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GENERAL STUDIES – 1 
 

Topics: Indian culture will cover the salient aspects of Art Forms, Literature and 
Architecture from ancient to modern times. 

 Raja Ravi Varma:  
Context:  
Often referred to as the father of modern Indian art, Raja Ravi 
Varma is widely known for his realistic portrayal of Indian gods and 
goddesses.  
● On April 6, one of his significant paintings, Draupadi Vastraharan, 

will be going under the hammer for the first time. Estimated to 
fetch between Rs 15 and Rs 20 crore, the canvas depicts the 
disrobing of Draupadi in a scene from the Mahabharata.  

 
Key contributions: 
● He is remembered for giving Indians their western, classical representations of Hindu gods and 

goddesses.  
● Through his printing press, Varma’s humanised depiction of Hindu pantheon travelled beyond the surfaces 

of costly canvases, and into the prayer and living rooms of working-class homes. 
● He achieved this by making affordable lithographs, which were accessible even to the poor. 
● Ravi Varma first started a press in Mumbai and later shifted it to a place near Lonavala.  
 
Honours:  
His 1873 painting, Nair Lady Adorning Her Hair, won Varma prestigious awards including Governor’s Gold 
Medal when it was presented in the Madras Presidency, and Certificate of Merit at an exhibition in Vienna. 
In 1904, the British colonial government awarded Varma with the Kaiser-i-Hind Gold Medal. In 2013, a crater 
on the planet Mercury was named in his honour.  
 
His prominent works include:  
A Family of Beggars, A Lady Playing Swarbat, Arjuna and Subhadra, Damayanti 
Talking to a Swan, Jatayu (a bird devotee of Lord Rama), Lady Lost in Thought, 
Shakuntala. 
 
Criticisms:  
Varma is often criticized for being too showy in his paintings. His paintings are 
also condemned for overshadowing traditional Indian art forms, especially the 
ones depicting Hindu gods and goddesses. His approach is said to lack the 
dynamism of expression seen in the traditional paintings. Critics have also 
criticized him for modelling goddesses after prostitutes, saying that his representation of deities have reduced 
them to the level of mortals.  
 
Insta Curious: Did you know that Raja Ravi Varma was Patronised by Ayilyam Thirunal, the then ruler of 
Travancore? Ravi Varma also learnt watercolour painting from the royal painter Ramaswamy Naidu, and later 
trained in oil painting from Dutch artist Theodore Jensen.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Time period of Raja Ravi Varma.  
2. Important Indian and European rulers 

during his time.  
3. Unique features of his paintings.  

4. Honours and titles he won.  
 
Link:https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/e
xplained-raja-ravi-varma-art-draupadi-vastraharan-
7849242/.  

 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/04/29/raja-ravi-varma/&ved=2ahUKEwisl4LF3vn2AhWaR2wGHaFODcQQFnoECAMQAQ&usg=AOvVaw2-zgTSxRxMi77fRhu6XDpD
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-raja-ravi-varma-art-draupadi-vastraharan-7849242/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-raja-ravi-varma-art-draupadi-vastraharan-7849242/
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 Hindu New Year festival 
Context: The President of India extended greetings to the whole nation and Indians all across the world on the 
occasion of Ugadi 
 
About Ugadi 

• This festival marks the beginning of the traditional New Year in India. 

• It is known by different names across the country: 
o Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka and Telangana: Ugadi or Yugadi.  
o Maharashtra: Gudi Padwa 
o Sindhis: Cheti Chand 
o Kashmir: Navreh 

• The first day of the Hindu lunisolar calendar’s month of Chaitra is celebrated as Ugadi. 

• According to Hindu mythology, it is believed that Lord Brahma started the creation of the universe on 
Ugadi. 

• During this time, there is also a celebration of the nine forms of Durga (Chaitra Navami) in states such as 
Maharashtra.  

 
Insta links 
Know more about the festival: Click here 
Prelims link 

1. What is Ugadi? 
2. When it is celebrated? 
3. Different names of Ugadi? 

4. Regions where Ugadi is celebrated? 
 

Mains link: ‘Festivals in India are intrinsically linked 
to the environment in which we live and inhabit’. 
Elaborate using suitable examples.  
Source: PIB 

 

 Bamiyan Buddhas 
Context: The Taliban regime in Afghanistan assured the world of its intention to protect and conserve the 
Buddhist heritage in Mes Aynak.   
More on this: 

• The earlier Taliban regime had destroyed several Buddhist related ancient sculptural and architectural 
treasures in Mes Aynak (2001). This naturally raised fears amongst many when the Taliban regime came 
back to power 

• However, the regime has assured the world of its intention to conserve the diverse Buddhist heritage. One 
of the primary reasons behind this is to ensure investment in the country since the regime is facing 
economic hardships ever since it came to power. 

About Bamiyan Buddhas 

• The Bamiyan valley, in the Hindu Kush mountains, is situated along the river Bamiyan, and it was a key 
node of the early Silk Routes, emerging as a hub of both commercial and cultural exchange. 

• The Bamiyan Buddha statues, hewn from sandstone cliffs, are said to have dated back to the 5th century 
AD and were once the tallest standing Buddhas in the world. 

• These statues were examples of a perfect blend of Gupta, Sassanian and Hellenistic artistic styles. 

• Salsal and Shamana (two of the tallest Buddha statues in the region) as called by the locals were razed by 
the Taliban regime in 2001 

• In 2003, UNESCO included the remains of the Bamiyan Buddhas in its list of world heritage sites. 

• To mark 20 years of their destruction, on March 9, 2021, the statue of Salsal was “recreated” — a 3D 
projection was beamed at the alcove where it had stood. 

 
Insta links 
Know more about this: Click here 
Prelims link 

1. Bamiyan Buddhas 
2. Buddhist sites in Afghanistan 
3. Kushanas 
4. Gandhara style of art 

 
Mains link: How can the world as a whole aim to 
protect and conserve the rich heritage in those 
regions ravaged by wars and civil conflicts? Discuss 
(15M) 
Source: The Indian Express  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://www.msn.com/en-in/news/other/ugadi-gudi-padwa-chaitra-navratri-what-you-should-know/ar-AAVLMcT?ocid=BingNewsSearch
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleaseIframePage.aspx?PRID=1812402
https://www.archinternational.org/projects/bamiyan/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/everyday-explainers/explained-what-were-the-bamiyan-buddhas-and-why-did-the-taliban-destroy-them-7844925/
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 Lingaraj Temple:  
Context:  
The Central government has told the Odisha government that its ordinance to bring the 11thcentury Lingaraj 
temple in Bhubaneswar and its associated temples under a special law is outside the legislative competence 
of the state legislature.  
 
About Lingaraj Temple:  

● Lingaraj temple is the largest temple in Bhubaneswar.  
● Constructed by King Jajati Keshari in the 10th Century and completed by King Lalatendu Keshari in the 

11thcentury.  
● The temple is built in the Deula style.  
● The temple, dedicated to Lord Shiva, marks the culmination of the temple architecture in Bhubaneswar 

which was the cradle of the Kalinga School of Temple Architecture.  
 
Overview of the Lingaraj Temple Ordinance of 
2020:  
1. The ordinance covers 12 centrally protected 

monuments including the Lingaraj temple 
and three tanks.  

2. The ordinance has a provision for retail 
shops for sale of commodities inside or 
outside of the temples.  

3. The managing committee will oversee the 
lease or sale of movable or immovable 
property attached with the Lingaraj temple.  

4. It has Provisions for Repair and construction 
of new buildings.  

 
What's the issue now?  
The Union Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) has said several provisions of the proposed ordinance were in 
conflict with the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Sites and Remains (AMASR) Act, 1958.  

● Firstly, it was outside the legislative competence of the state legislature as it violates the provisions of 
AMASR Act. Under AMASR Act, the Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) is responsible for the 
conservation and preservation of these 12 centrally protected monuments.  

● As per AMASR Act a monument should not be used for any other purposes not consistent with its 
character. Allowing retail shops to be constructed under the ordinance violates this provision.  

● As per the AMASR Act, new constructions are not allowed in prohibited areas (100 metre zone from 
protected monument).  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Who built the Lingaraj temple?  
2. What is Kalinga style of Architecture?  

3. What is Deula style?  
4. Difference between Nagara and Dravida 

styles.  

 

 Guru Nabha Dass 
Context:  
The Punjab government has announced a gazetted holiday on the birth anniversary of Guru Nabha Dass, a 
16th century saint.  
 
About Guru Nabha Dass:  
Born on: April 8, 1537.  
Born at village Bhadrachalam on the bank of Godavari river in Khammam district, which falls in the present day 
Telangana.  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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Belonged to Mahasha also known as doom or dumna community, which is one of the Schedule Caste 
communities.  
Religious gurus — Agar Dass and Keel Dass.  
People from this community are also known as Nabhadassias. They are known for making baskets and grain 
storage containers with bamboo.  
 
Bhagatmal:  
Guru Nabha Dass wrote ‘Bhagatmal’ in 1585. It has the life history of around 200 saints.  
 
What is his connection with Punjab?  
● Guru Nabha Dass used to visit village Pandori in Gurdaspur district where people of Doom community live.  
● Some gurus of the community also used to live there.  
● Neighbouring Himachal Pradesh and Jammu states also have a sizeable presence of the community.  
● Kullu Dussehra is celebrated for a week on the directions of Guru Nabha Dass.  
There are around 30 lakh people of Mahasha community who live in Punjab, including around one lakh in 
Pathankot itself.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Kullu Dussehra.  
2. Guru Nabha Dass.  

3. Bhagatmal.  
 
Mains Link: Write a note on Guru Nabha Dass.  

 

Topics: Modern Indian history from about the middle of the eighteenth century until the 
present- significant events, personalities, issues. 

 Babu Jagjivan Ram:  
Context:  
The Prime Minister paid tributes to freedom fighter Babu Jagjivan Ram on his 115th birth anniversary (5th 
April).  
 
About Babu Jagjivan Ram:  
● Jagjivan Ram, popularly known as Babuji was a national leader, a freedom fighter, a crusader of social 

justice, a champion of depressed classes, an outstanding Parliamentarian, a true democrat, a distinguished 
Union Minister, an able administrator and an exceptionally gifted orator.  

● Jagjivan Ram had organized a number of Ravidas Sammelans and had celebrated Guru Ravidas Jayanti in 
different areas of Calcutta (Kolkata).  

● In 1934, he founded the Akhil Bhartiya Ravidas Mahasabha in Calcutta.  
● He was instrumental in the foundation of the All India Depressed Classes League.  
● In October 1935, Babuji appeared before the Hammond Commission at Ranchi and demanded, for the 

first time, voting rights for the Dalits.  
● Babu Jagjivan Ram played a very active and crucial role in the freedom struggle. Inspired by Gandhiji, Babuji 

courted arrest on 10 December 1940. After his release, he entrenched himself deeply into the Civil 
Disobedience Movement and Satyagraha.  

● Babuji was arrested again on 19 August 1942 for his active participation in the Quit India Movement 
launched by the Indian National Congress.  

● He has also served as the deputy prime minister of India.  
 
Insta Curious: Did you know that In 1925, Jagjivan Ram met scholar Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya and was 
greatly inspired by him? On Malaviya’s invitation, he joined the Banaras Hindu University.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About Babu Jagjivan Ram.  
2. His contributions to India's freedom 

struggle.  

3. Post Independence contributions.  
4. All India Depressed Classes League.  
5. Guru Ravidas.  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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 Jyotirao Phule:  
Context:  
Social reformer Jyotirao Phule's birth anniversary was observed on April 11th.  

● He was a multifaceted personality who worked tirelessly for social equality, 
women empowerment and boosting education.  

● Phule is widely respected as a champion of social justice and source of hope 
for countless people.  

Phule was born into a family that belonged to the Mali caste, that grew fruits and vegetables for a living.  
 
Key contributions to the society:  
● Along with his wife Savitribai Phule, worked for the uplift of women and children in the marginalised 

communities.  
● In 1848, he started his first school for girls at Bhide Wada in Pune.  
● In 1873, he formed the Satyashodhak Samaj (Society of Truth Seekers) along with his followers to fight for 

basic rights for people belonging to the lower castes.  
● They also fought to stop infanticide and promote widow remarriage.  
● To end the stigma of social untouchability, he opened his house to people of the lower caste and allowed 

them to use his water-well.  
● The couple set up ‘Balyata Pratibandak Gruha’, a childcare centre for the protection of pregnant widows 

and rape victims.  
 
Title "Mahatma":  
In 1888, he was given the title of ‘Mahatma’ (‘great soul’) by another social activist Vithalrao Krishnaji 
Vandekar.  
 
His famous works:  
Tritiya Ratna (1855), Gulamgiri (1873), Shetkarayacha Aasud, or Cultivator’s Whipcord (1881), Satyashodhak 
Samajokt Mangalashtakasah Sarva Puja-vidhi (1887).  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:v 

1. Important literary works of Mahatma 
Phule.  

2. Who gave him the title Mahatma?  
3. Objectives of Satyashodhak Samaj.  
4. Which state has launched a scheme on 

Jyotirao Phule and what is it related to?  

5. Notable contributions of Savitribai Phule.  
 
Link:https://www.google.com/amp/s/indianexpres
s.com/article/lifestyle/life-style/jyotirao-phule-
birth-anniversary-facts-indian-activist-social-
reformer-7863691/lite/.  

 

 Jallianwala Bagh massacre:  
Context:  
On April 13, 1919, British forces opened fire on unarmed Indians at 
Jallianwala Bagh killing hundreds of people.  

● 13th April, 2022 marks the 103 years of the incident.  
 
About the incident:  
● It was Baisakhi that day, Local residents in Amritsar decided to hold a 

meeting that day to discuss and protest against the confinement of 
Satya Pal and Saifuddin Kitchlew, two leaders fighting for 
Independence, and implementation of the Rowlatt Act, which armed the British government with powers 
to detain any person without trial.  

● The crowd had a mix of men, women and children. They all gathered in a park called the Jallianwala Bagh, 
walled on all sides but for a few small gates, against the orders of the British. While the meeting was on, 
Brigadier-General Reginald Edward Harry Dyer, who had crept up to the scene wanting to teach the public 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/07/21/jyotirao-phule/&ved=2ahUKEwj80_7R8LX2AhU8SGwGHavbCNcQFnoECAMQAQ&usg=AOvVaw3VguMrW-wHwcJvBtoUrLC1
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/03/savitribai-phule/
https://www.google.com/amp/s/indianexpress.com/article/lifestyle/life-style/jyotirao-phule-birth-anniversary-facts-indian-activist-social-reformer-7863691/lite/
https://www.google.com/amp/s/indianexpress.com/article/lifestyle/life-style/jyotirao-phule-birth-anniversary-facts-indian-activist-social-reformer-7863691/lite/
https://www.google.com/amp/s/indianexpress.com/article/lifestyle/life-style/jyotirao-phule-birth-anniversary-facts-indian-activist-social-reformer-7863691/lite/
https://www.google.com/amp/s/indianexpress.com/article/lifestyle/life-style/jyotirao-phule-birth-anniversary-facts-indian-activist-social-reformer-7863691/lite/


 

www.insightsonindia.com       11  InsightsIAS 

assembled a lesson, ordered 90 soldiers he had brought with him to the venue to open fire on the crowd. 
Many tried in vain to scale the walls to escape. Many jumped into the well located inside the park.  

 
Outcomes:  

● Considered ‘The Butcher of Amritsar’in the aftermath of the massacre, General Dyer was removed 
from command and exiled to Britain.  

● Rabindranath Tagore and Mahatma Gandhi, as a sign of condemnation, renounced their British 
Knighthood and Kaiser-i-Hind medal respectively.  

● In 1922, the infamous Rowlett Act was repealed by the British.  
 
Insta Curious: Did you know that the Gujarat government recently marked 100 years of the Pal-Dadhvav 
killings, calling it a massacre “bigger than the Jallianwala Bagh”? Reference: read this.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Who was the Viceroy when this incident 
took place?  

2. Outcomes of the incident?  

3. What is Rowlatt Act?  
 
Mains Link: The tragedy of Jallianwala Bagh is a 
shameful scar on British Indian history. Comment. 

 

 BR Ambedkar:  
Context:  
The nation celebrated the 131st birth anniversary of B R Ambedkar on April 14 this year.  

● His role as a social reformer, chairman of the draft committee of the Indian Constitution, and first law 
minister of the country is well-known.  

 
Dr.B R Ambedkar contribution towards Constitutional Reforms:  

● As chairman of the Constitution’s drafting committee, he took meticulous measures to build a just 
society through liberty, equality and fraternity.  

● His advocacy for universal adult franchise ensured that women had the right to vote immediately after 
Independence.  

● His advocacy of the Hindu Code Bill was a revolutionary measure towards ameliorating women’s plight 
by conferring on them the right to adopt and inherit.  

● He contributed to developing federal finance.  
 
Ambedkar as a pioneer in establishing many national institutions:  
● The Reserve Bank of India was conceptualised from the Hilton Young Commission’s recommendation, 

which considered Ambedkar’s guidelines laid out in The Problem of the Rupee: Its Origin and Its Solution.  
● As a labour member in Viceroy’s Executive Council from 1942 to 1946, he evolved numerous policies in 

the water, power and labour welfare sectors.  
● His farsightedness helped in establishing the Central Water Commission in the form of the Central 

Waterways, Irrigation and Navigation Commission (CWINC), Central Technical Power Board.  
● He helped in establishing the integrated water resources management through the establishment of the 

river valley authority, which actively considered projects like the Damodar River Valley Project, the Sone 
River Valley Project the Mahanadi (Hirakud Project), the Kosi and others on the Chambal and the rivers of 
the Deccan region.  

● The Inter-State Water Dispute Act, 1956, and the River Board Act, 1956 emanate from his vision.  
 
Contribution for the welfare of labourers and Industrial Workers:  
● As a member of the Bombay Assembly, Ambedkar opposed the introduction of the Industrial Disputes Bill, 

1937, as it removed workers’ right to strike.  
● He contributed to the reduction of working hours to 48 hours per week, lifting the ban on the employment 

of women for underground work in coal mines, introducing the provisions of overtime, paid leave and 
minimum wage. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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● He also helped to establish the principle of “equal pay for equal work” irrespective of sex and maternity 
benefits. L  

● Ambedkar outrightly opposed the communist labour movements, their extraterritorial loyalties and their 
Marxian approach of controlling all means of production.  

 
Ambedkar: Voice of the depressed classes:  
● Ambedkar was the voice of the Depressed Classes on every platform. As their representative at the Round 

Table Conference, he championed the cause of labour and improving the condition of peasants.  
● During the Bombay Assembly’s Poona session in 1937, he introduced a Bill to abolish the Khoti system of 

land tenure in Konkan.  
● In Bombay, the historic peasant march to the Council Hall in 1938 made him a popular leader of the 

peasants, workers, and the landless. He was the first legislator in the country to introduce a Bill for 
abolishing the serfdom of agricultural tenants.  

● His essay titled ‘Small Holdings in India and their Remedies’ (1918) proposed industrialisation as the 
answer to India’s agricultural problem and is still relevant to contemporary debates.  

 

 Alluri Sitaram Raju and the Rampa Rebellion:  
Context:  
The Vice President, Shri M. Venkaiah Naidu recently visited the birthplace of noted freedom fighter and 
revolutionary, Shri Alluri Sitarama Raju in Pandrangi village near Visakhapatnam, Andhra Pradesh.  
 
About Alluri Sitaram Raju:  
In 1922, Indian revolutionary Alluri Sitaram Raju led the Rampa Rebellion against the British raj for their 
imposition of the 1882 Madras Forest Act, which severely restricted the free movement of the tribal 
community within their own forests.  

● Under the implications of this Act, the community was unable to fully carry out the traditional Podu 
agricultural system, which involved shifting cultivation.  

● The armed struggle came to a violent end in 1924, when Raju was captured by police forces, tied to a 
tree, and shot by a firing squad. His heroics resulted in him being titled manyam veerudu, or ‘the hero 
of the jungle’.  

 
Rampa Rebellion:  
The Rampa Rebellion of 1922, also known as the Manyam Rebellion, was a tribal uprising, led by Alluri 
Sitarama Raju in Godavari Agency of Madras Presidency, British India. It began in August 1922 and lasted until 
the capture and killing of Raju in May 1924.  
 
Insta Curious: Did you know that under the British Rajthere were close to 40 major tribal rebellions across the 
country with the first one being in 1774-79, when the Halba tribe rebelled against the Company rule in Dongar 
in Bastar, Chhattisgarh?  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About Rampa Rebellion.  
2. Alluri Sitarama Raju.  
3. Komaram Bheem.  

4. Manyam Rebellion.  
 
Mains Link: Discuss the significance of Tampa 
Rebellion. 

 

 Guru Tegh Bahadur:  
Context:  
The 401st birth anniversary of Guru Tegh Bahadur was observed on 21st April, 2022.  
 
About Guru Tegh Bahadur:  
● Born in Amritsar on April 21, 1621 to Mata Nanki and Guru Hargobind, the sixth 

Sikh guru.  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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● He was the ninth Sikh guru who stood up against forcible conversions by the Mughals.  
● He set up his headquarters in present-day Anandpur Sahib in 1665.  
● He helped Raja Ram Singh to broker a truce with the Ahom king. Gurdwara Dhubri Sahib on the banks of 

the Brahmaputra commemorates this peace accord.  
● Aurangzeb ordered the public execution of the Guru on November 11, 1675 after he declined to embrace 

Islam.  
 
Impact of his execution:  
● The execution hardened the resolve of Sikhs against religious oppression and persecution. His martyrdom 

helped all Sikh Panths consolidate to make the protection of human rights central to its Sikh identity.  
● Inspired by him, his nine-year-old son, Guru Gobind Singh Ji, eventually organized the Sikh group into a 

distinct, formal, symbol-patterned community came to be known as Khalsa (Martial) identity.  
 
Insta Curious: Did you know that after Guru Ram Das, the fourth Sikh guru, the guruship became hereditary?  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Sikh Gurus.  
2. Guru Tegh Bahadur.  
3. Contributions.  
4. Aurangzeb.  

Mains Link: Discuss about the key contributions of 
Guru Tegh Bahadur to Sikhism.  
 
Link:https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/g
uru-tegh-bahadur-life-legend-mughals-explained-
7879281/lite/.  

 

 Bhima- Koregaon battle:  
Context:  
NCP president Sharad Pawar recently filed an additional affidavit before the Koregaon Bhima inquiry 
commission to suggest "legal reforms" that include:  

1. "Repeal" of Section 124A of Indian Penal Code (offence of sedition).  
2. Reintroduction of Section 66A of the Information Technology Act.  

 
Need for:  
This is necessary to ensure law enforcement agencies can maintain law and order and prevent riots.  
 
Misuse of Section 124A:  
Section 124A is "often misused against people who criticise the government, suppressing their liberty, and 
tends to stifle any voice of dissent raised in a peaceful and democratic way".  
Know more about this law here.  
 
Section 66A of the IT Act:  
Know more about this law here.  
 
Koregaon Bhima: Commission of Inquiry:  
The two-member commission, headed by retired high court justice J N Patel with former chief secretary Sumit 
Malik as the other member, was constituted by the state government on February 9, 2018, to inquire into the 
“exact sequence” of events that led to violence on the 200th anniversary of Battle of Koregaon Bhima on 
January 1 that year.  
 
About the Bhima- Koregaon battle:  

● A battle was fought in Bhima Koregaon, a district in Pune with a strong historical Dalit connection, 
between the Peshwa forces and the British on January 1, 1818.  

● The British army, which comprised mainly of Dalit soldiers, fought the upper caste-dominated Peshwa 
army. The British troops defeated the Peshwa army.  

 
Outcomes of the battle:  
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● The victory was seen as a win against caste-based discrimination and oppression. Peshwas were notorious 
for their oppression and persecution of Mahar dalits. The victory in the battle over Peshwas gave dalits a 
moral victory a victory against caste-based discrimination and oppression and sense of identity.  

● However, the divide and rule policy of the British created multiple fissures in Indian society which is even 
visible today in the way of excessive caste and religious discrimination which needs to be checked keeping 
in mind the tenets of the Constitution.  

 
Why Bhima Koregaon is seen as a Dalit symbol?  
● The battle has come to be seen as a symbol of Dalit pride because a large number of soldiers in the 

Company force were the Mahar Dalits. Since the Peshwas, who were Brahmins, were seen as oppressors of 
Dalits, the victory of the Mahar soldiers over the the Peshwa force is seen as Dalit assertion.  

● On 1 January 1927, B.R. Ambedkar visited the memorial obelisk erected on the spot which bears the names 
of the dead including nearly two dozen Mahar soldiers. The men who fought in the battle of Koregaon 
were the Mahars, and the Mahars are Untouchables.  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About the Battle.  
2. Participants.  
3. Outcomes.  
4. Why Bhima Koregaon is seen as a Dalit 

symbol?  
 

 
Mains Link: The celebration of Bhima Koregaon 
Battle Victory not only challenges the conventional 
narrative of anti-colonialism, it also tells the story 
of the making of an autonomous culture of Dalits 
against the inferior culture of caste. Discuss 
critically.  
 

Link: https://m.timesofindia.com/india/repeal-sedition-law-bring-back-sec-66a-of-it-act-says-
pawar/amp_articleshow/91165056.cms.  
 

Topics: The Freedom Struggle – its various stages and important contributors 
/contributions from different parts of the country. 

 Birsa Munda:  
Context:  
Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan recently released a book on the life of tribal freedom fighter 
Birsa Munda.  

● The book titled ‘Birsa Munda - Janjatiya Nayak’ is written by Prof Alok Chakrawal, Vice-Chancellor of 
Guru Ghasidas Vishwavidyalaya, Bilaspur.  

● The book is a comprehensive attempt to bring to the fore the struggle of Bhagwan Birsa Munda and 
the contribution of forest dwellers in the freedom movement.  

 
Who was he?  
Bisra Munda was a folk hero and a tribal freedom fighter hailing from the Munda tribe. He was a spearhead 
behind the Millenarian movement that arose in the Bihar and Jharkhand belt in the 19th century under British 
colonisation. He is also known as ‘Dharti Abba’ or the Earth Father.  

● Born on 15th November 1875.  
 
Birsait:  
Bisra wanted to reform the tribal society and so, he urged them to 
let go of beliefs in witchcraft and instead, stressed on the 
importance of prayer, staying away from alcohol, having faith in 
God and observing a code of conduct. Based on these, he started 
the faith of ‘Birsait’.  
 
Achievements:  
Bisra started a movement called ‘Ulgulan’, or ‘The Great Tumult’. His struggle against the exploitation and 
discrimination against tribals led to a big hit against the British government in the form of the Chotanagpur 
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Tenancy Act being passed in 1908. The act restricted the passing on of land from the tribal people to non-
tribals.  
 
Munda Rebellion:  

● It is one of the most important tribal movements.  
● It was led by Birsa Munda in the south of Ranchi in 1899-1900.  

 
The movement identified following forces as the cause of the misery the Mundas were suffering: 

1. The land policies of the British were destroying their traditional land system. 
2. Hindu landlords and moneylenders were taking over their land. 
3. Missionaries were criticising their traditional culture. 

 
Significance of Munda Rebellion:  

● It forced the colonial government to introduce laws so that the land of the tribals could not be easily 
taken over by dikus (Chotanagpur Tenancy Act, 1908).  

● It showed that the tribal people had the capacity to protest against injustice and express their anger 
against colonial rule.  

 
Insta Curious: Do you know about the International Day of the World’s Indigenous People? Reference: read 
this.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Where was Birsa Munda born? 
2. What is Ulgulan? 

3. Overview of the Chotanagpur Tenancy Act, 
1908. 

 
Mains Link: Write a note on Birsa Munda and his 
key contributions to India's freedom struggle. 

 
Topics: Population and associated issues, poverty and developmental issues. 

 Integrated Command and Control Centres:  
Context:  
The government has announced that 80 of the 100 planned Integrated Command and Control Centres have 
been set up, with the rest to be completed by August 15.  
 
What are ICCCs?  
The Smart Cities Mission (SCM) includes setting up ICCCs for each city as a vital step.  

● They are designed to enable authorities to monitor the status of various amenities in real time.  
● They are aimed at controlling and monitoring water and power supply, sanitation, traffic movement, 

integrated building management, city connectivity and Internet infrastructure.  
● These centres will now also monitor various other parameters and are also linked to the CCTNS (Crime 

and Criminal Tracking Networks and Systems) network under the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA).  
 
Significance:  
The ICCC acts of a smart city acts as a “nerve centre” for operations management. It processes a complex and 
large pool of data sets at an aggregated level. For example, it is now the go-to source for integrated traffic 
management monitoring.  
 
Smart Cities mission:  
● GoI launched the smart cities mission in 2015.  
● The cities were given five years to complete the projects under the mission, with the first set of Smart 

Cities expected to complete in 2021.  
● The objective is to integrate city functions, utilize scarce resources more efficiently, and improve the 

quality of life of citizens.  
● It is an innovative initiative under the Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs.  
● It is a Centrally Sponsored Scheme.  
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Smart city is envisaged to have four pillars:  
1. Social Infrastructure.  
2. Physical Infrastructure.  
3. Institutional Infrastructure (including Governance).  
4. Economic Infrastructure.  

 
Progress made under this scheme (as of June 2021):  

● Of the total proposed projects under this mission, 5,924 projects have been tendered, work orders 
have been issued for 5,236 and 2,665 projects are fully operational.  

● 212 PPP projects worth Rs. 24,964 crore have been grounded/completed 
● 70 Smart cities have developed.  operationalized their Integrated Command and Control Centres 

(ICCCs) in the country.  
 
Challenges ahead:  

1. A lot of progress is desired in creating energy-efficient and green buildings.  
2. Making Urban Bodies self-reliant.  
3. The share of public transport is declining, it needs to be increased to meet the needs of increasing 

urbanization.  
4. Rising air pollution, increase in road congestion due to an increase in urbanization.  

 
Insta Curious: Do you know about the Global Smart City Index? Read Here (Briefly).  
Do you remember the City Innovation Exchange (CiX)? Read this, 
   
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About the Smart Cities Mission.  
2. India smart cities awards (ISCA)- latest 

edition.  
3. Parameters used for ranking.  
4. About the AMRUT mission.  

 
Mains Link: Discuss the significance of the Smart 
Cities Mission.  
 
Link:https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/e
xplained-smart-citys-nerve-centre-7879274/lite/.  

 

Topics: Important Geophysical phenomena such as earthquakes, Tsunami, Volcanic activity, 
cyclone etc., geographical features and their location- changes in critical geographical 
features (including water-bodies and ice-caps) and in flora and fauna and the effects of such 
changes. 

 Geomagnetic storm:  
Context:  
The earth is likely to hit by a geomagnetic storm on 7th April, according to the Space Weather Prediction 
Center (SWPC) of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA).  
 
What are Geomagnetic Storms?  
Geomagnetic storms are caused when events 
such as solar flares can send higher than 
normal levels of radiation towards Earth. This 
radiation interacts with the Earth's magnetic 
field causing a geomagnetic storm.  
 
Causes:  
The disturbance that drives the magnetic storm 
may be a solar coronal mass ejection (CME) or 
(much less severely) a co-rotating interaction 
region (CIR), a high-speed stream of solar wind 
originating from a coronal hole.  
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Effects of Geomagnetic storms:  
● Effects from the geomagnetic storm can range from the appearance of auroras or the northern and 

southern lights to disruptions in communications systems due to high radiation. This would make it 
difficult to communicate with others on Earth.  

Classification of Geomagnetic storms:  
Geomagnetic storms are classified according to a scale that measures the effect that storms will have.  

● At its safest level, a G1 storm affects power grids by causing weak fluctuations, minor impacts on 
satellite operations, and causes the northern and southern lights to occur.  

● At its most extreme, G5, there would be voltage control problems with some grid system collapses or 
blackouts, radio waves wouldn't be able to travel for one to two days, low-frequency radio would be 
out for hours, and the auroras would be able to be seen at lower latitudes than usual.  

 
Insta Curious: In February this year, Tesla and SpaceX CEO Elon Musk's Starlink project was hit hard when a 
geomagnetic storm damaged 40 of its satellites. What happened then? Reference: read this.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. What are solar flares?  
2. What are sunspots?  
3. How solar flares affect earth’s magnetic 

field?  

4. What is sun’s 11 year cycle?  
 
Mains Link: What are geomagnetic storms? Discuss 
the concerns associated.  

 

 El Niño:  
Context:  
The southwest monsoon is likely to be “normal” in 2022, though rainfall in August, the second rainiest month, 
will likely be subdued, according to the private weather company Skymet.  
 
Key findings:  
● Rajasthan, Gujarat, Nagaland, Manipur, Mizoram and Tripura are likely to be rain deficit throughout the 

season.  
● Northeastern States have a high base-level of rainfall.  
● In the South, Kerala and north interior Karnataka would see subdued rainfall in the core monsoon months 

of July and August.  
● On the other hand, Punjab, Haryana, and Uttar Pradesh — key kharif crop regions — and rainfed areas of 

Maharashtra and Madhya Pradesh would witness “above normal”’ rainfall.  
 
What is 'Normal'?  
“Normal”, according to Skymet, is 98% of the historical average of 88 cm for the four-month stretch from June-
September.  
 
Impact of ENSO:  
The El Nino, characterised by a warming of temperatures in the Central Pacific and associated with drying up 
rainfall over India, wasn’t expected to surface this year. Its converse, or a La Nina, had helped with two years of 
above normal rainfall in 2019, 2020 and “normal” 
rain in 2021.  
 
What are the Niño and La Niña?  
They are two natural climate phenomena occurring 
across the tropical Pacific Ocean and influence the 
weather conditions all over the world.  
● While the El Niño period is characterised by 

warming or increased sea surface temperatures 
in the central and eastern tropical Pacific Ocean, 
a La Niña event causes the water in the eastern 
Pacific Ocean to be colder than usual.  
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● Together, they are called ENSO or El Niño-Southern Oscillation.  
 
What causes El Nino?  
1. El Nino sets in when there is an anomaly in 

the pattern.  
2. The westward-blowing trade winds weaken 

along the Equator and due to changes in air 
pressure, the surface water moves 
eastwards to the coast of northern South 
America.  

3. The central and eastern Pacific regions 
warm up for over six months and result in an El Nino condition.  

 
Insta Curious: Do you know about Param Shivay, a Supercomputer built under the National Super Computing 
Mission? Reference:  
Do you know about the Indian Ocean dipole that influences monsoon? Its “positive” phase corresponds to 
good rains and “negative” the opposite.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. What is El Nino?  
2. What is La Nina?  
3. What is ENSO?  
4. When do these events occur?  
5. Impact of ENSO on Asia, Africa and 

Australia.  

 
Mains Link: Discuss the impact of La Nina weather 
phenomenon on India.  
 
Link: 
https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehindu.co
m/news/national/private-agency-skymet-forecasts-
normal-monsoon/article65313940.ece/amp/.  

 

 “Long period average” (LPA):  
Context:  
The country is likely to receive a normal monsoon for the fourth consecutive year, the India Meteorological 
Department (IMD) said in its first Long Range Forecast (LRF) for this year.  
 
How is it predicted?  
The IMD predicts a “normal”, “below normal”, or “above normal” monsoon in relation to a benchmark “long 
period average” (LPA).  

● According to the IMD, the “LPA of rainfall is the rainfall recorded over a particular region for a given 
interval (like month or season) average over a long period like 30 years, 50 years, etc”.  

● Along with the countrywide figure, the IMD also maintains LPAs for every meteorological region of the 
country.  

 
Why LPA is needed?  
Because annual rainfall can vary greatly not just from region to region and from month to month, but also from 
year to year within a particular region or month, an LPA is needed to smooth out trends so that a reasonably 
accurate prediction can be made.  

● A 50-year LPA covers for large variations in either direction caused by freak years of unusually high or 
low rainfall (as a result of events such as El Nino or La Nina), as well as for the periodic drought years 
and the increasingly common extreme weather events caused by climate change.  

 
The onset needs a trigger in the form of a weather system in the proximity of the coastline. These are ocean 
born phenomena which accentuate the monsoon surge around the normal time of onset. These include:  
1. The low-pressure area or depression in the Bay of Bengal during the last days of May or the beginning of 

June.  
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2. There are such systems in the Arabian Sea as well 
around the same time which results in onset over 
the mainland.  

3. ‘Cyclonic Vortex’ is another factor which appears in 
the Southeast Arabian Sea, off Kerala and 
Lakshadweep region. They also shift along the west 
coast to push the monsoon current.  

4. The formation of ‘trough’ off the west coast due to 
temperature differential between land and sea. 
This situation could be for a mild start and weak 
progress.  

5. Lastly the cross-equatorial flow, wherein the trade 
winds from the Southern Hemisphere crossover to 
the Northern Hemisphere can bring a strong 
monsoon surge towards the Indian mainland.  

 
Monsoon in India- related key facts:  

1. Generally, across the world, the monsoons are experienced in the tropical area roughly between 20° 
N and 20° S.  

2. Out of a total of 4 seasonal divisions of India, monsoon occupies 2 divisions, namely- the southwest 
monsoon season and the retreating monsoon season.  

 
Insta Curious:  
The IMD maintains five rainfall distribution categories on an all-India scale. These are: 

1. Normal or near normal, when the percentage departure of actual rainfall is +/-10% of LPA, that is, 
between 96-104% of LPA.  

2. Below normal, when departure of actual rainfall is less than 10% of LPA, that is 90-96% of LPA.  
3. Above normal, when actual rainfall is 104-110% of LPA.  
4. Deficient, when departure of actual rainfall is less than 90% of LPA.  
5. Excess, when the departure of actual rainfall is more than 110% of LPA.  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. What is El Nino? 
2. What is La Nina? 
3. What is ENSO? 
4. When do these events occur? 
5. Impact of ENSO on Asia, Africa and 

Australia. 

6. What is Indian Ocean Dipole?  
7. Differences between Southwest and 

Northeast monsoon.  
8. Factors influencing the onset on Southwest 

Monsoon.  
 
Mains Link: Discuss the impact of La Nina weather 
phenomenon on India.  

 

 Aurora:  
Context:  
Stunning aurora glow was recently observed above Iceland after a 'dead' sunspot 
erupted.  
 
What is Aurora?  
An Aurora is a display of light in the sky predominantly seen in the high latitude 
regions (Arctic and Antarctic). It is also known as a Polar light.  
 
Types:  
There are two types- the aurora borealis and aurora australis – often called the northern lights and southern 
lights.  
 
Where do they occur?  
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They commonly occur at high northern and southern latitudes, less frequent at mid-latitudes, and seldom seen 
near the equator.  
 
Colors:  
While usually a milky greenish color, auroras can also show red, blue, violet, pink, and white. These colors 
appear in a variety of continuously changing shapes.  
 
Science behind their occurrence:  
● Auroras are a spectacular sign that our planet is electrically connected to the Sun. These light shows are 

provoked by energy from the Sun and fueled by electrically charged particles trapped in Earth’s magnetic 
field.  

● The typical aurora is caused by collisions between fast-moving electrons from space with the oxygen and 
nitrogen in Earth’s upper atmosphere.  

● The electrons—which come from the Earth’s magnetosphere, the region of space controlled by Earth’s 
magnetic field —transfer their energy to the oxygen and nitrogen atoms and molecules, making them 
“excited”.  

● As the gases return to their normal state, they emit photons, small bursts of energy in the form of light.  
● When a large number of electrons come from the magnetosphere to bombard the atmosphere, the oxygen 

and nitrogen can emit enough light for the eye to detect, giving us beautiful auroral displays.  
 
Where do they originate?  
They origin at altitudes of 100 to more than 400 km.  
 
Why do auroras come in different colors and shapes?  

● The color of the aurora depends on which gas — oxygen or nitrogen — is being excited by the 
electrons, and on how excited it becomes. The color also depends upon how fast the electrons are 
moving, or how much energy they have at the time of their collisions.  

● High energy electrons cause oxygen to emit green light (the most familiar color of the aurora), while 
low energy electrons cause a red light. Nitrogen generally gives off a blue light.  

● The blending of these colors can also lead to purples, pinks, and whites. The oxygen and nitrogen also 
emit ultraviolet light, which can be detected by special cameras on satellites.  

 
Effects:  

● Auroras affect communication lines, radio lines and power lines.  
● It should also be noted here that the Sun's energy, in the form of solar wind, is behind the whole 

process.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. What are auroras?  
2. Types?  
3. How are they formed?  
4. Effects.  

5. What are Solar flares?  
6. What is Coronal Mass Ejection (CME)?  
7. Influence of solar flares on aurora 

formation.  
 

Mains Link: Discuss the mechanism behind the formation of Auroras.  
 

 What is a heatwave?  
Context:  
A heatwave has gripped the Vidarbha and Marathwada regions of Maharashtra. This is the fourth heatwave in 
the last two months, and the second in April. In fact, on April 26, Vidarbha was the hottest region in the 
country.  
 
What is a heatwave?  

● A region is considered to be under the grip of a heatwave if the maximum temperature reaches at 
least 40 degrees Celsius or more in the plains and at least 30 degrees Celsius or more in hilly regions.  
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● When the maximum temperature departure ranges between 4.5 and 6 degrees, the India 
Meteorological Department (IMD) declares a heatwave.  

● A severe heatwave is declared when the recorded maximum temperature of a locality departure from 
normal is over 6.4 degrees Celsius.  

● Also, if an area records over 45 degrees and 47 degrees Celsius on any given day, then the IMD 
declares heatwave and severe heatwave conditions, respectively.  

 
Reasons:  
The lack of pre-monsoon showers has also led to an increase in the overall maximum temperature. 
Maharashtra recorded 63 per cent deficient rainfall from March 1 to April 26.  
 
Reasons why overall India is experiencing more heat waves are:  
1. Magnified effect of paved and concrete surfaces in urban areas and a lack of tree cover.  
2. Urban heat island effects can make ambient temperatures feel 3 to 4 degrees more than what they are.  
3. More heat waves were expected as globally temperatures had risen by an average 0.8 degrees in the past 

100 years. Night-time temperatures are rising too.  
4. Higher daily peak temperatures and longer, more intense heat waves are becoming increasingly frequent 

globally due to climate change.  
5. High intensity of UV rays in medium-high heat wave zones.  
6. Combination of exceptional heat stress and a predominantly rural population makes India vulnerable to 

heat waves.  
 
Way ahead for India- How should India deal with heat waves?  
1. Identifying heat hot-spots through appropriate tracking of meteorological data and promoting timely 

development and implementation of local Heat Action Plans with strategic inter-agency co-ordination, and 
a response which targets the most vulnerable groups.  

2. Review of existing occupational health standards, labour laws and sectoral regulations for worker safety in 
relation to climatic conditions.  

3. Policy intervention and coordination across three sectors health, water and power is necessary.  
4. Promotion of traditional adaptation practices, such as staying indoors and wearing comfortable clothes.  
5. Popularisation of simple design features such as shaded windows, underground water storage tanks and 

insulating housing materials.  
6. Advance implementation of local Heat Action Plans, plus effective inter-agency coordination is a vital 

response which the government can deploy in order to protect vulnerable groups.  
 
The most heatwave prone areas — known as the Core Heatwave Zone (CHZ) are:  
Rajasthan, Punjab, Haryana, Chandigarh, Delhi, West Madhya Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Orissa, 
Vidarbha in Maharashtra, parts of Gangetic West Bengal, Coastal Andhra Pradesh, and Telangana.  
 
Insta Curious: What are Marine Heatwaves? Reference: read this.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. When is a heat wave declared?  
2. Criteria?  
3. Difference between heatwave and super 

heatwave?  
4. What is IMD?  

 
Mains Link: Examine the adverse impacts caused 
by heat waves and how India should deal with it?  
 
Link:https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/
maharashtra-heatwave-explained-weathre-
forecast-monsoon-showers-7889277/lite/.  
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GENERAL STUDIES – 2 
 

Topics: Indian Constitution- historical underpinnings, evolution, features, amendments, 
significant provisions and basic structure; Comparison of the Indian constitutional scheme 
with that of other countries. 

 Imposition of Article 356: 
Context: 
Imposition of President’s rule in West Bengal is being demanded, following the gruesome incidents in Birbhum 
in which 10 people, including two children, were burnt alive.  
 
What is the President's Rule in the Indian context? 
Article 356 of the Constitution of India gives the President of India the power to suspend state government 
and impose President’s rule of any state in the country if “if he is satisfied that a situation has arisen in which 
the government of the state cannot be carried on in accordance with the provisions of the Constitution”. 
It is also known as ‘State Emergency’ or ‘Constitutional Emergency’. 
 
Implications: 
Upon the imposition of this rule, there would be no Council of Ministers. 

● The state will fall under the direct control of the Union government, and the Governor will continue to 
be head the proceedings, representing the President of India. 

 
Parliamentary Approval and Duration: 
● A proclamation imposing President’s Rule must be approved by both the Houses of Parliament within two 

months from the date of its issue. 
● The approval takes place through simple majority in either House, that is, a majority of the members of 

the House present and voting. 
● Initially valid for six months, the President’s Rule can be extended for a maximum period of three years 

with the approval of the Parliament, every six months. 
 
Report of the Governor: 
Under Article 356, President’s Rule is imposed if the President, upon receipt of the report from the Governor 
of the State or otherwise, is satisfied that a situation has arisen in which the government of the State cannot 
be carried on in accordance with the provisions of the Constitution. 
 
Revocation: 

● A proclamation of President’s Rule may be revoked by the President at any time by a subsequent 
proclamation. 

● Such a proclamation does not require parliamentary approval. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Imposition of President's Rule. 
2. Related Provisions. 
3. Report of Governor. 
4. Parliamentary approval and duration. 
5. Revocation. 

6. What happens to the State legislature 
Under President's Rule. 

 
Mains Link: 
What is the President's Rule? Why it is 
controversial? Discuss. 

 

 Fundamental duties must be enforced, says plea in Supreme Court:  
Context:  
The Attorney General for India KK Venugopal has objected to a writ petition which has been filed seeking 
directions to enforce fundamental duties and steps to sensitise the citizens about their duties.  
 
Background:  
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In February 2022, a petition was filed in the Supreme Court seeking the enforcement of Fundamental Duties 
under the Indian constitution through comprehensive and well-defined laws.  

● The petitioners argued that the need to enforce fundamental duties arises due to a new illegal trend of 
protest by protestors in the garb of freedom of speech and expression, by way of blocking of road and 
rail routes in order to compel the government to meet their demands.  

● This is also necessary to remind citizens that fundamental duties were as important as fundamental 
rights under the Constitution.  

 
Efforts by the Centre to create awareness about FDs:  

1. Tremendous amount of work has been done for the purpose of sensitising people, both citizens and 
the students, about Article 51A.  

2. The curriculum of the schools contains the entire 51A with duties to be taught to them, debates have 
been held throughout the country, etc.  

3. The leaders have addressed this aspect- the President, the Prime Minister- from time to time.  
4. One-year awareness drive has also been launched.  

 
Supreme Court’s judgment in the Ranganath Mishra case - 2003:  
The Court observed that fundamental duties should not only be enforced by legal sanctions but also by social 
sanctions. After all, rights and duties were co-relative.  
Directions were issued to the Centre to consider and take appropriate steps expeditiously for the 
implementation of the recommendations of Justice J. S. Verma Committee's report on the operationalisation 
of fundamental duties.  
 
Rationale behind the demand:  
● The petition referred to the Bhagwad Gita on the importance of duty. Lord Krishna guides Arjuna and 

educates him with the importance of duties in all spheres/ stages of one's life.  
● It also referred to the erstwhile Soviet Constitution where the rights and duties were placed in the same 

footing.  
● Fundamental duties instill a “profound sense of social responsibility towards the nation”. Hence, they have 

to be enforced.  
 
Impacts:  

● Enforcement of Fundamental Duties upholds and protects sovereignty, unity and integrity of India.  
● It also prepares citizens to defend the country and render national service when called upon to do so.  
● It seeks to disseminate a sense of nationalism and to promote the spirit of patriotism to uphold the 

unity of India after the emergence of China as a superpower.  
 
Fundamental Duties:  
Original constitution did not contain any 
provisions related to Fundamental Duties 
(FD).  
● This section was added through 42nd 

amendment act to the constitution of 
India based on the recommendations of 
Swaran Singh Committee. In 2002, 
another Fundamental duty was added to 
this list.  

● The idea of this section was borrowed 
from USSR constitution.  

● Japanese constitution is one of the other 
democratic nations which have a provision dealing with the duties of its citizens.  

● Fundamental duties like DPSP are non-justiciable.  
 
Criticism of FD:  

● They are made non-justiciable in nature.  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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● Important duties such as tax-paying, family planning etc are not covered.  
● Vague and ambiguous provisions which are difficult to be understood by a common man.  
● Superfluous provisions since they would generally be followed even if they were not included.  
● Inclusion as an appendage to the constitution reduces the value and intent behind FD.  

 
Insta Curious:  
FD apply only to citizens and DO NOT EXTEND TO FOREIGNERS. Which are the other rights applicable to only 
citizens of the country?  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Swaran Singh Committee.  
2. Important Fundamental Duties.  
3. Fundamental Rights vs Duties.  

4. Amendments to Fundamental Duties.  
 
Mains Link: Discuss the need for enforcement of 
Fundamental Duties.  

 

 Government lays down norms for quota in promotions:  
Context:  
The Department of Personnel and Training (DoPT) has asked all departments of the Central Government to 
collect the data on inadequacy of representation of Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes before 
implementing the policy of reservation in promotion in government offices.  
 
Specified conditions:  
The DoPT order has also specified conditions (Based on the Supreme Court verdict) to be met while 
implementing the policy of reservation in promotions.  
The conditions include: 

1. Collection of quantifiable data regarding inadequacy of representation of SCs and STs.  
2. Application of this data to each cadre separately.  
3. If a roster exists, the unit for operation of the roster would be the cadre or which the quantifiable data 

would have to be collected and applied in regard to the filling up of the vacancies in the roster.  
 
Reservations in promotions:  
 

1. Indra Sawhney Judgement (1992):  
In November 1992, in the Indra Sawhney Judgement, popularly known as Mandal Judgement, a nine-judge 
bench of the Supreme Court decided that Article 16(4) of the Constitution did not provide for reservation in 
promotions.  
 

2. 77th Amendment Act:  
To override the judgement and enable reservations in promotions, the Parliament, through the 77th 
Constitutional Amendment Act 1995, added a new clause in Article 16 i.e. Article 16(4A), making provision for 
reservation in promotions for SCs/STs.  
 

3. 85th Amendment Act:  
The 85th Constitutional Amendment Act, 2001 was brought in for also giving consequential seniority to SCs and 
STs in matters of reservation in promotion.  
 

4. M. Nagraj v/s Union of India Judgement (2006):  
The 77th and 85th Amendment in the Constitution were challenged by the General Category employees 
before a five-judge bench of the Supreme Court.  

● The Court clubbed all these petitions challenging these amendments and gave its verdict in the case of 
M. Nagraj v/s Union of India in 2006.  

● In its verdict, the Court validated Parliament’s decision to extend reservations for SCs/STs to include 
promotions (reservation in promotion).  

 
Conditions for Providing Reservation in Promotions:c 
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In the M. Nagraj Judgement, the Court laid down three conditions that the State must meet prior to granting a 
SC/ST a reservation in promotion.  

● First, the State must show the backwardness of the class.  
● Second, it must show that the class is inadequately represented in the position/service for which 

reservations in promotion will be granted.  
● Finally, it must show that the reservations would not affect the overall efficiency of administration.  

 
5. Jarnail Singh Judgement (2018):  

SC modified the Nagaraj judgement to the extent that State need not produce quantifiable data to prove the 
“backwardness” of SCs and STs before granting reservations.  
 

6. 2022 Judgement by the Supreme Court:  
In January 2022, the Supreme Court held that collection of data to determine the inadequacy of representation 
of Scheduled Castes/Scheduled Tribes in Government jobs is necessary to grant reservation in promotions.  

● The Court held that “cadre” and not class, group or the entire service as the unit for the purpose of 
collection of quantifiable data for giving promotion quotas.  

● However, the Court has left it to the States and Central Government to assess the inadequacy of 
representation of SCs/STs to promotional posts taking into account relevant factors.  

 
What is the significance of these norms?  
This move is likely to benefit Central Secretariat Service (CSS) officials who have not been promoted for the 
past six years. The CSS comprises middle to senior management rank officials in various Ministries.  
 
Insta Curious:  
Did you know that Articles 16 (4) and 16 (4-A) of the Constitution do not confer individuals with a fundamental 
right to claim reservation in promotion?  

● They only empowers the State to make a reservation in matters of appointment and promotion in 
favour of the Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes, only if in the opinion of the State they are not 
adequately represented in the services of the State.  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Article 335.  
2. Article 16(4).  
3. Right to equality.  
4. M. Nagaraj case.  

Mains Link: Discuss the need for reservation in 
promotions.  
 
Link:https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/go
vernment-lays-down-norms-for-quota-in-
promotions/article65317862.ece/amp/.  

 

 Anti-defection law:  
Context:  
Vice President Venkaiah Naidu recently said it is time for amending the anti-defection law to plug the 
loopholes.  
 
Challenges:  

● Despite a law in place, defection of legislators from one party to another is taking place as usual.  
● The speakers, chairpersons and the courts are also dragging the anti-defection cases for years.  
● There is no clarity in the law about the timeframe for the action of the House Chairperson or Speaker in 

the anti-defection cases.  
 
What is anti defection law?  
It is covered under the Tenth Schedule of the Indian Constitution:  

● It specifies the circumstances under which changing of political parties by legislators invites action 
under the law.  

● It was added to the Constitution by the 52nd Amendment Act, 1985.  
● It includes situations in which an independent MLA, too, joins a party after the election.  
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The law covers the following scenarios with respect to shifting of political parties by an MP or an MLA. These 
include:  

1. When a member elected on the ticket of a political party “voluntarily gives up” membership of such a 
party or votes in the House against the wishes of the party.  

2. When a legislator who has won his or her seat as an independent candidate joins a political party after 
the election.  

In the above two cases, the legislator loses the seat in the legislature on changing (or joining) a party.  
3. Relates to nominated MPs: In their case, the law gives them six months to join a political party, after 

being nominated. If they join a party after such time, they stand to lose their seat in the House.  
 
Matters related to disqualification:  

● Under the anti-defection law, the power to decide the disqualification of an MP or MLA rests with the 
presiding officer of the legislature.  

● The law does not specify a time frame in which such a decision has to be made.  
● Last year, the Supreme Court observed that anti-defection cases should be decided by Speakers in 

three months’ time.  
 
However, Legislators may change their party without the risk of disqualification in certain circumstances. 
Exceptions:  

1. The law allows a party to merge with or into another party provided that at least two-thirds of its 
legislators are in favour of the merger.  

2. On being elected as the presiding officer of the House, if a member voluntarily gives up the 
membership of his party or rejoins it after he ceases to hold that office, he won’t be disqualified.  

 
Loopholes in the law:  

● Those against say that voters elect individuals in the election and not parties and hence the Anti-
Defection law is infructuous.  

● In many instances, the Speaker (usually from the ruling party) has delayed deciding on the 
disqualification.  

● The amendment does not recognise a ‘split’ in a legislature party and instead recognises a ‘merger’.  
 
Can the courts intervene?  
Courts have, in certain cases, intervened in the workings of a legislature.  

1. In 1992, a five-judge constitutional bench of the Supreme Court held that the anti-defection law 
proceedings before the Speaker are akin to a tribunal and, thus, can be placed under judicial review.  

2. In January 2020, the Supreme Court asked Parliament to amend the Constitution to strip legislative 
assembly speakers of their exclusive power to decide whether legislators should be disqualified or not 
under the anti-defection law.  

3. In March 2020, the Supreme Court removed Manipur minister Thounaojam Shyamkumar Singh, against 
whom disqualification petitions were pending before the speaker since 2017, from the state cabinet 
and restrained him “from entering the legislative assembly till further orders”.  

