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Monuments / Places / Statues / Temples 

 

1. Raigad fort 
Kingdoms and dynasties associated with the fort?  
● The fort, which was earlier called Rairi, was the seat of the Maratha clan Shirke in the 12th 

century.  
● The fort changed hands a number of times from the dynasty of Bahaminis to the Nizamshahis 

and then the Adilshahis.  
● In 1656, Chhatrapati Shivaji captured it from the More’s of Javli who were under the 

suzerainty of the Adilshahi Sultanate.  
● In 1662, Shivaji formally changed the fort’s name to Raigad and added a number of structures 

to it. By 1664, the fort had emerged as the seat of Shivaji’s government.  
The fort not only helped Shivaji challenge the supremacy of the Adilshahi dynasty but also opened 
up the routes towards Konkan for the extension of his power.  
 
Why is it significant?  
The fort was known to early Europeans as the Gibraltar of the East. Its decisive feature is a mile 
and a half flat top which has adequate room for buildings. In its prime, the fort had 300 stone 
houses and a garrison of 2,000 men.  
 
About Chhatrapati Shivaji- notable points:  
● He was born in 1639 to Shahaji Bhonsle, a Maratha general who held the jagirs of Pune and 

Supe under the Bijapur Sultanate and Jijabai, a pious woman whose religious qualities had a 
profound influence on him.  

● He displayed his military zeal for the first time in 1645 when as a teenager, he successfully got 
control of the Torna Fort which was under Bijapur. He also acquired the Kondana Fort. Both 
these forts were under Adil Shah of Bijapur.  

● He took on the titles of Chhatrapati, Shakakarta, Kshatriya Kulavantas and Haindava 
Dharmodhhaarak.  

 
Important battles associated with him:  

1. Battle of Pratapgad, 1659. 
2. Battle of Pavan Khind, 1660.  
3. Battle of Purandar, 1665.  
4. Battle of Sinhagad, 1670.  
5. Battle of Kalyan, 1682-83.  
6. Battle of Sangamner, 1679.  

 
Treaty of Purandar:  
In June 1665, the Treaty of Purandar was signed between Shivaji and Raja Jai Singh I (representing 
Aurangzeb).  
● As per this treaty, many forts were relinquished to the Mughals and it was agreed that Shivaji 

would meet Aurangzeb at Agra. Shivaji also agreed to send his son Sambhaji as well.  
 

2. Reclining Lord Vishnu:  
A 1,000 years old sandstone sculpture of the reclining 
Lord Vishnu has been restored by Indian National 
Trust for Art and Culture Heritage.  
● The Statue is situated in Bandhavgarh National 

Park (Madhya Pradesh).  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/08/14/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-14-august-2020/&ved=2ahUKEwjB87CbwtP0AhV2SmwGHdm3DfkQFnoECAUQAQ&usg=AOvVaw2DhH7OwFKzJVqkYL2_VVzt
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/03/09/underlining-the-achievements-of-chatrapati-shivaji-describe-how-his-policy-was-helpful-in-the-expansion-of-marathas-also-discuss-the-reasons-for-the-fall-of-the-marathas/&ved=2ahUKEwigqYiowtP0AhUXUGwGHTbGDPcQFnoECAUQAQ&usg=AOvVaw1VwOEcI1m7SOjx8XA-Ym77


 

www.insightsonindia.com                                                          5                                                                      InsightsIAS 

INSTA PT 2022 EXCLUSIVE (ART AND CULTURE) 

NOTES 
● This is the first conservation and restoration project undertaken by INTACH in Madhya 

Pradesh.  
● Popularly known as Shesh Shaiyya, the sculpture belongs to Kalchuri period (8th century, 

feudatories of the Rashtrakutas at central part of India).  
 

3. Jagannath temple 
The Odisha state cabinet has approved amendments to the Sri Jagannath Temple Act of 1954.  
● Odisha Govt. has taken this historic step in order to simplify issues pertaining to land owned 

by the Jagannath Temple.  
● With this amendment, the temple administration and concerned officials now have the power 

to sell or lease out temple land, without any approval from the state government.  
 
What is the Puri heritage corridor project?  
● Conceived in 2016, the Project aims to transform the holy town of Puri into an international 

place of heritage.  
● A total of 22 different projects will be executed in a phased manner.  
● Funds have been allocated under the state government’s Augmentation of Basic Amenities 

and Development of Heritage and Architecture at Puri (ABADHA) scheme.  
● The project includes redevelopment of Puri lake and Musa river revival plan.  
 
About Jagannath Temple:  
Construction:  
● It is believed to be constructed in the 12th century 

by King Anatavarman Chodaganga Deva of the 
Eastern Ganga Dynasty.  

● The temple is a part of Char Dham (Badrinath, 
Dwaraka, Puri, Rameswaram) pilgrimages that a 
Hindu is expected to make in one’s lifetime.  

 
Architecture:  
● It is an important Vaishnavite temple dedicated to Jagannath, a form of Sri Krishna in Puri in 

Odisha.  
● This temple was called the “White Pagoda”.  
● Jagannath Puri temple is called ‘Yamanika Tirtha’ where, according to the Hindu beliefs, the 

power of ‘Yama’, the god of death has been nullified in Puri due to the presence of Lord 
Jagannath.  

● There are four gates to the temple- Eastern ‘Singhdwara’ which is the main gate with two 
crouching lions, Southern ‘Ashwadwara’, Western ‘Vyaghra Dwara and Northern ‘Hastidwara’. 
There is a carving of each form at each gate.  

● The Nilachakra – Or the Blue wheel perched on top of the temple is made of eight metals or 
asta dhatu.  

● In front of the entrance stands the Aruna stambha or sun pillar, which was originally at the 
Sun Temple in Konark.  

● The Puri temple is famous for its annual Ratha Yatra, or chariot festival, in which the three 
principal deities are pulled on huge and elaborately decorated temple cars.  

 

4. Kalibari temple 
● This Hindu temple is located in Bangladesh.  
● It was recently inaugurated by President Ram Nath 

Kovind. It was destroyed by Pakistani forces in 1971.  
● The original Ramna Kalibari was built during the 

medieval era and was famous for its tall structure.  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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● In 1929, the temple complex acquired an additional building for the devotees of the famous 

saint Anandamayee, who later became Prime Minister Indira Gandhi’s spiritual advisor.  
 

5. What is a Sikh Takht?  
Delhi Assembly has passed an amendment bill to “Delhi Sikh Gurdwara Act, 1971” which 
recognises the “Takht Damdama Sahib” as fifth Takht of Sikhs.  
● Takht (Throne) is a seat of temporal authority for Sikhs. Presently, there are five Sikh Takhts. 

Out of them, three are in Punjab, one in Maharashtra and one in Bihar.  
● The Sikh Takhts issue hukumnamas from time to time on issues related with Sikh community. 

Since, Akal Takht is supreme among them, any order concerning the entire community is 
issued from Akal Takht.  

 

6. Ramappa temple: Telangana’s first UNESCO World Heritage Site 
Telangana's Ramappa Temple is receiving massive focus after it received UNESCO tag recently.  
 
About the Temple:  
● Situated in Telangana's Warangal, the temple stands on a six-feet high star-shaped platform 

with walls, pillars and ceilings adorned with intricate carvings that attest to the unique skill of 
the Kakatiyan sculptors.  

● The temple is named after its architect, Ramappa.  
● Constructed in 1213 AD during the reign of the Kakatiya Empire by Recharla Rudra, a general 

of Kakatiya king Ganapati Deva.  
● The temple's presiding deity is Ramalingeswara Swamy.  
 
About kakatiya dynasty-Key facts: 
The 12th and the 13th centuries saw the emergence of the Kakatiyas. 
They were at first the feudatories of the Western Chalukyas of Kalyana, ruling over a small 
territory near Warangal. 
● The dynasty saw powerful leaders like Ganapathi Deva and Rudramadevi. 
● Prataparudra I, also known as Kakatiya Rudradeva, was the son of the Kakatiya leader Prola 

II. It was under his rule that the Kakatiyas declared sovereignty. He ruled the kingdom till 1195 
A.D. 

● It was under the rule of Prataparudra I that usage of Telugu language in inscriptions began. 
● Before the establishment of Orugallu/Warangal as the capital, Hanamakonda was the first 

capital of the Kakatiyas. 
● The great Italian traveller Marco Polo visited the Kakatiya Kingdom sometime during 

Rudramadevi’s tenure as the ruler of the Kakatiya Dynasty and made note of her 
administrative style; admiring her extensively. 

 
Art and architecture: 
● The iconic Kakatiya Thoranam was built by Rudramadevi’s father in the 12th Century. This 

ornate arch is said to have many similarities with the gateways at the Sanchi Stupa and is also 
the emblem of Telangana. 

● The scenic Pakhal lake in Warangal was built by Ganapathi Deva. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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● The 1000 pillar temple in Warangal was built during the Kakatiya Rule and is another example 

to the exquisite Kakatiya Architecture. 
● The Koh-i-Noor Diamond, which is now among the jewels set in the British Crown, was mined 

and first owned by the Kakatiya Dynasty. 
 
Society: 
Under the Kakatiya rule, the caste system was not rigid and in fact, it was not given much 
significance socially. Anyone could take up any profession and people were not bound to an 
occupation by birth. 
The Kakatiya rule finally came to an end in 1323 A.D. when Warangal was conquered by the 
Ghiyasuddin Tughlaq, the then Sultan of Delhi. 
 

7. Martand Sun Temple 
● The Martand Sun Temple Also known as Pandou Laidan is a 

Hindu temple dedicated to Surya.  
● Built by the third ruler of the Karkota Dynasty, Lalitaditya 

Muktapida, in the 8th century CE.  
● The temple is located five miles from Anantnag in the Indian 

union territory of Jammu and Kashmir.  
● It was destroyed by the orders of Muslim ruler Sikandar Shah 

Miri.  
● The temple is one of the earliest known sun temples much older than Konark and Modhera.  
 

8. Kushinagar, a Buddhist pilgrimage town 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi recently inaugurated the Kushinagar international airport.  
● The airport in eastern UP, the third international airport in the election-bound state, will 

mainly service the Buddhist 
tourism circuit.  

● The Sri Lankan Airlines flight 
carrying monks and dignitaries 
was the first to land at the 
airport.  

 
Historical significance of Kushinagar:  
● Among the most important of 

Buddhist pilgrimages, Kushinagar 
was where The Buddha attained 
Mahaparinirvana (ultimate salvation) in c. 483 BC.  

● Today’s Kushinagar is identified with Kushinara, capital of the ancient Malla republic, which 
was one of the 16 mahajanapadas of the 6th-4th centuries BC.  

● The area went on to be part of the kingdoms of the Mauryas, Shungas, Kushanas, Guptas, 
Harshavardhana, and the Palas.  

● The first excavations in Kushinagar were carried out by Alexander Cunningham and ACL 
Carlleyle, who unearthed the main stupa and the 6-metre-long statue of the Reclining 
Buddha in 1876.  

Kushinagar is among the very few places in India 
where The Buddha is depicted in reclining form. 
 
Buddhist Circuit:  
● In 2016, the Ministry of Tourism announced the 

Buddhist Circuit as the country’s first 
transnational tourism circuit, covering sites in 
Nepal and Sri Lanka alongside those in India.  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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● The ministry’s map of the Buddhist Circuit includes Bodh Gaya, Vaishali, and Rajgir in Bihar, 

Kushinagar, Sarnath, and Shravasti in UP, and Lumbini in Nepal.  
 
 
 

9. Reclining Buddha 
On Buddha Jayanti (May 26), India’s largest statue of the 
Reclining Buddha was to have been installed at the Buddha 
International Welfare Mission temple in Bodh Gaya . The 
ceremony has been put off due to Covid-19 restrictions.  
 
But, what does the statue of Reclining Buddha represent?  
A reclining Buddha statue or image represents the Buddha 
during his last illness, about to enter Parinirvana.  
Parinirvana is the stage of great salvation after death that can only be attained by enlightened 
souls.  
● The Buddha’s death came when he was 80 years old, in a state of meditation, in Kushinagar in 

eastern Uttar Pradesh, close to the state’s border with Bihar.  
 
Iconographic representation:  
The Reclining Buddha was first depicted in Gandhara art, which began in the period between 50 
BC and 75 AD, and peaked during the Kushana period from the first to the fifth centuries AD.  
● Statues and images of the Reclining Buddha show him lying on his right side, his head resting 

on a cushion or on his right elbow.  
● It is meant to show that all beings have the potential to be awakened and be released from 

the cycle of death and rebirth.  
Please note that the Buddha was against idol worship.  
 
Statues of Reclining Buddha outside India:  
Reclining postures are more prevalent in Thailand and other parts of South East Asia.  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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● The largest Reclining Buddha in the world is the 600-foot Winsein Tawya Buddha built in 

1992 in Mawlamyine, Myanmar.  
● The Bhamala Buddha Parinirvana in Pakistan’s Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province, which dates 

back to the 2nd century AD, is considered the oldest statue of its kind in the world.  
 

Reclining Buddha in India:  
1. Cave No. 26 of the UNESCO 

World Heritage Site of Ajanta 
contains a 24-foot-long and nine-
foot-tall sculpture of the Reclining 
Buddha, believed to have been 
carved in the 5th century AD.  

2. Kushinagar, where the Buddha 
actually attained parinirvana, has 
a 6-metre-long red sandstone 
monolith statue of the Reclining 
Buddha inside the Parinirvana 
Stupa.  

 
Other depictions of the Buddha in 
India:  
1. At the Mahabodhi temple, the 

Buddha is sitting in the bhoomi-
sparsha mudra, where his hand is 
pointing towards the ground. It 
symbolises earth as being witness 
to his enlightenment.  

2. At Sarnath, where the Buddha 
gave his first sermon, the stone 
statue has a hand gesture called 
the dharma-chakra mudra, which 
signifies preaching. This is also the most popular depiction in India, along with the Bodhi tree 
depiction.  

3. The Walking Buddha is either beginning his journey toward enlightenment or returning after 
giving a sermon. This is the least common of the Buddha postures, and is seen mostly in 
Thailand.  

 

10. Miniature sculpture of the Buddha found in Udupi:  
The Buddha was found among debris removed from an abandoned well at Alembi in Udupi 
district in Karnataka.  
 
Description:  
● It is nine centimetres high, five centimetres wide and two centimetres thick.  
● The Buddha is seated on a lotus pedestal in Dharma Chakra Pravarthana 

Mudre.  
● Below the seat, six disciples are seated on either side of the Dharma Chakra.  
● The Lord wears clothes and ear-rings.  
● A small Ushnisha is shown on the top of the head.  
● In the back of the head, a beautifully carved round lobe is seen.  
● On the top corners, two Yakshas and, on either side of his back, two winged horses have been 

carved out.  
● The sculpture is in the Gupta style.  
 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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Significance of the discovery:  
Traditionally, the ancient Tulu Nadu was said to be ruled by the Kadambas of Banavasi. The 
Guptas and the Kadambas of Banavasi had matrimonial relations. Hence, the discovery of the 
Buddha sculpture is not an uncommon thing.  
 

11. Harappan City Dholavira Gets World Heritage Tag 
Dholavira in Gujarat has got the tag of a UNESCO World Heritage Site.  
● It is now the 40th treasure in India to be given UNESCO World Heritage tag.  
● It is the first site of the ancient Indus Valley Civilisation (IVC) in India to get the tag.  
● Other than India, Italy, Spain, Germany, China and France have 40 or more World Heritage 

Sites.  
 
About Dholavira:  
1. It is a Harappan-era city sprawled over 100 hectares on Khadir, one of the islands in the Rann 

of Kutch.  
2. It dates from the 3rd to mid-2nd millennium BCE.  
3. One of the five largest cities of the Indus Valley Civilisation, Dholavira is located about 250 km 

from Bhuj.  
4. It has two seasonal streams, Mansar and Manhar.  
 
Distinct features:  
● After Mohen-jo-Daro, Ganweriwala and Harappa in Pakistan and Rakhigarhi in Haryana of 

India, Dholavira is the fifth largest metropolis of IVC.  
● The site has a fortified citadel, a middle town and a lower town with walls made of sandstone 

or limestone instead of mud bricks in many other Harappan sites.  
● It is known for its unique characteristics, such as its water management system, multi-layered 

defensive mechanisms, extensive use of stone in construction and special burial structures.  
● During the excavations, artefacts made of copper, stone, jewellery of terracotta, gold and 

ivory have been found.  
● Unlike graves at other IVC sites, no mortal remains of humans have been discovered at 

Dholavira.  
● Remains of a copper smelter indicate Harappans, who lived in Dholavira, knew metallurgy.  
● It was also a hub of manufacturing jewellery made of shells and semi-precious stones, like 

agate and used to export timber.  
 
Decline:  
● Its decline also coincided with the collapse of Mesopotamia, indicating the integration of 

economies.  
● Harappans, who were maritime people, lost a huge market, affecting the local mining, 

manufacturing, marketing and export businesses once Mesopotamia fell.  
● From 2000 BC, Dholavira entered a phase of severe aridity due to climate change and rivers 

like Saraswati drying up. Because of a drought-like situation, people started migrating toward 
the Ganges valley or towards south Gujarat and further beyond in Maharashtra.  

 
What is a World Heritage site? 
● A World Heritage site is classified as a natural or man-made area or a structure that is of 

international importance, and a space which requires special protection.  
● These sites are officially recognised by the UN and the United Nations Educational Scientific 

and Cultural Organisation, also known as UNESCO.  
● UNESCO believes that the sites classified as World Heritage are important for humanity, and 

they hold cultural and physical significance. 
 
Key facts: 
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1. The list is maintained by the international World Heritage Programme administered by the 

UNESCO World Heritage Committee, composed of 21 UNESCO member states which are 
elected by the General Assembly. 

2. Each World Heritage Site remains part of the legal territory of the state wherein the site is 
located and UNESCO considers it in the interest of the international community to preserve 
each site. 

3. To be selected, a World Heritage Site must be an already classified landmark, unique in some 
respect as a geographically and historically identifiable place having special cultural or 
physical significance.  

 

12. Konark Sun Temple 
Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) is carrying out the conservation of the Sun Temple at Konark.  
The Ministry of New and Renewable Energy (MNRE) has taken up the Complete Solarisation of 
Konark sun temple and Konark town in Odisha. 
 
About the Temple:  
1. Built in the 13th century, the Konark temple was conceived as a 

gigantic chariot of the Sun God, with 12 pairs of exquisitely 
ornamented wheels pulled by seven horses. 

2. It was built by King Narasimhadeva I, the great ruler of Ganga 
dynasty. 

3. The temple was included in UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1984 
for its architectural greatness and also for the sophistication and 
abundance of sculptural work. 

4. The temple is a perfect blend of Kalinga architecture, heritage, exotic beach and salient 
natural beauty. 

5. It is protected under the National Framework of India by the Ancient Monuments and 
Archaeological Sites and Remains (AMASR) Act (1958) and its Rules (1959). 

