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Constitution (First Amendment Act), 1951 
Syllabus: GS 2; PSIR: Paper 1B Salient Features of the Indian Constitution: 

 

The Constitution (First Amendment Act), 1951 remains one of the most deeply contested changes to the 
Indian Constitution. The First Amendment was debated over 16 days and brought about barely 16 
months after the Indian Constitution was adopted. 

The amendment was unique in that it was made by the Provisional Parliament. Once the Constitution 
was adopted in 1950, the Constituent Assembly was dissolved, and the Dominion Parliament, with the 
same members, was renamed the Provisional Parliament. 
Reasons for amendments: 

 Partition:  The communal riots were going on in West Bengal and in the Punjab region due to 

partition. In order to legitimize the use of force to control the riots the amendments were 

necessary. 

 Correcting the errors during the drafting. 

 Land reforms laws were in conflict with right to proper under Part III of the constitution. 

 Empower state to make special provisions to weak and vulnerable section. 

 The immediate reasons were  

o Supreme Court and High Court judgments that had struck down provisions of public 

safety laws, press related laws and criminal provisions that were deemed to be 

incompatible with the constitutional right to freedom of speech. 

Table 6.1 shows the laws and cases which Supreme Court read down. 

 
Amendments: 

 Empowered the state to make special provisions for the advancement of socially and 

economically backward classes. Article  

 Provided for the saving of laws providing for acquisition of estates, etc. 

 Added Ninth Schedule to protect the land reforms and other laws included in it from the judicial 

review. After Article 31, Articles 31A and 31B were inserted. 

 Added three more grounds of restrictions on freedom of speech and expression: public order, 

friendly relations with foreign states and incitement to an offence. Also, it made the restrictions 

‘reasonable’ and thus, justiciable in nature. 

 Provided that state trading and nationalisation of any trade or business by the state is not to be 

invalid on the ground of violation of the right to trade or business. 
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During the debate, some members even questioned the authority of the Provincial Parliament to 

amend the constitution, as it was not an elected body.  However Nehru in defence of the amendment 

said, “There is no doubt that this House has that authority. There is no doubt about that, and here, I 

am talking not of the legal or constitutional authority, but of moral authority, because it is, roughly 

speaking, this House that made the Constitution”. 

 
Defending the amendments Thakur Das Bhargav said “I maintain that there is no civilized country in 
the world with a written or unwritten Constitution which is not armed with provisions relating to 
sedition or to meet situations as lead to public disorder”. 
 
Significance of the amendment 
 

 It empowered state to add reasonable restrictions in order to prevent violence and preserve 

unity and integrity of the nation. 

 Adding to Ninth Schedule made land reforms possible.  Government was able to enact 

Zamindari abolition laws and add that to Ninth schedule to put restriction on judicial review 

 It empowered state to enable affirmative actions towards the weak and vulnerable section of 

the society. 

 It empowered state to nationalize any industry.  Example: Government became monopoly in 

aviation, atomic energy sector etc. 

 
Conflict with FR 

1st constitution amendment is significant because it had a lot of conflict with Fundament rights. For 
instance, 
 

 Article 19: Freedom of speech and expression was restricted based on public order, friendly 

relations with foreign states and incitement to an offence.  

o  However these amendments were criticized for being too vague, and giving unlimited 

powers to the executive. 

o In the words of Thakus Das Bhargava: amendments proposed were “too vague, too 

wide and too drastic and too unbridled”.   The restrictions involving friendly relations 

with foreign states and public order were vague, the latter so wide that is was “unheard 

of even in the history of the British regime”.  The term “incitement to offence” was not 

defined at all. 

 
o Shyam Prakash Mukherjee criticizing Nehru said that he was perplexed why someone 

who had been a “champion of liberty” all his life should now undertake an 

amendment which he must know in “his heart of hearts” would strike at the very 

roots of the Constitution. 

 
o Kripalani had been the chairman of the Fundamental Rights Committee in the 

Constituent Assembly criticizing “public order” restriction said “If a procession is taken 

out public order is disturbed.  If some students want some facilities in their schools 

and colleges, public order is disturbed. When public order is thus disturbed, what do 

the Government do? They have ample powers. They use the police. Our police are 

very good at shooting. They shoot to kill. 
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 Article 15: The amendment is also in conflict with Article 15(3) which prohibits discrimination 

based on Race, religion, sex etc. In order to implement Directive principle of state policy 

(DPSP) of empowering the weak and vulnerable section under Article 46, the amendment 

empowered state to make special provision for them. 

o Dr B. R. Ambedkar, to mount an attack on the Courts themselves. In describing the 

Champakam judgement striking down reservations as “utterly unsatisfactory. In that 

case, a Brahmin woman in Madras challenged the state's Communal General Order, 

which established caste quotas in government-supported medical and engineering 

schools, on the grounds that it denied her equality under the law; both courts had 

upheld her petition. 

 

 Article 31: It also came in conflict with Right to property which was back then was fundamental 

right.  In order has equitable wealth which is under Article 39(b) (c) of DPSP, Ninth schedule 

was added. 

 Article 19(g): In order to tackle the food scarcity and scarcity of other essential items, restriction 

on trade guaranteed under Article 19(g) was brought in. 

 Some members like G. Durgabai expressed the worry that the amended right could be abused 

by state legislatures, and so wished to give Parliament the exclusive power to restrict 

fundamental rights. 

 

 Even contemporary scholars like Ramachandra Guha has claimed that its long-term 

consequences were regrettable from a free speech point of view, for it resurrected colonial 

laws which the Constitution had sought to remove, and allowed the Government a great deal 

of leeway in suppressing dissent and criticism without leaving the Courts much room to protect 

it. 

 
However we have to see the context in which the amendments were made.  The country was reeling in 
violence due to partition, food shortage due to Bengal famine and all these were challenging to 
existence of the newly formed nation.   
 
As Dr B R Ambedkar says, “However good a Constitution may be, if those who are implementing it are 
not good, it will prove to be bad. However bad a Constitution may be, if those implementing it are 
good, it will prove to be good”.  The executive should restrict itself from exercising the discretionary 
power often and try to build consensus by debate and deliberation. 
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Indian Judiciary 
Syllabus: GS 2; PSIR: Paper 1B Salient Features of the Indian Constitution 

 
India has become a judicial democracy like the US, claimed political science scholar Lord Bhikhu 
Parekh while outlining the issues, challenges and hopes for the Indian democracy. On several 
occasions, the Supreme Court has saved the parliamentary system. For instance,  
 

o Vishaka guidelines in 1986 where there was no legislation regarding Sexual harassment at 

workplace. Vishaka guidelines acted as framework during the formulation of Sexual 

harassment at workplace till 2008.   

 
o Justice Puttaswamy case where Supreme Court declared privacy as fundamental right.  These 

judgments had far reaching impact on law making and democracy in India. Puttaswamy case 

led to formation of committee headed by B N Krishna to formulate policy on data protection.  

With advent of pandemic the world is going towards digital faster than expected, the law 

regarding the privacy of citizens was necessary. 

 

 
 
 
Thus Bikhu parekh calls India a judicial democracy. 
 
However Prathap Banu Metha argues that Indian judiciary is going through ‘Judicial barbarism’.  
 
He further argues that, the first is the overwhelming appearance of arbitrariness in judicial decision-
making. The application of law becomes so dependent on the arbitrary whims of individual judges that 
the rule of law or constitutional terms no longer have any meaning. 
 

The symptoms of judicial barbarism are refusal of court to do timely hearings of cases that go to the 

heart of the institutional integrity of a democracy. For instance, 

 Electoral bond scheme, it authorizes limitless, anonymous, corporate donations to political 

party. 

 Dilution of Article 370 which has significant question of law involved. For instance, 

o Question of Centre can take advantage of an article 365 in a state when no elected 

government or assembly is in existence to make permanent irreversible alterations

  

o Whether under constitution union legislative has the authority not simply to alter state 

boundaries , also to degrade state into union territory  

o It also means that Indian federal structure is entirely at the mercy of parliament 



News2Notes
 PSI
R 

www.insightsonindia.com Page 10 

 

 

 

 Arnab Goswami gets the bail case hearing immediately, an 80-year-old social activist who is 

suffering from Parkinson’s was denied a straw, and the court will do a hearing in its own time. 

 

 Justice SA Bobde’s reported intervention that the Supreme Court was trying to discourage the 

use of Article 32 

 
Gautam Bhatia has termed these developments as Judicial Inactivism.  He argues, Judicial Evasion of 
this kind is also damaging for the accountability of the judiciary itself. 
 
Sources 
https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/supreme-court-arnab-goswami-bail-article-32-
pratap-bhanu-mehta-7055067/ 
https://www.dnaindia.com/ahmedabad/report-india-is-becoming-a-judicial-democracy-lord-bhikhu-
parekh-1875639 

 

The Paradox of ‘Centralised Federalism’ 
Syllabus: GS 2; PSIR: Paper 1B 

The Indian model of federalism may be one of the most interesting typologies in the world, characterized 

as it is by a paradox, to begin with: that of being a “centralized federalism.” The article highlights the 

different patterns of Indian federal response shaped by various political factors over time, and offers 

recommendations for strengthening India’s federal design. 

According to George Anderson, Federalism: An Introduction The term ‘federalism’ refers to the 

constitutionally allocated distribution of powers between two or more levels of government in the 

modern nation-state system—one, at the national level and the other, at the provincial, state or local 

level. 

‘Federation’ is derived from the Latin word foedus, which means treaty or agreement. A federation, 

therefore, is a political system that is formed through a treaty or agreement between its various 

constituent units. 

There are two types of federation 

 When few contiguous provincial units voluntarily come together to form a strong union, a 

federation is formed. The US is a classic example of a ‘federation of states.’ This is called 

“coming together model”. 

 When the geographically vast and culturally diverse state gives autonomy to its provinces for 

administrative convenience and for representing the regional interests. This model of federation 

is called the “holding together model”. 

Indian federalism has been broadly designed based on the second model.  

Indian Constitution has structurally made the Union government more powerful than the states—

therefore the seeming paradox of “centralized federalism.”  

https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/supreme-court-arnab-goswami-bail-article-32-pratap-bhanu-mehta-7055067/
https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/supreme-court-arnab-goswami-bail-article-32-pratap-bhanu-mehta-7055067/
https://www.dnaindia.com/ahmedabad/report-india-is-becoming-a-judicial-democracy-lord-bhikhu-parekh-1875639
https://www.dnaindia.com/ahmedabad/report-india-is-becoming-a-judicial-democracy-lord-bhikhu-parekh-1875639
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To understand the design of Indian federal system it has to be looked from the context of their fear of 

further disunity and secessionist tendencies in the country which was already being subjected to 

partition. 

Political scientist, Philip Mahwood, has argued that in culturally diverse, developing countries like India, 

federalism is chosen not merely for administrative requirements but for the very survival of the nation.  

During the Constituent Assembly debates, the first prime minister, Jawaharlal Nehru cautioned that “it 

would be injurious to the interests of the country to provide for a weak central authority which would 

be incapable of ensuring peace, of coordinating vital matters of common concern and of speaking 

effectively for the whole country in the international sphere.” 

It is incorrect, however, to conclude that India’s constitutional structure is entirely tilted towards 

empowering the Union government over the states. There exist some highly crucial federal features in 

the Indian Constitution. 

Dr B R Ambedkar assured the Constituent Assembly: “The Constitution is a Federal Constitution…The 

Union is not a league of states…nor is the states the agencies of the Union, deriving powers from it. 

Both the Union and the states are created by the Constitution, both derive their respective authority 

from the Constitution.” To govern such a diverse polity, a structure of “asymmetrical federalism” was 

adopted. 

Let us now make an assessment of how the regional interests and diverse political dynamics of the 

state-level actors have constantly challenged the centralizing nature of the Indian polity since the birth 

of the Indian republic.  

