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Economy 

 

1. Regulatory framework for special purpose acquisition companies (SPACs) 
The government is reportedly considering a regulatory framework for special purpose acquisition 
companies (SPACs).  
 
What are SPACs?  
● A SPAC, or a blank-cheque company, is an entity specifically set up with the objective of 

acquiring a firm in a particular sector.  
● A SPAC aims to raise money in an initial public offering (IPO) without any operations or 

revenues.  
● The money that is raised from the public is kept in an escrow account, which can be accessed 

while making the acquisition.  
● If the acquisition is not made within two years of the IPO, the SPAC is delisted and the 

money is returned to the investors.  
 

2. Digital Banking Units 
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman has reiterated her Budget announcement on setting up 75 
digital banking units in 75 districts of the country this year.  
 
What is digital banking?  
Digital banking involves taking all traditional banking activity online — doing away with paperwork 
like cheques, pay-in slips, demand drafts and so on.  
 
What are digital banking units?  
A digital banking unit is a specialised fixed point business unit or hub housing certain minimum 
digital infrastructure for delivering digital banking products and services as well as servicing 
existing financial products and services digitally in self-service mode at any time.  
 
Who will set up these DBUs?  
Commercial banks (other than regional rural banks, payment banks and local area banks) with 
past digital banking experience are permitted to open DBUs in tier 1 to tier 6 centres, unless 
otherwise specifically restricted, without having the need to take permission from the RBI in each 
case.  
 
What are the services that will be provided by these units?  
As per the RBI, each DBU must offer certain minimum digital banking products and services. 
Such products should be on both liabilities and assets side of the balance sheet of the digital 
banking segment.  
● The services include savings bank accounts under various schemes, current accounts, fixed 

deposits and recurring deposit accounts, digital kit for customers, mobile banking, Internet 
banking, debit cards, credit cards, and mass transit system cards etc.  

 
What are the benefits of DBUs?  
1. Digital banking units will help banks themselves which are now looking to reduce physical 

footprint with fewer brick and mortar branches, with a ‘light’ banking approach.  
2. The move will open up the rural market for service providers besides providing a boost to 

credit flow.  
3. Such units will also be cheaper to establish than a new branch, and can provide better 

customer experience aided by technology.  
4. The units can also be branded as new-age banks that can help provide personalised finance 

management tools to new consumers, branded better.  
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5. Digi banking units also require lesser staff, with cheaper maintenance due to technological 

tools and hence can be high-yield units for the parent bank.  
6. If not anything, more such units can encourage more financial literacy and a favourable 

outlook towards digital banking - which is the need of the hour.  
 
RBI Guidelines for DBUs:  
● According to the guidelines, permission to open DBUs has been given to scheduled 

commercial banks (SCB) that have past digital banking experience.  
● They can open DBUs in Tier 1 to Tier 6 centres without taking any permission from the 

Reserve Bank of India (RBI).  
● The DBUs that will be opened by the SCBs will be treated as Banking Outlets.  
● Each DBU has to be housed distinctly, with separate provisions for exit and entry.  
● The guidelines state that the DBUs must be separate from the existing Banking Outlet with 

proper formats provided that will be appropriate for digital banking users.  
● Each DBU must be headed by a senior and experienced executive of the bank who can be 

designated as the DBU’s Chief Operating Officer (COO).  
 

3. Credit default swap 
● It is an example of a credit derivative transaction where credit protection is bought and sold.  
● In a Credit Default Swap (CDS), one party agrees to pay another party periodic fixed 

payments in exchange for receiving 'credit event protection', in the form of a payment, in 
the event that a third party or its obligations are subject to one or more pre-agreed adverse 
credit events over a pre-agreed time period.  

● Typical credit events include bankruptcy, failure to pay, obligation acceleration, restructuring, 
and repudiation/moratorium.  

 

4. Fincluvation 
India Post Payments Bank (IPPB), a 100% government owned entity under Department of Posts 
(DoP) has announced the launch of Fincluvation– a joint initiative to collaborate with Fintech 
Startup community to co-create and innovate solutions for financial inclusion.  
● Fincluvation is an Industry first initiative to create a powerful platform to mobilize the start-up 

community towards building meaningful financial products aimed at financial inclusion.  
● Fincluvation will be a permanent platform of IPPB to co-create inclusive financial solutions 

with participating start-ups.  
 

5. India Post Payments Bank 
● IPPB was launched by the Prime Minister in 2018 with 100% equity owned by the 

Government of India.  
● It is a payments bank of the Indian postal department which works through a network of 

post offices and nearly 4 lakh postmen. It is governed by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI).  
● The bank has been set up with the vision to build the most accessible, affordable and trusted 

bank for the common man in India. The fundamental mandate of IPPB is to remove barriers 
for the unbanked and under-banked and reach the last mile.  

● IPPB is committed to providing a fillip to a less cash economy and contribute to the vision of 
Digital India.  

 

6. RBI’s $5 billion dollar-rupee swap 
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has conducted a $ 5 billion dollar-rupee swap auction as part of 
its liquidity management initiative, leading to infusion of dollars and sucking out of the rupee 
from the financial system.  
 
What is a Dollar–Rupee Swap auction?  
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It’s a forex tool whereby the central bank uses its currency to buy another currency or vice versa.  
● In a Dollar–Rupee buy/sell swap, the central bank buys dollars (US dollars or USD) from banks 

in exchange for Indian Rupees (INR) and immediately gets into an opposite deal with banks 
promising to sell dollars at a later date.  

 
Why do Central Banks engage in it?  
● Forex swaps help in liquidity management.  
● It also, in a limited way, helps in keeping the currency rates in check.  
● A dollar–rupee buy/sell swap injects INR into the banking system while sucking out the 

dollars, and the reverse happens in a sell/buy swap.  
 
Impacts:  
Forex swaps are intended for liquidity management. Therefore, their impact on currency is only 
incidental.  
The RBI resorting to selling USD in two tranches will keep a check on Rupee’s volatility and help 
curb its depreciation to some extent.  
For the bond market, the exercise may have a pronounced impact.  
● Bonds yields are already on an incline. Liquidity intervention through swaps indicates the 

RBI’s plan to use a different toolkit rather than the traditional ones, and this leaves room for 
the central bank to buy bonds when needed. Consequently, the strategy will contain bond 
yields.  

 

7. Types of Unemployment in India 
Disguised Unemployment:  
● It is a phenomenon wherein more people are employed than actually needed.  
● It is primarily traced in the agricultural and the unorganised sectors of India.  
 
Seasonal Unemployment:  
● It is an unemployment that occurs during certain seasons of the year.  
● Agricultural labourers in India rarely have work throughout the year.  
 
Structural Unemployment:  
● It is a category of unemployment arising from the mismatch between the jobs available in the 

market and the skills of the available workers in the market.  
● Many people in India do not get job due to lack of requisite skills and due to poor education 

level, it becomes difficult to train them.  
 
Cyclical Unemployment:  
● It is result of the business cycle, where unemployment rises during recessions and declines 

with economic growth.  
● Cyclical unemployment figures in India are negligible. It is a phenomenon that is mostly found 

in capitalist economies.  
 
Technological Unemployment:  
It is loss of jobs due to changes in technology. 
In 2016, World Bank data predicted that the proportion of jobs threatened by automation in India 
is 69% year-on-year.  
 
Frictional Unemployment:  
● The Frictional Unemployment also called as Search Unemployment, refers to the time lag 

between the jobs when an individual is searching for a new job or is switching between the 
jobs.  
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● In other words, an employee requires time for searching a new job or shifting from the 

existing to a new job, this inevitable time delay causes the frictional unemployment. It is often 
considered as a voluntary unemployment because it is not caused due to the shortage of job, 
but in fact, the workers themselves quit their jobs in search of better opportunities.  

 
Vulnerable Employment:  
● This means, people working informally, without proper job contracts and thus sans any legal 

protection. These persons are deemed ‘unemployed’ since records of their work are never 
maintained.  

● It is one of the main types of unemployment in India.  
 

8. UPI123Pay  
The Reserve Bank of India has launched a new Unified Payments Interface (UPI) payments 
solution for feature phone users dubbed ‘UPI123Pay’.  
 
What is UPI123Pay?  
● UPI ‘123PAY’ is a three-step method to initiate and execute services for users which will work 

on simple phones.  
● It will allow customers to use feature phones for almost all transactions except scan and pay.  
● It doesn’t need an internet connection for transactions. Customers have to link their bank 

account with feature phones to use this facility.  
 
The new UPI payments system offers users four options to make payments without internet 
connectivity:  
Interactive Voice Response (IVR): Users would be required to initiate a secured call from their 
feature phones to a predetermined IVR number and complete UPI on-boarding formalities to be 
able to start making financial transactions like money transfer, mobile recharge, EMI repayment, 
balance check, among others.  
App-based functionality: One could also install an app on feature phone through which several 
UPI functions, available on smartphones, will be available on their feature phone, except scan and 
pay feature which is currently not available.  
Missed call facility: The missed call facility will allow users to access their bank account and 
perform routine transactions such as receiving, transferring funds, regular purchases, bill 
payments, etc., by giving a missed call on the number displayed at the merchant outlet. The 
customer will receive an incoming call to authenticate the transaction by entering UPI PIN.  
Proximity sound-based payments: One could utilise the proximity sound-based payments option, 
which uses sound waves to enable contactless, offline, and proximity data communication on any 
device.  
 

9. Predatory pricing 
Predatory pricing is the illegal act of setting prices low to attempt to eliminate the competition.  
● Predatory pricing violates antitrust laws, as it makes markets more vulnerable to a monopoly.  
 
Establishing that a business is engaging in predatory pricing requires that:  
● The enterprise be a dominant player in the relevant market.  
● Its goods or services are being marketed below cost.  
● Sub-tactics are being used with the intention to eliminate competition.  
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10. Reserve Bank Innovation Hub (RBIH) 
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) governor Shaktikanta Das inaugurated the Reserve Bank Innovation 
Hub (RBIH) in Bengaluru which is intended to encourage and nurture financial innovation in a 
sustainable manner through an institutional set-up.  
● The RBI has set up hub as a wholly owned subsidiary with an initial capital contribution of 

₹100 crore.  
● RBIH aims to create an ecosystem that focusses on promoting access to financial services 

and products for the low-income population in the country.  
 

11. Shrinkflation 
Shrinkflation is the practice of reducing the size of a product while 
maintaining its sticker price.  
● It is a form of hidden inflation.  
● Raising the price per given amount is a strategy employed by 

companies, mainly in the food and beverage industries, to 
stealthily boost profit margins or maintain them in the face of 
rising input costs.  

● Shrinkflation is also referred to as package downsizing in business and academic research.  
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Geography 

 

1. Long period average (LPA) 
The country is likely to receive a normal monsoon for the fourth consecutive year, the India 
Meteorological Department (IMD) said in its first Long Range Forecast (LRF) for this year.  
 
How is it predicted?  
The IMD predicts a “normal”, “below normal”, or “above normal” monsoon in relation to a 
benchmark “long period average” (LPA).  
● According to the IMD, the “LPA of rainfall is the rainfall recorded over a particular region for 

a given interval (like month or season) average over a long period like 30 years, 50 years, 
etc”.  

● Along with the countrywide figure, the IMD also maintains LPAs for every meteorological 
region of the country.  

 
Why LPA is needed?  
● A 50-year LPA covers for large variations in either direction caused by freak years of unusually 

high or low rainfall (as a result of events such as El Nino or La Nina), as well as for the 
periodic drought years and the increasingly common extreme weather events caused by 
climate change.  

 
Monsoon in India- related key facts:  
1. Generally, across the world, the monsoons are experienced in the tropical area roughly 

between 20° N and 20° S.  
2. Out of a total of 4 seasonal divisions of India, monsoon occupies 2 divisions, namely- the 

southwest monsoon season and the retreating monsoon season.  
 

2. What are Karewas?  
In the name of development, Kashmir’s highly fertile alluvial soil deposits called ‘karewas’ are 
being destroyed.  
● Despite its agricultural and archaeological importance, karewas are now being excavated to 

be used in construction.  
 
What are Karewas?  
In the Kashmiri dialect, the term Karewa means “elevated table land”.  
● Firstly, this term was used by Godwin Austin in 1859 and later on by Lydekker in 1878 for 

unconsolidated to semi-consolidated sand clay conglomerate sequence.  
● “Vudr” is the local name for Karewas in Kashmiri language.  
Karewas are the thick deposits of glacial clay and other materials embedded with moraines. 
These are unconsolidated lacustrine deposits. Lacustrine means “associated with lakes”.  
 
How were they formed in Kashmir valley?  
● Kashmir valley resides between the Great Himalayas and the Pir Panjal ranges of the Kashmir 

Himalayas. In earlier times, when the upliftment of the Pir Panjal ranges happened, the flow 
of the river had stopped.  

● As a result, the whole of Kashmir valley became a large lake. Slowly, the glacial deposits have 
accumulated here in this lake. Thus creating a large lacustrine plain.  

● Later on, the water drained away and these unconsolidated deposits remained there. These 
unconsolidated gravel and mud deposits are known as Karewa formation.  

 
Economic significance of Karewas:  
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● Karewa deposits have different soil and sediments such as sand, clay, silt, shale, mud, lignite 

and losses. Hence, these are very useful for agricultural and horticulture activities.  
● Karewa formations are useful for the cultivation of Zafran. Zafran is a local variety of Saffron 

in Kashmir valley. These are also important for the cultivation of almond, walnut, apple, and 
orchards.  

 

3. Par Tapi Narmada river-linking project 
The tribals in Gujarat are protesting against 
the Centre’s Par Tapi Narmada river-linking 
project.  
 
About the Project:  
Envisioned under the 1980 National 
Perspective Plan.  
It proposes to link three rivers:  
1. Par, originating from Nashik in 

Maharashtra and flowing through 
Valsad.  

2. Tapi from Saputara that flows through 
Maharashtra and Surat in Gujarat.  

3. Narmada originating in Madhya Pradesh 
and flowing through Maharashtra and 
Bharuch and Narmada districts in 
Gujarat.  

The project proposes to transfer river water 
from the surplus regions of the Western 
Ghats to the deficit regions of Saurashtra and Kutch.  
 

4. Daylight Saving Time (DST) 
• U.S. Senate passed a law (Sunshine Protection Act) to make daylight saving time (DST) 

permanent. This will scrap the practice of changing clocks forward and back twice a year.  

• Daylight Saving Time (DST), also 
known as summertime in some 
countries, is a mechanism to save 
energy and it involves resetting the 
clocks. 

 
Benefit: 
In summer, the sun rises earlier and 
sets later, thus there will be more 
daylight hours. Thus, if the clocks are 
advanced in the summer months, there 
will be more usable hours of daylight. Hence, there will be longer evening daytime or an extra 
hour of daylight for activities, which ensures lower consumption of electricity and other forms of 
energy. 
In fall or autumn, as the duration of daylight becomes shorter, clocks are set back to standard 
time. 
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Science and Technology 

 

1. Europa 
Researchers have said that there might be an abundance of water pockets beneath formations 
called double ridges on Jupiter’s moon Europa.  
● Europa's surface is mostly solid water ice.  
● Double ridges are the formations which are most common on Europa’s surface and are 

similar to those seen on Earth’s Greenland ice sheet.  
 
About Europa:  
● Europa is slightly smaller than Earth’s moon and its diameter is about one-quarter that of the 

Earth.  
● Europa has a very thin oxygen atmosphere.  
● Interestingly, while its diameter is less than the Earth’s, Europa probably contains twice the 

amount of the water in all of the Earth’s oceans.  
NASA is expected to launch its Europa Clipper in 2024. The module will orbit Jupiter and conduct 
multiple close flybys to Europa to gather data on the moon’s atmosphere, surface and its interior.  
 

2. Polar Science and Cryosphere (PACER) scheme 
The Polar Science and Cryosphere (PACER) scheme has been approved for continuation during 
2021-2026.  
The PACER scheme:  
● Polar Science and Cryosphere Research (PACER) scheme comprises the Antarctic program, 

Indian Arctic program, Southern Ocean program and Cryosphere and Climate program.  
● It is being implemented successfully through National Centre for Polar and Ocean Research 

(NCPOR), an autonomous institute under the Ministry of Earth Sciences.  
 
What is the cryosphere?  
The cryosphere is the frozen water part of the Earth system.  
● These are places on Earth that are so cold that water is frozen solid. These areas of snow or 

ice, which are subject to temperatures below 0°C 32°F for at least part of the year, compose 
the cryosphere.  

● The term “cryosphere” comes from the Greek word, “krios,” which means cold.  
 
Ice and snow on land are one part of the cryosphere.  
● This includes the largest parts of the cryosphere, the continental ice sheets found in 

Greenland and Antarctica, as well as ice caps, glaciers, and areas of snow and permafrost.  
● When continental ice flows out from land and to the sea surface, we get shelf ice. 
The other part of the cryosphere is ice that is found in water. This includes frozen parts of the 
ocean, such as waters surrounding Antarctica and the Arctic. It also includes frozen rivers and 
lakes, which mainly occur in polar areas. 
 
Significance of 
Cryosphere: 
The components of the 
cryosphere play an 
important role in the 
Earth’s climate. 
● Snow and ice reflect 

heat from the sun, 
helping to regulate our 
planet’s temperature.  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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● Because polar regions are some of the most sensitive to climate shifts, the cryosphere may be 

one of the first places where scientists are able to identify global changes in climate. 
 
PACER encompasses the following six components.  

1. Construction of polar research vessel 
2. Construction of the third research base in Antarctica 
3. Indian scientific endeavours in the Arctic 
4. Polar expeditions-Antarctica 
5. Replacement of Maitri station 
6. Southern Ocean 

 
Objective of PACER scheme: To improve our understanding of Polar Science and cryosphere 
system.  
 

3. Solar conjunction event 
A team of scientists from different units of ISRO used ‘S-band’ radio signals from Mangalyaan, the 
Indian Mars orbiter, to study the solar corona and locate the area of the sun where the 
temperature rises abruptly.  
● The scientists utilised the solar conjunction event, when the Earth and Mars are on the 

opposite sides of the Sun.  
● During conjunction events, which happens once in two years for Mars, the radio signals from 

Mangalyaan pass through the solar corona. 
 
What is Solar Conjunction?  
It is the period when Earth and Mars, in their eternal 
march around the Sun, are obscured from each other 
by the fiery orb of the Sun itself.  
● The two planets are temporarily invisible to each 

other like dancers on either side of a huge bonfire.  
● Solar conjunction occurs every two years. 
 

4. PARAM Ganga 
The National Supercomputing Mission (NSM) has deployed “PARAM Ganga”, a supercomputer 
at IIT Roorkee, with a supercomputing capacity of 1.66 Petaflops.  
● The system is designed and commissioned by C-DAC under Phase 2 of the build approach of 

the NSM.  
 
About National Supercomputing Mission (NSM) is already covered in previous S&T Module. 
 

5. Gallium Nitride:  
Gallium Nitride Ecosystem Enabling Centre and Incubator (GEECI) has been set up in Bengaluru.  
● The facility has been jointly set up by the Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology 

and IISc Bengaluru.  
● It is aimed at establishing 

GaN based Development 
Line Foundry facility, 
especially for RF and 
power applications, 
including strategic 
applications.  

 
About Gallium Nitride:  
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Gallium Nitride (GaN) is believed to be the second most important material after silicon for 
electronics chips.  
Properties of Gallium Nitride: High heat capacity, Sensitivity to ionizing radiation is low, faster-
switching speed, higher thermal conductivity and lower on-resistance.  
 
