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GENERAL STUDIES – 1 
 

Topics: Indian culture will cover the salient aspects of Art Forms, Literature and 
Architecture from ancient to modern times. 

1. Significance of Raigad fort:  
Context:  
President Ram Nath Kovind recently visited Raigad Fort and paid tribute to Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj.  
 
Kingdoms and dynasties associated with the fort?  

● The fort, which was earlier called Rairi, was the seat of the Maratha clan Shirke in the 12th century.  
● The fort changed hands a number of times from the dynasty of Bahaminis to the Nizamshahis and 

then the Adilshahis.  
● In 1656, Chhatrapati Shivaji captured it from the More’s of Javli who were under the suzerainty of the 

Adilshahi Sultanate.  
● In 1662, Shivaji formally changed the fort’s name to Raigad and added a number of structures to it. By 

1664, the fort had emerged as the seat of Shivaji’s government.  
The fort not only helped Shivaji challenge the supremacy of the Adilshahi dynasty but also opened up the 
routes towards Konkan for the extension of his power.  
 
Why is it significant?  
The fort was known to early Europeans as the Gibraltar of the East. Its decisive feature is a mile and a half flat 
top which has adequate room for buildings. In its prime, the fort had 300 stone houses and a garrison of 2,000 
men.  
 
Importance of Raigad Fort in Maharashtra’s polity:  
Chhatrapati Shivaji is the tallest and the most revered icon in Maharashtra and there is a constant attempt by 
political parties of all hues to appropriate his legacy. Due to the significance of Raigad in his life, many political 
leaders make it a point to visit the fort.  
 
About Chhatrapati Shivaji- notable points:  

● He was born in 1639 to Shahaji Bhonsle, a Maratha general who held the jagirs of Pune and Supe 
under the Bijapur Sultanate and Jijabai, a pious woman whose religious qualities had a profound 
influence on him.  

● He displayed his military zeal for the first time in 1645 when as a teenager, he successfully got control 
of the Torna Fort which was under Bijapur. He also acquired the Kondana Fort. Both these forts were 
under Adil Shah of Bijapur.  

● He took on the titles of Chhatrapati, Shakakarta, Kshatriya Kulavantas and Haindava 
Dharmodhhaarak.  

 
Important battles associated with him:  

1. Battle of Pratapgad, 1659. 
2. Battle of Pavan Khind, 1660.  
3. Battle of Purandar, 1665.  
4. Battle of Sinhagad, 1670.  
5. Battle of Kalyan, 1682-83.  
6. Battle of Sangamner, 1679.  

 
Treaty of Purandar:  
In June 1665, the Treaty of Purandar was signed between Shivaji and Raja Jai Singh I (representing Aurangzeb).  

● As per this treaty, many forts were relinquished to the Mughals and it was agreed that Shivaji would 
meet Aurangzeb at Agra. Shivaji also agreed to send his son Sambhaji as well.  

 
Insta Curious: Did you know that in 1674, Shivaji was crowned at Raigad by Gagabhatt where he took on the 
title of Chhatrapati?  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About Raigad Fort.  
2. Chatrapati Shivaji.  
3. Aurangzeb.  
4. Battle of Pratapgad, 1659. 
5. Battle of Pavan Khind, 1660. 

6. Battle of Purandar, 1665.  
 
Mains Link: Discuss the significance of Raigad Fort 
in India's history.  
 
Link:https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/r
aigad-fort-maratha-maharashtra-7658567/lite/.  

 

2. Char Dham:  
Context:  
The Supreme Court has allowed carriageways of three highways to be widened to 10m as part of the Char 
Dham roads project after modifying its earlier order limiting the width to 5.5m.  
 
What Has The Supreme Court Said?  
● A three-judge Supreme Court bench modified an earlier, September 2020 order by another three-judge 

bench directing that three highways being laid as part of a 899-km road network in Uttarakhand should 
stick to a width of 5.5 metres for the carriageway.  

● Following a review sought by the Defence Ministry, the Supreme Court has now decreed that the width of 
the roads can be of 10m as sought by the Centre, paving the way for their double-laning.  

● Acknowledging the strategic importance of the three highways — which act as feeder roads for connecting 
with the China border — the top court also noted the need for balancing such priorities with environmental 
concerns.  

● It also ordered the setting up of an oversight committee led by former Supreme Court judge AK Sikri to 
ensure that the works were executed in an environmentally conscious manner, incorporating the 
recommendations of a high-powered committee in this regard.  

 
Developments so far wrt the Chardham Project:  
1. The foundation stone for the Char Dham road project was laid by PM Narendra Modi in December 2016.  
2. But the project was challenged on environmental grounds in courts with petitioners alleging irregularities 

vis-a-vis environmental clearances for the project and that it was being pursued in violation of existing 
norms.  

3. The National Green Tribunal (NGT) cleared the project in September 2018, but its order was challenged for 
being passed by a bench different from the one that had heard the matter. Supreme Court stayed the NGT 
order in October 2018.  

4. In September 2020, it passed an order on a writ petition stating that highways for the Char Dham project 
should not exceed 5.5m in width as prescribed in a 2018 circular of the Union Road Transport Ministry. But 
the Defence Ministry had in December that year sought a modification in the order to allow the width to be 
of 10m.  

5. The top court then asked its high-powered committee (HPC) to look into the contentions raised by the 
Centre on the width of the highways.  

 
What did the HPC say?  
● The width should be allowed to be of 10m in view of the strategic importance of these highways.  
● It would not be “feasible" to revisit those stretches where work has been already initiated on 10m width to 

reduce the same to 5.5m.  
● It would not be possible to grow trees on the patches that had cleared to pave the way for road-building.  
 
What Were The Arguments For Seeking 10m Width?  
These are inhospitable terrains where Army needs to move heavy vehicles, machineries, weapons, missiles, 
tanks, troops and food supplies.  
 
What Are The Environmental Concerns That Were Flagged?  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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1. Large-scale construction works in hilly terrain is a recipe for disaster as it leads to a heightened risk of 
landslides given the felling of trees and loosening of rocks.  

2. The project was being executed bypassing mandatory environment clearances and environment impact 
assessment (EIA) procedures.  

3. Over 25,000 trees that have reportedly been felled to make way for the project as a grave worry for the 
ecologically sensitive zone.  

4. Since wider carriageways would require more excavation and blasting, the purpose of having an all-
weather highway may be compromised since the topography would become that much more sensitive to 
slippage and landslides.  

 
About Chardham project:  
● The project involves developing and widening 900-km of 

national highways connecting the holy Hindu pilgrimage 
sites of; Badrinath, Kedarnath, Gangotri, and Yamunotri at 
an estimated cost of Rs.12,000 crores.  

● The highway will be called Char Dham Mahamarg(Char 
Dham Highway) and the highway construction project will 
be called Char Dham Mahamarg Vikas Pariyojana(Char 
Dham Highway Development Project).  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Overview of the project.  
2. Important National Parks and wildlife 

sanctuaries in the region.  
3. Important rivers flowing through these 

places.  
4. Difference between National Parks and 

Wildlife Sanctuaries.  

Mains Link: Discuss the significance of Chardham 
Project.  
 
Link:https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/ot
her-states/supreme-court-allows-double-lane-for-
chardham-road-project-in-view-of-security-
concerns/article37950720.ece.  

 

3. Durga Puja inscribed on UNESCO’s ‘Intangible Cultural Heritage’ list:  
Context:  
The Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural 
Heritage has inscribed ‘Durga Puja in Kolkata’ on the Representative List of the 
Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.  

● In total, 14 Intangible Cultural Heritage elements from India have now been 
inscribed on UNESCO’s Representative List.  

 
Implications:  
This inscription will offer encouragement to the local communities that celebrate Durga Puja, including all the 
traditional craftspeople, designers, artists, and organizers of large-scale cultural events, as well as tourists and 
visitors who partake in the inclusive festivity that is Durga Puja.  
 
About Durga Puja:  
Durga Puja is a five-day festival which begins on the fifth night of the nine-day Navratri festival and ends on the 
tenth day, which is Dashami. During this time, people collectively worship and invoke Goddess Durga, who is 
regarded as the feminine energy of the cosmos, also known as ‘Shakti’.  
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● Though originating in West Bengal, which has the largest 
Bengali community in the country, the festival is 
celebrated in many other parts of India, and also the 
world.  

● Many regard it as an emotion more than a festival.  
● It is a classic fusion of religion and culture.  

 
What is Intangible Cultural Heritage?  
UNESCO says, Intangible Cultural Heritage includes traditions or 
living expressions inherited from our ancestors and passed on to 
our descendants, such as oral traditions, performing arts, social 
practices, rituals, festive events, knowledge and practices 
concerning nature and the universe or the knowledge and skills to 
produce traditional crafts.  

● UNESCO established its Lists of Intangible Cultural 
Heritage with the aim of ensuring better protection of 
important intangible cultural heritages worldwide and 
the awareness of their significance.  

● The list was established in 2008 when the 2003 
Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible 
Cultural Heritage took effect.  

 
As of 2010 the programme compiles two lists:  

1. The longer, Representative List of the Intangible Cultural 
Heritage of Humanity, comprises cultural "practices and 
expressions [that] help demonstrate the diversity of this 
heritage and raise awareness about its importance."  

2. The shorter, List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need 
of Urgent Safeguarding, is composed of those cultural 
elements that concerned communities and countries 
consider to require urgent measures to keep them alive.  

 
Insta Curious: Did you know that there is something called the 
National List of Intangible Cultural Heritage (ICH) of India? Reference: read this.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Which are the elements of India that have 
already been inscribed on the UNESCO 
Representative List of the Intangible 
Cultural Heritage of Humanity?  

2. What is UNESCO?  
3. Difference between tangible and intangible 

heritages?  
4. Eligibility criteria?  

5. Lists under UNESCO “Intangible Cultural 
Heritage” banner?  

 
Mains Link: Discuss the significance of UNESCO’s 
List of Intangible Cultural Heritage. 
 
Link:https://indianexpress.com/article/lifestyle/art-
and-culture/durga-puja-unesco-representative-list-
of-the-intangible-cultural-heritage-of-humanity-
7674497/lite/.  

 

Topics: Modern Indian history from about the middle of the eighteenth century until the 
present- significant events, personalities, issues. 

1. Veer Savarkar: 
Context: 
Central Information Commissioner (CIC) Uday Mahurkar recently said the era of V D Savarkar, known as the 
architect of Hindutva ideology, has already set in in India and that his personality is above Bharat Ratna, the 
highest civilian honour.  
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What's the issue?  
A quote attributed to Savarkar has been going around in academic circles which shows that Savarkar supported 
Jinnah’s two nation theory.  

● However experts are of the opinion that while Jinnah wanted partition, Savarkar wanted Territorial 
Integrity of India.  

● Jinnah wanted minority representation while Savarkar wanted Majority rule.  
● Jinnah wanted residuary powers to reside in the provinces but Savarkar wanted them to reside in 

Centre.  
● Jinnah wanted reservation in recruitment to civil/public service while Savarkar wanted merit to be the 

sole criterion.  
 
Who is Veer Savarkar? 
Born on May 28, 1883 in Bhagur, a city in Maharashtra’s Nashik. 
 
Nationalism and social reforms: 

● Formed a youth organization- Mitra Mela, this organization was put into place to bring in national and 
revolutionary ideas. 

● He was against foreign goods and propagated the idea of Swadeshi. 
● He championed atheism and rationality and also disapproved orthodox Hindu belief. In fact, he even 

dismissed cow worship as superstitious. 
● He also Worked on abolishment of untouchability in Ratnagiri. Dr Babasaheb Ambedkar also 

compared his work to Lord Buddha. 
● Vinayak Savarkar was a president of Hindu Mahasabha from 1937 to 1943. 
● When congress ministries offered resignation on 22nd oct 1939, Hindu mahaasabha under his 

leadership cooperated with Muslim league to form government in provinces like Sindh, Bengal and 
NWFP. 

● In Pune, Savarkar founded the “Abhinav Bharat Society”. 
● He joined Tilak’s Swaraj Party. 
● He founded the Free India Society. The Society celebrated important dates on the Indian calendar 

including festivals, freedom movement landmarks, and was dedicated to furthering discussion about 
Indian freedom. 

● He believed and advocated the use of arms to free India from the British and created a network of 
Indians in England, equipped with weapons. 

 
Important works: 

1. Book- The History of the war of Indian Independence. 
2. An armed revolt against the Morley-Minto reform. 
3. Two-nation theory in his book ‘Hindutva’. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Who founded Mitra mela, Abhinav Bharat 
Society and Free India society, what are the 
objectives? 

2. Books written by Savarkar? 
3. Savarkar’s book which was published by 

Madam Bikaji Cama? 

4. Morley- Minto reforms- key changes. 
5. Savarkar’s views on use of arms to free 

India. 
6. Hindu Mahasabha- key achievements. 

 
Mains Link: Discuss Veer Savarkar’s contributions 
to social reforms in the country. 

 

2. Paika Rebellion:  
Context:  
Union Culture Minister recently made the following recommendation regarding the Paika Rebellion:  

● "The 1817 Paika rebellion of Odisha could not be called the first war of Independence, but considering 
it as the beginning of a popular uprising against the British, it would be included as a case study in the 
Class 8 National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT) history textbook."  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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Who are Paikas?  
Recruited since the 16th century by kings in Odisha from a variety of social groups to render martial services in 
return for rent-free land (nish-kar jagirs) and titles.  

● They were the traditional land-owning militia of Odisha and served as warriors.  
 
How did the rebellion begin?  
● When armies of the East India Company overran most of Odisha in 1803, the Raja of Khurda lost his 

primacy and the power and prestige of the Paikas went on a decline. So, they rebelled back.  
● The British were not comfortable with these aggressive, warlike new subjects and set up a commission 

under Walter Ewer to look into the issue.  
● The commission recommended that the hereditary rent-free lands granted to the Paikas be taken over by 

the British administration and this recommendation was zealously adhered to. They revolted against the 
British.  

● Bakshi Jagabandhu Bidyadhar Mohapatra Bharamarbar Rai, the highest-ranking military general of King 
Khorda Mukund Dev II, led the Paikas to join the uprising.  

● However, the rebellion also had several other underlying causes – like the rise in the price of salt, abolition 
of the cowrie currency for payment of taxes and an overtly extortionist land revenue policy.  

  
Outcome:  
Although initially the Company struggled to respond they managed to put down the rebellion by May 1817. 
Many of the Paik leaders were hanged or deported. Jagabandhu surrendered in 1825.  
 
Nationalist movement or a peasant rebellion?  
The Paika Rebellion is one among the peasant rebellions that took place in India when the British East India 
Company was expanding its military enterprise. Because these uprisings violently clashed with European 
colonialists and missionaries on many occasions, their resistance is sometimes seen as the first expression of 
resistance against colonial rule — and therefore considered to be “nationalist” in nature." 
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Paika Rebellion.  
2. Paiks.  
3. Walter Ewer Commission.  

Mains Link: Is Paika Rebellion a Nationalist 
movement or a peasant rebellion? Discuss.  
 
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=GRO98HR46.1&imageview=0.  

 

3. 75 yrs of Constituent Assembly’s 1st sitting:  
Context:  
The Constituent Assembly of India had held its first meeting 75 years ago on 
December 9, 1946.  

● Distinguished people from different parts of India, different 
backgrounds and even differing ideologies came together with one 
aim- to give the people of India a worthy Constitution.  

 
What do you need to know about the Constituent Assembly of India?  

1. The idea of a constituent assembly was put forward for the first time by MN Roy.  
2. In 1935, the Indian National Congress (INC), for the first time, officially called for a constituent 

assembly to frame a constitution for India.  
3. In 1938, J Nehru made this emphatic statement regarding the constitution- ‘The constitution of free 

India must be framed, without outside interference, by a constituent assembly elected on the basis of 
adult franchise’  

4. The demand for a constituent assembly was accepted for the first time by the British through their 
‘August offer’ of 1940.  

5. Eventually, a constituent assembly was established under the provisions of the Cabinet Mission plan.  
6. It was constituted in 1946.  
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Some of the important aspects related to this are:  

● Total strength of the assembly: 389.  
● 296 seats for British India and 93 seats to princely states.  
● 292 seats allocated for British India were to be from eleven governor’s provinces and four from Chief 

commissioner’s provinces.  
● Seats were allocated based on proportion to their respective population.  
● Seats allocated to each British province were to be decided among the three principal communities- 

Muslims, Sikhs and general.  
● Representatives of each communities were to be elected by members of that community in the 

provincial legislative assembly and voting was to be by the method of proportional representation by 
means of single transferrable vote.  

● Representatives of princely states were to be nominated by head of these princely states.  
 
Some observations regarding the composition:  

● Partly elected and partly nominated.  
● Indirect election by provincial assemblies who themselves were elected on a limited franchise.  
● Though an indirect mode of election, it included representatives from all sections of the society.  
● Muslim league did not participate in the first meeting.  
● Constituent assembly held 11 sessions over two years, 11 months and 18 days.  
● Last session of the constituent assembly was held on January 24, 1950.  

 
Constituent assembly acted as the temporary legislature until a new one was to be constituted. Some of the 
functions it performed at this stage were:  

1. Ratification of India’s membership of the commonwealth.  
2. It adopted the national flag.  
3. It adopted the national anthem.  
4. Adoption of National song.  
5. Electing Dr Rajendra Prasad as the first President of India.  

 
Criticism of the constituent assembly:  

1. Not a representative body since members were not directly elected.  
2. It was not a sovereign body since it was established based on British order.  
3. It consumed unduly long time to make the constitution.  
4. It was dominated predominantly by congress party.  
5. It was dominated by lawyer-politician to a greater degree.  
6. It was dominated by Hindus predominantly.  

 
Insta Curious: Did you know that the first constituent assembly sitting was presided by Sachchidananda Sinha, 
the “temporary chairman” of the assembly? Sinha was then the oldest parliamentarian in India and had even 
served as a member of the Imperial Legislative Council from 1910 to 1920.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About the Constituent Assembly.  
2. Establishment.  
3. Functions.  
4. Committees.  

5. Objective Resolution.  
 
Mains Link: To what extent can it be said the 
constituent assembly was a one party body? 
Critically Examine.  

 

4. Alluri Sitaram Raju and the Rampa Rebellion:  
Context:  
Director SS Rajamouli is all set for the release of his upcoming period drama titled Roudram Ranam Rudhiram 
which is officially titled RRR.  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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● Set in the 1920s, RRR is said to be a fictional story based on the lives of tribal freedom fighters Alluri 
Sitarama Raju and Komaram Bheem.  

 
 
About Alluri Sitaram Raju:  
In 1922, Indian revolutionary Alluri Sitaram Raju led the Rampa Rebellion against the British raj for their 
imposition of the 1882 Madras Forest Act, which severely restricted the free movement of the tribal 
community within their own forests.  

● Under the implications of this Act, the community was unable to fully carry out the traditional Podu 
agricultural system, which involved shifting cultivation.  

● The armed struggle came to a violent end in 1924, when Raju was captured by police forces, tied to a 
tree, and shot by a firing squad. His heroics resulted in him being titled manyam veerudu, or ‘the hero 
of the jungle’.  

 
About Kinaram Bheem:  

● Born in Telangana’s Adilabad district in 1901, Bheem was a member of the Gond community and grew 
up in the populated forests of the Chanda and Ballalpur kingdoms.  

● Komaram Bheem had escaped from prison to a tea plantation in Assam. Here, he heard about the 
rebellion being led by Alluri, and found a new sense of inspiration to protect the Gond tribe to which he 
belonged.  

 
Rampa Rebellion:  
The Rampa Rebellion of 1922, also known as the Manyam Rebellion, was a tribal uprising, led by Alluri 
Sitarama Raju in Godavari Agency of Madras Presidency, British India. It began in August 1922 and lasted until 
the capture and killing of Raju in May 1924.  
 
Insta Curious: Did you know that under the British Rajthere were close to 40 major tribal rebellions across the 
country with the first one being in 1774-79, when the Halba tribe rebelled against the Company rule in Dongar 
in Bastar, Chhattisgarh?  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About Rampa Rebellion.  
2. Alluri Sitarama Raju.  
3. Komaram Bheem.  

4. Manyam Rebellion.  
 
Mains Link: Discuss the significance of Tampa 
Rebellion. 

 

5. Salar Masud-Raja Suhaldev battle:  
Context:  
Speaking at the inaugural event of the Kashi Vishwanath Dham Corridor in Varanasi, PM Modi referred to the 
battle between Salar Masud and Raja Suhaldev.  
 
Who was Salar Masud?  

● Salar Masud was also known as Ghazi Mian. He acquired popularity as a warrior in the 12th century.  
● He was the nephew of the 11th century Turkik invader, Mahmud of Ghazni.  
● His tomb at Bahraich in Uttar Pradesh stands as a place of pilgrimage for a large number of Muslims as 

well as Hindus.  
● He accompanied Mahmud in all his campaigns, including the celebrated expedition to Somnath in 

Kathiawar. It was Masud who supposedly persuaded his uncle to demolish the famous idol of Somnath 
– a deed repeatedly glorified as a great feat in Persian poetry.  

● The most comprehensive source of information about Ghazi Mian is the Mirat-e-Masaud (Mirror of 
Masaud), a 17th century Persian hagiography written by Abdur Rahman Chisti, a Sufi saint of the Chisti 
order.  

● Mughal emperor Akbar is known to have made a land grant in 1571 CE for the sake of maintaining 
Ghazi Miyan’s shrine.  
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Salar Masud and Raja Suhaldev:  
It is a mix of history and myth.  
As per the records, at Bahraich, in the course of a battle in 1034 CE Masud and a local king by the name 
Suhaldev came face to face.  
During the battle, Masud was wounded by an arrow and succumbed.  
Since he died fulfilling his duties as a warrior, he became a martyr and earned the honorary nickname ‘Ghazi 
Miyan’ or master warrior for faith.  
 
Raja Suhaldev:  
Suhaldev is believed to have been the eldest son of the king of the Bhar 
community, from which emerged the Pasi community, a Dalit caste group of the 
region.  

● Popular history of the region identifies him by several names including 
Suhaldev, Sakardev, Sahardev, and Suhildev. In contemporary print 
culture, however, he is referred to as Raja Suhaldev.  

 
Controversy surrounding these personalities:  

● Few people who worshipped Ghazi Mian, perceive Suhaldev as the king of 
a local tribe, a tyrant and oppressor of the people he ruled over, most of 
whom were Muslims.  

● However, he is also being given a warring identity and projected as a 
saviour who fought against a foreign invader (Ghazi Mian) who tried to despoil Hindu- or synonymously 
Indian- religion and culture.  

Today, celebrations are being carried out in memory of Maharaja Suhaldev.  
● In February 2016, then BJP president Amit Shah hailed Suhaldev as a national hero and unveiled his 

statue at Bahraich.  
● The Indian Railways started the Suhaldev Express from Ghazipur.  
● In 2017 the Uttar Pradesh government announced its plans to install a statue of Suhaldev at Lucknow.  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Raja Suheldev.  
2. Muhammad of Ghazni.  
3. Bhar community.  
4. Parsi.  
5. Ghazi Miyan.  

 
Mains Link: Who was Raja Suheldev? Discuss.  
 
Link:https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/s
alar-masud-raja-suhaldev-battle-historical-
episodes-pm-modi-kashi-7674668/lite/.  

 

6. Sri Aurobindo:  
Context:  
PM Modi has announced that 150 universities across the country will be involved in writing papers on different 
aspects of spiritual leader Sri Aurobindo's life and philosophy to commemorate his 150th birth anniversary.  

● Sri Aurobindo was born on August 15, 1872, in Kolkata, West Bengal.  
 
About Sri Aurobindo:  

● He was a yogi, seer, philosopher, poet, and Indian nationalist who propounded a 
philosophy of divine life on earth through spiritual evolution.  

● From 1902 to 1910 he partook in the struggle to free India from the British.  
● In Pondichéry he founded a community of spiritual seekers, which took shape as the 

Sri Aurobindo Ashram in 1926.  
● He was much influenced by the American Revolution, revolts in Italy and the 

medieval French revolts against England.  
● He attended Congress sessions and at the same time, helped establish the Anushilan 

Samiti of Calcutta in 1902.  
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● He and his brother revolutionary Barin Ghose contributed articles to the magazine Jugantar which 
inspired many young people to take up revolutionary work. 

● He was also a journalist, editing newspapers such as Bande Mataram.  
● In May 1908, Aurobindo was arrested in connection with the Alipore Conspiracy Case.  
● In 1914, he started publishing a magazine Arya.  
● He wrote copiously and his greatest literary achievement was ‘Savitri’, an epic poem with about 24000 

lines. 
● He developed a kind of Yoga called Integral Yoga.  

 
His theory of Nationalism:  
Sri Aurobindo Ghosh was considered as a prophet of Indian nationalism. Along with Bankimchandra, Tilak and 
Dayanand, he developed the theory of nationalism in India.  

● Sri Aurobindo’s theory of nationalism was based on Vedanta philosophy which saw unity and oneness 
in man and God.  

● He declared that India was in fact Mother India which represented the united power and Shakti of 
millions of her children. Mother India represented the infinite energy of her people: He identified 
Mother India with God and maintained that it was God’s divine mission to set India free.  

● He said that the village should retain its autonomy and self-government but at the same time, ‘should 
seek to promote national cohesion. The ideal of national Swaraj must be modeled on the old village 
community which was self-sufficient, autonomous and self-governing.  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About Sri Aurobindo.  
2. His contributions to India's Freedom 

Struggle.  
3. Important literary works.  
4. Organizations he was associated with.  

5. Alipore Conspiracy Case.  
 
Mains Link: Swami Vivekananda and Sri Aurobindo 
revolutionized and awakened the Indian 
philosophical mind. They can be viewed as great 
masters of philosophy of “unity in diversity.” 
Elaborate.  

 

7. Rani Lakshmibai:  
Context:  
The Jhansi Railway Station in Uttar Pradesh will be known as Veerangana Lakshmibai Railway Station.  
 
Procedure to change the name of a railway station:  

● The Uttar Pradesh government had earlier sent a proposal about renaming the station to the Union 
Home Ministry.  

● The ministry consents to a name change of any station or place after obtaining no-objections from the 
Union Ministry of Railways, Survey of India, and the Department of Posts.  

● These organisations confirm that there is no town or village in their records with a name that is similar 
to the proposed name.  

● Once the name change is approved following an executive order, the Ministry of Railways will change 
the station code accordingly.  

 
About Rani Lakshmibai:  
 

● Born on November 19, 1828, as Manikarnika Tambe in Varanasi, UP.  
● Rani was married to the King of Jhansi, Raja Gangadhar Newalkar in 1842.  

  
The war between the British and Rani Lakshmibai:  

● She had a son Damodar Rao, who died within four months of his birth. Following the death of the 
infant, her husband adopted a cousin’s child Anand Rao, who was renamed Damodar Rao a day prior 
to the death of the Maharaja.  

● Lord Dalhousie refused to acknowledge the child and applied the Doctrine of Lapse, and annexed the 
state. However, the Rani refused to accept Lord Dalhousie’s decision. 
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● This led to a fight between the two. The Rani of Jhansi gave a tough fight to the British during the two 
weeks siege of the city.  

● She fought bravely against the British and gave a tough fight to Sir Hugh Rose so as to save her empire 
from annexation. She died fighting on the battlefield on June 17, 1858.  

 
What was the Doctrine of Lapse?  
The Doctrine of Lapse was an annexation policy followed widely by Lord Dalhousie when he was India’s 
Governor-General from 1848 to 1856.  

● According to this, any princely state under the direct or indirect (as a vassal) control of the East India 
Company where the ruler did not have a legal male heir would be annexed by the company.  

● As per this, any adopted son of the Indian ruler could not be proclaimed as heir to the kingdom. This 
challenged the Indian ruler’s long-held authority to appoint an heir of their choice.  

 
Insta Curious: When the Indian National Army started its first female unit (in 1943), it was named after the 
valiant queen of Jhansi.  
 
Link: https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.financialexpress.com/infrastructure/jhansi-station-renamed-
veerangana-lakshmibai-railway-station-up-cm-yogi-adityanath-announces/2393688/lite/.  
 

Topics: Post-independence consolidation and reorganization within the country. 

1. Goa Liberation Day:  
Context:  
60th Goa Liberation Day was celebrated on 19th December, 2021 in commemoration of the Indian armed 
forces freeing Goa from Portuguese colonial rule.  
 
Why is this event significant?  
Although India attained independence from British rule back in 1947, it would still take Goa – which was a 
Portuguese colony at the time – 14 more years to be liberated from foreign control. Finally, on December 19, 
1961, Indian armed personnel managed to wrest control of Goa from the Portuguese, ending around 450 
years of colonial rule.  
 
About Operation Vijay:  
Portuguese were the first ones to colonize parts of India and were the last to leave.  
The Portuguese invaded Goa in the year 1510.  

● Operation Vijay began on December 17, 1961, when the then Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru 
ordered the invasion. With a force of almost 30,000, the Indian attack overpowered the ill-prepared 
Portuguese 3,000 member army.  

● With minimal blood shed, the attack was successful and was carried forward to retrieve the other 
Portuguese-controlled areas, Daman and Diu.  

● At this point on December 18, the Portuguese Governor General Vassalo da Silva gave up control of 
the Union Territory of Goa, Daman and Diu.  

 
Insta Curious:  
Do you know about the Goa Opinion Poll?  

● The Goa Opinion Poll was a referendum held in the state of Goa, India, on 16 January 1967, to decide 
the future of the Union Territory of Goa, Daman and Diu within the Indian Union.  

● Although popularly called an opinion poll, it was in fact, a referendum, as the results of the poll were 
binding on the government of India.  

● The referendum offered the people of Goa a choice between continuing as a union territory or merging 
with the state of Maharashtra. It is the only referendum to have been held in independent India.  

● The people of Goa voted against the merger and Goa continued to be a union territory. Subsequently, 
in 1987, Goa became a full-fledged state within the Indian Union.  

 
InstaLinks:  
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Prelims Link:  
1. About Operation Vijay.  
2. Goa Liberation Day.  
3. Goa referendum.  
4. India's first referendum.  

 

Mains Link: Discuss the significance of Goa 
Liberation Day.  
 
Link:https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/e
xplained-goa-liberation-day-pm-modi-
7679860/lite/.  

 
Topics: Women and women related issues. 

1. What’s in ART, Surrogacy Bills?  
Context:  
Lok Sabha recently passed the Assisted Reproductive Technology Regulation Bill, 2020, which makes 
provisions for the safe and ethical practice of assisted reproductive technology (ART) services in the country.  
 
Overview and key features of the Bill:  

1. It would lead to the creation of a national board to lay down and implement a code of conduct for 
people working at IVF clinics.  

2. Determines the minimum standards of physical infrastructure, laboratory, diagnostic equipment and 
expert manpower to be employed by ART clinics and banks.  

3. The bill intends to make genetic testing of the embryo mandatory before implantation for the benefit 
of the child born through ART.  

4. It also seeks to streamline the cryo-preservation processes for sperm, oocytes and embryos.  
5. It also proposes to constitute a national registry and registration authority to maintain a central 

database and assist the national board in its functioning.  
6. The bill proposes stringent punishment for those “practising sex selection, sale of human embryos or 

gametes and running agencies/rackets/organisations for such unlawful practices.  
 
Need for a legislation in this regard:  
The need to regulate the ART services is to protect the affected women and children from exploitation. 
Registration with the ICMR is a voluntary exercise at the moment because of which many clinics don’t take the 
trouble and prefer opacity while offering infertility treatment. 
 
Significance:  
The major benefit of the act would be regulation of the assisted reproductive technology services in the 
country. Consequently, infertile couples will be more ensured and confident of the ethical practices in ART 
clinics. 
 
What is ART? Why it is in demand?  

● Assisted Reproductive Technology (ART), as commonly understood, comprises procedures such as in-
vitro fertilisation (IVF), intra-uterine insemination (IUI), oocyte and sperm donation, cryopreservation 
and includes surrogacy as well.  

● Social stigma of being childless and lengthy adoption processes have increased the demand for ART in 
India. It is thus not surprising that the ART industry is expected to grow by a compounded annual 
growth rate of 10%.  

 
Surrogacy vs ART in India:  

● The Surrogacy (Regulation) Bill relates to surrogacy, an infertility treatment, where a third person, a 
woman, is the surrogate mother. In ART, treatments can be availed by the commissioning couple 
themselves and it is not always necessary that a third person is involved.  

● Surrogacy is allowed for only Indian married couples. ART procedures are open to married couples, 
live-in partners, single women, and also foreigners.  

● A 2015 notification prohibits commissioning of surrogacy in India by foreigners or OCI or PIO 
cardholders, but NRIs holding Indian citizenship can avail surrogacy. Foreigners can visit India under 
medical tourism to avail ART services.  
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Insta Curious: Another key bill to safeguard the reproductive rights of women — the Surrogacy (Regulation) 
Bill, 2019 — was passed by Lok Sabha on August 5, 2019. This one was referred to a Select Committee, which 
recommended that the ART Bill should be brought first, so that all the highly technical and medical aspects 
could subsequently be addressed in the Surrogacy (Regulation) Bill, 2019.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. ART Bill.  
2. Key features.  
3. Benefits.  
4. Surrogacy Bill.  
5. Key Provisions.  

 
Mains Link: Discuss the concerns associated with 
the Surrogacy Bill.  
 
Link:https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/e
xplained-whats-in-art-surrogacy-bills-
7653374/lite/.  

 

2. Beti Bachao Beti Padhao Scheme:  
Context:  
The Parliamentary Committee on Empowerment of Women has noted in its report that the Government spent 
80% of the funds under the ‘Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao’ (BBBP) scheme on media campaigns.  
 
What needs to be done now?  
Over the last six years, through focussed advocacy BBBP has been able to capture the attention of political 
leadership and national consciousness towards valuing the girl child.  

● The government must now revisit this strategy and invest in measurable outcomes in health and 
education for girls.  

 
About BBBP:  

● Launched in January 2015 with the aim to address sex-selective abortion and the declining child sex 
ratio, which was at 918 girls for every 1,000 boys in 2011.  

● The programme is being implemented across 405 districts.  
● It is a tri-ministerial effort of Ministries of Women and Child Development, Health & Family Welfare 

and Human Resource Development.  
 
Outcomes of the scheme:  

1. As per the Ministry of Health, the sex ratio at birth is showing promising trends of improvement and 
has improved by 16 points from 918 (2014-15) to 934 (2019-20).  

2. Health percentage of first trimester Antenatal Care (ANC) has shown an improving trend from 61 per 
cent in 2014-15 to 71 per cent in 2019-20.  

3. The education gross enrolment ratio of girls in the schools at the secondary level has also improved 
from 77.45 per cent (2014-15) to 81.32 per cent (2018-19-provisional figures).  

 
Insta Curious: Do you know about Sukanya Samriddhi Yojana, which is a small deposit scheme for the girl child 
launched as a part of the ‘Beti Bachao Beti Padhao’ campaign? Know more about it here.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About BBBP.  
2. Objectives.  
3. Implementation.  
4. About SSY.  
5. Eligibility.  

6. Benefits.  
 
Mains Link: Discuss the significance of SSY.  
 
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=GPH99EH6G.1&imageview=0.  

 

3. Women Judges:  
Context:  
Chief Justice of India N.V. Ramana has promised to take up with the Supreme Court Collegium the demand for 
more women judges.  
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Status of women in Indian judiciary:  
● In the 71 years of history of the SC, there have been only eight women judges — the first was Justice 

Fathima Beevi, who was elevated to the bench after a long gap of 39 years from the date of establishment 
of the SC.  

● There are only 80 women judges out of the sanctioned strength of 1,113 judges in the High Courts and the 
Supreme Court.  

● There are six High Courts — Manipur, Meghalaya, Patna, Tripura, Telangana, and Uttarakhand — where 
there are no sitting women judges.  

 
Benefits of diversity and gender representation in Supreme court:  
1. The entry of women judges into spaces from which they had historically been excluded has been a positive 

step in the direction of judiciaries being perceived as being more transparent, inclusive, and representative.  
2. By their mere presence, women judges enhance the legitimacy of courts, sending a powerful signal that 

they are open and accessible to those who seek recourse to justice.  
3. They could contribute far more to justice than improving its appearance: they also contribute significantly 

to the quality of decision-making, and thus to the quality of justice itself.  
4. By elucidating how laws and rulings can be based on gender stereotypes, or how they might have a 

different impact on women and men, a gender perspective enhances the fairness of the adjudication.  
5. Women judges bring those lived experiences to their judicial actions, experiences that tend toward a more 

comprehensive and empathetic perspective.  
6. Improving the representation of women could go a long way towards a more balanced and empathetic 

approach in cases involving sexual violence.  
 
Challenges to women’s entry into judiciary:  
● A major barrier to women’s recruitment as district judges are the eligibility criteria to take the entrance 

exams.  
● Lawyers need to have seven years of continuous legal practice and be in the age bracket of 35-45.  
● This is a disadvantage for women as many are married by this age.  
● Further, the long and inflexible work hours in law, combined with familial responsibilities, force many 

women to drop out of practice and they fail to meet the requirement of continuous practice.  
 
Insta Curious: Did you know that the Supreme Court currently has the highest number of women judges ever in 
its history?  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. What is collegium?  
2. How are Judges of Supreme Court and high 

courts appointed?  
3. Appointment of retired judges.  
4. Related constitutional provisions.  
5. Powers and functions.  

 
Mains Link: Discuss the issues associated with 
collegium system for the appointment of judges. 
 
Link:https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehin
du.com/news/national/cji-bats-for-more-women-
judges/article37956578.ece/amp/.  

 

4. Raising legal age of marriage for women:  
Context:  
The Cabinet has decided to raise the legal age of marriage for women from 18 to 21. This decision is based on 
the recommendation of a panel led by Jaya Jaitly.  
 
Task force:  
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman in her Budget speech last year proposed a panel on the “age of a girl 
entering motherhood” to lower maternal mortality rates and improve nutrition levels. 
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● But when the decision to appoint a task force was announced, its terms of reference included 
examining “the correlation of age of marriage and motherhood” with health and nutritional status of 
mothers and infants.  

 
Important recommendations:  

● The age of marriage should be increased to 21 years.  
● The government should look into increasing access to schools and colleges for girls, including their 

transportation to these institutes from far-flung areas.  
● Skill and business training has also been recommended, as has sex education in schools.  
● These deliveries must come first, as, unless they are implemented and women are empowered, the law 

will not be as effective.  
 
Rationale behind the proposal:  
The committee has said the recommendation is not based on the rationale of population control (India’s total 
fertility rate is already declining) but more with women’s empowerment and gender parity. The committee has 
said access to education and livelihood must be enhanced simultaneously for the law to be effective.  
 
Criticism: 

● Women’s rights activists have opposed the suggestion and have cited evidence to show that such a 
move may be used to incarcerate young adults marrying without parents’ consent.  

● Also, this move would lead to criminalisation of a large number of marriages that will take place once 
the law comes into effect.  

 
What the law says? 
Currently, the law prescribes that the minimum age of marriage is 21 and 18 years for men and women, 
respectively. 
The minimum age of marriage is distinct from the age of majority, which is gender-neutral. 

1. An individual attains the age of majority at 18 as per the Indian Majority Act, 1875.  
2. For Hindus, Section 5(iii) of the Hindu Marriage Act, 1955 sets 18 years as the minimum age for the 

bride and 21 years as the minimum age for the groom. Child marriages are not illegal but can be 
declared void at the request of the minor in the marriage.  

3. In Islam, the marriage of a minor who has attained puberty is considered valid under personal law. 
4. The Special Marriage Act, 1954 and the Prohibition of Child Marriage Act, 2006 also prescribe 18 and 

21 years as the minimum age of consent for marriage for women and men respectively. 
 
Why is the law being relooked at?  

● From bringing in gender-neutrality to reduce the risks of early pregnancy among women, there are 
many arguments in favour of increasing the minimum age of marriage of women. 

● Early pregnancy is associated with increased child mortality rates and affects the health of the mother. 
● Despite laws mandating minimum age and criminalising sexual intercourse with a minor, child 

marriages are very prevalent in the country. 
● Also, according to a study, children born to adolescent mothers (10-19 years) were 5 percentage points 

more likely to be stunted (shorter for their age) than those born to young adults (20-24 years). 
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Jaya Jailtley committee was constituted for 
the purpose of? 

2. Legal provisions related to minimum age of 
marriage for men and women in India. 

3. Key provisions of Special Marriage Act, 
1954. 

4. Overview of the Prohibition of Child 
Marriage Act, 2006. 

 
Mains Link: Do you think minimum age for 
marriage for men and women should be raised? 
Discuss.
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5. Maharashtra government’s Shakti Bill:  
Context:  
A joint committee on Maharashtra government’s Shakti Criminal Laws (Maharashtra Amendment) Bill, 2020 
has submitted its report.  
 
Key recommendations made by the committee:  

1. Capital punishment in rape cases.  
2. Time-limit of 30 days to complete the probe since the day of registration of the complaint.  
3. Onus on social media platforms as well as Internet data providing companies to share data for police 

investigation.  
4. The original Bill did not have a provision for filing anticipatory bail plea in case of false complaints or if 

a person is harassed deliberately. The committee has decided to drop the recommendation.  
 
What is the reason given by Maharashtra to bring in a new law?  
An increase in the number of cases of violence, specifically sexual violence against women and children. 
 
What does the draft bill proposes? 

1. The draft Bill proposes to make changes to the Indian Penal Code, the Code of Criminal Procedure and 
the Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act.  

2. The changes are proposed in existing sections of rape, sexual harassment, acid attack and child sexual 
abuse. 

3. The Bill proposes death penalty in cases of rape, gang rape, rape by persons in authority, aggravated 
sexual assault of minors and in cases of acid attack when grievous injury is caused.  

4. The death penalty is proposed in cases which are heinous in nature and where adequate conclusive 
evidence is available and circumstances warrant exemplary punishment.  

5. Section 326 of the IPC applied in case of acid attack to be amended to make provision of minimum 15 
years to maximum life imprisonment to the guilty along with monetary fine. The expenditure of plastic 
surgery and face reconstruction operations will be taken care from the monetary fine to be charged on 
the guilty.  

 
Are there any specific provisions related to social media?  
The draft Bill proposes an additional law to deal with abuse of women on social media.  
Section 354E is added to include intentional acts creating “a sense of danger, intimidation, and fear to a 
woman” apart from insulting her modesty by any act, deed or words including offensive communication will be 
an offence with imprisonment and fine.  

● This also includes uploading morphed videos of women or threatening them with uploading of photos, 
videos which could defame, cause disrepute to them or violate their privacy.  

● Earlier, the provision of punishment in this regard was simple imprisonment up to one month or a fine 
of Rs 5 lakh or both. Now, the committee has increased the imprisonment up to three months and 
imposed a fine of Rs 25 lakh or both.  

 
Provisions for “false” information and “implied consent”:  
The Bill also makes provision for making a “false complaint” or provides false information in respect of offence 
committed stating that anyone who does that “solely with the intention to humiliate, extort or threaten or 
defame or harass”.  

● For this, the committee has proposed imprisonment not less than three years and up to three years 
and a fine of Rs 1 lakh. Earlier, the provision was simple imprisonment up to one year and a fine, which 
was not specified.  

 
Insta Curious: Did you know that Maharashtra's law is on the lines of Andhra Pradesh’s Disha Act? What are 
the key provisions of the Disha Act? Reference: read this.  
 
InstaLinks: Prelims and Mains Links: Key Provisions and significance of the law.  
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Topics: Population and associated issues, poverty and developmental issues. 

1. Smart Cities Mission (SCM):  
Context:  
The deadline for completing projects under the Smart Cities Mission (SCM) has been extended for all 100 
participating cities to June 2023 due to the delays caused by COVID-19 and based on a NITI Aayog 
recommendation in August.  
 
Smart Cities mission:  

● GoI launched the smart cities mission in 2015.  
● The cities were given five years to complete the projects under the mission, with the first set of Smart 

Cities expected to complete in 2021.  
● The objective is to integrate city functions, utilize scarce resources more efficiently, and improve the 

quality of life of citizens.  
● It is an innovative initiative under the Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs.  
● It is a Centrally Sponsored Scheme.  

 
Smart city is envisaged to have four pillars:  

1. Social Infrastructure.  
2. Physical Infrastructure.  
3. Institutional Infrastructure (including Governance).  
4. Economic Infrastructure.  

 
Progress made under this scheme (as of June 2021):  

● Of the total proposed projects under this mission, 5,924 projects have been tendered, work orders 
have been issued for 5,236 and 2,665 projects are fully operational.  

● 212 PPP projects worth Rs. 24,964 crore have been grounded/completed 
● 70 Smart cities have developed.  operationalized their Integrated Command and Control Centres 

(ICCCs) in the country.  
 
Challenges ahead:  

1. A lot of progress is desired in creating energy-efficient and green buildings.  
2. Making Urban Bodies self-reliant.  
3. The share of public transport is declining, it needs to be increased to meet the needs of increasing 

urbanization.  
4. Rising air pollution, increase in road congestion due to an increase in urbanization.  

 
Insta Curious:  
Do you know about the Global Smart City Index? Read Here (Briefly).  
Do you remember the City Innovation Exchange (CiX)? Read this,  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About the Smart Cities Mission.  
2. India smart cities awards (ISCA)- latest 

edition.  
3. Parameters used for ranking.  
4. About the AMRUT mission.  

Mains Link: Discuss the significance of the Smart 
Cities Mission.  
 
Link:https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehin
du.com/news/national/smart-cities-mission-
deadline-extended-to-june-2023-for-all-100-
cities/article37810496.ece/amp/.  

 

2. World Inequality Report:  
Context:  
The 2022 World Inequality Report (WIR) has been released.  
 
What you need to know about the WIR?  

● Released by the World Inequality Lab, a research center at the Paris School of Economics.  
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● The WIR studies different kinds of financial data to find out how a country’s (and the world’s) income 
and wealth are distributed.  

 
Significance of the report- why do we need a study on inequalities?  
This is vital information because in most democracies, the wealthy can, and do, transform their economic 
power into political power, and therefore, the higher the inequality, the greater the likelihood that an affluent 
minority could end up determining the fate of the majority. Availability of accurate data about levels of 
inequality can help generate public opinion in favour of policy measures that can mitigate them.  
 
Key findings of the 2022 report:  

● The gap between the rich and the poor in terms of share of national income is quite large, and 
growing rapidly as a result of government policies that favour the affluent elite. The richest 10% of the 
global population takes home 52% of the global income, whereas the poorest 50% got only 8.5% of it.  

● Global wealth inequities are worse than income inequalities. While the poorest 50% own just 2% of 
the global wealth, the richest 10% own 76% of all the wealth.  

● Inequality between countries was narrowing while inequality within countries was increasing. While 
the gap between the average incomes of the richest 10% of countries and the average incomes of the 
poorest 50% of countries has dropped from 50x to less than 40x, the gap between the average incomes 
of the top 10% and the bottom 50% of individuals within countries has almost doubled, from 8.5x to 
15x.  

● Countries are growing richer, governments are becoming poorer: The share of privately owned wealth 
in national wealth was rising, while that of public wealth (buildings, universities, roads, hospitals etc) 
was shrinking.  

 
Inequality across the continents:  
While Europe was the region with the least 
amount of inequality (the income share of the 
top 10% was 36%), inequality was highest in 
the MENA (Middle East and North Africa 
(MENA) region, where the share of the top 
10% was 58%.  
 
Income inequality in India:  
India is one of the world’s most unequal 
countries, with the top 1% getting 21.7% of the national income.  
Top 10% of Indians capture 57% of the national income, while the share of the bottom 50% is only 13%.  
While the average national income of the bottom 50% stood at ₹53,610, the top 10% earned more than 20 
times more, ₹11,66,520.  
 
Inequality in India- Before and after 1947:  
Income inequality in India today is worse than it was under British rule. Under the British (1858-1947), the 
top 10% got about 50% of the national income (lower than today’s 57%).  

● In the decades after India got independence, socialistic economic policies reduced income inequality, 
bringing the share of the top 10% to 35-40%.  

● But starting from the 1980s, the report states, “deregulation and liberalisation policies have led to one 
of the most extreme increases in income and wealth inequality observed in the world.”  

 
Overall learning from the report:  
The report points out that inequality and poverty are not inevitable but mainly the effect of policy choices.  
It tracks how inequalities burgeoned around the globe from the 1980s onward – in contrast to the previous 
three decades – following the liberalisation programmes that were implemented in different countries.  

● It recommends wealth taxes on the super-rich and a robust redistribution regime as policy measures 
that could arrest, if not reverse, the current trend of rising inequality.  

 
InstaLinks:  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/06/insights-into-editorial-growing-wealth-inequality-doesnt-bode-well-for-indias-future/&ved=2ahUKEwiJsYCFgdb0AhWXwTgGHbQWBqwQFnoECBQQAQ&usg=AOvVaw1SsQqt0VGG3rvocJCbLQiu
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/06/insights-into-editorial-growing-wealth-inequality-doesnt-bode-well-for-indias-future/&ved=2ahUKEwiJsYCFgdb0AhWXwTgGHbQWBqwQFnoECBQQAQ&usg=AOvVaw1SsQqt0VGG3rvocJCbLQiu


 

www.insightsonindia.com       23  InsightsIAS 

Prelims Link:  
1. WIR is released by?  
2. Criteria.  
3. Key findings of the report.  
4. Indian scenario.  

Mains Link: Discuss the concerns associated with 
the rising inequality in India.  
 
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=G37995R2P.1&imageview=0.  

 

3. Shyama Prasad Mukherji Rurban Mission (SPMRM):  
Context:  
Performance analysis of the scheme as per 
the latest survey:  
● Telangana stood first in the 

implementation of the Shyama Prasad 
Mukherji Rurban Mission (SPMRM).  

● Tamil Nadu and Gujarat took the second 
and third positions respectively.  

 
About Shyama Prasad Mukherji Rurban 
Mission:  
Launched in 2016, the programme is 
designed to deliver catalytic interventions to 
rural areas on the threshold of growth.  
It is now a Centrally Sponsored Scheme.  
Funding: Shared between the Centre and the State in a ratio of 60:40 for Plain area States and 90:10 for 
Himalayan and NE States.  
Main objective of the scheme is bridging the rural-urban divide-viz: economic, technological and those related 
to facilities and services.  
 
Development:  
Under the mission, the Central government in coordination with the district administration has taken measures 
to bring about multi-layered phased development of the rural gram panchayats and villages on the lines of 
urban cities with proper civic amenities keeping the soul of villages intact.  
 
What are Rurban areas? Why develop them?  
A ‘Rurban cluster’, would be a cluster of geographically contiguous villages with a population of about 25000 to 
50000 in plain and coastal areas and with a population of 5000 to 15000 in desert, hilly or tribal areas. These 
clusters typically illustrate potential for growth, have economic drivers and derive locational and competitive 
advantages.  
 
The larger outcomes envisaged under this Mission are:  

1. Bridging the rural-urban divide-viz: economic, technological and those related to facilities and services.  
2. Stimulating local economic development with emphasis on reduction of poverty and unemployment in 

rural areas.  
3. Spreading development in the region. 
4. Attracting investment in rural areas.  

 
Need for:  
According to the 2011 Census, India has more than 6 lakh villages while there are around 7,000 towns and 
urban centres. Out of a total population the rural population accounts for 69% and urban population 31%.  

● About 70% of the population lives in rural areas and about 50% of the overall labour force is still 
dependent on agriculture that is not productive enough.  

● Large parts of rural areas in the country are not stand-alone settlements but part of a cluster of 
settlements, which are relatively proximate to each other. These clusters typically illustrate potential 
for growth, have economic drivers and derive locational and competitive advantages. These clusters, 
once developed, can then be classified as 'Rurban'.  
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InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Rurban Mission.  
2. Key features.  
3. Rurban areas.  

4. Urban development in India.  
 
Mains Link: Discuss the concerns associated with 
Urban Development in India.  

 
Topics: Important Geophysical phenomena such as earthquakes, Tsunami, Volcanic activity, 
cyclone etc., geographical features and their location- changes in critical geographical 
features (including water-bodies and ice-caps) and in flora and fauna and the effects of such 
changes. 

1. Cyclone Jawad:  
Context:  
A deep depression in the Bay of Bengal has intensified into cyclonic storm Jawad and is likely to make landfall 
near Odisha and Andhra Pradesh.  
 
The name was given by?  

● Saudi Arabia has given the cyclone its name 'Jawad'. The meaning 'Jawad' is liberal or merciful. The 
carries significance as this cyclonic storm will not be as severe as the previous ones.  

 
How are cyclones formed?  
Cyclones are formed over the oceanic water in the tropical region.  
In this region, the sunlight is highest which results in warming of land and 
water surface. Due to warming of the surface, the warm moist air over the 
ocean rises upwards following which cool air rushes in to fill the void, they 
too get warm and rise — the cycle continues.   
 
But what creates the spin?  
Wind always blows from high pressure to low pressure areas. High pressure 
areas are created in the cold region while low is created in the warm regions. 
Polar regions are high pressure areas as the amount of sunlight here is less 
than the tropical region. So, wind blows from polar regions to tropical 
regions.  

● Then comes the Earth's movement, which is west to east. The Earth's rotation on its axis causes 
deflection of the wind (in the tropical region as the speed of spinning of Earth is higher compared to 
polar sides due to its spherical shape — blowing from both the polar regions. Wind coming from the 
Arctic is deflected to the right while Antarctic wind deflects to the left side.  

● So, wind is already blowing in a direction. But when it reaches the warmer place, cool air starts getting 
attracted to the centre to fill the gap. So while moving to the centre, cool air keeps getting deflected 
resulting in circulation of wind movement — this process continues until the cyclone hits the land.   

 
What happens when a cyclone hits the land?  
Cyclone dissipates when it hits the land as the warm water that rises and creates space for cool water is no 
longer available on land. Also, the moist air that rises up forms clouds leading to rains that accompany gusting 
winds during cyclones.  
 
Insta Curious: The World Meteorological Organisation (WMO) maintains rotating lists of names. But, how are 
cyclones named? Read this.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Factors responsible for the genesis of 
cyclones.  

2. Naming of cyclones in various regions of 
the world.  

3. Why are there more cyclones in Eastern 
coast of India? 

4. What is coriolis force?  
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5. What is the latent heat of condensation?  
 
Mains Link: Discuss the factors responsible for the 
formation of tropical cyclones.  

 
Link:https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/sto
rm-jawad-intensifies-into-a-cyclonic-storm-says-
imd/article37819389.ece.  

 

2. Why has the Northeast monsoon remained subdued this year? 
Context: 
Faced with the fourth consecutive year of flooding and landslips since 2018, two months of the northeast 
monsoon alone has caused massive losses in terms of damage to life, property, and crops.  

● The overall estimated damage caused by the rain in October and November alone has been pegged at 
₹11,916.3 crore and as per the State Disaster Response Fund (SDRF) norms, ₹1,281.92 crore.  

 
What is the Northeast monsoon? 

● Occurs during October to December, and is a small-scale monsoon compared to South- West Monsoon. 
● It is confined to the Southern peninsula. 
● The rainfall associated with the Northeast monsoon is important for Tamil Nadu, Puducherry, Karaikal, 

Yanam, coastal Andhra Pradesh, Kerala, north interior Karnataka, Mahe and Lakshadweep. 
● Some South Asian countries such as Maldives, Sri Lanka and Myanmar, too, record rainfall during 

October to December. 
 
How is La Niña linked with the Northeast monsoon? 
While La Niña conditions enhance the rainfall associated 
with the Southwest monsoon, it has a negative impact on 
rainfall associated with the Northeast monsoon. 
During La Niña years, the synoptic systems — low pressure 
or cyclones — formed in the Bay of Bengal remain 
significantly to the north of their normal position. 

● Besides, instead of moving westwards, these 
systems recurve. As they lie to the north of their 
normal position, not much rainfall occurs over 
southern regions like Tamil Nadu. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What is El Nino? 
2. What is La Nina? 
3. What is ENSO? 
4. When do these events occur? 
5. Impact of ENSO on Asia, Africa and 

Australia. 

 
Mains Link: Discuss the impact of La Nina weather 
phenomenon on India. 
 
Link:https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehin
du.com/news/national/karnataka/loss-from-
northeast-monsoon-pegged-at-119163-
crore/article37833877.ece/amp/.  

 

3. More Cyclones in Arabian Sea:  
Context:  
An analysis of past data of cyclones over North Indian Ocean (Bay of Bengal and Arabian Sea) during the period 
from 1891 to 2020 indicates that:  
● The frequency of “very severe cyclonic storms” has increased in recent years over the Arabian Sea. 

However, this has not measurably increased the threat to India's western coast, as most of these cyclones 
were making landfall in Oman and Yemen.  

● The Eastern Coast remained far more vulnerable to “Extremely Severe Cyclones” than the Western coast, 
but there was nevertheless “no significant trend” in the frequency of Extremely Severe Cyclonic Storms 
(ESCS).  

