https://www.geopoliticalmonitor.com/the-geoconomic-front-of-the-ukraine-war/ 

https://www.geopoliticalmonitor.com/the-geoconomic-front-of-the-ukraine-war/
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National Judicial Infrastructure Corporation. 

Syllabus: PSIR- Paper 1B- Principal Organs of the Union Government: 
 
 

 

Context 
 

• The Supreme Court orally said courts cannot wait on the whims and fancies of the 

Government, but need a proper mechanism for funding the development of National Judicial 

 
 Most district judges, who head trial courts, also do not vigorously pursue development 

projects due to short-term appointments and transferable jobs among others. 
 

 According to the CJ's proposal, both the central and state governments will contribute their 

share of funds outlined in the centrally sponsored scheme to the NJIC, which will then 

release the finances to the high courts according to their requirement. 
 

 The structure of the corporation is likely to be modelled on the National Legal Services 

Authority (NALSA), a national body based in Delhi that provides free legal services. 

Infrastructure Corporation (NJIC). 
 

ABOUT NATIONAL JUDICIAL INFRASTRUCTURE CORPORATION (NJIC) 

 The idea for such an agency was first proposed by CJI RAMANA. 

According to sources in the Supreme Court, one of the primary 

infrastructural lag in trial courts is the lack of funds. 

reasons for the 

 To develop judicial infrastructure, funds are extended by the central government and 

states under the Centrally-Sponsored Scheme for Development of Judiciary Infrastructure, 

which began in 1993 and was extended for another five years. 

 Even in the judiciary, particularly trial courts, nobody is willing to take responsibility to 

execute infrastructure projects. 
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 At the national level, the CJI will be the patron of the NJIC, which will include two senior SC 

judges, the finance secretary from the central government, two to three senior chief 

justices of state HCs, and a member of the Niti Aayog. 
 

 Each state is likely to have a local corporation as well, which will be led by the state HC 

chief justice along with a senior judge and senior state government bureaucrats. 
 

SIGNIFICANCE OF NATIONAL JUDICIAL INFRASTRUCTURE CORPORATION (NJIC) 
 

NJIC will be an "honest" agency that will monitor the execution of work for which the funds 

are earmarked. 
 

1. NJIC will be a specialised body with a guiding role to perform. 
 

2. The basic idea behind NJIC was not to leave HC chief justices who mostly undertake 

infrastructure-related projects in trial courts at the mercy of state governments. 
 

3. While the NJIC will be the nodal agency for infrastructural developments, it will not be 

involved in judicial appointments in trial courts. Appointments will continue to be made 

by the state governments and the respective high courts. 
 

4. NJIC will be a funding, executing and supervisory agency for development works. 
 

5. The NJIC will not suggest any major policy change but will give complete freedom to 

HCs to come up with projects to strengthen ground-level courts. 
 

6. It may recommend a model structure of how a court complex, courtroom or a waiting 

area for litigants should be. However, it will be up to the high courts to adopt and 

modify the suggestions according to their requirements. 
 

NEED FOR NATIONAL JUDICIAL INFRASTRUCTURE CORPORATION (NJIC) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

These are some of the findings revealed in an all-India survey conducted by the Chief Justice 

of India's office: 
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 Only 27% of courtrooms in the subordinate judiciary have computers on judges' dias while 

there are still 10 per cent courts that do not have access to proper internet facilities. 
 

 22% trial court complexes do not have any toilet facilities for women while 16% don't have 

such a facility for men either. 
 

 There are 620 court complexes that still operate from rented premises and only 54 per cent 

of the total complexes have basic medical facilities. 
 

 There are approximately 24,280 judicial officers in trial courts but only 20,143 court halls. 
 

 About 55% of the trial courts surveyed have a separate room for the staff attached to 

judges while 54% are equipped with drinking water facilities. 
 

 Only 55% courts have centralised filing centres and 31% have meditation halls. 
 

 Most court complexes also do not have a waiting area for litigants with only 33% buildings 

with this facility. 
 

 Besides this, over 3,900 judges serving in trial courts live in rented residential 

accommodation. 
 

 There are also no meeting halls for judges in at least 83 per cent courts and only 51 per 

cent have library facilities for judicial.  
 

 Officers of the 6,000 courts surveyed, 67% do not have provisions to make access easier 

for people with disabilities. 
 

Conclusion 
 

   There is a need for the Centre and States to cooperate and create a National Judicial 

Infrastructure Corporation, as a one-time measure, to cater to the need for judicial 

infrastructure in the country. Such a corporation would bring the uniformity and 

standardisation required to revolutionise judicial infrastructure.  
 

   The modernisation of judicial infrastructure did not mean building more courts or filling up 

vacancies or ploughing through vacancies. An efficient "judicial infrastructure" means 

providing equal and free access to justice. This could be realised through a "barrier-free 

and citizen-friendly environment" 
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Source - https://theprint.in/judiciary/what-is-njic-agency-to-monitor-infrastructure- 

development-in-trial-courts-proposed-by-cji/738593/ 
 

https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/supreme-court-courtroom-policy-making- 

judicial-infrastructure-7686029/ 
 

Mains Question: 
 

Q. The Chief Justice of India recently proposed the creation of a National Judicial Infrastructure 

Authority of India (NJIAI). Examine its need and how it can strengthen the Indian Judiciary? 

https://theprint.in/judiciary/what-is-njic-agency-to-monitor-infrastructure-development-in-trial-courts-proposed-by-cji/738593/
https://theprint.in/judiciary/what-is-njic-agency-to-monitor-infrastructure-development-in-trial-courts-proposed-by-cji/738593/
https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/supreme-court-courtroom-policy-making-judicial-infrastructure-7686029/
https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/supreme-court-courtroom-policy-making-judicial-infrastructure-7686029/
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BIMSTEC 

Syllabus: PSIR Paper 2B Global power Centers 
 

 
BIMSTEC includes countries of the Bay of Bengal region, and seeks to act as a bridge between 

South and Southeast Asia. Originally formed as BIST-EC (Bangladesh, India, Sri Lanka and 

Thailand Economic Cooperation) in 1997, it became BIMST-EC after Myanmar joined, and 

BIMSTEC in 2004 with the inclusion of Nepal and Bhutan. 

Despite having been in existence for many years, the grouping had been largely ignored 

because 

 Absence of effective and sustained political will among member countries

 Lack of resources in terms of both finances as well as manpower which could have 

kept the workings of BIMSTEC active and extant.

The Re-emergence of BIMSTEC 
 

 India gave it a renewed push in October 2016, a month after the terrorist attack in Uri. 

Alongside the BRICS summit in Goa, India hosted an outreach summit with leaders of 

BIMSTEC countries. Weeks earlier, some of these countries had supported New Delhi’s 

call for a boycott of the SAARC summit scheduled in Islamabad that November.

Assertive China and Reactive Regionalism? 
 

 Beijing’s footprints have expanded in the Bay and the country’s ‘market imperialistic’

designs loom large across the region 

 China’s presence in the Bay is also linked to the much more expansive Belt and Road 

Initiative (BRI).

 Securing maritime access to the Bay of the Bengal as well as strengthening its naval 

attendance is also an important component of China’s presence in the Bay.

 China has involved in the naval modernization in Bangladesh, Myanmar etc.

 In order to balance China’s growing involvement, many countries have signaled their 

intent for deeper cooperation with India and thus BIMSTEC becomes important.

 
Challenges to BIMSTEC Revival 

 

 Much Needed Institutional Internal Reforms

o Kathmandu Declaration is that it identifies the much required institutional 

reforms for the organization. The key reforms are as follows: 

o It recommends the adoption of the BIMSTEC Charter which is an extension of 

the Bangkok Declaration of 1997 and maps the vision and objectives of the 

organization together with the responsibilities of all member countries. 
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o It calls for the establishment of a BIMSTEC Permanent Working Committee and 

BIMSTEC Centers and Entities. The former will be tasked with the administrative 

and financial matters of the organization, scheduling of meetings and looking 

into the operational aspects of the BIMSTEC. 

o The Declaration directs the concerned entities of member countries to assess 

the scope of establishing a BIMSTEC Development Fund which will comprise 

contributions of member countries and be expended towards research and 

planning, financing of projects and other activities. 

o It was acknowledged that enhancement of the institutional capacity of the 

Secretariat is vital to improve operational capacity and to coordinate the 

implementation of programs and projects under the purview of the 

organization. 

o it was decided that efforts would be made to improve the visibility of BIMSTEC 

These structural reforms would be crucial in the forthcoming years and would test the intent of 

member countries to cooperate through the institutional platform of BIMSTEC 
 

 Physical Infrastructure

o The BIMSTEC region is beleaguered by poor road and rail connectivity, 

insufficient last-mile links and cumbersome customs and clearance procedures 

which hamper trade. 