6. The Konark is the third link of Odisha’s Golden Triangle. The first link is Jagannath Puri and 
the second link is Bhubaneswar (Capital city of Odisha). 

7. This temple was also known as ‘BLACK PAGODA’ due to its dark color and used as a 
navigational landmark by ancient sailors to Odisha. Similarly, the Jagannath Temple in Puri 
was called the “White Pagoda”. 

8. It remains a major pilgrimage site for Hindus, who gather here every year for the 
Chandrabhaga Mela around the month of February. 

 

13. Lingaraja Temple 
Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) seeks inquiry into demolitions by Bhubaneswar Development 
Authority (BDA) around the 12th century Lingaraj temple. 
 
What's the issue? 
According to the ASI, it is the custodian of the Lingaraj 
shrine, which is protected under the Ancient 
Monuments and Archaeological Sites and Remains 
Act (AMASR Act). 
Local municipal officials did not take permission before 
carrying out the demolitions. 
According to the AMASR Act, the 100-metre area 
surrounding a monument is declared a prohibited zone 
and another 200 metres in the periphery a regulated area for construction, reconstruction, repairs 
and renovation work. Any construction or repair work in that periphery requires permission from 
the National Monument Authority and ASI. 
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The Odisha government has announced to give a facelift to the 11th century Lingaraj Temple, 
akin to its pre-350-year structural status. 

• The efforts will be to create a spiritual and ecological ambience in and around the Lingaraj 
Temple. 

 
About the temple: 
● It is a temple dedicated to Shiva. 
● Built by king Jajati Keshari of Soma Vansh. 
● It is built in red stone and is a classic example of 

Kalinga style of architecture. 
● Located to the north of the temple is Bindusagar 

Lake. 
● The temple has images of Vishnu, possibly 

because of the rising prominence of Jagannath 
sect emanating from the Ganga rulers who built 
the Jagannath Temple in Puri in the 12th century. 

 
Deula style: 
The Lingaraj Temple is built in the Deula style that has four components 
namely, vimana (structure containing the sanctum), jagamohana (assembly 
hall), natamandira (festival hall) and bhoga-mandapa (hall of offerings), each increasing in the 
height to its predecessor.  
 

14. Sambandar:  
● Dancing child-saint Sambandar of 12th century belongs to Chola dynasty.  
● The National Gallery of Australia (NGA) has announced that it would return 

14 works of art from its Asian art collection to India including Sambandar.  
● Sambandar was one of the nayanmars, a group of sixty-three saints active 

in South India from the sixth to the ninth century who were instrumental in 
popularizing the worship of Shiva through devotional poetry and song.  

 

15. Sattras 
● Sattras are monastic institutions created as part of the 

16th century Neo-Vaishnavite reformist movement 
started by Vaishnavite saint-reformer Srimanta 
Sankaradeva (1449-1596).  

● These Sattras/Thans were established as centres of 
religious, social and cultural reforms in the 16th 
century across Assam. 

● Sattras promulgate Sankardeva’s unique “worship through art” approach with music 
(borgeet), dance (xattriya) and theatre (bhauna).  

● Each Sattra has a naamghar (worship hall) as its nucleus and is headed by an influential 
“Sattradhikar”. Monks, known as bhakats, are inducted into Sattras at a young age. They may 
or may not be celibate, depending on the kind of Sattra they are inducted into.  

 
What is Sankardeva’s philosophy?  
● Sankardeva propagated a form of Bhakti called eka-sharana-naam-dhrama, and espoused a 

society based on equality and fraternity, free from caste differences, orthodox Brahmanical 
rituals and sacrifices.  

● His teaching focused on prayer and chanting (naam) instead of idol worship. His dharma was 
based on the four components of deva (god), naam (prayers), bhakats (devotees), and guru 
(teacher). 
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Dance / Music / Painting / Other Arts 

 

1. Karakattam Dance 
An organization has demanded that Karakattam (also known as 
Kumbakkali in certain parts) be recognised as the agricultural art 
form of Kerala.  
 
● Karakattam is an ancient folk dance of Tamil Nadu 

performed in praise of the rain goddess Mariamman (the 
rain goddess).  

● The performers balance a pot on their head.  
 

2. Pandit Birju Maharaj and Kathak 
Recently, the famous Kathak dancer Birju Maharaj, who took the 
traditional Indian dance form 'Kathak' to the world stage passed away.  
He was one of India's most famous and favorite artists, belonged to the 
Kalka-Bindadin gharana of Lucknow, a classical Kathak dance form. He was 
born on February 4, 1938 in Lucknow.  
Awards: Padma Vibhushan in 1983, Sangeet Natak Akademi Award and 
Kalidas Samman.  
 
About Kathak:  
● Kathak is the only form of classical dance wedded to Hindustani or the North Indian music. 

Both of them have had a parallel growth, each feeding and sustaining the other. (Odissi dance 
uses Odissi music which is blend of Hindustani and Carnatic).  

● Kathak is one of the main genres of ancient Indian classical dance and is traditionally regarded 
to have originated from the travelling bards of North India referred as Kathakars or 
storytellers.  

 

3. Why has Andhra govt banned the 100-year-old play ‘Chintamani Padya 
Natakam’?  

The Andhra Pradesh government has banned a 100-year-old play named 'Chintamani Padya 
Natakam'.  
 
What is ‘Chintamani Padya Natakam’?  
The play was written in 1920 by playwright 
Kallakuri Narayana Rao, who was also a social 
reformer.  
● The play is about Chintamani, a courtesan and a 

devotee of Lord Krishna, who finds salvation by 
singing bhajans.  

● She is courted by Subbi Shetty, a businessman from the Arya Vysya community, who loses 
his wealth and family due to his attraction to Chintamani.  

● The play is exhibited across the state, mainly in rural areas, during festivals and fairs.  
 
Why is there a controversy surrounding it?  
● The original play had a social message, but over the years, it has been modified purely for 

entertainment.  
● Much of the play sees central character Subbi Shetty made fun of, especially for losing all his 

wealth to his vices.  
● Also, the content and dialogues are offensive, and the Central character is always portrayed 

as a short and dark-coloured person.  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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Due to the way Shetty’s character is portrayed, the entire community is stigmatised.  
 
Why has it been banned?  
The Arya Vysya community has been petitioning governments for several years to ban the play, 
saying it portrays them in a negative light.  
 

4. Madur mats 
Two women from West Bengal have been given the National 
Handicraft Award in recognition of their outstanding skills in 
making Madur floor mats that are unique to West Bengal.  
● An intrinsic part of the Bengali lifestyle, Madur mats are 

made of natural fib res.  
● Also known as Madurkathi, these mats are awarded the 

Geographical Indication (GI) tag by the Geographical 
Indication Registry in April 2018.  

● Madurkathi is a rhizome-based plant (Cyperus tegetum or Cyperus pangorei) found 
abundantly in the alluvial tracts of Purba and Paschim Medinipur.  

● In 1744, Nawab Alibardi Khan issued a charter to land-owning jagirdars in this regard, and as 
a result, it was obligatory to supply Masland mats for use in the Collectorate.  

 

5. Four indigenous martial art forms included in Khelo India Youth Games 
In a recent move, the Sports Ministry inducted four indigenous martial art forms — Kalaripayattu 
of Kerala, Mallakhamb of Central India, Gatka of Punjab and Thang-ta of Manipur — into the 
Khelo India Youth Games (KIYG). 
 
What is Mallakhamb? 
● It is a traditional form of gymnastics performed with a wooden pole (made 

of wood from sheesham or Indian rosewood and polished with castor oil), 
a cane, or a rope. 

● Though Madhya Pradesh declared Mallakhamb the State sport only in 
2013, it had been developed as a competitive sport since 1981, with rules 
and regulations introduced at the first National Championship that year. 

 
Gatka: 
It is a style of fighting with wooden sticks that originated in 
Punjab in the 15th Century. The bana and chola are worn for 
ritualistic performances but when performed as a sport, the 
practitioner wears track pants and T-shirt, and the stick is no 
longer the size of a man. 
 
Thang Ta: 
● It is a Manipuri art form. 
● It combines ritual, demonstration and combat and involves a variety of 

dance forms and warrior drills. 
 
Kalaripayattu: 
● It is a Martial art which originated as a style in Kerala during 3nd 

century BC to the 2nd century AD. 
● The word kalari first appears in Sangam literature to describe 

both a battlefield and combat arena. 
● It is also considered to be one of the oldest fighting system in 

existence. 
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Festivals / Celebrations 

 

1. Veer Baal Diwas 
PM Modi has announced the government decision to mark December 26 as 
Veer Bal Diwas in the memory of Guru Gobind Singh’s sons.  

● This is a fitting tribute to the courage of the Sahibzades and their 
quest for justice.  

 
Who were the Sahibzades?  
Guru Gobind Singh ji had four sons – Sahibzada Ajit Singh, Sahibzada Jujhar Singh, Sahibzada 
Zorawar Singh and Sahibzada Fateh Singh.  
● All four of his sons were initiated into the Khalsa and all were executed by Mughal forces 

before the age of 19.  
● Sikhism honors the illustrious martyred sons of Guru Gobind 

Singh ji in the prayer of ardas for their valor and sacrifice as ‘Char 
Sahibzade’, that is the four princes of the Khalsa warrior order.  

 
Significance of the day:  
The day marks when Sahibzada Zorawar Singh and Sahibzada Fateh Singh attained martyrdom 
when they were executed by the Mughals (1705).  
● The brothers were captured with their grandmother Mata Gujari, the mother of Guru Gobind 

Singh.  
● They were imprisoned with their grandmother and put to death by cruel Mughals on the 

orders of Aurangzeb, who attempted to suffocate them inside a brick enclosure.  
● At the time of martyrdom, the ages of Zorawar Singh and Fateh Singh were 9 years and 6 

years respectively. This sacrifice is seen as the bravest sacrifice for Dharma by any young boys 
in Indian history.  

 
About Guru Gobind Singh:  
● He was the 10th Sikh guru. 
● He was born at Patna, Bihar, India, on December 22, 1666. His birthday 

sometimes falls either in December or January or even both months in 
the Gregorian calendar. The annual celebration of the Guru’s birthday is 
based on the Nanakshahi calendar.  

● He became the Sikh guru at the age of nine, following the demise of father, Guru Tegh 
Bahadur, the ninth Sikh Guru.  

● He is known for his significant contributions to the Sikh religion, including the introduction of 
the turban to cover hair.  

● He also founded the principles of Khalsa or the Five ‘K’s.  
● He is also responsible for establishing the highest order in the Sikh community.  
● He fought against the Mughals later in the battle of Muktsar in 1705.  
● Guru Gobind Singh was killed by a Mughal assassin in 1708, a year after the death of 

Aurangzeb.  
● He named Guru Granth Sahib, the religious text of the Khalsas and the Sikhs, as the next Guru 

of the two communities.  
 

2. Jallikattu 
● The bull-taming sport is popular in Madurai, Tiruchirappalli, Theni, 

Pudukkottai and Dindigul districts known as the Jallikattu belt.  
● Jallikattu is celebrated in the second week of January, during the 

Tamil harvest festival, Pongal. 
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● A tradition over 2,000 years old, Jallikattu is a competitive sport as well as an event to honour 

bull owners who rear them for mating. 
● It is a violent sport in which contestants try to tame a bull for a prize; if they fail, the bull 

owner wins the prize. 
 
Why is Jallikattu important in Tamil culture? 
Jallikattu is considered a traditional way for the peasant community to preserve their pure-
breed native bulls.  
● At a time when cattle breeding is often an artificial process, conservationists and peasants 

argue that Jallikattu is a way to protect these male animals which are otherwise used only for 
meat if not for ploughing. 

 
So, is it legal or banned now?  
● In January 2017, massive protests erupted across Tamil Nadu against the ban, with Chennai 

city witnessing a 15-day-long Jallikattu uprising.  
● The same year, the Tamil Nadu government released an ordinance amending the central Act 

and allowing Jallikattu in the state; this was later ratified by the President.  
● The amendment was subsequently approved by the President of India, effectively overturning 

the Supreme Court ban and allowing the sport to be played without any legal hurdle.  
● PETA challenged the state move, arguing it was unconstitutional (Article 29(1)).  
● In 2018, the Supreme Court referred the Jallikattu case to a Constitution Bench, where it is 

pending now.  
 

3. Medaram Jathara 2022 
● Medaram Jatara is the second-largest fair of India, 

after the Kumbh Mela, celebrated by the second-
largest Tribal Community of Telangana- the Koya tribe 
for four days.  

● Considering the footfall of the festival and its 
auspicious significance, the Jathara was declared a 
State Festival in 1996.  

● The Jatara is also known as Sammakka Saralamma Jatara.  
● It is a tribal festival honoring the fight of a mother and daughter, Sammakka and Saralamma, 

with the reigning rulers against an unjust law.  
● Medaram is a remote place in the Eturnagaram Wildlife Sanctuary, a part of Dandakaranya, 

the largest surviving forest belt in the region.  
 

4. Veer Baal Diwas 
• Prime Minister Narendra Modi declared that December 26 shall henceforth be marked as 

“Veer Baal Diwas” to pay homage to the courage of the “Sahibzades”, four sons of Guru 
Gobind Singh, the last Sikh guru.  

• While all four were martyred, the date has been chosen as it was the day observed as the 
martyrdom day of the Sahibzadas Zorawar Singh and Fateh Singh, who were killed at the 
tender age of six and nine in Sirhind by Mughal forces. 

 

5. Durga Puja inscribed on UNESCO’s ‘Intangible Cultural Heritage’ list 
The Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of the Intangible 
Cultural Heritage has inscribed ‘Durga Puja in Kolkata’ on the 
Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.  
● In total, 14 Intangible Cultural Heritage elements from India have now 

been inscribed on UNESCO’s Representative List.  
 
Implications:  
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This inscription will offer encouragement to the local communities that celebrate Durga Puja, 
including all the traditional craftspeople, designers, artists, and organizers of large-scale cultural 
events, as well as tourists and visitors who partake in the inclusive festivity that is Durga Puja.  
 
About Durga Puja:  
Durga Puja is a five-day festival which begins on the 
fifth night of the nine-day Navratri festival and ends 
on the tenth day, which is Dashami. During this time, 
people collectively worship and invoke Goddess 
Durga, who is regarded as the feminine energy of the 
cosmos, also known as ‘Shakti’.  
● Though originating in West Bengal, which has 

the largest Bengali community in the country, the 
festival is celebrated in many other parts of India, 
and also the world.  

● Many regard it as an emotion more than a 
festival.  

● It is a classic fusion of religion and culture.  
 
What is Intangible Cultural Heritage?  
UNESCO says, Intangible Cultural Heritage includes 
traditions or living expressions inherited from our 
ancestors and passed on to our descendants, such as 
oral traditions, performing arts, social practices, 
rituals, festive events, knowledge and practices 
concerning nature and the universe or the knowledge 
and skills to produce traditional crafts.  
● UNESCO established its Lists of Intangible Cultural 

Heritage with the aim of ensuring better 
protection of important intangible cultural 
heritages worldwide and the awareness of their 
significance.  

● The list was established in 2008 when the 2003 
Convention for the Safeguarding of the 
Intangible Cultural Heritage took effect.  

 
As of 2010 the programme compiles two lists:  
1. The longer, Representative List of the Intangible 

Cultural Heritage of Humanity, comprises cultural "practices and expressions [that] help 
demonstrate the diversity of this heritage and raise awareness about its importance."  

2. The shorter, List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding, is 
composed of those cultural elements that concerned communities and countries consider to 
require urgent measures to keep them alive.  

 

6. Hornbill festival 
● Nagas celebrate this festival to revive, protect, sustain and promote 

the richness of the Naga heritage and traditions.  
● It occurs during 1 – 10 December on an annual basis.  
● It is also called the “Festival of Festivals”. 
● The festival pays tribute to Hornbill, the most admired and revered 

bird for the Nagas for its qualities of alertness and grandeur.  
● It is organized by State Tourism and Art & Culture Departments and also supported by Union 

Government.  
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● Hornbill Festival was established on 1st December 1963 and was inaugurated by the then 

President Dr. S Radhakrishnan.  
 

7. Tiwa tribe and Wanchuwa festival 
● This festival is celebrated by Tiwa 

tribesmen to mark their good harvest.  
● It comes with songs, dances, a bunch of 

rituals and people clad in their native 
attires.  

● The people of Tiwa tribe associate the 
bountiful harvest with the higher power 
from nature. This takes the form of pigs' 
skulls and bones which act as deities and 
are preserved through many 
generations.  

● Tiwa also known as Lalung is indigenous community inhabiting the states of Assam and 
Meghalaya and are also found in some parts of Arunachal Pradesh and Manipur.  

 

8. Samvatsari:  
● It is a festival celebrated by the Jain 

community, especially the Shwetambara sect.  
● It is the last day of an eight-day observance of 

prayers called Paryushana Parva or Paryushana.  
● It falls on Shukla Panchami each year in the Jain 

calendar month of Bhadrapada (somewhere 
between the middle of August and September 
in the Gregorian calendar).  

● Samvatsari is also known as the Day of Forgiveness.  
 

9. Bhumi Panduga:  
● These are celebrations marking the beginning of farm 

operations every year.  
● Celebrated by Koya tribes in Andhra Pradesh.  
● For men, hunting is mandatory as part of the festival. The 

catch is distributed among all the families in the hamlet 
equally during a feast every evening.  

● Usually celebrated in the month of June.  
 

10. Poson 
● Also known as Poson Poya, it is an annual festival held by Sri Lankan Buddhists celebrating the 

arrival of Buddhism in Sri Lanka in the 3rd century BC.  
● The focal point of the religious festival is the Buddhist monastic complex on the mountain of 

Mihintale, where Arahath Mahinda Thero preached Buddhism to one of the kings of Sri 
Lanka.  

 

11. National Youth Day 
January 12 marks the birthday of Swami Vivekananda.  
National Youth Day is celebrated on this day. Celebrated since 1984.  
● The main objective is to promote rational thinking among the youth, believed to be the future 

of the country.  
 
About Swami Vivekananda:  
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He was a true luminary, credited with enlightening the western world about Hinduism.  
He was an ardent disciple of Sri Ramakrishna Paramahansa and a major force in the revival of 
Hinduism in India.  
He pushed for national integration in colonial India, and his famous speech remains as the one 
that he gave in Chicago in 1893.  
 
Early life- contributions:  

• Born in Kolkata on January 12, 1863 in Kolkata, Swami Vivekananda was known as Narendra 
Nath Datta in his pre-monastic life.  

• He is known to have introduced the Hindu philosophies of Yoga and Vedanta to the West.  

• Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose had called Vivekananda the “maker of modern India.”  

• In 1893, he took the name ‘Vivekananda’ after Maharaja Ajit Singh of the Khetri State 
requested him to do so, changing from ‘Sachidananda’ that he used before.  

