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Director's Desk

Dear Students,

At InsightslAS, we passionately dedicate ourselves not only to impart the best training to civil
service aspirants in the country but also to produce the finest officers for this nation. We are have
constantly introduced innovations into our programmes to meet the standard and demands of the
civil service exams.

Our PSIR optional classes and test series (Online and offline) conducted by our renowned faculty
Mr. Nikhil K Gowda has given quality guidance to many aspirants over past two years. To further
provide quality content to PSIR students we are starting a new initiative News2Notes monthly
Magazine to provide best quality content for PSIR optional. | would also take this opportunity to
thank Karthik and Meghashree who have contributed in bringing out this content.

News2Notes initiative will give you the necessary quality content, current examples and important
quotes which can be readily used in exams and would help in maximizing your PSIR optional
marks, we hope all of you would benefit from this initiative.

Being India’s topmost website for IAS aspirants (with1.5 lakh unique daily visitors). We have a
team that works round the clock to provide you the best possible resources to succeed in the UPSC

civil service exam. If you make use of what we offer to you, you will taste success sooner than all
your competitors. For this tough exam we have the right guidance and resources ready for you.

Best Regards,

VINAY KUMAR G B
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“Nikhil Sir is the perfect choice for PSIR preparation. Sir has vast Rnowledge in
the subject and experience in exams, which he never hesitates to share with
students. He approaches every topic with clarity and is always open to discussions
which help in building content. Sir has mentored many students and his mains
answer writing review both GS and PSIR are really helpful. He gives tailor made
comments to improve on one's weak points in answer writing. He is humble and
very approachable, and clarifies your any doubt regarding prelims mains or
interview. So yes go forit.”
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Right to Access Internet
Syllabus: PSIR- Paper 1B- Fundamental rights
Context: Suspension of 4G internet in Jammu and Kashmir after revocation of Article 370.

Dilemma of Fundamental rights vs. National security

o Itfurtherargued that reduction of Internet speed was “not only least restrj
appropriate and has reasonable nexus with object/purpose sought to be
i.e. protecting the sovereignty, integrity, security of State.

LAW & DISORDER

The Supreme Court ruling

RIGHT to ANY order from  SECTION 144 REVIEW the REPETITIVE
freedom of authorities cannot be used need for orders passed
speech and suspending to suppress continuance of under Section
expression is internet is ‘ legitimate any existing 144 would be
constitutionally subject to expression of orders passed an abuse of
protected. judicial review. opinion. under the section. = power.
The Kashmir curbs
J PROVISIONS  ( LANDLINES _ POSTPAID J SMS services () SUPREME Court
of Article 370 restored, mobile restored, orders review of
scrapped after postpaid services broadband curbsin -
communication = connections restored operationalin | Kashmir
blacked outin = functional only throughout government within .@
Kashmir in Kupwara Kashmir hospitals aweek
J J J J J jasery
5 August 11 September 14 October 1january 10 January
2019 2019 2019 2020 2020
et

However The
MA

Court has declared access to internet a fundamental right. In its judgment Supreme

Court said e cannot deprive the citizens of fundamental rights except under certain

entioned in the Constitution”.

e 19 (1) (a) of the Constitution. The Supreme Court has on many occasions expanded the scope
edom of speech and expression. For instance, The Supreme Court ad deduced freedom of the

e Supreme Court latest expansion makes the constitutional provision keep pace with innovation of
technology. Internet is the primary source of information to millions of Indiancitizens.
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Following the judgment of Supreme Court there are debates and discussions in the academic circles to make
Right to access internet as an independent right.

Sumeysh Srivastava a researcher at Vidhi Centre for Legal Policy has discussed has to how Right to access
internet can be independent fundamental right.

e He argues, In Faheema Shirin v. State of Kerala, where the right to internet access was recognized
as a fundamental right forming a part of the right to privacy and the right to education under
Article 21 of the constitution.

e Though government is reluctant to declare Right to access internet as fund talarights its

and for digital literacy, like PMGDISHA which gives a lot of importanc

cess to actionable
ilities, facilitation of

e Internet today is part and parcel of life. For instance, Internet access
information, innovation best practices, access to finance edit
entrepreneurship and an enhanced employment market.

e Internet access can prove a useful accelerator in all t objectives and targets of the
Sustainable Development Goals. These involve eleme div as poverty and hunger, education,
the

gender equality, child welfare, maternal vironment and partnerships between

governments and service providers.

ponent of the right to life. For instance, the court has relied
Articles 38, 39, 41 and 45 to conclude that the fundamental
r Article 21 and 19, cannot be realized without ensuring the right

Anoth roach would be to conceptualize the right to internet access as a derived right.

X ing to rights theorist Carl Wellman: “Derived rights may be either more specific forms of
generic right, as the right to freedom of the press is a special case of the right to free speech,

or-auxiliary rights that serve to protect some primary right.

e Aderived right is a secondary right with all of the protection and limitations of the primary right that
it enables. What makes it a secondary right is not its significance or authority, but simply that it is
borne out of its connection with a primary right.

e Articles 21 and 19 have become entirely intertwined with internet access, and that in the absence
of internet access these rights would lose substance and value and citizens will not be able to enjoy
these rights.
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e This approach was used by Supreme Court in Maneka Gandhi vs. Union of India, while discussing
the test for unenumerated rights within Article 19, the test given by the court was whether the right
claimed is an integral part or of the same nature as the namedright.

With internet access affecting each and every aspect of an individual’s life, as well as becoming a condition
precedent for the application of numerous directive principles related to social and economic welfare, it can
be postulated that the right to internet access can be recognized as a human right within the Indian

constitutional system.
Election commission @

Syllabus: PSIR Paper 1B Statutory institutions, GS 2: Appointment of various tional posts
Context: CEC and Election commissioners attending the informal meeting Talo gcretary to the Prime

minister.

Preparing up-
to-date lists of
all the valid
UL, Fix and limit
Notify dates the election
and schedules expenses &

of elections. code of
conduct.

Preparing up-
to-date lists of
all the valid
voters.

Settle down
isputes

i Election
Division of

Commission
of India

constituencies. referred by the

President

~
Electoral refo t| election of Election commissioners

Changes in the appointment process for the elections commissioners can strengthen the

o Electi ommission of India (ECI) is the institutional keystone holding up the edifice of Indian
I"sN endence, neutrality and transparency.

\C ra

ointment of Election Commissioners falls under the purview of Article 324(2) of the constitution.
he tenure and number of election commissioners are subject to law made by the parliament. Though
the law was enacted in 1991, the appointment process has remained more or less same.

Many committees in the past have recommended change in the appointment system of Election
commission. For instance,
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e Tarkunde committee recommended that the Election commissioners be appointed on the advice
off committee comprising of Prime minister, the Lok Sabha Opposition Leader and the Chief
Justice of India.

e Same was reiterated by Dinesh Goswami committee and Law commission in 2015

e 2"4 ARC commission additionally recommended Law minister and Deputy Chairman of Rajya sabha to
include in the collegium.

What Judiciary have to say regarding appointment of Election commissioners

Former Chief Justice of India, J.S.Khehar and Justice D.Y. Chandrachud had also noted j
Election Commissioners supervise and hold elections across the Country, and thisd
their office,and their selection hasto bemadeinthe mosttransparent ma

Quasi-judicial function of Election Commission:

e InRojer Mathewvs South Indian Bank Ltd., it was argued that “ nCo issionisnotonly
responsible for conducting free and fair elections but i
between the various political parties including the ruli

soyrende quasi-judicial function

nmentand other parties.

ointment of members of Election
arty to choose someone whose loyalty

e Accordingly, the Executive cannot be a sole participan
Commission as it gives unfettered discretion t rulin
to it is ensured and thereby renders the io s vulnerable to manipulation”.

Violation of Constitution:

e Three writ petitions, with one 015, are urging the Supreme Court to declare that the

current practice of appoint ion Commissioners by the Centre violates Articles 14,
324(2), and democracy as a\kb eature of the Constitution. These petitions argue for an

independent system fo I of Election Commissioners,

With multi-institutional tisan committee already followed regarding appointment of Lokpal, Chief
Information commiissioner,

the same in orde ke election process more transparent and neutral.

Bureau of Investigation etc. Election commission should also follow

thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/act-now-recast-the-selection-process-of-the-
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The Indian Constitution, in numbers

Indian Constitution first came into effect on 26 January 1950. Indian Constitution’s endurance to its design
and the care with which it was crafted. Starting before independence in 1946, an elected constituent
assembly of nearly 300 members spent four years debating and defining every aspect of the Constitution.
India’s Constitution is a 146,385-word tome, longer than most novels and comfortably longer than any
other Constitution in the world.

e The longevity of India’s Constitution is remarkable, especially when compared wi he global

experience of national Constitutions. According to 2009 book, The Endur onal
Constitutions, American scholars Zachary Elkins, Tom Ginsburg and James Mel s ha an
average, Constitutions have lasted only 17 years since 1789.

e 3 Vorld

e Constitutions in the post-colonial countries, which gained independe
been particularly fragile. Pakistan, for example, has had three d
periods of rule without any Constitution. It is worth to note tha
independence soon after World War Il and drafted Constit
survived—India’s, Taiwan’s and South Korea’s.

ar I, have
0 flitions and large

e According to Comparative Constitutions Project (C re ar ajor topics that Constitutions
around the world typically cover. No Constitution cove | 70%6pics, but some Constitutions come
close. India’s Constitution is sparser (covering of toptgs), butin line with the global average in

coverage (58%).

3K
~Ti A
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The Constitution of India

TN
-,

PREAMBLE

WE, THE PEOPLE OF INDIA, ;
having solemnly resolved to constitute Indin into a | Lo
SOVEREIGN SOCIALIST
SECULAR DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC
and to secure to all its citizens:

JUSTICE, social, economic and political;
LIBERTY of thought,
expression, belief, faith and worship;

o B
-

1

FEQUALITY of status und of opportunity;
wnd to promote among them all
FRATERNITY assuring the dignity of the
individual and the unity and

integrity of the Nation;

.

