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Indian Constitution- historical underpinnings, evolution, features, amendments,
significant provisions and basic structure.

Compare and contrast the pardoning powers of president and Governor in India as

enumerated in the constitution. (250 words)

Difficulty level: Easy

Reference: The Hindu

Why the question:

The Governor’s powers of pardon or remission under Article 161 of the Constitution have been in the
spotlight with the Supreme Court judgment ordering the release of A.G. Perarivalan, one of the seven
convicts in the Rajiv Gandhi assassination case.

Key Demand of the question:

To compare the pardoning powers of the president and the governor.

Directive word:

Compare and contrast — provide for a detailed comparison of the two types, their features that are
similar as well as different. One must provide for detailed assessment of the two.

Introduction:

Begin by giving an account of article 72 and article 161 of the constitution.

Body:

Article 161 mentions the Pardoning Power of the Governor. When a convict has committed an
offence against state law, the concerned punishment can be granted the pardon, reprieve, respite
and remission by the Governor of the state.

Differentiate between Pardoning Powers of Governor and the President in detail (tabulate them for
better presentation). Give relevant examples/case studies.

Conclusion:

Conclude by summarising their importance.

Introduction

Article 72 and 161 of the Indian Constitution empowers the President and the governors of States
respectively to grant pardons for the sentence. However, the ambit of President’s pardoning
power is wider than that of Governor.

Pardoning is an act of kindness that reduces the punishment conferred under the law for the offence
and restores the rights and privileges lost on account of the offence. It can be granted to individuals
who have been convicted of any offence against a law or sentenced by a court martial and for
sentence of death.
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Body:
Need for Pardoning powers:

e Pardons can be granted when individuals are deemed to have demonstrated that they
have “paid their debt to society”, or are otherwise considered to be deserving of them. It is
a form of reformative justice.

e Pardons are sometimes offered to persons who were either wrongfully convicted or who
claim that they were wrongfully convicted.

e Pardons are sometimes seen as a mechanism for combating corruption, allowing a particular
authority to circumvent a flawed judicial process to free someone that is seen as wrongly
convicted.

Similarities in the Pardoning power of the President and the Governor:

e President can pardon, reprive, respite, remit, suspend or commute the punishment or
sentence of any person convicted of any offence against a Central law.

o Governor can pardon, reprieve, respite, remit, suspend or commute the punishment
or sentence of any person convicted of any offence against a state law.

e Pardon: It removes both the sentence and the conviction and completely absolves the
convict from all sentences, punishments and disqualifications.

e Commutation: It denotes the substitution of one form of punishment for a lighter form. For
example, a death sentence may be commuted to rigorous imprisonment, which in turn may
be commuted to a simple imprisonment.

e Remission: It implies reducing the period of sentence without changing its character. For
example, a sentence of rigorous imprisonment for two years may be remitted to rigorous
imprisonment for one year.

e Respite: It denotes awarding a lesser sentence in place of one originally awarded due to
some special fact, such as the physical disability of a convict or the pregnancy of a woman
offender.

e Reprieve: It implies a stay of the execution of a sentence (especially that of death) for a
temporary period. Its purpose is to enable the convict to have time to seek pardon or
commutation from the President.

Difference between pardoning powers of president and governor:

The scope of the pardoning power of the President under Article 72 is wider than the pardoning
power of the Governor under Article 161. The power differs in the following two ways:

e Court martial: The power of the President to grant pardon extends in cases where the
punishment or sentence is by a Court Martial but Article 161 does not provide any such
power to the Governor.

o Death sentence: The President can grant pardon in all cases where the sentence given is
sentence of death but pardoning power of Governor does not extend to death sentence
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cases. Even if a state law prescribes the death sentence, the power to grant pardon lies with
the President and not the governor.

o However, the governor can suspend, remit or commute a death sentence.

o Inother words, both the governor and the President have concurrent power in
respect of suspension, remission and commutation of death sentence.

Supreme Court cases have laid down various norms regarding pardoning power of president

e In Maru Ram v Union of India, the Constitutional Bench of Supreme Court held that the
power under Article 72 is to be exercised on the advice of the Central Government and not
by the President on his own, and that the advice of the Government binds the head of the
Republic.

o The Supreme Court in Ranga Billa case observed that the term pardon itself signifies that it
is entirely a discretionary remedy and grant or rejection of it need not to be reasoned.

e Supreme Court in Kehar Singh v Union of India held that the grant of pardon by the
President is an act of grace and, therefore, cannot be claimed as a matter of right. The
power exercised by the President being exclusively of administrative nature, is not
justiciable.

e Pardoning powers under Articles 72 and 161 is subject to judicial review. In Epuru Sudhakar
vs Govt. Of A.P., the Supreme Court held that it is a well-set principle that a limited judicial
review of exercise of clemency powers is available to the Supreme Court and High Courts.
Granting of clemency by the President or Governor can be challenged on the following
grounds:

o The order has been passed without application of mind.
o The order has malafide intention.
o The order has been passed on wholly irrelevant considerations.
o Relevant material has been kept out of consideration.
o The orderis arbitrary.
Conclusion:

The pardoning power is founded on consideration of public good and is to be exercised on the
ground of public welfare. Pardon may substantially help in saving an innocent person from being
punished due to miscarriage of justice or in cases of doubtful conviction. The hope of being
pardoned itself serves as an incentive for the convict to behave himself in the prison institution and
thus, helps considerably in solving the issue of prison discipline.

Indian Constitution which upholds the principles of equality, fraternity, secularism etc.
are often considered as a ‘bag of borrowings’. Critically Analyse the statement. (250

words)

Difficulty level: Easy
Reference: Polity by M. Laxmikanth
Why the question:
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The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper — 2.

Key Demand of the question:

To write about the nature of borrowings with respect to the Indian constitution and elements of
originality.

Directive word:

Critically analyze — When asked to analyse, you must examine methodically the structure or nature
of the topic by separating it into component parts and present them in a summary. When ‘critically’
is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the topic and give a
balanced judgment on the topic.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Begin by giving context about borrowed features of India constitution.

Body:

First, write about the major borrowings of Indian constitution from various constitutions of the world.
Next, write about certain unique features of Indian constitution. write about how even though India
referred to other countries Constitution it cannot be concluded as a mere copying or borrowing. It is
evident in the Constitution that it is not bare copying which is happened but a clear adaptation of
ideas in a way which is suitable for the Indian society. Such approach or references thus cannot be
termed as copying moreover its studying and adapting ideologies in a suitable manner.

Conclusion:

Conclude by opining that Indian Constitution was as a bag of adaptations and not a bag of
borrowings.

Introduction

The Constitution of India is the longest written constitution of any independent country in the world.
However, the Indian Constitution is known as a bag of borrowings for its varied sources of many
features.

Dr BR Ambedkar rightly said that it was created after ransacking the known Constitutions across the
world.

Body
Borrowed features of Indian Constitution

e Government of India Act of 1935: Federal Scheme, Office of governor, Judiciary, Public
Service Commissions, Emergency provisions and administrative details.

e British Constitution: Parliamentary government, Rule of Law, legislative procedure, single
citizenship, cabinet system, prerogative writs, parliamentary privileges and bicameralism.

e British Constitution: Parliamentary government, Rule of Law, legislative procedure, single
citizenship, cabinet system, prerogative writs, parliamentary privileges and bicameralism.

e Irish Constitution: Directive Principles of State Policy, nomination of members to Rajya
Sabha and method of election of president.

e Canadian Constitution: Federation with a strong Centre, vesting of residuary powers in the
Centre, appointment of state governors by the Centre, and advisory jurisdiction of the
Supreme Court.

e
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e Australian Constitution: Concurrent List, freedom of trade, commerce and inter-course, and
joint sitting of the two Houses of Parliament.

e Weimar Constitution of Germany: Suspension of Fundamental Rights during Emergency.

e Soviet Constitution (USSR, now Russia): Fundamental duties and the ideal of justice (social,
economic and political) in the Preamble.

e French Constitution: Republic and the ideals of liberty, equality and fraternity in the
Preamble.

e South African Constitution: Procedure for amendment of the Constitution and election of
members of Rajya Sabha.

Unique features of Indian Constitution

e Lengthiest constitution: It is the lengthiest and the longest constitution in the world. It has
395 Articles and 12 Schedules.

o Also, about 90 Articles have been added since 1951 and there have been more than
100 Amendments.

e Federal and Unitary features: The federal features of governance are a dual system of
government i.e. center and states, the division of powers.

o But, it also contains many unitary features such as a strong center, All India Services
common to the center and the states, emergency provisions that can modify the
Constitution into a unitary one, the appointment of Governors by the President on
the advice of the center, etc.

¢ Rigid and flexible: The Indian Constitution is a combination or a blend of rigidity and
flexibility.

o As perArticle 368, some provisions can be amended by a special majority of the
Parliament i.e. a 2/3rd majority of the members of each House present and voting
and majority which is more than 50 percent of the total membership of each House.

e Parliamentary Sovereignty and Judicial Supremacy: The Indian Constitution has a proper
balance between Parliamentary sovereignty and Judicial Supremacy.

o The Supreme Court has the power of judicial review vide Articles 13,32 and 136.

Critical analysis

e The critics opined that the Indian Constitution contains nothing new and original. They
described it as a ‘borrowed Constitution’ or a ‘bag of borrowings’ or a ‘hotch-
potch Constitution’ or a ‘patchwork’ of several documents of the world constitutions.

e However, this criticism is unfair and illogical. This is because, the framers of the
Constitution made necessary modifications in the features borrowed from other
constitutions for their suitability to the Indian conditions, at the same time avoiding their
faults.
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e While answering the above criticism in the Constituent Assembly, Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, the
Chairman of the Drafting Committee, said: “One likes to ask whether there can be
anything new in a Constitution framed at this hour in the history of the world. More
than hundred years have rolled over when the first written Constitution was drafted. It has
been followed by many countries reducing their constitutions to writing.

o What the scope of a Constitution should be has long been settled. Similarly, what
are the fundamentals of a Constitution are recognized all over the world.

o Given these facts, all Constitutions in their main provisions must look similar. The
only new things, if there can be any, in a Constitution framed so late in the day are
the variations made to remove the faults and to accommodate it to the needs of the
country.

o The charge of producing a blind copy of the Constitutions of other countries is
based, on an inadequate study of the Constitution

Conclusion

India is a country which adopted its provisions of Constitution from more than 60 countries. The
references made to these countries made Indian Constitution the lengthiest of the world. Provisions
from other countries made Indian Constitution more accurate and helped to involve major set of
provisions which is necessary for a country. Even though India referred to other countries
Constitution it cannot be concluded as a mere copying or borrowing. It is evident in the Constitution
that it is not bare copying which is happened but a clear adaptation of ideas in a way which is
suitable for the Indian society. Such approach or references thus cannot be termed as copying
moreover its studying and adapting ideologies in a suitable manner.

Salient features of the Representation of People’s Act.

India’s political system needs to better reflect its social and cultural character and
hence we must move towards a better alternative than the existing first past the

post(FPTP) system to choose our representatives. Critically analyse. (250 words)

Difficulty level: Moderate

Reference: Indian Express

Why the question:

The question before India, given its diversity and size, is whether there should be a reform of our
electoral system to ensure greater legitimacy to the government in power.

Key Demand of the question:

To write about the limitation of the FPTP system and suggest alternatives.

Directive word:

Critically analyze — When asked to analyse, you must examine methodically the structure or nature
of the topic by separating it into component parts and present them in a summary. When ‘critically’
is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the topic and give a
balanced judgment on the topic.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Start by giving a brief about the existing FPTP system.

Body:
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Write about the FPTP system, its merits and demerits. Argue as to why FPTP is considered not truly
democratic and inclusive. Back up your arguments with relevant stats and data.

Next, write about the alternatives such as Proportional Representation and German Model etc.
Conclusion:

Conclude by writing a way forward.

Introduction

The first-past-the-post (FPTP) system is also known as the simple majority system. In this voting
method, the candidate with the highest number of votes in a constituency is declared the winner.
This system is used in India in direct elections to the Lok Sabha and State Legislative Assemblies.
Article 81 of the constitution stipulates for FPTP.

Body

FPTP is not truly democratic or inclusive

A democratic decision in order to be considered legitimate must include all those affected
by it in the decision-making process.

o The FPTP system clearly violates this as minorities are not even accorded
representation, forget about participation in the decision-making process.

o An electoral system skewed in favour of a majority is not conducive to a
heterogeneous India, particularly when the Indian constitution also does not have
political safeguards for religious minorities.

e Results in Two Party system: Duverger, a French political scientist, argued that the FPTP
system tends to bring about a two-party system at the constituency level.

o Incountries like India, this translated into the establishment of a two-party system
at the State level which happened between 1967 and 1989.

e FPTP has completely failed to ensure representation to the minorities commensurate with
their demographic share. For instance, Muslims, the largest religious minority in India, have
dismal representation in both the present Lok Sabha and state legislative assemblies.

o It may exclude minority parties from representation in Parliament or Councils if
they don’t have concentration areas where their candidates can win. Lesser women
MPs, MLAs as they don’t have area of concentration.

e Inthe FPTP system, there is absolutely no link between the vote share obtained by the
political parties and the concomitant number of seats secured.

o Forinstance, in the 2014 general elections in India, the Bhartiya Janta Party (BJP)
had 31% of the vote share but this translated into almost 52% of the total seats in
the Lok Sabha. A 19% vote share for the Congress, however, meant only 8% of the
seats.

e FPTP mostly manufactures majorities by exaggerating the share of seats of the leading
party while it simultaneously penalises smaller parties, particularly those whose support is
spatially dispersed.

Need to re-examine the FPTP system in India: Exploring alternatives

e
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e Proportional Representation: The Law Commission in its 170th report, submitted in 1999,
recommended that India may combine the FPTP system with PR, modelled on the lines of
the hybrid system followed in Germany.

o Tothat end, the report suggested an increase in the Lok Sabha seats by an additional
25% which could be filled by PR while the FPTP system would continue to be used as
earlier for the existing seats.

e This proposal was reiterated by the Law Commission in its 255th report issued in 2015
though the government is yet to examine its proposals and take the next steps.

o After the state assembly elections in Uttar Pradesh once again produced skewed
results in favour of the leading party, an all-party parliamentary panel has started
looking at alternatives to FPTP.

e Case of Nepal: Even internationally, there is growing disenchantment with FPTP and many
democracies including UK and Canada, are embracing PR.

o Infact, one of India’s closest neighbours, Nepal, has chosen a hybrid electoral
system combining FPTP with PR.

e However, it would be wrong to assume that a PR system or a hybrid system for that matter
would be a panacea for all problems facing Indian democracy.

o After all, even the PR system would eventually lead to majoritarian decision-
making, albeit all shades of opinion will at least be represented.

e Minority representation: India must consider Ambedkar’s sagacious suggestion
that minorities must have representation in the cabinet in proportion to their population.

o This suggestion was put forward by Ambedkar in ‘States and Minorities’, a
memorandum on the safeguards for minorities in general and the Scheduled Castes
in particular drafted by Ambedkar and submitted to the constituent assembly in
1946.

o It was in the form of draft articles of a constitution and had specific provisions on
fundamental rights of citizens, safeguards of the rights of minorities and Scheduled
Castes to representation in the legislatures, local bodies, executive and services.

Conclusion

Thus, the election process and system should safeguard the following principles: more
representation, transparency, verifiability, fairness, eligibility to vote, free, secret and universal
suffrage, and accessibility. There is no one objectively “best” system. The need of the hour is to
debate, discuss, to evolve more suitable election system for India with changing times and
demography.

Value addition
Working of FPTP

e |tis the simplest form of plurality/majority system, using single member districts and
candidate-centred voting.
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e The voter is presented with the names of the nominated candidates and votes by choosing
one, and only one, of them.

e The winning candidate is simply the person who wins the most votes; in theory he or she
could be elected with two votes, if every other candidate only secured a single vote.

Benefits of FPTP

e The FPTP system is simple and easy to understand. There is no need for specialised
knowledge of elections and politics required considering the political literacy rate of India.

e During parliamentary debates members of constituency assembly representing Scheduled
Caste and General Hindus rejected the system of proportional representation because of its
complexity and difficult to understand for illiterate population.

e It retains link between the constituency, Member of Parliament (MP) and voter.
e FPTP fosters representation and Geographical Accountability.

e |tallows voters to choose between persons rather than just between parties or balances both
party and candidate. So, voter asses performance of individual candidate and party.

e Gives chance to popular candidate to get elected even without party backing.
e |tis a Cost-effective method of election.
e Ensures stable government in a diverse country like India.

Limitations of FPTP

e The object of the system is just to decide which candidate races past others, almost akin to a
horse race from where the term FPTP originated.

e Also, the degree of win is irrelevant and the candidate may win by a landslide or a lucky
draw.

o While a candidate representing only a part of the constituency is a dangerous problem on its
own, it leads to more serious issues at the state and national level.

e |t will encourage development of ethnic parties. political parties base their plans, policies in
favour of particular clan, religion, region, etc.

e Since there is delimitation of boundaries, cases of gerrymandering can

e |tleaves a large number of wasted votes which do not go towards the election of any
candidate.

e The other issue with the FPTP is that the threshold is so high that newer parties cannot enter
the fray.

e
Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpocchCX9GEIwaile4HLjwA

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia Page 15



https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia

INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS

QUESTION BANKS FOR

Prepare in the Most Comprehensive Way!

ART AND
CULTURE

BUY NOW

INSTA COURSES

Join our Courses & Get Ready for IAS

INSIGH'I SIAS
| SMELENRROR M |

Apply Now at » www.instacourses.insightsonindia.com

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips

Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpocchCX9GEIwaile4HLjwA
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia

Page 16

w


https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia

INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS ‘0’

Explanation + Quest + Understand + Interact + Perform

Personal Mentorship « Free Access to All India Prelims Test Series
Ignite Session « Integrated Ethics & Essay Classes

INSTACLASSES 2022 e amanent Fatae oo ot s oo
Early Bird
Offer @ CLICK HERE

OGP- Offline & Online Guidance Program
il 10* August 2021 for Batch 2

ADMISSIONS OPEN
¢ Just Guide You
’P You! CESS! il 5% Sept 2021 for Batch 3
We QUIP Strategy for yourSUC $
E Batch 2 starts from 16" August 2021 ‘ Batch 3 starts from 15% Sept. 2021

@ Bangalore Office : 7483163074 / 9380863034 | Delhi Office : 7303318519 / 011-49520205 | Hyderabad Office : 8688512637 | P4 support@insightsias.com

INTEGRATED PRELIMS CUM MRINS pew;
(ST [EA I P24 1 FLAGSHIP PROGRAM OF INSIGHTSIAS

50Preums»5z Mains Tests in EBS Approach 31',“,2‘:’3,"1;1 Personalised feedback smm’s FROM 2["” .".".Y 202] SUBfﬂRIBEHERE

w %“k ennyaioorr 15% miscouw e 30TH JUNE 2021

G @, 0sussoreR 20% DISCOUNT gupermnon A

Bangalore: 7483163074 / 9380863034, Delhi: 7303318519 / 011-49520205, Hyderabad: 8688512637 P —

N & INSIGHTSIAS

Appointment to various Constitutional posts, powers, functions and
responsibilities of various Constitutional Bodies.

The Fifth Schedule deals with administration of scheduled areas where tribal
communities are in a majority. Examine the role of Tribal advisory councils (TACs) in

ensuring welfare and advancement of scheduled tribes. (250 words)

Difficulty level: Moderate

Reference: Insights on India

Why the question:

The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper — 2.

Key Demand of the question:

To write about the functioning of Tribes Advisory Councils (TAC).

Directive word:

Examine — When asked to ‘Examine’, we must investigate the topic (content words) in detail, inspect
it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Begin by giving a brief about the aims and objectives of fifth schedule of Indian constitution.

Body:

First, write about the of Tribes Advisory Councils (TAC), its composition and functioning.

Next, write about performance of these councils to uphold their stated objectives. The positives —
prohibit or restrict the transfer of land, regulate the allotment of land, requlate the carrying on of
business as money-lender etc.
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Next, write about the limitations in the performance of these councils — The functioning of the TAC
has been unsatisfactory, the rehabilitation and settlement is inadequate, the meetings of Tribal
Advisory Council (TAC) have been irregular, the Governor’s report has been insufficient and also there
has been unsatisfactory implementation of development programmes.

Conclusion:

Conclude by writing a way forward.

Introduction

The Fifth Schedule of the Indian constitution outlines the provisions for administration of Scheduled
areas. To take care of the welfare of the scheduled tribes, a Tribal Advisory Council (TAC) is
constituted in each state with a scheduled area. This Tribal Advisory Council will be made

of maximum 20 members out of which the three-fourth will be Scheduled Tribes MLAs in the state.
The duty of the TAC is to advise on matters pertaining to the “welfare and advancement” of the
Scheduled Tribes “as may be referred to them by the Governor”.

Body
TAC

e Article 244 confers plenary power on the Governor to bring independent legislations in
respect of tribal affairs in consultation with the TAC.

e Due to this, the role of TAC is very crucial in the governance of Scheduled Areas.

e The number of members of these councils, mode of their appointment, appointment of the
chairman, officers and servants of these councils, conduct of its meeting and general
business are controlled by the Governor of the state in question.

e Tribes
Advisory Councils (TAC) have been constituted in Scheduled Area States of Andhra
Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Gujarat, Jharkhand, Himachal Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Mahara
shtra, Odisha,
Rajasthan and Though Tamil Nadu, Uttarakhand and West Bengal do not have any
scheduled area, they have also constituted TAC.

e TACs are primarily representative bodies and they have got the power of law-making’ in
certain specified fields such as management of a forest other than a reserved forest,
inheritance of property, marriage and social customs, and the Governor mar also confer
upon these Councils the power to try certain suits or offences.

e TACs also have the power to assess and collect land revenue and to impose certain specified
taxes.

e TACs shall also possess judicial power, civil and criminal, subject to the jurisdiction of the
High Court as the Governor may from time to time specify

Shortcomings of TAC

e The TACs can only discuss and make recommendations on those issues which are referred
to it by the Governor.

e It functions only in an advisory capacity and has no power of implementation.
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e The Councils are not accountable to the tribal population given that they are appointed by
the Governor or the State Government.

¢ The negligence to constitute the TAC is equal to negating the rights of tribals and stalling
the process of governance.

e Governor usually is bound by the advice of Council of Ministers as against TAC, despite TAC
being authorised to advice with respect to matters pertaining to 5" Scheduled areas.

e The laws made by the Councils shall have, however, no effect unless assented to by the
Governor.

e  Fifth Schedule accorded far greater autonomy to tribal areas, but Tribes Advisory Council
remained a mere consultancy body rather than an autonomous decision-making body.

e Unlike the Sixth Schedule wherein Autonomous District Councils have been given significant
legislative, judicial and executive powers on several important matters, the Fifth Schedule
places the governance of tribal areas in ‘mainland’ India largely in the hands of the
Governor.

e Itis the State Governments rather than the Governor which have framed the rules regarding
TAC functioning which has led to the near complete usurpation of these bodies by the
political parties in power.

e There is minimal representation of women and minorities in the council.
Way forward

e The Tribes Advisory Council is an integral part of the administrative structure of the
Fifth Schedule.

e There needs to be a radical restructuring of the composition of the

e Instead of two-thirds elected members from the State Legislature, this should be
restricted to half the members of the

e Moreover, these elected
representatives must come from different political parties, rather than only
from the ruling

e The scope and responsibilities of TAC should be widened to transform it
into the Tribes Advisory, Protective and Developmental

e Constitutional provisions, laws, policies, and administrative matters pertaining to the
Scheduled Tribes must come under its ambit.

e The tribal development plan of a State and its outlay should be
approved by the TAC before it is placed before the Legislative Assembly.

e Inview of the serious responsibility placed on the TAC, it should be made compulsory
for the Council to meet at least four times a year.

e The Tribal Welfare Department should be made accountable to the TAC. It should
present its annual plan, budget and performance report to the TAC and receive its approval
for the next year.
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e Theagenda for the TAC meetings should be prepared through due consultation with
the members.

e The Governor should be made responsible for the overall functioning of the TAC.

The institution of the Lokpal is yet to play any significant role in tackling corruption in

the country. Examine. (250 words)

Difficulty level: Moderate

Reference: Insights on India

Why the question:

The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper — 2.

Key Demand of the question:

To write about limitations of Lokpal and the ways to effective operationalise Lokapal.

Directive word:

Examine — When asked to ‘Examine’, we must investigate the topic (content words) in detail, inspect
it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications.

Structure of the answer:

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Begin by writing about the aims and objectives of Lokpal and Lokayutka in India.

Body:

First, write about the various issues concerning Lokpal in India — government has not made rules
prescribing the form for filing complaints to the Lokpal, rules regarding asset disclosure by public
servants, inquiry and prosecution wings are yet to be set up, not appointment of the Director of
Inquiry or Prosecution etc.

Next, writ about the impact of the above and suggest steps to overcome it.

Conclusion:

Conclude by writing a way forward to effectively operationalise Lokpal.

Introduction

In order to meet a long-standing demand to establish a mechanism for dealing complaints on
corruptions against public functionaries, including corruption at high places, the Lokpal and
Lokayukta Act, 2013 was enacted.

The Lokpal would deal with complaints against ministers and secretaries at Central and state levels,
and the lokayukta (one at the Centre and one in every state) would deal with complaints against
other specified higher officials. The ARC kept the judiciary outside the purview of Lokpal and
lokayukta.

Body
Salient features of the Act wrt Lokpal

e Establishes Lokpal as an anti-corruption institution or ombudsman at the centre (union) to
inquire into cases of corruption involving public functionaries.

e The jurisdiction of Lokpal extends to-

o Anyone who is or has been Pm, minister in union government or a MP as well as
officials of the union government under Group A, B, C & D.
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o Any board, corporation, society, trust or autonomous body either established by an
act of Parliament or wholly/ partially funded by centre.

o Anybody that receives foreign contribution above Rs 10 lakh.

Exceptions for PM: No inquiry if allegation against PM relates to international relations, ext
& internal security, public order, atomic energy & space.

o No complaints against PM to be probed unless full Lokpal bench considers the
initiation of inquiry and at least 2/3rd members approve it.

o Inquiry against PM to be held in camera.

Reasons for Lokpal not playing a significant role in tackling corruption in the country

No suo moto powers: Lokpal cannot suo motu proceed against any public servant. There is
more emphasis on form of complaint rather than substance.

Fear of punishment: Heavy punishment for false and frivolous complaints against public
servants may deter complaints being filed to Lokpal.

No anonymous complaints: Anonymous complaints are not allowed. An individual can’t just
make a complaint on plain paper and drop it in a box with supporting documents.

Legal assistance to public servant is given against whom complaint is filed.

Limited time frame: Limitation period of 7 years to file complaints. Many big scams take
years to come to fray and the time may exceed 7 years. This limitation hinders in
investigating such cases under Lokpal.

Exceptions for PM: Very non-transparent procedure for dealing with complaints against the
PM.

Functioning of Lokpal in India

Non appointment for several years: For more than five years, the chairperson and
members of the Lokpal were not appointed.

o The government had claimed that since no one could be recognised as the Leader
of the Opposition (LoP) after the 2014 general election, the committee responsible
for selecting members of the Lokpal could not be constituted.

Amending the law: This malady could have been easily remedied by either recognising the
leader of the single largest party in Opposition in the Lok Sabha as the LoP, or by amending
the Lokpal law to allow the leader of the largest Opposition party to be a member of the
committee in the absence of a recognised LoP (this was done for the selection committee
of the CBI Director). However, neither recourse was taken.