● The number of deaths due to cyclones has decreased significantly, as a result of the improvement in the 
early warning skill of the India Meteorological Department (IMD) under the Ministry of Earth Sciences 
(MoES).  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/storm-jawad-intensifies-into-a-cyclonic-storm-says-imd/article37819389.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/storm-jawad-intensifies-into-a-cyclonic-storm-says-imd/article37819389.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/storm-jawad-intensifies-into-a-cyclonic-storm-says-imd/article37819389.ece
https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehindu.com/news/national/karnataka/loss-from-northeast-monsoon-pegged-at-119163-crore/article37833877.ece/amp/
https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehindu.com/news/national/karnataka/loss-from-northeast-monsoon-pegged-at-119163-crore/article37833877.ece/amp/
https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehindu.com/news/national/karnataka/loss-from-northeast-monsoon-pegged-at-119163-crore/article37833877.ece/amp/
https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehindu.com/news/national/karnataka/loss-from-northeast-monsoon-pegged-at-119163-crore/article37833877.ece/amp/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2021/05/24/cyclone-yaas/


 

www.insightsonindia.com       26  InsightsIAS 

● The effective mitigation measures and response actions by the National Disaster Management Authority 
(NDMA) and Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) have also improved.  

 
Factors responsible for this:  
1. Surface temperatures in the Arabian Sea have increased rapidly during the past century due to global 

warming. Temp. Now is 1.2–1.4 °C higher than the temperature witnessed four decades ago. These warmer 
temperatures support active convection, heavy rainfall, and intense cyclones.  

2. The rising temperature is also enabling the Arabian Sea to supply ample energy for the intensification of 
cyclones.  

3. The Arabian Sea is also providing conducive wind shear for cyclones. For instance, a higher level easterly 
wind drove the depression of Cyclone Ockhi from the Bay of Bengal to the Arabian Sea.  

 
Naming of Cyclones:  
Know how Cyclones are named here.  
 
Insta Curious: Do you know the differences between Supercell and Mesocylone? Reference.  
 
Did you know that a very severe cyclone is defined as one with wind speeds touching 220 kmph? It is the fourth 
highest category of cyclones, just below “Extremely Severe Cyclones''.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Factors responsible for the genesis of 
cyclones.  

2. Naming of cyclones in various regions of 
the world.  

3. Why are there more cyclones in Eastern 
coast of India?  

4. What is coriolis force?  

5. What is the latent heat of condensation?  
 
Mains Link: Discuss the factors responsible for the 
formation of tropical cyclones.  
 
Link:https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehin
du.com/news/national/more-cyclones-in-arabian-
sea-in-recent-years/article37917633.ece/amp/.  

 

4. Pacific ring of fire:  
Context:  
A 7.3-magnitude earthquake struck eastern Indonesia.  

● The epicentre was in the Flores Sea, north of East Nusa Tenggara province.  
 
Why Indonesia is vulnerable to earthquakes?  
Indonesia sit along the Ring of Fire region, an area where most of the world’s volcanic eruptions occur. The 
Ring of Fire has seen a large amount of activity in recent days, but Indonesia has been hit hard due to its 
position on a large grid of tectonic plates. 
Indonesia is at the meeting point of three major continental plates – the Pacific, the Eurasian and the Indo-
Australian plates – and the much smaller Philippine plate. As a result, several volcanoes on the Indonesian 
islands are prone to erupting. Indonesia is home to roughly 400 volcanoes, out of which 127 are currently 
active, accounting for about a third of the world’s active volcanoes. 
 
What is the Ring of Fire?  
The Ring of Fire is a Pacific region home to over 450 volcanoes, including three of the world’s four most active 
volcanoes – Mount St. Helens in the USA, Mount Fuji in Japan and Mount Pinatubo in the Philippines. It is also 
sometimes called the circum-Pacific belt.  

● Around 90% of the world’s earthquakes occur in the Ring of Fire, and 80% of the world’s largest 
earthquakes. 

 
Location:  
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● It stretches along the Pacific Ocean coastlines, where the Pacific Plate grinds against other, smaller 
tectonic plates that form the Earth’s crust – such as the Philippine Sea plate and the Cocos and Nazca 
Plates that line the edge of the Pacific Ocean.  

● The 40,000 kilometre horse-shoe-shaped ring loops from New Zealand to Chile, passing through the 
coasts of Asia and the Americas on the way.  

 
Risk:  
The people most at risk from activity in the Ring of Fire are in the US west coast, Chile, Japan and island nations 
including the Solomon Islands. These areas are most at risk because they lie on so-called subduction zones – 
which are boundaries that mark the collision between two of the planet’s tectonic plates. 
 
How was the Ring of Fire formed?  
The Ring of Fire is the result from subduction of oceanic tectonic plates beneath lighter continental plates. The 
area where these tectonic plates meet is called a subduction zone. 
 
Why does the Ring of Fire trigger earthquakes?  

● The world’s deepest earthquakes happen in subduction zone areas as tectonic plates scrape against 
each other – and the Ring of Fire has the world’s biggest concentration of subduction zones.  

● As energy is released from the earth’s molten core, it forces tectonic plates to move and they crash up 
against each other, causing friction. The friction causes a build-up of energy and when this energy is 
finally released it causes an earthquake. If this happens at sea it can cause devastating tsunamis.  

● Tectonic plates usually only move on average a few centimetres each year, but when an earthquake 
strikes, they speed up massively and can move at several metres per second.  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Pacific Ring of Fire.  
2. Active Volcanoes in the world.  
3. Barren Island.  

4. Earthquake waves.  
 
Mains Link: What is Pacific Ring of Fire? Explain its 
relevance in the case of recent volcanic eruption in 
Indonesia?  

 

5. IMD has predicted a cold wave in Northwest India 
Context: 
The India Meteorological Department (IMD) has predicted a cold wave in parts of Punjab, Haryana, Chandigarh, 
Gujarat, Rajasthan, and Uttar Pradesh over the next few days. 
 
Conditions for declaring cold waves: 
The IMD records a cold wave when the minimum temperature is equal to or less than 10 degrees Celsius at a 
weather station in the plains and is 4.5 degrees to 6.4 degrees below the normal temperature for that period. 
For hilly regions, a cold wave is declared when the minimum temperature is less than or equal to 0 degrees 
Celsius and the minimum temperature is 4.5 degrees to 6.4 degrees below the normal. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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Reasons for the Cold wave conditions in India: 

• Impact of Western disturbance: Cold wave conditions form due to lack of western disturbances. 
Western disturbances create precipitation and bring down day temperatures, but night temperatures 
remain steady. 

• Snowfall in the upper Himalayas: This creates a wind chill factor for the northern states of India 

• Downward subsidence of cold air: Subsiding air (from the upper Himalayas) further cools down 
creating low-temperature conditions over North India for a longer period. 

• La Nina is known to favor cold waves in North India. 
o It increases the severity of cold conditions, also the frequency and area covered under the 

grip of a cold wave become larger e.g. winters of October 2020 were colder than usual (17.2 
degrees Celsius, the lowest since 1962) due to the impact of La Nina in the pacific. 

 
Impact of cold wave conditions: 

• Impact on agriculture in North India: It creates a wider gap between day and night temperatures, this 
creates erratic winter conditions impacting agricultural practices in the Rabi season. 

• Impact on Cash crops: It might also affect the productivity of cash crops such as coffee (Coffee growth 
is extremely sensitive to variations in temperatures), which grows mainly in south India.  

• Impact on Human life: Cold wave conditions increase the risk of contracting flu, and could also lead to 
symptoms like nosebleeds and runny nose. It was also said to be responsible for the 2nd wave of COVID 
19 in many parts of North India. 

Sources: The Indian Express 
 
Insta Curious: Analyze the reasons behind the extra 
cold winters in parts of north India this year. (250 
words) Reference 
What is Magnetic Reconnection with respect to the 
sun’s surface? Reference  
 

InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 
1. Western Disturbances. 
2. La Nina  
Mains Link: How does the La Nina influence the 
cold wave conditions in winters of north India? 
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GENERAL STUDIES – 2 
 

Topics: Indian Constitution- historical underpinnings, evolution, features, amendments, 
significant provisions and basic structure; Comparison of the Indian constitutional scheme 
with that of other countries. 

1. Renunciation of Indian citizenship:  
Context:  
More than six lakh Indians renounced citizenship in the past five years, the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) 
informed the Lok Sabha.  

● The reason for a large number of Indians surrendering their citizenship was not stated in the reply.  
 
The citizenship act, 1955 prescribes 
three ways of losing citizenship:  

1. By renunciation:  
Any citizen of India of full age and 
capacity can make a declaration 
renouncing Indian citizenship 
● Such a declaration may not be 

accepted during war. 
● Even the minor children of the 

person who renounces 
citizenship stands to lose their 
Indian citizenship. However, 
when their children attain the 
age of eighteen, he may 
resume Indian citizenship.  

 
2. By termination:  

If a citizen of India voluntarily 
acquires the citizenship of another 
country, then he loses the 
citizenship of India However, this 
provision does not apply during 
times of war.  
 

3. By deprivation:  
Compulsory termination of Indian citizenship by the Central government, in the following conditions: 

● Obtained the citizenship by fraud.  
● Citizen has shown disloyalty to the Constitution of India.  
● Citizen has unlawfully traded or communicated during the times of war.  
● Within 5 years of naturalization, the said citizen is imprisoned for a term of two years.  
● Citizen has been ordinarily resident out of India for a period of 7 years.  

 
Insta Curious: Did you know that according to a Global Wealth Migration Review report, in 2019, India came 
second only to China when it came to high net worth individuals (HNIs) leaving the country?  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims link:  

1. Provisions related to citizenship in the 
constitution 

2. Acts and policies associated with 
citizenship 

3. Features related to citizenship Amendment 
Act, 2019 

4. Ways of acquiring citizenship and losing 
mentioned in the various acts 

5. Persons of Indian Origin (PIO)- features 
associated with.  

 
Mains link: What are the major concerns expressed 
against CAA, 2019?  
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2. Bill to amend Preamble:  
Context:  
Rajya Sabha Deputy Chairman Harivansh Narayan Singh has reserved his decision to allow the introduction of a 
private member’s Bill to amend the Preamble to the Constitution.  
 
About the Constitution (Amendment) Bill, 2021:  
Introduced by BJP Member from Kerala K J Alphons.  

● The Bill seeks to change the words in the Preamble “EQUALITY of status and of opportunity” to 
“EQUALITY of status and of opportunity to be born, to be fed, to be educated, to get a job and to be 
treated with dignity”.  

● It also seeks to replace the word “socialist” with “equitable”.  
● The Bill also proposes adding “access to information technology” and “happiness” as objectives.  

 
Four important aspects can be ascertained from the above text of the preamble:  

● Source of authority of the constitution: It derives its authority from the people of India.  
● Nature of Indian state: It declares India to be a sovereign, socialistic, secular democratic and 

republican polity.  
● Objectives of the constitution: It specifies justice, liberty, equality and fraternity as the objectives.  
● Date of adoption: Nov 26th, 1949.  

 
Preamble as part of the constitution:  

● In the Berubari Union Case (1960), the Supreme Court opined 
that the Preamble was not part of the constitution.  

● The above opinion was reversed in Keshavananda Bharati case 
in 1973; the SC held that Preamble is part of the constitution. 
This opinion was further clarified by the SC in LIC of India case 
(1995).  

 
Though preamble is part of the constitution;  

● It is a neither a source of power to legislature nor a prohibition 
upon the powers of legislature.  

● It is a non-justiciable, that is , its provisions are not enforceable 
in any courts of law.  

 
Preamble and its amendability:  

● In Keshavananda Bharati case, the court held that the basic 
elements or the fundamental features of the constitution as 
contained in the preamble cannot be altered by an amendment under article 368.  

● The preamble has been amended only once. That is- 42nd constitutional amendment act, 1976 when 
three new terms were added- Socialist, secular and integrity.  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Preamble.  
2. Key terms.  
3. 42nd CAA.  
4. Relevant cases.  
5. Amendability of Preamble.  

Mains Link: The Preamble is widely accepted as the 
epitome or soul and spirit of the Indian 
constitution. Discuss.  
 
Link:https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehin
du.com/news/national/protests-over-bjp-mps-bill-
to-amend-preamble/article37825001.ece/amp/.  

 

3. Anti-defection law:  
Context:  
The Congress Party has written to the Speaker, Meghalaya Legislative Assembly seeking disqualification of 10 of 
the 12 MLAs that recently deserted the Party to join the All India Trinamool Congress (AITMC).  
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Why the 10th schedule might not apply here?  
The 10th Schedule of the Indian Constitution commonly referred to as the Anti-defection Act says that 
disqualification on ground of defection will not apply in case of a split.  

● Where a member of a House claims that he/she and any other members of his/her legislature party 
constitute the group representing a faction which has arisen as a result of a split in the original political 
party and such group consists of not less than two-thirds of the members of such legislature party, 
he/she shall not be disqualified.  

● From the time of such split, the faction shall be deemed to be the political party to which he/she 
henceforth belongs.   

 
Relevance: the Tenth Schedule of the Indian Constitution:  
Popularly known as the anti-defection law.  

● It specifies the circumstances under which changing of political parties by legislators invites action 
under the law.  

● It was added to the Constitution by the 52nd Amendment Act.  
● It includes situations in which an independent MLA, too, joins a party after the election.  

 
The law covers three scenarios with respect to shifting of political parties by an MP or an MLA. These include:  

1. When a member elected on the ticket of a political party “voluntarily gives up” membership of such a 
party or votes in the House against the wishes of the party.  

2. When a legislator who has won his or her seat as an independent candidate joins a political party after 
the election.  

In the above two cases, the legislator loses the seat in the legislature on changing (or joining) a party.  
3. Relates to nominated MPs. In their case, the law gives them six months to join a political party, after 

being nominated. If they join a party after such time, they stand to lose their seat in the House.  
 
Matters related to disqualification:  

● Under the anti-defection law, the power to decide the disqualification of an MP or MLA rests with the 
presiding officer of the legislature.  

● The law does not specify a time frame in which such a decision has to be made.  
● Last year, the Supreme Court observed that anti-defection cases should be decided by Speakers in 

three months’ time.  
 
However, Legislators may change their party without the risk of disqualification in certain circumstances. 
Exceptions:  

1. The law allows a party to merge with or into another party provided that at least two-thirds of its 
legislators are in favour of the merger.  

2. On being elected as the presiding officer of the House, if a member, voluntarily gives up the 
membership of his party or rejoins it after he ceases to hold that office, he won’t be disqualified.  

 
Loopholes in the law:  
Those against say that voters elect individuals in the election and not parties and hence the Anti-Defection law 
is infructuous.  
 
Insta Curious: Did you know that the initial attempts at creating the anti-defection law (1969, 1973) did not 
cover independent legislators joining political parties? Then, when were they included under the law? Have a 
brief overview about it here.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Names of various committees and 
commissions with regard to Anti Defection 
law. 

2. Committees vs Commissions. 

3. Decision of presiding officer vs Judicial 
review. 

4. Merger vs Split of political parties. 
5. Is anti- defection law applicable to the 

presiding officer? 
6. Relevant Supreme Court cases and verdicts. 
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Mains Link: Examine the provisions of Anti- defection law. Has this law largely failed to meet its objective? 
Discuss.  
 

4. 6th Schedule of the Indian Constitution:  
Context:  
Various civil society groups in Ladakh have been demanding inclusion of Ladakh under the Sixth Schedule of 
the Constitution.  

● The demand for Sixth Schedule started after they felt that the Ladakh Autonomous Hill Development 
Council (LAHDC) in current form can no longer protect the interest of tribal as it did not have power to 
legislate or frame rules on subjects like land, jobs, and cultures.  

 
Need for:  

● It is estimated that more than 90% of Ladakh’s population is tribal. The primary Scheduled Tribes (STs) 
in Ladakh are Balti Beda, Bot (or Boto), Brokpa (or Drokpa, Dard, Shin), Changpa, Garra, Mon and 
Purigpa.  

● Thereby several distinct cultural heritages of these communities in Ladakh region needs to be 
preserved and promoted.  

 
About the Sixth Schedule:  

● It protects tribal populations and provides autonomy to the communities through creation of 
autonomous development councils that can frame laws on land, public health, agriculture and others.  

● As of now, 10 autonomous councils exist in Assam, Meghalaya, Tripura and Mizoram.  
● This special provision is provided under Article 244(2) and Article 275(1) of the Constitution.  

 
Key provisions:  

1. The governor is empowered to organise and re-organise the autonomous districts.  
2. If there are different tribes in an autonomous district, the governor can divide the district into several 

autonomous regions.  
3. Composition: Each autonomous district has a district council consisting of 30 members, of whom four 

are nominated by the governor and the remaining 26 are elected on the basis of adult franchise.  
4. Term: The elected members hold office for a term of five years (unless the council is dissolved earlier) 

and nominated members hold office during the pleasure of the governor.  
Each autonomous region also has a separate regional council.  

5. Powers of councils: The district and regional councils administer the areas under their jurisdiction. 
They can make laws on certain specified matters like land, forests, canal water, shifting cultivation, 
village administration, inheritance of property, marriage and divorce, social customs and so on. But all 
such laws require the assent of the governor.  

6. Village councils: The district and regional councils within their territorial jurisdictions can constitute 
village councils or courts for trial of suits and cases between the tribes. They hear appeals from them. 
The jurisdiction of high court over these suits and cases is specified by the governor.  

 
Insta Curious:  
Do you know about the Constitution (125th Amendment) Bill, 2019?  

● Introduced in the Rajya Sabha on February 6, 2019, the Bill provides for elected village municipal 
councils.  

● The Bill that is still active proposes that the State Election Commissions would hold elections to the 
autonomous councils, village and municipal councils.  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Difference between 5th and 6th schedule 
of Indian Constitution. 

2. Powers of governor under 5th 

3. Who can include or exclude areas under 
5th 

4. What are scheduled areas? 
5. Forest Rights Act- key provisions. 
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6. Tribal Advisory Councils- composition and 
functions. 

 
Mains Link: Differentiate between 5th and 6th 
schedules of the Indian constitution.  

 
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=GPH99EH6K.1&imageview=0.

 

5. Jammu and Kashmir Delimitation Commission:  
Context:  
The Jammu and Kashmir Delimitation Commission (headed by retired Supreme Court Judge Justice Ranjana 
Prakash Desai), has made the following recommendations:  

1. Increase six seats for the Jammu division and one for the Kashmir division.  
2. Reserve 16 seats for the Scheduled Caste (SC) and Schedule Tribe (ST) communities.  

 
Implications:  
J&K will have a 90-member Legislative Assembly now, up from 87 prior to the Centre’s decision to end J&K’s 
special constitutional position.  
 
Basis of these recommendations:  
The Jammu and Kashmir Delimitation Commission has said that it will base its final report on the 2011 Census 
and will also take into account the topography, difficult terrain, means of communication and convenience 
available for the ongoing delimitation exercise.  
 
Delimitation exercise in J&K- a timeline:  

1. The first delimitation exercise, carving out 25 assembly 
constituencies in the then state, was carried out by a 
Delimitation Committee in 1951.  

2. The first full-fledged Delimitation Commission was formed in 
1981 and it submitted its recommendations in 1995 on the basis 
of 1981 Census. Since then, there has been no delimitation.  

3. In 2020, the Delimitation Commission was constituted to carry 
out the exercise on the basis of 2011 Census, with a mandate to 
add seven more seats to the Union Territory’ and grant 
reservations to SC and ST communities.  

4. Now, the total number of seats in Jammu and Kashmir will be raised to 90 from the previous 83. This is 
apart from 24 seats which have been reserved for areas of PoK and have to be kept vacant in the 
Assembly.  

 
What is delimitation and why is it needed?  
The Delimitation Commission for Jammu and Kashmir was constituted by the Centre on March 6 last year to 
redraw Lok Sabha and assembly constituencies of the union territory in accordance with the provisions of the 
Jammu and Kashmir Reorganisation Act, 2019 and Delimitation Act, 2002, passed by the Centre in August 
2019 along with other J&K-specific Bills.  

● Delimitation literally means the process of fixing limits or boundaries of territorial constituencies in a 
state that has a legislative body. 

 
Who carries out the exercise? 

● Delimitation is undertaken by a highly powerful commission. They are formally known as Delimitation 
Commission or Boundary Commission.  

● These bodies are so powerful that its orders have the force of law and they cannot be challenged 
before any court.  

 
Composition of the Commission: 
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According to the Delimitation Commission Act, 2002, the Delimitation Commission will have three members: a 
serving or retired judge of the Supreme Court as the chairperson, and the Chief Election Commissioner or 
Election Commissioner nominated by the CEC and the State Election Commissioner as ex-officio members. 
 
Constitutional Provisions: 

1. Under Article 82, the Parliament enacts a Delimitation Act after every Census. 
2. Under Article 170, States also get divided into territorial constituencies as per Delimitation Act after 

every Census. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Previous delimitation commissions- powers 
and functions. 

2. Composition of the commission. 
3. Who can set up? 
4. Are changes allowed in final orders? 
5. Which are the constitution provisions 

related? 

 
Mains Link: How and why delimitation of 
constituencies is carried out? Discuss.  
 
Link: https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/jk-
delimitation-commission-proposes-six-seats-for-
jammu-one-for-kashmir-earmarks-16-seats-for-sc-
st/article37996845.ece/amp/.  

 

6. ‘Right to be Forgotten’:  
Context:  
Last week, the Centre told the Delhi High Court that the “right to be forgotten” is part of the fundamental 
right to privacy, but added it has no significant role to play in the matter.  

● Petitions across courts have been seeking enforcement of this “right” — a legal principle that is not yet 
backed by statute in India.  

 
What is the right to be forgotten?  
It allows a person to seek deletion of private information from the Internet. The concept has found recognition 
in some jurisdictions abroad, particularly the European Union.  
 
What is the ‘Right to be Forgotten’ in the Indian context?  

● The Right to be Forgotten falls under the purview of an individual’s right to privacy, which is governed 
by the Personal Data Protection Bill that is yet to be passed by Parliament.  

● In 2017, the Right to Privacy was declared a fundamental right (under Article 21) by the Supreme 
Court in its landmark verdict (Puttuswamy case).  

● The court said at the time that “the right to privacy is protected as an intrinsic part of the right to life 
and personal liberty under Article 21 and as a part of the freedoms guaranteed by Part III of the 
Constitution”.  

 
Need for its recognition:  
At least eight petitions are pending before Delhi High Court seeking removal of private information from the 
Internet, court records of previous convictions and proceedings, and news reports of past events. Only a few 
have been able to get that relief from courts so far.  
 
Which countries have such laws?  

● European Union's General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR).  
● Russia in 2015 enacted a law that allows users to force a search engine to remove links to personal 

information on grounds of irrelevancy, inaccuracy and violation of law.  
● The right to be forgotten is also recognised to some extent in Turkey and Siberia, while courts in Spain 

and England have ruled on the subject.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About the Right to be forgotten.  

2. What is right to privacy?  
3. Highlights of Personal Data Protection Bill.  
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Mains Link: Discuss the significance of the right to be forgotten.  
 

7. Defamation case:  
Context:  
A defamation case has been filed against Punjab Congress chief Navjot Singh Sidhu for his speeches praising 
two party members for "being capable of making policemen wet their pants".  

● However, after the controversy, Sidhu said that the comment should not be taken literally. He said it's 
a way of saying the Congress "wields authority".  

 
What is defamation?  
Defamation is the communication of a false statement that harms the reputation of an individual person, 
business, product, group, government, religion, or nation.  
In India, defamation can both be a civil wrong and a criminal offence. The difference between the two lies in 
the objects they seek to achieve.  

● A civil wrong tends to provide for a redressal of wrongs by awarding compensation and a criminal law 
seeks to punish a wrongdoer and send a message to others not to commit such acts.  

 
Legal provisions:  
Criminal defamation has been specifically defined as an offence under section 499 of the Indian Penal Code 
(IPC).  
Civil defamation is based on tort law (an area of law which does not rely on statutes to define wrongs but takes 
from an ever-increasing body of case laws to define what would constitute a wrong).  

● Section 499 states defamation could be through words, spoken or intended to be read, through signs, 
and also through visible representations.  

● Section 499 also cites exceptions. These include “imputation of truth” which is required for the “public 
good” and thus has to be published, on the public conduct of government officials, the conduct of any 
person touching any public question and merits of the public performance. 

Section 500 of IPC, which is on punishment for defamation, reads, “Whoever defames another shall be 
punished with simple imprisonment for a term which may extend to two years, or with fine, or with both.”  
 
Misuse of the law and concerns associated:  

● The criminal provisions have often been used purely as a means of harassment.  
● Given the cumbersome nature of Indian legal procedures, the process itself turns into punishment, 

regardless of the merits of the case.  
● Critics argue that defamation law impinges upon the fundamental right to freedom of speech and 

expression and that civil defamation is an adequate remedy against such wrongs. 
● Criminal defamation has a pernicious effect on society: for instance, the state uses it as a means to 

coerce the media and political opponents into adopting self-censorship and unwarranted self-restraint.  
 
What has the Supreme Court said?  

1. In Subramanian Swamy vs Union of India case 2014, the Court approved the Constitutional validity of 
sections 499 and 500 (criminal defamation) in the Indian Penal Code, underlining that an individual’s 
fundamental right to live with dignity and reputation “cannot be ruined solely because another 
individual can have his freedom”.  

2. In August 2016, the court also passed strictures on the then Tamil Nadu Chief Minister J Jayalalithaa for 
misusing the criminal defamation law to “suffocate democracy” and, the court said, “public figures 
must face criticism”.  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Difference between criminal and civil 
defamations.  

2. Sections 499 and 500 of IPC are related to?  

3. What is tort law?  
4. Relevant Supreme Court judgments.  
5. Exceptions under section 499.  

 

Mains Link: Do you think defamation in India should be decriminalised? Is defamation and 
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contempt law anachronistic? Justify with suitable examples. 
 

Topics: Functions and responsibilities of the Union and the States, issues and challenges 
pertaining to the federal structure, devolution of powers and finances up to local levels and 
challenges therein. 

1. Private members’ Bills:  
Context:  
As many as 153 private members’ Bills were introduced in the Lok Sabha on Friday, including one that seeks 
protection from lynching and another wants compulsory teaching of the Bhagavad Gita in educational 
institutions.  
 
Who is a Private Member?  
Any MP who is not a Minister is referred to as a private member.  

● The purpose of private member’s bill is to draw the government’s attention to what individual MPs see 
as issues and gaps in the existing legal framework, which require legislative intervention.  

 
Admissibility of a private member’s Bill:  
The admissibility is decided by the Chairman for Rajya Sabha and Speaker in the case of Lok Sabha.  

● Its rejection by the House has no implication on the parliamentary confidence in the government or its 
resignation.  

 
The procedure is roughly the same for both Houses:  

● The Member must give at least a month’s notice before the Bill can be listed for introduction.  
● The House secretariat examines it for compliance with constitutional provisions and rules on legislation 

before listing.  
 
Is there any exception?  
While government Bills can be introduced and discussed on any day, private member’s Bills can be introduced 
and discussed only on Fridays.  
 
Has a private member’s bill ever become a law?  
As per PRS Legislative, no private member’s Bill has been passed by Parliament since 1970. To date, Parliament 
has passed 14 such Bills, six of them in 1956. In the 14th Lok Sabha, of the over 300 private member’s Bills 
introduced, roughly four per cent were discussed, the remaining 96 per cent lapsed without a single dialogue.  
 
Link: https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehindu.com/news/national/153-private-members-bills-
introduced-in-lok-sabha/article37832696.ece/amp/.  
 

2. The Belagavi border dispute between Maharashtra and Karnataka:  
Context:  
An inter-state dispute between Karnataka and Maharashtra dating back to the period of Independence and 
the reorganisation of states on linguistic lines in 1956 has reared its head again in the Belagavi region of 
Karnataka.  

● The latest flashpoint is following a series of minor incidents over the last week that have inflamed pro-
Kannada and pro-Marathi passions on the two sides of the border.  

 
Genesis of the dispute: 
The erstwhile Bombay Presidency, a multilingual province, included the present-day Karnataka districts of 
Vijayapura, Belagavi, Dharwad and Uttara-Kannada. 

● In 1948, the Belgaum municipality requested that the district, having a predominantly Marathi-
speaking population, be incorporated into the proposed Maharashtra state. 

● However, the States Reorganisation Act of 1956, which divided states on linguistic and administrative 
lines, made Belgaum and 10 talukas of Bombay State a part of the then Mysore State (which was 
renamed Karnataka in 1973). 
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The Mahajan Commission report:  
While demarcating borders, the Reorganisation of States Commission sought to include talukas with a 
Kannada-speaking population of more than 50 per cent in Mysore.  

● Opponents of the region’s inclusion in Mysore argued, and continue to argue, that Marathi-speakers 
outnumbered Kannadigas who lived there in 1956. 

● In September 1957, the Bombay government echoed their demand and lodged a protest with the 
Centre, leading to the formation of the Mahajan Commission under former Chief Justice Mehr Chand 
Mahajan in October 1966. 

 
Recommendations of the Commission: 
The Commission in its report in August 1967 recommended that 264 villages be transferred to Maharashtra 
(which formed in 1960) and that Belgaum and 247 villages remain with Karnataka. 
 
Later developments: 

● Maharashtra rejected the report, calling it biased and illogical, and demanded another review. 
● Karnataka welcomed the report, and has ever since continued to press for implementation, although 

this has not been formally done by the Centre. 
● Maharashtra continues to claim over 814 villages along the border, as well as Belgaum city, which are 

currently part of Karnataka.  
● Successive governments in Maharashtra have demanded their inclusion within the state– a claim that 

Karnataka contests.  
 
Insta Curious: Did you know that in 1950, the Constitution contained a four-fold classification of the states of 
the Indian Union—Part A, Part B, Part C and Part D States?  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About Mahajan Commission.  
2. About the States Reorganisation Act of 1956.  

 
Mains Link: Discuss the key features of the States Reorganisation Act of 1956.  
 

Topics: Separation of powers between various organs dispute redressal mechanisms and 
institutions. 

1. Disruptions in Parliament:  
Context:  
As Parliament adjourned sine die recently, the presiding officers of the Lok Sabha and the Rajya Sabha 
expressed concern over the continuous disruption.  
 
Performance of the houses:  

1. Rajya Sabha utilised only 47.9% of its allotted time during the 18 sittings. Out of the total scheduled 
sitting time of 95 hours six minutes, the Rajya Sabha transacted only 45 hours of business.  

2. The House performed “much below its potential” in this session, a situation that owed much to the 
suspension of 12 Rajya Sabha members at the beginning of the session for its entirety that pretty much 
drew the battle lines in Parliament deeper than before.  

3. The Lok Sabha saw 83 hours and 20 minutes of business being conducted with 18 hours and 48 minutes 
of disruption.  

 
What's the issue?  
Previously, even Chief Justice N.V. Ramana had complained about a lack of debate in Parliament. He said, it is 
a “sorry state of affairs” and that absence of quality debate leaves many aspects of the laws unclear, increasing 
the burden on the court.  
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What next?  
Such comments should be viewed in the context of the functioning of legislatures marked by persistent 
disruptions, unruly behaviour and violent actions which have deleterious effects.  

● The best way to counter them is to ensure proper functioning of the legislatures by ensuring their 
dignity and decorum since such comments are finding resonance with the public from what they see 
about the functioning of the legislatures.  

 
What's the main concern now?  
Disruption is replacing discussion as the foundation of our legislative functioning.  

● A PRS (PRS Legislative Research) report says during the 15th Lok Sabha (2009-14), frequent disruptions 
of Parliamentary proceedings have resulted in the Lok Sabha working for 61% and Rajya Sabha for 66% 
of its scheduled time.  

● Another PRS report said, the 16th Lok Sabha (2014-19) lost 16% of its scheduled time to disruptions, 
better than the 15th Lok Sabha (37%), but worse than the 14th Lok Sabha (13%).  

● The Rajya Sabha lost 36% of its scheduled time. In the 15th and 14th Lok Sabhas, it had lost 32% and 
14% of its scheduled time respectively.  

 
Reasons for Disruption:  

1. Discussion on Matters of Controversy and Public Importance.  
2. Disruptions May Help Ruling Party Evade Responsibility.  
3. Lack of Dedicated Time for Unlisted Discussion.  
4. Scarce Resort to Disciplinary Powers.  
5. Party Politics.  

 
What needs to be done?  

● To curb disorder in Parliament there is a need for strict enforcement of code of conduct for MPs and 
MLAs.  

● The Chairperson should suspend MPs not following such codes and obstructing the Houses’ business.  
● The government of the day needs to be more democratic and allow the opposition to put their ideas in 

free manner.  
● A “Productivity Meter” could be created which would take into consideration the number of hours that 

were wasted on disruptions and adjournments and monitor the productivity of the day-to-day working 
of both Houses of Parliament.  

 
Conclusion:  
Agreements and disagreements on issues may be reflected in debates and not through disruption” and the 
smooth conduct of the House was the responsibility of all stakeholders and must run with the collective will 
and consensus of all.  
 
Insta Curious: Do you know the differences between Adjournment and Adjournment Sine Die? Reference: read 
this.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Sessions of Parliament.  
2. Who summons the sessions?  
3. Roles and powers of Speaker of Lok Sabha 

during a session.  
4. Joint Sitting.  
5. Articles 74 and 75 of the Constitution.  

 
Mains Link: Highlight the issues associated with 
frequent disruptions of Parliament. Suggest 
measures to ensure smooth functioning of the 
Parliament.  
 
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=G2S9APBGU.1&imageview=0.  

 

2. Executive shows a trend to disrespect court orders:  
Context:  
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Chief Justice of India N.V. Ramana recently said there is a growing tendency to disregard and even disrespect 
the Court orders by the executive which is supposed to assist and co-operate for the rule of law to prevail in 
the nation.  

● Highlighting the challenges before the judiciary, the Chief Justice of India said a ‘non-cooperative 
executive’ is one of the concerns.  

 
Need of the hour:  
The executive needs to assist and co-operate for the rule of law to prevail in the nation. Unless the executive 
and legislation make sincere efforts to fill the judicial vacancies, appoint prosecutors, strengthen infrastructure, 
and make laws with a clear foresight and stakeholder analysis, the judiciary cannot be held responsible alone.  
 
Significant role played by judiciary in nation-building:  

● In the Kesavananda Bharti case, the Court for the first time expounded on its power to review 
amendments to the constitution.  

● It was only through such an exposition that the 39th Amendment Act was struck down in the Indira 
Gandhi vs. Raj Narain case.  

 
The power of judicial review:  
The power of judicial review is often sought to be branded as judicial overreach. Such generalisations are 
misguided. The Constitution created three co-equal organs, and in this context, the judiciary has been given the 
role of reviewing the legality of steps taken by the other two organs. If the judiciary does not have the power of 
judicial review, then the functioning of democracy in this country would be unthinkable.  
 
What are the concerns now?  

● There is usually no impact assessment or basic scrutiny of constitutionality before passing of 
legislation. The minimum that is expected while drafting laws is that they abide by settled 
Constitutional principles. They must also think of providing effective remedies for issues that may arise 
out of the law. But these principles seemingly are being ignored. This directly results in the clogging of 
courts.  

● At times, there are also concerted campaigns in print and social media against judges if parties do not 
get a favourable order.  

● Rising number of media trials: New media tools have the enormous amplifying ability but appear to be 
incapable of distinguishing between right and wrong, good and bad and the real and fake.  

 
Need of the hour:  

1. There is a requirement for domain expertise in the judiciary. We need judges and lawyers with an 
understanding of developments across various fields.  

2. It is necessary to have continued judicial training from technical experts. Legal education needs to keep 
pace with the times and constantly update their curricula.  

3. The judiciary needs a tailor-made platform to meet the requirements such as virtual hearings.  
 
What is Judicial Review? 
Judicial review is the power of Judiciary to review any act or order of Legislative and Executive wings and to 
pronounce upon the constitutional validity when challenged by the affected person. 
 
Judicial review present in India: 

1. The power of Judicial Review comes from the 
Constitution of India itself (Articles 13, 32, 136, 
142 and 147 of the Constitution). 

2. The power of judicial review is evoked to protect 
and enforce the fundamental rights guaranteed in 
Part III of the Constitution. 

3. Article 13 of the Constitution prohibits the 
Parliament and the state legislatures from making 
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laws that “may take away or abridge the fundamental rights” guaranteed to the citizens of the country. 
4. The provisions of Article 13 ensure the protection of the fundamental rights and consider any law 

“inconsistent with or in derogation of the fundamental rights” as void. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What is JR? 
2. Evolution. 
3. Articles 13, 21 and 32. 

 
Mains Link: What is Judicial Review in the Indian 
Context? Discuss. 

 
Link:https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehin
du.com/news/national/andhra-pradesh/there-is-a-
growing-tendency-to-disregard-and-disrespect-
court-orders-among-executive-says-cji-
ramana/article38041626.ece/amp/.  

 

Topics: Parliament and State Legislatures – structure, functioning, conduct of business, 
powers & privileges and issues arising out of these. 

1. How are MPs' questions allowed, disallowed?  
Context:  
Over the last few sessions, MPs mainly from the Opposition have often alleged their questions have been 
disallowed in the Parliament.  
Some of the questions that were disallowed include:  

● Whether NRIs were harassed at airports and sent back.  
● Whether the Chinese have crossed the LAC in Ladakh.  

Reasons cited by Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha Secretariats for disallowing include lack of time and national 
security.  
 
MPs' right to question:  
In both Houses, elected members enjoy the right to seek information from various ministries and departments 
in the form of starred questions, unstarred questions, short notice questions and questions to private 
members.  
 
How are questions admitted?  

● Usually, MPs’ questions form a long list, which then go through a rigorous process of clearance.  
● The admissibility of questions in Rajya Sabha is governed by Rules 47-50 of the Rules of Procedure and 

Conduct of Business in the Council of States.  
● Once a question that fulfils the conditions of admissibility is received, the Secretariat sends it to the 

ministry concerned. Once the facts are received from the ministry, the question is further examined for 
admissibility.  

● A final list of questions is circulated to ministers, on the basis of which they frame their answers.  
 
What are starred, unstarred and other categories of questions?  
STARRED QUESTION: The member desires an oral answer from the minister. Such a question is distinguished 
by the MP with an asterisk. The answer can also be followed by supplementary questions from members.  
UNSTARRED QUESTION: The MP seeks a written answer, which is deemed to be laid on the table of the House 
by the concerned minister.  
SHORT NOTICE QUESTION: These are on an urgent matter of public importance, and an oral answer is sought. 
A notice of less than 10 days is prescribed as the minimum period for asking such a question.  
QUESTION TO PRIVATE MEMBER: A question can be addressed to a private member under Rule 40 of Lok 
Sabha’s Rules of Procedure, or under Rule 48 of Rajya Sabha’s Rules, provided that the question deals with a 
subject relating to some Bill, resolution or other matter for which that member is responsible.  
 
What kind of questions can be asked?  

● In Rajya Sabha, among various norms, the question “shall be pointed, specific and confined to one 
issue only; it shall not bring in any name or statement not strictly necessary to make the question 
intelligible; if it contains a statement the member shall make himself responsible for the accuracy of 
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the statement; it shall not contain arguments, inferences, ironical expressions, imputations, epithets or 
defamatory statements”.  

● In Lok Sabha, questions that are not admitted include: those that are repetitive or have been answered 
previously; and matters that are pending for judgment before any court of law or under consideration 
before a Parliamentary Committee.  

 
Insta Curious: In both Houses, the first hour of every sitting is usually devoted to asking and answering of 
questions, and this is referred to as the ‘Question Hour’.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. What is question hour?  
2. What is zero hour?  
3. What are starred questions?  
4. What are unstarred questions?  

 
Mains Link: Discuss the significance of Zero hour in 
parliament.  
 
Link:https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/e
xplained-mp-questions-are-allowed-7655219/lite/.  

 

2. Citizenship (Amendment) Act, 2019:  
Context:  
Two years after the Citizenship (Amendment) Act, 2019 (CAA) was passed by Parliament, the Ministry of Home 
Affairs (MHA) is yet to notify the rules governing the Act. The legislation cannot be implemented without the 
rules being notified.  
 
Background:  
The Citizenship (Amendment) Act, 2019 (CAA) was notified on December 12, 2019 and came into force from 
January 10, 2020.  
It seeks to amend the Citizenship Act, 1955.  
● The Citizenship Act,1955 provides various ways in which citizenship may be acquired.  
● It provides for citizenship by birth, descent, registration, naturalisation and by incorporation of the territory 

into India.  
 
About CAA:  
● The objective of the CAA is to grant Indian citizenship to persecuted minorities -- Hindu, Sikh, Jain, 

Buddhist, Parsi and Christian -- from Pakistan, Bangladesh and Afghanistan.  
● Those from these communities who had come to India till December 31, 2014, facing religious persecution 

in their respective countries, will not be treated as illegal immigrants but given Indian citizenship.  
● The Act provides that the central government may cancel the registration of OCIs on certain grounds.  
 
Exceptions:  
● The Act does not apply to tribal areas of Tripura, Mizoram, Assam and Meghalaya because of being 

included in the 6th Schedule of the Constitution.  
● Also areas that fall under the Inner Limit notified under the Bengal Eastern Frontier Regulation, 1873, will 

also be outside the Act's purview.  
 
Issues surrounding the law:  
● It violates the basic tenets of the Constitution. Illegal immigrants are distinguished on the basis of religion. 
● It is perceived to be a demographic threat to indigenous communities. 
● It makes illegal migrants eligible for citizenship on the basis of religion. This may violate Article 14 of the 

Constitution which guarantees the right to equality. 
● It attempts to naturalise the citizenship of illegal immigrants in the region. 
● It allows cancellation of OCI registration for violation of any law. This is a wide ground that may cover a 

range of violations, including minor offences.  
 
Opposition to the law:  
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● The constitutional and legal validity of the CAA has been challenged in the Hon’ble Supreme Court of India'. 
The Governments of Rajathan and Kerala have filed petitions under Article 131 (the Supreme Court shall, 
to the exclusion of any other court, have original jurisdiction in any dispute between the Government of 
India and one or more States).  

● The Central Government has received resolutions adopted by the Assemblies of Meghalaya, West Bengal, 
Tamil Nadu, Kerala and Punjab against the Act.  

 
Insta Curious: How NRC is different from CAA? Are there any similarities between the two? Reference:  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About CAA.  
2. Features.  
3. Religions covered.  
4. Countries Covered.  
5. Exceptions.  

Mains Link:  
Discuss the issues surrounding the implementation 
of CAA.  
 
Link:https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/tw
o-years-after-caa-was-passed-rules-governing-it-
yet-to-be-notified/article37916342.ece/amp/.  

 

3. Privilege Motion:  
Context:  
Two Trinamool Congress MPs and three of the Congress have moved a privilege motion against former Chief 
Justice of India and Rajya Sabha member Ranjan Gogoi over his remarks that he attended the House when he 
felt like doing so.  

● Since he joined the House in March 2020, Mr. Gogoi, a nominated member, has attended proceedings 
only six times.  

 
What do rules say?  
According to the rules, a member should attend at least one day during the session and if not, the member 
should apply for leave which has to be sanctioned by the House.  
 
What's the issue now?  
During a recent interview to the NDTV, Ranjan Gogoi was asked about his attendance in Parliament. The former 
CJI had cited Covid curbs and discomfort with the lack of social distancing and seating arrangements.  

● The motion says the statements constitute a breach and undermine the dignity of the House.  
 
What are Parliamentary Privileges?  
Parliamentary Privileges are certain rights and immunities enjoyed by members of Parliament, individually and 
collectively, so that they can “effectively discharge their functions”.  

1. Article 105 of the Constitution expressly mentions two privileges, that is, freedom of speech in 
Parliament and right of publication of its proceedings.  

2. Apart from the privileges as specified in the Constitution, the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908, provides 
for freedom from arrest and detention of members under civil process during the continuance of the 
meeting of the House or of a committee thereof and forty days before its commencement and forty 
days after its conclusion.  

 
Motion against breaches:  
When any of these rights and immunities are disregarded, the offence is called a breach of privilege and is 
punishable under law of Parliament.  

● A notice is moved in the form of a motion by any member of either House against those being held 
guilty of breach of privilege.  

 
Role of the Speaker/Rajya Sabha (RS) Chairperson:  
The Speaker/RS chairperson is the first level of scrutiny of a privilege motion. 
The Speaker/Chair can decide on the privilege motion himself or herself or refer it to the privileges committee 
of Parliament.  
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● If the Speaker/Chair gives consent under relevant rules, the member concerned is given an opportunity 
to make a short statement.  

 
Applicability:  

1. The Constitution also extends the parliamentary privileges to those persons who are entitled to 
speak and take part in the proceedings of a House of Parliament or any of its committees. These 
include the Attorney General of India.  

2. The parliamentary privileges do not extend to the President who is also an integral part of the 
Parliament. Article 361 of the Constitution provides for privileges for the President.  

 
Insta Curious: Are these Parliamentary Privileges defined under law ? Read Here  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Which provisions of the Constitution 
protect the privileges of the legislature?  

2. What is the procedure to be followed in 
cases of alleged breach of the legislature’s 
privilege?  

3. Composition and functions of Privileges 
Committees in Parliament and State 
Legislatures.  

4. What is the punishment for an individual 
who is found guilty of breaching the 
legislature’s privilege?  

5. Can the Courts intervene in matters 
involving breach of privileges of state 
legislatures?  

 
Mains Link: What do you understand by legislative 
privileges? Discuss the problem of legislative 
privileges as seen in India time to time.  
 
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=GDU99OP62.1&imageview=0.  

 

4. Public Accounts Committee:  
Context:  
The centennial celebrations of Parliament’s Public Accounts Committee was recently held.  
 
About PAC:  

1. The PAC is formed every year with a strength of not more than 22 members of which 15 are from Lok 
Sabha and 7 from Rajya Sabha.  

2. The term of office of the members is one year.  
3. The Chairman is appointed by the Speaker of Lok Sabha. Since 1967, the chairman of the committee is 

selected from the opposition.  
4. Its chief function is to examine the audit report of Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG) after it is 

laid in the Parliament.  
 
Limitations of the Public Accounts Committee:  

1. Broadly, it cannot intervene in the questions of policy.  
2. It can keep a tab on the expenses only after they are incurred. It has no power to limit expenses.  
3. It cannot intervene in matters of day-to-day administration.  
4. Any recommendation that the committee makes is only advisory. They can be ignored by the 

ministries.  
5. It is not vested with the power of disallowance of expenditures by the departments.  
6. Being only an executive body; it cannot issue an order. Only the Parliament can take a final decision on 

its findings.  
 
Insta Curious: Did you know that the Committee on Public Accounts was first set up in 1921 in the wake of the 
Montague-Chelmsford Reforms? Reference:  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Difference between Parliamentary vs 
Cabinet committees.  
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2. Standing vs select vs finance committees.  
3. Who appoints chairperson and members of 

these committees?  
4. Committees exclusive to only Lok Sabha.  
5. Committees where the Speaker is the 

chairperson.  

 
Mains Link: What are Parliamentary Standing 
committees? Why are they necessary? Discuss their 
roles and functions to bring out their significance.  

 

5. House panel to review Bill on raising marriage age of women:  
Context:  
Lok Sabha has sent the Prohibition of Child Marriage (Amendment) Bill, 2021 which seeks to raise the age of 
marriage for women to 21 to a standing committee.  
 
Rationale behind the legislation:  
The age of marriage should be uniformly applicable to all religions, caste, creed, overriding any custom or law 
that seeks to discriminate against women.  
 
The Bill would also amend:  

1. The Indian Christian Marriage Act, 1972.  
2. The Parsi Marriage and Divorce Act, 1936.  
3. The Muslim Personal Law (Shariat) Application Act, 1937.  
4. The Special Marriage Act, 1954.  
5. The Hindu Marriage Act, 1955.  
6. The Foreign Marriage Act, 1956.  

 
To know more about the Bill, its key provisions, significance and concerns, refer to this article covered by us 
recently.  
 
What are Parliamentary Committees?  
A parliamentary committee is a “committee which is 
appointed or elected by the House or nominated by the 
Speaker and which works under the direction of the 
Speaker and presents its report to the House or to the 
Speaker and the Secretariat”.  

● Parliamentary Committees are of two kinds - 
Standing Committees and ad hoc Committees. 
The former are elected or appointed every year 
or periodically and their work goes on, more or less, on a continuous basis. The latter are appointed on 
an ad hoc basis as need arises and they cease to exist as soon as they complete the task assigned to 
them.  

 
Constitutional Provisions:  
Parliamentary committees draw their authority from Article 105 (on privileges of Parliament members) and 
Article 118 (on Parliament’s authority to make rules for regulating its procedure and conduct of business).  
 
Composition of Departmentally-related standing committees (DRSCs):  

● Until the 13th Lok Sabha, each DRSC comprised 45 members — 30 nominated from Lok Sabha and 15 
from the Rajya Sabha.  

● However, with their restructuring in July 2004, each DRSC now has 31 members — 21 from Lok Sabha 
and 10 from Rajya Sabha, to be nominated by Lok Sabha Speaker and Rajya Sabha chairman, 
respectively.  

● They are appointed for a maximum period of one year and the committees are reconstituted every 
year cutting across party lines.  

 
Significance of Parliamentary Committee System:  
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1. Inter-Ministerial Coordination.  
2. Instrument For Detailed Scrutiny.  
3. Acting As Mini-Parliament.  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Jaya Jailtley committee was constituted for 
the purpose of?  

2. Legal provisions related to minimum age of 
marriage for men and women in India.  

3. Key provisions of Special Marriage Act, 
1954.  

4. Overview of the Prohibition of Child 
Marriage Act, 2006.  

5. Standing vs select vs finance committees.  
6. Who appoints chairperson and members of 

these committees?  

7. Committees exclusive to only Lok Sabha.  
8. Committees where Speaker is the 

chairperson.  
 
Mains Link: Do you think minimum age for 
marriage for men and women should be raised? 
Discuss.  
 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=GHQ9ALQUP.1&imageview=0. 

 

Topics: Salient features of the Representation of People’s Act. 

1. Bill on voter ID-Aadhaar link:  
Context:  
The Election Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2021 seeks to amend the Representation of the People Act to bring in 
key reforms including voluntary linkage of voter ID with Aadhaar.  
 
Need for linking of Aadhaar and Voter ID:  
This has been a demand of the Election Commission ever since 2015. The EC had launched the National 
Electoral Law Purification and Authentication Programme to link the Aadhaar number with the voter ID 
number. It said the linking will weed out multiple enrolments in the name of one person.  

● At that time, the programme was stalled as the Supreme Court ordered that the use of Aadhaar will 
remain optional to avail of welfare schemes.  

● Following this, the EC modified its proposal and said the linking will be optional.  
 
Other provisions in the Bill:  
It will provide registration of new voters on four qualifying dates in place of the existing January 1 of every 
year.  

● At present, anyone turning 18 on or before January 1 will be eligible to be registered as a voter. Anyone 
born after January 1 will have to get enlisted only after a year.  

● According to the bill, along with January 1, there will be three other qualifying dates - April 1, July 1 and 
October 1 - in every calendar year.  

The amendments also allow the elections to become gender neutral for service voters.  
● The amendment will help replace the word 'wife' with the word 'spouse' making the statutes "gender 

neutral".  
● At present, an Armyman's wife is entitled to be enrolled as a service voter, but a woman officer's 

husband is not. With 'wife' being replaced by the term 'spouse', this will change.  
 
What Are The Issues Raised Over Voter ID-Aadhaar Seeding?  

● The proposal fails to specify the extent of data sharing between the ECI and UIDAI databases, the 
methods through which consent will be obtained, and whether consent to link the databases can be 
revoked.  

● In the absence of a robust personal data protection law — a Bill in that regard is yet to clear Parliament 
— any move to allow sharing of data can prove to be problematic. There would be an intrusion to the 
privacy of the individual.  
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Insta Curious: Do you know about the National Electoral Roll Purification and Authentication Programme 
(NERPAP)? When was it launched? Reference: read this.  
 
Do you know about the Supreme Court's 2015 protection of privacy judgment in the Justice KS Puttaswamy 
(Retd) & Another Vs Union of India case that had challenged “the validity of Aadhaar scheme and Aadhaar Act, 
2016"? Read this.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About the Right to Privacy.  
2. Puttaswamy judgment.  
3. NERPAP.  
4. Electoral Reforms Bill.  

 

Mains Link: Discuss the issues and concerns 
associated with the linking of Aadhar to Voter IDs.  
 
Link:https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/bill
-which-seeks-to-link-electoral-rolls-with-aadhaar-
listed-for-introduction-in-lok-
sabha/article37990309.ece.  

 

Topics: Appointment to various Constitutional posts, powers, functions and responsibilities 
of various Constitutional Bodies. 

1. Collegium System:  
Context:  
The government has said that there was a call from within the judiciary and parliamentarians to change the 
collegium system for appointment of judges.  

● A draft memorandum of procedure for bringing transparency and accountability to the system was 
submitted by the Government to the Supreme Court, and it was pending.  

 
Who appoints judges to the SC?  
In exercise of the powers conferred by clause (2) of Article 124 of the Constitution of India, the appointments 
are made by the President of India.  

● The names are recommended by the Collegium.  
 
Eligibility to become a Supreme Court judge:  
The norms relating to the eligibility has been envisaged in the Article 124 of the Indian Constitution. 

1. To become a judge of the Supreme court, an individual should be an Indian citizen. 
2. In terms of age, a person should not exceed 65 years of age. 
3. The person should serve as a judge of one high court or more (continuously), for at least five years or 

the person should be an advocate in the High court for at least 10 years or a distinguished jurist.  
 
Collegium System:  
It is the system of appointment and transfer of judges that has evolved through judgments of the SC, and not 
by an Act of Parliament or by a provision of the Constitution.  

● The SC collegium is headed by the CJI and comprises four other senior most judges of the court.  
● A HC collegium is led by its Chief Justice and four other senior most judges of that court.  

 
Is the collegium’s recommendation final and binding?  
The collegium sends its final recommendation to the President of India for approval. The President can either 
accept it or reject it. In the case it is rejected, the recommendation comes back to the collegium. If the 
collegium reiterates its recommendation to the President, then he/she is bound by that recommendation.  
 
Common criticism made against the Collegium system:  

● Opaqueness and a lack of transparency. 
● Scope for nepotism. 
● Embroilment in public controversies. 
● Overlooks several talented junior judges and advocates. 

 
Reforms needed:  
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1. A transparent and participatory procedure, preferably 
by an independent broad-based constitutional body 
guaranteeing judicial primacy but not judicial 
exclusivity. 

2. It should ensure independence, reflect diversity, 
demonstrate professional competence and integrity. 

3. Instead of selecting the number of judges required 
against a certain number of vacancies, the collegium 
must provide a panel of possible names to the 
President to appointment in order of preference and 
other valid criteria.  

 
Insta Curious: Do you know about the National Judicial Appointments Commission (NJAC) Bill passed by both 
the Houses of Parliament? This was declared ultra vires by the Supreme Court in 2015.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. What is Collegium System?  
2. How SC judges are appointed and 

removed?  
3. How HC judges are appointed and 

removed?  

4. Constitutional provisions in this regard.  
 
Mains Link: Write a note on National Judicial 
Appointments Commission.  
 
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=GDU99OP60.1&imageview=0.  

 

2. Questioning the impartiality of the Election Commission:  
Context:  
The opposition has questioned the impartiality of the upcoming elections in five states after Chief Election 
Commissioner (CEC) Sushil Chandra and Election Commissioners Rajiv Kumar and Anup Chandra Pandey 
attended an online interaction called by the Prime Minister's Office (PMO).  

● Critics have said that the PMO cannot call the EC for such interactions as the poll panel is an 
independent body.  

 
What has the Centre said?  
An official communication from the Law Ministry, which is the administrative ministry of the Commission, said 
the meeting had been called to discuss electoral reforms. Also, the Ministry claimed that the session was an 
“informal interaction”.  
 
What's the issue now?  

● The “directive” from the PMO has raised concerns about the independent functioning of the 
Commission, whose autonomy successive CECs have sought to protect zealously.  

● The “informal interaction” has also raised questions about the neutrality of the Commission, especially 
when elections to crucial States are around the corner.  

 
How independence of the EC is ensured by the Constitution?  
The Election Commission is a constitutional authority whose responsibilities and powers are prescribed in the 
Constitution of India under Article 324.  

1. The Election Commission is insulated from executive interference.  
2. It is the Commission which decides the election schedules for the conduct of elections, whether 

general elections or by-elections.  
3. It is the Commission which decides on the location of polling stations, assignment of voters to the 

polling stations, location of counting centres, arrangements to be made in and around polling stations 
and counting centres and all allied matters.  

4. The decisions of the Commission can be challenged in the High Court and the Supreme Court of India 
by appropriate petitions.  
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5. By long-standing convention and several judicial pronouncements, once the actual process of elections 
has started, the judiciary does not intervene in the actual conduct of the polls.  

 
Communication between EC and the Government:  

● The EC’s communication with the Government on election matters is through the bureaucracy — 
either with its administrative ministry — the Law Ministry or the Home Ministry for the deployment of 
security forces during elections.  