 

Let us divide post-independence period to four phases  

 One-party Federalism (1952-1967); 

 Expressive Federalism (1967-1989);  

 Multi-party Federalism (1989-2014);  
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 The return of Dominant Party Federalism (2014 onwards). 

The Indian Constitution has an inherent bias for the Union government, and this dominates the 

political structure of India: the central government is superior authority to the states in various ways. 

Indeed, the term ‘federation’ finds no mention in the fundamental law of the land. 

 Article 1 describes India as a ‘Union of States’, and not ‘Federation of States’, for two reasons, as 

articulated by Ambedkar. 

 First, the federation in India has not been formed at that time, due to an agreement between 

the federating states; and  

 Second, the states in India do not have the right to secede.  Therefore, the federation is called 

‘Union’ in India’s case as it is indestructible.  

Australian Constitutional expert K.C. Wheare once described the Constitution of India as “quasi-

federal”: “Indian Union is a unitary state with subsidiary federal features rather than a federal state 

with subsidiary unitary features.” 

 Constitutional provisions that reflect its bias for the Union government 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

First Phase: One-party Federalism (1952-1967)  

 Linguistic autonomy movement: marked the regional assertion over the national politics which 

consolidated the federal spirit right from the time of Indian independence. This led to creation 

of Linguistic states. 

 The Union government could not impose “The official language act 1963” which made Hindi 

national language of India. 

 

 The union parliament has been given the unilateral discretion to reconstruct the 

boundaries of the states. 

 The Union list contain more subjects than the State list. 

 In case of a deadlock between the Union and states over subjects in the concurrent list, 

the Union law prevails. 

 The union parliament can also legislate on any state subjects under extraordinary 

circumstances. 

 The union government also has sweeping economic superiority in terms of resources 

as well as in its discretion in allocating resources to the states. 

 Union Government’s power of appointing governors in the states and dissolving state 

governments by proclaiming president rule if the Centre deems fit. 

 Single Constitution for both Union and State governments. 

 Single citizenship. 

 Institutions of governance like single system of courts, all-India public services and 

integrated audit machinery and the integrated election machinery. 
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 Analyst Paul Brass has observed that the preeminence of the use of English in official 

communication was a victory of India’s pluralism it reflected the spirit of a decentralized polity. 

 Regional Congress leaders: The co-existence of national and state leadership in their respective 

realms of influence was a consensual model of inner party federalism that marked the era of 

Congress dominance. 

 Questions of center-state relations and the evolving federal dynamics were mostly addressed 

within the organizational fold of the Congress party itself, where most state governments 

belonged. 

Second Phase: ‘Expressive’ Federalism (1967-1989)  

 Morris Jones described Indian federalism as “bargaining federalism” in 1971. This was when the 

Congress party’s dominance was starting to weaken in many states, though still etched in 

national politics. 

 Many regional parties and anti-Congress coalitions formed governments in the states, marking 

the emergence of an era of “expressive” and more active and directly conflictual federal 

dynamics between the Congress-led center and the opposition parties-led state governments. 

o For instance, the rise of regional political forces in states like Punjab, Andhra Pradesh, 

Tamil Nadu, West Bengal, Assam, Jammu and Kashmir and other states. Prime 

Minister Indira Gandhi dissolved state governments led by opposition parties by 

invoking Article 356. 

o The Centre frequently resorted to invoking Article 356 to tame the “recalcitrant” states. 

In this context, scholar Bhagwan D. Dua argued that due to the “excessive use of 

president rule”, the “autonomy of states has been reduced to a farce” 

 Another development was the power tussle within the Congress that led to the split of the 

party in 1969, and the centralization of power in the hands of Congress leader Indira Gandhi 

after her massive victory in the national elections of 1971. 

o As Paul Brass observed: “The process of consolidating power in India is inherently 

tenuous and the power begins to disintegrate immediately at the maximum level of 

concentration. The pluralist, regionalist and decentralizing tendencies will invariably 

reassert themselves against any centralizing authoritarian regime.” 

Third Phase: Multiparty Federalism (1989-2014) 

In the late 1980s, a number of emerging political, economic and institutional factors led to the 

“reconfiguration of Indian politics”. Yadav and Palshikar observe that from this period, “the level of 

politics seemed to have changed from all-India to the states…These changes have been accompanied 

by the change in the idiom of politics. The rise of a number of regional parties brought a new era of 

multi-party system in India.  

 The End of Congress’s National Dominance:  created a political vacuum at the national level. 

This paved the way for the coalition of non-Congress parties comprising of some regional 
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parties along with the outside support of the BJP and Communist Party of India (Marxist) to 

form the National Front Government at the Centre led by Prime Minister V.P. Singh. This 

marked the beginning of the era of coalition politics in India at the national level. 

This era of coalition politics at the national level shaped the federal dynamics in two ways. 

 The experience of national political power also reduced the confrontationist approach of the 

powerful regional and state-level political forces towards the Centre.  

 The aspirations of the regional leaders to climb up the political ladder to national politics 

through coalition-making and alliance-building have also led them to define their regional 

demands not in opposition to but in the larger context of the national issues.  

This blended the national and regional political narratives and paved the way for a more decentralized 

and pluralist multi-party federalism in India.  

 There were also judicial safeguard for Indian federal system: The Supreme Court in the S.R. 

Bommai vs. Union of India case gave a landmark judgment that deepened the federal design of 

Indian politics. The judgment created immunity for the state governments against the arbitrary 

use of Article 356 by the Union government 

 Institutionalized Local Self-government: This phase also witnessed further decentralization of 

Indian politics as the 73rd and 74th Amendments were passed in 1992 

This era therefore saw some convergence of interests between the Union government and the states 

in a multi-party federalism which led to national power-sharing. 

Fourth Phase: The return of ‘Dominant Party’ Federalism (2014-present)  

The 2014 general elections challenged the era of coalition politics at the national level. The BJP gained a 

parliamentary majority on its own and formed the government at the Centre led by Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi. This phase marked the beginning of what is called the “renationalization of Indian 

politics” 

 Cooperative’ Federalism: Union government assured active involvement of states in national 

planning. Examples of Cooperative’ Federalism are 

o Niti Aayog[ 

o The Goods and Services Tax (GST) A GST Council was formed to create a consensus 

amongst the states regarding the decision.  

o The Union government accepted the 14th Finance Commission recommendation to give 

the states 42-percent share of the funds from the central pool (from the previous 32 

percent). 

 Challenges from the Dominant Political Party 

 The electoral strength of the BJP has increased manifold by its impressive victories in the two 

successive national elections (2014 & 2019) and several state elections. In 2014, the BJP was 
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able to dent the Congress vote bank significantly but in 2019 it also made considerable inroads 

in the states where powerful regional parties are in power. 

 The role of the governor in opposition-ruled states became controversial. The proclamation of 

president rule in the states like Arunachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand and Jammu and Kashmir in 

this period once again revealed the centralizing intentions of the strong Union government. 

The governor’s role in government formation in states like Goa, Manipur and Maharashtra 

raised questions about the governor’s preference for the ruling party at the Centre.  

 The non-BJP states have also expressed concern regarding the Union government’s 

intervention in state administration by directly monitoring and political appropriating the 

Centrally Sponsored Schemes (CSS).  

 BJP has been successful in creating a dominant tacit consensus amongst most of the 

opposition parties regarding its major policy decisions in the name of national interest. 

Policies like demonetization, abrogation of Article 370, and changing the political status of 

Kashmir and the passing of Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA) 2019 met with little resistance. 

The central government marks the beginning of ‘national federalism’ in India 

The other federal issue includes 

 Mandatory Central deputation of All India Services officers without state consent. 

 Legislation on NEET and Dam safety. Both subjects belong to state list. 

 Legislation for Central government agencies investigating in states without formal approval 

from state. 

 Non fulfilment of obligation by Union government regarding compensation due to loss in GST 

revenue during Covid-19. 

The Regional Political Combat: 

 Despite the centralizing tendencies of the dominant national ruling party, BJP has been facing 

tremendous challenge in the state-level elections since 2017.  Though the regional forces are 

unable to shape national politics unlike in the previous phase, they provide some opposition to 

the political dominance of the BJP at the state-level elections in a limited manner. 

 For instance, the regionalist parties which have strong appeal based on sub-nationalism and 

cultural identity like the ones in Tamil Nadu, Orissa and West Bengal, have been more successful 

in fighting the BJP in their respective regional turfs so far. 

Way forward 

However, some reforms at the institutional and political level can deepen the roots of federalism in 

India.  

 The contentious role of the governor in suppressing the states for the Centre’s interest needs to 

be reviewed. 
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 Proper utilization of the institutional mechanism of the Inter-state Council must be ensured to 

develop political goodwill between the Centre and the states on contentious policy issues.  

 The gradual widening of the fiscal capacity of the states has to be legally guaranteed without 

reducing the Centre’s share.  

 Adequate electoral reforms for creating a level playing field for the regional political parties and 

regional leaders would facilitate more competitive political contest between the national and 

regional political forces. 

 Unless the third level of Indian federalism i.e. the local self-governments, are not further 

politically empowered, efforts to strengthen the federal discourse will fail. 

 The recommendations given by the Punchhi Commission in 2010 are important for 

strengthening Indian federalism. 

 

Despite all their tussles, the Union government and the states have a mutual need for survival. 

Extreme political centralization or chaotic political decentralization can both lead to the weakening of 
Indian federalism. The right balance would prevent the Union government from repressing state 
autonomy beyond a point, while guarding the states against divergence that can begin to threaten 
national unit. 
 
Source: https://www.orfonline.org/research/the-paradox-of-centralised-federalism/ 
 
 

All India Services 
Syllabus: GS 2; PSIR: Paper 1B-Federalism 

 
Context: The Department of Personnel and Training (DoPT) sent a communication to all States on 
January 12 seeking their opinion on the proposal to amend Rule 6 (deputation of cadre officers) of the 
Indian Administrative Service (Cadre) Rules 1954. 
 

 India is a quasi-federation, with its executive organized between the Centre and the states. 

Under Article 309 of the Constitution, the Centre and states are empowered to erect and 

maintain services for running their administration.  

 Both the Centre and the states exercise full control over their services independently of each 

other. However, to preserve unity between them, Sardar Patel envisioned the creation of the 

All-India Services.  

 Unlike a central service or state service, an All-India Service is compositely administered under 

Article 312. While recruitment and allotment to a cadre (state) are determined by the Centre, 

the states determine the work and posting. Hence, All-India Services are carefully balanced 

between the Centre and the states.  

 The Indian Administrative Service (IAS), Indian Police Service (IPS), and Indian Forest Service 

(IFS) are the three All-India Services. 

Four amendments including two new insertions are proposed.  

https://www.orfonline.org/research/the-paradox-of-centralised-federalism/
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 The States should make available the names of such officers, part of a central deputation 

reserve (CDR), who can be deputed to the Centre.  

 The second change is in case of any disagreement between the Centre and the State, the 

matter shall be decided by the Central government and the State shall give effect to the 

decision of the Centre “within a specified time.” The “specified time” clause is a new insertion. 

 The third and one of the major changes proposed is if the State government delays posting a 

State cadre officer to the Centre and does not give effect to the Central government’s decision 

within the specified time, “the officer shall stand relieved from cadre from the date as may be 

specified by the Central government.” Presently, officers have to get a no-objection clearance 

from the State government. 

 The fourth change is that in a specific situation where services of cadre officers are required by 

the Central government in “public interest” the State shall give effect to its decisions, within a 

specified time 

 
The amendments were proposed because 

 According to 2021 data, of the total 6,709 IAS officers in the country, 445 were posted with the 

Union only 6.6%. In 2014, of the 4,605 officers, 651 were posted with the Union (14 %). 

 

 In 2021, only 10% mid-level IAS officers (deputy secretary/director, 9-14 years’ experience) 

were posted with the Centre in 2021, a sharp fall from 19% in 2014. 

 
 
Possible Implications 
 

 Federal issues: Serious infringement of their rights to deploy IAS officers as they deem best, 

especially when the cutting edge of policy implementation is mostly at the State level. 

