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facts for 
prelims

Few political leaders have sought renaming Lutyens’ 
Delhi roads after brave sons of country. 
Names used in Delhi presently: Akbar Road, Humayun 
Road, Shahjahan Road. 
● Leaders have suggested names such as Guru 
Gobind Singh, Maharana Pratap and the country’s first 
Chief of Defence Staff General Bipin Rawat. 
● Sir Edwin Lutyens (1869–1944), the architect of 
Delhi, designed 4 bungalows in the Rashtrapati Bhavan 
Estate, (Viceroy House Estate). 

In a setback to the Mumbai civic body, the Bombay High 
Court has allowed PILs challenging the construction of 
a cycling and jogging track around Powai Lake and said 
the cycle track was illegal. 

About Powai Lake: 
• Recognised as a wetland, the man-made Powai 

Lake in the eastern suburbs of Mumbai was con-
structed in 1891. 

• As its water was declared unfit for drinking, it is 
being used for industrial purposes. 

• In 2021, the BMC proposed constructing a 10-km 
cycling track around Powai Lake as a part of its 
plan to have cycling tracks across the city. 

Opposition to the project: 
• The track would be in violation of the Wetlands 

(Conservation and Management) Rules. 
• It will have a negative impact on the habitat of 

the Indian marsh crocodiles found in the lake. 
• The project will open up space for development 

around the lake. 

A controversy has erupted over a puja ceremony at-
tended by Jammu and Kashmir Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha at the premises of the Archaeological 
Survey of India (ASI)-protected Martand Sun temple 
in Anantnag, with the ASI claiming that it was in vio-
lation of rules. 
• ASI argues that as per Ancient Monument Protec-

tion Act (ASI) rules, a prior permission was sup-
posed to be sought. 

About the temple: 
• The eighth-century Martand Temple is one of the 

oldest sun temples in India and a symbol of in-
valuable ancient spiritual heritage. 

• Built by Lalitaditya Muktapida in the 8th Century 
AD, the Martand Sun Temple is said to have been 
an excellent specimen of Kashmiri architecture 
and one of the holiest shrines for the Kashmiri 
Pandits. 

• The temple was destroyed by Sikandar Shah Miri 
in the 14th Century AD and the ruins are now 
marked as a “site of national importance” by the 
Archaeological Survey of India. 

• The world’s largest wetland, known as the Pan-
tanal, in South America is at risk of collapse. 

• This is due to a series of local and seemingly mi-
nor decisions that fail to account for their cumu-
lative impact on one of Earth’s most biodiverse 
ecosystems. 

• It is also the world’s largest flooded grasslands. 
• It is fed through the Paraguay River and tributar-

ies. 
• It is designated a National Heritage by the Bra-

zilian Constitution and a restricted-use region 
whose use should be ecologically sustainable. 

LUTYENS DELHI 

PANTANAL WETLAND

MARTAND SUN TEMPLE

POWAI CYCLING TRACK PROJECT



5 WWW.INSIGHTSONINDIA.COM

• To combat the increasing pollution and rejuve-
nate Dal Lake, a unique initiative known as ‘Ath-
was’ has been launched by the Lieutenant Gover-
nor Manoj Sinha. 

• ‘Athwas’ is a unique partnership between citizens 
and authorities for the rejuvenation of Lake. It in-
volves community participation. 

• Under the initiative, the de-weeding and dredg-
ing will be conducted in collaboration with the 
citizens. 

About Dal: 
• It was known as the summer capital of Jammu 

and Kashmir. 
• It is named the “Jewel in the crown of Kashmir” 

or “Srinagar’s Jewel”. 
• The lake is also an important source for commer-

cial operations in fishing and water plant harvest-
ing. 

• The lake is located in the Zabarwan mountain 
valley, in the foothills of the Shankracharya hills, 
which surround it on three sides. 

• The lake has four main interconnected basins 
namely, Hazratbal, Bod dal, Gagribal and Nagin. 

• The floating gardens here, known as “Raad” in 
Kashmiri, blossom with lotus flowers during July 
and August. 

Why in News?  
Union Minister Anurag Thakur recently paid a visit to 
Allard Square in Saint-Tropez.General Jean-François Al-
lard was born in Saint-Tropez.  

• He served in the Napoleon army and fought in 
the Battle of Waterloo. Forced into exile after Na-
poleon’s downfall, he served under Maharajah 
Ranjit Singh in Punjab. 

About Saint- Tropez:  
It is a coastal town on the French Riviera in France.  

• It was a military stronghold and fishing village un-
til the beginning of the 20th century.  

• It was the first town on its coast to be liberated 
during World War II as part of ‘Operation Dra-
goon’.  

• After the war, it became an internationally known 
seaside resort because of the influx of artists of 
the French New Wave in cinema.  

• It later became a resort for Europe-
an and American jet-setters and tourists.

Russian forces have “completely destroyed” the indus-
trial Donbas region. 

• Donbas is a region in southeastern Ukraine. 
• It is a large mining and industrial region of 

southeastern Europe, notable for its sizable coal 
reserves. 

• The industrial area of the Donbas includes much 
of the Ukrainian oblasti (provinces) of Donetsk 
and Luhansk. 

SAINT-TROPEZ

DONBAS

REJUVENATION OF DAL LAKE
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It is located in south China’s Guangxi Zhuang Autono-
mous Region.  

• It was recently found by explorers.  
• The sinkhole measures 306 metres in length, is 

150 metres in width and 192 metres in depth, 
with its volume exceeding 5 million cubic meters.  

• Southern China is home to karst topography – a 
landscape prone to dramatic sinkholes and oth-
erworldly caves.

What are Sinkholes? 
Sinkholes emerge when the roof of an underground 
chamber enlarges and collapses. Rainwater flows 
through the cracks in the bedrock, turning them into 
tunnels and voids.  

• Sinkholes can be formed due to natural process-
es or human activity. Typically, sinkholes form in 
areas of “karst” terrains, where the rock below 
the surface of the Earth can be easily dissolved 
by groundwater. 

Russian forces recently attacked the vital port of Odessa 
as part of an apparent effort to disrupt supply lines and 
weapons shipments.  

• Odessa is the third most populous city and mu-
nicipality in Ukraine and a major seaport and 
transport hub.  

• It is located in the south-west of the country, on 
the northwestern shore of the Black Sea.  

Border Road Organisation (BRO) has successfully com-
pleted the excavation work of the Nechiphu Tunnel.  

• The tunnel is located in Arunachal Pradesh.  
• The Tunnel is located at an altitude of 5,700 feet.  
• It is located on the Balipara-Chardu-

ar-Tawang (BCT) Road in West Kameng district. 

ODESSA

NECHIPHU TUNNEL

The Centre has constituted a committee of three inde-
pendent experts to investigate the reasons for recent 
collapse of a part of under-construction tunnel in Ram-
ban on Jammu-Srinagar highway and suggest remedial 
measures. 

• Ramban is a town in Ramban district of Jammu 
and Kashmir. 

• It lies on the banks of the Chenab river in Chenab 
Valley on the National Highway-1A (now NH-44) 
at about 150 km from Jammu and about 150 km 
from Srinagar. 

• Its location makes it almost the central point on 
the Jammu-Srinagar National Highway. 

RAMBAN TUNNEL

NEW KARST SINKHOLE
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The Madhya Pradesh high court has issued notices to 
the Archaeological Survey of India (ASI), Centre and 
the state government on a petition pertaining to the 
dispute over the monument of Bhojshala in state’s 
Dhar district.   

• Bhojshala is an ASI protected 11th century monu-
ment, which Hindus claim is a temple of Vagdevi 
(Goddess Saraswati), while the Muslim commu-
nity treats it as Kamal Maula Mosque.  

• The name is derived from the celebrated king 
Bhoja of the Paramāra dynasty of central India, a 
patron of education and the arts, to whom major 
Sanskrit works on poetics, yoga and architecture 
are attributed.  

• As per the arrangement made by the ASI on April 
7, 2003, Hindus perform puja in the premises ev-
ery Tuesday, while Muslims offer namaz in the 
complex on Fridays.

TRANSNISTRIA

• Odessa is sometimes called the “Pearl by the 
Sea”, the “Southern Capital”, “Odessa-mama” 
and “The Humour Capital”, as well as “Southern 
Palmyra”.  

