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1. Polity 
 
1) Consider the following statements regarding Model Code of Conduct. 
 1. The Model Code of Conduct is a set of norms which has been evolved with the consensus of political 
parties. 
 2. The Model Code of Conduct is enforced from the date of announcement of election schedule by the 
Election Commission and is operational till the process of elections are completed. 
 3. It is applicable only during general elections and not during bye-elections. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
What is the Model Code of Conduct? 
• The Model Code of Conduct for guidance of political parties and candidates is a set of norms which has been 
evolved with the consensus of political parties who have consented to abide by the principles embodied in the 
said code and also binds them to respect and observe it in its letter and spirit. 
 
From which date the Model Code of Conduct is enforced and operational upto which date? 
• The Model Code of Conduct is enforced from the date of announcement of election schedule by the Election 
Commission and is operational till the process of elections are completed. 
 
What is applicability of code during general elections and bye-elections? 
• During general elections to House of People (Lok Sabha), the code is applicable throughout the country. 
• During general elections to the Legislative Assembly (Vidhan Sabha), the code is applicable in the entire State. 
• During bye-elections, in case the constituency is comprised in State Capital/Metropolitan Cities/Municipal 
Corporations, then the code would be applicable in the area of concerned Constituency only.  
In all other cases the MCC would be enforced in the entire district(s) covering the Constituency going for bye-
election(s). 
 
2) Consider the following statements regarding the Speaker of Lok Sabha. 
 1. While the office of speaker is vacant, the duties of the office shall be performed by the deputy speaker. 
 2. He may be removed from his office by a resolution of the house of the people passed by majority of all 
the then members of the house. 
 3. He may at any time resign by writing his resignation to the President of India. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
While the office of Speaker is vacant, the duties of the office shall be performed by the Deputy Speaker or, if 
the office of Deputy Speaker is also vacant, by such member of the House of the People as the President may 
appoint for the purpose. 
 
A member holding office as Speaker or Deputy Speaker of the House of the People — 
  
(a) shall vacate his office if he ceases to be a member of the House of the People; 
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(b) may at any time, by writing under his hand addressed, if such member is the Speaker, to the Deputy Speaker, 
and if such member is the Deputy Speaker, to the Speaker, resign his office; and 
  
(c) may be removed from his office by a resolution of the House of the People passed by a majority of all the 
then members of the House. 
 
3) Consider the following statements 

1. Most of the Fundamental rights do not require any legislation for their implementation whereas 
directive principles require legislation for their implementation. 
2. Fundamental rights are negative as they prohibit the state from doing certain things whereas directive 
principles are positive as they require the State to do certain things to be in line with the concept of the 
‘Welfare State’ 

Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 
 Solution: d) 
 

 

 
 
4) Which one of the following writs means ‘you may have the body’? 
 a) Mandamus 
 b) Quo Warranto 
 c) Habeas Corpus 
 d) Certiorari  
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Habeas Corpus is an Act of Parliament, still in force today, which ensures that no one can be imprisoned 
unlawfully. Literally translated, 'habeas corpus' means 'you may have the body' (if legal procedures are satisfied). 
 
5) Which of the following provisions need the consent of states for amendment in the constitution? 
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1. Election of the President and its manner 
2. Power of Parliament to amend the Constitution and its procedure  
3. Representation of states in Parliament 

Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 2 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
Those provisions of the Constitution which are related to the federal structure of the polity can be amended by a 
special majority of the Parliament and also with the consent of half of the state legislatures by a simple majority. 
 
The following provisions can be amended in this way: 
1. Election of the President and its manner. 
2. Extent of the executive power of the Union and the states. 
3. Supreme Court and High courts. 
4. Distribution of legislative powers between the Union and the states. 
5. Any of the lists in the Seventh Schedule. 
6. Representation of states in Parliament. 
7. Power of Parliament to amend the Constitution and its procedure (Article 368 itself). 
 
6) Which of the following statements about a bill for amendment of the constitution of India is/are correct? 
 1. The State legislatures cannot initiate any bill for amendment of the Constitution of India. 
 2. The previous sanction of the president of India is not required for introducing any bill in the parliament 
for amendment of the Constitution of India. 
 3. Joint sitting can be resorted to for passing a bill amending the Constitution of India. 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
An amendment of the Constitution can be initiated only by the introduction of a Bill in either House of 
Parliament. The Bill must then be passed in each House by a majority of the total membership of that House and 
by a majority of not less than two-thirds of the members of that House present and voting. This is known as 
special majority. There is no provision for a joint sitting in case of disagreement between the two Houses.  
 
7) Consider the following important parts of the constitution and the subject that they deal with: 
 1. Part V: The States  
 2. Part IV: Fundamental Rights  
 3. Part XI: Relations between the Union and the States  
Select the correct answer code:  
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 3 only 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 

Part III Fundamental Rights Art. 12 to 35 
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Part IV Directive Principles Art. 36 to 51 

Part V The Union Art. 52 to 151 

Part VI The States Art. 152 to 237 

Part XI Relations between the Union and the States Art. 245 to 263 

 
8) Which one of the following terms represents the maxim, ‘no man/person shall be condemned unheard’? 
 a) Non bis in idem 
 b) Audi Alteram Partem 
 c) Autrefois convict 
 d) Autrefois acquit 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
The Latin maxim, 'Audi Alteram Partem' is the principle of natural justice where every person gets a chance of 
being heard. The meaning of the maxim itself says no person shall be condemned unheard. Hence, no case or 
judgment can be decided without listening to the point of another party. 
 
9) Consider the following statements 

1. The Rajya Sabha represents both the states and union territories of the Indian Union. 
2. The representatives of states in the Rajya Sabha are elected by the members of state legislative 
assemblies and councils. 

Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
Solution: b) 

 
The Rajya Sabha is the Upper House and the Lok Sabha is the Lower House. The former represents the states and 
union territories of the Indian Union, while the latter represents the people of India as a whole. 
The representatives of states in the Rajya Sabha are elected by the elected members of state legislative 
assemblies. The election is held in accordance with the system of proportional representation by means of the 
single transferable vote. 
 
10) The issue whether section 377 of the IPC is violative of Articles 21, 14 and 15 of the Constitution of India, was 

decided in which of the following cases? 
 a) Vishaka vs. State of Rajasthan 
 b) Shreya Singhal vs. Union of India 
 c) Naz Foundations vs. Government of NCT of Delhi and others 
 d) Shayara Bano vs. Union of India 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Naz Foundation v. Govt. of NCT of Delhi is a landmark Indian case decided by a two-judge bench of the Delhi High 
Court, which held that treating consensual homosexual sex between adults as a crime is a violation 
of fundamental rights protected by India's Constitution. The verdict resulted in the decriminalization of 
homosexual acts involving consenting adults throughout India. 
 
The Court located the rights to dignity and privacy within the right to life and liberty guaranteed by Article 21. The 
Court also held that Section 377 offends the guarantee of equality enshrined in Article 14.  
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11) 69th Constitutional Amendment Act is related to 
 a) Granting Representative form of government for the NCT of Delhi 
 b) Disqualification on grounds of defection 
 c) Constitutional status and protection to cooperative societies 
 d) Granting statehood after Nagaland and Arunachal Pradesh 
 

Solution: a) 
 
The 69th Constitutional Amendment passed in 1991 through which Article 239 AA was added to the Constitution. 
The amendment envisioned a representative form of government for the NCT of Delhi which until then was just 
known as Delhi administration, with officers reporting directly to the lieutenant governor (LG). 
 
It was only after the 1991 constitutional amendment was passed that Parliament enacted the NCT of Delhi Act 
1991 based on the constitutional mandate.  
 
12) Consider the following statements. 
 1. The Constitution has mandated a federal balance wherein independence of a certain required degree is 
assured to the State Governments. 
 2. A balanced federal structure mandates that the States enjoy freedom without any unsolicited 
interference from the Central Government with respect matters which exclusively fall within State’s domain. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: c) 

 
In State of NCT of Delhi vs Union of India judgment the Supreme Court held, “The Constitution has mandated a 
federal balance wherein independence of a certain required degree is assured to the State Governments.” 

 
A balanced federal structure mandates that the Union does not usurp all powers and the States enjoy freedom 
without any unsolicited interference from the Central Government with respect matters which exclusively fall 
within their domain. 
 
13) Which of the following are the provisions related to Money Bill? 
 1. Imposition, abolition, remission, alteration or regulation of any tax. 

2. Appropriation of moneys out of the consolidated fund of India. 
 3. Imposition of fines by local authority for local purpose. 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
  

Solution: b) 
 
According to the Constitution, a money bill contains the imposition, abolition, remission, alteration or 
regulation of any tax. 
But the imposition of local taxes doesn’t come under the purview of the money bill. 
 
The regulation of the borrowing of money by the Union government also comes under its ambit. The payment of 
moneys into or the withdrawal of moneys from Consolidated Fund or the Contingency Fund of India also come 
under this bill. 
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14) Which one of the following is not an Indian form of Socialism? 
 a) Nehruvian Socialism 
 b) Democratic Socialism 
 c) Radical Socialism 
 d) Communitarian Socialism 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
Socialism in India is a political movement founded early in the 20th century, as a part of the broader movement 
to gain Indian independence from colonial rule. 
 
However, it remains a potent influence on Indian politics, with many national and regional political parties 
espousing democratic socialism. 
 
Small socialist revolutionary groups arose in India in the aftermath of the Russian Revolution. The Communist 
Party of India was established in 1925, but socialism as an ideology gained a nationwide appeal after it was 
endorsed by leaders such as Jawaharlal Nehru. 
 
15) Consider the following statements. 
 1. Committee on Estimates is an Ad hoc committee of the Parliament. 
 2. Committee on Railways is a Department-related Standing Committee. 
 3. Committee on Railway Convention is a Standing committee of the Parliament. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2 only 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
The Parliamentary committees are of two kinds – standing or permanent committees and ad hoc committees. The 
former are elected or appointed periodically and they work on a continuous basis. The latter are created on an ad 
hoc basis as the need arises and they are dissolved after they complete the task assigned to them. 
 
The committee on Estimates is a Financial standing committee consisting of 30 members, elected every year by 
the Lok Sabha from amongst its Members. 
 
Committee on Railways is a Department-related Standing Committee. 
 
Railway Convention Committee is an Ad hoc Committee. 
 
16) The Constitution of India provides which of the following protection for Minorities? 
 1. Any section of the citizens residing in the territory of India having a distinct language, script or culture 
of its own have the right to conserve the same. 
 2. All minorities, whether based on religion or language, have the right to establish and administer 
educational institutions of their choice. 
 3.  A Special Officer for linguistic minorities has been appointed by the President. 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
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What does the Constitution say about minorities? 
* Article 29, which deals with the “Protection of interests of minorities”, says that “any section of the citizens 
residing in the territory of India or any part thereof having a distinct language, script or culture of its own shall 
have the right to conserve the same” 
 
* Article 30 deals with the “right of minorities to establish and administer educational institutions”. 
It says that all minorities, whether based on religion or language, shall have the right to establish and administer 
educational institutions of their choice.  
 
* Article 350(A) says there shall be a Special Officer for linguistic minorities to be appointed by the President.  
 
Source 
 
17) Consider the following statements. 
 1. In Lok Sabha and state legislatures, the President and Governor respectively sets the date for the 
election of the Speaker. 
 2. The Constitution specifies that the Speaker should be elected within 6 months from the formation of 
new Government.  
 3. Usually, the Speaker comes from the ruling party.  
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2, 3 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
The Constitution specifies offices like those of the President, Vice President, Chief Justice of India, and 
Comptroller and Auditor General of India, as well as Speakers and Deputy Speakers. Article 93 for Lok Sabha and 
Article 178 for state Assemblies state that these Houses “shall, as soon as may be”, choose two of its members to 
be Speaker and Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Constitution neither sets a time limit nor specifies the process for these elections. It leaves it to the 
legislatures to decide how to hold these elections. In Lok Sabha and state legislatures, the President/Governor 
sets a date for the election of the Speaker. The legislators of the respective Houses vote to elect one among 
themselves to these offices. 
 
Usually, the Speaker comes from the ruling party. In the case of the Deputy Speaker of Lok Sabha, the position 
has varied over the years. 
 
