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1. Economy 
 
1) The surplus in the current account in India can happen when 
 1. Contraction in the trade deficit 

2. Net services receipts increases sequentially. 
 3. Growth in remittances by Indians employed overseas. 
 4. Record inflow of foreign direct investment and foreign portfolio investment. 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 4 
 b) 1, 3, 4 
 c) 2, 3, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
India’s current account balance saw a far lower surplus of $6.5 billion (0.9% of GDP) in the first quarter ended 
June 30, (Q1FY22) compared with a surplus of $19.1 billion (3.7% of GDP) a year earlier. 
 
The surplus in the current account in Q1FY22 compared with the previous quarter was primarily on account of 
contraction in the trade deficit to $30.7 billion from $41.7 billion in the preceding quarter, and an increase in net 
services receipts, as per data provided by the (RBI). 
 
Net services receipts increased, both sequentially and on a year-on-year basis, on the back of robust performance 
of net exports of computer and business services. Private transfer receipts, mainly representing remittances by 
Indians employed overseas, amounted to $ 20.9 billion, an increase of 14.8% from their level a year earlier. 
 
In the financial account, net foreign direct investment recorded inflow of $11.9 billion compared with an outflow 
of $0.5 billion. 
Net foreign portfolio investment was $ 0.4 billion ($0.6 billion), data showed. 
 
Source 
 
2) Which of the following instruments are included under small saving schemes? 
 1. National Saving Certificate (NSC) 
 2. Public Provident Fund (PPF) 
 3. Kisan Vikas Patra (KVP) 
 4. Sukanya Samridihi Scheme 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 3 
 b) 1, 3, 4 
 c) 1, 2 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
The Government kept the interest rates on small savings schemes unchanged for the September-December 
period. Small savings rates are reviewed every quarter and this is the sixth consecutive quarter that the 
government has maintained the rates. 
 
The small savings schemes basket comprises 12 instruments including the National Saving Certificate (NSC), 
Public Provident Fund (PPF), Kisan Vikas Patra (KVP) and Sukanya Samridihi Scheme.  
 
Source 
 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://www.thehindu.com/business/current-account-surplus-slides-to-65-billion-in-q1/article36765087.ece#:~:text=Share%20Article-,Trade%20deficit%20narrows%20sequentially,of%20GDP)%20a%20year%20earlier.
https://www.livemint.com/money/personal-finance/govt-keeps-interest-rates-on-small-savings-schemes-unchanged-11633027376785.html
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3) Debtor Reporting System (DRS), sometimes seen in news was established by 
 a) International Monetary Fund (IMF) 
 b) World Bank 
 c) New Development Bank (NDB) 
 d) Asian Development Bank (ADB)  
 
 Solution: b) 
 
A new study has found under-reported debts to the tune of $385 billion in projects carried out in dozens of 
countries under China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), with a rise in “hidden” debt on account of an increasing 
number of deals struck not directly between governments but structured through often opaque arrangements 
with a range of financing institutions. 
 
The total debt, was “systematically under-reported to the World Bank’s Debtor Reporting System (DRS) because, 
in many cases, central government institutions in LMICs [low and middle income countries] are not the primary 
borrowers responsible for repayment”. 
 
Debtor Reporting System (DRS) is a statistical reporting system maintained by the World Bank to monitor the debt 
of developing countries. Information is supplied through reports from debtor countries. 
 
Source 
 
4) Consider the following statements. 
 1. Interest rate growth rate differential (IRGD) is a key indicator of an economy’s long-run debt 
sustainability. 
 2. When the cost of raising debt is higher than the gross domestic product (GDP) growth rate, then public 
debt comes with low fiscal costs.  
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
A key indicator of an economy’s long-run debt sustainability is the differential between interest paid on 
government debt and the economy’s nominal growth rate. When the cost of raising debt is lower than the gross 
domestic product (GDP) growth rate, public debt comes with low fiscal costs. In such a situation, the debt-to-
GDP ratio of the economy declines as debts are rolled over. 
 
5) Bond yield is the return an investor gets on that bond or on a particular government security. Which of the 

following factors affect the bond yield in India? 
 1. Fiscal position of the government 
 2. Monetary policy of the Reserve Bank of India 
 3. Inflation in the economy 
 4. Global markets 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 3 
 b) 1, 3, 4 
 c) 2, 3, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
 Solution: d) 
 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/hidden-debt-rising-for-partners-of-chinas-bri-plan/article36764745.ece
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Bond yield is the return an investor gets on that bond or on a particular government security. The major factors 
affecting the yield is the monetary policy of the Reserve Bank of India, especially the course of interest rates, the 
fiscal position of the government and its borrowing programme, global markets, economy, and inflation. 
 
6) Consider the following statements regarding Counter-cyclical fiscal policy. 
 1. Counter-cyclical fiscal policy becomes critical during an economic crisis. 
 2. Counter-cyclical fiscal policy is the one wherein fiscal policy reinforces the business cycle by being 
expansionary (increase spending/reduce taxes) during good times and contractionary (reduce spending/increase 
taxes) during recessions. 
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
While counter-cyclical fiscal policy is necessary to smooth out economic cycles, it becomes 
critical during an economic crisis. 
 
Relevance of Counter-cyclical Fiscal Policy: 
Indian Kings used to build palaces during famines and droughts to provide employment and improve the 
economic fortunes of the private sector. Economic theory, in effect, makes the same recommendation: in a 
recessionary year, Government must spend more than during expansionary times. Such counter-cyclical fiscal 
policy stabilizes the business cycle by being contractionary (reduce spending/increase taxes) in good times and 
expansionary (increase spending/reduce taxes) in bad times. On the other hand, a pro-cyclical fiscal policy is 
the one wherein fiscal policy reinforces the business cycle by being expansionary during good times and 
contractionary during recessions. 
 
7) In budget documents, the term ‘fiscal prudence’ is often mentioned. What does it imply? 

1. Harmonization of monetary and fiscal targets.  
2. Not taking any new government initiative to lower government costs. 
3. Reducing debt to GDP ratio of the country. 

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 1, 2  
b) 2, 3  
c) 1, 3  
d) 3 only 
 
Solution: d) 

 
In simple words, fiscal prudence is Spending within budget. 
 
For any economy to mature, fiscal prudence is critical. If the government continues to spend way more than its 
revenues, it will either have to print more currency or borrow from the market to meet the shortfall. Printing 
currency will fuel inflation and, at times, hyper-inflation. 
 
In a bid to avoid these scenarios and mandate fiscal prudence, the Government of India passed the Fiscal 
Responsibility and Budget Management (FRBM) Act in 2003. Its objective was to institutionalise fiscal prudence 
and reduce the country’s fiscal deficit in such a manner that it gradually moves towards balancing the Budget.  
 
8) In India, deficit financing is usually resorted in order to 

1. Undertake developmental expenditure  
2. Finance the revenue deficit component 
3. Bridge the short-term Current Account Deficit (CAD) 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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Select the correct answer code: 
a) 1, 2 
b) 1, 2, 3 
c) 1 only 
d) 1, 3  
 
Solution: a) 

 
In India, revenue deficit is one of the major reasons for a large fiscal deficit. This means that the government 
cannot finance its revenue operations by the resources it generates.  
 
Undertake developmental expenditure: This is done because the internal resources of the government are not 
adequate to undertake development expenditure. It must borrow money from the market.  
 
CAD is financed by external flows. If government borrows from outside it would increase our external capital 
deficit, but not affect the short-term CAD. 
 
9) The FRBM Act contain an ‘escape clause’ under which Centre can exceed the annual fiscal deficit target on 

which of the following grounds? 
 1. National calamity 
 2. Collapse of agriculture 
 3. National security 
 4. Decline in real output growth of a quarter by at least three percentage points below the average of the 
previous four quarters. 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 3 
 b) 1, 3, 4 
 c) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 d) 2, 3, 4 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
How does a relaxation of the FRBM work? 
The law does contain what is commonly referred to as an ‘escape clause’. Under Section 4(2) of the Act, the 
Centre can exceed the annual fiscal deficit target citing grounds that include national security, war, national 
calamity, collapse of agriculture, structural reforms and decline in real output growth of a quarter by at least 
three percentage points below the average of the previous four quarters. 
 
10) Gross Domestic Capital Formation (GDCF), often seen in the Budget and Economic Surveys, essentially refers 

to 
a) Creation of Infrastructure or durable economic assets 
b) Capitalization of Public sector Banks 
c) Direct Retail Investment in manufacturing goods sector 
d) Money circulation in public hands  

 
Solution: a)  

 
Capital is the produced means of production or it is called produced wealth by which more wealth is possible in 
the economy directly and indirectly.  
Capital formation means creation of physical assets and non- physical capital consisting of public health 
efficiency, visible and no visible capital. 
Gross domestic capital formation is the addition to the capital stock within the domestic territory of a country 
during a year.  
Gross domestic capital formation includes all expenses made by household, business people and Govt, adding 
new durable goods to the fixed capital stock of a country.  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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11) India’s external debt stock can increase because of an increase in 

1. Foreign Direct Investment 
2. External Commercial Borrowings 
3. Non-resident Indian Deposits 
4. Foreign Institutional Investors’ (FII) Investment in Government Treasury-Bills 

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 1, 2, 3  
b) 2, 3, 4 
c) 2, 3  
d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
Solution: b) 

 
External debt can be mainly classified into Long term and Short-term debts. Long-Term debt is further classified 
into (a) Multilateral Debt (b) Bilateral Debt (c) ‘IMF’ signifying SDR allocations to India by the IMF (c) Export Credit 
(d) (External) Commercial Borrowings (e) NRI Deposits and (d) Rupee Debt.  
 
Short Term Debt is classified into (a) Trade Credits (of up to 6 months and above 6 months and up to 1 year) (b) 
Foreign Institutional Investors’ (FII) Investment in Government Treasury-Bills and Corporate Securities (c) 
Investment in Treasury-bills by foreign Central Banks and International Institutions etc. and (iv) External Debt 
liabilities of the Central Bank and Commercial Banks.  
 
FDI does not lead to any debt on the country. 
 
12) India has partial capital account convertibility. This implies that 
 1. Private foreign denominated debt needs to be met by either private export earnings or India’s forex 
reserves. 
 2. India will have a negative sovereign credit rating. 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
Since India has partial capital account convertibility, this implies that private foreign denominated 
debt also needs to be met by either private export earnings or India’s forex reserves. 
 
There is no correlation between capital account convertibility and sovereign credit rating. 
 
Source 
 
13) Which of these factors is usually accounted for by International Credit Rating agencies to evaluate India’s 

credit rating? 
 1. Rule of law  
 2. Current account balance 
 3. Control of corruption  
 4. Political stability 

5. GDP growth rate 
6. Sovereign default history 

Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 b) 1, 2, 3, 5, 6 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://www.indiabudget.gov.in/economicsurvey/doc/vol1chapter/echap03_vol1.pdf
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 c) 1, 2, 6 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
Within its sovereign credit ratings cohort – countries rated between A+/A1 and BBB-/Baa3 for S&P/ Moody’s – 
India is a clear outlier on several parameters, i.e. a sovereign whose rating is significantly lower than mandated by 
the effect on the sovereign rating of the parameter. These include  

• GDP growth rate,  

• inflation,  

• general government debt (as per cent of GDP),  

• cyclically adjusted primary balance (as per cent of potential GDP),  

• current account balance (as per cent of GDP),  

• political stability,  

• rule of law,  

• control of corruption,  

• investor protection,  

• ease of doing business,  

• short-term external debt (as per cent of reserves),  

• reserve adequacy ratio and  

• sovereign default history. 
 
14) Consider the following statements. 
 1. India is the largest recipient of both Foreign remittances and Foreign Direct Investment. 
 2. Foreign remittances constitute around 10 percent of India’s GDP. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
India remains the largest recipient of foreign remittances, not Foreign Direct Investment.  
 
Foreign remittances constitute around 3.17 percent of India’s GDP. 
 
15) Annual Financial Statement (AFS) includes 
 1. Estimates of revenue and capital receipts 
 2. Ways and means to raise the revenue 
 3. Estimates of expenditure 
 4. Introduction of new schemes/projects 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 3 
 b) 1, 3, 4 
 c) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 d) 2, 3, 4 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Annual Financial Statement (AFS) is a statement of the estimated receipts and expenditure of the Government in 
a financial year. In addition to it, the Budget contains: 

• Estimates of revenue and capital receipts, 

• Ways and means to raise the revenue, 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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• Estimates of expenditure, 
The economic and financial policy of the coming year, i.e., taxation proposals, prospects of revenue, spending 
programme and introduction of new schemes/projects. 
 
