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Indian culture will cover the salient aspects of Art Forms, Literature and 

Architecture from ancient to modern times. 

India has a rich heritage of science and technology. Draw linkages between modern 

Indian science and its rich scientific heritage of ancient past. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference:  Insights on India 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the contributions of Ancient India to science and technology and its link to the 
present. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Briefly give context of India’s ancient calibre of development in science. 
Body: 
First, write about like people in any other part of the world Indians too, have a rich legacy of scientific 
ideas. A desire to now the unknown, accompanied with experimentation and observation have 
always generated scientific temper. The dependence on nature could be overcome by developments 
in science. In ancient India, religion and science worked in close proximity 
Next, write about the linkages with modern science and the science of past with examples. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by summarising. 
Introduction 

India has a rich heritage of science and technology. The dependence on nature could be overcome 

by developments in science. In ancient India, religion and science worked in close proximity. 

India belongs to one of the oldest civilized cultures with a long tradition in science and technology. 

Her history of science can be studied in a different context compared to that of other modern 

civilizations 

Body 

 Astronomy: Jyotishvedanga texts established systematic categories in astronomy but the 

more basic problem was handled by Aryabhatta (499 AD). His Aryabhattiya is a concise text 

containing 121 verses. It contains separate sections on astronomical definitions, methods of 

determining the true position of the planets, description of the movement of the sun and 

the moon and the calculation of the eclipses. 

 Mathematics: The town planning of Harappa shows that the people possessed a good 

knowledge of measurement and geometry. By third century AD mathematics developed as a 

separate stream of study. Indian mathematics is supposed to have originated from the 

Sulvasutras. 

o Brahmagupta’s Brahmasputa Siddhanta is the very first book that mentioned ‘zero’ 

as a number, hence, Brahmagupta is considered as the man who found zero. He 

gave rules of using zero with other numbers. 

o Aryabhatta discovered algebra and also formulated the area of a triangle, which led 

to the origin of Trignometry. 
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 Medicine: From 600 BC began the period of rational sciences. Takshila and 

Varanasi emerged as centres of medicine and learning. The two important texts in this field 

are Charak Samhita by Charak and Sushrut Samhita by Sushruta. 

 Metallurgy: The vedic people were aware of fermenting grain and fruits, tanning leather 

and the process of dyeing. By the first century AD, mass production of metals like iron, 

copper, silver, gold and of alloys like brass and bronze were taking place. The iron pillar in 

the Qutub Minar complex is indicative of the high quality of alloying that was being done 

Linkages between modern sciences and ancient scientific heritage 

 Ayurveda: The plants and herbs mentioned in Charaka Samhita is relevant even today and is 

the foundation of Ayurveda. 

o In the last few decades there has been growing interest in alternative forms of 

therapy globally. 

o There are attempts by biomedical and Ayurvedic researchers to correlate Ayurvedic 

understanding of the nature of disease with modern biomedical concepts 

 Yoga: Many western nations have adopted Yoga for mental and physical well-being. More 

research is being done in this regard. 

o Yoga has been found to lessen symptoms of depression and anxiety, ease chronic 

back pain, lower stress levels, boost brain function and improve heart health. 

 Decimal system: What we use as the modern decimal system was compiled in its entirety in 

India. Although other cultures had introduced some features of the numeric system 

beforehand, it was completed in India by the 9th century AD. 

 Chandrasekhar Limit: Indian Nobel Prize-winning physicist Subrahmanyan Chandrasekhar 

discovered the calculation used to determine the future of what would happen to a dying 

star. 

o If the star’s mass is less than the Chandrasekhar Limit it will shrink to become a 

white dwarf, and if it is great the star will explode, becoming a supernova. 

o It is said that he was influenced by ancient astronomical texts. 

 Physics and nuclear energy: The concept of atom can be traced to Acharya Kanad. Kanad 

founded the Vaisheshika school of philosophy where he taught his ideas about the atom and 

the nature of the universe. Today India is one of the few countries that possesses nuclear 

technology. 

Conclusion 

As illustrated above, modern sciences that exists today in India and elsewhere has roots to the 

ancient scientific past of India. Many advancements in fields of science and technology can be traced 

to the basic foundational knowledge that exists in India. In medieval times, this knowledge was 

disseminated through translation of ancient Indian books by Arabs and Persians. Such developments 

are believed to have taken India’s wisdom to Europe and other western nations. 
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What do you understand by intangible cultural heritage? What are the various 

measures aimed at protecting and preserving intangible cultural heritage of 

India?  (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Easy 
Reference: Insights on India 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the need for protecting intangible heritage of India. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by writing about the UNESCO list of intangible cultural heritage. 
Body: 
In the first part, write the items in the UNESCO list of intangible cultural heritage and the region they 
belong to. 
Next, write need for protecting intangible heritage of India – cultural heritage, source of livelihood, 
dying arts. Celebrating diversity etc. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by stating the importance of intangible heritage of India. 
Introduction 

‘Intangible Cultural Heritage’ indicates ‘the practices, representations, expressions, knowledge, 

skills – as well as the instruments, objects, artefacts and cultural spaces associated therewith – that 

communities, groups and, in some cases, individuals recognize as part of their Cultural Heritage’ 

(UNESCO, 2003). Examples of intangible heritage are oral traditions, performing arts, local 

knowledge, and traditional skills. 

Body 

UNESCO’s List of Intangible Cultural Heritage is a coveted list is made up of those intangible 

heritage elements that help demonstrate diversity of cultural heritage and raise awareness about 

its importance. The list was established in 2008 when the Convention for Safeguarding of the 

Intangible Cultural Heritage came into effect. 

Measures aimed at protecting and preserving ICH 

 The National List of Intangible Cultural Heritage (ICH) of India is an attempt to recognize 

the diversity of Indian culture embedded in its intangible heritage. 

 It aims to raise awareness about the various intangible cultural heritage elements from 

different states of India at national and international level and ensure their protection. 

 The National ICH List is an attempt to recognize the diversity of Indian culture embedded in 

its intangible heritage. This initiative is also a part of the Vision 2024 of the Ministry of 

Culture. 

 The Ministry of Culture has formulated a Scheme titled “Scheme for Safeguarding the 

Intangible Heritage and Diverse Cultural Traditions of India”, with the objective of 

reinvigorating and revitalizing various institutions, groups, individuals, identified non-MOC 

institutions, non-government organisations, researchers and scholars so that they may 

engage in activities/ projects for strengthening, protecting, preserving and promoting the 

rich intangible cultural heritage of India. 
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 The Scheme will cover all recognized domains of ICH such as oral traditions and expressions, 

including language as a vehicle of the intangible cultural heritage, Performing arts, Social 

practices, rituals and festive events, Knowledge and practices concerning nature and the 

universe, traditional craftsmanship etc. 

 The Union ministry of Culturehas also launched the draft National List of Intangible Cultural 

Heritage (ICH) of India. 

 India has successfully inscribed 14 Intangible Cultural Heritage (ICH) elements in the UNESCO 

Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity under the 2003 Convention. 

 Following UNESCO’s 2003 Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural 

Heritage, this list has been classified into five broad domains in which Intangible Cultural 

Heritage is manifested: 

o Oral traditions and expressions, including language as a vehicle of the Intangible 

Cultural Heritage 

o Performing Arts 

o Social practices, Rituals, and Festive events 

o Knowledge and practices concerning Nature and the Universe 

o Traditional Craftsmanship 

Conclusion 

India has a vast basket of living and diverse cultural traditions, traditional expressions, intangible 

cultural heritage comprising masterpieces which need institutional support and encouragement with 

a view to addressing areas critical for the survival and propagation of these forms of cultural 

heritage. Though, such preservation efforts are being carried out in a scattered form, a need is being 

felt to have an institutionalized and centralized Scheme for concerted efforts in the direction of 

professionally enhancing awareness and interest in Intangible Cultural Heritage (ICH), safeguarding, 

promoting and propagating it systematically. 

Value addition 

UNESCO list of Intangible Cultural Heritage from India 

S.No. ICH Element Year of Inscription 

  Tradition of Vedic chanting 2008 

  Ramlila, the traditional performance of the Ramayana 2008 

  Kutiyattam, Sanskrit theatre 2008 

  
Ramman, religious festival and ritual theatre of the 

Garhwal Himalayas, India 
2009 

  Mudiyettu, ritual theatre and dance drama of Kerala 2010 

  Kalbelia folk songs and dances of Rajasthan 2010 
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  Chhau dance 2010 

  

Buddhist chanting of Ladakh: recitation of sacred Buddhist 

texts in the trans-Himalayan Ladakh region, Jammu and 

Kashmir, India 

2012 

  
Sankirtana, ritual singing, drumming and dancing of 

Manipur 
2013 

  
Traditional brass and copper craft of utensil making 

among the Thatheras of Jandiala Guru, Punjab, India 
2014 

  Yoga 2016 

  
Nawrouz, Novruz, Nowrouz, Nowrouz, Nawrouz, Nauryz, 

Nooruz, Nowruz, Navruz, Nevruz, Nowruz, Navruz 
2016 

  Kumbh Mela 2017 

  Durga Puja in Kolkata 2021 

  

The artists of Harappan time surely had fine artistic sensibilities and a vivid 

imagination. Elaborate in light of Harappan art. (250 words). 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: Indian Express 
Why the question: 
ASI’s excavation at Harappan site of Rakhigarhi reveals drainage system, copper and gold jewellery. 
The digging, which has been going on at three of the seven mounds, has also revealed pieces of 
copper and gold jewellery, terracotta toys, besides thousands of earthen pots and seals.. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about Harappan art and its forms. 
Directive word:  
Elaborate – Give a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the context. You must 
be defining key terms wherever appropriate and substantiate with relevant associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by giving a brief about Harappan art and mention about the recent excavations done in 
Rakhigarhi 
Body: 
Mention the major elements of Harappan art – Dancing girl of Harappa, Stone sculpture of Mohenjo-
Daro, Terracotta figures obtained all over from Harappan civilization, Bead, Copper sculptures, 
Jewellery etc 
Link as to how the above mentioned works of art give an insight in Harappan society. 
Conclusion: 
Summarize with respect to Harappan art. 
Introduction 

The arts of the Indus Valley Civilisation (IVC) emerged during the second half of the third millennium 

BCE. The forms of art found from various sites of the civilisation include sculptures, seals, pottery, 

jewellery, terracotta figures, etc. 
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ASI’s recent excavation at Harappan site of Rakhigarhi reveals drainage system, copper and gold 

jewellery. The digging, which has been going on at three of the seven mounds, has also revealed 

pieces of copper and gold jewellery, terracotta toys, besides thousands of earthen pots and seals. 

Body 

Art in Harappan Civilisation 

 Stone Statues: Excellent examples of handling three-dimensional volumes, for example 

male torso figure in red sandstone and bust of a bearded man in soapstone. 

 Bronze Casting: Bronze statues were made using the ‘lost wax’ technique. Human as well as 

animal figures were common examples: Dancing Girl Statue, buffalo with its uplifted head, 

back and sweeping horns and the goat are of artistic merit. 

 Terracotta: Compared to the stone and bronze statues the terracotta representations of 

human form are crude in the Indus Valley. They are more realistic in Gujarat sites and 

Kalibangan. 

o Deities like bearded man, mother goddess and toy carts, animals were common. 

 Seales and tablets: Made of steatite, and occasionally of agate, chert, copper, faience and 

terracotta, with beautiful figures of animals, such as unicorn bull, rhinoceros, tiger, elephant, 

bison, goat, buffalo. Rendering of animals in various moods is remarkable, for 

example Pashupati Seal. 

o Commonly used for commercial purposes but usage for amulets for identity cards. 

o The standard Harappan seal was a square plaque 2×2 square inches, made from 

steatite. Every seal is engraved in a pictographic script. 

o Square or rectangular copper tablets, with an animal or a human figure on one side 

and an inscription on the other, or an inscription on both sides have also been 

found. 

 Pottery: It consists chiefly of very fine wheel made wares, very few being hand-made. Plain 

pottery is more common than painted ware. 

o Plain pottery is generally of red clay, with or without a fine red or grey slip. It 

includes knobbed ware, ornamented with rows of knobs. 

o The black painted ware has a fine coating of red slip on which geometric and animal 

designs are executed in glossy black paint. 

o Polychrome pottery is rare and mainly comprises small vases decorated 

with geometric patterns in red, black, and green, rarely white and yellow. Incised 

ware is also rare and the incised decoration was confined to the bases of the pans, 

always inside and to the dishes of offering stands. 

o Perforated pottery includes a large hole at the bottom and small holes all over the 

wall, and was probably used for straining beverages. 

 Beads and Ornaments: Produced from every conceivable material ranging from precious 

metals and gemstones to bone and baked clay, gold and semi-precious stones, copper 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia


INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 

   

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips  Page 13 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia 

bracelets and beads, gold earrings and head ornaments, faience pendants and buttons, and 

beads of steatite and gemstones. 

o The beads are in varying shapes—disc-shaped, cylindrical, spherical, barrel-shaped, 

and segmented. Some beads were made of two or more stones cemented together, 

some of stone with gold covers. Some were decorated by incising or painting and 

some had designs etched onto them. 

Significance of the art and insights on Harappan Society 

 The sites of Indus Valley Civilisation (IVC) like Harappa and Mohenjodaro showcase excellent 

town planning as well, like houses, planned streets, public baths, drainage systems, storage 

facilities, etc. 

o Eg: The bath in Harappa shows the cleansing ritual of people. 

 They tell how the Indus Valley people used stone in construction. The artists and craftsmen 

of the Indus Valley were extremely skilled in a variety of crafts—metal casting, stone carving, 

making and painting pottery and making terracotta images using simplified motifs of 

animals, plants and birds. 

 They had public and private wells at most of their sites and their houses were often 

equipped with bathing areas and toilets. It shows the importance of cleanliness and hygiene. 

 They were also technologically very advanced in pyrotechnics and metallurgy. Their 

craftsmanship is evident in their beads, jewellery, pottery, seals as well as other artifacts 

made of metals and their alloys. 

 Their trade networks were also quite widespread. They had standardized weights and 

measures. 

 They often used standardized bricks in their architecture. Recent research has suggested 

that Harappan people were probably the first ones to introduce silk and lost-wax casting 

techniques. 

 No large-scale weapons have been discovered from the Harappan sites which also suggests 

that they did not indulge in warfare. 

Conclusion 

Their artistic versatility showed in the range of materials they used and the forms they made out of 

it. The patterns, motives and designs found on the articles shows the creativity that existed and 

judging from the excavated evidences, one can only conclude the people of Indus civilization were 

indeed true art patrons. 

  

Our ancient historical traditions span a wide variety, from the highly precise and 

factual, like the public epigraphs to literary representations of human history. 

Evaluate the importance of Rajatarangini as a source of information about early 

Kashmir. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: Indian Express 
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Why the question: 
Against the entrenched colonial bias that early Indians did not write history, this article seeks to 
understand Indic visions and methods of history in their own right. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the wide variety of ancient Indian historical sources and importance of Rajatarangini. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin the answer by giving a brief about India’s rich ancient corpus of historical traditions. 
Body: 
First, write about wide variety of ancient Indian historical sources – alcohological remains, epigraphs, 
numismatics, literary sources etc. Substantiate with examples. 
Next, importance of Rajatarangini – evaluate its pros and cons as source of history. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by summarising. 
Introduction 

The two major limitations regarding the sources of ancient Indian History are “availability and 

decipherment”.  The entire spectrum of available sources can be divided into two parts viz. 

Literary/written sources and Material-Archaeological sources. 

The literary source includes literature of Vedic, Sanskrit, Pali, Prakrit, and other literature along 

with other foreign accounts. The archaeological source includes epigraphic, numismatic, and other 

architectural remains. 

Body 

Importance of Rajatarangini as a source of Kashmir’s history 

 Among regional histories, the 12th century Rajatarangini (RT) stands tall. 

 It gives a continuous chronology for early Kashmir, using traditional Indic calendars, such 

as kaliyuga and shaka samvat, to record the reign of every monarch of every dynasty that 

ruled the land. 

 It also recounts a host of events that occurred during these regimes, and their policies, 

deeds and struggles, and explores a range of historical causes and explanations for them. 

 Interestingly, the poet, Kalhana, claims to have consulted local land grant 

inscriptions (shashana), and older texts, to write his history, thus giving insight into 

the sources and techniques of the practice. 

 One of the outstanding features of the RT is that it begins with a prolegomenon clearly 

stating its purpose (prayojana) and philosophy. 

 Kalhana states that “shedding both attachment and aversion, the voice of the poet should 

be unwavering when recounting matters of the past”. 

 Modern scholars have read this as a statement recognising objectivity as a virtue in a 

historian. 

 Myths in the Rajatarangini is based on local Kashmiri legends about wrongdoing kings and 

their cities catastrophically destroyed by the anger of tutelary deities (nagas), or about the 

origins of the land of Kashmir in an act of the great Gods—display precisely such a meaning 

and function in this ethicised commentary. 
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 Far from being a lapse in critical judgement, then, the inclusion of myths was crucial in the 

text’s scheme of things. 

 By sanctifying the land and warning unrighteous social actors about the consequences of 

their actions, it provided the synergistic background for the unveiling of ethical governance, 

which seems to have been the larger purpose of composing the Rajatarangini. 

Conclusion 

Thus, our ancient historical traditions span a wide variety, from the highly precise and factual, like 

the public epigraphs, to the ethical and didactic, like the literary representations of human 

history as a laboratory of dharma and karma. The sacred and the profane, the transcendent and the 

contingent, were intertwined in this understanding. Rather than inflict inapt colonial parameters, 

Indic history-writing is best grasped in this larger sense, sensitive to the culturally specific functions 

this civilisation assigned the genre. 

 

Trace the evolution of Mughal architecture under various Mughal emperors with a 

special emphasis on architectural development under Shahjahan. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Easy 
Reference: Indian art and culture – Nitin Singhania. 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the gradual evolution of Mughal architecture under various Mughal rulers by 
identifying major elements of change. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
In brief, write about the grandeur of Mughal architecture and emergence of a distinct style of their 
own. 
Body: 
In the body, trace the development of various styles of architecture, aesthetic awareness with 
example. Babur and Humayun – Not much progress but cite a few examples of the constructed. 
Akbar – A very distinct style emerged. The initial use of styles of Bengal and Gujarat in monuments at 
Agra. Then a distinctive style at monuments at Fathepur Sikri and Delhi. Jahangir – mention the new 
features added and changes witnessed with examples. 
Shahjahan – write about how Mughal architecture reached its Zenith under him. Distinct features 
with examples. Aurangzeb – How his reign is marked with less patronage for arts but nevertheless a 
few buildings were constructed. 
Conclusion: 
Summarize the contributions of the Mughal rulers to Indian art and architecture. 
Introduction 

Mughal architecture, building style that flourished in northern and central India under the 

patronage of the Mughal emperors from the mid-16th to the late 17th century. The Mughal period 

marked a striking revival of Islamic architecture in northern India. Under the patronage of the 

Mughal emperors, Persian, Turkish, Indian, and various provincial styles were fused to produce 

works of unusual quality and refinement. 

Body 

Important Features of Mughal Architecture: 
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 Blend of Indian, Persian, and Turkish architectural style. 

 Different types of buildings, such as majestic gates (entrances), forts, mausoleums, palaces, 

mosques, sarais, etc. 

 Building material: Mostly, red sandstone and white marble were used. 

 Specific features such as the Charbagh style (garden layout) of the mausoleums, pronounced 

bulbous domes, slender turrets at the corners, broad gateways, beautiful calligraphy, 

arabesque, and geometric patterns on pillars and walls, and palace halls supported on 

pillars. 

 The arches, chhatri, and various styles of domes became hugely popular in the Indo-Islamic 

architecture and were further developed under the Mughals. 

 It became so widespread especially in north India that these can be seen further in the 

colonial architecture of Indo-Sarcenic style. 

Evolution of Mughal Architecture 

 Babur 

o Due to his short reign (1526-1530), most of which was spent in wars, Babur could 

not leave any significant construction except the mosque of Kabuli Bagh at Panipat 

and Jama Masjid at Sambhal near Delhi. 

o Babur also built Ram Bagh, the first Mughal Garden in India (1528) in Charbagh 

Style located in Agra. 

 Humayun 

o Humayun succeeded Babur, but throughout his reign, he was constantly embroiled 

in a struggle with Sher Shah Suri. 

o He laid the foundation of the city named Dinpanah but could not finish it. 

o Humayun’s Tomb, also known as the precursor of the Taj Mahal was the first 

imposing structure of the Mughals which was built by his widow Hamida Begum and 

designed by Persian architect Mirak Mirza Ghiyas. 

o The mausoleum built upon a raised platform is a mix of Indian and Persian artistry 

using red sandstone and white marble. 

o It has a Persian Charbagh style. The tomb was declared as a UNESCO World Heritage 

Site in 1993. 

o The Taj Mahal is the climax and therefore perhaps the most famous monument built 

under the Charbagh layout. 

 Sher Shah Suri (Sur Dynasty): 

o He built the Quila-e-Quanah mosque of Old Fort in Delhi, Rohtas Fort in 

Pakistan, Sher Shah Suri Masjid in Patna in Afghan-style 

o He also built the famous Grand Trunk Road. 

o His period saw the transition from Lodhi style to the Mughal style of architecture. 
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 Akbar: 

o The reign of Akbar (1556-1605) witnessed immense developments in Mughal art and 

architecture. 

o He built the city of Fatehpur Sikri which was the first planned city of the Mughals 

and served as his capital from 1571 to 1585. 

o BulandDarwaza (1576, built to commemorate Akbar’s victory over Gujarat 

kings), Jama Masjid, Diwan-i-aam, Diwan-i-khaas, Birbal’s house, Tomb of Saint 

Salim Chisthi are some of the important monuments in Fatehpur Sikri. 

o He also built the Govind Dev temple in Vrindavan. 

 Jahangir: 

o The prince had a special appreciation for the paintings over architecture. 

o He built the tomb of Itimad-ud-Daula (father of his wife Nur Jahan) displaying the 

world’s finest Pietra-dura works and completed Akbar’s tomb at Sikandra. 

o He also built the famous Shalimar Bagh in Srinagar, Moti Masjid at Lahore. 

 Shah Jahan: 

o He immortalized himself as he built the Taj Mahal in the memory of his late wife, 

Mumtaz Mahal. 

o He is rightly called ‘the prince of builders’ as the Mughal architecture reached its 

zenith under his reign. 

o He built Shahjahanabad, the 7th city of Delhi, today is known as Old Delhi. 

o He made extensive use of white marble as opposed to red sandstone which was 

preferred by his predecessors. 

o He also built the Jama Masjid in Delhi, Moti Masjid in the Agra Fort, and the Sheesh 

Mahal in the Lahore Fort brilliantly using pietra dura and complex mirror work. 

 Aurangzeb: 

o He preferred simplicity over the grandeur and repaired more mosques than he built. 

o Aurangzeb is also said to have destroyed numerous Hindu temples as well. 

o A beautiful pearl mosque in the Red Fort, Delhi, and the Bibi ka Maqbara in 

Aurangabad for his wife are only a few notable mentions in his long reign. 

o Thus, overall the Mughal architecture saw a decline in the Aurangzeb’s reign. 

Conclusion 

Thus, stating the seemingly obvious, Mughal architecture developed into a one of a kind 

architectural style which has withstood the test of time. It is appreciated widely by people all across 

the world due to its distant features as discussed above. It is up to us architects of India to carry 

forward and preserve our traditional styles of architecture and create something new that is looked 

upon with pride by our future generations. 
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Museums play a crucial role in preserving our culture and heritage, have the power to 

create unity on both a social and political level, but also on a local one. 