18) Consider the following statements regarding Right to be forgotten. 
 1. The right to be forgotten is the right to have information about a person removed from public access.  
 2. The supportive argument for this right is that Persons cannot be perpetually stigmatised for past 
conduct. 
 3. The Supreme Court recognised the right to be forgotten as being under the ambit of the right to privacy 
under the Constitution. 
 4. The right to be forgotten is subject to reasonable restrictions. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2, 3 
 b) 1, 3, 4 
 c) 2, 3, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
 Solution: d) 
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The right to be forgotten is, generally, the right to have information about a person removed from public access. 
The proponents argue that individuals should be able to determine the development of their life in an 
autonomous way. Persons cannot be perpetually stigmatised for past conduct. 
 
In 2017, the Supreme Court recognised the right to be forgotten as being under the ambit of the right to privacy 
(specifically, informational privacy) under the Constitution. It observed that if someone desired to remove 
personal data from the virtual space, it ought to be respected. However, the right to be forgotten was subject to 
reasonable restrictions based on countervailing rights such as free speech.  
 
19) Article 19(1) of the Constitution of India, as it stands amended includes which of the following? 
 1. To move freely throughout the territory of India. 
 2. Freedom of Speech and Expression 
 3. Assemble peacefully and without arms 
 4. To acquire and dispose property. 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 2, 3 
 c) 1, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4  
 
 Solution: b) 
 
Article 19(1) of the Constitution of India guarantees six fundamental freedoms to every citizen of India, namely- 

• Freedom of speech and expression; 

• Freedom to assemble peacefully and without arms; 

• Freedom to form associations, unions or co-operative societies; 

• Freedom to move freely throughout the territory of India; 

• Freedom to reside and settle in any part of the territory of India, and 

• Freedom to practice any profession, or to carry on any occupation, trade or business.  
 
Earlier Article 19(1) provided for seven fundamental freedoms i.e. Clause(f) provided for the freedom to hold and 
acquire property which was deleted by the Constitution (Forty-Fourth Amendment) Act, 1978. 
 
20) Under Article 19(2) of the Indian constitution, the legislature can impose certain restrictions on free speech in 

the interests of  
 1. Security of the State 
 2. Friendly relations with foreign States 
 3. Contempt of court 
 4. Incitement to an offence 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 3 
 b) 1, 2, 4 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
Under Indian law, the freedom of speech and of the press do not confer an absolute right to express one's 
thoughts freely. Clause (2) of Article 19 of the Indian constitution enables the legislature to impose certain 
restrictions on free speech under following heads: 
I. security of the State, 
II. friendly relations with foreign States, 
III. public order, 
IV. decency and morality, 
V. contempt of court, 
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VI. defamation, 
VII. incitement to an offence, and 
VIII. sovereignty and integrity of India. 
 
21) Consider the following statements regarding Indian Councils Act, 1861. 
 1. It initiated the process of decentralization by restoring the legislative powers to the Bombay and 
Madras Presidencies. 

2. It empowered the Viceroy to issue ordinances without the concurrence of the legislative council during 
an emergency. 
3. It provided for the establishment of new legislative councils for Bengal, North-Western Frontier 
Province (NWFP) and Mysore. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
Indian Councils Act, 1861: 
It initiated the process of decentralisation by restoring the legislative powers to the Bombay and Madras 
Presidencies. It thus reversed the centralising tendency that started from the Regulating Act of 1773 and reached 
its climax under the Charter Act of 1833.  
It also provided for the establishment of new legislative councils for Bengal, North-Western Frontier Province 
(NWFP) and Punjab, which were established in 1862, 1866 and 1897 respectively.  
It empowered the Viceroy to issue ordinances, without the concurrence of the legislative council, during an 
emergency. The life of such an ordinance was six months.  
 
22) Consider the following statements regarding Government of India Act of 1919. 
 1. It introduced, for the first time, bicameralism and direct elections in the country. 

2. It separated, for the first time, provincial budgets from the Central budget and authorised the 
provincial legislatures to enact their budgets. 
3. It relaxed the central control over the provinces by demarcating and separating the central and 
provincial subjects. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
Features of Government of India Act of 1919: 
It introduced, for the first time, bicameralism and direct elections in the country. Thus, the Indian Legislative 
Council was replaced by a bicameral legislature consisting of an Upper House (Council of State) and a Lower 
House (Legislative Assembly). 
It relaxed the central control over the provinces by demarcating and separating the central and provincial 
subjects. 
It separated, for the first time, provincial budgets from the Central budget and authorized the provincial 
legislatures to enact their budgets. 
 
23) The notion of ‘Freedom’, in a society, implies 
 1. Absence of external constraints 

2. Expanding the ability of people to develop their creativity and capabilities 
 3. All decisions are made collectively 
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Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
WHAT IS FREEDOM? A simple answer to the question ‘what is freedom’ is absence of constraints. Freedom is said 
to exist when external constraints on the individual are absent. In terms of this definition an individual could be 
considered free if he/she is not subject to external controls or coercion and is able to make independent decisions 
and act in an autonomous way. However, absence of constraints is only one dimension of freedom. Freedom is 
also about expanding the ability of people to freely express themselves and develop their potential. Freedom in 
this sense is the condition in which people can develop their creativity and capabilities. 
 
Both these aspects of freedom — the absence of external constraints as well as the existence of conditions in 
which people can develop their talents — are important. A free society would be one which enables all its 
members to develop their potential with the minimum of social constraints. 
No individual living in society can hope to enjoy total absence of any kind of constraints or restrictions. It becomes 
necessary then to determine which social constraints are justified and which are not, which are acceptable and 
which should be removed. 
 
It implies that freedom can be a component of only democratic societies, but it is not true. Even autocratic 
societies have some sense of freedom. 
Moreover, in order to be free, an individual should be able to make decisions individually, with a support of 
collective decision-making in which no one individual dominates the others. 
 
24) Which of these constitutional provision(s) aim at protecting the linguistic interests of minorities in the states? 
 1. President can direct the official recognition of a minority language in the state. 

2. President can direct the government to provide compulsory financial grants and reservation in public 
jobs to such minorities. 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
When the President (on a demand being made) is satisfied that a substantial proportion of the population of a 
state desire the use of any language spoken by them to be recognised by that state, then he may direct that such 
language shall also be officially recognised in that state.  
 
Statement 2: There is no such provision for reservation in constitution.  
 
25) Which of the following were the major points of the Objectives Resolution introduced in the Constituent 

Assembly? 
 1. All powers and authority of sovereign and independent India shall flow from the Constitution. 

2. Territories forming the Union shall be autonomous units and exercise all powers and functions of the 
Government except those assigned to the Union. 
3. All people of India shall be guaranteed and secured equality of status and opportunities along with 
equality before law. 

Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2 only 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/


INSTA STATIC QUIZ 

www.insightsonindia.com                           12                                                                                  

 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 

• Territories forming the Union shall be autonomous units and exercise all powers and functions of the 
Government except those assigned to the Union.  

• All powers and authority of sovereign and independent India shall flow from its people based on the 
doctrine of popular sovereignty.   

• As per the resolution, all people of India shall be guaranteed and secured social, economic and political 
justice; equality of status and opportunities and equality before law; and fundamental freedoms – of speech, 
expression, belief, faith, worship, vocation, association and action – subject to law and public morality.  
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2. Geography 
 
1) Consider the following pairs of minor plates and their locations: 
 1. Nazca plate : Between the Philippine and Indian plate 

2. Philippine plate : Between the Asiatic and Pacific plate 
3. Caroline plate : Between South America and Pacific plate 

Which of the above pairs is/are correctly matched? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2 only 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
Some important minor plates are listed below: 
(i) Cocos plate : Between Central America and Pacific plate 
(ii) Nazca plate : Between South America and Pacific plate 
(iii) Arabian plate : Mostly the Saudi Arabian landmass 
(iv) Philippine plate : Between the Asiatic and Pacific plate 
(v) Caroline plate : Between the Philippine and Indian plate (North of New Guinea) 
(vi) Fuji plate : North-east of Australia. 
 
2) Individual lava flows are normally only a few feet thick, but over a long period of time, repeated flows may 

build up a volcano. Such volcanoes are known as 
 a) Composite volcano 
 b) Strato volcano 
 c) Shield volcano 
 d) Cinder-cone volcano 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
A shield volcano is formed by the eruption of highly fluid (low viscosity) lava, which travels farther and forms 
thinner flows than the more viscous lava erupted from a stratovolcano. Repeated eruptions result in the steady 
accumulation of broad sheets of lava, building up the shield volcano's distinctive form. 
 
3) Consider the following statements regarding Dharwar rock System. 
 1. They are the oldest rocks. 
 2. They are the oldest metamorphosed rocks. 
 3. They are economically important rocks. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
The Archean system is the oldest rock system. 
 
Dharwar System: 
• Formation period ranges from 4 billion years ago to – 1 billion years ago. 
• Highly metamorphosed sedimentary rock-system. [formed due to metamorphosis of sediments of Archaean 
gneisses and schists]. 
• They are the oldest metamorphosed rocks. 
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• Found in abundance in the Dharwar district of Karnataka. 
• Economically the most important rocks because they possess valuable minerals like high grade iron-ore, 
manganese, copper, lead, gold, etc. 
 
4) Isohalines are lines joining equal 
 a) Pressure 
 b) Rainfall 
 c) Temperature 
 d) Salinity 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
Isohalines are lines (or contours) that join points of equal salinity in an aquatic system.  
 
5) Consider the following statements regarding Acidic Rocks. 
 1. These rocks are poor in silica. 
 2. These rocks cools fast and it does not spread far away. 
 3. Granite, quartz and feldspar are the examples of Acidic Rocks. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2 only 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Acidic Rocks 
• Acidic rocks are characterised by high content of silica (quartz and feldspar) — up to 80 per cent. 
• The rest is divided among aluminium, alkalis, magnesium, iron oxide, lime etc. 
• These rocks have a lesser content of heavier minerals like iron and magnesium. Hence, they are less dense and 
are lighter in colour than basic rocks. 
• These rocks constitute the sial portion of the crust. 
• Due to the excess of silicon, acidic magma cools fast, and it does not flow and spread far away. 
• High mountains are formed of this type of rock. 
• Granite, quartz and feldspar are typical examples. 
 
6) Consider the following statements. 
 1. Western Ghats are comparatively higher in elevation than the Eastern Ghats. 
 2. Western Ghats are more discontinuous than the Eastern Ghats and are highly eroded. 
 3. Javadi hills, the Palconda range and the Nallamala hills are part of Western Ghats. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
Western Ghats are locally known by different names such as Sahyadri in Maharashtra, Nilgiri hills in Karnataka 
and Tamil Nadu and Anaimalai hills and Cardamom hills in Kerala. Western Ghats are comparatively higher in 
elevation and more continuous than the Eastern Ghats. 
 
Eastern Ghats comprising the discontinuous and low hills are highly eroded by the rivers such as the Mahanadi, 
the Godavari, the Krishna, the Kaveri, etc. Some of the important ranges include the Javadi hills, the Palconda 
range, the Nallamala hills, the Mahendragiri hills, etc.  
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The Eastern and the Western Ghats meet each other at the Nilgiri hills.  
 
7) Consider the following statements regarding the Winter Solstice: 

1. It is the day when the North Pole is most tilted away from the Sun. 
2. The Sun is directly overhead of the Tropic of Capricorn in the Southern Hemisphere. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 

Solution: c) 
 
Winter Solstice: 

• Winter Solstice (usually 21st or 22nd December) is the shortest day of the year in the Northern Hemisphere. 
In the Southern Hemisphere, conversely it is Summer Solstice, the year’s longest day. 

• The winter solstice happens every year when the Sun reaches its most southerly declination of -23.5 degrees. 

• It is when the North Pole is tilted farthest away from the Sun, delivering the fewest hours of sunlight of the 
year. 

• The Sun is directly overhead of the Tropic of Capricorn in the Southern Hemisphere. 

 
 
8) Which of the following are the resultant of the El Nino effect? 

 1. Irregularities in the evaporation of sea water 
 2. Distortion of equatorial atmospheric circulation 
 3. Reduction in the amount of planktons which reduces the number of fish in the sea. 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
EI-Nino is merely an extension of the warm equatorial current which gets replaced temporarily by cold Peruvian 
current or Humboldt Current. This current increases the temperature of water on the Peruvian coast by 10°C.This 
results in: 
• the distortion of equatorial atmospheric circulation; 
• irregularities in the evaporation of sea water; 
• reduction in the amount of planktons which further reduces the number of fish in the sea. 
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9) Ten degree channel is found between 
 a) South Andaman and Little Andaman 
 b) North Andaman and Middle Andaman 
 c) Little Andaman and Car Nicobar 
 d) Car Nicobar and Great Nicobar 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
The Ten Degree Channel is a channel that separates the Andaman Islands and Nicobar Islands from each other in 
the Bay of Bengal. 
 