• Odessa is a warm-water port.  

  Transnistria is a tiny breakaway region of Moldova.  
• It lies between Moldova to its west and Ukraine 

towards its east.  
• It now risks being dragged into the Russia-Ukraine 

war because of reports of a series of explosions in 
its territory.  

• Often described as a “remnant of the Soviet 
Union”, Transnistria declared independence like 
Moldova did soon after the break-up of the Sovi-
et Union.  

• Transnistria is not recognised as independent 
even by Russia and its economy is dependent on 
Russia for subsidies and free gas. Most Transnis-
trians have dual citizenship of Russia and Trans-
nistria or triple citizenship of Moldova, Transn-
istria, and Russia. 

• It was discovered recently in Bangladesh.  
• It has the capacity to produce 20 million cubic 

feet of gas per day (MMCFD). 

Himachal Pradesh, in January 2022, became the first 
‘smoke-free state’ in India. 

• The major milestone was achieved while riding on 
the back of welfare schemes like ‘Ujjwala Yojana’ 
of Centre and ‘Himachal Grihini Suvidha scheme 
of the state government’.  

• It is also the 100 percent LPG-enabled state in 
the country. It simply refers to the fact that 100% 
of households in Himachal have LPG connections 
in their houses.

Why in the News?  
In the last financial year, 90 lakh beneficiaries of Na-
rendra Modi government’s flagship welfare scheme 
Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana did not refill their 
cylinders, according to a report. The same report ap-
preciated Himachal Pradesh for its feat for becoming  
the first ‘smoke-free state’ in India. 

HIMACHAL PRADESH IS THE FIRST 
‘SMOKE-FREE STATE’ IN INDIA

BHOJSHALA

KOILASTILA GAS FIELD
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On the occasion of Buddha Jayanti on May 16, Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi and his Nepalese counterpart 
Sher Bahadur Deuba laid the foundation stone for the 
India International Centre for Buddhist Culture and 
Heritage in Lumbini, Nepal.

• Sinkholes can be formed due to natural process-
es or human activity. Typically, sinkholes form in 
areas of “karst” terrains, where the rock below 
the surface of the Earth can be easily dissolved 
by groundwater.

About Lumbini:  
• Located in Rupandehi district of Nepal’s Lumbini 

province.  
• Believed to be the birthplace of the Shakya 

prince Siddhartha Gautam.  
• Described in Buddhist literature as a Pradimok-

sha-vana (sin-free forest).  
• Built by Anjana, king of the Koliya clan, for his 

queen Rupadevi or Rummindei.  
• Located on an ancient trade route passing 

through Kapilavastu (present location uncertain), 
Kushinagar (in modern-day Uttar Pradesh), and 
Vaishali, Pataliputra, Nalanda, and Rajgriha (all in 
today’s Bihar).  

LUMBINI, THE BIRTHPLACE 
OF THE BUDDHA

• Rakhigarhi, in Haryana, became an archaeologi-
cal hotspot when Amarendra Nath, former direc-
tor of the Archaeological Survey of India (ASI), 
undertook excavations at the site in 1997.  

• It is a 5,000-year-old site that showcases continu-
ity from the Harappan age to the present times. 
The village also has havelis that are a couple of 
hundred years old.  

• The site is located in the Sarasvati river plain, 
some 27 km from the seasonal Ghaggar river.  

• The Rakhigarhi site is one of the “five iconic 
sites” declared by the Central government in the 
Union budget 2020-21. 

Why in the News?  
DNA samples collected from two human skeletons 
unearthed at Rakhigarhi have been sent for scientific 
examination.  
• The outcome might tell about the ancestry and 

food habits of people who lived in the Rakhigarhi 
region thousands of years ago. 

RAKHIGARHI
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• The Ramgarh Vishdhari Sanctuary in Rajasthan 
was notified as India’s 52nd tiger reserve. 

• This is Rajasthan’s fourth tiger reserve after Ran-
thambore, Sariska and Mukundra. 

• The newly notified tiger reserve includes the 
tiger habitat between Ranthambore Tiger Re-
serve in the northeast and Mukundra Hills Tiger 
Reserve on the southern side and facilitates dis-
persal of tigers from Ranthambore Tiger Reserve. 

 
• They are located in the forests of the Sanjay 

Gandhi National Park, on the former island of 
Salsette in the western outskirts of Mumbai. 

• They cover the period from 2nd to 9th century 
AD. 

• They belong to the Hinayana phase of Buddhist 
architecture. 

• However, additions were made when Mahayana 
Buddhism was gaining ground. Ex: 5th century 
image of Buddha. 

• It has around 100 caves. 
• Kanheri was mentioned in the travelogues of for-

eign travellers. The earliest reference of Kanheri 
is ascribed to Fa-Hein who visited India during 
399-411 CE. 

LA REUNION

The navies of India and France recently conducted 
their second joint patrolling in the French island of 
La Reunion in the South-Western Indian Ocean.  
Objective: To demonstrate “joint surveillance and 
patrolling operations” capabilities.

About La Reunion: 
• It is an island in the Indian Ocean that is an over-

seas department and region of France.  
• It is located approximately 950km east of the is-

land of Madagascar and 175 km southwest of 
the island of Mauritius.  

• Réunion is an outermost region of the European 
Union and is part of the eurozone.  

• Réunion and the fellow French overseas depart-
ment of Mayotte are the only eurozone regions 
located in the Southern Hemisphere. 

Why in News? 
Various amenities were inaugurated at ancient Kan-
heri Caves on the occasion of Buddha Purnima. 

KANHERI CAVES

RAMGARH VISHDHARI SANCTUARY
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• Ujh is a tributary of the Ravi river. Ujh Multipur-
pose Project is planned to enhance the utilization 
of India’s rights under Indus Waters Treaty. 

• The project will increase the utilization of waters 
of Eastern Rivers shared to India as per the Indus 
Water Treaty.

• It will be constructed  on the River Ujh in Kathua 
District of Jammu & Kashmir. 

UJH MULTIPURPOSE PROJECT
THE IRON AGE IN TAMIL NADU 
DATES DATES BACK 4,200 YEARS

Context: The Tamil Nadu government stated that car-
bon dating of excavated artefacts in the state dates 
evidence of iron use in India back to 4,200 years ago, 
based on an archaeological assessment. 

• Excavations site: Mayiladumparai near Krishnag-
iri in Tamil Nadu. 

• Nearby archaeological sites: Togarapalli, Ganga-
varam, Sandur, Vedarthattakkal, Guttur, Gidlur, 
Sappamutlu and Kappalavadi. 

Use of iron in other parts of the country: 
1. In 1979, use of iron was traced to 1300 BCE at 

Ahar in Rajasthan. 
2. Later, samples at Bukkasagara in Karnataka, indi-

cating iron production, were dated back to 1530 
BCE. 

3. The date was subsequently pushed back to 1700-
1800 BCE with excavations finding evidence of 
iron smelting at Raipura in the Mid-Ganga valley. 

4. The date was then pushed to 1900-2000 BCE 
based on investigations in sites at Malhar near 
Varanasi and Brahmagiri in North Karnataka. 

Significance of the latest findings: 
• It indicates the existence of agricultural activities 

4000 years ago. 
• Scientists infer that deforestation took place only 

after humans began using iron because iron was 
stronger compared to copper. 

 Context: 
• In his speech at Lumbini, Prime Minister Naren-

dra Modi noted that his hometown, Vadnagar 
in Gujarat, was a significant centre for Buddhist 
study centuries ago. 

• Buddhist relics and around 20,000 artefacts, 
some dating back to the 2nd century, have been 
found here. 

• Other artefacts found during excavations: Relics 
of stupa and bowls having a terracotta sealing 
with inscriptions of namassarvagyaya and a face-
shaped pendant with tritatva symbol. 

VADNAGAR
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OLIVE BARBS, FILAMENT BARBS, 
HIGHFIN BARB AND CARNATIC CARP

 They are freshwater fish species used to be found 
widely in the Idamalayar Dam, Bhoothathankettu, and 
the Kol fields of Thrissur district, Kerala. 

• However, indiscriminate fishing and changes in 
habitat conditions have brought these species, 
especially Kuruva Paral, to the brink of extinction. 

