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1. Economy 
 
1) Consider the following statements regarding e-kuber. 

1. E-kuber is the core banking solution of the RBI that gives high degree of access to commercial banks to 
their current account with the RBI. 
 2. e-kuber is used to conduct exercises like auctioning of government securities. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
e-Kuber is the Core Banking Solution of Reserve Bank of India. E-Kuber provides the provision of a single current 
account for each bank across the country, with decentralised access to this account from anywhere-anytime 
using portal based services in a safe manner.   
 
Auction of Government securities is done through e-kuber system. Sovereign Gold Bonds are available for 
subscription at the branches of scheduled commercial banks and designated post offices through RBI’s e-kuber 
system. 
 
2) Consider the following statements. 
 1. The Unemployment Rate is the percentage of people in the labour force who demanded work but did 
not get it. 
 2. The labour force includes those who are employed and those who are looking for work but unable to 
get it. 
 3. The fall in Unemployment Rate happens only when more jobs are created. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
The Unemployment Rate (or UER) is the percentage of people in the labour force who demanded work but did 
not get it. 
 
Under normal circumstances, the UER is a perfectly fine metric to track unemployment but in India’s case, and 
especially over the past decade, UER is becoming ineffective in accurately assessing the true level of 
unemployment distress. That’s because the labour force itself has been shrinking rapidly. 
 
The labour force includes those who are employed and those who are looking for work but unable to get it (i.e. 
unemployed). 
 
So, what has been happening over the past decade is that the Labour Force Participation Rate in India has been 
falling. As such, often when it appears that UER has fallen, it is not because more jobs have been created but 
because fewer people have demanded jobs (in other words, the LFPR has fallen). 
 
Since millions do not formally “demand” work, there is an undercounting of unemployed people in India. This is 
why UER fails to adequately capture the unemployment distress in India. 
 
Source 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/assembly-election-explainspeaking-unemployment-uttar-pradesh-uttarakhand-punjab-manipur-goa-7715314/
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3) The Financial Stability Report by RBI looks at which of the following aspects? 
 1. Are different sectors of the economy able to get credit for economic activity. 
 2. Do Indian banks (both public and private) have enough capital to run their operations. 
 3. Are the levels of bad loans (or non-performing assets) within manageable limits. 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
The FSR looks at questions like do Indian banks (both public and private) have enough capital to run their 
operations? Are the levels of bad loans (or non-performing assets) within manageable limits? Are different 
sectors of the economy able to get credit (or new loans) for economic activity such as starting a new business or 
buying a new house or car? 
 
4) Consider the following statements regarding Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB). 
 1. Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) launched in Beijing in 2015, has approved more loans for 
India than any other member of the bank. 
 2. China is its biggest shareholder and India is the second-largest. 
 3. The U.S. and Japan are among its members. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
Former Reserve Bank of India (RBI) governor Urjit Patel has been appointed vice-president of the Beijing-based 
Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB). 
Mr. Patel will serve a three-year term as one of the multilateral development bank’s five vice-presidents, and will 
take the place of former Gujarat Chief Secretary D.J. Pandian who had been, as Vice-President, leading the AIIB’s 
investment operations and all sovereign and non-sovereign lending in South and Southeast Asia. 
 
The AIIB, launched in Beijing in 2015, has approved more loans for India than any other member of the bank. 
China is its biggest shareholder and India is the second-largest. The U.S. and Japan are not among its 104 
members. 
 
Source 
 
5) Consider the following statements. 
 1. Central Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs (CBIC), imposes antidumping duties in India. 
 2. A product is said to be dumped when the product has been exported at a price below normal value in 
Indian markets. 
 3. Antidumping duty is imposed based on the recommendations of Union Finance Ministry’s investigation 
arm, the Directorate General of Trade Remedies (DGTR). 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2 only 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://www.thehindu.com/business/Industry/ex-rbi-governor-urjit-patel-appointed-vice-president-of-aiib/article38201191.ece
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 Solution: a) 
 
India has imposed anti-dumping duty on five Chinese products, including certain aluminium goods and some 
chemicals, for five years to guard local manufacturers from cheap imports from the neighbouring country. 
 
According to separate notifications of the Central Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs (CBIC), the duties have 
been imposed on certain products. 
 
These duties were imposed following recommendations of the Commerce Ministry’s investigation arm, the 
Directorate General of Trade Remedies (DGTR). 
The DGTR, in separate probes, has concluded that these products have been exported at a price below normal 
value in Indian markets, which has resulted in dumping. 
 
Source 
 
6) Consider the following statements regarding Reserve assets. 
 1. A reserve asset must be readily available, controlled by policymakers, and easily transferable. 
 2. Currencies like U.S. dollar and Gold bullion are classified as Reserve assets. 
 3. In India, the Reserve assets have always been less than 50 percent of India’s international financial 
assets. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 2 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
Reserve assets are currencies or other assets, such as gold, that can be readily transferable and are used to 
balance international transactions and payments. 
A reserve asset must be readily available, physical, controlled by policymakers, and easily transferable. 
The U.S. dollar is a reserve currency, meaning it is widely held as a reserve asset around the world. 
Reserve assets accounted for 68.5% of India’s international financial assets in September 2021.  
 
Source  Source 
 
7) Which of the following are included in the eight core industries of Indian economy? 
 1. Electricity 
 2. Steel 
 3. Biogas 
 4. Refinery products 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 3 
 b) 1, 3, 4 
 c) 1, 2, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
The eight core sectors — coal, crude oil, natural gas, refinery products, fertilisers, steel, cement and electricity. 
 
Source 
 
8) Consider the following statements regarding 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/india-imposes-anti-dumping-duty-on-5-chinese-goods-for-5-years/article38044225.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/business/foreign-owned-assets-in-india-rose-by-37-bn-in-q2-rbi-data/article38083010.ece
https://www.investopedia.com/terms/r/reserve-assets.asp#:~:text=Reserve%20assets%20are%20currencies%20or,by%20policymakers%2C%20and%20easily%20transferable.
https://www.thehindu.com/business/Industry/eight-core-sectors-output-up-31-in-november/article38080658.ece#:~:text=Output%20of%20eight%20core%20sectors,output%20had%20grown%20by%208.4%25.
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1. Inflation is more likely to have a significant positive effect on a currency's value and foreign exchange 
rate. 
2. Inflation is independent to interest rates. 

Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
Solution: c) 

 
The rate of inflation in a country can have a major impact on the value of the country's currency and the rates 
of foreign exchange it has with the currencies of other nations. However, inflation is just one factor among many 
that combine to influence a country's exchange rate.  
 
Inflation is more likely to have a significant negative effect, rather than a significant positive effect, on a 
currency's value and foreign exchange rate. 
 
An extremely high inflation rate is very likely to impact the country's exchange rates with other nations 
negatively.  
 
Inflation is closely related to interest rates, which can influence exchange rates. 
 
9) Substantive equality adopted by some countries, means that 
 a) Absolute equality in all spheres and to every person. 
 b) Abolition of all special rights and privileges 
 c) Providing equal opportunities for disadvantaged and marginalized groups 
 d) All people must be equally treated at all times. 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Substantive equality is a fundamental aspect of human rights law that is concerned with equitable outcomes 
and equal opportunities for disadvantaged and marginalized people and groups in society. 
 
10) The government plans to sell as much as 5% of its stake in Life Insurance Corp of India in the initial public 

offering (IPO). For LIC, the listing of the shares means 
 1. Investors will be able to actively trade in its shares on the stock exchanges.  
 2. It means more transparency from the LIC side which was hitherto answerable only to the government. 
 3. It is not mandatory for LIC to inform the investors and exchanges details about all price sensitive 
information after listing.  
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
For LIC, the listing of the shares means higher visibility and profile. Investors will be able to actively trade in its 
shares on the stock exchanges. It also means more transparency from the LIC side which was hitherto 
answerable only to the government. LIC will have to inform the investors and exchanges details about all price 
sensitive information after listing. In short, LIC will be accountable to the investors and meet their expectations. 
Investors are expected to demand high level of corporate governance from the corporation. 
 
Source 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-what-lic-mega-ipo-means-for-govt-investors-and-corporation-7772483/
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11) Consider the following statements. 
 1. States can borrow interest-free loans with a tenure of upto 50 years, to make capital investments. 
 2. The rise in the prices of vegetables impact only the retail inflation (CPI) and not Wholesale inflation 
(WPI). 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
The capital expenditure for 2022-23 has been pegged at Rs 7.5 lakh crore. This expenditure increase comes along 
with an increase in the state borrowing limit to 4 per cent of the GSDP. States have also been allowed to borrow 
up to Rs 1 lakh crore through 50-year interest-free loans to make capital investments. In 2021-22, the Centre 
had allowed states an additional Rs 15,000 crore for capital investment under a similar window.  

 
 
Source 
 
12) Which of the following are released by Labour Bureau in the Ministry of Labour? 

1. CPI for Industrial Workers (IW) 
2. CPI for Urban Non-Manual Employees (UNME) 
3. CPI for Rural Labourers (RL) 
4. CPI for Agricultural Labourers (AL) 

Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 3 
 b) 1, 2, 3 
 c) 1, 3, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
In India, there are four consumer price index numbers, which are calculated, and these are as follows: 

• CPI for Industrial Workers (IW) 
• CPI for Agricultural Labourers (AL) 
• CPI for Rural Labourers (RL) and 
• CPI for Urban Non-Manual Employees (UNME). 

 
While the Ministry of Statistics and Program Implementation collects CPI (UNME) data and compiles it, the 
remaining three are collected by the Labour Bureau in the Ministry of Labour. 
 
13) Which of the following has the highest weightage under Consumer Price Index urban? 
 a) Fuel and Light 
 b) Food and beverages 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-states-worried-high-capex-budget-2022-7770088/#:~:text=This%20is%20a%20way%20to,its%20other%20%E2%80%9Csundry%20commitments%E2%80%9D.
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 c) Housing 
 d) clothing and footwear 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
In India, the most important category in the consumer price index is Food and beverages which has highest 
weight in CPI rural and CPI urban. 
 
14) Consider the following statements regarding Index of Industrial Production (IIP). 
 1. IIP details out the growth of various sectors in an economy such as mining, manufacturing and 
electricity and manufacturing accounts for maximum weight of the IIP.  
 2. The Eight Core Industries comprise nearly two-third of the weight of items included in the IIP.  
 3. The IIP index is computed and published by the National Statistics Office (NSO) on a monthly basis. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
The Index of Industrial Production (IIP) is an index for India which details out the growth of various sectors in an 
economy such as mineral mining, electricity and manufacturing.  
 
The IIP index is computed and published by the National Statistics Office (NSO) on a monthly basis. 
The current base year is 2011-2012.  
The Eight Core Industries comprise nearly 40.27% of the weight of items included in the Index of Industrial 
Production (IIP).  
 
Industrial output slumped to a 10-month low of 0.4 per cent in December, according to data released by the 
National Statistical Office (NSO). IIP growth in Dec 2021 is the lowest in 10 months. 
The biggest drag for the industrial output in December came from the 0.1 per cent contraction (negative growth) 
in manufacturing output, which accounts for 77.6 per cent of the weight of the IIP. Manufacturing output had 
grown 0.8 per cent in the previous month and 2.7 per cent a year ago. 
 
Source 
 
15) Reserve Bank of India plans to launch its own central bank digital currency (CBDC) next fiscal. In this context 

consider the following statements regarding CBDC. 
 1. CBDC is a legal tender issued by a central bank in a digital form.  
 2. It is similar to a fiat currency issued in paper and is interchangeable with any other fiat currency. 
 3. CBDC will be backed by the blockchain technology. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
CBDC is a legal tender issued by a central bank in a digital form. It is similar to a fiat currency issued in paper and 
is interchangeable with any other fiat currency. The RBI is expected to launch the CBDC from the upcoming 
financial year. This follows the government’s plans to launch the CBDC that will be backed by blockchain 
technology. 
 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/india-factory-output-data-december-explained-7768784/#:~:text=in%20December%202020.-,Why%20has%20output%20fallen%3F,along%20with%20an%20unfavourable%20base.
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Source 
 
16) Which of the following has the power to cancel the Certificate of Registration (CoR) issued to mobile app-

based lending operators, for their illegal lending activities? 
 a) Ministry of Finance 
 b) Ministry of Science and Technology 
 c) Ministry of Home Affairs 
 d) Reserve Bank of India 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
The Reserve Bank cancelled the Certificate of Registration (CoR) issued to P C Financial Services Pvt Ltd, New 
Delhi, which was primarily engaged in mobile app-based lending operations through an app called ‘Cashbean’. 
 