R i W

N s

IN OUR CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY

this tweaty-sixth day of November, 1949, do

HEREBY ADOPT, ENACT AND GIVE TO

OURSELVES THIS CONSTITUTION.
=

S S

7,

R ol e Lt

TSNS

e
At
i
*
_.l

ﬁction of the Constitutions

e Form of Government:

o Constitution adopts the form of government that would govern the country. The popular
forms of government can be Parliamentary, Presidential and Semi-presidential. India
adopted Parliamentary system of government. India, the choice between a parliamentary
system and presidential system was debated by the constituent assembly.
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o In his book, India After Gandhi: The History of the World’s Largest Democracy, historian
Ramachandra Guha suggests that the framers believed that given its diversity, the country
needed a strong government. Thus in order to accommodate the diversity of the nation
India opted for parliamentary form of government.

e Separation of Power:

o Constitution is to separate and delegate between the three branches of governance:

legislature, executive and judiciary. Countries share similar systems, but the a nt of

power held in each branch can vary significantly.

o Forinstance, according to this analysis, India’s legislature, has less pow. and

the US’s, but more power than the UK’s. However its executive ha 0

judiciary has greater independence than global averages.

e Constitutional rights:

o Indian constitution is inspired by American and Frengh itutions&o grant rights to its

citizens. The American Constitution grants 35 ri iamConstitution grants 44,

However it is still less than the global averag
e Flexibility of Constitution.

o This flexibility in amending the Cog nsidered to be one of the biggest factors for

the Indian Constitution’s enduta instance, Indian Constitution has been amended

103 times in contrast wit stitution which was amended way back in 1992

only for 27t time.

o Flexibility of the co ia seems natural given the vastness and diversity of the
nation and pr@gress fhe scent democracy to a better democracy. Flexibility of the

constitution hasifu the regional aspirations. For instance, Article 371 provides special

rious astern states to preserve their culture and language along with
ith democratic values.

To sum it up | stitution is a living document. The Indian Constitution’s resilience could be
explained

Quotes for your notes:

Indian constitution is a living document
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It is Constitutional alchemy when groups with conflicting
agendas believe they are better off with existing rules than
in overturning them, and therein lies the key to India's
Constitutional endurance

Beta Know The Data.
According to 2009 book, The Endurance of National Constitutions, American scholars Za ins, Tom
Ginsburg and James Melton show that, on an average, Constitutions have lasted onlyK ince 1789.

Why Gandhi remains globally r

Syllabus: PSIR- Paper 1A-Political Ideologie dhis
According to Ramachandra Guha, Gandhi in South Africa c d the Mearnest naive lawyer" to a "smart,

misleading of his philosophy

sagacious and focused thinker-activist". He was surprised to encaunters mahatma Gandhi complicated legacy
. Inspite of his staunch principles, Gandhiji was vu le to”conflicts and contradiction resulted in

AND HIS

PHILOS@ERI
STILL RELEVANT?

Ga west:

e Gandhi was hardly a foe of the West. He counted three white men - Henry Salt, John Ruskin and
Leo Tolstoy - as his mentors. He also spent nearly two decades - 1893 to 1914 - of his formative

years in a foreign land - South Africa - where much of his time was spent as a lawyer and an
activist.
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He arrived in a deeply divided and inequitable South Africa, carved up into separate colonies,

ruled by British expatriates and Afrikaners of Dutch descent. It was populated also by native
Africans and Indian indentured labourers and professionals.

In this "strange scenario", Gandhi acquired, honed and practised his four major callings - freedom
fighter, social reformer, religious pluralist and prophet. He led protests against racial laws, reached

out to different communities, forged friendships with dissident Jews and Christians and mobilised
expatriate traders.

Gandhi's ideas with current examples

In India, the most important and influential of Gandhi's ideas is one we affir ry without
recognising it comes from him - our constitutional commitment to li rali and

ic
diversity.

It is true that in their practice many politicians repudiate Gandhi. Ye
of social activism for example, he remains aninspiration.

olitics, in the sphere

wanor ay and Rani Bang, is
Is and groups, who work

o The work of social activists like Ela Bhatt an

moderately well known. There are hundre
away from the public gaze, in the fields of r
environmental restoration, all inspireéhin lesser

re, women's empowerment,
greater degree by Gandhi.

Gandhi's ideas and its current relevance

According to him, four aspects of %remain relevant, not just to India, but to the
world.
o Non-violent resistance justfaws and/or authoritarian governments: He always said ,if
any dispute to be settle n a country —nonviolence is always more effective in long run

tion -faith understanding and religious tolerance: Gandhi was in
ical atheistand afundamentalist. He didn’tsay allreligionarewrong,nor

d understanding

economic model that does not rape or pillage nature: He warned early that if India
ustrializes like west ,it will strip the world like locust

o Courtesy in public debate and transparency in one's public dealings.

The interest he evoked in countries he never visited nor probably never knew in pre internet world.
French thinker Romain Rolland and Peruvian left wing radical Jose Carlos Mariategui also wrote
about Gandhi. German priest , Dietrich Bonhoeffer (executed by Hitler ) wanted to come to India

and apprentice to learn about nonviolence resistance

Diasporic nationalism
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His clients faced social discrimination from the white racist regime in south Africa resulted in a parallel
career as an activist. Ironically, it was only in the diaspora that he came to appreciate the linguistic and
religious heterogeneity of his own homeland. Gandhi became a thinker and leader rather than a mere
professional in South Africa and it was here that he became more truly Indian as well. The Indians in
South Africa came from a variety of class backgrounds and struggles led a hundred years ago first drew
support from merchants, but later it was workers and hawkers who sustained it.

Gandhi appropriated by both the Left and the Right

e Gandhi is impossible to classify in terms of conventional political categories, He a
original. The left came to a belated recognition of the moral greatness of Gandhi;, e ally
because of what he did for Hindu-Muslim harmony.

e For a long time, the left claimed that non-violence was a devious way, tc e masses away

from the revolutionary path, but its attitude changed after what G 7 for communal

harmony. The right essentially dislikes Gandhi.

e Itis profoundly ambivalent about him but instrumentally k ot reject him outright. So it
tries to make him more of a Hindu, assimilate him into @ line indu saints, but anyone on social
media would know the Hindu right detests Gandhi

Gandhi—a cosmopolitan thinker, a Hindu, a shrewd itician?

e According to Guha, he was all of them.
citizen of this country, but with an intere

erodox Hindu, a freedom-loving Indian, a

ole wide world, a patriot who was not a
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Decline in productivity of Rajya Sabha

Syllabus: PSIR- Paper 1B- Parliamentary System

Rajya Sabha reported the second lowest annual productivity at 59% in 2021 since its inception. The silver
lining in the otherwise bleak picture is above average performance by the Parliamentary Standing Committees
under the upper house. According to the Rajya Sabha secretariat, 2021 with 59% of annual productivity was
second lowest for the upper house. The lowest was reported in 2018 with 36% productivity.

THE LOWS INHOUSE PRODUCTIVITY

— % of Productivity Lok Sabha — % of Productivity Rajya Sabha &
Monsoon Winter ~ Winter Budget Monsoon
2012 2013 2016 2018 2021

) 2% ©® 60 99 @O

140 4

120 ]

100 |

80 |

60 |

;g: (l]s[tltShelsggon \
ol W 0 WO.J ' N

Oct 1999 Aug 2021 »

Data:PRS Legislative Research

Reasons for lowest productivity:

e With ruling party not enjoying a clear ma

o)
e Theyear 2021 sa e of much controversial legislation which resulted in continued
disrupti i the upper house.

ct is such examples of causing disruptions.

tral Vigilance Commission (Amendment) Bill, 2021 and the Delhi Police Establishment
endment) Bill, 2021 that has made possible the extension of the tenure of the Directors
of the CBI and the Enforcement Directorate up to five years.

o\, There were disruptions and forced adjournments over the issue of suspension of 12 member of the
House. The continued disruptions pulled down the cumulative functionality of the House

e With Parliament being disrupted routinely, Members of Parliament (MPs) are not able to ask
ministers tough questions during question hour to assess the work of their ministries
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o "During the third week of winter session 2021, Question Hour which is meant for seeking the
accountability of the Government has suffered the most with only four of the 75 listed Starred
Questions orally answered by the concerned ministers," stated the RS secretariat

o Article 75 of constitution (council of ministers shall be collectively responsible) with regard
to questioning would be curbed

e With disruptions into the time available for Parliamentary business, adequate time is not available

for debating legislation. As a result, Bills either get passed without effective debate @f remain
pending in Parliament

hour.

were passed

o Some Bills, like the Limited Liability Partnership (Amendmen
within five minutes. Only the OBC Bill was discussed for more hoW bothHouses.
o Every Bill introduced during the session was passed %SI . This means that

o Rajya Sabha (monsoon session 2021) for most Bills, only two Bills wer ussed, for ran
n

there was no time for any scrutiny by members.

e With Parliament meeting for a fewer number of da ith it ductivity falling on account of
disruptions, MPs are not able to raise matters of ur, p importance and bring it to the

u
attention of the government.
e It must identify political controversi ead to Parliamentary disruption. For debate and

deliberation to happen, Parliament cet ould have to evolve to enable political parties on
for‘debate and discuss the issue in detail on the floor of

the house.
o This would als i ent to meet for more number of days in a year and sit for
longer houys. T ensure that even if the proceedings are disrupted there is still
enoughtime for de

iamentary session where the opposition parties are allowed to determine the agenda for

Value addition fortotes
Our Parliament \ has not changed significantly over the last sixty years. In this context there are
ie m other countries. For example, in the British Parliament, there are certain days in
ch Pagli

Parliament is an institution where ideas are discussed and political and ideological differences ironed out
through debate and consensus building. If disruptions in Parliament continue then slowly but surely it would
lead to people slowly disengaging with the institution of Parliament. In a representative democracy like ours,
Parliament is supposed to be the voice of the people and people's disenchantment with the Parliamentary
system would risk the relevance of this 70 year old institution of our society.