16) Government Bond yields in India depend on account of various factors. These include: 
 1. Inflation and interest rates in the economy 
 2. Global liquidity 
 3. Government borrowing 
 4. Geopolitical developments 
 5. Sovereign rating 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 3 
 b) 1, 3, 4, 5 
 c) 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 
 d) 1, 2, 4, 5 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Bond yields move on account of various factors, and investors will have to keep an eye on both domestic and 
global developments while investing in them. If inflation and interest rates in the economy are key factors that 
determine yields, they are in turn affected by various other factors such as economic growth, sovereign rating, 
money supply, government borrowing, global liquidity and geopolitical developments. 
 
17) Consider the following statements regarding Government Bond Yields. 
 1. A rise in bond yields means interest rates in the monetary system have fallen, and the returns for 
investors who invested in bonds and government securities have declined. 
 2. Bond yields are directly proportional to equity returns. 
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
A fall in interest rates makes bond prices rise, and bond yields fall — and rising interest rates cause bond prices to 
fall, and bond yields to rise. In short, a rise in bond yields means interest rates in the monetary system have fallen, 
and the returns for investors (those who invested in bonds and govt securities) have declined. 
 
“Bond yields are inversely proportional to equity returns; when bond yields decline, equity markets tend to 
outperform, and when yields rise, equity market returns tend to falter.  
 
18) Sovereign credit ratings can significantly affect which of the following in the Indian Economy? 
 1. Bond Yields 

2. Stock market returns 
 2. Foreign direct investment (FDI) 
 4. Own-country exchange rates 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 3 
 b) 1, 3, 4 
 c) 2, 3, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
 Solution: d) 
 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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Changes in sovereign credit ratings significantly affect bond and stock markets.  
 
Donors’ as well as recipients’ credit ratings impact FDI flows. Countries in high rated regions may receive more 
FDI. 
 
Ratings affect own-country exchange rates as well as have strong regional spill over effect on exchange rates. 
 
19) Consider the following statements. 
 1. In 2020-21, India has seen surplus in both current account and trade account. 
 2. National Securities Depository Limited (NSDL) and Central Depository Services (India) Limited (CDSL) 
are the Depositories which holds securities of investors in electronic form. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
India's current account in the balance of payments ended in a surplus to the extent of 0.9 per cent of GDP in FY 
'21 for the first time in 17 years as trade deficit narrowed due to contraction in pandemic induced import 
demand. But as the economy opened up in the latter parts of the year, the fourth quarter ending March'21 ended 
in a deficit. 
 
A depository is an organization which holds securities (like shares, debentures, bonds, government securities, 
mutual fund units etc.) of investors in electronic form at the request of the investors through a registered 
depository participant. It also provides services related to transactions in securities. 
 
At present two Depositories viz. National Securities Depository Limited (NSDL) and Central Depository Services 
(India) Limited (CDSL) are registered with SEBI. 
 
Source  Source 
 
20) Consider the following statements regarding. 
 1. RBI Retail Direct Scheme allows retail investors to buy and sell government securities (G-Sec) online, 
both in the primary and secondary markets.  
 2. RBI Integrated Ombudsman Scheme will help in improving the grievance redress mechanism for 
resolving customer complaints against RBI’s regulated entities. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Recently Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched two customer-centric initiatives of the Reserve Bank of India 
(RBI) — the RBI Retail Direct Scheme and the Integrated Ombudsman Scheme.  
 
RBI Retail Direct Scheme 
The scheme allows retail investors to buy and sell government securities (G-Sec) online, both in the primary 
and secondary markets. According to details provided by RBI, these small investors can now invest in G-Secs by 
opening a gilt securities account with the RBI. The account opened will be called Retail Direct Gilt (RDG) Account. 
 
RBI Integrated Ombudsman Scheme 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/indicators/india-ends-fy21-with-current-account-surplus-for-first-time-in-17-years/articleshow/83989739.cms
https://www.sebi.gov.in/sebi_data/faqfiles/apr-2020/1587624976904.pdf
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This will help in improving the grievance redress mechanism for resolving customer complaints against RBI’s 
regulated entities. According to the PMO, the scheme is based on “One Nation-One Ombudsman” with one 
portal, one email, and one address for the customers to lodge their complaints. 
The redressal will continue to be cost-free for customers of banks and members of the public. 
 
Source 
 
21) Consider the following statements regarding Ever-greening of Loans. 
 1. Ever-greening loans is lending a new loan to a borrower on the verge of default, near the repayment 
date of an existing loan, to facilitate its repayment. 
 2. Banks are required to disclose them like they disclose the restructurings of loans. 
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
Ever-greening loans is lending a new loan to a borrower on the verge of default, near the repayment date of an 
existing loan, to facilitate its repayment (Tantri, 2020). Such transactions go undetected as banks are not 
required to disclose them, unlike restructurings that warrant disclosures. 
 
22) Consider the following statements regarding Participatory Notes commonly known as P-Notes: 

1. These are financial instruments that are issued by registered FIIs to overseas investors who want to 
invest in the stock markets in India. 
2. The overseas investors need not register themselves with the market regulatory authority SEBI. 
3. The investors enjoy the voting rights in relation to shares invested through the P - Notes. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 

 
Solution: a) 

 
Participatory Notes, also called P-Notes or just PNs are instruments that are issued by registered FIIs to overseas 
investors who want to invest in the stock markets in India, without registering themselves with the market 
regulatory authority SEBI. PNs are not used within India but by investors abroad. Hence, they are also known as 
offshore derivative instruments. They are used by clients of FIIs who do not wish to directly participate in the 
stock market in India, but do it through the FIIs using PNs. 
The P-Note holder also does not enjoy any voting rights in relation to security/shares referenced by the P-Note. 
 
23) Consider the following statements. 
 1. RBI’s surplus transfer to the Government constitutes non-tax revenue to the Government. 
 2. In India, urban cooperative banks are predominantly situated in the North and North-Western India. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
Dividend from Reserve Bank of India enabled the Government to achieve nearly half of non-tax revenue receipt.  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-rbi-two-initiatives-pm-narendra-modi-7619536/
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In India, urban cooperative banks are predominantly situated in the Southern states. 
 
Source  Source 
 
24) Consider the following statements regarding Fiscal Deficit. 
 1. Fiscal deficit is reflective of the total borrowing requirements of the Government. 

2. A higher fiscal deficit will always lower the interest rates in the economy. 
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
Fiscal Deficit is “reflective of the total borrowing requirements of the Government”. 
 
If the fiscal deficit ratio is too high, it implies that there is a lesser amount of money left in the market for private 
entrepreneurs and businesses to borrow. 
Lesser amount of this money, in turn, leads to higher rates of interest charged on such lending. 
So, simply put, a higher fiscal deficit means higher borrowing by the government, which, in turn, mean higher 
interest rates in the economy. 
A high fiscal deficit and higher interest rates would also mean that the efforts of the Reserve Bank of India to 
reduce interest rates are undone. 
 
25) Consider the following statements regarding National Bank for Financing Infrastructure and Development. 
 1. National Bank for Financing Infrastructure and Development is a new development financial institution 
established through an Act of Parliament. 
 2. The bank will support the development of long-term infrastructure financing in India, including 
development of the bonds and derivatives markets necessary for infrastructure financing. 
 3. The bank is headed by the Deputy Governor of RBI. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 2 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
The central government has appointed KV Kamath, to head the National Bank for Financing Infrastructure and 
Development (NaBFID), a newly set up DFI in India. 
 
Parliament in March, 2021 passed a bill to set up NaBFID to fund infrastructure projects in the country. 
 
It will have both developmental and financial objectives.  
 
The bank is set up to support the development of long-term non-recourse infrastructure financing in India, 
including development of the bonds and derivatives markets necessary for infrastructure financing and to carry 
on the business of financing infrastructure. 
 
Source 
 
26) Which of the following sub-sectors are considered while calculating Index of Industrial Production (IIP)? 

1. Primary Goods  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/economy/rbi-led-non-tax-receipts-help-govt-to-limit-fisc-deficit-to-82-during-april-may/article35065225.ece
https://www.rbi.org.in/SCRIPTs/fun_urban.aspx
https://www.moneycontrol.com/news/business/kv-kamath-will-now-head-the-national-bank-for-financing-infrastructure-and-development-finmin-7638131.html
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2. Infrastructure Goods 
3. Consumer Durables 
4. Intermediate Goods 

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 1, 2, 3 
b) 1, 3, 4 
c) 1, 2, 3, 4 
d) 1, 2, 4 

 
 Solution: c) 
 
The second way to classify the basket of products mapped under IIP.  
As such, there are 6 sub-categories: 

• Primary Goods (consisting of mining, electricity, fuels and fertilisers) 

• Capital Goods (e.g. machinery items) 

• Intermediate Goods (e.g. yarns, chemicals, semi-finished steel items, etc) 

• Infrastructure Goods (e.g. paints, cement, cables, bricks and tiles, rail materials, etc) 

• Consumer Durables (e.g. garments, telephones, passenger vehicles, etc) 

• Consumer Non-durables (e.g. food items, medicines, toiletries, etc) 
 
27) Consider the following statements. 
 1. A V-shaped recovery is characterised by quick and effective recovery in measures of economic 
performance after an acute decline in the economy.  
 2. A K-shaped recovery occurs when, following a recession, different parts of the economy recover at 
different rates, times, or magnitudes.  
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
A V-shaped recovery is characterised by quick and effective recovery in measures of economic performance 
after an acute decline in the economy.   
 
The recovery we see today is more K-shaped than V-shaped, with various groups and industries recovering much 
more rapidly than their counterparts. 
 
A K-shaped recovery occurs when, following a recession, different parts of the economy recover at different 
rates, times, or magnitudes. 
 
Source 
 
28) Consider the following statements. 
 1. An economy’s annual GDP is the total money value of all final and intermediate goods and services 
produced within the geographical boundaries in a year. 
 2. As the overall GDP goes up, the economic inequalities will also reduce accordingly. 
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: c) 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/pointers-that-india-is-witnessing-a-k-shaped-recovery/article37671927.ece


INSTA CURRENT AFFAIRS QUIZ 

www.insightsonindia.com                           14                                                                                InsightsIAS 

 
An economy’s annual GDP is the total money value of all final (not intermediate) goods and services produced 
within the geographical boundaries in a year. 
It can be argued — and quite justifiably — that the GDP does not really map the wellbeing of a population. It is 
quite possible — and is often quite likely — that even as the overall GDP goes up, economic inequalities also 
rise, fuelling discontent. 
 
29) Consider the following statements regarding Bilateral investment treaty (BIT). 
 1. A bilateral investment treaty (BIT) is an agreement establishing the terms and conditions for 
private investment by nationals and companies of one state in another state.  
 2. BITs must compulsorily protect the environment, labour rights, social provisions or natural resources in 
the country where investments are made.  
 3. They allow for an alternative dispute resolution mechanism under the auspices of the International 
Centre for Settlement of Investment Disputes (ICSID). 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1 only 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
A bilateral investment treaty (BIT) is an agreement establishing the terms and conditions for 
private investment by nationals and companies of one state in another state. This type of investment is 
called foreign direct investment (FDI). BITs are established through trade pacts. 
 
The distinctive feature of many BITs is that they allow for an alternative dispute resolution mechanism, whereby 
an investor whose rights under the BIT have been violated could have recourse to international arbitration, often 
under the auspices of the International Centre for Settlement of Investment Disputes (ICSID), rather than suing 
the host State in its own courts. This process is called investor-state dispute settlement (ISDS). 
 
The world's first BIT was signed on November 25, 1959 between Pakistan and Germany. There are currently more 
than 2500 BITs in force, involving most countries in the world. 
 
NGOs have spoken against the use of BITs, stating that they are essentially designed to protect foreign investors 
and do not take into account obligations and standards to protect the environment, labour rights, social 
provisions or natural resources.   
 
Source 
 
30) Consider the following statements regarding cess and surcharges. 
 1. The Constitution does permit the Centre to levy cess and surcharges beyond the basic taxes and duties 
in extraordinary situations.  
 2. Cess and surcharges go to the divisible pool.  
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
The Constitution does permit the Centre to levy cess and surcharges beyond the basic taxes and duties in 
extraordinary situations. These additional taxes do not go to a divisible pool.  
 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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Divisible pool refers to the taxes of the central government that it should share with the sub national or state 
governments in accordance with the recommendations of the Finance Commission. 
 
Source 
 
31) Consider the following statements. 
 1. States are Constitutionally guaranteed to get GST compensation for the loss on account of the 
introduction of the GST for ten years from the date of implementation. 
 2. As per GST architecture, if the Union Government falls short in the collection of compensation cess, it 
can tap the funds from the Consolidated Fund of India. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
States, per the Goods and Services (Compensation to States) Act, 2017, are Constitutionally guaranteed to get 
compensation for the loss on account of the introduction of the GST for five years from the date of 
implementation — that is, July 2017 to July 2022. 
 
If the Union Government falls short in the collection of compensation cess, it cannot tap the funds from the 
Consolidated Fund of India. 
 