Elaborate.  (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Easy 
Reference: The Hindu 
Why the question: 
On the occasion of International Museum Day on May 18, the Ministry of Culture has made 
admissions to all museums under its ambit free of cost for a week. This not only makes our art and 
culture accessible to all, but also provides us an opportunity to propagate our civilisational heritage. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the importance of museums. 
Directive word:  
Elaborate – Give a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the context. You must 
be defining key terms wherever appropriate and substantiate with relevant associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by writing about the aims and objectives of establishing museums. 
Body: 
First, write about the various aspects of the importance of museums – Learning from the past, 
Bringing communities together, Standing firm in the face of adversity, Digitalisation, innovation and 
interaction, Educating future generations etc. 
Next, write about the various steps taken to preserve and establish museums across India by the 
government. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by Summarising. 
Introduction 

There has been a transformational shift in our perspectives of our heritage and this can be seen in 

our approach to preserve and promote it. First, there has been a shift from a museum-centric 

approach to a cultural spaces approach. Second, we have been able to build museums for specific 

purposes rather than rely on general purpose museums. And finally, we have looked at museums 

with a whole-of-government approach to ensure that museums provide a wholesome experience. 

On the occasion of International Museum Day on May 18, the Ministry of Culture has made 

admissions to all museums under its ambit free of cost for a week. This not only makes our art and 

culture accessible to all, but also provides us an opportunity to propagate our civilisational 

heritage. 

Body 

Role of museums in preserving culture and heritage 

 Platform to showcase diverse heritage: Indian history undoubtedly, is one of the richest and 

varied histories of the world. 

o But history comes in different forms. It could be through art, culture, science or 

natural objects. 

o History can be understood through esteemed facets, such as paintings, carvings, 

documents, and weaponry. 
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 Foray into economic and social life of Ancient Indians: At the same time, history can also be 

seen through the prism of daily objects, such as clothing, pots and pans, toys, cutlery and 

more. 

o Either way history or heritage is preserved through tangible articles and it is a 

museum that houses these. Eg: National Museum in Delhi has artefacts from 

Harappan civilisation giving us a feel of life in 3500 B.C 

 Recognizing the contributions of great personalities for posterity: For instance, today, to 

recognise the role of over 200 tribal freedom fighters across India who participated in about 

85 revolts and uprisings against colonial rule, 10 tribal freedom fighter museums are being 

set up across the country. 

o In tribute to Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, the Prime Minister inaugurated the Statue of 

Unity in October 2018, which also contains a museum that chronicles the 

various facets of Patel in great detail. 

 Specific purpose museums: The strategic shift to specific theme-based museums, which 

have unique content and a definite purpose, also ensures that rich material is on display and 

the overall experience is wholesome. 

o There have been several other attempts along these lines that are worth 

mentioning, such as the Biplobi Bharat museum in Kolkata, the arms and armour 

museum at the Red Fort, a gallery on Gautama Buddha in Delhi, and the museum 

on Jammu and Kashmir. 

 Spreading awareness: The use of digital technology to enhance user experience is not 

limited to the use of Artificial Intelligence, Augmented Reality and Virtual Reality, but to 

widen public access through modernisation and digitisation of collections and exhibitions. 

Way forward 

 Breaking down silos to forge a whole-of-government approach in such a specialised domain 

requires new skills and perspectives and these are being developed. 

 Human capacities and domain knowledge require continued upgradation, and the new 

Indian Institute of Heritage that is being set up as a world class university aims to address 

these challenges. 

 There are also challenges in modernising our traditional museums from display spaces of 

past glory to making them more interactive, immersive experiences through technology 

interfaces, innovative curatorial skills and imaginative storytelling. 

 Compared to new museums, successfully repurposing existing museum spaces needs more 

imaginative thinking and has a different set of challenges. 

 The efforts in digitisation and reprography are painstaking processes that can take several 

years to complete but must be done. 

Conclusion 

With this renewed mandate of modernisation, upgradation, and establishment of new museums, we 

are bringing our institutions closer to international standards of museology in the 21st century. As a 

firm step in this direction, the Ministry of Culture organised a first-of-its-kind Global Summit on 
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‘Reimagining Museums in India’ in February this year. The learnings from the summit are being 

incorporated to devise a blueprint for the development of new museums, nurture a renewal 

framework, and reinvigorate existing museums. It is said that there is nothing more important than 

an idea whose time has come. Re-imagining museums in India is such an idea. 

  

The Vijayanagara architectural style is a combination of the Chalukya, Hoysala, Pandya 

and Chola styles which evolved earlier in the centuries and is characterised by a return 

to the simplistic and serene art of the past. Comment. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate. 
Reference: Insights on India 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the influences on Vijayanagar architecture and its nature. 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1. 
Directive word:  
Comment– here we must express our knowledge and understanding of the issue and form an overall 
opinion thereupon. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by mentioning the Vijayanagar rulers were great patrons of art and architecture. 
Body: 
First, Mention the various features of Vijayanagar architecture and their progress – Vijayanagar 
temples are surrounded by strong enclosures and characterized by ornate pillared kalyanamandapa 
(marriage halls); tall rayagopurams (carved monumental towers at the entrance of the temple) built 
of wood, brick, and stucco in the Chola style; and adorned with life-sized figures of gods and 
goddesses. 
Next, write about the unique features of Vijayanagar architecture and other influences on it such as 
Portuguese and Islamic influences. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by commenting on the overall nature of architecture of Vijayanagar. 
  

 

 

Introduction 

The rulers of Vijayanagara borrowed concepts and building techniques which they then developed 

further. Vijayanagar architecture is a vibrant combination of the Chalukya, Hoysala, Pandya, and 

Chola styles, which evolved from prior empires in earlier centuries. It is also influenced by later 

Deccan and Dravidian styles. Preferred for its durability, local hard granite was the building material 

of choice, as it had been for the Badami Chalukyas. However, soapstone, which was soft and easily 

carved, was also used for reliefs and sculptures. 

  

Body 

Vijayanagara architecture and its progress 
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 They used the Dravidian style of architecture later added some unique features to it and it 

came to be called as Vijayanagara style. 

 Preferred for its durability, local hard granite was the building material of choice, as it 

had been for the Badami Chalukyas. 

 Vijayanagar temples are surrounded by strong enclosures and characterized by ornate 

pillared kalyanamandapa (marriage halls); tall rayagopurams (carved monumental towers at 

the entrance of the temple) built of wood, brick, and stucco in the Chola style; and adorned 

with life-sized figures of gods and goddesses. 

 This Dravida style became popular during the reign of Krishnadeva Raya and is seen in South 

Indian temples constructed over the next two centuries. 

 The courtly architecture of Vijayanagar is generally made of mortar mixed with stone rubble 

and often shows secular styles with Islamic-influenced arches, domes, and vaults. 

Unique features of Vijayanagara architecture 

 Religious architecture 

o The Tamil Dravida-influenced style became popular during the rule of king 

Krishnadevaraya and is seen in South Indian temples constructed over the next 200 

years. 

o Examples of Rayagopuram are the Chennakesava Temple in Belur and the temples 

at Srisailam and Srirangam. 

o In addition to these structures, medium-size temples have a closed 

circumambulatory (Pradakshinapatha) passage around the sanctum, an 

open mahamantapa (large hall) and a temple tank to serve the needs of annual 

celebrations. 

o Vijayanagar temples are also known for their carved pillars, which depict charging 

horses, figures from Hindu mythology, and yali (hippogriphs). 

o Some of the larger temples are dedicated to a male deity, with a separate 

shrine intended for the worship of his female counterpart. 

o Some famous temples exemplifying the Vijayanagar style include the Virupaksha 

Temple at Hampi and the Hazara Rama temple of Deva Raya I 

o Hampi Stone chariot is influenced by Raths made in Mahabalipuram by Pandayas. 

Example: Dharmaraya rath, Draupadi Rath etc. 

 Palaces and Courtly Architecture: 

o Most of the palaces faced east or north and stood within compounds surrounded by 

high, tapering stone and earth walls. 

o They were built on raised granite platforms with multiple tiers of mouldings 

decorated with carved friezes. 
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o The courtly architecture of Vijayanagar is generally made of mortar mixed with 

stone rubble and often shows secular styles with Islamic-influenced arches, domes, 

and vaults. 

o Examples are the Lotus Mahal palace, Elephant stables, and watch towers. 

 Civic Architecture 

o Gateways were distinctive architectural features that often defined the structures to 

which they regulated access. 

o The arch on the gateway leading into the fortified settlement as well as the dome 

over the gate are regarded as typical features of the architecture introduced by the 

Turkish Sultans. 

o Located on one of the highest points in the city, the “mahanavami dibba” is a 

massive platform rising from a base of about 11,000 sq. ft to a height of40 ft. There 

is evidence that it supported a wooden structure. 

  

Conclusion 

The temple building activity of the Vijayanagar rulers produced a new style, the Vijayanagar style. 

Though often characterized as Dravida Style, it had its own distinct features as discussed above. The 

rulers were great patrons of art and architecture and it is a beautiful amalgamation of various 

architectural styles of South India which makes it unique as well as propagation of heritage 

architecture. 

Modern Indian history from about the middle of the eighteenth century until the 

present- significant events, personalities, issues. 

 The failure of rebels in the revolt of 1857 can be attributed to many causes. However, 

the revolt led to re-evaluation and re-alignment of British policies in India. Elaborate. 

(250 words) 
Difficulty level: Easy 
Reference: Chapter 1- India’s Struggle for Independence by Bipan Chandra. 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the causes for the failure of revolt of 1857 and impact created by the revolt of 1857. 
Directive word:  
Elaborate – Give a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the context. You must 
be defining key terms wherever appropriate and substantiate with relevant associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Start by briefly mentioning how the 1857 uprising was successfully quelled by the British. 
Body: 
First, write about the various causes for the defeat of the rebels. 
Next, Mention the various re-alignment policies in administration such a British crown taking over 
control from EIC, Military strengthening, Transfer of Power, Divide and Rule, New Policy Towards the 
Princess, Search for New allies etc brought by the British as a way to avoid any such future uprising. 
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Conclusion: 
Conclude by mentioning that although the British succeeded in overpowering the Uprising, it proved 
to be the beginning of resistance from the people of India. 
Introduction 

The cumulative effect of British expansionist policies, economic exploitation, and administrative 

innovations over the years had adversely affected the positions of all—rulers of Indian states, 

sepoys, zamindars, peasants, traders, artisans, pundits, maulvis, etc. The simmering discontent burst 

in the form of a violent storm in 1857, which shook the British empire in India to its very 

foundations. 

Body 

Various causes for the defeat of the rebel 

 All-India participation was absent: Limited territorial spread was one factor; there was no 

all-India veneer about the revolt. The eastern, southern, and western parts of 

India remained more or less 

 All classes did not join: Certain classes and groups did not join and, in fact, worked against 

the revolt. 

o Big zamindars acted as ‘break-waters to storm’; even Awadh talukdars backed off 

once promises of land restitution were spelt out. 

o Moneylenders and merchants suffered the wrath of the mutineers badly and, 

anyway, saw their class interests better protected under British patronage. 

 Poor Arms and Equipment: The Indian soldiers were poorly equipped materially, fighting 

generally with swords and spears and very few guns and muskets. 

o On the other hand, the European soldiers were equipped with the latest weapons 

of war like the Enfield rifle. The electric telegraph kept the commander-in-chief 

informed about the movements and strategy of the 

 Uncoordinated and Poorly Organised: The revolt was poorly organised with no coordination 

or central leadership. 

o The principal rebel leaders—Nana Saheb, Tantia Tope, Kunwar Singh, Laxmibai—

were no match to their British opponents in general ship. 

 No Unified Ideology: The mutineers lacked a clear understanding of colonial rule; nor did 

they have a forward-looking programme, a coherent ideology, a political perspective, or a 

societal alternative. The rebels represented diverse elements with differing grievances and 

concepts of current politics. 

Re-alignment policies in administration by British post 1857 

The revolt of 1857 marks a turning point in the history of India. It led to far-reaching changes in the 

system of administration and the policies of the British government. 

 Direct Governance of Queen: Even before the revolt could be suppressed fully, the British 

Parliament, on August 2, 1858, passed an act for the Better Government of India. The 

act declared Queen Victoria as the sovereign of British India and provided for 

the appointment of a Secretary of State for India (a member of the British cabinet). 
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o The direct responsibility for the administration of the country was assumed by the 

British Crown and Company rule was abolished. 

o The assumption of the Government of India by the sovereign of Great Britain was 

announced by Lord Canning at a durbar at Allahabad in the ‘Queen’s 

Proclamation’ issued on November 1, 1858. 

 Princely states and paramountcy: As per the Queen’s proclamation, the era of annexations 

and expansion had ended and the British promised to respect the dignity and rights of the 

native princes. The Indian states were henceforth to recognise the paramountcy of the 

British Crown and were to be treated as parts of a single charge. 

o The people of India were promised freedom of religion without interference from 

British officials. 

 Rule of law: The proclamation also promised equal and impartial protection under law to all 

Indians, besides equal opportunities in government services irrespective of race or creed. It 

was also promised that old Indian rights, customs, and practices would be given due regard 

while framing and administering the law. 

 Army reforms: The army, which was at the forefront of the outbreak, was thoroughly 

reorganised and British military policy came to be dominated by the idea of “division and 

counterpoise”. 

o The British could no longer depend on Indian loyalty, so the number of Indian 

soldiers was drastically reduced even as the number of European soldiers was 

increased. 

o The concept of divide and rule was adopted, with separate units being created on 

the basis of caste/community/region. 

o Recruits were to be drawn from the ‘martial’ races of Punjab, Nepal, and north-

western frontier who had proved loyal to the British during the revolt. Effort was 

made to keep the army away from civilian population. 

 Divide and Rule: The policy of divide and rule started in earnest after the Revolt of 1857. 

The British used one class/community against another unscrupulously. 

o Thus, socially, there was irremediable deterioration. While British territorial 

conquest was at an end, a period of systematic economic loot by the British began. 

Conclusion 

For the British, the Revolt of 1857 proved useful in that it showed up the glaring shortcomings in the 

Company’s administration and its army, which they rectified promptly. These defects would never 

have been revealed to the world if the Revolt had not happened. 

For the Indians, the 1857 Revolt had a major influence View In conceptual terms, the British who had 

started their rule as ‘outsiders’, became ‘insiders’ by vesting in their monarch the sovereignty of 

India. Bernard Cohn (in context of the Queen’s Proclamation) on the course of the struggle for 

freedom. It brought out in the open grievances of people and the sepoys, which were seen to be 

genuine. The Revolt of 1857 did establish local traditions of resistance to British rule which were to 

be of help in the course of the national struggle for freedom. 
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On the one hand, modern education introduced by British has been seen as the key 

tool to elicit the consent and loyalty of the Indian elite to British rule. On the other 

hand, education was also thought to have generated nationalist resistance. Discuss. 

(250 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: Chapter 30 – A Brief History of Modern India by Rajiv Ahir (Spectrum Publishers) 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the evolution of education in India under the colonial rule and its impact. 
Directive word:  
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you must debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You must give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by mentioning the Macaulay’s minute setting the stage for introduction of education system by 
the British in India. 
Body: 
Trace the evolution of education system in British India – orientalist v/s anglicist debate, setting up of 
Universities, Hunter Commission report, education system during the period of Diarchy rule, evolution 
of primary and higher education etc. You can make use of a flow chart for better presentation. 
Write about the both positive and negative impacts of introduction of modern education in India. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by mentioning the contribution of modern education in rise of nationalism in India. 
Introduction 

For the first 60 years of its dominion in India, the East India Company, a trading and profit-making 

concern, took no interest in the promotion of education. With the advent of the British Rule in India, 

their policies and measures breached the legacies of traditional schools of learning which resulted in 

the need for creating a class of subordinates. To achieve this goal, they instituted a number of acts 

to create an Indian canvas of English colour through the education system. 

Body 

Evolution of education system in British India 

 Orientalist vs Anglicist: Within the General Committee on Public Instruction, the Anglicists 

argued that the government spending on education should be exclusively for modern 

studies. 

o The Orientalists said while western sciences and literature should be taught to 

prepare students to take up jobs, emphasis should be placed on expansion of 

traditional Indian learning. 

 Medium of instruction: Even the Anglicists were divided over the question of medium of 

instruction—one faction was for English language as the medium, while the other faction 

was for Indian languages (vernaculars) for the purpose. 

 Macaulay’s minute: This famous minute settled the row in favour of Anglicists—the limited 

government resources were to be devoted to teaching of western sciences and literature 

through the medium of English language alone. 
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 Wood’s despatch: In 1854, Sir Charles Wood, the President of the Board of Control sent his 

recommendations known as ‘Wood’s Despatch of 1854″ reorganizing the whole structure of 

education. 

o Wood’s Despatch is regarded as the Magna Carta of English education in India. It 

recommended for the establishment of Anglo-Vernacular Schools throughout the 

districts, Government Colleges in important towns and a University in each of the 

three Presidencies in India. 

Positive impacts of modern education in India 

 Modern ideas, if not education, did filter down to the masses, though not in a form desired 

by the rulers, but through political parties, press, pamphlets, public platforms, etc. 

 Social analysis by Indians: Modern education only helped this process by making available 

the basic literature on physical and social sciences to nationalists, thus stimulating their 

capacity to make social analysis—otherwise the content, structure and curricula of modern 

education served colonial interests. 

 Drain theory: The theory proposed that poverty in India was caused by the colonial rule that 

was draining the wealth and prosperity of India. This realization by Dadabhai Naoroji and 

others were due to modern education introduced by British and helped in awakening 

nationalism in Indians. 

 Ideas of liberty and equality: The liberal and radical thought of European writers like Milton, 

Shelley, John Stuart Mill, Rousseau, Paine, Spencer and Voltaire helped many Indians 

imbibe modern rational, secular, democratic and nationalist ideas. 

 Rationalism: Rationalism which advocated faith in reason and a scientific attitude was again 

due to modern education of Indians. 

 Middle class intelligentsia: The English language helped nationalist leaders from different 

linguistic regions to communicate with each other. 

o Those among the educated who took up liberal professions (lawyers, doctors, etc.) 

often visited England for higher education. 

o There they saw the working of modern political institutions in a free country and 

compared that system with the Indian situation where even basic rights were denied 

to the citizens. 

o This ever-expanding English educated class formed the middle-class intelligentsia 

who constituted the nucleus for the newly arising political unrest. It was this 

section which provided leadership to the Indian political associations. 

Negative aspects of British education 

 Neglect of mass education: The Government soon made English as the medium of 

instruction in its schools and colleges and opened a few English schools and colleges instead 

of a large number of elementary schools, thus neglecting mass education. 

 Downward filtration: The British planned to educate a small section of upper and middle 

classes, thus creating a class “Indian in blood and colour but English in tastes, in opinions, 

in morals and in intellect” who would act as interpreters between the Government and 
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masses and would enrich the vernaculars by which knowledge of western sciences and 

literature would reach the masses. This was called the ‘downward filtration theory’.’ 

 Creating clerks: Although there were a few Englishmen who wanted to spread education for 

its own sake, the government was chiefly concerned only with its own concerns. 

o There was a huge demand for clerks and other administrative roles in the company’s 

functioning. 

o It was cheaper to get Indians rather than Englishmen from England for these jobs. 

This was the prime motive. 

 Low Literacy rate: No doubt it spread western education among Indians, but the rate of 

literacy was abysmally low during British rule. 

o In 1911, the illiteracy rate in British India was 94%. In 1921, it was 92%. 

o Scientific and technical education was ignored by the British government. 

 Women’s education: The state of women education was pathetic. This was because the 

government did not want to displease the orthodox nature of Indians and also because 

women could not generally be employed as clerks. 

Conclusion 

Thus, the education system introduced by British had both positive and negative impacts. It was 

injected to ensure a cheap supply of educated Indians to increase a number of subordinate posts in 

administration and in British business concern. That’s why the emphasis on English as a medium of 

instruction and also glorified British conquerors and their administration. 

  

Dr B.R Ambedkar’s thought on promoting democratic unity across linguistically and 

culturally diverse political units, as well as on pursuing domestic rights protections 

through institutions, offers valuable insights for the present-day governance. 

Comment.  (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: Live Mint 
Why the question: 
Violence in Andhra Pradesh over a renamed district has shown how India’s relationship with 
Ambedkar remains both fraught and fertile. Our embrace of his ideals must not falter 
Key Demand of the question:   
To write contributions of Dr B.R Ambedkar’s in promoting democratic unity as well protection of 
domestic rights. 
Directive word:  
Comment- here we must express our knowledge and understanding of the issue and form an overall 
opinion thereupon. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by writing a few introductory lines regarding Dr B.R Ambedkar 
Body: 
First, write about his his role and contributions; His role as a social reformer, chairman of the draft 
committee of the Indian Constitution, and first law minister of the country is well-known. He was an 
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educationist, economist, jurist, politician, journalist, sociologist and social reformer and worked in 
the fields of culture, religion and spirituality. 
Next, write about his measures in promoting democratic unity and as champion of domestic rights. 
Mention about key learnings from his teaching in the present day. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by summarising. 
Introduction 

The country has marked the beginning of the Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav to commemorate 75 years 

of Independence. It is imperative to reflect on Ambedkar in all his facets to grasp the gravity of his 

ideas, his role as a nation-builder and actions taken thereupon, to strengthen the social fabric and 

build a just society and stronger nation. 

Body 

Role of Babasaheb Ambedkar 

 As Social reformer 

o Ambedkar was the voice of the Depressed Classes on every platform. 

o As their representative at the Round Table Conference, he championed the cause of 

labour and improving the condition of peasants. 

o During the Bombay Assembly’s Poona session in 1937, he introduced a Bill to 

abolish the Khoti system of land tenure in Konkan. 

o In Bombay, the historic peasant march to the Council Hall in 1938 made him a 

popular leader of the peasants, workers, and the landless. 

o He was the first legislator in the country to introduce a Bill for abolishing the 

serfdom of agricultural tenants. 

o His essay titled ‘Small Holdings in India and their Remedies’ (1918) proposed 

industrialisation as the answer to India’s agricultural problem and is still relevant to 

contemporary debates. 

o As a member of the Bombay Assembly, Ambedkar opposed the introduction of the 

Industrial Disputes Bill, 1937, as it removed workers’ right to strike. 

o As a labour member, he advocated for “fair condition of life of labour” instead of 

securing “fair condition of work” and laid out the basic structure of the 

government’s labour policy. 

o He contributed to the reduction of working hours to 48 hours per week, lifting the 

ban on the employment of women for underground work in coal 

mines, introducing the provisions of overtime, paid leave and minimum wage. 

o He also helped to establish the principle of “equal pay for equal work” 

irrespective of sex and maternity benefits. 

  

 As chairman of Drafting Committee and first law minister of India 
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 Ambedkar was appointed as the chairman of the constitution drafting committee on August 

29, 1947. 

 He believed that the gap between different classes was important to equalize, otherwise it 

will be very difficult to maintain the unity of the country. 

 He emphasized on religious, gender and caste equality. 

 Ambedkar introduced the reservation system to create a social balance amongst the 

classes. 

 As chairman of the Constitution’s drafting committee, he took meticulous measures to build 

a just society through liberty, equality and fraternity. 

 His advocacy for universal adult franchise ensured that women had the right to 

vote immediately after Independence. 

 His advocacy of the Hindu Code Bill was a revolutionary measure towards ameliorating 

women’s plight by conferring on them the right to adopt and inherit. 

  

Ambedkar’s role in promoting democratic unity and as champion of domestic rights 

 In Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar, we have not only a crusader against the caste system, a valiant 

fighter for the cause of the downtrodden in India but also an elder statesman and national 

leader whose contribution in the form of the Constitution of India will be cherished forever 

by posterity. 

o In fact his fight for human rights and as an emancipator of all those enslaved in the 

world gave him international recognition as a liberator of humanity from injustice, 

social and economic. 

 He favoured formation of unilingual States as against multilingual States for the very sound 

reasons that the former fosters the fellow-feeling which is the foundation of a stable and 

democratic State, while the latter with its enforced juxtaposition of two different linguistic 

groups leads to faction fights for leadership and discrimination in administration — factors 

which are incompatible with democracy. 

 He was a champion of democracy and strived for political and economic equality of people 

of India. Positive affirmative action in India was a result of his efforts towards equality. 

Conclusion 

Today, Ambedkar is revered nationally, and figures in the national pantheon as one of the makers of 

modern India, along with Gandhi, Nehru and Tagore. His birthday, April 14, has been christened as 

‘Ambedkar Jayanti’ or ‘Bhim Jayanti’ and is celebrated as a public holiday. Babasaheb remains an 

inspiration for millions of Indians and proponents of equality and social justice across the globe 
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The Freedom Struggle – its various stages and important contributors 

/contributions from different parts of the country. 