Sources : https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/rajya-sabha-productivity-plunges-to-3760-during-3rd-

week-of-winter-session/article37990778.ece

www.insightsonindia.com Page 12


http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/rajya-sabha-productivity-plunges-to-3760-during-3rd-week-of-winter-session/article37990778.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/rajya-sabha-productivity-plunges-to-3760-during-3rd-week-of-winter-session/article37990778.ece

News2Notes | PSIR

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/rajya-sabha-registers-second-lowest-annual-
productivity/article38083069.ece

Indian Cities—Stunted by Partial Democratizations

Syllabus: PSIR- Paper 1B- Urban local governance

States view municipalities as their deconcentrated local offices not a third level of govern e
74th Amendment to the Constitution, 1992, circumscribed their autonomy versus state nts. T,
robust form of parliamentary democracy in the Union and state governments, is missing i ities.
Constraints in Urban local governance:

e In most of the municipalities, the mayor is not elected. State govern e terms of
appointment for a mayor—usually annually or for two years of the elected
municipal council of five years. This effectively undermines litical leadership.

e State governments have demurred from delegating xcept property tax and the
power to levy sundry usage fees. Secondly, state go astatals, directly funded by the

state government or the Union government ( rt CityWission), plan and implement a range of

public services including water supply and_se anagement, building of major roads and

bridges, transport services, fire service i pply, and nowe-mobility.

e Administrative “work around” effe eludes the municipality and depletes its functional
i in the 12th Schedule of the Constitution. In addition,
cleverly designed administra nstrain the ability of elected municipal government to

act autonomously

e The state government appeintsjthe chief executive officer

o Sometimes nsulting the mayor—who is invariably an officer from the elite

| administrative cadres deputed to the municipality.

cadreeontrolling authority for even the senior technical municipal staff, is the state

ovefgment.
\ state government can directly instruct the CEO to act in a specified manner even without

the consent of the elected council or the mayor. Reforms, stop short of severing the political

control of state governments.

e The existing political architecture for municipalities remains sub-optimal. It gives few opportunities,

for local innovation and skills to enhance urban governance and discourages full utilisation of the

economic growth and tax potential of municipalities.

e Letting state or national governments lead in planning and financing infrastructure and public

service delivery is unnecessary and exclusionary, since the expertise and wealth within cities,

could be harnessed directly. Unsurprisingly municipal political office is the last choice of

www.insightsonindia.com Page 13


http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/rajya-sabha-registers-second-lowest-annual-productivity/article38083069.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/rajya-sabha-registers-second-lowest-annual-productivity/article38083069.ece

News2Notes | PSIR

aspiring politicians who fear getting trapped in the low-level political economy equilibrium
cities offer.

o Cities accounted for nearly two-thirds of GDP in 2010 and around one-third of the
population in 2011. So, the economic or political consequences of urban neglect are not
trivial.

The lack of municipal level, visionary, political leadership shows in the truncated, copy-cat,

bureaucratic 20-year plans for cities, constrained by backward-looking planning models and

minimalist aspirations are the major constraints

Rigid land and town planning laws provide a static model of dividing land into es en e of

use and thereafter, loosely regulating land development therein. This oft es in rain of
how a city develops dynamically, based on marketincentives.

o The best illustration of planning, uncoordinated with groun rizontal urban

sprawl. Long-term fiscal constraints lead to “Planning " which reflects in

!

regulations prohibiting incremental vertical develop tain the volume of

population served per the historical service capa

o This approach ends up encouraging the tal spxawl of low-level housing which

becomes even more expensive to service equit rafRer than exploiting the potential for

enhancing the basic services supply in- roughthigher efficiency.

nature of use with self-owned, low rise, temporary
espective of the soaring rates for the underlying land.

o Rates are low and are often li
houses attracting the lowe
This blunts the market s
“densification” in

ould otherwise incentivise collective, vertical growth, or
parcels.

The fiscal fragility of municipali be attributed to less than adequate transfers by the state and
central governmenis angjth tax revenues of even the bigger municipalities. The two are linked
by the “broke

service standards,

dow ct—perpetual fiscal imbalance leads to a deterioration of public
itizen expectations, and low tax revenue.

Property tax rates can be doubled, if at least one half of the collections in each ward, are used for
specified purposes which directly enhance the taxpayer’s property value—street lighting, solid
waste management services, maintenance of public parks, playgrounds, blue-green areas, e-security
networks, pedestrian road over and under bridges and intelligent traffic signals to reduce congestion.
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e It would help if ward committees are formed and empowered to consent in the proposed allocations
on an annual basis. Participative budgeting must be nurtured by an identified framework for
consultative expenditure management.

o The city of Bengaluru has implemented far-reaching reforms in property tax rate setting, GIS
enabled assessment and collection leading to a near doubling in property taxrevenue

Case study

Example of decongesting by changing the mode of transportation from private to publi

Singapore), enhancing the drinking water supply by reducing leakages, more efficient end-use.applianceSiand
additional decentralised community-based management of sanitation and sewage

Build Back a Better W

Syllabus: PSIR- Paper 2A- Regiona of wokld politics

Build Back a Better World (B3W) is billed as “a values-
partnership led by major democracies to help narg

n, hightstandard, and transparent infrastructure

illion infrastructure need in the developing

Through B3W, the G7 and other like-mig
four areas of focus—climate, hea

| coordinate in mobilizing private-sector capital in
ecurity, digital technology, and gender equity and
equality—with catalytic investm

21st Century

Connectivity S, G
; - \

CornWOll

21
United Kingdom 20

Build Back Better World v:, Belt and Road Initiative

www.insightsonindia.com Page 15


http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://www.orfonline.org/expert-speak/indian-cities-stunted-by-partial-democratisation/

News2Notes | PSIR

Constraints to act as alternative to Belt and Road initiative (BRI):

e Global Financial Crisis, from which some did not entirely recover. Many countries in G7 suffered
heavily during pandemic. For instance Italy. They are yet to recover fully from the economic blow
caused by the pandemic. In another instance the U.K. had to cut its aid budget. But the issue goes
deeper than economic crises or even general economic performance.

e The same countries that now are proposing to help raise private capital to build infrastructure in
middle- and low-income countries themselves sought, and still seek, foreign, often Chinese, capital
to upgrade their old infrastructural systems or to develop newinfrastructures.

e B3W is heavily dependent on private investment for finances.

e Perhaps the materialization of the B3W will be less grandiose than the ing of the nch
suggests. If B3W promises more than it could accomplish then it could f kl beca@lse such
great expectations created.

o This is similar to BRI when it launched project worth $1 trifli ntries, including

developed and advanced economies, sought Chinese capital t their infrastructure.
However, the enthusiasm lasted about five years. Secod F 2010s, this changed and
investments became more targeted, meaning th
where there was a strategic or economicintere
e B3W being initiative of USA and G7 will have an

remember that many nations in G7 have colonial pa

ic. However the nations have to
nd rhetoric may backfire them. Thus

space for mistake is much lesser.
e However, when it comes to environmeng sparency, benefits, and the involvement of

local communities and enterprises, the @arsyto be set for a better start than the BRI.

However some political @nalys f the view that B3W and BRI are not necessarily at odds.
Notwithstanding China- competition, there are a lot of ways in which the two initiatives are

complementary.
In fact, it is not \N that in order to build back a better world following the COVID-19 pandemic,
S

the B3W ork together.

B3 mplementary to each other:

BRI is primarily focused on traditional hard infrastructure: ports, roads, dams, railways,

tric power plants, and telecommunication facilities. Onthe other hand, B3Wfocuses on “softer”

utcomes, namely improvements in climate, health and health security, modernized digital
technology, and gender equity and equality.

e B3W and BRI share the goal of developing green and sustainable infrastructure to minimize
ecological impact, reduce pollution, and increase energy efficiency, all in order to confront the
global challenge of climate change.

¢ Financing mechanisms, the BRI mainly relies on bilateral loans (concessionary and commercial) and
investment backed by state-owned banks and funds to support project construction in developing
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countries, and has had limited success in leveraging private capital. On the other hand, The B3W plans
to mobilize bilateral and multilateral tools and private-sector capital to catalyze hundreds of billions
of dollars of investment. The G-7 and their partners also have deep experience with bilateral and
multilateral development finance, which could help address the $40+ trillion global infrastructure
gap that has been identified by the G-7.

e B3W can learn lessons from BRI regarding with problems like credit risk, macroeconomic risk, legal

and regulatory challenges, labor disputes and corruption in partner states, low returns on investment,

and security risks and improve prospects of project compliance andtransparency.

Therefore B3W and BRI has potential of both being leveraging all parties’ comparative advafita uring

sustainability and high environmental standards, promoting development and prosperity dfa | scaley)and

bringing mutual benefits for infrastructure providers and recipients and also engage in battle of

counter narrative.
Source:

https://thediplomat.com/2021/06/b3w-building-an-alter. e-to3the-bri-or-falling-
into-the-same-trap/

https://thediplomat.com/2021/06/build-back-be - - the-belt-and-road-are-
not-necessarily-at-odds/

The “demo ate in China
R B

Syllabus: lobal power Centers

Context: Democracy summit by USA

Prior to USA conveyed Qemgﬂ , China’s State Council Information Office released the
“Democracy in China” white paper, followed by the Chinese Ministry of Foreign Affairs releasing the
white paper “The State of Democracy in the United States”. Various conferences, seminars, discussion
sessions were or_ganiied throug_hout the month, which were attended by Chinese bureaucrats and top
scholars/strategists from China and abroad to debate and discuss ‘democracy’.