Source 
 
32) Which of these is/are not included in the Eight Core Sector Industries? 
 1. Coal 
 2. Iron Ore  
 3. Fertilizers 
Select the correct answer code:  

a) 1 only 
b) 1, 3  
c) 2 only 
d) All of them are included.  
 
Solution: c)  

 
Eight Core Industries are Electricity, steel, refinery products, crude oil, coal, cement, natural gas and fertilizers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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2. Ecology and Environment 
 
1) Consider the following statements. 
 1. In 2021, it was the first time the climate scientists were awarded Nobel Prize in Physics. 
 2. For the Citizens of India / Indian origin / foreign origin who were residents in India when they became 
recipients of the Nobel Prize, maximum Nobel Prizes have been awarded in the category of Peace. 
 3. Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) was earlier awarded Nobel Peace Prize for its 
efforts in creating awareness for the fight against climate change. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 

• The 2021 Nobel Prize in Physics is awarded with one half jointly to Syukuro Manabe, Klaus Hasselmann and 
the other half to Giorgio Parisi. This is the first-time climate scientists (Manabe and Hasselmann) have been 
awarded the Physics Nobel.  

• The IPCC had won the Peace Nobel in 2007, an acknowledgement of its efforts in creating awareness for the 
fight against climate change, 

• The following Indians (or individuals of Indian origin) have been honoured with the Nobel: 
o Rabindranath Tagore (Literature, 1913), C V Raman (Physics, 1930), Hargobind Khorana (Medicine, 

1968), Mother Teresa (Peace, 1979), Subramanian Chandrashekhar (Physics, 1983), the Dalai Lama 
(Peace, 1989), Amartya Sen (Economics, 1998), Venkatraman Ramakrishnan (Chemistry, 2009), and 
Kailash Satyarthi (Peace, 2014), Abhijit Banerjee (Economics, 2019). 

 
2) Consider the following statements. 
 1. Under the Forest Conservation Act, 1980, any diversion of any forest land for any purpose, including 
assignment of leases, needs prior approval of the State Government. 
 2. The Forest Conservation Act, 1980 had applied largely to reserve forests and national parks. 
 3. In 1996, the Supreme Court had expanded the definition and scope of forest land to include all areas 
recorded as forest in any government record, irrespective of ownership, recognition and classification.  
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 2 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Recently, Ministry for Environment, Forests and Climate Change (MoEFCC) published proposed amendments to 
the Forest Conservation Act, 1980, easing diversion of forests and exempting certain categories of development 
from the need to take clearance from the Ministry. 
 
It has been amended only once before, in 1988. Ministry officials have said the current definition of forests has 
locked land across the country; even private owners cannot utilise their own property for non-forestry purposes. 
Under the Act, any diversion of any forest land for any purpose, including assignment of leases, needs prior 
approval of the Centre. 
 
In 1996, ruling in T N Godavarman Thirumulpad v Union of India, the Supreme Court had expanded the definition 
and scope of forest land to include all areas recorded as forest in any government record, irrespective of 
ownership, recognition and classification. Previously, the Act had applied largely to reserve forests and national 
parks.  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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Source 
 
3) Consider the following statements regarding Ganges River Dolphins (GRDs). 
 1. Ganges River Dolphins are listed under Schedule I of the Indian Wildlife (Protection) Act (1972) and 
Appendix I of the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES). 
 2. They are found throughout the Ganges-Brahmaputra-Meghna and Karnaphuli-Sangu river systems of 
Nepal, India and Bangladesh. 
 3. Presence of Ganges River Dolphin is an indicator of healthy aquatic systems. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
The Jal Shakti Ministry released a guide for the safe rescue and release of stranded Ganges River Dolphins. The 
document has been prepared by the Turtle Survival Alliance, India Program and Environment, Forest and Climate 
Change Department (EFCCD), Uttar Pradesh. The guide has been drawn from years of experience of the 
organisation while rescuing 25 Ganges River Dolphins (GRDs) stranded in irrigation canals. 
 
The GRDs have been designated the National Aquatic Animal of India since 2010 and are listed as ‘Endangered’ 
under IUCN Red List Assessments, Schedule I of the Indian Wildlife (Protection) Act (1972), Appendix I of the 
Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES). 
 
Found throughout the Ganges-Brahmaputra-Meghna and Karnaphuli-Sangu river systems of Nepal, India and 
Bangladesh, the Ganges River Dolphin [Platanista gangetica gangetica] is a global priority and is also an indicator 
of healthy aquatic systems. 
 
Source 
 
4) Consider the following statements regarding Indus river dolphin. 
 1. The Indus river dolphin is a freshwater dolphin that is found in river Beas. 
 2. A viable population of Indus dolphins is present in Punjab’s Harike wildlife sanctuary. 
 3. Indus river dolphin was declared the State aquatic animal of Himachal Pradesh. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only  
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
The census of one of the world’s most threatened cetaceans, the Indus river dolphin (Platanista gangetica minor) 
— a freshwater dolphin that is found in river Beas, is all set to commence in the winter as part of a project by the 
Centre. 
 
The Indus river dolphin is classified as endangered by the International Union for the Conservation of Nature 
(IUCN) and, until recently, it was believed that these dolphins were endemic to Pakistan. But in 2007, a remnant 
but viable population of Indus dolphins was discovered in Punjab’s Harike wildlife sanctuary and in the lower 
Beas river.  
 
The Indus river dolphin was declared the State aquatic animal of Punjab in 2019. 
 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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Source 
 
5) Consider the following statements regarding Global Methane Pledge. 

1. The Global Methane Pledge was launched at the UN COP26 climate conference. 
2. It aims to achieve net zero methane emissions by the year 2050. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
Solution: a) 

 
The Global Methane Pledge was launched at the UN COP26 climate conference in Glasgow. So far, over 90 
countries have signed this pledge, which is an effort led jointly by the United States and the European Union. 
 
The pledge was first announced by the US and EU, and is essentially an agreement to reduce global methane 
emissions. One of the central aims of this agreement is to cut down methane emissions by up to 30 per cent 
from 2020 levels by the year 2030. 
 
Source 
 
6) Consider the following statements. 

1. Methane is the most abundant greenhouse gas in the atmosphere. 
2. According to Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change report, methane accounts for about half of 
the 1.0 degrees Celsius net rise in global average temperature since the pre-industrial era. 
3. Human sources of methane are responsible for more than 50 per cent of global methane emissions. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 2 only 
b) 1, 2 
c) 2, 3 
d) 1, 2, 3 
 
Solution: c) 

 
Methane is the second-most abundant greenhouse gas in the atmosphere, after carbon dioxide. 
 
According to the latest Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change report, methane accounts for about half of 
the 1.0 degrees Celsius net rise in global average temperature since the pre-industrial era. 
 
NASA notes that human sources (also referred to as anthropogenic sources) of methane are responsible for 60 
per cent of global methane emissions. These emissions come primarily from the burning of fossil fuels, 
decomposition in landfills and the agriculture sector. 
 
Source 
 
7) Consider the following statements regarding Common but differentiated responsibilities (CBDR). 
 1. Common but differentiated responsibilities (CBDR) is the foundational principle of United Nations 
Environment Programme (UNEP). 
 2. It establishes that all states are responsible for addressing global environmental destruction yet not 
equally responsible.  
 3. It was the first international legal instrument to address climate change and address negative impacts 
to global environment. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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 b) 2, 3 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
Common but differentiated responsibilities (CBDR), principle of international environmental law establishing 
that all states are responsible for addressing global environmental destruction yet not equally responsible.  
 
It was the first international legal instrument to address climate change and the most comprehensive 
international attempt to address negative impacts to global environment. 
 
The foundational principle of the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), which is common 
but differentiated responsibilities (CBDR). 
 
Source  Source 
 
8) Human sources of methane include 

1. Decomposition in landfills 
2. Oil and natural gas systems 
3. Agricultural activities 
4. Coal mining 
5. Wastewater treatment 

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 1, 2, 3, 4 
b) 2, 3, 4, 5 
c) 1, 3, 4, 5 
d) 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 
 
Solution: d) 

 
There are various sources of methane including human and natural sources. Human sources of methane include 
landfills, oil and natural gas systems, agricultural activities, coal mining, wastewater treatment, and certain 
industrial processes. 
 
Source 
 
9) India announced which of the following climate targets at the COP26 summit in Glasgow? 
 1. Meet 50% of energy requirements from renewables by 2030. 
 2. Enhancement of installed renewable capacity to 500 GW by 2030. 

3. Reduce India’s carbon emissions intensity by 33 to 35 per cent by the year 2030 compared to 2005 
levels. 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
The most substantive new commitment, however, relates to the 1-billion-tonne reduction in its total projected 
emissions from now until 2030. This is the first time that India has taken any climate target in terms of its 
absolute emissions. 
 
India’s Net Zero target of 2070. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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In its climate action plan submitted under the Paris Agreement, India had promised to reduce its emissions 
intensity, or emissions per unit of GDP, by 33 to 35 per cent by the year 2030 compared to 2005 levels. 
 
The installed renewable capacity has been growing rapidly in the last few years, and the enhancement from 450 
GW to 500 GW is not likely to be very challenging. 
 
The increase in proportion of renewable energy sources in India’s electricity generation to 50 per cent is a natural 
corollary of this. 

 
Source 
 
10) Consider the following statements regarding Clean Development Mechanism (CDM). 
 1. The Clean Development Mechanism (CDM) is a market-based approach to reducing emissions of 
the greenhouse gases that contribute to climate change. 
 2. A CDM project activity might involve a rural electrification project using solar panels or the installation 
of more energy-efficient boilers. 
 3. The projects registered by India under the CDM is the highest in the world.  
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
The Clean Development Mechanism (CDM), defined in Article 12 of the Protocol, allows a country with an 
emission-reduction or emission-limitation commitment under the Kyoto Protocol (Annex B Party) to implement 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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an emission-reduction project in developing countries. Such projects can earn saleable certified emission 
reduction (CER) credits, each equivalent to one tonne of CO2, which can be counted towards meeting Kyoto 
targets. 
 
It is the first global, environmental investment and credit scheme of its kind, providing a standardized emission 
offset instrument, CERs. 
 
A CDM project activity might involve, for example, a rural electrification project using solar panels or the 
installation of more energy-efficient boilers. 
 
India registered 1,703 projects under the CDM which is the second highest in the world.  
 
Source  Source 
 
11) Consider the following statements regarding Conference of the parties (COP) to United Nations Framework 

Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC). 
 1. The COP is the supreme decision-making body of the UNFCCC. 
 2. Not all States that are Parties to the UNFCCC are represented at the COP. 
 3. COP assesses the effects of the measures taken by the members and the progress made in achieving 
the ultimate objective of the Convention. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
The COP is the supreme decision-making body of the Convention. All States that are Parties to the Convention are 
represented at the COP, at which they review the implementation of the Convention and any other legal 
instruments that the COP adopts and take decisions necessary to promote the effective implementation of the 
Convention, including institutional and administrative arrangements. 
 
A key task for the COP is to review the national communications and emission inventories submitted by Parties. 
Based on this information, the COP assesses the effects of the measures taken by Parties and the progress made 
in achieving the ultimate objective of the Convention. 
 
The COP meets every year, unless the Parties decide otherwise. The first COP meeting was held in Berlin, 
Germany in March, 1995. The COP meets in Bonn, the seat of the secretariat, unless a Party offers to host the 
session. Just as the COP Presidency rotates among the five recognized UN regions - that is, Africa, Asia, Latin 
America and the Caribbean, Central and Eastern Europe and Western Europe and Others – there is a tendency for 
the venue of the COP to also shift among these groups. 
 
Source 
 
12) Consider the following statements regarding One Sun One World One Grid (OSOWOG) project. 
 1. It was launched on the sidelines of the UNFCCC COP26 summit.  
 2. The project aims to connect energy grids across borders between different countries to facilitate a 
faster transition to the use of renewable energy. 
 3. OSOWOG is also aimed at addressing the issue of high cost of energy storage.  
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2, 3 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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 Solution: d) 
 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi and UK Prime Minister Boris Johnson have launched a ‘green grids’ initiative—the 
One Sun One World One Grid (OSOWOG) project—on the sidelines of the COP26 summit. The project aims to 
connect energy grids across borders to facilitate a faster transition to the use of renewable energy. 
 
A transnational grid would allow countries to source solar power from regions where it is daytime to meet their 
green energy needs even when their own installed solar capacity is not generating energy. 
 
OSOWOG is also aimed at addressing the issue of high cost of energy storage. OSOWOG initiative is a possible 
solution for driving down the need for storage, which in effect will reduce the costs of the energy transition. 
 