• Conservation measures are taken up under the 
United Nations Development Programme (UN-
DP)-India High Range Landscape project. 

• The project was launched in January 2020. 
• It aims to help trained aquaculturists among Adi-

vasis to take up farming of these freshwater spe-
cies. 

Why in the News? 
A team of scientists from Kerala has standardised the 
techniques for artificial breeding of these fish spe-
cies. 

 
• It is an island country in the Caribbean. 
• It is located in the southeast Windward Islands of 

the Lesser Antilles, which lie in the West Indies 
at the southern end of the eastern border of the 
Caribbean Sea where the latter meets the Atlan-
tic Ocean. 

Context: 
Shri Ram Nath Kovind, India’s President, recently paid a 
visit to Saint Vincent and the Grenadines.

The Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) has barred visit 
to Mughal emperor Aurangzeb’s tomb for five days. 

• Aurangzeb (1618 – 1707), the sixth Mughal em-
peror, ruled most of the Indian subcontinent for 
half a century. 

• He assumed the title Alamgir, World Conqueror. 
• He was influenced by Nakshabandi sufi order. 
Know more about Aurangzeb. Reference: read this. 

SAINT VINCENT AND THE GRENADINES

AURANGZEB’S TOMB

https://www.insightsonindia.com/medieval-indian-history/mughal-empire-including-later-mughals/aurangazeb1657-1707/


12WWW.INSIGHTSONINDIA.COM

• A new venomous green snake named Trimere-
surus mayaae or Maya’s Pit viper was recently 
discovered from Meghalaya. 

• The snake is named in honour of Col Yashpal 
Singh Rathee’s late mother – Maya. 

• The new species was relatively common in Me-
ghalaya, Mizoram and even in Guwahati (Assam). 

Did you know? 
Meghalaya is called the land of the mythical evil 
spirit that takes the form of a giant serpent called U 
Thlen. 

MAYA’S PIT VIPERBIRD COUNT INDIA
Bird Count India is an informal partnership of organisa-
tions and groups interested in documenting and moni-
toring India’s birds. 

• The initiative encourages birdwatchers to upload 
their bird lists to eBird (ebird.org/india), a global 
platform for bird observations. 

• In India, the event was confined to Ladakh, J&K, 
Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Sikkim, north-
west Bengal and Arunachal Pradesh. 

Key findings: 
• Uttarakhand reported the highest number of bird 

species, at 293. 
• The maximum number of checklists (lists of birds 

seen and heard by birdwatchers), at 192, was up-
loaded from Jammu & Kashmir. 

MADTSOIIDAE

GREAT INDIAN BUSTARDS

Scientists have reported spotting of the fossil of a Madt-
soiidae snake from the molasse deposits of Ladakh Hi-
malaya for the first time indicating their prevalence in 
the subcontinent for much longer time than previously 
thought. 

• Madtsoiidae is an extinct group of medium-sized 
to gigantic snakes, firstly appeared during the 
late Cretaceous. 

• It is mostly distributed in the Gondwanan land-
masses, although, their Cenozoic record is ex-
tremely scarce. 

Context: 
The Supreme Court of India had directed the govern-
ments of Rajasthan and Gujarat to ensure installation 
of bird-diverters on power lines before July 20, 2022. 
• The move is aimed at protecting the Great Indian 

Bustard (GIB), the state bird of Rajasthan, and 
the lesser floricans in the area. 

Great Indian Bustards (GIB): 
IUCN status: critically endangered. 
• Listed in Schedule I of the Indian Wildlife (Protec-

tion)Act, 1972 and in the CMS Convention and in 
Appendix I of CITES. 

Identified as one of the species for the recovery pro-
gramme under the Integrated Development of Wildlife 
Habitats of the Ministry of Environment and Forests. 

• Project Great Indian Bustard — state of Rajas-
than — identifying and fencing off bustard breed-
ing grounds in existing protected areas as well as 
provide secure breeding enclosures in areas out-
side protected areas. 
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FIRST MOVERS COALITION

WEF’S ALLIANCE OF CEO CLIMATE 
ACTION LEADERS- INDIA

ASSOCIATION OF ASIAN ELECTION 
AUTHORITIES (AAEA)

 Protected areas: Desert National Park Sanctuary — Ra-
jasthan, Rollapadu Wildlife Sanctuary – Andhra Pradesh 
and Karera Wildlife Sanctuary– Madhya Pradesh. 
Habitats in India: 

• Only two districts in Rajasthan — Jaisalmer and 
Barmer — have a breeding GIB population in the 
wild. 

• The bird can also be found in very small numbers 
in Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh, Karnataka, Maha-
rashtra and Andhra Pradesh. 

The World Economic Forum has announced a new ‘Al-
liance of CEO Climate Action Leaders India’ that will 
work towards fast-tracking decarbonisation pathways 
along India’s net-zero journey. 

• It is a part of the WEF’s Climate Action Platform. 
• Aim: To fast-track India’s climate action and de-

carbonisation efforts. 
• Participants: It is a collaboration between Ke-

arney and Observer Research Foundation and 
brings together chief executives from India’s 
leading businesses. 

India recently joined a global public-private partnership 
initiative called the First Movers Coalition. 

• The initiative was launched by President of the 
USA Joe Biden and the World Economic Forum 
(WEF) at COP26. 

• The coalition seeks to decarbonise the heavy in-
dustry and long-distance transport sectors that 
are responsible for 30 percent of global emis-
sions. 

India has been unanimously elected as the new Chair of 
the Association of Asian Election Authorities (AAEA) for 
2022-2024 at the meeting of the Executive Board and 
General Assembly in Manila, Philippines. 

• Commission on Elections, Manila was the current 
chair of AAEA. 

• The new member of the Executive Board now 
includes Russia, Uzbekistan, Sri Lanka, Maldives, 
Taiwan and the Philippines. 

AAEA: 
• The Association of Asian Election Authorities 

(AAEA) was established in 1998. 
• Currently, 20 Asian EMBs are members of AAEA. 
• ECI is a founder member of EMB of the AAEA 

and also served on the Executive Board of the 
AAEA as the Vice-Chair during 2011-13 and Chair 
during 2014-16.

• The mission of the Association of Asian Election 
Authorities is to provide a non-partisan forum in 
the Asian region for sharing experiences and best 
practices among election authorities to discuss 
and act upon ways to promote open and trans-
parent elections with the objective of supporting 
good governance and democracy.
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As per the report of the fifth round of the National 
Family Health Survey (NFHS-5): 

• The total fertility rate of India has declined from 
2.2 to 2.0 between the fourth National Family 
Health Survey (NFHS) conducted in 2015-16 and 
the fifth one in 2019-21. 

• This indicates the significant progress of popula-
tion control measures. 

• There are only five states in India, which are 
above the replacement level of fertility of 2.1. 
This includes Bihar (2.98), Meghalaya (2.91), 
Uttar Pradesh (2.35), Jharkhand (2.26) and Ma-
nipur (2.17). 

The other key highlights of the survey include _ institu-
tional births having increased from 79% to 89% in India 
and in rural areas around 87% births being delivered in 
institutions and the same is 94% in urban areas. 
TFR: 
The Total Fertility Rate (TFR) is measured as the aver-
age number of children per woman. 

INDIA’S TOTAL FERTILITY RATE
MULTI AGENCY CENTRE (MAC)

• It is a common counter-terrorism grid under the 
Intelligence Bureau that was made operational 
in 2001 following the Kargil War. 

• As many as 28 organisations, including the Re-
search and Analysis Wing (R&AW), armed forces 
and State police, are part of the platform. 

• Various security agencies share real-time intelli-
gence inputs on the MAC.

Context: 
The Intelligence Bureau (IB) has been granted 138.48 
crore by the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) for a 
“technology upgrade” of the Multi Agency Centre 
(MAC). 

NATIONAL STARTUP ADVISORY 
COUNCIL (NSAC)

4th meeting of the National Startup Advisory Council 
(NSAC) was held recently in New Delhi. 

• NSAC was constituted by the Department 
for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade 
(DPIIT). 

• Role: To advise the government on measures 
needed to build a strong ecosystem for nurtur-
ing innovation and startups in the country to 
drive sustainable economic growth and generate 
large scale employment opportunities. 