A NV

Democracy as “Soft‘ Power” tool

China so far had little or nothing to offer to the global democracy discourse. But apparently,
\things are a changing. Now, more and more Chinese scholars are of the opinion that China

must actively participate and contribute to the global democracy discourse and not cede

ground to others, particularly the US to dominate the space and use it as a soft power tool to further

its foreign policy agenda.
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The key arguments advanced by Chinese m

e An ideological front: By organizing the “Democracy Summit”, they argued, the US has
consciously opened up an ideological front in the process of containi-ng China, attempting to
divide the international community to build a value-based alliance ag;ingc_hina, triggering
a new Cold \\L

e Economical front: US may use democracy as the key criteria fg’ t@ reconstruction of the global
industrial chain security system, establish new iﬂdugrial standards and trade rules between
democratic countries, and discriminate against and exclude China and other countries labeled as
“non-democratic”. ™ -

e Others even suspected a greater international conspiracy behind the summit. They found uncanny
similarity between Biden’s ”Democrac_y P_rojectl agd the history of the formation of the United
Nations—a model designed to primarily accommodate the members of the anti-fascist coalition

A4

Chinese “Democracy discourse”

e TheUSisno democracr
e Zhang Weiwei, Distinguished Professor of Fudan University, publicly asserted that “the
Americandemocracyisnodemocracy”.Heargued, Americandemocracy isdemocracy of
a few people or a few interest groups, kidnapped, and distorted by a handful of oligarchs and
their‘money_po‘wer.
° Be@ocetic deficit: Chinese critique should focus on the “democratic deficit” that it is
\iu_rrenﬂy facing. It is argued that the increasing political polarization, lack of social trust,

widen_ing disparity between the rich and the poor, its mishandling of the corona crisis make
it unfit to be the leader for the democratic world.
erall consensus is that the model of American democracy, is not a matter of China’s envy
but of its pity, because what the China sees is not the “end of history but the end of the
end of history”.
e Chinais the true democracy
e China’s Vice Foreign Minister Le Yucheng described China’s political system as “true
democracy, effective democracy, successful democracy, a well-deserved democracy”.
His argument was primarily based on_China’s comparative success in issues like poverty

reduction, overall economic development of its people, pandemic management, amongst

others.
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e Chinese strategists echoed the idea and described the current political system in China as
“People’s democracy”, Some Chinese strategists are even of the opinion that in the next
step China should organize the future “Global Democracy Summit” and inclusively
invite the United States to participate in it.

e Paradigm shift: China must strive to bring in a major paradigm shift in the global democracy
debate, which is to make it shift from the “democracy or autocracy” paradigm
definedbytheWesttothe “good governanceorbadgovernance” paradigm.

e Reconstruction of democratic theory ~

o Chinese strategists are carrying out an extensive theory “building exercise, striving to
construct ademocratic theory that transcendsthe existing “democracyand )
authoritarian (totalitarian) binary” and help legitimize Chinese political system as yet
another form of democracy. A\ A4

e The Chinese argument is that such binary was formed during the Cold War days, when
there was an antagonistic and confrontational relationship between socialism and
capitalism, market economy versus planned economy; socialist democracy versus
capitalist democracy. Today these relationships have kﬁrgd. \

e Their effort now is to transform democracy—agtocracl dt@lities into a triad. Under this,
Chinese democracy and Western democracy constitute two subtypes of democracy, and
democracy being on top. \) ) N

e This is meant to challenge the commo_n_understa_nding that Western-style democracy is
universal. This facilitates the Chinese argument that competitive elections are just a

measure of Western style democracy, but not a measure of democracy as a whole.

~-\X\ d

Biden’s global democracy summit created much ripples within the Chinese strategic circles. The “Chinese
democracy” as a model of democracy has recently been advanced by China, carving a space for itself in the
global democracy discourse. \

Source: b
https://www.orfonline. xpert-s the-democracy-debate-in-china/

\%\anhs: Fighting for the Fuel of the Future
Syllabus: PSIR: Paper 2B — IR theories
Co - connect to concept: complex interdependence

Rare earth metals, or simply “rare earths,” are the essential, irreplaceable materials powering most of
modern technology and, since 1985, China has systematically gained near complete control over the global

supply chain.

o It has become a fundamental part of modern life. Cell phones, computers, televisions, and cars are
among the indispensable products powered by the strong internal magnets manufactured from rare
earths.
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o Modern medical devices, communication systems, and a sustainable, “green” energy transition are
entirely dependent on successful exploitation of this non-renewable resource and, as can be easily
inferred, rare earths are vital for the development of military technology

China produces 95% of world’s rare earths

Rare earth metals production and reserves

Production (Unit: tons) Reserves (unit: million tons)
China 120,000 India 1,800 China 44

Australia 20,000 Burundi 1,000 Vietnam 22

us 15,000 Thailand 1,000 Brazil 22

Myanmar 5,000 Brazil 1,000

Russia 2,600

OB
e

~ N
P B

Nam Kyung-don

don @ herals om

US quest for rare earth minerals

e In the U.S., free-market capitalis orted rare earth mineral industry’s competitive

nly recently beginning to acknowledge the dangerous

ator Ted Cruzintroduced the “ORE Act” to support and incentivize the development of
mestic fare earth capacities and President Joe Biden included the industry in a 100-day Supply
afy Review.

o The future of U.S. security is tied directly to rare earth resource security. Failing to secure
the resources needed to keep pace with technological innovation means a failure to remain
globally competitive.

o China has had decades to develop this industrial capacity and safeguard it from global free-

market challengers. At this point, private industry alone will not be able to correct this
imbalance.

The Middle East Has Oil and China Has Rare Earths
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e OPEC controls 41 percent of oil production and, with that, has wielded tremendous geopolitical
power for decades. This dependency compelled the United States to aggressively support the
development of alternative supply chains.

e Today, despite China controlling approximately 60 percent of rare earth ore, producing 85 percent
of the oxides, and accounting for more than 95 percent of the rare earth manufacturing, there is no
comparable response.

Supply Chain of Rare Earth Minerals

e The ability for the U.S. to maintain any militarily competitive edge over Chi
on the same vulnerable supply chain.

o Precision-guided weapons, stealth technology, drones, and s
strategic defense elements that rely on rare earths.

o Each F-35 aircraft, shared by 14 allied nation
warfare, contains 920 pounds of rare earth i s already demonstrated the
ability to directly affect this development.

e U.S. defense deal with Taiwan, China threaten cut o e supply of rare earths to three U.S.
ed Martin

defense manufacturers — including F-35

o While it ultimately failed t is Feaction demonstrated the power of the Chinese

monopoly and the costl

e ltalsoservedasawarningt that mightindirectly challenge China’sforeign policy
and an incentive for all 6 secuke dependent and reliable rare earth supply chain.

China’s Road to Mono

e Approximately 40 of the rare earth reserves currently being exploited are in Chinese mines.
It has als@ b&gome theYeading importer of both ore and concentrates.

other industrial nations, the Chinese government has been able to align and subsidize the

earth industry according to long-term strategic plans.

een responsible for filing more than 80 percent of new international patents related to
ré\earth technology, making the industry increasingly inhospitable to international competition.

ThexCompetitors

e MP Materials in California recently boasted delivering 15 percent of the global rare earth supply —
but_100 percent of this “delivery” is sent to Chinese processing plants in the form of simple

concentrates.

o The Lynas Corporation, based in Australia, manages the only complete supply chain outside of
China.
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As encouraging as some of these developments are, building a comprehensive, local “mine-to-
magnet” supply chaintorival Chinarequires several years, significantinvestment, and, in most
cases, supportive environmental and fiscal policy.

o Without government intervention companies may not be able to maintain lofty ambitions
while surviving initial losses against the entrenched Chinese monopoly.

Way Forward
e The solution begins with awareness, understanding the significance of this material rils of
a Chinese monopoly. It is the responsibility of those who know to inform the r nd,for elected

Quotes for notes

officials to make it a political priority.

Passing Senator Cruz’s “ORE Act” is the next best opportunity to support lo rake earth self-
sustainment. Beyond the substantial incentives for firms in the industry,

for those pursuing “secondary recovery” —a process of harvestin

and/or industrial waste, contributing to critical national stock

Beyond an investment in domestic supply chain develop t, the &S. ernment can do more —

through diplomatic and legislative efforts — to s ional business, research, and
en-s

des provisions
recycled devices

innovation in order to create a system of cooperative ing and information exchange.

China has yet to seriously flex its strategic adva It canhot currently afford to alienate its top

titive supply chain development

echnology and the interconnectedness of global

The United State is neithet a ithdut alternatives. But, as time passes without substantial
government initiative, easingly difficult to catch up to China and less difficult to

imagine similar sc

"US — Chinarela ip of course, has elements of both Cooperation and competition"
-Thomas\E. ilomyFormer National Security Advisor of the United States)

://thediplomat.com/2022/01/rare-earths-fighting-for-the-fuel-of-the-future/
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Maldives- China ink key deals

Syllabus: PSIR: Paper 2B — Indian Ocean region

Maldives and China recently signed key bilateral agreements during Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi’s
visit, on developing and maintaining infrastructure in the Indian Ocean archipelago, besides agreeing on a
visa-free travel arrangement for Maldivians intending to travel to China. Mr. Wang arrived in Male, as part
of his five-nation trip to Eritrea, Kenya, the island nation of Comoros, the Maldives and Sri Lanka.

Key outcome %
e Maldivian Foreign Minister Abdulla Shahid and his Chinese counterpart unveil sp | offi
logo to mark 50 years of diplomatic relations between the countries.
e Describing China as “one of the most important development partners ives, Mr. Shahid
said that China “has continued to contribute to the socio-economicde ofthe Maldives.

aiver agreement would allow

e Astatement issued by the Maldivian Foreign Ministry said the

Maldivians to travel to China on 30-day visa free basis pic restrictions arelifted.

e The two governments signed an agreement of ‘Eco n hnical Cooperation’ on grant aid,

focusing on social, livelihood, and infrastructure projec

e TheGovernment of Maldivessigned a ‘LetterOf E ange’ on a ‘Feasibility Study of Management
and Maintenance of China-Maldives Frieng dge’, for Chinese assistance in maintaining the

1.4-km bridge connecting capital M - of Hulhumale.
o Thebridgeisconsiderg shipprojectinthe Maldives. Male owes Beijing about
$1.4 billion from government has sought to “restructure”.

e Chinaalso agreed to b desalination project and cooperate in the health sector, the

Foreign Ministr id. ang’s visit would be one of “great significance to the future

development of jlateral relations”

India’s close w

eign Minister's visit will be watched closely by New Delhi, which has maintained
Sevel contact withthe Solih governmentthat openly pursues an ‘India First’foreign

Following regime change in Male in 2018, New Delhi committed $ 1.4 billion to
development in the island nation that is home to about 5.5 lakhpeople.

e Mr. Wang’s visit also coincides with a growing ‘India Out’ campaign among sections within the
Maldives that oppose “Indian military presence” in the country. The government has denied the
allegation.

e The ‘India Out’ campaign has more recently intensified, with the backing of President Yameen,
whose conviction in a money laundering case was recently overturned by the Supreme Court.
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Quotes for notes

"India's development partnership is to empower the people, not to undermine them. We will not increase
their dependence on us,"” PM Modi said in his address to the Maldives Parliament.