Source 
 
13) Consider the following statements. 
 1. Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs) are voluntary targets that countries set for themselves, 
which describe the quantum of emission cuts they will undertake over a fixed period to prevent global warming. 
 2. Recently India submitted its latest NDCs at the COP 26 UN Climate Change Conference. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
Nationally Determined Contributions are voluntary targets that countries set for themselves, which describe 
the quantum and kind of emission cuts they will undertake over a fixed period to contribute to preventing 
runaway global warming. 
India’s last NDC was submitted following the Paris Agreement of 2015. Before COP26 began on November 1, 
countries were expected to provide updated NDCs. India, however, did not furnish one. 
 
Source 
 
14) Consider the following statements regarding Carbon Markets. 

1. Carbon markets facilitate the trading of emission reductions. 
2. The buyers of carbon credits can show the emission reductions as their own and use them to meet 
their reduction targets.  
3. The current carbon market is the under the framework of Kyoto Protocol. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 1, 2 
c) 1, 3 
d) 1, 2, 3 
 
Solution: b) 

 
Carbon markets facilitate the trading of emission reductions. Such a market allows countries, or industries, to 
earn carbon credits for the emission reductions they make in excess of their targets. These carbon credits can be 
traded to the highest bidder in exchange of money. The buyers of carbon credits can show the emission 
reductions as their own and use them to meet their reduction targets. Carbon markets are considered a very 
important and effective instrument to reduce overall emissions. 
A carbon market existed under Kyoto Protocol but is no longer there because the Protocol itself expired last 
year. A new market under Paris Agreement is yet to become functional.  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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Source 
 
15) The Government can undertake which of the following measures under the Environment Protection Act, 

1986, to control air pollution? 
 1. Ban construction activities. 
 2. Close schools, colleges, skill development centres, and educational institutions. 
 3. Encourage work from home. 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
The air quality in the Capital improved to the “very poor” category after remaining in the “severe” level for the 
last three days. This comes on a day when the Delhi Government, in a move to control local sources of air and 
dust pollution, decided to close educational institutions and ban construction activities, while encouraging work 
from home. 
 
Environment Minister has issued orders under the Environment Protection Act, 1986, regarding closure of 
schools, colleges, skill development centres, and educational institutions till November 20.  
 
Source 
 
16) Consider the following statements regarding Kaiser-i-Hind Butterfly. 
 1. Kaiser-i-Hind is a large and brightly coloured swallowtail butterfly found along the Eastern Himalayas. 
 2. It has been declared as the State butterfly of Arunachal Pradesh. 
 3. It is protected under Schedule I of Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972.  
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
An elusive swallowtail butterfly carrying ‘India’ in its name and has become the State butterfly of Arunachal 
Pradesh. 
 
The State Cabinet had approved the large, brightly coloured Kaiser-i-Hind as the State butterfly.  
 
Kaiser-i-Hind (Teinopalpus imperialis) literally means Emperor of India. This butterfly with a 90-120 mm wingspan 
is found in six States along the Eastern Himalayas at elevations from 6,000-10,000 feet in well-wooded terrain. 
The butterfly also flutters in Nepal, Bhutan, Myanmar, Laos, Vietnam and southern China. 
 
The Kaiser-i-Hind is protected under Schedule II of Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972. 
 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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Source 
 
17) Tadoba-Andhari Tiger Reserve (TATR), recently seen in news is located in 
 a) Gujarat 
 b) Rajasthan 
 c) Maharashtra 
 d) Andhra Pradesh 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Tadoba-Andhari Tiger Reserve (TATR) in Chandrapur district of Maharashtra. 
 
Source 
 
18) Consider the following statements regarding All India Tiger Estimation (AITE). 
 1. All India Tiger Estimation is the tiger population census that is conducted once in four years. 
 2. The survey is a process of charting the signs, such as pugmarks and scratch marks on trees, that 
indicate tiger presence in the area.   
 3. It is conducted by the National Tiger Conservation Authority (NTCA) and the Wildlife Institute of India 
(WII) in collaboration with the State Forest Departments. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
The AITE is conducted by the National Tiger Conservation Authority (NTCA) and the Wildlife Institute of India 
(WII) in collaboration with the State Forest Departments.  
 
AITE is the tiger population census that is conducted once in four years. 
 
The survey is a process of charting the signs, such as pugmarks and scratch marks on trees, that indicate tiger 
presence in the area. 
 
Source 
 
19) Consider the following statements regarding UNFCCC. 
 1. The UNFCCC was adopted in 1992 at the Rio Earth Summit. 
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 2. The UNFCCC established a framework for action to stabilise concentrations of greenhouse gases in the 
earth’s atmosphere. 
 3. The framework sets binding limits on greenhouse gas emissions for individual countries, but contains 
no enforcement mechanisms. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 3 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 2 only 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
The UNFCCC was adopted in 1992 at the Rio Earth Summit, which marked the beginning of the international 
community’s first concerted effort to confront the problem of climate change. 
Known also as the Rio Convention, the UNFCCC established a framework for action to stabilise concentrations 
of greenhouse gases in the earth’s atmosphere. 
The UNFCCC entered into force in 1994, and nearly all of the world’s nations—a total of 197 (as of 2020)—have 
ratified. 
The framework sets non-binding limits on greenhouse gas emissions for individual countries and contains no 
enforcement mechanisms.  
 
20) Consider the following statements regarding Jim Corbett National Park. 
 1. Jim Corbett National Park was the first to come under the Project Tiger initiative. 
 2. Jim Corbett National Park is a national park and tiger reserve that completely encompasses 
the Shivaliks, near the foothills of the Himalayas. 
 3. Jim Corbett Tiger Reserve (CTR) has the highest tiger density in the wild in India. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3  
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution:  b) 
 
Jim Corbett National Park is a national park in India located in the Nainital district of Uttarakhand state. The first 
national park in India, it was established in 1936 during the British Raj. The park was the first to come under 
the Project Tiger initiative. 
 
Corbett Tiger Reserve (CTR) has reported the highest tiger density among India’s 50 tiger reserves with 14 tigers 
per 100 sq km.  
 
Rajaji National Park is an Indian national park and tiger reserve that encompasses the Shivaliks, near the foothills 
of the Himalayas.  
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3. Geography 
 
1) Which of the following are the destabilising geological processes that pose a serious threat to human 

habitation in the highlands of western Ghats? 
 1. Land subsidence 
 2. Lateral spread 

3. Soil piping 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
Destabilising geological processes, coupled with extreme rainfall events and unscientific farming and 
construction activities, pose a serious threat to human habitation in the highlands of Kerala, according to 
scientists. 
 
A team of scientists from the National Centre for Earth Science Studies (NCESS) who carried out an 
investigation in the wake of the heavy rain and devastating floods in August 2018 had found that land 
subsidence, lateral spread, and soil piping were an immediate threat to life and property in the uplands. 
 

 
 
Source 
 
2) Arrange the following kharif crops in the decreasing order of the total area coverage. 
 1. Oil seeds 
 2. Rice 
 3. Pulses 
 4. Cotton 
 5. Sugarcane 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 2-1-4-3-5 
 b) 2-1-3-4-5 
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 c) 2-1-3-5-4 
 d) 2-1-4-5-4 
 
 Solution: b) 
 

 
 
Source 
 
3) Consider the following statements regarding Paleocene-Eocene Thermal Maximum (PETM) period. 
 1. It is estimated that Paleocene-Eocene Thermal Maximum (PETM) period occurred about 56 million 
years ago. 
 2. During this time, the Earth experienced a natural period of global warming triggered by a volcanic 
eruption.  
 3. Several studies have shown that during this period ocean acidification caused mass extinctions in the 
deep ocean and there were changes in the biota in the surface ocean. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
About 56 million years ago, our Earth experienced a natural period of global warming triggered by a volcanic 
eruption. This period was known as the Paleocene-Eocene Thermal Maximum (PETM) and there were huge 
amounts of carbon dioxide released into the atmosphere. This caused about 8°C surface ocean warming in the 
high latitudes. Several studies have shown that during this period ocean acidification caused mass extinctions in 
the deep ocean and there were changes in the biota in the surface ocean. 
 
Source 
 
4) Consider the following statements. 
 1. Western disturbances are periodic influxes of moisture-laden clouds from the Mediterranean that are 
common during winter and cause rain in northern India. 
 2. The elevated temperatures and warmer waters in the Arctic Ocean reduces the intensity of Western 
disturbances over North-India. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/economy/agri-business/kharif-sowing-at-1044-lakh-hectares/article36053981.ece
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-climate-change-recover-global-warming-7601815/


INSTA CURRENT AFFAIRS QUIZ 

www.insightsonindia.com                           28                                                                                InsightsIAS 

 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
Western disturbances cause rain in northern India. 
Western disturbances are periodic influxes of moisture-laden clouds from the Mediterranean that are common 
during winter. 
 
Overall elevated temperatures are also contributing to warmer waters in the Arctic Ocean and drawing colder 
air from the poles with greater intensity. 
This has added to the increased moisture, thereby seeding more intense western disturbance activity over north 
India. 
 
Source 
 
5) Consider the following statements regarding Western Ghats. 
 1. Western Ghats region runs from the mouth of the river Tapti near the border of Gujarat and 
Maharashtra to Kanyakumari. 
 2. The Western Ghats are second only to the Eastern Himalaya as a treasure trove of biological diversity 
in India. 
 3. K. Kasturirangan committee designated the entire hill range of Western Ghats as an Ecologically 
Sensitive Area (ESA). 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
Recognised as one of the world’s biodiversity hotspots, the Western Ghats region runs to a length of 1,600 km 
starting from the mouth of the river Tapti near the border of Gujarat and Maharashtra to Kanyakumari, the 
southernmost tip of India in Tamil Nadu. It stretches over the six States of Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, Kerala, Goa, 
Maharashtra and Gujarat. The Ghats are second only to the Eastern Himalaya as a treasure trove of biological 
diversity in the country. 
 
The WGEEP report, popular as Gadgil report, had designated the entire hill range as an Ecologically Sensitive 
Area (ESA). It had classified the 142 taluks in the Western Ghats boundary into three Ecologically Sensitive Zones 
(ESZs).  
 
The 39 serial sites of the Western Ghats were inscribed into UNESCO’s World Heritage Site list in 2012 for its 
“outstanding universal value and for representing significant ongoing ecological and biological processes in the 
evolution and development of terrestrial, fresh water, coastal and marine ecosystems, and communities of plants 
and animals”. 
 
Source  
 
6) The Western Ghats Ecology Expert Panel (WGEEP) headed by Madhav Gadgil that submitted its report in 2011 

recommended which of the following  
 1. It classified the villages along the Western Ghats into three Ecologically Sensitive Zones (ESZs). 
 2. No new dams based on large-scale storage be permitted in the Ecologically Sensitive Zone 1. 
 3. Development activity needs to be decided through a participatory process involving the gram sabhas in 
the Ecologically Sensitive Zones. 
Select the correct answer code: 
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 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
The WGEEP report, popular as Gadgil report, had designated the entire hill range as an Ecologically Sensitive Area 
(ESA). It had classified the 142 taluks in the Western Ghats boundary into three Ecologically Sensitive Zones 
(ESZs). The panel, which was appointed in 2010 recommended that “no new dams based on large-scale storage 
be permitted in the Ecologically Sensitive Zone 1”. It suggested that development activity needs to be decided 
through a participatory process involving the gram sabhas in these zones.   
 
 

 
4. Government Schemes and Programmes 

 
1) Consider the following statements regarding Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act 

(MGNREGA) scheme. 
 1. The MGNREGA is a supply-led scheme, guaranteeing at least 100 days of unskilled work to any rural 
household that wants it.  
 2. If work is not provided within 15 days, applicants are entitled to an unemployment allowance. 
 3. In the last two years, more than half of States/UTs have underutilised their allocated funds under 
MGNREGA. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2 only 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
The MGNREGA is a demand driven scheme, guaranteeing 100 days of unskilled work to any rural household that 
wants it.  
 
At least 100 days of wage employment is guaranteed against the demand made by a rural household.  
 
Unemployment allowances is paid to beneficiaries who could not be employed within 15 days from the date of 
they have demanded for work.  
 
All other demands for work, where the beneficiary has already completed 100 days in the current financial year or 
the beneficiary who demanded work died before 15 days of the date of the demand of work are not eligible for 
unemployment allowances. 
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Source  Source 
 
2) Consider the following statements. 
 1. India successfully achieved the Millennium Development Goals on good health and well-being. 

2. Government of India cannot hold State Governments responsible and accountable for their poor 
performance in achieving Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
India failed to achieve the earlier Millennium Development Goals on good health and well-being because of the 
poor performance of the northern States. It is surprising that the Government of India does not hold them 
responsible and accountable for poor performance.  
 
Since health is a State subject, the primary onus lies with the State governments. Each State government must 
focus on public health and aim to improve the health indicators mentioned above.  
 