 
Suggestions:  

1. The Election Commission has suggested it should be the deciding authority in defection cases.  
2. Others have argued that the President and Governors should hear defection petitions.  
3. The Supreme Court has suggested that Parliament should set up an independent tribunal headed by a 

retired judge of the higher judiciary to decide defection cases swiftly and impartially.  
4. Some commentators have said the law has failed and recommended its removal. Former Vice President 

Hamid Ansari has suggested that it applies only to save governments in no-confidence motions.  
 
Insta Curious: Did you know that the initial attempts at creating the anti-defection law (1969, 1973) did not 
cover independent legislators joining political parties? Then, when were they included under the law? Have a 
brief overview about it here.  
 
InstaLinks:  Prelims Link:  
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1. Names of various committees and 
commissions with regard to Anti Defection 
law. 

2. Committees vs Commissions. 
3. Decision of presiding officer vs Judicial 

review. 
4. Merger vs Split of political parties. 

5. Is anti- defection law applicable to the 
presiding officer? 

6. Relevant Supreme Court cases and verdicts. 
 
Mains Link: Examine the provisions of Anti- 
defection law. Has this law largely failed to meet its 
objective? Discuss.  

 

 PIL against the lifetime status of ‘Cabinet minister’ to Goa’s Pratapsingh 
Rane:  

Context:  
The BJP govt had honoured the veteran Congress leader - Pratapsingh Rane - for his 50 
years as MLA by providing the “lifetime status of the rank of Cabinet minister”.  
● Pratapsingh Rane is a six-time Chief Minister of Goa and a legislator for a full 50 

years.  
 
What's the issue now?  
A case in the HC now says this move violated the 91st Amendment.  
Goa has a 12-member Cabinet, and the conferment of Cabinet status on Rane results in the number of Cabinet 
ranks rising to 13, which exceeds the ceiling mandated by the Constitution. There are 40 seats in the 
unicameral Goa Assembly.  
● The Constitution (91st Amendment) Act, 2003 inserted clause 1A in Article 164, which says “the total 

number of Ministers, including the Chief Minister, in the Council of Ministers in a State shall not exceed 
fifteen per cent of the total number of members of the Legislative Assembly of that State provided that 
the number of Ministers, including the Chief Minister in a State shall not be less than twelve”.  

 
Insta Curious:  
What is an “office of profit”? Reference: read this.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Status of Cabinet Minister.  
2. 91st Constitutional Amendment Act.  

3. Strength of the cabinet - Assembly and 
Parliament.  

 
Mains Link: Discuss the significance of 91st 
Constitutional Amendment Act.  

 

 Basic structure and the Kesavananda Bharati case:  
Context: Exactly forty nine ago, on April 24, 1973, Chief Justice Sikri and 12 judges of the Supreme Court 
assembled to deliver the most important judgment in its history. The case of Kesavananda Bharati v State of 
Kerala had been heard for 68 days, the arguments commencing on October 31, 1972, and ending on March 23, 
1973.  

● By a 7-6 verdict, a 13-judge Constitution Bench ruled that the ‘basic structure’ of the Constitution is 
inviolable, and could not be amended by Parliament.  

● The basic structure doctrine has since been regarded as a tenet of Indian constitutional law.  
 
Background of the case:  
All this effort was to answer just one main question: was the power of Parliament to amend the Constitution 
unlimited? In other words, could Parliament alter, amend, abrogate any part of the Constitution even to the 
extent of taking away all fundamental rights?  

● In the early 1970s, the government of then Prime Minister Indira Gandhi had enacted major 
amendments to the Constitution (the 24th, 25th, 26th and 29th) to get over the judgments of the 
Supreme Court in RC Cooper (1970), Madhavrao Scindia (1970) and the earlier mentioned Golaknath.  

● In RC Cooper, the court had struck down Indira Gandhi’s bank nationalisation policy, and in 
Madhavrao Scindia it had annulled the abolition of privy purses of former rulers.  
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● All the four amendments, as well as the Golaknath judgment, came under challenge in the 
Kesavananda Bharati case– where relief was sought by the religious figure Swami Kesavananda Bharati 
against the Kerala government vis-à-vis two state land reform laws.  

 
What constitutes the basic structure? 
The Constitutional Bench ruled by a 7-6 verdict that Parliament should be restrained from altering the ‘basic 
structure’ of the Constitution.  
The court held that under Article 368, which provides Parliament amending powers, something must remain 
of the original Constitution that the new amendment would change.  
The court did not define the ‘basic structure’, and only listed a few principles — federalism, secularism, 
democracy — as being its part. Since then, the court has been adding new features to this concept.  
 
‘Basic structure’ since Kesavananda:  
The ‘basic structure’ doctrine has since been interpreted to include the supremacy of the Constitution, the 
rule of law, Independence of the judiciary, doctrine of separation of powers, federalism, secularism, 
sovereign democratic republic, the parliamentary system of government, the principle of free and fair 
elections, welfare state, etc.  
 
What do critics say?  
Critics of the doctrine have called it undemocratic, since unelected judges can strike down a constitutional 
amendment. 
At the same time, its proponents have hailed the concept as a safety valve against majoritarianism and 
authoritarianism.  
 
Outcomes and implications of the judgment:  
If the majority of the Supreme Court had held that Parliament could alter any part of the Constitution, India 
would most certainly have degenerated into a totalitarian State or had one-party rule.  
At any rate, the Constitution would have lost its supremacy.  

● The 39th Amendment prohibited any challenge to the election of the President, Vice-President, 
Speaker and Prime Minister, irrespective of the electoral malpractice. This was a clear attempt to 
nullify the adverse Allahabad High Court ruling against Indira Gandhi.  

● The 41st Amendment prohibited any case, civil or criminal, being filed against the President, Vice-
President, Prime Minister or the Governors, not only during their term of office but forever. Thus, if a 
person was a governor for just one day, he acquired immunity from any legal proceedings for life.  

If Parliament were indeed supreme, these shocking amendments would have become part of the Constitution.  
 
Insta Links:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Constitutional amendments under Article 
368 and other constitutional amendments. 

2. Types of amendments. 
3. Key changes introduced by CAA 25, 26, 39 

and 41. 

4. Different benches of the Supreme Court. 
5. Definition and ambit of basic structure. 
6. FRs vs DPSPs. 

 
Mains Link: Discuss the significance of Supreme 
Court’s verdict in Kesavanand Bharati case 
judgment. 

 

 Uniform Civil Code:  
Context:  
The All India Muslim Personal Law Board (AIMPLB) has yet again taken strong objections to the Uniform Civil 
Code (UCC), stating that it is unconstitutional, anti-minority and unacceptable to Muslims.  

● It also stressed that the UCC issue is being raised to divert attention from real issues and promote an 
agenda of hatred and discrimination.  

 
What is the uniform civil code?  
A generic set of governing laws for every citizen without taking into consideration the religion. 
 
What the constitution says?  
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Article 44 of the Constitution says that there should be a Uniform Civil Code. According to this article, “The 
State shall endeavor to secure for the citizens a uniform civil code throughout the territory of India”. Since the 
Directive Principles are only guidelines, it is not mandatory to use them. 
 
India needs a Uniform Civil Code for the following reasons:  
● A secular republic needs a common law for all citizens rather than differentiated rules based on religious 

practices.  
● Gender justice: The rights of women are usually limited under religious law, be it Hindu or Muslim. Many 

practices governed by religious tradition are at odds with the fundamental rights guaranteed in the Indian 
Constitution. 

● Courts have also often said in their judgements that the government should move towards a uniform civil 
code including the judgement in the Shah Bano case.  

 
Does India not already have a uniform code in civil matters?  
Indian laws do follow a uniform code in most civil matters – Indian Contract Act, Civil Procedure Code, Sale of 
Goods Act, Transfer of Property Act, Partnership Act, Evidence Act etc. States, however, have made hundreds 
of amendments and therefore in certain matters, there is diversity even under these secular civil laws.  
 
Why is UCC not desirable at this point?  

● Secularism cannot contradict the plurality prevalent in the country.  
● Cultural diversity cannot be compromised to the extent that our urge for uniformity itself becomes a 

reason for threat to the territorial integrity of the nation.  
 
Constitutional Hurdle:  
Article 25 of Indian constitution, that seeks to preserve the freedom to practise and propagate any religion gets 
into conflict with the concepts of equality enshrined under Article 14 of Indian Constitution.  
 
Insta Curious:  
Did you know that Goa has a Uniform Civil Code?  
● Goa’s Portuguese Civil Code, 1867 is basically an alien code given by the Portuguese.  
● Goa’s Civil Code has four parts, dealing with civil capacity, acquisition of rights, right to property, and the 

breach of rights and remedies.  
● It begins in the name of God and Dom Luis, King of Portugal and Algarves.  
● The Code has survived by virtue of Section 5(1) of the Goa, Daman and Diu Administration Act, 1962 that 

permitted its continuance.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About UCC.  
2. What are DPSPs?  
3. Enforcement of DPSPs.  

4. Shah Bano case is related to?  
 
Mains Link:  
Discuss why is UCC not desirable for India at this 
point?  

 

Topics: Functions and responsibilities of the Union and the States, issues and challenges 
pertaining to the federal structure, devolution of powers and finances up to local levels and 
challenges therein. 

 Sutlej Yamuna Link (SYL) Canal: 
Context: 
The Haryana Assembly has passed a resolution seeking completion of the SYL Canal.  
● The canal, once completed, will enable sharing of the waters of the rivers Ravi and Beas between the two 

states.  
 
Punjab’s demands: 
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As per a state government study, many areas in Punjab may go dry after 2029. The state has already over-
exploited its groundwater for irrigation purposes as it fills granaries of the Centre by growing wheat and paddy 
worth Rs 70,000 crore every year. As per reports, water in about 79% of the state’s area is over-exploited.  

● In such a situation, the government says sharing water with any other state is impossible.  
 
What is the Sutlej Yamuna Link (SYL) Canal, and the controversy over it? 
Historical background: 

1. The creation of Haryana from the old (undivided) Punjab in 1966 threw up the problem of giving 
Haryana its share of river waters. 

2. Punjab was opposed to sharing waters of the Ravi and Beas with Haryana, citing riparian principles, 
and arguing that it had no water to spare. 

3. However, Centre, in 1976, issued a notification allocating to Haryana 3.5 million acre feet (MAF) out 
of undivided Punjab’s 7.2 MAF.  

4. In a reassessment in 1981, the water flowing down Beas and Ravi was estimated at 17.17 MAF, of 
which 4.22 MAF was allocated to Punjab, 3.5 MAF to Haryana, and 8.6 MAF to Rajasthan.  

5. The Eradi Tribunal headed by Supreme Court Judge V Balakrishna Eradi was set up to reassess 
availability and sharing of water. The Tribunal, in 1987, recommended an increase in the shares of 
Punjab and Haryana to 5 MAF and 3.83 MAF, respectively. 

 
The canal: 
To enable Haryana to use its share of the waters 
of the Sutlej and its tributary Beas, a canal 
linking the Sutlej with the Yamuna, cutting 
across the state, was planned. 
A tripartite agreement was also negotiated 
between Punjab, Haryana, and Rajasthan in this 
regard.  
● The Satluj Yamuna Link Canal is a proposed 

214-kilometer long canal to connect the 
Sutlej and Yamuna rivers. However, the 
proposal met obstacles and was referred to 
the Supreme Court. 

 
What is Haryana’s demand? 
Haryana has been seeking the completion of the 
SYL canal to get its share of 3.5 million acre-feet 
of river waters. It has maintained that Punjab 
should comply with the 2002 and 2004 Supreme 
Court orders in this regard. Haryana is getting 
1.62 million acre-feet of the Ravi-Beas waters.  
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Overview of SYL canal. 
2. Sutlej and Yamuna- tributaries and basins. 

3. Water under 7th schedule. 
4. Overview of Article 262 of the Constitution. 
5. Interstate River Water Disputes Act, 1956- 

Key provisions. 
 
Mains Link: It is said that water sharing awards and agreements such as the Sutlej–Yamuna Link between 
Punjab and Haryana are generally politically-induced, and therefore, remain unimplemented. Do you think 
sharing of river water should be based on the emerging ground realities, especially geographical factors? 
 
Link: https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/the-punjab-haryana-dispute-over-rivers-waters-and-syl-
canal-7854049/lite/.  
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Topics: Separation of powers between various organs dispute redressal mechanisms and 
institutions. 

 Death penalty:  
Context:  
Examining issues raised in a specific case, the Supreme Court has suo motu opened a review of the process by 
which courts award the death penalty.  
 
What's the issue?  
While hearing death sentence appeals since September 2021, the Supreme Court has repeatedly expressed 
concern over the manner in which trial courts and High Courts have carried out sentencing with very little 
(relevant) information.  
 
Recent Observations made by the Supreme Court:  
Taking a cue from the Bachan Singh verdict, justice Lalit, in a series of death sentences cases, in March 2022, 
held that “complete assistance” to the court in such matters would necessitate the production of not just the 
evidence in the case but also the latest state of the mental health of the prisoner.  
 
Supreme Court’s verdict in Bachan Singh vs State of Punjab (1980):  
This verdict established the doctrine of “rarest of rare” crime in handing down capital punishment while 
mandating a comparative analysis of aggravating and mitigating circumstances in connection to the accused.  

● The judgment laid down that a court must scrutinise both the crime as well as the criminal, and then 
decide whether death penalty is the only suitable punishment in the facts of the case.  

● Emphasis is to be also laid on the aggravating and mitigating factors which are dependent upon the 
facts and circumstances of the case.  

 
Machi Singh vs State of Punjab (1983):  
In this case, the Supreme Court elucidated the doctrine of “rarest of rare” and set down some guiding 
principles in the death sentences cases.  

● The aggravating circumstances included the manner in which the crime was committed, motive for 
committing the crime, severity of the crime, and the victim of the crime.  

● The mitigating circumstances consisted of the possibility of reformation and rehabilitation of an 
accused, his mental health and his antecedents.  

 
Suggestions on the applicability and imposition of death Penalty in its recent judgment:  
● Trial judges should not be swayed in favour of death penalty merely because of the dreadful nature of the 

crime and its harmful impact on the society. They should equally consider the mitigating factors in favour 
of life imprisonment.  

● The judgment referred to the evolution of the principles of penology. Though capital punishment serves 
as a deterrent and a "response to the society’s call for appropriate punishment in appropriate cases", the 
principles of penology have "evolved to balance the other obligations of the society, i.e., of preserving the 
human life, be it of accused, unless termination thereof is inevitable and is to serve the other societal 
causes and collective conscience of society".  

 
What has the Court said on prolonging death sentences and reviewing petitions?  
● In 2014, the Supreme Court ruled that unexplained delay in execution was a ground for commutation of 

death penalty, and an inmate, his or her kin, or even a public-spirited citizen, could file a writ petition 
seeking such commutation.  

● It held that prolonging execution of death sentences has a “dehumanising effect” on condemned 
prisoners who have to face the agony of waiting for years under the shadow of death during the pendency 
of their mercy plea. An inordinate delay would certainly have an agonising effects on their body and 
mind.  

● In the same year, a Constitution bench also held that a review petition by a death-row convict will be 
heard by a three-judge bench in open court. Such cases were earlier being considered by two-judge 
benches in the judges’ chamber without any oral arguments.  
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Challenges ahead:  

● The enormity of the task before the Supreme Court is captured by the fact that trial courts in India have 
already sentenced more than 50 people to death in 2022 and often in violation of procedural and 
substantive laws.  

● It is not going to be easy for the Supreme Court to bring about a balance of fairness and consistency in 
death penalty sentencing across courts in India but the fact that the court has chosen to address it 
head-on is certainly noteworthy and worthy of our appreciation.  

 
Insta Curious:  
What is collective conscience?  
Collective consciousness (sometimes collective conscience or conscious) is a fundamental sociological concept 
that refers to the set of shared beliefs, ideas, attitudes, and knowledge that are common to a social group or 
society.  
 
Evolution of collective conscience:  
‘Collective conscience of society’ as a ground to justify death penalty was first used by the Supreme Court in 
the 1983 judgment of Machhi Singh v. State of Punjab. In that case, the court held that when “collective 
conscience of society is shocked, it will expect the holders of the judicial power centre to inflict death penalty”.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Various benches of the Supreme Court.  
2. Law commission- composition, objectives 

and functions.  
3. Appeals against capital punishment.  

4. President’s pardoning powers.  
5. Relevant Supreme Court judgements.  

 
Mains Link: What is Collective conscience? How 
does it influence the judgments of courts? Discuss.  

 

 Simplification of child adoption process in India:  
Context:  
The Supreme Court has agreed to hear a plea that seeks to simplify the legal process involved in child 
adoption.  
 
Need for:  
The present adoption procedure is complex. As a result merely 4,000 adoptions happen on a yearly basis in our 
country.  
● The ChildLine portal of the Government states that “UNICEF estimates that there are 25 million 

orphaned children in India in 2007” and, “Another study estimates that there are about 44 million 
destitute children and over 12 million orphan and abandoned children in India”.  

● There is also an anomaly on the legislature front as adoption is being governed by the Hindu Adoption and 
Maintenance Act of 1956 which has a nodal ministry as the Ministry of Law and Justice while the aspects 
of Orphans are dealt with by the Ministry of Women and Child Development.  

● There are also concerns and loopholes wrt inter-country adoptions.  
 
Adoption in India: 
In India, an Indian citizen or a non-resident Indian (NRI) can adopt a child under the Hindu Adoption and 
Maintenance Act of 1956 and the Guardian and Wards Act of 1890. 
 
Eligibility criteria for prospective adoptive parents: 
1. The prospective adoptive parents shall be physically, mentally and emotionally stable, financially capable 

and shall not have any life threatening medical condition. 
2. Any prospective adoptive parents, irrespective of his marital status and whether or not he has biological 

son or daughter, can adopt a child subject to following, namely:- 
a) the consent of both the spouses for the adoption shall be required, in case of a married couple; 
b) a single female can adopt a child of any gender; 
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c) a single male shall not be eligible to adopt a girl child; 
3. No child shall be given in adoption to a couple unless they have at least two years of stable marital 

relationship. 
4. The minimum age difference between the child and either of the prospective adoptive parents shall not be 

less than twenty-five years. 
5. The age criteria for prospective adoptive parents shall not be applicable in case of relative adoptions and 

adoption by step-parent. 
6. Couples with three or more children shall not be considered for adoption except in case of special need 

children.  
 
What is the procedure to be followed with children who have been orphaned?  

1. If someone has information about a child in need of care, then they must contact one of the four 
agencies: Childline 1098, or the district Child Welfare Committee (CWC), District Child Protection 
Officer (DCPO) or the helpline of the State Commission for Protection of Child Rights.  

2. Following this, the CWC will assess the child and place him or her in the immediate care of a Specialised 
Adoption Agency.  

3. When there is a child without a family, the State becomes the guardian.  
 
About CARA: 
● Central Adoption Resource Authority (CARA) is a statutory body of Ministry of Women & Child 

Development, Government of India. 
● It functions as the nodal body for adoption of Indian children and is mandated to monitor and regulate 

in-country and inter-country adoptions. 
● CARA is designated as the Central Authority to deal with inter-country adoptions in accordance with the 

provisions of the Hague Convention on Inter-country Adoption, 1993, ratified by Government of India in 
2003. 

● CARA primarily deals with adoption of orphan, abandoned and surrendered children through its associated 
/recognised adoption agencies. 

● CARA is also mandated to frame regulations on adoption-related matters from time to time as per 
Section 68 of the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2015. 

 
Insta Curious: Did you know about the Eligibility criteria for prospective adoptive parents? Read here,  
 
Insta Link:  
Prelims Link:  

1. What is Hague convention?  
2. Eligibility criteria for prospective adoptive 

parents in India. 
3. Overview of JJ Act.  
4. About CARA.  

5. Registration of Childcare institutions as per 
the Act.  

6. Latest amendments proposed.  
7. About NCPCR.  

 
Mains Link: How is child adoption regulated in 
India? What are the reforms necessary to further 
simplify the process.  

 

 Inter-State River Water Disputes Act, 1956:  
Context:  
The Telangana Government has requested the Ministry of Jal Shakti (MoJS) one more time to refer its 
complaint made under Section 3 of the Inter State River Water Disputes Act, 1956, to the existing Krishna 
Water Disputes Tribunal-II or Brijesh Kumar Tribunal immediately to finalise the fair and equitable share of 
Telangana in Krishna waters.  
 
About Krishna River Water Dispute:  
Read this.  
 
Inter-state water dispute:  
Art 262 provides for the adjudication of inter-state water disputes. It has two following provisions:  
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1. Parliament may by law provide for the adjudication of any dispute or complaint with respect to the 
use, distribution and control of waters of any inter-state river and river valley.  

2. Parliament may also provide that neither the Supreme Court nor any other court is to exercise 
jurisdiction in respect of any such dispute or complaint.  

Under the provisions of the act, the central government has enacted, River boards act (1956) and Inter-state 
water disputes act (1956).  

1. The river board act provides for the establishment of river boards for the regulation and development 
of the Inter-state River and river valleys. Such a river board is established on the request of the state 
governments concerned.  

2. The inter-state water dispute act empowers the central government to set up an ad hoc tribunal for 
the adjudication of a dispute between the two or more states in relation to the water of an inter-state 
river. The decision of the tribunal would be final and binding. Furthermore, the act bars the SC and any 
other court to have jurisdiction in this matter.  

 
Issues surrounding the interstate Water Dispute Act, 1956:  
The Inter State Water Dispute Act, 1956 which provides the legal framework to address such disputes suffers 
from many drawbacks as it does not fix any time limit for resolving river water disputes.  
Delays are on account of no time limit for adjudication by a Tribunal, no upper age limit for the Chairman or 
the Members, work getting stalled due to occurrence of any vacancy and no time limit for publishing the report 
of the Tribunal.  
The River Boards Act 1956, which is supposed to facilitate inter-state collaboration over water resource 
development, remained a ‘dead letter’ since its enactment.  
Surface water is controlled by Central Water Commission (CWC) and ground water by Central Ground Water 
Board of India (CGWB). Both bodies work independently and there is no common forum for common 
discussion with state governments on water management.  
 
Insta Curious:  
Do you know about the Provisions related to interstate river water disputes?  

● Entry 17 of State List deals with water i.e. water supply, irrigation, canal, drainage, embankments, 
water storage and water power.  

● Entry 56 of Union List empowers the Union Government for the regulation and development of inter-
state rivers and river valleys to the extent declared by Parliament to be expedient in the public interest.  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Tributaries of Krishna.  
2. Tributaries of Godavari.  
3. East vs West flowing rivers of India.  
4. Interstate river water disputes- key 

provisions.  

5. Krishna and Godavari River Management 
Boards- formation, functions and orders.  

 
Link:https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehin
du.com/news/national/telangana/ts-writes-to-
mojs-to-refer-its-section-3-plea-to-kwdt-
ii/article65303403.ece/amp/.  

 

 How Election Commission decides on party symbols?  
Context:  
Delhi High Court has dismissed public interest litigation, seeking the removal of election symbols from ballot 
papers for the municipal elections in the city.  
 
What's the issue?  

● The petitioner contended that the objective behind the municipal elections is “local self-governance” 
which is “taken away” by the appearance of election symbols of political parties on ballot papers.  

● The plea argued that a candidate with an existing symbol of a recognised political party gets an unfair 
advantage over a candidate with an unknown symbol.  

 
Firstly, how are symbols allotted to political parties?  
As per the guidelines, to get a symbol allotted: 
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1. A party/candidate has to provide a list of three symbols from the EC’s free symbols list at the time of filing 
nomination papers.  

2. Among them, one symbol is allotted to the party/candidate on a first-come-first-serve basis.  
3. When a recognised political party splits, the Election Commission takes the decision on assigning the 

symbol.  
 
Powers of Election Commission: 
The Election Symbols (Reservation and Allotment) Order, 1968 empowers the EC to recognise political parties 
and allot symbols.  

● Under Paragraph 15 of the Order, it can decide disputes among rival groups or sections of a recognised 
political party staking claim to its name and symbol.  

● The EC is also the only authority to decide issues on a dispute or a merger. The Supreme Court upheld 
its validity in Sadiq Ali and another vs. ECI in 1971.  

 
How many types of symbols are there? 
As per the Election Symbols (Reservation and Allotment) (Amendment) Order, 2017, party symbols are either:  

1. Reserved: Eight national parties and 64 state parties across the country have “reserved” symbols.  
2. Free: The Election Commission also has a pool of nearly 200 “free” symbols that are allotted to the 

thousands of unrecognised regional parties that pop up before elections.  
 
What are the Election Commission’s powers in a dispute over the election symbol when a party splits?  
On the question of a split in a political party outside the legislature, Para 15 of the Symbols Order, 1968, 
states: “When the Commission is satisfied that there are rival sections or groups of a recognised political party 
each of whom claims to be that party the Commission may decide that one such rival section or group or none 
of such rival sections or groups is that recognised political party and the decision of the Commission shall be 
binding on all such rival sections or groups.”  

● This applies to disputes in recognised national and state parties (like the LJP, in this case). For splits in 
registered but unrecognised parties, the EC usually advises the warring factions to resolve their 
differences internally or to approach the court.  

Please note that before 1968, the EC issued notifications and executive orders under the Conduct of Election 
Rules, 1961.  
 
Insta Curious: Do you know the differences between a recognised National Political Party and a State Political 
Party? Reference: read this.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Recognition of political parties. 
2. What are state parties and national 

parties? 
3. Benefits for recognized parties. 
4. Who assigns party symbols? What are the 

types? 

5. Who decides on issues related to merger of 
political parties? 

6. Article 226 is related to? 
 
Mains Link: Discuss how are symbols allotted to 
political parties? 

 

 Governor’s powers to appoint VCs of state universities:  
Context:  
Tamil Nadu has passed two Bills proposing to take away the Governor’s powers to appoint VCs of state 
universities.  
 
Highlights of the Bill:  

● The Bills stress that “every appointment of the Vice-Chancellor shall be made by the Government 
from out of a panel of three names” recommended by a search-cum-selection committee.  

● Removal: The Bills also seek to empower the state government to have the final word on the removal 
of VCs, if needed.  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/04/11/rstv-in-depth-recognition-of-national-parties/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2021/09/22/recognition-derecognition-of-political-parties/


 

www.insightsonindia.com       36  InsightsIAS 

● Procedure: Removal will be carried out based on inquiries by a retired High Court judge or a bureaucrat 
who has served at least as a Chief Secretary.  

 
Reasons behind the enactment of these legislations:  
Chief Minister MK Stalin said the Bills were required as the Governor was disregarding the state government’s 
opinion on the appointments of VCs.  
The elected governments have repeatedly accused the Governors of acting at the behest of the Centre on 
various subjects, including education.  
 
Which other states have enacted such similar legislations?  
Maharashtra and West Bengal.  

● Kerala and Odisha have also tried to bring appointments to state universities under its control.  
 
What is the UGC’s role in this?  

● Education comes under the Concurrent List, but entry 66 of the Union List gives the Centre substantial 
authority over higher education.  

● Here, the University Grants Commission (UGC) plays standard-setting role, even in the case of 
appointments in universities and colleges.  

According to the UGC Regulations, 2018, “Visitor/Chancellor” — mostly the Governor in states — shall appoint 
the VC out of the panel of names recommended by search-cum-selection committees.  

● Higher educational institutions, particularly those that get UGC funds, are mandated to follow its 
regulations.  

 
Observations made by the Supreme Court:  
The Supreme Court, in March 2022, quashed the appointment of Shirish Kulkarni as the Vice-Chancellor of 
Sardar Patel University in Gujarat.  
 
Judgment:  

● Any appointment as a Vice Chancellor contrary to the provisions of the UGC Regulations can be said to 
be in violation of the statutory provisions, warranting a writ of quo warranto”.  

● Every subordinate legislation of the UGC flows from the parent UGC Act, 1956. Therefore, being a 
subordinate legislation, UGC Regulations become part of the Act.  

● In case of any conflict between state legislation and central legislation, central legislation shall prevail 
by applying the rule/principle of repugnancy as enunciated in Article 254 of the Constitution as the 
subject ‘education’ is in the Concurrent List of the Seventh Schedule of the Constitution.  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. UGC.  
2. VC of Universities.  

3. Their appointment.  
4. Removal.  
5. Role of Governors.  

 

Topics: Parliament and State Legislatures – structure, functioning, conduct of business, 
powers & privileges and issues arising out of these. 

 What is MPLAD Scheme?  
Context:  
With the Covid-19 pandemic leading to the suspension of the release of funds under MPLADS and impacting 
projects, the Parliamentary Committee on Estimates has asked the government to release Rs five crore meant 
for 2023-24 in this fiscal itself so as to complete unfinished projects.  
 
Background:  
Though the Member of Parliament Local Area Development (MPLAD) scheme was suspended for two years 
(2020-21 and 2021-22), it was restored for the remaining part of 2021-22 with the release of Rs 2 crore for 
each MP in one instalment.  
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Need for:  
There were certain sanctioned projects which have been completed or are at the stage of completion but due 
to the non-release of previous instalments, projects are “unfortunately” being “abandoned mid-way”.   

● To overcome this, the government should make appropriate arrangements to release pending 
installments of previous years in order to clear the committed liabilities under MPLAD scheme and to 
help people derive benefits from erstwhile dead/abandoned projects under MPLADS.  

 
About MPLAD scheme:  

● Launched in December, 1993.  
● Seeks to provide a mechanism for the Members of Parliament to recommend works of developmental 

nature for creation of durable community assets and for provision of basic facilities including 
community infrastructure, based on locally felt needs.  

● The MPLADS is a Plan Scheme fully funded by Government of India.  
● The annual MPLADS fund entitlement per MP constituency is Rs. 5 crore.  

 
Special focus: 

● MPs are to recommend every year, works costing at least 15 per cent of the MPLADS entitlement for 
the year for areas inhabited by Scheduled Caste population and 7.5 per cent for areas inhabited by S.T. 
population.  

 
Release of Funds: 
● Funds are released in the form of grants in-aid directly to 

the district authorities.  
● The funds released under the scheme are non-lapsable.  
● The liability of funds not released in a particular year is 

carried forward to the subsequent years, subject to 
eligibility.  

● The MPs have a recommendatory role under the scheme.  
● The district authority is empowered to examine the 

eligibility of works, sanction funds and select the 
implementing agencies, prioritise works, supervise overall execution, and monitor the scheme at the 
ground level.  

● At least 10% of the projects under implementation in the district are to be inspected every year by the 
district authority.  

 
Recommendation of works: 

● The Lok Sabha Members can recommend works in their respective constituencies.  
● The elected members of the Rajya Sabha can recommend works anywhere in the state from which 

they are elected.  
● Nominated members of the Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha may select works for implementation 

anywhere in the country.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. How is MPLADS connected to Sansad 
Adarsh Gram Yojana? 

2. Where can nominated MPs recommend 
their works? 

3. Is there any special focus on SC and ST 
Welfare? 

4. Difference between grants and loans? 
5. Implementing agencies. 

 
Mains Link: Critically examine whether MPLADS 
has helped in bridging the gaps in provisioning of 
public services?  

 

 Raising legal age of marriage for women:  
Context:  
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The Parliamentary Standing Committee tasked to study the Prohibition of Child Marriage (Amendment) Bill 
2021, which proposes to raise the age of marriage for women to 21 from 18 years, met recently.  

● The Standing Committee was assigned the task of studying the Bill in January 2022 and granted three 
months to do so but it was granted a three-month extension till June 2022.  

● The Bill has attracted criticism from the civil society.  
 
Rationale behind the legislation:  
The age of marriage should be uniformly applicable to all 
religions, caste, creed, overriding any custom or law that 
seeks to discriminate against women.  
 
The Bill would amend:  

1. The Indian Christian Marriage Act, 1972.  
2. The Parsi Marriage and Divorce Act, 1936.  
3. The Muslim Personal Law (Shariat) Application 

Act, 1937.  
4. The Special Marriage Act, 1954.  
5. The Hindu Marriage Act, 1955.  
6. The Foreign Marriage Act, 1956.  

 
Task force:  
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman in her Budget speech last year proposed a panel on the “age of a girl 
entering motherhood” to lower maternal mortality rates and improve nutrition levels. 

● But when the decision to appoint a task force was announced, its terms of reference included 
examining “the correlation of age of marriage and motherhood” with health and nutritional status of 
mothers and infants.  

 
Important recommendations:  

● The age of marriage should be increased to 21 years.  
● The government should look into increasing access to schools and colleges for girls, including their 

transportation to these institutes from far-flung areas.  
● Skill and business training has also been recommended, as has sex education in schools.  
● These deliveries must come first, as, unless they are implemented and women are empowered, the law 

will not be as effective.  
 
Criticism: 
● Women’s rights activists have opposed the suggestion and have cited evidence to show that such a move 

may be used to incarcerate young adults marrying without parents’ consent.  
● Also, this move would lead to criminalisation of a large number of marriages that will take place once the 

law comes into effect.  
 
What the law says? 
Currently, the law prescribes that the minimum age of marriage is 21 and 18 years for men and women, 
respectively. 
The minimum age of marriage is distinct from the age of majority, which is gender-neutral. 

1. An individual attains the age of majority at 18 as per the Indian Majority Act, 1875.  
2. For Hindus, Section 5(iii) of the Hindu Marriage Act, 1955 sets 18 years as the minimum age for the 

bride and 21 years as the minimum age for the groom. Child marriages are not illegal but can be 
declared void at the request of the minor in the marriage.  

3. In Islam, the marriage of a minor who has attained puberty is considered valid under personal law. 
4. The Special Marriage Act, 1954 and the Prohibition of Child Marriage Act, 2006 also prescribe 18 and 

21 years as the minimum age of consent for marriage for women and men respectively. 
 
Why is the law being relooked at?  
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● From bringing in gender-neutrality to reduce the risks of early pregnancy among women, there are 
many arguments in favour of increasing the minimum age of marriage of women. 

● Early pregnancy is associated with increased child mortality rates and affects the health of the mother. 
● Despite laws mandating minimum age and criminalising sexual intercourse with a minor, child 

marriages are very prevalent in the country. 
● Also, according to a study, children born to adolescent mothers (10-19 years) were 5 percentage points 

more likely to be stunted (shorter for their age) than those born to young adults (20-24 years).  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Jaya Jailtley committee was constituted for 
the purpose of?  

2. Legal provisions related to minimum age of 
marriage for men and women in India.  

3. Key provisions of Special Marriage Act, 
1954.  

4. Overview of the Prohibition of Child 
Marriage Act, 2006.  

5. Standing vs select vs finance committees.  
6. Who appoints chairperson and members of 

these committees?  
7. Committees exclusive to only Lok Sabha.  
8. Committees where Speaker is the 

chairperson.  
 
Mains Link: Do you think minimum age for 
marriage for men and women should be raised? 
Discuss.  

 

Topics: Appointment to various Constitutional posts, powers, functions and responsibilities 
of various Constitutional Bodies. 

 UPSC chairman: 
Context: 
Dr Manoj Soni, a monk associated with the Anoopam Mission of the Swaminarayan sect, was appointed the 
Chairman of the country’s premier government recruiting agency, i.e., the Union Public Service Commission 
(UPSC) on 5 April.  
 
Who Is Manoj Soni?  
Dr Manoj Soni is currently a Member of the UPSC. Before being appointed the head of the UPSC, Soni served 
three terms as vice-chancellor (VC)- two consecutive terms as VC of Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar Open University 
(BAOU) for six years (2009-2015), and one term as VC of The Maharaja Sayajirao University of Baroda (The MSU 
of Baroda) for three years (2005-2008). Notably, when Dr. Soni, at the age of 40, became the VC of the MSU of 
Baroda, he was the youngest ever VC in the country.  
 
Who appoints the chairman and other members? 
Article-316- Appointment and term of office of members: 
The Chairman and other members of a Public Service Commission shall be appointed, in the case of the Union 
Commission or a Joint Commission, by the President, and in the case of a State Commission, by the Governor 
of the State. 
 
Term: 
A member of a Public Service Commission shall hold office for a term of six years from the date on which he 
enters upon his office or until he attains, in the case of the Union Commission, the age of sixty-five years, and 
in the case of a State Commission or a Joint Commission, the age of sixty-two years, whichever is earlier. 
 
Reappointment: 
A person who holds office as a member of a Public Service Commission shall, on the expiration of his term of 
office, be ineligible for reappointment to that office. 

● But, a member other than the Chairman of the Union Public Service Commission shall be eligible for 
appointment as the Chairman of the Union Public Service Commission, or as the Chairman of a State 
Public Service Commission, but not for any other employment either under the Government of India or 
under the Government of a State.  

● Also, the Chairman of a State Public Service Commission shall be eligible for appointment as the 
Chairman or any other member of the Union Public Service Commission.  
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Article-317- Removal and suspension of a member of a Public Service Commission: 
Chairman or any other member of a Public Service Commission shall only be removed from his office by order 
of the President on the ground of misbehaviour after the Supreme Court, on reference being made to it by 
the President, has, on inquiry held in accordance with the procedure prescribed in that behalf under article 
145, reported that the Chairman or such other member, as the case may be, ought on any such ground to be 
removed.  
 
Besides, President may by order remove from office the Chairman or any other member of a Public 
Service Commission if the Chairman or such other member, as the case may be:  

1. is adjudged an insolvent.  
2. engages during his term of office in any paid employment outside the duties of his office.  
3. is, in the opinion of the President, unfit to continue in office by reason of infirmity of mind or body.  

 
Guilty of Misbehaviour:  
If the Chairman or any other member of a Public Service Commission is or becomes in any way concerned or 
interested in any contract or agreement made by or on behalf of the Government of India or the Government 
of a State or participates in any way in the profit thereof or in any benefit or emolument arising therefrom 
otherwise than as a member and in common with the other members of an incorporated company, he shall, 
for the purposes of clause (1), be deemed to be guilty of misbehaviour.  
 
(Note: This is an important and exhaustive topic. We advise you to go through the following link and note down 
various related facts: 
https://www.upsc.gov.in/about-us/constitutional-provisions/article-316-appointment-and-term-office-
members.)  
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Constitutional provisions related to Public 
Service Commissions. 

2. Functions of UPSC. 
3. Chairman and members of UPSC- eligibility, 

appointment and removal. 

4. Power to make regulations as to conditions 
of service of members and staff of the 
Commission. 

5. Power to extend functions of Public Service 
Commissions. 

6. Reports of Public Service Commissions. 

 

 Pendency of cases in Supreme Court:  
Context:  
The Supreme Court is set to witness many vacant posts in 2022 with many current judges retiring this year.  
 
The concern:  
The retirements come at a time when the court is in the process of steadying itself after particularly brutal 
waves of the pandemic. There is a huge pendency of cases.  

● India’s legal system has the largest backlog of pending cases in the world – as many as 30 million 
pending cases.  

● This number is continuously increasing and this itself shows the inadequacy of the legal system.  
● And also due to this backlog, most of the prisoners in India’s prisons are detainees awaiting trial.  

 
Pendency in Supreme Court:  

1. The Supreme Court’s statistics show that 70,362 cases are pending with it as of April 1, 2022.  
2. Over 19% of them are not ready to be placed before a Bench for judicial hearing as they have not 

completed the required preliminaries.  
3. While 52,110 are admission matters, 18,522 are regular hearing cases.  
4. The number of Constitution Bench cases (both main and connected matters) totals 422.  
5. The Supreme Court has only recently resumed full physical hearings after two years of virtual systems.  

 
Various steps taken by the Government to reduce Pendency:  
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1. Adoption of “National Litigation Policy 2010” to transform government into an Efficient and Responsible 
litigant.  

2. All states formulated state litigation policies after National Litigation Policy 2010.  
3. Legal Information Management and Briefing System (LIMBS) was created in 2015 with the objective of 

tracking cases to which the government is a party.  
4. The Supreme Court had advised the centre that criminals sentenced to imprisonment for 6 months or a 

year should be allocated social service duties rather than be sent to further choke the already overflowing 
prisons.  

 
Need of the hour:  

● Revise national litigation policy.  
● Promotion of alternative dispute resolution mechanisms to encourage mediation.  
● Coordinated action between government and judiciary.  
● Judicial capacity should be strengthened in the lower courts to reduce the burden on higher courts.  
● Increase expenditure on the judiciary.  
● Improve courts case management and court automation system.  
● Create subject-specific benches.  
● Robust internal dispute resolution mechanisms.  
● Judges should write Shorter and more Pointed judgments.  

 
Insta Curious: Did you know that When there is a lack of quorum, the CJI can appoint a judge of high court to 
the SC bench?  

● Such a step can be taken only with the prior permission of the President and consultation with the CJ of 
the concerned high court.  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. What is collegium?  
2. How are Judges of the Supreme Court and 

high courts appointed?  
3. Appointment of retired judges.  
4. Related constitutional provisions.  
5. Powers and functions.  

 
Mains Link: Discuss the issues associated with the 
collegium system for the appointment of judges.  
 
Link:https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/su
preme-court-to-see-seven-key-retirements-in-
seven-months-in-2022/article65329719.ece/amp/.  

 

Topics: Statutory, regulatory and various quasi-judicial bodies. 

 National Film Development Corporation (NFDC) Ltd:  
Context:  
The Ministry of Information and Broadcasting has transferred the mandate of production of documentaries 
and short films; organisation of film festivals; and preservation of films to the National Film Development 
Corporation (NFDC), which functions under the Ministry.  

● The ownership of the assets available with these units will remain with the Central government.  
 
Significance:  
Bringing all these activities under a single management will reduce the overlap of various activities and ensure 
better utilisation of public resources.  
 
Background:  
In December, 2020, the Union Cabinet had decided to merge four of its film media units — Films Division, 
Directorate of Film Festivals, National Film Archive of India, and Children’s Film Society, India with the National 
Film Development Corporation Limited — by expanding the Memorandum of Articles of Association of NFDC.  

● The Ministry had, in January, made public the recommendations of an expert committee headed by 
former I&B Secretary Bimal Julka in this regard.  

 
Roles of film media bodies:  
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Films Division: The largest moving-image repository and audio-visual record of Indian history was established 
in 1948 to create public service awareness films, to film the decolonisation and nation-building process, and to 
produce and distribute newsreels and documentary films. Colonial agencies such as the Film Advisory Board, 
Information Films of India, Indian News Parade, and Army Film and Photographic Unit, were handed over to it. 
FD today has more than 8,000 newsreels, documentaries, short films and animation films on historical events 
and political figures.  
CFSI: Formed in 1955, it was tasked with producing children’s films and value-based entertainment, also for 
underprivileged children, in small towns and rural areas. 
NFAI: Established in 1964 under renowned curator P K Nair, it was tasked with tracing, acquiring, and 
preserving the heritage of fiction cinema in India.  
DFF: It was established in 1973, and tasked with cultural exchange, promoting Indian cinema worldwide, 
organising the National Film Awards and Dadasaheb Phalke Awards, the Mumbai International Film Festival, 
and the International Film Festival of India in Goa.  
NFDC: A PSU established in 1975, its earlier avatar was the Film Finance Corporation. Its job was to finance, 
produce, and distribute feature films, and to promote filmmakers outside the mainstream. Through its Film 
Bazaar Work-in-Progress (WIP) Lab, NFDC has provided a platform for young talents to interact and learn.  
 
Why is there opposition to the merger?  
● Lack of transparency and accountability, and the arbitrary way in which the process has been carried out.  
● Apprehensions about the future of employees and independent and documentary filmmakers , as well as 

that of the archival footage, which they want to be declared a national heritage.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About NFDC.  
2. DFF.  
3. CFSI.  
4. Films Division.  
5. Certification of Movies in India.  

Mains Link:  Discuss the concerns associated with 
the merger of film media units under the NFDC.  
 
Link: 
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/four-
government-run-film-and-media-units-merged-
with-nfdc/article65275428.ece.  

 

 Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) 
Context: 
Chief Justice of India N.V. Ramana calls for immediate need for the creation of an independent umbrella 
institution, so as to bring various central agencies like the CBI, Enforcement Directorate and the Serious Fraud 
Investigation Office under one roof. 
Need for such an umbrella institution: 

• Lack of credibility: Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI), ED and other central government investigating 
agencies had come under deep public scrutiny. Its actions and inactions had raised questions regarding its 
credibility. 

• To uphold democratic values: All the institutions including the police and the investigative bodies uphold 
and strengthen the democratic values,” he said. 

o The police and the probe agencies need to function within democratic framework as prescribed 
under the Constitution. Any deviation will hurt the institutions and will weaken our democracy.  

o The police and the investigative agencies may have de-facto legitimacy, but yet, as institutions, 
they still have to gain social legitimacy. 

• To ensure legislative oversight: The umbrella body, if created under a statute, clearly defining its powers, 
functions and jurisdictions, will ensure parliament upholds effective accountability of these institutions. 

• To end multiplicity of proceedings: A single incident gets investigated by multiple agencies, often leading 
to dilution of evidence, contradiction indepositions, prolonged incarceration of innocents. 

• Ensure collaboration: The umbrella body will ensure a harmonious relationship between the State and 
Central agencies, given that the goal of all those organisations was to secure justice. 

• To ensure adequate representation of women in the criminal justice system 
 
Proposed structure of the institution: 
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• Independent head: The proposed umbrella body should be headed by an independent and impartial 
authority, appointed by a committee akin to the one which appointed the CBI Director. Its head could be 
assisted by deputies having specialisation in different domains. 

• Statutory backing: The body should be created under a statute, clearly defining its powers, functions and 
jurisdictions. 

• Directions: Once an incident is reported, the organisation should decide as to which specialised wing 
should take up investigation. 

• Separation of prosecution and investigation wings: was to have separate and autonomous wings for 
prosecution and investigation, to ensure total independence.  

• Annual audit: A reasonable check and balance would be a provision in the proposed law for annual audit 
of the institution’s performance by the appointing committee. 

• Replication by states: Since, the police and public order under the State list, State agencies must be 
equipped to deal with increasing challenges in the field of investigation. The proposed Central law for the 
umbrella investigative body, can be suitably replicated by the States. 

 
What is CBI? 

• Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) is the premier investigating police agency in India. 

• It functions under the superintendence of the Deptt. of Personnel, Ministry of Personnel, Pension & 
Public Grievances, Government of India - which falls under the prime minister’s office. 

• For investigations of offences under the Prevention of Corruption Act, its superintendence vests with the 
Central Vigilance Commission. 

• It coordinates on behalf of India with Interpol Member countries. 

• Its conviction rate is as high as 65 to 70% and it is comparable to the best investigation agencies in the 
world. 

  
Challenges associated with the autonomy of CBI: 
1. The agency is dependent on the home ministry for staffing, since many of its investigators come 

from the Indian Police Service. 
2. The agency depends on the law ministry for lawyers and also lacks functional autonomy to some 

extent. 
3. The CBI, run by IPS officers on deputation, is also susceptible to the government’s ability to 

manipulate the senior officers, because they are dependent on the Central government for future 
postings. 

4. Dependence on State governments for invoking its authority to investigate cases in a State, even 
when such investigation targets a Central government employee. 

5. Since police is a State subject under the Constitution, and the CBI acts as per the procedure 
prescribed by the Code of Criminal Procedure (CrPC),  which makes it a police agency, the CBI 
needs the consent of the State government in question before it can make its presence in that 
State. This is a cumbersome procedure and has led to some ridiculous situations. 

  
SC over CBI’s autonomy: 
The landmark judgment in Vineet Narain v. Union of India in 1997 laid out several steps to secure the 
autonomy of CBI. 
  
Why was it called caged parrot by the Supreme Court? 
1. Politicisation of the Central Bureau of Investigation  (CBI) has been a work in progress for years.  
2. Corruption and Politically biased: This was highlighted in Supreme Court criticism for being a 

caged parrot speaking in its master’s voice.  
3. CBI has been accused of becoming ‘handmaiden’ to the party in power,  as a result high profile 

cases are not treated seriously. 
4. Since CBI is run by central police officials on deputation hence chances of getting influenced by 

government were visible in the hope of better future postings. 
  
What institutional reforms are needed for CBI? 
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1. Ensure that CBI operates under a formal, modern legal framework  that has been written for a 
contemporary investigative agency. 

2. The Second Administrative Reforms Commission (2007) suggested that a new law should be 
enacted to govern the working of the CBI.  

3. Parliamentary standing committee (2007)  recommended that a separate act should be 
promulgated in tune with requirements with time to ensure credibility and impartiality.  

4. The 19th and 24th reports of the parliamentary standing committees  (2007 and 2008) 
recommended that the need of the hour is to strengthen the CBI in terms  of legal mandate, 
infrastructure and resources. 

5. The government must ensure financial autonomy for the outfit. 
6. It is also possible to consider granting the CBI and other federal investigation agencies the kind of 

autonomy that the Comptroller and Auditor General enjoys as he is only accountable to 
Parliament. 

7. A new CBI Act should be promulgated that ensures the autonomy of CBI while at the same time 
improving the quality of supervision. The new Act must specify criminal culpability for government 
interference. 

8. One of the demands that has been before Supreme Court, and in line with international best 
practices, is for the CBI to develop its own dedicated cadre of officers who are not bothered 
about deputation and abrupt transfers.  

9. A more efficient parliamentary oversight over the federal criminal and intelligence agencies could 
be a way forward to ensure better accountability, despite concerns regarding political misuse of 
the oversight. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. About CBI, ED, SFO and its establishment. 
2. Provisions of DSPE Act and other laws backing investigating agencies. 

Mains Link: 
Discuss the need for an independent umbrella body to regulate various central investigating agencies in India. 
Suggest reforms in this regard. (15M) 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

 CAG’s audit of UIDAI:  
Context:  
CAG has presented its performance audit of Aadhaar’s regulator, Unique Identification Authority of India 
(UIDAI). It was carried out over a four-year period between FY2015 and FY2019.  

● CAG’s audit portrays an unsatisfactory picture of the systems and processes in UIDAI.  
 
Issues highlighted by the Report:  
● Issue of duplicate Aadhaar.  
● Lack of oversight of subcontractors: Many failed to get their operations audited annually.  
● UIDAI neither has granular data nor is it able to pinpoint the cause of failure.  
● No Documents for Proof of Residency: UIDAI has not prescribed any specific proof/document or process 

for confirming whether an applicant has resided in India for the specified period.  
● Faulty Enrolment Process: UIDAI appeared to have charged people for biometric updates when poor 

quality data was fed in during enrolment. UIDAI did not take responsibility for poor quality biometrics.  
● Bal Aadhar: The audit was also critical of UIDAI’s move to issue Aadhaar cards to children and newborns 

without biometrics under an initiative known as Bal Aadhaar. This needs to be reviewed because anyway 
after 5 years, a child has to apply for new regular Aadhar.  

● Issues related to data security.  
 
Recommendations:  

1. Prescribe a Procedure for Self Declaration.  
2. Tighten the Service Level Agreement (SLA) parameters of Biometric Service Providers (BSPs).  
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3. Explore Alternate Ways to Capture Uniqueness of Biometric Identity for Minor.  
4. Proactive Steps to Identify and Fill the Missing Documents.  
5. Frame a Suitable Data Archival Policy.  

 
How does UIDAI operate?  
UIDAI operates Aadhar through a layer of subcontractors. So, when an applicant’s biometrics are uploaded to 
the Central Identities Data Repository, it may be executed by the third layer of subcontractors. A similar system 
is in place when a financial intermediary seeks to authenticate the identity of a potential customer by using the 
Aadhar database.  
 
About UIDAI:  
The UIDAI is a statutory authority established on 12th July 2016.  
Parent body: Works under the jurisdiction of the Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology.  
Initially, the UIDAI was set up by the Government of India in January 2009, as an attached office under the 
aegis of the Planning Commission.  
Mandate: The UIDAI is mandated to assign a 12-digit unique identification (UID) number (Aadhaar) to all the 
residents of India.  
Total: As of 31st October 2021, UIDAI had issued 131.68 crore Aadhaar numbers.  
 
Practice Question:  
 
Consider the following statements: 
1. Aadhaar metadata cannot be stored for more than three months.  
2. State cannot enter into any contract with private corporations for sharing of Aadhaar data.  
3. Aadhaar is mandatory for obtaining insurance products.  
4. Aadhaar is mandatory for getting benefits funded out of the Consolidated Fund of India.  
Which of the statements given above is / are correct? 
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About UIDAI.  
2. Aadhaar.  

3. Registration of UIDAI.  
4. Planning Commission.  
5. Biometric information.  
6. Data Privacy.  

 

Topics: Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and issues 
arising out of their design and implementation. 

 Raising and Accelerating MSME Performance (RAMP):  
Context: 
Recently, The Union Cabinet approved a USD 808 million or Rs 6,062.45 crore, World Bank assisted 
programme on “Raising and Accelerating MSME Performance” (RAMP).  

● RAMP is a new scheme and would commence in FY 2022-23.  
 
What is RAMP?  
● “Raising and Accelerating MSME Performance” (RAMP) is a World Bank assisted Central Sector Scheme.  
● It has been launched to support various Resilience and Recovery Interventions of the Ministry of Micro, 

Small and Medium Enterprises (MoMSME).  
● In addition to building the MoMSME’s capacity at the national level, the RAMP program will seek to scale 

up implementation capacity and MSME coverage in States.  
 
Objective: 
The programme aims at improving access to market and credit, strengthening institutions and governance at 
the Centre and State, improving Centre-State linkages and partnerships, addressing issues of delayed payments 
and greening of MSMEs.  
 
RAMP will function as a:  
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1. ‘’Policy Provider’’ through the enhanced capacity for evidence-based policy and program design, to enable 
the delivery of more effective and cost-efficient MSME interventions to improve competitiveness and 
business sustainability.  

2. “Knowledge Provider” through bench-marking, sharing and demonstrating best practices/success stories 
by leveraging international experiences.  

3. “Technology Provider” by providing access to high-end technology resulting in the digital and technological 
transformation of MSMEs through state of art Artificial Intelligence, Data Analytics, Internet of things (IoT), 
Machine Learning etc.  

 
Background: 
RAMP was formulated and proposed by the Government of India, for strengthening MSMEs in line with the 
recommendations made by U K Sinha Committee, KV Kamath Committee and Economic Advisory Council to 
the Prime Minister (PMEAC).  
 
Need for and Significance:  

● 40% of MSMEs in India lack access to finance. MSMEs are the backbone of the Indian economy.  
● The RAMP programme with impacts across the country will directly or indirectly benefit all 63 million 

enterprises that qualify as MSMEs.  
 
Significance of MSMEs:  
With around 63.4 million units throughout the geographical expanse of the country, MSMEs contribute around 
6.11% of the manufacturing GDP and 24.63% of the GDP from service activities as well as 33.4% of India’s 
manufacturing output.  

● They have been able to provide employment to around 120 million persons and contribute around 45% 
of the overall exports from India.  

● About 20% of the MSMEs are based out of rural areas, which indicates the deployment of significant 
rural workforce in the MSME sector.  

 
Insta Curious: Did you know that Maharashtra tops India’s list in the number of micro, small and medium 
enterprises (MSME) owned by entrepreneurs from the Scheduled Castes with as many as 96,805 enterprises? 
Know more about MSMEs in the country here.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Share of MSME sector in India’s GDP and 
exports.  

2. RAMP Programme.  
3. The basic criteria for MSME classification.  
4. What is referred to as Udyam according to 

the Government of India?  

5. Classification of MSMEs.  
6. What is V- shaped recovery?  
7. SDGs on MSMEs.  

 
Mains Link: What is the potential of India’s MSME 
sector? Discuss the challenges and concerns 
associated with the growth of MSME sector in 
India. 

 

 The Weapons of Mass Destruction Amendment Bill, 2022:  
Context:  
The bill was recently passed in Lok Sabha.  