 
 
10) Consider the following statements: 

1. An area drained by a river and its tributaries is called a drainage basin. 
2. The rivers originating from the Amarkantak hills follow the trellis drainage pattern. 

 3. The boundary line separating one drainage basin from the other is known as the watershed.  
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
When the rivers originate from a hill and flow in all directions, the drainage pattern is known as ‘radial’. The 
rivers originating from the Amarkantak range present a good example of it.  
An area drained by a river and its tributaries is called a drainage basin. The boundary line separating one 
drainage basin from the other is known as the watershed.  
 
11) Satluj river enters India through which of the following passes? 
 a) Niti Pass 
 b) Mana Pass 
 c) Shipki La Pass 
 d) Nathu La Pass 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Shipki La is a mountain pass and border post on the India-China border. The river Sutlej enters India near this 
pass. The road is an offshoot of the ancient Silk Road. 
 
12) Consider the following statements regarding Drainage pattern. 
 1. Dendritic pattern develops where the river channel follows the slope of the terrain. 

2. A rectangular pattern develops where hard and soft rocks exits parallel to each other. 
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3. Trellis pattern develops on a strong jointed rocky terrain. 
4. Radial pattern develops when stream flow in different direction from a central peak 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 4 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
 Solution: a) 
 

• Dendritic pattern: This pattern develops where the river channel follows the slope of the terrain. The 
stream with its tributaries resembles the branches of a tree, thus the name dendritic.  

• Trellis pattern: A river joined by its tributaries, at approximately right angles, develops a trellis pattern. A 
trellis drainage pattern develops where hard and soft rocks exist parallel to each other.  

• Rectangular pattern: A rectangular drainage pattern develops on a strongly jointed rocky terrain.  

• Radial pattern:  It develops when streams flow in different directions from a central peak or dome-like 
structure. 

 
13) Arrange the following hills from South to North. 
 1. Anaimalai hills 

2. Nallamala Hills 
3. Palakonda Range 
4. Shevroy hills 

Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1-4-2-3 
 b) 4-1-2-3 
 c) 1-4-3-2 
 d) 4-1-3-2 
 
 Solution: c) 
 

 
 
14) Consider the following statements regarding North-eastern Plateau. 
 1. North-eastern Plateau is disassociated from the main Peninsular plateau. 
 2. Meghalaya plateau receives maximum rainfall from the south west monsoon, as a result of which it has 
a highly eroded surface.  
 3. Due to its geographical conditions, coal and uranium reserves are not present in Meghalaya plateau. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
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 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2 only 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
The North-eastern Plateau: 
In fact it is an extension of the main Peninsular plateau. It is believed that due to the force exerted by the north-
eastward movement of the Indian plate at the time of the Himalayan origin, a huge fault was created between 
the Rajmahal hills and the Meghalaya plateau. Later, this depression got filled up by the deposition activity of the 
numerous rivers. 
Today, the Meghalaya and Karbi Anglong plateau stand detached from the main Peninsular Block. The Meghalaya 
plateau is further sub-divided into three: (i) The Garo Hills; (ii) The Khasi Hills; (iii) The Jaintia Hills. An extension of 
this is also seen in the Karbi Anglong hills of Assam. Similar to the Chotanagpur plateau, the Meghalaya plateau is 
also rich in mineral resources like coal, iron ore, sillimanite, limestone and uranium. This area receives 
maximum rainfall from the south west monsoon. As a result, the Meghalaya plateau has a highly eroded 
surface. Cherrapunji displays a bare rocky surface devoid of any permanent vegetation cover. 
 
15) Consider the following statements regarding the phenomena of Western disturbances in northern plains. 
 1. These are high-pressure systems, originate over the Mediterranean Sea and western Asia and move 
into India. 
 2. They are of immense importance for the cultivation of ‘rabi’ crops. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
A characteristic feature of the cold weather season over the northern plains is the inflow of cyclonic disturbances 
from the west and the northwest. These low-pressure systems, originate over the Mediterranean Sea and 
western Asia and move into India, along with the westerly flow. 
They cause the much-needed winter rains over the plains and snowfall in the mountains. Although the total 
amount of winter rainfall locally known as ‘mahawat’ is small, they are of immense importance for the cultivation 
of ‘rabi’ crops. 
 
16) Consider the following statements. 
 1. The higher concentration of dust particles is found in Equatorial and Polar regions than subtropical and 
temperate regions. 

2. Water vapour generally decreases with altitude. 
 3. Water vapour plays an important role in preserving the earth’s radiated heat.  
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2, 3 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 2 only 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
The higher concentration of dust particles is found in subtropical and temperate regions due to dry winds in 
comparison to equatorial and polar regions. Dust and salt particles act as hygroscopic nuclei around which water 
vapour condenses to produce clouds. 
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Water vapour is a variable gas in the atmosphere, which decreases with altitude. Water vapour also decreases 
from the equator towards the poles. It also absorbs parts of the insolation from the sun and preserves the 
earth’s radiated heat. 
 
17) Consider the following statements: 

1. The size of the parallels of latitude decreases from the Equator towards poles. 
2. Like parallels of latitude, all meridians are of equal length. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
All parallel circles from the equator up to the poles are called parallels of latitudes. Latitudes are measured in 
degrees. As we move away from the equator, the size of the parallels of latitude decreases.  
 
Longitude is the measurement east or west of the prime meridian. Longitude is measured by imaginary lines that 
run around the Earth vertically (up and down) and meet at the North and South Poles. These lines are known as 
meridians. Each meridian measure one arc degree of longitude. Unlike parallels of latitude, all meridians are of 
equal length.  
 
18) Consider the following statements: 

1. Nebular Hypothesis was proposed by Laplace, according to which, in the beginning, all matter forming 
the universe existed in one place in the form of a “tiny ball” with an unimaginably small volume, low 
temperature and low density. 
2. According to the ‘The Big Bang Theory’, the planets were formed out of a cloud of material associated 
with a youthful sun. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
Nebular Hypothesis was proposed by Pierre Simon de Laplace in 1796, which explained how the solar system 
was formed. The hypothesis considered that the planets were formed out of a cloud of material associated with 
a youthful sun, which was slowly rotating.  
 
The most popular argument regarding the origin of the universe is the Big Bang Theory. It is also called expanding 
universe hypothesis. According to the ‘The Big Bang Theory’, in the beginning, all matter forming the universe 
existed in one place in the form of a “tiny ball” with an unimaginably small volume, infinite temperature and 
infinite density.  
 
19) Consider the following statements: 

1. Thickness of the troposphere is greatest at the poles. 
2. Radio waves transmitted from the earth are reflected back to the earth by the ionosphere. 
3. The mesosphere contains the Ozone layer. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1, 2 

 b) 2 only 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 2, 3 
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 Solution: b) 
 
The column of atmosphere is divided into five different layers depending upon the temperature condition. They 
are: troposphere, stratosphere, mesosphere, thermosphere and exosphere. 
 
The troposphere is the lowermost layer of the atmosphere. Its average height is 13 km and extends roughly to 
a height of 8 km near the poles and about 18 km at the equator. Thickness of the troposphere is greatest at the 
equator because heat is transported to great heights by strong convectional currents. 
 
The stratosphere is found above the tropopause and extends up to a height of 50 km. One important feature of 
the stratosphere is that it contains the ozone layer. 
 
The ionosphere is located between 80 and 400 km above the mesopause. It contains electrically charged 
particles known as ions, and hence, it is known as ionosphere. Radio waves transmitted from the earth are 
reflected back to the earth by this layer. 
 
20) Consider the following statements 

1. On summer solstice, the northern hemisphere will have its longest night and the shortest day. 
2. On winter solstice, the southern hemisphere will have its longest night and the shortest day. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
On summer solstice, the northern hemisphere will have its longest day and the shortest night. On winter 
solstice, the southern hemisphere will have its longest day and the shortest night. 
 
21) Consider the following statements. 
 1. The pressure gradient is strong where the isobars are close to each other. 

2. The Coriolis force acts parallel to the pressure gradient force. 
3. Coriolis force deflects the wind to the left direction in the northern hemisphere. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 2, 3 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
Pressure Gradient Force is caused due difference in the pressure between two regions. 
The rate of change of pressure with respect to distance is the pressure gradient. The pressure gradient is strong 
where the isobars are close to each other and is weak where the isobars are apart.  
 
The rotation of the earth about its axis affects the direction of the wind. This force is called the Coriolis force. It 
deflects the wind to the right direction in the northern hemisphere and to the left in the southern hemisphere.  
 
The Coriolis force acts perpendicular to the pressure gradient force. 
 
22) Consider the following statements regarding Madden-Julian Oscillation (MJO). 
 1. It is an eastward moving pulse of clouds, winds and pressure near the equator that typically recurs 
every 30 to 60 days. 
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2. It is a traversing phenomenon and is most prominent in Atlantic Oceans. 
3. When MJO is over the Indian Ocean during the Monsoon season, it reduces rainfall over the Indian 
subcontinent. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 2, 3 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
Madden-Julian Oscillation (MJO): 

• It is an oceanic-atmospheric phenomenon which affects weather activities across the globe. It brings major 
fluctuation in tropical weather on weekly to monthly timescales. 

• The MJO can be defined as an eastward moving ‘pulse’ of clouds, rainfall, winds and pressure near the 
equator that typically recurs every 30 to 60 days. 

• It’s a traversing phenomenon and is most prominent over the Indian and Pacific Oceans. 
 
How Does MJO Affect Indian Monsoon? 

• The Indian Ocean Dipole (IOD), El Nino and MJO are all oceanic and atmospheric phenomena, which affect 
weather on a large scale. IOD only pertains to the Indian Ocean, but the other two affect weather on a global 
scale-up to the mid-latitudes. 

• IOD and El Nino remain over their respective positions, while MJO is a traversing phenomenon. 

• The journey of MJO goes through eight phases. 

• When it is over the Indian Ocean during the Monsoon season, it brings good rainfall over the Indian 
subcontinent. 

• On the other hand, when it witnesses a longer cycle and stays over the Pacific Ocean, MJO brings bad news 
for the Indian Monsoon. 

• It is linked with enhanced and suppressed rainfall activity in the tropics and is very important for the Indian 
monsoonal rainfall. 

 
Periodicity of MJO: 

• If it is nearly 30 days then it brings good rainfall during the Monsoon season. 

• If it is above 40 days then MJO doesn’t give good showers and could even lead to a dry Monsoon. 

• Shorter the cycle of MJO, better the Indian Monsoon. Simply because it then visits the Indian Ocean more 
often during the four-month-long period. 

• Presence of MJO over the Pacific Ocean along with an El Nino is detrimental for Monsoon rains. 
 
23) Consider the following statements regarding Air Masses 

1. It is defined as a large body of air having larger horizontal variation in temperature and moisture. 
2. Warm tropical and subtropical oceans are source regions for formation of air masses. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
Air Masses: 
When the air remains over a homogenous area for a sufficiently longer time, it acquires the characteristics of the 
area. The homogenous regions can be the vast ocean surface or vast plains. The air with distinctive 
characteristics in terms of temperature and humidity is called an air mass. It is defined as a large body of air 
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having little horizontal variation in temperature and moisture. The homogenous surfaces, over which air 
masses form, are called the source regions. 
 
The air masses are classified according to the source regions. There are five major source regions. These are: (i) 
Warm tropical and subtropical oceans; (ii) The subtropical hot deserts; (iii) The relatively cold high latitude 
oceans; (iv) The very cold snow-covered continents in high latitudes; (v) Permanently ice covered continents in 
the Arctic and Antarctica. 
 
24) Consider the following statements regarding World Distribution of Rainfall. 

1. The rainfall is more over the oceans than on the landmasses of the world because oceans being great 
sources of water. 

