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GENERAL STUDIES – 1 
 

Topics: Indian culture will cover the salient aspects of Art Forms, Literature and 
Architecture from ancient to modern times. 

1. Char Dham:  
Context:  
Veteran environmentalist Ravi Chopra has resigned as chairman of the Supreme Court’s High Powered 
Committee (HPC) on the Char Dham project, saying that his “belief that the HPC could protect this fragile 
(Himalayan) ecology has been shattered”.  
 
What's the issue?  
In his resignation letter to the secretary general of the Supreme Court on January 27, Chopra referred to the 
apex court’s December 2021 order that accepted the wider road configuration to meet defence needs, instead 
of what the HPC had recommended and the SC accepted in its earlier order in September 2020.  
 
What has the Court said so far in this matter?  

● In 2018, the project was challenged by an NGO for its potential impact on the Himalayan ecology due 
to felling trees, cutting hills and dumping excavated material.  

● In 2019, the SC formed the HPC Chopra to examine the issues, and in September 2020, accepted his 
recommendation on road width etc.  

● In November 2020, the ministry of Defence sought wider roads to meet the requirement of the Army.  
● In December 2021, the SC modified its September 2020 order on the ground that the court could not 

“interrogate the policy choice of the establishment which is entrusted by law with the defence of the 
nation”.  

 
About Chardham project:  

● The project involves developing and widening nearly 900-km of national highways connecting the holy 
Hindu pilgrimage sites of; Badrinath, Kedarnath, Gangotri, and Yamunotri at an estimated cost of 
Rs.12,000 crores.  

● The highway will be called Char Dham Mahamarg(Char Dham Highway) and the highway construction 
project will be called Char Dham Mahamarg Vikas Pariyojana(Char Dham Highway Development 
Project).  

 
What Are The Environmental Concerns That Were 
Flagged?  

1. Large-scale construction works in hilly terrain is a 
recipe for disaster as it leads to a heightened risk of 
landslides given the felling of trees and loosening of 
rocks.  

2. The project was being executed bypassing 
mandatory environment clearances and 
environment impact assessment (EIA) procedures.  

3. Over 25,000 trees have reportedly been felled to 
make way for the project as a grave worry for the 
ecologically sensitive zone.  

4. Since wider carriageways would require more 
excavation and blasting, the purpose of having an 
all-weather highway may be compromised since 
the topography would become that much more 
sensitive to slippage and landslides.  

 
Developments so far wrt the Chardham Project:  

1. The foundation stone for the Char Dham road project was laid by PM Narendra Modi in December 
2016.  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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2. But the project was challenged on environmental grounds in courts with petitioners alleging 
irregularities vis-a-vis environmental clearances for the project and that it was being pursued in 
violation of existing norms.  

3. The National Green Tribunal (NGT) cleared the project in September 2018, but its order was 
challenged for being passed by a bench different from the one that had heard the matter. Supreme 
Court stayed the NGT order in October 2018.  

4. In September 2020, it passed an order on a writ petition stating that highways for the Char Dham 
project should not exceed 5.5m in width as prescribed in a 2018 circular of the Union Road Transport 
Ministry. But the Defence Ministry had in December that year sought a modification in the order to 
allow the width to be of 10m.  

5. The top court then asked its high-powered committee (HPC) to look into the contentions raised by the 
Centre on the width of the highways.  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Overview of the project.  
2. Important National Parks and wildlife 

sanctuaries in the region.  
3. Important rivers flowing through these 

places.  

4. Difference between National Parks and 
Wildlife Sanctuaries.  

 
Mains Link: Discuss the significance of Chardham 
Project.  

 

2. Sri Madhvacharya:  
Context:  
The Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi recently paid his obeisances to Sri 
Madhvacharya on the occasion of Madhva Navami.  
 
About Sri Madhvacharya:  
Shri Madhvacharya was born near Udupi. He was born in 1238, on the auspicious day 
of Vijayadashami, and he was named Vasudeva.  

● He was the third of the trinity of philosophers who influenced Indian thoughts 
after the ages of the Vedas and Puranas (the other two being Shankaracharya 
and Ramanujacharya).  

● He propounded the philosophy of Dwaita or Dualism.  
● It was Achyutapreksha who gave him the title ‘Madhva’ by which he was more famously known.  
● Literary works: He wrote various texts that detailed his philosophy which he called Tattvavada, or as it 

is more popularly known, Dvaita. Some of his works were the Gita Bhashya, Brahma Sutra Bhashya, 
Anu Bhashya, Karma Nirnaya, and Vishnu Tattva Nirnaya.  

 
About Dvaita philosophy:  

● The basic tenet of Dvaita philosophy is the refutation of the Mayavada of Sri Shankara. Dvaitha 
emphasizes that the world is real and not just an illusion.  

● The soul is bound to this world through ignorance.  
● The way for the soul to release itself from this bondage is to seek the grace of Sri Hari.  
● To reach Sri Hari, one has to practice Bhakthi, there is no other way. 
● To practice Bhakthi, one needs to meditate.  
● To meditate, one needs to clear the mind and attain detachment by studying the sacred texts.  

 

3. Why has Andhra govt banned the 100-year-old play ‘Chintamani Padya 
Natakam’?  

Context:  
The Andhra Pradesh government has banned a 100-year-old play named 'Chintamani Padya Natakam'.  
 
  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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What is ‘Chintamani Padya Natakam’?  
The play was written in 1920 by playwright Kallakuri 
Narayana Rao, who was also a social reformer.  

● The play is about Chintamani, a courtesan and a 
devotee of Lord Krishna, who finds salvation by 
singing bhajans.  

● She is courted by Subbi Shetty, a businessman 
from the Arya Vysya community, who loses his wealth and family due to his attraction to Chintamani.  

● The play is exhibited across the state, mainly in rural areas, during festivals and fairs.  
 
Why is there a controversy surrounding it?  

● The original play had a social message, but over the years, it has been modified purely for 
entertainment.  

● Much of the play sees central character Subbi Shetty made fun of, especially for losing all his wealth to 
his vices.  

● Also, the content and dialogues are offensive, and the Central character is always portrayed as a short 
and dark-coloured person.  

Due to the way Shetty’s character is portrayed, the entire community is stigmatised.  
 
Why has it been banned?  
The Arya Vysya community has been petitioning governments for several years to ban the play, saying it 
portrays them in a negative light.  
 
Could the ban have been avoided?  
The state government explored the possibility of taking out Shetty’s character from the play instead of putting 
a blanket ban on it, but found him to be a central character.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About the Play.  
2. Central Theme.  
3. About the Arya Vysya community.  
4. The controversy.  

 

Mains Link: Discuss about the concerns associated 
with interference of state in matters related to the 
religion.  
 
Link:https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/a
ndhra-pradesh-chintamani-padya-natakam-ban-
explained-7765602/.  

 

4. Guru Ravidas:  
Context:  
Out of the total population of Dalits in Punjab, about 21 percent of the population belongs to the Ravidassia 
community. The importance of this population can be understood from the fact that due to Sant Ravidas 
Jayanti on February 16, the date of Punjab Assembly elections was changed from February 14 to February 20.  
 
Who are the Ravidassias?  
The Ravidassias are a Dalit community of whom the bulk — nearly 12 lakh — live in the Doaba region. The 
Dera Sachkhand Ballan, their largest dera with 20 lakh followers worldwide, was founded in the early 20th 
century by Baba Sant Pipal Das.  

● Once closely connected with Sikhism, the dera severed these decades-old ties in 2010, and announced 
they would follow the Ravidassia religion. The dera made the announcement on Guru Ravidas Jayanti 
in Varanasi.  

● From 2010, the Dera Sachkhand Ballan started replacing the Guru Granth Sahib with its own Granth, 
Amritbani, carrying 200 hymns of Guru Ravidas, in Ravidassia temples and gurdwaras.  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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About Guru Ravidas: 

● Guru Ravidas was a North Indian mystic poet of the bhakti movement. 
● While the exact year of his birth is not known, it is believed that the saint 

was born in 1377 C.E. 
● Guru Ravidas Jayanti is celebrated on Magh Purnima, which is the full 

moon day in the Hindu calendar month of Magha. 
● The Adi Granth of Sikhs, in addition to the Panchvani are the two of the 

oldest documented sources of the literary works of Guru Ravidas. 
● Notably, he belonged to an untouchable caste and suffered a lot of 

atrocities as a result. However, the saint chose to focus on spiritual 
pursuits and also penned several devotional songs which made a huge 
impact in the Bhakti movement during the 14th to 16th century CE. 

● He is believed to be a disciple of the bhakti saint-poet Ramanandaand 
a contemporary of the bhakti saint-poet Kabir. 

● One of his famous disciples was the saint, Mirabai. 
● Among Ravidas’s moral and intellectual achievements were the conception of “Begampura”, a city that 

knows no sorrow; and a society where caste and class have ceased to matter. 
 
Guru Ravidas Teachings: 

● Guru Ravidas spoke against the caste divisions and spoke of 
removing them to promote unity. His teachings resonated with the 
people, leading to a religion being born called the Ravidassia 
religion, or Ravidassia Dharam based on his teachings. 

● He taught about the omnipresence of God and said that a human 
soul is a particle of God and hence Ravidas rejected the idea that 
people considered lower caste cannot meet God. He said in his 
teachings that the only way to meet God was to free the mind from the duality.  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About Sant Ravidas.  

2. His teachings.  
3. Philosophy.  
4. Ravidassia community.  

 
Mains Link: Discuss the relevance of teachings by Guru Ravidas today.  
 

Topics: Modern Indian history from about the middle of the eighteenth century until the 
present- significant events, personalities, issues. 

1. Who was Gangubai Kathiawadi?  
Context:  
A film starring actor Alia Bhatt is facing legal trouble after individuals claiming to be family members of the 
main protagonist, Gangubai Kathiawadi, have objected to her portrayal in the film.  
 
Who is Gangubai Kathiawadi?  
Full name: Ganga Harjeevandas Kathiawadi.  
From: Gujarat.  
Known for: One of Mumbai’s well-known and influential brothel owners in the 50s and 60s. She also fought for 
the welfare and rights of sex workers.  
 
Brief history of her life:  

● She is said to have been sold to a brothel owner by her husband.  
● She gradually ended up operating her own brothel.  
● She is known to also have lobbied for the rights of commercial sex workers.  
● Gangubai, apparently, lobbied with politicians on this issue.  

 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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Why is the movie based on her life being opposed?  
Her adopted children have objected to her portrayal in the film and sought a stay on its release.  

● The petitioners have said that the movie shows her as a ‘prostitute’ and a ‘mafia queen’.  
● It claims that after the release of the film’s trailer, the women members of his family who live in the 

redlight areas of Kamathipura have been a victim of objectionable and abusive comments by men, 
affecting their reputation.  

 
Challenges faced by sex workers:  

● Sex work is not recognised as “legitimate work.  
● They do not become eligible to benefit from the government’s relief programmes.  

 
How are they protected?  
The Suppression of Immoral Traffic in Women and Children Act was enacted in 1956. 
Subsequent amendments were made to the law. And the name of the Act was changed to Immoral Traffic 
(Prevention) Act.  

● This is the legislation currently governing sex work in India.  
Article 23(1) of the Constitution prohibits traffic in human beings and beggars and other similar forms of 
forced labor. Article 23(2) declares that any contravention of this provision shall be an offense punishable in 
accordance with the law.  
 
Pros and Cons of legalizing prostitution:  

● If prostitution is legalized, the State will acquire responsibility to manage brothels and it can fulfill this 
obligation by issuing a license to authorized persons.  

● It shall also formulate guidelines regarding the age of prostitutes, database on clientele, adequate 
remuneration and medical facilities to the prostitutes.  

● By this method, the prostitutes can acquire some rights such as the right to medical care, the right to 
education of their children, right against exploitation and rape, etc.  

● This method can facilitate the eradication of sex racquet operations, hidden and street prostitution, 
abuse of prostitute, etc.  

● There shall be protection houses established for those prostitutes who have lost their livelihood, or 
those who were forced into prostitution but do not want that lifestyle anymore.  

● Also, the government can impart training and basic education to these prostitutes so that they find 
other means to earn money and sustain their livelihood. 

 
Cons:  

● On the flipside, legalization of prostitution could be misinterpreted as the promulgation of prostitution.  
● This could pave the way for easy money for prostitutes and could encourage more women to practice 

prostitution.  
● There is a great possibility that this could be a revenue-generating industry for the Government.  

 
 
Insta Curious: Did you know that the book “Mafia Queens of Mumbai” talks about Gangubai Kathiawadi's life 
and her struggles?  
 
Link: https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-gangubai-kathiawadi-film-legal-troubles-
7782631/lite/.  
 

2. Lachit Borphukan:  
Context:  
President Ram Nath Kovind recently inaugurated the year-long celebration of the 400th birth anniversary of 
Lachit Borphukan, commander of the Ahom forces and an icon of Assamese nationalism.  
 
Who was Lachit Borphukan?  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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● He was a commander in the Ahom kingdom.  
● Known for his leadership in the 1671 Battle of Saraighat 

that thwarted a drawn-out attempt by Mughal forces 
under the command of Ramsingh I to take over Ahom 
kingdom.  

● The battle of Saraighat was fought on the banks of the 
Brahmaputra in Guwahati.  

● The National Defence Academy (NDA), ever since 1999 
has been conferring the best passing out cadet with the 
Lachit Borphukan gold medal.  

 
Outcomes of the battle: 
During the last phase of the Battle of Saraighat 1671, when the Mughals attacked the Assamese forces through 
the river in Saraighat, many Assamese soldiers began losing their will to fight. It was Lachit's clarion call to all 
the soldiers that made them fight till their last breath, ultimately resulting in the defeat of the Mughals.  
 
Battle of Alaboi:  
The Battle of Alaboi was fought on August 5, 1669, between the Ahoms and Mughals in which the Ahoms 
suffered severe reverses and thousands of its soldiers were killed.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Lachit Borphukam is famously remembered 
for?  

2. Battle of Saraighat was fought between?  

3. Which Indian Organization awards Lachit 
Borphukan gold medal.  

4. Battle of Alaboi.  
 
Mains Link: Discuss the causes and outcomes of 
the Battle of Saraighat.  

 

Topics: The Freedom Struggle – its various stages and important contributors 
/contributions from different parts of the country. 

1. Sachindra Nath Sanyal (1893 – 1942):  
Context:  
His 80th death anniversary was observed on 7th February this year. He was born in 1893.  
 
His role in India's struggle for Independence:  

● He was the founder of the Hindustan Republican Association. HRA was created to carry out armed 
resistance against the British Empire in India.  

● Sanyal founded a branch of the Anushilan Samiti in Patna in 1913.  
● In 1912 Delhi Conspiracy Trial, Sanyal with Rashbehari Bose attacked the then Viceroy Hardinge.  
● He was extensively involved in the plans for the Ghadar conspiracy, and went underground after it was 

exposed in February 1915. He was a close associate of Rash Behari Bose.  
● After Bose escaped to Japan, Sanyal was considered the most senior leader of India's revolutionary 

movement.  
● He was a mentor for revolutionaries like Chandrashekhar Azad and Bhagat Singh.  
● Sanyal and Mahatma Gandhi engaged in a famous debate published in Young India between 1920 and 

1924. Sanyal argued against Gandhi's gradualist approach.  
Sanyal was sentenced to life for his involvement in the Kakori Train Action and was imprisoned at Cellular Jail 
in the Andaman and Nicobar Islands, where he wrote his book titled Bandi Jeevan (A Life of Captivity, 1922).  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Bandi Jeevan.  
2. Kakori Train Action.  
3. Bhagat Singh.  

4. Chandra Shekhar Azad.  
5. Ghadar party.  
6. Rash Behari Bose.  

 
Mains Link: Write a note on Kakori Train Action.  
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Topics: Important Geophysical phenomena such as earthquakes, Tsunami, Volcanic activity, 
cyclone etc., geographical features and their location- changes in critical geographical 
features (including water-bodies and ice-caps) and in flora and fauna and the effects of such 
changes. 

1. Geomagnetic storm:  
Context:  
Recently, Elon Musk’s Starlink has lost 40 satellites that were caught in a geomagnetic storm a day after they 
were launched.  

● However, these satellites have not created any space debris as the satellites were designed to burn up 
on reentry into the Earth’s atmosphere.  

 
What are Geomagnetic Storms?  
Geomagnetic storms are caused when events such as solar flares can send higher than normal levels of 
radiation towards Earth. This radiation interacts with the Earth's magnetic field causing a geomagnetic storm.  
Causes:  
The disturbance that drives the magnetic storm may be a solar coronal mass ejection (CME) or (much less 
severely) a co-rotating interaction region (CIR), a high-speed stream of solar wind originating from a coronal 
hole.  
 
Effects of Geomagnetic storms:  

● Effects from the geomagnetic storm can range from the appearance of auroras or the northern and 
southern lights to disruptions in communications systems due to high radiation. This would make it 
difficult to communicate with others on Earth.  

Classification of Geomagnetic storms:  
Geomagnetic storms are classified according to a scale that measures the effect that storms will have.  

● At its safest level, a G1 storm affects power grids by causing weak fluctuations, minor impacts on 
satellite operations, and causes the northern and southern lights to occur.  

● At its most extreme, G5, there would be voltage control problems with some grid system collapses or 
blackouts, radio waves wouldn't be able to travel for one to two days, low-frequency radio would be 
out for hours, and the auroras would be able to be seen at lower latitudes than usual.  

 
Insta Curious:  
What is Starlink?  

● Starlink is a SpaceX project to build a broadband network with a cluster of orbiting spacecraft that 
could eventually number thousands.  

● The Starlink network is one of several ongoing efforts to start beaming data signals from space.  
 
Prelims Link:  

1. What are solar flares?  
2. What are sunspots?  

3. How solar flares affect earth’s magnetic 
field?  

4. What is sun’s 11 year cycle?  
  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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GENERAL STUDIES – 2 
 

Topics: Indian Constitution- historical underpinnings, evolution, features, amendments, 
significant provisions and basic structure; Comparison of the Indian constitutional scheme 
with that of other countries. 

1. Freedom of religion and attire:  
Context:  
Recently, six students were banned from entering a college in Karnataka’s Udupi district for wearing a hijab. 
The issue throws up legal questions on reading the freedom of religion and whether the right to wear a hijab 
is constitutionally protected or not.  
 
How is religious freedom protected under the Constitution?  
Article 25(1) of the Constitution guarantees the freedom of conscience and the right freely to profess, practise 
and propagate religion. It is a right that guarantees negative liberty — which means that the state shall ensure 
that there is no interference or obstacle to exercising this freedom.  
Limitations: Like all fundamental rights, the state can restrict the right for grounds of public order, decency, 
morality, health and other state interests.  
 
Observations made by the Supreme Court in this matter:  

● People have a right under the Constitution to profess, practise and propagate religion (Article 25).  
● Every person is the final judge of his/her choice of religion or who their life partner should be. Courts 

cannot sit in judgment of a person’s choice of religion or life partner.  
● Religious faith is a part of the fundamental right to privacy.  

Shirur Mutt case in 1954: The doctrine of “essentiality” was invented by the Supreme Court. The court held 
that the term “religion” will cover all rituals and practices “integral” to a religion, and took upon itself the 
responsibility of determining the essential and non-essential practices of a religion.  
 
What are the court’s rulings on Hijab?  
In Amna Bint Basheer v Central Board of Secondary Education (2016), the Kerala High Court held that the 
practice of wearing a hijab constitutes an essential religious practise but did not quash the dress code 
prescribed by CBSE. It rather provided additional safeguards, such as examining students wearing full sleeves 
when needed.  
In Fathima Tasneem v State of Kerala (2018), Kerala HC held that collective rights of an institution would be 
given primacy over the individual rights of the petitioner. The case involved two girls who wanted to wear the 
headscarf. The school refused to allow the headscarf. However, the court dismissed the appeal as students 
were no more in the rolls of the respondent-School.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Definition of state under article 12.  
2. Article 13(3) is related to?  
3. Writ jurisdiction of Supreme Court and 

High Courts.  

4. Overview of Articles 21 and 25.  
 
Mains Link: Discuss the significance of freedom of 
religion under the Indian Constitution.  

 
Link: https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-freedom-of-religion-and-attire-7757652/lite/.  
 

2. Anti-defection law:  
Context:  
West Bengal Assembly Speaker Biman Banerjee has dismissed the petition filed by Leader of the Opposition 
Suvendu Adhikari seeking Mukul Roy's disqualification as an MLA under the anti-defection law for switching 
sides after elections.  

● Roy, a former BJP national vice-president, had defected to the ruling TMC in June last year.  
● Roy would now continue as a BJP legislator in the House in the wake of the ruling.  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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What had the High Court ruled?  
The high court had asked the Speaker to take a decision on the petition for Roy’s disqualification as a member 
of the House by October 7. In case of failure, the court said that it would take a call on the matter.  

● Even the Supreme Court had expressed hope that the Speaker will take a decision on the 
disqualification plea soon.  

 
Relevance: the Tenth Schedule of the Indian Constitution:  
Popularly known as the anti-defection law.  

● It specifies the circumstances under which changing of political parties by legislators invites action 
under the law.  

● It was added to the Constitution by the 52nd Amendment Act.  
● It includes situations in which an independent MLA, too, joins a party after the election.  

 
The law covers three scenarios with respect to shifting of political parties by an MP or an MLA. These include:  

1. When a member elected on the ticket of a political party “voluntarily gives up” membership of such a 
party or votes in the House against the wishes of the party.  

2. When a legislator who has won his or her seat as an independent candidate joins a political party after 
the election.  

In the above two cases, the legislator loses the seat in the legislature on changing (or joining) a party.  
3. Relates to nominated MPs. In their case, the law gives them six months to join a political party, after 

being nominated. If they join a party after such time, they stand to lose their seat in the House.  
 
Matters related to disqualification:  

● Under the anti-defection law, the power to decide the disqualification of an MP or MLA rests with the 
presiding officer of the legislature.  

● The law does not specify a time frame in which such a decision has to be made.  
● Last year, the Supreme Court observed that anti-defection cases should be decided by Speakers in 

three months’ time.  
 
However, Legislators may change their party without the risk of disqualification in certain circumstances. 
Exceptions:  

1. The law allows a party to merge with or into another party provided that at least two-thirds of its 
legislators are in favour of the merger.  

2. On being elected as the presiding officer of the House, if a member, voluntarily gives up the 
membership of his party or rejoins it after he ceases to hold that office, he won’t be disqualified.  

 
Loopholes in the law:  
Those against say that voters elect individuals in the election and not parties and hence the Anti-Defection law 
is infructuous.  
 
Can the courts intervene?  
Courts have, in certain cases, intervened in the workings of a legislature.  

1. In 1992, a five-judge constitutional bench of the Supreme Court held that the anti-defection law 
proceedings before the Speaker are akin to a tribunal and, thus, can be placed under judicial review.  

2. In January 2020, the Supreme Court asked Parliament to amend the Constitution to strip legislative 
assembly speakers of their exclusive power to decide whether legislators should be disqualified or not 
under the anti-defection law.  

3. In March 2020, the Supreme Court removed Manipur minister Thounaojam Shyamkumar Singh, against 
whom disqualification petitions were pending before the speaker since 2017, from the state cabinet 
and restrained him “from entering the legislative assembly till further orders”.  

 
Insta Curious: Did you know that the initial attempts at creating the anti-defection law (1969, 1973) did not 
cover independent legislators joining political parties? Then, when were they included under the law? Have a 
brief overview about it here.  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Names of various committees and 
commissions with regard to Anti Defection 
law. 

2. Committees vs Commissions. 

3. Decision of presiding officer vs Judicial 
review. 

4. Merger vs Split of political parties. 
5. Is anti- defection law applicable to the 

presiding officer? 
6. Relevant Supreme Court cases and verdicts. 

 
Mains Link: Examine the provisions of Anti- defection law. Has this law largely failed to meet its objective? 
Discuss.  
 

3. Uniform Civil Code:  
Context:  
Amid the row over wearing hijab in schools and colleges, Union Minister and BJP leader Giriraj Singh has said 
the Uniform Civil Code is the “need of the hour” and it should be discussed both in Parliament and in society.  
 
What's the issue?  
The Hijab row started in December end when a few students started coming to a government pre-university 
college in Udupi wearing Hijab. To protest against it, some Hindu students turned up wearing saffron scarves.  

● The row spread to other educational institutions in different parts of the State, and the protests took a 
violent turn at some places earlier this week, prompting the government to declare three-day holiday 
for the institutions.  

● The Hijab ban issue has refused to die down as Muslim girls are adamant on wearing hijab to college.  
● Muslim clerics argue that Hijab ban violates right to freedom of religion enshrined in Constitution.  

 
Background:  
Whereas the founders of the Constitution in Article 44 in Part IV dealing with the Directive Principles of State 
Policy had hoped and expected that the State shall endeavour to secure for the citizens a Uniform Civil Code 
throughout the territories of India, till date no action has been taken in this regard.  
 
What is the uniform civil code?  
A generic set of governing laws for every citizen without taking into consideration the religion. 
 
What the constitution says?  
Article 44 of the Constitution says that there should be a Uniform Civil Code. According to this article, “The 
State shall endeavor to secure for the citizens a uniform civil code throughout the territory of India”. Since the 
Directive Principles are only guidelines, it is not mandatory to use them. 
 
India needs a Uniform Civil Code for the following reasons:  

● A secular republic needs a common law for all citizens rather than differentiated rules based on 
religious practices.  

● Gender justice: The rights of women are usually limited under religious law, be it Hindu or Muslim. 
Many practices governed by religious tradition are at odds with the fundamental rights guaranteed in 
the Indian Constitution. 

● Courts have also often said in their judgements that the government should move towards a uniform 
civil code including the judgement in the Shah Bano case.  

 
Does India not already have a uniform code in civil matters?  
Indian laws do follow a uniform code in most civil matters – Indian Contract Act, Civil Procedure Code, Sale of 
Goods Act, Transfer of Property Act, Partnership Act, Evidence Act etc. States, however, have made hundreds 
of amendments and therefore in certain matters, there is diversity even under these secular civil laws.  
 
Why is UCC not desirable at this point?  

● Secularism cannot contradict the plurality prevalent in the country.  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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● Cultural diversity cannot be compromised to the extent that our urge for uniformity itself becomes a 
reason for threat to the territorial integrity of the nation.  

 
Insta Curious:  
Did you know that Goa has a Uniform Civil Code?  

● Goa’s Portuguese Civil Code, 1867 is basically an alien code given by the Portuguese.  
● Goa’s Civil Code has four parts, dealing with civil capacity, acquisition of rights, right to property, and 

the breach of rights and remedies.  
● It begins in the name of God and Dom Luis, King of Portugal and Algarves.  
● The Code has survived by virtue of Section 5(1) of the Goa, Daman and Diu Administration Act, 1962 

that permitted its continuance.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About UCC.  
2. What are DPSPs.  
3. Enforcement of DPSPs.  

4. Shah Bano case is related to?  
 
Mains Link: Discuss why is UCC not desirable for 
India at this point?  

 

4. Public order: A constitutional provision for curbing freedoms:  
Context:  
The Karnataka High Court is hearing a challenge to the constitutionality of the state government’s ban on 
students wearing a hijab in educational institutions.  

● In the last hearing, the judges heard an argument on whether the state can justify the ban on the 
ground that it violates ‘public order’.  

 
What is Public Order?  
Article 25 of the Constitution guarantees to all persons the right to freedom and conscience and the right 
freely to profess, practise and propagate religion subject to public order, morality and health.  

● So, public order is one of the three grounds on which the state can restrict freedom of religion. It is 
also one of the grounds to restrict free speech and other fundamental rights.  

 
Who has the power to legislate on aspects of public order?  
Public order is normally equated with public peace and safety. According to List 2 of the Seventh Schedule of 
the Constitution, the power to legislate on aspects of public order rests with the states.  
 
How does it relate to the hijab ban?  
The state government has issued an order under the Karnataka Education Act, 1983.  

● As per this, “public order” is one of the reasons for not allowing students to wear a headscarf in 
educational institutions along with “unity” and “integrity.”  

However, the petitioners have asked the state to show how the mere wearing of a hijab by students could 
constitute a public order issue. This is not a case where a religious practice involves a public gathering where 
dangerous weapons are paraded.  
 
How has public order been interpreted by courts?  
Courts have broadly interpreted it to mean something that affects the 
community at large and not a few individuals.  

● In Ram Manohar Lohia vs State of Bihar (1965), the Supreme 
Court held that in the case of ‘public order’, the community or 
the public at large have to be affected by a particular action.  

 
Karnataka's case:  
One has to imagine three concentric circles, the largest representing ‘law and order’, the next representing 
‘public order’ and the smallest representing ‘security of State’.”  
 
InstaLinks:  Prelims Link:  
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1. About the Hijab ban issue.  
2. What is public order?  
3. Article 25 of the Indian constitution.  

4. Right to Freedom of Religion.  
5. Exceptions to Right to Freedom of Religion.  

 
Mains Link: Explain the issues surrounding the Right to Freedom of Religion in India.  
 
Link: https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/what-is-public-order-constitutional-provision-for-curbing-
freedoms-7775718/lite/.  
 

5. Fundamental duties must be enforced, says plea in Supreme Court:  
Context:  
A petition has been filed in the Supreme Court seeking the enforcement of Fundamental Duties under the 
Indian constitution through comprehensive and well-defined laws.  

● The court has asked the centre and states to respond on this matter.  
 
Need for:  
The need to enforce fundamental duties arises due to a new illegal trend of protest by protestors in the garb 
of freedom of speech and expression, by way of blocking of road and rail routes in order to compel the 
government to meet their demands.  

● This is also necessary to remind citizens that fundamental duties were as important as fundamental 
rights under the Constitution.  

Supreme Court’s judgment in the Ranganath Mishra case: The Court observed that fundamental duties should 
not only be enforced by legal sanctions but also by social sanctions. After all, rights and duties were co-
relative.  
 
Rationale behind the demand:  

● The petition referred to the Bhagwad Gita on the importance of duty. Lord Krishna guides Arjuna and 
educates him with the importance of duties in all spheres/ stages of one's life.  

● It also referred to the erstwhile Soviet Constitution where the rights and duties were placed in the 
same footing.  

● Fundamental duties instill a “profound sense of social responsibility towards the nation”. Hence, they 
have to be enforced.  

 
Impacts:  

● Enforcement of Fundamental Duties upholds and 
protects sovereignty, unity and integrity of India.  

● It also prepares citizens to defend the country and 
render national service when called upon to do so.  

● It seeks to disseminate a sense of nationalism and to 
promote the spirit of patriotism to uphold the unity 
of India after the emergence of China as a 
superpower.  

 
Fundamental Duties:  
Original constitution did not contain any provisions related 
to Fundamental Duties (FD).  

● This section was added through 42nd amendment act to the constitution of India based on the 
recommendations of Swaran Singh Committee. In 2002, another Fundamental duty was added to this 
list.  

● The idea of this section was borrowed from USSR constitution.  
● Japanese constitution is one of the other democratic nations which have a provision dealing with the 

duties of its citizens.  
● Fundamental duties like DPSP are non-justiciable.  

 
Significance of FD:  
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● They serve as a reminder to the citizens that while enjoying their rights, they should also be conscious 
of duties they owe to their country, their society and to their fellow citizens.  

● They serve as a warning against the anti-national and antisocial activitieslike burning the national flag, 
destroying public property and so on.  

● They serve as a source of inspiration for the citizens and promote a sense of discipline and 
commitment among them.  

● They create a feeling that the citizens are no mere spectators but active participants in the realization 
of national goals.  

 
Criticism of FD:  

● They are made non-justiciable in nature.  
● Important duties such tax-paying, family planning etc are not covered.  
● Vague and ambiguous provisions which are difficult to be understood by a common man.  
● Superfluous provisions since they would generally be followed even if they were not included.  
● Inclusion as an appendage to the constitution reduces the value and intent behind FD.  

 
Insta Curious: FD apply only to citizens and DO NOT EXTEND TO FOREIGNERS. Which are the other rights 
applicable to only citizens of the country?  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Swaran Singh Committee.  

2. Important Fundamental Duties.  
3. Fundamental Rights vs Duties.  
4. Amendments to Fundamental Duties.  

 
Link: https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehindu.com/news/national/sc-to-examine-plea-to-enforce-
fundamental-duties-through-laws/article65071898.ece/amp/.  
 

Topics: Separation of powers between various organs dispute redressal mechanisms and 
institutions. 

1. Contempt of Court: 
Context:  
Chief Justice of India N.V. Ramana has agreed to immediately list for hearing a petition to initiate contempt 
action against Haryana authorities for not reining in ‘hooligans’ who have created an ‘atmosphere of 
communal hatred and terror’ for worshippers offering Friday prayers in Gurugram.  
 
What's the issue?  
The petition condemned the inaction of the Haryana officials in violation of a Supreme Court judgment of 2018, 
which mandated that authorities should not be either silent spectators or tolerate communal violence and 
should use the law against hate crimes.  
 
What is Contempt? 
While the basic idea of a contempt law is to punish those who do not respect the orders of the courts, in the 
Indian context, contempt is also used to punish speech that lowers the dignity of the court and interferes with 
the administration of justice. 
 
Contempt of court can be of two kinds: 

1. Civil, that is the willful disobedience of a court order or judgment or willful breach of an undertaking 
given to a court. 

2. Criminal, that is written or spoken words or any act that scandalises the court or lowers its authority or 
prejudices or interferes with the due course of a judicial proceeding or interferes/obstructs the 
administration of justice. 

 
Relevant provisions: 

● Article 129 and 215 of the Constitution of India empowers the Supreme Court and High Court 
respectively to punish people for their respective contempt. 
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● Section 10 of The Contempt of Courts Act of 1971 defines the power of the High Court to punish 
contempts of its subordinate courts. 

● The Constitution also includes contempt of court as a reasonable restriction to the freedom of speech 
and expression under Article 19, along with elements like public order and defamation. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Powers of SC vs HCs wrt Contempt cases. 
2. Constitutional provisions in this regard. 
3. Changes brought about by Contempt of 

Courts (Amendment) Act, 2006. 
4. Civil vs Criminal contempt. 

5. Rights under Article 19. 
6. Section 10 of The Contempt of Courts Act 

of 1971 is related to? 
 
Mains Link: Discuss how contempt cases are 
handled by Supreme Court in India. 

 

2. SC to weigh between ‘national security’, judicial scrutiny:  
Context:  
The Supreme Court is all set to examine whether the Centre can expect a free pass on matters pertaining to 
national security.  
 
What's the issue?  
The question whether the state can use ‘national security’ as a ground to limit judicial scrutiny has come up for 
scrutiny in the MediaOne TV channel case.  
The government has cited national security reasons in the Kerala High Court for canceling telecast permission 
to the Malayalam news channel.  

● Recently, in its Pegasus snooping case order, the Supreme Court observed that the Centre cannot 
expect a ‘free pass’ from the courts as soon as it raises the ‘spectre of national security’.  

 
Observations made by the supreme court on this matter:  
Scope of judicial review is limited in matters involving national security. However, this does not mean that the 
state gets a free pass every time the spectre of 'national security' is raised.  
 
What harm can this cause?  
One of the major concerns raised by citizens recently is the "chilling effect" such state actions endure to have 
on free speech, especially in the media.  
 
What has the Supreme Court said in the Anuradha Basin case?  
Anuradha Bhasin case concerned Internet restrictions in Jammu and Kashmir in the backdrop of the 
abrogation of Article 370.  

● The court had ruled that any order of the state which restricts the fundamental rights of speech or 
expression should be backed by reasons.  

● The courts should be convinced that the state acted in a responsible manner and did not take away 
rights in an "implied fashion or a casual or cavalier man.  

 
Other related cases:  
In Government of India v. Cricket Association of Bengal and Shreya Singhal v. The Union of India cases, the 
court has observed that there is no dispute that freedom of speech and expression includes the right to 
disseminate information to as wide a section of the population as is possible. The wider range of circulation of 
information or its greater impact cannot restrict the content of the right nor can it justify its denial.  
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What is Judicial Review? 
Judicial review is the power of Judiciary to review any act or 
order of Legislative and Executive wings and to pronounce 
upon the constitutional validity when challenged by the 
affected person. 
 
Judicial review present in India: 

1. The power of Judicial Review comes from the 
Constitution of India itself (Articles 13, 32, 136, 142 
and 147 of the Constitution). 

2. The power of judicial review is evoked to protect and 
enforce the fundamental rights guaranteed in Part III of the Constitution. 

3. Article 13 of the Constitution prohibits the Parliament and the state legislatures from making laws that 
“may take away or abridge the fundamental rights” guaranteed to the citizens of the country. 

4. The provisions of Article 13 ensure the protection of the fundamental rights and consider any law 
“inconsistent with or in derogation of the fundamental rights” as void. 

 
Insta Curious:  
Significant role played by judiciary in nation-building:  

● In the Kesavananda Bharti case, the Court for the first time expounded on its power to review 
amendments to the constitution.  

● It was only through such an exposition that the 39th Amendment Act was struck down in the Indira 
Gandhi vs. Raj Narain case.  

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What is JR? 
2. Evolution. 

3. Articles 13, 21 and 32. 
 
Mains Link: What is Judicial Review in the Indian 
Context? Discuss. 

 
Link: https://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/sc-to-weigh-between-national-security-judicial-
scrutiny/article38390083.ece. 
 

3. PM CARES:  
Context:  
According to the latest Findings, 64 per cent of the Rs 10,990 crore collected by the PM CARES Fund between 
March 27, 2020, and March 31, 2021, remained unused as of the latter date.  

● Billed as a "dedicated fund with the primary objective of dealing with any kind of emergency and 
provide relief to the affected", PM CARES spent just Rs 3,976 crore in the first year of its operation.  

 
Issues surrounding the fund and its functioning:  
PM CARES has been under a cloud of suspicion ever since it was announced, with opposition parties demanding 
transparency over the handling of the funds.  
 
About PM-CARES:  
The Prime Minister’s Citizen Assistance and Relief in Emergency Situations (PM-CARES) Fund was set up to 
accept donations and provide relief during the Covid-19 pandemic, and other similar emergencies.  
 
PM-CARES Fund:  

● PM-CARES was set up as a public charitable trust with the trust deed registered on March 27, 2020.   
● It can avail donations from the foreign contribution and donations to fund can also avail 100% tax 

exemption.  
● PM-CARES is different from the Prime Minister’s National Relief Fund (PMNRF). 

 
Who administers the fund?  
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Prime Minister is the ex-officio Chairman of the PM CARES Fund and Minister of Defence, Minister of Home 
Affairs and Minister of Finance, Government of India are ex-officio Trustees of the Fund.  

● In 2021, the Delhi High Court was informed that the PM CARES Fund is not a Government of India 
fund and that the amount collected by it does not go to the Consolidated Fund of India.  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. What is a public account?  
2. Who administers PM CARES fund?  

3. Which organisations are exempted from 
the ambit of RTI act?  

4. What is Consolidated fund of India?  
5. What is a charitable trust?  
6. About NDRF.  

 
Mains Link: Discuss why PM CARES fund should be brought within the ambit of RTI act?  
 

4. Death Penalty:  
Context:  
The Supreme Court has made the following suggestions on the applicability and imposition of death Penalty in 
its recent judgment.  

● The judgement came in the rape and murder of a seven-year-old. The court commuted the death 
penalty of the convict to life imprisonment.  

 
What has the Supreme Court said?  

● Trial judges should not be swayed in favour of death penalty merely because of the dreadful nature of 
the crime and its harmful impact on the society. They should equally consider the mitigating factors in 
favour of life imprisonment.  

● The judgment referred to the evolution of the principles of penology. Though capital punishment 
serves as a deterrent and a "response to the society’s call for appropriate punishment in appropriate 
cases", the principles of penology have "evolved to balance the other obligations of the society, i.e., of 
preserving the human life, be it of accused, unless termination thereof is inevitable and is to serve the 
other societal causes and collective conscience of society".  

 
How should the Courts decide on capital punishment impositions? 
In the case of Bachan Singh (1980), the Supreme Court formulated a sentencing framework to be followed for 
imposing death penalty. 

● It required the weighing of aggravating and mitigating circumstances relating to both the circumstances 
of the offence and the offender, to decide whether a person should be sentenced to death or given life 
imprisonment. 

● According to the Bachan Singh judgment, for a case to be eligible for the death sentence, the 
aggravating circumstances must outweigh the mitigating circumstances. 

 
What is collective conscience?  
Collective consciousness (sometimes collective conscience or conscious) is a fundamental sociological concept 
that refers to the set of shared beliefs, ideas, attitudes, and knowledge that are common to a social group or 
society.  
 
Evolution of collective conscience:  
‘Collective conscience of society’ as a ground to justify death penalty was first used by the Supreme Court in 
the 1983 judgment of Machhi Singh v. State of Punjab. In that case, the court held that when “collective 
conscience of society is shocked, it will expect the holders of the judicial power centre to inflict death penalty”.  

● It was, however, most famously used by the top court in its 2005 judgment in the Parliament attack 
case in which it awarded capital punishment to convict, Afzal Guru.  

● Collective conscience found its most recent endorsement in the 2017 judgment of the Supreme Court 
in the December 2012 Delhi gang rape case of Mukesh v. State of NCT of Delhi.  

 
Concerns:  
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Can the courts allow any kind of public outcry, sense of conscience, sentiment or feeling to even remotely 
influence their decisions, especially when it is a case of the death sentence? This is even more relevant in the 
times that we live in, when television and social media bombard us, creating and determining opinion. 
 
Need of the hour:  
Our Constitution is based on the principle of justice for the most marginalised, disfranchised, oppressed, 
unknown, unseen and ignored. This spirit demands that law cannot rely on or be influenced by any delusionary 
sense or mood of the people. We need in judges a liberal energy and the ability to be creative human beings. 
 
Recommendations by law commission:  
The Law Commission in 2015, headed by Justice A P Shah proposed to abolish capital punishments. However, 
the commission had made the proposal only to non-terrorism cases. According to the commission, India is one 
among few countries that still carry out executions. The other countries that practice executions include Iran, 
Iraq, Saudi Arabia, China. By the end of 2014, 98 countries had abolished death penalty. 
 
Insta Curious: Penology is concerned with the effectiveness of those social processes devised and adopted for 
the prevention of crime, via the repression or inhibition of criminal intent via the fear of punishment.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Various benches of Supreme Court.  

2. Law commission- composition, objectives 
and functions.  

3. Appeals against capital punishment.  
4. President’s pardoning powers.  

 
Mains Link: What is Collective conscience? How it influences the judgments of courts? Discuss.  
 

5. Election symbols:  
Context:  
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, during an election speech in Uttar Pradesh, appeared to suggest a connection 
between the 2008 Ahmedabad blasts and the Samajwadi Party due to its election symbol, the bicycle.  
 
What's the issue?  

● Bicycles were first used as carriers of bombs in the 2006 Malegaon blasts. The perpetrators of the blast 
strapped two bombs on different bicycles and placed them in the town.  

● Around the world terrorist groups have long used bicycles to plant bombs. They are easy and cheap to 
procure anywhere in the world, and increase the impact of the blast by adding jagged metal splinters 
to the shrapnel from the explosion.  

 
Firstly, how are symbols allotted to political parties?  
As per the guidelines, to get a symbol allotted: 

1. A party/candidate has to provide a list of three symbols from the EC’s free symbols list at the time of 
filing nomination papers.  

2. Among them, one symbol is allotted to the party/candidate on a first-come-first-serve basis.  
3. When a recognised political party splits, the Election Commission takes the decision on assigning the 

symbol.  
 
Powers of Election Commission: 
The Election Symbols (Reservation and Allotment) Order, 1968 empowers the EC to recognise political parties 
and allot symbols.  

● Under Paragraph 15 of the Order, it can decide disputes among rival groups or sections of a recognised 
political party staking claim to its name and symbol.  

● The EC is also the only authority to decide issues on a dispute or a merger. The Supreme Court upheld 
its validity in Sadiq Ali and another vs. ECI in 1971.  

 
How many types of symbols are there? 
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As per the Election Symbols (Reservation and Allotment) (Amendment) Order, 2017, party symbols are either:  
1. Reserved: Eight national parties and 64 state parties across the country have “reserved” symbols.  
2. Free: The Election Commission also has a pool of nearly 200 “free” symbols that are allotted to the 

thousands of unrecognised regional parties that pop up before elections.  
 
What are the Election Commission’s powers in a dispute over the election symbol when a party splits?  
On the question of a split in a political party outside the legislature, Para 15 of the Symbols Order, 1968, 
states: “When the Commission is satisfied that there are rival sections or groups of a recognised political party 
each of whom claims to be that party the Commission may decide that one such rival section or group or none 
of such rival sections or groups is that recognised political party and the decision of the Commission shall be 
binding on all such rival sections or groups.”  

● This applies to disputes in recognised national and state parties (like the LJP, in this case). For splits in 
registered but unrecognised parties, the EC usually advises the warring factions to resolve their 
differences internally or to approach the court.  

Please note that before 1968, the EC issued notifications and executive orders under the Conduct of Election 
Rules, 1961.  
 
Insta Curious:  
Do you know the differences between a recognised National Political Party and a State Political Party? 
Reference: read this.  
 
The first recorded case of a bicycle bomb goes back to 1939, when the Irish Republican Army left a bomb in the 
basket of a bicycle that exploded, killing five people in Coventry in the United Kingdom.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Recognition of political parties. 
2. What are state parties and national 

parties? 
3. Benefits for recognized parties. 
4. Who assigns party symbols? What are the 

types? 

5. Who decides on issues related to merger of 
political parties? 

6. Article 226 is related to? 
 
Mains Link: Discuss how are symbols allotted to 
political parties? 

 
Link: https://www.google.com/amp/s/indianexpress.com/article/explained/bicycles-in-bombings-a-short-
history-7782877/lite/.  
 

Topics: Parliament and State Legislatures – structure, functioning, conduct of business, 
powers & privileges and issues arising out of these. 

1. Motion of thanks to the president:  
Context:  
The President’s speech at the start of the Budget Session usually highlights the government’s achievements 
over the past year and outlines targets and plans for the future.  

● This speech will be followed by the discussion on motion of thanks to the President’s address.  
 
What is Motion of Thanks?  
The address is followed by a motion of thanks moved in each House by ruling party MPs. During the session, 
political parties discuss the motion of thanks also suggesting amendments.  

● President’s Address and Motion of Thanks are governed by Articles 86 (1) and 87 (1) of the 
Constitution and Rules 16 to 24 of the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business in Lok Sabha.  

 
Amendments to the “Motion of Thanks”:  

● Notices of amendments to Motion of Thanks on the President’s Address can be tabled after the 
President has delivered his Address.  
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● Amendments may refer to matters contained in the Address as well as to matters, in the opinion of the 
member, the Address has failed to mention.  

● Amendments can be moved to the Motion of Thanks in such form as may be considered appropriate by 
the Speaker.  

 
Limitations:  

● Members cannot refer to matters which are not the direct responsibility of the Central Government.  
● The name of the President cannot be brought in during the debate since the Government and not the 

President is responsible for the contents of the Address.  
 
Its passage:  

● Members of Parliament vote on this motion of thanks. This motion must be passed in both of the 
houses.  

● A failure to get motion of thanks passed amounts to defeat of government and leads to collapse of 
government. This is why the Motion of Thanks is deemed to be a no-confidence motion.  

 
Insta Curious:  
Do you know what happens if the President disagrees with the text of the speech? Are they still bound to read 
it? Reference: read this.  
 
Do you know about the first Constitutional Amendment? Originally, the Constitution required the President to 
address both Houses of Parliament at the commencement of “every session”. This requirement was changed 
by the First Amendment to the Constitution.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. What is Motion of Thanks?  
2. Amendments.  
3. Its passage.  
4. Provisions governing them.  

5. About President’s address.  
6. Constitutional provisions.  
7. First Constitutional Amendment.  
8. What procedures follow the address?  
9. If the President disagrees with the text of 

the speech, are they still bound to read it?  
 
Mains Link: What is Motion of Thanks? Discuss its significance.  
 

2. How are MPs' questions allowed, disallowed?  
Context:  
Congress Whip Jairam Ramesh has raised the issue of Cabinet ministers not responding to questions in the 
Rajya Sabha claiming it to be first such incident in 70 years.  
 
MPs' right to question:  
In both Houses, elected members enjoy the right to seek information from various ministries and departments 
in the form of starred questions, unstarred questions, short notice questions and questions to private 
members.  
 
How are questions admitted?  

● Usually, MPs’ questions form a long list, which then go through a rigorous process of clearance.  
● The admissibility of questions in Rajya Sabha is governed by Rules 47-50 of the Rules of Procedure and 

Conduct of Business in the Council of States.  
● Once a question that fulfils the conditions of admissibility is received, the Secretariat sends it to the 

ministry concerned. Once the facts are received from the ministry, the question is further examined for 
admissibility.  

● A final list of questions is circulated to ministers, on the basis of which they frame their answers.  
 
What are starred, unstarred and other categories of questions?  
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STARRED QUESTION: The member desires an oral answer from the minister. Such a question is distinguished 
by the MP with an asterisk. The answer can also be followed by supplementary questions from members.  
UNSTARRED QUESTION: The MP seeks a written answer, which is deemed to be laid on the table of the House 
by the concerned minister.  
SHORT NOTICE QUESTION: These are on an urgent matter of public importance, and an oral answer is sought. 
A notice of less than 10 days is prescribed as the minimum period for asking such a question.  
QUESTION TO PRIVATE MEMBER: A question can be addressed to a private member under Rule 40 of Lok 
Sabha’s Rules of Procedure, or under Rule 48 of Rajya Sabha’s Rules, provided that the question deals with a 
subject relating to some Bill, resolution or other matter for which that member is responsible.  
 
What kind of questions can be asked?  

● In Rajya Sabha, among various norms, the question “shall be pointed, specific and confined to one 
issue only; it shall not bring in any name or statement not strictly necessary to make the question 
intelligible; if it contains a statement the member shall make himself responsible for the accuracy of 
the statement; it shall not contain arguments, inferences, ironical expressions, imputations, epithets or 
defamatory statements”.  