● The Weapons of Mass Destruction and their Delivery Systems (Prohibition of Unlawful Activities) Act, 
passed in 2005, only banned the manufacturing of weapons of mass destruction.  

● The amendment bill is aimed at widening its ambit.  
 
Need for the Amendment:  
● To focus on the financial bit of activities supporting WMDs. There was an urgent need to have provision to 

ban financing for Weapons of Mass Destruction. The existing legislation was silent on this aspect.  
● To provide more teeth to government to act against terror funding. The present bill empowers the 

Government to freeze, seize or attach funds or other financial assets or economic resources for preventing 
such financing.  
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Highlights of the Bill:  
● Prohibition on financing certain activities: The Bill bars persons from financing any prohibited activity 

related to weapons of mass destruction and their delivery systems.  
● It gives more powers to the Central Government: To prevent persons from financing such activities, 

the central government may freeze, seize or attach their funds, financial assets, or economic resources.  
● It may also prohibit persons from making finances or related services available for the benefit of other 

persons in relation to any activity which is prohibited.  
 
What are weapons of mass destruction?  
These are weapons with the capacity to inflict death and destruction on such a massive scale and so 
indiscriminately that its very presence in the hands of a hostile power can be considered a grievous threat.  

● India’s 2005 WMD Act defines Weapons of mass destruction as biological, chemical, or nuclear 
weapons.  

● In the USA, WMD includes a nuclear, radiological, chemical, biological, or other device that is intended 
to harm a large number of people.  

 
India’s position on international Regime concerning WMDs:  
India has signed and ratified both the:  

1. Biological Weapons Convention, 1972.  
2. Chemical Weapons Convention, 1992.  

 
However, it has not signed the treaties regulating the use and proliferation of nuclear weapons (which includes 
NPT and CTBT).  
 
Insta Curious: Did you know about the Geneva Protocol, 1925? It banned the use of chemical and biological 
weapons.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. United Nations Security Council.  
2. Financial Action Task Force.  
3. Nuclear Non-proliferation Treaty of 1968.  
4. Biological Weapons Convention of 1972.  
5. Chemical Weapons Convention of 1993.  

6. What are weapons of mass destruction.  
 
Mains Link: Discuss about the significance of the 
Weapons of Mass Destruction and their Delivery 
Systems (Prohibition of Unlawful Activities) 
Amendment Bill, 2022.  

 

 Dam Safety Act:  
Context:  
The Supreme Court has found in the Dam Safety Act of 2021 a panacea to end the “perennial” legal battle 
between Tamil Nadu and Kerala over the Mullaperiyar dam.  
 
What's the issue?  

● Kerala and Tamil Nadu have been trading charges against each other over the safety, operation and 
maintenance of the Mullaperiyar dam.  

● While Kerala claims the 126-year-old dam is unsafe, badly maintained and a threat to thousands of 
people living downstream, Tamil Nadu denies it.  

● Kerala is pitching for a new dam in place of the existing one, while Tamil Nadu, which operates and 
maintains the reservoir, argues that the dam is well-preserved and so strong that the height water level 
could even be increased to 152 feet.  

 
Linkages between Dam Safety Act and the Mullaperiyar dam:  

● As per the Act, the NDSA will perform the role of the State Dam Safety Organisation for a dam located 
in one State and used by another. Hence, the Mullaperiyar dam comes under the purview of the NDSA.  

● Experts believe that there is every possibility of the Union government will indicate in the court that 
the NDSA can subsume the functions of the supervisory committee.  
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Know more about the Mullaperiyar Issue here.  
 
Highlights of Dam Safety Act:  

● It provides for proper surveillance, inspection, operation and maintenance of all specified dams in the 
country to ensure their safe functioning.  

● It provides for the constitution of a National Committee on Dam Safety which shall evolve dam safety 
policies and recommend necessary regulations as may be required for the purpose.  

● It provides for the establishment of the National Dam Safety Authority as a regulatory body which shall 
discharge functions to implement the policy, guidelines and standards for dam safety in the country.  

● It provides for the constitution of a State Committee on Dam Safety by the State Government.  
  
Significance:  

● It will help all the States and Union Territories of India to adopt uniform dam safety procedures which 
shall ensure safety of dams and safeguard benefits from such dams. This shall also help in safeguarding 
human life, livestock and property.  

● It addresses all issues concerning dam safety including regular inspection of dams, Emergency Action 
Plan, comprehensive dam safety review, adequate repair and maintenance funds for dam safety, 
Instrumentation and Safety Manuals.  

● It lays the onus of dam safety on the dam owner and provides for penal provisions for commission and 
omission of certain acts.  

  
Need for:  
● Over the last fifty years, India has invested substantially in dams and related infrastructures, and ranks 

third after the USA and China in the number of large dams. 5254 large dams are in operation in the country 
currently and another 447 are under construction.  

● In addition to this, there are thousands of medium and small dams. 
● While dams have played a key role in fostering rapid and sustained agricultural growth and development in 

India, there has been a long felt need for a uniform law and administrative structure for ensuring dam 
safety.  

● The Central Water Commission, through the National Committee on Dam Safety (NCDS), Central Dam 
Safety Organization (CDSO) and State Dam Safety Organizations (SDSO) has been making constant 
endeavours in this direction, but these organizations do not have any statutory powers and are only 
advisory in nature.  

● This can be a matter of concern, especially since about 75 percent of the large dams in India are more than 
25 years old and about 164 dams are more than 100 years old.  

● A badly maintained, unsafe dam can be a hazard to human life, flora and fauna, public and private assets 
and the environment.  

● India has had 42 dam failures in the past.  
 
Concerns raised:  

● The Act is too focused on structural safety and not on operational safety.  
● There is inadequate compensation to the people affected by dams.  
● There is a need for an independent regulator as well as for a precise definition of stakeholders.  
● Many states say it encroaches upon the sovereignty of States to manage their dams, and violates the 

principles of federalism enshrined in the Constitution.  
● They see it as an attempt by the Centre to consolidate power in the guise of safety concerns.  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Dam Safety Act.  
2. Dam Safety Authority.  

3. Highlights of Dam Safety.  
4. Dam Safety in India.  
5. DRIP Project.  

 

 Positive indigenisation list:  
Context:  
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Recently, the Ministry of Defence has released the third positive indigenisation list of 101 items, comprising 
major equipment/platforms.  

● The 'First Negative Indigenisation’ List comprising 101 items was notified in August 2020.  
● The Second Indigenisation list was notified in June 2021 import list for 108 items.  

 
The Third List includes:v 
Hghly complex Systems, Sensors, Weapons and Ammunitions like Light Weight Tanks, Mounted Arty Gun 
Systems, Next Generation Offshore Patrol Vessels (NGOPV) etc.  
 
What is the positive indigenisation list?  
Introduced in August 2020, the negative list essentially means that the Armed Forces—Army, Navy and Air 
Force—will only procure such items from domestic manufacturers.  

● The manufacturers could be private sector players or Defence Public Sector Undertakings (DPSUs).  
 
Why was this policy needed? What will be the impact?  
As per Stockholm International Peace Research Institute, India has been the second largest importer between 
2014 and 2019 with US$ 16.75 billion worth of imports during this period.  

● The government wants to reduce the dependence on imported items in defence and give a shot in 
the arm to the domestic defence manufacturing industry.  

● By denying the possibility of importing the items on the negative list, the domestic industry is given 
the opportunity to step up and manufacture them for the needs of the forces.  

 
2nd list:  
The Defence Ministry notified the second negative import list, in May 2021, of 108 items that can now be only 
purchased from indigenous sources. The new list takes the total number on the list to 209.  

● The list comprises complex systems, sensors, simulator, weapons and ammunitions like helicopters, 
next generation corvettes, Air Borne Early Warning and Control (AEW&C) systems, tank engines.  

 
Significance and implications of this move:  

1. Recognises the potential of local defence industry.  
2. Invigorate impetus to domestic Research and Development by attracting fresh investment into 

technology and manufacturing capabilities.  
3. Provides an excellent opportunity for ‘start-ups’ as also Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs).  

 
Insta Curious: Do you know there is a negative list maintained by taxing authorities too?(Though not directly 
related to this article, it is good to know) : READ HERE (No need to remember everything) 
 
Report on trends in global military expenditure:  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. When was this policy introduced?  
2. Features.  
3. Exceptions.  

4. Implementing ministry.  
 
Mains Link: Discuss the need for and significance of 
the policy.  

 

 Biden signs bill making lynching a federal hate crime:  
Context:  
U.S. President Joe Biden has signed a bill into law to make lynching a federal hate crime, more than 100 years 
after such legislation was first proposed.  

● The Emmett Till Anti-Lynching Act is named after the Black teenager whose killing in Mississippi in the 
summer of 1955 became a galvanising moment in the civil rights era.  

 
Details:  

● The new law makes it possible to prosecute a crime as a lynching when a conspiracy to commit a hate 
crime leads to death or serious bodily injury.  
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● The law lays out a maximum sentence of 30 years in prison and fines. 
 
Recent incidents of mob lynching in India:  
● In 2021 in Assam, a 23-year-old student leader was allegedly killed by a mob.  
● In October 2021 a man was allegedly lynched, his limbs cut off and left to die at the Singhu Border, site of 

the farmers’ protest against the three farm laws.  
● In August 2021, a bangle seller in Indore was reportedly beaten up by a mob for allegedly hiding his 

identity.  
● The man survived and was sent to judicial custody.  
● In May 2021, a 25-year-old Gurugram man was allegedly lynched when he went out to buy medicines.  
● On December 18 2021, a man was lynched to death by the Sikh Sangat (Sikh devotees) in Shri Harmandir 

Sahib Gurudwara (Golden Temple) in Amritsar over an alleged attempt to disrespect the holiest book of 
Sikh religion, Shri Guru Granth Sahib Ji.  

 
What is meant by Lynching?  
Any act or series of acts of violence or aiding, abetting (encouraging) such act/acts thereof, whether 
spontaneous or planned, by a mob on the grounds of religion, race, caste, sex, place of birth, language, dietary 
practices, sexual orientation, political affiliation, ethnicity or any other related grounds.  
 
How are these cases handled?  
There is “no separate” definition for such incidents under the existing IPC. Lynching incidents can be dealt 
with under Section 300 and 302 of IPC.  

● Section 302 provides that whoever commits murder shall be punished with death or imprisonment for 
life and shall also be liable to fine. Offence of murder is a cognisable, non- bailable and non-
compoundable offence.  

 
SC guidelines:  
● There should be a “separate offence” for lynching and the trial courts must ordinarily award maximum 

sentence upon conviction of the accused person to set a stern example in cases of mob violence.  
● The state governments will have to designate a senior police officer in each district for taking measures to 

prevent incidents of mob violence and lynching.  
● The state governments need to identify districts, sub-divisions and villageswhere instances of lynching 

and mob violence have been reported in the recent past.  
● The nodal officers shall bring to the notice of the DGP about any inter-district co-ordination issues for 

devising a strategy to tackle lynching and mob violence related issues.  
● Every police officer shall ensure to disperse the mob that has a tendency to cause violence in the disguise 

of vigilantism or otherwise.  
● Central and the state governments shall broadcast on radio, television and other media platforms about 

the serious consequences of mob lynching and mob violence.  
● Despite the measures taken by the State Police, if it comes to the notice of the local police that an incident 

of lynching or mob violence has taken place, the jurisdictional police station shall immediately lodge an 
FIR.  

● The State Governments shall prepare a lynching/mob violence victim compensation scheme in the light of 
the provisions of Section 357A of CrPC.  

● If a police officer or an officer of the district administration fails to fulfill his duty, it will be considered an 
act of deliberate negligence.  

 
Need of the hour:  
● Every time there is a case of honor killing, hate crimes, witch hunting or mob lynching we raise demands 

for special legislation to deal with these crimes.  
● But, the fact is that these crimes are nothing but murders and the existing provisions under IPC and CrPC 

are sufficient to deal with such crimes.  
● Coupled with the guidelines laid down in Poonawala’s case, we are sufficiently equipped to deal with mob 

lynching. However, what we lack is due enforcement of the existing laws and accountability of the 
enforcement agencies.  
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Attempts by various states in this regard:  

● Manipur government came up first with its Bill against lynching in 2018, incorporating some logical and 
relevant clauses.  

● Rajasthan government passed a bill against lynching in August 2019.  
● West Bengal too came up with a more stringent Bill against lynching.  

 
Insta Curious: Do you know there is something like the United Nations Strategy and Plan of Action on Hate 
Speech? Reference: read this.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. States which have passed laws against mob 
lynching.  

2. What is Poonawala’s case?  
3. What are the provisions available against 

mob lynching under IPC?  

 
Mains Link: Mob Lynching has become a recurring 
phenomenon in India which is surging hate violence 
targeting religious and caste minorities. Explain the 
causative factors and suggest ways to address it.  

 

 PLI scheme for textiles:  
Context:  
61 applications, for projects involving total investment of Rs 19,077 crore, have been approved under the 
Production Linked Incentive (PLI) Scheme for textiles.  

● These projects are expected to result in projected turnover is Rs. 1.85 lakh crore over a period of 5 
years with a proposed direct employment of 2.4 lakh persons.  

 
About the Scheme:  
The Government had launched the  Production-Linked Incentive (PLI) scheme for the textiles sector worth Rs 
10,683 crore.  

● This is part of a larger PLI scheme for 13 sectors, with a total budgetary outlay of 1.97 lakh crore.  
 
Focus areas?  
The PLI scheme for textiles aims to promote the production of high value Man-Made Fibre (MMF) fabrics, 
garments and technical textiles.  
 
Eligibility:  

1. Any person or company willing to invest a minimum of Rs 300 crore in plant, machinery, equipment 
and civil works (excluding land and administrative building cost) to produce products of MMF fabrics, 
garments and products of technical textiles will be eligible to participate in the first part of the scheme.  

2. Investors willing to spend a minimum of Rs 100 crore under 
the same conditions shall be eligible to apply in the second 
part of the scheme.  

 
Incentives:  
1. Under PLI, the Centre will subsidise eligible manufacturers by 

paying incentives on incremental production.  
2. Companies investing over Rs 300 crore in plant, machinery, 

equipment and civil works to produce the identified products will 
get an incentive of 15 percent of their turnover, which needs to 
be Rs 600 crore in the third year.  

3. The companies investing between Rs 100 crore and Rs 300 crore 
will also be eligible to receive duty refunds and incentives (lower 
than 15 percent of their turnover).  

4. The government expects to achieve "fresh investment of over Rs 
19,000 crore and a cumulative turnover of more than Rs 3 lakh 
crore".  
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Significance:  
The PLI scheme will provide an immense boost to domestic manufacturing, and prepare the industry for 
making a big impact in global markets in sync with the spirit of Atmanirbhar Bharat. It will also help attract 
more investment into this sector.  
 
Need for:  
Two-thirds of international trade in textiles is of man-made and technical textiles. This scheme has been 
approved so India can also contribute to the ecosystem of fabrics and garments made of MMF.  
 
Insta Curious: Did you know that the Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA) had, in 2020, approved 
the setting up of a National Technical Textiles Mission at a total outlay of ₹1,480 Crore. Know details about the 
scheme here.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. What are technical textiles?  
2. Features.  
3. Types.  
4. Benefits.  
5. Production linked incentive scheme- when 

was it announced?  

6. Incentives under the scheme is available 
to?  

7. What kind of investments will be 
considered?  

8. Duration of the scheme.  
9. Who will implement it?  

 
Mains Link: Discuss the significance of technical 
textiles.  

 

 UDAN scheme:  
Context:  
The UDAN scheme, the Ministry of Civil Aviation's flagship initiative to provide air connectivity in non-metro 
tier II and III cities, has been selected for the Prime Minister’s Award for Excellence in Public Administration 
2020.  
 
About UDAN scheme (Ude Desh Ka Aam Nagrik) Scheme:  
Launched in 2016, the scheme is aimed at enhancing connectivity to remote and regional areas of the country 
and making air travel affordable.  

● It is a key component of Centre’s National Civil Aviation Policy led by Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
and launched in June 2017.  

● It is also known as the regional connectivity scheme (RCS) as it seeks to improve air connectivity to 
tier-2 and tier-3 cities through revival of unused and underused airports.  

● Under the scheme, nearly half of the seats in Udan flights are offered at subsidised fares, and the 
participating carriers are provided a certain amount of viability gap funding (VGF) - an amount shared 
between the Centre and the concerned states.  

● The scheme will be jointly funded by the central government and state governments.  
● The scheme will run for 10 years and can be extended thereafter.  

 
Key features of the scheme:  

1. Airlines are awarded routes under the programme through a bidding process and are required to offer 
airfares at the rate of ₹2,500 per hour of flight.  

2. At least 50% of the total seats on an aircraft have to be offered at cheaper rates.  
3. In order to enable airlines to offer affordable fares they are given a subsidy from the Government for a 

period of three years.  
4. The Government had also earmarked ₹4,500 crore for revival of 50 airports in the first three years.  

 
UDAN 4.0:  
● The 4th round of UDAN was launched in December 2019 with a special focus on North-Eastern Regions, 

Hilly States, and Islands.  
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● The airports that had 
already been 
developed by Airports 
Authority of India (AAI) 
are given higher 
priority for the award 
of VGF (Viability Gap 
Funding) under the 
Scheme.  

● Under UDAN 4, the 
operation of 
helicopters and 
seaplanes is also been 
incorporated.  

 
What have been the challenges?  

● Poor financial health of many smaller, regional carriers have been a bane for the scheme.  
● Many players don’t have more than one or two planes and they are often poorly maintained. New 

planes are too expensive for these smaller players.  
 
Insta Curious: Did you know that the ATF is not within the ambit of the Goods and Services Tax (GST)? More 
about items not covered under GST: read this.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. When was UDAN scheme launched?  
2. Implementation and funding of the 

scheme.  
3. Overview of the National Civil Aviation 

Policy.  

4. Under the scheme, who provides Viability 
Gap Funding (VGF) to subsidise the airfare?  

5. Role of state governments under the 
scheme.  

 
Mains Link: Discuss the performance of UDAN 
scheme.  

 

 What is Extradition?  
Context:  
On February 2nd 2022, the Supreme Court had sought a response from the Centre on a plea filed by Abu 
Salem, serving life imprisonment for his role in the 1993 Mumbai serial blasts case, contending that his 
imprisonment cannot extend beyond 25 years as per the terms of the extradition treaty between India and 
Portugal.  

● Recently, the Union Home Secretary informed the Supreme Court that the Union government is bound 
by the commitment given to Portugal in 2002.  

 
Background:  
In December 2002, the then Deputy Prime Minister L K Advani had given a commitment to the then Portuguese 
government that the maximum sentence handed out to gangster Abu Salem would not exceed 25 years.  
 
What is Extradition?  
As defined by Hon’ble Supreme Court of India, ‘Extradition is the delivery on the part of one State to another of 
those whom it is desired to deal with for crimes of which they have been accused or convicted and are 
justifiable in the Courts of the other State’.  
 
When can it be initiated?  
An Extradition request for an accused can be initiated in the case of under-investigation, under-trial and 
convicted criminals.  
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● In cases under investigation, abundant precautions have to be exercised by the law enforcement 
agency to ensure that it is in possession of prima facie evidence to sustain the allegation before the 
Courts of Law in the Foreign State.  

 
What is the Legislative Basis for Extradition in India?  
The Extradition Act 1962 provides India’s legislative basis for extradition. It consolidated the law relating to the 
extradition of criminal fugitive from India to foreign states. The Indian Extradition Act, 1962 was substantially 
modified in 1993 by Act 66 of 1993. 
 
Who is the nodal authority for Extradition in India? 
The Consular, Passport & Visa (CPV) Division, Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India is the 
Central/Nodal Authority that administers the Extradition Act and it processes incoming and outgoing 
Extradition Requests. 
 
An alleged offender may not be extradited to the requesting state in the following cases: 

1. No treaty – In absence of a treaty, States are not obligated to extradite aliens/nationals. 
2. No treaty crime – Extradition is generally limited to crimes identified in the treaty which may vary in 

relation to one State from another, as provided by the treaty. 
3. Military and Political Offences – Extradition may be denied for purely military and political offences. 

Terrorist offences and violent crimes are excluded from the definition of political offences for the 
purposes of extradition treaties. 

4. Want of Dual Criminality – Dual criminality exists when conduct constituting the offence amounts to a 
criminal offence in both India and the foreign country. 

5. Procedural considerations – Extradition may be denied when due procedure as required by the 
Extradition Act of 1962 is not followed. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Does India extradite its own Nationals? 
2. If a fugitive Criminal is found in India, what 

is the procedure to obtain a warrant of 
arrest? 

3. Can the decision to be extradited be 
appealed against by the alleged offender? 

4. What are the bars to Extradition? 

5. Does India need a treaty with a foreign 
country to make a provisional arrest 
request? 

6. Who can make an extradition request from 
India’s side? 

 
Mains Link: What is Extradition? What is the 
Legislative Basis for Extradition in India? Discuss.  

 

 Draft Protection and Enforcement of Interests in Aircraft Objects Bill, 
2022:  

Context:  
Recently, the Ministry of Civil Aviation has sought stakeholders’ comments on the draft Protection and 
Enforcement of Interests in Aircraft Objects Bill, 2022.  
 
Highlights of the Bill:  

● The Bill implements the provisions of the Convention on International Interests in Mobile Equipment 
and Protocol on Matters Specific to Aircraft Equipment which was adopted at a conference in Cape 
Town in 2001.  

● India acceded to the two instruments in 2008.  
● These provide default remedies for the creditor and create a legal regime for disputes.  
● Once passed, the law will help international aircraft leasing companies to repossess and transfer planes 

out of India incase of a financial dispute with an Indian airline at a time many regional airlines have 
been refused planes on rent.  

● The proposed law provides remedies such as repossession of an aircraft object, or its sale or lease or 
collection of income from its use as well as de-registration and export of planes.  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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● It also suggests remedies pending final adjudication of a claim as well as safeguards a debtor’s claim 
during insolvency proceedings against its Indian buyer.  

 
Need for:  
As per the ministry, the draft legislation is necessary because several Indian laws such as the Companies Act, 
2013 and the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code, 2016 are in conflict with the Cape Town Convention and 
Protocol.  

● It says that Indian entities have also suffered as international financial institutions demand an 
implementing legislation.  

 
Convention on International Interests in Mobile Equipment (Cape Town Convention):  

● It is an international treaty intended to standardize transactions involving movable property.  
● 83 countries, including India, have signed and ratified the Convention & the Protocol.  
● The treaty creates international standards for registration of contracts of sale (including dedicated 

registration agencies), security interests, leases and conditional sales contracts, and various legal 
remedies for default in financing agreements, including repossession and the effect of particular states’ 
bankruptcy laws.  

 
Four protocols to the convention are specific to four types of movable equipment:  

1. Aircraft Equipment (aircraft and aircraft engines; signed in 2001).  
2. Railway rolling stock (signed in 2007).  
3. Space assets (signed in 2012).  
4. Mining Agricultural and Construction Equipment (signed in 2019).  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Cape Town Convention and Protocol.  
2. International Civil Aviation Organisation 

(ICAO).  
3. League of Nations.  
4. International Institute for the Unification of 

Private Law (UNIDROIT).  

5. Draft Protection and Enforcement of 
Interests in Aircraft Objects Bill, 2022.  

 
Mains Link: Discuss the significance of the Draft 
Protection and Enforcement of Interests in Aircraft 
Objects Bill, 2022.  

 

 The laws for surveillance in India, and the concerns over privacy:  
Context:  
IPS officer Rashmi Shukla is facing an FIR in Mumbai and is being probed for allegedly tapping the phones of 
Rajya Sabha MP Raut and NCP leader Eknath Khadse in 2019, when she was heading the State Intelligence 
Department in Maharashtra.  
 
What are the laws covering surveillance in India?  
Communication surveillance in India takes place primarily under two laws:  

1. The Telegraph Act, 1885.  
2. The Information Technology Act, 2000. 

 
What does the Telegraph Act say?  
Basically, the Act deals with interception of calls.  

● Under this law, the government can intercept calls only in certain situations — the interests of the 
sovereignty and integrity of India, the security of the state, friendly relations with foreign states or 
public order, or for preventing incitement to the commission of an offence.  

● These are the same restrictions imposed on free speech under Article 19(2) of the Constitution.  
● The law also states that even this lawful interception cannot take place against journalists except 

under a few circumstances.  
The directions for interception remain in force, unless revoked earlier, for a period not exceeding 60 days. 
They may be renewed, but not beyond a total of 180 days.  
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Public Union for Civil Liberties v Union of India (1996):  
A public interest litigation was filed in the wake of the report on “Tapping of politicians phones” by the CBI.  

● So, the Supreme Court pointed out lack of procedural safeguards in the provisions of the Telegraph Act 
and laid down certain guidelines for interceptions.  

These guidelines formed the basis of introducing:  
1. Rule 419A in the Telegraph Rules in 2007.  
2. The rules prescribed under the IT Act in 2009.  

 
1. Rule 419A in the Telegraph Rules in 2007:  

A Secretary to the Government of India in the Ministry of Home Affairs can pass orders of interception in the 
case of Centre, and a secretary-level officer who is in-charge of the Home Department can issue such directives 
in the case of a state government.  

● In unavoidable circumstances such orders may be made by an officer, not below the rank of a Joint 
Secretary to the Government of India, who has been duly authorised by the Union Home Secretary or 
the state Home Secretary.  

 
2. IT Act, 2000:  

Under the IT Act, all electronic transmission of data can be intercepted.  
● Apart from the restrictions provided in Section 5(2) of the Telegraph Act and Article 19(2) of the 

Constitution, Section 69 the IT Act adds another aspect that makes it broader — interception, 
monitoring and decryption of digital information “for the investigation of an offence”.  

● Significantly, it dispenses with the condition precedent set under the Telegraph Act that requires “the 
occurrence of public emergency of the interest of public safety” which widens the ambit of powers 
under the law.  

 
Need for reforms and a comprehensive law on surveillance:  
A comprehensive law is needed to fill the gaps in the existing laws as highlighted by the Planning Commission. 
Currently, there are issues with:  

1. Permitted grounds.  
2. Rype of interception.  
3. Granularity of information that can be intercepted.  
4. The degree of assistance from service providers.  
5. The “destruction and retention” of intercepted material.  

 
Who can tap phones?  
In the states, police have the powers to tap phones. At the Centre, 10 agencies are authorised to do so: 
Intelligence Bureau, CBI, Enforcement Directorate, Narcotics Control Bureau, Central Board of Direct Taxes, 
Directorate of Revenue Intelligence, National Investigation Agency, R&AW, Directorate of Signal Intelligence, 
and the Delhi Police Commissioner. Tapping by any other agency would be considered illegal.  
 
Conclusion:  
Tapping is a serious invasion of an individual’s privacy. With the growth of highly sophisticated communication 
technology, the right to sold telephone conversation, in the privacy of one’s home or office without 
interference, is increasingly susceptible to abuse. Therefore, a comprehensive data protection law to address 
the gaps in existing frameworks for surveillance is to be enacted.  
 
Insta Curious: Do you know what the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) says about 
Surveillance? Reference:  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  
Key Provisions of:  

1. The Telegraph Act.  
2. IT Rules.  
3. Rule 419A.  

4. Section 69A of the IT Act.  
 
Mains Link: Discuss the concerns associated with 
telephone surveillance in India.  
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Link:https://www.google.com/amp/s/indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-rules-for-tapping-a-
phone-rashmi-shukla-ips-7882937/lite/.  
 

 Pradhan Mantri Jan-Aushadhi Yojana:  
Context:  
With a vision to provide quality 
medicines at an affordable rate for the 
common man especially the poor, Govt. 
has set a target to increase the number 
of Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Janaushadhi 
Kendras (PMBJKs) to 10000 by March 
2024.  
 
Background:  
Till 31.03.2022, the number of stores has 
increased to 8610. Under the PMBJP, all 
739 districts of the country have been 
covered. New applications have been 
invited to cover 3579 blocks of these 406 
districts.  
 
About PMBJP: 
It is a campaign launched by the Department of Pharmaceuticals of the Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilizers.  

● It seeks to provide quality medicines at affordable prices to the masses through special kendra’s 
known as Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Jan Aushadhi Kendra.  

● Initially launched in 2008, the scheme was rechristened in 2015.  
 
Key features of the scheme:  

1. Ensure access to quality medicines. 
2. Extend coverage of quality generic medicines so as to reduce the out of pocket expenditure on 

medicines and thereby redefine the unit cost of treatment per person. 
3. Create awareness about generic medicines through education and publicity so that quality is not 

synonymous with only high price. 
4. A public programme involving Government, PSUs, Private Sector, NGO, Societies, Co-operative Bodies 

and other Institutions. 
5. Create demand for generic medicines by improving access to better healthcare through low treatment 

cost and easy availability wherever needed in all therapeutic categories.  
 
Insta Curious: Did you know that the first WHO draft text on GMP was adopted in 1968? In 1969, when the 
World Health Assembly recommended the first version of the WHO Certification Scheme on the quality of 
pharmaceutical products moving in the global market, it accepted the WHO GMP as an integral part of the 
Scheme. Reference: read this.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. When was the scheme launched? 
2. When was it renamed? 
3. The scheme was launched by which 

Ministry? 

4. About BPPI- establishment and functions. 
5. What is a generic medicine? 

 
Mains Link: Discuss the need for and significance of 
Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Janaushadhi Priyojana 
(PMBJP). 

 

 IT Rules, 2021:  
Context:  
The Information & Broadcasting (I&B) Ministry has blocked 16 YouTube news channels, including six from 
Pakistan.  
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● Previously, it had blocked 78 YouTube news channels, including 18 from India, on various charges.  
 
Why?  
On charges of spreading false and unverified information to create panic, incite communal disharmony and 
disturb public order in the country.  
 
Legal basis:  
The action has been taken using emergency powers under Rule 18 of the IT Rules, 2021.  
 
Overview of the IT rules, 2021:  

1. It mandates a grievance redressal system for over the top (OTT) and digital portals in the country. This 
is necessary for the users of social media to raise their grievance against the misuse of social media.  

2. Significant social media firms have to appoint a chief compliance officer and have a nodal contact 
person who can be in touch with law enforcement agencies 24/7.  

3. A grievance officer: Social media platforms will also have to name a grievance officer who shall 
register the grievance within 24 hours and dispose of it in 15 days.  

4. Removal of content: If there are complaints against the dignity of users, particularly women - about 
exposed private parts of individuals or nudity or sexual act or impersonation etc - social media 
platforms will be required to remove that within 24 hours after a complaint is made.  

5. A monthly report: They also will have to publish a monthly report about the number of complaints 
received and the status of redressal.  

6. There will be three levels of regulation for news publishers -- self-regulation, a self-regulatory body, 
headed by a retired judge or an eminent person, and oversight from the Information and Broadcasting 
Ministry, including codes of practices and a grievance committee.  

 
What is a significant social media intermediary and benefits obtained under it?  
Social media companies with more than 50 lakh registered users will be considered ‘significant social media 
intermediaries’, as per the new norms.  
 
What happens in case of non compliance?  

● Social media giants such as Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and WhatsApp messenger could face a ban if 
they do not comply with the new Information Technology rules.  

● They also run the risk of losing their status as “intermediaries” and may become liable for criminal 
action if they do not comply with the revised regulations.  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Overview of the new rules.  
2. Who are intermediaries as per the 

definition?  
3. What is safe harbour protection?  

4. Grievance redressal mechanism as 
provided under the new rules.  

 
Mains Link: What are the concerns being raised 
against the new IT rules? Discuss ways to address 
these concerns.  

 

 Draft of New IT Act to be out soon:  
Context:  
In the first step towards overhauling the two-decade old IT Act, the government has said it will put up the draft 
of the proposed new legislative framework for public consultation as soon as next month.  
● The government is looking at a new legislative framework with the new rulemaking capabilities that deal 

with various issues related to the digital space, in a very modern, contemporary and harmonized way.  
 
Information Technology Act, 2000:  

● It is the primary law in India for matters related to cybercrime and e-commerce.  
● The act was enacted to give legal sanction to electronic commerce and electronic transactions, to 

enable e-governance, and also to prevent cybercrime.  
● Under this law, for any crime involving a computer or a network located in India, foreign nationals can 

also be charged.  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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● The law prescribes penalties for various cybercrimes and fraud through digital/electronic format.  
● It also gives legal recognition to digital signatures.  

 
The flaws of IT Act 2000 are:  
Privacy issues: The IT Act also doesn’t address privacy issues – privacy is now a fundamental right and the law 
needs to specifically address privacy concerns, but that’s not the case.  
Poor protection of cybersecurity: The Indian IT Act is not a cybersecurity law and therefore does not deal with 
the nuances of cybersecurity.  
Lack of expertise: Regular police personnel, specifically any officer holding the rank of inspector, are 
responsible for investigating nefarious online activities.  
Section 66A of the IT Act: In Shreya Singhal vs. Union of India (2015), the Supreme court struck down Section 
66A of the IT Act.  
 
Need of the hour:  

Insta Curious: Do you know about ‘ 
Doctrine of Revival’? Read Here.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  
1. About Section 66A of the IT Act.  
2. About Articles 19 and 21 of the 
Constitution.  
3. Shreya Singhal case is related to?  
4. New IT Act.  
 
Mains Link: Discuss why Section 66A of 

the IT Act was struck down by the Supreme Court.  
 
Link: https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehindu.com/opinion/interview/india-needs-a-plan-so-we-are-
not-vulnerable-to-the-splinternet-rajeev-chandrasekhar/article65357486.ece/amp/.  
 

 Defence Acquisition Procedure:  
Context:  
Defence Acquisition Procedure (DAP) 2020 has been amended based on the approvals accorded by Defence 
Acquisition Council (DAC) in respect of the following:  

1. Going forward all modernisation requirements of the Defence Services and Indian Coast Guard are to 
be indigenously sourced irrespective of the nature of procurement.  

2. Import of defence equipment/sourcing from Foreign Industry of capital acquisitions should only be an 
exception and undertaken with specific approval of DAC/Raksha Mantri.  

3. Requirement of Integrity Pact Bank Guarantee (IPBG) has been dispensed with. Instead, Earnest Money 
Deposit (EMD) will be taken as a bid security for all acquisition cases with Acceptance of Necessity 
(AoN) cost more than Rs 100 crore.  

 
DAP 2020: 

● The new policy superseded the Defence Procurement Procedure of 2016 from October 1.  
● The DAP contains policies and procedures for procurement and acquisition from the capital budget of 

the MoD in order to modernise the Armed Forces including the Coast Guard. 
 
Highlights of the new policy:  

1. Reservations for Indigenous firms: 
The policy reserves several procurement categories for indigenous firms. 
DAP 2020 defines an “Indian vendor” as a company that is owned and controlled by resident Indian citizens, 
with foreign direct investment (FDI) not more than 49 per cent. 
 

2. New Buy (Global–Manufacture in India) category:  
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This stipulates indigenisation of at least 50 per cent of the overall contract value of a foreign purchase bought 
with the intention of subsequently building it in India with technology transfer. 
 

3. Greater indigenous content:  
It promotes greater indigenous content in arms and equipment of the military procures, including equipment 
manufactured in India under licence. In most acquisition categories, DAP-2020 stipulates 10 per cent higher 
indigenisation than DPP 2016.  
 

4. Import embargo list:  
The “import embargo list” of 101 items that the government promulgated last month has been specifically 
incorporated into DAP 2020. (An embargo is a government order that restricts commerce with a specified 
country or the exchange of specific goods.) 
 

5. Offset liability:  
The government has decided not to have an offset clause in procurement of defence equipment if the deal is 
done through inter-government agreement (IGA), government-to-government or an ab initio single vendor.  

● The offset clause requires a foreign vendor to invest a part of the contract value in India.  
 
Insta Curious: The Union Cabinet, in 2021, approved enhanced delegation of financial powers for capital 
procurement to senior officers below the rank of Vice-Chief of armed forces.  
 
Under the Other Capital Procurement Procedure of Defence Acquisition Procedure-2020:  

1. Financial powers up to ₹100 crore have been delegated to Army Commanders and equivalent of other 
services and regional Commanders, Coast Guard.  

2. Powers up to ₹200 crore have been delegated to Deputy Chief of Army Staff (CD &S), Master General 
Sustenance, Chief of Material, Air Officer Maintenance, Deputy Chief, Integrated Defence Staff and 
additional director general of Coast Guard.  

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What is offset liability? 
2. What is Base Control Price? 
3. Is DAP 2020 applicable for Coast Guard? 

4. Dhirendra Singh committee was 
constituted for? 

 
Mains Link: Discuss the significance of the policy.

 

 BharatNet project:  
Context:  
The delay in the Bharatnet project, aimed at connecting gram panchayats through broadband, has resulted in a 
cost escalation from Rs 20,100 crore to Rs 61,109 crore.  
● This is partly due to the ineffectiveness of Bharat Broadband Network (BBNL), the entity set up to 

implement the project to connect 250,000 gram panchayats with optic fibre, for high-speed broadband 
connectivity.  

● With BBNL not delivering the desired results, the government now plans to merge BBNL with BSNL. The 
merger is expected to yield better synergies and coordination.  

 
Need for:  

● BBNL was incorporated in February 2012 as a special purpose vehicle for implementing the national 
optical fibre network (now renamed Bharatnet). But ostensibly due to poor coordination between 
multiple agencies, BBNL has failed to meet targets.  

● The Union Cabinet had approved the project on October 25, 2011 and it was to be completed in three 
years. But even after 11 years, only around 172,000 gram panchayats have been made service-ready.  

 
About BharatNet:  

1. BharatNet Project was originally launched in 2011 as the National Optical Fibre Network(NOFN) and 
renamed as Bharat-Net in 2015.  

2. It seeks to provide connectivity to 2.5 lakh Gram Panchayats (GPs) through optical fibre.  
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3. It is a flagship mission implemented by Bharat Broadband Network Ltd. (BBNL).  
4. The objective is to facilitate the delivery of e-governance, e-health, e-education, e-banking, Internet 

and other services to rural India.  
 
The larger vision of the project is:  

● To establish a highly scalable network infrastructure accessible on a non-discriminatory basis.  
● To provide on demand, affordable broadband connectivity of 2 Mbps to 20 Mbps for all households 

and on demand capacity to all institutions.  
● To realise the vision of Digital India, in partnership with States and the private sector.  

 
Implementation:  
The project is a Centre-State collaborative project, with the States contributing free Rights of Way for 
establishing the Optical Fibre Network.  
The entire project is being funded by Universal service Obligation Fund (USOF), which was set up for improving 
telecom services in rural and remote areas of the country.  
 
Insta Curious: Do you know what Dark Fibre is? Read Here 
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About BharatNet.  
2. Objectives and implementation.  
3. About USOF.  

4. About BBNL.  
 
Mains Link: Discuss the significance of BharatNet 
Project.  

 

 Karnataka anti-cow slaughter legislation:  
Context:  
Accusing the Government of creating fear psychosis among farmers using the Karnataka Prevention of 
Slaughter and Preservation of Cattle Act, a convention of dairy farmers has demanded that the legislation be 
scrapped at the earliest in their interest.  
 
Concerns:  

● Police were harassing farmers by using the provisions of the legislation.  
● While farmers are under watch by banning cow slaughter, the sale and export of beef by corporates 

has not been banned.  
● Farmers are banned from selling their cows to slaughter houses even if they were infertile. This results 

in more number of farmers, particularly dairy farmers, quitting agriculture and allied activities.  
● Even the transport of cattle had become difficult as farmers needed to take permission from various 

authorities concerned even for it.  
 
What are the demands?  
The Government should buy infertile cows from farmers at market rates till it withdraws the legislation.  

● The word ‘cattle’ in the legislation is defined as “cow, calf of a cow and bull, bullock, and he or she 
buffalo below the age of 13 years”.  

 
Controversial Provisions: 
Who has the power to conduct searches? 
● Police officers ranked sub-inspector and above or a competent authority will have the power to search 

premises and seize cattle and materials used or intended to use to commit the offence. 
● Such seizures, if any, will then be reported before the Sub Divisional Magistrate without unreasonable 

delay. 
 
What are the penalties? 
● It is a cognizable offence, violators can attract three to seven years of imprisonment. 
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● While a penalty between Rs 50,000 and Rs 5 lakh can be levied for the first offence, second and subsequent 
offences can attract penalties ranging 
between Rs 1 lakh and Rs 10 lakh. 

 
Dairy economics:  
● The sector that will take the largest hit from 

the legislation is the dairy industry. India’s 
dairy industry is massive with an annual 
turnover of Rs 6.5 lakh crore – making it by 
far India’s largest agricultural product.  

● India’s farmers earn more from dairy than 
wheat and rice put together. India has almost 
as many bovines as people in the United 
States with one for every four Indians.  

● The problem with the bill is that that slaughter is integral to the dairy industry’s economic functioning. 
Dairy farming in India functions on small margins. As a result, the upkeep of unproductive animals would 
throw their bottom lines out of alignment.  

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Key features of the Bill. 
2. Similar laws by other states. 
3. India's milk production and consumption. 
4. White revolution- features and impacts. 

 

Mains Link: Discuss the rationale behind and 
implications of such laws. 
 
Link:https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehin
du.com/news/national/karnataka/dairy-farmers-
demand-withdrawal-of-anti-cow-slaughter-
legislation/article65364118.ece/amp/.  

 

 Issues surrounding sedition:  
Context:  
NCP chief Sharad Pawar recently created a stir with his affidavit before the Bhima Koregaon inquiry 
commission, wherein he said that the archaic sedition law should be repealed.  

● He said there were acts like Unlawful Activities Prevention Act (UAPA) in place that could effectively 
deal with these activities.  

 
Need for:  

● The section is being more misused than used these days; anyone who criticises the government is 
arrested under the stringent sedition.  

● In most of the cases innocents were being framed.  
● If one looks at the recent cases where the sedition charges have been invoked, then most of them are 

fairly covered under other law and order provisions.  
 
Arguments in Support of Section 124A:  

● Section 124A of the IPC has its utility in combating anti-national, secessionist and terrorist elements.  
● It protects the elected government from attempts to overthrow the government with violence and 

illegal means. The continued existence of the government established by law is an essential condition 
of the stability of the State.  

● If contempt of court invites penal action, contempt of government should also attract punishment.  
● Many districts in different states face a maoist insurgency and rebel groups virtually run a parallel 

administration. These groups openly advocate the overthrow of the state government by revolution.  
Against this backdrop, the abolition of Section 124A would be ill-advised merely because it has been wrongly 
invoked in some highly publicized cases.  
 
What is sedition?  
Section 124A of the IPC states, "Whoever, by words, either spoken or written, or by signs, or by visible 
representation, or otherwise, brings or attempts to bring into hatred or contempt, or excites or attempts to 
excite disaffection towards, the government established by law in shall be punished with imprisonment for life, 
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to which fine may be added, or with imprisonment which may extend to three years, to which fine may be 
added, or with fine."  
 
Need for a proper definition?  
The sedition law has been in controversy for far too long. Often the governments are criticized for using the 
law — Section 124-A of the Indian Penal Code (IPC) — against vocal critics of their policies.  

● Therefore, this Section is seen as a restriction of individuals' freedom of expression and falls short of 
the provisions of reasonable restrictions on freedom of speech under Article 19 of the Constitution.  

The law has been in debate ever since it was brought into force by the colonial British rulers in 1860s. Several 
top freedom movement leaders including Mahatma Gandhi and Jawaharlal Nehru were booked under the 
sedition law.  

1. Mahatma Gandhi described it as the “prince among the political sections of the Indian Penal Code 
designed to suppress the liberty of the citizen.”  

2. Nehru had described it as “highly objectionable and obnoxious” which “should have no place in any 
body of laws that we might pass”. Nehru said, “The sooner we get rid of it the better.”  

 
Relevant Supreme Court judgements:  

1. The Kedar Nath Singh vs State of Bihar case 
(1962):  

While dealing with offences under Section 124A of the 
IPC, a five-judge Supreme Court constitutional bench 
had, in the Kedar Nath Singh vs State of Bihar case 
(1962), laid down some guiding principles.  
● The court ruled that comments-however strongly 

worded-expressing disapprobation of the actions 
of the government without causing public disorder 
by acts of violence would not be penal.  

 
2. The Balwant Singh vs State of Punjab (1995) 

case:  
In this case, the Supreme Court had clarified that 
merely shouting slogans, in this case Khalistan 
Zindabad, does not amount to sedition. Evidently, the 
sedition law is being both misunderstood and misused 
to muzzle dissent.  
 
Recent views of Supreme Court:  
The Supreme Court, in June 2021, said “it is time to 
define the limits of sedition”.  

● The observation was made while dealing with 
the writ petitions filed by two news channels seeking the quashing of FIR and contempt petitions.  

 
General observations made by the Court on Sedition:  

● It is time we define the limits of sedition.  
● Provisions of 124A (sedition) and 153 (promoting enmity between classes) of the IPC require 

interpretation, particularly on the issue of the rights of press and free speech.  
 
Insta Curious: Do you know how Mr. K.M. Mushshi’s Amendment had removed ‘Sedition’ from the Constitution 
And how a SC judgement brought back Sedition Law in India? Read Here 
Despite having so many negatives, why do we still have this law? Read here:  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Where is sedition defined?  
2. Section 124A of the IPC is related to?  

3. Section 153 of the IPC is related to?  
4. Relevant Supreme Court judgments.  
5. Article 19 of the Indian Constitution.  
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Mains Link: Discuss the issues associated with the 
imposition of Sedition law in India.  
 

Topics: Development processes and the development industry- the role of NGOs, SHGs, 
various groups and associations, donors, charities, institutional and other stakeholders. 

 Amendments to the Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Act:  
Context:  
The Supreme Court on Friday upheld the 2020 amendments made to the Foreign Contribution (Regulation) 
Act 2010, which introduced restrictions in the handling of foreign contributions by organizations in India.  

● The judgment came in response to PILs challenging the Foreign Contriubtion(Regulation) Amendment 
Act 2020(Noel Harper and others versus Union of India and connected cases).  

 
The challenge was primarily to the following amendments:  

1. Amendment to Section 7, which forbids a recipient of foreign contribution from transferring the same 
to any other entity.  

2. Amendment to Section 8(1)(b), which reduces the limit of usage of foreign contribution for 
administrative expenses from 50% to 20%(not much pressed during arguments).  

3. Amendment to proviso to Section 11(2), which states that the Centre can direct an organization to not 
utilize foreign contributions pending an inquiry on suspected violations.  

4. Newly added Section 12 & 17 which state that the foreign contributions must be deposited in the FCRA 
account created in the specified branch of the scheduled bank, which was later notified as the New 
Delhi Branch of the State Bank of India.  

5. Newly added Section 12A which empowers Centre to obtain Aaadhaar numbers of the key 
functionaries of organization for approval.  

 
What did the centre say?  
While the petitioners challenged the amendments as arbitrary and stringent and making the functioning of 
NGOs extremely difficult, the Central Government said that the changes in the law were necessary to prevent 
malpractices and diversion of funds by NGOs. 
 
How FCRA regulates NGO funding?  
FCRA regulates foreign donations and ensures that such contributions do not adversely affect the internal 
security of the country.  
The Act, first enacted in 1976 was amended in the year 2010 and then 2020.  
Section 5 of the Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Act, 2010 gives the Union government “unchecked and 
unbridled powers” to declare an organisation as being one of political nature and deny it access to funds from 
sources abroad.  

● FCRA is implemented by the Ministry of Home Affairs.  
 
Applicability:  

● The provisions of the Act apply to the territory of India, to citizens of India who may be outside India 
and to companies or their branches outside India that are registered or incorporated in India.  

● The entities covered by the Act include an individual, a Hindu undivided family, an association, or a 
registered company.  

 
For how long is approval granted?  
Once granted, FCRA registration is valid for five years. NGOs are expected to apply for renewal within six 
months of the date of expiry of registration. In case of failure to apply for renewal, the registration is deemed 
to have expired, and the NGO is no longer entitled to receive foreign funds or utilise its existing funds without 
permission from the ministry.  
 
Prior Reference Category under the Act:  
It implies that to donate to such an NGO, a foreign donor has to take prior clearance from the Ministry of Home 
Affairs.  
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What Is A Foreign Contribution Under FCRA?  
● “Foreign contribution" under FCRA covers any “donation, delivery or transfer made by any foreign source 

of any article" as long as it is not given as a gift for personal use, or if its market value in India at the time it 
was made is “not more than such sum as may be specified from time to time by the Central government".  

Exceptions:  
● Any currency, or security can fall under the ambit of the Act though it excludes any money received “by 

way of fee or towards cost in lieu of goods or services rendered by such person in the ordinary course of his 
business, trade or commerce whether within India or outside India".  

● Neither are donations made by Non-Resident Indians (NRIs) considered to be “foreign contribution" 
although a donation from a person of Indian origin who has assumed foreign nationality is treated as as 
“foreign contribution".  

 
Who Cannot Receive Foreign Contribution?  
A host of entities are barred from receiving foreign funds, including election candidates, those connected with 
a registered newspaper, judges, government servants or employees of any entity controlled or owned by the 
government and members of any legislature. Political parties and their office bearers, too, are prohibited from 
receiving foreign funds.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About FCRA.  
2. About Foreign Funding of NGOs.  
3. Applicability of FCRA.  
4. Who Cannot Receive Foreign Contribution?  
5. FCRA Amendments.  

6. What Is A Foreign Contribution Under 
FCRA?  

7. Prior Reference Category.  
 
Mains Link: Discuss the major provisions of the 
Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Act (FCRA) and 
the need for such legislation.  

 

Topics: Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and States 
and the performance of these schemes. 

 State of denotified tribes:  
Context:  
A standing committee of Parliament, in its report, has criticised the functioning of the development 
programme for de-notified, nomadic and semi-nomadic tribes.  
 
Who are de-notified, nomadic and semi-nomadic tribes?  
They are communities that were ‘notified’ as being ‘born criminals’ during the British regime under a series of 
laws starting with the Criminal Tribes Act of 1871.  

● They are the most vulnerable and deprived.  
 
Measures for their welfare:  
1. The National Commission for De-notified, Nomadic and Semi-Nomadic Tribes (NCDNT) was constituted in 

2006. It was headed by Balkrishna Sidram Renke.  
2. Scheme for economic empowerment of DNT communities: It has been formulated to provide coaching, 

health insurance, facilitate livelihood and financial assistance for construction of homes for the members of 
DNT.  

3. The Development and Welfare Board for De-notified, Nomadic and Semi-Nomadic Communities 
(DWBDNC) has been set up in 2019 under the Societies Registration Act, 1860 under the aegis of Ministry 
of Social Justice and Empowerment for the purpose of implementing welfare programmes.  

4. A committee has been set up by the NITI Aayog to complete the process of identification.  
5. Ethnographic studies of DNCs are being conducted by the Anthropological Survey of India, with a budget 

of Rs 2.26 crore sanctioned.  
 
What are the issues now?  
1. Lack of Constitutional Support: These tribes somehow escaped the attention of our Constitution makers 

and thus got deprived of the Constitutional support unlike Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes.  
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2. No categorisation: A number of these tribes are categorised under SC, ST and OBC, many are not. 
However, 269 DNT communities are not covered under any reserved categories.  

3. No money spent in 2021-22 under the Scheme for economic empowerment of DNT communities.  
4. Budgetary allocation has been reduced to Rs 28 crore for 2022-23 against the budgetary allocation of Rs 

50 crore for 2021-22.  
5. Issues with the functioning of the Development and Welfare Board for De-notified, Nomadic and Semi-

Nomadic Communities (DWBDNC).  
6. There is no permanent commission for these communities.  
 
Their numbers:  

● The Renke commission estimated their population at around 10.74 crore based on Census 2001.  
● 1,262 communities have been identified as de-notified, nomadic and semi-nomadic.  

 
Reasons for their deprivation:  

● These communities are largely politically ‘quiet’. They lack vocal leadership and also lack the patronage 
of a national leader.  

● Lack of education.  
● Small and scattered numbers.  

 
Associated commissions and committees:  
Criminal Tribes Inquiry Committee, 1947 constituted in the United Provinces (now Uttar Pradesh), 
Ananthasayanam Ayyangar Committee in 1949 (it was based on the report of this committee the Criminal 
Tribes Act was repealed), and Kaka Kalelkar Commission (also called first OBC Commission) constituted in 
1953.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Denotified tribes.  
2. Forest laws.  
3. National Commission for De-notified, 

Nomadic and Semi-Nomadic Tribes 
(NCDNT).  

4. Criminal Tribes Act of 1871.  
5. The Development and Welfare Board for 

De-notified, Nomadic and Semi-Nomadic 
Communities (DWBDNC).  

6. Scheme for economic empowerment of 
DNC.  

 
Mains Link: Discuss the challenges faced by 
Nomadic Tribes in India Today.  
 
Link:https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/st
ate-of-denotified-tribes-house-panel-development-
programme-7854312/lite/.  

 

 Stand Up India Scheme:  
Context:  
On 5th April 2016, The Stand-up India scheme was launched by the Indian government. On 5th April 2022, it 
completed six years.  
 
Accomplishments of this scheme:  

1. Under this scheme over 1.33 lakh new job-creators and entrepreneurs have been facilitated.  
2. Over 1 lakh women entrepreneurs have benefited under this scheme in the last six years.  
3. Under this scheme, Rs. 30,160 crores have been sanctioned by the government to a total of 1,33,995 

accounts up to 21st March 2022.  
4. Out of the total sanctioned accounts, 6,435 accounts belonged to ST borrowers with Rs 1373.71 crore 

sanctioned and 19,310 accounts belonged to SC borrowers with Rs 3976.84 crore sanctioned.  
5. To 1,08,250 women entrepreneurs who held accounts, Rs. 24809.89 crore has been sanctioned.  

 
About the 'Stand Up India Scheme':  

● Launched in 2016.  
● It seeks to promote entrepreneurship at the grass-root level of economic empowerment and job 

creation.  
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● Aim: To leverage the institutional credit structure to reach out to the underserved sector of people 
such as SCs, STs and Women Entrepreneurs.  

● The offices of SIDBI and NABARD shall be designated Stand-Up Connect Centres (SUCC).  
● Loans under the scheme are available for only Greenfield projects.  

 
The objective of the scheme is:  
To facilitate loans from Scheduled Commercial Banks (SCBs) of value between Rs 10 lakh and Rs 1 crore to at 
least one SC or ST borrower and one woman borrower per bank branch for setting up green field enterprises 
in manufacturing, service or trading sector.  
 
Eligibility:  

● SC/ST and/or women entrepreneurs; above 18 years of age.  
● Loans under the scheme are available for only Greenfield projects.  
● BoBorrower should not be in default to any bank or financial institution.  
● In case of non-individual enterprises, at least 51% of the shareholding and controlling stake should be 

held by either an SC/ST or Woman entrepreneur.  
 
Insta Curious: Do you know about Startup India Seed Fund Scheme? Reference:  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Key features of the scheme. 
2. Eligibility. 

3. Benefits. 
 
Mains Link: Discuss the significance of the scheme.  

 

 Mission Vatsalya:  
Context:  
The Ministry of Women and Child Development has sent its draft guidelines for Mission Vatsalya Scheme to 
States and Union Territories to seek their suggestions.  

● Mission Vatsalya  is one of the new triad of schemes along with Mission Shakti, and Poshan 2.0, that 
aims at securing a healthy and happy childhood for every child.  

● It focuses on Child Protection Services and child welfare services.  
● It is essentially a renamed version of the pre-existing scheme called Child Protection Services.  

 
Objectives of the Mission:  

1) To secure a healthy and happy childhood for every child in India.  
2) To foster a sensitive, supportive and synchronized ecosystem for the development of children.  
3) To assist States/UTs in delivering the mandate of the Juvenile Justice Act 2015.  
4) To achieve the SDG goals.  

 
Components:  
It will include statutory bodies; service delivery structures; institutional care/services; non-institutional 
community-based care; emergency outreach services (through Childline or the national helpline 1098 for 
children); training and capacity building.  
 
