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GENERAL STUDHAS

Topics: Indian culture will cover the salient aspects of Art Forms, Literature and
Architecture from ancient to modern times.

1. Buddhist Circuit

Context:

Centre has planned majarfrastructure pushfor Buddhist CircuitThe Union Tourism Ministry has
aggressively started tourism promotion with participation of the industry stakeholders, especially after the
dramatic impovement of Covid situation in the country and achievement of vaccination targets.

What is Budihist Circuit?
The Buddhist Circuit project wasnounced by the central government
in 2016.Since then, Rs 343 crore has been sanctioned for the project
under various schemes.
The Buddhist circuit ia route that follows inthe footsteps of
the Buddhafrom Lumbiniin Nepal where he was bormitough
Bihar in India where he attained enlightenment,Sarnath and
Kushinagatin Uttar Pradesh in India, where he gave his first teachings and died.

= Vaishali

Bodh Gaya

UaF s

Devdopment of the circuit: + ST INDIA
' YRSNI GKS aAyAadNE 2F ¢z2dr . .2a Tl 33REET™
Swadesh Darshan schenmultiple projects g’”
have been undertaken in Madhya Pradesh, [~ P s ‘
Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, @arat and Andhra N G A
Pradesh. g AT G R
In Bihar and Uttar Pradesh, the plan is to
further develop the sites of Bodh Gaya, | oend
Nalanda, Rajgir, Viashali, Sarnath, Shravasti,

|9 < jé

Kushinagar, Kaushambi, Sankisa and
Kapilavastu

. . . . 1
These sitesurrently receive approximately six | " \
per cent of nationwide foreign touristrrivals, !
with Sarnath and Bodh Gayleading the pack.

Coverage:
Initially, it was envisaged only to seven major
Buddhist pilgrimage sites in Uttar Pradesh ang
Bihar, later it was expanded to 21 more states
G2 YF1S Al EnstRdaltoiEtciElitNAE G (G NI y &
It hasidentified stupas and viharas in these 21 statewound which small intratate Buddhist zones
will be developed.
The states now that will be covered include Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, Kerala, West Bengal, Goa
Gujarat and Jammé& Kashmir.
The Buddhist circuit hdsur international and two domesticirports, while two more in the pipeline.
There are alsplans of developing helicopter servicesd improving international connectivity under
the UDAN scheme.

Swadesh Darshan Scheme

It was launched by the Ministry of Tourism201415 to developtheme-based tourist circuitdn the country.
It is a 100%entrally funded scheméor project components undertaken for public funding.
It also hagrovision for leveraging voluntary funding undétorporate Social Responsibility (CSR)
initiatives of Central Public Sector Undertakings and the corporate sector.

Under this schemel 3 thematiccircuits have been identifiedor development.
www.insightsonindia.com 6 InsightslAS
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These are:

) o Buddhist Site Features
1. Buddhist Circuit,
2. North-East India Lumbini, Nepal It is the place where Queen Mayadevi gave birth to Siddhartha Gautama.
Circuit,
3. Coastal Circuit Kapilavastu, Uttar Kapilavastu was the capital of Shakya.
) . ! Pradesh It was the was the childhood home of Gautama Buddha
4. Himalayan
Circuit, Bodh Gaya, Bihar It is the place where Gautama Buddha is said to have obtained Enlightenment.
5. Krishna Circuit, Mahabodhi Temple, located in Bodh Gaya, is a UNESCO World Heritage Site.
6. Desert Circuit, - - -
7 Eco Ci . Sarnath, Varanasi, The deer park in Sarnath is where Gautama Buddha first taught the Dharma.
' (?0 - II’CU.It, . Uttar Pradesh It is also where the Buddhist Sangha came into existence.
8. Wildlife CII‘CUIt, It was also the site of the Buddha's DhammacakkappavattanaSutta, which was
9. Tribal Circuit his first teaching after attaining enlightenment.
10. Rural Circut, Raigir, Naland It was the first capital of the kingdom of Magadh
. . . ajgir, Nalanda, was the first capital of the kingdom of Magadha.
11. Spiritual CII‘CL.JIt, | Bihar The two rock-cut caves here, were the favourite retreats of the Buddha.
12. Ramayana Circuit It was on Rajgir hill that Buddha preached two of his most famous sermons.
and Rajgir is equally important for the Jains as well as Hindus,
13. Heritage Circuit. - : - - - —
Shravasti, Uttar It is closely associated with the life of Gautama Buddha, who is believed to have
. Pradesh spent 24 Chaturmasas here.
Insta CuriousDo you Shravasti was the capital of the Kosala Kingdom.,
know about the
International Buddhist Vaishali, Bihar Gautama Buddha gave his last sermon here.
Conclave? Where will be
the upcoming caclave Kushinagar, Uttar This is the place where Gautama Buddha attained Parinirvana after his death.
be held? Reference: read | pradesh
this.
InstaLinks: 5. Who are Bodhisattvas?
Prelims Link: 6. Different plaes associated with the life of
1. Buddhism Origin and Spread. Buddha.
2. Different sects under Buthism. 7. Various Buddhist Councils.
3. Various Mudras.
4. Differences between Hinayana and Mains Link:Discuss the relevance of Buddha and