• He formed the Ramakrishna Mission in 1897 “to set in motion a machinery which will bring 
noblest ideas to the doorstep of even the poorest and the meanest.”  

• In 1899, he established the Belur Math, which became his permanent abode.  

• He preached ‘neo-Vedanta’, an interpretation of Hinduism through a Western lens, and 
believed in combining spirituality with material progress.  

 
Books written by him:  
‘Raja Yoga’, ‘Jnana Yoga’, ‘Karma Yoga’ are some of the books he wrote. 
 
On September 11, 1893, Swami Vivekananda delivered his famed speech at the 'Parliament of the 
World’s Religions', garnering a full two minute standing ovation and the moniker of 'cyclonic 
monk of India' .  
● This year marked the 128th anniversary of the historic Chicago Address of Swami 

Vivekananda.  
 
Significance of this event:  
● The Chicago address had dwelt at length on Hinduism and Indian culture, and his words 

continue to remain resonant till date.  
● He became popular in the western world after his famous speech at the World's Parliament of 

Religions.  
● He was considered a major force in the revival of Hinduism in India and bringing it to the 

status of major world religion in the late 19th century.  
● His address in the World "Parliament of Religions" at Chicago in 1893 drew the world's 

attention to the ancient Indian philosophy of Vedanta.  
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Personalities 

 

1. Sri Ramanujacharya 
PM Narendra Nodi unveiled the world’s second-largest 
statue (Statue of Equality) in Hyderabad.  
● The 216-foot-tall statue of 11th-century social 

reformer and saint, Ramanujacharya will be in a 
sitting position.  

 
What is the Statue of Equality?  
The world’s second tallest statue in a sitting position is 
made up of ‘panchaloha’, meaning a combination of five 
metals i.e. gold, copper, silver, brass and zinc.  
● The inner sanctorum deity of Sri Ramanujacharya is built of 120 kilos of gold. This 

commemorates the 120 years the saint spent on earth.  
 
About Sri Ramanujacharya:  
● Born in 1017 CE in Tamil Nadu.  
● He is the most respected Acharya in the philosophy of Sri 

Vaishnavism.  
● He was also referred to as Ilaya Perumal which means the radiant 

one.  
● His philosophical foundations for devotionalism were influential to 

the Bhakti movement.  
● He is famous as the chief proponent of Vishishtadvaita subschool 

of Vedānta.  
● He wrote influential texts, such as bhāsya on the Brahma Sutras 

and the Bhagavad Gita, all in Sanskrit.  
 
What is Vishishtadvaita?  
● It is a non-dualistic school of Vedanta philosophy. It is non-dualism of the qualified whole, in 

which Brahman alone exists, but is characterized by multiplicity.  
● It can be described as qualified monism or qualified non-dualism or attributive monism.  
● It is a school of Vedanta philosophy which believes in all diversity subsuming to an underlying 

unity.  
 

2. Sri Madhvacharya 
Shri Madhvacharya was born near Udupi. He was born in 1238, on the auspicious day of 
Vijayadashami, and he was named Vasudeva.  
● He was the third of the trinity of philosophers who influenced Indian thoughts after the ages 

of the Vedas and Puranas (the other two being Shankaracharya and Ramanujacharya).  
● He propounded the philosophy of Dwaita or Dualism.  
● It was Achyutapreksha who gave him the title ‘Madhva’ by which he was more famously 

known.  
● Literary works: He wrote various texts that detailed his philosophy which he called 

Tattvavada, or as it is more popularly known, Dvaita. Some of his works were the Gita 
Bhashya, Brahma Sutra Bhashya, Anu Bhashya, Karma Nirnaya, and Vishnu Tattva Nirnaya.  

 
About Dvaita philosophy:  
● The basic tenet of Dvaita philosophy is the refutation of the Mayavada of Sri Shankara. 

Dvaitha emphasizes that the world is real and not just an illusion.  
● The soul is bound to this world through ignorance.  
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● The way for the soul to release itself from this bondage is to seek the grace of Sri Hari.  
● To reach Sri Hari, one has to practice Bhakthi, there is no other way. 
● To practice Bhakthi, one needs to meditate.  
● To meditate, one needs to clear the mind and attain detachment by studying the sacred texts.  
 

3. Adi Shankaracharya 
A 12-foot statue of Adi Shankaracharya has been unveiled at Kedarnath, where the acharya is 
believed to have attained samadhi at the age of 32 in the ninth century.  
 
About Adi Shankaracharya:  
● Born in Kaladi village on the bank of the Periyar, the largest river in Kerala.  
● He was a disciple of the scholar Govindacharya.  
● He was constantly on the move — bearing the flag of Advaita Vedanta, 

challenging prevailing philosophical traditions including Buddhism and 
Jainism.  

● He is believed to have established the ritual practices at the Badri and 
Kedar dhams.  

 
Literary works:  
● Adi Shankara is generally identified as the author of 116 works 

— among them the celebrated commentaries (bhashyas) on 
10 Upanishads, the Brahmasutra and the Gita, and poetic 
works including Vivekachudamani, Maneesha Panchakam, 
and Saundaryalahiri.  

● He also composed texts like Shankarasmrithi, which seeks to 
establish the social supremacy of Nambuthiri Brahmins.  

 
What is Advaita Vedanta?  
● Advaita Vedanta articulates a philosophical position of radical nondualism, a revisionary 

worldview which it derives from the ancient Upanishadic texts.  
● According to Advaita Vedantins, the Upanishads reveal a fundamental principle of 

nonduality termed ‘brahman’, which is the reality of all things.  
● Advaitins understand brahman as transcending individuality and empirical plurality.  
● They seek to establish that the essential core of one’s self (atman) is brahman. The 

fundamental thrust of Advaita Vedanta is that the atman is pure non-intentional 
consciousness.  

● It is one without a second, nondual, infinite existence, and numerically identical with 
brahman.  

 

4. Tomar king Anangpal II 
The government has recently formed a committee to popularise the legacy of 11th-century Tomar 
king, Anangpal II.  
 
Who was Anangpal II?  
1. Belonged to the Tomar dynasty that ruled parts of present-day 

Delhi and Haryana between the 8th and 12th centuries.  
2. Anangpal Tomar II was succeeded by his grandson Prithviraj 

Chauhan, who was defeated by the Ghurid forces in the Battle 
of Tarain (present-day Haryana) after which the Delhi Sultanate 
was established in 1192.  

3. The Tomar dynasty shifted its capital in the 8th century), to Dhillikapuri (Delhi) during the 
reign of Anangpal II.  

4. He gave Delhi its present name and also repopulated it.  
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5. He built Lal Kot fort and Anangtal Baoli.  
 

5. Basavanna 
Foundation stone was laid for the ‘New Anubhava Mantapa’ in Basavakalyan, the place where 
12th century poet-philosopher Basavanna lived for most of his life. 
● The project will showcase the 12th Century Anubhava Mantapa (often referred to as the 

“first Parliament of the world”) established by him in Basavakalyan, where philosophers and 
social reformers held debates. 

● The building will adopt the Kalyana Chalukya style of architecture. 
 
About Basavanna, his thoughts and contributions: 
1. Basavanna was a 12th-century philosopher, statesman, Kannada poet and a social reformer 

during the reign of the Kalachuri-dynasty king Bijjala I in Karnataka, 
2. Basavanna spread social awareness through his poetry, popularly known as Vachanaas. 
3. Basavanna rejected gender or social discrimination, superstitions and rituals. 
4. He introduced new public institutions such as the Anubhava Mantapa (or, the “hall of spiritual 

experience”), which welcomed men and women from all socio-economic backgrounds to 
discuss spiritual and mundane questions of life, in open. 

5. As a leader, he developed and inspired a new devotional movement named Virashaivas, or 
“ardent, heroic worshippers of Shiva”. This movement shared its roots in the ongoing Tamil 
Bhakti movement, particularly the Shaiva Nayanars traditions, over the 7th- to 11th-century. 

6. Basava championed devotional worship that rejected temple worship and rituals led by 
Brahmins, and replaced it with personalized direct worship of Shiva through practices such as 
individually worn icons and symbols like a small linga. 

7. Basaveshwara is the first Kannadiga in whose honour a commemorative coin has been minted 
in recognition of his social reforms. 

8. In November 2015, the Prime Minister of India Narendra Modi inaugurated the statue of 
Basaveshwara along the bank of the river Thames at Lambeth in London. 

 
Basavanna and Sharana movement: 
1. The Sharana movement he presided over attracted people from all castes, and like most 

strands of the Bhakti movement, produced a corpus of literature, the vachanas, that unveiled 
the spiritual universe of the Veerashaiva saints. 

2. The egalitarianism of Basavanna’s Sharana movement was too radical for its times. 
3. He set up the Anubhava Mandapa, where the Sharanas, drawn from different castes and 

communities, gathered and engaged in learning and discussions. 
4. Sharanas challenged the final bastion of the caste order: they organised a wedding where the 

bridegroom was from a lower caste, and the bride a Brahmin. 
 

6. Sri Krishnadevaraya 
The first-ever epigraphical reference to the date of death of Vijayanagar 
king Krishnadevaraya has been discovered at Honnenahalli in Tumakuru 
district in Karnataka. 
● The inscription is written in Kannada. 
 
As per the inscription: 
● Krishnadevaraya, one of the greatest emperors of India who ruled 

from the South, died on October 17, 1529, and incidentally this day 
was marked by a lunar eclipse. 

● A village named Honnenahalli in Tumakuru was gifted for 
conducting worship to the god Veeraprasanna Hanumantha of 
Tumakuru. 
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About Vijayanagar ruler Krishnadevaraya: 
● He was an emperor of the Vijayanagara Empire who reigned from 1509–1529. 
● He belonged to Tuluva Dynasty. 
● Krishna Deva Raya earned the titles Kannada Rajya Rama Ramana, Andhra Bhoja and Mooru 

Rayara Ganda. 
● He became the dominant ruler of the peninsula of India by defeating the Sultans of Bijapur, 

Golconda, the Bahmani Sultanate and the Raja of Odisha. 
● The great south Indian mathematician Nilakantha Somayaji also lived in the Empire of 

Krishnadevaraya. 
● Portuguese travellers Domingo Paes and Fernao Nuniz also visited the Vijayanagara Empire 

during his reign. 
 

7. Sant Kabir Das 
Kabirdas Jayanti, the birth anniversary of Sant Kabir Das is observed on Jyeshtha Purnima tithi. 
This year it was on June 24th.  
 
About Kabir:  
● Sant Kabir Das was a very renowned saint, poet and social 

reformer of India who lived during the 15th century. His esteemed 
works and poems describe the greatness and oneness of the 
Supreme Being.  

● He was a proponent of the Bhakti Movement.  
● He did not believe in any religious discrimination and readily 

accepted all the religions.  
● A religious community known as ‘Kabir Panth’ was founded by him and the members of this 

forum are referred to as ‘Kabir Panthis’.  
● Swami Ramananda influence: Kabir Das’ ideologies were greatly influenced by Vaishnava 

saint Swami Ramananda who accepted Kabir as his disciple.  
 
His famous literary works:  
● Bijak, Sakhi Granth, Kabir Granthawali and Anurag Sagar.  
● His verses are found in Sikhism's scripture Guru Granth Sahib.  
● The major part of his work was collected by the fifth Sikh guru, Guru Arjan Dev.  
The hallmark of Sant Kabirdas' work consists of his two line couplets, popularly known as 'Kabir 
Ke Dohe'.  
 

8. Guru Ravidas 
The postponement of the Assembly elections in Punjab underlines the importance of the 
Ravidassia community in the state.  
 
Who are the Ravidassias?  
The Ravidassias are a Dalit community of whom the bulk — nearly 12 lakh — live in the Doaba 
region. The Dera Sachkhand Ballan, their largest dera with 20 lakh followers worldwide, was 
founded in the early 20th century by Baba Sant Pipal Das.  
● Once closely connected with Sikhism, the dera severed these decades-old ties in 2010, and 

announced they would follow the Ravidassia religion. The dera made the announcement on 
Guru Ravidas Jayanti in Varanasi.  

● From 2010, the Dera Sachkhand Ballan started replacing the 
Guru Granth Sahib with its own Granth, Amritbani, carrying 200 
hymns of Guru Ravidas, in Ravidassia temples and gurdwaras.  

 
About Guru Ravidas: 
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● Guru Ravidas was a North Indian mystic poet of the bhakti movement. 
● While the exact year of his birth is not known, it is believed that the saint was born in 1377 

C.E. 
● Guru Ravidas Jayanti is celebrated on Magh Purnima, which is the full moon day in the Hindu 

calendar month of Magha. 
● The Adi Granth of Sikhs, in addition to the Panchvani are the two of the oldest documented 

sources of the literary works of Guru Ravidas. 
● Notably, he belonged to an untouchable caste and suffered a lot of atrocities as a result. 

However, the saint chose to focus on spiritual pursuits and also penned several devotional 
songs which made a huge impact in the Bhakti movement during the 14th to 16th century CE. 

● He is believed to be a disciple of the bhakti saint-poet Ramanandaand a contemporary of the 
bhakti saint-poet Kabir. 

● One of his famous disciples was the saint, Mirabai. 
● Among Ravidas’s moral and intellectual achievements were the conception of “Begampura”, 

a city that knows no sorrow; and a society where caste and class have ceased to matter. 
 
Guru Ravidas Teachings: 
Guru Ravidas spoke against the caste divisions and spoke of removing them to promote unity. His 
teachings resonated with the people, leading to a religion being born called the Ravidassia 
religion, or Ravidassia Dharam based on his teachings. 
He taught about the omnipresence of God and said that a human soul is a particle of God and 
hence Ravidas rejected the idea that people considered lower caste cannot meet God. He said in 
his teachings that the only way to meet God was to free the mind from the duality. 
 

9. Narsinh Mehta:  
● Narsinh Mehta is regarded as adikavi (the first poet) and bhakta kavi 

(devout poet) in Gujarati literature.  
● He is the the 15th century poet who was a devotee of Lord Krishna.  
● His bhajans are integral part of Gujarat’s cultural life even six 

centuries after they were written.  
 

10. Maharana Pratap 
May 9 marks the birth anniversary of Maharana Pratap, the 13th Rajpur king of Mewar. 
Maharana Pratap was born in 1540 and died at the age of 56 in 1597. 
● He was the eldest son of Udai Singh II (founder of city of Udaipur).  
 
Battle of Haldighati:  
He is known for his bravery in the Battle of Haldighati. It was fought in 1576 between Maharana 
and the forces of Akbar led by Man Singh of Amber.  
● Rana’s forces were defeated in 6 hours. But the Mughals failed to capture him. Maharana re-

gathered his forces, fought and won against the Mughals after six years in 1582. Having faced 
a terrible defeat, Akbar stopped his military campaigns against Mewar after the battle.  

 
Legacy:  
● Rana Pratap’s defiance of the mighty Mughal empire, almost alone and unaided by the other 

Rajput states, constitute a glorious saga of Rajput valour and the spirit of self-sacrifice for 
cherished principles.  

● Rana Pratap’s methods of sporadic warfare was later elaborated further by Malik Ambar, the 
Deccani general, and by Shivaji Maharaj. 

 

11. Guru Nanak 
Punjab Police has recently proposed that the birth anniversary (Gurpurab) of Sikhism founder 
Guru Nanak Dev be declared as ‘World Pedestrian Day’.  
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Why is Guru Nanak Dev considered the world’s most notable and revered pedestrian?  
He travelled far and wide during the 15th and 16th centuries. It is believed that during those 
times, when early modes of transport were limited and were mostly restricted to boats, animals 
(horses, mules, camels, bullock carts), Guru Nanak Dev, along with his companion Bhai Mardana, 
undertook most part of his journeys on foot.  
 
Guru Nanak Jayanti is celebrated on the full moon day of Kartik month, also known as Kartik 
Poornima.  
 
Places visited by Guru Nanak Dev:  
From Mecca to Haridwar, from Sylhet to Mount Kailash, Guru Nanak visited hundreds of interfaith 
sites related to Hinduism, Islam, Buddhism, and Jainism throughout his journeys (also called 
udaasis).  
● At some sites, gurdwaras were constructed to commemorate his visit.  
● Later his travels were documented in texts called ‘janamsakhis’.  
● These sites are now spread across nine nations as per current geographical divisions — India, 

Pakistan, Iran, Iraq, China (Tibet), Bangladesh, Saudi Arabia, Sri Lanka, and Afghanistan.  
 
About Guru Nanak:  
● Guru Nanak Dev (1469-1539) was born in a village, Talwandi 

Rai Bhoe, near Lahore (it was renamed later as Nankana 
Sahib).  

● He initiated inter-faith dialogue in the 16th century and had 
conversations with most of the religious denominations of his 
times. 

● His written compositions were included in the Adi Granth 
compiled by the fifth Sikh Guru Arjan Dev (1563-1606). 

● It is known as Guru Granth Sahib after the additions made by the 10th guru Guru Gobind 
Singh (1666-1708). 

● The most famous teachings attributed to Guru Nanak are that there is only one God, and that 
all human beings can have direct access to God with no need of ritualsor priests.  

● His most radical social teachings denounced the caste system and taught that everyone is 
equal, regardless of caste or gender. 

● He introduced the concept of god- that is ‘Vahiguru’, an entity that is shapeless, timeless, 
omnipresent and invisible. Other names for God in the Sikh faith are Akaal Purkh and 
Nirankar.  

 
Guru Nanak’s Teachings: Peace and Harmony for all 
● Guru Nanak was a great champion of equality. He aimed at creating a casteless society in 

which there is no hierarchy. 
● For him, the differences and multiple identities based on caste, creed, religion and language 

were irrelevant.  
● He had said, “Preposterous is caste, vain the distinction of birth. The Lord gives shelter to all 

beings”. 
● Referring to women, the Guru Nanak says: “How can they be inferior when they give birth to 

men? Women as well as men share in the grace of God and are equally responsible for their 
actions to Him.” 

● The spirit of living together and harmoniously working together is a consistent thread of 
thought that runs through Guru Nanak hymns. 

● He founded three pillars of Sikhism namely Naam Japna, Kirat Karni, and Vand Chakna. 
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● He consciously went on long journeys (called uddasian) to far off places along with his two 

companions Bhai Bala, a Hindu, and Bhai Mardana, a Muslim, to hold dialogues with many 
saints and Sufis even, some charlatans who claimed some spiritual powers and had some 
social following. 

 
The Kartarpur corridor agreement:  
Please note that the Kartarpur corridor agreement allows pilgrims to travel visa free through the 
corridor.  
● Indian pilgrims of all faiths and persons of Indian origin can use the corridor.  
● Pilgrims need to carry only a valid passport; 
● Persons of Indian Origin need to carry OCI card along 

with the passport of their country.  
● The Corridor is open from dawn to dusk. Pilgrims 

travelling in the morning will have to return on the 
same day.  

 
What is the “Kartarpur Corridor” project?  
The corridor – often dubbed as the “Road to Peace” – 
will connect Gurdwara Darbar Sahib in Pakistan’s 
Kartarpur with Dera Baba Nanak shrine in India’s Gurdaspur district.  
 