● In Lok Sabha, questions that are not admitted include: those that are repetitive or have been answered 
previously; and matters that are pending for judgment before any court of law or under consideration 
before a Parliamentary Committee.  

 
Insta Curious: In both Houses, the first hour of every sitting is usually devoted to asking and answering of 
questions, and this is referred to as the ‘Question Hour’.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. What is question hour?  
2. What is zero hour?  
3. What are starred questions?  

4. What are unstarred questions?  
 
Mains Link: Discuss the significance of Zero hour in 
parliament.  

 

3. Privilege Motion:  
Context:  
Four Telangana Rashtra Samithi (TRS) members in the Rajya Sabha have submitted a Privilege Motion against 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi regarding his February 8 remarks in the Upper House about the Andhra Pradesh 
Reorganisation Bill.  
 
What's the issue?  
Mr. Modi, during his Motion of Thanks to the President’s address, had questioned the parliamentary process 
adopted for the bifurcation of Andhra Pradesh into the States of Telangana and Andhra in 2014, adding that 
doors were shut, pepper sprays were used and mikes were switched off to pass the legislation.  
Issues raised by members:  

● Mr. Modi's statement attempts to show the Parliament Houses in the most bad and contemptuous 
manner, denigrating and demeaning the procedures and proceedings of the House and its functioning.  

● It amounted to finding fault with the Members of Parliament and the Presiding Officers for their 
conduct in the house.  

● Even the decision of the Presiding Officer, to close the doors of the House to prevent the spread of 
disorder or mischief of a handful few Members, is brought under question.  

This amounts to a contempt of the House, raising the issue of its Privilege.  
 
What are Parliamentary Privileges?  
Parliamentary Privileges are certain rights and immunities enjoyed by members of Parliament, individually and 
collectively, so that they can “effectively discharge their functions”.  

1. Article 105 of the Constitution expressly mentions two privileges, that is, freedom of speech in 
Parliament and right of publication of its proceedings.  
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2. Apart from the privileges as specified in the Constitution, the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908, provides 
for freedom from arrest and detention of members under civil process during the continuance of the 
meeting of the House or of a committee thereof and forty days before its commencement and forty 
days after its conclusion.  

 
Motion against breaches:  
When any of these rights and immunities are disregarded, the offence is called a breach of privilege and is 
punishable under law of Parliament.  

● A notice is moved in the form of a motion by any member of either House against those being held 
guilty of breach of privilege.  

 
Role of the Speaker/Rajya Sabha (RS) Chairperson:  
The Speaker/RS chairperson is the first level of scrutiny of a privilege motion. 
The Speaker/Chair can decide on the privilege motion himself or herself or refer it to the privileges committee 
of Parliament.  

● If the Speaker/Chair gives consent under relevant rules, the member concerned is given an opportunity 
to make a short statement.  

 
Applicability:  

1. The Constitution also extends the parliamentary privileges to those persons who are entitled to 
speak and take part in the proceedings of a House of Parliament or any of its committees. These 
include the Attorney General of India.  

2. The parliamentary privileges do not extend to the President who is also an integral part of the 
Parliament. Article 361 of the Constitution provides for privileges for the President.  

 
Insta Curious: Are these Parliamentary Privileges defined under law ? Read Here  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Which provisions of the Constitution protect the privileges of the legislature?  
2. What is the procedure to be followed in cases of alleged breach of the legislature’s privilege?  
3. Composition and functions of Privileges Committees in Parliament and State Legislatures.  
4. What is the punishment for an individual who is found guilty of breaching the legislature’s privilege?  
5. Can the Courts intervene in matters involving breach of privileges of state legislatures?  

 
Mains Link: What do you understand by legislative privileges? Discuss the problem of legislative privileges as 
seen in India time to time.  
 
Link: https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehindu.com/news/national/trs-mps-move-privilege-motion-
against-pm-modi-over-comments-on-telangana-formation/article38406456.ece/amp/.  
 

Topics: Salient features of the Representation of People’s Act. 

1. Common electoral roll and simultaneous poll:  
Context:  
The Centre has clarified that it is not planning on amending the Representation of the People Act, 1951 to 
enable a common electoral roll and simultaneous elections to all electoral bodies in the country.  

● This is because many concerns have been expressed against them and there has been no consensus yet 
on the matter.  

 
Background:  
While the Centre may not be planning to amend the Representation of the People Act, it has held meetings 
with various stakeholders, including the EC, on the possibility of States adopting the same electoral roll for local 
body polls. Prime Minister Narendra Modi has spoken in favour of “one nation, one election” many times.  
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What is 'One Nation, One Election'? 
It refers to holding elections to Lok Sabha, State Legislative Assemblies, Panchayats and Urban local bodies 
simultaneously, once in five year. 
 
But, what are the challenges posed by frequent elections? 

1. Massive expenditure. 
2. Policy paralysis that results from the imposition of the Model Code of Conduct during election time. 
3. Impact on delivery of essential services. 
4. Burden on crucial manpower that is deployed during election time. 
5. Puts pressure on political parties, especially smaller ones, as elections are becoming increasingly 

expensive. 
 
Benefits of Simultaneous Elections: 

● Governance and consistency: The ruling parties will be able to focus on legislation and governance 
rather than having to be in campaign mode forever. 

● Reduced Expenditure of Money and Administration. 
● Continuity in policies and programmes. 
● Efficiency of Governance: Populist measures by governments will reduce. 
● The impact of black money on the voters will be reduced as all elections are held at a time. 

 
Impact on Regional parties: 
There is always a tendency for voters to vote the same party in power in the state and at the Centre in case the 
Lok Sabha polls and the state elections are held together. 
 
For simultaneous elections to be implemented, Changes to be made in Constitution and Legislations: 

1. Article 83 which deals with the duration of Houses of Parliament need an amendment. 
2. Article 85 (on dissolution of Lok Sabha by the president). 
3. Article 172 (relating to the duration of state legislatures). 

 
The Representation of People Act, 1951 Act would have to be amended to build in provisions for stability of 
tenure for both parliament and assemblies. This should include the following crucial elements: 

1. Restructuring the powers and functions of the ECI to facilitate procedures required for simultaneous 
elections 

2. A definition of simultaneous election can be added to section 2 of the 1951 act. 
 
What is the Common Electoral Roll?  
Under the Common Electoral Roll, only one voter list will be used for Lok Sabha, Vidhan Sabha and other 
elections.  
 
How many types of electoral rolls do we have in our country and why the distinction?  
In many states, the voters’ list for the panchayat and municipality elections is different from the one used for 
Parliament and Assembly elections.  

● The distinction stems from the fact that the supervision and conduct of elections in our country are 
entrusted with two constitutional authorities — the Election Commission (EC) of India and the State 
Election Commissions (SECs).  

 
Significance:  

● The preparation of a separate voters list causes duplication of the effort and the expenditure.  
● Therefore, a common electoral roll and simultaneous elections as a way to save an enormous amount 

of effort and expenditure.  
 
Insta Curious: Did you know that the issue of common electoral roll had been on the discussion table since 
2002 when Justice M N Venkatachaliah headed the National Commission to Review theWorking of the 
Constitution recommended a common electoral roll for elections to panchayati raj institutions, state assembly 
and Parliament?  
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InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Right to vote- is it a constitutional right?  
2. Voting rights during the colonial rule- brief 

events.  
3. What is postal ballot?  

4. ECI- composition and key functions.  
5. What is a secret ballot?  
6. What is Aadhar Number?  

 
Mains Link: Discuss the need for and significance of 
One Nation One Voter ID.  

 
Link: https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehindu.com/news/national/no-amendment-planned-for-
common-electoral-roll-simultaneous-poll-centre/article38371571.ece/amp/.  
 

Topics: Appointment to various Constitutional posts, powers, functions and responsibilities 
of various Constitutional Bodies. 

1. Kerala’s proposal to limit Lokayukta’s powers:  
Context:  
The Kerala government has proposed to amend the Kerala Lok Ayukta Act with an ordinance.  

● This move has drawn criticism from the opposition.  
 
Changes proposed:  
The government can “either accept or reject the verdict of the Lokayukta, after giving an opportunity of being 
heard”.  

● Currently, under Section 14 of the Act, a public servant is required to vacate office if directed by the 
Lokayukta.  

The amendments are being opposed for two reasons:  
1. The changes are proposed through an ordinance and hence there was no proper discussions on the 

matter.  
2. It violates the fundamental spirit of the central Lokpal and Lokayuktas Act, 2013.  

 
Who is a Lokayukta?  
The central Lokpal and Lokayuktas Act, 2013 was notified on January 1, 2014.  
Lokayuktas are the state equivalents of the central Lokpal.  

● Originally, the central legislation was envisaged to make a Lokayukta in each state mandatory.  
● However, after opposition, the law then created a mere framework, leaving it to the states to decide 

the specifics.  
Given that states have autonomy to frame their own laws, the Lokayukta’s powers vary from state to state on 
various aspects, such as tenure, and need of sanction to prosecute officials.  
 
Who is a Lokpal?  
The Act provides for establishing a Lokpal headed by a Chairperson (who is or has been a Chief Justice of India, 
or is or has been a judge of the Supreme Court, or an eminent person who fulfils eligibility criteria as specified).  
Members: Of its other members, not exceeding eight, 50% are to be judicial members, provided that not less 
than 50% belong to the SCs, STs, OBCs, minorities, or are women.  
Roles and functions: The Lokpal and Lokayukta are to deal with complaints against public servants, a definition 
that includes the Lokpal chairperson and members.  

● The Lokpal was appointed in March 2019 and it started functioning since March 2020 when its rules 
were framed.  

● The Lokpal is at present headed by former Supreme Court Justice Pinaki Chandra Ghose.  
 
Why do we need such institutions?  

● Maladministration is like a termite which slowly erodes the foundation of a nation and hinders 
administration from completing its task.  

● Corruption is the root cause of this problem. Most of the anti-corruption agencies are hardly 
independent. Even Supreme Court has been termed CBI as a “caged parrot” and “its master’s voice”.  

● Many of these agencies are advisory bodies without any effective powers and their advice is rarely 
followed.  
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● There is also the problem of internal transparency and accountability. Moreover, there is not any 
separate and effective mechanism to put checks on these agencies. 

In this context, an independent institution of Lokpal has been a landmark move in the history of Indian polity 
which offered a solution to the never-ending menace of corruption.  
 
Insta Curious: Did you know that when the 2013 Act was passed, Lokayuktas were already functioning in some 
states — including in Madhya Pradesh and Karnataka?  
 
Who is a director of inquiry according to the Lokpal and Lokayuktas Act, 2013? Reference: read this.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Which states have not appointed 
Lokayukta?  

2. Which was the first state in India to have 
the office of Lokayukta?  

3. Who appoints Lokayukta?  
4. Powers and functions.  
5. Eligibility. 
6. Overview of the Lokpal and Lokayukta Act, 

2013.  

 
Link: https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-keralas-proposal-to-limit-lokayuktas-powers-and-
laws-in-other-states-7750392/.  
 

2. Kerala Governor signs Lok Ayukta ordinance:  
Context:  
The Kerala governor has signed the ordinance proposing amendments to the Kerala Lok Ayukta Act, 1999, 
that makes the agency’s orders not binding on the government.  
 
Amendments to the Kerala Lok Ayukta Act, 1999:  

● The government can “either accept or reject the verdict of the Lokayukta, after giving an opportunity of 
being heard”.  

● Currently, under Section 14 of the Act, a public servant is required to vacate office if directed by the 
Lokayukta.  

 
The amendments are being opposed for two reasons:  

● The changes are proposed through an ordinance and hence there was no proper discussions on the 
matter.  

● It violates the fundamental spirit of the central Lokpal and Lokayuktas Act, 2013.  
 
For reference on Who is a Lokayukta? What is Lokayukta act, please go through this article.  
 
Ordinance making power:  

● The ordinance making power is the most important legislative power of the President and the 
Governor. It has been vested in them to deal with unforeseen or urgent situations.  

● Article 123 of the Constitution grants the President certain law-making powers to promulgate 
ordinances during the recess of Parliament.  

● These ordinances have the same force and effect as an Act of Parliament but are in the nature of 
temporary laws.  

● Likewise, the Governor of a state can issue ordinances under Article 213 of the Constitution, when the 
state legislative assembly (or either of the two Houses in states with bicameral legislatures) is not in 
session.  

● The Constitution permits the central and State governments to make laws when Parliament (or the 
State Legislature) is not in session.  

 
How long will it be in force?  
The Constitution states that the ordinance will lapse at the end of six weeks from the time Parliament (or the 
State Legislature) next meets.  
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Concerns associated with the ordinance route:  
● Whereas an ordinance was originally conceived as an emergency provision, it was used fairly 

regularly. In the 1950s, central ordinances were issued at an average of 7.1 per year. The last couple of 
years has seen a spike, 16 in 2019 and 15 in 2020.  

● Repromulgation: A five-judge Constitution Bench of the Supreme Court, in 1986, ruled that 
repromulgation of ordinances was contrary to the Constitutional scheme.  

 
Judicial Safeguards to avoid re-promulgation of ordinances:  

● The Supreme Court in RC Cooper vs. Union of India (1970) held that the President’s decision to 
promulgate ordinance could be challenged on the grounds that ‘immediate action’ was not required, 
and the ordinance had been issued primarily to bypass debate and discussion in the legislature.  

● It was argued in DC Wadhwa vs. the State of Bihar (1987) that the legislative power of the executive to 
promulgate ordinances is to be used in exceptional circumstances and not as a substitute for the law-
making power of the legislature.  

● The Supreme Court in Krishna Kumar Singh v. the State of Bihar held that the authority to issue 
ordinances is not an absolute entrustment, but is “conditional upon satisfaction that circumstances 
exist rendering it necessary to take immediate action”.  

 
Insta Curious: The 44th Constitutional Amendment has reiterated that the satisfaction of the President to 
promulgate ordinance could be challenged in case an ‘immediate action’ was not required.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Article 123.  
2. Article 213.  
3. Ordinance making powers.  
4. Powers of a Governor.  

5. Repromulgation of Ordinances.  
6. Supreme Court judgments related to 

Ordinance making power.  
 
Mains Link: Discuss the concerns associated with 
ordinances and their repromulgation.  

 
Topics: Statutory, regulatory and various quasi-judicial bodies. 

1. Tribunal Reforms Act of 2021:  
Context:  
The Supreme Court has observed that the government's move to introduce a statute last year on key 
tribunals, that too, merely days after the court struck down an identical law, may amount to dishonouring its 
judgment.  
 
What's the issue?  
The Tribunal Reforms Act of 2021 has been challenged in the court.  

● The petitioners argue that the law raises a serious threat to judicial independence by giving the 
government wide powers regarding appointments, service conditions, salaries etc., of members of key 
tribunals.  

● The petitioners have argued that the Act was introduced in the Lok Sabha just days after the Supreme 
Court struck down the Tribunal Reforms (Rationalisation and Conditions of Service) Ordinance of 
2021. The Act brought back the very same provisions in the ordinance which were struck down by the 
Supreme Court.  

 
Controversial provisions:  
The Tribunal Reforms Act, 2021 was passed in both houses last year. The law has triggered a fresh stand-off 
between the legislature and the judiciary over the powers of and limitations on law making.  

1. As per the Act, the minimum age criterion is 50 years for appointment of advocates as members of 
tribunals and the tenure is four-years.  

The court found the caps arbitrary. But, the government has argued that the move will bring in a specialised 
talent pool of advocates to pick from.  

2. Section 3(1), Sections 3(7), 5 and 7(1) ultra-vires Articles 14, 21 and 50 of the Constitution.  
Section 3 (1) bars appointments to tribunals of persons below 50 years of age. This undermines the 
length/security of tenure and violates both judicial independence and the principle of separation of powers.  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://www.insightsonindia.com/tag/tribunals-reforms-rationalisation-and-conditions-of-service-ordinance-2021/&ved=2ahUKEwjF0tGggZr2AhXRS2wGHThDB14QFnoECAoQAQ&usg=AOvVaw00ZXLDpnrwZj-4Y-y_qq_L
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://www.insightsonindia.com/tag/tribunals-reforms-rationalisation-and-conditions-of-service-ordinance-2021/&ved=2ahUKEwjF0tGggZr2AhXRS2wGHThDB14QFnoECAoQAQ&usg=AOvVaw00ZXLDpnrwZj-4Y-y_qq_L
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2021/08/04/tribunals-reforms-rationalisation-and-conditions-of-service-bill-2021/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2021/08/04/tribunals-reforms-rationalisation-and-conditions-of-service-bill-2021/


 

www.insightsonindia.com       30  InsightsIAS 

Section 3(7) of the impugned Act which mandates the recommendation of a panel of two names by the search-
cum selection committee to the Central Government, violates the principles of separation of powers and 
judicial independence.  
 
Highlights of Tribunals Reforms (Rationalisation and Conditions of Service) Act, 2021:  

● The law seeks to provide for uniform terms and conditions of the various members of the Tribunal 
and abolish certain tribunals, as a part of its bid to rationalize the tribunals.  

 
Key changes:  

● It seeks to dissolve certain existing appellate bodies and transfer their functions to other existing 
judicial bodies.  

● It seeks to empower the Central Government to make rules for qualifications, appointment, term of 
office, salaries and allowances, resignation, removal and other terms and conditions of service of 
Members of Tribunals.  

● It provides that the Chairperson and Members of the Tribunals will be appointed by the Central 
Government on the recommendation of a Search-cum-Selection Committee.  

● It also provides the composition of the Committee, to be headed by the Chief Justice of India or a 
Judge of the Supreme Court nominated by him.  

● For state tribunals, there will be a separate search committee.  
● The Union government has to 'preferably' decide on the recommendations of the search-cum 

selection committee within 3 months of the date of the recommendation.  
● Tenure: Chairperson of a Tribunal shall hold office for a term of 4 years or till he attains the age of 70 

years, whichever is earlier. Other Members of a Tribunal shall hold office for a term of 4 years or till he 
attains the age of 67 years, whichever is earlier.  

 
Abolition of Appellate Tribunals:  
Film Certification Appellate Tribunal, Airports Appellate Tribunal, Authority for Advance Rulings, Intellectual 
Property Appellate Board and the Plant Varieties Protection Appellate Tribunal are the five tribunals which are 
sought to be abolished by the Act and their functions are to be transferred to the existing judicial bodies.  
 
What had the Court ruled and what are the key Issues with the law?  
The Supreme Court in the case of Madras Bar Association v. Union of India had struck down the provisions 
requiring a minimum age for appointment as chairperson or members as 50 years and prescribing the tenure of 
four years.  

● It held that such conditions are violative of the principles of separation of powers, independence of 
judiciary, rule of law and Article 14 of the Constitution of India.  

Issues:  
The new law has sought to undo the judgment of the Apex Court wrt to the following provisions:  

1. The minimum age requirement of 50 years still finds a place in the law.  
2. The tenure for the Chairperson and the members of the tribunal remains four years.  
3. The recommendation of two names for each post by the Search-cum-Selection Committee and 

requiring the decision to be taken by the government preferably within three months.  
 
Insta Curious: Do you know the differences between Tribunals and Courts? Reference: read this.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. What are tribunals?  

2. Constitutional provisions in this regard.  
3. Composition and functions.  
4. Overview of the latest ordinance.  

 
Mains Link: Are tribunals a panacea for judicial efficiency? Does tribunalisation of justice undermine the 
principles set in our constitution? Examine.  
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Topics: Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and issues 
arising out of their design and implementation. 

1. Amendments to Criminal Laws:  
Context:  
The Government has informed the Rajya Sabha that it has started the process of comprehensive amendments 
to criminal laws.  

● This information was given in Lok Sabha by the Government in response to a question on marital rape 
(on whether the Centre had taken a position on inclusion of marital rape as an offence under the 
Indian Penal Code).  

 
Criminalisation of marital rape:  
Please note that the Delhi High Court is hearing a clutch of petitions seeking criminalisation of marital rape.  

● The Centre has already sought more time to formulate its stand on the ground that the issue needed 
wider consultations.  

● The petitions have sought striking down exception to Section 375 of the IPC, which says forceful sexual 
intercourse or sexual acts by a man with his own wife is not rape.  

 
Section 375 of the Indian Penal Code:  
It exempts forceful sexual intercourse by a man with his own wife from the offence of rape, provided the wife 
is above 15 years of age, also known as the “marital rape exception”.  
 
NFHS Findings:  

● 7% of ever-married women experienced spousal sexual violence.  
● Among ever-married women aged 15-49 who have ever experienced sexual violence, 83% report their 

current husband and 9% report a former husband as perpetrators.  
 
What's the issue now wet marital rape exception?  
Though the government has said on multiple occasions that criminalising marital rape will threaten the 
institution of marriage, experts say recent judgments, including on the right to privacy, have rendered this 
argument untenable.  
 
Recent judgments that question the government’s stand on this:  

● Independent Thought vs. Union of India verdict of October 2017, in which the Supreme Court 
criminalised rape with a minor wife.  

● The Justice K.S. Puttaswamy vs. Union of India (September 2018) case, where the apex court 
unanimously recognised the fundamental right to privacy of every individual guaranteed by the 
Constitution.  

● The Joseph Shine vs. Union of India case of October 2018, where a five-judge Bench of the SC struck 
down adultery as a crime.  

 
Recourse available to the victims of marital rape:  
Victims only have recourse to civil remedies provided under the Protection of Women from Domestic Violence 
Act, 2005.  
 
Criminalisation of Marital Rape is necessary because:  

1. There are several studies to show the prevalence of non-consensual sex with their wives, and physically 
forcing their wives to have sex.  

2. Marriage is an equal-relationship contract and not a one-time consent to everything.  
3. The legal exception to the rape laws gives men unequal privilege.  
4. Marital rape victims suffer from long-lasting psychological scars.  
5. Exception under Section 375, violates Articles 14, 15, 19 and 21 of a woman.  
6. The patriarchal nature of Indian society, ingrains it in the minds of men that women are expected to 

comply when their husbands demand sex.  
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7. The victim suffers physical abuse, and she also has to undergo mental trauma of her dignity being 
violated.  

 
Cons of criminalizing marital rape:  

● It “may destabilise the institution of marriage apart from being an easy tool for harassing the 
husbands”.  

● “Rising misuse of Section 498A of IPC”, known as the dowry law, “for harassing the husbands”.  
● Other countries, mostly western, have criminalised marital rape does not necessarily mean India 

should also follow them blindly. 
● Law Commission on Review of Rape Laws has examined the issue but not recommended the 

criminalisation of marital rape.  
● What may appear to be marital rape to an individual wife, it may not appear so to others. 
● There can be no lasting evidence in case of sexual acts between a man and his own wife.  

 
Committee For Reform In Criminal Law:  
The Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) has constituted a national level committee for reform in criminal law.  

● The committee has been constituted under Ranbir Singh and several other members.  
● The committee would be 

gathering opinions online by 
consulting with experts and 
collating material for their report 
to the government.  

 
Previous committees:  
Madhav Menon Committee: It submitted 
its report in 2007, suggesting various 
recommendations on reforms in the 
Criminal Justice System of India (CJSI).  
Malimath Committee Report: It 
submitted its report in 2003 on the 
Criminal Justice System of India (CJSI).  
 
Insta Curious: Did you know that the 2013 
J.S. Verma Committee, formed in the aftermath of Nirbhaya gangrape, recommended making marital rape a 
crime? Know other recommendations of this committee here.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Malimath Committee is associated with?  
2. Criminal law under 7th schedule of the 

constitution.  
3. Who codified criminal laws in India?  
4. Controversial IPC laws.  

5. Ranbir Singh Committee was recently 
constituted for?  

6. Marital Rape.  
 
Mains Link: Write a note on criminal justice 
reforms in India.  

 
Link: https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehindu.com/news/national/not-advisable-to-condemn-every-
man-as-rapist-women-and-child-development-minister/article38364656.ece/amp/.  
 

2. Ken-Betwa link project:  
Context:  
Even as the union Cabinet cleared the Rs 44,605-crore Ken-Betwa link project (KBLP) in December 2021 with a 
eight-year deadline for completion, the project does not have the clearances to start work as yet.  
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Why? What are the challenges?  
2016-2017: KBLP got wildlife, environment and preliminary 
forest clearances on condition that no units of the proposed 
78-MW powerhouse would be constructed in “the forest area 
to avoid constant disturbance in the Panna” tiger reserve. But 
KBLP is yet to submit a modified project plan of relocated 
power stations for fresh environment clearance.  
2018-2019: Hearing a petition against KBLP’s wildlife 
clearance, the Supreme Court asked its Central Empowered 
Committee (CEC) to investigate the issue. The CEC 
recommended an examination of alternatives to meet 
irrigation and poverty alleviation targets set by specialised 
agencies, and a thorough study of KBLP’s impact on Panna, 
before approving the project. The Supreme Court is yet to 
decide on the matter.  
2018-2021: Ministry of Jal Shakti repeatedly told the 
Environment Ministry that Madhya Pradesh could not find 
only 42.06 sq km revenue land for Panna tiger reserve instead 
of 60.17 sq km — a key precondition for KBLP’s final forest 
clearance.  
 
Why was the Project being opposed?  
The Ken-Betwa river interlinking project will lead to the submergence of a major portion of the core area of 
the Panna Tiger Reserve in Madhya Pradesh, triggering a major loss of the tiger and its major prey species 
such as chital and sambar, according to a new study.  

● The project may incur an estimated loss of 58.03 square kilometres (10.07 per cent) of critical tiger 
habitat (CTH) in the reserve.  

● There will be an indirect loss of 105.23 sq km of CTH because of habitat fragmentation and loss of 
connectivity due to submergence, the study.  

● The total area submerged would be 86.50 sq km, of which 57.21 sq km lies within Panna Tiger Reserve. 
This will account for 65.50 per cent of total submergence.  

● The area that will be submerged due to the KBRIL Project has a rich floral density and diversity. 
Ungulates such as sambar, chital, blue bull and wild boar are found here.  

 
Funding:  
The Union Cabinet has approved the funding and implementation of the Ken-Betwa river interlinking project 
at a cost of ₹44,605 crore at the 2020-21 price level.  

● The Centre would fund ₹39,317 crore for the project, with ₹36,290 crore as a grant and ₹3,027 crore as 
a loan.  

 
About the Project:  
The project involves transferring of 
water from the Ken river to the Betwa 
river through the construction of 
Daudhan dam and a canal linking the 
two rivers, the Lower Orr Project, Kotha 
Barrage and the Bina Complex 
Multipurpose Project.  
 
Significance of the Project:  

● The project is slated to irrigate 
10.62 lakh hectares annually, 
provide drinking water supply to 
62 lakh people and generate 103 
MW of hydropower and 27 MW of solar power.  
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● The project will be of immense benefit to the water-starved Bundelkhand region, spread across 
Madhya Pradesh and Uttar Pradesh.  

● The project is expected to boost socio-economic prosperity in the backward Bundelkhand region on 
account of increased agricultural activities and employment generation.  

● It would also help in arresting distress migration from this region.  
 
Benefits of interlinking:  

1. Enhances water and food security.  
2. Proper utilisation of water.  
3. Boost to agriculture.  
4. Disaster mitigation.  
5. Boost to transportation.  

 
Key facts:  

● Ken and Betwa rivers originate in MP and are the tributaries of Yamuna.  
● Ken meets with Yamuna in Banda district of UP and with Betwa in Hamirpur district of UP.  
● Rajghat, Paricha and Matatila dams are over Betwa river.  
● Ken River passes through Panna tiger reserve.  

 
Insta Curious: Do you know about the National Perspective Plan for interlinking of rivers? Reference: read this.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About the Project.  
2. Ken and Betwa- tributaries and basin 

states.  

3. About Panna Tiger Reserve.  
4. Biosphere Reserves in India.  

 
Mains Link: Discuss the significance of the project.  

 

3. I&B Ministry’s powers to regulate content on TV, other platforms:  
Context:  
On January 31, the Information and Broadcasting Ministry barred the transmission of Malayalam news 
channel Media One citing 'security reasons'.  

● Hours later, the Kerala High Court granted a stay, allowing the channel to continue functioning.  
 
In which sectors can the I&B Ministry regulate content?  
Till 2021: TV channels, newspapers and magazines, movies in theatres and on TV, and the radio — barring the 
internet.  
Post the implementation of Information Technology (Intermediary Guidelines and Digital Media Ethics Code) 
Rules, 2021: Regulatory powers extended over internet content too, especially on digital news platforms and 
OTT platforms such as Netflix, Amazon Prime or Hotstar.  
 
How does the ministry exercise its powers?  

● Through Cable TV network rules: The Information and Broadcasting Ministry, in 2021, amended the 
Cable Television Network Rules, 1994 regulating Cable TV networks, providing for a “statutory” 
mechanism for complaints raised by citizens regarding any content broadcast.  

● The Electronic Media Monitoring Cell: It tracks channels for any violations of the programming and 
advertising codes mentioned in the Cable TV Network Rules, 1994. Violation can lead to revocation of a 
channel’s uplinking licence (for sending content to a satellite) or downlinking licence.  

 
Overview of Cable Television Networks (Amendment) Rules, 2021:  

1. It provides for a three-level grievance redressal mechanism — self-regulation by broadcasters, self-
regulation by the self-regulating bodies of the broadcasters, and oversight by an Inter-Departmental 
Committee at the level of the Union government.  

 
Procedure for grievance redressal:  

1. A viewer can file a complaint directly to the broadcaster, who will have to respond within 15 days.  
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2. If the complainant is not satisfied with the response, the complaint can be escalated to the self-
regulating bodies set up by TV channels, which should deal with the case in 60 days.  

3. If the complainant is not satisfied with the decision of the self-regulating body, he may, within 15 days 
of such decision, prefer an appeal to the Central Government for its consideration under the Oversight 
Mechanism.  

4. Such appeals will be dealt with by the Inter-Departmental Committee set up under the Oversight 
Mechanism.  

 
Composition of the committee:  
The committee will be headed by the Additional Secretary in the Ministry of Information and Broadcasting, and 
have members from various ministries.  
 
Powers of the committee:  

1. Recommend the Centre to advise, issue a warning, censure, admonish or reprimand a broadcaster, or 
seek an apology.  

2. Ask the broadcaster to include a warning card or a disclaimer, or to delete or modify content, or take 
the channel or a programme off-air for a specified time period, where it is satisfied that such action is 
warranted.  

 
Present Grievance redressal mechanism:  
At present, there is an institutional mechanism by way of an Inter-Ministerial Committee to address the 
grievances of citizens relating to the violation of the Programme/Advertising Codes under the Rules, but it does 
not have statutory backing.  
 
Significance of the new rules:  

1. It paves the way “for a strong institutional system for redressing grievances.  
2. It places accountability and responsibility on the broadcasters and their self-regulating bodies.  

 
About the Cable Television Networks (Regulation) Act, 1995:  

1. The law prescribes imprisonment up to two years or fine up to ₹1,000 or both for the first offence, 
and imprisonment up to five years and with fine up to ₹5,000 if any media governed under the CTN Act 
violates the provisions and the “Programme Code”.  

2. The code, which contains an elaborate list of don’ts for cable TV channels, states that no programme 
should be aired that contains anything obscene, defamatory, false, and suggests innuendos and half-
truths.  

 
What kind of content is not allowed?  
There are no specific laws on content allowed or prohibited in print and electronic media, radio, films or OTT 
platforms.  

● The content on any of these platforms has to follow the free speech rules of the country. Article 19(1) 
of the Constitution, while protecting the freedom of speech, also lists certain “reasonable restrictions” 
including content related to the security of the state, friendly relationship with foreign states, public 
order, decency and morality etc.  

 
Insta Curious:  

1. Did you know about the Indian Broadcasting Foundation (IBF)? Read Here (briefly)  
2. Does IBF also cover Digital streaming platforms? Read Here      

 
InstaLinks:  

1. About the Cable Television Networks 
(Regulation) Act, 1995.  

2. Latest amendments.  
3. Composition of the Inter-Departmental 

Committee.  

4. Functions of the committee.  
 
Mains Link: Discuss the need for and significance of 
the latest amendments.  
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Link: https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-ib-ministrys-powers-to-regulate-content-on-tv-
other-platforms-7761547/lite/.  
 

4. What are detention centres for foreigners?  
Context:  
The Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) recently informed the Rajya Sabha that it does not maintain a centralised 
data on the total number of detention centres in the country, as powers have been delegated to the State 
governments “to make necessary arrangements for detention centres/camps as per their requirement.”  
 
What are detention centres?  
They are places designated to keep illegal migrants (people who have entered a country without necessary 
documents) once they are detected by the authorities till the time their nationality is confirmed and they are 
deported to the country of their origin.  

● Detention centres were set up in Assam after the Union government authorized the state to do so 
under the provisions of the Foreigners’ Act, 1946 and the Foreigners Order, 1948.  

 
Foreigners Act, 1946:  
It replaced the Foreigners Act, 1940 conferring wide powers to deal with all foreigners.  
The act empowered the government to take such steps as are necessary to prevent illegal migrants including 
the use of force.  
The concept of ‘burden of proof’ lies with the person, and not with the authorities.  

● The act originally empowered the government to establish tribunals which would have powers similar 
to those of a civil court.  

● Amendments (2019) to the Foreigners (Tribunals) Order, 1964 empowered even district magistrates in 
all States and Union Territories to set up tribunals to decide whether a person staying illegally in India is 
a foreigner or not.  

 
Who is a declared foreigner?  
A declared foreigner, or DF, is a person marked by Foreigners’ Tribunal (FT) for allegedly failing to prove their 
citizenship after the State police’s Border wing marks him or her as an illegal immigrant.  

● People adjudged non-citizens are sent to detention centres.  
● Such people are tried after the Assam police’s Border wing serve them notice on suspicion of being 

foreigners.  
 
What is a Foreigners tribunal? 
Foreigners’ Tribunals are quasi-judicial bodies established as per the Foreigners’ Tribunal Order, 1964 and the 
Foreigners’ Act, 1946.  
Composition: Advocates not below the age of 35 years of age with at least 7 years of practice (or) Retired 
Judicial Officers from the Assam Judicial Service (or) Retired IAS of ACS Officers (not below the rank of 
Secretary/Addl. Secretary) having experience in quasi-judicial works.  
 
Who can setup these tribunals?  
The Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) has amended the Foreigners (Tribunals) Order, 1964, and has empowered 
district magistrates in all States and Union Territories to set up tribunals (quasi-judicial bodies) to decide 
whether a person staying illegally in India is a foreigner or not.  

● Earlier, the powers to constitute tribunals were vested only with the Centre.  
 
Who can approach?  
The amended order (Foreigners (Tribunal) Order, 2019) also empowers individuals to approach the Tribunals.  

● Earlier, only the State administration could move the Tribunal against a suspect.  
 
Insta Curious:  
Which other states have Detention Centres apart from Assam? Reference: read this.  
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Did you know that Assam’s detention centres for foreigners and those declared such by specific tribunals have 
been renamed as transit camps in 2021?  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Illegal Migrants (Determination by Tribunal) (IMDT) Act vs Foreigners Tribunal (Order) 1964. 
2. Burden of proof under this order. 
3. Powers to approach the tribunal and kind of cases to be decided by the tribunal. 
4. Composition of the tribunal. 
5. Refugee vs illegal Migrants. 
6. Fundamental Rights available for Foreigners and other constitutional provisions wrt to Foreigners. 
7. Human Rights vs Fundamental Rights.  

 
Mains Link: Discuss briefly the laws that are in place to tackle illegal non-citizens in the country. Why was the 
Foreigners (Tribunals) Order, 1964 amended? Explain. 
 
Link: https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/no-centralised-data-on-detention-centres-says-mha-in-
rs/article38402593.ece/amp/.  
 

5. Mekedatu issue:  
Context:  
Tamil Nadu has rejected the idea for an exclusive discussion by the Cauvery Water Management Authority 
(CWMA) on the Mekedatu Balancing Reservoir-cum-Drinking Water Project proposed by Karnataka.  

● Tamil Nadu reiterated its position that there should be no discussion on the subject, which was sub 
judice.  

 
What's the issue? Why is the project delayed?   
Tamil Nadu has protested against Karnataka's move to build a 
reservoir on river Cauvery at Mekedatu. It is “not acceptable” to the 
state that Karnataka wants to utilise 4.75 tmc as drinking water 
from a reservoir with a storage capacity of 67tmc ft.  

● However, the Karnataka Government has asserted that 
there is no "compromise" on the Mekedatu project and the 
state wants to undertake the project.  

 
Water sharing between Karnataka and Tamil Nadu:  
Karnataka is supposed to release Cauvery water from three sources:  

1. One being the water flowing in the areas downstream River Kabini, catchment areas of 
Krishnarajasagar reservoir, the sub-basins of Shimsha, Arkavathi, and Suvarnavathi rivers, and the 
water from minor rivers.  

2. Secondly, water is released from Kabini dam.  
3. The third source is water that is released from Krishnarajasagar dam.  

In the case of the second and third sources, which are under the control of Karnataka, water is released to TN 
only after storing sufficient water for their use.  

● Since there is no dam in the first source, water from these areas have been freely flowing into TN 
without a hitch.  

● But now, TN state government felt that Karnataka was “conspiring” to block this source as well through 
the Mekedatu dam.  

● Mekedatu zone represented the last free point from where Cauvery water flowed unrestricted into 
the downstream state of TN from the upstream Karnataka.  

 
About the Project:  

● Mekedatu is a multipurpose (drinking and power) project.  
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● It involves building a balancing reservoir, near 
Kanakapura in Ramanagara district in Karnataka.  

● The project once completed is aimed at ensuring 
drinking water to Bengaluru and neighboring areas 
(4.75 TMC) and also can generate 400 MW power.  

● The estimated cost of the project is Rs 9,000 crore.  
 
Why is Tamil Nadu against this project?  

1. It says, the CWDT and the SC have found that the 
existing storage facilities available in the Cauvery 
basin were adequate for storing and distributing 
water so Karnataka’s proposal is ex-facie (on the 
face of it) untenable and should be rejected 
outright.  

2. It has also held that the reservoir is not just for drinking water alone, but to increase the extent of 
irrigation, which is in clear violation of the Cauvery Water Disputes Award.  

 
Award by the tribunal and the Supreme Court:  
The tribunal was set up in 1990 and made its final award in 2007, granting 419 tmcft of water to Tamil Nadu, 
270 tmcft to Karnataka, 30 tmcft to Kerala and 7 tmcft to Puducherry. The tribunal ordered that in rain-scarcity 
years, the allocation for all would stand reduced.  
However, both Tamil Nadu and 
Karnataka expressed 
unhappiness over the allocation 
and there were protests and 
violence in both states over 
water-sharing. That saw the 
Supreme Court take up the 
matter and, in a 2018 
judgment, it apportioned 14.75 
tmcft from Tamil Nadu’s earlier 
share to Karnataka.  

● The new allocation 
thus stood at 404.25 
tmcft for Tamil Nadu 
while Karnataka’s share 
went up to 284.75 
tmcft. The share for 
Kerala and Puducherry 
remained unchanged.  

 
What's the way out then?  
The Centre has said the project 
required the approval of the 
Cauvery Water Management 
Authority's (CWMA).  

● The Detail Project 
Report (DPR) sent by 
Karnataka was tabled in 
the CWMA several 
times for approval, but 
the discussion on this 
issue could not take 
place due to a lack of 
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consensus among party states Karnataka and Tamil Nadu.  
Also, as per the Cauvery Water Dispute Tribunal's final award, which was modified by the Supreme Court, 
acceptance of CWMA would be a prerequisite for consideration of the DPR by the Jal Shakti Ministry.  
Since the project was proposed across an inter-state river, it required approval of lower riparian state(s) as per 
the interstate water dispute act.  
 
Insta Curious: Do you know about the Cauvery Management Scheme? What are the components of the 
scheme? Reference:  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Tributaries of Cauvery.  
2. Basin states.  
3. Important falls and dams across the river.  

4. Where is Mekedatu?  
5. What is the project related to?  
6. Beneficiaries of the project.  

 
Mains Link: Write a note on the Mekedatu project.  

 

6. Supreme court refuses plea for including madrasas, Vedic schools under 
RTE:  

Context:  
The Supreme Court has refused to intervene in a petition challenging sections of the Right to Education Act of 
2009 which exclude vedic pathsalas , madrasas and institutions imparting religious education from its ambit.  

● The Court observed that the exclusion of these institutions was specifically inserted into the 2009 Act 
by an amendment of August 2012 and since then there has never been any controversy in the past 
decade.  

 
What's the issue?  
The petitioner said, Right of a child should not be restricted only to free education, but must be extended to 
have equal quality education without discrimination on the ground of child's social economic and cultural 
background. Therefore, the court may declare Sections 1(4) and 1(5) of the 2009 Act arbitrary and irrational.  
 
Sections 1(4) and 1(5) of the 2009 Act:  
Section 1(5) of the Act states, “Nothing contained in this Act shall apply to madrasas, Vedic pathshalas and 
educational institutions primarily imparting religious instruction”.  
Section 1(4) says, “Subject to the provisions of Articles 29 and 30 of the Constitution, the provisions of this Act 
shall apply to conferment of rights on children to free and compulsory education.  

● Article 29 and 30 contain provisions securing rights of minorities and minority-run institutions.  
 
Constitutional Provisions regarding Minority Educational Institutions:  
Article 30(1) recognizes linguistic and religious minorities but not those based on race, ethnicity.  

● It recognizes the right of religious and linguistic minorities to establish and administer educational 
institutions, in effect recognizing the role educational institutions play in preserving distinct culture.  

● A majority community can also establish and administer educational institutions but they will not enjoy 
special rights under Article 30(1)(a).  

 
Special rights enjoyed by religious minority institutions are:  

1. Under Art 30(1)(a), MEI enjoy right to education as a Fundamental Right. In case the property is taken 
over by state, due compensation to be provided to establish institutions elsewhere 

2. Under Article 15(5), MEIs are not considered for reservation 
3. Under Right to Education Act, MEI not required to provide admission to children in the age group of 6-

14 years upto 25% of enrolment reserved for economically backward section of society 
4. In St Stephens vs Delhi University case, 1992, SC ruled that MEIs can have 50% seats reserved for 

minorities 
5. In TMA Pai & others vs State of Karnataka & others 2002 case, SC ruled that MEIs can have separate 

admission process which is fair, transparent and merit based. They can also separate fee structure but 
should not charge capitation fee. 
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Insta Curious: Did you know that all minorities, whether based on religion or language, shall have the right to 
establish and administer educational institutions of their choice? Reference: read this.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. NCPCR- composition and functions.  
2. Powers of NCPCR under RTE Act.  
3. Highlights of RTE Act.  
4. Children covered under RTE.  
5. Various rights available for MEIs.  

6. Rights of Minority vs other institutions.  
7. Can states interfere in their internal 

matters?  
 
Mains Link: Discuss the need for and significance of 
RTE act. 

 
Link: https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehindu.com/news/national/supreme-court-rejects-plea-to-
include-religous-schools-under-rte/article38413998.ece/amp/.  
 

7. Why is Haryana bringing an anti-conversion law?  
Context:  
The Haryana government is set to enact legislation to prevent unlawful 
religious conversions.  

● So far Uttar Pradesh, Karnataka, Himachal Pradesh, and Madhya 
Pradesh have enacted legislations to prevent unlawful religious 
conversions.  

 
About the Haryana Prevention of Unlawful Conversion of Religious Bill, 
2022:  
Aimed at prohibiting religious conversions which are affected through misrepresentation, force, undue 
influence, coercion, allurement or by any fraudulent means or by marriage or for marriage by making it an 
offense.  
Punishment: The Bill provides for greater punishment for such conversions in respect of minor, women, 
Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes.  
The burden of proof: It also provides for that the burden of proof as to whether a conversion was not affected 
through misrepresentation, use of force, under threat, undue influence, coercion, allurement or by any 
fraudulent means or by marriage or for marriage for the purpose of carrying out conversion lies on the 
accused.  
Declaration: Every individual converting from one religion to another shall submit to the prescribed authority a 
declaration that the conversion affected through was not misrepresentation, use of force, under threat, undue 
influence, coercion, allurement or by any fraudulent means or by marriage or for marriage and such authority 
shall make an inquiry in such cases.  
 
Rationale behind the introduction of this Bill:  
The Constitution confers on each individual the fundamental right to profess, practice and propagate his 
religion.  

● However, the individual right to freedom of conscience and religion cannot be extended to construe a 
collective right to proselytize; for the right to religious freedom belongs equally to the person 
converting and the individual sought to be converted.  

● Still, there have been umpteen cases of religious conversions, both mass and individual.  
 
Rationale behind the enactment of anti-conversion laws:  

1. Threats of forceful conversion.  
2. Problem of Inducement or allurement.  
3. Religious conversion is not a Fundamental Right.  

 
What do critics say?  
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Such laws have come under sharp criticism from several legal scholars who had contended that the concept of 
‘love jihad’ did not have any constitutional or legal basis.  

● They have pointed to Article 21 of the constitution which guarantees individuals the right to marry a 
person of one’s choice.  

● Also, under Article 25, freedom of conscience, the practice and conversion of religion of one’s choice 
including not following any religion, are also guaranteed.  

 
Supreme Court on Marriage and Conversion:  

1. The Apex Court of India in its several judgments has held that the state and the courts have no 
jurisdiction over an adult’s absolute right to choose a life partner.  

2. The Supreme Court of India, in both the Lily Thomas and Sarla Mudgal cases, has confirmed that 
religious conversions carried out without a bona fide belief and for the sole purpose of deriving some 
legal benefit do not hold water.  

3. Salamat Ansari-Priyanka Kharwar case of Allahabad High Court 2020: The right to choose a partner or 
live with a person of choice was part of a citizen’s fundamental right to life and liberty (Article 21).  

 
Need of the hour:  

1. There is a need for uniformity: Article 18 of the Universal Declaration on Human Rights mentions 
everyone has the right to freedom of religion including changing their faith. Since it is a state subject, 
the Centre can frame a model law like Model law on contract farming etc.  

2. States while enacting anti-conversion laws should not put any vague or ambiguous provisions for the 
person who wanted to convert of his own will.  

3. The anti-conversion laws also need to include a provision to mention the valid steps for conversion by 
minority community institutions.  

4. People also need to be educated about the provisions and ways of Forceful conversions, Inducement 
or allurement, etc.  

 
Insta Curious: Did you know that the Special Marriage Act, 1954 (SMA) was enacted to facilitate the marriage 
of couples professing different faiths? Reference:  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About Article 21.  
2. Article 25.  

3. About SMA.  
4. States which have passed anti-conversion 

laws.  

 
Mains Link: The right to choose a partner or live with a person of choice was part of a citizen’s fundamental 
right to life and liberty. Discuss.  
 
Link: https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/haryana-cabinet-gives-
nod-to-draft-haryana-prevention-of-unlawful-conversion-of-religious-bill/article38396811.ece/amp/.  
 

8. Anti-mob lynching bills:  
Context:  
Bills passed against mob lynching in the past four years by at least four States have not been implemented with 
the Union government taking a view that lynching is not defined as a crime under the Indian Penal Code (IPC).  

● These states include Jharkhand, Rajasthan, West Bengal and Manipur.  
 
Why have the bills been delayed?  
In 2019, the MHA informed the Lok Sabha that it had received the bills passed by the State legislatures that 
have been reserved by the Governor for consideration of the President.  

● The President has to go with the advice given by the Council of Ministers, in the case of such 
legislation, represented by the MHA.  

● The Ministry examines the State legislations on three grounds--- repugnancy with Central laws, 
deviation from national or central policy and legal and constitutional validity.  
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Recent incidents of mob lynching:  
● In December 2021, a man was lynched to death by the Sikh Sangat (Sikh devotees) in Shri Harmandir 

Sahib Gurudwara (Golden Temple) in Amritsar over an alleged attempt to disrespect the holiest book of 
Sikh religion, Shri Guru Granth Sahib Ji.  

● In 2021 in Assam, a 23-year-old student leader was allegedly killed by a mob.  
● In 2021 October a man was allegedly lynched, his limbs cut off and left to die at the Singhu Border, site 

of the farmers’ protest against the three farm laws.  
● In 2021 August, a bangle seller in Indore was reportedly beaten up by a mob for allegedly hiding his 

identity.  
● The man survived and was sent to judicial custody.  
● In 2021 May, a 25-year-old Gurugram man was allegedly lynched when he went out to buy medicines.  

 
What is meant by Lynching?  
Any act or series of acts of violence or aiding, abetting (encouraging) such act/acts thereof, whether 
spontaneous or planned, by a mob on the grounds of religion, race, caste, sex, place of birth, language, dietary 
practices, sexual orientation, political affiliation, ethnicity or any other related grounds.  
 
How are these cases handled?  
There is “no separate” definition for such incidents under the existing IPC. Lynching incidents can be dealt 
with under Section 300 and 302 of IPC.  

● Section 302 provides that whoever commits murder shall be punished with death or imprisonment for 
life and shall also be liable to fine. Offence of murder is a cognisable, non- bailable and non-
compoundable offence.  

 
SC guidelines:  

● There should be a “separate offence” for lynching and the trial courts must ordinarily award 
maximum sentence upon conviction of the accused person to set a stern example in cases of mob 
violence.  

● The state governments will have to designate a senior police officer in each district for taking 
measures to prevent incidents of mob violence and lynching.  

● The state governments need to identify districts, sub-divisions and villageswhere instances of 
lynching and mob violence have been reported in the recent past.  

● The nodal officers shall bring to the notice of the DGP about any inter-district co-ordination issues for 
devising a strategy to tackle lynching and mob violence related issues.  

● Every police officer shall ensure to disperse the mob that has a tendency to cause violence in the 
disguise of vigilantism or otherwise.  

● Central and the state governments shall broadcast on radio, television and other media platforms 
about the serious consequences of mob lynching and mob violence.  

● Despite the measures taken by the State Police, if it comes to the notice of the local police that an 
incident of lynching or mob violence has taken place, the jurisdictional police station shall 
immediately lodge an FIR.  

● The State Governments shall prepare a lynching/mob violence victim compensation scheme in the light 
of the provisions of Section 357A of CrPC.  

● If a police officer or an officer of the district administration fails to fulfill his duty, it will be considered 
an act of deliberate negligence.  