● In such cases, the Home Secretary is often invited in front of a full commission where the three 
commissioners are also present.  

● The Law Ministry spells out the fine print on law for the country and is expected not to breach the 
constitutional safeguard provided to the commission to ensure its autonomy.  

 
Recent such incidents:  

● During the 2019 Lok Sabha Elections, the EC under Chief Election Commissioner Sunil Arora gave a 
clean chit to Prime Minister Narendra Modi, who in an election rally in Latur, had referenced his 
campaign with an appeal on behalf of the armed forces.  

● There have also been various violations of the model code of conduct during the 2019 Lok Sabha 
Elections.  

● This year, the Commission’s belated decision in banning election campaigns in the midst of a 
rampaging pandemic, raised eyebrows.  

 
Insta Curious: Have you heard of A-WEB (Association of World Election Bodies)? Is India a member? Read Here.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Article 243 vs 324, similarities and 
differences in powers of state election 
commissions vs Election Commission of 
India.  

2. Appeals against decisions of Election 
Commissions.  

3. Elections to Parliament and state 
legislatures vs Local Bodies.  

 
Mains Link: Are the State Election Commissions in 
India as independent as the Election Commission of 
India? Discuss.  
 
Link:https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/ex
plained-questioning-the-impartiality-of-the-
election-commission/article37995269.ece/amp/.  

 

3. Election of Speaker:  
Context:  
Maharashtra Governor Bhagat Singh Koshyari and the Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA) government are locked in a 
tussle over the election of the Speaker of the Assembly.  
 
What's the issue now?  
Following the Assembly elections of 2019, Nana Patole of the Congress was elected Speaker of the House. But 
the post fell vacant in February 2021, after Patole resigned and was subsequently appointed president of the 
state Congress.  

● Thereafter, Deputy Speaker Narhari Zirwal Sitaram of the NCP conducted the proceedings in the 
Legislative Assembly. However, the post fell vacant due to internal differences among the parties in the 
coalition.  

● Now, the government wants to hold the election through voice vote instead of a secret ballot (As per 
the latest amendments). But, the governor has questioned the constitutionality of this decision.  

 
What amendments were made to the Rules last week?  
Last week, the government moved a motion in the Assembly seeking amendments to Rules 6 (election of 
Assembly Speaker) and 7 (election of Deputy Assembly Speaker) by voice vote instead of a secret ballot. The 
amendments were proposed by the Rules Committee of the legislature.  
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● The amendments excluded the words “holding of the election” and included the words “to elect the 
Speaker on the recommendation of the Chief Minister” in Rule 6 of Maharashtra Legislative Assembly 
Rules.  

● The amendments also replaced the provision of election of the Speaker by “secret ballot” with “voice 
vote”.  

 
Criticisms:  
The Opposition has argued that the Rules cannot be amended in the absence of the Speaker.  
 
What is the government’s position?  
The government has argued that the amendments are in line with the Rules that are in practice in Lok Sabha, 
the Upper House of the state legislature, and in the Assemblies of a several others states.  

● It has also said that the amendments would put an end to horse-trading.  
● The government said it was within the powers of the legislature to amend the Rules.  

 
Why is the approval of the Governor required to elect the Speaker of the Assembly?  
The date for the Speaker’s election is notified by the Governor.  
As per Rule 6 of the Maharashtra Legislative Assembly Rules, “The Governor shall fix a date for the holding of 
the election and the Secretary shall send to every member notice of the date so fixed.”  

● Therefore, the election of the Speaker can take place only after the Governor fixes the date for it.  
 
So what is the way forward now?  
The situation is very odd. While Rule 6 mandates that the Governor should fix the date for the election, the 
amendment says that the Governor should fix the date on the advice on the CM. It is a conflict between two 
constitutional entities.  

● Sources in the government said it would explore legal options to see whether the election of the 
Speaker could be held without the consent of the Governor. But the former Secretary of the House said 
it would be difficult to hold the election.  

 
Know more about Speaker’s roles and functions here.  
 
Insta Curious: Did you know that the Constitution does not specify the process of holding these elections? That 
is left to the state legislatures. It also does not set a timeframe other than to say the elections should be held 
“as soon as may be”.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Election of Speaker.  
2. Functions.  
3. Powers.  
4. Removal.  
5. Grounds for removal.  
6. Committees he is associated with.  

 
Mains Link: Discuss the roles and functions of the 
Speaker.  
 
Link:https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/t
ussle-election-maharashtra-assembly-speaker-
7694753/lite/.  

 

Topics: Statutory, regulatory and various quasi-judicial bodies. 

1. Law Commission of India:  
Context:  
The Government has informed the Supreme Court that appointment of the Chairperson and Members of the 
22nd Law Commission of India is under consideration.  
 
What's the issue?  
The 22nd Law Commission was constituted by the Government on February 21, 2020. However, no progress 
has been made in the appointments till date and the short affidavit filed by the Law Ministry in the court does 
not explain the reasons for the day.  
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The ‘doctrine of separation of power’:  
During the hearing, the Government invoked the ‘doctrine of separation of power’, which says that one arm of 
governance should not encroach into that of another.  
 
About the law commission of India:  
It is an executive body established by an order of the Government of India.  

● Originally formed in 1955, the commission is reconstituted every three years and so far, 277 reports 
have been submitted to the government.  

● The last Law Commission, under Justice B.S. Chauhan (retd.), had submitted reports and working 
papers on key issues such as simultaneous elections to the Lok Sabha and the Assemblies and a 
uniform civil code.  

 
Composition:  

● Apart from having a full-time chairperson, the commission will have four full-time members, including 
a member-secretary.  

● Law and Legislative Secretaries in the Law Ministry will be the ex-officio members of the commission.  
● It will also have not more than five part-time members.  
● A retired Supreme Court judge or Chief Justice of a High Court will head the Commission.  

 
Roles and functions:  

● The Law Commission shall, on a reference made to it by the Central Government or suo motu, 
undertake research in law and review of existing laws in India for making reforms and enacting new 
legislation.  

● It shall also undertake studies and research for bringing reforms in the justice delivery systems for 
elimination of delay in procedures, speedy disposal of cases, reduction in cost of litigation, etc.  

 
Reforms needed:  
The Law Commission should be brought under a statute with definite terms on appointments, its functions and 
powers spelt out.  
 
What is the doctrine of Separation of Power?  

● It refers to the model of governance where the executive, legislative and judicial powers are not 
concentrated in one body but instead divided into different branches.  

● It is not explicitly mentioned in the constitution.  
 
Articles in the Constitution facilitating Separation of Powers are as follows:  

● Article 50: State shall take steps to separate the judiciary from the executive. This is for the purpose of 
ensuring the independence of the judiciary.  

● Article 122 and 212: Validity of proceedings in Parliament and the Legislatures cannot be called into 
question in any Court. Also, Legislators enjoy certain privileges with regard to speech and anything said 
in the Parliament cannot be used against them.  

● Judicial conduct of a Judge of the Supreme Court and the High Court cannot be discussed in the 
Parliament and the State Legislature, according to Article 121 and 211 of the Constitution.  

● Articles 53 and 154 respectively, provide that the executive power of the Union and the State shall be 
vested with the President and the Governor and they enjoy immunity from civil and criminal liability.  

● Article 361: The President or the Governor shall not be answerable to any court for the exercise and 
performance of the powers and duties of his office.  

 
Insta Curious: Did you know that prior to independence, the First Law Commission was established in 1834 by 
the British Government under the Chairmanship of Lord Macaulay?  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. What is a PIL?  

2. Who can file?  
3. Powers of Supreme Court vs High Court wrt 

to PILs.  
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4. Articles in the Constitution facilitating 
Separation of Powers are as follows.  

 
Mains Link: What is the doctrine of Separation of 
Power? Discuss how it is followed under the Indian 
Constitution.  

 
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=GVH99778H.1&imageview=0.  

 
Topics: Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and issues 
arising out of their design and implementation. 

1. What is J&K’s Roshni Act? 
Context: 
A year after the High Court struck down the Roshni Act, the Jammu and Kashmir government has now begun an 
exercise to retrieve the land granted under this Act to beneficiaries.  
 
Background: 
There are allegations related to irregularities in the implementation of the Jammu and Kashmir States Land 
(vesting of ownership to the occupants) Act, also known as Roshini Act, which has now been declared null and 
void.  

● On November 1, 2020, the Union Territory administration cancelled all land transfers that took place 
under the JK State Land (Vesting of Ownership to the Occupants) Act, 2001.  

 
About the Roshini Act: 
Enacted in 2001, the law sought to regularise unauthorised land. 
The Act envisaged the transfer of ownership rights of state land to its occupants, subject to the payment of a 
cost, as determined by the government. 

● The government said the revenue generated would be spent on commissioning hydroelectric power 
projects, hence the name “Roshni”. 

● Further, through amendments, the  government also gave ownership rights of agricultural land to 
farmers occupying it for free, charging them only Rs 100 per kanal as documentation fee. 

 
Why it was scrapped? 

● In 2009, the State Vigilance Organisation registered an FIR against several government officials for 
alleged criminal conspiracy to illegally possess and vest ownership of state land to occupants who did 
not satisfy criteria under the Roshni Act. 

● In 2014, a report by the Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG) estimated that against the targeted Rs 
25,000 crore, only Rs 76 crore had been realised from the transfer of encroached land between 2007 
and 2013, thus defeating the purpose of the legislation. 

● The report blamed irregularities including arbitrary reduction in prices fixed by a standing committee, 
and said this was done to benefit politicians and affluent people. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What is Roshni Act? 
2. Features of the Act. 

3. Amendments. 
 
Mains Link: What is J&K’s Roshni Act? Why was it 
scrapped recently? Discuss. 

 

2. National Export Insurance Account (NEIA):  
Context:  
Government has approved financial aid for the period from 2021-22 to 2025-26 to NEIA Trust.  
 
What is NEIA? 
● National Export Insurance Account (NEIA) is a trust set up by the Ministry of Commerce and administered 

by Export Credit & Guarantee Corporation of India (ECGC).  
● NEIA Trust was established in 2006 to promote project exports from India that are of strategic and national 

importance.  
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● NEIA provides additional support to the insurance cover 
provided by ECGC for project exports making Indian 
project exporters more competitive and gain a stronger 
foothold in various jurisdictions, highlighting India’s 
capabilities to execute large projects abroad. 

 
Objectives:  
The National Export Insurance Account (NEIA) Trust aims to 
ensure the availability of credit risk cover for projects and 
other high-value exports, which are desirable from the point 
of view of national interest, but which ECGC is unable to 
underwrite due to capacity constraints or at terms, which are 
different from its regular policies.  
 
What does it do?  

● The NEIA Trust promotes Medium and Long Term (MLT) /project exports by extending (partial/full) 
support to covers issued by ECGC to MLT/project export. 

● It also supports to Exim Bank for Buyer’s Credit (BC-NEIA) tied to project exports from India. 
 
Step taken by GOI recently: 
Government approves continuation of the National Export Insurance Account (NEIA) scheme and infusion of Rs. 
1,650 crore Grant-in-Aid over 5 years.  
 
Significance of recent move of Government: 
The capital infusion in NEIA Trust will help the Indian Project Exporters (IPE) to tap the huge potential of 
project exports in focus market.  
● Support to project exports with Indian content sourced from across the country will enhance the 

manufacturing in India.  
● Corpus contribution of ₹1,650 Crore will enhance the underwriting capacity of the Trust. 
● It will enable NEIA to support project exports worth ₹33,000 Crore at full capacity utilization. 
● In turn this support will translate into an estimated output of domestically manufactured goods to the tune 

of ₹25,000 Crore approximately. 
 
NEIA- Performance highlights: 
● The NEIA Trust was set up in 2006 to promote Medium and Long-Term (MLT)/ project exports by enabling 

credit and political insurance. 
● NEIA supports projects which are commercially viable and are strategically important. 
● The corpus commitment of GOI is Rs.4000 crore and Maximum Liability Permissible is 20 times of the 

actual corpus. 
● The contribution received from the Government of India over the years, as of March 31,2021 was Rs.3,091 

crore. 
● Since inception, NEIA has extended 213 covers, with a consolidated project value of Rs. 53,000 crores, to 

52 countries as of 31st August 2021. 
● Its impact in enabling project exports has been most significant in Africa and South Asia. 
 
Insta Curious: Do you know about the RoDTEP scheme? Reference: read this.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Key features of the scheme.  
2. Eligibility.  

3. Benefits.  
 
Mains Link: Discuss the significance of the National 
Export Insurance Account (NEIA) Trust.  

 

3. Caste census:   
Context:  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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Bihar is planning to conduct State-specific caste-based exercise. This comes after a delegation of Bihar leaders 
led by CM had met Prime Minister Narendra Modi and urged him to hold caste census in the country but later, 
the Central Government had refused to hold the same.  
 
What's the issue?  
The Union government had told the Supreme Court that the caste-based data enumerated in the Socio-
Economic Caste Census (SECC) of 2011 was “unusable”, but in 2016, the Registrar-General and Census 
Commissioner of India had informed the Standing Committee on Rural Development that 98.87% of the data 
on individual caste and religion was “error free”.  
 
Why the data is “unusable” according to the government?  

● The government had said that the total number of castes surveyed in 1931 was 4,147, while the SECC 
figures show that there are more than 46 lakh different castes. Assuming that some castes may 
bifurcate into sub-castes, the total number can not be exponentially high to this extent.  

● The entire exercise was corrupted because the enumerators had used different spellings for the same 
castes. In many cases the respondents, the government said, had refused to divulge their castes.  

 
How have caste details been collected so far?  

1. While SC/ST details are collected as part of the census, details of other castes are not collected by the 
enumerators. The main method is by self-declaration to the enumerator.  

2. So far, backward classes commissions in various States have been conducting their own counts to 
ascertain the population of backward castes.  

 
What kind of caste data is published in the Census?  
Every Census in independent India from 1951 to 2011 has published data on Scheduled Castes and Scheduled 
Tribes, but not on other castes. Before that, every Census until 1931 had data on caste.  
 
What is SECC 2011?  
The Socio-Economic Caste Census of 2011 was a major exercise to obtain data about the socio-economic status 
of various communities.  

● It had two components: a survey of the rural and urban households and ranking of these households 
based on pre-set parameters, and a caste census.  

● However, only the details of the economic conditions of the people in rural and urban households were 
released. The caste data has not been released till now.  

 
Difference between Census & SECC:  

● The Census provides a portrait of the Indian population, while the SECC is a tool to identify 
beneficiaries of state support.  

● Since the Census falls under the Census Act of 1948, all data are considered confidential, whereas all 
the personal information given in the SECC is open for use by Government departments to grant 
and/or restrict benefits to households.  

 
Pros of caste census:  
The precise number of the population of each caste would help tailor the reservation policy to ensure equitable 
representation of all of them.  
 
Concerns associated:  

● There is a possibility that it will lead to heartburn among some sections and spawn demands for larger 
or separate quotas.  

● It has been alleged that the mere act of labelling persons as belonging to a caste tends to perpetuate 
the system.  

 
Insta Curious: Did you know that 'Ain-e-Akbari' included comprehensive data pertaining to population, 
industry, wealth and many other characteristics? What were the other contents of this? Reference:  
 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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https://www.insightsonindia.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/Caste-Census-in-India.pdf
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2018/01/11/1-according-socio-economic-caste-census-secc-landlessness-dependence-manual-casual-labour-livelihood-key-deprivations-facing-rural-families-india-today-li/
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ain-i-Akbari.
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InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. What is a census?  
2. Statutory provisions in this regard.  
3. How is the census carried out?  
4. Highlights of the Census 2011.  
5. About the National Commission for 

Backward.  

 
Mains Link: Discuss the need for and significance of 
caste-based census.  
 
Link:https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehin
du.com/news/national/other-states/caste-census-
nitish-agreed-to-state-specific-exercise-in-bihar-
says-tejashwi-yadav/article37805044.ece/amp/.  

 

4. What is the negative imports list for defence?  
Context:  
The Government has brought in few changes in its negative imports list policy. This includes:  

● The armed forces will now be able to import defence equipment in certain circumstances even if it 
figures in the negative import list.  

● This includes scenarios where there is an “immediate requirement” that domestic industry cannot 
cater to, or if the safety of soldiers is at stake due to inadequacies in an indigenous product.  

● There is also a provision now to review or remove items mentioned in the negative import list, which 
was first formulated in August 2020.  

 
What is the negative imports list policy/positive indigenisation list?  
Introduced in August 2020, the negative list essentially means that the Armed Forces—Army, Navy and Air 
Force—will only procure such items from domestic manufacturers.  

● The manufacturers could be private sector players or Defence Public Sector Undertakings (DPSUs).  
 
Why was this policy needed? What will be the impact?  
As per Stockholm International Peace Research Institute, India has been the second largest importer between 
2014 and 2019 with US$ 16.75 billion worth of imports during this period.  

● The government wants to reduce the dependence on imported items in defence and give a shot in 
the arm to the domestic defence manufacturing industry.  

● By denying the possibility of importing the items on the negative list, the domestic industry is given 
the opportunity to step up and manufacture them for the needs of the forces.  

 
2nd list:  
The Defence Ministry notified the second negative import list, in May 2021, of 108 items that can now be only 
purchased from indigenous sources. The new list takes the total number on the list to 209.  

● The list comprises complex systems, sensors, simulator, weapons and ammunitions like helicopters, 
next generation corvettes, Air Borne Early Warning and Control (AEW&C) systems, tank engines.  

 
Significance and implications of this move:  

1. Recognises the potential of local defence industry.  
2. Invigorate impetus to domestic Research and Development by attracting fresh investment into 

technology and manufacturing capabilities.  
3. Provides an excellent opportunity for ‘start-ups’ as also Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs).  

 
Insta Curious: Do you know there is a negative list maintained by taxing authorities too?(Though not directly 
related to this article, it is good to know) : READ HERE (No need to remember everything) 
Report on trends in global military expenditure:  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. When was this policy introduced?  
2. Features.  
3. Exceptions.  

4. Implementing ministry.  
 
Mains Link: Discuss the need for and significance of 
the policy.  
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5. Dam Safety Bill 2019:  
Context:  
The Rajya Sabha has passed the Dam Safety Bill, 2019.  

● The Bill was passed in the Lok Sabha on 2 August, 2019.  
 
Concerns raised:  

● The bill is too focused on structural safety and not on operational safety.  
● There is inadequate compensation to the people affected by dams.  
● There is need for an independent regulator as well as for a precise definition of stakeholders.  
● Many states say it encroaches upon the sovereignty of States to manage their dams, and violates the 

principles of federalism enshrined in the Constitution. They see it as an attempt by the Centre to 
consolidate power in the guise of safety concerns.  

  
Why Centre is introducing this Bill?  
Though the subject does not fall under the purview of Parliament, the Centre has decided to introduce this bill 
mainly because dam safety is an issue of concern in the country. And there are no legal and institutional 
safeguards in this regard. 
 
Highlights of Dam Safety Bill, 2019:  

● The Bill provides for proper surveillance, inspection, operation and maintenance of all specified dams in 
the country to ensure their safe functioning.  

● The Bill provides for constitution of a National Committee on Dam Safety which shall evolve dam 
safety policies and recommend necessary regulations as may be required for the purpose.  

● The Bill provides for establishment of National Dam Safety Authority as a regulatory body which shall 
discharge functions to implement the policy, guidelines and standards for dam safety in the country.  

● The Bill provides for constitution of a State Committee on Dam Safety by State Government.  
  
Significance:  

● The Bill will help all the States and Union Territories of India to adopt uniform dam safety procedures 
which shall ensure safety of dams and safeguard benefits from such dams. This shall also help in 
safeguarding human life, livestock and property.  

● It addresses all issues concerning dam safety including regular inspection of dams, Emergency Action 
Plan, comprehensive dam safety review, adequate repair and maintenance funds for dam safety, 
Instrumentation and Safety Manuals.  

● It lays onus of dam safety on the dam owner and provides for penal provisions for commission and 
omission of certain acts.  

  
Need for:  

● Over the last fifty years, India has invested substantially in dams and related infrastructures, and ranks 
third after USA and China in the number of large dams. 5254 large dams are in operation in the country 
currently and another 447 are under construction.  

● In addition to this, there are thousands of medium and small dams. 
● While dams have played a key role in fostering rapid and sustained agricultural growth and 

development in India, there has been a long felt need for a uniform law and administrative structure 
for ensuring dam safety.  

● The Central Water Commission, through the National Committee on Dam Safety (NCDS), Central Dam 
Safety Organization (CDSO) and State Dam Safety Organizations (SDSO) has been making constant 
endeavours in this direction, but these organizations do not have any statutory powers and are only 
advisory in nature.  

● This can be a matter of concern, especially since about 75 percent of the large dams in India are more 
than 25 years old and about 164 dams are more than 100 years old.  

● A badly maintained, unsafe dam can be a hazard to human life, flora and fauna, public and private 
assets and the environment.  

● India has had 42 dam failures in the past.  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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Link: https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehindu.com/news/national/rajya-sabha-passes-dam-safety-bill-
after-four-hour-discussion/article37815143.ece/amp/.  
 

6. Uttarakhand’s Char Dham Act:  
Context:  
Uttarakhand government has announced the withdrawal of the Char Dham Devasthanam Management Act. 
The decision will lead to the abolition of Uttarakhand Char Dham Devasthanam Management Board, which has 
been facing protests from priests and other stakeholders of four shrines and Vishwa Hindu Parishad (VHP).  
 
Environmental Concerns About the Project:  

● The project may destroy about 690 hectares of forests with 55,000 trees and evacuate an estimated 20 
million cubic metres of soil.  

● Ruthless harvesting or uprooting of vegetation in 
the widening of roads can prove to be perilous for 
the biodiversity and regional ecology.  

 
What is Chardham Project?  

● The project comprises improvement as well as the 
development of 889 km length of national 
highways.  

● The project will connect Badrinath Dham, 
Kedarnath Dham, Gangotri, Yamunotri, and part of the route leading to Kailash Mansarovar yatra.  

 
Role in National Security:  
This project can act as the strategic feeder roads which connect the India-China border with the Army camps in 
Dehradun and Meerut where missile bases and heavy machinery are located.  
 
Supreme Court views on the project:  
Supreme Court (SC), in November 2020, had spoken of the need to balance national security concerns with 
environmental issues in the context of the Army’s request to expand the CharDham Project (CDP) roads 
leading to the Indo-China border.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Overview of the project.  
2. Important National Parks and wildlife 

sanctuaries in the region.  
3. Important rivers flowing through these 

places.  
4. Difference between National Parks and 

Wildlife Sanctuaries.  

 
Mains Link: Discuss the significance of Chardham 
Project. 
 
Link:https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/e
xplained-why-uttarakhand-char-dham-
devasthanam-board-disbanded-7649216/.  

 

7. It’s time to define limits of sedition, says SC:  
Context:  
The Assam Police have charged the editor and co-owner of a local news portal in the Barak Valley with sedition 
(under 124A) for an editorial deemed to promote enmity between the Assamese and Bengali-speaking people 
of the State.  

● The Barak Valley is dominated by Bengalis and the Brahmaputra Valley by the Assamese speakers.  
 
Background:  
The sedition law has been indiscriminately used against critics, journalists, social media users, activists and 
citizens for airing their grievances about the governments COVID-19 management, or even for seeking help to 
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gain medical access, equipment, drugs and oxygen cylinders, especially during the second wave of the 
pandemic.  
 
What is sedition?  
Section 124A of the IPC states, "Whoever, by words, either spoken or written, or by signs, or by visible 
representation, or otherwise, brings or attempts to bring into hatred or contempt, or excites or attempts to 
excite disaffection towards, the government established by law in shall be punished with imprisonment for life, 
to which fine may be added, or with imprisonment which may extend to three years, to which fine may be 
added, or with fine."  
 
Need for a proper definition?  
The sedition law has been in controversy for far too long. Often the governments are criticized for using the 
law — Section 124-A of the Indian Penal Code (IPC) — against vocal critics of their policies.  

● Therefore, this Section is seen as a restriction of individuals' freedom of expression and falls short of 
the provisions of reasonable restrictions on freedom of speech under Article 19 of the Constitution.  

The law has been in debate ever since it was brought into force by the colonial British rulers in 1860s. Several 
top freedom movement leaders including Mahatma Gandhi and Jawaharlal Nehru were booked under the 
sedition law.  

1. Mahatma Gandhi described it as the “prince among the 
political sections of the Indian Penal Code designed to 
suppress the liberty of the citizen.”  

2. Nehru had described it as “highly objectionable and 
obnoxious” which “should have no place in any body of laws 
that we might pass”. Nehru said, “The sooner we get rid of it 
the better.”  

 
Relevant Supreme Court judgements:  

1. The Kedar Nath Singh vs State of Bihar case (1962):  
While dealing with offences under Section 124A of the IPC, a five-
judge Supreme Court constitutional bench had, in the Kedar Nath 
Singh vs State of Bihar case (1962), laid down some guiding 
principles.  

● The court ruled that comments-however strongly worded-
expressing disapprobation of the actions of the government 
without causing public disorder by acts of violence would 
not be penal.  

 
2. The Balwant Singh vs State of Punjab (1995) case:  

In this case, the Supreme Court had clarified that merely shouting slogans, in this case Khalistan Zindabad, does 
not amount to sedition. Evidently, the sedition law is being both misunderstood and misused to muzzle dissent.  
 
Recent views of Supreme Court:  
The Supreme Court, in June 2021, said “it is time to define the limits of sedition”.  

● The observation was made while dealing with the writ petitions filed by two news channels seeking the 
quashing of FIR and contempt petitions.  

 
General observations made by the Court on Sedition:  

● It is time we define the limits of sedition.  
● Provisions of 124A (sedition) and 153 (promoting enmity between classes) of the IPC require 

interpretation, particularly on the issue of the rights of press and free speech.  
 
Insta Curious: Do you know how Mr. K.M. Mushshi’s Amendment had removed ‘Sedition’ from the Constitution 
And how a SC judgement brought back Sedition Law in India? Read Here 
Despite having so many negatives, why do we still have this law? Read here:  
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InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Where is sedition defined?  
2. Section 124A of the IPC is related to?  
3. Section 153 of the IPC is related to?  
4. Relevant Supreme Court judgments.  
5. Article 19 of the Indian Constitution.  

 
Mains Link: Discuss the issues associated with the 
imposition of Sedition law in India.  
 
Link:https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehin
du.com/news/national/assam-editor-charged-with-
sedition/article37859434.ece/amp/.

 

8. Nod for Ken-Betwa link project:  
Context:  
The Union Cabinet has approved the funding and implementation of the Ken-Betwa river interlinking project 
at a cost of ₹44,605 crore at the 2020-21 price level.  

● The Centre would fund ₹39,317 crore for the project, with ₹36,290 crore as a grant and ₹3,027 crore as 
a loan.  

 
The Ken-Betwa river interlinking project will lead to the submergence of a major portion of the core area of 
the Panna Tiger Reserve in Madhya Pradesh, triggering a major loss of the tiger and its major prey species 
such as chital and sambar, according to a new study.  
 
What's the concern?  

● The project may incur an estimated loss of 58.03 square kilometres (10.07 per cent) of critical tiger 
habitat (CTH) in the reserve.  

● There will be an indirect loss of 105.23 sq km of CTH because of habitat fragmentation and loss of 
connectivity due to submergence, the study.  

● The total area submerged would be 86.50 sq km, of which 57.21 sq km lies within Panna Tiger Reserve. 
This will account for 65.50 per cent of total submergence.  

● The area that will be submerged due to the KBRIL Project has a rich floral density and diversity. 
Ungulates such as sambar, chital, blue bull and wild boar are found here.  

 
About the Project:  
The project involves transferring of water from the Ken river to the Betwa river through the construction of 
Daudhan dam and a canal linking the two rivers, the Lower Orr Project, Kotha Barrage and the Bina Complex 
Multipurpose Project.  
 
Significance of the Project:  
● The project is slated to irrigate 10.62 

lakh hectares annually, provide 
drinking water supply to 62 lakh 
people and generate 103 MW of 
hydropower and 27 MW of solar 
power.  

● The project will be of immense 
benefit to the water-starved 
Bundelkhand region, spread across 
Madhya Pradesh and Uttar Pradesh.  

● The project is expected to boost 
socio-economic prosperity in the backward Bundelkhand region on account of increased agricultural 
activities and employment generation.  

● It would also help in arresting distress migration from this region.  
 
Concerns associated:  
Several obstacles have dogged the project.  
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● The project will partly submerge the Panna Tiger Reserve in Madhya Pradesh and affect the habitat of 
vultures and jackals.  

● After years of protests, it was finally cleared by the apex wildlife regulator, the National Board for 
Wildlife, in 2016.  

 
Benefits of interlinking:  

1. Enhances water and food security.  
2. Proper utilisation of water.  
3. Boost to agriculture.  
4. Disaster mitigation.  
5. Boost to transportation.  

 
Key facts:  

● Ken and Betwa rivers originate in MP and are the tributaries of Yamuna.  
● Ken meets with Yamuna in Banda district of UP and with Betwa in Hamirpur district of UP.  
● Rajghat, Paricha and Matatila dams are over Betwa river.  
● Ken River passes through Panna tiger reserve.  

 
Insta Curious: Do you know about the National Perspective Plan for interlinking of rivers? Reference: read this.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About the Project.  
2. Ken and Betwa- tributaries and basin 

states.  
3. About Panna Tiger Reserve.  
4. Biosphere Reserves in India.  

 
Mains Link: Discuss the significance of the project.  
 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=GVH997722.1&imageview=0.  

 

9. Bills to Extend tenure of ED and CBI Chiefs:  
Context:  
Amid strong objection from the Opposition, the Lok Sabha has passed two Bills allowing the Centre to extend 
the tenure of the Enforcement Directorate (ED) chief and the CBI Director up to five years from the current 
fixed tenure of two years.  

● The Bills replace the ordinances brought in last month.  
 
About the Ordinances:  
The Union Government has brought in two ordinances allowing the service of the directors of the Enforcement 
Directorate (ED) and the Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) to be extended beyond their fixed tenure of at 
least two years up to a maximum of five years.  

● The extension can be given only one year at a time. That is, after a fixed two-year tenure, they may get 
three annual extensions.  

 
Laws amended:  

1. The change in tenure of the CBI Director was done by amending the Delhi Special Police Establishment 
Act, 1946.  

2. On the other hand, the changes to the tenure of the ED Director was brought in by amending the 
Central Vigilance Commission Act, 2003.  

 
Plea in Supreme Court on new Ordinances:  
Petitions have been filed in the Supreme Court urging the Supreme Court to quash the Ordinances, which allow 
the Government to extend the tenures of the chiefs of the Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) and 
Enforcement Directorate (ED) “in a piecemeal fashion” up to a maximum of five years.  
 
Issues:  
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● The petitioners said the Ordinances would leave the heads of the two top investigative bodies insecure 
about their tenure and erode their professional independence.  

● Also, no criteria has been provided save for a vague reference to ‘public interest’ which is based on 
the subjective satisfaction of the Respondents.  

● The Government's move has also drawn sharp criticism from the Opposition parties, which have 
accused it of taking the ordinance route despite the Parliament session beginning on November 29.  

 
On what grounds have these ordinances been challenged?  
About a year ago, the ED Director had been given a one-year extension retrospectively following the 
completion of a two-year fixed tenure. The move was challenged before the Supreme Court, which upheld the 
government's decision. However, it said that such a drastic measure should be taken only rarely.  

● The petitioners, who allege that the two ordinances are arbitrary and unconstitutional, cite the 
judgment, as well as the Apex Court verdict in Vineet Narain vs Union of India (1997) which held that 
the CBI and the ED chiefs should have a minimum tenure of two years.  

 
Insta Curious: Details of the Supreme Court verdict in Prakash Singh case and further orders: read here.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About CBI and its establishment.  
2. Provisions of DSPE Act.  
3. What is General Consent?  
4. What happens when general consent is 

withdrawn by states?  
5. About ED.  

 
Mains Link: Can withdrawal mean that the CBI can 
no longer probe any case? Discuss.  
 
Link:https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehin
du.com/news/national/lok-sabha-passes-bills-to-
extend-cbi-ed-directors-tenures-up-to-max-5-
years/article37915325.ece/amp/.  

 

10. Sedition law:  
Context:  
The Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) has clarified that there is no proposal under consideration to scrap Section 
124A of the Indian Penal Code (IPC) that deals with sedition.  
 
What is sedition law?  
The sedition law has been indiscriminately used against critics, journalists, social media users, activists and 
citizens for airing their grievances about the governments COVID-19 management, or even for seeking help to 
gain medical access, equipment, drugs and oxygen cylinders, especially during the second wave of the 
pandemic.  

● Section 124A of the IPC states, "Whoever, by words, either spoken or written, or by signs, or by visible 
representation, or otherwise, brings or attempts to bring into hatred or contempt, or excites or 
attempts to excite disaffection towards, the government established by law in shall be punished with 
imprisonment for life, to which fine may be added, or with imprisonment which may extend to three 
years, to which fine may be added, or with fine."  

 
Issues surrounding its misuse:  
The sedition law has been in controversy for far too long. Often the governments are criticized for using the 
law — Section 124-A of the Indian Penal Code (IPC) — against vocal critics of their policies.  

● Therefore, this Section is seen as a restriction of individuals' freedom of expression and falls short of 
the provisions of reasonable restrictions on freedom of speech under Article 19 of the Constitution.  

The law has been in debate ever since it was brought into force by the colonial British rulers in 1860s. Several 
top freedom movement leaders including Mahatma Gandhi and Jawaharlal Nehru were booked under the 
sedition law.  
 
Relevant Supreme Court judgements:  

1. The Kedar Nath Singh vs State of Bihar case (1962):  
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While dealing with offences under Section 124A of the IPC, a five-judge Supreme Court constitutional bench 
had, in the Kedar Nath Singh vs State of Bihar case (1962), laid down some guiding principles.  

● The court ruled that comments-however strongly worded-expressing disapprobation of the actions of 
the government without causing public disorder by acts of violence would not be penal.  

 
2. The Balwant Singh vs State of Punjab (1995) case:  

In this case, the Supreme Court had clarified that merely shouting slogans, in this case Khalistan Zindabad, does 
not amount to sedition. Evidently, the sedition law is being both misunderstood and misused to muzzle dissent.  
 
Need of the hour:  
The top court has observed that the “ambit and parameters of the provisions of Sections 124A, 153A and 505 
of the Indian Penal Code, 1860 would require interpretation, particularly in the context of the right of the 
electronic and print media to communicate news, information and the rights, even those that may be critical of 
the prevailing regime in any part of the nation”.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Where is sedition defined?  
2. Section 124A of the IPC is related to?  
3. Section 153 of the IPC is related to?  

4. Relevant Supreme Court judgments.  
5. Article 19 of the Indian Constitution.  

 
Mains Link: Discuss the issues associated with the 
imposition of Sedition law in India.  

 

11. Bank deposit insurance programme:  
Context:  
The Central government has highlighted the significance of increase in bank deposit insurance cover, in case of 
problems occurring such as closure, from Rs 1 lakh to Rs 5 lakh. PM Modi is to address the nation on Bank 
Deposit Insurance.  
 
Background:  
Earlier, there used to be a bank deposit insurance cover of Rs 1 lakh for the deposit of the same amount or 
more under the 'Deposit Insurance Credit Guarantee Scheme'.  
 
What is deposit insurance? How is it regulated in India?  

● Deposit insurance is providing insurance protection to the depositor’s money by receiving a premium.  
● The government has set up Deposit Insurance and Credit Guarantee Corporation (DICGC) under RBI to 

protect depositors if a bank fails.  
● DICGC charges 10 paise per ₹100 of deposits held by a bank. The premium paid by the insured banks to 

the Corporation is paid by the banks and is not to be passed on to depositors.  
● DICGC last revised the deposit insurance cover to ₹5 lakh in Feb, 2020, raising it from ₹ 1 lakh since 

1993.  
 
Deposit Insurance- Coverage:  

● Deposit insurance covers all deposits such as savings, fixed, current, recurring deposits, etc. in all 
commercial banks, functioning in India.  

● Deposits in State, Central and Primary cooperative banks, functioning in States/Union Territories are 
also covered.  

 
What is the procedure for depositors to claim the money from a failed bank?  

● The DICGC does not deal directly with depositors.  
● The RBI (or the Registrar), on directing that a bank be liquidated, appoints an official liquidator to 

oversee the winding up process.  
● Under the DICGC Act, the liquidator is supposed to hand over a list of all the insured depositors (with 

their dues) to the DICGC within three months of taking charge.  
● The DICGC is supposed to pay these dues within two months of receiving this list.  
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The DICGC does not include the following types of deposits:  
1. Deposits of foreign governments.  
2. Deposits of central/state governments.  
3. Inter-bank deposits.  
4. Deposits of the state land development banks with the state co-operative bank.  
5. Any amount due on account of any deposit received outside India.  
6. Any amount specifically exempted by the DICGC with previous approval of RBI.  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. What is deposit insurance? What is the 
present limit? Who is not covered?  

2. What is DICGC?  
3. RRBs vs Urban cooperative banks.  
4. BASEL norms- important targets.  

5. Where is Basel?  
6. CRAR vs Leverage ratio.  
7. What is priority sector lending?  

 
Mains Link: Write a note deposit insurance scheme 
and discuss its significance.  

 

12. Special status for Bihar:  
Context:  
Nitish Kumar has again raised his nearly 15-year-old demand for the status of special category state (SCS) for 
Bihar. Nitish has been seeking SCS for Bihar since at least 2007.  
 
Bihar's development vis-a-vis other states:  

● The latest report of the NITI Aayog puts Bihar among the bottom states in terms of growth rate and 
human development indices.  

● Bihar’s annual per capita income of Rs 50,735 lags the national figure of Rs 1,34,432 by a significant 
distance.  

● According to the report, 51.91 per cent of the state’s population — the highest in the country — lives 
below the poverty line.  

● Bihar is also doing badly in 
terms of school dropouts, 
child malnourishment, 
maternal health, and infant 
mortality.  

 
What is Special Category Status?  

● There is no provision of SCS 
in the Constitution; the 
Central government extends 
financial assistance to states 
that are at a comparative 
disadvantage against others.  

● This classification was done on the recommendations of the Fifth Finance Commission in 1969.  
It was based on the Gadgil formula. The parameters for SCS were: 

1. Hilly Terrain; 
2. Low Population Density And/Or Sizeable Share of Tribal Population; 
3. Strategic Location along Borders With Neighbouring Countries; 
4. Economic and Infrastructure Backwardness; and 
5. Nonviable Nature of State finances. 

 
Some prominent guidelines for getting SCS status:  

1. Must be economically backward with poor infrastructure.  
2. The states must be located in hilly and challenging terrain.  
3. They should have low population density and significant tribal population.  
4. Should be strategically situated along the borders of neighboring countries.  
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Who grants SCS status?  
Special Category Status for plan assistance was granted in the past by the National Development Council to the 
States that are characterized by a number of features necessitating special consideration. 

● Now, it is done by the central government.  
 
Benefits:  
Besides tax breaks and other benefits, the State with SCS will get 90% of all the expenditure on Centrally 
sponsored schemes as Central grant. The rest of the 10% will also be given as a loan at zero percent interest.  
 
Concerns associated:  
Considering special status to any new State will result in demands from other States and dilute the benefits 
further. It is also not economically beneficial for States to seek special status as the benefits under the current 
dispensation are minimal. Therefore, States facing special problems will be better off seeking a special package.  
 
Present scenario:  
The 14th Finance Commission has done away with the 'special category status' for states, except for the 
Northeastern and three hill states.  

● Instead, it suggested that the resource gap of each state be filled through ‘tax devolution’, urging the 
Centre to increase the states' share of tax revenues from 32% to 42%, which has been implemented 
since 2015.  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Special Category status.  
2. 14th Finance Commission.  
3. Finance Commission.  
4. Gadgil Formula.  

 

Mains Link: Discuss the issues surrounding the 
grant of Special Category Status to states.  
 
Link:https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/bi
har-special-status-nitish-kumar-demand-explained-
7672482/lite/.  

 

13. RBI allows Payments Banks, SFBs to conduct Govt agency business:  
Context:  
RBI allows Payments Banks, Small Finance Banks to conduct Govt agency business.  

● It will be subject to the condition that the concerned bank is not under the Prompt Corrective Action 
(PCA) framework or moratorium.  

 
Power of accrediting an agency bank:  
The choice of accrediting an agency bank (including scheduled private sector agency bank) for any particular 
government agency business rests solely with the concerned Central Government Departments /State 
Governments.  
 
Implications:  

● The Bank can now participate in government and other large corporations issued Request for Proposals 
(RFP), primary auctions, fixed-rate and variable rate repos, and reverse repos, along with participation 
in Marginal Standing Facility.  

● Also, the bank would now also be eligible to partner in government-run financial inclusion schemes.  
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What are Small Finance Banks?  
● Small finance banks are financial institutions 

that provide financial services to the 
country's underserved and unbanked areas.  

● They are registered as a public limited 
company under the Companies Act, 2013.  

● These banks, like other commercial banks, 
can engage in all basic banking activities, 
such as lending and accepting deposits.  

● The NachiketMor committee on financial 
inclusion suggested SFBs.  

● Small Finance Banks can't extend big loans. 
Cannot float subsidiaries or trade in high-
tech products.  

 
What are Payments bank?  
Payment banks were established to promote financial inclusion by offering; 'modest savings accounts and 
payments/remittance services to migratory labour workforce, low-income households, small enterprises, other 
unorganised sector entities, and other users.'  

● These banks can accept a restricted deposit, which is now capped at Rs 200,000 per person but could 
be raised in the future.  

● These banks are unable to provide loans or credit cards. Banks of this type can handle both current and 
savings accounts.  

● Payments banks can provide ATM and debit cards, as well as online and mobile banking.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About Payment Banks.  
2. About SFBs.  

3. SFBs vs PBs.  
4. On-tap licensing.  
5. Scheduled Commercial banks.  

 

14. India’s data protection Bill:  
Context:  
Nearly two years after it was constituted on 11 December 2019, the Joint Committee on the Personal Data 
Protection Bill, 2019, headed by BJP MP P.P. Chaudhary, has presented its final report on the upcoming bill in 
both Houses of Parliament on 16 December.  
 
Key recommendations:  

1. Remove the word ‘personal’ from the existing title of ‘Personal Data Protection Bill’. This is intended to 
reflect that the bill, in order to better ensure privacy, will also be dealing with non-personal data, such 
as personal data that has been anonymised.  

2. Amend the section restricting the transfer of personal data outside India to say “sensitive personal data 
shall not be shared with any foreign government or agency unless such sharing is approved by the 
central government.  

3. No social media platform be allowed to operate in India unless its parent company, which controls the 
technology powering its services, sets up an office in the country.  

4. It proposes a separate regulatory body to be set up to regulate the media.  
5. Jail term of up to 3 years, fine of Rs 2 lakh or both if de-identified data is re-identified by any person.  
6. The word ‘personal’ ought to be dropped from the name of the Bill.  
7. Central government may exempt any government agency from the legislation only under exceptional 

circumstances.  
 
How do these recommendations compare with EU regulation?  
The JCP recommendations on the Personal Data Protection Bill are in some aspects very similar to global 
standards such as European Union’s General Data Protection Regulation.  
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Similarities:  
Consent: Users must have informed consent about the way their data is processed so that they can opt in or 
out.  
Breach: Authorities must be notified of a breach within 72 hours of the leak.  
Transition period: Two-year transition period for provisions of GDPR to be put in place.  
Data fiduciary: Under EU law, a Data fiduciary is any natural or legal person, public authority, agency or body 
that determines purpose and means of data processing. In India, it also includes NGOs.  
 
The committee has recommended the formation of a Data Protection Authority (DPA):  
The Data Protection Authority (DPA) will be dealing with privacy and personal data as well as non-personal 
data.  
Composition of DPA: The Chairperson and the members of the DPA shall be appointed by the Union 
government based on the recommendation of a selection committee chaired by the Cabinet Secretary.  

● Other members of the committee would be the Attorney General of India, the IT and law secretaries.  
● Nominated members: An independent expert and a director each from the IIT and the IIM will be 

nominated by the Centre.  
 
Insta Curious: Did you know that the genesis of this Bill lies in the report prepared by a Committee of Experts 
headed by Justice B.N. Srikrishna? Read this.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Data protection bill. 
2. Key Provisions. 
3. Parliamentary panels. 
4. Puttaswamy judgment. 
5. Right to Privacy. 

Mains Link: Comment on the controversial 
provisions of the Personal Data Protection Bill, 
2019.  
 
Link:https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/d
ata-protection-india-versus-european-union-
7678664/lite/.  

 

15. Tamil Nadu makes it mandatory to stand while state song is being 
played:  

Context:  
The Tamil Nadu government has declared Tamil Thai Vaazhthu, a prayer song sung in praise of Mother Tamil, 
as the State Song.  

● A Government Order (GO) had been issued directing that everyone who is present during the rendition 
of the song, barring differently abled persons, should remain standing.  

 
What's the issue now?  
The order has come less than two weeks after the Madurai Bench of Madras High Court said (Kan. Ilango v. 
State case) that “There is no statutory or executive order requiring the attendees to stand up when Tamil 
Thai Vaazhthu is sung.”  
 
What has the Supreme Court in this regard previously?  

● The High Court referred to Bijoe Emmanuel vs. State of Kerala case (1986), in which the Supreme 
Court ordered the readmission to school of three children of the Jehovah’s Witnesses, who had been 
expelled for refusing to sing the national anthem. It was noted (by the Supreme Court) that there is no 
provision of law which obliges anyone to sing the National Anthem.  

● Again, while the Supreme Court had, in Shyam Narayan Chouksey v. Union of India (2017), directed 
that all cinema halls shall play the national anthem before the film and all present are obliged to stand, 
it had modified the original directions and made it “optional and not mandatory”.  

 
Questions raised by the High Court:  
While “it is true that the members of the audience conventionally stand up whenever Tamil Thai Vaazhthu is 
sung, the question is whether this is the only mode in which respect can be shown”.  
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● When we celebrate pluralism and diversity, insisting that there can be only one way of showing respect 
reeks of hypocrisy.  

● Also, it would be “false respect” if people respected something only by law, and a law that was made 
for that one person.  

 
Concerns associated:  

● Patriotic “vigilantes” may hackle people for not standing up.  
● Such restriction is not provided under Prevention of Insults to National Honour Act, 1971.  

 
Link: https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/tamil-thai-vaazhthu-state-song-stalin-7678270/lite/.  
 

16. Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act, 1960:  
Context:  
The Supreme Court has allowed Maharashtra to hold bullock cart races in the state till the pendency of the 
matter before the constitutional Bench of the apex court. It is a 400-year-old tradition.  
 
What's the issue?  

● Bullock cart races were banned in Maharashtra after the Supreme Court declared that the race as 
violative of the provisions of the central act in 2014.  

● After the Tamil Nadu government enacted a law to regulate jallikattu (taming of the bull), there was a 
demand to revive bullock races in Maharashtra.  

● In April 2017, the Maharashtra assembly had passed a legislation for resumption of bullock cart races 
across the state.  

● In August 2017, the Bombay High Court passed an interim order restraining the Maharashtra 
government from giving permission for bullock cart races anywhere in the state.  

● The state then approached the Supreme Court.  
 
Demands by Maharashtra:  
The Maharashtra government, on Wednesday, had told the SC that the ban on bullock cart races in the state 
should be lifted as the same is being conducted in the states like Tamil Nadu and Karnataka.  
 
What next?  
The SC, while allowing the resumption of bullock cart races, has observed that the validity of the amended 
provisions of the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act, 1960 and the rules framed by Maharashtra, which 
provided for bullock cart race in the state, would operate during the pendency of the petitions as the entire 
matter has been referred to a constitution Bench.  
 
About the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act, 1960: 

● Seeks to “prevent the infliction of unnecessary pain or suffering on animals”. 
● The Animal Welfare Board of India (AWBI) was established in 1962 under Section 4 of the Act. 
● This Act provides for punishment for causing unnecessary cruelty and suffering to animals. The Act 

defines animals and different forms of animals. 
● It provides the guidelines relating to experimentation on animals for scientific purposes. 

 
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (Care and Maintenance of Case Property Animals) Rules, 2017: 

● Framed under the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act, 1960. 
● The Rules allow a Magistrate to forfeit the cattle of an owner facing trial under the Act. 
● The animals are then sent to infirmaries, animal shelters, etc. 
● The authorities can further give such animals for “adoption”. 

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About PCA.  
2. PCA Rules.  

3. Key Provisions.  
4. Jallikattu.  

Mains Link: Discuss the concerns associated with 
Bullock Cart races conducted by Maharashtra.  
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 Link:https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/e
xplained-supreme-court-allows-bullock-cart-races-
in-maharashtra-here-is-why-7677296/lite/.  

 

17. Need for a Bill on lynching:  
Context:  
On December 18, a man was lynched to death by the Sikh Sangat (Sikh devotees) in Shri Harmandir Sahib 
Gurudwara (Golden Temple) in Amritsar over an alleged attempt to disrespect the holiest book of Sikh religion, 
Shri Guru Granth Sahib Ji.  

● Reports suggest the group alleged he was trying to desecrate Shri Guru Granth Sahib Ji.  
 
What's the issue?  
Notably, this is not the first time someone has been killed over accusations of sacrilege of a holy book linked to 
Sikhism. Several such lynchings have taken place in the recent past.  

● However, no political leader or the Police said a single word about people taking the law into their own 
hands and lynching the person accused of disrespecting the holy book.  

 
Recent incidents of mob lynching:  

● Last month in Assam, a 23-year-old student leader was allegedly killed by a mob.  
● In October a man was allegedly lynched, his limbs cut off and left to die at the Singhu Border, site of 

the farmers’ protest against the three farm laws.  
● In August, a bangle seller in Indore was reportedly beaten up by a mob for allegedly hiding his identity.  
● The man survived and was sent to judicial custody.  
● In May this year, a 25-year-old Gurugram man was allegedly lynched when he went out to buy 

medicines.  
 
What is meant by Lynching?  
Any act or series of acts of violence or aiding, abetting (encouraging) such act/acts thereof, whether 
spontaneous or planned, by a mob on the grounds of religion, race, caste, sex, place of birth, language, dietary 
practices, sexual orientation, political affiliation, ethnicity or any other related grounds.  
 
How are these cases handled?  
There is “no separate” definition for such incidents under the existing IPC. Lynching incidents can be dealt 
with under Section 300 and 302 of IPC.  

● Section 302 provides that whoever commits murder shall be punished with death or imprisonment for 
life and shall also be liable to fine. Offence of murder is a cognisable, non- bailable and non-
compoundable offence.  

 
SC guidelines:  

● There should be a “separate offence” for lynching and the trial courts must ordinarily award 
maximum sentence upon conviction of the accused person to set a stern example in cases of mob 
violence.  

● The state governments will have to designate a senior police officer in each district for taking 
measures to prevent incidents of mob violence and lynching.  

● The state governments need to identify districts, sub-divisions and villageswhere instances of 
lynching and mob violence have been reported in the recent past.  

● The nodal officers shall bring to the notice of the DGP about any inter-district co-ordination issues for 
devising a strategy to tackle lynching and mob violence related issues.  

● Every police officer shall ensure to disperse the mob that has a tendency to cause violence in the 
disguise of vigilantism or otherwise.  

● Central and the state governments shall broadcast on radio, television and other media platforms 
about the serious consequences of mob lynching and mob violence.  
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● Despite the measures taken by the State Police, if it comes to the notice of the local police that an 
incident of lynching or mob violence has taken place, the jurisdictional police station shall 
immediately lodge an FIR.  

● The State Governments shall prepare a lynching/mob violence victim compensation scheme in the light 
of the provisions of Section 357A of CrPC.  

● If a police officer or an officer of the district administration fails to fulfill his duty, it will be considered 
an act of deliberate negligence.  

 
Need of the hour:  

● Every time there is a case of honor killing, hate crimes, witch hunting or mob lynching we raise 
demands for special legislation to deal with these crimes.  

● But, the fact is that these crimes are nothing but murders and the existing provisions under IPC and 
CrPC are sufficient to deal with such crimes.  

● Coupled with the guidelines laid down in Poonawala’s case, we are sufficiently equipped to deal with 
mob lynching. However, what we lack is due enforcement of the existing laws and accountability of the 
enforcement agencies.  

 
Attempts by various states in this regard:  

● Manipur government came up first with its Bill against lynching in 2018, incorporating some logical and 
relevant clauses.  

● Rajasthan government passed a bill against lynching in August 2019.  
● West Bengal too came up with a more stringent Bill against lynching.  

 
Insta Curious: Do you know there is something like the United Nations Strategy and Plan of Action on Hate 
Speech? Reference: read this.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. States which have passed laws against mob 
lynching.  

2. What is Poonawala’s case?  
3. What are the provisions available against 

mob lynching under IPC?  
 

Mains Link: Mob Lynching has become a recurring 
phenomenon in India which is surging hate violence 
targeting religious and caste minorities. Explain the 
causative factors and suggest ways to address it.  
 
Link:https://indianexpress.com/article/cities/chand
igarh/punjab-kapurthala-youth-killed-sacrilege-
attempt-7680212/.  

 

18. Karnataka’s draft anti-conversion Bill:  
Context:  
The Karnataka government has prepared an anti-conversion Bill — which seems to be modeled after a similar 
law introduced by the state of Uttar Pradesh.  

● The draft of the Bill indicates that much like in Uttar Pradesh, this proposed law aims at penalising 
people who convert or try to convert others by ‘fraudulent means’ or by marriage.  

 
Highlights of the Karnataka Protection of Right to Freedom of Religion Bill, 2021:  

1. Any person found guilty of unlawfully converting another person will face a minimum jail term of three 
to five years and a fine of Rs 25,000.  

2. If the person ‘unlawfully converted’ is either a minor or a woman or belongs to the Scheduled Castes or 
Scheduled Tribes, the punishment is more — a minimum sentence of three years and a maximum of 
ten years imprisonment, and Rs 50,000 fine.  

3. In cases of ‘mass conversion’, the accused person can face three to ten years in prison and a fine of Rs 
1 lakh.  

4. An appropriate court will order the accused person to pay compensation to the “victim of conversion 
and this amount can go up to Rs 5 lakh, and must be paid by the accused over and above the fine under 
the law.  
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5. In case someone wants to convert to another religion voluntarily, there is a lengthy process in place 
and this applies to inter-faith marriages too.  

 
Challenges ahead:  
some of the provisions that the Karnataka government is aiming to introduce under its anti-conversion laws 
were stayed in another BJP-ruled state – Gujarat. In 2020, the Gujarat government had also brought in an 
amended anti-conversion law.  
However,  the Gujarat High Court had stayed some of the provisions in August 2021 — provisions like the one 
that places the burden of proof on those entering into an inter-faith marriage.  

● The Gujarat High Court noted that the provisions go against an individual’s right to choice and liberty, 
granted under the Constitution of India. So, since similar provisions are included in the Karnataka Bill 
too, it means the law goes against rights guaranteed by the Constitution.  

 
Background:  
States such as UP and MP have already brought strong laws against forced conversions. Haryana and Karnataka 
had also announced intentions to enact such laws.  

● But, the proponents say the recent events in the country proved that it is a pan-Indian racket and 
hence requires a Central law.”  

 
Rationale behind the enactment of anti-conversion laws:  

1. Threats of forceful conversion.  
2. Problem of Inducement or allurement.  
3. Religious conversion is not a Fundamental Right.  

 
What do critics say?  
Such laws have come under sharp criticism from several legal scholars who had contended that the concept of 
‘love jihad’ did not have any constitutional or legal basis.  

● They have pointed to Article 21 of the constitution which guarantees individuals the right to marry a 
person of one’s choice.  

● Also, under Article 25, freedom of conscience, the practice and conversion of religion of one’s choice 
including not following any religion, are also guaranteed.  

 
Supreme Court on Marriage and Conversion:  

1. The Apex Court of India in its several judgments has held that the state and the courts have no 
jurisdiction over an adult’s absolute right to choose a life partner.  

2. The Supreme Court of India, in both the Lily Thomas and Sarla Mudgal cases, has confirmed that 
religious conversions carried out without a bona fide belief and for the sole purpose of deriving some 
legal benefit do not hold water.  

3. Salamat Ansari-Priyanka Kharwar case of Allahabad High Court 2020: The right to choose a partner or 
live with a person of choice was part of a citizen’s fundamental right to life and liberty (Article 21).  

 
Need of the hour:  

1. There is a need for uniformity: Article 18 of the Universal Declaration on Human Rights mentions 
everyone has the right to freedom of religion including changing their faith. Since it is a state subject, 
the Centre can frame a model law like Model law on contract farming etc.  

2. States while enacting anti-conversion laws should not put any vague or ambiguous provisions for the 
person who wanted to convert of his own will.  

3. The anti-conversion laws also need to include a provision to mention the valid steps for conversion by 
minority community institutions.  

4. People also need to be educated about the provisions and ways of Forceful conversions, Inducement 
or allurement, etc.  