Mahayana Sects.

2. Who areNihang®

Context:

Last year, a group of Nihaslgad chopped off the hand of a policeman in Patiala with a sword after he asked

his thoughts today.

them to show 'movement passes' during the Covid lockdown.

This year, they have again killed a man r@iaghu bordein New Delhi, allegedly for desecrating a

sacred text.

Who isa Nihan@

Nihang isan order of Sikiwarriors. They are characterised by blue robes, antiquatet
arms such as swords and spears, and decorated turbans surmounted by steel quc §

ZKI

G R2Sa

iKS

G2NR WbAKFYy3IQ YSIyK

Etymologically the word nihang in Persian meanslégator, sword and perbut the characteristics of Nihangs
seem to stem more from the Sanskrit word nihshank which meatiout fear, unblemished, pure, carefree
and indifferent to worldly gains and comfort.

Origin:
Sources trace their origin ©8uru Gobind SindRa & 2 dzy’ 3 S NJ & 2 y A70%),Whb Srike appeafed K
iy GKS DdzNHzQa LINBaSyOS RNBAASR Ay | ot dS OK2fl |
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On seeing his son look so majestic, the Guru remarked that it shall be the dress of Nihangs, the reckless
soldiers ofthe Khalsa

How were Nihangs different fsm other Sikhs, and other Sikh warriors?
Nihangs observthe Khalsa code of condudan its strictest senselhey do not profess any allegiance to an
earthly master.Instead of saffron they hoist a blue Nishan Sahib (flag) atop their shrines.

What is ther role in Sikh history?
Nihangs had a major role in defending the Sikh panth after the fatleofirst Sikh rule (171€.5)when
Mughal governors were killing Sikhs, and during the onslaught of Afghan inkaderd Shah Durrani
(174865).
Nihangsalso took control of the religious affair$ the Sikhs at Akal Bunga (now known as Akal Takht)
in Amritsar. They did not consider themselves subordinate to any Sikh chief and thus maintained the
independent existence.
Their clout came to an end afténe fall of Sikh Empire in 184%hen the Britsh authorities of Punjab
appointed a manager (sarbrah) for the administration of the Golden Temple in 1859.

r

Insta CuriousDo you know who fought the Third 2. Who helped Ahmed Shah Dunignvade
Battle of Panipat in 17617 Reference: r¢ad. India?
3. What is the difference between Shardai,
InstaLinks: Sukhnidhan and Shaheedi deg?
Prelims Link: 4. Who was Guru Gobind Singh? His
1. What is Khalsa code of conduct? contributions to Sikh community?

Mains Link:Who are Nihangs? Howethey different from other Sikhs, and other Sikh warriors? Discuss.

3. Kushinagar, a Buddhist pilgrimage town:

Context:

Prime Minister Narendra Modi recently inauguratih@ Kushinagar internatinal airport.
The airport in eastern URhe third international airportin the electionrbound state, will mainly
servicethe Buddhist tourism circuit.

The Sri Lankan Airlindfght carrying
monks and dignitaries wake first to KUSHINAGAR VITALS

land at the airport. PILGRIMAGE CENTRE, VERY FEW BUDDHISTS:
In 2011 Census, of Kushinagar district’s 35.64 lakh
population, only 4,619 (0.12%) were Buddhist.

KUSHINAGAR

Lucknow
Ld

Historical significance of Kushinagar: Fyicn)
AMONG THE POORESTIN UP:

Among the most important of Buddhist | Pper capitaDistrict Domestic Product
S : (DDP) inKushinagar was% 27,229.23 in DOMINATED BY THE BJP:
pllgnmageSKUShlnagar was where The 2019-20 (constant prices), far less than 5 of 7 Assembly seats are with BJP

i ini UP's per capita GSDP (3 44,618.26) and (including minister Swami Prasad
B Udd ha attai ne_dMahaparl nivana India’s per capita GDP (X 94,566). In per Maurya); 1 with Cong (UPCC chief
(ultimate salvation) in c. 483 BC. capita DDP, Kushinagarwas 61stoutof | AjayKumarLallu); 1 with SBSP.