Sources:https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/maldives-china-ink-key-deals-agree-on-visa-

exemption-visa-exemption/article38191082.ece

India - EU (3
Syllabus: PSIR: Paper 2B — India -EU x

The two sides met in their first ever EU+27 Leaders Meeting format, where not just ean‘Commission
and Council but also 27 European heads of state were present to meet with fhdi ister Narendra
Modi virtually. The extension of this rarely used format to India signals the impo ussels now attaches

to the EU-India partnership. The previous EU-India Summit in 2020 Bgoug omentum to ties and

Range of discussion

ew Delhi¥ave engaged in a host of discussions covering important aspects, including
n trade, climate change, maritime security, human rights, as well as talks on

multilateralism including WTO reform, digital transformation and Al.

mic relief: EU activated its Special Protection Mechanism to deliver valuable medical support
tothdia cooperation on strengthening global health preparedness and supply chains.

o Trade and investment: Resumption of talks on a free trade agreement (FTA), and negotiations

on a separate investment protection agreement as well as an agreement on “geographical
indicators,” was agreed upon. It is even more significant in the backdrop of the very recent
suspension of the China-EU Comprehensive Agreement on Investment (CAl) from the European
side.

e Connectivity agreement: Converging visions on connectivity coupled with apprehensions about
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China’sBeltand Road Initiative (BRI)intheirextended neighborhoodsled tothesigning of anindia-
EU connectivity partnership, visualized as an alternative to the BRI that will focus on energy,
transport and digital infrastructure, and collectively shape the norms around regional connectivity

Challenges and Strategic dilemma

e  Obstacles to the infamous FTA are likely to continue on the sticking points of agriculture and

automobiles

e The urgent need for post-pandemic recovery will ensure that the strategic elemént of the

partnership does not overshadow its significant untapped economic potential, as e§timat is

European Parliament study.

e |ndia’s deadly second COVID-19 wave has exposed the weaknesses and colla

system, potentially constraining its political choices and also impacting i
China as a factor

e India may be bargaining for more than what Europe can its “pragmatic, flexible and
multi-faceted approach” as stated by EU Ambassador t@ India tuto, through which it justifies
both cooperation and competition with China depe

ONEy area.

e India’s_sloganeering of “self-reliance” and op out ofathe Regional Comprehensive Economic

Partnership, whether resisting Chinese economi apnces and consequences following Brexit will

translate into potential concessions op tta e part of India remain to beseen
Quotes for Notes
ing full'potential for trade can help create next wave of
economic growth — Soren Gade g@haitian of\EIB

EU and India are natural partners. Uflea

Sources: https://thediplomat.co -% 05/eu-india-summit-2021-pushing-ahead-with-the-4-cs/

BRICS

yllabus: PSIR- Paper 2A- Regionalization of world politics

ym coined to associate five major emerging economies: Brazil, Russia, India, China, and
e BRICS remains a prominent grouping in the global governance architecture due to the

fluence of each member state and collective size of their economy. BRICS countries represent
20% of global GDP, 40% of global population and 17% share in global trade.
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Areas of Strength:

Economic
o New Development bank: It has played instrumental rolesi astructure and sustainable
projects in the BRICS countries. Funding has bee i as clean energy, transport,

infrastructure, irrigation etc.
e Contingent Reserve Arrangement: It aimed t i ort-térm liquidity support to the member

n® and BRICS payment system are the two
initiatives. These initiatives are with t uraging cross-border payments among BRICS

nations in their local currencies

Science and Technology

e Information and Communi hnologies: Working group of ministers have been setup to

strengthen cooper@tion ol resedsch and innovation in advanced digital technologies

e Quter Space: ration outer space has been active. BRICS Remote Sensing Satellite

Constellation was s 2021

Security \
. nterterrotism: Security situation in West Asia and Africa shows that international security has
b ich'@n BRICS agenda
(o)

nance

° ooperation in Global Governance coordinated pressure from BRICS should continue in all global fora,
including the G20, to ensure that reform of the multilateral system remains a priority for all nations.

e WTO: BRICS has opposed the new wave of protectionism and unilateral measures that are
incompatible with WTO rules. It should continue to push forward the balanced results of WTO’s Doha
Development Agenda and contribute towards strengthening of UNCTAD capacity and WTO Dispute
Settlement System

e IMF: BRICS should continue to push or reforms related to gquotas and IMF governance. Further it
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should urge to reduce the lending cost and adopt innovation lending tools and also, make its
surveillance framework fairer and more integrated.

Sustainable development

e Health: BRICS TB research network and BRICS vaccine research and development center
e Environment: BRICS Environmentally Sound Technology Platform (BEST Platform): provides
exchange off knowledge, technology and best practices in environmentally friendly technologies.

Issues and areas of improvement:

Economy:

e Taxation: Tax evasion is important or all BRICS countries and there is need

in this direction.
e Finance: BRICS bond fund, BRICS payment system and BRICS credit e
not much progress has been made.

e Export Credit: No plan of action regarding export credit.

e Tradein Services: Nearly half to 2/3" of all the economyf(in BRICS,argservice dominated. However no
comprehensive agreement regarding access to eac tand movement of people has not

been concluded.

action plan

hough proposed

Science and Technology

e IPR: the scope of activities being pursu

e Science, Technology and Innovati
projects, oceans and polar sci
efficacy.

Sustainable Development:

e  Basic Agricultur rmatio hange System is still under developed.

e Environment: Envi Clean Rivers Umbrella Program and the BRICS Partnership for Urban

sustainability initiative have not made progress. Best platform still need to streamline

Environ

andardization, industrial cooperation, cooperation on MSME, manufacturing tourism
for salience and efficacy.
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The Nuclear Suppliers Group (NSG)

Syllabus: PSIR Paper 2A Contemporary Global Concern

Context: Denial of NSG membership to India

The Nuclear Suppliers Group (NSG) is a group of nuclear supplier countries that seeks to contribute to the
non-proliferation of nuclear weapons through the implementation of two sets of Guidelines for nuclear
exports and nuclear-related exports.

The USA created the NSG, after India's 1974 nuclear test, solely to deny advanced tech v Indiaand
isolate and contain India.
cl

However experts are of opinion that NSG membership is not really required for | % program—

for a variety of reasons.

¢ No desire for nuclear fuel: India’s desire for inclusion into the NSG.grou n e to its uranium fuel

needs. Dr. Homi Bhabha formulated the program to s the country’s long term energy

independence in three stages. With Uranium required ¢ ges, plutonium required by

abundance.

¢ No material benefit: The 2008 NSG waiver
nuclear energy development as well as mi
programs.

e QOutside of the NSG waiver, the Unij
place since 1974 and signed a Gi
Delhi to trade civilian nuclea

e The lifting of the NSG e
substantial trade agr lear material and technologies with several countries, as

logy legally.
nuclear trade prohibitions permitted the development of

, and United Kingdom etc.

e Rigorous regime: India has already had a rigorous non-proliferation regime without
NSG me clean hand in nuclear technology has created global goodwill towards India.
e Unilate ary moratorium: India has observed unilateral and voluntary moratorium on

arytests ever since 1998, in spite of non-signatory to international regimes like
sive-Test-Ban Treaty and Nuclear Non Proliferation Treaty.
aiver criteria of 2008 is problematic: Shyam Saran in his article “The writing on the great

arns that India should be careful that in subsequent deliberations the NSG does not revisit
terms and conditions of the India-specific waiver.

Where NSG membership would will help India

e Clean energy opportunities: India in its Intended Nationally Determined Contribution (INDC) as part
of the Paris climate agreement in December 2015, India has committed to produce 40 percent of its
electricity from non-fossil fuels by 2030; nuclear energy will comprise one third of this energy
production.
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e Economy and trade: The Indian nuclear energy market is estimated to be around US$ 150 billion.
India has set its renewable energy goals as 100 GW by 2022, and contribution of nuclear energy at 25
percent of total energy by 2050. India is establishing new nuclear power plants. American companies
such as Westinghouse and GE as well as France’s EDF are looking to develop these power plants
in India.

e Technological: NSG prohibits India from accessing certain sophisticated technologies in thissphere.

prohibits Namibia from exporting uranium to India. If India joins NSG, such inhibi
exist. Namibia too has applied for NSG membership in 2016.

e Rulemaking: In the words of Sushma Swaraj “There is a big difference bet
seeking the indulgence of others and being inside and making the nuc

C.RajaMohanisofthe opinion that, Delhi’s NSG diplomacy revealsan of self-assurance that

can explore the room for accommodation in all directions rath hide
alignment and do nothing. \

Challenges to join NSG

hind the slogan of non-

e NSG works on consensus: NSG of 48 nucleagequipm and material suppliers, all decisions are
unanimous.

e Geopolitics: USA went all out to get 0 S@ to India in 2008. However the change in

geopolitics would not allow USA to @ amount commitment to admit India to NSG.

e China factor: China using this asdar, i 0 negotiate with India on otherissues.
o ShyamSaraninhigsa iting on the great wall”, China today is a more confident
and assertive power % onsider being the last man standing as a demonstration of
O d

Pakistan, not only as its traditional proxy against India but also
ed a key role in Xi Jinping’s ambitious One Belt, One Road project.

f NSG should focus on developing indigenous nuclear technology to leverage
s. Shyam Saran is of the opinion that, NSG drama has brought to the surface

https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/indias-nsg-membership-pm-modi-2865371/

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/NSG-membership-The-writing-on-the-great-
wall/article14403545.ece

https://www.outlookindia.com/website/story/india-news-opinion-why-india-doesnt-need-nsg-
membership/332880

https://southasianvoices.org/why-india-doesnt-need-the-nsg-and-why-it-does/
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India’s neighborhood policy needs reworking?