 
Need of the hour:  

● Every time there is a case of honor killing, hate crimes, witch hunting or mob lynching we raise 
demands for special legislation to deal with these crimes.  

● But, the fact is that these crimes are nothing but murders and the existing provisions under IPC and 
CrPC are sufficient to deal with such crimes.  

● Coupled with the guidelines laid down in Poonawala’s case, we are sufficiently equipped to deal with 
mob lynching. However, what we lack is due enforcement of the existing laws and accountability of the 
enforcement agencies.  
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Insta Curious: Do you know there is something like the United Nations Strategy and Plan of Action on Hate 
Speech? Reference: read this.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. States which have passed laws against mob 
lynching.  

2. What is Poonawala’s case?  
3. What are the provisions available against 

mob lynching under IPC?  

 
Mains Link: Mob Lynching has become a recurring phenomenon in India which is surging hate violence 
targeting religious and caste minorities. Explain the causative factors and suggest ways to address it.  
 

9. Caste census:  
Context:  
Last month, the Supreme Court upheld the 27% quota for Other Backward Classes (OBC) in the All-India Quota 
seats for the National Eligibility-cum-Entrance Test and reiterated that reservations for backward classes were 
not an exception but an extension of the principle of equality under Article 15(1) of the Constitution.  

● This is seen as a positive discrimination in the Indian Context.  
 
What's the issue now?  
Despite the underlying good intentions, positive discrimination has been a controversial topic. Many oppose 
affirmative actions like reservation; they believe that such provisions only perpetuate caste differences and 
they call for a “casteless society”.  

● But, as Justice D.Y. Chandrachud pointed out, “castelessness” is a privilege that only the upper caste 
can afford because their caste privilege has already translated into social, political and economic 
capital.  

● On the other hand, individuals who belong to the lower castes must retain their caste identity in order 
to claim the benefits of measures such as reservation, which recognise historic harm.  

 
Need of the hour:  
the faith of our citizens cannot be restored until credible exercises of data collection are undertaken regarding 
caste.  

● Even though data concerning the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes have been included in the 
Census, there is no similar data on OBCs.  

● The Socio-Economic and Caste Census (SECC) conducted in 2011 has been called “faulty” and 
“unreliable”.  

● Even the Mandal Commission’s recommendations were criticised as being based merely on the 
“personal knowledge” of the members of the commission and sample surveys.  

 
Need for a caste- based census?  
The Union government had told the Supreme Court that the caste-based data enumerated in the Socio-
Economic Caste Census (SECC) of 2011 was “unusable”, but in 2016, the Registrar-General and Census 
Commissioner of India had informed the Standing Committee on Rural Development that 98.87% of the data 
on individual caste and religion was “error free”.  
 
Why is the data “unusable” according to the government?  

● The government had said that the total number of castes surveyed in 1931 was 4,147, while the SECC 
figures show that there are more than 46 lakh different castes. Assuming that some castes may 
bifurcate into sub-castes, the total number can not be exponentially high to this extent.  

● The entire exercise was corrupted because the enumerators had used different spellings for the same 
castes. In many cases the respondents, the government said, had refused to divulge their castes.  

 
Supreme Court observations:  
In the Indra Sawhney case, the Supreme Court held that the States must conclude the “backwardness” of a 
particular class of people only after proper assessment and objective evaluation.  

● It held that such a conclusion must be subject to periodic review by a permanent body of experts.  
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How have caste details been collected so far?  

1. While SC/ST details are collected as part of the census, details of other castes are not collected by the 
enumerators. The main method is by self-declaration to the enumerator.  

2. So far, backward classes commissions in various States have been conducting their own counts to 
ascertain the population of backward castes.  

 
What kind of caste data is published in the Census?  
Every Census in independent India from 1951 to 2011 has published data on Scheduled Castes and Scheduled 
Tribes, but not on other castes. Before that, every Census until 1931 had data on caste.  
 
What is SECC 2011?  
The Socio-Economic Caste Census of 2011 was a major exercise to obtain data about the socio-economic status 
of various communities.  

● It had two components: a survey of the rural and urban households and ranking of these households 
based on pre-set parameters, and a caste census.  

● However, only the details of the economic conditions of the people in rural and urban households were 
released. The caste data has not been released till now.  

 
Difference between Census & SECC:  

● The Census provides a portrait of the Indian population, while the SECC is a tool to identify 
beneficiaries of state support.  

● Since the Census falls under the Census Act of 1948, all data are considered confidential, whereas all 
the personal information given in the SECC is open for use by Government departments to grant 
and/or restrict benefits to households.  

 
Pros of caste census:  
The precise number of the population of each caste would help tailor the reservation policy to ensure equitable 
representation of all of them.  
 
Concerns associated:  

● There is a possibility that it will lead to heartburn among some sections and spawn demands for larger 
or separate quotas.  

● It has been alleged that the mere act of labelling persons as belonging to a caste tends to perpetuate 
the system.  

 
Insta Curious: Did you know that 'Ain-e-Akbari' included comprehensive data pertaining to population, 
industry, wealth and many other characteristics? What were the other contents of this? Reference:  
 
The National Commission for Backward Classes Act, 1993, provides under Section 11 that the Central 
government may every 10 years revise lists with a view to exclude those classes which have ceased to be 
backward and include new backward classes. This exercise has not been done to date.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. What is a census?  
2. Statutory provisions in this regard.  
3. How is the census carried out?  
4. Highlights of the Census 2011.  

5. About the National Commission for 
Backward.  

 
Mains Link: Discuss the need for and significance of 
caste based census.  

 
Link: .https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/the-importance-of-a-caste-
census/article65051965.ece/amp/.  
 

10. Haryana private sector quota law:  
Context:  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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The Supreme Court has set aside the Punjab and Haryana High Court order staying a controversial State law 
which provides 75% reservation for local youths in private sector jobs earning less than ₹30,000 a month.  
 
The story so far:  
The Haryana government has ordered that the law (the Haryana State Employment of Local Candidates Bill) 
providing for 75% reservation for locals in private sector jobs will come into force from January 15, 2022.  

● However, the Punjab and Haryana High Court stayed the law.  
 
Why did the Supreme Court lift the stay?  

● The Bench observed that every law passed by legislature was presumed to be legal.  
● An order of stay of their implementation by a court of law should be reasoned.  

The High Court had not given sufficient reasons for stopping the Haryana law in its tracks on February 3.  
 
Why was the law challenged?  

● The petitioners contended that Haryana wanted to create reservation in private sector by introducing a 
policy of “sons of the soil”, which was an infringement of the constitutional rights of employers.  

● It was also argued that private sector jobs were purely based on skills and analytical bent of mind, and 
employees had a fundamental right to work in any part of India.  

● Forcing the employers to employ local candidates in private sector vide this bill impugned Act is the 
violation of the federal structure framed by the Constitution of India, whereby the government cannot 
act contrary to public interest and cannot benefit one class.  

 
Highlights of the law:  

● The law provides for 75% reservation in private sector jobs to those having a resident certificate 
(domicile).  

● The law will be applicable for a period of 10 years.  
● Jobs with a gross monthly salary of not more than ₹30,000 will be up for hiring from among local 

candidates.  
 
Rationale behind the law:  
To create a harmonious environment for industry as well as the youth along with creating the right balance 
between the progress of industries and the economy.  
 
Concerns over the law:  

● It could lead to multinational firms moving out of the state.  
● Reservation affects productivity and industry competitiveness.  

 
What are the legal issues in such laws?  

1. The question of domicile reservation in jobs: While domicile quotas in education are fairly common, 
courts have been reluctant in expanding this to public employment. It raises questions relating to the 
fundamental right to equality of citizens.  

2. The issue of forcing the private sector to comply with reservations in employment. For mandating 
reservation in public employment, the state draws its power from Article 16(4) of the Constitution. But, 
the Constitution has no manifest provision for private employment from which the state draws the 
power to make laws mandating reservation.  

3. It may not be able to withstand judicial scrutiny on the touchstone of Article 19(1)(g).  
 
Insta Curious: Can states refuse to implement Central laws? Know more about this here.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Key provisions of the Bill. 

2. Article 16 of the Indian Constitution is 
related to? 

3. Reservations vs Articles 14 and 15 of the 
Indian Constitution. 

 
Mains Link: Discuss issues associated with Jharkhand’s move to reserve 75% private jobs. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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Link: https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/supreme-court-sets-aside-punjab-haryana-hc-
order-on-quota-in-private-sector-jobs-in-haryana/article65058364.ece/amp/.  
 

11. Draft law on refugee rights:  
Context:  
The NHRC recently held a discussion on “protection of the basic human rights of refugees and asylum seekers 
in India”.  

● During the meet, the participants expressed concern over the issue of India not having a specific law 
for refugees and asylum-seekers.  

● It was also suggested that model laws on asylum and refugees that were drafted by the National 
Human Rights Commission (NHRC) decades ago but not implemented by the government could be 
revised by an expert committee.  

 
Need for a law in this regard:  
The refugees and asylum seekers were entitled to the rights in Articles 14, 20 and 21 of the Constitution. 
Therefore, it becomes the responsibility of the state to protect these rights.  

● There was a lack of clarity for law enforcement agencies as well.  
● If such laws were enacted, it would give legal sanctity and uniformity, ensuring the protection of 

human rights.  
 
Key suggestions made:  

● Update the two old NHRC documents regarding the domestic asylum laws and model law for refugees.  
● Constitute a panel/committee of scholars and domain experts to update these draft laws.  

 
About the Refugee Convention 1951:  

● It is a United Nations multilateral treaty that defines who is a refugee, and sets out the rights of 
individuals who are granted asylum and the responsibilities of nations that grant asylum.  

● The Convention grants certain rights to people fleeing persecution because of race, religion, 
nationality, affiliation to a particular social group, or political opinion. 

● The Convention also sets out which people do not qualify as refugees, such as war criminals. The 
Convention also provides for some visa-free travel for holders of travel documents issued under the 
convention. 

● The Convention builds on Article 14 of the 1948 Universal Declaration of Human Rights, which 
recognizes the right of persons to seek asylum from persecution in other countries. A refugee may 
enjoy rights and benefits in a state in addition to those provided for in the Convention 

● The 1967 Protocol included refugees from all countries as opposed to the 1951 Convention that only 
included refugees from Europe. 

 
Insta Curious: Did you know that India has not signed the United Nations Refugee Convention, 1951?  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About the UN Refugee Convention.  

2. NHRC.  
3. Law on refugees.  

 
Mains Link: Discuss the significance of UN refugee Convention of 1951.  
 
Link: https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/nhrc-should-revise-draft-model-laws-on-asylum-and-
refugees/article65059598.ece.  
 

12. Human trafficking:  
Context:  
Details of the conviction of cases involving human trafficking were recently shared in Parliament.  
 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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Key findings:  
● The conviction rate in human trafficking cases has been declining over the past four years. It has 

dropped from 27.8% in 2016 to 10.6% in 2020.  
● The number of Anti Human Trafficking Units (AHTU) in the country has increased to 696.  

 
What's the issue?  
Absence of a strong and robust mechanism to investigate human trafficking cases often span across state 
borders leading to acquittal of traffickers across the country.  
 
Need of the hour:  
The conviction rate will remain low unless India has a comprehensive legislation that provides for a strong 
investigation mechanism clarifying the roles and responsibilities of investigating agencies such as AHTUs and 
the NIA (National Investigation Agency).  
 
Efforts by the Government in this regard:  
The Ministry of Women and Child Welfare has prepared the Trafficking in Persons (Prevention, Care and 
Rehabilitation) Bill, 2021.  
 
Highlights of the Bill:  

1. The bill proposes stringent punishments for offenders, 
including hefty fines and seizing of their properties.  

2. The Bill also extends beyond the protection of women 
and children as victims to now include transgenders as 
well as any person who may be a victim of trafficking.  

3. The draft also does away with the provision that a 
victim necessarily needs to be transported from one 
place to another to be defined as a victim.  

4. Exploitation has been defined to include, at a 
minimum, the exploitation of the prostitution of others 
or other forms of sexual exploitation including 
pornography, any act of physical exploitation, forced 
labour or services, slavery or practices similar to 
slavery, servitude or forced removal of organs etc.  

 
Applicability- The law will extend to:  

1. All citizens inside as well as outside India.  
2. Persons on any ship or aircraft registered in India wherever it may be or carrying Indian citizens 

wherever they may be.  
3. A foreign national or a stateless person who has his or her residence in India at the time of commission 

of offence under this Act.  
4. Every offence of trafficking in persons with cross-border implications.  
5. Defence personnel and government servants, doctors and paramedical staff or anyone in a position of 

authority.  
 
What are the constitutional & legislative provisions related to Trafficking in India?  

1. Trafficking in Human Beings or Persons is prohibited under the Constitution of India under Article 23 
(1).  

2. The Immoral Traffic (Prevention) Act, 1956 (ITPA) is the premier legislation for prevention of 
trafficking for commercial sexual exploitation.  

3. Criminal Law (amendment) Act 2013 has come into force wherein Section 370 of the Indian Penal 
Code has been substituted with Section 370 and 370A IPC which provide for comprehensive measures 
to counter the menace of human trafficking.  

 
Trafficking in Persons report 2021:  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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1. According to the Trafficking in Persons report 2021, released by the US State Department, the Covid-
19 pandemic has resulted in an increase in vulnerability to human trafficking and interrupted existing 
anti-traffic efforts.  

2. While India did not meet the minimum standards to eliminate trafficking, the government was making 
significant efforts, although these were inadequate, especially when it came to bonded labour.  

 
Insta Curious: Do you know about the Blue Heart Campaign by the UN? Read Here 
Anti Human Trafficking Units (AHTU) are specialized investigation units with the law enforcement that were 
created upon the directive of the Ministry of Home Affairs in 2008, by state governments in their respective 
states.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Section 370 and 370A of the IPC are related 
to?  

2. Article 23(1) of the constitution.  

3. Blue Heart campaign of the UN is related 
to?  

4. Who are first responders?  
5. About World Day Against Trafficking in 

Persons.  
 
Mains Link: What are the constitutional & legislative provisions related to Trafficking in India? Discuss.  
 
Link: https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehindu.com/news/national/conviction-in-human-trafficking-
cases-drops-in-the-country/article65059239.ece/amp/.  
 

13. Krishna River water dispute:  
Context:  
The Karnataka government has moved the Supreme Court seeking setting up of a bench to hear a plea relating 
to the dispute over the allocation of water of Krishna river, flowing in states of Maharashtra, Karnataka, 
Andhra Pradesh, and Telangana.  

● Meanwhile, the Supreme Court had asked if the parties can settle the dispute through mediation.  
 
What's the issue?  
A bench comprising Justice D Y Chandrachud, hailing from Maharashtra, and Justice A S Bopanna, who belongs 
to Karnataka, had on January 10 recused from the case, arising out of the water tribunal's decision, saying “We 
do not want to be the target of invectives”.  

● The judges, who recused themselves, were upset with the tone and tenor of mails and letters against 
them for being part of the bench to decide the water dispute.  

 
Dispute in the court:  

● Karnataka had sought the vacation of a November 16, 2011, order of the Supreme Court that stopped 
the Centre from publishing in the Official Gazette (under Section 6(1) of the Inter-State Water 
Disputes Act of 1956) the final order of the Krishna Water Disputes Tribunal II (KWDT) pronounced in 
December 2010, allocating the river water to Karnataka, erstwhile Andhra Pradesh and Maharashtra.  

● The publication of the tribunal order is a necessary pre-condition for its implementation.  
 
Krishna Water Disputes Tribunal (KWDT) award:  
The dispute began with the erstwhile Hyderabad and Mysore states, and later continuing between successors 
Maharashtra, Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh.  
In 1969, the Krishna Water Disputes Tribunal (KWDT) was set up under the Inter-State River Water Dispute 
Act, 1956, and presented its report in 1973.  
The report, which was published in 1976, divided the 2060 TMC (thousand million cubic feet) of Krishna water 
at 75 per cent dependability into three parts:  

1. 560 TMC for Maharashtra.  
2. 700 TMC for Karnataka.  
3. 800 TMC for Andhra Pradesh.  

 
Revised order:  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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As new grievances arose between the states, the second KWDT was instituted in 2004.  
It delivered its report in 2010, which made allocations of the Krishna water at 65 per cent dependability and for 
surplus flows as follows:  

● 81 TMC for Maharashtra, 177 TMC for Karnataka, and 190 TMC for Andhra Pradesh.  
The KWDT had further modified its final order and report on November 29, 2013, to allot surplus water to 
Karnataka, Maharashtra, and the erstwhile State of Andhra Pradesh while preserving the allocation of 2,130 
TMC already made among them.  
 
Why hasn't the order been published yet?  
After the creation of Telangana as a separate state in 2014, Andhra Pradesh is asking to include Telangana as a 
separate party at the KWDT and that the allocation of Krishna waters be reworked among four states, instead 
of three.  
 
Insta Curious: Do you know about the Convention on the Protection and Use of Transboundary Watercourses 
and International Lakes? Click here.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Tributaries of Krishna.  
2. Tributaries of Godavari.  
3. East vs West flowing rivers of India.  

4. Interstate river water disputes- key 
provisions.  

5. Krishna and Godavari River Management 
Boards- formation, functions and orders.  

 

Topics: Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and States 
and the performance of these schemes. 

1. PM CARES for Children scheme:  
Context:  
PM Cares for Children Scheme has been extended till February 28, 2022. The scheme was earlier valid till 
December 31, 2021.  
 
About the scheme:  
Launched in May 2021.  
The scheme has been launched for support & empowerment of Covid affected children.  
Eligibility: All children who have lost both parents or surviving parent or legal guardian/adoptive parents due to 
Covid 19 will be supported under the scheme.  

● Children must not have completed 18 years of age at the time of the death of their parents in order to 
be eligible for the scheme.  

 
Features of the scheme:  

1. Fixed Deposit in the name of the child: A corpus of Rs 10 lakh for each child when he or she reaches 18 
years of age.  

2. School Education: For children under 10 years: Admission will be given in the nearest Kendriya 
Vidyalaya or in a private school as a day scholar.  

3. School Education: for children between 11-18 years: The child will be given admission in any Central 
Government residential school such as Sainik School, Navodaya Vidyalaya etc.  

4. Support for Higher Education: The child will be assisted in obtaining an education loan for Professional 
courses / Higher Education in India as per the existing Education Loan norms.  

5. Health Insurance: All children will be enrolled as a beneficiary under Ayushman Bharat Scheme (PM-
JAY) with a health insurance cover of Rs 5 lakhs.  

 
(Note: We have covered only highlights and key features of the scheme here. For complete details, please visit: 
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1722719.)  
 
Need for these measures:  

● As India battles a raging second wave, cases of children losing their parents to Covid-19 are also 
mounting.  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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● Also the apprehension of child trafficking in the garb of adoption has increased.  
● Child Marriages have also increased in the Covid-19 induced lockdown.  

 
Insta Curious: Do you know about the SAMARTH initiative? Reference: read this.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link: 

1. What is a public account?  
2. Who administers PM CARES fund?  
3. Which organisations are exempted from 

the ambit of RTI act?  

4. What is Consolidated fund of India?  
5. What is a charitable trust?  
6. PM CARES For Children- Empowerment of 

COVID Affected Children- eligibility and 
benefits.  

 
Mains Link: Discuss why PM CARES fund should be brought within the ambit of RTI act?  
 

Topics: Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services relating 
to Health, Education, Human Resources. 

1. Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission:  
Context:  
The National Health Authority has announced the integration of its flagship Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission 
with the Aarogya Setu app, allowing users to create the 14-digit unique Ayushman Bharat Health Account 
numbers from the app.  
 
About the Mission:  
The Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission will provide a digital health ID to the people who will hold their health 
records.  
 
Features of the Mission:  

1. It is a digital health ecosystem under which every Indian citizen will now have unique health IDs, 
digitised health records with identifiers for doctors and health facilities.  

2. The scheme will come under the Ayushman Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana.  
3. It comprises six key building blocks — HealthID, DigiDoctor, Health Facility Registry, Personal Health 

Records, e-Pharmacy and Telemedicine.  
4. The National Health Authority has been given the mandate to design, build, roll-out and implement 

the mission in the country.  
5. The core building blocks of the mission is that the health ID, DigiDoctor and Health Facility Registry 

shall be owned, operated and maintained by the Government of India.  
6. Private stakeholders will have an equal opportunity to integrate and create their own products for the 

market. The core activities and verifications, however, remain with the government.  
7. Under the Mission, every Indian will get a Health ID card that will store all medical details of the 

person including prescriptions, treatment, diagnostic reports and discharge summaries.  
8. Health ID is a randomly generated 14 digit number used for the purposes of uniquely identifying 

persons, authenticating them, and threading their health records (only with their informed consent) 
across multiple systems and stakeholders.  

9. The citizens will be able to give their doctors and health providers one-time access to this data during 
visits to the hospital for consultation.  

 
What was the need for this mission? 
The mission aims to liberate citizens from the challenges of 
finding the right doctors, seeking appointment, payment of 
consultation fee, making several rounds of hospitals for 
prescription sheets, among several others and will empower 
people to make an informed decision to avail the best possible 
healthcare. 
 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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Insta Curious: The nationwide rollout of the Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission coincides with the National 
Health Authority celebrating the third anniversary of Ayushman Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (PM-
JAY). Know more about PM-JAY here.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Overview of the National Digital Health 
Mission. 

2. Components of the mission. 
3. Proposed National Health ID. 

4. Who can issue these IDs? 
5. Highlights of the National Health Policy 

2017. 
 
Mains Link: Discuss the significance of the National 
Digital Health Mission. 

 

2. What is Lassa fever?  
Context:  
One of the three persons diagnosed 
with Lassa fever in the UK has died on 
February 11. The cases have been linked 
to travel to west African countries.  
 
What is Lassa?  
 
The Lassa virus is named after a town in 
Nigeria where the first cases were 
discovered in 1969.  
The disease is primarily found in 
countries in West Africa including Sierra 
Leone, Liberia, Guinea, and Nigeria 
where it is endemic.  
 
Spread:  

● The fever is spread by rats.  
● Person-to-person transmission 

is also possible.  
 
Symptoms:  
● Mild symptoms include slight fever, 

fatigue, weakness and headache 
and more serious symptoms include 
bleeding, difficulty breathing, 
vomiting, facial swelling, pain in the 
chest, back, and abdomen and 
shock.  

● The most common complication 
associated with the fever is 
deafness.  

● The death rate associated with this 
disease is low, at around one per 
cent. But the death rate is higher for 
certain individuals, such as pregnant 
women in their third trimester.  

 
Prevention:  
The best way to avoid getting infected is 
to avoid contact with rats.  
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How to deal with such pandemics/epidemics?  
The international community should work together “towards a new international treaty for pandemic 
preparedness and response” to build a more robust global health architecture that will protect future 
generations.  
 
Insta Curious: The WHO Hub for Pandemic and Epidemic Intelligence will be a global platform for pandemic 
and epidemic intelligence, creating shared and networked access to vital multi-sectoral data, driving 
innovations in data analytics and building the communities of practice needed to predict, prevent, detect, 
prepare for and respond to worldwide health threats.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About the Virus.  

2. Spread.  
3. Transmission.  
4. Symptoms.  

 
Link: https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-what-is-lassa-fever-and-what-are-its-symptoms-
7773656/lite/.  
 

3. What is accreditation, and how does it help an educational institution?  
Context:  
The National Assessment and Accreditation Council (NAAC) has relaxed the eligibility criteria for 
accreditation of higher educational institutions.  
 
Need for:  
The purpose of the change, according to the guidelines, is to “widen the horizon of accreditation”.  
 
What are the current rules for accreditation?  

● Under the rules before the new guidelines were issued, only higher education institutions that are at 
least six years old, or from where at least two batches of students have graduated, could apply for 
accreditation with NAAC.  

● The accreditation is valid for five years. Aspiring institutes need to be recognised by the UGC and have 
regular students enrolled into their full-time teaching and research programmes.  

● Distance education units and offshore campuses are not covered under the accreditation process.  
 
What is accreditation?  
Accreditation is a quality check exercise.  

● It checks whether an institution meets certain standards of quality set by the evaluator in terms of 
curriculum, faculty, infrastructure, research and financial well-being among others.  

● Based on these parameters, the NAAC gives institutions grades ranging from A++ to C. If an institution 
is graded D, it means it is not accredited.  

 
Benefits of accreditation:  

● Apart from recognition, being accredited also helps 
institutions attract capital as funding agencies look 
for objective data for performance funding.  

● It helps an institution know its strengths, 
weaknesses, and opportunities through an informed 
review process.  

● Accreditation helps students going for higher 
education abroad as many global higher education authorities insist on recognition and accreditation of 
the institution where the student has studied.  

 
How many institutions in India are accredited?  

● As of February 8, there were 392 universities and 8,483 colleges that were NAAC-accredited.  
● Region-wise, the northern states have the highest number of accredited universities at 136, followed 

by the south with 113, the west with 72.  
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● Among the states, Maharashtra accounts for the highest number of accredited colleges at 1,796, which 
is more than twice as many as the Karnataka’s 864, the next highest. Tamil Nadu has the most 
accredited universities at 43.  

 
Efforts by Government in this regard:  
In 2019, the UGC launched a scheme, Paramarsh, to address the issue.  

● Under the scheme, some of the best performing institutes were identified to serve as mentors to at 
least five institutes aspiring to get accredited.  

 
What will the new guidelines change?  

● Under the new manual, colleges and universities that have completed even one academic year will be 
eligible to apply for a newly created category of ‘Provisional Accreditation for Colleges’ or PAC.  

● The PAC, which will not offer any grading, will be valid for two years, and institutions cannot get it 
more than two times.  

 
Insta Curious: Did you know that accreditation has been made mandatory through the University Grants 
Commission (Mandatory Assessment and Accreditation of higher Educational Institutions) Regulations 2012?  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About NAAC.  
2. About PAC.  

3. National Education Policy.  
4. UGC.  
5. What is Accreditation?  

 
Link: https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehindu.com/news/national/conviction-in-human-trafficking-
cases-drops-in-the-country/article65059239.ece/amp/.  
 

4. Academic Bank of Credit:  
Context:  
The Academic Bank of Credits (ABC) is expected to be implemented from this academic year.  

● However, this scheme has many pros and cons and there are issues which still need to be addressed 
before it gets implemented.  

 
Concerns and challenges associated:  
● ABC will affect organised, 

systematic learning: Students may 
find it difficult to change colleges 
from different universities.  

● The university or the college a 
student studies in also makes a 
difference in terms of the name and 
quality of education provided.  

● Impact on remote institutions: Only 
the National Assessment and 
Accreditation Council (NAAC) 
graded institutions can join the Academic Bank of Credit. It may push the already remote institutions to 
become more marginalized.  

● There can be conflict of interests between different states governed by different political parties in 
restructuring their policies to enable ABC.  

● Providing additional seats to students under ABC in premier institutes which already have high demand 
would incur additional costs for institutions.  

 
What is the Academic Bank of Credit (ABC)?  
Academic Bank of Credit (ABC), proposed under the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020, was unveiled in 
July 2021.  
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Set-up by the University Grants Commission 
(UGC).  
● Under the ABC, students will be given 

multiple entry and exit options.  
● This enables students to leave a degree 

or course and get a corresponding 
certification and rejoin studies after a 
certain time and be able to start from 
where they had left.  

● It will also provide students with the 
flexibility to move between institutes 
while pursuing one degree or leave a 
course.  

 
How does it work?  
ABC will keep records of the academic credits 
of a student. It will not accept any credit 
course document directly from the students 
for any course they might be pursuing, but 
only from higher education institutes, who 
will have to make deposits in students’ 
accounts.  
 
Benefits:  
ABC will help in credit verification, credit 
accumulation, credit transfer and redemption 
of students, and promotion of the students.  
 
In simple terms:  
Under the ABC, a student can earn a degree 
from any HEI, with multiple entry and exit 
options. Instead of spending three years in 
one college, a student can seamlessly switch 
over from one college to another one. In 
order to earn a degree, a student will now require to hold a certain number of credits under his or her account.  

● For example, if a BCom student studies in one college, he or she can change college after one year. He 
or she can join the same course after a break.  

● Until then, the credits the student earned in that one year will be maintained in their ABC account and 
it can be used when the student rejoins the same course in any other college.  

 
Know more about the National Education Policy here: 
https://www.google.com/amp/s/indianexpress.com/article/explained/reading-new-education-policy-india-
schools-colleges-6531603/lite/.  
 
Insta Curious: ABC has been drafted on the lines of the National Academic Depository. What is the National 
Academic Depository? Reference: https://www.nad.gov.in/.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About NEP.  
2. What is ABC?  

3. Features.  
 
Mains Link: Discuss the significance of ABC. 

 

Topics: Issues relating to poverty and hunger. 

1. Fortified Rice:  
Context: 
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The Centre has distributed 3.38 lakh metric tonnes of fortified rice till December 2021 through anganwadis and 
mid-day meals at government schools, according to the Economic Survey.  
 
Efforts by Government in this regard:  

● In 2019, the government approved a Centrally sponsored pilot scheme for fortification of rice for a 
period of three years beginning 2019-2020. The scheme is being implemented in 15 districts across as 
many States.  

● Last year, during his Independence Day speech, Prime Minister Narendra Modi announced that by 
2024 rice made available under every government programme will be fortified to fight malnutrition.  

● The government ramped up distribution of fortified rice last year across anganwadis under the 
Integrated Child Development Scheme (now rechristened Saksham anganwadi and Poshan 2.0) as 
well as mid-day meal scheme implemented at schools (renamed as PM Poshan).  

 
Concerns:  

● Public health experts have however raised concerns over fortification of rice as an effective tool to fight 
malnutrition and have said diversification of diet is more important.  

● Many also argue that iron fortified rice along with ongoing government schemes that provide iron 
supplements could lead to excessive intake of iron and lead to risk of diabetes, hypertension and high 
cholesterol.  

 
Need for Rice fortification:  

● The country has high levels of malnutrition among women and children.  
● According to the Food Ministry, every second woman in the country is anaemic and every third child is 

stunted.  
● India ranks 94 out of 107 countries and is in the ‘serious hunger’ category on the Global Hunger Index 

(GHI).  
● Malnutrition and lack of essential nutrients in poor women and poor children poses major obstacles in 

their development.  
 
What is food fortification?  
Food fortification is defined as the practice of adding vitamins and minerals to commonly consumed foods 
during processing to increase their nutritional value.  
 
Fortified rice:  
According to the Food Ministry, fortification of rice is a cost-effective and complementary strategy to increase 
vitamin and mineral content in diets.  

● According to FSSAI norms, 1 kg fortified rice will contain iron (28 mg-42.5 mg), folic acid (75-125 
microgram) and Vitamin B-12 (0.75-1.25 microgram).  

● In addition, rice may also be fortified with micronutrients, singly or in combination, with zinc (10 mg-15 
mg), Vitamin A (500-750 microgram RE), Vitamin B1 (1 mg-1.5 mg), Vitamin B2 (1.25 mg-1.75 mg), 
Vitamin B3 (12.5 mg-20 mg) and Vitamin B6 (1.5 mg-2.5 mg) per kg.  

 
What are the benefits of Fortification? 
Since the nutrients are added to staple foods that are widely consumed, this is an excellent method to improve 
the health of a large section of the population, all at once. 

● Fortification is a safe method of improving nutrition among people. The addition of micronutrients to 
food does not pose a health risk to people.  

● It does not require any changes in food habits and patterns of people. It is a socio-culturally 
acceptable way to deliver nutrients to people. 

● It does not alter the characteristics of the food—the taste, the feel, the look. 
● It can be implemented quickly as well as show results in improvement of health in a relatively short 

period of time. 
● This method is cost-effective especially if advantage is taken of the existing technology and delivery 

platforms. 
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Insta Curious: What is Biofortification? How is it different from fortification? Reference: read this.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Bio fortification vs Genetic modifications. 
2. Micro vs Macronutrients. 

3. Approval for Biofortified and GM crops in 
India. 

4. GM crops allowed in India.  

 
Mains Link: What do you understand by fortification of foods? Discuss its advantages.  
 

Topics: Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability, e-governance 
applications, models, successes, limitations, and potential; citizens charters, transparency & 
accountability and institutional and other measures. 

1. Electoral Bonds:  
Context:  
Electoral bonds worth ₹1,213 crore were sold by the SBI in January.  
● Most of them (₹784.84 crore) were encashed in the New Delhi 

branch, pointing towards national parties, while the Mumbai 
branch sold the most (₹489.6 crore worth).  

 
What are electoral bonds?  
● Electoral Bond is a financial instrument for making donations to 

political parties. 
● The bonds are issued in multiples of Rs. 1,000, Rs. 10,000, Rs. 1 

lakh, Rs. 10 lakh and Rs. 1 crore without any maximum limit. 
● State Bank of India is authorised to issue and encash these 

bonds, which are valid for fifteen days from the date of issuance.  
● These bonds are redeemable in the designated account of a 

registered political party.  
● The bonds are available for purchase by any person (who is a citizen of India or incorporated or established 

in India) for a period of ten days each in the months of January, April, July and October as may be specified 
by the Central Government.  

● A person being an individual can buy bonds, either singly or jointly with other individuals.  
● Donor’s name is not mentioned on the bond.  
 
Issues associated with the scheme:  
The Electoral Bond Scheme acts as a check against 
traditional under-the-table donations as it insists on 
cheque and digital paper trails of transactions, 
however, several key provisions of the scheme make 
it highly controversial.  
Anonymity: Neither the donor (who could be an 
individual or a corporate) nor the political party is 
obligated to reveal whom the donation comes from. 
Asymmetrically Opaque: Because the bonds are purchased through the State Bank of India (SBI), the 
government is always in a position to know who the donor is.  
Channel of Blackmoney: Elimination of a cap of 7.5% on corporate donations, elimination of requirement to 
reveal political contributions in profit and loss statements.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. What are electoral bonds?  
2. Eligibility.  

3. Denomination.  
4. Features.  
5. Who can issue these bonds?  
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Mains Link: Critically examine the effectiveness of electoral bonds in ensuring transparent political funding and 
suggest alternatives?  
 
Link: https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehindu.com/news/national/electoral-bonds-worth-1213-cr-sold-
in-january/article38365907.ece/amp/.  
 

Topics: India and its neighbourhood- relations. 

1. Myanmar- Past and Present:  
Why in News?  
There have been mass protests, armed resistance and mass killings in Myanmar since the military seized 
control a year ago.  

● Elected leader Aung San Suu Kyi has been jailed after what her supporters say are show trials.  
● The Myanmar military grabbed power in a coup last year– the third time in the nation’s history since 

its independence from British rule in 1948.  
 
Who is in charge now?  
Military commander-in-chief Min Aung Hlaing has taken power. He has long wielded significant political 
influence, successfully maintaining the power of the Tatmadaw - Myanmar's military - even as the country 
moved towards democracy. 
 
What has the international reaction been to the coup?  

● The United Nations has warned of a deepening humanitarian crisis in Myanmar, with "an 
intensification of violence and a rapid rise in poverty".  

● US Secretary of State Antony Blinken has accused the security forces of a "reign of terror".  
● The US, UK and European Union have imposed sanctions on military officials.  
● China blocked a UN Security Council statement condemning the coup, but has backed calls for a return 

to democratic norms.  
 
India’s demands:  

1. Myanmar’s return to democracy at the earliest.  
2. Release of detainees and prisoners.  
3. Resolution of issues through dialogue.  
4. Complete cessation of all violence.  

 
India is supporting ASEAN initiative on Myanmar and the ‘Five-Point Consensus’: It includes:  

1. Immediate cessation of violence.  
2. Dialogue among all stakeholders in Myanmar for a peaceful solution.  
3. The appointment of a special Asean envoy to facilitate mediation.  
4. Aid to Myanmar.  
5. A visit to the country by the envoy.  

 
A brief History of Myanmar:  
When British imperialists annexed what is today’s Myanmar during the 19th century, they called it Burma 
after the dominant Burman (Bamar) ethnic group, and administered it as a province of colonial India.  

● This arrangement continued until 1937, when Burma was separated from British India and made a 
separate colony. 

● Even after the country became independent in 1948, it retained the same name, becoming the ‘Union 
of Burma’.  

● In 1962, the military took over from a civilian government for the first time, and amended the official 
name in 1974 to the ‘Socialist Republic of the Union of Burma’. 

● Then in 1988, Myanmar’s armed forces again took power in the country, after suppressing a popular 
uprising that led to the deaths of thousands, and reversed the official name to ‘Union of Burma’.  

● But a year later, the junta adopted a law that replaced Burma with Myanmar, making the country the 
‘Union of Myanmar’.  
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Why the name change was controversial? 
While changing the country’s name, the military said that it was looking for a way to leave behind a name 
inherited from the colonial past, and adopt a new one which could unify all of its 135 officially recognised 
ethnic groups, and not just the Burman people.  

● Critics decried the move, arguing that Myanmar and Burma mean the same thing in the Burmese 
language, only that the ‘Myanmar’ is a more formal way of saying ‘Burma’– a word used colloquially.  

● The other name changes too, such as Rangoon to Yangon, only reflected greater conformity with the 
Burmese language, and nothing else.  

● Also, the name changes took place only in English. Even in English, the adjective form remained (and 
continues to remain) Burmese, and not Myanmarese.  

● Pro-democracy sympathisers said that the name changes were illegitimate, as they were not decided 
by the will of the people.   

● As a result, many governments around the world opposed to the junta decided to ignore the name 
changes, and continued to call the country Burma and its capital Rangoon.  

 
Myanmar's military Constitution: 
It was the military that drafted the 2008 Constitution, and put it to a questionable referendum in April that 
year.  

● The Constitution was the military’s “roadmap to democracy”, which it had been forced to adopt under 
increasing pressure from the west. 

● It was also due to its own realisation that opening up Myanmar to the outside world was now no longer 
an option but a dire economic necessity.  

● But the military made sure to safeguard in the Constitution its own role and supremacy in national 
affairs. 

● Under its provisions, the military reserves for itself 25 per cent of seats in both Houses of Parliament, 
to which it appoints serving military officials. 

● Also, a political party which is a proxy for the military contests elections. 
 
Insta Curious:  

1. Do you know how decisions are made at the UN? Read here,  
2. Do you remember the Kaladan Multi-Modal Transit Transport Project? Read Here 

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About Myanmar. 
2. Its constitution. 
3. Comparison with Indian Constitution.  
4. About UNGA.  

5. Various UN Organisations.  
 
Mains Link: Discuss India's policy towards its 
neighbours. 

 
Link: https://www.google.com/amp/s/indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-how-burma-became-
myanmar-after-a-military-coup-3-decades-ago-7173408/lite/.  
 

2. Pakistan Occupied Kashmir (PoK) 
Context:  
The people of Pakistan occupied Kashmir (PoK) have condemned Pakistan for observing February 5 as Kashmir 
Solidarity Day and on the contrary marked it as "Fraud Day".  

● Several protest rallies are held across PoK in areas like Bagh, Mong and Hajira where the people 
lambasted Islamabad for its double standards on Kashmir (The region does not have proper healthcare 
and educational facilities compared to Islamabad).  

 
Present position of PoK:  

● PoK is called “Azad Jammu & Kashmir” (“AJK” in short).  
● It came into being after the 1949 ceasefire between India and Pakistan.  
● It comprises the parts of the erstwhile state of Jammu and Kashmir that were occupied by the Pakistani 

forces.  
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● Pakistan’s constitutional position on PoK is that it is not a part of the country, but the “liberated” part 
of Kashmir.  

However, Article 257 of Pakistan's Constitution says: “When the people of the State of Jammu and Kashmir 
decide to accede to Pakistan, the relationship between Pakistan and the State shall be determined in 
accordance with the wishes of the people of that State.”  
 
Political structure and how is it administered?  

● The constitution of Pakistan lists the country’s four provinces — Punjab, Sind, Balochistan, and Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa.  

● For all practical purposes, PoK is run by the Pakistan government through the all-powerful Kashmir 
Council, a nominated 14-member body headed by the Prime Minister of Pakistan.  

● The Assembly has a five-year term. The legislators elect a “prime minister” and a “president” for the 
territory.  

● While PoK is ostensibly an autonomous, self-governing territory, the Pakistan Army is the final arbiter 
on all matters Kashmir.  

 
India's stand on PoK:  

● The fact that PoK is an integral part of India has been 
our consistent policy ever since 1947.  

● India has also made clear to the world that any issue 
related to PoK is the internal matter of India.  

● Please note that Pakistan-occupied Kashmir (PoK) is 
part of the newly created Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, while Gilgit-Baltistan is in the UT of 
Ladakh in the fresh maps released by the government.  

Insta Curious: Did you know that there are 12 seats reserved 
for Refugees in PoK elections? Read Here Briefly 
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Location of PoK.  
2. Rivers flowing through.  

3. Neighbours.  
4. Instrument of Accession.  

 
Mains Link: Discuss why PoK is significant for India.  

 

3. Indo-Pacific: 
Context: 
The United States has said that it remains focused long-term on the Indo-Pacific region despite concerns over 
Russian aggression toward Ukraine. This highlights the importance of the region and the role that India has to 
play with regard to ensuring security of the region.  
 
What is Indo- Pacific? 
The idea of the Indo-Pacific as a single strategic space is an outgrowth of China’s growing influence in the 
Indian Ocean region. It signifies the interconnectedness of the Indian and Pacific Oceans, the importance of the 
oceans to security and commerce.  
 
Importance of Indo-Pacific region:  

1. The Indo-Pacific is the fastest growing region in the world, accounting for two-thirds of global 
economic growth over the past five years and home to half the world’s population.  

2. Peace here is important in Maintaining regional stability.  
3. China’s increasingly active presence in the Indian Ocean region as well as its efforts to expand 

geopolitical reach in Asia and beyond by the use of trade and military are posing challenges in the 
region. Hence, coordination among Quad countries is necessary.  

4. For adhering to freedom of navigation, adherence to rules-based order and stable trade environment, 
peace in Indo Pacific region is important.  

5. For free sea and air lanes, connectivity and upholding international rules and norms.  
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Role and Implications for India in the Indo – pacific region: 
● The Indo-Pacific, as described in the National security 

strategy, represents the most populous and economically 
dynamic part of the world and stretches from the west coast 
of India to the western shores of the United States. 

● India has always been a country with great national 
ambitions and is one of the most important advocates of the 
concept of “Indo-Pacific Strategy”. 

● With opening of economy, India has been connecting with its 
Indian Ocean neighbours and major maritime powers of the 
world. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. About Pacific Region. 
2. Overview of Indian Ocean Region. 

3. Important straits, bays and passes in these 
regions. 

 
Mains Link: Discuss the strategic significance of 
Indo- Pacific region for India. 

 
Link: https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehindu.com/news/international/indo-pacific-region-will-shape-
the-century-blinken/article38408925.ece/amp/.  
 

4. India, UAE sign Comprehensive Trade Agreement:  
Context:  
India and the United Arab Emirates 
have signed a Comprehensive 
Economic Partnership Agreement 
(CEPA).  
 
What is CEPA and how is it different 
from FTA?  
It is a kind of free trade pact which 
covers negotiation on the trade in 
services and investment, and other 
areas of economic partnership.  
● It may even consider negotiation 

on areas such as trade facilitation 
and customs cooperation, competition, and Intellectual Property Rights.  

● Partnership agreements or cooperation agreements are more comprehensive than Free Trade 
Agreements.  

● CEPA also looks into the regulatory aspect of trade and encompasses an agreement covering the 
regulatory issues.  

 
As per the CEPA signed between India and the UAE:  
90% of India's exports will have duty-free access to the Emirates.  
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It covers goods, services 
and digital trade.  
 
Benefits:  
● The bilateral trade 

pact is India's first in 
the region and the 
first comprehensive 
trade agreement with 
any country in a 
decade.  

● The CEPA is likely to 
benefit about $26 
billion worth of 
Indian products that 
are currently 
subjected to 5% 
import duty by the 
UAE, India's third-
biggest trading 
partner behind the 
US and China.  

● It is expected that the 
CEPA will lead to an 
increase in bilateral 
trade from the 
current $60 bn to 
$100 bn in the next 5 
years.  

● Through the pact, 
Indian exporters will 
also get access to the 
much larger Arab and 
African markets.  

 
Insta Curious: Did you 
know that India was the 
UAE's largest export 
destination and second-
largest trade partner in 
2019 and the eighth biggest investor with a cumulative foreign direct investment of nearly $11 billion so far?  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About CECA.  

2. About CEPA.  
3. India’s FTAs with other countries.  

 
 
Mains Link: Discuss the significance of India- Australia CECA.  
 

5. FATF:  
Context:  
Pakistan’s efforts to investigate and prosecute leaders of UN-designated terror groups in order to counter 
terror financing will be assessed during the ongoing meetings of the Financial Action Task Force (FATF) in Paris.  

● The multilateral financial watchdog will announce whether Pakistan is to be retained in the grey list, or 
the list of countries under increased monitoring.  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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Experts believe Pakistan is set to be retained in the grey list and that there is little likelihood of the country 
being included in the “black list”, which would entail harsh economic sanctions and greater scrutiny of financial 
transactions. Only North Korea and Iran are currently included in the black list.  
 
Background:  
Pakistan was put on the grey list by the Paris-based FATF in June 2018, and the country has been struggling to 
come out of it.  

● It has now completed 26 of the 27 action items given to it in 2018.  
 
About FATF:  

1. The Financial Action Task Force (FATF) is an inter-governmental body established in 1989 on the 
initiative of the G7.  

2. It is a “policy-making body” which works to generate the necessary political will to bring about national 
legislative and regulatory reforms in various areas.  

3. The FATF Secretariat is housed at the OECD headquarters in Paris.  
 
Roles and functions:  

● Initially it was established to examine and develop measures to combat money laundering.  
● In October 2001, the FATF expanded its mandate to incorporate efforts to combat terrorist financing, in 

addition to money laundering.  
● In April 2012, it added efforts to counter the financing of proliferation of weapons of mass destruction.   

 
Composition:  
The FATF currently comprises 37 member jurisdictions and 2 regional organisations, representing most major 
financial centres in all parts of the globe. It also has observers and associate members. 
 
What is a blacklist and grey list?  
Black List: Countries known as Non-Cooperative Countries or Territories (NCCTs) are put in the blacklist. These 
countries support terror funding and money laundering activities. The FATF revises the blacklist regularly, 
adding or deleting entries.  
Grey List: Countries that are considered safe haven for supporting terror funding and money laundering are put 
in the FATF grey list. This inclusion serves as a warning to the country that it may enter the blacklist. 
 
Considered in the grey list may face:  

1. Economic sanctions from IMF, World Bank, ADB.  
2. Problem in getting loans from IMF, World Bank, ADB and other countries.  
3. Reduction in international trade.  
4. International boycott.  

 
Insta Curious: Do you know about the Asia/Pacific Group on Money Laundering (APG) which is a FATF style 
regional inter-governmental body? Know about its objectives and functions,  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. G7 vs G8 vs G20.  
2. Black vs Grey list.  

3. Are FATF’s decisions binding on member 
countries?  

4. Who heads the FATF?  
5. Where is its secretariat?  

 
Mains Link: What is the mandate and objectives of the Financial Action Task Force? Discuss.  
 

6. Permanent Indus Commission:  
Context:  
A 10-member Indian delegation will visit Pakistan for the annual meeting of the Permanent Indus Commission 
from March 1-3.  

● Under the Indus Water Treaty, it is mandatory to hold a meeting at least once every year ending 
March 31.  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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Significance:  
In a first since the signing of the Indus Water Treaty 
between the two countries, three female officers will 
also be part of the Indian delegation, which will be 
advising the Indian Commissioner on various issues 
during the meeting.  
 
Focus areas:  
Pakistan's objections on Indian hydroelectric projects 
namely Pakal Dul (1,000 MW), Lower Kalnai (48 MW) 
and Kiru (624 MW) in Chenab basin in Jammu and 
Kashmir and few small hydroelectric projects in Ladakh are likely to be on the agenda for discussion.  
 
About the Indus Water Treaty:  

● It is a Water-Distribution Treaty, signed in Karachi on 1960, between India (Pm Jawaharlal Nehru) and 
Pakistan (President Ayub Khan), brokered by the World Bank.  

 
How is the Indus water share between India and Pakistan?  
Under the provisions of the Indus Waters Treaty, signed between India and Pakistan in 1960, all the waters of 
the eastern rivers — the Sutlej, Beas, and Ravi — amounting to around 33 MAF (million acre-feet) annually is 
allocated to India for unrestricted use.  

● The waters of western rivers — Indus, Jhelum, and Chenab — amounting to around 135 MAF annually 
are largely for Pakistan.  

 
The right to generate hydroelectricity:  
Under the Treaty, India has been given the right to generate hydroelectricity through a run of the river 
projects on the western rivers subject to specific criteria for design and operation.  

● It also gives the right to Pakistan to raise concerns on the design of Indian hydroelectric projects on 
western rivers.  

 
Permanent Indus Commission:  

● The Permanent Indus Commission is a bilateral commission of officials from India and Pakistan, created 
to implement and manage goals of the Indus Waters Treaty, 1960.  

● The Commission according to the treaty must meet regularly at least once a year, alternately in India 
and Pakistan.  

 
The functions of the Commission are: 

● to study and report to the two Governments on any problem relating to the development on the 
waters of the rivers. 

● to solve disputes arising over water sharing. 
● to arrange technical visits to projects’ sites and critical river head works. 
● to undertake, once in every five years, a general tour of inspection of the Rivers for ascertaining the 

facts. 
● to take necessary steps for the implementation of the provisions of the treaty. 

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Indus and its tributaries. 
2. When was Indus Water treaty signed? 
3. Who brokered the treaty? 
4. Highlights of the treaty? 

5. Functions of Permanent Indus Commission. 
6. Hydroelectric projects in News in this 

regard.  
 
Mains Link: Discuss the significance of Indus Water 
Treaty.  

 

7. China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC):  
Context:  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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Amid growing economic woes and international isolation forcing over-reliance on China, Pakistani officials have 
said that they are ready to scrap the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) if the US could offer a similar 
deal.  
 
