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1. Polity 
 
1) Consider the following statements. 
 1. The absentee voter refers to a vote cast by someone who is unable to go to the polling station. 
 2. The power to include any category of persons like disabled and people over 80 years of age in the 
absentee voter list lies with the Election Commission of India. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
On the recommendation of the Election Commission, the Ministry of Law and Justice can amend the Conduct of 
Election Rules, 1961, for allowing senior citizens and person with disabilities in the absentee voter list. 
 
The absentee voter refers to a vote cast by someone who is unable to go to the polling station. 
 
2) Consider the following statements regarding Urban local bodies. 
 1. Since the enactment of 74th Constitution Amendment Act, elections to urban local bodies is held once 
in every five years in all states in India. 
 2. As per the amended Municipal Corporation Act of 1888, Mayors are directly elected by the people in 
all states. 
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 
 a) 1 only  
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
In some States, elections to urban local bodies have not been held for years, defeating the lofty goal of 
decentralised governance. 
 
In some states like Bihar, Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand, Madhya Pradesh, Odisha, Uttar Pradesh and Uttarakhand; 
Mayors are directly elected by the people. 
 
3) The Vice-president of India is elected by the electoral college consisting of 

1. Elected Members of the Parliament. 
2. Nominated Members of the Parliament. 
3. Elected Members of State Legislative Assemblies 

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 1, 3 
b) 1 only 
c) 1, 2 
d) 1, 2, 3 
 
Solution: c) 

 
The Vice-President is elected by the method of indirect election. He is elected by the members of an electoral 
college consisting of the members of both Houses of Parliament. Thus, this electoral college is different from the 
electoral college for the election of the President in the following two respects: 
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1. It consists of both elected and nominated members of the Parliament (in the case of president, only elected 
members). 
2. It does not include the members of the state legislative assemblies (in the case of President, the elected 
members of the state legislative assemblies are included). 
 
4) Consider the following statements about Election Commission of India. 

1. Election Commission of India is a permanent Constitutional Body. 
2. The Chief Election Commissioner can be removed from office only through impeachment by 
Parliament. 
3. If elections are being held only for the State Legislature, the expenditure is borne entirely by the 
concerned State.  

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1, 3 
b) 1 only 
c) 1, 2 
d) 1, 2, 3 
 
Solution: d) 

 
The Constitution of India has vested in the Election Commission of India the superintendence, direction and 
control of the entire process for conduct of elections to Parliament and Legislature of every State and to the 
offices of President and Vice-President of India. 
Election Commission of India is a permanent Constitutional Body. The Election Commission was established in 
accordance with the Constitution on 25th January 1950.  
 
The President appoints Chief Election Commissioner and Election Commissioners. They have tenure of six years, 
or up to the age of 65 years, whichever is earlier. They enjoy the same status and receive salary and perks as 
available to Judges of the Supreme Court of India. The Chief Election Commissioner can be removed from office 
only through impeachment by Parliament. 
 
If elections are being held only for the Parliament, the expenditure is borne entirely by the Union Government 
while for the elections being held only for the State Legislature, the expenditure is borne entirely by the 
concerned State. In case of simultaneous elections to the Parliament and State Legislature, the expenditure is 
shared equally between the Union and the State Governments. For Capital equipment, expenditure related to 
preparation for electoral rolls and the scheme for Electors' Identity Cards too, the expenditure is shared equally.  
 
5) ‘Constitutional Emergency’ is declared when  

a) Constitutional machinery in a state(s) of India has failed  
b) External aggression or armed rebellion has been declared against the State of India 
c) Council of Ministers is dissolved without the possibility of formation of an interim government at the 
center. 
d) Any of the above occurs 
 
Solution: a) 
 

The Constitution stipulates three types of emergencies: 

• An emergency due to war, external aggression or armed rebellion (Article 352). This is popularly known 
as ‘National Emergency’. However, the Constitution employs the expression ‘proclamation of 
emergency’ to denote an emergency of this type. 

• An Emergency due to the failure of the constitutional machinery in the states (Article 356). This is 
popularly known as ‘President’s Rule’. It is also known by two other names—‘State Emergency’ or 
‘constitutional Emergency’. However, the Constitution does not use the word ‘emergency’ for this 
situation. 

• Financial Emergency due to a threat to the financial stability or credit of India (Article 360). 
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6) Consider the following statements regarding Election Commission of India.  
1. The Constitution has not specified the term of the members of the Election Commission.   
2. The Constitution has debarred the retiring election commissioners from any further appointment by 
the Government.    
3. In case of difference of opinion amongst the Chief Election Commissioner and/or two other election 
commissioners, the matter is decided by the Chief Election Commissioner.   

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: a) 
 

• The Constitution has not prescribed the qualifications (legal, educational, administrative or judicial) of 
the members of the Election Commission.   

• The Constitution has not specified the term of the members of the Election Commission.   

• The Constitution has not debarred the retiring election commissioners from any further appointment 
by the government. 

 
The Chief election commissioner and the two other election commissioners have equal powers and receive 
equal salary, allowances and other perquisites, which are similar to those of a judge of the Supreme Court.  
In case of difference of opinion amongst the Chief Election Commissioner and/or two other election 
commissioners, the matter is decided by the Commission by majority. 
 
7) Which of the following are the provisions for independent functioning of the UPSC? 
 1. The chairman can be removed from office by the president only in the manner and on the grounds 
similar to that of a judge of the Supreme Court. 
 2. The entire expenses of the UPSC are charged on the Consolidated Fund of India. 
 3. The chairman is not eligible for further employment in the Government of India or a state. 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
The Constitution has made the following provisions to safeguard and ensure the independent and impartial 
functioning of the UPSC: 
(a) The chairman or a member of the UPSC can be removed from office by the president only in the manner 
and on the grounds mentioned in the Constitution. Therefore, they enjoy security of tenure.  
(b) The conditions of service of the chairman or a member, though determined by the president, cannot be 
varied to his disadvantage after his appointment. 
(c) The entire expenses including the salaries, allowances and pensions of the chairman and members of the 
UPSC are charged on the Consolidated Fund of India. Thus, they are not subject to vote of Parliament. 
(d) The chairman of UPSC (on ceasing to hold office) is not eligible for further employment in the Government 
of India or a state. 
(e) A member of UPSC (on ceasing to hold office) is eligible for appointment as the chairman of UPSC or a State 
Public Service Commission (SPSC), but not for any other employment in the Government of India or a state. 
(f) The chairman or a member of UPSC is (after having completed his first term) not eligible for reappointment to 
that office (i.e., not eligible for second term). 
 
8) Consider the following statements regarding Statutory Grants 
 1. Statutory Grants are granted under Article 282.  
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 2. The statutory grants are given to the states on the recommendation of the Finance Commission. 
 3. These grants are charged on the Consolidated Fund of India every year. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

a) 1, 2  
b) 2, 3  
c) 1, 3  
d) 1, 2, 3 
 
Solution: b) 

 
Statutory Grants 
Article 275 empowers the Parliament to make grants to the states which are in need of financial assistance 
and not to every state. Also, different sums may be fixed for different states. Hence, statement 1 is incorrect. 
 
These sums are charged on the Consolidated Fund of India every year. The statutory grants under Article 275 
(both general and specific) are given to the states on the recommendation of the Finance Commission. 
 
Discretionary Grants 
Article 282 empowers both the Centre and the states to make any grants for any public purpose, even if it is not 
within their respective legislative competence.  
“These grants are also known as discretionary grants, the reason being that the Centre is under no obligation to 
give these grants and the matter lies within its discretion. 
 
9) Consider the following statements regarding Comptroller and Auditor General of India (CAG) 

1. He is the guardian of the public purse and controls the entire financial system of the country. 
2. He holds office for a period of six years or up to the age of 65 years. 
3. He can be removed by the president after an enquiry by the Supreme Court. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1, 2  
b) 2, 3  
c) 1, 3  
d) 1, 2, 3 
 
Solution: a) 

 
The Constitution of India (Article 148) provides for an independent office of the Comptroller and Auditor General 
of India (CAG). He is the head of the Indian Audit and Accounts Department. He is the guardian of the public 
purse and controls the entire financial system of the country at both the levels–the Centre and the state. His 
duty is to uphold the Constitution of India and laws of Parliament in the field of financial administration. 
 
He holds office for a period of six years or up to the age of 65 years, whichever is earlier. He can resign any time 
from his office by addressing the resignation letter to the president. He can also be removed by the president 
on same grounds and in the same manner as a judge of the Supreme Court.  
 
10) Consider the following statements regarding National Human Rights Commission. 
 1. The National Human Rights Commission is a constitutional body with powers of a civil court and its 
proceedings having a judicial character. 
 2. The functions of the commission are mainly recommendatory in nature. 
 3. The commission is not empowered to inquire into any matter after the expiry of one year from the 
date on which the act was committed. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2 only 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
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 Solution: c) 
 
The National Human Rights Commission is a statutory (and not a constitutional) body. It was established in 
1993 under a legislation enacted by the Parliament, namely, the Protection of Human Rights Act, 1993. 
 
The commission is not empowered to inquire into any matter after the expiry of one year from the date on 
which the act constituting violation of human rights is alleged to have been committed. 
 
The functions of the commission are mainly recommendatory in nature. It has no power to punish the violators 
of human rights, nor to award any relief including monetary relief to the victim. Notably, its recommendations 
are not binding on the concerned government or authority. But, it should be informed about the action taken on 
its recommendations within one month. 
 
11) Consider the following statements. 
 1. It is the primary duty of the State under Article 47 of the Constitution to raise the level 
of nutrition and standard of living of its people. 
 2. Article 47 also makes provision for Prohibition of consumption except for medicinal purposes of 
intoxicating drinks and of other drugs which are injurious to health. 
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
Article 47: Duty of the State to raise the level of nutrition and the standard of living and to improve public 
health. The State shall regard the raising of the level of nutrition and the standard of living of its people and the 
improvement of public health as among its primary duties and, in particular, the State shall endeavour to bring 
about prohibition of the consumption except for medicinal purposes of intoxicating drinks and of drugs which 
are injurious to health. 
 
12) Parliament can make laws on the subjects enumerated in the state list to give effect to international agreements, 

treaties and conventions with 
 a) Consent of all the states 
 b) Consent of majority of the states 
 c) Consent of the states concerned 
 d) Without the consent of any state 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
Article 253 - Parliament has power to make any law for the whole or any part of the territory of India for 
implementing any treaty, agreement or convention with any other country or countries or any decision made at 
any international conference, association or other body. 
 
13) Consider the following statements regarding Emergency Provisions in Indian Constitution  

1. All types of emergency proclaimed by the President has to be approved by the Parliament.  
2. Financial emergency is in operation indefnitely till the President revokes it  
3. In the case of National emergency, approval of half of the state’s legislature and Parliament is 
required.  

Which of the above statements is/are correct?  
a) 1 only  
b) 1, 2  
c) 2, 3  
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d) 1, 2, 3  
 

Solution: b) 
 
National Emergency requires approval from the parliament only.  
 
14) Consider the following statements regarding Privilege motion. 
 1. It can be moved only in the Lok Sabha. 
 2. Any notice should be relating to an incident of recent occurrence. 
 3. The Speaker is the first level of scrutiny of a privilege motion. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Parliamentary privileges are certain rights and immunities enjoyed by members of Parliament, individually and 
collectively, so that they can “effectively discharge their functions”. When any of these rights and immunities 
are disregarded, the offence is called a breach of privilege and is punishable under law of Parliament. 
A notice is moved in the form of a motion by any member of either House against those being held guilty of 
breach of privilege. 
A member may, with the consent of the Speaker or the Chairperson, raise a question involving a breach of 
privilege either of a member or of the House or of a committee thereof. The rules however mandate that any 
notice should be relating to an incident of recent occurrence and should need the intervention of the House.  
The Speaker/RS chairperson is the first level of scrutiny of a privilege motion. The Speaker/Chair can decide on 
the privilege motion himself or herself or refer it to the privileges committee of Parliament. 
 