Applications:  
● GaN is a semiconductor commonly used in blue light-emitting diodes (LEDs).  
● Gallium Nitride Technology is of strategic importance with its application in the field of 5G, 

space and defense.  
● Gallium Nitride (GaN) plays a key role in enabling e-vehicles and wireless communication.  
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Agriculture 

 

1. Parboiled rice 
The Centre has said it will stop the purchase of excess parboiled 
rice, of which Telangana is a major producer.  
● The demand for parboiled rice has come down in recent years.  
 
What is parboiled rice?  
It is rice that has been partially boiled at the paddy stage, before 
milling. Parboiling of rice is not a new practice, and has been followed in India since anc ient 
times.  
 
How is it prepared today?  
There are several processes for parboiling rice. For example:  
1. CFTRI, Mysuru, uses a method in which the paddy is soaked in hot water for three hohours. 

The water is then drained and the paddy steamed for 20 minutes. Also, the paddy is dried in 
the shade.  

2. Chromate soaking process: It uses chromate, a family of salt in which the anion contains both 
chromium and oxygen, which removes the odour from the wet rice.  

All processes generally involve three stages — soaking, steaming and drying. After passing 
through these stages, the paddy goes for milling.  
 
What are the benefits?  
● Parboiling makes rice tougher. This reduces the chances of the rice kernel breaking during 

milling.  
● Parboiling also increases the nutrient value of the rice.  
● Parboiled rice has a higher resistance to insects and fungi.  
 
Disadvantages:  
● The rice becomes darker and may smell unpleasant due to prolonged soaking.  
● Besides, setting up a parboiling rice milling unit requires a higher investment than a raw rice 

milling unit.  
 

2. AgriStack 
The AgriStack is a collection of technologies and digital databases proposed by the Central 
Government focusing on India’s farmers and the agricultural sector.  
● The central government has claimed that these new databases are being built to primarily 

tackle issues such as poor access to credit and wastage in the agricultural supply chain.  
 
Features and significance:  
● Under AgriStack’, the government aims to provide ‘required data sets’ of farmers’ personal 

information to Microsoft to develop a farmer interface for ‘smart and well-organized 
agriculture’.  

● The digital repository will aid precise targeting of subsidies, services and policies.  
● Under the programme, each farmer of the country will get what is being called an FID, or a 

farmers’ ID, linked to land records to uniquely identify them. India has 140 million operational 
farm-land holdings.  

 

3. Horticulture 
Greenhouse Horticulture is also known as protected cropping. It is the production of horticultural 
crops within, under or sheltered by structures for providing modified growing conditions and/or 
protection from adverse weather, pests, and diseases.  
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What is Horticulture?  
The term horticulture is derived from two Latin words hortus, meaning ‘garden’, and cultura 
meaning ‘cultivation’ hence meaning, crops cultivated in a garden cultivation.  

● It is a science and art of production, utilisation and improvement of fruits, vegetables, 
flowers and other plants for human food, non-food uses and social needs.  

L.H. Bailey is considered the Father of American Horticulture and M.H. Marigowda is considered 
the Father of Indian Horticulture.  
 
Mission for Integrated Development of Horticulture (MIDH):  
Centrally Sponsored Scheme for the holistic growth of the horticulture sector covering fruits, 
vegetables and other areas.  
Under MIDH, Government of India contributes 60% of the total outlay for developmental 
programmes in all the states (except North Eastern and Himalayan states where GOI contributes 
90%) & 40% is contributed by State governments.  
It has five major schemes on horticulture- 

1. National Horticulture Mission (NHM)  
2. Horticulture Mission for North East and Himalayan States (HMNEH)  
3. National Horticulture Board (NHB)  
4. Coconut Development Board (CDB) &  
5. Central Institute of Horticulture (CIH), Nagaland.  

 
National Horticulture Board (NHB):  
● It was set up in 1984 on the basis of recommendations of the "Group on Perishable 

Agricultural Commodities", headed by Dr M. S. Swaminathan.  
● Headquartered at Gurugram.  
● Objective is to improve integrated development of Horticulture industry and to help in 

coordinating, sustaining the production and processing of fruits and vegetables.  
 

4. ‘Meri Policy Mere Haath’ campaign 
● The campaign is part of the Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana.  
● It is aimed at motivating all farmers in the country to insure their crops.  
● Under this program, every farmer who has taken insurance under the Pradhan Mantri Fasal 

Bima Yojana (PMFBY) will get the policy documents at their doorstep. 
 
Significance:  
● The campaign empowers the farmers through crop insurance awareness and by bringing the 

insurance policy to their doorsteps.  
● The campaign will also help in increasing the direct communication between the farmers and 

insurance companies.  
 
About PMFBY:  
The Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana (PMFBY) has successfully entered its seventh year of 
implementation with the upcoming Kharif 2022 season, completing six years of its 
implementation since its announcement on 18 February 2016.  
● It is in line with the One Nation – One Scheme theme- It replaced National Agricultural 

Insurance Scheme (NAIS) and Modified National Agricultural Insurance Scheme (MNAIS).  
● Coverage: All food & oilseed crops and annual commercial/horticultural crops for which past 

yield data is available.  
● Premium: The prescribed premium is 2% to be paid by farmers for all Kharif crops and 1.5% 

for all rabi crops. In the case of annual commercial and horticultural crops, the premium is 
5%.  

 
Objectives:  
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1. To provide insurance coverage and financial support to the farmers in the event of 

failure of any of the notified crops as a result of natural calamities, pests & diseases.  
2. To stabilise the income of farmers to ensure their continuance in farming.  
3. To encourage farmers to adopt innovative and modern agricultural practices.  
4. To ensure flow of credit to the agriculture sector.  

 
Coverage: 
The Scheme covers all Food & Oilseeds crops and Annual Commercial/Horticultural Crops for 
which past yield data is available and for which requisite number of Crop Cutting Experiments 
(CCEs) are being conducted under General Crop Estimation Survey (GCES). 
 
However, some states have withdrawn from the scheme. 
 
PMFBY to PMFBY 2.0 (overhauled PMFBY):  
Completely Voluntary: It has been decided to make enrolment 100% voluntary for all farmers 
from 2020 Kharif. 
Limit to Central Subsidy: The Cabinet has decided to cap the Centre’s premium subsidy under 
these schemes for premium rates up to 30% for unirrigated areas/crops and 25% for irrigated 
areas/crops. 
More Flexibility to States: The government has given the flexibility to states/UTs to implement 
PMFBY and given them the option to select any number of additional risk covers/features like 
prevented sowing, localised calamity, mid-season adversity, and post-harvest losses. 
Penalising the Pendency: In the revamped PMFBY, a provision has been incorporated wherein if 
states don’t release their share before March 31 for the Kharif season and September 30 for rabi, 
they would not be allowed to participate in the scheme in subsequent seasons. 
Investing in ICE Activities: Insurance companies have to now spend 0.5% of the total premium 
collected on information, education and communication (IEC) activities. 
 

5. Scheme for Women Farmers 
In order to familiarize women with the latest techniques in agriculture and allied sectors, trainings 
are being imparted to women farmers under schemes of Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers 
Welfare and Ministry of Rural Development. 
● The guidelines of the various beneficiary-oriented schemes of the Department of Agriculture 

& Cooperation and Farmers Welfare (DAC&FW), provide that States and other Implementing 
Agencies to incur atleast 30% expenditure on women farmers.  

Following schemes have specific components for the welfare of women farmres: 
1. National Food Security Mission,  
2. National Mission on Oilseed & Oil Palm,  
3. National Mission on Sustainable Agriculture,  
4. Sub-Mission for Seed and Planting Material,  
5. Sub-Mission on Agricultural Mechanization and  
6. Mission for Integrated Development of Horticulture. 

 
Mahila Kisan Sashaktikaran Pariyojana (MKSP): 
The Department of Rural Development, launched a specific scheme namely ‘Mahila Kisan 
Sashaktikaran Pariyojana (MKSP)’. 
● It is a subcomponent of DAY-NRLM (Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana — National Rural 

Livelihoods Mission).  
● This scheme is being implemented since 2011. 
● Objectives:  To empower women by making systematic investments to enhance their 

participation and productivity, as also create sustainable livelihoods of rural women.  
● Implementation: The program is implemented in project mode through State Rural 

Livelihoods Mission (SRLM) as Project Implementing Agencies. 
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Environment 

 

1. State Energy and Climate Index 
Recently, the NITI Aayog launched the State Energy and Climate Index (SECI).  
● It is the first index that aims to track the efforts made by states and UTs in the climate and 

energy sector.  
 
State Energy and Climate Index:  
● The States have been categorized based on size and geographical differences as larger and 

smaller States and UTs.  
● The index is based on 2019-20 data.  
● The states and UTs are categorized into three groups: Front Runners, Achievers, and 

Aspirants.  
 
The objectives of the index are:  
1. Ranking the States based on their efforts towards improving energy access, energy 

consumption, energy efficiency, and safeguarding the environment.  
2. Helping drive the agenda of the affordable, accessible, efficient and clean energy transition at 

the State level.  
3. Encouraging healthy competition among the states on different dimensions of energy and 

climate.  
 
It ranks the states’ performance on 6 parameters, namely:  

1. DISCOM’s Performance.  
2. Access, Affordability and Reliability of Energy.  
3. Clean Energy Initiatives.  
4. Energy Efficiency.  
5. Environmental Sustainability.  
6. New Initiatives.  

The parameters are further divided into 27 indicators.  
 
Performance of various states:  
1. Gujarat, Kerala and Punjab have been ranked as the top three performers in the category of 

larger States, while Jharkhand, Madhya Pradesh and Chhattisgarh were the bottom three 
States.  

 

2. Ammonia in Yamuna 
The acceptable maximum limit of ammonia in drinking water, as per the Bureau of Indian 
Standards, is 0.5 ppm.  
 
What is ammonia and what are its effects?  
Ammonia is a colourless gas and is used as an industrial chemical in the production of fertilisers, 
plastics, synthetic fibres, dyes and other products. 
● It consists of hydrogen and nitrogen. In its aqueous form, it is called ammonium hydroxide. 
● This inorganic compound has a pungent smell.  
● Occurrence: Ammonia occurs naturally in the environment from the breakdown of organic 

waste matter. 
● It is lighter than air. 
 
Contamination:  
It may find its way to ground and surface water sources through industrial effluents or through 
contamination by sewage. 
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● If the concentration of ammonia in water is above 1 ppm it is toxic to fishes.  
● In humans, long term ingestion of water having ammonia levels of 1 ppm or above may cause 

damage to internal organs. 
 
How does it enter the Yamuna?  
The most likely source is believed to be effluents from dye units, distilleries and other factories in 
Panipat and Sonepat districts in Haryana, and also sewage from some unsewered colonies in this 
stretch of the river. 
 

3. Noise Pollution 
What is Noise pollution according to Indian laws?  
Noise is anything that is an unwanted sound, according to the Central Pollution Control Board. 
Any unwanted sound that causes annoyance, irritation and pain to the human ear is termed 
‘noise’.  
 
What is the acceptable level of noise?  
● Rules have defined the acceptable levels of noise across areas during daytime and night time. 

Daytime comprises 6 am to 10 pm, and night is 10 pm to 6 am.  
● In commercial areas, noise limitation has been fixed at 65 dB and 55 dB during daytime and 

night time respectively. In residential areas, they are 55 dB and 45 dB during daytime and 
night respectively.  

● In industrial areas, the ceiling is fixed at 75dB and 70dB during daytime and night time, 
whereas in silence zones, the same is at 50dB and 40dB.  

 
The Noise Pollution (Regulation and Control) Rules, 2000:  
Section 2 (a) of the Air (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1981 considers noise as ‘air 
pollutant’. According to reports, “air pollutant" is any solid, liquid, or gaseous substance, including 
noise, present in the atmosphere in such concentrations as to be or tend to be harmful to 
humans, other living creatures, plants, property, or the environment.  
● Noise pollution and its sources are regulated under The Noise Pollution (Regulation and 

Control) Rules, 2000 under The Environment (Protection) Act, 1986.  
● Under the Act, there is a defined ambient acceptable noise levels, restrictions on the use of 

loudspeakers, sound-emitting construction equipment, horns, bursting of crackers and so on.  
 
What are the laws around loudspeakers?  
Central Pollution Control Board has listed fines for the violation of noise pollution norms, 
including the use of loudspeakers or public addresses that can result in a fine of Rs 10,000.  
● The noise level at the boundary of the public place, where a loudspeaker or public address 

system or any other noise source is being used, shall not exceed 10 dB (A) above the ambient 
noise standards for the area or 75 dB (A), whichever is lower.  

● The rules also state that a loudspeaker or a public address system shall not be used except 
after obtaining written permission from the designated authority.  

● Exemption: The state government can provide exemption during any cultural or religious 
festive occasion of a limited duration not exceeding 15 days in all during a calendar year.  

 
How can noise pollution impact health?  
While noise pollution does not receive as much attention as air and water pollution, it is known to 
impact the health of people.  
● According to the World Health Organisation (WHO), about 1.1 billion young people (aged 

between 12–35 years) are at the risk of hearing loss due to noise exposure.  
● The WHO has stated that there is sufficient evidence that noise exposure at night causes self-

reported sleep disturbance and noise-induced sleep disturbance is viewed as a health 
problem.  
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● WHO also states there is evidence, albeit limited, that disturbed sleep causes fatigue, 

accidents and reduced performance.  
● Various physical disorders due to higher noise include temporary deafness, headache and an 

increase in blood pressure.  
 

4. Carbon Pricing 
Pennsylvania has become the first major fossil fuel-producing state in the US to adopt a carbon 
pricing policy to address climate change.  
● It joins 11 states where coal, oil and natural gas power plants must buy credits for every ton 

of carbon dioxide they emit.  
 
What is the Carbon Pricing Approach?  
Carbon pricing is an instrument that captures the external costs of greenhouse gas(GHG) 
emissions and ties them to their sources through a price usually in the form of a price on the 
carbon dioxide (CO2) emitted.  
● These GHG emissions include the costs of emissions that the public pays for, such as damage 

to crops, health care costs from heatwaves and droughts, and loss of property from flooding 
and sea-level rise.  

● A price on carbon helps shift the burden for the damage from GHG emissions back to those 
who are responsible for it and who can avoid it.  

 
There are two main types of carbon pricing namely:  
Emission Trading System (ETS): It is a system where emitters can trade emission units to meet 
their emission targets.  
Carbon Tax: It directly sets a price on carbon by defining a tax rate on greenhouse gas emissions 
or – more commonly – on the carbon content of fossil fuels.  
 
Different approaches adopted by countries to address climate change:  
Social Cost of Carbon: The United States has adopted a less direct approach known as the Social 
Cost of Carbon. This approach calculates future climate damages to justify tougher restrictions on 
polluting industries.  
Carbon Pricing approach: On the other hand, countries like Canada have adopted a Carbon 
Pricing approach. For example, Canada imposes fuel charges on individuals and also makes big 
polluters pay for emissions. It’s one of 27 nations with some kind of carbon tax.  
 
Differences:  
● The social cost of carbon attempts to capture the value of all climate damage, centuries into 

the future.  
● Carbon pricing reflects how much companies are willing to pay today for a limited amount of 

emission credits offered at auction.  
In other words, the social cost of carbon guides policy, while carbon pricing represents policy in 
practice.  
 

5. Extra neutral alcohol (ENA) 
● It is a by-product of the sugar industry.  
● Formed from molasses that are a residue of sugarcane processing.  
● It is the primary raw material for making alcoholic beverages.  
 
Features:  

• It is colourless food-grade alcohol that does not have any impurities. 

• It has a neutral smell and taste and typically contains over 95 per cent alcohol by volume. 
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Other applications of ENA:  
● An essential ingredient in the manufacture of cosmetics and personal care products such as 

perfumes, toiletries, hair spray, etc.  
● Utilized in the production of some lacquers, paints and ink for the printing industry, as well as 

in pharmaceutical products such as antiseptics, drugs, syrups, medicated sprays.  
 

6. Surat gets India’s first steel slag road:  
Surat has become the first city in the country to get a processed steel slag (industrial waste) road.  
● This project falls under the initiative of the Waste to Wealth and Clean India Campaign.  
● It is a part of a joint-venture project by the Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR), 

Central Road Research Institute (CRRI), Union Ministry of Steel, government think-tank NITI 
Ayog, and ArcelorMtttal-Nippon Steel (AM/NS), at Hazira.  

The slag is generated from a steel furnace burning at around 1,500-1,600 degree centigrade in 
the form of molten flux material as an impurity.  
 

7. Air Quality Database 2022 
World Health Organisation (WHO) has released Air Quality Database 2022, which shows that 
Almost the entire global population (99 %) breathes air that exceeds WHO’s air quality limits.  
● The WHO for the first time has taken ground measurements of annual mean concentrations 

of nitrogen dioxide (NO2).  
● It also includes measurements of Particulate Matter with diameters equal or smaller than 10 

μm (PM10) or 2.5 μm (PM2.5).  
● The findings have prompted WHO to highlight the importance of curbing fossil fuel use and 

taking other tangible steps to reduce air pollution levels.  
 
Key findings:  
● According to the report “Air quality is poorest in the Eastern Mediterranean and Southeast 

Asia regions, followed by Africa”.  
● The highest concentrations of Nitrogen dioxide were found in the eastern Mediterranean 

region.  
● In low and middle-income countries, air quality in less than 1% of the cities complies with 

WHO recommended thresholds.  
 

8. Indian Tent Turtles:  
● The Indian tent turtle is listed in Schedule –I of the Wild Life 

(Protection) Act, 1972 and is thereby provided the highest degree of 
protection.  

● The males are smaller than the females in size and have longer and 
thicker tails.  

● It is a species of turtle that is native to India, Nepal and Bangladesh 
and it is quite similar to the Indian roofed turtle.  

● IUCN: Lower Risk/ least concern.  
Recently, the Union Minister of Environment said in Parliament that there are no reports to 
indicate that the Indian tent turtle is on the verge of extinction due to illegal mining in the 
Narmada River.  
 

9. “Species richness” survey 
Every year, the Wildlife Department of Forests and Wildlife Preservation, Punjab, conducts 
waterbirds census exercise in six major and most biodiverse wetlands, which include the Nangal 
Wildlife Sanctuary, the Ropar Conservation Reserve, the Harike Wildlife Sanctuary, the Kanjli 
Wetland, the Keshopur-Miani Community Reserve and the Ranjit Sagar Conservation Reserve.  
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● However, the census could not be done this year on account of dense fog conditions. Instead 

a “species richness” survey was conducted by the Department of Forests and Wildlife 
Preservation with the support from the WWF-India.  

 
What are waterbirds?  
According to Wetlands International (WI), waterbirds are defined as species of birds that are 
ecologically dependent on wetlands. These birds are considered to be an important health 
indicator of wetlands of a region.  
 
Highlights of the survey:  
● The waterbird count was highest in the Harike Wildlife Sanctuary followed by the Keshopur–

Miani Community Reserve, Ropar Conservation Reserve and Nangal Wildlife Sanctuary.  
● Wetlands like Keshopur–Miani and Shallpattan are the only wetlands in Punjab to host the 

migratory population of common crane and resident population of the Sarus crane.  
● The Ropar and Nangal wetlands host the three migratory water species of the family 

Podicipedidae i.e., black-necked Grebe, Horned Grebe and Greater Crested Grebe along with 
the resident Little Grebe.  

● Eurasian Coot was one of the most common waterbirds spotted in almost all protected 
wetlands of Punjab during the survey.  