2. Between the latitudes 35 and 40 N and S of the equator, the rainfall is first received on the western 
margins of the continents and it goes on decreasing towards the east. 
3. Between 45 and 65 N and S of equator, the rain is heavier on the eastern coasts and goes on 
decreasing towards the west. 
4. Wherever mountains run parallel to the coast, the rain is greater on the coastal plain, on the windward 
side and it decreases towards the leeward side. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2, 3, 4 
 c) 1, 4 
 d) 1, 3, 4 
  

Solution: c) 
 
World Distribution of Rainfall: 
Different places on the earth’s surface receive different amounts of rainfall in a year and that too in different 
seasons. In general, as we proceed from the equator towards the poles, rainfall goes on decreasing steadily. The 
coastal areas of the world receive greater amounts of rainfall than the interior of the continents. The rainfall is 
more over the oceans than on the landmasses of the world because oceans being great sources of water. 
Between the latitudes 35 and 40 N and S of the equator, the rain is heavier on the eastern coasts and goes on 
decreasing towards the west. But, between 45 and 65 N and S of equator, due to the westerlies, the rainfall is 
first received on the western margins of the continents and it goes on decreasing towards the east.  
Wherever mountains run parallel to the coast, the rain is greater on the coastal plain, on the windward side 
and it decreases towards the leeward side. 
 
25) Which of the following rivers do not form ‘deltas’? 

1. Tapi 
2. Mahanadi 
3. Narmada 
4. Godavari 

Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2, 3, 4 
 c) 3, 4 
 d) 1, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
The Narmada and the Tapi are the only long rivers, which flow west and make estuaries. They do not form 
deltas. 
Most of the major rivers of the Peninsula such as the Mahanadi, the Godavari, the Krishna and the Kaveri flow 
eastwards and drain into the Bay of Bengal. These rivers make deltas at their mouths. 
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3. Economy 
 
1) Who among the following first mooted the idea of deficit financing? 
 a) Adam Smith 
 b) Milton Friedman 
 c) John Maynard Keynes 
 d) Alfred Marshall 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Within the budgetary process, deficit spending is the amount by which spending exceeds revenue over a 
particular period of time, also called simply deficit, or budget deficit; the opposite of budget surplus. The term 
may be applied to the budget of a government, private company, or individual. Government deficit spending was 
first identified as a necessary economic tool by John Maynard Keynes in the wake of the Great Depression. 
 
2) Consider the following statements regarding the Commercial Paper (CP): 

1. It is an unsecured money market instrument issued in the form of a promissory note, 
2. Primary dealers (PDs) and the All-India Financial Institutions (FIs) are ineligible to issue CP. 
3. Foreign Institutional Investors (FIIs) can invest in the Commercial Paper (CP). 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 1, 2 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 

• Commercial Paper (CP) is an unsecured money market instrument issued in the form of a promissory note. 
It was introduced in India in 1990 with a view to enabling highly rated corporate borrowers to diversify their 
sources of short-term borrowings and to provide an additional instrument to investors. Subsequently, 
primary dealers and all-India financial institutions were also permitted to issue CP to enable them to meet 
their short-term funding requirements for their operations. Corporates, primary dealers (PDs) and the All-
India Financial Institutions (FIs) are eligible to issue CP. 

• Individuals, banking companies, other corporate bodies (registered or incorporated in India) and 
unincorporated bodies, Non-Resident Indians (NRIs) and Foreign Institutional Investors (FIIs) etc. can invest 
in CPs. However, investment by FIIs would be within the limits set for them by Securities and Exchange Board 
of India (SEBI) from time-to-time. 

 
3) Which one of the following terms denotes the inputs in terms of tools, machines, buildings, raw materials and 

money in hand required at any stage of production? 
 a) Working Capital 
 b) Physical Capital 
 c) Labour Capital 
 d) Fixed Capital 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
Fixed capital includes the assets and capital investments, such as property, plant, and equipment (PP&E), that 
are needed to start up and conduct business, even at a minimal stage. These assets are considered fixed in that 
they are not consumed or destroyed during the actual production of a good or service but have a reusable value. 
 
4) Consider the following statements regarding Tax Information Exchange Agreement (TIEA) 

1. It was developed by the OECD Global Forum Working Group on Effective Exchange of Information. 
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2. The Agreement provides for representatives of one country to undertake tax examinations in the other 
country and will help curb tax evasion and tax avoidance. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
Solution: c) 
 

Tax Information Exchange Agreement (TIEA) was developed by the OECD Global Forum Working Group on 
Effective Exchange of Information. 
The agreement also provides for representatives of one country to undertake tax examinations in the other 
country and will help curb tax evasion and tax avoidance. TIEAs are not binding instruments. 
India has notified a tax information exchange agreement (TIEA) with the Marshall Islands 
 
5) Which of the following categories are included in Priority Sector lending? 
 1. Export Credit 
 2. Housing 
 3. Social Infrastructure 
 4. Renewable Energy 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 3 
 b) 1, 3, 4 
 c) 2, 3, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
Priority Sector means those sectors which the Government of India and Reserve Bank of India consider as 
important for the development of the basic needs of the country and are to be given priority over other sectors. 
The banks are mandated to encourage the growth of such sectors with adequate and timely credit. 
 
The categories of priority sector are as follows 

• Agriculture 

• Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises 

• Export Credit 

• Education 

• Housing 

• Social Infrastructure 

• Renewable Energy 

• Others 
 
6) Which of the following factors signify monopolistic competition? 
 1. Large number of buyers and sellers 
 2. Differentiated products 
 3. Homogenous products 
 4. Barriers to entry 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 4 
 c) 1, 2, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
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 Solution: a) 
 
Monopolistic competition characterizes an industry in which many firms offer products or services that are 
similar (but not perfect) substitutes. Barriers to entry and exit in a monopolistic competitive industry are low, 
and the decisions of any one firm do not directly affect those of its competitors. Monopolistic competition is 
closely related to the business strategy of brand differentiation. 

 
7) Consider the following statements regarding Universal Banking. 
 1. Universal banking is a system in which banks provide a wide variety of financial services, including 
commercial and investment services. 
 2. Universal Banking was conceptualized in India after the recommendation of SH Khan Committee. 
 3. They are exempted from the CRR and SLR requirements of the RBI.  
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 3 
 b) 2, 3 
 c) 1, 2 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Universal banking is a system in which banks provide a wide variety of financial services, including commercial 
and investment services. 
Banks in a universal system may still choose to specialize in a subset of banking service, even though they 
technically offer much more to their client base. 
The second Narasimham committee of 1998 gave an introductory remark on the concept of the Universal 
banking. However, the concept of Universal Banking conceptualized in India after the SH Khan 
Committee recommended it as a different concept. 
Once the Financial Institution becomes a universal Bank, it would be compliant with the CRR and SLR 
requirements of the RBI. 

 
8) A Balance of Payments (BoP) crisis is a situation when 

a) A nation’s Forex reserves fail to be useful for sterilization 
b) A nation’s current account transactions supersede capital account transactions 
c) A nation is unable to pay a negative BoP by its Forex reserves 
d) A nation is not receiving enough foreign investment even when GDP is stagnating 
 
Solution: c) 

 

• The outcome of the total transactions of an economy with the outside world in one year is known as the 
balance of payment (BoP) of the economy.  

• Basically, it is the net outcome of the current and capital accounts of an economy. It might be favourable or 
unfavourable for the economy.  

• Even if current accounts transactions supersede capital account, what matter is its magnitude and if it is 
surplus or deficit.  

• However, negativity of the BoP does not mean it is unfavourable. A negative BoP is unfavourable for an 
economy if only the economy lacks the means to fill the gap of negativity.  

• If there is a positive outcome at the end of the year, the money is automatically transferred to the foreign 
exchange reserves of the economy. 

• And if there is any negative outcome, the same foreign exchange is drawn from the country’s forex reserves. 
If the forex reserves are not capable of fulfilling the negativity created by the BoP, it is known as a BoP crisis 

 
9) Consider the following statements. 

1. High public debt is always bad for an economy. 
2. Only a nation that has a positive trade balance can become a developed country.   
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3. Inflation can never be good for a growing economy. 
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 

a) 1, 2  
b) 2, 3  
c) 1, 3  
d) 1, 2, 3 
 
Solution: d) 

 
High public debt is not a problem when it is being used for creation of infrastructure, employment and other 
productive areas. Inflation is needed for any economy to grow because inflation suggests that the demand for 
goods has outstripped the supply. In this case more production is required which leads to higher growth. A 
positive trade balance has little relation with a criterion of development. USA has a large trade deficit, yet it is a 
developed country. However, having a positive trade balance is good for the economy because it means we are 
competitive in the world export market. 

 
10) Which of the following are barriers to the free adjustments in the currency exchange rate in the Forex 

market? 
1. Frequent sterilization by the Central bank 
2. Exporting a commodity that is of the comparative advantage of a nation 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
Solution: a) 

 
Statement 1: Sterilization involves the infusion and extraction of liquidity in the market by the Central bank to 
control the total money supply in the economy. This keeps the exchange rate stable and thus blocks its free 
adjustment.  
Statement 2: A nation usually exports a commodity of its comparative advantage meaning that it specializes in the 
export of those commodities that it can produce cheaply or at more competitive rates than the global economy.  
This aids trade and does not block the free adjustment in the exchange rates. 

 
11) Consider the following statements regarding GDP deflator. 
 1. The GDP deflator is basically a measure of inflation. 
 2. It helps show the extent to which the increase in gross domestic product has happened on account of 
higher prices rather than increase in output. 
 3. It covers only those goods and services directly consumed by households. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
The GDP deflator, also called implicit price deflator, is a measure of inflation. It is the ratio of the value of goods 
and services an economy produces in a particular year at current prices to that of prices that prevailed during the 
base year. 
This ratio helps show the extent to which the increase in gross domestic product has happened on account of 
higher prices rather than increase in output. 
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Since the deflator covers the entire range of goods and services produced in the economy — as against the 
limited commodity baskets for the wholesale or consumer price indices — it is seen as a more comprehensive 
measure of inflation. 
 
Changes in consumption patterns or introduction of goods and services are automatically reflected in the GDP 
deflator. This allows the GDP deflator to absorb changes to an economy’s consumption or investment patterns. 
Often, the trends of the GDP deflator will be similar to that of the CPI. 

 
12) Consider the following statements regarding revenue receipts and capital receipts of the government. 
 1. Capital receipts are always debt creating unlike revenue receipts. 
 2. Capital receipts are non-redeemable unlike revenue receipts. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
The main difference between revenue receipts and capital receipts is that in the case of revenue receipts, 
government is under no future obligation to return the amount, i.e., they are non-redeemable. But in case of 
capital receipts which are borrowings, government is under obligation to return the amount along with Interest. 
 
Capital receipts may be debt creating or non-debt creating. Examples of debt creating receipts are—Net 
borrowing by government at home, loans received from foreign governments, borrowing from RBI. Examples of 
non-debt capital receipts are—Recovery of loans, proceeds from sale of public enterprises (i.e., disinvestment), 
etc. These do not give rise to debt. 

 
13) Consider the following statements regarding Cash Reserve Ratio (CRR). 
 1. It is the fraction of the total Net Demand and Time Liabilities (NDTL) of a Scheduled Commercial Bank in 
India that has to maintain as cash deposit with the RBI. 
 2. It applies uniformly to all banks in the country irrespective of an individual bank’s financial situation or 
size. 

3. Banks are paid interest for parking the required cash under CRR. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
Cash Reserve Ratio refers to the fraction of the total Net Demand and Time Liabilities (NDTL) of a Scheduled 
Commercial Bank held in India, that it has to maintain as cash deposit with the Reserve Bank of India (RBI). The 
requirement applies uniformly to all banks in the country irrespective of an individual bank’s financial situation 
or size. In contrast, certain countries e.g. China stipulates separate reserve requirements for ‘large’ and ‘small’ 
banks. 
 
It shall apply to all Scheduled Commercial Banks (SCBs) (including Regional Rural Banks), Small Finance Banks 
(SFBs), Payments Banks, Local Area Banks (LABs), Primary (Urban) Co-operative Banks (UCBs), State Co-operative 
Banks (StCBs) and District Central Co-operative Banks (DCCBs) unless stated to the contrary. 
 
Presently, banks are not paid any interest on behalf of the RBI for parking the required cash. If a bank fails to 
meet its required reserve requirements, the RBI is empowered to impose a penalty by charging a penal interest 
rate. 
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14) A receipt is a capital receipt if it satisfies which of the following conditions? 
 1. The receipts must create a liability for the government. 
 2. The receipts must cause a decrease in the Government assets. 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
A receipt is a capital receipt if it satisfies any one of the two conditions: 

(i) The receipts must create a liability for the government. For example, Borrowings are capital receipts 
as they lead to an increase in the liability of the government. However, tax received is not a capital 
receipt as it does not result in creation of any liability. 
(ii) The receipts must cause a decrease in the assets. For example, receipts from sale of shares of public 
enterprise is a capital receipt as it leads to reduction in assets of the government. 