Delay in appointment: The chairperson and members of the Lokpal were appointed only in
March 2019 after a contempt petition was filed in the Supreme Court following the failure
of the government to comply with the 2017 ruling of the court to initiate the process of
making appointments.

Selection of Chairperson: The four-member selection committee, having

a preponderance of representatives of the ruling party with an inherent bias towards
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recommending candidates favoured by the government, selected the Chair and members of
the Lokpal.

o The manner in which the appointments were made raised doubts about the
independence of the Lokpal even before it became operational.

¢ Non-starter: Despite the fracas over appointments, many had hoped that once constituted,
the Lokpal would nevertheless be a significant oversight body to check corruption and the
arbitrary use of power by the government

o More than 10 months later, however, evidence suggests that the Lokpal is a non-
starter.

o Till date, the government has not made rules prescribing the form for filing
complaints to the Lokpal.

o The Central government has also failed to formulate rules regarding asset
disclosure by public servants.

¢ No formulation of regulations: Regulations which the Lokpal was obligated to make under
the law are yet to be made, including those specifying the manner and procedure of
conducting preliminary inquiry and investigation.

e Cases disposed: The website of the Lokpal states that it scrutinised 1,065 complaints
received till September 30, 2019 and disposed of 1,000.

o Since necessary procedures to operationalise, the law is yet to be put in place, the
legal veracity of the decisions of the Lokpal could potentially be challenged in a court
of law.

Way forward

e Thereis a need for a mechanism that provides for simple, independent, speedy means of
delivering justice by redressing the grievances of the people without succumbing to the
clutches of the executive.

e The issue of Leader of Opposition in the Selection committee must be resolved by amending
the act.

e The jurisdictions must be clear so that there is no overlap in the powers.

e Any new piece of legislation even when implemented becomes lengthy and time consuming
and stretched over years.

e The Administrative Reforms Commission (ARC) recommended the enacting of the Office of a
Lokpal, convinced that such an institution was justified, not only for removing the sense of
injustice from the minds of citizens, but also to instil public confidence in the efficiency of
the administrative machinery.

e ltisrightly said by Publius Cornelius Tecitus that “the more corrupt the state, the more
laws”.

Conclusion
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Looking at the low ranking of India in Corruption on global level, there is a need to check the
corruption by strong institutions. Creation of the institution of Lokpal and Lokayuktas by forming its
members to function has come up as a welcome step. But it must function independently of any
political influence so that a proper system of checks-and -balance is maintained in the federal and
democratic system of India.

Structure, organization and functioning of the Executive and the Judiciary—
Ministries and Departments of the Government; pressure groups and
formal/informal associations and their role in the Polity.

Judicial appointments to reduce vacancies and infrastructure upgradation to have a
seamless network of courts is key to downsizing judicial pendency. Comment. (250
words)

Difficulty level: Moderate

Reference: The Hindu

Why the question:

It is unfortunate that the proposal by the Chief Justice of India (Cll) for a national judicial
infrastructure corporation with corresponding bodies at the State level, did not find favour with many
Chief Ministers at the recent joint conference of Chief Justices and Chief Ministers.

Key Demand of the question:

To write about various causes for pendency of cases in India, its impact and suggest measures to
overcome.

Directive word:

Comment— here we must express our knowledge and understanding of the issue and form an overall
opinion thereupon.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Begin by giving vital statistics to substantiate on the judicial pendency.

Body:

First, write the causes for it — The cumulative effect of persisting vacancies, strained budgets,
inadequate infrastructure combined with the continuous inflow of cases inevitably impacts mounting
pendency and the time taken for cases to resolve.

Next bring out the impact of it — faith in the justice system, under trial prisoners their due of justice,
impact on Economic reforms and foreign investors, Judiciary becomes overworked and lose its
efficiency.

Suggest measures to overcome the above.

Conclusion:

Conclude with a way forward to overcome the above issues.

Introduction

The Indian judiciary has a host of problems acting as hurdles in the speedy delivery of

justice. Pendency of cases is one such problem that has been ailing the judiciary for a long time
along with infrastructure deficit. There is already a loss of trust of people in judiciary and Rule of
Law, due to which citizens have to settle matter out of court, even if it is not in their interest.

Body

Background

e
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The retirements in the topmost rung of the judiciary in 2022 would encompass changes in
the powerful Supreme Court Collegium and see two new Chief Justices in a span of months.

The working judicial strength is 32 against the sanctioned strength of 34.

The Supreme Court’s statistics show that 70,362 cases are pending with it as on April 1,
2022.

While 52,110 are admission matters, 18,522 are regular hearing cases.

The number of Constitution Bench cases (both main and connected matters) total 422.

Causes for huge pendency of cases

Shifting role of SC: The key reason for the mounting of pending cases can be attributed
to shifting the role of the Supreme Court from adjudicating cases of constitutional
significance into a regular court of appeals.

o According to legal experts, most of the cases that the Supreme Court was handling
daily are either appeals from various high courts or cases of gross violation of
individual’s fundamental rights. But this role was never meant for the apex court.

Shortage of judges: From 1950 to 1921, the number of Supreme Court judges has increased
nearly four times. Even then, case pendency has steadily kept rising.

o Around 5,580 or 25% of posts are lying empty in the subordinate courts, which leads
to poor Judges to Population Ratio, as India has only 20 judges per million
population. Earlier, Law Commission had recommended 50 judges per million.

Frequent adjournments: The laid down procedure of allowing a maximum of three
adjournments per case is not followed in over 50 per cent of the matters being heard by
courts, leading to rising pendency of cases.

Low budgetary allocation leading to poor infrastructure: India spends only about 09% of its
GDP to maintain the judicial infrastructure. Infrastructure status of lower courts of the
country is miserably grim due to which they fail to deliver quality judgements.

o A 2016 report published by the Supreme Court showed that existing infrastructure
could accommodate only 15,540 judicial officers against the all-India sanctioned
strength of 20,558.

Burden of government cases: Statistics provided by LIMBS shows that the Centre and the
States were responsible for over 46% of the pending cases in Indian courts.

Special leave petition: Cases in the Supreme Court, currently comprises to 40% of the
court’s pendency. It is because of frivolous PILs and various government policies which are
challenged by the people that takes up most of judiciary’s time

Judges Vacation: Supreme Court’s works on average for 188 days a year, while apex court
rules specify minimum of 225 days of work.

Lack of court management systems: Courts have created dedicated posts for court
managers to help improve court operations, optimize case movement and judicial time.

o However, only few courts have filled up such posts so far.

w
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¢ Inefficient investigation: Police are quite often handicapped in undertaking effective
investigation for want of modern and scientific tools to collect evidences.

Impact of pendency and other issues plaguing judiciary

e Justice denied: According to Economic Survey 2018-19, there are about 3.5 crore cases
pending in the judicial system, especially in district and subordinate courts, which leads to
actualisation of the maxim “Justice delayed is justice denied.”

¢ Huge Undertrials: India has one of the world’s largest number of undertrial prisoners.

o According to NCRB -Prison Statistics India (2015), 67.2% of our total prison
population comprises undertrial prisoners.

e Corruption, huge workload and accountability of police is a major hurdle in speedy and
transparent delivery of justice.

o Ineffectiveness: The purpose of the criminal justice system was to protect the rights of the

innocents and punish the guilty, but nowadays the system has become a tool of harassment
of common people.

Measures needed

¢ Improving infrastructure for quality justice: The Parliamentary Standing Committee which
presented its report on Infrastructure Development and Strengthening of Subordinate
Courts, suggested:

o States should provide suitable land for construction of court buildings etc. It should
undertake vertical construction in light of shortage of land.

o Timeline set out for computerization of all the courts, as a necessary step towards
setting up of e- courts.

e Addressing the Issue of Vacancies: Ensure the appointments of the judges be done in an

efficient way by arriving at an optimal judge strength to handle the cases pending in the
system.

o The 120th Law Commission of India report for the first time, suggested a judge
strength fixation formula.

o Supreme Court and High Courts should appoint efficient and experienced judges as
Ad-hoc judges in accordance with the Constitution.

o All India Judicial Service, which would benefit the subordinate judiciary by
increasing quality of judges and help reduce the pendency.

e Timeframe to dispose of cases: Having a definite time frame to dispose the cases by setting
annual targets and action plans for the subordinate judiciary and the High Courts. The
judicial officers could be issued a strict code of conduct, to ensure that the duties are
adequately performed by the officials.

o Strict regulation of adjournments and imposition of exemplary costs for seeking it on
flimsy grounds especially at the trial stage and not permitting dilution of time frames
specified in Civil Procedure Code.
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e Better Court Management System & Reliable Data Collection: For this categorization of
cases on the basis of urgency and priority along with bunching of cases should be done.

e Use of Information technology (IT) solutions: The use of technology for tracking and
monitoring cases and in providing relevant information to make justice litigant friendly.

o All the courts in the country must switch to a hybrid virtual mode immediately and
start disposing cases.

e Process reengineering: Involves redesigning of core business processes to achieve dramatic
improvements in productivity and quality by incorporating the use of technology in court
rules. It will include:

o Electronic filing of cases: e-Courts are a welcome step in this direction, as they give
case status and case history of all the pending cases across High courts and
Subordinate courts bringing ease of access to information.

o Revamping of National Judicial Data Grid by introducing a new type of search
known as elastic search, which is closer to the artificial intelligence.

e Alternate dispute resolution (ADR): As stated in the Conference on National Initiative to
Reduce Pendency and Delay in Judicial System- Legal Services Authorities should undertake
pre-litigation mediation so that the inflow of cases into courts can be regulated.

o The Lok Adalat should be organized regularly for settling civil and family matters.

o Gram Nyayalayas, as an effective way to manage small claim disputes from rural
areas which will help in decreasing the workload of the judicial institution.

o Village Legal Care & Support Centre can also be established by the High Courts to
work at grass root level to make the State litigation friendly.

Conclusion

The fundamental requirement of a good judicial administration is accessibility, affordability and
speedy justice, which will not be realized until and unless the justice delivery system is made within
the reach of the individual in a time bound manner and within a reasonable cost. Therefore,
continuous formative assessment is the key to strengthen and reinforce the justice delivery system
in India.

Elaborate on the various measures that can be taken in order to reduce the pendency

of court cases in the country. (250 words)

Difficulty level: Moderate

Reference: The Hindu

Why the question:

Chief Justice of India N. V. Ramana has once again called for measures to improve the judge-to-
population ratio. At present, India has a sanctioned strength of 25,628 judges. This is when over 4.7
crore cases are pending in courts across the country.

Key Demand of the question:

To write about the causes for pendency of cases in India, its impact and suggest measures to
overcome.
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Directive word:

Elaborate — Give a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the context. You must
be defining key terms wherever appropriate and substantiate with relevant associated facts.
Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Describe the current conditions with few vital statistics to substantiate the pendency of court cases in
India.

Body:

First write the causes for it — The cumulative effect of persisting vacancies, strained budgets,
inadequate infrastructure combined with the continuous inflow of cases inevitably impacts mounting
pendency and the time taken for cases to resolve.

Next bring out the impact of it — faith in the justice system, under trial prisoners their due of justice,
impact on Economic reforms and foreign investors, Judiciary becomes overworked and lose its
efficiency.

Suggest measures to overcome the above.

Conclusion:

Conclude with a way forward to ensure speedy delivery of justice.

Introduction

The justice system in any democracy is set up, under the Constitution to serve the public without
“fear or favour, affection or ill-will” as far as judges are concerned. The Indian Judiciary plays an
increasingly important role in the life and the governance of this country. A measure of the justice
delivery system is the pendency of cases in courts across the country. There has been a significant
deterioration in this aspect.

Body
Background

e Chief Justice of India N. V. Ramana has once again called for measures to improve the judge-
to-population ratio. At present, India has a sanctioned strength of 25,628 judges. This is
when over 4.7 crore cases are pending in courts across the country.

e The retirements in the topmost rung of the judiciary in 2022 would encompass changes in
the powerful Supreme Court Collegium and see two new Chief Justices in a span of months.

e The working judicial strength is 32 against the sanctioned strength of 34.

e The Supreme Court’s statistics show that 70,362 cases are pending with it as on April 1,
2022.

e  While 52,110 are admission matters, 18,522 are regular hearing cases.

e The number of Constitution Bench cases (both main and connected matters) total 422.
Extra information: Causes for huge pendency of cases:

e  Shifting role of SC:

o The key reason for the mounting of pending cases can be attributed to shifting the
role of the Supreme Court from adjudicating cases of constitutional significance
into a regular court of appeals.
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o According to legal experts, most of the cases that the Supreme Court was handling
daily are either appeals from various high courts or cases of gross violation of
individual’s fundamental rights. But this role was never meant for the apex court.

e Shortage of judges:

o From 1950 to 1921, the number of Supreme Court judges has increased nearly four
times. Even then, case pendency has steadily kept rising.

o Around 5,580 or 25% of posts are lying empty in the subordinate courts, which leads
to poor Judges to Population Ratio, as India has only 20 judges per million
population. Earlier, Law Commission had recommended 50 judges per million.

e Frequent adjournments:

o The laid down procedure of allowing a maximum of three adjournments per case is
not followed in over 50 per cent of the matters being heard by courts, leading to
rising pendency of cases.

o Low budgetary allocation leading to poor infrastructure:
o India spends only about 09% of its GDP to maintain the judicial infrastructure.

o Infrastructure status of lower courts of the country is miserably grim due to which
they fail to deliver quality judgements.

o A 2016 report published by the Supreme Court showed that existing infrastructure
could accommodate only 15,540 judicial officers against the all-India sanctioned
strength of 20,558.

e Burden of government cases:

o Statistics provided by LIMBS shows that the Centre and the States were responsible
for over 46% of the pending cases in Indian courts.

e Special leave petition:
o cases in the Supreme Court, currently comprises to 40% of the court’s pendency.

o Itis because of frivolous PILs and various government policies which are challenged
by the people that takes up most of judiciary’s time

e Judges Vacation:

o Supreme Court’s works on average for 188 days a year, while apex court rules specify
minimum of 225 days of work.

e Lack of court management systems:

o Courts have created dedicated posts for court managers to help improve court
operations, optimize case movement and judicial time.

o However, only few courts have filled up such posts so far.

e Inefficient investigation:
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o Police are quite often handicapped in undertaking effective investigation for want of
modern and scientific tools to collect evidences.

Measures needed:
e Improving infrastructure for quality justice:

o The Parliamentary Standing Committee which presented its report on
Infrastructure Development and Strengthening of Subordinate Courts, suggested:

o States should provide suitable land for construction of court buildings etc. It should
undertake vertical construction in light of shortage of land.

o Timeline set out for computerization of all the courts, as a necessary step towards
setting up of e- courts.

e Addressing the Issue of Vacancies:

o Ensure the appointments of the judges be done in an efficient way by arriving at an
optimal judge strength to handle the cases pending in the system.

o The 120th Law Commission of India report for the first time, suggested a judge
strength fixation formula.

o Supreme Court and High Courts should appoint efficient and experienced judges as
Ad-hoc judges in accordance with the Constitution.

o All India Judicial Service, which would benefit the subordinate judiciary by
increasing quality of judges and help reduce the pendency.

¢ Timeframe to dispose of cases:

o Having a definite time frame to dispose the cases by setting annual targets and
action plans for the subordinate judiciary and the High Courts. The judicial officers
could be issued a strict code of conduct, to ensure that the duties are adequately
performed by the officials.

o Strict regulation of adjournments and imposition of exemplary costs for seeking it on
flimsy grounds especially at the trial stage and not permitting dilution of time frames
specified in Civil Procedure Code.

e Better Court Management System & Reliable Data Collection:

o For this categorization of cases on the basis of urgency and priority along with
bunching of cases should be done.

e Use of Information technology (IT) solutions:

o The use of technology for tracking and monitoring cases and in providing relevant
information to make justice litigant friendly.

o All the courts in the country must switch to a hybrid virtual mode immediately and
start disposing cases.

e Process reengineering:
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o Involves redesigning of core business processes to achieve dramatic improvements
in productivity and quality by incorporating the use of technology in court rules. It
will include:

o Electronic filing of cases: e-Courts are a welcome step in this direction, as they give
case status and case history of all the pending cases across High courts and
Subordinate courts bringing ease of access to information.

o Revamping of National Judicial Data Grid by introducing a new type of search
known as elastic search, which is closer to the artificial intelligence.

e Alternate dispute resolution (ADR):

o Asstated in the Conference on National Initiative to Reduce Pendency and Delay in
Judicial System- Legal Services Authorities should undertake pre-litigation mediation
so that the inflow of cases into courts can be regulated.

o The Lok Adalat should be organized regularly for settling civil and family matters.

o Gram Nyayalayas, as an effective way to manage small claim disputes from rural
areas which will help in decreasing the workload of the judicial institution.

o Village Legal Care & Support Centre can also be established by the High Courts to
work at grass root level to make the State litigation friendly.

Conclusion

The fundamental requirement of a good judicial administration is accessibility, affordability and
speedy justice, which will not be realized until and unless the justice delivery system is made within
the reach of the individual in a time bound manner and within a reasonable cost. Therefore,
continuous formative assessment is the key to strengthen and reinforce the justice delivery system
in India.

While some believe that judicial activism is necessary for the protection of public
interest, others are of the opinion that as a judicial function, courts are required to

interpret law and not make them. Examine. (250 words)

Difficulty level: Moderate

Reference: Insights on India

Why the question:

The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper — 2.

Key Demand of the question:

To write about pros and cons of judicial activism in India.

Directive word:

Examine — When asked to ‘Examine’, we must investigate the topic in detail, inspect it, investigate it
and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so we should
explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Begin by defining judicial activism in India. Cite examples to substantiate.

Body:
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First, write the role of judicial activism in India to improve the conditions of the masses in the
country. Use various examples to substantive your points.

Next, explain the various criticism of judicial activism in India — overreach, not defined in constitution,
judges acting as lawmakers etc. Cite examples to substantiate.

Conclusion:

Conclude by giving a balanced opinion.

Introduction

The Constitution, under various provisions, has clearly drawn the line between Legislature and the
Judiciary to maintain their independence in their respective functioning. Article 121 and 211 forbid
the legislature from discussing the conduct of any judge in the discharge of his duties, while Articles
122 and 212, on the other hand, prevent the courts from sitting in judgment over the internal
proceedings of the legislature. In recent times, there have been criticism levelled against judicial
activism, calling it adventurism and overreach.

Body
Judicial activism needed in legislative vacuum

¢ Upholds Constitutional morality: An important case which employed this concept in an
innovative manner was the Naz Foundation Case which used the concept of constitutional
morality to strike down Section 377 of the Indian Penal Code and decriminalize
homosexuality.

o The Delhi High Court had said that “In our scheme of things, constitutional morality
must outweigh the argument of public morality, even if it be the majoritarian
view.”

e Executive lacks Political gumption: Justice Chandrachud’s view in
the Sabarimala judgement, he held that women should be allowed entry in the Sabarimala
temple against popularly held religious beliefs.

o Political parties and governments did not take a stand or repeal discriminatory laws
in fear of losing support base of masses.

e To protect fundamental rights: Triple Talaq in 2017 was banned as being ultra vires to
fundamental rights of Muslim women. This legislation would not have been accepted if it
had come from the executive or through the Parliament.

o Right to privacy also became Fundamental right under Article 21

e Most trusted institution: A People’s Survey of India report noted that Indians had 80% trust
in the Supreme court. Though not an elected body, the apex court is significant to uphold
rule of law.

o Eg: Whistle Blowers Act against corrupt officials and politicians was given under
Article 142, until Parliament made a law on the subject.

Demerits of Judicial activism

e Unelected body: Judiciary being the unelected body, does not enjoy the “General Will” of
the people. Judicial restraint is more apt for such an institution rather than dictation a
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legislation. Eg: Ban on liquor sale on highways led to backlash as well as spurious means to
overcome the dictum

e Lack of expertise: Judiciary lacks both time and resources to enact legislation. Sometimes
practical difficulties of such enactments are not known to the courts.

o Eg:Ban on BS-1V vehicles from April 2020 which had to be extended many times.

e Against Constitution’s Mandate: Judicial Review is a basic structure of the Constitution;
however enacting legislation is not. Courts can look into the validity of the law, but not
necessarily make a law.

e Unaccountable: Politicians remain “accountable” to the people in at least some sense,
because they depend upon them in order to continue in office after five years.

o Judges who are insulated from any external control are accountable only to
themselves

e Judicial adventurism: Subhash Kashinath Mahajan v. State of Maharashtra (2018): the court
amended the Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) Act,
1989, by annulling Section 18 which said that no anticipatory bail will be granted to persons
accused under the Act.

o There was widespread protest and opposition to this from all quarters. Finally, the
law brought in to undo this was also upheld in the court.

Conclusion

Each organ of our democracy must function within its own sphere and must not take over what is
assigned to the others. Judicial activism must also function within the limits of the judicial process
because the courts are the only forum for those wronged by administrative excesses and executive
arbitrariness. Hence legislation enacted by Judiciary must be in the rare cases as mentioned above

Statutory, regulatory and various quasi-judicial bodies

Lok Adalats were established to make justice accessible and affordable to all. Analyse

the performance of Lok Adalats in achieving their stated objectives. (250 words)

Difficulty level: Tough

Reference: New Indian Express

Why the question:

The Supreme Court Wednesday said the award of a Lok Adalat cannot be reversed or set aside
without setting aside the facts recorded in it as being fraudulently arrived at.

Key Demand of the question:

To write about Lok Adalat in the Indian setup of judiciary in ensuring access to justice for the
deprived.

Directive word:

Analyse — When asked to analyse, you must examine methodically the structure or nature of the
topic by separating it into component parts and present them in a summary.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:
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Start by writing about Lok Adalats and their objectives.

Body:

First, write about the constitutional status of Lok Adalats. Briefly discuss the History and Evolution of
Lok Adalats in India. Discuss the provisions given in the constitution with respect to access to justice
for the deprived.

Next, Present the merits and demerits of the system, weigh the successes achieved. Account for
challenges and shortcoming in the performance of Lok Adalats.

Conclusion:

Conclude by writing a way forward to address the shortcomings.

Introduction

The word ‘Lok Adalat’ means ‘People’s Court’. This system is based on Gandhian principles. It is one
of the components of ADR (Alternative Dispute Resolution) system. As the Indian courts

are overburdened with the backlog of cases and the regular courts are to decide the cases involving
a lengthy, expensive and tedious procedure. The court takes years together to settle even petty
cases. The Lok Adalat, therefore, provides alternative resolution or devise for expeditious and
inexpensive justice.

The Lok Adalat is a forum where the cases (or disputes) which are pending in a court or which are
at pre-litigation stage (not yet brought before a court) are compromised or settled in an amicable
manner.

Body
Evolution of Lok Adalat in India
e The first Lok Adalat camp in the post-independence era was organised in Gujarat in 1982.

o This initiative proved very successful in the settlement of disputes. Consequently,
the institution of Lok Adalat started spreading to other parts of the country

e Inview of its growing popularity, there arose a demand for providing a statutory backing to
this institution and the awards given by Lok Adalats.

e Hence, the institution of Lok Adalat has been given statutory status under the Legal
Services Authorities Act, 1987.

Statutory provisions and other features of Lok Adalat

The Act makes the following provisions relating to the organisation and functioning of the Lok
Adalats:

e The State Legal Services Authority or the District Legal Services Authority or the Supreme
Court Legal Services Committee or the High Court Legal Services Committee or
the Taluk Legal Services Committee may organise Lok Adalats at such intervals and places
and for exercising such jurisdiction and for such areas as it thinks fit.

e Every Lok Adalat organised for an area shall consist of such number of serving or retired
judicial officers and other persons of the area as may be specified by the agency organizing
such Lok Adalat.

o Generally, a Lok Adalat consists of a judicial officer as the chairman and a lawyer
(advocate) and a social worker as members.
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o A Lok Adalat shall have jurisdiction to determine and to arrive at a compromise or
settlement between the parties to a dispute in respect of:

o any case pending before any court; or

o any matter which is falling within the jurisdiction of any court and is not brought
before such court.

e Thus, the Lok Adalat can deal with not only the cases pending before a court but also with
the disputes at pre-litigation stage.

e The various matters such as Matri-monial/Family Disputes, Criminal (Compoundable
Offences) cases, Land Acquisition cases, Labour disputes, Workmen’s compensation cases,
Bank Recovery cases, Pension cases etc.

¢ In Lok Adalat proceedings, there are no victors and vanquished and, thus, no rancour.

o The experiment of ‘Lok Adalat’ as an alternate mode of dispute settlement has come to be
accepted in India, as a viable, economic, efficient and informal one.

e Any case pending before the court can be referred to the Lok Adalat for settlement if:
o the parties thereof agree to settle the dispute in the Lok Adalat; or

o one of the parties thereof makes an application to the court, for referring the case
to the Lok Adalat; or

o the court is satisfied that the matter is an appropriate one to be taken cognizance
of by the Lok Adalat. In the case of a pre-litigation dispute, the matter can be
referred to the Lok Adalat for settlement by the agency organizing the Lok Adalat, on
receipt of an application from any one of the parties to the dispute.

e The Lok Adalat shall have the same powers as are vested in a Civil Court under the Code of
Civil Procedure (1908), while trying a suit in respect of the following matters: (a) the
summoning and enforcing the attendance of any witness examining him on oath; (b) the
discovery and production of any document; (c) the reception of evidence on affidavits; (d)
the requisitioning of any public record or document from any court or office; and (e) such
other matters as may be prescribed.

e Anaward of a Lok Adalat shall be deemed to be a decree of a Civil Court or an order of any
other court. Every award made by a Lok Adalat shall be final and binding on all the parties
to the dispute. No appeal shall lie to any court against the award of the Lok Adalat.

Advantages of Lok Adalat

e Thereis no court fee and if the court fee is already paid the amount will be refunded if the
dispute is settled at Lok Adalat. In other words, it is less expensive.

e The basic features of Lok Adalat are the procedural flexibility and speedy trial of the
disputes.

e There is no strict application of procedural laws like the Civil Procedure Code and
the Evidence Act while assessing the claim by Lok Adalat.
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e Parties are free to discuss their differences of opinion without any fear of disclosure before
any law courts.

e The parties to the dispute can directly interact with the judge through their counsel, which is
not possible in regular courts of law.

Shortcomings in the performance of Lok Adalat

e Invarious parts of the country political groups have established rival courts that challenge
both the legitimacy and efficacy of the official courts.

o Inthe state of Bihar, for example, the Maoist Communist Centre, a group of militant
revolutionaries, have established their own courts (Jan Adalats) in several rural
sectors of the state.

e The courts function often in a brutal manner, lacking any sort of due process and levying
punishments ranging from hefty fines to public floggings to the serving of limbs to
beheadings

e The judges neither are without training in the law nor are they paid for their services.
The police frequently work in tandem with the judges.

e Sparse records are kept of the cases, and judgments are delivered orally and not kept in
writing.

¢ Litigants typically do not have representation and most decisions are rendered in a single
sitting, with no provision for appeal and little choice but to follow the “court’s” order.

e In many parts of India, local strongmen (dadas) sit as settlers’ disputes among rich people.

¢ Insome places, senior police officers may be arbiters of dispute The vernacular press refers
too many of these phenomena as panchayats (pejoratively).

e A master plan for judicial care cannot succeed without sufficient financial resource. An
annual amount of Rs.6 crore is being allocated to NALSA for the execution of its policies.

e lLack of awareness is the main impendent in effective ‘legal aid’.

e The major obstacle to the legal aid movement in India is the lack of legal awareness. People
are still not aware of their basic rights due to which the legal aid movement has not
achieved its goal yet. It is absence of legal awareness which leads to exploitation and
deprivation of rights and benefits of the poor.