The Quit India Movement was nothing short of a radical revolution. Elucidate. (250 

words) 
Difficulty level: Easy 
Reference: Chapter 35- India’s Struggle for Independence by Bipan Chandra. 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write how Quit India movement was different from the previous mass movements and a 
revolution in itself. 
Directive word:  
Elucidate – Give a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the context. You must 
be defining key terms wherever appropriate and substantiate with relevant associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Give the context of political scene of the country that led to the launch of Quit India movement 
Body: 
Write about the factors that made the movement stand apart from other struggles or movements 
against the Imperial rule, on lines of, Gandhi’s strategy, emergence of new leaders, Violence, Princely 
States, new developments and mass involvement etc and the way it aligned the local interest with 
that of national interest. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by mentioning that the much-needed impetus towards conclusion to the national freedom 
struggle can be credited to the Quit India movement. 
Introduction 

The Quit India Movement, also known as ‘August Kranti’, was a freedom movement led by 

Mahatma Gandhi. It began on 8th August, 1942 and turned out to be one of the most popular and 

powerful mass movements for independence. The immediate trigger for the movement was 

the failure of Cripps Mission and its offerings. 

Body: 

Quit India movement was nothing short of a radical revolution: 

 Social radicalism of Gandhi: 

o In a sharp contrast to Non-cooperation movement, where Gandhi withdrew after 

Chauri Chaura incident, in Quit India movement he not only refused to condemn 

the people’s resort to violence but unequivocally held government responsible for 

it. 

o Though the need for non-violence was always reiterated, Gandhi’s mantra of Do or 

Die represents the militant mood of Gandhi. 

o Gandhi also gave a call to all sections of the people, the princes, the Jaghirdars, the 

Zamindars, the propertied and moneyed classes, who derive their wealth and 

property from the workers in the fields and factories and elsewhere, to whom 

eventually power and authority belong. 
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o This  indicates Gandhi’s social radicalism and shift in the philosophy of the 

Congress, by now people with the goals of socialism and communism have become 

a part of the broad-based Congress organization. 

o Mahatma Gandhi refused to condemn the violence of the masses and held the 

government responsible for this violence. 

 The spontaneous participation of the massesin the Quit India movement made it one of the 

most popular mass movements. 

o Even before the formal launching of the movement, the government in a single 

sweep arrested all the top leaders of the Congress. This led to spontaneous 

outburst of mass anger against the arrest of leaders.  

 This historic movement placed the demand for independence on the immediate agendaof 

the national movement. 

o The spirit unleashed was carried further by Indian National Army of Subhas Chandra 

Bose. After ‘Quit India’ there could be no retreat. Independence was no longer a 

matter of bargain. It accelerated and sustained the urge for freedom and enabled 

India to achieve freedom in 1947. 

 The movement had a local impact in some areas, especially at Satara in Maharashtra, 

Talcher in Odisha, and Midnapore. 

o In Tamluk and Contai subdivisions of Midnapore in West Bengal, the local populace 

were successful in establishing parallel governments, which continued to function. 

 QIM surpassed all previous mass movements organized by Congress in its level of anti-

British militancy. 

o Gandhi’s slogan of “Do or Die” stirred the emotions of people across the country. 

o It exhibited people’s fighting spirit and their longing for freedom. It also 

demonstrated determined attitude of Indian masses of accepting nothing less than 

the realization of freedom. 

o People devised a variety of ways of expressing their anger. In some places, huge 

crowds attacked police stations, post offices, courts, railway stations and other 

symbols of a government authority. 

 It was a historic event. It was not merely a movement against foreign occupation but also 

awakening of Indian masses. 

o The history of this movement is full of unsung heroes. There are untold stories of 

farmers, factory workers, journalists, artists, students, educationists, religious saints 

and Dalits. 

 Quit India movement was unique in the sense that it saw women participation where they 

not only participated as equals but also led the movement. There was Matangini Hazra, 

who lead a procession of 6,000 people, mostly women, to ransack a local police station. 

Conclusion 
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Quit India Movement was a watershed movement in the sense, that it prepared the ground for 

future politics in India. It is in the Quit India Movement that freedom struggle was owned by “We 

the People” who fought for India’s freedom. 

  

Government of India Act 1935 was the most comprehensive act passed by the British 

but did very little in politically and economically empowering Indians. Critically 

examine. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Easy 
Reference: 
Chapter 20- A Brief History of Modern India by Rajiv Ahir (Spectrum Publishers) 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1 and mentioned as part of 
Mission-2022 Secure timetable. 
Key Demand of the question: To write about the reactions of Indian leaders to the Government of 
India Act 1935. 
Directive word:  
Critically examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we have to look into the topic (content words) in 
detail, inspect it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. 
While doing so we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
When ‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the 
topic and give a fair judgment. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Start by giving the context for the introduction of the Government of India Act,1935. 
Body: 
First, write about the various features of Government of India Act,1935 and the various positives of 
the act. 
Next, write about the negatives- concept of federation with Provinces to join the imperial power and 
have a reserved representation, promoting feudal despotism, communally divisive approach and 
economic control of federal budget. 
Conclusion: 
In the conclusion, despite its flaws major India leaders decided to give it a try and its outcome. 
Introduction 

The Government of India Act 1935 was an important act in the history of India. As a result of several 

previous Governments of India Act and Round Table Conferences, the Government of India Act 1935 

was introduced. It changed the Federation of India in the aspects of the structure of government, 

legislation and so on. It granted Indian provinces autonomy and provided for the establishment of 

Indian Federation. The Government of India Act, 1935, which acted as a framework did lay out some 

federal features. 

Body 

Features of Government of India Act 1935 

This Act gives many salient features out of which some has been considered as the major ones and 

some as the minor ones. These salient features are given below: 

 This Act shows the dominance power of the British Parliament or its superiority. 
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 This Act had proposed to establish an All-India Federation and this federation should 

consist of provinces and Princely states considering both as one unit. 

 This Act introduced a system of Provincial Autonomy into the provinces in place of the 

dyarchy system. This time dyarchy was not introduced at the state level it only introduced 

at the central level. 

 A federal court was established after the recommendation of this Act. This court was 

introduced after two years of the passing of this Act, i.e., 1937. 

 This Act provides the recommendation for the establishment of the Reserve Bank of India to 

control the regulation of currencies and credits of this country. 

 After the establishment of this Act, the Council of India that was established by the 

Government of India Act, 1858 was abolished. 

 Muslims, Sikhs, and others except depressed classes were provided separate 

electorates after the implementation of this Act. 

 This Act proposed the expansion of Universal Adult Franchise from 3% of the population to 

14% of the population. 

 This Act gave Governor the Critical emergency powers that were only enjoyed by him. 

Shortcomings of the GOI,1935 Act 

 Numerous ‘safeguards’ and ‘special responsibilities’ of the governor-general worked as 

brakes in proper functioning of the Act. 

 The process of constitutional advance in India is determined by the need to attract, Indian 

support for British Raj. 

o In provinces, the governor still had extensive powers. 

o The Act enfranchised 14 per cent of British Indian population. 

o The extension of the system of communal electorates and representation of various 

interests promoted separatist tendencies which culminated in partition of India. 

 The Act provided a rigid Constitution with no possibility of internal growth. 

 Right of amendment was reserved with the British Parliament. 

 Suppression could only be a short-term tactic. in the long run, the strategy was to weaken 

the movement and integrate large segments of the movement into colonial, constitutional 

and administrative structure. 

 Reforms would revive political standing of constitutionalist liberals and Moderates who 

had lost public support during the Civil Disobedience Movement. 

 Repression earlier and reforms now would convince a large section of Congressmen of the 

ineffectiveness of an extra-legal struggle. 

o Once Congressmen tasted power, they would be reluctant to go back to politics of 

sacrifice. 
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o Reforms could be used to create dissensions within Congress—right wing to be 

placated through constitutional concessions and radical leftists to be crushed 

through police measures. 

 Provincial autonomy would create powerful provincial leaders who would gradually become 

autonomous centres of political power. Congress would thus be provincialized and central 

leadership would get weakened. 

Conclusion 

The 1935 Act was condemned by nearly all sections and unanimously rejected by the Congress. The 

Congress demanded, instead, convening of a Constituent Assembly elected on the basis of adult 

franchise to frame a constitution for independent India. For a brief period till the start of 1942 Quit 

India Movement, Congress fought the provincial elections on the basis of the Act and won in 

majority provinces. 

Post-independence consolidation and reorganization within the country. 

Green Revolution was hugely successful in terms of improving agricultural productivity 

but its broader impact at social and environmental was limited. Elaborate.  (250 

words) 
Difficulty level: Easy 
Reference: Chapter – 33 – India Since Independence by Bipan Chandra 
Why the question: 
Why the question: The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper –1. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the pros and cons of green revolution in India. 
Directive word:  
Elaborate – Give a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the context. You must 
be defining key terms wherever appropriate and substantiate with relevant associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by giving context of introduction of HYV in India in the face of acute food crisis leading to the 
green revolution. 
Body: 
In the first part, write about the pros and cons of the green revolution. The HYV technology increased 
agricultural output manifold, increase in yield of crops, fast adoption, modern equipment, self-
sufficiency etc. Cons like disparities, ecological impact, use of chemical fertiliser etc. 
Next part, write about the constraints that limited the spread of HYV – irrigation, lack of farmer’s 
knowledge, unsatisfactory land tenure system etc. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by summarising. 
Introduction 

The green revolution in India  in 1960’s and 70’s refers to a period when Indian Agriculture was 

converted into an industrial system due to the adoption of modern methods and technology such as 

the use of HYV seeds, tractors, irrigation facilities, pesticides and fertilizers. The Economic Survey 

2015-16 claimed Indian agriculture to be “a victim of its own success—especially the green 

revolution”, by becoming cereal-centric, regionally biased and input-intensive (land, water and 

fertilizers). 
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Norman-e-Borlaug is considered as the father of Green Revolution in World while M.S. 

Swaminathan is considered as the father of Green Revolution in India. 

Body 

Success of Green Revolution 

 Increase in Agricultural Production and productivity: The production and productivity of 

wheat, rice, maize and bajra has substantially increased. 

 Less Dependence on Imports: After the green revolution, India was finally on its way to self-

sufficiency. There was now enough production for the population and to build a stock in 

case of emergencies. In fact, India was able to start exporting its agricultural produce. 

 A Benefit to the Farmers: The Green Revolution has increased the income of farmers and 

landless labourers. It enabled them to shift to commercial farming from only sustenance 

farming. 

 Dispersal of Rice and Wheat cultivation to non-traditional areas: Green Revolution spread 

the Rice cultivation to the semi-arid areas of Punjab, Haryana and Western Uttar Pradesh, 

and the wheat cultivation has spread to the areas of Eastern Uttar Pradesh, Madhya 

Pradesh, Rajasthan and some parts of Maharashtra, Gujarat and West Bengal. 

Broader impact on social and ecological aspect 

 Focus only on Food Grains: Although all food-grains including wheat, rice, jowar, bajra and 

maize have gained from the revolution, other crops such as coarse cereals, pulses and 

oilseeds were left out of the ambit of the revolution. 

o Major commercial crops like cotton, jute, tea and sugarcane were also left almost 

untouched by the Green Revolution. 

o This ultimately led to the dangerous trend of Monocropping. 

o Also, neglect of oilseeds has now led to extreme dependency on nations like 

Malaysia and Indonesia. 

 Limited Coverage of HYVP: High Yielding Variety Programme (HYVP) was restricted to only 

five crops: Wheat, Rice, Jowar, Bajra and Maize. 

o Therefore, non-food grains were excluded from the ambit of the new strategy. 

 Led to Regional Disparities: It led to growing disparities in economic development at inter 

and intra-regional levels. Only 40 percent of the total cropped area benefitted while the rest 

was left untouched by it. 

o The most benefitted areas are Punjab, Haryana and western Uttar Pradesh in the 

north and Andhra Pradesh and Tamil Nadu in the south. 

o It has hardly touched the Eastern region, including Assam, Bihar, West Bengal and 

Orissa and arid and semi-arid areas of Western and Southern India. 

o Only those areas which were already better placed from an agricultural point of view 

benefitted from Green revolution leading to further aggravated regional disparities. 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia


INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 

   

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips  Page 36 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia 

 Rampant usage of Synthetic fertilizers and pesticides: The Green Revolution resulted in 

a large-scale use of pesticides and synthetic nitrogen fertilisers for improved irrigation 

projects and crop varieties. 

o However, little or no efforts were made to educate the farmers, mostly illiterate, 

about the high risk associated with the intensive use of pesticides. 

o This caused more harm than good to crops and also becomes a cause for 

environment and soil pollution. 

 Water Consumption: The crops introduced during the green revolution were water-

intensive crops. 

o Most of these crops being cereals, required almost 50% of dietary water footprint. 

o Canal systems were introduced, and irrigation pumps also sucked out the 

groundwater to supply the water-intensive crops, such as sugarcane and rice, thus 

depleting the groundwater levels. 

o For instance, Punjab is a major wheat- and rice-cultivating area, and hence it is one 

of the highest water depleted regions in India. 

 Impacts on Soil and Crop Production: Repeated crop cycle in order to ensure increased crop 

production depleted the soil’s nutrients. 

o To meet the needs of new kinds of seeds, farmers increased fertilizer usage. 

o The pH level of the soil increased due to the usage of these alkaline chemicals. 

o Toxic chemicals in the soil destroyed beneficial pathogens, which further led to the 

decline in the yield. 

 Unemployment: Except in Punjab, and to some extent in Haryana, farm mechanization 

under the Green Revolution created widespread unemployment among agricultural 

labourers in the rural areas. 

o The worst affected were the poor and the landless labourers. 

 Health Hazards: The large-scale use of chemical fertilizers and pesticides such as 

Phosphamidon, Methomyl, Phorate, Triazophos and Monocrotophos resulted in resulted in 

a number of critical health illnesses including cancer, renal failure, stillborn babies and birth 

defects. 

  

Conclusion 

The Green Revolution, which undeniably ended the country’s “ship-to-mouth” 

existence and transformed it into an exporter of rice and wheat. In spite of the negative impact, the 

success of green revolution cannot be dwarfed. The spill over effect of green revolution led to 

the growth of farm mechanization industries to provide tractors, Fertilizer and pesticide, Agro-

based industries etc. 

However, it has also led to lopsided growth in agriculture, causing regional and other disparities. 

Now coupled with frequent droughts, Indian agriculture is under distress. Thus, there is a need for 
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a second green revolution.  The second green revolution must be an Evergreen Revolution, 

which incorporates technology in harmony with ecology. 

Value addition 

Ushering second green revolution through sustainable methods 

 Micro-irrigation System: It enables optimal synergies of 3 components of Green Revolution-

improved seed, water and fertilizer. 

 Organic Farming: Can restore degraded land and improve health benefits. 

 Precision Farming: It is concerned with using fewer resources and reducing the production 

cost, by analysing the variation in various aspects of field and environment like- weather, 

Soil, vegetation, water etc. 

 Green Agriculture: A system of agriculture based upon, integrated pest management, 

integrated nutrient management and it does not eliminate the use of minimum quantities of 

fertilizer and chemical pesticides. 

History of the world will include events from 18th century such as industrial 

revolution, world wars, redrawal of national boundaries, colonization, 

decolonization. 

What role did India play in the Cold War as a non-aligned country? Discuss the key 

learnings from Cold War period that India can apply in the present Russia-Ukraine 

conflict. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Tough 
Reference: Insights on India , Insights on India 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Highlight nature of engagement of NAM countries with the superpowers. Evaluate the role played by 
India, as a member of NAM and learnings from it in the present day. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you must debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You must give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Introduce NAM, and the background in which it emerged. 
Body: 
Elaborate on the role played by NAM in easing tensions between the superpowers by citing examples. 
Note how NAM did not practise isolationism or neutrality. 
Proceed to write the role played by India as part of NAM, and key learnings from it and its 
application  Russia-Ukraine war. 
Conclusion: 
End your answer noting that India continues to embrace NAM, mentioning PM Modi’s attendance at 
the 2020 summit and him referring to NAM as the “world’s moral voice”. 
Introduction 
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The Non-Aligned Movement was formed during the Cold War as an organization of States that did 

not seek to formally align themselves with either the United States or the Soviet Union, but sought 

to remain independent or neutral. The Movement has its origin in the Asia-Africa Conference held in 

Bandung, Indonesia in 1955. “Ten Principles of Bandung”, were proclaimed at that Conference were 

guiding principles of NAM. 

Body 

Role of India as a non-aligned country 

 As a leader of NAM, India’s response to the cold war power politics was two-fold 

o India steered itself away from the great power politics, positioning itself as an 

‘interested observer’. 

o It raised its voice against the newly decolonized nations from joining the 

either bloc. 

 In addition, India played a significant role in defining the NAM in very neat & precise terms, 

which was becoming less homogeneous due to coming together of countries of various 

different political systems & interests. 

 India’s stand on various issues showed that the movement was neither ‘isolationism’ nor 

‘passivity’. 

 A/q to Nehru, non-alignment was not a policy of ‘fleeing away’. On the contrary, it is based 

on active intervention in world affairs but in a neutral and independent manner. 

 The movement seeks to take a collective position on international issues and challenges 

faced by the developing world. 

o Eg :Based on this idea, India led the NAM effort to resolve Iran-Iraq dispute. 

 During the cold war, India made a, concerted effort to activate those regional & 

international organizations, which were not a part of the alliances led by US & USSR, thus 

maintaining the spirit of NAM. 

Learnings from NAM India can apply in the present Russia-Ukraine conflict 

 Multilateralism must be upheld and nations must display sensitivity and reciprocity in 

multilateral institutions like the United Nations Security Council and the WTO to cooperate 

for world prosperity. 

 Rhetoric of New Cold War or Cold war 2.0 is on the unveil. Trade war, military aggression in 

South China Sea has become frequent. 

o  Non-alignment policy and peaceful co-existence can ensure against the threat of 

war. 

 South-South cooperation: To prevent band wagoning against any nation in a conflict, all 

developing nations can rally behind peace and against ill-effects of war such as rising crude 

and inflation. 
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 Disarmament: In the General Assembly, India submitted a draft resolution declaring that 

the use of nuclear weapons would be against the charter of the United Nations and crime 

against humanity and should therefore be prohibited. 

o Such stance by all nations can help prevent the Russia-Ukraine war from 

spiralling into a nuclear war. 

 UNSC reforms: Right from its inception NAM was in the favour of UNSC reforms, it was 

against the domination of US and USSR. Russia itself is now party to war while being a 

member of UNSC whose responsibility is world peace. Representation to nations like India 

can remove such irony. 

 Strive for multipolarity: India is striving hard for a multipolar world order and asserting itself 

as one of the players. Multi polar world order is very much closed to NAM principles. 

Conclusion 

The philosophy and ideology of ”Non alignment” lays emphasis on strategic independence and 

autonomy, and the ”Non-Aligned Movement” seeks to take a collective position on challenges faced 

by the developing world. These principles shall always remain relevant. NAM is a platform where 

India can assert its soft power and provide an active leadership and by being a torchbearer for 

smaller countries at multilateral platforms. 

 

Why is the French revolution considered as a total revolution? Discuss the role played 

by the women in the French revolution. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: Insights on India 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the French revolution as total revolution and role women in it. 
Directive word:  
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you must debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You must give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Briefly giving a brief about the French Revolution of 1789. 
Body: 
First, write about the factors that make the French revolution as the total revolution – its overall 
impact – political, social, economic and cultural etc. 
Next, write about the role played by the Frenchwomen in the revolution. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by writing about the overall impact of the revolution on the world history. 
Introduction 

The French Revolution was a time of social and political upheaval in France and its colonies that 

began in 1789 and ended in 1799. Inspired by liberal and radical ideas, its overthrow of 

the Monarchy influenced the decline of absolute Monarchies in other parts of Europe. 

Body 
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Role played by women in the French Revolution 

 Women were active participants from the beginning which brought important changes in 

the country France. Women from the third estate had to work for a living and they didn’t 

have access to education or job training. 

o The most notable demand of women during the French revolution was the ‘right to 

vote’ and equal wages. 

 In order to discuss and raise voice for their demands, they started many ‘political clubs’ and 

‘newspapers’, among which ‘the society of revolutionary’ and ‘Republican women were 

famous’. 

 One of the most well-known French Revolutionary women was Olympe de Gouges. In 1791, 

she declared: “Woman is born free and lives equal to man in her rights.” 

o There were women such as Marie-Jeanne Roland and Germaine de Staël – known 

as salonnières – who hosted salons where revolutionary ideas were fostered and 

political power was brokered. 

o Women also took up arms in physical revolt. 

 In October 1789, as flour shortages and hunger in Paris led to discontent that boiled over 

into anger, women were at the centre of the maelstrom. 

o Women played a pivotal role in an event often known as the October Days, or the 

October March, that propelled the first stage of the revolution into a new balance of 

power. 

o On the morning of 5 October 1789, many Parisian women were demonstrating over 

the price of bread in Paris – flour had been scarce and there was a growing feeling 

that food was being purposely withheld from the poor. 

 Women’s struggle for equal political rights continued during the ‘Reign of Terror’. The 

government banned their clubs and political activities. Many women got arrested but they 

continued their fight despite the push back on their activities. 

Outcome of women’s struggle 

 The question of whether the French Revolution furthered women’s rights remains a 

contentious point among historians today. 

 Some social rights were granted to women: new inheritance laws, for example, meant that, 

irrespective of gender, children could inherit parents’ wealth equally. 

 There was another step forward for the legal status of unmarried mothers and their 

children, while a new law enabling divorce gave equal terms for men and women. 

 Though the revolution was undoubtedly a time of great debate concerning the status and 

rights of women from all social classes, the revolution did not change much in terms of 

their ability to contribute to a French democracy. 

 And though the revolution had long ripples, it cannot be seen as a direct contributor 

to women’s suffrage in France – a right that they would not receive until 1945. 
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Conclusion 

Women played an active role in French Revolution to bring about a change in the societal mindset 

regarding the women’s position. They fought for their rights and stood for equality. Though in 

reality, the right to vote was given only in 1945, just two years earlier than India, the revolution 

started the conversation regarding women’s rights and equality and is symbolic even today. 

  

The open yet restricted rivalry that developed after World War II between the United 

States and the Soviet Union and their respective allies, was waged on political, 

economic, and propaganda fronts and had only limited recourse to weapons. Analyse. 

(250 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: Insights on India 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1. 
Key Demand of the question: 
There were different arenas (Korea, Vietnam, etc.) of the cold war. Apart from these different arenas, 
mention the different fields (ex: space race, sports) in which the cold war played out. 
Directive: 
Analyse – When asked to analyse, you must examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them in a summary. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Begin your answer by writing briefly what the primary cause of the cold war was. 
Body: 
First write about the different fields in which the cold war ended up playing out – diplomacy, 
espionage, space race and propaganda etc. 
Next, write about weaponised aspects of the cold war – weapons race, the different places where the 
two superpowers technically battled each other (Korea, Vietnam etc.). 
Write about the impact of the above. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by Summarising. 
Introduction 

The Cold War was a period of geopolitical tension between the United States and the Soviet 

Union and their respective allies, the Western Bloc and the Eastern Bloc, which began following 

World War II. The Cold War never escalated to the point of direct confrontation between the US and 

the USSR aside from the nuclear arms race. Thus, the struggle for world dominance was primarily 

waged through propaganda campaigns, espionage, proxy wars, athletic rivalry at the Olympics, 

and the Space Race. The Cold War ended in 1991, after the collapse and dissolution of the Soviet 

Union. 

Body 

Various arenas where Cold War was played out 

 Two blocs: The political and economic systems of the capitalist USA and communist USSR 

were ideologically incompatible. Both sides wanted to affirm their model and force 

countries around the world to conform to their ideologies. 
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o Western bloc included western Europe while USSR had under its fold the eastern 

Europe. 