The shrine and its significance:  
● The gurdwara in Kartarpur stands on the bank of the Ravi, about 120 km northeast of Lahore.  
● It was here that Guru Nanak assembled a Sikh community and lived for 18 years until his 

death in 1539.  
● The shrine is visible from the Indian side, as Pakistani authorities generally trim the elephant 

grass that would otherwise obstruct the view.  
● Indian Sikhs gather in large numbers for darshan from the Indian side, and binoculars are 

installed at Gurdwara Dera Baba Nanak.  
 

12. Dara Shikoh (1615-59) 
• He was the eldest son of Shah Jahan. 

• He was killed after losing the war of succession against his brother 
Aurangzeb.  

• He is described as a “liberal Muslim” who tried to find 
commonalities between Hindu and Islamic traditions.  

• He translated into Persian the Bhagavad Gita as well as 52 
Upanishads.  

• According to the Shahjahannama, after Aurangzeb defeated Dara 
Shikoh, he brought the latter to Delhi in chains. His head was cut off 
and sent to Agra Fort, while his torso was buried in the Humayun’s Tomb complex.  

 
His legacy:  
● Dara Shikoh is described as “one of the greatest free thinkers of that time”.  
● He realised the greatness of the Upanishads and translated them, which were earlier known 

only to a few upper caste Hindus.  
● Some historians argue that if Dara Shikoh had ascended the Mughal throne instead of 

Aurangzeb, it could have saved thousands of lives lost in religious clashes. He was the total 
antithesis of Aurangzeb, in that he was deeply syncretic, warm-hearted and generous — but 
at the same time, he was also an indifferent administrator and ineffectual in the field of 
battle.  

 
Why in News?  
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Continuing its efforts to build the image of Mughal prince Dara Shikoh, the Centre is planning a 
series of plays on his life and spiritual legacy.  
 

13. Lachit Borphukan 
President Ram Nath Kovind recently inaugurated the year-long celebration of the 400th birth 
anniversary of Lachit Borphukan, commander of the Ahom forces and an icon of Assamese 
nationalism.  
 
Who was Lachit Borphukan?  
● He was a commander in the Ahom kingdom.  
● Known for his leadership in the 1671 Battle of 

Saraighat that thwarted a drawn-out attempt by 
Mughal forces under the command of Ramsingh I 
to take over Ahom kingdom.  

● The battle of Saraighat was fought on the banks 
of the Brahmaputra in Guwahati.  

● The National Defence Academy (NDA), ever 
since 1999 has been conferring the best passing out cadet with the Lachit Borphukan gold 
medal.  

 
Outcomes of the battle: 
During the last phase of the Battle of Saraighat 1671, when the Mughals attacked the Assamese 
forces through the river in Saraighat, many Assamese soldiers began losing their will to fight. It 
was Lachit's clarion call to all the soldiers that made them fight till their last breath, ultimately 
resulting in the defeat of the Mughals.  
 
Battle of Alaboi:  
The Battle of Alaboi was fought on August 5, 1669, between the Ahoms and Mughals in which the 
Ahoms suffered severe reverses and thousands of its soldiers were killed.  
 

14. Raja Chait Singh 
● By the late 18th century, Benaras had declared 

independence from the Nawab of Awadh.  
● In 1771, Maharaja Chait Singh succeeded to the throne of 

Banaras with the help of British authorities.  
● Two years later, the Maharaja transferred the domain to 

the East Ind ia Company under the control of Hastings.  
● When faced with the need for resources to fight the 

Mysore War against Hyder Ali, Hastings pressed Maharaja 
Chait Singh to make additional revenue payments and 
supply troops in 1778 and 1779.  

● When Singh failed to comply, Hastings marched to Benaras 
with his troops to confront the king.  

● Several of Hastings’ men were killed in the conflict and, left 
with no other option, the governor-general was forced to 
retreat.  

Popular narrative goes that he left hurriedly at night for the nearby Chunar Fort riding an 
elephant. The incident is believed to have given rise to the popular saying in Banaras: “Ghode par 
haudah, hathi par jeen, Kashi se bhaga Warren Hastings”.  
 

15. Tipu Sultan 
● He was a ruler of the Kingdom of Mysore and the eldest son of Sultan Hyder Ali of Mysore.  
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● In the wider national narrative, Tipu has so far been seen as a man of imagination and 

courage, a brilliant military strategist who, in a short reign of 17 years, mounted the most 
serious challenge the Company faced in India.  

 
Contributions of Tipu Sultan:  
1. Fought the first Anglo-Mysore War (1767-69) at the age of 17 and subsequently, against the 

Marathas and in the Second Anglo-Mysore War (1780-84).  
2. He fought Company forces four times during 1767-99 and was killed defending his capital 

Srirangapatnam in the Fourth Anglo Mysore War.  
3. Tipu reorganised his army along European lines, using new technology, including what is 

considered the first war rocket.  
4. Devised a land revenue system based on detailed surveys and classification, in which the tax 

was imposed directly on the peasant, and collected through salaried agents in cash, widening 
the state’s resource base.  

5. Modernised agriculture, gave tax breaks for developing wasteland, built irrigation 
infrastructure and repaired old dams, and promoted agricultural manufacturing and 
sericulture. Built a navy to support trade.  

6. Commissioned a “state commercial corporation” to set up factories.  
 

16. Birsa Munda 
Birth anniversary of Birsa Munda was observed on November 15th. 
● In recognition of his impact on the national movement, the state of Jharkhand was created on 

his birth anniversary in 2000. 
 
Who was he?  
Bisra Munda was a folk hero and a tribal 
freedom fighter hailing from the Munda 
tribe. He was a spearhead behind the 
Millenarian movement that arose in the 
Bihar and Jharkhand belt in the 19th 
century under British colonisation. He is 
also known as ‘Dharti Abba’ or the Earth 
Father.  

● Born on 15th November 1875.  
 
Birsait:  
Bisra wanted to reform the tribal society and so, he urged them to let go of beliefs in witchcraft 
and instead, stressed on the importance of prayer, staying away from alcohol, having faith in God 
and observing a code of conduct. Based on these, he started the faith of ‘Birsait’.  
 
Achievements:  
Bisra started a movement called ‘Ulgulan’, or ‘The Great Tumult’. His struggle against the 
exploitation and discrimination against tribals led to a big hit against the British government in the 
form of the Chotanagpur Tenancy Act being passed in 1908. The act restricted the passing on of 
land from the tribal people to non-tribals.  
 
Munda Rebellion:  
● It is one of the most important tribal movements.  
● It was led by Birsa Munda in the south of Ranchi in 1899-1900.  
 
The movement identified following forces as the cause of the misery the Mundas were suffering: 
1. The land policies of the British were destroying their traditional land system. 
2. Hindu landlords and moneylenders were taking over their land. 
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3. Missionaries were criticising their traditional culture. 
 
Significance of Munda Rebellion:  
● It forced the colonial government to introduce laws so that the land of the tribals could not be 

easily taken over by dikus (Chotanagpur Tenancy Act, 1908).  
● It showed that the tribal people had the capacity to protest against injustice and express their 

anger against colonial rule.  
 

17. Raja Mahendra Pratap Singh 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi recently laid the foundation stone for Raja Mahendra Pratap 
Singh State University in Aligarh.  
 
Who was Raja Mahendra Pratap Singh?  
Born in a royal family on December 1, 1886 in Hathras, Raja 
Mahendra Pratap Singh was a freedom fighter, social reformer and a 
figure representing the Jat community, predominant in Western 
Uttar Pradesh.  
 
His legacy:  
● In 1914, during World War I, Mahendra Pratap left India and led 

the German-backed first Provisional Government of India in 
Kabul, Afghanistan and declared himself its President while waging a war against colonial rule.  

● It was around this time (1917) that Mahendra Pratap was received by Lenin and Leon Trotsky 
in Petrograd, in Russia.  

● The British announced a bounty on his head and he fled to Japan to continue his movement.  
● In 1911-12, he went off to fight in the looming Balkan War in Turkey, on the side of the 

Ottoman empire, along with fellow students from the Mohammedan Anglo Oriental College 
(MAO) college.  

● In 1932, he was nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize.  
 
His Contributions in the field of education:  
Established Prem Maha Vidyalaya, a polytechnic college, in Vrindavan, which offered various 
courses, including carpentry, pottery and textiles under one roof.  
He gave his own residence to establish the first technical school of the country.  
He founded the world federation.  
 
Political career:  
1. In 1957, Mahendra Pratap contested elections as an independent and defeated former Prime 

Minister and Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) stalwart Atal Bihari Vajpayee, then a Jan Sangh 
candidate, from Mathura in western Uttar Pradesh.  

2. In 1913 he took part in Gandhi’s campaign in South Africa.  
3. He travelled around the world to create awareness about the situation in Afghanistan and 

India.  
4. In 1925 he went on a mission to Tibet and met the Dalai Lama.  
5. In free India, he diligently pursued his ideal of panchayati raj.  
 

18. Maharaja Ranjit Singh 
A nine-foot-tall bronze equestrian statue of Maharaja Ranjit Singh, the 
founder of the Sikh Empire, was vandalised in Lahore Fort recently.  
 
Ranjit Singh and Lahore:  
● Maharaja Ranjit Singh (1780-1839) seized Lahore in 1799 after he 

was invited to rule the city by its Hindu, Muslim, and Sikh elite.  
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● He brought peace and security to Lahore and revived its economic and cultural glory.  
● He proclaimed himself maharaja of the Punjab in 1801, and proceeded to rule with religious 

tolerance for communities other than Sikhs.  
● He carried out repairs to the Lahore fort — which was built by Emperor Akbar.  
 
About Maharaja Ranjit Singh:  
● Ranjit Singh was born on November 13, 1780 in Gujranwala, now in Pakistan. At that time, 

Punjab was ruled by powerful chieftains who had divided the territory into Misls.  
● Ranjit Singh overthrew the warring Misls and established a unified Sikh empire after he 

conquered Lahore in 1799.  
● He was given the title Lion of Punjab (Sher-e-Punjab) because he stemmed the tide of Afghan 

invaders in Lahore, which remained his capital until his death.  
● His general Hari Singh Nalwa built the Fort of Jamrud at the mouth of the Khyber Pass, the 

route the foreign rulers took to invade India.  
● At the time of his death, he was the only sovereign leader left in India, all others having 

come under the control of the East India Company in some way or the other.  
 
Administration:  
● He also employed a large number of European officers, especially French, to train his troops.  
● He appointed French General Jean Franquis Allard to modernise his army.  
 
His empire included the former Mughal provinces of Lahore and Multan besides part of Kabul and 
the entire Peshawar. The boundaries of his state went up to Ladakh — Zorawar Singh, a general 
from Jammu, had conquered Ladakh in Ranjit Singh’s name — in the northeast, Khyber pass in the 
northwest, and up to Panjnad in the south where the five rivers of Punjab fell into the Indus.  
 
Architectural Contributions:  
● He turned Harimandir Sahib at Amritsar into the Golden Temple by covering it with gold.  
● He is also credited with funding Hazoor Sahib gurudwara at the final resting place of Guru 

Gobind Singh in Nanded, Maharashtra.  
 

19. Hari Singh Nalwa  
Hari Singh Nalwa, a legendary Sikh commander, tamed the turbulent forces at play in Afghanistan 
and earned the reputation of the most feared Sikh warrior there.  
 
Who was Hari Singh Nalwa?  
1. He was a commander in Maharaja Ranjit Singh’s force.  
2. He remained Governor of Kashmir, Hazara and Peshawar.  
3. He defeated various Afghans and established control over various regions along the boundary 

of Afghanistan.  
4. He, thus, prevented Afghans from entering Punjab through Khyber pass, which was the main 

route to enter India by the foreign invaders from 1000 AD till early 19th century.  
 
Legacy:  
● Afghanistan was called the unconquered region and it was Hari Singh Nalwa who prevented 

Afghans from ravaging the North-West Frontier for the first time by taking control over 
several regions along the Afghanistan border and Khyber pass.  

● He had defeated thousands of Hazars, a tribe of Afghanistan, with less than three times their 
strength.  

For his bravery and ferocity, the government of India released a stamp on the name of Nalwa in 
2013.  
 
Battles in which he participated:  
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1. 1807 Battle of Kasur (now in Pakistan): He defeated Afghani ruler Kutab-ud-din Khan.  
2. Battle of Attock (in 1813) Nalwa along with other commanders won against Azim Khan and 

his brother Dost Mohammad Khan, who fought on behalf of Shah Mahmud of Kabul and this 
was the first major victory of the Sikhs over the Durrani Pathans.  

3. 1818 Battle of Peshawar: Nalwa took control over Jamrud in 1837, a fort at the entryway to 
Afghanistan through Khyber Pass.  

 
What difference did these victories against Afghans make for India?  
Historians maintain that if Maharaja Ranjit Singh and his commander Hari Singh Nalwa would 
have not won Peshawar and the North West Frontier, which is part of Pakistan now, then this 
area could have been part of Afghanistan and the invasions of Afghans into Punjab and Delhi 
would have never stopped.  
 

20. Sree Narayana Guru 
August 23: Sree Narayana Guru Jayanti.  
 
Who was he? 
Sree Narayana Guru was a catalyst and leader who reformed the 
oppressive caste system that prevailed in society at the time.  
● He was born on 22nd August, 1856 in Chempazhanthy, a village near 

Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala.  
● Belong to the Ezhava caste, Narayan Guru had experienced discrimination from the upper 

caste of society.  
● His philosophy always advocated social equality, education for all, and spiritual 

enlightenment.  
 
Significant Contribution for Society: 
● He gave the famous slogan “One Caste, One Religion, One God for All” (Oru Jathi, Oru 

Matham, Oru Daivam, Manushyanu).  
● In 1888, Narayana Guru consecrated the first temple of Lord Shiva, where an idol was 

ordinated by a non-brahmin in Aruvippuram village of Kerala.  
● His step sparked off the anti-caste revolution against the upper-caste Brahmin communities.  
● In one temple he consecrated at Kalavancode, he kept mirrors instead of idols. This 

symbolised his message that the divine was within each individual.  
● In 1903, he established the Sree Narayana Dharma Paripalana Yogam (SNDP) as the founder 

and president.  
● He had set up more than 40 temples across the state as an act of protest to permit lower 

caste people to enter temples.  
 
Contribution to National Movement: 
● He was in the forefront of the movement for universal temple entry and against the societal 

ills like the social discrimination of untouchables.  
● He provided the impetus for Vaikom agitation which was aimed at temple entry in 

Travancore for the lower castes.  
● He captured the essence of Indianness in his poems which highlighted the unity that lies 

beneath the world’s apparent diversity.  
 
Philosophy of Sree Narayana Guru: 
● Sree Narayana Guru became one of the greatest proponents and re-evaluators of Advaita 

Vedanta, the principle of non-duality put forward by Adi Shankara.  
● In 1913, he founded the Advaita Ashram at Aluva. This was an important event in his spiritual 

quest.  
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● This Ashram was dedicated to a great principle – Om Sahodaryam Sarvatra (all men are equal 

in the eyes of God). 
 
Literary Works: 
He wrote various books in different languages. Few of them are: Advaitha Deepika, Asrama, 
Thevarappathinkangal, Brahmavidya Panchakam etc. 
 
Relevance of His Philosophy: 
Sree Narayana Guru’s philosophy of Universal Oneness has special relevance in the contemporary 
global context where the social fabric of many countries and communities are being eroded by 
hatred, violence, bigotry, sectarianism and other divisive tendencies. 
 

21. Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay 
● He was a Bengali poet and writer.  
● He wrote the national song Vande Mataram.  
● His novel Anandamath — which was set in the background of the Sanyashi 

Bidroho (rebellion of monks in late 18th century) — is considered to be one 
of key works on Bengal’s nationalism.  

● His first Bengali fiction is called ‘Durgeshnondini’ published in 1865.  
● He also wrote other famous novels like Kapalkundala in 1866, Mrinalini in 

1869, Vishbriksha in 1873, Chandrasekhar in 1877, Rajani in 1877, Rajsimha 
in 1881 and Devi Chaudhurani in 1884.  

● He brought out a monthly magazine called Bangadarshan in 1872.  
● His first fiction to appear in print was the English novel Rajmohan's Wife.  
 

22. Comic book ‘India’s Women Unsung Heroes’ released 
A pictorial book telling the stories of 20 unsung women freedom fighters was released by the 
Culture Ministry recently.  
The book was brought out in partnership with Amar Chitra Katha.  
 
Key leaders covered include:  

● Rani Abbakka who thwarted Portuguese attacks for several decades.  
Rani Abbakka Chowta was the first Tuluva Queen of Ullal who fought the Portuguese in the 
latter half of the 16th century.  

➢ She belonged to the Chowta dynasty who ruled over parts of coastal Karnataka (Tulu 
Nadu), India. Their capital was Puttige.  

 
● Matangiri Hazra, a freedom fighter from Bengal who laid down her 

life in the struggle.  
She participated in the Indian independence movement until she was shot 
dead by the British Indian police in front of the Tamluk Police Station (of 
erstwhile Midnapore District) on 29 September 1942.  
She was affectionately known as Gandhi buri, Bengali for old lady Gandhi.  

➢ In 1930, she took part in the Civil Disobedience movement and 
was arrested for breaking the Salt Act.   

 
 

● Gulab Kaur, who fought against the British 
rule after abandoning her own dreams of a life 
abroad.  

In Manila, Gulab Kaur joined Ghadar Party, an 
organization founded by Indian immigrants with the 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/


 

www.insightsonindia.com                                                          33                                                                      InsightsIAS 

INSTA PT 2022 EXCLUSIVE (ART AND CULTURE) 

NOTES 
aim to liberate the Indian Subcontinent from British Rule.  
 

● Padmaja Naidu, Sarojini Naidu's daughter and a freedom 
fighter in her own right.  

She was also a politician who was the 5th Governor of West Bengal 
from 3 November 1956 to 1 June 1967.  

➢ At the age of 21, she co-founded the Indian National 
Congress in the Nizam ruled princely state of Hyderabad.  

➢ She was jailed for taking part in the "Quit India" movement in 1942. After Independence, 
she was elected to the Indian Parliament in 1950.  

 
● Velu Nachiyar, the first Indian queen to wage war against the 

East India Company.  
She was a queen of Sivaganga estate from 1780–1790.  
She is known by Tamils as Veeramangai ("brave woman").  

➢ With the support of Haider Alis Army, feudal lords, marudhu 
brothers, Dalit commanders and thandavarayan pillai she 
fought the East India company.  

 
  
 

● Jhalkari Bai, a solider and adviser to the Rani of Jhansi.  
She was a woman soldier who played an important role in the Indian 
Rebellion of 1857.  

➢ At the height of the Siege of Jhansi, she disguised herself as the 
queen and fought on her behalf, on the front, allowing the queen to 
escape safely out of the fort.  