The RBI said the CoR of the company has been cancelled on account of supervisory concerns such as gross 
violations of RBI directions on outsourcing and know your customer norms.  
 
Source 
 
 

 
2. Ecology and Environment 

 
1) Consider the following statements regarding nitrous oxide. 
 1. Being a short-lived greenhouse gas, it substantially contributes to global warming. 
 2. When it reaches the stratosphere it reacts with ozone and depletes it, with an impact comparable to 
that of CFCs. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
Nitrous oxide's atmospheric concentration reached 333 parts per billion (ppb) in 2020, increasing at a rate of 
about 1 ppb annually. It is a major scavenger of stratospheric ozone, with an impact comparable to that of CFCs. 
 
Being the third most important long-lived greenhouse gas, nitrous oxide also substantially contributes to global 
warming. 
 
2) Consider the following statements regarding Miyawaki technique. 
 1. Miyawaki technique allows for growing dense forests comprising native trees on small patches of land. 
 2. In Miyawaki technique the tree growth is slower compared to the traditional afforestation method. 
 3. They help lower temperatures in urban heat islands, reduce air and noise pollution. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/digital-currency-glitches-india-7786901/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-why-digital-lenders-have-come-under-the-scanner-7793338/
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Miyawaki model to increase the green cover: 
Pioneered by Japanese botanist and ecologist Akira Miyawaki, the technique allows for growing dense forests 
comprising native trees on small patches of land. One of the ways this is done is by ensuring that tree growth is 
faster than traditional afforestation methods. 
 
They help lower temperatures in concrete heat islands, reduce air and noise pollution, attract local birds and 
insects, and create carbon sinks. 
 
3) Kawal Tiger Reserve, recently seen in news is located in 
 a) Kerala 
 b) Telangana 
 c) Karnataka 
 d) Tamil Nadu 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
The Kawal Tiger Reserve, located in Telangana is going to host its first ever ‘Bird Walk’.  
 
Kawal is home to a rich diversity in flora and fauna with more than 300 species of birds, and over 600 tree species 
with different forest compositions such as pure teak, bamboo with teak, pure bamboo. 
 
Source 
 
4) Consider the following statements. 
 1. As per State of Forests Report, 2021 Uttarakhand reported the maximum fires among all states. 
 2. State of Forests Report, 2021 acknowledged the link between climate change and forest fires. 
 3. The Union environment ministry supports the efforts of state governments in preventing and 
controlling forest fire by providing financial assistance under the centrally sponsored forest fire prevention and 
management scheme. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2 only 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Odisha reported the maximum fires among all states (51,968), followed by Madhya Pradesh (47,795) and 
Chhattisgarh (38,106). 
 
SoFR, 2021 too acknowledged the link between climate change and forest fires, citing the global forest resources 
assessment 2020. 
 
Forests are managed by the state forest departments. 
 
The Union environment ministry supports the efforts of state / Union territory governments in preventing and 
controlling forest fire by providing financial assistance for various forest fire prevention and management 
measures under the centrally sponsored forest fire prevention and management scheme. 
 
The dry deciduous forests, which receive low rainfall, face 5-6 dry months and have nutrient poor soil, such as 
those in tropical and subtropical latitude, are more vulnerable to fire compared to others.  
 
Source 
 
5) Consider the following statements regarding Solar Radiation Modification (SRM). 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/telangana/birds-of-kawal-beckon-avian-enthusiasts/article38393762.ece?utm_source=telangana&utm_medium=sticky_footer
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/forests/forest-survey-report-2021-forest-fire-counts-up-2-7-times-81123
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 1. It aims to address climate change by reflecting more sunlight back into space. 
 2. It allows more infrared radiation from Earth to escape, in order to reduce the Earth’s temperature. 
 3. It is highly considered as a substitute for reducing emissions, or removing atmospheric CO2. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
Solar Radiation Modification (SRM), also known as Solar Radiation Management, Radiation Modification 
Measures or Solar Geoengineering, would aim to address a symptom of climate change by reflecting more 
sunlight back into space, or by allowing more infrared radiation from Earth to escape, in order to reduce the 
Earth’s temperature. It includes numerous proposed methods which differ significantly. None are ready for 
deployment. Solar Radiation Modification could not be a substitute for reducing emissions, or removing 
atmospheric CO2. 
 
6) koalas that were recently classified as 'endangered' is native to 
 a) India 
 b) China 
 c) Australia 
 d) United States 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Once found in abundance, Australia’s much-loved koalas have now been officially classified as ‘endangered’ after 
widespread bushfires, drought and land clearing destroyed much of their eucalyptus-rich habitat. 
 
According to fossil records, Koala species have inhabited parts of Australia for at least 25 million years, a WWF 
report states. 
 
Source 
 
 
 

 
3. Government Schemes and Programmes 

 
1) Consider the following statements regarding National Supercomputing Mission (NSM). 
 1. NSM is steered jointly by the Department of Science and Technology (DST) and Ministry of Electronics 
and Information Technology (MeitY). 
 2. It is implemented by Centre for Development of Advanced Computing (C-DAC). 
 3. The Mission has supported the deployment of supercomputer systems at IISc., and IITs. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-why-australia-has-listed-koalas-as-endangered-species-7768081/
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NSM is steered jointly by the Department of Science and Technology (DST) and Ministry of Electronics and 
Information Technology (MeitY), and implemented by C-DAC and IISc. 
 
The Mission has supported the deployment of 10 supercomputer systems so far at IISc., in IITs, IISER Pune, 
JNCASR, NABI-Mohali and C-DAC, with a cumulative computing power of 17 petaflops.  
 
Source 
 
2) Consider the following statements regarding Nadi Utsav. 
 1. Nadi Utsavs are organized to celebrate rivers under the themes of Cleanliness, Patriotism, Nature and 
Ecology. 
 2. It is a pan India celebration jointly organized by Ministry of Jal Shakti, Ministry of Culture and Ministry 
of Tourism. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Nadi Utsav 2021 is a pan India celebration which is jointly organized by National Mission for Clean Ganga, 
Ministry of Jal Shakti and Ministry of Culture and Ministry of Tourism. NadiUtsavs are being organized to 
celebrate rivers such as River Brahmaputra, Indus, Narmada, Sabarmati, Mahanadi, Krishna, Godavari, Cauvery, 
Ganga, Yamuna, amongst several others. The celebrations are being organized under the four chosen themes of 
Cleanliness, Patriotism, Nature and Ecology, Devotion and Spirituality.  
 
Source 
 
3) Consider the following statements regarding The Consumer Protection Act, 2019. 
 1. The Act recognises offences such as providing false information regarding the quality or quantity of a 
good or service, and misleading advertisement. 
 2. Central Consumer Protection Authority is constituted under the Act, which is an advisory body. 
 3. Central Consumer Protection Authority will be headed by the Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food and 
Public Distribution. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
Central Consumer Protection Authority constituted under Section 10(1) of The Consumer Protection Act, 2019. 
The Act replaced The Consumer Protection Act, 1986, and seeks to widen its scope in addressing consumer 
concerns. The new Act recognises offences such as providing false information regarding the quality or quantity 
of a good or service, and misleading advertisements. It also specifies action to be taken if goods and services are 
found “dangerous, hazardous or unsafe”. 
 
The CCPA aims to protect the rights of the consumer by cracking down on unfair trade practices, and false and 
misleading advertisements that are detrimental to the interests of the public and consumers. 
 
The CCPA will have the powers to inquire or investigate into matters relating to violations of consumer rights or 
unfair trade practices suo motu, or on a complaint received, or on a direction from the central government.  
 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/bangalore/iisc-commissions-one-of-indias-most-powerful-supercomputers/article38369811.ece
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleaseIframePage.aspx?PRID=1783249
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CCPA will have Chief Commissioner as head, and two other commissioners as members. 
 
The CCPA will have an Investigation Wing that will be headed by a Director General.  
 
Source 
 
4) The Department of Consumer Affairs is entrusted with the implementation of 
 1. Bureau of Indian Standards Act, 2016 
 2. Standards of Weights and Measures 
 3. Essential Commodities Act, 1955 
 4. Emblems and Names (Prevention of Improper Use) Act, 1952 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 3 
 b) 2, 3 
 d) 2, 3, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
Department of Consumer Affairs is one of the two Departments under the Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food & 
Public Distribution. It was constituted as a separate Department in June 1997 as it was considered necessary to 
have a separate Department to give a fillip to the nascent consumer movement in the country. 
 
THE DEPARTMENT HAS BEEN ENTRUSTED WITH THE FOLLOWING WORK 

• Implementation of Consumer Protection Act, 2019. 

• Implementation of Bureau of Indian Standards Act, 2016 

• Implementation of Standards of Weights and Measures - The Legal Metrology Act, 2009. 

• Regulation of Packaged Commodities. 

• The Essential Commodities Act, 1955 (10 of 1955) (Supply, Prices and Distribution of Essential 
Commodities not dealt with specifically by any other Department). 

• Prevention of Black Marketing and Maintenance of Supply of Essential Commodities Act, 1980(7 of 1980). 

• Monitoring of prices and availability of essential commodities. 

• Direct Selling 

• Training in Legal Metrology. 

• The Emblems and Names (Prevention of Improper Use) Act, 1952. 

• Laying down specifications, standards and codes and ensuring quality control of bio-fuels for end uses. 

• Consumer Cooperatives 

• National Test House. 
 
Source  
 
5) Consider the following statements regarding Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana (PMMVY). 
 1. The Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana (PMMVY), provides monetary assistance for the birth of 
the first child to fully compensate a woman for loss of wages. 
 2. One of the objectives of the scheme is to also improve health seeking behaviour of women. 
 3. The scheme is the revamped version of the Janani Suraksha Yojana. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2 only 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/ram-vilas-paswan-food-and-public-distribution-central-consumer-protection-act-6288654/
https://consumeraffairs.nic.in/about-us/about-dca
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The Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana (PMMVY), launched in 2017, provides ₹5,000 for the birth of the first 
child to partially compensate a woman for loss of wages. It also aims to improve the nutritional well-being of the 
mother and the child. The amount is given in three instalments upon meeting certain conditions. It is combined 
with another scheme, Janani Suraksha Yojana, under which nearly ₹1,000 is given for an institutional birth, so 
that a woman gets a total of ₹6,000. 
 
Under the revamped PMMVY under Mission Shakti, the maternity benefit amounting to ₹6000 is also to be 
provided for the second child, but only if the second is a girl child, to discourage pre-birth sex selection and 
promote the girl child. 
 
One of the objectives of the scheme is to also improve health seeking behaviour of women. 
 
Source 
 
6) Consider the following statements regarding the recently launched Operation AAHT. 
 1. It is a nationwide operation to curb human trafficking.  
 2. As part of Operation AAHT, special teams will be deployed on all long-distance trains/routes. 
 3. It was launched by the Union Ministry of Women & Child Development. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
Railway Protection Force has launched a nationwide operation to curb human trafficking. As part of “Operation 
AAHT”, special teams will be deployed on all long-distance trains/routes with focus on rescuing victims, 
particularly women and children, from the clutches of traffickers. 
 
As part of “Operation AAHT”, the infrastructure and intelligence network of the force could be utilised to collect, 
collate and analyse clues on victims, source, route, destination, popular trains used by suspects, identity of 
carriers/agents, kingpins etc and shared with other law-enforcing agencies.  
 