15) Consider the following statements regarding Demands for Grants. 
 1. The demands for grants are presented to the Lok Sabha along with the Annual Financial Statement. 
 2. Regarding Union Territories without Legislature, a separate demand is presented for each of such 
Union Territories. 
 3. The voting of demands for grants has to be done by Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha separately. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2, 3 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
• Article 113 of the Constitution of India mandates that estimates of expenditure from the Consolidated 

Fund of India are included in the Annual Financial Statement, which are required to be voted by the Lok 
Sabha, and submitted in the form of demand for grants. 

• The demands for grants are presented to the Lok Sabha along with the Annual Financial Statement. More 
than one Demand may be presented for a Ministry or Department depending on the nature of expenditure. 

• Regarding Union Territories without Legislature, a separate demand is presented for each of such Union 
Territories. 

The voting of demands for grants is the exclusive privilege of the Lok Sabha, that is, the Rajya Sabha 
has no power of voting the demands. The voting is confined to the votable part of the budget—the expenditure 
charged on the Consolidated Fund of India is not submitted to the vote (it can only be discussed).  
 
16) Consider the following statements. 
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 1. As per the constitution, a civil servant cannot be dismissed or removed by an authority subordinate to 
that by which he was appointed. 
 2. The all-India services are controlled jointly by the Central and state governments.  
 3. Any disciplinary action against the officers of all-India services can be taken by both Central and state 
governments. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
As per the constitution, a civil servant cannot be dismissed or removed by an authority subordinate to that by 
which he was appointed. Since, the Central government makes their appointment on the warrant of the 
President, they can’t be removed by anyone other than the President.  
However, the all-India services are controlled jointly by the Central and state governments.  
The ultimate control lies with the Central government while the immediate control is vested in the state 
governments.  
Any disciplinary action (imposition of penalties or removal or reduction in rank) against these officers can only 
be taken by the Central government.  
 
17) The Government of India celebrates April 21 every year as 'Civil Services day'. Consider the following 

statements regarding this. 
 1. It was on this date the Indian Covenanted Civil Services were created by the British. 
 2. First Civil Services Day was celebrated in 1949 after the adoption of the Constitution.  
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
The Government of India celebrates April 21 every year as ‘Civil Services day’ as an occasion for the civil servants 
to rededicate themselves to the cause of citizen and renew their commitments to public service and excellence 
in work. This date is chosen to commemorate the day when first Home Minister of Independent India, 
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel addressed the probationers of Administrative Services Officers in 1947 at Metcalf 
House, Delhi, he referred to civil servants as the ‘steel frame of India’. The first such function was held in 
Vigyan Bhawan, New Delhi 21 April 2006. 
 
18) Consider the following statements. 
 1. The Constitution empowers the President to regulate the recruitment and the conditions of service of 
the persons appointed to public services and posts under the Centre. 
 2. According to the Constitution, the civil servants of the Union hold office during the pleasure of the 
President, and those at the state at the pleasure of the Governor.  
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: b) 
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Article 309 empowers the Parliament and the state legislatures to regulate the recruitment and the conditions 
of service of the persons appointed to public services and posts under the Centre and the states, respectively. 
 
Article 310 essentially conveys that civil servants of the Union hold office during the pleasure of the President, 
and those at the state at the pleasure of the Governor.  
 
19) Consider the following statements regarding Central Administrative Tribunal (CAT).  
 1. The members are drawn from both judicial and administrative streams appointed by the president of 
India. 
 2. Members of CAT have been given the status of High Court Judges. 
 3. No appeal against the orders of the CAT lies to any tribunal or courts in India. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1 only 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
The members are drawn from both judicial and administrative streams appointed by the president. 
 
With the amendment in Administrative Tribunals Act, 1985 in 2006, the members have been given the status of 
judges of High Courts.  
 
Originally, appeals against the orders of the CAT could be made only in the Supreme Court and not in the high 
courts.  
However, in the Chandra Kumar case (1997), the Supreme Court declared this restriction on the jurisdiction of 
the High Courts as unconstitutional, holding that judicial review is a part of the basic structure of the 
Constitution. 
 
20) The jurisdiction of Central Administrative Tribunal (CAT) extends to? 
 1. Civil posts under the Centre 
 2. Civilian employees of defence services 
 3. Officers and servants of the Supreme Court 
 4. Secretarial staff of the Parliament 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
The CAT exercises original jurisdiction in relation to recruitment and all service matters of public servants 
covered by it. Its jurisdiction extends to the all-India services, the Central civil services, civil posts under the 
Centre and civilian employees of defence services. However, the members of the defence forces, officers and 
servants of the Supreme Court and the secretarial staff of the Parliament are not covered by it. 
 
21) Which of the following are the manifestations of the democratic character of the Indian polity? 
 1. Periodic elections 
 2. Complete absence of discrimination 
 3. Universal adult franchise 
 4. Rule of law 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 3 
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 b) 1, 3 
 c) 1, 3, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Universal adult franchise, periodic elections, rule of law, independence of judiciary, and absence of 
discrimination on certain grounds are the manifestations of the democratic character of the Indian polity. 
 
22) Consider the following statements regarding Preamble. 
 1. The British Constitution was the first to begin with a Preamble. 
 2. The Preamble to the Indian Constitution is based on the ‘Objectives Resolution’. 
 3. It has been amended only once by the 44th Constitutional Amendment Act. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2 only 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
The American Constitution was the first to begin with a Preamble. Many countries, including India, followed 
this practice. The term ‘Preamble’ refers to the introduction or preface to the Constitution. 
 
The Preamble to the Indian Constitution is based on the ‘Objectives Resolution’, drafted and moved by Pandit 
Nehru, and adopted by the Constituent Assembly. It has been amended by the 42nd Constitutional 
Amendment Act (1976), which added three new words–Socialist, Secular and Integrity. 
 
23) That the state should give free legal aid to the poor is a provision under 
 a) Articles 14 of Fundamental Rights 
 b) Article 39 of the Directive Principles 
 c) Article 21 as interpreted by the Supreme Court 
 d) None of the above 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
To promote equal justice and to provide free legal aid to the poor comes under Article 39 A.  
 
24) In order to fulfil the dreams of Gandhiji, which of his ideas were included as Directive Principles? 
 1. To promote cottage industries on an individual or co-operation basis in rural areas. 
 2. To promote the educational and economic interests of SCs, STs, and other weaker sections of the 
society. 
 3. To organise village panchayats and endow them with necessary powers and authority to enable them 
to function as units of self-government. 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
  
 Solution: d) 
 
In order to fulfil the dreams of Gandhi, some of his ideas were included as Directive Principles. They require the 
State:  
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1. To organise village panchayats and endow them with necessary powers and authority to enable them to 
function as units of self-government (Article 40).  
2. To promote cottage industries on an individual or co-operation basis in rural areas (Article 43).  
3. To promote voluntary formation, autonomous functioning, democratic control and professional management 
of co-operative societies (Article 43B).  
4. To promote the educational and economic interests of SCs, STs, and other weaker sections of the society and 
to protect them from social injustice and exploitation (Article 46). 
 
25) To move a matter from Concurrent List to the Union List it requires   

a) a Cabinet resolution to this effect   
b) a consultation by the President from the Governors of a majority of States   
c) the consent of all State Legislatures   
d) a Rajya Sabha resolution to this effect   
 
Solution: d) 

 
If the Union Parliament wishes to remove a matter from the State list (over which only the State Legislature can 
make law) or to either the Union List or Concurrent List in the interest of the nation, the approval of the Rajya 
Sabha is necessary.  
The same is true when matter need to be moved from Concurrent List to the Union list.  
 
  
 

 

2. Ancient & Medieval India + Art & Culture 
 
1) The oldest-known art in India, also known as Bhima’s Lounge (Bhima - Pandava prince from the 

Mahabharata), is found in 
 a) Ajanta caves 
 b) Karla caves 
 c) Bhimbetka caves 
 d) Ellora caves 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Bhimbetka is an archaeological site in the foothills of the Vindhyan Mountains on the southern edge of the 
central Indian plateau. 
Bhimbetka, which has the oldest-known art in India, is also known as Bhima’s Lounge (Bhima - Pandava prince 
from the Mahabharata). 
 
2) Consider the following statements regarding Jorwe culture. 
 1. The Jorwe culture is dated around 1400 to 700 BC and covered in present day Maharashtra. 
 2. The Jorwe culture was mainly urban. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
The most extensive excavations have taken place in western Maharashtra. Several Chalcolithic sites, such as 
Jorwe, Nevasa, Daimabad in Ahmadanagar district; Chandoli, Songaon, and Inamgaon in Pune district; and also 
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Prakash and Nasik have been excavated. They all relate to the Jorwe culture named after Jorwe, the type-site 
situated on the left bank of the Pravara river, a tributary of the Godavari, in Ahmadnagar district. The Jorwe 
culture owed much to the Malwa culture, but it also shared elements of the Neolithic culture of the south. 
 
The Jorwe culture, c. 1400 to 700 BC covered modern Maharashtra except parts of Vidarbha and the coastal 
region of Konkan. Although the Jorwe culture was rural, some of its settlements, such as Daimabad and 
Inamgaon, had almost reached the urban stage. 
 
3) Bhimbetka caves shows the continuity of human evolution from the Lower Palaeolithic Period to the 

Mesolithic period to the chalcolithic period. This can be noticed through 
 1. There are a large number of Shanka Lipi inscriptions in the Bhimbetka cluster of rock shelters. 
 2. It contains evidence of the use of tools and implements from all these periods.  
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
In the caves, the continuity of human evolution from the Lower Palaeolithic Period is noticed by the smaller size 
of stone tools in the following Middle Palaeolithic Period besides new tools like scrapers.  
 
Shankhalipi or "shell-script" is a term used by scholars to describe ornate spiral Brahmi characters that resemble 
conch shells (or shankhas). They are found in inscriptions across various parts of India except the far south and 
date to between the 4th and 8th centuries CE.  
 
4) Which of the following are the features of the Chalcolithic period? 
 1. Painted pottery was practiced during this period.  
 2. People started using iron, but did not know of copper and bronze metals. 
 3. A new technology for smelting metal ore was developed.  
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Black on Red ware is a famous pottery of this age.  
 
It is marked by the use of copper as the first major metal in India. Bronze too was used. The Chalcolithic age is 
followed by Iron Age. Iron is frequently referred to in the Vedas.  
 
5) Consider the following statements.  

1. During the Neolithic phase, the cultivation of plants and domestication of animals led to the 
emergence of village communities based on sedentary life. 

 2. The people of Neolithic Age used clothes made of cotton and wool.  
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: d) 
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During the Neolithic phase, the cultivation of plants and domestication of animals led to the emergence of 
village communities based on sedentary life. 
 
The people of Neolithic Age used clothes made of cotton and wool. 
 
6)  Which of the following places were visited by Gautama Buddha? 

 1. Kaushambi 
 2. Vaishali 
 3. Shravasti 
 4. Varanasi 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 3 
 b) 1, 2, 4 
 c) 2, 3, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
Gautama Buddha delivered his first sermon at Sarnath in Banaras. He undertook long journeys and carried his 
message far and wide. The cities Kaushambi, Shravasti, Varanasi, Vaishali, and Rajgriha, were visited by 
Buddha. 
 
7) Consider the following statements regarding Mahayana Buddhism. 
 1. The concept of Bodhisattva is the result of Mahayana Buddhism. 