Conclusion

Lok Adalat has a positive contributory role in the administration of justice. It supplements the efforts
and work of the courts. Area of contribution chosen for the purpose specially concerns and helps the
common man, the poor, backward and the needy-most sections of the society. Lok Adalat play a
very important role to advance and strengthen “equal access to justice”, the heart of the
Constitution of India, a reality. This Indian contribution to world ADR jurisprudence needs to be
taken full advantage of. Maximum number of Lok Adalats need to be organized to achieve

the Gandhian Principle of Gram Swaraj and “access to justice for all”.
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Parliament and State Legislatures — structure, functioning, conduct of business,
powers & privileges and issues arising out of these.

What are the various options available to the governor with regards to a bill passed by
the state legislature? Do you think it is right the governor indefinitely delay grating

assent to a bill passed by state legislature? Critically analyse. (250 words)

Difficulty level: Moderate

Reference: The Hindu

Why the question:

The State of Tamil Nadu has been witnessing a confrontation between the elected government and
the State Governor on the question of giving assent to the National Eligibility cum Entrance Test
(NEET) Bill (linked to an all India pre-medical entrance test) passed by the State Assembly. Giving
assent to a Bill passed by the legislature is a normal constitutional act performed by the Governor.
Key Demand of the question:

To write about the options available to the governor in regards to bills passed by state legislature
and indefinite delay in granting assent to bills.

Directive word:

Critically analyze — When asked to analyse, you must examine methodically the structure or nature
of the topic by separating it into component parts and present them in a summary. When ‘critically’
is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the topic and give a
balanced judgment on the topic.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Begin by writing role of the governor in legislative process of the state.

Body:

First, write about the various options available to the governor in regards to a bill passed by state
legislature — grating assent, withholding assent, returning the bill and reserving it for president.
Next, begin by giving context regarding the indefinite delay in grating assent and give arguments as
to why it is right or wrong. Write abouts the impact of the above

Conclusion:

Conclude by writing a way forward in order to resolve the tussle between legislature and governor.
Introduction

The position of a Governor in the constitutional setup in India needs to be clearly understood in
order to grasp the significance of the actions as well as responses of Governors in the politico-
administrative contexts emerging from time to time in States. The Governor is an appointee of the
President, which means the Union government. Although Article 154(1) of the Constitution vests in
the Governor the executive power of the State, he is required to exercise that power in accordance
with the Constitution. In other words, the Governor can act only on the aid and advice of the
Council of Ministers.

Body
Governor’s powers regarding bill passed by state legislature
Ordinary Bills

When a bill is sent to the governor after it is passed by state legislature, he can:

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpocchCX9GEIwaile4HLjwA

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia Page 38



https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia

INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS

Give his assent to the bill, or
Withhold his assent to the bill, or

Return the bill (if it is not a money bill) for reconsideration of the state legislature.

However, if the bill is passed again by the state legislature with or without amendments, the
governor has to give his assent to the bill or

Reserve the bill for the consideration of the president. In one case

such reservation is obligatory, that is, where the bill passed by the state legislature
endangers the position of the state high court.When the governor reserves a bill for the
consideration of the President, he will not have any further role in the enactment of the
bill.

o Ifthe bill is returned by the President for the reconsideration of the House or
Houses and is passed again, the bill must be presented again for the presidential
assent only.

o Ifthe President gives his assent to the bill, it becomes an act.

o This means that the assent of the Governor is no longer required.

Money Bill

Every money bill, after it is passed by the state legislature (unicameral or bicameral), is
presented to the governor for his assent.

He has three alternatives:
o He may give his assent to the bill, the bill then becomes an act.

o He may withhold his assent to the bill, the bill then ends and does not become an
act.

o He may reserve the bill for the consideration of the president.

Thus, the governor cannot return a money bill for the reconsideration of the state
legislature.

Normally, the governor gives his assent to a money bill as it is introduced in the state
legislature with his previous permission.

When the governor reserves a money bill for the consideration of the President, he will not
have any further role in the enactment of the bill.

If the President gives his assent to the bill, it becomes an Act.

This means that the assent of the governor is no longer required. The President also cannot
return a money bill for the reconsideration of the state legislature (as in the case of the
Parliament).

Significance of such powers of Governor

w
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e Delays in granting assent: The governors sometimes sat over the Bills without giving assent
or returning the Bills for an indefinite period, even though the Constitution required it to be
done as soon as possible.

o The governors were also taking months together to reserve the Bills for the assent
of the President even though it was to be done immediately.

o This erodes the authority of the legislatures and the governors, though heads of the
state executive, are appointed by the Union government.

e Exceptional situations: In addition to above illustrated powers, the governor can also
reserve the bill if it is of the following nature:

o Ultra-vires, that is, against the provisions of the Constitution.
o Opposed to the Directive Principles of State Policy.

o Against the larger interest of the country.

o Of grave national importance.

o Dealing with compulsory acquisition of property under Article 31A of the
Constitution.

e (Case studies

o Tamil Nadu Assembly in September, 2021 passed a bill seeking exemption for
students from the state from the National Eligibility cum Entrance Test (NEET)
required for undergraduate medical college admissions.

= This Bill has been with Governor since then without rejection or acceptance.
* |ndecision can prove costly.

o Manipur Speaker had not decided on defection, until Supreme Court forced him
and bound him by giving a time frame. Justice can be denied in such cases to those
who are affected.

e Against the spirit of Constitution: Withholding of assent, though an option, is not normally
exercised by Governors because it will be an extremely unpopular step.

o Besides, withholding assent to a Bill by the Governor, an appointee of the President,
neutralises the entire legislative exercise by an elected legislature enjoying the
support of the people.

Conclusion

Giving assent to a Bill passed by the legislature is a normal constitutional act performed by the
Governor. But of late, even such normal acts have become a source of confrontation between State
governments and the Governors. The conduct of Governors in certain States follows a definite
pattern which causes a great deal of disquiet to elected governments as well as to those who have
faith in the constitutional order.

Under Article 361, the President or a Governor is not answerable to any court for anything done in
the exercise and performance of their powers and duties. But when a Governor does not take any
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decision on a Bill which is put up for his assent, he is not acting in exercise and performance of the
duties cast upon him.

While fiscal federalism in India has a long history, its practice has grown increasingly
opaque over the years. Serious attention is required to improve its principles and

practices. Analyse. (250 words)

Difficulty level: Tough

Reference: The Hindu

Why the question:

On May 189, in Union of India vs Mohit Minerals, the Supreme Court of India delivered a ruling which
is likely to have an impact far wider than what the Centre might have imagined when it brought the
case up on appeal.

Key Demand of the question:

To write about the various issues regarding fiscal federalism in India and measures needed to rectify
it.

Directive word:

Analyse — When asked to analyse, you must examine methodically the structure or nature of the
topic by separating it into component parts and present them in a summary.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Begin by defining fiscal federalism in India.

Body:

First, give a brief about the development of fiscal federalism in India since independence.

Next, write about the various issues with respect to fiscal federalism in India — opacity, GST issues,
FRMBA, impact of the pandemic etc.

Next, write about the measures needed to rectify the above.

Conclusion:

Conclude with a way forward.

Introduction

While fiscal federalism in India has a long history, its practice has grown increasingly opaque over
the years. Serious attention is required to improve its principles and practices. The India of today,
notably through its governance “matrix”, economic development, institution-building and
multilateral relations, are vastly different from the India that drafted its constitution in 1950. India is
going through a transition in its intergovernmental relations. Boundaries based on linguistic factors
and administrative convenience are blurring, given changes brought on by innovation and migration.
Socio-economic trends such as technological change, rising mobility and market integration will
affect the future of fiscal federalism in India.

Body
Development of fiscal federalism in India

e Broadly speaking, with the evolution of fiscal federalism in India, there has been marked
stability in its process and procedures.

e The annual budgetary processes of both the central and federal governments are
independent exercises and must pass through the Parliament or state legislature.

e
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e The Finance Commission, which was first constituted in 1951, performs the functions
broadly enshrined in Article 280 of the Indian Constitution.

e For most of the post-independence era, the existence of the Planning Commission injected
centralising dependence in more ways than one.

o The Planning Commission became a parallel institution for the transfer of resources
from the Union of States.

e  While the focus of the Finance Commission remained on the revenue account, the Planning
Commission was concerned predominantly with the capital account.

e Successive Finance Commissions commented on this as being inconsistent with the spirit of
the Constitution in the devolution of resources.

o There were other developments, like the 73rd and 74th Amendments of the Constitution in
1992 giving status to Panchayat Raj institutions and Urban Local Bodies with specific
functions assigned to them under the 11th and 12th schedules.

e The Fourteenth Finance Commission decided that 42% of NDP (net divisible pool) should
go to the subnational governments by way of devolution, or net proceeds of taxes, and the
balance should go to the central government. In addition, after projecting the likely growth
rates of individual subnational governments and their likely buoyancy in appropriate cases, a
revenue deficit grant under Article 275 was given.

Various issues regarding fiscal federalism in India

e GST: States have lost the autonomy to decide the tax rates of subjects that fall within the
State List.

o Previously, state governments used to fix tax rates by taking into account their
spending requirements, revenue base, etc.

o The inability of states to fix tax rates to match their development requirements
implies greater dependence on the centre for funds.

e Cess and surcharges: Another emerging challenge is that cesses and surcharges are
becoming a disproportionate proportion of the overall divisible revenue, with non-tax
revenues being kept outside the divisible pool.

o These are worrisome issues, and there should be some mechanism to ensure that
the basic spirit of the devolution process should not be undercut by clever financial
engineering or by the manipulation of methods that makes them technical and
legally tenable, but perhaps not morally so.

¢ Increasing dependency on Centre: The dependency of states on the Centre for revenues has
increased, with the share of the revenue from own sources declining from 55% in 2014-15
to 50.5% in 2020-21.

o While part of this is inherent in India’s fiscal structure, wherein states are the big
spenders and the Centre controls the purse strings, the situation has been
exacerbated by the introduction of the GST.
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o Barring a few exceptions, such as petroleum products, property tax, and alcohol
excise, indirect taxes have, to a large degree, been subsumed under the GST regime,
eroding the ability of states to raise their own revenues.

e Shortfall in devolution: Adding to state woes is the significant divergence in past periods
between the amount of GST compensation owed and the actual payments made, including
for states such as Uttar Pradesh, Bihar and Jharkhand that need greater fiscal support.

o Even before Covid-19 hit, 11 states estimated a revenue growth rate below the
estimated 14% level, implying higher amounts will be owed as GST compensation.

o With the bulk of the states’ GST coming from goods such as electronics, fashion, and
entertainment — all of which have been impacted by the pandemic — these
revenues are likely to decline further.

Conclusion

It is important now to rethink the design and structure of a genuine fiscal partnership, which should
not merely be a race to garner more resources, but a creative attempt to move towards a vibrant
Indian value chain that can catapult India’s growth rate closer to the quest for double-digit growth.
Times of economic slowdown must be viewed anecdotally as they are transient in nature and cannot
impair India’s vision, both with regard to its potential and its historical compulsions. It is necessary to
recast the ideology in a more contemporary context; only then will the practice become more
transparent, and India will benefit from congruence between its precepts and practice.

Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and
issues arising out of their design and implementation.

The Armed Forces Special Powers Act (AFSPA) is an anachronistic law and its repeal

can strengthen the foundation of our democracy. Critically examine. (250 words)

Difficulty level: Moderate

Reference: The Hindu

Why the question:

It augurs well for the future that Prime Minister Narendra Modi has given the first authentic
indication that the operation of the Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act (AFSPA) may come to an end
in the whole of the north-eastern region, if ongoing efforts to normalise the situation bear fruit.

Key Demand of the question:

To write critically examine whether or not there is a need to repeal AFSPA which is considered
draconian.

Directive word:

Critically examine — When asked to ‘Examine’, we have to look into the topic (content words) in
detail, inspect it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question.
While doing so we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications.
When ‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the
topic and give a fair judgment.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Begin by writing about aims and objectives behind enactment of AFSPA.

w
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Body:

First, write about the reasons as to why AFSPA considered draconian — AFSPA allows civilian
authorities to call on the armed forces, de facto immunity from prosecution, AFSPA has uncanny
similarities with emergencies and effectively suspends fundamental freedoms etc.

Next, write about the need of AFSPA in the present day in regards to India’s internal security.
Conclusion:

Conclude with a balanced way forward regarding AFSPA.

Introduction

The Armed Forces Special Powers Act commonly known as AFSPA came in to force decades ago in
the context of increasing violence in the North Eastern states. Passed in 1958 for North East and in
1990 for Jammu and Kashmir, the law gives armed forces necessary powers to control disturbed
areas which are designated by the govt.

Following the recent killings of 14 civilians in Nagaland, the Chief Minister has demanded the repeal
of the Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act.

Body
Key features of act

e Insimple terms, AFSPA gives armed forces the power to maintain public order in “disturbed
areas”.

e They have the authority to prohibit a gathering of five or more persons in an area, can use
force or even open fire after giving due warning if they feel a person is in contravention of
the law.

e If reasonable suspicion exists, the army can also arrest a person without a warrant; enter or
search premises without a warrant; and ban the possession of firearms.

e Under the provisions of the AFSPA armed forces are empowered with immunity from being
prosecuted to open fire, enter and search without warrant and arrest any person who has
committed a cognizable offence.

e Asof now this actis in force in Jammu and Kashmir, Assam , Nagaland and parts of
Arunachal Pradesh and Manipur.

WHAT IS ARMED FORCES SPECIAL POWERS ACT?

» Introduced in 1958, AFSPA confers on
members of the armed forces special
powers to rein in suspects in areas
declared “disturbed” on account of
insurgent activities or similar threats.
It has been in force in Manipur since
1980, and the alleged excesses
committed under it are the reasons

person of equivalent rank — to:

» Fire upon or use force against any person
acting ‘in contravention of any law for the time
being in force in the disturbed area’

» Arrest suspicious people without warrant
» Destroy any structure suspected to house
an arms dump, shelter from which armed
attacks are made or are likely to be made

why activist lrom Sharmila has
been on a hunger strike since 2000, » Conduct searches without warrants for
WHAT ARE SPECIAL POWERS? evidence, to recover a wrongfully confined

person or property or arms or explosives

» AFSPA bars prosecution or proceedings— except
with Centre’s nod— against personnel for action
committed while exercising powers under the Act

AFSPA allows any commissioned
officer, warrant officer and non-
commissioned officer — or any other
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AFSPA — a draconian act

It has been dubbed as a license to kill. The main criticism of the Act is directed against the
provisions of Section 4, which gives the armed forces the power to open fire and even cause
death, if prohibitory orders are violated.

Human rights activists object on the grounds that these provisions give the security forces
unbridled powers to arrest, search, seize and even shoot to kill.

Activists accuse the security forces of having destroyed homes and entire villages merely on
the suspicion that insurgents were hiding there. They point out that Section 4 empowers the
armed forces to arrest citizens without warrant and keep them in custody for several days.

They also object to Section 6, which protects security forces personnel from prosecution
except with the prior sanction of the central government. Critics say this provision has on
many occasions led to even non-commissioned officers brazenly opening fire on crowds
without having to justify their action.

Critics say the act has failed to contain terrorism and restore normalcy in disturbed areas,
as the number of armed groups has gone up after the act was established. Many even hold it
responsible for the spiralling violence in areas it is in force.

The decision of the government to declare a particular area ‘disturbed’ cannot be challenged
in a court of law. Hence, several cases of human rights violations go unnoticed.

Should AFSPA be repealed?

The Army clearly sees AFSPA as a capstone enabling Act that gives it the powers necessary
to conduct counter-insurgency operations efficiently.

If AFSPA is repealed or diluted, it is the army leadership’s considered view that the
performance of battalions in counter-insurgency operations will be adversely affected and
the terrorists or insurgents will seize the initiative.

Many argue that removal of the act will lead to demoralising the armed forces and see
militants motivating locals to file lawsuits against the army.

Also, the forces are aware that they cannot afford to fail when called upon to safeguard the
country’s integrity. Hence, they require the minimum legislation that is essential to ensure
efficient utilization of combat capability.

AFSPA is necessary to maintain law and order in disturbed areas, otherwise things will go
haywire. The law also dissuades advancement of terrorist activities in these areas.

Also, extraordinary situations require special handling.

Way forward

Security forces should be very careful while operating in the Northeast and must not give
any chance to the militants to exploit the situation.
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e Indiscriminate arrests and harassment of people out of frustration for not being able to
locate the real culprits should be avoided. All good actions of the force get nullified with one
wrong action.

e Any person, including the supervisory staff, found guilty of violating law should be severely
dealt with.

e The law is not defective, but it is its implementation that has to be managed properly.
e The local people have to be convinced with proper planning and strategy.
Conclusion

The practical problems encountered in ensuring transparency in counter-insurgency operations
must be overcome by innovative measures. The army must be completely transparent in
investigating allegations of violations of human rights and bringing the violators to speedy justice.
Exemplary punishment must be meted out where the charges are proved.

Value addition
Expert recommendations

e A committee headed by Justice Jeevan Reddy was appointed in 2004 to review AFSPA.
Though the committee found that the powers conferred under the Act are not absolute, it
nevertheless concluded that the Act should be repealed.

e However, it recommended that essential provisions of the Act be inserted into the Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act of 1967.

e The Second Administrative Reforms Commission headed by then Union law minister M
Veerappa Moily also recommended that AFSPA should be repealedand its essential
provisions should be incorporated in the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act (UAPA).

Analyse why the prevalent laws are largely insufficient to curb mob lynching in the

recent past? Suggest ways to address it. (250 words)

Difficulty level: Difficult

Reference: The Hindu

Why the question:

In yet another disturbing and dastardly act that is now part of a pattern in much of North India, two
tribal men were beaten to death by alleged activists of the Bajrang Dal in Seoni, Madhya Pradesh,
on the suspicion that they were slaughtering cows. .

Key Demand of the question:

To explain why despite the presence of anti mob lynching laws, there are incidents of mob lynching in
India and providing measures to tackle the same.

Directive word:

Analyse — When asked to analyse, you must examine methodically the structure or nature of the
topic by separating it into component parts and present them in a summatry.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Explain what is mob lynching in brief.

Body:
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Briefly mention the causative factors for mob lynching.

Analyse why the present laws on mob lynching are failing to curb the menace.

Provide measures to tackle the same.

Conclusion:

Conclude with constructive reforms that help India to tide over such gruesome incidents.
Introduction

Mob lynching is a form of violence in which mob under the pretext of administering justice, takes
laws into their hand and tries to inflict punishment without due process of law. It is not just
“mobocracy”; it is a collective hate crime. Intolerance in various forms such as lynching,
communalism, rioting etc is dividing our society and tearing into our social fabric.

In yet another disturbing and dastardly act that is now part of a pattern in much of North India, two
tribal men were beaten to death by alleged activists of the Bajrang Dal in Seoni, Madhya Pradesh, on
the suspicion that they were slaughtering cows. .

Body
Prevalent laws on mob lynching are largely insufficient to curb

e Bills passed against mob lynching in the past four years by at least four States have not been
implemented with the Union government taking a view that lynching is not defined as a
crime under the Indian Penal Code (IPC).

e These states include Jharkhand, Rajasthan, West Bengal and Manipur.

e In 2019, the MHA informed the Lok Sabha that it had received the bills passed by the State
legislatures that have been reserved by the Governor for consideration of the President.

e The President has to go with the advice given by the Council of Ministers, in the case of such
legislation, represented by the MHA.

¢ The Ministry examines the State legislations on three grounds— repugnancy with Central
laws, deviation from national or central policy and legal and constitutional validity.

Measures needed

e Government should criminalize the act of mob violence. Manipur became the first to pass a
remarkable law against lynching, late last year. The precedent should be followed in other
states too.

e Awarding of penalties on public servants for failing to investigate properly due to malafide
intentions or wilful neglect of their duties.

e Establishment of Special Courts for the trial of mob violence.
e Empowering local law enforcement officials to take pre-emptive action.

e There needs to be continued responsiveness on part of the local administration in dealing
with anxiety and suspicion in local communities.

e Create a mechanism to insulate investigations of communal violence from political
interference.

e
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e Community Sensitisation and awareness through multi-media campaigns. Counter-
information campaign to check fear-mongering and fake news.

e Strengthen civil society Organisation. This helps to nurture solidarity.

e Re-orient values and traditional principles towards enhancing compassion, empathy and
fraternity among people.

e Find productive engagement avenues for large unemployed or under-employed youths.

e Atargeted region specific approach is need of the hour as reasons for such acts vary widely
across space.

e Police reforms are vital along with sensitization drive to make transformational changes in
their behavioural and attitudinal approach towards tackling of crime.

Way forward

e The term ‘hate crimes’ should also be added as a provision in the comprehensive definition
of the “lynching”.

e Others states’ and centre should follow suit and legislate a law for anti-lynching as per SC
directives.

¢ Rehabilitation should be done at the ground level to make the victims spring back to
normalcy.

e Measures to curb spreading of fake news on social media should also be looked at parallel.
e Ensure public officials are faithful to their constitutional responsibilities and victims.
Conclusion

Parliament must create a special law against lynching, asserting that “fear of law and veneration for
the command of law constitutes the foundation of a civilised society”. Lynching should be nipped in
the bud and Manipur has shown the way forward. It has taken the leadership in creating the new
India, where every citizen should claim — of safety, fairness and fraternity.

Section 124-A of the Indian Penal Code (IPC) has been weaponised as a handy tool
against political rivals, to suppress dissent and free speech. Critically examine its need

in a modern-day democratic India. (250 words)

Difficulty level: Moderate

Reference: Indian Express

Why the question:

Claiming that it is “fully cognizant of the various views” being expressed on sedition law, the Centre
Monday told the Supreme Court that it “has decided to re-examine and re-consider the provisions of
Section 124A (that deal with the offence)

Key Demand of the question:

To write about the concerns with sedition laws in the country and examine if they need to be
scrapped in modern day.

Directive word:
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Critically examine — When asked to ‘Examine’, we have to look into the topic (content words) in
detail, inspect it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question.
While doing so we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications.
When ‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the
topic and give a fair judgment.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Begin by writing about aims and objectives of Section 124-A of the Indian Penal Code (IPC).

Body:

First, write about the historical context of Section 124-A of the Indian Penal Code (IPC).

Next, write about the various aspects of the misuse of the law — police and related state authorities
are using the sedition laws indiscriminately to create fear amongst the citizens and silence any
criticisms or dissent against the regime.

Next, write about the present day need of the law.

Conclusion:

Conclude with a balanced way forward regarding Section 124-A of the Indian Penal Code (IPC).
Introduction

According to the Section 124A of IPC, Sedition is an act that brings or attempts to bring into hatred
or contempt, or excites or attempts to excite disaffection towards the Government established by
law in India by words, either spoken or written, or by signs, or by visible representation, or
otherwise. Colonial administrators used sedition to lock up people who criticised the British policies.

Claiming that it is “fully cognizant of the various views” being expressed on sedition law, the Centre
Monday told the Supreme Court that it “has decided to re-examine and re-consider the provisions of
Section 124A.

Body
Background

e The section 124A of Indian Penal Code is a pre- independence provision, which covers
sedition charges against government.

e Various verdicts by Indian Judiciary have led to re-interpretation and re-examination of
‘sedition’ in light of Article 19 of the Constitution.

e There has been an effort to strike a balance between right to free speech and expression
and power of State to impose reasonable restrictions (Article 19(2)).

e In 1962, the Supreme Court in Kedar Nath Singh vs. State of Bihar upheld Section 124A and
held that it struck a “correct balance” between fundamental rights and the need for public
order.

e The court had significantly reduced the scope of Sedition law to only those cases where
there is incitement to imminent violence towards overthrow of the state.

e Further, the Court held that it is not mere against government of the day but the institutions
as symbol of state.

Should sedition be scrapped?

e Against democratic norms: It stifles the democratic and fundamental right of people to
criticize the government.
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¢ Inadequate capacity of State Machinery: The police might not have the “requisite” training
to understand the consequences of imposing such a “stringent” provision.

e Possibility of Misuse: It has been used arbitrarily to curb dissent. In many cases the main
targets have been writers, journalists, activists who question government policy and
projects, and political dissenters.

¢ The draconian nature of this law as the crime is non-bailable, non-cognisable and
punishment can extend for life—it has a strong deterrent effect on dissent even if it is not
used.

e Used to gag press:The press should be protected so that it could bare the secrets of
government and inform the people. Only a free and unrestrained press can effectively
expose deception in government.

Arguments in favour of Section 124A

¢ Not really a draconian law: Now after the Supreme Court directions, its jurisdiction has
been narrowed down. It can be applied only on grounds laid down by the court.

e Application is a part of reasonable restrictions: It is provided under the Article 19 (2).

e Does not really curb free speech:One can use any kind of strong language in criticism of the
government without inviting sedition. However, such dissent should not be turned into
some kind of persuasion to break the country.

e Threats to unity and integrity of nationdue to presence of anti- national elements and
divisive Forces such as naxals, separatists who are receiving support from inside and outside
the country.

¢ Mere misuse cannot be a ground of repeal,rather provisions should be made where such
misuse is eliminated.

Conclusion

The guidelines of the SC must be incorporated in Section 124A as well by amendment to IPC so that
any ambiguity must be removed. Only those actions/words that directly result in the use of violence
or incitement to violence should be termed seditious. The state police must be sufficiently guided as
to where the section must be imposed and where it must not. Need to include provisions where the
government can be penalized, if it misuses the section. This will ensure that section 124 A of IPC
strikes a balance between security and smooth functioning of state with the fundamental right of
freedom of speech and expression.

Critically analyse the various issues in criminalising marital rape in India? What is your
view in regards to this issue? (250 words)

Difficulty level: Moderate

Reference: The Hindu

Why the question:

The Delhi High Court on Wednesday delivered a split verdict on decriminalising marital rape in the
country. While Justice Rajiv Shakdher struck down Exception 2 of the Indian Penal Code’s Section 375
that decriminalised rape within marriage, Justice C. Hari Shankar upheld its validity.
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Key Demand of the question:

To write about obstacles in criminalising marital rape in India.

Directive word:

Critically analyze — When asked to analyse, you must examine methodically the structure or nature
of the topic by separating it into component parts and present them in a summary. When ‘critically’
is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the topic and give a
balanced judgment on the topic.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Begin by giving context regarding petition against marital rape.

Body:

First, mention the need to criminalise marital rape — against right to dignity under Article 21, Gender
violence, against article 14, marital rape has adverse and long-term consequences on women’s
health and well-being etc.

Next, write about the factors which creates obstacles for criminalisation of marital rape — lack of
consensus, investigation process, fake cases etc.

Suggest reforms to overcome the above issues.

Conclusion:

Conclude by giving a balanced way forward and with your view on the criminalisation of marital
rape.

Introduction

Marital rape is the act of sexual intercourse with one’s spouse without the consent of the other
spouse. Although it was once widely unrecognized by law and society as wrong or as a crime, it is
now recognized as rape by many societies around the world. Criminal Law in India has been
amended multiple times for the protection of the women. However, the non-criminalization of
marital rape in India undermines the dignity and human rights of women.

Delhi High Court recently delivered a split verdict in a batch of petitions challenging the exception
provided to marital rape in the Indian Penal Code (IPC) — Section 375. While one of the judges ruled
the exception under Section 375 is unconstitutional, the other ruled it as valid.