Source 
 
7) Consider the following statements regarding Genetic Engineering Appraisal Committee (GEAC). 
 1. The Genetic Engineering Appraisal Committee (GEAC) functions in the Ministry of Science and 
Technology. 
 2. It is responsible for appraisal of activities involving large scale use of hazardous microorganisms and 
recombinants in research and industrial production from the environmental angle. 
 3. It is chaired by a representative from the Department of Biotechnology (DBT).  
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2 only 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
The Genetic Engineering Appraisal Committee (GEAC) functions in the Ministry of Environment, Forest and 
Climate Change (MoEF&CC). As per Rules, 1989, it is responsible for appraisal of activities involving large scale 
use of hazardous microorganisms and recombinants in research and industrial production from the 
environmental angle. The committee is also responsible for appraisal of proposals relating to release of 
genetically engineered (GE) organisms and products into the enviornment including experimental field trials. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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GEAC is chaired by the Special Secretary/Additional Secretary of MoEF&CC and co-chaired by a representative 
from the Department of Biotechnology (DBT). 
 
Source 
 
8) Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI) issues orders and directions on subjects such as 
 1. Tariffs 
 2. Direct to Home (DTH) services 
 3. Mobile number portability 
 4. Increasing broadband penetration in India 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 3 
 b) 1, 3, 4 
 c) 2, 3, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
TRAI regularly issues orders and directions on various subjects such as tariffs, interconnections, quality of 
service, Direct To Home (DTH) services and mobile number portability. 
 
9) Consider the following statements. 
 1. In India according to Information Technology Act 2000, an admin of any messaging service say 
WhatsApp can be held liable for a post made by a member in the group.  
 2. Vicarious liability means, the responsibility imposed on one person for the wrongful actions of another 
person. 
 3. Vicarious liability is applicable to only civil cases and not criminal cases. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2 only 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
In the absence of a special penal law creating vicarious liability, an admin of a WhatsApp group cannot be held 
liable for the objectionable post by a group member. There is no law by which an admin of any messaging 
service can be held liable for a post made by a member in the group. A WhatsApp admin cannot be an 
intermediary under the IT Act. 
 
Vicarious liability in a broader sense, is the responsibility imposed on one person for the wrongful actions of 
another person. This often occurs in the context of civil law—for example, in employment cases. In a criminal 
context, vicarious liability assigns guilt, or criminal liability, to a person for wrongful acts committed by someone 
else. 
 
Source 
 
 
 
 

  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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4. Science and Technology 
 
1) Software that enables a user to obtain secret information about another computer's activities? 
 a) Malware 
 b) Adware 
 c) Spyware 
 d) Trackware 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Spyware is unwanted software that infiltrates your computing device, stealing your internet usage data and 
sensitive information. Spyware is classified as a type of malware — malicious software designed to gain access to 
or damage your computer, often without your knowledge. Spyware gathers your personal information and 
relays it to advertisers, data firms, or external users. 
 
2) Which of the following are the Uses and possibilities of blockchain technology? 
 1. Fast bank transactions 
 2. Secure legal documents and personal documents. 
 3. Digital voting 
 4. Digital identification 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 3 
 b) 1, 2, 4 
 c) 1, 3, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
Uses and possibilities of blockchain are: 

• Confidential communication of cryptocurrency. 

• Safe, cost effective and fast bank transactions. 

• Secure legal documents, health data, notaries and personal documents. 

• Distribution of land records and government financial assistance. 

• Cloudstorage, digital identification, smart communication and digital voting. 
 
3) Consider the following statements regarding the applications of radioisotopes. 
 1. Iodine-131 is used to treat thyroid disorders. (Graves’s disease) 
 2. Thorium -229 helps fluorescent lights last longer. 
 3. Uranium-235 is used to produce fluorescent glassware, a variety of colored glazes and wall tiles. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 

 

 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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4) Param Pravega, recently seen in news is a 
 a) Radio telescope 
 b) Supercomputer 
 c) Satellite Launch Vehicle 
 d) India’s first Quantum computer 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
The Indian Institute of Science (IISc.) has installed and commissioned Param Pravega, one of the most powerful 
supercomputers in India, and the largest in an Indian academic institution, under the National Supercomputing 
Mission (NSM).  
 
It has been designed by the Centre for Development of Advanced Computing (C-DAC).  
 
Source 
 
5) Consider the following statements regarding Air-independent propulsion. 
 1. It is a technology which allows a non-nuclear submarine to operate by using the atmospheric oxygen. 
 2. It is based on the combustion of oxygen and ethanol to augment battery-powered propulsion. 

3. The Non-nuclear submarines running on Air-independent propulsion can be virtually silent. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2, 3 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
What is Air-independent propulsion? 

• It is a technology which allows a non-nuclear submarine to operate without the need to access 
atmospheric oxygen (by surfacing or using a snorkel). 

• It can augment or replace the diesel-electric propulsion system of non-nuclear vessels. 

• It is based on the combustion of stored oxygen and ethanol to augment battery-powered propulsion. 
 
Significance of AIP: 

• AIP significantly improves stealth because it enables a submarine to generate electricity for services and 
battery charging and propulsion while completely submerged. 

• AIP systems also generate electricity, powering a submarine to operate and also generate oxygen, lighting 
and amenities for crew. 

• The Non-nuclear submarines running on battery power or AIP can be virtually silent. 
 
6) Which of the following are the applications of supercomputers? 
 1. Developing platforms for genomics and drug discovery 
 2. Studying urban environmental issues 
 3. Establishing flood warning and prediction systems 
 4. Optimising telecom networks 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 3 
 b) 1, 3, 4 
 c) 2, 3, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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 Solution: d) 
 
These systems have greatly helped faculty members and students carry out major R&D activities, including 
developing platforms for genomics and drug discovery, studying urban environmental issues, establishing flood 
warning and prediction systems, and optimising telecom networks. 
 
Source 
 
7) Consider the following statements regarding Nanotechnology. 
 1. Nanotechnology is the understanding and control of matter at the nanoscale, at dimensions between 
approximately 1 and 1000 nanometers. 
 2. Stained-glass windows are an example of how nanotechnology was used in the pre-modern era. 
 3. Nanostructured materials can have different magnetic properties compared to other forms or sizes of 
the same material. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2 only 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Nanotechnology is the understanding and control of matter at the nanoscale, at dimensions between 
approximately 1 and 100 nanometers, where unique phenomena enable novel applications. 
 
Some nanostructured materials are stronger or have different magnetic properties compared to other forms or 
sizes of the same material. 
 
Although modern nanoscience and nanotechnology are relatively new, nanoscale materials have been used for 
centuries.  

 
 
Source  
 
8) Consider the following statements regarding the benefits of nanotechnology. 
 1. Nanoscale additives to fabrics can help them resist wrinkling, staining, and bacterial growth. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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 2. Nanoscale films on eyeglasses, computer and camera displays can make them water repellent and 
resistant to ultraviolet or infrared light. 
 3. Nanostructured ceramic coatings exhibit much greater toughness than conventional wear-resistant 
coatings for machine parts.  
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 

• Using nanotechnology, materials can effectively be made stronger, lighter, more durable, better electrical 
conductors, among many other traits.  

• Nanoscale additives to or surface treatments of fabrics can provide lightweight ballistic energy deflection in 
personal body armor, or can help them resist wrinkling, staining, and bacterial growth. 

• Clear nanoscale films on eyeglasses, computer and camera displays, windows, and other surfaces can make 
them water- and residue-repellent, antireflective, self-cleaning, resistant to ultraviolet or infrared light, 
antifog, antimicrobial, scratch-resistant, or electrically conductive. 

• Nanostructured ceramic coatings exhibit much greater toughness than conventional wear-resistant 
coatings for machine parts. Nanotechnology-enabled lubricants and engine oils also significantly reduce wear 
and tear, which can significantly extend the lifetimes of moving parts in everything from power tools to 
industrial machinery. 

• Nanoscale materials are also being incorporated into a variety of personal care products to improve 
performance. Nanoscale titanium dioxide and zinc oxide have been used for years in sunscreen to provide 
protection from the sun while appearing invisible on the skin.  

 
Source 
 
9) Consider the following statements regarding Rice bran oil, which has gained popularity in recent times. 
 1. Rice bran oil is the oil extracted after the rice is dried and heated at high temperature. 
 2. It is rich in Oryzanol, which is proven to reduce bad cholesterol and increase good cholesterol. 
 3. It is considered as a popular cooking oil in Asian countries. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2 only 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
It refers to the oil extracted from the extreme outer layer of rice called chaff. In recent times, it is being claimed 
as one of the healthiest cooking oils, because of its high smoke point of 232 °C (450 °F) and extreme mild flavour. 
These qualities make it apt for stir-frying and even deep-frying. 
 
Considered as a popular cooking oil in Asian countries, it has also been recommended by The American Heart 
Association and The World Health Organization (WHO), as a effective choice to keep cholesterol under control. 
 
It is rich in Oryzanol, which is proven to reduce bad cholesterol and increase good cholesterol. 
 
Rice bran oil has balanced fatty acid composition which includes saturated fatty acids, monounsaturated fats and 
polyunsaturated fats. This oil is rich in monounsaturated and polyunsaturated fats and is also free from trans-fats. 
 
Source 
 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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10) Consider the following statements regarding Energy produced from Nuclear Fusion. 
 1. Energy produced from Nuclear Fusion is similar to the way energy is produced in the Sun. 
 2. Nuclear fusion energy is low carbon, safer than how nuclear energy is produced at present. 
 3. A kilogram of fusion fuel contains about 100 million times as much energy as a kilogram of coal, oil or 
gas. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
Scientists in the United Kingdom said they have achieved a new milestone in producing nuclear fusion energy, or 
imitating the way energy is produced in the Sun. Energy by nuclear fusion is one of mankind’s long standing 
quests as it promises to be low carbon, safer than how nuclear energy is now produced and, with an efficiency 
that can technically exceed a 100%. 
 
A kg of fusion fuel contains about 10 million times as much energy as a kg of coal, oil or gas. 
 
Deuterium and tritium, which are isotopes of hydrogen, are heated to temperatures 10 times hotter than the 
centre of the sun to create plasma. This is held in place using superconductor electromagnets as it spins around, 
fuses and releases tremendous energy as heat. 
 
Source 
 
11) Consider the following statements regarding LiDAR. 
 1. LiDAR is a remote sensing method that uses light in the form of a pulsed laser to examine the surface of 
the Earth. 
 2. LiDAR can be used to create 3D elevation map of a particular land.   
 3. LiDAR can detect pollutant particles of carbon dioxide, Sulphur dioxide, and methane. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
Lidar, which stands for Light Detection and Ranging, is a remote sensing method that uses light in the form of a 
pulsed laser to measure ranges (variable distances) to the Earth. These light pulses—combined with other data 
recorded by the airborne system — generate precise, three-dimensional information about the shape of the Earth 
and its surface characteristics. 
LiDAR can be used to create 3D elevation map of a particular land.   
 
LiDAR wavelength is shorter. It operates in ultraviolet, visible region or near infrared. This helps to image the 
matter which is of the same size or larger than the wavelength. So LiDAR can detect pollutant particles of carbon 
dioxide, Sulphur dioxide, and methane. 
 
12) Consider the following statements regarding International Thermonuclear Experimental Reactor (ITER) 

project. 
 1. ITER is mega-project to demonstrate the scientific and technological feasibility of Nuclear fusion 
energy. 
 2. It will be the world's largest magnetic confinement plasma physics experiment. 
 3. It is built in China and India is a party to the ITER Project. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
ITER is an international nuclear fusion research and engineering megaproject aimed at replicating the fusion 
processes of the Sun to create energy on the Earth. 
 
It will be the world's largest magnetic confinement plasma physics experiment 
 
ITER mega-project supported by seven members – China, the European Union, India, Japan, South Korea, Russia 
and the USA – based in the south of France. 
 