2. They believe in universal liberation from suffering of all beings. 
 3. The Mahayana scholars predominantly used Sanskrit as a language. 
 4. Emperor Ashoka patronised Mahayana school. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3, 4 
 c) 1, 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Mahayana Buddhism: 

• It means the greater vehicle. 

• The school is more liberal and believes in the heavenliness of Buddha and Bodhisattvas embodying 
Buddha Nature. The ultimate goal under Mahayana is “spiritual upliftment”. 

• The Mahayana followers believe in idol or image worship of Buddha. 

• The concept of Bodhisattva is the result of Mahayana Buddhism. Mahayana is also called 
“Bodhisattvayana”, or the “Bodhisattva Vehicle. That is to say, the followers believe in Bodhisattva 
concept of salvation of all conscious individual. 

• In other words, they believe in universal liberation from suffering of all beings. 

• A bodhisattva seeks complete enlightenment for the benefit of all beings. A bodhisattva who has 
accomplished this goal is called a Samyaksaṃbuddha. 

• Prominent Mahayana texts include Lotus Sutra, Mahavamsa, etc. 

• The Mahayana scholars predominantly used Sanskrit as a language. 
Emperor Ashoka patronised Hinayana sect as Mahayana school came into being much later. 
 
8) The predecessor of Buddha under Buddhism was 

 a) Maitreya 
 b) Kassapa Buddha 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/


INSTA STATIC QUIZ 

www.insightsonindia.com                                                           14                                                                         InsightsIAS 

 c) Vajrapani  
 d) Avalokitāśvara 

 
 Solution: b) 
 
Buddha is known in various Buddhist texts also as Tathagata and Sakyamuni. The predecessor of Buddha under 
Buddhism was Kassapa Buddha and his successor will be Maitreya. 
 
9) Consider the following statements. 
 1. Lothal remained an emporium of trade between the Harappan civilization and the remaining part of 
India. 
 2. One of the evidence of trade in Lothal is the discovery of typical Persian gulf seal - a circular button 
seal. 
 3. Lothal site is listed as a UNESCO World Heritage Site. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 1, 2 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Lothal was a major trade centre, importing huge raw materials like copper, chert and semi-precious stones from 
Mohenjo-daro and Harappa, and mass distributing to inner villages and towns. 
One of the evidence of trade in Lothal is the discovery of typical Persian gulf seals, a circular button seal.  
Lothal remained an emporium of trade between the Harappan civilization and the remaining part of India as 
well as Mesopotamia. 
 
The Lothal site was nominated, in April 2014, as a UNESCO World Heritage Site, and its application is pending on 
the tentative list of UNESCO. 

 
10) Consider the following statements regarding Mesolithic and Neolithic cultures. 
 1. Hunting-gathering pattern of life was prevalent both in Mesolithic and Neolithic period. 
 2. Mesolithic cultures did not practice domestication of animals unlike Neolithic people.  

 3. Evidence of pottery is absent from the Neolithic culture but is markedly found in Mesolithic culture.  
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1 only 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 

 
Hunting-gathering pattern of life was prevalent since Old stone age to Mesolithic and Neolithic.   
However, there seems to have been a shift from big animal hunting to small animal hunting and fishing. This is 
how bows and arrows were used in this period.   
 
Domestication of animals, horticulture and primitive cultivation started during Mesolithic period itself.  
However, during Neolithic period, domestication of sheep, goats and cattle was widely prevalent. Cattle were 
used for cultivation and for transport. 

 
During Neolithic age, wheels were used to make pottery. Pottery was used for cooking as well as storage of 
food grains. 
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11) In Buddhist traditions, Marici is considered as 
 a) Paramita 
 b) anatta 
 c) Bodhisattva 
 d) Asura 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Mārīcī is a Buddhist god (deva) or goddess, as well as a bodhisattva associated with light and the Sun. 
 
12) Consider the following statements regarding the teachings of Buddha. 
 1. Buddha laid great emphasis on the law of karma. 
 2. Buddha taught that the soul does not exist. 
 3. Buddha rejects the existence of god. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: a) 
 

• Buddha neither accepts god nor rejects the existence of god.  

• He laid great emphasis on the law of karma. He argued that the condition of man in this life depends upon 
his own deeds. 

• He taught that the soul does not exist. However, he emphasized Ahimsa. By his love for human beings and 
all living creatures, he endeared himself to all. 

 
13) With reference to Ancient India, Consider the following statements regarding Shrenis? 
 1. Many crafts persons and merchants formed associations known as shrenis. 
 2. Shrenis vehemently opposed religious institutions and traditions 
 3. They also served as banks, where rich men and women deposited money. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 

• Many crafts persons and merchants now formed associations known as shrenis. These shrenis of crafts 
persons provided training, procured raw material, and distributed the finished product.  

• Then shrenis of merchants organised the trade. Shrenis also served as banks, where rich men and women 
deposited money. 

• This was invested, and part of the interest was returned or used to support religious institutions such as 
monasteries. 

 
14) In the context of Ancient history of India, Gramabhojakas were 

a) Survey officials   
b) Independent farmers 
c) Head Judge of the village   
d) Village headman  

 
Solution: d) 
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• In the northern part of the country, the village headman was known as the gramabhojaka. 

• The gramabhojaka was often the largest landowner. Generally, he had slaves and hired workers to cultivate 
the land.  

• Besides, as he was powerful, the king often used him to collect taxes from the village. He also functioned as 
a judge, and sometimes as a policeman. 

• Apart from the gramabhojaka, there were other independent farmers, known as grihapatis, most of whom 
were smaller landowners.  

 
15) Consider the following statements.   

1. The Dharmasutras and Dharmashastras contained rules about the ideal occupations of the four 
varnas. 
 2. Manusmriti held that engagement in the preoccupation of agriculture and pastoralism is not 
restricted to any caste.     
 3. In the Rig Vedic society, Child marriage and sati were highly prevalent. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 2, 3 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
The Dharmasuttas and Dharmashastras also contained rules about the ideal occupations of the four varnas. 
(i) Brahmanas were supposed to study and teach the Vedas, perform sacrifices and get sacrifices study and teach 
perforrmed, and give and receive gifts. 
(ii) Kshatriyas were to engage in warfare, protect people and administer justice, study the Vedas, get sacrifices 
performed and make gifts. 
(iii) Vaishyas were expected to engage in agriculture, pastoralism and trade in addition to study Vedas, make 
gifts and get sacrifices performed. 
(iv) Shudras were in occupation of serving the other three higher varnas. 
 
In the Rig Vedic society there was no child marriage and the practice of sati was absent. 
 
16) Consider the following statements regarding sects of Jainism. 
 1. Sthanakavasi is a sub sect under Digambara School. 
 2. Sthanakavasi believe in praying to Saints rather than to an idol in a temple. 
 3. Bispanthi and Terapanthi are sub sects under Svetambara School. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2 only 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
Svetambara School: Its three sub-sects include:  

• Sthanakavasi: They believe in praying to Saints rather than to an idol in a temple. The saints wear a 
muhapatti near their mouth to cover it unlike Murtipujakas.  

• Murtipujaka (Deravasi): They keep idols of the tirthankaras at their temples and worship them and the 
saints do not wear a muhapatti. 

• Terapanthi: They pray to saints rather than to an idol in a temple, like Sthanakavasi. Terapanthi saints 
also wear a muhapatti near their mouth to cover it. 

 
Digambara School: It has two major sub sects: 

• MulaSangh: the original community 
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• Bispanthi, Terapanthi and Taranpanthi: the modern Community 
 
17) Consider the following statements regarding Jaina Tirthanakaras. 
 1. A Tirthankara is an individual who destroys attachment with all the earthly things and relations. 
 2. Tirthankaras are just ordinary men, but through their intense practice of kindness, equanimity and 
meditation, they attain the state of a Tirthankara. 
 3. Mahavira was the first tirthanakara. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1 only 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: a) 
 

• A Tirthankara is an individual who destroys attachment with all the earthly things and relations, he frees 
himself absolutely from ignorance. 

• He becomes a Sidha and frees himself from the cycle of birth and re-birth. 

• After achieving enlightenment, a Tirthankara shows others the path to enlightenment. It is said that the 
inner knowledge of all Tirthankaras is perfect and identical in every respect, for the teachings of one 
Tirthankara do not contradict those of another. 

• Tirthankaras are just ordinary men, born as human, but through their intense practice of kindness, 
equanimity and meditation, they attain the state of a Tirthankara. 

• Mahavira was the last tirthanakara. Rishabha was the first. 
 
18) Consider the following statements regarding auspicious symbols under Jainsim. 
 1. Swastika: It signifies peace and wellbeing of the humans. 

2. Darpana: A pot filled with pure water signifying water 
3. Bhadrasana: A throne which is said to be sanctified by the jaina’s feet. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Sectarian lists the following eight auspicious symbols under Jainsim: 

• Swastika: It signifies peace and wellbeing of the humans. 

• Nandyavartya: It is a large swastika with nine end points.  

• Bhadrasana: A throne which is said to be sanctified by the jaina’s feet. 

• Shrivasta: A mark which manifested on the Jain’s chest and signified his pure soul. 

• Darpana: The mirror which reflects the inner self 

• Minayugala: A couple of fish which signifies the conquest over sexual urges 

• Vardhamanaka: A shallow dish used as lamp which shows the increase in the wealth, due and merit. 

• Kalasha: A pot filled with pure water signifying water 
 
19) Consider the following statements regarding the principal features of Later Vedic Period. 

 1. Larger kingdoms were formed during the later Vedic period. 
 2. A large number of new officials were involved in the administration in addition to the existing 
purohita, senani and gramani. 
 3. Iron was not used in this period and instead copper was used extensively. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
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 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 

• Larger kingdoms were formed during the later Vedic period. Many jana or tribes were amalgamated to 
form janapadas or rashtras in the later Vedic period. 

• In the later Vedic period, a large number of new officials were involved in the administration in addition 
to the existing purohita, senani and gramani. They include the treasury officer, tax collector and royal 
messenger. 

• Iron was used extensively in this period and this enabled the people to clear forests and to bring more land 
under cultivation. Agriculture became the chief occupation 

 
20) Consider the following statements regarding the socio-economic condition during later vedic-period. 

 1. Women gained significant political privileges during later Vedic period. 
 2. Gold and Silver coins were used as medium of exchange. 
 3. Child marriages had become common. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
There was no improvement in the status of women. They were still considered inferior and subordinate to 
men. Women also lost their political rights of attending assemblies.  
Besides nishka of the Rig Vedic period, gold and silver coins like satamana and krishnala were used as medium 
of exchange. 
Child marriages had become common. According the Aitreya Brahmana a daughter has been described as a 
source of misery. 
 
21) He introduced the formula for cyclic quadrilaterals and computed the area of a triangle. A prominent 

mathematician of Ancient India who introduced zero to the number system, he was 
 a) Aryabhata 
 b) Brahmagupta 
 c) Bhaskara 
 d) Varāhamihira 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
One of the most significant input of Brahmagupta to mathematics was the introduction of ‘zero’ to the number 
system which stood for ‘nothing’. His work the ‘Brahmasphutasiddhanta’ contained many mathematical findings 
written in verse form.  

• It had many rules of arithmetic which is part of the mathematical solutions now.  

• Brahmagupta was the one to give the area of a triangle and the important rules of trigonometry such as 
values of the sin function.  

• He introduced the formula for cyclic quadrilaterals. He also gave the value of ‘Pi’ as square root ten to 
be accurate and 3 as the practical value. Additionally he introduced the concept of negative numbers.   