 

23. Rani Lakshmibai 
The Jhansi Railway Station in Uttar Pradesh will be known as Veerangana Lakshmibai Railway 
Station.  
 
Procedure to change the name of a railway station:  
● The Uttar Pradesh government had earlier sent a proposal about renaming the station to the 

Union Home Ministry.  
● The ministry consents to a name change of any station or place after obtaining no-objections 

from the Union Ministry of Railways, Survey of India, and the Department of Posts.  
● These organisations confirm that there is no town or village in their records with a name that 

is similar to the proposed name.  
● Once the name change is approved following an executive order, the Ministry of Railways will 

change the station code accordingly.  
 
About Rani Lakshmibai:  
● Born on November 19, 1828, as Manikarnika Tambe in Varanasi, UP.  
● Rani was married to the King of Jhansi, Raja Gangadhar Newalkar in 

1842.  
  
The war between the British and Rani Lakshmibai:  
● She had a son Damodar Rao, who died within four months of his birth. Following the death of 

the infant, her husband adopted a cousin’s child Anand Rao, who was renamed Damodar Rao 
a day prior to the death of the Maharaja.  

● Lord Dalhousie refused to acknowledge the child and applied the Doctrine of Lapse, and 
annexed the state. However, the Rani refused to accept Lord Dalhousie’s decision. 
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● This led to a fight between the two. The Rani of Jhansi gave a tough fight to the British during 

the two weeks siege of the city.  
● She fought bravely against the British and gave a tough fight to Sir Hugh Rose so as to save 

her empire from annexation. She died fighting on the battlefield on June 17, 1858.  
 
What was the Doctrine of Lapse?  
The Doctrine of Lapse was an annexation policy followed widely by Lord Dalhousie when he was 
India’s Governor-General from 1848 to 1856.  
● According to this, any princely state under the direct or indirect (as a vassal) control of the 

East India Company where the ruler did not have a legal male heir would be annexed by the 
company.  

● As per this, any adopted son of the Indian ruler could not be proclaimed as heir to the 
kingdom. This challenged the Indian ruler’s long-held authority to appoint an heir of their 
choice.  

 

24. Rani Bhabani 
● Bhabani was married to Raja Ramkanta Ray, the zamindar of the 

Natore estate in Rajshahi (present day Bangladesh). After the death 
of her husband in 1748, the zamindari passed on to the hands of 
Bhabani, making her one among the very few women zamindars of 
the time.  

 
Contributions:  
● Bhabani is remembered most for her philanthropic efforts.  
● Built several schools across Rajshahi district and offered a number of scholarships.  
● Built more than 350 temples and guesthouses across different parts of the country, and 

invested heavily in roadways and water tanks.  
● Built the Durga Kund Mandir in Varanasi.  
● In 1755 she built a complex consisting of a dozen temples in Baronagar in Murshidabad.  
 

25. Onake Obavva 
the Karnataka government has decided to celebrate ‘Onake Obavva Jayanti’ on November 11 
throughout the state.  
 
Who is Onake Obavva?  
● Onake Obavva is a woman warrior who fought the forces 

of Hyder Ali single-handedly with a pestle (‘onake’ in 
Kannada) in Chitradurga in the 18th century.  

● She died protecting the Chitradurga Fort, which was 
ruled by Madakari Nayaka in the 18th century.  

 
Legacy and relevance today:  
● Obavva is considered to be the epitome of Kannada pride and celebrated along with other 

women warriors of Karnataka state.  
● Inspired by Onake Obavva, in 2018, the Chitradurga police started ‘Obavva Pade’, a squad of 

women police constables to protect and educate women in the district. This was later 
extended to Bangalore.  

 

26. Rani Kamlapati 
The name of Bhopal’s Habibganj railway station has been changed to 
Rani Kamlapati station.  
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● The station has been redeveloped at a cost of around Rs 100 crore with private participation 

— a first such large-scale PPP model in station redevelopment in India, in the works for the 
past few years.  

 
Who was Rani Kamlapati?  
● Rani Kamlapati was the widow of Nizam Shah, whose Gond dynasty ruled the then 

Ginnorgarh, 55 km from Bhopal, in the 18th century.  
● Kampalati is known to have shown great bravery in facing aggressors during her reign after 

her husband was killed.  
● Kamlapati was the “last Hindu queen of Bhopal”, who did great work in the area of water 

management and set up parks and temples.  
 
Who are Gonds?  
The Gond are one of the largest tribal communities in India, spread across 
Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Chhattisgarh, Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, 
Bihar and Odisha.  
 

27. Rani Gaidinliu 
The ‘Rani Gaidinliu Tribal Freedom Fighters Museum’ is being built in Manipur’s Tamenglong 
district (Rani Gaidinliu’s birthplace).  
● The museum would help preserve and exhibit artefacts related to the tribal freedom fighters, 

involved in different stages of the fight against the British colonial rule like Anglo-Manipuri 
War, Kuki-Rebellion, Naga-Raj movements, among others.  

 
Who was Rani Gaidinliu?  
● Rani Gaidinliu was a Naga spiritual leader.  
● Gaidinliu belonged to the Rongmei clan of the Zeliangrong tribe in the Tamenglong district of 

western Manipur.  
● Born on January 26, 1915.  
● At 13, she became associated with freedom fighter and religious leader, Haipou Jadonang, 

and became his lieutenant in his social, religious and political movement.  
● Jadonang, who was also a Rongmei, started the ‘Heraka movement’, based on ancestral Naga 

religion, and envisioned an independent Naga kingdom (or Naga-Raja).  
● Rani Gandiliu’s association with Jadonang prepared her to fight the British. After the 

execution of Jadonang, she took up the leadership of the movement — which slowly turned 
political from religious.  

● Rani started a serious revolt against the British and was eventually imprisoned for life. She 
was released after 14 years, in 1947.  

 
Legacy:  
Acknowledging her role in the struggle against the British, Jawaharlal Nehru called her the 
“Daughter of the Hills” and gave her the title “Rani” or queen.  
● Rani Gaidiliu was one of the few women political leaders who exhibited outstanding courage 

during the colonial period, despite limitations.  
● Unlike Jadonang, whose approach was inclined to be “millenarian”, Rani orchestrated for the 

need of an armed movement against colonial rule.  
 

28. Sir Syed Ahmad Khan 
204th birth anniversary of Sir Syed Ahmad Khan was recently observed.  
● He was born on October 17, 1817.  
 
Who was Sir Syed Ahmad Khan?  
Sir syed Ahmed khan was a teacher, politician,social reformer etc.  
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He was also the founder of Aligarh muslim university.  
 
Why has he been controversial?  
Sir syed Ahmed khan has often been criticised as the father of Two nation theory which led to the 
formation of two seperate nations i.e. India and Pakistan.  
● It is erroneously believed by some 

historians that the Hindu-Muslim divide 
in India was the by-product of the two-
nation theory which supposedly had its 
origin in Sir Syed’s ideology.  

 
Was "two-nation" theory in existence 
during his times?  
“Nationalism” as a consciously-held idea was 
a 20th century phenomenon even in Europe, 
from where it was imported to India. 
Eminent historian Anil Seal has rightly pointed out that during Sir Syed’s times, “there were no 
two nations, there was not even one nation, there was no nation at all.” 
  
● Till 1898, when Sir Syed breathed his last, 

there was nothing like an Indian “nation”, nor 
did the founding fathers of the Indian National 
Congress make such a claim.  

● Sir Octavian Hume, the founder of the 
Congress, talked of “a congeries of 
communities”, not a nation.  

 
Sir Syed’s concept of nation:  
● Sir Syed’s concept of nation was inextricably 

woven with secular ideals.  
● Sir Syed believed in a multiculturalism under which all cultural communities must be entitled 

to equal status under state.  
 

29. Lala Lajpat Rai 
1. Rai is remembered for his role during the Swadeshi movement and 

for his advocacy of education. 
2. He became a follower of Dayanand Saraswati, the founder of Arya 

Samaj and went on to become one of the society’s leaders. 
3. He also helped found the Punjab National Bank. 
4. In 1885, Rai established the Dayanand Anglo-Vedic School in Lahore 

and remained a committed educationist throughout his life. 
5. Rai, Tilak, and Bipin Chandra Pal (called Lal-Bal-Pal) fervently advocated the use of Swadeshi 

goods and mass agitation in the aftermath of the controversial Partition of Bengal in 1905 by 
Lord Curzon. 

6. He founded the Indian Home Rule League of America in New York City in 1917. 
7. He was elected President of the Indian National Congress during its Special Session in Kolkata 

in 1920, which saw the launch of Mahatma Gandhi’s Non-cooperation Movement. 
8. The patriot died at Lahore in 1928 after he was attacked by police during a protest rally 

against the Simon Commission. 
9. His important works include: ‘The Arya Samaj’, ‘Young India’, ‘England’s Debt to India’, 

‘Evolution of Japan’, ‘India’s Will to Freedom’, ‘Message of the Bhagwad Gita’, ‘Political Future 
of India’, ‘Problem of National Education in India’, ‘The Depressed Glasses’, and the 
travelogue ‘United States of America’. 
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30. Sri Aurobindo 
PM Modi has announced that 150 universities across the country will be involved in writing 
papers on different aspects of spiritual leader Sri Aurobindo's life and philosophy to 
commemorate his 150th birth anniversary.  
● Sri Aurobindo was born on August 15, 1872, in Kolkata, West Bengal.  
 
About Sri Aurobindo:  
● He was a yogi, seer, philosopher, poet, and Indian nationalist who 

propounded a philosophy of divine life on earth through spiritual evolution.  
● From 1902 to 1910 he partook in the struggle to free India from the British.  
● In Pondichéry he founded a community of spiritual seekers, which took shape 

as the Sri Aurobindo Ashram in 1926.  
● He was much influenced by the American Revolution, revolts in Italy and the 

medieval French revolts against England.  
● He attended Congress sessions and at the same time, helped establish the 

Anushilan Samiti of Calcutta in 1902.  
● He and his brother revolutionary Barin Ghose contributed articles to the magazine Jugantar 

which inspired many young people to take up revolutionary work. 
● He was also a journalist, editing newspapers such as Bande Mataram.  
● In May 1908, Aurobindo was arrested in connection with the Alipore Conspiracy Case.  
● In 1914, he started publishing a magazine Arya.  
● He wrote copiously and his greatest literary achievement was ‘Savitri’, an epic poem with 

about 24000 lines. 
● He developed a kind of Yoga called Integral Yoga.  
 
His theory of Nationalism:  
Sri Aurobindo Ghosh was considered as a prophet of Indian nationalism. Along with 
Bankimchandra, Tilak and Dayanand, he developed the theory of nationalism in India.  
● Sri Aurobindo’s theory of nationalism was based on Vedanta philosophy which saw unity and 

oneness in man and God.  
● He declared that India was in fact Mother India which represented the united power and 

Shakti of millions of her children. Mother India represented the infinite energy of her people: 
He identified Mother India with God and maintained that it was God’s divine mission to set 
India free.  

● He said that the village should retain its autonomy and self-government but at the same 
time, ‘should seek to promote national cohesion. The ideal of national Swaraj must be 
modeled on the old village community which was self-sufficient, autonomous and self-
governing.  

 

31. Subramaniya Bharathi 
● Born on 11th December 1882, in Ettayapuram village of Tirunelveli District in Tamil Nadu.  
● He was a poet, freedom fighter and social reformer from Tamil Nadu.  
● He was known as Mahakavi Bharathiyar.  
● His songs on nationalism and freedom of India helped to rally the masses to support the 

Indian Independence Movement in Tamil Nadu.  
● Literary works: “Kannan Pattu” “Nilavum Vanminum Katrum” “Panchali Sabatam” “Kuyil 

Pattu”.  
● He published the sensational “Sudesa Geethangal” in 1908.  
● Sometime in mid-1908, Bharati began to serialise Gnanaratham in his political weekly, India.  
● In 1949, he became the first poet whose works were nationalised by the state government.  
 
Bharthi as a social reformer:  
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● He was against caste system. He declared that there were only two castes-men and women 

and nothing more than that. Above all, he himself had removed his sacred thread.  
● He condemned certain Shastras that denigrated women. He believed in the equality of 

humankind and criticised many preachers for mixing their personal prejudices while teaching 
the Gita and the Vedas.  

 

32. Veer Savarkar 
Born on May 28, 1883 in Bhagur, a city in Maharashtra’s Nashik. 
 
Nationalism and social reforms: 
● Formed a youth organization- Mitra Mela, this organization was put into place to bring in 

national and revolutionary ideas. 
● He was against foreign goods and propagated the idea of Swadeshi. 
● He championed atheism and rationality and also disapproved orthodox Hindu belief. In fact, 

he even dismissed cow worship as superstitious. 
● He also Worked on abolishment of untouchability in Ratnagiri. Dr Babasaheb Ambedkar also 

compared his work to Lord Buddha. 
● Vinayak Savarkar was a president of Hindu Mahasabha from 1937 to 1943. 
● When congress ministries offered resignation on 22nd oct 1939, Hindu mahaasabha under his 

leadership cooperated with Muslim league to form government in provinces like Sindh, 
Bengal and NWFP. 

● In Pune, Savarkar founded the “Abhinav Bharat Society”. 
● He joined Tilak’s Swaraj Party. 
● He founded the Free India Society. The Society celebrated important dates on the Indian 

calendar including festivals, freedom movement landmarks, and was dedicated to furthering 
discussion about Indian freedom. 

● He believed and advocated the use of arms to free India from the British and created a 
network of Indians in England, equipped with weapons. 

 
Important works: 
1. Book- The History of the war of Indian Independence. 
2. An armed revolt against the Morley-Minto reform. 
3. Two-nation theory in his book ‘Hindutva’. 
 

33. Govind Ballabh Pant 
• Pant was born on 10 September 1887 in what is now Uttarakhand, at Almora. 

• In Kashipur, he established an organisation called Prem Sabha that started working towards 
several reforms. 

• He also saved a school from shutting down due to non-payment of taxes to the British 
government. 

 
Offices he held: 
Before independence: 
1. In December 1921, he was elected to the Legislative Assembly of the United Provinces of 

Agra and Oudh, which he later renamed Uttar Pradesh. 
2. He was elected as a candidate of the Swaraj Party from Nainital. 
3. In the 1937 provincial elections held under the Government of India Act, 1935, Pant was 

appointed premier. He served the post till 1939, when all Congress ministers resigned after 
the British committed India to the Second World War of its own accord. 

4. In the United Provinces election held in 1946, Pant was once again appointed the premier. 
 
After independence: 

• First chief minister of Uttar Pradesh. 
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• He served as India’s home minister from 1955 to 1961. It was during his tenure that states 

were reorganised on linguistic lines. 
 
Key contributions: 

• During his tenure, he raised several important issues like the need to abolish the zamindari 
system and championed the cause of forest preservation. 

• He also worked to protect farmers from excessive rents levied by the British government. 

• He encouraged many cottage industries in the country and raised his voice against the coolie-
beggar law, which forced porters to transport the heavy luggage of British officials without 
any payment. 

• Following Gandhi’s footsteps, Pant also organised a massive salt movement in the United 
Provinces. In May 1930, he was arrested and held at Dehradun jail. 

• He also protested against the Simon Commission. 

• Pant was always against a separate electorate for minorities, saying the step would further 
divide communities. 

 
Awards and Honours: 
In 1957, Pant was awarded India’s highest civilian award, the Bharat Ratna. 
 

34. Sachindra Nath Sanyal 
His 80th death anniversary was observed on 7th February this year. He was born in 1893.  
 
His role in India's struggle for Independence:  
● He was the founder of the Hindustan Republican Association. HRA was created to carry out 

armed resistance against the British Empire in India.  
● Sanyal founded a branch of the Anushilan Samiti in Patna in 1913.  
● In 1912 Delhi Conspiracy Trial, Sanyal with Rashbehari Bose attacked the then Viceroy 

Hardinge.  
● He was extensively involved in the plans for the Ghadar conspiracy, and went underground 

after it was exposed in February 1915. He was a close associate of Rash Behari Bose.  
● After Bose escaped to Japan, Sanyal was considered the most senior leader of India's 

revolutionary movement.  
● He was a mentor for revolutionaries like Chandrashekhar Azad and Bhagat Singh.  
● Sanyal and Mahatma Gandhi engaged in a famous debate published in Young India between 

1920 and 1924. Sanyal argued against Gandhi's gradualist approach.  
Sanyal was sentenced to life for his involvement in the Kakori Train Action and was imprisoned at 
Cellular Jail in the Andaman and Nicobar Islands, where he wrote his book titled Bandi Jeevan (A 
Life of Captivity, 1922).  
 

35. Ram Prasad Bismil 
Ram Prasad Bismil was born on June 11, 1897, in a nondescript village in 
Uttar Pradesh's Shahjahanpur district.  
● He was among the most notable Indian revolutionaries who fought 

British colonialism.  
 
Important organizations/works he was associated with:  
1. He was associated with the Arya Samaj from an early age.  
2. Bismil along with Genda Lal Dixit, a school teacher from Auraiya, organised youth from 

Etahwah, Mainpuri, Agra and Shahjahanpur districts to strengthen their organisations, 
‘Matrivedi’ and ‘Shivaji Samiti’.  

3. He published a pamphlet titled ‘Deshwasiyon ke Naam’ and distributed it along with his 
poem ‘Mainpuri ki Pratigya’ on January 28, 1918. To collect funds for the parties, they looted 
government coffers.  
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4. After conflicting views and growing resentment with the Congress party, he formed the 

Hindustan Republic Association which soon had leaders like Bhagat Singh and 
Chandrashekhar Azad.  

 
Events he was associated with:  
● He participated in the Mainpuri conspiracy of 1918.  
● On August 9, 1925, Ram Prasad Bismil along with companions Ashfaqulla Khan and others 

executed the plan of looting the train at Kakori near Lucknow.  
 
Ideology:  
His ideals of freedom struggle stood in stark contrast to that of Mahatma Gandhi and he would 
reportedly say “independence would not be achieved by means of non-violence”.  
 
Raj Ghat:  
He was hanged in the Gorakhpur jail on December 19, 1927 and cremated on the banks of Rapti 
river. The site later came to be known as Raj Ghat.  
 

36. Subhash Chandra Bose 
Recently, the government has decided to install a grand statue of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose at 
India Gate to commemorate his 125th birth anniversary and as part of the yearlong celebrations. 
 
About Subhash Chandra Bose:  
Subhas Chandra Bose was born on 23rd January 1897, in Cuttack, Orissa Division, Bengal Province.  
His Jayanti is celebrated as 'Parakram Diwas' on 23rd January.  
● Subhash Chandra Bose was twice elected President of the Indian National Congress, (1938-

Haripur and 1939-Tripuri).  
● He resigned from the Congress Presidentship in 1939 and organised the All India Forward 

Bloc a faction within the Congress in Bengal.  
● In 1919, he had cleared the Indian Civil Services (ICS) examination. Bose, however, resigned 

later. 
● He was highly influenced by Vivekananda's teachings and considered him as his spiritual 

Guru.  
● His political mentor was Chittaranjan Das.  
 