 Negotiations and Implementations: A ‘Not so Good’ History of Divergent National 

Visions

o Political stability remains key to the country’s future development and 

economic prosperity. 

 For instance, Military coup in Myanmar, Rohingya crisis, financial 

instability of Srilanka. 

o Connected histories have the potential to bring together as well as create 

divisions and this aspect has played a significant role in the development of 

bilateral and multilateral relations among the BIMSTEC member countries. 

 For instance CAA issue between in India and Bangladesh, Kalapani issue 

between India and Nepal 

 Potential Opportunities from BIMSTEC

o The objectives of the BIMSTEC are in conjunction with India’s policies of 

‘Neighborhood First’ and ‘Act East’ which are geared towards enhancing 

physical connectivity through the establishment of new and up gradation of 

existing road, rail and maritime linkages to boost trade and people-to-people 

interactions. 

o For the landlocked countries of Bhutan and Nepal, greater integration with 

BIMSTEC implies increased opportunities for access to the Bay of Bengal and 

also to the countries of Southeast Asia. By straddling South and Southeast Asia, 

BIMSTEC offers chances for a greater maritime role for Sri Lanka which is 

already a developed maritime hub in South Asia 
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o The BIMSTEC Memorandum of Understanding on Grid Interconnection was 

signed in 2017 for facilitating energy cooperation, optimal utilization of energy 

resources and the development of regional electricity networks 

o First ever military exercise MILEX was held in 2018 which saw the participation 

of the militaries of all members except Nepal and intended to augment 

interoperability and exchange best practices on counterterrorism. 

 Connectivity and Trade

o Connectivity and trade are among the priority areas for cooperation among 

BIMSTEC members and given that the region is one of the least integrated in 

the world, 

o BIMSTEC Coastal Shipping Agreement (CSA) and BIMSTEC Motor Vehicle 

Agreement (MVA). The CSA aims to facilitate shipping along the coastlines 

within a distance of 20 nautical miles to boost trade among member countries. 

o However there are concerns have already been raised by Thailand regarding 

domestic transport owners who would be at a disadvantage because vehicles 

from the origin country would be able to enter and move within any other 

member country. 

o Similarly, it is also possible that Bhutan, which backed out of the Bangladesh– 

Bhutan–India–Nepal (BBIN) MVA citing environmental concerns, would object 

to the BIMSTEC MVA for the same reasons. 

o While negotiations on a BIMSTEC Free Trade Agreement (FTA) have been 

underway since 2004 

o Till date the following have been discussed: (i) tariff concessions on trade in 

goods; (ii) customs cooperation; (iii) trade in services; (iv) investment 

cooperation; and (v) dispute settlement with four draft agreements on—trade in 

goods; rules of origin; dispute settlement; and customs 

 Resources and Capital

o As far as the four-capital taxonomy (namely, physical, human, natural and 

social capitals). With the exception of physical capital the BIMSTEC region is rich 

in all the other three forms. 

o Rich in Natural resources: 

 The GDP of Bhutan is around US$ 2.6 billion, the value of ecosystem 

services provided by its natural capital is US$ 15.5 billion per year 

 The BIMSTEC region and are another important source of ecosystem 

services which throws into relief the importance of cooperation at the 

institutional level to harness the benefits through sustainable methods 

o Rich in Human resource 

 India’s east and northeast, Bangladesh and Myanmar offer a pool of 

cheap human capital while western India 

 The region now comprises a population which is largely young. This 

demographic is aspirational and ambitious and arguably removed from 

the lived memory of the colonial era. 
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 In India for instance, the working age population has grown larger since 

2018] than the dependent population, and this period of demographic 

dividend is expected to remain for 37 years, until 2055 

 Fresh Areas of Cooperation

o Climate change: BIMSTEC members have also deliberated on the issue of South 

Asian members being more vulnerable to the impact of climate change. For 

instance, the occurrence of cyclones with 20 out of 23 major cyclone disasters 

in the world taking place in the Bay and directly affecting India and Bangladesh 

o Agriculture: In December 2019, Department of Agricultural Research & 

Education, Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers’ Welfare and Indian Council of 

Agricultural Research organized a seminar among BIMSTEC members on climate 

smart farming systems to discuss the facilitation of farming systems which 

would ensure greater productivity and resilience to climate change through the 

utilization of ecological approaches 

o The services sector in the region 

o The expansive inroads being made by digital technology is rapidly transforming 

the nature of cross-country interactions and in turn highlighting new areas of 

cooperation like cyber security, data protection, involvement and use of 

technology in trade, intellectual property rights and the requirement of 

commensurate regulatory mechanisms. 

 
Therefore it is crucial at this stage is to make efforts towards a realistic assessment of the 

impediments that have typically hampered cooperation, and the development of constructive 

approaches to mitigate the same. 

Considering that the BIMSTEC comprises members having diverse interests and aspirations 

together with asymmetries in terms of political and socio-economic capacities, it is all the more 

necessary that members systematize decision-making and operations to facilitate the 

organization’s functioning. 

 

 
Source: https://www.orfonline.org/research/breathing-new-life-into-bimstec-challenges-and- 

imperatives-65229/ 

https://www.orfonline.org/research/breathing-new-life-into-bimstec-challenges-and-imperatives-65229/
https://www.orfonline.org/research/breathing-new-life-into-bimstec-challenges-and-imperatives-65229/
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BIMSTEC 

 Founded in 1997 

 the seven-member BIMSTEC, which includes the littoral states of India, Bangladesh, Sri 

Lanka, Myanmar (Thailand is a member too) and the land-locked states of Nepal and 

Bhutan, 

 BIMSTEC identified 14 pillars for special focus. 

 These are trade and investment, transport and communication, energy, tourism, 

technology, fisheries, agriculture, public health, poverty alleviation, counter terrorism and 

transnational crime, environment and disaster management, people-to-people contact, 

cultural cooperation and climate change. 

Bay of Bengal Maritime Dialogue (BOBMD) 

 Bay of Bengal Maritime Dialogue (BOBMD) organized recently by the Centre for 

Humanitarian Dialogue and the Pathfinder Foundation. 

 It brought together government officials, maritime experts, and representatives of 

prominent think tanks from Sri Lanka, India, Bangladesh, Myanmar, Thailand and 

Indonesia. 

 Participants called for stepped up efforts in areas such as environmental protection; 

scientific research; curtailing illegal, unreported, and unregulated (IUU) fishing, as well as 

the development of standard operating procedures that could govern interaction between 

fishing vessels of one country with maritime law enforcement agencies of another. 

Sub Regional Grouping that must get back on course 
 

Syllabus: PSIR Paper 2B Global power Centers 

Context 

Leaders of the Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation 

(BIMSTEC) will attend a summit meeting of the regional organisation. The meet, which is to be 

held in virtual mode, will be hosted by Sri Lanka, the current BIMSTEC chair. 

 

 

Rich marine ecosystem 

 the Bay of Bengal is home to a large network of beautiful yet fragile estuaries, mangrove 

forests, coral reefs, sea grass meadows and mass nesting sites of sea turtles. 

 It is predicted that the sea level will increase 0.5 metres in the next 50 years. 
 

 there have been 13 cyclonic storms in the last five years. 
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 The Bay is an important source of natural resources for a coastal population. The fishermen 

population alone is estimated to be around 3.7 million, with an annual fish catch of around 

six million tonnes, constituting 7% of the world’s catch. 