 

 If States begin to doubt the loyalty of IAS officers, they are likely to reduce the number of IAS 

cadre posts and also their annual intake of IAS officers 

 

 In course of time, the IAS will lose its sheen, and the best and the brightest candidates will no 

longer opt for the IAS as a career. 

 

 To protect their administration from becoming paralyzed, states may resort to altering their 

Transaction of Business Rules to divest IAS officers of key posts in the state, and vesting the 

same with the state officers. 
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 Alternately, states may conjure provisional berths for retired bureaucrats to re-enter 

administration as special appointees, outside the cadre rules. 

 
Way forward 
K. Ashok Vardhan Shetty & V. Ramani both former IAS officer suggest some measures to tackle the 
shortage of IAS officers. 
 

 Shortage of IAS officers due to the drastic reduction in the annual recruitment of IAS officers 

after 1991 (from 140-160 to just 50-80) under the misguided notion that the government will 

have a reduced role due to economic liberalisation  

 As of January 1, 2021, the shortage of IAS officers at the all-India level was 23%. 

 

 Lackadaisical “cadre review”: Conducted jointly by the Centre and the States to designate 

certain strategic posts in the States as “cadre posts” and earmark them exclusively for IAS 

officers. For example: In Tamil Nadu, it is unconscionable that posts like Commissioner of 

Disciplinary Proceedings, Commissioner of  Archaeology, and Commissioner of Museums have 

been designated as cadre posts. 

 
o A proper cadre review in all the States will release many IAS officers from non-strategic 

posts and reduce the shortage. 

 

 Discontinuance of direct recruitment of officers to the Central Secretariat Service Group B 

since 2000, and undue delays in the regular promotions of officers from the ranks in the Central 

Secretariat due to protracted litigation since 2011 

 

 The complete non-utilisation by the Centre of the services of officers who are appointed to 

the IAS by promotion or selection from the State Civil Services. This large pool of around 2,250 

officers, usually in the age bracket of 35- 55 years 

 
o It should be made mandatory for these officers to work for at least two years on Central 

deputation as Deputy Secretaries/ Directors immediately after their appointment to the 

IAS and their training in Mussoorie. 

 

 Numerous administrative barriers to Central deputation imposed by the Centre itself in the form 

of highly restrictive conditions, perverse incentives, annual lapsing of offer lists, long debarment 

periods, compulsory cooling off periods, 

 

 It should be made mandatory for directly recruited IAS officers to serve at least three years on 

Central deputation between nine and 25 years of service. Their promotion to Principal 

Secretary Grade in their State cadre (usually after 25 years) should be subject to their 

completing this mandatory period of Central deputation. 

 

 BK Chaturvedi also suggested give deputation allowance to the officers to increase their 

interest in central deputation. 

 
Persuasion succeeds where force fails. 
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Inter- State Council constituted under Article 263 of the Constitution is the institution meant 
specifically for handling such Centre-State situations before things get out of hand. 
 
1947, India lost nearly 60% of its Indian Civil Service officers – British and Muslim – when the country 
was beset with far greater challenges than today. Sardar Patel showed great sagacity and overcame the 
shortage within a few years by working with the provinces (as they were called then) rather than against 
them. 
 
The Union government has to follow the principle of cooperative federalism and the interests of 
national unity and administrative efficiency to resolve the issue harmoniously. 
 
Sources: https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/upsetting-the-centre-state-balance-ias-
cadre-7761492/ 
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/oped-on-simpler-solutions-to-solve-the-problem-of-
fewer-ias-officers-at-the-centre/article65048510.ece 
 
 

  

https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/upsetting-the-centre-state-balance-ias-cadre-7761492/
https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/upsetting-the-centre-state-balance-ias-cadre-7761492/
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/oped-on-simpler-solutions-to-solve-the-problem-of-fewer-ias-officers-at-the-centre/article65048510.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/oped-on-simpler-solutions-to-solve-the-problem-of-fewer-ias-officers-at-the-centre/article65048510.ece
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25 years on, many Indian states haven’t implemented a 
law that empowers Adivasi communities 

Syllabus: GS 1; PSIR: Paper 1B 
 
 
Context:  PESA remains disempowered as 40% of the states under its purview have not been able to 
frame their rules for its implementation even after 25 years of its existence. 
A total of four states – Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand, Madhya Pradesh and Odisha have not even framed 
the rules yet while Gujarat used the rules of the Panchayati Raj Act to manage the fifth scheduled areas. 
 
 
The Narrative 
 
Highlighting the importance of the PESA Act, BD Sharma, a former Commissioner for Scheduled Castes 
and Scheduled Tribes wrote to the President of India in 2010 and said, “The Provisions of PESA, 
appeared to come as a saviour that is designed to erase the historical injustice done to the Adivasi 
community. It engendered unprecedented fervour amongst the Adivasi people throughout the country. 
It was perceived as restoration of their dignity and tradition of self-governance, symbolised by ‘Mava 
Nate Mava Raj’ (Our Village Our Rule).” 
 

 
Loopholes in Implementations  

 Elite people still have control over natural resources and the local community suffers at the 

hand of these people with clout, if they try to claim their ownership,”. 

  “The government is acquiring land without the consent of gram sabhas [village council]. 

Despite having a 26% Adivasi population, Jharkhand has failed to formulate rules for the 

implementation of PESA, a law meant for the welfare of the Adivasi community. 

Strengthening self-rule 

 Panchayat (Extension to the Scheduled Areas) Act extends the provision of the Indian 

Constitution to formalise the three-tier Panchayati Raj system to fifth Schedule areas with 

certain modifications and exceptions. 
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 The Act, enacted in 1996, took local self-governance rules to the areas listed under the fifth 

schedule.  

o The fifth schedule areas, which deals with the administration of the districts dominated 

by the Adivasi communities, is in force in 10 states of the country.  

o These states include Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh, Odisha, Andhra Pradesh, Gujarat, 

Himachal Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Rajasthan and Telangana. 

 Given low human development indicators, there was a huge demand to empower local 

governance in the scheduled area as well. Thus the government of India constituted a 

committee in 1994 to look into the need for such law and modalities and how it can be 

extended.. 

 Based on its recommendation submitted in 1995, the government of India brought in PESA in 

1996 which gave immense power to gram sabhas (village councils).  

o They were tasked with the power to safeguard and preserve the tradition and customs 

of the people and their cultural identity along with their community resources. 

 The gram sabhas were given the power to decide about land acquisition, resettlement and 

rehabilitation of displaced persons. It was also supposed to plan and manage minor water 

bodies, recommend about license or lease regarding mines and minerals etc. It also was given 

the ownership of minor forest produce and many others. 

      Ex: In fact, in 2013, referring to the PESA, the Supreme Court of India, in a landmark case, had asked 
the Odisha government to go to the gram sabha to get permission for bauxite mining in Kalahandi and 
Rayagada district of Odisha. 
 
Is PESA still relevant? 

 A study conducted by the Indian Institute of Public Administration in six districts of three states 

– Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh and Odisha, highlights the poor implementation of the Act. 

     Ex :  In the Khunti district, 65% of people whose land was acquired said they were not even asked 
about it. Around 26% of such people from the Gumla district of Jharkhand had similar claims. 

 The study was carried out in 2016-’17 when Jharkhand was facing huge protests by the Adivasi 

community against its proposed twist in existing laws to allow the use of Adivasi land for 

agriculture and other purposes. 

    Ex : When, in 2016, the Chhattisgarh state government tried to amend the Chota Nagpur Tenancy Act 
of 1908 and the Santhal Pargana Tenancy Act of 1949, the local Adivasi community mobilised and 
resisted using PESA. 

 Pathalgadi movement refers to a practice where Adivasi villages erect a huge stone structure at 

the entry point of their villages notifying the power and rights of the gram sabhas. 

        Ex : From the same Khunti district of  Jharkhand, the Pathalgadi movement began and spread 
to several other districts and also to neighbouring states like Odisha and Chhattisgarh. Using the 
provisions of PESA, Adivasi villages were declaring self-rule (rule of gram sabha). 

 Attitude of officials has been another hindrance in the implementation of PESA. Even when 

gram sabhas are organised, officials have an upper hand and they give the final verdict. 
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 State governments need to change their laws in order to comply with PESA. Laws relating to 

land acquisition, excise, forest produce, mines and minerals, agri produce market and money 

lending need to be amended.  

         Ex: States like Andhra Pradesh and Telangana have not made changes to any of the six sectors  

 The state’s PESA rules are set up at the group panchayat level and it does not recognise smaller 

units of governance like villages and hamlets etc. 

 After enacting PESA, the Union government brought several other legislations and included 

many provisions of PESA into these laws.  

  For instance, the Land Acquisition Act, 2013 empowered gram sabhas immensely. Similarly, the Forest 
Right Act, 2006 has provisions of PESA and now when people need to protect their rights and resources, 
they look up to these laws. 
 
 
 
Way Forward 
PESA would be landmark legislation with regard to local governance only when it is implemented 
properly  which empowers adivasis with regard to their rights  
 Source: https://scroll.in/article/988729/25-years-on-many-indian-states-havent-implemented-the-
law-that-empowers-adivasi-communities 
 
 

The Real Crisis of Global Order 
Syllabus: GS 2; PSIR: Paper 2A Key concepts in International Relations 

In international relations, the liberal international order describes a set of global, rule-based, structured 
relationships based on political liberalism, economic liberalism and liberal internationalism since the late 
1940s. 

However in recent times the liberal order remains under threat. If anything, recent events have 
underlined the magnitude of the challenges it faces—and, most important, that these challenges are 
only one manifestation of a much broader crisis endangering liberalism itself. 

History 

 The Americans saw Washington as central to building a world at least partly organized around 

market exchanges and private property; the protection of political, civil, and human rights; the 

normative superiority of representative democracy; and formally equal sovereign states often 

working through multilateral institutions.  

 After the collapse of Soviet Union, it was seen as the victory of liberal world order over the 

socialist model. Francis Fukuyama declared that it was end of history and whole world has 

accepted the liberal world order. 

 However after the implosion of the Soviet Union. No single, uniform international order 

replaced the more bifurcated international order of the Cold War. 

 Many of the new democratic regimes that appeared in the 1990s were only tenuously 

democratic; optimists wrongly dismissed early indications of weak liberal democratic 

institutions as but bumps on the road to full democratization 

https://scroll.in/article/988729/25-years-on-many-indian-states-havent-implemented-the-law-that-empowers-adivasi-communities
https://scroll.in/article/988729/25-years-on-many-indian-states-havent-implemented-the-law-that-empowers-adivasi-communities
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 Some states, such as China, managed to effectively access the benefits of the liberal economic 

order without accepting the requirements of political liberalism. 

Contemporary times 

 Soon after his inauguration, U.S. President Joe Biden began talking about “a battle between 

the utility of democracies in the twenty-first century and autocracies.”  In doing so, he echoed 

a widespread view that democratic liberalism faces threats from both within and without.  

 The crisis cannot be addressed by simply recommitting the United States to multilateral 

institutions, treaties, and alliances.  

Its roots are structural. In their current form, liberal institutions cannot stem the rising illiberal tide. 
Liberal democracies must adapt to fend off threats on multiple levels.  

A wide range of developments—all of which accelerated over the last three decades—have made the 
world denser with flows of knowledge and commerce, including the expansion of markets, economic 
deregulation, the easy mobility of capital, satellite communications, and digital media 

 Many analysts thought that market expansion would produce robust middle classes that 

would in turn demand political liberalization. 

 They argued that the development of a global civil society—underpinned by human rights, the 

rule of law, and environmental nongovernmental organizations (NGOs)—would help cultivate 

and mobilize pro-democracy forces. 

 The Internet, widely imagined as an unstoppable force for freedom, would do its part to 

spread the irresistible appeal of both liberal economic principles and liberal political 

freedoms. 

However the same principles have led to rise of illiberal power in the present world order. 

External threats to Liberal world order 

 The September 11 attacks: drove the United States to embark on the global war on terrorism. 