 
Insta Curious: Did you know that the Special Marriage Act, 1954 (SMA) was enacted to facilitate the marriage 
of couples professing different faiths? Reference:  
 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/25/u-p-unlawful-religious-conversion-prohibition-ordinance-2020/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/12/30/mp-anti-conversion-bill/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/04/10/article-21-of-the-constitution-provides-no-person-shall-be-deprived-of-his-life-or-personal-liberty-except-according-to-the-procedure-established-by-law-analyse-the-value-principle/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2015/09/10/4-what-article-25-guarantees-is-not-a-collective-religious-right-but-an-individuals-freedom-of-choice-in-the-light-of-recent-incidences-in-india-related-to-infringement-of-an-individual/
https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.indiatoday.in/amp/india/story/priyanka-kharwar-salamat-ansari-not-hindu-muslim-for-us-says-allahabad-high-court-cancels-case-against-man-1743644-2020-11-24
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/09/04/special-marriage-act-1954/


 

www.insightsonindia.com       70  InsightsIAS 

InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About Article 21.  
2. Article 25.  
3. About SMA.  

4. States which have passed anti-conversion 
laws.  

 
Mains Link: The right to choose a partner or live 
with a person of choice was part of a citizen’s 
fundamental right to life and liberty. Discuss.  

 

19. NDPS Bill, 2021:  
Context:  
The Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances (Amendment) Bill, 2021 was recently passed in Parliament.  

● It seeks to replace an ordinance promulgated on September 30 this year.  
 
Objective of the Bill?  
The bill was introduced by the government to 
rectify an error that made provisions in 
Section 27 of the Act — providing for 
punishment of those financing illicit trafficking 
— inoperable.  

● This happened in 2014, when the Act 
was amended in 2014 to ease access 
of narcotic drugs for medical 
necessities, but the penal provision 
was not amended accordingly.  

● In June 2021, the Tripura High Court 
found the oversight in the law and 
directed the Union Home Ministry to amend the provisions of Section 27.  
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What necessitated this amendment?  
The drafting error was highlighted when an accused 
moved a special court in Tripura contending that he 
could not be charged for the offence as Section 27 A 
is referred to a blank list. The Tripura High Court 
subsequently asked the Centre to amend the law.  
 
What was the error?  
The anomaly crept in when the Narcotic Drugs and 
Psychotropic Substances (NDPS) Act was amended in 
2014 to allow better medical access to narcotic 
drugs, removing state barriers in transporting and 
licensing of "essential narcotic drugs".  

● Prior to the 2014 amendment, clause (viiia) 
of Section 2 of the Act, contained sub-
clauses (i) to (v), wherein the term 'illicit 
traffic' had been defined.  

● This clause was re-lettered as clause (viiib) 
by the Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic 
Substances (Amendment) Act, 2014, as a 
new clause (viiia) in section 2 defining 
'essential narcotic drugs' was inserted. 
However, inadvertently consequential 
change was not carried out in section 27A of 
the NDPS Act.  

 
Criticisms surrounding the Bill:  

● Few experts have observed that the Bill 
violated the fundamental rights of a citizen 
as it provides retrospective effect to offences starting 2014.  

● It also violates the fundamental rights in Article 21 because you can be punished for an offence for 
which there is a law in existence at the time of commission of the offence.   

 
NDPS Act:  

● It prohibits a person from producing, possessing, selling, purchasing, transporting, storing, and/or 
consuming any narcotic drug or psychotropic substance.  

● The NDPS Act has since been amended thrice – in 1988, 2001 and 2014.  
● The Act extends to the whole of India and it applies also to all Indian citizens outside India and to all 

persons on ships and aircraft registered in India.  
 
Indian Government has taken several policy and other initiatives to deal with drug trafficking problem:  

1. The 'Nasha Mukt Bharat Abhiyaan' or a 'Drugs-Free India Campaign' was flagged off on 15th August 
2020 across 272 districts of the country found to be most vulnerable based on the data available from 
various sources.  

2. Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment has begun implementation of a National Action Plan for 
Drug Demand Reduction (NAPDDR) for 2018-2025.  

3. The government has constituted Narco-Coordination Centre (NCORD) in November, 2016.  
4. The government has constituted a fund called “National Fund for Control of Drug Abuse” to meet the 

expenditure incurred in connection with combating illicit traffic in Narcotic Drugs; rehabilitating 
addicts, and educating public against drug abuse, etc.  

 
Insta Curious: Did you know that the day June 26 was chosen by the UN General Assembly, on December 7, 
1987, as International Day against Drug Abuse and Illicit Trafficking.  
 
InstaLinks:  
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Prelims Link:  
1. About UNODC.  
2. Overview of scheme of “Financial Assistance to States for Narcotics Control”.  
3. Composition of Narco-Coordination Centre (NCORD).  
4. National Fund for Control of Drug Abuse. 
5. About Narcotics Control Bureau.  
6. International Day Against Drug Abuse and Illicit Trafficking and theme this year.  

 
Mains Link: India is vulnerable to narcotic drug trafficking. Critically examine its causes. Also comment on the 
role of the Government in combating drug problems.  
 

20. 4 labour codes:  
Context:  
India is likely to implement four labour codes (on wages, social security, occupational safety and industrial 
relations) by the next fiscal year beginning 2022.  

● Under these new codes, a number of aspects related to employment and work culture, in general, 
might change – including the take-home salary of employees, working hours, and the number of 
weekdays.  

 
Opposition:  

● Trade unions, however, have planned to intensify their agitation this week against the codes in the 
wake of the government’s decision to repeal the three farm laws.  

 
What are the demands by trade unions?  
The two codes we accepted — on wages and social security — be implemented immediately and the two to 
which we had objections — industrial relations and occupational safety — be reviewed.  
 
About the labour codes:  
The new set of regulations consolidates 44 labour laws under 4 categories of Codes namely, Wage Code; Social 
Security Code; Occupational Safety, Health & Working Conditions Code; and the Industrial Relations Code.  

● The Parliament has already passed all the four Codes and it has also received the President’s assent.  
The 4 codes are:  

1. The Code on Wages, 2019, applying to all the employees in organized as well as unorganized sector, 
aims to regulate wage and bonus payments in all employments and aims at providing equal 
remuneration to employees performing work of a similar nature in every industry, trade, business, or 
manufacture.  

2. The Code on Occupational Safety, Health and Working Conditions, 2020 seeks to regulate the health 
and safety conditions of workers in establishments with 10 or more workers, and in all mines and 
docks.  

3. The Code on Social Security, 2020 consolidates nine laws related to social security and maternity 
benefits.  

4. The Code on Industrial Relations, 2020 seeks to consolidate three labour laws namely, The Industrial 
Disputes Act, 1947: The Trade Unions Act, 1926 and The Industrial Employment (Standing Orders) Act, 
1946. The Code aims to improve the business environment in the country largely by reducing the 
labour compliance burden of industries.  

 
Issues with these codes:  

● The work hours provisions for regular workers do not provide flexibility to fix work hours beyond eight 
hours a day.  

● The codes have also missed laying down uniform provisions for part-time employees.  
● There are also provisions that impact employee wages.  
● The labour codes also chalk out fines on businesses for non-compliance of provisions, second offences 

and officer-in-default. In the current pandemic situation, a majority of small businesses are in no 
position to adopt and implement the labour code changes.  
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InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About the codes.  
2. Key provisions.  
3. Labour as a subject.  

 

Mains Link: Discuss the concerns associated with 
four labour codes.  
 
Link:https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehin
du.com/news/national/after-farm-laws-trade-
unions-push-for-rollback-of-labour-
codes/article37664139.ece/amp/.  

 

21. Mekedatu issue:  
Context:  
Karnataka has demanded that the Cauvery Water Management Authority (CWMA) give clearance for the 
detailed project report (DPR) of Mekedatu Balancing Reservoir Project in its next meeting.  
 
What's the issue?  
Tamil Nadu has protested against Karnataka's move to build a reservoir on river Cauvery at Mekedatu. 
However, the Karnataka Government has asserted that there is no "compromise" on the Mekedatu project 
and the state wants to undertake the project.  
 
What's the way out then?  
The Centre has said the project required the approval of the Cauvery Water Management Authority's 
(CWMA).  

● The Detail Project Report (DPR) sent by Karnataka was tabled in the CWMA several times for approval, 
but the discussion on this issue could not take place due to a lack of consensus among party states 
Karnataka and Tamil Nadu.  

Also, as per the Cauvery Water Dispute Tribunal's final award, which was modified by the Supreme Court, 
acceptance of CWMA would be a prerequisite for consideration of the DPR by the Jal Shakti Ministry.  
Since the project was proposed across an inter-state river, it required approval of lower riparian state(s) as per 
the interstate water dispute act.  
 
About the Project:  
● Mekedatu is a multipurpose 

(drinking and power) project.  
● It involves building a balancing 

reservoir, near Kanakapura in 
Ramanagara district in 
Karnataka.  

● The project once completed is 
aimed at ensuring drinking 
water to Bengaluru and 
neighboring areas (4.75 TMC) 
and also can generate 400 MW 
power.  

● The estimated cost of the 
project is Rs 9,000 crore.  

 
Why Tamil Nadu is against this 
project?  

1. It says, the CWDT and the SC have found that the existing storage facilities available in the Cauvery 
basin were adequate for storing and distributing water so Karnataka’s proposal is ex-facie (on the face 
of it) untenable and should be rejected outright.  

2. It has also held that the reservoir is not just for drinking water alone, but to increase the extent of 
irrigation, which is in clear violation of the Cauvery Water Disputes Award.  
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Award by the tribunal and the Supreme Court:  
The tribunal was set up in 1990 and made its final award in 2007, granting 419 tmcft of water to Tamil Nadu, 
270 tmcft to Karnataka, 30 tmcft to Kerala and 7 tmcft to Puducherry. The tribunal ordered that in rain-scarcity 
years, the allocation for all would stand reduced.  
However, both Tamil Nadu and Karnataka expressed unhappiness over the allocation and there were protests 
and violence in both states over water-sharing. That saw the Supreme Court take up the matter and, in a 2018 
judgment, it apportioned 14.75 tmcft from Tamil Nadu’s earlier share to Karnataka.  

● The new allocation thus stood at 404.25 tmcft for Tamil Nadu while Karnataka’s share went up to 
284.75 tmcft. The share for Kerala and Puducherry remained unchanged.  

 
Insta Curious: Do you know about the Cauvery Management Scheme? What are the components of the 
scheme? Reference:  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Tributaries of Cauvery.  
2. Basin states.  
3. Important falls and dams across the river.  
4. Where is Mekedatu?  
5. What is the project related to?  

6. Beneficiaries of the project.  
 
Mains Link: Write a note on the Mekedatu project.  
 
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=GHQ9ALP9U.1&imageview=0.  

 

22. Special Category Status:  
Context:  
The government has informed the Lok Sabha that it has extended a special package in lieu of the Special 
Category Status (SCS) to Andhra Pradesh.  
 
Assistance provided:  

● An amount of ₹19,846.199 crore under the Andhra Pradesh Reorganisation Act, 2014.  
● As per the recommendations of the respective Finance Commissions, Revenue Deficit Grant of ₹22,112 

crore for 2015-20 and ₹5,897 crore for 2020-21 had been released.  
 
Significance:  
The special assistance measure would make up for the additional Central share the State might have received 
during 2015-16 to 2019-20, if the funding of Centrally Sponsored Schemes (CSS) would have been shared at 
the ratio of 90:10 between the Centre and the State.  
 
What's the issue?  
Andhra Pradesh has revived its demand for Special Category Status (SCS). 

● It was the bifurcation promise and 15th Finance Commission report that stated that ‘grant of SCS lies in 
the hands of the Centre’. SCS was promised to Andhra Pradesh by the then Congress government at 
the Centre in 2014, at the time of bifurcation which resulted in the formation of Telangana.  

● The then Opposition party BJP too agreed to it and even stated that SCS would be extended by five 
more years if it was voted to power.  

 
What is Special Category Status?  

● There is no provision of SCS in the Constitution; the Central government extends financial assistance 
to states that are at a comparative disadvantage against others.  

● This classification was done on the recommendations of the Fifth Finance Commission in 1969.  
It was based on the Gadgil formula. The parameters for SCS were: 

1. Hilly Terrain; 
2. Low Population Density And/Or Sizeable Share of Tribal Population; 
3. Strategic Location along Borders With Neighbouring Countries; 
4. Economic and Infrastructure Backwardness; and 
5. Nonviable Nature of State finances. 
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Some prominent guidelines for getting SCS status:  

1. Must be economically backward with poor infrastructure.  
2. The states must be located in hilly and challenging terrain.  
3. They should have low population density and significant tribal population.  
4. Should be strategically situated along the borders of neighboring countries.  

 
Who grants SCS status?  
Special Category Status for plan assistance was granted in the past by the National Development Council to 
the States that are characterized by a number of features necessitating special consideration. 

● Now, it is done by the central government.  
 
Benefits:  
Besides tax breaks and other benefits, the State with SCS will get 90% of all the expenditure on Centrally 
sponsored schemes as Central grant. The rest of the 10% will also be given as a loan at zero percent interest.  
 
Concerns associated:  
Considering special status to any new State will result in demands from other States and dilute the benefits 
further. It is also not economically beneficial for States to seek special status as the benefits under the current 
dispensation are minimal. Therefore, States facing special problems will be better off seeking a special package.  
 
Present scenario:  
The 14th Finance Commission has done away with the 'special category status' for states, except for the 
Northeastern and three hill states.  

● Instead, it suggested that the resource gap of each state be filled through ‘tax devolution’, urging the 
Centre to increase the states' share of tax revenues from 32% to 42%, which has been implemented 
since 2015.  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Special Category status.  
2. 14th Finance Commission.  
3. Finance Commission.  
4. Gadgil Formula.  

 

Mains Link: Discuss the issues surrounding the 
grant of Special Category Status to states.  
 
Link:https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehin
du.com/news/national/andhra-pradesh/special-
package-to-ap-was-in-lieu-of-
scs/article38008265.ece/amp/.  

 

23. Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Act, 2010:  
Context:  
The Union Home Ministry has refused to renew the FCRA registration of Missionaries of Charity (MoC), a 
Catholic religious congregation set up by Nobel laureate Mother Teresa, as “some adverse inputs were 
noticed”.  

● The Foreign Contribution Regulation Act (FCRA) registration is mandatory for any NGO or association 
to receive foreign funds or donations.  

 
Background:  

● According to the MHA, between 2016 and 2020, the government cancelled the FCRA licences of more 
than 6,600 NGOs and suspended those of about 264.  

 
Regulations:  
FCRA regulates foreign donations and ensures that such contributions do not adversely affect the internal 
security of the country. The Act, first enacted in 1976 was amended in the year 2010 and then 2020.  
Section 5 of the Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Act, 2010 gives the Union government “unchecked and 
unbridled powers” to declare an organisation as being one of political nature and deny it access to funds from 
sources abroad.  
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● FCRA is implemented by the Ministry of Home Affairs.  
● Prior Reference Category under the Act: It implies that to donate to such an NGO, a foreign donor has 

to take prior clearance from the Ministry of Home Affairs.  
 
Latest Supreme Court observations:  
It has asked the government why the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) has been tasked to keep an eye on the 
inflow and subsequent outflow of foreign funds to NGOs under the foreign contributions regulations law.  
 
Need for regulation:  

● Intelligence Bureau (IB) inputs have shown that foreign funds entering India were used to fund 
activities that destabilise national peace and security. The inputs even indicated that the money was 
used to train naxals. There is an element of national security, integrity of the nation involved here.  

● According to the CBI, Only about 10 per cent of the over 22 lakh non-government organisations file 
their annual income and expenditure statements with the authorities they are registered with.  

 
Latest 2020 amendments and criticisms associated:  

● The amendments mandated that registered NGOs open a designated account in the main branch of the 
State Bank of India in the Capital in which the foreign contributions to their various causes would 
exclusively land.  

● The petitioners have argued that this measure would be cumbersome for NGOs operating in rural India 
and far away from the Capital.  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About FCRA.  
2. About Foreign Funding of NGOs.  
3. Mother Teresa.  

 
Mains Link: Discuss the major provisions of the 
Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Act (FCRA) and 
the need for such legislation.  

 

24. PLI scheme for textiles:  
Context:  
The Ministry of Textiles has said that it will accept applications from January 1 for the Production Linked 
Scheme for Textiles announced in September this year.  
 
About the Scheme:  
The Government had launched the  Production-Linked Incentive (PLI) scheme for the textiles sector worth Rs 
10,683 crore.  

● This is part of a larger PLI scheme for 13 sectors, with a total budgetary outlay of 1.97 lakh crore.  
 
Focus areas?  
The PLI scheme for textiles aims to promote the production of high value Man-Made Fibre (MMF) fabrics, 
garments and technical textiles.  
 
Eligibility:  

1. Any person or company willing to invest a minimum of Rs 300 crore in plant, machinery, equipment 
and civil works (excluding land and administrative building cost) to produce products of MMF fabrics, 
garments and products of technical textiles will be eligible to participate in the first part of the scheme.  

2. Investors willing to spend a minimum of Rs 100 crore under the same conditions shall be eligible to 
apply in the second part of the scheme.  

 
Incentives:  

1. Under PLI, the Centre will subsidise eligible manufacturers by paying incentives on incremental 
production.  
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2. Companies investing over Rs 300 crore in plant, machinery, 
equipment and civil works to produce the identified products will 
get an incentive of 15 percent of their turnover, which needs to be 
Rs 600 crore in the third year.  

3. The companies investing between Rs 100 crore and Rs 300 crore 
will also be eligible to receive duty refunds and incentives (lower 
than 15 percent of their turnover).  

4. The government expects to achieve "fresh investment of over Rs 
19,000 crore and a cumulative turnover of more than Rs 3 lakh 
crore".  

 
Significance:  
The PLI scheme will provide an immense boost to domestic manufacturing, 
and prepare the industry for making a big impact in global markets in sync 
with the spirit of Atmanirbhar Bharat. It will also help attract more 
investment into this sector.  
 
Need for:  
Two-thirds of international trade in textiles is of man-made and technical textiles. This scheme has been 
approved so India can also contribute to the ecosystem of fabrics and garments made of MMF.  
 
Insta Curious: Did you know that the Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA) had, in 2020, approved 
the setting up of a National Technical Textiles Mission at a total outlay of ₹1,480 Crore. Know details about the 
scheme here.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. What are technical textiles?  
2. Features.  
3. Types.  
4. Benefits.  
5. Production linked incentive scheme- when 

was it announced?  

6. Incentives under the scheme is available 
to?  

7. What kind of investments will be 
considered?  

8. Duration of the scheme.  
9. Who will implement it?  

 
Mains Link: Discuss the significance of technical 
textiles.  

 

25. Steps to monitor illegal liquor manufacturing in Bihar:  
Context:  
Bihar government has been undertaking various measures to monitor illegal liquor manufacturing in the state. 
Some of these measures include:  

● Usage of drones.  
● Appointment of judicial officers as presiding officers in the State’s 74 special courts to hear cases 

involving the violation of prohibition laws.  
● Prohibition and Registration Department, over 3.5 lakh people have been arrested under the law since 

April 2016. Hundreds of policemen and other officials too have either been suspended or are facing a 
departmental inquiry.  

 
What are the main grounds raised against prohibition of liquor and in favour of prohibition?  

1. The right of privacy is violated, which was given voice by the Supreme Court in 2017 in Puttaswamy 
judgment. The Right is associated with the citizens' right to eat and drink as per their choice.  

2. Ground of manifest arbitrariness: The law grants health permits and temporary permits to out-of-state 
tourists. The petition says there are no intelligible differences in the classes thus being created by the 
state on who gets to drink and who does not and violates the Right to Equality under Article 14 of the 
Constitution.  
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The following arguments indicate that such ban is the need of the hour:  
1. The Constitution places a responsibility on all state governments to “at least contain, if not curtail, 

consumption of alcohol” (Article 47).  
2. Strict state regulation is imperative to discourage regular and excessive consumption of alcohol.  
3. Alcohol denudes family resources and reserves and leaves women and children as its most vulnerable 

victims. A social stigma at least as far as the family unit is concerned is still attached to the 
consumption of alcohol.  

4. Vulnerable persons, either because of age or proclivity towards intoxication or as a feature of peer 
pressure, more often than not, succumb to this temptation.  

 
Prohibition in Other States:  
Alcohol prohibition is in force in the states of Gujarat, Mizoram, Nagaland and the union territory of 
Lakshadweep. 
 
Related Constitutional Provisions:  
State Subject: Alcohol is a subject in the State list under the seventh schedule of the Indian Constitution.  
Article 47: The Directive Principle in the Constitution of India states that “The state shall undertake rules to 
bring about prohibition of the consumption except for medicinal purposes of intoxicating drinks and of drugs 
which are injurious to health”.  
 
Insta Curious: Do you remember the Doctrine of Reasonable Classification? Read Here (Briefly).  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Key Provisions.  
2. Exceptions.  
3. Punishments.  
4. Other states that have banned sale of 

alcohol.  

 
Mains Link: Discuss the Concerns associated with 
Gujarat Prohibition Act, 1949.  
 
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=GT49BCK7K.1&imageview=0.  

 

26. PESA Act:  
Context: 
Hundreds of kendu leaf pluckers, binders and workers recently staged a demonstration in Sambalpur, Odisha 
demanding the abolition of GST on kendu leaves.  
 
What's the issue?  
A GST of 18 per cent is imposed on kendu leaves which is against the Forest Rights Act-2006 and the 
Panchayats (Extension to the Scheduled Areas) Act, 1996 (PESA) to celebrate 25th year of PESA Act. Besides, 
the government has imposed a GST of 28 per cent on bidi which is a finished product made of kendu leaf. This 
double taxation has hit the profits of kendu leaf organisation and affected the livelihood of around 12 lakh 
workers. While the profits have reduced drastically, they are now deprived of many social security benefits too.  
 
About Kendu Leaves:  

● Kendu leaf is called the green gold of Odisha. It is a nationalised product like bamboo and sal seed. It is 
one of the most important non-wood forest products in Odisha.  

● The leaves are used to wrap bidis, a popular smoke among the locals.  
● The Uniqueness of Odisha's Tendu (kendu) leaf is in processed form whereas the rest of the states in 

India produce in Phal Form.  
● Traditional medical practitioners use these tiny fruits of Kendu to treat malaria, diarrhoea and 

dysentery.  
● Kendu leaves are the major source for tribal villages, since it is the most prominent Minor Forest 

Produce of the state.  
● Odisha is the third-largest producer of kendu leaf, after Madhya Pradesh and Chhattisgarh.  
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About the Panchayats (Extension to the Scheduled Areas) Act, 1996 (PESA) to celebrate 25th year of PESA 
Act:  
The Panchayats (Extension to Scheduled Areas) Act, 1996 or PESA Act is a law enacted by the Government of 
India for ensuring self-governance through traditional Gram Sabhas for people living in the Scheduled Areas of 
India.  

● It was enacted by Parliament in 1996 and came into force on 24th December 1996. 
● The PESA is considered to be the backbone of tribal legislation in India. 
● PESA recognises the traditional system of the decision-making process and stands for the peoples’ self-

governance. 
 
Background: 
To promote local self-governance in rural India, the 73rd constitutional amendment was made in 1992. 
Through this amendment, a three-tier Panchayati Raj Institution was made into a law. 

• However, its application to the scheduled and tribal areas under Article 243(M) was restricted. 
• After the Bhuria Committee recommendations in 1995, Panchayat Extension to Scheduled Areas (PESA) 

Act 1996 came into existence for ensuring tribal self-rule for people living in scheduled areas of India. 
• The PESA conferred the absolute powers to Gram Sabha, whereas state legislature has given an advisory 

role to ensure the proper functioning of Panchayats and Gram Sabhas. 
• The power delegated to Gram Sabha cannot be curtailed by a higher level, and there shall be 

independence throughout. 
 
Powers and functions given to the Gram Sabhas: 

● Right to mandatory consultation in land 
acquisition, resettlement and rehabilitation of 
displaced persons. 

● Protection of traditional belief, the culture of the 
tribal communities 

● Ownership of minor forest products 
● Resolution of the local disputes 
● Prevention of land alienation 
● Management of village markets 
● Right to control production, distillation, and 

prohibition of liquor 
● Exercise of control over money-lending 
● Any other rights involving the Scheduled Tribes. 

 
Issues Related to PESA: 
The state governments are supposed to enact state laws for their Scheduled Areas in consonance with this 
national law. This has resulted in the partially implemented PESA. 

● The partial implementation has worsened self-governance in Adivasi areas,l ike in Jharkhand. 
● Many experts have asserted that PESA did not deliver due to the lack of clarity, legal infirmity, 

bureaucratic apathy, absence of a political will, resistance to change in the hierarchy of power, and so 
on. 

● As per Social audits conducted across the state, In reality different developmental schemes were being 
approved on paper by Gram Sabha, without actually having any meeting for discussion and decision 
making. 

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About PESA.  
2. Key features.  
3. Rights under the act.  
4. Role of Gram Sabhas.  
5. Social audits.  

 
Mains Link: Discuss the significance of PESA.  
 
Link:https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.newind
ianexpress.com/states/odisha/2021/dec/29/odisha
-kendu-leaf-workers-stage-protest-against-gst-
2400809.amp.  
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Topics: Development processes and the development industry- the role of NGOs, SHGs, 
various groups and associations, donors, charities, institutional and other stakeholders. 

1. CSR funds for monuments:  
Context:  
A private member’s Bill has been introduced in Parliament mandating that 25% of all corporate social 
responsibility (CSR) funds be used for restoration, management and maintenance of ancient monuments and 
archaeological sites.  

● While some members supported the Companies (Amendment) Bill, 2019, few others disagreed with 
the mandatory provision.  

 
Need for more resources:  
The Archaeological Survey of India (ASI), the National Monuments Authority (NMA) and other agencies tasked 
with looking after monuments lacked the resources needed for the upkeep of the sites.  
 
Opposition to the Bill:  
The aim of CSR is to benefit local communities. Therefore, the funds should not be diverted.  
 
What is Corporate Social Responsibility 
(CSR)?  
It is the integration of socially beneficial 
programs and practices into a 
corporation’s business model and culture.  
 
How is it regulated in India?  
India is one of the first countries in the 
world to make CSR mandatory for companies following an amendment to the Companies Act, 2013 
(Companies Act) in 2014.  

● Under the Companies Act, businesses can invest their profits in areas such as promoting rural 
development in terms of healthcare, sanitation, education including skill development, environmental 
sustainability, etc.  

 
Section 135(1) of the Act prescribes thresholds to identify companies which are required to constitute a CSR 
Committee – those, in the immediately preceding financial year of which:  

1. net worth is Rs 500 Crore or more; or. 
2. turnover is Rs 1000 Crore or more; or. 
3. net profit amounts to Rs 5 Crore or more.  

As per the Companies (Amendment) Act, 2019, CSR is applicable to companies before completion of 3 
financial years.  
 
Amount to be spent:  

● Companies are required to spend, in every financial year, at least 2% of their average net profits 
generated during the 3 immediately preceding financial years.  

● For companies that have not completed 3 financial years, average net profits generated in the 
preceding financial years shall be factored in.  

 
Treatment of unspent amounts:  

● Amounts to be utilised towards a CSR activity, but unspent must be parked in a special account as 
prescribed under the provision within 30 days of the end of the relevant financial year.  

● The unspent amount must be utilised by the company for the particular CSR activity within a period of 
3 financial years from the date of such transfer, failing which, it must be transferred to any fund 
provided for in schedule VII of the Companies Act namely inter alia the Clean Ganga Fund, Swachh 
Baharat Kosh, Prime Minister’s National Relief Fund.  

● Any unspent amount which does not relate to an ongoing CSR activity must be transferred to a fund 
provided for in Schedule VII within a span of 6 months of the end of the relevant financial year.  
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Social responsibility has a strategic importance for two reasons:  

● A healthy business can only succeed in a healthy society. Thus, it is in the best interest of a company to 
produce only goods and services which strengthen the health of society.  

● If the company wants to succeed in the long term it needs to have the acceptance—or licence to 
operate—from social actors affected by the company’s’ operations.  

 
Insta Curious: Do you know about the Injeti Srinivas's Committee? Reference: read this.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About CSR.  
2. Eligibility.  
3. Benefits.  
4. CSR areas.  

 

Mains Link: Do you agree that corporate social 
responsibility makes companies more profitable 
and sustainable? Analyse.  
 
Link:https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehin
du.com/news/national/rajya-sabha-split-over-bill-
on-csr-funds-for-monuments-
upkeep/article37831090.ece/amp/#cobssid=s.  

 

2. Good Governance Index 2021:  
Context:  
Good Governance Index 2021 was launched on the occasion of the Good Governance Day (December 25).  
 
About the GGI:  
Prepared by the Department of Administration Reforms and Public Grievances (DARPG).  

● The objectives of GGI are to provide quantifiable data to compare the state of governance in all states 
and union territories, enable them to formulate and implement suitable strategies for improving 
governance and shift to result oriented approaches and administration.  

 
The GGI 2021 framework covered 10 sectors and 58 indicators:  

● The sectors are agriculture and allied sectors, commerce and industries, human resource development, 
public health, public infrastructure and utilities, economic governance, social welfare and 
development, judicial and public security, environment and citizen-centric governance. 

 
The GGI 2020-21 categorizes states and union territories into four categories:  

● Other states - Group A; other states - group B; North-East and hill states and union territories.  
 
Performance of various states:  
1. Gujarat has topped the 

composite ranking, followed 
by Maharashtra and Goa.  

2. As many as 20 states have 
improved their composite 
GGI scores in 2021.  

3. Delhi has topped the union 
territories category 
composite ranking.  

4. Among the sectors, Uttar 
Pradesh secured top position 
in the commerce and 
industry sector.  

5. In the Northeast and Hill States category, Mizoram, and Jammu and Kashmir have registered an overall 
increase of 10.4 per cent and 3.7 per cent respectively over GGI 2019.  

 
Limitations of the Good Governance Index:  
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● The limitations of the index are determined largely by the availability of data, which can be overcome with 
time as data becomes available from authentic and reliable government sources.  

● While agreeing the importance of input and process based indicators, the framework is also limited by its 
focus only on outcome/output based indicators.  

 
Insta Curious: Did you know that December 25 is observed as the good governance day to commemorate the 
birth anniversary of former prime minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee?  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About GGI.  

2. Key features.  
3. Performance of various states in latest 

edition of the index.  
 

Topics: Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services relating 
to Health, Education, Human Resources. 

1. Mission Indradhanush (IMI) 3.0:  
Context: 
Two rounds of Intensified Mission Indradhanush (IMI) 3.0 of 15 days’ duration were conducted recently, to 
reach out to the pregnant women and children who missed vaccination under routine immunisation 
programmes in 250 districts across 29 states/UTs.  

● During Intensified Mission Indradhanush (IMI) 3.0 around 9.5 lakh children and 2.2 lakh pregnant 
women were vaccinated. 

● Various States and UTs have started implementation of the Intensified Mission Indradhanush 3.0. 
 
About IMI 3.0: 
It is a campaign aimed to reach those children and pregnant women who have been missed out or been left 
out of the Routine Immunisation Programme.  

● This is aimed to accelerate the full immunisation of children and pregnant women through a mission 
mode intervention.  

● The first phase has been rolled out from 22nd Feb. for 15 days, 
● It is being conducted in pre-identified 250 districts/urban areas across 29 States/UTs in the country. 
● Beneficiaries from migration areas and hard to reach areas will be targeted as they may have missed 

their vaccine doses during the pandemic.  
 
Classification of districts: 

As per the guidelines released for IMI 3.0, the districts have been classified to reflect 313 low risk; 152 
medium risk; and 250 high risk districts. 

 
What is the Mission Indradhanush? 
‘Mission Indradhanush’ was launched by the 
Government of India in Decmber 2014. 

• It was aimed to strengthen and re-energize the 
programme and achieve full immunization 
coverage for all children and pregnant women. 

• The ultimate goal of Mission Indradhanush is to 
ensure full immunization with all available 
vaccines for children up to two years of age and 
pregnant women. 

 
Intensified Mission Indradhanush (IMI) 2.0: 
 ‘Intensified Mission Indradhanush 2.0‘was launched on 
October 31, 2019 to ensure that not a single child in the 
country misses out on vaccination. 

• It had a special focus on improving coverage in 
areas with “low” immunisation. 
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• Through ‘IMI 2.0’, the health ministry aims to reach each and every child below the age of two years 
and all pregnant women still uncovered/partially covered in 271 districts of the country. 

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About Indradhanush Mission.  
2. What is Intensified Indradhanush Mission?  
3. What is IMI 3.0?  

4. Targets under these missions.  
5. Coverage.  

 
Mains Link: Discuss the significance of the mission.

2. Bird Flu:   
Context:  
Fresh cases of bird flu have been confirmed in the Kuttanad region of Kerala. Response teams have been 
formed for culling birds in affected areas.  

● Samples have tested positive for the H5N1 influenza virus.  
 
What is bird flu?  
● Also called avian influenza.  
● It is a disease caused by avian influenza Type A viruses found 

naturally in wild birds worldwide.  
● Symptoms have ranged from mild to severe influenza-like illness.  
 
Classification:  
Avian Influenza type A viruses are classified based on two proteins 
on their surfaces – Hemagglutinin (HA) and Neuraminidase (NA).  

● There are about 18 HA subtypes and 11 NA subtypes.  
● Several combinations of these two proteins are possible e.g., 

H5N1, H7N2, H9N6, H17N10, etc.  
 
Spread:  
● There have been reports of avian and swine influenza infections in humans.  
● The infection is deadly as it has a high mortality rate of about 60%.  
● The most common route of virus transmission is direct contact. They can also be affected if they come in 

contact with contaminated surfaces or air near the infected poultry.  
 
Can the virus transfer to humans?  
There are no known cases of H5N8 in human beings. Risk to general public is very low. There is also no 
evidence that consumption of poultry meat or eggs could transmit the virus to humans. But necessary 
precautions are required while handling sick/dead birds and contaminated material during control and 
containment operations. It is considered safe to eat properly cooked poultry products. 
 
Control measures:  
Culling is usually undertaken to control the infection when it is detected in animals. Besides culling, safe 
disposal of all such culled animals and animal products is also important. The authorities also need to strictly 
enforce decontamination of infected premises and undertake quarantine of contaminated vehicles and 
personnel. 
 
Insta Curious: India was declared free from Avian Influenza (H5N1) in 2019. The status will last only till another 
outbreak is reported. Know when and how a country is declared free from Avian Influenza? Reference:  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About Bird Flu.  
2. Transmission.  

3. Types.  
4. Symptoms.  

Mains Link: Discuss the impact of Bird Flu outbreak 
on Indian Economy.  
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 Link:https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehin
du.com/news/national/kerala/bird-flu-confirmed-
in-ducks-in-alappuzha/article37914382.ece/amp/.  

 

3. Supplementary Child Nutrition:  
Context:  
The government has listed the following steps, taken during the lockdown, for supplementary child nutrition:  

● To ensure continuous nutritional support to beneficiaries, anganwadi workers and helpers distributed 
supplementary nutrition at the doorstep of beneficiaries once in 15 days during COVID-19 as all 
anganwadi centres across the country were closed to limit the impact of the pandemic.  

● Anganwadi workers and helpers also assisted the local administration in community surveillance, 
creating awareness as well as doing other work assigned to them from time to time.  

 
Need for:  
Studies have shown that the pandemic could lead to increase in malnutrition due to loss of livelihood, 
disruption in food and health services.  

● In 2022 compared to 2019 the number of children under five years with wasting could increase by an 
additional 9.3 million; an estimated 2.6 million additional children were likely to be stunted; and there 
would be roughly 1,68,000 additional deaths of children under five years.  

 
Covid-19 impact on malnutrition in children in India:  

● While the deteriorating facets of malnutrition continue to remain a matter of grave concern, the 
emergence of COVID-19 has only worsened it.  

● The partial closure of Anganwadi Centres (AWCs) along with disruptions in supply chains due to 
subsequent lockdowns has resulted in halting of mid-day meals scheme, reduced access to take home 
ration and restricted mobility to health care services.  

● According to a study published in journal Global Health Science 2020, the challenges induced by COVID-
19 are expected to push another four million children into acute malnutrition.  

● This is also evident from India poor ranking, an abysmal 94th out of 107 countries on the Global Hunger 
Index 2020.  

 
Government effort to fight malnutrition 
Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana:  

1. PMMVY.  
2. POSHAN Abhiyaan.  
3. National Food Security Act (NFSA), 2013.  
4. Mid-day Meal (MDM) scheme.  
5. Integrated Child Development Services (ICDS).  
6. The National Nutrition Strategy (NNS).  

 
Link: https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GPH99EH6V.1&imageview=0.  
 

4. Poshan Tracker:  
Context:  
The Government of India has told in the Lok Sabha that the Data recorded in the Poshan (Nutrition) Tracker 
have not been made public in the interest of privacy of women and children.  

● The objective is to honour the privacy of women and children who are serviced by the Government of 
India in collaboration with State Governments across the anganwadi systems in the country.  

 
About the Poshan Tracker:  

● The Poshan Tracker, known as the ICDS-CAS (Integrated Child Development Services-Common 
Application Software) in its earlier avatar, was set up with the aim of tracking and improving various 
services delivered at anganwadis and to ensure nutritional management of beneficiaries.  
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● This real-time monitoring system is one of the key pillars of Poshan Abhiyan or Nutrition Mission 
approved by the Union Cabinet in November 2017 with a financial outlay of ₹9,000 crore for three 
years.  

● The Government has spent ₹1,053 crore to develop the tracker.  
 
Significance:  
The tracker is one of the important pillars of the Poshan Abhiyan and helps the Government monitor services 
delivered at 12.3 lakh anganwadi centres and record nutritional indicators of 9.8 lakh beneficiaries, including 
children in the age of six months to six years as well as pregnant women and lactating mothers.  

● Anganwadis provide six services, which include supplementary nutrition in the form of hot-cooked 
meals and take home ration, immunisation and pre-school education.  

 
What's the issue?  

● The parliamentary committee in its report raised several questions on the effective use of the Poshan 
Tracker.  

● It sought that key performance indicators be constantly monitored and uploaded on its website and a 
State-wise progress report be maintained “so that identification of those deprived of the benefits can 
be made on a real-time basis for timely remedial measures.”  

● The committee also recommended that the Ministry put in place a monitoring mechanism to ensure 
there were no gaps in distribution of food packets to anganwadi beneficiaries.  

 
About Poshan Abhiyaan: 

● The programme seeks to improve nutritional outcomes for children, pregnant women and lactating 
mothers. 

● Launched in 2018 with specific targets to be achieved by 2022. 
 
It aims to reduce: 

● Stunting and wasting by 2% a year (total 6% until 2022) among children. 
● Anaemia by 3% a year (total 9%) among children, adolescent girls and pregnant women and lactating 

mothers. 
The target of the mission is to bring down stunting among children in the age group 0-6 years from 38.4% to 
25% by 2022. 
 
Background: 
More than a third of the children under five face stunting and wasting and 40% aged between one and four are 
anaemic. Over 50% of pregnant and other women were found to be anaemic, said the National Family Health 
Survey 4 released in 2016. 
 
Suggestions made by NITI Aayog:  
● The programme must be stepped up to meet the targets set by the Centre to reduce stunting, wasting and 

anaemia by 2022. 
● Graduate to a POSHAN-plus strategy which apart from continued strengthening the four pillars of the 

Abhiyaan also requires renewed focus on other social determinants in addition to addressing the 
governance challenges of NHM/ICDS delivery mechanisms. 

● Lay as much emphasis on complementary feeding as it does on breastfeeding. This can help avert 60% of 
the total stunting cases in India.  

 
POSHAN 2.0:  
● It is an umbrella scheme covering the Integrated Child Development Services (ICDS) (Anganwadi Services, 

Poshan Abhiyan, Scheme For Adolescent Girls, National Creche Scheme).  
● It was announced in Union Budget 2021-22 by merging supplementary nutrition programmes and the 

POSHAN Abhiyaan.  
● It was launched to strengthen nutritional content, delivery, outreach and outcome, with renewed focus on 

developing practices that nurture health, wellness and immunity to disease and malnutrition in the 
country.  
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InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Goals and targets under Poshan Abhiyaan. 
 
Mains Link: Discuss the objectives and significance 
of the scheme. 

 
Link:https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/po
shan-tracker-data-not-made-public-due-to-privacy-
concerns-govt/article37991888.ece.

 

5. What is parvovirus?  
Context:  
Nearly 2,000 pet and stray dogs in Amravati city were affected by canine parvovirus virus last month with 
veterinarians cautioning pet owners against a severe outbreak.  
 
What is Parvovirus?  

● It is a highly contagious viral disease affecting puppies and dogs.  
● It affects the intestinal tract of canines with puppies being more susceptible.  
● Bloody diarrhoea, vomiting, drastic weight loss, dehydration and lethargy are some of the symptoms.  
● The virus has reported a 90 per cent mortality rate.  

This virus was discovered in 1967 and has rapidly become a serious threat to canine health. This is primarily 
due to the fact that the virus is hard to kill, can live for a long time in the environment, and is shed in large 
quantities by infected dogs.  
 
How does the virus spread in dogs?  
Through direct contact with an infected dog or by indirect contact with a contaminated object, including the 
hands and clothing of people who handle infected dogs.  
 
What's causing increase in the number of cases?  

● The recent rise in cases of Parvovirus in pets is due to the Covid-19 pandemic that compelled many pet 
owners to avoid timely vaccination of their dogs.  

● Also, due to the non-implementation of the animal birth control programme, dog vaccination and 
rabies in the last three years has led to rising parvovirus cases in street dogs in the city.  

 
Treatment:  
Parvovirus has no cure and inoculating a puppy or a dog gives them a fighting chance against the infection.  
 
Insta Curious: Did you know that Parvovirus B19 infects only humans? Know more about it here.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About Parvovirus.  
2. Spread.  
3. Treatment.  
4. Symptoms.  

 

Mains Link: What is Parvovirus? What are the 
concerns associated? Discuss.  
 
Link:https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/e
xplained-what-is-parvovirus-that-has-affected-
over-2000-dogs-in-maharashtras-amaravati-city-
767876/lite/.  

 

6. NITI Aayog Health Index:  
Context:  
Niti Aayog has released the fourth edition of its state health index 
for 2019-20.  
● The “Health Index” is part of a report commissioned by the NITI 

Aayog, the World Bank and the Union Health and Family Welfare 
Ministry.   

 
Performance of states in the latest index:  
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● For the fourth year in a row, Kerala has topped.  
● Uttar Pradesh has come in at the bottom.  
● Tamil Nadu and Telangana are at 2nd and 3rd places 

respectively.  
● Mizoram topped the health index among smaller states while 

Nagaland was ranked at the bottom.  
● Among union territories, Dadra and Nagar Haveli and Daman 

and Diu was ranked at the top and Andaman & Nicobar was 
ranked at the bottom.  
 

How are the states ranked?  
The Health Index score is prepared based on the States’ performance 
across a large set of indicators that are divided into three broad 
domains — health outcomes, governance and information, and key 
inputs and processes.  

● Health outcomes, for instance, include parameters such as neonatal mortality rate, under-5 mortality 
rate and sex ratio at birth.  

● Governance includes institutional deliveries, average occupancy of senior officers in key posts 
earmarked for health.  

 
Significance:  

● Health Index has been developed as a tool to leverage co-operative and competitive federalism to 
accelerate the pace of achieving health outcomes.  

● It would also serve as an instrument for “nudging” States & Union Territories (UTs) and the Central 
Ministries to a much greater focus on output and outcome-based measurement of annual performance 
than is currently the practice.  

● With the annual publication of the Index and its availability on public domain on a dynamic basis, it is 
expected to keep every stakeholder alert to the achievement of Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs) Goal number 3.  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About the Index.  
2. Ranking criteria.  

3. Latest findings.  
 
Mains Link: Analyse the findings of the NITI Aayog’s 
Health Index report that was released recently.  

 

7. Atal Ranking of Institutions on Innovation Achievements (ARIIA):  
Context:  
Atal Ranking of Institutions on Innovation Achievements (ARIIA) 2021 was released recently.  
 
Atal Innovation Rankings 2021:  
ARIIA 2021 classifies participating institutions into two major categories; technical and non-technical. Further, 
these rankings have been divided into seven sub-categories.  
Technical:  

● Top 3: This is the third time 
that IIT Madras has secured 
the first rank. IIT Bombay 
and IIT Delhi were placed at 
the second and third ranks 
respectively.  

Non-technical institutions:  
● The top central universities 

under this category include 
Indira Gandhi National Open University (IGNOU), Delhi, and the Indian Institute of Management (IIM), 
Kozhikode. 
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The rankings have been prepared after evaluating the participating institutions under nine parameters:  

1. Developing an innovative and entrepreneurial mindset through a series of activities.  
2. Teaching and learning: Academic programmes related to innovation and entrepreneurship (I & E) and 

IPR offered by the HEI.  
3. Dedicated infrastructure and facilities to promote innovation and entrepreneurship at HEI.  
4. Generation of innovations/ ideas with the support of HEI and recognition received.  
5. Ventures established with the support of the HEI and recognitions received.  
6. Angel and VC fund/investment mobilized to support innovation and startups incubated at HEI, 

Promotion of collaboration for and co-creation of I&E initiatives.  
7. Intellectual Property (IP), generation and commercialization.  
8. Annual budget on promoting and supporting I&E activities: Total expenses towards I&E and IPR support 

activities, total revenue generated by HEI from incubation services to startups and commercialization 
of IP and innovations.  

9. Participation of HEI in I&E initiative of MOE.  
 
About ARIIA:  
It is an initiative by the Ministry of Education.  
Implemented by AICTE and the Ministry's Innovation Cell.  
Objective: To systematically rank all major higher educational institutions and universities in India.  
 
Significance:  

1. ARIIA ranking will inspire Indian institutions to reorient their mind-set and build ecosystems to 
encourage high quality research, innovation and entrepreneurship.  

2. More than quantity, ARIIA will focus on quality of innovations and will try to measure the real impact 
created by these innovations nationally and internationally.  

3. ARIIA rankings will also set tone and direction for institutions for future development for making them 
globally competitive and in forefront of innovation.  

 
Insta Curious: Do you know about the Digital Disha Programme? When was it launched? What were its 
objectives? Reference: read this.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. ARIIA was launched by?  
2. Ranking parameters.  

3. Categories.  
4. Best performers in various categories.  

 
Mains Link: Discuss the significance of ARIIA.  

 
Topics: Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability, e-governance 
applications, models, successes, limitations, and potential; citizens charters, transparency & 
accountability and institutional and other measures. 

1. Centre disagrees with India’s rank on World Press Freedom Index:  
Context:  
The Centre has disagreed with India’s low rank on the World Press Freedom Index prepared by media 
watchdog Reporters Without Borders.  
 
What's the issue?  
The government claimed that the report was based on a small sample size and gave little or no importance to 
the “fundamentals of democracy”. 
 
India's ranking in the index and the cause for concern:  
In March, Reporters Without Borders had said that India ranked 142 out of 180 countries when it comes to 
press freedom.  

● It had added that the nation was classified as “bad” for journalism.  
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● It had said that India was among the five most dangerous nations in terms of journalists killed across 
the world this year.  

● Also, the report had a “questionable methodology” for the survey. It lacked a clear definition of press 
freedom. 

 
World Press Freedom Index 2021- Highlights:  

● Norway topped the index for the fifth year in a row.  
● The report labelled 132 countries as “very bad”, “bad” or “problematic”.  
● It stated that the pandemic was used as means to deny journalists this access and promote 

government sponsored propaganda regarding the Covid-19 outbreak.  
 
Performance of India and neighbours:  

● India remained at the 142nd position among 180 countries.  
● India was ranked in the “bad” category, along with Brazil, Mexico and Russia.  
● The report says India is one of the world’s most dangerous countries for journalists trying to do their 

job properly.  
● In 2016, India’s rank was 133, which has steadily climbed down to 142 in 2020.  
● India drew flak for “extremely violent social media hate campaigns” against journalists who “dare to 

criticise” the government.  
● In south Asia, Nepal was placed 106, Sri Lanka 127, Myanmar 140, Pakistan 145 and Bangladesh at the 

152nd spot. China was ranked 177, and the US 44.  
 
About World Press Freedom Index:  

● Published annually by Reporters Without Borders since 2002, the World Press Freedom Index 
measures the level of media freedom in 180 countries.  

● It is based on an evaluation of media freedom that measures pluralism, media independence, the 
quality of the legal framework and the safety of journalists.  

● It also includes indicators of the level of media freedom violations in each region.  
● It is compiled by means of a questionnaire in 20 languages that is completed by experts all over the 

world. This qualitative analysis is combined with quantitative data on abuses and acts of violence 
against journalists during the period evaluated.  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About Reporters Without Borders. 
2. Performance of India and its neighbours. 
3. Top and bottom performers. 
4. Comparison of countries and their performance in previous years. 

 
Mains Link: Comment on the findings of the World Press Freedom Index on India.  
 

Topics: India and its neighbourhood- relations. 

1. India- Russia Annual Summit:  
Context:  
21st annual India-Russia summit was held recently. It was attended by Prime Minister Narendra Modi and 
Russian President Vladimir Putin.  

● Alongside, the inaugural 2+2 ministerial meeting was also held.  
● The meeting saw the signing of 28 agreements across sectors from defence to energy to space 

exploration, science and technology, heavy engineering, to trade and investment.  
 
Key takeaways:  

1. Russia's President Vladimir Putin extended an invitation to PM Modi to visit Russia for the 22nd India-
Russia Annual Summit in 2022.  
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2. The two leaders expressed satisfaction at the sustained progress in the 'Special and Privileged 
Strategic Partnership' between both countries despite the challenges posed by the Covid.  

3. The role of connectivity through the International North-South Transport Corridor (INSTC) and the 
proposed Chennai-Vladivostok Eastern Maritime Corridor figured in the discussions.  

4. The two leaders looked forward to greater inter-regional cooperation between various regions of 
Russia, in particular with the Russian Far East, with India's states.  

5. They agreed that both countries share common perspectives and concerns on Afghanistan and 
appreciated the bilateral roadmap charted out at the NSA level for consultation and cooperation on 
Afghanistan.  

 
Significance of the meeting:  
The completion of 5 decades of the 1971 Treaty of Peace, Friendship and Cooperation and 2 decades of 
Declaration on Strategic Partnership is symbolic of the long standing and time-tested India-Russia relations 
characterized by mutual trust, respect for each other’s core national interests and similarity of positions on 
various international and regional issues.  
 
The 2+2 dialogue: 
It is held between the foreign and defence ministers of two countries and is generally seen to be aimed at 
creating a mechanism under which the bilateral relationship takes a decisive strategic turn with greater 
integration of defence, security and intelligence apparatus.  
 
Why is Russia Important for India?  

● Even as India is diversifying its defense trade partners, Russia still dominates the Indian defense 
inventory to the tune of about 70 per cent.  

● Russia remains the only partner that is still willing to give India critical technologies, such as a nuclear 
submarine.  

● The emerging Russia-China strategic relationship has important security consequences for India.  
● Russia also reaffirmed its “unwavering support” to India for a permanent seat in an expanded UN 

Security Council.  
● Russia expressed its support for India’s membership of the Nuclear Suppliers Group. 
● Both countries have mutual benefits in supporting struggle against terrorism, Afghanistan, climate 

change; organisations like SCO, BRICS, G-20 and ASEAN.  
 
Insta Curious: Do you know about the Reciprocal Exchange of Logistics (RELOS) agreement? Reference: read 
this.  
 
InstaLinks:  

1. INSTC.  
2. RELOS Agreement.  
3. CAATSA agreement.  
4. AASEAN.  
5. The 1971 Treaty of Peace, Friendship and 

Cooperation.  

6. Declaration on Strategic Partnership.  
 
Mains Link: Discuss the significance of India Russia 
Bilateral Relations.  
 
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=G0D98V9B7.1&imageview=0.  

 

2. Ukraine Issue:  
Context:  
The United States, NATO and Ukrainian officials have been making statements for nearly two weeks, referring 
to what they say are unusual Russian troop movements in the proximity of Ukraine.  
 
What is the conflict all about?  
● Tensions between Ukraine and Russia, both former Soviet states, escalated in late 2013 over a landmark 

political and trade deal with the European Union. After the pro-Russian then-President, Viktor 
Yanukovych, suspended the talks, weeks of protests in Kiev erupted into violence.  
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● Then, in March 2014, Russia annexed Crimea, an autonomous peninsula in southern Ukraine with strong 
Russian loyalties, on the pretext that it was defending its interests and those of Russian-speaking citizens.  

● Shortly afterwards, pro-Russian separatists in Ukraine's Donetsk and Luhansk regions declared their 
independence from Kiev, prompting months of heavy fighting. Despite Kiev and Moscow signing a peace 
deal in Minsk in 2015, brokered by France and Germany, there have been repeated ceasefire violations.  

 
Need for international attention:  
Fourteen thousand people have died in the battle between Kiev and pro-Russia rebels in the east of the 
country. Out of these, 3,393 deaths were of civilians, according to the UN Office of the High Commissioner for 
Human Rights's October 2021 report.  
 
International response:  
The European Union and US have imposed a series of measures in response to Russia's actions in Crimea and 
eastern Ukraine, including economic sanctions targeting individuals, entities and specific sectors of the Russian 
economy.  
 
Russia's response:  
Moscow sees the growing support for Ukraine from NATO -- 
in terms of weaponry, training and personnel -- as a threat 
to its own security.  
● It has also accused Ukraine of boosting its own troop 

numbers in preparation for an attempt to retake the 
Donbas region, an allegation Ukraine has denied.  

● Russian President Vladimir Putin has called for specific 
legal agreements that would rule out any further NATO 
expansion eastwards towards Russia's borders, saying 
the West has not lived up to its previous verbal assurances.  

 
Minsk Agreements:  
Minsk I: Ukraine and the Russian-backed separatists agreed a 12-point ceasefire deal in the capital of Belarus in 
September 2014.  

● Its provisions included prisoner exchanges, deliveries of humanitarian aid and the withdrawal of heavy 
weapons.  

● The agreement quickly broke down, with violations by both sides.  
Minsk II: In 2015, an open conflict was averted after the ‘Minsk II’ peace agreement was signed, under the 
mediation of France and Germany.  

● It was designed to end the fighting in the rebel regions and hand over the border to Ukraine’s national 
troops.  

 
Insta Curious: Do you know where Sea of Azov is located? Reference: read this.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About Minsk Agreements.  
2. About NATO.  
3. About EU.  
4. Significance of Crimea.  
5. Ukraine and Russia conflict.  

 
Mains Link: Discuss the significance of NATO.  
 
Link:https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.hindust
antimes.com/world-news/ukraine-raises-russia-
attack-fears-all-you-need-to-know-
101637544827991-amp.html.  

 

3. Chinese project at Balochistan port:  
Context:  
Since the second week of November, there have been continuous protests in Gwadar, Balochistan against 
mega development plans of the port city as part of the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC).  
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What's the issue?  
Locals have sought to draw attention to marginalisation of the local people in the development of the port. 
They are angry that not only are they being excluded, their present livelihood too has been endangered.  
 
The local concerns:  
Balochistan is among the least developed even though the most resource-rich of Pakistan’s four provinces. The 
main means of livelihood for people in the region is fishing. Balochistan has the lowest access to drinking 
water, electricity, and even the gas that is the main resource of the region.  
 
Concerns of India, West:  
India has been concerned that Gwadar, which gives China strategic access to the Arabian Sea and the Indian 
Ocean, is not just being developed as a trade entrepot but as a dual purpose port for use by PLAN (the Chinese 
Navy) and is intended to expand Chinese presence in the Indian Ocean Region alongside Kyaukpyu in Myanmar 
and Hambantota in Sri Lanka. With vital military interests in West Asia, the US too is concerned about the 
Chinese presence in Gwadar.  
 
About CPEC: 
Launched in 2015, the CPEC is the flagship project of the 
multi-billion-dollar Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), a pet 
project of Chinese President Xi Jinping, aimed at enhancing 
Beijing’s influence around the world through China-funded 
infrastructure projects.  

● The 3,000 km-long China–Pakistan Economic Corridor 
(CPEC) consists of highways, railways, and pipelines.  

● CPEC eventually aims at linking the city of Gwadar in 
South Western Pakistan to China’s North Western 
region Xinjiang through a vast network of highways 
and railways.  

● The proposed project will be financed by heavily-subsidised loans, that will be disbursed to the 
Government of Pakistan by Chinese banks.  

 
But, why is India concerned?  
It passes through PoK.  

● CPEC rests on a Chinese plan to secure and 
shorten its supply lines through Gwadar with 
an enhanced presence in the Indian Ocean. 
Hence, it is widely believed that upon CPEC’s 
fruition, an extensive Chinese presence will 
undermine India’s influence in the Indian 
Ocean. 