Implementation:  

● Under the mission, the Government plans to partner with the private sector as well as volunteer 
groups for its scheme for the protection of vulnerable children such as those abandoned or missing.  

● For this, a Vatsalya portal will be developed that will allow volunteers to register so that State and 
District Authorities can engage them in executing various schemes.  

 

 Pradhan Mantri Dakshta Aur Kushalta Sampann Hitgrahi (PM-DAKSH) 
Yojana:  

Context:  
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The youth, owing to their educational backwardness, are finding difficulties to obtain employment with good 
compensation after undergoing short-term skilling courses.  

● In this background, the government has highlighted the need for and significance of this scheme.  
 
About the scheme:  
1. The scheme is being implemented by the Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment from the year 

2020-21.  
2. Under the scheme, eligible target groups are being provided skill development training programmes on up-

skilling/reskilling, short term training programme, long term training programme and entrepreneurship 
development program (EDP).  

3. Eligibility: Marginalized persons of SC, OBC, Economically Backward Classes, De-notified tribes, Sanitation 
workers including waste pickers, manual scavengers, transgenders and other similar categories.  

 
Significance and the need for the scheme:  
1. Most of the persons of target group are having minimal economic assets; therefore, provision of training 

and enhancing their competencies is essential for economic empowerment/ upliftment of these 
marginalized target groups.  

2. Many of the persons of target group belong to the category of rural artisans who have become 
marginalized owing to coming of better technologies in market.  

3. There is also a need to empower the women amongst the target group, who, due to their overall domestic 
compulsions, cannot be involved in wage employment which normally involves long working hours and 
sometimes migration to other cities.  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Eligibility.  
2. Key features. 

3. Benefits of the scheme.  
 
Mains Link: Discuss the significance of the scheme.  

 

 Telangana Dalit Bandhu scheme:  
Context:  
Dalit activists from across India have appreciated Dalit Bandhu scheme.  

● It is a scheme to uplift Dalits on all fronts and therefore activists have demanded the scheme be 
extended at the national level.  

 
What is the Telangana Dalit Bandhu scheme?  
● Dalit Bandhu enables entrepreneurship among Dalits through a direct benefit transfer of Rs 10 lakh per 

family.  
● This is going to be the biggest cash transfer scheme in the country. 
● To promote Dalit entrepreneurship, the government has decided to start a system of reservation for Dalits 

in sectors where the government issues licences. This includes wine shops, medical shops, fertiliser shops, 
rice mills, etc.  

 
Dalit Security Fund:  

● Apart from monetary assistance, the government plans to create a corpus called the Dalit Security Fund 
permanently to support the beneficiary in the event of any adversities.  

● This fund will be managed by the district collector concerned, along with a committee of beneficiaries.  
 
Why has the Dalit Bandhu scheme faced criticism?  
The intentions and rationale behind the scheme are being questioned. The government has also faced 
criticisms for failing to uphold existing legislation and schemes for the protection and empowerment of Dalits.  
 
Insta Curious: How the word 'Dalit' traces its Origin in Gandhi and Ambedkar's Poona Pact? Reference:  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Key features of the scheme.  
2. Eligibility.  
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3. Benefits.  
 

Mains Link: Discuss the significance of the scheme.  

 

 Midday meal and supplements:  
Context:  
From the next academic session, 
Karnataka is likely to become the 
13th state to provide eggs under 
the midday meal scheme.  
● The proposal comes on the 

back of successive surveys 
pointing out high prevalence of 
malnutrition, anemia and low 
immunity among children in 
many parts of the state.  

● The National Family Health 
Survey-V found 35% children 
under five stunted, and around 20% wasted.  

 
PM Poshan/midday meal scheme:  

● Midday meal scheme was renamed PM Poshan Shakti Nirman or PM Poshan in 2021.  
● It was launched on August 15 1995 as a centrally sponsored scheme.  
● Coverage: Initially, it was launched for students up to Class 5. In 2007, the UPA government expanded 

it to Class 8.  
● The Scheme comes under the Ministry of HRD.  

 
History:  

1. The first initiative to provide meals to children had been taken by the erstwhile Madras Municipal 
Corporation around 1920.  

2. In post-Independence India, Tamil Nadu was again the pioneer, with Chief Minister K Kamaraj rolling 
out a school feeding scheme in 1956.  

3. Kerala had a school lunch scheme run by a humanitarian agency from 1961.  
4. The state government officially took over the initiative on December 1, 1984, making Kerala the second 

state in the country to have a school lunch programme.  
 
What is the scale of the scheme today?  

● The scheme covers 11.80 crore children across Classes 1 to 8 (age group 6 to 14) in11.20 lakh 
government and government-aided schools and those run by local bodies.  

● In the Budget for 2022-23, the Centre has earmarked Rs 10,233 crore for the scheme, while the states 
are expected to spend Rs 6,277 crore.  

 
Legal rights:  

● It is guaranteed under the provisions of the National Food Security Act, 2013 (NFSA).  
● It is also based on the Supreme Court’s ruling in People’s Union of Civil Liberties vs Union of India and 

Others (2001).  
 
Calories requirements:  

● For children in primary grades: at least 450 calories and 12 gm protein.  
● For upper primary children, the requirements are 700 calories and 20 gm protein.  

 
Implementation:  
Under the rules, the allocation of Rs 4.97 per child per day (primary classes) and Rs 7.45 (upper primary) are 
shared in 60:40 ratio with states and UTs with a legislature, and 90:10 with the Northeastern states, Jammu 
and Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh and Uttarakhand, while the Centre bears 100% of the costs in UTs without 
legislature.  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2021/10/01/pm-poshan-shakti-nirman-scheme/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/09/08/mid-day-meal-scheme/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2021/10/01/pm-poshan-shakti-nirman-scheme/


 

www.insightsonindia.com       70  InsightsIAS 

● But the states and UTs that supplement the meals with additional items such as milk and eggs 
contribute more.  

● Components such as payments to cooks and workers are also split in the same ratio between the 
Centre and states.  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Origin of MDMS.  
2. When was it renamed?  
3. Difference between centrally sponsored 

and Central sector schemes? What kind of 
scheme of the MDMS?  

4. Financing under the scheme.  
5. Nutritional norms prescribed.  
6. Coverage under the scheme.  

7. Responsibility to pay food security 
allowance under the scheme.  

 
Mains Link: Discuss the significance of Mid-Day 
Meal scheme.  
 
Link:https://www.google.com/amp/s/indianexpres
s.com/article/explained/explained-midday-meal-
supplements-7866668/lite/.  

 

 ‘SVANidhi se Samriddhi’ program:  
Context:  
The Union Government has launched the ‘SVANidhi se Samriddhi’ program in additional 126 cities across 14 
States/ UTs.  
 
About the ‘SVANidhi se Samriddhi’:  

● It is an additional program of PMSVANidhi.  
● Launched under the Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs.  
● Implementing Partner: Quality Council of India (QCI).  
● During Phase 1 of the program, it covered 125 cities, covering approximately 35 Lakh Street vendors 

and their families.  
● Aim: To provide social security benefits to street vendors for their holistic development and socio-

economic upliftment.  
● Under the program, socio-economic profiling of PM SVANidhi beneficiaries and their families is 

conducted to assess their eligibility for Eight Government of India’s welfare schemes and facilitate 
sanctions of eligible schemes.  

 
These Eight schemes include:  
1) Pradhan Mantri Jeevan Jyoti Bima Yojana.  
2) PM Suraksha Bima Yojana.  
3) Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana.  
4) Building and other Construction Workers (Regulation of Employment and Conditions of Service) Act (BOCW).  
5) Pradhan Mantri Shram Yogi Maandhan Yojana.  
6) National Food Security Act (NFSA)-portability benefit – One Nation One Ration Card (ONORC).  
7) Janani Suraksha Yojana and 8) Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana.  
 
PM SVANidhi Scheme:  
It is a special micro-credit facility plan to provide affordable loan of up to ₹10,000 to more than 50 lakh street 
vendors, who had their businesses operational on or before 24 March 2020.  
● Small Industries Development Bank of India is the technical partner for implementation of this scheme.  
● It will manage the credit guarantee to the lending institutions through Credit Guarantee Fund Trust for 

Micro and Small Enterprises.  
 
Loans under the scheme: 
● Under the scheme, vendors can avail working capital loan of up to ₹10,000, which is repayable in monthly 

installments within one year.  
● On timely/early repayment of the loan, an interest subsidy of 7% per annum will be credited to the bank 

accounts of beneficiaries through Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT) on six-months basis.  
● There will be no penalty on early repayment of loan.  
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Eligibility:  
The scheme is applicable to vendors, hawkers, thelewalas, rehriwalas, theliphadwalas in different 
areas/contexts who supply goods and services. Street vendors belonging to the surrounding peri-urban/rural 
areas are also included.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. PMSVANidhi.  
2. Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan.  

3. Economic Stimulus-II.  
4. Issues related to Development.  
5. Government Policies and Interventions.  
6. Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan.  

 

Topics: Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services relating 
to Health, Education, Human Resources. 

 New India Literacy Programme:  
Context: 
The Union of India has approved a Centrally Sponsored Scheme, namely, “New India Literacy Programme 
(NILP)”.  

● The NILP has been approved for the next five financial years (2022-27) in order to integrate all the 
aspects of adult education with the National Education Policy, 2020 (NEP).  

● The Education ministry has chosen to use 'Education for All' rather than 'Adult Education,' since the 
previous terminology was not applicable to 
non-literates aged 15 and above.  

 
Objectives: 
It aims to support the States and Union Territories in 
promoting literacy among non-literates in the age 
group of 15 and above.  
Coverage: 
It will cover across the country covering 5 crore non-
literates during the implementation period from 
2022-23 to 2026-27.  
Funding:  
The scheme has been approved with a financial 
outlay of Rs.1037.90 crore including Central share of 
Rs.700.00 crore and State share of Rs.337.90 crore.  
 
The scheme has five components namely:  

1. Foundational Literacy and Numeracy.  
2. Critical Life Skills. 
3. Vocational Skills Development.  
4. Basic Education.   
5. Continuing Education.  

 
The salient features of the NILP are: 
1. Involvement of school students, pre-service students of Higher Education Institutions (HEIs), school 

teachers, Anganwadi and ASHA workers.  
2. School to be unit for implementation of the scheme.  
3. Use of ICT and online implementation of the scheme through ‘Online Teaching Learning and Assessment 

System’ (OTLAS) material and resources through digital modes, viz, TV, radio, cell phone-based free/open-
source Apps/portals, etc.  

 
Implementation:  
● The scheme will be implemented through volunteerism through online mode.  
● The training, orientation, workshops of volunteers, may be organized through face-to-face mode. All 

material and resources shall be provided digitally.  
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● School will be Unit for implementation of the scheme.  
● Schools to be used for conducting surveys of beneficiaries and Voluntary Teachers.  
 
Need for:  

● As per Census 2011, the absolute number of non-literates of the country in 15 years and above age 
group is 25.76 crore (Male 9.08 crore, Female 16.68 crore).  

● Also, in consideration of the progress of persons certified as literates being to the tune of 7.64 crore 
under the Saakshar Bharat programme implemented during 2009-10 to 2017-18, it is estimated that 
currently around 18.12 crore adults are still non-literate in India.  

 

 Why the WHO suspended Covaxin?  
Context:  
The WHO has suspended Covid-19 vaccine Covaxin's supply through UN agencies, after an inspection flagged 
issues relating to manufacturing.  
 
When was it approved?  
● Covaxin had got emergency use listing (EUL) from the 

WHO in November 2021 as it met the standards set by the 
WHO for protection against the coronavirus disease.  

● The WHO’s EUL is also a prerequisite for a vaccine to be 
part of supply under COVAX initiative.  

● The licence thus paved the way for Bharat Biotech to 
supply Covaxin to UN agencies including through COVAX.  

 
What's the issue now?  
● At the time the EUL for Covaxin was granted, however, the 

WHO had not done an inspection.  
● The inspection was done in March 2022, based on which 

the WHO has announced the suspension of supply of 
Covaxin through UN procurement agencies.  

● In its inspection, the WHO found deficiencies in good 
manufacturing practices (GMP).  

 
What is GMP?  
Good Manufacturing Practice (GMP) is a system for ensuring that products are consistently produced and 
controlled according to quality standards. It is designed to minimize the risks involved in any pharmaceutical 
production that cannot be eliminated through testing the final product.  
● More than 100 countries have incorporated the WHO GMP provisions into their national medicines laws, 

and many more countries have adopted its provisions and approach in defining their own national GMP 
requirements.  

● The WHO GMP continues to be used as a basis for the WHO Certification Scheme and prequalification of 
vaccines for procurement by UN agencies.  

 
About COVAXIN:  
Covaxin is a whole virion-inactivated vaccine against SARS-CoV-2, developed in partnership with the Indian 
Council of Medical Research and the National Institute of Virology, Pune.   
 
Insta Curious: What is emergency use authorisation (EUA)? How is it regulated in India? Reference.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Antigens vs Antibodies.  
2. How a vaccine works?  
3. Types of vaccines.  
4. About DGCI.  

5. Procedure to be followed for vaccine 
approval in India.  

 
Link:https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/w
orld-health-organization-covaxin-suspension-
coronavirus-7852938/lite/.  
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 Nipah Virus:  
Context:  
Scientists at Pune’s Indian Council of Medical Research – National Institute of Virology were able to detect the 
presence of IgG antibodies against Nipah virus infection (NiV) in 51 bats that were captured from Karnataka, 
Kerala, Tamil Nadu and Puducherry.  
 
What is Nipah?  

● It is a zoonotic virus (it is transmitted from animals to humans).  
● It first broke out in Malaysia and Singapore in 1998 and 1999.  
● It first appeared in domestic pigs and has been found among several species of domestic animals 

including dogs, cats, goats, horses and sheep.  
 
Spread:  

● The virus is transmitted to people from animals and can also be passed on through contaminated food 
or directly from person-to-person.  

● Fruit bats are considered to be a natural reservoir of the virus.  
 
Symptoms:  
Symptoms include acute encephalitis and respiratory illnesses.  
 
Prevention:  
Currently, there are no vaccines for both humans and animals. Intensive supportive care is given to humans 
infected by Nipah virus.  
 
Insta Curious: Have you heard of the Tripartite Plus alliance? What are its objectives and achievements? 
Reference: read this.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About the Virus.  
2. Spread.  

3. Symptoms.  
4. Prevention.  

 
Mains Link: Write a note on one health approach.  

 

 African swine fever:  
Context:  
After African Swine Fever (ASF) cases were 
reported in a breeding farm in Sepahijala 
district, the Tripura government has decided to 
go in for mass culling of infected pigs at the 
farm.  
 
About African Swine Fever (ASF):  
● ASF is a highly contagious and fatal animal 

disease that infects domestic and wild pigs, 
typically resulting in an acute form of 
hemorrhagic fever.  

● It was first detected in Africa in the 1920s.  
● The mortality is close to 100 per cent, and 

since the fever has no cure, the only way 
to stop it spreading is by culling the 
animals.  

● As of now, there is no approved vaccine, 
which is also a reason why animals are 
culled to prevent the spread of infection.  
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Insta Curious: Do you know the differences between African Swine fever and Classical swine fever? Read here.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Can swine fever affect humans?  
2. Is it a viral disease?  
3. Where was it first discovered?  

4. Which countries have been affected by this 
in 2020?  

5. Is there any vaccine available against this?  
 
Mains Link: Write a note African Swine Fever, 
symptoms and its spread.  

 

 Dengue fever:  
Context:  
Rajasthan has reported 467 cases of dengue from January 1 to April 12 even before the arrival of the monsoon.  

● In 2018, dengue was declared a perennial infection in the state.  
● It is also a notifiable disease.  
● Doctors and diagnostic centers have to report each dengue case to the health department.  

 
What's the concern?  
It is a concern for the health department that Aedes aegypti mosquitoes are transmitting dengue even in 
winters and before the rains have started. However, the situation is not alarming.  
 
What is the major reason for the 
outbreak of dengue in the state?  
1. Inadequate source reduction of 

mosquito breeding sites and adult 
control measures.  

2. Measures to control in that area are 
ignored.  

3. Unprecedented human population 
growth.  

4. Unplanned and rapid urbanisation.  
5. Inadequate waste management.  
6. Increased distribution and densities of 

vector mosquitoes due to man-made, 
ecological and lifestyle changes.  

 
About Dengue:  
● Dengue virus is transmitted through 

the bite of a female Aedes (Ae.) 
mosquito.  

● Aedes is a day time feeder and can fly 
up to a limited distance of 400 meters.  

● Although it usually results in mild 
illness, severe dengue infections can 
sometimes prove fatal.  

● World Health Organization (WHO) estimates suggest an annual incidence of 100-400 million dengue 
infections every year, with its global incidence growing dramatically “in recent decades”.  

 
Insta Curious: Did you know that dengue mosquitoes can’t breed once the temperature falls below 16 
degrees?  
Have you heard about the “Wolbachia method”, which could be used to significantly reduce the incidence of 
dengue fever? Reference: read this.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Dengue- causes, symptoms and spread.  
2. The “Wolbachia method” is related to?  
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3. Where was this method tested recently?  
4. About the World Mosquito Program 

(WMP).  

Mains Link: Write a note on the “Wolbachia 
method”, which was in news recently.  

 

 Hepatitis B:  
Context:  
A series of unexplained cases of Hepatitis B in children has taken over the world. Many countries including the 
US and UK reported mysterious cases of a few children being diagnosed with Hepatitis B.  
 
About Hepatitis B:  

● Hepatitis B is an infection in the liver which happens because of the Hepatitis B virus or HBV.  
● The virus usually spreads through blood, semen or other body fluids.  

 
Prevention:  
It can be prevented or protected against through vaccination.  
 
Symptoms:  

● The most common symptoms of Hepatitis B are jaundice, fever, fatigue that lasts for weeks or even 
months, vomiting, loss of appetite, and pain in joints or belly.  

● When it is acute, the virus lasts a small time and doesn’t always necessarily need treatments although 
it can get serious and lead to life-threatening diseases like organ scarring, liver failure and even cancer.  

 
What is adenovirus and how is it leading to Hepatitis B in children?  
Adenovirus is a group of viruses that commonly cause cold or flu-like symptoms, fever, sore throat, acute 
bronchitis, pneumonia, conjunctivitis, acute inflammation of the stomach, diarrhoea, vomiting, nausea and 
stomach pain.  
● Adenovirus is known to spread from one 

person to another through close contact, 
coughing, sneezing and even by touching 
an object containing adenovirus and 
then further touching the mouth, nose 
or eyes.  

● Type 41 adenovirus is suspected of 
causing Hepatitis B in children.  

● While there are more than 50 types of 
adenoviruses, it is type 41 that causes 
diarrhoea, vomiting and fever along with 
respiratory problems.  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Causes.  
2. Symptoms.  
3. Prevention of the disease. 
4. Concerns.  

5. Spread of the disease and ways to address 
them. 

 
Link:https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/e
xplained-the-mysterious-hepatitis-outbreak-in-
children-across-the-world-7890214/lite/.  

 

 Karnataka sets 2027 target to become malaria-free:  
Context:  
Karnataka has set a target to eliminate malaria by 2027, three years before the 2030 target set by the Union 
government.  

● Karnataka has received national recognition and appreciation for its efforts to eliminate malaria in the 
past six years, between 2015 and 2021, as part of the National Framework for Malaria Elimination in 
India (NFMEI) initiative.  
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About Malaria:  
Malaria is a life-threatening disease caused by parasites that are transmitted to people through the bites of 
infected female Anopheles mosquitoes.  
 
Malaria burden across the world:  
● Malaria is most endemic in Africa, with Nigeria, Congo, Tanzania, Mozambique, Niger and Burkina Faso 

together accounting for over half the yearly deaths.  
● Even now, the disease kills over four lakh every year, according to WHO figures.  
● Children aged under 5 years are the most vulnerable group affected by malaria; in 2019, they accounted for 

67% (274,000) of all malaria deaths worldwide.  
● In 2019, India had an estimated 5.6 million cases of malaria compared to about 20 million cases in 2020.  
 
WHO malaria-free certification:  
1. WHO grants the certification when a country has demonstrated that the chain of indigenous malaria 

transmission by Anopheles mosquitoes has been interrupted nationwide for at least the past three 
consecutive years.  

2. A country must also demonstrate the capacity to prevent the re-establishment of transmission.  
3. The final decision on awarding a malaria-free certification rests with the WHO Director-General, based on 

a recommendation by the independent Malaria Elimination Certification Panel (MECP).  
 
Key findings of the WHO World Malaria Report 2020:  
● India has made considerable progress in reducing its malaria burden.  
● India is the only highly endemic country which has reported a decline of 17.6% in 2019 as compared to 

2018.  
 
"Recently, the World Health Organisation (WHO) endorsed the world's first Malaria Vaccine in the hope that 
it will spur stalled efforts to curb the spread of the parasitic disease." 
 
Insta Curious:  
Following a 70-year effort, China, in July 2021, was awarded a malaria-free certification from WHO – a notable 
feat for a country that reported 30 million cases of the disease annually in the 1940s.  

● China is the first country in the WHO Western Pacific Region to be awarded a malaria-free 
certification in more than 3 decades.  

● Other countries in the region that have achieved this status include Australia (1981), Singapore (1982) 
and Brunei Darussalam (1987).  

● Globally, 40 countries and territories have been granted a malaria-free certification from WHO – 
including, most recently, El Salvador (2021), Algeria (2019).  

 
Keys to success- steps taken by China:  
1. China provides a basic public health service package for its residents free of charge. As part of this 

package, all people in China have access to affordable services for the diagnosis and treatment of malaria, 
regardless of legal or financial status.  

2. Effective multi-sector collaboration was also key to success. In 2010, 13 ministries in China – including 
those representing health, education, finance, research and science, development etc – joined forces to 
end malaria nationwide.  

3. “1-3-7” strategy: The “1” signifies the one-day deadline for health facilities to report a malaria diagnosis; by 
the end of day 3, health authorities are required to confirm a case and determine the risk of spread; and, 
within 7 days, appropriate measures must be taken to prevent further spread of the disease.  

 
Do you know that through its DAMaN initiative, Odisha has emerged as an inspiration in the global fight against 
malaria? What is this initiative all about? Read here,  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Difference and examples of various 
diseases caused by Virus and Bacteria.  

2. Malaria- causes and treatment.  
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3. About WHO Certification process.  
4. Overview of WHO World Malaria Report 

2020.  

Mains Link: Discuss India's efforts targeted at 
Malaria control.  

 

 National Curriculum Framework (NCF):  
Context:  
The ‘Mandate Document: Guidelines for the Development of the NCF was recently released.  
 
Background:  
The National Education Policy (NEP), 2020 recommends the development of National Curriculum Frameworks 
(NCF) in four areas- School Education, Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE), Teacher Education and 
Adult Education.  
 
About the NCF:  
The NCF includes the National Curriculum Framework for School Education (NCFSE), the National Curriculum 
Framework for Early Childhood Care & Education (NCFECCE), the National Curriculum Framework for Teacher 
Education (NCFTE), and the National Curriculum Framework for Adult Education (NCFAE).  
 
Significance:  
The mandate document will bring about a paradigm shift with focus on holistic development of children, 
emphasis on skilling, vital role of teachers, learning in mother tongue, cultural rootedness. It is also a step 
towards decolonisation of the Indian education system.  
 
Highlights of the National Education policy: 

1. Public spending on education by states, Centre to be raised to 6% of the GDP. 
2. Ministry of Human Resource Development to be renamed Minister of Education. 

 
Digital Education- related: 

1. An autonomous body, the national educational technology forum, will be created for the exchange of 
ideas on use of technology to enhance learning, assessment, planning and administration. 

2. Separate technology unit to develop digital education resources. The new unit will coordinate digital 
infrastructure, content and capacity building. 

 
Teacher Education- related: 

1. By 2030, the minimum degree qualification for teaching will be a four year integrated B.Ed. degree. 
2. Teachers will also be given training in online educational methods relevant to the Indian situation in 

order to help bridge the digital divide. 
 
School Education- related: 
1. Universalise the pre-primary education (age range of 3-6 years) by 2025. 
2. Universalization of Education from pre-school to secondary level with 100 % GER in school education by 

2030. 
3. A new school curriculum with coding and vocational studies from class 6 will be introduced. 
4. A child’s mother tongue will be used as the medium of instruction till class 5. 
5. A new curricular framework is to be introduced, including the preschool and Anganwadi years. 
6. A National Mission on Foundational Literacy and Numeracy will ensure basic skills at the class 3 level by 

2025. 
7. Board exams to be easier, redesigned. Exams will test core competencies rather than memorising facts, 

with all students allowed to take the exam twice. 
8. School governance is set to change, with a new accreditation framework and an independent authority to 

regulate both public and private schools. 
 
Higher Education- related: 

1. Four year undergraduate degrees with multiple entry and exit options will be introduced. 
2. The M.Phil degree will be abolished. 
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3. New umbrella regulator for all higher education except medical, legal courses. 
4. An Academic Bank of Credit will be set up to make it easier to transfer between institutions. 
5. College affiliation system to be phased out in 15 years, so that every college develops into either an 

autonomous degree-granting institution, or a constituent college of a university. 
6. It also aims to double the Gross Enrolment Ratio in higher education, including vocational education, 

from 26.3% in 2018 to 50% by 2035, with an additional 3.5 crore new seats. 
 
Traditional knowledge- related: 

1. Indian knowledge systems, including tribal and indigenous knowledge, will be incorporated into the 
curriculum in an accurate and scientific manner. 

 
Special focus: 

1. Regions such as aspirational districts, which have large number of students facing economic, social or 
caste barriers will be designated as ‘Special Educational Zones’. 

2. The Centre will also set up a Gender Inclusion Fund to build the country’s capacity to provide 
equitable quality education to all girls and transgender students. 

 
Financial support: 
Meritorious students belonging to SC, ST, OBC and other socially and economically disadvantaged groups will 
be given incentives. 
 
New Curricular and Pedagogical Structure: 
The NEP proposes changing the existing 10+2 Curricular and Pedagogical Structure with 5+3+3+4 
design covering the children in the age group 3-18 years. Under this —  

1. Five years of the Foundational Stage: 3 years of pre-primary school and Grades 1, 2; 
2. Three years of the Preparatory (or Latter Primary) Stage: Grades 3, 4, 5; 
3. Three years of the Middle (or Upper Primary) Stage: Grades 6, 7, 8;  
4. Four years of the High (or Secondary) Stage: Grades 9, 10, 11, 12. 

 
Challenges ahead: 
Since education is a concurrent subject most states have their own school boards. Therefore, state 
governments would have to be brought on board for actual implementation of this decision. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Overview of new Pedagogical Structure 
with 5+3+3+4 design. 

2. What are Special Educational Zones as per 
the new policy? 

3. Who will set up the Gender Education Fund 
as per the policy? 

4. Role of the proposed Academic Bank of 
Credit. 

5. Gross Enrolment Ratio target in higher 
education? 

6. About the proposed national educational 
technology forum. 

 
Mains Link: Discuss the significance of recently 
announced New Education Policy 2020.  

 

Topics: Issues relating to poverty and hunger. 

 Fortified Rice:  
Context: 
The Union Cabinet has approved a scheme to distribute fortified rice under government programmes.  
 
Efforts by Government in this regard:  
● Food Corporation of India and state agencies have already procured 88.65 LMT (lakh tonnes) of fortified 

rice for supply and distribution.  
● In 2019, the government approved a Centrally sponsored pilot scheme for fortification of rice for a period 

of three years beginning 2019-2020. The scheme is being implemented in 15 districts across as many 
States.  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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● In 2020, during his Independence Day speech, Prime Minister Narendra Modi announced that by 2024 rice 
made available under every government programme will be fortified to fight malnutrition.  

● The government ramped up distribution of fortified rice last year across anganwadis under the Integrated 
Child Development Scheme (now rechristened Saksham anganwadi and Poshan 2.0) as well as mid-day 
meal scheme implemented at schools (renamed as PM Poshan).  

 
Concerns:  

● Public health experts have however raised concerns over fortification of rice as an effective tool to fight 
malnutrition and have said diversification of diet is more important.  

● Many also argue that iron fortified rice along with ongoing government schemes that provide iron 
supplements could lead to excessive intake of iron and lead to risk of diabetes, hypertension and high 
cholesterol.  

 
Need for Rice fortification:  
● The country has high levels of malnutrition among women and children.  
● According to the Food Ministry, every second woman in the country is anaemic and every third child is 

stunted.  
● In the 2021 Global Hunger Index, India ranks 101st out of the 116.  
● Malnutrition and lack of essential nutrients in poor women and poor children poses major obstacles in 

their development.  
 
What is food fortification?  
Food fortification is defined as the practice of adding vitamins and minerals to commonly consumed foods 
during processing to increase their nutritional value.  

● The Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) defines fortification as “deliberately 
increasing the content of essential micronutrients in a food so as to improve the nutritional quality of 
food and to provide public health benefit with minimal risk to health”.  

 
Fortified rice:  
According to the Food Ministry, fortification of rice is a cost-effective and complementary strategy to increase 
vitamin and mineral content in diets.  

● According to FSSAI norms, 1 kg fortified rice will contain iron (28 mg-42.5 mg), folic acid (75-125 
microgram) and Vitamin B-12 (0.75-1.25 microgram).  

● In addition, rice may also be fortified with micronutrients, singly or in combination, with zinc (10 mg-15 
mg), Vitamin A (500-750 microgram RE), Vitamin B1 (1 mg-1.5 mg), Vitamin B2 (1.25 mg-1.75 mg), 
Vitamin B3 (12.5 mg-20 mg) and Vitamin B6 (1.5 mg-2.5 mg) per kg.  

 
What are the benefits of Fortification? 
Since the nutrients are added to staple foods that are widely consumed, this is an excellent method to improve 
the health of a large section of the population, all at once. 
● Fortification is a safe method of improving nutrition among people. The addition of micronutrients to food 

does not pose a health risk to people.  
● It does not require any changes in food habits and patterns of people. It is a socio-culturally acceptable 

way to deliver nutrients to people. 
● It does not alter the characteristics of the food—the taste, the feel, the look. 
● It can be implemented quickly as well as show results in improvement of health in a relatively short period 

of time. 
● This method is cost-effective especially if advantage is taken of the existing technology and delivery 

platforms. 
 
Insta Curious: What is Biofortification? How is it different from fortification? Reference: read this.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Bio fortification vs Genetic modifications. 

2. Micro vs Macronutrients. 
3. Approval for Biofortified and GM crops in 

India. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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4. GM crops allowed in India.  
 

Mains Link: What do you understand by 
fortification of foods? Discuss its advantages.  

 

Topics: Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability, e-governance 
applications, models, successes, limitations, and potential; citizens charters, transparency & 
accountability and institutional and other measures. 

 Electoral Bonds:  
Context:  
Chief Justice of India N V Ramana has assured petitioners that 
the Supreme Court will take up for hearing a pending plea 
challenging the Electoral Bond Scheme, 2018.  
 
What's the issue?  
Two NGOs — Common Cause and Association for Democratic 
Reforms (ADR) — have challenged the scheme, alleging that it 
is “distorting democracy”. The CJI has not specified any date 
for the hearing.  
 
What are electoral bonds?  
● Electoral Bond is a financial instrument for making 

donations to political parties. 
● The bonds are issued in multiples of Rs. 1,000, Rs. 10,000, 

Rs. 1 lakh, Rs. 10 lakh and Rs. 1 crore without any 
maximum limit. 

● State Bank of India is authorised to issue and encash these bonds, which are valid for fifteen days from the 
date of issuance.  

● These bonds are redeemable in the designated account of a 
registered political party.  

● The bonds are available for purchase by any person (who is 
a citizen of India or incorporated or established in India) for 
a period of ten days each in the months of January, April, 
July and October as may be specified by the Central 
Government.  

● A person being an individual can buy bonds, either singly or 
jointly with other individuals.  

● Donor’s name is not mentioned on the bond.  
 
Issues associated with the scheme:  
The Electoral Bond Scheme acts as a check against traditional under-the-table donations as it insists on cheque 
and digital paper trails of transactions, however, several key provisions of the scheme make it highly 
controversial.  
Anonymity: Neither the donor (who could be an individual or a corporate) nor the political party is obligated to 
reveal whom the donation comes from. 
Asymmetrically Opaque: Because the bonds are purchased through the State Bank of India (SBI), the 
government is always in a position to know who the donor is.  
Channel of Blackmoney: Elimination of a cap of 7.5% on corporate donations, elimination of requirement to 
reveal political contributions in profit and loss statements.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. What are electoral bonds?  
2. Eligibility.  
3. Denomination.  
4. Features.  

5. Who can issue these bonds?  
 
Mains Link: Critically examine the effectiveness of 
electoral bonds in ensuring transparent political 
funding and suggest alternatives?  

 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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Topics: Role of civil services in a democracy. 

 What are the rules for resignation and reinstatement of an officer?  
Context:  
Indian Administrative Service (IAS) officer Shah Faesal, who resigned from the service in protest against the 
“unabated” killings in Kashmir in 2019, has been reinstated.  

● Faesal's resignation, in January 2019, had not been accepted by the government, pending investigation 
into some of his posts on social media.  

 
What rules apply when an IAS officer chooses to resign?  
The resignation of an officer of any of the three All-India Services — IAS, the Indian Police Service (IPS) and 
Indian Forest Service — is governed by Rules 5(1) and 5(1)(A) of the All India Services (Death-cum-Retirement 
Benefits) Rules, 1958.  

● An officer serving in a cadre (state) must submit his/her resignation to the chief secretary of the state.  
● An officer who is on central deputation is required to submit his/her resignation to the secretary of 

the concerned Ministry or Department.  
Before forwarding the resignation to the central government, the concerned state is supposed to send 
information on the issues of dues and vigilance status, along with its recommendation.  
 
Can the resignation be rejected?  
The state checks to see if any dues are outstanding against the officer, as well as the vigilance status of the 
officer or whether any cases of corruption etc. are pending against him/her. In case there is such a case, the 
resignation is normally rejected.  
 
Competent authorities are:  
Minister of State at the Department of Personnel & Training (DoPT) in respect of the IAS, the Minister for Home 
Affairs in respect of the IPS, and the Minister for Environment, Forest and Climate Change in respect of the 
Forest Service.  
 
Is an officer allowed to withdraw a resignation that has already been submitted?  
The central government may permit an officer to withdraw his/her resignation “in the public interest”.  
 
Insta Curious: Did you know that Resignation from service is entirely different from accepting the 
government’s Voluntary Retirement Scheme (VRS)? Those who take VRS are entitled to pension, whereas those 
who resign are not.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Central Civil Services Rules.  
2. IAS Rules.  
3. Resignation of Central Services Officers.  
4. Resignation of All India Services Officers.  

 

Mains Link: Is an officer allowed to withdraw a 
resignation that has already been submitted? 
Discuss.  
 
Link:https://www.google.com/amp/s/indianexpres
s.com/article/explained/shah-faesal-ias-rules-for-
resignation-reinstatement-of-officer-7893541/lite/.  

 
Topics: India and its neighbourhood- relations. 

 India and Nepal Border Dispute:  
Context:  
India and Nepal discussed the Kalapani border dispute at the recent meeting between the two Prime 
Ministers.  

● India has also urged Nepal to avoid "politicisation" of the boundary dispute.  
 
Background:  
The visit of the Nepalese leader is the first since the Kalapani boundary issue erupted in November 2019 after 
the revised political map of India depicted the triangular area of Kalapani-Lipulek-Limpiyadhura within the 
territory of Uttarakhand.  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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Where is Kalapani located? 
Located in the easternmost corner of Uttarakhand’s Pithoragarh district.  
Shares a broder on the north with the Tibet Autonomous Region of China and Nepal in the east and south. 
It is wedged in between Limpiyadhura, Lipulekh and Kalapani. 
The area is the largest territorial dispute between Nepal and India consisting of at least 37,000 hectares of 
land in the High Himalayas. 
 
Who controls the area? 
The area is in India’s control but Nepal claims the region because of historical and cartographic reasons. 
 
What is the cause of the dispute? 
The Kalapani region derives its name from the river Kali. Nepal’s claims to the region is based on this river as it 
became the marker of the boundary of the kingdom of Nepal following the Treaty of Sugauli signed between 
the Gurkha rulers of Kathmandu and the East India Company after the Gurkha War/Anglo-Nepal War (1814-
16). The treaty was ratified in 1816. 

● According to the treaty, Nepal lost the regions of Kumaon-Garhwal in the west and Sikkim in the east. 
● According to Article 5, the King of Nepal gave up his claims over the region west of the river Kali 

which originates in the High Himalayas and flows into the great plains of the Indian subcontinent. 
● According to the treaty, the British rulers recognised Nepal’s right to the region that fell to the east of 

the river Kali. 
 
Here lies the historic origin of the dispute. 
● According to Nepal’s experts, the east of the Kali 

river should begin at the source of the river. The 
source according to them is in the mountains near 
Limpiyadhura, which is higher in altitude than the 
rest of the river’s flow. 

● Nepal claims that a land mass, high in the 
mountains that falls to the east of the entire 
stretch starting from Limpiyadhura downwards, 
is theirs. 

● India on the other hand says the border begins at 
Kalapani which India says is where the river 
begins. 

● The dispute is mainly because of the varying 
interpretation of the origin of the river and its 
various tributaries that slice through the mountains. 

● While Nepal’s claim of the territory east of Kali is based on the Limpiyadhura origin, India says the river 
actually takes the name Kali near Kalapani. 

 
How India started controlling Lipulekh? 
● The importance of Himalayan passes with the Tibetan plateau was amply highlighted in the 1962 war. 
● During that war, Chinese forces used the pass of Se La in Tawang and reached the Brahmaputra plains in 

the east. 
● The military defeat in the east clearly demonstrated that weakly guarded passes were a major 

vulnerability of Indian military preparedness against China. 
● In comparison to Se La which was somewhat fortified, Lipulekh was vulnerable. 
● Nepali King Mahendra reached an agreement with Delhi and handed over the region for security 

purposes to India. 
● In 1969, under bilateral negotiations all the posts were removed barring Kalapani. 
 
Where have Nepal and India erred? 
India and China were in clear violation of Nepal’s concerns during the 2015 Lipulekh agreement between India 
and China which renewed India’s Mansarovar pilgrimage connection. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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Neither side consulted Nepal or sought its opinion before that agreement that boosted pilgrimage and trade to 
Tibet. 
 
What is the current position? 
In 2020, Nepal published a revised official map incorporating the territory from the Limpiyadhura source of the 
Kali to Kalapani and Lipulekh pass in the northeast of the triangular region as its territory.  

● Following this, the Cabinet led by Prime Minister K.P. Sharma Oli registered a constitution amendment 
motion to grant constitutional status to the map.  

Indian observers say this move makes any future solution on the Kalapani issue nearly impossible as a 
constitutional guarantee will make Kathmandu’s position inflexible.  
 
Insta Curious: Where is Naku La? Why is it controversial? Reference: read this.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Where is lipulekh?  
2. Source of Kali river.  
3. India and Nepal border.  
4. Where is Kalapani?  

5. Routes to MT KAILASH and Mansarovar.  
6. Rivers passing through China and India.  

 
Mains Link: How can the kalapani issue be 
resolved? Discuss.  

 

 Sri Lanka economic crisis:  
Context:  
Sri Lanka is undergoing an economic crisis.  
 
Present situation:  

● There is a severe shortage of foreign currency in the country.  
● The Sri Lankan government is unable to pay for essential imports, including fuel.  
● This has led to debilitating power cuts lasting up to 13 hours.  
● Ordinary Sri Lankans are also dealing with shortages and soaring inflation.  
● The country was left with only $2.31 billion (as of February) in its reserves but faces debt repayments 

of around $4 billion in 2022, including a $1 billion international sovereign bond (ISB) maturing in July.  
 
Factors leading Sri Lanka to this situation:  
Economic mismanagement by successive governments: This created and sustained a twin deficit - a budget 
shortfall alongside a current account deficit.  
Populist policies of the current government: For example tax cuts.  
Impact of the pandemic: Reductions in the country's vital tourism economy and remittances from foreign 
workers.  
Reduction in rice production: Caused by the present government's proposal to ban all chemical fertilisers in 
2021, which was later reversed.  
 
Support from India:  
● A diesel shipment under a $500 million credit line signed with India is expected to arrive in Sri Lanka soon.  
● Sri Lanka and India have signed a $1 billion credit line for importing essentials, including food and medicine.  
● The Sri Lankan government has also sought at least another $1 billion from New Delhi.  
 
Why Helping Sri Lanka is in India’s Interests?  
Crucially, any disillusionment in Sri Lanka with China eases India’s effort to keep the Lankan archipelago out of 
China’s ‘string of pearls’ game in the Indo-Pacific.  

● It is in India’s interest to contain Chinese presence and influence in this region.  
 
Insta Curious: Do you know about the UN World Food Programme, the world’s largest humanitarian 
organization? Reference.  
 
InstaLinks:  Prelims Link:  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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1. About the Sri Lankan economic crisis.  
2. Line of Credit.  
3. IMF.  

4. Twin Deficit.  
5. Balance of Payments.  

 

 Central Tibetan Relief Committee (CTRC):  
Context:  
The Union government has extended the scheme to provide ₹40 crore grants-in-aid to the Dalai Lama’s 
Central Tibetan Relief Committee (CTRC) for another five years, up to fiscal year 2025-26.  
 
Highlights of the Scheme:  

● Launched in 2015.  
● It is a scheme of providing grant-in-aid of ₹40 crore to CTRC to meet the administrative and social 

welfare activities expenses of 36 Tibetan settlement offices in different States.  
 
Tibetans in India:  
More than one lakh Tibetan refugees are settled in India.  
● Major concentration of the Tibetan refugees is in Karnataka, Himachal Pradesh, Arunachal Pradesh, 

Uttarakhand, West Bengal and Jammu and Kashmir.  
● Tibetan refugees began pouring into India in the wake of the flight of the Dalai Lama from Tibet in 1959.  
● The government decided to give them asylum as well as assistance towards temporary settlement.  
 
Tibetans abroad: 
Over 1 lakh Tibetans are settled across India, while the remaining are settled in United States, Australia, Brazil, 
Canada, Costa Rica, France, Mexico, Mongolia, Germany, United Kingdom, Switzerland and various other 
countries. 
 
Do you know about the Tibetan Parliament-in-Exile (TPiE)?  
The Speaker and a Deputy Speaker head the Tibetan Parliament-in-exile. 
The 16th TPiE had 45 members: 

1. 10 representatives from each of the traditional provinces of Tibetan – U-Tsang, Dhotoe and Dhomey;  
2. Two from each of the four schools of Tibetan Buddhism and the pre-Buddhist Bon religion; 
3. Two representing each of the Tibetan Communities in North America and Europe. 
4. One from Australasia and Asia (excluding India, Nepal and Bhutan).  

 
What does the Tibetan Constitution say? 
The Central Tibetan Administration exists and functions on the basis of the Constitution of the Tibetan 
government called ‘The Charter of the Tibetans in Exile’. 

● In 1991, The Constitution Redrafting Committee instituted by the Dalai Lama prepared the Charter for 
Tibetans in exile. 

● The Dalai Lama approved it on June 28, 1991. 
 
Who can vote? 
Only Tibetans living outside the subcontinent will elect their MPs based on their current geographic location. 
Besides MPs, voters will make their choice of the President as well. 
 
Election Procedure: 
The voting will be held in two rounds. 

1. In the preliminary round, there will be no official candidates, i.e. a voter can choose any person of his 
choice, which is expected to be one of the several candidates who have started campaigning among 
the electorate. 

2. Unless a person secures 60 percent of the vote, the two top contenders of the first round will become 
the official candidates for the second round to be held in April 11. 

 
What is Kashag? 
The Kashag (Cabinet) is Central Tibetan Administration’s highest executive office and comprise seven members. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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It is headed by the Sikyong (political leader) who is directly elected by the exiled Tibetan population.  
● Sikyong subsequently nominates his seven Kalons (ministers) and seeks the parliament’s approval. 
● The Kashag’s term is for five years. 

 
Is TPiE officially recognised by any country? 
Not exactly, it is not recognised officially by any country, including India. 
● But, a number of countries including the United States of America and European nations deal directly with 

the Sikyong and other Tibetan leaders through various forums. 
● The TPiE claims its democratically-elected character helps it manage Tibetan affairs and raise the Tibetan 

issue across the world. 
● The incumbent Sikyong, Lobsang Sangay, was among the guests who attended the oath-taking ceremony of 

prime minister Narendra Modi in May 2014, probably a first.  
 

 Gilgit-Baltistan:  
Context:  
Valleys of Gilgit-Baltistan are resonating with loud protests by local communities against Pakistan for forcibly 
usurping village lands and plundering their natural wealth.  

● Recently, a large number of people came out into the streets protesting against the Pakistan 
government’s decision to issue licenses to private contractors for mining gems.  

 
Current Status of Gilgit-Baltistan:  
● It is an autonomous region now and with this elevation, it will become the 5th province of the country.  
● Currently, Pakistan has four provinces namely Balochistan, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Punjab, and Sindh.  
 
India's position:  
India has clearly conveyed to Pakistan that the entire Union Territories of Jammu and Kashmir and Ladakh, 
including the areas of Gilgit and Baltistan, are an integral part of the country by virtue of its fully legal and 
irrevocable accession.  
 
Where is Gilgit Baltistan located?  

● It borders China in the North, Afghanistan in the west and Kashmir in the south east.  
● It shares a geographical boundary with Pakistan-occupied Kashmir.  
● The region was a part of the erstwhile princely state of Jammu and Kashmir, but has been under 

Pakistan’s control since 4th November, 1947, following the invasion of Kashmir by tribal militias and 
the Pakistan army.  

● The China Pakistan Economic Corridor passes through this region.  
 
Its present status:  
1. The area is currently under the occupation of Pakistan, in violation of the United Nations Commission for 

India and Pakistan (UNCIP) resolution of 28 April 1949.  
2. The occupation took place without the consent of the people of Gilgit-Baltistan and, despite the UNCIP’s 

calls for Pakistan to withdraw its forces from the disputed area, the occupation remains to this day.  
3. For over 60 years now, the area of Gilgit-Baltistan has lacked a proper constitutional status, a working legal 

system and political autonomy.  
 
Insta Curious: Do you know about the Kohala hydropower project? Where is it located? Reference:  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Gilgit- Baltistan- Location, neighbours and 
important rivers flowing through.  

2. What is the Karachi Agreement related to?  
3. The 1963 Pak- China Boundary Agreement.  

4. 1972 Simla Agreement.  
5. About PoK and CPEC.  

 
Mains Link: Where is Gilgit- Baltistan? How it came 
under the control of Pakistan? Discuss.  
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 Human Rights Violations against Uygurs:  
Context:  
The US State Department report, based on accounts by news outlets and NGOs as well as research by 
diplomats, has singled out China for abuses against ethnic minorities, including Uygurs in Xinjiang.  
● The report said the Chinese government continues to commit genocide and crimes against humanity in 

Xinjiang against predominantly Muslim Uygurs among 
other minority groups.  

 
What's the issue?  
Various countries have called on China to “ensure full 
respect for the rule of law” for the Muslim Uighurs 
community in Xinjiang.  
● Credible reports indicate that over a million people 

have been arbitrarily detained in Xinjiang and that 
there is widespread surveillance disproportionately targeting Uighurs and members of other minorities and 
restrictions on fundamental freedoms and Uighur culture.  

 
China's response:  
Despite mounting evidence, China denies mistreating the Uyghurs, and goes on to insist it is simply running 
"vocational training" centres designed to counter extremism.  
 
Who are Uighurs?  
The Uighurs are a predominantly Muslim minority Turkic ethnic group, whose origins can be traced to Central 
and East Asia.  
The Uighurs speak their own language, similar to Turkish, and see themselves as culturally and ethnically close 
to Central Asian nations.  

● China recognises the community only as a regional minority and rejects that they are an indigenous 
group.  

● Currently, the largest population of the Uighur ethnic community lives in the Xinjiang region of China.  
● A significant population of Uighurs also lives in the neighbouring Central Asian countries such as 

Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan and Kazakhstan.  
Uighur Muslims for decades, under the false accusation by the Chinese government of terrorism and 
separatism, have suffered from abuses including persecution, forced detention, intense scrutiny, surveillance 
and even slavery.  
 
Insta Curious: Do you know about China’s One Country Two Systems policy? Which regions are administered 
under this policy? Read this,  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Who are Uighurs?  
2. Where is Xinjiang?  
3. Who are Han Chinese?  

4. Indian states bordering Xinjiang province.  
 
Mains Link: Who are Uighurs? Why are they in 
news? Discuss.   

 

 China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC): 
Context:  
Pakistan's new government has initiated a process to abolish the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor Authority, 
with the planning minister saying it was a "redundant organisation" that wasted resources and thwarted 
speedy implementation of the ambitious regional connectivity programme.  
 
Background:  
CPEC Authority established through an ordinance in 2019 was aimed at accelerating the pace of CPEC-related 
activities, finding new drivers of growth, unlocking the potential of interlinked production networks and global 
value chains through regional and global connectivity.  
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About CPEC: 
Launched in 2015, the CPEC is the flagship 
project of the multi-billion-dollar Belt and 
Road Initiative (BRI), a pet project of 
Chinese President Xi Jinping, aimed at 
enhancing Beijing’s influence around the 
world through China-funded infrastructure 
projects.  
● The 3,000 km-long China–Pakistan 

Economic Corridor (CPEC) consists of 
highways, railways, and pipelines.  

● CPEC eventually aims at linking the city 
of Gwadar in South Western Pakistan 
to China’s North Western region 
Xinjiang through a vast network of 
highways and railways.  

● The proposed project will be financed 
by heavily-subsidised loans, that will be 
disbursed to the Government of 
Pakistan by Chinese banks.  

 
But, why is India concerned?  
It passes through PoK.  
● CPEC rests on a Chinese plan to 

secure and shorten its supply lines 
through Gwadar with an enhanced 
presence in the Indian Ocean. Hence, 
it is widely believed that upon CPEC’s 
fruition, an extensive Chinese 
presence will undermine India’s 
influence in the Indian Ocean. 

● It is also being contended that if 
CPEC were to successfully transform 
the Pakistan economy that could be 
a “red rag” for India which will 
remain at the receiving end of a 
wealthier and stronger Pakistan. 

● Besides, India shares a great deal of 
trust deficit with China and Pakistan 
and has a history of conflict with 
both. As a result, even though 
suggestions to re-approach the 
project pragmatically have been 
made, no advocate has overruled the principle strands of contention that continue to mar India’s equations 
with China and Pakistan. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What is CPEC? 
2. What is BRI initiative? 
3. What is string of pearls initiative? 
4. Where Gilgit- Baltistan? 

5. Important ports in Pakistan and Iran. 
 
Mains Link: Discuss India’s concerns on the China-
Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) framework. 
Suggest how India should tackle the challenges 
posed by this alliance? 
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 Falklands Dispute:  
Context:  
 “The Commission for Dialogue” with the United Kingdom on the Falkland Islands was recently inaugurated 
by India and Argentina.  

● The commission seeks to settle the territorial dispute over the Islas Malvinas that are known as the 
Falkland Islands in the UK.  

 
What's the issue?  
● The British, in 1765, were the first to settle West Falkland, but they were driven off in 1770 by the Spanish.  
● The British outpost on West Falkland was restored in 1771 after threat of war, but then the British 

withdrew from the island in 1774 for economic reasons, without renouncing their claim to the Falklands.  
● Spain maintained a settlement on 

East Falkland (which it called Soledad 
Island) until 1811.  

● In 1820 the Argentina Government, 
which had declared its independence 
from Spain in 1816, proclaimed its 
sovereignty over the Falklands.  

● However, in 1841, a British civilian 
lieutenant governor was appointed 
for the Falklands.  

● In February 1982, Argentina’s military 
government invaded the Falklands. 
This act started the Falkland Islands 
War.  

● The war ended with the surrender of the Argentine forces at Stanley to British troops who had forcibly 
reoccupied the islands.  

● In a referendum held in March 2013, islanders voted nearly unanimously to remain a British overseas 
territory.  

Despite wars and discussions at the United Nations, the issue of sovereignty remains a point of contention.  
 
Location:  

● Falkland islands are an overseas territory of the United Kingdom located to the southwest Atlantic 
Ocean at the southernmost point of South America.  

● Positioned both in the southern and western hemispheres of the Earth.  
● They are also called Malvinas Islands.  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Malvinas Islands.  
2. Falkland Islands.  

3. Falkland dispute.  
 
Mains Link: Discuss the issues surrounding the 
Falkland Islands issue.  

 

Topics: Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries on India’s 
interests, Indian diaspora. 

 war crime:  
Context:  
Germany, France and other countries have accused Russia of war crimes in the town of Bucha just outside 
Ukraine’s capital Kyiv.  
 
What's the issue?  
The mayor of Bucha said on Saturday that 300 residents had been killed by Russian troops during a month-long 
occupation. Victims were seen by Reuters in a mass grave and lying in the streets.  
 
What is a war crime?  
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The International Criminal Court in The Hague defines war crimes as “grave breaches” of the post-World War 
Two Geneva Conventions, agreements which lay out the international humanitarian laws to be followed in war 
time.  

● Breaches include deliberately targeting civilians and attacking legitimate military targets where civilian 
casualties would be “excessive".  

 
Geneva Conventions:  
The meaning of war crimes was clarified in the four 1949 Geneva Conventions.  
● Article 147 of the Fourth Geneva Convention defines war crimes as “wilful killing, torture or inhuman 

treatment, including wilfully causing great suffering or serious injury to body or health, unlawful 
deportation or transfer or unlawful confinement of a protected person taking of hostages and extensive 
destruction and appropriation of property, not justified by military necessity and carried out unlawfully and 
wantonly”.  

 
Procedure:  
1. The ICC will issue an arrest warrant if prosecutors can show “reasonable grounds to believe” war crimes 

were committed.  
2. To obtain a conviction, the prosecutor would have to prove a defendant’s guilt beyond a reasonable doubt.  
3. For most charges, that requires proving intent. One way to do this would be for a prosecutor to show there 

were no military targets in the area of an attack and that it was not an accident.  
 
Convictions so far:  
Since the ICC was formed, it has overseen 30 cases, some with multiple defendants, its website says. ICC judges 
have convicted five people of war crimes, crimes against humanity and genocide, and acquitted four others.  

● Congolese warlord Thomas Lubanga Dyilo was convicted in 2012.  
● The court has issued arrest warrants for several defendants who remain at large, including Joseph 

Kony, leader of the Lord’s Resistance Army militia group in Uganda.  
 
Insta Curious: Did you know that neither Russia nor Ukraine is a member of the ICC and Moscow does not 
recognize the tribunal? But Ukraine has given its approval to examine alleged atrocities on its territory dating 
back to Russia’s annexation of Crimea in 2014.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Definition of War Crimes as defined by 
Geneva Conventions.  

2. About ICC.  

3. Members and jurisdiction.  
4. Ukraine and Russia war.  

 
Mains Link: What constitutes a war crime? What 
are the international conventions in this regard.  

 

 What is the ‘2+2’ format of dialogue?  
Context:  
The fourth ‘2+2’ dialogue between India and the United States is underway in Washington DC.  

● India’s External Affairs and Defence Ministers, S Jaishankar and Rajnath Singh, are meeting with their 
American counterparts, Secretary of State Anthony Blinken and Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin.  

 
What are 2+2 talks?  
The 2+2 dialogue is a format of meeting of the foreign and defence ministers of India and its allies on 
strategic and security issues.  
 
Significance:  
A 2+2 ministerial dialogue enables the partners to better understand and appreciate each other’s strategic 
concerns and sensitivities taking into account political factors on both sides, in order to build a stronger, more 
integrated strategic relationship in a rapidly changing global environment.  
 