 
Central Asian flyway:  
Every winter, the birds make their way to 
India through the central Asian flyway, which 
covers a large continental area of Europe–Asia 
between the Arctic and the Indian Oceans.  
 
What is a flyway?  
A flyway is a geographical region within 
which a single or a group of migratory 
species completes its annual cycle – 
breeding, moulting, staging and non-breeding.  
 
About the Central Asian Flyway:  
● Central Asian Flyway (CAF) covers a large 

area of Eurasia between the Arctic and 
Indian Oceans.  

● Including India, there are 30 countries 
under the Central Asian Flyway.  

● The CAF comprises several important migration routes of waterbirds, most of which extend 
from the northernmost breeding grounds in Siberia to the southernmost non-breeding 
wintering grounds in West Asia, India, the Maldives and the British Indian Ocean Territory.  

 

10. Tiger Density in India 
Preliminary findings of a study by the Wildlife Institute of India(WII) suggest that the density of 
tigers in the Sunderbans may have reached the carrying capacity of the mangrove forests, 
leading to frequent dispersals and a surge in human-wildlife conflict.  
 
Key facts related to tiger population:  
1. As per the World Wide Fund for Nature, the number of tigers dropped by 95 per cent over 

the past 150 years.  
2. India is the land of royal tigers and current tiger population stands at 2967 which is 70 per 

cent of the global tiger population.  
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3. Madhya Pradesh has the highest number of tigers at 526, closely followed by Karnataka 

(524) and Uttarakhand (442).  
4. Kanha Tiger Reserve in Madhya Pradesh is the first tiger reserve in India to officially 

introduce a mascot, Bhoorsingh the Barasingha.  
 
Conservation efforts- National 
and Global:  
1. The National Tiger 

Conservation Authority 
(NTCA) has launched the M-
STrIPES (Monitoring System 
for Tigers – Intensive 
Protection and Ecological 
Status), a mobile monitoring 
system for forest guards.  

2. At the Petersburg Tiger 
Summit in 2010, leaders of 
13 tiger range countries 
resolved to do more for the 
tiger and embarked on 
efforts to double its number 
in the wild, with a popular 
slogan ‘T X 2’.  

3. The Global Tiger Initiative 
(GTI) program of the World 
Bank, using its presence and 
convening ability, brought 
global partners together to 
strengthen the tiger agenda. 

4. Over the years, the initiative 
has institutionalised itself as 
a separate entity in the form of the Global Tiger Initiative Council (GTIC), with its two arms –
the Global Tiger Forum and the Global Snow Leopard Ecosystem Protection Program.  

5. The Project Tiger, launched way back in 1973, has grown to more than 50 reserves amounting 
to almost 2.2% of the country’s geographical area.  

 
Other Facts related to Tiger population has been covered in previous Environment Module. 
 

11. India’s Arctic Policy 
The Centre released India’s Arctic Policy, with 
the aim of enhancing the country’s 
cooperation with the resource-rich and 
rapidly transforming region. 
 
India’s Arctic Policy 
The six pillars of the Policy are as follows: 

• Science and Research 
• Economic and Human Development 

Cooperation 
• Climate and Environmental 

Protection 
• Transportation and Connectivity 
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• Governance and International Cooperation 
• National Capacity Building 

 
The Objectives of the Policy  

• Strengthening national capabilities and competencies in science and exploration, climate and 
environmental protection, maritime and economic cooperation with the Arctic region. 
Institutional and human resource capacities will be strengthened within Government and 
academic, research and business institutions. 

• Inter-ministerial coordination in pursuit of India's interests in the Arctic. 

• Enhancing understanding of the impact of climate change in the Arctic on India's climate, 
economic, and energy security. 

• Contributing better analysis, prediction, and coordinated policymaking on the implications of 
ice melting in the Arctic on India's economic, military and strategic interests related to global 
shipping routes, energy security, and exploitation of mineral wealth. 

• Studying linkages between polar regions and the Himalayas. 

• Deepen cooperation between India and countries of the Arctic region under various Arctic 
forums, drawing expertise from scientific and traditional knowledge. 

• Increase India’s participation in the Arctic Council and improve understanding of the 
complex governance structures in the Arctic, relevant international laws, and geopolitics of 
the region  

 

12. Extinction Rebellion (XR) 
● Initially, launched in the United Kingdom on October 31, 2018, as a response to a report by 

the United Nations Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC).  
● Now, it is a global movement which seeks to “rebel”, and asks groups to “self-organise”, 

without the need for anyone’s permission, to come up with collective action plans as long as 
they adhere to the group’s core principles and values.  

● It is a decentralised, international and politically non-partisan movement using non-violent 
direct action and civil disobedience to persuade governments to act justly on the Climate 
and Ecological Emergency.  

 
The group has “three core demands” of governments around the world.  
● It wants governments to “Tell the Truth”, to “Act Now”, and to “Go Beyond Politics” in order 

to confront the climate and ecological emergency that the world is faced with.  
 
XR and India:  
● The movement claims to have been inspired by 15 major civil disobedience movements 

around the world, including, apart from Women’s Suffrage and the Arab Spring, India’s 
struggle for Independence. 

● It refers to Mahatma Gandhi’s Salt March in 1930.  
● XR’s website says there are 19 groups in the country, including in the cities of Mumbai, Pune, 

Delhi, Hyderabad, Bengaluru, Kolkata, and Chennai.  
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13. International Day of Forests - 21st March 
Observed on: 21st March every year since 2012.  
The organizers are the United Nations Forum on Forests and the Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United Nations (FAO), in collaboration with Governments, the Collaborative 
Partnership on Forests and other relevant organizations in the field.  
 
Background:  
The occasion was established, and the date fixed, on November 28, 2012, by a resolution of the 
United Nations General Assembly (UNGA). The aim behind observing the International Day of 
Forests is to ‘celebrate and raise awareness of the importance of all types of forests.’  
 
Theme 2022:  
● “Forests and sustainable production and consumption”.  
 

14. Earth Hour 
Every year, Earth Hour is observed on the last Saturday of March at 8:30 pm. And while 
previously it brought the public out onto the roads to mark the hour, this year the famous 
environmental initiative went digital.  
 
The topic for Earth Hour 2022 will be "Shape Our Future." This is a pivotal year for everyone and 
our world. It is up to us to #ShapeOurFuture by raising awareness about the serious issues 
impacting our world today.  
 
What is Earth Hour?  
Dating back to 2007, Earth Hour is an annual event organized by the World Wildlife Fund that 
promotes conservation and sustainable energy. During this time, civilians are encouraged to 
switch off their lights for one hour to help reduce the effect of global warming and raise 
awareness for climate change and wildlife conservation. 
 
What’s the difference between Earth Hour and Earth Day?  
Whereas Earth Hour stands as a climate change initiative where people reduce their electricity 
usage, Earth Day (April 22) celebrates our natural environment by inspiring people to plant trees, 
recycle regularly and keep the planet tidy. 
 

15. India’s First Dugong Reserve in Palk Bay:  
● India’s first Dugong conservation reserve will be built in Tamil Nadu’s Palk Bay for the 

conservation of Dugong.  
● It would be established in the Gulf of Mannar, Palk Bay between India and Sri Lanka, for the 

conservation of the animals.  
● The reserve will spread over an area of 500 km in Palk Bayon the southeast coast of Tamil 

Nadu.  
Dugongs are on the verge of extinction, as in the Andaman and Nicobar Islands their population is 
less than 100.  
● Both in the Gulf of Mannar and the Gulf of Kutch, there are very few sporadic records.  
 
Dugong: The sea cow:  
● Dugong or the sea cow is the State animal of Andaman 

& Nicobar Islands.  
● This endangered marine speciessurvive on seagrass and 

other aquatic vegetation found in the area.  
● They are marine mammals and have to surface every 

four minutes to breathe.  
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● It is the only herbivorous mammal that is strictly marine and is the only extant species in the 

family Dugongidae.  
● Vulnerable under IUCN red list.  
 

16. Vedanthangal Bird Sanctuary:  
● Located in Tamil Nadu.  
● The sanctuary was notified as RF (Reserve Forest) in 1963 under the Madras Act 1882.  
● Finally in 1998, the sanctuary was notified under section 26(i) of the Wildlife Protection Act 

1972.  
● There are about 28,000 land and water birds visiting this prestigious wetland sanctuary.  
● It is home to migratory birds such as pintail, garganey, grey wagtail, blue-winged teal, 

common sandpiper and the like.  
● It is the oldest water bird sanctuary in the country.  
● Vedanthangal in Tamil language means 'hamlet of the hunter'.  
 

17. Forest elephants:  
Across the African continent the populations of both 
species of African elephants — forest and savanna — have 
been declining due to habitat loss, poaching and human-
wildlife conflict.  
● Forest elephants are listed by the International Union 

for Conservation of Nature as “Critically Endangered” 
— a category for species that have declined over 80 per 
cent within three generations.  

● And it has listed savanna elephants as “Endangered” — indicating a decline of over 50 per 
cent within three generations.  

 
Forest elephants:  
● It is native to humid forests in West Africa and the Congo Basin.  
● It is the smallest of the three living elephant species, reaching a shoulder height of 2.4 m (7 ft 

10 in).  
 

18. Boma technique:  
Africa’s Boma technique was undertaken at Keoladeo National Park in Rajasthan’s Bharatpur 
district recently for capturing and translocating spotted deer.  
● The aim is to improve the prey base in Mukundara Hills Tiger Reserve, situated 450 km away.  
● The move will lead to herbivores populating the forests ahead of the proposed shifting of two 

tigers to Mukundara.  
 
What is Boma Technique?  
● The Boma capturing technique, which is popular 

in Africa, involves luring of animals into an 
enclosure by chasing them through a funnel-like 
fencing.  

● The funnel tapers into an animal selection-cum-
loading chute, supported with grass mats and green net to make it opaque for animals, which 
are herded into a large vehicle for their transport to another location.  
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Government Schemes 

 

1. Raising and Accelerating MSME Performance (RAMP) 
Recently, The Union Cabinet approved a USD 808 million or Rs 6,062.45 crore, World Bank 
assisted programme on “Raising and Accelerating MSME Performance” (RAMP).  
● RAMP is a new scheme and would commence in FY 2022-23.  
 
What is RAMP?  
● “Raising and Accelerating MSME Performance” (RAMP) is a World Bank assisted Central 

Sector Scheme.  
● It has been launched to support various Resilience and Recovery Interventions of the 

Ministry of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MoMSME).  
● In addition to building the MoMSME’s capacity at the national level, the RAMP program will 

seek to scale up implementation capacity and MSME coverage in States.  
 
Objective: 
The programme aims at improving access to market and credit, strengthening institutions and 
governance at the Centre and State, improving Centre-State linkages and partnerships, addressing 
issues of delayed payments and greening of MSMEs.  
 
RAMP will function as a:  
1. ‘’Policy Provider’’ through the enhanced capacity for evidence-based policy and program 

design, to enable the delivery of more effective and cost-efficient MSME interventions to 
improve competitiveness and business sustainability.  

2. “Knowledge Provider” through bench-marking, sharing and demonstrating best 
practices/success stories by leveraging international experiences.  

3. “Technology Provider” by providing access to high-end technology resulting in the digital and 
technological transformation of MSMEs through state of art Artificial Intelligence, Data 
Analytics, Internet of things (IoT), Machine Learning etc.  

 
Background: 
RAMP was formulated and proposed by the Government of India, for strengthening MSMEs in 
line with the recommendations made by U K Sinha Committee, KV Kamath Committee and 
Economic Advisory Council to the Prime Minister (PMEAC).  
 

2. UDAN scheme 
The UDAN scheme, the Ministry of Civil Aviation's flagship initiative to provide air connectivity in 
non-metro tier II and III cities, has been selected for the Prime Minister’s Award for Excellence in 
Public Administration 2020.  
 
About UDAN scheme (Ude Desh Ka Aam Nagrik) Scheme:  
Launched in 2016, the scheme is aimed at enhancing connectivity to remote and regional areas of 
the country and making air travel affordable.  
● It is a key component of Centre’s National Civil Aviation Policy led by Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi and launched in June 2017.  
● It is also known as the regional connectivity scheme (RCS) as it seeks to improve air 

connectivity to tier-2 and tier-3 cities through revival of unused and underused airports.  
● Under the scheme, nearly half of the seats in Udan flights are offered at subsidised fares, and 

the participating carriers are provided a certain amount of viability gap funding (VGF) - an 
amount shared between the Centre and the concerned states.  

● The scheme will be jointly funded by the central government and state governments.  
● The scheme will run for 10 years and can be extended thereafter.  
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Key features of the scheme:  
1. Airlines are awarded routes under the programme through a bidding process and are required 

to offer airfares at the rate of ₹2,500 per hour of flight.  
2. At least 50% of the total seats on an aircraft have to be offered at cheaper rates.  
3. In order to enable airlines to offer affordable fares they are given a subsidy from the 

Government for a period of three years.  
4. The Government had also earmarked ₹4,500 crore for revival of 50 airports in the first three 

years.  
 
UDAN 4.0:  
● The 4th round of 

UDAN was 
launched in 
December 2019 
with a special 
focus on North-
Eastern Regions, 
Hilly States, and 
Islands.  

● The airports that 
had already been 
developed by 
Airports Authority of India (AAI) are given higher priority for the award of VGF (Viability Gap 
Funding) under the Scheme.  

● Under UDAN 4, the operation of helicopters and seaplanes is also been incorporated.  
 

3. Extradition 
As defined by Hon’ble Supreme Court of India, ‘Extradition is the delivery on the part of one 
State to another of those whom it is desired to deal with for crimes of which they have been 
accused or convicted and are justifiable in the Courts of the other State’.  
 
When can it be initiated?  
An Extradition request for an accused can be initiated in the case of under-investigation, under-
trial and convicted criminals.  
● In cases under investigation, abundant precautions have to be exercised by the law 

enforcement agency to ensure that it is in possession of prima facie evidence to sustain the 
allegation before the Courts of Law in the Foreign State.  

 
What is the Legislative Basis for Extradition in India?  
The Extradition Act 1962 provides India’s legislative basis for extradition. It consolidated the law 
relating to the extradition of criminal fugitive from India to foreign states. The Indian Extradition 
Act, 1962 was substantially modified in 1993 by Act 66 of 1993. 
 
Who is the nodal authority for Extradition in India? 
The Consular, Passport & Visa (CPV) Division, Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India is 
the Central/Nodal Authority that administers the Extradition Act and it processes incoming and 
outgoing Extradition Requests. 
 
An alleged offender may not be extradited to the requesting state in the following cases: 
1. No treaty – In absence of a treaty, States are not obligated to extradite aliens/nationals. 
2. No treaty crime – Extradition is generally limited to crimes identified in the treaty which may 

vary in relation to one State from another, as provided by the treaty. 
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3. Military and Political Offences – Extradition may be denied for purely military and political 

offences. Terrorist offences and violent crimes are excluded from the definition of political 
offences for the purposes of extradition treaties. 

4. Want of Dual Criminality – Dual criminality exists when conduct constituting the offence 
amounts to a criminal offence in both India and the foreign country. 

5. Procedural considerations – Extradition may be denied when due procedure as required by 
the Extradition Act of 1962 is not followed. 

 

4. laws for surveillance in India 
Communication surveillance in India takes place primarily under two laws:  

1. The Telegraph Act, 1885.  
2. The Information Technology Act, 2000. 

 
What does the Telegraph Act say?  
Basically, the Act deals with interception of calls.  

● Under this law, the government can intercept calls only in certain situations — the 
interests of the sovereignty and integrity of India, the security of the state, friendly 
relations with foreign states or public order, or for preventing incitement to the 
commission of an offence.  

● These are the same restrictions imposed on free speech under Article 19(2) of the 
Constitution.  

● The law also states that even this lawful interception cannot take place against 
journalists except under a few circumstances.  

The directions for interception remain in force, unless revoked earlier, for a period not 
exceeding 60 days. They may be renewed, but not beyond a total of 180 days.  
 
Public Union for Civil Liberties v Union of India (1996):  
A public interest litigation was filed in the wake of the report on “Tapping of politicians phones” 
by the CBI.  
● So, the Supreme Court pointed out lack of procedural safeguards in the provisions of the 

Telegraph Act and laid down certain guidelines for interceptions.  
These guidelines formed the basis of introducing:  

1. Rule 419A in the Telegraph Rules in 2007.  
2. The rules prescribed under the IT Act in 2009.  

 
1. Rule 419A in the Telegraph Rules in 2007:  

A Secretary to the Government of India in the Ministry of Home Affairs can pass orders of 
interception in the case of Centre, and a secretary-level officer who is in-charge of the Home 
Department can issue such directives in the case of a state government.  
● In unavoidable circumstances such orders may be made by an officer, not below the rank of a 

Joint Secretary to the Government of India, who has been duly authorised by the Union Home 
Secretary or the state Home Secretary.  

 
2. IT Act, 2000:  

Under the IT Act, all electronic transmission of data can be intercepted.  
● Apart from the restrictions provided in Section 5(2) of the Telegraph Act and Article 19(2) of 

the Constitution, Section 69 the IT Act adds another aspect that makes it broader — 
interception, monitoring and decryption of digital information “for the investigation of an 
offence”.  

● Significantly, it dispenses with the condition precedent set under the Telegraph Act that 
requires “the occurrence of public emergency of the interest of public safety” which widens 
the ambit of powers under the law.  
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Who can tap phones?  
In the states, police have the powers to tap phones. At the Centre, 10 agencies are authorised to 
do so: Intelligence Bureau, CBI, Enforcement Directorate, Narcotics Control Bureau, Central Board 
of Direct Taxes, Directorate of Revenue Intelligence, National Investigation Agency, R&AW, 
Directorate of Signal Intelligence, and the Delhi Police Commissioner. Tapping by any other 
agency would be considered illegal.  
 

5. Defence Acquisition Procedure 
Defence Acquisition Procedure (DAP) 2020 has been amended based on the approvals accorded 
by Defence Acquisition Council (DAC) in respect of the following:  
1. Going forward all modernisation requirements of the Defence Services and Indian Coast 

Guard are to be indigenously sourced irrespective of the nature of procurement.  
2. Import of defence equipment/sourcing from Foreign Industry of capital acquisitions should 

only be an exception and undertaken with specific approval of DAC/Raksha Mantri.  
3. Requirement of Integrity Pact Bank Guarantee (IPBG) has been dispensed with. Instead, 

Earnest Money Deposit (EMD) will be taken as a bid security for all acquisition cases with 
Acceptance of Necessity (AoN) cost more than Rs 100 crore.  

 
Highlights of the new policy:  

1. Reservations for Indigenous firms: 
The policy reserves several procurement categories for indigenous firms. 
DAP 2020 defines an “Indian vendor” as a company that is owned and controlled by resident 
Indian citizens, with foreign direct investment (FDI) not more than 49 per cent. 
 

2. New Buy (Global–Manufacture in India) category:  
This stipulates indigenisation of at least 50 per cent of the overall contract value of a foreign 
purchase bought with the intention of subsequently building it in India with technology transfer. 
 

3. Greater indigenous content:  
It promotes greater indigenous content in arms and equipment of the military procures, including 
equipment manufactured in India under licence. In most acquisition categories, DAP-2020 
stipulates 10 per cent higher indigenisation than DPP 2016.  
 

4. Import embargo list:  
The “import embargo list” of 101 items that the government promulgated last month has been 
specifically incorporated into DAP 2020. (An embargo is a government order that restricts 
commerce with a specified country or the exchange of specific goods.) 
 

5. Offset liability:  
The government has decided not to have an offset clause in procurement of defence equipment 
if the deal is done through inter-government agreement (IGA), government-to-government or an 
ab initio single vendor.  