Source 
 
13) Kessler syndrome is associated with 

a) Meteor shower  
b) Space junk  
c) Gravitational lensing 
d) Black Holes 
 
Solution: b) 

 
The Kessler Syndrome is a phenomenon in which the amount of junk in orbit around Earth reaches a point where 
it just creates more and more space debris, causing big problems for satellites, astronauts and mission planners.  
 
14) Which of the following are the applications of Earth Observation Satellites? 
 1. Urban planning 
 2. Mineral prospecting 
 3. Ocean resources management 
 4. Disaster management. 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 3 
 b) 1, 3, 4 
 c) 2, 3, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
Earth Observation Satellites: The data from these satellites are used for several applications covering 
agriculture, water resources, urban planning, rural development, mineral prospecting, environment, forestry, 
ocean resources and disaster management. 
 
15) Consider the following statements. 
 1. Vitamin D works more as a hormone and is key to maintaining metabolic functions and immune 
system. 

2. The glucose absorbed from the food is converted into glycogen and stored in the skeletal muscle to 
produce energy after the food consumed is digested. 
 3. In the absence of vitamin D, the skeletal muscle is starved of energy, decreasing muscle mass. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/science/scientists-in-britain-smash-fusion-energy-record/article38403008.ece


INSTA CURRENT AFFAIRS QUIZ 

www.insightsonindia.com                           21                                                                                InsightsIAS 

 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
Skeletal muscles normally brim with energy, yet they starve in the absence of Vitamin D, says recent research. 
This research demonstrates that glycogen stored in the skeletal muscles is not converted into a usable form of 
energy without Vitamin D. 
 
Usually, the glucose absorbed from the food is converted into glycogen and stored in the skeletal muscle. This 
stored energy reserve is used by muscles to produce energy after the food consumed is digested. However, in 
the absence of vitamin D, the skeletal muscle is starved of energy, decreasing muscle mass. 
 
We are becoming aware that vitamin D works more as a hormone than and is involved in a host of biochemical 
reactions. It is key to maintaining metabolic functions, immune system. 
 
Source 
 
16) Consider the following statements regarding Indian Space Programme 
 1. Aryabhata was first Indian satellite and it carried scientific experiments to investigate X-ray astronomy 
and solar neutrons. 
 2. Mars Orbiter Mission was ISRO’s first interplanetary mission. 
 3. Chandrayaan-1 was India's first mission to Moon. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
The first Indian satellite, Aryabhata, launched in 1975, carried scientific experiments to investigate X-ray 
astronomy, solar neutrons and supra-thermal electron density. 
 
Mars Orbiter Mission is ISRO’s first interplanetary mission to planet Mars with an orbiter craft designed to orbit 
Mars in an elliptical orbit. 
 
Chandrayaan-1, India's first mission to Moon, was launched successfully on October 22, 2008. 
 
17) Consider the following statements regarding Vitamin D deficiency. 
 1. Vitamin D deficiency is often associated with rickets. 
 2. In rickets, the bone tissue does not correctly mineralise calcium and phosphorus, leading to softening 
of bones resulting in skeletal deformities. 
 3. Vitamin D plays a crucial role in depression, mood swings, anxiety and sleep quality. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
Vitamin D deficiency is often associated with rickets. In rickets, the bone tissue does not correctly mineralise 
calcium and phosphorus, leading to softening of bones resulting in skeletal deformities. 
 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/science/muscles-starve-in-the-absence-of-vitamin-d-study-of-mice-finds/article38275243.ece#:~:text=Skeletal%20muscles%20normally%20brim%20with,of%20energy%20without%20Vitamin%20D.


INSTA CURRENT AFFAIRS QUIZ 

www.insightsonindia.com                           22                                                                                InsightsIAS 

It plays a crucial role in depression, mood swings, anxiety and sleep quality. 
 
Source 
 
18) Consider the following statements. 
 1. The altitude of a satellite is directly proportional to the area of earth that it covers.  
 2. While GEO (geostationary equatorial orbit) and MEO (medium earth orbit) satellites are positioned at 
an altitude of 36,000 km, LEO (low earth orbit) satellites are positioned at altitudes of 500-1,200 km. 
 3. While GEO satellites can cover the whole earth with only three satellites, hundreds of LEO satellites are 
needed to provide coverage to a larger area. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
While GEO satellites are positioned at an altitude of 36,000 km, MEO and LEO are lower at altitudes of 5,000-
20,000km and 500-1,200 km, respectively. The altitude of the satellite is directly proportional to the area of 
earth that it covers. Therefore, the higher a satellite is positioned, the larger an area it covers. 
 
GEO and LEO satellites are considered to be the two extremes in satellite communications. While GEO satellites 
provide a larger coverage and therefore only three satellites can cover the whole earth, hundreds of LEO satellites 
are needed to provide coverage to a larger area. LEO satellites are smaller and are cheaper to launch than GEOs 
or MEOs.  
 
Source 
 
19) Consider the following statements. 
 1. As part of the normal metabolic process, proteins produced in the human body degrade, and in due 
course, new proteins are made to replace them. 
 2. When the protein degradation exceeds protein synthesis, a decrease in muscle mass occurs. 
 3. Typically, the protein synthesis is high when the digestion is completed. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
As part of the normal metabolic process, proteins produced in our body degrade, and in due course, new proteins 
are made to replace them. Usually, when the protein degradation exceeds protein synthesis, skeletal muscle 
atrophy or simply a decrease in muscle mass occurs. 
 
Typically, the protein synthesis is high when the digestion of the food is taking place and is slower during the 
post-absorptive state when the digestion is completed. 
 
Source 
 
20) Collision of black holes generate which of these?  

a) Neutrino waves  
b) Cosmic waves 
c) Gravitational waves  
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d) Electromagnetic waves  
 
Solution: c)  

 
Gravitational waves are 'ripples' in space-time caused by some of the most violent and energetic processes in the 
Universe. The strongest gravitational waves are produced by cataclysmic events such as colliding black holes, 
supernovae (massive stars exploding at the end of their lifetimes), and colliding neutron stars. 
 
21) Consider the following statements regarding Artificial insemination and In Vitro Fertilization. 
 1. Artificial insemination technique consists of retrieving a woman’s eggs to be fertilized in the laboratory. 

2. In Vitro Fertilization technique introduces previously selected semen into the woman’s uterus that has 
been prepared by stimulating ovulation. 
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: c) 
 

 

 
 
22) Consider the following statements regarding Stem cells. 
 1. Stem cells are unspecialized cells capable of renewing themselves through cell division. 
 2. When a stem cell divides, each new cell has the potential either to remain a stem cell or become 
another type of cell with a more specialized function. 
 3. Induced pluripotent stem cells (iPSCs) are adult cells that have been genetically reprogrammed to an 
embryonic stem cell–like state. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
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 Solution: d) 
 
Induced pluripotent stem cells (iPSCs) are adult cells that have been genetically reprogrammed to an embryonic 
stem cell–like state by being forced to express genes and factors important for maintaining the defining 
properties of embryonic stem cells. 
 
Stem cells have the remarkable potential to develop into many different cell types in the body during early life 
and growth. In addition, in many tissues they serve as a sort of internal repair system, dividing essentially without 
limit to replenish other cells as long as the person or animal is still alive. When a stem cell divides, each new cell 
has the potential either to remain a stem cell or become another type of cell with a more specialized function, 
such as a muscle cell, a red blood cell, or a brain cell. 
  
Stem cells are distinguished from other cell types by two important characteristics: 

1. First, they are unspecialized cells capable of renewing themselves through cell division, sometimes after 
long periods of inactivity. 

2. Second, under certain physiologic or experimental conditions, they can be induced to become tissue- or 
organ-specific cells with special functions. In some organs, such as the gut and bone marrow, stem cells 
regularly divide to repair and replace worn out or damaged tissues.  

 
23) Consider the following statements. 
 1. In the Fusion process, the nucleus of a heavier atom is split into those of lighter elements in a 
controlled manner. 
 2. Much more energy is released in the fusion process than in fission.  
 3. All current nuclear reactors are based on the fission process. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 2 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 2, 3 
 d) 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
All current nuclear reactors are based on the fission process, in which the nucleus of a heavier atom is split into 
those of lighter elements in a controlled manner. This process is accompanied with the release of large amounts 
of energy. Fusion is the opposite process, in which nuclei of relatively lighter atoms, typically those of hydrogen, 
are fused to make the nucleus of a heavier atom. 
 
Much more energy is released in the fusion process than in fission. The fusion of atoms of two heavier isotopes 
of hydrogen — deuterium and tritium — for example, to form a helium nucleus produces four times as much 
energy as is released during the fission of a uranium atom, the kind of which we see in our nuclear reactors. 
 
Source 
 
24) Consider the following statements.  

1. The process of copying genetic information from one strand of the DNA into RNA is termed as 
transcription. 

 2. Bacteria contain only mRNA (messenger RNA) and do not have any tRNA (transfer RNA). 
 3. RNAs are not needed to synthesise a protein in a cell. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: a) 
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The process of copying genetic information from one strand of the DNA into RNA is termed as transcription. 

 
In bacteria, there are three major types of RNAs: mRNA (messenger RNA), tRNA (transfer RNA), and rRNA 
(ribosomal RNA). All three RNAs are needed to synthesise a protein in a cell. The mRNA provides the template, 
tRNA brings aminoacids and reads the genetic code, and rRNAs play structural and catalytic role during 
translation. There is single DNA-dependent RNA polymerase that catalyses transcription of all types of RNA in 
bacteria. RNA polymerase binds to promoter and initiates transcription (Initiation). 
 
25) Consider the following statements. 
 1. Fusion reaction is possible only at the kind of temperature that exists at the core of the Sun and the 
stars. 
 2. The fusion reaction produces almost no carbon emissions and produces much less radioactive waste 
compared to fission. 
 3. The only disadvantage for fusion reaction is that the raw materials are not sufficiently available. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
Fusion is possible only at very high temperatures, of the order of a few hundred million degrees Celsius, the kind 
of temperature that exists at the core of the Sun and the stars. Recreating such extreme temperatures is no easy 
task. The materials that will make up the reactor, too, need to be able to withstand such huge amounts of heat. 
There are several other complications. At such high temperatures, matter exists only in the plasma state, where 
atoms break up into positive and negative ions due to excessive heat. Plasma, which has a tendency to expand 
very fast, is extremely difficult to handle and work with. 
 
But the benefits of fusion reaction are immense. Apart from generating much more energy, fusion produces no 
carbon emissions, the raw materials are in sufficient supply, produces much less radioactive waste compared to 
fission, and is considered much safer. 
 
Source 
 
26) Consider the following statements regarding Doomsday Clock. 
 1. The Doomsday Clock is a symbol that represents the likelihood of a man-made global catastrophe. 
 2. It points to the continuing and dangerous threats posed by nuclear weapons, climate change, 
disruptive technologies and Covid-19. 
 3. In January 2022, it was announced that the Doomsday Clock was reset to 100 seconds before midnight, 
where the midnight on the clock symbolizes the end of the world. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
The influential Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists (BAS) retained its “Doomsday Clock” at 100 seconds to midnight, 
pointing to the continuing and dangerous threats posed by nuclear weapons, climate change, disruptive 
technologies and Covid-19. 
 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/11-mw-in-5-sec-breakthrough-in-nuclear-fusion-and-why-it-is-significant-7768471/


INSTA CURRENT AFFAIRS QUIZ 

www.insightsonindia.com                           26                                                                                InsightsIAS 

The clock's setting has been left unchanged in both 2021 and 2022. Since 2010, the clock has been moved 
forward over four minutes, and has changed by five minutes and twenty seconds since 1947. 
 
Source 
 
27) Which of the following are applications of CRISPR technology? 
 1. Diseases and disorders including some forms of cancer caused by an undesired genetic mutation can be 
fixed. 
 2. Genetic sequences of disease-causing organisms can be altered to make them ineffective. 
 3. Genes of plants can be edited to make them withstand pests. 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
The CRISPR (Clustered Regularly Interspaced Short Palindromic Repeats) technology for gene-editing has been 
triggering tremendous excitement ever since it was developed in the year 2012, both for the promise that it holds 
in improving the quality of life, and the dangers of its misuse.  
 