The northern States are performing very poorly in these vital health parameters. 
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3) Consider the following statements. 
 1. Coal Mines (Nationalization) Act, 1973 was enacted to nationalise all the coal mines in India.  
 2. Auctioning of coal mines to the private players is done on the basis of offer of highest price/ tonne. 
 3. 90% of lignite reserves in India occur in eastern parts of the India. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 2 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 

• Coal Mines (Nationalization) Act, 1973 was enacted to nationalise all the coal mines in India. It was repealed 
in 2018. 

• The demand-supply mismatch started in 1991 (the liberalisation period) and started widening. This led the 
government to allow captive mining. mining for own use only. This coal cannot be sold to other players. 

• The 2015 legislation (Coal Mines (Special provisions) Act, 2015) allowed re-entry of private players into the 
sector. It enabled auctioning of coal mines. 

• The 2018 Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs allowed the auctioning of mines to the private players on 
basis of offer of highest price/ tonne. 

• The Coal resources of India are available in older Gondwana Formations of peninsular India and younger 
tertiary formations of north-eastern region. 

• The lignite reserves stand at a level around 36 billion tonnes, of which 90% occur in the southern State of 
Tamil Nadu. 

• Top 5 States in terms of total coal reserves in India are: Jharkhand > Odisha > Chhattisgarh > West Bengal > 
Madhya Pradesh. 

 
4) Consider the following statements. 
 1. India is the highest livestock owner of the world. 
 2. Rashtriya Gokul Mission was initiated with a focus on the genetic upgradation of the bovine 
population through widespread initiatives on artificial insemination and in vitro fertilization. 
 3. The contribution of Livestock in total agriculture and allied sector Gross Value Added (GVA) has 
doubled from 2014-15 to 2018-19. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
To enhance the productivity of cattle, the Rashtriya Gokul Mission was initiated in 2014 with a focus on 
the genetic upgradation of the bovine population through widespread initiatives on artificial insemination, sex-
sorted semen, and in vitro fertilization. 
 
India is the highest livestock owner of the world. 
 
As per the Economic Survey-2021, the contribution of Livestock in total agriculture and allied sector Gross Value 
Added (at Constant Prices) has increased from 24.32% (2014-15) to 28.63% (2018-19). 
 
5) Consider the following statements regarding PM GatiShakti. 
 1. PM Gati Shakti aims to institutionalize holistic planning for major infrastructure projects. 
 2. It is intended to break departmental silos and connect different ministries for the execution 
of infrastructure projects. 
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Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Recently Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched the “PM GatiShakti — National Master Plan” for infrastructure 
development aimed at boosting multimodal connectivity and driving down logistics costs. 
PM Gati Shakti aims to institutionalize holistic planning for major infrastructure projects. 
 
PM GatiShakti is a digital platform that connects 16 ministries — including Roads and Highways, Railways, 
Shipping, Petroleum and Gas, Power, Telecom, Shipping, and Aviation, with a view to ensuring holistic planning 
and execution of infrastructure projects. 
 
6) An FCRA registration is mandatory for NGOs to receive foreign funds. Registered NGOs can receive foreign 

contribution for which of the following purposes? 
 1. Social 

2. Educational 
3. Religious 
4. Economic  
5. Cultural 

Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 4 
 b) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 c) 1, 2, 4, 5 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
Registered NGOs can receive foreign contribution for five purposes — social, educational, religious, economic 
and cultural. An FCRA registration is mandatory for NGOs to receive foreign funds. 
 
Source 
 
7) Which of the following pairs regarding Swachh Bharat Mission is/are correctly matched? 
 1. Water Plus : Aims to sustain toilets by treating and reuse of water. 
 2. ODF+ : Focuses on toilets with sludge and septage management. 
 3. ODF++ : Focuses on toilets with water, maintenance and hygiene. 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 2, 3 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
Work on three protocols under the next phase of Swachh Bharat Mission (Urban-2) — ODF+, ODF++ and Water 
Plus — is to be completed by 2024 
 
ODF+ and ODF++ were launched in August 2018 to further scale up and sustain the work undertaken by the cities 
after achieving the ODF status under Phase I of the Swachh Bharat Mission — Urban (SBM-Urban). 
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ODF+ and ODF++ are aimed towards proper maintenance of toilet facilities and safe collection, conveyance, 
treatment/disposal of all faecal sludge and sewage. While ODF+ focuses on toilets with water, maintenance and 
hygiene, ODF++ focuses on toilets with sludge and septage management. 
 
Announced in August 2019, Water Plus aims to sustain toilets by treating and reuse of water. It contributes to 
the government’s focus on water conversation and reuse under the Jal Shakti Abhiyan. 
 
Source 
 
8) Consider the following statements regarding the recently launched SACRED portal. 
 1. SACRED portal is an electronic employment exchange for senior citizens. 

2. It connects the able senior citizens with job providers in the private and public sector enterprises. 
 3. It is the initiative of Ministry of Labour & Employment. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 

 
 
It has been developed by the Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment. 
 
Source  Source 
 
9) Consider the following statements regarding State Nutrition Profiles (SNPs). 
 1. The State Nutrition Profiles are based on the analyses and use of data from National Family Health 
Survey (NFHS-5). 

2. The State Nutrition Profiles help identify priority districts in the state with public health concern as per 
WHO guidelines.  
 2. It was launched by Ministry of Health and Family Welfare. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 1, 2 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
NITI Aayog, in a joint effort with International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI), Indian Institute of Population 
Sciences (IIPS), UNICEF and Institute of Economic Growth (IEG) launched ‘The State Nutrition Profiles” for 19 
States and Union Territories on 30th September, 2021. 
 
The trend analysis of key indicators such as wasting, stunting, anemia, underweight and overweight and NCDs 
(Diabetes and High blood pressure) showcase the variability of performance across districts. The reports highlight 
the best and worst performing districts, highest burden districts and top coverage districts of the country. The 
SNPs are based on the headcount-based analyses and use of data from NFHS-5 to provide evidence that helps 
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identify priority districts and number of districts in the state with public health concern as per WHO guidelines. 
Each SNP has incorporated key takeaways for children, women and men and identifies areas where the state has 
the potential to improve further. 
 
Source 
 
10) Project Sampoorna, that has resulted in the reduction of malnutrition in children, has been implemented in 
 a) Tamil Nadu 
 b) Assam 
 c) Uttar Pradesh 
 d) Kerala 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
Project Sampoorna’s success in reducing child malnutrition is a model that can be easily implemented anywhere. 
Project Sampoorna was conceptualised and successfully implemented in Bongaigaon district of Assam. 
 
The project has resulted in the reduction of malnutrition in children using near zero economic investment. 
Sampoorna is in tandem with the United Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals. 
 
Project Saubhagya that was designed to reduce the maternal mortality rate and infant mortality rate of the 
district.  
 
Source 
 
11) Consider the following statements regarding SVAMITVA scheme. 

1. It is a central sector scheme of the Ministry of Finance. 
2. It aims to demarcate inhabited lands in rural areas through the latest surveying drone-technology.  
3. The scheme will pave the way for using property as a financial asset by villagers for taking loans and 
other financial benefits. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1, 2 
b) 1, 3 
c) 2, 3 
d) 1, 2, 3 
 
Solution: c) 

 
SVAMITVA, or Survey of Villages Abadi and Mapping with Improvised Technology in Village Areas, is a central 
scheme of the Ministry of Panchayati Raj that aims to provide property rights to residents in rural areas.  
 
The scheme seeks to achieve the following objectives:  

• creation of accurate land records for rural planning and reduce property related disputes;  

• bring financial stability to rural citizens by enabling them to use their property as a financial asset for 
taking loans and other financial benefits;  

• determination of property tax, which would accrue to the GPs directly in states where it is devolved or 
else, add to the state exchequer;  

• creation of survey infrastructure and GIS maps that can be leveraged by any department; and,  

• supporting preparation of better-quality Gram Panchayat Development Plan (GPDP) by making use of 
GIS maps. 

 
Source 
 
12) Consider the following statements regarding Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER) in India. 
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1. It is a statistical measure used in the education sector to indicate the level of education among a 
certain age group.  
 2. Gross Enrolment Ratio in higher education in India is higher for men in comparison to women. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
The Gross Enrolment Ratio of females stands at 27.3%, which is better in comparison to that of males 26.9%. 
The survey also found a very high and sharp increase of female participation at MA, MSc and MCom levels during 
the last five years. 
 

 
 
Source 
 
13) Hallmarked gold jewellery contains which of the following indications? 
 1. BIS Mark 
 2. Purity in Karat and fineness 
 3. Assaying and Hallmarking Centre's identification mark/number 
 4. Jeweller's Identification mark/number 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 2, 3 
 c) 1, 2, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
BIS, a government body, certifies the purity of gold. The process of certifying the purity of gold is called 
hallmarking. 
 
There are four components that one should look for on the hallmarked gold jewellery to ensure the purity of 
gold: 

• BIS Mark; 

• Purity in Karat and fineness; 

• Assaying and Hallmarking Centre's identification mark/number; 

• Jeweller's Identification mark/number 
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Source 
 
14) Consider the following statements. 
 1. In the telecom sector, 100% FDI is allowed through automatic route. 
 2. Non-telecom income items, such as those from property rents, dividends and interests are included in 
the calculation of adjusted gross revenue (AGR) for the telcos.  
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
The telecom department amended the unified license agreement to allow 100% foreign direct investment (FDI) 
under the automatic route. 
FDI up to 100% under automatic route subject to observance of licensing and security conditions by the licensee 
as well as investors as notified by the DoT from time to time 
 
The Department of Telecommunications (DoT) has removed a host of non-telecom income items such as income 
from property rent, dividend and interest from calculation of adjusted gross revenue (AGR). 
 
Source 
 
15) Consider the following statements regarding ‘Bharat Gaurav’ scheme. 
 1. The Indian Railways launched Bharat Gaurav trains that will run on theme-based tourist circuit trains, 
on the lines of the Ramayana Express. 
 2. Bharat Gaurav trains can be run either by private or State-owned operators. 
 3. The scheme offers operators the “Right of Use” of the Railways rakes and infrastructure. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
To tap the huge potential of tourism, the Railways announced the ‘Bharat Gaurav’ scheme, under which theme-
based tourist circuit trains, on the lines of the Ramayana Express, can be run either by private or State-owned 
operators. 
 
Till now, the Railways had passenger segments and goods segments. Now, we will have a third segment for 
tourism — ‘Bharat Gaurav’ train. About 3,033 coaches or about 150 trains have been earmarked. 
 
Through this policy, which offers operators the “Right of Use” of its rakes and infrastructure, the Railways has 
liberalised and simplified a part of operations that was otherwise carried out mostly by the Indian Railway 
Catering and Tourism Corporation (IRCTC).  
 
Source  Source 
 
16) Consider the following statements. 
 1. India has officially hit a total fertility rate (TFR) of 2.0  
 2. Total fertility rate (TFR) of about 2.1 children per woman is called replacement-level fertility and if 
replacement level fertility is sustained over a sufficiently long period, each generation will exactly replace itself.  
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 3. In India, the urban TFR is greater than the rural TFR. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2 only 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
The complete results of the National Family Health Survey-5 (NFHS-5) were made public. 
 
India has also officially hit a total fertility rate (TFR) of 2.0 that indicates a decrease from the 2.2 in the NFHS-4. 
According to the United Nations Population Division, a TFR of about 2.1 children per woman is called 
replacement-level fertility. If replacement level fertility is sustained over a sufficiently long period, each 
generation will exactly replace itself. The urban TFR is 1.6 and the rural TFR is 2.1 
 
Source 
 
17) According to National Family Health Survey-5 (NFHS-5) data, which of the following indicators have seen 

improvement in 2019-20, compared to 2015-16 levels? 
 1. Children under five who are stunted 
 2. Children under five who are wasted 
 3. Children under five who are underweight 
 4. Children aged six months to 59 months who are anaemic 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 4 
 b) 1, 2, 3 
 c) 2, 3, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
 Solution: b) 
 

 
 
Source 
 
18) PESA empowers gram sabhas to play a key role in approving development plans and controlling all social 

sectors. This includes 
1. Exercising control over all forest resources. 
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2. Managing local markets 
3. Preventing land alienation 
4. Regulating intoxicants 

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 1, 2, 3 
b) 2, 3, 4 
c) 1, 3, 4 
d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
Solution: b) 

 
PESA empowers gram sabhas to play a key role in approving development plans and controlling all social sectors. 
This includes the processes and personnel who implement policies, exercising control over minor (non-timber) 
forest resources, minor water bodies and minor minerals, managing local markets, preventing land alienation 
and regulating intoxicants among other things. 
 
The gram sabha would have the powers to monitor and prohibit the manufacturing, transport, sale and 
consumption of intoxicants within their village limits.  
 
Source 
 
19) Consider the following statements regarding PM MITRA Parks. 
 1. The scheme is to develop integrated large-scale industrial infrastructure facility for entire value-chain 
of the textile industry.  
 2. These parks will be setup at Greenfield / Brownfield sites located in different states. 
 3. These parks will be developed by a Special Purpose Vehicle which will be owned by the Central and 
State Government and in a Public Private Partnership (PPP) Mode. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
The Ministry of Textiles has issued the Notification for setting up of 7 PM MITRA Parks as announced in Union 
Budget for 2021-22. 
 