Azad Hind government:  
Bose had arrived in Port Blair, Andaman and Nicobar Islands in 1943 after Japan handed them 
over to his Azad Hind government. Japan had captured the islands during the second world war. 
● He had announced the establishment of the provisional government of Azad Hind in occupied 

Singapore in 1943. 
● Known as Arzi Hukumat-e-Azad Hind, it was supported by the Axis powers of Imperial Japan, 

Nazi Germany, the Italian Social Republic, and their allies. 
● He had launched a struggle to free India from British rule under the banner of the provisional 

government-in exile during the latter part of the Second World War. 
 
Who were part of this? 
Under his provisional government, the Indians living abroad had been united. The Indian National 
Army drew ex- prisoners and thousands of civilian volunteers from the Indian expatriate 
population in Malaya (present-day Malaysia) and Burma (now Myanmar). 
● Under the provisional government, Bose was the head of the state, the prime minister and 

the minister for war and foreign affairs. 
● Captain Lakshmi headed the women’s organisation while S A Ayer headed the publicity and 

propaganda wing. 
● Revolutionary leader Rash Behari Bose was designated as the supreme advisor. 
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Subhas Chandra Bose Aapda Prabandhan Puraskar:  
The annual Subhas Chandra Bose Aapda Prabandhan Puraskar has been instituted to recognize 
and honour the invaluable contribution and selfless service rendered by individuals and 
organisations in India in the field of disaster management.  
● The award is announced every year on 23rd January.  
● It carries a cash prize of Rs. 51 lakh and a certificate in case of an institution and Rs. 5 lakh and 

a certificate in case of an individual.  
 

37. P.N. Panicker 
The President of India recently unveiled the statue of Shri P.N. Panicker at Poojappura, 
Thiruvananthapuram.  
P.N. Panicker (1909-1995):  
● Puthuvayil Narayana Panicker is known as the Father of the Library Movement of Kerala.  
● June 19, his death anniversary, has been observed in Kerala as Vayanadinam (Reading Day) 

since 1996.  
● In 2017, PM declared June 19, Kerala’s Reading Day, as National Reading Day in India. The 

following month is also observed as National Reading Month in India.  
● Panicker led the formation of Thiruvithaamkoor Granthasala Sangham (Travancore Library 

Association) in 1945 with 47 rural libraries. The slogan of the organization was ‘Read and 
Grow’.  

● The association - Grandhasala Sangham won the prestigious ‘Krupsakaya Award’ from 
UNESCO in 1975.  

 

38. Bhagat Singh 
28th September is the birth anniversary of revolutionary freedom fighter Bhagat Singh.  
 
Key facts about him: 
● Bhagat Singh was born in 1907 in Lyallpur district 

(now in Pakistan), and grew up in a Sikh family deeply 
involved in political activities.  

● In 1923, Bhagat Singh joined the National College, 
Lahore which was founded and managed by Lala 
Lajpat Rai and Bhai Parmanand.  

● In 1924 in Kanpur, he became a member of the 
Hindustan Republican Association (HRA), started by 
Sachindranath Sanyal a year earlier.  

● In 1928, HRA was renamed from Hindustan Republican Association to Hindustan Socialist 
Republican Association (HSRA). 

● In 1925-26 Bhagat Singh and his colleagues started a militant youth organization called the 
Naujawan Bharat Sabha. 

● In 1927, he was first arrested on charges of association with the Kakori Case accused for an 
article written under the pseudonym Vidrohi (Rebel). 

● In 1928, Lala Lajpat Rai had led a procession to protest against the arrival of the Simon 
Commission. The police resorted to a brutal lathi charge, in which Lala Lajpat Rai was 
severely injured and later succumbed to his injuries.  

● To take revenge for the death of Lala Lajpat Rai, Bhagat Singh and his associates plotted the 
assassination of James A. Scott, the Superintendent of Police.  

● However, the revolutionaries mistakenly killed J.P. Saunders. The incident is famously known 
as Lahore Conspiracy case (1929).  

● Bhagat Singh and B.K. Dutt threw a bomb on 8 April, 1929 in the Central Legislative 
Assembly, in protest against the passing of two repressive bills, the Public Safety Bill and the 
Trade Dispute Bill.  
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● The aim was not to kill but to make the deaf hear, and to remind the foreign government of 

its callous exploitation.  
 
Trial:  
Both Bhagat Singh and B.K. Dutt surrendered thereafter and faced trial so they could further 
promote their cause. They were awarded life imprisonment for this incident. 
● However, Bhagat Singh was re-arrested for the murder of J.P. Saunders and bomb 

manufacturing in the Lahore Conspiracy case.  
● He was found guilty in this case and was hanged on 23rd March, 1931 in Lahore along with 

Sukhdev and Rajguru. 
● Every year, March 23 is observed as Martyrs’ Day as a tribute to freedom fighters Bhagat 

Singh, Sukhdev, and Rajguru. 
 

39. Gangubai Kathiawadi 
Full name: Ganga Harjeevandas Kathiawadi.  
From: Gujarat.  
Known for: One of Mumbai’s well-known and influential brothel owners in the 50s and 60s. She 
also fought for the welfare and rights of sex workers.  
 
Brief history of her life:  
● She is said to have been sold to a brothel owner by her husband.  
● She gradually ended up operating her own brothel.  
● She is known to also have lobbied for the rights of commercial sex workers.  
● Gangubai, apparently, lobbied with politicians on this issue.  
 
How are they protected?  
The Suppression of Immoral Traffic in Women and Children Act was enacted in 1956. 
Subsequent amendments were made to the law. And the name of the Act was changed to 
Immoral Traffic (Prevention) Act.  

● This is the legislation currently governing sex work in India.  
Article 23(1) of the Constitution prohibits traffic in human beings and beggars and other similar 
forms of forced labor. Article 23(2) declares that any contravention of this provision shall be an 
offense punishable in accordance with the law.  
 

40. Archbishop Desmond Tutu:  
South African anti-apartheid icon Archbishop Desmond Tutu, 
described as the country’s moral compass, died recently.  
● He was remembered for his easy humour and characteristic 

smile — and above all his tireless fight against injustices of 
all colours.  

● The Archbishop won the Nobel Peace Prize in 1984 for 
combating white minority rule in South Africa.  

● He coined the term “Rainbow Nation” to describe South 
Africa when Nelson Mandela became the country’s first black President in 1994.  

● Former U.S. President Barack Obama, the country’s first black leader, hailed Tutu as a “moral 
compass”.  
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Awards / Institutions 

 

1. Padma award 
The Padma awards are announced every year on the eve of Republic Day.  
● As many as 128 people ranging from veteran politicians, businessmen, scientists and doctors 

to artists and ordinary people engaged in public service were announced to have been 
selected for conferment of Padma awards this year.  

● While most accepted the awards gracefully, former West Bengal CM Buddhadeb 
Bhattacharjee refused to accept it.  

 
What are Padma awards?  
They are the highest civilian honour of India after the Bharat Ratna.  
Instituted in 1954 along with Bharat Ratna.  
● The awards are given in three categories: Padma Vibhushan (for exceptional and 

distinguished service), Padma Bhushan (distinguished service of higher order) and Padma Shri 
(distinguished service).  

● The award seeks to recognise achievements in all fields of activities or disciplines where an 
element of public service is involved.  

 
Limitations and exceptions:  
● The awardees do not get any cash reward but a certificate signed by the President apart from 

a medallion which they can wear at public and government functions.  
● The awards are, however, not a conferment of title and the awardees are expected to not use 

them as prefix or suffix to their names.  
● A Padma awardee can be given a higher award only after five years of the conferment of the 

earlier award.  
● Not more than 120 awards can be given in a year but this does not include posthumous 

awards or awards given to NRIs and foreigners.  
 
Eligibility:  
All persons without distinction of race, occupation, position or sex are eligible for these awards. 
However, government servants including those working with PSUs, except doctors and scientists, 
are not eligible for these awards.  
● The award is given for “special services” and not just for “long service”. “It should not be 

merely excellence in a particular field, but the criteria has to be ‘excellence plus’.  
 
Who nominates the awardees?  
● Any citizen of India can nominate a potential recipient.  
● One can even nominate one’s own self.  
● All nominations are to be done online where a form is to be filled along with details of the 

person or the organisation being nominated.  
● An 800-word essay detailing the work done by the potential awardee is also to be submitted 

for the nomination to be considered.  
 
Who selects the awardees?  
All nominations received for Padma awards are placed before the Padma Awards Committee, 
which is constituted by the Prime Minister every year.  
● The Padma Awards Committee is headed by the Cabinet Secretary and includes Home 

Secretary, Secretary to the President and four to six eminent persons as members.  
● The recommendations of the committee are submitted to the Prime Minister and the 

President of India for approval.  
 
Is the recipient’s consent sought?  
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There is no provision for seeking a written or formal consent of the recipient before 
announcement of the award. However, before the announcement, every recipient receives a call 
from the Ministry of Home Affairs informing him or her about the selection. In case the recipient 
expresses a desire to be excluded from the award list, the name is removed.  
 

2. Jnanpith Award:  
Assamese poet Nilmani Phookan Jr has won the 56th Jnanpith 
Award, and Konkani novelist Damodar Mauzo has won the 57th 
Jnanpith Award.  
● India’s highest literary award, the annual Jnanpith is 

bestowed on writers for “their outstanding contribution 
towards literature”.  

● English along with other Indian languages is considered for the Award.  
● The Award is open for only Indian citizens and is given annually.  
● The prize carries a cash award of Rs. 11 lakhs, a citation, and a bronze replica of Vagdevi 

(Saraswati), the goddess of learning. 
● It is sponsored by the cultural organization Bharatiya Jnanpith.  
 

3. Royal Gold Medal 2022 
● Architect Balkrishna Doshi is awarded the Royal Gold Medal 

2022, one of the world’s highest honours for architecture.  
● With a 70 year career and over 100 built projects, 94-year-

old Mr. Doshi has influenced the direction of architecture in 
India and its adjacent regions through both his practice and 
his teaching.  

Given in recognition of a lifetime’s work, the Royal Gold Medal is approved personally by Queen 
Elizebth II and is given to a person or group of people who have had a significant influence on the 
advancement of architecture.  
 

4. Dadasaheb Phalke Award:  
Rajinikanth has been conferred with the Dadasaheb Phalke Award for the year 2019.  
 
About the Award:  
● Dadasaheb Phalke award is India's highest award in cinema.  
● It is presented annually at the National Film Awards ceremony by the Directorate of Film 

Festivals (an organisation set up by the Ministry of Information and Broadcasting).  
● The award prize consists of a golden lotus, a cash prize of ₹10 lakh and a shawl.  
● The award is given to people for their "outstanding contribution to the growth and 

development of Indian cinema".  
● It was first presented in 1969. The first recipient of the award was actress Devika Rani, “the 

first lady of Indian cinema.”  
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Historical Events 

 

1. Alexander and Chandragupta Maurya 
Legacies of Alexander vs Chandragupta:  
Alexander:  
Alexander was born in 356 BC at Pella in ancient Greece, and succeeded his father, king Phillip II, 
to the throne at the age of 20.  
He came to be called ‘great’ because of his stupendous military conquests.  
● He had established, before he turned 30 years of age, the largest empire the world had seen 

until then, which stretched across modern western and central Asia all the way from Greece 
to India’s northwestern frontier.  

● Subsequently, Ghenghis Khan (1162-1227) stamped his authority over a bigger swathe of Asia 
and Europe, and other conquerors such as Tamerlane, Atilla the Hun, and Charlemagne, as 
well as Ashoka, Akbar, and Aurangzeb built their own very large empires.  

 
His quest for India:  
● In 327 BC, Alexander crossed the Indus, the farthest frontier of the old Persian empire, and 

began his Indian campaign that lasted about two years.  
● The king of Taxila surrendered to Alexander.  
● In the battle of Hydaspes that followed, Alexander won against King Porus.  
● After the defeat of Porus, Alexander wished to march on into the heartland of the Gangetic 

basin — but upon reaching the Beas, the last of the five rivers of Punjab, his generals refused 
to go further.  

● Alexander was forced to turn back, and he followed the Indus southward to its delta, where 
he sent part of his army to Mesopotamia by sea, while leading the other part overland along 
the Makran coast.  

 
Legacy:  
His aborted Indian campaign notwithstanding, Alexander is believed to have died undefeated in 
any battle — seemingly fulfilling the prophecies of the oracles that he would conquer the entire 
world.  
● Alexander had travelled some 1,000 miles from Macedonia, conquering seven nations and, it 

is said, more than 2,000 cities.  
● He hoped to solve the “problem of the ocean” that Greek philosophers had grappled with, 

reaching the sea, and then sailing to subjugate more new lands.  
 
Chandragupta:  
● He was the architect of an empire that controlled the plains of both the Indus and the Ganga, 

and which stretched until the eastern and western oceans.  
● With Pataliputra at its imperial centre, the Mauryan Empire for the first time unified most of 

South Asia.  
● Chandragupta laid the foundations of an extensive and efficient system of centralised 

administration and tax-collection that formed the bases of his empire.  
● Trade and agriculture were reformed and regulated with the building of infrastructure and 

standardisation of weights and measures, and provisions were made for a large standing 
army.  

Some Greek sources suggest that Chandragupta may have been in communication with Alexander 
during the latter’s Indian campaign.  
 
Legacy:  
Chandragupta overthrew the unpopular last king of the Nandas, Dhana Nanda, and occupied his 
capital, Pataliputra.  
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● Guided by the guile and strategy of Kautilya and by his own great military prowess, 

Chandragupta went about fulfilling his imperial ambitions.  
● Once he had established his mastery over the plains of the Ganga, he moved north-west to 

occupy the power vacuum left by the retreat of Alexander’s army.  
The territorial foundation of the Mauryan Empire had been laid, with Chandragupta controlling 
the Indus and Ganges Plains and the borderlands — a formidable empire by any standards.  
 

2. Salar Masud-Raja Suhaldev battle 
Speaking at the inaugural event of the Kashi Vishwanath Dham Corridor in Varanasi, PM Modi 
referred to the battle between Salar Masud and Raja Suhaldev.  
 
Who was Salar Masud?  

● Salar Masud was also known as Ghazi Mian. He acquired popularity as a warrior in the 
12th century.  

● He was the nephew of the 11th century Turkik invader, Mahmud of Ghazni.  
● His tomb at Bahraich in Uttar Pradesh stands as a place of pilgrimage for a large number 

of Muslims as well as Hindus.  
● He accompanied Mahmud in all his campaigns, including the celebrated expedition to 

Somnath in Kathiawar. It was Masud who supposedly persuaded his uncle to demolish the 
famous idol of Somnath – a deed repeatedly glorified as a great feat in Persian poetry.  

● The most comprehensive source of information about Ghazi Mian is the Mirat-e-Masaud 
(Mirror of Masaud), a 17th century Persian hagiography written by Abdur Rahman Chisti, 
a Sufi saint of the Chisti order.  

● Mughal emperor Akbar is known to have made a land grant in 1571 CE for the sake of 
maintaining Ghazi Miyan’s shrine.  

 
Salar Masud and Raja Suhaldev:  
It is a mix of history and myth.  
As per the records, at Bahraich, in the course of a battle in 1034 CE Masud and a local king by the 
name Suhaldev came face to face.  
During the battle, Masud was wounded by an arrow and succumbed.  
Since he died fulfilling his duties as a warrior, he became a martyr and 
earned the honorary nickname ‘Ghazi Miyan’ or master warrior for faith.  
 
Raja Suhaldev:  
Suhaldev is believed to have been the eldest son of the king of the Bhar 
community, from which emerged the Pasi community, a Dalit caste 
group of the region.  
● Popular history of the region identifies him by several names 

including Suhaldev, Sakardev, Sahardev, and Suhildev. In 
contemporary print culture, however, he is referred to as Raja 
Suhaldev.  

 

3. Moplah martyrs and the rebellion 
Malabar Rebellion leaders Variamkunnath Kunhamed Haji, Ali Musaliar and 387 other ‘Moplah 
martyrs’ will be removed from the Dictionary of Martyrs of India’s Freedom Struggle as per the 
recommendations made by a three-member panel.  
 
What’s the issue?  
In the ‘Dictionary of Martyrs’, published by the Union 
Ministry of Culture in collaboration with the Indian 
Council of Historical Research, Variankunnath 

The story of Pookkottur: The people 
of Pookkottur, which saw a crucial 
battle between the Moplahs and the 
British on August 26, 1921, as part of 
the Malabar Rebellion, use the name 
of the village as their surname. 
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Kunhamad Haji and Ali Musliyar, 
the chief architects of the Moplah 
Massacre, were deemed to be 
martyrs. The book was published in 
2019.  
● However, a report by the ICHR-

constituted committee has 
sought the removal of names 
of 387 ‘Moplah rioters’ 
(Including leaders Ali Musliyar 
and Variamkunnath Ahmad 
Haji) from the list of martyrs. 

 
Why?  
● The report describes Haji as the “notorious Moplah Riot leader” and a “hardcore criminal,” 

who “killed innumerable innocent Hindu men, women, and children during the 1921 Moplah 
Riot, and deposited their bodies in a well, locally known as Thoovoor Kinar”.  

● It also noted that almost all the Moplah outrages were communal. They were against Hindu 
society and done out of sheer intolerance. None of the slogans raised by the rioters were in 
favour of nationalism and anti-British.  

● Also, many ‘Moplah martyrs’ facing trial died from disease or natural causes, and could not be 
treated as martyrs.  

Thus, their names should be deleted.  
 
Who was Haji?  
● Born in the 1870s, he was a brave freedom fighter who stood up to 

the British in Kerala’s Malabar region in the early 20th century and 
even established a short-lived regime of his own.  

● He used art as an instrument to rally the locals against the British.  
● He promised support to the Indian National Congress and Khilafat 

movement against the atrocities of the British and the landlords.  
● For nearly six months, Haji ran a parallel Khilafat regime 

headquartered in Nilambur, with even its own separate passport, 
currency and system of taxation.  

 
How did his rule came to an end?  
The rule did not last long. In January 1922, under the guise of a treaty, the British betrayed Haji 
through his close friend Unyan Musaliyar, arresting him from his hideout and producing him 
before a British judge. He was sentenced to death along with his compatriots.  
 

4. Paika Rebellion 
Who are Paikas?  
Recruited since the 16th century by kings in Odisha from a variety of social groups to render 
martial services in return for rent-free land (nish-kar jagirs) and titles.  

● They were the traditional land-owning militia of Odisha and served as warriors.  
 
How did the rebellion begin?  
● When armies of the East India Company overran most of Odisha in 1803, the Raja of Khurda 

lost his primacy and the power and prestige of the Paikas went on a decline. So, they rebelled 
back.  