 According to the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), the Bay of 

Bengal is one of IUU fishing hotspots in the Asia-Pacific. 

 
 

Challenges that confront the Bay of Bengal  

 the emergence of a dead zone with zero oxygen where no fish survive, leaching of plastic 

from rivers as well as the Indian Ocean 

 destruction of natural protection against floods such as mangroves 
 

 sea erosion 
 

 growing population pressure and industrial growth in the coastal areas and consequently, 

huge quantities of untreated waste flow. 

 Security threats such as terrorism, piracy and tensions between countries caused by the 

arrests of fishermen who cross maritime boundaries are additional problems. 

 Around 4,15,000 fishing boats operate in the Bay and it is estimated that 33% of fish stocks 

are fished unsustainably. 

 the problem of fishermen crossing into the territorial waters of neighbouring countries 

affect India and Sri Lanka and Bangladesh and Myanmar (also Pakistan on the west coast). 

 
 

Need for regional interaction 

 The blue economy potential of the Bay of Bengal is huge. 
 

 There are many opportunities to develop maritime trade, shipping, aquaculture and 

tourism. 

 At present, there is limited cooperation between countries of the region in marine 

research. 

 Most BIMSTEC countries have premier institutions and excellent scientists but their 

interaction with the West is far more than within the region. However, tapping these 

opportunities requires coordinated and concerted action by governments, scientists and 

other experts. 

 The BIMSTEC Summit must create a new regional mechanism for coordinated activities on 

maritime issues of a trans boundary nature. 
 

 This mechanism must initiate urgent measures to strengthen fisheries management, 

  promote sustainable fishing methods, establish protected areas and develop  
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frameworks to prevent and manage pollution, especially industrial and agricultural 

waste as well as oil spills. 

 The summit must mandate officials to come up with measures to curtail unsustainable as 

well as IUU fishing. 

 These could include setting up an international vessel tracking system and making it 

mandatory for vessels to be equipped with automatic identification system (AIS) 

trackers; 

 establishing a regional fishing vessel registry system and publishing vessel licence 

lists to help identify illegal vessels; 

 increasing monitoring, control and surveillance in IUU fishing hotspots; establishing 

regional guidelines on how to deter and prevent IUU practices; 

 improving the implementation of joint regional patrols, and regional fishing 

moratoriums and outreach programmes targeted at fisherfolk. Laws and policies in 

littoral states must be harmonised and the humanitarian treatment of fishermen 

ensured during any encounter with maritime law enforcement agencies. 

 There is also a need for greater scientific research on the impact of climate change in 

general and on fisheries in particular. 

 The use of modern technology and improved fishing practices can go a long way in 

restoring the health of the Bay. 

 Marine environmental protection must become a priority area for cooperation in the Bay 

of Bengal. 

 Enforcement must be strengthened and information shared on best practices. 
 

 There is a need to create regional frameworks for data collection and Regional protocols 

need to be developed and guidelines and standards on pollution control established. 
 

 Decision-making must be based on science and reliable data, information and tools. 
 

 There is a need for home-grown solutions based on capabilities of local institutions and for 

mutual learning through regional success stories. Participatory approaches must be 

evolved for near-real-time stock assessment and the creation of an regional open fisheries 

data alliance. 

 The BIMSTEC summit must express full support for both BOBP and BOBLME. 
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back-on-course/article65268299.ece 

 

 

 
 
 

Sources: https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/a-subregional-grouping-that-must-get- 

 Bay of Bengal Programme (BOBP), an inter-governmental organization based in Chennai, is 

doing good work to promote sustainable fishing. 

 Bay Of Bengal Large Marine Ecosystem (BOBLME) project is also being launched by the 

FAO with funding from the Global Environmental Facility (GEF) and others. 

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/a-subregional-grouping-that-must-get-back-on-course/article65268299.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/a-subregional-grouping-that-must-get-back-on-course/article65268299.ece
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CONTEXT 
 

Four of the senior-most judges of the Supreme Court held a press conference — they 

expressed concern about the manner in which the Chief Justice of India was administering the 

Court, and released a letter that they had written to him. At the heart of the controversy is the 

chief justice’s power as the “Master of the Roster.” 
 

MASTER OF THE ROASTER 
 

 All judges of the Supreme Court are equal when it comes to hearing and adjudicating cases. 

However, with respect to the administration of the Court, the chief justice is the “first 

among equals”. 
 

 The chief justice decides when a case may be listed for hearing, and which judges will hear 

it. 

 
 
 

Master of the Roaster 
Syllabus: PSIR- Paper 1B- Judiciary 

 

 It is followed by many constitutional courts across the world and facilitates smooth and 

efficient judicial functioning. 
 

ISSUES WITH MASTER OF ROASTER SYSTEM 
 

 Uniqueness of Indian system - the Supreme Court now consists of 32 judges, who 

predominantly sit in benches of two. 
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 Compare this with the US Supreme Court or the UK’s Supreme Court. The Chief Justice 

of the US Supreme Court, has no choice in the question of which judges will hear a 

case, and in the UK, the choice is significantly constrained. 
 

 By comparison, the Chief Justice of India has significantly more discretion in 

determining which judges will hear and decide a case. 
 

 Discretionary judgement - The rise of public interest litigation has diluted the practice of 

strict adherence to the legal text. This is greater room to effectuate a personal interpretive 

philosophy. 
 

 The question of the case will then, depended upon the lottery of which bench his case 

came before or which bench the chief justice assigned it to. 
 

 backlogs- the Supreme Court is dealing with a massive backlog of cases. a petition will take 

many years to be heard and decided. 
 

 Backlog, therefore, allows the Court, through the office of the chief justice, to engage 

in the practice of judicial evasion — that is, effectively deciding a time-sensitive case in 

favour of one party by simply not hearing it. 
 

 Lack of accountability- unfortunately, this progressive centralization of power within the 

office of the chief justice has not been accompanied by a parallel strengthening of the 

accountability of this office. 
 

CONCLUSION 
 

The survival of the Court as an institution is dependent entirely upon the character of the 

individual occupying the station of the chief justice. However, history tells us that institutions 

that become over-reliant upon single individuals inevitably decay. the only way out is 

meaningful reform that brings accountability and transparency to the office of the chief 

justice, without compromising on judicial independence. 

 
 

Sources: https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/supreme-court-judiciary-chief- 

justice-jasti-chelameswar-master-and-the-roster-5024588/ 

https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/supreme-court-judiciary-chief-justice-jasti-chelameswar-master-and-the-roster-5024588/
https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/supreme-court-judiciary-chief-justice-jasti-chelameswar-master-and-the-roster-5024588/
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India’s balancing act between Russia and the US amidst 

growing tensions 

 
CONTEXT 

India’s recent abstention at the UNSC indicates that it will continue to maintain favourable 

relations with both the countries whilst prioritising its own interests. 

The vote renewed conjecture about India’s ability to balance its historically reliable and 

strategic partnership with Russia while nurturing its growing relationship with the United 

States (US). 

 

 
What is the Conflict about? 

 
 

o Contestation about post-Cold War central European territoriality and resurrecting a 

burnished Russian past is at the core of the Ukraine crisis. 

o Ukraine and Russia share hundreds of years of cultural, linguistic and familial links. 

o For many in Russia and in the ethnically Russian parts of Ukraine, the shared heritage of 

the countries is an emotional issue that has been exploited for electoral and military 

purposes. 

o As part of the Soviet Union, Ukraine was the second-most powerful Soviet republic after 

Russia, and was crucial strategically, economically and culturally. 

o The balance of power in the region, Ukraine being a crucial buffer between Russia and 

the West, Ukraine’s bid for NATO membership and Russian interests in the Black 

Sea accompanied by the protests in the Ukraine are the major causes of the ongoing 

conflict. 