The scheme is to develop integrated large scale and modern industrial infrastructure facility for entire value-
chain of the textile industry.  
 
The 7 PM Mega Integrated Textile Region and Apparel (PM MITRA) Parks will be setup at Greenfield / Brownfield 
sites located in different willing States. 
 
PM MITRA park will be developed by a Special Purpose Vehicle which will be owned by State Government and 
Government of India in a Public Private Partnership (PPP) Mode.  
 
Source 
 
20) Consider the following statements. 
 1. National Highways and State Highways together constitute the maximum share of the total road length 
in India. 
 2. Recently the Government notified the constitution of National Road Safety Board which shall be 
responsible for promoting road safety, innovation and adoption of new technology for regulating traffic and 
motor vehicles.  
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Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
National Highways constituted 2.7% of India's total road network. 
 
Rural roads form a substantial portion of the country's road network, forming 72.97% of the total of roads, as of 
March 2020.  
 
Ministry of Road Transport & Highways has notified constitution of the National Road Safety Board. The Board 
shall be responsible for promoting road safety, innovation and adoption of new technology and for regulating 
traffic and motor vehicles. 
 
21) Consider the following statements regarding Intellectual Property Rights policy 2016 
 1. Intellectual Property Rights Policy is in compliance with WTO's agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of 
Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS). 
 2. It aims to remove compulsory licensing clause from India's Patents Act. 
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
Intellectual Property Rights Policy which is in compliance with WTO's (World Trade Organisation) agreement on 
TRIPS (Trade Related aspects of IPRs), aims to sustain entrepreneurship.  
 
As per the WTO norms, a compulsory licensing (CL) can be invoked by a government allowing a company to 
produce a patented product without the consent of the patent owner in public interest. Under the Indian Patents 
Act, a CL can be issued for a drug if the medicine is deemed unaffordable, among other conditions, and the 
government grants permission to qualified generic drug makers to manufacture it.  
 
22) Consider the following statements regarding Panchayat (Extension of the Scheduled Areas) Act, 1996. 

1. The act acknowledges the tribal communities’ traditional rights over natural resources.  
2. The act empowers Gram Sabhas to approve development plans and control social sectors in the 
scheduled areas. 
3. State governments are required to amend their respective Panchayat Raj Acts without making any law 
that would be inconsistent with the mandate of PESA. 

Which of the above statements is/ are correct? 
a) 1, 2 
b) 1, 3 
c) 2, 3 
d) 1, 2, 3 
 
Solution: d) 

 
The Panchayat (Extension of the Scheduled Areas) Act, 1996 or PESA, was enacted by the Centre to ensure self-
governance through gram sabhas (village assemblies) for people living in scheduled areas. It legally recognises the 
right of tribal communities, residents of the scheduled areas, to govern themselves through their own systems of 
self-government, and also acknowledges their traditional rights over natural resources. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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State governments were required to amend their respective Panchayat Raj Acts without making any law that 
would be inconsistent with the mandate of PESA. 
 
Six states have formed the PESA laws, and Chhattisgarh would become the seventh state if the rules are enacted. 
 
The PESA Act thus enables gram sabhas to maintain a safety net over their rights and surroundings against 
external or internal conflicts. 
 
Source 
 
23) Consider the following statements regarding Members of Parliament Local Area Development Scheme 

(MPLADS). 
 1. MPLAD is a central government scheme, under which MPs can recommend development programmes 
in their respective constituencies. 
 2. Nominated MPs are not part of the MPLADS scheme. 
 3. The guidelines for the MPLADS focus on the creation of only durable community assets like roads, 
school buildings etc. 
 4. The guidelines for use of MLALAD funds differ across states.  
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2, 4 
 b) 1, 3, 4 
 c) 1, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
 Solution: c) 
 

• MPLAD is a central government scheme, under which MPs can recommend development programmes 
involving spending of Rs 5 crore every year in their respective constituencies. 

• MPs from both Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha, including nominated ones, can do so. 

• States have their version of this scheme with varying amounts per MLA. Delhi has the highest allocation 
under MLALAD; each MLA can recommend works for up to Rs 10 crore each year. 

 
How does the scheme work? 

• The government transfers it directly to the respective local authorities. The legislators can only 
recommend works in their constituencies based on a set of guidelines. 

• For the MPLAD Scheme, the guidelines focus on the creation of durable community assets like roads, 
school buildings etc. 

• Recommendations for non-durable assets can be made only under limited circumstances. For example, 
recently the government allowed use of MPLAD funds for the purchase of personal protection 
equipment, coronavirus testing kits etc. 

• The guidelines for use of MLALAD funds differ across states. For example, Delhi MLAs can recommend the 
operation of fogging machines (to contain dengue mosquitoes), installation of CCTV cameras etc. 

• After the legislators give the list of developmental works, they are executed by the district authorities as 
per the governments financial, technical and administrative rules. 
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5. Science and Technology 
 
1) Consider the following statements regarding Zeolites. 
 1. Zeolites are highly porous, 3-D meshes of silica and alumina.  
 2. In nature, they occur where volcanic outflows have met water.  
 3. They are used in the oxygen concentrators, that separate oxygen from nitrogen in air. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
Zeolites are highly porous, 3-D meshes of silica and alumina. In nature, they occur where volcanic outflows 
have met water. Synthetic zeolites have proven to be a big and low-cost boon. One biomedical device that has 
entered our lexicon during the pandemic is the oxygen concentrator. This device has brought down the scale of 
oxygen purification from industrial-size plants to the volumes needed for a single person.  
The chemistry here is tailored to the task of separating oxygen from nitrogen in air. 
 
Source 
 
2) Consider the following statements regarding Dengue disease. 
 1. The disease has a seasonal pattern and it is not uniformly distributed throughout the year.  
 2. The peak for the disease comes soon after winter season. 
 3. Elisa tests are used to detect dengue. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1 only 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Every year, from July to November, an upsurge in cases of dengue has been observed. The disease has a seasonal 
pattern, i.e., the peak comes after monsoon and it is not uniformly distributed throughout the year. Dengue 
virus is transmitted through the bite of a female Aedes (Ae.) mosquito. Aedes is a day time feeder and can fly up 
to a limited distance of 400 meters. Dengue mosquitoes can’t breed once the temperature falls below 16 degrees. 
 
IgM and IgG antibodies test and NS1 antigen test. Both are done through ELISA kits and hence are popularly 
known as Elisa test. 
 
Source 
 
3) Consider the following statements. 
 1. India does not permit the commercial cultivation of GM rice. 
 2. Genetic Engineering Appraisal Committee is the apex regulator of GM crops in India. 
 3. GM seed companies must mandatorily obtain permission from Genetic Engineering Appraisal 
Committee for conducting field trials of GM crops in India. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 2 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
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 Solution: b) 
 
India does not permit the commercial cultivation of GM rice, but research groups are testing varieties of such 
rice in trial plots.  
 
Though the Genetic Engineering Appraisal Committee is the apex regulator of GM crops, it is mandated that 
trials of GM crops obtain permission from States.  
 
Source  
 
4) Consider the following statements regarding Norovirus. 

1. Norovirus is a bug similar to the diarrhoea-inducing rotavirus. 
2. Norovirus is highly contagious, and can be transmitted through contaminated food, water, and 
surfaces.  
3. The virus gets killed by steaming food and chlorinating water. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 1, 2  
c) 1, 3 
d) 1, 2, 3 
 
Solution: b) 

 
Norovirus, which infects people across age groups, is a bug similar to the diarrhoea-inducing rotavirus. Disease 
outbreaks typically occur aboard cruise ships, in nursing homes, dormitories, and other closed spaces. 
 
The initial symptoms of Norovirus are vomiting and/or diarrhoea, which show up one or two days after exposure 
to the virus. 
 
Norovirus is highly contagious, and can be transmitted through contaminated food, water, and surfaces. The 
primary route is oral-faecal. One may get infected multiple times as the virus has different strains. Norovirus is 
resistant to many disinfectants and heat up to 60°C. Therefore, merely steaming food or chlorinating water does 
not kill the virus. The virus can also survive many common hand sanitisers. 
 
It is the most common pathogen implicated in outbreaks of gastrointestinal disease (inflammation of the stomach 
and intestines), according to the World Health Organization. 
 
Source 
 
5) Consider the following statements regarding Metaverse, recently seen in news. 
 1. Metaverse is a parallel, virtual, world where users can have different identities, possessions and 
characters. 
 2. Facebook is the only company which has built a metaverse. 
 3. Interoperability is key to the success of metaverse. 
 4. Services could be offered virtually in exchange for virtual assets or Cryptocurrencies. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2, 3 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 1, 3, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Metaverse is as a parallel, virtual, world where users can have different identities, possessions and characters. 
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Interoperability is key to metaverse’s success. 
 
Metaverse is not something that just one company can build. Nor is Facebook the only one working on this.  
 
The metaverse is being envisioned as a new world order really, where your services could be offered virtually in 
exchange for other virtual assets, or Cryptocurrencies.  
 
According to Facebook’s definition, the metaverse will let users hang out with people who are not in the same 
physical space. “You’ll be able to hang out with friends, work, play, learn, shop, create, and more. 
 
Source 
 
6) WazirX, Coinswitch Kuber and CoinDCX are the examples of 
 a) Central Bank Digital Currencies 
 b) Crypto Exchanges 
 c) Cryptocurrency 
 d) Digital Wallets 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
WazirX, CoinSwitch Kuber And CoinDCX are some of the Cryptocurrency Exchanges in India. 
 
7) Consider the following statements regarding Hybrid immunity with reference to SARS-CoV-2. 
 1. Hybrid immunity refers to a combination of natural infection with a single dose of vaccine. 
 2. Several studies show that hybrid immunity provides greater protection than fully vaccinated people 
without prior infection. 
 3. The immunological advantage from hybrid immunity arises from memory B cells which evolve in the 
lymph nodes. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
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Source 
 
8) Genetically Modified foods are derived from plants whose genes are artificially modified, usually by inserting 

genetic material from another organism, in order to give it a new property, such as 
 1. Increased yield 
 2. Tolerance to a herbicide 
 3. Resistance to disease or drought 
 4. Improve its nutritional value 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 3 
 b) 1, 3, 4 
 c) 2, 3, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
GM foods are derived from plants whose genes are artificially modified, usually by inserting genetic material from 
another organism, in order to give it a new property, such as increased yield, tolerance to a herbicide, resistance 
to disease or drought, or to improve its nutritional value.  
 
Source 
 
9) Consider the following statements. 
 1. No GM food crop has ever been approved for commercial cultivation and field trails in India. 
 2. Among the countries which buy Indian rice, West Asian nations, the U.S. and the U.K. are the biggest 
importers of non-basmati rice. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: d) 
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Golden rice, which involves the insertion of genes from a plant -- both daffodils and maize have been used -- and 
a soil bacterium to create a grain that is enriched with Vitamin A. 
 
India has approved commercial cultivation of only one GM crop, Bt cotton. No GM food crop has ever been 
approved for commercial cultivation in the country. However, confined field trials have been allowed for at 
least 20 GM crops.  
 
Among the 75 countries which buy Indian rice, West Asian nations, the U.S. and the U.K. are the biggest 
importers of basmati, while the majority of non-basmati goes to African countries and neighbours Nepal and 
Bangladesh. 
 
Source 
 
10) International Lunar Research Station (ILRS) project is a planned project by 
 a) United States of America 
 b) China 
 c) India 
 d) European Union 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
China’s next moon missions — Chang’e 6,7, and 8 — could contribute to the construction of an International 
Lunar Research Station in the south pole of the moon. The ILRS will have a space station orbiting the Moon, a 
base on the surface that will have several intelligent robots performing a variety of jobs. To support the ILRS, 
Beijing hopes to build a super-heavy rocket Long March CZ-9 before the end of this decade. 
 
China has also added an international dimension to its moon plans by inviting other countries to participate in the 
ILRS project. Russia, once a leading space actor, has now joined hands with China on the ILRS.  
 