Syllabus: PSIR: Paper 2B, South Asia
Over the past few years, there have been many strains in ties with neighbors — for instance, with Nepal over

its Constitution in 2015 and now over the map, and with Bangladesh over the Citizenship (Amendment) Act
(CAA).

Shyam Saran former diplomat and Constantino Xavier have expressed their opinio % !)dia’s

neighborhood policy. Use these as viewpoints of scholars in answers.

India’s policy in need of reworking Q
Shyam Saran:

&

e He s of the opinion that our engagement with our neighborin tries uld not beepisodic. It
should not be event-oriented; it should be process-orie
e Healsocriticized the present political dispensation’

objectives to the background. For example CitizenSh

ivers have relegated foreign policy
ent Act. He advises, India should
fashion its diplomacy in a manner which doesaot give rise to feelings [amongst smaller neighbors]

of being slighted or marginalized.
Constantino Xavier:

e He says that India’s neighborho s been a constant work in progress. It is almost
impossible for India to get al ckSi\a row in the neighborhood at one time as it’s a very
complex region.

e Today region is being expos us geopolitical competition dynamics, with China making a
ing relations on its own with some of India’s neighbors.
diaagreatfavorbecauseit’sreallypushedIndiatodomuch

orhood, which for a long time it took for granted.

igho theregion

says, IMdia’s neighborhood that used to depend and rely much more on India in the past are adopting
t Come, first served policy.

r the last few years in the neighborhood, in terms of energy, interdependence, infrastructural
onnectivity, grantsandloans, the numbers havebeengoingup.Andthatisnotjustbecauselndia’s
feelingmore generoustowardsits neighbors; it’s because Indiais facing competition from China.

Shyam Saran

e He has also emphasized on connectivity and infrastructure projects because this would bring
proximity to the neighbors.

e Butthis connectivity has to be linked with the ‘software of connectivity’. There is no point in
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having a glass-topped highway connect if trucks have to stop at the border for hours and hours.
The procedures for allowing in cargo or people are still archaic compared to, for example, what
we find in Southeast Asia or Europe.

e He also advised change in approach towards connectivity projects. He says, that India is an
important transit country in the region. We have to give national treatment to our neighbors to
use our transport networks and ports. This he believes can change picture dramatically.

U.S. engagement in the South Asian

e Constantino Xavier has appreciated the approach for coordination and cooperation wjt

extraregional powers.
e India has been much more open to coordinating and aligning policies in Sou an
advantage because it increases synergies with the Japanese in Sri Lanka for ru ancing

and with the U.S. and India on political issues. India should continue to

U.S. or Japan or
dia. This could be a
rimary elements in any

e However, Shyam Saran, has different opinion regarding this. He arg
others may be pursuing projects or activities that are not necessarily aligge
problem in the future. | hope that India’s objectives and inte eh

initiative by other countries in the region.
South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) . )

e Constantino Xavier argues that the format of SAARC is outdated and does not serve the complex,

fluid regional cooperation agenda any lon
regional connectivity, where it sees it a hub between China and the Gulf or Central
Asian regions.

India has revived BIMSTEC (Bay

omething that India should keep in mind.
Id even be a possibility of China being welcomed into SAARC. If that
, lenges would become even worse.

were to

olitical dynamics in this region are working out, to keep that vision alive and
SAARC

Our engagement with our neighboring
countries should not be episodic. It
should not be event-oriented; it
should be process-oriented

Shyam Saran
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Role of think tanks in foreign policy making

Syllabus: PSIR Paper 2B Indian Foreign Policy

Think tanks are the organizations whose main mission is to inform or influence public policies (and in some
cases also corporate affairs) on the basis of research and analysis provided by in-house and affiliated staff.

e Traditionally marginalized, India’s foreign policy think tank sector has gained in visibili ibrancy

due to new demand in the wake of India’s expanding international stakes.

e According to the data collected by McGann and his collaborators, in 2017 Indi
number of think tanks after the United States (1,872) and China (512).

e Some Indian think tanks have ranked relatively high in them, indicati
international visibility. For instance, in McGann’srecent 2018 r
Studies and Analyses (IDSA) was ranked 28th among top non-US thin
Observer Research Foundation (ORF) was ranked 35th.

State of old think tanks \

orldwide, while the

Indian international affairs and security and defense think tan e traditionally faced a number of difficulties
which have curtailed their significance. The problems faged by t are:

e Lack of funding (partly due to a lack of i n tate and a lack of alternative sources);

e Lack of human resources and the inanc ired civil servants in senior positions;

e Restricted access to informg e e production of relevant research and the formulation

of timely policy recommend

f a very few high-profile think tank leaders and public intellectuals, think tanks and
offpolicy advice have not been influential in shaping Indian foreign policy.

HoweyveRth cape of foreign policy think tanks began to evolve in the first decade of the twenty-first
active and retired high-ranking military leaders started to establish specialist think tanks to
produce wledge on defense-related topics. For instance,

e Air Commodore Jasjit Singh created the Centre for Air Power Studies, staffed with retired top brass
and ambassadors.

e The then defence minister Pranab Mukherjee launched the National Maritime Foundation (NMF),
which seeks to enhance dialogue on maritime issues.

Towards the end of the first decade of the new millennium, other new foreign policy think tanks with a broader
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focus emerged and became active and visible in the public sphere. For instance,

e Think tanks ideologically close to the ruling Hindu nationalism: Vivekananda International
Foundation (VIF) and the India Foundation (IF) were founded in 2009 by personalities close to the
Hindu nationalist Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP).

e International think tanks: Brookings Institution India Center was created in 2013, and the Carnegie
Center India was opened in 2016. They are international centres of the prominent US think tanks.

e Business initiative think tanks: ORF has become particularly prominent. The Aspen Institute India
was created in 2004 through the collaboration of the US-based Aspen Instit and the

Confederation of Indian Industries (CII)
Role played by think tanks in Indian context: %
In the Indian context we can distinguish at least five roles.
e Assistance for designing specific policies: Some think tanks provide tISg | ning of policies.
ORF, for example, helped to devise India’s BRICS policy
e Platforms for political dialogue: They provide platforms
actors from India and abroad, such as governments, goli

0 jalogue among foreign policy
cymaker§, the strategic community. For

instance,
o ORF have also organised large annual confer with the collaboration or participation of
the MEA.
o The annual Raisina Dialogue in New D joint MEA—OREF initiative established in 2016,

serves to showcase India’s re
convey its perspectives to the

[ and leadership and helps the government
0

e Informal diplomacy:, they have
diplomacy. ORF, in particul
involving government offici

rthier expanded their networks for engaging in informal
ed in Tracks 2 and 1.5 diplomacy, with the latter also

e Platforms for the
function as signific

formation: Think thanks close to the government have come to
ormation exchange.

e Sourceo Some think tanks have contributed to mainstream Hindu nationalist ideology
in for For instance, The IF has also established the Centre for the Study of Religion and

F has set up its Historical and Civilizational Studies programme. These think tanks

inharnessing India’s soft power using culture and heritage. For instance,

a global Hindu—Buddhist initiative based on a culturalist ideology and desighed to “adopt
principles of Asia’s age-old spiritual teachings of Hinduism and Buddhism to address modern-

day issues threatening human civilization”

o The IF has held its Dharma-Dhamma Conference annually since 2012 to promote the idea of
India’s interconnectedness with neighboring countries, in particular in Southeast Asia through
Buddhism.

Why there is increasing role of think tanks in Indian Foreign policy?

e LPG reforms: In the context of economic liberalisation and globalisation, economic and political
issues have been increasingly interlinked.
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e Increase openness of the government: Government’s attitude of active engagementvis-a-vis
selected think tanks has partly lowered the barriers to access to information for these organisations.
o Prime Minister Modi indicated his openness to fresh thinking, arguing that “the input of
intellectualthink tanks”should besubstantiallyenhancedforabetterpolicyframework.
o Foreign Secretary S. Jaishankar announced in 2015 that the Policy Planning and Research
Division of the MEA would look to employ external experts; the government subsequently
advertised the possibility of three-year stints at the MEA.
e Funding:Forinstance,around 4 per cent of ORF’stotal funding for 2017 came from MEA grants.
Also increase interest of corporate houses in foreign policy has also led to increasein funding.

Challenges faced by think tanks:

e Lobbying: They help to serve the interests of the dominant elites.
e Funding: Opaque source of funding has led think tank to be guided by so ing in opposition
to public purpose orientation.

ink d nongovernmental
ulatio®) Act (FCRA)

,000 Indian NGOs, notably
o receive foreign funding. For
example Government cancelled license o m int@rnational which give information

regarding inequality.

o Government has been restricting external funding f
organizations (NGOs) through The Foreign Contribuyti

o Recently, Home Ministry cancelled the licenses
human rights NGOs, which meant they were

e No official channels of communication and fun ith goVernment:

o between individuals rather than on clearly
the MEA. The story of Indian foreign policy is
duals rather than institutions.
o Funding is based on i : dets as there is no official process to apply for MEA grants
Indian journalist Prashant Jha n s adoxical combination of centralized power under the National

Democratic Alliance Government |

However, the rise
sphere of foreign

ida-hamburg.de/en/publications/giga-focus/foreign-policy-think-tanks-
actors-divergent-profiles

Reciprocal Exchange of Logistics Agreement: Roadmap to
India’s Strategic Access in the Arctic

Syllabus: GS 2: International relations; PSIR: Paper 2B- Global power centres

Context: The annual India—Russia summit 2021.
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Though several issues of mutual interest were discussed during the summit, agreement on an important
Reciprocal Exchange of Logistics Agreement (RELOS) could not be reached.

What is RELOS?

e The Reciprocal Exchange of Logistics Agreement administrative agreement that would enable the
militaries of both the countries to access logistics and support facilities at each other’s bases and ports.