In essence, the technology works in a simple way — it locates the specific area in the genetic sequence which has 
been diagnosed to be the cause of the problem, cuts it out, and replaces it with a new and correct sequence that 
no longer causes the problem. 
The technology replicates a natural defense mechanism in some bacteria that uses a similar method to protect 
itself from virus attacks. 
 
Because the entire process is programmable, it has a remarkable efficiency, and has already brought almost 
miraculous results. There are a whole lot of diseases and disorders, including some forms of cancer, that are 
caused by an undesired genetic mutation. These can all be fixed with this technology. There are vast applications 
elsewhere as well. Genetic sequences of disease-causing organisms can be altered to make them ineffective. 
Genes of plants can be edited to make them withstand pests, or improve their tolerance to drought or 
temperature. 
 
28) Consider the following statements regarding DNA and RNA. 
 1. A nucleic acid containing deoxyribose is called DNA while that containing ribose is called RNA. 
 2. Both DNA and RNA contain Adenine, Guanine, Thymine and Cytosine.  
 3. The structure of DNA is a double strand [helix] whereas RNA is a single strand molecule. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
• Nucleic acids are responsible for the transfer of characters from parents to off springs. There are two types of 

nucleic acids — DNA and RNA. 
• A nucleic acid containing deoxyribose is called deoxyribonucleic acid (DNA) while that which contains 

ribose is called ribonucleic acid (RNA). 
• Both DNA and RNA contain Adenine, Guanine and Cytosine. The fourth base is Thymine in DNA and Uracil 

in RNA. 
• The structure of DNA is a double strand [helix] whereas RNA is a single strand molecule. 
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29) The “Wolbachia method” sometimes seen in news is regarding the control of    
a) Dengue  
b) Plague 
c) Covid-19 
d) Tuberculosis  
 
Solution: a)  

 
A study suggests that the “Wolbachia method” could be used to significantly reduce the incidence of dengue 
fever, a mosquito-borne disease, in populations where the illness is endemic. 
 
Scientists have tested this method in a 27-month trial in Yogyakarta, Indonesia. 
They found that using the Wolbachia method reduced the occurrence of dengue in the treated population by 
77%. 
 
How it works? 
This method involves introducing Wolbachia, a type of bacteria, into populations of Aedes aegypti, the mosquito 
species responsible for spreading dengue. 
When the Wolbachia-infected mosquitoes breed with their wild counterparts, the percentage of mosquitoes 
carrying the bacterium grows. 
It is not fully understood why the Wolbachia bacterium interferes with the transmission of dengue. One theory is 
that the bacterium prevents dengue viruses from replicating in mosquito cells. 
 
30) Which of the following communicable diseases are mainly transmitted through air? 
 1. Measles 
 2. Polio 
 3. Cholera  
 4. Tuberculosis 
Select the correct answer code: 
  a) 1, 2, 3 
 b) 1, 2, 4 
 c) 1, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Measles is a highly contagious virus that lives in the nose and throat mucus of an infected person. It can spread to 
others through coughing and sneezing. If other people breathe the contaminated air or touch the infected 
surface, then touch their eyes, noses, or mouths, they can become infected. 
 
Cholera is spread mostly by unsafe water and unsafe food that has been contaminated with human 
feces containing the bacteria. 
 
Poliovirus is usually spread from person to person through infected fecal matter entering the mouth. It may also 
be spread by food or water containing human feces and less commonly from infected saliva. 
 
TB bacteria are spread through the air from one person to another. The TB bacteria are put into the air when a 
person with TB disease of the lungs or throat coughs. 
 
31) Earth-observation satellites are mainly used for which of the following purposes? 
 1. Mapping of resources like water and fishes 
 2. Soil assessment 
 3. Meteorology 
 4. Cartography 
 5. Geospatial contour mapping 
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Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 3 
 b) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 c) 1, 2, 5 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
What are earth-observation satellites used for? 

• Land and forest mapping and monitoring, mapping of resources like water or minerals or fishes, weather 
and climate observations, soil assessment, geospatial contour mapping are all done through earth-
observation satellites. 

• They are intended for non-military uses such 
as environmental monitoring, meteorology, cartography and others. 

 
32) Consider the following statements regarding Trans fats. 
 1. All natural fats and oils are a combination of monounsaturated, polyunsaturated and saturated fatty 
acids.  
 2. Trans fatty acids are formed during industrial partial hydrogenation of vegetable oil. 
 3. High intake of Trans fats reduces low density lipoproteins (LDL) and insulin levels. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
All natural fats and oils are a combination of monounsaturated, polyunsaturated and saturated fatty acids.  
Trans fatty acids are formed during industrial partial hydrogenation of vegetable oil, a process widely 
commercialized to produce solid fats.  
 
Trans fat increases low density lipoproteins (LDL), triglycerides and insulin levels and reduces beneficial high 
density lipoproteins (HDL). 
 
Source 
 
33) Consider the following statements regarding Diphtheria. 
 1. Diphtheria is a disease that is common amongst children in India that is caused by a bacterium. 
 2. It only affects the respiratory system.   
 3. Vaccination for Diphtheria is covered under Universal Immunisation Programme (UIP). 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2, 3 
 c) 3 only 
 d) 1, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
Diphtheria is caused by a bacterium now known as Corynebacterium diphtheriae. The disease would start out as 
an infection of the respiratory tract and the bacterium would secrete a toxin that injured and then destroyed 
cells. A thick grey substance, from the cellular waste secreted from battling the bacterium, would envelop the 
pharynx and stick to the tissues and obstruct breathing. The effects of this could travel as far the heart and 
kidneys. 
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Universal Immunisation Programme (UIP) is a vaccination programme launched by the Government of India in 
1985. The programme now consists of vaccination for 12 diseases- tuberculosis, diphtheria, pertussis (whooping 
cough), tetanus, poliomyelitis, measles, hepatitis B, diarrhoea, Japanese 
encephalitis, rubella, pneumonia (haemophilus influenzae type B) and Pneumococcal diseases (pneumococcal 
pneumonia and meningitis). 
 
34) Consider the following statements regarding International Space Station (ISS). 
 1. The International Space Station which is a partnership of five countries, is the only operational space 
laboratory as of now, orbiting the earth in a trajectory about 400 km above the land surface.  
 2. The ISS is not always manned continuously. 
 3. The ISS is used for carrying out a variety of zero-gravity experiments, space exploratory studies, and 
technology development. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 3 
 b) 2, 3  
 c) 3 only 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
The International Space Station is the only operational space laboratory as of now, orbiting the earth in a 
trajectory that is about 400 km above the land surface. It is operated by more than 15 partner countries. Apart 
from Russia and the United States, Canada, Japan and several members of the European Space Agency are 
partners in the ISS. 
 
The ISS has been manned continuously since the start of operations in 1998. At any given time, there is a crew of 
six astronauts on board. 
 
According to NASA, 240 individuals from 19 countries have so far been to the ISS. The facility is used for carrying 
out a variety of zero-gravity experiments, space exploratory studies, and technology development. 
 
35) Consider the following statements regarding Brucellosis. 
 1. Brucellosis is a zoonotic infection caused by the virus of the genus Brucella. 
 2. The infection can spread from animals to humans, most commonly through the consumption of raw or 
unpasteurized dairy products. 
 3. Brucellosis can also spread through air. 
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 

a) 1 only 
b) 1, 2  
c) 1, 3 
d) 2, 3 
 
Solution: a) 

 
• Brucellosis is a zoonotic infection caused by the bacteria of the genus Brucella.  
• The bacterial infection can spread from animals to humans, most commonly through the consumption of 

raw or unpasteurized dairy products. 
• Animals that are most commonly infected include sheep, cattle, goats, pigs, and dogs, among others. 
• Sometimes, the bacteria that cause brucellosis can spread through the air or through direct contact with 

infected animals. 
 
36) Reverse Osmosis Systems can remove  
 1. Metal ions 
 2. Aqueous salts 
 3. Lead 
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 4. Bacteria 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 3 
 b) 1, 3, 4 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
Reverse osmosis can remove many types of dissolved and suspended chemical species as well as biological ones 
(principally bacteria) from water. 
Reverse Osmosis Systems will remove common chemical contaminants (metal ions, aqueous salts), including 
sodium, chloride, copper, chromium, and lead; may reduce arsenic, fluoride, radium, sulfate, calcium, 
magnesium, potassium, nitrate, and phosphorous. 
 
 

 
5. International Relations and Organisations 

 
1) Faith for rights (F4R) movement, sometimes seen in news is associated with 

a) Oxfam International 
 b) United Nations 
 c) World Economic Forum (WEF)  

d) Association for Democratic Reforms (ADR) 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
Faith for Rights, a UN-led movement which campaigns against incitement to national, racial or religious hatred, 
and exposes legislative patterns, judicial practices and government policies that undercut peaceful coexistence of 
different faiths. 
 
2) Consider the following statements regarding International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR). 

1. International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) is a multilateral treaty adopted by the 
United Nations General Assembly. 
2. The ICCPR is part of Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR).  
3. The covenant commits its parties to respect the civil and political rights of individuals including rights to 
due process and a fair trial. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1, 2 
b) 2, 3 
c) 1, 3 
d) 1, 2, 3 
 
Solution: d) 
 

The International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) is a multilateral treaty adopted by the United 
Nations General Assembly. The covenant commits its parties to respect the civil and political rights of individuals, 
including the right to life, freedom of religion, freedom of speech, freedom of assembly, electoral rights and rights 
to due process and a fair trial. 
• The ICCPR is part of the International Bill of Human Rights, along with the International Covenant 
on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR) and the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights (UDHR). 
• The ICCPR is monitored by the United Nations Human Rights Committee. 
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3) Consider the following statements regarding Indian Computer Emergency Response Team (CERT-In). 
 1. CERT-In is an office within the Ministry of Defence. 
 2. It collects, analyse and disseminate information on cyber incidents. 
 3. It strengthens security-related defence of the Indian Internet domain. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
The Indian Computer Emergency Response Team (CERT-In) is an office within the Ministry of Electronics and 
Information Technology of the Government of India. It is the nodal agency to deal with cyber security threats 
like hacking and phishing. It strengthens security-related defence of the Indian Internet domain. 
 

 
 
4) Consider the following statements regarding Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces Treaty (INF Treaty). 
 1. It was an arms control treaty between the United States and the Soviet Union. 
 2. The treaty banned all ballistic missiles, cruise missiles, air- or sea-launched missiles. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
INF Treaty was an arms control treaty between the United States and the Soviet Union (and its successor state, 
the Russian Federation).  
 
The INF Treaty banned all of the two nations' land-based ballistic missiles, cruise missiles, and missile launchers 
with ranges of 500–1,000 kilometers (short medium-range) and 1,000–5,500 km (intermediate-range). The treaty 
did not apply to air- or sea-launched missiles. 
 
The US formally suspended the treaty on 1 February 2019, and Russia did so on the following day in response. The 
United States claim for the withdrawal was to counter a Chinese arms buildup in the Pacific, including within 
the South China Sea, as China was not a signatory to the treaty. 
 
5) Which of the following countries are not members of both BIMSTEC and SAARC? 
 1. Maldives 
 2. Bhutan 
 3. Myanmar 
 4. Sri Lanka 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 3, 4 
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 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3, 4 
 d) 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
The BIMSTEC member states – Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Myanmar, Nepal, Sri Lanka, and Thailand. 
 
SAARC member states are Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, the Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka. 
 
6) Consider the following statements regarding North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO). 
 1. NATO membership is open to any country that is willing to accept the terms of the military alliance. 
 2. The Membership Action Plan (MAP) of NATO is a military code that prohibits attack on member 
countries by any of the NATO members.  
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
NATO membership is open to “any other European state in a position to further the principles of this Treaty 
and to contribute to the security of the North Atlantic area.” 
 
