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Evidence-based policy making involves synthesising
research with policy formulation in a two-pronged manner.

(Introduction [First, policy decisions should be backed by sound data from the design stage. ]

Second, evaluation of implementation should be
carried out through data-gathering exercises.

In the last decade or so, evidence-based policymaking has gained traction in India, with
some governments showing interest in using scientific evidence to devise policies.
Data-driven politics is only credible if administrative data is | m . - — -
complemented by rigorous independent studies and evaluations. ;:chl)icadlct: iC:\ (Putting data to the general public will help to nourish the debate. )
Harness diverse energies from academic and research Evidence based [ Reliable informatio.n plays a vital role for wgll—informed policy-making ]
institutions such as the Indian Institute of Science, the policy making based on evidence rather than emotions and fake news.
Indian Agricultural Statistics Research Institute etc. The popular legitimacy of any political system depends on its capacity to successfully deliver
Smaller, technology-savvy private sector targeted outcomes based on facts. These outcomes have to be based on reliable data.

organisations may also make important

contributions in technology-driven data collection. Include Way e e e
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In countries such as China, South Africa, Brazil, sector Forward Increasi despite the latest data processing technologies.
the U.K. and the U.S., statistical ecosystems as well: delay:

consist of universities, research institutions and For instance, the government refrained from releasing the data

e e e o e 1 Evidence-based collected through the Socio-Economic and Caste Census.
- policy making
[ ~ Scholars from different disciplines should be ] Data collection is increasingly being done by contractual employees and for-profit
incorporated for framing samples and questionnaires. = organisations. Supervising them and ensuring their honesty remains challenging.

[ Digital data collection tools need to be adopted to ]

enhance data collection and processing capabilities. Idoniyipaieshondentiand'sample;solectionis pook

Survey designs, questionnaires are inappropriate in many instances.

Faulty

(Challenges
with current
data

For instance, The RBI adopts inflation targeting

The need of the hour is to ensure that the data generation approach to maintain price level-monetary policy.

possibilities opened up by new digital technologies are
embedded in a robust system of public data production and use.

This approach is based on data on inflations expectations of
individuals. The reliability and validity of the data is a big question.

The government should focus on ensuring timely and reliable
public data along with the adoption of the latest data processing
technologies to ensure the usefulness of the collected data.

Discrepancy

indata: Lack of uniformity in data across government agencies is a major concern.

In 2011, commerce secretary admitted that India’s export figures
Quality/ Accuracy for the April-October period were inflated by US$9.4 billion due
of data is another to a misclassification of certain items and data entry errors.

concemn There has also been question over the accuracy
of the Index of Industrial Production.

[Infringement of privacy by the government’s data-collection machinery.)
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Evidence-based policy making

Introduction
e Evidence-based policy making involves synthesising research with policy formulation in a two-pronged
manner.

o  First, policy decisions should be backed by sound data from the design stage.
e Second, evaluation of implementation should be carried out through data-gathering exercises.

Importance of public data in Evidence based policy making

e Inthe last decade or so, evidence-based policymaking has gained traction in India, with some
governments showing interest in using scientific evidence to devise policies

e Putting data to the general public will help to nourish the debate.

e Reliable information plays a vital role for well-informed policy-making based on evidence rather than
emotions and fake news.

¢ The popular legitimacy of any political system depends on its capacity to successfully deliver targeted
outcomes based on facts. These outcomes have to be based on reliable data.

Challenges with current data collection
e Increasing delay:
o The huge delay in the release of the collected data, despite the latest data processing
technologies.
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o Forinstance, the government refrained from releasing the data collected through the Socio-
Economic and Caste Census.
e Ethics:
o Data collection is increasingly being done by contractual employees and for-profit organisations.
Supervising them and ensuring their honesty remains challenging.
e Faulty sampling frames
o Identifying respondents and sample selection is poor.
o Survey designs, questionnaires are inappropriate in many instances.
o Forinstance, The RBI adopts inflation targeting approach to maintain price level-monetary
policy.
o This approach is based on data on inflations expectations of individuals. The reliability and
validity of the data is a big question.
e Discrepancy in data:
o Lack of uniformity in data across government agencies is a major concern.
e Quality/ Accuracy of data is another concern
o In 2011, commerce secretary admitted that India’s export figures for the April-October period
were inflated by USS9.4 billion due to a misclassification of certain items and data entry errors.
o There has also been question over the accuracy of the Index of Industrial Production
¢ Infringement of privacy by the government’s data-collection machinery

Way Forward
e Data-driven politics is only credible if administrative data is complemented by rigorous independent
studies and evaluations.
e Harness diverse energies from academic and research institutions such as the Indian
Institute of Science, the Indian Agricultural Statistics Research Institute etc.
e Include private sector as well:
o Smaller, technology-savvy private sector organisations may also make important contributions
in technology-driven data collection.
o In countries such as China, South Africa, Brazil, the U.K. and the U.S., statistical ecosystems
consist of universities, research institutions and government agencies working synergistically.
e Scholars from different disciplines should be incorporated for framing samples and questionnaires.
e Digital data collection tools need to be adopted to enhance data collection and processing capabilities.

Conclusion:
e The need of the hour is to ensure that the data generation possibilities opened up by new digital
technologies are embedded in a robust system of public data production and use.
e The government should focus on ensuring timely and reliable public data along with the adoption of the
latest data processing technologies to ensure the usefulness of the collected data.
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