Body
Current scenario:

e Marital rape has been impeached in more than 100 countries but, unfortunately, India is
one of the only 36 countries where marital rape is still not criminalized.

e In 2013, the UN Committee on Elimination of Discrimination Against Women
(CEDAW) recommended that the Indian government should criminalize marital rape.

e The JS Verma committee set up in the aftermath of nationwide protests over the December
16, 2012 gang rape case had also recommended the same.

e As per the NCRB report, in India, a woman is raped every 16 minutes, and every four
minutes, she experiences cruelty at the hands of her in-laws.

e An analysis of National Family Health Survey (NFHS) 2015-16 data indicates that an
estimated 99.1 per cent of sexual violence cases go unreported and that the average Indian
woman is 17 times more likely to face sexual violence from her husband than from others.

Marital Rape: inconsistent with the law as well as the constitutional rights of women:
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e Rape laws in our country continue with the patriarchal outlook of considering women to be
the property of men post marriage, with no autonomy or agency over their bodies.

e They deny married women equal protection of the laws guaranteed by the Indian
constitution.

e Lawmakers fail to understand that a marriage should not be viewed as a licence for a
husband to forcibly rape his wife with impunity. A married woman has the same right to
control her own body as does an unmarried woman.

e The concept of marital rape in India is the epitome of what we call an “implied consent”.

e Marriage between a man and a woman here implies that both have consented to sexual
intercourse and it cannot be otherwise.

e The centre argues that criminalising marital rape would destabilise the institution of
marriage and be an easy tool for harassing the husbands.

e It has cited the observations of the SC and various HCs on growing misuse of Section 498A
(harassment caused to a married woman by her husband and in-laws) of IPC.

e The Indian Penal Code, 1860, also communicates the same. Section 375 defines the offence
of rape with the help of six descriptions. One of the exceptions to this offence is “Sexual
intercourse or sexual acts by a man with his own wife, the wife not being under 15 years
of age, is not rape”.

e Earlier, Section 375 (Exception) created a classification not only between consent given by a
married and unmarried woman, but also between married females below 15 years of age
and over 15 years old. This was rightfully struck down by SC and made it 18 years.

Need to criminalize Marital Rape in India

e The SCjudgment was only a small step towards striking down the legalisation of marital
rape.

e ltis high time that the legislature should take cognisance of this legal infirmity and bring
marital rape within the purview of rape laws by eliminating Section 375 (Exception) of IPC.

e By removing this law, women will be safer from abusive spouses, can receive the help
needed to recover from marital rape and can save themselves from domestic violence and
sexual abuse.

e Indian women deserve to be treated equally, and an individual’s human rights do not
deserve to be ignored by anyone, including by their spouse.

Conclusion

Rape is rape, irrespective of the identity of the perpetrator, and age of the survivor. A woman who is
raped by a stranger, lives with a memory of a horrible attack; a woman who is raped by her husband
lives with her rapist. Our penal laws, handed down from the British, have by and large remained
untouched even after 73 years of independence. But English laws have been amended and marital
rape was criminalised way back in 1991. No Indian government has, however, so far shown an active
interest in remedying this problem.
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Value Addition: Important cases and Committee reports

e The government defended exception to marital rape in Independent Thought v. Union of
India (2017) saying it against the institution of marriage.

e However, rejecting this claim, the Supreme Court observed, “Marriage is not institutional
but personal — nothing can destroy the ‘institution’ of marriage except a statute that
makes marriage illegal and punishable.”

e InJoseph Shine v. Union of India (2018), the Supreme Court held that the offence of adultery
was unconstitutional because it was founded on the principle that a woman is her husband’s
property after marriage.

Way forward:

o  What constitutes marital rape and marital non-rape needs to be defined precisely before a
view on its criminalisation is taken.

e Defining marital rape would call for a broad based consensus of the society.

e States should intervene in the matter, since criminal law is on the concurrent list and
implemented by states —and given the vast diversity in cultures across states.

e Factors like literacy, lack of financial empowerment of the majority of females, mindset of
the society, vast diversity, poverty, etc., should be considered carefully before taking any
decision.

e The need for “moral and social awareness” to stop such an act.

e The recent privacy judgment by the Supreme Court is also set to play an important role. The
right to bodily integrity is a crucial facet of Article 21.

e Timely medical care and rehabilitation, skill development and employment for facilitating
economic independence of victims.

e Need for undertaking both legal and social reforms to deal with the menace of marital rape

The policing system needs to be reformed to be in tune with present day scenario and
upgraded to effectively deal with the crime and criminals, uphold human rights and
safeguard the legitimate interests of one and all. Analyse in the light of Prakash Singh

judgement. (250 words)

Difficulty level: Tough

Reference: Indian Express

Why the question:

Police reforms has been on the agenda of Governments almost since independence but even after
more than 70 years, the police is seen as selectively efficient, unsympathetic to the under privileged.
Key Demand of the question:

To about various reforms that are needed in the police force and Prakash Singh judgement in this
regard.

Directive word:

Analyse — When asked to analyse, you must examine methodically the structure or nature of the
topic by separating it into component parts and present them in a summary.

Structure of the answer:
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Introduction:

Begin by mentioning importance of police in maintaining law and order in the country.

Body:

First, write about the need for reforms — mention systemic factors, attitudinal factors, and political
factors etc which are responsible for this. Use recent examples such as Jayaraj and Felix case from
Tamil Nadu to substantiate your points.

Next, mention about the guidelines issues in the Prakash Singh judgement in this regard and stpes
that are needed to have an efficient, empathetic, sensitive, responsive and an accountable police
force.

Conclusion:

Conclude with way forward

Introduction

The primary role of police forces is to uphold and enforce laws, investigate crimes and ensure
security for people in the country. Under the Constitution, police is a subject governed by states.
There has been almost 30 years of debate on policing and reform in India. The present Indian police
system is largely based on Police act of 1861. Police reforms has been on the agenda of
Governments almost since independence but even after more than 70 years, the police is seen as
selectively efficient, unsympathetic to the under privileged.

The Supreme Court has stated that the landmark judgment of Prakash Singh v. Union of India
(2006), which dealt with police reforms, is used periodically only as a mantra, to suit the occasion
whenever it arises.

Body
Need for Police Reforms:

e IfIndiais to achieve its status as a great power, it is absolutely essential that police is
restructured and modernised.

e  Without the police ensuring good law and order in the country, the other services would find
it difficult to operate.

e To transform the colonial police structure of the country into a progressive, modern force
sensitive to the democratic aspirations of the people.

e To eliminate the undue political interference. The police of today are victims of politicization
as well as criminalization.

e Toinstil the confidence of the people in the institution of police by making police more
people friendly.

e The security of the society and the welfare of the people is dependent on the efficiency of
the police.

Key reasons hindering both police reforms:
e An overburdened police force:

o Police force is overburdened especially at lower levels where constabulary is forced
to work continuously 14-16 hrs and also for 7 days a week. It adversely impacts their
performance.
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o While the sanctioned police strength was 181 police per lakh persons in 2016 when
the United Nations recommended standard is 222 police per lakh persons.

o 86% of the state police comprises of constabulary. Constables are typically
promoted once during their service. This could weaken their incentive to perform
well.

¢ Improving police infrastructure:

o Failure of police infrastructure like vehicles, weaponry. Also audits have found that
the POLNET network is non-functional in various states.

o For example, an audit of the Gujarat police force reported that the network had not
been operationalised till October 2015 due to non-installation of essential
infrastructure, such as remote subscriber units and generator sets.

o Funds dedicated for modernisation of infrastructure are typically not utilised fully.
For example, in 2015-16, only 14% of such funds were used by the states.

e Political influence:

o Second Administrative Reforms Commission has noted that ministers have used
police forces for personal and political reasons.

e Police accountability:

o Police forces have the authority to exercise force to enforce laws and maintain law
and order in a state. However, this power may be misused in several ways.

e Poor quality of investigation:

o Crime per lakh population has increased by 28% over the last decade (2005-2015).
However, convictions have been low. So it shows the poor quality of investigation.

o The Law Commission and the Second Administrative Reforms Commission have
noted that state police officers often neglect investigation because they are
understaffed and overburdened with various kinds of tasks.

o Further, they lack the training and the expertise required to conduct professional
investigations.

o They also have insufficient legal knowledge and the forensic and cyber infrastructure
available to them is both inadequate and outdated. In light of this, police forces may
use force and torture to secure evidence.

o Crime investigations may be influenced by political or other extraneous
considerations

e Forensic labs:

o Expert bodies have however said that these laboratories are short of funds and
qualified staff. Further, there is indiscriminate referencing of cases to these labs
resulting in high pendency.
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e Lack of co-ordination between centre and states is matter related to maintenance of law &
order results in ineffective functioning of police force.

e Police force is not in the position to tackle present problems of cybercrime, global terrorism,
Naxalism because of structural weaknesses.

e Prevalence of Rank system within the police force results in abuse of power by top level
executive over lower level personnel.

Reforms needed:
¢ Directions of the Supreme Court in Prakash Singh vs Union of India:

o Fixing the tenure and selection of the DGP to avoid situations where officers about
to retire in a few months are given the post.

o Inorder to ensure no political interference, a minimum tenure was sought for the
Inspector General of Police so that they are not transferred mid-term by politicians.

o Postings of officers should be done by Police Establishment Boards (PEB) comprising
police officers and senior bureaucrats to insulate powers of postings and transfers
from political leaders.

o Set up State Police Complaints Authority (SPCA) to give a platform where common
people aggrieved by police action could approach.

o Separate investigation and law and order functions to better improve policing.

o Set up of State Security Commissions (SSC) that would have members from civil
society.

o Form a National Security Commission.
¢ Independent Complaints Authority:

o The Second Administrative Reforms Commission and the Supreme Court have
observed that there is a need to have an independent complaints authority to
inquire into cases of police misconduct.

o Example is that of the New York City Police which has a Civilian Complaint Review
Board comprising of civilians appointed by local government bodies and the police
commissioner to investigate into cases of police misconduct.

¢ Investigation:

o Experts have recommended that states must have their own specialized
investigation units within the police force that are responsible for crime
investigation.

e Padmanabhaiah commission:

o Ithas also been recommended that constables, and the police force in general,
should receive greater training in soft skills given they need to deal with the public
regularly.

e Housing:
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o Importance of providing housing to the constabulary (and generally to the police
force) to improve their efficiency and incentive to accept remote postings has also
been emphasised by expert bodies, such as the National Police Commission.

e Community policing: Janamaithri Suraksha in Kerala

o This project is an initiative of the Kerala Police to facilitate greater accessibility, close
interaction and better understanding between the police and local communities. For
example, Beat Constables are required to know at least one family member of every
family living in his beat area.

o Meira Paibi (Torch-bearers) in Assam: The women of the Manipuri Basti in
Guwabhati help with improving the law and order problem in their area, by tackling
drug abuse among the youth. They light their torches and go around the basti
guarding the entry and exit points, to prevent the youth of the area from going out
after sunset

e Courts:

o The Madras High Court has said that the state government should contemplate
giving policemen a day off in a week like other government officials in order to
spend time with their families.

o The court suggested introducing an 8-hour, three-shift system for police personnel.
It will help them rejuvenate themselves and relieve them from stress.

e Evidence based policing is gaining credibility day by day — Indian police force must be
exposed to it.

e Second ARC recommended that the government should declare certain crimes as “federal”
and entrust their investigation to a Central agency.

e Police need to have the operational freedom to carry out their responsibilities
professionally, and satisfactory working conditions, while being held accountable for poor
performance or misuse of power.

e Gender Parity in Police force: The 2nd Administrative Reform Commission recommended
that the representation of women in police at all levels should be increased through
affirmative action so that they constitute about 33% of the police.

e Improvement in Intelligence gathering: The intelligence gathering machinery in the field
needs to be strengthened and at the same time, made more accountable. Human
intelligence should be combined with information derived from diverse sources with the
focus on increased use of technology.

Conclusion

The police force needs to be freed from the stranglehold of the executive and given functional
autonomy to enforce the rule of law. Police should be a SMART Police -a police which should be
strict and sensitive, modern and mobile, alert and accountable, reliable and responsible, tech-savvy
and trained.
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Critically analyse India’s efforts towards achieving the Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs) by 2030. What course corrections are required to meet the targets? (250

words)

Difficulty level: Tough

Reference: The Hindu

Why the question:

NITI Aayog’s 2020-21 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) India Index detailed the implementation
of the United Nations’ SDGs in the country, States and Union Territories (UTs). It gave marks,
between 0 and 100 points, to each region.

Key Demand of the question:

To write about India’s performance with respect to SDG’s and changes required to achieve the target.
Directive word:

Critically analyze — When asked to analyse, you must examine methodically the structure or nature
of the topic by separating it into component parts and present them in a summary. When ‘critically’
is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the topic and give a
balanced judgment on the topic.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Begin by giving context about 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) that are to be achieved by
2030.

Body:

First, mention the important SDGs in brief and write about the various measures taken in order to
achieve them.

Next, evaluate India’s performance toward achieving various SDGs by 2030 and mention the
shortfalls.

Next, write about the various course corrections that are required in order to ensure that SGDs are
achieved by 2030.

Conclusion:

Conclude with a way forward.

Introduction

The Index for Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) evaluates progress of states and Union
Territories (UTs) on various parameters including health, education, gender, economic growth,
institutions, climate change and environment. First launched in December 2018, the index has
become the primary tool for monitoring progress on the SDGs in India. It has also fostered
competition among the states and UTs by ranking them on the global goals.

All the States managed to score above 50 points in SDG implementation, with 13 States featuring in
the ‘Performer’ category and 15 in the ‘Front Runner’ category (the second-highest position) in NITI
Aayog’s 2020-21 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) India Index.

Body

e
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Progress of Indian States in achieving SGD Goals

India stepped into the ‘Front Runner’ category with a score of 66 points, though it dropped
two ranks in the ordinal scale.

However, our neighbouring countries performed better than us.

The country’s overall SDG score improved by 6 points — from 60 in 2019 to 66 in 2020-21 —
on accounts of improvement in performance in providing facilities including clean water and
sanitation, affordable and clean energy among others.

While Kerala retained its rank as the top with a score of 75, Himachal Pradesh and Tamil
Nadu both took the second spot with a score of 74. Bihar, Jharkhand and Assam were the
worst performing states in this year’s India index.

Chandigarh maintained its top spot among the UTs with a score of 79, followed by Delhi
(68).

Mizoram, Haryana and Uttarakhand are the top gainers in 2020-21 in terms of improvement
in score from 2019, with an increase of 12, 10 and 8 points, respectively.

While in 2019, 10 states/UTs belonged to the category of front-runners (score in the range
65-99, including both), 12 more states/UTs find themselves in this category in 2020-21.

Uttarakhand, Gujarat, Maharashtra, Mizoram, Punjab, Haryana, Tripura, Delhi,
Lakshadweep, Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Jammu and Kashmir and Ladakh graduated to
the category of front-runners (scores between 65 and 99, including both).
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Challenges persisting

e SDGs on eradication of poverty and hunger, measures related to the availability of
affordable, clean energy in particular, showed improvements across several States and
Union Territories. The campaign to improve the access of households to electricity and clean
cooking fuel has been shown to be an important factor.

e While this is cause for cheer, the Index reveals that there has been a major decline in the
areas of industry, innovation and infrastructure besides decent work and economic growth,
again made worse by the lockdowns imposed by the governments seeking to tackle the
COVID-19 pandemic.

e But the stark differences between the southern and western States on the one hand and the
north-central and eastern States on the other in their performance on the SDGs, point to
persisting socio-economic and governance disparities.

o These, if left unaddressed, will exacerbate federal challenges and outcomes, as seen in the
public health challenges during the second wave across some of the worse-off States.

Course corrections needed

e Many others, such as ‘no poverty’, ‘quality education’, ‘decent work and economic growth’,
‘industry, innovation and infrastructure’, and ‘climate action’, need a lot more work so that
the country can be pulled up to the ‘Front Runner’ category from the ‘Performer’ category.

e Partnership is the key to achieve this.

e The current level of collaboration with States, UTs, civil society organisations and businesses
should be further enhanced by overlooking any differences in political ideologies.

e Thereis a need to aggressively implement SDG localisation efforts at the district, panchayat
and village levels so that implementation feedback from the field is available, besides
enabling true internalisation of the SDGs by the community.

e Only work at the community level can make SDGs truly achievable and deliverable.
Conclusion

India’s push in the right direction in achieving Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) related to
clean energy, urban development and health has helped it improve its overall SDG score from 60 in
2019 to 66 in 2021. India must continue to aggressively take up the goals as a challenge for New
India by 2030.

Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services
relating to Health, Education, Human Resources.

Do you think it is necessary to have ‘vaccine mandates’ in this unprecedented public
health emergency? Critically analyse. (250 words)

Difficulty level: Tough
Reference: The Hindu
Why the question:
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The Supreme Court on Monday upheld both the right of an individual against forcible vaccination and
the government’s current vaccination policy to protect communitarian health, but found certain
vaccine mandates imposed by State governments/Union Territories, which tend to deny access to
basic welfare measures and freedom of movement to unvaccinated individuals, disproportionate.
Key Demand of the question:

To write about vaccine mandates and its need in the present times

Directive word:

Critically analyze — When asked to analyse, you must examine methodically the structure or nature
of the topic by separating it into component parts and present them in a summary. When ‘critically’
is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the topic and give a
balanced judgment on the topic.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Begin by giving context regarding ‘vaccine mandates’.

Body:

First, write about the need to have an vaccine mandates — preventing transmissions, reducing
mortality, protecting public health etc.

Next, write about the shortcomings of vaccine mandates — draconian, denial of services, against
article 21 etc.

Conclusion:

Conclude by giving a balanced way forward.

Introduction

The Supreme Court on Monday upheld both the right of an individual against forcible

vaccination and the government’s current vaccination policy to protect communitarian health, but
found certain vaccine mandates imposed by State governments/Union Territories, which tend

to deny access to basic welfare measures and freedom of movement to unvaccinated

individuals, disproportionate.

A vaccine mandate requires a person to take the coronavirus vaccine in order to do certain things,
such as working, travelling, or attending an event.

Body
Need for vaccine mandates

¢ No severe infection: The current vaccine policy reflects the unanimous views of experts on
the benefits of vaccination in addressing severe infection. It makes the infection mild as
antibodies fight against

e Greater good of greater number: It will reduce oxygen requirements, hospital and
ICU admissions and mortality rate

e Stops new variants from emerging: As more people get vaccinated, the possibility
of stopping mutations through infections get reduced and finally an end to the pandemic.

e Protecting public health: A study published last month by researchers from Canada’s
University of Toronto found that when unvaccinated people mix with the vaccinated, the
vaccinated people have more infections. In simpler terms, the choice of unvaccinated people
harms the vaccinated more.

e Elderly population: If more people get vaccinated then elderly population are protected
from severe infection and fatality of the virus.
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Shortcomings of vaccine mandates

o Unscientific: Vaccine mandates wilted in the face of “emerging scientific opinion” that
the risk of transmission of COVID-19 infection from unvaccinated individuals was almost on
par with that from vaccinated persons.

¢ Vaccine side-effects to some: Personal autonomy of an individual, which is a recognised
facet of protection guaranteed under Article 21 encompasses the right to refuse to undergo
any medical treatment in the sphere of individual health.

o Moreover, adverse reactions to the vaccine in some individuals has not been made
public.

¢ Unfair mandates: Restrictions on unvaccinated individuals imposed by various vaccine
mandates by the State governments and Union Territories are not said to be proportionate.

¢ Polarisation: Vaccine mandates have been polarising as religious beliefs and personal
freedom arguments have clashed with public health concerns.

Conclusion

The judgment was a result of a PIL petition and challenge that certain vaccine mandates notified by
States, including those that made vaccination a precondition for accessing any benefits or services,
were violative of the rights of citizens and unconstitutional. The court also clarified that if there is a
likelihood of such individuals spreading the infection to other people or contributing to mutation of
the virus or burdening of the public health infrastructure, thereby affecting communitarian health at
large, protection of which is undoubtedly a legitimate state aim of paramount significance in this
collective battle against the pandemic, the government can regulate such public health concerns by
imposing certain limitations on individual rights that are reasonable and proportionate to the object
sought to be fulfilled.

As we recover the devastating impact of the pandemic, the emphasis on covid-19
shouldn’t steer us away from other health threats. Focus should be on resilient health
systems, emergency preparedness and improving health infrastructure. Elaborate.

(250 words)

Difficulty level: Moderate

Reference: Down to Earth

Why the question:

Over 17,000 cases of measles have been reported largely from Somalia, Yemen, Nigeria, Afghanistan
and Ethiopia in January and February of 2022, according to the World Health Organization (WHO).
Key Demand of the question:

To give an account on important features that a resilient health system must constitute.

Directive word:

Elaborate — Give a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the context. You must
be defining key terms wherever appropriate and substantiate with relevant associated facts.
Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Start by mentioning the devastating impact of the pandemic on the healthcare system on India and
efforts to fight it.
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Body:

First, begin by describing various lacunas in present healthcare system in India and the various efforts
to fight covid-19.

Next, stress on the need to focus on other health threats as well — robust Primary Healthcare system
and mention about need for an inclusive approach towards beneficiaries of the healthcare system,
universal vaccination, increased public funding and the need for a greater healthcare workforce
catering to the population demand of the nation.

Conclusion:

Conclude by mentioning that there is a pressing need to focus on healthcare system in order to build
back better and achieve SDG-3.

Introduction

Especially in times of Pandemics like Covid-19, the significance and loopholes of Indian public health
sector are led bare. It gives an opportunity to reform and rehaul the healthcare sector to be better
equipped for future emergencies. India needs to significantly amp its health-related infrastructure

Body
Problems in India’s health sector

e There is a massive shortage of medical staff, infrastructure and last mile connectivity in rural
areas. Eg: Doctor : Population 1:1800 and 78% doctors cater to urban India (population of
30%).

e Massive shortages in the supply of services (human resources, hospitals and diagnostic
centres in the private/public sector) which are made worse by grossly inequitable availability
between and within States.

o Data from the National Health Profile-2019, the total number of hospital beds in the
country was 7,13,986 which translates to 0.55 beds per 1000 population.

o Furthermore, the study also highlighted that, 12 states that account for 70 per cent
of India’s3 billion population were found to have hospital beds per 1000
population below the national average of 0.55 beds.

o For example, even a well-placed State such as Tamil Nadu has an over 30% shortage
of medical and non-medical professionals in government facilities.

e Health budget: The health budget has neither increased nor is there any policy to
strengthen the public/private sector in deficit areas. While the Ayushmaan Bharat
provides portability, one must not forget that it will take time for hospitals to be established
in deficit areas.

o Thisinturn could cause patients to gravitate toward the southern States that have a
comparatively better health infrastructure than the rest of India.

¢ Infrastructure constraints: There are doubts on the capacity of India’s infrastructure to take
on the additional load of patients during pandemics like Covid-19 as seen recently.

o Thereis a growing medical tourism (foreign tourists/patients) as a policy being
promoted by the government, and also domestic patients, both insured and
uninsured.

e
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e Absence of primary care: In the northern States there are hardly any sub-centres and
primary health centres are practically non-existent. First mile connectivity to a primary
healthcare centre is broken. For eg, in Uttar Pradesh there is one PHC for every 28 villages.

e Out of pocket expenditure high: Even the poor are forced to opt for private healthcare, and,
hence, pay from their own pockets. As a result, an estimated 63 million people fall into
poverty due to health expenditure, annually.

o Inequities in the health sector exist due to many factors like geography, socio-
economic status and income groups among others. Compared with countries like Sri
Lanka, Thailand and China, which started at almost similar levels, India lags behind
peers on healthcare outcomes.

e Rural medical practitioners (RMPs), who provide 80% of outpatient care, have no formal
qualifications for it. People fall prey for quacks, often leading to grave disabilities and loss of
life.

o Dependency on import: Compounding the problem of poor health infrastructure and low
spending, especially in the current COVID-19 environment that has caused
significant disruptions to the global supply chains, is India’s dependence on medical devices
imports.

o As per IMA data, India’s medical devices imports were around Rs 39,000 crore in
FY2019, having seen a growth of 24 per cent from the previous year.

¢ Numerous Schemes: The Government has launched many policies and health programmes
but success has been partial at best. The National Health Policy(NHP) 2002 proposed to
increase Government spending on health by two to three per cent of the gross domestic
product (GDP) by 2010 which has not happened yet. Now, the NHP 2017, has proposed to
take it to 2.5 per cent of the GDP by 2025.

e Healthcare without holistic approach: There are a lot of determinants for better health like
improved drinking water supply and sanitation; better nutritional outcomes, health and
education for women and girls; improved air quality and safer roads which
are outside the purview of the Health Ministry.

Steps needed

e Prioritize primary health care: The current approach requires re-emphasizing the missing
priority on PHCs and CHCs for developing comprehensive primary care.

o Achieving comprehensive primary care requires a paradigm shift from disease-
control vertical programmes to community-led, people-oriented primary care.

e Strengthen State’s capacity: Sharper focus in the resource-starved states should be on
improving efficiency in spending without compromising equity, and this can be attained by
designing programmes that would cover a large number of people and a wide range of
diseases.

o For example, POSHAN Abhiyan to be strictly rolled out in BIMARU
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o Since the states have higher responsibility than the Centre in matters related to
health, the blueprints of primary care can further be redefined in view of the local
needs.

o This should be the policy agenda for the low-performing and resource-constrained
states.

o Low cost healthcare: It is relevant to develop low-cost primary care service delivery
models involving nurses and allied health professionals which can lower the burden on the
public health system marked by the stress of a low doctor-strength.

e Task force and collaboration : The triple helix model of innovation,e., bringing together the
government, academia and industry, now more than ever. To this end, the Government of
India has established a ‘COVID-19 Taskforce’ with the objective of mapping together various
technological advancements related to COVID-19 in public R&D labs, academia, start-ups,
and industries.

o The task force has already identified over 500 entities in the fields of medicines,
ventilators, protective gear, among others.

o India has seen the benefits of such collaborations in the past —in 2014, the Rotavac
vaccine was developed under the leadership of Dr M K Bhan, as part of an
international consortium that included India’s Department of Biotechnology and
other partners from academia and industry.

e Locally aligned: India needs to design health services to meet local needs with the opposite
referral mechanism to secondary- and tertiary-care, and this can produce better health
outcomes with a considerable cost-advantage.

o Inthis context, the role of public health professionals, those who can help design
outreach and preventive programmes and implement the continuing health
programme effectively, assumes paramount importance. Eg: Telemedicine

¢ India lacks the required number of public health professionals. The shortage is severe in
many parts of the country, especially poorer states like Odisha, Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh and
Rajasthan.

o The focus should be to train a pool of social workers, psychiatrists, counsellors with
public health orientation who could then transform the primary healthcare delivery
system in the country.

o Ayush doctors can prescribe Allopathy medicines after a bridge course.

e Along with Ayushmaan Bharat (PMJAY), focus must be laid on strengthening the primary
health centres with basic diagnostics and services, with district hospitals equipped with
multi-specialty capabilities and services to people. Especially for the poor who cannot afford
quality health care in private hospitals.

e Generic medicines: Access to medicines through Jan Aushadhi Kendra Scheme. It is
mandated to offer 2000 medicines and 300 surgicals in all districts by 2024.

Conclusion
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Covid-19 should become an eye opener for improving India’s healthcare system. Even the relatively
better off people faced issues in getting timely medical attention in India, then the fate of a poor
man can only be worse. Such learnings must pave way for renewed vigour to chalk out a policy for
national health, making healthcare not a luxury but an accessible service.