The Membership Action Plan (MAP) is a NATO programme of advice, assistance and practical support tailored to 
the individual needs of countries wishing to join the Alliance. 
 
7) Consider the following statements. 
 1. India has announced the diplomatic boycott of Olympic games more than once. 
 2. When a country announces diplomatic boycott of Olympic games, it means it will not send its sports 
team to participate in the Olympic games. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
Terming China’s decision to field a People’s Liberation Army soldier involved in the June 2020 Galwan clashes as 
the torchbearer for the Winter Olympics Games in Beijing as “regrettable”, India announced a diplomatic boycott 
of the games.  
 
New Delhi’s announcement of its first ever political boycott of Olympic games. 
India had earlier expressed support for the Beijing Olympics, even as more than a dozen countries, led by the 
United States, had announced a boycott of the games. 
 
Boycotting (Sending sports team but no diplomats or political representatives). 
 
Source 
 
8) Countries that are included in the FATF Grey list may face which of the following? 

1. Problem in getting loans from other countries. 
 2. International boycott. 
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3. Economic sanctions from World Bank 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
Grey List: Countries that are considered safe haven for supporting terror funding and money laundering are put in 
the FATF grey list. This inclusion serves as a warning to the country that it may enter the blacklist. 
Considered in the grey list may face: 

• Economic sanctions from IMF, World Bank, ADB. 

• Problem in getting loans from IMF, World Bank, ADB and other countries. 

• Reduction in international trade. 

• International boycott. 
 
9) Consider the following statements regarding United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS). 
 1. UNCLOS is a UN specialised agency that defines the rights and responsibilities of nations with respect to 
their use of the world's oceans and the management of marine natural resources. 
 2. International Seabed Authority (ISA) was established to control all mineral-related activities in the 
international seabed area beyond the limits of national jurisdiction. 
 3. International Seabed Authority (ISA) and International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea (ITLOS) were 
established by the UNCLOS. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2, 3 
 c) 2 only 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
The United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) defines the rights and responsibilities of nations 
with respect to their use of the world's oceans, establishing guidelines for businesses, the environment, and the 
management of marine natural resources.  
 
International Seabed Authority (ISA) was established to organize, regulate and control all mineral-related 
activities in the international seabed area beyond the limits of national jurisdiction (referred to as "the Area"), 
an area underlying most of the world's oceans. It is an organization established by the United Nations Convention 
on the Law of the Sea. 
 
The International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea (ITLOS) is an intergovernmental organization created by the 
mandate of the Third United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea. It was established by the United Nations 
Convention on the Law of the Sea. 
 
10) Summit for Democracy, recently seen in news was hosted by 
 a) Japan 
 b) European Union 
 c) United States 
 d) Taiwan 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
The U.S. hosted hundreds of world leaders, civil society representatives and rights activists at a virtual Summit for 
Democracy. Prime Minister Narendra Modi represented India, among 112 countries invited. 
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Source 
 
11) Consider the following statements. 
 1. Refugees are persons who are outside their country of origin and unable to return owing to the fear of 
persecution for reasons of religion or nationality. 
 2. India is not a signatory to the 1951 UN Convention relating to the Status of Refugees nor does India 
have a refugee policy. 
 3. After Independence India has not allowed any refugees into the country. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
Under the 1951 UN Convention on the Status of Refugees and the subsequent 1967 Protocol, the word refugee 
pertains to any person who is outside their country of origin and unable or unwilling to return owing to well-
founded fear of persecution for reasons of race, religion, nationality, membership of a particular social group or 
political opinion.  
 
India has welcomed refugees in the past, and nearly 300,000 people here are categorised as refugees. But India 
is not a signatory to the 1951 UN Convention or the 1967 Protocol. Nor does India have a refugee policy or a 
refugee law of its own. 
 
12) Consider the following statements. 
 1. A foreign national who enters India on valid travel documents and stays beyond their validity can be 
considered as an illegal immigrant. 
 2. Only the Union Government has the power to identify and deport foreign nationals who are in India 
illegally. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
In 2011, the Centre circulated to all states and Union Territories a Standard Operating Procedure to deal with 
foreign nationals who claimed to be refugees. 
An illegal immigrant can be a foreign national who enters India on valid travel documents and stays beyond 
their validity, or a foreign national who enters without valid travel documents. 
 
Section 3(2)(c) of the Foreigners Act, 1946 gives the Centre the right to deport a foreign national. The power to 
identify and deport foreign nationals who are in India illegally has been delegated to the states, Union 
Territories and the Home Ministry’s Bureau of Immigration. 
 
13) First India- Central Asia Summit was recently hosted by Prime Minister Narendra Modi. The Central Asia is 

important for the success of  
 a) International North–South Transport Corridor (INSTC) 
 b) Ashgabat agreement 
 c) Both a and b 
 d) Neither a nor b 
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 Solution: c) 
 
The International North–South Transport Corridor (INSTC) is a 7,200-km-long multi-mode network of ship, rail, 
and road route for moving freight between India, Iran, Afghanistan, Azerbaijan, Russia, Central Asia and Europe. 
 
The Ashgabat agreement is a multimodal transport agreement between the governments 
of Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan, Iran, India, Pakistan, and Oman for creating an international transport 
and transit corridor facilitating transportation of goods between Central Asia and the Persian Gulf. 
 
14) Consider the following statements. 
 1. The United Nations Security Council is charged with maintaining international peace and security. 
 2. The United Nations General Assembly resolutions carry political weight but are not legally binding. 
 3. The permanent members of the Security Council have veto power in the General Assembly. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
Russia is one of five permanent, veto-wielding powers on the council along with the United States, France, Britain 
and China. The Security Council is charged with maintaining international peace and security. 
 
General Assembly resolutions carry political weight but are not legally binding. Unlike the Security Council, no 
country has veto power in the General Assembly. 
 
Source 
 
15) Consider the following statements. 
 1. G20 is a major international grouping with its members accounting for more than 80% of global GDP. 
 2. India was not a member of the G20 during its inception, but joined later. 
 3. Till now India has never hosted the G20 Leaders’ Summit. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 3 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1 only 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
G20 is a major international grouping that brings together 19 of the world’s major economies and the European 
Union, with its members accounting for more than 80% of global GDP, 75% of global trade and 60% of global 
population. 
 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi has been leading India’s representation at G20 Summits since 2014. 
 
India has been a member of the G20 since its inception in 1999. India will be holding the G20 Presidency from 1 
December 2022 and will convene the G20 Leaders’ Summit in 2023 for the first time. 
 
Source 
 
16) Consider the following statements regarding Swift (Society for Worldwide Interbank Financial 

Telecommunications) messaging system. 
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 1. It is a messaging network that financial institutions use to securely transmit information and 
instructions through a standardized system of codes.  
 2. SWIFT facilitate funds transfer and sends payment orders. 
 3. SWIFT India is a consortium of all Indian public sector banks. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
It is a messaging network that financial institutions use to securely transmit information and instructions 
through a standardized system of codes. Under SWIFT, each financial organization has a unique code which is 
used to send and receive payments. 

• SWIFT does not facilitate funds transfer: rather, it sends payment orders, which must be settled by 
correspondent accounts that the institutions have with each other. 

• The SWIFT is a secure financial message carrier — in other words, it transports messages from one bank 
to its intended bank recipient. It acts as the Gmail of global banking services. 

It was founded in 1973 to end reliance on the telex system, an international system used especially in the past for 
sending written messages. 
It is a member-owned cooperative, based in Brussels. 
 
SWIFT doesn’t hold deposits. It’s overseen by the National Bank of Belgium and representatives from the U.S. 
Federal Reserve System, the Bank of England, the European Central Bank, the Bank of Japan, and other major 
central banks. 
 
SWIFT India is a joint venture of top Indian public and private sector banks and SWIFT (Society for Worldwide 
Interbank Financial Telecommunication). The company was created to deliver high quality domestic financial 
messaging services to the Indian financial community.  
 
Source 
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6. Polity 
 
1) Consider the following statements. 
 1. All power in a democracy ultimately belongs to the country’s people.  
 2. Finance Commission (FC) is a constitutionally mandated body that balances revenue power with 
expenditure responsibilities. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
All power in a democracy ultimately belongs to the country’s people. In India, one constitutionally mandated 
body that is designed to deliver on this promise, in a manner that balances revenue power with expenditure 
responsibilities, is the Finance Commission (FC). 
 
2) Consider the following statements. 
 1. All Government bills automatically go to Parliamentary committees for examination.  
 2. Any member of the Parliament can oppose the introduction of a bill by stating that it initiates 
legislation outside the legislative competence of the Parliament. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
Any member of the Parliament can oppose the introduction of a bill by stating that it initiates legislation 
outside the legislative competence of the Parliament.  
 
The real opportunity for probing a bill’s constitutionality arises when a parliamentary committee is examining it.  
 
Government bills do not automatically go to committees for examination. Ministers get an option to refer their 
bill to a select committee. 
 
3) Consider the following statements. 
 1. All India Service (AIS) officers are recruited by the Union Public Service Commission (UPSC) and their 
services are placed under various State Cadres. 
 2. It is incumbent upon the members of All India Services to serve both under the State and the Centre. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
AIS officers are recruited by the Union Government and their services are placed under various State Cadres, 
and it is incumbent upon the members of service to serve both under the State and the Centre. 
 
Source 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/fall-in-deputations-to-centre-in-2021/article38299178.ece


INSTA CURRENT AFFAIRS QUIZ 

www.insightsonindia.com                           38                                                                                InsightsIAS 

 
4) The Protection of language, script and culture of minorities is provided under which of the following rights? 

a) Right to freedom 
b) Right to freedom of religion 
c) Cultural and educational rights 
d) Right against exploitation 
 
Solution: c) 

 
Cultural and educational rights (Articles 29–30) 
 
(a) Protection of language, script and culture of minorities (Article 29). 
 
5) Consider the following statements regarding National Commission for Women (NCW). 

1. It has all the powers of a High court.  
2. It can attend to cases of harassment of women and order appropriate punishments. 
3. It can review the Constitutional and Legal safeguards for women.  
4. It facilitates redressal of grievances and advise the Government on all policy matters affecting women.  

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1, 3, 4  
b) 2, 3, 4 
c) 3, 4 
d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
Solution: c)  

 
The National Commission for Women was set up as statutory body in January 1992 under the National 
Commission for Women Act, 1990 to: 

• review the Constitutional and Legal safeguards for women; 

• recommend remedial legislative measures; 

• facilitate redressal of grievances and advise the Government on all policy matters affecting women.  
It is an advisory body, not a court. It can attend to grievances but only recommend action, and not order 
punishments.  
 
6) Consider the following statements regarding None Of The Above (NOTA) provision in EVMs in India. 
 1. It was introduced according to the directions of Supreme Court. 
 2. The right to say “none of the above” constituted a basic right of the voters. 
 3. ‘NOTA’ option enable the electors to exercise their right to reject without violation of the secrecy of 
their decision. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
In 2013, the Supreme Court, in a landmark verdict, introduced ‘None of the Above’ or NOTA to allow voters to 
cast a “negative vote” to reject all candidates as unworthy. 
The court held that the right to vote as well as the right to say “none of the above” constituted a basic right of 
the voters, and said the option would foster “purity” and “vibrancy” in elections.  
 
The main objective of the ‘NOTA’ option is to enable electors who do not wish to vote for any of the candidates 
to exercise their right to reject without violation of the secrecy of their decision. The voter must be eligible to 
register a vote of rejection if they feel that the contesting candidates do not deserve to be voted for. The Right to 
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vote granted to all citizens must allow the vote of disapproval. 
 
This symbol appears in the last panel on all Electronic Voting Machines (EVMs). 
 
7) Consider the following statements regarding the questions posed by members in the Lok sabha during the 

Question Hour. 
 1. Generally, the first hour of a sitting of Lok Sabha is devoted to the Questions and this hour is called the 
Question Hour. 