The Bush administration adopted or expanded a host of illiberal practices. It embraced a 

militarized version of democracy promotion.  

 Color revolutions: liberal uprisings in post-Soviet countries (in Georgia in 2003 and Ukraine in 

2004)—and the Arab Spring, which flared in 2010, further underscored the threat posed by 

agents of the liberal order, such as international institutions, Western NGOs, and social media. 

Authoritarian and illiberal regimes increasingly pursued strategies to inoculate themselves from these 
transnational liberal threats. 

The strange reality that the contemporary liberal order works better for authoritarian regimes than it 
does for liberal democracies.  

 Authoritarian states can curtail the effect on their populations of international civil society, 

multinational corporations, economic flows, and even the Internet much more effectively than 

can liberal democracies.  For example: China crackdown on news agencies in Hong kong, 

Google pulling out of China etc. 
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 Authoritarians can use the freedom of global flows—as afforded by liberal policies, whether 

economic or political—to advance their own illiberal influence.  

 Authoritarians build barriers to Western media in their own countries while using access to 

Western platforms to advance their own agendas.  For example, China expelled BBC 

correspondents and banned the British network from broadcasting in the country in 2021 for 

its coverage of abuses in Xinjiang. 

 Authoritarian-sponsored organizations and lobbying groups continue their activities within 

open societies. 

 Countries such as China and Russia ban Western officials, academics, and think tankers. 

 Image conscious: They use new technologies and social media platforms to shape their global 

profiles and elevate their standing with both domestic and international audiences. 

 Autocrats also attempt to influence policymakers in liberal democracies by funding think tanks 

and sponsoring “study tours” and other junkets.  

The openness of liberal countries—one of the core principles of such societies—has become a liability 

Digital technologies enable new instruments of domestic and transnational repression. 

 For example: As a recent investigation into the Israeli technology company NSO Group and its 

Pegasus spyware highlighted, authoritarian governments engage in extensive digital 

surveillance of dissidents and journalists from other countries, often with the aid of 

corporations based in democratic states. 

 Western technology companies were once self-proclaimed champions of openness. Now, 

many are capitulating to pressures from their host countries to remove content and tools that 

could be used to facilitate mobilization against the regime.  Example: Government ordering to 

remove content on the platform which are critical of government 

 International institutions are also bending to the will of authoritarians: For example: China 

under the leadership of President Xi Jinping has aggressively sought to curtail criticism of the 

country in UN human rights forums.  

 The countries are also blocking the accreditation of NGOs and diminish their role in authorized 

UN processes, such as the Universal Periodic Review.  

 In September, the World Bank Group canceled its influential “Doing Business” annual study 

after an external investigative report found that its leaders, for political reasons, had applied 

“undue pressure” on their staff to improve China’s position in the 2018 ranking. 

 Building ecosystem of alternative ordering institutions from which they exclude or significantly 

curtail the influence of liberal democracies.  For instance, AIIB as an alternative to World Bank. 

THE ROT WITHIN 

The threat to liberal democracies also comes from within. The liberal order is anchored by two large 
federations: the United States and the European Union. Both are also home to some of the most potent 
and potentially consequential forces of illiberalism.  

These assume, broadly speaking, two forms:  

 The illiberal actions that liberal democratic governments themselves take in seeking to 

counter perceived threats  

 The antidemocratic forces seen in illiberal political movements, parties, and politicians. 
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United States of America 

 Democratic governments have always grappled with tradeoffs between liberty and security. 

For instance, U.S. national security policy after 9/11 contributed to the current crisis of the 

liberal order by, among other things, promulgating the doctrine of preemptive war and 

militarizing democracy promotion.  

 The United States’ embrace of speculative capitalism and its overly financed economy made it 

the epicenter of the 2008 financial crisis.  

 Most recently, the global pandemic has normalized tighter border controls and more 

restrictive immigration policies and undermined the legitimacy of protections for refugees. 

 In order to push back against illiberal forces, Washington has used coercive instruments to 

intervene in global markets  

o For example, the Trump administration to place substantial pressure on its allies to 

reject Chinese 5G technology, D10 grouping by U.K Prime minister Boris Johnson to 

exclude dependency on Chinese 5G equipment.  

o U.S. Innovation and Competition Act is the first significant bipartisan legislation in 

years to embrace national industrial policy. It represents a very limited reversal of the 

open liberalism, or neoliberalism, of the post–Cold War period. 

 The neoliberal variant of market liberalism—the push, starting in the 1970s, toward ever-

greater deregulation, privatization, and capital mobility—eroded social protections and 

increased inequality, including by dramatically refashioning the tax code to benefit high-

income earners and U.S. corporations led to rise in inequality in the liberal democracies.   

 The fact remains that liberal democracies do face very real threats from the rise of reactionary 

populism, conservative authoritarianism, and other antidemocratic movements. 

o  For example: Mob attacking the Capitol Hill after declaration of USA presidential 

elections 

 Human rights: The expansion of liberal rights in recent decades, however, has fueled a growing 

backlash. 

o For example The Obama administration’s effort to promote LGBTQ rights abroad, 

usually through the State Department, sparked anger among conservatives in 

countries as different as the Czech Republic and Uganda. 
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o Moscow, perhaps inadvertently, succeeded in casting itself as a beacon of traditional 

values through a campaign to demonize LGBTQ rights as a stalking-horse for child 

sexual abuse. 

 Rights of migrants—invite pushback in both democratic and nondemocratic states.  

o Example: Xenophobia attack in South Africa. 

 Corruption is another major issue in liberal democracies. For example: In India, 43% of MP’s 

have criminal cases against them. 

It provides illiberal politicians with opportunities to isolate specific liberal values and use them as wedge 
issues against their opponents. 

Europe 

 The international popularity of Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban among right-wing 

commentators, ethno nationalist leaders, and conservative celebrities (particularly American 

ones) highlights the transnational character of illiberal networks.  

o For instance, Orban’s open assault on academic freedom—including banning gender 

studies and evicting the Central European University from Hungary. 

o The political scientist R. Daniel Kelemen, for example, points to how the EU, a 

supposed paragon of liberal democratic norms, did essentially nothing to prevent 

authorities in Hungary and Poland from incrementally weakening their democracies.  

 The Trump administration, on the other hand, openly endorsed illiberal right-wing 

governments in Hungary and Poland;  

 Trump unilaterally pulling out of nuclear deal with Iran and from Paris climate agreement. 

Way forward: 

 Biden wants to build a coalition of democracies under U.S. leadership to meet the challenge of 

rising illiberalism. Example: Summit for Democracy. 

 There is also need to reduce corruption, inequality in the democratic world. 

 The democratic government should retrain themselves from using coercion as a tool to suppress 

dissent.   

 International organizations has undergo reforms and became more democratic in nature. For 

instance, reforms in UNSC. 

Liberal order in order to survive has to reform from within and from outside. 

Source: https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/world/2021-12-14/illiberalism-real-crisis-

global-order 

 

  

https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/world/2021-12-14/illiberalism-real-crisis-global-order
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/world/2021-12-14/illiberalism-real-crisis-global-order
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Role of Indian diaspora 
Syllabus: PSIR Paper 2B Indian Foreign Policy 

 
Context: Role of Indian diaspora in making of Indian foreign policy     
            
PM Modi while addressing Pravasi Bharathiya Divas said “Indian diaspora across the word are the true 
and permanent ambassadors’ of the country”. 
 This shows the significance of Indian diaspora to government of India. According to Global 
migration report – 2020 Indian constitute for 18 million migrants, highest in the world. 
Indian diaspora and foreign policy 
Indian foreign policy had both positive and negative impact by Indian diaspora. For instance 

 They act as pressure groups to promote India’s interest. Example: Indo-US nuclear deal 

 Economic development through remittances: According to World Bank India receive 87 billion 

as remittances in 2021 

 Development of cultural ties: for instance, India pride project helps to bring stolen artifacts 

back to India. Similarly, culture is one of the important component in India’s Act east policy. 

 Overseas Indians has been used as vote banks in foreign countries. Example: Howdy Modi 

event. 

Thus Indian diaspora is been used as Soft power tool in the interest the nation. 
However there are limitations to ‘Diaspora diplomacy’ 

 
 
 
According to Suhasini Haider,  

 Indian diaspora do not sufficient numbers to influence the voting pattern of those countries. 

For example: Donald Trump lost election even after Howdy Modi campaign. 

 Politically active Indian diaspora do not agree with all the policies of Government of India.  For 

example: US Senators Pramila Jaypal, Kamala Harris openly criticized the policies regarding 

Citizenship Amendment Act and Reorganization of Jammu and Kashmir. 

 India’s bilateral relations with countries had adverse impact due to Indian diaspora.  For 

example: Racial attack on students in Australia led to diplomatic tussle. 

Issues faced by Indian diaspora 

 West Asia 
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o Job cuts due to discovery of Shale gas in North America 

o Competition of labor from Nepal and Bangladesh 

o Poor treatment and adverse working conditions of the workers 

o Security threat due to political instability 

 Europe and USA 

o Racism or Racial discrimination 

o Shooting cases in USA colleges 

o Visa issue: Rejection of H1B visas 

 During Covid times 

o Jobloss 

o Stranded in foreign countries 

The sun never sets on Indian diaspora.  India must be careful while advocating its diaspora diplomacy 
and maintain principle distance considering India’s own concerns in foreign policy. 
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India-Central Asia Summit 
Syllabus: PSIR Paper 2B Indian Foreign Policy, IR theory 

 
The first India-Central Asia Summit, the MEA said, is a reflection of the country’s growing engagement 
with the Central Asian countries, which are a part of India’s “extended neighborhood”. 
PM Modi underlined the three main objectives of the summit. 

 First, “to make it clear that cooperation between India and Central Asia is essential for regional 

security and prosperity. From Indian point of view, I would like to emphasise that Central Asia is 

central to India’s vision of an integrated and stable extended neighbourhood.” 

 The second objective, is to give “an effective structure to our cooperation. This will establish a 

framework of regular interactions at different levels and among various stakeholders.” 

 The third objective is “to create an ambitious roadmap for our cooperation”. 

 

 
 
India has limited economic and other stakes in the region, primarily due to lack of physical access. 
India’s mission Central Asia today reflects, and is responsive to, the new geopolitical, if not the geo-
economic, realities in the region. More so, India’s renewed engagement of Central Asia is in the right 
direction for the simple reason that while the gains from an engagement of Central Asia may be 
minimal, the disadvantages of non-engagement could be costly in the longer run. 
 
Importance of Central Asia 
According to Happymon Jacob, 
Geo-economic importance 

 All these states are rich in minerals and well-endowed with hydroelectric resources.  

 Kazakhstan has the world’s second largest reserves of uranium and is the world’s largest 

producer 

 Uzbekistan has large reserves of gas, uranium and gold and  Turkmenistan has fourth largest 

reserves of natural gas 

  Tajikistan has huge hydroelectric potential with Kyrgyzstan is rich in gold and hydroelectric 

power.  

 
 
 
 



News2Notes
 PSI
R 

www.insightsonindia.com Page 30 

 

 

Geo-political importance 
One of the factors driving this engagement and shaping it is the great power dynamics there. 

 The decline of American presence and power in the broader region (due primarily to the U.S. 

withdrawal from Afghanistan) 

 This has led to a reassertion by China and Russia seeking to fill the power vacuum.  

 China dominates the geo-economic landscape, Russia is the dominant politico-military power 

in the region.  

 Moscow considers India to be a useful partner in the region: it helps it to not only win back 

New Delhi, which is moving towards the U.S., but also to subtly checkmate the rising Chinese 

influence in its backyard.  

 There are growing and legitimate concerns within the Indian strategic community that India in 

the region might get further hemmed in due to the combined efforts by China, Pakistan and 

Taliban-led Afghanistan. 