● The offset clause requires a foreign vendor to invest a part of the contract value in India.  
 

6. ‘SVANidhi se Samriddhi’ program 
The Union Government has launched the ‘SVANidhi se Samriddhi’ program in additional 126 
cities across 14 States/ UTs.  
 
About the ‘SVANidhi se Samriddhi’:  
● It is an additional program of PMSVANidhi.  
● Launched under the Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs.  
● Implementing Partner: Quality Council of India (QCI).  
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● During Phase 1 of the program, it covered 125 cities, covering approximately 35 Lakh Street 

vendors and their families.  
● Aim: To provide social security benefits to street vendors for their holistic development and 

socio-economic upliftment.  
● Under the program, socio-economic profiling of PM SVANidhi beneficiaries and their families 

is conducted to assess their eligibility for Eight Government of India’s welfare schemes and 
facilitate sanctions of eligible schemes.  

 
These Eight schemes include:  
1) Pradhan Mantri Jeevan Jyoti Bima Yojana.  
2) PM Suraksha Bima Yojana.  
3) Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana.  
4) Building and other Construction Workers (Regulation of Employment and Conditions of Service) 
Act (BOCW).  
5) Pradhan Mantri Shram Yogi Maandhan Yojana.  
6) National Food Security Act (NFSA)-portability benefit – One Nation One Ration Card (ONORC).  
7) Janani Suraksha Yojana and 8) Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana.  
 
PM SVANidhi Scheme:  
It is a special micro-credit facility plan to provide affordable loan of up to ₹10,000 to more than 50 
lakh street vendors, who had their businesses operational on or before 24 March 2020.  
● Small Industries Development Bank of India is the technical partner for implementation of 

this scheme.  
● It will manage the credit guarantee to the lending institutions through Credit Guarantee Fund 

Trust for Micro and Small Enterprises.  
 
Loans under the scheme: 
● Under the scheme, vendors can avail working capital loan of up to ₹10,000, which is 

repayable in monthly installments within one year.  
● On timely/early repayment of the loan, an interest subsidy of 7% per annum will be credited 

to the bank accounts of beneficiaries through Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT) on six-months 
basis.  

● There will be no penalty on early repayment of loan.  
 
Eligibility:  
The scheme is applicable to vendors, hawkers, thelewalas, rehriwalas, theliphadwalas in different 
areas/contexts who supply goods and services. Street vendors belonging to the surrounding peri-
urban/rural areas are also included.  
 

7. New India Literacy Programme 
The Union of India has approved a Centrally Sponsored Scheme, namely, “New India Literacy 
Programme (NILP)”.  
● The NILP has been approved for the next five financial years (2022-27) in order to integrate all 

the aspects of adult education with the National Education Policy, 2020 (NEP).  
● The Education ministry has chosen to use 'Education for All' rather than 'Adult Education,' 

since the previous terminology was not applicable to non-literates aged 15 and above.  
 
Objectives: 
It aims to support the States and Union Territories in promoting literacy among non-literates in 
the age group of 15 and above.  
Coverage: 
It will cover across the country covering 5 crore non-literates during the implementation period 
from 2022-23 to 2026-27.  
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Funding:  
The scheme has been approved with a 
financial outlay of Rs.1037.90 crore 
including Central share of Rs.700.00 crore 
and State share of Rs.337.90 crore.  
 
The scheme has five components namely:  

1. Foundational Literacy and 
Numeracy.  

2. Critical Life Skills. 
3. Vocational Skills Development.  
4. Basic Education.   
5. Continuing Education.  

 
The salient features of the NILP are: 
1. Involvement of school students, pre-service students of Higher Education Institutions (HEIs), 

school teachers, Anganwadi and ASHA workers.  
2. School to be unit for implementation of the scheme.  
3. Use of ICT and online implementation of the scheme through ‘Online Teaching Learning and 

Assessment System’ (OTLAS) material and resources through digital modes, viz, TV, radio, cell 
phone-based free/open-source Apps/portals, etc.  

 
Implementation:  
● The scheme will be implemented through volunteerism through online mode.  
● The training, orientation, workshops of volunteers, may be organized through face-to-face 

mode. All material and resources shall be provided digitally.  
● School will be Unit for implementation of the scheme.  
● Schools to be used for conducting surveys of beneficiaries and Voluntary Teachers.  
 

8. Dam Rehabilitation and Improvement Project 
The project was launched in 2012 by the Central Water Commission (CWC) with assistance from 
the World Bank.  
 
The objectives of DRIP:  
1. To improve the safety and operational performance of selected existing dams and associated 

appurtenances in a sustainable manner.  
2. To strengthen the dam safety institutional setup of participating States / Implementing 

Agencies.  
 
Phase 1 of the Project:  
The first phase of the DRIP programme covered 223 dams in 7 states. 
 
Phase II and Phase III:  
● Financial Assistance is being provided by the World Bank (WB), and Asian Infrastructure 

Investment Bank (AIIB).  
● The Project will be implemented over a period of 10 years duration in two Phases, each of six 

years duration with two years overlapping from April, 2021 to March, 2031.  
 
DRIP Phase II & Phase III envisages the following objectives:  
1. To improve the safety and performance of selected existing dams and associated 

appurtenances in a sustainable manner.  
2. To strengthen the dam safety institutional setup in participating states as well as at central 

level.  
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3. To explore the alternative incidental means at a few selected dams to generate the incidental 

revenue for sustainable operation and maintenance of dams.  
 

9. InTranSE -II Program 
The government has launched Indigenous Intelligent Transportation Systems (ITS) Solutions for 
Indian Traffic Scenario under Intelligent Transportation System Endeavor for Indian Cities Phase-
II Program.  

● InTranSE -II is an initiative of the Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology 
(MeitY).  

 
Recently launched solutions include:  
An indigenous Onboard Driver Assistance and Warning System – ODAWS: It incorporates 
vehicle-borne sensors for monitoring driver propensity and vehicle surroundings to deliver 
acoustic and visual alerts for driver assistance.  
Bus Signal Priority System: It is an operational strategy that modifies normal traffic signal 
operations to better accommodate in-service public buses at signal-controlled intersections.  
Common SMart iot Connectiv (CoSMiC) software: CoSMiC provides a Dashboard page showing 
IoT units, products, applications, and its live data in a Geographical Information System (GIS) map.  
 
What is InTranSe?  
Intelligent Transportation System Endeavour (InTranSe) for Indian IndianCities" is a National level 
Collaborative Research and Development Program.  
Funded by the Department of Electronics and Information Technology (DeitY), Ministry of 
Communications and Information Technology, Government of India.  
Aim: InTranSe aims at Development, Demonstration, Deployment, Technology Transfer and 
Commercialization of products and technologies relevant to Intelligent Transportation System 
(ITS).  
Overall objective of the program is to provide the country with the capability to become a 
significant player in the area of Intelligent Transportation System (ITS).  
 

10. Baijayant Panda Committee 
It is a committee constituted by the Ministry of Defence constituted a High Level Expert 
Committee for a comprehensive review of National Cadet Corps (NCC).  
Objectives of the Committee:  
● Committee is to suggest measures to empower NCC cadets to contribute more effectively 

towards nation building.  
● To propose ways for gainful engagement of NCC Alumni for betterment of the organization.  
● To recommend best practices of similar international youth organisations for inclusion in NCC 

curriculum.  
 

11. e-BCAS project 
Bureau of Civil Aviation Security, BCAS has undertaken e-BCAS, an initiative under e-Governance 
for automation of internal processes. This will be an online platform for facilitation of 
stakeholders.  
● It will leverage the strength of existing processes and organizational structure, with the 

objective to make entire activities transparent, user-friendly, and efficient.  
● It will digitize the office processes, facilitate fast approvals, and ensure ease of doing business, 

by technological integration across various divisions and processes.  
 

12. Vernacular Innovation Program:  
● Launched by Atal Innovation Mission (AIM), NITI Aayog.  
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● It is an initiative to lower the language barrier in the field of innovation and entrepreneurship 

such that it will systematically decouple creative expressions and languages of transaction.  
● It seeks to enable innovators and entrepreneurs to have access to the innovation ecosystem 

in 22 scheduled languages.  
● Implementation: AIM has identified and will be training a Vernacular Task Force (VTF) in each 

of the 22 scheduled languages.  
● It will assist in overcoming linguistic barriers and empowering innovators in the farthest parts 

of the country.  
 

13. 'Kanya Shiksha Pravesh Utsav' scheme 
On the eve of International Women's Day, the Ministry of Women and Child Development has 
launched 'Kanya Shiksha Pravesh Utsav' scheme to bring back the out-of-school girls back to the 
education system.  
 
Key features of the scheme:  
● Launched by the Women and Child Development Ministry in partnership with the Education 

Ministry.  
● This scheme will fulfil the target of Right To Education act that says to bring out-of-school 

girls back to the education system.  
 

14. National Land Monetization Corporation (NLMC) 
The Union Cabinet has approved the setting up National Land Monetization Corporation (NLMC). 
The NLMC will be a wholly owned Government of India company.  
● NLMC will undertake monetization of surplus land and building assets of ‘Central Public 

Sector Enterprises’ (CPSEs) and other Government agencies.   
● The proposal is in pursuance of the Budget Announcement for 2021-22.  
 
Key functions of NLMC: 
● NLMC is expected to own, hold, manage and monetize surplus land and building assets of 

CPSEs under closure and the surplus non-core land assets of Government owned CPSEs under 
strategic disinvestment.  

● This will speed up the closure process of CPSEs and smoothen the strategic disinvestment 
process of Government owned CPSEs.  

● These assets may be transferred to NLMC to hold, manage and monetize these assets.  
● NLMC will also advise and support other Government entities (including CPSEs) in identifying 

their surplus non-core assets and monetizing them in a professional and efficient manner to 
generate maximum value realization.  

● In these cases, NLMC will undertake surplus land asset monetization as an agency function.  
● It is expected that NLMC will act as a repository of best practices in land monetization, assist 

and provide technical advice to Government in implementation of asset monetization 
programme.  

 
Composition: 
NLMC will have necessary technical expertise to professionally manage and monetize land assets 
on behalf of CPSEs and other Government agencies.   
● The Board of Directors of NLMC: will comprise senior Central Government officers and 

eminent experts to enable professional operations and management of the company.  
● The Chairman, and non-Government Directors of the NLMC will be appointed through a 

merit-based selection process.  
 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://www.insightsonindia.com/social-justice/issues-related-to-education-sector/right-to-education/%23:~:text%3DRight%2520to%2520Education%2520Act%2520(RTE,get%2520a%2520quality%2520elementary%2520education.&ved=2ahUKEwjx-p_48LX2AhUvTWwGHSAiBEkQFnoECAMQBQ&usg=AOvVaw2zT_q-20Vmb_pdI6etfhOL


 

www.insightsonindia.com                                                          34                                                                      InsightsIAS 

INSTA PT 2022 EXCLUSIVE (UPDATED MODULE) 

NOTES 
15. Pradhan Mantri – Mentorships’s Scheme for Young writers (PM-YUVA) 

Scheme 
The Government has decided that the books selected under the PM-YUVA Scheme are 
translated into different Indian languages to ensure the exchange of Indian culture and literature 
in order to promote `Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat’.  
 
What is PM Yuva Yojana? 
Pradhan Mantri – Mentorships’s Scheme for Young writers (PM-YUVA) has been launched by the 
Ministry of Education on 29 May 2021 for young writers up to the age of 30 years. 
● Aim of this scheme is to create young aspiring writers into skilled writers representing the 

rich heritage of India.  
● Through the scheme, new writers will be allowed to participate and become future writers 

through a mentorship program. 
 
Key objectives of the scheme are:  
1. Engage youth of the country in rich Indian history and culture. 
2. Creating a pool of young authors in the country who will be the modern/ young ambassadors 

of our Indian Literature. 
3. Create young learners for future leadership roles to represent the country on an international 

level. 
4. To help young authors project their ideas on an international platform, therefore allowing 

them to promote Indian literature and culture globally. 
5. Building skilled writers from new aspiring authors in various genres by providing expert 

mentoring. 
 
Implementation: 
The scheme would be implemented by the National Book Trust under the Ministry of Education. 
The scheme would be implemented in a phase-wise structure.  
● In Phase I- training, the selected candidates would be provided by the NBT for three months.  
● In Phase II- The candidates selected would expand their understanding and also hone their 

skills through an interactive process at various events internationally organized, such as book 
fairs etc.  

 

16. Donate a Pension initiative 
Launched recently by the Labour Ministry.  
 
Key features of the programme:  
● Launched under Pradhan Mantri Shram Yogi Maan-Dhan (PM-SYM) for people to contribute 

to the pension fund of their support staff.  
● Under this, citizens can donate the premium contribution of their immediate support staff 

such as domestic workers, drivers, helpers etc.  
 
PM-SYM:  
It is a 50:50 voluntary and contributory pension scheme in which the beneficiary makes a 
stipulated age-specific contribution and the Central Government matches it.  
Implementation: The Ministry of Labour and Employment will oversee PM-SYM, which will be 
implemented by Life Insurance Corporation of India and CSC eGovernance Services India Limited 
(CSC SPV).  
Eligibility: Workers working in the unorganised sector in the age group of 18-40 years can register 
themselves and deposit a minimum of Rs 660 to 2400 every year depending on their age.  
● They should not be covered under New Pension Scheme (NPS), Employees’ State Insurance 

Corporation (ESIC) scheme or Employees’ Provident Fund Organisation (EPFO). Further, 
he/she should not be an income tax payer.  
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Benefits: After attaining the age of 60 years they will receive the minimum assured pension of Rs 
3,000 per month.  
 
Beneficiaries:  
The unorganised workers mostly engaged as home based workers, street vendors, mid-day meal 
workers, head loaders, brick kiln workers, cobblers, rag pickers, domestic workers, washer men, 
rickshaw pullers, landless labourers, own account workers, agricultural workers, construction 
workers, beedi workers, handloom workers, leather workers, audio- visual workers and similar 
other occupations whose monthly income is Rs 15,000/ per month or less.  
 

17. Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana- Gramin (PMAY-G) 
The Rural Development Ministry has taken the following initiatives to ensure timely completion 
of the houses under PMAY-G:  
1. Regular review of progress at the level of the Ministry to ensure timely completion of 

targeted houses.  
2. Daily monitoring on various parameters like gaps in sanction of houses, cleaning of PWL of 

PMAY-G.  
3. Timely allocation of targets to the States/UTs and release of adequate funds at the level of 

the ministry.  
4. Promotion of eco-friendly & innovative technologies for house construction.  
5. Steps are being taken to increase the coverage of Rural Mason Training (RMT) programme 

which would increase the availability of trained masons leading to faster construction of 
quality houses.  

 
Performance of the scheme:  
Under the scheme, 2.28 crore houses have been sanctioned to the beneficiaries, out of which 
1.75 crore houses have been completed as on 9 March 2022.  
 
About PMAY- G:  
Ministry: Ministry of Rural Development. 
The erstwhile rural housing scheme Indira Awaas yojana (IAY) has been restructured into 
Pradhan Mantri Awaas Yojana –Gramin (PMAY-G) from 01.04.2016.  
PMAY-G aims at providing a pucca house, with basic amenities, to all houseless householder and 
those households living in kutcha and dilapidated house, by 2024.  
Target: Construction of 2.95 crore houses with all basic amenities by the year 2024.  
 
Cost sharing:  
The cost of unit assistance in this scheme is shared between Central and State Governments in 
the ratio 60:40 in plain areas and 90: 10 for North Eastern and Himalayan States.  
The scheme envisages training of Rural Masons with the objective of improving workmanship 
and quality of construction of houses while at the same time, increasing availability of skilled 
masons and enhancing employability of such masons.  
 
Selection of beneficiaries:  
Based on housing deprivation parameters of Socio-Economic and Caste Census (SECC), 2011, 
subject to 13 point exclusion criteria, followed by Gram Sabha verification.  
 

18. Inland Waterways in the Country 
To promote inland water transport in the country, 111 ‘inland Waterways’ has been declared as 
‘National Waterways’ under the National Waterways Act, 2016.  
● Inland water transport in the country is being promoted as an economical, environment 

friendly supplementary mode of transport to rail and road. 
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Did you know?  
● Under Entry 24 of the Union List of the Seventh Schedule of the Constitution, the central 

government can make laws on shipping and navigation on inland waterways which are 
classified as national waterways by Parliament by law. 

 
Important National Waterways of India:  
National Waterway 1:  
● From Allahabad to Haldia with a distance of 1620 km.  
● The NW1 run through the Ganges, Bhagirathi and Hooghly river system with having fixed 

terminals at Haldia, Farrakka and Patna.  
● Floating terminals at the riverside cities like Kolkata, Bhagalpur, Varanasi and Allahabad.  
● It is the longest National Waterway in India.  
 
National Waterway 2:  
● Brahmaputra River from Sadiya to Dhubri in Assam state.  
● The NW2 is the third longest Waterway with a total length of 891 km.  
 
National Waterway 3:  
● The West Coast Canal or NW3 is in Kerala state and run from Kollam to Kottapuram.  
● The 205 km long West Coast Canal is India’s first waterway with all-time navigation facility.  
● The NW3 is consisting of West Coast Canal, Champakara Canal and Udyogmandal Canal.  
● It runs through Kottappuram, Cherthala, Thrikkunnapuzha, Kollam and Alappuzha.  
 
National Waterway 4:  
● NW4 connects Kakinada to Pondicherry.  
● The NW4 is the second longest waterway of India.  
● Total length of 1095 km in Andhra Pradesh and Tamil Nadu.  
 
National Waterway 5:  
● NW5 connects Odisha to West Bengal.  
● It runs through the stretch on Brahmani River, East Coast Canal, Matai River and Mahanadi 

River.  
● The 623 km long canal system handle the traffic of cargo such as coal, fertilizer, cement and 

iron.  
 
National Waterway 6:  
● NW6 is the proposed waterway in Assam.  
● It will connect Lakhipur to Bhanga at River Barak.  
● The 121 km long waterway will boost trade between Silchar (Assam) to Mizoram.  
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19. Disaster Management Plan of Ministry of Panchayati Raj 
Union Minister of Panchayati Raj has released the “Disaster Management Plan of the Ministry of 
Panchayati Raj (DMP-MoPR)”.  
 
Areas covered under the Plan:  
1) Institutional arrangement for Disaster Management.  
2) Hazard Risk, Vulnerability and Capacity Analysis.  
3) Coherence of Disaster Risk Management across Resilient Development and Climate Change 
Action.  
4) Disaster Specific Preventive and Mitigation Measures-Responsibility Framework.  
5) Mainstreaming of Community Based Disaster Management Plan of Villages and Panchayats and 
so on.  
 
Highlights of the plan:  
● It aims to develop a culture of disaster resilience at the grassroots level among the 

Panchayats and Rural Local Bodies.  
● It seeks to establish a framework to align the disaster management measures in rural areas to 

that of the National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA).  
● Under the Plan, every Indian village would have a “Village Disaster Management Plan” and 

every Panchayat would have their Disaster Management Plan.  
● All stakeholders including PRIs, elected representatives and functionaries of Panchayats etc. 

would participate in planning, implementation, monitoring and evaluation of the plan.  
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Art and Culture 

 

1. International Day for Monuments and Sites 
Every year, the United Nations marks April 18 as the International Day for Monuments and Sites.  
In many countries the day is also celebrated as World Heritage Day.  
● Globally, the day is promoted by the International Council on Monuments and Sites 

(ICOMOS).  
 
The theme for World Heritage Day 2022 is "Heritage and Climate".  
 