India-Russia Friendship: 

 Russia remains India’s biggest and time-tested supplier of military hardware: 

o At the height of the crisis with China in Ladakh, it was to Moscow that Defence Minister 

Rajnath Singh travelled to ensure that there would be no cut-back in military supplies. 

o Russia has boosted India’s defence capability against China with the S-400 air defence 

system. 

o The joint military programmes between India and Russia include BrahMos cruise missile 

programme, Sukhoi Su-30MKI programme etc. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/to-the-points/paper1/cold-war
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/ukraine-s-bid-to-join-nato
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-news-analysis/black-sea
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-news-analysis/black-sea
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 Support at the United Nation: Moscow is also a reliable ally in the UN Security 

Council. India-Russia ties have ensured that Delhi has not been entirely left out of the 

conversation on Afghanistan, and in Central Asia, while also providing some leverage 

with the US. 

 Russia is an important partner for India in the area of peaceful use of nuclear 

energy. Kudankulam Nuclear Power Plant (KKNPP) is being built in India with Russian 

cooperation. 

 Recently, An MoU between ISRO and ROSCOSMOS on Joint Activities in the field 

of Human Spaceflight Programme was signed during the 19th Bilateral Summit. 

What has been India’s Stand on Russia - Ukraine Conflict? 

 Initially, India abstained on a US-sponsored United Nations   Security   Council 

(UNSC) resolution that deplores in the strongest terms Russia's aggression against 

Ukraine. 

 India again abstained from voting at the UNSC on the Russia drafted resolution on the 

Humanitarian situation in Ukraine which demanded that calling for a negotiated 

ceasefire for enabling safe, rapid, voluntary and unhindered evacuation of civilians. 

 India abstained on a vote at the UN Human Rights Council in Geneva. The Council 

moved the resolution to set up an international commission of enquiry into Russia’s 

actions in Ukraine. 

 India, China and 33 other nations recently abstained from a United Nations General 

Assembly resolution that censured Russia for its military actions in Ukraine. 

 Other abstaining nations include Pakistan, Bangladesh and Sri Lanka, besides Central 

Asian and some African countries. 

 India also abstained from the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) resolution 

that was related to safety at four nuclear power stations and a number of nuclear waste 

sites including Chernobyl, as the Russians seized control of them. 
 

Moving away from neutrality but maintaining balance: 

 Prime Minister Modi’s appeal to President Putin for a “cessation of 

violence” and for all sides to return to the dialogue table was certainly a 

notch up from India’s earlier explicitly neutral stance, and carried a hint 

of the compulsions to get off the fence, though still largely maintaining a 

balance. 

What is the rationale behind India’s stance? 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/un-resolution-condemning-russian-aggression
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/un-resolution-condemning-russian-aggression
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/india-abstains-at-unhrc
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/unga-resolution-on-russia-ukraine
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/unga-resolution-on-russia-ukraine
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/63rd-general-conference-of-iaea
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/zaporizhzhia-nuclear-powerplant-ukraine
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 Countering China’s Rise: Relying solely on the U.S and its allies is not enough to counter 

China’s aggressions. It needs both the U.S./the West and Russia to deal with the ‘China 

problem’. 

 Unavoidable dualism in Contemporary Indian strategic landscape: New Delhi needs 

Moscow’s assistance to manage its continental difficulties. These include ensuring 

defense supplies, helping India ‘return’ to Central Asia, working together at the 

Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) or exploring opportunities for collaboration in 

Afghanistan. On the other hand, India is simply not in a position to address the China 

challenge in maritime space without the active support of American and Western 

navies. 

 Trade and Investment: India- Russia trade is valued at around $10 billion dollars. 

India imports a substantial amount of energy and defense material from Russia. Any 

extreme stance against Russia would have jeopardized the trade. 

What is an India-Specific Way Forward? 

 Geopolitical Aspect: India has to brace itself for some immediate challenges flowing 

from the Russian actions. 

 It will have to balance the pressure from one strategic partner to condemn the violation 

of international law, with that from another to understand   its   legitimate 

concerns. India managed these pressures during the 2014 crisis of Crimea annexation, 

it shall again manage it effectively. 

 Economic Aspect: On the fiscal side, the Government, which has been conservative in 

its revenue assumptions in the Budget, has the room to pre-emptively cut domestic 

fuel    taxes to    nip    inflationary    expectations, stoke     faltering     consumption 

levels and sustain India’s fragile post-Covid-19 recovery through this global churn. 

 A Balanced Approach: India-Russia ties have ensured that Delhi has not been entirely 

left out of the conversation on Afghanistan, and in Central Asia, while also providing 

some leverage with the US. 

 At the same time, the US, the EU, and UK are all vital partners, and India’s relations 

with each of them, and the Western world in general, go far beyond the sum of their 

parts. 

 Delhi must talk continually to all sides, and engage with all of its partners, keeping in 

mind that there is no justification for the violation of any country’s territorial 

sovereignty. 

 India must also make it clear to coercing countries that their “with us or against us” 

formulations are hardly constructive. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/delhi-declaration-on-afghanistan
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-news-analysis/india-central-asia-summit
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SCHOLARS VIEWS  

 The best course is for all parties to step back and focus on preventing an all-out 

war, rather than divide the world and return it to the days of the Cold War. 
 

Source - https://www.orfonline.org/expert-speak/indias-balancing-act-between-russia-and- 

the-us-amidst-growing-tensions/ 
 

Mains Question: 
 

Q. With the growing imminent threat of war and re-balancing of power after the Russia-Ukraine 

conflict, what should be India’s response? Discuss. [250 words]. 

 
 
 
 

 
What the Ukraine crisis means for the Indo-Pacific 

 
Context 

With ongoing Ukraine crisis situation has a spill over effect on the regions of indo-pacific and 

will affect the interest of India in the region. 

Attention has focused on the sea change in European attitudes to security threats, the 

defence spending that Russia’s aggression has produced, and the sobering challenge Russia’s 

invasion poses to accepted international rules and norms. But the Ukraine crisis has wider 

implications, affecting the Indo-Pacific region. 

What is the Current Scenario? 

 The conflict is now the largest attack by one state on another in Europe since the Second 

World War, and the first since the Balkan conflict in the 1990s. 

 With the invasion of Ukraine, agreements like the Minsk Protocols of 2014, and 

the Russia-NATO Act of 1997 stand all but voided. 

 The G7 nations strongly condemned Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. 

o Sanctions have been imposed by the U.S., the European Union (EU), the UK, 

Australia, Canada and Japan. 

https://www.orfonline.org/expert-speak/indias-balancing-act-between-russia-and-the-us-amidst-growing-tensions/
https://www.orfonline.org/expert-speak/indias-balancing-act-between-russia-and-the-us-amidst-growing-tensions/
https://www.drishtiias.com/to-the-points/paper1/world-war-ii
https://www.drishtiias.com/to-the-points/paper1/world-war-ii
https://www.drishtiias.com/important-institutions/drishti-specials-important-institutions-international-institution/g-7
https://www.drishtiias.com/important-institutions/drishti-specials-important-institutions-international-institution/european-union
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o China too abstained, along with the United Arab Emirates (UAE). 

Ukraine crisis has wider implications, affecting the Indo-Pacific region. 

1. Security in the region   

 Gets badly impacted – cold war like situation will prevail. 

2. Regional co-operation  

 Credibility of Russia’s continued participation in the ASEAN Regional Forum 

(ARF) and East Asia Summit (EAS) – especially given that Russia’s aggression 

against Ukraine is hardly consistent with its obligations under the terms of its 

accession to ASEAN’s Treaty of Amity and Cooperation. 

3. Rise of Beijing: 

 Conceding the defeat without even throwing up a fight has emboldened the 

Russia-China ‘axis’ 

 

 China rejected calling Russia’s moves on Ukraine an “invasion” and urged all sides to 

exercise restraint. 

 India did not join the Western powers’ condemnation of Russia’s intervention in Crimea 

and kept a low profile on the issue. 

o More recently, India abstained on a US-sponsored UNSC resolution that “deplores 

in the strongest terms” Russia’s “aggression” against Ukraine, with New Delhi saying 

dialogue is the only answer to settling differences and disputes and voicing “regret” 

that the path of diplomacy was given up. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 The power has tilted in favour of these two powers defining a new international 

order.

 China would be observing Russia’s military and tactic moves in this invasion and 

learn from it. It could prepare itself for all possible outcomes after analysing 

impacts of sanctions and military actions of west and Russia.