 India’s engagement of Central Asia would also help it to consolidate its post-American Afghan 

policy. 

o India and Central Asian Republics have deep rooted ties with Afghanistan – three of 

these countries, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan and Tajikistan-share borders with 

Afghanistan – all agreed on the need for an inclusive government, unhindered 

humanitarian aid and preservation of rights of women, children and minorities in 

Afghanistan. 

o The announcement of a Joint Working Group on Afghanistan during the summit 

between India and the CARs is surely indicative of such interest. 

India and Russia 

 In India’s current vision for a regional security architecture, Russia appears prominent. 

 The two countries recently exchanged a ‘non-paper’ on how to increase their joint 

engagement in Central Asia. 

 Both India and the CARs use Russian defence equipment, and the non-paper has 

reportedly explored the possibility of joint Indo-Russian defence production in some of 

the existing Soviet-era defence facilities in the CARs to meet local and Indian demands. 

 The non-paper also reportedly discusses potential trilateral defence exercises among 

India, Russia and the CARs 

China factor  

 China held its summit two days before India, to mark the 30th anniversary of diplomatic 

relations with Central Asian countries 

 China’s trade with the five countries crossed $40 billion in 2018, roughly 20 times India’s trade 

with the region that year.  India’s trade in the region is just 2 billion. 

 Infrastructure projects of strategic importance: China-Central Asia natural gas pipeline, the 

China-Kazakhstan crude oil pipeline, the China- Kyrgyzstan- Uzbekistan highway, and the China-

Tajikistan expressway. 

 Mr. Xi announced China would “provide a grant assistance of US$500 million to Central Asian 

countries in support of livelihood programs”. 

 China would provide 50 million doses of vaccines to the five countries.  
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Challenges 

 China, which shares a land border with the region, is already a major investor there. China is 

the region’s most important economic partner 

 Challenge for India may be Iran. India’s best shot at reaching the CARs is by using a hybrid 

model – via sea to Chabahar and then by road/rail through Iran (and Afghanistan) to the CARs 

 Perhaps most importantly, will India walk the talk on its commitments to Central Asia? Does it 

have the political will, material capability and diplomatic wherewithal to stay the course in the 

region? 

 From the security perspective, this region potentially acts as a buffer to contain the fallout of 

fundamentalism, to forestall encirclement by any regional or outside power, and finally, to 

insulate India from narco-terrorism. 

India should regularly engage with Central Asian region more often to remain relevant in the 
changing dynamics of the region 
 
Sources: 
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/days-after-china-pm-modi-holds-summit-with-five-
central-asian-countries-7744679/ 
https://www.financialexpress.com/defence/india-central-asia-why-is-the-region-important-for-
india/2413179/ 
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/indias-return-to-central-
asia/article38389346.ece#:~:text=The%20inaugural%20India%2DCentral%20Asia,engage%20the%2
0Central%20Asian%20region. 

 

India – Central Asia: Why is the region important for 
India? 

Syllabus: GS 2: International relations; PSIR: Paper 2B- Global power centres 
 
Context: First summit dialogue virtually with the Presidents of the five Central Asian countries 
This is a significant outreach to Central Asia by India, with which it shares significant cultural, 
civilizational and historic linkages. 
History  

  India has enjoyed historical and civilizational linkages with Central Asia through the Silk Route 

from 3rd century BC to 15th century AD, when the sea route from Europe to India was 

discovered.  

 The Silk route connected the two regions not only for transportation of goods like silk, textiles, 

spices etc. but also served as an effective channel for exchange of thoughts, ideas, religion, and 

philosophy. 

  Buddhism spread through this route from India to Central Asia and from there to West China 

in the contemporary Xinjiang region. 

  In medieval times, Babar came from Fergana Valley after losing his kingdom to try his fortune 

in India and laid the foundations of the great Mughal Empire. 

Current Phase   

 In the 1990s, when the five central Asian republics gained independence, India faced the twin 

challenges of adjusting to the emerging post-cold war order and domestic economic reform.  

https://indianexpress.com/article/india/days-after-china-pm-modi-holds-summit-with-five-central-asian-countries-7744679/
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/days-after-china-pm-modi-holds-summit-with-five-central-asian-countries-7744679/
https://www.financialexpress.com/defence/india-central-asia-why-is-the-region-important-for-india/2413179/
https://www.financialexpress.com/defence/india-central-asia-why-is-the-region-important-for-india/2413179/
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/indias-return-to-central-asia/article38389346.ece#:~:text=The%20inaugural%20India%2DCentral%20Asia,engage%20the%20Central%20Asian%20region
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/indias-return-to-central-asia/article38389346.ece#:~:text=The%20inaugural%20India%2DCentral%20Asia,engage%20the%20Central%20Asian%20region
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/indias-return-to-central-asia/article38389346.ece#:~:text=The%20inaugural%20India%2DCentral%20Asia,engage%20the%20Central%20Asian%20region
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 In time, India’s foreign policy evolved to include a greater emphasis on engagement with 

India’s extended neighborhood, which included Central Asia. 

Resource Hub  

 All these states are rich in minerals and well-endowed with hydroelectric resources.  

 Kazakhstan has the world’s second largest reserves of uranium and is the world’s largest 

producer 

 Uzbekistan has large reserves of gas, uranium and gold and  Turkmenistan has fourth largest 

reserves of natural gas 

  Tajikistan has huge hydroelectric potential with Kyrgyzstan is rich in gold and hydroelectric 

power.  

Challenges  

 Religious extremism, fundamentalism, drug trafficking pose challenges to these societies and 

to regional stability. The region faces newer threats of narco-terrorism emanating from 

Afghanistan 

  Issues relating to water, security, environment, migration have become acute. 

 This  region is said to be an ‘arena of great game’ being played out between Russia, China, US, 

Turkey, Iran, Europe, EU, Japan, Pakistan, India, and Afghanistan, all of whom have substantial 

security and economic stakes in the region. 

India – Central Asia 

 To improve connectivity, India has registered considerable progress in concluding a trilateral 

agreement for renovation of Chabahar port, development of the International North South 

Transport Corridor (INSTC) and becoming a member of the Ashgabat Agreement. 

  India’s membership of Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) as also the Eurasian Economic 

Union (EEU) promises to bridge this gap. 
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Diplomacy  

 India’s Connect Central Asia (CAA) policy of 2012 is a broad-based framework involving 

political, economic, security and cultural connections. Following the announcement of the 

Connect Asia policy in 2012, the Indian PM visited all the five countries. 

  India uses its considerable soft power through dance, music, Bollywood films, yoga, literature 

etc.  

 India’s international Technical and Economic Cooperation (ITEC) programme attracts young 

professionals for capacity building.  

 There is considerable scope of participation in trade fairs, and in building infrastructure projects, 

as in rail, road, highways, power transmission lines, nuclear power, etc. 

  In addition to oil and gas, IT, pharma and textiles, higher education, space, SME, power 

generation, food processing and agriculture present rich potential for deeper engagement.  SCO 

may serve as a guarantor for the projects. 

  At the Third Dialogue India urged focus on 4Cs: Commerce, Capacity Development, 

Connectivity and Contacts. 

Socio – Economic Development  

 Economically, Central Asia provides a ‘near abroad’ market for India’s industry, overland routes 

to rich resources of Russia and Middle East, and significant energy supplies at relatively short 

distances.  

 The INSTC corridor route is shorter than Suez and the Mediterranean Sea. As competition for 

resources with China intensifies, this region is likely to assume greater significance. 

  The Third Dialogue emphasized the accountability and transparency of projects in a veiled 

reference to the debt trap that China’s BRI .  

 The $1b Line of Credit already announced by India is aimed at High Impact Development 

Projects (HICDPS) for socio-economic development of the region.  

 The Third Dialogue brought in the additional element of connectivity between Indian states and 

Central Asia. The India-Central Asia Business Council (ICABC) established in 2020 was urged to 

encourage these activities. 

Security  

 From the security perspective, this region potentially acts as a buffer to contain the fallout of 

fundamentalism, to forestall encirclement by any regional or outside power, and finally, to 

insulate India from narco-terrorism. 

  India’s presence may well serve to neutralise the region’s anti-West bias and reassure US and 

EU. India may yet have to balance geopolitical ambitions of China and Russia to evolve a 

mutually beneficial framework. 

  Though active partners in the BRI, the disenchantment of the Central Asian countries has 

increased not only with the growing Chinese footprint in their economic and political systems 
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but also because of repression of several Kazakh and Kyrgyz Muslims along with Uighurs in the 

Xinjiang region, resulting in many anti-Chinese protests. 

Redefining the Relationship with India  

 India and Central Asian Republics have deep rooted ties with Afghanistan – three of these 

countries, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan and Tajikistan-share borders with Afghanistan – all agreed 

on the need for an inclusive government, unhindered humanitarian aid and preservation of 

rights of women, children and minorities in Afghanistan. 

  In a veiled reference to Pakistan, the Third Dialogue emphasized non-interference in internal 

affairs of Afghanistan and respect for its territorial integrity and sovereignty as brought out in 

UNSC Resolution of 2593 (2021), as also the importance of counter terrorism, and early 

adoption of the UN Comprehensive Convention on International Terrorism (CCIT). 

  Significantly, the foreign ministers of the five republics skipped the OIC meeting in Islamabad 

to attend the Dialogue in New Delhi. 

  Cognizant of the rapidly changing scenario, the National Security Advisors of all these five 

countries attended the regional meeting on the situation in Afghanistan that India hosted in 

November 2021. 

 Though India is part of the Turkmenistan-Afghanistan-Pakistan-India (TAPI) pipeline, progress is 

slow. Uzbekistan has also pushed ahead for a joint plan with India and Iran to enhance 

connectivity through the Chabahar Port, but it is expected to take time. 

 In sum, Central Asia’s location, its geographical proximity to India, ancient linkages render the 

region highly relevant to India’s strategic interests. India has a huge goodwill in Central Asia. The 

forthcoming first Summit dialogue is overdue. 

 
Sources:  https://www.financialexpress.com/defence/india-central-asia-why-is-the-region-important-
for-india/2413179/ 
 
  

https://www.financialexpress.com/defence/india-central-asia-why-is-the-region-important-for-india/2413179/
https://www.financialexpress.com/defence/india-central-asia-why-is-the-region-important-for-india/2413179/


News2Notes
 PSI
R 

www.insightsonindia.com Page 35 

 

 

QUAD convergence and divergence 
Syllabus: PSIR Paper 2B Indian Foreign Policy, IR theory 

Context: QUAD foreign ministers summit in Melbourne. 

Areas of convergence 

 Vaccine partnership: The group has pledged to donate 1.3 billion vaccines to Indo-Pacific 

region.  The vaccines will be funded by USA, manufactured in India and supplied by the 

networks of Japan and Australia. 

 Maritime domain awareness and humanitarian assistance and disaster relief: where they use 

their common navy to attain this objective. 

 Cooperation in critical and emerging technology: Building safe 5G technology.  The group is 

also supporting regional neighbors to build resilience and counter disinformation. We will 

also coordinate efforts to assist partners across the Indo-Pacific to address the growing 

threat of ransom ware, by strengthening capacity building to ensure resilient cyber security 

and to counter cybercrime 

 Climate change: The group has agreed upon to establish Indo-Pacific clean energy supply chain 

forum and also cooperate in emerging green technology like green hydrogen etc. 

 Counter terrorism: Quad is exchanging information on ever-evolving threats and working with Indo-

Pacific countries, and in multilateral for, to counter all forms of terrorism and violent extremism. We 

denounce the use of terrorist proxies for cross-border terrorism and urge countries to work 

together to eliminate terrorist safe havens; disrupt terrorist networks and the infrastructure and 

financial channels which sustain them. The group also condemned of terrorist attacks in India, 

including 26/11 Mumbai and Pathankot attacks. 

 Afghanistan: We reaffirm UNSC Resolution 2593 (2021) that Afghan territory should not be used to 

threaten or attack any country, shelter or train terrorists, or plan or finance terrorist acts, with 

such ungoverned spaces being a direct threat to the safety and security of the Indo-Pacific. 
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However the divergence are clearly visible regarding the various global developments across the 
world in recent times 

Areas of convergence 

 Russia-Ukraine conflict:  India was not critical of Russia for amassing the troops near Ukraine 

and also abstained from voting at UNSC resolution regarding discussion of the conflict.  