• Chairman: Minister for Commerce & Industry. 

About NFHS survey:  
• NFHS is a large-scale, multi-round survey con-

ducted in a representative sample of households 
throughout India. 

• All NFHSs have been conducted under the 
stewardship of the Ministry of Health and Family 
Welfare, Government of India, with the Inter-
national Institute for Population Sciences (IIPS) 
Mumbai, serving as the nodal agency. 

• NFHS-5 includes some new focal areas, such as 
death registration, pre-school education, ex-
panded domains of child immunisation, compo-
nents of micro-nutrients to children, menstrual 
hygiene etc. 
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WEF TRAVEL AND TOURISM 
DEVELOPMENT INDEX

STATE OF WORLD’S BIRDS REPORT

BONGOSAGAR

 Every National Family Health Survey (NFHS) 
has two specific goals to fulfill. They are:

• To provide essential data needed by the Ministry 
of Health and Family Welfare and other agencies 
for informed decision making and policy and 
programme intervention purposes. 

• To provide insight regarding important emerging 
health and family welfare issues. 

Released by: World Economic Forum. 
This index is the Travel and Tourism Competitiveness 
Index’s direct evolution, having been published bien-
nially for the last 15 years. 

• In the 2021 index, India has been ranked at 
54th place in the latest edition. In 2019, India 
had ranked at 46th position. 

• India topped within the South Asia region. 
• The top place has been grabbed by Japan. The 

country is followed by the United States, Spain, 
France, and Germany respectively. 

The State of World’s Birds report was recently pub-
lished. 

• It is a peer-reviewed journal. 
• It is BirdLife International’s flagship science 

publication, using birds to assess the condition 
of our ecosystems as a whole. 

Highlights of the 2022 report: 
• Around 48% of bird species worldwide are 

known or suspected to be undergoing popula-
tion declines. 

• In India, nearly 80% species are declining in 
numbers, and almost 50% plummeting strongly. 

• Around 57% of North American species are 
recording declining trends, a net loss of almost 3 
billion birds since 1970. 

• The situation is similar in the European Union, 
where trends across 378 species indicate an 
overall decrease in breeding bird abundance of 
17-19% between 1980 and 2017. 

• The study found that bird species and abun-
dance data from the tropics is scarce but in 
many countries such as India, citizen science 
driven data was available. 

Reasons behind this decline: 
• The report has attributed the threat to almost 

half of the 10,994 recognised extant species of 
birds to the expanding human footprint on the 
natural world and climate change. 

• The degradation and loss of natural habitats as 
well as direct overexploitation of many species 
are the key threats to avian biodiversity. 

BirdLife International is a global partnership of 
non-governmental organizations that strives to con-
serve birds and their habitats. 

It is a naval exercise between India and Bangladesh. 
• he third edition of the exercise was recently held 

at Port Mongla, Bangladesh. 
• Aim: To develop a high level of interoperability 

as well as joint operational skills through con-
ducting various maritime operations and exercis-
es between both navies.
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Context: 
• Santanagopalan will receive the Sangita Kala-

nidhi award for the year 2020 while Bhaktha-
vathsalam has been chosen for the award for 
the year 2021. 

INTERNATIONAL BOOKER PRIZE

“Tomb of Sand’ has become the first book written in 
an Indian language to be awarded the International 
Booker Prize. 

• The book was originally published in Hindi as Ret 
Samadhi. 

• It is written by Author Geetanjali Shree and 
translated into English by Daisy Rockwell. 

The International Booker Prize: 
• It is awarded annually for a single book, trans-

lated into English and published in the UK or 
Ireland. 

• This prize aims to encourage more reading of 
quality fiction from all over the world and has 
already had an impact on those statistics in the 
UK. 

• The vital work of translators is celebrated, with 
the £50,000 prize money divided equally be-
tween the author and translator. 

SANGITA KALANIDHI AWARDS

The Music Academy recently announced Sangita 
Kalanidhi award winners for the years 2020, 2021 and 
2022. 

• The award is conferred by the Madras Music 
Academy. 

• It is considered the highest award in the field of 
Carnatic music. 

• The award comprises of a gold medal and a biru-
du Patra (citation). 

Madras Music Academy: 
• Music Conference held along with All India Con-

gress Session in Madras (1927) laid the idea of a 
Madras Music Academy. 

• Thus it is an offshoot of INC madras session, 
1927. 

• It plays an important role in promoting Carnatic 
Music. 

Recently, President conferred 13 Shaurya Chakras, 
including six posthumous, to the personnel of Armed 
Forces during Defence Investiture Ceremony (Phase-1). 
What are Highest Gallantry awards? 

• Param Vir Chakra: It is India’s highest military 
decoration awarded for displaying distinguished 
acts of valor during wartime whether on land, at 
sea or in the air.

• Maha Vir Chakra: It is the second highest gal-
lantry award for acts of conspicuous gallantry in 
the presence of the enemy whether on land, at 
sea or in the air.

• Vir Chakra: It is the country’s third-highest war-
time gallantry award after Param Vir Chakra and 
Maha Vir Chakra.

Indian Architect Balkrishna Vithaldas Doshi was be-
stowed with the prestigious Royal Gold Medal 2022. 

• Royal Gold Medal, one of the world’s highest 
honours for architecture, by the Royal Institute 
of British Architects (RIBA), London, United King-
dom (UK). 

• The Royal Gold Medal is approved personally 
by Queen Elizabeth II of the UK and the award is 
given to a person or group of people who have 
had a significant influence either directly or indi-
rectly on the advancement of architecture. 

GALLANTRY AWARDS

ROYAL GOLD MEDAL 2022
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• The moon Amalthea is one of Jupiter’s 53 
named satellites; it was the first to be discov-
ered after the four Galilean moons, and it is the 
fifth-largest overall. 

• In terms of proximity to Jupiter, Amalthea is the 
planet’s third moon — it takes just 12 hours to 
make a full orbit. 

• Amalthea also contributes to one of the Gossa-
mer Rings of Jupiter — the Amalthea Gossamer 
Ring — which is the faint innermost Gossamer 
ring of the planet. The Gossamer Rings are out-
side the main Jovian ring. 

• Only two missions have visited Amalthea: Voy-
ager and Galileo. Both the Voyager 1 and Voyag-
er 2 spacecraft photographed the Jovian moon 
during their flybys in 1979. 

PAPER IMPORT MONITORING SYSTEM

PULITZER PRIZE

AMALTHEA

Why in News? 
According to recent findings, Amalthea appears to 
radiate out more heat than it receives from the sun, 
which NASA suggests may be due to Jupiter’s magnetic 
field or from tidal stresses. 

• Amalthea is tidally locked to Jupiter in synchro-
nous rotation — it always aligns with the planet 
along its long axis. 

A team of four Indian photographers from Reuters 
news agency — slain photojournalist Danish Siddiqui, 
Adnan Abidi, Sanna Irshad Mattoo and Amit Dave — 
have won the 2022 Pulitzer Prize for feature photogra-
phy for their coverage of the Covid-19 crisis in India. 
What is Pulitzer Prize? 

• Pulitzer Prize is awarded for outstanding public 
service and achievement in American journal-
ism, letters, and music. 

• It is awarded in the name of Joseph Pulitzer, a 
newspaper publisher who gave money in his will 
to Columbia University to launch a journalism 
school and establish the Prize. 

• It was established in 1917 and is administered 
by Columbia University and Pulitzer Prize Board. 

• Each winner receives a certificate and a 
US$15,000 cash award. The winner in the public 
service category is awarded a gold medal. 

Indians/Indian origins who have previously 
won the Pulitzer: 

• Gobind Behari: the first from India to win the 
Pulitzer Prize for journalism in 1937. 

• Jhumpa Lahiri: 2000. 
• Geeta Anand: 2003. 
• Siddhartha Mukherjee: 2011. 
• Sanghamitra Kalita: 2016. 

The Ministry of Commerce and Industry has amended 
the import policy of major paper products from “Free” 
to “Free subject to Compulsory Registration” under 
PIMS.

• It makes registration compulsory for importing 
201 types of paper such as newsprint, hand-
made paper, envelopes etc. 

• It excludes currency paper, security printing 
paper etc. 