 Further deepening of the Russia-China strategic partnership will likely put

  strains on India’s relations with Russia.  

https://asean.org/our-communities/asean-political-security-community/outward-looking-community/treaty-of-amity-and-cooperation-in-southeast-asia-tac/
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-news-analysis/united-nation-security-council
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4. Shift of Focus to Europe from Indo-Pacific: 

 This invasion will divert Europe’s attention to its neighbourhood and away from 

the Indo-Pacific and possibly delay its engagements with the Quad. 

 Indo Pacific theatre - A deteriorating situation in Europe could draw US 

attention away from the Indo-Pacific theatre, as Afghanistan and Middle East 

crises did in previous administrations. 
 

 

5. Impact on Global Financial Order: 

 Unilateral sanctions from West to exclude Russian economy from Global 

financial order run against the mandate and spirit of the international financial 

order set up under the World Trade Organization. 

 It will lead to fragmentation of Financial System and might give rise to a Non- 

Dollar based parallel financial system. 
 

 
Its possible implications for India 

 

 India has become adapt at balancing its relationships with major powers such as the 

U.S., China and Russia. 

 Rapidly expanding ties and growing defence relationship between India and US, and 

India joining QUAD group led by the US has led to a strategic shift in Russia’s foreign 

policy, pushing it to align with China. 

 It also has a trilateral relationship with the U.S. and Japan and another one with Russia 

and China. 

 India has been recently diversifying its defence relations with US, Israel, etc, leading to a 

reduction in Russia’s share of Indian defence imports. 

 Both India and Russia have a difference of opinion in understanding the concept of the 

Indo-Pacific. 

 Russia opposes the term Indo-Pacific as the term is primarily a US-led initiative aimed 

to contain China and Russia. 

 Russia does not accept the concept of QUAD. Instead, Russia supports the concept of 

Asia Pacific. 

 

What Could Be The Way Forward? 

 Immediate Ceasefire: Unlike during the Cold War, though, the global economy is now 

deeply integrated. The costs of a prolonged conflict are too dire, foremost in terms of 

the loss of life and suffering that is already underway in Ukraine. 
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SCHOLARS VIEWS  
 
 
 
 

 
“The Ukraine crisis provides a mirror for us to observe the situation in the Asia Pacific”- Chinese 

Vice Foreign Minister Le Yucheng. 

 

o The world is still reeling from the Covid-19 pandemic, which hurt the poorest 

countries and people the most, it can ill-afford a conflict-induced slowdown. 

o It is incumbent on Russia to implement a ceasefire and, subsequently, for both sides 

to return to the negotiating table. Escalation is not an option. 

 New Security Order for Europe: Without justifying the manner in which Russia has chosen 

to “right” the perceived “wrongs”, the current crisis somehow results from a broken 

security architecture in Europe. 

o A sustainable security order has to reflect current realities: it cannot be simply an 

outgrowth of the Cold War order, and it has to be driven from within. 

o Also, a European order that does not accommodate Russia’s concerns through 

genuine negotiation cannot be stable in the long term. 

 Reviving Minsk Peace Process: A practical solution for the situation is to revive the Minsk 

peace process. 

o Therefore, the West (US and Other western Countries) should push both sides 

to resume talks and live up to their commitments as per the Minsk agreement to 

restore relative peace on the border. 
 

 

Conclusion 
 

The Indo-Pacific strategy may be an afterthought as the Ukrainian crisis unfolds. Nevertheless, 

the conflict in Europe will have a bearing on how Asian policymakers think about their own 

security in the wake of Chinese assertiveness and Beijing’s sovereignty claims in Asia. India 

should pursue and facilitate Russia’s engagement in the Indo-Pacific. Russia’s active 

engagement in the region would contribute to making the Indo-Pacific truly “free and 

inclusive” 
 

Source - https://www.lowyinstitute.org/the-interpreter/what-ukraine-crisis-means-indo- 

pacific 

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/everyday-explainers/russia-invasion-ukraine-history-creation-explained-7791147/
https://www.lowyinstitute.org/the-interpreter/what-ukraine-crisis-means-indo-pacific
https://www.lowyinstitute.org/the-interpreter/what-ukraine-crisis-means-indo-pacific
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Mains Question: 

 
Do you think the shifting global focus towards Europe as a fallout of ongoing Ukraine crisis can 

create a security void in the Indo-Pacific region? What will be its possible implications for India? 

Discuss. (15 Marks) 
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India’s Moment of Reckoning 
 
 

 

News: 
 

Recently, there have been global developments of conflict and violence in Ukraine. It has 

been followed by the imposition of the western economic sanctions on Russia. This has 

presented new opportunities and threats to the world, especially India. 

Conflict and a reshaping: 
 

The Russia-Ukraine conflict portends a reshaping of the world order. 

1. Ever since the fall of the Berlin Wall in 1989, a paradigm of free societies, 

frictionless borders and open economies evolved to be the governing order in 

many nations. 

2. This catalyzed freer movement of people, goods, services and capital across the 

world. 

3. Global trade and per capita GDP nearly doubled in this period, marking an era of 

general peace and prosperity. 

4. Societies and economies in the world became intertwined closely in the pursuit 

of shared global prosperity. 

5. Such tight inter-dependence among nations will lead to fewer conflicts and 

promote peace, was the established wisdom. 

6. The Russia-Ukraine conflict has dismantled this wisdom. If inter-connectedness 

and trade among nations were mutually beneficial, then it follows that its 

disruption and blockade will be mutually harmful. 

7. Retaliatory economic sanctions imposed  on  Russia have hurt all nations, albeit 

some more than the others. 

8. Egyptians are reeling from food shortages due to their dependence on Russian 

and Ukrainian wheat, Germans suffer from high costs of heating in winter due to 

their dependence on Russian gas. 

9. Americans face a shortage of electric cars due to unavailability  of car batteries 

that are dependent on Russian nickel. 

10. Sri Lankans have taken to the streets on economic woes and Indian farmers run 

the risk of high fertilizer prices triggered by a global shortage. 

 

What can be the impact of the Russia-Ukraine conflict, especially from an Indian 

perspective?  

 This global geo-economic conflict can push the world to the Cold War era of two 

dominant power blocs. It will disbalance the global economic equilibrium. The Russia- 

China bloc is a large producer group. The western bloc is today’s largest consumer 

group.
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 It has dismantled inter-connectedness and trade among nations. This led

to disruption and blockade of various commodities like Russian natural gas, Russian & 

Ukrainian Wheat, Russian nickel. For example, Indian farmers run the risk of high 

fertilizer prices triggered by a global shortage. 

What are the opportunities for India?  

 First, the western group looks to reduce dependence on the Russia-China bloc of 

nations. Therefore, it offers opportunities to India. India can expand trade in the current 

global economic structures of free trade 

 Second, the western nations have wished to develop a new paradigm of ‘free but 

principled trade’. India can gain from this ‘principled trade’. India is the largest peace- 

loving democracy. India can become a large producing nation for the world and a global 

economic powerhouse. 

 The present global situation presents the best opportunity to salvage India’s economy. 

It can help create large numbers of jobs for our youth and women. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

What are the challenges before India in capitalizing the new opportunities?  

 The forced and hurried dismantling of the present order of the American dollar as 

the global trade currency and replacing it with rushed bilateral local currency 

arrangements can prove to be more detrimental for the global economy in the longer 

run. 

 For example, Indian rupee-Russian rouble agreement in the late 1970s and 1980s, were 

fraught with risks. 

 India’s external sector is robust. India has the potential to expand trade. But the 

bilateral arrangements are unsustainable, unwieldy, and perilous. 

Way Ahead for India: 

 India thus needs not just a non-aligned doctrine for the looming new world order 

but also a non-disruptive geo-economic policy that seeks to maintain the current 

global economic equilibrium. 
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 SCHOLARS VIEWS   

 By the dint of its sheer size and scale, India can be both a large producer and a 

consumer. 

 With rising inflation, volatile crude oil prices, global uncertainty, weak domestic 

private investment and deteriorating fiscal situation, expanded external trade in 

the changed global situation presents the best opportunity to salvage India’s 

economy and create large numbers of jobs for our youth and women. 