● The British were not comfortable with these aggressive, warlike new subjects and set up a 
commission under Walter Ewer to look into the issue.  
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● The commission recommended that the hereditary rent-free lands granted to the Paikas be 

taken over by the British administration and this recommendation was zealously adhered to. 
They revolted against the British.  

● Bakshi Jagabandhu Bidyadhar Mohapatra Bharamarbar Rai, the highest-ranking military 
general of King Khorda Mukund Dev II, led the Paikas to join the uprising.  

● However, the rebellion also had several other underlying causes – like the rise in the price of 
salt, abolition of the cowrie currency for payment of taxes and an overtly extortionist land 
revenue policy.  

  
Outcome:  
Although initially the Company struggled to respond they managed to put down the rebellion by 
May 1817. Many of the Paik leaders were hanged or deported. Jagabandhu surrendered in 1825.  
 
Nationalist movement or a peasant rebellion?  
The Paika Rebellion is one among the peasant rebellions that took place in India when the British 
East India Company was expanding its military enterprise. Because these uprisings violently 
clashed with European colonialists and missionaries on many occasions, their resistance is 
sometimes seen as the first expression of resistance against colonial rule — and therefore 
considered to be “nationalist” in nature." 
 

5. Alluri Sitaram Raju and the Rampa Rebellion 
● Roudram Ranam Rudhiram which is officially titled RRR is said to be a fictional story based on 

the lives of tribal freedom fighters Alluri Sitarama Raju and Komaram Bheem.  
 
About Alluri Sitaram Raju:  
In 1922, Indian revolutionary Alluri Sitaram Raju led the Rampa Rebellion against the British raj 
for their imposition of the 1882 Madras Forest Act, which severely restricted the free movement 
of the tribal community within their own forests.  
● Under the implications of this Act, the community was unable to fully carry out the traditional 

Podu agricultural system, which involved shifting cultivation.  
● The armed struggle came to a violent end in 1924, when Raju was captured by police forces, 

tied to a tree, and shot by a firing squad. His heroics resulted in him being titled manyam 
veerudu, or ‘the hero of the jungle’.  

 
About Kinaram Bheem:  
● Born in Telangana’s Adilabad district in 1901, Bheem was a member of the Gond community 

and grew up in the populated forests of the Chanda and Ballalpur kingdoms.  
● Komaram Bheem had escaped from prison to a tea plantation in Assam. Here, he heard about 

the rebellion being led by Alluri, and found a new sense of inspiration to protect the Gond 
tribe to which he belonged.  

 
Rampa Rebellion:  
The Rampa Rebellion of 1922, also known as the Manyam Rebellion, was a tribal uprising, led by 
Alluri Sitarama Raju in Godavari Agency of Madras Presidency, British India. It began in August 
1922 and lasted until the capture and killing of Raju in May 1924.  
 

6. Bhima Koregaon Battle 
● A battle was fought in Bhima Koregaon, a district in Pune with a strong historical Dalit 

connection, between the Peshwa forces and the British on January 1, 1818. 
● The British army, which comprised mainly of Dalit soldiers, fought the upper caste-dominated 

Peshwa army. The British troops defeated the Peshwa army. 
  
Outcomes of the battle: 
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● The victory was seen as a win against caste-based discrimination and oppression. Peshwas 

were notorious for their oppression and persecution of Mahar dalits. The victory in the battle 
over Peshwas gave dalits a moral victory a victory against caste-based discrimination and 
oppression and sense of identity. 

● However, the divide and rule policy of the British created multiple fissures in Indian society 
which is even visible today in the way of excessive caste and religious discrimination which 
needs to be checked keeping in mind the tenets of the Constitution. 

  
Why Bhima Koregaon is seen as a Dalit symbol? 
● The battle has come to be seen as a symbol of Dalit pride because a large number of soldiers 

in the Company force were the Mahar Dalits. Since the Peshwas, who were Brahmins, were 
seen as oppressors of Dalits, the victory of the Mahar soldiers over the the Peshwa force is 
seen as Dalit assertion. 

● On 1 January 1927, B.R. Ambedkar visited the memorial obelisk erected on the spot which 
bears the names of the dead including nearly two dozen Mahar soldiers. The men who fought 
in the battle of Koregaon were the Mahars, and the Mahars are Untouchables. 

 

7. Mount Harriet renamed after Manipur 
The Centre has rechristened Mount Harriet, a historical tourist spot in the Andaman and Nicobar 
islands, as 'Mount Manipur'.  
 
What is Manipur’s connection to Mount Harriet?  
After the Anglo-Manipur War of 1891, several Manipuris who had fought the British in the war, 
including Maharaja Kulachandra Dhwaja Singh, were exiled to the British penal colony in the 
Andaman Islands.  
Since the cellular jail (Kalapani) was yet to be built, Kulachandra and the prisoners were kept on 
Mount Harriet, a hillock in what is now the Ferragunj tehsil of South Andaman district.  
 
Anglo-Manipur War of 1891- Causes:  
● Considered an epoch in the history of Manipur, the Anglo-Manipur War was fought between 

the kingdom of Manipur and the British over a month in 1891.  
● The battle was triggered by a coup in the palace of Manipur, which had been marked by 

internal factionalism in the years leading up 1891.  
● The British government took advantage of the “internal dissension” among the princes of the 

royal family.  
 
Significance of the war:  
Many say the war was described as a “blow to British prestige”. Despite their victory, it had led to 
the death of five important officers.  
● In India, it was viewed as being part of the general uprising against British rule in the country, 

soon after the Revolt of 1857.  
● The war led to Manipur officially becoming a princely state under the indirect rule of the 

British crown.  
 
About Mount Harriet:  
● Mount Harriet is the third highest peak in the Andaman and Nicobar Islands, and served as 

the summer headquarters of the Chief Commissioner during British Raj.  
● It is believed to be named after British artist and photographer, Harriet Christina Tytler, who 

was the wife of Robert Christopher Tytler, a soldier who served in the British Indian Army.  
 

8. Battle of Saragarhi 
September 12 marks the 124th anniversary of the Battle of Saragarhi that has inspired a host of 
armies, books and films, both at home and abroad.  
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What is the Battle of Saragarhi? 
The Battle of Saragarhi was fought on 12 September 1897. It is considered one of the finest last 
stands in the military history of the world.  

● Twenty-one soldiers from the British Army were pitted against over 8,000 Afridi and 
Orakzai tribals but they managed to hold the fort for seven hours.  

● Though heavily outnumbered, the soldiers of 36th Sikhs platoon led by Havildar Ishar 
Singh, fought till their last breath, killing 200 tribals and injuring 600.  

 
Importance of Saragarhi: 
Saragarhi was the communication tower between Fort Lockhart and Fort Gulistan.  

● The two forts in the rugged North West Frontier Province (NWFP), now in Pakistan, were 
built by Maharaja Ranjit Singh but renamed by the British.  

● Saragarhi helped to link up the two important forts which housed a large number of 
British troops in the rugged terrain of NWFP.  

 
The legacy:  
Making a departure from the tradition of not giving gallantry medals posthumously, Queen 
Victoria awarded the 21 dead soldiers — leaving out the non-combatant — of the 36th Sikh the 
Indian Order of Merit (comparable with the Victoria Cross) along with two ‘marabas’ (50 acres) 
and Rs 500 each.  

● The British, who regained control over the fort after a few days, used burnt bricks of 
Saragarhi to build an obelisk for the martyrs.  

● They also commissioned gurdwaras at Amritsar and Ferozepur in their honour.  
 

9. Martyrs of various uprisings to be considered freedom fighters 
A three-member committee was appointed by the Indian Council of Historic Research (ICHR) to 
review the entries in the fifth volume of the ‘Dictionary of Martyrs: India’s Freedom Struggle 
(1857-1947)’.  
● The committee has recommended that Martyrs of the communist movement of Kerala, 

including the ones killed at the Punnapra-Vayalar, Kayyur, Karivelloor, and Kavumbayi 
uprisings, will remain as freedom fighters in the annals of India’s struggle for Independence.  

 
About the Punnapra-Vayalar uprising:  
● It was a militant communist movement in 1946 in the Princely State of Travancore, British 

India against the Prime Minister, C. P. Ramaswami Iyer and the state.  
● This was a proper struggle against the declaration of 'Independent Travancore' by the then 

Travancore.  
 
The significances of this revolt were:  
(a) It was a unique agitation where the working class rose against the government.  
(b) It saw the people of all classes up in arms against a common tyrant hence it dissolved class and 
religion distinction and induced unity among people.  
(c) It resulted in establishing democracy in the region and also gave a decisive turn to the politics 
of the state.  
 
Implications of the revolt:  
● Historians maintain this was a proper struggle against the declaration of ‘Independent 

Travancore’ by the then Travancore.  
● T K Varghese Vaidyan, a leader of the struggle, had gone on record saying it was a rehearsal 

for a larger revolution with the ultimate objective of establishing a “Communist India”.  
 
Kayyur Incident:  
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● In 1940, peasants there under the leadership of communists rose against the two local jenmis, 

Nambiar of Kalliat and the Nayanar of Karakkatt Edam.  
● Kayyur is considered the cradle of agrarian revolution in Kerala.  
 
The Karivellur uprising:  
It took place on December 20, 1946. The uprising was to fight the landlords who wanted to 
smuggle paddy from the village at a time of acute starvation.  
 

10. Patharughat uprising 
• Twenty-five years before the Jallianwallah Bagh massacre, 

more than a hundred peasants fell to the bullets of the 
British on January 28, 1894 in Assam.  

• The unarmed peasants were protesting against the 
increase in land revenue levied by the colonial 
administration, when the military opened fire.  

• Today a “martyrs column” stands where the incident took 
place — Patharughat, a small village in Assam’s Darrang 
district, 60km northeast of Guwahati. 

 
What led to the Patharughat uprising? 
● After the British annexation of Assam in 1826, surveys of 

the vast lands of the state began. On the basis of such surveys, the British began to impose 
land taxes, much to the resentment of the farmers.  

● In 1893, the British government decided to increase agricultural land tax reportedly by 70- 80 
per cent.  Up until then the peasants would pay taxes in kind or provide a service in lieu of 
cash.  

● In Patharughat, despite these gatherings being democratic, the British perceived them as 
“breeding grounds for sedition” and opened fire. 

 
Why was the incident significant? 
For the larger Assamese community, Patharughat comes second only to the Battle of Saraighat, 
when the Ahoms defeated the Mughals in 1671. 
 

11. Renovated Jallianwala Bagh Complex 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi virtually inaugurated the renovated Jallianwala Bagh complex in 
Amritsar on August 28, 2021. 
 
Background: 
The monument was first opened by 
then President Dr Rajendra Prasad on 
April 13, 1961, as a tribute to the 
victims of the massacre on April 13, 
1919. 
 
The central government set up the 
Jallianwala Bagh National Memorial 
Trust on May 1, 1951. The Prime Minister is the chairman, and permanent members include the 
president of Indian National Congress, Chief Minister of Punjab, Governor of Punjab, Union 
Minister in charge of Culture, and Leader of Opposition in the Lok Sabha. 
 
What’s new at Jallianwala Bagh? 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/07/05/5-explain-the-different-types-of-agriculture-revolutions-that-took-place-post-independence-in-india-also-explain-how-these-revolutions-have-helped-in-bringing-food-security-in-india250-words/&ved=2ahUKEwj_luzH7sjyAhWTbn0KHZbGC6sQFnoECAMQAQ&usg=AOvVaw3FTfGMMfilY45_gh_Y5XCt
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/04/15/insights-into-editorial-jallianwala-bagh-massacre-deep-regret-is-simply-not-good-enough/


 

www.insightsonindia.com                                                          52                                                                      InsightsIAS 

INSTA PT 2022 EXCLUSIVE (ART AND CULTURE) 

NOTES 
● A 28-minute Sound and Light show re-enacting the events of April 13, 1919, will be shown 

every evening. A Salvation Ground has been built for visitors to sit in silence to honour the 
martyrs. 

● Several new sculptures of martyrs have come up. 
● Four new galleries have been created through adaptive re-use of underutilised buildings in 

the complex. The galleries depict the history of Punjab, history of the freedom movement, 
and the Gadhar movement. 

● It also has a sculpture of Guru Nanak Dev, Sikh warrior Banda Singh Bahadur, and a statue of 
Maharaja Ranjit Singh. 

 
Why is there a controversy regarding the latest revamp? 
● The Jallianwala Bagh has undergone several repairs and touch-ups over the years. But the 

narrow passage leading to the Bagh, had remained untouched for almost 100 years. While 
many other things changed, the thin entrance made of Nanakshahi bricks through which 
Dyer’s soldiers marched into the Bagh, continued to evoke the horrors of that day. In July 
2020, it was rebuilt into a gallery with murals, leaving no trace of the old passage. 

● The famous ‘Shahidi Khu’ or Martyrs Well, into which people jumped to escape the hail of 
bullets, is now enclosed in a glass shield — the decision has been criticised since it is 
perceived to restrict the view. 

 
On April 13, 1919, British forces opened fire on unarmed Indians at Jallianwala Bagh killing 
hundreds of people. 
 
About the incident: 

• April 13, 1919, It was Baisakhi that day, a harvest festival popular in Punjab and parts of north 
India. Local residents in Amritsar decided to hold a meeting that day to discuss and protest 
against the confinement of Satya Pal and Saifuddin Kitchlew, two leaders fighting for 
Independence, and implementation of the Rowlatt Act, which armed the British government 
with powers to detain any person without trial. 

• The crowd had a mix of men, women and children. They all gathered in a park called the 
Jallianwala Bagh, walled on all sides but for a few small gates, against the orders of the British. 
The protest was a peaceful one, and the gathering included pilgrims visiting the Golden 
Temple who were merely passing through the park, and some who had not come to protest. 

• While the meeting was on, Brigadier-General Reginald Edward Harry Dyer, ordered soldiers 
to open fire on the crowd. Many tried in vain to scale the walls to escape. Many jumped into 
the well located inside the park. 

  
Outcomes: 
1. Considered ‘The Butcher of Amritsar’ in the aftermath of the massacre, General Dyer was 

removed from command and exiled to Britain. 
2. Rabindranath Tagore and Mahatma Gandhi, as a sign of condemnation, renounced their 

British Knighthood and Kaiser-i-Hind medal respectively. 
3. In 1922, the infamous Rowlett Act was repealed by the British. 
 
To keep in mind this significance of this place, a trust was founded in 1920 to build a memorial 
site at Jallianwala Bagh. American architect, Benjamin Polk, built the memorial site which was 
inaugurated by the then President of India, Rajendra Prasad on 13 April 1961. 
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12. Chauri Chaura incident 
February 4th 2021 marks hundred years of 
the Chauri Chaura incident that had led to 
Mahatma Gandhi calling off the Non-
cooperation Movement. 
 
What is Chauri Chaura incident? 
● The incident occurred at Chauri Chaura 

in the Gorakhpur district of the United 
Province, (modern Uttar Pradesh) in 
British India. 

● During this incident, a large group of 
protesters, participating in the Non-
cooperation movement, clashed with 
police, who opened fire. 

● The demonstrators attacked and set fire 
to a police station in retaliation, killing 
all of its occupants. 

● In response to this, Mahatma Gandhi, 
who was strictly against violence, halted 
the Non-cooperation Movement on the 
national level on 12 February 1922, as a 
direct result of this incident. 

 

13. Flag Satyagraha 
The Ministry of Culture on 18th June had 
organised a programme to observe the Flag 
Satyagraha in Jabalpur, Madhya Pradesh.  
 
What is Flag Satyagraha?  
1. The Flag Satyagraha movement by the 

freedom fighters shook the British 
government and it infused a new life 
into the freedom movement.  

2. Also called the Jhanda Satyagraha, it 
was held in Jabalpur and Nagpur in 
1923.  

3. The news of flag hoisting in Jabalpur 
spread like fire in the country and after 
flags were hoisted at several places 
across the country.  

 
Significance:  
It is a campaign of peaceful civil disobedience that focused on exercising the right and freedom 
to hoist the nationalist flag and challenge the legitimacy of the British Rule in India through the 
defiance of laws prohibiting the hoisting of nationalist flags and restricting civil freedoms.  
 
Outcomes:  
The arrest of nationalist protestors demanding the right to hoist the flag caused an outcry across 
India.  
● Nationalist leaders such as Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, Jamnalal Bajaj, Chakravarthi 

Rajagopalachari, Dr. Rajendra Prasad and Vinoba Bhave organised the revolt and thousands 
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of people from different regions traveled to Nagpur and other parts of the Central Provinces 
to participate in civil disobedience.  

● In the end, the British negotiated an agreement with Patel and other Congress leaders 
permitting the protestors to conduct their march unhindered and obtaining the release of all 
those arrested.  

 

14. Sabarmati Ashram 
Mahatma Gandhi set up the ashram and lived there from 1917 to 1930.  
● It was from his base here that Gandhi led the Dandi march also known as the Salt Satyagraha 

on 12 March 1930.  
● Originally called the Satyagraha Ashram, reflecting the movement toward passive resistance 

launched by the Mahatma, the Ashram became home to the ideology that set India free.  
 
Its role in freedom struggle:  
● Experiments in living. farming, animal husbandry, cow breeding, Khadi and related 

constructive activities. For Gandhi freedom did not just mean no British rule, but freedom 
from social evils and freedom to live a satyagrahi lifestyle. He developed those in Sabarmati.  

● Idea of Dignity in Labour: Intrinsic to the independence movement was upliftment of the 
masses. Campaigns for cleanliness became a part of the Gandhian idea of a new India and In 
Sabarmati Ashram both Gandhi Ji and Kasturbaji cleaned the Ashram themselves.  

● Schools: While at the Ashram, Gandhi formed a school that focused on manual labour, 
agriculture, and literacy to advance his efforts for self-sufficiency. During the freedom 
struggle many Indian schools were opened as an alternate to British schools.  

● Dandi March: From the Ashram, on 12 March 1930, Gandhi launched the famous Dandi 
march (with 78 companions) in protest of the British Salt Law.  

● Home to leaders: Vinoba Bhave lived here as did Miraben.  
 

15. Salt Satyagraha 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi has flagged off the foot march to re-enact the historic Mahatma 
Gandhi-led Salt March, while launching the ‘Azadi Ka Amrut Mahotsav’, the government’s 
initiative to mark 75 years of India’s Independence.  
 
About the 75th anniversary celebrations:  
To be continued till August 15, 2023 under five themes of the celebrations as the guiding force for 
moving forward, keeping dreams and duties as the inspiration. The themes are:  
1. Freedom Struggle.  
2. Ideas at 75.  
3. Achievements at 75.  
4. Actions at 75.  
5. Resolves at 75.  
 