 
22) Consider the following statements. 
 1. Samudragupta was the first ruler of the Gupta dynasty to adopt the grand title of maharajadhiraja. 
 2. Allahabad pillar inscription was composed as a Kavya by Harishena. 
 3. Allahabad pillar inscription is of a special kind known as a prashasti meaning ‘in praise of’. 
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Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2 only 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Chandragupta was the first ruler of the Gupta dynasty to adopt the grand title of maharaj-adhiraja, a title that 
his son Samudragupta also used. His great grandfather and grandfather are mentioned simply as maha-rajas. It 
seems as if the family gradually rose to importance.  
 
Allahabad pillar inscription was composed as a Kavya by Harishena, who was a poet and a minister at the 
court of Samudragupta. This inscription is of a special kind known as a prashasti, a Sanskrit word, meaning ‘in 
praise of’. 
 
23) Consider the following statements 

1. Harsha prohibited the use of animal food in his kingdom and punished those who killed any living 
being. 
2. Harsha organized a religious assembly at Kanauj to honour the Chinese pilgrim Hiuen Tsang. 
3. Dowry system was completely abolished in Harsha’s empire. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1, 2  
b) 2 only 
c) 2, 3  
d) 1, 2, 3  

 
               Solution: a) 
 

• In his early life, Harsha was a devout Saiva but later he became an ardent Hinayana Buddhist.  

• Hiuen Tsang converted him to Mahayana Buddhism. Harsha prohibited the use of animal food in his 
kingdom and punished those who kill any living being. 

• Dowry system was prevalent in Harsha’s empire. 

• Harsha organized a religious assembly at Kanauj to honour the Chinese pilgrim Hiuen Tsang towards 
the close of his reign. He invited representatives of all religious sects. It was attended by 20 kings, 1000 
scholars from the Nalanda University, 3000 Hinayanists and Mahayanists, 3000 Brahmins and Jains. 

 
24) Consider the following statements regarding Charvaka School of Philosophy/ Lokayata School of Philosophy. 
 1. Sage Kapila laid the foundation stone for Charvaka School of Philosophy. 
 2. It argued for a complete disregard of any world beyond this world that was inhabited by a person. 
 3. According to this philosophy, Man is the centre of all activities and he should enjoy himself as long as 
he lives. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2 only 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Brihaspati laid the foundation stone for Charvaka School of Philosophy and it was supposed to be one of the 
earliest schools that developed a philosophical theory. 
 
The word ‘Lokayata’ also meant a keen attachment to the physical and material world (loka). 
They argued for a complete disregard of any world beyond this world that was inhabited by a person.  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/


INSTA STATIC QUIZ 

www.insightsonindia.com                                                           20                                                                         InsightsIAS 

 
They argued against Gods and their representatives on the earth – the priestly class. They argued that a 
Brahman manufactures false rituals so as to acquire gifts (dakshina) from the followers. 
Man is the centre of all activities and he should enjoy himself as long as he lives. He should consume all earthly 
goods and indulge in sensual pleasure. 
 
25) Match the following systems of philosophy with their founders 
 1. Nyaya : Akshpaad Gautam 
 2. Samkhya : Patanjali 
 3. Yoga : Vyasa 
 4. Vaishesika : Kanada 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 3 
 b) 1, 4 
 c) 2, 3, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
Over centuries, India’s intellectual exploration of truth has come to be represented by six systems of philosophy. 
These are known as Vaishesika, Nyaya, Samkhya, Yoga, Purva Mimansa and Vedanta or Uttara Mimansa. 
These six systems of philosophy are said to have been founded by sages Kanada, Akshpaad Gautam, Kapila, 
Patanjali, Jaimini and Vyasa, respectively. 
 
26) Consider the following statements regarding Prehistoric painting. 

1. There are evidences of Lower Paleolithic people producing art. 
2. Symbols do not form part of Prehistoric paintings. 
3. Hunting scenes predominate in Mesolithic paintings. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1, 3  
b) 2, 3  
c) 3 only 
d) 1, 2, 3  
 
Solution: c) 

 
We have no evidences of lower Paleolithic people producing art, it is only during Upper Paleolithic that the 
production of art begins.  
The paintings can be divided into three categories: human beings, animals and geometric patterns.  
The largest number of paintings belongs to Mesolithic age.  
Hunting scenes predominate in Mesolithic paintings.  
 
27) Consider the following statements regarding Satavahanas. 
 1. They patronized Buddhism and Brahmanism. 
 2. They patronized the Prakrit language and literature. 
 3. They performed asvamedha and rajasuya sacrifices. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
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The Satavahanas also referred to as the Andhras in the Puranas, were an ancient Indian dynasty based in 
the Deccan region. Satavahanas dominated the Deccan region from 1st century BCE to 3rd century CE. 
The dynasty reached its zenith under the rule of Gautamiputra Satakarni and his successor Vasisthiputra 
Pulamavi. 
 
They formed a cultural bridge and played a vital role in trade and the transfer of ideas and culture to and from 
the Indo-Gangetic Plain to the southern tip of India. They supported Hinduism as well as Buddhism, and 
patronised Prakrit literature. 
 
They performed asvamedha and rajasuya sacrifices. 
 
28) Consider the following statements regarding Gupta Art and Architecture. 
 1. Both the Nagara and Dravidian styles of art evolved during this period. 
 2. Metallurgy had made a wonderful progress during the Gupta period. 
 3. It had extensive influence of Gandhara style. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
Both the Nagara and Dravidian styles of art evolved during this period. But most of the architecture of this 
period had been lost due to foreign invasions like that of Huns. 
 
The temple at Deogarh near Jhansi and the sculptures in the temple at Garhwas near Allahabad remain 
important specimen of the Gupta art. There was no influence of Gandhara style. But the beautiful statue of 
standing Buddha at Mathura reveals a little Greek style. 
 
Metallurgy had also made a wonderful progress during the Gupta period. The craftsmen were efficient in the 
art of casting metal statues and pillars. The Delhi Iron pillar of the Gupta period is still free from rust though 
completely exposed to sun and rain for so many centuries. 
 
29) Consider the following statements regarding Gupta Age. 
 1. Gupta age is often hailed as the “Golden period of Indian Architecture” which showed exemplary 
tolerance for all religions. 
 2. During the Gupta period, architectural development of the caves was enhanced. 
 3. The figures in the caves were done using fresco painting. 
 4. Buddhist and Jain art lost its importance during this time. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2, 4 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 

• The emergence of the Gupta Empire in 4th century A.D. is often hailed as the “Golden period of Indian 
Architecture”. 

• Temple architecture reached its climax during this period. Similarly, Buddhist and Jain art also reached its 
peak during the Gupta Age. 

• The Gupta rulers, especially in the later phase, were Brahmanical rulers. However, they showed exemplary 
tolerance for all other religions. 
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• During the Gupta period, architectural development of the caves remained constant. However, the use of 
mural paintings on the walls of the caves became an added feature. Some of the finest examples of mural 
paintings can be found in the caves of Ajanta and Ellora. 

• The figures in the Ajanta caves were done using fresco painting and demonstrate considerable naturalism. 
 
30) Which of the following are considered as Triratnas according to Jainism? 
 1. Right Knowledge 
 2. Right Culture 
 3. Right Conduct 
 4. Right Faith 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3, 4 
 c) 2, 3, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
The three principles of Jainism, also known as Triratnas (three gems), are: 
- right faith 
- right knowledge 
- right conduct. 
 
Right faith is the belief in the teachings and wisdom of Mahavira.  
Right Knowledge is the acceptance of the theory that there is no God and that the world has been existing 
without a creator and that all objects possess a soul.  
Right conduct refers to the observance of the five great vows: 
- not to injure life 
- not to lie 
- not to steal 
- not to acquire property 
- not to lead immoral life. 
 
31) Consider the following statements regarding Seals during Indus civilization 
 1. The seals were mostly made of copper, with realistic rendering of animals on those seals. 
 2. The purpose of producing seals was mainly commercial. 
 3. The standard Harappan seal was a square plaque 2×2 square inches. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2 only 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Archaeologists have discovered thousands of seals, mostly made of steatite, and occasionally of agate, chert, 
copper, faience and terracotta, with beautiful figures of animals, such as unicorn bull, rhinoceros, tiger, 
elephant, bison, goat, buffalo, etc. The realistic rendering of these animals in various moods is remarkable. The 
purpose of producing seals was mainly commercial. It appears that the seals were also used as amulets, carried 
on the persons of their owners, perhaps as modern-day identity cards. The standard Harappan seal was a 
square plaque 2×2 square inches, made from steatite. Every seal is engraved in a pictographic script which is 
yet to be deciphered. Some seals have also been found in ivory. They all bear a great variety of motifs, most 
often of animals including those of the bull, with or without the hump, the elephant, tiger, goat and also 
monsters. Sometimes trees or human figures were also depicted. 
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32) Consider the following statements regarding paintings of the Upper Palaeolithic phase. 
 1. The paintings of the Upper Palaeolithic phase are linear representations of huge animal figures, such 
as bisons and elephants. 
 2. Human figures were not found in the paintings of Upper Palaeolithic Period. 
 3. The paintings are filled with geometric patterns. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 1, 2 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
Upper Palaeolithic Period:  
The paintings of the Upper Palaeolithic phase are linear representations, in green and dark red, of huge animal 
figures, such as bisons, elephants, tigers, rhinos and boars besides stick-like human figures. A few are wash 
paintings but mostly they are filled with geometric patterns. The green paintings are of dancers and the red ones 
of hunters. 
 
33) Rock paintings have been discovered in which of these places? 
 1. Kumaon hills 

2. Lakhudiyar 
 3. Lenyadri Caves 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2 only 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
Remnants of rock paintings have been found on the walls of the caves situated in several districts of Madhya 
Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka and Bihar.  
Some paintings have been reported from the Kumaon hills in Uttarakhand also. The rock shelters on banks of 
the River Suyal at Lakhudiyar, about twenty kilometres on the Almora– Barechina road, bear these prehistoric 
paintings.  
 
Lenyadri Caves is one of the hidden paradises, when it comes to cave painting. Out of 40 different caves of this 
cave group, several caves have unique Buddhist paintings. These caves of Maharashtra served as thriving 
Buddhist temples up to 3rd century BC. During 19th century, several caves were converted into Hindu caves. 
These caves have simple styled paintings with traces of Buddhist paintings. 
 
34) With reference to the administration of Palas and Pratihars, the term ‘Uparika’ refers to: 

a) Head of a bhukti or province 
b) Chief revenue officer 
c) Head judicial system 
d) Military chief 
 

              Solution: a) 
 
Different administrative related terms used during the period of Palas: 
1. Province (Bhukti), 
2. Governor (Uparika), 
3. District (Mandal or Visaya), 
4. Head of District (Visayapati). 
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Each bhukti was placed under the charge of an uparika. 
 
35) The ruling monarchs of these three chiefdoms were together called as muventars: 

a) Satavahanas, Pallavas and Kadambas of Banavasi 
b) Hoysalas, Kakatiyas and Musunuris  
c) Chalukyas, Rashtrakutas and Western Chalukyas   
d) Cheras, Cholas and Pandyas  
 
Solution: d)  

 
The ruling monarchs of three chiefdoms of the Cheras, Cholas and Pandyas together were called muventars.  
 
36) Consider the following statements regarding Mauryan Court Art. 
 1. The palace of Chandragupta Maurya was inspired by the Achaemenid palaces at Persepolis in Iran. 
 2. Stone and Burnt brick was the principal building material. 
 3. The capital at Pataliputra and the palaces at Kumrahar were created to reflect the splendour of the 
Mauryan Empire. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
The Mauryan Empire was the first powerful empire to come to power in India. The capital at 
Pataliputra and the palaces at Kumrahar were created to reflect the splendour of the Mauryan Empire. The 
palace of Chandragupta Maurya was inspired by the Achaemenid palaces at Persepolis in Iran. Wood was the 
principal building material. Megasthenes described the palace as one of the greatest creations of mankind. 
 