 To best utilised this opportunity, India needs not just cordial relationships with 

nations on either side of the new divide but also a stable and established global 

economic environment. 

 It is important for India to adopt a strategic economic self-interest doctrine 

within the larger paradigm of its non-alignment foreign policy. 

CONCLUSION  

 Mahatma Gandhi said India must be committed to peace and non-violence, both at 

home and in the world.

 Earth is a ‘Global Village’. It is home for nearly eight billion people. It works on the 

transportation networks, the U.S. dollar as the reserve currency and integrated payment 

systems.

 India’s economic future depends on trade with other nations. A reversal towards 

isolationism and protectionism can be bad for India. It needs an accepted and 

established global currency to trade in and seamless trade settlements.

 India needs to get free access to the markets to capitalize on the available 

opportunities.

 In the long run, India stands to gain more from the established trading order as well as 

free access to the western markets instead of bilateral arrangements and a new

and parallel global trade structure. 

 India needs a non-aligned doctrine for the looming new world order. It also needs 

a non-disruptive geo-economic policy to maintain the current global economic 

equilibrium.

 Hence, it should adopt a strategic economic self-interest doctrine within the larger 

paradigm of its non-alignment foreign policy.

 India needs to balance the current geo-economic equilibrium, and needs to maintain 

its domestic social equilibrium. It requires people of all religions and castes to work 

together in factories.

 Therefore, the government should address mutual distrust, hate and anger among 

citizens. It should promote social harmony which is quintessential for economic 

prosperity.
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Source - https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/this-is-indias-moment-of- 

reckoning/article65342705.ece 

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/this-is-indias-moment-of-reckoning/article65342705.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/this-is-indias-moment-of-reckoning/article65342705.ece
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INDIA-US Relation 
 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 India - US relations have developed into a "global strategic partnership", based on 

shared democratic values and increasing convergence of interests on bilateral, regional 

and global issues. 

 The emphasis placed by the Government in India on development and good governance 

has created an opportunity to reinvigorate bilateral ties and enhance cooperation under 

the motto --- “ChaleinSaathSaath: Forward Together We Go”, and "SanjhaPrayas, Sab 

ka Vikas" (Shared Effort, Progress for All) adopted during the first two summits of 

Prime Minister Modi and President Obama in September 2014 and January 2015 

respectively. 

 The summit level joint statement issued in June 2016 called the India-U.S. relationship 

an “Enduring Global Partners in the 21st Century”. 

 Regular exchange of high-level political visits has provided sustained momentum to 

bilateral cooperation, while the wide-ranging and ever-expanding dialogue architecture 

has established a long-term framework for India-U.S. engagement. 

 Today, the India-U.S. bilateral cooperation is broad-based and multi-sectoral, covering 

trade and investment, defence and security, education, science and technology, cyber 

security, high-technology, civil nuclear energy, space technology and applications, 

clean energy, environment, agriculture and health. 

 Vibrant people-to-people interaction and support across the political spectrum in both 

countries nurture our bilateral relationship. 

 

KEY RECENT DEVELOPMENTS IN INDIA-US RELATIONS: 
 

1. Civil-Nuclear Deal: 
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o The bilateral civil nuclear cooperation agreement was signed in October 2008. 

2. Energy and Climate Change: 

o As a priority initiative under the PACE (Partnership to Advance Clean 

Energy), the US Department of Energy (DOE) and the Government of India have 

established the Joint Clean Energy Research and Development 

Center (JCERDC) designed to promote clean energy innovations by teams of 

scientists from India and the United States. 

o India-US Clean Energy Agenda 2030 Partnership was launched at the Leaders 

climate summit 2021. 

3. Defence Cooperation: 

o Defence relationship has emerged as a major pillar of India-US strategic 

partnership with the signing of ‘New Framework for India-US Defense 

Relations’ in 2005 which was further updated for 10 years in 2015. 

o India and US inked important defence pacts in the last few years and also 

formalised the four nation alliance of QUAD (India, US, Japan and Australia). 

 The alliance is seen as an important counter to China in the Indo-Pacific. 

o The Malabar exercise in November 2020 portrayed a high point in Indo-US 

strategic ties, it was the first time in 13 years that all four countries of QUAD 

came together sending a strong message to China. 

o India now has access to American bases from Djibouti in Africa to Guam in the 

Pacific. It can also access advanced communication technology used in US 

defence. 

o India and US have four foundational defence agreements: 

a. Basic Exchange and Cooperation Agreement for Geospatial Intelligence 

(BECA). 
 

b. General Security of Military Information Agreement (GSOMIA). 

c. Logistics Exchange Memorandum of Agreement (LEMOA). 

d. Communication Compatibility and Security Agreement (COMCASA). 

o India-US Counter-Terrorism Cooperation Initiative was signed in 2010 to 

expand collaboration on counter-terrorism, information sharing and capacity 

building. 

o A tri-services exercise– Tiger Triumph- was conducted in November 2019. 

o Bilateral and regional exercises include: Yudh Abhyas (Army); Vajra 

Prahar (Special Forces); RIMPAC; Red Flag. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/indo-us-nuclear-deal#%3A~%3Atext%3DThe%20Indian%20government%20agreed%20to%2Chave%20been%20on%20an%20upswing
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/climate-action-and-finance-mobilisation-dialogue-india-us
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/first-leaders-summit-quad
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/australia-to-join-malabar-exercise
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/djibouti-code-of-conduct
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/basic-exchange-and-cooperation-agreement-usa
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/basic-exchange-and-cooperation-agreement-usa
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/basic-exchange-and-cooperation-agreement-usa
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-editorials/basic-exchange-and-cooperation-agreement-1
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/tiger-triumph
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/exercise-vajra-prahar
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/exercise-vajra-prahar
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4. Trade: 

o The US is India’s second largest trading partner and a major destination for 

India’s exports of goods and services. 

o The US replaced Mauritius as the second largest source of foreign direct 

investment into India during 2020-21. 

o The previous US government ended India’s special trade status (GSP 

withdrawal) and also imposed several bans, India also retaliated with bans on 

28 US products. 

o Current US government has allowed all the bans by the previous government 

to expire. 

5. Science & Technology: 

o ISRO and NASA are working together to realize a joint microwave remote 

sensing satellite for Earth observation, named NASA-ISRO Synthetic Aperture 

Radar (NISAR). 
 

6. Indian Diaspora: 
 
 

o There is a growing presence of Indian diaspora in all spheres in the US. For 

example the current Vice-President (Kamala Harris) of the US has a strong 

Indian connection. 
 

FRICTIONS IN INDIA-USA RELATIONS 

 

1. Trade related: like removal of India from its list of developing countries and taking off 

India from list of beneficiary-developing countries under its scheme of Generalized 

System of Preferences. 

2. Tariffs war: In 2018, the US imposed additional tariffs of 25% on steel and 10% on 

aluminum imports from various countries, including India, India’s refusal to remove the 

20% tariffs on ICT products. 

3. WTO disputes: like Capping prices of medical devices by India, greater Indian market 

access for American agriculture and dairy products etc. 

4. IPR: India is also on U.S.’s Priority Watch List. 

5. H1B visas: US has ramped up H-1B denials. 

WAY FORWARD 

 Despite the historic nuclear deal (2008), civilian nuclear cooperation has not taken off, 

but the agreement with Westinghouse to build six nuclear reactors will finally bring US 

nuclear energy on Indian soil.

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/fdi-inflow
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/fdi-inflow
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/us-withdraws-gsp-for-india-1
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/us-withdraws-gsp-for-india-1
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/nisar-joint-earth-observing-mission-of-nasa-and-isro
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/nisar-joint-earth-observing-mission-of-nasa-and-isro
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 In order to counter China in the maritime domain, India needs to fully engage with 

the US and other partners in the Indo-pacific region, in order to preserve the freedom 

of navigation and the rules-based order.

 In international politics, there are no permanent friends and no permanent enemies, 

only permanent interests in such a scenario India must continue to pursue its foreign 

policy of strategic hedging.