18WWW.INSIGHTSONINDIA.COM

PEOPLE’S BIODIVERSITY REGISTER
Kolkata has become the first major metropolitan city 
to prepare a detailed register of biodiversity i.e. PBR. 

• PBR contains comprehensive information on lo-
cally available Bio-resources including landscape 
and demography of a particular area or village. 

Need for: 
• The Biological Diversity Act 2002 has made it 

mandatory for every local self-governing insti-
tution in rural and urban areas to constitute 
Biodiversity Management Committees within 
their area of jurisdiction. 

• Once constituted, BMC must prepare a PBR in 
consultation with local people. 

ABHILASHA BARAK

Captain Abhilasha Barak has become the first wom-
an to join the Army Aviation Corps as combat aviator 
after completion of a six-month combat Army aviation 
course. 

• The Army Aviation Corps, the youngest Corps of 
the Army, was formed on November 1, 1986. 

Context: 
• The government has called a meeting of restau-

rant owners over service charges levied by them 
on customers. 

What is the service charge? 
• Collection of service charge by hotels is volun-

tary and at the discretion of consumers and not 
mandatory as per law. 

Lavender is a genus of 47 known species of flowering 
plants in the mint family, Lamiaceae. 

• The flowers may be blue, violet or lilac in the 
wild species, occasionally blackish purple or 
yellowish. 

• Lavender has been used over centuries in tradi-
tional medicine and cosmetics. 

• Bhaderwah is a town in the district Doda of 
Jammu. 

• India’s first National Institute of High Altitude 
Medicine is also being built in Bhaderwah. 

• Bhaderwah has been described as the birth-
place of India’s Purple Revolution. 

WHAT IS THE SERVICE CHARGE LEVIED 
BY RESTAURANTS ON CUSTOMERS? 

INDIA’S ‘FIRST LAVENDER FESTIVAL’ 
IN BHADERWAH
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Under Operation Namkeen, the Directorate of Reve-
nue Intelligence (DRI) has recovered 52 kg of cocaine, 
estimated to be valued at over Rs 500 crore in the 
international illicit market. 

• In order to interdict the narcotic drugs, “Opera-
tion Namkeen” was launched by DRI. 

• DRI, under the Central Board of Indirect Taxes 
and Customs (CBIC), Department of Revenue, 
Ministry of Finance, Government of India, is the 
apex agency of the Indian Customs in the field of 
anti-smuggling in India. 

• DRI enforces the provisions of the Customs Act, 
1962 and over fifty other allied Acts including 
the Arms Act, NDPS Act, COFEPOSA, Wildlife 
Act, Antiquities Act etc. 

• President Ram Nath Kovind recently appoint-
ed Vinai Kumar Saxena as the new Lieutenant 
Governor of Delhi. 

• Saxena will replace Anil Baijal. 
Know more about Lt. Governor of Delhi, his powers 
vis-a-vis Delhi Government here. 

• Wheat, considered a ‘living grain’, tends to gain 
some weight during storage. This is known as 
‘storage gain’ and it mostly happens due to ab-
sorption of moisture. 

• The moisture is mostly absorbed by the endo-
sperm. 

It is the second of the four Survey Vessels (Large) 
being built for Indian Navy. 

• The ship has taken its name from erstwhile 
Nirdeshak which was also an Indian Naval Survey 
ship and was decommissioned after 32 years of 
glorious service in Dec 2014.

PENSION RULES FOR THE FAMILIES 
OF MISSING CENTRAL GOVERNMENT 

EMPLOYEES

PROJECT NIGAH

NIRDESHAK

OPERATION NAMKEEN

VINAI KUMAR SAXENA

WHAT IS ‘STORAGE GAIN’ IN WHEAT? 

Project NIGAH is an initiative to track containers by 
using ICTM (Inland Container Depots Container Track-
ing Module) which will help in better visibility of the 
container movement inside the ICD. 

• It will help Customs to expedite long standing 
containers and monitor timely clearances, there-
by enhancing Ease of Doing Business along with 
ensuring lead preventive checks. 

• It was launched recently by the Delhi Customs 
Zone, a field formation under the Central Board 
of Indirect Taxes and Customs. 

The Department of Personnel and Training (DOPT) 
has eased pension rules for the families of missing 
Central government employees. 

• The family members would immediately get 
the pension benefits after a government em-
ployee has gone missing and not wait to get 
declared dead in government records for the 
seven-year-period. 

Significance: 
• This comes as a major relief, particularly for gov-

ernment employees serving in militancy affected 
areas like Jammu and Kashmir, Northeast as well 
as Naxal prone pockets.

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/05/07/centre-delhi-row-heads-to-constitution-bench/
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Why in News? 
• Punjab’s state procurement agencies (SPAs) are 

seeking a waiver of ‘storage gain’. This was nec-
essary because grain procured this year is both 
shrivelled and broken and therefore will not gain 
much weight. 

WORLD BEE DAY

• May 20 is observed as World Bee Day annually. 
• It was on this day in 1734 that Anton Janša, the 

pioneer of beekeeping, was born. 
• The United Nations proclaimed May 20 as World 

Bee Day in 2017. The proposal was put forth by 
Slovenia. 

Theme for 2022: “Bee Engaged: Celebrating the diver-
sity of bees and beekeeping systems”. 
Efforts by the government: 

• The National Bee Board has created four mod-
ules to impart training as part of the National 
Beekeeping and Honey Mission (NBHM) and 30 
lakh farmers have been trained in beekeeping. 
They are also being financially supported by the 
Government. 

• The Government has launched ‘Honey Mission’ 
as part of ‘Sweet Revolution’. 

• India is among the world’s top five honey pro-
ducers. According to the Economic Survey, the 
export of honey has increased by about 110 per 
cent between 2013-14 to 2019-20. 

The foreign direct investment (FDI) in the financial 
year 2021-22 has touched a “highest-ever” figure of 
$83.57 billion. 
India’s foreign investment inflows increased 20-fold 
since the financial year 2003-04 when it recorded a 
mere $4.3 billion. 

• Among the top contributors to India’s FDI in-
flow, Singapore topped the charts with a share 
of 27%  followed by the US (18%) and Mauritius 
accounting for 16%. 

• The computer software and hardware re-
mained the top sector which received the FDI 
inflow with around 25% share followed by ser-
vices sector and automobile sector getting 12% 
each. 

• Karnataka is the top recipient state with 38% 
share of the total FDI Equity inflow reported 
during the previous financial year followed by 
Maharashtra (26%) and Delhi (14%). 

It was launched recently. 
• The Portal is a single national portal for Biotech 

researchers and Start-Ups. 
• The Portal will facilitate the regulatory approval 

for biological research & development activity 
in the country and thereby extend “Ease of Sci-
ence” as well as “Ease of Doing Business”. 

Recently, the Minister for Housing and Urban Affairs 
launched the BHARAT TAP initiative at the ‘Plumbex 
India’ exhibition. This exhibition is aimed at products 
and services related to the plumbing, water, and sani-
tation industry. 
BHARAT TAP is a concept to use low flow tap and 
fixtures. 

• It will provide low-flow, sanitary-ware at scale, 
and thereby reduce water consumption at the 
source considerably. 

• It is estimated to save approximately 40% of 
water. 

• This will in turn result in water saving and ener-
gy saving due to less water and energy will be 
required for pumping, transporting, and purifi-
cation. 

FDI INFLOWS

BIORRAP

BHARAT TAP INITIATIVE
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The 12th meeting of Interpol’s Match-Fixing Task 
Force (IMFTF), in which the Central Bureau of Inves-
tigation (CBI) was one of the participants, concluded 
with a call for harmonised global efforts to curb com-
petition manipulation. 

• The members deliberated on various mech-
anisms to improve intelligence sharing “such 
as the establishment of national platforms, as 
outlined in the Macolin Convention, that cen-
tralise and analyse information on irregular and 
suspicious trends”. 

• The Council of Europe Convention on the Ma-
nipulation of Sports Competitions, known as 
the Macolin Convention, is a multilateral treaty 
aimed at checking match-fixing. It came into 
force on September 1, 2019. 

Brahmos extended range missile was recently test-
fired. 

• It was air launched from the first time from a Su-
30 MKI fighter aircraft of the Indian air force. 

• The range of this extended range Brahmos is 350 
kms compared to 290kms in the base version. 