Source 
 
11) Consider the following statements regarding Geospatial data. 
 1. Geospatial data is the data about objects or events that have a location on the surface of the earth.  
 2. Geospatial data can be provided for only those objects that are static in nature. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
Geospatial data is data about objects, events, or phenomena that have a location on the surface of the earth. 
The location may be static in the short-term, like the location of a road, an earthquake event, malnutrition 
among children, or dynamic like a moving vehicle or pedestrian, the spread of an infectious disease. Geospatial 
data combines location information, attribute information (the characteristics of the object, event, or phenomena 
concerned), and often also temporal information or the time at which the location and attributes exist. Geo-
spatial data usually involves information of public interest such as roads, localities, rail lines, water bodies, and 
public amenities. The past decade has seen an increase in the use of geo-spatial data in daily life with various apps 
such as food delivery apps like Swiggy or Zomato, e-commerce like Amazon or even weather apps. 
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6. International Relations and Organisations 
 
1) Build Back Better World (B3W) is the initiative undertaken by 
 a) G20 Countries 
 b) G7 Countries 
 c) OECD 
 d) ASEAN 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
Build Back Better World (B3W) is an initiative undertaken by G7 countries. Launched in June 2021, the initiative 
is designed to counter China's strategic influence of the BRI Project (Belt and Road Initiative) by providing an 
alternative to the Belt and Road Initiative for the infrastructure development of the low- and middle-income 
countries. 
 
Source  Source 
 
2) Consider the following statements regarding the recently launched Infrastructure for Resilient Island States 

(IRIS). 
 1. Infrastructure for Resilient Island States is the first major initiative by the Coalition for Disaster Resilient 
Infrastructure (CDRI). 
 2. It aims to secure and strengthen critical infrastructure in small island states against disasters induced 
by climate change.  
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched a new programme to secure and strengthen critical infrastructure in 
small island states against disasters induced by climate change. Infrastructure for Resilient Island States or IRIS is 
the first major initiative by the Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure (CDRI) started by India in 2019. 
 
Source 
 
3) Consider the following statements regarding Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure (CDRI). 
 1. CDRI is India’s first international climate initiative. 

2. The Coalition will create new climate-proof infrastructure in member countries.  
 3. It will also serve as a ‘knowledge centre’ for member countries to share and learn best practices with 
respect to disaster-proofing of infrastructure. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 3 
 b) 2, 3 
 c) 3 only 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
What is Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure (CDRI)? 
 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/at-the-quad-forming-habits-of-cooperation/article36765059.ece
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Build_Back_Better_World
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-iris-cdri-infrastructure-climate-change-7601611/


INSTA CURRENT AFFAIRS QUIZ 

www.insightsonindia.com                           47                                                                                InsightsIAS 

The effort is to climate-proof critical infrastructure in member countries. Twenty-six countries, including the US, 
Germany, UK, Australia, Brazil, Bangladesh, Afghanistan, Nepal, Bhutan, Sri Lanka, and Japan are already part of 
the coalition. 
 
The coalition will not create any new infrastructure — rather, it will serve as a ‘knowledge centre’ for member 
countries to share and learn best practices with respect to disaster-proofing of infra. It will work towards making 
existing and upcoming infrastructure in member countries more robust and resilient against climate disasters 
such as floods, heat, cyclones, forest fires, and rain. 
 
The aim of CDRI is to minimise the damage and disruptions. 
 
CDRI is India’s second international climate initiative; the first was the International Solar Alliance (ISA), launched 
at the 2015 Paris climate change conference. 
 
Source 
 
4) Consider the following statements regarding International Solar Alliance (ISA). 
 1. International Solar Alliance (ISA) was launched at the 2015 Paris climate change conference. 
 2. ISA is working towards boosting the use of solar power in the Equatorial and tropical regions, mainly by 
bringing down the cost of technology and finance, which can facilitate rapid deployment of solar energy.  
 3. ISA was an attempt by India to claim climate mission leadership at the global level. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
International Solar Alliance (ISA), launched at the 2015 Paris climate change conference. 
 
ISA’s main objective is to promote largescale harnessing and exploitation of solar energy. Equatorial and tropical 
regions get very good sunlight for most of the year, which is sufficient to meet the energy demands of many 
countries in this belt. 
ISA is working towards boosting the use of solar power in the region, mainly by bringing down the cost of 
technology and finance, which can facilitate rapid, mass deployment of solar energy. It hopes to do so by 
aggregating the demand from a large number of countries, standardising equipment and grid, and promoting 
research and development. 
 
ISA and Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure (CDRI) are an attempt by India to claim climate mission 
leadership at the global level. 
 
Source 
 
5) Which of the following are the global initiatives pioneered by India? 
 1. International Solar Alliance (ISA) 
 2. Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure (CDRI) 
 3. Leadership Group for Industry Transition (LeadIT) 
 4. Third World Network (TWN) 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 4 
 b) 1, 3, 4 
 c) 1 only 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
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 Solution: d) 
 
The global initiatives pioneered by India include the International Solar Alliance (ISA), Coalition for Disaster 
Resilient Infrastructure (CDRI) and the Leadership Group for Industry Transition (LeadIT). 
 
Source 
 
6) Nagorno-Karabakh conflict, sometimes seen in news was between 
 a) Iran and Azerbaijan 
 b) Russia and Azerbaijan 
 c) Armenia and Azerbaijan 
 d) Armenia and Georgia 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
The Nagorno-Karabakh conflict is an ethnic and territorial conflict between Armenia and Azerbaijan over the 
disputed region of Nagorno-Karabakh. 
 

 
 
7) Consider the following statements regarding Ashgabat Agreement. 
 1. Ashgabat agreement is a multimodal transport agreement that is intended to enhance connectivity 
within Eurasian region. 
 2. It facilitates transportation of goods between Central Asia and the Persian Gulf. 
 3. Both India and Pakistan formally joined the Agreement at the same time. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
The Ashgabat agreement is a multimodal transport agreement between the governments 
of Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan, Iran, India, Pakistan, and Oman for creating an international transport 
and transit corridor facilitating transportation of goods between Central Asia and the Persian Gulf. The 
agreement came into force in April 2016. 
 
Pakistan has also joined the Agreement from November 2016. India formally joined in February 2018. 
 
8) Consider the following statements. 
 1. Under international law contained in the General Agreements on Tariffs and Trade, countries can 
deviate from their most favoured nation (MFN) status obligations on grounds of national security.  
 2. India is a signatory to the 1951 Refugee Convention.  
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 3. India is bound by the principle of non-refoulment, which prohibits a country from returning refugees to 
countries where they face a threat of persecution on account of race, religion and nationality. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Under international law contained in the General Agreements on Tariffs and Trade, countries can deviate from 
their MFN obligations on grounds of national security.  
 
India is not a signatory to the Refugee Convention.  
 
India is bound by the principle of non-refoulment (a customary international law principle that prohibits a 
country from returning refugees to countries where they face a clear threat of persecution on account of race, 
religion, nationality, political opinion, among others).  
 
Source 
 
9) Evergrande crisis, recently in news pertains to 
 a) United States of America 
 b) Russia 
 c) China 
 d) Japan 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
The Evergrande liquidity crisis refers to the ongoing financial situation of Chinese property developer Evergrande 
Group.  
 
Source 
 
10) Member States of which of the following organisation declared the first Thursday of November as 

the International Day against Violence and Bullying at School Including Cyberbullying. 
 a) Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD)  
 b) European Union 
 c) UNESCO 
 d) Amnesty International 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
UNESCO Member States declared the first Thursday of November, the International Day against Violence and 
Bullying at School Including Cyberbullying, recognizing that school-related violence in all its forms is an 
infringement of children and adolescents’ rights to education and to health and well-being. 
 
Source 
 
11) Only half of children aged 6-23 months are being fed the minimum recommended number of meals a day 

across the world, according to ‘Fed to Fail’ report. The ‘Fed to Fail’ report is released by 
 a) World Bank 
 b) UNESCO 
 c) UNICEF 
 d) Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO)  
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 Solution: c) 
 
Only half of children aged 6-23 months are being fed the minimum recommended number of meals a day across 
the world, while just a third consume the minimum number of food groups they need to thrive, according to a 
new Unicef report analysing over 91 countries. 
 
12) Consider the following statements regarding G20 grouping. 
 1. The G20 is an informal group of 19 countries and the European Union, with representatives of the 
International Monetary Fund and the World Bank. 
 2. The G20 membership comprises a mix of the world’s largest advanced and emerging economies, 
representing about two-thirds of the world’s population. 
 3. The G20 has its permanent secretariat in New York. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 

• The G20 is an informal group of 19 countries and the European Union, with representatives of the 
International Monetary Fund and the World Bank. 

• The G20 membership comprises a mix of the world’s largest advanced and emerging economies, representing 
about two-thirds of the world’s population, 85% of global gross domestic product, 80% of global investment 
and over 75% of global trade. 

• The members of the G20 are Argentina, Australia, Brazil, Canada, China, France, Germany, India, Indonesia, 
Italy, Japan, Republic of Korea, Mexico, Russia, Saudi Arabia, South Africa, Turkey, the United Kingdom, the 
United States and the European Union. 

• It does not have any permanent secretariat or headquarters. 
 
13) Consider the following statements regarding Artemis Accords. 
 1. Artemis Accords was led by China. 
 2. The accords are an agreement to abide by a set of principles to guide the expanding human activity on 
the moon. 
 3. Recently India signed the accord. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2, 3 
 c) 2 only 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
A year ago, eight countries led by the United States signed the so-called Artemis Accords. The accords are an 
agreement to abide by a broad set of principles to guide the expanding human activity on the moon – ranging 
from mining resources to setting up lunar colonies. The eight signatories were from Australia, Canada, Italy, 
Japan, Luxembourg, United Arab Emirates, United Kingdom, and the United States. Since then, many others have 
joined — Brazil, South Korea, New Zealand, and Ukraine. 
The US has invited India to join the accords. 
 
Source 
 
14) Consider the following statements. 
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 1. Freedom of navigation (FON) is a principle of customary international law that ships flying the flag of 
any sovereign state shall not suffer interference from other states, apart from the exceptions provided for in 
international law. 
 2. Freedom of navigation is codified under United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS).  
 3. UN Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) authorises other States to carry out military exercises 
in the Exclusive Economic Zone with the use of weapons or explosives, without the consent of the coastal state. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
 c) 1, 2, 3 
  
 Solution: b) 
 
Freedom of navigation (FON) is a principle of customary international law that ships flying the flag of 
any sovereign state shall not suffer interference from other states, apart from the exceptions provided for in 
international law. This right is now also codified as Article 87(1)a of the 1982 United Nations Convention on the 
Law of the Sea. 
 
UN Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) does not authorise other States to carry out in the Exclusive 
Economic Zone and on the continental shelf, military exercises or manoeuvres, in particular those involving the 
use of weapons or explosives, without the consent of the coastal state. 
 
Source  Source 
 
15) Consider the following statements regarding International Law Commission (ILC). 
 1. It is a United Nations body responsible for the codification and progressive development of 
international law. 
 2. In 2021, it was the first time that India’s candidate was elected as the member of ILC. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
The recent election of India’s candidate, Bimal Patel, to the United Nation’s International Law Commission (ILC) is 
noteworthy because this is the first time that India has nominated a professor of international law to the ILC, a 
body responsible for the codification and progressive development of international law. Mr. Patel’s 
predecessor, Aniruddha Rajput, was a practitioner. Before Mr. Rajput’s election, for several decades India 
routinely nominated retired officials from the Legal and Treaties Division (L&T) of the Ministry of External Affairs 
(MEA). 
 
The Statute of the International Law Commission provides that the Commission shall consist of 34 members "who 
shall be persons of recognised competence in international law." 
The members of the Commission are to be elected by the General Assembly from a list of candidates nominated 
by the Governments of States Members of the United Nations. 
 
Source 
 
16) Consider the following statements regarding World Trade Organization (WTO). 
 1. The World Trade Organization (WTO) is the only global international organization dealing with the rules 
of trade between nations. 

2. WTO is a consensus-based, members-driven organization. 
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 3. The WTO Ministerial Conference, which is held every year since the establishment of WTO, is 
the highest decision-making body of the WTO. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
About World Trade Organization (WTO): 

• The World Trade Organization (WTO) is the only global international organization dealing with the rules 
of trade between nations. 

• At its heart are the WTO agreements, negotiated and signed by the bulk of the world’s trading nations 
and ratified in their parliaments. 

• The WTO’s goal is to help producers of goods and services, exporters, and importers conduct their 
business. 

• The WTO Ministerial Conference is the highest decision-making body of the World Trade Organization. 

• This conference is attended by the Trade Ministers and other officials from the organization’s 164 
members. So far from 1996, there have been 11 ministerial conferences. 

• WTO is a consensus-based, members-driven organization. The main advantage of this approach is that 
the decision taken is acceptable to all members. 

• Under the Marrakesh Agreement Establishing the WTO, the Ministerial Conference is to meet at least 
once every two years. 

 
17) Consider the following statements regarding International Court of Justice. 
 1. ICJ acts as an appeal court for any international tribunal. 
 2. The judgements of the ICJ are final and without appeal. 
 3. UN Security Council cannot enforce ICJ rulings. 
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 3 only 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
The ICJ is not a supreme court to which national courts can turn; it does not act as a court of last resort for 
individuals. Nor is it an appeal court for any international tribunal. It can, however, rule on the validity of arbitral 
awards. 
 