India-US relation remains critical for the shaping of world order in the 21st century. In order to 

realise the full potential of relations, the two governments must now strive to complete the 

unfinished agreements and set the course for a Comprehensive Strategic Global Partnership. 
 
 

 

SCHOLARS VIEWS  

 

 

 
Mr. S Jaishankar 

1. According to Mr. S Jaishankar, 

“India- America ties have reached to the level where the 

only direction to go was up”. He added that, “the USA 

economy is largely complementary and there is no 

fundamental clash of interest between the two sides”. 

 

 

 

 
Ashton Carter 

2. Former US defence secretary Ashton Carter mentioned that 

Indo US defence partnership was built on two important 

handshakes. One is “Technological handshake” a reference 

to the rapid growth in arms sales, co-development and 

technology sharing. Second handshake is “strategic 

handshake” representing a broad convergence of 

geopolitical interests as India’s Act East and USAs rebalances 

to Asia. 

 

 

 

 
Narendra Modi 

3. Prime Minister Narendra Modi termed USA as natural global 

partner of India. Modi said - “Relations between India and 

US aren’t just between two governments, but are people- 

centric and people-driven” and “these relations are very 

important for the most important relationship of the 

21stcentury.” 

 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-editorials/india-s-embrace-of-strategic-hedging
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Source - https://thediplomat.com/2022/04/india-us-relations-and-the-jaishankar-doctrine/ 

Mains Question: 

Q. In the 21st century, India-US relations have found many reasons for strategic convergence. 

However, there is also a pressing need to weed out the divergences. Analyse. 

 

 

 

 
Ashley J. Tellis 

4. According to Ashley J. Tellis, “despite their shared affinities 

of constitutional democracy, liberal politics, and civic 

nationalism, the United States and India have not enjoyed 

consistently warm relations because of contrasts in 

worldview, differences in national priorities, and 

asymmetries in power capability, which lasted in their 

strongest form until the end of the Cold War”. 

 

 

 

Dennis Kux 

5. As per Dennis Kux, “India and USA have come a long way 

from being estranged democracies to engaged 

democracies”. 

 

https://thediplomat.com/2022/04/india-us-relations-and-the-jaishankar-doctrine/
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Sri Lanka’s Economic Crisis: An Opportunity for India to 

Reclaim Influence 
In News: 

 Sri Lanka recently imposed a 36-hour curfew across the country, in addition to a state of 

emergency declared by President Gotabaya Rajapaksa. 

 

 This is to avert further turmoil after demonstrators took to the streets, blaming the 

government for an economic crisis that has left the import-dependent country with 

insufficient funds to purchase food and fuel. 

 

THE CURRENT SRI LANKAN CRISIS: 
 

About the crisis: 

 Due to a significant lack of foreign currency, Rajapaksa's government has been unable to 

pay for basic imports such as fuel, resulting in devastating power outages lasting up to 13 

hours in Sri Lanka (a nation with 22 million population). 

 The country was left with only $2.31 billion (as of February) in its reserves but faces debt 

repayments of around $4 billion in 2022, including a $1 billion international sovereign 

bond (ISB) maturing in July. 

 At $12.55 billion, ISBs account for the majority of Sri Lanka's foreign debt, with the Asian 

Development Bank, Japan and China among the other key lenders. 

 Ordinary Sri Lankans are also experiencing shortages and rising inflation as a result of the 

country's sharp devaluation of its currency in preparation for talks with the International 

Monetary Fund (IMF) over a loan programme. 

 This fueled outrage against the Sri Lankan President’s handling of the island nation's 

increasing economic crisis. 

WHAT ARE THE REASONS BEHIND THE ECONOMIC CRISIS? 
 

1. Poor Economic Policy Decisions: The present Government had come to power in 2019 

promising rapid economic growth. The government reduced value-added tax by nearly half 

and abolished some other taxes as a way to boost consumption and growth. The tax cuts 

led to a loss of billions of rupees in tax revenues, putting further pressure on the public 

finances of the already heavily indebted economy. 

2. The Government wanted to become first country to fully adopt organic farming. So the use 

of chemical fertilizers was banned in April 2021. However, 90% of Sri Lanka’s farmers used 

chemical fertilizers for cultivation. The move led to drastic reduction in food production, 

resulting in high prices. 
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3. COVID-19: The pandemic dealt a huge blow to the tourism sector, which accounts for over 

12% of the Sri Lanka’s total economic output. Similarly, remittances from Sri Lankans 

working overseas also declined sharply. Sri Lanka’s public debt is estimated to have risen 

from 94% in 2019 to 119% of GDP in 2021 during the pandemic period. 

4. Depleting Forex: The country’s foreign exchange reserves have fallen 70% in the past two 

years, from US$ 8 billion in 2020 to about US$ 2.31 billion. This has made it difficult to pay 

for essential imports, including food and fuel. A critical shortfall in foreign currency has 

enhanced hardships for traders in order to finance their imports. 

5. Global Uncertainties: The crisis got compounded by the Russia-Ukraine conflict that has led 

to a steep hike in oil prices. The rising prices and depleting forex has led to severe shortage 

of fuel. 

WHY HELPING SRI LANKA IS IN INDIA’S INTERESTS 
 

 Crucially, any disillusionment in Sri Lanka with China eases India’s effort to keep the 

Lankan archipelago out of China’s ‘string of pearls’ game in the Indo-Pacific. 

o It is in India’s interest to contain Chinese presence and influence in this region. 

 To the extent India can extend low-cost help to alleviate the hardships of Sri Lankans, it 

should, however it must be done with due care keeping in mind that the optics of its 

aid matters too. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WAY FORWARD 
 

 Measures for Sri Lanka: The government should take measures for economic recovery of 

the country as soon as the shortage of certain essential commodities ends, which is 

expected before the start of the Sinhala-Tamil New Year (in mid-April). 

o The government should also join hands with the Tamil political leadership to create 

a roadmap for the economic development of the war-affected northern and eastern 

provinces, among the areas badly hit by the current crisis. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/current-affairs-news-analysis-editorials/news-editorials/19-11-2019/print
https://www.drishtiias.com/loksabha-rajyasabha-discussions/the-big-picture-indo-pacific-strategic-importance
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SCHOLARS VIEWS  

 

o It would be best to raise domestic tax revenue and shrink government 

expenditure to limit borrowing, particularly sovereign borrowing from external 

sources. 

 Tough measures should be taken for restructuring the administration of 

concessions and subsidies.

 India’s Assistance: It would be completely unwise for India to let the Chinese take over 

expanding chunks of Sri Lankan territory. India must offer Sri Lanka financial help, policy 

advice and investment from Indian entrepreneurs. 

o Indian businesses must build supply chains that intertwine the Indian and Sri Lankan 

economies in goods and services ranging from the export of tea to information 

technology services. 

o India, rather than any other nation, should help steer Sri Lanka towards realising its 

potential, to reap the rewards of a stable, friendly neighbourhood. 

 Preventing Illegal Refuge: The state of Tamil Nadu has already started feeling the impact 

of the crisis with the reported arrival of 16 persons from Sri Lanka through illegal means. 

o Tamil Nadu was home to nearly three lakh refugees after the anti-Tamil pogrom of 

1983. 

o The authorities, both in India and Sri Lanka, should ensure that the present crisis is 

not used to step up smuggling activities and trafficking or whip up emotions in both 

countries. 

 Crisis as an Opportunity: Neither Sri Lanka nor India can afford to have strained ties. As a 

much larger country, the onus is on India, it needs to be extremely patient and engage Sri 

Lanka even more regularly and closely. 

o There is also a need to step up our people-centric developmental activities while 

scrupulously staying clear of any interference in Colombo’s domestic affairs. 

o The crisis should be used as an opportunity for New Delhi and Colombo to thrash out 

a solution to the Palk Bay fisheries dispute - a longstanding irritant in bilateral ties. 
 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-news-analysis/palk-bay-scheme-and-marine-fisheries-bill
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Source - https://thediplomat.com/2022/04/sri-lankas-economic-crisis-an-opportunity-for- 

india-to-reclaim-influence/ 

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/explaining-sri-lankas-economic- 

crisis/article65275579.ece 

Mains Question 

 
Q. “Amid the ongoing economic crisis in Sri Lanka, India must offer Sri Lanka financial help, policy 

advice and investment from Indian entrepreneurs. It is in India’s interest to contain Chinese 

presence in the country”. Comment. 