 Berlin blockade: The Western powers envisioned a booming capitalist Germany that 

contributed to world trade 

o While, Stalin, on the other hand, wanted to destroy the German economy and 

ensure that Germany could never become powerful again. 

o This eventually took turn to Berlin Blockade, where Stalin to block all road and rail 

access to the western part of Berlin from June 24, 1948 

 Alliances: The western alliance was formalised into an organisation, the North 

Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO), which came into existence in April 1949. 

o It was an association of twelve states which declared that armed attack on any one 

of them in Europe or North America would be regarded as an attack on all of them. 

o Each of these states would be obliged to help the other. 

o While, the eastern alliance, known as the Warsaw Pact, was led by the Soviet 

Union. 

o It was created in 1955 and its principal function was to counter NATO’s forces in 

Europe. 

Weaponised aspects of the cold war 

 Korean War and Propaganda: In 1950, Korea was divided into two zones: the communist 

north, and the capitalist democratic south. In a bid to contain the spread of communism to 

South Korea, the US sent troops to the country. The Chinese responded by sending their 

own troops to the border. 

o This war however ended in a stalemate, while till present both North & South Korea 

are still at war. 

 Vietnam War: The Vietnam War was an extremely long and costly conflict that pitted North 

Vietnam against South Vietnam and the United States in the 1960s. 

o The Soviet Union sent money and supplied weapons to the communist forces. By 

1975, the US was forced to withdraw, and the North seized control of the South. 

 Afghanistan War: In the 1980s, just as the United States had done in Vietnam, the Soviet 

Union intervened in Afghanistan 

o In response, the US supported the Mujahideen (Afghani guerrillas) against the 

USSR, by sending them money and weapons 

o The USSR was unsuccessful in its efforts to turn the country into a communist state 

during the Afghan War, and the Taliban, a US-funded Islamic extremist group, 

eventually claimed power in the region. 

 Space Race: The space race was a series of technological advancements that were exhibits of 

superiority in spaceflight, each nation trying to outdo the other. 
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o The origins of the space race lie in the nuclear arms race between the two nations 

after the Second World War when ballistic missiles were being developed 

o On 4 October 1957, the Soviets launched Sputnik, the world’s first satellite, into 

orbit. On 20 July 1969, the US successfully landed on the moon, thanks to 

the Apollo 11 space mission. 

 Nuclear arms race: The Americans believed that the Soviets had caught up technologically, 

which led to a nuclear arms race. 

o The two superpowers tried amassed nuclear weapons, both sides fearing they might 

fall behind in research and production. 

o Over 55,000 nuclear warheads were produced during the Cold War, with the US 

spending an estimated $5.8 trillion on nuclear weapons, laboratories, reactors, 

bombers, submarines, missiles, and silos 

o Nuclear warfare eventually became a deterrent rather than a weapon 

 Cuban missile crisis: In 1962, the Soviet Union began to secretly install missiles in 

communist Cuba, in easy striking distance of the US 

o The confrontation that followed became known as the Cuban missile crisis. The US 

and USSR were on the brink of nuclear war. 

o Eventually, an agreement was arrived at, which showed that the two countries were 

extremely wary of using nuclear missiles against each other, both fearing mutual 

annihilation. 

Conclusion 

The Cold War began to break down properly in the late 1980s, during Mikhail Gorbachev’s 

administration. In 1989, the Berlin Wall, the symbol of the Iron Curtain, was torn down by Germans 

on both sides as they sought to unify Germany. At the same time, waves of anti-communist feeling 

spread throughout the Eastern Bloc.The end of the Cold War was finally marked by the dissolution of 

the Soviet Union into fifteen newly independent nations in 1991. The USSR became the Russian 

Federation and no longer had a communist leader. 

  

 

Examine the causes that led to the outbreak of World War-I. To what extent can 

Germany be held responsible for the war? (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: Chapter-1: Mastering Modern World History – Norman Lowe 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the reasons for the outbreak for the first world war and responsibility of Germany for 
the war. 
Directive word:  
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Examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we must investigate the topic (content words) in detail, inspect 
it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so 
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by giving the context of assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand that started the great war 
of 1914. 
Body: 
First, write about the geo-political Tensions had been brewing throughout Europe—especially in the 
troubled Balkan region of southeast Europe, the alliances involving European powers, the Ottoman 
Empire, Russia and other parties had existed for years, The political instability in the Balkans etc, 
Hyper nationalism leading to mutual distrust. Mention other factors such as economic and military 
causes. 
Next, write about the German responsibility for the first world war. Mention is role in the war as well 
as the responsibility of the others in it. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with a balanced opinion on the German responsibility for the first world war. 
Introduction 

World War I occurred between July 1914 and November 11, 1918. By the end of the war, over 17 

million people would be killed including over 100,000 American troops. The reason why war 

erupted is actually much more complicated than a simple list of causes. While there was a chain of 

events that directly led to the fighting, the actual root causes are much deeper and part of continued 

debate and discussion. 

Body 

Causes that led to outbreak of World War I 

 Mutual Defense Alliances: Over time, countries throughout Europe made mutual defense 

agreements that would pull them into battle. These treaties meant that if one country was 

attacked, allied countries were bound to defend them. Before World War 1, the following 

alliances existed: 

o Russia and Serbia 

o Germany and Austria-Hungary 

o France and Russia 

o Britain and France and Belgium 

o Japan and Britain 

 Austria-Hungary declared war on Serbia, Russia got involved to defend Serbia. Germany 

seeing Russia mobilizing, declared war on Russia. 

o France was then drawn in against Germany and Austria-Hungary. Germany attacked 

France through Belgium pulling Britain into war. 

o Then Japan entered the war. Later, Italy and the United States would enter on the 

side of the allies. 
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 Imperialism: Before World War I, Africa and parts of Asia were points of contention among 

the European countries. This was especially true because of the raw materials these areas 

could provide. 

o The increasing competition and desire for greater empires led to an increase in 

confrontation that helped push the world into WW I. 

 Militarism: As the world entered the 20th century, an arms race had begun. By 1914, 

Germany had the greatest increase in military buildup. 

o Great Britain and Germany both greatly increased their navies in this time period. 

Further, in Germany and Russia particularly, the military establishment began to 

have a greater influence on public policy. 

o This increase in militarism helped push the countries involved into war. 

 Nationalism: Much of the origin of the war was based on the desire of the Slavic peoples 

in Bosnia and Herzegovina to no longer be part of Austria Hungary but instead be part of 

Serbia. 

o In this way, nationalism led directly to the War. But in a more general way, the 

nationalism of the various countries throughout Europe contributed not only to the 

beginning but the extension of the war in Europe. Each country tried to prove their 

dominance and power 

 Assassination of arch-duke: The immediate cause of World War I that made the 

aforementioned items come into play (alliances, imperialism, militarism, nationalism) was 

the assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand of Austria-Hungary. 

o This assassination led to Austria-Hungary declaring war on Serbia. 

o When Russia began to mobilize due to its alliance with Serbia, Germany declared 

war on Russia. 

o Thus began the expansion of the war to include all those involved in the mutual 

defense alliances. 

Germany’s role in causing world war-I 

 Germany played an important role. After the end of the Franco-Prussian War in 1871, 

Germany became a unified state. 

o It quickly became the largest industrial power in Europe. 

o This changed the balance of power and many of German’s neighbours became 

nervous. 

 Because of this tension, Kaiser Wilhelm I of Germany decided to form alliances in order to 

protect Germany and avoid a war on two fronts. 

 After several default alliances, the Triple Alliance, consisting of Germany, Austria-Hungary 

and Italy, was formed in 1882. 

 In 1907, after Germany challenged the naval supremacy of Great Britain, the Triple Entente 

was formed, comprising Britain, France, and Russia. 
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 The emergence of alliances was a major cause of the First World War, because it divides the 

European powers, making them rivals, and countries forced to participate in war if one of his 

allies were involved in the war, which could turn a small war into a large one. 

 In 1890, William II of Germany adopted Weltpolitik foreign policy to meet the colonial 

aspirations of Germany and created a strong navy and empire abroad. 

 This imperialist policy had a great impact on relations between Germany and other countries 

and led Germany into conflict with Britain because of colonial conflicts. 

Conclusion 

The two world wars were caused by several different factors and many countries participated in it. 

Several arguments exist as to who should be held responsible for the wars. World War I moved into 

full force from 1914 through 1918, ending when peace was brokered between the German and 

Central Forces and the Allied Powers with the signing of the Treaty of Versailles. However, this treaty 

forced punitive measures on Germany that further destabilized Europe and laid the groundwork for 

the start of World War II. By understanding the causes of World War I, historians can develop a keen 

comprehension of how and why this devastating conflict began. 

  

The post-Cold War period of relative peace and stability in Europe, anchored in liberal 

internationalism, was an aberration rather than a norm in the continent’s long history 

of conflicts. Comment. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Tough 
Reference: The Hindu 
Why the question: 
There are similarities between events in Europe today and what happened in the late 19th and early 
20th centuries. 
Key Demand of the question:   
To write about the constant conflicts and power struggle witnessed in Europe over the past couple of 
centuries. 
Directive word:  
Comment- here we must express our knowledge and understanding of the issue and form an overall 
opinion thereupon. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Start by giving context. 
Body: 
First, write about the various conflicts that have been constantly witnessed in Europe – beginning for 
seven years war, French revolution, Napoleonic wars, Bismarckian wars, World Wars and Cold war. 
Next, write about how the end of cold war paved way for liberal internationalism and it was 
aberration as clouds of imminent conflicts were always present. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by commenting on the nature European conflicts. 
Introduction 

Europe’s situation today is very similar to what it was during the great power rivalry. The balance of 

power crisis then led to two world-wars. Today the imbalance has driven Russia to invade Ukraine 

while the NATO powers are supporting Ukraine from the outside. It was only during the brief period 

of post-cold-war era there was America dictated peace in Europe when Russia was in shambles. 
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Body 

Conflicts of the past 

 There are similarities between events in Europe today and what happened in the late 19th 

and early 20th centuries. 

 What triggered the great power security competition in the run-up to the First World War 

was the phenomenal rise of Wilhelmine Germany as a military and industrial power and 

the regional hegemons’ response to it. 

 When Otto von Bismarck became the Minister-President of Prussia in September 1862, 

there was no unified German state. 

o Prussia was part of the loose, ineffective German Confederation. 

o Bismarck adopted an aggressive foreign policy, fought and won three wars — with 

Denmark, Austria and France — destroyed the confederation, established a stronger 

and larger German Reich that replaced Prussia. 

 It was on the foundation Bismarck built that Wilhelmine Germany turned to weltpolitik in 

the early 20 century, seeking global domination. 

 This eventually led to the two world wars where millions were killed and economy of the 

world stood shattered. 

Post Cold-war liberal internationalism: An aberration 

 The end of the Cold War was widely seen as ushering in a liberal world order. 

 Liberal states seemed to have triumphed over communism, liberal theories appeared 

vindicated while realism found itself in trouble, and liberal internationalist policies were 

expected to quickly realize liberal principles in all those parts of the world that had not yet 

fully embraced them. 

 It did not take long for these expectations to be frustrated. Even in the course of the 1990s, 

many of the policies designed to realize this vision—from democracy promotion through 

humanitarian intervention to neo-liberal economic policies—failed to achieve their aims. 

 There is significant overlap between the current debate on the crisis of liberal 

internationalism and American foreign policy—largely because the United States has been 

the leading liberal power in world politics during the twentieth century. 

 In addition, neo-liberal economic policies led in 2008 to a global financial crisi 

 Liberal internationalism, as observers widely agreed, was in crisis; some even argued that 

the liberal international ‘experiment has failed. 

Conflicts of present vis-a-vis the past 

 Revisionist power: If Germany was seen as a revisionist power back, then, Vladimir 

Putin’s Russia is today’s revisionist power in Europe. 

 NATO vs Russia: If Germany felt insecure by the Triple Entente, Russia has constantly voiced 

concerns about the eastward expansion of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO). 
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 West vs Russia: If the Entente countries looked at the rise of Germany as a threat to 

European power balance, the western alliance continued to see modern Russia as a security 

challenge, even after the collapse of the Soviet Union. 

o While NATO’s expansion deepened Russia’s security concerns, driving it into 

aggressive moves, Russia’s aggression has strengthened NATO’s resolve to expand 

further into Russia’s neighbourhood. 

 But one major difference between the era of Wilhelmine Germany and modern Russia is 

that there were no well-defined international laws in the 19th and early 20th centuries. 

o The international system has evolved ever since. But its basic instincts, as realists 

would argue, have not changed much. 

 Putin’s Russia is not the first country that violated the sovereignty of a weaker power and 

flouted international laws in the “rules-based” order. 

o Nor will it be the last. As the Athenians told the Melians during the Peloponnesian 

War, “the strong do what they can and the weak suffer what they must”. 

Conclusion 

There will not be peace in Europe unless either Russia accepts its diminished role and goes into 

another spell of strategic retreat (like it did after the disintegration of the Soviet Union), or Europe 

and the West in general accommodate Russia’s security concerns. Both look unrealistic as of today. 

This means that even if the war in Ukraine comes to an end, the security contest in Europe would 

continue. The post-Cold War period of relative peace and stability in Europe, anchored in liberal 

internationalism, was an aberration rather than a norm in the continent’s long history of conflicts. 

And what makes the latest round of great power rivalry more dangerous is that there are nuclear 

weapons on both sides. 

 

 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia


INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 

   

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips  Page 49 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia 

 

 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia


INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 

   

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips  Page 50 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia 

 

 

Salient features of Indian Society, Diversity of India. 

Explain the phenomenon of deglobalisation that is being witnesses across the world. 

What are the causes for it? Are there any positives for the Indian society in 

deglobalisation? (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: The Hindu 
Why the question: 
The phenomenon of “deglobalisation” has its regional implications too. Europe, once seen as a 
“poster child” for the virtues of regional integration, became the epitome of its limitations, since the 
“idea of Europe” crumbled quickly under the onslaught of the pandemic. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about deglobalisation, its causes and impact on the Indian society. 
Directive word:  
Explain – Clarify the topic by giving a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the 
context. You must be defining key terms wherever appropriate and substantiate with relevant 
associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Start by defining deglobalisation. 
Body: 
First, in the detail explain the carious facets of deglobalisation – economic and cultural. 
Next, write about the various factors leading to deglobalisation – pandemic, nationalism, shortages, 
lack of basic needs etc. 
Next write about the various positives and negatives of deglobalisation on the Indian society. 
Specifically highlight the various positives of deglobalisation – reduce income inequality, reduce 
environmental disequilibrium etc. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward to address the negatives. 
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Introduction 

The term de-globalisation is used by economic and market commentators to highlight the trend of 

several countries wanting to go back to economic and trade policies that put their national 

interests first. These policies often take the form of tariffs or quantitative barriers that impede free 

movement of people, products and services among countries. The idea behind all this protectionism 

is to shield local manufacturing by making imports costlier. 

Body 

Background 

 The COVID-19 pandemic is driving the world economy to retreat from global economic 

integration. 

 Policymakers and business leaders are now questioning whether global supply chains have 

been stretched too far. 

 In an environment where alliances are uncertain and international cooperation is absent, 

they are also asking whether they should reduce their economic interdependence. 

 National security and public health concerns are providing new rationales 

for protectionism, especially for medical gear and food, and an emphasis on domestic 

sourcing. 

Factors contributing to deglobalisation 

 Right wing politics in West: A surge in populist politics in Europe and the US has ridden a 

wave of opposition to globalized economies and international institutions such as 

the World Trade Organization (WTO) and NATO. 

 Brexit: Leaving the European Union (EU) is written into the constitutions of populist 

parties in countries such as Poland and Hungary. 

 Delegitimization of International Organizations: The United Nations (UN) is widely viewed 

as weak and deadlocked, and populist movements tend to ridicule the notion of belonging 

to an international community of nations. 

o International organizations have seen their reputations suffer, either condemned as 

too powerful or too weak. 

o The World Health Organization (WHO) struggled to drive an efficient response to 

the COVID–19 pandemic, in large part due to uncooperative governments. 

 Lockdown of national borders: The COVID-19 pandemic illustrates the danger of relying on 

global supply chains for essential medical supplies, while climate change demands 

reductions in the enormous carbon footprint of international trade. 

o India came up with self-sufficient ‘Atmanirbharta’ concept and so did many other 

nations. 

o Nations like Japan and India have joined hands to from SCRI – Supply Chain 

Resilience Initiative. 

Positives of deglobalisation 
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 Increased manufacturing: Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyaan will provide impetus for 

indigenous manufacturing and becoming self-reliant in products, so that dependency mainly 

on China is reduced. 

 Reduce income inequality: Deglobalization is successful if the goal is to reduce income 

inequality (the Gini coefficient falls by .005) and to increase the share of manufacturing in 

the Indian economy. 

o It also means that more jobs will be available for youth who are entering the work 

force. 

 India’s share in global trade: India, while protecting its national interests, has an 

opportunity to redefine the contours of global trade. Companies whose factories and units 

are in China, can be attracted towards India, which also offers alternative supply chain. 

 Trade agreement with UK and EU: With Brexit, India can renew its attempt to arrive at a 

free trade agreement with UK and reign in the trade opportunities. Similarly, India and EU 

have been negotiating a trade agreement that will propel the trade. 

o India, with its much-hyped demographic dividend, offers unparalleled markets to EU 

investors and an enabling FTA can accrue wide ranging economic gains to all 

stakeholders. 

 Pharmacy of the world: India stands to gain by becoming generic drug manufacturer, as well 

as vaccines and become net distributors of the same. India must focus on manufacturing 

API’s by reducing dependency on China and increase its production. 

Negative Impact of deglobalisation on Indian society 

 Impact on food security: Indonesia, the world’s top producer of palm oil which was 

indicted for driving destruction of its tropical forests, has now sent shock waves as it has 

banned exports of this cooking oil. 

o Ukraine is a supplier of wheat and the war has led to severe shortage in the globe. 

Same is the case with sunflower oil. 

o This impacts the food security in India. 

 High energy costs: It is fuelled partly because of the sanctions on Russian oil and gas that 

are driving the world to leapfrog to wind and solar. 

o But it is a fact that much of the rare earth minerals that will be needed to power this 

new energy future from petro to electro are controlled by the same countries that 

are in the non-democracy camp, from China to Russia. 

o India’s antagonism with China makes it harder for India in obtaining Lithium to 

achieve its FAME targets. 

 Reduced income: While a retreat into protectionism may improve income equality in some 

countries, it will reduce incomes of both the poor and the rich and poverty headcounts will 

be increased. 

 Political instability will rise in a majority of countries and the probability of interstate war 

will increase. 
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o These results suggest that it would be far better to deal with the negative aspects of 

globalization directly by improving trade adjustment assistance, providing more 

secure access to health care, and negotiating new international agreements that 

benefit all countries 

 Migration: De-globalisation with respect to the mobility of services and people can impact 

both the export of services, and the trend of Indians migrating abroad for higher education 

and jobs. 

 Climate change cooperation impacted: We are closing borders; shutting doors of global 

trade and, worse, dividing and polarising the world into camps of good versus evil. This, 

please remember, is happening at a time when climate change needs us to come together to 

cooperate and act globally. 

  

Conclusion 

Globalisation is likely to have peaked amid the rise of populism and protectionism as well as social 

and environmental challenges. The shifting trend from globalisation to regionalisation/localisation is 

creating opportunities in regional/local markets including mid- and small-caps. At the same time, 

deglobalisation also entails more political/geopolitical uncertainty, which could lead to market 

volatility. 

In a world where global trade and commerce is inevitable, protectionist policies of a few nations will 

only cause severe inequality. A middle ground is the need of the hour and a gated globalization 

could be the preferred option, with India paving the path for other nations to follow, in the decades 

to come. 

 

What are the causes of inequality in the Indian society?  Enumerate various steps that 

are needed ensure an equitable society. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: Live Mint 
Why the question: 
The Oxfam report shows that the bottom 50% of the Indian population’s income has come down to 
13.1% of the total from 20% in 1991. Meanwhile, the top 10%’s income, which averaged below 40% 
up to 1991, rose to 57.1%. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the causes of inequality and measurers needed to address it. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by defining inequality and cite statistic to show inequalities in the Indian society. 
Body: 
First, write about the various reasons for inequality in India – Historical reasons, poverty, informal 
employment, lack of social security, regional imbalances etc. Write about the impact of inequality in 
India. 
Next, write about the steps that are needed to address this and move towards a more equitable 
society. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
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Introduction 

In India there are many types of inequality but can be mainly categorised as economic and social 

inequality. The other types such as political and gender inequalities are extensions of socio-

economic inequalities. 

If we look at our own growth dividend from 1980 to 2016, a 66% share is estimated to have gone to 

the top 10%, 23% to the middle 40%, and the bottom 50%’s gain has been a measly 10%. This is a 

worrying statistic, showcasing gross inequality in India. 

Body 

Causes of Inequality in India 

 Historical reasons: Discrimination against certain sections of the society since historic times. 

This has affected their choice, opportunity, and accessibility to education, employment and 

health. Though policies like Reservation have been implemented since Independence, they 

were successful only in the economic and political sphere that too to a limited section of 

people but failed largely in social upliftment. 

 Gender inequality: Females were always treated to be subordinate and weaker to 

males. Girl education is considered to be a burden on the family and women have limited 

choices in employment. 

o Women comprise over 42 per cent of the agricultural labour force in the country, yet 

they own less than 2 percent of its farm land according to the India Human 

Development Survey (IHDS). 

o  

 Large-scale informal employment: 80% of the Indian labour force is employed in the 

informal sector. 

o Informal sector jobs are more insecure without regular pay and social security 

benefits. 

o This increases the wage gap between formal and informal sectors. 

o A huge proportion of the population is still dependent on agriculture but the share 

of agriculture to the total GDP is falling. 

 Inter-state inequalities: Growth has been different across sectors and regions. For 

examples, Green Revolution has disproportionately benefitted Western and Southern 

India when compared to Eastern India. 

 Globalization: Studies show that globalization and opening up the economy has benefited 

the rich more than the poor, thus raising the inequality. 

o Global platforms like WTO have resulted in increased trade competitiveness 

affecting the returns of local investors and producers. 

 According to the paper by famous Economist Thomas Piketty, tax progressivity which is a 

tool to contain the rise in inequality was progressively reduced. 
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o Wage inequality dispersion also increased in many sectors, as privatizations 

removed government-set pay scales, which were less unequal. 

 Lack of skill development and jobless growth: There is also no inclusive growth and the 

welfare schemes have not trickled down and benefitted the most vulnerable in the nation. 

Steps needed to ensure equitable society 

 Constitutional Provision: Enforcement of Constitutional Guarantee of equality as enshrined 

in fundamental rights. Articles 14, 15 and 16 form part of a scheme of the Constitutional 

Right to Equality. Article 15 and 16 are incidents of guarantees of Equality, and gives effect 

to Article 14. 

 Women Empowerment: For gender equality policies like affirmative action by reserving 

seats in legislatures, increasing reservation at Local self-government both at Urban and 

village level to 50% in all states, strict implementation of The Equal Remuneration 

act,1976 to remove wage gap, making education curriculum gender sensitive, raising 

awareness about women right, changing social norms through schemes like Beti Bachao Beti 

Padhao etc. 

 Progressive Taxes: Additional public resources for public services by progressive taxes on 

wealthy more and by increasing the effective taxation on corporations, more importantly 

broadening the tax base through better monitoring of financial transactions. 

 Economic Policies: By ensuring universal access to public funded high-quality services like 

public health and education, social security benefits, employment guarantee schemes; 

inequality can be reduced to great extent. 

 Employment Generation: The failure to grow manufacturing sectors like Textile, Clothing, 

automobiles, consumer goods etc. is the important reason of rising inequalities. 

o The Labor-intensive manufacturing has the potential to absorb millions of people 

who are leaving farming while service sector tends to benefit majorly urban middle 

class. 

Conclusion 

Inequality is corrosively divisive. A high level of inequality is anti-growth because the losers are 

prone to lack of trust and violence. Once it is clear that the dividends of economic growth are going 

to a relatively small group, opposition to growth can spring up. This can add to the existing fault lines 

in the society. The only way ahead is inclusive growth while ensuring Sabka Saath and Sabka 

Vikas in letter and spirit. 