PN\

e It would facilitate the replenishment of fuel, rations, spare parts and berthing for troops, warships and
aircrafts while operating away from home ports and bases during the war and peacetime missions.

NN\ D
e RELOS would further ensure smooth use of the host nation’s existing logistics networks which would
reduce the overall costs of the mission and provide a strategic edge to each other’s military operations.

Significance for India

Economic Significance “
Y =

e Investments: India’s interests in the Arctic region are increasing and it is keen to make investments
ploration oflRussian oil, gas and other rare earth minerals in the near future.
cure the investments, India need to have access to Artic region. At present, India

particularly in the
o Inorder

d not ma ny port facility or naval base in this region as a whole. An agreement such

S would®enable Indian Navy to have greater operational reach in the Arctic.
e EmergingShippi nnectivity: The Arctic sea-ice along the Russian coast is receding drastically. The
Nart te is humming with shipping activity that is significantly increasingannually.
ndia,

I does not have its own full-fledged base or naval docking or refueling facility in the
ctic, but through RELOS it would have access to all such facilities in the nearfuture.

's Act East Policy: India has promised a USS$ 1 billion Line of Credit for the development of

Russian Far East._Indian and Russian companies have identified energy, transport and logistics,

maritime connectivity, diamond processing, forestry, pharmaceuticals and healthcare, tourism and
humanitarian fields as key areas of future cooperation in the Russian Far East.

e Energy security: Moscow has also agreed for supplying oil and gas to India at a “preferential pricing”

and ship them via the northern Arctic route.

Geo-strategic
Chinese presence: As China’s strategic reach and presence in the Arctic growing with its third heavy (nuclear
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powered) ice-breaker ship inline for entering into polar waters. It becomes extremely important for India to
have such an agreement as RELOS in conclusion with its traditional strategic partner, Russia.

India still do not have technology to operate in Artic independently, thus partnering with Russia becomes
extremely important.

Mutual benefits:

India has signed logistics agreements with all its partner Quad countries. RELOS could strategically act as
counterweight leverage to both India and Russia in the Indo-Pacific

e Access to Indian ports: It would also provide logistics support and easy access of required facilities

to the Russian Navy via Indian naval ports and military bases located in the InAdian Ocean. N

e Balancing both USA and China: Enhanced naval cooperation between India and Ru53|a through RELOS
would not only act as a counterweight to increasing US strategic posturlng in the reg|on but for Russia,
it will also balance the strategic power equation with its evolving partner Chma in the region

e Eurasian Partnership (GEP) through which Russia aims to strengt@\ ‘its geo-economic and
geopolitical positioning from Lisbon to Vladivostok. Strengthemng India—Russia partnership on

framework such as RELOS could take Russian vision of GEP further from Vladivostok to Indian Ocean

and the Indian vision till the Russian high north. \\\

In the words of Prime Minister Modi, he called “Vladivostok a true Sangam” has also called for
developing Chennai—Vladivostok Maritime Corridor (CVMC) by connecting the ports of Chennai,
Visakhapatnam and Kolkata to that with Vladivostok, Vostochny and Olga on the east coast of Russia

«\ \\

e Climate change: India’s primary engagements in the Arctic are focused on understanding scientific
interconnections between Arctic sea ice melting and changes in Indian monsoon systems.

Therefore, RELOS at t
Russia. It would act as an impo

g: Soft power and the world’s largest democracy

Syllabus: PSIR Paper 2B Indian Foreign Policy, IR theory

Soft power term was coined by Joseph Nye. It captured the important and (at the time) poorly studied
phenomenonininternational affairs of “getting otherstowantthe outcomes that you want,” predicated
ontheattractiveness of one’s culture, political values and foreign policy.

Dhruva Jaishankar, Director at Observer Research Foundation has analyzed India’s soft power. He argues
that, India is variously described as a model of soft power, or a country that makes remarkably poor use of it.
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India fares poorly in terms of elements of national attraction because

e Widespread reputation for corruption

e Endemic poverty \
e Hostility to business

e Pollution in urban areas >

e Childlabor
e Violence against women

e Detracted expatriates, tourists, businessfe visitors

e Human rights violation

There are several reasons that may e fares worse on objective metrics of soft power than it
perhaps should.
e Comparison on per capjta basis: easure of soft power that compares countries on a per capita

basis is bound to fjvor dewglopeg states over developing ones. Forinstance,

ome to more top 30 unicorns. Yet its digital penetration remains low, with
miflions still access to electricity, let alone basic digital technologies

more UNESCO World Heritage sites than all but five other countries but still fares

i
o qlndi
pooriyon rism and education on a per capita basis.
. r state-driven cultural diffusion: India rates badly on any measure of state-driven cultural diffusion
r hamymore organic and natural private sector and citizen-led efforts. Forinstance,
\ India’s national airline—Air India—is in such woeful shape that the government struggles to
% find buyers or investors, but four of the fastest-growing airlines in the world are Indian.
o Indian cultural diffusion to overseas audiences—from yoga to Bollywood—has occurred
without the involvement of the Indian government,
o theIndian government has made no more than modest efforts at promoting the study of Hindi
abroad in large part because of its linguistic diversity athome
e Indian contributions that are not necessarily associated with the country: Buddhism has hundreds
of millions of adherents around the world but very few in its birthplace inIndia

o India has only recently made efforts at appealing to these countries as the fount of Buddhism,
by facilitating pilgrimages and sponsoring religious renovations, in China and Myanmar

www.insightsonindia.com Page 37


http://www.insightsonindia.com/

News2Notes | PSIR

For instance,

o India’s universities continue to attract a large number of students from across the developing
world, including Nepal, Afghanistan and Africa. However it attracts very less percentage of
students from developed nations.

o Indian food is popular around the world but is often seen as a cheap eat rather than worthy
of a Michelin-starred fine dining experience.

o Indian popular films may not be rewarded at the Academy Awards or at Cannes.

Despite the evident shortcomings—both in terms of actual soft power and in ways in which meffics capture
India’s soft power capabilities— India has a reasonably good track record of leveraging its gul litical
values and foreign policy for national objectives.

e Indian popular films may not be rewarded at the Academy Awards or at Gannes But h assive

followings in China, Central Asia and the Middle East.

however today
ave changed the

e Indian food is popular around the world but is often seen a ;
establishment of luxury Taj Hotel properties in Boston, San Francisco do
perception of Indian food.
e Indian born CEO Head top most companies in the wor stance} Sundar Pichai CEO of

Alphabet, similarly, CEO of Microsoft, and Twitter are a(;%\n.

During the Cold War

e Inthe 1950s, India benefited from significant.ai th the United States and Soviet Union. Strong
moral streak in India’s external engage e Cold War, helped in part by its self- perception
as a pluralistic but postcolonial democ

e India’sprincipledboycottofSou racist Apartheid policies won it respect from post-

independent state of calling attention to the morality of its actions in spite of
opposition from USA and

e Decolonization ny Africa

After cold war

efontinued to reap benefits even after cold war was over. India was brought into
nsS by the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), which saw the appeal of its

tional waiver from nuclear sanctions: In 2000s, the U.S. worked to gain India an international

r from nuclear sanctions, effectively recognizing it as a de facto nuclear weapon state, a process
that was enabled by mostly positive associations of India as a democracy, growing market and
responsible steward of nuclear weapons.

e Indiais also member of all the export control regimes except Nuclear Suppliers Group.

As India builds upon a range of ongoing political and diplomatic efforts—

e Unveiling its Incredible India tourism campaign by Buddhist circuits, Ramayana Circuit etc.
e Getting International Yoga Day recognized by the United Nations
e Investing in Buddhist diplomacy
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During the Pandemic

e Vaccine Diplomacy: Free vaccinations to neighboring countries. For example Bhutan.
o Line of credit and currency swap agreements with Srilanka to help it recover from economiccrisis
e World Pharmacy: India is largest supplier of vaccines through pharmaceutical industry.

With India’s growing stature we can expect its soft power to gradually grow.

Source:

https://www.brookings.edu/opinions/indiarisingsoftpowerandtheworldslargestdemo@
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Book Review:

Capital and Ideology, by Thomas Piketty

Thomas Piketty’s latest work Capital and ldeolovktous work that explores the history of
on

e How have societies justified inequa es?

e What lessons can we draw from

e How do we apply these less itical struggle for a more justsociety?

Inter-disciplinary work

e Capital and Ideglogy is a ental work of inter-disciplinary scholarship. It straddles history,
economics, politic raphy, sociology, electoral analysis, anthropology, and evenliterature.

| ideologies.
e-modern societies were trifunctional. They consisted of two elite classes that jostled for
emacy — the clergy and the nobility — and a third set subservient to the dual elite, the workers.
or instance French society divided into 3 estates.

Unfettered capitalism

e Europe changed trifunctional societies (where the propertied elites exercised juridical power over the
laboring masses) into proprietarian ones, where the elites ceded their juridical powers to the State in
exchange for guaranteed protection of their property. State became a night-watchman where its
primary duty is to protect the private property (Neo-liberalideology)
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e Societies built on such extreme inequality were bound to collapse, and they did, with the two World
Wars.

o Three decades after World War Il saw the greatest reduction in inequality in recent history. And then,
from the 1980s onward, inequality began to increase again

e He argues that the steady decrease in inequality during the 1950s-80s — a time when the idea of the
welfare state was hegemonic — was the result of redistributive policies such as progressive
taxation.

e Collapse of Soviet communism and the conservative revolution during the Thatcher and’Reagan era
inaugurated the simultaneous dismantling of both the welfare state and the ideologi ny of
social democratic politics.

e Social democratic parties themselves (in India, that would primarily be the Congress), Who mot only

failed to challenge the revival of “neo-proprietarian” ideology, but proactiv megted regressive
policies derived from it.

e By neo-proprietarianism, Piketty means not only the sacralizatio i operty, but the
relentless extension of legal infrastructure aimed at instituti riva ty regimes in every

domain of human activity. Example: LPG reforms in India in 1

Rise of identity politics \

e The disappearance of redistributive politics is at the f the p@surgence of identitarian politics all
peoplels anxieties are channeled towards issues of
in India, Anti-immigrants movements in USA

over the world. With redistribution off the age
identity and borders. For example, Hindu
etc...

e Reducing inequality is vital on tw | justice, since a more equal society is also a more
just society; and social stability,
socio-economic inclusion.