 China-US tensions:  There was no direct reference by India regarding the issue of Taiwan, South 

China Sea, Xinjang province human rights violation.  India also did not support diplomatic 

boycott on Olympics by the group members on human rights violations in China. 

 Myanmar issue:  India maintained strong ties with military junta in Myanmar and call for the 

return of democracy.  EAM Mr. Jaishankar said “India has its own constraints like insurgency in 

North-east region, Covid situation, and humanitarian disaster”.  He also reiterated “India does 

not recognize National sanction as opposed to UN sanctions” while others called for severe 

economic sanctions. 

 Tension over North Korea:  India abstained from using any strong words against North Korea, 

while Australia and Japan envisaged this group would counter North Korea. 

QUAD seems to have strong and coherent commitment in Indo-Pacific region, but a very different 
view on the global developments. 
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Russia Ukraine conflict 
Syllabus: GS 2: International relations; PSIR: Paper 2B- Global power centres 

 
Context:  Russia mobilizes more than 100000 troops on its border with Ukraine. 
Why the region is in conflict? 

 Geography:  

o Catherine the Great, the 18th century Empress Regnant of Russia, once famously said, 

“I have no way to defend my borders but to extend them.” 

o Russia, the world’s largest country by land mass, lacks natural borders except the Arctic 

Ocean in the north and the Pacific in the Far East. 

o The country’s heartland that runs from St. Petersburg through Moscow to the Volga 

region lies on plains and is vulnerable to attacks. 

 Disintegration of USSR: 

o Mr. Putin termed collapse so Soviet union as “the greatest geopolitical catastrophe of 

the 20th century”. The entire rim land was gone, and the heartland lay vulnerable to 

future threats. 

 NATO endless expansion:  

o NATO continued expansion. In March 1999, in the first enlargement since the end of the 

Cold War, the Czech Republic, Hungary and Poland (all were members of the Soviet-led 

Warsaw Pact) joined NATO. 

o Five years later, seven more countries — including the three Baltic countries of Estonia, 

Latvia and Lithuania, all of which share borders with Russia 

o NATO’s Estonian border to St. Petersburg, the second most populous city in Russia 

that was the Tsarist capital, is less than 160 kilometres. 

 Russia’s gain after Putin came to power:  Russia return as one of the major power in global 

politics. 

 Annexation of Crimea which was part of Ukraine. 
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What is Russia doing to counter the strategy of the west? 

 According to Stanly Johny, Putin is using the strategy of “Defensive aggression”.  Defensive 

aggression means, Mr. Putin has tried to turn every crisis in the former Soviet region into a 

geopolitical opportunity for Russia. For instance, 

o South Ossetia and Abkhazia, the self-proclaimed republics that broke away from 

Georgia, are controlled by Russia-backed forces.  

o In Ukraine, the eastern Donbas region is in the hands of pro-Russian rebels.  

o In 2020, when protests erupted in Belarus after a controversial presidential election, 

Mr. Putin sent assistance to the country to restore order. 

o Russia sent thousands of “peacekeepers” to end the war between Armenia and 

Azerbaijan, re-establishing its strategic dominance in the Caucasus. 

o Belarus leader Alexander Lukashenko, with Mr. Putin’s backing manufactured a migrant 

crisis on the Polish border of the European Union.  

o When violent unrest broke out in Kazakhstan, the largest and wealthiest country in 

Central Asia, its leader turned to Russia for help and a willing Mr. Putin immediately 

dispatched troops (under the banner of the Collective Security Treaty Organization, or 

CSTO) to quell the protests. 

 The geopolitical realities of the present also favour Russia. The U.S.’s ignominious withdrawal 

from Afghanistan has left the Central Asian republics deeper in the Russian embrace. 

Doing so Moscow has effectively stalled NATO’s further expansion into its backyard. 
How it affects India? 
What happens in Europe will not stay in Europe. In 2014, the Russian annexation of Crimea created 
problems for India. Moscow again takes military action against Ukraine, it will significantly 
complicate India’s objectives vis-à-vis Russia, China, the US, Europe, and even Ukraine. 

 It might lead to World war like situation compromising economic and security of the world. 

 Hinder Delhi’s interest in preventing a further deepening of Russia’s ties with China:  

o India is dependent on Russian military supplies. If Beijing asks Moscow to take some 

steps (for instance, stall military supplies to India).  

o 1962, when Moscow needed Beijing’s backing during the Cuban missile crisis, it resulted 

in Soviet support for ally China versus friend India at a crucial moment in the China-India 

war. 

 India’s key partners in loggerheads: 

o  It would complicate India’s efforts to maintain a delicate balance between its 

partnerships with the US, Europe, and Russia.  

o Further hinder India’s ability to do business with Russia and diversify Russia-India ties. 

o I may also hinder getting waiver for S-400 from CAATSA sanctions. 

o Russia would also ask for India’s support in the conflict, rejection of support would 

further deteriorate the relations between India and Russia. 

 Europe could draw US attention away from the Indo-Pacific theatre:  

o Beijing seeks to use the opportunity of the West being distracted to take further military 

action against India or elsewhere, 

 Create headwinds for India’s move to deepen security and economic ties with European 

partners:  

o A crisis nearer home could reduce the Europe’s increased attention to Asia, especially 

India.  
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o Moreover, in order to focus on the Russia challenge, European capitals could seek to 

stabilize ties with China, rather than act against its assertive actions. 

 India Diaspora: Indian envoy in UN mentioned that there are about 20000 Indian people in 

Ukraine, mostly medical students who are studying and business professionals. 

India has advocated Quiet diplomacy and called for diplomatic talk between all the stakeholders. India 
also abstained from UNSC voting regarding the issue and was also not critical of Russia in the Quad 
foreign minister summit.   
India has to talk through a very tight diplomatic rope, balancing is its key partners and its own 
national securing concerns. 
 
 
Sources:  https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/what-vladimir-putin-really-
wants/article65014885.ece 
https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/russia-military-build-up-ukraine-india-7734303/ 
 

  

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/what-vladimir-putin-really-wants/article65014885.ece
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Green Upheaval 
Syllabus: PSIR: Paper 2B – IR theories 

Context:  The New Geopolitics of Energy 
Greenhouse gas emissions continue to grow and as extreme weather events become more frequent 
and harmful; the current efforts to move beyond fossil fuels appear woefully inadequate. Adding to 
the frustration, the geopolitics of oil and gas are alive and well and as fraught as ever. The transition 
will reconfigure many elements of international politics that have shaped the global system since at 
least World War II, significantly affecting the sources of national power, the process of globalization, 
relations among the great powers, and the ongoing economic convergence of developed countries and 
developing ones. 
 
PERSISTENT PETROSTATES 

 When the world achieves net-zero emissions, it will hardly mean the end of fossil fuels 

o A report published in 2021 by the International Energy Agency projected that if the 

world reached net zero by 2050—as the UN IPCC has warned  that it would still be using 

nearly half as much natural gas as today and about one-quarter as much oil. 

  The combination of pressure on investors to divest from fossil fuels and uncertainty about the 

future of oil is already raising concerns that investment levels may plummet in the coming 

years, leading oil supplies to decline 

o Argentina and the United States, which boast large deposits of shale oil and that can 

thereby attract investors who seek faster payback periods and may shy away from 

longer-cycle oil investments given the uncertainties about oil’s long-term outlook 

 As the world starts to use less natural gas, the market shares of the small number of players 

that can produce it most cheaply and most cleanly will rise, particularly if countries taking strong 

climate action decide to curb their own output.  

o For Europe, this will mean increased dependence on Russian gas, especially with the 

advent of the Nord Stream 2 pipeline connecting Russia to Germany. 

POWER FROM POWER 
 In order to understand the geopolitics of a world moving away from fossil fuels, it is critical to grasp 
which elements of being a clean energy superpower will actually yield geopolitical influence. 

 The source of dominance in a clean energy world will be control of the supply chain for 

minerals such as cobalt, copper, lithium, nickel, and rare earths, which are critical to various 

clean energy technologies, including wind turbines and electric vehicles 

o Over the course of the transition, the small number of countries that supply the vast 

majority of critical minerals will enjoy newfound influence. Today, a single country 

accounts for more than half the global supply of cobalt (the Democratic Republic of the 

Congo, or DRC) 

 The second element of clean energy dominance will be the ability to cheaply manufacture 

components for new technologies. 
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o China, for example, accounts for the manufacturing of two-thirds of the world’s 

polysilicon and 90 percent of the semiconductor “wafers” used to make solar power 

cells. 

 A final way in which a country could become a clean energy superpower is through the 

production and export of low-carbon fuels. 

o Countries with cheap gas and good carbon dioxide storage capacity, such as Qatar and 

the United States, may emerge as some of the top exporters of blue hydrogen or 

ammonia. 

 
 
GREENER BUT LESS GLOBAL 
A net-zero global economy will require large supply chains for clean energy components and 
manufactured products, trade in low-carbon fuels and critical minerals, and continued trade (albeit 
much smaller than today) in oil and gas. 

 Decarbonized world will rely more on electricity and a more electricity-reliant world will see 

less global trade in energy.  

o Dependence on imported electricity also creates more energy security concerns for a 

country than, say, dependence on imported oil, since electricity is much harder to 

stockpile and store in the case of supply disruptions or to import from other sources. 

 Additional pressure against globalization will come from the fact that clean energy is already 

contributing to the trend toward protectionism 

o A prominent example of this is the customs duties and tariffs that India is placing on 

Chinese solar panels in order to nurture its own domestic solar industry.  

 Countries taking strong steps toward decarbonization may try to compel others to follow suit 

through economic statecraft which in turn might lead to global fragmentation. 
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o For instance, policymakers in the EU are intent on instituting border adjustment 

mechanisms related to greenhouse gas emissions by 2023. Under this policy, goods 

imported from countries that do not match the EU’s climate standards will be subject 

to tariff-like fees intended to equalize the price of goods based on their carbon content. 

 
WINNERS AND LOSERS 
Moving to a net-zero global economy will require an unprecedented level of global cooperation but will 
also lead to conflict along the way and ultimately produce winners and losers. 

 Some great powers, such as China and the United States, are well positioned to benefit from 

the transition. Others, such as Russia, seem more likely to wind up worse off. 

o China’s lackluster revision of its climate targets and Beijing’s softening on coal policy in 

the face of recent gas shortages are indicative of a trend. 

 Competition may accelerate the pace of clean energy deployment, but it will also fuel tensions 

between the two great powers. 

o China will increasingly assert its power, leveraging its dominant position in clean energy 

manufacturing and its control of critical minerals. 

 The another great-power relationship that the energy transition might transform is that 

between the United States and its European allies.   

o They might form a “climate club” of countries committed to net-zero emissions that 

would impose tariffs on imports from outside the club as advocated in these pages by 

the Nobel Prize–winning economist William Nordhaus in 2020. 

 As the energy transition will inevitably transform Russia’s relations with the other major powers.  

o Without Russia is highly dependent on oil and gas exports, and in the long term, the 

clean energy transition will pose significant risks to its finances and influence.  

o Russia will increasingly turn to the Chinese market to offload its supplies, fostering the 

geopolitical alignment of Moscow and Beijing. 

CONVERGENCE TO DIVERGENCE 

 For the past 30 years, rates of growth in the developing world have on the whole exceeded 

those in the developed world, fueling a gradual economic convergence of rich countries and 

poor ones. In the long run, the transition to clean energy promises to reinforce that trend 

The rocky pathway to decarbonization, however, also poses serious risks for developing countries. The 
rift between rich and poor nations was on full display at the climate meeting in Glasgow. 

 As rich countries feel an increased urgency to slash carbon emissions and developing countries 

remain focused on the need to deliver growth to their citizens, the two groups are set to clash. 