What is a World Heritage site?  
● These sites are officially recognised by the UN and the United Nations Educational Scientific 

and Cultural Organisation, also known as UNESCO. UNESCO believes that the sites classified as 
World Heritage are important for humanity, and they hold cultural and physical significance. 

● The list is maintained by the international World Heritage Programme administered by the 
UNESCO World Heritage Committee, composed of 21 UNESCO member states which are 
elected by the General Assembly. 

● Each World Heritage Site remains part of the legal territory of the state wherein the site is 
located and UNESCO considers it in the interest of the international community to preserve 
each site.  

 
Eligibility:  
To be selected, a World Heritage Site must be an already classified landmark, unique in some 
respect as a geographically and historically identifiable place having special cultural or physical 
significance.  
 
Heritage sites in India:  
● India is home to 40 UNESCO World Heritage Sites.  
● Harappan city of Dholavira in Gujarat as India’s 40th world heritage site.  
● Ramappa Temple (Telangana) was India's 39th World Heritage Site.  
● Khangchendzonga National Park, Sikkim has been inscribed as India's first and the only 

“Mixed World Heritage Site”.  
 

2. Raja Ravi Varma 
Often referred to as the father of modern Indian art, Raja Ravi Varma is widely known for his 
realistic portrayal of Indian gods and goddesses. 
 
Key contributions: 
● He is remembered for giving Indians their western, classical representations of Hindu gods 

and goddesses.  
● Through his printing press, Varma’s humanised depiction of Hindu pantheon travelled beyond 

the surfaces of costly canvases, and into the prayer and living rooms of working-class homes. 
● He achieved this by making affordable lithographs, which were accessible even to the poor. 
● Ravi Varma first started a press in Mumbai and later shifted it to a place near Lonavala.  
 
Honours:  
His 1873 painting, Nair Lady Adorning Her Hair, won Varma prestigious awards including 
Governor’s Gold Medal when it was presented in the Madras Presidency, and Certificate of Merit 
at an exhibition in Vienna. 
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In 1904, the British colonial government awarded Varma with the Kaiser-i-Hind Gold Medal. In 
2013, a crater on the planet Mercury was named in his honour.  
 
His prominent works include:  
A Family of Beggars, A Lady Playing Swarbat, Arjuna and Subhadra, 
Damayanti Talking to a Swan, Jatayu (a bird devotee of Lord Rama), 
Lady Lost in Thought, Shakuntala. 
 
Criticisms:  
Varma is often criticized for being too showy in his paintings. His 
paintings are also condemned for overshadowing traditional Indian 
art forms, especially the ones depicting Hindu gods and goddesses. His 
approach is said to lack the dynamism of expression seen in the 
traditional paintings. Critics have also criticized him for modelling goddesses after prostitutes, 
saying that his representation of deities have reduced them to the level of mortals.  
 

3. Hindu New Year festival 
About Ugadi 

• This festival marks the beginning of the traditional New Year in India. 

• It is known by different names across the country: 
o Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka and Telangana: Ugadi or Yugadi.  
o Maharashtra: Gudi Padwa 
o Sindhis: Cheti Chand 
o Kashmir: Navreh 

• The first day of the Hindu lunisolar calendar’s month of Chaitra is celebrated as Ugadi. 

• According to Hindu mythology, it is believed that Lord Brahma started the creation of the 
universe on Ugadi. 

• During this time, there is also a celebration of the nine forms of Durga (Chaitra Navami) in 
states such as Maharashtra.  

 

4. Bamiyan Buddhas 
The Taliban regime in Afghanistan assured the world of its intention to protect and conserve the 
Buddhist heritage in Mes Aynak.   

• The earlier Taliban regime had destroyed several Buddhist related ancient sculptural and 
architectural treasures in Mes Aynak (2001). This naturally raised fears amongst many when 
the Taliban regime came back to power. 

 
About Bamiyan Buddhas 

• The Bamiyan valley, in the Hindu Kush mountains, is situated along 
the river Bamiyan, and it was a key node of the early Silk Routes, 
emerging as a hub of both commercial and cultural exchange. 

• The Bamiyan Buddha statues, hewn from sandstone cliffs, are said to 
have dated back to the 5th century AD and were once the tallest 
standing Buddhas in the world. 

• These statues were examples of a perfect blend of Gupta, Sassanian 
and Hellenistic artistic styles. 

• Salsal and Shamana (two of the tallest Buddha statues in the region) 
as called by the locals were razed by the Taliban regime in 2001 

• In 2003, UNESCO included the remains of the Bamiyan Buddhas in its 
list of world heritage sites. 

• To mark 20 years of their destruction, on March 9, 2021, the statue of Salsal was “recreated” 
— a 3D projection was beamed at the alcove where it had stood. 
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5. Mes Aynak Site 
• A site that is located 40 km southeast of Kabul, 

Afghanistan. It is located in the Logar Province’s barren 
region. This region contains the largest copper deposit in 
Afghanistan. 

• Situated on the Silk Road, a lot of Indian and Chinese 
products have also been found. 

• There are remains to be found of an ancient settlement 
that has 400 Buddha stupas, statues, and a monastery 
complex of 100 acres. 

• Mes Aynak citizens mostly followed Hinduism and Buddhism. From the Kushan era, the 
earliest dated Buddhist remains have been found. Later they gave way to Uyghur and T’ang 
Chinese influences. 

• Between the 5th and 7th centuries AD, this site reached its peak. Coins that were used during 
the period of Mehama and Khingila, the Alchon Hun rulers were found at this site which 
confirms their presence in this area in 450-500 CE. 

 

6. Babu Jagjivan Ram 
● Jagjivan Ram, popularly known as Babuji was a national leader, a freedom fighter, a crusader 

of social justice, a champion of depressed classes, an outstanding Parliamentarian, a true 
democrat, a distinguished Union Minister, an able administrator and an exceptionally gifted 
orator.  

● Jagjivan Ram had organized a number of Ravidas Sammelans and had celebrated Guru 
Ravidas Jayanti in different areas of Calcutta (Kolkata).  

● In 1934, he founded the Akhil Bhartiya Ravidas Mahasabha in Calcutta.  
● He was instrumental in the foundation of the All India Depressed Classes League.  
● In October 1935, Babuji appeared before the Hammond Commission at Ranchi and 

demanded, for the first time, voting rights for the Dalits.  
● Babu Jagjivan Ram played a very active and crucial role in the freedom struggle. Inspired by 

Gandhiji, Babuji courted arrest on 10 December 1940. After his release, he entrenched 
himself deeply into the Civil Disobedience Movement and Satyagraha.  

● Babuji was arrested again on 19 August 1942 for his active participation in the Quit India 
Movement launched by the Indian National Congress.  

● He has also served as the deputy prime minister of India.  
 

7. Jyotirao Phule 
Social reformer Jyotirao Phule's birth anniversary was observed on April 
11th.  
● He was a multifaceted personality who worked tirelessly for social 

equality, women empowerment and boosting education.  
 
Key contributions to the society:  
● Along with his wife Savitribai Phule, worked for the uplift of women and children in the 

marginalised communities.  
● In 1848, he started his first school for girls at Bhide Wada in Pune.  
● In 1873, he formed the Satyashodhak Samaj (Society of Truth Seekers) along with his 

followers to fight for basic rights for people belonging to the lower castes.  
● They also fought to stop infanticide and promote widow remarriage.  
● To end the stigma of social untouchability, he opened his house to people of the lower caste 

and allowed them to use his water-well.  
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● The couple set up ‘Balyata Pratibandak Gruha’, a childcare centre for the protection of 

pregnant widows and rape victims.  
 
Title "Mahatma":  
In 1888, he was given the title of ‘Mahatma’ (‘great soul’) by another social activist Vithalrao 
Krishnaji Vandekar.  
 
His famous works:  
Tritiya Ratna (1855), Gulamgiri (1873), Shetkarayacha Aasud, or Cultivator’s Whipcord (1881), 
Satyashodhak Samajokt Mangalashtakasah Sarva Puja-vidhi (1887).  
 

8. BR Ambedkar 
The nation celebrated the 131st birth anniversary of B R Ambedkar on April 14 this year.  
● His role as a social reformer, chairman of the draft committee of the Indian Constitution, 

and first law minister of the country is well-known.  
 
Dr.B R Ambedkar contribution towards Constitutional Reforms:  
● As chairman of the Constitution’s drafting committee, he took meticulous measures to build 

a just society through liberty, equality and fraternity.  
● His advocacy for universal adult franchise ensured that women had the right to vote 

immediately after Independence.  
● His advocacy of the Hindu Code Bill was a revolutionary measure towards ameliorating 

women’s plight by conferring on them the right to adopt and inherit.  
● He contributed to developing federal finance.  
 
Ambedkar as a pioneer in establishing many national institutions:  
● The Reserve Bank of India was conceptualised from the Hilton Young Commission’s 

recommendation, which considered Ambedkar’s guidelines laid out in The Problem of the 
Rupee: Its Origin and Its Solution.  

● As a labour member in Viceroy’s Executive Council from 1942 to 1946, he evolved numerous 
policies in the water, power and labour welfare sectors.  

● His farsightedness helped in establishing the Central Water Commission in the form of the 
Central Waterways, Irrigation and Navigation Commission (CWINC), Central Technical 
Power Board.  

● He helped in establishing the integrated water resources management through the 
establishment of the river valley authority, which actively considered projects like the 
Damodar River Valley Project, the Sone River Valley Project the Mahanadi (Hirakud Project), 
the Kosi and others on the Chambal and the rivers of the Deccan region.  

● The Inter-State Water Dispute Act, 1956, and the River Board Act, 1956 emanate from his 
vision.  

 
Contribution for the welfare of labourers and Industrial Workers:  
● As a member of the Bombay Assembly, Ambedkar opposed the introduction of the Industrial 

Disputes Bill, 1937, as it removed workers’ right to strike.  
● He contributed to the reduction of working hours to 48 hours per week, lifting the ban on the 

employment of women for underground work in coal mines, introducing the provisions of 
overtime, paid leave and minimum wage. 

● He also helped to establish the principle of “equal pay for equal work” irrespective of sex 
and maternity benefits. L  

● Ambedkar outrightly opposed the communist labour movements, their extraterritorial 
loyalties and their Marxian approach of controlling all means of production.  

 
Ambedkar: Voice of the depressed classes:  
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● Ambedkar was the voice of the Depressed Classes on every platform. As their representative 

at the Round Table Conference, he championed the cause of labour and improving the 
condition of peasants.  

● During the Bombay Assembly’s Poona session in 1937, he introduced a Bill to abolish the 
Khoti system of land tenure in Konkan.  

● In Bombay, the historic peasant march to the Council Hall in 1938 made him a popular leader 
of the peasants, workers, and the landless. He was the first legislator in the country to 
introduce a Bill for abolishing the serfdom of agricultural tenants.  

● His essay titled ‘Small Holdings in India and their Remedies’ (1918) proposed industrialisation 
as the answer to India’s agricultural problem and is still relevant to contemporary debates.  

 

9. Pal-Dadhvav massacre 
Took place on March 7, 1922, in the Pal-Chitariya and Dadhvaav villages of Sabarkantha district, 
then part of Idar state (present-day Gujarat).  
Villagers from Pal, Dadhvav, and Chitariya had gathered on the banks of river Heir as part of the 
‘Eki movement’, led by one Motilal Tejawat.  
● The movement was to protest against the land revenue tax (lagaan) imposed on the 

peasants by the British and feudal lords.  
British Paramilitary force was on hunt for Tehawat. It heard of this gathering and reached the 
spot.  
● Nearly 200 bhils under the leadership of Tehawat lifted their bows and arrows. But, the 

Britishers opened fire on them. Nearly 1,000 tribals (Bhils) fell to bullets.  
● Tejwat, however, escaped and later “returned to the spot to christen it ‘Veerbhumi’.”  
 

10. Battle of Rezang La and the Ahir Regiment demand 
Members of the Ahir community have been demanding an Ahir Regiment in the Indian Army.  
 
Legacy:  
● The Ahirwal region includes the southern Haryana districts of Rewari, 

Mahendragarh, and Gurgaon, and is associated with Rao Tula Ram, the 
Ahir hero of the revolt of 1857.  

● The community was brought into national limelight after the story of 
the bravery of the Ahir troops of Haryana in the Battle of Rezang La in 
1962 was widely known.  

● The region has traditionally contributed soldiers to the Indian Army in large numbers.  
 
What's the demand?  
Members of the community have long argued that the Ahirs deserve a full-fledged Infantry 
Regiment named after them, not just two battalions in the Kumaon Regiment and a fixed 
percentage in other regiments.  
 
What has been the Army’s response to the demand?  
The Army has rejected the demand for any new class or caste based regiment. It has said that 
while the older regiments based on castes and regions like the Dogra Regiment, Sikh Regiment, 
Rajput Regiment, and Punjab Regiment will continue, no new demands on the lines of an Ahir 
Regiment, Himachal Regiment, Kalinga Regiment, Gujarat Regiment or any tribal regiment would 
be entertained.  
 
Where is Rezang La?  
Rezang La is a mountain pass on the Line of Actual Control in Ladakh.  
It is located between village of Chushul and the Spanggur Lake that stretches across both Indian 
and Chinese territories.  
It had also been the site of a heroic battle on 18 November 1962.  
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About the battle:  
● Troops from the 13 Kumaon Regiment defeated several waves of the Chinese People’s 

Liberation Army in 1962.  
● Despite being heavily outnumbered, soldiers of the regiment fought to the last man standing, 

under freezing temperatures, and with limited ammunition.  
 
Significance of the region:  
Rezang La is vital for the defence of the crucially important Chushul. Any invader reaching there 
would have had a free run to Leh.  
 

11. Malabar rebellion of 1921 
The Indian Council for Historical Research (ICHR) has deferred its decision on a recommendation 
to remove the 1921 Malabar Rebellion martyrs, including Variamkunnaathu Kunhahamad Haji 
and Ali Musliyar, from the list of India’s freedom fighters.  
 
What was the Mapilla rebellion?  
The Mapilla rebellion or Moplah Rebellion (Moplah Riots) of 1921 was the culmination of a 
series of riots by Moplahs (Muslims of Malabar) in the 19th and early 20th centuries against the 
British and the Hindu landlords in Malabar (Northern Kerala).  
● The year 2021 will mark the 100th year anniversary of the uprising.  
 
Causes and outcomes of the revolt:  
1. The resistance which started against the British colonial rule and the feudal system later 

ended in communal violence between Hindus and Muslims.  
2. Gandhiji along with Shaukat Ali, the leader of the Khilafat movement in India, visited Calicut 

in August 1920 to spread the combined message of non-cooperation and Khilafat among the 
residents of Malabar.  

3. In response to Gandhiji’s call, a Khilafat committee was formed in Malabar and the Mappilas, 
under their religious head Mahadum Tangal of Ponnani who pledged support to the non-
cooperation movement.  

4. Most of tenants’ grievances were related to the security of tenure, high rents, renewal fees 
and other unfair exactions of the landlords.  

5. The British government responded with much aggression, bringing in Gurkha regiments to 
suppress it and imposing martial law.  

 
Wagon Tragedy:  
A noteworthy event of the British suppression was the wagon tragedy when approximately 60 
Mappila prisoners on their way to prison, were suffocated to death in a closed railway goods 
wagon. 
 

12. Avalokiteshvara Padmapani (Buddha):  
Prominent artefact that went missing two decades ago, the idol of 
Avalokiteshvara Padmapani (Buddha) at the Devisthan Kundalpur temple 
in Bihar, was handed over to the Indian consulate in Milan.  
● The statue was created between the 8th and 12th centuries, and 

smuggled out of the country around the year 2000.  
● Avalokiteshwara means one who can see all. He represents infinite 

compassion and mercy. He is the most popular Bodhisattva of all. He 
represents the ideal of welfare in which he postpones his own 
transformation into Buddha to help others.  

A bodhisattva is someone who has compassion within himself or herself 
and who is able to make another person smile or help someone suffer less.  
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International Relations 

 

1. Central Tibetan Relief Committee (CTRC) 
The Union government has extended the scheme to provide ₹40 crore grants-in-aid to the Dalai 
Lama’s Central Tibetan Relief Committee (CTRC) for another five years, up to fiscal year 2025-26.  
 
Highlights of the Scheme:  
● Launched in 2015.  
● It is a scheme of providing grant-in-aid of ₹40 crore to CTRC to meet the administrative and 

social welfare activities expenses of 36 Tibetan settlement offices in different States.  
 
Tibetans in India:  
More than one lakh Tibetan refugees are settled in India.  
● Major concentration of the Tibetan refugees is in Karnataka, Himachal Pradesh, Arunachal 

Pradesh, Uttarakhand, West Bengal and Jammu and Kashmir.  
● Tibetan refugees began pouring into India in the wake of the flight of the Dalai Lama from 

Tibet in 1959.  
● The government decided to give them asylum as well as assistance towards temporary 

settlement.  
 
Tibetans abroad: 
Over 1 lakh Tibetans are settled across India, while the remaining are settled in United States, 
Australia, Brazil, Canada, Costa Rica, France, Mexico, Mongolia, Germany, United Kingdom, 
Switzerland and various other countries. 
 
Do you know about the Tibetan Parliament-in-Exile (TPiE)?  
The Speaker and a Deputy Speaker head the Tibetan Parliament-in-exile. 
The 16th TPiE had 45 members: 
1. 10 representatives from each of the traditional provinces of Tibetan – U-Tsang, Dhotoe and 

Dhomey;  
2. Two from each of the four schools of Tibetan Buddhism and the pre-Buddhist Bon religion; 
3. Two representing each of the Tibetan Communities in North America and Europe. 
4. One from Australasia and Asia (excluding India, Nepal and Bhutan).  
 
What does the Tibetan Constitution say? 
The Central Tibetan Administration exists and functions on the basis of the Constitution of the 
Tibetan government called ‘The Charter of the Tibetans in Exile’. 
● In 1991, The Constitution Redrafting Committee instituted by the Dalai Lama prepared the 

Charter for Tibetans in exile. 
● The Dalai Lama approved it on June 28, 1991. 
 
Who can vote? 
Only Tibetans living outside the subcontinent will elect their MPs based on their current 
geographic location. Besides MPs, voters will make their choice of the President as well. 
 
Election Procedure: 
The voting will be held in two rounds. 
1. In the preliminary round, there will be no official candidates, i.e. a voter can choose any 

person of his choice, which is expected to be one of the several candidates who have started 
campaigning among the electorate. 

2. Unless a person secures 60 percent of the vote, the two top contenders of the first round will 
become the official candidates for the second round to be held in April 11. 
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What is Kashag? 
The Kashag (Cabinet) is Central Tibetan Administration’s highest executive office and comprise 
seven members. 
It is headed by the Sikyong (political leader) who is directly elected by the exiled Tibetan 
population.  
● Sikyong subsequently nominates his seven Kalons (ministers) and seeks the parliament’s 

approval. 
● The Kashag’s term is for five years. 
 
Is TPiE officially recognised by any country? 
Not exactly, it is not recognised officially by any country, including India. 
● But, a number of countries including the United States of America and European nations deal 

directly with the Sikyong and other Tibetan leaders through various forums. 
● The TPiE claims its democratically-elected character helps it manage Tibetan affairs and raise 

the Tibetan issue across the world. 
● The incumbent Sikyong, Lobsang Sangay, was among the guests who attended the oath-

taking ceremony of prime minister Narendra Modi in May 2014, probably a first.  
 

2. ‘2+2’ format of dialogue 
The fourth ‘2+2’ dialogue between India and the United States was held recently.  
 