2. According to Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business in Lok Sabha, Starred questions are to be 
replied orally in the House only by the Cabinet Ministers. 
 3. In Starred questions, members can also ask supplementary questions.  
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Generally, the first hour of a sitting of Lok Sabha is devoted to the Questions and this hour is called the Question 
Hour.  
 
Starred questions are to be replied orally in the House by the Ministers concerned, and members can also ask 
supplementary questions. Though there is no stated rule that the answers are to be provided only by Cabinet 
Ministers, the convention is that starred questions are usually answered by senior Ministers. 
 
Source 
 
8) Which of the following bodies is the designated authority to examine and act upon purported malpractices in 

local body elections?   
a) The Election Commission of India (ECI)   
b) Zila Parishad 
d) District Planning Committee (DPC) 
d) State Election Commission  
 
Solution:  d) 
 

Article 324 of the Indian Constitution provides for an independent Election Commission for the ‘superintendence, 
direction and control of the electoral roll and the conduct of elections’ in India. These words in the Constitution 
are very important, for they give the Election Commission a decisive role in virtually everything to do with 
elections. 
But, the Election Commission is NOT responsible for the conduct of local body elections.  
The State Election Commissioners work independently of the Election Commission of India and each has its 
own sphere of operation. 
Only the State Election Commission may take necessary actions for the successful conduct of these elections.  
 
9) Consider the following statements. 

1. Access to justice for the weaker sections of the society is a constitutional mandate to ensure fair 
treatment under Indian legal system.  

 2. Legal Services Authorities Act, 1987, was enacted by Parliament to organise Lok Adalats outside the 
formal adjudicatory system, to address the problems of crowded cases. 

 3. Equal justice and free legal aid is one of the Directive Principles of State Policy (DPSP) under the Indian 
Constitution. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
Access to justice for the poor is a constitutional mandate to ensure fair treatment under our legal system. 
Hence, Lok Adalats (literally, ‘People’s Court’) were established to make justice accessible and affordable to all. It 
was a forum to address the problems of crowded case dockets outside the formal adjudicatory system. 
 
The Constitution (42nd Amendment) Act, 1976, inserted Article 39A to ensure “equal justice and free legal aid”. 
To this end, the Legal Services Authorities Act, 1987, was enacted by Parliament and it came into force in 1995 “to 
provide free and competent legal services to weaker sections of the society” and to “organise Lok Adalats to 
secure that the operation of the legal system promotes justice on a basis of equal opportunity”. 
 
10) Consider the following statements. 
 1. Article 44 of the Constitution says the state shall endeavour by suitable legislation to secure for citizens 
a uniform civil code throughout the territory of India.  
 2. The duty of the court is far greater in other directive principles than in Article 44.  
 3. The definition of ‘State’, under Article 12, also includes local or other authorities within the territory of 
India or under the control of the Government of India. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 2 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Article 44 of the Constitution says the state shall endeavour to secure for citizens a uniform civil code 
throughout the territory of India. The definition of ‘State’, as given in Article 12, includes the overnment and 
Parliament of India and the government and the legislature of each of the states and all local or other authorities 
within the territory of India or under the control of the Government of India.  
 
While Article 44 uses the phrase “state shall endeavour”, other Articles in the ‘Directive Principles’ chapter use 
expressions such as “in particular strive”; “shall take steps”; “shall promote with special care”; “shall in particular 
direct its policy”; “shall regard its primary duty”; “shall be obligation of the state” etc. All of these mean that the 
duty of the court is far greater in other directive principles than in Article 44.  
 
While Article 43 mentions that the “state shall endeavour by suitable legislation”, the phrase “by suitable 
legislation” is absent in Article 44, which indicates that the framers did not intend enactment of uniform civil 
code by a single legislation. 
 
Source 
 
11) Consider the following statements. 
 1. Gram Sabha is a channel to include the less privileged section of society and ensure their participation 
in the village level governance. 
 2. Construction and maintenance of roads within the village is the responsibility of the Gram Panchayat 
(GP). 
 3. Gram Panchayats does not have the power to generate their own source of revenue and depends on 
the grants provided by the State Government as per the recommendations of the Finance Commission.  
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
Since all eligible voters of the village can participate in the Gram Sabha, it is a channel to include the less 
privileged section of society and ensure their participation in the village level governance wherein they can 
advocate their developmental aspirations.  
 
While connectivity of one village with another is beyond the jurisdiction of a GP, construction and maintenance 
of roads within the village is the responsibility of the GP.  
 
Most of the GPs are found reluctant to raise own source of revenue (OSR) in the selected sample. However, some 
of the GPs are able to generate OSR in the form of tax or non-tax revenue by renting shops, house tax and clean 
water fee. 
 
12) Consider the following statements. 
 1. The criminal legislations and various judicial pronouncements in India sternly deal with unlawful and 
subversive activities which are detrimental to the unity and integrity of India. 
 2. The Constitution (Forty–Second Amendment) Act, 1976 inserted and defined “anti-national activity” 
and is still in existence. 
 3. As per the Seventh Schedule of the Constitution, the responsibility of maintaining law and order, 
including protection of life and property, rested primarily with the State governments. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Constitution (Forty–Second Amendment) Act, 1976 inserted in the Constitution Article 31D (during Emergency) 
which defined “anti-national activity” and this Article 31D was, subsequently, omitted by the Constitution 
(Forty-third Amendment) Act, 1977. 
 
‘Public Order’ and ‘Police’ were State subjects as per the Seventh Schedule of the Constitution. 
The responsibility of maintaining law and order, including investigation, registration and prosecution of crimes, 
protection of life and property, rested primarily with the respective State government. 
 
Source 
 
13) Consider the following statements. 
 1. The concepts of faith, belief and worship as enshrined in the Preamble are the foundations of Articles 
25 and 26 of the Constitution of India. 
 2. The Supreme Court under Article 142 of the Constitution can pass any order to carry out for doing 
complete justice being in the public interest, while upholding the Constitution of India. 
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
The Preamble in the Constitution gives prominent importance to liberty of belief, faith and worship to all citizens. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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The concepts of faith, belief and worship are the foundations of Articles 25 and 26 of the Constitution of India.  
 
The Supreme Court under Article 142 of the Constitution can pass any order to carry out for doing complete 
justice being in the public interest, while upholding the Constitution of India. 
 
14) Consider the following statements regarding state election commission. 
 1. The Governor appoints the state election commissioner and determines his conditions of service and 
tenure of office. 
 2. The state election commissioner can be removed only in the manner and on the grounds as a judge of a 
high court. 
 3. It is mandatory upon the State Election Commissions to adopt the Electoral rolls created by the Election 
Commission of India for the Legislative assembly polls. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
The Governor appoints the state election commissioner and determines his conditions of service and tenure of 
office. However, the state election commissioner can be removed only in like manner and on the like grounds 
as a judge of a high court. 
 
It is not mandatory upon the State Election Commissions to adopt the Electoral rolls created by the Election 
Commission of India for the Lok Sabha or Legislative assembly polls. 
 
15) Consider the following statements regarding the financial role of the Governor in a state.   

1. He can make advances out of the Contingency Fund of the state to meet any unforeseen expenditure. 
 2. He constitutes a state finance commission after every five years to review the financial position of the 
panchayats and the municipalities. 
 3. He sees that the Annual Financial Statement of the state is laid before the state legislature. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
He can make advances out of the Contingency Fund of the state to meet any unforeseen expenditure. This is 
similar to the powers of the President at the Centre. 
He constitutes a state finance commission after every five years to review the financial position of the 
panchayats and the municipalities. 
 
He sees that the Annual Financial Statement of the state is laid before the state legislature. Further, Money bills 
can be introduced in the state legislature only with his prior recommendation. 
No demand for a grant can be made except on his recommendation. 
 
16) The Supreme Commander of the Indian Armed Forces is 
 a) Defence minister of India 
 b) Home Minister of India 
 c) President of India 
 d) Prime Minister of India 
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 Solution: c) 
 
The President is the Supreme Commander of the armed forces. 
 
Source 
 
17) Consider the following statements regarding President’s Fleet Review. 
 1. President’s Fleet Review is the President taking stock of the Navy’s capability where the Navy 
showcases all types of ships and capabilities it has. 
 2. It takes place once in two years. 
 3. In terms of significance, the Navy’s Presidential review is second only to the Republic Day Parade. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
In simplest terms, it is the country’s President taking stock of the Navy’s capability. It showcases all types of ships 
and capabilities the Navy has. It takes place once under every President, who is the supreme commander of the 
armed forces. 
 
The President is taken on one of the Naval ships, which is called the President’s Yacht, to look at all the ships 
docked on one of the Naval ports.  
 
So far, 11 Presidential Fleet Reviews have been conducted since Independence, of which two have been 
International Fleet Reviews, in 2001 and 2016. In terms of significance, the Navy’s Presidential review is second 
only to the Republic Day Parade. 
 
Source 
 
18) Which of the following are generally the features of Parliamentary government?   
 1. Separation of powers between the legislative and executive organs. 
 2. Membership of the ministers in the legislature 
 3. Dissolution of the lower House 
 4. Majority party rule 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 3 
 b) 2, 3, 4 
 c) 1, 3, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
The parliamentary system is based on the principle of cooperation and co-ordination between the legislative 
and executive organs while the presidential system is based on the doctrine of separation of powers between 
the two organs.   
 
Other major features are: (a) Presence of nominal and real executives; (b) Majority party rule, (c) Collective 
responsibility of the executive to the legislature, (d) Membership of the ministers in the legislature, (e) Leadership 
of the prime minister or the chief minister, (f) Dissolution of the lower House (Lok Sabha or Assembly). 
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7. History, Art and Culture 
 
1) Consider the following statements. 
 1. “Veer Baal Diwas” is celebrated every year to pay homage to the courage of the “Sahibzades”. 
 2. Sahibzades were the four sons of Guru Gobind Singh, the last Sikh guru.  
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Sunday declared that December 26 shall henceforth be marked as “Veer Baal 
Diwas” to pay homage to the courage of the “Sahibzades”, four sons of Guru Gobind Singh, the last Sikh guru. 
While all four were martyred, the date has been chosen as it was the day observed as the martyrdom day of the 
Sahibzadas Zorawar Singh and Fateh Singh, who were killed at the tender age of six and nine in Sirhind by Mughal 
forces. 
 
Source 
 
2) Consider the following statements regarding Pandit Bhimsen Joshi. 
 1. Pandit Bhimsen Joshi was instrumental in organising the Sawai Gandharva Music Festival as homage to 
his guru, Sawai Gandharva. 
 2. He was a contemporary of Gangubai Hangal, singer of the khayal genre of Hindustani classical music. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Pandit Bhimsen Joshi was one of the greatest Indian vocalists from Karnataka, in the Hindustani classical tradition. 
He is known for the khayal form of singing, as well as for his popular renditions of devotional music. Joshi 
belongs to the Kirana gharana tradition of Hindustani Classical Music.  
 
Joshi was instrumental in organising the Sawai Gandharva Music Festival annually, as homage to his 
guru, Sawai Gandharva. 
 
He along with Smt. Gangubai Hangal along with others took Kirana gharana to heights. 
 
Source 
 
3) Consider the following statements regarding Statue of Equality. 
 1. It is a statue of 8th Century Bhakti Saint Shankaracharya, located in Hyderabad. 
 2. It is the tallest sitting statue in the world.  
 3. The Statue is made of 'panchaloha', a combination of five metals: gold, silver, copper, brass, and zinc. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 3 
 b) 3 only 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
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 Solution: b) 
 
216-foot statue of Saint Ramanujacharya named ‘Statue of Equality' was inaugurated by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi, in Hyderabad on February 5. 
 
The Statue is made of 'panchaloha', a combination of five metals: gold, silver, copper, brass, and zinc. 
It is the second tallest sitting statue in the world. 
The inauguration of the Statue of Equality is a part of the 12-day Sri Ramanuja Sahasrabdi Samaroham, the 
1000th birth anniversary celebrations of Sri Ramanujacharya. 
 