37) One of the earliest examples of Mauryan art, several works of art were added to this stupa in Shunga period 

during the reign of Vatsiputra Dhanabhuti. Buddhism thrived here until the 12th century. The stupa is? 
 a) Sanchi 
 b) Nagarjunakonda 
 c) Amaravati 
 d) Bharhut 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
The stupa represents the aniconic phase of Buddhist art. An epigraph on the gateway of the stupa mentions its 
erection "during the supremacy of the Shungas by Vatsiputra Dhanabhuti". 
 
Unlike the imperial art of the Mauryas, the inscriptions on railings of Bharhut stupa show that the reliefs and 
figures were donated by lay people, monks and nuns. Thus, it is one of the earliest examples of Maurya popular 
art. 
 
38) Consider the following statements regarding the administration of Delhi Sultanate. 
 1. The Sultans considered themselves as representatives of the Caliph. 
 2. There was a clear law of succession during this period. 

 3. Inam land was assigned to officials instead of payment for their services 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
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 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
The Delhi Sultanate was an Islamic state with its religion Islam. The Sultans considered themselves as 
representatives of the Caliph. 
They included the name of the Caliph in the khutba or prayer and inscribed it on their coins. 
There was no clear law of succession during this period. All the sons had equal claim to the throne. 
After consolidating their position in India, the Delhi Sultans introduced reforms in the land revenue 
administration. The lands were classified into three categories: 
1. iqta land – lands assigned to officials as iqtas instead of payment for their services. 
2. khalisa land – land under the direct control of the Sultan and the revenues collected were spent for the 
maintenance of royal court and royal household. 
3. inam land – land assigned or granted to religious leaders or religious institutions 
 
39) Under the Delhi Sultanate muqtis or walis were to 

a) Lead mercenary military units in special warfares 
b) Administer village assemblies 
c) Maintain law and order and collect the land revenue 
d) Manage financial accounts of central treasury 
 
Solution: c) 

 
The provinces under the Delhi Sultanate were called iqtas. They were initially under the control of the nobles. 
But the governors of the provinces were called the muqtis or walis. They were to maintain law and order and 
collect the land revenue. 
 
40) Consider the following statements regarding Ibn Battuta. 
 1. He was contemporary of Muhammad bin Tughlaq. 

2. He was ordered to proceed to China as the Sultan’s envoy to the Mongol ruler. 
3. He never travelled to South India during his time in India. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
Travelling overland through Central Asia, Ibn Battuta reached Sind in 1333. He had heard about Muhammad bin 
Tughlaq, the Sultan of Delhi, and lured by his reputation as a generous patron of arts and letters, set off for 
Delhi, passing through Multan and Uch. 
 
The Sultan was impressed by his scholarship, and appointed him the qazi or judge of Delhi. He remained in that 
position for several years, until he fell out of favour and was thrown into prison. Once the misunderstanding 
between him and the Sultan was cleared, he was restored to imperial service, and was ordered in 1342 to 
proceed to China as the Sultan’s envoy to the Mongol ruler. 
 
With the new assignment, Ibn Battuta proceeded to the Malabar coast through central India. From Malabar 
he went to the Maldives, where he stayed for eighteen months as the qazi, but eventually decided to proceed 
to Sri Lanka. 
 
41) Consider the following statements regarding the policies of Aurangazeb. 

 1. Cultivation and use of bhang and other drugs were banned. 
2. He restarted the celebration of Dasarah, which was discontinued earlier. 
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 3. Royal astronomers and astrologers were appointed to service. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
Aurangazeb: 

• Cultivation and use of bhang and other drugs were banned. Aurangazeb forbade music in the Mughal 
court.  

• He discontinued the practice of Jarokha darshan. He also discontinued the celebration of Dasarah and royal 
astronomers and astrologers were also dismissed from service. 

 
42) Who among the following were contemporary of the Mughal Emperor Akbar? 
 1. Abul Fazl 
 2. Raja Man Singh 
 3. Tansen 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
The nine jewels under Akbar’s administration were Abul Fazl, Abdul Rahim Khan-I-Khana, Birbal, Mulla Do-
Piyaza, Faizi, Raja Man Singh, Raja Todar Mal, Faqir Azio Din and Tansen. 
 
43) The Mughal style of painting evolved as a result of a synthesis of the 
 a) Safavid school of Persian painting with Indo-Greek school of painting 
 b) Indian style of painting and the Safavid school of Persian painting 
 c) Pahari style of Painting with the Gandhara school of painting 
 d) Gandhara school of painting and Mathura school of painting  
 
 Solution: b) 
 
The Mughal School of Paintings originated in the reign of Akbar. The origin of Mughal style was a result of 
synthesis of indigenous Indian style of painting and the Safavid school of Persian painting. 
The Mughal style is marked by supple naturalism based on close observation of nature and fine and delicate 
drawing. 
 
44) Consider the following statements regarding Ajanta Cave Paintings. 
 1. Ajanta caves were carved in 4th century AD out of volcanic rocks. 
 2. The walls of the caves have both murals and fresco paintings. 
 3. The paintings portray human values and social fabric along with costumes and ornaments of that 
period. 
 4. The unique feature of the paintings is that all female figure has a same hairstyle. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 2, 3 
 c) 1, 2, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
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 Solution: b) 
 
One of the oldest surviving murals of Indian subcontinent, Ajanta caves were carved in 4th century AD out of 
volcanic rocks. It consists of a set of 29 caves, carved in a horse-shoe shape. The walls of the caves have both 
murals and fresco paintings (painted on wet plaster). They use tempera style, i.e. use of pigments. The 
paintings portray human values and social fabric along with styles, costumes and ornaments of that period. 
The emotions are expressed through hand gestures. The unique feature of the paintings is that each female 
figure has a unique hairstyle. 
 
45) Consider the following statements regarding Lepakshi Paintings. 
 1. These mural paintings were executed on Veerabhadra temple walls at Lepakshi. 
 2. Made during the Vijaynagara period, they follow a religious theme based on Ramayana and 
Mahabharata. 
 3. The paintings show the dominance of primary colours. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 1, 2 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Lepakshi Paintings: 
Located in the Anantapur district of Andhra Pradesh, these mural paintings were executed on Veerabhadra 
temple walls at Lepakshi in 16th Century. Made during the Vijaynagara period, they follow a religious theme, 
based on Ramayana, Mahabharata and incarnations of Vishnu. The paintings show a complete absence of 
primary colours, especially blue. 
 
46) Consider the following statements regarding Khajuraho School of temple architecture. 

1. The temples were built on relatively high platform and belong to Hindu as well as Jain religion. 
2. A few temples at Khajuraho are of the Panchayatana type. 

 3. In these temples, only the exterior walls were lavishly decorated with carvings. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
In the central part of India, the Chandela rulers developed a distinct style of temple making 
of their own – known as Khajuraho school or Chandel school. 
In these temples, both the interior and exterior walls were lavishly decorated with carvings. 

• The sculptures were generally erotic in their themes and drew inspiration from Vatsyayana’s Kamasutra. 

• The temples were made of sandstone. 

• The temples had three chambers – garbhagriha, mandapa and ardha-mandapa. Some temples had a 
vestibular entrance to the garbhagriha known as antarala. 

• The temples were generally north or east facing. 

• Panchayatan style of temple making was followed. Even the subsidiary shrines had 
Rekha prasad shikharas. This created an impression of a mountain range. 

• The temples were built on relatively high platform and belong to Hindu as well as Jain religion. 
 
47) The rock-cut temples of Pallava style are seen at 
 1. Mandagappattu 
 2. Mamandur 
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 3. Tiruchirappalli 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
The development of temple architecture under the Pallavas can be seen in several stages, which started with 
Mahendravarman I introducing rock-cut temples. 
This style of Pallava temples are seen at places like Mandagappattu, Mahendravadi, Mamandur, Dalavanur, 
Tiruchirappalli, Vallam, Siyamangalam and Tirukalukkunram. 
 
48) Consider the following statements regarding Mahanavami Dibba. 
 1. Mahanavami Dibba is a wooden platform located on one of the highest points within the Royal 
Enclosure of Hampi. 

2. It was built during the Vijayanagara period by King Krishnadevaraya. 
 3. It was used to celebrate the festival of Dasara. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2 only 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Mahanavami Dibba is a beautiful stone platform located within the Royal Enclosure of Hampi. It was built 
during the Vijayanagara period by King Krishnadevaraya to commemorate his victory over Udaygiri. It was 
here where the King of Vijayanagar used to celebrate the festival of Dasara (Dussehra). 
Located on one of the highest points in the city, the “mahanavami Dibba” is a massive platform rising from a 
base of about 11,000 sq. ft to a height of 40 ft.  
 

 
 
49) Consider the following statements regarding Vijayanagara Kingdom. 
 1. The chief characteristics of the Vijayanagara architecture were the construction of tall Raya Gopurams 
or gateways and the Kalyana mandapam with carved pillars in the temple premises. 
 2. Different languages such as Sanskrit, Telugu, Kannada and Tamil flourished during this period. 

 3. The chief items of exports were gold, silver and diamonds. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/


INSTA STATIC QUIZ 

www.insightsonindia.com                                                           29                                                                         InsightsIAS 

 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
The temple building activity further gained momentum during the Vijayanagar rule. The chief characteristics of 
the Vijayanagara architecture were the construction of tall Raya Gopurams or gateways and the Kalyana 
mandapam with carved pillars in the temple premises. 
There were a number of seaports on the Malabar coast, the chief being Cannanore. Commercial contacts with 
Arabia, Persia, South Africa and Portugal on the west and with Burma, Malay peninsula and China on the east 
flourished. The chief items of exports were cotton and silk clothes, spices, rice, iron, saltpeter and sugar. 
 
The imports consisted of horses, pearls, copper, coral, mercury, China silk and velvet clothes. The art of 
shipbuilding had developed. Different languages such as Sanskrit, Telugu, Kannada and Tamil flourished in the 
regions. There was a great development in Sanskrit and Telugu literature. 
 
50) Consider the following statements regarding Bahmani Kingdom.  

1. Bahamani Sultans were patrons of the Persian language.   
2. Bidri artwork is associated with Bahmani Kingdom.  

 3. Hindus were inducted in the administration on a large scale. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
The Bahmani Sultanate was a Muslim state of the Deccan in South India and one of the great medieval Indian 
kingdoms. It was the first independent Islamic Kingdom in South India.  
Some members of the dynasty composed its literature in Persian language.  
The craftspersons of Bidar then were so famed for their inlay work on copper and silver that it came to be 
known as Bidri. 
The most important step taken by Ahmad Shah was the induction of Hindus in the administration on a large 
scale.  
 
51) Consider the following statements regarding Vesara style of temple architecture. 
 1. The Vesara style is described as the 'Central Indian temple architecture style'. 
 2. The trend was started by the Chalukyas of Badami who built temples in this style. 
 3. It lost prominence during Rashtrakutas and Hoysalas, who built temples mainly in Dravidian style. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
The Vesara style contain elements of both Dravida and Nagara styles. 
The Vesara style is also described in some texts as the 'Central Indian temple architecture style' or 'Deccan 
architecture'. 
The trend was started by the Chalukyas of Badami (500-753AD) who built temples in a style that was essentially 
a mixture of the nagara and the dravida styles, further refined by the Rashtrakutas of Manyakheta (750-983AD) 
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in Ellora, Chalukyas of Kalyani (983-1195 AD) in Lakkundi, Dambal, Gadag etc. and epitomized by the Hoysala 
empire. 