What’s the issue?  
China has been using the financial tool of debt to gain influence across the world and grab considerable power 
in India’s neighbouring countries, thereby increasing the amount of political and security threats the nation is 
exposed to.  
 
How does China’s debt trap diplomacy work?  
● In a push to gain rapid political and economic ascendency across the globe, China dispenses billions of 

dollars in the form of concessional loans to developing countries, mostly for their large-scale infrastructure 
projects.  

● These developing nations, which are primarily low- or middle-income countries, are unable to keep up with 
the repayments, and Beijing then gets a chance to demand concessions or advantages in exchange for debt 
relief.  

 
About CPEC:  
Launched in 2015, the CPEC is the flagship project 
of the multi-billion-dollar Belt and Road Initiative 
(BRI), a pet project of Chinese President Xi Jinping, 
aimed at enhancing Beijing’s influence around the 
world through China-funded infrastructure 
projects.  
● The 3,000 km-long China–Pakistan Economic 

Corridor (CPEC) consists of highways, 
railways, and pipelines.  

● CPEC eventually aims at linking the city of 
Gwadar in South Western Pakistan to China’s 
North Western region Xinjiang through a vast 
network of highways and railways.  

● The proposed project will be financed by 
heavily-subsidised loans, that will be disbursed 
to the Government of Pakistan by Chinese 
banks.  

 
Opposition by the locals:  
CPEC is getting increasingly unmanageable with 
local Pakistanis unhappy with the Chinese soldiers 
and civilians working on the project. Therefore, 
Pakistan has been forced to deploy more soldiers 
in the area.  
 
But, why is India concerned?  
It passes through PoK.  
● CPEC rests on a Chinese plan to secure and 

shorten its supply lines through Gwadar with 
an enhanced presence in the Indian Ocean. 
Hence, it is widely believed that upon CPEC’s 
fruition, an extensive Chinese presence will 
undermine India’s influence in the Indian 
Ocean. 

● It is also being contended that if CPEC were to 
successfully transform the Pakistan economy 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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that could be a “red rag” for India which will remain at the receiving end of a wealthier and stronger 
Pakistan. 

● Besides, India shares a great deal of trust deficit with China and Pakistan and has a history of conflict with 
both. As a result, even though suggestions to re-approach the project pragmatically have been made, no 
advocate has overruled the principle strands of contention that continue to mar India’s equations with 
China and Pakistan. 

 
Insta Curious: Did you know that there are 12 seats reserved for Refugees in PoK elections? Read Here Briefly.  
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What is CPEC? 
2. What is BRI initiative? 

3. What is string of pearls initiative? 
4. Where Gilgit- Baltistan? 
5. Important ports in Pakistan and Iran. 

 
Mains Link: Discuss India’s concerns on the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) framework. Suggest how 
India should tackle the challenges posed by this alliance? 
 
Topics: Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or 
affecting India’s interests. 

1. Comprehensive Economic Cooperation Agreement (CECA):  
Context:  
The interim trade agreement between India and Australia is unlikely to include items that both sides consider 
“sensitive”.  

● The Indian and Australian negotiators will have the final “interim agreement” ready in 30 days and that 
the agreement will be a “win-win” document.  

 
Background:  
Both sides expressed confidence about signing a comprehensive Free Trade Agreement — CECA — and argued 
that the “interim agreement” is an “early harvest deal” aimed at boosting bilateral trade before the completion 
of the negotiations on the final CECA.  
 
India- Australia bilateral trade:  
● India’s exports to Australia amounted to 

$4.04 billion while imports were $8.24 
billion in FY21.  

● Major Indian exports to Australia are 
petroleum products, medicines, polished 
diamonds, gold jewellery, apparel etc, 
while key Australian exports to India 
include coal, LNG, alumina and non-
monetary gold.  

● In services, major Indian exports include travel, telecom and computer, government and financial services, 
while Australian services exports were principally in education and personal travel.  

● In 2020, India was Australia’s seventh-largest trading partner and sixth largest export destination, driven by 
coal and international education.  

 
Significance of the deal for India:  
The interim agreement will mark the beginning of a phase of FTAs that India is aiming to achieve in the coming 
year.  

● Apart from Australia, India is in talks to conclude similar FTAs and early harvest deals with Israel, 
Canada, the European Union and the United Arab Emirates.  

● The Gulf Cooperation Council – the six country block – has also shown interest in concluding an FTA 
with India. The GCC includes Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia and also the UAE.  

 
Insta Curious:  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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Difference between CECA and CEPA:  
1. CECA – Comprehensive Economic Cooperation Agreement.  
2. CEPA – Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement.  

The major “technical” difference between a CECA and CEPA is that CECA involve only “tariff 
reduction/elimination in a phased manner on listed/all items except the negative list and tariff rate quota 
(TRQ) items.  

● CEPA also covers the trade in services and investment and other areas of economic partnership”.  
● So CEPA is a wider term that CECA and has the widest coverage.  
● Usually CECA is signed first with a country and after that negotiations may start for a CEPA.  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About CECA.  
2. About CEPA.  

3. India's FTAs with other countries.  
 
Mains Link: Discuss the significance of India- 
Australia CECA.  

 

Topics: Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries on India’s 
interests, Indian diaspora. 

1. Uighurs:  
Context:  
For its opening ceremony, China picked a final torchbearer from Xinjiang as a rebuttal to the many countries 
that have criticized its human rights record in the region.  

● Xinjiang is a region where multiple governments suspect China is committing an ongoing genocide 
against Uighur/uyghur and other Muslim minorities.  

● But, critics see these developments as publicity stunts.  
 
What's the issue?  
Various countries have called on China to “ensure full respect for the rule of law” for the Muslim Uighur 
community in Xinjiang.  

● Credible reports indicate that over a million people have been arbitrarily detained in Xinjiang and that 
there is widespread surveillance disproportionately targeting Uighurs and members of other minorities 
and restrictions on fundamental freedoms and Uighur culture.  

 
China's response:  
Despite mounting evidence, China denies mistreating the 
Uyghurs, and goes on to insist it is simply running 
"vocational training" centres designed to counter 
extremism.  
 
Who are Uighurs?  
The Uighurs are a predominantly Muslim minority Turkic 
ethnic group, whose origins can be traced to Central and East Asia.  
The Uighurs speak their own language, similar to Turkish, and see themselves as culturally and ethnically close 
to Central Asian nations.  

● China recognises the community only as a regional minority and rejects that they are an indigenous 
group.  

● Currently, the largest population of the Uighur ethnic community lives in the Xinjiang region of China.  
● A significant population of Uighurs also lives in the neighbouring Central Asian countries such as 

Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan and Kazakhstan.  
Uighur Muslims for decades, under the false accusation by the Chinese government of terrorism and 
separatism, have suffered from abuses including persecution, forced detention, intense scrutiny, surveillance 
and even slavery.  
 
Insta Curious: Do you know about China’s One Country Two Systems policy? Which regions are administered 
under this policy? Read this,  
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InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Who are Uighurs?  
2. Where is Xinjiang?  
3. Who are Han Chinese?  

4. Indian states bordering Xinjiang province.  
 
Mains Link: Who are Uighurs? Why are they in 
news? Discuss.   

 

2. Iran nuclear deal:  
Context:  
Western diplomats have set a deadline of later this month to revive the 2015 Iran nuclear deal.  

● The deal was dismantled in 2018 by President Donald Trump.  
 
What's the issue now?  
American officials are concerned about Iran’s rapid nuclear escalation after the US abandoned the deal. Iran 
has already said that it is enriching uranium fuel in the country.  
 
What are the demands by the US?  
US has said that it will rejoin the agreement if Iran complies with the terms of the original deal, and if it 
addresses other issues related to alleged ballistic missile stockpiles and the proxy conflicts that it backs across 
the region.  
 
About the Iran Nuclear Deal:  

● Also known as the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA).  
● The JCPOA was the result of prolonged negotiations from 2013 and 2015 between Iran and P5+1 

(China, France, Germany, Russia, the United Kingdom, the United States, and the European Union, or 
the EU).  

● Under the deal, Tehran agreed to significantly cut its stores of centrifuges, enriched uranium and 
heavy-water, all key components for nuclear weapons. 

 
How has the Iran responded after withdrawal?  

● Mr. Trump pulled the U.S. out of the accord in 2018. Besides, he opted for a “maximum pressure” 
campaign by imposing sanctions and other tough actions.  

● Iran responded by intensifying its enrichment of uranium and building of centrifuges, while maintaining 
its insistence that its nuclear development was for civilian and not military purposes.  

Again, In January 2020, following the drone strike on Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps commander Gen. 
Qasem Soleiman, Iran announced that it would no longer observe the JCPOA’s restraints.  

● The collapse of the JCPOA drags Iran towards nuclear brinkmanship, like North Korea, which has 
created major geopolitical instability in the region and beyond.  

 
Significance of the deal for India:  

● Removing sanctions may revive India’s interest in the Chabahar port, Bandar Abbas port, and other 
plans for regional connectivity.  

● This would further help India to neutralize the Chinese presence in Gwadar port, Pakistan.  
● Restoration of ties between the US and Iran will help India to procure cheap Iranian oil and aid in 

energy security.  
 
Insta Curious: Have you heard about the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty (CTBT)? Is India a member to 
this treaty? Reference: read this.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. What is JCPOA? Signatories. 
2. Iran and its neighbours. 

3. What is IAEA? Relation with the UN. 
4. What is Uranium Enrichment? 

 
Mains Link: Write a note on JCPOA.  

 
Link: https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/revival-of-iran-nuclear-deal-to-be-geopolitical-
considerations-7755981/.  
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3. CAATSA:  
Context:  
Underlining that the purchase of S-400 defence system 
is in New Delhi's security interest, newly appointed 
Russian Ambassador to India Denis Alipov said threats of 
US sanctions against India will not affect the military-
technical cooperation between the two countries.  
● However, the US has repeatedly asked India to 

withdraw from the deal, indicating that the Russian 
S-400 systems may trigger Countering America's 
Adversaries Through Sanctions Act (CAATSA) 
sanctions.  

 
What's the concern?  
There has been unease in Washington ever since 2016 
when India announced the deal with Russia, which 
remains New Delhi’s biggest defence partner.  
● Now, the S-400 deal could attract sanctions under 

US' CAATSA law. The US has already sanctioned 
China and Turkey over similar purchases.  

 
What is the S-400 air defence missile system? Why does India need it?  
The S-400 Triumf is a mobile, surface-to-air missile system (SAM) designed by 
Russia. 

● It is the most dangerous operationally deployed modern long-range SAM 
(MLR SAM) in the world, considered much ahead of the US-developed 
Terminal High Altitude Area Defense system (THAAD).  

 
What is CAATSA, and how did the S-400 deal fall foul of this Act?  
● Countering America’s Adversaries through Sanctions Act (CAATSA)‘s core 

objective is to counter Iran, Russia and North Korea through punitive 
measures.  

● Enacted in 2017.  
● Includes sanctions against countries that engage in significant transactions with 

Russia’s defence and intelligence sectors.  
 
What sanctions will be imposed?  
1. prohibition on loans to the sanctioned person. 
2. prohibition of Export-Import bank assistance for exports to sanctioned persons. 
3. prohibition on procurement by United States Government to procure goods or services from the 

sanctioned person. 
4. denial of visas to persons closely associated with the sanctioned person. 
 
Significance of the deal:  
The S-400 decision is a very strong example of how advanced our defence and strategic partnership is, and how 
strong Indian sovereignty is, to choose its international partners, especially when it comes to issues of national 
interest and national security.  
 
Insta Curious: Do you know about the foundational agreements? There are three agreements called 
foundational agreements. Reference: read this.  
 
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=G5A99KNA5.1&imageview=0.  
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InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. CAATSA is associated 
with?  

2. Powers of US 
president under 
CAATSA.  

3. Types of sanctions that 
can be imposed.  

4. Significant defence 
deals between India 
and Russia.  

5. Overview of Iran 
Nuclear deal.  

 
Mains Link: Discuss the 
features and significance of 
CAATSA. 

 

Topics: Important International institutions, agencies and fora, their structure, mandate. 

1. African Union suspends Burkina Faso over mutiny:  
Context:  
The African Union (AU) has suspended Burkina Faso's participation in the organization's activities until the 
country restores constitutional order after the military mutiny.  
 
What's the issue?  
Like its neighbors Mali and Niger, Burkina Faso has been caught in a spiral of violence since 2015, attributed to 
jihadist movements affiliated with al-Qaeda and the Islamic State group that has left at least 2,000 dead and 
1.4 million displaced.  
The latest move came in response to January 24 Coup that ousted President Roch Marc Christian Kaboré.  

● This is the second suspension in one week following the Burkina Faso coup. ECOWAS was the first to 
suspend Burkina Faso.  

 
About AU:  
The African Union (AU) is a continental union consisting of 55 
countries of the continent of Africa, with exception of various 
territories of European possessions located in Africa. 
● The bloc was founded on 26 May 2001 in Addis Ababa, 

Ethiopia and launched on 9 July 2002 in South Africa.  
● The intention of the AU is to replace the Organisation of 

African Unity (OAU), established on 25 May 1963 in Addis 
Ababa by 32 signatory governments.  

● The AU’s secretariat, the African Union Commission, is based 
in Addis Ababa.  

 
About ECOWAS:  
● It is a regional political and economic union of fifteen countries located in West Africa.  
● Established in 1975, with the signing of the Treaty of Lagos.  
● The goal of ECOWAS is to achieve "collective self-sufficiency" for its member states by creating a single 

large trade bloc by building a full economic and trading union.  
● It also serves as a peacekeeping force in the region.  
● Considered one of the pillar regional blocs of the continent-wide African Economic Community (AEC).  
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ECOWAS includes two sub-regional blocs:  
1. The West African Economic and Monetary Union is an organisation of eight, mainly French-speaking 

states.  
2. The West African Monetary Zone (WAMZ), established in 2000, comprises six mainly English-speaking 

countries.  
 
Insta Curious: Did you know about the African Nuclear-Weapons-Free Zone Treaty?  
Read here for more details:  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About the Bloc.  

2. It's goals and objectives.  
3. Members.  
4. Sub-regional blocs under it.  

 
 

2. United Nations Commission on International Trade Law (UNCITRAL):  
Context:  
The Economic Survey 2021-22 has highlighted the need for a "standardised framework for cross-border 
insolvency" that will help lenders of debt-ridden companies to claim and recover the corporations' assets and 
liabilities on foreign shores also.  
 
What needs to be done now?  
The survey mentioned the report of the Insolvency Law Committee, which had recommended the adoption of 
the United Nations Commission on International Trade Law (UNCITRAL) with certain modifications to bring the 
foreign assets under the insolvency process.  
 
Need for:  
The IBC currently does not allow for automatic recognition of any insolvency proceedings in other countries" 
and the present provisions "leads to uncertainty of outcomes of claims for creditors, debtors and other 
stakeholders as well.  
 
About UNCITRAL:  

● It provides a legislative framework that can be adopted by countries with modifications to suit the 
domestic context of the enacting jurisdiction.  

● It has been adopted by 49 countries, including Singapore, UK, US and South Africa.  
● UNCITRAL allows foreign professionals and creditors direct access to domestic courts and enables 

them to participate in and commence domestic insolvency proceedings.  
● It allows recognition of foreign proceedings and enables courts to determine relief accordingly.  

 
Insta Curious: Did you know that the UN Commission on International Trade Law (UNCITRAL) is a subsidiary 
body of the U.N. General Assembly responsible for helping to facilitate international trade and investment? It 
was established by the UNGA in 1966. 
 

3. UNEP@50:  
Context:  
The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) is celebrating its 50th anniversary in 2022.  
 
About UNEP:  
Founded in 1972 following the landmark UN Conference on the Human Environment.  
UNEP was conceived to monitor the state of the environment, inform policy making with science and 
coordinate responses to the world’s environmental challenges.  

● Major Reports: Emission Gap Report, Global Environment Outlook, Frontiers, Invest into Healthy 
Planet.  

● Major Campaigns: Beat Pollution, UN75, World Environment Day, Wild for Life.  
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Achievements:  

● Since its creation, UNEP has worked closely with its 193 Member States and other stakeholders to 
galvanize worldwide commitments and coordinated action to address many of the world’s most 
pressing environmental challenges.  

● It also played a leading role as the docking station for 15 multilateral environmental agreements.  
 
Key milestones and timeline:  

● 1972: Maurice Strong is elected as first head of UNEP.  
● 1973: UNEP opens first headquarters. On 2 October at the Kenyatta International Convention Centre.  
● 1973: Leaders sign Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships Known as MARPOL.  
● 1973: States adopt the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and 

Flora (CITES). CITES became a UNEP-administered multilateral environmental agreement in 1984.  
● 1974: World Environment Day makes its debut. The world celebrates the first World Environment Day 

organized by UNEP on 5 June under the theme “Only One Earth.”  
● 1974: Regional Seas Programme established.  
● 1976: The Convention for the Protection of the Mediterranean Sea Against Pollution (Barcelona 

Convention) was adopted on 16 February 1976 in Barcelona and entered into force in 1978.  
● 1979: States adopt Convention on Migratory Species. Also known as the Bonn Convention.  

 
For detailed overview of the timeline, refer this.  
 
UNEP hosts the secretariats of many critical multilateral environmental agreements and research bodies. These 
include the following:  

1. The Convention on Biological Diversity  
2. The Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora  
3. The Minamata Convention on Mercury  
4. The Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm Conventions  
5. The Vienna Convention for the Protection of Ozone Layer and the Montreal Protocol  
6. The Convention on Migratory Species  
7. The Carpathian Convention  
8. The Bamako Convention  
9. The Tehran Convention  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims link: UNEP- aims, powers and mandate.  
 
Mains link: Throw light on the UNEP’s significance and its role in environmental conservation efforts 
 

4. What is Quad?  
Context:  
With China and Russia coming closer, the US has planned to “enhance cooperation, engagement, strategic and 
economic ties” with its Quad partners.  
 
Focus areas:  

● To further bolster ties between their countries at all levels of government while finding creative and 
holistic ways to manage national security risks.  

● To facilitate better coordination on international engagement between national and subnational 
officials throughout the four participating countries.  

 
Need for:  
As competition continues between China and members of the Quad, it will be critical to find ways to creatively 
engage in ways that mitigate risk.  
 
What is Quad grouping? 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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The quadrilateral security dialogue includes Japan, India, United States and Australia. 
● All four nations find a common ground of being the democratic nations and common interests of 

unhindered maritime trade and security. 
 
Genesis: 
The grouping traces its genesis to 2004 when the four countries came together to coordinate relief operations 
in the aftermath of the tsunami. 

● It then met for the first time in 2007 on the sidelines of the Association of SouthEast Asian Nations 
(ASEAN) summit. 

● The intention was to enhance maritime cooperation between the four nations. 
 
Significance of the grouping: 

● Quad is an opportunity for like-minded countries to share notes and collaborate on projects of mutual 
interest. 

● Members share a vision of an open and free Indo-Pacific. Each is involved in development and 
economic projects as well as in promoting maritime domain awareness and maritime security. 

● It is one of the many avenues for interaction among India, Australia, Japan and the US and should not 
be seen in an exclusive context. 

 
What are China’s views on the Quad? 
There is a general understanding that the Quad would not take on a military dimension against any country. 
The strategic community in China, nevertheless, had branded it an emerging “Asian NATO”. 
Notably, Japanese PM Shinzo Abe’s “Confluence of Two Seas” address to the Indian Parliament gave a fresh 
impetus to the Quad concept. This recognised the economic rise of India. 
 
Insta Curious: Have you heard of Quad Plus? Quad members have also indicated a willingness to expand the 
partnership through a so-called Quad Plus that would include South Korea, New Zealand, and Vietnam amongst 
others. Read more about this here.  
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Quad- composition. 
2. When was it first proposed? 

3. Countries and important islands in the 
Indian Ocean region. 

4. Geographical overview of Indo-Pacific 
region. 

5. Important seas and straits in the region. 
 
Mains Link: A formal revival and re-invigoration of the Quad is called for to maintain peace and tranquillity and 
to ensure observance of the UN Law of the Seas. Examine. 
 

5. UN peacekeepers:  
Context:  
UN peacekeepers and troops of the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) have increased patrols near the 
site of last week's deadly raid on internally displaced persons (IDPs) in northeast Ituri province.  
 
What's the issue?  
The UN peacekeeping mission in the DRC, known by its French acronym as MONUSCO, recently exchanged fire 
with members of the Cooperative for the Development of Congo (CODECO) militia. The clash occurred during 
an operation to cordon and search in the Uzi area of Ituri province.  

● The Savo attack is the latest in a string of devastating raids by CODECO on sites for displaced people in 
Ituri, where ethnic tensions between the Hema and the Lendu communities have existed for years.  

 
How are UN Peacekeeping operations funded?  

● While decisions about establishing, maintaining or expanding a peacekeeping operation are taken by 
the Security Council, the financing of UN Peacekeeping operations is the collective responsibility of 
all UN Member States.  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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● Every Member State is legally obligated to pay their respective share towards peacekeeping. This is in 
accordance with the provisions of Article 17 of the Charter of the United Nations.  

 
The top 5 providers of assessed contributions to United Nations Peacekeeping operations for 2020-2021 are:  

1. United States.  
2. China.  
3. Japan.  
4. Germany.  
5. United Kingdom.  

 
What is peacekeeping? It’s significance?  

● United Nations Peacekeeping is a joint effort between the Department of Peace Operations and the 
Department of Operational Support.  

● Every peacekeeping mission is authorized by the Security Council.  
 
Composition:  

1. UN peacekeepers (often referred to as Blue Berets or Blue Helmets because of their light blue berets 
or helmets) can include soldiers, police officers, and civilian personnel.  

2. Peacekeeping forces are contributed by member states on a voluntary basis.  
3. Civilian staff of peace operations are international civil servants, recruited and deployed by the UN 

Secretariat.  
 
UN Peacekeeping is guided by three basic principles:  

1. Consent of the parties.  
2. Impartiality.  
3. Non-use of force except in self-defence and defence of the mandate.  

 
UNITE AWARE:  
UNITE AWARE is a mobile tech platform developed by India to provide terrain-related information to the UN 
peacekeepers so as to ensure their safety. It is being developed in partnership with the UN Department of 
Peacekeeping Operations and the Department of Operational Support. India has spent 1.64 million USD for this 
project.  
 
Insta Curious: Did you know that In 2007, India became the first country to deploy an all-women contingent to 
a UN peacekeeping mission? Know about the current 13 peacekeeping operations,  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Who funds peacekeeping operations?  
2. Role of UNSC.  
3. Composition of Peacekeepers?  
4. Why peacekeepers are called as Blue 

Helmets?  

5. Guiding principles of UN peacekeeping.  
6. Ongoing peacekeeping missions.  

 
Mains Link: Write a note on UN Peacekeeping and 
its significance.  

 

6. International Court of Justice (ICJ):  
Context:  
Delivering its judgement, the International Court of Justice (ICJ) has awarded the DRC $225 million for damage 
to persons, which includes loss of life, rape, recruitment of child soldiers and displacement of civilians.  

● Now, Uganda must pay the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) $325 million in reparations related 
to the brutal conflict between the two nations from 1998 to 2003.  

 
What's the issue?  
The DRC initially filed the case with the ICJ in June 1999, citing acts of armed aggression perpetrated by Uganda 
on its territory “in flagrant violation of the United Nations Charter and of the Charter of the Organization of 
African Unity.”  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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● At the height of the war, more than nine African countries were drawn into the fighting.  
● The Court ruled in December 2005 that Uganda had to make reparation to the DRC, but the sides could 

not reach agreement.  
 
About ICJ:  

● ICJ was established in 1945 by the United Nations charter and started 
working in April 1946.  

● It is the principal judicial organ of the United Nations, situated at the 
Peace Palace in The Hague (Netherlands).  

● Unlike the six principal organs of the United Nations, it is the only one 
not located in New York (USA).  

● It settles legal disputes between States and gives advisory opinions in 
accordance with international law, on legal questions referred to it by 
authorized United Nations organs and specialized agencies.  

 
Structure:  

● The Court is composed of 15 judges, who are elected for terms of office of nine years by the United 
Nations General Assembly and the Security Council. These organs vote simultaneously but separately.  

● In order to be elected, a candidate must receive an absolute majority of the votes in both bodies.  
● In order to ensure a measure of continuity, one third of the Court is elected every three years and 

Judges are eligible for re-election.  
● ICJ is assisted by a Registry, its administrative organ. Its official languages are English and French.  

 
The 15 judges of the Court are distributed in following regions: 

1. Three from Africa. 
2. Two from Latin America and Caribbean. 
3. Three from Asia. 
4. Five from Western Europe and other states. 
5. Two from Eastern Europe.  

 
Independence of judges:  
Unlike other organs of international organizations, the Court is not composed of representatives of 
governments. Members of the Court are independent judges whose first task, before taking up their duties, is 
to make a solemn declaration in open court that they will exercise their powers impartially and conscientiously.  
 
Jurisdiction and Functioning:  

● ICJ acts as a world court with two fold jurisdiction i.e. legal disputes between States submitted to it by 
them (contentious cases) and requests for advisory opinions on legal questions referred to it by 
United Nations organs and specialized agencies (advisory proceedings).  

● Only States which are members of the United Nations and which have become parties to the Statute of 
the Court or which have accepted its jurisdiction under certain conditions, are parties to contentious 
cases.  

● The judgment is final, binding on the parties to a case and without appeal (at the most it may be 
subject to interpretation or, upon the discovery of a new fact, revision).  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Differences between ICJ and ICC.  
2. Geographical locations of these 

organisations and overview of surrounding 
countries.  

3. Doha accord between US and Taliban.  
4. What is Rome statute?  

 
Mains Link: Write a note on ICJ.  

 

7. ASEAN:  
Context:  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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India is in discussion with the 10-nation bloc ASEAN for initiating the review of the FTA (free-trade agreement) 
in goods between the two regions to seek more market access for domestic products.  
 
Free Trade Agreement (FTA):  

● It is a pact between two or more nations to reduce barriers to imports and exports among them.  
● Under a free trade policy, goods and services can be bought and sold across international borders with 

little or no government tariffs, quotas, subsidies, or prohibitions to inhibit their exchange.  
● The concept of free trade is the opposite of trade protectionism or economic isolationism.  

 
What is ASEAN?  
The Association of Southeast Asian Nations is a regional organization which was 
established to promote political and social stability amid rising tensions among 
the Asia-Pacific’s post-colonial states.  
The motto of ASEAN is “One Vision, One Identity, One Community”.  
ASEAN Secretariat – Indonesia, Jakarta.  
 
Genesis:  
Established in 1967 with the signing of the ASEAN Declaration (Bangkok Declaration) by its founding fathers.  
Founding Fathers of ASEAN are: Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines, Singapore and Thailand.  
 
Ten Members: Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, 
and Vietnam.  
 
Significance of ASEAN for India:  

1. Against the backdrop of aggressive moves by China, including the Ladakh standoff, India placed the 
ASEAN at the centre of India’s Act East policy and held that a cohesive and responsive ASEAN is 
essential for security and growth for all in the region.  

2. ASEAN is necessary for the success of the Security And Growth for All in the Region (SAGAR) Vision.  
3. The region is significant for diversification and resilience of supply chains for post-Covid-19 economic 

recovery.  
4. It is India’s 4th largest trading partner with about USD 86.9 billion in trade.  

 
Insta Curious: India became a Sectoral Partner of ASEAN in 1992. Read here.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Geographical location of asean countries.  
2. Total population of asean countries.  

3. Chairmanship of ASEAN.  
4. When and where Asean summits are held?  
5. What are Free-trade agreements (FTAs)?  

 
Mains Link: Examine the significance of ASEAN for India’s economic, geo-strategic and security imperatives?  
 
Link: https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehindu.com/business/india-asean-in-talks-to-start-fta-
review/article38404258.ece/amp/.  
 

8. Society for Worldwide Interbank Financial Telecommunication (SWIFT):  
Context:  
As tensions exacerbate between Washington and Moscow over Ukraine, political commentators say that the 
United States could, as a last resort, exclude Russia from the Society for Worldwide Interbank Financial 
Telecommunication (SWIFT).  
 
What happens if one is excluded from SWIFT?  
● If a country is excluded from the most participatory financial facilitating platform, its foreign funding would 

take a hit, making it entirely reliant on domestic investors. This is particularly troublesome when 
institutional investors are constantly seeking new markets in newer territories.  
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What is SWIFT? 
It is a messaging network 
that financial institutions 
use to securely transmit 
information and 
instructions through a 
standardized system of 
codes. Under SWIFT, each 
financial organization has 
a unique code which is 
used to send and receive 
payments.  
● SWIFT does not 

facilitate funds 
transfer: rather, it 
sends payment orders, 
which must be settled by correspondent accounts that the institutions have with each other.  

● The SWIFT is a secure financial message carrier — in other words, it transports messages from one bank to 
its intended bank recipient.  

● Its core role is to provide a secure transmission channel so that Bank A knows that its message to Bank B 
goes to Bank B and no one else. Bank B, in turn, knows that Bank A, and no one other than Bank A, sent, 
read or altered the message en route. Banks, of course, need to have checks in place before actually 
sending messages.  

 
Where is it located?  
The Belgium-headquartered SWIFT connects more than 11,000 banking and securities organizations in over 200 
countries and territories.  
 
How is it administered?  
● It is regulated by G-10 central banks from Belgium, Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, The 

Netherlands, the United Kingdom, the United States, Switzerland, and Sweden, alongside the European 
Central Bank. Its lead overseer is the National Bank of Belgium.  

● The SWIFT oversight forum was established in 2012. The G-10 participants were joined by the central 
banks of India, Australia, Russia, South Korea, Saudi Arabia, Singapore, South Africa, the Republic of Turkey, 
and the People’s Republic of China.  

 
SWIFT India:  
SWIFT India is a joint venture of top Indian public and private sector banks and SWIFT (Society for Worldwide 
Interbank Financial Telecommunication). The company was created to deliver high quality domestic financial 
messaging services to the Indian financial community. Bhattacharya said the venture has a huge potential to 
contribute significantly to the financial community in many domains.  
 
Significance of SWIFT:  
● Messages sent by SWIFT’s customers are authenticated using its specialised security and identification 

technology.  
● Encryption is added as the messages leave the customer environment and enter the SWIFT Environment.  
● Messages remain in the protected SWIFT environment, subject to all its confidentiality and integrity 

commitments, throughout the transmission process while they are transmitted to the operating centres 
(OPCs) where they are processed — until they are safely delivered to the receiver.  

 
Insta Curious:  
SWIFT, first used in 1973, went live in 1977 with 518 institutions from 22 countries, its website states. SWIFT 
itself had replaced the much slower and far less dynamic Telex.  
 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/


 

www.insightsonindia.com       77  InsightsIAS 

9. Organization of Islamic Cooperation:  
Context:  
India  has condemned the "motivated and misleading statement" made by the Organization of Islamic 
Cooperation (OIC), which expressed deep concerns over what it called "continued attacks on Muslims in India" 
and called upon the international community to take necessary measures.  
 
What's the issue?  
OIC had expresses deep concern over recent public calls for genocide of Muslims by the 'Hindutva' proponents 
in Haridwar in the state of Uttarakhand and reported incidents of harassment of Muslim women on social 
media sites as well as banning of Muslim girl students from wearing hijab in the state of Karnataka.  
 
India's response:  
Issues in India are considered and resolved in accordance with our constitutional framework and mechanisms, 
as well as democratic ethos and polity.  
 
Concerns over these remarks:  
This is not the first time that the OIC has commented on India's internal matters.  

● The OIC had asked India to reverse its decision of scrapping Article 370, which gave special status to 
the erstwhile state of Jammu and Kashmir, during the sidelines of 76th UN General Assembly.  

 
About OIC:  

● It is an international organization founded in 1969, consisting of 57 member states. 
● It is the second largest inter-governmental organization after the United Nations. 
● The organisation states that it is “the collective voice of the Muslim world” and works to “safeguard 

and protect the interests of the Muslim world in the spirit of promoting international peace and 
harmony “. 

● The OIC has permanent delegations to the United Nations and the European Union. 
● Permanent Secretariat is in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia. 

 
Significance of OIC for India:  
OIC’s growing economic and energy interdependence with India has become important in recent times. 

● Individually, India has good relations with almost all member nations. Ties with the UAE and Saudi 
Arabia, especially, have improved significantly in recent years. 

● The OIC includes two of India’s close neighbours, Bangladesh and Maldives.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. OIC- objectives. 
2. Functions. 

3. Members. 
4. Subsidiary organisations. 

 
Mains Link: Write a note on OIC.  

 

10. Russia-Ukraine crisis:  
Context:  
Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelensky recently said he had declared February 16, which U.S. officials had said 
could be the date of a Russian attack, as a day of "national unity".  

● However, Russia has clarified that it has no plans to invade Ukraine.  
 
What does Russia want now?  

● Talks to discuss implementation of previous commitments on NATO expansion.  
● NATO troops moving out of Post-Soviet States.  
● A commitment that Ukraine will not be given NATO members.  
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● Security guarantees for the future.  
 
What do US and European states that form NATO 
want?  
● Russian troops to pull back from borders.  
● Russia to stop war games in neighbouring countries 

like Belarus.  
● Willing to discuss security guarantees, but no 

commitment on independent states joining NATO - 
according to a letter leaked to a Spanish newspaper.  

● Wants guarantees that Russia will not invade 
Ukraine- Russia has said it has no intention to —but 
troops amassed are worrying.  

 
India's greatest concerns are:  
1. World War scenario: Any conflict- where the U.S. 

and its European allies are ranged against Russia will 
impact the whole world- economically and in terms 
of security, and India, as a partner to both Moscow and Washington will either have to take sides, or be 
prepared to deal with unhappiness from both sides.  

2. S-400 delivery and US waiver: The crisis comes precisely as India’s purchase of the Russian S-400 missile 
system is under way- and New Delhi hopes for a waiver of U.S. sanctions on this. Conflict will complicate 
both the delivery of the system, and the possibility of a presidential waiver.   

3. Moves focus from China: Just as U.S. and Europe had grown more focussed on their Indo-Pacific strategy 
that puts India centre-stage, and India grapples with Chinese aggression and land-grab at the Line of Actual 
Control, and 100,000 troops along the boundary on both sides, the world’s attention is diverted from China 
to Russia.  

4. Brings Russia China closer- the Crisis will make Moscow more dependent on friends like China, and build a 
regional bloc of sorts that India is not a part of. In Beijing this week, the future seems evident- as India has 
announced a diplomatic and political boycott of the Olympic games- while Putin, Central Asian Presidents, 
and Pakistan PM Imran Khan are all in Beijing to stand in solidarity with Xi Jinping.  

5. Energy crisis: In any conflict- Europe worries Russia will turn down gas and oil supplies- driving energy 
prices up. Already tensions have pushed oil prices up 14% in a month past $90 and analyst say they could 
hit $125 a barrel if the situation is not resolved.  

 
What is the conflict all about?  
Tensions between Ukraine and Russia, both former Soviet states, escalated in late 2013 over a landmark 
political and trade deal with the European Union. After the pro-Russian then-President, Viktor Yanukovych, 
suspended the talks, weeks of protests in Kiev erupted into violence.  
● Then, in March 2014, Russia annexed Crimea, an autonomous peninsula in southern Ukraine with strong 

Russian loyalties, on the pretext that it was defending its interests and those of Russian-speaking citizens.  
● Shortly afterwards, pro-Russian separatists in Ukraine’s Donetsk and Luhansk regions declared their 

independence from Kiev, prompting months of heavy fighting. Despite Kiev and Moscow signing a peace 
deal in Minsk in 2015, brokered by France and Germany, there have been repeated ceasefire violations.  

 
Insta Curious: Germany has warned Russia that the Nord Stream pipeline would be stopped if they were to 
invade Ukraine. Where is the Nord Stream pipeline? Reference: read this.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. NATO- genesis and headquarters.  
2. What is NATO Allied Command 

Operations?  
3. Who can become members of NATO?  
4. Overview of the Washington Treaty.  

5. Countries surrounding the North Atlantic 
Ocean.  

6. Latest NATO member.  
 
Mains Link: Discuss the objectives and significance 
of NATO.  
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11. North Atlantic Treaty Organization:  
Context:  
Russia has said it is pulling out its forces surrounding Ukraine. But, NATO and the U.S. have said that they are 
yet to be convinced the pullout was real.  
 
What's the issue?  
Fears have been mounting of a major escalation of the conflict in eastern Ukraine, where government forces 
have battled separatists in the mainly Russian-speaking Donbas region since 2014. Crimean peninsula was 
annexed by Moscow in 2014.  
Now, Russia has stationed its military across the border.  
 
But, why is Russia worried about NATO?  
Russia has demanded that NATO guarantees Ukraine will never join the alliance.  

● Russia believes that NATO is "encircling" Russia and posing a threat.  
● It is also said that NATO missile defence threatens Russian security.  
● Above all, NATO is believed to be a U.S. geopolitical project and has always tried to isolate or 

marginalise Russia.  
 
About North Atlantic Treaty Organization:  
It is an intergovernmental military alliance.  
Established by Washington treaty. 
Treaty that was signed on 4 April 1949. 
Headquarters — Brussels, Belgium. 
Headquarters of Allied Command Operations — Mons, Belgium.  
 
Significance:  
It constitutes a system of collective defence whereby its independent member states agree to mutual defence 
in response to an attack by any external party. 
 
Composition:  
Since its founding, the admission of new member states has increased the alliance from the original 12 
countries to 30. The most recent member state to be added to NATO was North Macedonia on 27 March 2020.  
NATO membership is open to “any other European state in a position to further the principles of this Treaty 
and to contribute to the security of the North Atlantic area.” 
 
Objectives:  
Political – NATO promotes democratic values and 
enables members to consult and cooperate on defence 
and security-related issues to solve problems, build trust 
and, in the long run, prevent conflict.  
Military – NATO is committed to the peaceful resolution 
of disputes. If diplomatic efforts fail, it has the military 
power to undertake crisis-management operations. 
These are carried out under the collective defence 
clause of NATO’s founding treaty – Article 5 of the 
Washington Treaty or under a United Nations 
mandate, alone or in cooperation with other countries 
and international organisations.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. NATO- genesis and headquarters. 

2. What is NATO Allied Command 
Operations? 

3. Who can become members of NATO? 
4. Overview of the Washington Treaty. 
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5. Countries surrounding the North Atlantic 
Ocean. 

6. Latest NATO member.  

 
Mains Link: Discuss the objectives and significance of NATO. 
 
Link: https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehindu.com/news/national/russia-says-pull-back-continues-
amid-nato-us-scepticism/article65056661.ece/amp/.  
 

12. AUKUS Alliance:  
Context:  
China has equated the India, U.S., Australia, Japan Quad grouping with the AUKUS (Australia, U.K., U.S.) 
defence pact, calling both “exclusive cliques” part of the Biden administration’s “ill-intentioned” Indo-Pacific 
strategy.  

● It said, this ‘strategy’ resurrects the Cold War mentality and  will only bring division and turbulence to 
the Asia-Pacific.  

 
About the AUKUS Pact:  
● The UK, US and Australia, in 2021, announced a historic security pact in the Asia-Pacific, in what's seen as 

an effort to counter China. It is called the AUKUS pact and AUKUS alliance.  
● Under the AUKUS alliance, the three nations have agreed to enhance the development of joint capabilities 

and technology sharing, foster deeper integration of security and defence-related science, technology, 
industrial bases and supply chains.  

● Under the first major initiative of AUKUS, Australia would build a fleet of nuclear-powered submarines 
with the help of the US and the UK, a capability aimed at promoting stability in the Indo-Pacific region.  

 
China's response:  
China has condemned the agreement as "extremely irresponsible".  
Concerns raised by China:  

● The Alliance undermines regional peace and stability and intensifies the arms race.  
● It shall reinvent a "Cold War mentality and ideological prejudice".  

 
Rationale behind the formation of this alliance:  
The new partnership was announced in a joint virtual press conference. And while China was not mentioned 
directly, the three leaders referred repeatedly to regional security concerns which they said had "grown 
significantly".  
● In recent years, Beijing has been accused of raising tensions in disputed territories such as the South China 

Sea.  
● Western nations have been wary of China's infrastructure investment on Pacific islands, and have also 

criticised China's trade sanctions against countries like Australia.  
 
Why nuclear-powered submarines?  
These submarines are much faster and harder to detect than conventionally powered fleets. They can stay 
submerged for months, shoot missiles longer distances and also carry more.  
● Having them stationed in Australia is critical to US influence in the region, analysts say.  
● The US is sharing its submarine technology for the first time in 50 years. It had previously only shared 

technology with the UK.  
● Australia will become just the seventh nation in the world to operate nuclear-powered submarines, after 

the US, UK, France, China, India and Russia.  
● Australia has reaffirmed it has no intention of obtaining nuclear weapons.  
 
Insta Curious: Learn about Asia/Pacific Group on Money Laundering (APG) here.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About AUKUS Pact.  

2. Objectives.  
3. Features.  
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Mains Link: Discuss why China is concerned about 
the AUKUS Alliance.  
 

13. G20 Summit:  
Context:  
The Union Cabinet has set in motion the process to build a Secretariat that will look after the affairs of 
organising the G20 summit in 2023.  

● India will steer the international body as its President from December 1, 2022 to November 30, 2023, 
which will lead to the G20 summit to be hosted here.  

 
Proposed G20 Secretariat:  

● G20 Secretariat is being established to handle work relating to substantive/knowledge/content, 
technical, media, security and logistical aspects of India’s G20 Presidency.  

● It will be manned by officers and staff from the Ministry of External Affairs, Ministry of Finance, and 
other relevant line Ministries/Departments and domain knowledge experts.  

● The Secretariat will be functional till February 2024.  
 
What is the G20?  
The G20 is an annual meeting of leaders from the countries with the largest and fastest-growing economies.  

● Its members account for 85% of the world’s GDP, and two-thirds of its population.  
● The G20 Summit is formally known as the “Summit on Financial Markets and the World Economy”.  

 
Establishment:  
After the Asian Financial Crisis in 1997-1998, it was acknowledged that the participation of major emerging 
market countries is needed on discussions on the international financial system, and G7 finance ministers 
agreed to establish the G20 Finance Ministers and Central Bank Governors meeting in 1999. 
 
Presidency:  

● The group has no permanent staff of its own, so every year in December, a G20 country from a rotating 
region takes on the presidency.  

● That country is then responsible for organising the next summit, as well as smaller meetings for the 
coming year.  

● They can also choose to invite non-member countries along as guests.  
● The first G20 meeting took place in Berlin in 1999, after a financial crisis in East Asia affected many 

countries around the world.  
 
Full membership of the G20:  
Argentina, Australia, Brazil, Canada, China, France, 
Germany, India, Indonesia, Italy, Japan, Mexico, 
Russia, Saudi Arabia, South Africa, South Korea, 
Turkey, the United Kingdom, the United States and 
the European Union.  
 
Its relevance in changing times:  

● As globalization progresses and various 
issues become more intricately intertwined, the recent G20 summits have focused not only on 
macroeconomy and trade, but also on a wide range of global issues which have an immense impact on 
the global economy, such as development, climate change and energy, health, counter-terrorism, as 
well as migration and refugees.  

● The G20 has sought to realize an inclusive and sustainable world through its contributions towards 
resolving these global issues.  

 
Insta Curious:  
Do you know about Sherpas? Reference: read this.  
Did you know that the 2021 G20 Summit was held in Rome, Italy?  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. G20 vs G20+ vs G7 vs G8. 

2. Objectives and sub- groups. 
3. Overview of Geographical locations of the 

member countries.  
 
Mains Link: Do you think the recent G20 summits have turned into talking shops rather than getting down to 
brass tacks? Critically analyse.  
  
Link: https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehindu.com/news/international/g20-ends-without-time-bound-
promise-on-climate-change/article37268193.ece/amp/.  
 

14. Council of Europe:  
Context:  
Russia's membership in the Council of Europe has been suspended after its invasion of Ukraine.  
 
What's the issue?  
Russia has launched a full-blown attack on Ukraine, 
with Russian forces entering the Obolon district, 
which is less than 10 km away from Central Kyiv - 
the government's seat of power.  
 
Resolution against Russia's position on Ukraine:  
India abstained on a US-sponsored UN Security 
Council resolution that “deplores in the strongest 
terms” Russia’s “aggression” against Ukraine, with 
New Delhi saying dialogue is the only answer to 
settling differences and disputes.  

● The resolution was presented by the US 
and Albania, and co-sponsored by several 
other nations.  

● The Council’s resolution reaffirmed its 
commitment to the sovereignty, 
independence, unity and territorial 
integrity of Ukraine within its 
internationally recognised borders.  

● It demanded that Russia “shall 
immediately, completely, and unconditionally withdraw all of its military forces from the territory of 
Ukraine within its internationally recognised borders”.  

 
Why did India abstain?  
India did not endorse the harsh language used in the resolution condemning Russia’s actions. It wants to 
maintain a balance between the Western bloc led by the US, and Russia, since it has strategic partners on both 
sides.  
 
About the Council of Europe:  

● The Council of Europe is an international organization 
founded in the wake of World War II to uphold human 
rights, democracy and the rule of law in Europe.  

● Founded in 1949 (Treaty of London (1949)), it has 46 
member states (including all 27 EU members), with a 
population of approximately 820 million, and operates with 
an annual budget of approximately 500 million euros.  

● Headquarters: Palace of Europe, Strasbourg, France.  
 
Roles and responsibilities:  
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The Council of Europe cannot make binding laws, but it does have the power to enforce select international 
agreements reached by European states on various topics.  
 
Insta Curious: Did you know that no country has ever joined the EU without first belonging to the Council of 
Europe?  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About the Council of Europe.  
2. European Union.  

3. European Court.  
4. NATO.  
5. Ukraine Crisis.  
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GENERAL STUDIES – 3 
 

Topics: Indian Economy and issues relating to planning, mobilization of resources, growth, 
development and employment. 

1. MGNREGA:  
Context:  
As per the latest economic survey:  
● Demand for work under MGNREGA scheme has dropped from the peak of the first lockdown, but is still 

higher than pre-COVID levels.  
● The highest demand for work under the scheme was seen in States which are usually the destination of 

migrant workers, rather than source States.  
 
What's the issue?  
● Advocates for rural workers have argued that the drop in 

demand is due to funding constraints, and urged a significant 
increase in allocations for the scheme in Union budget.  

● The Centre had infused ₹40,000 crore worth of additional 
funding early in the first lockdown.  

● However, additional funding was not available until late in 
the year when many States had already run out of money, 
forcing an artificial suppression in demand on the ground.  

 
About MGNREGA:  
The scheme was introduced in 2005 as a social measure that 
guarantees “the right to work”.  

● The key tenet of this social measure and labour law is that the local government will have to legally 
provide at least 100 days of wage employment in rural India to enhance their quality of life.  

 
Key objectives:  

1. Generation of paid rural employment of not less than 100 days for each worker who volunteers for 
unskilled labour.  

2. Proactively ensuring social inclusion by strengthening the livelihood base of rural poor.  
3. Creation of durable assets in rural areas such as wells, ponds, roads and canals.  
4. Reduce urban migration from rural areas.  
5. Create rural infrastructure by using untapped rural labour.  

 
The following are the eligibility criteria for receiving the benefits under MGNREGA scheme:  

1. Must be Citizen of India to seek MGNREGA benefits.  
2. Job seeker has completed 18 years of age at the time of application.  
3. The applicant must be part of a local household (i.e. application must be made with local Gram 

Panchayat).  
4. Applicants must volunteer for unskilled labour.  

 
Implementation of the scheme:  

1. Within 15 days of submitting the application or from the day work is demanded, wage employment will 
be provided to the applicant.  

2. Right to get unemployment allowance in case employment is not provided within fifteen days of 
submitting the application or from the date when work is sought.  

3. Social Audit of MGNREGA works is mandatory, which lends to accountability and transparency.  
4. The Gram Sabha is the principal forum for wage seekers to raise their voices and make demands.  
5. It is the Gram Sabha and the Gram Panchayat which approves the shelf of works under MGNREGA and 

fix their priority.  
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Insta Curious: Did you know that the Indian Constitution does not explicitly recognise the 'right to work' as a 
fundamental right? Then, how is it treated under the Constitution? Reference: read this.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Under MGNREGA, what are the roles of 
Gram Sabha, Gram Panchayat, States, State 
Food Commission, Centre?  

2. What are job cards, who issues them?  
3. Who sets up the State Employment 

Guarantee Fund?  
4. What is Wage employment?  
5. Who conducts social audits?  

 
Mains Link: Discuss the key features and significance of MGNREGA.  
 

Topics: Inclusive growth and issues arising from it. 
 
Topics: Government Budgeting. 

1. Highlights of the Union Budget 2022:  
Finance minister Nirmala Sitharaman on February 1 presented a budget worth Rs 39.45 lakh crore with massive 
push to infrastructure spending.  
 
Note: Know about budget, what it means, related constitutional provisions and presentation stages here.  
 
Now, highlights of the 2022 budget:  
 
Total spending and Focus:  
● To enhance job creation and boost economic activity.  
● Total government spending will be 4.6 per cent more than the current year and additional support of Rs 1 

lakh crore to states has been announced.  
● The total expenditure in 2022-23 is estimated at Rs 39.45 lakh crore, while the total receipts other than 

borrowings are estimated at Rs 22.84 lakh crore.  
● The outlay for capital expenditure is once again being stepped up sharply by 35.4 per cent from Rs 5.54 

lakh crore in the current year to Rs 7.50 lakh crore in 2022-23.  
 
Few observations about the State of the 
economy:  
● The government projects India's economy to 

grow by 9.2 per cent in the current fiscal 
year.  

● India's gross domestic product (GDP) in 
dollar terms has already crossed $3 trillion.  

● Fiscal deficit is projected to be higher at 6.9 
per cent this fiscal as against 6.8 per cent 
estimated earlier. The fiscal deficit of the 
government for 2022-23 is estimated to be 
Rs 16,61,196 crore.  

● Soaring inflation levels continue to be a 
cause of concern for the economy.  