India’s universities have always been bastions of ‘creativity’, ‘out of the box thinking’
and ‘ideological disruptions’. Discuss the issues marring the education campuses and
suggest way forward. (250 words)

Difficulty level: Difficult

Reference: The Hindu

Why the question:

Our once-great institutions of learning are beset by multiple crises — a financial crunch at the
university level, a deficit in research opportunities for faculty, poor infrastructure and learning
outcomes for students; with any protests hit hard by police brutality and campus repression.

Key Demand of the question:

To discuss the scenario of Indian Universities and higher education in general, the issues being faced
and the way forward.

Directive word:

Discuss — This is an all-encompassing directive — you must debate on paper by going through the
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You must give reasons for both for
and against arguments.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Begin with brief introduction on the current status of universities in India..

Body:

Discussion should include the following:

Give a brief on the current scenario on Universities.

Discuss the issues surrounding the higher education system in the country, what are the key
challenges and suggest what needs to be done to overcome the same.

Explain what can be done to ensure they become hubs for creative thinking and innovation.
Conclusion:

Conclude with way forward.

Introduction

Universities in the past have played a crucial role in strengthening democracy and civil society.

The Central Hindu College (Delhi), inaugurated by Madan Mohan Malaviya, was a centre for political
debate during the freedom struggle, with students and teachers joining the Quit India movement,
and involved in the defence of Rash Behari Bose and Lala Har Dayal in 1915

Body
Issues being faced by Universities
¢ Financial issues

o Spending on higher educationas a percentage of government expenditure has
stagnated at 1.3-1.5% since 2012.

o Meanwhile, the Ministry of Education continues to push higher education
institutions to increase their intake capacity by 25%
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o The Higher Education Financing Agency (HEFA), which provides funding for all
infrastructure loans to institutions, saw its budget reduced from 2,000 crore in FY
20-21 to X1 crore in FY 21-22.

e Management Issues

o Management of Indian education faces challenges of over-centralization,
bureaucratic structures and lack of accountability, transparency, and
professionalism.

¢ Inadequate Research Grants

o There are insufficient resources and facilities, as well as limited numbers of
quality faculty to advise students. Most of the research scholars are without
fellowships or not getting their fellowships on time which directly or indirectly
affects their research.

o Moreover, grants under the UGC’s minor and major research project schemes have
declined from X42.7 crore in FY 2016-17 to X38 lakh in FY 2020-21.

o India has over 1,040 universities, but just 2.7% offer PhD programmes, given paltry
funding and poor infrastructure.

e Infrastructural Issues
o Investments in university infrastructure have shrunk.

o Most Indian universities and colleges have overcrowded classrooms, poor
ventilation and sanitation, and unsatisfactory hostel accommodation.

e Poor Teaching Capacity

o The QS World University Rankings 2022 revealed that although Indian universities
have improved their performance on academic reputation metric and research
impact, they continue to struggle on the teaching capacity metric.

o No Indian university ranks among the top 250 for faculty-student ratio.

o Poor performance on teaching capacity is not because of any drop in hiring, but
rather an increased student intake mandated by the government to implement
reservations for economically weaker sections.

e Fallin Academic Standards

o Academic standards and processes are not being maintained. Examination paper
leaks have become common.

o Candidates have anecdotally highlighted examination centre operators charging a
hefty amount from candidates to help them pass.

Measures needed to improve status of Indian Universities:

e The best Indian universities would require a kind of “cultural revolution” to join the ranks of
global world-class universities and to be able to lure top faculty.
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e |tisvirtually impossible for India to attract large numbers of international professors of high
standing and ability without dramatic changes in many aspects of the existing governance
structure in higher education. Dramatically enhanced funding would also be required.

e The Ministry of Human Resource Development should be working closely with the Ministry
of Corporate Affairs to have a road map that incentivizes CSR funding to be made available
for universities.

e There need to be an immediate move to attract more candidates, such as the faculty
recruitment drive in the US, and monetary incentives like the Young Faculty Incentive
Fellowship Scheme.

o Parallel development in infrastructure is necessary to accommodate the research needs of
incoming faculty.

e The structural and practical realities of Indian universities make them generally
unattractive to academic talent from abroad, this must be rectified at the earliest.

e The key motivation for hiring foreign faculty must be to improve international
competitiveness and secure positions in global rankings, which in turn would also attract
more motivated students.

e Attracting foreign nationals, Indians who studied at prestigious foreign universities by
offering higher salaries and other benefits.

e The moral and motivation of the academics have to be maintained. Not only attract the
quality but also retain the quality of teachers. For this, the recruitment and the promotion
policy have to be looked into. Recruitment policy on merit, kind of promotion on merit and
in intervals would retain good teachers.

Conclusion

If universities become center of fresh knowledge production, then things change. Complete freedom
of thought in direction and ideas is need of the hour. There is a prevailing culture that knowledge is
finite and job of student is to master pre-existing knowledge. This has a limiting problem in
educational culture which needs to be challenged.

The policing system needs to be reformed to be in tune with present day scenario and
upgraded to effectively deal with the crime and criminals, uphold human rights and
safeguard the legitimate interests of one and all. Analyse in the light of Prakash Singh

judgement. (250 words)
Reference: Indian Express

Introduction

The primary role of police forces is to uphold and enforce laws, investigate crimes and ensure
security for people in the country. Under the Constitution, police is a subject governed by states.
There has been almost 30 years of debate on policing and reform in India. The present Indian police
system is largely based on Police act of 1861. Police reforms has been on the agenda of
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Governments almost since independence but even after more than 70 years, the police is seen as
selectively efficient, unsympathetic to the under privileged.

The Supreme Court has stated that the landmark judgment of Prakash Singh v. Union of India
(2006), which dealt with police reforms, is used periodically only as a mantra, to suit the occasion
whenever it arises.

Body
Need for Police Reforms:

e IfIndiais to achieve its status as a great power, it is absolutely essential that police is
restructured and modernised.

e Without the police ensuring good law and order in the country, the other services would find
it difficult to operate.

e To transform the colonial police structure of the country into a progressive, modern force
sensitive to the democratic aspirations of the people.

e To eliminate the undue political interference. The police of today are victims of politicization
as well as criminalization.

e Toinstil the confidence of the people in the institution of police by making police more
people friendly.

e The security of the society and the welfare of the people is dependent on the efficiency of
the police.

Key reasons hindering both police reforms:
e Anoverburdened police force:

o Police force is overburdened especially at lower levels where constabulary is forced
to work continuously 14-16 hrs and also for 7 days a week. It adversely impacts their
performance.

o While the sanctioned police strength was 181 police per lakh persons in 2016 when
the United Nations recommended standard is 222 police per lakh persons.

o 86% of the state police comprises of constabulary. Constables are typically
promoted once during their service. This could weaken their incentive to perform
well.

e Improving police infrastructure:

o Failure of police infrastructure like vehicles, weaponry. Also audits have found that
the POLNET network is non-functional in various states.

o For example, an audit of the Gujarat police force reported that the network had not
been operationalised till October 2015 due to non-installation of essential
infrastructure, such as remote subscriber units and generator sets.

o Funds dedicated for modernisation of infrastructure are typically not utilised fully.
For example, in 2015-16, only 14% of such funds were used by the states.
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e Political influence:

o Second Administrative Reforms Commission has noted that ministers have used
police forces for personal and political reasons.

e Police accountability:

o Police forces have the authority to exercise force to enforce laws and maintain law
and order in a state. However, this power may be misused in several ways.

e Poor quality of investigation:

o Crime per lakh population has increased by 28% over the last decade (2005-2015).
However, convictions have been low. So it shows the poor quality of investigation.

o The Law Commission and the Second Administrative Reforms Commission have
noted that state police officers often neglect investigation because they are
understaffed and overburdened with various kinds of tasks.

o Further, they lack the training and the expertise required to conduct professional
investigations.

o They also have insufficient legal knowledge and the forensic and cyber infrastructure
available to them is both inadequate and outdated. In light of this, police forces may
use force and torture to secure evidence.

o Crime investigations may be influenced by political or other extraneous
considerations

e Forensic labs:

o Expert bodies have however said that these laboratories are short of funds and
qualified staff. Further, there is indiscriminate referencing of cases to these labs
resulting in high pendency.

e Lack of co-ordination between centre and states is matter related to maintenance of law &
order results in ineffective functioning of police force.

e Police force is not in the position to tackle present problems of cybercrime, global terrorism,
Naxalism because of structural weaknesses.

e Prevalence of Rank system within the police force results in abuse of power by top level
executive over lower level personnel.

Reforms needed:
e Directions of the Supreme Court in Prakash Singh vs Union of India:

o Fixing the tenure and selection of the DGP to avoid situations where officers about
to retire in a few months are given the post.

o Inorder to ensure no political interference, a minimum tenure was sought for the
Inspector General of Police so that they are not transferred mid-term by politicians.
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o Postings of officers should be done by Police Establishment Boards (PEB) comprising
police officers and senior bureaucrats to insulate powers of postings and transfers
from political leaders.

o Set up State Police Complaints Authority (SPCA) to give a platform where common
people aggrieved by police action could approach.

o Separate investigation and law and order functions to better improve policing.

o Set up of State Security Commissions (SSC) that would have members from civil
society.

o Form a National Security Commission.
¢ Independent Complaints Authority:

o The Second Administrative Reforms Commission and the Supreme Court have
observed that there is a need to have an independent complaints authority to
inquire into cases of police misconduct.

o Example is that of the New York City Police which has a Civilian Complaint Review
Board comprising of civilians appointed by local government bodies and the police
commissioner to investigate into cases of police misconduct.

¢ Investigation:

o Experts have recommended that states must have their own specialized
investigation units within the police force that are responsible for crime
investigation.

e Padmanabhaiah commission:

o Ithasalso been recommended that constables, and the police force in general,
should receive greater training in soft skills given they need to deal with the public
regularly.

e Housing:

o Importance of providing housing to the constabulary (and generally to the police
force) to improve their efficiency and incentive to accept remote postings has also
been emphasised by expert bodies, such as the National Police Commission.

e Community policing: Janamaithri Suraksha in Kerala

o This project is an initiative of the Kerala Police to facilitate greater accessibility, close
interaction and better understanding between the police and local communities. For
example, Beat Constables are required to know at least one family member of every
family living in his beat area.

o Meira Paibi (Torch-bearers) in Assam: The women of the Manipuri Basti in
Guwahati help with improving the law and order problem in their area, by tackling
drug abuse among the youth. They light their torches and go around the basti
guarding the entry and exit points, to prevent the youth of the area from going out
after sunset
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e Courts:

o The Madras High Court has said that the state government should contemplate
giving policemen a day off in a week like other government officials in order to
spend time with their families.

o The court suggested introducing an 8-hour, three-shift system for police personnel.
It will help them rejuvenate themselves and relieve them from stress.

e Evidence based policing is gaining credibility day by day — Indian police force must be
exposed to it.

o Second ARC recommended that the government should declare certain crimes as “federal”
and entrust their investigation to a Central agency.

e Police need to have the operational freedom to carry out their responsibilities
professionally, and satisfactory working conditions, while being held accountable for poor
performance or misuse of power.

e Gender Parity in Police force: The 2nd Administrative Reform Commission recommended
that the representation of women in police at all levels should be increased through
affirmative action so that they constitute about 33% of the police.

¢ Improvement in Intelligence gathering: The intelligence gathering machinery in the field
needs to be strengthened and at the same time, made more accountable. Human
intelligence should be combined with information derived from diverse sources with the
focus on increased use of technology.

Conclusion

The police force needs to be freed from the stranglehold of the executive and given functional
autonomy to enforce the rule of law. Police should be a SMART Police -a police which should be
strict and sensitive, modern and mobile, alert and accountable, reliable and responsible, tech-savvy
and trained.

Mission POSHAN 2.0 strongly integrates the aspect of under-nutrition and anaemia
among women, girls, and children. However, the design needs to be inclusive of the
growing risk of non-communicable diseases and obesity among adolescents. Discuss.

(250 words)

Difficulty level: Moderate

Reference: The Hindu

Why the question:

Multiple studies show that adolescence is a nutritionally demanding phase of life. Susceptibility of
adolescent girls to anaemia is 40% compared to boys at 18%. This is why promoting dietary diversity
is crucial during adolescence, as dietary habits are in the formative stage and evidence shows that
behaviour imbibed during adolescence has a higher chance of being continued in adult life.

Key Demand of the question:

To write about the achievements of POSHAN Abhiyaan 2.0 in tackling malnutrition and further steps
that are required to make it more holistic.

Directive word:

w
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Discuss — This is an all-encompassing directive — you must debate on paper by going through the
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You must give reasons for both for
and against arguments.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Begin by writing about POSHAN Abhiyaan 2.0, its aims and objectives.

Body:

First, write about the successes of Begin by writing about POSHAN Abhiyaan 1.0 and 2.0 in tackling
the issue of hunger and malnutrition.

Next, write about the further changes to its design that are needed to ensure it becomes very holistic
in improving overall health.

Next, suggest steps to further streamline POSHAN Abhiyaan 2.0 to overcome the above.
Conclusion:

Conclude by stressing on the fact that by making POSHAN Abhiyaan 2.0 a resounding success, India
takes a step towards achieving SDG-2.

Introduction

Poshan Abhiyan, which vowed to make India free of malnutrition by 2022, repositioned nutrition as
central to development and emphasised its multi-factorial and multi-sectoral nature. It was launched
to strengthen nutritional content, delivery, outreach and outcome, with renewed focus on
developing practices that nurture health, wellness and immunity to disease and malnutrition in the
country.

Last year, the Ministry for Women and Child Development inaugurated Poshan 2.0 and urged all
Aspirational Districts to establish a Poshan Vatika (nutrition garden) during the Nutrition Month
(Poshan Mah) from 1st September 2021.

Body
Poshan 2.0: Overview
e Under Poshan 2.0, several related schemes have been merged to tap the synergies.

e Malnutrition hotspots are being identified and 112 aspiring districts will receive extra
attention.

e Poshan Maah: It includes a month-long activity focussed on antenatal care, optimal
breastfeeding, Anaemia, growth monitoring, girls education, diet, right age of marriage,
hygiene and sanitation and eating healthy (Food Fortification).

o The activities focus on Social and Behavioural Change Communication (SBCC) and
are based on Jan Andolan Guidelines.

o Under the current Poshan Maah, the drive to identify children suffering from severe
acute malnutrition has been intensified and Anganwadi workers have been asked to
refer those having medical complications to health institutions and NRCs.

e Poshan Vatika: Its main objective is to ensure supply of nutrition
through organically home-grown vegetables and fruits simultaneously ensuring that the soil
must also remain healthy.
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o Plantation drives for Poshan Vatikas would be taken up by all the stakeholders in the
space available at anganwadis, school premises and gram panchayats.

Changes required to make POSHAN 2.0 more holistic and comprehensive

e Promoting dietary diversity: Susceptibility of adolescent girls to anaemia is 40% compared
to boys at 18%. This is why promoting dietary diversity is crucial during adolescence.

¢ Anaemia prevalence: The Comprehensive National Nutrition Survey 2019 shows that even
before the pandemic, consumption of diverse food groups among adolescents was low. The
fallout of COVID-19 has further worsened dietary diversity, especially of women,
adolescents and children.

o Weekly Iron Folic Acid Supplementation: First, along with continued service delivery of
WIFS, the government’s health and nutrition policies need to emphasise on strong
compliance to diverse diets and physical activities. This includes locally sourced fruits and
vegetables, seasonal diets, and the inclusion of millets.

e Counselling: There is a need for strengthened nutrition counselling for adolescent girls
through community workers’ home visits, by building a strong ecosystem in schools to
promote healthy habits and diets, virtual counselling, and comprehensive nutrition
counselling through community-based events and Village Health, Sanitation and Nutrition
Days.

e Nutri-smart schools: We need to promote good nutrition among adolescents through Nutri-
Smart schools (building kitchen gardens in schools), which are already being implemented
in some States. Such initiatives will increase awareness, improve availability, and
accessibility to diverse foods groups.

¢ Increasing marriageable age: Further, food diversification is required to be complemented
with reformative steps such as the recent amendment of increasing the legal age of
marriage for women from 18 years to 21 years.

o However, for such legislation to have the best impact, it is equally crucial to ensure
that girls remain in school or formal education, their safety is ensured, and their
health and nutrition are prioritised.

e Micro-nutrients and Hidden Hunger: Currently, 80% of adolescents suffer ‘hidden
hunger’ due to micro nutrient deficiencies.

o The trend is more prevalent in girls as they already suffer multiple nutritional
deprivations.

o We need to strengthen our policy initiatives to address deficiencies of not just iron
and folic acid, but also vitamin B12, vitamin D, and zinc.

e Tackling Obesity: Given that over 10% of adolescents are overweight in 12 States of India,
strict action plans need to be devised against the sale and advertisement of unhealthy
foods and beverages.

Way forward and conclusion
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Community management protocols: For those facing severe acute malnutrition without
medical complications, community management protocols should be strengthened, so that
they do not go on to develop medical complications in times of the pandemic.

Adaptation: Fresh waves of Covid cannot be ruled out in the near future, and we must adapt
our nutrition interventions to the possibility of such repeated shocks.

Document Learning: Rising above political differences, it is important to document and learn
from states like Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh and Rajasthan, which have scaled

up Community-based Management of Malnutrition practices in recent times, so that best
practices can be adopted and incorporated.

Revamp health awareness and monitoring: Other activities, such as making new mothers
breastfeed for longer, managing childhood diarrhoea, distributing deworming

tablets and iron and folic acid diligently while convincing target groups to take these
diligently will go a long way in improving the nutrition status of children and new mothers.

Food fortification to ensure essential micro nutrients reach the body.

Value Addition

POSHAN Abhiyaan

Also called National Nutrition Mission, was launched by the government on the occasion of
the International Women’s Day on 8th March, 2018.

The Abhiyaan targets to reduce Stunting, undernutrition, Anaemia (among young children,
women and adolescent girls) and reduce low birth weight by 2%, 2%, 3% and 2% per annum
respectively.

It also targets to bring down stunting among children in the age group 0-6 years from 4% to
25% by 2022.

Malnutrition in India

India, currently has the largest number of undernourished people in the worlde. around 195
million.

Nearly 47 million or 4 out of 10 children in India do not meet their full human potential
because of chronic undernutrition or stunting.

9% of children under 5 years are stunted and 20.8% are wasted, compared to the Asia
average of 22.7% and 9.4% respectively.

Rate of overweight and obesity continues to rise, affecting almost a fifth of the adults, at
21.6% of women and 17.8% of men.

Inequities in food and health systems increase inequalities in nutrition outcomes that in turn
can lead to more inequity, perpetuating a vicious cycle.

The disruption in education caused by the pandemic resulted in an alarming
regression in children’s foundational skills which can have long term repercussions on

the learning outcomes. Suggest steps to bridge the gap in education. (250 words)
Difficulty level: Moderate
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Reference: Indian Express

Why the question:

The National Assessment Survey (NAS), details the magnitude of this learning crisis across the
country. Conducted in November 2021 among students of more than one lakh schools in 720
districts, the NAS shows a sharp dip in the performance of students in almost all subjects during the
pandemic years.

Key Demand of the question:

To write about the impact of the pandemic on education and steps needed to offset the impact.
Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Begin by highlighting some of the facts with respect to impact of covid-19 on education in India.
Body:

Firstly, mention the progress in education system before the pandemic. Cite a statistic to substantiate
your point. Bring out the impact of learning deficit caused by the pandemic in India.

Next, mention the various ways to bridge the learning deficit that has emerged — readmitting
dropouts, ensuring access to e-learning, special focus on most vulnerable states etc.

Conclusion:

Conclude by writing a way forward.

Introduction

India witnessed one of the longest school closures in the world. For the better part of the past two
years, teachers struggled to cope with the pedagogical challenges posed by the switch to online
classes. The country’s digital divide proved to be a hurdle for a large number of underprivileged
learners. Field reports by private agencies and state government bodies have indicated that this
disruption resulted in an alarming regression in children’s foundational skills — reading, writing,
doing simple mathematics.

The National Assessment Survey (NAS), details the magnitude of this learning crisis across the
country. Conducted in November 2021 among students of more than one lakh schools in 720
districts, the NAS shows a sharp dip in the performance of students in almost all subjects during the
pandemic years.

Body
Background

e Our answer to the education crisis during the pandemic has been to offer online education.
However, there are serious issues related to access, devices, content, curation, teachers,
training, testing, exams, grades, funding, facilities, salaries, parents and fees.

e Itis estimated that only about 25 per cent of Indian households have an internet facility.

e Forrural households, that number drops to 15 per cent. The worst affected, as always, will
be the marginalised, rural and poor populations.

e Digital education is not just about videos of lectures on blackboards by teachers on the
internet. It is about appropriate platforms, technology, tools, interactivity, curation, content
and a lot more.

e Government schools and colleges do not have the resources to provide digital
education. Private schools and colleges are no different. However, they all want parents to
pay full fees to be able to pay their staff and maintain facilities.
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¢ InIndia, the situation is even more complex because of the lack of a proper policy on digital
education, infrastructure and multiple languages.

Learning crisis in India and its impact

o The public health emergency seems to have put on the back-burner the implementation of
school education reforms envisaged by the NEP.

e Funds for training teachers have been slashed by nearly 50 per cent in the current budget
and the outlay for the Mid-Day Meal Scheme whose positive impact on school enrolment,
student retention and nutrition of children is well-documented has come down by almost
10 per cent.

e Instead, there seems to be an over-reliance on e-learning. But as the NAS shows, these
methods cannot be a substitute for the interactions in a

e According to ASER survey, students, especially those from poor families, are
dependent more than ever on private tuition.

e Of concern is the survey finding that the youngest learners also have the “least access to
technology”. Almost a third of all children in Classes | and Il did not have a smartphone
available at home.

e 4 per cent teachers flagged the problem of children being “unable to catch up” as one of
their biggest challenges — which is also a warning that their learning outcomes are set to be
affected unless addressed with urgency.

e As per NAS survey teachers and field investigators across the country reported that primary
grade kids struggled to make sense of questions to test basic comprehension and numerical
skills.

Steps needed to remedy the education crisis

e Relearning: The first step should be to acknowledge that children are returning to schools
with diminished skills as well as recognise that some learners may have experienced more
setbacks than their peers.

e Creative teaching: Planners and school administrators should give teachers the freedom to
adopt creative approaches that turn classrooms into spaces where students can shed the
anxieties of the past two years and regain skills at their own pace.

e Learner-centric: This would require re-imagining pedagogical practices and a shift from
syllabus-centred approaches of the past to learner-centric methods.

o The New Education Policy 2020, announced in the first year of the pandemic,
recognises this imperative.

e New Education policy: The policy reforms envisaged must be kick-started and implemented
on war footing especially wrt pedagogical learning.

e Vaccination of all children against covid-19 so that there wont be any disruption to schools
and children attending schools.
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¢ Keeping a watch on school drop-outs and bringing everyone back to school should become
the number one priority of the government.

Conclusion

Several studies, including the annual ASER reports, have underlined that most of the failings of the
country’s educational system stem from the lack of connect between the lived experiences of most
students and what is taught in classrooms. The pandemic-induced crisis, no doubt formidable, is an
opportunity to apply correctives. Failure to do so will imperil the academic future of an entire
generation.

Empowering the ASHA workers to truly integrate the multiple roles of community
mobiliser, activist and provider of first contact care will ensure holistic developmental

outcomes at the grassroot level. Discuss. (250 words)

Difficulty level: Moderate

Reference: Indian Express , Indian Express

Why the question:

The country’s frontline health workers or ASHAs were one of the six recipients of the WHQO’s Global
Health Leaders Award-2022 that recognizes leadership, contributions to advancing global health and
commitment to regional health issues.

Key Demand of the question:

To write about the importance of ASHA for grassroot level development.

Directive word:

Discuss — This is an all-encompassing directive — you must debate on paper by going through the
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You must give reasons for both for
and against arguments.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Begin by writing about ASHA workers as part of National Rural Health Mission.

Body:

First, write about the major roles played the ASHA workers — The ASHA programme is considered as
being vital to achieving the goal of increasing community engagement with the health system,
improving the health status of the community through securing people’s access to health care
services. Mention the work done by the ASHA workers in the Pandemic.

Next, write certain limitations with respect to the ASHA programme and suggest measures to
empower the ASHA workers further.

Conclusion:

Conclude by writing a way forward.

Introduction

The World Health Organisation has recognised the country’s 10.4 lakh ASHA (Accredited Social
Health Activist) workers as ‘Global Health Leaders’ for their efforts in connecting the community to
the government’s health programmes.

While this is laudable, the women health volunteers continue to fight for higher remuneration,
regular jobs, and even health benefits. While intermittent protests have been going on in several
states, thousands of ASHAs from across the country took to the streets in September last year to
fight for their demands.
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Body

About ASHA workers

ASHA workers are volunteers from within the community who are trained to provide
information and aid people in accessing benefits of various healthcare schemes of the
government.

They act as a bridge connecting marginalised communities with facilities such as primary
health centres, sub-centres and district hospitals.

The role of these community health volunteers under the National Rural Health Mission
(NRHM) was first established in 2005.

ASHAs are primarily married, widowed, or divorced women between the ages of 25 and 45
years from within the community. They must have good communication and leadership
skills; should be literate with formal education up to Class 8, as per the programme
guidelines.

The aim is to have one ASHA for every 1,000 persons or per habitation in hilly, tribal or other
sparsely populated areas.

There are around 10.4 lakh ASHA workers across the country, with the largest workforces in
states with high populations — Uttar Pradesh (1.63 lakh), Bihar (89,437), and Madhya
Pradesh (77,531). Goa is the only state with no such workers, as per the latest National
Health Mission data available from September 2019.

Role of ASHA workers

They go door-to-door in their designated areas creating awareness about basic nutrition,
hygiene practices, and the health services available.

They focus primarily on ensuring that women undergo ante-natal check-up, maintain
nutrition during pregnancy, deliver at a healthcare facility, and provide post-birth training
on breast-feeding and complementary nutrition of children.

They also counsel women about contraceptives and sexually transmitted infections.

ASHA workers are also tasked with ensuring and motivating children to get
immunised. Other than mother and child care, ASHA workers also provide medicines daily
to TB patients under directly observed treatment of the national programme.

They are also tasked with screening for infections like malaria during the season.

They also provide basic medicines and therapies to people under their jurisdiction such as
oral rehydration solution, chloroquine for malaria, iron folic acid tablets to prevent
anaemia, and contraceptive pills.

The health volunteers are also tasked with informing their respective primary health
centre about any births or deaths in their designated areas.

ASHA workers and pandemic response
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e ASHA workers were a key part of the government’s pandemic response, with most
states using the network for screening people in containment zones, getting them tested,
and taking them to quarantine centres or help with home quarantine.

e They went door-to-door and check people for Covid-19 symptoms. Those who had fever or
cough had to be tested. They informed the authorities and helped the people reach the
quarantine centres.

e They went to households with confirmed Covid-19 cases and explained the quarantine
procedure. They provided them with medicines and pulse-oximeters. All of this was on top
of their routine work.

e  With the vaccination drive for Covid-19 beginning in January last year, they have also been
tasked with motivating people to get their shots and collect data on how many people are
yet to get vaccinated.