 Urgency of decarbonization increases along with the costs of climate change, the failure of rich 

countries to assist poor ones will be a growing source of geopolitical tension particularly as 

developing countries disproportionately bear the brunt of damage they did not cause 
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o There was also evidence of tension over the fate of the $100 billion in aid to poor 

countries that rich countries pledged at the 2009 Copenhagen climate summit to deliver 

by 2020. That commitment remains unfulfilled 

 Tensions between developed countries and developing ones will escalate not only over the use 

of fossil fuels but also over their production.  

HOW TO LOWER THE RISKS? 

  International climate leadership thus requires far more than just negotiating climate 

agreements, making promises to decarbonize, and mitigating the national security implications 

of the severe impacts of climate change 

 Given the uncertainty about future needs and demands, policymakers should be prepared to 

keep some legacy fossil fuel assets in reserve, in case they are needed for brief periods during 

the transition when there is a disconnect between supply and demand. 

 Another way governments can boost energy security is by reducing supply chain risks—but not 

in a way that would encourage protectionism. 

o In Europe, improved energy security has come not from reducing Russian gas imports—

indeed, those imports have consistently risen—but rather from regulatory and 

infrastructure reforms that have made the European market more integrated and 

competitive. 

 Communities dependent on fossil fuel revenue and jobs will suffer in the absence of 

government-backed economic development and workforce training. Meanwhile, to help low-

income consumers deal with price volatility, policymakers should turn to subsidies or 

temporary tax-rate adjustments, as many European countries have in recent months. 

Sources: https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/world/2021-11-30/geopolitics-energy-green-
upheaval 
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Ink India-Britain free trade, unlock new opportunity 
Syllabus: GS 2: International relations; PSIR: Paper 2B- Global power centres 

 
Context:  FTA negotiations 
There are good economic and strategic reasons for an FTA that will spell many opportunities for both 
countries 

 Prime Ministers Narendra Modi and Boris Johnson declared their ambition to more than 

double bilateral trade by 2030, which totalled over £23 billion in 2019.  

 They directed their governments to take rapid steps to reduce barriers to trade, and to 

complete the groundwork necessary to begin work on a Free Trade Agreement (FTA) by the 

end of 2021 

 
A beginning 

 Both governments have already taken action, for example:- unlocking the export of British 

apples to India and enabling a greater number of Indian Fisheries to export shrimp to the U.K 

 The big next step was the launch of FTA negotiations. On January 2022 in New Delhi, India’s 

Commerce Minister Piyush Goyal and the U.K.’s International Trade Secretary Anne-Marie 

Trevelyan announced their shared ambition to Finish negotiations on a comprehensive and 

balanced FTA by the end of 2022 

Economic Cooperation  

 There are nearly 600 U.K. companies in India employing more than 3, 20, 000 people. This 

includes Barclays and Hindustan Unilever is just two of many examples of British companies 

supporting Prime Minister Modi’s vision for an Atmanirbhar Bharat. 

 Similarly, India is already a big investor into the U.K.  especially in dynamic sectors such as 

Fintech, electric vehicles and batteries 

 India was the U.K.’s second largest source of investment in terms of number of projects. Just 

last week, both Essar Group and Ola Electric announced investments into the U.K 

 Given the size of our two economies the fifth and sixth in the world our trade relationship in 

particular has underperformed. An FTA will change that 

 Having left the European Union’s common trade bloc after 47 years (in 2020), we are building a 

network of like-minded democracies committed to free trade 



News2Notes
 PSI
R 

www.insightsonindia.com Page 45 

 

 

 India has an extraordinary opportunity to transform its economy and society in the next 30 

years, as it hits its demographic sweet spot, at the heart of the Indo-Pacifc  region where half 

the world’s people live and 50% of global economic growth is produced 

 Freer trade with the U.K. will help through greater access to a highly open and competitive 

market, offering valuable opportunities for India’s booming companies  

o For example giving Bengaluru’s start-ups direct access to London’s capital market 

Fine prospects 

 A U.K.-India trade agreement will stimulate growth and employment in both countries.  

o U.K. government analysis shows that, depending on the depth of the deal, an FTA 

would add around £14.8 billion to the GDP of India and the U.K. collectively by 2035 

 Lower barriers coupled with greater regulatory certainty would incentivise new small and 

medium-sized enterprises to export their goods and services 

Way Forward  

  It gives a new framework within which the two countries can grow and flourish together, 

putting the colonial economic relationship where it belongs  in the history books 

 It is one in which two dynamic democracies such as India and the U.K. need to work closer 

together to promote open economies 

 
Sources: https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/russia-a-legacy-relationship-with-
limitations/article37904613.ece 
  

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/russia-a-legacy-relationship-with-limitations/article37904613.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/russia-a-legacy-relationship-with-limitations/article37904613.ece


News2Notes
 PSI
R 

www.insightsonindia.com Page 46 

 

 

World more unpredictable than during the Cold War: 
UN chief 

Syllabus: GS 2: International relations; PSIR: Paper 2B- Changing International Political Order: 
Context:  UN chief Guterres address UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres has said  

 The current world is “much more chaotic, much less predictable” than during the Cold War 

between the former Soviet Union and the United States, and it’s dangerous because there are 

no “instruments” to deal with crises. 

 The Cold War was between two opposing blocs where there were clear rules and mechanisms 

to prevent conflict, because of certain degree of predictability   

o But further stated that, he wouldn’t call the dangerous situation today a Cold War or a 

Hot War but probably “a new form of tepid confrontation”. 

 As he starts his second term as UN secretary-general, Guterres said  the world is worse in many 

ways than it was five years ago because of the COVID-19 pandemic, the climate crisis and 

geopolitical tensions that have sparked conflicts everywhere  

 

 
 Russia v/s USA:- 

o Guterres said his message to Russian President Vladimir Putin “is that there should 

not be any military intervention” in Ukraine. 

o  The UN chief spoke after US Secretary of State Antony Blinken and Russian Foreign 

Minister Sergey Lavrov met in Geneva on the crisis over Ukraine which has seen 

Moscow deploy tens of thousands of troops on its border and Western nations 

sending military hardware to Kyiv. 

o According to him ,dialogue leads to a good solution and that that good solution is that 

there is de-escalation and this crisis ends,”  

U.N. Security Council 
o He states, U.N. Security Council, which does have the power to uphold international 

peace and security including by imposing sanctions and ordering military action, is 

divided, especially its five veto-wielding permanent members. 



News2Notes
 PSI
R 

www.insightsonindia.com Page 47 

 

 

o Russia and China are often at odds with the United States, Britain and France on key 

issues, including on new sanctions against North Korea. 

o Guterres at the news conference said that splitting the world in two  with the United 

States and China creating rival economic systems and rules, each with dominant 

currency, its own Internet, technological strategy and artificial intelligence  must be 

avoided “at all costs”. 

o He always advocated for the need for a unified global market, a unified global 

economy. “At the present moment there are a number of differences but there is a 

need for both  US and China on the importance of a serious dialogue and a serious 

negotiation on the aspect of trade and technology in which the two countries have  

different positions” 

o The secretary-general compared five permanent members as five alarm global fire 

Current Globalized World   

 He cited inequity and injustice in tackling the COVID-19 pandemic, “a global economic system 

rigged against the poor,” insufficient action on “the existential climate threat” and “a wild west 

digital frontier that profits from division”. 

 Further stated, “Social and economic fires” are creating conflicts and unrest around the world, 

and all of them are fuelling mistrust and people’s lost faith in institutions and their underlying 

values. 

 He warned that injustice, inequality, mistrust, racism and discrimination “are casting dark 

shadows across every society” and said all nations must restore “human dignity and human 

decency” and “prevent the death of truth”. 

 
Sources: https://indianexpress.com/article/world/un-chief-world-more-unpredictable-than-during-
the-cold-war-7736600/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

https://indianexpress.com/article/world/un-chief-world-more-unpredictable-than-during-the-cold-war-7736600/
https://indianexpress.com/article/world/un-chief-world-more-unpredictable-than-during-the-cold-war-7736600/
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China Is Losing India 
Syllabus: PSIR Paper 2B: Global Powers 

The Asian neighbors which together contain over a third of the world’s population, promised to work 
more closely in 2020, the 70th anniversary of formal ties between the two nations. Officials outlined 
70 joint activities, ranging from trade and military delegations to academic studies of ancient 
civilizational links, all intended to strengthen Sino-Indian cooperation 
Introduction  

 Over the last two decades, China and India have deepened their diplomatic relations. They 

have strengthened their economic ties; held meetings at the highest levels; and participated 

together in regional institutions such as the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank and 

multilateral organizations such as the BRICS grouping of Brazil, Russia, India, China, and South 

Africa.  

 China is India’s second-largest trading partner, and Chinese investment in India has grown from 

a negligible amount a few years ago to around $26 billion of current and planned investment 

today, including in the technology sector. 

  Recent years have also seen a greater number of Indians traveling to study in China and more 

Chinese tourists visiting India.   

CHANGING DYNAMICS : Growing rivals 

 The Since early 2020, Chinese and Indian troops have been facing off at multiple points on the 

remote, rugged, and often disputed border between the two nations. The situation escalated 

on last June when Chinese and Indian soldiers clashed in the Galwan Valley. 

 According to the Indian government, China precipitated the fighting by seeking to change the 

status quo on the boundary, advancing into or hindering Indian patrols in territory that both 

countries claim. 

 The border dispute between China and India caused a full-fledged war in 1962, and it has been 

a constant source of friction since then.  

  The skirmish resulted in the first fatalities along the Sino-Indian boundary in 45 years. It also 

demonstrated that despite New Delhi’s and Beijing’s cooperative efforts, their relationship is a 

fundamentally and increasingly competitive one that can spill over into conflict. This bloody 

clash in the Himalayas, in other words, could have wider implications for geopolitics in Asia. 

SOURCES OF TENSION 

 Over the last decade, the long-running boundary dispute has flared up at Depsang in 2013 and 

at Chumar in 2014, with the two militaries also involved in a 73-day standoff at Doklam in 2017.  

o In each case, India accused China of trying to unilaterally change the territorial status 

quo by advancing troops and establishing a permanent presence in positions they were 

not supposed to occupy. 

 Other unresolved issues continue to bedevil the bilateral relationship, including the presence of 

the Dalai Lama and Tibetan refugees in India (which rankles China), China’s control of the 

waters of the Brahmaputra River (a source of concern for India), and  New Delhi sees as an 

unbalanced economic relationship. 
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 Beijing strengthened its close ties with India’s longtime rival Pakistan but China has also 

expanded its presence in other South Asian countries, including Bangladesh, Nepal, and Sri 

Lanka, as well as in the wider Indian Ocean region. 

  For its part, Beijing has looked askance at India’s growing closeness not just to the United 

States but also to Australia, Japan, and some Southeast Asian countries. Chinese officials worry 

about India joining U.S.-led efforts to balance against China. 

 At the level of global institutions, Indian officials believe that China seeks to stymie India’s 

ambitions on the international stage by blocking its membership in organizations such as the 

Nuclear Suppliers Group and the United Nations Security Council.  

 China, in turn, worries that greater Indian coordination with the United States in multilateral 

institutions such as the Financial Action Task Force, the United Nations, and the World 

Intellectual Property Organization will threaten Chinese interests. 

 
“A WATERSHED MOMENT” 

 Over the last decade, India has built up infrastructure including roads and bridges near the 

boundary to try to match similar Chinese efforts. But the current standoff differs from the three 

previous clashes of the Xi era in scale as well as intensity. 

  Whereas previous skirmishes occurred in a single location, current one erupted almost 

simultaneously at multiple locations in the western sector of the Sino-Indian border and at one 

in the eastern sector.  

o This round of clashes also saw the deployment of a greater number of troops, and far 

more aggression, on both sides than in previous skirmishes. Satellite imagery and local 

reports suggest that China and India are sending reinforcements to the region 

following the clash. 
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 The violence of Galwan valley has the potential to mark what some analysts have called “a 

watershed moment” in the China-India relationship. Not only did the fighting result in the first 

fatalities along the border since October 1975 but it made clear that the existing boundary 

agreements and protocols are not working. 