● It is also being contended that if CPEC were to 
successfully transform the Pakistan economy 
that could be a “red rag” for India which will 
remain at the receiving end of a wealthier and 
stronger Pakistan. 

● Besides, India shares a great deal of trust 
deficit with China and Pakistan and has a 
history of conflict with both. As a result, even 
though suggestions to re-approach the project 
pragmatically have been made, no advocate 
has overruled the principle strands of 
contention that continue to mar India’s equations with China and Pakistan. 

 
Insta Curious: Did you know that there are 12 seats reserved for Refugees in PoK elections? Read Here Briefly.  
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InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Location of PoK.  
2. Rivers flowing through.  
3. Neighbours.  
4. Instrument of Accession.  
5. Balochistan.  
6. Gwadar port.  

7. China-Pakistan Economic Corridor.  
 
Mains Link: Discuss why PoK is significant for India. 
 
Link:https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/c
hinese-project-at-balochistan-port-local-protests-
global-concerns-7666867/lite/.  

 

4. Indo-Pacific: 
Context: 
U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken has said that the United States will expand its military and economic 
relationships with partners in Asia to push back against China’s increasing assertiveness in the Indo-Pacific.  
 
What is Indo- Pacific? 
The idea of the Indo-Pacific as a single strategic space is an outgrowth of China’s growing influence in the 
Indian Ocean region. It signifies the interconnectedness of the Indian and Pacific Oceans, the importance of the 
oceans to security and commerce. 
 
Importance of Indo-Pacific region: 

1. Maintaining regional stability. 
2. Strong ties with the US are seen as a vital tool for enhancing India’s strategic posture. 
3. For the long-term vision of national interest. 
4. China’s increasingly active presence in the Indian Ocean region as well as its efforts to expand 

geopolitical reach in Asia and beyond by the use of trade and military. 
5. For adhering to freedom of navigation, adherence to rules-based order and stable trade environment. 
6. For free sea and air lanes, connectivity and upholding international rules and norms. 

 
Role and Implications for India in the Indo – pacific 
region: 

● The Indo-Pacific, as described in the National 
security strategy, represents the most 
populous and economically dynamic part of 
the world and stretches from the west coast of 
India to the western shores of the United 
States. 

● India has always been a country with great 
national ambitions and is one of the most 
important advocates of the concept of “Indo-
Pacific Strategy”. 

● With opening of economy, India has been connecting with its Indian Ocean neighbours and major 
maritime powers of the world. 
 

InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. About Pacific Region. 
2. Overview of Indian Ocean Region. 

3. Important straits, bays and passes in these 
regions. 

 
Mains Link: Discuss the strategic significance of 
Indo- Pacific region for India. 

 

5. India-Taiwan relations:  
Context:  
India and Taiwan have started negotiations for a free-trade agreement and the setting up of a semiconductor 
manufacturing facility by a Taiwanese firm in India, in a significant step signalling their resolve to broad-base 
the overall bilateral economic engagement.  
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● If the move to set up the semiconductor manufacturing plant succeeds, then it will be the second such 
facility to be set up by a Taiwanese company in a foreign country after a similar hub in the United 
States.  

 
India's position on Taiwan:  

● India's policy on Taiwan is clear and consistent and it is focused on promoting interactions in areas of 
trade, investment and tourism among others.  

● Government facilitates and promotes interactions in areas of trade, investment, tourism, culture, 
education and other such people-to-people exchanges.  

● However, India doesn't have formal diplomatic relations with Taiwan, but both sides have trade and 
people-to-people ties.  

 
Indo- Taiwan relations:  

● Although they do not have formal diplomatic ties, Taiwan and India have been cooperating in various 
fields.  

● India has refused to endorse the “one-China” policy since 2010.  
 
Significance of India for Taiwan:  
Taiwan is keen to deepen relations with various countries.  

● Also, China has ramped up military pressure, including repeated missions by Chinese warplanes near 
democratic Taiwan, which Beijing claims as its own and has not ruled out taking by force.  

 
Way ahead:  
India and Taiwan are celebrating 25 years of their partnership. 
Mutual efforts between Delhi and Taipei have enabled a range of bilateral agreements covering agriculture, 
investment, customs cooperation, civil aviation, industrial cooperation and other areas. This growing 
relationship indicates that the time has come to recalibrate India-Taiwan relations.  
 
What needs to be done?  

● Both sides can create a group of empowered persons or a task force to chart out a road map in a given 
time frame.  

● The time is ripe to expand cooperation in the field of healthcare.  
● Taiwan could be a valuable partner in dealing with this challenge through its bio-friendly technologies.  

 
China- Taiwan relations- Background: 
China has claimed Taiwan through its “one China” policy 
since the Chinese civil war forced the defeated Kuomintang, 
or Nationalist, to flee to the island in 1949 and has vowed to 
bring it under Beijing’s rule, by force if necessary.  

● While Taiwan is self-governed and de facto 
independent, it has never formally declared 
independence from the mainland.  

● Under the “one country, two systems” formula, 
Taiwan would have the right to run its own affairs; a similar arrangement is used in Hong Kong.  

Presently, Taiwan is claimed by China, which refuses diplomatic relations with countries that recognise the 
region.  
 
Insta Curious: Did you know that to this date, Taiwan is not a part of the WHO owing to objections from China? 
Read this to know more about the issue.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link: 

1. Location of Taiwan and its historical 
background. 

2. Regions being administered by China under 
One China policy. 

3. Is Taiwan represented at WHO and the 
United Nations? 

4. Countries in the South China Sea. 
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5. Qing dynasty. 
 

Mains Link: Write a note on India- Taiwan bilateral 
relations.  

 

6. India seeks early return of democracy in Myanmar:  
Context:  
India has conveyed to the military rulers of Myanmar that it seeks early return of democracy in Myanmar.  
 
What's the issue?  
Myanmar has been internationally isolated because of the violent crackdown on protesting citizens.  
 
India's demands:  

1. Myanmar’s return to democracy at the earliest.  
2. Release of detainees and prisoners.  
3. Resolution of issues through dialogue.  
4. Complete cessation of all violence.  

 
Significance of India's move:  
Since February 2, India has expressed concern at the ongoing military campaign against the democratic 
elements in Myanmar but this statement has additional significance, as it is the first time the government has 
hinted that India is ready to mediate among various sides to end the crisis.  
 
What's happening in Myanmar?  
The elected leaders of Myanmar were overthrown on February 1 this year in a coup by the army, which 
accused Aung Sang Suu Kyi's ruling party of cheating in the November elections. The army's allegation has been 
rejected by the previous election commission and international monitors.  
 
India's stand on Myanmar at the UN:  
India recently abstained from voting on the United Nations General Assembly's (UNGA's) resolution for an 
arms embargo against Myanmar.  

● 119 countries voted 'yes', Belarus voted 'no' and 36 countries abstained, including Myanmar’s 
neighbors China and India, along with Russia.  

 
Reasons behind India's move:  

1. India said its views were not reflected in the draft resolution before the Assembly passed it.  
2. India also said it does not believe that the tabling of this resolution for adoption at this juncture, is 

"conducive to aiding the country's joint efforts towards strengthening the democratic process in 
Myanmar."  

 
About the UN Resolution:  

● The UN's resolution demonstrated widespread global opposition to the Myanmar military and 
demanded that the country's democratic transition be restored.  

● The resolution called upon the Myanmar armed forces to respect the people's will as freely expressed 
by results of the general election of November 8, 2020.  

 
India is supporting ASEAN initiative on Myanmar and the 'Five-Point Consensus':  
It includes:  

1. Immediate cessation of violence.  
2. Dialogue among all stakeholders in Myanmar for a peaceful solution.  
3. The appointment of a special Asean envoy to facilitate mediation.  
4. Aid to Myanmar.  
5. A visit to the country by the envoy.  

 
Why should India be concerned about the situation in Myanmar?  
For India, the stakes are high as instability within Myanmar has grave implications for the Northeast.  
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● There are reports of guerrilla groups in Myanmar reviving their activities and any breakdown of law and 
order will allow militant groups in the Northeast to take advantage of the situation.  

 
What lies ahead for India? 
India's reaction is likely to be different this time. India does care about democracy in Myanmar, but that’s a 
luxury it knows it will not be able to afford for the time being. Why? Because, 

1. India’s security relationship with the Myanmar military has become extremely close, and it would be 
difficult to “burn bridges” with them given their assistance in securing the North East frontiers from 
insurgent groups. 

2. Changed image of Ms. Suu Kyi herself: Her image as a democracy icon and Nobel peace laureate has 
been damaged by her time in office, where she failed to push back the military, and even defended the 
Army’s pogrom against Rohingya in Rakhine State in 2015. 

3. Benefits for China: A harsh reaction from India, on the lines of that from the U.S., which has 
threatened action against those responsible for the “coup” unless they revoke the military’s takeover, 
would only benefit China. 

4. Apart from strategic concerns, India has cultivated several infrastructure and development projects 
with Myanmar, which it sees as the “gateway to the East” and ASEAN countries (For example: India-
Myanmar-Thailand trilateral highway and the Kaladan multi-modal transit transport network, as well as 
a plan for a Special Economic Zone at the Sittwe deep-water port). 

5. Besides, India still hopes to help resolve the issue of Rohingya refugees that fled to Bangladesh, while 
some still live in India, and will want to continue to engage the Myanmar government on that. 

 
Myanmar's military Constitution: 
It was the military that drafted the 2008 Constitution, and put it to a questionable referendum in April that 
year.  

● The Constitution was the military’s “roadmap to democracy”, which it had been forced to adopt under 
increasing pressure from the west. 

● It was also due to its own realisation that opening up Myanmar to the outside world was now no longer 
an option but a dire economic necessity.  

● But the military made sure to safeguard in the Constitution its own role and supremacy in national 
affairs. 

● Under its provisions, the military reserves for itself 25 per cent of seats in both Houses of Parliament, 
to which it appoints serving military officials. 

● Also, a political party which is a proxy for the military contests elections. 
 
Insta Curious:  

1. Do you know how decisions are made at the UN? Read here,  
2. Do you remember the Kaladan Multi-Modal Transit Transport Project? Read Here 

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About Myanmar. 
2. Its constitution. 
3. Comparison with Indian Constitution.  
4. About UNGA.  
5. Various UN Organisations.  

 
Mains Link: Discuss India's policy towards its 
neighbours. 
 
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=GP39ASP64.1&imageview=0.  

 
Topics: Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or 
affecting India’s interests. 

1. Logistics agreements and their benefits:  
Context:  
India is all set to conclude the bilateral logistics agreement with Russia (the Reciprocal Exchange of Logistics 
Agreement (RELOS)) soon.  
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About RELOS:  
RELOS will be an important step forward in the military sphere as it aims at fostering interoperability and 
sharing of logistics. The “long overdue" agreement was to have come up for signing in 2019 but that was put 
off pending finalisation of its terms.  
 
Does India Have Similar Arrangements With Other Countries?  
India has logistical exchange agreements with six other countries, including Quadrilateral Security Dialogue, or 
Quad, partners US, Japan and Australia. Singapore, France and South Korea are the other countries with which 
similar arrangements have been effected. 
 
What are logistics agreements?  
The agreements are administrative arrangements facilitating access to military facilities for exchange of fuel 
and provisions on mutual agreement simplifying logistical support and increasing operational turnaround of the 
military when operating away from India.  
● India has signed several logistics agreements with all Quad countries, France, Singapore and South Korea 

beginning with the Logistics Exchange Memorandum of Agreement (LEMOA) with the U.S. in 2016.  
 
Benefits of such logistics agreements:  
The Navy has been the biggest beneficiary of these administrative arrangements, signed with several countries, 
improving operational turnaround and increasing inter-operability on the high seas.  
 
What is LEMOA?  
It is a tweaked India-specific version of the Logistics Support Agreement (LSA), which the U.S. has with several 
countries it has close military to military cooperation. It is also one of the three foundational agreements — as 
referred to by the U.S.  

● LEMOA gives access, to both countries, to designated military facilities on either side for the purpose of 
refuelling and replenishment.  

 
Insta Curious: What are the three foundational agreements — as referred to by the U.S? Read this.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About the foundational agreements.  
2. What is LEMOA?  

3. What are Logistics agreements.  
 
Mains Link: Discuss the benefits of bilateral 
logistics agreements.  

 

2. G7:  
Context:  
G7 has sought to present a united front against Russian aggression toward Ukraine as Britain.  

● This decision was taken at the recent G7 meeting, attended in person by the U.S. Secretary of State 
Antony Blinken and his counterparts from France, Italy, Germany, Japan and Canada.  

● This decision comes amid international concern that Russia could invade Ukraine. However, Russia 
denies planning any attack.  

 
What's the issue?  

● Ukraine is at the centre of a crisis in East-West relations as it accuses Russia of amassing tens of 
thousands of troops in preparation for a possible large-scale military offensive.  

● Russia accuses Ukraine and the United States of destabilising behaviour, and has said it needs security 
guarantees for its own protection.  

 
What is G7?  
The G7, originally G8, was set up in 1975 as an informal forum bringing together the leaders of the world’s 
leading industrial nations.  
Composition: The summit gathers leaders from the European Union (EU) and the following countries: Canada, 
France, Germany, Italy, Japan, the United Kingdom and the United States.  
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The major purpose of the G-7 is to discuss 
and deliberate on international economic 
issues. It sometimes acts in concert to help 
resolve other global problems, with a 
special focus on economic issues.  
 
How did G7 become G8?  

● Russia was formally inducted as a 
member in the group in 1998, 
which led G7 to become G8.  

● However, Russian President 
Vladimir Putin’s condemnable act of 
moving Russian troops into eastern 
Ukraine and conquering Crimea in 2014 drew heavy criticism from the other G8 nations.  

● The other nations of the group decided to suspend Russia from the G8 as a consequence of its actions 
and the group became G7 again in 2014.  

 
InstaCurious: Do you know about the Four Asian Tigers? Read Here.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Groups: G7, G8, G10, G15, G20, G24 
countries.  

2. Geographical location of member 
countries.  

 

Mains Link: Discuss the relevance of G7 countries 
today. What are the reforms necessary to make the 
grouping more effective? 
 
Link:https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehin
du.com/news/international/g7-puts-up-united-
front-against-russia/article37935334.ece/amp/.  

 

3. Comprehensive Economic Cooperation Agreement (CECA):  
Context:  
India and Australia are fast-tracking negotiation regarding the 
bilateral Comprehensive Economic Cooperation Agreement 
(CECA).  
 
India- Australia bilateral trade:  

● India’s exports to Australia amounted to $4.04 billion 
while imports were $8.24 billion in FY21.  

● Major Indian exports to Australia are petroleum 
products, medicines, polished diamonds, gold jewellery, apparel etc, while key Australian exports to 
India include coal, LNG, alumina and non-monetary gold.  

● In services, major Indian exports include travel, telecom and computer, government and financial 
services, while Australian services exports were principally in education and personal travel.  

● In 2020, India was Australia’s seventh-largest trading partner and sixth largest export destination, 
driven by coal and international education.  

 
Insta Curious:  
Difference between CECA and CEPA:  

1. CECA – Comprehensive Economic Cooperation Agreement.  
2. CEPA – Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement.  

The major “technical” difference between a CECA and CEPA is that CECA involve only “tariff 
reduction/elimination in a phased manner on listed/all items except the negative list and tariff rate quota 
(TRQ) items.  

● CEPA also covers the trade in services and investment and other areas of economic partnership”.  
● So CEPA is a wider term that CECA and has the widest coverage.  
● Usually CECA is signed first with a country and after that negotiations may start for a CEPA.  
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InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About CECA.  
2. About CEPA.  
3. India's FTAs with other countries.  

Mains Link: Discuss the significance of India- 
Australia CECA.  
 
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=GP39ASP62.1&imageview=0.  

 
Topics: Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries on India’s 
interests, Indian diaspora. 

1. How is Hong Kong administered?  
Context:  
Hong Kong authorities are pursuing new laws to tighten the city-state’s grip on public discourse critical of its 
Beijing-aligned government.  
 
Need for:  
Residents are resorting to self-censorship and many feel that their city’s progressive identity may have been 
permanently lost.  
 
How is Hong Kong ruled?  
It is ruled under One Country Two Systems approach.  
As per the policy, the Hong Kong and Macau Special 
Administrative Regions, both former colonies, can have 
different economic and political systems from that of 
mainland China, while being part of the People’s Republic 
of China.  
Hong Kong returned to Chinese control on July 1, 1997, and 
Macau’s sovereignty was transferred on December 20, 
1999.  

● The regions would have their own currencies, economic and legal systems, but defence and diplomacy 
would be decided by Beijing.  

● Their mini-Constitutions would remain valid for 50 years — till 2047 for Hong Kong and 2049 for 
Macau. It is unclear what will happen after this term.  

 
Chinese law in Hong Kong to respond to foreign sanctions:  

● The law is proposed to be introduced through Hong Kong legislation rather than Beijing legislation, by 
adding it to an annex of Hong Kong's mini-constitution, known as the Basic Law.  

 
What's the law all about?  

1. Beijing adopted a law in June under which individuals or entities involved in making or implementing 
discriminatory measures against Chinese citizens or entities could be put on a Chinese government 
anti-sanctions list.  

2. Under China's law, such individuals could then be denied entry into China or be expelled.  
3. Their assets in China may be seized or frozen. They could also be restricted from doing business with 

entities or people in China. 
 
Why was such a law introduced?  
The law comes as the United States and European Union step up pressure on China over trade, technology, 
Hong Kong and the far western region of Xinjiang  
 
Concerns and issues associated with the law:  
Critics have warned that Hong Kong's adoption of the law could undermine its reputation as a global financial 
hub.  
 
InstaLinks:  Prelims Link:  
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1. About Hong Kong.  
2. When did it become independent?  
3. About One Country Two Systems approach.  

4. Highlights of the law.  
 
Mains Link: Discuss the implications of the law.  

 

2. China- Hong Kong Relations:  
Context:  
Pillar of Shame, a memorial to the victims of the Tiananmen crackdown, was recently dismantled by China.  
 
Pillar of Shame:  
The Pillar of Shame, a haunting eight-metre tall sculpture showing intertwined bodies with 
hollowed eyes and open mouths — an anguished mass of humanity — was created by 
Danish artist Jens Galschiot as a tribute to the victims of China’s crackdown in 
Tiananmen Square in June 1989.  
 
What's the issue now?  

● The statue has been at Hong Kong University (HKU) since 1997, installed shortly 
after one of Hong Kong’s annual June vigils at Victoria Park, where thousands 
gathered every year to mark the anniversary.  

● The vigil itself had been symbolic of Hong Kong’s special status under the “one country, two systems” 
model that granted it freedoms that are denied on the mainland, where commemorations of June 4 
are banned.  

● The vigil did not take place in June this year for the first time, with the police cordoning off the park.  
● If the end of the vigil was seen as a significant symbol of one of Hong Kong’s distinct freedoms slipping 

away, the removal of the statue has now been added to the list.  
 
Recent changes:  

● Hong Kong’s changes, including the shutting down of newspapers and an overhaul of the curriculum in 
schools and colleges, have come thick and fast in recent months after Beijing, in June 2020, passed a 
new national security law that lists stiff penalties for subversion and secession.  

● The passing of the law followed months of pro-democracy protests in 2019 calling for direct elections, 
including for the top post of Chief Executive, who is now nominated.  

● Beijing has also overhauled the electoral system, reducing the share of directly elected representatives 
in Hong Kong’s Legislative Council (LegCo), down from 50% to 22%. The new rules also introduced a 
review committee to decide on the eligibility of candidates to ensure only “patriots” could run for 
office.  

  
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About Hong Kong.  
2. When did it become independent?  

3. About One Country Two Systems approach.  
4. Highlights of the law.  

 
Mains Link: Discuss the implications of the law. 

 

3. S-400 and CAATSA:  
Context:  
The U.S. State Department spokesperson has said 
that there will be no “blanket” waiver for India, 
indicating that even if S-400 Triumf anti-aircraft 
missile systems deal is not sanctioned, other 
“significant” military and nuclear transactions 
between India and Russia could still trigger 
sanctions under the Countering America’s 
Adversaries Through Sanctions Act (CAATSA).  
 
What's the concern?  
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There has been unease in Washington ever since 2016 when India announced the 
deal with Russia, which remains New Delhi’s biggest defence partner.  

● Now, the S-400 deal could attract sanctions under US' CAATSA law. The US 
has already sanctioned China and Turkey over similar purchases.  

 
What is the S-400 air defence missile system? Why does India need it?  
The S-400 Triumf is a mobile, surface-to-air missile system (SAM) designed by Russia. 
● It is the most dangerous operationally deployed modern long-range SAM (MLR 

SAM) in the world, considered much ahead of the US-developed Terminal High 
Altitude Area Defense system (THAAD).  

 
What is CAATSA, and how did the S-400 deal fall foul of this Act?  
● Countering America’s Adversaries through Sanctions Act (CAATSA)‘s core 

objective is to counter Iran, Russia and North Korea through punitive measures.  
● Enacted in 2017.  
● Includes sanctions against countries that engage in significant transactions with 

Russia’s defence and intelligence sectors.  
 
What sanctions will be imposed?  
1. prohibition on loans to the sanctioned 

person. 
2. prohibition of Export-Import bank 

assistance for exports to sanctioned 
persons. 

3. prohibition on procurement by United 
States Government to procure goods or 
services from the sanctioned person. 

4. denial of visas to persons closely 
associated with the sanctioned person. 

 
Significance of the deal:  
The S-400 decision is a very strong example 
of how advanced our defence and strategic 
partnership is, and how strong Indian 
sovereignty is, to choose its international 
partners, especially when it comes to issues 
of national interest and national security.  
 
Insta Curious: Do you know about the 
foundational agreements? There are three agreements called foundational agreements. Reference: read this.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. CAATSA is associated with?  
2. Powers of US president under CAATSA.  
3. Types of sanctions that can be imposed.  
4. Significant defence deals between India 

and Russia.  

5. Overview of Iran Nuclear deal.  
 
Mains Link: Discuss the features and significance of 
CAATSA.  
 
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=G5A99KNA5.1&imageview=0.  

 

4. Uighurs:  
Context:  
China has announced sanctions on four members of the U.S. government’s Commission on International 
Religious Freedom in retaliation for penalties imposed on Chinese officials over complaints of abuses in the 
country’s northwestern Xinjiang region.  
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Background:  
The US has imposed new sanctions on several Chinese biotech and surveillance companies for actions in 
Xinjiang province, the latest step against Beijing over human rights abuses of Uighurs Muslims in the country's 
western region.  
 
What's the issue?  
Various countries have called on China to “ensure full respect for the rule of law” for the Muslim Uighur 
community in Xinjiang.  

● Credible reports indicate that over a million people have been arbitrarily detained in Xinjiang and that 
there is widespread surveillance disproportionately targeting Uighurs and members of other minorities 
and restrictions on fundamental freedoms and Uighur culture.  

 
China's response:  
Despite mounting evidence, China denies mistreating the Uyghurs, and goes on to insist it is simply running 
"vocational training" centres designed to counter extremism.  
 
Who are Uighurs?  
The Uighurs are a predominantly Muslim minority 
Turkic ethnic group, whose origins can be traced to 
Central and East Asia.  
The Uighurs speak their own language, similar to 
Turkish, and see themselves as culturally and 
ethnically close to Central Asian nations.  

● China recognises the community only as a 
regional minority and rejects that they are 
an indigenous group.  

● Currently, the largest population of the Uighur ethnic community lives in the Xinjiang region of China.  
● A significant population of Uighurs also lives in the neighbouring Central Asian countries such as 

Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan and Kazakhstan.  
Uighur Muslims for decades, under the false accusation by the Chinese government of terrorism and 
separatism, have suffered from abuses including persecution, forced detention, intense scrutiny, surveillance 
and even slavery.  
 
Insta Curious: Do you know about China’s One Country Two Systems policy? Which regions are administered 
under this policy? Read this,  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Who are Uighurs?  
2. Where is Xinjiang?  
3. Who are Han Chinese?  
4. Indian states bordering Xinjiang province.  

 
Mains Link: Who are Uighurs? Why are they in 
news? Discuss.   
 
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=GHQ9ALFFP.1&imageview=0.  

 

5. UAE’s Golden Visa:  
Context:  
Bollywood actor Tusshar Kapoor awarded Golden Visa.  

● He joins a growing list of Indian movie stars, including Mohanlal and Shah Rukh Khan, who have 
received the coveted 10-year residency.  

 
What is it?  
In 2019, the United Arab Emirates (UAE) implemented a new system for long-term residence visas, thereby 
enabling foreigners to live, work and study in the UAE without the need of a national sponsor and with 100 
per cent ownership of their business.  
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So, what does the Golden Visa offer?  
The Golden Visa system essentially offers long-term residency (5 and 10 years) to people belonging to the 
following groups:  

● investors, entrepreneurs, individuals with outstanding talents the likes of researchers, medical 
professionals and those within the scientific and knowledge fields, and remarkable students.  

 
Eligibility requirements (Have a brief overview; need not mug up):  
For investors:  

● A deposit of at least AED (United Arab Emirates Dirham) 10 million worth of public investment, either 
in the form of an investment fund or a company.  

● 60% of the total investment must not be in the form of real estate.  
● The invested amount must not be loaned, or in case of assets, investors must assume full ownership.  
● The investor must be able to retain the investment for a minimum of three years.  
● May be extended to include business partners, providing that each partner contributes AED 10 million.  
● Can also include the holder’s spouse and children, as well as one executive director and one advisor.  

 
For individuals with specialized talents:  
The category includes doctors, researchers, scientists, investors and artists. These individuals may be granted a 
10-year visa following accreditations granted by their respective departments and fields. The visa also extends 
to their spouses and children.  
 
Eligibility for a 5-year visa:  

● The investor must invest in a property of a gross value of not less than AED 5 million.  
● The amount invested in real estate must not be on loan basis.  
● The property must be retained for at least three years.  

 
Outstanding students:  

● Outstanding students with a minimum grade of 95% in public and private secondary schools.  
● University students within and outside the country having a distinction GPA of at least 3.75 upon 

graduation.  
 
Reasons Behind the Move:  
The UAE's economy has been hit hard by the Covid-19 pandemic and low oil prices, prompting many 
expatriates to leave.  

● The move intends to bring them back now and keep the “talented people and great minds” in the 
Gulf country and help in nation-building.  

● It will attract talented professionals from various fields of expertise and further encourage innovation, 
creativity and applied research, adding to the appeal of a career in the UAE for the world’s brightest 
minds.  

 
Significance for India:  

● It would attract more Indian professionals and businessmen to the Gulf nation and strengthen the 
India-UAE Relations.  

● It will also facilitate the return of Indians who want to resume work after the relaxation of Covid-19-
related restrictions, for which India had requested the members of the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) 
in early November 2020.  

 
Insta Curious: Did you know about UAE mediation between India and Pakistan. Read more about it:  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Important countries in the Middle East and 
their location.  

2. India and UAE- Bilateral trade and crude oil 
supply.  

3. Indian diaspora in UAE- volume and 
significance.  

4. What is a Golden Visa?  
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5. Who is eligible?  
6. Benefits.  

Mains Link: Discuss the significance of UAE Golden 
Visa Scheme.  

 

6. Iran nuclear talks set to resume after five months:  
Context:  
The international talks have resumed in Vienna to revive the 2015 Iran nuclear deal, known as the Joint 
Comprehensive Plan of Action, or JCPOA.  

● The talks are held between the remaining partners to the deal — Iran, China, Russia, Germany, France 
and the U.K.  

● The talks seek to bring back the United States, after it withdrew from the accord in 2018 under then 
President Donald Trump and began imposing sanctions on Iran.  

 
About the Iran Nuclear Deal:  

● Also known as the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA).  
● The JCPOA was the result of prolonged negotiations from 2013 and 2015 between Iran and P5+1 

(China, France, Germany, Russia, the United Kingdom, the United States, and the European Union, or 
the EU).  

● Under the deal, Tehran agreed to significantly cut its stores of centrifuges, enriched uranium and 
heavy-water, all key components for nuclear weapons. 

 
What's the concern now?  

● Mr. Trump pulled the U.S. out of the accord in 2018. Besides, he opted for a “maximum pressure” 
campaign by imposing sanctions and other tough actions.  

● Iran responded by intensifying its enrichment of uranium and building of centrifuges, while maintaining 
its insistence that its nuclear development was for civilian and not military purposes.  

Again, In January 2020, following the drone strike on Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps commander Gen. 
Qasem Soleiman, Iran announced that it would no longer observe the JCPOA’s restraints.  

● The collapse of the JCPOA drags Iran towards nuclear brinkmanship, like North Korea, which has 
created major geopolitical instability in the region and beyond.  

 
Significance of the deal for India:  

● Removing sanctions may revive India’s interest in the Chabahar port, Bandar Abbas port, and other 
plans for regional connectivity.  

● This would further help India to neutralize the Chinese presence in Gwadar port, Pakistan.  
● Restoration of ties between the US and Iran will help India to procure cheap Iranian oil and aid in 

energy security.  
 
Insta Curious: Have you heard about the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty (CTBT)? Is India a member to 
this treaty? Reference: read this.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. What is JCPOA? Signatories. 
2. Iran and its neighbours. 

3. What is IAEA? Relation with the UN. 
4. What is Uranium Enrichment? 

 
Mains Link: Write a note on JCPOA.  

 
Topics: Important International institutions, agencies and fora, their structure, mandate. 

1. What are International Financial Services Centres (IFSC)? 
Context:  
Prime Minister Narendra Modi is set to inaugurate InFinity Forum, a thought leadership Forum on FinTech, on 
3rd December.  

● The event is being hosted by International Financial Services Centres Authority (IFSCA), under the aegis 
of Government of India in collaboration with GIFT City and Bloomberg.  

● Indonesia, South Africa and the U.K. are partner countries in the first edition of the Forum.  
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The InFinity Forum:  
● It will bring together the leading minds of the world in policy, business, and technology to discuss and 

come up with actionable insight into how technology and innovation can be leveraged by the FinTech 
industry for inclusive growth and serving humanity at large.  

● The agenda of the Forum will focus on the theme of 'Beyond'; with various sub themes including 
FinTech beyond boundaries, FinTech beyond Finance and FinTech Beyond Next. 

The forum will witness participation from over 70 countries. 
 
About IFSCA:  

● The International Financial Services Centres Authority (IFSCA), headquartered at GIFT City, Gandhinagar 
Gujarat, has been established under the International Financial Services Centres Authority Act, 2019.  

● It works as a unified authority for the development and regulation of financial products, financial 
services and financial institutions in the International Financial Services Centre (IFSC) in India.  

 
What is an IFSC?  
An IFSC caters to customers outside the jurisdiction of the domestic economy. 

● Such centres deal with flows of finance, financial products and services across borders. 
● London, New York and Singapore can be counted as global financial centres. 

 
Services an IFSC can provide: 

● Fund-raising services for individuals, corporations and governments. 
● Asset management and global portfolio diversification undertaken by pension funds, insurance 

companies and mutual funds. 
● Wealth management. 
● Global tax management and cross-border tax liability optimization, which provides a business 

opportunity for financial intermediaries, accountants and law firms. 
● Global and regional corporate treasury management operations that involve fund-raising, liquidity 

investment and management and asset-liability matching. 
● Risk management operations such as insurance and reinsurance. 
● Merger and acquisition activities among trans-national corporations. 

 
Can an IFSC be set up in a special economic zone (SEZ)? 
The SEZ Act 2005 allows setting up an IFSC in an SEZ or as an SEZ after approval from the central government. 
 
IFSCs in India: 
The first IFSC in India has been set up at the Gujarat International Finance Tec-City (GIFT City) in Gandhinagar. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What are IFSCs? 
2. Can they be set up in SEZs? 
3. India's first IFSC. 

4. Services they provide? 
5. Limitations. 

 
Mains Link: Discuss the significance of international 
financial services centres.  

 

2. World Gold Council: 
Context: 
As per WGC’s ‘Bullion Trade in India’ report:  

1. Imports made up 86% of India’s gold supply between 2016-2020, and inbound shipments continue to 
grow despite high import duty.  

2. Since the first duty hike in 2012, India has imported some 6,581 tonnes of gold, averaging 730 tonnes 
per annum.  

3. In 2020, India imported 377 tonnes of gold bars and dore from over 30 countries, of which 55% came 
from just two countries — Switzerland (44%) and the UAE (11%).  

4. In the last five years, gold dore imports made up 30% of the total official imports of the yellow metal.  
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Gold & Economy: 
As Currency: Gold was used as the world reserve currency up 
through most of the 20th century. The United States used the 
gold standard until 1971. 
As a hedge against inflation: The demand for gold increases 
during inflationary times due to its inherent value and limited 
supply. As it cannot be diluted, gold is able to retain value much 
better than other forms of currency. 
Strength of Currency: When a country imports more than it 
exports, the value of its currency will decline. On the other hand, 
the value of its currency will increase when a country is a net 
exporter. Thus, a country that exports gold or has access to gold 
reserves will see an increase in the strength of its currency when 
gold prices increase, since this increases the value of the 
country's total exports. 
 
About the World Gold Council: 
● It is the market development organisation for the gold industry.  
● It works across all parts of the industry, from gold mining to 

investment, and their aim is to stimulate and sustain demand for 
gold. 

● It is an association whose members comprise the world’s leading 
gold mining companies. 

● It helps to support its members to mine in a responsible way and 
developed the Conflict Free Gold Standard. 

● Headquartered in the UK, they have offices in India, China, 
Singapore, Japan and the United States. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Gold imports and exports. 
2. About WGC. 
3. India's gold consumption. 
4. Major gold producing sites in India. 

 
Mains Link: Discuss how gold demand affects the 
overall economy of a country.  

 

Link:https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehin
du.com/business/Economy/imports-made-up-86-
of-2016-20-india-gold-
supply/article37917284.ece/amp/.  

 

3. UN Observer status to Solar Alliance:  
Context:  
The UN General Assembly has conferred Observer Status to the International Solar Alliance (ISA), a historic 
decision which India said would help provide for a well-defined cooperation between the Alliance and the 
United Nations that would benefit global energy growth and development.  
 
Significance of the observer status:  
The granting of Observer Status to ISA in the General Assembly would help provide for regular and well-defined 
cooperation between the Alliance and the United Nations that would benefit global energy growth and 
development.  
 
International Solar Alliance (ISA):                                              
● The ISA was conceived as a joint effort by India and France to mobilise efforts against climate change 

through the deployment of solar energy solutions.  
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● It was presented by the leaders of 
the two countries at the 21st 
Conference of Parties (COP21) to the 
United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change 
(UNFCCC) held in Paris in 2015.  

● It is an alliance of more than 122 
countries initiated by India. 

● ISA is a coalition of solar resource 
rich countries lying fully or partially 
between the Tropic of Cancer and 
the Tropic of Capricorn to specifically 
address energy needs by harnessing 
solar energy. 

● The Paris Declaration establishes ISA 
as an alliance dedicated to the promotion of solar energy among its member countries. 

● ISA brings together countries with rich solar potential to aggregate global demand, thereby reducing prices 
through bulk purchase. 

● It facilitates the deployment of existing solar technologies at scale, and promoting collaborative solar R&D 
and capacity building. 

 
Secretariat:  

● India and France jointly laid the foundation stone of ISA Headquarters. 
● They inaugurated the interim Secretariat of the ISA in National Institute of Solar Energy campus, 

Gurugram, Haryana. 
 
Objectives:  
● The ISA’s major objectives include global deployment of over 1,000GW of solar generation capacity and 

mobilisation of investment of over US$ 1000 billion into solar energy by 2030. 
● The ISA envisions to enable the full ecosystem for availability and development of technology, economic 

resources, and development of storage technology, mass manufacturing and innovation.  
 
Signatories:  
A total of 80 countries have signed and ratified the ISA Framework Agreement and 101 countries have only 
signed the agreement.  
 
Need for: 
● The reduced cost of technology would enable the undertaking of more ambitious solar energy 

programmes.  
● Solar is key source of affordable and reliable energy. Successful project implementation could play 

significant role in achieving the universal energy access goal (SDG 7).  
● ISA's six programmes could be a game changer for the conservation of environment viz. Solar 

Applications for Agricultural Use, Affordable Finance at Scale, Mini Grids, and Solar Rooftops and Solar E-
mobility & Storage and Large-Scale Solar Parks.  

   
Insta Curious: Do you know about the First World Solar Technology Summit? Reference: read this.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. ISA.  
2. ISA secretariat.  
3. OSOWOG initiative- objectives. 
4. When was it launched? 
5. Implementing agency. 
6. What are non- fossil fuels? Examples. 

 
Mains Link: Discuss the significance of OSOWOG 
initiative.  
 
Link:https://www.thehindu.com/news/internation
al/observer-status-granted-to-international-solar-
alliance/article37927868.ece/amp/.  
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4. UNCLOS (United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea):  
Context:  
India remained committed to promoting a free, open and rules-based order rooted in international law and 
undaunted by coercion, the Centre recently informed Parliament while reiterating support for the United 
Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS).  
 
Efforts by India to safeguard maritime interests and strengthen security in the Indian Ocean Region (IOR):  

● India supported freedom of navigation and overflight, and unimpeded commerce based on the 
principles of international law, reflected notably in the UNCLOS 1982.  

● As a State party to the UNCLOS, India promoted utmost respect for the UNCLOS, which established the 
international legal order of the seas and oceans.  

● India developed its maritime cooperation with regional partners in consonance with the Government’s 
vision of Security and Growth for All in the Region (SAGAR).  

● The steps taken include ‘Mission based Deployments’ of naval ships and aircraft to enhance Maritime 
Domain Awareness, promote maritime security and address contingencies that may arise.  

 
About UNCLOS:  
Adopted and signed in 1982. It became effective in the 
year 1994.  
It replaced the four Geneva Conventions of April, 1958, 
which respectively concerned the territorial sea and the 
contiguous zone, the continental shelf, the high seas, 
fishing and conservation of living resources on the high 
seas.  

● The Convention has become the legal framework 
for marine and maritime activities.  

● Also known as Law of the Sea, it divides marine 
areas into five main zones namely- Internal Waters, Territorial Sea, Contiguous Zone, Exclusive 
Economic Zone (EEZ) and the High Seas.  

● UNCLOS is the only international convention which stipulates a framework for state jurisdiction in 
maritime spaces. It provides a different legal status to different maritime zones.  

 
The Convention has created three new institutions on the international scene:  

1. The International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea.  
2. The International Seabed Authority.  
3. The Commission on the Limits of the Continental Shelf.  

 
Insta Curious: Do you know about the Convention on the High Seas? Reference:  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About Continental Shelf.  
2. About International Seabed Authority.  
3. About UNCLOS.  
4. About EEZ.  

5. What is PCA?  
6. About South China Sea dispute.  

 
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=GDU99OP78.1&imageview=0.  

 

5. Organization of Islamic Cooperation:  
Context:  
The Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) had recently called for a meeting in Islamabad to find ways to 
help Afghanistan avert an imminent economic collapse they say would have a “horrendous” global impact.   

● The summit brought together dozens of Foreign Ministers as well as the representatives on 
Afghanistan of major powers, including China, the U.S. and Russia. 
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Outcomes:  
● The meet ended with a promise to set up a fund to provide humanitarian aid through the Islamic 

Development Bank (IDB), which would provide a cover for countries to donate without dealing directly 
with the country’s Taliban rulers.  

 
What's the issue?  
There has been a growing call for the U.S. and other countries to release upward of $10 billion in frozen Afghan 
assets. However, previously the U.S. has said at least some of that money is tied up in litigation involving the 
survivors and the families of victims of the 9/11 terrorist attacks carried out by al-Qaeda while being harboured 
in Afghanistan by the Taliban.  

● Several nations called for a quick opening of the country’s banking system and collectively, with the UN 
and international banking institutions, to provide assistance to Afghanistan.  

 
About OIC: 

● It is an international organization founded in 1969, consisting of 57 member states. 
● It is the second largest inter-governmental organization after the United Nations. 
● The organisation states that it is “the collective voice of the Muslim world” and works to “safeguard 

and protect the interests of the Muslim world in the spirit of promoting international peace and 
harmony “. 

● The OIC has permanent delegations to the United Nations and the European Union. 
● Permanent Secretariat is in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia. 

 
Significance of OIC for India: 
OIC’s growing economic and energy interdependence with India has become important in recent times. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. OIC- objectives. 
2. Functions. 
3. Members. 
4. Subsidiary organisations. 

 
Mains Link: Write a note on OIC.  
 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=GRF9AE6ON.1&imageview=0.  

 

6. United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR):  
Context:  
Vodafone announced that it is auctioning the world’s first SMS as a non-fungible token (NFT). Now, the 
company has announced that a bidder has paid 107,000 euros for the replica of the first communication 
protocol of a short message, perpetuated as a NFT.  

● Vodafone will donate them to UNHCR, the UN refugee agency, to support the 82.4 million people who 
have been forced to flee their homes due to conflict and persecution.  

 
The world’s first SMS:  
It was sent almost three decades ago on December 3, 1992 through the Vodafone network. The SMS was 
received by Vodafone employee Richard Jarvis. "Merry Christmas," the 15 character message read.  
 
What is an NFT?  
An NFT is a one-of-a-kind digital collectible. This means it is unique and can’t be replaced. These virtual tokens 
can be songs, movies, artworks, photographs, social media posts, GIFs and anything else that can be stored 
digitally.  
 
About the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR):  

● It is a UN Refugee Agency and a global organization dedicated to saving lives, protecting the rights and 
building a better future for refugees, forcibly displaced communities and stateless people. 

● It was created in 1950 to help millions of Europeans who had fled or lost their homes. 
● It is headquartered at Geneva, Switzerland. 
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Insta Curious: What is Non-refoulement? It is the principle under international law that a person fleeing from 
persecution from his own country should not be forced to return.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About UNHCR.  
2. What is Non-refoulement?  
3. UN Refugee Conventions.  
4. Universal Declaration of Human Rights of 

1948.  

5. The International Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights of 1966.  

 
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=G6U8I31A7.1&imageview=0.  

 

7. Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP):  
Context:  
The RCEP will come into effect on January 1, 2022, marking the formation of the world's largest free trade 
zone in terms of trade volume.  
 
What is RCEP?  
It is a trade deal between the 10-member Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) and China, Japan, 
South Korea, Australia and New Zealand.  
 
Aims and Objectives of RCEP:  

1. To lower tariffs, open up trade in services and promote investment to help emerging economies catch 
up with the rest of the world.  

2. To help reduce costs and time for companies by allowing them to export a product anywhere within 
the bloc without meeting separate requirements for each country.  

3. It also touches on intellectual property, but will not cover environmental protections and labour rights.  
 
Significance:  

● RCEP will cover about 30% of global gross domestic 
product (GDP), worth $26.2 trillion (€23.17 trillion), and 
nearly a third of the world's population, some 2.2 billion 
people.  

● Under RCEP, around 90% of trade tariffs within the bloc 
will eventually be eliminated.  

● RCEP will also set common rules around trade, intellectual 
property, e-commerce and competition.  

 
Why did India not join?  
India withdrew from the RCEP largely because of concerns it would open it up to Chinese goods amid an 
already wide trade imbalance with China, and the failure of the agreement to adequately open up to services.  
 
Need for India's presence in RCEP:  

● India had “a crucial role” to play in 
helping the region build an inclusive 
architecture at a time of increasing 
global instability.  

● Such trade pacts will also give Indian 
companies a platform to showcase 
their strengths across even larger 
markets.  

● Besides, Rising U.S.-China tensions 
were “deeply worrying” for the region 
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with the pandemic resulting in “heightened tension”.  
 
Challenges ahead:  

● The lack of participation by the United States "allows Beijing to solidify its role as driver of economic 
growth in the region."  

● Economic gains will take a long time to materialize.  
● While the big Asian economies will enjoy most of the spoils, RCEP may leave smaller countries within 

ASEAN at a disadvantage, as the trade deal doesn't cover their major industries.  
● The least developed countries in Asia ― Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar ― currently benefit from inter-

ASEAN trade, which could be "eroded" by RCEP trade.  
● The smaller ASEAN countries may also lose some of their benefits from trade preference programs that 

allow them to export tariff-free products outside of ASEAN, including South Korea and Japan.  
 
Insta Curious: Did you know that China currently has no bilateral agreement with Japan and only a limited deal 
with South Korea ― its third and fifth largest trading partners?  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. RCEP- composition and objectives.  

2. India’s free trader agreements with ASEAN 
countries.  

3. Geographical location of asean countries.  
4. Aims and objectives of RCEP.  

 

8. New Development Bank (NDB):  
Context:  
India has welcomed Egypt's entry as the fourth new member of the New Development Bank (NDB) that was 
established by the BRICS countries six years ago.  

● The NDB admitted Bangladesh, United Arab Emirates (UAE) and Uruguay as its new members in 
September.  

 
Significance:  
Expansion of the membership by the NDB will help it position as a premier development institution for 
emerging economies.  
 
About NDB:  
It is a multilateral development bank operated by the 
BRICS states (Brazil, Russia, India, China and South 
Africa). 
● It was agreed to by BRICS leaders at the 5th BRICS 

summit held in Durban, South Africa in 2013. 
● It was established in 2014, at the 6th BRICS 

Summit at Fortaleza, Brazil. 
● The bank is set up to foster greater financial and 

development cooperation among the five emerging 
markets. 

● Headquartered in Shanghai, China. 
In 2018, the NDB received observer status in the 
United Nations General Assembly, establishing a firm 
basis for active and fruitful cooperation with the UN. 
 
Voting: 
Unlike the World Bank, which assigns votes based on 
capital share, in the New Development Bank each participant country will be assigned one vote, and none of 
the countries will have veto power. 
 
Roles and functions: 
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The Bank will mobilise resources for infrastructure and sustainable development projects in BRICS and other 
emerging economies and developing countries, to supplement existing efforts of multilateral and regional 
financial institutions for global growth and development. 
 
Significance:  
The BRICS brings together five of the largest developing countries of the world, representing 41% of the global 
population, 24% of the global GDP and 16% of the global trade.  
 
Insta Links: 
Prelims Link: 

1. NDB- members and voting powers. 
2. Where it can invest? 
3. Which are the NDB funded projects in 

India? 
4. Fortaleza declaration is related to? 
5. When was NDB established? 

6. NDB vs World Bank vs AIIB. 
 
Mains Link: Discuss the objectives and significance 
of NDB. 
 
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=GHO8E9ODB.1&imageview=0.  
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GENERAL STUDIES – 3 
 

Topics: Indian Economy and issues relating to planning, mobilization of resources, growth, 
development and employment. 

1. What are negative yield bonds? 
Context: 
The amount of bonds circulating with negative debt yields appears to be dissipating in Europe.  

● Global yields have been low for quite some time, and that accelerated when the pandemic struck in 
2020 as investors piled into the safety of bonds.  

 
What are they? 
These are debt instruments that offer to pay the investor a maturity amount lower than the purchase price 
of the bond. 

● Can be issued by central banks or governments. 
● Here, investors pay interest to the borrower to keep their money with them. 

 
Then, why do Investors buy such bonds? 

● Such instruments are usually in demand during times of stress and uncertainty. This is to protect their 
capital from significant erosion. 

● From currency fluctuations to deflation, there are scenarios in which purchasers of negative-yield 
bonds can come out ahead. 

 
Relationship between Bond Price and Yield: 
A bond's price moves inversely with its yield or interest rate; the higher the price of a bond, the lower the 
yield. 
The reason for the inverse relationship between price and yield is due, in part, to bonds being fixed-rate 
investments. 

1. Investors might sell their bonds if it's expected that interest rates will rise in the coming months and 
opt for the higher-rate bonds later on. 

2. Conversely, bond investors might buy bonds, driving the prices higher, if they believe interest rates will 
fall in the future because existing fixed-rate bonds will have a higher rate or yield. 

 
What is the key factor driving this demand today? 

1. It is the massive amount of liquidity injected by the global central banks after the pandemic began 
that has driven up prices of various assets including equities, debt and commodities. 

2. Many investors could also be temporarily parking money in negative-yielding government debt for the 
purpose of hedging their risk portfolio in equities. 

3. In case the fresh wave of the Covid-19 pandemic leads to further lockdowns of economies, then there 
could be further negative pressure on interest rates, pushing yields down further, and leading to profits 
even for investors who put in money at the current juncture. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What are Negative Yield Bonds? 
2. Relationship between Bond Price and Yield. 

 
Mains Link: Discuss why Negative Yield Bonds are 
gaining popularity these days. 

 

2. Inflation targeting:  
Context:  
India’s retail inflation hardened for the second month in a row in November, touching 4.91% from 4.48% 
recorded in October, with urban parts experiencing a sharper rise in prices at a pace of 5.54% and vegetable 
prices jumping 7.45% from the previous month.  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://www.insightsonindia.com/2021/04/01/inflation-targeting-2/&ved=2ahUKEwj4yoaR0eL0AhXhT2wGHaDjBLgQFnoECAMQAQ&usg=AOvVaw2TGvOFw-N8Qwt-DdnMTZzq


 

www.insightsonindia.com       114  InsightsIAS 

 
Concern:  
This suggests that upward price pressures persist, owing to the 
rise in input and commodity costs, as reflected in the wholesale 
price inflation touching a five-month high of 12.54% in October. 
This will affect inflation targeting by the RBI.  
 
What is inflation targeting?  

● It is a central banking policy that revolves around adjusting 
monetary policy to achieve a specified annual rate of 
inflation.  

● The principle of inflation targeting is based on the belief that long-term economic growth is best 
achieved by maintaining price stability, and price stability is achieved by controlling inflation.  

 
Inflation Targeting Framework: 
Now there is a flexible inflation targeting framework in India (after the 2016 amendment to the Reserve Bank 
of India (RBI) Act, 1934). 
 
Who sets the inflation target in India? 
The amended RBI Act provides for the inflation target to be set by the Government of India, in consultation 
with the Reserve Bank, once every five years. 
 
Current Inflation Target: 
The Central Government has notified 4 per cent Consumer Price Index (CPI) inflation as the target for the 
period from August 5, 2016, to March 31, 2021, with the upper tolerance limit of 6 per cent and the lower 
tolerance limit of 2 per cent. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What is the current inflation target? 
2. Who sets it? 
3. What is the monetary policy committee 

(MPC)? 

4. Functions. 
5. Composition. 

 
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=GDU99OPA3.1&imageview=0.  

 

3. Reimbursement scheme for RuPay Debit Card, BHIM UPI transactions 
Context: The Union Cabinet announced that it has approved a scheme to provide incentives of small amounts 
for transactions done through the RuPay Debit Card and BHIM UPI. This will incur an expense of around ₹1,300 
crores.  
 
Details: The Government will reimburse transaction charges levied on digital payments made by persons to the 
merchant as part of the merchant discount rate (MDR)  
 
What is MDR? 
MDR (Merchant Discount Rate) is basically a fee that a merchant is charged by their issuing bank for accepting 
payments from their customers via credit and debit cards 
In Budget 2020-21, the government prescribed zero Merchant Discount Rate (MDR), the rate merchants pay to 
scheme providers, for RuPay and UPI, both NPCI products, to popularise digital payments benefiting both 
customers and merchants. 
 
Digital Payment 
Digital payments have found strong ground, especially in India, increasingly relegating all other modes of 
payments to the background. 
It is through a faster system of simultaneous debits and credits that the money value is transferred from one 
account to the other across banks. 
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It embraces all kinds of operators (including direct benefit transfer by the government) across the country and 
even internationally, subject to regulatory forbearance. 
According to a report, Indian digital payment industry is expected to reach $1 trillion by 2023. 
 
Evolution of digital payments in India: steered by the RBI: 

1. There is a long and interesting history behind the evolution of digital payments in 
India, piloted by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) and succinctly captured in the Payment 
Systems in India, published in 1998. 

2. A major thrust toward large value payments was affected through the Real Time Gross 
Settlement System, or RTGS, launched by the RBI in March 2004. 

3. Introduction of National Electronic Funds Transfer (NEFT) and bulk debits and credits 
to support retail payments around the same time. 

4. Now, NEFT is available round the clock and RTGS will follow from December 2020 only a few 
countries have achieved this. 

5. Time Bound Settlements: Today, the Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI),  the 
market regulator, is contemplating a T+1 settlement (T is for transaction date) because the 
underlying consideration of the sale proceeds of the shares get exchanged very fast under the 
payments system. 

Fig: Recommendations of Ratan Watal Panel on Digital Payment 

 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What is MDR? 
2. Various schemes for digitalization of 

Payment system in India? 

3. Committees constituted for Digital 
Payments? 

Mains Link: How should India create and transform 
its digital payment infrastructure? Examine 
Source: Live Mint 

 

4. The suspension of futures trading in agri products:  
Context:  
The Securities & Exchange Board of India (SEBI) has issued directions to stock exchanges in commodity 
derivatives segment for immediately suspending trading in derivative contracts in key farm commodities 
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namely paddy (non-basmati), wheat, chana, mustard seeds and its derivatives, soya bean and its derivatives, 
crude palm oil & moong for a year.  

● It is being suspended to reign in the rising prices of these essential commodities which is fuelling 
inflation.  

 
What are derivative contracts?  

● Derivative contracts are contracts between two or more parties where the derivative value is based 
upon an underlying asset, in this case agri commodities.b 

● The price of the derivatives are established by the price fluctuations of the underlying assets.  
● Derivatives can be traded on an exchange or over the counter (OTC).  

 
How does the system work and what are derivatives trading?  
Derivatives trading takes place when traders speculate on the future price of an asset through buying or 
selling of derivative contracts to maximise profit as compared to buying the underlying asset outright.  

● Traders also use derivatives for hedging to minimise risk against an existing position.  
● With derivatives, traders can go short and make profit from falling asset prices.  
● They also use derivatives to hedge against any existing long positions.  
● The ultimate objective is to profit. This is viewed as a deterrent to bring in price discipline in the 

market.  
 
Why suspension?  

● To reign in on the rising prices of these essential commodities which is fuelling inflation. India is the 
world’s biggest importer of vegetable oils and this measure will make it difficult for edible oil importers 
and traders to transact business since they use Indian exchanges to hedge their risk.  

● It is believed that speculators have a role in jacking up of prices and this needs to be discouraged to 
curb inflation and support growth as the economy is recovering from the COVID-19 impact.  

 
Link: https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GK69AOR2H.1&imageview=0.  
 

Topics: Inclusive growth and issues arising from it. 

1. Co-Lending Model- Bank-NBFC co-lending:  
Context:  
In September 2018, the RBI had permitted the banks to co-lend with all registered NBFCs (including HFCs) to 
increase lending to the priority sector based on a prior agreement.  

● Following this, several banks have entered into co-lending ‘master agreements’ with NBFCs, and more 
are in the pipeline.  

 
What's the concern now?  
This has led to unusual tie-ups between banks and NBFCs. For instance, SBI signed a deal with Adani Capital, a 
small NBFC, for co-lending to farmers to help them buy tractors and farm implements.  
Greater risk in co-lending: NBFCs are required to retain at least a 20 per cent share of individual loans on their 
books. This means 80 per cent of the risk will be with the banks — who will take the big hit in case of a default.  
Corporates in banking: While the RBI hasn’t officially allowed the entry of big corporate houses into the 
banking space, NBFCs — mostly floated by corporate houses — were already accepting public deposits. They 
now have more opportunities on the lending side through direct co-lending arrangements.  
 
What is the Co-Lending Model?  
Co-Lending Model allows for a joint contribution of credit at the facility level by both the lenders, as also 
sharing of risks and rewards.  

● AIM: to improve the flow of credit to the unserved and underserved sector of the economy.  
 
Significance of the model:  

● The lower cost of funds from banks and greater reach of the NBFCs will make available funds to the 
beneficiary at an affordable cost.  
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● It will help banks to expand customer base and enables them to provide last mile banking services.  

 

2. RBI introduces prompt corrective action framework for NBFCs:  
Context:  
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has introduced the prompt corrective action (PCA) framework for non-
banking financial companies (NBFCs).  

● The PCA framework for NBFCs will come into effect on October 1,2022 on the basis of their financial 
position on or after March 31.  

 
What is PCA framework?  
The objective of the framework is to enable supervisory intervention at the appropriate time and require the 
supervised entity to initiate and implement remedial measures in a timely manner, to restore its financial 
health 
 
Applicability:  

● The framework will be applicable to all deposit-taking non-banking financial companies (NBFCs), all 
non-deposit taking NBFCs in the middle, upper and top layers including investment and credit 
companies, core investment companies, infrastructure debt funds, infrastructure finance companies 
and microfinance institutions.  

● However, it has excluded NBFCs not accepting/not intending to accept public funds, primary dealers 
and housing finance companies along with government-owned ones.  

 
Indicators based on which PCA will be invoked for NBFC:  
The central bank will track three indicators — capital to risk-weighted assets ratio (CRAR), Tier I ratio and net 
non-performing assets (NNPAs) including non-performing investments (NPIs).  

● In the case of core investment companies (CICs), the RBI will track adjusted net worth/aggregate risk-
weighted assets, leverage ratio and NNPAs, including NPIs.  

● A breach in any of the three risk thresholds under the above-mentioned indicators could result in 
invocation of PCA.  