● Foreign exchange reserves stood at $634.287 billion on January 21, providing a cover equivalent to 13 
months of imports projected for 2021-22.  

 
What's in the budget for infrastructure development?  
● PM GatiShakti National Master Plan will encompass the seven engines for economic transformation, 

seamless multimodal connectivity and logistics efficiency.  
○ The seven engines include roads, railways, airports, ports, mass transport, waterways, and logistics 

infrastructure. All seven engines will pull forward the economy in unison.  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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● 400 new Vande Bharat trains will be introduced and the Railways will also develop new products for small 
farmers and MSMEs. 

● Integration of postal and railways network facilitating parcel movement was announced. 
● Master plan has been formulated for highways, targets to complete 25,000 km national highways in 2022-

23.  
● Sovereign Green Bonds to be issued for mobilizing resources for green infrastructure.  
● Data Centres and Energy Storage Systems to be given infrastructure status.  
 
Agriculture and food processing:  
● Budget allocation for the ministry of agriculture and farmers' welfare: Rs 1,32,513 crore for 2022-23 

fiscal.  
● 'Kisan Drones' to be promoted for crop assessment, digitisation of land records and spraying of 

insecticides.  
● A fund with blended capital raised under the co-investment model through Nabard will be set up to 

finance startups and rural enterprises working in agri-space.  
● Zero-budget natural farming: The agriculture universities in the country will be encouraged to include 

these areas in their syllabus.  
 
Education:  
● A Digital University would be established to provide access to students across the country for world-class 

quality universal education.  
● One class one TV channel programme to be expanded to 200 TV channels.  
● Virtual labs and skilling e-labs will be established to promote critical thinking skills and simulated learning 

environment.  
● The Digital Ecosystem for Skilling and Livelihood - the DESH-Stack e-portal would be launched.  
 
Healthcare:  
The health sector has been allocated Rs 86,200.65 crore in the Union Budget.  
● A National Tele Mental Health Programme will be launched to improve access to quality mental health 

counselling and care services.  
● An open platform for National Digital Health Ecosystem will also be rolled out.  
● For the National Health Mission, the budget allocation increased from Rs 36,576 crore in 2021-22 to Rs 

37,000 crore in 2022-23.  
 
Tax proposals:  
● Taxpayers have been allowed a one-time window to correct omissions in income tax returns (ITR). They can 

file the updated returns within 2 years from the assessment year.  
● 30 per cent tax on income from transfer of virtual digital assets has been proposed.  
● One per cent tax deducted at source (TDS) on transfer of virtual assets above a threshold, gifts would be 

taxed.  
● Government will soon roll out digital rupee based on blockchain technology.  
 
Boost for MSMEs:  
● A Raising and Accelerating MSME Performance (RAMP) programme will be rolled out with a Rs 6,000 

crore outlay spread over 5 years for MSMEs.  
● The Emergency Credit Line Guarantee Scheme (ECLGS) that provided much needed additional credit to 

over 1.3 crore MSMEs will be extended till March 2023 with its guarantee cover expanded by Rs 50,000 
crore to Rs 5 lakh crore.  

 
Prime Minister's Development Initiative for North-East (PM-DevINE):  
New scheme PM-DevINE launched to fund infrastructure and social development projects in the North-East.  
● An initial allocation of Rs. 1,500 crore made to enable livelihood activities for youth and women under the 

scheme.  
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2. What are virtual digital assets?  
Context:  
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman, in her Budget 2022 speech (February 1), announced a 30 per cent tax on 
income from virtual digital assets.  
 
Rationale behind:  
There has been a phenomenal rise in such transactions and the magnitude and frequency of these transactions 
have made it imperative to provide for a specific tax regime.  
 
What are virtual digital assets and how are they different from digital currency?  
In simple words, it basically means cryptocurrencies, DeFi (decentralised finance) and non-fungible tokens 
(NFTs). Prima facie, this excludes digital gold, central bank digital currency (CBDC) or any other traditional 
digital assets, and hence aimed at specifically taxing cryptocurrencies.  
 
As per the Finance Bill, a virtual digital asset is proposed to mean any information or code or number or token 
(not being Indian currency or any foreign currency), generated through cryptographic means or otherwise, by 
whatever name called, providing a digital representation of value which is exchanged with or without 
consideration, with the promise or representation of having inherent value, or functions as a store of value or a 
unit of account and includes its use in any financial transaction or investment, but not limited to, investment 
schemes and can be transferred, stored or traded electronically.  

● Non fungible token and; any other token of similar nature are included in the definition.”  
 
Does the 30% tax mean crypto assets have been legalised in India?  
A tax law can’t make anything legal or illegal—that has to be done via a separate statute.  

 
Topics: Major crops cropping patterns in various parts of the country, different types of 
irrigation and irrigation systems storage, transport and marketing of agricultural produce 
and issues and related constraints; e-technology in the aid of farmers. 

1. SWAMITVA scheme:  
Context:  
The government has said that it plans to prepare digital maps of all its 6,00,000 villages and pan-India 3D maps 
will be prepared for 100 cities under SVAMITVA scheme.  

● So far drone surveys have covered close to 1,00,000 villages and maps of 77,527 villages had been 
handed over to states.  

● Property cards had been distributed to around 27,000 villages.  
 
Overview and key features of the SVAMITVA (Survey of Villages and Mapping with Improvised Technology in 
Village Areas) Yojana’:  
Launched on Panchayati Raj Diwas (April 24th, 2020). Last year, it was extended to all states. Earlier, it was 
launched only for 9 states.  
● The scheme seeks to map residential land ownership in the rural sector using modern technology like the 

use of drones.  
● The scheme aims to revolutionize property record maintenance in India.  
● The scheme is piloted by the Panchayati Raj ministry.  
● Under the scheme, residential land in villages will be measured using drones to create a non-disputable 

record.  
● Property card for every property in the village will be prepared by states using accurate measurements 

delivered by drone-mapping. These cards will be given to property owners and will be recognised by the 
land revenue records department.  

 
Benefits of the scheme:  
● The delivery of property rights through an official document will enable villagers to access bank finance 

using their property as collateral.  
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● The property records for a village will also be maintained at the Panchayat level, allowing for the collection 
of associated taxes from the owners. The money generated from these local taxes will be used to build 
rural infrastructure and facilities.  

● Freeing the residential properties including land of title disputes and the creation of an official record is 
likely to result in appreciation in the market value of the properties.  

● The accurate property records can be used for facilitating tax collection, new building and structure plan, 
issuing of permits and for thwarting attempts at property grabbing.  

 
Need for and significance of the scheme:  
The need for this Yojana was felt since several villagers in the rural areas don’t have papers proving ownership 
of their land. In most states, survey and measurement of the populated areas in the villages has not been done 
for the purpose of attestation/verification of properties. The new scheme is likely to become a tool for 
empowerment and entitlement, reducing social strife on account of discord over properties. 
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. When and why is Panchayati Raj Diwas is 
celebrated?  

2. As per the scheme, who issues property 
cards?  

3. Various benefits under the scheme.  
4. Nodal Ministry to implement the scheme.  

 
Mains Link: Discuss the need for and significance of 
the scheme.  

 
Link: https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehindu.com/news/national/india-to-prepare-digital-maps-of-all-
villages/article65052804.ece/amp/.  

 
Topics: Issues related to direct and indirect farm subsidies and minimum support prices; 
Public Distribution System- objectives, functioning, limitations, revamping; issues of buffer 
stocks and food security; Technology missions; economics of animal-rearing. 

1. Farm loan waiver:  
Context:  
The Congress manifesto for the UP polls promises waiver of farm loans within 10 days of coming to power and 
a subquota for the most backward classes (MBCs) within the other backward classes (OBC) quota to ensure 
maximum benefits, if voted to office Uttar Pradesh.  
 
Background: 
To help the farm sector, state governments have time and again announced loan waiver schemes. Back in 
2008-09, the then UPA government at the Centre had announced a loan waiver scheme for the entire country. 
States like Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh and others have announced similar schemes in the recent past. 
 
Drawbacks of loan waivers: 
● Firstly, it covers only a tiny fraction of farmers. The loan waiver as a concept excludes most of the farm 

households in dire need of relief and includes some who do not deserve such relief on economic grounds. 
● Second, it provides only a partial relief to the indebted farmers as about half of the institutional 

borrowing of a cultivator is for non-farm purposes. 
● Third, in many cases, one household has multiple loans either from different sources or in the name of 

different family members, which entitles it to multiple loan waiving. 
● Fourth, loan waiving excludes agricultural labourers who are even weaker than cultivators in bearing the 

consequences of economic distress. 
● Fifth, it severely erodes the credit culture, with dire long-run consequences to the banking business. 
● Sixth, the scheme is prone to serious exclusion and inclusion errors, as evidenced by the Comptroller and 

Auditor General’s (CAG) findings in the Agricultural Debt Waiver and Debt Relief Scheme, 2008. 
● Lastly, schemes have serious implications for other developmental expenditure, having a much larger 

multiplier effect on the economy. 
 
What needs to be done? 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehindu.com/news/national/india-to-prepare-digital-maps-of-all-villages/article65052804.ece/amp/
https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehindu.com/news/national/india-to-prepare-digital-maps-of-all-villages/article65052804.ece/amp/


 

www.insightsonindia.com       89  InsightsIAS 

Proper identification: For providing immediate relief to the needy farmers, a more inclusive alternative 
approach is to identify the vulnerable farmers based on certain criteria and give an equal amount as financial 
relief to the vulnerable and distressed families. 
Enhance non- farm income: The sustainable solution to indebtedness and agrarian distress is to raise income 
from agricultural activities and enhance access to non-farm sources of income. The low scale of farms 
necessitates that some cultivators move from agriculture to non-farm jobs. 
Improved technology, expansion of irrigation coverage, and crop diversification towards high-value crops are 
appropriate measures for raising productivity and farmers’ income. All these require more public funding and 
support. 
 
Observations made by RBI: 
As per RBI, loan waivers not only inhibit investment in the farm sector but put pressure on the fiscal of states 
which undertake farm loan waiver. 

● In every state election during the last five years, loan waiver promise made by one political party or 
other. Also, loan waivers, as the RBI has repeatedly argued, vitiate the credit culture, and stress the 
budgets of the waiving state or central government. 

 
Way ahead: 
The magic wand of a waiver can offer temporary relief, but long-term solutions are needed to solve farmer 
woes. There are many dimensions of the present agrarian crisis in India. The search for a solution therefore 
needs to be comprehensive by taking into consideration all the factors that contribute to the crisis. 
Furthermore, both short- and long-term measures are required to address the numerous problems associated 
with the agrarian crisis. 
 
Insta Curious: Did you know that the first nationwide farm loan waiver was implemented by V.P Singh led 
government in 1990?  

 

2. World Food Programme:  
Context:  
India signed an agreement with the United Nation’s World Food Programme (WFP) for the distribution of 
50,000 MT of wheat that it has committed to sending Afghanistan as part of a humanitarian assistance.  

● According to the MoU, the wheat will be taken through Pakistan to the Afghan border crossing and 
handed over to WFP officials in Kandahar beginning February 22.  

● The wheat will eventually be divided into five batches of 10,000 MT, to be distributed across the 
country on approximately 200 trucks that are run by WFP.  

 
What is UN WFP? 
The World Food Programme (WFP) is the food assistance branch of the United Nations and the world’s largest 
humanitarian organization addressing hunger and promoting food security. 
Born in 1961, the WFP strives to eradicate hunger and malnutrition, with the ultimate goal in mind of 
eliminating the need for food aid itself. 
It is a member of the United Nations Development Group and part of its Executive Committee. 

● WFP food aid is also directed to fight micronutrient deficiencies, reduce child mortality, improve 
maternal health, and combat disease, including HIV and AIDS. 

 
What is “World Hunger Map”? 
Alibaba Cloud, the cloud computing arm of Alibaba is working with WFP to develop digital “World Hunger 
Map”. 

● The map will help to monitor global hunger and operations to end scourge by 2030 which is one of 
UN’s key Sustainable Development goals. 

● It also aims to boost efficiency of interventions and shorten emergency response times. 
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Insta Curious: The WFP runs its own logistics network inside Afghanistan, partnering with civil society groups, 
and has launched a global campaign for enough food and aid for the population facing malnutrition — 
estimated to be half the population or 22 million Afghans.  
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. WFP was established by? 
2. Objectives? 
3. World Hunger Map. 

4. Members of the United Nations 
Development Group. 

5. About Nobel Peace Prize. 
 
Mains Link: Discuss the objectives of UN’s World 
Food Programme. 

 
Link: https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehindu.com/news/national/india-signs-mou-to-hand-over-
wheat-to-wfp-in-kandahar/article38420123.ece/amp/.  

 

3. Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana:  
Context:  
The Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana (PMFBY) has successfully entered its seventh year of implementation 
with the upcoming Kharif 2022 season, completing six years of its implementation since its announcement on 
18 February 2016.  
 
Meri Policy Mere Hath to be launched:  

● As part of the celebrations, the Govt. has launched a doorstep distribution drive to deliver crop 
insurance policies to the farmers ‘Meri Policy Mere Hath’ in all implementing States.  

● The campaign aims to ensure all farmers are well aware and equipped with all information on their 
policies, land records, the process of claim and grievance redressal under PMFBY.  

 
Performance of PMFBY:  

1. Till date, the scheme has insured over 30 crore farmer applications (5.5 crore farmer applications on 
year-on-year basis).  

2. Over the period of 5 years, more than 8.3 crore farmer applications have benefited from the scheme.  
3. Moreover, Rs.95,000 crores claims have been paid as against Rs. 20,000 crore farmers share.  

 
About Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana:  

● It is in line with the One Nation – One Scheme theme- It replaced National Agricultural Insurance 
Scheme (NAIS) and Modified National Agricultural Insurance Scheme (MNAIS).  

● Launched in 2016.  
● Coverage: All food & oilseed crops and annual commercial/horticultural crops for which past yield data 

is available.  
● Premium: The prescribed premium is 2% to be paid by farmers for all Kharif crops and 1.5% for all rabi 

crops. In the case of annual commercial and horticultural crops, the premium is 5%.  
 
Objectives:  

1. To provide insurance coverage and financial support to the farmers in the event of failure of any of 
the notified crops as a result of natural calamities, pests & diseases.  

2. To stabilise the income of farmers to ensure their continuance in farming.  
3. To encourage farmers to adopt innovative and modern agricultural practices.  
4. To ensure flow of credit to the agriculture sector.  

 
Coverage: 
The Scheme covers all Food & Oilseeds crops and Annual Commercial/Horticultural Crops for which past yield 
data is available and for which requisite number of Crop Cutting Experiments (CCEs) are being conducted under 
General Crop Estimation Survey (GCES). 
 
PMFBY to PMFBY 2.0 (overhauled PMFBY):  
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Completely Voluntary: It has been decided to make enrolment 100% voluntary for all farmers from 2020 
Kharif. 
Limit to Central Subsidy: The Cabinet has decided to cap the Centre’s premium subsidy under these schemes 
for premium rates up to 30% for unirrigated areas/crops and 25% for irrigated areas/crops. 
More Flexibility to States: The government has given the flexibility to states/UTs to implement PMFBY and 
given them the option to select any number of additional risk covers/features like prevented sowing, localised 
calamity, mid-season adversity, and post-harvest losses. 
Penalising the Pendency: In the revamped PMFBY, a provision has been incorporated wherein if states don’t 
release their share before March 31 for the Kharif season and September 30 for rabi, they would not be 
allowed to participate in the scheme in subsequent seasons. 
Investing in ICE Activities: Insurance companies have to now spend 0.5% of the total premium collected on 
information, education and communication (IEC) activities. 
 
Insta Curious: Several states have their own insurance schemes. Read about them briefly,  
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Key features of PMFBY. 
2. Benefits. 

3. Eligibility. 
4. PMFBY 2.0. 

 
Mains Link: Discuss the significance of PMFBY 2.0. 

 

4. What is fair and remunerative price (FRP)? How is it paid?  
Context:  
The Maharashtra government has issued a government resolution which will allow sugar mills to pay the basic 
fair and remunerative price (FRP) in two tranches.  

● Sugar mill owners have welcomed the move. However, farmers are not happy with it.  
 
 
What is the FRP?  

● FRP is the price declared by the government, which mills are legally bound to pay to farmers for the 
cane procured from them.  

● The payment of FRP across the country is governed by The Sugarcane Control order, 1966. It mandates 
payment within 14 days of the date of delivery of the cane.  

 
How is FRP decided?  
The FRP is based on the recovery of sugar from the cane. For the sugar season of 2021-22, FRP has been fixed 
at Rs 2,900/tonne at a base recovery of 10 per cent.  

● Sugar recovery is the ratio between sugar produced versus cane crushed, expressed as a percentage.  
● The higher the recovery, the higher is the FRP, and higher is the sugar produced.  

 
Announced by:  
The Central Government announces Fair and Remunerative Prices which are determined on the 
recommendation of the Commission for Agricultural Costs and Prices (CACP) and announced by the Cabinet 
Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA).  

● CCEA is chaired by the Prime Minister of India.  
The FRP is based on the Rangarajan Committee report on reorganizing the sugarcane industry.  
 
Significance of FRP:  
Assured payment is one of the major reasons why cane is a popular crop with farmers.  

● Delays in payment can attract an interest up to 15 per cent per annum, and the sugar commissioner 
can recover unpaid FRP as dues in revenue recovery by attaching properties of the mills.  

 
Why are farmers in Maharashtra protesting?  
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● Farmers argue that this method would impact their incomes. They point out that while FRP will be paid 
in installments, and will depend on an unknown variable, their bank loans and other expenses are 
expected to be paid for as usual.  

● Also, farmers mostly require a lumpsum at the beginning of the season (October-November), because 
their next crop cycle depends on it.  

 
Sugarcane:  

● Temperature: Between 21-27°C with hot and humid climate.  
● Rainfall: Around 75-100 cm.  
● Soil Type: Deep rich loamy soil.  
● Top Sugarcane Producing States: Uttar Pradesh > Maharashtra > Karnataka > Tamil Nadu > Bihar.  
● India is the second largest producer of sugarcane after Brazil.  

 
Insta Curious: Did you know that mills have the option of signing an agreement with farmers, which would 
allow them to pay the FRP in installments?  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. What is the Minimum Selling Price?  
2. How is it set?  
3. Differences between Minimum Support 

Price and Minimum Selling Price.  

4. What is FRP?  
 
Mains Link: Discuss the significance of Minimum 
Selling Price (MSP) for sugar.  

 
Link: https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-maharashtras-sugarcane-frp-changes-farmers-
7787466/lite/.  
 

Topics: Effects of liberalization on the economy, changes in industrial policy and their effects 
on industrial growth. 

1. International arbitration centre:  
Context:  
To speed up dispute resolution, Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman announced the setting up of an 
international arbitration centre at GIFT City.  

● The Centre could be on the lines of the Singapore International Arbitration Centre, or the London 
Commercial Arbitration Centre.  

 
What is an IFSC?  
An IFSC caters to customers outside the jurisdiction of the domestic economy. 

● Such centres deal with flows of finance, financial products and services across borders.  
Currently, GIFT-IFSC is the maiden international financial services centre in India.  
 
Regulation:  

● The International Financial Services Centres Authority (IFSCA), headquartered at GIFT City, Gandhinagar 
Gujarat, has been established under the International Financial Services Centres Authority Act, 2019.  

● It works as a unified authority for the development and regulation of financial products, financial 
services and financial institutions in the International Financial Services Centre (IFSC) in India.  

 
Services an IFSC can provide: 

● Fund-raising services for individuals, corporations and governments. 
● Asset management and global portfolio diversification undertaken by pension funds, insurance 

companies and mutual funds. 
● Wealth management. 
● Global tax management and cross-border tax liability optimization, which provides a business 

opportunity for financial intermediaries, accountants and law firms. 
● Global and regional corporate treasury management operations that involve fund-raising, liquidity 

investment and management and asset-liability matching. 
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● Risk management operations such as insurance and reinsurance. 
● Merger and acquisition activities among trans-national corporations. 

 
Can an IFSC be set up in a special economic zone (SEZ)? 
The SEZ Act 2005 allows setting up an IFSC in an SEZ or as an SEZ after approval from the central government. 
 
About Singapore International Arbitration Centre (SIAC):  
It is a not-for-profit international arbitration organisation based in Singapore, which administers arbitrations 
under its own rules of arbitration and the United Nations Commission on International Trade Law (UNCITRAL) 
Arbitration Rules.  
 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What are IFSCs? 
2. Can they be set up in SEZs? 

3. India's first IFSC. 
4. Services they provide? 
5. Limitations. 

 
Mains Link: Discuss the significance of international financial services centres.  
 

Topics: Infrastructure: Energy, Ports, Roads, Airports, Railways etc. 

1. GAIL starts India's maiden project of blending hydrogen into natural gas 
system in Indore:  

Context:  
In line with National Hydrogen Mission, GAIL has commenced India's first-of-its-kind project of mixing 
hydrogen into the natural gas system to establish the techno-commercial feasibility of blending hydrogen in 
City Gas Distribution (CGD) network.  

● The project has been initiated in Indore, Madhya Pradesh.  
● GAIL has started injecting grey hydrogen. This grey hydrogen 

would subsequently be replaced by green hydrogen.  
● The hydrogen blended natural gas will be supplied to 

Avantika Gas Ltd, one of GAIL's joint venture with HPCL, for 
retailing of CNG to automobiles and piped natural gas to 
households in Indore.  

 
The goal:  
Government is planning to blend 15% green hydrogen with piped natural gas (PNG) for domestic, commercial 
and industrial consumption.  
 
Importance of blending Hydrogen with natural gas:  

● It is easier and safer to use than hydrogen as it contains very low energy content from hydrogen i.e., up 
to 30% by volume.  

● Hydrogen-enriched compressed natural gas (HCNG) will ensure 70% more reduction in carbon 
monoxide emissions compared to CNG.  

● Power output of HCNG is also better than CNG ones.  
● Blending integrates concentrations of hydrogen into existing natural gas pipelines and reduces carbon 

intensity of methane.  
 
Need for:  
Zero-emission hydrogen is the latest buzzword around the world.  

● India has committed to achieving net-zero carbon emissions by 2070 and hydrogen together with 
renewable energy is seen as key to achieving that goal.  

● For the transition, natural gas is the fuel and the government is looking to raise its share in the primary 
energy basket to 15 per cent by 2030 from the current 6.2 per cent.  
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What is Hydrogen fuel?  
● Hydrogen is the lightest and first element on the periodic 

table. Since the weight of hydrogen is less than air, it rises 
in the atmosphere and is therefore rarely found in its pure 
form, H2. 

● At standard temperature and pressure, hydrogen is a 
nontoxic, nonmetallic, odorless, tasteless, colorless, and 
highly combustible diatomic gas. 

 
Occurrence of Hydrogen:  

● Molecular hydrogen is not available on Earth in 
convenient natural reservoirs.  

● Most hydrogen on Earth is bonded to oxygen in water and to carbon in live or dead and/or fossilized 
biomass. It can be created by splitting water into hydrogen and oxygen. 

 
Significance of Hydrogen Based economy:  

● Due to its ability to power fuel cells in zero-emission electric vehicles, its potential for domestic 
production, and the fuel cell’s potential for high efficiency hydrogen is considered an alternative. 

● Water is the only by-product that results from the usage of hydrogen fuel that makes the fuel 100 per 
cent clean.  

● Hydrogen can also serve as fuel for internal combustion engines. 
● The energy in 2.2 pounds (1 kilogram) of hydrogen gas contains about the same as the energy in 1 

gallon (6.2 pounds, 2.8 kilograms) of gasoline. 
 
Government Missions towards hydrogen fuel:  

● The Finance Minister in the Union budget for 2020-21 formally announced the National Hydrogen 
Mission which aims for generation of hydrogen from green power resources. 

● The Ministry of New and Renewable Energy (MNRE) has also disclosed that the draft regulations for 
NHM will be finalised by the end of this month and will thereafter proceed for approval of the Union 
Cabinet. 

 
Challenges for India:  

● Economic sustainability of extracting green or blue hydrogen. 
● The technology used in production and use of hydrogen like carbon capture and storage (CCS) and 

hydrogen fuel cell technology are at nascent stage and are expensive which in turn increases the cost 
of production of hydrogen. 

● The maintenance costs for fuel cells post-completion of a plant can be costly, like in South Korea. 
● The commercial usage of hydrogen as a fuel and in industries requires mammoth investment in R&D of 

such technology and infrastructure for production, storage, transportation and demand creation for 
hydrogen. 

 
Insta Curious:  
Depending on the source, the hydrogen is classified as blue, green or grey.  

● Blue hydrogen is when natural gas is split into hydrogen and CO2. The CO2 is captured and then 
stored.  

● Grey hydrogen is a similar process to blue hydrogen but the CO2 is not captured and is released into 
the atmosphere.  

● Green hydrogen is hydrogen produced by splitting water by electrolysis using electricity from 
renewable energy sources such as wind or solar. This produces only hydrogen and oxygen.  

 
Did you know that under Petroleum and Natural Gas Regulatory Board Act (PNGRB Act) 2006, PNGRB grants 
authorization to entities for developing a CGD network in a specified geographic area of the country?  
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InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About Hydrogen fuel.  
2. Why is it called a clean fuel?  
3. Features.  
4. Benefits.  
5. Production and storage.  

 
Mains Link: Discuss the significance 
of Hydrogen as a fuel.  

 

2. Coal Gasification and Liquefaction:  
Context:  
In its endeavour to reduce emissions and control dependence on crude oil, the Centre has said four coal 
gasification plants will be set up on a pilot basis to understand the technical and financial viability of such 
projects.  
 
Significance:  
India is committed to cut consumption of coal, a primary 
pollutant, in power plants to half by 2030 and reduce its 
overall carbon footprint. Coal gasification is considered a 
greener alternative to burning the fossil fuel in furnaces.  
 
What is coal gasification? 
It is the process of producing syngas, a mixture consisting 
carbon monoxide (CO), hydrogen (H2), carbon dioxide (CO2), 
natural gas (CH4), and water vapour (H2O). 

● During gasification, coal is blown with oxygen and steam while also being heated under high pressure. 
During the reaction, oxygen and water molecules oxidize the coal and produce syngas. 

 
Benefits of gasification: 

1. Transporting gas is a lot cheaper than transporting coal. 
2. Help address local pollution problems. 
3. Has greater efficiency than conventional coal-burning because it can effectively use the gases twice: 

the coal gases are first cleansed of impurities and fired in a turbine to generate electricity. The exhaust 
heat from the gas turbine can be captured and used to generate steam for a steam turbine-generator. 

 
Concerns and challenges: 
Coal gasification is one of the more water-intensive forms of energy production. 
There are also concerns about water contamination, land subsidence and disposing of waste water safely. 
 
What is coal liquefaction? 
Also called Coal to Liquid (CTL) technology, it is an alternative route to produce diesel and gasoline and makes 
economic sense only in a world of high crude oil prices. 

● The process involves gasification of coal, which in turn will produce synthetic gas (a mix of CO+H2). The 
synthetic gas can be liquefied to its fuel equivalent in presence of cobalt/iron-based catalysts at higher 
pressure and temperature. 

● However, liquefied coal emits twice as much CO2 as burning oil. It also emits a large volume of SO2. 
 
Benefits of liquefaction: 
The CO2 emissions are more readily and cheaply captured from CTL plants than from conventional coal-fired 
power stations. The captured CO2 can be transported and injected into underground storage reservoirs (a 
procedure known as “carbon capture and storage”—CCS—or “geosequestration”). 
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InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What is Coal Gasification? 
2. How is it done? 
3. What are the byproducts? 
4. Benefits of Gasification? 

5. What is Underground Coal Gasification? 
6. What is coal liquefaction? 
7. Benefits of Liquefaction. 

 
Mains Link: Write a note on goal gasification and 
liquefaction. Discuss their significance. 

 

3. Green Bonds:  
Context:  
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman in her Budget speech announced that the government proposes to issue 
sovereign green bonds to mobilise resources for green infrastructure.  

● The proceeds will be deployed in public sector projects which help in reducing the carbon intensity of 
the economy.  

● Now, the government has clarified that these rupee-denominated papers will have a long tenure to suit 
the requirement of green infrastructure projects.  

 
What Is a Green Bond? 
A green bond is a type of fixed-income instrument that is specifically earmarked to raise money for climate 
and environmental projects.  
These bonds are typically asset-linked and backed by the issuing entity's balance sheet, so they usually carry 
the same credit rating as their issuers’ other debt obligations. 

● Green bonds may come with tax incentives to enhance their attractiveness to investors. 
● The World Bank is a major issuer of green bonds. It has issued 164 such bonds since 2008, worth a 

combined $14.4 billion. In 2020, the total issuance of green bonds was worth almost $270 billion, 
according to the Climate Bond Initiative.  

 
How Does a Green Bond Work? 
Green bonds work just like any other corporate or government bond. 

● Borrowers issue these securities in order to secure financing for projects that will have a positive 
environmental impact, such as ecosystem restoration or reducing pollution.  

● Investors who purchase these bonds can expect to make as the bond matures.  
● In addition, there are often tax benefits for investing in green bonds. 

 
Green Bonds Vs Blue Bonds:  
Blue bonds are sustainability bonds to finance projects that protect the ocean and related ecosystems. 

● This can include projects to support sustainable fisheries, protection of coral reefs and other fragile 
ecosystems, or reducing pollution and acidification.  

● All blue bonds are green bonds, but not all green bonds are blue bonds. 
 
Green Bonds Vs Climate Bonds:  
"Green bonds" and "climate bonds" are sometimes used interchangeably, but some authorities use the latter 
term specifically for projects focusing on reducing carbon emissions or alleviating the effects of climate 
change.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About Green Bonds.  
2. How do they operate?  
3. Features.  

4. How are they different from Blue Bonds.  
 
Mains Link: Discuss the significance of Green 
Bonds.  

 
Link: https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehindu.com/news/national/green-bonds-to-have-long-tenure-
says-centre/article38389834.ece/amp/.  
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4. Parvatmala Scheme:  
Context:  
The National Ropeways Development Programme – “Parvatmala” was announced recently by the Union 
Finance Minister in the Union Budget for 2022-23 to improve connectivity in hilly areas.  
 
About the scheme:  

● This will be a preferred ecologically sustainable alternative in place of conventional roads in difficult 
hilly areas.  

● The idea is to improve connectivity and convenience for commuters, besides promoting tourism.  
● This may also cover congested urban areas, where conventional mass transit systems are not feasible.  

 
Implementation:  
The scheme is being presently started in regions like Uttarakhand, Himachal Pradesh, Manipur, Jammu & 
Kashmir and the other North Eastern states.  
 
Nodal Ministry:  
The Ministry of Road Transport and Highways (MORTH) will have responsibility for development of ropeway 
and alternative mobility solutions technology, as well as construction, research, and policy in this area.  
 
Benefits of Ropeway infrastructure:  

● Economical mode of transportation: Given that ropeway projects are built in a straight line over a hilly 
terrain, it also results in lower land acquisition costs.  

● Faster mode of transportation: Owing to the aerial mode of transportation, ropeways have an 
advantage over roadway projects where ropeways can be built in a straight line, over a hilly terrain.  

● Environmentally friendly: Low dust emissions. Material containers can be designed so as to rule out 
any soiling of the environment.  

● Last mile connectivity: Ropeway projects adopting 3S (a kind of cable car system) or equivalent 
technologies can transport 6000-8000 passengers per hour.  

● Ideal for difficult / challenging / sensitive terrain.  

 

5. Powerthon-2022:  
Context:  
Launched by the Ministry of Power, it is a hackathon competition under RDSS (Revamped Distribution Sector 
Scheme) to find technology driven solutions to solve the complex problems in power distribution.  
 
The nine themes for the hackathon are:  

● Demand/load forecasting, AT&C (Aggregate Technical and Commercial) loss reduction, energy theft 
detection, prediction of DT (Distribution Transformer) failure, asset inspection, vegetation 
management, consumer experience enhancement, renewable energy integration and power purchase 
optimization.  

 
About the Revamped Distribution Sector Scheme for better operations & financial sustainability of all 
DISCOMs:  
Approved by the Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs in July 2021.  
 
 Highlights of the scheme:  

1. It is a reforms-based and results-linked scheme.  
2. It seeks to improve the operational efficiencies and financial sustainability of all DISCOMs/Power 

Departments excluding Private Sector DISCOMs.  
3. The scheme envisages the provision of conditional financial assistance to DISCOMs for strengthening 

supply infrastructure.  
4. The assistance will be based on meeting pre-qualifying criteria as well as upon the achievement of 

basic minimum benchmarks by the DISCOM.  
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5. The scheme involves a compulsory smart metering ecosystem across the distribution sector—starting 
from electricity feeders to the consumer level, including in about 250 million households.  

6. Scheme also focuses on funding for feeder segregation for unsegregated feeders.  
7. The Scheme has a major focus on improving electricity supply for the farmers and for providing 

daytime electricity to them through solarization of agricultural feeders.  
 
Implementation:  

● Existing power sector reforms schemes such as Integrated Power Development Scheme, Deen Dayal 
Upadhyaya Gram Jyoti Yojana, and Pradhan Mantri Sahaj Bijli Har Ghar Yojana will be merged into this 
umbrella program.  

● Each state would have its own action plan for implementation of the scheme rather than a ‘one-size-
fits-all’ approach.  

● Nodal agencies for the scheme’s implementation are Rural Electrification Corporation (REC) Limited 
and Power Finance Corporation (PFC).  

 
Objectives of the scheme:  

1. Reduction of average aggregate technical and commercial loss to pan-India levels of 12-15% by 2024-
25.  

2. Narrow the deficit between the cost of electricity and the price at which it is supplied to zero by 2024-
25.  

3. Developing institutional capabilities for modern DISCOMs.  
4. Improvement in the quality, reliability, and affordability of power supply to consumers through a 

financially sustainable and operationally efficient distribution sector.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About REC.  
2. About DDGJY.  
3. About IPDS.  

4. Features of Revamped Distribution Sector 
Scheme.  

 
Mains Link: Write a note on power sector reforms 
in India.  

 

Topics: Science and Technology- developments and their applications and effects in 
everyday life Achievements of Indians in science & technology; indigenization of technology 
and developing new technology. 

1. Semiconductor chip shortage:  
Context:  
The Economic Survey for 2021-22 has said that Shortage of semiconductors led to closure or lowering of 
production by several firms from diverse industries.  
 
What has the government done to address the shortage?  

● The government has earmarked Rs 76,000 crore for semiconductors and display manufacturing 
segment.  

● The PLI and other schemes to boost semiconductors will not only help domestic companies to 
overcome the challenges posed by Covid-19 but also assist them to become globally competitive, 
especially in chip making.  

● The government recently released a vision document for the electronics sector which envisages that 
the domestic electronic production has potential to reach around Rs 22 lakh crore by 2026.  

 
Semiconductor Chips:  
Semiconductors are materials which have a conductivity between conductors and insulators. They can be pure 
elements, silicon or germanium or compounds; gallium, arsenide or cadmium selenide.  
 
Significance of Semiconductor Chips:  
They are the basic building blocks that serve as the heart and brain of all modern electronics and information 
and communications technology products.  
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● These chips are now an integral part of contemporary automobiles, household gadgets and essential 
medical devices such as ECG machines.  

 
Recent Increase in Demand:  
The Covid-19 pandemic-driven push to take sizable parts of daily economic and essential activity online, or at 
least digitally enable them, has highlighted the centrality of the chip-powered computers and smartphones in 
people’s lives.  

● The pandemic and the subsequent lockdowns across the world also forced shut crucial chip-making 
facilities in countries including Japan, South Korea, China and the US.  

● Its shortage causes cascading effects, given that the first one creates pent-up demand that becomes 
the cause for the follow-up famine.  

 
India’s Semiconductor Demand and Related Initiatives:  
India currently imports all chips and the market is estimated to touch $100 billion by 2025 from $24 billion 
now.  

● The Union Cabinet has recently allocated an amount of ₹76,000 crore for supporting the development 
of a ‘semiconductors and display manufacturing ecosystem’.  

● India has also launched the Scheme for Promotion of Manufacturing of Electronic Components and 
Semiconductors (SPECS) under which a budget outlay of Rs 3,285 crore is spread over a period of eight 
years for manufacturing of electronics components and semiconductors. 

 
Challenges ahead:  

1. High Investments Required.  
2. Minimal Fiscal Support from Government.  
3. Lack of Fab Capacities.  
4. Insufficient Grants under PLI Scheme.  
5. Resource Inefficient Sector.  

 
Insta Curious: Did you know that electronics is recognised as a 'meta-resource' across the world? What is a 
'meta-resource'? Reference: read this.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. What is India Semiconductor Mission?  
2. India’s Status in Semiconductor Design and 

manufacturing?  

3. Key proposals under the National Policy on 
Electronics.  

4. Production linked incentive scheme- when 
was it announced?  

5. Who will implement it?  
 
Mains Link: Growing importance of Semiconductors or chips/integrated circuits (ICs) and China’s experience 
with the manufacturing and design of the same provides a strong case for focusing on chip designs in India. 
Comment.  
 

2. What is the Digital Rupee announced by Sitharaman in Budget?  
Context:  
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman has announced the launch of the Digital Rupee — a central bank digital 
currency (CBDC) — 2022-23 onwards.  

● The Reserve Bank of India will launch the CBDC from the upcoming financial year.  
 
What is the CBDC or National Digital currency?  
A Central Bank Digital Currency (CBDC), or national digital currency, is simply the digital form of a country’s fiat 
currency. Instead of printing paper currency or minting coins, the central bank issues electronic tokens. This 
token value is backed by the full faith and credit of the government.  
 
Four major use cases of CBDC in the Indian context:  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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1. ‘Fit-for-purpose' money used for social benefits and other targeted payments in a country. For such 
cases, the central bank can pay intended beneficiaries pre-programmed CBDC, which could be 
accepted only for a specific purpose.  

2. CBDCs could be used for faster cross-border remittance payments. International collaboration among 
the major economies of the world, including India, could help create the necessary infrastructure and 
arrangements for CBDC transfer and conversion.  

3. Payment instruments could be made available for payment transactions to be made via CBDC. 
Furthermore, universal access attributes of a CBDC could also include an offline payment functionality.  

4. Instant lending to micro, small, and medium enterprises (MSMEs) in India can be possible with the 
help of CBDC.  

 
Need for CBDC:  

1. An official digital currency would reduce the cost of currency management while enabling real-time 
payments without any inter-bank settlement.  

2. India’s fairly high currency-to-GDP ratio holds out another benefit of CBDC — to the extent large cash 
usage can be replaced by CBDC, the cost of printing, transporting and storing paper currency can be 
substantially reduced.  

3. The need for inter-bank settlement would disappear as it would be a central bank liability handed over 
from one person to another.  

 
Challenges in rolling out National Digital Currency:  

1. Potential cybersecurity threat.  
2. Lack of digital literacy of population.  
3. Introduction of digital currency also creates various associated challenges in regulation, tracking 

investment and purchase, taxing individuals, etc.  
4. Threat to Privacy: The digital currency must collect certain basic information of an individual so that the 

person can prove that he’s the holder of that digital currency.  
 
Insta Curious: Do you know what the IOTA Tangle is? Read Here 
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. What is a blockchain?  
2. What are Cryptocurrencies?  

3. Which countries have issued 
Cryptocurrencies?  

4. What is a Bitcoin?  
 
Mains Link:  Discuss the pros and cons of CBDC.  

 
Link: https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-what-is-the-digital-rupee-announced-by-
sitharaman-in-budget-7751109/.  
 

3. ISRO demonstrates hack-proof quantum communication:  
Context:  
In a major step forward towards satellite-based quantum communication, scientists from Ahmedabad-based 
Space Applications Centre and Physical Research Laboratory successfully demonstrated quantum 
entanglement.  

● Using real-time Quantum Key Distribution (QKD), they conducted hack-proof communication between 
two places separated by 300 meters.  

 
Significance:  
Quantum communication is one of the safest ways of 
connecting two places with high levels of code and 
quantum cryptography that cannot be decrypted or 
broken by an external entity.  

● If a hacker tries to crack the message in quantum 
communication, it changes its form in such a 
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manner that would alert the sender and would cause the message to be altered or deleted.  
 
What you need to know about this technology? 
Typical encryption relies on traditional mathematics and while for now it is more or less adequate and safe 
from hacking, the development of quantum computing threatens that. 

● Quantum computing refers to a new era of faster and more powerful computers, and the theory goes 
that they would be able to break current levels of encryption. 

● QKD works by using photons — the particles which transmit light — to transfer data. 
● QKD allows two distant users, who do not share a long secret key initially, to produce a common, 

random string of secret bits, called a secret key. 
● Using the one-time pad encryption this key is proven to be secure to encrypt and decrypt a message, 

which can then be transmitted over a standard communication channel. 
 
Significance of this technology: 

● The encryption is “unbreakable” and that’s mainly because of the way data is carried via the photon. A 
photon cannot be perfectly copied and any attempt to measure it will disturb it. This means that a 
person trying to intercept the data will leave a trace. 

● The implications could be huge for cybersecurity, making businesses safer, but also making it more 
difficult for governments to hack into communication. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What are qubits? 

2. What is Quantum technology? 
3. What are photons? 
4. What is QSD? 

 
Mains Link: Discuss why QSD is seen as superior technology when compared to others. 
 

4. What is quantum tech demo by DRDO and IIT Delhi all about?  
Context:  
Recently, a joint team of experts from the Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) and Indian 
Institute of Technology (IIT) Delhi demonstrated the Quantum Key Distribution (QKD) link for a distance of 
over 100 kilometres.  
 
Why is this significant?  

● With this success, the country has demonstrated indigenous technology of secure key transfer for 
bootstrapping military-grade communication security key hierarchy.  

● This technology will enable security agencies to plan a suitable quantum communication network 
with indigenous technology backbone.  

 
What is Quantum Key Distribution?  
QKD provides for secure communication using various components of quantum mechanics.  

● The technology enables two communicating sides to come up with random secret keys shared by both 
of them and known exclusively to them, so only they can use it to encrypt and decrypt messages, thus 
achieving a very highly-secure communication.  

 
How it works?  

● QKD works by transmitting millions of polarized light particles (photons) over a fiber optic cable from 
one entity to another.  

● Each photon has a random quantum state, and collectively all the photons create a bit stream of ones 
and zeros.  
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● When a photon reaches its receiving end, it'll travel through a beam splitter, which forces the photon 
to randomly take one path or another into a photon 
collector.  

● The receiver will then respond to the original 
sender with data regarding the sequence of the 
photons sent, and the sender will then compare 
that with the emitter, which would have sent each 
photon.  

● Photons in the wrong beam collector are discarded, 
and what's left is a specific sequence of bits. This bit 
sequence can then be used as a key to encrypt data.  

 
What makes QKD unbreakable?  
The security of QKD stems from the ability to detect any intrusion on the QKD transmission. Because of the 
unique and fragile properties of photons, any third party (or eavesdropper) who tries to read or copy the 
photons in any way will change the photons’ state.  

● The change will be detected by the endpoints, alerting them that the key has been tampered with and 
must be discarded.  

● A new key is then transmitted. Moreover, since the keys generated are truly random, they are 
protected from future hacking attempts.  

 
Need for QKD:  

● QKD is essential to address the threat that rapid advancement in Quantum Computing poses to the 
security of the data being transported by various critical sectors through the current communication 
networks.  

● It will enable security agencies to plan a suitable quantum communication network with indigenous 
technology backbone.  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. What are qubits?  

2. What is Quantum technology?  
3. What are photons?  
4. What is QSD?  

 
Mains Link: Discuss why QSD is seen as superior technology when compared to others.  
 

5. Drone Rules, 2021:  
Context: 
As on 31 December 2021, nine remote pilot training organisations have been set up by entities under 
Government or private ownership.  

● As per Drone Rules, 2021, any person who intends to obtain the authorisation to establish a Remote 
Pilot Training Organisation (RPTO) shall submit an application to the Director General of Civil Aviation 
in Form D5 on the Digital Sky Platform, along with the specified fees. 

Drone management in India:  
● The Union government had on September 15 approved a production-linked incentive (PLI) scheme for 

drones and drone components with an allocation of Rs 120 crore spread over three financial years.  
● The ministry had on August 25 notified the Drone Rules, 2021 that eased the regulation of drone 

operations in India by reducing the number of forms that need to be filled to operate them from 25 to 
five and decreasing the types of fees charged from the operator from 72 to four.  

 
New drone rules:  

1. Digital sky platform shall be developed as a business-friendly single-window online system.    
2. No flight permission required upto 400 feet in green zones and upto 200 feet in the area between 8 

and 12 km from the airport perimeter.  
3. No pilot licence required for micro drones (for non-commercial use), nano drones and for R&D 

organisations.  
4. No restriction on drone operations by foreign-owned companies registered in India. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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5. Import of drones and drone components to be regulated by DGFT.    
6. No security clearance required before any registration or licence issuance.   
7. No requirement of certificate of airworthiness, unique identification number, prior permission and 

remote pilot licence for R&D entities.    
8. Coverage of drones under Drone Rules, 2021 increased from 300 kg to 500 kg.  This will cover drone 

taxis also.  
9. Issuance of Certificate of Airworthiness delegated to Quality Council of India and certification entities 

authorised by it.    
10. Manufacturer may generate their drone’s unique identification number on the digital sky platform 

through the self-certification route.  
11. Maximum penalty under Drone Rules, 2021 reduced to INR 1 lakh. This shall, however, not apply to 

penalties in respect of violation of other laws.  
12. Drone corridors will be developed for cargo deliveries.   
13. Drone promotion council to be set up to facilitate a business-friendly regulatory regime.  

 
Need for stricter rules and regulations:  

● Recently, Drones were used for the first time to drop explosive devices, triggering blasts inside the Air 
Force Station’s technical area in Jammu.  

● Over the past two years, drones have been deployed regularly by Pakistan-based outfits to smuggle 
arms, ammunition and drugs into Indian territory.  

● According to government figures, 167 drone sightings were recorded along the border with Pakistan in 
2019, and in 2020, there were 77 such sightings.  

● With the rapid proliferation of drone technology and exponential growth of its global market in recent 
years, the possibility of a drone attack cannot be ruled out even in the safest cities in the world.  

● Drones are becoming security threats particularly in conflict zones where non-state actors are active 
and have easy access to the technology.  

 
Drone Categories in India:  
Registration is required for all but the Nano category. 

● Nano: Less than or equal to 250 grams  
● Micro: From 250 grams to 2kg  
● Small: From 2kg to 25kg  
● Medium: From 25kg to 150kg  
● Large: Greater than 150kg  

 
Significance of Drones:  

● Use of drones in commercial, safety, law and order, disaster management and surveillance operations 
reduce manpower requirement and costs.  

● Drones offer low-cost, safe and quick aerial surveys for data collection and are useful for industries 
such as power, mining, realty and oil and gas exploration.  

 
Insta Curious: Did you know that there are a few countries in the world which do not have armed forces of 
their own? Which are those countries? Reference:  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Overview of new rules.  
2. New rules vs old rules.  
3. Exemptions.  

4. Licenses required.  
 
Mains Link: Discuss the significance of the new 
rules.  

 

6. India bans import of drones:  
Context:  
The government has banned the import of drones with immediate effect, except for research and 
development, defence and security purposes.  

● The move aims to promote made in India drones.  
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● The Directorate General of Foreign Trade of the Ministry of Commerce and Industry has notified the 
Indian Trade Classification (Harmonised System), 2022 in this regard.  

 
Highlights:  

● Exceptions are provided for R&D, defence and security, importing drones for these purposes which will 
require “due clearances”. 

● However, import of drone components will not require any approvals.  
 
Boost to drones Industry in India:  

● Last year, the Ministry notified liberalised drone rules that abolished a slew of approvals with the aim 
to encourage R&D and creating India as a drone hub.  

● The government also approved a Production-Linked Incentive (PLI) scheme for drones and their 
components with an allocation of ₹120 crore for three financial years.  

● Last month, the Ministry of Civil Aviation (MoCA) has sent a note on use of drones across various 
sectors to different ministries at the centre.  

 
Where all can drones be effectively utilised?  
Ministry of Home Affairs: For surveillance, situational analysis, crime control, VVIP security, disaster 
management, etc.  
Ministry of Defence: Drones for combat, communication in remote areas, counter-drone solutions, etc.  
Ministry of Health and Family Welfare: Delivery of medicines, collection of samples from remote or 
epidemic/pandemic-affected areas.  
The Petroleum and Natural Gas, and Power Ministries: For real-time surveillance of assets and transmission 
lines, theft prevention, visual inspection/maintenance, construction planning and management, etc. 
Environment, Forests and Climate Change Ministry: Anti-poaching actions, monitoring of forests and wildlife, 
pollution assessment, and evidence gathering.  
Ministry of Information and Broadcasting: For high-quality videography of events and difficult-to-reach-places 
at a fraction of the cost and approvals required. This move would also facilitate low altitude shooting without 
noise, and prevent dust pollution and risk of accidents.  
Other areas: To undertake disaster management, incidence response, inspection/maintenance works and 
project monitoring.  
 
Significance:  
Drones offer a tremendous benefits to almost every sector of the economy, including but not limited to, 
national defence, agriculture, law enforcement, and mapping, among others.  
 
Drone management in India:  

● The Union government had on September 15 approved a production-linked incentive (PLI) scheme for 
drones and drone components with an allocation of Rs 120 crore spread over three financial years.  

● The ministry had on August 25 notified the Drone Rules, 2021 that eased the regulation of drone 
operations in India by reducing the number of forms that need to be filled to operate them from 25 to 
five and decreasing the types of fees charged from the operator from 72 to four.  

 
Insta Curious: Did you know that there are a few countries in the world which do not have armed forces of 
their own? Which are those countries? Reference:  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Overview of new rules.  
2. New rules vs old rules.  
3. Exemptions.  

4. Licenses required.  
 
Mains Link: Discuss the significance of the new 
rules.  

 
Link: https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/india-bans-import-of-drones/article38404204.ece/amp/.  
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7. Jio Platforms to provide satellite broadband services:  
Context:  
Jio has formed a joint-venture with Luxembourg-based SES to deliver satellite broadband services across India.  
 