 
15) Which of the following were the purpose of Fiscal Responsibility and Budget Management Act, 

2003 (FRBMA)? 
 1. Eliminate revenue deficit of the country  
 2. Reduce fiscal deficit to 3% of the GDP 
 3. Improve overall management of the public funds 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
The Fiscal Responsibility and Budget Management Act, 2003 (FRBMA) is an Act of the Parliament of India to 
institutionalize financial discipline, reduce India's fiscal deficit, improve macroeconomic management and the 
overall management of the public funds by moving towards a balanced budget and strengthen fiscal prudence. 
The main purpose was to eliminate revenue deficit of the country (building revenue surplus thereafter) and 
bring down the fiscal deficit to a manageable 3% of the GDP by March 2008. Since then, there have been several 
amendments to the Act essentially postponing the targets. 

 
16) The term ‘Kostak rate’ sometimes seen in news, is related to 
 a) Gross Domestic Product 
 b) Minimum Support Price (MSP) 
 c) Initial Public Offer (IPO) 
 d) Money Market 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
What is the Kostak rate? 
It relates to an IPO application. So, the rate at which an investor buys an IPO application before the listing is 
termed the Kostak rate. 
 
17) Consider the following statements regarding Debt-to-GDP ratio. 
 1. Investors often look at the debt-to-GDP metric to assess the government’s ability of finance its debt.  

2. Lower debt-to GDP ratios have fuelled economic crises worldwide. 
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 3. The NK Singh Committee on FRBM had envisaged an overall debt-to-GDP ratio of 40 per cent for the 
central government and states put together. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 2, 3 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
The debt-to-GDP ratio indicates how likely the country can pay off its debt. Investors often look at the debt-to-
GDP metric to assess the government’s ability of finance its debt. Higher debt-to GDP ratios have fuelled 
economic crises worldwide. 
 
The NK Singh Committee on FRBM had envisaged a debt-to-GDP ratio of 40 per cent for the central government 
and 20 per cent for states aiming for a total of 60 per cent general government debt-to-GDP 
 
18) Consider the following statements regarding Cess. 
 1. It is a permanent source of revenue collected by the government for the development or welfare of a 
particular service or sector. 

2. It is charged over and above on both direct and indirect taxes. 
 3. Cess collected for a particular purpose cannot be used for or diverted to other purposes. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
What is cess? 

• It is a form of tax levied or collected by the government for the development or welfare of a particular 
service or sector. 

• It is charged over and above direct and indirect taxes. 

• Cess collected for a particular purpose cannot be used for or diverted to other purposes. 

• It is not a permanent source of revenue for the government, and it is discontinued when the purpose 
levying it is fulfilled. 

• Currently, the cess and surcharge collected by the Centre are not part of the tax devolution. 

• Examples: Education Cess, Swachh Bharat Cess, Krishi Kalyan Cess etc. 
 
19) After liberalization, India has undergone structural change in its economy. In this context, which of the 

following statements best describes ‘structural change’? 
 a) Change in demographic characteristics 
 b) Change in the production pattern of basic goods 
 c) Change in the contribution of different sector of economy 
 d) Change in labour force participation rate 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Structural change represents the fundamental changes that occurring in the basic features of the economy over 
a long period. 
Development is described as growth plus structural changes. Structural changes constitute to the most important 
part of development. 
Structural changes refer to long term and persistent shifts in the sectoral composition of economic systems. 
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Structure of an economy refers to the fundamental features of the economy like the size of the primary, 
secondary and tertiary sectors in terms of their contribution to GDP and employment. Other important elements 
of structure are trade composition (the items that we export and import), saving GDP ratio (level of savings as a 
percent of GDP) etc. Structure of the economy thus means the occupational structure, sectoral distribution of 
income, industrial pattern, composition of exports, saving- GDP ratio etc. 
 
20) Consider the following statements regarding National Small Savings Fund. 
 1. The objective of the creation of the NSSF was to de-link small savings transactions from the 
Consolidated Fund of India and ensure their operation in a transparent manner. 
 2. The transactions under National Small Savings Fund do not impact the fiscal deficit of the Centre 
directly. 
 3. The balances under NSSF constitute a part of the outstanding liabilities of the Centre. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2  
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
National Small Savings Fund (NSSF): 

• A “National Small Savings Fund” (NSSF) in the Public Account of India has been established with effect 
from 1.4.1999. 

• All small savings collections are credited to this Fund. 

• Similarly, all withdrawals under small savings schemes by the depositors are made out of the 
accumulations in this Fund. 

• The balance in the Fund is invested in Central and State Government Securities. 

• The investment pattern is as per norms decided from time to time by the Government of India. 

• The Fund is administered by the Government of India, Ministry of Finance (Department of Economic 
Affairs) under National Small Savings Fund (Custody and Investment) Rules, 2001, framed by the 
President under Article 283(1) of the Constitution. 

• The objective of NSSF was to de-link small savings transactions from the Consolidated Fund of India and 
ensure their operation in a transparent and self-sustaining manner. 

• Since NSSF operates in the public account, its transactions do not impact the fiscal deficit of the Centre 
directly. 

• As an instrument in the public account, the balances under NSSF are direct liabilities and constitute a 
part of the outstanding liabilities of the Centre. 

• The NSSF flows affect the cash position of the Central Government 
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4. Art and Culture 
 
1) Jainism postulates that time has no beginning or end. It moves like the wheel of a cart. In this context what 

are Utsarpini and Avasarpini? 
 a) Two auspicious time portals when one can attain true Kaivalya 
 b) Time of the birth and death of a Tirthanakara respectively 
 c) Eternal cycles of moral rise and decline 
 d) Timeline of the birth of first and last Tirthankara respectively 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Time rolls along in eternal cycles of rise and decline. Utsarpini is a “rising” era in which human morale and 
natural conditions improve over time. 
At the end of Utsarpini, begins Avasarpini, a “declining” era of the same length, in which human morale and 
virtues deteriorate. 
During the middle of every rising and declining era twenty-four souls become Tirthankaras. 
 
2) The postures of the Chowk and the Tribhanga are associated with 
 a) Sattriya 
 b) Manipuri 
 c) Kathak 
 d) Odissi 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
Odissi is one of the many forms of Indian classical dance. Sensuous and lyrical, Odissi is a dance of love and 
passion touching on the divine and the human, the sublime and the mundane. 
 
Odissi closely follows the tenets laid down by the Natya Shastra. Facial expressions, hand gestures and body 
movements are used to suggest a certain feeling, an emotion or one of the nine rasas.  Odissi closely follows the 
tenets laid down by the Natya Shastra. 
The techniques of movement are built around the two basic postures of the Chowk and the Tribhanga. 
The chowk is a position imitating a square – a very masculine stance with the weight of the body equally 
balanced. The tribhanga is a very feminine stance where the body is deflected at the neck, torso and the knees. 
 
3) Consider the following statements. 
 1. Ramman is a religious festival and ritual theatre of the Garhwal Himalayas. 
 2. Naatupura Paadalgal is an ancient musical form of Rajasthan 

3. Lavani is a popular folk music of Andhra Pradesh 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
Ramman, religious festival and ritual theatre of the Garhwal Himalayas. 
 
Naatupura Paadalgal is an ancient musical form of Tamil Nadu. Though folk music is fast disappearing in the 
state of Tamil Nadu due to the prominence given to Carnatic music, Naatupura Paadalgal remains quite important 
in the state. 
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Lavani is a popular folk music of Maharashtra and was originally performed to entertain the soldiers. The song is 
usually performed by womenfolk and it conveys information pertaining to society and politics. 
 
4) Buddha’s life events are often represented in symbols. In this context, consider the following pairs. 
 1. Birth : Lotus and Bull 

2. Nirvana : Stupa 
 3. Great Renunciation : Horse 
 4. First Sermon : Wheel 
Which of the above pairs are correctly matched? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 2, 3 
 c) 1, 3, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
The five great events in Buddha’s life are represented by symbols as under: 

• Birth by Lotus and Bull 

• Great Renunciation by Horse 

• Nirvana by Bodhi Tree 

• First Sermon by Dharmachakra or Wheel 

• Parinirvana or death by the Stupa. 
 
5) Ramcharitmanas, is an epic poem, composed by 
 a) Saint Ramanand 
 b) Kabir 
 c) Shankaradeva 
 d) Tulsidas 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
Ramcharitmanas, is an epic poem in the language Awadhi, composed by the 16th-century Indian bhakti poet 
Goswami Tulsidas. Ramcharitmanas literally means “Lake of the deeds of Rama”. Ramcharitmanas is considered 
one of the greatest works of Hindi literature. 
 
6) Consider the following statements regarding Sanchi Stupa. 
 1. The Sanchi Stupa is one of India’s primary Buddhist sites and contains some of the oldest stone 
structures in the country. 
 2. Sanchi is regarded as one of the first monastic stupas. 
 3. Buddha had visited Sanchi multiple times. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 3 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1 only 
 d) 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
The Sanchi Stupa is one of India’s primary Buddhist sites and contains some of the oldest stone structures in 
the country. 
 
They were initially built outside monasteries by pilgrims. Sanchi is regarded as one of the first monastic stupas. 
 
Buddha never visited Sanchi. Neither did foreign travellers like Hiuen Tsang, who extensively documented the 
holy Buddhist circuit in India, but did not mention Sanchi in his writings.   
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7) The famous Modhera Sun temple is an example of 
 a) Chandela Temple Architecture 
 b) Dravida Temple Architecture 
 c) Solanki Temple Architecture 
 d) Vesara Temple Architecture 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
In the north-western parts of India including Gujarat and Rajasthan, Solanki school or Maru-Gurjara style 
developed under the patronage of the Solanki rulers. 
The temple walls were devoid of any carvings. A unique feature of this school is the presence of step-tank, known 
as surya-kund in the proximity of the temple. Example: Modhera Sun temple, Gujarat. 
 
8) Consider the following statements regarding Aihole inscription. 
 1. It was written in Brahmi script. 

2. It mentions the defeat of Harshavardhana by Pulakeshin II 
3. It was written by Ravikirti. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Aihole Inscription: 
The inscription is written in Sanskrit and it is in Kannada script. There is a mention about the defeat of 
Harshavardhana by Pulakeshin II and the victory of Chalukyas over Pallavas. It also mentions about the shifting of 
the capital from Aihole to Badami. They were written by Ravikirti, the court poet of Pulakeshin II who reigned 
from 610 to 642 CE. 
 
9) Patan Patola is 
 a) Technique of stitching leather which was also found at Harappan sites 
 b) Folk embroidery done using bamboos in the North-east India 
 c) Art of double ikat weaving in western Indian state of Gujarat 
 d) None of the above 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Patola is a double ikat woven sari, usually made from silk, made in Patan, Gujarat. 
 
10) Consider the following statements regarding Shankhalipi script. 
 1. Shankhalipi script describe ornate spiral characters that look like conch shells or shankhas. 
 2. It was discovered by an English scholar James Prinsep. 
 3. It is found to be engraved on temple pillars, columns and rock surfaces. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
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Shankhalipi or “shell-script” is a term used by scholars to describe ornate spiral characters assumed to be Brahmi 
derivatives that look like conch shells or shankhas. They are found in inscriptions across north-central India and 
date to between the 4th and 8th centuries.  
 
Both Shankhalipi and Brahmi are stylised scripts used primarily for names and signatures. 
 
The script was discovered in 1836 on a brass trident in Uttarakhand’s Barahat by English scholar James Prinsep, 
who was the founding editor of the Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal.  
 
Prominent sites with shell inscriptions include the Mundeshwari Temple in Bihar, the Udayagiri Caves in Madhya 
Pradesh, Mansar in Maharashtra and some of the cave sites of Gujarat and Maharashtra. In fact, shell inscriptions 
are also reported in Indonesia’s Java and Borneo. 
 
Shankhalipi is found to be engraved on temple pillars, columns and rock surfaces.  
 
11) Consider the following statements regarding semi-classical music form Thumri. 
 1. The thumri is based on the romantic-devotional literature inspired by the bhakti movement. 
 2. The lyrics are usually a dialect of Hindi called Brij bhasha. 