 
Need for:  
The PCA Framework for NBFCs has been brought after four big finance firms — IL&FS, DHFL, SREI and Reliance 
Capital — which collected public funds through fixed deposits and non-convertible debentures collapsed in the 
last three years despite the tight monitoring in the financial sector. They collectively owe over Rs 1 lakh crore 
to investors.  
 
What will happen once the PCA is invoked for an NBFC?  

● Based on the risk threshold, the RBI may prescribe mandatory corrective actions such as restriction on 
dividend distribution/remittance of profits, requiring promoters /shareholders to infuse equity and 
reducing leverage.  

● The RBI can also restrict the issuance of guarantees or take other contingent liabilities on behalf of 
group companies (only for CICs).  

● Further, the central bank may also restrict branch expansion, impose curbs on capital expenditure 
other than for technological up-gradation within board-approved limits and restrict/ directly reduce 
variable operating costs.  

 
Insta Curious: Did you know that RBI had introduced a PCA framework for scheduled commercial banks in 
2002?  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About PCA.  
2. About Core Investment Companies.  
3. What are NBFCs?  

4. About RBI and its powers.  
5. What is CRAR?  

 
Mains Link: Discuss the need for having a PCA 
Framework for NBFCs.  
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3. What is tokenisation and why has RBI issued new guidelines?  
Context:  
The Reserve Bank of India has extended the implementation date of card-on-file (CoF) tokenisation norms by 
six months to June 30, 2022.  

● As per new guidelines, online players will have to delete any credit and debit card data stored on their 
platforms and replace them with token to secure card details of consumers.  

 
Why did the stakeholders want 
an extension?  
While most of the leading banks 
including SBI, HDFC Bank and ICICI 
Bank are ready for the switchover, 
other stakeholders — mostly 
merchants — argue that the 
systems at their backend are not 
yet ready to adopt the new 
regime and had sought further 
time in putting new norms into 
effect.  
● If implemented in the present 

state of readiness, the new 
mandate could cause major disruptions and loss of revenue, especially for merchants.  

● Disruptions of this nature erode trust in digital payments and reverses consumer habits back towards cash-
based payments.  

 
What is tokenisation?  
Tokenisation refers to 
replacement of actual credit 
and debit card details with 
an alternate code called the 
“token”, which will be unique 
for a combination of card, 
token requestor and device.  
 
Significance:  
● A tokenised card 

transaction is considered 
safer as the actual card 
details are not shared 
with the merchant during 
transaction processing.  

● Customers who do not have the tokenisation facility will have to key in their name, 16-digit card number, 
expiry date and CVV each time they order something online. This could be cumbersome exercise.  

 
Three steps have to be completed for smooth implementation of tokenization:  

1. Token provisioning: the consumer’s card number should be convertible into a token, which means the 
card networks have to be ready with the relevant infrastructure.  

2. Token processing: Consumers should be able to complete their transaction successfully through the 
tokens.  

3. Scale-up for multiple use cases: Consumer should be able to use the token for things like refunds, 
EMIs, recurring payments, offers, promotions, guest checkouts etc.  
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Topics: Issues related to direct and indirect farm subsidies and minimum support prices; 
Public Distribution System- objectives, functioning, limitations, revamping; issues of buffer 
stocks and food security; Technology missions; economics of animal-rearing. 

1. Minimum support price (MSP):  
Context:  
BJP MP Varun Gandhi has introduced a private bill for Minimum Support Price of crops in Parliament.  
 
Overview of the farmers right to guaranteed minimum support price realization of agri-produce Bill, 2021:  

1. It seeks to legally guarantee of MSP with financial outlay of Rs 1 lakh crore.   
2. It aims to provide legally guaranteed minimum support price (MSP) for 22 crops that should be set at a 

profit margin of 50 per cent over the comprehensive cost of production.  
3. Any farmer realising a price less than the above declared MSP shall be entitled to a compensation 

equal to the difference in value between price realised and the guaranteed MSP.  
4. It also proposes that payments should be made directly into the accounts of farmers within two days of 

the transaction.  
 
Significance:  
The declaration of guaranteed MSP to farmers shall result in improved farm realization for potentially 93 
million agricultural households, leading to a resurgence in the rural economy.  
 
What is MSP?  
MSP is the rate at which the government buys grains from farmers. Currently, it fixes MSPs for 23 crops grown 
in both Kharif and Rabi seasons.  
 
How is it calculated?  
The MSP is the rate at which the government purchases crops from farmers, and is based on a calculation of at 
least one-and-a-half times the cost of production incurred by the farmers.  

● The Union Budget for 2018-19 had announced that MSP would be kept at levels of 1.5 the cost of 
production.  

● The MSP is fixed twice a year on the recommendations of the Commission for Agricultural Costs and 
Prices (CACP), which is a statutory body and submits separate reports recommending prices for kharif 
and rabi seasons.   

 
Which production costs are taken in fixing the MSPs?  
The CACP considers both ‘A2+FL’ and ‘C2’ costs while recommending MSP.  

1. A2 costs cover all paid-out expenses, both in cash and kind, incurred by farmers on seeds, fertilisers, 
chemicals, hired labour, fuel and irrigation, among others.  

2. A2+FL covers actual paid-out costs plus an imputed value of unpaid family labour.  
3. The C2 costs account for the rentals and interest forgone on owned land and fixed capital assets 

respectively, on top of A2+FL.  
 
The limitations of MSP:  

1. The major problem with the MSP is lack of government machinery for procurement for all crops except 
wheat and rice, which the Food Corporation of India actively procures under the PDS.  

2. As state governments procure the last mile grain, the farmers of states where the grain is procured 
completely by the government benefit more while those in states that procure less are often affected.  

3. The MSP-based procurement system is also dependent on middlemen, commission agents and APMC 
officials, which smaller farmers find difficult to get access to.  

 
What is the rationale behind the demand for legalisation of MSP?  
Farmers receive less than MSP: In most crops grown across much of India, the prices received by farmers, 
especially during harvest time, are well below the officially-declared MSPs. And since MSPs have no statutory 
backing, they cannot demand these as a matter of right.  
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Limited procurement by the Govt: Also, the actual procurement at MSP by the Govt. is confined to only about 
a third of wheat and rice crops (of which half is bought in Punjab and Haryana alone), and 10%-20% of select 
pulses and oilseeds. According to the Shanta Kumar Committee’s 2015 report, only 6% of the farm households 
sell wheat and rice to the government at the MSP rates.  
 
What are the challenges with the legalisation of MSP?  

1. Statutory MSP is unsustainable: A policy paper by NITI Aayog’s agricultural economist Ramesh Chand 
argued against legalising MSP. It reasoned that any fixed pre-determined price will push away private 
traders whenever production is more than demand, and there is a price slump in the market. This, in 
turn, will lead to government de-facto becoming the primary buyer of most farm produce for which 
MSP is declared, which is unsustainable.  

2. Huge scope for corruption and recycling/leakage of wheat and rice, from godowns, ration shops or in 
transit. 

3. Disposal problems: While cereals and pulses can be sold through the public distribution system, 
disposal becomes complicated in the case of niger seed, sesamum or safflower. 

4. Inflation: Higher procurement cost would mean increase in prices of foodgrains, leading to inflation, 
which would eventually affect the poor. 

5. It will also impact India’s farm exports, if the MSP is higher than the prevailing rates in the 
international market. Farm exports account for 11% of the total exports of commodities. 

6. With a legally guaranteed higher MSP, India will face stiff opposition at the WTO. The US had 
successfully won a case against China at the WTO in 2019 which was concerned with China’s domestic 
support to agriculture in the form of Market Price Support (MPS).  

7. It would lead to a huge burden on the exchequer, since the government would have to procure all 
marketable surplus in the absence of private participation. 

8. Demands from other sectors: If the Centre makes a law to guarantee 100% procurement in all the 23 
crops where MSP is announced, farmers cultivating fruits and vegetables, spices, and other crops will 
also demand the same.  

 
InstaCurious: What is agroforestry? Why does India need to promote this? Reference: 
  
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Composition of CCEA.  
2. What is CACP?  

3. How many crops are covered under the 
MSP scheme?  

4. Who announces MSP?  
5. Difference between Kharif and Rabi crops.  

 

Topics: Effects of liberalization on the economy, changes in industrial policy and their effects 
on industrial growth. 

1. Cryptocurrencies a challenge for emerging markets, regulation needed: 
IMF chief economist 

Context: 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) Chief Economist has made a strong case for regulating cryptocurrencies, 
saying it will always be a challenge to ban them as they operate from offshore exchanges; and feels it to be 
more attractive to adopt cryptocurrencies and assets in emerging economies than in advanced economies 

  
What is a Cryptocurrency? 
A cryptocurrency is a digital asset designed to work as a medium of exchange wherein individual coin 
ownership records are stored in a ledger existing in a form of a computerized database. 
It uses strong cryptography to secure transaction records, to control the creation of additional coins, and to 
verify the transfer of coin ownership. It typically does not exist in physical form (like paper money) and is 
typically not issued by a central authority. 
Cryptocurrencies typically use decentralized control as opposed to centralized digital currency and central 
banking systems 
 
Significance of Cryptocurrencies  
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1. Corruption Check: As blocks run on a peer-to-peer network, it helps keep corruption in check by tracking 
the flow of funds and transactions. 

2. Time Effective: Cryptocurrencies can help save money and substantial time for the remitter and the 
receiver, as it is conducted entirely on the Internet, runs on a mechanism that involves very less 
transaction fees and is almost instantaneous. 

3. Cost Effective: Intermediaries such as banks, credit card and payment gateways draw almost 3% from the 
total global economic output of over $100 trillion, as fees for their services. 

4. Integrating blockchain into these sectors could result in hundreds of billions of dollars in savings. 
  

Concerns of Cryptocurrencies 
1. Sovereign guarantee: Cryptocurrencies pose risks to consumers.  They do not have any sovereign 

guarantee and hence are not legal tender. 
2. Market volatility: Their speculative nature also makes them highly volatile.  For instance, the value of 

Bitcoin fell from USD 20,000 in December 2017 to USD 3,800 in November 2018. 
3. Risk in security: A user loses access to their cryptocurrency if they lose their private key (unlike traditional 

digital banking accounts, this password cannot be reset). 
4. Malware threats: In some cases, these private keys are stored by technical service providers 

(cryptocurrency exchanges or wallets), which are prone to malware or hacking. 
5. Money laundering: Cryptocurrencies are more vulnerable to criminal activity and money 

laundering.  They provide greater anonymity than other payment methods since the public keys engaging 
in a transaction cannot be directly linked to an individual. 

6. Regulatory bypass: A central bank cannot regulate the supply of cryptocurrencies in the economy.  This 
could pose a risk to the financial stability of the country if their use becomes widespread. 

7. Power consumption: Since validating transactions is energy-intensive, it may have adverse consequences 
for the country’s energy security (the total electricity use of bitcoin mining, in 2018, was equivalent to 
that of mid-sized economies such as Switzerland). 
  

The Pros and Cons of Cryptocurrency need to be weighed in before going ahead for regulation aspects: 
Advantages 

• Potential for high returns - with compounded annualised growth rate of 14.5% 
• Some have cited cryptocurrencies as an alternative hedging instrument to gold in a portfolio context 
• Protection from debased currencies and the threat of rising inflation 
• Growing acceptance and usage 

 
Disadvantages 

• High volatility and potential for large losses  
• Whilst it is true that the number of bitcoins produced will eventually be capped at 21 million and many 

other cryptocurrencies also have limited supply built into their protocols, there is currently nothing to 
stop an ever-growing number of new cryptocurrencies from being launched 

• Whilst bitcoin and some other cryptocurrencies are now accepted across a growing number of 
payment platforms, the number of places where one can exchange cryptocurrencies for real goods or 
services remains very limited 

• Cryptocurrencies are wide open to being exploited by criminals as a means to scam unwary investors 
• Money Laundering, Drug Trafficking, Terrorist Financing, Weapon Proliferation, Cyber Crime and 

Sanction evasion are some of the activities for which Virtual currencies are susceptible to misuse. 
  

India considering 'Middle path' on cryptocurrencies 
• India is not going for an outright ban of cryptos is not being found feasible, in view of large 

investments in such instruments by Indians, and these unregulated virtual currencies are also unlikely 
to be allowed as a legal tender  

• While India is already saying no to cryptocurrency, possibilities of how fintech can help maximise its 
potential need to be explored yet 

  
Things to consider before regulating Cryptocurrencies 

• Should digital currencies be taxed as an assets, commodities or capital gains?  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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• Countries across the globe have come up with rules and regulations to include the firms dealing in 
these cryptocurrencies under their RADAR. Balance need to obtained in relevance to this aspect 

• What constitutes a security is that a financial asset which can be traded. But it is still not clear if 
cryptocurrencies fall into the category of assets without casting any doubt. Government may utilize the 
existing definition of security or may have to amend the existing laws to include cryptocurrencies into 
the definition of security 

  
Way forward 

• Due to lack of regulations, there is enormous growth of crypto currencies.  
• There are risks of over regulating. There is a misconception in the minds of authorities that the 

transactions of cryptocurrencies cannot be traced.  
• This is a complete misconception as every transaction forms part of the currency packet. 

• Hence there is a need for educating authorities at every level to understand and prevent misuse of 
cryptocurrencies.  

• People in India are currently hesitant to invest in cryptocurrencies as there is no regulation in 
place.  

• However the recent announcement of its government to introduce Central Bank Digital 
Currency has given a ray of hope to those looking to invest into cryptocurrencies. The sooner 
its usage is regulated the better for the country 

 
Insta Curious: The Governments across the world today, are all moving towards Cryptocurrency regulation. 
Hence the highlight on India now. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 
1. About Cryptocurrency 
2. The actions being taken across the Globe 
3. The need for its regulation 

Mains Link: Weighing in the aspects related to 
Cryptocurrency, discuss the need for its regulation 
in India. 
 
Sources: The Hindu 

 

2. Amazon- Future deal:  
Context:  
The Competition Commission of India (CCI) has frozen its 
approval given in November 2019 to Amazon’s investment 
in a Future Group unit on the grounds that the U.S. e-
commerce company had suppressed the scope and full 
details of its investment while seeking regulatory approval. 
It has also slapped multiple fines on Amazon.  
 
Implications:  
● The CCI decision further roils the legal landscape as 

Amazon seeks to block the Future Group’s 2020 
decision to sell its retail assets to Reliance Industries.  

 
What's the issue?  
(Note: just have a brief overview of the case. No details are necessary about the case from the exam's 
perspective).  
Future Group and Reliance Industries Limited had signed a Rs 24,713-crore deal in August 2020 for Future 
Retail to sell its retail, wholesale, logistics and warehousing units to Reliance Retail and Fashionstyle.  

● Amazon is Future Group's Indian partner.  
● Amazon says Future violated a partnership contract with the asset sale to its rival and wants to scuttle 

it, while the indebted Indian group says it would collapse if the transaction fails.  
 
Why did Amazon approach SIAC? 
The parties in a deal usually sign a contractual agreement which specifies about: 
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1. The arbitral institution administering 
the arbitration. 

2. The applicable rules. 
3. The seat of arbitration. 

In this case Amazon and Future Group have 
under their agreement agreed to refer their 
disputes to SIAC, with Singapore presumably 
being the contractual choice for the seat/place 
of arbitration. 
 
How is the dispute taken up at the SIAC? What 
is the procedure to be followed? 
Once a dispute is referred to arbitration, the process of appointment of the arbitral tribunal takes place. 
Composition: Typically, in case of a three member tribunal, both the parties appoint one member each to the 
tribunal, while the third member is jointly appointed by the two nominees or, if they fail to agree, by SIAC. 
 
Appointment of an Emergency Arbitrator: 
Appointment of the arbitral tribunal usually takes time. 

● Therefore, under the rules of SIAC, parties can move SIAC to appoint an emergency arbitrator to get 
urgent interim relief, even as the process of appointment of the main arbitral tribunal is underway. 

 
What happens when the parties don’t comply with the order voluntarily? 
Currently under Indian law, there is no express mechanism for enforcement of the orders of the Emergency 
Arbitrator. 
But, the parties voluntarily comply with the Emergency Award. 

● However, if the parties don’t comply with the order voluntarily, then the party which has won the 
emergency award, in this case Amazon, can move the High Court in India under Section 9 of the 
Arbitration & Conciliation Act, 1996, to get similar reliefs as granted by the Emergency Arbitrator. 

 
Why has Singapore become the hub of international arbitration? 

● Foreign investors investing in India typically want to avoid the rigmarole of the Indian courts. 
● Foreign investors feel that Singapore is neutral ground for dispute resolution. 
● Singapore itself over time has built a stellar reputation as jurisdiction driven by rule of law with 

international standards and high integrity. This gives comfort to investors that the arbitration process 
will be quick, fair and just”. 

According to the 2019 annual report of SIAC, India was the top user of its arbitration seat with 485 cases 
being referred to SIAC, followed by Philippines at 122, China at 76 and the United States at 65. 
 
Does India has any international arbitration centre? 
Yes. India now has its own international arbitration centre in Mumbai. 
 
About Singapore International Arbitration Centre (SIAC): 
It is a not-for-profit international arbitration organisation based in Singapore, which administers arbitrations 
under its own rules of arbitration and the United Nations Commission on International Trade Law (UNCITRAL) 
Arbitration Rules. 
 
Insta Curious: Do you know about the UN Convention on International Settlement Agreements? Reference:  
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What is Arbitration? 
2. About SIAC. 
3. Overview of the Arbitration & Conciliation 

Act, 1996. 

4. About UNCITRAL. 
 
Mains Link: Discuss why has Singapore become the 
hub of international arbitration? 
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Link:https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehindu.com/business/Industry/cci-slaps-202-crore-penalty-on-
amazon-suspends-approval-for-future-coupons-deal/article37978487.ece/amp/.  
 

3. Retrospective taxation:  
Context:  
British energy major Cairn Energy Plc has finally withdrawn the lawsuits filed against the Indian government 
and its entities overseas in a ₹10,247 crore retrospective tax case. The company is in the process of dropping 
cases filed in France and the Netherland, too.  

● These lawsuits were filed to seize assets of Air India to recover the money from the Indian government.  
 
Background:  
The Cairn's decision to drop the lawsuits comes after an international arbitration award overturned the levy of 
₹10,247 crore retro tax by India and directed it to refund the money to the company.  
 
What's the issue?   
In December 2020, a three-member international arbitral tribunal at the Permanent Court of Arbitration in 
the Netherlands ruled unanimously that the Indian government was “in breach of the guarantee of fair and 
equitable treatment”, and against the India-UK Bilateral Investment Treaty, and that the breach caused a loss 
to the British energy company and ordered compensation of $1.2 billion.  

● Cairn had challenged the Indian government seeking taxes over an internal 
business reorganisation using the 2012 retrospective tax law, under the UK-
India Bilateral Investment Treaty.  

● In 2014, the Indian tax department had demanded Rs 10,247 crore in taxes.  
● In 2015, Cairn Energy Plc commenced international arbitration proceedings 

against the Indian government.  
 
What next?  
The Taxation Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2021, enacted in August scraps the tax rule 
that gave the tax department power to go 50 years back and slap capital gains levies 
wherever ownership had changed hands overseas but business assets were in India. 
This nullifies the tax assessment originally levied against Cairn.  
 
What is retrospective taxation?  

● It allows a country to pass a rule on taxing certain products, items or services 
and deals and charge companies from a time behind the date on which the 
law is passed.  

● Countries use this route to correct any anomalies in their taxation policies that have, in the past, 
allowed companies to take advantage of such loopholes.  

● Retrospective Taxation hurts companies that had knowingly or unknowingly interpreted the tax rules 
differently.  

 
Permanent Court of Arbitration:  

1. It was established in 1899 and is headquartered in The Hague, Netherlands.  
2. It is an intergovernmental organization dedicated to serve the international community in the field of 

dispute resolution and to facilitate arbitration and other forms of dispute resolution between States.  
3. All decisions, called “awards” are binding on all the parties in the dispute and have to be carried out 

without delay.  
 
Insta Curious: How arbitration, mediation and conciliation are different from each other? Reference:  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. What is Arbitration?  
2. Recent Amendments.  

3. About the International Court of 
Arbitration.  

4. About the Arbitration Council of India.  
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5. Appointment of arbitrators under the 1996 
Act.  

6. Permanent Court of Arbitration- 
composition, functions and members.  

 
Mains Link: Discuss the significance of the 
Arbitration and Conciliation (Amendment) Act.  

 

Topics: Infrastructure: Energy, Ports, Roads, Airports, Railways etc. 

1. Hydrogen-enriched compressed natural gas (HCNG): 
Context:  
There is an increased push for adopting “Hydrogen-enriched compressed natural gas (HCNG)." This comes in 
the backdrop of India’s National Hydrogen Energy Mission in the works, which may mandate fertilizer, steel and 
petrochemicals industries to shift to green hydrogen use.  
 
Background: 
The Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) has also developed specifications (IS 17314:2019) of Hydrogen enriched 
Compressed Natural Gas (H-CNG) for automotive purposes, as a fuel.  
 
What is HCNG? 
The blending of hydrogen with CNG provides a blended gas termed as HCNG. 

● It can be used in place of gasoline, diesel fuel and propane (C3H8) / LPG and its combustion produces 
fewer undesirable gases. 

 
Advantages of HCNG: 

● HCNG reduces emissions of CO up to 70%. 
● Enables up to 5 % savings in fuel. 
● First step towards future Hydrogen economy. 
● Engines can be calibrated to release lower amounts of NO. 
● Engines need minimum modification to run on HCNG. 
● Ideal fuel for high load applications and heavy-duty vehicles. 
● Better performance due to higher Octane rating of H2. 

 
Disadvantages of using HCNG: 

● Determining the most optimized H2/ NG (Natural Gas) ratio. 
● It requires new infrastructures for preparing HCNG. 
● Many steps need to be taken for commercializing it at a large scale. 
● Current cost of H2 is more than the cost of Natural Gas. So, HCNG’s cost is more than CNG. 

 

2. The problems within the UDAN scheme:  
Context:  
So far, the AAI has awarded 948 routes under UDAN, of which 403 routes have taken off that connect 65 
airports and 8 heliports. However, some of the routes launched have discontinued.  

● This was because of the failure to set up airports due to lack of availability of land, airlines finding the 
routes difficult to sustain, and adverse impact of the COVID-19 pandemic.  

● Poor financial health of many smaller, regional carriers have been a bane for the scheme.  
 
About UDAN scheme (Ude Desh Ka Aam Nagrik) Scheme:  

● The scheme is aimed at enhancing connectivity to remote and regional areas of the country and 
making air travel affordable.  

● It is a key component of Centre’s National Civil Aviation Policy led by Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
and launched in June 2017.  

● It is also known as the regional connectivity scheme (RCS) as it seeks to improve air connectivity to 
tier-2 and tier-3 cities through revival of unused and underused airports.  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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● Under the scheme, nearly half 
of the seats in Udan flights are 
offered at subsidised fares, and 
the participating carriers are 
provided a certain amount of 
viability gap funding (VGF) - an 
amount shared between the 
Centre and the concerned 
states.  

● The scheme will be jointly 
funded by the central 
government and state 
governments.  

● The scheme will run for 10 years and can be extended thereafter.  
 
Key features of the scheme:  

1. Airlines are awarded routes under the programme through a bidding process and are required to offer 
airfares at the rate of ₹2,500 per hour of flight.  

2. At least 50% of the total seats on an aircraft have to be offered at cheaper rates.  
3. In order to enable airlines to offer affordable fares they are given a subsidy from the Government for a 

period of three years.  
4. The Government had also earmarked ₹4,500 crore for revival of 50 airports in the first three years.  

 
UDAN 4.0:  

● The 4th round of UDAN was launched in December 2019 with a special focus on North-Eastern Regions, 
Hilly States, and Islands.  

● The airports that had already been developed by Airports Authority of India (AAI) are given higher 
priority for the award of VGF (Viability Gap Funding) under the Scheme.  

● Under UDAN 4, the operation of helicopters and seaplanes is also been incorporated.  
 
What have been the challenges?  

● Poor financial health of many smaller, regional carriers have been a bane for the scheme.  
● Many players don’t have more than one or two planes and they are often poorly maintained. New 

planes are too expensive for these smaller players.  
 
Insta Curious: Did you know that the ATF is not within the ambit of the Goods and Services Tax (GST)? More 
about items not covered under GST: read this.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. When was UDAN scheme launched?  
2. Implementation and funding of the 

scheme.  
3. Overview of the National Civil Aviation 

Policy.  
4. Under the scheme, who provides Viability 

Gap Funding (VGF) to subsidise the airfare?  

5. Role of state governments under the 
scheme.  

 
Mains Link: Discuss the performance of UDAN 
scheme.  
 
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=GL29AK3UL.1&imageview=0.  

 

3. Govt Policies of 2021 To Help Boost EV Adoption:  
Context:  
In a thrust towards incentivising new age technologies and fulfil the pledged taken at COP26 to reduce its 
carbon emissions to net-zero by the year 2070, India is aggressively promoting the adoption of Electric 
Vehicles (EVs).  
 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/08/28/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-28-august-2020/
https://www.aai.aero/en/rcsudan/rcs-udan-4.0
https://www.aai.aero/
https://cleartax.in/s/items-not-covered-under-gst#:~:text=Fresh%20fruits%2C%20Fresh%20milk%2C%20Curd,its%20products%2C%20electricity%2C%20etc.
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GL29AK3UL.1&imageview=0
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GL29AK3UL.1&imageview=0
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://www.insightsonindia.com/tag/faster-adoption-and-manufacturing-of-electric-vehicles-in-india/&ved=2ahUKEwjH4rKe5or1AhW98HMBHXjYAHsQFnoECAUQAQ&usg=AOvVaw2ocWMj7LT5z7_IdS2YFGjU
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://www.insightsonindia.com/2021/10/18/cop26-climate-conference/&ved=2ahUKEwjNw4Kp5or1AhVzmeYKHRGMADIQFnoECAQQAQ&usg=AOvVaw1Rn927SPbhGQZuXxKXxedy
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://www.insightsonindia.com/tag/faster-adoption-and-manufacturing-of-electric-vehicles-in-india/&ved=2ahUKEwjH4rKe5or1AhW98HMBHXjYAHsQFnoECAUQAQ&usg=AOvVaw2ocWMj7LT5z7_IdS2YFGjU
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://www.insightsonindia.com/tag/faster-adoption-and-manufacturing-of-electric-vehicles-in-india/&ved=2ahUKEwjH4rKe5or1AhW98HMBHXjYAHsQFnoECAUQAQ&usg=AOvVaw2ocWMj7LT5z7_IdS2YFGjU


 

www.insightsonindia.com       127  InsightsIAS 

Aim:  
India aims to switch 30 percent of private cars, 70 percent of commercial vehicles, and 80 percent of two and 
three-wheelers to EV by the year 2030.  
 
For this, both Central and state governments are offering various incentives to buyers and manufacturers. 
Various measures undertaken include:  
PLI Scheme For Auto Sector: In September this year, the Union Cabinet approved a Rs 26,058 crore production-
linked incentive (PLI) scheme to accelerate domestic manufacturing of electric and fuel cell vehicles and drones 
in India.  
FAME II Amendment: Under FAME-II (Faster Adoption and Manufacturing of Electric Vehicles-II) scheme, the 
government significantly reduced the price gap between petrol-powered two-wheelers and electric ones by 
increasing the subsidy rate for electric two-wheelers.  
Scrappage Policy: In August this year, the government launched the Vehicle Scrappage Policy virtually at the 
Gujarat Investor Summit. The policy aims to phase out unfit and polluting vehicles in an environment-friendly 
manner.  
Along with Centre, state governments are also leaving no stone unturned to promote faster adoption of EVs 
in India. To increase penetration and adoption of battery electric vehicles (BEVs), governments of around 20 
states in India, including Delhi, Gujarat, Goa, Maharashtra and Rajasthan have already come up with either a 
draft or final state level EV policies.  
 
Challenges ahead:  

1. The Indian electric vehicle (EV) market currently has one of the lowest penetration rates in the world.  
2. Capital costs are high and the payoff is uncertain.  
3. The Indian EV industry has been hit hard due to rupee’s dramatic depreciation in recent months.  
4. Local production of inputs for EVs is at just about 35% of total input production.  
5. The production will be severely affected in terms of production costs.  
6. The Faster Adoption and Manufacturing of (Hybrid) and Electric Vehicles (Fame) framework has been 

extended repeatedly.  
7. An uncertain policy environment and the lack of supporting infrastructure are major roadblocks.  
8. India does not have any known reserves of lithium and cobalt, which makes it dependent on imports of 

lithium-ion batteries from Japan and China.  
 
Need of the hour:  

● For EVs to contribute effectively, we need commensurate efforts in developing an entire ecosystem. 
● Need to shift the focus from subsidizing vehicles to subsidizing batteries because batteries make up 

50% of EV costs. 
● Increasing focus on incentivizing electric two-wheelers because two-wheelers account for 76% of the 

vehicles in the country and consume most of the fuel. 
● A wide network of charging stations is imminent for attracting investment. 
● Work places in tech parks, Public bus depots, and Multiplexes are the potential places where charging 

points could be installed. In Bangalore, some malls have charging points in parking lots. 
● Corporates could invest in charging stations as Corporate Social Responsibility compliances. 
● Acquiring lithium fields in Bolivia, Australia, and Chile could become as important as buying oil fields as 

India needs raw material to make batteries for electric vehicles.  
 
Insta Curious: Which states in India have adopted Electric Vehicle Policies? Reference: Read this.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Electric Vehicle Policy in India.  
2. Similar policies by States.  
3. FAME Scheme.  
4. Fame Scheme Phase 1 vs Phase 2.  

 

Mains Link:  
Discuss the challenges associated Electric Vehicle 
Policies in India.  
 
Link:https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.india.c
om/business/govt-policies-of-2021-for-auto-sector-
to-help-boost-ev-adoption-5157884/amp/.  
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Topics: Science and Technology- developments and their applications and effects in 
everyday life Achievements of Indians in science & technology; indigenization of technology 
and developing new technology. 

1. What is NASA’s new communications system LCRD?  
Context:  
NASA has launched its new Laser Communications Relay Demonstration (LCRD).  

● It is the agency’s first-ever laser communications system.  
● The LCRD will help the agency test optical communication in space.  

 
About LCRD:  
LCRD is a technology demonstration that will pave the way for future optical communications missions.  

● The LCRD payload is hosted onboard the US Department of Defense’s Space Test Program Satellite 6 
(STPSat-6).  

● It will be in a geosynchronous orbit, over 35,000km above Earth.  
 
Advantages of optical communications systems:  
Optical communications systems are smaller in size, weight, and require less power compared with radio 
instruments.  

● A smaller size means more room for science instruments.  
● Less weight means a less expensive launch.  
● Less power means less drain on the spacecraft’s batteries.  
● With optical communications supplementing radio, missions will have unparalleled communications 

capabilities.  
 
Laser VS radio:  
Laser communications and radio waves use different wavelengths of light.  

● Laser uses infrared light and has a shorter wavelength than radio waves. This will help the transmission 
of more data in a short time.  

 
Insta Curious: Did you know that optical communications will help increase the bandwidth 10 to 100 times 
more than radio frequency systems?  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About LCRD.  
2. Radio frequency.  
3. Optical communications systems.  
4. NASA missions.  

Mains Link: Discuss the significance of NASA's 
LCRD.  
 
Link:https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/e
xplained-what-is-nasas-new-communications-
system-lcrd-its-importance-7661272/lite/.  

 

2. Unified payments interface (UPI):  
Context:  
The UPI facility will soon be extended to feature phone users. At the moment, the unified payments interface 
(UPI) — the single largest retail payments system in the country in terms of volume of transactions for small-
value payments — is available only for smartphones.  
 
Need for:  
RBI is doing this to further deepen digital payments and make them more inclusive, ease transactions for 
consumers, facilitate greater participation of retail customers in various segments of financial markets and to 
enhance the capacity of service providers.  
 
What is UPI?  
Unified Payments Interface (UPI) is an instant real-time payment system, allowing users to transfer money on a 
real-time basis, across multiple bank accounts without revealing details of one’s bank account to the other 
party.  
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● UPI is currently the biggest among the National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI) operated 
systems including National Automated Clearing House (NACH), Immediate Payment Service (IMPS), 
Aadhaar enabled Payment System (AePS), Bharat Bill Payment System (BBPS), RuPay etc.  

● The top UPI apps include PhonePe, Paytm, Google Pay, Amazon Pay and BHIM, the latter being the 
Government offering.  

 
What is BHIM?  
Bharat Interface for Money (BHIM) is India’s digital payment application (app) that works through UPI, a system 
that powers multiple bank accounts into a single mobile application.  

● Developed by National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI).  
● Allows real time fund transfer.  
● Launched in December, 2016.  

 
The BHIM app has three levels of authentication:  

1. For one, the app binds with a device’s ID and mobile number.  
2. Second a user needs to sync whichever bank account (UPI or non-UPI enabled) in order to the conduct 

transaction.  
3. Third, when a user sets up the app they are asked to create a pin which is needed to log into the app. 

The UPI pin, which a user creates with their bank account is needed to go through with the transaction.  
 
Insta Curious: National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI), an umbrella organisation for operating retail 
payments and settlement systems in India, is an initiative of Reserve Bank of India (RBI) and Indian Banks’ 
Association (IBA) under the provisions of the Payment and Settlement Systems Act, 2007. Do you know about 
the services it provides? Reference:  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Who controls ATMs in the country?  
2. What is UPI?  
3. What is National Automated Clearing 

House (NACH)?  

4. What is National Financial Switch?  
5. Three levels of authentication in BHIM.  

 
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=GVH996MDB.1&imageview=0.  

 

3. Push for semiconductor manufacturing 
Context: Government approved a ₹76,000 crore scheme to boost semiconductor and display manufacturing in 
the country, taking the total amount of incentives announced for the electronics sector to ₹2.30 lakh crore.  
Details:  

• Aim: “Development of sustainable semiconductor and display ecosystem in the country” is aimed at 
making India a global hub of electronic system design and manufacturing. 

• Finance: The scheme would provide fiscal support of up to 50% of the project cost for setting up 
semiconductor and display fabrication units.  

• Collaboration: Centre would work with the States to set up high-tech clusters with the necessary 
infrastructure such as land and semiconductor-grade water. 

• India Semiconductor Mission: A specialised and independent ‘India Semiconductor Mission’ will be set 
up. It will act as the nodal agency for efficient and smooth implementation of the schemes on 
semiconductors and display ecosystem. 

• “Chips to start-ups” programme: It would develop 85,000 well-trained engineers. Semiconductor 
designers would be given the opportunity to launch start-ups. The government would bear 50% of the 
expense under the design-linked incentive scheme.  

 
Importance of the Programme: 

• Strategic: Trusted sources of semiconductors and displays had strategic importance in the current 
geopolitical scenario and were “key to the security of critical information infrastructure”.  

• Ensure the digital sovereignty of India: The approved programme will propel innovation and build 
domestic capacities 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/06/02/npci-denies-breach-of-bhim-app-data/&ved=2ahUKEwjf_v3Ngtb0AhVIxYsBHY63Cd4QFnoECAUQAQ&usg=AOvVaw2kIvsOJypvKc-qQybswSw3
https://www.bhimupi.org.in/
https://www.npci.org.in/
https://www.npci.org.in/who-we-are/about-us.
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GVH996MDB.1&imageview=0
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GVH996MDB.1&imageview=0


 

www.insightsonindia.com       130  InsightsIAS 

• Job Creation: It will also create highly skilled 
employment opportunities to harness the 
demographic dividend of the country,” .The entire 
programme would lead to 35,000 high-quality 
direct jobs and 1 lakh indirect employment. 

• Potential for India: Electronics manufacturing in 
the country had increased to $75 billion over the 
past seven years and was expected to reach $300 
billion in the next six years.  

• Increase in FDI: The Programme will attract an 
investment of ₹1.67 lakh crore and lead to 
production worth ₹9.50 lakh crore. 

 
Additional Information: 
About the PLI scheme for Electronic Manufacturing: 
Notified on April 1 as a part of the National Policy on Electronics. 
It proposes a financial incentive to boost domestic manufacturing and attract large investments in the 
electronics value chain. 
Key features of the scheme: 

1. The scheme shall extend an incentive of 4% to 6% on incremental sales (over base year) of 
goods manufactured in India and covered under target segments, to eligible companies, for a 
period of five (5) years with financial year (FY) 2019-20 considered as the base year for 
calculation of incentives. 

2. The Scheme is open for applications for a period of 4 months initially  which may be extended. 
3. The Scheme will be implemented through a Nodal Agency  which shall act as a Project 

Management Agency (PMA) and be responsible for providing secretarial, managerial and 
implementation support and carrying out other responsibilities as assigned by MeitY from time 
to time. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What is India Semiconductor Mission? 
2. India’s Status in Semiconductor Design 

and manufacturing? 
3. Key proposals under the National Policy 

on Electronics. 
4. Production linked incentive scheme- 

when was it announced? 

5. Who will implement it? 
6.  

Mains Link: Growing importance of 
Semiconductors or chips/integrated circuits (ICs) 
and China’s experience with the manufacturing 
and design of the same provides a strong case for 
focusing on chip designs in India. Comment.  (250 
words) Reference 
Source: The Hindu 

 

4. National Mathematics Day: 
Context: 
Celebrated every year on December 22.  

● It is observed to honor the birth anniversary of the famous mathematician Srinivasa Ramanujan who 
greatly contributed towards mathematical analysis, number theory, infinite series and continued 
fractions.  

● 2021 marks 134th birth anniversary of Dr Ramanujan.  
 
Highlights of Srinivasa Ramanujan’s life: 

● In 1911, Ramanujan published the first of his papers in the Journal of the Indian Mathematical Society. 
● Ramanujan traveled to England in 1914, where Hardy tutored him and collaborated with him in some 

research.  
● He worked out the Riemann series, the elliptic integrals, hypergeometric series, the functional 

equations of the zeta function, and his own theory of divergent series.  
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● The number 1729 is known as the Hardy-
Ramanujan number after a famous visit by 
Hardy to see Ramanujan at a hospital. It is the 
smallest number which can be expressed as the 
sum of two different cubes in two different 
ways.  

● Hardy observed Ramanujan’s work primarily 
involved fields less known even amongst other 
pure mathematicians.  

● Ramanujan’s home state of Tamil Nadu 
celebrates 22 December as ‘State IT Day’, 
memorialising both the man and his 
achievements, as a native of Tamil Nadu.  

● Ramanujan compiled around 3,900 results consisting of equations and identities. One of his most 
treasured findings was his infinite series for Pi.  

 
The Dev Patel-starrer ‘The Man Who Knew Infinity’ (2015) was a biopic on the mathematician.  
 
Insta Curious: Dr Manmohan Singh, then Prime Minister, declared the December 22 as National Mathematics 
Day in 2012.  
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link and Mains Link: 

● Key achievements and contributions of Sri 
Ramanujan.  

● National Mathematics Day.  
 

5. China conducts nuclear fusion experiment for ‘artificial sun’:  
Context:  
Top scientists from China have claimed to have successfully created a ‘fake 
Sun’. The artificial Sun created by China is about ten times hotter than the 
real Sun, around which our planet revolves.  

● It is called the Experimental Advanced Superconducting Tokamak 
(EAST), also known as 'Artificial Sun' experiment.  

● In June, it set a new record, where it achieved a plasma temperature 
of 216 million Fahrenheit (120 million C) for 101 seconds.  

 
How was the experiment carried out and what were the results?  

● Experts focused their giant array of almost 200 laser beams onto a tiny spot to create a mega blast of 
energy – eight times more than they had ever done in the past.  

● Although the energy only lasted for a very short time – just 100 trillionths of a second – the scientists 
were able to create more energy than they are using.  

● In this experiment, scientists used two isotopes of hydrogen, giving rise to helium.  
 
Why is this significant?  
It is believed that the temperature at the core of the Sun is 15 million C, which also means that the 
temperature produced by (EAST) is nearly seven times that of the Sun.  

● It is a significant step in the country’s quest to unlock clean and limitless energy, with minimal waste 
products.  

 
What is EAST?  
The artificial Sun experiment is being developed through a reactor, with the help of nuclear fusion.  

● The mission mimics the energy generation process of the sun.  
● The reactor consists of an advanced nuclear fusion experimental research device located in Hefei, 

China.  
● It is one of three major domestic tokamaks that are presently being operated across the country.  
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● The EAST project is part of the International Thermonuclear Experimental Reactor (ITER) facility, 
which will become the world’s largest nuclear fusion reactor when it becomes operational in 2035.  

The ITER project includes the contributions of several countries, including India, South Korea, Japan, Russia and 
the United States.  
 
How does the ‘artificial sun’ EAST work?  
It replicates the nuclear fusion process carried out by the sun and stars.  

● For nuclear fusion to occur, tremendous heat and pressure are applied on hydrogen atoms so that 
they fuse together.  

● The nuclei of deuterium and tritium — both found in hydrogen — are made to fuse together to 
create a helium nucleus, a neutron along with a whole lot of energy.  

● Here, fuel is heated to temperatures of over 150 million degrees C so that it forms a hot plasma 
“soup” of subatomic particles.  

● With the help of a strong magnetic field, the plasma is kept away from the walls of the reactor to 
ensure it does not cool down and lose its potential to generate large amounts of energy. The plasma is 
confined for long durations for fusion to take place.  

 
Why is fusion better than fission?  
While fission is an easier process to carry out, it generates far more nuclear waste.  

● Unlike fission, fusion also does not emit greenhouse gases and is considered a safer process with 
lower risk of accidents.  

● Once mastered, nuclear fusion could potentially provide unlimited clean energy and very low costs.  
 
Which other countries have achieved this feat?  
China is not the only country that has achieved high plasma temperatures. In 2020, South Korea’s KSTAR 
reactor set a new record by maintaining a plasma temperature of over 100 million degrees Celsius for 20 
seconds.  
 
Insta Curious: Know about India's Role In World's Largest Nuclear Fusion Project Construction In France:  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. What is a Tokamak?  
2. What is China's EAST?  
3. Nuclear fusion vs Fission.  
4. Byproducts of fusion and fission.  

5. About sun's core.  
6. What is ITER?  

 
Mains Link: Describe the significance of artificial 
sun being developed by China.  

 

6. What is Quantum entanglement?  
Context:  
Scientists have identified the first ''quantum entangled'' animal in history-frozen 
tardigrade, in a recent study.  

● Frozen tardigrade are microscopic multicellular organisms known to tolerate 
extreme physiochemical conditions through a latent state of life known as 
cryptobiosis.  

 
Cryptobiosis:  
Also known as anabiosis, it is a metabolic state of life entered by an organism in response to adverse 
environmental conditions such as desiccation, freezing, and oxygen deficiency.  
● In the cryptobiotic state, all measurable metabolic processes stop, preventing reproduction, development, 

and repair.  
● When environmental conditions return to being hospitable, the organism will return to its metabolic state 

of life as it was prior to the cryptobiosis.  
 
About the study:  
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● The researchers managed the feat by placing 
frozen tardigrades between two capacitor 
plates of a superconductor circuit to form a 
qubit, the quantum equivalent of a bit.  

● Upon contact, they say, the tardigrade changed 
the qubit’s frequency.  

● They then placed this circuit in the vicinity of a 
second superconductor circuit. Lo and behold, 
the team observed that the frequency of both 
qubits and the tardigrade changed in tandem.  

 
Quantum Entanglement: 
It is the physical phenomenon that occurs when a 
pair or group of particles is generated and they 
interact in such a way that the 
quantum state of each particle of the 
pair or group cannot be described 
independently of the state of the 
others.  
● In this quantum mechanical 

phenomenon, the quantum states 
of two or more objects have to be 
described with reference to each 
other, even though the individual 
objects may be spatially 
separated. 

● This leads to correlations between 
observable physical properties of 
the systems. 

● Albert Einstein dismissed this idea 
as a 'spooky action'. 

 
Significance:  
Quantum entanglement is one of the 
peculiarities of quantum mechanics, 
which makes phenomena such as 
quantum teleportation and super-
dense coding possible. 
 
Insta Curious: Did you know that 
Tardigrades are also known as water 
bears and moss pigs?  
 

Topics: Awareness in space. 

1. Parker Solar Probe:  
Context:  
The NASA probe recently made an extremely close encounter with the Sun. The probe was just 5.3 million 
miles away from the surface of our star and passed by at a ridiculous speed of 363,660 mph, making it the 
fastest artificial object ever created.  

● Additionally, the Parker Solar Probe also broke the record for the closest satellite to survive a near 
pass of the Sun.  

 
What next?  
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The probe will continue to orbit and increasingly get closer to the Sun, eventually coming within 4.3 million 
miles from the surface at speeds above 430,000 mph. With each pass, the probe collects valuable data about 
our star and relays the information back to Earth for scientists to interpret. Information regarding solar wind, 
and the amount of dust particles in the area are two main sets of data the probe collects.  
 
About the mission:  
● NASA’s historic Parker Solar Probe mission will 

revolutionize our understanding of the sun, 
where changing conditions can propagate out 
into the solar system, affecting Earth and other 
worlds.  

● Parker Solar Probe will travel through the sun’s 
atmosphere, closer to the surface than any 
spacecraft before it, facing brutal heat and 
radiation conditions — and ultimately providing 
humanity with the closest-ever observations of a 
star.  

 
Journey:  
● In order to unlock the mysteries of the sun’s atmosphere, Parker Solar Probe will use Venus’ gravity during 

seven flybys over nearly seven years to gradually bring its orbit closer to the sun.  
● The spacecraft will fly through the sun’s atmosphere as close as 3.9 million miles to our star’s surface, well 

within the orbit of Mercury and more than seven times closer than any spacecraft has come before.  
 
Parker Solar Probe has three detailed science objectives:  
1. Trace the flow of energy that heats and accelerates the solar corona and solar wind. 
2. Determine the structure and dynamics of the plasma and magnetic fields at the sources of the solar wind. 
3. Explore mechanisms that accelerate and transport energetic particles.  
 
Insta Curious: Do you know what are Zodiacal Clouds? Reference: read this.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About the Solar Parker Probe.  
2. What are Solar Flares?  
3. Sun’s Corona.  

4. Earth vs Venus.  
5. What are radio waves?  

 
Mains Link: Discuss how Solar Flares influence 
earth’s environment.  

 

2. Hypersonic weapons:  
Context:  
US has said that China’s pursuit of hypersonic weapons “increases tensions in the region” and vowed the U.S. 
would maintain its capability to deter potential threats posed by China.  
 
What's the issue?  
● China’s growing military muscle and its drive to end American predominance in Asia has triggered unease 

in Washington.  
● China’s efforts to accelerate its military capabilities were highlighted by its July test of a hypersonic weapon 

capable of partially orbiting the Earth before reentering the atmosphere and gliding on a maneuverable 
path to its target.  

 
Concern:  
Experts say the weapons system is clearly designed with a purpose of evading U.S. missile defences, although 
China insisted it was testing a reusable space vehicle, not a missile.  
 
What are hypersonic speeds?  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://www.insightsonindia.com/tag/zodiacal-clouds/&ved=2ahUKEwjH85qXkMT0AhVLfd4KHU67D2sQFnoECAUQAQ&usg=AOvVaw1OXd-NXXXJuBIWv-abkov0
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/09/08/india-joins-us-russia-china-hypersonic-missile-club/


 

www.insightsonindia.com       135  InsightsIAS 

● Hypersonic speeds are 5 or more times the speed of sound.  
 

   
 
Concerns and implications for India and the world:  

● The weapon could, in theory, fly over the South Pole. That would pose a big challenge for the US 
military because its missile defence systems are focused on the northern polar route.  

● India is especially concerned with the latest developments considering relations with China in the 
recent past. Such capabilities highlight the threat for our space assets along with the surface assets.  

 
Technology used:  
The exact details on technology used by China in this particular test are not known through media sources. But 
most of the hypersonic vehicles primarily use the scramjet technology.  
 
What is scramjet technology?  
Scramjets are a category of engines designed to handle airflows of speeds in multiples of the speed of sound.  
● In an air-breathing scramjet engine, air from the atmosphere is rammed into the engine’s combustion 

chamber at a supersonic speed of more than Mach two.  
● In the chamber, the air mixes with the fuel to ignite a supersonic combustion but the cruiser’s flight will be 

at a hypersonic speed of Mach six to seven. So it is called supersonic combustion ramjet or Scramjet.  
 

   
 
Insta Curious: Hypersonic technology has been developed and tested by both DRDO and ISRO. Reference: read 
this.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Who developed HSTDV?  
2. Which countries have successfully tested 

hypersonic technology so far?  
3. What is a scramjet?  
4. What are ICBMs? How many countries 

possess ICBMs?  

5. What are cruise missiles?  
6. What are ballistic missiles?  

 
Mains Link: What successful testing of the 
Hypersonic Test Demonstrator Vehicle (HSTDV) 
mean for India? Discuss.  
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3. Parker Solar Probe:  
Context:  
The Parker Solar Probe, launched by NASA, has become the first spacecraft to fly through the outer 
atmosphere of the Sun- 'Corona'.  

● The spacecraft flew through Corona and sampled magnetic fields and particles there.  
 
Significance:  
The achievement would help scientists discover critical information about the sun and its influence on our solar 
system.  
 
About the mission:  
Launched in 2018, Parker Solar Probe will travel through 
the sun’s atmosphere, closer to the surface than any 
spacecraft before it, facing brutal heat and radiation 
conditions — and ultimately providing humanity with the 
closest-ever observations of a star.  
 
Journey:  
● In order to unlock the mysteries of the sun’s 

atmosphere, Parker Solar Probe will use Venus’ 
gravity during seven flybys over nearly seven years to 
gradually bring its orbit closer to the sun.  

● The spacecraft will fly through the sun’s atmosphere 
as close as 3.9 million miles to our star’s surface, well 
within the orbit of Mercury and more than seven times closer than any spacecraft has come before.  

 
Parker Solar Probe has three detailed science objectives:  

1. Trace the flow of energy that heats and accelerates the solar corona and solar wind. 
2. Determine the structure and dynamics of the plasma and magnetic fields at the sources of the solar 

wind. 
3. Explore mechanisms that accelerate and transport energetic particles.  

 
Why study corona?  
The corona is hotter than the surface of the sun. The corona gives rise to the solar wind, a continuous flow of 
charged particles that permeates the solar system. Unpredictable solar winds cause disturbances in our 
planet’s magnetic field and can play havoc with communications technology on Earth. Nasa hopes the findings 
will enable scientists to forecast changes in Earth’s space environment.  
 
Insta Curious: What is Magnetic Reconnection with respect to the sun’s surface? Reference: read this.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About the Solar Parker Probe.  
2. What are Solar Flares?  
3. Sun’s Corona.  

4. Earth vs Venus.  
5. What are radio waves?  

 
Mains Link: Discuss how Solar Flares influence 
earth’s environment.  
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4. James Webb Space Telescope:  
Context:  
NASA has announced the launch of the James Webb Space 
Telescope (JWST) on December 24.  

● Webb, the world’s premier space science 
observatory, will succeed the Hubble Space 
Telescope, NASA’s flagship telescope that has been 
in service for more than three decades now.  

 
About JSWT:  
JWST is a joint venture between the US (Nasa), European 
(Esa) and Canadian space agencies (CSA).  

● It is an orbiting infrared observatory that will complement 
and extend the discoveries of the Hubble Space Telescope, 
with longer wavelength coverage and greatly improved 
sensitivity.  

● Webb was formerly known as the "Next Generation Space 
Telescope" (NGST) and it was renamed in 2002 after a former 
NASA administrator, James Webb.  

● It will be a large infrared telescope with an approximately 6.5 
meter primary mirror.  

 
Objectives and functions of the telescope:  

1. It will look deeper into the cosmos - and thus further back in 
time - than is possible with Hubble.  

2. It will do this with a much bigger mirror (6.5m in diameter 
versus 2.4m) and instruments that are tuned to the infrared.  

3. Scientists hope this set-up can detect the light from the very 
first population of stars in the Universe to switch on more 
than 13.5 billion years ago.  

 
Orbit:  

● The Hubble Space Telescope orbits around the Earth at an 
altitude of ~570 km above it.  

● Webb will not actually orbit the Earth, instead it will sit at the 
Earth-Sun L2 Lagrange point, 1.5 million km away.  

● At the L2 point Webb's solar shield will block the light from 
the Sun, Earth, and Moon which will help Webb stay cool, 
which is very important for an infrared telescope.  

 
Insta Curious: Know more about the Hubble Space Telescope here.  
 
 
 
 
 

5. NASA’s DART mission:  
Context:  
Just two weeks after its launch, NASA’s Double Asteroid Redirection Test (DART) spacecraft has opened its 
“eye” and returned its first images from space — a major operational milestone for the spacecraft and DART 
team.  

● DART will reach its target on September 26, 2022.   
 
About DART Mission:  
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● The main aim of the mission is to test the newly developed technology 
that would allow a spacecraft to crash into an asteroid and change its 
course.  

● DART is a low-cost spacecraft, weighing around 610 kg at launch and 
550 kg during impact.  

● It also carries about 10 kg of xenon which will be used to demonstrate 
the agency’s new thrusters called NASA Evolutionary Xenon Thruster–
Commercial (NEXT-C) in space.  

● The spacecraft carries a high-resolution imager called Didymos 
Reconnaissance and Asteroid Camera for Optical Navigation (DRACO). 
Images from DRACO will be sent to 
Earth in real-time and will help 
study the impact site and surface of 
Dimorphos.  

● DART will also carry a small satellite 
or CubeSat named LICIACube (Light 
Italian CubeSat for Imaging of 
Asteroids). LICIACube is expected to 
capture images of the impact and 
the impact crater formed as a result 
of the collision. It can also capture 
images of any dust cloud formed 
during the impact.  

 
Which asteroid will be deflected?  
The target of the spacecraft is a 
small moonlet called Dimorphos 
(Greek for “two forms”). It is 
about 160-metre in diameter and 
the spacecraft is expected to 
collide when it is 11 million 
kilometres away from Earth.  
Dimorphos orbits a larger asteroid 
named Didymos (Greek for 
“twin”) which has a diameter of 
780 metres.  
 
The plan:  
The spacecraft will navigate to the moonlet and intentionally collide with it at a speed of about 6.6 kilometres 
per second or 24,000 kilometres per hour. The collision is expected to take place between September 26 and 
October 1, 2022.  
 
Insta Curious: What are potentially hazardous asteroids (PHAs)? Reference: read this.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. What are near earth objects?  
2. Classification of asteroids.  
3. Why most asteroids are found in the 

asteroid belt between Mars and Jupiter?  

4. What are potentially hazardous asteroids?  
How are they classified?  

5. Overview of NASA’s DART Mission.  
 
Mains Link: Differentiate between meteorite and 
asteroid. 

 

6. Tiangong Space Station:  
Context:  
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China, which is growing its presence in space, has complained to the UN detailing two alleged space incidents 
involving its Tiangong Space Station and two Starlink satellites from Elon Musk-founded aerospace firm, 
SpaceX.  
 
Why did China approach the UN?  
Both the U.S. and China are parties to the Outer Space Treaty, which is formally known as the ‘Treaty on 
Principles Governing the Activities of States in the Exploration and Use of Outer Space, including the Moon 
and Other Celestial Bodies’.  

● The multilateral treaty, adopted by the UN General Assembly, provides the basic framework on 
international space law.  

 
Key provisions and their relevance in this case:  

● According to article VI of the treaty, nations will be responsible for national space activities whether 
carried out by governmental or non-governmental entities. That means the U.S. can be held 
responsible for the activities of the U.S.-based aerospace firm SpaceX founded by Elon Musk.  

● Article VII states that nations will be liable for damage caused by their space objects, such as satellites.  
● Article V of the treaty requires parties to immediately inform other parties or the UN Secretary-

General of any phenomenon they discover in outer space, “which could constitute a danger to the life 
or health of astronauts”.  

 
How does the UN help with space issues?  
The United Nations Office for Outer Space Affairs was created to service the ad hoc Committee on the 
Peaceful Uses of Outer Space.  

● The committee was established in 1958 shortly after the launch of the first artificial satellite, Sputnik-
1.  

● It has been serving as a focal point for international cooperation in the peaceful exploration and use of 
outer space.  

 
The Outer Space Treaty:  
It came into force on October 10, 1967.  
The principles embodied in the treaty has facilitated the orderly conduct of activities in outer space.  
 
What's the concern now?  

● Space-related conflicts have occurred in the past and will 
most likely continue to happen in the future as well, 
considering the growing number of activities in the space, 
involving different parties.  

● The International Space Station and China’s space station, 
Tiangong, which is under construction, operate in the 
LEO, where much of the space debris can be found.  

● Besides, there are about 30,000 satellites and other 
pieces of debris in Earth’s orbit that can reach speeds of 
nearly 29,000 km/h, raising the possibility of international 
incidents in the outer space."  

 
SpaceX’s internet satellite network:  
It operates at 550km above the Earth’s surface in LEO, which is increasingly getting crowded. The firm has 
deployed about 1,900 Starlink satellites.  
 