 

As discrimination has an economic cost, ending harassments and exclusions at work 

against the LGBTQIA+ community is a vital step at their inclusion in the mainstream 

society. Comment. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: The Hindu 
Why the question: 
A document released on Wednesday by the International Labour Organisation (ILO) on “Inclusion of 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, intersex and queer (LGBTIQ+) persons in the world of work” 
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recommended member countries, employers’ organisations and representatives of workers to launch 
social protection programmes to remove barriers that LGBTIQ+ persons face in the society. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the discrimination and injustice faced by the LGBTQIA+ community at work and steps 
needed to end it. 
Directive word:  
Comment- here we must express our knowledge and understanding of the issue and form an overall 
opinion thereupon. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by stating that even though LGBTQIA+ people are given legal backing by abolishing section 
377, they are still at the bottom of the hierarchy when it comes to basic human rights within the unit 
of family and society. 
Body: 
First, state that the social media campaigns and corporate ads for an inclusive society with respect to 
LGBTQI+ community have only been to a limited urban population. Many LGBTQI+ persons and their 
families face the economic costs of their sexual orientation. 
Next, write about the steps that are needed to end their harassment and exclusion at work. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
Introduction 

A recent advisory from the National Medical Commission (NMC) emphasising the need to avoid 

derogatory references to the LGBTQIA+ community in medical textbooks or teaching methods has 

underscored the value of institutional awareness on issues concerning queer and trans people. The 

advisory came after the Madras High Court voiced concern over “unscientific and derogatory 

information” in some textbooks. 

Body 

Background 

 The Delhi High Court’s verdict in Naz Foundation vs Government of NCT of Delhi (2009) was 

a landmark in the law of sexuality and equality jurisprudence in India. 

 The court held that Section 377 offended the guarantee of equality enshrined in Article 14 

of the Constitution, because it creates an unreasonable classification and targets 

homosexuals as a class. 

 In a retrograde step, the Supreme Court, in Suresh Kumar Koushal vs Naz Foundation 

(2013), reinstated Section 377 to the IPC. 

 However, the Supreme Court in Navtej Singh Johar & Ors. vs Union of India (2018) declared 

that the application of Section 377 IPC to consensual homosexual behaviour was 

“unconstitutional”. 

 This Supreme Court judgment has been a great victory to the Indian individual in his quest 

for identity and dignity. 

Issues faced by LGBTQIA+ community in India 

 No legal recognition of marriage: Same-sex marriages are not legally recognized in India 

even though many countries like USA, UK have legalised it. 
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 Issue of rights: The rights enjoyed by opposite-sex couples are not enjoyed by same-sex 

couples. They are prohibited from those rights. For example- 

o The lack of a legal structure around their relationship became increasingly stark 

when they tried to bring each other on as nominees in insurance and financial 

plans, just as a married couple did. 

 Lack of family support: Lack of communication between LGBT children and the parents 

often leads to conflict in the family. 

o Many LGBT youths are placed in foster care or end up in juvenile detention or on 

the streets. 

o Most often than not, LGBTQ children from poor families are abandoned. They end 

up begging as there is no avenue for education or employment. 

o In some parts, secret honour killings are planned so that the only way for a young 

gay man to survive is to run away in the cover of the night to some city, with no 

money or social support. 

 Sanctioned rape: In other parts, lesbian women are subjected to family-sanctioned 

corrective rapes, which are often perpetrated by their own family members. 

o Village medics and babas often prescribe rape to cure lesbians of 

homosexuality. Refusal to marry brings more physical abuse 

 Education and health: The LGBTQ children are abandoned and marginalised, who end up 

being isolated by the rest of the society. They are denied the fundamental right of education 

as well as health. 

Time for changing the societal behaviour towards LGBTQ community 

 Change starts at school: Once educational institutions throughout the country, future 

generations will have a better chance of living up to the ideals of equality. 

o Each time a school or college decides to participate in LGBT activism, we come closer 

to bridging the gap between reality and a truly inclusive society. 

 Question the stereotypes: Bridging the gap between academic knowledge and everyday 

experience means we need people to question stereotypes. 

o Say, for example, the rampant telling of homophobic jokes. We need people to 

pause and ask what’s so funny about such an oppressive take. 

 Activism: Creating a critical mass of such an aware group is an important part of activism. 

o There must be awareness that such discrimination can impact their dignity and 

freedom. 

 Internet for the rescue: In the absence of family support, online groups and social media 

have offered accessible alternatives to form a community outside of family. Platforms 

like Gaysi and Gaylaxy, and publishers like Queer Ink have helped carve out spaces for LGBT 

people to interact, share and collaborate. 
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o Such spaces and platforms need to multiply to encourage more people to embrace 

their sexuality without the fear of backlash from the society. 

Conclusion 

The LGTBQ community needs an anti-discrimination law that empowers them to build productive 

lives and relationships irrespective of gender identity or sexual orientation and place the onus to 

change on state and society and not the individual. Government bodies, especially related to Health, 

and Law and Order need to be sensitised to ensure that the LGBTQ community is not denied public 

services or harassed for their sexual orientation. 

  

 

Role of women and women’s organization; population and associated issues, 

poverty and developmental issues, 

 Due to lack of stronger supportive infrastructure, women are faced with choice 

between career and familial responsibilities. Enumerate the measures that are 

required to overcome this trend. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: Indian Express 
Why the question: 
A recent international Deloitte survey reports how women’s workplaces are driving them out of full-
time jobs, while the pandemic years have only made things worse in terms of burnout and work/life 
balance. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the conflict between women’s career and familial responsibilities and steps needed to 
balance the both. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by giving context regarding the conflict between the work life balance faced by women. 
Body: 
First, write about the various causes behind this conflict – societal, attitudinal, lack of support etc. 
Next, write about the measures that are required in order to ensure a balance between the bot. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by writing a way forward to address this issue. 
Introduction 

While gender gaps in education and nutrition have been closing over time the disadvantaged 

position of women is very visible in the labour market. Women Labour force participation is only 

25% in India whereas the global average is 60%, to become world power, we cannot afford women 

to be out of service. 

Body 

Causes behind women facing conflict of choice between career and family 

There are non-economic, social and cultural factors over and above the economic factors. When 

increase in family incomes are there, due to the cultural factors, women leave the work to take care 

of the family. 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia


INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 

   

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips  Page 59 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia 

 Deep rooted patriarchy: The cultural baggage about women working outside the home is so 

strong that in most traditional Indian families, quitting work is a necessary precondition to 

the wedding itself. 

 Childcare responsibility solely on women: One big factor is maternity. Many women who 

join the workforce are unable to re-join after having a child. This is because, childcare is 

mainly seen as a woman’s job. 

 Bias at workplace against women: The landmark legislation, which entitles a woman to 26 

weeks of paid maternity leave is becoming a big hurdle. 

o As per a study this increased cost for companies and this may discourage them from 

hiring women. 

o Mothers are also not given preference because they are seen to take less official 

responsibilities due to family. 

 Safety: The safety in metropolitan, tier 1 and tier 2 cities is the major issue. Concerns about 

safety and Harassment at work site, both explicit and implicit. 

 Education: Higher Education levels of women also allow them to pursue leisure and other 

non-work activities, all of which reduce female labour force participation. 

o When income increases, men allow Indian women to withdraw from the labour 

force, thereby avoiding the stigma of working (cultural factors). 

 Insufficient availability of the type of jobs that women say they would like to do, such as 

regular part-time jobs that provide steady income and allow women to reconcile household 

duties with work. 

 Unpaid work: Social norms about household work are against women’s mobility and 

participation in paid work. Childbirth and taking care of elderly parents or in-laws account 

for the subsequent points where women drop off the employment pipeline. 

Measures that are required to overcome this trend 

 Emancipation of women: Creating safe workplaces to bring more women to labor force 

should take front seat. Better targeting of education and reducing digital divide in post 

pandemic world should become a priority. 

 Women Empowerment: Through education, women have better access and opportunities 

in the workforce, leading to increased income and less isolation at home or exclusion from 

financial decisions. 

 Removing work place bias against working mothers: Pregnancy discrimination, hiring of 

women based on skill and diversity hiring after career gap, should become a norm. 

 Sharing child care: Men should become equal participants in child care, as it should be. Child 

rearing is a shared responsibility. 

Conclusion and way forward 

 Existing patriarchal norms pose a significant constraint to the take-up of public or market 

services. 
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 Addressing the issue of childcare and flexible work could help initiate positive social norms 

that encourage the redistribution of unpaid care and domestic work burden. 

 A huge spectrum of women’s skilled but unpaid work contributes directly to the economy. 

Yet, its devaluation by not being accounted for ‘work’ weakens women’s status, leading to 

their vulnerability. 

 Sharing the responsibilities of childcare can be difficult in a culture where parental leave is 

given only to the mother. 

 This further reinforces the notion that unpaid care work is the sole responsibility of the 

women. 

 The government has a crucial role to play in promoting gender equality by ensuring equality 

of opportunity in public services. 

 However, these solutions will have a limited impact unless the behavioural change of each 

and every individual is targeted. 

  

 Evaluate the trends in the declining Total Fertility Rate (TFR) in India. Why is lower 

fertility rate and higher education rate among women not translating into paid jobs 

for women? (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: Indian Express , Live Mint 
Why the question: 
The recently released National Family Health Survey (NFHS-5) of 2019-2021 shows why. As per the 
survey, India’s total fertility rate now stands at 2. It was 3.2 at the turn of the century and 2.2 in 
2015-2016, when the last such survey was done. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the causes of falling TFR and the challenges it poses. Also, to write about why despite 
low fertility and high education are not being translated into meaningful jobs. 
Directive word:  
Evaluate – When you are asked to evaluate, you have to pass a sound judgement about the truth of 
the given statement in the question or the topic based on evidence.  You must appraise the worth of 
the statement in question. There is scope for forming an opinion here. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Briefly give context of India’s declining TFR. 
Body: 
First, write about the factors that have contributed to declining TFR are: Higher education, increased 
mobility, late marriage, financial independence among women and overall prosperity. 
Next, possible challenges that the falling TFR may lead to. Write about its various aspects. 
Next, write about why despite low fertility and more education still women are not taking up paid 
jobs – gender barriers, social barriers, skilling barriers etc. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by writing a way forward to address the above issues. 
Introduction 

Recently released data from National Family Health Survey’s fifth round (NFHS-5) reveal that 

India’s Total Fertility Rate (TFR) has decreased to 2.0 from 2.2 in the previous round. TFR is the 
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number of children born to a heterosexual couple during their reproductive life. Given that 2.1 is the 

figure at which the population is maintained at a stable level, taking into account the likelihood of 

some child deaths, the latest number suggests that the spectre of population explosion need no 

longer haunt India. 

Even as the goal of population stabilisation is being achieved, it is imperative that we invest in 

fostering the health and wellbeing of all our people, throughout their life course. Decline in fertility 

frees up funds for investment in development of our human resources. 

Body 

Trends in the declining Total Fertility Rate in India 

 NFHS-5 places the total fertility rate (TFR) at 2.0. known as replacement level of fertility. This 

decline is spread evenly across the country. 

o 28 states and UTs have a TFR of 9 or less, with seven below 1.6. 

o All southern states have a TFR of 1.7-1.8, similar to that of Sweden. 

 Even states that have not reached replacement fertility — Bihar and Uttar Pradesh — seem 

to be head in that direction. 

 Madhya Pradesh and Rajasthan that were part of the lagging states have 

achieved TFRs of 0. 

 With falling fertility (currently 2.0), the median age of India has risen from 24 years in 2011 

to 29 years now and is expected to be 36 years by 2036. 

o With a falling dependency ratio (expected to decrease from 65% to 54% in the 

coming decade taking 15-59 years as the working age population), India is in the 

middle of a demographic transition. 

TFR and paid jobs for women: correlation 

 Higher income: Disposable income is high when households have less children. This 

emancipates women from working especially in India where the stereotype of women taking 

care of household is high. 

 Unpaid work: Social norms about household work are against women’s mobility and 

participation in paid work. Childbirth and taking care of elderly parents or in-laws account 

for the subsequent points where women drop off the employment pipeline. 

 Education: Higher Education levels of women also allow them to pursue leisure and other 

non-work activities, all of which reduce female labour force participation. 

o When income increases, men allow Indian women to withdraw from the labour 

force, thereby avoiding the stigma of working (cultural factors). 

 Childcare responsibility solely on women: One big factor is maternity. Many women who 

join the workforce are unable to re-join after having a child. This is because, childcare is 

mainly seen as a woman’s job. 
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 Deep rooted patriarchy: The cultural baggage about women working outside the home is so 

strong that in most traditional Indian families, quitting work is a necessary precondition to 

the wedding itself. 

Impact of falling fertility rate 

 TFR lower than 2.1 children per woman — indicates that a generation is not producing 

enough children to replace itself, eventually leading to an outright reduction in population. 

 Thus, TFR lower than 2 (as it is the case in urban areas in India) has its own set of problems. 

o For example, Declining population will lead to an increase in the population of old 

aged people, as is happening in China. 

 The low Fertility Rates in India eventually will lead to a decline in population like in 

developed countries such as Japan, Germany, and Russia. Hence, the focus on limiting the 

family size can be reduced. 

Way forward 

 Better employment opportunities so that the limited working population will be skilled in 

the future. 

 Formulate policies to take care of higher medical costs as the population ages and 

productivity shrinks. 

 Provide an affordable social security system that provides pensions to the elderly and takes 

care of their daily needs and medical expenses. 

 States with higher fertility rates need to keep working on improving schooling, income 

levels, and reducing infant and neonatal mortality rates. 

  

Conclusion 

India is at a stage of demographic transition where mortality rates are declining and fertility rates 

would decline in the next two to three decades or so. This leads to a scope to cut population growth 

because India still has a positive growth rate, but our population policy should keep in mind the 

larger consequences of zero population growth. 

 

While many strategies have attempted to address some of the barriers contributing to 

poor maternal health outcomes and women’s utilization of maternal health services. 

It is often influenced by perceived sociocultural and economic operating at the 

community level as well as within the larger social environments. Analyse. (250 words)  
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: The Hindu 
Why the question: 
The recent round of the National Family Health Survey 2019-2021, shows that 3% of all pregnancies 
in India result in abortion. More than half (53%) of abortions in India are performed in the private 
sector, whereas only 20% are performed in the public sector — partly because public facilities often 
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lack abortion services. More than a quarter of abortions (27%) are performed by the woman herself 
at home. 
Key Demand of the question:   
To write about the barriers to maternal health services and steps needed to overcome them. 
Directive word:  
 Analyse – When asked to analyse, you must examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them in a summary. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start by giving context and statistics regarding accessibility for women in family planning and 
maternal health services. 
Body: 
First, give the various attempts at improving accessibility for women in family planning and maternal 
health services undertaken by the government in the last few years. 
Next, write about the various barriers which prevent women from availing these services and the 
impact of such barriers. 
Next, write about measures that are required in order to ensure safe family planning and maternal 
health services. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by writing a way forward. 
  

Introduction 

Women, pregnant people and transgender persons in India struggle every day to exert their choice 

about birthing and their bodily autonomy. According to the World Health Organization, six out of 10 

of all unintended pregnancies end in induced abortion. Around 45% of all abortions are 

unsafe, almost all of which (97%) take place in developing countries. 

Body 

Background: Family planning and maternal health 

 The recent round of the National Family Health Survey 2019-2021, shows that 3% of all 

pregnancies in India result in abortion. 

 More than half (53%) of abortions in India are performed in the private sector, whereas 

only 20% are performed in the public sector — partly because public facilities often lack 

abortion services. 

 More than a quarter of abortions (27%) are performed by the woman herself at home. 

 In another a fact-finding study published in The Lancet in 2018, 73% of all abortions in India 

in 2015 were medication abortions, and even though these may have been safe — many of 

these are illegal as per the MTP Act, if they occur without the approval of a registered 

medical practitioner. 

 Another 5% of all abortions were outside of health facilities with methods other than 

medication abortion. 

 These risky abortions are performed by untrained people under unhygienic conditions 

using damaging methods such as insertion of objects, ingestion of various substances, 

abdominal pressure, etc. 
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Barriers to women accessing maternal health services 

 Law/legislation: The MTP Act, first enacted in 1971 and then amended in 2021, certainly 

makes ‘medical termination of pregnancy’ legal in India under specific conditions. 

o However, this Act is framed from a legal standpoint to primarily protect medical 

practitioners because under the Indian Penal Code, “induced miscarriage” is a 

criminal offence. 

o This premise points to a lack of choice and bodily autonomy of women and rests 

the decision of abortion solely on the doctor’s opinion. 

 Not inclusive: The MTP Act also only mentions ‘pregnant woman’, thus failing to 

recognise that transgender persons and others who do not identify as women can become 

pregnant. 

 Not by choice: MTP Act does not recognise abortion as a choice, they need the approval of 

medical professionals even in the first few weeks of the pregnancy. 

 Stigma: Unmarried and transgender people continue to face stigma and can be turned away 

from health facilities, forcing them to resort to unsafe care. 

 Sexual offences: mandatory reporting requirements under the Protection of Children from 

Sexual Offences Bill (POCSO), 2011 law against child sexual offences, impact privacy and 

hinder access of adolescents to safe abortion 

 Contraception: many are still coerced into agreeing to a permanent or long-term 

contraceptive method as a prerequisite for getting abortion services. 

 Bias of healthcare providers: Health-care providers may impose their own morality by 

insisting on ‘husbands’ or ‘parental’ consent for abortion. 

Ensure safe family planning and maternal health services 

 Integrating family planning services into maternal health services can be an effective 

strategy for reducing unmet need, especially in situations where maternity care is a woman’s 

primary contact with the health care system. 

 Antenatal care provides an opportunity for postpartum family planning education, allowing 

women to establish healthy birth spacing practices. 

o This strategy also benefits women by increasing their participation in the workforce, 

which in turn raises household income and allows women to invest in themselves 

and their families. 

 Effective contraceptive measures and intrauterine programs especially targeting families of 

low-income group. 

o Government efforts must be localised through village family groups. Creation 

of Family welfare assistants to reach remote places and isolated families. 

 Community training: By training members of the village community, the government can 

also create village self-help groups. These groups can educate villagers on available birth 

control measures. 
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o In cities, areas should be identified with low-income families and trained health 

workers should be sent to spread awareness on other contraception methods. 

Conclusion 

There is an urgent need in our country to shift the discourse on abortions from just being a family 

planning and maternal health issue to one of a sexual health and reproductive rights issue. The 

situation in India shows that one law alone is insufficient and we must raise the bar on reproductive 

justice. We must improve our health systems to ensure good quality and respectful abortion care. As 

the focus on abortion rights in the U.S. rages, we call upon all to self-reflect and to stand in solidarity 

with people in the U.S. and other places where reproductive rights are in jeopardy. Reproductive 

injustice anywhere is a threat to the lives of people everywhere. 

Value addition 

Family planning initiatives in India 

 Mission Parivar Vikas: The Government has launched Mission Parivar Vikas for substantially 

increasing access to contraceptives and family planning services in146 high fertility districts 

with Total Fertility Rate (TFR) of 3 and above in seven high focus states. 

 New Contraceptive Choices: New contraceptives viz. Injectable contraceptive and 

Centchroman have been added to the existing basket of choices. 

 A new method of IUCD insertion immediately after delivery i.e.post-partum IUCD (PPIUCD) 

has been introduced. 

 Redesigned Contraceptive Packaging: The packaging for Condoms, OCPs and ECPs has now 

been improved and redesigned so as to increase the demand for these commodities. 

 Scheme for Home delivery of contraceptives by ASHAs at doorstep of beneficiaries. 

 Scheme for provision of Pregnancy Testing Kits in the drug kits of ASHAs for use in 

communities. 

 Family Planning Logistic Management and Information System (FP-LMIS): A dedicated 

software to ensure smooth forecasting, procurement and distribution of family planning 

commodities across all the levels of health facilities. 

 National Family Planning Indemnity Scheme (NFPIS) under which clients are insured in the 

eventualities of death, complication and failure following sterilization. 

 Ensuring quality of care in Family Planning services by establishing Quality Assurance 

Committees in all states and districts. 

Urbanization, their problems and their remedies.  

Analyse the role of public health engineering in ensuring clean water and sanitation as 

well as addressing the growing demands for water consumption and preservation in 

India. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: The Hindu 
Why the question: 
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As we confront public health challenges emerging out of environmental concerns, expanding the 
scope of public health/environmental engineering science becomes pivotal. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the role of public health engineering in achieving our developmental objectives. 
Directive word:  
Analyse – When asked to analyse, you must examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them in a summary. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by writing in brief about the scope of public health/environmental engineering science. 
Body: 
First, highlight that of public health/environmental engineering science will play a part in ensuring 
clean water and sanitation. Substantiate with examples. 
Next, write about the of public health/environmental engineering science role in meeting the 
growing demands of water. Mention ways to achieve that. 
Next, write about the other advantages of public health engineering. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by summarising. 
Introduction 

Public health/environmental engineering science is the application of science and engineering 

principles that provide a better environment, to give healthy water, air and land for human 

habitation and other living things, and to rehabilitate polluted areas. In addition, it focuses on 

finding appropriate solutions in the field of public health, such as arthropod-related diseases, and in 

enforcing laws that promote adequate sanitation in urban, rural, and recreational areas. It can play 

an important and significant role in solving environmental health issues. 

Body 

Importance of Public health engineering 

 It guides us on how our developmental and daily activities affect the environment and how 

we are affected by changes in environmental conditions. 

 It guides us to create a pollution free environment (which includes clean air, water, land and 

food) by adopting various methods of prevention and control of pollution. 

 It guides our natural resources such as water, forests, minerals and fossil fuels to be utilized 

in an efficient way, with maximum utility and minimum waste by adopting conservation and 

recycling strategies. 

 Adopts the above three characteristics, namely, knowing one’s environmental impact, 

prevention and control of pollution, and efficiently utilizing resources efficiently in daily 

activities to lead the general public in an environmentally friendly way. 

 It allows industries to operate in an environmentally friendly mode by adopting clean and 

efficient technology and installing pollution control systems. 

Role of Public health engineering in India 

 In India, public health engineering is executed by the Public Works Department or by health 

officials. 
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 Public health engineering’s combination of engineering and public health skills can also 

enable contextualised decision-making regarding water management in India. 

 For example, wastewater management systems, especially decentralised and onsite 

systems, have to be designed based on hydro-geological data and observations of climate 

patterns. 

 Given the population growth, diminishing resources and risky exploitation of natural 

resources, various State governments and not-for-profit organisations are looking to hire 

environmental engineers through whom public health problems can be addressed. 

 India aims to supply 55 litres of water per person per day by 2024 under its Jal Jeevan 

Mission to install functional household tap connections. 

 In this regard, expansion of the pipeline network, identification of sustainable sources of 

water which have water available year-round, installation of online systems for monitoring 

the quantity and quality of supply, and collection and treatment of wastewater become 

increasingly important. 

 The goal of reaching every rural household with functional tap water can be achieved in a 

sustainable and resilient manner only if the cadre of public health engineers is expanded and 

strengthened. 

Conclusion 

Thus, there is need for developing teaching and training of public health engineering or 

environmental engineering as an interdisciplinary subject. Public health institutes can play an 

important and significant role in this regard by engaging themselves in initiating specialized 

programs in this domain. 

Effects of globalization on Indian society  

What is hyper-globalisation? Examine its impact on in the Indian society with a special 

emphasis inclusivity and economic equality. What measures are needed to counter 

the risks posed by it? (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Tough 
Reference: Indian Express 
Why the question: 
Ukraine crisis forces rethink on hyper-globalisation. Nations need to de-risk against overdependence 
on few suppliers. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about hyper-globalisation, its impact on the society and measures needed to counter its 
impact. 
Directive word:  
Examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we must investigate the topic (content words) in detail, inspect 
it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so 
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
Structure of the answer: 
Begin the answer by defining hyper-globalisation. 
Body: 
First, write about the various features of hyper-globalisation citing a few examples. 
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Next, write about the impact of hyper-globalisation on the various aspects of Indian society – freer 
movement of goods, resources and enterprises, and ultimately more jobs, cheaper products and 
increasing economic growth, prosperity and wealth. Also, mention the negative impacts like – 
increasing inequalities, lack of opportunities, dependence and political disconnect etc. 
Next, write about the ways in which risks posed by hyper-globalisation could be overcome. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by writing a way forward. 
Introduction 

‘Hyper-globalisation’ is used to describe the dramatic increase in international trade witnessed for 

about a decade and a half from the early 1990s. It led to an unprecedented movement of capital 

and of people. It covers all three main dimensions of economic globalization, cultural globalization, 

and political globalization. 