Source 
 
 
 

 
8. States 

 
1) Consider the following pairs of Nuclear power plants and their location. 
 1. Tarapur Atomic Power Station : Gujarat 
 2. Kaiga Generating Station : Karnataka 
 3. Narora Atomic Power Station : Uttar Pradesh 
 4. Kakrapar Atomic Power Station : Maharashtra 
Which of the above pairs is/are correctly matched? 
 a) 1, 2, 3 
 b) 2, 3 
 d) 2, 3, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
 Solution: b) 
 

• Tarapur Atomic Power Station (TAPS), Maharashtra 

• Kaiga Generating Station (KGS), Karnataka  

• Narora Atomic Power Station (NAPS), Uttar Pradesh 

• Kakrapar Atomic Power Station (KAPS), Gujarat 
 
 

 
9. Agriculture 

 
1) Consider the following statements. 
 1. India’s share in the global production of millets is more than 50%. 
 2. The top importers of millets from India are USA, Russia and China. 
 3. In India, Agricultural and Processed Food Products Export Development Authority (APEDA) has been 
working towards facilitating shipments of millets by Indian exporters and helping them make inroads into new 
markets.  
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 3 
 b) 3 only 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
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Currently, India is the fifth largest exporter of millets in the world, according to 2020 data, with exports 
continuously increasing at around 3% CAGR in the last five years ending with 2020. 
 
Major exporter of millets are USA, Russian Federation, Ukraine, India, China, Netherlands, France, Poland and 
Argentina.  
 
The top three importers of millets from India in 2020-21 were Nepal (USD 6.09 million), UAE (USD 4.84 million) 
and Saudi Arabia (USD 3.84 million).  
 
Agricultural and Processed Food Products Export Development Authority (APEDA) has been aggressively 
working towards facilitating shipments of millets by Indian exporters and helping them make inroads into new 
markets.  
 
India is the world leader in the production of millets with share of around 41% of total world production in 
2020.  
 
Source 
 
2) Consider the following statements regarding the role played by Agricultural and Processed Food Products 

Export Development Authority (APEDA) in promoting millets production and export. 
 1. APEDA has developed its own Virtual Trade Fair (VTF) application to facilitate interaction among 
exporters, producer organizations and international buyers 
 2. A series of Virtual Buyer-Seller Meets (BSM) with Embassies, importers, exporters and product 
associations from India have been organized. 
 3. APEDA has created Nutri Cereals Export Promotion Forum to remove the bottlenecks in the supply 
chain of nutria-cereals. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
APEDA has developed its own Virtual Trade Fair (VTF) application to facilitate interaction among exporters, 
producer organizations and international buyers. 
 
In March 2021, APEDA organized its first Virtual Trade Fair – India Rice and Agro Commodity Show, which saw 
the participation of millet exporters also. A series of Virtual Buyer-Seller Meets (BSM) with Embassies, 
importers, exporters and product associations from India have been organized. 
 
To give impetus to the export of potential products as well as to remove the bottlenecks in the supply chain of 
nutria-cereals, APEDA has created Nutri Cereals Export Promotion Forum which also included millets exports. It 
has also organized a sensitization programme for millet start-ups to familiarize them about export opportunities. 
 
APEDA has signed an MOU with Indian Institute of Millets Research (IIMR) for making a strategy for promotion of 
millets and millet value added products. It has initiated a study on ‘Refinement of Millet Value Chain for Export 
Markets: Preparation of export strategy in wake of International Year of Millets, 2023’ through IMMR. 
 
Source 
 
3) Consider the following statements. 
 1. India’s key exports to Russia include mobile phones and pharmaceuticals while India’s key imports from 
Russia are crude oil, coal and diamonds. 
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2. Russia is the world’s largest exporter of Wheat. 
 3. Of the total quantity of annual tea imports by Russia, more than half is from India. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
Russia is India’s 25th largest trading partner with exports of $2.5 billion and imports of $6.9 billion in the first nine 
months of FY2022. India’s key exports to Russia include mobile phones and pharmaceuticals while India’s key 
imports from Russia are crude oil, coal and diamonds. 
More than a quarter of the world's wheat export comes from Russia and Ukraine. 
Russia is the world's largest exporter of wheat, accounting for more than 18% of international exports. 
 
Egypt is the world's biggest importer of wheat.  
 
Of the approximate volume of 145 million kg of annual tea imports by Russia, 40 million kg is from India. Close to 
45% of these is from South India. 
 
Source  Source  Source 
 
4) While recommending minimum support prices (MSPs), the Commission for Agricultural Costs and Prices 

(CACP) looks at the following factors? 
 1. The market price trends at both domestic and international level 
 2. The likely implications of an MSP on consumers of that product 
 3. A minimum of 30 per cent as the margin over the cost of production 
 4. Inter-crop price parity 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 3 
 b) 1, 3, 4 
 c) 1, 2, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
While recommending MSPs, the CACP looks at the following factors: 
* the demand and supply of a commodity; 
* its cost of production; 
* the market price trends (both domestic and international); 
* inter-crop price parity; 
* the terms of trade between agriculture and non-agriculture (that is, the ratio of prices of farm inputs and farm 
outputs); 
* a minimum of 50 per cent as the margin over the cost of production; and 
* the likely implications of an MSP on consumers of that product. 
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10. Defence and Security 
 
1) The Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) can designate individuals as “terrorists” under which of the following 

provisions 
 a) Prevention of Terrorism Act, 2002 
 b) National Security Act, 1980  
 c) The Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Amendment Act, 2019 
 d) None of the above 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
The Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) can designate individuals as “terrorists” under the amended anti-terror law 
that was passed by the Parliament in 2019. 
 
The Unlawful Activities Prevention Act (UAPA), enacted in 1967, was first amended in 2004, 2008 and 2013. 
 
The UAPA as amended in August 2019 gave the MHA the power to designate individuals as terrorists. 
 
Initially in 1967, the Act concerned itself with banning “unlawful” associations alone and had no mention of 
terrorism. “Unlawful activity” was defined as activities including speeches, writings etc that supported 
secessionist claims or questioned India’s sovereignty.  
 
2) Consider the following statements. 
 1. Air traffic controllers (ATC) monitor the location of aircraft in their assigned airspace by radar and 
communicate with the pilots by radio. 
 2. Air traffic controller is the final authority for the safe operation of the aircraft and the pilot cannot 
deviate from the instructions given by ATC. 
 3. International Air Transport Association (IATA) assigns code name for airlines and airports for easy 
identification. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Air traffic control (ATC) is a service provided by ground-based air traffic controllers who direct aircraft on the 
ground and through a given section of controlled airspace, and can provide advisory services to aircraft in non-
controlled airspace. 
 
The primary purpose of ATC worldwide is to prevent collisions, organize and expedite the flow of air traffic, and 
provide information and other support for pilots. 
 
The pilot in command is the final authority for the safe operation of the aircraft and may, in an emergency, 
deviate from ATC instructions to the extent required to maintain safe operation of their aircraft. 
 
The Committee on Public Undertakings in its first report tabled in Parliament in January 2021 recommended 
changing the code name for Gaya airport, assigned by global trade body International Air Transport Association 
(IATA).  
The IATA assigns a two-character code name for airlines and a three-character code for airports for easy 
identification. These are also fundamental to the smooth running of hundreds of electronic applications. 
 
Source  Source  
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11. Maps / Places 
 
1) Which of these islands, sometimes seen in news, lie South of Taiwan?  
 1. Spartly Island 
 2. Kyushu Island 
 3. Paracel Island 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 

 
 
2) The Red Sea is a strip of water and an inlet of the Indian Ocean occupying the area separating the continent of 

Africa from Asia. The countries bordering the Red Sea are 
 1. Yemen 
 2. Djibouti 
 3. Ethiopia 
 4. Egypt 
 5. Saudi Arabia 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 b) 1, 2, 3, 5 
 c) 2, 3, 4, 5 
 d) 1, 2, 4, 5 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
The six countries that border the Red Sea are the following: Saudi Arabia, Yemen, Egypt, Sudan, Eritrea, and 
Djibouti. 
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3) The Mekong is a trans-boundary river in Southeast Asia. It passes through which of these countries?  

 1. Myanmar 
 2. Laos 
 3. India 
 4. Vietnam 

Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 3 
 b) 1, 2, 4 
 c) 1, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
From the Tibetan Plateau the river runs through China's Yunnan Province, Myanmar, Laos, Thailand, 
Cambodia, and Vietnam. 
 
4) Afghanistan shares its land border with which of the following countries? 

1. Kazakhstan 
 2. Iran 
 3. China 
 4. Uzbekistan 

Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 3 
 b) 1, 3, 4 
 c) 2, 3, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
 Solution: c) 
 

Afghanistan is bordered by Pakistan to the east and south; Iran to the west; Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, 
and Tajikistan to the north; and China to the northeast.  
 
5) Which of the following countries borders Myanmar? 
 1. Thailand 
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 2. Laos 
 3. Cambodia 
 4. China 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 3 
 b) 1, 3, 4 
 c) 1, 2, 4 
 d) 1, 2 
 
 Solution: c) 
 

 
 
6) Israel has borders with which of the following countries. 

1. Saudi Arabia 
2. Lebanon 
3. Turkey 
4. Egypt 
5. Jordan 

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 
b) 2, 3, 4, 5  
c) 2, 4, 5  
d) 4, 5  
 
Solution: c) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
7) Which of the following African countries share border with Indian Ocean? 

1. Tanzania  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/


INSTA CURRENT AFFAIRS QUIZ 

www.insightsonindia.com                           52                                                                                InsightsIAS 

2. Somalia 
3. Botswana 
4. Mozambique 

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 1, 2, 3  
b) 2, 4  
c) 1, 2, 4  
d) 1, 2, 3, 4  
 
Solution: c) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
12. Miscellaneous 

 
1) Consider the following statements. 
 1. India currently considers solar waste a part of electronic waste and does not account for it separately. 
 2. Recently the Ministry of New and Renewable Energy formulated policy on managing waste that results 
from used solar panels. 
 3. Generally the Solar panels have an estimated life of 100 years. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1 only 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
While India ramps up its solar power installation, it does not yet have a firm policy on managing waste that 
results from used solar panels or from the manufacturing process. 
 
India currently considers solar waste a part of electronic waste and does not account for it separately. 
 
There was no commercial raw material recovery facility for solar e-waste operational in India, but a pilot facility 
for solar panel recycling and material recovery had been set up by a private company in Gummidipoondi, 
Chennai, Tamil Nadu. 
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Solar panels have an estimated life of 25 years, and given that India’s solar manufacturing industry took off 
around 2010 most of the installed systems were new and early in their calendar life cycle and therefore unlikely 
to generate a large quantity of solar waste.  
 
Source 
 
2) Consider the following statements regarding the title Grandmaster. 
 1. Grandmaster is the highest title or ranking that a chess player can achieve.  
 2. The Grandmaster title is awarded by the Global Association of International Sports Federations (GAISF). 
 3. The title Grandmaster is valid for life, unless a player is stripped of the title for a proven offence such as 
cheating. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Grandmaster is the highest title or ranking that a chess player can achieve. The Grandmaster title — and other 
chess titles — is awarded by the International Chess Federation, FIDE, the Lausanne-Switzerland-based governing 
body of the international game. 
 
Besides Grandmaster, the Qualification Commission of FIDE recognises and awards seven other titles. All the 
titles, including that of Grandmaster, are valid for life, unless a player is stripped of the title for a proven offence 
such as cheating. 
 
FIDE has so far recognised fewer than 2,000 Grandmasters out of the millions who play the game around the 
world. A vast majority of Grandmasters have been male. Russia (and the erstwhile USSR) has produced the most 
Grandmasters in the world, followed by the United States and Germany. 
 
India became a chess powerhouse in the 2000s, and now has more than 70 Grandmasters. 
 
Source 
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