India's strategic 2+2 partners:  
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India has 2+2 dialogues with four key strategic partners: the US, Australia, Japan, and Russia. Besides Russia, 
the other three countries are also India’s partners in the Quad.  

● The US is India’s oldest and most important 2+2 talks partner.  
 
Outcomes of the '2+2' dialogues:  
Over the years, the strategic bilateral relationship with its partners, including the dialogues held in the 2+2 
format, have produced tangible and far-reaching results for India.  
● India and the US have signed a troika of “foundational pacts” for deep military cooperation, beginning with 

the Logistics Exchange Memorandum of Agreement (LEMOA) in 2016, followed by the Communications 
Compatibility and Security Agreement (COMCASA) after the first 2+2 dialogue in 2018, and then the Basic 
Exchange and Cooperation Agreement (BECA) in 2020.  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. 2+2 Dialogue.  
2. BECA.  
3. COMCASA.  
4. LEMOA.  

5. 2+2 partners.  
 
Link:https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/e
veryday-explainers/india-2-2-dialogue-talks-
explained-7865401/lite/.  

 

 India gets S-400 training equipment:  
Context:  
S-400 training equipment and simulators have arrived in 
India from Russia.  

● However, there is a delay in the delivery of the 
second regiment of S-400 from Russia due to the 
ongoing war in Ukraine.  

 
Concerns for India:  
There is the threat of U.S. sanctions under CAATSA 
(Countering America’s Adversaries Through Sanctions 
Act) on India for imports from Russia. However, nothing 
is clear as of now.  
 
What is the S-400 air defence missile system? Why does 
India need it?  
The S-400 Triumf is a mobile, surface-to-air missile 
system (SAM) designed by Russia. 

● It is the most dangerous operationally deployed 
modern long-range SAM (MLR SAM) in the world, considered much ahead of the US-developed 
Terminal High Altitude Area Defense system (THAAD).  

 
What is CAATSA, and how did the S-400 deal fall foul of this Act?  

● Countering America’s Adversaries through Sanctions Act (CAATSA)‘s core objective is to counter Iran, 
Russia and North Korea through punitive measures.  

● Enacted in 2017.  
● Includes sanctions against countries that engage in significant transactions with Russia’s defence and 

intelligence sectors.  
 
What sanctions will be imposed?  
1. prohibition on loans to the sanctioned person. 
2. prohibition of Export-Import bank assistance for exports to sanctioned persons. 
3. prohibition on procurement by United States Government to procure goods or services from the 

sanctioned person. 
4. denial of visas to persons closely associated with the sanctioned person. 
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Significance of the deal:  
The S-400 decision is a very strong example of 
how advanced our defence and strategic 
partnership is, and how strong Indian 
sovereignty is, to choose its international 
partners, especially when it comes to issues of 
national interest and national security.  
 
Insta Curious: Did you know that China also 
possesses the S-400 Triumf long range air 
defence system, currently being inducted by 
India, and the system remains a potent weapon 
for them?  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. CAATSA is associated with?  
2. Powers of US president under CAATSA.  
3. Types of sanctions that can be imposed.  
4. Significant defence deals between India 

and Russia.  
5. Overview of Iran Nuclear deal.  

 
Mains Link: Discuss the features and significance of CAATSA.  
 
Link:https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehindu.com/news/international/russia-starts-delivery-of-some-
components-of-2nd-regiment-of-s-400-missile-systems-to-india/article65324899.ece/amp/.  
 

 What does designation as a ‘state sponsor of terrorism’ by the US mean?  
Context:  
Ukraine’s President Volodymyr Zelenskyy has asked President Joe Biden to designate Russia as a “state sponsor 
of terrorism”.  

● This is perhaps the harshest suite of sanctions available with the United States against Russia.  
 
Countries on the list:  
As of now, there are four countries on the list of state sponsors of terrorism - Syria, Iran, North Korea and 
Cuba.  
 
Designation as state sponsor of terrorism:  
The US Secretary of State has the power to designate countries that “have repeatedly provided support for acts 
of international terrorism” as “State Sponsors of Terrorism”.  
 
The US can place four categories of sanctions on countries that are on this list:  

1. Restrictions on US foreign assistance.  
2. A ban on defence exports and sales.  
3. Certain controls over exports of dual use items.  
4. Miscellaneous financial and other restrictions.  

Sanctions can be placed on countries and persons that engage in certain trade with designated countries.  
 
Impact of designation:  
1. Freezing of the country’s assets in the United States, including real estate.  
2. Requiring the US to veto efforts of that country to secure World Bank or International Monetary Fund 

loans.  
3. Prohibiting a wide variety of dual-use exports.  
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4. Requiring the US to take economic action against countries that continue to do business with the targeted 
country.  

 
How can a country be delisted?  
A country can be delisted if it is deemed by the US to have reformed its behaviour and returned to complying 
with the requirements of international law and conduct, or if it has undergone a change of leadership.  

● Sudan, Iraq and South Yemen have been removed from the list.  
 
Link: https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/russia-ukraine-war-us-state-sponsor-of-terrorism-explained-
7871894/lite/.  
 

 Gaza Strip:  
Context:  
Israel has carried out strikes in the Gaza Strip after a rocket was fired from the Palestinian enclave into Israel.  

● The armed wing of Hamas have announced that it fired on Israeli planes.  
 
Who are Hamas?  
● Hamas is a Palestinian Islamist political organization and militant group that has waged war on Israel since 

the group’s 1987 founding, most notably through suicide bombings and rocket attacks.  
● It seeks to replace Israel with a Palestinian state. It also governs Gaza independently of the Palestinian 

Authority.  
 
Need for an agreement:  
Gaza has been under a tightened Israeli blockade since 2007 in which most basic goods still enter the region 
under highly restricted measures.  
 
Where is the Gaza Strip?  
The Gaza Strip is an entirely artificial creation that emerged in 1948 when roughly three-fourths of Palestine's 
Arab population was displaced, in some cases expelled, during the course of Israel's creation. And most of the 
refugees, they were sort of scattered across the region in neighboring countries like Jordan, Syria and Lebanon.  

● Some went to the West Bank, which came under Jordanian rule after 1948. And a very large number 
went to the Gaza Strip, which is this tiny little coastal strip between Egypt and what is now Israel. 
Today, the population of Gaza, about 70% of Gaza's population are refugees.  

 
Who controls it?  
Hamas forcibly took control over the Gaza Strip in 2007. Shortly 
thereafter, the Israelis imposed a complete closure on Gaza's 
borders. They declared Gaza to be an enemy entity. Of course, Gaza 
is not a state.  
● Hamas, of course, is viewed by Israel and by much of the 

international community as a terrorist organization, including the 
United States, for their history of attacks on civilians and so forth.  

 
Present scenario:  

● Israel still occupies the West Bank, and although it pulled out 
of Gaza the UN still regards that piece of land as part of occupied territory.  

● Israel claims the whole of Jerusalem as its capital, while the Palestinians claim East Jerusalem as the 
capital of a future Palestinian state.  

● The US is one of only a handful of countries to recognise Israel's claim to the whole of the city.  
 
What's happening now?  
● Tensions are often high between Israel and Palestinians living in East Jerusalem, Gaza and the West Bank.  
● Gaza is ruled by a Palestinian militant group called Hamas, which has fought Israel many times. Israel and 

Egypt tightly control Gaza's borders to stop weapons getting to Hamas.  
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● Palestinians in Gaza and the West Bank say they're suffering because of Israeli actions and restrictions. 
Israel say it is only acting to protect itself from Palestinian violence.  

● Things have escalated since the start of the holy Muslim month of Ramadan in mid-April 2021, with nightly 
clashes between police and Palestinians.  

● The threatened eviction of some Palestinian families in East Jerusalem has also caused rising anger.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Where is the west bank?  
2. Gaza strip.  
3. Golan heights.  
4. Who are Hamas?  

5. What is Al-Nakba?  
6. About the conflict.  

 
Mains Link: Suggest solutions to end the long 
standing Israel- Palestine conflict.  

 

Topics: Important International institutions, agencies and fora, their structure, mandate. 

 International Solar Alliance:  
Context:  
Nepal has become the 105th member country to sign on to the Framework Agreement of International Solar 
Alliance (ISA).  
 
International Solar Alliance (ISA):                           
● The ISA was conceived as a joint effort 

by India and France to mobilise efforts 
against climate change through the 
deployment of solar energy solutions.  

● It was presented by the leaders of the 
two countries at the 21st Conference of 
Parties (COP21) to the United Nations 
Framework Convention on Climate 
Change (UNFCCC) held in Paris in 2015.  

● ISA is a coalition of solar resource rich 
countries lying fully or partially 
between the Tropic of Cancer and the 
Tropic of Capricorn to specifically address energy needs by harnessing solar energy.  

● The Paris Declaration establishes ISA as an alliance dedicated to the promotion of solar energy among its 
member countries.  

● ISA brings together countries with rich solar potential to aggregate global demand, thereby reducing prices 
through bulk purchase.  

● It facilitates the deployment of existing solar technologies at scale, and promotes collaborative solar R&D 
and capacity building.  

 
Secretariat:  

● India and France jointly laid the foundation stone of ISA Headquarters.  
● They inaugurated the interim Secretariat of the ISA in the National Institute of Solar Energy campus, 

Gurugram, Haryana.  
 
Objectives:  
● The ISA’s major objectives include global deployment of over 1,000GW of solar generation capacity and 

mobilisation of investment of over US$ 1000 billion into solar energy by 2030.  
● The ISA envisions to enable the full ecosystem for availability and development of technology, economic 

resources, and development of storage technology, mass manufacturing and innovation.  
 
Need for:  
● The reduced cost of technology would enable the undertaking of more ambitious solar energy 

programmes.  
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● Solar is a key source of affordable and reliable energy. Successful project implementation could play 
significant role in achieving the universal energy access goal (SDG 7).  

● ISA's six programmes could be a game changer for the conservation of environment viz. Solar 
Applications for Agricultural Use, Affordable Finance at Scale, Mini Grids, and Solar Rooftops and Solar E-
mobility & Storage and Large-Scale Solar Parks.  

 
Insta Curious: Do you know about the First World Solar Technology Summit? Reference: read this.  
Did you know that the UN General Assembly, in December 2021, conferred Observer Status to the 
International Solar Alliance (ISA)?  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. ISA.  
2. ISA secretariat.  
3. OSOWOG initiative- objectives. 
4. When was it launched? 

5. Implementing agency. 
6. What are non- fossil fuels? Examples. 

 
Mains Link: Discuss the significance of the 
OSOWOG initiative.  

 

 Quad:  
Context:  
Experts have said that increasing both the Quad’s membership and influence can serve as the basis of the 
Biden administration’s strategy to check China’s maximalist ambitions in Asia.  

● For this, experts suggested inviting South Korea to join the Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (Quad).  
 
Why South Korea?  
South Korea has 50 million people, and its economy is now G7 class, on a par with Canada or Russia. It has 
600,000 servicemen and women, and its military budget, at $US50 billion ($69.5 billion), will soon surpass that 
of Japan. Engagement by South Korea with the Quad is becoming more important than ever.  
 
What is Quad grouping? 
The quadrilateral security dialogue includes Japan, India, United States and Australia. 

● All four nations find a common ground of being the democratic nations and common interests of 
unhindered maritime trade and security. 

 
Genesis: 
The grouping traces its genesis to 2004 when the four countries came together to coordinate relief operations 
in the aftermath of the tsunami. 

● It then met for the first time in 2007 on the sidelines of the Association of SouthEast Asian Nations 
(ASEAN) summit. 

● The intention was to enhance maritime cooperation between the four nations. 
 
Significance of the grouping: 
● Quad is an opportunity for like-minded countries to share notes and collaborate on projects of mutual 

interest. 
● Members share a vision of an open and free Indo-Pacific. Each is involved in development and economic 

projects as well as in promoting maritime domain awareness and maritime security. 
● It is one of the many avenues for interaction among India, Australia, Japan and the US and should not be 

seen in an exclusive context. 
 
What are China’s views on the Quad? 
There is a general understanding that the Quad would not take on a military dimension against any country. 
The strategic community in China, nevertheless, had branded it an emerging “Asian NATO”. 
Notably, Japanese PM Shinzo Abe’s “Confluence of Two Seas” address to the Indian Parliament gave a fresh 
impetus to the Quad concept. This recognised the economic rise of India. 
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Insta Curious: Have you heard of Quad Plus? Quad members have also indicated a willingness to expand the 
partnership through a so-called Quad Plus that would include South Korea, New Zealand, and Vietnam amongst 
others. Read more about this here.  
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Quad- composition. 
2. When was it first proposed? 
3. Countries and important islands in the 

Indian Ocean region. 
4. Geographical overview of Indo-Pacific 

region. 

5. Important seas and straits in the region. 
 
Mains Link: A formal revival and re-invigoration of 
the Quad is called for to maintain peace and 
tranquillity and to ensure observance of the UN 
Law of the Seas. Examine. 

 

 Singapore International Arbitration Centre (SIAC): 
Context: 
Amazon and Future Group have agreed to appear before the Singapore International Arbitration Centre (SIAC), 
the parties informed the Supreme Court (SC) recently.  
 
Background:  
The Supreme court was hearing Amazon's application seeking directions to restrain Future Retail from 
alienating its retail assets till the arbitration proceedings between the US-based E-commerce giant and the 
Kishore Biyani-owned group at Singapore International Arbitration Centre (SIAC) are completed.  

● Amazon and Future group are engaged in litigation at multiple legal portals on the issue of FRL's 
merger deal to the tune of Rs 24713 crore with Reliance Retail Limited (RIL).The SIAC in 2020 restrained 
Future from selling its assets to RIL.  

 
Why are they approaching SIAC?  
The parties in a deal usually sign a contractual agreement which specifies about:  

1. The arbitral institution administering the arbitration.  
2. The applicable rules.  
3. The seat of arbitration.  

In this case Amazon and Future Group have under their agreement agreed to refer their disputes to SIAC, with 
Singapore presumably being the contractual choice for the seat/place of arbitration.  
 
How is the dispute taken up at the SIAC? What is the procedure to be followed?  
Once a dispute is referred to arbitration, the process of appointment of the arbitral tribunal takes place.  
Composition: Typically, in case of a three member tribunal, both the parties appoint one member each to the 
tribunal, while the third member is jointly appointed by the two nominees or, if they fail to agree, by SIAC.  
 
Appointment of an Emergency Arbitrator:  
Appointment of the arbitral tribunal usually takes time.  

● Therefore, under the rules of SIAC, parties can move SIAC to appoint an emergency arbitrator to get 
urgent interim relief, even as the process of appointment of the main arbitral tribunal is underway.  

 
What happens when the parties don’t comply with the order voluntarily?  
Currently under Indian law, there is no express mechanism for enforcement of the orders of the Emergency 
Arbitrator. 
But, the parties voluntarily comply with the Emergency Award.  

● However, if the parties don’t comply with the order voluntarily, then the party which has won the 
emergency award, in this case Amazon, can move the High Court in India under Section 9 of the 
Arbitration & Conciliation Act, 1996, to get similar reliefs as granted by the Emergency Arbitrator.  

 
Why has Singapore become the hub of international arbitration?  

● Foreign investors investing in India typically want to avoid the rigmarole of the Indian courts.  
● Foreign investors feel that Singapore is neutral ground for dispute resolution.  
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● Singapore itself over time has built a stellar reputation as jurisdiction driven by rule of law with 
international standards and high integrity. This gives comfort to investors that the arbitration process 
will be quick, fair and just”.  

According to the 2019 annual report of SIAC, India was the top user of its arbitration seat with 485 cases 
being referred to SIAC, followed by Philippines at 122, China at 76 and the United States at 65.  
 
Does India have any international arbitration centre?  
Yes. India now has its own international arbitration centre in Mumbai.  
 
About Singapore International Arbitration Centre (SIAC):  
It is a not-for-profit international arbitration organisation based in Singapore, which administers arbitrations 
under its own rules of arbitration and the United Nations Commission on International Trade Law (UNCITRAL) 
Arbitration Rules.  
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What is Arbitration? 
2. About SIAC. 
3. Overview of the Arbitration & Conciliation 

Act, 1996. 

4. About UNCITRAL. 
 
Mains Link: Discuss why has Singapore become the 
hub of international arbitration?  

 

 India abstains from Human Rights Council vote to probe Russian actions:  
Context:  
The United Nations General Assembly suspended Russia from the Human Rights Council during a meeting 
recently.  

● Ninety-four members voted in favour while 24 voted against, and 58 abstained.  
● India also abstained in the UNGA vote moved by the United States to suspend Russia over allegations 

that the country’s soldiers tortured and killed civilians while retreating from Ukrainian towns.  
 
India's position on Ukraine:  
India’s position adds to a string of abstentions at the United Nations and multilateral groups since the start of 
Russian military operations in Ukraine on February 24, even as the continuing Russian military advances in 
Ukraine have seen more and more countries vote for resolutions that criticise Moscow.  
 
About UNHRC: 
UNHRC was reconstituted from its predecessor organisation, the UN Commission on Human Rights to help 
overcome the “credibility deficit” of the previous organisation. 

● Headquartered in Geneva, Switzerland. 
 
Composition: 

● The UNHRC has 47 members serving at any time with elections held to fill up seats every year, based 
on allocations to regions across the world to ensure geographical representation. 

● Each elected member serves for a term of three years. 
● Countries are disallowed from occupying a seat for more than two consecutive terms. 

 
Functions: 

● The UNHRC passes non-binding resolutions on human rights issues through a periodic review of all 
193 UN member states called the Universal Periodic Review (UPR). 

● It oversees expert investigation of violations in specific countries (Special Procedures). 
 
Challenges and Need for reforms: 
● The human rights record of the member-states such as Saudi Arabia, China and Russia in the council has 

also not been in line with the aims and mission of the UNHRC, which has led to critics questioning its 
relevance. 
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● Despite the continued participation of several western countries in the UNHRC, they continue to harbour 
misgivings on the understanding of Human rights. 

● Non-compliance has been a serious issue with respect to the UNHRC’s functioning. 
 
What's the concern now?  
The Indian decision to abstain from the voting was not siding with anyone; it was in its own national interest, 
say few.  
● However, these decisions have been condoned by most Indian commentators as an attempt to make the 

best of a bad hand.  
● As our largest arms supplier, Russia has been a dependable ally, they say; it has shielded India at the UN 

over Kashmir, not to mention Bangladesh, back in 1971.  
● Moreover, to vote against Russia will push it further into China’s arms, multiplying that country’s security 

threat to India.  
 
Why should India rethink its policy on Russia?  
The above arguments have been out of date since the end of the Cold War three decades ago, and Vladimir 
Putin’s rise 20 years ago.  
● More dangerously still, they reveal a fatalism towards India’s own national security interests that will only 

damage us further as time goes by.  
Yes, Russia is our largest arms provider and our supplies will be hit if we vote against it. But no, Russia is not a 
reliable arms provider; it has not been one since Putin came to power.  
● Arms supplies are frequently long-delayed, and Putin had used the delays to up the prices, sometimes even 

double them. By contrast, the French deliveries of the Rafael jets have been comparatively speedy.  
● Far from helping us, Putin has turned a blind eye to China’s many acts of aggression against India.  
● It was Russia that kept us out of Afghan peace negotiations in the very recent past.  
● Russia did little to help us when China raised Kashmir at the UNSC in 2019 and 2020. It was the US and 

European countries that helped then – going against their own human rights principles.  
 
Insta Curious: Do you know about the United Nations Trusteeship Council? Reference: read this.  
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. About UNHRC. 
2. Composition. 
3. Functions. 

4. What is Universal Periodic Review? 
5. Headquarters of UNHRC. 
6. Countries which have recently left UNHRC. 

 
Mains Link: Discuss the significance of UNHRC.  

 

 UN Reforms:  
Context:  
The long-simmering debate over UN reform -- and particularly over the role of the Security Council, which 
does not represent today's world and which failed to prevent Russia's invasion of Ukraine -- has suddenly 
become acute.  

● Recently Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky, in a blistering call for the UN to exclude Russia from 
the Security Council, asked bluntly, "Are you ready to close the UN" and abandon international law. 
"If your answer is no, then you need to act immediately."  

 
What's the issue now?  

● Veto powers: The United Nations conferred disproportionate power on the five permanent, veto-
wielding members of the Security Council. This allows them to protect their own interests while 
keeping a heavy hand in world affairs.  

○ Thus, since 2011, Moscow has exercised its Security Council veto some 15 times in votes 
regarding its ally Syria.  

● The veto power guarantees that permanent members can never be removed from the Council, since 
the UN Charter's Article 6 allows the General Assembly to exclude a member only upon the 
recommendation of the Security Council.  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://www.un.org/en/about-us/main-bodies


 

www.insightsonindia.com       98  InsightsIAS 

● Lack of international balance among Security Council members: no African or Latin American country 
holds a permanent seat.  

 
Reforms suggested:  

1. Enlargement of the Security Council: adding both permanent and non-permanent members.  
2. The veto has to be a bit more disciplined: The point of it should not be "to block progress" but to 

"force the five permanent members to sit down and arrive at a solution acceptable to all."  
3. Limit the use of veto in cases of "mass crimes".  
4. Explanation: Any nation casting a veto to explain it before the General Assembly.  

 
UN Charter:  
The Charter was signed in San 
Francisco on June 26, 1945 and 
came into force on October 24, 
1945.  
It is the foundational treaty of 
the United Nations.  
Objectives: Conceived above all 
as a means to save future 
generations from the scourge of 
war, the Charter calls for the 
organization to maintain 
international peace and security; 
promote social progress and 
better standards of life; 
strengthen international law; and 
promote human rights.  
As a charter, it is a constituent 
treaty, and all members are bound by its articles. Article 103 of the Charter states that obligations to the 
United Nations prevail over all other treaty obligations.  
 
The four main goals of the UN include:  

● Maintaining international peace and security.  
● Developing friendly relations among nations.  
● Achieving international cooperation in solving international problems.  
● Being at the center for harmonising the actions of nations in the attainment of these common ends.  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Highlights of the UN Charter.  
2. When it came into force?  

3. Various UN organs.  
4. Meaning of Silence process.  
5. Five eyes.  

 

 UN peacekeepers:  
Context:  
Canada and allies are planning to work togather to support among United Nations General Assembly members, 
including China, for a peacekeeping mission in Ukraine.  
 
Need of the hour:  
Countries opposing Russia’s invasion should seek a recommendation from the General Assembly for a 
peacekeeping mission with the goal of keeping humanitarian corridors open.  
 
How are UN Peacekeeping operations funded?  

● While decisions about establishing, maintaining or expanding a peacekeeping operation are taken by 
the Security Council, the financing of UN Peacekeeping operations is the collective responsibility of 
all UN Member States.  
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● Every Member State is legally obligated to pay their respective share towards peacekeeping. This is in 
accordance with the provisions of Article 17 of the Charter of the United Nations.  

 
The top 5 providers of assessed contributions to United Nations Peacekeeping operations for 2020-2021 are:  

1. United States (27.89%).  
2. China (15.21%).  
3. Japan (8.56%).  
4. Germany (6.09%).  
5. United Kingdom (5.79%).  

 
What is peacekeeping? It’s significance?  

● United Nations Peacekeeping is a joint effort between the Department of Peace Operations and the 
Department of Operational Support.  

● Every peacekeeping mission is authorized by the Security Council.  
 
Composition:  
1. UN peacekeepers (often referred to as Blue Berets or Blue Helmets because of their light blue berets or 

helmets) can include soldiers, police officers, and civilian personnel.  
2. Peacekeeping forces are contributed by member states on a voluntary basis.  
3. Civilian staff of peace operations are international civil servants, recruited and deployed by the UN 

Secretariat.  
 
UN Peacekeeping is guided by three basic principles:  

1. Consent of the parties.  
2. Impartiality.  
3. Non-use of force except in self-defence and defence of the mandate.  

 
Insta Curious: Did you know that In 2007, India became the first country to deploy an all-women contingent to 
a UN peacekeeping mission? Know about the current 13 peacekeeping operations,  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Who funds peacekeeping operations?  
2. Role of UNSC.  
3. Composition of Peacekeepers?  
4. Why peacekeepers are called as Blue 

Helmets?  

5. Guiding principles of UN peacekeeping.  
6. Ongoing peacekeeping missions.  

 
Mains Link: Write a note on UN Peacekeeping and 
its significance.  

 

 NATO enlargement:  
Context:  
Russia has warned Finland and Sweden against joining NATO, arguing that the move would not bring stability 
to Europe.  

● Russia has said that if Sweden and Finland join NATO then it would have to strengthen its land, naval 
and air forces in the Baltic Sea.  

● Russia also raised the nuclear threat by saying that it would deploy nuclear weapon near Sweden and 
Finland if they join NATO.  

 
What does Russia want?  
Tensions between Russia and the West have been building ever since Vladimir Putin annexed Crimea and 
started his war in Ukraine.   
● In response, NATO sent reinforcements to countries seen as vulnerable to Russian aggression.  
● Essentially, Russia now wants guarantees that NATO will halt its eastward expansion, rule out membership 

for Ukraine and other former Soviet countries, and roll back its military deployments in Central and Eastern 
Europe.  
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What is the source of Russia’s dispute with NATO?  
● Russian leaders have long been wary of the eastward expansion of NATO, particularly as the alliance 

opened its doors to former Warsaw Pact states and ex-Soviet republics in the late 1990s (the Czech 
Republic, Hungary, and Poland) and early 2000s (Bulgaria, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Romania, Slovakia, and 
Slovenia).  

● Their fears grew in the late 2000s as the alliance stated its intent to admit Georgia and Ukraine at an 
unspecified point in the future.  

 
What is Russia demanding of NATO and the United States today?  
Russia has put forth two draft agreements that seek explicit, legally binding security guarantees from the 
United States and NATO, respectively:  

● The draft calls for NATO to end its eastward expansion, specifically, deny future membership to ex-
Soviet states, such as Ukraine. It would also ban the United States from establishing bases in or 
cooperating militarily with former Soviet states.  

● It would block both signatories from deploying military assets in areas outside their national borders 
that “could be perceived by the other party as a threat to its national security.”  

 
But, why is Russia worried about NATO?  
Russia has demanded that NATO guarantees Ukraine will never join the alliance.  

● Russia believes that NATO is "encircling" Russia and posing a threat.  
● It is also said that NATO missile defence threatens Russian security.  
● Above all, NATO is believed to be a U.S. geopolitical project and has always tried to isolate or 

marginalise Russia.  
 
About North Atlantic Treaty Organization:  
It is an intergovernmental military alliance.  
Established by Washington treaty. 
Treaty that was signed on 4 April 1949. 
Headquarters — Brussels, Belgium. 
Headquarters of Allied Command Operations — Mons, 
Belgium.  
 
Significance:  
It constitutes a system of collective defence whereby its 
independent member states agree to mutual defence in 
response to an attack by any external party. 
 
Composition:  
Since its founding, the admission of new member states has increased the alliance from the original 12 
countries to 30. The most recent member state to be added to NATO was North Macedonia on 27 March 2020.  
NATO membership is open to “any other European state in a position to further the principles of this Treaty 
and to contribute to the security of the North Atlantic area.” 
 
Objectives:  
Political – NATO promotes democratic values and enables members to consult and cooperate on defence and 
security-related issues to solve problems, build trust and, in the long run, prevent conflict.  
Military – NATO is committed to the peaceful resolution of disputes. If diplomatic efforts fail, it has the military 
power to undertake crisis-management operations. These are carried out under the collective defence clause 
of NATO’s founding treaty – Article 5 of the Washington Treaty or under a United Nations mandate, alone or 
in cooperation with other countries and international organisations.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. NATO- genesis and headquarters. 

2. What is NATO Allied Command 
Operations? 

3. Who can become members of NATO? 
4. Overview of the Washington Treaty. 
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5. Countries surrounding the North Atlantic 
Ocean. 

6. Latest NATO member.  

 
Mains Link: Discuss the objectives and significance 
of NATO. 

 

 BRICS Countries:  
Context:  
India has agreed to attend a virtual summit of leaders of the Brazil-Russia-India-China-South Africa grouping, 
likely to be held at the end of June.  

● India hosted last year’s BRICS summit, which was also held virtually, and attended by the five leaders.  
● This is the first summit hosted by China since the tensions broke out at the Line of Actual Control 

(LAC) due to the PLA’s transgressions in April 2020.  
 
What is BRICS? 
BRICS is the group composed of the five major emerging countries - Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa. 

● It together represents about 42% of the population, 23% of GDP, 30% of the territory and 18% of the 
global trade.  

● The acronym BRIC was coined by economist ‘Jim O'Neill’ of Goldman Sachs in 2001 to indicate the 
emerging powers that would be, alongside the United States, the five largest economies of the world in 
the 21st century.  

● In 2006, BRIC countries started their dialogue, which since 2009 takes place at annual meetings of heads 
of state and government.  

● In 2011, with South Africa joining the group, the BRICS reached its final composition, incorporating a 
country from the African continent.  

  
Insta Curious: Have you heard about PARIS21 grouping? Reference: read this.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About BRICS. 
2. Summits. 
3. Presidency. 
4. Organisations and groups associated with 

BRICS. 

Mains Link: Discuss the significance and relevance 
of BRICS for India.  
 
Link:https://www.thehindu.com/news/internation
al/russia-sanctions-to-dominate-brics-
summit/article65329397.ece/amp/.  

 

 WHO's Global Centre for Traditional Medicine (GCTM):  
Context:  
It was recently unveiled in Jamnagar, Gujarat.  

● It will be the first and only global outpost centre for traditional medicine across the world.  
 
Significance:  
For many regions of the world, traditional medicine is the first line of treatment. This centre will help in 
providing better medical solutions to the world with the support of traditional medicines.  

● At the centre, the main areas will be research and leadership, evidence and learning, data and 
analytics, sustainability and equity and innovation and technology.  

 
Need for:  
According to WHO estimates, 80% of the world’s population uses traditional medicine.  

● 170 of its 194 WHO Member States have reported the use of traditional medicine.  
● These member states have asked for its support in creating a body of “reliable evidence and data on 

traditional medicine practices and products”.  
 
What is traditional medicine?  
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The WHO describes traditional medicine as the total sum of the “knowledge, skills and practices indigenous and 
different cultures have used over time to maintain health and prevent, diagnose and treat physical and mental 
illness”.  

● Its reach encompasses ancient practices such as acupuncture, ayurvedic medicine and herbal mixtures 
as well as modern medicines.  

 
Traditional medicine in India:  

1. Ayurveda and yoga are practised widely across the country.  
2. The Siddha system is followed predominantly in Tamil Nadu and Kerala.  
3. The Sowa-Rigpa system is practised mainly in Leh-Ladakh and Himalayan regions such as Sikkim, 

Arunachal Pradesh, Darjeeling, Lahaul & Spiti.  
 
Challenges faced by traditional medicine:  

● National health systems and strategies do not yet fully integrate traditional medicine workers, 
accredited courses and health facilities.  

● About 40% of approved pharmaceutical products today derive from natural substances. This raises 
issues surrounding environmental conservation.  

 
Insta Curious: Did you know that the contraceptive pill was developed from the roots of wild yam plants and 
child cancer treatments have been based on the rosy periwinkle?  
 
Link: https://www.google.com/amp/s/indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-who-traditional-
medicine-7875595/lite/.  
 

 OPEC+:  
Context:  
Russian President Vladimir Putin and Saudi 
Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman gave a 
"positive assessment" to their cooperation on 
the OPEC+ producers group to stabilize the 
world oil market.  
 
What's the issue?  
Saudi Arabia and other major Persian Gulf oil 
producers have so far resisted U.S. calls to 
increase output as prices have surged amid the 
crisis in Ukraine and concerns about possible 
sanctions on Russian exports. So, measures 
such as these are necessary to set things right.   
 
What is the Opec+?  

● Opec+ refers to the alliance of crude producers, who have been undertaking corrections in supply in 
the oil markets since 2017.  

● OPEC plus countries include Azerbaijan, Bahrain, Brunei, Kazakhstan, Malaysia, Mexico, Oman, Russia, 
South Sudan and Sudan.  

 
What is OPEC?  
1. The Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) was founded in Baghdad, Iraq, with the 

signing of an agreement in September 1960 by five countries namely Islamic Republic of Iran, Iraq, Kuwait, 
Saudi Arabia and Venezuela. They were to become the Founder Members of the Organization.  

2. OPEC is a permanent, intergovernmental organization.  
3. OPEC’s objective is to co-ordinate and unify petroleum policies among Member Countries, in order to 

secure fair and stable prices for petroleum producers; an efficient, economic and regular supply of 
petroleum to consuming nations; and a fair return on capital to those investing in the industry.  

4. It is headquartered in Vienna, Austria.  
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5. OPEC membership is open to any country that is a substantial exporter of oil and which shares the ideals 
of the organization.  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Founder members of OPEC.  
2. Top oil producers?  
3. India’s crude oil imports?  
4. Components and refining of crude oil.  
5. Crude oil storage facilities in India?  

6. Geographical location of OPEC members.  
7. Type of Crude oil produced by OPEC and 

non-OPEC members.  
8. What is OPEC+?  

 
Mains Link: How groups, such as OPEC, influence 
oil prices across the world? Discuss.  

 

 Veto power of UNSC permanent members:  
Context:  
Liechtenstein is convening the UN General Assembly to debate a draft resolution -- backed by the US -- 
requiring the five permanent members of the UN Security Council (Russia, China, US, UK and France) to 
justify their use of the veto.  
 
Background:  
● The demand for a mechanism to ensure that UNSC permanent members cut back use of their veto powers 

is an old one.  
● It has recently gained strength and support from major players after Russia's recent invasion of Ukraine.  
● Moscow's veto power has allowed it to paralyse action in the UNSC, which is supposed to intervene in such 

conflicts as guarantor of global peace, as defined by the Charter of the United Nations.  
 
Need for:  
● Various countries have called for reforms in the UNSC, claiming that the body had not been able to fulfill 

responsibilities in maintaining global peace and security due to "limited representation".  
● Reform of the veto power is often included in proposals for reforming the Security Council. India has 

repeatedly said that the issue of expanding the UNSC should not be held hostage by the debate over veto 
power.  

 
What is veto power?  
The UNSC veto power is the power of the five permanent members of the UNSC to veto (strike down) any 
"substantive" resolution.  

● The veto power originates in Article 27 of the United Nations Charter.  
 
How and when is the veto power used?  
● Each member of the UNSC shall have a vote.  
● Decisions of the UNSC on procedural matters shall be made by an affirmative vote of nine members.  
● Decisions of the UNSC on all other matters shall be made by an affirmative vote of nine members, including 

the concurring votes of the permanent members.  
● This means that a negative vote from any of the permanent members will block the adoption of a draft 

resolution.  
● A permanent member that abstains or is absent from the vote will not block a resolution from being 

passed.  
 
Arguments for and against the veto:  
Supporters of veto power regard it as a promoter of international stability, and a check against "snap" military 
interventions.  
Critics, however, say that the veto is the most undemocratic element of the UN, as well as the main cause of 
inaction on war crimes and crimes against humanity, as it effectively prevents UN action against the permanent 
members and their allies.  
● Amnesty International claimed that the five permanent members had used their veto to "promote their 

political self interest or geopolitical interest above the interest of protecting civilians".  
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Case for Permanent Membership of India in UNSC:  
● India is the founding member of the UN.  
● Most significantly, India has almost twice the number of peacekeepers deployed on the ground than by P5 

countries.  
● India is also the largest democracy and second-most populous country.  
● India’s acquired status of a Nuclear Weapons State (NWS) in May 1998 also makes India a natural claimant 

as a permanent member similar to the existing permanent members who are all Nuclear Weapon States.  
● India is the undisputed leader of the Third world countries, as reflected by its leadership role in Non-

Aligned Movement and G-77 grouping.  
 
Insta Curious: Have you heard about the “coffee club”, which is an informal grouping comprising 40-odd 
members? What are its objectives? Reference.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About UNSC.  
2. Members.  
3. Election.  
4. Functions.  
5. About the UNSC Presidency.  

6. About the UN Charter.  
 
Mains Link: Discuss the need for reforms in UNSC.  
 
Link: https://m.timesofindia.com/india/veto-
power-of-unsc-permanent-members-where-india-
stands/amp_articleshow/90933141.cms.  

 

 International Day for Monuments and Sites:  
Context:  
Every year, the United Nations marks April 18 as the International Day for Monuments and Sites.  
In many countries the day is also celebrated as World Heritage Day.  

● Globally, the day is promoted by the International Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS).  
 
The theme for World Heritage Day 2022 is "Heritage and Climate".  
 
What is a World Heritage site?  
● These sites are officially recognised by the UN and the United Nations Educational Scientific and Cultural 

Organisation, also known as UNESCO. UNESCO believes that the sites classified as World Heritage are 
important for humanity, and they hold cultural and physical significance. 

● The list is maintained by the international World Heritage Programme administered by the UNESCO World 
Heritage Committee, composed of 21 UNESCO member states which are elected by the General Assembly. 

● Each World Heritage Site remains part of the legal territory of the state wherein the site is located and 
UNESCO considers it in the interest of the international community to preserve each site.  

 
Eligibility:  
To be selected, a World Heritage Site must be an already classified landmark, unique in some respect as a 
geographically and historically identifiable place having special cultural or physical significance.  
 
Heritage sites in India:  

● India is home to 40 UNESCO World Heritage Sites.  
● Harappan city of Dholavira in Gujarat as India’s 40th world heritage site.  
● Ramappa Temple (Telangana) was India's 39th World Heritage Site.  
● Khangchendzonga National Park, Sikkim has been inscribed as India's first and the only “Mixed World 

Heritage Site”.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link: 

1. Who declares a site as world heritage site?  

2. What is endangered list?  
3. What is tentative list?  
4. WHS in India and their locations?  
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 G20:  
Context:  
US Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen and her counterparts from the mostly western bloc recently walked out of 
a G20 finance boffins session as Russian officials began to speak.  

● This was a boycott — to protest Moscow's war on Ukraine.  
● However, these countries were not joined by officials from at least ten other nations, including 

Indonesia, China, India, Brazil, South Africa, and Saudi Arabia.  
 
What's the issue?  
These countries have continued to resist Russian aggression and war crimes.  

● They said, Russia's illegal invasion of Ukraine is a grave threat to the global economy.  
● They demanded that Russia should not be participating or included in these meetings.  

 
What is the G20?  
The G20 is an annual meeting of leaders from the countries with the largest and fastest-growing economies.  

● Its members account for 85% of the world’s GDP, and two-thirds of its population.  
● The G20 Summit is formally known as the “Summit on Financial Markets and the World Economy”.  

 
Establishment:  
After the Asian Financial Crisis in 1997-1998, it was acknowledged that the participation of major emerging 
market countries is needed on discussions on the international financial system, and G7 finance ministers 
agreed to establish the G20 Finance Ministers and Central Bank Governors meeting in 1999. 
 
Presidency:  
● The group has no permanent staff of its 

own, so every year in December, a G20 
country from a rotating region takes on the 
presidency.  

● That country is then responsible for 
organising the next summit, as well as 
smaller meetings for the coming year.  

● They can also choose to invite non-member 
countries along as guests.  

● The first G20 meeting took place in Berlin in 
1999, after a financial crisis in East Asia 
affected many countries around the world.  

 
Full membership of the G20:  
Argentina, Australia, Brazil, Canada, China, France, Germany, India, Indonesia, Italy, Japan, Mexico, Russia, 
Saudi Arabia, South Africa, South Korea, Turkey, the United Kingdom, the United States and the European 
Union.  
 
Its relevance in changing times:  
● As globalization progresses and various issues become more intricately intertwined, the recent G20 

summits have focused not only on macroeconomy and trade, but also on a wide range of global issues 
which have an immense impact on the global economy, such as development, climate change and energy, 
health, counter-terrorism, as well as migration and refugees.  

● The G20 has sought to realize an inclusive and sustainable world through its contributions towards 
resolving these global issues.  

 
Insta Curious:  
Do you know about Sherpas? Reference: read this.  
Currently, Indonesia holds the presidency of the G20 Summit.  
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InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. G20 vs G20+ vs G7 vs G8. 
2. Objectives and sub- groups. 
3. Overview of Geographical locations of the 

member countries.  

 
Mains Link: Do you think the recent G20 summits 
have turned into talking shops rather than getting 
down to brass tacks? Critically analyse.  

 

 International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA):  
Context:  
Rafael Grossi, Director-General of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), will head an assistance 
mission to the now-defunct Chernobyl nuclear power plant in Ukraine aimed at stepping up efforts to help 
prevent the danger of a nuclear accident in the wake of the ongoing Moscow-Kiev war.  
 
Background:  
Since the withdrawal of the Russian military from the Chernobyl plant, Ukraine has taken significant steps for 
the safe and secure operation of the site of world's worst nuclear accident, where various radioactive waste 
management facilities are now located.  

● But the general situation in the area around the site known as the Exclusion Zone remains difficult, in 
part due to damaged bridges and de-mining activities.  

 
About IAEA:  

● Set up as the world’s “Atoms for Peace” organization in 1957 within the United Nations family.  
● Reports to both the United Nations General Assembly and Security Council.  
● Headquarters in Vienna, Austria.  

 
Functions:  

● Works with its Member States and multiple partners worldwide to promote the safe, secure and 
peaceful use of nuclear technologies.  

● Seeks to promote the peaceful use of nuclear energy, and to inhibit its use for any military purpose, 
including nuclear weapons.  

 
Programs:  

1. Program of Action for Cancer Therapy (PACT).  
2. Human Health Program.  
3. Water Availability Enhancement Project.  
4. International Project on Innovative Nuclear Reactors and Fuel Cycles, 2000.  

 
Insta Curious: Do you remember the 123 Agreement and Hyde Act? Read Here (Briefly) 
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. What is IAEA? Relation with the UN.  
2. Members of IAEA.  
3. Programs of IAEA.  

4. Board of Governors- composition, voting 
and functions.  

5. What is Uranium Enrichment?  
 
Mains Link: Discuss the need for bringing back the 
Iran nuclear deal.  

 

 International Finance Corporation (IFC):  
Context:  
The Medical Education and Drugs Department (MEDD) and International Finance Corporation (IFC) have 
joined forces to prioritise health care projects with emphasis on Medical Education under the public-private 
partnership (PPP) model in Maharashtra.  

● IFC will be the transaction advisor for the PPPs to develop super-specialty hospitals and medical 
education facilities across the state.  
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About the International Finance 
Corporation (IFC):  
● It is an international financial 

institution that offers investment, 
advisory, and asset management 
services to encourage private 
sector development in 
developing countries. 

● It is a member of the World Bank 
Group and is headquartered in 
Washington, D.C., United States.  

● It was established in 1956 as the private sector arm of the World Bank Group to advance economic 
development by investing in strictly for-profit and commercial projects that purport to reduce poverty and 
promote development.  

● The IFC is owned and governed by its member countries, but has its own executive leadership and staff 
that conduct its normal business operations.  

● It is a corporation whose shareholders are member governments that provide paid-in capital and which 
have the right to vote on its matters.  

 
Roles and functions:  
1. Since 2009, the IFC has focused on a set of development goals that its projects are expected to target. Its 

goals are to increase sustainable agriculture opportunities, improve healthcare and education, increase 
access to financing for microfinance and business clients, advance infrastructure, help small businesses 
grow revenues, and invest in climate health. 

2. It offers an array of debt and equity financing services and helps companies face their risk exposures while 
refraining from participating in a management capacity. 

3. It advises governments on building infrastructure and partnerships to further support private sector 
development.  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Institutions under the World Bank group.  
2. Difference between IDA and IBRD.  
3. Types of loans by IDA.  

4. About IFC.  
5. Headquarters of important World Bank 

institutions.  
6. What is the open data initiative?  

 

 Global Security Initiative:  
Context:  
A new Global Security Initiative has been put forward by Chinese President Xi Jinping.  
● This initiative will look to counter the Indo-Pacific strategy and the Quad – the India, U.S., Australia, Japan 

grouping.  
 
Aim of this initiative:  

● As per the Chinese President, Global Security Initiative will stay committed to the vision of common, 
comprehensive, cooperative and sustainable security.  

● It would oppose unilateralism, and say no to group politics and bloc confrontation.  
● This initiative would oppose the wanton use of unilateral sanctions and long-arm jurisdiction.  

 
Key Principles:  
● This initiative would build an Asian security model of mutual respect, openness and integration.  
● It would oppose the destruction of the international order under the banner of so-called rules.  
● It will also oppose the dragging of the world under the cloud of the new cold war.  
● This initiative will oppose the use of the Indo-Pacific strategy to divide the region and create a new Cold 

War, and the use of military alliances to put together an Asian version of NATO.  
 
Need for:  
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With growing threats posed by unilateralism, hegemony and power politics, and increasing deficits in peace, 
security, trust and governance, mankind is facing more and more intractable problems and security threats.  
● Thus, China held that the Global security initiative is envisaged to uphold the principle of "indivisible 

security”.  
● The principle of "indivisible security" means that no country can strengthen its own security at the 

expense of others.  
 
What are Events Signaling a New Cold War?  

● China’s aggressive development under the relatively enlightened authoritarianism.  
● In order to contain rising China’s assertiveness, the US under its ‘pivot to Asia policy’ Has launched a 

Quad initiative & Indo pacific narrative.  
● Most recently, the US proposed to expand G7 to G-11 without including China in it.  
● China’s actions in the South China Sea, first by land reclamation and then constructing artificial islands 

for extending extra-territorial claim, has seen sharp criticism from the US and its allies.  
 
What are China’s views on the Quad?  

● There is a general understanding that the Quad would not take on a military dimension against any 
country. The strategic community in China, nevertheless, had branded it an emerging “Asian NATO”.  

● Notably, Japanese PM Shinzo Abe’s “Confluence of Two Seas” address to the Indian Parliament gave a 
fresh impetus to the Quad concept. This recognised the economic rise of India.  

 
Concerns for India:  

● There could be a warning for New Delhi in these efforts, that others are stitching up formal, 
institutionalized security cooperation that leave India out.  

● With two new treaties now in the region—AUKUS being the other—and more potentially on their way, 
New Delhi needs to consider seriously whether its continuing scepticism of closer security cooperation 
with others best serves India’s interest.  

● More problematically, it is another indicator that India has not entirely escaped its traditional aversion 
to external security partnerships even when the limitations of its domestic capacities are self-evident.  

 
Insta Curious: Have you heard of Quad Plus? Quad members have also indicated a willingness to expand the 
partnership through a so-called Quad Plus that would include South Korea, New Zealand, and Vietnam amongst 
others.   
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link: 

1. Quad- composition.  
2. When was it first proposed?  
3. Countries and important islands in the 

Indian Ocean region.  
4. Geographical overview of the Indo-Pacific 

region.  

5. Important seas and straits in the region.  
 
Mains Link: A formal revival and re-invigoration of 
the Quad is called for to maintain peace and 
tranquillity and to ensure observance of the UN 
Law of the Seas. Examine.  
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GENERAL STUDIES – 3 
 

Topics: Indian Economy and issues relating to planning, mobilization of resources, growth, 
development and employment. 

 Regulatory framework for special purpose acquisition companies (SPACs):  
Context:  
The government is reportedly considering a regulatory framework for special purpose acquisition companies 
(SPACs).  
 
What are SPACs?  
● An SPAC, or a blank-cheque company, is an entity specifically set up with the objective of acquiring a firm 

in a particular sector.  
● An SPAC aims to raise money in an initial public offering (IPO) without any operations or revenues.  
● The money that is raised from the public is kept in an escrow account, which can be accessed while making 

the acquisition.  
● If the acquisition is not made within two years of the IPO, the SPAC is delisted and the money is returned 

to the investors.  
 
Why are they attractive?  
While SPACs are essentially shell companies, a key factor that makes them attractive to investors are the 
people who sponsor them.  
Globally, prominent names have participated in SPACs.  
 
Associated concerns:  
● In March last year, the US Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) issued an investor alert on SPACs, 

cautioning investors “not to make investment decisions related to SPACs based solely on celebrity 
involvement”.  

● There may be lesser returns for retail investors post-merger.  
● Certain clauses could potentially prevent investors from getting their monies back.  
 
Where does India stand?  
Of the 1,145 IPOs by blank-cheque companies since 2009, 248 happened in 2020, 613 in 2021, and 58 in 2022 
so far.  

● The gross proceeds raised by SPACs amounted to over $83 billion in 2020 and $162 billion in 2021. The 
number for 2022 has crossed $10 billion already.  

 
Insta Curious: Did you know that the Company Law Committee, which was set up in 2019 to make 
recommendations to boost ease of doing business in India, has suggested the government to set up SPACs?  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. SPACs.  
2. The Company Law Committee.  
3. Shell Companies.  

4. Companies Act.  
 
Mains Link: Discuss the concerns associated with 
SPACs.  

 

Topics: Inclusive growth and issues arising from it. 

 Digital Banking Units:  
Context:  
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman has reiterated her Budget announcement on setting up 75 digital banking 
units in 75 districts of the country this year.  

● This is to take forward the government’s agenda of digital financial inclusion.  
 
What is digital banking?  
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Simply put, digital banking involves taking all traditional banking activity online — doing away with paperwork 
like cheques, pay-in slips, demand drafts and so on.  
 
What are digital banking units?  
A digital banking unit is a specialised fixed point business unit or hub housing certain minimum digital 
infrastructure for delivering digital banking products and services as well as servicing existing financial products 
and services digitally in self-service mode at any time.  
 
Who will set up these DBUs?  
Commercial banks (other than regional rural banks, payment banks and local area banks) with past digital 
banking experience are permitted to open DBUs in tier 1 to tier 6 centres, unless otherwise specifically 
restricted, without having the need to take permission from the RBI in each case.  
 
What are the services that will be provided by these units?  
As per the RBI, each DBU must offer certain minimum digital banking products and services. Such products 
should be on both liabilities and assets side of the balance sheet of the digital banking segment.  

● The services include savings bank accounts under various schemes, current accounts, fixed deposits 
and recurring deposit accounts, digital kit for customers, mobile banking, Internet banking, debit cards, 
credit cards, and mass transit system cards etc.  

 
What are the benefits of DBUs?  

1. Digital banking units will help banks themselves which are now looking to reduce physical footprint 
with fewer brick and mortar branches, with a ‘light’ banking approach.  

2. The move will open up the rural market for service providers besides providing a boost to credit flow.  
3. Such units will also be cheaper to establish than a new branch, and can provide better customer 

experience aided by technology.  
4. The units can also be branded as new-age banks that can help provide personalised finance 

management tools to new consumers, branded better.  
5. Digi banking units also require lesser staff, with cheaper maintenance due to technological tools and 

hence can be high-yield units for the parent bank.  
6. If not anything, more such units can encourage more financial literacy and a favourable outlook 

towards digital banking - which is the need of the hour.  
 
Significance:  
The move will open up the rural market for service providers besides providing a boost to credit flow.  
 
Need for:  
Given the rapid rise of digital banking, digital payments, and FinTech innovation, it was critical to develop 
digital infrastructure to support digital banking, which has enormous potential.  
 
RBI Guidelines for DBUs:  
● According to the guidelines, permission to open DBUs has been given to scheduled commercial banks (SCB) 

that have past digital banking experience.  
● They can open DBUs in Tier 1 to Tier 6 centres without taking any permission from the Reserve Bank of 

India (RBI).  
● The DBUs that will be opened by the SCBs will be treated as Banking Outlets.  
● Each DBU has to be housed distinctly, with separate provisions for exit and entry.  
● The guidelines state that the DBUs must be separate from the existing Banking Outlet with proper formats 

provided that will be appropriate for digital banking users.  
● Each DBU must be headed by a senior and experienced executive of the bank who can be designated as the 

DBU’s Chief Operating Officer (COO).  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Digital Banking Units.  

2. Who can set up?  
3. Eligibility.  
4. Services.  
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5. Digital banking.  
 
Mains Link: Discuss the significance of Digital 
Banking Units.  

Link:https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/e
veryday-explainers/what-are-digital-banking-units-
7878178/lite/.  

 

 Panchayati Raj Ministry, UNDP sign pact on Sustainable Development 
Goals:  

Context:  
The Ministry of Panchayati Raj and the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) have signed a joint 
statement of understanding on localisation of Sustainable Development Goals.  
 
Need for understanding on localisation of 
SDGs:  
● Panchayati Raj institutions (PRIs) have 

been a critical component of local self-
governance across rural India.  

● These institutions have achieved last-
mile connectivity in execution of 
various schemes of different line 
departments/ministries. SDGs too can 
be achieved only if we actively involve 
PRIs.  

● Also, about 65% of India’s population 
lives in rural areas.  

  
About UNDP:  
● UNDP provides expert advice, training and grants support to developing countries, with an increasing 

emphasis on assistance to the least developed countries.  
● It promotes technical and investment cooperation among nations.  
● The UNDP Executive Board is made up of representatives from 36 countries around the world who serve 

on a rotating basis.  
● It is funded entirely by voluntary contributions from member nations.  
● The UNDP is considered an executive board within the UN General Assembly (UNGA).  
 
Report:  
The Human Development Report (HDR) is an annual report published by the Human Development Report 
Office of the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP).  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. SDGs vs MDGs- similarities, differences and 
time period.  

2. Adoption and administration of these 
goals.  

3. United Nations Conference on the Human 
Environment vs Earth Summit.  

4. UNCED vs UNCSD.  
5. Rio+20 vs Agenda 21.  
6. Addis Ababa Action.  

7. Goals related to poverty and environment.  
8. Intended nationally determined 

contributions (INDC).  
 
Mains Link: Enumerate the principal goals and 
targets of Sustainable Development Goals.  
 
Link:https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehin
du.com/news/national/union-panchayati-raj-
ministry-undp-sign-pact-on-sustainable-
development-goals/article65351304.ece/amp/.  
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Topics: Major crops cropping patterns in various parts of the country, different types of 
irrigation and irrigation systems storage, transport and marketing of agricultural produce 
and issues and related constraints; e-technology in the aid of farmers. 

 Dam Rehabilitation and Improvement Project: 
Context:  
Of all Asian countries, India has the highest flood mortality rate, or the number of lives lost to flood each 
year. According to the Central Water Commission, between 1952 and 2018, floods led to the loss of one 
hundred thousand lives and Rs 4,69,000 crore in damages.  

● These tragedies are now being compounded by the effects of climate change on dam operations.  
 
What's the issue?  
The country has 5,745 dams, of which 293 are more than 100 years old; 25% of the dams are between 50 and 
100 years old.  

● These dams are ill-equipped to respond to climate change, as old rainfall patterns shift and extreme 
weather events increase in frequency.  

● An assessment report of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, released in March 2022, 
notes that instances of floods in South Asia, including those caused by glacial lake outbursts, are going 
to increase with rising temperature.  

 
The solution- About DRIP:  
The project was launched in 2012 by the Central Water Commission (CWC) with assistance from the World 
Bank.  
 
The objectives of DRIP:  

1. To improve the safety and operational performance of selected existing dams and associated 
appurtenances in a sustainable manner.  

2. To strengthen the dam safety institutional setup of participating States / Implementing Agencies.  
 
Phase 1 of the Project:  
The first phase of the DRIP programme covered 223 dams in 7 states. 
 
Phase II and Phase III:  
● Financial Assistance is being provided by the World Bank (WB), and Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank 

(AIIB).  
● The Project will be implemented over a period of 10 years duration in two Phases, each of six years 

duration with two years overlapping from April, 2021 to March, 2031.  
 
DRIP Phase II & Phase III envisages the following objectives:  

1. To improve the safety and performance of selected existing dams and associated appurtenances in a 
sustainable manner.  

2. To strengthen the dam safety institutional setup in participating states as well as at central level.  
3. To explore the alternative incidental means at a few selected dams to generate the incidental revenue 

for sustainable operation and maintenance of dams.  
 
Need for the Scheme: 
India ranks third globally after China and the United States of America, with 5334 large dams in operation. In 
addition, about 411 dams are under construction at present. There are also several thousand smaller dams. 