Body 

Impact of hyper-globalisation on Indian Society 

 Economic inequality: Hyper Globalization is increasing the inequality around world. 

o GAFA (Google, Apple, Facebook, and Amazon) are the wealthiest companies in the 

world. The wealth created is enjoyed by only few individuals. 

o The increased income of persons with required new skills (such as knowledge of 

Artificial Intelligence) is far less than decreased income of unskilled person, leading 

to decrease in net prosperity. 

 FDI and investment: Some countries are unable to attract FDI, other developing countries 

who have the ability to attract FDI, are unable to maximise the benefits for indigenous firms. 

 Against the poor: WTO Agreement on Agriculture, are result of hyper globalism, which have 

capability to reduce the prosperity of farmers by limiting government’s support to them. 

 Intellectual property: Similarly, agreements such as TRIPS do not let all to enjoy the 

benefits of innovation there by reducing their chance to increase their prosperity. All these 

are threatening human prosperity directly or indirectly. 

 Ecology and indigenous people: Hyper globalism is also leading to increased extraction of 

raw materials, de-forestation without any value addition to indigenous people. Moreover, 

these people need to bear cost of resulting damage to ecology, increased pollution, hence 

reducing their prosperity. 

o This can be better understood when we look at the plight of millions of climate 

refugees from island nations etc. 

 Technological warfare: Technology is going to make warfare more dreadful. Buying and 

selling dangerous weapons is never as easy as it is in era of hyper globalism. 

o If at all war occurs, the damage to property is un-predictable. Eg: Russia-Ukraine 

war. 

o Moreover, if the money used for defence is used for welfarist policies, it would have 

helped the poor and destitute by making them prosperous. 
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 Overdependence and disruption: The increasing price risk due to disruption of supplies (eg 

crude oil and edible oil crisis due to Ukraine war) will have direct impact on poor due to 

inflation. 

o Eg: Dependence on API’s from China during Covid-19 pandemic and people running 

from pillar to post for common cold medicines. 

Measures needed to counter the risks 

 Reduce over-dependence: In the real world, countries need to de-risk against 

overdependence on few suppliers, especially of products entailing heavy foreign exchange 

outgo. 

o Halving import dependence in edible oils from the current 60-65 per cent is a goal 

worth pursuing, provided such Atmanirbharta does not degenerate into 

protectionism. 

o Domestic producers can be given one-time capital subsidy and tariff support based 

on long-term import parity pricing. 

 Domestic investment: When the global economy is sluggish, only domestic investment can 

move demand. 

o India has an intrinsic advantage of population and its vibrant domestic demand. 

o If enough manufacturing capacity as per the policy can be achieved, India can 

provide good market and employment its products and population. 

o Eg: PLI scheme for electronics. 

 Monetary policy: Appropriate monetary policy decisions should be made to boost 

investment. Moreover, reigning in inflation 

 Infrastructure: Any policy should be accompanied with public infrastructure especially 

the transport sectors which also increase would demand. This would also reduce cost of 

logistics and make Indian goods competitive in the global market in turn increasing India’s 

prosperity. 

Conclusion 

Hyper globalisation is not entirely detrimental to India, rather it has increased technology transfer 

and increased investment flow. India must reduce the risks to leverage the benefit of hyper 

globalism. Upskilling youth with new age technology can lead to reaping of rich demographic 

dividends while decreasing poverty. 

 

As with most technologies, there will be positive and negative impacts on society as 

artificial intelligence continues to transform the world that we live in. Examine. (250 

words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: Down to Earth 
Why the question: 
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It’s estimated artificial intelligence (AI) will add as much as $15.7 trillion (more than Rs 1214 lakh 
crore) to the global economy by 2030. If current trends continue, much of this new wealth will be 
owned and controlled by corporations and individuals based in China and the United States, as well 
as by the national governments that represent them. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the positive and negative impacts from AI on the society. 
Directive word:  
Examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we must investigate the topic (content words) in detail, inspect 
it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so 
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by giving context regarding AI and its role in Industry 4.0. 
Body: 
First, write about the positive impact of AI on the society – improve the efficiencies of our workplaces, 
avoid repetitive or dangerous tasks, it could increase happiness and job satisfaction, better 
monitoring and diagnostic capabilities in healthcare, solving crimes will be enhanced with artificial 
intelligence etc. 
Next, write about the negative impact of AI on the society – dangerous privacy risks, exacerbates 
racism by standardizing people, and costs workers their jobs, leading to greater unemployment etc. 
Substantiate with examples. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with a way forward on how to maximise positives and minimise negatives. 
Introduction 

New technologies like artificial intelligence, machine learning, robotics, big data, and networks are 

expected to revolutionize production processes, but they could also have a major impact on 

developing economies. The opportunities and potential sources of growth that, for example, 

the United States and China enjoyed during their early stages of economic development are 

remarkably different from what Cambodia and Tanzania are facing in today’s world. 

Body 

Impact of Artificial Intelligence on society 

 It’s estimated artificial intelligence (AI) will add as much as $15.7 trillion (more than Rs 1214 

lakh crore) to the global economy by 

 If current trends continue, much of this new wealth will be owned and controlled by 

corporations and individuals based in China and the United States, as well as by the 

national governments that represent them. 

 But technological superiority by great powers undermines the positive potential of AI 

for the majority of the world’s population, particularly in developing economies. 

 The US and China account for more than 94 per cent of funding for AI startups over the past 

five years, and half of the world’s hyperscale data centres. 

o The two countries possess roughly 90 per cent of the market capitalisation of the 

world’s 70 largest digital platforms, controlling a large proportion of cross-border 

data flows. 
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 Along with their allies, the nations that own and control AI platforms and the data that 

powers them stand to dominate the global economy for decades to come. 

 Experts in the field are also mostly from developed economies. 

o They enjoy a disproportionate representation in the industry bodies that develop 

the standards and technical protocols that shape the international regulations for 

AI, often at the expense of the differing needs of developing economies. 

 Over 160 sets of AI ethics and governance frameworks have so far been developed by 

policymakers, think tanks, and activists. Still, there are no platforms to coordinate these 

initiatives, or measures to ensure national governments align AI regulations and norms 

across international boundaries. 

 The growing divide has implications for developing economies marginalised by the 

emerging AI sector. 

Measures to prevent domination of few in AI field 

 A recently released report from a working group convened by the Paris Peace Forum says an 

open, international dialogue on equitable AI governance could help set up global 

regulations. 

o These would consider human rights and equal opportunities relevant to the needs 

of developing economies. 

o And address rapidly-increasing socioeconomic inequality, meeting the challenges 

of sustainable development while achieving robust economic growth, and 

dismantling the enduring structures of colonialism. 

 This dialogue aspires toward a set of universal AI principles developed by a transparent, 

informed, and widely recognised international process. They could serve as a reference 

point for policies and legislation across national contexts and eventually translate into 

enforceable standards. 

o For example, it would be sensible for governments in developing economies to 

ensure corporate accountability when they procure AI-based services. 

o Compulsory social impact assessment risk analysis for any AI services offered by 

foreign corporations is one solution. 

 Such approaches, including mandatory source code disclosures, can motivate compliance 

with domestic laws and protect rights while discouraging market abuses. 

o When source code is accessible to the public — and particularly to vigilant 

developers — platform owners are less likely to support designs that permit or profit 

from illegal activities. 

 Governments of developing economies can remedy the widening imbalance between data 

providers and data collectors by creating incentives for foreign tech companies to invest in 

domestic research and development facilities to amplify local AI capabilities. 
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 It is also important to deter ‘brain drain’, where top experts leave their homes to pursue 

international opportunities, by promoting incentives such as funds for innovation and R&D 

to retain and further develop domestic talent. 

o In an emerging AI economy, an exodus may prove particularly detrimental in 

exacerbating the financial imbalance between developed and developing 

economies. 

 Conclusion 

Policymakers should act to mitigate the risks posed by Artificial Intelligence revolution in developing 

economies, particularly in India. Especially in the face of these new technologically-driven pressures, 

a drastic shift to rapidly improve productivity gains and invest in education and skills development 

will capitalize on the much-anticipated demographic transition. The benefits of AI are plenty, but 

mitigating the potential harm is crucial. An international dialogue, focused on results, can create an 

equitable distribution of AI technologies. 

Social empowerment, communalism, regionalism & secularism. 

What do you understand by deglobalisation? Elaborate on the factors that 

contributing to it and its impact on the Indian society. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: Down to Earth 
Why the question: 
Insecurity in the supply of basic materials, from energy to food, is making countries shun global 
interdependence and shut doors. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about deglobalisation, its causes and impact on the Indian society. 
Directive word:  
Elaborate – Give a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the context. You must 
be defining key terms wherever appropriate and substantiate with relevant associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Start by defining deglobalisation. 
Body: 
First, write about the various factors leading to deglobalisation – pandemic, nationalism, shortages, 
lack of basic needs etc. 
Next write about the various positives and negatives of deglobalisation on the Indian society. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward to address the negatives. 
Introduction 

The term de-globalisation is used by economic and market commentators to highlight the trend of 

several countries wanting to go back to economic and trade policies that put their national 

interests first. These policies often take the form of tariffs or quantitative barriers that impede free 

movement of people, products and services among countries. The idea behind all this protectionism 

is to shield local manufacturing by making imports costlier. 

Body 

Background 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia


INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 

   

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips  Page 73 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia 

 The COVID-19 pandemic is driving the world economy to retreat from global economic 

integration. 

 Policymakers and business leaders are now questioning whether global supply chains have 

been stretched too far. 

 In an environment where alliances are uncertain and international cooperation is absent, 

they are also asking whether they should reduce their economic interdependence. 

 National security and public health concerns are providing new rationales 

for protectionism, especially for medical gear and food, and an emphasis on domestic 

sourcing. 

Factors contributing to deglobalisation 

 Right wing politics in West: A surge in populist politics in Europe and the US has ridden a 

wave of opposition to globalized economies and international institutions such as 

the World Trade Organization (WTO) and NATO. 

 Brexit: Leaving the European Union (EU) is written into the constitutions of populist 

parties in countries such as Poland and Hungary. 

 Delegitimization of International Organizations: The United Nations (UN) is widely viewed 

as weak and deadlocked, and populist movements tend to ridicule the notion of belonging 

to an international community of nations. 

o International organizations have seen their reputations suffer, either condemned as 

too powerful or too weak. 

o The World Health Organization (WHO) struggled to drive an efficient response to 

the COVID–19 pandemic, in large part due to uncooperative governments. 

 Lockdown of national borders: The COVID-19 pandemic illustrates the danger of relying on 

global supply chains for essential medical supplies, while climate change demands 

reductions in the enormous carbon footprint of international trade. 

o India came up with self-sufficient ‘Atmanirbharta’ concept and so did many other 

nations. 

o Nations like Japan and India have joined hands to from SCRI – Supply Chain 

Resilience Initiative. 

Impact of deglobalisation on Indian society 

 Impact on food security: Indonesia, the world’s top producer of palm oil which was 

indicted for driving destruction of its tropical forests, has now sent shock waves as it has 

banned exports of this cooking oil. 

o Ukraine is a supplier of wheat and the war has led to severe shortage in the globe. 

Same is the case with sunflower oil. 

o This impacts the food security in India. 

 High energy costs: It is fuelled partly because of the sanctions on Russian oil and gas that 

are driving the world to leapfrog to wind and solar. 
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o But it is a fact that much of the rare earth minerals that will be needed to power this 

new energy future from petro to electro are controlled by the same countries that 

are in the non-democracy camp, from China to Russia. 

o India’s antagonism with China makes it harder for India in obtaining Lithium to 

achieve its FAME targets. 

 Migration: De-globalisation with respect to the mobility of services and people can impact 

both the export of services, and the trend of Indians migrating abroad for higher education 

and jobs. 

 Climate change cooperation impacted: We are closing borders; shutting doors of global 

trade and, worse, dividing and polarising the world into camps of good versus evil. This, 

please remember, is happening at a time when climate change needs us to come together to 

cooperate and act globally. 

Conclusion 

Just as globalization reflects a process of increasing economic interdependency, deglobalization then 

marks a retreat from global economic integration. And there are indications this has been happening 

for some time already. The Great Recession, ensuing tariff-oriented protectionism, supply chain 

restructuring due to the pandemic, disintegration of interlinked commodity markets because of the 

Ukraine war are examples of a deglobalizing world. But globalisation will always remain relevant. 

The peak of globalization is well behind us but globalization progress is much slower than before, but 

we’re not in deglobalization era yet. 

  

Improved availability and access to assistive aids is quintessential to ensure 

improvements in the lives of the persons with disabilities. Discuss. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: The Hindu  
Why the question: 
More than 2.5 billion people need one or more assistive products, such as wheelchairs, hearing aids, 
or apps that support communication and cognition and yet a billion of them are denied access, 
particularly in low- and middle-income countries, where access can be as low as 3% of the need for 
these life-changing products, said a report released on Monday by the World Health Organisation 
and UNICEF. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the role of assistive aids in improving life of persons with disabilities. 
Directive word:  
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you must debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You must give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Start by giving statistic regarding persons with disabilities in India. 
Body: 
First, write about the various issues that the persons with disabilities face in ensuring normal lifestyle. 
Mention the various steps that have been take in this regard. 
Next, write about the difference that assistive aids can make in the lives of persons with disabilities. 
Conclusion: 
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Conclude by mentioning a way forward to ensure empowerment of the persons with disabilities. 
Introduction 

According to Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act, 2016, “Person with disability” means a person 

with long term physical, mental, intellectual or sensory impairment which, in interaction with 

barriers, hinders his full and effective participation in society equally with others. 

The 2011 Census puts the national estimate of the number of people with disabilities at 2.21% of the 

total population (26.8 million persons), including persons with visual, hearing, speech, locomotor 

and mental disabilities with the majority in the 19-59 age group. The country’s disabled population 

increased by 22.4% between 2001 and 2011 census periods; the total population increased by 

17.6% however.  

Body: 

 

  

Importance of Assistive Aids 

 It is estimated that approximately one in every 10 children in the world has a disability and 

less than 10% of children with disabilities in low-income countries go to school. 

 Around the world, an estimated 93 million children under the age of 15 are living with some 

kind of disability. 

 Besides poverty and prejudice, the lack of access to assistive technology, as well as 

inaccessible transport and school environments are major barriers, which restrict children 

with disabilities to access education and to participate in the community. 
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 Assistive technology is a life changer — it opens the door to education for children with 

impairments, employment and social interaction for adults living with disabilities, and an 

independent life of dignity for older persons 

Barriers to assistive products: 

 Lack of assistive products: 

o More than 2.5 billion people need one or more assistive products, such as 

wheelchairs, hearing aids, or apps that support communication and cognition. 

o Yet a billion of them are denied access, particularly in low- and middle-income 

countries, where access can be as low as 3% of the need for these life-changing 

products, according to report released by the World Health Organisation and 

UNICEF. 

o denying people access to these life-changing tools is not only an infringement of 

human rights, but it is also economically shortsighted. 

 Barriers to access and coverage, in the context of AT, is best understood as the 5Ps: 

o People: Related to age, gender, type of functional difficulty, location and 

socioeconomic status of those in need of AT. 

o Products: Range, quality, affordability and supply of assistive products continue to 

be enormous challenges. Quality and standards issues such as safety, performance 

and durability are key concerns. 

o Provision: Information and referral systems remain complex and services are not 

available across all geographies and populations. 

o Personnel: Significant workforce gaps are not just about numbers but adequate 

training and education too. 

o Policy: A survey of more than 60 countries reported at least one government 

Ministry or authority responsible for access to AT with almost 90% having at least 

one piece of legislation on access to AT; however, current levels of access imply a 

long road to universal AT access. 

 Poor implementation of policies and schemes hinders the inclusion of disabled persons. 

o Though various acts and schemes have been laid down with an aim to empower the 

disabled, their enforcement face many challenges. 

Way Forward: 

 The Assistance to Disabled persons for purchasing/fitting of aids/appliances (ADIP) scheme is 

being implemented by the Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment. 

 It aims to assist the needy disabled persons in procuring durable, sophisticated and 

scientifically manufactured, modern, standard aids and appliances that can promote their 

physical, social and psychological rehabilitation, by reducing the effects of disabilities and 

enhance their economic potential. 

 People with disabilities need to be better integrated into society by overcoming stigma 
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 State-wise strategies on education for children with special needs need to be devised. 

 There should be proper teacher training to address the needs of differently-abled children 

and facilitate their inclusion in regular schools 

 Further there should be more special schools and ensure educational material for 

differently-abled children 

 Safety measures like road safety, safety in residential areas, public transport system etc, 

should be taken up 

 Further, it should be made legally binding to make buildings disabled-friendly 

 More budgetary allocation for welfare of the disabled. There should be a disability budgeting 

on line of gender budget. 

 Proper implementation of schemes should be ensured. There should be proper monitoring 

mechanisms and accountability of public funds. 

Examine the impact that the Supreme Court judgement, essentially recognising sex 

work as ‘profession’ will have in ensuring dignity of sex workers and ending their 

abuse. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Tough 
Reference: The Hindu  
Why the question: 
With the Centre yet to come up with a law on sex workers, the Supreme Court, in exercise of its 
powers under Article 142, has issued a series of directions on their “rehabilitation”, including for 
sensitising police to treat sex workers with dignity and to avoid abusing them or subjecting them to 
violence. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about impact the SC judgement will have on life and livelihood of sex workers. 
Directive word:  
Examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we must investigate the topic (content words) in detail, inspect 
it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so 
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by giving context about the judgement of the SC. 
Body: 
First, write about the various issues faced by sex workers in India – conflation with trafficking, 
criminalising sex work, Violence, Violation of Human Rights of Sex Workers, Discrimination in Medical 
Facilities, issue with documentation etc. 
Next, write about remedial steps to be taken in this regard – access to basic service and 
facilities,  Fully decriminalise sex work and related activities, act against violence faced by sex 
workers, strengthen accountability of law enforcement, prevent trafficking etc. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by writing a way forward. 
  

Introduction 

With the Centre yet to come up with a law on sex workers, the Supreme Court, in exercise of its 

powers under Article 142, has issued a series of directions on their “rehabilitation”, including for 
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sensitising police to treat sex workers with dignity and to avoid abusing them or subjecting them to 

violence. 

Body 

Various issues faced by sex workers in India 

 Violence: Violence against sex workers in India is linked to the perception that they are 

criminals and not citizens. 

o This has led to systemic and systematic violations of human rights of sex workers, 

such as the right to life, dignity, equality, equal protection and due processes under 

the law. 

 Stigma: These workers are looked down upon and are easily prey to sexual assault, as 

they consent to sex work. They are often denied dignity and are ostracised from family as 

well as community. 

 Law and rights conflict: The Suppression of Immoral Traffic in Women and Children 

Act was enacted in 1956. 

o The Act represents the archaic and regressive view that sex work is morally wrong. 

o It perceives that the people involved in it, especially women, never consent to it 

voluntarily. 

 Lack of sensitivity in law enforcement: There is little appreciation amongst police of 

the contexts and factors affecting sex workers lives, hence they ignore complaints related 

to family and partner violence; instead offering advice to women about stopping sex work 

and settling domestic matters amicably. 

 Raids and human rights issues: Perhaps the most widespread human rights abuse emerges 

from the rescue and rehabilitation interventions. 

o Eg: In 2012, an operation was carried out over three or four days in a red light area 

called Simplex building in Mumbai and over 200 women were “rescued” and sent to 

“correction homes”. 

Remedial steps to be taken in this regard 

 The Supreme Court, in Buddhadeb Karmaskar v. State of West Bengal (2011), opined 

that sex workers have a right to dignity. 

 Parliament must also take a re-look at the existing legislation and do away with the ‘victim-

rescue-rehabilitation’ narrative. 

 The country must thus rethink sex work from a labour perspective and guarantee basic 

labour rights to sex workers. 

 Trafficking is a criminal offense and should not be conflated with sex work. 

o Trafficking of Adult Persons and Trafficking of Children should be dealt with under 

two separate laws to ensure that consenting adults are not infantilised and children 

are given justice. 

 Shut down compulsory detention or rehabilitation centres for people involved in sex work. 
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o Instead, provide sex workers with evidence-based, voluntary, community 

empowerment services. 

  

 

Conclusion 

Article 21 envisages right to dignity to every human being. Trafficking and sex-work must be de-

lineated and law enforcers must be sensitised in handling such cases. Sex-workers must be treated 

with dignity and respect while providing them all the necessary support. The root of all problem is to 

address what pushes people to take up sex-work and that is poverty and compulsion to work in 

prostitution. 

Salient features of world’s physical geography. 

Deltas around the world play a significant role in providing local, regional and global 

human communities with agricultural and fisheries resources. Elaborate. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Easy 
Reference: Insights on India 
Why the question:  
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the ecological and economical importance of deltas and threats posed to human 
activities to it. 
Directive word:  
Analyse – When asked to analyse, you must examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them in a summary. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Start by defining the landform of Delta. 
Body: 
First, mention about the diversity of deltas and the reasons therefor. 
Next, write about the economic significance of deltas across the word. Cite examples. Next, write 
about the ecological significance of deltas with examples across the world. 
Finally, mention how anthropogenic activities are negatively affecting deltas – cite facts and 
statistics. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by suggesting steps protect deltas. 
Introduction 

A river delta is a low-lying plain or landform that occurs at the mouth of a river near where it flows 

into an ocean or another larger body of water. It is a “depositional feature” of a river in its senile or 

old stage. These are wetlands that form as rivers empty their water and sediment into another body 

of water, such as an ocean, lake, or another river. Deltas’ greatest importance to human activities, 

fish and wildlife lay in their characteristic highly fertile soil and dense, diverse vegetation. 

Body 
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Importance of deltas 

 River deltas do not cover much actual land area. However, they tend to host many resources 

that both people and animals rely on; some river delta areas host millions of people. 

 River deltas provide food, ports and transportation for many countries. 

 River deltas are important in human civilization, as they are major agricultural production 

centers and population centers. g.: rice growing belts in Godavari delta region of Andhra 

Pradesh. 

 River deltas are some of the most biologically productive places in the world. 

 The soil tends to be rich, and plants flourish there. 

 River deltas support fish nurseries, fisheries, crustaceans, forests and crops such as tea and 

rice. 

 Ecosystems like wetlands and mangrove forests depend on a stable river delta. 

 Animals like birds, insects and sometimes even large predators rely on the ecosystem of a 

delta. 

 As such, it is essential that these unique and beautiful havens of biodiversity remain as 

healthy habitat for the many species of plants, animals, insects, and fish — some rare, 

threatened or endangered — which call them home. 

 Deltas provide coastline defence and can impact drinking water supply. 

 The Mississippi River Delta, for example, buffers the impact of potentially strong hurricanes 

in the Gulf of Mexico. 

 River deltas are one of nature’s cleanup crews. 

 The deltas work to absorb storm and flood runoff as well as to clean water traveling through 

them. 

Conclusion 
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Thus, there is a delicate struggle between preserving natural ecosystems and using the planet’s 

resources that must be maintained on the deltas of the world. 

  

What are mesoscale winds? What are the factors affecting their formation? Explain 

their impact on local climate. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: Insights on India 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about mesoscale winds/ local winds and their impact on local climate. 
Directive word: 
Explain – Clarify the topic by giving a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the 
context. You must be defining key terms wherever appropriate and substantiate with relevant 
associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Start by defining mesoscale or local winds and their features. 
Body: 
First, write the major mesoscale/ local winds witnessed across the globe and factors affecting their 
formation. 
Next, write their impact of livelihood of the people – positive impact – influencing climate, agriculture 
etc. Cite examples for the same. 
Next, write the negative impact of the local winds – destruction of crops, extreme conditions. Cite 
examples for the same. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by mentioning ways to adapt to the negative impacts. 
Introduction 

Mesoscale or Local winds usually occur on a small spatial scale, their horizontal dimensions typically 

several tens to a few hundreds of kilometres. They also tend to be short-lived lasting typically several 

hours to a day. There are many such winds around the world, some of them cold, some warm, some 

wet, some dry. There are many hazards associated with the winds. 