How?  
The joint venture will use multi-orbit space networks that is a combination of GEO (geostationary equatorial 
orbit) and MEO (medium earth orbit) satellite constellations capable of delivering multi-gigabit links and 
capacity to enterprises, mobile backhaul and retail customers across the length and breadth of India and 
neighbouring regions.  
 
How is this different from what Starlink or OneWeb offer?  
SES primarily has satellites in the GEO and the MEO, while those of Elon Musk-led Starlink and Bharti Group’s 
OneWeb are in low earth orbit (LEO).  

● While GEO satellites are positioned at an altitude of 36,000 km, MEO and LEO are lower at altitudes 
of 5,000-20,000km and 500-1,200 km, respectively.  

● The altitude of the satellite is directly proportional to the area of earth that it covers. Therefore, the 
higher a satellite is positioned, the larger an area it covers.  

 
Differences between GEO, MEO and LEO satellites:  
Coverage: GEO satellites provide a larger coverage and 
therefore only three satellites can cover the whole earth.  

● Hundreds of LEO satellites are needed to provide 
coverage to a larger area.  

Cost: LEO satellites are smaller and are cheaper to launch 
than GEOs or MEOs.  

● But, LEO based satellites have risks, for example the 
recent Starlink incident. SpaceX’s satellites fell out of 
orbit as a result of the solar flare.  

 
Criticisms of LEO satellites:  

● The balance of power has shifted from countries to companies since most of these are private 
companies run projects. As a result, there are questions related to who regulates these companies, 
especially given the myriad of nations that contribute to individual projects.  

● Complicated regulatory framework: Stakeholders in these companies are from various countries. Thus 
it becomes challenging to receive requisite licences to operate in each country.  

● Satellites can sometimes be seen in the night skies which creates difficulties for astronomers as the 
satellites reflect sunlight to earth, leaving streaks across images.  

● Satellites travelling at a lower orbit can also interrupt the frequency of those orbiting above them.  
● Those objects, colloquially referred to as ‘space junk,’ have the potential to damage spacecraft or 

collide with other satellites.  
 
Insta Curious: How many types of orbit do you 
know? Check out here.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About LEO.  

2. Starlink project.  
3. Benefits of LEO satellite based internet.  

 
Mains Link: Discuss the Concerns associated with 
satellite based internet services.  

 
Link: https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-jio-joint-venture-ses-satellite-broadband-services-
7772502/lite/.  
 

8. Neutrino project:  
Context:  
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Tamil Nadu has made clear to the Supreme Court that it does not want the Indian Neutrino Observatory (INO) 
to be set up in a sensitive ecological zone in the Western Ghats at great cost to wildlife, biodiversity, and by 
ignoring the local opposition and public agitations to the project.  
 
Why is it being opposed?  

● The project in question falls exactly on the hill slopes of this part of the Western Ghats, which align 
within it a significant tiger corridor, namely the Mathikettan-Periyar tiger corridor.  

● This corridor links the Periyar Tiger Reserve along the Kerala and Tamil Nadu borders and the 
Mathikettan Shola National Park.  

● The proposed project area also ecologically links to the eastern habitats, where Srivilliputhur 
Meghamalai Tiger Reserve is located. It hosts tigers from this region and helps in genetic dispersal.  

● The area is a significant watershed and catchment zone for the rivers Sambhal and Kottakudi.  
 
About the project:  
The India-based Neutrino Observatory (INO) Project is a multi-institutional effort aimed at building a world-
class underground laboratory with a rock cover of approx.1200 m for non-accelerator based high energy and 
nuclear physics research in India. The initial goal of INO is to study neutrinos. 
It is a mega-science project jointly funded by the Department of Atomic Energy (DAE) and the Department of 
Science and Technology (DST).  
  
The project proposal includes: 

● Construction of an underground laboratory and associated surface facilities at Pottipuram in Bodi 
West hills of Theni District of Tamil Nadu.  

● Construction of an Iron Calorimeter (ICAL) detector for studying neutrinos.  
● Setting up of National Centre for High Energy Physics at Madurai, for the operation and maintenance 

of the underground laboratory, human resource development and detector R&D along with its 
applications.  

 
What are neutrinos? 
Neutrinos, first proposed by Swiss scientist Wolfgang Pauli in 1930, are the second most widely occurring 
particle in the universe, only second to photons, the particle which makes up light. In fact, neutrinos are 
so abundant among us that every second, there are more than 100 trillion of them passing right through each 
of us — we never even notice them. 
Neutrinos occur in three different types, or flavours. These are separated in terms of different masses. From 
experiments so far, we know that neutrinos have a tiny mass, but the ordering of the neutrino mass states is 
not known and is one of the key questions that remain unanswered till today. This is a major challenge INO will 
set to resolve, thus completing our picture of the neutrino. 
 
Why detect them? 
Neutrinos hold the key to several important and fundamental questions on the origin of the Universe and 
the energy production in stars. Another important possible application of neutrinos is in the area of neutrino 
tomograph of the earth, that is detailed investigation of the structure of the Earth from core on wards. This is 
possible with neutrinos since they are the only particles which can probe the deep interiors of the Earth. 
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Why should the laboratory be situated underground? 
Neutrinos are notoriously difficult to detect in a laboratory because of their extremely weak interaction with 
matter. 

● The background from cosmic rays (which interact much more readily than neutrinos) and natural 
radioactivity will make it almost impossible to detect them on the surface of the Earth. This is the 
reason most neutrino observatories are located deep inside the Earth’s surface. 

● The overburden provided by the Earth matter is transparent to neutrinos whereas most background 
from cosmic rays is substantially reduced depending on the depth at which the detector is located.  

 
Link: https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/tn-says-no-in-supreme-court-to-neutrino-observatory-
project/article65059219.ece/amp/.  
 

9. Nepal will be the first foreign country to adopt India's Unified payments 
interface (UPI) system:  

Context:  
The National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI) has announced that the neighboring country of Nepal will 
be the first foreign country to adopt India's UPI system.  
 
What is UPI?  
Unified Payments Interface (UPI) is an instant real-time payment system, allowing users to transfer money on a 
real-time basis, across multiple bank accounts without revealing details of one’s bank account to the other 
party.  

● UPI is currently the biggest among the National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI) operated 
systems including National Automated Clearing House (NACH), Immediate Payment Service (IMPS), 
Aadhaar enabled Payment System (AePS), Bharat Bill Payment System (BBPS), RuPay etc.  

● The top UPI apps include PhonePe, Paytm, Google Pay, Amazon Pay and BHIM, the latter being the 
Government offering.  

● NPCI launched UPI with 21 member banks in 2016.  
 
What is BHIM?  
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Bharat Interface for Money (BHIM) is India’s digital payment application (app) that works through UPI, a system 
that powers multiple bank accounts into a single mobile application.  

● Developed by National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI).  
● Allows real time fund transfer.  
● Launched in December, 2016.  

 
The BHIM app has three levels of authentication:  

1. For one, the app binds with a device’s ID and mobile number.  
2. Second a user needs to sync whichever bank account (UPI or non-UPI enabled) in order to the conduct 

transaction.  
3. Third, when a user sets up the app they are asked to create a pin which is needed to log into the app. 

The UPI pin, which a user creates with their bank account is needed to go through with the transaction.  
 
Insta Curious: National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI), an umbrella organisation for operating retail 
payments and settlement systems in India, is an initiative of Reserve Bank of India (RBI) and Indian Banks’ 
Association (IBA) under the provisions of the Payment and Settlement Systems Act, 2007. Do you know about 
the services it provides? Reference: 
  
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Who controls ATMs in the country?  
2. What is UPI?  

3. What is National Automated Clearing 
House (NACH)?  

4. What is National Financial Switch?  
5. Three levels of authentication in BHIM.  

 
Link: https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GVH996MDB.1&imageview=0.  
 

10. Ramanujan Prize:  
Context:  
The Ramanujan Prize for Young Mathematicians was awarded to Professor Neena Gupta, a mathematician of 
the Indian Statistical Institute in Kolkata, in a virtual ceremony on 22nd February 2022.  

● She received the award for the year 2021 for her outstanding work in affine algebraic geometry and 
commutative algebra.  

 
About the Ramanujan Prize:  
The prize is awarded annually to a researcher from 
a developing country funded by the Department of 
Science and Technology (DST) of the Government of 
India in association with ICTP (International Centre 
for Theoretical Physics) and the International 
Mathematical Union (IMU).  

● Eligibility: It is given to young 
mathematicians less than 45 years of age 
who have conducted outstanding research 
in a developing country.  

● It is supported by DST in the memory of 
Srinivasa Ramanujan.  

 
Highlights of Srinivasa Ramanujan’s life: 

● In 1911, Ramanujan published the first of his papers in the Journal of the Indian Mathematical Society. 
● Ramanujan traveled to England in 1914, where Hardy tutored him and collaborated with him in some 

research.  
● He worked out the Riemann series, the elliptic integrals, hypergeometric series, the functional 

equations of the zeta function, and his own theory of divergent series.  
● The number 1729 is known as the Hardy-Ramanujan number after a famous visit by Hardy to see 

Ramanujan at a hospital. It is the smallest number which can be expressed as the sum of two 
different cubes in two different ways.  
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● Hardy observed Ramanujan’s work primarily involved fields less known even amongst other pure 
mathematicians.  

● Ramanujan’s home state of Tamil Nadu celebrates 22 December as ‘State IT Day’, memorialising both 
the man and his achievements, as a native of Tamil Nadu.  

● Ramanujan compiled around 3,900 results consisting of equations and identities. One of his most 
treasured findings was his infinite series for Pi.  

 
The Dev Patel-starrer ‘The Man Who Knew Infinity’ (2015) was a biopic on the mathematician.  
 
Insta Curious: Dr Manmohan Singh, then Prime Minister, declared the December 22 as National Mathematics 
Day in 2012.  
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link and Mains Link: 

● Key achievements and contributions of Sri Ramanujan.  
National Mathematics Day. 
 

11. What are NFTs?  
Context:  
NFTs are gaining massive popularity now because they are becoming an increasingly popular way to showcase 
and sell your digital artwork.  

● Billions of dollars have been spent on NFTs since its inception—which date backs to 2015.  
 
What are NFTs?  
An NFT is a unique, irreplaceable token that can be used to prove ownership of digital assets such as music, 
artwork, even tweets and memes.  
Anything that can be converted into a digital form can be an NFT.  

● Everything from your drawings, photos, videos, GIF, music, in-game items, selfies, and even a tweet can 
be turned into an NFT, which can then be traded online using cryptocurrency.  

 
What makes NFTs unique from other digital forms?  
It is backed by Blockchain technology.  

● NFT transactions are recorded on blockchains, which is a digital public ledger, with most NFTs being a 
part of the Ethereum blockchain.  

 
How do NFTs work?  
NFT works on blockchain as it gives users complete ownership of a digital asset.  

● For instance, if you’re a sketch artist, and if you convert your digital asset to an NFT, what you get is 
proof of ownership, powered by Blockchain.  

 
Differences between NFT and Cryptocurrency:  
Cryptocurrency is a currency and is fungible, meaning that it is interchangeable.  

● For instance, if you hold one crypto token, say one Ethereum, the next Ethereum that you hold will also 
be of the same value. But NFTs are non-fungible, that means the value of one NFT is not equal to 
another. Every art is different from other, making it non fungible, and unique.  

 
Risks associated with buying NFTs:  

● In the recent past, several incidents of NFT scams have been reported including: emergence of fake 
marketplaces, unverified sellers often impersonating real artists and selling copies of their artworks for 
half prices.  

● NFRs unquestionably have negative impact on the environment. In order to validate transactions, 
crypto mining is done, which requires high powered computers that run at a very high capacity, 
affecting the environment ultimately.  
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Insta Curious: Terra Nulius was the first NFT on Ethereum Blockchain, although this project was merely an idea 
which only allowed to customise a short message which was then recorded on blockchain.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. NFT.  

2. Cryptocurrencies.  
3. Blockchain technology.  
4. Fungible currencies.  

 
Link: https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/everyday-explainers/what-are-non-fungible-tokens-nft-
7783662/.  
 

Topics: Awareness in space. 

1. Chandrayaan-3:  
Context: 
The Government has informed the Lok Sabha that the Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) is set to 
launch Chandrayaan-3 in August 2022.  
 
What we know about Chandrayaan 3 so far?  
Chandrayaan-3 is the successor to the Chandrayaan-2 mission and it will likely attempt another soft-landing 
on the lunar surface. 

● It will be a mission repeat of Chandrayaan-2 but will only include a lander and rover similar to that of 
Chandrayaan-2. It will not have an orbiter.  

● As per ISRO, the total cost of Chandrayaan-3 mission will be over Rs 600 crores. In comparison, the 
total cost of the Chandrayaan-2 mission was Rs 960 crores.  

 
What is Chandrayaan-2?  

● The Mission brought together an Orbiter, Lander and Rover with the goal of exploring the south pole 
of the Moon.  

● It aimed at studying not just one area of the Moon but all the areas combining the exosphere, the 
surface as well as the sub-surface of the moon in a single mission. 

Why are we interested in studying the moon?  
● The Moon is the closest cosmic body at which space discovery can be attempted and documented.  
● It is also a promising test bed to demonstrate technologies required for deep-space missions.  
● The Moon provides the best linkage to Earth’s early history.  
● It offers an undisturbed historical record of the inner Solar system environment.  

 
Why was the Lunar South Pole targeted for exploration?  
The Lunar South pole is especially interesting because the lunar surface area that remains in shadow is much 
larger than that at the North Pole.  

● There could be a possibility of presence of water in permanently shadowed areas around it. 
● In addition, the South Pole region has craters that are cold traps and contain a fossil record of the 

early Solar System.  
 
What happened to Chandrayaan-2?  

● The Chandrayaan-2 mission, which was lost after it hard- landed on the dark side of the Moon in 
2019, remains active in the form of its orbiter hovering over the Moon.  

● The lander and rover malfunctioned in the final moments and crash-landed, getting destroyed in the 
process.  

● The primary objective of Chandrayaan 2 was to demonstrate the ability to soft-land on the lunar 
surface and operate a robotic rover on the surface.  

However, the Orbiter and other instruments of Chandrayaan-2 mission have, in two years, gathered a wealth of 
new information that has added to our knowledge about the Moon and its environment.  
 
What is the information gathered?  
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Presence of water molecules on moon: The 
mission has given the most precise information 
about the presence of H2O molecules on the Moon 
till date.  
Presence of Minor elements: Chromium, 
manganese and Sodium have been detected for the 
first time through remote sensing. The finding can 
lay the path for understanding magmatic evolution 
on the Moon and deeper insights into the nebular 
conditions as well as planetary differentiation.  
Information about solar flares: A large number of 
microflares outside the active region have been 
observed for the first time, and according to ISRO, 
this “has great implications on the understanding 
of the mechanism behind heating of the solar 
corona”, which has been an open problem for 
many decades.  
Exploration of the permanently shadowed regions 
as well as craters and boulders underneath the 
regolith, the loose deposit comprising the top surface extending up to 3-4m in depth. This is expected to help 
scientists to zero in on future landing and drilling sites, including for human missions.  
 
Insta Curious: NASA has also chosen a landing site for the Volatiles Investigating Polar Exploration Rover 
(VIPER). Know about it here.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About Chandrayaan-2.  
2. Objectives.  
3. Instruments onboard.  

4. Chandrayaan-1.  
 
Mains Link: Discuss the significance of 
Chandrayaan-2 mission.  

 

2. Parker Solar Probe:  
Context:  
For the first time in history, we can see the planet Venus in Color, 
thanks to NASA Parker Solar Probe.  

● The Wide-field Imager for Parker Solar Probe (WISPR) by 
the American space agency has managed to take pictures 
of the surface of Venus revealing stunning continents, 
plains, plateaus and even a layer of Oxygen.  

 
First spacecraft to fly through the outer atmosphere of the Sun:  
Recently, the Parker Solar Probe, became the first spacecraft to fly 
through the outer atmosphere of the Sun- 'Corona'.  

● The spacecraft flew through Corona and sampled magnetic 
fields and particles there.  

 
Significance:  
The achievement would help scientists discover critical information about the sun and its influence on our solar 
system.  
 
About the mission:  
Launched in 2018, Parker Solar Probe will travel through the sun’s atmosphere, closer to the surface than any 
spacecraft before it, facing brutal heat and radiation conditions — and ultimately providing humanity with the 
closest-ever observations of a star.  
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Journey:  
● In order to unlock the mysteries of the sun’s atmosphere, Parker Solar Probe will use Venus’ gravity during 

seven flybys over nearly seven years to gradually bring its orbit closer to the sun.  
● The spacecraft will fly through the sun’s atmosphere as close as 3.9 million miles to our star’s surface, well 

within the orbit of Mercury and more than seven times closer than any spacecraft has come before.  
 
Parker Solar Probe has three detailed science objectives:  
1. Trace the flow of energy that heats and accelerates the solar corona and solar wind. 
2. Determine the structure and dynamics of the plasma and magnetic fields at the sources of the solar wind. 
3. Explore mechanisms that accelerate and transport energetic particles.  
 
Why study corona?  
The corona is hotter than the surface of the sun. The corona gives rise to the solar wind, a continuous flow of 
charged particles that permeates the solar system. Unpredictable solar winds cause disturbances in our 
planet’s magnetic field and can play havoc with communications technology on Earth. Nasa hopes the findings 
will enable scientists to forecast changes in Earth’s space environment.  
 
Insta Curious: What is Magnetic Reconnection with respect to the sun’s surface? Reference: read this.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About the Solar Parker Probe.  
2. What are Solar Flares?  
3. Sun’s Corona.  

4. Earth vs Venus.  
5. What are radio waves?  

 
Mains Link: Discuss how Solar Flares influence 
earth’s environment.  

 

3. EOS-04 launch, ISRO’s first of 2022:  
Context:  
Isro has successfully launched earth observation satellite EOS-04, two other satellites (INSPIREsat-1 and INS-
2TD) onboard PSLV recently.  

● It was launched from the first launch pad at the country’s only spaceport in Sriharikota - Satish 
Dhawan Space Centre, Andhra Pradesh.  

 
Significance:  

● This is ISRO's first launch in 2022.  
● It was the first mission since the failure of the GSLV F10 mission in August 2021.  
● This was the first mission of the space agency under the chairmanship of S Somanath.  

 
Orbit:  
The three satellites were injected successfully into a sun-synchronous polar orbit of 529 km.  
 
About EOS-04:  
EOS-04 is a radar imaging satellite capable of providing high-quality images under all weather conditions.  

● It can be used to capture images for agriculture, forestry, flood mapping, soil moisture and hydrology.  
● The satellite has a mission life of 10 years.  

 
Advantages of radar imaging over optical instruments:  
Radar imaging is unaffected by weather, cloud or fog, or the lack of sunlight. It can produce high-quality images 
in all conditions and at all times.  
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INS-2DT:  
INS-2DT is a technology 
demonstrator satellite, which 
has a thermal imaging camera 
and can help in the assessment 
of land and water surface 
temperatures apart from 
mapping vegetation.  
 
InspireSat-1 satellite:  
This satellite will use two 
instruments to study 
ionosphere dynamics and the 
Sun’s coronal heating process.  
 
Difference between PSLV and 
GSLV:  
India has two operational 
launchers- Polar Satellite 
Launch Vehicle (PSLV) and 
Geosynchronous Satellite 
Launch Vehicle (GSLV).  

● PSLV was developed to launch low-Earth Orbit satellites into polar and sun synchronous orbits. It has 
since proved its versatility by launching geosynchronous, lunar and interplanetary spacecraft 
successfully.  

● On the other hand, GSLV was developed to launch the heavier INSAT class of geosynchronous satellites 
into orbit. In its third and final stage, GSLV uses the indigenously developed cryogenic upper stage.  

 
How many satellites does India have in space?  

● India currently has 53 operational satellites, of which 21 are earth observation ones and another 21 are 
communication-based.  

● EOS-4 launch would be the 54th flight of the PSLV rocket, and the 23rd of its most powerful XL-version 
that has six strap-on boosters.  

 
Insta Curious: Did you know about Isro's Telemetry Tracking and Command Network (ISTRAC) which is located 
in Bengaluru?  
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InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. What is radar imaging?  
2. What are earth- observation satellites?  

3. Differences between GSLV and PSLV.  
4. Applications of EOS-01.  
5. Differences between low earth orbit and 

geostationary orbits.  
 
Mains Link: Why is the Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV) one of the world’s most reliable space launch 
vehicles? How is it helping India commercially and technologically?  
 
Link: https://www.google.com/amp/s/indianexpress.com/article/india/isros-pslv-c52-lifts-off-with-earth-
observation-and-2-small-satellites-7772120/lite/.  
 

4. HelioSwarm and MUSE:  
Context:  
NASA has selected two science missions - the Multi-slit Solar Explorer (MUSE) and HelioSwarm - to help 
improve our understanding of the dynamics of the Sun, the Sun-Earth connection, and the constantly 
changing space environment.  
● These missions will provide deeper insights into our universe and offer critical information to help protect 

astronauts, satellites, and communications signals such as GPS.  
 
About MUSE:  
● The MUSE mission will help 

scientists understand the 
forces driving the heating of 
the Sun's corona and the 
eruptions in that outermost 
region that are at the 
foundation of space weather. 

● The mission will offer deeper 
insight into the physics of the 
solar atmosphere by using a 
powerful instrument known as 
a multi-slit spectrometer to observe the Sun's extreme ultraviolet radiation and obtain the highest 
resolution images ever captured of the solar transition region and the corona.  

 
HelioSwarm:  
The HelioSwarm mission is a constellation or "swarm" of nine spacecraft that will capture the first multiscale 
in-space measurements of fluctuations in the magnetic field and motions of the solar wind known as solar 
wind turbulence.  

● The Sun's outermost atmospheric layer, the heliosphere, encompasses an enormous region of the 
solar system.  

● Solar winds spread through the heliosphere, and their interactions with planetary magnetospheres and 
disruptions such as coronal mass ejections affect their turbulence.  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. What are radio waves?  
2. Different layers of sun?  

3. What are solar flares?  
4. What are Sunspots?  

 
Mains Link: What are solar winds? Discuss.  

 

5. NASA’s Perseverance rover:  
Context:  
Nasa’s Perseverance rover has completed a full Earth year on Mars after its successful landing on February 19, 
2021.  
 
During this period on the Red Planet, the rover has completed many firsts from its ambitious to-do list:  
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1. Collected the first rock cores from another planet.  
2. Served as a base station for Ingenuity helicopter.  
3. Extracted oxygen from thin Martian air.  
4. It broke a record for the most distance driven by a rover on Mars in a single day by travelling almost 

320 meters on February 14.  
5. Tested the first prototype oxygen generator on the Red Planet, called MOXIE (Mars Oxygen In-Situ 

Resource Utilization Experiment).  
 
About Perseverance Rover:  
NASA’s Perseverance rover is exploring the Jezero Crater on Mars and attempting to collect its first rock 
samples.  

● It was launched in 2020 aboard a United Launch Alliance Atlas V.  
 
Why is this mission significant?  

1. It carried a unique instrument, MOXIE or Mars Oxygen ISRU Experiment: which for the first time 
manufactured molecular oxygen on Mars using carbon dioxide from the carbon-dioxide-rich 
atmosphere (ISRU means In Situ Resource Utilization: or the use of local resources to meet human 
needs or requirements of the spacecraft).  

2. It carried Ingenuity, the first ever helicopter to fly on Mars.  
3. It is the planned first step to bring back rock samples from Mars for analysis in sophisticated 

laboratories on Earth: with the goal of looking for biosignatures: or signatures of present or past life.  
 
These are some of the key mission objectives:  

1. Look for signs of ancient microbial life.  
2. Collect Martian rock and dust samples for later return to Earth.  
3. Deliver an experimental helicopter.  
4. Study the climate and geology of Mars.  
5. Demonstrate technology for future Mars missions.  

 
What is the reason for the near-term interest in Mars?  

1. Mars is located in the very near backyard (about 200 million km away).  
2. It is a planet that humans can aspire to visit or to stay for a longer duration.  
3. Mars had flowing water and an atmosphere in the distant past: and perhaps conditions to support life.  
4. It also has implications for commercial travel.  

 
Insta Curious: Know about Mars in brief - the history, atmosphere, gravity and explorations 
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Missions to Mars.  
2. Perseverance- objectives.  
3. Instruments onboard.  
4. About the UAE’s Hope and China’s 

Tianwen-1 spacecraft.  

5. Pathfinder mission.  
6. About the UAE’s Hope and China’s 

Tianwen-1 spacecraft.  
7. Pathfinder mission.  

 
Mains Link: Discuss the significance of the mission.  

 

6. What is dark energy and dark matter?  
Context:  
Astronomical observations suggest that a significant part of the universe is made up of dark matter which 
interacts with the rest of the universe only through the gravitational pull.  
● Many large lab experiments have tried to detect elementary particles that could be candidates for dark 

matter. However, such dark matter particles have not been detected until now.  
 
Assessing dark matter:  
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The researchers use the non-observation of the lensing signatures 
to assess what fraction of the dark matter could be made of black 
holes. Gravitational lensing is useful to cosmologists because it is 
directly sensitive to the amount and distribution of dark matter.  
What is gravitational lensing? How does it work?  
● Gravitational lensing is an effect of Einstein’s theory of 

general relativity – simply put, mass bends light.  
● The gravitational field of a massive object will extend far into 

space, and cause light rays passing close to that object (and 
thus through its gravitational field) to be bent and refocused 
somewhere else.  

● The more massive the object, the stronger its gravitational 
field and hence the greater the bending of light rays – just like 
using denser materials to make optical lenses results in a 
greater amount of refraction.  

 
What is Dark Energy?  
More is unknown than is known. We know how much dark energy 
there is because we know how it affects the universe's expansion. 
Other than that, it is a complete mystery. But it is an important mystery. It makes up about 68% of the 
universe.  
Dark Energy is a hypothetical form of energy that exerts a negative, repulsive pressure, behaving like the 
opposite of gravity.  
● It is causing the rate of expansion of our 

universe to accelerate over time, rather than 
to slow down. That’s contrary to what one 
might expect from a universe that began in a 
Big Bang.  

 
How is dark energy different from dark matter?  
Everything we see – the planets, moons, massive 
galaxies – makes up less than 5% of the universe. 
About 27% is dark matter and 68% is dark 
energy.  
While dark matter attracts and holds galaxies 
together, dark energy repels and causes the 
expansion of our universe.  
● The existence of dark matter was suggested 

as early as the 1920s, while dark energy 
wasn’t discovered until 1998.  

 
Did you know about the XENON1T experiment?  
● It is the world’s most sensitive dark matter experiment and 

was operated deep underground at the INFN Laboratori 
Nazionali del Gran Sasso in Italy.  

● It uses the dual-phase (liquid/gas) xenon technique and is 
located underground at the Laboratory Nazionali del Gran Sasso 
of INFN, Italy.  

 
The theory of general relativity:  
The leading theory, however, considers dark energy a property of 
space. Albert Einstein was the first to understand that space was not simply empty. He also understood that 
more space could continue to come into existence. In his theory of general relativity, Einstein included a 
cosmological constant to account for the stationary universe scientists thought existed.  
● After Hubble announced the expanding universe, Einstein called his constant his "biggest blunder."  
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● But Einstein's blunder may be the best fit for dark energy. Predicting that empty space can have its own 
energy, the constant indicates that as more space emerges, more energy would be added to the universe, 
increasing its expansion.  

 
Insta Curious: Do you know about LUX-Zeplin and PandaX-xT experiments? Reference: read this.  
 

7. NASA's Lucy mission:  
Context:  
Eurybates is one of a handful of asteroids that Lucy will visit over the 
next 12 years.  
● Recently, astronomers at Las Vegas were observing a star which 

appeared to briefly blink out because the asteroid Eurybates had 
passed in front of it.  

● As Eurybates eclipsed the star, a phenomenon scientists call an 
“occultation,” a 40-mile- (64-kilometer-) wide shadow the size of the 
asteroid passed over the region.  

● This information will be used by Lucy researchers to supplement data gathered by the Lucy spacecraft’s 
close flyby of Eurybates in 2027.  

 
Why Occultations?  
An occultation is any event where one celestial object passes in front of another, blocking the latter object 
from an observer’s view. The best-known example is a solar eclipse, which occurs when the Moon passes 
between the Sun and Earth, blocking the Sun from our view.  
 
About 'Lucy' Mission:  
This is NASA's first mission to explore the Jupiter Trojan 
asteroids.  
It is a solar-powered mission.  
It is estimated to be over 12 years long, during which the 
spacecraft will visit eight asteroids covering a distance of 
about 6.3 billion km to deepen the understanding of the 
“young solar system”.  
 
Aim of the mission:  
The mission is designed to understand the composition of 
the diverse asteroids that are a part of the Trojan asteroid swarms, to determine the mass and densities of the 
materials and to look for and study the satellites and rings that may orbit the Trojan asteroids.  
 
What are Trojan Asteroids? Why are they called so?  
These asteroids are believed to be the remnants of the early solar system, and studying them will help 
scientists understand its origins and evolution, and why it looks the way it does.  

● The Trojan asteroids are believed to be formed from the same material that led to the formation of 
planets nearly 4 billion years ago when the solar system was formed.  

 
Insta Curious: Did you know that the mission is named after ‘Lucy’, a 3.2 million-year-old ancestor who 
belonged to a species of hominins (which include humans and their ancestors)?  
 
Did you know that the Asteroids are divided into three categories? Which are those? Reference: read this.  
 
Topics: Awareness in the fields of IT, Computers, robotics, nano-technology, bio-technology 
and issues relating to intellectual property rights. 

1. Ethanol as an alternate fuel: 
Context: 
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Although the country has made steady progress in raising the share of ethanol in auto-fuels, having increased 
it to 8.1% in Ethanol Supply Year (ESY) 2020-21 (December-November) from 5% a year earlier, several issues 
will need to be addressed if the target of 20% blending by 2025 is to be achieved.  
 
Significance of ethanol blending:  

● Since most petroleum products are used in transport, a successful E20 (20% ethanol blended petrol) 
programme can potentially save the country $4 billion per annum.  

● Use of E20 leads to an estimated loss of 6-7% in the fuel efficiency of four-wheelers originally designed 
for regular petrol.  

 
Background:  
Government has been promoting use of ethanol as a blend stock with main automotive fuel like petrol in line 
with the National Policy on Biofuels (NBP) -2018 under the Ethanol Blended Petrol (EBP) Programme. 

● This policy envisages an indicative target of blending 20% ethanol in petrol by 2025. 
 
Factors limiting the extent of ethanol blending:  
Lack of adequate quality feedstock and sporadic availability of ethanol across the country — as feedstock 
supply is primarily concentrated in sugar-producing states at present.  
 
Efforts by the Government in this regard: 

1. Government has allowed production of ethanol from sugarcane and food grain based raw-materials. 
2. The Government has fixed the ex-mill price of ethanol from sugarcane based raw-materials. 
3. Remunerative prices of ethanol produced from different feedstock has been fixed. 
4. The government has notified interest subvention schemes for setting up of molasses and grain based 

new distilleries or expansion of existing distilleries. 
 
Ethanol: 

● Ethanol can be produced from sugarcane, maize, wheat, etc which are having high starch content. 
● In India, ethanol is mainly produced from sugarcane molasses by fermentation process. 
● Ethanol can be mixed with gasoline to form different blends. 
● As the ethanol molecule contains oxygen, it allows the engine to more completely combust the fuel, 

resulting in fewer emissions and thereby reducing the occurrence of environmental pollution. 
● Since ethanol is produced from plants that harness the power of the sun, ethanol is also considered as 

renewable fuel. 
 
Insta Curious: To boost the programme, the government has reintroduced an administered price mechanism 
for ethanol procurement, allowing ethanol production from multiple feedstock like heavy molasses, sugarcane 
juice, sugar, sugar syrup, damaged foodgrains, maize and surplus rice stocks with the Food Corporation of 
India.  

● Sugar mills and distilleries are also free to set up ethanol plants after obtaining statutory clearances, 
with the government notifying an interest subvention scheme to assist companies.  

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What is ethanol? How is it produced? 
2. Difference between ethanol and molasses? 
3. What is ethanol blending programme? 

4. Benefits of ethanol blending? 
 
Mains Link: Write a note on the 2013 EBP 
programme. 

 

2. India's patent waiver plan at WTO and issues associated:  
Context:  
A proposal was taken up at the World Trade Organisation (WTO) negotiations, in 2020, to “temporarily waive” 
intellectual property rights (IPR) held, by primarily Western countries, on vaccines, therapeutics and 
diagnostics for covid-19. This proposal was co-authored by India.  

● Now, India runs the risk of being excluded from this proposal.  
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Background:  
India and South Africa had jointly sponsored a proposal in October 2020 and this was updated, with 
representation from several low– and middle–income countries — though with the notable omission of China 
— to expand the scope of the waiver to “all health products and technologies” and to have the waiver in place 
for at least a year.  
 
What's the issue?  
A small group of WTO members are “discussing suggestions” to exclude drug manufacturers in India and China 
— two major, global suppliers of medicine — from prospective waivers to IPR obligations that result from the 
Trade Related Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS) which WTO members are committed to uphold.  

● Also, Manufacturers want to “limit” any benefits of the waiver only to African countries, and not pave 
the way for Indian manufacturers who, with their large production capacities, would easily undercut 
Western competitors.  

 
Why is there an opposition to the waiver? What are the arguments against it?  
Waiving of intellectual property rights will neither lead to increased production of vaccines or increased 
deployment nor practical solutions to fight the virus of COVID-19 vaccines since IP is not the barrier.  
Waiving of intellectual property rights could impact patient safety by opening doors for counterfeit vaccines to 
enter the supply chain.  
 
Need of the hour:  
Our top most priority should be to address the supply side constraints, including IP barriers, to augment the 
manufacturing of vaccines, therapeutics and diagnostics, essential for treatment, prevention and control of the 
ongoing pandemic.  
 
What does the intellectual property waiver for Covid-19 vaccines mean?  
The IP waiver might open up space for production of Covid vaccines with emergency use authorisations (EUA) 
— such as those developed by Pfizer, Moderna, AstraZeneca, Novavax, Johnson & Johnson and Bharat Biotech 
— on a larger scale in middle-income countries.  

● Most production is currently concentrated in high-income countries; production by middle-income 
countries has been happening through licensing or technology transfer agreements.  

 
What are patents and IP rights?  
A patent represents a powerful intellectual property right, and is an exclusive monopoly granted by a 
government to an inventor for a limited, pre-specified time. It provides an enforceable legal right to prevent 
others from copying the invention.  
 
Patents can be either process patents or product patents:  

1. A product patent ensures that the rights to the final product is protected, and anyone other than the 
patent holder can be restrained from manufacturing it during a specified period, even if they were to 
use a different process.  

2. A process patent enables any person other than the patent holder to manufacture the patented 
product by modifying certain processes in the manufacturing exercise.  

 
Patent regime in India:  
India moved from product patenting to process patenting in the 1970s, which enabled India to become a 
significant producer of generic drugs at global scale, and allowed companies like Cipla to provide Africa with 
anti-HIV drugs in the 1990s.  
● But due to obligations arising out of the TRIPS Agreement, India had to amend the Patents Act in 2005, and 

switch to a product patents regime across the pharma, chemicals, and biotech sectors.  
 
What is the TRIPS Agreement?  
The TRIPS agreement was negotiated in 1995 at the WTO, it requires all its signatory countries to enact 
domestic law.  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://www.insightsonindia.com/2021/05/07/intellectual-property-waiver-for-covid-19-vaccines/&ved=2ahUKEwjp46ai8_H1AhX17nMBHQYlBUIQFnoECAMQAQ&usg=AOvVaw2J6wnmHAFUOCmsgvZgGL2a
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://www.insightsonindia.com/2021/05/07/intellectual-property-waiver-for-covid-19-vaccines/&ved=2ahUKEwjp46ai8_H1AhX17nMBHQYlBUIQFnoECAMQAQ&usg=AOvVaw2J6wnmHAFUOCmsgvZgGL2a


 

www.insightsonindia.com       120  InsightsIAS 

● It guarantees minimum standards of IP protection. Such legal consistency enables innovators to monetise 
their intellectual property in multiple countries.  

● In 2001, the WTO signed the Doha Declaration, which clarified that in a public health emergency, 
governments could compel companies to license their patents to manufacturers, even if they did not think 
the offered price was acceptable.  

● This provision, commonly referred to as “compulsory licensing”, was already built into the TRIPS 
Agreement and the Doha declaration only clarified its usage.  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. What is TRIPS?  
2. Indian Patents Act, 2005.  

3. Patent regime in India.  
4. What is compulsory Licensing?  

 
Mains Link: Write a note on compulsory Licensing.  

 
Link: .https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehindu.com/news/national/india-risks-being-edged-out-of-
patent-waiver-plan-at-wto/article38384490.ece/amp/.  
 

3. What are mRNA vaccines?  
Context:  
Data from human trials of India’s first homegrown mRNA COVID-19 vaccine are likely to be presented to 
authorities for evaluation by the end of the month, and company officials are aiming to roll out the product 
before April.  

● The mRNA vaccine being developed by Pune-based Gennova Biopharmaceuticals is currently in phase 
2/3 trials to evaluate the safety, tolerability and immunogenicity of the candidate vaccine in healthy 
subjects.  

 
Background:  
Globally, mRNA vaccines have been at the vanguard of inoculation programmes in the United States and 
Europe because they exploit recent advances in molecular biotechnology and are said to be quicker to 
manufacture than older, well-established vaccine design principles.  
 
What is this technology all about?  
Messenger RNA or mRNA technology works by teaching our cells to recognize and protect us against infectious 
diseases. One of the challenges with this new technology is that it must be kept cold to maintain stability 
during transport and storage.  
 
What are mRNA vaccines? 
mRNA vaccines trick the body into producing some of the viral proteins itself. 
● They work by using mRNA, or messenger RNA, which is the molecule that essentially puts DNA 

instructions into action. 
● Inside a cell, mRNA is used as a template to build a protein. 
 
How it works? 
1. To produce an mRNA vaccine, scientists produce a synthetic version of the mRNA that a virus uses to build 

its infectious proteins. 
2. This mRNA is delivered into the human body, whose cells read it as instructions to build that viral protein, 

and therefore create some of the virus’s molecules themselves. 
3. These proteins are solitary, so they do not assemble to form a virus. 
4. The immune system then detects these viral proteins and starts to produce a defensive response to them. 
 
Significance of mRNA vaccines: 
There are two parts to our immune system: innate (the defences we’re born with) and acquired (which we 
develop as we come into contact with pathogens). 
● Classical vaccine molecules usually only work with the acquired immune system and the innate immune 

system is activated by another ingredient, called an adjuvant. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehindu.com/news/national/india-risks-being-edged-out-of-patent-waiver-plan-at-wto/article38384490.ece/amp/
https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehindu.com/news/national/india-risks-being-edged-out-of-patent-waiver-plan-at-wto/article38384490.ece/amp/


 

www.insightsonindia.com       121  InsightsIAS 

● Interestingly, mRNA in vaccines could also trigger the innate immune system, providing an extra layer of 
defence without the need to add adjuvants. 

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. What is a vaccine?  
2. How do vaccines work?  
3. Working of the immune system.  

4. What is mRNA?  
5. Potential applications of mRNA vaccines.  

 
Mains Link: Discuss the benefits of mRNA vaccines.   

 
Link: https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehindu.com/news/national/indias-first-mrna-covid-19-vaccine-
likely-to-be-rolled-out-by-april/article38403287.ece/amp/.  
 

4. Nuclear Fusion Technology:  
Context:  
Scientists in the United Kingdom said they have achieved a new milestone in producing nuclear fusion energy, 
or imitating the way energy is produced in the Sun.  
 
What's the new record now?  
A team at the Joint European Torus (JET) facility near Oxford in central England generated 59 megajoules of 
sustained energy during an experiment in December, more than doubling a 1997 record.  

● A kg of fusion fuel contains about 10 million times as much energy as a kg of coal, oil or gas.  
 
The experiment:  
The energy was produced in a machine called a tokamak, a doughnut-shaped apparatus, and the JET site is the 
largest operational one of its kind in the world.  

● Deuterium and tritium, which are isotopes of hydrogen, are heated to temperatures 10 times hotter 
than the centre of the sun to create plasma.  

● This is held in place using superconductor electromagnets as it spins around, fuses and releases 
tremendous energy as heat.  

 
Why is this achievement so significant?  

● Energy by nuclear fusion is one of mankind’s long standing quests as it promises to be low carbon, safer 
than how nuclear energy is now produced and, with an efficiency that can technically exceed a 100%.  

● Also, The record and scientific data from these crucial experiments are a major boost for ITER, the 
larger and more advanced version of the JET.  

 
What is International Thermonuclear Experimental Reactor (ITER)?  
ITER is a fusion research mega-project supported by seven members – China, the European Union, India, 
Japan, South Korea, Russia and the USA – based in the south of France, to further demonstrate the scientific 
and technological feasibility of fusion energy.  
 
What will ITER do?  

● Produce 500 MW of fusion power.  
● Demonstrate the integrated operation of technologies for a fusion power plant.  
● Achieve a deuterium-tritium plasma in which the reaction is sustained through internal heating.  
● Test tritium breeding.  
● Demonstrate the safety characteristics of a fusion device.  

 
What is Fusion?  
Fusion is the energy source of the Sun and stars. In the tremendous heat and gravity at the core of these stellar 
bodies, hydrogen nuclei collide, fuse into heavier helium atoms and release tremendous amounts of energy in 
the process.  
 
Three conditions must be fulfilled to achieve fusion in a laboratory:  

1. Very high temperature (on the order of 150,000,000° Celsius).  
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2. Sufficient plasma particle density (to increase the likelihood that collisions do occur).  
3. Sufficient confinement time (to hold the plasma, which has a propensity to expand, within a defined 

volume).  
 
Insta Curious: Know about a Heliophysics Missions : Read Here (Read Selectively).  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. ITER is funded by how many countries? Is 
India a part of it?  

2. What is a Tokamak?  
3. Different states of matter?  
4. What is fusion?  
5. Differences between fusion and fission.  
6. Location and significance of ITER.  

 
Link: https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/science/scientists-in-britain-smash-fusion-
energy-record/article38403008.ece/amp/#scso=_fd4FYqmADZihseMPwJe5qA038:164.977783203125.  
 

5. India risks being left out of TRIPS waiver:  
Context:  
India runs the risk of being excluded from a proposal it co-authored at WTO negotiations, in 2020, to 
“temporarily waive” IPR held, by primarily Western countries, on vaccines, therapeutics and diagnostics for 
covid-19.  
 
What are the shortcomings that impacted India’s global campaign?  
1. During the entire pandemic, India rarely made use of the existing flexibilities under the Indian Patent Act, 

such as compulsory licences (CL), which are consistent with the TRIPS agreement, to increase the supply of 
Covid-19 medical products despite being nudged by the judiciary to do so.  

2. TRIPS waiver at the WTO is only an enabling framework. Member countries need to amend their domestic 
IP laws to implement the waiver. Yet, India did not proactively develop a national strategy to implement 
the TRIPS waiver as and when it was adopted. This would have not only fortified India’s position 
internationally but would have also acted as a pressure point to influence the negotiations.  

3. The government failed to get the Indian pharmaceutical industry on board. Many Indian pharmaceutical 
bodies are not in the favor of the waiver, thus denting India’s global campaign.  

 
Background:  
India and South Africa had jointly sponsored a proposal in October 2020 and this was updated, with 
representation from several low– and middle–income countries — though with the notable omission of China 
— to expand the scope of the waiver to “all health products and technologies” and to have the waiver in place 
for at least a year.  
 
What's the issue?  
A small group of WTO members are “discussing suggestions” to exclude drug manufacturers in India and China 
— two major, global suppliers of medicine — from prospective waivers to IPR obligations that result from the 
Trade Related Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS) which WTO members are committed to uphold.  
● Also, Manufacturers want to “limit” any benefits of the waiver only to African countries, and not pave the 

way for Indian manufacturers who, with their large production capacities, would easily undercut Western 
competitors.  

 
Why is there an opposition to the waiver? What are the arguments against it?  
Waiving of intellectual property rights will neither lead to increased production of vaccines or increased 
deployment nor practical solutions to fight the virus of COVID-19 vaccines since IP is not the barrier.  
Waiving of intellectual property rights could impact patient safety by opening doors for counterfeit vaccines to 
enter the supply chain.  
 
Need of the hour:  
Our top most priority should be to address the supply side constraints, including IP barriers, to augment the 
manufacturing of vaccines, therapeutics and diagnostics, essential for treatment, prevention and control of the 
ongoing pandemic.  
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What does the intellectual property waiver for Covid-19 vaccines mean?  
The IP waiver might open up space for production of Covid vaccines with emergency use authorisations (EUA) 
— such as those developed by Pfizer, Moderna, AstraZeneca, Novavax, Johnson & Johnson and Bharat Biotech 
— on a larger scale in middle-income countries.  

● Most production is currently concentrated in high-income countries; production by middle-income 
countries has been happening through licensing or technology transfer agreements.  

 
What are patents and IP rights?  
A patent represents a powerful intellectual property right, and is an exclusive monopoly granted by a 
government to an inventor for a limited, pre-specified time. It provides an enforceable legal right to prevent 
others from copying the invention.  
 
Patents can be either process patents or product patents:  
1. A product patent ensures that the rights to the final product is protected, and anyone other than the 

patent holder can be restrained from manufacturing it during a specified period, even if they were to use a 
different process.  

2. A process patent enables any person other than the patent holder to manufacture the patented product by 
modifying certain processes in the manufacturing exercise.  

 
Patent regime in India:  
India moved from product patenting to process patenting in the 1970s, which enabled India to become a 
significant producer of generic drugs at global scale, and allowed companies like Cipla to provide Africa with 
anti-HIV drugs in the 1990s.  

● But due to obligations arising out of the TRIPS Agreement, India had to amend the Patents Act in 2005, 
and switch to a product patents regime across the pharma, chemicals, and biotech sectors.  

 
What is the TRIPS Agreement?  
The TRIPS agreement was negotiated in 1995 at the WTO, it requires all its signatory countries to enact 
domestic law.  
● It guarantees minimum standards of IP protection. Such legal consistency enables innovators to monetise 

their intellectual property in multiple countries.  
● In 2001, the WTO signed the Doha Declaration, which clarified that in a public health emergency, 

governments could compel companies to license their patents to manufacturers, even if they did not think 
the offered price was acceptable.  

● This provision, commonly referred to as “compulsory licensing”, was already built into the TRIPS 
Agreement and the Doha declaration only clarified its usage.  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. What is TRIPS?  
2. Indian Patents Act, 2005.  

3. Patent regime in India.  
4. What is compulsory Licensing?  

 
Mains Link: Write a note on compulsory Licensing.  

 

6. Umbilical Cord blood and its significance:  
Context:  
A US woman has been cured of HIV after receiving a transplant of umbilical cord blood.  

● She has become the third person in the world, and the first woman, to be cured of HIV.  
 
What is HIV and how is it transmitted?  
● Human immunodeficiency virus or HIV is an infection that attacks the immune system by destroying the 

body’s immune cells called CD4, which help it respond to infection.  
● Once HIV attacks the CD4 cells, it starts replicating and destroying the cells, weakening the body’s immune 

system and making it more prone to certain “opportunistic infections” that take advantage of the weak 
immune system.  
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Why is this significant?  
● This was the first time an umbilical cord blood transplant was successfully carried out on an HIV patient. 

This approach is likely to make treatment more widely available.  
● Since this breakthrough treatment only requires partial matches and not exact matches, it opens up 

treatment options for people from diverse racial backgrounds.  
 
What is Cord Blood? 
Cord blood (short for umbilical cord blood) is the blood that remains in the umbilical cord and placenta post-
delivery. 
● It contains special cells called hematopoietic stem cells that can be used to treat some types of diseases. 
 
What is Cord blood banking? 
Cord blood banking is the process of collecting the cord blood and extracting and cryogenically freezing its 
stem cells and other cells of the immune system for potential future medical use. 
● Globally, cord blood banking is recommended as a source of hematopoietic stem cell transplantation for 

haematological cancers and disorders where its use is recommended. 
● For all other conditions, the use of cord blood as a source of stem cells is not yet established. 
 
What Can It Be Used For? 
The umbilical cord fluid is loaded with stem cells. 
● They can treat cancer, blood diseases like anemia, and some immune system disorders, which disrupt your 

body’s ability to defend itself. 
● The fluid is easy to collect and has 10 times more stem cells than those collected from bone marrow. 
● Stem cells from cord blood rarely carry any infectious diseases and are half as likely to be rejected as adult 

stem cells. 
 
Concerns associated with stem cell banking: 
● Over the past decade, stem cell banking has been aggressively marketed even as its use is still in 

experimental stages. But these companies charge enormous fees from parents to preserve cells. 
● The concern here is that it is merely by emotional marketing that companies convince parents to bank 

the cells for several years promising future therapeutic use. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What are stem cells? 
2. Types of stem cells? 

3. Their benefits? 
4. What is stem cell therapy? 
5. Various projects in this regard. 

 
Mains Link: What is cord blood? How to- be parents are falling prey to the emotional marketing tactics by stem 
cell banking companies? Discuss. 
 
Link: https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/hiv-cure-umbilical-cord-blood-explained-7788360/lite/.  
 

7. SC asks Centre to clarify on legality of cryptocurrency:  
Context:  
The Supreme Court has asked the Centre whether dealing with cryptocurrencies like bitcoin is legal in India.  

● The Court posed the query while hearing a plea by one of the accused in the GainBitcoin scam, seeking 
quashing of the charges against him.  

 
How is it regulated?  
There's no formal regulation on cryptocurrencies in India so far. The Centre has been working on crypto 
regulatory framework since 2019 but is yet to introduce a bill.  

● The central bank has always maintained a strong stance against private digital currencies. It had 
banned the banking system from aiding such trades, which was struck down by the Supreme Court in 
2020.  
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Latest developments:  
● In Union Budget 2022, finance minister Nirmala Sitharaman 

had proposed 30 per cent tax on earnings from 
cryptocurrencies and non-fungible tokens (NFTs).  