About China's Space Station:  

● The new multi-module Tiangong station is set to be operational for at least 10 years.  
● The space station will operate in low-Earth orbit at an altitude of 340-450 km above Earth's surface.  

 
Significance of the space station:  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/11/19/what-is-space-internet/&ved=2ahUKEwj42t3prI31AhVtTWwGHc73BmcQFnoECAMQAQ&usg=AOvVaw0I8u8BhDY2K5d0BZxBhKsq
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://www.insightsonindia.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/Outer-Space-Treaty-OST.pdf&ved=2ahUKEwjxs4TxrI31AhV94XMBHWSZBswQFnoECAUQAQ&usg=AOvVaw3FvE9jSMa6AfHe2sR0Oznh
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/12/13/1-cold-war-affect-space-exploration-also-write-note-outer-space-treaty/&ved=2ahUKEwjk67OYrY31AhWBzzgGHYiJDSEQFnoECAgQAQ&usg=AOvVaw0DKAUx9CSP7AHrwv-dzjYE
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/12/13/1-cold-war-affect-space-exploration-also-write-note-outer-space-treaty/&ved=2ahUKEwjk67OYrY31AhWBzzgGHYiJDSEQFnoECAgQAQ&usg=AOvVaw0DKAUx9CSP7AHrwv-dzjYE
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://www.insightsonindia.com/2021/04/07/space-debris/&ved=2ahUKEwi4i7XtrY31AhU8zDgGHeutBrgQFnoECAMQAQ&usg=AOvVaw2QOFnTS_SWefgWJum1gDhG
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/11/19/what-is-space-internet/&ved=2ahUKEwin4cuqro31AhXIxjgGHS_dC80QFnoECAMQAQ&usg=AOvVaw0I8u8BhDY2K5d0BZxBhKsq
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://www.insightsonindia.com/2021/06/18/three-chinese-astronauts-enter-space-station-after-successful-docking-operation/&ved=2ahUKEwjHv_mCro31AhWFyzgGHZhiAcsQFnoECA4QAQ&usg=AOvVaw1es20MbntNpOuOzOgBXei-


 

www.insightsonindia.com       140  InsightsIAS 

1. The low orbit space station would be the country's eye from the sky, providing round the clock bird's-
eye view for its astronauts on the rest of the world.  

2. It shall aid China's aim to become a major space power by 2030.  
 
Concerns:  
China's space station will be equipped with a 
robotic-arm over which the US has raised 
concerns for its possible military applications.  

● The Concern is that this technology 
"could be used in a future system for 
grappling other satellites".  

 
Other space stations:  
● The only space station currently in orbit is the 

International Space Station (ISS). The ISS is 
backed by the United States, Russia, Europe, 
Japan and Canada.  

● So far, China has sent two previous space 
stations into orbit- the Tiangong-1 and Tiangong-2 were trial stations.  

● India is planning to launch its own space station by 2030.  
 
Insta Curious: What is Molniya orbit? Read Here (Briefly) 
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About ISS.  
2. Countries involved.  
3. Objectives.  
4. Previous space stations.  

 

Mains Link: Write a note on the International Space 
Station.  
 
Link: .https://www.thehindu.com/sci-
tech/technology/explained-china-and-musks-row-
in-
space/article38072378.ece/amp/#:~:text=How%20
does%20the,the%20peaceful%20exploration.  

 

Topics: Awareness in the fields of IT, Computers, robotics, nano-technology, bio-technology 
and issues relating to intellectual property rights. 

1. Central bank digital currency (CBDC):  
Context:  
The Reserve Bank of India has been working on a phased implementation strategy for a CBDC and the pilot may 
be launched by the end of this year.  
 
The financial advisory services firm has listed four major use cases of CBDC in the Indian context. This includes:  

1. ‘Fit-for-purpose' money used for social benefits and other targeted payments in a country. For such 
cases, the central bank can pay intended beneficiaries pre-programmed CBDC, which could be 
accepted only for a specific purpose.  

2. CBDCs could be used for faster cross-border remittance payments. International collaboration among 
the major economies of the world, including India, could help create the necessary infrastructure and 
arrangements for CBDC transfer and conversion.  

3. Payment instruments could be made available for payment transactions to be made via CBDC. 
Furthermore, universal access attributes of a CBDC could also include an offline payment functionality.  

4. Instant lending to micro, small, and medium enterprises (MSMEs) in India can be possible with the 
help of CBDC.  

 
Need for CBDC:  

1. An official digital currency would reduce the cost of currency management while enabling real-time 
payments without any inter-bank settlement.  
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2. India’s fairly high currency-to-GDP ratio holds out another benefit of CBDC — to the extent large cash 
usage can be replaced by CBDC, the cost of printing, transporting and storing paper currency can be 
substantially reduced.  

3. The need for inter-bank settlement would disappear as it would be a central bank liability handed over 
from one person to another.  

 
What is the CBDC or National Digital currency?  
A Central Bank Digital Currency (CBDC), or national digital currency, is simply the digital form of a country’s fiat 
currency. Instead of printing paper currency or minting coins, the central bank issues electronic tokens. This 
token value is backed by the full faith and credit of the government.  
 
SC Garg Committee recommendations (2019):  

1. Ban anybody who mines, hold, transact or deal with cryptocurrencies in any form.  
2. It recommends a jail term of one to 10 years for exchange or trading in digital currency. 
3. It proposed a monetary penalty of up to three times the loss caused to the exchequer or gains made by 

the cryptocurrency user whichever is higher.  
4. However, the panel said that the government should keep an open mind on the potential issuance of 

cryptocurrencies by the Reserve Bank of India.  
 
Challenges in rolling out National Digital Currency:  

1. Potential cybersecurity threat.  
2. Lack of digital literacy of the population.  
3. Introduction of digital currency also creates various associated challenges in regulation, tracking 

investment and purchase, taxing individuals, etc.  
4. Threat to Privacy: The digital currency must collect certain basic information of an individual so that the 

person can prove that he’s the holder of that digital currency.  
 
Insta Curious: Do you know what the IOTA Tangle is? Read Here 
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. What is a blockchain?  
2. What are Cryptocurrencies?  

3. Which countries have issued 
Cryptocurrencies?  

4. What is a Bitcoin?  
 
Mains Link: Discuss the pros and cons of CBDC.  

 

2. 5G technology:  
Context:  
According to the recently released ‘Ericsson Mobility Report’:  

● Fifth generation telecom services are likely to account for 39% of mobile subscriptions or about 500 
million subscriptions in India at the end of 2027.  

● The total number of smartphone subscriptions is expected to be 810 million at the end of 2021 and is 
projected to grow at a compounded annual growth rate of 7%, exceeding 1.2 billion by 2027.  

● 4G subscriptions are expected to reduce from 68% of mobile subscriptions in 2021 to 55% in 2027 as 
subscribers migrate to 5G.  

 
What is 5G? 

● 5G is the next generation of 
mobile broadband that will 
eventually replace, or at least 
augment 4G LTE connection. 

 
Features and benefits of the 5G 
technology:  
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1. Operate in the millimeter wave spectrum (30-300 GHz) which have the advantage of sending large 
amounts of data at very high speeds.  

2. Operate in 3 bands, namely low, mid and high frequency spectrum.  
3. Reduced latency will support new applications that leverage the power of 5G, the Internet of Things 

(IoT), and artificial intelligence.  
4. Increased capacity on 5G networks can minimize the impact of load spikes, like those that take place 

during sporting events and news events.  
 
Significance of the technology:  
India’s National Digital Communications Policy 2018 highlights the importance of 5G when it states that the 
convergence of a cluster of revolutionary technologies including 5G, the cloud, Internet of Things (IoT) and data 
analytics, along with a growing start-up community, promise to accelerate and deepen its digital engagement, 
opening up a new horizon of opportunities.  
 
What are the potential health risks from 5G?  
To date, and after much research performed, no adverse health effect has been causally linked with exposure 
to wireless technologies.  

● Tissue heating is the main mechanism of interaction between radiofrequency fields and the human 
body. Radiofrequency exposure levels from current technologies result in negligible temperature rise 
in the human body.  

● As the frequency increases, there is less penetration into the body tissues and absorption of the 
energy becomes more confined to the surface of the body (skin and eye).  

Provided that the overall exposure remains below international guidelines, no consequences for public health 
are anticipated.  
 
What are the international exposure guidelines?  
Two international bodies produce exposure guidelines on electromagnetic fields. Many countries currently 
adhere to the guidelines recommended by:  

1. The International Commission on Non-Ionizing Radiation Protection.  
2. The Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers, through the International Committee on 

Electromagnetic Safety.  
These guidelines are not technology-specific. They cover radiofrequencies up to 300 GHz, including the 
frequencies under discussion for 5G.  
 
International efforts- International Electromagnetic Fields (EMF) Project:  
WHO established the International Electromagnetic Fields (EMF) Project in 1996. The project investigates the 
health impact of exposure to electric and magnetic fields in the frequency range 0-300 GHz and advises 
national authorities on EMF radiation protection.  
 
Insta Curious: Is India prepared for roll-out of 5G? Read here,  
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What is 5G? 
2. Differences between 3G, 4G and 5G. 
3. Applications. 
4. What is a spectrum?  
5. About EMF Project.  

Mains Link: Discuss the significance of 5G 
technology.  
 
Link: 
https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehindu.co
m/business/Industry/india-5g-subscriptions-to-
reach-500-mn-by-2027/article37776215.ece/amp/.  

 

3. Facial recognition technology: 
Context: 
After a delay of three years, come March 2022, passengers will be able to use a face scan as their boarding pass 
at four airports in the country.  
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● Airports at Varanasi, Pune, Kolkata and Vijaywada will be the first to roll-out the facial recognition 
technology-based biometric boarding system, and the service will go live from March 2022.  

● Thereafter, the technology will be scaled up in a phased manner across various airports in the country.  
 
Implementation:  

● The Airports Authority of India has engaged NEC Corporation Private Limited for implementing the 
technology as part of the DigiYatra policy, which seeks to promote paperless air travel and a seamless 
journey from entering an airport till boarding a plane.  

● The policy was unveiled in October 2018, and as per the original plan, the roll-out of the facial 
recognition technology was scheduled for April 2019.  

 
What is facial recognition? 
Facial recognition is a biometric technology that uses distinctive features on the face to identify and distinguish 
an individual. 
● AFRS works by maintaining a large database with photos and videos of peoples’ faces. Then, a new image 

of an unidentified person — often taken from CCTV footage — is compared to the existing database to find 
a match and identify the person. 

● The artificial intelligence technology used for pattern-finding and matching is called “neural networks”. 
 
Benefits of facial recognition: 

1. Improves outcomes in the area of Criminal identification and verification. 
2. Easy identification amongst crowds. 
3. Boosts the police department’s crime investigation capabilities. 
4. Helps civilian verification when needed. No one will be able to get away with a fake ID. 

 
What are the Concerns? 
1. Absence of specific laws or guidelines poses a huge threat to the fundamental rights to privacy and 

freedom of speech and expression because it does not satisfy the threshold the Supreme Court had set in 
its landmark privacy judgment in the ‘Justice K.S. Puttaswamy Vs Union of India’ case.  

2. Many institutions have not conducted “privacy impact assessment” prior to deployment of the facial 
recognition system (FRS).  

3. Function creep: A function creep happens when someone uses information for a purpose that is not the 
original specified purpose (Police got permission to use the FRS by an order of the Delhi High Court for 
tracking missing children. Now they are using it for wider security and surveillance and investigation 
purpose, which is a function creep).  

4. This might lead to an over-policing problem or problems where certain minorities are targeted without 
any legal backing or any oversight as to what is happening. Another problem that may arise is of mass 
surveillance, wherein the police are using the FRT system during protest.  

5. Mass surveillance: If someone goes to a protest against the government, and the police are able to identify 
the person, then there might be repercussions.  

6. The basis of the AFRS is a Cabinet note of 2009. But the Cabinet note is not a legal substance, it’s a 
procedural note at best. So it does not form a valid legal system based on which the AFRS can be built.  

 
Need of the hour: 
The Supreme Court in the Puttaswamy judgment ruled that privacy is a fundamental right even in public 
spaces. And if these rights needs to be infringed, then the government has to show that such action is 
sanctioned by law, proportionate to the need for such interference, necessary and in pursuit of a legitimate 
aim.  
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What is FRT? 
2. How it works? 

3. Puttaswamy judgement is related to? 
 
Mains Link: FRT- uses and concerns.
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4. PepsiCo patents issue:  
Context:  
The Protection of Plant Varieties and Farmers Rights (PPV&FR) Authority has revoked a PVP (Plant Variety 
Protection) certificate granted to PepsiCo India Holding (PIH) on a potato variety (FL-2027) on various grounds.  
This included the following:  

● The grant of the certificate of registration had been based on incorrect information furnished by the 
applicant.  

● The certificate had been granted to a person not eligible for protection.  
● The grant of the certificate of registration was not in the public interest.  

 
What's the issue?  
In 2019, PepsiCo sued some Indian farmers based in Gujarat for cultivating the FC5 potato variety, which has a 
lower moisture content required to make snacks such as potato chips. 

● Withdrawing the lawsuits the same year, the New York-based company said it wanted to settle the 
issue amicably.  

● Later, Kavitha Kuruganti, a farmers' rights activist, petitioned the PPVFR Authority for revocation of 
intellectual protection granted to PepsiCo's FC5 potato variety, saying that India's rules do not allow a 
patent on seed varieties.  

Please note that Section 39 of the Protection of Plant Varieties and Farmers’ Rights (PPV&FR) Act,2001 
specifically says that a farmer is allowed to grow and sell any variety of crop or even seed as long as they don’t 
sell branded seed of registered varieties.  
 
The Protection of Plant Varieties and Farmers’ Rights (PPV&FR) Act, 2001:  

● Enacted by India in 2001 adopting sui generis system.  
● It is in conformity with International Union for the Protection of New Varieties of Plants (UPOV), 

1978.  
● The legislation recognizes the contributions of both commercial plant breeders and farmers in plant 

breeding activity and also provides to implement TRIPs in a way that supports the specific socio-
economic interests of all the stakeholders including private, public sectors and research institutions, as 
well as resource-constrained farmers.  

 
Objectives of the PPV & FR Act, 2001:  

● To establish an effective system for the protection of plant varieties, the rights of farmers and plant 
breeders and to encourage the development of new varieties of plants.  

● To recognize and protect the rights of farmers in respect of their contributions made at any time in 
conserving, improving and making available plant genetic resources for the development of new plant 
varieties.  

● To accelerate agricultural development in the country, protect plant breeders’ rights; stimulate 
investment for research and development both in public & private sector for the development new of 
plant varieties.  

● Facilitate the growth of seed industry in the country which will ensure the availability of high-quality 
seeds and planting material to the farmers.  

 
Rights under the Act:  
Breeders’ Rights: Breeders will have exclusive rights to produce, sell, market, distribute, import or export the 
protected variety. Breeder can appoint agent/ licensee and may exercise for civil remedy in case of 
infringement of rights.  
Researchers’ Rights: Researcher can use any of the registered variety under the Act for conducting experiment 
or research. This includes the use of a variety as an initial source of variety for the purpose of developing 
another variety but repeated use needs prior permission of the registered breeder.  
Farmers’ Rights:  

1. A farmer who has evolved or developed a new variety is entitled for registration and protection in like 
manner as a breeder of a variety;  

2. Farmers variety can also be registered as an extant variety;  
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3. A farmer can save, use, sow, re-sow, exchange, share or sell his farm produce including seed of a 
variety protected under the PPV&FR Act, 2001 in the same manner as he was entitled before the 
coming into force of this Act provided farmer shall not be entitled to sell branded seed of a variety 
protected under the PPV&FR Act, 2001;  

4. Farmers are eligible for recognition and rewards for the conservation of Plant Genetic Resources of 
land races and wild relatives of economic plants;  

5. There is also a provision for compensation to the farmers for non-performance of variety under Section 
39 (2) of the Act, 2001 and 

6. Farmer shall not be liable to pay any fee in any proceeding before the Authority or Registrar or the 
Tribunal or the High Court under the Act.  

 

5. RBI wants full ban on crypto, legal experts say it is too late:  
Context:  
On Christmas Eve in 2013, the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) had issued a note cautioning Indians about financial, 
legal and security risks of cryptocurrency. It came four years after the world’s first cryptocurrency, bitcoin, was 
launched. Eight years later, the central bank’s opposition to crypto has only become stronger.  

● Earlier this month, the RBI told its board that a ‘complete ban’ on crypto was needed as partial 
restrictions won’t work.  

 
Background:  
Private cryptocurrencies like Bitcoin, which are unregulated, mined through a complex process and have highly 
volatile prices, are under the regulatory gaze in India despite their proliferation as an asset class.  
 
Present status of Cryptocurrencies in India:  

● An inter-ministerial panel on cryptocurrency has recommended that all private cryptocurrencies, 
except any virtual currencies issued by state, will be prohibited in India.  

● The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has also raised concerns on the cryptocurrencies traded in the market 
and conveyed them to the Centre.  

● Back in March 2020, the Supreme Court had allowed banks and financial institutions to reinstate 
services related to cryptocurrencies by setting aside the RBI's 2018 circular that had prohibited them 
(Based on the ground of "proportionality").  

 
What are Cryptocurrencies?  
Cryptocurrencies are digital currencies in which 
encryption techniques are used to regulate the 
generation of units of currency and verify the 
transfer of funds, operating independently of a 
central bank.  
Examples: Bitcoin, Ethereum etc.  
 
Why is the RBI against the use of cryptocurrencies?  

1. Sovereign guarantee: Cryptocurrencies pose risks to consumers.  They do not have any sovereign 
guarantee and hence are not legal tender.  

2. Market volatility: Their speculative nature also makes them highly volatile.  For instance, the value of 
Bitcoin fell from USD 20,000 in December 2017 to USD 3,800 in November 2018. 

3. Risk in security: A user loses access to their cryptocurrency if they lose their private key (unlike 
traditional digital banking accounts, this password cannot be reset). 

4. Malware threats: In some cases, these private keys are stored by technical service providers 
(cryptocurrency exchanges or wallets), which are prone to malware or hacking.  

5. Money laundering.  
 
SC Garg Committee recommendations (2019):  

1. Ban anybody who mines, hold, transact or deal with cryptocurrencies in any form. 
2. It recommend a jail term of one to 10 years for exchange or trading in digital currency. 
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3. It proposed a monetary penalty of up to three times the loss caused to the exchequer or gains made by 
the cryptocurrency user whichever is higher. 

4. However, the panel said that the government should keep an open mind on the potential issuance of 
cryptocurrencies by the Reserve Bank of India.  

 
Insta Curious: Have you heard about the IOTA Tangle? Reference:  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Various cryptocurrencies.  
2. Cryptocurrencies launched by various 

countries.  

3. What is Blockchain technology?  
 
Mains Link: What are Cryptocurrencies? Why there 
is a need for regulation? Discuss. 

 

6. GI tag: 
Context: 
An application seeking Geographical Indication (GI) tag for the Arunachal Pradesh Apatani textile product has 
been filed by a firm, Zeet Zeero Producer Company Ltd.  
 
Apatani weave:  
● The Apatani weave comes from the Apatani tribe living at Ziro, the 

headquarters of Lower Subansiri district.  
● The woven fabric of this tribe is known for its geometric and zigzag 

patterns and for its angular designs.  
● The tribe predominantly weaves shawls known as jig-jiro, and jilan or 

jackets called supuntarii.  
● The people use leaves and plant resources for organic dyeing of the 

cotton yarns in their traditional ways. And only women folk are engaged 
in weaving.  

 
About GI tag: 
A GI is primarily an agricultural, natural or a manufactured product (handicrafts and industrial goods) 
originating from a definite geographical territory. 

● Typically, such a name conveys an assurance of quality and distinctiveness, which is essentially 
attributable to the place of its origin. 

 
Security: 
Once the GI protection is granted, no other producer can misuse the name to market similar products. It also 
provides comfort to customers about the authenticity of that product. 
 
Who is a registered proprietor of a geographical indication? 

● Any association of persons, producers, organisation or authority established by or under the law can be 
a registered proprietor. 

● Their name should be entered in the Register of Geographical Indication as registered proprietor for 
the Geographical Indication applied for. 

 
How long the registration of Geographical Indication is valid? 

● The registration of a geographical indication is valid for a period of 10 years. 
● It can be renewed from time to time for further period of 10 years each. 

In India, Geographical Indications registration is administered by the Geographical Indications of Goods 
(Registration and Protection) Act, 1999 which came into force with effect from September 2003. The first 
product in India to be accorded with GI tag was Darjeeling tea in the year 2004-05. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What is GI tag? 
2. Who grants? 
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3. GI products in India and their geographical 
locations. 

4. Other IPRs. 

 
Mains Link: What is a Geographical Indication (GI) 
tag? Discuss it’s significance. 

 

7. FSSAI draft regulations for GM foods: 
Context: 
Social activists working among farmers have come out against the Food Safety and Standards Authority of 
India's (FSSAI) draft regulations on genetically modified (GM) food, terming it "unacceptable".  
 
What's their demand?  
They want FSSAI to explicitly say that GM foods will not be allowed into India by way of production or imports. 
Because, according to them, any kind of GM food in India is a threat to the health of our people, to our 
environment, and to the diverse food cultures of India.  
 
Background:  
The Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) has released draft regulations for GM foods.  
 
What's the issue?  
The Draft proposed that all food products having individual genetically engineered ingredients of 1% or more 
will be labeled as "Contains GMO/ingredients derived from GMO". Activists claimed this as a tacit approval to 
import of GM food instead of prohibiting them.  
 
Overview of the Draft:  

1. No one can manufacture or sell any food products or food ingredients derived from genetically 
modified organisms (GMOs) without prior approval.  

2. Specifies norms that labs will need to adhere for testing GM foods.  
3. The proposed regulations will apply to “Genetically Modified Organisms (GMOs) or Genetically 

Engineered Organisms (GEOs) or Living Modified Organism (LMOs) intended for direct use as food or 
for processing.”  

4. The regulations’ ambit will include food products that may have been made using food ingredients or 
processing aid derived from GMOs, even if GM content is not present in the end-product.  

5. Genetically Modified Organisms or Genetically Engineered Organisms “shall not be used as an 
ingredient” in infant food products.  

6. The draft also proposes labeling norms for food products that contain one per cent or more than one 
percent of GMO content.  

 
GMO regulation in India:  
The task of regulating GMO levels in imported consumables was initially with the Genetic Engineering 
Appraisal Committee (GEAC) under the Union environment ministry. 

● Its role in this was diluted with the enactment of the Food Safety and Standards Act, 2006 and FSSAI 
was asked to take over approvals of imported goods. 

 
What are Genetically Modified Organism (Transgenic Organism)? 
In GMO, genetic material (DNA) is altered or artificially introduced using genetic engineering techniques. 
Genetic modification involves the mutation, insertion, or deletion of genes. 

● Inserted genes usually come from a different organism (e.g. In Bt cotton, Bt genes from bacterium 
Bacillus thuringiensis are induced). 

Genetic modification is done to induce a desirable new trait which does not occur naturally in the species.  
 
GM techniques are used in: 

1. Biological and medical research, 
2. Production of pharmaceutical drugs, 
3. Experimental medicine (e.g. gene therapy), 
4. Agriculture (e.g. golden rice, Bt cotton etc.), 
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5. Genetically modified bacteria to produce the protein insulin, 
6. To produce biofuels from some GM bacteria, etc. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What are GM crops? 
2. What are GMOs? 
3. About GEAC. 
4. About the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety.  

 
Link:https://www.google.com/amp/s/m.economict
imes.com/news/economy/agriculture/fssai-draft-
norms-on-gm-food-unacceptable-
activists/amp_articleshow/88530991.cms.  

 

Topics: Conservation related issues, environmental pollution and degradation, 
environmental impact assessment. 

1. “Atmosphere & Climate Research-Modelling Observing Systems & Services 
(ACROSS)” scheme: 

Context: 
Cabinet committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA) has approved a scheme called Atmosphere & Climate 
Research-Modelling Observing Systems & Services (ACROSS) to be continued for next five years.  
 
What will the citizens achieve from the successful roll-on of this scheme?  

1. With improved forecasts, it will be easy for predicting the timings, intensity, frequency of disasters like 
cyclones, heat waves, thunderstorms, excessive rainfall etc., that is progressively growing uncertain 
with increasing climate change.  

2. Increasing programmes will drive the employment benefits and provide the much-needed 
opportunities to learn in a sphere that remains neglected for long.  

3. It will provide an impetus to utilizing the sizable number of scientific and technical talents available 
therein, along with most vital administrative support for sustaining the same.  

 
ACROSS Scheme: 

● ACROSS scheme pertains to the atmospheric science programs of the Ministry of Earth Sciences 
(MoES). 

● It addresses different aspects of weather and climate services, which includes warnings for cyclone, 
storm surges, heat waves, thunderstorms etc. 

● Each of these aspects is incorporated as nine sub-schemes under the umbrella scheme “ACROSS” and is 
implemented in an integrated. 

 
ACROSS is an umbrella scheme with eight sub-schemes encompassing the programmes for greater 
understanding of atmospheric science. These eight master schemes are as follows:  

1. Commissioning of Polarimetric Doppler Weather Radars (DWRs).  
2. Upgradation of Forecast System, Weather & Climate Services.  
3. Atmospheric Observations Network.  
4. Numerical Modelling of Weather and Climate.  
5. Monsoon Mission III.  
6. Monsoon Convection.  
7. Clouds and Climate Change (MC4).  
8. High Performance Computing System (HPCS).  

 
Benefits of the Scheme: 

● The scheme will provide improved weather, climate  and   ocean   forecast  and services, thereby 
ensuring transfer of commensurate benefits to the various services. 

● It will also provide a sizable number of scientific and technical staff along with requisite administrative 
support, thereby generating employment. 

● To ensure last-mile connectivity of the weather based services to the end -user, a large number of 
agencies like the Krishi Vigyana Kendras of ICAR, Universities and local municipalities are roped in thus 
generating employment opportunities to many people. 
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Implementation:  
Implemented by MoES in collaboration with the India Meteorological Department (IMD), Indian Institute of 
Tropical Meteorology (IITM), National Centre for Medium Range Weather Forecasting (NCMRWF) and the 
Indian National Centre for Ocean Information Services (INCOIS).  
 

2. CAMPA Funds:  
Context:  
The Compensatory Afforestation Fund Management and Planning Authority (CAMPA) has so far disbursed 
₹48,606 crore to 32 States.  

● Chhattisgarh and Odisha have had the maximum amount transferred to them, or close to ₹5,700 crore 
each followed by Jharkhand and Maharashtra at around ₹3,000 crore.  

 
What are CAMPA funds?  
CAMPA funds are part of long-pending dues of the Compensatory Afforestation Fund (CAF), a ₹54,000-crore 
tranche collected for nearly a decade as environmental compensation from industry, which has razed forest 
land for its business plans.  
 
About CAMPA:  
The CAF Act 2016, which came into being more than a decade since it was devised, established an independent 
authority — the Compensatory Afforestation Fund Management and Planning Authority — to execute the 
fund.  

● However, it was not until last August that the rules governing the management of the fund were 
finalised.  

 
What is Compensatory Afforestation?  
Compensatory afforestation means that every time forest land is diverted for non-forest purposes such as 
mining or industry, the user agency pays for planting forests over an equal area of non-forest land, or when 
such land is not available, twice the area of degraded forest land.  
 
Fund sharing:  
As per the rules, 90% of the CAF money is to be given to the states while 10% is to be retained by the Centre.  

● The funds can be used for treatment of catchment areas, assisted natural generation, forest 
management, wildlife protection and management, relocation of villages from protected areas, 
managing human-wildlife conflicts, training and awareness generation, supply of wood saving devices 
and allied activities.  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. CAMPA.  
2. CAF.  
3. Funding under CAF.  

Mains Link: Discuss the significance of CAMPA and 
Compensatory Afforestation.  
 
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=GM498VIJQ.1&imageview=0.  

 

3. Kasturirangan Committee on Western Ghats:  
Context:  
Recently, Karnataka Chief Minister Basavaraj Bommai informed the Centre that the state is opposed to the 
Kasturirangan Committee report on Western Ghats.  

● He said that declaring Western Ghats as ecologically sensitive zone would adversely affect the 
livelihood of people in the region.  

● However, the experts called the state’s opposition disastrous for the ecologically fragile Western Ghats.   
 
What did the Gadgil Committee say?  

● It defined the boundaries of the Western Ghats for the purposes of ecological management. 
● It proposed that this entire area be designated as ecologically sensitive area (ESA). 
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● Within this area, smaller regions were to be identified as ecologically sensitive zones (ESZ) I, II or III 
based on their existing condition and nature of threat. 

● It proposed to divide the area into about 2,200 grids, of which 75 per cent would fall under ESZ I or II or 
under already existing protected areas such as wildlife sanctuaries or natural parks. 

● The committee proposed a Western Ghats Ecology Authority to regulate these activities in the area.  
 
Why was Kasturirangan Committee setup?  
None of the six concerned states agreed with the recommendations of the Gadgil Committee, which submitted 
its report in August 2011.  

● In August 2012, then Environment Minister constituted a High-Level Working Group on Western Ghats 
under Kasturirangan to “examine” the Gadgil Committee report in a “holistic and multidisciplinary 
fashion in the light of responses received” from states, central ministries and others.  

● The Kasturirangan report seeks to bring just 37% of the Western Ghats under the Ecologically Sensitive 
Area (ESA) zones — down from the 64% suggested by the Gadgil report.   

 
Recommendations of Kasturirangan Committee:  

● A ban on mining, quarrying and sand mining. 
● No new thermal power projects, but hydro power projects allowed with restrictions.  
● A ban on new polluting industries.  
● Building and construction projects up to 20,000 sq m was to be allowed but townships were to be 

banned.  
● Forest diversion could be allowed with extra safeguards.  

 
Importance of western ghats:  

● The Western Ghats is an extensive region spanning over six States. It is 
the home of many endangered plants and animals. It is a UNESCO World 
Heritage site.  

● It is one of the eight “hottest hot-spots” of biological diversity in the 
world.  

● According to UNESCO, the Western Ghats are older than the Himalayas. 
They influence Indian monsoon weather patterns by intercepting the rain-
laden monsoon winds that sweep in from the south-west during late 
summer.  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Geographical extension of Eastern and Western ghats, Important rivers, passes and mountain ranges, 
tallest peaks. 

2. Critically endangered, endangered and endemic species found in this region. 
3. ESAs vs. ESZs, who designates them? 
4. Differences between recommendations of the two committees. 
5. What is a World Heritage site? Who designates them? 
6. What are “hottest hot-spots” of biological diversity? Who designates them? 

 
Mains Link: Various committees have been formed to give recommendations on preservation of Western 
Ghats, but not a lot has happened on that front. Examine.  
 
Link: https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-implementation-recommendations-kasturirangan-
committee-western-ghats-important-7660924/lite/.  
 

4. Why India, Russia blocked move to take climate change to UNSC?  
Context:  
India and Russia have blocked a proposal that would have allowed the UN Security Council to deliberate on 
climate-related issues.  
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What's the issue?  
The draft resolution, piloted by Ireland and Niger, sought to create a formal space in the Security Council for 
discussions on climate change and its implications on international security.  

● It also asked that the UN Secretary-General provide periodic reports on how risks from climate change 
can be addressed to prevent conflicts.  

 
What has India said?  
India is second to none when it comes to climate action and climate justice. But UNSC is not the place to 
discuss either issue. In fact, an attempt to do so appears to be motivated by a desire to evade responsibility in 
the appropriate forum and divert the world’s attention from an unwillingness to deliver where it counts.  
 
Concerns over the proposal:  

● Billing climate change as a threat to international security diverts the council’s attention from 
genuine, deep-rooted reasons of conflict in the countries on the Council’s agenda.  

● Securitising climate change would be largely convenient to countries that were actively helping 
engender conflicts or waged military activities in diversion from the Security Council’s mandate or 
simply don’t want to provide the necessary help to developing countries.  

● Action taken as part of the resolution can potentially range from sanctions on fossil-rich countries to 
UN military intervention in domestic conflicts perceived to have been caused by climate change.  

 
What next?  
The UN already has a specialized agency, the UNFCCC, for discussing all matters related to climate change.  

● The parties to the UNFCCC — over 190 countries — meet several times every year, including at a two-
week year-ending conference like the one at Glasgow, to work on a global approach to combat climate 
change.  

● It is this process that has given rise to the Paris Agreement, and its predecessor the Kyoto Protocol, 
the international instrument that is designed to respond to the climate change crisis.  

 
Link: https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/climate-change-discussions-unsc-meet-7673342/lite/.  
 

5. Land, water resources are at breaking point: Report 
Context: As per the recently released, ‘The State of the world’s land and water resources for food and 
agriculture (released by FAO)’, water and land resources are being pushed to limits due to human actions. 
 
More on the news: 
Highlights of the report: 

• Sources of fodder (grassland and shrub-covered areas) have declined by 191 million hectares in the 
past two decades due to the conversion of this to the cropland  

• Due to population increase, agricultural land available per capita for crops and animal husbandry 
declined by 20 per cent between 2000 and 2017 to 0.19 ha /capita in 2017. 

• It was reported that almost a third of rain-fed cropland and nearly a half of irrigated land are subject to 
human-induced land degradation which primarily affected the fertility of the soil 

• Over 60 per cent of irrigated areas are degraded in northern Africa, south Asia and the middle east-
western Asia. 

• The rapid growth of cities had a significant impact on land and water resources; in 2018, 55 per cent of 
the world's population were urban dwellers. This meant encroachment on good agricultural land. 

• Most pressures on the world’s land, soil and water resources are from agriculture due to use of 
chemical fertilizers, farm mechanization etc.  

 
Challenge going forward: 
The degradation of the resources might continue unabated to meet the food security needs of the ever-
growing population since by 2050 agriculture will need to produce almost 50 per cent more food, livestock 
fodder and biofuel than in 2012 to satisfy global demand and keep on track to achieve “zero hunger” by 2030. 
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Steps to be taken to meet food security without degrading the resources 

• Local consumption and weather patterns need to be kept in mind while formulating the policies. Ex: 
Avoid growing sugarcane in those areas where water is deficient; encouraging organic farming etc. 

• A meaningful engagement with the key stakeholders – farmers, pastoralists, foresters and smallholders 
– directly involved in managing soils and conserving water in agricultural landscapes is crucial. 

• Use of technology to reverse the degradation in the resources 

• Reforms in water and land-governance policies. 
Some of the steps taken in India to prevent degradation in regard include- soil health card, scientific irrigation 
methods (Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchai Yojana, Desert development program, Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sampada 
Yojana etc.) 
 
Insta Curious Know more about the relationship between land degradation, desertification and Food security 
 
Insta Links 
Prelims links: 

1. What is food security? 
2. Major policies and programs related to 

land and water conservation policies in 
India 

Main links: How can India manage food security for 
the future without degradation of land and water 
resources in the country? Discuss. (15M) 
 
Source: Down-to-earth 

 

6. Delivering Climate action: The road ahead for India after CoP 26 
Context: The commitment of recent Glasgow Climate Pact to strengthen our commitment to combat climate 
change by restricting global temperature rise to 1.5 degrees Celsius over pre-industrial levels 
More on the news 
India and CoP-26: At CoP26, India pledged to become a ‘net zero’ carbon emitter by 2070, and announced 
enhanced targets for renewable energy deployment and reduction in carbon emissions.  
 
Some major steps taken by India in recent times to meet climate change targets: 

• The share of renewable energy in India's energy mix has more than doubled from 11.8 per cent in 
March 2015 to 25.2 per cent in July 2021 

• India has outlined several programs under its ambitious, ‘National Action Plan on Climate Change 
(NAPCC)’ 

• Setting up ‘International Solar Alliance’ to coordinate effort and institute measures to make use of the 
abundant renewable energy in the environment 

• FAME Scheme for E-mobility: Union Government in April 2015 launched Faster Adoption and 
Manufacturing of Hybrid and Electric vehicles (FAME) – India Scheme with an aim to boost sales of eco-
friendly vehicles in the country. It is a part of the National Mission for Electric Mobility. 

• Atal Mission for Rejuvenation & Urban Transformation (AMRUT) for Smart Cities. 

• Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana: The scheme provides LPG connections to five crore below-poverty-line 
beneficiaries. The connections are given in the name of women beneficiaries to reduce their 
dependence on fossil fuels and conventional fuel like cow dung for cooking food, thus reducing air 
pollution. 

• UJALA scheme: The scheme was launched by the Prime Minister Narendra Modi in January 2015 with a 
target of replacing 77 crore incandescent lamps with LED bulbs. The usage of LED bulbs will not only 
result in reducing electricity bills but also help in environment protection. 

• Swachh Bharat Mission: Swachh Bharat Abhiyan (Clean India Movement) is a campaign that was 
launched by Prime Minister Narendra Modi on October 2, 2014. The campaign seeks to clean the 
streets, roads and infrastructure of the country’s 4041 statutory cities and towns. 

 
Challenges ahead: If India needs to sustain this momentum, the following measures required: 

• Meeting the infrastructure gap of $4.5 trillion dollars (As per NITI AYOG estimation) 

• Technology and financial constrains to increase the share of renewable energy to 50 per cent by 2030.  

• Inadequate shift of policies from the grey to green economy. Ex: Over dependence of fossil fuels, 
inefficient power grid infrastructure etc. 
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• Lack of synergy amongst various institutions in the country. 
 
Measures required to address this challenge: 

• Platforms must adopt a ‘renewable first’ approach as they scale up 

• Creating synergies amongst the various institutions and other countries. Ex: One Sun, One World, One 
Grid (OSOWOG), launched by India at CoP26, this would provide a lot of learning to connect energy 
grids across borders for renewable energy adoption under OSOWOG.  

• Decarbonize emission-intensive sectors. Ex: Heavy industries like Iron and Steel 

• An ‘ecosystem-based’ approach in implementing policies. Ex: FAME India scheme 

• We need more ‘carbon sinks’ – areas that store carbon, like forests, oceans and wetlands.  

• Inclusion of local people in safeguarding environment 

• Ramping up sufficient resources towards climate adaptation. Ex: The Climate Finance Leadership 
Initiative launched by India and the United Kingdom in September to generate more resources for 
climate and green energy projects is a positive step in this direction. 

 
Insta Curious: Know more about: One Solar, One World, One Grid 
 
Insta links: 

1. Prelim link 

• CoP 26 outcomes 

• Major policies and programs 
related to fighting climate change 
in India 

• Paris climate change targets 
2. Main link: Discuss the measures required 

to realize the climate change targets that 
India had declared to achieve by 2070. 
(15M)  

Source: Down-to-Earth 

 

7. Green Hydrogen:  
Context:  
The Centre is planning to use the green hydrogen fuel from wastewater by using solar energy. It is possible by 
using electrolyzers.  
 
How this can be achieved?  
By segregation of solid waste management using the rooftop solar, we can make green hydrogen with the help 
of electrolysers. The power and water cost of producing it would be negligible. We can use this fuel even in 
railway engines along with cement and chemical companies instead of coal.  
 
Challenges:  
The path for green hydrogen in the country is not clear and at the moment, production of green hydrogen is 
slightly more expensive than grey hydrogen.  
 
What is green hydrogen?  
Hydrogen when produced by electrolysis using renewable energy is known as Green Hydrogen which has no 
carbon  footprint.  
 
Significance of Green Hydrogen:  

● Green hydrogen energy is vital for India to meet its Nationally Determined Contribution (INDC) Targets 
and ensure regional and national energy security, access and availability.  

● Green Hydrogen can act as an energy storage option, which would be essential to meet intermittencies 
(of renewable energy) in the future.  

● In terms of mobility, for long distance mobilisations for either urban freight movement within cities and 
states or for passengers, Green Hydrogen can be used in railways, large ships, buses or trucks, etc.  

 
Applications of green hydrogen:  

● Green Chemicals like ammonia and methanol  can directly be utilized in existing applications like 
fertilizers, mobility, power, chemicals, shipping etc.  

● Green Hydrogen blending up to 10% may be adopted in CGD networks to gain widespread acceptance.  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/08/13/one-sun-one-world-one-grid-osowog-initiative/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/08/13/one-sun-one-world-one-grid-osowog-initiative/
https://www.mnre.co.in/web-stories/one-sun-one-world-one-grid/
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/blog/governance/delivering-climate-action-the-road-ahead-for-india-after-cop26-80723
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://www.insightsonindia.com/2021/12/03/insights-into-editorial-boosting-green-hydrogen/&ved=2ahUKEwjrnfOVnfT0AhVdxzgGHRHbC1gQFnoECAMQAQ&usg=AOvVaw3ouelrE-Z4iIOnqVUMJRLu
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://www.insightsonindia.com/2021/12/03/insights-into-editorial-boosting-green-hydrogen/&ved=2ahUKEwjrnfOVnfT0AhVdxzgGHRHbC1gQFnoECAMQAQ&usg=AOvVaw3ouelrE-Z4iIOnqVUMJRLu
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://www.insightsonindia.com/2021/07/02/green-hydrogen/&ved=2ahUKEwjrnfOVnfT0AhVdxzgGHRHbC1gQFnoECA8QAQ&usg=AOvVaw2V3FTKU4xl95e4-BdIwvw2


 

www.insightsonindia.com       154  InsightsIAS 

 
Benefits:  

● It is a clean-burning molecule, which can decarbonize a range of sectors including iron and steel, 
chemicals, and transportation.  

● Renewable energy that cannot be stored or used by the grid can be channelled to produce hydrogen.  
 
Insta Curious: Hydrogen is an invisible gas. But, then how are they named green, pink and so on? Read here.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About Green Hydrogen.  
2. How is it produced?  
3. Applications.  

4. Benefits.  
5. About the Hydrogen Energy Mission.  

 
Mains Link: Discuss the benefits of Green 
Hydrogen.  

 

8. Changes to Biological Diversity Act, 2002:  
Context:  
Government has recently introduced the Biological Diversity (Amendment) Bill, 2021 in Lok Sabha.  
 
Highlights of the Bill:  

1. The Bill seeks to reduce the pressure on wild medicinal plants by encouraging the cultivation of 
medicinal plants.  

2. The Bill proposes to exempt AYUSH practitioners from intimating biodiversity boards for accessing 
biological resources or knowledge.  

3. The Bill also facilitates fast-tracking of research, simplify the patent application process, 
decriminalises certain offences.  

4. The Bill brings more foreign investments in biological resources, research, patent and commercial 
utilisation, without compromising the national interest.  

5. The bill focuses on regulating who can access biological resources and knowledge and how access will 
be monitored.  

6. The Bill has also clarified and strengthened the role of state biodiversity boards.  
 
Why is the Biodiversity Act 2002 being amended?  

● People from AYUSH medicine urged the government to simplify, streamline and reduce the compliance 
burden to provide for a conducive environment for collaborative research and investments.  

● They also sought to simplify the patent application process, widen the scope of access and benefit-
sharing with local communities.  

 
Concerns:  

● The main focus of the bill is to facilitate trade in biodiversity as opposed to conservation, protection of 
biodiversity and knowledge of the local communities.  

● The bill has been introduced without seeking public comments as required under the pre-legislative 
consultative policy.  

● There are ambiguous provisions in the proposed amendment to protect, conserve or increase the 
stake of local communities in the sustainable use and conservation of biodiversity.  

● Activists say that the amendments were done to “solely benefit” the AYUSH Ministry.  
● The bill has excluded the term Bio-utilization which is an important element in the Act. Leaving out bio 

utilization would leave out an array of activities like characterization, incentivisation and bioassay 
which are undertaken with commercial motive.  

● The bill also exempts cultivated medicinal plants from the purview of the Act but it is practically 
impossible to detect which plants are cultivated and which are from the wild.  

 
Biological Diversity Act, 2002:  

● Enacted for the conservation of biological diversity and fair, equitable sharing of the monetary 
benefits from the commercial use of biological resources and traditional knowledge.  
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● The main intent of this legislation is to protect India’s rich biodiversity and associated knowledge 
against their use by foreign individuals.  

● It seeks to check biopiracy, protect biological diversity and local growers through a three-tier structure 
of central and state boards and local committees.  

● The Act provides for setting up of a National Biodiversity Authority (NBA), State Biodiversity Boards 
(SBBs) and Biodiversity Management Committees (BMCs) in local bodies.  

● The NBA will enjoy the power of a civil court.  
 
Insta Curious: Have you heard about the Nagoya Protocol? Read about it here.  
 
Link: https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/environmentalists-oppose-proposed-changes-to-biological-
diversity-act/article37980391.ece/amp/.  
 

9. ‘Meendum Manjappai’ scheme:  
Context:  
Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M.K. Stalin has launched the 'Meendum Manjappai' campaign aimed at creating 
awareness on the usage of cloth bags instead of single-use plastic bags.  
 
Background:  
The Tamil Nadu government has already banned 14 types of plastic materials.  
 
Way ahead?  
Enforcement is key for the ban to be effective.  

● The government also needs to address important structural issues such as policies to regulate the use 
of plastic alternatives, improve recycling and have better waste segregation management.  

● In addition to improving recyclability, investment in research and development for alternatives should 
also be a priority.  

 
What are single use plastics?  
Single-use plastics refer to disposable items like grocery bags, food packaging, bottles and straws that are used 
only once before they are thrown away, or sometimes recycled.  
 
Why plastics?  

● As plastic is cheap, lightweight and easy to produce, it has led to a production boom over the last 
century, and the trend is expected to continue in the coming decades, according to the United Nations.  

● But countries are now struggling with managing the amount of plastic waste they have generated.  
About 60% of plastic waste in India is collected — that means the remaining 40% or 10,376 tons remain 
uncollected.  
 
Background:  
In 2019, the Union government in a bid to free India of single-use plastics by 2022, had laid out a multi-
ministerial plan to discourage the use of single-use plastics across the country.  
 
The strategy:  
A government committee has identified the single use plastic (SUP) items to be banned based on an index of 
their utility and environmental impact. It has proposed a three-stage ban:  

1. The first category of SUP items proposed to be phased out are plastic sticks used in balloons, flags, 
candy, ice-cream and ear buds, and thermocol that is used in decorations.  

2. The second category, proposed to be banned from July 1, 2022, includes items such as plates, cups, 
glasses and cutlery such as forks, spoons, knives, straws, trays; wrapping and packing films used in 
sweet boxes; invitation cards; cigarette packets; stirrers and plastic banners that are less than 100 
microns in thickness.  

3. A third category of prohibition is for non-woven bags below 240 microns in thickness. This is proposed 
to start from September next year.  
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Challenges ahead:  

1. It is not going to be an easy task given that close to 26,000 tons of plastic waste is generated across 
India every day, of which more than 10,000 tons stays uncollected.  

2. A significant amount of plastic ends up in rivers, oceans and landfills.  
 
What needs to be done?  

1. The government has to do a thorough economic and environmental cost-benefit analysis.  
2. The plan has to take into account social and economic impacts for the ban to be successful.  
3. We need better recycling policies because resources are poor and there needs to be a much broader 

strategy.  
 
Insta Curious: Do you know about Plastic eating Bacteria? Can it solve the rising problem of Plastic pollution? 
Read Here:  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. What are single use plastics?  
2. Uses.  
3. India's targets.  
4. Other countries which are planning to 

phase out the use of single use plastics.  

 
Link:https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehin
du.com/news/national/tamil-nadu/stalin-goes-
green-by-launching-meendum-manjappai-
scheme/article38024068.ece/amp/.  

 

10. Flex Fuel Vehicles:  
Context:  
Union Minister of Road Transport and Highways, Nitin Gadkari, has for long been advocating the use of flex-
fuel to power cars and motorcycles sold in India.  

● Recently, at an industry event, the transport minister revealed that he has issued an advisory to all 
carmakers to introduce flex-fuel engines in their vehicles.  

 
As per the advisory issued by the government:  

● Carmakers are given six months' time to introduce flex-fuel engines.  
● Manufacturers have to produce the Flex Fuel Strong Hybrid vehicles and both types of vehicles must 

comply with the BS-6 emission norms.  
 
What are flexible fuel vehicles (FFVs)?  
An FFV is a modified version of vehicles that could run both on gasoline and doped petrol with different levels 
of ethanol blends.  

● FFVs will allow vehicles to use all the blends and also run on unblended fuel.  
● FFVs have compatible engines to run on more than 84 percent ethanol blended petrol.  

 
Benefits:  

● FFVs are aimed at reducing the use of polluting fossil fuels and cutting down harmful emissions.  
● Alternative fuel ethanol is Rs 60-62 per litre while petrol costs more than Rs 100 per litre in many parts 

of the country, so by using ethanol, Indians will save Rs 30-35 per litre.  
● For India, FFVs will present a different advantage as they will allow vehicles to use different blends of 

ethanol mixed petrol available in different parts of the country.  
● Also, these vehicles are a logical extension of the Ethanol Blended Petrol (EBP) programme launched 

by the Union Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas in January 2003.  
● Since India has surplus produce of corn, sugar and wheat, the mandatory blending of ethanol 

programme will help farmers in realising higher incomes.  
● For the overall Indian economy, higher usage of ethanol as an automobile fuel will help save import 

costs as the country meets more than 80 per cent of its crude oil requirements through imports.  
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Disadvantages/challenges of using FFVs:  
1. Customer acceptance will be a major challenge since the cost of ownership and running cost are going 

to be very high compared with 100 per cent petrol vehicles.  
2. Running cost (due to lower fuel efficiency) will be higher by more than 30 per cent when run with 100 

per cent ethanol (E100).  
3. Flex Fuel Engines cost more as ethanol has very different chemical properties than petrol. Ethanol has 

very low (40 per cent) Calorific value as compared to Gasoline, very High Latent heat of vaporization 
causing cooling of charge/combustion etc.  

4. Ethanol also acts as a solvent and could wipe out the protective oil film inside the engine thereby 
could cause wear and tear.  

 
Insta Curious: Do you know what Cetyl alcohol is? Read about its uses in brief 
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About FFVs.  
2. What is ethanol?  

3. About Ethanol blending.  
 
Mains Link: Discuss the benefits of ethanol 
blending with traditional fuel.  

 

11. Bottom trawling and associated issues:  
Context:  
Sri Lankan authorities between December 18 and 20 and the impounding of 10 boats for “poaching” in 
territorial waters have again raised concerns about the fate of the men.  
 
What's the issue now?  
Fishermen from Tamil Nadu getting arrested 
and released later has become a routine affair, 
but there have been cases of deaths.  

● The bone of contention between the 
two countries has been the use of 
bottom trawlers by the Tamil Nadu 
fishermen, a practice opposed in Sri 
Lanka’s Northern Province on the 
ground that trawling damages the 
marine ecosystem.  

● This practice has been banned in Sri 
Lanka and there have been agitations 
for stringent enforcement of the law.  

The Indian side had agreed twice — in 2010 and 2016 — to phase out and end the practice of bottom trawling. 
But it has not ended yet.  
 
What is the issue with Bottom trawling?  
Bottom trawling, an ecologically destructive practice, 
involves trawlers dragging weighted nets along the sea-floor, 
causing great depletion of aquatic resources.  

● Bottom trawling captures juvenile fish, thus 
exhausting the ocean’s resources and affecting 
marine conservation efforts. This practice was 
started by Tamil Nadu fishermen in Palk Bay and 
actively pursued at the peak of the civil war in Sri 
Lanka.  

 
Solution to the bottom trawling- deep-sea fishing plan:  
The solution to the bottom trawling issue lies in transition from trawling to deep-sea fishing.  

● The activity of catching fish that live in the deep parts of the sea/ocean is called deep-sea fishing.  
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● The boats are designed in such a way that fishermen get access to the deeper parts of the ocean and 
fish species.  

● It is practiced worldwide, especially in the coastal areas with no ecological damage. 
● The depth of water should be at least 30 meters to be considered a deep sea fishing zone.  

 
Efforts by Government- the Palk Bay scheme:  

● Launched in July 2017 under the Blue Revolution programme.  
● The scheme is financed by the Union and the State Governments with beneficiary participation.  
● It had envisaged the provision of 2,000 vessels in three years to the fishermen of the State and 

motivate them to abandon bottom trawling.  
 
Link:https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/troubled-waters-the-hindu-editorial-on-arrest-of-indian-
fishermen-by-sri-lankan-authorities/article38015904.ece.  

 
Topics: Role of external state and non-state actors in creating challenges to internal 
security. 

1. What is ‘Greater Tipraland’?  
Context:  
Following the recent killings, several tribal outfits in Tripura have joined hands to push their demand for a 
separate state for indigenous communities in the region, arguing that their “survival and existence” was at 
stake.  
 
The Demand:  
The parties are demanding a separate state of ‘Greater Tipraland’ for the indigenous communities of the north-
eastern state. They want the Centre to carve out the separate state under Article 2 and 3 of the Constitution.   
 
What is Greater Tipraland?  
‘Greater Tipraland’ is essentially an extension of the ruling tribal 
partner Indigenous Peoples Front of Tripura – IPFT’s demand of 
Tipraland, which sought a separate state for tribals of Tripura.  

● The new demand seeks to include every tribal person living in 
indigenous area or village outside the Tripura Tribal Areas 
Autonomous District Council (TTAADC) under the proposed 
model.  

● However, the idea doesn’t restrict to simply the Tripura tribal 
council areas, but seeks to include ‘Tiprasa’ of Tripuris spread 
across different states of India like Assam, Mizoram etc. as well, 
even those living in Bandarban, Chittagong, Khagrachari and 
other bordering areas of neighbouring Bangladesh.  

 
What's the issue?  
Regional political parties say the call of Greater Tipraland’ rose due to unfulfilled demands of revising NRC in 
Tripura and opposition to CAA in the past.  
 
Insta Curious: Did you know that Article 2 of the Constitution deals with admission or establishment of new 
states? Parliament may by law admit into the Union, or establish, new States on such terms and conditions, as 
it thinks fit.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About Greater Tipraland.  

2. About NRC.  
3. What is CAA?  
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2. The Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act:  
Context:  
As per the information given by the Union Home Ministry in Lok Sabha:  

● Nearly 57% of those arrested in the country under the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act between 
2018 and 2020 were below 30 years of age.  

● Uttar Pradesh not only accounted for the highest arrests of those below 30 (931) under the anti-terror 
law in the past three years but also 70% of the total arrests made in the state under UAPA over this 
period were in the sub-30 age group.  

 
About the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act:  
Passed in 1967, the law aims at effective prevention of unlawful activities associations in India. 
The Act assigns absolute power to the central government, by way of which if the Centre deems an activity as 
unlawful then it may, by way of an Official Gazette, declare it so. 

● It has death penalty and life imprisonment as highest punishments. 
 
Key points: 
Under UAPA, both Indian and foreign nationals can be charged. 

● It will be applicable to the offenders in the same manner, even if crime is committed on a foreign 
land, outside India. 

● Under the UAPA, the investigating agency can file a charge sheet in maximum 180 days after the 
arrests and the duration can be extended further after intimating the court. 

 
As per amendments of 2019: 

● The Act empowers the Director General of National Investigation Agency (NIA) to grant approval of 
seizure or attachment of property when the case is investigated by the said agency. 

● The Act empowers the officers of the NIA, of the rank of Inspector or above, to investigate cases of 
terrorism in addition to those conducted by the DSP or ACP or above rank officer in the state. 

● It also included the provision of designating an individual as a terrorist.  
 
Delhi High Court defines the contours of UAPA:  
In June 2021, delivering a judgment defining the contours of the otherwise "vague" Section 15 of the 
Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act, 1967, (UAPA), the Delhi High Court laid down some important principles 
upon the imposition of Section 15, 17 & 18 of the Act.  
 
Sections 15, 17 and 18 of UAPA:  

1. S. 15 engrafts the offence of 'terrorist act'.  
2. S. 17 lays-down the punishment for raising funds for committing a terrorist act.  
3. S. 18 engrafts the offence of 'punishment for conspiracy etc. to commit a terrorist act or any act 

preparatory to commit a terrorist act'.  
 
Key observations made by the court:  

1. "Terrorist Act" Should not be used lightly so as to trivialise them.  
2. Terrorist activity is that which travels beyond the capacity of law enforcement agencies to deal with 

under ordinary penal law (Supreme Court's decision in the case of Hitendra Vishnu Thakur).  
 
Insta Curious: Did you know that under Section 3(1) of the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act (UAPA), “if the 
Central government is of opinion that any association is, or has become, an unlawful association, it may, by 
notification in the Official Gazette, declare such association to be unlawful? 
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Definition of unlawful activity.  
2. Powers of Centre under the act.  
3. Is judicial review applicable in such cases?  

4. Changes brought about by amendments in 
2004 and 2019.  

5. Can foreign nationals be charged under the 
act?  
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Mains Link: Do you agree that the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Amendment Act could prove catastrophic 
for fundamental rights? Is sacrificing liberty for national security justified? Discuss and provide for your opinion.  