The Court can only hear a dispute when requested to do so by one or more States. It cannot deal with a dispute 
on its own initiative. Neither is it permitted, under its Statute, to investigate and rule on acts of sovereign States 
as it chooses. 
 
Judgments are final and without appeal. If there is a dispute about the meaning or scope of a judgment, the only 
possibility is for one of the parties to make a request to the Court for an interpretation. In the event of the 
discovery of a fact hitherto unknown to the Court which might be a decisive factor, either party may apply for 
revision of the judgment. 
 
United Nations Charter authorizes the UN Security Council to enforce Court rulings. However, such enforcement 
is subject to the veto power of the five permanent members of the council. 
 

 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/


INSTA CURRENT AFFAIRS QUIZ 

www.insightsonindia.com                           53                                                                                InsightsIAS 

7. Polity 
 
1) Consider the following statements.  

1. During the election period, the Election Commission of India (ECI) can order the government to observe 
election related guidelines.   
 2. When on election duty, government officers work under the control of the ECI and not the 
government. 
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
Very few election commissions in the world have such wide-ranging powers as the Election Commission of India. 
EC takes decisions on every aspect of conduct and control of elections from the announcement of elections to the 
declaration of results. 
It implements the Code of Conduct and punishes any candidate or party that violates it. 
During the election period, the EC can order the government to follow some guidelines, to prevent use and 
misuse of governmental power to enhance its chances to win elections, or to transfer some government officials. 
 
2) Consider the following statements. 

1. The Rajya Sabha indirectly represents the States whose legislators elect it. 
2. Rajya Sabha acts as a federal chamber to politically resolve most of India’s federal conflicts. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only  
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
Solution: a) 

 
The Rajya Sabha indirectly represents the States whose legislators elect it. 
 
The Rajya Sabha is not empowered to neutralise the demographic weight of the populous States with larger 
representation in the popular chamber; it cannot veto its legislations, unlike the U.S. Senate. It can only delay. 
 
Most of India’s federal conflicts are structural, reinforced by operational abuses. Yet, there is no federal chamber 
to politically resolve such conflicts. 
 
3) Which of the following can be identified as the core objectives of Indian federalism? 

1. Unity in diversity 
2. Devolution in authority 
3. Decentralization in administration 

Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 1 only 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
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Federalism is the most relevant factor of modern constitutionalism. The core objectives of Indian federalism are 
unity in diversity, devolution in authority, and decentralization in administration. Through federalism, the State 
pursues the goal of common welfare in the midst of wide diversity in socio-cultural, economic spheres. 
 
Source 
 
4) The right to protest is the manifestation of which of the following Fundamental Rights? 

a) Right to Freedom of Assembly 
b) Right to Freedom of Association  
c) Right to Freedom of Speech 

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 1, 2 
b) 1, 3 
c) 2, 3 
d) 1, 2, 3 

 
 Solution: d) 
 
The right to protest is the manifestation of three Fundamental Rights: 

1. Right to Freedom of Assembly 
2. Right to Freedom of Association and 
3. Right to Freedom of Speech 

 
5) Consider the following statement. 
 1. Article 222 of the Constitution provides for the transfer of a judge from one High Court to any other 
High Court.  
 2. Article 222 does not provide for the transfer of the Chief Justice of a High Court. 
 3. Supreme Court collegium can recommend transfer of Chief Justice of a High Court. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
The Supreme Court collegium’s recommendation to transfer the Chief Justice of the Madras High Court to the 
Meghalaya High Court, as well as the senior-most judge of the Allahabad High Court to the Madras High Court, 
has raised eyebrows. 
 
Article 222 of the Constitution provides for the transfer of a judge (including Chief Justice) from one High Court 
to any other High Court. In the case of Justice Banerjee, since the proposal came from the Supreme Court 
collegium, the Central government, which has to advise the President of India, is entitled to ask for relevant 
material before tendering any advise. If it is not satisfied, the Central government can ask the Supreme Court to 
reconsider its decision. 
 
Source 
 
6) Which of the following are the powers of the Election Commission of India? 
 1. Notify the updated list of registered political parties. 
 2. Deregister inactive political parties. 
 3. Allow symbols to the political parties. 
 4. Sets limits on poll expenses. 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 3 
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 b) 1, 3, 4 
 c) 2, 3, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
The Election Commission on September 23 notified the updated list of registered political parties that included 
2,796 registered unrecognised parties, at a time it has sought the power to deregister inactive parties. 
 
While the EC has the power to register parties under the Representation of the People Act, 1951, it does not 
have the power to deregister parties that are inactive. 
 
The election commission has the right to allow symbols to the political parties. It gives recognition to the national 
parties, state parties and regional parties. It sets limits on poll expenses. The commission prepare electoral rolls 
and update the voter's list from time to time. Notifications of dates and schedules of election for filing 
nominations are issued by the commission. It is noteworthy that Election commission cannot allot same symbol to 
two regional political parties even if they are not in the same state. 
 
Source  Source 
 
7) Consider the following statements. 
 1. Right to protest is a separate right in the Indian Constitution. 
 2. As per Article 19(1)(b), the citizens of India get the right to assemble peacefully.  
 3. Article 19(1)(a) guarantees the freedom of speech and expression. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
It is true that the right to protest is not a separate right in the Indian Constitution. It is implicit in Article 19(1)(a), 
which guarantees the freedom of speech and expression, and in Article 19(1)(b), the right to assemble peacefully. 
It is integral to the right to protection of life and personal liberty enshrined in Article 21. 
 
Source 
 
8) Consider the following statements. 
 1. The Constitution of India places the appointment of district judges in the domain of the states. 
 2. High Courts exercise jurisdiction over the subordinate judiciary in the state. 
 3. District judges are selected through a process conducted by the State Public Service Commissions and 
the concerned High Court. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
How are district judges currently recruited? 

• Articles 233 and 234 of the Constitution of India deal with the appointment of district judges, and place 
it in the domain of the states. 
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• The selection process is conducted by the State Public Service Commissions and the concerned High 
Court, since High Courts exercise jurisdiction over the subordinate judiciary in the state. Panels of High 
Court judges interview candidates after the exam and select them for appointment. 

• All judges of the lower judiciary up to the level of district judge are selected through the Provincial Civil 
Services (Judicial) exam. PCS(J) is commonly referred to as the judicial services exam. 

 
Source 
 
 

 
8. History, Art and Culture 

 
1) Consider the following statements regarding Rani Gaidinliu. 
 1. Gaidinliu was a Naga spiritual and political leader who led a revolt against British rule in India. 
 2. She was associated with ‘Heraka movement’, that was based on ancestral Naga religion. 
 3. Recently the Union Government called her the “Daughter of the Hills” and gave her the title “Rani” or 
queen. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
Union Home Minister Amit Shah virtually laid the foundation stone for the ‘Rani Gaidinliu Tribal Freedom 
Fighters Museum’ in Manipur’s Tamenglong district.  
 
Gaidinliu (26 January 1915 – 17 February 1993) was a Naga spiritual and political leader who led a revolt 
against British rule in India. 
 
At 13, she became associated with freedom fighter and religious leader, Haipou Jadonang, and became his 
lieutenant in his social, religious and political movement. Jadonang, who was also a Rongmei, started the ‘Heraka 
movement’, based on ancestral Naga religion, and envisioned an independent Naga kingdom (or Naga-Raja). 
 
Rani Gandiliu’s association with Jadonang prepared her to fight the British. After the execution of Jadonang, she 
took up the leadership of the movement — which slowly turned political from religious. Rani started a serious 
revolt against the British and was eventually imprisoned for life. She was released after 14 years, in 1947. 
 
Acknowledging her role in the struggle against the British, Jawaharlal Nehru called her the “Daughter of the 
Hills” and gave her the title “Rani” or queen.  
 
Source 
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9. States 
 
1) Consider the following statements. 

1. Madhya Pradesh has the largest tribal population and also highest number of Particularly Vulnerable 
Tribal Groups (PVTG) in India. 
2. Panchayats (Extension to Scheduled Areas) Act, 1996, allows self-governance through gram sabhas for 
people living in scheduled areas. 
3. Bhil, Gonds and Baiga are some of the tribal communities present in Madhya Pradesh. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1, 2 
b) 2 only 
c) 2, 3 
d) 1, 2, 3 
 
Solution: c) 

 
Madhya Pradesh has the largest tribal population of the country, with 46 recognised scheduled tribes, of which 
three are Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PVTG) spread across the 52 districts in the state. 
 
The Bhil community comprises nearly 40 per cent of the total tribal population followed by the Gond tribe that 
constitute another 34 per cent of the 1.53 crore tribal population. 
 
The state government announced the implementation of the Panchayats (Extension to Scheduled Areas) Act, 
1996, which allows self-governance through traditional gram sabhas for people living in scheduled areas. This 
was followed by legalising mohua, a staple drink of the tribals, which will be sold as ‘heritage liquor’.  
 
Source 
 
 

 
10. Agriculture 

 
1) Among the winners of this year’s Padma awards is Rahibai Popere, who has helped save hundreds of 

landraces. Consider the following statements regarding Landraces. 
 1. Landraces refer to naturally occurring variants of commonly cultivated crops. 
 2. These are improved variants of commercially grown crops, which are developed by selective breeding 
or through genetic engineering. 
 3. kalbhat, a scented rice is an example of landrace variant. 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
Among the winners of this year’s Padma awards is Rahibai Popere, popularly known as Seedmother. Her Padma 
Shri is a recognition of her work that has helped save hundreds of landraces (wild varieties of commonly grown 
crops) at the village level. 
 
Landraces refer to naturally occurring variants of commonly cultivated crops. These are as opposed to 
commercially grown crops, which are developed by selective breeding (hybrids) or through genetic engineering 
to express a certain trait over others.  
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Biodiversity allows a natural mechanism for crops to develop traits to face challenging situations. However, given 
the large-scale human interference in crop selection, that ability is now lost in most commercially crops 
 
Naturally occurring landraces have a large pool of still untapped genetic material, which can provide solutions. 
Genetic diversity is nature’s survival mechanism. The wider the gene pool, the more the chance of developing a 
trait that can help in surviving extreme climate events. 
 
kalbhat, a unique landrace of scented rice. Over the years, this variant had almost vanished from cultivators’ 
fields as hybrid variants became popular. It has better climate resilience than popularly grown rice and can 
withstand flood or drought better. 
 
Source 
 
 

 
11. Defence and Security 

 
1) Consider the following statements. 
 1. Agni 5 is India’s long-range nuclear capable surface-to-surface ballistic missile. 
 2. It can reach countries across other continents, including parts of Africa and Europe. 
 3. It is a “non-canisterised” missile. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
Agni 5 is India’s long-range surface-to-surface ballistic missile, which can hit a target with a precision that is 
5,000 km away. It can reach countries across other continents, including parts of Africa and Europe. 
 
Though the government has claimed that it has a maximum range of around 5,000 km, several reports suggest 
that it can hit targets as distant as 8,000 km. The nuclear capable missile can carry a warhead of around 1,500 kg 
and has a launch weight of 50,000 kg, making it one of the most potent missiles in the country. 
 
What makes Agni 5 agile is that it is a “canisterised” missile. It means that the missile can be launched from 
road and rail platforms, making it easier for it to be deployed and launched at a quicker pace. The 
canisterisation, which is an encapsulated system in which the missile is stored and launched from, also gives the 
missile a longer shelf life, protecting it from the harsher climatic conditions. 
 
Source 
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12. Reports and Indices 
 
1) Consider the following statements. 
 1. The World Bank releases its World Economic Outlook (WEO) twice every year. 
 2. The World Economic Outlook reports act as benchmark for all economies to compare and contrast. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
Twice every year — April and October — the IMF comes out with its World Economic Outlook (WEO). It does 
provide regular “updates” to the WEO on other occasions. The WEO reports are significant because they are 
based on a wide set of assumptions about a whole host of parameters — such as the international price of crude 
oil — and set the benchmark for all economies to compare and contrast. 
 
Source 
 
 

 
13. Maps / Places 

 
1) The countries bordering Myanmar are 
 1. Laos  
 2. Vietnam 
 3. Bangladesh 
 4. Thailand 
 5. Malaysia 
Select the correct answer code: 

a) 1, 3, 4 
 b) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 c) 1, 3, 4, 5 
 d) 2, 3, 4, 5 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
Myanmar is bordered by Bangladesh and India to its northwest, China to its northeast, Laos and Thailand to its 
east and southeast, and the Andaman Sea and the Bay of Bengal to its south and southwest. 
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2) The countries bordering Tunisia are 
 1. Algeria 
 2. Niger 
 3. Libya 
 4. Chad 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 3 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 1, 3, 4 
 d) 2, 3, 4 
 
 Solution: b) 
 

 
 
3) Consider the following statements. 
 1. Belarus is a landlocked country in Eastern Europe. 
 2. It shares its border with Russia, Ukraine and Poland. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: c) 
 

 
 
Source 
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