¢ 2 |VQ | é 0 é Y dZé. K A y- I 3 N. UP’s 75 districts.

Kushinara, capital of the ancient Mial

republic,which was one of the 1&ahajanapada®f the 6th-4th centuries BC.

The area went on to bpart of the kingdoms of the Mauryas, Shungas, Kushanas, Guptas,
Harshavardhanaand the Palas.

The first excavations in Kushinagar were carried ouilbyxander Cunningham and ACL Caréewho
unearthed the main stupa and therietre-long statue othe Reclining Buddh#n 1876.

Kushinagar is among the very few places in India whbeeBuddha is depicted in reclining form.

Sgnificance of the move:
While Buddhism originated in India and seven of the eight main Buddhistralge sites are in India,
our country gets not even 1 percent of Buddhist pilgrims in the world.

www.insightsonindia.com 8 InsightslAS



http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://www.insightsonindia.com/2018/04/14/insights-daily-current-affairs-14-april-2018/&ved=2ahUKEwiFp-Ghh87zAhUi7XMBHf6vDZEQFnoECAUQAQ&usg=AOvVaw0WFFM3WChJ7uFlKpLWm9sr
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/11/06/third-battle-of-panipat/&ved=2ahUKEwi62eCth87zAhXF8XMBHbH_CaEQFnoECAYQAQ&usg=AOvVaw34ABMA9FAv9gSpbDuxKlCu
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/12/28/1761-battle-of-panipat/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/08/21/insights-daily-current-affairs-21-aug-2017/mahaparinirvana/&ved=2ahUKEwi5tuTU6drzAhXC8XMBHStwC04QFnoECAYQAQ&usg=AOvVaw2MUWN8a_TxuZspQHa40s35
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://www.insightsonindia.com/ancient-indian-history/mahajanapadas-and-rise-of-magadha/&ved=2ahUKEwjP1uza6drzAhWgH7cAHaF7BngQFnoECAUQAQ&usg=AOvVaw0SR1uzcfi0dQfMEBqipEd7
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://www.insightsonindia.com/ancient-indian-history/post-gupta-age/harshavardhana/&ved=2ahUKEwjQq97g6drzAhX1jOYKHd1QBRsQFnoECAQQAQ&usg=AOvVaw2_-Iw6-YH5ae3w3G921Sfb
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://www.insightsonindia.com/2021/05/27/the-reclining-buddha/&ved=2ahUKEwiajrzo6drzAhX_4HMBHbcoCGgQFnoECAUQAQ&usg=AOvVaw2i2jjkGpzNR7pBCNCOlmHL

There is an awareness in the government that the abseridourist infrastructure is a major reason
why India loses out to Southeast Asian nations suchdmksia and Thailand.
The hope is that worldlass facilities will be able to attract Buddhist tourists to India, and boost
revenues and employment geragion.

Therefore, the latest move helps India promote important Buddhist pilgrimage sites in tingrgou

Buddhist Circuit:

In 2016, the Ministry of Tourism announctx
.dzZRRKA &G / ANDddA G Fa GKS
tourism circuit, coveringsites in Nepal and Sri Lanka uttar
alongside those in India.

¢tKS YAYA&AGINRQA YI Lil#éd BadiK
Gaya, Vaishali, and Rajgir in Bihar, Kushinagar, Sarnz
and Shravasti in UP, and Lumbini in Nepal.

Insta Curiousidentify important place associated with the life of Buddha.

Instal inks: 4. Reclining Buddha.
Prelims Link:
1. About Kushinagar. Mains Link: Discuss the significance of Buddhist
2. Buddhist Circit. Circuit.
3. Buddhist pilgrimage sites in India and the
world.

Link:https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/kushinaghuddhistpilgrimagetown-and-site-of-bigrinfra-
push7582449/lite/.

Topics: Modern Indian history from about the middle of the eighteenth century until the
present- significant events, persondlities, issues.

1. Sir Syed Ahmad Khan

Context:
204th birth anniversary of Sir Syed Ahmad Khaas Syed Ahmad Khan, Anglo-Indian philosopher, died on this day in 189
recently observed.
He was born o©ctober 17, 1817. ’:OU ﬂder Of
Was conferred the
Who was Sir SyeAhmadKhan? title of Javac-ud-

Daulahin 1842 by

Sir syed Ahmed khan was a teacher, politician,social o = o 5%

reformer etc.