2. Thumri is one of the divisions of Carnatic music. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
Indian Hindustani Classical Music has various divisions like Khyaal, Thumari/Thumri, Tappa, Tarana, etc. The 
thumri is based on the romantic-devotional literature inspired by the bhakti movement. 
The text is usually derived from the Radha-Krishna theme and is of primary importance. The semi-classical music 
form ‘thumr is known to have derived its name from thumakna. Loosely translated the word means, “dance-like 
movements”. 
Thumri was about mild eroticism and dramatic gestures and was the invention of courtesans. The text is romantic 
and devotional in nature, and usually revolves around a girl’s love for Krishna. The language is a dialect of Hindi 
called Brij bhasha. 
 
12) Consider the following statements regarding Kuchipudi. 
 1. Its evolution can be traced to traditional dance – drama, known under the generic name of 
Yakshagaana. 
 2. It includes nritta, shabdam and natya. 
 3. There is no use of speech during performance in Kuchipudi 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
Kuchipudi is originally from Andhra Pradesh. Its evolution can be traced to traditional dance – drama, known 
under the generic name of Yakshagaana. 
It originated in the seventh century AD. In 17th century A.D. Siddhendra Yogi, a talented Vaishnava poet, 
conceived Kuchipudi style of Yakshagaana. It begins with an invocation to Lord Ganesha followed by nritta (non-
narrative and abstract dancing) shabdam (narrative dancing) and natya. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/


INSTA STATIC QUIZ 

www.insightsonindia.com                           35                                                                                  

The dance is accompanied by song which is typically Carnatic music. Like other classical dances, Kuchipudi also 
comprises pure dance, mime and histrionics but it is the use of speech that distinguishes Kuchipudi’s presentation 
as dance drama. 
 
13) Consider the following statements regarding Pandavani. 
 1. It is the folk music of Uttar Pradesh. 

2. It is based on the grand epic-Mahabharata and Bhima as hero.  
 3. The main singer continuously sits throughout the performance and with powerful singing and symbolic 
gestures he assumes all the characters of the episode one after another. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2, 3 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
Pandavani, Chhattisgarh: 
In Pandavani, tales from Mahabharata are sung as a ballad and one or two episodes are chosen for the night’s 
performance. The main singer continuously sits throughout the performance and with powerful singing and 
symbolic gestures he assumes all the characters of the episode one after another. 
This type of folk music is based on the grand epic-Mahabharata and Bhima as hero. It is all inclusive 
of gayan (singing) and vadan (playing an instrument). Usually the songs are set to the rhythm of a tambura.  
 
14) Consider the following statements regarding Ajanta Caves. 
 1. Ajanta Caves are cut into the volcanic lava of the Deccan in the forest ravines of the Sahyadri Hills. 
 2. They contain carvings that depict the life of Buddha. 
 3. Majority of the caves were temples and few were monasteries. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
The style of Ajanta has exerted a considerable influence in India and elsewhere, extending, in particular, to Java. 
 
They are cut into the volcanic lava of the Deccan in the forest ravines of the Sahyadri Hills and are set in 
beautiful sylvan surroundings. These magnificent caves containing carvings that depict the life of Buddha, and 
their carvings and sculptures are considered to be the beginning of classical Indian art. 
 
The 29 caves were excavated beginning around 200 BC, but they were abandoned in AD 650 in favour of Ellora. 
Five of the caves were temples and 24 were monasteries, thought to have been occupied by some 200 monks 
and artisans. The Ajanta Caves were gradually forgotten until their 'rediscovery' by a British tiger-hunting party in 
1819. 
 
15) Which of the following is/are the main styles in Hindustani Music? 
 1. Dhamar 
 2. Khayal 
 3. Chaturang 
 4. Tappa 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 3 
 b) 1, 3, 4 
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 c) 2, 3, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
Hindustani music: practiced in the northern parts of India. The Hindustani branch of music focuses more on the 
musical structure and the possibilities of improvisation in it. The Hindustani branch adopted a scale of Shudha 
Swara Saptaka or the ‘Octave of Natural notes. 
There are ten main styles of singing in Hindustani music like the ‘Dhrupad’, ‘Dhamar’, ‘Hori’, ‘Khayal’, ‘Tappa’, 
‘Chaturang’, ‘Ragasagar’, ‘Tarana’, ‘Sargam’ and ‘Thumri’. 
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5. History 
 
1) Consider the following statements regarding Rig Vedic Aryans. 
 1. The Rig Vedic Aryans were pastoral people and their main occupation was cattle rearing. 
 2. Their wealth was estimated in terms of land. 
 3. The terms for war in the Rig Veda is gavishthi or search for cows. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
The Rig Vedic Aryans were pastoral people and their main occupation was cattle rearing. Their wealth was 
estimated in terms of their cattle. 
There are so many references to the cow and the bull in the Rig Veda that the Rig Vedic people can be called a 
predominantly pastoral people. Most of their wars were fought over cows. The terms for war in the Rig Veda is 
gavishthi or search for cows, and cow seems to have been the most important form of wealth. Whenever we 
hear of gifts made to priests, they usually consist of cows and women slaves and never of land. The Rig Vedic 
people may have occasionally occupied pieces of land for grazing, cultivation, and settlement, but land did not 
form a well-established type of private property. 
 
2) Consider the following statements regarding Religion during Later Vedic period. 
 1. The importance of prayers declined and that of sacrifices increased. 
 2. Gods of the Early Vedic period like Indra and Agni became more prominent during the Later Vedic 
period. 
 3. Priesthood became a profession and a hereditary one. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Gods of the Early Vedic period like Indra and Agni lost their importance. 
Prajapathi (the creator), Vishnu (the protector) and Rudra (the destroyer) became prominent during the Later 
Vedic period. Sacrifices were still important and the rituals connected with them became more elaborate. The 
importance of prayers declined and that of sacrifices increased. Priesthood became a profession and a 
hereditary one. 
 
3) Consider the following statements  

1. The term horashastra that denotes astrology in Sanskrit, was derived from the Greek term horoscope.  
2. The Greek term drachma came to be known as drama. 

Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: d) 
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In post-Maurya times Indian astronomy and astrology profited from contact with the Greeks. Many Greek terms 
concerning the movement of planets appear in Sanskrit texts. Indian astrology was influenced by Greek ideas, 
and from the Greek term horoscope was derived the term horashastra that denotes astrology in Sanskrit. The 
Greek coins, which were properly shaped and stamped, were a great improvement on punch-marked coins. The 
Greek term drachma came to be known as drama. In return, the Greek rulers used the Brahmi script and 
represented some Indian motifs on their coins. Dogs, cattle, spices, and ivory pieces were exported by the Greeks, 
but whether they learnt any craft from India is not clear. 
 
4) The ruins at Hampi were brought to light by which of the following British officers of East India Company? 
 a) James Prinsep 
 b) James Rennell 
 c) Colonel Colin Mackenzie 
 d) William Jones 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
The ruins at Hampi were brought to light in 1800 by an engineer and antiquarian named Colonel Colin 
Mackenzie. 
 
5) Who among the following formulated the concept of poverty as a measurable development indicator in the 

Indian subcontinent? 
 a) M. Ranade 
 b) Romesh Chandra Dutt 
 c) Dadabhai Naoroji 
 d) V.K.R.V Rao 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Dadabhai Naoroji through his book, “Poverty and unBritish Rule in India” made the earliest estimation of 
the poverty line. 
 
6) Consider the following statements regarding Rig Vedic period. 

1. The word ‘Veda’ is derived from the root ‘vid’, which means to know. 
2. The Rig Vedic polity was normally monarchical and the succession was hereditary. 
3. During the Rig Vedic period, the Aryans were mostly confined to the Ganga region. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1, 2  
b) 1, 3  
c) 2, 3  
d) 1, 2, 3 
 
Solution: a) 

 

• The word ‘Veda’ is derived from the root ‘vid’, which means to know. In other words, the term ‘Veda’ 
signifies ‘superior knowledge’. 

 
Rig Vedic Age or Early Vedic Period (1500 – 1000 B.C.) 

• During the Rig Vedic period, the Aryans were mostly confined to the Indus region. The Rig Veda refers to 
Saptasindhu or the land of seven rivers. This includes the five rivers of Punjab, namely Jhelum, Chenab, Ravi, 
Beas and Sutlej along with the Indus and Saraswathi. 

• The Rig Vedic polity was normally monarchical and the succession was hereditary. The king was assisted by 
purohita or priest and senani or commander of the army in his administration. 

 
7) Which of the following works was composed by Krishnadevaraya on statecraft in Telugu? 
 a) Rayavachakamu 
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 b) Jambavati Kalyanam 
 c) Satyavadu Parinaya 
 d) Amuktamalyada 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
Āmuktamālyada is a Telugu epic poem composed by Krishnadevaraya, the Vijayanagara Emperor in the early 
16th century. 
Considered a masterpiece in Telugu literature, the epic poem, ‘Amuktamalyada' tells the well-known story of the 
daughter of Periazhvar, Goda Devi, who used to wear the garlands intended for Lord Ranganatha before they 
were offered to the deity, and hence the name ‘Amukta Malya Da' — one who wears and gives away garlands. 
 
8) Which of the following pairs of Newspaper and Editor are correctly matched? 
 1. Mahratta : Bal Gangadhar Tilak 
 2. Bengalee : Surendranath Banerjea 
 3. Hitavada : Gopal Krishna Gokhale 
 4. Voice of India : Bipin Chandra Pal 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 3 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 2, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
 Voice of India : Dadabhai Naoroji 
 
9) Who among the following did not belong to the group of no-changers? 
 1. M.A Ansari 
 2. C Rajagopalachari 
 3. Vithalbhai Patel 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 3 only  
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
Those advocating entry into legislative councils came to be known as the Swarajists, while the other school of 
thought led by Vallabhbhai Patel, Rajendra Prasad, C. Rajagopalachari and M.A. Ansari came to be known as the 
'No-changers'. The 'No-changers' opposed council entry. 
 
10) The year 1916 is important in the Indian history for 
 1. Congress – League Pact 
 2. Formation of Home Rule League 
 3. Lucknow Session of the Congress 
 4. Non-cooperation movement 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 2, 3 
 c) 1, 2, 4  
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
 Solution: b) 
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The Lucknow Pact was an agreement reached between the Indian National Congress and the Muslim League 
(AIML) at a joint session of both the parties held in Lucknow in December 1916.  
 
The Indian Home Rule movement was a movement in British India on the lines of the Irish Home Rule 
movement and other home rule movements. The movement lasted around two years between 1916–1918. 
 
The non-cooperation movement was a political campaign launched in 1920, by Mahatma Gandhi to 
have Indians revoke their cooperation from the British government, with the aim of inducing the British to 
grant self-governance. 
 
11) Consider the following statements. 
 1. Dholavira, the archaeological site of a Harappan-era city is located in Haryana. 
 2. Dholavira is the first site of the ancient Indus Valley Civilisation (IVC) in India to get the UNESCO world 
heritage site tag. 
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
Dholavira, the archaeological site of a Harappan-era city, received the UNESCO world heritage site tag. While 
Dholavira became the fourth site from Gujarat and 40th from India to make the list, it is the first site of the 
ancient Indus Valley Civilisation (IVC) in India to get the tag. 
 
12) Which of the following were the metropolis of Indus Valley Civilisation (IVC)? 
 1. Dholavira 
 2. Rakhigarhi 
 3. Ganweriwala  
 4. Harappa 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 3, 4 
 b) 1, 3, 4 
 c) 2, 3, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
After Mohen-jo-Daro, Ganweriwala and Harappa in Pakistan and Rakhigarhi in Haryana of India, Dholavira is the 
fifth largest metropolis of IVC.  
 
13) Consider the following statements. 
 1. Dashavatara Temple (Deogarh) and Bhitargaon Temple were built during Gupta age. 
 2. The majority of the temples built during Gupta period were rock-cut temples. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: a) 
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Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) discovered remains of an ancient temple dating back to the Gupta period (5th 
century) in a village in Uttar Pradesh’s Etah district. The stairs of the temple had ‘shankhalipi’ inscriptions, which 
were deciphered by the archaeologists as saying, ‘Sri Mahendraditya’, the title of Kumaragupta I of the Gupta 
dynasty. 
 
As per the ASI, the stairs led to a structural temple built during the Gupta period. The other structural temples 
from the Gupta age— Dashavatara Temple (Deogarh) and Bhitargaon Temple (Kanpur Dehat). 
 
In the 5th century, Kumaragupta I ruled for 40 years over north-central India. The Guptas built structural 
temples, distinctly different from the ancient rock-cut temples. 
 