 
 
52) The famous sculpture of the lord Vishnu reclining on the serpent sheshnag can be found in 
 a) Jagannath Temple, Puri 
 b) Vittala Temple, Hampi 
 c) Dashavatara Temple, Deogarh 
 d) Shore Temple, Mahabalipuram 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
The Dashavatara Temple is an early 6th century Vishnu Hindu temple located at Deogarh, Uttar Pradesh. 
Here we can see the sculpture of Sheshashayi Vishnu reclining on the serpent-bed of Shesha. 

 
 
53) Consider the following statements regarding bhakti saint Shankaradeva. 
 1. Shankaradeva was a proponent of Vaishnavism in Assam. 
 2. His teachings were based on the Bhagavad Gita which focused on absolute surrender to the supreme 
deity. 
 3. He was against the establishment of satra or monasteries for the transmission of spiritual 
knowledge. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1 only 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: a) 
 

• In the late fifteenth century, Shankaradeva emerged as one of the leading proponents of Vaishnavism in 
Assam. 

• His teachings, often known as the Bhagavati dharma because they were based on the Bhagavad Gita and 
the Bhagavata Purana, focused on absolute surrender to the supreme deity, in this case Vishnu. 

• He emphasised the need for naam kirtan, recitation of the names of the lord in sat sanga or congregations of 
pious devotees. 
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• He also encouraged the establishment of satra or monasteries for the transmission of spiritual knowledge, 
and naam ghar or prayer halls. Many of these institutions and practices continue to flourish in the region. 

 
54) Consider the following statements regarding Sufism. 
 1. The terms Sufi, Wali, Darvesh and Faqir are used for Muslim saints who attempted to 
achieve development of their intuitive faculties through ascetic exercises, renunciation and self-denial. 
 2. Sufis regarded God as the supreme beauty and believed that one must admire it, and concentrate his 
attention on Him only. 
 3. Sufism took roots in both rural and urban areas and exercised a deep social, political and cultural 
influence on the masses. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 

• The terms Sufi, Wali, Darvesh and Faqir are used for Muslim saints who attempted to achieve 
development of their intuitive faculties through ascetic exercises, contemplation, renunciation and self-
denial. By the 12th century A.D., Sufism had become a universal aspect of Islamic social life. 

• The Sufis were a class of philosophers remarkable for their religious catholicity. Sufis regarded God as the 
supreme beauty and believed that one must admire it, take delight in His thought and concentrate his 
attention on Him only. They believed that God is 'Mashuq' and Sufis are the 'Ashiqs'. 

 
Sufism crystallized itself into various 'Silsilahs' or orders. The 4 most popular among these were Chistis, 
Suhrawardis, Qadiriyahs and Naqshbandis. 
Sufism took roots in both rural and urban areas and exercised a deep social, political and cultural influence on 
the masses. 
 
55) Consider the following statements: 

1. Kabir and Nanak were the saints of sectarian Bhakti Movements. 
2. One of the impacts of Bhakti movement was use of Hindu deities in Sufi works.   

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
Kabir and Nanak led the non-sectarian movement. Apart from it sectarian Bhakti developed in north India 
around worship of Rama and Krishna, two incarnations of the god Vishnu and Shiva.  
The bhakti songs of the Vaishnavite saints written in Hindi and other languages touched the hearts of the Sufis 
more than Persian poetry did. The use of Hindi Songs became so popular that an eminent Sufi, Abdul Wahid 
Bilgrami, wrote a treatise Haqaiq-i-Hindi in which he tried to explain such words as Krishna, Murli, Gopis, 
Radha, Yamuna etc in Sufi mystic terms. 
 
56) Which of the following sites belong to Lower Palaeolithic period? 
 1. Bori 
 2. Sohan Valley 
 3. Thar Desert 
 4. Bhimbetka 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 4 
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 c) 1, 2, 3 
 d) 1, 3, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
The Lower Palaeolithic or the Early Old Stone Age covers the greater part of the ice age. The Early Old Stone Age 
may have begun in Africa around two million years ago, but in India it is not older than 600,000 years. This date 
is given to Bori in Maharashtra, and this site is considered to be the earliest Lower Paleolithic site. 
 
Early Old Stone Age sites have been found in the valley of river Son or Sohan in Punjab, now in Pakistan. Several 
sites have been found in Kashmir and the Thar Desert. 
Lower Paleolithic tools have also been found in the Belan valley in UP and in the desert area of Didwana in 
Rajasthan. Didwana yielded not only Lower Paleolithic stone tools but also those of the Middle and Upper 
Paleolithic ages. 
 
Chirki-Nevasa in Maharashtra has yielded as many as 2000 tools, and those have also been found at several 
places in the south. Nagarjunakonda in Andhra Pradesh is an important site, and the caves and rock shelters of 
Bhimbetka near Bhopal also show features of the Lower Paleolithic age. 
 
57) Consider the following statements regarding Harappan script. 
 1. Most of the inscriptions are long with too many signs. 
 2. The script was written from right to left. 
 3. Harappan seals usually have a line of writing, containing the name and title of the owner. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 2 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Harappan seals usually have a line of writing, probably containing the name and title of the owner. Scholars 
have also suggested that the motif (generally an animal) conveyed a meaning to those who could not read. 
Most inscriptions are short, the longest containing about 26 signs. 
 
Although the script remains undeciphered to date, it was evidently not alphabetical (where each sign stands 
for a vowel or a consonant) as it has just too many signs –somewhere between 375 and 400. It is apparent 
that the script was written from right to left as some seals show a wider spacing on the right and cramping on 
the left, as if the engraver began working from the right and then ran out of space.  
 
58) Consider the following statements regarding later Vedic times. 
 1. In later Vedic times, the Rig Vedic tribal assemblies lost importance. 

2. Sabha and samiti were controlled by chiefs and rich nobles. 
 2. Women were permitted to sit in the sabha. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
In later Vedic times, the Rig Vedic tribal assemblies lost importance, and royal power increased at their cost. 
The vidatha completely disappeared; the sabha and samiti continued to hold their ground but their character 
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changed. They were now controlled by chiefs and rich nobles, and women were no longer permitted to sit in 
the sabha which was now dominated by warriors and brahmanas. 
 
59) Consider the following statements regarding Mahajanapadas. 
 1. Early Buddhist and Jaina texts mention sixteen states known as Mahajanapadas. 
 2. Vajji, Magadha, Koshala and Kuru were some of the mahajanapadas. 
 3. All the mahajanapadas were ruled by kings. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
The sixteen Mahajanapadas: 
Early Buddhist and Jaina texts mention, amongst other things, sixteen states known as mahajanapadas. 
Although the lists vary, some names such as Vajji, Magadha, Koshala, Kuru, Panchala, Gandhara and Avanti 
occur frequently. Clearly, these were amongst the most important mahajanapadas. 
While most mahajanapadas were ruled by kings, some, known as ganas or sanghas, were oligarchies, where 
power was shared by a number of men, often collectively called rajas. 
 
60) Consider the following statements regrading Ashokan inscriptions. 
 1. Ashokan inscriptions were found only in India, Nepal and Pakistan. 
 2. Brahmi script, Kharosthi script and Aramaic scripts were used in Ashokan inscriptions. 
 3. Ashoka spoke directly to the people through his inscriptions that carried royal orders. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2, 3 
 c) 2 only 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
Ashokan inscriptions have been found in India, Nepal, Pakistan, and Afghanistan. 
 
Composed in Prakrit, they were written in Brahmi script in the greater part of the subcontinent. However, in 
the north-western part of the subcontinent they appeared in Aramaic language and Kharoshthi script, and in 
Afghanistan they were written in both Aramaic and Greek scripts and languages. 
 
He was the first Indian king to speak directly to the people through his inscriptions which carry royal orders. 
The inscriptions throw light on Ashoka’s career, his external and domestic policies, and the extent of his empire. 
 
61) Consider the following statements regarding Indo-Islamic architecture in medieval India. 
 1. The arcuate form of construction was introduced. 
 2. They were largely built on donations by people. 
 3. Indo-Islamic structures were heavily influenced by prevailing sensibilities of Indian architectural and 
decorative forms. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 3 only 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
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Architectural edifices in the Indian sub-continent, as elsewhere in the world, were constructed by wealthy 
people. They were, in descending order, rulers and nobles and their families, merchants, merchant guilds, rural 
elite and devotees of a cult. 
 
By the twelfth century India was already familiar with monumental constructions in grandiose settings. Certain 
techniques and embellishments were prevalent and popular, such as trabeation, brackets, and multiple pillars to 
support a flat roof or a small shallow dome. While arches were shaped in wood and stone, these were unable to 
bear the weight of the top structure. Now, however, the arcuate form of construction was introduced gradually 
in which arches could support the weight of the domes. 
 
In spite of the obvious Saracenic, Persian and Turkish influences, Indo-Islamic structures were heavily 
influenced by prevailing sensibilities of Indian architectural and decorative forms. 
 
62) Consider the following statements regarding the development of architecture during Mughal period. 
 1. Use of red sandstone is the chief feature of architecture during Akbar's time. 
 2. Humayun’s tomb is an example for Charbagh style.  
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
The chief feature of the architecture of Akbar's time was the use of red sandstone.  
Humayun’s garden-tomb is an example of the charbagh (a four-quadrant garden with the four rivers of Quranic 
paradise represented), with pools joined by channels. 
 
63) Consider the following statements. 

1. Akbar’s tomb at Sikandara near Agra was completed by Jahangir. 
2. During Akbar’s reign, the Humayun’s tomb was built at Delhi. 
3. The pietra dura method was used for the first time in the Taj Mahal by Shah Jahan. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1 only 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
Akbar’s tomb at Sikandara near Agra was completed by Jahangir. Nur Jahan built the tomb of Itimaddaulah at 
Agra. It was constructed wholly of white marble with floral designs made of semi-precious stones on the walls. 
This type of decoration was called pietra dura. 
This method became more popular during the reign of Shah Jahan. The pietra dura method was used on a large 
scale in the Taj Mahal by Shah Jahan. 
 
During Akbar’s reign, the Humayun’s tomb was built at Delhi and it had a massive dome of marble. It may be 
considered the precursor of the Taj Mahal. 
 
64) Which of the following were the typical features of Islamic architecture in India? 

1. Use of arches and vaults in construction 
2. Utilisation of kiosks and tall towers 
3. Worship of human figures on sculptures 

Select the correct answer code: 
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a) 2 only 
b) 1, 2  
c) 1, 3  
d) 1, 2, 3 

 
Solution: b) 

 
The Islamic style also incorporated many elements from the traditional Indian style and a compound style 
emanated. The introduction of decorative brackets, balconies, pendentive decorations, etc in the architecture is 
an example in this regard. The other distinguishing features of Indo-Islamic architecture are the utilisation of 
kiosks (chhatris), tall towers (minars) and half-domed double portals.  
 
The buildings and other edifices are generally decorated richly in geometrical and arabesque designs. 
 
65) Consider the following statements regarding Alvars and Nayanars. 
 1. They disapproved the caste-based discrimination in India. 
 2. They did not produce any written compositions.  
 3. Women devotees were also allowed within the Sangha.  
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

a) 1, 2  
b) 1, 3  
c) 2, 3  
d) 3 only 
 
Solution: b) 

 
Some historians suggest that the Alvars and Nayanars initiated a movement of protest against the caste 
system and the dominance of Brahmanas or at least attempted to reform the system.  
To some extent this is corroborated by the fact that bhaktas hailed from diverse social backgrounds ranging from 
Brahmanas to artisans and cultivators and even from castes considered “untouchable”. 
 