● Indian dams and reservoirs play an important role in the economic and agricultural growth of our 
country by storing approximately 300 billion cubic meter of water annually. 

● These dams present a major responsibility in terms of asset management and safety. 
● The consequences of dam failure can be catastrophic, in terms of loss of human life and property, and 

damage to ecology.  
 
Insta Curious:  
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● DHARMA (Dam Health and Rehabilitation Monitoring) is a system to monitor the health of dams. At 
present, it is being used by 18 states.  

● A seismic hazard analysis information system (SHAISYS) has also been developed.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About DHARMA.  
2. What is SHAISYS?  
3. About DRIP.  

4. Implementation of the third phase and 
international financial assistance.  

 
Mains Link: Discuss the significance of the Dam 
Rehabilitation and Improvement Project.  

 

 Parboiled rice:  
Context:  
The Centre has said it will stop the purchase of excess parboiled rice, of 
which Telangana is a major producer.  

● The demand for parboiled rice has come down in recent years.  
 
What is parboiled rice?  
It is rice that has been partially boiled at the paddy stage, before milling. 
Parboiling of rice is not a new practice, and has been followed in India 
since ancient times.  
 
How is it prepared today?  
There are several processes for parboiling rice. For example:  
1. CFTRI, Mysuru, uses a method in which the paddy is soaked in hot 

water for three hohours. The water is then drained and the paddy 
steamed for 20 minutes. Also, the paddy is dried in the shade.  

2. Chromate soaking process: It uses chromate, a family of salt in which the anion contains both chromium 
and oxygen, which removes the odour from the wet rice.  

All processes generally involve three stages — soaking, steaming and drying. After passing through these 
stages, the paddy goes for milling.  
 
What are the benefits?  

● Parboiling makes rice tougher. This reduces the chances of the rice kernel breaking during milling.  
● Parboiling also increases the nutrient value of the rice.  
● Parboiled rice has a higher resistance to insects and fungi.  

 
Disadvantages:  

● The rice becomes darker and may smell unpleasant due to prolonged soaking.  
● Besides, setting up a parboiling rice milling unit requires a higher investment than a raw rice milling 

unit.  
 
Link: https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/what-is-parboiled-rice-and-why-centre-wants-to-stop-
purchasing-it-7873759/lite/.  

 

 Why is India looking to boost wheat exports?  
Context:  
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine and the subsequent western sanctions on Russia have affected wheat exports 
from the Black Sea region and impacted food security in several countries, especially in Africa and West Asia.  

● The disruption to global wheat supplies in turn has thrown open opportunities that India’s grain 
exporters are eyeing, especially given the domestic surplus availability of the cereal.  

 
India's wheat production and consumption:  
India expects to produce 112 million tonnes of wheat in the current season. The government requires 24-26 
million tonnes a year for its food security programmes.  
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Status of India’s wheat exports:  

● Wheat exports in the 2021-2022 financial year were estimated at 7.85 million tonnes, a quadrupling 
from 2.1 million tonnes in the previous year.  

● Exports this fiscal are expected to be almost 10 million tonnes worth $3 billion.  
 
Why India?  
More countries are turning to India because of the competitive price, acceptable quality, availability of surplus 
wheat and geopolitical reasons.  
 
Which new markets are expected to buy from India?  
Egypt, Jordan and countries in East Africa are also likely to source the foodgrain from India. 
 
What is being done to facilitate exports?  

● The Commerce Ministry has put in place an internal mechanism to facilitate it and get the paperwork 
ready for the related sanitary and phytosanitary applications to help facilitate shipments.  

● The railways are providing rakes on priority to move the wheat.  
● The railways, ports, and testing laboratories are all geared up to meet the requirements.  

 
Insta Curious: Did you know that Russia is the market leader for wheat exports (almost 15% share)?  
 
InstaLinks:  

1. Wheat- Production.  
2. Wheat imports and exports from India.  
3. APEDA.  

 

Mains Link: Discuss the need for and significance of 
wheat exports from India.  
 
Link:https://www.thehindu.com/business/Econom
y/explained-why-is-india-looking-to-boost-wheat-
exports/article65326806.ece/amp/.  

 

 Haryana imposes ban on transportation of fodder:  
Context:  
The authorities in Haryana have banned inter-district and inter-state transportation of wheat fodder.  
 
Rationale behind this move:  

● There may be a shortage of fodder for the animals in the district if the same is sent out from the 
district.  

● The situation is likely to worsen in future in the absence of rains.  
● More farmers opting for mustard crop in place of wheat in southern Haryana.  
● There is less than usual production of wheat because of early onset of summer coupled with an 

exceptional rise in mercury this year.  
● Because of geopolitical tensions amid the ongoing Russia-Ukraine war, a perception is building that the 

wheat prices would increase in near future.  
In this environment, the authorities want to meet local needs of fodder before allowing the same for other 
states.  
 
Criticisms:  
The decision has drawn sharp criticism from the farmer groups and the Opposition.  

● Farmer groups say, the authorities are not allowing the farmers to earn profit by selling their fodder at 
higher prices when they are already hit by low production of wheat this year.  

 
Topics: Issues related to direct and indirect farm subsidies and minimum support prices; 
Public Distribution System- objectives, functioning, limitations, revamping; issues of buffer 
stocks and food security; Technology missions; economics of animal-rearing. 

 Minimum support price (MSP):  
Context:  
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The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs has approved the Minimum Support Price (MSP) for Raw Jute for 
2022-23 season.  

● The approval is based on recommendations of the Commission for Agricultural Costs and Prices.  
● The announced MSP of raw jute for 2022-23 season is in line with the principle of fixing the MSP at a 

level of at least 1.5 times all India weighted average cost of production as announced by the 
Government in the Budget 2018-19.  

● It assures a minimum of 50 percent as margin of profit.  
● It is one of the important and progressive steps towards ensuring better remunerative returns to the 

jute growers and to incentivize quality jute fibre.  
 
What is MSP?  
MSP is the rate at which the government buys grains from farmers.  
 
How is it calculated?  
The MSP is the rate at which the government purchases crops from farmers, and is based on a calculation of at 
least one-and-a-half times the cost of production incurred by the farmers.  
● The Union Budget for 2018-19 had announced that MSP would be kept at levels of 1.5 the cost of 

production.  
● The MSP is fixed twice a year on the recommendations of the Commission for Agricultural Costs and 

Prices (CACP), which is a statutory body and submits separate reports recommending prices for kharif and 
rabi seasons.   

 
Which production costs are taken in fixing the MSPs?  
The CACP considers both ‘A2+FL’ and ‘C2’ costs while recommending MSP.  

1. A2 costs cover all paid-out expenses, both in cash and kind, incurred by farmers on seeds, fertilisers, 
chemicals, hired labour, fuel and irrigation, among others.  

2. A2+FL covers actual paid-out costs plus an imputed value of unpaid family labour.  
3. The C2 costs account for the rentals and interest forgone on owned land and fixed capital assets 

respectively, on top of A2+FL.  
 
The limitations of MSP:  

1. The major problem with the MSP is lack of government machinery for procurement for all crops except 
wheat and rice, which the Food Corporation of India actively procures under the PDS.  

2. As state governments procure the last mile grain, the farmers of states where the grain is procured 
completely by the government benefit more while those in states that procure less are often affected.  

3. The MSP-based procurement system is also dependent on middlemen, commission agents and APMC 
officials, which smaller farmers find difficult to get access to.  

 
Insta Curious: Do you know about the private member's bill for Minimum Support Price of crops introduced by 
MP Varun Gandhi last year? Reference: read this.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Composition of CCEA.  
2. What is CACP?  

3. How many crops are covered under the 
MSP scheme?  

4. Who announces MSP?  
5. Difference between Kharif and Rabi crops.  

 

 River Ranching Programme:  
Context:  
Over 10,000 fish fingerlings of Indian major carps — catla, rohu and 
mrigal — were released in the Ganga at Sangam nose under the 
ranching programme organised by ICAR-Central Inland Fisheries 
Research Institute (CIFRI), Prayagraj, recently.  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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● The exercise has been undertaken for conservation and promotion of fish species that are becoming 
extinct in the Ganga.  

 
River Ranching Programme:  
Nationwide River Ranching Programme was launched in Uttar Pradesh in 2021.  
 
What is River Ranching?  

● River Ranching is a form of aquaculture in which a population of a fish species (such as salmon) is held 
in captivity for the first stage of their lives.  

● They are then released, and later harvested as adults when they return from the sea to their 
freshwater birthplace to spawn.  

 
About the Programme:  
River ranching programme was introduced as special activity under the ‘Pradhan Mantri Matsya Sampada 
Yojana (PMMSY) scheme to augment and enhance fish production and productivity by expanding, intensifying, 
diversifying and utilizing land & water productively.  
 
Who is the implementing agency?  
National Fisheries Development Board, 
Hyderabad is the nodal agency under central 
component of the PMMSY.  
 
What is the need of the programme?  
As the human population is growing, 
requirement of high-quality protein & 
demand of fish is increasing gradually. Thus, 
to promote sustainable use and conservation 
of fishery resources in an economical and 
environmentally responsible manner, River 
Ranching Programme was launched.  

● This programme will help in achieving sustainable fisheries, conserving biodiversity, assessing 
ecosystem services, reducing habitat degradation and maximizing social-economic benefits.  

● It will also ensure the upgradation of traditional fishery, trade & social protection of Inland 
communities and ecosystem sustainability.  

 
About the ‘Pradhan Mantri Matsya Sampada Yojana (PMMSY) scheme:  

● It is a scheme for focused and sustainable development of fisheries sector in the country.  
● 20,050 crores has been sanctioned for its implementation during a period of 5 years from FY 2020-21 

to FY 2024-25 in all States/Union Territories, as a part of AatmaNirbhar Bharat Package.  
● The scheme focuses on beneficiary-oriented activities in Marine, Inland fisheries and Aquaculture.  
● It seeks to adopt ‘Cluster or Area based approaches’.  

 
Aims and targets of the scheme:  

1. Enhance fish production by an additional 70 lakh tonne by 2024-25. 
2. Increase fisheries export earnings to Rs.1,00,000 crore by 2024-25. 
3. Double incomes of fishers and fish farmers. 
4. Reduce post-harvest losses from 20-25% to about 10%. 
5. Generate additional 55 lakhs direct and indirect gainful employment opportunities in fisheries sector 

and allied activities.  
 
Insta Curious: Have you heard about rainbow revolution? Reference: read this.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About the River Ranching Programme.  

2. About PMSSY.  
3. Duration of the scheme.  
4. Targets under the scheme.  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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5. What is Blue Revolution scheme?  
6. Aquatic Disease Referral Laboratory has 

been established at?  

 
Mains Link: Discuss the significance of the Pradhan 
Mantri Matsya Sampada Yojana.  

 

Topics: Infrastructure: Energy, Ports, Roads, Airports, Railways etc. 

 PM GatiShakti — National Master Plan:  
Context:  
PM Gati Shakti entails the geospatial mapping of everything in the country, different layers of maps which talk 
to each other, leading to integrated planning, with better optimization of time and cost.  
 
What is Geospatial Technology?  

● Geospatial technology uses tools like GIS (Geographic Information System), GPS (Global Positioning 
System) and Remote Sensing for geographic mapping and analysis.  

● These tools capture spatial information about objects, events and phenomena (indexed to their 
geographical location on earth, geotag). The location data may be Static or Dynamic.  

● Static location data include position of a road, an earthquake event or malnutrition among children in a 
particular region while dynamic location data include data related to a moving vehicle or pedestrian, 
the spread of an infectious disease etc.  

● The technology may be used to create intelligent maps to help identify spatial patterns in large 
volumes of data. 

● The technology facilitates decision making based on the importance and priority of scarce resources.  
 
About PM GatiShakti:  
It is a digital platform that connects 16 ministries — including Roads and Highways, Railways, Shipping, 
Petroleum and Gas, Power, Telecom, Shipping, and Aviation.  
It aims to ensure holistic planning and execution of infrastructure projects.  
 
Services provided:  

● The portal will offer 200 layers of geospatial data, including on existing infrastructure such as roads, 
highways, railways, and toll plazas, as well as geographic information about forests, rivers and district 
boundaries to aid in planning and obtaining clearances.  

● The portal will also allow various government departments to track, in real time and at one centralised 
place, the progress of various projects, especially those with multi-sectoral and multi-regional impact.  

 
Significance:  
The objective is to ensure that “each and every department now have visibility of each other’s activities 
providing critical data while planning and execution of projects in a comprehensive manner.  
● Through this, different departments will be able to prioritise their projects through cross–sectoral 

interactions”.  
● It will also boost last-mile connectivity and bringing down logistics costs with integrated planning and 

reducing implementation overlaps.  
 
Need for:  

● Poor infrastructure planning included newly-built roads being dug up by the water department to lay 
pipes. This has badly affected the road Infrastructure and movement of the country.  

● Also, logistics costs in India are about 13-14% of GDP as against about 7-8% of GDP in developed 
economies. High logistics costs impact cost structures within the economy, and also make it more 
expensive for exporters to ship merchandise to buyers.  

 
Insta Curious: Did you know about the Geospatial Energy Map of India? Reference: read this.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About the Project.  
2. Key features.  

3. Components.  
 
Mains Link: Discuss about the significance of the 
project.  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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 Coal gasification:  
Context:  
Jindal Steel & Power Limited (JSPL) has plans of setting up a coal gasification plant -- the second in the 
country -- at its Raigarh plant in Chhattisgarh.  
 
Significance:  
India is committed to cut consumption of coal, a primary pollutant, in power plants to half by 2030 and reduce 
its overall carbon footprint. Coal gasification is considered a greener alternative to burning the fossil fuel in 
furnaces.  
 
What is coal gasification?  
It is the process of producing syngas, a mixture consisting of carbon monoxide (CO), hydrogen (H2), carbon 
dioxide (CO2), natural gas (CH4), and water vapour (H2O). 

● During gasification, coal is blown with oxygen and steam while also being heated under high pressure.  
● During the reaction, oxygen and water molecules oxidize the coal and produce syngas.  

 
Benefits:  

1. Transporting gas is a lot cheaper than transporting coal. 
2. Help address local pollution problems.  
3. Has greater efficiency than conventional coal-burning because it can effectively use the gases twice: 

the coal gases are first cleansed of impurities and fired in a turbine to generate electricity. The exhaust 
heat from the gas turbine can be captured and used to generate steam for a steam turbine-generator.  

 
Concerns and challenges: 
Coal gasification is one of the more water-
intensive forms of energy production.  
There are also concerns about water 
contamination, land subsidence and disposing 
of waste water safely. 
 
Coal dependency of India:  
India is the second largest importer, consumer 
and producer of coal, and has the world's fourth 
largest reserves.  
 
Recent Reforms In Coal Sector:  

1. Commercial mining of coal allowed, with 50 blocks to be offered to the private sector.  
2. Entry norms will be liberalised as it has done away with the regulation requiring power plants to use 

“washed” coal.  
3. Coal blocks to be offered to private companies on a revenue sharing basis in place of fixed cost.  
4. Coal bed methane (CBM) extraction rights to be auctioned from Coal India’s coal mines.  

 
Insta Curious: Have you heard about the National Coal Index? Why is it useful? Reference: read this.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. What is Coal Gasification?  
2. How is it done?  
3. What are the byproducts?  
4. Benefits of Gasification?  

5. What is Underground Coal Gasification?  
6. What is coal liquefaction?  
7. Benefits of Liquefaction.  

 
Mains Link: Write a note on goal gasification and 
liquefaction. Discuss their significance.  

 

 InTranSE -II Program:  
Context:  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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The government has launched Indigenous Intelligent Transportation Systems (ITS) Solutions for Indian Traffic 
Scenario under Intelligent Transportation System Endeavor for Indian Cities Phase-II Program.  

● InTranSE -II is an initiative of the Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY).  
 
Recently launched solutions include:  
An indigenous Onboard Driver Assistance and Warning System – ODAWS: It incorporates vehicle-borne 
sensors for monitoring driver propensity and vehicle surroundings to deliver acoustic and visual alerts for driver 
assistance.  
Bus Signal Priority System: It is an operational strategy that modifies normal traffic signal operations to better 
accommodate in-service public buses at signal-controlled intersections.  
Common SMart iot Connectiv (CoSMiC) software: CoSMiC provides a Dashboard page showing IoT units, 
products, applications, and its live data in a Geographical Information System (GIS) map.  
 
What is InTranSe?  
Intelligent Transportation System Endeavour (InTranSe) for Indian IndianCities" is a National level 
Collaborative Research and Development Program.  
Funded by the Department of Electronics and Information Technology (DeitY), Ministry of Communications and 
Information Technology, Government of India.  
Aim: InTranSe aims at Development, Demonstration, Deployment, Technology Transfer and Commercialization 
of products and technologies relevant to Intelligent Transportation System (ITS).  
Overall objective of the program is to provide the country with the capability to become a significant player in 
the area of Intelligent Transportation System (ITS).  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Intelligent Transportation System (ITS).  
2. Common SMart iot Connectiv (CoSMiC) 

software.  
3. Bus Signal Priority System.  

4. An indigenous Onboard Driver Assistance 
and Warning System.  

5. InTranSE -II Program.  
 
Mains Link: Discuss the significance of the InTranSE 
-II Program.  

 

 Global Wind Report 2022:  
Context:  
Released by: Global Wind Energy Council (GWEC).  
What is GWEC? Established in 2005, it is the international trade association for the wind power industry, 
representing the united voice of the industry, globally.  
 
Highlights of the Report:  
1. Wind energy installations every year across the world must quadruple from the 94 GW installed in 2021 

within this decade to meet the global climate targets.  
2. Without the necessary amplification, restricting global warming over pre-industrial levels to 1.5 degrees 

Celsius — a target set by the Paris Agreement — and achieving Net Zero emissions by 2050 may become 
difficult.  

3. New offshore installations in 2022 are likely to decline to the 2019 / 2020 levels, primarily due to the 
reduction of installations in China.  

4. Market growth is expected to regain momentum from 2023, eventually passing the 30GW-mark in 2026.  
5. Offshore wind energy generation increases return on investment, along with reducing greenhouse gas 

emissions.  
 
Challenges to growth:  

● Inconsistent policy environments focused on short-term political aims.  
● Badly designed markets which do not enable bankable renewable energy projects.  
● Infrastructure and transmission bottlenecks.  
● A lack of adequate industrial and trade policies related to renewable technologies Hostile political or 

misinformation campaigns.  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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Scope in India:  
● More than 1.4 GW of wind was installed in 2021, exceeding the 1.1 GW of installations during the previous 

year.   
● The Union Ministry of New and Renewable Energy (MNRE) has set a target of installing 5 GW of offshore 

capacity by 2022 and 30 GW by 2030. India is yet to develop its offshore wind energy facility.  
● India can generate 127 GW of offshore wind energy with its 7,600 km of coastline.  
 
Need of the hour:  

1. Governments to tackle issues such as planning barriers and grid connection challenges.  
2. To sustain and increase growth in wind-based generation capacity, policymakers are urged to 

streamline the procedures to grant permits, including land allocation and grid connection projects.  
3. Workforce planning for large-scale renewables deployment should be an early policy priority and 

investment in grids must treble from current levels through to 2030.  
4. Annual transition-related investment in the energy system must increase 2.7 times from the 2019 level, 

to $5.69 trillion a year till 2030.  
5. There is also a need for greater public-private co-operation to confront “the new geopolitics of the 

wind supply chain”.  
6. A stronger international regulatory framework is needed to address the increased competition for 

commodities and critical minerals.  
 
Insta Curious:  
The state of Gujarat has highest Wind Energy potential, followed by Rajasthan, Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu, 
Madhya Pradesh, Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh.  
● India currently has the fourth highest wind installed capacity in the world with total installed capacity of 

39.25 GW.  
● The state of Tamil Nadu tops the list, with an annual wind power output of around 9,000 MW per annum; 

followed by Gujarat, Maharashtra, Karnataka and Rajasthan.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About GWEC.  
2. Global Wind Report 2022.  
3. Highlights.  

4. Wind energy in India.  
 
Mains Link: Discuss the significance of wind energy 
for India.  

 

 Why is there a coal crisis in India?  
Context:  
To battle the looming energy crisis in the country due to constraints on domestic coal supply, the central 
government has decided to take a number of steps to increase the use of imported coal for power generation, 
including for blending purposes.  
 
These steps include:  
● All the companies have been asked to operationalise 

their power plants at full capacity to reduce 
pressure on domestic coal demand.  

● The Centre has decided to allow the cost of 
imported coal as a pass-through till December 2022.  

● It has asked all the states to use imported coal for 
blending purposes to the extent of 10% instead of 
only 4% to ensure maintaining adequate coal stocks 
at the power plant as per the advised coal stock 
norms.  

 
What's the issue?  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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India is the world’s second largest coal producer, with the world’s fourth largest reserves, but a steep surge 
in power demand that has outstripped pre-pandemic levels means state-run Coal India’s supplies are no longer 
enough.  
 
How bad is the situation?  
The situation is “touch and go”, and could be “uncomfortable” for up to six months.  

● The coal stocks at its thermal power plants can supply just days of fuel.  
● The coal stocks at the power plant end were only 36% of the normative requirement which would be 

sufficient for only about 11 days.  
● This is worrisome because coal-fired plants make up nearly 70% of India's power source mix.  
● It is expected that the peak demand may increase up to 210 GW in April’2022.  
● Therefore, all the coal-based power plants need to have adequate coal stocks, enabling supply of coal-

based power to the extent of about 160 GW during peak hours.  
 
Reasons for the shortage:  

● Sharp fall in imports due to high prices.  
● Increased economic activity after the second wave of the pandemic has driven up demand for coal.  

 
Impact of the shortage:  
● If industries face electricity shortages it could delay India's economic reopening.  
● Some businesses might downscale production.  
● India's population and underdeveloped energy infrastructure will mean the Power Crisis could hit long and 

hard.  
 
What next?  

● Coal India and NTPC Limited are working to raise output from mines.  
● The government is trying to bring more mines on stream to boost supply.  
● India will need to amp its imports despite the financial cost.  

 
Recent Reforms In Coal Sector:  

● Commercial mining of coal allowed, with 50 blocks to be offered to the private sector.  
● Entry norms will be liberalised as it has done away with the regulation requiring power plants to use 

“washed” coal.  
● Coal blocks to be offered to private companies on revenue sharing basis in place of fixed cost.  
● Coal gasification/liquefaction to be incentivised through rebate in revenue share.  
● Coal bed methane (CBM) extraction rights to be auctioned from Coal India’s coal mines.  

 
Challenges ahead:  
1. Coal is the most important and abundant fossil fuel 

in India. It accounts for 55% of the country's energy 
needs. The country's industrial heritage was built 
upon indigenous coal.  

2. Commercial primary energy consumption in India 
has grown by about 700% in the last four decades.  

3. The current per capita commercial primary energy 
consumption in India is about 350 kgoe/year which 
is well below that of developed countries.  

4. Driven by the rising population, expanding 
economy and a quest for improved quality of life, 
energy usage in India is expected to rise. 

5. Considering the limited reserve potentiality of petroleum & natural gas, eco-conservation restriction on 
hydel project and geo-political perception of nuclear power, coal will continue to occupy centre-stage of 
India's energy scenario.  

 
Insta Curious:  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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Have you heard about the National Coal Index? Why is it useful? Reference: read this.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About NCI.  
2. Key features.  
3. Types of coal.  
4. What is Coal Gasification?  
5. How is it done?  
6. What are the byproducts?  

7. Benefits of Gasification?  
8. What is Underground Coal Gasification?  
9. What is coal liquefaction?  
10. Benefits of Liquefaction.  

 
Mains Link: Write a note on goal gasification and 
liquefaction. Discuss their significance.  

 

Topics: Science and Technology- developments and their applications and effects in 
everyday life Achievements of Indians in science & technology; indigenization of technology 
and developing new technology. 

 Genome sequencing 
Context: Complete human genome sequencing has been done 
Nearly two decades ago, when scientists published the map of the human genome for the first time, about 8% 
of the human DNA was left unsequenced. Now, this has been completed giving the picture of the human 
genome for the first time. 
 
Why it matters 
A complete human genome makes it easier to study genetic variation between individuals or between 
populations.  
What was missing 

• The genetic sequence made available in 2003 from the Human Genome Project, an international 
collaboration between 1990 and 2003, contained information from a region of the human genome 
known as the euchromatin. Here, the chromosome is rich in genes, and the DNA encodes for protein. 

• The 8% that was left out was in the area called heterochromatin. This is a smaller portion of the 
genome, and does not produce protein. 

• There were at least two key reasons why heterochromatin was given lower priority. This part of the 
genome was thought to be “junk DNA”, because it had no clear function. Besides, the euchromatin 
contained more genes that were simpler to sequence with the tools available at the time. 

• Now, the fully sequenced genome is the result of the efforts of a global collaboration called the 
Telomere-2-Telomere (T2T) project. The invention of new methods of DNA sequencing and 
computational analysis helped complete the reading of the remaining 8% of the genome. 

 
Genome sequencing is the process that involves deciphering the exact order of base pairs in an individual. This 
“deciphering” or reading of the genome is what sequencing is all about. Costs of sequencing differ based on the 
methods employed to do the reading or the accuracy stressed upon in decoding the genome. 
  
Need for genome sequencing: 

1. Ever since the human genome was first sequenced in 2003, it opened a fresh perspective on 
the link between disease and the unique genetic make-up of each individual. 

2. Nearly 10,000 diseases — including cystic fibrosis, thalassemia — are known to be the result of 
a single gene malfunctioning. 

3. While genes may render some insensitive to certain drugs, genome sequencing has shown that 
cancer too can be understood from the viewpoint of genetics, rather than being seen as a 
disease of certain organs 

 
Importance of Genome Sequencing: 
• A genetic test, which is commercially available at several outlets in the country, usually involves 

analysing only a portion of the genome that’s known to contain aberrant genes linked  to disease. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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• It is important to ensure that India, with its unparalleled human diversity, i s adequately 
represented in terms of genomic data and develops indigenous capacity  to generate, maintain, 
analyse, utilize and communicate large-scale genome data, in a scalable manner. 

• Ever since the human genome was first sequenced in 2003, it opened a f resh perspective on the 
link between disease and the unique genetic make-up of each individual. 

• Nearly 10,000 diseases including cystic fibrosis, thalassemia are known to be the result of a single 
gene malfunctioning. 

• While genes may render some insensitive to certain drugs, genome sequencing has shown that 
cancer too can be understood from the viewpoint of genetics, rather than being seen as a disease 
of certain organs. 

• The human genome has about 3.2 billion base pairs and just 10 years ago cost about $10 ,000. Now 
prices have fallen to a tenth. 

India’s efforts towards Genome sequencing: 
• Centre for Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR) have done the whole genome sequencing 

of novel coronavirus 
• IndiGen Genome project: 

o The IndiGen initiative was undertaken by CSIR in April 2019, which was implemented by 
the CSIR-Institute of Genomics and Integrative Biology (IGIB), Delhi and CSIR-Centre for 
Cellular and Molecular Biology (CCMB), Hyderabad. 

o The objective is to enable genetic epidemiology and develop public health technologies 
applications using population genome data. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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o This has enabled benchmarking the scalability of genome sequencing and 
computational analysis at population scale in a defined timeline. 

o The ability to decode the genetic blueprint of humans through whole genome 
sequencing will be a major driver for biomedical science.  

o IndiGen programme aims to undertake whole genome sequencing of thousands of 
individuals representing diverse ethnic groups from India.  

• Genome India: 
o The Government of India has cleared a gene-mapping project called “Genome India” 

recently. 
o To build a grid of the Indian “reference genome”, to understand fully the type and 

nature of diseases and traits that comprise the diverse Indian population.  
o This is spearheaded by the Centre for Brain Research at Bengaluru-based Indian 

Institute of Science as the nodal point of about 20 institutions. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What is Genome Sequencing? What are its applications?  
2. How Genome sequencing is done? 

Mains Link: 
Q. What is Genome Sequencing and what are its benefits? Also, enumerate the steps taken by India in this 
direction. (10M) 
Sources: Indian Express 
 

 Indian Antarctic Bill 2022:  
Context:  
Nearly 40 years after India first signed the Antarctic Treaty, the government has brought in the Indian 
Antarctic Bill-2022 to regulate and monitor activities at its research stations in the frozen continent.  
 
Key features of the bill:  
● It envisages regulating visits and activities to 

Antarctica as well potential disputes that may arise 
among those present on the continent.  

● Applicability: The Bill will apply to Indians, foreign 
citizens, corporations, firms and joint ventures 
functioning in India, and any vessel or aircraft that is 
either Indian or part of an Indian expedition.  

● It prescribes penal provisions for certain serious 
violations.  

● It prohibits Indian expedition to Antarctica or carrying 
of certain activities in Antarctica without a permit or 
the written authorisation of another party to the 
protocol.  

● It provide for inspection in India by an officer designated by the Central government as an Inspector and to 
constitute an inspection team to carry out inspections in Antarctica.  

● It provides for the constitution of the fund to be called the Antarctic fund which shall be applied towards 
the welfare of Antarctic research work and protection of Antarctic environment.  

 
Need for legislation:  

● India had been a signatory to the Antarctica Treaty since 1983 that encumbered India to specify a set 
of laws governing portions of the continent where it had its research bases.  

● The Treaty made it mandatory for the 54 signatory countries to specify laws governing territories on 
which their stations are located.  

● India is also signatory to treaties such as the Convention on the Conservation of Antarctic Marine 
Living Resources and the Commission for Conservation of Antarctic Marine Living Resources, both of 
which enjoin India to help preserve the pristine nature of the continent.  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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Also, there is growing concern over preserving the pristine Antarctic environment and ocean around Antarctica 
from exploitation of marine living resources and human presence in Antarctica.  
 
Insta Curious: Do you know about India’s two operational research Stations- Maitri & Bharati in Antarctica? 
Read Here.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About Antarctic Treaty. 
2. About Antarctic Treaty System. 

3. India’s missions in Arctic and Antarctic.  
 
Mains Link: Discuss the objectives of Antarctic 
Treaty. Is it relevant still today? Discuss.  

 

 5G Vertical Engagement and Partnership Program:  
Context:  
The Department of Telecommunications (DoT) has invited 
Expression of Interest (EoI) for “5G Vertical Engagement and 
Partnership Program (VEPP)” initiative to build strong 
collaboration partnerships across 5G Use-case ecosystem 
stakeholders.  
 
About the 5G VEPP:  
● It is an Initiative, where the DoT will “facilitate necessary 

approvals, regulatory clearances to enable use case 
prototyping, pilots, demos, trials at the user or vertical 
industry premises”.  

● The DoT will facilitate access to experimental spectrum, access to testbeds and engagement with 
academia, other ministries for necessary regulatory policies and pilots wherever feasible.  

 
Objectives:  
It seeks to build strong collaboration partnerships across 5G Use-case ecosystem stakeholders with velocity and 
with an exclusive emphasis to address User/Vertical Industry needs.  
 
Significance:  
It will enable close collaboration between User verticals and 5G Tech stakeholders (Service providers, Solution 
providers & partner Original Equipment Manufacturers), which can trigger a multiplier effect to try & finetune 
5G digital solutions in respective economic verticals.  
 
What is 5G? 

● 5G is the next generation of mobile broadband that will eventually replace, or at least augment 4G LTE 
connection. 

 
Features and benefits of the 5G technology:  
1. Operate in the millimeter 

wave spectrum (30-300 
GHz) which have the 
advantage of sending 
large amounts of data at 
very high speeds.  

2. Operate in 3 bands, 
namely low, mid and high 
frequency spectrum.  

3. Reduced latency will 
support new applications 
that leverage the power of 5G, the Internet of Things (IoT), and artificial intelligence.  

4. Increased capacity on 5G networks can minimize the impact of load spikes, like those that take place 
during sporting events and news events.  

Union Minister of Communications, Shri 
Ashwini Vaishnaw, recently said that the 
commercial rollout of 5G services could 
be expected from August-September 
2022 onwards.  
● The government is confident of 

resolving issues related to high 
spectrum pricing with the industry.  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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Significance of the technology:  
India’s National Digital Communications Policy 2018 highlights the importance of 5G when it states that the 
convergence of a cluster of revolutionary technologies including 5G, the cloud, Internet of Things (IoT) and data 
analytics, along with a growing start-up community, promise to accelerate and deepen its digital engagement, 
opening up a new horizon of opportunities.  
 
Challenges for 5G Roll-out in India:  
Procedural Delays: India’s telecom sector is greatly affected by the procedural delays and their multiple issues.  
Affordability of Spectrum: Many countries around the world may already roll out 5G connectivity to its users 
but, in India, the 5G spectrum is yet to be allocated.  
Last-mile Connectivity: Catering to last-mile broadband connectivity in Tier-II, Tier-III cities and rural homes are 
challenging since India lacks optical fiber infrastructure and Greenfield deployment which has immensely 
affected last-mile connectivity.  
Affordable 5G Devices: On the consumer front, affordable 5G devices are yet to take their place in the market.  
 
Insta Curious: Is India prepared for roll-out of 5G? Read here,  
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What is 5G? 
2. Differences between 3G, 4G and 5G. 
3. Applications. 

4. What is a spectrum?  
5. About EMF Project.  

 
Mains Link: Discuss the significance of 5G 
technology.

 

 Self-replicating mRNA Covid-19 vaccines:  
Context:  
A California based 
pharmaceutical company has 
developed ARCT-154, a self-
amplifying mRNA vaccine 
against Covid-19 infection.  
 
Benefits:  
It offered 95% protection 
against severe Covid-19 and 
55% against Covid infection.  
 
What are mRNA vaccines?  
An mRNA vaccine use 
messenger RNA that encodes 
the spike protein of the 
coronavirus.  

● The mRNA directs the cell to produce copies of the spike protein, so that the immune system will 
recognise the spike if and when actual infection takes place, and mount a response.  

Examples: Pfizer/BioNTech and Moderna.  
 
What are self-amplifying mRNA vaccines?  
A self-amplifying mRNA vaccine is an improvement on the traditional RNA platform. It encodes four extra 
proteins in addition to the vaccine antigen, and these enable amplification of the original strand of RNA once 
inside the cell. The basic advantage is that it requires a smaller dose.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. What is a vaccine?  

2. How do vaccines work?  
3. Working of the immune system.  
4. What is mRNA?  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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5. Potential applications of mRNA vaccines.  Mains Link: Discuss the benefits of mRNA vaccines.   
 

 
 
 

 

 Gravitational Lensing:  
Context:  
This article forms a part of The Hindu’s Science for All newsletter, which explains all things Science, without 
the jargon.  
 
What is gravitational lensing? How does it work?  
● Gravitational lensing is an effect of Einstein’s theory of general 

relativity – simply put, mass bends light.  
● The gravitational field of a massive object will extend far into space, 

and cause light rays passing close to that object (and thus through its 
gravitational field) to be bent and refocused somewhere else.  

● The more massive the object, the stronger its gravitational field and 
hence the greater the bending of light rays – just like using denser 
materials to make optical lenses results in a greater amount of 
refraction.  

 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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Benefits:  
● Gravitational lensing is useful to cosmologists because it is directly sensitive to the amount and 

distribution of dark matter.  
● Lensing can help astronomers work out exactly how much dark matter there is in the Universe as a 

whole and also how it is distributed.  
● Lensing has also been used to help verify the existence of dark matter itself.  

 
Insta Curious: Gravity is one of the weaker forces in nature, if you consider the strength of the electromagnetic 
force, which acts between charged, magnetic particles like the electron, or the strong nuclear force, which acts 
between components of the atomic nucleus, such as the protons and neutrons.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Gravitational Lensing.  
2. Gravity.  
3. Galaxy.  
4. Electromagnetic force.  
5. Light waves.  
6. Light years.  

 
Mains Link: Discuss the significance of Gravitational 
Lensing.  
 
Link: https://www.thehindu.com/sci-
tech/science/what-is-gravitational-
lensing/article65338095.ece/amp/. 

 

Topics: Awareness in space. 

 James Webb Space Telescope:  
Context:  
After launching late last year, NASA’s revolutionary James Webb Space Telescope is finally getting ready to 

fixate its numerous golden mirrors on distant targets.  

● Firstly, It’ll be looking at Jupiter, the iconic gas giant in our own star system.  
● The JWST will also take a closer look at Jupiter’s moons Io and Ganymede, the latter being the only 

known moon that has its own magnetosphere.  
 
About JSWT:  
Launched in December 2021, JWST is a joint venture between the US (Nasa), European (Esa) and Canadian 
space agencies (CSA).  
● It is an orbiting infrared observatory that will complement and extend the discoveries of the Hubble Space 

Telescope, with longer wavelength coverage and greatly improved sensitivity.  
● Webb was formerly known as the "Next Generation Space Telescope" (NGST) and it was renamed in 2002 

after a former NASA administrator, James Webb.  
● It will be a large infrared telescope with an approximately 6.5 meter primary mirror.  
 
Objectives and functions of the telescope:  
1. It will look deeper into the cosmos - and thus further back in time - than is possible with Hubble.  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/science/what-is-gravitational-lensing/article65338095.ece/amp/
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/science/what-is-gravitational-lensing/article65338095.ece/amp/
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/science/what-is-gravitational-lensing/article65338095.ece/amp/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/11/04/insights-daily-current-affairs-04-november-2016/james-webb-space-telescope/


 

www.insightsonindia.com       129  InsightsIAS 

2. It will do this with a much bigger mirror (6.5m in diameter 
versus 2.4m) and instruments that are tuned to the 
infrared.  

3. Scientists hope this set-up can detect the light from the 
very first population of stars in the Universe to switch on 
more than 13.5 billion years ago.  

 
Orbit:  
● The Hubble Space Telescope orbits around the Earth at 

an altitude of ~570 km above it.  
● Webb will not actually orbit the Earth, instead it will sit at 

the Earth-Sun L2 Lagrange point, 1.5 million km away.  
● At the L2 point Webb's solar shield will block the light 

from the Sun, Earth, and Moon which will help Webb stay 
cool, which is very important for an infrared telescope.  

 

 NASA-ISRO NISAR Mission:  
Context:  
Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) is working with 
the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) 
of the United States of America to jointly realise a satellite 
mission named ‘NASA-ISRO Synthetic Aperture Radar (NISAR)’ for scientific studies of Earth.  

● The NISAR mission is scheduled for launch in 2023.  
 
About NISAR:  
● It is optimised for studying hazards and global environmental change and can help manage natural 

resources better and provide information to scientists to better understand the effects and pace of climate 
change.  

● It will scan the globe every 12 days over the course of its three-year mission of imaging the Earth’s land, ice 
sheets and sea ice to give an “unprecedented” view of the planet.  

● It will detect movements of the planet’s surface as small as 0.4 inches over areas about half the size of a 
tennis court.  

● NASA will provide one of the radars for the satellite, a high-rate communication subsystem for science 
data, GPS receivers and a payload data subsystem.  

● ISRO will provide the spacecraft bus, the second type of radar (called the S-band radar), the launch vehicle 
and associated launch services.  

● NISAR will be equipped with the largest reflector antenna ever launched by NASA and its primary goals 
include tracking subtle changes in the Earth’s surface, spotting warning signs of imminent volcanic 
eruptions, helping to monitor groundwater supplies and tracking the rate at which ice sheets are melting. 

 
Synthetic aperture radar:  
The name NISAR is short for NASA-ISRO-SAR. SAR here refers to the synthetic aperture radar that NASA will 
use to measure changes in the surface of the Earth.  
● Essentially, SAR refers to a technique for producing high-resolution images. Because of the precision, the 

radar can penetrate clouds and darkness, which means that it can collect data day and night in any 
weather.  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About SAR.  
2. About NISAR.  

3. Objectives.  
 
Mains Link: Write a note on NISAR.  

 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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 What is Meteor Shower?  
Context:  
Lyric Meteor showers peaked in Indian 
skies on April 22nd and will continuously 
pass through till April 29 at nearly 10-15 
meteors every hour.  
● Lyrids are debris of Comet Thatcher, 

which is currently traveling at a 
distance of 1,60,00,00,000 
kilometers from the planet.  

● Currently traveling away from the 
Sun, Comet Thatcher will begin its 
return trajectory in another 45 
years.  

 
Meteor Shower vs Storm:  
Every 33 years, a Leonid shower turns 
into a meteor storm, which is when 
hundreds to thousands of meteors can 
be seen every hour.  
● A meteor storm should have at least 

1,000 meteors per hour. In 1966, a 
Leonid storm offered views of 
thousands of meteors that fell 
through the Earth’s atmosphere per 
minute during a period of 15 
minutes.  

● The last such storm took place 
in2002.  

 
What are meteor showers? 
● Meteors are bits of rock and ice that 

are ejected from comets as they 
manoeuvre around their orbits 
around the sun. 

● Meteor showers are witnessed 
when Earth passes through the trail 
of debris left behind by a comet or 
an asteroid. 

 
What Are the Differences Between An 
Asteroid, Comet, Meteoroid, Meteor 
and Meteorite? 
1. Asteroid: A relatively small, inactive, 

rocky body orbiting the Sun. 
2. Comet: A relatively small, at times 

active, object whose ices can 
vaporize in sunlight forming an 
atmosphere (coma) of dust and gas 
and, sometimes, a tail of dust 
and/or gas. 

3. Meteoroid: A small particle from a 
comet or asteroid orbiting the Sun. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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4. Meteor: The light phenomena which 
results when a meteoroid enters the 
Earth’s atmosphere and vaporizes; a 
shooting star.  

5. Meteorite: A meteoroid that survives its 
passage through the Earth’s atmosphere 
and lands upon the Earth’s surface.  

 
Insta Curious: Did you know that the light in 
a Meteor shower—which is why a meteor is 
called a shooting star — is a result of the 
friction between the meteorite and the 
molecules present in the Earth’s atmosphere 
because of which it burns?  
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What is an Asteroid? 
2. What is a comet? 
3. What is coma? 
4. Differences between Asteroid, 

Comet, Meteoroid, Meteor and 
Meteorite.  

 

 NASA's Lucy mission:  
Context:  
NASA’s Lucy mission — set to explore a group of asteroids that follow 
behind and in front of Jupiter's orbit — hit a snag recently when one of 
its solar arrays failed to unfurl.  

● NASA will perform two steps over the next several months to 
fully reveal an unfurled solar array.  

 
About 'Lucy' Mission:  
Launched in October 2022, this is NASA's first mission to explore the 
Jupiter Trojan asteroids.  
● It is a solar-powered mission.  
● It is estimated to be over 12 years long, during the course of which the spacecraft will visit eight asteroids 

covering a distance of about 6.3 billion km to deepen the understanding of the “young solar system”.  
 
Aim of the mission:  
The mission is designed to understand the composition of 
the diverse asteroids that are a part of the Trojan asteroid 
swarms, to determine the mass and densities of the 
materials and to look for and study the satellites and rings 
that may orbit the Trojan asteroids.  
 
What are Trojan Asteroids? Why are they called so?  
These asteroids are believed to be the remnants of the early 
solar system, and studying them will help scientists 
understand its origins and evolution, and why it looks the 
way it does.  

● The Trojan asteroids are believed to be formed from the same material that led to the formation of 
planets nearly 4 billion years ago when the solar system was formed.  

 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2018/11/09/insights-daily-current-affairs-09-november-2018/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/12/14/7-trojan-asteroids-discuss-significance-nasas-osiris-rex-mission/


 

www.insightsonindia.com       132  InsightsIAS 

Insta Curious: Did you know that the mission is named after ‘Lucy’, a 3.2 million-year-old ancestor who 
belonged to a species of hominins (which include humans and their ancestors)?  
 
Did you know that the Asteroids are divided into three categories? Which are those? Reference: read this.  
 

 What is NASA’s new communications system LCRD?  
Context:  
NASA recently demonstrated its Laser Communications Relay Demonstration (LCRD). It was launched in 
December 2021.  

● It is the agency’s first-ever laser communications system.  
● The LCRD will help the agency test optical communication in space.  

 
About LCRD:  
LCRD is a technology demonstration that will pave the way for future optical communications missions.  

● The LCRD payload is hosted onboard the US Department of Defense’s Space Test Program Satellite 6 
(STPSat-6).  

● It will be in a geosynchronous orbit, over 35,000km above Earth.  
 
Advantages of optical communications systems:  
Optical communications systems are smaller in size, weight, and require less power compared with radio 
instruments.  

● A smaller size means more room for science instruments.  
● Less weight means a less expensive launch.  
● Less power means less drain on the spacecraft’s batteries.  
● With optical communications supplementing radio, missions will have unparalleled communications 

capabilities.  
 
Laser VS radio:  
Laser communications and radio waves use different wavelengths of light.  

● Laser uses infrared light and has a shorter wavelength than radio waves. This will help the transmission 
of more data in a short time.  

 
Insta Curious: Did you know that optical communications will help increase the bandwidth 10 to 100 times 
more than radio frequency systems?  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About LCRD.  
2. Radio frequency.  
3. Optical communications systems.  

4. NASA missions.  
 
Mains Link:  
Discuss the significance of NASA's LCRD.  

 

Topics: Awareness in the fields of IT, Computers, robotics, nano-technology, bio-technology 
and issues relating to intellectual property rights. 

 mRNA vaccine technology:  
Context:  
Vaccine maker Biological E. has been selected to receive mRNA technology from the World Health Organization 
technology transfer hub.  
 
WHO’s technology transfer hub:  
Primarily set up to address the Covid-19 emergency, WHO’s technology transfer hub has the potential to 
expand manufacturing capacity for other products as well, including treatments, and target other priorities 
such as malaria, HIV and cancer.  
 
What is this technology all about?  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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Messenger RNA or mRNA technology works by teaching our cells to recognize and protect us against infectious 
diseases. One of the challenges with this new technology is that it must be kept cold to maintain stability 
during transport and storage.  
What are mRNA vaccines? 
mRNA vaccines trick the body into producing some of the viral proteins itself. 

● They work by using mRNA, or messenger RNA, which is the molecule that essentially puts DNA 
instructions into action. 

● Inside a cell, mRNA is used as a template to build a protein. 
 
How it works? 
1. To produce an mRNA vaccine, scientists produce a synthetic version of the mRNA that a virus uses to build 

its infectious proteins. 
2. This mRNA is delivered into the human body, whose cells read it as instructions to build that viral protein, 

and therefore create some of the virus’s molecules themselves. 
3. These proteins are solitary, so they do not assemble to form a virus. 
4. The immune system then detects these viral proteins and starts to produce a defensive response to them. 
 
Significance of mRNA vaccines: 
There are two parts to our immune system: innate (the defences we’re born with) and acquired (which we 
develop as we come into contact with pathogens). 

● Classical vaccine molecules usually only work with the acquired immune system and the innate 
immune system is activated by another ingredient, called an adjuvant. 

● Interestingly, mRNA in vaccines could also trigger the innate immune system, providing an extra layer 
of defence without the need to add adjuvants. 

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. What is a vaccine?  
2. How do vaccines work?  
3. Working of the immune system.  

4. What is mRNA?  
5. Potential applications of mRNA vaccines.  

 
Mains Link: Discuss the benefits of mRNA vaccines.   

 

Topics: Conservation related issues, environmental pollution and degradation, 
environmental impact assessment. 

 What is the IPCC, and why are its Assessment Reports important?  
Context:  
The third part of the IPCC’s Sixth Assessment Report was released recently.  

● The first part of the report was released in August last year. That one was centred around the 
scientific basis of climate change.  

● The second part of the report is about climate change impacts, risks and vulnerabilities, and 
adaptation options.  

● The third and final part of the report is focused on looking into the possibilities of reducing emissions.  
 
What is the Sixth Assessment Report (AR6)?  
The Sixth Assessment Report (AR6) of the United Nations Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) is 
the sixth in a series of reports intended to assess scientific, technical, and socio-economic information 
concerning climate change.  
● This report evaluates the physical science of climate change – looking at the past, present, and future 

climate.  
● It reveals how human-caused emissions are altering our planet and what that means for our collective 

future.  
The Assessment Reports, the first of which had come out in 1990, are the most comprehensive evaluations of 
the state of the earth’s climate.  

● So far five reports have been released (1990, 1995, 2001, 2007 and 2015).  
 
Significance of IPCC Reports:  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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IPCC reports form the scientific basis on which countries across the world build their policy responses to 
climate change.  
● These reports, on their own, are not policy prescriptive: They do not tell countries or governments what to 

do. They are only meant to present factual situations with as much scientific evidence as is possible.  
● And yet, these can be of immense help in formulating the action plans to deal with climate change.  
● These reports also form the basis for international climate change negotiations that decide on the 

responses at the global level. It is these negotiations that have produced the Paris Agreement, and 
previously the Kyoto Protocol.  

 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC):  

● It is an intergovernmental body of the United Nations responsible for advancing knowledge on 
human-induced climate change.  

● It was established in 1988 by the World Meteorological Organization (WMO) and the United Nations 
Environment Programme (UNEP).  

● Headquarter: Geneva, Switzerland.  
● Function: To provide policymakers with regular assessments of the scientific basis of climate change, its 

impacts and future risks, and options for adaptation and mitigation.  
 
Highlights of the third part:  

1. The report found that over the past decade, emissions have continued to rise. Average annual global 
greenhouse gas emissions in the decade of 2010-19 were at their highest levels in human history.  

2. Limiting global warming to around 1.5degrees Celsius requires global GHG emissions to peak before 
2025 at the latest, and be reduced by 43% by 2030.  

3. Pledges to Paris Agreement are Insufficient: Current pledges made by countries who have signed the 
Paris Agreement are known as Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs).  

4. Abysmal climate finance flows from developed countries have affected energy transition in 
developing countries.  

 
Insta Curious: Know what previous IPCC reports have said here?  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About IPCC.  
2. About NDCs.  
3. Paris Agreement.  
4. Assessment Reports.  
5. UNEP.  

Mains Link: Discuss about the concerns highlighted 
by IPCC Sixth Assessment Report.  
 
Link:https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/e
veryday-explainers/explained-what-is-the-ipcc-and-
why-are-its-assessment-reports-important-
7852860/lite/.  

 

 Green Hydrogen Potential:  
Context:  
Indian Oil Corporation (IOC), Larsen & Toubro (L&T), and ReNew Power (ReNew) have signed a binding term 
sheet to set up a Joint Venture (JV) company to develop the green hydrogen sector in India.  

● The Joint Venture will aim to supply green hydrogen at an “industrial scale”.  
 
Significance:  
India can become a hub for green hydrogen as the country has an inherent advantage in the form of 
abundant renewable energy.  
India, being a tropical country, has a significant edge in green hydrogen production due to its favourable 
geographical conditions and abundant natural resources.  

● Producing hydrogen from renewables in India is likely to be cheaper than producing it from natural gas.  
 
Efforts in this regard:  
1. The Centre has released draft guidelines on the National Hydrogen Mission which aims to increase 

production to 5 million metric tonnes (MMT) by 2030 to meet about 40 percent of domestic requirements.  
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2. The centre is considering a proposal to introduce a Rs 15,000-crore Production Linked Incentive (PLI) 
scheme for electrolysers.  

3. In February, the centre notified a green hydrogen and green ammonia policy that offers 25 years of free 
power for any new renewable energy plants set up for green hydrogen production before July 2025.  

4. The government is also planning to introduce mandates requiring that the oil refining, fertiliser and steel 
sectors procure green hydrogen for a certain proportion of their requirements.  

 
What is green hydrogen?  
Hydrogen when produced by electrolysis using renewable energy is known as Green Hydrogen which has no 
carbon footprint.  
 
Significance of Green Hydrogen:  

● Green hydrogen energy is vital for India to meet its Nationally Determined Contribution (INDC) Targets 
and ensure regional and national energy security, access and availability.  

● Green Hydrogen can act as an energy storage option, which would be essential to meet intermittencies 
(of renewable energy) in the future.  

● In terms of mobility, for long distance mobilisations for either urban freight movement within cities and 
states or for passengers, Green Hydrogen can be used in railways, large ships, buses or trucks, etc.  

 
Applications of green hydrogen:  

● Green Chemicals like ammonia and methanol  can directly be utilized in existing applications like 
fertilizers, mobility, power, chemicals, shipping etc.  

● Green Hydrogen blending up to 10% may be adopted in CGD networks to gain widespread acceptance.  
 
Benefits:  

● It is a clean-burning molecule, which can decarbonize a range of sectors including iron and steel, 
chemicals, and transportation.  

● Renewable energy that cannot be stored or used by the grid can be channelled to produce hydrogen.  
 
Insta Curious: Hydrogen is an invisible gas. But, then how are they named green, pink and so on? Read here.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About Green Hydrogen.  
2. How is it produced?  
3. Applications.  

4. Benefits.  
5. About the Hydrogen Energy Mission.  

 
Mains Link: Discuss the benefits of Green 
Hydrogen.  

 

 The ‘Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition 
of Rights Act)’:  

Context:  
Ignoring the law that stresses that original inhabitants, traditional forest dwellers and Adivasis must not be 
evicted from Tiger Reserves, the MoEFCC, has recently simply stated that they will be rehabilitated so that they 
do not lose their traditional livelihood. No details on any modalities have, however, been provided.  

● However, activists have raised voice for the protection of these vulnerable sections under the 
provisions of the Forest Rights Act.  

 
About the Forest Rights Act: 
The Act passed in 2006 grants legal recognition to the rights of traditional forest dwelling communities. 
 
Rights under the Act: 
Title rights - i.e. ownership - to land that is being farmed by tribals or forest dwellers as on 13 December 2005, 
subject to a maximum of 4 hectares; ownership is only for land that is actually being cultivated by the 
concerned family as on that date, meaning that no new lands are granted.  
Use rights - to minor forest produce (also including ownership), to grazing areas, to pastoralist routes, etc.  
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Relief and development rights - to rehabilitation in case of 
illegal eviction or forced displacement; and to basic 
amenities, subject to restrictions for forest protection.  
Forest management rights - to protect forests and wildlife.  
 
Eligibility criteria: 
According to Section 2(c) of Forest Rights Act (FRA), to 
qualify as Forest Dwelling Scheduled Tribe (FDST) and be 
eligible for recognition of rights under FRA, three 
conditions must be satisfied by the applicant/s, who could 
be “members or community”: 
1. Must be a Scheduled Tribe in the area where the right is 
claimed; and 
2. Primarily resided in forest or forests land prior to 13-12-
2005; and 
3. Depend on the forest or forests land for bonafide 
livelihood needs. 
 
And to qualify as Other Traditional Forest Dweller (OTFD) 
and be eligible for recognition of rights under FRA, two 
conditions need to be fulfilled:  
1. Primarily resided in forest or forests land for three 

generations (75 years) prior to 13-12-2005. 
2. Depend on the forest or forests land for bonafide 

livelihood needs. 
 
Process of recognition of rights:  

1. The gram sabha, or village assembly, will initially pass a resolution recommending whose rights to 
which resources should be recognised.  

2. This resolution is then screened and approved at the level of the sub-division (or taluka) and 
subsequently at the district level.  

The screening committees consist of three government officials (Forest, Revenue and Tribal Welfare 
departments) and three elected members of the local body at that level. These committees also hear appeals.  
 
Insta Curious: Do you know about Critical Wildlife Habitats which are defined under the Forest Rights Act, 
2006? Read this.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Who can include or exclude areas under 
5th 

2. What are scheduled areas? 
3. Forest Rights Act- key provisions. 

4. Rights under this Act. 
5. Eligibility Criteria. 
6. Role of Gram Sabha in recognizing these 

rights  
7. What are Critical Wildlife Habitats?  

 

 ‘Prakriti’ green initiatives for effective plastic waste management:  
Context:  
In another step toward eliminating single-use plastic, the Union Environment Ministry has launched “Prakriti”, 
a mascot to spread greater awareness about small changes that can be sustainably adopted in the lifestyle for a 
better environment.  
 