14) In the history of Modern India, Mount Harriet is associated with 
 a) Paika Rebellion 
 b) Anglo-Marri Wars 
 c) Anglo-Sikh War 
 d) Anglo-Manipur War  
 

Solution: d) 
 
What is Manipur’s connection to Mount Harriet? 
After the Anglo-Manipur War of 1891, several Manipuris who had fought the British in the war, including 
Maharaja Kulachandra Dhwaja Singh, were exiled to the British penal colony in the Andaman Islands. 
 
Considered an epoch in the history of Manipur, the Anglo-Manipur War was fought between the kingdom of 
Manipur and the British over a month in 1891. 
 
15) The Institution of Speaker and Deputy Speaker in India originated under the provisions of 

a) Charter Act 1891 
b) Morley-Minto Act, 1909 
c) Government of India Act of 1919 
d) Independence of India Act, 1947 
 
Solution: c) 
 

The institutions of Speaker and Deputy Speaker originated in India in 1921 under the provisions of the 
Government of India Act of 1919 (Montague–Chelmsford Reforms). At that time, the Speaker and the Deputy 
Speaker were called the President and Deputy President respectively and the same nomenclature continued till 
1947.  
 
16) Consider the following statements. 
 1. Satavahana kings mainly used silver and gold as materials for their coins. 

2. Satavahana coins are devoid of any beauty or artistic merit. 
3. Satavahana coins constitute a valuable source-material for their dynastic history. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2, 3 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
Satavahanas rule started after 232 BC and lasted up to 227 AD. The Satavahana kings mostly used lead as a 
material for their coins. Silver coins were rare. Next to lead, they used an alloy of silver and copper called ‘potin’. 
Many copper coins are also available. 
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Although the Satavahana coins are devoid of any beauty or artistic merit, they constitute a valuable source-
material for the dynastic history of the Satavahanas. 
 
17) Consider the following statements. 
 1. Ashoka sent his son and daughter to Sri Lanka to spread the message of the Buddha. 
 2. Sundo was the first Buddhist Monk who entered Korea, carrying a Buddha image and sutras. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
King Ashoka made great efforts to propagate Buddhism outside India. He sent his son Mahendra and daughter 
Sanghamitra to Sri Lanka to spread the message of the Buddha. 
Buddhism went to Korea through China. Sundo was the first Buddhist Monk who entered Korea, carrying a 
Buddha image and sutras in AD 352. He was followed by Acharya Mallananda, who reached there in AD 384. Out 
of devotion to wisdom, Buddhist texts were printed by the Koreans in six thousand volumes. 
 
18) Uttiramerur inscriptions are related to 
 a) Parantaka I’s naval expedition to Sri Lanka. 
 b) Nataraja temple at Chidambaram. 
 c) Military administration of Maurya Kingdom 
 d) Village administration under Chola administration 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
The founder of the Imperial Chola line was Vijayalaya. He captured Tanjore from Muttaraiyars in 815 A.D. and 
built a temple for Durga. His son Aditya put an end to the Pallava kingdom by defeating Aparajita and annexed 
Tondaimandalam. Parantaka I was one of the important early Chola rulers. He defeated the Pandyas and the ruler 
of Ceylon. But he suffered a defeat at the hands of the Rashtrakutas in the famous battle of Takkolam. Parantaka I 
was a great builder of temples. He also provided the vimana of the famous Nataraja temple at Chidambaram with 
a golden roof. The two famous Uttiramerur inscriptions that give a detailed account of the village 
administration under the Cholas belong to his reign. 
 
19) Consider the following pairs: 
 Author    Literary work 
 1. Banabhatta  Harshacharitha 
 2. Harisena      Rajatharangini 
 3. Kalhana   Mushikavamsha 
Which of the above pairs is/are correctly matched? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1 only 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
The Harshacharita, is the biography of Indian emperor Harsha by Banabhatta, also known as Bana, who was 
a Sanskrit writer of seventh-century CE India. 
 
Rajatarangini is a metrical legendary and historical chronicle of the north-western Indian subcontinent, 
particularly the kings of Kashmir. It was written in Sanskrit by Kashmiri historian Kalhana in the 12th century CE. 
The work consists of 7826 verses, which are divided into eight books called Tarangas. 
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Mushikavamsha is a Sanskrit-language epic poem (mahakavya) composed by Atula, who is believed to have lived 
in the 11th century. It narrates the legendary history of the Mushika dynasty of Kerala. 
 
20) Consider the following statements regarding Bibi Ka Maqbara. 
 1. It is a tomb located in Andhra Pradesh. 
 2. It was commissioned in 1660s by the Mughal emperor Aurangzeb. 
 3. It is known as the ‘Taj of the Deccan’ because of its striking resemblance to the Taj Mahal. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 3 only 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 3 
  
 Solution: c) 
 
Bibi Ka Maqbara: 

• Bibi Ka Maqbara It is a tomb located in Aurangabad, Maharashtra. 

• It was commissioned in 1660 by the Mughal emperor Aurangzeb in the memory of his first and chief 
wife Dilras Banu Begum. 

• It is considered to be a symbol of Aurangzeb’s ‘conjugal fidelity’. 

• The structure, known as the ‘Taj of the Deccan’ because of its striking resemblance to the Taj Mahal. 
 

 
 
21) Consider the following statements regarding Harappan Civilization. 
 1. Ancient Greek civilization was contemporary to Harappan civilization. 

2. The evidence of beadmakers’ shops have been found at Chanhudaro and Lothal. 
3. At Kalibangan, a brick structure has been identified as a dockyard meant for berthing ships and 
handling cargo. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2 only 
 d) 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Egypt civilization and Mesopotamian civilization were contemporary to Harappan Civilization. Ancient Greek 
civilization came into existence much later after the decline of Harappan civilization. 
 
Bead-making also was an important craft. Beads were made of precious and semiprecious stones such as agate 
and carnelian. Steatite was used for making beads. 
The evidence of beadmakers’ shops have been found at Chanhudaro and Lothal. Gold and silver beads have also 
been found. Ivory carving and inlaying used in beads, bracelets and other decorations were also in practice. 
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At Lothal, a brick structure has been identified as a dockyard meant for berthing ships and handling cargo. 
This suggests that Lothal was an important port and trading centre of the Harappan people. 
 
22) Consider the following statements regarding Bimbisara. 

1. Bimbisara belonged to the Haryanka dynasty. 
2. He consolidated his position through matrimonial alliances. 
3. He was neither a contemporary of Vardhamana Mahavira nor Gautama Buddha. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
Bimbisara belonged to the Haryanka dynasty. He consolidated his position by matrimonial alliances. His first 
matrimonial alliance was with the ruling family of Kosala. He married Kosaladevi, sister of Prasenajit. He was given 
the Kasi region as dowry which yielded large revenue. Bimbisara married Chellana, a princess of the Licchavi 
family of Vaisali. This matrimonial alliance secured for him the safety of the northern frontier. Moreover, it 
facilitated the expansion of Magadha northwards to the borders of Nepal. He also married Khema of the royal 
house of Madra in central Punjab. Bimbisara also undertook many expeditions and added more territories to his 
empire. He defeated Brahmadatta of Anga and annexed that kingdom. He maintained friendly relations with 
Avanti. He had also efficiently reorganized the administration of his kingdom. 
Bimbisara was a contemporary of both Vardhamana Mahavira and Gautama Buddha. However, both religions 
claim him as their supporter and devotee. He seems to have made numerous gifts to the Buddhist Sangha. 
 
23) Consider the following pairs regarding the administration of Harshavardhana. 
 Administrative post:              Responsibility 
 1. Sandhi-vigrahika  Chief banker 
 2. Prathama-kulika      Minister of war and peace 
 3. Maha-danda-nayaka  Chief Judicial Officer 
Which of the above pairs is/are correctly matched? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 3 only 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
Under Harshavardhana’s rule, some important administrative posts were hereditary. This means that sons 
succeeded fathers to these posts. For example, the poet Harishena was a maha-danda-nayaka, or chief judicial 
officer, like his father. 
Sometimes, one person held many offices. For instance, besides being a maha-danda-nayaka, Harishena was a 
kumar-amatya, meaning an important minister, and a sandhi-vigrahika, meaning a minister of war and peace. 
Besides, important men probably had a say in local administration. These included the nagarashreshthi or chief 
banker or merchant of the city, the sarthavaha or leader of the merchant caravans, the prathama-kulika or the 
chief craftsman, and the head of the kayasthas or scribes. 
 
24) Which of the following was/were the recommendations of Simon Commission? 
 1. Establishment of a federation of British India 

2. Continuation of dyarchy 
3. Abolition of communal electorate 

Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1 only 
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 b) 1, 2 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
The Indian Statutory Commission also known as Simon Commission, was a group of seven Members 
of Parliament under the chairmanship of Sir John Simon. The commission arrived in British India in 1928 to study 
constitutional reform in India. 
All the members of the commission were British and hence, all the parties boycotted the commission. 
The commission submitted its report in 1930 and recommended 

• The abolition of dyarchy 

• Extension of responsible government in the provinces, 

• Establishment of a federation of British India.  

• Princely states, continuation of communal electorate and so on.  
 
25) Consider the following statements. 
 1. In 1932, Ramsay MacDonald announced a scheme of representation of the minorities, which came to 
be known as the Communal Award. 
 2. Communal award did not extend separate electorates to the depressed classes. 
 3. WhitePaper on Constitutional Reforms was prepared by Jawaharlal Nehru. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2, 3 
 c) 1 only 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
In August 1932, Ramsay MacDonald, the British Prime Minister, announced a scheme of representation of the 
minorities, which came to be known as the Communal Award. 
Communal award not only continued separate electorates for the Muslims, Sikhs, Indian Christians, AngloIndians 
and Europeans but also extended it to the depressed classes (scheduled castes). 
On the basis of round table discussions, a ‘White Paper on Constitutional Reforms’ was prepared and submitted 
for the consideration of the Joint Select Committee of the British Parliament. 
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6. Environment 
 
1) Consider the following statements regarding Sea Buckthorn. 
 1. It is found above the tree line in the Himalayan region. 

2. It is largely used to produce bio-diesel 
3. It prevents soil erosion in the region which it grows. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
Sea Buckthorn is a shrub which produces an orange-yellow coloured edible berry. It is found above the tree line 
in the Himalayan region, generally in dry areas such as the cold deserts of Ladakh and Spiti. 
 
In Himachal Pradesh, it is locally called chharma and grows in the wild in Lahaul and Spiti and parts of Kinnaur. A 
major part is covered by this plant in Himachal Pradesh, Ladakh, Uttarakhand, Sikkim and Arunachal Pradesh. 
 
Seabuckthorn is a soil-binding plant which prevents soil-erosion, checks siltation in rivers and helps preserve 
floral biodiversity. Its fruit and leaves are rich in vitamins, carotenoids and omega fatty acids. 
 
Seabuckthorn also has commercial value, as it is used in making juices, jams, nutritional capsules etc. 
 
2) Which of the following pairs of soil type and its characteristic are correctly matched? 
 1. Oxisols : These soils are very old and highly weathered 
 2. Entisols : Weakly developed soils with no horizons 
 3. Inceptisols : These soils have very high quantity of organic matter in the upper layers 
 4. Histosols : Soils having weakly or quickly developed hozirons 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 3 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 2, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
Inceptisols : Soils having weakly or quickly developed hozirons 
 
Histosols : These soils have very high quantity of organic matter in the upper layers 
 
3) Asola Bhatti Wildlife Sanctuary, sometimes seen in news, is located in 
 a) Arunachal Pradesh 
 b) Assam 
 c) Delhi 
 d) Punjab 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Asola-Bhati Wildlife Sanctuary covering 32.71 km2 area on the Southern Delhi Ridge of Aravalli hill range on Delhi-
Haryana border lies in Southern Delhi as well as northern parts of Faridabad and Gurugram districts of Haryana. 
 
4) Consider the following statements regarding African Elephant. 
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 1. It is the largest animal walking the Earth. 
2. Upper incisor teeth develop into tusks in African elephants and grow throughout their lifetime. 

 3. Between the two subspecies of African elephants, Forest elephants are larger than Savanna elephants, 
and their tusks curve outwards. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
The African elephant is the largest animal walking the Earth. Their herds wander through 37 countries in Africa. 
They are easily recognized by their trunk that is used for communication and handling objects. And their large 
ears allow them to radiate excess heat. Upper incisor teeth develop into tusks in African elephants and grow 
throughout their lifetime.  
There are two subspecies of African elephants—the Savanna (or bush) elephant and the Forest elephant. Savanna 
elephants are larger than forest elephants, and their tusks curve outwards. In addition to being smaller, forest 
elephants are darker and their tusks are straighter and point downward. There are also differences in the size 
and shape of the skull and skeleton between the two subspecies. 
 