● She also said that losses from their sale could not be offset 
against other income, delivering another disincentive to 
trading and investment in digital assets.  

● The government also introduced 1 per cent tax deducted at 
source (TDS) on digital assets.  

● It also announced that RBI will introduce its digital currency 
in FY23 that will lead to more efficient and cheaper currency 
management system.  

 
What are Cryptocurrencies?  
Cryptocurrencies are digital currencies in which encryption 
techniques are used to regulate the generation of units of currency 
and verify the transfer of funds, operating independently of a central 
bank.  

● They use Blockchain technology.  
● Examples: Bitcoin, Ethereum etc.  

Why is the RBI against the use of cryptocurrencies?  
Sovereign guarantee: Cryptocurrencies pose risks to consumers.  They do not have any sovereign guarantee 
and hence are not legal tender.  
Market volatility: Their speculative nature also makes them highly volatile.  For instance, the value of Bitcoin 
fell from USD 20,000 in December 2017 to USD 3,800 in November 2018.  
Risk in security: A user loses access to their cryptocurrency if they lose their private key (unlike traditional 
digital banking accounts, this password cannot be reset).  
Malware threats: In some cases, these private keys are stored by technical service providers (cryptocurrency 
exchanges or wallets), which are prone to malware or hacking.  
 
SC Garg Committee recommendations (2019):  

● Ban anybody who mines, hold, transact or deal with cryptocurrencies in any form.  
● It recommend a jail term of one to 10 years for exchange or trading in digital currency.  
● It proposed a monetary penalty of up to three times the loss caused to the exchequer or gains made by 

the cryptocurrency user whichever is higher.  
● However, the panel said that the government should keep an open mind on the potential issuance of 

cryptocurrencies by the Reserve Bank of India.  
 
Insta Curious: National Informatics Centre (NIC) has set up a Centre of Excellence (CoE) in Blockchain 
Technology in Bengaluru. Do you know how it works? Reference: read this.  
 
InstaLinks:  Prelims Link:  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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1. Various cryptocurrencies.  
2. Cryptocurrencies launched by various 

countries.  

3. What is Blockchain technology?  

 
Mains Link: What are Cryptocurrencies? Why is there a need for regulation? Discuss.  
 

Topics: Conservation related issues, environmental pollution and degradation, 
environmental impact assessment. 

1. ‘Nal Se Jal’ Yojana:  
Context:  
An allocation of Rs 60,000 crore has been made to cover 3.8 crore households in 2022-23 under Har Ghar, Nal 
Se Jal scheme.  
 
Nal Se Jal Yojana:  
Launched in 2019.  
Nodal Agency: Ministry of Jal Shakti 

● Aim: To provide piped drinking water to every rural home by 2024 
● It is a component of the government’s Jal Jivan Mission.  

 
Implementation:  

● The scheme is based on a unique model where paani samitis (water committee) comprising villagers 
will decide what they will pay for the water they consume.  

● The tariff they fix will not be the same for everyone in the village. Those who have large households 
will pay more, while poor households or households where there is no earning member, will be 
exempted.  

 
Need for:  

● According to a 2018 NITI Aayog report, 600 million Indians face high to extreme water stress and about 
two lakh people die every year due to inadequate access to safe water.  

● By 2030, the country’s water demand is projected to be twice the available supply, implying severe 
water scarcity for hundreds of millions of people and an eventual ~6% loss in the country’s GDP.  

● Studies also show that 84% of rural homes have no access to piped water, with more than 70% of the 
country’s water contaminated.  

 
About Jal Jeevan Mission:  
JJM envisages supply of 55 litres of water per person per day to every rural household through Functional 
Household Tap Connections (FHTC) by 2024.  

● It is under the Ministry of Jal Shakti.  
● It was launched in 2019.  

 
Implementation:  

● The Mission is based on a community approach to water and includes extensive Information, Education 
and Communication as a key component of the mission.  

● JJM looks to create a jan andolan for water, thereby making it everyone’s priority.  
● The fund sharing pattern between the Centre and states is 90:10 for Himalayan and North-Eastern 

States, 50:50 for other states, and 100% for Union Territories.  
 
Insta Curious: Did you know that Bihar also has a similar scheme for providing water to households? Know 
more about it here.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Mission goal.  
2. Implementation.  

3. Fund allocation.  
 
Mains Link: Discuss the significance of the mission. 
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2. Five river linking projects announced in Union Budget:  
Context:  
Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman has proposed a project to link five rivers in India in her budget 
speech.  
 
The rivers identified for linking are:  
Godavari-Krishna, Krishna-Pennar and Pennar-Cauvery, Damanganga-Pinjal and Par-Tapi-Narmada.  
 
A brief overview of these rivers:  

● Krishna, the fourth largest river in India, originates in Mahabaleshwar in Maharashtra and flows 
through Maharashtra, Karnataka, Telangana and Andhra Pradesh.  

● Cauvery originates in Kodagu and flows through Karnataka and Tamil Nadu.  
● Penna originates in Chikkaballapura and flows through Karnataka, Tamil Nadu and Andhra Pradesh.  
● Godavari which is the third largest river in India originates in Nashik and flows through Maharashtra, 

Telangana, Andhra Pradesh, Chhattisgarh and Orissa.  
The Damanganga-Pinjal river linking aims to divert surplus water from the Damanganga basin to provide 
domestic water for Mumbai city.  

● The Par-Tapi-Narmada project proposes to provide water to doubt-prone regions of Kutch and 
Saurashtra by diverting excess water from seven reservoirs in the Western Ghats in North Maharashtra 
and south Gujarat.  

 
Benefits of interlinking:  

● Enhances water and food security.  
● Proper utilisation of water.  
● Boost to agriculture.  
● Disaster mitigation.  
● Boost to transportation.  

 
Issues and Concerns:c 
● Interlinking of rivers is a very expensive proposal. It will adversely affect land, forests, biodiversity, rivers 

and the livelihood of millions of people.  
● Interlinking of rivers will lead to destruction of forests, wetlands and local water bodies, which are major 

groundwater recharge mechanisms.  
● It causes massive displacement of people. Huge burden on the government to deal with the issue of 

rehabilitation of displaced people.  
● Due to interlinking of rivers, there will be decrease in the amount of fresh water entering seas and this will 

cause a serious threat to the marine life.  
 
Insta Curious: Do you know about the National Perspective Plan for interlinking of rivers? Reference: read this.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About the Project.  
2. Ken and Betwa- tributaries and basin 

states.  

3. About Panna Tiger Reserve.  
4. Biosphere Reserves in India.  

 
Mains Link: Discuss the significance of the project. 

 

3. National Adaptation Fund for Climate Change (NAFCC):  
Context: 
It was recently informed in the Lok Sabha that under NAFCC, till date, 30 projects are sanctioned in 27 States 
and UTs.  
 
What is NAFCC?  
Established in August, 2015.  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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● It aims to meet the cost of adaptation to climate change for the State and Union Territories of India that 
are particularly vulnerable to the adverse effects of climate change.  

 
Implementation: 
● Considering the 

existing 
arrangement 
with NABARD as 
National 
Implementing 
Entity (NIE) for 
Adaptation Fund 
(AF) under Kyoto 
Protocol and its 
presence across 
the country, 
NABARD has been designated as National Implementing Entity (NIE) for implementation of adaptation 
projects under NAFCC.  

● NABARD would perform roles in facilitating identification of project ideas/concepts from State Action Plan 
for Climate Change (SAPCC), project formulation, appraisal, sanction, disbursement of fund, monitoring & 
evaluation and capacity building of stakeholders including State Governments.  

 
NAFCC Outcome Framework:  
Fund level outcome parameters will consist of the following:  
● Reduced key risks and adverse impacts of climate change in water and agriculture sectors. 
● Maximised multi-sectoral, cross-sectoral benefits/co-benefits to meet the challenges of water and food 

security. 
● Human development, poverty alleviation, livelihood security and enhanced awareness of community. 
● Strengthened institutional & individual capacity to reduce risks associated with climate-induced 

socioeconomic and environmental losses. 
 
Insta Curious:  
Do you know about the Adaptation Fund?  
Established in 2001 under the Kyoto Protocol of the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change.  

● It finances projects and programmes that help vulnerable communities in developing countries adapt 
to climate change.  

● Initiatives are based on country needs, views and priorities.  
  
Financing:  
The Fund is financed in part by government and private donors, and also from proceeds of Certified Emission 
Reductions (CERs) issued under the Protocol’s Clean Development Mechanism projects.  
 
Governance:  
The Fund is supervised and managed by the Adaptation Fund Board (AFB).  

● The AFB is composed of 16 members and 16 alternates and meets at least twice a year.  
● The World Bank serves as trustee of the Adaptation Fund on an interim basis.  

 

4. India's Stand at COP-26:  
Context:  
The Government recently highlighted it's stand at the COP 26 in the ongoing parliamentary session.  

● It said, the announcement to intensify India’s climate action has the potential to bring investment and 
new technologies to support country’s transition to a clean and climate resilient economy.  

 
Background: 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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The Government of India has articulated and put across the concerns of developing countries at the 26th 
session of the Conference of the Parties (COP26) to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate 
Change (UNFCCC) held recently in Glasgow, United Kingdom.  
 
Five Nectar Elements (Panchamrit):  
India has presented the following five nectar elements (Panchamrit) of India’s climate action:  

1. Reach 500 GW Non-fossil energy capacity by 2030.  
2. 50 per cent of its energy requirements from renewable energy by 2030.  
3. Reduction of total projected carbon emissions by one billion tonnes from now to 2030.  
4. Reduction of the carbon intensity of the economy by 45 per cent by 2030, over 2005 levels.  
5. Achieving the target of net zero emissions by 2070.  

 
Mantra of LIFE- Lifestyle:  
The mantra of LIFE- Lifestyle for Environment to combat climate change was also shared in COP 26.  

● It was stated that Lifestyle for Environment has to be taken forward as a campaign to make it a mass 
movement of Environment Conscious Lifestyles.  

● The message conveyed by India was that the world needs mindful and deliberate utilization, instead of 
mindless and destructive consumption.  

 
Net Zero:  
India has also pledged to become a ‘net zero’ carbon emitter by 2070, and announced enhanced targets for 
renewable energy deployment and reduction in carbon emissions.  
 
India’s approach: 
● As a part of its overall approach, India emphasized the foundational principles of equity, and common but 

differentiated responsibilities and respective capabilities. 
● It also highlighted that all countries should have equitable access to the global carbon budget, a finite 

global resource, for keeping temperature increase within the limits set by the Paris Agreement. 
● And, all countries must stay within their fair share of this global carbon budget, while using it responsibly.  
● Responsibility of the developed nations: India also called on the developed countries for climate justice, 

and for undertaking rapid reductions in emissions during the current decade so as to reach net zero much 
earlier than their announced dates, as they have used more than their fair share of the depleting global 
carbon budget. 

 
Measures required to address the existing challenges:  
● Platforms must adopt a ‘renewable first’ approach.  
● Creating synergies amongst the various institutions and other countries. Ex: One Sun, One World, One 

Grid (OSOWOG), launched by India at CoP26, this would provide a lot of learning to connect energy grids 
across borders for renewable energy adoption under OSOWOG.  

● Decarbonize emission-intensive sectors. Ex: Heavy industries like Iron and Steel.  
● An ‘ecosystem-based’ approach in implementing policies. Ex: FAME India scheme.  
● We need more ‘carbon sinks’ – areas that store carbon, like forests, oceans and wetlands.  
● Inclusion of local people in safeguarding environment.  
● Ramping up sufficient resources towards climate adaptation. Ex: The Climate Finance Leadership Initiative 

launched by India and the United Kingdom in September to generate more resources for climate and green 
energy projects is a positive step in this direction.  

 
Insta Curious: Know more about One Solar, One World, One Grid here.  
At COP26, T.N. teenager told leaders that youth are angry. Why did she say so? Read here.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims link:  

1. CoP 26 outcomes.  

2. Major policies and programs related to 
fighting climate change in India.  

3. Paris climate change targets.  
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Main link: Discuss the measures required to realize the climate change targets that India had declared to 
achieve by 2070.  
 

5. World Wetlands Day (February 2):  
Context:  
When is it celebrated? 2nd Feb Every Year.  
Significance: The day also marks the anniversary of the signing of the Convention on Wetlands of International 
Importance (Ramsar Convention) in Ramsar, Iran, on 2 February 1971.  
Protection: Wetlands are currently protected under different designations, including the Ramsar Convention 
on wetlands, the UNESCO Man and Biosphere Programme and others, and some of these overlap.  
 
Significance of World Wetlands Day 2022:  
The World Wetlands Day 2022 is significant as this is the first time that the day will be observed as a United 
Nations International Day.  
 
Theme for 2022: "Wetlands Action for People and Nature".  
 
What are wetlands?  
We can find wetlands wherever water bodies meet the land.  

● Wetlands include mangroves and marshes, peatlands, rivers, lakes and other water bodies, deltas, 
floodplains and swamps in forested areas, paddy-fields and coral reefs.  

 
Why wetlands are crucial for a healthy planet?  
The health of people on our planet depends on healthy wetlands.  

● 40% of the world's species live or breed in wetlands.  
● Wetlands are "nurseries of life" - 40% of animals breed in wetlands.  
● Wetlands are "kidneys of the earth" - they clean the environment of pollutants.  
● Wetlands "matter for climate change" - they store 30% of land based carbon.  
● Wetlands "minimize disaster risks" - they absorb storm surge.  

 
Ramsar Convention:  

● The Ramsar Convention is an international agreement promoting the conservation of wetlands.  
● The Convention was adopted at Ramsar in Iran in 1971 and came into force in 1975. Almost 90% of the 

UN member states are part of the Convention.  
 
Montreux Record:  
Montreux Record under the Convention is a register of wetland sites on the List of Wetlands of International 
Importance where changes in ecological character have occurred, are occurring, or are likely to occur as a 
result of technological developments, pollution or other human interference.  
It is maintained as part of the Ramsar List.  

● The Montreux Record was established by Recommendation of the Conference of the Contracting 
Parties (1990).  

● Sites may be added to and removed from the Record only with the approval of the Contracting Parties 
in which they lie.  

● Currently, two wetlands of India are in Montreux record: Keoladeo National Park (Rajasthan) and 
Loktak Lake (Manipur).  

Chilka lake (Odisha) was placed in the record but was later removed from it.  
 
Two more Ramsar sites announced on World Wetlands Day:  
Two new sites are- Khijadiya wildlife sanctuary in Gujarat and Bakhira wildlife sanctuary in Uttar Pradesh.  

● Now , India has a network of 49 such sites, the highest in South Asia, covering 10,93,636 hectares.  
 
Insta Curious: What are Important Bird and Biodiversity Areas? How are they protected? Reference: Read this. 
 
InstaLinks:  Prelims Link:  
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1. About Ramsar convention.  
2. About Montreux record.  
3. Wetlands in India covered under the 

convention. 

4. Definition of Wetlands.  
5. Important bird species found in the area.  
6. About the Central Asian Flyway.  

 

6. What are ‘marine heatwaves’?  
A marine heat wave is usually defined as a coherent area of extreme warm sea surface temperature that 
persists for days to months. Marine heatwaves happen when sea temperatures are warmer than normal for 
an extended period. MHWs have been observed in all major ocean basins over the recent decade.  
 
Causes:  

● The most common cause of marine heat waves are ocean currents which can build up areas of warm 
water and air-sea heat flux, or warming through the ocean surface from the atmosphere.  

● Weak winds: Normally, sunlight passes through the atmosphere and heats the surface of the ocean. If 
there are weak winds this warm water doesn’t mix with the cooler waters below. It sits on top and 
continues to heat leading to marine heat waves.  

 
Impacts of rising marine heatwaves:  

● Affect ecosystem structure, by supporting certain species and suppressing others.  
● Can change the habitat ranges of certain species, such as the spiny sea urchin off southeastern 

Australia which has been expanding southward into Tasmania at the expense of kelp forests which it 
feeds upon.  

● Can cause economic losses through impacts on fisheries and aquaculture.  
● There is a link between marine heat waves and harmful algal blooms.  

 
Marine heatwaves in Indian ocean:  
According to a study, the Western Indian Ocean region experienced the largest increase in marine heatwaves 
at a rate of about 1.5 events per decade, followed by the north Bay of Bengal at a rate of 0.5 events per 
decade.  
From 1982 to 2018, the Western Indian Ocean had a total of 66 events, while the Bay of Bengal had 94 events.  
 
Factors affecting:  

● The marine heatwaves in the Western Indian Ocean and the Bay of Bengal increased drying conditions 
over the central Indian subcontinent.  

● Correspondingly, there is a significant increase in the rainfall over south peninsular India in response to 
the heatwaves in the north Bay of Bengal.  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. When is a heat wave declared?  
2. Criteria?  

3. Difference between heatwave and super 
heatwave?  

4. What is IMD?  

 
Mains Link: Examine the adverse impacts caused by heat waves and how India should deal with it?  
Link: https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehindu.com/news/national/marine-heatwaves-rising-around-
india-says-study/article38393806.ece/amp/. 
 

7. Why does India need a transition strategy away from fossil fuel?  
Context:  
Energy giants like Russia and Saudi Arabia have been looking for a slice of the rising market in India.  

● As per the estimates of the Organisation of the Petroleum-Exporting Countries (Opec), world oil 
demand will rise from 96.44 million barrels per day (mb/d) in 2021 to 100.59 mb/d in 2022.  

● Therefore, to counter the rising prices and ensure sustainability, India needs a transition strategy away 
from fossil fuels.  
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Why India needs to look out for alternatives?  
● India will depend on imports for 85% of oil and half its fuel needs. It can elevate oil manufacturing by 

20% by higher managing present fields however, for extra, it needs main discoveries, which have not 
come by in a very long time.  

● Cooking fuel might be India’s new vulnerability as consumption has risen with elevated entry. But its 
world provide is unlikely to develop considerably sooner or later as new refiners are likely to prioritise 
petrochemicals manufacturing the place LPG turns into a feedstock.  

Therefore, India must search options reminiscent of electrical, photo voltaic, fuel or biogas to exchange LPG.  
 
What's the main concern now?  
The United Nations Environment Programme’s 
(UNEP) latest Production Gap Report has revealed 
that 15 of the top fossil fuel producing countries, 
including India, are not prepared to meet the 
requirements of the 2015 Paris Climate Agreement.  

● Paris Agreement seeks to keep global 
warming “well below 2 degrees” above pre-
industrial levels.  

 
What needs to be done?  
In order for the world to meet the Paris Agreement 
goals, “global coal, oil, and gas production (and 
consumption) have to start declining immediately to 
be consistent with limiting warming to 1.5°C.”  
 
India’s plans vs goals:  
India is the seventh-largest producer of fossil fuels 
among the 15 countries.  
● As part of the Paris Agreement, India pledged a 

33%–35% reduction in the “emissions intensity” 
of its economy by 2030, compared to 2005 levels.  

● However, as part of the Atmanirbhar Bharat 
campaign, the government pledged to become a 
self-reliant producer of coal and made a plan to 
invest Rs 500 billion worth of infrastructure for 
coal extraction.  

 
Challenges ahead for India:  
India doesn’t have a federal level policy on scaling down production of fossil fuels, or ensuring a just transition 
into renewable energy.  
 
Why is there a need to limit the use of fossil fuels?  
Global cost of air pollution from fossil fuels is high: It was around $2.9 trillion per year, or $8 billion per day, 
which was 3.3 per cent of the world’s GDP at the time.  

● India is estimated to bear a cost of $150 billion from air pollution caused by fossil fuels.  
 
Overall Challenges ahead:  

1. As of now, human activities have already caused global temperatures to rise by about 1 degree Celsius 
above pre-industrial levels (1950-1900).  

2. Currently, countries’ emissions targets are not in line with limiting global warming to under 1.5 
degrees.  

 
Need of the hour for India:  

1. Reduce emphasis on domestic exploration.  
2. Increase productivity of producing fields.  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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3. Increase strategic reserves.  
4. Restructure and reorganize public sector petroleum companies.  
5. Avoid siloed thinking.  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. What is Paris Agreement? 
2. Which countries have not signed? 
3. Targets. 

4. Funding mechanism announced under the 
Paris Agreement. 

5. What are NDCs? 
 
Mains Link: Discuss the significance of the Paris 
Climate deal.  

 

8. Fly Ash: 
Context: 
The National Green Tribunal has decided to club eight ongoing cases on fly ash mismanagement and accidents 
filed between 2013 and 2020.  

● This is a significant acknowledgement of the country’s fly ash crisis and could usher in better 
regulations to govern such infrastructure.  

 
Fly Ash Management and Utilisation Mission:  
To streamline the monitoring and coordination of all issues regarding the handling and disposal of fly ash in 
Uttar Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh, the tribunal directed the Centre to constitute a ‘Fly Ash Management and 
Utilisation Mission’ comprising of secretaries from the ministries of environment, coal and power and the chief 
secretaries of the two states.  

● The mission’s mandate includes preparation of an action plan based on the findings of the various 
committees (formed to look into the accidents), including plugging the big gap in storing, handling, 
management and utilisation of fly ash.  

● The mission will be financed through CSR funds, and also act as an environmental restoration and 
compensation fund responsible for relief compensation for affected people.  

 
What is Fly Ash? 
Popularly known as Flue ash or pulverised fuel ash, it is a coal combustion product. 
 
Composition: 
Composed of the particulates that are driven out of coal-fired boilers together with the flue gases. 

● Depending upon the source and composition of the coal being burned, the components of fly ash vary 
considerably, but all fly ash includes substantial amounts of silicon dioxide (SiO2), aluminium oxide 
(Al2O3) and calcium oxide (CaO), the main mineral compounds in coal-bearing rock strata. 

● Minor constituents include: arsenic, beryllium, boron, cadmium, chromium, hexavalent chromium, 
cobalt, lead, manganese, mercury, molybdenum, selenium, strontium, thallium, and vanadium, along 
with very small concentrations of dioxins and PAH compounds. It also has unburnt carbon. 

 
Health and environmental hazards: 
Toxic heavy metals present: All the heavy metals found in fly ash nickel, cadmium, arsenic, chromium, lead, 
etc—are toxic in nature. They are minute, poisonous particles accumulate in the respiratory tract, and cause 
gradual poisoning. 
Radiation: For an equal amount of electricity generated, fly ash contains a hundred times more radiation than 
nuclear waste secured via dry cask or water storage. 
Water pollution: The breaching of ash dykes and consequent ash spills occur frequently in India, polluting a 
large number of water bodies. 
Effects on environment: The destruction of mangroves, drastic reduction in crop yields, and the pollution of 
groundwater in the Rann of Kutch from the ash sludge of adjoining Coal power plants has been well 
documented. 
 
However, fly ash can be used in the following ways: 

1. Concrete production, as a substitute material for Portland cement, sand. 
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2. Fly-ash pellets which can replace normal aggregate in concrete mixture. 
3. Embankments and other structural fills. 
4. Cement clinker production – (as a substitute material for clay). 
5. Stabilization of soft soils. 
6. Road subbase construction. 
7. As aggregate substitute material (e.g. for brick production). 
8. Agricultural uses: soil amendment, fertilizer, cattle feeders, soil 

stabilization in stock feed yards, and agricultural stakes. 
9. Loose application on rivers to melt ice. 
10. Loose application on roads and parking lots for ice control.  

 
Insta Curious: During coal combustion, large amounts of ash are created along with carbon dioxide and other 
gases. The fine particle ash that rises up with the flue gases is known as fly or flue ash while the heavier ash 
that does not rise is called bottom ash; collectively these are known as coal ash. Know more about this process, 
here.  
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What is fly ash? 

2. Sources. 
3. Pollutants. 
4. Potential applications. 

 
Mains Link: What is fly ash? What are its effects on human health and environment? 
 

9. World Sustainable Development Summit: 
Context: 
21st edition of the event was inaugurated recently. It is being held in virtual format.  
 
Theme: Towards a Resilient Planet: Ensuring a Sustainable and Equitable Future.  

About the World Sustainable Development Summit:  
● It is the annual flagship event of The Energy and Resources Institute (TERI).  
● It is the sole Summit on global issues taking place in the developing world.  
● It provides a platform for global leaders and practitioners to discuss and deliberate over climatic issues 

of universal importance.  
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● It strives to provide long-term solutions for the benefit of 
the global community by assembling the world’s most 
enlightened leaders and thinkers on a single platform.  

It is continuing the legacy of Delhi Sustainable Development 
Summit (DSDS) which was initiated in 2001 with the aim of making 
‘sustainable development’ a globally shared goal.  
 
What is sustainable development?  
‘Development which meets the needs of the present without 
compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own 
needs’.  

● This most widely accepted definition of Sustainable 
Development was given by the Brundtland Commission in 
its report Our Common Future (1987).  

● Sustainable development (SD) calls for concerted efforts 
towards building an inclusive, sustainable and resilient 
future for people and planet.  

 
Three core elements of sustainable development are:  

● Economic growth, social inclusion and environmental 
protection. It is crucial to harmonize them.  

 
The Energy and Resources Institute – TERI: 

● It is a leading think tank dedicated to conducting research 
for sustainable development of India and the Global South. 

● TERI was established in 1974 as an information centre on 
energy issues. However, over the following decades, it made 
a mark as a research institute, whose policy and technology 
solutions transformed people’s lives and the environment. 

 
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=GI288VG1S.1&imageview=0. 
 

10. India and the Green Hydrogen Potential:  
Context:  
India, being a tropical country, has a significant edge in green hydrogen production due to its favourable 
geographic conditions and abundant natural resources.  

● Producing hydrogen from renewables in India is likely to be cheaper than producing it from natural gas.  
 
Need for:  

● The vast majority of industrial hydrogen, about 70 metric tonnes (MT), is currently produced from 
natural gas through a conventional process known as steam methane reforming (SMR) with large 
quantities of by product CO2.  

● The dependence on natural gas and coal means that hydrogen production today generates significant 
CO2 emissions.  

 
Significance:  
With the world seeking ways to accelerate the pace of transformation in the energy sector, India with the right 
policy support is in a unique position to not only become self-sufficient in green hydrogen but also produce 
green hydrogen for export markets.  

● The focus on producing clean energy through green hydrogen is in line with the government’s goal of 
producing 450 GW of renewable energy by 2030 and, in the process, achieve emission goals under 
the Paris Agreement and reduce import dependency on fossil fuels.  
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Efforts by the government in this regard:  
The Centre is planning to use the green hydrogen fuel from wastewater by using solar energy. It is possible by 
using electrolyzers.  
 
How can this be achieved?  
By segregation of solid waste management using the rooftop solar, we can make green hydrogen with the help 
of electrolysers. The power and water cost of producing it would be negligible. We can use this fuel even in 
railway engines along with cement and chemical companies instead of coal.  
 
Challenges:  
The path for green hydrogen in the country is not clear and at the moment, production of green hydrogen is 
slightly more expensive than grey hydrogen.  
 
What is green hydrogen?  
Hydrogen when produced by electrolysis using renewable energy is known as Green Hydrogen which has no 
carbon footprint.  
 
Significance of Green Hydrogen:  

● Green hydrogen energy is vital for India to meet its Nationally Determined Contribution (INDC) Targets 
and ensure regional and national energy security, access and availability.  

● Green Hydrogen can act as an energy storage option, which would be essential to meet intermittencies 
(of renewable energy) in the future.  

● In terms of mobility, for long distance mobilisations for either urban freight movement within cities and 
states or for passengers, Green Hydrogen can be used in railways, large ships, buses or trucks, etc.  

 
Applications of green hydrogen:  

● Green Chemicals like ammonia and methanol can directly be utilized in existing applications like 
fertilizers, mobility, power, chemicals, shipping etc.  

● Green Hydrogen blending up to 10% may be adopted in CGD networks to gain widespread acceptance.  
 
Benefits:  

● It is a clean-burning molecule, which can decarbonize a range of sectors including iron and steel, 
chemicals, and transportation.  

● Renewable energy that cannot be stored or used by the grid can be channelled to produce hydrogen.  
 
Insta Curious: Hydrogen is an invisible gas. But, then how are they named green, pink and so on? Read here.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About Green Hydrogen.  
2. How is it produced?  
3. Applications.  

4. Benefits.  
5. About the Hydrogen Energy Mission.  

 
Mains Link: Discuss the benefits of Green 
Hydrogen.  

 
Link: https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.news18.com/amp/news/opinion/how-an-atmanirbhar-india-can-
produce-green-hydrogen-for-the-world-4760198.html.  
 

11. Extended Producers Responsibility on plastic packaging:  
Context:  
The government has notified the Guidelines on Extended Producers Responsibility  (EPR) on plastic packaging 
under Plastic Waste Management Rules, 2016. The guidelines will come into effect from 1st July 2022.  
 
Overview of the new guidelines:  
Four categories of plastic packaging specified:  

1. Category one will include rigid plastic packaging.  
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2. Category two will include flexible plastic packaging of single layer or multilayer (more than one layer 
with different types of plastic), plastic sheets and covers made of plastic sheet, carry bags, plastic 
sachet or pouches.  

3. Category three will include multi-layered plastic packaging (at least one layer of plastic and at least one 
layer of material other than plastic).  

4. Category four includes plastic sheet or like used for packaging as well as carry bags made of 
compostable plastics.  

 
The guidelines also include:  

● Specifications for reuse, recycling, use of recycled plastic content, and end-of-life disposal of non-
recyclable plastic packaging.  

● setting up a centralised online portal by Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) for the registration as 
well as filing of annual returns by producers, importers and brand-owners, plastic waste processors of 
plastic packaging waste by March 31.  

● Producers of plastic packaging will have to manage 35% of the ‘Q1’ waste in metric tonnes in 2021-22. 
Q1 is calculated by adding the last two years’ average weights of plastic packaging material sold and 
pre-consumer plastic packaging waste, and subtracting the annual quantity of plastic packaging 
supplied to brand owners.  

● The EPR target will be increased to 70% in 2022-23 and 100% from 2023-24 onwards.  
● The recycling obligation for producers will be 50% for rigid plastics in 2024-25, 60% in 2025-26, 70% in 

2026-27, and 80% from 2027-28 onwards.  
● Environmental compensation shall be levied based upon polluter pays principle, with respect to non-

fulfilment of EPR targets by producers, importers and brand owners, for the purpose of protecting and 
improving the quality of the environment and preventing, controlling and abating environment 
pollution.  

● For the first time, the guidelines allow for the sale and purchase of surplus extended producer 
responsibility certificates. Thus setting up a market mechanism for plastic waste management.  

 
Significance:  
Along with prohibition of identified single-use plastic items, the new guidelines in India will:  

● Reduce pollution caused due to littered plastic waste.  
● Promote development of new alternatives to plastics.  
● Provide a roadmap for businesses to move towards sustainable plastic packaging.  
● Provide a framework to strengthen the circular economy of plastic packaging waste.  
● Boost for formalization and further development of the plastic waste management sector.  

 
What are Plastic Waste Management Rules?  
MoEFCC notified the Plastic Waste Management Rules on March 18, 2016, and the Solid Waste Management 
Rules on April 8 the same year.  

● As plastic waste is part of solid waste, therefore, both the rules apply to managing plastic waste in the 
country.  

● The Plastic Waste Management Rules mandate minimising the generation of plastic waste, avoiding 
littering, ensuring segregated storage of the waste at source, and handing it over.  

● The rules also mandate the responsibilities of local bodies, gram panchayats, waste generators, 
retailers, and street vendors to manage plastic waste.  

● The rules cast EPR on producers, importers, and brand-owners. Extended Producer Responsibility shall 
be applicable to both pre-consumer and post-consumer plastic packaging waste.  

 
Insta Curious:  
Did you know that the ministry notified the Plastic Waste Management Amendment Rules 2021 in August last 
year to make it mandatory for the thickness of plastic carry bags to be increased to 120 microns by the end of 
next year?  

● The rules prohibit the manufacture, import, stocking, distribution, sale, and use of products with low 
utility but high littering potential.  

● The permitted thickness of the plastic bags will be increased to 120 microns from December 31, 2022.  
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InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About Plastic Waste management rules.  
2. Latest Amendments.  
3. What is Extended Producer Responsibility?  

4. About the UN Environment Assembly.  
 
Mains Link: Comment on India’s efforts to beat 
plastic pollution.  

 

12. UNEP Frontiers report:  
Context:  
The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) recently released its latest annual Frontiers report.  

● This is the fourth edition of the Frontiers Report, which was first published in 2016 with an alert to the 
growing risk of zoonotic diseases, four years before the outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic.  

● The Report identifies and offers solutions to three environmental issues that merit attention and action 
from governments and the public at large.  

 
Highlights of the report:  
Focus areas:  
Urban noise pollution, wildfires and phenological shifts – the three topics of this Frontiers report – are issues 
that highlight the urgent need to address the triple planetary crisis of climate change, pollution and 
biodiversity loss.  
 
Concerns:  
● Wildfires are predicted to worsen in the coming years and decades. The trends towards more dangerous 

fire-weather conditions are likely to increase due to rising concentrations of atmospheric greenhouse gases 
and the attendant escalation of wildfire risk factors.  

● Vulnerable areas: There has been a rapid expansion of cities towards forest areas in many regions in recent 
decades. This wild land-urban interface is the area where wildfire risks are most pronounced. For example, 
rising fires in California, United States.  

● Lightning and pollution: With rising forest fires, the world is very likely to see more frequent incidences of 
lightning.  

● Fire-induced thunderstorms are a new danger posed by rising wildfires. These thunderstorms contribute to 
more dangerous conditions for fires on the ground.  

● Noise pollution in cities is a growing hazard to public health: Unwanted, prolonged and high-level sounds 
from road traffic, railways, or leisure activities impair human health and well-being.  

● Phenological shifts occur when species shift the timing of life cycle stages in response to changing 
environmental conditions altered by climate change. The concern is that interacting species in an 
ecosystem do not always shift the timing in the same direction or at the same rate.  

● These phenological shifts are increasingly disturbed by climate change, pushing plants and animals out of 
synch with their natural rhythms and leading to mismatches, such as when plants shift life cycle stages 
faster than herbivores.  

 
Key Recommendations:  

1. Increase vegetation in urban environments. 
2. Provide soundscape planning (considers contextual characteristics of the place, including perceived 

acoustic parameters, physical features, natural factors, purpose, usage and user community).  
3. Noise barriers along highways or railways.  
4. Preventive approach by engaging vulnerable groups. Appreciating and adopting indigenous fire 

management techniques.  
5. Focus on long-range weather forecasting and remote-sensing capabilities such as satellites.  
6. Increasing ecological connectivity through habitat corridors.  
7. Promoting genetic diversity and increasing the chances of successful adaptation.  

 
Insta Curious: Phenology is the timing of recurring life cycle stages, driven by environmental forces, and how, 
within an ecosystem, interacting species respond to the changing conditions. Plants and animals in terrestrial, 
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aquatic and marine ecosystems use temperature, day-length or rainfall as cues for when to unfold leaf, flower, 
bear fruit, breed, nestle, pollinate, migrate or transform in other ways.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims link:  

1. UNEP- aims, powers, mandate and reports.  
 
Mains link: Throw light on the UNEP’s significance and its role in environmental conservation efforts.  
 

13. Coastal Regulation Zone (CRZ) norms: 
Context: 
BrihanMumbai Municipal Corporation (BMC) has completed its inspection of Union Minister Narayan Rane’s 
bungalow in Juhu following the complaint of illegal construction and flouting of Coastal Regulation Zone (CRZ) 
rules.  
 
What's the issue?  
The Union Minister’s bungalow has been illicitly constructed within 50 metres of the sea in violation of the CRZ 
rules.  
 
What are CRZ norms? 
Under the section 3 of Environment Protection Act, 1986 of India, Coastal Regulation Zone notification was 
issued in February 1991 for the first time. 

● In 2018-19, fresh Rules were issued, which aimed to remove certain restrictions on building, 
streamlined the clearance process, and aimed to encourage tourism in coastal areas. 

 
Objectives: 

● They restrict certain kinds of activities — like large constructions, setting up of new industries, storage 
or disposal of hazardous material, mining, reclamation and bunding — within a certain distance from 
the coastline. 

 
What are the restrictions? 

● The restrictions depend on criteria such as the population of the area, the ecological sensitivity, the 
distance from the shore, and whether the area had been designated as a natural park or wildlife zone. 

● The latest Rules have a no-development zone of 20 m for all islands close to the mainland coast, and 
for all backwater islands in the mainland. 

 
For the so-called CRZ-III (Rural) areas, two separate categories have been stipulated. 

1. In the densely populated rural areas (CRZ-IIIA) with a population density of 2,161 per sq km as per the 
2011 Census, the no-development zone is 50 m from the high-tide level, as against the 200 m 
stipulated earlier. 

2. CRZ-IIIB category (rural areas with population density below 2,161 per sq km) areas continue to have a 
no-development zone extending up to 200 m from the high-tide line. 

 
Implementation: 
While the CRZ Rules are made by the Union environment ministry, implementation is to be ensured by state 
governments through their Coastal Zone Management Authorities. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What are CRZ Norms? 
2. Definition of CRZ. 
3. Classification of Zones. 

4. Categories under CRZ-III (Rural) areas. 
 
Mains Link: What do the draft CRZ rules imply from 
the perspective of environmental justice and 
distributive justice. Discuss. 
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Topics: Disaster and management. 

1. Chernobyl disaster:  
Context:  
After a brief but fierce battle, Russian troops were able to capture the Chernobyl nuclear plant in northern 
Ukraine, the site of one of the worst nuclear disasters in human history.  
 
What is Chernobyl disaster?  
The Chernobyl tragedy was the result of a nuclear accident on 26 
April 1986 at reactor No. 4 at the Chernobyl Nuclear Power 
Plant, near the town of Pripyat in the Ukrainian SSR (Ukrainian 
Soviet Socialist Republic).  

● There were nearly 8.4 million people exposed to 
radiation in the three nations.  

● It occurred when a group of technicians in what was 
then Soviet-controlled Ukraine carried out a botched safety test that led to a series of explosions.  

● It is said to have released 400 times more radiation than the atomic bomb that was dropped on 
Hiroshima in Japan.  

 
What's the concern now?  
Since the Chernobyl is under Russia's control now, damage to the nuclear waste storage facility could lead to 
radioactive dust spreading across Ukraine, Belarus and parts of Europe.  
 
Insta Curious:  
Did you know that Chernobyl catastrophe is considered one of the key factors that led to the collapse of the 
Soviet Union a few years later? Find out what were the other reasons?  
In 2016 the United Nations General Assembly adopted a resolution designating 26 April as International 
Chernobyl Disaster Remembrance Day.  
 
Link: https://www.google.com/amp/s/indianexpress.com/article/explained/why-did-russia-capture-chernobyl-
power-plant-7791238/lite/.  

 
Topics: Role of external state and non-state actors in creating challenges to internal 
security. 

1. Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act:  
Context:  
The Supreme Court has pulled up the Tripura Police and the government for repeated notices under UAPA 
sent to journalists, activists, and people who tweeted the articles on alleged violence in the state.  
 
Background:  
Towards the end of October 2021, a mosque, some shops and houses belonging to the minority Muslim 
community in Tripura were allegedly vandalised. The communal violence was purportedly triggered by anti-
Hindu violence in neighbouring Bangladesh.  
 
About the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act:  
Passed in 1967, the law aims at effective prevention of unlawful activities associations in India. 
The Act assigns absolute power to the central government, by way of which if the Centre deems an activity as 
unlawful then it may, by way of an Official Gazette, declare it so. 

● It has death penalty and life imprisonment as highest punishments. 
 
Key points: 
Under UAPA, both Indian and foreign nationals can be charged. 

● It will be applicable to the offenders in the same manner, even if crime is committed on a foreign 
land, outside India. 
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● Under the UAPA, the investigating agency can file a charge sheet in maximum 180 days after the 
arrests and the duration can be extended further after intimating the court. 

 
As per amendments of 2019: 

● The Act empowers the Director General of National Investigation Agency (NIA) to grant approval of 
seizure or attachment of property when the case is investigated by the said agency. 

● The Act empowers the officers of the NIA, of the rank of Inspector or above, to investigate cases of 
terrorism in addition to those conducted by the DSP or ACP or above rank officer in the state. 

● It also included the provision of designating an individual as a terrorist.  
 
Delhi High Court defines the contours of UAPA:  
In June 2021, delivering a judgment defining the contours of the otherwise "vague" Section 15 of the 
Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act, 1967, (UAPA), the Delhi High Court laid down some important principles 
upon the imposition of Section 15, 17 & 18 of the Act.  
 
Sections 15, 17 and 18 of UAPA:  

1. S. 15 engrafts the offence of 'terrorist act'.  
2. S. 17 lays-down the punishment for raising funds for committing a terrorist act.  
3. S. 18 engrafts the offence of 'punishment for conspiracy etc. to commit a terrorist act or any act 

preparatory to commit a terrorist act'.  
 
Key observations made by the court:  

1. "Terrorist Act" Should not be used lightly so as to trivialise them.  
2. Terrorist activity is that which travels beyond the capacity of law enforcement agencies to deal with 

under ordinary penal law (Supreme Court's decision in the case of Hitendra Vishnu Thakur).  
  
Insta Curious: Did you know that under Section 3(1) of the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act (UAPA), “if the 
Central government is of opinion that any association is, or has become, an unlawful association, it may, by 
notification in the Official Gazette, declare such association to be unlawful? 
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Definition of unlawful activity.  
2. Powers of Centre under the act.  
3. Is judicial review applicable in such cases?  

4. Changes brought about by amendments in 
2004 and 2019.  

5. Can foreign nationals be charged under the 
act?  

 
Mains Link: Do you agree that the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Amendment Act could prove catastrophic 
for fundamental rights? Is sacrificing liberty for national security justified? Discuss and provide for your opinion.  

 
Topics: Challenges to internal security through communication networks, role of media and 
social networking sites in internal security challenges, basics of cyber security; money-
laundering and its prevention 

1. ModifiedElephant - a hacking group:  
Context:  
It was recently found by an American Agency that ModifiedElephant, a hacking group, had allegedly planted 
incriminating evidence on the personal devices of Indian journalists, human rights activists, human rights 
defenders, academics and lawyers.  
 
What is ModifiedElephant? What's the issue?  
ModifiedElephant operators have been infecting their targets using spearphishing emails with malicious file 
attachments.  

● Spearphishing refers to the practice of sending emails to targets that look like they are coming from a 
trusted source to either reveal important information or install different kinds of malware on their 
computer systems.  
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How does it work?  
Through mail, the group delivers malware to their targets.  

● NetWire and DarkComet, two publicly-available remote 
access trojans (RATs), were the primary malware 
families deployed by ModifiedElephant.  

● It also sent android malware to its victims.  
 
What’s the Difference Between Malware, Trojan, Virus, and 
Worm?  
Malware is defined as a software designed to perform an unwanted illegal act via the computer network. It 
could be also defined as software with malicious intent.  
Malware can be classified based on how they get executed, how they spread, and/or what they do. Some of 
them are discussed below.  

1. Virus: A program that can infect other programs by modifying them to include a possible evolved copy 
of itself.  

2. Worms: Disseminated through computer networks, unlike viruses, computer worms are malicious 
programs that copy themselves from system to system, rather than infiltrating legitimate files.  

3. Trojans: Trojan or trojan horse is a program that generally impairs the security of a system. Trojans are 
used to create back-doors (a program that allows outside access into a secure network) on computers 
belonging to a secure network so that a hacker can have access to the secure network.  

4. Hoax: An e-mail that warns the user of a certain system that is harming the computer. The message 
thereafter instructs the user to run a procedure (most often in the form of a download) to correct the 
harming system. When this program is run, it invades the system and deletes an important file.  

5. Spyware: Invades a computer and, as its name implies, monitors a user’s activities without consent. 
Spywares are usually forwarded through unsuspecting e-mails with bonafide e-mail i.ds. Spyware 
continues to infect millions of computers globally.  

 
Insta Curious: Have you heard of Google Project Zero? Reference:  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. ModifiedElephant.  
2. Spearphishing.  
3. About Spyware.  

4. About Pegasus.  
5. Differences between Spyware, malware 

and Trojans.  
 
Mains Link: What is a zero-click attack? Discuss.  

 
Link: https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-what-we-know-of-hacking-group-
modifiedelephant-7770228/lite/.  
 

2. Why did the govt ban more China-linked apps?  
Context:  
The Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY) has banned 54 more apps which have either 
originated in China or have some Chinese connection.  

● These apps were banned for being a threat to national security.  
 
Provisions in this regard:  
The new apps have been banned using emergency powers under Section 69 of the Information Technology 
Act. Most of these apps were operating as clones or shadow apps of the apps that had earlier been banned by 
the government.  
 
Which other apps have been banned by the government in the past?  
In total so far, close to 300 apps and their proxies have been banned by the IT ministry.  

● In its reasoning then, the ministry has said that these apps were “prejudicial to sovereignty and 
integrity of India, defence of India, security of state and public order”.  
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Why was this necessary? (Arguments by the government):  
1. Government had received many complaints from various sources including several reports about 

misuse of some mobile apps available on Android and iOS platforms for stealing and surreptitiously 
transmitting users’ data in an unauthorized manner to servers which have locations outside India.  

2. The compilation of these data, its mining and profiling by elements hostile to national security and 
defence of India, which ultimately impinges upon the sovereignty and integrity of India, is a matter of 
very deep and immediate concern which requires emergency measures.  

3. The Indian Cyber Crime Coordination Centre, Ministry of Home Affairs has also sent an exhaustive 
recommendation for blocking these malicious apps.  

 
Section 69A of IT act:  
Section 69A of the IT Act, empowers the Central Government to order that access to certain websites and 
computer resources be blocked in the interest of the defense of the country, its sovereignty and integrity, the 
security of the State, friendly relations with foreign States, public order or for preventing incitement to the 
commission of an offence.  
 
Implications of this move:  
The blocking of a hundred more Chinese mobile applications suggests that the Indian government wants to 
make it amply clear that it will not shy away from leveraging its position as a massive market for technology in 
dealing with potentially dangerous geopolitical issues.  
 
What has China’s response been to the ban?  
China has said that it suspects India’s actions could be in violation of the World Trade Organization (WTO) 
rules.  

● The Chinese Government said “India’s measure selectively and discriminatorily aims at certain Chinese 
apps on ambiguous and far-fetched grounds, runs against fair and transparent procedure 
requirements, abuses national security exceptions, and [is suspected] of violating the WTO rules.”  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Section 69A of the IT Act is related to?  
2. Indian Cyber Crime Coordination Centre- 

administrative setup and functions.  

3. What is Line of Actual Control?  
4. LAC vs LOC.  
5. Where is Chushul Valley?  

 
Mains Link: The Centre’s recent move to block 59 Chinese apps has brought to the fore the inherently tricky 
‘national security versus digital rights’ question. How do you view this? Give your opinion.  
 

3. Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act (AFSPA): 
Context: 
The repeal of the AFSPA, said to give the armed forces personnel the license to kill, has been a major poll issue 
in the Naga areas of Manipur. The controversial law has been the focus of political rallies being held in the 
state.  
 
AFSPA in Nagaland:  
In December 2021, the Centre declared that Nagaland will continue to be a ‘disturbed area’ for another six 
months under the AFSPA as the condition of the state remained “dangerous.”  

● This came amid growing clamour for withdrawal of the special powers to the armed forces, especially 
after the death of 14 civilians earlier this month in a case of mistaken identity.  

● The state has been under the controversial AFSPA since 1958.  
 
Background:  
The Centre, in 2021, decided to constitute a committee to study the possibility of withdrawing the Armed 
Forces (Special Powers) Act (AFSPA) from the State.  

● The committee would submit its report within 45 days.  
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● The withdrawal of the “disturbed area” notification and the AFSPA from Nagaland will be based on the 
recommendations of the committee.  

 
What does the AFSPA mean?  
In simple terms, AFSPA gives armed forces the power to maintain public order in “disturbed areas”.  
 
Powers given to armed forces:  

1. They have the authority to prohibit a gathering of five or more persons in an area, can use force or 
even open fire after giving due warning if they feel a person is in contravention of the law.  

2. If reasonable suspicion exists, the army can also arrest a person without a warrant; enter or search 
premises without a warrant; and ban the possession of firearms.  

3. Any person arrested or taken into custody may be handed over to the officer in charge of the nearest 
police station along with a report detailing the circumstances that led to the arrest.  

 
What is a “disturbed area” and who has the power to declare it?  
A disturbed area is one which is declared by notification under Section 3 of the AFSPA. An area can be 
disturbed due to differences or disputes between members of different religious, racial, language or regional 
groups or castes or communities.  

● The Central Government, or the Governor of the State or administrator of the Union Territory can 
declare the whole or part of the State or Union Territory as a disturbed area.  

 
Has there been any review of the Act?  
On November 19, 2004, the Central government appointed a five-member committee headed by Justice B P 
Jeevan Reddy to review the provisions of the act in the north eastern states.  

● The committee submitted its report in 2005, which included the following recommendations: (a) 
AFSPA should be repealed and appropriate provisions should be inserted in the Unlawful Activities 
(Prevention) Act, 1967; (b) The Unlawful Activities Act should be modified to clearly specify the powers 
of the armed forces and paramilitary forces and (c) grievance cells should be set up in each district 
where the armed forces are deployed.  

The 5th report of the Second Administrative Reforms Commission on public order has also recommended the 
repeal of the AFSPA.  
 
Naga killings point to AFSPA pitfalls:  
The AFSPA gives the armed forces the licence to kill. And when they carry out such shameful operations 
without keeping the local police in the loop, as has been the practice for long, it gives the message that the 
Centre just does not care about the peace process.  
 
Naga People’s Movement for Human Rights vs Union of India- SC’s 1997 verdict laid down guidelines for use of 
AFSPA:  

● The 1997 judgment of a Constitution Bench held that the power under Section 4(a) of the AFSPA to 
use deadly force should be employed only under “certain circumstances”.  

● The court noted that the “power to cause death is relatable to maintenance of public order in a 
disturbed area and is to be exercised under definite circumstances”.  