About Brahmos: 
• The BrahMos supersonic missile is an Indo-Rus-

sian joint venture which can be launched from 
submarines, ships, aircraft or land. 

• It is a two-stage engine composed of solid pro-
pellant engine in the first stage and liquid ramjet 
in second. 

• It operates on the “Fire and Forgets” principle 
i.e it does not require further guidance after 
launch. 

Cyclone Asani, active now in the Bay of Bengal, has a 
twin — cyclone Karim — in the southern hemisphere. 
● Both were formed in the Indian Ocean region. 
● Both cyclones originated in the same longitude 
and now drifting apart. 
● Cyclone Karim has created a path in the open 
seas west of Australia. 
The name Karim was given by the South African coun-
try Seychelles. 

WHAT IS INSACOG?
UTKARSH SAMAROH

MACOLIN CONVENTION

BRAHMOS

CYCLONE KARIM

Utkarsh Samaroh was recently held  in Bharuch, Guja-
rat. 
The event commemorates the district’s 100 percent 
saturation of four main state government initiatives 
that will help give prompt financial support to individ-
uals in need. 

1. The four schemes are: 
2. Indira Gandhi Vrudh Sahay Yojana. 
3. Ganga Swaroopa Aarthik Sahay Yojana. 
4. Rashtriy Kutumb Sahay Yojana. 
5. Niradhar Vrudh Aarthik Sahay Yojana. 

Setup in 2020, the Indian SARS-CoV-2 Genomics 
Consortium (INSACOG) is jointly initiated by the Union 
Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, and Depart-
ment of Biotechnology (DBT) with Council for Scientific 
& Industrial Research (CSIR) and Indian Council of 
Medical Research (ICMR). 

• It is a consortium of 38 National Laboratories 
to monitor the genomic variations in the SARS-
CoV-2. 

• It carries out whole genome sequencing of 
SARS-CoV-2 virus across the nation, aiding in 
understanding the spread and evolution of the 
virus. 

• INSACOG also aims to focus on sequencing of 
clinical samples to understand the disease dy-
namics and severity. 
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SSR and SRIMAN Guidelines were released on the 
occasion of Technology Day. 
• Scientific Social Responsibility (SSR) is vital for 

strengthening science and society linkages for 
making S&T ecosystem responsive to societal 
needs. 

• The guidelines primarily involve bridging sci-
ence-society, science-science and society-sci-
ence gaps, thereby bringing trust, partnership 
and responsibility of science at an accelerated 
pace towards achieving social goals. 

• Scientific Research Infrastructure Sharing 
Maintenance and Networks (SRIMAN) Guide-
lines aims to promote efficient utilisation and 
wider access of Research Infrastructure (RI) to 
scientists, researchers and industry professionals 
across the country. 

SSR AND SRIMAN GUIDELINES

Launched in April this year. 
• The objective of the Mission Amrit Sarovar 

is “construction/development” of at least 75 
ponds in every district of the country. 

• As part of the initiative, each of the ponds will 
have a pondage area of minimum 1 acre (0.4 
hectares) with water holding capacity of about 
10,000 cubic metres. 

• All rural districts have been directed to develop 
at least 75 ponds, totalling about 50,000 Amrit 
Sarovars across the country. 

• The scheme also mentions that if the district is 
unable to create as many new Amrit Sarovars, 
they may take up rejuvenation of the existing 
ponds for restoring their ecological and produc-
tive utility. 

Why in News? 
75 ponds in Ghaziabad set for revival under Centre’s 
‘Amrit Sarovar’ scheme. 

“Tomato flu” cases are being detected in Kerala. 
• The flu that gets its name because of the red 

blister it causes. 
• Flu affects children below five years of age. 
• Symptoms include rashes, skin irritation and 

dehydration. 
• This flu is a self-limiting one and there is no spe-

cific drug for this. This means that the symptoms 
will resolve overtime on their own if supportive 
care is given. 

• Like other cases of flu, tomato fever is also 
contagious. “If someone is infected with this flu, 
they need to be kept in isolation as this could 
spread rapidly from one person to another. 

• The Information and Broadcasting Ministry has 
notified several sporting events as that of na-
tional importance under the Sports Broadcasting 
Signals (Mandatory Sharing with Prasar Bharati) 
Act. 

• The notification, which supersedes the earli-
er one issued in March 2021, has declared all 
Olympics Games, Commonwealth Games and 
Asian Games as events of national importance. 

The list includes sports such as cricket, tennis, hockey 
etc. 

AIM-PRIME (Program for Researchers in Innovation, 
Market Readiness, and Entrepreneurship) Playbook 
was launched by NITI Aayog. 

• The playbook is aimed at promoting early-stage 
science-based, deep technology ideas to market 
through training and guidance over a period of 
12 months using a blended learning curriculum. 

• Focus Area: Science-based, knowledge-inten-
sive, deep technology entrepreneurship. 

• Implementing Agency: Atal Innovation Mission 
has collaborated with Bill & Melinda Gates Foun-
dation (BMGF). 

WHAT IS TOMATO FLU? 

SPORTING EVENTS AS EVENTS 
OF NATIONAL IMPORTANCE

AIR PRIME PLAYBOOK

AMRIT SAROVAR MISSION
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The recent food poisoning event in Kerala that claimed 
the life of a 16-year-old girl who ate chicken shawarma 
at a restaurant was caused by Shigella germs. 
What is Shigella? 

• Shigella is a bacterial infection produced by the 
enterobacter family of bacteria and is one of the 
most common causes of diarrhoea worldwide.  

• Shigellosis is the infection it causes. 
• Infection with Shigella causes diarrhoea (occa-

sionally bloody), fever, and stomach cramps in 
the majority of patients. 

• The disease is easily transmitted through direct 
or indirect contact with the patient’s waste. 

• Antibiotics should be provided to people who 
are sick or have underlying problems. 

• The monkeypox virus is an orthopoxvirus, which 
is a genus of viruses that also includes the vari-
ola virus, which causes smallpox, and vaccinia 
virus, which was used in the smallpox vaccine. 

• Monkeypox is a zoonosis, that is, a disease that 
is transmitted from infected animals to humans. 

• Monkeypox virus infection has been detected in 
squirrels, Gambian poached rats, dormice, and 
some species of monkeys. 

• Monkeypox causes symptoms similar to small-
pox, although they are less severe. 

• While vaccination eradicated smallpox world-
wide in 1980, monkeypox continues to occur in 
a swathe of countries in Central and West Africa, 
and has on occasion showed up elsewhere. 

Why in the News? 
The U.K. health authorities have confirmed a case of 
monkeypox. 

• The first-ever recorded occurrence of the mon-
keypox virus in the U.K. was in 2018, and since 
then a handful of cases have been confirmed by 
health authorities. 

RAILTEL LAUNCHES PM-WANI BASED 
“ACCESS TO ITS WIFI ACROSS 100 

RAILWAY STATIONS”

SHIGELLA

MONKEYPOX

• What is it? It is Prime Minister Wi-Fi Access 
Network Interface (PM-WANI) scheme based 
access to Public WiFi services across 100 rail-
way stations having 2,384 WiFi hotspots in 22 
states. 

• Launched by? RailTel, a “Mini Ratna (Catego-
ry-I)” PSU, is one of the largest neutral telecom 
infrastructure providers in the country owning 
a Pan-India optic fiber network on exclusive 
Right of Way (ROW) along Railway track. It is 
under the ownership of Indian Railways. 

• How it Works? To access this WiFi network, 
android users can download the mobile app 
‘Wi-DOT’ available on Google Play Store. This 
app has been developed in close coordination 
with C-DOT. 

• PM-WANI is an ambitious program of the De-
partment of Telecom (DoT) to connect all silo 
Wi-Fi networks for ease of use and proliferate 
broadband usage for the masses. 
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The Ministry of Home Affairs has launched ‘CAPF 
Punarvaas’, through the Welfare & Rehabilitation 
Board (WARB). 

• This has been launched with an aim to facilitate 
retired Central Armed Police Force (CAPF) and 
Assam Rifle personnel to secure employment 
with private security agencies. 

• The portal will help retired personnel seeking 
re-employment to find an appropriate match by 
uploading their personal details on the WARB 
website along with their area of expertise and 
preferred employment location. 