Way forward

e New redistributiv
endowment” to
level help eurb tax e

o For farto®long, developmental economics has focused exclusively on poverty alleviation. Poverty is

tom. use is multidimensional, structural inequality, a phenomenon that doesn’t seem

nemists too much. In order to reduce inequality removing of structural inequality is as

http www.thehindu.com/books/books-reviews/capital-and-ideology-review-
inequality-and-redistribution/article31922199.ece
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Michael O’Hanlon’s 2010 book “A Skeptic’s Case for Nuclear Disarmament,”

A SKEPTIC’S CASE
FOR NUCLEAR DISARMAMENT

MICHAEL E. O’HANLON

Michael O’Hanlon’s in his book does not argue against nu@ but fears that rushing to achieve it
e ana

by a particular date is not only unrealistic but danger es the conditions and caveats that would
have to accompany any such treaty regime.

He argues, nuclear disarmament may lead iffeation of nuclear weapons or it may also lead to

development of new lethal weapons. Fogins v ing a new biological weapon.

Most of the advocates of nuclear disa t ider the abolition of nuclear weapons the moral equivalent
of the abolition of slavery. Theﬁsu : once the nuclear weapons are abolished they would be gone
i !

forever. However this assumpt at practical level because, the former nuclear power countries

have all the resources apd'techno rearm themselves to produce nuclear weapons when needed.
Moreover the humgan histo predictable, and one may need nuclear deterrence to secure national
interest.

The auth u utting up a time limit to eliminate nuclear weapons a dangerous trend. This can be seen
in slo o gotiating the recent New START Treaty with Moscow and the likely slow ratification
debates,o and the Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban Treaty.

of Nuclear disarmament:

. eterrence comes to an end: Today many countries are under the nuclear umbrella of USA. For
example: Japan, South Korea etc. if USA undergoes nuclear disarmament, security dilemma of these
countries increases and would lead to arms race in these countries to acquire nuclear weapons.

e Nuclear power today do not have any interest in denuclearizing anytime soon. For instance:
China refused to ratify Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban Treaty tell USA ratifies it.This attitude
of Nuclear power has led to proliferation of nuclear weapons by other countries. For example
India.
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Therefore working on treaty with deadline is not suitable for nuclear disarmament. Rather
countries should work towards solving their major territorial and existential issues so that any new
nuclear accord in the future would help to reduce nuclear arsenal to zero.

Source: https://www.brookings.edu/blog/order-from-chaos/2017/10/06/the-dangers-of-rushing-to-
a-nuclear-free-world/
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India’s Power Elite: Class, Caste and a Cultural Revolution, by Sanjaya Baru

and cultural landscape, and the nuts and bolts that make

e Under Prime Minister Narendra Modi, the term po i ired a new, thought-provoking,
somewhat sinister inference. Modi, as Baru sees it, h mantied the old order of power elites in
onic

Delhi and seeks to impose an unquestioning mination on an ideological basis.

e AccordingtoBaru,a“mixof Hindu nati anti-elitismhas become the basis ofanew
phaseinIndian politics that many,belfgve esWwhat Modi hastermed as ‘New India’.

e Baru does not take the year 20 ve done in countless opinion pieces) as the watershed.
The character of India’s po ifted over the years in consonance with the upheavals of

electoral politics. For s 3 nohar Lohia, India’s power elite at the dawn of independence
was defined by Brahmi privileged schooling and familiarity with the Englishlanguage.

e Qver the years, y other Tactors have come into play. The era of coalition politics and the
ard Classes (OBC) reservations, brought into prominence elite, regional

luential castes, which were not at the top of the traditional caste pyramid.

introducti
partiesa

eelndia’s elites as a static category — there is constant churning and upward and

ility. Caste, class, education and access to economic resources, patronage by the

ergence of electorally significant caste groups have to be seen in totality. He reveals

hey, complexity of this process while also trying to find an Indian template to explain the
nomenon.

e Source: https://www.thehindu.com/books/books-reviews/indias-power-elite-class-caste-and-a-

cultural-revolution-review-the-dismantling-of-the-khan-market-gang-and-the-rise-of-a-new-
elite/article34278963.ece
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Remapping India: New States and their Political Origins by Louise Tillin

Louis Tillin sets out to explain the politics that Ila %
reorganization. Support for Telangana is thus representative ofig

within India, in which the former esteem for the istic prigciple seems to have been gradually
marginalized.

Remapping India offers an original premise eSting that the calls for these states emerged out
of ‘longer term changes in local structures,o andithe relations between social groups’.

Louise Tillin identifies three so6iospolitical dynamics over the preceding three decades,
which account for the moment n in 2000.

¢

system’ of ‘one- dominance’ from the early 1970s onwards. Example: Black Panther movement
for development of

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) as a national party capable of challenging the
ile political hegemony.

C
o YWV
s for statehood in Jharkhand and Uttarakhand.

al: successfully weaves these narratives together to provide a rich understanding of the

Intéractions between social movement actors, political parties and the state helped to produce a
focus oh statehood that functioned as a lowest common denominator among actors with divergent

interests’.
Shifting socio-political dynamic

e Demands for statehood increased with growing low caste assertion in India’s ‘Hindi-speaking’
heartland.
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e Affirmative action: The implementation of affirmative action for ‘Other Backward Classes’ in the
bureaucracy and educational institutions brought new parties ascribing to a social justice agenda to
the forefront of politics in the early 1990s.

e Louise Tillin describe this as ‘changed state-level political arenas in north India’

e This created difficulties for those politicians looking to construct ‘stable, state-wide political
coalitions based on lower caste political identities’ amongst class differentiated and spatially
disaggregated low caste groups.

e Thus the change in socio-political dynamic led to demand for statehood in this regi

Language:

Atthetime ofindependence and statereorganizationduring 1950’s there ence of affective
I in Chhattisgarh,
requently treated by
in northern India.

Today these assertions have taken front seat, thus de
Development:

Uneven development is also one of the mai or statehood demand. For instance, Telangana
state was demanded due to uneven developme Rayala seema districts compared to coastal Andhra
Pradesh. Similarly North Karnataka is being ant separate statehood.
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When Crime Pays: Money and Muscle in Indian Politics by Milan Vaishnav

Milan Vaishnav’s new book When Crime Pays is an

Brief in Introduction
e To understand why voters readily forgive politicians and% omthe crimes they perpetrate,

e It studies the nexus of politics, money and muscle usinglndia‘as his case study. He sets himself up
for a mammoth task of finding out how wides crimedand impropriety can co-exist alongside
free and fair democratic elections.

e Using a database of candidates’ s i hich the Election Commission maintains since

2003, Vaishnav crunches data fr 000 candidates spread across 35 state elections and

two national elections. He N is desk research with fieldwork in India spanning over

seven years where he ~ dreds of interviews with various stakeholders in the system

Law and order col

C

ply side of the criminal politicians’ market, the author contends that it was the
he& Congress party and a growing assertiveness in the previously marginalised groups

ary drivers that maintain the supply are the collapse of the election finance regime and a
tinuing breakdown of the law and order situation in India.

Money matters

e The author adds to the existing narratives by unravelling the black box of why criminals themselves
turn into politicians. To do this, he uses the concept of ‘vertical integration’, whereby criminals
substitute _market exchange with politicians by internal organisation (becoming politicians

themselves).
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e Vaishnav explains, Criminals join politics for self-preservation, protection, and the potential
financial benefits they stand to gain by holding office.

e The supply of criminal politicians cannot, however, be explained without understanding the demand
side of the equation.

o The demand for criminal politicians by political parties can be understood on the basis of the
soaring costs of election campaigns, which parties are unable to afford.

o Therefore, parties increasingly look for candidates who not only self-finance 4

little access in the first place”.

e Clearly, amalgamation of criminality and politics ha
sustainable solutions, it is imperative that both the d

tions for society. For
of criminal politicians be

thwarted.
o AsVaishnav points out, of utmost imp i ring the morass around_election
campaign finances and improvi an and inclusion in political parties.
o  Further, the state capacit blic services should be improved and institutions
dealing with rule of law®a Streng hened. Of course, none of these solutions, as the

author points out, i
Crime-politics marriag

e Theinsights fro
should be done t

ishna , in terms of what sustains the crime-politics marriage and what
ilitate a divorce, are fairly intuitive.

e The fasCipa fact is*the extraordinary deftness with which Vaishnav interweaves different
discipli oliti¢al science, sociology, economics and history to create a nuanced narrative. He
takes €rs behind the scenes and regales them with an abundance of anecdotes about the

ious men (while conspicuously leaving out the women) who win in Indian politics.
Quetesfor your notes:

Politics isn’t about big money or power games; It’s about the improvement of people’s lives
-Paul Wellstone

Source: https://www.thehindu.com/books/books-reviews/an-unholy-nexus/article17367383.ece
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+

“Beta Know the Data"

“In 2004, 24% of the Members of Parliament had criminal cases pending against them; in
2009, that went up to 30%; in 2014 to 34%; and in 2019 as many as 43% of MPs had criminal
cases pending against them.” by ADR report

According to latest world inequality report 2022 “ Top 10% holds 57% of the total national
income while the bottom 50% share is just 13% in 2021”

According to ADR report “Almost 90 per cent of lawmakers in the ected Indian
The Indo Pacific region is home to around 65% of the global po
world’s 33 megacities. The region accounts for 62% of gl

Parliament are millionaires”
% 20 8fthe
and 46% of the world’s
merchandise trade.

According to 2021 data, of the total 6,709 IAS offieer %try, 445 were posted with
the Union —only 6.6%. In 2014, of the 4,605 offi efe posted with theUnion
(14 %).

= In 2021, only 10% mid-level lAS offic (deptty secretary/director, 9-14 years
ntre iy 2021, a sharp fall from 19% in 2014,
s at this rank expanded from 621 in 2014

80%

experience) were posted with
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