● These preconditions include a declaration by a high-level authority that an area is “disturbed”. The 
officer concerned decides to use deadly force on the opinion that it is “necessary” to maintain public 
order. But he has to give “due warning” first.  

● The persons against whom the action was taken by the armed forces should have been “acting in 
contravention of any law or order for the time being in force in the disturbed area”.  

 
Link: https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehindu.com/elections/manipur-assembly/afspa-puts-modi-
nehru-on-same-page-in-naga-hills-of-poll-bound-manipur/article65055850.ece/amp/.  
 

4. Inter-Operable Criminal Justice System Project:  
Context:  
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The central government has approved the implementation of Phase II of the Inter-Operable Criminal Justice 
System (ICJS) project by the Ministry of Home Affairs.  

● It has been approved at a total cost of Rs 3,375 crore during the period from 2022-23 to 2025-26.  
 
What is the Inter-Operable Criminal Justice System Project?  
ICJS is a national platform which invloves integration of the main IT system used for delivery of Criminal 
Justice in the country.  
This includes integration of the five pillars of the system:  

1. Police (through Crime and Criminal Tracking and 
Network Systems).  

2. e-Forensics for Forensic Labs.  
3. e-Courts for Courts.  
4. e-Prosecution for Public Prosecutors.  
5. e-Prisons for Prisons.  

 
Implementation:  
National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) will be 
responsible for the implementation of the project in 
association with the National Informatics Centre (NIC).  

● The project will be implemented in collaboration 
with the States and Union Territories.  

 
Significance of the project:  
It will be a step towards ensuring effective and modern policing.  

● It is going to be a major leap forward by digitizing the criminal justice records and making it accessible 
to law enforcement agencies, laboratories and courts.  

● This will not only make it far more difficult for persons to escape the consequences of their actions, it 
will also ensure that none, either the guilty or the innocent, is forgotten and that justice is equally 
meted to all.  

● It will not only save time but also make the system more robust and help to track criminals, solve 
crimes and make India a safer place.  

 

5. Data Accessibility Policy:  
Context:  
The Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY) has come out with a draft Data Accessibility 
and Use policy.  
 
Highlights of the policy:  
● The policy proposes to improve data availability, quality and use in line with the decade’s current and 

emerging technology demands.  
● Any data sharing shall happen within the legal framework of India, its national policies and legislation as 

well as the recognized international guidelines.  
● All data and information generated, created, collected, or stored by the central government and authorised 

agencies shall be covered by the policy.  
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● Applicability: All government data will be open and shareable unless it falls under a negative list of data 
sets, categorised under the negative list of datasets that won’t be shared; and restricted access and shared 
only with trusted users, as defined by the respective ministry or department, under the controlled 
environment.  

 
Important bodies proposed to be created:  
● It proposes the establishment of an India Data Office (IDO) to streamline and unify data access and sharing 

among government and other stakeholders.  
● In case of the institutional framework, the draft noted that every ministry or department should have 

Data Management Units, headed by Chief Data Officers, which will work closely with the IDO to ensure the 
implementation of this policy.  

● India Data Council — comprising IDO and chief data officers — shall be constituted with the objective of 
undertaking tasks that require deliberation across ministries, departments and state governments.  

 
Expected policy outcomes:  

● Unlocking high-value data across the economy.  
● Facilitating a congruent and robust governance strategy.  
● Realising an interoperable digital infrastructure.  
● Data skills and data-driven culture.  

 
Concerns:  
● Lack of transparency in the consultation and drafting process: The process of consultation has not been 

transparent.  
● Perverse revenue objective: The ‘Preamble’ of the policy states that “India’s ambition of becoming a 5 

trillion-dollar digital economy depends on its ability to harness the value of data”. With this, it appears that 
revenue generation through sale of citizen data emerges is the primary objective of the Policy.  

● Harmful effects on informational privacy of citizens: In the absence of a personal data protection law, the 
envisaged interdepartmental sharing of data across the government departments may lead to a massive 
violation of the privacy of citizens.  

● Lack of clear & concise definitions for key concepts: New concepts introduced by the Policy have been 
defined in a vague and ambiguous manner which opens them up to misinterpretation.  

○ For example, the Policy creates a separate category of ‘High-Value Data Sets’ which it deems 
essential for governance and innovation, access to which will be accelerated. However, nowhere in 
the Background Note or the Policy has the category been concisely defined.  

 
Insta Curious: Did you know that the genesis of this Bill lies in the report prepared by a Committee of Experts 
headed by Justice B.N. Srikrishna? Read this. 
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:c 

1. Data protection bill.  
2. Key Provisions.  

3. Parliamentary panels.  
4. Puttaswamy judgment.  
5. Right to Privacy. 

Mains Link: Comment on the controversial provisions of the Personal Data Protection Bill, 2019.  
 

6. Prevention of Money Laundering Act:  
Context:  
Controversy over the series of raids and arrests of politicians, their relatives, and activists under Prevention of 
Money Laundering Act (PMLA) has made the Supreme Court to step in and check the misuse of the law.  
 
What's the issue?  

● The frequency and timings of these raids and arrests have raised concerns over the independence of 
PMLA and its agency, the Enforcement Directorate (ED).  

● According to Some activists, PMLA and ED are misused to attack opposition camps with political 
embarrassment.  
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Major Allegations:  
● The law is being Used for Ordinary Crimes.  
● Lack of Transparency and Clarity: The Enforcement Case Information Report (ECIR) - an equivalent of 

the FIR - is considered an “internal document” and not given to the accused.  
 
What is Money Laundering?  
Money laundering is defined as the illegal process of converting money generated through criminal activities, 
such as drug trafficking or terrorist funding, to appear to have come from a legitimate source. The money from 
the criminal activity is considered ‘dirty’, and the laundering process makes it look clean.  
 
About the Prevention of Money Laundering Act:  
It was enacted as a response to India’s global commitment (including the Vienna Convention) to curb the 
menace of money laundering.  
Objectives of the Act: PMLA was enacted in 2002 and it came into force in 2005, to curb money laundering 
(process of converting black money into white) and to provide for seizure of property derived from money-
laundering.  
 
There are mainly 3 objectives of PMLA:  

1. To prevent and control money laundering.  
2. To confiscate and seize the property obtained from the laundered money.  
3. To deal with any other issue connected with money laundering in India.  

 
Dispute redressal:  
● The Adjudicating Authority is appointed by the central government. It decides whether the property 

attached or seized is involved in money laundering.  
● The Adjudicating Authority shall not be bound by the procedure laid down by the Code of Civil 

Procedure,1908, but shall be guided by the principles of natural justice and subject to the other provisions 
of PMLA.  

 
Appellate Tribunal: An Appellate Tribunal appointed by the Government is given the power to hear appeals 
against the orders of the Adjudicating Authority. Orders of the tribunal can be appealed in the appropriate High 
Court.  
Special Court: Provision for establishing special court by the Union government under Prevention of Money 
Laundering Act, 2002 (PMLA).  
 
PMLA (Amendment) Act, 2012:  
● Adds the concept of ‘reporting entity’ which would include a banking company, financial institution, 

intermediary etc.  
● PMLA, 2002 levied a fine up to Rs 5 lakh, but the amendment act has removed this upper limit.  
● It has provided for provisional attachment and confiscation of property of any person involved in such 

activities.  
 
What has the Supreme Court said?  
The very concept of the offence of money-laundering in the Prevention of Money Laundering Act (PMLA) is 
“very wide” and any activity connected with the proceeds of crime is encompassed within the expression of 
money laundering under the legislation.  
 
What has the petitioners demanded?  
Section 3 of PMLA has to be read down to say that mere use and possession of proceeds of crime does not 
tantamount to money-laundering. There has to be something more and there has to be a projection.  
 
Link: https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Delhi/very-concept-of-offence-of-
money-laundering-in-pmla-is-very-wide-supreme-court/article65073954.ece/amp/.  
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FACTS FOR PRELIMS 
 

1. India ranks third globally in forest area gain: Survey:  
As per the latest economic survey:  
● India has increased its forest area in the past decade and ranks third globally in average annual net gain in 

forest area from 2010-2020.  
● Forests covered 24% of India’s total geographical area accounting for 2% of the world’s total forest area in 

2020.  
● The top 10 countries account for 66% of the world’s forest area. Of these Brazil (59%), Peru (57%), 

Democratic Republic of Congo (56%) and Russia (50%) have half or more of their total geographical area 
under forests.  

● Among Indian States, Madhya Pradesh with 11% of India’s total forest cover, had the largest area under 
forests in 2021, followed by Arunachal Pradesh (9%), Chhattisgarh (8%), Odisha (7%) and Maharashtra 
(7%).  

● Mizoram (85%), Arunachal Pradesh (79%), Meghalaya (76%), Manipur (74%) and Nagaland (74%) were the 
top five States in terms of highest proportion of forest cover to the geographical area of the State in 2021.  

 

2. Amid chill in relations, new PLA history returns spotlight to 1962 war:  
Ahead of the 60th anniversary of the 1962 India-China war which falls in October this year, official Chinese 
military researchers have compiled a new history of the war reassessing its significance and legacy, bringing the 
spotlight back to the war amid the current tensions in relations.  
 
What's the issue?  
● Previous anniversaries of the war received only modest attention in China — far less than in India — and 

some Chinese military scholars have in the past viewed the war with India as one of China’s forgotten wars.  
● That is now changing. There has been renewed attention on 1962 following the Line of Actual Control (LAC) 

crisis which began in April 2020 and particularly after the June 15, 2020 clash in Galwan Valley.  
● If the normalisation of ties with India was one reason for downplaying 1962 in the past, the recent plunge 

in relations has coincided with greater interest both in 1962 and on the boundary dispute.  
 
Background:  
On 20 October 1962, the Sino-Indian war started with simultaneous Chinese offensives in Ladakh and along the 
McMahon Line. The war ended with a Chinese ceasefire a month later.  
● The Himalayan border dispute was the chief pretext of the war. China claimed the Aksai Chin area in 

Ladakh, Kashmir and the Tawang area in Arunachal Pradesh as its own (Aksai Chin as part of its Xingjiang 
and Tawang as part of Tibet).  

 

3. Andhra Pradesh’s CLAP campaign:  
The Andhra Pradesh government had on October 2 started the Clean Andhra Pradesh (CLAP)-Jagananna 
Swachha Sankalpam programme to clean up rural areas, improve sanitation conditions and waste 
management with public participation.  
● Rural households are told not to dispose of garbage on the streets and instead hand it over to the garbage 

collector.  
● Apart from door-to-door collection of garbage, the campaign aims for segregation of liquid and solid waste, 

onsite waste treatment, and encouraging home composting.  
 

4. Hynniewtrep National Liberation Council (HNLC):  
The outlawed Hynniewtrep National Liberation Council (HNLC) has claimed responsibility for the recent low-
intensity IED blast.  
● The HNLC, which demands a sovereign Khasi homeland in Meghalaya, is a breakaway faction of the 

Hynniewtrep Achik Liberation Council (HALC), the first militant tribal outfit of the state, formed in the mid-
1980s.  
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● ‘Hynniewtrep’ refers to the Khasi and Jaintia communities, and ‘Achik’ to the Garo community.  
The HNLC is seen as representative of Khasi identity and pride, and most of the top leadership is based out of 
Bangladesh.  
 

5. Safforn Bowl Project:  
North East Centre for Technology Application and Reach (NECTAR) under Saffron Bowl project has identified 
few locations in Arunachal Pradesh and Meghalaya for saffron cultivation.  
● Saffron production has long been restricted to a limited geographical area in the Union territory of Jammu 

& Kashmir.  
● Pampore region, in India, commonly known as Saffron bowl of Kashmir, is the main contributor to saffron 

production, followed by Budgam, Srinagar, and Kishtiwar districts.  
● Saffron has traditionally been associated with the famous Kashmiri cuisine.  
● It’s its medicinal values were considered as part of the rich cultural heritage of Kashmir.  
● As saffron growing was confined to very specific areas in Kashmir, its production remained limited.  
● Though the National Mission on Saffron focused on several measures to improve its farming, the measures 

were still limited to the specified areas of Kashmir. 
 

6. River Cities Alliance:  
The River Cities Alliance (RCA) has been launched with the objective to provide the member cities with a 
platform to discuss and exchange information on aspects that are vital for sustainable management of urban 
rivers, sharing best practices and supporting innovation.  

● The alliance has been launched initially with 30 cities including Dehradun, Rishikesh, Haridwar, 
Srinagar, Varanasi, Kanpur, Prayagraj etc.  

● The Alliance is open to all river cities of India. Any river city can join the Alliance at any time.  
 

   
 

7. Punaura Dham:  
As per the request received from the State Government of Bihar, Ministry of Tourism has included Punaura 
Dham in the Ramayana circuit of Swadesh Darshan Scheme. L  
● The destination of Punaura Dham has been recently included under PRASHAD Scheme of the Ministry of 

Tourism.  
● Punaura Dham, considered to be birthplace of Goddess Sita, is spread over around 10 acres of land in 

Punaura village, about 5km west of Sitamarhi town.  
● The shrine compound has a Ram Janki temple, a pond called Sita Kund and a hall.  
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8. Sentinel on the qui vive:  
Sentinel on the qui vive is usually translated as watchful guardian. Qui vive means watchful or alert.  
● Supreme Court recognised this phrase in State of Madras v. VG Row. Union of India & State (1952), where 

the Court has been given the role of "Sentinel on the Qui Vive" with regards to the "fundamental rights".  
 

9. Major non-NATO ally (MNNA):  
US has designated Qatar a MNNA.  
What is a MNNA?  
● It is a designation given by the United States government to 

close allies that have strategic working relationships with the 
US Armed Forces but are not members of the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization (NATO).  

● Nations with MNNA designation are eligible to, among other 
things, host U.S. war reserve stockpiles of material inside their 
countries.  

● While MNNA status provides military and economic privileges, it does not entail any commitments to the 
designated country.  

● India is not a MNNA of US.  
 

10. Services e-Health Assistance and 
Teleconsultation (SeHAT):  

It is the tri-services teleconsultation service of the Ministry of 
Defence designed for all entitled personnel and their 
families.  
● SeHAT stay home OPD is a patient-to-doctor system 

where the patient can consult a doctor remotely through 
the internet using his Smartphone, laptop, Desktop or 
Tablet.  

 
  
 

11. Siruvani dam:  
Tamil Nadu has urged Kerala to maintain the storage of the Siruvani dam up to its full reservoir level (FRL). 
About Siruvani dam:  
● It is located in Palakkad District, Kerala.  
● Built across the Siruvani river, a tributary of Bhavani River which forms part of the Cauvery basin.  
● It was constructed in 1984 for supplying drinking water to the city of Coimbatore in Tamil Nadu.  
● The catchment is in the reserve forests of both Kerala and Tamilnadu.  
● Muthikulam hill is situated on the eastern side of the dam.  
 

12. EXIM Bank:  
Context:  
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● EXIM Bank has extended a line of credit (LOC) of USD 500 million to Sri Lanka for financing the purchase of 
petroleum products. 

About EXIM Bank:  
● Established under Export-Import Bank of India Act (1981).  
● It is a wholly owned Govt. of India entity.  
● It extends LOCS to overseas financial institutions, regional development banks, sovereign governments and 

overseas entities, to enable buyers in those countries to import developmental and infrastructure projects, 
equipment, goods and services from India, on deferred credit terms.  

 

13. Pola vatta:  
Central Marine Fisheries Research Institute has identified a new species of fish 
carangid (Vatta) species from the Indian coast. 
● Locally known as pola vatta, fish belongs to 'queen fish' group and is 

available across coasts in the country.  
 

14. Reclining Lord Vishnu:  
A 1,000 years old sandstone sculpture of the reclining Lord 
Vishnu has been restored by Indian National Trust for Art and 
Culture Heritage.  
● The Statue is situated in Bandhavgarh National Park 

(Madhya Pradesh).  
● This is the first conservation and restoration project 

undertaken by INTACH in Madhya Pradesh.  
● Popularly known as Shesh Shaiyya, the sculpture belongs to 

Kalchuri period (8th century, feudatories of the 
Rashtrakutas at central part of India).  

 

15.  Queen Elizabeth II's 70-year reign:  
Queen Elizabeth II has become the first British monarch in history to reign for 70 years.  

● She became queen on Feb 6, 1952.  
 

16. Operation AAHT:  
● It is a nationwide operation to curb human trafficking.  
● Launched by the Railway Protection Force.  
● As part of “Operation AAHT”, special teams will be deployed on all long-distance trains/routes with 

focus on rescuing victims, particularly women and children, from the clutches of traffickers.  
 

17. JNU Gets Its First Woman Vice-Chancellor In Santishree Pandit:  
● Santishree Dhulipudi Pandit will be the first woman Vice Chancellor of Jawaharlal Nehru University.  
● Ms Pandit is currently the Vice Chancellor of Savitribai Phule University in Maharashtra.  
● President Ram Nath Kovind has approved the appointment for a period of five years.  

 

18. Paray Shikshalaya:  
The West Bengal government on Monday (February 7) launched 
‘Paray Shikshalaya’ – an open-air classroom in the neighbourhood 
programme – for students from class 1 to 7.  
● The aim of this initiative is to encourage students who dropped 

out of schools during the Covid-19 pandemic to continue their 
education.  

19. Kawal Tiger Reserve:  
The Kawal Tiger Reserve is going to host its first ever ‘Bird Walk’ on February 12 and 13.  
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● Kawal is home to a rich diversity in flora and fauna 
with more than 300 species of birds, and over 600 
tree species with different forest compositions.  

● The reserve is located in Telangana.  
● The reserve is the oldest sanctuary in the northern 

Telangana region of the state.  
● This sanctuary is catchment for the rivers Godavari 

and Kadam.  
● The sanctuary is one of the richest teak forests in the 

state, with dense pristine areas free of human 
disturbance.  

 

20. Ghost Army:  
Ghost Army was the first mobile tactical deception unit of the 
US Army deployed during World War II.  
● The US President recently signed into law a bill titled, 

"Ghost Army Congressional Gold Medal Act", to recognise 
the Ghost Army.  

 
  

21. South Col Glacier:  
Recent studies have found that SCG has 
lost more than 54m of thickness in the last 
25 years.  
● It is thinning 80 times faster than it 

first took the ice to form on surface.  
● The South Col is a sharp-edged col 

between Mount Everest and Lhotse, 
the highest and fourth-highest 
mountains in the world, respectively.  

● The glacier sits around nearly 7,906m 
(25,938 ft) above sea-level.  

 

22.  Wayanad Wildlife 
Sanctuary:  

● The sanctuary is a component of the Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve (5,520 sq km) and is a vital component of 
the Elephant Reserve No. 7 of South India.  

● It is the only sanctuary of Kerala where sightings of four-horned antelopes have been reported.  
● Presence of Egyptian vulture, Himalayan griffon, and Cinereous vultures are also reported in the 

sanctuary and the two species of vultures, red-headed and white-backed vultures, once common in 
Kerala, are now restricted to the Wayanad plateau.  

● The Nagarhole-Bandipur-Mudumalai-Wayanad forest complex is also one of the most important tiger 
habitats in the country.  

● The forests of the wildlife division form the major catchments for the tributaries of the Kabini river system.  
Context:  
Seasonal migration of wild animals has begun from the adjacent wildlife sanctuaries in Karnataka and Tamil 
Nadu to the Wayanad Wildlife Sanctuary (WWS) in Kerala.  
 

23. Sowa Rigpa:  
● It is a traditional system of medicine practised in the Himalayan belt of India.  
● It originated in Tibet and popularly practiced in countries namely, India, Nepal, Bhutan, Mongolia, and 

Russia.  
● The majority of theory and practice of Sowa-Rigpa is similar to “Ayurveda”. 
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● Yuthog Yonten Gonpo from Tibet is believed to be the father of Sowa Rigpa.  
 
The basic theory of Sowa-Rigpa may be adumbrated in terms of the following five points:  

● The body in disease as the locus of treatment. 
● Antidote, i.e., the treatment.  
● The method of treatment through antidote. 
● Medicine that cures the disease.  
● Materia Medica, Pharmacy & Pharmacology.  

 

24. India Bangladesh Railway Contract:  
● Under the project, the Bangladesh railways will procure 420 broad-gauge wagons from India.  
● This project is being implemented with the joint funding of the Government of Bangladesh and Asian 

Development Bank (ADB) under the Rolling Stock Operation Improvement Project.  
 

25. Diego Garcia:  
● It is an island of the British Indian Ocean Territory, an overseas territory of the United Kingdom.  
● It is the largest of 60 small islands comprising the Chagos Archipelago.  
● The Portuguese were the first Europeans to find it and it was then settled by the French in the 1790s and 

transferred to British rule after the Napoleonic Wars.  
● In 1965, Britain separated the Chagos Islands from Mauritius and set up a joint military base with the 

United States on Diego Garcia.  
● Britain insists the islands belong to London and has renewed a lease agreement with the United States to 

use Diego Garcia until 2036.  
 

26. Khaibar-buster:  
● Iran has unveiled a new missile- 'Khaibar-buster' that is capable of hitting nearby US bases and targets 

within its arch-enemy Israel.  
● Khaibar-buster is a reference to a Jewish castle overrun by Muslim warriors in the early days of Islam.  
● It has a range of 900 miles and runs on solid fuel.  
Iran has the largest arsenal of missiles in the Middle East.  
 

27. Radio Frequency Identification (RFID):  
Indian Army has commenced 
implementation of RFID tagging of its 
ammunition inventory.  
 
How it works?  
● RFID is a specific type of radio 

technology that uses radio waves to 
identify tags attached to an object 
and thus identify the object. 

● The tag contains a transceiver chip 
that is triggered by the 
electromagnetic wave from the RFID 
reader and transmits an 
identification number back to the 
reader. 

● The identification number is then 
used for the inventory of the objects 
with tags.  
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28.  International Labour Organisation (ILO):  
● Established as an agency for the League of 

Nations following World War I.  
● Established by the Treaty of Versailles in 

1919.  
● It became the first specialised agency of the 

United Nations (UN) in the year 1946.  
● It got the Nobel Peace Prize in 1969.  
● It is the only tripartite U.N. agency. It brings 

together governments, employers and 
workers.  

● Headquarters: Geneva, Switzerland.  
 
Key reports:  

1. World Employment and Social Outlook.  
2. Global Wage Report.  

 

29. Milan 2022:  
● MILAN, a Multilateral Naval Exercise hosted by India, made a 

modest beginning in the Andaman and Nicobar Islands in 1995 
with participation of four littoral navies.  

● This biennial congregation of friendly navies, over the last two 
and a half decades, has progressively grown in magnitude 
with the previous edition in 2018 being attended by 17 
countries.  

● MILAN 2022 has been scheduled for the first time at 
Visakhapatnam, the City of Destiny. MILAN 2022 is the 
eleventh edition of the event and would be held under the aegis of Eastern Naval Command.  

● This is the first time the exercise has been shifted from the Andaman to Vizag, as the scale of the exercise 
has been enhanced.  

 

30. Koala:  
● Australia has designated the koala as an endangered species amid pressure 

on the marsupials’ eucalyptus tree habitats in eastern states of Australia.  
● The koala is an arboreal herbivorous marsupial, native to Australia. It is the 

only extant representative of Phascolarctidae family. Its closest living 
relatives are wombats, which are the members of Vombatidae family.  

● The species was classed as vulnerable 10 years also in Queensland, New 
South Wales and Australian Capital Territory.  

● Endangered status to koala means, the species and their forest homes should be provided with greater 
protection in accordance with Australia’s national environment law.  This would not only protect Koala but 
many other species living alongside them.  

 

31. Community Innovator Fellowship:  
Atal Innovation Mission (AIM) in collaboration with UNDP has launched the Community Innovator Fellowship 
(CIF) marking the “International Day of Women & Girls in Science”.  
● The fellowship is developed as a pre-incubation model that aims to provide youth with an opportunity to 

establish their social enterprise focusing on Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) based solutions for 
solving community issues.  

● The fellowship will be one year long. It would mainly focus on facilitating knowledge and capacity building 
among aspiring community innovators.  
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32. Global Environment Facility:  
● GEF was established during the Rio Earth Summit of 1992.  
● It is based in Washington, D.C., United States.  
● The GEF is jointly managed by the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), the World Bank, and 

the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP).  
● 183 nations are united under GEF in partnership with civil society organizations (CSOs), international 

institutions, private sector, etc. to address the environmental issues across the globe.  
● It provides funds to the developing countries and transition economies for projects related to climate 

change, biodiversity, the ozone layer, etc.  
 
As an independently operating financial 
organization, GEF addresses six designated focal 
areas which are listed below:  

1. Biodiversity  
2. Climate change  
3. International waters  
4. Ozone depletion  
5. Land degradation  
6. Persistent Organic Pollutants  

 

GEF also serves as a financial mechanism for the 
following conventions:  

1. United Nations Convention on Biological 
Diversity (UNCBD)  

2. United Nations Framework Convention on 
Climate Change (UNFCCC)  

3. United Nations Convention to Combat 
Desertification (UNCCD)  

4. Stockholm Convention on Persistent 
Organic Pollutants (POPs)  

5. Minamata Convention on Mercury  
Although the Global Environment Facility is not linked to the Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete 
the Ozone Layer formally, it supports its implementation in countries with the economies in transition.  
 

33. Pacific Islands Forum:  
● Pacific Islands Forum, formerly (1971–2000) 

South Pacific Forum, organization established 
in 1971 to provide a setting for heads of 
government to discuss common issues and 
problems facing the independent and self-
governing states of the South Pacific.  

● It comprises 18 members: Australia, Cook 
Islands, Federated States of Micronesia, Fiji, 
French Polynesia, Kiribati, Nauru, New 
Caledonia, New Zealand, Niue, Palau, Papua 
New Guinea, Republic of Marshall Islands, 
Samoa, Solomon Islands, Tonga, Tuvalu, and 
Vanuatu.  

● In 2000 Forum leaders adopted the Biketawa 
Declaration, which was a response to 
regional political instability and which put 
forward a set of principles and actions for members to take to promote open, democratic, and clean 
government, as well as equal rights for citizens regardless of gender, race, colour, creed, or political belief.  
 

34. One Ocean Summit:  
● One Ocean Summit was recently organised by France in Brest, 

France in  cooperation with the United Nations and the World 
Bank.  

● India also participated in the event.  
● The goal of the One Ocean Summit is to raise the collective level 

of ambition of the international community on marine issues.  
United Nations has designated the decade between 2021 and 2030 
as the ‘Decade of Ocean Science for Sustainable Development’, in a 
bid to restore declining marine life and raise awareness.  
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35. Medaram Jathara 2022:  
The Ministry of Tribal Affairs has sanctioned ₹2.26 Crores for various activities pertaining to Medaram Jathara 
2022.  
● Medaram Jatara is the second-largest fair of India, after the Kumbh Mela, celebrated by the second-largest 

Tribal Community of Telangana- the Koya tribe for four days.  
● Considering the footfall of the festival and its auspicious 

significance, the Jathara was declared a State Festival in 1996.  
● The Jatara is also known as Sammakka Saralamma Jatara.  
● It is a tribal festival honoring the fight of a mother and daughter, 

Sammakka and Saralamma, with the reigning rulers against an 
unjust law.  

● Medaram is a remote place in the Eturnagaram Wildlife 
Sanctuary, a part of Dandakaranya, the largest surviving forest 
belt in the region.  

 

36. Doxxing:  
Doxxing is publishing and analysing others' personal information on 
the internet with a malicious intent that can reveal the person's real 
identity making them victims of harassments and cyber-attacks.  
● Meta’s oversight board has suggested Facebook and Instagram to 

make strict doxxing rules.  
 

37. Helmet must for children under four:  
The Ministry of Road Transport and Highways issued a notification on February 15 to amend the Central Motor 
Vehicles Rules, 1989, making the two safety equipment mandatory for children between the age of nine 
months and four years.  
● The new rule comes into force one year after the notification.  
● The rules already provide for every person above the age of four to wear a protective headgear while on a 

two-wheeler.  
● While travelling in a car, a child under 14 has to be secured by a seatbelt or a child restraint system.  
● The notification says the safety harness will have a vest worn by a child, and a strap worn by the driver. The 

latest amendment also restricts the speed of two wheelers carrying such children to 40 kmph.  
 

38. Chennaveer Kanavi:  
Celebrated Kannada poet, critic and professor Channaveera Kanavi, whose poems spoke of 
simplicities of life and betrayed a yearning for rural idyll, recently passed away.  
● Kanavi has published more than 55 books, including collections of essays and on literary 

criti- cism.  
● Besides awards from central and state sahitya academies, he was conferred Pampa and 

Nadoja awards in recognition of his contribution to literature.  
 

39.  Who are Hamas?  
● Hamas is a Palestinian Islamist political organization and militant group that has waged war on Israel since 

the group’s 1987 founding, most notably through suicide bombings and rocket attacks.  
● It seeks to replace Israel with a Palestinian state. It also governs Gaza independently of the Palestinian 

Authority.  
Context:  
Australia is planning to list the whole of Palestinian Islamist movement Hamas as a terrorist organisation, the 
latest Western nation to do so.  
● Canberra had previously listed Hamas's Al-Qassam Brigades military wing as a terror group, but the new 

designation will list the organisation in its entirety, including its political wing.  
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40. Places in News- Mali:  
France and its allies in a European force have announced they will begin 
withdrawing troops from Mali after nearly 10 years fighting armed unrest.  
What’s happening in Mali?  
● Since 1960, when Mali gained independence from France, there have 

been five coups — and only one peaceful transition from one 
democratically elected president to another.  

● Recent coup: In 2021, President Ibrahim Boubacar Keita was 
overthrown in the wake of mass anti-government protests. Following 
this, the army detained the President and the Prime Minister.  

Mali:  
● Mali is a vast country stretching into the Sahara Desert in western 

Africa.  
● Once home to several pre-colonial empires, the landlocked, arid 

African country of Mali is one of the largest on the continent and is among the poorest in the world.  
 

41. India's first water taxi service:  
● India’s first water taxi service was recently inaugurated in 

Maharashtra.  
● It will connect the Navi Mumbai area to mainland Mumbai.  
● The ₹8.37–crore project will presently run on three routes and the 

State and the Centre have each shared 50% of the expenditure.  
● The three routes include Belapur to Ferry Wharf – the domestic 

cruise terminal, Belapur to Elephanta Caves and Belapur to JNPT.  
 

42. Solar waste handling policy:  
According to the International Renewable Energy Agency (IRENA), India needs a firm policy on managing 
waste that results from used solar panels or from the manufacturing process.  
● Solar waste is the electronic waste generated by discarded solar panels.  
Need for: According to IRENA, it is estimated that the global photovoltaic waste will touch 78 million tonnes by 
2050 with India expected to be one of the top five photovoltaic-waste creators.  
● India currently considers solar waste a part of electronic waste and does not account for it separately.  
 

43. Tonga Volcanic Eruption:  
Last month, a volcano erupted in 
the southern Pacific Island of 
Tonga, which triggered Tsunami 
waves around the Pacific.  
● It is an Undersea Volcanic 

Eruption consisting of two small 
uninhabited islands, Hunga-
Ha’apai and Hunga-Tonga.  

● The Tonga Islands occur along 
the Ring of Fire — a perimeter 
of heightened volcanic and 
seismic activity that encircles 
the Pacific Ocean basin.  

Why in the News?  
NASA scientists say the Tonga 
volcano eruption shot out the 
highest ash plume satellites have 
ever captured.  
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● The eruption on January 15 shot a plume of ash into the mesosphere, where shooting stars form.  
● The 36-mile-high plume makes this the largest volcanic eruption satellites have ever captured.  
 

44. REWARD Project:  
The Government of India, the State Governments of Karnataka and Odisha and the World Bank have signed a 
$115 million Programme (Rejuvenating Watersheds for Agricultural Resilience through Innovative Development 
Programme).  
● REWARD stands for Rejuvenating Watersheds for Agricultural Resilience through Innovative 

Development.  
● The project aims to help national and state institutions adopt improved watershed management practices 

to help increase farmers’ resilience to climate change, promote higher productivity and better incomes.  
Significance:  
The Government of India has committed to restoring 26 million hectares of degraded land by 2030 and 
doubling farmers’ income by 2023. Effective watershed management can help enhance livelihoods in rainfed 
areas, while building a more resilient food system.  
 

45. Lakshya Zero Dumpsite:  
The Centre has approved legacy waste remediation proposals in Andhra Pradesh as a part of the initiative to do 
away with legacy solid waste dump yards in cities.  

● The housing and urban affairs ministry will provide assistance of Rs 77.7 crore for the Rs 235 crore 
proposal submitted by the state government under “Lakshya Zero Dumpsite”.  

● So far over 260 cities across five states and UTs have submitted their action plan for legacy waste 
remediation as a part of the vision of garbage free cities.  

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on October 1 had announced the plan to make Indian cities garbage free under 
the Swachh Bharat Mission-Urban 2.0 and one of the major objectives under the mission is ‘Lakshya Zero’ 
Dumpsite to remediate 16 crore tonnes of legacy waste dumpsites occupying nearly 15,000 acres of city land 
parcels.  
Significance of the project:  

● Legacy dumpsites pose major threats to the environment and contribute to air pollution and water 
pollution. Clearing these mountains of years-old waste is critical to not just transforming the urban 
landscape of the country, but also addressing the issue of public health and environmental concerns.  

 

46. Tarapur Massacre:  
Bihar will commemorate February 15 as "Shahid Diwas" in memory of the 34 freedom fighters who were killed 
by the British in Tarapur (1932). 
● It was the biggest massacre carried out by the British after the Jallianwala Bagh Massacre (Amritsar, 

1919).  
● It happened when a group of young freedom fighters planned to hoist an Indian national flag at Thana 

Bhavan during a protest.  
Causes of protest:  

● Arrest of Mahatma Gandhi following collapse of the Gandhi-Irwin Pact (1932).  
● Hanging of Bhagat Singh, Sukhdev, and Rajguru in Lahore (1931).  
● Arrest of Nehru, Patel, and Rajendra Prasad. 

 

47. Falkland islands:  
China has backed Argentina's claim over British-run Falkland Islands. 
Location:  
● Falkland islands are an overseas territory of the United Kingdom located to the southwest Atlantic Ocean 

at the southernmost point of South America.  
● Positioned both in the southern and western hemispheres of the Earth.  
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● They are also called Malvinas Islands.  
Argentina's claims:  
● The British, in 1765, were the first to 

settle West Falkland, but they were 
driven off in 1770 by the Spanish.  

● The British outpost on West Falkland was 
restored in 1771 after threat of war, but 
then the British withdrew from the island 
in 1774 for economic reasons, without 
renouncing their claim to the Falklands.  

● Spain maintained a settlement on East 
Falkland (which it called Soledad Island) 
until 1811.  

● In 1820 the Argentina Government, 
which had declared its independence 
from Spain in 1816, proclaimed its sovereignty over the Falklands.  

Despite wars and discussions at the United Nations, the issue of sovereignty remains a point of contention.  
 

48. Crytodactylus exercitus:  
A team of herpetologists have recorded a new species of bent-toed gecko from a 
wooded part of the Umroi Military Station in Meghalaya.  
● Its scientific name is Crytodactylus exercitus and English name is Indian 

Army’s bent-toed gecko.  
● India is now home to 40 species of the bent-toed gecko with the northeast 

accounting for 16 of them.  
 

49. Great Backyard Bird Count (GBBC):  
The GBBC is a global event entailing backyard bird count and is being held for four days across the world from 
February 18 to 21 and the data uploaded will be harnessed for conservation.  
● It is an online citizen science or community science project that was first launched in 1998 by Cornell Lab of 

Ornithology and National Audubon Society.  
● It is being coordinated in India by e-bird India and Birdcount-India. 
● The exercise helps to provide a “snapshot” of the bird population and throws light on the ecosystem 

supporting it.  
 

50. Karnataka panel recommends ‘Cut Waste Task Force’:  
Karnataka Administrative Reforms Commission-2 (KARC-2) headed by former chief secretary T M Vijay 
Bhaskar has recommended the constitution of a Cut Waste Task Force to slash wasteful expenses incurred by 
various departments of the State Government, boards, and corporations.  
It also recommends performance appraisal for officers and staff, besides timely payment of compensation for 
land acquisition.  
● The Cut Waste Task Force could receive suggestions from the public, internal and external stakeholders, on 

areas where the government can cut waste and effect savings in the delivery of public services and in its 
day-to-day functioning.  

● This model has been adopted by the Government of Singapore since 2003. Within three years of its 
inception, it managed to save over $11.4 million of public resources by implementation of the accepted 
suggestions.  

 

51. Tamil Nadu’s rule to protect LGBTQIA+ community from police 
harassment:  

The Tamil Nadu government has made an amendment to the police officers' conduct rules to prevent 
harassment against members of the LGBTQIA+ community and people working for the community's welfare.  
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● As per the rule, no police officer shall indulge in any act of harassment of any person belonging to the 
LGBTQIA (Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Queer, Intersex, Asexual) + Community and the people 
working for the welfare of the community.  

● For the purpose of this rule, harassment doesn’t include the right of police to make an inquiry as per the 
procedure established by the law.  

Significance: The amendment followed a direction from the Madras High Court on a protection plea filed by a 
lesbian couple who faced harassment from the police.  
 

52. Munich Security Conference:  
The Munich Security Conference is being held in Germany. India is taking part in it.  
● The Munich Security Conference is an annual conference on international security policy that has been held 

in Munich, Bavaria, Germany since 1963.  
● The conference is held annually in February.  
● Over the past four decades the Munich Security Conference has become the most important independent 

forum for the exchange of views by international security policy decision-makers.  
● Each year it brings together about 350 senior figures from more than 70 countries around the world to 

engage in an intensive debate on current and future security challenges.  
 

53. Doda brand product:  
● Lavender has been designated as a Doda brand product.  
● Doda is a town and a notified area committee in Doda district in the Indian union territory of Jammu and 

Kashmir.  
● Doda is the birthplace of India's Purple Revolution (Aroma Mission) and lavender can be promoted under 

‘One District, One Product’ initiative of the Government of India to attract Agri- StartUps, entrepreneurs 
and farmers.  

 

54. Minsk Agreements:  
US authorities have warned Russia not to invade Ukraine and urged both countries to return to a set of 
agreements, which were signed in Minsk in 2014 and 2015, designed to end a separatist war by Russian 
speakers in eastern Ukraine.  
 
Minsk I: Ukraine and the Russian-backed separatists agreed a 
12-point ceasefire deal in the capital of Belarus in September 
2014.  
● Its provisions included prisoner exchanges, deliveries of 

humanitarian aid and the withdrawal of heavy weapons.  
● The agreement quickly broke down, with violations by 

both sides.  
Minsk II: In 2015, an open conflict was averted after the 
‘Minsk II’ peace agreement was signed, under the mediation 
of France and Germany.  
● It was designed to end the fighting in the rebel regions and hand over the border to Ukraine’s national 

troops.  
 

55.  Kuki tribe:  
The Centre has assured it will hold peace talks with all Kuki militant groups 
and their issue would be resolved in the next five years.  
Militant outfits such as the Kuki National Organisation and the United 
People's Front were demanding a separate State for the Kuki tribe in 
Manipur.  
● Basically, the Kuki people are an ethnic group native to the Mizo Hills 

(formerly Lushai) in Mizoram.  
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● In northeast India, they are present in all states except Arunachal Pradesh.  
● The Kuki Rising, 1917-1919’ — also seen as the anti-colonial freedom struggle of the Kukis — was fought 

against the British to preserve their land. During WWII, the Kukis joined the Indian Army to fight the British 
again.  

Demand for a separate State: The community today feels that despite never bowing to the British, their 
contribution in overthrowing the colonialists has never been acknowledged, rather it has left them vulnerable 
even after India gained Independence.  
 

56. National Means-cum-Merit Scholarship Scheme (NMMSS):  
The Ministry of Education has approved the continuation of National Means-cum-Merit Scholarship (NMMSS) 
over the 15th Finance Commission cycle for a period of five years i.e. from 2021-22 to 2025-26.  
● It is a central Sector Scheme, launched in 2008-09 to award scholarships to meritorious students of 

economically weaker sections to reduce drop-outs in class VIII.  
● The scheme envisages award of one lakh fresh scholarships every year to selected students of class IX and 

their continuation/renewal in classes X to XII for study in a State Government, Government-aided and Local 
body schools under the scheme.  

 

57. Char Chinar:  
● The iconic island Char Chinari in the middle of Dal Lake (Srinagar, 

Jammu and Kashmir), is in the spotlight again.  
● Recently, two tall chinar trees were planted on the picturesque 

island with the Zabarwan hills in the backdrop.  
● The 2014 floods left two mighty chinars damaged.  
● The island owes its name to chinar trees, as Char Chinari means 

four Chinars.  
 

58. Vanniyars:  
Vanniyars are one of the largest and most consolidated backward communities in Tamil Nadu. They had raised 
massive protests in the mid-1980s demanding 20% reservation in the state, and 2% in central services.  
Why in the News?  
● SC refuses to refer to larger bench appeals against HC order quashing 10.5 per cent Vanniyar quota, a Most 

Backward Community (MBC) in Tamil Nadu, in government jobs and admission to educational institutions.  
 

59. Sea Cucumber:  
● Sea cucumber in India is treated as an endangered species listed under schedule I of Wildlife Protection 

Act of 1972.  
● They are marine invertebrates that live on the seafloor 

found generally in tropical regions. They’re named for 
their unusual oblong shape that resembles a fat 
cucumber.  

● They are an integral part of the coral ecosystem as one of 
the main by-products of the sea cucumbers digestion of 
sand is calcium carbonate and this is essential for the 
survival of the coral reefs.  

● They act like garbage collectors of the ocean world, and 
they recycle nutrients, thus playing an important role in keeping coral reefs in good condition.  

● Sea cucumbers are in high demand in China and Southeast Asia. It is primarily smuggled from Tamil Nadu 
to Sri Lanka in fishing vessels from Ramanathapuram and Tuticorin districts.  

● IUCN Red List: Brown Sea Cucumber (Endangered), Blackspotted Sea Cucumber (Least Concern), Blue Sea 
Cucumber (Data Deficient), etc.  
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60. Nord Stream 2 Pipeline:  
● This is a 1,200-km pipeline that runs from Ust-Luga in 

Russia to Greifswald in Germany through the Baltic Sea. 
It will carry 55 billion cubic metres of gas per year.   

● It was decided to build this pipeline in 2015.  
● Nord stream 1 system is already completed and together 

with NS2P, it will supply 110 billion cubic metre of gas a 
year to Germany.  

Why in the News?  
Germany has taken steps to halt the process of certifying the 
Nord Stream 2 gas pipeline from Russia after Russia 
announced that it will recognise the independence of eastern Ukraine’s separatist republics, Donetsk and 
Lugansk territories.  
 

61. Deucha Panchami coal block:  
● Deaucha Panchami coal block of Birbhum Coalfield Area is World’s Second Largest Coal Block situated in 

West Bengal.  
● This coal mine is the largest coal mine or coal block in Asia, due to the number of coal reserves.  
Why in the News?  
Amid protests over land issues over Deucha Panchami by various organizations, West Bengal Chief Minister 
Mamata Banerjee has increased the monetary package for the tribals in Deucha Panchami.  
 

62. Narsinh Mehta:  
● Narsinh Mehta is regarded as adikavi (the first poet) and bhakta kavi (devout poet) in Gujarati literature.  
● He is the the 15th century poet who was a devotee of Lord Krishna.  
● His bhajans are integral part of Gujarat’s cultural life even six centuries after they 

were written.  
Why in News?  
A controversy has erupted over naming a spider species after him - Narsinhmehtai.  
● Members of Nagar sub-caste group of Brahmin community, in which Mehta was 

born, and admirers of the poet objected to the nomenclature, arguing the bard 
was already a global name and that there was no need to associate his name with 
a spider.  

 

63. Who are Angadias?  
The Angadia system is a century-old parallel banking system in the country where traders send cash generally 
from one state to another through a person called Angadia that stands for courier.  
● It is by and large used in the jewellery business with Mumbai – Surat being the most popular route as they 

are two ends of the diamond trade.  
● The cash involved is huge and it is the responsibility of the Angadia to 

transfer cash from one state to another for which they charge a nominal 
fee.  

● Generally, it is the Gujarati, Marwari and Malbari community that are 
involved in the business.  

Is it legal?  
While the Angadia system per se is legal, there hangs a cloud over the activity 
as it is suspected that a lot of times it is used to transfer unaccounted money.  
 

64. Panruti cashew:  
Panruti cashew is mainly found in Tamil Nadu. This is unique because of its taste and quality. Although these 
cashew nuts are slightly smaller in size, they have a distinct market value. It is commonly known as the 'gold 
mine' of Cuddalore in Tamil Nadu.  
● It is commonly cultivated in laterite & red soils as well as coastal sands.  
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● Tamil Nadu Cashew Processors and Exporters Association (TNCPEA) has applied for Geographical 
Indication (GI) tag for 'Panruti Cashew'.  

 

65. Karakattam Dance:  
● Karakattam is an ancient folk dance of Tamil Nadu performed in praise of 

the rain goddess Mariamman (the rain goddess).  
● The performers balance a pot on their head.  
Why in News?  
An organization has demanded that Karakattam (also known as Kumbakkali 
in certain parts) be recognised as the agricultural art form of Kerala.  
 

66. Bloatware apps:  
Also known as Potentially Unwanted Programs (PUP), bloatware apps are needless programs that take a toll 
on your device’s performance.  
● Bloatware apps are being criticized for taking up the storage of the device 

unnecessarily and affecting the system’s battery life and overall 
performance.  

● Generally, these apps that run in the background are hidden and locating 
them becomes a tough job for the users.  

● It could be any software on your computer, phone or tablet that consumes a lot of resources like — 
memory, storage and battery life.  

There are three most common types of bloatwares that can be found on any device.  
Utilities: These types of bloatwares come from manufacturers and third-party developers and are usually pre-
loaded on your device. These offer added functionality to your device.  
Trialware: Users can experience the app as most of them offer free trial modes in new devices. However, these 
programs keep on consuming your device’s resources, even after the trial period is over.  
Adware: These types of bloatware typically gets downloaded while downloading softwares from the internet.  
 

67.  India’s first cheetah sanctuary:  
Kuno-Palpur National Park in Madhya Pradesh could 
become the country’s first-ever cheetah sanctuary.  
Although the plan of bringing cheetahs to India was in the 
works for more than a decade, it came close to a 
realisation after the Supreme Court’s nod in January 
2020.  
The cheetah, Acinonyx jubatus, is one of the oldest of the 
big cat species, with ancestors that can be traced back 
more than five million years to the Miocene era.  
● The cheetah is also the world’s fastest land mammal.  
● It is listed as vulnerable in IUCN red listed species.  
● The country’s last spotted feline died in Chhattisgarh 

in 1947. Later, the cheetah — which is the fastest land 
animal — was declared extinct in India in 1952.  

● The Asiatic cheetah is classified as a “critically 
endangered” species by the IUCN Red List, and is 
believed to survive only in Iran.  

 

68. Sustainable Cities India program:  
The World Economic Forum and the National Institute of 
Urban Affairs (NIUA) have signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) to collaborate on a jointly designed ‘Sustainable Cities India program’.  
● The ‘Sustainable Cities India program’ intends to enable cities to decarbonize in a systematic and 

sustainable way that will reduce emissions and deliver resilient and equitable urban ecosystems.  
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Implementation:  
The Forum and NIUA will adapt the Forum’s City Sprint process and Toolbox of Solutions for decarbonization in 
the context of five to seven Indian cities across two years.  
● The City Sprint process is a series of multi-sectoral, multi-stakeholder workshops involving business, 

government, and civil society leaders to enable decarbonization, especially through clean electrification 
and circularity.  

● The City Sprint process uses the Toolbox of Solutions - a digital platform containing over 200 examples of 
clean electrification, efficiency and smart infrastructure best practices and case studies across buildings, 
energy systems and mobility from over 110 cities around the world.  

 

69. Cobra Warrior:  
● The Cobra Warrior exercises are the largest joint military exercises conducted by the Royal Air Force (RAF) 

in the United Kingdom for over a decade.  
● The forthcoming Cobra Warrior exercises will witness pilots from the Indian Air Force flying five Tejas 

fighters along with combat aircraft from the Royal Air Force and other leading air forces, including from 
Saudi Arabia, Belgium and Sweden.  

 

70. Corbevax:  
It is India’s indigenous Covid-19 vaccine.  
It is a “recombinant protein sub-unit” vaccine.  
● It means it is made up of a specific part of SARS-CoV-2 - the spike protein on the virus’s surface 
● The spike protein allows the virus to enter the cells in the body so that it can replicate and cause disease.  
● However, when this protein alone is given to the body, it is not expected to be harmful as the rest of the 

virus is absent. 
● The body is expected to develop an immune response against the injected spike protein.  
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71. SPARSH: System for Pension Administration (Raksha):  
● The Ministry of Defense has signed an agreement with CSC e-Governance Services India Limited (under 

Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology) to expand the coverage of pension services under 
SPARSH or System for Pension Administration (Raksha) across four lakh Common Service Centers.  

● This will provide last mile connectivity to pensioners, especially those who live in remote areas of the 
country and those who do not have access or technical knowledge and skill to use SPARSH.  

SPARSH is an initiative of the Ministry of Defense. 
● It aims to provide comprehensive services to defense pensioners.  
● It promotes the Government's vision of ‘Digital India’, ‘Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT)’ and ‘Minimum 

Government, Maximum Governance’.  
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72. Solar Proton Events:  
A solar particle event or solar proton event (SPE), or prompt proton event, occurs when particles emitted by 
the Sun, mostly protons, become accelerated either in the solar atmosphere during a solar flare or in 
interplanetary space by a coronal mass ejection shock.  

● These particles can penetrate the Earth's magnetic field and cause partial ionization of the ionosphere. 
Energetic protons are a significant radiation hazard to spacecraft and astronauts.  

Coronal Mass Ejection (CME) is one of the biggest eruptions from the Sun's surface that can contain a billion 
tons of matter accelerated to several million miles per hour into space. The underlying cause of CMEs is not 
well understood. Astronomers agree, however, that the sun’s magnetic field plays a major role.  
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