He was alsthe founder of Aligarh muslim university Formed the Visualised Indiaas a
Muslim League, beautiful bride,
which later on metamor- IV-IVh(zise Onie eiye was
ia|? phosed into the All-india indu and, the
Why has he been controversial” . WtiLeadie other, Muslim
Sir syed Ahmed khan has often been criticisethas . e
- . : But his views changed after the Hindi-Urdl
father of Two nation tI']eor\/VVI’“CI'] led to the formation controversies and iﬁsyefom’wisi poi:(‘.iésl 1 mn;&;izl
of two seperate nations i.e. India and Pakistan. CeATEE Mush e R e

It is erroneously believed by some historians tthﬂ HinduMuslim divide in Indiawas the byproduct
of the two-nationtK S2 NBE g KA OK &adzlJll2aSRfeé KFER Ada 2NRAIAY A

Was "two-nation" theory in existence during his times?

Gbl GA2Y Il f A &Y éheld idealvas & 20th &eOtdirg phendnienon even in Europe, from where it was
imported to India. Eminethis2 NAFy ! yAf {SFf KFa NARIKIGE&a m&sws SRS R.
y2 (62 yridirzyas GKSNB sFa y2i sgsy 2y8 yEiA2Yys (KS
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Muslims would be eliminated as a nation.
He felt hurt when in 1876 Hindus launched a movement to
i H P replace Urdu with Hindi as the official language. Speaking at
Till 1898, whep Sir Syed breathed pls last, there 5 sy e - D A g
gl a y' 2U0KA y J t A 1 9r did ;he L Muslims, as their religion and way of life was quite distinct from

one another, could never become one nation’. And added ‘now I

founding fathers of the Indian National Congres  =zmconvinced thar these communities (Mindus and Muslims) will

not join wholeheartedly in anything. At present there is no open

make such a claim. hostility between the two communities but it will increase
i i immensely in the future. And thus he became the prophet of the
?Ir OCtaVLar\], Humdhe f9underV0fthe Cop I’eSS’,\ well-known Two-Nation Theory, which led to the division of India L,
ul f 1 SR 2 F al 02 y IS NRA S in 1947 into Secular India and Islamic Pakistan. The partition lead u
. to communal riots which took lives of over a million Hindus and
nation. Muslims; it left behind more Muslims in India than in Pakistan and
thus nullifying the apprehensions of Sir Syed that Hindus would
o o - . wipe out the Muslims if they lived in united India. Yet another
{ A NJ { e SRQa 02 y' OS LJU 2 7F y' | crushing blow to the Two-Nation Theory occurred in 1971 when
- A N . . East Pakistan separated from West Pakistan not because of two
{ A NJ {:Cﬂ@m@ pation was Inextrlcably different religions but because of two different cultures)
woven with secular ideals.
. . . . . . ears of igarh Muslim University, India
Sir Syed believed mmulticulturalismunder which all e e
cultural communities must be entitled to equal status 9 Sep. 1920, on this day
under state University Bill passed.

. . . . . i Timeline of Aligarh Muslim University
Rationale behinl the Establishment of Aligarh Muslim | 24May,1875  Madrasatul Uloom founded.

H H . ! 1877 became Muhammadan Anglo-Oriental College.
Un|VerS|ty . . . . . . 27 Aug. 1920 Muslim UniversitygBill presented. <
The main reason behind the establishment of this institution : o9sep.1920  Atigarh Muslim University Bill passed.

. . .. i 14 Sep. 1920 Assent of Governor-General.

was the wretched dependee of the Muslims. Their religious | oipec.1920  amu established.
fanaticism did not let them avail the educational facilities lig oo Tl i DR S R
provided by the governent schools and colleges. It was, oo IXIng o®
therefore, deemed necessary to make some special arrangement for their education.
Insta CuriousTheAugust Offer was an offer made by Viceroy Linlithgow in 1940. What were the key
recommendations made in it? Referenceadthis.
InstalLinks: 2. Hiscontributions to Nationalism.
Prelims Link: 3. Contributions in the field of education.