The compositions of Andal, a woman Alvar, were widely sung. Another woman, Karaikkal Ammaiyar, a devotee 
of Shiva, adopted the path of extreme asceticism in order to attain her goal.  
One of the major anthologies of compositions by the Alvars, the Nalayira Divyaprabandham, was frequently 
described as the Tamil Veda, thus claiming that the text was as significant as the four Vedas in Sanskrit that were 
cherished by the Brahmanas.  
 
66) Consider the following statements regarding Miniature paintings. 
 1. They were introduced by Delhi sultanate as a reaction to the enormous wall paintings. 
 2. They were painted only on paper and palm leaves. 
 3. Mughal miniature paintings were filled with rich colors. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 3 
 b) 2, 3 
 c) 3 only 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Miniature paintings are small paintings with minute details. They were often painted for either books or 
albums, on perishable material including paper, palm leaves and cloth. 
Developed almost as a reaction to the enormous wall paintings, the art of miniature painting developed 
between 8th and 12th centuries. 
Two prominent school of paintings before Delhi Sultanate are Pala School of Art and Apabhramsa School of art. 
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The Mughal paintings brought together Persian naturalistic style with the opulence of a great dynasty and 
created some beautifully illustrated folios. 
These paintings were considered unique because of the use of brilliant colours. 
 
67) Consider the following statements regarding Pala School of Art.  

1. The Pala school of art first flourished in the Magadha region of Southern Bihar. 
 2. The majority of early Pala-period remains are Buddhist. 
 3. It is a naturalistic style which resembles the ideal forms of contemporary bronze and stone sculpture. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
The Pala dynasty came to power around 750 A.D. The Pala school of art first flourished in the Magadha region 
of Southern Bihar, the homeland of Buddhist religion. Not surprisingly, the majority of early Pala-period 
remains are Buddhist 
The Pala painting is characterised by sinuous line and subdued tones of colour. It is a naturalistic style which 
resembles the ideal forms of contemporary bronze and stone sculpture, and reflects some feeling of the 
classical art of Ajanta. 
 
The Pala art came to a sudden end after the destruction of the Buddhist monasteries at the hands of Muslim 
invaders in the first half of the 13th century. Some of the monks and artists escaped and fled to Nepal, which 
helped in reinforcing the existing art traditions there. 
 
68) Consider the following statements regarding Phad paintings. 
 1. It is a type of scroll painting mainly found in Andhra Pradesh and Telangana. 
 2. They depict the daily life of a peasant, rural life, animals and birds, flora and fauna.  
 3. The unique features of phad paintings are the bold lines and a two-dimensional treatment of figures 
with the entire composition arranged in sections. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2, 3 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
It is a type of scroll painting mainly found in the Bhilwara district. The main themes of the phad paintings 
depict the deities and their legends and the stories of erstwhile Maharajas. 

• Therefore, they depict the heroic deeds of a heroic figure, the daily life of a peasant, rural life, animals 
and birds, flora and fauna.  

• These paintings are created using bright colours and subtle colours. The outlines of the paintings are first 
drawn in black and later filled with colours.  

• Raw colours are used for these paintings. The unique features of phad paintings are the bold lines and 
a two-dimensional treatment of figures with the entire composition arranged in sections. 

 
69) Consider the following statements regarding Bundi School of Painting. 
 1. Bundi School of Painting is a Rajasthani style of Indian miniature painting. 
 2. The Bundi Paintings emphasized on court scenes, procession, life of nobles and scenes from Lord 
Krishna’s life. 
 3. The Bundi School has a close association with the Mughal style. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
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 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 1, 2, 3 
 d) 2, 3 
  
 Solution: c) 
 

• Bundi School of Painting is a Rajasthani style of Indian miniature painting that lasted from 17th   
century towards the end of 19th century. 

• The Bundi School is characterized by a fondness for lush green vegetation, dramatic night skies and a 
distinctive way of depicting water with light swirls. 

• It basically existed in the princely state of Bundi and the neighbouring principality of Kotah. 
 
The Bundi Paintings emphasized on hunting, court scenes, procession, life of nobles, lovers, animals, birds and 
scenes from Lord Krishna’s life. 
The Bundi School has a close association with the Mughal style. 
 

 
 

70) Consider the following statements regarding Madhubani paintings. 
1. Traditionally women are not allowed to paint Madhubani paintings.  
2. Generally the images represent fertility and proliferation of life. 

 3. Madhubani painting has received official recognition. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Madhubani painting/Mithila painting was traditionally created by the women of the Brahman, Dusadh and 
Kayastha communities in Mithila region in Nepal and India.  
 
Originally the paintings depicted an assembly of symbolic images of the lotus plant, the bamboo grove, fishes, 
birds and snakes in union. These images represented fertility and proliferation of life.  
 
Madhubani painting received official recognition in 1975, when the President of India gave Padma Shri award 
to Jagdamba Devi, of Jitwarpur village near Madhubani. 
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71) In Ancient Indian sculptures, the ideal postures of the body in movement are based upon these Bhangas 
which represent the change of the body from the central straight line or balance of the figure. Which of the 
following is not a Bhanga? 

 a) Samabhanga 
 b) Atibhanga 
 c) Niraabhanga 
 d) Tribhanga 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Bhangas are of 4 kinds: 

• Abhanga (slight flexion) 

• Samabhanga (equipose) 

• Atibhanga (excessive flexion) 

• Tribhanga (three flexions) 
 

 
 
72) Consider the following statements regarding Shalabhanjika motif or sculpture. 
 1. Shalabhanjika is the sculpture of a woman, displaying stylised feminine features, standing near a tree 
and grasping a branch. 
 2. The only Shalabhanjika sculpture in India has been discovered at the Sanchi Stupa. 
 3. The motif mentions that many people turned away from Buddhism owing to its nihilistic 
underpinnings. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
A salabhanjika or shalabhanjika is the sculpture of a woman, displaying stylised feminine features, standing 
near a tree and grasping a branch. 
The name of these figures comes from the Sanskrit śālabhañjikā meaning 'breaking a branch of a sala tree'. 
Some of the most renowned shalabhanjika sculptures are to be found in the 12th-century Hoysala temples of 
Belur, Halebidu and Somanathapura, in south-central Karnataka. 
The shalabhanjika on the East gateway (Torana), is the best-known sculpture of the Sanchi Stupa near Bhopal. 
 
According to a popular belief, Shalabhanjika was a woman whose touch caused trees to flower and bear fruit. It 
is likely that this was regarded as an auspicious symbol and integrated into the decoration of the stupa. 
The shalabhanjika motif suggests that many people who turned to Buddhism enriched it with their own pre-
Buddhist and even non-Buddhist beliefs, practices and ideas. Some of the recurrent motifs in the sculpture at 
Sanchi were evidently derived from these traditions. 
 
73) Which of the following sculptures invariably used green schist as the medium? 

a) Gandhara sculptures  
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b) Mathura sculptures 
c) Bharhut sculptures 
d) Maurya sculptures 
 
Solution: c) 

 
The Bharhut sculpture was an early Indian sculpture of the Shunga period (mid second century BCE). It used 
green schist as a medium. 
The Bharhut style, despite being archaic and primitive in its conception, poses as a landmark of commencement 
of the tradition of Buddhist narrative relief. 
 
74) Which of the following postures/stances/symbolisms can be seen in the Nataraja dancing posture depicted 

in Chola period bronze sculpture? 
1. Bhujangatrasita 
2. Dola hasta 
3. Bhumisparsha 
4. Tirobhava 

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 1, 3  
b) 1, 2, 4  
c) 2 only 
d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
Solution: b) 

 
Nataraja Shiva is associated with the end of the cosmic world with which this dancing Position of Nataraja is 
associated. 
In this Chola period bronze sculpture he has been shown balancing himself on his right leg and suppressing the 
apasmara, the demon of ignorance or forgetfulness, with the foot of the same leg. At the same time he raises his 
left leg in bhujangatrasita stance, which represents tirobhava, that is kicking away the veil of maya or illusion 
from the devotee’s mind. His four arms are outstretched and the main right hand is posed in abhaya hasta. The 
upper right holds the damaru his favourite musical instrument to keep on the beat tala. The upper left hand 
carries a flame while the main left hand is held in dola hasta and connects with the abhaya hasta of the right 
hand.  
His hair locks fly on both the sides touching the circular jvala mala or the garland of flames which surrounds the 
entire dancing figuration. 
 
75) In the context of Ancient Indian sculptures, The Ardhaparyanka asana and Achamana Mudra are associated 

with which of these popular Indian deities? 
a) Brahma 
b) Shiva 
c) Krishna  
d) Vishnu  
 
Solution: b) 

 
Among the Pallava Period bronzes of the eighth century is the icon of Shiva seated in ardhaparyanka asana (one 
leg kept dangling). The right hand is in the achamana mudra gesture, suggesting that he is about to drink poison. 
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76) Toda Embroidery belongs to which of the following region? 
 a) Ajanta Caves 
 b) Ellora Caves 
 c) Nilgiri Hills 
 d) Nallamala Hills 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
The Toda Embroidery, also locally known as "pukhoor", is an art work among the Toda pastoral people of 
Nilgiris, in Tamil Nadu, made exclusively by their women. The embroidery, which has a fine finish, appears like a 
woven cloth but is made with use of red and black threads with a white cotton cloth background. 
 

 
 
77) Consider the following statements regarding Kavad art form. 
 1. Kavad Art is a unique Rajasthani tradition of crafting stories of historical or religious importance in a 
box. 
 2. The Kavad also sometimes serves as a temporary temple. 
 3. Suthar is the artist who is associated with Kavad. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
Artists in Chittorgarh, Rajasthan make wooden temples with doors that can be opened up to reveal elaborately 
painted stories of historical or religious importance. These wooden kavads are used for worship and on festive 
occasions. 
 
The Kavad is a mobile story-telling device that sometimes serves as a temporary temple. It is created by 
combining the skills of carpentry, painting and narration. As separate professions, the carpenter is called a 
suthar, an artist is a chitrakar, and a story teller is a bhat. 
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78) Jaapi, xorai and gamosa are traditional art and craft of 

a) Assam 
b) Tripura 
c) Sikkim 
d) Meghalaya 

 
 Solution: a) 
 
Jaapi: 
It is a conical hat made of bamboo and covered with dried tokou (a palm tree found in rainforests of Upper 
Assam) leaves. 
 
Xorai: 
Made of bell-metal, the xorai — essentially a tray with a stand at the bottom, with or without a cover — can be 
found in every Assamese household. 
 
79) Consider the following pairs of Traditional Handicraft Toys and states they belong to: 
 Traditional Handicraft Toys:   State: 
 1. Etikoppaka toys    Andhra Pradesh 
 2. Kinnal toys    Karnataka 
 3. Channapatna toys   Tamil Nadu 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
Etikoppaka Toys are made of soft wood and lacquer color. They belong to the state ofAndhra Pradesh. 
 
Kinnal Craft is a traditional wooden craft local to the town of Kinhal, in Karnataka.  
 
Channapatna is famous for its wooden toys and lacquerware. It is located in the state of Karnataka. 
 
80) Monpa Handmade Paper Industry is a heritage art form of 
 a) Arunachal Pradesh 
 b) Maharashtra 
 c) Odisha 
 d) Andhra Pradesh 
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 Solution: a) 
 
KVIC Brings Alive 1000-yrs Old Monpa Handmade Paper Industry in Tawang to Revive the Heritage Art. 
 
The art of making Monpa handmade paper originated over 1000 years ago. Gradually the art became an integral 
part of local custom and culture in Tawang in Arunachal Pradesh. Once produced in every household in Tawang, 
this handmade paper was a major source of livelihood for the locals. 
 