Body 
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Types and Impact of local winds on the weather: 

Periodical winds: The winds originating from diurnal temperature and pressure variation are known 

as Periodical and they generally complete their cycle in a day/ 24 hour like Land & Sea Breeze and 

Mountain & Valley Breeze. 

Land and Sea Breeze: Land and Sea Breeze is generated by the diurnal variation of pressure. Due to 

this reason, the Land and Sea Breeze are sometimes known as diurnal Monsoon. 

Land Breeze: 

 At night reversal of sea breeze may occur but with somewhat weaker characteristics as the 

temperature and pressure gradient are less steeper during the night. 

 During night land breeze is established since land cools to a temperature lower than the 

adjacent water setting up a pressure gradient from land to sea 

 The horizontal and vertical extent of the Land Breeze helps in moderation of temperature of 

a coastal area during night-time as it maintains regular circulation 

 Land Breeze usually attains its maximum intensity in the early morning hours and dies out 

soon after sunup. 

 

Sea Breeze: 

 The sea breeze develops along seacoasts or large inland water bodies when the land heats 

much faster than the water on a clear day and a pressure gradient is directed high over the 

water to low over the land. 

 Impact of Sea breeze rapidly declines landward and impact is limited to 50km. 

 Land- Sea Breeze system is very shallow as the average depth of the land and sea breeze, 

varies from 1000-2000M in tropical regions and over the lakes, the depth is even lesser. 

 Sea Breeze brings cool marine air and thus help in moderation of coastal temperature and 

due to the sea breeze, coastal regions record a drop of 5-10 0C in their temperature 
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 It also frequently causes late afternoon rainfall in these coastal areas, particularly during 

summer. 

 Due to the location nearer to the lakes, places experience the Lake Effect like Chicago, due 

to its location near a lake presents a typical example of lake effect- where lakeside areas are 

cooler than the much warmer outlying areas in the summer. 

 

Mountain and Valley Breeze: These winds develop over areas with large differences in relief and 

majorly caused by the temperature gradient that exists between Mountain Slopes and valleys. 

Valley Breeze: 

 Due to the intense insolation during the daytime, the slopes of the mountain heat up rapidly 

but the free atmosphere above the lowlands is not heated to some extent. 

 As the valleys receive comparatively lesser insolation so relatively high pressure sets up in 

the valleys while along the mountain slopes due to more heating the warm air is uplifted, 

and low pressure sets up. 

 Thus, the air moves from the Valleys towards the slopes (High pressure to the low pressure) 

and this upslope movement of air is known as valley breeze. 

 Valley breezes are also known as Anabatic Wind. 

 Weather associated with the Valley Breeze 

 This type of upslope winds in the Mountainous region may cause occasional and afternoon 

thundershowers on warm and humid days. 

 Sometimes, the valley breezes are also accompanied by the formation of cumulus cloud near 

mountain peaks or over slopes and escarpments. 

Mountain Breeze: 
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 On mountainsides under the clear night sky, the higher land (upslope land) radiates heat and 

is cooled and in turn cools the air in contact with it. The cool denser air flows down the 

mountain slope due to the pressure difference since the valley is warmer and at relatively 

lower pressure. 

 This flow of the air is termed as Mountain Breeze and they are also known as Katabatic wind. 

 Weather associated with the Mountain Breeze 

 By the morning the mountain breeze produces temperature inversions and valley bottom 

becomes colder than the Mountain Slopes. 

 Thus, the valley floors are characterised by frost during the night while upper part/ hillside 

are free from frost in cold areas. 

Non-Periodical winds: Only present during a season and are classified as Hot and Cold Winds. 

Hot Local Winds: Hot Local winds are produced generally by the mechanism of downslope 

compressional heating also known as adiabatic heating. The examples of the Hot Local Winds include 

Chinook, Harmattan, Foehn, Sirocco, Norwester, Brickfielder, Khamsin, Santa Ana, Loo etc. 

 Chinook: 

o These are warm and dry winds blowing on the eastern slopes (leeward side) of the 

Rocky Mountain. They are the result of adiabatic heating which occurs due to 

downslope compression on the leeward side, as the mountain barrier creates 

frictional drag which tends to pull the air from the higher level down on the leeward 

and air forced down is heated adiabatically and at the same time its relative 

humidity is also lowered. 

o The temperature in Chinook is so warm that it can remove the underlying snow 

cover/ice and sometimes these winds are so dry that in spite of their below freezing 

temperatures the entire snow cover on the ground disappears, by process of 

sublimation. Thus, these winds are also known as Chinook, which literally means 

‘Snow Eater’. 

o Ordinarily, a Chinook wind is accompanied by the cyclonic activity which produces 

Cloud and precipitation on the windward side of the Rocky Mountain Range. 

o The latent heat released into the air through the condensation process warms the 

air and which passes across the mountain range and since the air has lost its 

moisture it becomes drier. 

o During winter Great Plain of North America are very cold and frozen, Chinook with 

its arrival increase the temperature and bring relief to the people and at the same 

time, the rise in temperature due to Chinook also helps in early sowing of spring 

wheat in the USA. 

 Foehn: 

o Foehn is dry and warm wind resulting due to adiabatic heating on the leeward side 

of the Mountain range. 
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o These winds are more common on the northern side of Alps in Switzerland and with 

the arrival of these winds, there is a rapid rise in temperature. 

o The low relative humidity and high temperature are due to the adiabatic heating of 

the down-slope winds 

o The Foehn winds are present throughout the winter and due to the presence of such 

winds the temperature increases, and valleys of Switzerland are called ‘Climatic 

Oasis’ during the winter season 

 Harmattan: 

o These hot and dry wind originate from the Sahara Desert and blow towards the 

Guinea coast of Africa. 

o Due to their journey over the Sahara Desert, these winds become extremely dry and 

as they pass over the Sahara Desert, they pick up more sand especially red sand and 

turn dusty. 

o As these winds arrive in the western coast of Africa, the weather, which is warm and 

moist before its arrival, turns into pleasant dry weather with low relative humidity, 

thus bringing great relief to the people. Due to this reason, they are also known as 

“doctor” winds in the Guinea coast area of Western Africa 

 Loo: 

o It originates from the Thar desert and has north-westerly to a westerly direction. 

o They dominate during early summer in the months of March to May and create heat 

waves like condition in Northern India and adjoining parts. 

o They have desiccating effects and are considered as environmental hazards. 

Cold Local Winds: Cold local winds are dust-laden winds and as they have a temperature below 

freezing point, they create Cold Wave condition. The examples of Cold Local winds include-Mistral, 

Bora, Northers, Blizzard, Purga, Laventer, Pampero, Bise etc. 

 Mistral: 

o It is a cold and dry wind which blows in the Spain and France from North-west to 

South-East direction, mostly occur during winter months. 

o Due to the presence of the Rhome River, these winds are channelized into the 

Rhome valley due to which they become extremely cold. 

o As they pass through the narrow Rhome Valley, they turn into stormy northerly cold 

winds 

o Such stormy cold northerly winds cause a sudden drop in temperature to below 

freezing point. 

 Bora: 

o These are cold and dry north-easterly winds which blow from the mountains 

towards the eastern shore of Adriatic Sea. 
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o Bora is more effective in North Italy since here it descends the southern slopes of 

the Alps, although due to descend it gets adiabatically heated still its temperature is 

very low in comparison to the coastal area and these are the typical example of fall 

winds. 

o Bora has often associated with the passage of a temperate Cyclone and at times the 

Bora winds themselves attain the hurricane force at the foot of the mountain and 

may cause disastrous impacts on properties. 

 Blizzard: 

o Blizzard is cold, violent, powdery polar winds (pick dry snow from the ground) 

o They are prevalent in the north and south polar regions, Canada, USA, Siberia etc. 

Due to the absence of any east-west Mountain barrier, these winds reach to the 

southern states of USA. 

Conclusion 

Local differences of temperature and pressure produce local winds. Such winds are local in extent 

and are confined to the lowest levels of the troposphere. 

  

 Enumerate the highly diverse relief of Ocean floor. Discuss why the Continental 

shelves are highly productive marine ecosystems. (250 words) 

Difficulty level: Easy 
Reference: Insights on India 
Why the question:  
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1 and mentioned as part of 
Mission-2022 Secure timetable. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Describing the relief features of the ocean floor and stating the reasons of high productivity of 
continental shelves. 
Directive word:  
Enumerate- To list down all the related topics/details of a given topic. 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you must debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You must give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Start by briefly mentioning about relief of the ocean floor and its divisions. 
Body: 
In the first half of the body, continue by explaining ocean relief. Outline the major divisions of the 
relief floor and describe them. Use diagrams for better representation purpose. 
Next, Mention the minor relief features of the ocean floor and explain them. 
In the second part of the body, discuss in detail the reasons for high productivity of the continental 
shelves like high nutrient load, vertical stability and shallowness etc. . 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by further summarising the overall economic importance of continental shelves. 
Introduction 
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Water covers 70% of the earth’s surface in which only 3% are fresh water (Of this, 2% is in polar ice 

caps and only 1% is usable water). Oceans make up around 67 percent of the Earth’s surface. The 

relief features of the oceans are quite different from the continental features because the Oceanic 

crust is less than 60-70- million years old whereas continental features are of Proterozoic age which 

is over 1 billion years old. The Oceanic relief features are in the form of mountains, basins, plateaus, 

ridges, canyons and trenches beneath the ocean water. These forms are called Submarine Relief. 

Body 

  

Ocean relief is largely due to tectonic, volcanic, erosional and depositional processes and their 

interactions. Ocean relief features are divided into major and minor relief features. 

Major Ocean Relief Features: There are four major divisions in the ocean relief 

 Continental shelf 

o There is no clear or well-defined line separating oceans from continents. 

o Infact, continents do not end abruptly at shoreline. 

o They slope seaward from the coast to a point where the slope becomes very steep. 

o The shallow submerged extension of continent is called the continental shelf. 

o The depth of this shallow sea water over the continental shelf ranges between 120 

to 370 metres. 

o The width of the continental shelf varies greatly ranging between a few kilometres 

to more than 100 kilometres. 

 Continental slope & Continental rise 

o The continuously sloping portion of the continental margin, seaward of the 

continental shelf and extending down to the deep-sea floor of the abyssal plain, is 

known as continental slope. 

o It is characterized by gradients of 2.5 degrees. 

o It extends between the depth of 180 to 3600 metres. 

o In some places, for example, off the shore of Philippines, the continental slope 

extends to a great depth. 

o Continental slopes, mainly due to their steepness and increasing distance from the 

land have very little deposits of sediments on them. 

o Sea life is also far less here than on the shelf. 

o Along the base of the continental slope is a deposit of sediments. This belt of 

sedimentary deposits form the continental rise. 

o In some regions the rise is very narrow but in others it may extend up to 600 km in 

width. 

 Deep Sea Plain or Abyssal plain 
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o Abyssal plains are extremely flat and featureless plains of the deep ocean floor. 

o In fact, the abyssal plains are likely the most level areas on the earth. 

o Abyssal plains covering a major portion of ocean floor between the depth of 3000m 

to 6000m. 

o They were once regarded as featureless plains but modem devices have shown that 

they are as irregular as the continental plain or surface. 

o They have extensive submarine plateaus, hills, guyots and seamounts. 

o The floor of the abyssal plain is covered by sediments. 

 Ocean deeps 

o The ocean deeps are the deepest part of the ocean. 

o They are long, narrow, steep sided and flat-floored depressions on the ocean floor. 

o They are generally called submarine trenches. 

Factors that make continental shelves one of the highly productive ecosystems: 

 The continental shelf is geologically defined as the submerged prolongation of the land mass 

of the coastal State, consisting of the seabed and subsoil of the shelf, slope, and rise. It does 

not include the deep ocean floor. 

 Despite their small size in both areal extent and volume, the waters over continental shelves 

are usually rich in nutrients, which in turn make them among the most biologically 

productive areas of the oceans. 

 Water depth over the continental shelves averages about 60 meters (200 feet). 

Sunlight penetrates the shallow waters, and many kinds of organisms flourish—

from microscopic shrimp to giant seaweed called kelp. Ocean currents and runoff from rivers 

bring nutrients to organisms that live on continental shelves. 

 Plants and algae make continental shelves rich feeding grounds for sea creatures. 

 Accordingly, about 90% of the world’s fisheries production is harvested over the continental 

shelves. 

 One of the reasons for this higher productivity is the increased nutrient loads via runoff from 

the continental landmasses (mostly by rivers), however many shelf areas receive significant 

nutrients from upwelling of deeper ocean waters. 

 Continental shelf waters also tend to have food chains with fewer trophic levels, and on 

average support larger fish. 

Conclusion 

The Continental Shelf of the Indian Ocean is economically very significant for people. Indian Ocean is 

an “ocean of economic opportunities” for India. The security threats posed by State and non-state 

actors are impeding the progress. The Government initiatives like SAGAR, IORA, Sagarmala etc. 

should ensure that the fruits of Blue Economy is well reaped. 
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What are the various factors that affect the formation of Savanna type of climate? 

Examine the various threats to Savanna biomes. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: Insights on India 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the various factors favouring the formation of Savanna type of climate and threats to 
them. 
Directive word:  
Examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we must investigate the topic (content words) in detail, inspect 
it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so 
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Give a brief about Tropical savannas or grasslands that they are associated with the tropical wet and 
dry climate type. 
Body: 
First, write about the factors conducive for Savanna type of climate – tropical regions 8° to 20° from 
the Equator, warm to hot, the dry season is associated with the low sun period etc. 
 Next, mention that the Savanna climate provides for a diverse vegetation such as grasslands, hardy 
weather proofed trees and diverse fauna and mention different Savanna regions such as East African, 
Llanos, Pampas etc and how they differently impact their ecology. 
Next, mention the various threats such as water logging, fire, drought, grazing etc. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by stating that in the present context of Climate change it is imperative to address the 
threats faced by the Savannas and ensure ecological balance. 
Introduction 

Savanna regions have two distinct seasons – a wet season and a dry season. There is very little rain 

in the dry season. In the wet season vegetation grows, including lush green grasses and wooded 

areas. As you move further away from the equator and its heavy rainfall, the grassland becomes 

drier and drier – particularly in the dry season. 

Body 

Savanna biomes 

Savannas – also known as tropical grasslands – are found to the north and south of tropical 

rainforest biomes. The largest expanses of savanna are in Africa, where much of the central part of 

the continent, for example Kenya and Tanzania, consists of tropical grassland. Savanna grasslands 

can also be found in Brazil in South America. 

Various factors that affect the formation of Savanna type of climate 

 Savanna type of climate is located between 5°-20° latitudes on either side of the equator. 

 Thus, savanna climate is located between equatorial type of climate (Af) and semi-arid and 

subtropical humid climate. 

 In other words, this climate is located between equatorial low pressure belt or rain 

producing inter-tropical convergence and subtropical high pressure belt. 
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 The regions of Savanna climate are affected by low and high pressure systems in a year. 

 Due to northward migration of the sun during summer solstice (21 June) the equatorial low 

pressure belt and doldrum are shifted northward and thus Savanna climate comes under the 

influence of Inter Tropical Convergence (ITC) which is associated with atmospheric 

disturbances (cyclones) which yield rains. 

 Due to southward migration of the sun during winter solstice (23 December) Savanna 

climatic zone comes under the influence of subtropical high pressure belt and thus 

anticyclonic conditions dominate the weather and bring dry conditions. 

 The descending stable winds under anticyclonic conditions cause dry conditions. 

 Besides, the coastal areas are affected by local winds and sea breezes. 

 Eastern coasts are influenced by trade winds. Strong and high velocity tropical cyclones 

dominate the weather conditions during warm season. 

 It is apparent that the Savanna type of climate is induced due to the introduction of wet 

summer and dry winter seasons because of northward and southward migration of the sun 

respectively. 

 Since the Savanna climate is located between equatorial wet and tropical dry climates and 

hence there is gradual variation in weather conditions away from the equator as the aridity 

increases poleward. 

Various threats to Savanna biomes 

 Anthropogenic activities 

o Unsustainable water usage and irrigation methods could potentially dry up life-

giving rivers and water holes. 

o In regions where indigenous people regularly include bushmeat – wild meat – in 

their diet, ungulate populations have dropped at noticeable rates. 

o Some savanna wildlife is also hunted as trophies; black rhinoceroses, in particular, 

are hunted for their valuable horns. 

o Even some plant species are over-harvested due to their commercial value. 

o Carvings made from African Blackwood, a savanna tree, are often sold at tourists’ 

markets. 

 Agriculture, drought and Heavy Grazing 

o Agriculture is another environmental threat to the savanna. Large areas of land are 

being cleared to grow crops and farm livestock. The livestock competes with local 

animals for grazing and can decimate the natural ecosystem. 

o Prolonged, severe drought has a dangerous effect on a savanna ecosystem, with 

grazing patterns exacerbating this effect. 

o The combination of severe drought and grazing can change a grassland of primarily 

edible, perennial grasses to a savanna dominated by inedible grasses and plants. 
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 Desertification 

o Tropical savannas often border on arid, desert regions, and the spread of desert-like 

conditions into dry grassland areas is called desertification. 

o This threat to a savanna ecosystem include effects caused by climate change, 

farming practices, overgrazing, aggressive agricultural irrigation, which lowers the 

level of the water table away from plant roots, deforestation and erosion. 

o Each year, over 46,000 square kilometers of African savanna becomes desert. 

 Carbon Emissions 

o A 2012 survey attributed large increases in woody plant mass to the “CO2 

fertilization effect.” The authors posited that the increase in the rate of woody plant 

growth was caused by increasing atmospheric carbon dioxide. 

o A dramatic increase in the amount of trees and shrubs could threaten the entire 

savanna ecosystem, as these plants use more water than grasses. 

Conclusion 

While forests are undoubtedly great carbon sinks, grasslands are not all that far behind. Studies 

reveal that restoring grasslands is an immensely effective and economical way to combat climate 

change, as these landscapes store large amounts of carbon below ground. When a nuanced and 

informed understanding of the importance of grasslands filters into conservation and climate change 

policies, it will be win-win for pastoralists, grassland biodiversity, and the planet. 

  

What is the “Ring of Fire”? Why is the Ring of Fire the most seismically and 

volcanically active zone in the world? (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Easy 
Reference: Insights on India 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write the reasons for the frequent earthquakes and volcanic activity in the Circum-pacific belt. 
Directive word:  
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you must debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You must give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by defining what is Ring of fire and cite statistic related to the volcanism and earthquake in the 
region. 
Body: 
First draw small, neat diagram of Ring of Fire and show its location, shape, and characteristics. 
Next, discuss the formation of the Pacific Ring of Fire and explaining the reason behind its active 
state due to which it hosts the largest number of active volcanoes of the world, its association with 
plate tectonics. Give some of the important geological features associated with it. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by stating relevance of the geographical feature to the world physiography. 
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Introduction 

The Ring of Fire is a Pacific region home to over 450 volcanoes, including three of the world’s four 

most active volcanoes – Mount St. Helens in the USA, Mount Fuji in Japan and Mount Pinatubo in 

the Philippines. It is also sometimes called the circum-Pacific belt. Around 90% of the world’s 

earthquakes occur in the Ring of Fire, and 80% of the world’s largest earthquakes. 

 

 

Body 

 

Ring of fire and volcanoes: 

 The Ring of Fire is a direct outcome of the tectonic activities in the Pacific Ocean. The 

lithosphere plates are in constant motion and collisions. 

 These plates making up the outermost layer of the earth are always moving on top of the 

mantle and sometimes pull apart, collide, or slide past each other resulting in divergent 

boundaries, convergent boundaries, and transform boundaries respectively. 

 The Ring of Fire is the result from subduction of oceanic tectonic plates beneath lighter 

continental plates. The area where these tectonic plates meet is called a subduction zone. 

 Subduction zones are also predominant due to the action of the tectonic movements when 

heavier plates slip under lighter plates, creating deep trenches. 

 The subduction alters the heavy mantle into buoyant magma which moves up the crust to 

the surface of the earth. When this occurs over millions of years, the rising magma brings 

about a series of active volcanoes referred to as volcanic arc. 

 The volcanic arcs and ocean trenches run parallel to each other thereby bringing about the 

ever expanding Pacific Ring of Fire. 
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 For example, the Aleutian Islands in Alaska run parallel to the Aleutian Trench. What’s more, 

the Andes Mountains of South America runs parallel to the Peru-Chile Trench. 

 These parallel geologic features are the ones responsible for the subductions of the Plates. 

 When it comes to plate tectonic boundaries, it leads to faulting, crashing, and formation of 

rift valleys on the sea floor which contributes to the ejection of magma and powerful 

shaking of the ocean floor. 

 This leads to the formation of more cracks, vents, and fault lines which can trigger strong 

earthquakes and volcanic activities. 

 The ejected magma is cooled by the seawater to form new crust, creating high ridges on the 

ocean floor. 

 The East Pacific Rise is one of the major locations experiencing fast seafloor spreading in the 

ring of fire. 

 

  

Ring of fire and earthquakes: 

 The world’s deepest earthquakes happen in subduction zone areas as tectonic plates scrape 

against each other – and the Ring of Fire has the world’s biggest concentration of subduction 

zones. 

 As energy is released from the earth’s molten core, it forces tectonic plates to move and 

they crash up against each other, causing friction. The friction causes a build-up of energy 

and when this energy is finally released it causes an earthquake. If this happens at sea it can 

cause devastating tsunamis. 

 Tectonic plates usually only move on average a few centimetres each year, but when an 

earthquake strikes, they speed up massively and can move at several metres per second. 
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Conclusion 

Volcanoes have a huge impact on man and material as urbanization and globalization increases. The 

effects have impacts on flora, fauna and the global warming which can accelerate the climate 

change. 

Value addition 

Location of Circum-Pacific Region (“Pacific Ring of fire”): 

 It stretches along the Pacific Ocean coastlines, where the Pacific Plate grinds against other, 

smaller tectonic plates that form the Earth’s crust – such as the Philippine Sea plate and the 

Cocos and Nazca Plates that line the edge of the Pacific Ocean. 

 The 40,000 kilometre horse-shoe-shaped ring loops from New Zealand to Chile, passing 

through the coasts of Asia and the Americas on the way. 

 The chain of volcanoes extends from Aleutian Islands into Kamchatka, Japan, the Philippines 

and Indonesia, southward into Pacific Islands of Solomon, Tonga and New Zealand. On the 

other side of the pacific, the chain continues from the Andes to Central America (Guatemala, 

Costa Rica and Nicaragua), Mexico and right up to Alaska. 

 Example: Mt. Fuji, Mt.Vesuvius, Stromboli, Etna etc. 

 

Our planet earth is surrounded by a gaseous layer called Atmosphere which is divided 

into various other layers having its own specific traits and functions. Elaborate. (250 

words). 
Difficulty level: Easy 
Reference: Insights on India 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To how the regions of the atmosphere are divided on the basis of temperature, the explanation of 
each layer along with the reasons how they are significant for us. 
Directive word:  
Elaborate – Give a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the context. You must 
be defining key terms wherever appropriate and substantiate with relevant associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Write about the temperature classification and atmosphere can be divided into troposphere, the 
stratosphere, the mesosphere and the thermosphere. 
Body: 
Draw a neat labelled diagram of the layers of atmosphere which will help you save up on words as 
well as provide an opportunity to mention in more facts and details. 
Explain the above layers and how they are significant for us. For instance, flights fly in tropopause to 
evade turbulence, the significance of ionosphere for radio communication etc. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by summarising the importance of atmosphere. 
Introduction 
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The atmosphere consists of different layers with varying density and temperature. Density is 

highest near the surface of the earth and decreases with increasing altitude. The column of 

atmosphere is divided into five different layers depending upon the temperature condition. They 

are: troposphere, stratosphere, mesosphere, thermosphere and exosphere 

Body 

 

  

Layers of atmosphere and their characteristics 

1. Troposphere: The troposphere is the lowermost layer of the atmosphere. Its average height 

is 13 km and extends roughly to a height of 8 km near the poles and about 18 km at the 

equator. Thickness of the troposphere is greatest at the equator because heat is 

transported to great heights by strong convectional currents. 