5) Consider the following statements regarding Adaptation Fund (AF). 
 1. It is an international fund that finances projects and programs aimed at helping developing countries to 
adapt to the harmful effects of climate change. 

2. It has been established under the Paris Agreement. 
3. The Adaptation Fund is financed with a share of proceeds from the clean development mechanism 

(CDM) project activities. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
The Adaptation Fund (AF) was established in 2001 to finance concrete adaptation projects and programmes in 
developing country Parties to the Kyoto Protocol that are particularly vulnerable to the adverse effects of 
climate change. 
The Adaptation Fund is financed with a share of proceeds from the clean development mechanism 
(CDM) project activities and other sources of funding.  
 
6) Consider the following statements. 
 1. Aestivation is the type of winter sleep, performed by the warm as well as cold-blooded animals. 
 2. Hibernation is the type of summer sleep, performed by cold-blooded animals. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
The state of inactivity and a low metabolic process performed by the animals during the winters is known 
as Hibernation. It is also known as winter sleep. It may be performed by both the warm and cold-blooded 
animals. Examples include bats, birds, mammals, insects, etc 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/


INSTA STATIC QUIZ 

www.insightsonindia.com                           48                                                                                  

 
On the contrary, when animals take rest in shady and moist place during summer, it is called Aestivation or 
Estivation. Aestivation is also known as summer sleep. It is performed by cold-blooded animals. Examples 
include bees, snails, earthworms, salamanders, frogs, earthworms, crocodiles, tortoise, etc 
 
7) Which of the following reasons can be attributed for rarely finding very small animals in Polar Regions? 
 1. Very small animals tend to lose body heat very fast when it is cold outside. 

2. Very small animals have a smaller surface area relative to their volume. 
3. Very small animals have to expend much energy to generate body heat through metabolism. 

Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
Thermoregulation is energetically expensive for many organisms. This is particularly true for small animals like 
shrews and humming birds. Heat loss or heat gain is a function of surface area. Since small animals have a larger 
surface area relative to their volume, they tend to lose body heat very fast when it is cold outside.  
They have to expend much energy to generate body heat through metabolism. 
This is the main reason why very small animals are rarely found in polar regions. 
 
8) Which of the following type of algae that inhabit the sea is/are likely to be found in the deepest waters? 
 a) Blue-green algae 
 b) Red algae 
 c) Green algae 
 d) Brown algae 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
Red algae are able to grow in depth of seas as compared to green algae because of the presence of more 
quantity of pigment phycoerythrin in red algae growing at depth. Phycoerythrin can absorb blue- green 
wavelength of visible spectrum of light that can reach the maximum depth of water and help in 
photosynthesizing those red algae. 
 
9) Consider the following statements regarding Ecological Niche. 
 1. A niche can be described as the interactions between a species with its biotic and abiotic environment. 

2. Two species can occupy the same niche in the same environment for a long time. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
Niche is basically the ecological or functional role of a species in an ecosystem, especially with regards to food 
consumption. A niche can also be described as the interactions, a species has with its biotic and abiotic 
environment.  
According to the competitive exclusion principle, no two species can occupy the same niche in the same 
environment for a long time. 
 
10) The largest contributor of Greenhouse effect is 
 a) Methane 
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 b) Carbon Dioxide 
 c) Water Vapour 
 d) Nitrous oxides 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Water vapor is Earth’s most abundant greenhouse gas. It’s responsible for about half of Earth’s greenhouse 
effect — the process that occurs when gases in Earth’s atmosphere trap the Sun’s heat. 
 
11) Which of the following is/are invasive species in India? 

1. Common water hyacinth 
2. Lantana Camara 
3. Eucalyptus 
4. Prosopis juliflora 

Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 3 
 b) 1, 3, 4 
 c) 2, 3, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
All the species given above are invasive species. 
 
An alien plant also referred to as exotic, introduced, foreign, non-indigenous or non-native, is one that has been 
introduced by humans intentionally or otherwise through human agency or accidentally from one region to 
another. An alien plant that has escaped from its original ecosystem and is reproducing on its own in the regional 
flora is considered a naturalized species. Those naturalized aliens that become so successful as to spread in the 
flora and displace native biota or threatens valued environmental, agricultural or personal resources by the 
damage it causes are considered invasive. 
 
Some of India’s most notorious invasive species include lantana, parthenium, Siam weed, Mexican devil 
(Ageratina adenophora) and mesquite (Prosopis juliflora). The water hyacinth (Eichhornia crassipes) has invaded 
many inland water bodies, while alligator weed (Alternanthera philoxeroides) invades both aquatic and terrestrial 
habitats in India. 
 
12) How do body acclimatize itself to the altitude sickness in higher altitude during mountain climbing? 
 1. Increasing breathing rate 

2. Decreasing red blood cell production. 
3. Increasing the binding capacity of haemoglobin. 

Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 2, 3 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
Altitude sickness means the physical distress from difficulty in adjusting to lower oxygen pressure at high altitude. 
Its symptoms include nausea, fatigue and heart palpitations. 
But gradually you get acclimatized and stop experiencing altitude sickness. The body compensates low oxygen 
availability by increasing red blood cell production, decreasing the binding capacity of haemoglobin and by 
increasing breathing rate. 
 
13) Consider the following pairs: 
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 Interspecific interactions:    Example: 
 1. Mutualism        Fig tree and the pollinator species of wasp. 

2. Parasitism        Koel laying its eggs in the nest of crow. 
3. Amensalism   Sea anemone and clown fish 

Which of the above pairs is/are correctly matched? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
Mutualism describes the ecological interaction between two or more species where each species has a net 
benefit. Mutualism is thought to be the most common type of ecological interaction, and it is often dominant in 
most communities worldwide. Example: Fig tree and the pollinator species of wasp. 
 
Brood parasitism in birds is a fascinating example of parasitism in which the parasitic bird lays its eggs in the 
nest of its host and lets the host incubate them. During the course of evolution, the eggs of the parasitic bird 
have evolved to resemble the host’s egg in size and colour to reduce the chances of the host bird detecting the 
foreign eggs and ejecting them from the nest. 
 
Commensalism is a long-term biological interaction in which members of one species gain benefits while those 
of the other species neither benefit nor are harmed. Example: Sea anemone and clown fish. 
 
14) Consider the following statements. 
 1. In a terrestrial ecosystem, a much larger fraction of energy flows through the grazing food chain than 
through the detritus food chain. 

2. In an aquatic ecosystem, detritus food chain is the major conduit for energy flow. 
3. Detritus food chain may be connected with the grazing food chain at some levels. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 c) 3 only 
 d) 1, 2 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
In an aquatic ecosystem, Grazing food chain is the major conduit for energy flow. 
 
As against this, in a terrestrial ecosystem, a much larger fraction of energy flows through the detritus food chain 
than through the grazing food chain. 
 
Detritus food chain may be connected with the grazing food chain at some levels: some of the organisms of DFC 
are prey to the GFC animals, and in a natural ecosystem, some animals like cockroaches, crows, etc., are 
omnivores. 
These natural interconnection of food chains make it a food web. 
 
15) Consider the following statements. 
 1. Ecological Succession is the gradual process by which ecosystems change and develop over time. 
 2. Hydrarch succession takes place in wetter areas and xerarch succession takes place in dry areas. 
 3. The species that invade a bare area are called keystone species. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
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 d) 1 only 
 
 Solution: a)  
 
Ecological Succession is the gradual process by which ecosystems change and develop over time. 
Based on the nature of the habitat – whether it is water (or very wet areas) or it is on very dry areas – succession 
of plants is called hydrach or xerarch, respectively. 
 
Hydrarch succession takes place in wetter areas and the successional series progress from hydric to the mesic 
conditions. 
As against this, xerarch succession takes place in dry areas and the series progress from xeric to mesic 
conditions. Hence, both hydrarch and xerach successions lead to medium water conditions (mesic) – neither too 
dry (xeric) nor too wet (hydric). 
 
The species that invade a bare area are called pioneer species. In primary succession on rocks these are usually 
lichens which are able to secrete acids to dissolve rock, helping in weathering and soil formation. 
 
A keystone species is a species that has a disproportionately large effect on its natural environment relative to its 
abundance. Without keystone species, the ecosystem would be dramatically different or cease to exist 
altogether. 
 
16) Consider the following statements regarding Megadiverse countries. 
 1. The term megadiverse countries refers to a group of nations that harbour the majority of Earth's 
species and high numbers of endemic species.   
 2. To qualify as a Megadiverse Country, a country must have marine ecosystems within its borders. 
3. India, Brazil, Russia and South Africa are some of the identified Megadiverse countries. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
The term megadiverse country refers to any one of a group of nations that harbor the majority of Earth's species 
and high numbers of endemic species. Conservation International identified 17 megadiverse countries in 
1998. Many of them are located in, or partially in, tropical or subtropical regions. 
 
The main criterion for megadiverse countries is endemism at the level of species, genera and families. A 
megadiverse country must have at least 5,000 species of endemic plants and must border marine ecosystems. 
 
The identified Megadiverse Countries are: United States of America, Mexico, Colombia, Ecuador, Peru, 
Venezuela, Brazil, Democratic Republic of Congo, South Africa, Madagascar, India, Malaysia, Indonesia, 
Philippines, Papua New Guinea, China, and Australia. 
 
17) Consider the following statements regarding Biodiversity Hotspots. 
 1. Norman Myers introduced the concept of Biodiversity hotspots. 

2. One of the criteria to qualify as Biodiversity Hotspots is, it must contain at least 15,000 species of 
endemic vascular plants. 
3. Western Himalayas falls under a biological hotspot. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 2, 3 
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 Solution: a) 
 
The concept of a biodiversity hotspot was put forward by Norman Myers in 1988. 
 
The criteria which are necessary for a region to be categorized as a biodiversity hotspot include: 

• Species endemism – it must contain at least 1500 species of vascular plants, which is more than 0.5 
percent of the world’s total plant population, as endemic species. 

• Degree of threat – it must have lost at least 70 percent of its original habitat due to human interventions. 
 
Biodiversity hotspots in South Asia 

• Eastern Himalaya  

• Indo-Burma and Myanmar  

• Western Ghats and Sri Lanka  
 
18) Which of the following species is/are endemic to India? 
 1. Lion tailed macaque 

2. Sangai Deer 
3. Asiatic Lion 
4. Nilgiri tahr 

Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 4 
 b) 1, 2, 3 
 c) 2, 3, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
The lion-tailed macaque is an Old World monkey endemic to the Western Ghats. 
 
The sangai is an endemic and endangered subspecies of Eld's deer found only in Manipur. 
 
The Asiatic lion is surviving today only in India. 
 
The Nilgiri tahr is an ungulate that is endemic to the Nilgiri Hills and the southern portion of 
the Western and Eastern Ghats in the states of Tamil Nadu and Kerala. 
 
19) Consider the following statements regarding sarus crane. 
 1. Sarus Crane is the world ‘s shortest flying bird. 

2. It is India‘s only resident breeding crane. 
3. Uttar Pradesh has declared the sarus crane as its official state bird. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
The sarus crane is a large nonmigratory crane found in parts of the Indian subcontinent, Southeast Asia, and 
Australia. Sarus Crane is the world‘s tallest flying bird. 
As per the Wildlife Trust of India it is also India‘s only resident breeding crane. It is omnivorous, feeding on fish 
and insects, as well as roots and plants. 
 
It is also the official State bird of Uttar Pradesh. 
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Source 
 
20) Consider the following statements regarding Environmental Impact Assessment. 
 1. In India, it is governed under the provisions of Environment (Protection) Act on 1986. 

2. The Espoo Convention sets out the obligations of Parties to assess the environmental impact of certain 
activities at an early stage of planning. 
3. India is a signatory to the Espoo Convention. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
Ministry of Environment & Forests had issued Notification on Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) of 
developmental projects, 1994 under the provisions of Environment (Protection) Act,1986. 
 
The Convention on Environmental Impact Assessment in a Transboundary Context (informally called the Espoo 
Convention) is a United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) convention signed in Espoo, Finland, 
in 1991 that entered into force in 1997. The Convention sets out the obligations of Parties—that is States that 
have agreed to be bound by the Convention—to carry out an environmental impact assessment of certain 
activities at an early stage of planning. 
 
India is not a signatory to the Espoo Convention. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://www.wti.org.in/projects/sarus-crane-conservation-project/