CAPF PUNARVAAS

It is the fight for a separate Sikh state and owes its 
origins to the Punjabi Suba Movement. 

• The Akali Dal – a Sikh-dominated political par-
ty – sought to create a separate Sikh Suba or 
Province. 

• When the States Reorganization Commission, 
constituted to assess the demand for separate 
states by linguistic groups, made its recommen-
dations, it rejected the Akali Dal’s demand. 

• The state was trifurcated into Punjabi-majority 
Punjab, Hindi-majority Haryana and the Union 
Territory of Chandigarh. Some hilly regions of 
the state were merged into Himachal Pradesh. 

Why in News? 
Khalistan flags were found tied on the main entrance 
gates and walls of Himachal Pradesh legislative assem-
bly recently. 

• Slogans were also written on the walls of the 
assembly complex. The flags have now been 
removed by the administration. 

Why in News? 
According to the portal, total outstanding dues of elec-
tricity distribution companies to power producers rose 
by 4.04 per cent year-on-year to Rs 1,21,765 crore (Rs 
1.21 trillion) in May 2022. 

• DISCOMs owed a total of Rs 1,17,026 crore to 
power generation firms in May 2021. 

The paramilitary Assam Rifles recently felicitated the 
surviving soldiers of Operation Dudhi, marked in the 
country’s defence history as India’s most successful 
counter-insurgency operation more than 30 years ago. 

What is Operation Dudhi? 
A team of 15 soldiers of the Assam Rifles’ 7th Battalion 
led by Naib Subedar Padam Bahadur Chhetri had on 
May 5, 1991, gunned down 72 Pakistan-trained ex-
tremists and captured 13 others at 14,000 ft in Jammu 
& Kashmir. 

• PRAAPTI stands for- Payment Ratification And 
Analysis in Power procurement for bringing 
Transparency in Invoicing of generators. 

• The PRAAPTI portal was launched in May 2018 
to bring transparency in power purchase trans-
actions between generators and discoms. 

The Army has identified a holding formation on the 
Western front and a Strike formation on the Northern 
borders to be converted into agile Integrated Battle 
Groups (IBG). 
What are they? 

• IBGs are brigade-sized, agile, self-sufficient 
combat formations, which can swiftly launch 
strikes against adversary in case of hostilities. 

• Each IBG would be tailor-made based on Threat, 
Terrain and Task and resources will be allotted 
based on the three Ts. 

OPERATION DUDHI

INTEGRATED BATTLE GROUPS (IBGS)

PRAAPTI PORTAL

WHAT IS KHALISTAN MOVEMENT?
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Anna Jarvis (May 1, 1864 – November 24, 1948) was 
an American activist who founded Mother’s Day to 
honour her and “all mothers” in 1908. 

• While the dates vary every year, it is largely 
celebrated on the second Sunday of the month 
of May every year. 

• Because of her tireless efforts, most US states 
began honouring Mother’s Day as a regional 
holiday by the year of 1911, and West Virginia, 
Jarvis’ home state, was the first to do so in the 
year of 1910. 

Observed on 18th May every year. 
• Theme for 2022: The Power of Museums. 

Background: 
• The Day was instituted in 1977 by the Interna-

tional Council of Museums (ICOM). 
• ICOM is a membership association and a 

non-governmental organisation which estab-
lishes professional and ethical standards for 
museum activities. 

• It is the only global organisation in the museum 
field. 

• It was created in 1946 and is headquartered in 
Paris, France. 

• The ICOM Red Lists of Cultural Objects at Risk 
are practical tools to curb the illegal traffic of 
cultural objects. 

Article 49: Protect monuments, places and objects of 
artistic or historic interest which are declared to be of 
national importance. 

• It was launched in 2017 to achieve the target of 
25% relative reduction in prevalence of raised 
blood pressure. 

• The project aims to accelerate implementation 
of quality hypertension treatment for over 15 
crore people. 

• Launched by the Health Ministry, the Indian 
Council of Medical Research, State Govern-
ments, and WHO. 

What is Hypertension? 
Hypertension is defined as having systolic blood 
pressure level greater than or equal to 140 mmHg or 
diastolic blood pressure level greater than or equal to 
90 mmHg or/and taking anti-hypertensive medication 
to lower his/her blood pressure. 

Did you know? 
Nearly 23% out of 2.1 million Indians have uncon-
trolled blood pressure. 
India has committed to a “25 by 25” goal, which aims 
to reduce premature mortality due to non-communi-
cable diseases (NCDs) by 25% by 2025. 

ANNA JARVIS

INTERNATIONAL MUSEUM DAY 2022

INDIA HYPERTENSION 
CONTROL INITIATIVE

• They need to be light so they will be low on 
logistics and they will be able to mobilise within 
12-48 hrs based on the location. 

Their structure: 
While a Command is the largest static formation of the 
Army spread across a defined geography, a Corps is 
the largest mobile formation. Typically, each Corps has 
about three Divisions. The idea is to reorganise them 
into IBGs which are Brigade sized units but have all the 
essential elements like infantry, armoured, artillery 
and air defence embedded together. 
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Retinoblastoma is the most common cancer in the eye 
(malignant tumor) in small children. 

• It can occur in one or both eyes and may be 
hereditary or sporadic. 

• It can be life-threatening as well as take away 
vision if not treated timely. 

Symptoms: 
• White Reflex in the eye: Pupil that looks white 

or yellow instead of red when light hits it. 
• Squinting: A crossed eye, looking either toward 

the nose or towards the ear. 
• Poor vision with or without WR. The eye may be 

red or painful also. 
Disease burden in India: 
Nearly 1,500-2,000 children are diagnosed with retino-
blastoma every year in India. 

• Celebrated annually on 20 May globally. 
• The day is observed on the anniversary of sign-

ing the famous Metre Convention in the year 
1875 in Paris, France. 

• Theme for 2022: Metrology in the Digital Era. 
• The Day is organised jointly by The International 

Organization of Legal Metrology (OIML) and Bu-
reau International des Poids et Mesures (BIPM). 

Metre Convention: 
• It was signed in Paris on 20 May 1875 by repre-

sentatives of 17 nations. 
• The treaty created the International Bureau of 

Weights and Measures (BIPM), an intergovern-
mental organization under the authority of the 
General Conference on Weights and Measures 
(CGPM) and the supervision of the International 
Committee for Weights and Measures (CIPM). 

• The Convention was signed in Paris on 20 May 
1875 by representatives of seventeen nations. 

• It aims to set the framework for collaboration in 
science and measurements globally. 

• Metrology is called the scientific study of mea-
surement. 

• India’s men’s badminton team won the Thomas 
Cup title for the first time ever defeating Indo-
nesia. 

• The tournament was held in Bangkok (Thai-
land). 

• It is a 16-nation team event (teams represent-
ing member countries of the Badminton World 
Federation (BWF)). 

• The championships have been conducted every 
two years since 1982. 

• It was started by England Player Sir George Alan 
Thomas. 

WORLD RETINOBLASTOMA 
AWARENESS WEEK (MAY 15 TO 21)

THOMAS CUP

WORLD METROLOGY DAY 2022
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The World Bank has granted USD 350 million for Gu-
jarat’s “Systems Reform Endeavors for Transformed 
Health Achievement,” or the SRESTHA-G initiative. 

• This project aims on transforming key health 
delivery systems in Gujarat. 

• It will also focus on the disease surveillance 
systems’ capacity. 

These are two indigenous warships of the Indian Navy 
launched recently at Mazgaon Docks Limited, Mumbai. 
Surat is a Project 15B Destroyer and Udaygiri is a Proj-
ect 17A Frigate. 

• The Project 15B class of ships are the next gen-
eration stealth guided missile destroyers of the 
Indian Navy being built at the Mazgaon Docks 
Ltd, Mumbai. 

India will be taking part in the First International Mi-
gration Review Forum being held under the auspices 
of the General Assembly at the United Nations in New 
York from 17th to 20th of May. 

• It will serve as the primary inter-governmental 
global platform to review the progress made 
at the local, national, regional and global levels 
in implementing the Global Compact for Safe, 
Orderly and Regular Migration (GCM). 