81) Consider the following statements regarding Chindu Yakshaganam. 
 1. It is a form of entertainment in villages across Tamil Nadu. 
 2. The artists skilfully depict classic tales from the epics and entertain the masses. 
 3. The Chindu community has traditionally been a nomadic community. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2 only 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Chindu Yakshaganam, a.k.a Chindu Bhagavatam is a form of theatre practised by members of the Chindu 
Madiga community. It is a form of entertainment in villages across Telangana, with the artists skilfully depicting 
classic tales from the epics and entertaining the masses.  
The art form probably started when people enacted acts of hunting, wars and other acts of valour.  
The Chindu community has traditionally been a nomadic community. 
 
82) Bhaona is a traditional form of entertainment, practiced in the state of 

a) Maharashtra 
b) Uttar Pradesh 
c) Kerala 
d) Assam 

 
 Solution: d) 
 
Bhaona is a traditional form of entertainment, with religious messages, prevalent in Assam.  
 
It is a creation of Mahapurusha Srimanta Sankardeva, written in the early sixteenth century. He created the form 
to convey religious messages to villagers through entertainment. Later Srimanta Madhavdeva also wrote some 
plays. The plays of bhaona are popularly known as Ankiya Nats and their staging is known as bhaona. 
 
83) Consider the following statements regarding Kutiyattam. 
 1.Kutiyattam, which is practised in Kerala, is one of India’s oldest living theatrical traditions. 
 2. It is officially recognised by UNESCO as a Masterpiece of the Oral and Intangible Heritage of Humanity. 
 3. The neta abhinaya and hasta abhinaya are prominent in Kutiyattam. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
Kutiyattam, Sanskrit theatre, which is practised in the province of Kerala, is one of India’s oldest living theatrical 
traditions. It is officially recognised by UNESCO as a Masterpiece of the Oral and Intangible Heritage of 
Humanity. 
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Originating more than 2,000 years ago, Kutiyattam represents a synthesis of Sanskrit classicism and reflects the 
local traditions of Kerala. In its stylized and codified the atrical language, neta abhinaya (eye expression) and 
hasta abhinaya (the language of gestures) are prominent. They focus on the thoughts and feelings of the main 
character. 
 
84) Consider the following pairs of Art Form and where they are practiced in 
 1. Garodas – Gujarat 
 2. Oja-Pali – Himachal Pradesh 
 3. Kariyila – Assam 
Which of the above pairs is/are correctly matched? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
Garodas is a popular art form of the ‘Garoda’ community of Gujarat. It uses painted pictures to narrate stories 
of romance and valour. 
 
Oja-Pali is a unique narrative theatre form of Assam, primarily associated with the festival of Manasa or the 
serpent goddess. 
 
Kariyila, also referred to as Kariyala, is one of the most interesting and popular folk drama forms of Himachal 
Pradesh.  
 
85) The best-known leather puppets in our country are those used in the Tholu Bomalatta of 

a) Karnataka  
b) Andhra Pradesh 
c) Kerala  
d) Tamil Nadu 
 
Solution: b)  

 
The best-known leather puppets in our country are those used in the Tholu Bomalatta of Andhra Pradesh. The 
origins of these puppets can be traced back to about 2000 BCE, as they are mentioned in the Mahabharata. 
 
86) Jainism advocates three principles known as Triratnas (three gems) and Buddhism preaches four noble 

truths and the eightfold path. What is/are common between the teachings of both religions? 
1. Understanding that no object possesses a soul and is inanimate in the larger flow of life. 
2. Acceptance of the theory that God exists and it has multiple aspects. 
3. To practice ahimsa and abstain from acquiring precious metals like Gold and Silver 

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 1, 2  
b) 3 only 
c) 2, 3  
d) 1, 2, 3 

 
Solution: b)  

 

• Right Knowledge (as per Mahavira) is the acceptance of the theory that there is no God and that the 
world has been existing without a creator and that all objects possess a soul.  

• Buddhism sheds any discussion on God and soul as futile. Buddha also taught that the soul does not 
exist, so there is no meeting ground in this case.  
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• Right conduct (Jainism) refers to the observance of the five great vows such as not to injure life, not to 
lie, not to steal, not to acquire property and not to lead an immoral life.  

• Buddhism also forbids its monks from acquiring property (that may bring a sense of ego and pride to 
its monks and nuns) and injuring life.  

 
87) Consider the following statements regarding Gandhara school of art. 
 1. Gandhara school originated during the reign of Indo-Greek rulers. 
 2. Gandhara school carved out the images of Buddha as well as Siva and Vishnu along with their consorts 
Parvathi and Lakshmi  
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
Gandhara school originated during the reign of Indo-Greek rulers but the real patrons of this school of art were 
the Sakas and the Kushanas, particularly Kanishka. Its reliefs depict Buddha’s birth, his renunciation and his 
preaching. 
 

 
 
Mathura school was an indigenous development. Mathura school carved out the images of Buddha as well as 
Siva and Vishnu along with their consorts (Parvathi and Lakshmi). 
 
88) Consider the following statements. 
 1. The temple complex is known as the “Khajuraho of Vidarbha”. 
 2. The temples belongs to nagara style of temple architecture. 
 3. The temples belong to saiva, vaishnava and sakta faith. 
The above statements are associated with 
 a) Trikuteshwara Temple 
 b) Lingaraj Temple 
 c) Mahadeva Temple 
 d) Markandeshwar temple 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
Known as the “Khajuraho of Vidarbha”, the Markandeshwar temple complex is situated on the bank of River 
Wainganga in district Gadchiroli of Maharashtra. 

• The temples belong to the Nagara group of temples of North India.  
• On stylistic grounds, their date ranges in between 9-12th centuries CE. 
• The temples belong to saiva, vaishnava and sakta faith. Most of the temples have a simple plan, 

with ardhamandapa, mandapa, antaralaand garbhagriha forming the component of the entire set up. 
 
89) Consider the following statements regarding Sufism. 
 1. Sufis believed that the heart can be trained to look at the world in a different way. 
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 2. Sufism was closer to Suguna Bhakti than Nirguna Bhakti.  
 3. Zikr refers to chanting of a name or sacred formula. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1 only 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Like the Nathpanthis, Siddhas and Yogis, the Sufis too believed that the heart can be trained to look at the 
world in a different way. They developed elaborate methods of training using zikr (chanting of a name or 
sacred formula), contemplation, sama (singing), raqs (dancing), discussion of parables, breath control, etc. under 
the guidance of a master or pir. 
 
Sufism was closer to Nirguna Bhakti than Suguna Bhakti. 
 
90) With reference to art and archaeological history of India, which of the following are associated with the 

reign of Ashoka? 
 1. Rock-cut Elephant at Dhauli 
 2. Badami Caves 
 3. Lomus Rishi caves 
 4. Udayagiri Caves 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 3 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 1, 3, 4 
 d) 2, 4 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
Rock-cut Elephant at Dhauli was created during Ashoka’s reign (272-231 BC). It is the earliest Buddhist sculpture 
of Odisha.  
 
Lomus Rishi caves: Located in the Barabar and Nagarjuni hills of Jehanabad district in Bihar, this rock-cut cave 
was carved out as a sanctuary (manmade). It was built during the Ashokan period of the Maurya Empire in the 
3rd century BC, as part of the sacred architecture of the Ajivikas. 
 
The Badami cave temples are a complex of Hindu and Jain cave temples located in Bagalkot district in northern 
part of Karnataka, India. The caves are considered an example of Indian rock-cut architecture, especially Badami 
Chalukya architecture, which dates from the 6th century.  
 
Udayagiri Caves: It is a Hindu cave and was made during the Gupta reign. It contains the famous Varaha 
sculpture.   
 
91) Consider the following statements regarding Jataka tales. 
 1. The Jataka tales are a voluminous body of literature native to India concerning the previous births of 
Gautama Buddha, but only in human form. 
 2. In Theravada Buddhism, the Jatakas are a textual division of the Pali Canon. 
 3. Many stupas in northern India are said to mark locations from the Jataka tales. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2, 3 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
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 Solution: b) 
 
The Jataka tales are a voluminous body of literature native to India concerning the previous births of Gautama 
Buddha in both human and animal form. The future Buddha may appear as a king, an outcast, a god, an 
elephant—but, in whatever form, he exhibits some virtue that the tale thereby inculcates. 
In Theravada Buddhism, the Jatakas are a textual division of the Pali Canon, included in the Khuddaka Nikaya 
of the Sutta Pitaka. The term Jataka may also refer to a traditional commentary on this book. 
Many stupas in northern India are said to mark locations from the Jataka tales; the Chinese pilgrim Xuanzang 
reported several of these. 
 
92) Which of the following are major features of Chola age paintings? 

1. They were often done on temple panels.  
2. They show narrations and aspects related to Lord Shiva. 
3. They avoid depictions of humans and plants. 

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 1, 2  
b) 2, 3  
c) 1, 3  
d) 1, 2, 3 
 
Solution: a) 

 
The murals of the Chola age bring out diverse emotions on many faces, a feature rarely seen in Indian art. The 
majestic temple of Brihadishvara in Thanjavur is an example of the great wealth and power of the Chola 
Empire.  
 
Most the paintings are massive and animated, which brings alive the greatness of the Lord who destroys evil and 
ensures peace. These paintings also depict a barely visible Dakshinamurthi (Shiva as God of knowledge) beneath 
a banyan tree on which monkeys are playing. The paintings of Lord Shiva can be seen in the heart of 
the temple, which are protected by gigantic walls of stone. 
 
Chola Paintings included humans and plants also. 
 
93) Amukthamalyada, Gangadevi’s Maduravijayam and Allasani Peddanna’s Manucharitam are some of the 

indigenous literature of the period of 
a) Satavahanas  
b) Vijayanagar Empire 
c) Cholas 
d) Pallavas 
 
Solution: b) 

 
Krishna Deva Raya, though a Vaishnavaite, he respected all religions. He was a great patron of literature and art 
and he was known as Andhra Bhoja. 
Eight eminent scholars known as Ashtadiggajas were at his royal court. Allasani Peddanna was the greatest and 
he was called Andhrakavita Pitamaga. His important works include Manucharitam and Harikathasaram.  
Pingali Suranna and Tenali Ramakrishna were other important scholars. Krishna Deva Raya himself authored a 
Telugu work, Amukthamalyadha and Sanskrit works, Jambavati Kalyanam and Ushaparinayam. 
 
94) Consider the following statements regarding the contributions of Varahamihira. 

1. Varahamihira's main work is the book Pañcasiddhāntikā that includes five principles for a moral life.  
2. Varahamihira improved the accuracy of the sine tables of Aryabhata. 

Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 
 a) 1 only 
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 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
Varahamihira's main work is the book Pañcasiddhāntikā ("[Treatise] on the Five [Astronomical] Canons"), which 
gives us information about older Indian texts which are now lost. The work is a treatise on mathematical 
astronomy and it summarises five earlier astronomical treatises by five authors, namely the Surya 
Siddhanta, Romaka Siddhanta, Paulisa Siddhanta, Vasishtha Siddhanta and Paitamaha Siddhanta.  
 
Varahamihira improved the accuracy of the sine tables of Aryabhata. 
 
95) The “Rasa theory” of Natya Shashtra identifies which of these as the primary goals of the performance of 

arts? 
 a) Contribute to creative potential of mankind  
 b) Purely for entertainment 
 c) To raise individual consciousness for spiritual upliftment 
 d) Only to seek pleasure and happiness   
 
 Solution: c) 
 
The Natya Shashtra is a notable ancient treatise influencing dance, music and literary traditions in India.  
It asserts that entertainment is a desired effect of performance arts but not the primary goal, and that the 
primary goal is to transport the individual in the audience into another parallel reality, full of wonder, where he 
experiences the essence of his own consciousness, and reflects on spiritual and moral questions. 
This is similar to the Sufi’s views on music, chanting and its spiritual potential to connect with the divine.  
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