What are 2+2 talks?  
The 2+2 dialogue is a format of meeting of the foreign and defence ministers of India and its 
allies on strategic and security issues.  
 
India's strategic 2+2 partners:  
India has 2+2 dialogues with four key strategic partners: the US, Australia, Japan, and Russia. 
Besides Russia, the other three countries are also India’s partners in the Quad.  
● The US is India’s oldest and most important 2+2 talks partner.  
 
Outcomes of the '2+2' dialogues:  
Over the years, the strategic bilateral relationship with its partners, including the dialogues held in 
the 2+2 format, have produced tangible and far-reaching results for India.  
● India and the US have signed a troika of “foundational pacts” for deep military cooperation, 

beginning with the Logistics Exchange Memorandum of Agreement (LEMOA) in 2016, 
followed by the Communications Compatibility and Security Agreement (COMCASA) after 
the first 2+2 dialogue in 2018, and then the Basic Exchange and Cooperation Agreement 
(BECA) in 2020.  

 

3. What does designation as a ‘state sponsor of terrorism’ by the US mean?  
Ukraine’s President Volodymyr Zelenskyy has asked President Joe Biden to designate Russia as a 
“state sponsor of terrorism”.  
● This is perhaps the harshest suite of sanctions available with the United States against Russia.  
 
Countries on the list:  
As of now, there are four countries on the list of state sponsors of terrorism - Syria, Iran, North 
Korea and Cuba.  
 
Designation as state sponsor of terrorism:  
The US Secretary of State has the power to designate countries that “have repeatedly provided 
support for acts of international terrorism” as “State Sponsors of Terrorism”.  
 
The US can place four categories of sanctions on countries that are on this list:  
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1. Restrictions on US foreign assistance.  
2. A ban on defence exports and sales.  
3. Certain controls over exports of dual use items.  
4. Miscellaneous financial and other restrictions.  

Sanctions can be placed on countries and persons that engage in certain trade with designated 
countries.  
 
Impact of designation:  
1. Freezing of the country’s assets in the United States, including real estate.  
2. Requiring the US to veto efforts of that country to secure World Bank or International 

Monetary Fund loans.  
3. Prohibiting a wide variety of dual-use exports.  
4. Requiring the US to take economic action against countries that continue to do business with 

the targeted country.  
 
How can a country be delisted?  
A country can be delisted if it is deemed by the US to have reformed its behaviour and returned to 
complying with the requirements of international law and conduct, or if it has undergone a 
change of leadership.  

● Sudan, Iraq and South Yemen have been removed from the list.  
 

4. Singapore International Arbitration Centre (SIAC) 
Amazon and Future Group have agreed to appear before the Singapore International Arbitration 
Centre (SIAC). 
 
Why are they approaching SIAC?  
The parties in a deal usually sign a contractual agreement which specifies about:  

1. The arbitral institution administering the arbitration.  
2. The applicable rules.  
3. The seat of arbitration.  

In this case Amazon and Future Group have under their agreement agreed to refer their disputes 
to SIAC, with Singapore presumably being the contractual choice for the seat/place of 
arbitration.  
 
How is the dispute taken up at the SIAC? What is the procedure to be followed?  
Once a dispute is referred to arbitration, the process of appointment of the arbitral tribunal 
takes place.  
Composition: Typically, in case of a three member tribunal, both the parties appoint one 
member each to the tribunal, while the third member is jointly appointed by the two nominees 
or, if they fail to agree, by SIAC.  
 
Appointment of an Emergency Arbitrator:  
Appointment of the arbitral tribunal usually takes time.  
● Therefore, under the rules of SIAC, parties can move SIAC to appoint an emergency 

arbitrator to get urgent interim relief, even as the process of appointment of the main arbitral 
tribunal is underway.  

 
What happens when the parties don’t comply with the order voluntarily?  
Currently under Indian law, there is no express mechanism for enforcement of the orders of the 
Emergency Arbitrator. 
But, the parties voluntarily comply with the Emergency Award.  
● However, if the parties don’t comply with the order voluntarily, then the party which has 

won the emergency award, in this case Amazon, can move the High Court in India under 
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Section 9 of the Arbitration & Conciliation Act, 1996, to get similar reliefs as granted by the 
Emergency Arbitrator.  

 
Why has Singapore become the hub of international arbitration?  
● Foreign investors investing in India typically want to avoid the rigmarole of the Indian courts.  
● Foreign investors feel that Singapore is neutral ground for dispute resolution.  
● Singapore itself over time has built a stellar reputation as jurisdiction driven by rule of law 

with international standards and high integrity. This gives comfort to investors that the 
arbitration process will be quick, fair and just”.  

According to the 2019 annual report of SIAC, India was the top user of its arbitration seat with 
485 cases being referred to SIAC, followed by Philippines at 122, China at 76 and the United 
States at 65.  
 
Does India have any international arbitration centre?  
Yes. India now has its own international arbitration centre in Mumbai.  
 
About Singapore International Arbitration Centre (SIAC):  
It is a not-for-profit international arbitration organisation based in Singapore, which administers 
arbitrations under its own rules of arbitration and the United Nations Commission on 
International Trade Law (UNCITRAL) Arbitration Rules.  
 

5. Act East Policy 
India’s ‘Act East’ policy is a diplomatic initiative to promote economic, strategic and cultural 
relations with the vast Asia-Pacific region at different levels.  
• It is considered as the modern version of the ‘Look East Policy’ which was launched in 1991 

by then Prime Minister P.V. Narasimha Rao.  
• The main focus of ‘Look East Policy’ was to shift the country's trading focus from the west 

and neighbors to the booming South East Asian countries.  
• The “Act East Policy” was launched at the East Asia Summit in Myanmar in November 2014.  
Under the “Act East Policy” the government is relying on the 3 C's (Culture, Connectivity, and 
Commerce) to develop better relations with ASEAN nations.  
 
Key differences between “Look East Policy” and “Act East Policy”:  
• The focus of the “Look East Policy '' was to increase economic integration with the South East 

Asian countries and the area was confined to South-East Asia only.  
• On the other hand the focus of the “Act East Policy” is economic and security integration and 

the focus area increased to South East Asia as well as East Asia.  
 
Objectives of ‘Act East Policy’:  
1. Promote economic cooperation, cultural ties, and develop a strategic relationship with 

countries in the Asia-Pacific region through continuous engagement at regional, bilateral, and 
multilateral levels. 

2. To increase the interaction of the North-Eastern Indian states with other neighboring 
countries. 

3. To find out the alternatives of the traditional business partners like; more focus on the 
Pacific countries in addition to the South East Asian countries. 

4. To curb the increasing impact of China in the ASEAN region.  
 

6. Bucharest Nine 
The “Bucharest Nine” is a group of nine NATO countries in Eastern Europe that became part of 
the US-led military alliance after the end of the Cold War.  
● The B9 was founded on November 4, 2015, and takes its name from Bucharest, the capital of 

Romania.  
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● The group was created on the initiative of Klaus Iohannis, who has been President of 

Romania since 2014, and Andrzej Duda, who became President of Poland in August 2015.  
 
Members:  
Romania, Poland, Hungary, Bulgaria, the Czech Republic, Slovakia, and the three Baltic republics 
of Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania.  
● All members of the B9 are part of the European Union (EU) and North Atlantic Treaty 

Organisation (NATO).  
● All nine countries were once closely associated with the now dissolved Soviet Union, but later 

chose the path of democracy.  
 
Functions of B9:  
● The B9 offers a platform for deepening the dialogue and consultation among the participant 

allied states, in order to articulate their specific contribution to the ongoing processes across 
the North-Atlantic Alliance.  

● It works in total compliance with the principles of solidarity and indivisibility of the security of 
the NATO Member States.  

 

7. India’s Dependence on Edible Oil 
● India is the world's biggest vegetable oil importer. 
● India imports about 60% of its edible oil needs, leaving the country’s retail prices vulnerable 

to international pressures. 
● It imports palm oil from Indonesia and Malaysia, soyoil from Brazil and Argentina, and 

sunflower oil, mainly from Russia and Ukraine. 
 
Facts about Edible Oils: 
● Primary sources of Edible oil (Soybean, Rapeseed & Mustard, Groundnut, Sunflower, 

Safflower & Niger) and secondary sources of Edible Oil (Oil palm, Coconut, Rice Bran, Cotton 
seeds & Tree Borne Oilseeds). 

● In India major challenges in oilseed production is  
o Growing in largely rain-fed conditions (around 70% area),  
o high seed cost (Groundnut and Soybean),  
o small holding with limited resources,  
o low seed replacement rate and low productivity. 

 

8. Temporary Protection Directive of 2001 
Over 1.5 million people fled Ukraine in the first 10 days of fighting, according to the United 
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, which has described the displacement as the “fastest 
growing refugee crisis since the Second World War”.  
● Responding to the crisis, EU Member States on March 3 made the unprecedented decision to 

activate the European Union’s Council Directive 2001/55/EC of 20 July 2001, known as the 
Temporary Protection Directive (TPD).  

The war in Ukraine is the first time that the EU has invoked the TPD. It is being seen as another 
sign of European unity against Russia.  
 
What is TPD?  
The European Commission describes “temporary protection” under the TPD as an “exceptional 
measure to provide immediate and temporary protection to displaced persons from non-EU 
countries and those unable to return to their country of origin”.  
● The directive applies when “there is a risk that the standard asylum system is struggling to 

cope with demand stemming from a mass influx risking a negative impact on the processing 
of claims”.  
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Origin of TPD:  
After the end of the cold war and the disintegration of the USSR, Europe witnessed multiple 
armed conflicts. Due to these conflicts, many people got displaced and sought refuge in other 
countries. Thus, European Union (EU) brought Temporary Protection Directive in 2001 to address 
the situation of a mass influx of displaced persons.  
 

9. Montreux Convention 
Turkey has implemented the Montreux Convention, an international convention on naval 
passage through two of its strategic straits, which would allow them to limit the movement of 
Russian warships between the Mediterranean Sea and the Black Sea.  
 
The Bosporus and Dardanelles straits, also known as the 
Turkish Straits or the Black Sea Straits, connect the 
Aegean Sea and the Black Sea via the Sea of Marmara.  
● It is the only passage through which the Black Sea 

ports can access the Mediterranean and beyond.  
● Over three million barrels of oil, about three per cent 

of the daily global supply, mostly produced in Russia, 
Azerbaijan, and Kazakhstan, pass through this 
waterway every day.  

● The route also ships large amounts of iron, steel, and agricultural products from the Black Sea 
coast to Europe and the rest of the world.  

 
About Montreux Convention:  
● The Montreux Convention Regarding the Regime of the Straits, often known simply as the 

Montreux Convention, is an international agreement governing the Bosporus and Dardanelles 
Straits in Turkey.  

● Signed on 20 July 1936 at the Montreux Palace in Switzerland, it went into effect on 9 
November 1936 and addressed the long-running Straits Question over who should control the 
strategically vital link between the Black and Mediterranean Seas.  

 

10. Humanitarian corridors 
They are demilitarized zones, in a specific area and for a specific time — and both sides of an 
armed conflict agree to them.  
● The United Nations considers humanitarian corridors to be one of several possible forms of a 

temporary pause of armed conflict.  
 

What are they used for?  
Via these corridors, either food and medical aid can be brought to areas of conflict, or civilians can 
be evacuated.  
 
Need for and significance of these corridors:  
● The corridors are necessary when cities are under siege and the population is cut off from 

basic food supplies, electricity and water.  
● In cases where a humanitarian catastrophe unfolds because the international law of war is 

being violated, humanitarian corridors can provide crucial relief.  
 
Who sets them up?  
In most cases, humanitarian corridors are negotiated by the United Nations. Sometimes they’re 
also set up by local groups.  
 
Who gets access?  
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Access to humanitarian corridors is determined by the parties to the conflict. It’s usually limited to 
neutral actors, the UN or aid organizations such as the Red Cross.  
● They also determine the length of time, the area and which means of transport — trucks, 

buses or planes — are allowed to use the corridor.  
● In rare cases, humanitarian corridors are only organized by one of the parties to the conflict. 

This happened with the American airlift after the Berlin blockade by the Soviet Union in 1948-
1949.  

 

11. White Phosphorus bombs 
It is a colourless, white or yellow, waxy solid.  
Occurrence: It does not occur naturally. It is manufactured using phosphate rocks.  
● It is a highly combustible substance that reacts with oxygen in the air.  
● It can catch fire at temperatures as low as 10 to 15 degrees above room temperature.  
● Due to its combustible nature, every country has strict regulations regarding its 

manufacturing and handling.  
 
Applications:  
It is used mainly in the military, and other applications may include as a component in fertilisers, 
food additives and cleaning compounds. Initially, it was also used in pesticides and fireworks, but 
many countries have banned its use in several sectors.  
 
Is White Phosphorus an incendiary or chemical weapon?  
WP has not been categorised as an incendiary or chemical weapon by international agencies.  
● The Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons, which is an intergovernmental 

organisation and the implementing body for the Chemical Weapons Convention, has not 
listed WP in any of the three Schedules of Chemical Weapons.  

 
However, the United Nations considers it as an incendiary chemical.  
The general regulations of Protocol III on Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use of Incendiary 
Weapons may apply when it is used in military actions.  
● Protocol III specifically mentions it is not applicable on munitions that are illuminants, tracers, 

smoke or signalling systems thus making it confusing for many if the use of WP can be 
considered a war crime or not. Protocol III specifically does not ban the use of White 
Phosphorous in military action. It only restricts its use near the civilian population.  

 
About OPCW and Chemical Weapons Convention is already covered in previous IR module. 
 

12. Cluster bombs and thermobaric weapons 
Thermobaric weapons:  
These are called vacuum bombs as they suck in oxygen from surrounding areas to generate high-
voltage explosions.  
● The blast wave is of a greater intensity and duration than conventional bombs and can 

vapourise humans.  
● While they cannot be used in taking down tanks and other such military vehicles, they can 

dismantle civilian spaces, like residential or commercial complexes.  
 
Cluster bombs:  
Cluster munitions are non-precision weapons that are designed to injure or kill human beings 
indiscriminately over a large area, and to destroy vehicles and infrastructure such as runways, 
railway or power transmission lines.  
● They can be dropped from an aircraft or launched in a projectile that spins in flight, scattering 

many bomblets as it travels.  
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● Many of these bomblets end up not exploding, but continue to lie on the ground, often 

partially or fully hidden and difficult to locate and remove, posing a threat to the civilian 
population for long after the fighting has ceased.  

 
Convention on Cluster Munitions:  
It is an international treaty that prohibits all use, transfer, production, and stockpiling of cluster 
bombs, a type of explosive weapon which scatters submunitions ("bomblets") over an area.  
● Additionally, the Convention establishes a framework to support victim assistance, clearance 

of contaminated sites, risk reduction education, and stockpile destruction.  
● The convention was adopted on 30 May 2008 in Dublin.  
● As of date, there are 110 state parties to the convention, and 13 other countries have signed 

up but are yet to ratify it.  
 

13. Treaty of the High Seas  
The fourth meeting of the Intergovernmental Conference (IGC-4) was held in New York to 
conclude a draft of the instrument on the conservation and sustainable use of marine Biological 
diversity in areas Beyond National Jurisdiction (BBNJ).  
● The IGC-4 is convened under the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea 

(UNCLOS).  
 
About BBNJ Treaty:  
● The “BBNJ Treaty”, also known as 

the “Treaty of the High Seas”, is an 
international agreement on the 
conservation and sustainable use of 
marine biological diversity of areas 
beyond national jurisdiction, 
currently under negotiation at the 
United Nations.  

● This new instrument is being 
developed within the framework of 
the UNCLOS, the main international 
agreement governing human activities at sea.  

● It will achieve a more holistic management of high seas activities, which should better balance 
the conservation and sustainable use of marine resources.  

● BBNJ encompasses the high seas, beyond the exclusive economic zones or national waters of 
countries.  

 
Significance:  
● According to the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN), these areas account 

for “almost half of the Earth’s surface”. 
● These areas are hardly regulated and also least understood or explored for its biodiversity – 

only 1% of these areas are under protection.  
 
The negotiated agreement has five aspects:  
1. Environmental impact assessments for activities taken up on high seas.  
2. Conservation of marine genetic resources.  
3. Capacity building.  
4. Technology transfer.  
5. Cross-cutting issues such as institutional structure and financial support.  
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Society 

 

1. Child adoption process in India 
In India, an Indian citizen or a non-resident Indian (NRI) can adopt a child under the Hindu 
Adoption and Maintenance Act of 1956 and the Guardian and Wards Act of 1890. 
 
Eligibility criteria for prospective adoptive parents: 
1. The prospective adoptive parents shall be physically, mentally and emotionally stable, 

financially capable and shall not have any life threatening medical condition. 
2. Any prospective adoptive parents, irrespective of his marital status and whether or not he has 

biological son or daughter, can adopt a child subject to following, namely:- 
a) the consent of both the spouses for the adoption shall be required, in case of a 

married couple; 
b) a single female can adopt a child of any gender; 
c) a single male shall not be eligible to adopt a girl child; 

3. No child shall be given in adoption to a couple unless they have at least two years of stable 
marital relationship. 

4. The minimum age difference between the child and either of the prospective adoptive 
parents shall not be less than twenty-five years. 

5. The age criteria for prospective adoptive parents shall not be applicable in case of relative 
adoptions and adoption by step-parent. 

6. Couples with three or more children shall not be considered for adoption except in case of 
special need children.  

 
What is the procedure to be followed with children who have been orphaned?  
1. If someone has information about a child in need of care, then they must contact one of the 

four agencies: Childline 1098, or the district Child Welfare Committee (CWC), District Child 
Protection Officer (DCPO) or the helpline of the State Commission for Protection of Child 
Rights.  

2. Following this, the CWC will assess the child and place him or her in the immediate care of a 
Specialised Adoption Agency.  

3. When there is a child without a family, the State becomes the guardian.  
 
About CARA: 
● Central Adoption Resource Authority (CARA) is a statutory body of Ministry of Women & 

Child Development, Government of India. 
● It functions as the nodal body for adoption of Indian children and is mandated to monitor 

and regulate in-country and inter-country adoptions. 
● CARA is designated as the Central Authority to deal with inter-country adoptions in 

accordance with the provisions of the Hague Convention on Inter-country Adoption, 1993, 
ratified by Government of India in 2003. 

● CARA primarily deals with adoption of orphan, abandoned and surrendered children through 
its associated /recognised adoption agencies. 

● CARA is also mandated to frame regulations on adoption-related matters from time to time 
as per Section 68 of the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2015. 

 

2. Hepatitis B  
● Hepatitis B is an infection in the liver which happens because of the Hepatitis B virus or HBV.  
● The virus usually spreads through blood, semen or other body fluids.  
 
Prevention:  
It can be prevented or protected against through vaccination.  
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Symptoms:  

● The most common symptoms of Hepatitis B are jaundice, fever, fatigue that lasts for 
weeks or even months, vomiting, loss of appetite, and pain in joints or belly.  

● When it is acute, the virus lasts a small time and doesn’t always necessarily need 
treatments although it can get serious and lead to life-threatening diseases like organ 
scarring, liver failure and even cancer.  

 
What is adenovirus and how is it leading to Hepatitis B in children?  
Adenovirus is a group of viruses that commonly cause cold or flu-like symptoms, fever, sore 
throat, acute bronchitis, 
pneumonia, conjunctivitis, acute 
inflammation of the stomach, 
diarrhoea, vomiting, nausea and 
stomach pain.  
● Adenovirus is known to 

spread from one person to 
another through close 
contact, coughing, sneezing 
and even by touching an 
object containing adenovirus 
and then further touching 
the mouth, nose or eyes.  