Challenges faced by ASHA workers
e Wages: They have low and non-fixed salary and does not come under Minimum Wages.

e There are over 10.4 lakh ASHAs across India. In the past three years, ASHAs from at least 17
states have demanded fixed salaries, higher incentives and inclusion in social safety
schemes such as pensions.

e ASHAs are not recognized as workers and thus get less than Rs 18,000 per month. They are
the cheapest healthcare providers in India.

e ASHAs say they normally earn through antenatal care (Rs 300), institutional delivery (Rs
300), family planning (Rs 150) and immunization rounds (Rs 100) as cases of other diseases
are far and few.

e Administrative issues: They are paid from the NRHM fund for which they have to wait for
long time. The scheme does not have a dedicated budgetary allocation and the funds are
arranged on an ad-hoc basis from different government schemes under NRHM such as
National Immunisation Programme.

o The delays in reimbursement of incentives hurt the self-esteem of ASHAs and has a
bearing on her service delivery.

o Instead of focussing solely on community healthcare and related work, they
are burdened with surveys and other non-related work.

e Infrastructure: Many Anganwadi workers and Asha activists have reported against
dilapidated buildings and hazardous environment.

o It becomes difficult to ensure proper nutrition and early childhood care for children
under these conditions.

e Occupational Hazard: Recent attack on ASHA workers during the COVID-19 pandemic shows
the vulnerability of these workers and the non-performance of state in providing basic
security.

Conclusion and way forward
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e Fixed salary and dedicated fund: A Parliamentary Committee on Empowerment of Women
way back in 2010 recommended fixed salaries for ASHAs. There should be a dedicated fund
for ASHAs, which will ensure timely payment of the incentives and boost the morale of the
volunteers.

o  Skill training: Skill upgradation should be an integral part of the scheme. Volunteers should
be encouraged to take short-term courses on auxiliary nurse mid-wives/general nursing and
midwifery.

o This will not only help the volunteers in getting a better incentive, but will also
ensure that the people living in remote areas have better health access.

o Currently, nursing schools in 11 states give preference to ASHAs for auxiliary nurse
mid-wives and general nursing courses.

¢ Inrecent times, centre has provided Insurance cover to Asha workers and increased
their honorarium. This must be institutionalized, so that more community workers can come
forward and effectively execute their responsibility.

Antimicrobial resistance (AMR) is a global health and development threat. What are

the challenges in tackling it? How can they be overcome? (250 words)

Difficulty level: Moderate

Reference: Down to Earth

Why the question:

Health ministers from the Group of Seven (G7) highly industrialised countries recently recognised
antimicrobial resistance was a bigger threat to low- and middle-income countries (LMIC) even though
fighting it was a shared responsibility.

Key Demand of the question:

To write about threats and challenges posed by AMR and measures needed to overcome them.
Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Begin by defining Antimicrobial resistance (AMR).

Body:

First, write about the why there is global cause of concern — Superbug, Multi drug resistance to
bacterium and viruses, Increased cost of treatment, prolonged hospitalisation, increased mortality
and less effective inoculation.

Next, write about the challenges in dealing with AMR.

Next, write about the various steps that are needed to overcome AMR and various concerns
associated with it.

Conclusion:

Conclude with a way forward.

Introduction

The WHO defines antimicrobial resistance (AMR) as a condition wherein microbes survive when
exposed to the drug which would have normally caused them to die. It is the resistance acquired by
any microorganism like bacteria, viruses, fungi, parasite, etc. against antimicrobial drugs (such as
antibiotics, antifungals, antivirals, antimalarial, and anthelmintic) that are used to treat infections
and is regarded as a major threat to public health across the globe.
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Microorganisms that develop antimicrobial resistance are sometimes referred to as “superbugs”. As
a result, standard treatments become ineffective, infections persist and may spread to others.

Body
Challenges in controlling AMR:
e Antibiotic consumption in humans

o Unnecessary and injudicious use of antibiotic fixed dose combinations could lead to
emergence of bacterial strains resistant to multiple antibiotics.

e Social factors

o Self-medication.

o Access to antibiotics without prescription.

o Lack of knowledge about when to use antibiotics.
e  Cultural Activities

o Mass bathing in rivers as part of religious mass gathering occasions.
e Antibiotic Consumption in Food Animals

o Antibiotics which are critical to human health are commonly used for growth
promotion in poultry.

e Pharmaceutical Industry Pollution

o The wastewater effluents from the antibiotic manufacturing units contain a
substantial amount of antibiotics, leading to contamination of rivers and lakes.

¢ Environmental Sanitation

o Untreated disposal of sewage water bodies — leading to contamination of rivers with
antibiotic residues and antibiotic-resistant organisms.

¢ Infection Control Practices in Healthcare Settings

o Areport on hand-washing practices of nurses and doctors found that only 31.8% of
them washed hands after contact with patients.

Efforts to control AMR in India:
e Burden of infectious disease (Bacterial infections) is high and healthcare spending is low.

e The National Health Policy 2017 highlights the problem of antimicrobial resistance and calls
for effective action to address it.

e The Ministry of Health & Family Welfare (MoHFW) identified AMR as one of the top 10
priorities for the ministry’s collaborative work with WHO.

e In 2012, India’s medical societies adopted the Chennai Declaration, a set of national
recommendations to promote antibiotic stewardship.
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e India’s Red Line campaign demands that prescription-only antibiotics be marked with a red
line, to discourage the over-the-counter sale of antibiotics.

e National Policy for Containment of Antimicrobial Resistance 2011.
e National Action Plan on AMR resistance 2017-2021.

¢ India has instituted surveillance of the emergence of drug resistance in disease causing
microbes in programmes on Tuberculosis, Vector Borne diseases, AIDS, etc.

e Since March 2014 a separate Schedule H-1 has been incorporated in Drug and Cosmetic
rules to regulate the sale of antimicrobials in the country.

e The Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) banned the use of antibiotics and
several pharmacologically active substances in fisheries.

e The government has also capped the maximum levels of drugs that can be used for growth
promotion in meat and meat products.

Way forward

¢ In addition to developing new antimicrobials, infection-control measures can reduce
antibiotic use.

e ltis critical to ensure that all those who need an antimicrobial have access to it.

e Totrack the spread of resistance in microbes, surveillance measures to identify these
organisms need to encompass livestock, wastewater and farm run-offs.

e We need sustained investments and global coordination to detect and combat new resistant
strains on an ongoing basis.

e International alignment and coordination are paramount in both policymaking and its
implementation.

e Solutions in clinical medicine must be integrated with improved surveillance of AMR in
agriculture, animal health and the environment

Conclusion

Anti-Microbial Resistance is not a country specific issue but a global concern that is jeopardizing
global health security. Antimicrobial resistance is one of the major public health problems. Reducing
the incidence of infection through effective infection prevention and control. As stated by WHO,
making infection prevention and hand hygiene a national policy priority is need of the hour.

Value addition
International Efforts

e A multi-sectoral 51 billion AMR Action Fund was launched in 2020 to support the
development of new antibiotics.

e Peru’s efforts on patient education to reduce unnecessary antibiotic prescriptions.

e Australian regulatory reforms to influence prescriber behaviour.

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpocchCX9GEIwaile4HLjwA

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia Page 83



https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia

INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS ‘,

e Denmark’s reforms to prevent the use of antibiotics in livestock have not only led to a
significant reduction in the prevalence of resistant microbes in animals, but also improved
the efficiency of farming.

e India proposed laws to curb the amount of active antibiotics released in pharmaceutical
waste

Issues relating to poverty and hunger.

Throwing light on the various ways to measure poverty, Analyse various issues
involved in measurement of poverty in India. (250 words)

Difficulty level: Moderate

Reference: Live Mint

Why the question:

We must take note of a discrepancy between what India’s government advocates and what the
World Bank reports, as it makes a big difference to our poverty count.

Key Demand of the question:

To write about various ways to measure poverty and issues in regards to poverty measurement.
Directive word:

Analyse — When asked to analyse, you must examine methodically the structure or nature of the
topic by separating it into component parts and present them in a summary.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Begin by writing about importance of poverty measurement.

Body:

First, write about the various ways to measure poverty — National Sample Survey (NSS) based per
capita consumption, Income based poverty line, consumption-based poverty line, Poverty line basket,
Various committees and international standards etc.

Next, write about the various issues with poverty measurement in India.

Conclusion:

Conclude with a way forward to overcome the above issues.

Introduction

Poverty can be defined as a condition in which an individual or household lacks the financial
resources to afford a basic minimum standard of living. Economists and policymakers estimate
“absolute” poverty as the shortfall in consumption expenditure from a threshold called

the “poverty line”.

The official poverty line is the expenditure incurred to obtain the goods in a “poverty line

basket” (PLB). Poverty can be measured in terms of the number of people living below this line (with
the incidence of poverty expressed as the head count ratio). The “depth” of poverty indicates how
far the poor are below the poverty line.

Body
Various ways to measure poverty

e Planning Commission Expert Group (1962), working group constituted by the Planning
Commission formulated the separate poverty lines for rural and urban areas (20 and %25
per capita per year respectively).
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e VM Dandekar and N Rath (1971), made the first systematic assessment of poverty in India,
based on National Sample Survey (NSS) data.

o Unlike previous scholars who had considered subsistence living or basic minimum
needs criteria as the measure of poverty line, VM Dandekar and N Rath were of the
view that poverty line must be derived from the expenditure that was adequate to
provide 2250 calories per day in both rural and urban areas.

o Expenditure based Poverty line estimation, generated a debate on minimum calorie
consumption norms.

e Alagh Committee (1979): Task force constituted by the Planning Commission under the
chairmanship of YK Alagh, constructed a poverty line for rural and urban areas on the basis
of nutritional requirements and related consumption expenditure.

o Poverty estimates for subsequent years were to be calculated by adjusting the price
level for inflation.

e Lakdawala Committee (1993): Task Force chaired by DT Lakdawala, based on the
assumption that the basket of goods and services used to calculate Consumer Price Index-
Industrial Workers (CPI-IW) and Consumer Price Index- Agricultural Labourers (CPI-AL)
reflect the consumption patterns of the poor, made the following suggestions:

o Consumption expenditure should be calculated based on calorie consumption as
earlier.

o State specific poverty lines should be constructed and these should be updated
using the CPI-IW in urban areas and CPI-AL in rural areas.

o Discontinuation of scaling of poverty estimates based on National Accounts
Statistics.

Tendulkar Committee (2009): Expert group constituted by the Planning Commission and, chaired by
Suresh Tendulkar, was constituted to review methodology for poverty estimation and to address the
following shortcomings of the previous methods:

e Obsolete Consumption Pattern: Consumption patterns were linked to the 1973-74 poverty
line baskets (PLBs) of goods and services, whereas there were significant changes in the
consumption patterns of the poor since that time, which were not reflected in the poverty
estimates.

¢ Inflation Adjustment: There were issues with the adjustment of prices for inflation, both
spatially (across regions) and temporally (across time).

e Health and Education Expenditure: Earlier poverty lines assumed that health and education
would be provided by the state and formulated poverty lines accordingly.

Issues involved in measuring poverty in India

e Monetary-based poverty measures are inadequate: In most cases, not all individuals who
are income poor are multidimensionally poor and not all multidimensionally poor individuals
are income poor.
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o As per the Tendulkar estimation, the percentage of people living below the poverty
line in India is 21.9%. However, as pe Rangarajan estimation, the percentage of
people living below the poverty line in India is 29.5%.

e Economic growth does not always reduce poverty or deprivation. Several studies have
found that economic growth is not strongly associated with a reduction in other
deprivations, such as child malnutrition or child mortality.

e Poverty as multidimensional: Poor people describe ill-being to include poor health,
nutrition, lack of adequate sanitation and clean water, social exclusion, low education, bad
housing conditions, violence, shame, disempowerment and much more.

¢ Need for more policy-relevant information on poverty, so that policymakers are better
equipped to deal with it: For example, an area in which most people are deprived in
education requires a different poverty reduction strategy from an area in which most people
are deprived in housing conditions

Conclusion

The World Health Organization has described poverty as the greatest cause of suffering on earth.
Poverty eradication should not be the goal of the government but the goal of the government
policies should be to create prosperity. Both monetary and non-monetary measures of poverty are
needed to better inform the policies intended to address the needs and deprivations faced by poor
populations

Hunger and malnutrition have a negative and a disproportionate impact on various
socio-economic indicators. Examine the causes and suggest long term solutions to

address this issue. (250 words)

Difficulty level: Moderate

Reference: Down to Earth

Why the question:

India has 5,772,472 children below five years affected by severe wasting — the most in the world,
alerted UNICEF.

Key Demand of the question:

To write about causes and impact of hunger and malnutrition and ways to tackle it.

Directive word:

Examine — When asked to ‘Examine’, we must investigate the topic (content words) in detail, inspect
it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Begin by giving a statistic regarding Hunger and malnutrition in India.

Body:

Describe the impact of hunger and malnutrition in India — status of child mortality, stunting and
wasting in India, loss of demographic dividend, extreme poverty etc.

Next write about the causes — there are social factors like early marriage etc all of which contribute
to the undernourishment, stunting and wasting of children.

Next, write about the measures that are needed to overcome hunger and malnutrition in the country.
Conclusion:
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Conclude by writing a way forward.
Introduction

India has 5,772,472 children below five years affected by severe wasting, the most in the world,
alerted UNICEF. It had been reported in 2017 by the National Health Survey that approximately 19
crore people in the country were compelled to sleep on an empty stomach every night.

Underweight is most common among the poor, the rural population, adults who have no education
and scheduled castes and scheduled tribes. Hence it clear that hunger and malnutrition is also a
direct consequence of socio-economic status of people in India.

Body
Malnutrition in India

e India, currently has the largest number of undernourished people in the worlde. around
195 million.

Nearly 47 million or 4 out of 10 children in India do not meet their full human potential
because of chronic undernutrition or stunting.

9% of children under 5 years are stunted and 20.8% are wasted, compared to the Asia
average of 22.7% and 9.4% respectively.

Rate of overweight and obesity continues to rise, affecting almost a fifth of the adults, at
21.6% of women and 17.8% of men.

Inequities in food and health systems increase inequalities in nutrition outcomes that in turn
can lead to more inequity, perpetuating a vicious cycle.

Causes of hunger and malnutrition in India

e Poverty: Poverty restricts the food choices and has been the causative factor of hunger
related deaths.

o Ifthe persistent high prices of food items and the regional disparities in terms of
development, especially the backwardness among the hilly and tribal areas also
taken into account, the percentage of people who cannot afford balanced nutrition
will be much higher in India.

e Poor access to safe drinking water: Safe and tap drinking water is still a luxury in many parts
of rural India and urban slums/shanties. Unsafe water causes water borne diseases and
children are prone to it more than adults.

e Issues with agriculture: The change from multi to mono cropping systems limits the diversity
of agricultural products.

o Inclination towards cash crops and changing food habits result in malnutrition,
undernutrition and even micro-nutrient deficiencies.

o Local cuisine such as millets are not being consumed causing nutrient deficiencies
and anaemia.

e
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e Food wastage: Food wastage is also an emerging challenge that undermines the efforts to
end hunger and malnutrition. According to the FAO, the global volume of food wastage is
estimated at 6 billion tonnes of primary product equivalents.

e Poor health services: The relationship between poverty and access to health care can be
seen as part of a larger cycle, where poverty leads to ill health and ill health maintains
poverty.

¢ Insufficient education and training: In developing countries, children do not have access to
basic education because of inequalities that originate in sex, health and cultural identity. It
has been revealed in reports that illiteracy and lack of education are common factor that
lead to poverty and in turn hunger.

e Covid-19 impact: The momentum set by this entire nutrition movement was disturbed once
Covid lockdowns led to the shutting of schools, Anganwadi centres, Nutritional
Rehabilitation Centres.

o Further, frontline workers had to be engaged in Covid-related work that took
precedence over their daily duties, which entailed identifying, referring and
monitoring children suffering from severe acute malnutrition and moderate acute
malnutrition among other nutrition-strengthening activities.

e States tried to cope to the best of their abilities by replacing hot-cooked meals with dry
ration or cash transfers.

e Moreover, indirect forces triggered by the pandemic such as disruption in food systems,
dried-up income sources, job losses and consequent financial hardships also mean that
access to nutrient-rich food might have reduced among economically vulnerable people.

Measures needed to tackle hunger

e Agriculture-Nutrition linkage schemes have the potential for greater impact in dealing with
malnutrition and thus, needs greater emphasis.

o Recognising the importance of this link, the Ministry for Women and Child
Development launched the Bharatiya Poshan Krishi Kosh in 2019.

o Thereis a need to promote schemes directed to nutrition-agriculture link activities
in rural areas. However, implementation remains the key.

e Early fund disbursement: The government needs to ensure early disbursement of funds and
optimum utilisation of funds in schemes linked to nutrition.

e Underutilisation of Resources: It has been pointed out many a times that expenditure made
under many nutrition-based schemes is considerably lower than what was allocated under
them. Thus, emphasis needs to be on implementation.

e Convergence with other Schemes: Nutrition goes beyond just food, with economic, health,
water, sanitation, gender perspectives and social norms contributing to better nutrition. This
is why the proper implementation of other schemes can also contribute to better nutrition.

o The convergence of Swachh Bharat Abhiyan, Jal Jeevan Mission with schemes
pertaining to nutrition, will bring holistic changes to India’s nutrition scenario.
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o Mid-Day Meal Scheme: The Mid-Day Meal Scheme aims to enhance the nutrition of school
children by providing a balanced diet in schools.

o By including milk and eggs in each states’ menu, preparing a menu based on climatic
conditions, local foods etc. can help in providing the right nutrition to children in
different States.

Conclusion

Welfare measures must continue to reach the most vulnerable population and children and mothers
must be at the centre of the focus to target hunger and malnutrition. Achieving zero hunger
requires agriculture and food systems to become more efficient, sustainable, climate-smart

and nutrition—sensitive. It is important to look at the future of food production to achieve the zero-
hunger goal. Human resource capacity building is the key as is access to education and health
services and empowering the poor through partnerships.

Value Addition
Government welfare measures

e Eat Right India: An outreach activity organised by the Food Safety and Standards Authority
of India (FSSAI) for citizens to nudge them towards eating right.

e  Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana: A centrally sponsored scheme executed by the
Ministry of Women and Child Development, is a maternity benefit programme being
implemented in all districts of the country with effect from 1st January, 2017.

e Food Fortification: Food Fortification or Food Enrichment is the addition of key vitamins and
minerals such as iron, iodine, zinc, Vitamin A & D to staple foods such as rice, milk and salt to
improve their nutritional content.

e National Food Security Act, 2013: It legally entitled up to 75% of the rural population and
50% of the urban population to receive subsidized food grains under the Targeted Public
Distribution System.

e Mission Indradhanush: It targets children under 2 years of age and pregnant women for
immunization against 12 Vaccine-Preventable Diseases (VPD).

e Integrated Child Development Services (ICDS) Scheme: Launched on 2nd October, 1975, the
ICDS Scheme offers a package of six services to children in the age group of 0-6 years,
pregnant women and lactating mothers.

o Supplementary Nutrition,

o Pre-school non-formal education,
o Nutrition & health education,

o Immunization,

o Health check-up and

o Referral services.
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e POSHAN Abhiyaan: Also called National Nutrition Mission, was launched by the government
on the occasion of the International Women’s Day on 8th March, 2018.

e The Abhiyaan targets to reduce Stunting, undernutrition, Anaemia (among young children,
women and adolescent girls) and reduce low birth weight by 2%, 2%, 3% and 2% per annum
respectively.

e [talso targets to bring down stunting among children in the age group 0-6 years from 4% to
25% by 2022,

Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability, e-
governance- applications, models, successes, limitations, and potential; citizens
charters, transparency & accountability and institutional and other measures.

Examine as to how push towards digitisation has transformed India into a digitally
empowered society and knowledge economy while promoting good governance. (250

words)

Difficulty level: Moderate.

Reference: Indian Express

Why the question:

In eight years, PM Modi has made the country a technology hub, expanded opportunities. There are
several reforms and governance initiatives that have successfully steered India to its current strength.
Key Demand of the question:

To write about the factors that ensured the digital revolution in India in the recent years.

Directive word:

Examine — When asked to ‘Examine’, we must investigate the topic (content words) in detail, inspect
it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Start by giving context.

Body:

First, begin by describing various factors that led to digitisation of India — digital India, Sakshar
bharat Abhiyan, Improvement in ICT services and infrastructure, Penetration of 4G and prometon of
UPI

Next, write about the impact of the above — India has the world’s fastest-growing and most vibrant
start-up ecosystem, GST and tax compliance, technology-driven vaccination programme and
governance initiatives. Substantiate with facts and examples.

Conclusion:

Conclude by summarising.

Introduction

Digitisation is basically associated with carrying out the functions and achieving the results of
governance through the utilization of what has today come to be known as Information and

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpocchCX9GEIwaile4HLjwA

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia Page 90



https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia

INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS

Communications Technology. It is basically the application of ICT to the processes of Government
functioning in order to bring about ‘Simple, Moral, Accountable, Responsive and Transparent’
(SMART) governance.

Body
Various factors that led to digitisation of India
e Digital India: Digital India was launched with three clear objectives: —
o To transform citizens’ lives, governance and democracy;
o expand the digital economy, create jobs and attract investments;

o make India the leader in the realm of technology — a provider rather than a
consumer of technology.

o The government’s increased focus to create a digitally empowered economy is
forecast to benefit all sectors, wherein core digital sectors such as information
technology & business process management, digital communication services and
electronics manufacturing are likely to double their GDPs to USS$ 355-435 billion by
2025.

o Inanother report, McKinsey highlighted that the ‘Digital India’ initiative is expected
to boost the country’s digital economy to USS$ 1 trillion by 2025, up from USS$ 200
billion in 2018.

e Technology and IT sector: In 2020, the Indian technology sector accounted for 8% of India’s
gross domestic product (GDP).

o Inaddition, the sector remained a net employer with emphasis on digital upskilling.
NASSCOM also estimated that the country’s digital talent pool is likely to exceed
~1.17 million employees in FY21, a 32% YoY surge.

e Sakshar bharat Abhiyan: It was formulated in 2009 with the objective of achieving 80%
literacy level at the national level, by focusing on adult women literacy.

¢ Internet access and 4G in India: At the same time, private sector innovation has helped
bring internet-enabled services to millions of consumers and made online usage more
accessible.

o For example, Reliance Jio’s strategy of bundling virtually free smartphones with
mobile-service subscriptions has spurred innovation and competitive pricing. Data
costs have plummeted by more than 95 percent since 2013 and fixed-line download
speeds quadrupled between 2014 and 2017.

e Aadhar: The government’s efforts to ramp up Aadhaar, the national biometric digital
identity program, has played a major role. Aadhaar has enrolled 1.2 billion people since it
was introduced in 2009, making it the single largest digital ID program in the world,
hastening the spread of other digital services.

Impact of digitisation in India

e
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o Growth and employment: India has leapfrogged into a ‘mobile-first’ country and houses
one of the largest mobile manufacturing factories in the world. Indian mobile plants
servicing this new-age consumer have increased from two in 2014 to 127 in 2019.

o Annually, over 225 million mobile phones are domestically produced.
o This rapidly growing sector has created about 400,000 jobs during the last five years.

¢ Reduction of leakage in social welfare scheme: The government has transferred more
than Rs 17 lakh crore through DBT while saving Rs 2.2 lakh crore.

e Start-up ecosystem: Today, India has the world’s fastest-growing and most vibrant startup
ecosystem with close to 70,000 registered startups and around 100 unicorns, with a unicorn
coming up every week. The growth trajectory of these start-ups was determined by their
hard work, passion, ability to innovate and availability of capital.

e  GST collection: With GST and tax compliance, India has registered its highest ever
collections. Revenue increased from Rs 22 lakh crore in FY 21 to Rs 27 lakh crore in FY 22 —
a whopping 22 per cent growth.

e Covid-response: Digital India played a significant role in India’s response to the pandemic. It
ensured that the government could reach people in remote parts of the country.

o Health, education and other essential services migrated swiftly to the online mode.
It would not be an aberration to say that post-Covid, India emerged as a preeminent
nation in the use of technology for governance.

Conclusion

The rapid digitalisation of the world along with a new focus on trust in the global supply chains for
digital products and services presents tremendous opportunities for India and its youth. It is now up
to all of us to engage in a collective “sabka prayas” to realise New India’s economic potential.

India and its neighborhood- relations.

Cultural heritage between India and Nepal can be a key political and strategic
opportunity for both countries to re-define relations and bolster them. Discuss. (250

words)

Difficulty level: Moderate

Reference: Indian Express

Why the question:

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will launch the construction of the ‘India International Centre for
Buddhist Culture & Heritage’ on Monday during a daylong visit to Lumbini in Nepal. The visit will
coincide with the celebrations to mark the Buddha Jayanti.

Key Demand of the question:

To write about how cultural heritage can play a part in boosting Indo-Nepal ties.

Directive word:

Discuss — This is an all-encompassing directive — you must debate on paper by going through the
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You must give reasons for both for
and against arguments.
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Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Begin by mentioning the importance of Nepal for India.

Body:

First, write about the recent developments and changes witnessed in the Indo-Nepalese bilateral
relations.

Next, mention about the various ways in which cultural heritage can server as a political and
strategic opportunity for both countries.

Next, write about the various other measures that are required to bolster ties between India and
Nepal.

Conclusion:

Conclude with a way forward.

Introduction

The Indian Prime Minister travelled to Lumbini in Nepal to participate in a ceremony to lay the
foundation stone for a Buddhist cultural centre that coincided with Buddha Purnima. This visit

is focused on bringing soft power to the centre stage of India-Nepal relations while also marking
India’s formal presence at the holy site that’s barely 10 km away from the border.

Body
Recent developments in india-nepal bilateral relations

e China’s rising influence in Nepal’s economy, politics and society impacting India’s
traditionally dominant influence.

o Nepal has joined China’s Belt and Road Initiative

e Border dispute: The disagreements between India and Nepal over the border dispute is over
the regions which includes Kalapani, Lipulekh, Limpiyadhura (all three in Uttarakhand) and
Susta (Bihar).

o Kalapani area is the largest territorial dispute between Nepal and India consisting of
at least 37,000 hectares of land in the High Himalayas.

o Itisa tri-junction between India, China and Nepal which is of strategic significance in
South Asian diplomacy

o Anti-India rhetoric is running high in Nepal Nepal’s aggressive stance over border
disputes.

¢ Nepal’s discontent in bilateral trade due to huge trade deficit that it incurs.

e Distrust towards India as a result of India’s big brother attitude, lackadaisical approach
towards revising the Treaty of Peace and Friendship 1950 and its approach of dealing with
river treaties.

e Unrestricted cross-border movement of people which hinders national security, Nepal’s
domestic industry, local livelihood and law and order.

e Nepalinternal politics: also pose problems as political parties flip from pro-India positions to
anti-India positions.

Various ways in which cultural heritage can be leveraged to reset indo-nepal relation
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o People-to-people relations: Since time immemorial, people-to-people relations between
Nepal and India have remained unique mainly because it is based on the twin pillars of an
open border system and people-to-people contacts of kinship.

o The anti-India rhetoric can be overturned by these contacts and soft power.

e Open border: Because of the open border system, the citizens of these countries cross over
the Nepal-India border for livelihood opportunities apart from marriages; familial ties;
cultural, social, and economic security; and even political affairs.

o Also, the over 80 percent Hindu population in both countries integrate the people.
o This can become a strong starting point to rekindle relations with Nepal.