 All changes in climate and weather take place in this layer. 

 The temperature in this layer decreases at the rate of 1° C for every 165m of height. 

 This is the most important layer for all biological activity. 

 All flights fly in this layer to evade turbulence. 

 Tropopause: The zone separating the troposphere from stratosphere is known as the 

tropopause. The air temperature at the tropopause is about minus 800C over the equator 

and about minus 45o C over the poles. 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia


INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 

   

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips  Page 96 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia 

1. Stratosphere: The stratosphere is found above the tropopause and extends up to a height of 

50 km. One important feature of the stratosphere is that it contains the ozone layer. 

 This layer absorbs ultra-violet radiation and shields life on the earth from intense, harmful 

form of energy. 

1. Mesosphere: The mesosphere lies above the stratosphere, which extends up to a height of 

80 km. 

 In this layer, once again, temperature starts decreasing with the increase in altitude and 

reaches up to minus 100° C at the height of 80 km. 

 The upper limit of mesosphere is known as the mesopause. 

1. Ionosphere: The ionosphere is located between 80 and 400 km above the mesopause. 

 It contains electrically charged particles known as ions, and hence, it is known as 

ionosphere. 

 Radio waves transmitted from the earth are reflected back to the earth by this layer. 

 Temperature here starts increasing with height. 

 The aurora borealis and aurora australis are sometimes seen here. 

 The International Space Station orbits in the thermosphere. 

1. Exosphere: The uppermost layer of the atmosphere above the thermosphere is known as 

the exosphere. This is the highest layer but very little is known about it. Whatever contents 

are there, these are extremely rarefied in this layer, and it gradually merges with the outer 

space. 

 While there’s no weather at all in the exosphere, the aurora borealis and aurora 

australis are sometimes seen in its lowest part. 

 Most Earth satellites orbit in the exosphere. 

  

Conclusion 

The main elements of atmosphere which are subject to change and which influence human life on 

earth are temperature, pressure, winds, humidity, clouds and precipitation. Although all layers of 

the atmosphere must be exercising influence on us, geographers are concerned with the first two 

layers of the atmosphere 

  

Value Addition 

 While there’s really no clear boundary between where Earth’s atmosphere ends and outer 

space begins, most scientists use a delineation known as the Karman line, located 100 

kilometers (62 miles) above Earth’s surface, to denote the transition point, since 99.99997 

percent of Earth’s atmosphere lies beneath this point. 
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Explain the primary and secondary factors responsible for the formation of ocean 

currents. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Easy 
Reference: Insights on India 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To bring out the factors responsible for formation and movement of ocean current. 
Directive word: 
Explain – Clarify the topic by giving a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the 
particular context. You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with 
relevant associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Begin by defining ocean currents. 
Body: 
Draw a small illustrative diagram showing major ocean currents. 
Mention primary and secondary factors responsible for their formation – insolation, atmospheric 
circulations, gravity and the effect of Coriolis force, Temperature and salinity differences and water 
density etc. 
Conclusion: 
Summarize the importance of Ocean currents. 
Introduction 

Ocean currents are the continuous, predictable, directional movement of seawater. It is a massive 

movement of ocean water that is caused and influenced by various forces. They are like river flows 

in oceans. Ocean currents are the most important ocean movements because of their influence on 

climatology of various regions. 

Horizontal movements are referred to as currents, while vertical changes are called upwellings or 

downwellings. Ocean currents impact humankind and the biosphere due to their influence on 

climate. 

  

  

 

 

Body 

  

Primary factors responsible for formation of Ocean Currents 

 Insolation: Heating by solar energy causes the water to expand. That is why, near the 

equator the ocean water is about 8 cm higher in level than in the middle latitudes. 

o This causes a very slight gradient and water tends to flow down the slope. The flow 

is normally from east to west. 
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●        Wind (atmospheric circulation): Wind blowing on the surface of the ocean pushes the water 

to move. Friction between the wind and the water surface affects the movement of the water body 

in its course. 

 Winds are responsible for both magnitude and direction (Coriolis force also affects 

direction) of the ocean currents. Example: Monsoon winds are responsible for the 

seasonal reversal of ocean currents in the Indian ocean. 

 The oceanic circulation pattern roughly corresponds to the earth’s atmospheric circulation 

pattern. 

 The air circulation over the oceans in the middle latitudes is mainly anticyclonic [Sub-tropical 

High Pressure Belt] (more pronounced in the southern hemisphere than in the northern 

hemisphere due to differences in the extent of landmass). The oceanic circulation pattern 

also corresponds with the same. 

 At higher latitudes, where the wind flow is mostly cyclonic [Sub-polar Low Pressure Belt], the 

oceanic circulation follows this pattern. 

 In regions of pronounced monsoonal flow [Northern Indian Ocean], the monsoon winds 

influence the current movements which change directions according to seasons. 

 Gravity: Gravity tends to pull the water down to pile and create gradient variation. 

 Coriolis force: The Coriolis force intervenes and causes the water to move to the right in the 

northern hemisphere and to the left in the southern hemisphere. 

o These large accumulations of water and the flow around them are called These 

produce large circular currents in all the ocean basins. One such circular current is 

the Sargasso Sea. 

Secondary factors responsible for ocean currents 

 Temperature difference and salinity difference are the secondary forces. 

 Water density: Differences in water density affect vertical mobility of ocean currents 

(vertical currents). 

o Water with high salinity is denser than water with low salinity and in the same way 

cold water is denser than warm water. 

o Denser water tends to sink, while relatively lighter water tends to rise. 

 Coastline shape: The shape of coastline is also an important factor that affects the current in 

the oceans. 

 Temperature difference: Cold-water Ocean currents occur when the cold water at the poles 

sinks and slowly moves towards the equator. 

o Warm-water currents travel out from the equator along the surface, flowing 

towards the poles to replace the sinking cold water. 

  

Conclusion 
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Although there are a number of factors which impact the formation of ocean currents, the ocean 

current themselves play a major role in determining regional as well as global climate. Without 

currents in the ocean, regional temperatures would be more extreme- super hot at the equator and 

frigid toward the poles and much less of Earth’s land would be habitable. 

  

 Compare and contrast theory of plate tectonics with the continental drift theory. 

How does the plate tectonic theory answer questions left unanswered by the drift 

theory? .(250 words) 
Difficulty level: Easy 
Reference: Insights on India 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Directive word:  
Compare and contrast – provide for a detailed comparison of the two types, their features that are 
similar as well as different. One must provide for detailed assessment of the two. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by write about plate tectonics and the movement of continents and various theories put 
forward to explain them. 
Body: 
Write in brief about the continental drift theory and explains it briefly – forces it considers for the 
movement, supporting evidences it considers, critique of theory regarding the movement of the 
continents and its acceptance among scientists etc. 
In the next part, write about plate tectonic theory, the mechanism of it and how it successfully 
explained the movement of continents. Use small and neat diagrams for better representation. 
Conclusion: 
Mention about general importance of the two theories and conclude your answer. 
Introduction 

Continents cover 29 per cent of the surface of the earth and the remainder is under oceanic waters. 

The positions of the continents and the ocean bodies, as we see them in the map, have not been the 

same in the past and it is now a well-accepted fact that oceans and continents will not continue to 

enjoy their present positions in times to come. 

Body 

Various theories have been proposed to substantiate the present locations of the continents and 

oceans. 

Comparison: Continental Drift and Plate Tectonics 

 Continental Drift Plate Tectonics 

Explained by Put forward by Alfred Wegener in 1920s 

In 1967, McKenzie and Parker suggested the 

theory of plate tectonics. Morgan later outlined 

the theory in 1968 
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Theory Explains the Movement of Continents only 
Explains the Movement of Lithospheric plates that 

include both continents and oceans. 

Forces for movement 
Buoyancy, gravity, pole-fleeing force, tidal 

currents, tides, 

Convection currents in the mantle drag crustal 

plates 

Evidence 

Apparent affinity of physical features, 

botanical evidence, fossil evidence, Tillite 

deposits, placer deposits, rocks of same age 

across different continents etc. 

Ocean bottom relief, Paleomagnetic rocks, 

distribution of earthquakes and volcanoes, 

gravitational anomalies at trenches, etc. 

Drawbacks 
Too general with silly and sometimes illogical 

evidence. 

  

——————— 

Acceptance Discarded Most widely accepted 

Usefulness 
Helped in the evolution of convection 

current theory and seafloor spreading theory 

Helped us understand various geographical 

features. 

How  plate tectonics is an improvement over continental drift theory: 

 Plate tectonic explains the mechanism of the motion of the tectonic plates while continental 

drift theory left this question completely unanswered. 

o Tectonic plates have been constantly moving over the globe throughout the history 

of the earth. It is not the continent that moves as believed by Wegener. Continents 

are part of a plate and what moves is the plate. 

 Wegener had thought of all the continents to have initially existed as a super continent in 

the form of Pangaea. However, later discoveries reveal that the continental masses, resting 

on the plates, have been wandering all through the geological period, and Pangaea was a 

result of converging of different continental masses that were parts of one or the other 

plates. 

 At the time that Wegener proposed his theory of continental drift, most scientists believed 

that the earth was a solid, motionless body. However, concepts of sea floor spreading and 

the unified theory of plate tectonics have emphasised that both the surface of the earth 

and the interior are not static and motionless but are dynamic. 

 Sea floor spreading: 

o The mobile rock beneath the rigid plates is believed to be moving in a circular 

manner. The heated material rises to the surface, spreads and begins to cool, and 

then sinks back into deeper depths. This cycle is repeated over and over to generate 

what scientists call a convection cell or convective flow 

o The ultimate proof of this was the discovery of “magnetic stripes “on the seafloor 

later in the 1960s: the magnetic domains in oceanic rocks recorded reversal of 

Earth’s magnetic field over time. The pattern was symmetric to the ridge, supporting 

the idea of symmetric seafloor spreading. The idea of subduction zoneswas born 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia


INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 

   

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips  Page 101 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia 

o With plate tectonics, we have a theory that explains Wegener’s observations and 

how lithosphere can be produced and consumed so that Earth does not change its 

size 

 Wegener’s continental drift theory lacked was a propelling mechanism. Other scientists 

wanted to know what was moving these continents around. Unfortunately, Wegener could 

not provide a convincing answer. The technological advances necessitated by the Second 

World War made possible the accumulation of significant evidence now underlying 

modern plate tectonic theory. 

 The following two forces are too small to bring in change: 

o Pole-fleeing or centrifugal force: 

 The spinning of Earth on its own axis creates a centrifugal force i.e., force 

oriented away from the axis of  rotation towards the equator. Wegener 

believed the centrifugal force of the planet caused the super continent 

to break apart and pushed continents away from the Poles toward the 

equator. Therefore, He called this drifting  mechanism as the “pole-fleeing 

or centrifugal force” 

o Tidal force: 

 Wegener tried to attribute the westward drift of the Americas to lunar-solar 

drag i.e., by invoking tidal force that is the gravitational forces of the sun and 

the moon .He also admitted that it is probable that pole- fleeing or 

centrifugal force and tidal force are responsible for the journey of 

continents. Wegener failed to devise a sound mechanism for the movement 

of the continents. For Wegener the drifting mechanism was the most 

difficult question to solve. 

o Plate tectonics is the grand unifying theory of geosciences that explains 

 Movement of continents 

 Earthquakes, volcanism most major features on Earth’s surface, including 

mountain building, formation of new lithosphere ,consumption of old 

lithosphere, mid-ocean ridges 

Conclusion 

It took nearly 60 years for the idea of continental drift to be scientifically confirmed in the form of 

plate tectonic theory. Ultimately it added new dimension in the understanding of the global 

distribution of earthquakes, volcanoes and identification of disaster-prone areas. 

Important Geophysical phenomena such as earthquakes, Tsunami, Volcanic 

activity, cyclone etc. 

What are twin cyclones? Explain the mechanism behind their formation. (250 words)  
Difficulty level: Tough 
Reference: The Hindu 
Why the question: 
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Recent satellite images have shown a pair of cyclones in the Indian Ocean region, one in the northern 
hemisphere and one in the southern hemisphere. Named cyclone Asani and cyclone Karim 
respectively, these are twin cyclones originating in the same longitude and now drifting apart. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about twin cyclones and their process of formation. 
Directive word:  
Explain – Clarify the topic by giving a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the 
context. You must be defining key terms wherever appropriate and substantiate with relevant 
associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Start by defining twin cyclones. 
Body: 
First, write about the various factors leading to the formation of twin cyclones – interplay of the wind 
and the monsoon system, role of equatorial Rossby waves, latent heat of evaporation and general 
conditions conducive for the formation of the cyclones. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by mentioning the impact of twin cyclones as conclusion. 
Introduction 

Twin tropical cyclones are group of two cyclones, one on either side of the equator, at nearly the 

same longitude, at nearly the same time—basically, as twins. Twin tropical cyclones involve a certain 

set of ingredients. In general, twin cyclones are preceded by areas of thunderstorms that straddle 

the equator and which are associated with strong westerly winds (winds blowing west to east). 

Body 

Background 

 A pair of tropical cyclones, Asani& Karim one on each side of the equator, have been 

formed. 

 These are cyclones originating in the same longitude and now drifting apart. 

 Cyclone Asani was formed in the Bay of Bengal. 

 Cyclone Karim has created a path in the open seas west of Australia 

Mechanism of formation of twin cyclones 

 The interplay of the wind and the monsoon system combined with the Earth system 

produces these synchronous cyclones. 

 Twin tropical cyclones are caused by what are called equatorial Rossby waves.. 

 When the vorticity is positive in both Northern and Southern hemispheres, as is the case 

with Rossby waves, the air in the boundary layer, which is moist, is lifted slightly. That is 

enough to set off a feedback process. 

 When the air is lifted slightly, the water vapour condenses to make clouds. As it condenses, 

it lets out the latent heat of evaporation. 

 The atmosphere warms, this parcel of air rises, and a positive feedback is set off by this 

process. 
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 The warmer parcel of air can rise further because it is lighter than the surrounding air, and it 

can form deeper clouds. 

 Meanwhile, moisture comes in from both sides. This leads to the formation of a cyclone if 

certain conditions are present. 

Conclusion 

                In the wake of increasing incidences of cyclones, which are fueled up climate change, India 

must adopt effective cyclone management strategies to reduce the effects of cyclones. 

Value addition 

Rossby waves 

 Rossby wavesare named for famous meteorologist Carl-Gustaf Rossby who was the first to 

explain that these waves arose due to the rotation of the Earth. 

 They are huge waves in the oceanwith wavelengths of around 4,000–5,000 kilometres. 

 This system has a vortex in the northern hemisphere and another in the southern 

hemisphere,and each of these is a mirror image of the other. 

 The vortex in the north spins counterclockwise and has a positive spin,while the one in the 

southern hemisphere spins in the clockwise direction and therefore has a negative spin. 

 Both have a positivevalue of the vorticity which is a measure of the rotation. 

Madden-Julian Oscillation or MJO: 

 Karim and Asani are “twin” cyclones not only because they formed at the same time in the 

same general area but also because they were formed primarily from the same “parent” 

circulation:  the Madden-Julian Oscillation or MJO. 

 The MJO is alarge cluster of clouds and convection, around 5000-10,000 kilometres in size. 

 It is composed of a Rossby wave and a Kelvin wave,which is a type of wave structure that 

we see in the ocean. 

 On the eastern side of the MJO is the Kelvin wave, while on the western, trailing edge of the 

MJO, is the Rossby wave, once again with two vortices on either side of the equator. 

 However, not all tropical cyclones are born from the MJO. Sometimes it is a mere Rossby 

wave with two vortices on either side. 

 

 How does El-Nino impact affect the Indian Monsoon? Analyse the impact of the early 

arrival of Indian monsoon. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Easy 
Reference: Indian Express 
Why the question: 
The southwest monsoon has arrived in Kerala three days before its normal onset date of June 1. As 
per the India Meteorological Department (IMD) records, this is only the fourth time since 2010 when 
the monsoon has arrived well ahead of its normal date. 
Key Demand of the question: 
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To write about El-Nino and its impact and the early arrival of Indian monsoon and its impact. 
Directive word:  
Analyse – When asked to analyse, you must examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them in a summary. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin the answer by writing about the cyclical phenomenon El Nino-Southern Oscillation (ENSO). 
Body: 
In the first part, in detail write about how the El-Nino negatively impacts the monsoon rainfall and 
bring out its impact. 
Next, write about impact of early arrival of Indian monsoon. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by writing that better information via prediction model can lead to better mitigation of 
adverse effects. 
Introduction 

El Niño is a naturally occurring phenomenon that is linked to a periodic warming in sea surface 

temperatures across the central and east-central Equatorial Pacific. El Niño is Spanish for “the boy 

child,” which is often used to refer to Jesus Christ, and the phenomenon earned this name because it 

typically occurs in December around Christmas. El Niño occurs every 2-7 years, and can last 

anywhere between nine months and two years. 

The southwest monsoon has arrived in Kerala three days before its normal onset date of June 1. 

Body 

El-Nino impact on Indian monsoon: 

 El Nino, characterized by warming of surface temperatures in the Pacific Ocean, is associated 

with lower than normal monsoon rainfall in India. 

 El Nino has been found to impact almost half the world triggering droughts in 

Australia, India, southern Africa and floods in Peru, Ecuador, the United States, the Gulf of 

Mexico, and the Colorado River basin. 

 El Nino affects the flow of moisture-bearing winds from the cooler oceans towards India, 

negatively impact the summer (south-west) monsoon. 

 After all, the south-west monsoon (June-September) accounts for over 70% of the country’s 

annual rainfall and irrigates over half of the crop land. 

 The rain-fed kharif crops are heavily dependent on the monsoon and the quantity of rainfall 

determines agricultural production. 

 El Niño years tend to be drier than average, but one of the strongest El Nino of the century 

(1997-98) produced a monsoon season with above-average rainfall for India. 

 Researchers also believe that even the location of the warming in the Pacific may possibly 

have an influence on the monsoon. 

Impact of the early arrival of Indian monsoon: 

 The monsoon arrived earlier than normal in India, raising hopes that output of crops like rice 

and oilseeds will get a boost after a brutal heat wave hit winter-sown wheat and prompted 

the nation to restrict exports. 
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 India is the second-biggest grower of wheat, rice, sugar and cotton, and the largest buyer of 

palm, soybean and sunflower oils. 

 The livelihood of millions of farmers in the country of about 1.4 billion people depends on 

rains brought by the winds from the Indian Ocean. 

 The farm sector is the main source of income for 60% of its population and accounts for 18% 

of the economy. 

 The monsoon is critical to India’s farm output and economic growth at a time when the 

country, where man-made systems like canals and tube wells irrigate only a part of the land, 

is battling soaring food prices. 

 Timely and normal rains are set to boost production outlook for monsoon-sown crops such 

as rice, soybeans and pulses and help in softening soaring inflation. 

 Bountiful rains would also fill reservoirs, which in turn would brighten prospects for winter 

crops, usually planted during October and November. 

 The early arrival of the south-west monsoon comes at a time when parts of Northwest India 

were experiencing extremely high maximum temperatures. 

Conclusion 

Early or late arrival of monsoon does not mean it would bring lesser or more rainfall. Earlier this 

year, IMD predicted a “normal” monsoon. It means the rainfall is likely to be in the range of 96-104 

per cent of the long period average of the years 1971-2020. A good monsoon boosts crop output, 

while poor rains lead to drinking water shortages, lower harvests and higher imports of some 

commodities. 
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	Indian culture will cover the salient aspects of Art Forms, Literature and Architecture from ancient to modern times.
	India has a rich heritage of science and technology. Draw linkages between modern Indian science and its rich scientific heritage of ancient past. (250 words)
	What do you understand by intangible cultural heritage? What are the various measures aimed at protecting and preserving intangible cultural heritage of India?  (250 words)
	The artists of Harappan time surely had fine artistic sensibilities and a vivid imagination. Elaborate in light of Harappan art. (250 words).
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	Dr B.R Ambedkar’s thought on promoting democratic unity across linguistically and culturally diverse political units, as well as on pursuing domestic rights protections through institutions, offers valuable insights for the present-day governance. Com...

	The Freedom Struggle – its various stages and important contributors /contributions from different parts of the country.
	The Quit India Movement was nothing short of a radical revolution. Elucidate. (250 words)
	Government of India Act 1935 was the most comprehensive act passed by the British but did very little in politically and economically empowering Indians. Critically examine. (250 words)

	Post-independence consolidation and reorganization within the country.
	Green Revolution was hugely successful in terms of improving agricultural productivity but its broader impact at social and environmental was limited. Elaborate.  (250 words)

	History of the world will include events from 18th century such as industrial revolution, world wars, redrawal of national boundaries, colonization, decolonization.
	What role did India play in the Cold War as a non-aligned country? Discuss the key learnings from Cold War period that India can apply in the present Russia-Ukraine conflict. (250 words)
	Why is the French revolution considered as a total revolution? Discuss the role played by the women in the French revolution. (250 words)
	The open yet restricted rivalry that developed after World War II between the United States and the Soviet Union and their respective allies, was waged on political, economic, and propaganda fronts and had only limited recourse to weapons. Analyse. (2...
	Examine the causes that led to the outbreak of World War-I. To what extent can Germany be held responsible for the war? (250 words)
	The post-Cold War period of relative peace and stability in Europe, anchored in liberal internationalism, was an aberration rather than a norm in the continent’s long history of conflicts. Comment. (250 words)

	Salient features of Indian Society, Diversity of India.
	Explain the phenomenon of deglobalisation that is being witnesses across the world. What are the causes for it? Are there any positives for the Indian society in deglobalisation? (250 words)
	What are the causes of inequality in the Indian society?  Enumerate various steps that are needed ensure an equitable society. (250 words)
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	Role of women and women’s organization; population and associated issues, poverty and developmental issues,
	Due to lack of stronger supportive infrastructure, women are faced with choice between career and familial responsibilities. Enumerate the measures that are required to overcome this trend. (250 words)
	Evaluate the trends in the declining Total Fertility Rate (TFR) in India. Why is lower fertility rate and higher education rate among women not translating into paid jobs for women? (250 words)
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	Urbanization, their problems and their remedies.
	Analyse the role of public health engineering in ensuring clean water and sanitation as well as addressing the growing demands for water consumption and preservation in India. (250 words)

	Effects of globalization on Indian society
	What is hyper-globalisation? Examine its impact on in the Indian society with a special emphasis inclusivity and economic equality. What measures are needed to counter the risks posed by it? (250 words)
	As with most technologies, there will be positive and negative impacts on society as artificial intelligence continues to transform the world that we live in. Examine. (250 words)
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	What do you understand by deglobalisation? Elaborate on the factors that contributing to it and its impact on the Indian society. (250 words)
	Improved availability and access to assistive aids is quintessential to ensure improvements in the lives of the persons with disabilities. Discuss. (250 words)
	Examine the impact that the Supreme Court judgement, essentially recognising sex work as ‘profession’ will have in ensuring dignity of sex workers and ending their abuse. (250 words)

	Salient features of world’s physical geography.
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	What are the various factors that affect the formation of Savanna type of climate? Examine the various threats to Savanna biomes. (250 words)
	What is the “Ring of Fire”? Why is the Ring of Fire the most seismically and volcanically active zone in the world? (250 words)
	Our planet earth is surrounded by a gaseous layer called Atmosphere which is divided into various other layers having its own specific traits and functions. Elaborate. (250 words).
	Explain the primary and secondary factors responsible for the formation of ocean currents. (250 words)
	Compare and contrast theory of plate tectonics with the continental drift theory. How does the plate tectonic theory answer questions left unanswered by the drift theory? .(250 words)

	Important Geophysical phenomena such as earthquakes, Tsunami, Volcanic activity, cyclone etc.
	What are twin cyclones? Explain the mechanism behind their formation. (250 words)
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