 
Q. Discuss the regional and global ramifications of the economic crisis in Sri Lanka. 

https://thediplomat.com/2022/04/sri-lankas-economic-crisis-an-opportunity-for-india-to-reclaim-influence/
https://thediplomat.com/2022/04/sri-lankas-economic-crisis-an-opportunity-for-india-to-reclaim-influence/
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/explaining-sri-lankas-economic-crisis/article65275579.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/explaining-sri-lankas-economic-crisis/article65275579.ece
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Book Review: 

The Life and Death of Indian Democracy: Yogendra Yadav’s 

'Making Sense of Indian 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

By focusing so relentlessly on parties and elections, Yogendra Yadav’s new book 'Making Sense 

of Indian Democracy' seriously underplays the role that ideology and organisation play in the 

making (and unmaking) of Indian democracy. 

Great experiment of fostering democracy 

 The book begins by suggesting that the great experiment of fostering democracy in a 

desperately poor, deeply divided, and educationally backward country may have finally 

run its course 

 Yadav states that Indian democracy is currently facing ‘its worst crisis’ – a verdict 

endorse – before outlining some ways in which a pushback against the majoritarian 

and authoritarian character of the current regime can begin to take shape 

o The implication of electoral victory of the Bharatiya Janata Party in 2019 has 

inaugurated a new epoch in our political history, where the old constitutional 

values of pluralism, dialogue, institutional autonomy, and harmonious Centre- 

state relations are sought to be replaced by Hindu majoritarianism, coercive 

forms of governance, the submission of institutions to the will of the ruling 

party, and the subordination of states to the Centre 
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Yadav’s strengths as a scholar and political analyst are richly illustrated in the first and framing 

essay, entitled ‘The Creolisation of Indian Democracy’. This identifies three distinct phases in 

the political history of our Republic. 

 First Phase : 

In its origins, he writes, democracy in India was very much a top-down affair, ‘an 

invitation by the Indian elite to ordinary Indians to join them in playing a new game 

o Ex : ‘The Nehruvian phase of Indian democracy is widely seen as a period of 

consolidation. The achievements of this phase, and of Nehru in giving a long- 

term institutional base to democracy in a fragile moment 

 Second Phase : 

The second phase of Indian democracy, Yadav calls its ‘coming of age’, began in 1967, 

in which year the Congress began to lose its hold in many states that it previously had a 

firm grip of. 

o Ex: Emergency of many regional parties , Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam in Tamil 

Nadu, the Communists in Kerala on their own and in West Bengal as part of a 

coalition, while in large states like Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh and Bihar, an 

alliance of Congress rebels, Jan Sanghis, and Socialists got together to run state 

governments. 

 Third Phase 

This phase of Indian democracy began in the late 1980s, with the emergence of the 

‘three Ms’ – Mandal, Mandir, and Market. 

o Ex : The movement to demolish the Babri Masjid and replace it with a Ram 

temple, the extension at the Central level of affirmative action to OBCs and the 

controversy this unleashed, the dismantling of the license-permit-quota Raj and 

the onset of economic liberalisation – all reshaped Indian politics and society in 

profound and often unsettling ways. 

 The book contains individual chapters on theories of the Indian state (liberal, Marxist, 

culturalist), on particular works of scholarship (such as Rajni Kothari’s Politics in India), 

and on different research methods used in the social sciences (such as sample surveys 

and ethnographic studies). 

  The core of the book consists of essays on electoral democracy, these analysing the rise 

and fall of different parties, the competition for votes during assembly and general 

elections, and the role of caste, gender, class and region in determining voter 

behaviour. 

Weaknesses of his discipline 

 By focusing so relentlessly on parties and elections, this book seriously underplays the 

role that ideology and organisation play in the making (and unmaking) of Indian 

democracy. Notably, the book has only five index entries to Hindutva, as well as merely 

five to the Rashtriya Swayamsewak Sangh (RSS). 

 It also underplays the role of influential individuals. There is scarcely any discussion of 

  the personalities and political styles of those long-serving prime ministers, Jawaharlal  
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Nehru and Indira Gandhi, no attempt to explain why they were so popular across India 

and for so long 

 The book has disappointingly little to say about the intermediate institutions of 

democracy – such as the courts, the civil service, the universities and the media. 

 Oddly enough, he ignores the role of ideology and of individuals in the bulk of the 

book. It has more or less captured key symbols of nationalism, Hinduism, and our 

cultural heritage 

Major keyplay 

 Yadav concedes importance of ideology in his last chapter. Entitled ‘An Agenda for 

Political Agenda in Our Times’, he writes that ‘the BJP has successfully shifted the entire 

spectrum of political opinion towards its ideology. 

 He acknowledges the fact that in the construction of the first Republic, the charisma 

and character of Gandhi and Nehru, their sway over and appeal to hundreds of millions 

of Indians, played a crucial role, as did the mobilizing work of the organisations they 

embodied and led, and the ideology of social inclusion and religious tolerance they 

advocated. 

 He outlines some ways in which might be challenged, perhaps in time even leading to ‘a 

reversal of hegemony and a reclamation of the [first] republic by the public’ 

 Author focuses in particular on the hope and possibility of farmers’ and youth 

movements. And so he writes that ‘the electoral arena may not be central to the 

historic mission of reclaiming the republic. 

o He further states mass mobilisation and popular resistance outside the electoral 

arena are going to be prerequisites for any effective reversal of the hegemonic 

power’ 

The ‘nation state’ and the ‘state nation’ 

 The distinction, first used by the Western political scientists Juan Linz and Alfred 

Stepan, is here invoked by Yadav to distinguish the India of his conception from the 

India that seeks to replace it 

 The idea of the nation associated with the “nation state” approach implies creating one 

common culture within the state, while the idea of the nation associated with the 

“state nation” approach 
 
 

Democracy as strength 

In the introduction to Making Sense of Indian Democracy, Yogendra Yadav says that 

academic political science in India has been ‘disconnected’ from ‘ordinary people, their 

language and culture’. Later, in an essay entitled ‘What is Distinctive about Indian 

Elections?’, Yadav writes that ‘the history of Indian politics is a story of the attempt by 

millions of ordinary people to write their own political agenda in an alien script’. 
 

Way Forward 
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 For his experience of studying Indian democracy is unmatched, both in its depth and 

its range. 

  With 40 years and counting, Yadav has explored politics from above and from below, 

from the perspective of the Centre and from that of every state of the Republic (and 

from a few Union Territories too). 

  He has lived and struggled with farmers, argued with teachers and students (and quite 

a few MPs and ministers too), helped found a political party and left it to found another. 

Surely he owes it to his fellow citizens to one day put all that knowledge and 

understanding between hardcovers. 

Source: https://m.thewire.in/article/books/making-sense-of-indian-democracy-yogendra- 

yadav-book-review-ramachandra-guha 

https://m.thewire.in/article/books/making-sense-of-indian-democracy-yogendra-yadav-book-review-ramachandra-guha
https://m.thewire.in/article/books/making-sense-of-indian-democracy-yogendra-yadav-book-review-ramachandra-guha
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“Beta Know the Data" 
 

  According to the National Judicial Data Grid the total sanctioned strength 

in the 25 High Courts is 1,080. However, the present working strength is 

661 with 419 vacancies as of March 1, 2021 
 
 

 

According to parliamentary sources Bills Referred to Committee in 17th 

Lok Sabha is 11% of all bills (15th Lok Sabha - 71% of all bills) 
 
 

 

According to NCRB annual crime in 2019 report “Crime against Scheduled 

Castes (SCs) and Scheduled Tribes (STs) saw an increase of over 7% and 

26% respectively in year 2019 compared to 2018” 
 
 

 

During FY 2019-20, 37 projects were completed in various provinces of 

Afghanistan under the High Impact Community Development Project 

(HICDP) scheme of the Government of India. 



News2Notes PSIR 

NIKHIL K GOWDA PSIR FACULTY Page 50 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