¢ Religious tourism: From Pashupathinath to Kashi Vishwanath and Buddhist heritage, both
nations share common religions and holy places. Such cultural ties can be used to build a
strong friendship that is sustainable.

e Congenial environment: It also needs to create a congenial environment in the country to
enable India to complete its projects in Nepal on time.

o Nepal could further attract Indian investment in the hydropower sector in the
Himalayan River system.

o Also, Indian companies in Nepal should be given adequate protection in the country.
o These technical issues can be solved by leveraging cultural and kinship ties.

e Multilateral platforms and connectivity: The focus should be given to more air, road, train,
and waterways connectivity, apart from playing an active role in several important
multilateral forums such as BBIN (Bangladesh, Bhutan, India and Nepal), BIMSTEC, NAM,
and SAARC to serve their common interests.

Measures that are required to bolster ties between india and nepal.

e India should provide an alternative narrative for India-Nepal ties, one that takes into account
longstanding people-to-people ties and cultural connect.

e India should focus on fructifying the potential of hydropower cooperation, which has
remained untapped largely due to differing perceptions.

e India should maintain the policy of keeping away from internal affairs of Nepal, meanwhile
in the spirit of friendship India should guide the nation towards more inclusive rhetoric.

e The urgent need today is to pause the rhetoric on territorial nationalism and lay the
groundwork for a quiet dialogue where both sides need to display sensitivity as they explore
the terms of a reset of the “special relationship”.

e A normal relationship where India can be a generous partner will be a better foundation for
“neighbourhood first” in the 21st century.

Conclusion

Since Nepal’s dependence on India is more than India’s dependence on Nepal, it is all the more
necessary to balance such relations. To increase India’s dependence on Nepal, it is necessary to

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpocchCX9GEIwaile4HLjwA

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia Page 94



https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia

INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS

place the increase in trade and economic activities at the forefront. Interdependence between Nepal
and India is the secret to reset the relations between the neighbours.

Value addition
Indo-Nepal relations: background

Economic: India is the largest trading partner of Nepal (Bilateral trade —USS 8.27 bn) and provides
employment to 8mn Nepalese.

Defence: India assists the Nepal Army in its modernization (More than 30,000 Nepalese Gorkhas are
presently serving in the Indian Army), Military exercises like Surya Kiran to boost interoperability.

Water resource: Kosi Treaty, Mahakali Treaty to discuss issues relating to cooperation in water
resources, flood management etc.

Energy: Power Exchange Agreement for meeting the power requirements in the border areas, Cross-
border oil product pipeline from Motihari(Bihar) to Amlekhganj (Nepal).

Connectivity projects: Raxaul-Kathmandu Railway project, BBIN
Education: India provides scholarships to Nepalese students for various courses.

Culture: Strong historical and cultural links in terms of religion, language, cuisine, movies etc

Unresolved issues, unstable economic relations and varying domestic politics are
affecting the relationships of various south Asian countries with India. Analyse. What
steps are needed so that there can be a collective response to these challenges? (250

words)

Difficulty level: Moderate

Reference: The Hindu

Why the question:

After weeks of protests, Sri Lankan Prime Minister Mahinda Rajapaksa stepped down this month, but
that is not the only big political non-electoral change in the neighbourhood in 2021-22. Just a month
ago, it was Pakistan; a year ago, it was Nepal. Power changed hands through more coercive means
in Myanmar and Afghanistan.

Key Demand of the question:

To write about instability in south Asia and responses needed to collectively respond to it.

Directive word:

Analyse — When asked to analyse, you must examine methodically the structure or nature of the
topic by separating it into component parts and present them in a summary.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Begin by giving context.

Body:

First, write about the various unresolved issues in south Asia — Indo-Pak, Indo-Nepal, India-Sri Lanka
etc.

Next, write about the unstable economic relations — bilateral trade, tariffs, economic crises etc.
Next, write about the varying domestic politics — Taliban takeover, removal of Imran Khan,
Resignation of Rajapaksa etc.

Next, write about the collective responses that is needed in this regard.
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Conclusion:
Conclude by writing a way forward.
Introduction

“Neighbourhood First” has been a cardinal component of India’s foreign policy. Unless India
manages its periphery well in the subcontinent, its pursuit of a more significant role in the Asian
region and the world will remain suboptimal.

Recurrent political or economic crises in neighbouring countries draw India back into the
subcontinent and constrain its ability to deal with larger regional and global issues.
Moreover, adversaries like China seek to keep India tethered in the subcontinent.

Body
Unresolved issues in South Asia

e Bangladesh: The domestic political rhetoric in India about illegal Bangladeshi migrants and
their alleged involvement in communal riots has had a negative resonance in the country
and cast a shadow on our relations.

o Itis essential to ensure that the compulsions of domestic politics do not affect
India’s foreign policy adversely.

e Pakistan: With Pakistan too, India has historical adversity dating back to Independence and
Partition and also the four wars that the former lost.

o Even more critical to the restoration of normalcy in bilateral ties is terrorism.

o Fuelling separatist tendencies in Kashmir and state sponsored terror attacks
(Pulwama, Uri) have led to nonstarter of diplomatic relations.

e Nepal: In the Indo-Nepal ties, the Kalapani boundary dispute is a major issue.

o In 2019, Nepal released a new political map claiming Kalapani, Limpiyadhura and
Lipulekh of Uttarakhand and the area of Susta (West Champaran district, Bihar) as
part of Nepal’s territory.

e Sri Lanka: Killing of Indian fishermen by the Sri Lankan Navy is a lingering issue between
these two nations.

o In2019 and 2020, a total of 284 Indian fishermen were arrested and a total of 53
Indian boats were confiscated by the Sri Lankan authorities.

The recent political instability in Pakistan, the economic crisis in Sri Lanka, the ’India Out’ campaign
in Maldives and China’s growing footprint in Nepal are other major challenges for India.

Varying domestic politics in the neighbourhood

o After weeks of protests, Sri Lankan Prime Minister Mahinda Rajapaksa stepped down this
month, but that is not the only big political non-electoral change in the neighbourhood in
2021-22.
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e A month ago, no confidence motion was passed against Imran Khan’s government in
Pakistan and a new government was formed uprooting the former.

¢ In Myanmar, military coup overthrew the democratic government.
e Afghanistan’s Taliban takeover will mark one year this August 2023.

India’s response to shift in geo-politics

e A Revised Foreign & Security Policy: Being the largest and most powerful country in the
subcontinent, India’s security perimeter goes beyond its national borders, a strong Indian
foreign and security policy must ascertain that its neighbourhood remains peaceful, stable,
and benign, and no hostile presence can entrench itself anywhere in the subcontinent and
threaten India’s security.

o The challenge for Indian foreign policy lies in creating effective and enduring
incentives for our neighbours to remain sensitive to India’s security interests and
use India’s more powerful economy to become an engine of growth for them.

o India shall emerge for its neighbours as a net security provider for the region.

e Lesser Interventions: To deal with the increasing engagement of the smaller neighbours
with external partners India should not clearly articulate red lines with each country as it
would openly invite charges of disrespect of the sovereignty of neighbours.

o A better way would be to intervene less in the internal political affairs of its
neighbours and subtly make it known that what India will never accept is the
physical presence of a hostile foreign power in a manner that would adversely
impact its security especially in a case of open borders.

e Taking Advantage of Political Shifts: There are significant shifts taking place in the
neighbourhood. There is a leadership change in Pakistan, which offers the prospect
of reviving the India-Pakistan engagement.

o The objectives should be modest, these include the resumption of bilateral dialogue
in a format similar to the earlier comprehensive dialogue template.

o ItisinIndia’s interest to promote regional economic integration, and SAARC is the
one important available platform for that purpose.

o BIMSTEC should not be looked upon as an alternative to SAARC but should pursue it
on its own merits.

e Cross-Border Connectivity: To bring into use its proximity with the other countries, India
requires efficient cross-border connectivity both in terms of infrastructure and
procedures to allow the smooth and seamless transit of goods and peoples.

e Opening More to Trade: The economic and technological power of India is a vast and
expanding market.

o Even if this market were opened up fully to whatever our neighbours can produce
and sell, this would constitute only a small fraction of India’s market but would
mean a great deal for them.
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e Transportation: Given its much more developed land and maritime transport system, India
should develop its role as the partner of choice for trade and transportation.

Conclusion

India’s immediate neighbourhood directly impacts it geopolitically, geo-strategically and geo-
economically because of its vicinity. Thus, working with them is important for India to rise as a
superpower. Emphasis must be on sustainable and inclusive development. India’s neighbourhood
first policy, SAGAR initiative etc. are critical for this.

Important International institutions, agencies and fora- their structure, mandate.

BRICS faces challenges arising from bilateral differences and diverse political systems.
Discuss as to how broad vision of global issues and ideas of shared prosperity can help

them achieve collective goals. (250 words)

Difficulty level: Moderate

Reference: The Hindu

Why the question:

Chinese President Xi Jinping delivered a video address at the virtual meeting of BRICS Foreign
Ministers. The BRICS Foreign Ministers issued a joint statement. And the first dialogue of Foreign
Ministers between BRICS and emerging markets and developing countries was held.

Key Demand of the question:

To write about the role of BRICS in current geopolitical scenario and the need to promote more
connectivity among members despite global uncertainties.

Directive word:

Analyse — When asked to analyse, you must examine methodically the structure or nature of the
topic by separating it into component parts and present them in a summary.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Begin by giving aims and objectives of BRICS.

Body:

In the first part, bring out the way in which India choses to engage with BRICS on its own terms
despite the global uncertainties.

Next, mention the current limitations of the BRICS bloc and hindrances to achieve its potential.
Mention the role of trade and connectivity that can lead to collective economic benefits to the BRICS
countries especially in the face of global economic turmoil.

Conclusion:

Conclude with a way forward and diplomatic steps needed to be taken in this regard.
Introduction

BRICS is the acronym coined for an association of five major emerging national economies that have
similar economic development. The five countries are Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa.
Together, BRICS accounts for about 40% of the world’s population and about 30% of the GDP (Gross
Domestic Product), making it a critical economic engine.

It's an emerging investment market and global power bloc. For India, BRICS is strategic especially in
times where there is lot of geopolitical flux.

Body

Challenges within BRICS
I
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e Varied Political Structures and values: While Brazil, India and South Africa are democratic,
China and Russia are not. Structure of financial systems, levels of income, education,
inequality, health challenges also differ substantially within BRICS which makes it hard for
them to speak with a unified voice and to co- ordinate action.

e Relations with other countries: There is a rift between India and China. This is because of
various reasons like Chinese aggression in Eastern Ladakh.

o China and Russia have strained relations with the

o Onthe other hand, the other BRICS member has a liberal approach with the west.
This is also impacting the functioning.

« Different geopolitical agenda: The Brasilia declaration notes shared perceptions on global
economic and financial governance. However, their interpretation by each country depends
on its national interest in specific circumstances.

o g.on expansion of the UN Security Council, BRICS exposed its disunity yet again by
sticking to the formulation that refuses to go beyond China and Russia supporting
the “aspiration” of Brazil, India and South Africa “to play a greater role in the UN”.

o Also the China-Pak axis will always be a hindrance for India to fully cooperate with
China. China’s rejection of NSG membership to India is an example.

¢ Diverging long-term economic goals of member countries: Though the five nations have
greatly increased their combined economic heft since the turn of the century, the share is
imbalanced.g. Brazil, Russia and South Africa’s shares of global output have
actually shrunk since 2000.

o Despite their combined population accounting for 40% of humanity, intra-BRICS
trade still makes up just 15% of world trade.

o Brazil also took India to WTO dispute resolution wrt sugar production.

e Trade: Though BRICS seeks to deepen trade ties, Chinese domination of trade creates
apprehensions in the minds of other countries that the Chinese economy may threaten their
economies.

Overcoming challenges and measures needed

e BRICS countries need to strengthen political mutual trust and security
cooperation, maintain communication and coordination on major international and regional
issues, accommodate each other’s core interests and major concerns, respect each other’s
sovereignty, security and development interests, oppose hegemonism and power politics,
and work together to build a global community of security for all.

e  BRICS countries should be contributors of common development. The COVID-19 pandemic
threatens to derail the world economy.

e The irresponsible macro-economic and monetary policies of certain countries have
aggravated the uncertainties and imbalances of economic recovery.

e Facing the rising tide of de-globalisation and the increase of unilateral sanctions and
technology barriers, BRICS countries should enhance mutually-beneficial cooperation in

e
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supply chains, energy, food and financial resilience, take solid steps to implement the
Global Development Initiative, foster an open world economy and create a favourable
environment for common.

e BRICS countries should firmly safeguard the international system, with the United Nations at
its core and the international order underpinned by international law, and ensure that
international affairs have participation by all, international rules are formulated by all, and
development outcomes are shared by all.

o  We should explore the ‘BRICS plus’ cooperation at more levels, in more areas and in a wider
scope.

Conclusion

A significant amount of convergence on economic issues is required for BRICS to work as a strong
multilateral body that will have a significant effect on global governance. BRICS nations need to
recalibrate their approach and to recommit to their founding ethos. BRICS must reaffirm their
commitment to a multi-polar world that allows for sovereign equality and democratic decision
making by doing so can they address the asymmetry of power within the group and in global
governance generally.

They must build on the success of the NDB and invest in additional BRICS institutions. It will be useful
for BRICS to develop an institutional research wing, along the lines of the OECD, offering solutions
which are better suited to the developing world.

Value addition
About BRICS and areas of cooperation

e Economic Cooperation: There are rapidly growing trade and investment flows between
BRICS countries as well as economic cooperation activities across a range of sectors.

o Agreements have been concluded in the areas of Economic and Trade Cooperation;
Innovation Cooperation, Customs Cooperation; strategic cooperation between the
BRICS Business Council , Contingent Reserve Agreement and the New Development
Bank.

e Reform of multilateral institutions: BRICS was founded on the desire to end the
domination of the western world over institutions of global governance (IMF, World Bank,
UN) and strengthen multilateralism.

e Combat Terrorism: Terrorism is an international phenomenon impacting all parts of the
world. Recent developments in Afghanistan stress the need to bridge the gap between
rhetoric and action.

o In this context, BRICS is attempting to shape its counter-terrorism strategy by
crafting the BRICS Counter-Terrorism Action Plan.

o It contains specific measures to fight radicalisation, terrorist financing and misuse of
the Internet by terrorist groups.
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e Promoting technological and digital solutions for the Sustainable Development Goals: This
will help to improve governance and will also prove beneficial in the current situations e.g.
Global pandemic response.

o Expanding people-to-people cooperation: This will improve gradually once all the travel
restrictions are eased.

India’s engagement in U.N. Peacekeeping is a testimony to its abiding interest in the
subject and the desire to influence the workings of the peacekeeping mechanism in

the most influential of the forums in the global governance. Discuss. (250 words)
Difficulty level: Moderate

Reference: The Hindu

Why the question:

A top United Nations (U.N.) official has lauded the Blue Helmet peacekeepers from India as well as
other countries for thwarting an attack by an armed group in the Congo.

Key Demand of the question:

To write about the contributions of India to U.N. Peacekeeping.

Directive word:

Discuss — This is an all-encompassing directive — you must debate on paper by going through the
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You must give reasons for both for
and against arguments.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Start by mentioning the aims and objectives of U.N. Peacekeeping.

Body:

Write about India’s contributions of peace keeping — India has been among the largest troop-
contributing countries to the U.N. peacekeeping missions, India has supported the basic principles of
peacekeeping namely consent, impartiality and non-use of force etc.

Conclusion:

Conclude by summarising importance of India’s contributions in this aspect.

Introduction

UN Peacekeeping helps countries navigate the difficult path from conflict to peace. It deploys troops
and police from around the world, integrating them with civilian peacekeepers to address a range of
mandates set by the UN Security Council (UNSC) and the General Assembly.

The United Nations Peacekeepers ensure that peace agreements/accords are implemented in
warzones. In addition, they give help through confidence-building measures, electoral support,
improving law and order and bolstering social development that will bring positive economic
changes.

Body
India and UN Peacekeeping

e Currently, there are more than 6,700 troops and police from India who have been deployed
to UN peacekeeping missions, the fourth highest amongst troop-contributing countries.

e More than 200,000 Indians have served in 49 of the 71 UN peacekeeping missions
established around the world since 1948.

w
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e India has a long tradition of sending women on UN peacekeeping missions.

e |n 2007, India became the first country to deploy an all-women contingent to a UN
peacekeeping mission.

India’s contributions to peace keeping

¢ India has consistently been among the top troop contributing nations to the UN and is
the fifth largest with 5,424 personnel in eight countries.

e India’s contribution to the regular budget is 0.83% and 0.16% of the peacekeeping budget.
e India has so far participated in 51 of the 71 missions and contributed over 2 lakh personnel.

e It has troop deployment in Lebanon, Golan Heights, Congo and South Sudan in addition to
staff officers in other missions.

e India has also set up two field hospitals in South Sudan and one in Congo.
e Since 2018, India has co-opted a contingent from Kazakhstan at the mission in Lebanon.
e Experience in multinational forces and campaigns.

o Knowledge of skills or tactics gained from peacekeepers from other countries will
help Indian forces to increase their skills and can become the best among all

¢ India’s contribution in UN Peacekeeping forces helps to gain political influence and build a
good image with the people of the world

e This would help India in other political/economic negotiations/treaties especially where the
will of the public would play a great role.

e The protection of civilians caught in intra-state conflicts is one issue where India’s UN
peacekeepers have made a positive difference, especially in complex UNPKOs like
MONUSCO in the Democratic Republic of Congo and UNMISS in South Sudan.

e Going beyond the call of duty, Indian UN peacekeepers have volunteered medical services,
including veterinary support, and engineering services, in these UNPKOs, which has
contributed to sustaining the livelihood of conflict-impacted local communities.

Conclusion

As an “original” founder-member of the United Nations, India has not hesitated to respond to the
calls of the UN to contribute troops for maintaining international peace and security. India faces a
plethora of challenge despite being the cumulative highest troop contributor. It is high time that
UNSC recognises India’s role and brings in reforms to change the UNSC and UNPK operations for the
good of all.

Value addition
Composition:

e UN peacekeepers (often referred to as Blue Berets or Blue Helmets because of their light blue
berets or helmets) can include soldiers, police officers, and civilian personnel.

e Peacekeeping forces are contributed by member states on a voluntary basis.
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o Civilian staff of peace operations are international civil servants, recruited and deployed by
the UN Secretariat.

e UN Peacekeeping is guided by three basic principles:
o Consent of the parties.
o Impartiality.
o Non-use of force except in self-defence and defence of the mandate.

Analyse the various factors that lend credibility to India in assuming a permanent seat

at the UN Security Council. (250 words) (250 words)

Difficulty level: Moderate

Reference: Indian Express

Why the question:

The way Prime Minister Narendra Modi collected endorsements for the long-pending demand for
India being made a permanent member of the UN Security Council (UNSC) during his recent tour of
Europe is heartening.

Key Demand of the question:

To write about various factors that show India is ready to take up role in the UNSC as the permanent
member.

Directive word:

Analyse — When asked to analyse, you must examine methodically the structure or nature of the
topic by separating it into component parts and present them in a summary.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Start by giving a brief about India’s growing stature internationally.

Body:

Write about the reasons that lend credibility to India’s claims — Represents one-sixth of the global
population, among the founding members of the U.N, upheld its principles and credentials while
some other countries consider the organisation as merely a talk shop, impressive contribution
towards the UN Peacekeeping Force (UNPKF) and economic power etc.

Next, write about the various limitations that hinder the above.

Conclusion:

Conclude by writing a way forward to overcome the above limitations.

Introduction

The United Nations Security Council (UNSC) is one of the six principal organs of the United Nations.
Like the UN as a whole, the Security Council was created following World War Il to address the
failings of a previous international organization, the League of Nations, in maintaining world peace.

France has reiterated its commitment to support India’s bid for permanent membership in a
reformed UN Security Council and New Delhi’s entry into the Nuclear Suppliers’ Group. The
demand has been supported by four out of the five permanent members of the UN Security Council
have bilaterally expressed support for India’s candidature.

Body
Role and Significance of UNSC:

e The Security Council is the United Nations’ most powerful body, with “primary responsibility
for the maintenance of international peace and security.
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e |ts powers include the establishment of peacekeeping operations, the establishment of
international sanctions, and the authorization of military action through Security Council
resolutions.

e Itisthe only UN body with the authority to issue binding resolutions to member states.

e Under the UN Charter, all Member States are obligated to comply with Council s decisions.

Need for reforms in UNSC:

¢ Regional representation

o

Supporters of UNSC reform claim that there is a huge European bias in P-5 due to
the presence of the United Kingdom and France including Russia.

While regions like Latin America, Caribbean group, Arabs and Africa do not have a
single permanent member. Similarly, there is a western bias in UNSC. As China is the
only Asian country among the five permanent members of UNSC.

Thus, a large chunk of the population and many different regions of the world
remain unrepresented in the permanent membership of UNSC.

It seems highly unfair that the whole continent of Africa does not have a single
member in P-5 despite the fact that most of the affairs of the body concern this part
of the globe only.

So, regions like Africa and Latin America and others will have to be accommodated
in the reformed UNSC.

e Changing geopolitics:

o

The victors of World War Il shaped the United Nations Charter in their national
interests, dividing the permanent seats, and associated veto power, among
themselves.

It has been 72 years since the foundation of UNSC.

During this period, the geopolitical realities have changed drastically, but the Council
has changed very little.

e Question of Veto:

o

(@]

All five permanent members of UNSC enjoy a veto power .

Veto is a kind of negative vote by a permanent member that prevents the adoption
of a proposal, even if it has received the required overall votes by the members.

Sadly, veto power is grossly misused by the permanent members in their own
national interest.

g., out of 24 vetoes over the last 20 years, 15 have been used by the United States to
protect Israel.

This also badly affects the conduct of the business of UNSC as many important
proposals involving substantive issues get blocked due to use of veto by any of the
five permanent members.
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G-4 and India s quest for a permanent seat:

o Inrecent decades, India has been very vocal in demanding for a permanent seat in

UNSC. It is also part of G-4, a group of 4 nations (India, Brazil, Germany and Japan) to

lobby for permanent positions on the UNSC or at least to make the council more
representative.

o Many member-states have been pledging support for our aspiration for permanent
membership. Several P-5 countries have also announced their support. At present,
China is the only P-5 member opposing India s bid.

o G-4 wants to expand the permanent seats in the UNSC to 10 to include 6 new
members G-4 nations apart from one seat to Africa and one seat to Arabs

Transparency and Working Methods:

o While the expansion of the Security Council has been hotly debated across the
world, debate on the working methods of the Council, an equally important aspect
of reform to many member states, has attracted less attention.

o Itistrue that UNSC has been functioning in the most non-transparent and non-
consultative way.

o The undemocratic nature of UNSC within the supposedly democratic UN has
compromised the overall credibility of the United Nations.

India should be given a permanent seat in the council due to:

India in many ways is a sui generis country. It’s a country of a billion-plus, it’s a country
which is a democracy, perhaps the only example in history of a billion-plus people working
together in a democratic framework.

India is the 2nd most populous nation, the 3rd largest economy in PPP terms, a responsible
nuclear power and the largest democracy in the world.

We will bring to it those values and strengths of being able to work cohesively among
disparate entities.

India is a founding member of the UN, and it has been the temporary member of the UNSC
for 7 terms.

India has provided the 2nd largest number of troops in peacekeeping missions. In Africa
alone 6000 of our troops have been stationed under UN peacekeeping missions. India has
argued in UN that troops contributing nations should have greater say in UNSC.

One of the biggest issues that will confront all multilateral organisations and certainly the
security council will be issues which are beyond borders.

Issues of the global commons, whether it is in cases of public health as we are now seeing in

the current pandemic, but other issues, for example, cyber [issues]. There are no regulatory
mechanisms or no rules on that, and that’s another.

A third one is issues of high seas. Again, beyond your exclusive economic zone, there is very
limited understanding of what states can do and what states can’t do.

w
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e Ungoverned spaces lead to opportunities for those who are inimical to global governance to
breed, whether it is in states or it is beyond state boundaries, this has been the experience,
and therefore, we as a country would like to focus on these things.

e Another area of interest would obviously be technology with a human touch. Increasingly,
resilience of human beings is an important factor that all of us have been confronted with
where there are disasters, can we have a more humane approach to these, etc.

Challenges:

e The US administration under Biden has continued to remain non-committal on support for
India’s UNSC bid.

e The U.S. has offered qualified support for building a consensus for enlargement of the UNSC
— in terms of permanent and non-permanent members. However, it said it would not
support an expansion of the veto — given to the P-5, the current five permanent members:
China, France, Russia, the U.K and the U.S.

e The Uniting for Consensus (UFC) group — Pakistan, South Korea, Italy and Argentina —
opposes the G4 plan.

e China also opposes the bids of India and Japan.
Conclusion:

In this context, the challenges before India are many. The Security Council is one of the most
important multilateral decision-making bodies where the contours of global geopolitics are often
drawn. India should avoid the temptation of taking sides at a time when the Security Council is
getting more and more polarised.

To serve its interests and push for its agenda of multilateralism and reforms, India should adopt
value-based positions that are not transactional, aspire for the leadership of the non-permanent
members of the Council and be the voice of the weaker nations.

Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or
affecting India’s interests.

India and the EU have maintained a robust strategic relation. However, in some
critical areas, there is still room for enhanced cooperation between the both. Analyse.

(250 words)

Difficulty level: Moderate

Reference: Times of India, Insights on India

Why the question: .

India and the European Union (EU) are looking to conclude negotiations on comprehensive trade and
investment agreements before the beginning of electoral cycles on both sides in 2024, EU
ambassador Ugo Astuto said.
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Key Demand of the question:

To write about the need for great cooperation between India-EU in critical areas and ways to achieve
it.

Directive word:

Analyse — When asked to analyse, you must examine methodically the structure or nature of the
topic by separating it into component parts and present them in a summary.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Start with brief background of the context of the question.

Body:

Explain first that after limited economic gains from its FTAs with Asian partners, India is reassessing
its FTA options. While a good beginning has been made with the UK, India must also renegotiate with
the EU—the bloc is very important for India as far as trade relations are concerned, and an FTA with
the EU is, thus, based on sound reasoning.

Discuss that FTAs need to be designed in a manner that they enhance complementarities amongst
partners and overcome regulatory hurdles that inhibit trade. Account for potential of India —EU trade
relations.

Present the challenges before India in realizing this potential.

Conclusion:

Suggest way forward and conclude.

Introduction

India-EU relationship dates back to 1960s when India was the first country to establish relationship
with European economic union which later evolved into common market -European union. For more
than a decade, the EU and India partnership had been slow-moving and fragmented, struggling to
maintain momentum. India was acknowledged as a strategic partner in 2004. But seventeen years
on there is still no mutually agreed set of clear priorities. The EU-India relationship fails to
acknowledge each partner’s individual realities. Today’s changed circumstances provide the two
sides with a new set of opportunities to move forward on the long-stalled agenda of stronger ties
between India and European Union.

India and the European Union (EU) are looking to conclude negotiations on comprehensive trade
and investment agreements before the beginning of electoral cycles on both sides in 2024, EU
ambassador Ugo Astuto said.

Body
Various facets of India-EU bilateral relations:
e Trade and Investment:

o The EU is India’s largest trading partner, accounting for 12.9% of India’s overall
trade. Further the trade in services have almost tripled in last decade.

o Overall, the EU is the second largest investor in India, with €70 billion of cumulative
FDI from April 2000 to March 2017, accounting for almost one quarter of all
investments flows into India.

e EU and India remain close partners in the G20 and have developed a regular macroeconomic
dialogue to exchange experience on economic policies and structural reforms.

e Energy Cooperation: EU — India Clean Energy and Climate Partnership.

e
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Research and Development: India, participates in international ITER fusion. India also
participates in research and innovation funding programme ‘Horizon 2020’

Environment and Water: The EU and India also cooperate closely on the Indian Clean Ganga
initiative and deal with other water-related challenges in coordinated manner.