During the event, following green initiatives were launched for plastic waste management:  
1 – National Dashboard on Elimination of Single Use Plastic and Plastic Waste Management (MoEFCC):' 

● This aims to connect all stakeholders including Central Ministries/ Departments, State/UT 
Governments, etc. through one platform and track status and progress made for elimination of single 
use plastic & effective management of plastic waste.  
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2 – Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) Portal for Plastic Packaging (CPCB):  

● This portal will look after tasks that will help in overall operational functions like improving 
accountability, traceability, transparency and facilitating ease of reporting compliance to EPR 
Obligations by Producers, Importers and Brand-owners.  

 
3 – Mobile App for Single Use Plastics Grievance Redressal (CPCB):  

● This app will allow citizens to check sale/usage/manufacturing of single use plastic in their region and 
tackle the plastic menace.  

 
4 – Monitoring module for single use plastic (CPCB):  

● This will be for local bodies, State pollution control board/PCCs and CPCB, etc. to invent details of single 
use plastic production, its sale & usage, etc. in commercial establishments at district level, and on-
ground enforcement of ban on single use plastics.  

 
5 – Industrial production of Graphene from Waste Plastic (G B Pant NIHE & NRDC) will promote more 
industries to come forward to upcycle plastic waste.  
 
Efforts by Government in this regard:  

● To tackle the challenge of plastic pollution, Prime Minister Narendra Modi announced India’s pledge to 
phase out Single-Use Plastics (SUPs) by 2022.  

● India’s plastic waste management rules 2016 were amended banning the import of plastic waste SUVs 
with effect from July 2022 onward.  

 
What are single use plastics?  
Single-use plastics refer to disposable items like grocery bags, food packaging, bottles and straws that are used 
only once before they are thrown away, or sometimes recycled.  
 
Why plastics?  

● As plastic is cheap, lightweight and easy to produce, it has led to a production boom over the last 
century, and the trend is expected to continue in the coming decades, according to the United Nations.  

● But countries are now struggling with managing the amount of plastic waste they have generated.  
About 60% of plastic waste in India is collected — that means the remaining 40% or 10,376 tons remain 
uncollected.  
 
Government's strategy:  
A government committee has identified the single use plastic (SUP) items to be banned based on an index of 
their utility and environmental impact. It has proposed a three-stage ban:  
1. The first category of SUP items proposed to be phased out are plastic sticks used in balloons, flags, candy, 

ice-cream and ear buds, and thermocol that is used in decorations.  
2. The second category, proposed to be banned from July 1, 2022, includes items such as plates, cups, 

glasses and cutlery such as forks, spoons, knives, straws, trays; wrapping and packing films used in sweet 
boxes; invitation cards; cigarette packets; stirrers and plastic banners that are less than 100 microns in 
thickness.  

3. A third category of prohibition is for non-woven bags below 240 microns in thickness. This is proposed to 
start from September next year.  

 
Challenges ahead:  

1. It is not going to be an easy task given that close to 26,000 tons of plastic waste is generated across 
India every day, of which more than 10,000 tons stays uncollected.  

2. A significant amount of plastic ends up in rivers, oceans and landfills.  
 
What needs to be done?  

1. The government has to do a thorough economic and environmental cost-benefit analysis.  
2. The plan has to take into account social and economic impacts for the ban to be successful.  
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3. We need better recycling policies because resources are poor and there needs to be a much broader 
strategy.  

 
Insta Curious: Do you know about Plastic eating Bacteria? Can it solve the rising problem of Plastic pollution? 
Read Here:  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. What are single use plastics?  
2. Uses.  

3. India's targets.  
4. Other countries which are planning to 

phase out the use of single use plastics.  

 

 Bengal Coast faces most Erosion:  
Context:  
According to the Ministry of Earth Sciences:  
Of the 6,907.18 km long Indian coastline of the mainland:  
● About 34% is under varying degrees of erosion.  
● 26% of the coastline is of an accreting nature, and the remaining 40% is in a stable state.  
● West Bengal, located on the eastern coast of the country, with a 534.35 km-long coastline, suffered erosion 

along about 60.5% of the coast (323.07 km) over the period from 1990 to 2018.  
● This is followed by Kerala on the west coast, which has 592.96 km of coastline and 46.4% of it (275.33 km) 

faces erosion.  
● Tamil Nadu, with a long coastline of 991.47 km, recorded erosion along 42.7% of it (422.94 km).  
● Gujarat, with the longest coastline of 1,945.60 km, recorded erosion along 27.06% (537.5 km) of it.  
● In the Union Territory of Puducherry, with a 41.66 km-long coastline, about 56.2% of its coast (23.42 km) 

recorded erosion.  
 
15th Finance Commission recommendations:  
1. Create a National Disaster Risk Management Fund (NDRMF) and State Disaster Risk Management Fund 

(SDRMF) comprising a Mitigation Fund at the National and State-levels (NDMF/SDMF).  
2. Create a Response Fund at the National and State level (NDRF/SDRF) for the award NDMA may develop 

suitable norms for mitigation measures to prevent erosion and both the Union and the State Governments 
develop a policy to deal with the extensive displacement of people caused by coastal and river erosion.  

 
Preparedness:  
Indian National Centre for Ocean Information Services (INCOIS) has prepared and published an atlas of 
Coastal Vulnerability Index (CVI) maps for the entire coastline of India at a 1:100000 scale using data on sea 
level rise, coastal slope, shoreline change rate, coastal elevation, coastal geomorphology, tidal range and 
significant wave height.  
 
What is Coastal erosion?  
● It is the process by which local sea-level rise, strong wave action, and coastal flooding wear down or carry 

away rocks, soils, and/or sands along the coast.  
● There are four main processes of coastal erosion. These are corrosion, abrasion, hydraulic action and 

attrition.  
● Coastal erosion structures Seawalls, revetments, bulkheads, groins and breakwaters may reduce erosion in 

the short term.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Coastal Vulnerability.  
2. CVI.  
3. Sea Level Rise.  
4. INCOIS.  
5. Coastal Multi-Hazard Vulnerability 

Mapping.  

6. Disaster Management.  
7. Environmental Pollution & Degradation.  
8. Coastal Vulnerability Index and Its 

Significance.  
 
Link:https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehin
du.com/sci-tech/energy-and-environment/34-of-
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indias-coastline-is-eroding-ministry-of-earth-
sciences/article65305899.ece/amp/.  
 

 State Energy and Climate Index:  
Context:  
Recently, the NITI Aayog launched the State Energy and Climate Index (SECI).  

● It is the first index that aims to track the efforts made by states and UTs in the climate and energy 
sector.  

 
State Energy and Climate Index:  

● The States have been categorized based on size and geographical differences as larger and smaller 
States and UTs.  

● The index is based on 2019-20 data.  
● The states and UTs are categorized into three groups: Front Runners, Achievers, and Aspirants.  

 
The objectives of the index are:  

1. Ranking the States based on their efforts towards improving energy access, energy consumption, 
energy efficiency, and safeguarding the environment.  

2. Helping drive the agenda of the affordable, accessible, efficient and clean energy transition at the State 
level.  

3. Encouraging healthy competition among the states on different dimensions of energy and climate.  
 
It ranks the states’ performance on 6 parameters, namely:  

1. DISCOM’s Performance.  
2. Access, Affordability and Reliability of Energy.  
3. Clean Energy Initiatives.  
4. Energy Efficiency.  
5. Environmental Sustainability.  
6. New Initiatives.  

The parameters are further divided into 27 indicators.  
 
Performance of various states:  

1. Gujarat, Kerala and Punjab have been ranked as the top three performers in the category of larger 
States, while Jharkhand, Madhya Pradesh and Chhattisgarh were the bottom three States.  

2. Goa emerged as the top performer in the smaller States category followed by Tripura and Manipur.  
3. Among UTs, Chandigarh, Delhi and Daman & Diu/Dadra & Nagar Haveli are the top performers.  
4. Punjab was the best performer in discom performance, while Kerala topped in access, affordability and 

reliability category.  
5. Haryana was the best performer in clean energy initiative among larger States and Tamil Nadu in the 

energy efficiency category.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Global climate indices and India’s Ranking.  
2. State Energy and Climate Index.  

3. NITI Aayog.  
4. India's Contribution Towards Net Zero 

Carbon Emission.  

 

 Flex Fuel Vehicles:  
Context:  
The Indian Sugar Mills Association (ISMA) has called for a faster launch of flex-fuel vehicles (FFVs) to achieve 20 
per cent of ethanol blending.  
 
What are flexible fuel vehicles (FFVs)?  
An FFV is a modified version of vehicles that could run both on gasoline and doped petrol with different levels 
of ethanol blends.  
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● FFVs will allow vehicles to use all the blends and also run on unblended fuel.  
● FFVs have compatible engines to run on more than 84 percent ethanol blended petrol.  

 
Benefits:  

● FFVs are aimed at reducing the use of polluting fossil fuels and cutting down harmful emissions.  
● Alternative fuel ethanol is Rs 60-62 per litre while petrol costs more than Rs 100 per litre in many parts 

of the country, so by using ethanol, Indians will save Rs 30-35 per litre.  
● For India, FFVs will present a different advantage as they will allow vehicles to use different blends of 

ethanol mixed petrol available in different parts of the country.  
● Also, these vehicles are a logical extension of the Ethanol Blended Petrol (EBP) programme launched 

by the Union Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas in January 2003.  
● Since India has surplus produce of corn, sugar and wheat, the mandatory blending of ethanol 

programme will help farmers in realising higher incomes.  
● For the overall Indian economy, higher usage of ethanol as an automobile fuel will help save import 

costs as the country meets more than 80 per cent of its crude oil requirements through imports.  
 
Disadvantages/challenges of using FFVs:  

1. Customer acceptance will be a major challenge since the cost of ownership and running cost are going 
to be very high compared with 100 per cent petrol vehicles.  

2. Running cost (due to lower fuel efficiency) will be higher by more than 30 per cent when run with 100 
per cent ethanol (E100).  

3. Flex Fuel Engines cost more as ethanol has very different chemical properties than petrol. Ethanol has 
very low (40 per cent) Calorific value as compared to Gasoline, very High Latent heat of vaporization 
causing cooling of charge/combustion etc.  

4. Ethanol also acts as a solvent and could wipe out the protective oil film inside the engine thereby 
could cause wear and tear.  

 
Insta Curious: Do you know what Cetyl alcohol is? Read about its uses in brief 
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About FFVs.  
2. What is ethanol?  

3. About Ethanol blending.  
 
Mains Link: Discuss the benefits of ethanol 
blending with traditional fuel.  

 

 MPs’ panel lends voice against elephant trade:  
Context:  
The Wild Life (Protection) Amendment Bill, 2021 after being introduced in Lok Sabha was later referred to the 
Standing Committee on Science and Technology, Environment, Forests and Climate Change.  

● The panel has recently recommended the Central Government not to encourage sale and purchase of 
captive elephants.  

 
Need for:  
Section 43 of the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972 states that no person having in his possession captive animal, 
animal article, trophy or uncured trophy in respect of which he has a certificate of ownership shall transfer by 
way of sale or offer for sale or by any other mode of consideration of commercial nature, such animal or article 
or trophy or uncured trophy.  

● The amended Bill introduces an exemption clause for elephants.  
 
Other issues wrt Bill highlighted by the standing committee:  

● The Standing Committee pointed out that a number of species is missing in all the three Schedules.  
● The committee also finds species that should be in Schedule I but have been placed in Schedule II.  
● There are species missing altogether both in Schedules I and II as well as in Schedule III.  
● The Bill also fails to address “human-animal conflict”, the committee noted.  

 
Highlights of the Wild Life (Protection) Amendment Bill, 2021:  
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The proposed amendment is likely the most expansive so far in scope: it covers more areas of legislation, from 
trade in wild species to permitting filmmaking in protected areas and controlling the spread of invasive 
species.  
Positives:  

● The Bill increases penalties for wildlife crimes. For example, offences that attracted a fine of Rs 25,000 
now attract Rs 1 lakh.  

● There’s a new and separate chapter on regulating species involved in international trade according to 
the CITES treaty.  

● The Bill prohibits possessing, trading and breeding species without prior permissions from CITES 
authorities.  

● The Bill also recognises threats that invasive alien species pose.  
 
What's missing in the bill? What are the concerns?  
The Bill doesn’t include regional invasive species – some of which may be native to the country but invasive in 
some parts.  
The amendment Bill has no separate Schedule for species the Act classifies as ‘vermin’, so the Centre can 
directly notify such species and open them up to be hunted – including some of the species currently in 
Schedule II.  
The Bill also proposes changes to the Schedules. Foremost, it reduces the number of Schedules from six to 
four, to “rationalise” the lists. But the two main substitute Schedules that will specify the protected species are 
incomplete.  
The Bill will render the existing ‘State Boards for Wildlife’ defunct by replacing it them with set up a ‘Standing 
Committee’ of the State Board of Wildlife – headed by the respective state forest minister and 10 members 
nominated by the minister.  
● The State Boards of Wildlife currently manage the conservation and protection of wildlife at the state level. 

The state chief minister sits atop the board and is supported by 20+ members, including of the state 
legislature, NGOs, conservationists and representatives of the state forest departments and tribal welfare.  

Under the proposed amendments, the commercial sale and purchase of elephants will no longer be 
prohibited under the Act. This clause is prone to abuse and can severely impact elephant populations by 
legitimising live trade of elephants.  
 
In 1972, Parliament enacted the Wild Life Act (Protection) Act:  
The Wild Life Act provides for:  

● state wildlife advisory boards, 
● regulations for hunting wild animals and birds  
● establishment of sanctuaries and national parks  
● regulations for trade in wild animals, animal products and trophies  
● judicially imposed penalties for violating the Act  

● Harming endangered species listed in Schedule I of the Act is prohibited throughout India.  
● Hunting species, like those requiring special protection (Schedule II), big game (Schedule III), and small 

game (Schedule IV), is regulated through licensing.  
● A few species classified as vermin (Schedule V), may be hunted without restrictions.  
● Wildlife wardens and their staff administer the act.  
● An amendment to the Act in 1982, introduced a provision permitting the capture and transportation of 

wild animals for the scientific management of the animal population.  
 
Constitution of Various Bodies:  
The WPA act provides for the constitution of bodies to be established under this act such as the National and 
State Board for Wildlife, Central Zoo Authority and National Tiger Conservation Authority.  
 
Constitutional Provisions for Wildlife:  

● The 42nd Amendment Act, 1976, Forests and Protection of Wild Animals and Birds was transferred 
from State to Concurrent List.  

● Article 51 A (g) of the Constitution states that it shall be the fundamental duty of every citizen to 
protect and improve the natural environment including forests and Wildlife.  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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● Article 48 A in the Directive Principles of State policy, mandates that the State shall endeavor to 
protect and improve the environment and to safeguard the forests and wildlife of the country.  

 
Insta Curious: Did you know that the WLPA contains six Schedules, or lists, at the end of the Act? These 
schedules describe the protections or management actions applicable to different species (the basis for 
classification isn’t included).  
 

 Ammonia in Yamuna:  
Context: 
Water supply was disrupted in parts of Delhi once again when ammonia levels in the Yamuna river remained 
high on 16th April.  

● The concentration of ammonia in the river was 7.4 ppm (parts per million), seven times the level of 
around 1 ppm that the Delhi Jal Board's water treatment plants (WTPs) can process.  

 
What is the acceptable limit?  
The acceptable maximum limit of ammonia in drinking water, as per the Bureau of Indian Standards, is 0.5 
ppm.  
 
What is ammonia and what are its effects?  
Ammonia is a colourless gas and is used as an industrial chemical in the production of fertilisers, plastics, 
synthetic fibres, dyes and other products. 

● It consists of hydrogen and nitrogen. In its aqueous form, it is called ammonium hydroxide. 
● This inorganic compound has a pungent smell.  
● Occurrence: Ammonia occurs naturally in the environment from the breakdown of organic waste 

matter. 
● It is lighter than air. 

 
Contamination:  
It may find its way to ground and surface water sources through industrial effluents or through contamination 
by sewage. 

● If the concentration of ammonia in water is above 1 ppm it is toxic to fishes.  
● In humans, long term ingestion of water having ammonia levels of 1 ppm or above may cause damage 

to internal organs. 
 
How does it enter the Yamuna?  
The most likely source is believed to be effluents from dye units, distilleries and other factories in Panipat and 
Sonepat districts in Haryana, and also sewage from some unsewered colonies in this stretch of the river. 
 
What needs to be done?  

1. Stringent implementation of guidelines against dumping harmful waste into the river. 
2. Making sure untreated sewage does not enter the water. 
3. Maintain a sustainable minimum flow, called the ecological flow. This is the minimum amount of water 

that should flow throughout the river at all times to sustain underwater and estuarine ecosystems and 
human livelihoods, and for self regulation. 

 
Challenges ahead:  
1. Delhi depends on Haryana for up to 70 per cent of its water needs. 
2. Haryana, with a large number of people involved in agriculture, has water paucity issues of its own. 
3. Both states have argued over maintaining 10 cumecs (cubic meter per second) flow in the Yamuna at all 

times. 
4. Both states have approached the courts several times over the past decade to get what they call an 

equitable share of water. 
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5. The lack of a minimum ecological flow also means accumulation of other pollutants. After water is 
extracted from the river for treatment in North East Delhi, what flows is mostly untreated sewage and 
refuse from homes, runoff from storm water drains and effluents from unregulated industry. 

 
Insta Curious: Did you know that Article 21, the right to clean the environment, and further, pollution-free 
water, has been protected under the broad rubric of the right to life?  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. River Yamuna Flows through how many 
states and UTs?  

2. Tributaries of Yamuna.  

3. How is Ammonia produced?  
4. Applications of Ammonia.  
5. Acceptable maximum limit of ammonia in 

drinking water?  
 

Link: https://indianexpress.com/article/cities/delhi/yamuna-ammonia-level-high-delhi-water-supply-
7872562/lite/.  
 

 Noise Pollution:  
Context:  
A new set of controversies has emerged in Maharashtra after Maharashtra Navnirman Sena (MNS) chief Raj 
Thackeray raised the issue of loudspeakers in mosques and warned that if they are not removed by May 3, his 
party would play Hanuman Chalisa out loud.  

● The Maharashtra government might bank on the provisions of The Noise Pollution (Regulation and 
Control) Rules, 2000, to go about the controversy.  

 
What is Noise pollution according to Indian laws?  
Noise is anything that is an unwanted sound, according to the Central Pollution Control Board. Any unwanted 
sound that causes annoyance, irritation and pain to the human ear is termed ‘noise’.  
 
What is the acceptable level of noise?  

● Rules have defined the acceptable levels of noise across areas during daytime and nighttime. Daytime 
comprises 6 am to 10 pm, and night is 10 pm to 6 am.  

● In commercial areas, noise limitation has been fixed at 65 dB and 55 dB during daytime and nighttime 
respectively. In residential areas, they are 55 dB and 45 dB during daytime and night respectively.  

● In industrial areas, the ceiling is fixed at 75dB and 70dB during daytime and nighttime, whereas in 
silence zones, the same is at 50dB and 40dB.  

 
The Noise Pollution (Regulation and Control) Rules, 2000:  
Section 2 (a) of the Air (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1981 considers noise as ‘air pollutant’. 
According to reports, “air pollutant" is any solid, liquid, or gaseous substance, including noise, present in the 
atmosphere in such concentrations as to be or tend to be harmful to humans, other living creatures, plants, 
property, or the environment.  

● Noise pollution and its sources are regulated under The Noise Pollution (Regulation and Control) 
Rules, 2000 under The Environment (Protection) Act, 1986.  

● Under the Act, there is a defined ambient acceptable noise levels, restrictions on the use of 
loudspeakers, sound-emitting construction equipment, horns, bursting of crackers and so on.  

 
What are the laws around loudspeakers?  
Central Pollution Control Board has listed fines for the violation of noise pollution norms, including the use of 
loudspeakers or public addresses that can result in a fine of Rs 10,000.  

● The noise level at the boundary of the public place, where a loudspeaker or public address system or 
any other noise source is being used, shall not exceed 10 dB (A) above the ambient noise standards for 
the area or 75 dB (A), whichever is lower.  

● The rules also state that a loudspeaker or a public address system shall not be used except after 
obtaining written permission from the designated authority.  

● Exemption: The state government can provide exemption during any cultural or religious festive 
occasion of a limited duration not exceeding 15 days in all during a calendar year.  
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How can noise pollution impact health?  
While noise pollution does not receive as much attention as air and water pollution, it is known to impact the 
health of people.  

● According to the World Health Organisation (WHO), about 1.1 billion young people (aged between 12–
35 years) are at the risk of hearing loss due to noise exposure.  

● The WHO has stated that there is sufficient evidence that noise exposure at night causes self-reported 
sleep disturbance and noise-induced sleep disturbance is viewed as a health problem.  

● WHO also states there is evidence, albeit limited, that disturbed sleep causes fatigue, accidents and 
reduced performance.  

● Various physical disorders due to higher noise include temporary deafness, headache and an increase 
in blood pressure.  

 
Link: https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/raj-thackeray-loudspeakers-mosques-noise-explained-
7878157/lite/.  
 

 Human Animal Conflict:  
Context:  
Standing Committee on Science, Technology, Environment and Climate Change headed by Rajya Sabha 
member Jairam Ramesh has submitted its report.  

● The report analyses the Wildlife (Protection) Amendment Bill, 2021 tabled in the Lok Sabha in 
December 2021.  

 
Significance:  
While Standing Committee reports on Bills usually stick to criticism of text of the Bill, this report devoted space 
to the question of Human Animal conflict— a subject not mentioned in the proposed amendments — as it was 
“a complex issue as serious as hunting” and needed “legislative backing.”  
 
Key recommendations to reduce human - animal conflict:  

● The report recommends an HAC Advisory Committee to be headed by the Chief Wild Life Warden, who 
can consult the committee to act appropriately.  

● Such a committee with few members and in-depth technical knowledge for evolving effective site-
specific plans/ mitigation strategies including recommendations on changing cropping patterns and for 
taking critical decisions at short notice, empowered under the law is necessary.  

 
WWF and UNEP report on Human-wildlife conflict:  
A report titled, A future for all - the need for human-wildlife coexistence, was released by the World Wide 
Fund for Nature (WWF) and the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) in July 2021.  
 
Highlights of the Report:  

1. Conflict between humans and animals is one of the main threats to the long-term survival of some of 
the world’s most iconic species.  

2. Globally, conflict-related killing affects more than 75 per cent of the world’s wild cat species. It also 
affects polar bears and Mediterranean monk seals as well as large herbivores such as elephants.  

3. Global wildlife populations have fallen an average of 68 per cent since 1970.  
 
Indian scenario:  
1. Over 500 elephants were killed between 2014-2015 and 2018-2019, mostly due to human-elephant 

conflict.  
2. During the same period, 2,361 people were killed as a result of conflict with elephants.  
3. India will be most-affected by human-wildlife conflict because it had the world’s second-largest human 

population as well as large populations of tigers, Asian elephants, one-horned rhinos, Asiatic lions and 
other species.  

 
What needs to be done?  
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Completely eradicating human-wildlife conflict is not possible. But well-planned, integrated approaches to 
managing it can reduce conflicts and lead to a form of coexistence between people and animals.  
 
Sonitpur Model:  
1. In Sonitpur district in Assam, destruction of forests had forced elephants to raid crops, in turn causing 

deaths of both, elephants and humans.  
2. In response, WWF India had developed the ‘Sonitpur Model’ during 2003-2004 by which community 

members were connected with the state forest department.  
3. They were given training on how to work with them to drive elephants away from crop fields safely.  
4. WWF India had also developed a low-cost, single strand, non-lethal electric fence to ease the guarding of 

crops from elephants.  
5. Afterwards, crop losses dropped to zero for four years running. Human and elephant deaths also reduced 

significantly.  
 
Advisory for management of Human-Wildlife Conflict (HWC) approved by Standing Committee of National 
Board of Wildlife (SC-NBWL):  
1. Empower gram panchayats in dealing with the problematic wild animals as per the WildLife (Protection) 

Act, 1972.  
2. Utilise add-on coverage under the Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojna for crop compensation against crop 

damage due to HWC.  
3. Augment fodder and water sources within the forest areas.  
4. Other measures: The advisory prescribes inter-departmental committees at local/state level, adoption of 

early warning systems, creation of barriers, dedicated circle wise Control Rooms with toll free hotline 
numbers which could be operated on 24X7 basis.  

 
Insta Curious: The National Board for Wildlife (NBWL) is a “statutory board” constituted under the Wild Life 
(Protection) Act, 1972 (wildlife act). Do you know who heads the board? Read here.  
 
Link: https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehindu.com/news/national/parliamentary-panel-for-body-to-
address-human-animal-conflict/article65341834.ece/amp/.  
 

 Invasive species threatens wildlife habitats of Western Ghats:  
Context:  
Senna spectabilis is an invasive species found mostly in the forest areas of the Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve (NBR).  

● The dearth of effective steps to arrest the rampant growth of these invasive plants is a matter of 
serious concern to the conservation of wildlife habitats of the Western Ghats.  

 
Concerns:  
1. The invasive species has now spread through the most iconic wildlife habitats of the Western Ghats, 

destroying habitats of elephants, deer, gaur and tigers by pushing out native flora.  
2. The allelopathic traits of the species prevent other plants from growing under it. Allelopathy is a biological 

phenomenon by which an organism produces one or more biochemicals that influence the germination, 
growth, survival, and reproduction of other organisms.  

3. This drastically affects primary productivity at the ground level. The forest floor is almost bare under the 
invasive species. Grasses and herbs get completely wiped out and herbivores are deprived of their forage.  

4. The carrying capacity of forests to feed wildlife is drastically declining under the invasion, which 
accelerates man-animal conflict further.  

 
Efforts to remove them:  
The Kerala Forest Department attempted to remove the trees by uprooting, girdling, cutting, chopping the tree 
branches, and even testing the application of chemicals. However, all the efforts were in vain. Instead, multiple 
coppice shoots started growing from each cut tree stump. The situation is similar in the Karnataka and Tamil 
Nadu.  
 
What are invasive species?  
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Invasive alien species are plants, animals, pathogens and other organisms that are non-native to an ecosystem, 
and which may cause economic or environmental harm or adversely affect human health.  
● In particular, they impact adversely upon biodiversity, including decline or elimination of native species – 

through competition, predation, or transmission of pathogens – and the disruption of local ecosystems and 
ecosystem functions.  

 
The impacts of invasive species include:  

1. Reduced biodiversity.  
2. Decreased availability and quality of key natural resources.  
3. Water shortages.  
4. Increased frequency of wildfires and flooding.  
5. Pollution caused by overuse of chemicals to control infestations.  

 
Efforts in this regard:  

1. Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) recognize that there is an urgent need to address the impact 
of invasive species.  

2. Aichi Biodiversity Target 9 and one clause of UN Sustainable Development Goal 15 – Life on Land 
specifically address the issue.  

3. The IUCN SSC Invasive Species Specialist Group (ISSG) aim to reduce threats to ecosystems and their 
native species by increasing awareness of ways to prevent, control or eradicate IAS.  

4. IUCN has developed knowledge platforms: 
5. The Global Invasive Species Database (GISD) and the Global Register of Introduced and Invasive Species 

(GRIIS).  
 
Link: https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehindu.com/news/national/kerala/invasive-species-threatens-
wildlife-habitats-of-western-ghats/article65345281.ece/amp/.  
 

 Can climate change be solved by pricing carbon?  
Context:  
Pennsylvania has become the first major fossil fuel-producing state in the US to adopt a carbon pricing policy 
to address climate change.  

● It joins 11 states where coal, oil and natural gas power plants must buy credits for every ton of carbon 
dioxide they emit.  

 
What is the Carbon Pricing Approach?  
Carbon pricing is an instrument that captures the external costs of greenhouse gas(GHG) emissions and ties 
them to their sources through a price usually in the form of a price on the carbon dioxide (CO2) emitted.  

● These GHG emissions include the costs of emissions that the public pays for, such as damage to crops, 
health care costs from heatwaves and droughts, and loss of property from flooding and sea-level rise.  

● A price on carbon helps shift the burden for the damage from GHG emissions back to those who are 
responsible for it and who can avoid it.  

 
There are two main types of carbon pricing namely:  
Emission Trading System (ETS): It is a system where emitters can trade emission units to meet their emission 
targets.  
Carbon Tax: It directly sets a price on carbon by defining a tax rate on greenhouse gas emissions or – more 
commonly – on the carbon content of fossil fuels.  
 
Different approaches adopted by countries to address climate change:  
Social Cost of Carbon: The United States has adopted a less direct approach known as the Social Cost of 
Carbon. This approach calculates future climate damages to justify tougher restrictions on polluting industries.  
Carbon Pricing approach: On the other hand, countries like Canada have adopted a Carbon Pricing approach. 
For example, Canada imposes fuel charges on individuals and also makes big polluters pay for emissions. It’s 
one of 27 nations with some kind of carbon tax.  
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Differences:  
● The social cost of carbon attempts to capture the value of all climate damage, centuries into the future.  
● Carbon pricing reflects how much companies are willing to pay today for a limited amount of emission 

credits offered at auction.  
In other words, the social cost of carbon guides policy, while carbon pricing represents policy in practice.  
 
Significance of Carbon Pricing:  

1. Putting a price on carbon helps to incorporate climate risks into the cost of doing business.  
2. Emitting carbon becomes more expensive, and consumers and producers seek ways to use 

technologies and products that generate less of it.  
3. The market then operates as an efficient means to cut emissions, fostering a shift to a clean energy 

economy and driving innovation in low-carbon technologies.  
4. Complementary renewable energy and energy efficiency policies are also critical to cost-effectively 

drive down emissions.  
 
Issues related to Carbon Pricing:  

● Carbon prices now exist in 46 countries, covering about 22 percent of the carbon pollution that humans 
release each year. But these policies are riddled with loopholes.  

● Big carbon polluters like fossil fuel companies, electric utilities, automakers, petrochemical companies, 
and other heavy industries, have used their structural power to receive policy exemptions.  

● According to the World Bank, countries need policies between $40 to $80 per tonne to meet the Paris 
Agreement targets. Yet half of the world’s carbon prices are less than $10 per tonne.  

● Some researchers suggested that it limits innovations. But there is no strong evidence that carbon 
pricing has rapidly induced the innovation we need in new, cleaner technologies.  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Carbon tax.  
2. Carbon Pricing.  

3. Social cost of carbon.  
4. Emission Trading Systems.  
5. GHGs.  

 
Topics: Role of external state and non-state actors in creating challenges to internal 
security. 

 Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act:  
Context:  
On March 24, a Sessions Court in Delhi denied bail to Umar Khalid as part of a set of cases that have commonly 
come to be known as “the Delhi riots cases”.  
 
What's the issue?  
The case of the police was that Mr. Khalid was one of the conspirators behind the February 2020 violence in 
Delhi, which had claimed more than 50 lives.  

● For this, Mr. Khalid, along with many others, was charge-sheeted under the Unlawful Activities 
(Prevention) Act (UAPA), 1967, and jailed pending trial. Mr. Khalid has been in jail for over 500 days. 
The trial has not yet begun.  

 
About the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act: 
Passed in 1967, the law aims at effective prevention of unlawful activities associations in India. 
The Act assigns absolute power to the central government, by way of which if the Centre deems an activity as 
unlawful then it may, by way of an Official Gazette, declare it so. 

● It has death penalty and life imprisonment as highest punishments. 
 
Key points: 
Under UAPA, both Indian and foreign nationals can be charged. 

● It will be applicable to the offenders in the same manner, even if crime is committed on a foreign 
land, outside India. 
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● Under the UAPA, the investigating agency can file a charge sheet in maximum 180 days after the 
arrests and the duration can be extended further after intimating the court. 

 
As per amendments of 2019: 

● The Act empowers the Director General of National Investigation Agency (NIA) to grant approval of 
seizure or attachment of property when the case is investigated by the said agency. 

● The Act empowers the officers of the NIA, of the rank of Inspector or above, to investigate cases of 
terrorism in addition to those conducted by the DSP or ACP or above rank officer in the state. 

● It also included the provision of designating an individual as a terrorist.  
 
Delhi High Court defines the contours of UAPA:  
In June 2021, delivering a judgment defining the contours of the otherwise "vague" Section 15 of the 
Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act, 1967, (UAPA), the Delhi High Court laid down some important principles 
upon the imposition of Section 15, 17 & 18 of the Act.  
 
Sections 15, 17 and 18 of UAPA:  

1. S. 15 engrafts the offence of 'terrorist act'.  
2. S. 17 lays-down the punishment for raising funds for committing a terrorist act.  
3. S. 18 engrafts the offence of 'punishment for conspiracy etc. to commit a terrorist act or any act 

preparatory to commit a terrorist act'.  
 
Key observations made by the court:  

1. "Terrorist Act" Should not be used lightly so as to trivialise them.  
2. Terrorist activity is that which travels beyond the capacity of law enforcement agencies to deal with 

under ordinary penal law (Supreme Court's decision in the case of Hitendra Vishnu Thakur).  
  
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Definition of unlawful activity.  
2. Powers of Centre under the act.  
3. Is judicial review applicable in such cases?  

4. Changes brought about by amendments in 
2004 and 2019.  

5. Can foreign nationals be charged under the 
act?  

 
Mains Link: Do you agree that the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Amendment Act could prove catastrophic 
for fundamental rights? Is sacrificing liberty for national security justified? Discuss and provide for your opinion.  

 
Topics: Challenges to internal security through communication networks, role of media and 
social networking sites in internal security challenges, basics of cyber security; money-
laundering and its prevention 

 AFSPA 
Context:   
AFSPA, which gives sweeping powers to the armed forces, has been fully or partially withdrawn from parts of 
three Northeast states — Assam, Nagaland and Manipur. Still, AFSPA remains in force in parts of these three 
states as well as in parts of Arunachal Pradesh and Jammu & Kashmir. 
 
What does the AFSPA mean? 
In simple terms, AFSPA gives armed forces the power to maintain public order in “disturbed areas”. 
  
What is a “disturbed area” and who has the power to declare it? 
A disturbed area is one which is declared by notification under Section 3 of the AFSPA. An area can be 
disturbed due to differences or disputes between members of different religious, racial, language or regional 
groups or castes or communities. 

• The Central Government, or the Governor of the State or administrator of the Union 
Territory can declare the whole or part of the State or Union Terr itory as a disturbed area. 
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Powers under AFSPA: AFSPA, which has been called draconian, gives sweeping powers to the armed forces. 
For example, it allows them to open fire, even causing death, against any person in contravention to the law or 
carrying arms and ammunition, and gives them powers to arrest individuals without warrants, on the basis of 
“reasonable suspicion”, and also search premises without warrants.  
 
Why decision to withdraw AFSPA from parts of Northeast is significant 

• Will reduce alienation: The Northeast has lived under the shadow of AFSPA for nearly 60 years, 
creating a feeling of alienation from the rest of the country.  

• Demilitarise the region: The move is expected to help demilitarise the region; it will lift restrictions of 
movements through check points and frisking of residents. 

• Calm the resentment due to the recent killings in Nagaland:  The move covers some districts of 
Nagaland and Manipur that armed forces have red-flagged earlier. It will also help the Centre calm the 
anger over the Mon killings in Nagaland. 

 
After being in force for many years, why has AFSPA been withdrawn now? 

• Reduction in insurgencies: Over the last two decades, various parts of the Northeast have seen a 
reduction in insurgencies, some of them up to 60 years old. In Nagaland, all major groups — the 
NSCN(I-M) and Naga National Political Groups (NNPGs) — are at advanced stages of concluding 
agreements with the government. 

o In Manipur, insurgency as well as heavy militarisation have been on the decline since 2012, 
when the Supreme Court started hearing a PIL on extra-judicial killings. 

• Fast-track development: North-east region has seen increased investment in core infrastructure and 
community related projects and need was felt for people to own and cooperate with authorities in 
developmental activities. 

 
Why was AFSPA imposed on the Northeast in the first place? 

• To supress Naga nationalist movements: When the Naga nationalist movement kicked off in the 1950s 
with the setting up of the Naga National Council — the predecessor of the NSCN — Assam police forces 
allegedly used force to quell the movement. As an armed movement took root in Nagaland, AFSPA was 
passed in Parliament, and subsequently imposed on the entire state.  

• Manipur: In Manipur, too, it was imposed in 1958 in the three Naga-dominated districts of Senapati, 
Tamenglong and Ukhrul, where the NNC was active.  

• As secessionist and nationalist movements started sprouting in other Northeastern states, AFSPA 
started being extended and imposed. 

 
What has made AFSPA unpopular among the people? 

• Human rights violations by Army: In Nagaland, 60 years of living under the AFSPA regime has had 
psychological consequences, trauma and alienation of the people. The use of force and AFSPA furthered 
the feeling of alienation of the Naga people, solidifying Naga nationalism. 

• Issue of Fake encounters: In a writ petition filed in the Supreme Court in 2012, the families of victims of 
extra-judicial killings alleged 1,528 fake encounters had taken place in the state from May 1979 to May 
2012. The Supreme Court set up a commission to scrutinise six of these cases, and the commission found 
all six to be fake encounters. 

• Poor checks and balances: While the Act gives powers to security forces to open fire, this cannot be done 
without prior warning given to the suspect. It says the armed forces must act in cooperation with the 
district administration and not as an independent body. However, such procedure has rarely been 
followed. 

• Poor investigation:  Cases in Nagaland have not been investigated. In Manipur, with the Supreme Court 
has taken up the extra-judicial killings, the CBI has investigated 39 cases (94 killings) only.  

 
Has there been any review of the Act? 
On November 19, 2004, the Central government appointed a five-member committee headed by Justice B P 
Jeevan Reddy to review the provisions of the act in the north eastern states. 
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• The committee submitted its report in 2005, which included the following 
recommendations: (a) AFSPA should be repealed and appropriate provisions should be 
inserted in the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act, 1967; (b) The Unlawful Activities Act 
should be modified to clearly specify the powers of the armed forces and paramilitary forces 
and (c) grievance cells should be set up in each district where the armed forces are deployed. 

The 5th report of the Second Administrative Reforms Commission on public order has also recommended the 
repeal of the AFSPA. 
Former home secretary G K Pillai too supported the repeal of AFSPA. Former home minister P Chidambaram 
has said that the Act, if not repealed, should at least be amended. 
What positions have state governments taken on the law? 

• Unilateral decision of Centre: While the Act gives powers to the central government to unilaterally 
take the decision to impose AFSPA, this is usually done informally in consonance with the state 
government. However, there have been instances where the Centre has overruled the state, such as 
the imposition of AFSPA in Tripura in 1972. 

• The recent resolution of Nagaland Assembly to repeal AFSPA: The fight to repeal AFSPA has largely 
been driven by civil society groups. Until the Oting firing (Nagaland), no state government had openly 
demanded the repeal of AFSPA from their states. After Oting, the Nagaland Assembly passed a 
resolution for the first time for repeal of AFSPA.  

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. About AFSPA and states in which it still operates 
2. What are ‘disturbed areas’ and who can give order for the imposition of AFSPA. 

Mains Link: 
Q. Bring out the various concerns regarding implementation of AFSPA in various parts of India. What reforms 
have been suggested in this regard. (15M).  
Sources: Indian Express 
 

 Cyber Security in India:  
Context:  
Microsoft has introduced a cybersecurity skills development campaign in 23 geographies, including India, to 
address the alarming shortage of internet security professionals.  
 
Need for:  
By 2025 there will be 3.5 million cybersecurity jobs available globally, representing a 350% increase over an 
eight-year period, as per Cybersecurity Ventures.  

● By that time, India alone is estimated to have almost 3.5 lakh cybersecurity job positions waiting to be 
filled, both in the private and public sectors.  

 
Concerns:  

● Cyber crimes in India caused Rs 1.25 trillion loss in 2019.  
● Cyber threats will continue to increase as the country starts developing smart cities and rolling out 5G 

network, among other initiatives.  
● There are only a few Indian companies who are making some of the cyber security products and there 

is a big vacuum in the sector.  
 
Steps taken by the Government to spread awareness about cyber crimes: 

1. Online cybercrime reporting portal has been launched to enable complainants to report complaints 
pertaining to Child Pornography/Child Sexual Abuse Material, rape/gang rape imageries or sexually 
explicit content. 

2. A scheme for establishment of Indian Cyber Crime Coordination Centre (I4C) has been established to 
handle issues related to cybercrime in the country in a comprehensive and coordinated manner. 

3. Establishment of National Critical Information Infrastructure Protection Centre (NCIIPC) for protection 
of critical information infrastructure in the country. 
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4. All organizations providing digital services have been mandated to report cyber security incidents to 
CERT-In expeditiously. 

5. Cyber Swachhta Kendra (Botnet Cleaning and Malware Analysis Centre) has been launched for 
providing detection of malicious programmes and free tools to remove such programmes. 

6. Formulation of Crisis Management Plan for countering cyber attacks and cyber terrorism. 
 
What needs to be done ahead? 

● Regularly issue alerts/advisories. 
● Capacity building/training of law enforcement personnel/ prosecutors/ judicial officers. 
● Improving cyber forensics facilities etc. 
● Speed up investigation. 

Finally, ‘Police’ and ‘Public Order’ are State subjects as per the Constitution of India. States/UTs are primarily 
responsible for prevention, detection, investigation and prosecution of crimes through their law enforcement 
machinery. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. About the Indian Cyber Crime Coordination 
Centre (I4C). 

2. National Critical Information Infrastructure 
Protection Centre (NCIIPC). 

3. CERT- In. 
4. Cyber Swachhta Kendra's. 

 
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=GRM7SP5NQ.1&imageview=0. 

 

 Hate Speech:  
Context:  
Rajya Sabha Chairman M. Venkaiah Naidu has said that hate speech should not be made against any 
community, be it minority or majority.  
 
What's the issue?  
Concerns have been raised over concerted events in the recent past that targeted political, social and economic 
exclusion of Muslims through a series of rallies and hate speeches. Journalists too were attacked.  
 
What is Hate Speech?  
Hate speech is an incitement to hatred against a particular group of persons marginalized by their religious 
belief, sexual orientation, gender, and so on. 

● The Law Commission, in its 267th report on hate speech, said such utterances have the potential to 
provoke individuals and society to commit acts of terrorism, genocide, and ethnic cleansing. 

 
Why Hate Speech Must be curbed? 

1. Internal Security: The Muzaffarnagar riots of 2013 was triggered by a fake video that incited communal 
passions. 

2. Igniting extremist sentiments. 
3. Mob lynching. 
4. Misinformation and disinformation: Delhi Riots. 

 
Measures: 

1. The world’s biggest social media companies, including Facebook, Google, Twitter and ByteDance, are 
exploring an industry-wide alliance to curb fake news on their platforms in India. 

2. The Election Commission of India must tie up with tech companies to identify the creator of such news. 
3. Educating the end-users. 
4. The government should bring out a policy framework on the possible harm due to the internet 

messaging platforms to engage at a deeper level. 
5. Imposing hefty fines, like in Germany the Social media companies face fines of up to €50m if they 

persistently fail to remove illegal content from their sites. 
 
Need of the hour:  
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● Hate speech is a discursive process of pushing marginalised groups outside of social, economic and political 
spheres of society by disseminating hate propaganda and encouraging discrimination. At its most harmful, 
it is widely recognized as a precursor to ethnic cleansing.  

● Public authorities must be held accountable for dereliction of the duty of care and also for non-compliance 
with this court’s orders by not taking action to prevent vigilante groups from inciting communal 
disharmony and spreading hate against citizens of the country and taking the laws into their own hands.  

 
Provisions regarding Hate Speech:  
Section 153A IPC penalises ‘promotion of enmity between different groups on grounds of religion, race, place 
of birth, residence, language, etc., and doing acts prejudicial to maintenance of harmony’.   
Section 153B IPC penalises ‘imputations, assertions prejudicial to national-integration’.   
Section 295A IPC penalises ‘deliberate and malicious acts, intended to outrage religious feelings of any class by 
insulting its religion or religious beliefs’.   
Section 298 IPC penalises ‘uttering, words, etc., with deliberate intent to wound the religious feelings of any 
person’.   
Section 505 IPC penalises publication or circulation of any statement, rumour or report causing public mischief 
and enmity, hatred or ill-will between classes. 
Part VII of the Representation of People Act, 1951 classifies hate speech as an offence committed during 
elections into two categories: corrupt practices and electoral offences.  
 
Various Committees and their Views:  
T.K. Viswanathan Committee:  

● It submitted a report recommending stricter laws to curb online hate speech and use of cyberspace to 
spread hatred and incitement.  

● It proposed inserting Sections 153 C (b) and Section 505 A in the IPC for incitement to commit an 
offence on grounds of religion, race, caste or community, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, place 
of birth, residence, language, disability or tribe.  

 
Bezbaruah committee:  

● It was constituted by the Centre in 2014 in the wake of a series of racial attacks on persons belonging 
to the northeast.  

● It had proposed to insert two stricter anti-racial discrimination provisions in the IPC.  
 
Insta Curious: In a 2020 Supreme Court decision in Amish Devgun case, hate speech was linked to the 
violation of unity and fraternity and breach of human dignity, which constitutes an essential facet of the right 
to life and liberty under Article 21 of the Constitution.  
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. About Information Technology Act. 
2. Section 66A of the Act. 
3. About the Law Commission of India. 

4. Regulation of Hate speech under IT Act. 
 
Mains Link: What is Hate speech? How it should be 
curbed? Discuss. 

 

 Naga peace process:  
Context:  
The chief of the Khaplang faction of the National Socialist Council of Nagaland, or NSCN (K), has said a solution 
to the “Indo-Naga political issue” would be possible if all the Naga political groups come together with a 
common draft.  
 
Background:  
The process has been ongoing since mid-1997 when the NSCN (I-M) declared a ceasefire with the armed forces. 
Other groups began opting for talks in 2001. However, it has been put in a cold storage” since the Framework 
Agreement was signed on August 3, 2015.  
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How old is the Naga political issue?  
 

1. Pre- independence:  
● The British annexed Assam in 1826, and in 1881, the 

Naga Hills too became part of British India. The first sign 
of Naga resistance was seen in the formation of the 
Naga Club in 1918, which told the Simon Commission in 
1929 “to leave us alone to determine for ourselves as in 
ancient times”. 

● In 1946 came the Naga National Council (NNC), which 
declared Nagaland an independent state on August 14, 
1947. 

● The NNC resolved to establish a “sovereign Naga state” 
and conducted a “referendum” in 1951, in which “99 
percent” supported an “independent” Nagaland. 

 
2. Post- independence:  

On March 22, 1952, the Naga Federal Government (NFG) and the Naga Federal Army (NFA) were formed. The 
Government of India sent in the Army to crush the insurgency and, in 1958, enacted the Armed Forces (Special 
Powers) Act. 
 
Agreement in this regard:  

● The NSCN (IM) entered into a ceasefire agreement with the Centre in 1997 and the two have been 
holding talks since then, while a conglomerate of seven different Naga national political groups 
(NNPGs) also got into separate talks with the Centre in 2017.  

● The Centre signed a “framework agreement” with NSCN (IM) in 2015, and an “agreed position” with 
the NNPGs in 2017. However, the NSCN (IM)’s demand for a separate Naga flag and constitution has 
been a delaying factor in signing a final deal on the protracted Naga political issue.  

 
2015 Framework Agreement (FA):  
On August 3, 2015, the Centre signed a framework agreement with the NSCN (I-M) to resolve the Naga issue. 
Broad points included:  

● The government could go for devolution of more powers to Nagaland under provisions of Article 371 
(A) of the Constitution of India.  

● The army of NSCN-IM will be absorbed in a new force to be raised on the lines of Home Guards.  
● It would involve more autonomy to Naga tribes living in Manipur.  
● The agreement, however, does not include physical integration of all Naga Areas in terms of a 

boundary.  
 
Insta Curious: The key demand of Naga groups has been Greater Nagalim. What parts of the state are covered 
in it? Reference: read this.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Parts of States included under Greater 
Nagalim.  

2. About Naga Club and NNC.  
3. When was the Naga Referendum held? 
4. Overview of AFSPA.  
5. Overview of Article 371 and sub provisions 

thereunder.  

 
Mains Link: Discuss the issues and challenges 
associated with the Naga Peace Accord.  
 
Link:https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehin
du.com/news/national/other-states/nscn-faction-
seeks-united-push-for-solution-to-naga-peace-
process/article65308662.ece/amp/.  

 

 Arunachal Pradesh - Assam border dispute:  
Context:  
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Arunachal Pradesh Chief Minister Pema Khandu and his Assam counterpart Himanta Biswa Sarma have decided 
to form district-level committees for settling their inter-state boundary disputes.  

● Recently, the Union government gave the seal of approval to an agreement to partially resolve the 
disputed sectors on the Assam-Meghalaya border.  

 
Genesis of Assam - Arunachal Pradesh border dispute:  
● Assam has had boundary disputes with all the north-eastern States that were carved out of it.  
● Arunachal Pradesh and Mizoram were separated from Assam as Union Territories in 1972 and as States in 

1987.  
● None of the new States accepted the “constitutional boundary” that they said was dictated by the partisan 

administration of undivided Assam without consulting the tribal stakeholders.  
● The issue with Arunachal Pradesh has more to do with a 1951 report prepared by a sub-committee 

headed by Assam’s first Chief Minister, Gopinath Bordoloi.  
 
The dispute:  
Arunachal Pradesh and Assam have disputes at about 1,200 points along their 804 km boundary.  
 
Efforts to resolve the dispute:  
The apex court appointed a local boundary commission in 2006 headed by one of its retired judges.  

● In its September 2014 report, this commission recommended that Arunachal Pradesh should get back 
some of the areas transferred in 1951 besides advising both the States to find a middle path through 
discussions. This did not work out.  

 
Insta Curious: Did you know that in 1873 the British government introduced the inner-line regulation vaguely 
separating the plains from the frontier hills that were later designated as the North-East Frontier Tracts in 
1915?  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About the dispute.  
2. Geographical locations and boundaries of 

North Eastern States.  
3. The Bengal Eastern Frontier Regulation Act 

of 1873.  

4. Lushai Hills and the plains of Cachar.  
 
Link:https://www.thehindu.com/news/states/towa
rds-a-resolution-of-the-arunachal-assam-border-
dispute/article65351412.ece/amp/.  

 

 Section 144 CrPC:  
What is it?  
This colonial-era law, which has been retained in the Code, empowers a district magistrate, a sub-divisional 
magistrate, or any other executive magistrate empowered by the state government, to issue orders to prevent 
and address urgent cases of apprehended danger or nuisance.  

● The written order by the officer may be directed against an individual or individuals residing in a 
particular area, or to the public at large.  

● In urgent cases, the magistrate can pass the order without giving prior notice to the individual targeted 
in the order.  

 
Powers under the provision:  

● The provision allows the magistrate to direct any person to abstain from a certain act, or to pass an 
order with respect to a certain property in the possession or under the management of that person.  

● This usually means restrictions on movement, carrying arms, and unlawful assembly.  
● It is generally understood that an assembly of three or more people is prohibited under Section 144.  

 
Duration:  
Orders passed under Section 144 remain in force for two months, unless the state government considers it 
necessary to extend it. But in any case, the total period for which the order is in force cannot be more than six 
months.  
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Criticisms:  

● The section is sweeping, and allows the magistrate to exercise absolute power unjustifiably.  
● Under the law, the first remedy against the order is a revision application that must be filed to the 

same officer who issued the order in the first place.  
● Aggrieved individuals argue that in many cases their rights would have already been violated by the 

state even before the High Court had intervened.  
● Imposing prohibitory orders over a very large area is not justified because the security situation differs 

from place to place and cannot be dealt with in the same manner.  
 
Supreme Court rulings:  
1961 ‘Babulal Parate vs State of Maharashtra and Others’: Supreme Court refused to strike down the law, 
saying it is “not correct to say that the remedy of a person aggrieved by an order under the section was 
illusory”.  
In 1967, the court rejected a challenge to the law saying “no democracy can exist if ‘public order’ is freely 
allowed to be disturbed by a section of the citizens”.  
In 1970 (‘Madhu Limaye vs Sub-Divisional Magistrate’), the court said the power of a magistrate under Section 
144 “is not an ordinary power flowing from administration but a power used in a judicial manner and which can 
stand further judicial scrutiny”.  

● The court, however, upheld the constitutionality of the law, ruling that the restrictions imposed 
through Section 144 are covered under the “reasonable restrictions” to the fundamental rights laid 
down under Article 19(2) of the Constitution.  

 
Why in the News?  
Uttarakhand government has invoked Section 144 after the Supreme Court instructed the Uttarakhand 
government to give a commitment that there would be no “untoward situation” or “unacceptable statements” 
during a mahapanchayat that had been planned by Hindu religious leaders in the village on April 27.  
 
Need for:  
Incendiary speeches against Muslims have been made by Hindu religious leaders at such gatherings previously, 
including one organised in Haridwar in December last year.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. What is Section 144?  
2. Who and why is it imposed?  
3. Implications?  

4. Challenges and ways to address them. 
 
Link:https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/e
veryday-explainers/what-is-section-144-crpc-
7889519/lite/.  

 

 Recent steps to prevent Cyber Breaches:  
Context:  
India’s nodal cybersecurity agency, Computer Emergency Response Team (CERT-In) has taken the following 
steps to prevent Cyber Breaches:  

● All service providers, intermediaries, data center providers, corporates, and government organizations 
have to report cyber incidents within six hours of their detection.  

● The new directions require virtual asset, exchange, and custodian wallet providers to maintain records 
on KYC and financial transactions for a period of five years.  

● Companies providing cloud, virtual private network (VPN) will also have to register validated names, 
emails, and IP addresses of subscribers.  

● Service providers will also have to provide information and assistance to CERT-In for any action taken 
to mitigate the impact of the cyber incident.  

● To ensure the chain of events is accurately reflected in the time frame, service providers have been 
asked to connect and synchronize all their ICT systems clocks to the Network Time Protocol (NTP) 
Server of the National Informatics Centre (NIC) or National Physical Laboratory (NPL).  

 
Need for:  
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The directions have been issued under the provisions of sub-section (6) of section 70B of the Information 
Technology Act, 2000 after CERT-In found certain gaps that were “causing hindrance to incident analysis".  
 
Significance:  
CERT-In said these directions will enhance “overall cybersecurity posture" and guarantee “safe and trusted 
Internet" in the country.  
 
What is NTP?  
NTP is a protocol used for reliably transmitting and receiving accurate time sources over TCP/IP-based 
networks. It is used for synchronizing the internal clock of computers to a common time source.  
 
Cyber attacks in the country:  
Cyberattacks on Indian organizations have more than doubled in recent years. For instance, ransomware 
attacks on Indian organizations in 2021 increased 218% year-on-year (YoY), reported security firm Palo Alto 
Networks.  
 
What is CERT-In?  
CERT-In is the national nodal agency for responding to computer security incidents as and when they occur.  

● The constituency of CERT-In is the Indian Cyber Community.  
● CERT-In was established in 2004 as a functional organization of the Ministry of Electronics and 

Information Technology.  
 
Functions:  
The Information Technology (Amendment) Act 2008 designated CERT-In to serve as the national agency to 
perform the following functions in the area of cyber security:  

● Collection, analysis and dissemination of information on cyber incidents.   
● Forecast and alerts of cyber security incidents.  
● Emergency measures for handling cyber security incidents.  
● Coordination of cyber incident response activities.  
● Issue guidelines, advisories, vulnerability notes and whitepapers relating to information.  
● Security practices, procedures, prevention, response and reporting of cyber incidents.  
● Such other functions relating to cyber security as may be prescribed.  

 
Insta Curious: Have you heard about the Budapest Convention on Cybercrime? Read this.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About the Indian Cyber Crime Coordination 
Centre (I4C).  