The President, who is on a historic visit to Jamaica 
will inaugurate a street named after Dr. Babasaheb 
Ambedkar and a garden dedicated to India-Jamaica 
friendship. 

• He has also become the first Indian President to 
visit Jamaica. 

• Jamaica is an island country situated in the 
Caribbean Sea. 

Despite the fact that the La Nina episodes of 2020-
2022 momentarily lowered global average tempera-
tures, 2021 was still one of the seven warmest years 
on record, according to six key worldwide datasets 
compiled by the World Meteorological Organization. 

Average global temperature: 
• The average global temperature in 2021 was 

about 1.11 (± 0.13) °C above the pre-industrial 
(1850-1900) levels. 

• 2021 is the 7th consecutive year (2015-2021) 
where global temperature has been over 1°C 
above pre-industrial levels. 

What added to the average global warming? 
• 2016 Strong El Niño event. 
• Increased greenhouse gas concentrations. 
• Ocean heat content. 
• Ocean pH. 
• Global mean sea level. 
• Glacial mass and sea ice extent. 

SRESTHA-G PROJECT

SURAT AND UDAYGIRI

FIRST INTERNATIONAL 
MIGRATION REVIEW FORUM

FIRST INDIAN PRESIDENT 
TO VISIT JAMAICA

2021 ONE OF THE SEVEN 
WARMEST YEARS ON RECORD
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Devasahayam was recommended for the process of 
Beatification by the Vatican in 2004. 

• With the completion of the process, Devasaha-
yam pillai, who took the name “Lazarus” after 
embracing Christianity in 1745, on may 15th be-
came first Indian layman to be declared a saint 
by Pope Francis during an impressive canonisa-
tion ceremony at the Vatican. 

 Where abouts of Devasahayam: 
• Devasahayam was born on April 23, 1712, as 

Neelakanta Pillai into a Hindu Nair family, at 
Nattalam in Kanyakumari district, which was part 
of the erstwhile Travancore kingdom. 

• He was an official in the court of Travancore’s 
Maharaja Marthanda Varma when he was in-
structed into the Catholic faith by a Dutch naval 
commander. 

• “Lazarus” or “Devasahayam” in Malayalam, 
translates to “God is my help”. 

Luna is the sister cryptocurrency of algorithmic stable-
coin Terra. 

• Stablecoins are tokens pegged to the value of 
a government-backed currency such as the US 
dollar or commodities like gold or silver. 

• Tether (USDT) and USD Coin (USDC) are the two 
leading stablecoins. 

Why in News? 
The sudden drop in the value of Luna, which has ren-
dered it nearly useless, has sent shockwaves through 
the cryptocurrency market, with experts comparing 
the crypto market disaster to the 2008 financial crisis. 

Recently, the Ministry of Communications has 
launched the “GatiShakti Sanchar” portal for Cen-
tralised Right of Way (RoW) approvals. 

• It has been launched in line with the PM 
GatiShakti National Master Plan. 

• The portal has been developed keeping in view 
the vision areas of the National Broadband Mis-
sion, which is majorly about providing broad-
band infrastructure to every citizen. 

• The portal shall act as an enabler to the objec-
tive of “Ease of doing business” for telecommu-
nications infrastructure works. 

About PM GatiShakti: read this. 

• National Cyber Forensic Laboratory’ (NCFL) was 
inaugurated on the premises of the Central Fo-
rensic Science Laboratory (CFSL) in Hyderabad. 

• The NCFL plans to expedite the resolution of 
cybercrime cases in the country. 

A vaccine for eastern equine encephalitis virus (EEEV), 
western equine encephalitis virus (WEEV), and Ven-
ezuelan equine encephalitis virus (VEEV) was found 
to be safe, well-tolerated and induced a neutralising 
antibody response in adult volunteers. 
Encephalitis: 

• It is a rare condition in which the tissues in the 
brain become inflamed. 

• Encephalitis is usually caused by a viral infec-
tion and also be caused by bacterial or parasitic 
infections, cancer, or certain drugs or toxins. 

• EEEV, WEEV and VEEV are spread to humans 
through the bites of infected mosquitoes. 

• Horses are also susceptible to infection, but 
horses cannot transmit the viruses directly to 
humans.

DEVASAHAYAM PILLAI BECOMES FIRST 
INDIAN LAYMAN TO BE DECLARED 

VACCINE AGAINST 3 ENCEPHALITIS 
VIRUSES FOUND SAFE, EFFECTIVE

LUNA CRYPTOCURRENCY

GATISHAKTI SANCHAR PORTAL

NATIONAL CYBER FORENSIC 
LABORATORY (NCFL)

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/01/19/pm-gatishakti-national-master-plan-2/
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WARDEC is a prototype name given to the ‘Wargame 
Research and Development Centre’ to be developed 
in New Delhi. 

• It will be a first-of-its-kind simulation-based 
training centre in India that will use artificial 
intelligence (AI) to design virtual reality warga-
mes. 

• It will be developed by the Army Training Com-
mand and Gandhinagar-based Rashtriya Raksha 
University (RRU).  

• It will be used by the Army to train its soldiers 
and test their strategies through “metaverse-en-
abled gameplay”. 

• In 2019-20, among different employment 
categories, the highest percentage was self-em-
ployed workers followed by regular salaried 
workers and casual workers. 

• The country’s unemployment rate is 4.8% 
(2019-20), and the worker population ratio is 
46.8%. 

• In the area of health infrastructure, there has 
been a considerable improvement in increasing 
the infrastructural capacity with a targeted focus 
on rural areas. 

Recently, the ‘State of Inequality in India’ Report was 
released by the Economic Advisory Council to the 
Prime Minister (EAC-PM). 

Highlights of the Report: 
• The share of the top 1% accounts for 6-7% of 

the total incomes earned while the top 10% 
accounts for one-third of all incomes earned.

According to a new estimate published in The Lancet, 
lower respiratory illness caused by respiratory syncy-
tial virus (RSV) caused more than 1,00,000 fatalities in 
children under the age of five in 2019. 

• RSV is the most common cause of acute lower 
respiratory infection in young children. 

• It infects the nose, throat, lungs, and breathing 
passages. 

• RSV spreads through contact with respiratory 
droplets (coughing, sneezing, or kissing) from an 
infected person. 

• An antiviral drug called palivizumab (pah-lih-
VIH-zu-mahb) is available to prevent severe RSV 
illness.

• The child online safety toolkit, scripted and put 
together by the Britain-based NGO 5Rights, was 
released recently. 

• It works to ensure that children’s rights and 
needs are prioritised in the digital world. 

• The toolkit provides a practical and accessible 
roadmap to create a digital world where chil-
dren and young people “are safe and fulfilled”. 

PROJECT WARDEC
SURAT AND UDAYGIRI

THE STATE OF INEQUALITY 
IN INDIA REPORT

RESPIRATORY SYNCYTIAL 
VIRUS (RSV)

CHILD ONLINE SAFETY TOOLKIT
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Sports journalism will step into its 100th year of exis-
tence in Assam on July 1 in 2022. 

• It was on July 1 of 1923 that the first-ever sports 
news was published in the newspaper named 
‘Asomiya’. 

• It marked a new era of news publication in As-
sam and sports news has since been published 
in all the print, electronic and digital media pub-
lished and telecast from Assam. 

The Dean of Madurai Medical College was removed 
on May 1 after a batch of new students were admin-
istered an oath in Sanskrit attributed to the ancient 
Indian sage Maharshi Charaka instead of the tradition-
al Hippocratic Oath in English. 

What is Charaka Shapath? 
Charaka Shapath or Charaka oath, is a passage from 
the Charaka Samhita, a text on Indian traditional 
medicine Ayurveda in Sanksrit, from 1st-2nd centu-
ries AD. It is a guideline, like dos and donts, by a teach-
er to fresh medical students. 

What is Hippocratic Oath? 
It is an oath of ethics taken by physicians and has been 
widely used. It is attributed to the Greek physician 
Hippocrates. It was written in Greek in the 4th-5th 
centuries BC. 

What’s the issue? 
The oath was administered in Sanskrit. It had triggered 
a controversy, coming as it did amidst an already brew-
ing language row and Tamil Nadu’s tensions with the 
Centre. 

100 YEARS OF SPORTS 
JOURNALISM IN ASSAM

CHARAK SHAPATH
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