About the Salt Satyagraha:  
On March 12, 1930, Mahatma Gandhi embarked a 
historic Salt March from Sabarmati Ashram in Gujarat’s 
Ahmedabad to the village of Dandi in the state’s coastal 
area to protest against the steep tax the British levied on 
salt.  
● The Salt March began on March 12, 1930 and 

continued till April 6, 1930.  
● It was a 24-day Salt March, which was non-violent in nature, is historically significant as it led 

to the mass Civil Disobedience Movement.  
● Upon reaching the seashore in Dandi, Mahatma Gandhi broke the law by producing illegal 

salt.  
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Why Gandhiji chose Salt Satyagraha to start the civil disobedience movement?  
● In every Indian household, salt was indispensable, yet people were forbidden from making 

salt even for domestic use, compelling them to buy it from shops at a high price. 
● The state monopoly over salt was deeply unpopular; by making it his target, Gandhiji hoped 

to mobilise a wider discontent against British rule. 
● Salt was chosen to symbolize the start of civil disobedience movement because salt was 

deemed as something on which each Indian had the basic right.  
 

16. 110th anniversary of the first time Jana Gana Mana, India's national 
anthem was sung publicly 

● December 27 marks the 110th anniversary of the first time Jana Gana Mana, India's national 
anthem was sung publicly at the Calcutta session of the Indian National Congress in 1911.  

● Jana Gana Mana was later adopted as the national anthem by India's Constituent Assembly 
on January 24, 1950.  

● Rabindranath Tagore composed Bharata Bhagyo Bidhata. The first stanza of it, Jana Gana 
Mana, is now our national anthem.  

 

17. 75 yrs of Constituent Assembly’s 1st sitting 
The Constituent Assembly of India had held its first meeting 75 years ago on December 9, 1946.  
● Distinguished people from different parts of India, different backgrounds and even differing 

ideologies came together with one aim- to give the people of India a worthy Constitution.  
 
What do you need to know about the Constituent Assembly of India?  
1. The idea of a constituent assembly was put forward for the first time by MN Roy.  
2. In 1935, the Indian National Congress (INC), for the first time, officially called for a constituent 

assembly to frame a constitution for India.  
3. In 1938, J Nehru made this emphatic statement regarding the constitution- ‘The constitution 

of free India must be framed, without outside interference, by a constituent assembly elected 
on the basis of adult franchise’  

4. The demand for a constituent assembly was accepted for the first time by the British through 
their ‘August offer’ of 1940.  

5. Eventually, a constituent assembly was established under the provisions of the Cabinet 
Mission plan.  

6. It was constituted in 1946.  
 
Some of the important aspects related to this are:  
● Total strength of the assembly: 389.  
● 296 seats for British India and 93 seats to princely states.  
● 292 seats allocated for British India were to be from eleven governor’s provinces and four 

from Chief commissioner’s provinces.  
● Seats were allocated based on proportion to their respective population.  
● Seats allocated to each British province were to be decided among the three principal 

communities- Muslims, Sikhs and general.  
● Representatives of each communities were to be elected by members of that community in 

the provincial legislative assembly and voting was to be by the method of proportional 
representation by means of single transferrable vote.  

● Representatives of princely states were to be nominated by head of these princely states.  
 
Some observations regarding the composition:  
● Partly elected and partly nominated.  
● Indirect election by provincial assemblies who themselves were elected on a limited franchise.  
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● Though an indirect mode of election, it included representatives from all sections of the 

society.  
● Muslim league did not participate in the first meeting.  
● Constituent assembly held 11 sessions over two years, 11 months and 18 days.  
● Last session of the constituent assembly was held on January 24, 1950.  
 
Constituent assembly acted as the temporary legislature until a new one was to be constituted. 
Some of the functions it performed at this stage were:  
1. Ratification of India’s membership of the commonwealth.  
2. It adopted the national flag.  
3. It adopted the national anthem.  
4. Adoption of National song.  
5. Electing Dr Rajendra Prasad as the first President of India.  
 
Criticism of the constituent assembly:  
1. Not a representative body since members were not directly elected.  
2. It was not a sovereign body since it was established based on British order.  
3. It consumed unduly long time to make the constitution.  
4. It was dominated predominantly by congress party.  
5. It was dominated by lawyer-politician to a greater degree.  
6. It was dominated by Hindus predominantly.  
 

18. Why Republic Day is celebrated on January 26th?  
The Constitution came into effect on January 26, 1950, a date specially chosen to coincide with 
the anniversary of ‘Purna Swaraj Diwas’.   
January 26, 1930 was marked as ‘Purna Swaraj Diwas’, or the day the nation would attain 
complete freedom from its colonisers by the Congress.  
● The members of the drafting committee felt that the birth of the constitution should be 

observed on a day that held some significance in their fight for independence.  
● When India was ultimately granted freedom by the British in 1947, but on August 15 and not 

January 26, the date was instead assigned to celebrating India’s Republic Day.  
● This was the day the Indian Independence Act was consequently repealed and India was 

established as a democratic republic, no longer a dominion of the British Crown.  
 

19. Goa Liberation Day 
60th Goa Liberation Day was celebrated on 19th December, 2021 in commemoration of the 
Indian armed forces freeing Goa from Portuguese colonial rule.  
 
Why is this event significant?  
Although India attained independence from British rule back in 1947, it would still take Goa – 
which was a Portuguese colony at the time – 14 more years to be liberated from foreign control. 
Finally, on December 19, 1961, Indian armed personnel managed to wrest control of Goa from 
the Portuguese, ending around 450 years of colonial rule.  
 
About Operation Vijay:  
Portuguese were the first ones to colonize parts of India and were the last to leave.  
The Portuguese invaded Goa in the year 1510.  
● Operation Vijay began on December 17, 1961, when the then Prime Minister Jawaharlal 

Nehru ordered the invasion. With a force of almost 30,000, the Indian attack overpowered 
the ill-prepared Portuguese 3,000 member army.  

● With minimal blood shed, the attack was successful and was carried forward to retrieve the 
other Portuguese-controlled areas, Daman and Diu.  
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● At this point on December 18, the Portuguese Governor General Vassalo da Silva gave up 

control of the Union Territory of Goa, Daman and Diu.  
 
Goa Opinion Poll 
● The Goa Opinion Poll was a referendum held in the state of Goa, India, on 16 January 1967, to 

decide the future of the Union Territory of Goa, Daman and Diu within the Indian Union.  
● Although popularly called an opinion poll, it was in fact, a referendum, as the results of the 

poll were binding on the government of India.  
● The referendum offered the people of Goa a choice between continuing as a union territory 

or merging with the state of Maharashtra. It is the only referendum to have been held in 
independent India.  

● The people of Goa voted against the merger and Goa continued to be a union territory. 
Subsequently, in 1987, Goa became a full-fledged state within the Indian Union.  

 

20. Atlantic Charter 
Context:  
U.S. Air Force Brigadier General Robert Spalding has announced the Digital Atlantic Charter 
initiative, a public-private effort focused on safeguarding democracies worldwide.  
 
About the initiative:  
● It is created in the spirit of the Atlantic Charter and following the recent AUKUS trilateral 

security partnership between Australia, U.K. and the U.S.  
● The initiative supports countries in every region of the world as they work to protect and 

ensure the resilience of their critical infrastructure.  
● The initiative provides policy advice, an investment vehicle and a technology development 

platform to help government agencies and commercial entities counter digital 
authoritarianism.  

 
Background:  
President Joe Biden and British Prime Minister Boris Johnson has recently inspected documents 
related to the Atlantic Charter, a declaration signed by British Prime Minister Winston Churchill 
and U.S. President Franklin D. Roosevelt in August 1941.  
● The two leaders plan to sign what they’re calling a new Atlantic Charter, pledging to “defend 

the principles, values, and institutions of democracy and open societies.”  
 
About the Atlantic Charter:  
The Atlantic Charter was a joint declaration issued during World War II (1939-45) by the United 
States and Great Britain that set out a vision for the postwar world.  
● First announced on August 14, 1941, a group of 26 Allied nations eventually pledged their 

support by January 1942.  
● Among its major points were a nation’s right to choose its own government, the easing of 

trade restrictions and a plea for postwar disarmament.  
● The document is considered one of the first key steps toward the establishment of the United 

Nations in 1945.  
 
What Was Included In The Atlantic Charter?  
The Atlantic Charter included eight common principles. This includes:  
1. The United States and Britain agreed not to seek territorial gains from the war, and they 

opposed any territorial changes made against the wishes of the people concerned.  
2. To support the restoration of self-government to those nations who had lost it during the 

war.  
3. People should have the right to choose their own form of government.  
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NOTES 
Government Initiatives 

 

1. Adarsh Smarak Scheme 
Monuments at Nagarjunakonda, Budhhist remains at Salihundam and Veerabhadra Temple at 
Lepakshi are identified as ‘Adarsh Smarak’ in Andhra Pradesh for providing additional facilities.  
 
About the Adarsh Smarak scheme:  
● Launched in 2014 for providing improved visitor amenities, especially for the physically 

challenged.  
● Implemented by the Ministry of Culture.  
● The civic amenities are being augmented at the protected sites under the scheme.  
● Archaeological Survey of India had identified 100 monuments as “Adarsh Smarak” for 

upgradation.  
Objectives of the Scheme:  
1. To make the monument visitor friendly.  
2. To provide interpretation and audio-video centers.  
3. To make the monument accessible to differently-abled people.  
4. To implement Swachh Bharat Abhiyan.  
 

2. Historic Urban Landscape Project 
Madhya Pradesh has launched UNESCO’s ‘Historic Urban Landscape’ project for Gwalior and 
Orchha cities of State.  
● The development and management plan of these cities will be prepared by UNESCO.  
● All aspects including history, culture, food, lifestyle, economic development, community 

development will be included in it.  
These places will now be jointly developed by UNESCO, Government of India and Madhya 
Pradesh by focusing on their historical and cultural improvement.  
 
Background:  
Gwalior and Orchha in Madhya Pradesh were included in the list of UNESCOs world heritage cities 
under its urban landscape city programme in December 2020.  
 
Gwalior:  
● Gwalior was established in the 9th century and ruled by Gurjar Pratihar Rajvansh, Tomar, 

Baghel Kachvaho and Scindias.  
 
Orchha:  
● Orchha is popular for its temples and palaces and was the capital of the Bundela kingdom in 

the 16th century.  
● The famous spots in the town are Raj Mahal, Jehangir Mahal, Ramraja Temple, Rai Praveen 

Mahal, and Laxminarayan Mandir.  
 
About the ‘Historic Urban Landscape’ Approach:  
It was adopted in 2011 at UNESCO’s General Conference.  
● UNESCO defines HUL approach as an integrated approach towards managing heritage 

resources found within dynamic and evolving environments.  
● HUL acknowledges the interconnections within a city, which occur between the built and 

natural environments, the tangible and intangible values, as well as within the cultural and 
social practices of a community.  

● The approach addresses the policy, governance and management concerns involving a variety 
of stakeholders, including local, national, regional, international, public and private actors in 
the urban development process.  
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NOTES 
Language / Script / Inscriptions 

 

1. Tolkappiyam 
● The Hindi translation of Tolkappiyam and the Kannada translations of 9 works of Classical 

Tamil literature were recently issued by the Minister of State for Education.  
● Tamil literature goes back to the Sangam Era, named after the assembly (sangam) of poets.  
● Tolkappiyam was authored by Tolkappiyar and is considered the earliest of Tamil literary 

work.  
● Though it is a work on Tamil grammar, it also provides insights on the political and socio-

economic conditions of the time.  
 

2. Shankhalipi script 
Archeologists have found 'shankhalipi' inscriptions on the stairs on an ancient temple dating back 
to the Gupta period in Uttar Pradesh's Etah district.  
● The inscriptions mention ‘Sri Mahendraditya’, the title of Kumaragupta I of the Gupta 

dynasty.  
 
Significance of the latest findings:  
Two decorative pillars close to one another, with human figurines have been discovered at Bilsarh 
site. The discovery becomes significant since only two other structural temples from the Gupta 
age have been found so far — Dashavatara Temple (Deogarh) and Bhitargaon Temple (Kanpur 
Dehat).  
 
Who was Kumaragupta I?  
● In the 5th century, Kumaragupta I ruled for 40 years over north-central India.  
● He was the son of the Gupta emperor Chandragupta II and queen Dhruvadevi.  
● Kumaragupta performed an Ashvamedha sacrifice.  
● He may have subdued the Aulikaras of central India and the Traikutakas of western India.  
● The Bhitari pillar inscription states that his successor Skandagupta restored the fallen fortunes 

of the Gupta family.  
 
Administration:  
Kumaradeva ruled his empire through governors (Uparikas), who bore the title Maharaja ("great 
king"), and administered various provinces (Bhuktis).  
 
The districts (vishayas) of the provinces were administered by 
district magistrates (Vishyapatis), who were supported by an 
advisory council comprising:  
1. The town president or mayor (Nagara-Shreshtin).  
2. Rhe representative of the merchant guild (Sarthavaha).  
3. The chief of the artisan guild (Prathama-Kulika).  
4. The chief of the guild of writers or scribes (Prathama-

Kayastha).  
 
About the Shankhalipi script:  
● Shankhalipi or “shell-script” describe ornate spiral characters assumed to be Brahmi 

derivatives that look like conch shells or shankhas.  
● They are found in inscriptions across north-central India and date to between the 4th and 8th 

centuries.  
● The inscriptions consist of a small number of characters, suggesting that the shell inscriptions 

are names or auspicious symbols or a combination of the two.  
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NOTES 
● The script was discovered in 1836 on a brass trident in Uttarakhand’s Barahat by English 

scholar James Prinsep, who was the founding editor of the Journal of the Asiatic Society of 
Bengal.  

 

3. The history of Tulu and the demand for official language status 
Clamour grows for Tulu to be included in the eighth schedule of the Constitution and given 
official language status in Karnataka and Kerala.  
 
About Tulu language:  
● Tulu is a Dravidian language spoken mainly in two coastal districts Dakshina Kannada and 

Udupi of Karnataka and Kasaragod district of Kerala.  
● As per the 2011 Census report, there are 18,46,427 Tulu-speaking people in India.  
● Robert Caldwell (1814-1891), in his book, A Comparative Grammar of the Dravidian or 

South-Indian Family of Languages, called Tulu “one of the most highly developed languages 
of the Dravidian family”.  

● Tulu has a rich oral literature tradition with folk-song forms like paddana, and traditional folk 
theatre yakshagana.  

 
Eighth schedule to the Constitution:  
Part XVII of the Indian constitution deals with the official languages in Articles 343 to 351.  
The Constitutional provisions related to the Eighth Schedule are:  
1. Article 344: Article 344(1) provides for the constitution of a Commission by the President on 

expiration of five years from the commencement of the Constitution.  
2. Article 351: It provides for the spread of the Hindi language to develop it so that it may serve 

as a medium of expression for all the elements of the composite culture of India.  
Assamese, Bengali, Gujarati, Hindi, Kannada, Kashmiri, Konkani, Malayalam, Manipuri, Marathi, 
Nepali, Oriya, Punjabi, Sanskrit, Sindhi, Tamil, Telugu, Urdu, Bodo, Santhali, Maithili and Dogri are 
the 22 languages presently in the eighth schedule to the Constitution.  
 

4. Mongolian Kanjur Manuscripts 
The Culture Ministry has informed that reprinting of about 100 sets of sacred Mongolian Kanjur 
will be completed by next year for distribution in the main centres of Buddhism in Mongolia.  
 
What is Mongolian Kanjur?  
In the Mongolian language ‘Kanjur’ means ‘Concise 
Orders’- the words of Lord Buddha in particular.  
● It is held in high esteem by Mongolian Buddhists 

and they worship the Kanjur at temples and recite 
the lines of Kanjur in daily life as a sacred ritual.  

● The Mongolian Kanjur has been translated from 
Tibetan. The language of the Kanjur is Classical Mongolian.  

 
Historical connection between India and Mongolia:  
● Historical interaction between India and Mongolia goes back centuries.  
● Buddhism was carried to Mongolia by Indian cultural and religious ambassadors during the 

early Christian era.  
● As a result, today, Buddhists form the single largest religious denomination in Mongolia. 
● India established formal diplomatic relations with Mongolia in 1955.  
 
Background:  
India possesses an estimate of ten million manuscripts, probably the largest collection in the 
world. These cover a variety of themes, textures and aesthetics, scripts, languages, calligraphies, 
illuminations and illustrations. 
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NOTES 
Miscellaneous 

 

1. GI Tag 
An application seeking Geographical Indication (GI) tag for the Arunachal Pradesh Apatani textile 
product has been filed by a firm, Zeet Zeero Producer Company Ltd.  
 
Apatani weave:  
● The Apatani weave comes from the Apatani tribe living at 

Ziro, the headquarters of Lower Subansiri district.  
● The woven fabric of this tribe is known for its geometric and 

zigzag patterns and for its angular designs.  
● The tribe predominantly weaves shawls known as jig-jiro, and 

jilan or jackets called supuntarii.  
● The people use leaves and plant resources for organic dyeing 

of the cotton yarns in their traditional ways. And only women 
folk are engaged in weaving.  

 
About GI tag: 
A GI is primarily an agricultural, natural or a manufactured product (handicrafts and industrial 
goods) originating from a definite geographical territory. 

● Typically, such a name conveys an assurance of quality and distinctiveness, which is 
essentially attributable to the place of its origin. 

 
Security: 
Once the GI protection is granted, no other producer can misuse the name to market similar 
products. It also provides comfort to customers about the authenticity of that product. 
 
Who is a registered proprietor of a geographical indication? 

● Any association of persons, producers, organisation or authority established by or under 
the law can be a registered proprietor. 

● Their name should be entered in the Register of Geographical Indication as registered 
proprietor for the Geographical Indication applied for. 

 
How long the registration of Geographical Indication is valid? 

● The registration of a geographical indication is valid for a period of 10 years. 
● It can be renewed from time to time for further period of 10 years each. 

In India, Geographical Indications registration is administered by the Geographical Indications of 
Goods (Registration and Protection) Act, 1999 which came into force with effect from September 
2003. The first product in India to be accorded with GI tag was Darjeeling tea in the year 2004-05. 
 

2. Hazaras of Afghanistan:  
● Hazara is an ethnic group from Afghanistan.  
● They are believed to be descendants of the founder of the Mongol empire, Genghis Khan, and 

his army that overran the entire region during the 13th century.  
● Their distinct Asiatic features and use of a Persian dialect called Hazaragi also sets them apart 

from the rest of the country.  
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3. Chakmas and Hajongs:  
● Chakmas and Hajongs were originally residents of 

Chittagong Hill Tracts in the erstwhile East Pakistan. 
They left their homeland when it was submerged by 
the Kaptai dam project in the 1960s.  

● The Chakmas, who are Buddhists, and the Hajongs, 
who are Hindus, also allegedly faced religious 
persecution and entered India through the then 
Lushai Hills district of Assam (now Mizoram). The 
Centre moved the majority of them to the North 
East Frontier Agency (NEFA), which is now 
Arunachal Pradesh.  

● Their numbers have gone up from about 5,000 in 1964-69 to one lakh. At present, they don’t 
have citizenship and land rights but are provided basic amenities by the state government.  
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