Migration and mobility: The EU-India Common Agenda on Migration and Mobility (CAMM)
is a fundamental cooperation agreement between India and EU.

Development cooperation: Over €150 million worth of projects are currently ongoing in
India.

Opportunities for stronger India-EU ties

The EU wants to pivot away from China. It recently signed a Comprehensive Agreement on
Investment with China, which has drawn a lot of flak and its ratification has now been
suspended because of diplomatic tensions.

The European Parliament remains overwhelmingly opposed to this deal after China imposed
sanctions on some of its members, in response to the EU imposing sanctions against China
for its treatment of the Uyghur Muslim minority in the Xinjiang region.

With the EU being India’s largest trading partner and the second-largest export destination,
the economic logic of strong India-EU economic relations is self-evident.

The virtual summit saw India and the EU launching an ambitious “connectivity partnership”
in digital, energy, transport, and people-to-people sectors, enabling the two to pursue
sustainable joint projects in regions spanning from Africa, Central Asia to the wider Indo-
Pacific.

Exports to EU: India has an untapped export potential of $39.9 billion in the EU and Western
Europe. The top products with export potential include apparel, gems and jewellery,
chemicals, machinery, automobile, pharmaceuticals and plastic.

India benefits from tariff preferences under the EU’s Generalized System of Preferences
(GSP) for several of these products.

In fact, India is among the major beneficiaries of the EU’s GSP, with exports under the GSP
valued at nearly $19.4 billion in 2019, accounting for nearly 37% of India’s merchandise
exports to the EU.

New emerging world order after COVID-19:As EU seeks to move away from a global supply
chain that is overly dependent on China, India can emerge as its most natural ally.

There is a significant untapped potential to expand India-EU bilateral trade relation through
an FTA.

The FTA will deliver on enhancing India’s market access in key services.

For this to happen, regulatory barriers in cross-border supply as well as provision of services
through temporary movement of professionals will need to be addressed.

Concerns in India-EU ties
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Stalled EU-India BTIA: It is being negotiated since 2007 and both sides have major
differences on crucial issues such as: —

o EU’s demands: significant duty cuts in automobiles, tax reduction on wines, spirits
etc, a strong intellectual property regime, relaxation in India’s data localisation
norms, protection to all its items with Geographical Indication etc.

o India’s demands:‘Data secure’ status (important for India’s IT sector); Ease norms
on temporary movement of skilled workers, relaxation of Sanitary and Phytosanitary
(SPS) and Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT) norms etc.

Trade imbalance:India accounts for only 1.9% of EU total trade in goods in 2019, well behind
China (13.8%). Trade imbalance is expected to further increase with ratification of the
European Union Vietnam Free Trade Agreement (EVFTA) and the EU-Vietnam Investment
Protection Agreement, which will make Indian exports less competitive.

India’s perception of EU:It views EU primarily as a trade bloc, preferring bilateral
partnerships with Member States for all political and security matters. This is evident from
lack of substantive agreements on matters such as regional security and connectivity.

Brexit:It is unclear how U.K.’s withdrawal from EU will affect India’s relation with EU as
whole.

Human Rights concerns of EU: The European Parliament was critical of both the Indian
government’s decision to scrap Jammu and Kashmir’s special status in 2019 and the
Citizenship (Amendment) Act.

Way Forward

To translate their common values into common action, EU and India in can work in third
countries to consolidate democratic processes and build capacities of transitioning regimes
through strengthening electoral and parliamentary institutions.

EU can collaborate with India to facilitate connectivity and infrastructure projects in third
countries, particularly smaller states in South Asia that often fall prey to power politics and
fiscal instability resulting from China’s loans and political influence as part of its BRI.

Thus, as highlighted by EU strategy on India, adopted in 2018, India EU should take their
relations beyond “trade lens”, recognizing their important geopolitical, strategic
convergence.

France and India have shared a common belief in the importance of multilateralism

and have a common respect for international rules and regulations. These shared

beliefs can form the basis for a cooperation agenda. Analyse. (250 words)

Difficulty level: Tough

Reference: The Hindu

Why the question:

Prime Minister Narendra Modi and French President Emmanuel Macron held extensive discussions on
a range of bilateral and pressing global issues, including the raging conflict in Ukraine, the situation

w
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in the Indo-Pacific and terrorism, as the two top leaders agreed on a blueprint to work together in
making the India-France strategic partnership a force for global good.

Key Demand of the question:

To write about the potential in the Indo-French relations for cooperation between the two countries.
Directive word:

Analyse — When asked to analyse, you must examine methodically the structure or nature of the
topic by separating it into component parts and present them in a summary.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Begin by giving context.

Body:

First, discuss about the historic relations between the India and France in brief.

Next, write about the further potential in the Indo-French relations especially given the current
geopolitical turmoil in Europe. Elaborate on the aspect of importance of multilateralism and have a
common respect for international rules and regulations that both the countries share.

Conclusion:

Conclude by writing a way forward in order to achieve the potential.

Introduction

India and France have traditionally close and friendly relations. In 1998, the two countries entered
into Strategic Partnership which is based on three pillars of defence cooperation, space cooperation
and civil nuclear cooperation. In the recent years, there have been increasing convergences between
both the countries.

Body
India-France: Convergences and shared common beliefs

e Partnership in the Indian Ocean: France was the first European country to launch an Indo-
Pacific strategy and India is a key pillar in that strategy.

o Thus, the relationship between India France has grown beyond bilateral to focus and
includes intensified maritime and naval cooperation in Indian Ocean and more
broadly the Indo Pacific.

o France has specific interests in the Indian Ocean due to its overseas territories
(Reunion Island and Mayotte) home to over a million French citizens, and more than
10% of the Indian Ocean’s surface.

e Strategic convergence: On the regional front, France is as concerned as India at the
rising Chinese profile in the Indo-Pacific. Both would like to work to offer credible
alternatives to Chinese economic and military assistance in the region.

o Ontheinternational front, both are deeply concerned about the breakdown of the
rules based global order.

e Global cooperation: After their joint efforts to limit climate change and develop
the International Solar Alliance, India and France have turned to more ambitious ideas. In
this direction, both countries issued the road map on cybersecurity and digital technology.

e France’s support on international platforms: France is among the countries that have
consistently supported India’s permanent membership to UNSC.
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o Also, France has offered unstinted support for India on targeting the sources
of violent extremism in Pakistan and helped limit the international
backlash against India’s effort to rewrite the rules of engagement in J&K.

Nuclear Cooperation: After the nuclear tests in May 1998 when India declared itself a
nuclear weapon state, France was the first major power to open dialogue and displayed
a far greater understanding of India’s security compulsions compared to other countries.
Both signed, civil nuclear cooperation agreement in 2008.

o “Industrial Way Forward Agreement” was signed in 2018, between France and
India for the construction of six nuclear reactors at Jaitapur.

Defence Cooperation: France remains a vital source of arms supply to India. Defence
cooperation with France began in the 1950s when India acquired the Ouragan aircraft and
continued with the Mystéres, Jaguar, Rafale, Scorpéne submarines, etc.

o Both countries also signed reciprocal logistics support agreement to receive
logistical support, supplies and services from each other during authorised port
visits, joint exercises, etc.

Cooperation in Space and Technology has continued since the 1960s when France helped
India set up the Sriharikota launch site, followed by liquid engine development and hosting
of payloads. Currently, other projects include joint satellite mission — TRISHNA (for eco-
system stress and water use monitoring) and also accommodation of French instrument on
India’s OCEANSAT-3 satellite.

Counter terrorism: Terror strikes in France by home-grown terrorists provide much scope
for counterterrorism cooperation, in terms of both intelligence-sharing and de-radicalisation
strategies.

Urban planning: Given its expertise in the sphere of urban planning France is also helping in
the Smart Cities Mission. The three such smart cities are Chandigarh, Nagpur and
Puducherry.

Way Forward

Even though above specified areas provided a robust basis for engagement, it remained
primarily at a government-to-government level.

In recent years, it was clear that for a wider partnership, strengthening business-to-business
and people-to-people relationships was essential.

Also, the trade between India and France, although growing, is yet to reach its potential. ®
By leveraging the potential of convergences, France can be India’s gateway to Europe and
India France’s first strategic partner in Asia.

The underpinnings of global geopolitics are being rapidly altered with China’s rise, the West
being consumed by internal problems and Russia, the “America First” priorities of the US
Administration, and growing threats to globalization.

With such background, France and India have a shared interest in developing a coalition of
middle powers with a shared commitment for a rule-based multipolar world order.
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Strong bilateral ties between like-minded nations such as India and Australia will

remain critical to shaping the Indo-Pacific security architecture. Analyse. (250 words)
Difficulty level: Moderate

Reference: Indian Express

Why the question:

Australia is investing over S280 million (Rs 1,500 crore) — towards new programmes and initiatives
across technology, space, critical minerals, strategic research and people-to-people links to boost
cooperation with India.

Key Demand of the question:

To write about the various facets of India-Australia relations especially with respect to space, critical
minerals, strategic research, people-to-people links, security and stability of the Indo-Pacific.
Directive word:

Analyse — When asked to analyse, you must examine methodically the structure or nature of the
topic by separating it into component parts and present them in a summary.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Start with brief background of the context of the question.

Body:

First, write about the various aspects of growing trade between India and Australia — recently
introduced Update to Australia’s India Economic Strategy, space, critical minerals, strategic research
and people-to-people links to boost cooperation with India, business engagement and an increased
Australian presence in India etc.

Next, write about security in the Indo-pacific — formation of AUKUS, QUAD and overall aspect of
China.

Next, write about various bottlenecks in bilateral ties between both the nations.

Conclusion:

Suggest way forward and conclude.

Introduction

India and Australia have several commonalities, which serve as a foundation for closer cooperation
and multifaceted interaction, on lines similar to what India has developed with other Western
countries. Both are strong, vibrant, secular and multicultural democracies.

The relationship has grown in strength and importance since India’s economic reforms in the
nineties and has made rapid strides in all areas — trade, energy and mining, science & technology,
information technology, education and defence.

Body
Background: Indo-Australia relations

e India and Australia enjoy excellent bilateral relations that have undergone
transformational evolution in recent years, developing along a positive track, into a friendly
partnership.

e This is a special partnership characterised by shared values of pluralistic, parliamentary
democracies, Commonwealth traditions, expanding economic engagement, long standing
people-to-people ties and increasing high level interaction.

e The India-Australia Comprehensive Strategic Partnership initiated during the India-Australia
Leaders’ Virtual Summit held in June 2020 is the cornerstone of India-Australia multi-
faceted bilateral relations.
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Growing India-Australia economic and commercial relations contribute to the stability and
strength of a rapidly diversifying and deepening bilateral relationship between the two
countries

India-Australia cooperation for Indo-Pacific region and its security

QUAD: QUAD is already cooperating on sharing intelligence on threats in the Indo-Pacific
region. They have called on all countries to ensure that territory under their control is not
used to launch terror attacks and to expeditiously bring to justice the perpetrators of such
attacks.

Australia’s India Economic Strategy: To implement the plan, Australia is investing over $280
million (Rs 1,500 crore) — towards new programmes and initiatives across

technology, space, critical minerals, strategic research and people-to-people links to boost
cooperation with India.

Technology and Research: The two nations are working on a new and renewable energy
partnership, to support the development of technologies such as green hydrogen and ultra-
low cost solar.

o Australia is also supporting research and investment to unlock Australian critical
minerals for Indian advanced manufacturing.

Defence and security cooperation: Both signed Strategic Partnership, including a
Joint Declaration on Security Cooperation in 2009.

o  Civil Nuclear Cooperation Agreement was signed 2014 between two, enabling India
to secure uranium from Australia.

On China: Chinese aggression and assertive foreign policy are common concerns and has
brought both the democracies closer.

o Both have shared interests in vision of a free, open, inclusive and rules-based Indo-
Pacific region.

o Both are part of QUAD, and also proposed Supply Chain Resilience Initiative.

o Australia’s Pacific Step Up and India’s Forum for India-Pacific Islands Cooperation
(FIPIC) reaffirm their cooperation in the South Pacific region.

Conclusion

India and Australia share common values, complementary economies and strong people to people
links that make them ideal partners in terms of security, trade and culture. Shared values, shared
interests, shared geography and shared objectives are the bedrock of deepening India-Australia ties
and the cooperation and coordination between the two countries have picked up momentum in
recent years.

Both India and Australia share a vision of a free, open, inclusive and rules-based Indo-Pacific region
and cooperative use of the seas by adherence to international law including the United Nations
Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) and peaceful resolution of disputes rather than through
unilateral or coercive actions.
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Trace the origins of North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) and evaluate its

relevance in the present-day geopolitics. (250 words)

Difficulty level: Tough

Reference: The Hindu

Why the question:

After decades of political neutrality, Nordic countries Finland and Sweden have applied to join the
North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO), a military alliance that includes European countries, the
U.S., and Canada.

Demand of the question:

To write about the origins of NATO and its present-day relevance.

Directive word:

Evaluate — When you are asked to evaluate, you have to pass a sound judgement about the truth of
the given statement in the question or the topic based on evidence. You must appraise the worth of
the statement in question. There is scope for forming an opinion here.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Start with brief background of North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO).

Body:

First, briefly discuss the origins of NATO during the cold war.

Next, write about the significance of North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) — Represents 30
nations, one billion people, and half of the world’s economic and military might. Provided
unprecedented peace and security for the Euro-Atlantic area; Acts as fundamental pillar of the
international order being the most successful alliance in history.

Next, write about the role of NATO in the ongoing Ukraine crisis and the new potential additions in
term of Finland and Norway.

Conclusion:

Conclude by Summarising.

Introduction

North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) is a military alliance established by the North

Atlantic Treaty (also called the Washington Treaty) of April, 1949, by the United States, Canada,
and several Western European nations to provide collective security against the Soviet Union which
was a communist nation.

Spurred by challenges such as the Kremlin’s aggressive expansionism, an increasingly adversarial
relationship with China, weaknesses on NATO’s southern flank, the necessity of climate

resilience, anti-NATO domestic sentiment in some member-states, and the threat of reckless actors
on the international stage, NATO faces a unique opportunity to re-evaluate its guiding principles.

Body

Origin and Evolution of NATO

e History and Origin: The emergence pf NATO or North Atlantic Treaty Organization was felt
after the World War 2 era when tensions were simmering in Europe against USSR.

e The Alliance’s creation was part of a broader effort to serve three purposes: deterring
Soviet expansionism, forbidding the revival of nationalist militarism in Europe through a
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strong North American presence on the continent, and encouraging European political
integration.

While the signing of the North Atlantic Treaty had created Allies, it had not created

a military structure that could effectively coordinate their actions. This changed when
growing worries about Soviet intentions culminated in the Soviet detonation of an atomic
bomb in 1949 and in the outbreak of the Korean War in 1950.

The effect upon the Alliance was dramatic. NATO soon gained a consolidated command
structure with a military Headquarters based in the Parisian suburb of Rocquencourt, near
Versailles.

Objectives

o Political: NATO promotes democratic values and enables members to consult and
cooperate on defence and security-related issues to solve problems, build trust and,
in the long run, prevent conflict.

o Military: NATO is committed to the peaceful resolution of disputes. If diplomatic
efforts fail, it has the military power to undertake crisis-management operations.
These are carried out under the collective defence clause of NATO’s founding treaty
— Article 5 of the Washington Treaty or under a United Nations mandate, alone or
in cooperation with other countries and international organisations.

Composition: Since its founding, the admission of new member states has increased the
alliance from the original 12 countries to 30. The most recent member state to be added to
NATO was North Macedonia on 27 March 2020.

NATO membership is open to “any other European state in a position to further the
principles of this Treaty and to contribute to the security of the North Atlantic area.”

Relevance of NATO in present-day geopolitics

Repeat of history: NATO played a critical role in stabilizing Europe after World War I,
preventing great-power conflict and overcoming Cold War divisions after 1989. Three
decades after the Cold War, great-power competition has returned to the global stage.

Seventy years on, NATO remains a vital partnership and resource for the United States. It
has contributed blood and treasure to the two most recent major conflicts — Iraq and
Afghanistan.

It has adapted in response to the new threats emanating from Moscow, shoring up defenses
in the Baltic region, partnering with states in Russia’s crosshairs like Ukraine and

Georgia, and providing important communications and coordination to defend against the
ongoing cyberwarfare.

Russia-Ukraine crisis: The origin of Russian invasion on Ukraine pertains to NATO
considering Ukraine under its fold as NATO member. Since the invasion, NATO members
have sent weapons arms and ammunition to Ukraine.

Eastward expansion of NATO:

Conclusion
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NATO is the most successful military alliance in history. But to stay that way, leaders must be
comfortable having deep conversations about the Alliance’s future. These conversations will be
difficult, and they will likely be contentious, but they are necessary for NATO to stay strong, united,
and relevant in the years to come.

QUAD has become the focus of many initiatives between the four countries as they
seek to keep the Indo-Pacific region free and open. Will conflicts outside the Indo-

Pacific region, threaten the solidarity of the QUAD? Analyse. (250 words)

Difficulty level: Moderate

Reference: Indian Express

Why the question:

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Sunday evening left for Japan on a two-day visit to attend a
summit of the Quad leaders which is aimed at further bolstering cooperation among the member
nations of the influential grouping and discussing developments in the Indo-Pacific region.

Key Demand of the question:

To write about the various initiatives of QUAD and impact of various geopolitical conflicts on QUAD.
Directive word:

Analyse — When asked to analyse, you must examine methodically the structure or nature of the
topic by separating it into component parts and present them in a summary.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Begin by writing about aims and objectives of Quad.

Body:

In the first part, Mention, the initiatives of Quad — maritime security, cyber security and disaster
response to connectivity and infrastructure, climate action, vaccine production, student mobility,
resilient supply chains, combating disinformation and counter-terrorism etc.

Next, mention the challenges — Ukraine crisis, withdrawal of U.S from Afghanistan, formation of
AUKUS, Free and open Indo-Pacific, formation of AUKUS, issue of Quad expansion and Chinese
aggression etc.

Conclusion:

Write a way forward to overcome the above challenges and realise their collective goals.
Introduction

The Quad, also known as, the ‘Quadrilateral Security Dialogue’ (QSD), is an informal strategic forum
comprising of four nations, namely, United States of America (USA), India, Australia and Japan. One
of the primary objectives of the Quad is, to work for a free, open, prosperous and inclusive Indo-
Pacific region.

Body
Objectives of QUAD

e The motive behind the Quad is, to keep the strategic sea routes in the Indo-Pacific, free of
any military or political influence.

e ltis basically seen as a strategic grouping, aimed at reducing the Chinese domination.

e The core objective of the Quad is, to secure a rules-based global order, freedom of
navigation and, a liberal trading system.

w
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The coalition also aims to offer, alternative debt financing for nations in the Indo-Pacific

The Quad leaders exchange views on contemporary global issues, such as, critical and
emerging technologies, connectivity and infrastructure, cyber security, maritime security,
humanitarian assistance, disaster relief, climate change, pandemic and education.

Quad significance of India and Indo-Pacific

In the current scenario, given Chinese intransigence and our misreading of their imperialist-
expansionist intent, Sino-Indian tensions are likely to persist.

If India is not to cede ground physically or diplomatically, it must muster all elements of
its “comprehensive national power”, including the maritime, and create a strong
negotiating position.

Apart from the balance of forces on land favouring China, there is also the Beijing-Islamabad
Axis that awaits activation.

Keeping tensions confined to the Himalayan arena is, therefore, not only militarily
advantageous to China but a continental focus also helps to keep India contained in a
“South-Asia box”.

Itis also time to seek an enlargement of this grouping into a partnership of the like-minded.

Other nations feeling the brunt of Chinese brawn may be willing to join an “Indo-Pacific
concord” to maintain peace and tranquillity and to ensure observance of the UN Law of the
Seas.

News of Australia being re-invited to participate in the Malabar exercise deserves a
conditional welcome, given Canberra’s past inconsistency and political flip-flops.

Challenges to Quad

Divergence of interest on Russia-Ukraine crisis can spell doom for QUAD to kick off in a
substantial manner. This may reduce the solidarity against China.

India’s defence purchase from Russia is an irritant for USA.

There are varied interests and diverging opinions on matters of trade, intellectual property,
Ukraine crisis and support for Ukraine among others.

Any ambition to formalise the Quad as a substantive manifestation of a free and open Indo-
Pacific is likely to encounter difficulties. The future of the Quad beyond its current
consultative format is not certain.

Given the complex array of interests at play across the dynamic region, key partners are
more likely to preference loose coalitions based on dialogue and cooperation over more
fixed, institutionalised formats.

Way forward
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e The opportunity to discuss emerging regional issues, from piracy to maritime pollution and
disaster management, through such a platform should be seen as a positive.

e At the same time, assuring ASEAN of its role and relevance to Indo-Pacific, including through
established dialogue mechanisms like the EAS, could reinforce notions of inclusivity, build
support for the key rules shaping behaviour, and mitigate against the threat of strategic drift
within the region.

e Engaging others, including China, in dialogue about the Indo-Pacific project through such
mechanisms will be integral to realising the long-term vision for a stable and inclusive
region.

Conclusion

A formal revival and re-invigoration of the Quad is called for. It is also time to seek an enlargement
of this grouping into a partnership of the like-minded. Other nations feeling the brunt of Chinese
brawn may be willing to join an “Indo-Pacific concord” to maintain peace and tranquillity and to
ensure observance of the UN Law of the Seas.

For India, Indo-Pacific Economic Framework (IPEF) may prove to be a good
opportunity. Given New Delhi’s reluctance to join the Regional Comprehensive
Economic Agreement (RCEP), signing on to IPEF allows India another viable
opportunity to shape the economic rules of the game in the region. Examine. (250

words)

Difficulty level: Moderate

Reference: India Times, live Mint

Why the question:

After 16 months in office, the Joe Biden administration has finally pulled back the curtain on its
signature economic initiative: the Indo-Pacific Economic Framework (IPEF). However, as grand
reveals go, IPEF has been more than a little underwhelming.

Key Demand of the question:

To write about the Indo-Pacific Economic Framework (IPEF), the advantages it can offers and its
limitations.

Directive word:

Examine — When asked to ‘Examine’, we must investigate the topic (content words) in detail, inspect
it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Begin by giving context about the announcement of Indo-Pacific Economic Framework (IPEF) and its
members.

Body:

First, write about the reasons as to why India withdrew from RCEP.

Next, write about advantages IPEF can offer for India — cooperation on infrastructure and clean
energy, apart from coordination over taxation, rule enforcement and its trade prospects etc.

Next, write about the various concerns associated with IPEF.

Conclusion:

w
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Conclude by writing a balanced opinion regarding the formation of IPEF.
Introduction

In the presence of United States President Joe Biden in Tokyo, Indian Prime Minister

announced India’s partnership in the Indo-Pacific Economic Framework for Prosperity (IPEF), the
US-led economic initiative that has on board the four Quad partners apart from South Korea and
New Zealand and seven of the 10 Southeast Asian nations.

The IPEF will focus on trade, supply chains, clean energy, taxation and anti-corruption measures. It is
a declaration of the collective will to make the region an engine of global economic growth while
pushing for “trust, transparency and timeliness” as the three main pillars of resilient supply chains.

Body
Background: IPEF

¢ The move of these 13 nations to strengthen economic partnership to enhance resilience,
sustainability, economic growth, fairness, and competitiveness in the Indo-Pacific is
significant, given China’s economic and military assertiveness in the region.

e The door has been left open for more nations in the region.

e Apart from the Quad members US, India, Australia and Japan, the new grouping contains
Australia, Brunei, Indonesia, South Korea, Malaysia, New Zealand, the Philippines, Singapore,
Thailand and Vietnam.

Reasons for withdrawal from RCEP

¢ Non-acceptance of Auto-trigger Mechanism: To deal with the imminent rise in imports,
India had been seeking an auto-trigger mechanism. Auto-trigger Mechanism would have
allowed India to raise tariffs on products in instances where imports cross a certain
threshold. However, other countries in the RCEP were against this proposal.

e Unfavourable Balance of Trade: Though trade has increased the post-Free Trade Agreement
with South Korea, ASEAN countries and Japan, imports have risen faster than exports from
India. According to a paper published by NITI Aayog, India has a bilateral trade deficit with
11 out of 15 member countries of RCEP.

e China factor: India fears that the RCEP pact will enable China to dump its products at lower
prices and finally capture the market. India’s trade deficit with RCEP countries stood at $105
billion, out of which China alone accounted for $52 billion.

¢ Rules of Origin: Rules of origin are the criteria used to determine the national source of a
product. India was concerned about a “possible circumvention” of rules of origin. The deal
did not have sufficient safeguards to prevent routing of the products.

e Vulnerable domestic sectors: India’s vulnerable agriculture and dairy sectors will be exposed
to vagaries of global trade. For instance, the dairy industry is expected to face stiff
competition from Australia and New Zealand.

e Issue of Market Access: RCEP also lacked clear assurance over market access issues in
countries such as China and non-tariff barriers on Indian companies.
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e |IPR provisions: Japan and South Korea are proposing intellectual property provisions
referred to as TRIPS-plus, which go far beyond the obligations under the WTQ’s agreement
on Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS).

Potential of IPEF for India

e Economy: The Indo-Pacific covers half the population of the world and more than 60% of
the global GDP and the nations who will join this framework in the future, are signing up to
work toward an economic vision that will deliver for all people.

e Trade: It intends to build high-standard, inclusive, free, and fair-trade commitments and
develop new and creative approaches in trade and technology policy that advance a broad
set of objectives that fuels economic activity and investment, promotes sustainable and
inclusive economic growth, and benefits workers and consumers.

o Supply Chains: IPEF is committed to improving transparency, diversity, security, and
sustainability in supply chains to make them more resilient and well-integrated.

o To coordinate crisis response measures; expand cooperation to better prepare for
and mitigate the effects of disruptions to better ensure business continuity; improve
logistical efficiency and support; and ensure access to key raw and processed
materials, semiconductors, critical minerals, and clean energy technology.

e Clean Energy, Decarbonization, and Infrastructure: In line with the Paris Agreement goals
and efforts to support the livelihood of peoples and workers, it plans to accelerate the
development and deployment of clean energy technologies to decarbonize our economies
and build resilience to climate impacts.

o This also involves deepening cooperation on technologies, on mobilizing finance,
including concessional finance, and on seeking ways to improve competitiveness and
enhance connectivity by supporting the development of sustainable and durable
infrastructure and by providing technical assistance.

e Tax and Anti-Corruption: It is committed to promoting fair competition by enacting and
enforcing effective and robust tax, anti-money laundering, and anti-bribery regimes in line
with existing multilateral obligations, standards, and agreements to curb tax evasion and
corruption in the Indo-Pacific region.

o This involves sharing expertise and seeking ways to support the capacity
building necessary to advance accountable and transparent systems.

Conclusion and way forward

¢ India needs to go beyond bilateral pacts and focus on broad competitiveness instead of two-
way particulars.

e Onits part, the US would do well not to insist on caveats that could blunt any Indian
advantage.

e  Our put-offs will have to be spelt out with clarity right at the onset of IPEF talks.
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w

e But then, just as the White House is seized of the need to keep Indo-Pacific sea-lanes free of

a Chinese shadow, it must also be aware of how constraints on Indian export success could
work against the Quad’s geopolitical goals.
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