 
Topics: Challenges to internal security through communication networks, role of media and 
social networking sites in internal security challenges, basics of cyber security; money-
laundering and its prevention 

1. Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act (AFSPA): 
Context: 
Nagaland will continue to be a ‘disturbed area’ for another six months under the AFSPA as the condition of the 
state remained “dangerous,” a move which comes amid growing clamour for withdrawal of the special powers 
to the armed forces, especially after the death of 14 civilians earlier this month in a case of mistaken identity.  

● The state has been under the controversial AFSPA since 1958.  
 
Background:  
The Centre had recently decided to constitute a committee to study the possibility of withdrawing the Armed 
Forces (Special Powers) Act (AFSPA) from the State.  

● The committee would submit its report within 45 days.  
● The withdrawal of the “disturbed area” notification and the AFSPA from Nagaland will be based on the 

recommendations of the committee.  
 
What does the AFSPA mean? 
In simple terms, AFSPA gives armed forces the power to maintain public order in “disturbed areas”. 
 
Powers given to armed forces: 

1. They have the authority to prohibit a gathering of five or more persons in an area, can use force or 
even open fire after giving due warning if they feel a person is in contravention of the law. 

2. If reasonable suspicion exists, the army can also arrest a person without a warrant; enter or search 
premises without a warrant; and ban the possession of firearms. 

3. Any person arrested or taken into custody may be handed over to the officer in charge of the nearest 
police station along with a report detailing the circumstances that led to the arrest. 

 
What is a “disturbed area” and who has the power to declare it? 
A disturbed area is one which is declared by notification under Section 3 of the AFSPA. An area can be 
disturbed due to differences or disputes between members of different religious, racial, language or regional 
groups or castes or communities. 

● The Central Government, or the Governor of the State or administrator of the Union Territory can 
declare the whole or part of the State or Union Territory as a disturbed area. 

 
Has there been any review of the Act? 
On November 19, 2004, the Central government appointed a five-member committee headed by Justice B P 
Jeevan Reddy to review the provisions of the act in the north eastern states. 

● The committee submitted its report in 2005, which included the following recommendations: (a) 
AFSPA should be repealed and appropriate provisions should be inserted in the Unlawful Activities 
(Prevention) Act, 1967; (b) The Unlawful Activities Act should be modified to clearly specify the powers 
of the armed forces and paramilitary forces and (c) grievance cells should be set up in each district 
where the armed forces are deployed. 

The 5th report of the Second Administrative Reforms Commission on public order has also recommended the 
repeal of the AFSPA. 
 
Naga killings point to AFSPA pitfalls:  
The AFSPA gives the armed forces the licence to kill. And when they carry out such shameful operations 
without keeping the local police in the loop, as has been the practice for long, it gives the message that the 
Centre just does not care about the peace process.  
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Naga People’s Movement for Human Rights vs Union of India- SC’s 1997 verdict laid down guidelines for use of 
AFSPA:  

● The 1997 judgment of a Constitution Bench held that the power under Section 4(a) of the AFSPA to 
use deadly force should be employed only under “certain circumstances”.  

● The court noted that the “power to cause death is relatable to maintenance of public order in a 
disturbed area and is to be exercised under definite circumstances”.  

● These preconditions include a declaration by a high-level authority that an area is “disturbed”. The 
officer concerned decides to use deadly force on the opinion that it is “necessary” to maintain public 
order. But he has to give “due warning” first.  

● The persons against whom the action was taken by the armed forces should have been “acting in 
contravention of any law or order for the time being in force in the disturbed area”.  

 
Insta Curious: Did you know that in the northeast, the AFSPA is in force in Assam, Nagaland, Manipur, the 
Tirap, Changlang and Longding districts of Arunachal Pradesh and areas falling within the jurisdiction of eight 
police stations of the State bordering Assam?  
 

2. Pegasus snooping case:  
Context:  
The Supreme Court has stayed further proceedings 
of a Commission of Inquiry appointed by the West 
Bengal Government to look into allegations of 
snooping using the Pegasus software.  
 
What's the issue?  
The continued use of spyware Pegasus, which an 
Israeli company sells to governments worldwide, has 
been confirmed with fresh reports. Like the phones it 
targets, Pegasus has been apparently updated and 
now comes with new surveillance capabilities.  
 
What is Pegasus?  
It is a spyware tool developed by an Israeli firm, the NSO Group.  
Spyware spy on people through their phones.  

● Pegasus works by sending an exploit link, and if the target user clicks on the link, the malware or the 
code that allows the surveillance is installed on the user’s phone.  

● Once Pegasus is installed, the attacker has complete access to the target user’s phone.  
 
What can Pegasus do?  

● Pegasus can “send back the target’s private data, including passwords, contact lists, calendar events, 
text messages, and live voice calls from popular mobile messaging apps”.  

● The target’s phone camera and microphone can be turned on to capture all activity in the phone’s 
vicinity, expanding the scope of the surveillance.  

 
What is a zero-click attack?  
A zero-click attack helps spyware like Pegasus gain control over a device without human interaction or human 
error.  

● So all awareness about how to avoid a phishing attack or which links not to click are pointless if the 
target is the system itself.  

● Most of these attacks exploit software which receive data even before it can determine whether what 
is coming in is trustworthy or not, like an email client.  

 
What’s the Difference Between Malware, Trojan, Virus, and Worm?  
Malware is defined as a software designed to perform an unwanted illegal act via the computer network. It 
could be also defined as software with malicious intent.  
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Malware can be classified based on how they get executed, how they spread, and/or what they do. Some of 
them are discussed below.  

1. Virus: A program that can infect other programs by modifying them to include a possible evolved copy 
of itself.  

2. Worms: Disseminated through computer networks, unlike viruses, computer worms are malicious 
programs that copy themselves from system to system, rather than infiltrating legitimate files.  

3. Trojans: Trojan or trojan horse is a program that generally impairs the security of a system. Trojans are 
used to create back-doors (a program that allows outside access into a secure network) on computers 
belonging to a secure network so that a hacker can have access to the secure network.  

4. Hoax: An e-mail that warns the user of a certain system that is harming the computer. The message 
thereafter instructs the user to run a procedure (most often in the form of a download) to correct the 
harming system. When this program is run, it invades the system and deletes an important file.  

5. Spyware: Invades a computer and, as its name implies, monitors a user’s activities without consent. 
Spywares are usually forwarded through unsuspecting e-mails with bonafide e-mail i.ds. Spyware 
continues to infect millions of computers globally.  

 
Insta Curious: Did you know that the Supreme Court has appointed an expert technical committee overseen by 
former Supreme Court judge R.V. Raveendran to examine allegations that the Centre used Israeli software 
Pegasus to spy on citizens?  
Have you heard of Google Project Zero? Reference:  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About Spyware.  
2. About Pegasus.  
3. Differences between Spyware, malware 

and Trojans.  

 
Mains Link: What is a zero-click attack? Discuss.  
 
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=GLV94JLIG.1&imageview=0.  

 

3. Lokur Commission:  
Context:  
The Supreme Court on Friday stayed all proceedings before Justice Madan Lokur Commission, set up by the 
West Bengal government to inquire into the alleged interception of mobile phones using military grade 
spyware Pegasus, disapproving breach of undertaking by the state for halting the commission's work when the 
SC was seized of the pan-India issue.  
 
Background:  
The West Bengal government had, in July 2021, set up a Commission of Inquiry (Lokur Commission), under the 
1952 Act, to look into the alleged surveillance of phones using the Pegasus spyware developed by the Israeli 
cyber-intelligence company NSO Group.  

● The Commission will look into the alleged breach of privacy of several individuals.  
 
Who can set up such commissions?  
While both central and state governments can set up such Commissions of Inquiry, states are restricted by 
subject matters that they are empowered to legislate upon.  

● If the central government set up the commission first, then states cannot set up a parallel commission 
on the same subject matter without the approval of the Centre.  

● But if a state has appointed a Commission, then the Centre can appoint another on the same subject if 
it is of the opinion that the scope of the inquiry should be extended to two or more states.  

 
What are its powers?  
Under The Commissions of Inquiry Act, 1952, a Commission set up by the government shall have the powers of 
a civil court, while trying a suit under the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908.  

● This means that the Commission has powers to summon and enforce the attendance of any person 
from any part of India and examine her on oath, and receive evidence.  
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● It can order requisition of any public record or copy from any court or office.  
 
What kind of subjects can a Commission probe?  
 Commissions set up by the central government can make an inquiry into any matter relatable to any of the 
entries in List I (Union List) or List II (State List) or List III (Concurrent List) in the Seventh Schedule to the 
Constitution, while Commissions set up by state governments can look into entries in List II or List III.  
 
Pegasus inquiry commission matter is related to:  

● The West Bengal government has cited public order and police entries. While these subjects are in the 
State List, an argument could also be made that the subject matter of the inquiry essentially falls 
under the Central List.  

● Also, Entry 31 of the Union List deals with posts and telegraphs, telephones, wireless, broadcasting and 
other like forms of communication.  

 
What value does such a Commission’s report have?  

● The findings of such commissions are normally tabled in the Assembly or Parliament, depending on 
who constituted it.  

● However, the government is not bound to make the report public. The findings are not binding on the 
executive wither, but can be relied upon by courts as evidence.  

 
Insta Curious: Do you know What Social Engineering is in the context of Information Security?Know some 
terms of Types of social engineering attacks. Read Here 
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About 7th schedule.  
2. About Lokur Commission.  
3. Commissions of Inquiry Act, 1952.  

4. Powers of Centre and the states under the 
act.  

 
Mains Link: Discuss the issues associated with the 
Commissions of Inquiry Act, 1952.  

 

4. RBI panel moots law to regulate digital lending:  
Context:  
Lending through digital mode relative to physical mode in India is 
still at a nascent stage in case of banks (Rs 1.12 lakh crore via digital 
mode vis-à-vis Rs 53.08 lakh crore via physical mode).  

● However, the overall volume of disbursement through 
digital mode for the sampled entities has exhibited a growth 
of more than twelve-fold between 2017 and 2020 (from Rs 
11,671 crore to Rs 1.41 lakh crore).  

● Industry leaders say the strong growth in digital lending 
indicates the huge untapped credit potential in India which 
can be bridged efficiently through the use of technology.  

So, experts suggest bringing digital lenders under RBI regulation will 
help weed out the bad apples and ensure only serious players 
survive as cost compliance may be too high for the mischief makers.  
 
Main issues affecting the industry:  
The typical modus operandi of these companies is to lure customers 
by small-size loans of Rs 5,000, which can be paid back in a couple of 
weeks with some interest — typically of Rs 500 per month.  

● However, if the borrower fails to re pay this amount, it gets 
compounded at 120% per annum (10% per month), making 
it difficult for the borrower to repay.  

● This loan is sometimes masked as a service called Buy Now, 
Pay Later (BNPL), which allows shoppers to buy something 
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but pay for it later within a stipulated interest-free period in three or more instalments. These loans 
mostly target young, new-to-credit, cash-strapped millennials.  

 
RBI working group:  
A Reserve Bank of India (RBI) Working Group (WG) on digital lending, including lending through online 
platforms and mobile apps submitted its recommendations in November this year.  
 
Key recommendations:  

1. A separate legislation should be enacted to oversee 
such lending.  

2. Setup a nodal agency to vet the Digital Lending 
Apps.  

3. A Self-Regulatory Organisation should be set up for 
participants in the digital lending ecosystem.  

4. Develop certain baseline technology standards and 
compliance with those standards as a pre-condition 
for offering digital lending solutions.  

5. Disbursement of loans should be made directly into 
the bank accounts of borrowers and servicing of 
loans should be done only through the bank 
accounts of the digital lenders.  

6. All data collection must require the prior consent of 
borrowers and come ‘with verifiable audit trails’ and 
the data itself ought to be stored locally.  

 
Benefits of digital lending: 

● Digital lending has the potential to make access to 
financial products and services more fair, efficient and inclusive. 

● From a peripheral supporting role a few years ago, FinTech-led innovation is now at the core of the 
design, pricing and delivery of financial products and services. 

 
Need of the hour: 
A balanced approach needs to be followed so that the regulatory framework supports innovation while 
ensuring data security, privacy, confidentiality and consumer protection. 
 
What are the issues wrt digital lending apps? 

1. They attract borrowers with promise of loans in a quick and hassle-free manner. 
2. But, Excessive rates of interest and additional hidden charges are demanded from borrowers. 
3. Such platforms adopt unacceptable and high-handed recovery methods. 
4. They misuse agreements to access data on the mobile phones of the borrowers. 

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Digital Lending.  
2. Regulations related to Digital Lending.  
3. RBI appointed committee.  
4. Its recommendations.  

 

Mains Link: Discuss the concerns associated with 
digital lending in the country.  
 
Link:https://www.google.com/amp/s/m.economict
imes.com/news/economy/policy/new-rbi-rules-in-
the-making-may-allow-neo-banks-digital-platforms-
to-flourish-and-deepen-
inclusion/amp_articleshow/88556591.cms.  

 

Topics: Various Security forces and agencies and their mandate. 

1. Assam Rifles’ dual control structure:  
Context:  
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Following the recent incident in Nagaland, Assam Rifles, which has the responsibility of the area where the 
incident occurred, has issued a statement expressing regret over the loss of innocent lives. It also informed that 
the Indian Army had instituted an inquiry into the incident.  
 
What is Assam Rifles?  
Assam Rifles is one of the six central armed police forces (CAPFs) under the administrative control of the 
Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA). The other forces being the Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF), the Border 
Security Force (BSF), the Indo-Tibetan Border Police (ITBP), the Central Industrial Security Force (CISF) and the 
Sashastra Seema Bal (SSB).  

● It is tasked with the maintenance of law and order in the North East along with the Indian Army and 
also guards the Indo-Myanmar border in the region.  

 
How is it unique?  
It is the only paramilitary force with a dual control structure. While the administrative control of the force is 
with the MHA, its operational control is with the Indian Army, which is under the Ministry of Defence (MoD).  

● This means that salaries and infrastructure for the force is provided by the MHA, but the deployment, 
posting, transfer and deputation of the personnel is decided by the Army.  

● All its senior ranks, from DG to IG and sector headquarters are manned by officers from the Army. The 
force is commanded by Lieutenant General from the Indian Army.  

 
What's the issue now?  
The force is the only central paramilitary force (CPMF) in real sense as its operational duties and 
regimentation are on the lines of the Indian Army. However, being a Central Armed Police force under MHA, 
its recruitment, perks, promotion of its personnel and retirement policies are governed according to the rules 
framed by the MHA for CAPFs.  

● This has created two sets of demands from both within the Assam Rifles and by MoD and MHA for 
singular control over the force by one ministry.  

Why there is a demand for Assam Rifles to be placed under the MoD?  
A large section within the force wants to be under the administrative control of the MoD, as that would mean 
better perks and retirement benefits which are far higher compared to CAPFs under MHA. However, Army 
personnel also retire early, at 35, while the retirement age in CAPF is 60 years.  

● Also, CAPF officers have recently been granted non-functional financial upgradation (NFFU) to at least 
financially address the issue of stagnation in their careers due to lack of avenues for promotion. But 
Army personnel also get one rank one pension which is not available to CAPFs.  

 
Why do both MHA and MoD want full control?  
MHA's arguments:  
● MHA has argued that all the border guarding forces are under the operational control of the ministry and 

so Assam Rifles coming under MHA will give border guarding a comprehensive and integrated approach.  
● MHA sources also say that Assam Rifles continues to function on the pattern set during the 1960s and the 

ministry would want to make guarding of the Indo-Myanmar border on the lines of other CAPFs.  
 
Army's arguments:  
● The Army is of the opinion that the Assam Rifles has worked well in coordination with Army and frees up 

the armed forces from many of its responsibilities to focus on its core strengths.  
● It has also argued that Assam Rifles was always a military force and not a police force and has been built 

like that. It has argued that giving the control of the force to MHA or merging it with any other CAPF will 
confuse the force and jeopardise national security.  

 
Insta Curious: Did you know that Assam Rifles is the oldest paramilitary force raised way back in 1835 in British 
India with just 750 men?  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Assam Rifles- formation.  

2. Administrative control of the force is 
under?  

3. Who has the operational control?  
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4. Functions.  
 
Mains Link: Discuss the key mandate carried out by 
Assam rifles. What are the issues and concerns 
surrounding the dual control of the same?  

 
Link:https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/e
xplained-assam-rifles-dual-control-structure-role-
nagaland-violence-7658329/lite/.  

 

2. Chief of Defence Staff:  
Context:  
Chief of Defence Staff General Bipin Rawat, his wife Madhulika Rawat, an Army Brigadier, and 10 others were 
killed when an Indian Air Force helicopter carrying them crashed into a heavily wooded area of the Coonoor 
ghat in the Nilgiris in western Tamil Nadu recently.  

● Investigation has begun into the cause of the crash of the Mi-17V5 helicopter, a “trusted” aircraft.  
 
About CDS:  

● He will be the single-point military adviser to the government as suggested by the Kargil Review 
Committee in 1999.  

● He will be a Four-star General.  
● CDS acts as the permanent Chairman of the Chiefs of Staff Committee which will also have three 

service chiefs as members.  
● His core function will be to foster greater operational synergy between the three service branches of 

the Indian military and keep inter-service frictions to a minimum.  
 
Conditions:  

● Not eligible to hold any Government office after demitting the office of CDS.  
● No private employment without prior approval for a period of five years after demitting the office of 

CDS.   
 
Roles and functions:  

1. CDS will provide “single-point military advice”to the government, inject synergy in planning, 
procurements and logistics in the armed forces.  

2. It will ensure integration of land-air-sea operations through the eventual setting up of theatre 
commands.  

3. The CDS will also function as the military advisor to the PM-led Nuclear Command Authority,as also 
have direct command of tri-Service organizations to handle the new warfare domains of space and 
cyberspace.  

4. He will function as the Principal Military Adviser to the Defence Minister and also as the Permanent 
Chairman, Chiefs of Staff Committee (COSC).  

5. The CDS will be member of Defence Acquisition Council and Defence Planning Committee.  
 
Insta Curious: Do you know what Theatre of War & Theatre of Operations are? Read Here 
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About CDS.  
2. Roles and functions.  
3. Powers.  

4. What are theatre commands?  
 
Mains Link: Discuss the need for and significance of 
theatre commands.  

 

3. National Investigation Agency (NIA):  
Context:  
The National Investigation Agency (NIA) has filed a chargesheet against three accused in connection with the 
recovery of an improvised explosive device (IED) at Bhatindi in Jammu & Kashmir in June this year.  
 
Background:  
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During investigation it was found that the three accused persons were receiving instructions from Pakistan-
based handlers via WhatsApp. Investigation has unearthed a larger conspiracy of recruitment and plans to 
activate a significant number of radicalised youths in Kashmir to target security personnel and public places to 
wage war against the government of India.  
 
About NIA:  
It is a central agency to investigate and prosecute offences:  

● affecting the sovereignty, security and integrity of India, security of State, friendly relations with 
foreign States.  

● against atomic and nuclear facilities.  
● smuggling in High-Quality Counterfeit Indian Currency.  

It is also the Central Counter Terrorism Law Enforcement Agency.  
● It is empowered to deal with terror related crimes across states without special permission from the 

states.  
● Established under the National Investigation Agency Act 2008.  
● Works under the Ministry of Hime Affairs.  

 
Jurisdiction:  

● A State Government may request the Central Government to hand over the investigation of a case to 
the NIA, provided the case has been registered for the offences as contained in the schedule to the NIA 
Act.  

● Central Government can also order NIA to take over investigation of any scheduled offense anywhere 
in the India.  

 
Composition:  
Officers of the NIA are drawn from the Indian Police Service and Indian Revenue Service.  
 
Special NIA Courts:  

● Various Special Courts have been notified by the Central Government of India.  
● Any question as to the jurisdiction of these courts is decided by the Central Government.  
● These are presided over by a judge appointed by the Central Government on the recommendation of 

the Chief Justice of the High Court with jurisdiction in that region.  
● Supreme Court of India has also been empowered to transfer the cases from one special court to any 

other special court within or outside the state.  
 
Powers:  
The NIA Special Courts are empowered with all powers of the court of sessions under Code of Criminal 
Procedure, 1973 for trial of any offense.  
 
Appeals:  
An appeal from any judgement, sentence or order, not being an interlocutory order, of a Special Court lies to 
the High Court both on facts and on law. State Governments have also been empowered to appoint one or 
more such special courts in their states.  
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FACTS FOR PRELIMS 
 

1. Information Management and Analysis Centre (IMAC): 
● It is the nodal agency for maritime data fusion. 
● It was set up after the 26/11 Mumbai terror attacks. 
● Approved by the Defence Acquisition Council in 2012. 
● Became operational in 2014 and is located in Gurugram. 
● It is the nodal centre of the National Command Control Communication and Intelligence System (NC3I), 

which was established to link the operational centres and lower echelons of the Navy and the Coast Guard 
spread across the country’s coastline, including the island territories.  

 

2. Power scheme for women scientists: 
POWER- Promoting Opportunities 
for Women in Exploratory 
Research. 
● It is a scheme to mitigate 

gender disparity in science 
and engineering research 
funding in various S&T 
programs in Indian academic 
institutions and R&D 
laboratories. 

● Launched by the Science and 
Engineering Research Board 
(SERB), a Statutory body of the 
Department of Science and 
Technology (DST). 

It will have two components 
namely: (1) SERB-POWER Fellowship; (2) SERB- POWER Research Grants. 
 

3. Mount Girnar: 
● Lord Dattatreya performed penance at the top of the hill. 
● Also a kshetra where 22nd Tirthankar Lord Neminath attained Nirvana. 
● Located near Junagadh in Junagadh district, Gujarat. 
 

4. Barbados:  
● Barbados has officially removed Queen Elizabeth II as its head of state and become the world's newest 

republic nearly 400 years after the country became a British colony.  
● Barbados, however, will continue to be one of the 54 Commonwealth nations.  
About Barbados:  
● Barbados is a small island country in the south-eastern Caribbean Sea.  
 

5. Parag Agrawal:  
Indian-origin technology executive Parag Agrawal was appointed the new chief executive officer of Twitter 
after the social media giant’s co-founder Jack Dorsey stepped down.  
 

6. Office of the High Commissioner of Human Rights:  
● The Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, also known as, the Office of the UN High 

Commissioner for Human Rights, is one of the UN human rights bodies.  
● The OHCHR is entrusted by the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) with the mandate to protect and 

promote all human rights for everyone all over the world.  
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● It offers technical expertise and capacity-development to aid the implementation of global human rights 
standards on the field.  

● It is a part of the UN Secretariat and was established in 1993.  
● It is headquartered in Geneva and has many regional offices as well.  
● The OHCHR is headed by the High Commissioner for Human Rights.  
OHCHR Funding: Almost 2/3rd of the funding for the Office comes from voluntary contributions from donors 
and member states. The rest is covered by the general budget of the UN.  
 

7. Indian SARS-CoV-2 Consortium on Genomics (INSACOG):  
● The Indian SARS-CoV-2 Genomics Consortium (INSACOG) is jointly initiated by the Union Ministry of Health 

and Family Welfare, and Department of Biotechnology (DBT) with Council for Scientific & Industrial 
Research (CSIR) and Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR).  

● It is a consortium of 28 National Laboratories to monitor the genomic variations in the SARS-CoV-2.  
● It carries out whole genome sequencing of SARS-CoV-2 virus across the nation, aiding in understanding the 

spread and evolution of the virus.  
● INSACOG also aims to focus on sequencing of clinical samples to understand the disease dynamics and 

severity.  
 

8. Chocolate- bordered flitter:  
● It is a newly discovered butterfly Species from Sikkim.  
● Its closest relatives are in south-eastern China, close to Hong Kong.  
● It also carries the scientific name Zographetus dzonguensis, after Dzongu in north 

Sikkim, the place where it was discovered.  
 

9.  Kyhytysuka sachicarum:  
● An international team of researchers has discovered a new marine 

reptile. The specimen, a metre-long skull, has been named Kyhytysuka 
sachicarum.  

● The fossil is one of the last surviving ichthyosaurs – ancient animals that 
look eerily like living swordfish.  

 

10. Bank for International Settlements:  
● BIS is an international financial organisation owned by 62 member central banks, representing countries 

from around the world including India.  
● It fosters international monetary and financial cooperation and serves as a bank for central banks.  
● It carries out its work through its meetings, programmes and through the Basel Process – hosting 

international groups pursuing global financial stability and facilitating their interaction.  
● Its headquarter is in Basel, Switzerland.  
● The BIS was established in 1930 by an intergovernmental agreement between Germany, Belgium, France, 

the United Kingdom, Italy, Japan, the United States, and Switzerland.  
 

11. Freedom to Conduct Business:  
The Supreme Court has held that a Reserve Bank of India (RBI) ban on exporting PPE kits during the second 
wave of the pandemic was a legitimate aim, which was of sufficient importance to override the Constitutional 
right of freedom to conduct business.  
Background: The RBI had elaborated on the state of the pandemic in the country and the necessity of ensuring 
adequate stock of PPE products.  
● The right to freedom to trade and business is a fundamental right guaranteed under Article 19(1)(g) of the 

Constitution.  
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12.  ACE2 protein:  
ACE2 is an enzyme molecule that connects the inside of our cells to the outside 
via the cell membrane.  
● In normal physiology, another enzyme called ACE alters a chemical, 

Angiotensin I, and converts it into Angiotensin II, which causes blood 
vessels to constrict. The tightening of the blood vessels leads to an 
increase in blood pressure.  

● That’s when the ACE2 molecule comes in: to counteract the effects of ACE, 
causing blood vessels to dilate and lowering blood pressure.  

● The spikes that make up the ‘crown’ of coronavirus bind to ACE2 enzymes 
to get into our cells.  

 

13. Hornbill festival:  
● Nagas celebrate this festival to revive, protect, sustain and promote the richness 

of the Naga heritage and traditions.  
● It occurs during 1 – 10 December on an annual basis.  
● It is also called the “Festival of Festivals”. 
● The festival pays tribute to Hornbill, the most admired and revered bird for the 

Nagas for its qualities of alertness and grandeur.  
● It is organized by State Tourism and Art & Culture Departments and also supported by Union Government.  
● Hornbill Festival was established on 1st December 1963 and was inaugurated by the then President Dr. S 

Radhakrishnan.  
Why in the News?  
The state government has decided to call off the ongoing Hornbill Festival in protest against the killing of 14 
civilians by security forces.  
 

14. The High Court and Supreme Court Judges (Salaries and Conditions of 
Service) Amendment Bill, 2021:  

● It was passed in Lok Sabha recently.  
● The bill seeks to clarify the process of counting the age of retired judges to determine when they will get 

enhanced pension.  
● The bill only inserts an explanatory note to make the legislative intent clear about the additional quantum 

of pension.  
● Additional quantum of pension to retired judges of High Courts and the Supreme Court is being sanctioned 

on completing the age of 80, 85, 90, 95 and 100 years as the case may be, but there was a confusion about 
the process of calculating the age.  

 
Learning:  
● The salary payable to a Supreme Court Judge was previously, specified in the Constitution in Article 125(1) 

and the Second Schedule.  
● However, through the 54th Constitutional-Amendment, Parliament has gained the power to determine 

the salaries of Supreme Court Judges by law.  
● Parliament also has the authority to determine questions relating to the privileges, allowances, etc., for 

these Judges.  
● None of these can, however, be varied by Parliament to the disadvantage of a Judge after his appointment 

to the Court.  
● These matters are now regulated by the Supreme Court Judges (Salaries and Conditions of Service) Act, 

1958.  
Similarly, Parliament also has the authority to determine the salary of the High Court Judges by law.  
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15. New Zealand’s lifetime ban:  
● New Zealand has banned anyone aged 14 from buying cigarettes for life, one of the toughest approaches 

in the world to curbing smoking deaths as part of a wider plan that focuses on the disproportionate impact 
on its indigenous Maori population.  

● New Zealand is already one of 17 countries where plain cigarette packaging is compulsory.  
● It also bans sales to anyone under 18, but it says those measures are not enough to reach its goal of a 

national adult smoking rate of less than 5% by 2025.  
 

16. Jnanpith Award:  
Assamese poet Nilmani Phookan Jr has won the 56th Jnanpith Award, and 
Konkani novelist Damodar Mauzo has won the 57th Jnanpith Award.  
● India’s highest literary award, the annual Jnanpith is bestowed on writers 

for “their outstanding contribution towards literature”.  
● English along with other Indian languages is considered for the Award.  
● The Award is open for only Indian citizens and is given annually.  
● The prize carries a cash award of Rs. 11 lakhs, a citation, and a bronze replica of Vagdevi (Saraswati), the 

goddess of learning. 
● It is sponsored by the cultural organization Bharatiya Jnanpith.  
 

17.  Royal Gold Medal 2022:  
● Architect Balkrishna Doshi will receive the Royal Gold Medal 2022, one 

of the world’s highest honours for architecture.  
● With a 70 year career and over 100 built projects, 94-year-old Mr. Doshi 

has influenced the direction of architecture in India and its adjacent 
regions through both his practice and his teaching.  

Given in recognition of a lifetime’s work, the Royal Gold Medal is approved personally by Queen Elizebth II and 
is given to a person or group of people who have had a significant influence on the advancement of 
architecture.  
 

18.  Asian Power Index for 2021:  
Asian Power Index ranks 26 nations and territories. It is released by the Sydney-based Lowy Institute.  
Highlights of the latest report:  
● India has risen as the 4th most powerful country in the Asia-Pacific region for comprehensive power out of 

26 countries, with an overall score of 37.7 out of 100.  
● India’s overall score declined by 2 points compared to 2020. India again falls short of the major power 

threshold in 2021.  
● India is one of 18 countries in Asia to trend downward in its overall score in 2021. 
 
The top 10 countries for overall power in the Asia-Pacific region are:  

1. United States  
2. China  
3. Japan  
4. India  

5. Russia  
6. Australia  
7. South Korea  
8. Singapore  

9. Indonesia  
10. Thailand  

 

19. Finn's weaver bird:  
● Finn's weaver (Ploceus megarhynchus) bird, numbering less than 500 in India, 

which until now was listed as “vulnerable” in the International Union for 
Conservation of Nature’s (IUCN) Red List has been uplisted to “endangered” 
category.  

● The bird is primarily found in Terai grasslands in Uttarakhand and western Uttar 
Pradesh, apart from a few pockets in Assam.  
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20. What is a Foreigners tribunal?  
Foreigners’ Tribunals are quasi-judicial bodies established as per the Foreigners’ Tribunal Order, 1964 and the 
Foreigners’ Act, 1946.  
Composition: Advocates not below the age of 35 years of age with at least 7 years of practice (or) Retired 
Judicial Officers from the Assam Judicial Service (or) Retired IAS of ACS Officers (not below the rank of 
Secretary/Addl. Secretary) having experience in quasi-judicial works.  
 
Who can setup these tribunals?  
● The Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) has amended the Foreigners (Tribunals) Order, 1964, and has 

empowered district magistrates in all States and Union Territories to set up tribunals (quasi-judicial bodies) 
to decide whether a person staying illegally in India is a foreigner or not.  

● Earlier, the powers to constitute tribunals were vested only with the Centre.  
 
Who can approach?  
● The amended order (Foreigners (Tribunal) Order, 2019) also empowers individuals to approach the 

Tribunals.  
● Earlier, only the State administration could move the Tribunal against a suspect.  
 

21. Log4Shell:  
● A new vulnerability named Log4Shell is 

being touted as one of the worst 
cybersecurity flaws to have been 
discovered.  

● The vulnerability is based on an open-
source logging library used in most 
applications by enterprises and even 
government agencies.  

● Thlhis vulnerability grants hackers 
access to an application, and could 
potentially let them run malicious 
software on a device or servers.  

 

22. Tablighi and Da’wah:  
Saudi Arabia has banned the Tablighi and Da’wah group, also known as Al Ahbab, calling it a 'danger to society'.  
 

23. Baltic Sea:  
The Baltic Sea is positioned in Northern Europe and bordered by 
Sweden (a part of the Scandinavian Peninsula), Finland, Russia, 
Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Germany, and Denmark and its 
numerous islands.  
 
 
 

24.  Konyak Nagas:  
The Konyak Union (KU), the apex body of the Konyak Naga tribe that resides in 
Nagaland’s Mon district, Monday, has announced fresh regulations to continue its 
“non-cooperation” with the armed forces on Konyak soil — a decision took following 
the killing of 14 civilians in Oting village in a security ambush recently.  
 
Who are Konyak Nagas?  
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● They are the largest of the Naga tribes.  
● In Nagaland, they inhabit the Mon District—also known as 'The Land of The Anghs'.  
● The Anghs/Wangs are their traditional chiefs whom they hold in high esteem.  
● Facial tattoos were earned for taking an enemy's head.  
● Other unique traditional practices that set the Konyaks apart are: gunsmithing, iron-smelting, brass-

works, and gunpowder-making. They are also adept in making 'janglaü' (machetes) and wooden sculptures.  
● Festivals: Aoleng, a festival celebrated in the first week of April (1-6) to welcome the spring and also to 

invoke the Almighty's (Kahwang) blessing upon the land before seed-sowing, is the biggest festival of the 
Konyaks. Another festival, 'Lao Ong Mo', is the traditional harvest festival celebrated in the months of 
August/September.  

 

25. Miss Universe-2021:  
● Chandigarh's Harnaaz Sandhu won the 70th Miss Universe title at a ceremony 

held in Israel on December 13, 2021.  
● India has got this title of Miss Universe after 21 years. Earlier this title was given 

to India in the year 1994 by actress Sushmita Sen and in the year 2000 by 
actress Lara Dutta.  

 

26.  Raja Chait Singh:  
Context: Cited by Modi in his Kashi speech.  
● By the late 18th century, Benaras had declared independence from 

the Nawab of Awadh.  
● In 1771, Maharaja Chait Singh succeeded to the throne of Banaras 

with the help of British authorities.  
● Two years later, the Maharaja transferred the domain to the East India 

Company under the control of Hastings.  
● When faced with the need for resources to fight the Mysore War 

against Hyder Ali, Hastings pressed Maharaja Chait Singh to make 
additional revenue payments and supply troops in 1778 and 1779.  

● When Singh failed to comply, Hastings marched to Benaras with his 
troops to confront the king.  

● Several of Hastings’ men were killed in the conflict and, left with no 
other option, the governor-general was forced to retreat.  

Popular narrative goes that he left hurriedly at night for the nearby Chunar 
Fort riding an elephant. The incident is believed to have given rise to the 
popular saying in Banaras: “Ghode par haudah, hathi par jeen, Kashi se 
bhaga Warren Hastings”.  
 

27. Rani Bhabani:  
In his speech, Modi highlighted the role of Rani Bhabani from Bengal in the 
development of the city.v 
● Bhabani was married to Raja Ramkanta Ray, the zamindar of the Natore estate 

in Rajshahi (present day Bangladesh). After the death of her husband in 1748, 
the zamindari passed on to the hands of Bhabani, making her one among the 
very few women zamindars of the time.  

 
Contributions:  
● Bhabani is remembered most for her philanthropic efforts.  
● Built several schools across Rajshahi district and offered a number of scholarships.  
● Built more than 350 temples and guesthouses across different parts of the country, and invested heavily in 

roadways and water tanks.  
● Built the Durga Kund Mandir in Varanasi.  
● In 1755 she built a complex consisting of a dozen temples in Baronagar in Murshidabad.  
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28. SGTF Test Kits:  
Formally known as the S-gene Target Failure (SGTF) test, this proxy test can be used for early detection of 
Omicron.  
The test detects the absence of the S-gene, which is an indicator of the presence of Omicron variant in a Covid 
positive patient.  
● S gene is not present in the Omicron variant. This is the result of the multiple mutations that the variant 

has undergone and is a marker to identify the variant.  
 

29. Assam’s Manohari Gold tea 
Context: One kilogram of this special tea was sold for Rs 
99,999. This was 33 percent higher than the price last year 
when it was sold for Rs 75,000 per kilogram.  

• Benefits of this tea: Many types of antioxidants are 
found in this tea. Apart from this, they contain bioactive 
compounds that help in controlling the effects of ageing 
and obesity. 

• Why it is so expensive:  The tea leaves are broken before 
the sun's ray’s fall between 4 and 6 in the morning. Its colour is light beige and the leaves are plucked 
along with the buds. Thereby giving different flavor to the tea. 

 

30. India’s first Green Hydrogen micro-grid project in Andhra Pradesh. 
• Context: NTPC has awarded a project of “Standalone Fuel-Cell based Micro-grid with hydrogen 

production using electrolyser in NTPC Guest House at Simhadri (near Visakhapatnam) 

• It would be a precursor to large-scale hydrogen energy storage projects and would be useful for studying 
and deploying multiple microgrids in various off-grid and strategic locations of the country.  

• The hydrogen would be produced using the advanced 240 kW Solid Oxide Electrolyser by taking input 
power from the nearby Floating Solar project. 

 

31. Bhutan's top civilian award for Modi:  
● Prime Minister Narendra Modi has been conferred Bhutan’s highest civilian award, 'Order of the Druk 

Gyalpo'.  
● The award was conferred by the King of Bhutan, Jigme Khesar Namgyel Wangchuck, in recognition of 

Modi’s contribution to India-Bhutan relations and his services to Bhutan and its people.  
● Modi is the first foreign head of government to receive the award.  
 

32. Kalibari temple:  
● This Hindu temple is located in Bangladesh.  
● It was recently inaugurated by President Ram Nath Kovind. It 

was destroyed by Pakistani forces in 1971.  
● The original Ramna Kalibari was built during the medieval era 

and was famous for its tall structure.  
● In 1929, the temple complex acquired an additional building 

for the devotees of the famous saint Anandamayee, who 
later became Prime Minister Indira Gandhi’s spiritual advisor.  

 

33.  Open Acreage Licensing Policy:  
Context:  
India has offered eight blocks of oil and gas in the seventh bid round of Open Acreage Licensing Policy (OALP).  
● The objective is to bring more area under exploration, leading to increase in domestic production and 

reduction of imports.  
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What is OALP?  
Launched under the Hydrocarbon Exploration and Licensing Policy (HELP) in 2017.  
● Under OALP, companies are allowed to carve out areas they want to explore oil and gas in.  
● Companies can put in an expression of interest (EOI) for any area throughout the year but such interests 

are accumulated thrice in a year. The areas sought are then offered for bidding.  
● It provides uniform licences for exploration and production of all forms of hydrocarbons, enabling 

contractors to explore conventional as well as unconventional oil and gas resources. 
● Fields are offered under a revenue-sharing model and throw up marketing and pricing freedom for crude 

oil and natural gas produced.  
 

34. Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD):  
SAD turns 100.  
● It was formed as a volunteer group on December 14, 1920, to free gurdwaras from the control of mahants.  
● It launched a peaceful struggle that lasted four years and resulted in the death of 4,000 protesters, who 

were attacked both by mahants and by the British administration.  
● The morcha finally led to the enactment of the Sikh Gurdwaras Act 1925, which brought gurdwaras under 

the control of the SGPC. It also pitched the party against the colonial government, paving the way for its 
alliance with Congress party.  

 

35. Article 31D of Indian Constitution:  
The Government has clarified that the word ‘anti-national’ has not been defined in statutes.  
‘Anti-national activity’ was inserted in the Constitution during the Emergency in 1976 but was removed later.  
● The Constitution (Forty–Second Amendment) Act, 1976 inserted in the Constitution Article 31D (during 

Emergency) which defined ‘anti-national activity’ and this Article 31D was, subsequently, omitted by the 
Constitution (Forty-third Amendment) Act, 1977.  

 

36. Chillai Kalan:  
With the winter solstice today (December 21), one of the harshest winter periods of 40 days, called Chillai 
Kalan, has begun in Kashmir.  
Chillai Kalan is a Persian term which means ‘major cold’.  
● The ongoing cold wave is said to reach its peak with Kashmir’s mountains covered in snow for weeks, and 

the famous Dal Lake also reaching freezing point until the fag end of January.  
● This is followed by a 20-day-long ‘Chillai Khurd’ and 10-day-long ‘Chillai Bacha’.  
 

37. Albino Indian Flapshell turtle:  
● A rare species of Albino Indian Flapshell turtle was recently sighted by 

Mountaineers in Sirnapalli forest in Telangana’s Nizamabad.  
● The Indian flapshell turtle is commonly found in South Asian countries like 

Pakistan, Sri Lanka, India, Nepal, Bangladesh and Myanmar.  
● The rare yellow color of the turtle may be due to the lack of a pigment 

called tyrosine present in high amounts in reptiles. A genetic mutation or 
possible congenital disorder is likely responsible for the lack of tyrosine.  

● Indian flapshell turtles are typically are only 9 to 14 inches (22 centimeters to 35 centimeters) long, and like 
to eat frogs, snails and aquatic vegetation.  

Conservation Status:  
● IUCN Red List: Vulnerable.  
● CITES: Appendix II.  
● Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972: Schedule I.  
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38.  Kerala’s SilverLine project:  
● The project entails building a semi high-speed railway corridor through the 

state linking its southern end and state capital Thiruvananthapuram with its 
northern end of Kasaragod.  

● The line is proposed to be 529.45 kms long, covering 11 districts through 11 
stations.  

● When the project is realised, one can travel from Kasaragod to 
Thiruvananthapuram in less than four hours on trains travelling at 200 
km/hr. The current travel time on the existing Indian Railways ne twork is 12 
hours.  

● The deadline for the project, being executed by the Kerala Rail Development 
Corporation Limited (KRDCL), is 2025.  

● KRDCL, or K-Rail, is a joint venture between the Kerala government and the 
Union Ministry of Railways.  

 
Why has it run into protests and other hurdles?  
There are several concerns around the project. Critics feel that the massive cost will push the State further into 
debt. There is scepticism about the projected passenger patronage. But most of all, there are environmental 
concerns in the backdrop of the 2018 deluge that inundated almost the entire State. There’s fear that the 
project’s embankment will divide the State into two and stifle free movement of water.  
 

39. Samaj Sudhar Abhiyan:  
● Bihar CM Nitish Kumar has launched ‘Samaj Sudhar Abhiyan’ 

(campaign for social reforms).  
● As part of the campaign, he will make people aware about the 

benefits of prohibition and bad impacts of dowry system and child 
marriage on the society.  

 
  

40. Typhoon Rai:  
● Super typhoon Rai is battering the southern 

Philippines, forcing thousands of people to take 
shelter amid warnings of widespread flooding and 
destruction.  

● Typhoon Rai, known in the Philippines as Typhoon 
Odette, is currently a powerful tropical cyclone over 
the South China Sea which recently passed through 
the Philippines.  

● Rai became the third Category 5 super typhoon to 
form in South China Sea after Pamela of 1954 and 
Rammasun of 2014.  

 

41. What is Tablighi Jamaat?  
● Literally, it means a society for spreading the faith. It is a conservative Muslim organisation.  
● It is a Sunni Islamic missionary movement. The aim is to reach out to ordinary Muslims and revive their 

faith, particularly in matters of ritual, dress, and personal behaviour.  
● It has significant base in various countries including Bangladesh, Pakistan, United States, Britain, Indonesia, 

Malaysia, and Singapore. 
 
How did the movement begin?  
● Launched by prominent Islamic scholar Maulana Muhammad Ilyas Khandhalaw in 1926 in Mewat 

(Haryana).  
● Its roots lie in the Deobandi version of the Hanafi school of jurisprudence.  
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● Maulana Ilyaz trained several young men from Deoband and Saharanpur and sent them to Mewat, where 
the Tablighi Jamaat established a network of madrasas and Mosque.  

 
The Tablighi Jamaat is based on six principles:  
1. Kalimah, an article of faith in which the Tabligh accepts that there is no God but Allah and that Prophet 

Muhammad is his messenger.  
2. Salaat, or prayer five times daily. 
3. Ilm and dhikr, the knowledge and remembrance of Allah conducted in sessions in which the congregation 

listens to preaching by the imam, performs prayers, recites the Quran and reads the Hadith; the 
congregation also uses these sessions to dine together, thus fostering a sense of community and identity.  

4. Ikram-i-Muslim, the treatment of fellow Muslims with honour.  
5. Ikhlas-i-niyat, or sincerity of intention. 
6. Dawat-o-tabligh, or proselytisaton.  
 
What’s the criticism wrt its functioning?  
While the scope of the organisation seems to be limited to spreading the Muslim faith, the group has at times 
been accused of having ties to radical outfits, who, as per some observers, could take advantage of its loose 
organisational structure. Besides, they also don’t publish the scope of their activities, their membership or 
source of their finances, though it is believed they do not rely on donations and are largely financed by their 
senior members.  
 
Why in News?  
The Tablighi Jamaat was at the centre of a controversy in India after dozens of people who attended a religious 
congregation of the group held at its headquarters in Delhi in March 2020 tested positive for COVID-19. The 
Islamic missionary organisation made headlines again this month as it was banned by the Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia.  
 

42.  P.N. Panicker:  
The President of India recently unveiled the statue of Shri P.N. Panicker at Poojappura, Thiruvananthapuram.  
P.N. Panicker (1909-1995):  
● Puthuvayil Narayana Panicker is known as the Father of the Library Movement of Kerala.  
● June 19, his death anniversary, has been observed in Kerala as Vayanadinam (Reading Day) since 1996.  
● In 2017, PM declared June 19, Kerala’s Reading Day, as National Reading Day in India. The following 

month is also observed as National Reading Month in India.  
● Panicker led the formation of Thiruvithaamkoor Granthasala Sangham (Travancore Library Association) in 

1945 with 47 rural libraries. The slogan of the organization was ‘Read and Grow’.  
● The association - Grandhasala Sangham won the prestigious ‘Krupsakaya Award’ from UNESCO in 1975.  
 

43. Abhyas:  
Defence research and development organisation (DRDO) has successfully conducted the flight test of 
indigenously developed high-speed expendable Aerial Target (HEAT) Abhyas.  
● This is an indigenous unmanned aerial target system.  
 

44. Olive Ridley Turtles:  
Researchers of the Zoological Survey of India (ZSI) are carrying out tagging of the Olive Ridleys at three mass 
nesting sites — Gahirmatha, Devi River mouth and Rushikulya.  
● The tagging would help them identify the migration path and places visited by the marine reptiles after 

congregation and nesting.  
Key facts:  
● The Olive ridley turtles are the smallest and most abundant of all sea turtles found in the world.  
● They inhabit warm waters of the Pacific, Atlantic and Indian oceans.  
● These turtles, along with their cousin the Kemps ridley turtle, are best known for their unique mass nesting 

called Arribada, where thousands of females come together on the same beach to lay eggs.  
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● Rushikulya rookery coast in the Ganjam district of Odisha, Gahirmatha beach and the mouth of the Debi 
River, are the major nesting sites in Odisha.  

● IUCN status: Vulnerable.  
Every year, the Indian Coast Guard’s “Operation Olivia”, initiated in the early 1980s, helps protect Olive Ridley 
turtles as they congregate along the Odisha coast for breeding and nesting from November to December.  
 

45. UNSC Resolution 2615:  
The United Nations Security Council (UNSC) has unanimously passed this resolution to permit a carve-out in 
sanctions against the Taliban to facilitate the delivery of humanitarian aid to Afghanistan.  
● This carve-out covers urgently needed humanitarian assistance and other activities that support basic 

human needs in Afghanistan.  
● The resolution (2615) mandates a review of the carve-out every six months.  
● It also requests that an Emergency Relief Coordinator brief the UNSC every six months on the delivery of 

assistance and any obstacles to implementation.  
● It also “calls on all parties” to respect human rights and observe international humanitarian law.  
 

46. Pralay Missile:  
● DRDO recently successfully conducted maiden flight test of a new indigenously developed surface-to-

surface missile ‘Pralay’.  
● Pralay' is India's first conventional quasi-ballistic missile. A quasi-ballistic missile has a low trajectory, and 

while it is largely ballistic, it can maneuver in flight.  
● The missile has been developed in a way that it is able to defeat the interceptor missiles and also has the 

ability to change its path after covering a certain range mid-air.  
● It is powered with a solid propellant rocket motor and many new technologies.  
● Range: The missile has a range of 150-500 kilometre and can be launched from a mobile launcher.  
● Pralay will be the longest-range surface-to-surface missile in the inventory of the Army.  
 

47. Vernacular Innovation Program:  
● Launched by Atal Innovation Mission (AIM), NITI Aayog.  
● It is an initiative to lower the language barrier in the field of innovation and entrepreneurship such that it 

will systematically decouple creative expressions and languages of transaction.  
● It seeks to enable innovators and entrepreneurs to have access to the innovation ecosystem in 22 

scheduled languages.  
● Implementation: AIM has identified and will be training a Vernacular Task Force (VTF) in each of the 22 

scheduled languages.  
● It will assist in overcoming linguistic barriers and empowering innovators in the farthest parts of the 

country.  
Need for:  
● According to the 2011 census, 10.4% of Indians speak English, with the majority speaking it as a second, 

third, or fourth language.  
● Only 0.02 percent of Indians were English Speakers with their first language.  
● AIM aims to boost the local, regional, national, and global innovation pipelines by offering access to 

learning in one's language and culture.  
 

48. Tolkappiyam:  
● The Hindi translation of Tolkappiyam and the Kannada translations of 9 works of Classical Tamil literature 

were recently issued by the Minister of State for Education.  
● Tamil literature goes back to the Sangam Era, named after the assembly (sangam) of poets.  
● Tolkappiyam was authored by Tolkappiyar and is considered the earliest of Tamil literary work.  
● Though it is a work on Tamil grammar, it also provides insights on the political and socio-economic 

conditions of the time.  
● Some in the Tamil tradition place the text in the mythical second sangam, variously in 1st millennium BCE 

or earlier.  
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49. Archbishop Desmond Tutu:  
South African anti-apartheid icon Archbishop Desmond Tutu, described as 
the country’s moral compass, died recently.  
● He was remembered for his easy humour and characteristic smile — 

and above all his tireless fight against injustices of all colours.  
● The Archbishop won the Nobel Peace Prize in 1984 for combating 

white minority rule in South Africa.  
● He coined the term “Rainbow Nation” to describe South Africa when 

Nelson Mandela became the country’s first black President in 1994.  
● Former U.S. President Barack Obama, the country’s first black leader, 

hailed Tutu as a “moral compass”.  
● South Africa’s President Cyril Ramaphosa called him a man of “extraordinary intellect, integrity and 

invincibility against the forces of apartheid”.  
 

50. Golan Heights:  
● The Golan Heights is a rocky plateau with an area of 1,800km² on 

the border between Israel and Syria in south-western Syria.  
● The Golan Heights were captured by Israel from Syria in the 1967 

conflict and annexed in 1981 — a move not recognized 
internationally.  

International Recognition of Golan Heights:  
● The European Union said its position on the status of the Golan 

Heights was unchanged and it did not recognize Israeli sovereignty 
over the area. 

● The Arab League, which suspended Syria in 2011 after the start of 
its civil war has said the move is “completely beyond international 
law”. 

● Egypt, which made peace with Israel in 1979, said it still considers the Golan as occupied Syrian territory. 
● India has also not recognized Golan heights as Israel territory and has called for the return of Golan Heights 

to Syria.  
● In 2019, U.S. President Donald Trump has announced that the US may recognize Israeli sovereignty over 

the Golan Heights.  
Why in News?  
Israeli Prime Minister Naftali Bennett recently said the country intends to double the number of settlers living 
in the Israeli-controlled Golan Heights with a multimillion-dollar plan meant to further consolidate Israel’s hold 
on the territory.  
 

51. 110th anniversary of the first time Jana Gana Mana, India's national 
anthem was sung publicly:  

● December 27 marks the 110th anniversary of the first time Jana Gana Mana, India's national anthem was 
sung publicly at the Calcutta session of the Indian National Congress in 1911.  

● Jana Gana Mana was later adopted as the national anthem by India's Constituent Assembly on January 24, 
1950.  

● Rabindranath Tagore composed Bharata Bhagyo Bidhata. The first stanza of it, Jana Gana Mana, is now our 
national anthem.  
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52. E.O. Wilson:  
● Edward. O. Wilson, the trailblazing U.S. scientist, professor and author whose 

study of insects and clarion call to protect earth earned him the nickname 
“Darwin’s natural heir”, has died at age 92.  

● He is considered the world’s leading authority on ants and their behaviour.  
● While an entomologist early in his career, he broadened his scope immensely, 

studying not just insects but the social interactions of birds, mammals and 
humans, and he effectively — and controversially — established a new field of science known as 
sociobiology.  

● He was the author of hundreds of scientific papers and more than 30 books, two of which won him Pulitzer 
Prizes for non-fiction: 1978’s On Human Nature, and The Ants in 1990.  

 

53. What is a zero-day vulnerability and is log4j one of this kind?  
● A 0day (or zero-day vulnerability) refers to a security flaw 

which has not been publicly disclosed and for which a 
software patch or remediation technique is not available.  

● Considering that attempts at exploiting Log4Shell were 
observed at least a week prior to it being publicly disclosed, 
it could be said that it was a 0day vulnerability, however, 
only for a very brief period.  

Log4j is a widely used software logging library for Java 
software. Earlier this month, information about a critical 
security vulnerability in the library was publicly disclosed.  
 

54.  New vaccines approved:  
India has cleared two more covid vaccines and one pill.  
● The two latest vaccines approved by drug regulator CDSCO are Corbevax and Covovax.  

○ CORBEVAX vaccine is India's 1st indigenously developed RBD protein sub-unit vaccine against 
COVID19, Made by Hyderabad-based firm Biological-E.  

○ The Nanoparticle Vaccine, COVOVAX, will be manufactured by Pune-based firm Serum Institute of 
India.  

● The anti-viral drug approved is Molnupiravir.  
With this approval, the number of Covid vaccines which have received emergency use authorisation in the 
country has increased to eight.  

● So far six COVID-19 vaccines -- Serum Institute's Covishield, Bharat Biotech's Covaxin, Zydus Cadila's 
ZyCoV-D, Russia's Sputnik V and the US-made Moderna and Johnson and Johnson -- have received 
emergency use authorisation from the Indian drug regulator.  

 

55. Centre declares Soya Meal as an Essential Commodity:  
In a bid to cool down the domestic prices of Soya Meal, Government has notified order under the Essential 
Commodities Act to declare ‘Soya Meal’ as Essential Commodities under the Essential Commodities Act, 1955.  
● This step is expected to stop any unfair practises (like hoarding, black marketing etc) in the market having 

the potential to hike the prices of soya meal.  
Soybean meal is the most important protein source used to feed farm animals. It is also used for human 
consumption in some countries. Soybean meal is the by-product of the extraction of soybean oil.  
 

56. J&K real estate open to all:  
The Centre and the Jammu and Kashmir Union Territory governments, at the first ever ‘J&K Real Estate 
Conference’ held recently in Jammu, have decided to throw open local real estate for “second homes and 
summer homes” to all the citizens of the country, in a major push to attract investments from real estate 
bigwigs.  
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● Under the newly introduced Jammu and Kashmir Development Act, the term ‘being permanent resident of 
the State’ as a criterion has been ‘omitted’, paving the way for investors outside Jammu and Kashmir to 
invest in the Union Territory.  

● As a result, any citizen of India can buy non-agriculture land in Jammu and Kashmir.  
 

57. Nilgais:  
The Bihar government has announced that it will not cull the Blue Bull, locally 
known as the nilgai or ghurparas, anymore. It will, instead, sterilise them to control 
their increasing population in the state.  
● The nilgai is the largest Asian antelope and is ubiquitous across the northern 

Indian subcontinent.  
● The nilgai is the sole member of the genus Boselaphus and placed in the family 

Bovidae.  
● Sexual dimorphism is prominent; the males are larger than females and differ 

in colouration.  
● It occurs in India, Nepal, and Pakistan. Significant numbers occur in the Terai lowlands in the foothills of the 

Himalayas.  
● It is indigenous to the Indian subcontinent.  
● IUCN status: Least Concern.  
 

58. Dara Shikoh (1615-59):  
He was the eldest son of Shah Jahan. 
He was killed after losing the war of succession against his brother Aurangzeb.  
He is described as a “liberal Muslim” who tried to find commonalities between 
Hindu and Islamic traditions.  
He translated into Persian the Bhagavad Gita as well as 52 Upanishads.  
According to the Shahjahannama, after Aurangzeb defeated Dara Shikoh, he 
brought the latter to Delhi in chains. His head was cut off and sent to Agra Fort, 
while his torso was buried in the Humayun’s Tomb complex.  
His legacy:  
● Dara Shikoh is described as “one of the greatest free thinkers of that time”.  
● He realised the greatness of the Upanishads and translated them, which were earlier known only to a few 

upper caste Hindus. Translations from that Persian translation have inspired a lot of free thinkers of today, 
even inspiring the likes of former United States President Barack Obama. 

● Some historians argue that if Dara Shikoh had ascended the Mughal throne instead of Aurangzeb, it could 
have saved thousands of lives lost in religious clashes. He was the total antithesis of Aurangzeb, in that he 
was deeply syncretic, warm-hearted and generous — but at the same time, he was also an indifferent 
administrator and ineffectual in the field of battle.  

Why in News?  
Continuing its efforts to build the image of Mughal prince Dara Shikoh, the Centre is planning a series of plays 
on his life and spiritual legacy.  
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