● Type 41 adenovirus is 
suspected of causing Hepatitis B in children.  

● While there are more than 50 types of adenoviruses, it is type 41 that causes diarrhoea, 
vomiting and fever along with respiratory problems.  

 

3. National Curriculum Framework (NCF) 
The ‘Mandate Document: Guidelines for the Development of the NCF was recently released.  
 
Background:  
The National Education Policy (NEP), 2020 recommends the development of National Curriculum 
Frameworks (NCF) in four areas- School Education, Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE), 
Teacher Education and Adult Education.  
 
About the NCF:  
The NCF includes the National Curriculum Framework for School Education (NCFSE), the National 
Curriculum Framework for Early Childhood Care & Education (NCFECCE), the National Curriculum 
Framework for Teacher Education (NCFTE), and the National Curriculum Framework for Adult 
Education (NCFAE).  
 
Highlights of the National Education policy: 

1. Public spending on education by states, Centre to be raised to 6% of the GDP. 
2. Ministry of Human Resource Development to be renamed Minister of Education. 

 
Digital Education- related: 
1. An autonomous body, the national educational technology forum, will be created for the 

exchange of ideas on use of technology to enhance learning, assessment, planning and 
administration. 

2. Separate technology unit to develop digital education resources. The new unit will 
coordinate digital infrastructure, content and capacity building. 
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Teacher Education- related: 
1. By 2030, the minimum degree qualification for teaching will be a four year integrated B.Ed. 

degree. 
2. Teachers will also be given training in online educational methods relevant to the Indian 

situation in order to help bridge the digital divide. 
 
School Education- related: 
1. Universalise the pre-primary education (age range of 3-6 years) by 2025. 
2. Universalization of Education from pre-school to secondary level with 100 % GER in school 

education by 2030. 
3. A new school curriculum with coding and vocational studies from class 6 will be introduced. 
4. A child’s mother tongue will be used as the medium of instruction till class 5. 
5. A new curricular framework is to be introduced, including the preschool and Anganwadi 

years. 
6. A National Mission on Foundational Literacy and Numeracy will ensure basic skills at the 

class 3 level by 2025. 
7. Board exams to be easier, redesigned. Exams will test core competencies rather than 

memorising facts, with all students allowed to take the exam twice. 
8. School governance is set to change, with a new accreditation framework and an 

independent authority to regulate both public and private schools. 
 
Higher Education- related: 
1. Four year undergraduate degrees with multiple entry and exit options will be introduced. 
2. The M.Phil degree will be abolished. 
3. New umbrella regulator for all higher education except medical, legal courses. 
4. An Academic Bank of Credit will be set up to make it easier to transfer between institutions. 
5. College affiliation system to be phased out in 15 years, so that every college develops into 

either an autonomous degree-granting institution, or a constituent college of a university. 
6. It also aims to double the Gross Enrolment Ratio in higher education, including vocational 

education, from 26.3% in 2018 to 50% by 2035, with an additional 3.5 crore new seats. 
 
Traditional knowledge- related: 
1. Indian knowledge systems, including tribal and indigenous knowledge, will be incorporated 

into the curriculum in an accurate and scientific manner. 
 
Special focus: 
1. Regions such as aspirational districts, which have large number of students facing economic, 

social or caste barriers will be designated as ‘Special Educational Zones’. 
2. The Centre will also set up a Gender Inclusion Fund to build the country’s capacity to provide 

equitable quality education to all girls and transgender students. 
 
Financial support: 
Meritorious students belonging to SC, ST, OBC and other socially and economically disadvantaged 
groups will be given incentives. 
 
New Curricular and Pedagogical Structure: 
The NEP proposes changing the existing 10+2 Curricular and Pedagogical Structure with 5+3+3+4 
design covering the children in the age group 3-18 years. Under this —  
1. Five years of the Foundational Stage: 3 years of pre-primary school and Grades 1, 2; 
2. Three years of the Preparatory (or Latter Primary) Stage: Grades 3, 4, 5; 
3. Three years of the Middle (or Upper Primary) Stage: Grades 6, 7, 8;  
4. Four years of the High (or Secondary) Stage: Grades 9, 10, 11, 12. 
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4. WHO's Global Centre for Traditional Medicine (GCTM) 
It was recently unveiled in Jamnagar, Gujarat.  
● It will be the first and only global outpost centre for traditional medicine across the world.  
 
Significance:  
For many regions of the world, traditional medicine is the first line of treatment. This centre will 
help in providing better medical solutions to the world with the support of traditional medicines.  
● At the centre, the main areas will be research and leadership, evidence and learning, data and 

analytics, sustainability and equity and innovation and technology.  
 
What is traditional medicine?  
The WHO describes traditional medicine as the total sum of the “knowledge, skills and practices 
indigenous and different cultures have used over time to maintain health and prevent, diagnose 
and treat physical and mental illness”.  
● Its reach encompasses ancient practices such as acupuncture, ayurvedic medicine and herbal 

mixtures as well as modern medicines.  
 
Traditional medicine in India:  
1. Ayurveda and yoga are practised widely across the country.  
2. The Siddha system is followed predominantly in Tamil Nadu and Kerala.  
3. The Sowa-Rigpa system is practised mainly in Leh-Ladakh and Himalayan regions such as 

Sikkim, Arunachal Pradesh, Darjeeling, Lahaul & Spiti.  
 

5. Darlong community 
Darlongs – a small community of around 11,000 
people in Tripura – was officially included in the list 
of Scheduled Tribes after the Lok Sabha passed the 
Constitution (Scheduled Tribes) Order (Amendment) 
Bill, 2022.  
● So far, they were considered a generic tribe 

under the Kuki community and they were 
handed their tribal certificates as members of 
‘Kuki’ community.  

● The subsequent identity crisis among them, especially Darlong youths, who were equipped 
with modern education, culminated in the demand for a separate statutory identity of their 
own in 1995.  

 

6. Prevention of sexual harassment or POSH Act 
The Vishaka guidelines (legally binding) were laid down by the Supreme Court in a judgment in 
1997. This was in a case filed by women’s rights groups, one of which was Vishaka.  
● The guidelines defined sexual harassment and imposed three key obligations on institutions 

— prohibition, prevention, redress.  
● The Supreme Court directed that they should establish a Complaints Committee, which would 

look into matters of sexual harassment of women at the workplace.  
● The 2013 Act broadened these guidelines.  
 
About the Sexual Harassment of Women at Workplace (Prevention, Prohibition and Redressal) 
Act of 2013:  
The law against sexual harassment is commonly known as the prevention of sexual harassment 
or POSH Act, passed by Parliament in 2013.  
 
Definition of sexual harassment: 
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Sexual Harassment of Women at Workplace (Prevention, Prohibition And Redressal) Act, 2013 
defines sexual harassment: 
It includes “any one or more” of the following “unwelcome acts or behaviour” committed 
directly or by implication: Physical contact and advances, Sexually coloured remarks, Showing 
pornography, A demand or request for sexual favours, Any other unwelcome physical, verbal or 
non-verbal conduct of sexual nature. 
 
Key provisions of the act: 
1. This Act lays down the procedures for a complaint and inquiry and the action to be taken.  
2. It mandates that every employer constitute an Internal Complaints Committee (ICC) at each 

office or branch with 10 or more employees.  
3. It lays down the procedures and defines various aspects of sexual harassment.  
4. A woman can be of any age, whether employed or not, who “alleges to have been subjected 

to any act of sexual harassment”, that means the rights of all the women working or visiting 
any workplace, in any capacity, are protected under the Act.  

 
Need for stricter provisions: 
● The 2013 Act has entrusted the powers of a civil court to the Internal Complaints Committee 

(ICC) without specifying if the members need to have a legal background. This was a major 
lacuna given that the ICC formed an important grievance redressal mechanism under the 
framework of the act. 

● The 2013 act only imposed a fine of ₹50,000 on employers for non-compliance with respect 
to the constitution of the ICC. This proved to be insufficient in ensuring that the employers 
constituted the ICC in a time-bound manner. 

 

7. Manual scavenging 
Manual scavenging is the practice of removing human excreta by hand from sewers or septic 
tanks.  
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● India banned the practice under the Prohibition of Employment as Manual Scavengers and 

their Rehabilitation Act, 2013 (PEMSR).  
● The Act recognizes manual scavenging as a “dehumanizing practice,” and cites a need to 

“correct the historical injustice and indignity suffered by the manual scavengers.”  
 
Why is manual scavenging still prevalent in India?  
● The lack of enforcement of the Act.  
● Exploitation of unskilled labourers.  
● The practice is driven by caste, class and income divides.  
 
Constitutional guarantee:  
Article 21 of the Constitution guarantees ‘Right to Life’ and that also with dignity. This right is 
available to both citizens and non-citizens. The ban Manual Scavenging should, therefore, should 
be implemented in letter and spirit.  
 
Other steps taken:  
In 1989, the Prevention of Atrocities Act became an integrated guard for sanitation workers; 
more than 90% people employed as manual scavengers belonged to the Scheduled Caste. This 
became an important landmark to free manual scavengers from designated traditional 
occupations. 
Safaimitra Suraksha Challenge: It was launched by the Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs on 
World Toilet Day (19th November) in 2020.  
‘Swachhta Abhiyan App’: It has been developed to identify and geotag the data of insanitary 
latrines and manual scavengers so that the insanitary latrines can be replaced with sanitary 
latrines and rehabilitate all the manual scavengers to provide dignity of life to them.  
SC Judgement: In 2014, a Supreme Court order made it mandatory for the government to identify 
all those who died in sewage work since 1993 and provide Rs. 10 lakh each as compensation to 
their families.  
 

8. Karnataka sets 2027 target to become malaria-free 
Karnataka has set a target to eliminate malaria by 2027, three years before the 2030 target set by 
the Union government.  
● Karnataka has received national recognition and appreciation for its efforts to eliminate 

malaria in the past six years, between 2015 and 2021, as part of the National Framework for 
Malaria Elimination in India (NFMEI) initiative.  

 
About Malaria is already covered in previous society module. 
 

9. Nutraceuticals products:  
Aimed at providing accessible, standardised and affordable generic medicines, the Pradhan 
Mantri Bhartiya 
Janaushadhi 
Pariyojana (PMBJP) 
Kendras have added 
nutraceuticals 
products, including 
protein powder and 
bar, malt-based food 
supplements and 
immunity bar for its 
customers.  
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● Nutraceuticals is a broad umbrella term that is used to describe any product derived from 

food sources with extra health benefits in addition to the basic nutritional value found in 
foods.  

● They can be considered non-specific biological therapies used to promote general well-being, 
control symptoms and prevent malignant processes.  

● The term “nutraceutical” combines two words – “nutrient” (a nourishing food component) 
and “pharmaceutical” (a medical drug).  

 

10. Mankading:  
● Mankading is a method of run out where a bowler dismisses a 

non-striker by hitting the bails before bowling when the latter is 
outside the crease.  

● Though this is a legally permissible dismissal, it is considered 
against the spirit of the game. The method is named after 
legendary Indian bowler Vinoo Mankad.  

Why in News?  
The Marylebone Cricket Club has announced its new code of laws, under which Mankading has 
been made a normal mode of running out the non-striker.  
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Polity 

 

1. Constitution (91st Amendment) Act, 2003 
The BJP govt had honoured the veteran Congress leader - Pratapsingh Rane - for his 50 years as 
MLA by providing the “lifetime status of the rank of Cabinet minister”.  
 
What's the issue now?  
A case in the HC now says this move violated the 91st Amendment.  
Goa has a 12-member Cabinet, and the conferment of Cabinet status on Rane results in the 
number of Cabinet ranks rising to 13, which exceeds the ceiling mandated by the Constitution. 
There are 40 seats in the unicameral Goa Assembly.  
● The Constitution (91st Amendment) Act, 2003 inserted clause 1A in Article 164, which says 

“the total number of Ministers, including the Chief Minister, in the Council of Ministers in a 
State shall not exceed fifteen per cent of the total number of members of the Legislative 
Assembly of that State provided that the number of Ministers, including the Chief Minister in 
a State shall not be less than twelve”.  

 

2. Basic structure and the Kesavananda Bharati case 
The case of Kesavananda Bharati v State of Kerala had been heard for 68 days, the arguments 
commencing on October 31, 1972, and ending on March 23, 1973.  
● By a 7-6 verdict, a 13-judge Constitution Bench ruled that the ‘basic structure’ of the 

Constitution is inviolable, and could not be amended by Parliament.  
● The basic structure doctrine has since been regarded as a tenet of Indian constitutional law.  
 
Background of the case:  
All this effort was to answer just one main question: was the power of Parliament to amend the 
Constitution unlimited? In other words, could Parliament alter, amend, abrogate any part of the 
Constitution even to the extent of taking away all fundamental rights?  
● In the early 1970s, the government of then Prime Minister Indira Gandhi had enacted major 

amendments to the Constitution (the 24th, 25th, 26th and 29th) to get over the judgments 
of the Supreme Court in RC Cooper (1970), Madhavrao Scindia (1970) and the earlier 
mentioned Golaknath.  

● In RC Cooper, the court had struck down Indira Gandhi’s bank nationalisation policy, and in 
Madhavrao Scindia it had annulled the abolition of privy purses of former rulers.  

● All the four amendments, as well as the Golaknath judgment, came under challenge in the 
Kesavananda Bharati case– where relief was sought by the religious figure Swami 
Kesavananda Bharati against the Kerala government vis-à-vis two state land reform laws.  

 
What constitutes the basic structure? 
The Constitutional Bench ruled by a 7-6 verdict that Parliament should be restrained from 
altering the ‘basic structure’ of the Constitution.  
The court held that under Article 368, which provides Parliament amending powers, something 
must remain of the original Constitution that the new amendment would change.  
The court did not define the ‘basic structure’, and only listed a few principles — federalism, 
secularism, democracy — as being its part. Since then, the court has been adding new features to 
this concept.  
 
‘Basic structure’ since Kesavananda:  
The ‘basic structure’ doctrine has since been interpreted to include the supremacy of the 
Constitution, the rule of law, Independence of the judiciary, doctrine of separation of powers, 
federalism, secularism, sovereign democratic republic, the parliamentary system of 
government, the principle of free and fair elections, welfare state, etc.  
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Outcomes and implications of the judgment:  
If the majority of the Supreme Court had held that Parliament could alter any part of the 
Constitution, India would most certainly have degenerated into a totalitarian State or had one-
party rule.  
At any rate, the Constitution would have lost its supremacy.  
● The 39th Amendment prohibited any challenge to the election of the President, Vice-

President, Speaker and Prime Minister, irrespective of the electoral malpractice. This was a 
clear attempt to nullify the adverse Allahabad High Court ruling against Indira Gandhi.  

● The 41st Amendment prohibited any case, civil or criminal, being filed against the President, 
Vice-President, Prime Minister or the Governors, not only during their term of office but 
forever. Thus, if a person was a governor for just one day, he acquired immunity from any 
legal proceedings for life.  

 

3. Death penalty 
Examining issues raised in a specific case, the Supreme Court has suo motu opened a review of 
the process by which courts award the death penalty.  
 
Recent Observations made by the Supreme Court:  
Taking a cue from the Bachan Singh verdict, justice Lalit, in a series of death sentences cases, in 
March 2022, held that “complete assistance” to the court in such matters would necessitate the 
production of not just the evidence in the case but also the latest state of the mental health of 
the prisoner.  
 
Supreme Court’s verdict in Bachan Singh vs State of Punjab (1980):  
This verdict established the doctrine of “rarest of rare” crime in handing down capital 
punishment while mandating a comparative analysis of aggravating and mitigating circumstances 
in connection to the accused.  
● The judgment laid down that a court must scrutinise both the crime as well as the criminal, 

and then decide whether death penalty is the only suitable punishment in the facts of the 
case.  

● Emphasis is to be also laid on the aggravating and mitigating factors which are dependent 
upon the facts and circumstances of the case.  

 
Machi Singh vs State of Punjab (1983):  
In this case, the Supreme Court elucidated the doctrine of “rarest of rare” and set down some 
guiding principles in the death sentences cases.  
● The aggravating circumstances included the manner in which the crime was committed, 

motive for committing the crime, severity of the crime, and the victim of the crime.  
● The mitigating circumstances consisted of the possibility of reformation and rehabilitation of 

an accused, his mental health and his antecedents.  
 
What has the Court said on prolonging death sentences and reviewing petitions?  
● In 2014, the Supreme Court ruled that unexplained delay in execution was a ground for 

commutation of death penalty, and an inmate, his or her kin, or even a public-spirited citizen, 
could file a writ petition seeking such commutation.  

● It held that prolonging execution of death sentences has a “dehumanising effect” on 
condemned prisoners who have to face the agony of waiting for years under the shadow of 
death during the pendency of their mercy plea. An inordinate delay would certainly have an 
agonising effects on their body and mind.  

● In the same year, a Constitution bench also held that a review petition by a death-row 
convict will be heard by a three-judge bench in open court. Such cases were earlier being 
considered by two-judge benches in the judges’ chamber without any oral arguments.  
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4. Governor’s powers to appoint VCs of state universities 
Tamil Nadu has passed two Bills proposing to take away the Governor’s powers to appoint VCs 
of state universities.  
 
Which other states have enacted such similar legislations?  
Maharashtra and West Bengal.  
● Kerala and Odisha have also tried to bring appointments to state universities under its 

control.  
 
What is the UGC’s role in this?  
● Education comes under the Concurrent List, but entry 66 of the Union List gives the Centre 

substantial authority over higher education.  
● Here, the University Grants Commission (UGC) plays standard-setting role, even in the case 

of appointments in universities and colleges.  
According to the UGC Regulations, 2018, “Visitor/Chancellor” — mostly the Governor in states — 
shall appoint the VC out of the panel of names recommended by search-cum-selection 
committees.  
● Higher educational institutions, particularly those that get UGC funds, are mandated to follow 

its regulations.  
 
Observations made by the Supreme Court:  
● Any appointment as a Vice Chancellor contrary to the provisions of the UGC Regulations can 

be said to be in violation of the statutory provisions, warranting a writ of quo warranto”.  
● Every subordinate legislation of the UGC flows from the parent UGC Act, 1956. Therefore, 

being a subordinate legislation, UGC Regulations become part of the Act.  
● In case of any conflict between state legislation and central legislation, central legislation 

shall prevail by applying the rule/principle of repugnancy as enunciated in Article 254 of the 
Constitution as the subject ‘education’ is in the Concurrent List of the Seventh Schedule of 
the Constitution.  

 

5. UPSC chairman 
Who appoints the chairman and other members? 
Article-316- Appointment and term of office of members: 
The Chairman and other members of a Public Service Commission shall be appointed, in the case 
of the Union Commission or a Joint Commission, by the President, and in the case of a State 
Commission, by the Governor of the State. 
 
Term: 
A member of a Public Service Commission shall hold office for a term of six years from the date 
on which he enters upon his office or until he attains, in the case of the Union Commission, the 
age of sixty-five years, and in the case of a State Commission or a Joint Commission, the age of 
sixty-two years, whichever is earlier. 
 
Reappointment: 
A person who holds office as a member of a Public Service Commission shall, on the expiration of 
his term of office, be ineligible for reappointment to that office. 

● But, a member other than the Chairman of the Union Public Service Commission shall be 
eligible for appointment as the Chairman of the Union Public Service Commission, or as 
the Chairman of a State Public Service Commission, but not for any other employment 
either under the Government of India or under the Government of a State.  