2. National Critical Information Infrastructure 
Protection Centre (NCIIPC).  

3. CERT- In.  
4. Cyber Swachhta Kendra’s.  

 
Link: https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.livemint.com/technology/tech-news/india-directs-firms-govt-
organizations-to-report-cyber-incidents-within-6-hours/amp-11651146222592.html.  
 

Topics: Various Security forces and agencies and their mandate. 

 ‘Tour of Duty’ recruitment model:  
Context:  
The Department of Military Affairs has finalised a radical proposal for future recruitment to the armed forces. 
The Army will be the first to try out the concept -the ‘Tour of Duty’ model, which involves recruiting some 
soldiers for a fixed period of three years.  

● The ‘Tour of Duty’ (ToD) concept, first unveiled in 2020.  
 
What is the ‘Tour of Duty’ model?  
This model of recruitment would let young individuals voluntarily serve for a temporary period of three years.  

● It will be a voluntary engagement.  
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● It is for youths who “do not want to make defence services their permanent vocation, but still want to 
experience the thrill and adventure of military professionalism”.  

● The proposal is a shift from the concept of permanent service/job in the Armed Forces, towards 
‘internship’/temporary experience for three years.  

● While the original proposal in 2020 would have extended the ToD to officers as well, it’s now being 
restricted to jawans, as officers already have the Short Service Commission (SSC) route.  

 
Benefits for the government:  

1. There are immense financial benefits to the organisation due to reduction in pay and gratuity payouts.  
2. The cost of a three-year service per officer will be a fraction of the cost incurred on Short Service 

Commission (SSC) officers.  
3. The cost incurred on an officer, who leaves after 10 or 14 years, is Rs 5 crore-Rs 6.8 crore, which 

includes the cost of pre-commission training, pay, allowances, gratuity, leave encashment among 
others. The corresponding cost for a three-year service will be Rs 80 lakh-85 lakh.  

4. SSC officers have the option to join the service permanently, which further increases the cost 
incurred, including pension bills.  

5. For soldiers, who usually serve for 17 years, the Army has calculated a lifetime savings of Rs 11.5 crore 
per person, as compared to a three-year service.  

 
Benefits for citizens and the country:  

1. It will help to “channelise the youth energy into positive utilisation of their potential”.  
2. Rigorous military training and habits inculcated will lead to healthy citizenry.  
3. The entire nation will benefit from “trained, disciplined, confident, diligent and committed” young men 

or women who have done the three-year service.  
4. An “initial survey” has indicated that the corporate sector will prefer to hire such youths rather than 

fresh graduates.  
 
Need for:  

● The Army’s pay and pension bill has been increasing steeply over the years, accounting for 60% of its 
budget allocation.  

● According to a report of the Standing Committee of Defence, 2019, the deficiency in officer cadre of 
the Indian Army stood at approximately 14 per cent.  

● Advocates of this scheme also cite “resurgence of nationalism and patriotism”, and the fact that 
“unemployment in our country is a reality”.  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. SSC vs Permanent Commission in armed 
forces.  

2. How can civilians be recruited into armed 
forces?  

 
Mains Link: Discuss the significance of Tour of 
Duty” (ToD) scheme.  

 

 BSF team comes in 15 km to seize cattle:  
Context:  
Months after the Union government enhanced the operational limits of the Border Security Force (BSF) in 
Punjab, West Bengal and Assam, the border guarding force carried out its first operation under the increased 
powers to catch cattle being smuggled illegally out of Assam.  
 
What happened?  

● The operation initiated from the Bangladesh border on March 21 in Assam’s Silchar district entailed the 
Central Armed Police Force (CAPF) to seize a truck carrying nine buffaloes, more than 15 km from their 
outpost at Balichera.  

● BSF said the increased territorial jurisdiction helped them plan operations better and also curtailed the 
ability of criminal elements to organise closer to the border areas.  
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About BSF:  
● The BSF was raised in 1965, after the India-Pakistan war.  
● It is one of the seven Central Armed Police Forces of the Union of India under the administrative 

control of the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA).  
 
Jurisdiction:  
● Earlier, the BSF’s limit was fixed up to 80 km from the 

International Boundary in Gujarat and 15 km in 
Rajasthan, Punjab, West Bengal and Assam.  

● On October 11 last, the MHA, through a notification in 
the Gazette of India, enhanced the “arrest, search and 
seize” powers of the BSF up to 50 km from the 
International Boundary in Punjab, West Bengal and 
Assam.  

● In Gujarat, the limit was reduced from the existing 80 
km to 50 km and in Rajasthan, the 50–km limit has 
remained unchanged.  

● These powers pertain to specific crimes such as seizure of narcotics, cattle smuggling, prevention of trans–
border crimes, illegal entry of foreigners among others.  

● All cases and suspects are to be handed over to local police within 24 hours.  
 
Criticisms:  
● Law & Order is a state subject and powers of search, seizure and arrest typically lies with state police 

officials.  
● Hence, the affected states have questioned the step as an encroachment upon their powers and against 

the federal structure.  
● It is being termed as an attempt to “interfere through Central agencies”.  
 
How does the centre defend its move on enhanced powers?  
The enhanced powers of the BSF have been opposed by the State governments of Punjab and West Bengal.  

● However, the Centre said that this in no way impinges on the rights of the local police as all suspects 
are handed over to them within 24 hours.  

 
Need for and Significance:  
This step is meant to improve operational efficiency and crack down on smuggling rackets.  
● Punjab has the problem of drugs and arms smuggling.  
● Similarly, Assam and West Bengal face the issue of cattle and fake currency smuggling.  
● These borders are also prone to illegal migration.  
● BSF regularly gets inputs about illegal activity deep in the hinterland but their hands were tied beyond 15 

km.  
 
Insta Curious: Did you know that Section 139 of the Border Security Force Act, 1968, empowers the Centre to 
notify the area and extent of the border force’s operational mandate?  

● Every order (notification) made under Section 139 of this act must be subsequently laid before each 
house of Parliament.  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About BSF.  
2. Jurisdiction.  
3. Powers.  
4. Functions.  
5. The Border Security Force Act, 1968.  

 

Mains Link: Discuss the concerns associated with 
the enhanced powers of BSF.  
 
Link:https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehin
du.com/news/national/bsf-conducts-first-
operation-under-enhanced-operational-
limits/article65309084.ece/amp/.  
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FACTS FOR PRELIMS 
 

 Core Sector Industries: 
The eight core sector industries include coal, crude oil, natural gas, refinery products, fertiliser, steel, cement 
and electricity.  
● The eight core industries comprise nearly 40% of the weight of items included in the Index of Industrial 

Production (IIP).  
● The eight Core Industries in decreasing order of their weightage: Refinery Products> Electricity> Steel> 

Coal> Crude Oil> Natural Gas> Cement> Fertilizers.  
 

 Credit default swap: 
● It is an example of a credit derivative transaction where credit protection is bought and sold.  
● In a Credit Default Swap (CDS), one party agrees to pay another party periodic fixed payments in 

exchange for receiving 'credit event protection', in the form of a payment, in the event that a third party 
or its obligations are subject to one or more pre-agreed adverse credit events over a pre-agreed time 
period.  

● Typical credit events include bankruptcy, failure to pay, obligation acceleration, restructuring, and 
repudiation/moratorium.  

 

 Extra neutral alcohol (ENA):  
● It is a byproduct of the sugar industry.  
● Formed from molasses that are a residue of sugarcane processing.  
● It is the primary raw material for making alcoholic beverages.  
Features:  
It is colourless food-grade alcohol that does not have any impurities. 
It has a neutral smell and taste and typically contains over 95 per cent alcohol by volume. 
Other applications of ENA:  

● An essential ingredient in the manufacture of cosmetics and personal care products such as perfumes, 
toiletries, hair spray, etc.  

● Utilized in the production of some lacquers, paints and ink for the printing industry, as well as in 
pharmaceutical products such as antiseptics, drugs, syrups, medicated sprays.  

 

 What is Tata Neu?  
Tata Neu is the conglomerate’s super app that brings together all of its 
digital services and apps on a single platform.  
● It will be launched on April 7.  
● Various Tata Group digital services such as booking flight tickets, booking 

hotels, ordering groceries and medicines will be possible through Tata 
Neu app.  

 
  
 
 
 
 

 Gujarat’s Bill to regulate stray cattle in urban 
areas:  

The Gujarat government’s Bill seeking to regulate stray cattle in urban areas 
was passed by majority in the Assembly recently.  
It will be applicable in 8 cities.  
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● The proposed law makes it mandatory to obtain a licence from a local authority (LA, a municipal 
corporation or municipality) to keep cattle which include buffaloes, cows, their calves and heifers, bulls, 
bullocks, goats, sheep and donkeys.  

● The licence is to ensure that owners have sufficient space for cows.  
● For obtaining such a licence, a cattle-owner will have to submit details of a cattle-shed where he proposes 

to keep his cattle, get each of his cattle-head tagged and submit its details to LA. Any cattle outside the 
licensed cattle-sheds will be impounded.  

● Also, the proposed law empowers the LAs and the state government to notify an entire urban area or part 
thereof as prohibited zone for cattle.  

Need for:  
Almost all major cities and towns have been grappling with the stray cattle menace. Over the past eight years, 
Rajkot Municipal Corporation (RMC) has impounded 72,000 cattle heads straying on city roads. Besides the loss 
of human lives and injuries in accidents involving cattle on city roads, the problem is exacting a heavy financial 
cost also.  
 

 Darlong community:  
Darlongs – a small community of around 11,000 people in 
Tripura – was officially included in the list of Scheduled Tribes 
after the Lok Sabha passed the Constitution (Scheduled Tribes) 
Order (Amendment) Bill, 2022.  
● So far, they were considered a generic tribe under the Kuki 

community and they were handed their tribal certificates as 
members of ‘Kuki’ community.  

● The subsequent identity crisis among them, especially 
Darlong youths, who were equipped with modern education, culminated in the demand for a separate 
statutory identity of their own in 1995.  

 

 Surat gets India’s first steel slag road:  
Surat has become the first city in the country to get a processed steel slag (industrial waste) road.  
● This project falls under the initiative of the Waste to Wealth and Clean India Campaign.  
● It is a part of a joint-venture project by the Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR), Central Road 

Research Institute (CRRI), Union Ministry of Steel, government think-tank NITI Ayog, and ArcelorMtttal-
Nippon Steel (AM/NS), at Hazira.  

The slag is generated from a steel furnace burning at around 1,500-1,600 degree centigrade in the form of 
molten flux material as an impurity.  
 

 Solu Corridor Transmission Line:  
Nepal PM Deuba and PM Modi jointly inaugurated 132 KV Solu Corridor Transmission Line.  
● The Solu Corridor Transmission Line has been constructed to distribute the electricity generated from the 

Solukhumbu and surrounding hydropower projects in Solukhumbu, Okhaldhunga and Udayapur and 
connect it to the remaining national grid.  

 

 FASTER (Fast and Secured Transmission of Electronic Records) 
• CJI N.V. Ramana launches digital platform ‘Fast and 

Secured Transmission of Electronic Records’ 

• The platform would be used by the court officials to 
instantly to send e-copies of the orders through a 
secured electronic communication channel to 
intended parties thus ensuring that judicial orders can 
be communicated quickly. 

• Through the use of this software orders that were 
passed by the high courts (HC) and the Supreme Court 
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(SC) will be transmitted safely without any third-party interference. 

• Bail orders will be communicated via FASTER and for authentication purposes, it will have the digital 
signatures of the notified nodal officers of the SC as well as the Institutional digital signatures. 

• In this manner, without much loss of time, bail orders would be received by all the concerned parties and 
quick necessary actions will be taken at their end.  

 

 Mes Aynak Site 
• A site that is located 40 km southeast of Kabul, Afghanistan. It is 

located in the Logar Province’s barren region. This region contains 
the largest copper deposit in Afghanistan. 

• Situated on the Silk Road, a lot of Indian and Chinese products have 
also been found. 

• There are remains to be found of an ancient settlement that has 400 
Buddha stupas, statues, and a monastery complex of 100 acres. 

• Mes Aynak citizens mostly followed Hinduism and Buddhism. From 
the Kushan era, the earliest dated Buddhist remains have been found. Later they gave way to Uyghur and 
T’ang Chinese influences. 

• Between the 5th and 7th centuries AD, this site reached its peak. Coins that were used during the period of 
Mehama and Khingila, the Alchon Hun rulers were found at this site which confirms their presence in this 
area in 450-500 CE. 

 

 Vanniyars 
• Vanniyars are among the largest backward communities in Tamil Nadu, 

with significant political influence.  

• They have long campaigned for quota and because of their clout, they 
became the only community to be given a 10.5% quota within the MBC 
(Most Backward Class) quota that was cancelled by the Supreme Court, 
which called it "unconstitutional" and a violation of the right to equality. 

 

 Grammys:  
Indian music composer, Ricky Kej has won the Grammy Award for his album 
Divine Tides.  
● The Grammy Award is an award presented by the Recording Academy to 

recognize "Outstanding Achievement in the music industry" of the United 
States.  

● The trophy depicts a gilded gramophone.  
 

 National Commission for Protection of Child Rights:  
NCPCR was set up in March 2007 under the Commissions for Protection of Child Rights (CPCR) Act, 2005, an 
Act of Parliament (December 2005). 

● The Commission began operational on 5 March 2007. 
● NCPCR is a statutory body under the administrative control of the Ministry of Women & Child 

Development, Government of India.  
Mandate:  

● The Commission's Mandate is to ensure that all Laws, Policies, Programmes, and Administrative 
Mechanisms are in consonance with the Child Rights perspective as enshrined in the Constitution of 
India and also the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child.  

Definition of a Child: 
Under the CPCR Act, The Child is defined as a person in the 0 to 18 years age group. 
Functions of NCPCR: 
Under the RTE Act, 2009, the NCPCR can: 

● Inquire into complaints about violation of the law. 
● Summon an individual and demand evidence. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/


 

www.insightsonindia.com       162  InsightsIAS 

● Seek a magisterial enquiry. 
● File a writ petition in the High Court or Supreme Court. 
● Approach the government concerned for prosecution of the offender. 
● Recommend interim relief to those affected. 

Composition of NCPCR: 
● This commission has a chairperson and six members. 
●  Of which at least two should be women. 
● These are appointed by Central Government for three years. 
● The maximum age to serve in commission is 65 years for Chairman and 60 years for members. 

 

 Arooj Aftab:  
● Arooj Aftab is the "first ever female Pakistani Grammy winner".  
● Aftab released her debut album titled 'Bird Under Water' in 2014 under her own independent label.  

 

 Air Quality Database 2022: WHO:  
Ahead of the World Health Day (7th April), the World Health Organisation (WHO) has released Air Quality 
Database 2022, which shows that Almost the entire global population (99 %) breathes air that exceeds 
WHO’s air quality limits.  
● The WHO for the first time has taken ground measurements of annual mean concentrations of nitrogen 

dioxide (NO2).  
● It also includes measurements of Particulate Matter with diameters equal or smaller than 10 μm (PM10) or 

2.5 μm (PM2.5).  
● The findings have prompted WHO to highlight the importance of curbing fossil fuel use and taking other 

tangible steps to reduce air pollution levels.  
 
Key findings:  
● According to the report “Air quality is poorest in the Eastern Mediterranean and Southeast Asia regions, 

followed by Africa”.  
● The highest concentrations of Nitrogen dioxide were found in the eastern Mediterranean region.  
● In low and middle-income countries, air quality in less than 1% of the cities complies with WHO 

recommended thresholds.  
 

 Asia’s Largest Sewage Treatment Plant:  
● Okhla Sewage Treatment Plant is expected to play a major role in the Yamuna cleaning process.  
● It is located in Delhi.  
● The plant will be the largest one in Asia, when completed in December this year.  

 

 World Health Day:  
Every year 7th April marks the celebration of World Health Day.  
● It is being celebrated today to mark the foundation of the World Health Organization (WHO) on 7th April 

1948.  
● Its idea was conceived at the First Health Assembly in 1948 and it came into effect in 1950.  
● Theme for 2022: Our Planet, Our Health.  
 

 Ashwini Vaishnaw Committee:  
● The advisory committee for semiconductor manufacturing in India has been formed.  
● The committee will be chaired by Ashwini Vaishnaw, minister of electronics and IT.  
● The Committee shall steer the objectives in a structured, efficient, and strategic manner, and provide 

necessary guidance to the India Semiconductor Mission (ISM) executives.  
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 International Energy Agency (IEA):  
● Established in 1974 as per the framework of the OECD, IEA is an autonomous intergovernmental 

organisation. 
● Its mission is guided by four main areas of focus: energy security, economic development, environmental 

awareness and engagement worldwide. 
● Headquarters (Secretariat): Paris, France. 
 
Roles and functions: 

● Established in the wake of the 1973-1974 oil crisis, to help its members respond to major oil supply 
disruptions, a role it continues to fulfil today. 

● IEA’s mandate has expanded over time to include tracking and analyzing global key energy trends, 
promoting sound energy policy, and fostering multinational energy technology cooperation. 

 
Composition and eligibility: 
It has 30 members at present. IEA family also includes eight association countries. A candidate country must be 
a member country of the OECD. But all OECD members are not IEA members. 
To become member a candidate country must demonstrate that it has: 
1. Crude oil and/or product reserves equivalent to 90 days of the previous year’s net imports, to which the 

government has immediate access (even if it does not own them directly) and could be used to address 
disruptions to global oil supply. 

2. A demand restraint programme to reduce national oil consumption by up to 10%. 
3. Legislation and organisation to operate the Co-ordinated Emergency Response Measures (CERM) on a 

national basis. 
4. Legislation and measures to ensure that all oil companies under its jurisdiction report information upon 

request. 
5. Measures in place to ensure the capability of contributing its share of an IEA collective action. 
 
Reports: 

1. Global Energy & CO2 Status Report. 
2. World Energy Outlook. 
3. World Energy Statistics. 
4. World Energy Balances. 
5. Energy Technology Perspectives. 

 

 Indian Tent Turtles:  
● The Indian tent turtle is listed in Schedule –I of the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 

1972 and is thereby provided the highest degree of protection.  
● The males are smaller than the females in size and have longer and thicker tails.  
● It is a species of turtle that is native to India, Nepal and Bangladesh and it is 

quite similar to the Indian roofed turtle.  
● IUCN: Lower Risk/ least concern.  
Recently, the Union Minister of Environment said in Parliament that there are no reports to indicate that the 
Indian tent turtle is on the verge of extinction due to illegal mining in the Narmada River.  
 

 Baijayant Panda Committee:  
It is a committee constituted by the Ministry of Defence constituted a High Level Expert Committee for a 
comprehensive review of National Cadet Corps (NCC).  
Objectives of the Committee:  
● Committee is to suggest measures to empower NCC cadets to contribute more effectively towards nation 

building.  
● To propose ways for gainful engagement of NCC Alumni for betterment of the organization.  
● To recommend best practices of similar international youth organisations for inclusion in NCC curriculum.  
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 Kuthiran Tunnel:  
● It is Twin-tube tunnel at Kuthiran in Thrissur District of Kerala state in India.  
● It is located on National Highway 544, owned and operated by National Highways Authority of India.  
● It is Kerala's first-ever tunnel for road transport and South India’s Longest 6-lane road tunnel.  
● The 1.6 km long tunnel is designed through Peechi- Vazahani wildlife sanctuary.  

 

 Har Gobind Khorana:  
The year 2022 marks the 100th birthday of Nobel Prize-winning chemist Har 
Gobind Khorana.  
Born: January 9, 1922, Raipur, India [now Raipur, Pakistan].  
Research and Contribution: He began research on nucleic acids during a 
fellowship at the University of Cambridge (1951) under Sir Alexander Todd.  
● He made another contribution to genetics in 1970 when he and his 

research team were able to synthesize the first artificial copy of a yeast 
gene.  

● His later research explored the molecular mechanisms underlying the cell 
signalling pathways of vision in vertebrates.  

● His studies were concerned primarily with the structure and function of 
rhodopsin, a light-sensitive protein found in the retina of the vertebrate 
eye.  

● He also investigated mutations in rhodopsin that are associated with retinitis pigmentosa, which causes 
night blindness. 

Awards: He shared the 1968 Nobel Prize for Physiology or Medicine with Marshall W. Nirenberg and Robert 
W. Holley for research that helped to show how the nucleotides in nucleic acids, which carry the genetic code 
of the cell, control the cell’s synthesis of proteins.  

● In addition to the Nobel Prize, Khorana received the Albert Lasker Basic Medical Research Award (1968) 
and the National Medal of Science (1987).  

● The Indian government awarded Khorana the Padma Vibhushan in 1969.  
 

 Centibillionaire’s club:  
Gautam Adani’s net worth has reached $100 billion.  
This makes the industrialist the only Indian member of an exclusive global group called the centibillionaire’s 
club.  
● The club refers to people whose net wealth is $100 billion or above.  
● Founder of Amazon, Jeff Bezos, increased his wealth to $112 billion in 2017. He was referred to as the 

world’s first centibillionaire.  
● Today, the club has 10 members, with Musk on top and Bezos next, followed by Arnault, Gates, and 

Warren Buffett of Berkshire Hathaway. Adani is tenth on the list and $3 billion below the person above 
him, Oracle’s Larry Ellison — whose net wealth is $103 billion.  

 

 Standing Deposit Facility (SDF):  
In 2018, the amended Section 17 of the RBI Act empowered the Reserve Bank to introduce the SDF – an 
additional tool for absorbing liquidity without any collateral.  

● The SDF rate will be 25 bps below the policy rate (Repo rate), and it will be applicable to overnight 
deposits at this stage.  

● It would, however, retain the flexibility to absorb liquidity of longer tenors as and when the need 
arises, with appropriate pricing.  

 

 Seema Darshan Project:  
Union Home and Cooperative Minister Amit Shah has inaugurated ‘Seema Darshan Project’ at Nadabet located 
on the Indo-Pak border in Banaskantha District of Gujarat.  

● ‘Seema darshan Project’ was initiated with the aim to provide an opportunity to the people so that 
they can visualize the life and work of the BSF personnel on our border.  
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● Under the Project, all kinds of tourist facilities and other special attractions have been developed at a 
cost of 1 crore 25 lakhs.  

 

 Palm Sunday:  
● Palm Sunday is a Christian moveable feast that falls on the Sunday before Easter.  
● The feast commemorates Jesus' triumphal entry into Jerusalem, an event mentioned in each of the 

four canonical Gospels.  
● Palm Sunday marks the first day of Holy Week.  

 

 e-BCAS project:  
Bureau of Civil Aviation Security, BCAS has undertaken e-BCAS, an initiative under e-Governance for 
automation of internal processes. This will be an online platform for facilitation of stakeholders.  

● It will leverage the strength of existing processes and organizational structure, with the objective to 
make entire activities transparent, user-friendly, and efficient.  

● It will digitize the office processes, facilitate fast approvals, and ensure ease of doing business, by 
technological integration across various divisions and processes.  

 

 HELINA:  
Indigenously developed helicopter launched Anti-Tank Guided Missile ‘HELINA’ was successfully flight tested 
recently.  

● The flight-test was jointly conducted by the teams of scientists from Defence Research and 
Development Organisation (DRDO), Indian Army and Indian Air Force (IAF).  

● Helina has a maximum range of seven kilometers.  
 

 Enhanced Pinaka Mk-I Rocket System (EPRS):  
The Enhanced Pinaka Mk-I Rocket System (EPRS) was successfully test fired in the Pokhran range in Rajasthan.  
● The EPRS is the upgraded version of the Pinaka variant that has been in service with the Indian Army for 

the last decade.  
● The design and development has been carried out by Pune-based DRDO (Defence Research and 

Development Organisation) laboratories - Armament Research and Development Establishment (ARDE) 
and High Energy Materials Research Laboratory (HEMRL).  

● The upgrades include advanced technologies enhancing the range to meet the emerging requirements of 
the battlefield.  

● While the Mark-1 has a range of 38 km, the enhanced version of Mark-1 tested in the last fortnight has a 
range of 45 km with some key additional features.  

The Pinaka rocket system is a multi-barrel rocket system, which is named after Lord Shiva’s bow.  
 

 Wagah of Gujarat:  
● It is an Indo-Pakistan border viewing point in Nadabet in Gujarat.  
● Located around 188 km from Ahmedabad in the Rann of Kutch 

region.  
● Pakistan is around 150 metres from the border pillar 960 at 

Nadabet.  
● Launched as part of the Seema Darshan project.  
 
The biggest attraction of the Seema Darshan project is the access provided to civilians to view the fenced 
international border with Pakistan at ‘Zero Point’. This is guarded round the clock by the Border Security Force 
(BSF).  
 

 CALM System:  
CALM: Cannister Launched Anti-Armour Loiter Ammunition (CALM).  
The Army has issued a Request for Information for the CALM System. It intends to procure 150 such systems.  
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● The CALM System is a pre-loaded canister with loiter ammunition or a drone which once fired can 
remain aloft for a period of time over the area of operation, and when a target is sighted it can be 
guided down to destroy the target with the explosive payload that it carries.  

● Usually, they have camera and few components can be reused.  
● It can be used on enemy tanks and other targets in the plains and deserts of Western India as well as 

on high altitude areas in the Northern borders in Ladakh.  
 

 Patent filings in India:  
In India, for the first time in the last 11 years, the number of domestic patent filing has surpassed the number 
of international patent filing at Indian patent office in the Quarter Jan-Mar 2022.  

● This means the total 19796 patent applications filed, 10706 were filed by Indian applicants against 
9090 by non-Indian applicants.  

● India’s ranking in Global Innovation Index has increased to 46th in 2021 (+35 ranks) as compared to 
from 81st in 2015-16.  

 

 Megalithic stone jars in Assam:  
The discovery of a number of megalithic stone jars in Assam’s Dima Hasao district has brought to focus 
possible links between India’s Northeast and Southeast Asia, dating back to the second millennium BC.  
● The jars of Assam were first sighted in 1929 by British civil servants James Philip Mills and John Henry 

Hutton.  
● While the jars are yet to be scientifically dated, the researchers said links could be drawn with the stone 

jars found in Laos and Indonesia.  
● There are typological and morphological similarities between the jars found at all three sites.  
 

 UGC allows 2 degrees at atime in physical mode:  
● The University Grants Commission has for the first time decided to allow students to pursue two full-

time and same-level degree programmes in physical mode simultaneously either at the same 
university or from different universities.  

● This move is a part of implementation of the National Education Policy 2020 which seeks to provide as 
much flexibility as possible so that students can receive multidisciplinary education.  

The University Grants Commission of India is a statutory body under the provisions of UGC Act, 1956.  
● It is responsible for coordination, determination and maintenance of standards of higher education.  
● It provides recognition to universities in India, and disburses funds to such recognized universities and 

college.  
 

 Rashtriya Gram Swaraj Abhiyan (RGSA):  
The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA) approved a proposal to continue the Rashtriya Gram 
Swaraj Abhiyan (RGSA), a scheme for improving the governance capabilities of Panchayati Raj institutions, till 
2025-26.  
It was started in 2018 - 19.  
● The scheme would work towards “poverty-free and enhanced livelihood in villages; healthy villages, child-

friendly villages; water-sufficient villages; clean and green villages; self-sufficient infrastructure in villages; 
socially-secure villages; villages with good governance and engendered development in villages.”  

 

 Malcolm Adiseshiah Award:  
Renowned Indian economist and political commentator Prabhat Patnaik has been named the recipient of the 
Malcolm Adiseshiah Award this year.  

● The award is annually given by the Malcolm and Elizabeth Adiseshiah Trust to an outstanding social 
scientist for Distinguished Contributions to Development Studies.  

● Malcolm Sathiyanathan Adiseshiah (1910 – 1994), was an Indian development economist and 
educator. In 1976 he was awarded the Padma Bhushan.  
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 Julius Nyerere:  
PM Modi recently paid tributes to former Tanzanian president Julius Nyerere on his 100th birth anniversary.  

● Nyerere, born on April 13, 1922, was a Tanzanian anti-colonial activist.  
● He served as the president of Tanzania from 1964 to 1985.  
● Ideologically, he promoted a political philosophy known as Ujamaa.  

Ujamaa ideology focused heavily upon the practices of communal living and brotherhood. 
Even though it was necessary that Tanzania became an independent economy, the local 
practices of Ujamaa promoted reliance upon communities. The most important part of 
society according to Ujamaa ideology was the community.  
 

  Golan Heights:  
● The Golan Heights is a rocky plateau with an area of 1,800km² on the border between Israel and Syria 

in south-western Syria.  
● The Golan Heights were captured by Israel from Syria in the 1967 conflict and annexed in 1981 — a 

move not recognized internationally.  
International Recognition of Golan Heights:  
● The European Union said its position on the status of the Golan Heights was unchanged and it did not 

recognize Israeli sovereignty over the area. 
● The Arab League, which suspended Syria in 2011 after the start of its civil war has said the move is 

“completely beyond international law”. 
● Egypt, which made peace with Israel in 1979, said it still considers the Golan as occupied Syrian territory. 
● India has also not recognized Golan heights as Israel territory and has called for the return of Golan Heights 

to Syria.  
● In 2019, U.S. President Donald Trump has announced that the US may recognize Israeli sovereignty over 

the Golan Heights.  
 

 Tolkappiyam:  
● The Hindi translation of Tolkappiyam and the Kannada translations of 9 works of Classical Tamil literature 

were recently issued by the Minister of State for Education.  
● Tamil literature goes back to the Sangam Era, named after the assembly (sangam) of poets.  
● Tolkappiyam was authored by Tolkappiyar and is considered the earliest of Tamil literary work.  
● Though it is a work on Tamil grammar, it also provides insights on the political and socio-economic 

conditions of the time.  
● Some in the Tamil tradition place the text in the mythical second sangam, variously in 1st millennium BCE 

or earlier.  
 

 Vernacular Innovation Program:  
● Launched by Atal Innovation Mission (AIM), NITI Aayog.  
● It is an initiative to lower the language barrier in the field of innovation and entrepreneurship such that it 

will systematically decouple creative expressions and languages of transaction.  
● It seeks to enable innovators and entrepreneurs to have access to the innovation ecosystem in 22 

scheduled languages.  
● Implementation: AIM has identified and will be training a Vernacular Task Force (VTF) in each of the 22 

scheduled languages.  
● It will assist in overcoming linguistic barriers and empowering innovators in the farthest parts of the 

country.  
Need for:  
● According to the 2011 census, 10.4% of Indians speak English, with the majority speaking it as a second, 

third, or fourth language.  
● Only 0.02 percent of Indians were English Speakers with their first language.  
● AIM aims to boost the local, regional, national, and global innovation pipelines by offering access to 

learning in one's language and culture.  
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 Black Sea:  
● The Black Sea, also known as the Euxine Sea, is one of the major water bodies and a famous inland sea of 

the world.  
● This marginal sea of the Atlantic Ocean, located between Eastern Europe and Western Asia.  
● It is surrounded by the Pontic, Caucasus, and Crimean Mountains in the south, east and north respectively.  
● The Turkish straits system - the Dardanelles, Bosporus and Marmara Sea - forms a transitional zone 

between the Mediterranean and the Black Sea.  
● The Black Sea is also connected to the Sea of Azov by the Strait of Kerch.  
● The bordering countries of Black Sea are: Russia, Ukraine, Georgia, Turkey, Bulgaria and Romania.  
Context:  
The sinking of the warship Moskva, the 600-foot, 12,500-tonne flagship of the Russian Black Sea Fleet — 
whether due to a Ukrainian missile strike or, as Russia claims, a fire on board — is a serious setback for Russia.  
 

 Film and Television Institute of India (FTII):  
● FTII is an autonomous institute under the Ministry of Information and Broadcasting of the Government of 

India.  
● It is situated on the premises of the erstwhile Prabhat Film Company in Pune.  
● It was established in 1960.  
Why in News?  
The Supreme Court has directed the Film and Television Institute of India (FTII) not to exclude candidates 
suffering from colour blindness from its courses on film making and editing and asked it to make changes to its 
curriculum instead.  
 
What is Colour Blindness?  
Colour blindness, also known as colour deficiency, is the inability to see colours in the normal way. Colour blind 
individuals often cannot distinguish between certain colours — usually greens and reds, and sometimes blues 
as well.  
 
Why does it occur?  
Two types of cells in the retina detect light — the “rods”, which distinguish between light and dark, and the 
“cones” that detect colour.  
● There are three types of cones that see colour — red, green, and blue — and our brains use the 

information from these cells to perceive colour.  
● Colour blindness can be the result of the absence of one or more of these cone cells, or their failure to 

work properly.  
 

 National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI):  
● NPCI serves as an umbrella body for the operation of retail payment in India.  
● This organization was established by the Reserve Bank of India along with the Indian Bank’s Association 

under the provisions of the Payment and Settlement Systems Act, 2007.  
● Presently, NPCI is promoted by ten major promoter banks.  

Products of NPCI:  
1. RuPay.  
2. National Common Mobility Card.  
3. Bharat Interface for Money (BHIM).  
4. Unified Payments Interface (UPI).  
5. Bharat Bill Payment System.  

 
Why in the News?  
Meta’s instant messaging app WhatsApp has received clearance from the National Payments Corporation of 
India (NPCI) to add 60 million users to its UPI-based payments service WhatsApp Pay.  
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 What is a ‘Poison Pill’ defence?  
Twitter has countered Elon Musk’s offer to buy the company for more than $43 billion with a corporate tool 
known as a poison pill, a defensive strategy familiar to boardrooms trying to fend off takeovers but less 
familiar to everyday investors.  
● This defense mechanism was developed in the 1980s as company leaders, facing corporate raiders and 

hostile acquisitions, tried to defend their businesses from being acquired by another enterprise, person or 
group.  

● A poison pill is a maneuver that typically makes a company less palatable to a potential acquirer by making 
it more expensive for the acquirer to buy shares of the target company above a certain threshold.  

 

 Sir Chhotu Ram:  
● Born in 1881, he was a prominent politician in British India's Punjab Province.  
● He championed the interest of oppressed communities of the Indian subcontinent. For this feat, he 

was knighted in 1937.  
● He was a co-founder of the National Unionist Party.  

The enactment of two agrarian laws was primarily due to his contribution- the Punjab Relief Indebtedness Act 
of 1934 and the Punjab Debtor's Protection Act of 1936, which emancipated the peasants from the clutches of 
the moneylenders and restored the right of land to the tiller.  
 

 National Crisis Management Committee:  
For effective implementation of relief measures in the wake of natural calamities, the Government of India has 
set up a National Crisis Management Committee. 

● The Cabinet Secretary is it’s Chairman. 
● Other members: Secretaries of all the concerned Ministries /Departments as well as organizations are 

the members of the Committee.  
● The NCMC gives direction to the Crisis Management Group as deemed necessary.  

 

 Vidya Samiksha Kendra:  
The Command and Control Centre, or Vidya Samiksha Kendra are set up by the Gujarat Education Department 
in Gandhinagar.  

● It tracks enrolment, attendance, learning outcomes, drop-outs, school accreditation and monitors 
schools, teachers and block and cluster resource centre co-ordinators.  

● This state-of-the-art data driven centre is based on the National Digital Education Architecture 
(NDEAR) Framework.  

● The centre is aimed at leveraging data and technology to improve learning outcomes.  
 

 The ‘mystery’ liver disease:  
Cases of this mysterious liver disease have been reported in Spain, Denmark and the Netherlands, besides the 
US and UK.  

● Health authorities are now racing to discover what is behind the mysterious acute illness.  
 
Causes:  
No concrete evidence has been found yet.  
● According to scientists in Scotland, the leading hypothesis is that the liver damage is being caused by an 

adenovirus. A large group of viruses that circulate widely and are often linked to respiratory and eye 
infections.  

● Alternatively, there is thought it may be as a result of a Covid-19 infection or even a new, undetected 
variant.  

● Researchers have ruled out the most common cause of serious liver inflammation, hepatitis, as children 
have consistently tested negative.  

● There is also no strong evidence it is caused by a bacterial infection. Some believe a mutation of 
coronavirus could be behind the illness.  
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Symptoms:  
● Dark urine  
● Pale faeces  
● Jaundice (yellowing of 

eyes and skin)  

● Itchy skinv 
● Nausea and vomiting  
● Lethargy  
● Stomach pain  

● High temperature  

 

 Semicon India-2022 Conference:  
First ever Semicon India-2022 Conference will be held in Bengaluru.  

● The Conference will be organised by Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology from 29th of 
April to 1st of May around theme of - Design and Manufacture in India, for the World: Making India a 
Semiconductor Nation.  

● Semicon India - 2022 aims to make India a significant player in Global Semiconductor value chain.  
 

 BrahMos missile:  
BrahMos Aerospace, an India-Russian joint venture, produces supersonic cruise missiles that can be launched 
from submarines, ships, aircraft, or land platforms.  

● BrahMos missile flies at a speed of 2.8 Mach or almost three times the speed of sound.  
● The range of the advanced version of the missile is learnt to have been extended to around 350 km 

from the original 290 km.  
 

 Solomon Islands:  
● Solomon Islands is a nation in Melanesia, east of Papua New Guinea, 

comprising more than 990 islands. Its capital is Honiara, located on 
the island of Guadalcanal.  

● The Solomon Islands have been inhabited by Melanesian people for 
at least 30,000 years.  

● It consists of a double chain of volcanic islands and coral atolls in 
Melanesia.  

Context:  
China said it had signed a security pact with the Solomon Islands, a first-
of-its-kind arrangement that could pave the way for further Chinese 
security deals overseas.  
 

 NATPOLREX-VIII:  
● It is the 8th edition of the National Level Pollution Response Exercise.  
● Conducted by Indian Coast Guard (ICG) off Mormugao harbour, Goa.  
● The objective of NATPOLREX-VIII is to enhance the preparedness and response capability of all the 

stakeholders in combating marine spills.  
● It aims at validating the procedures and guidelines as contained in the National Oil Spill Disaster 

Contingency Plan (NOSDCP) at the national and regional levels.  
 

 World Haemophilia day:  
● World Haemophilia day is celebrated on 17th April every year, aiming to increase awareness about 

haemophilia and other inherited bleeding disorders.  
● The day is celebrated in the honour of Frank Schnabel, founder of the World Federation of Haemophilia 

(WHF).  
● This year's (2022) theme is "Access for All: Partnership. Policy. Progress. Engaging your government, 

integrating inherited bleeding disorders into national policy".  
Haemophilia is a medical condition, mostly inherited, in which the ability of blood to clot is severely reduced, 
so that even a minor injury can cause severe bleeding.  
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 Vagsheer:  
● Vagsheer, the sixth submarine of the P75 project of the Indian 

Navy was launched recently.  
● It is the last of the Scorpene class submarines made under the 

P75 project.  
● Under P75, INS Kalvari, INS Khanderi, INS Karanj and INS Vela 

have been commissioned. Sea trials are on for Vagir.  
Vagsheer is named after the sand fish, a deep sea predator of the Indian 
Ocean. The first submarine Vagsheer, from Russia, was commissioned 
into the Indian Navy on December 26, 1974, and was decommissioned on April 30, 1997.  
 

 Sarmat intercontinental ballistic missile:  
It is an intercontinental ballistic missile recently successfully test-launched by Russia.  

● The new missile complex has the highest tactical and technical characteristics and is able to overcome 
all modern means of anti-missile defense.  

 

 India’s first pure green hydrogen plant:  
India’s first pure green hydrogen plant has been commissioned in Jorhat, Assam.  
Commissioned by Oil India Limited (OIL).  

● The plant produces Green Hydrogen from the electricity generated by the existing 500kW Solar plant 
using a 100 kW Anion Exchange Membrane (AEM) Electrolyser array.  

 

 Maharani Jindan Kaur:  
● She was the youngest wife of Maharaja Ranjit Singh.  
● She was also the mother of Maharaja Duleep Singh, the last ruler of the empire, who was raised by the 

British.  
● She led a spirited resistance to the encroachment of the British into the Punjab, but was eventually 

forced to surrender.  
 

 Europa:  
Researchers have said that there might be an abundance of water pockets beneath formations called double 
ridges on Jupiter’s moons Europa.  

● Europa's surface is mostly solid water ice.  
● Double ridges are the formations which are most common on Europa’s surface and are similar to those 

seen on Earth’s Greenland ice sheet.  
About Europa:  

● Europa is slightly smaller than Earth’s moon and its diameter is about one-quarter that of the Earth.  
● Europa has a very thin oxygen atmosphere.  
● Interestingly, while its diameter is less than the Earth’s, Europa probably contains twice the amount of 

the water in all of the Earth’s oceans.  
NASA is expected to launch its Europa Clipper in 2024. The module will orbit Jupiter and conduct multiple 
close flybys to Europa to gather data on the moon’s atmosphere, surface and its interior.  
 

 ‘India Out’ campaign:  
Maldives has issued a decree banning the ‘India Out’ campaign.  
Opposition parties and a section of the media in the Maldives have been engaged in renewed efforts to whip 
up anti-India sentiments.  

● In this regard, “India Out” slogan was first used on social media platforms last year.  
● This campaign alleged that the cooperation between the governments of the two countries is 

undermining the national security and sovereignty of the Maldives.  
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 Fincluvation:  
India Post Payments Bank (IPPB), a 100% government owned entity under Department of Posts (DoP) has 
announced the launch of Fincluvation– a joint initiative to collaborate with Fintech Startup community to co-
create and innovate solutions for financial inclusion.  
● Fincluvation is an Industry first initiative to create a powerful platform to mobilize the start-up community 

towards building meaningful financial products aimed at financial inclusion.  
● Fincluvation will be a permanent platform of IPPB to co-create inclusive financial solutions with 

participating start-ups.  
 

 Civil Services Day:  
● The Government of India celebrates April 21 every year as ‘Civil Services day’ as an occasion for the civil 

servants to rededicate themselves to the cause of citizen and renew their commitments to public service 
and excellence in work.  

● This date is chosen to commemorate the day when first Home Minister of Independent India, Sardar 
Vallabhbhai Patel addressed the probationers of Administrative Services Officers in 1947 at Metcalf House, 
Delhi. 

● As part of Civil Servant Day, Prime Minister’s Awards for Excellence in Public Administration are presented 
to Districts/Implementing Units for implementation of Priority programme and innovation categories.  

 

 Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay:  
● He was a Bengali poet and writer.  
● He wrote the national song Vande Mataram.  
● His novel Anandamath — which was set in the background of the Sanyashi Bidroho 

(rebellion of monks in late 18th century) — is considered to be one of key works on 
Bengal’s nationalism.  

● His first Bengali fiction is called ‘Durgeshnondini’ published in 1865.  
● He also wrote other famous novels like Kapalkundala in 1866, Mrinalini in 1869, 

Vishbriksha in 1873, Chandrasekhar in 1877, Rajani in 1877, Rajsimha in 1881 and Devi 
Chaudhurani in 1884.  

● He brought out a monthly magazine called Bangadarshan in 1872.  
● His first fiction to appear in print was the English novel Rajmohan's Wife.  
 

 Paris Book Festival 2022:  
● India is designated as the Guest of Honour Country at the Paris Book Festival 2022.  
● Some 80,000 visitors, 1,000 authors and 350 publishers are expected at the three-day festival, which 

will run from 22 to 24 April.  
● The last time India was invited to the event was in 2007.  
● France will be the guest of honour at the New Delhi World Book Fair postponed to May 2022.  

 

 What is GO 111?  
● The GO 111 order, issued by the government of erstwhile (undivided) Andhra Pradesh on March 8, 1996, 

prohibited the setting up of industries, residential colonies, hotels, etc in the catchment area of the Osman 
Sagar and Himayat Sagar lakes up to a radius of 10 km.  

● The reservoirs were created by building dams on the Musi (also known as Moosa or Muchkunda) river, a 
major tributary of the Krishna, to protect Hyderabad from floods.  

● The lakes came into being during the reign of the last nizam, Osman Ali Khan (1911-48).  
Why in the News?  
Environmentalists and activists are criticising the Telangana government for withdrawing this order. They say 
this will destroy the fragile surrounding ecosystem.  
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 Indian SARS-CoV-2 Consortium on Genomics (INSACOG):  
● The Indian SARS-CoV-2 Genomics Consortium (INSACOG) is jointly initiated by the Union Ministry of 

Health and Family Welfare, and Department of Biotechnology (DBT) with Council for Scientific & 
Industrial Research (CSIR) and Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR).  

● It is a consortium of 28 National Laboratories to monitor the genomic variations in the SARS-CoV-2.  
● It carries out whole genome sequencing of SARS-CoV-2 virus across the nation, aiding in understanding 

the spread and evolution of the virus.  
● INSACOG also aims to focus on sequencing of clinical samples to understand the disease dynamics and 

severity.  
 

  India Suspends Tourist Visas For Chinese Citizens:  
India has suspended tourist visas issued to Chinese nationals.  

● The move appeared to be a response to China's move which is preventing 22,000 Indian students 
enrolled in Chinese universities from going back to China to resume their studies.  

● These students had to leave their studies in China and come to India when the COVID-19 pandemic 
began in the beginning of 2020.  

What are tourist visas?  
Tourist Visa is issued to visit India for tourism purposes. The visa is non-extendable and non-convertible. 
Change of purpose is not allowed.  
 

 Urja Pravaha:  
● Indian Coast Guard Inducts New Vessel 'Urja Pravaha'.  
● It was inducted at Gujarat's Bharuch.  

 

 Lata Deenanath Mangeshkar Award:  
Prime Minister Narendra Modi is the first recipient of the Lata Deenanath 
Mangeshkar Award.  

● Eligibility: The Lata Deenanath Mangeshkar Puraskar will be given every year to an individual who has 
made "path-breaking, spectacular and exemplary" contribution to the nation, its people and society.  

● Master Deenanath Mangeshkar is the singing legend's father.  
 

 Twitter’s new policy on climate change denial ads:  
● Social media giant Twitter has announced that it will prohibit misleading advertisements on climate 

change.  
● By misleading, Twitter means ads that “contradict” the scientific consensus on climate change.  
● It is an attempt to curb climate change disinformation campaigns on its network.  

 

 Gujarat Gets India’s First Portable Solar Rooftop 
System:  
● The first portable solar rooftop system has now been installed in 

Gandhinagar, Gujarat.  
● The new 10 PV Port system is designed to be highly cost-effective, 

requires low maintenance, and can be installed by a single person.  
 

 Ratle and Kwar Power Projects:  
● The Prime Minister recently laid the foundation stone of 850 MW Ratle Power Project and 540 MW 

Kwar Hydro Project in J&K.  
● These dams will be constructed on the Chenab river in Kishtwar District.  
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 Banihal-Qazigund Road Tunnel:  
● It is located in Jammu and Kashmir.  
● The 8.45 Km long tunnel will reduce the road distance between Banihal and 

Qazigund by 16 km, and reduce journey time by around one and a half hours.  
 

 National Panchayati Raj day:  
● Observed on 24th April every Year.  
● The first National Panchayati Raj Day was celebrated in 2010.  
● It marks a defining moment in the history of decentralisation of power, with the institutionalisation of 

Panchayati Raj, through the Constitution (73rd Amendment) Act, 1992 which came into force with 
effect from 24th April 1993.  

Panchayati Raj in India:  
● After the Constitution came into force, Article 40 made a mention of panchayats and Article 246 

empowered the state legislature to legislate with respect to any subject relating to local self-
government.  

Every year, the Ministry of Panchayati Raj awards the best performing Panchayats/States/UTs. These are 
conferred under various categories namely:  

1. Deen Dayal Upadhyay Panchayat Sashaktikaran Puraskar (DDUPSP).  
2. Nanaji Deshmukh Rashtriya Gaurav Gram Sabha Puraskar (NDRGGSP).  
3. Child-friendly Gram Panchayat Award (CFGPA).  
4. Gram Panchayat Development Plan (GPDP) Award.  
5. e-Panchayat Puraskar (given to States/UTs only).  

Balwant Rai Committee:  
The establishment of the Panchayati Raj System in the country was recommended by the Balwant Rai 
Committee.  
 

 Household consumer spending survey:  
The All-India Household Consumer Expenditure Survey is usually conducted by the National Statistical Office 
(NSO) every five years.  
● It is designed to collect information on the consumption spending patterns of households across the 

country, both urban and rural.  
● The data gathered in this exercise reveals the average expenditure on goods (food and non-food) and 

services.  
● It is set to resume this year after a prolonged break.  
● It is used to arrive at estimates of poverty levels in different parts of the country and to review economic 

indicators like the Gross Domestic Product (GDP).  
● India hasn’t had any official estimates on per capita household spending since 2011–12.  
 
About NSO:  
● The government has formed an overarching body NSO by merging the National Sample Survey Office 

(NSSO), Computer Centre and Central Statistical Office (CSO).  
● NSO was first envisaged by Rangarajan Commission to implement and maintain statistical standards and 

coordinate statistical activities of Central and State agencies as laid down by the National Statistical 
Commission (NSC).  

● Parent Ministry: It is the statistical wing of the Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation 
(MoSPI).  

● It Compiles and releases the Index of Industrial Production (IIP) every month in the form of ‘quick 
estimates’ and conducts the Annual Survey of Industries (ASI).  

 

 Palli in Jammu becomes India’s first carbon-neutral panchayat:  
Palli village in Jammu’s Samba district has become the country’s first panchayat to become carbon neutral, 
fully powered by solar energy and with all its records digitised and saturation of benefits of all the Central 
schemes.  
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 Kuril Islands:  
Japan’s Diplomatic Bluebook for 2022 has described the Kuril 
Islands (which Japan calls the Northern Territories and Russia as 
the South Kurils) as being under Russia’s “illegal occupation”.  
● This is the first time in about two decades that Japan has used 

this phrase to describe the dispute over the Kuril Islands.  
Kuril Islands/ Northern Territories:  
● These are a set of four islands situated between the Sea of 

Okhotsk and the Pacific Ocean near the north of Japan's 
northernmost prefecture, Hokkaido.  

● Both Moscow and Tokyo claim sovereignty over them though 
the islands have been under Russian control since the end of 
World War II.  

Basis for these differing claims:  
According to Tokyo, Japan’s sovereignty over the islands is 
confirmed by several treaties like the Shimoda Treaty of 1855, the 
1875 Treaty for the exchange of Sakhalin for the Kuril Islands (Treaty 
of St. Petersburg), and the Portsmouth Treaty of 1905 signed after 
the Russo-Japanese war of 1904-05 which Japan had won.  
Russia, on the other hand, claims the Yalta Agreement (1945) and 
the Potsdam Declaration (1945) as proof of its sovereignty and 
argues that the San Francisco Treaty of 1951 is legal evidence that 
Japan had acknowledged Russian sovereignty over the islands.  
 

 US hosts weapons summit for Ukraine:  
● Top US officials recently hosted emergency talks with allies in Germany on supplying Kyiv with more 

weapons to fend off Russia's assault.  
● Moscow's invasion of its neighbour, now in its eighth week, has triggered widespread outrage among 

Western nations who have provided weapons and other assistance to Ukraine's embattled President 
Volodymyr Zelensky.  

 

 US hosts weapons summit for Ukraine:  
● Top US officials recently hosted emergency talks with allies in Germany on supplying Kyiv with more 

weapons to fend off Russia's assault.  
● Moscow's invasion of its neighbour, now in its eighth week, has triggered widespread outrage among 

Western nations who have provided weapons and other assistance to Ukraine's embattled President 
Volodymyr Zelensky.  

 

 What is the iRAD?  
● iRAD is an initiative of the Ministry of Road Transport and Highways (MoRTH), with an objective to improve 

road safety in the country.  
● The main idea behind it is to create a Centralised Accident Database to host and access all accident related 

data by various departments/stakeholders.  
● It was launched in Chandigarh recently.  
● The iRAD application is an initiative of the MoRTH to capture relevant details about the accident prone 

areas throughout India.  
 

 India Post Payments Bank:  
The union cabinet has approved ₹820 crore financial support for India Post Payments Bank.  
IPPB:  
● IPPB was launched by the Prime Minister in 2018 with 100% equity owned by the Government of India.  
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● It is a payments bank of the Indian postal department which works through a network of post offices and 
nearly 4 lakh postmen. It is governed by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI).  

● The bank has been set up with the vision to build the most accessible, affordable and trusted bank for the 
common man in India. The fundamental mandate of IPPB is to remove barriers for the unbanked and 
under-banked and reach the last mile.  

● IPPB is committed to providing a fillip to a less cash economy and contribute to the vision of Digital India.  
 

 Labour force participation rate (LFPR):  
● LFPR essentially is the percentage of the 

working-age (15 years or older) population 
that is asking for a job; it represents the 
“demand” for jobs in an economy.  

● It includes those who are employed and those 
who are unemployed.  

Why in News?  
In India, the LFPR is not only lower than in the 
rest of the world but also falling.  
● The world over, LFPR is around 60%. In India, 

it has been sliding over the last 10 years and 
has shrunk from 47% in 2016 to just 40% as of 
December 2021.  

 

 World Book and Copyright Day 2022:  
To promote awareness on the benefits of reading books, World Book Day, also known as World Book and 
Copyright Day 2022 is observed every year on April 23.  

● The day is celebrated by UNESCO and other related organisations across the world to honour authors, 
and books, promote the art of reading, etc.  

● In 2022, the World Book Capital is the Mexican city of Guadalajara.  
● The World Book Capital of 2021 was Tbilisi, Georgia.  

The theme for World Book and Copyright Day 2022 is “Read, so you never feel low”.  
Why was this day chosen?  
UNESCO has selected 23rd April as World Book Day to pay tribute to great literary figures including William 
Shakespeare, Miguel Cervantes, and Inca Garcilaso de la Vega who died on this day.  
 

 Export Credit Guarantee Corporation (ECGC):  
● The ECGC Ltd is wholly owned by the Ministry of Commerce and Industry.  
● Established in 1957.  
● ECGC was established to promote exports by providing credit insurance services to exporters against 

non-payment risks by the overseas buyers due to commercial and political reasons.  
 

 World Coal Association:  
● The World Coal Association (WCA) is an international non-profit, non-governmental association based in 

London, United Kingdom.  
● It was created to represent the global coal industry.  
● The association was formerly called the World Coal Institute (WCI) but changed its name in November 

2010.  
● The WCA undertakes lobbying, organises workshops, and provides coal information to decision makers.  
● It is co-author of a report on the future of coal in ASEAN nations.  
 

  ADIGRAMS:  
The Ministry of Tribal Affairs (MoTA) had recently organised a workshop in Jharkhand on ADIGRAMS (Adivasi 
Grants Management System).  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/


 

www.insightsonindia.com       177  InsightsIAS 

● ADIGRAMS Portal will provide a central database for Ministry of Tribal Affairs and the State Tribal 
Development/ Welfare Department to access, interact and analyse up-to-date scheme wise Physical and 
financial information and progress.N 

● The portal will enable the officials/stakeholders at Central, State, District, Block and village level to access, 
monitor and measure performance in a real-time basis and take decisions accordingly.  

 

 Global military expenditure:  
Total global military expenditure increased by 0.7 per cent in real terms in 2021, to reach $2113 billion, 
according to new data on global military spending published today by the Stockholm International Peace 
Research Institute (SIPRI).  

● The five largest spenders in 2021 were the United States, China, India, the United Kingdom and Russia, 
together accounting for 62 per cent of expenditure.  

● India’s military spending of $76.6 billion ranked third highest in the world. This was up by 0.9 per cent 
from 2020 and by 33 per cent from 2012.  

● The USA and China alone accounted for 52 per cent. China, the world's second largest spender.  
 

 Anang Tal:  
● Anang Tal is a mini lake located in Mehrauli, New Delhi.  
● Created in 1052 A.D by the founder king of Delhi Maharaja Anang Pal Tomar.  
● The millennium old Anang Tal signifies the beginning of Delhi.  
● Anang Tal has a strong Rajasthan connection as Maharaja Anang Pal is known as nana (maternal 

grandfather) of Prithviraj Chauhan whose fort Rai Pithora is on the list of ASI.  
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