  It also suggests that Chinese and Indian officials don’t have the same view about which 

stretches of the border are settled and which remain contested. Beijing is now claiming 

sovereignty over the Galwan Valley, an area that had not been a flash point since 1962.  

o This impasse worryingly echoes the middle to late 1950s, when Indian Prime Minister 

Jawaharlal Nehru believed the boundary issue to be settled but eventually learned that 

the Chinese side did not accept the status quo, leading to a series of events that 

sparked the 1962 China-India war.   

  The clash in the Galwan Valley might lead Indian policymakers to take a hardened approach to 

China.  

 It noted that Subrahmanyam Jaishankar told his counterpart Wang Yi that “this unprecedented 

development will have a serious impact on the bilateral relationship.” Since then, an Indian 

official bluntly noted that it would be “ridiculous” to expect no economic or other 

repercussions.  

o Reports of changes to procurement guidance to India’s telecom sector to exclude 

Chinese companies might be intended as signals, but they also offer a hint of what 

might come next.  

A HARDER LINE 

 The standoff will likely weaken the position of those within the Indian government who seek 

more engagement with China or argue that stronger economic ties would ease political strains.  

 Many erstwhile advocates of these softer approaches have now adopted a more assertive 

stance.     Public sentiment regarding China, already turning sour owing to the spread of the 

novel coronavirus, has deteriorated further as details of the brutality of the killings of Indian 

soldiers in the Galwan Valley spread in Indian media. Calls for a boycott of Chinese products 

quickly followed news of the clash. 

 Latest skirmish has made clear that New Delhi has to make some critical choices. At home, the 

government could feel compelled to improve Indian military capabilities and border 

infrastructure, which will require the diversion of resources away from development spending. 

 In addition, Indian officials will now aim to reinforce relations with other regional and global 

powers to balance against a more assertive China.  

o New Delhi and Washington will likely grow closer. Concerns about China’s behavior in 

large part drive U.S.-Indian relations, alongside an Indian belief that the United States 

is “indispensable” to a global balance of power. 

Way Forward  
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 There remains the distant possibility of India and China reaching a new, more effective 

agreement or modus vivendi. A serious border confrontation in 1986–87 led to a landmark visit 

to China by Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi in 1988 and the subsequent forging of new boundary 

agreements. But such a positive outcome seems unlikely for now. 

  And even if a new agreement materializes, the rancor of the past few weeks ensures that India 

will doubt China’s commitment to future pacts. New Delhi will warily watch its mountainous 

northern border for any sign of Chinese aggression  

Source: https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/asia/2020-06-22/china-losing-india 
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Book Review: 

Foreclosing the Future by Bruce Rich 
 

  

 
Despite the World Bank’s claims that it is a protector of the environment, Bank lending in 
environmentally destructive projects have increased over the past decade. Its projects have also 
caused social disruptions. 
In 2011 UN Secretary General Ban Ki-Moon shocked an audience of bankers and corporate executives in 
Davos Switzerland when he declared that the current economic system was “a recipe for disaster” and 
“a global suicide pact.”  
Over the last two decades the world’s institutions have largely failed to deal with the ecological crises of 
climate change, destruction of species, and pollution of fresh water and oceans. 
 These failures have been accompanied by growing economic inequality in many nations. 

 The vast majority of the world’s economic growth, as well as ecological destruction, is now 

occurring in developing countries, and it is largely in these countries where the environmental 

and economic future of the world will be decided.  

o No institution has played a more influential role in this arena than the World Bank 

Group. 

 The World Bank Group proudly proclaims “our dream is a world without poverty.” It claims to 

be a leader in promoting environmental standards for development, as well as in finance for 

environmental purposes, such as mitigating climate change. 

o In reality it is a microcosm of the failures of its 188 member countries to address the 

challenges of economic development. 

 Internal Bank studies reveal that the Bank’s incorporation of environmental concerns into its 

lending decisions has actually decreased since the turn of the millennium. 

 Over the past decade, as the US and other rich countries gave the Bank many extra billions to 

fight global warming, it actually increased its lending for giant coal power plants and oil 

development  including two of the 50 biggest new single sources of greenhouse gas emissions 

on earth 
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 The turn of the millennium the Bank has continued to support dubious schemes such as Chinese 

resettlement into ethnic Tibetan areas and huge mining and oil projects. These projects have 

spurred protests among some of the world’s poorest and most disenfranchised people as well 

as by Nobel Peace laureates such as the Dalai Lama and Arch-Bishop Desmond Tutu. 

 It convened multi-year, wide-ranging international reviews to come up with policies to improve 

large dams and extractive industry projects 

 For many years the Bank, together with the US Treasury Department and other international 

agencies, helped promote a one-sided economic globalization that has liberalized trade and 

unleashed capital flows. It has done so with little effective countervailing regulation at either 

the national or international level to address environmental and social abuses 

 Hearings of the US Senate Foreign Relations Committee found several years ago that as much 

as 30% of the Bank’s lending is corrupted by its borrowers, abetted by major banks, 

corporations, and the global web of money laundering centers. 

o Yet the World Bank Group, and particularly the IFC, habitually supports companies that 

use off-shore tax havens such as the Cayman Islands and Bermuda. 

 The Bank’s behavior is rooted in a dysfunctional internal culture, the so-called loan approval 

culture 

o The pressure to move money even in violation of Bank policies concerning the 

environment, protecting the poor, and preventing stealing from Bank loans. 

o  Much of problem lies with Bank management’s lack of political will to resist the 

hypocritical pressures of its 188 member countries donors and borrowers alike and the 

failure of these governments to hold management accountable.  

o Thousands of pages of both internal Bank reviews and external studies have 

documented not just for years, but for decades, the disastrous consequences of this 

failure of accountability with no lasting impact on the institution’s management. 

Contemporary critiques of globalization contend that a global economy calls for a global project of 
justice, including conserving the earth for the poor and for future generations. The World Bank’s 
misplaced priorities and lack of accountability are driving societies apart while undermining the 
ecological foundations on which humanity depends. The result is a looming global debt that is rapidly 
foreclosing the future.  
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Dismantling Gandhism: Remarks on Ambedkar's "What 
Congress and Gandhi Have Done to the Untouchables" 

 

 

 

What Congress and Gandhi Have Done to the Untouchables is a book-length study of the politics of 
the Indian National Congress by Dr. B. R. Ambedkar.  

 Dr. Ambedkar offers an insightful account of the lack of political privileges enjoyed by the 

Scheduled Caste candidates (over the course of the election) in stark contrast to the powerful, 

bourgeois-dominated Congress party. 

 The results of the 1937 election, as Dr. Ambedkar states in his work What Congress and Gandhi 

Have Done to the Untouchables clearly depicted the unchallenged popularity of the Congress 

Party which captured 139 seats out of 151 reserved for the Scheduled Castes. The 

Independent labor Party organized by Dr. Ambedkar managed a pittance comprising 12 seats 

only. 

o Sekhar Bandopadhyay describes as a “Brahman-bourgeois Congress” way of 

“appropriating Dalit politics during the last phase of the colonial rule” 

Dr. Ambedkar challenges the pretensions of the Congress Party as fundamentally representative of a 
unified India. 

 Dr. Ambedkar asserts that during the elections “Untouchables in almost every constituency 

fought against the Congress by putting up their candidates” and that “the majority of 78 seats 

won by the Congress were won with the help of Hindu votes and that they do not therefore in 

any way represent the Scheduled Castes” 

 He further argues that right from the early days of Congress, it is not inclusive of the 

untouchables.  

o He quotes the excerpts from The Uplift of the Depressed Classes penned by Annie 

Besant in which she argues that the Untouchable in India is “a large class of people, 

ignorant, unclean in language and habits” 

o Further the leaders like Tilak, Lala Lajpat Roy associated nationalism with Hinduism. 

This further alienated the untouchables because they were not allowed to enter 

temples in Hindu dominated society.  
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o As Manjit Singh states, “real opposition to the social reform movement came from 

individuals like Tilak, Lajpat Rai, Pal and Annie Besant etc., who identified nationalism 

with Hinduism” 

Biased Father of nation  

 Mahatma Gandhi was a national leader who invested great emphasis on his reputation as the 

savior of the Untouchables, Dr. Ambedkar has identified are several anachronistic sides to this 

dignified leader, prime amongst them being his aversion to dedicating himself towards the 

complete dissolution of caste barriers. 

Dr. Ambedkar cites the example of the Bardoli programme which was ostensibly organized by the 
Congress party under the leadership of Mahatma Gandhi for the uplift of the Untouchables. 

o Yet, the programme was not aimed at the removal of untouchability as a social 

practice. The programme, in the opinion of Dr. Ambedkar, “openly recognized 

untouchability” and did no more than “provide separate wells and separate schools for 

the Untouchables”  

o A meagre amount of funds was reserved for the implementation of the programme and 

some serious crises emerged out of this paucity of financial resources 

 The chapter in his book “Gandhism and the Doom of the Untouchables”, he argues, Mahatma 

that premised themselves upon obscure arguments of eastern mysticism and spirituality. 

Gandhi’s ideologies championed an orthodox and essentially conservative model of the Hindu 

society. 

 Ambedkar remained strongly opposed to the victory of mysticism over pure reason. 

 Gandhi’s social ideal was based either on the model of caste system or that of Varna. He wanted 

to maintain status quo regarding hierarchy in the Varna system.  Thus he discouraged any 

revolt by laborers against their employers. He argued it would involve a great amount of 

unnecessary violence. Violence, in Gandhian rhetoric, symbolizes blasphemy of herculean 

proportions. 

 Gandhi viewed the advent of an age of modern machines and technologies as seedlings sown 

for another instance of western imperialism where the race for materialistic gains would 

obliterate yet another nation. Dr. Ambedkar, however, argues that the distress caused by 

machinery and modern civilization arises from the social organisation where the benefits of 

technologies are concentrated in the hands of moneyed few while others are distinctly 

deprived of its assistance. 

Indian National Congress comprising elite leaders who remained aloof from the harsh reality of the 
struggles faced by the Untouchables was more of a detriment to the radical reformation of caste-
based atrocities and privations embedded within the structure of the Hindu society. 

Thus, Congress and Mr. Gandhi did great harm to the cause of the Untouchables. 

 

Source: https://www.allaboutambedkaronline.com/post/dismantling-gandhism-critical-remarks-on-
what-congress-and-gandhi-have-done-to-the-untouchables 
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“Beta Know the Data" 
 

 According to PRS Legislative Research Question hour functioned only 77% IN Loksabha and 47% 

in Rajya sabha  

 Between the First Lok Sabha (1952) and the Seventeenth Lok Sabha (2019) women’s 

representation has increased from 4.4 % to 14.4%. 

 According to the 2011 census ,the Scheduled Castes comprise about 16.6% of India's population  

 Bangladesh is India’s biggest trade partner in South Asia  

 The US replaced Mauritius as the second-largest source of Foreign Direct Investment into India 

during 2020-21 with inflows of USD 13.82 billion 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


	Constitution (First Amendment Act), 1951
	Indian Judiciary
	The Paradox of ‘Centralised Federalism’
	25 years on, many Indian states haven’t implemented a law that empowers Adivasi communities
	The Real Crisis of Global Order
	Role of Indian diaspora
	India-Central Asia Summit
	India – Central Asia: Why is the region important for India?
	QUAD convergence and divergence
	Russia Ukraine conflict
	Green Upheaval
	Ink India-Britain free trade, unlock new opportunity
	World more unpredictable than during the Cold War: UN chief
	China Is Losing India
	Book Review:
	Foreclosing the Future by Bruce Rich
	Dismantling Gandhism: Remarks on Ambedkar's "What Congress and Gandhi Have Done to the Untouchables"

	“Beta Know the Data"