● Also, the Chairman of a State Public Service Commission shall be eligible for appointment 
as the Chairman or any other member of the Union Public Service Commission.  
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Article-317- Removal and suspension of a member of a Public Service Commission: 
Chairman or any other member of a Public Service Commission shall only be removed from his 
office by order of the President on the ground of misbehaviour after the Supreme Court, on 
reference being made to it by the President, has, on inquiry held in accordance with the 
procedure prescribed in that behalf under article 145, reported that the Chairman or such other 
member, as the case may be, ought on any such ground to be removed.  
 
Besides, President may by order remove from office the Chairman or any other member of a 
Public Service Commission if the Chairman or such other member, as the case may be:  

1. is adjudged an insolvent.  
2. engages during his term of office in any paid employment outside the duties of his office.  
3. is, in the opinion of the President, unfit to continue in office by reason of infirmity of mind 

or body.  
 
Guilty of Misbehaviour:  
If the Chairman or any other member of a Public Service Commission is or becomes in any way 
concerned or interested in any contract or agreement made by or on behalf of the Government of 
India or the Government of a State or participates in any way in the profit thereof or in any 
benefit or emolument arising therefrom otherwise than as a member and in common with the 
other members of an incorporated company, he shall, for the purposes of clause (1), be deemed 
to be guilty of misbehaviour.  
 

6. FASTER (Fast and Secured Transmission of Electronic Records) 
• CJI N.V. Ramana launches digital platform ‘Fast and Secured Transmission of Electronic 

Records’ 

• The platform would be used by the court officials to instantly to send e-copies of the orders 
through a secured electronic communication channel to intended parties thus ensuring that 
judicial orders can be communicated quickly. 

• Through the use of this software orders that were passed by the high courts (HC) and the 
Supreme Court (SC) will be transmitted safely without any third-party interference. 

• Bail orders will be communicated via FASTER and for authentication purposes, it will have the 
digital signatures of the notified nodal officers of the SC as well as the Institutional digital 
signatures. 

• In this manner, without much loss of time, bail orders would be received by all the concerned 
parties and quick necessary actions will be taken at their end.  

 

7. Eighth Schedule of the Constitution 
Bihar Chief Minister has said his government would revive its long-pending demand for inclusion 
of Bhojpuri in the Eighth Schedule of the Constitution, so that it can be accorded the status of an 
official language.  
 
Eighth schedule to the Constitution:  
Part XVII of the Indian constitution deals with the official languages in Articles 343 to 351.  
The Constitutional provisions related to the Eighth Schedule are:  

1. Article 344: Article 344(1) provides for the constitution of a Commission by the President 
on expiration of five years from the commencement of the Constitution.  

2. Article 351: It provides for the spread of the Hindi language to develop it so that it may 
serve as a medium of expression for all the elements of the composite culture of India.  

Assamese, Bengali, Gujarati, Hindi, Kannada, Kashmiri, Konkani, Malayalam, Manipuri, Marathi, 
Nepali, Oriya, Punjabi, Sanskrit, Sindhi, Tamil, Telugu, Urdu, Bodo, Santhali, Maithili and Dogri are 
the 22 languages presently in the eighth schedule to the Constitution.  
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8. Article 80 of the Constitution 
The Chandigarh Municipal Corporation has approved a proposal to amend Article 80 of the 
Constitution.  
● This amendment says, its councillors could send a representative to the Rajya Sabha.  
● A Private Member's Bill in this regard has also been introduced.  
 
Basics you need to know:  
● Article 80 of the Constitution of India deals with the composition of the council of states also 

called the Upper House and Rajya Sabha (Upper House).  
● Chandigarh is a Union Territory without any legislative assembly. Chandigarh has a seat of 

Member of Parliament (MP) in the lower house (Lok Sabha) or House of the People.  
● Chandigarh residents elect an MP every five years through direct voting.  
 
What is the Demand of the Proposed Bill?  
The bill (Private Member Bill) sought the adding of a provision “provided that the representative 
of the Union Territory of Chandigarh in the council of states shall be elected by an electoral 
college.  
The electoral college should consist of elected members of the Municipal Corporation of 
Chandigarh constituted under the Punjab Municipal Corporation (Extension to Chandigarh) Act, 
1994 in Article 80 of the Constitution.  
An amendment has also been sought to the Fourth Schedule of the Constitution with ‘Entry 32, 
Chandigarh.  
● The fourth Schedule contains provisions as to the allocation of seats in the Council of States.  
 
What's the legal issue now? Why can't municipal councillors elect?  
The elected Municipal Corporation Councillors do not form the electoral college for selecting a 
member for Upper house (Rajya Sabha) because it is beyond the powers of the Municipal 
Corporation (As defined by the Constitution).  
● If the functions of the civic body are to be extended beyond the listed scope of functions it 

would not be feasible and would go against the constitutional mandate of any such Municipal 
Corporation.  

 
How Rajya Sabha members are elected?  
Rajya Sabha members are elected indirectly by the people, that is, by the MLAs.  
● Members of a state's Legislative Assembly vote in the Rajya Sabha elections in proportional 

representation with the single transferable vote (STV) system. Each MLA’s vote is counted 
only once.  

● To win a Rajya Sabha seat, a candidate should get a required number of votes. That number is 
found out using the below formula. Required vote = Total number of votes / (Number of Rajya 
Sabha seats + 1 ) + 1.  

 

9. Principle of ‘Reasonable Accommodation’ 
In its recent verdict on Hijab case, the Karnataka High Court rejected an argument in support of 
permitting Muslim girls wearing head-scarves that was based on the principle of ‘reasonable 
accommodation’.  
● This meant that the court did not favour making any change or adjustment to the rule that 

could have enabled the students to maintain their belief or practice even while adhering to 
the uniform rule.  

 
What is the Principle of ‘Reasonable Accommodation’?  
● It is a principle that promotes equality, enables the grant of positive rights and prevents 

discrimination based on disability, health condition or personal belief.  
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● It captures the positive obligation of the State and private parties to provide additional 

support to persons with disabilities to facilitate their full and effective participation in society.  
 
How does the principle work?  
The general principle is that reasonable accommodation should be provided, unless some undue 
hardship is caused by such accommodation.  
In 2016, the ILO came out with a practical guide on promoting diversity and inclusion through 
workplace adjustments.  
Four categories of workers were chosen for the guide:  

1. Workers with disabilities.  
2. Workers living with HIV and AIDS.  
3. Pregnant workers and those with family responsibilities.  
4. Workers who hold a particular religion or belief.  

 
Accommodations:  
● A modified working environment, shortened or staggered working hours, additional support 

from supervisory staff and reduced work commitments are ways in which accommodation 
can be made.  

● Suitable changes in recruitment processes — allowing scribes during written tests or sign 
language interpreters during interviews — will also be a form of accommodation.  

 
Significance:  
The provision of reasonable accommodation plays a major role in addressing these barriers and 
thus contributes to greater workplace equality, diversity and inclusion.  
 
What is the legal position on this in India?  
In India, the Rights of People with Disabilities Act, 2016, defines ‘reasonable accommodation’ as 
“necessary and appropriate modification and adjustments, without imposing a disproportionate 
or undue burden in a particular case, to ensure to persons with disabilities the enjoyment or 
exercise of rights equally with others”.  
 
Article 2 of the UN Convention on the Rights of People with Disabilities (UNCRPD) defines 
reasonable accommodation as “necessary and appropriate modification and adjustments not 
imposing a disproportionate or undue burden, where needed in a particular case, to ensure to 
persons with disabilities the enjoyment or exercise on an equal basis with others of all human 
rights and fundamental freedoms”.  
 
Relevant Supreme Court judgements:  
In Jeeja Ghosh and Another v. Union of India and Others (2016), the Supreme Court observed 
“Equality not only implies preventing discrimination but goes beyond in remedying discrimination 
against groups suffering systematic discrimination in society. In concrete terms, it means 
embracing the notion of positive rights, affirmative action and reasonable accommodation.”  
Vikash Kumar v. UPSC (2021): This was a case in which the court allowed the use of a scribe in the 
Union Public Service Commission examination for a candidate with dysgraphia, or writer’s cramp. 
The court ruled that benchmark disability, that is a specified disability to the extent of 40%, is 
related only to special reservation for the disabled in employment, but it need not be a restriction 
for other kinds of accommodation. It also said failure to provide reasonable accommodation 
amounts to discrimination.  
 

10. Article 371 of the Constitution 
Articles 369 through 392 appear in Part XXI of the Constitution, titled ‘Temporary, Transitional 
and Special Provisions’.  
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Article 371 of the Constitution includes “special provisions” for 11 states, including six states of 
the Northeast.  
Articles 370 and 371 were part of the Constitution at the time of its commencement on January 
26, 1950; Articles 371A through 371J were incorporated subsequently.  
 
Overview:  

1. Article 371, Maharashtra and Gujarat:  
Governor has “special responsibility” to establish “separate development boards” for “Vidarbha, 
Marathwada, and the rest of Maharashtra”, and Saurashtra and Kutch in Gujarat; ensure 
“equitable allocation of funds for developmental expenditure over the said areas”, and “equitable 
arrangement providing adequate facilities for technical education and vocational training, and 
adequate opportunities for employment” under the state government.  
 

2. Article 371A (13th Amendment Act, 1962), Nagaland:  
Inserted after a 16-point agreement between the Centre and the Naga People’s Convention in 
1960, which led to the creation of Nagaland in 1963.  
Parliament cannot legislate in matters of Naga religion or social practices, Naga customary law 
and procedure, administration of civil and criminal justice involving decisions according to Naga 
customary law, and ownership and transfer of land without concurrence of the state Assembly.  
 

3. Article 371B (22nd Amendment Act, 1969), Assam:  
The President may provide for the constitution and functions of a committee of the Assembly 
consisting of members elected from the state’s tribal areas.  
 

4. Article 371C (27th Amendment Act, 1971), Manipur:  
The President may provide for the constitution of a committee of elected members from the Hill 
areas in the Assembly, and entrust “special responsibility” to the Governor to ensure its proper 
functioning.  
 

5. Article 371D (32nd Amendment Act, 1973; substituted by The Andhra Pradesh 
Reorganisation Act, 2014), Andhra Pradesh and Telangana:  

President must ensure “equitable opportunities and facilities” in “public employment and 
education to people from different parts of the state”. He may require the state government to 
organise “any class or classes of posts in a civil service of, or any class or classes of civil posts 
under, the State into different local cadres for different parts of the State”. He has similar powers 
vis-à-vis admissions in educational institutions.  
 

6. Article 371E:  
Allows for the establishment of a university in Andhra Pradesh by a law of Parliament. But this is 
not a “special provision” in the sense of the others in this part.  
 

7. Article 371F (36th Amendment Act, 1975), Sikkim:  
The members of the Legislative Assembly of Sikkim shall elect the representative of Sikkim in 
the House of the People. To protect the rights and interests of various sections of the population 
of Sikkim, Parliament may provide for the number of seats in the Assembly, which may be filled 
only by candidates from those sections.  
 

8. Article 371G (53rd Amendment Act, 1986), Mizoram:  
Parliament cannot make laws on “religious or social practices of the Mizos, Mizo customary law 
and procedure, administration of civil and criminal justice involving decisions according to Mizo 
customary law, ownership and transfer of land… unless the Assembly… so decides”.  
 

9. Article 371H (55th Amendment Act, 1986), Arunachal Pradesh:  
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The Governor has a special responsibility with regard to law and order, and “he shall, after 
consulting the Council of Ministers, exercise his individual judgment as to the action to be taken”.  
 

10. Article 371J (98th Amendment Act, 2012), Karnataka:  
There is a provision for a separate development board for the Hyderabad-Karnataka region. 
There shall be “equitable allocation of funds for developmental expenditure over the said region”, 
and “equitable opportunities and facilities” for people of this region in government jobs and 
education. A proportion of seats in educational institutions and state government jobs in 
Hyderabad-Karnataka can be reserved for individuals from that region.  
 

11. Article 371I deals with Goa, but it does not include any provision that can be deemed 
‘special’.  

 
Significance:  
All these provisions take into account the special circumstances of individual states, and lay 
down a wide range of specific safeguards that are deemed important for these states.  
In these range of Articles from 371 to 371J, Article 371I, which deals with Goa, stands out in the 
sense that it does not include any provision that can be deemed “special”. Article 371E, which 
deals with Andhra Pradesh and Telangana, too, is not that “special”.  
 

11. Minority status 
A plea has been filed in the Supreme Court seeking minority status for Hindus in Mizoram, 
Nagaland, Manipur, Meghalaya, Arunachal Pradesh, Punjab, Lakshadweep, Ladakh, Kashmir etc.  
 
What has the Centre said on these?  
1. States too have the power to declare any religious or linguistic community, including Hindus, 

as ‘minority’.  
2. Matters concerning whether followers of Hinduism, Judaism, Bahaism can establish and 

administer educational institutions of their choice in the said states and those related to 
their identification as minority within the state may be considered at the state level.  

 
Several state governments have given minority status to some communities. These include:  
● Maharashtra government has notified 'Jews' as a minority community within the state.  
● The Karnataka government has notified Urdu, Telugu, Tamil, Malayalam, Marathi, Tulu, 

Lamani, Hindi, Konkani and Gujarati languages as minority languages within the state of 
Karnataka.  

 
Article 29:  
● It provides that any section of the citizens residing in any part of India having a distinct 

language, script or culture of its own, shall have the right to conserve the same.  
● It grants protection to both religious minorities as well as linguistic minorities.  
● However, the Supreme Court held that the scope of this article is not necessarily restricted to 

minorities only, as use of the word ‘section of citizens’ in the Article includes minorities as 
well as the majority.  

 
Article 30:  
It says all minorities, whether based on religion or language, shall have the right to establish and 
administer educational institutions of their choice.  
 
Special rights enjoyed by religious minority institutions are:  
Under Art 30(1)(a), such institutions enjoy right to education as a Fundamental Right. In case the 
property is taken over by state, due compensation to be provided to establish institutions 
elsewhere.  
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Under Article 15(5), they are not considered for reservation.  
Under Right to Education Act, they are not required to provide admission to children in the age 
group of 6-14 years upto 25% of enrolment reserved for economically backward section of 
society.  
In St Stephens vs Delhi University case, 1992, SC ruled that these institutions can have 50% seats 
reserved for minorities.  
 

12. National Commission for Scheduled Tribes (NCST) 
The National Commission for Scheduled Tribes has been dysfunctional for the last four years and 
has not delivered a single report to Parliament, a parliamentary committee has said in a recent 
report.  
 
About NCST: 
NCST was established by amending Article 338 and inserting a new Article 338A in the 
Constitution through the Constitution (89th Amendment) Act, 2003.  
● By this amendment, the erstwhile National Commission for Scheduled Castes and Scheduled 

Tribes was replaced by two separate Commissions namely- (i) the National Commission for 
Scheduled Castes (NCSC), and (ii) the National Commission for Scheduled Tribes (NCST).  

 
Composition: The term of office of Chairperson, Vice-Chairperson and each member is three 
years from the date of assumption of charge.  
● The Chairperson has been given the rank of Union Cabinet Minister and the Vice-Chairperson 

that of a Minister of State and other Members have the ranks of a Secretary to the 
Government of India.  

● They are appointed by the President by warrant under his hand and seal. 
● At least one member should be a woman. 
● The Chairperson, the Vice-Chairperson and the other Members hold office for a term of 3 

years. 
● The members are not eligible for appointment for more than two terms.  
 
Powers: NCST is empowered to investigate and monitor matters relating to safeguards provided 
for STs under the Constitution or under other laws or under Govt. order. The Commission is also 
authorized to inquire into specific complaints relating to rights and safeguards of STs and to 
participate and advise in the Planning Process relating to socio-economic development of STs and 
to evaluate the progress of their development under the Union and States.  
Report: The commission submits its report to the President annually on the working of safeguards 
and measures required for effective implementation of Programmers/ Schemes relating to 
welfare and socio-economic development of STs.  
 

13. National Commission for Women 
In a move to make legal aid more accessible for women, the National Commission for Women 
(NCW) in collaboration with Delhi State Legal Services Authority (DSLSA) has launched a legal aid 
clinic which will act as a single-window facility for resolving grievances of women by offering them 
free legal assistance.  
● NCW is also planning to set up similar legal services clinics in other State Commissions for 

Women.  
 
About the legal aid clinic:  
Under the new legal aid clinic, counseling will be provided for walk-in complainants, women in 
distress will be given legal assistance, advice and information on various schemes of the National 
Legal Services Authority (NALSA)/ DSLSA, assistance in mahila jansunwai, free legal aid, hearings in 
matrimonial cases and other complaints registered with the Commission will be provided among 
other services.  
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About NCW:  
● Set up in 1992 under the National commission Act.  
● It was established to review the constitutional and legal safeguards for women.  
● It enjoys all the powers of a civil court.  
 
Presentation of Reports:  
It table reports to the central government, every year and at such other times as the commission 
may deem fit, reports upon the working of those safeguards.  
 
Suo motu notice:  
It looks into complaints, and takes Suo Motto notice of matters relating to – deprivation of 
women’s rights, Non-implementation of the laws and Non-compliance of the policy decisions 
guaranteeing the welfare for women society.  
 
Major limitations of National Commission for Women making it toothless:  
1. The NCW is only recommendatory and has no power to enforce its decisions.  
2. Commission lacks constitutional status, and thus has no legal powers to summon police 

officers or witnesses.  
3. It has no power to take legal actions against the Internal Complaint Committees that 

prevent grievance redressal of women facing harassment.  
4. Financial assistance provided to the Commission is very less to cater to its needs.  
5. It does not have the power to choose its own members. The power selecting members is 

vested with the Union government leading to political interference at various levels.  
 

14. Section 144 CrPC 
This colonial-era law, which has been retained in the Code, empowers a district magistrate, a sub-
divisional magistrate, or any other executive magistrate empowered by the state government, to 
issue orders to prevent and address urgent cases of apprehended danger or nuisance.  
● The written order by the officer may be directed against an individual or individuals residing 

in a particular area, or to the public at large.  
● In urgent cases, the magistrate can pass the order without giving prior notice to the individual 

targeted in the order.  
 
Powers under the provision:  
● The provision allows the magistrate to direct any person to abstain from a certain act, or to 

pass an order with respect to a certain property in the possession or under the management 
of that person.  

● This usually means restrictions on movement, carrying arms, and unlawful assembly.  
● It is generally understood that an assembly of three or more people is prohibited under 

Section 144.  
 
Duration:  
Orders passed under Section 144 remain in force for two months, unless the state government 
considers it necessary to extend it. But in any case, the total period for which the order is in force 
cannot be more than six months.  
 

15. Tour of Duty recruitment model 
The Department of Military Affairs has finalised a radical proposal for future recruitment to the 
armed forces. The Army will be the first to try out the concept -the ‘Tour of Duty’ model, which 
involves recruiting some soldiers for a fixed period of three years.  

● The ‘Tour of Duty’ (ToD) concept, first unveiled in 2020.  
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What is the ‘Tour of Duty’ model?  
This model of recruitment would let young individuals voluntarily serve for a temporary period of 
three years.  
● It will be a voluntary engagement.  
● It is for youths who “do not want to make defence services their permanent vocation, but still 

want to experience the thrill and adventure of military professionalism”.  
● The proposal is a shift from the concept of permanent service/job in the Armed Forces, 

towards ‘internship’/temporary experience for three years.  
● While the original proposal in 2020 would have extended the ToD to officers as well, it’s now 

being restricted to jawans, as officers already have the Short Service Commission (SSC) route.  
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