1. About Sir Syed Ahmad Khan. 4. About "two- nation" theory.
Mains Link:Discuss the role played by Sir Syed Ahmad Khan in educating the youth of the country.
2. Mount Harriet renamed after Manipur:
Context:
TheCentre has rechristengdount Harriet, a historical tourist spot in the Andaman and Nicobar islands,
‘Mount Manipur'.
2KFG A& al YyALMz2NRE O2yySOiAzy (2 azdzyid | I NNASGK

After the AngloManipur War of 1891several Manipurisvho had fought the British ithe war, including
Maharaja Kulachandra Dhwaja Singhliere exiled to the British penal colony in the Andaman Islands.
Sincethe cellular jail (Kalapanijvas yet to be built, Kulachandra and the prisoners were kept on Mount
Harriet, a hillock in what is v the Ferragunj tehsil of South Andaman district.

Anglo-Manipur War of 1891 Causes:
Considered an epoch in the history of Manipur, the Addlmipur War wagought between the
kingdom of Manipur and the British over a mémin 1891.
The battle was tggered by a coup in the palace of Manipur, which had been marked by internal
factionalism in the years leading up 1891.
¢CKS . NAGAAK I20SNYYSyd G221 FR@GFryalr3as 27 i
family.

Significance of the war:
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M-ye albeée GKS 61N g+a RSAZONAOSR a  aoft2g (2 . NA
five important officers.
In India, it was viewed as being part of the general uprising against British th&edountry, soon
after the Rewlt of 1857.

The war led to Manipur officially becoming a princely state under the indirect rule of the British crown.

About Mount Harriet: i —
Mount Harriet is the third highest pea \\\explained.
in the Andaman and Nicobar Islands,

andserved as the summer
headquartes of the Chief
Commissioner during British Raj.
It is believed to be named after British
artist and photographer, Harriet :
Christina Tytler, who was the wife of
Robert Christopher Tytler, a soldier
who served in the Britistndian Army.

Instal inks: 4. Outcomes.

Prelims Link:
1. About Mount Harriet. Mains Link:Discuss about the significance of the
2. AngloManipur War. Anglo Manipur war.
3. Causes.

Link:https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/andamaamd-nicobatrislandsmount-harriet-mount-
manipur7581032/lite/.

Topics: The Freedom Struggle i its various stages and important contributors
/contributions from different  part s of the country.

1. Sabarmati Ashram revamp:

Context:

al KIGYl DI ygraKdsan austBNZandiias moved the Gujarat High Court against the Guijarat
32 @S NY Y S y-ddeiplan tmrEdevelgSabarmati Ashram in Ahmedabad.

Issues with the project:

The redeelopment plan involvesxtending its area from five to 55 acrdsy relocating residents toearby

areas.
Tusha Gandhi says, this plan is diametrically opposed to the personal wishes of Mahatma Gandhi.
The project would lead to the reduction of the shrisied memorial of the freedom movement and
turning the ashram into a commercial tourist atttion spot.

How does the government defend its move?
The Gujarat government has maintained that it would not change or alter any building on the ashram
campus. A heritage buildings would be restored as per Gandhian ethos.

The government has also m#ined that the proposal to redevelop the ashram was not aimed at a
takeover but to redevelop it by expanding the areas and creating a minimum infrastructure.

About Sabarmati Ashram:

Mahatma Gandhi set up the ashram and lived there from 1917 to 1930.
It was from his base here that Gandhi tbé Dandi marchalso known ashe Salt Satyagrahan 12
March 1930.
Originally calledhe Satyagraha Ashranmeflectingthe movement toward passive resistance launched
by the Mahatma, the Ashram became home to tleology that set India free.
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Its role in freedom struggle:
Experiments in living. farming, animal husbandry, cow breeding, Khadi and related constructive
activities. For Gandhi freedom did not just mean no British rule, but freedom from social adils a
freedom to live a satyagrahi lifestyle. He developed those in Sabarmati.
Idea of Dignity in Labourntrinsic to the independence movement was upliftment loé tmasses.
Campaigns for cleanliness became a part of the Gandhian idea of a new IndigSafdtmati Ashram
both Gandhi Ji and Kasturbaji cleaned the Ashram themselves.
SchoolsWhile at the Ashram, Gandhi formed a school that focused on manual ladgniculture, and
literacy to advance his efforts for sdfifficiency. During the freedom siggle many Indian schools
were opened as an alternate to British schools.
Dandi March:From the Ashram, on 12 March 1930, Gandhi launched the famous Dandi (wéifcfi8
companions) in protest of the British Salt Law.
Home to leadersVinoba Bhave livellere as did Miraben.

l aKNJ YQa NBft S@FryOS G2RIeY
The Ashram reminds us to be hopeful and optimistic. It tells us to not thwart the vision of the Mahatma even
the face of immense adversity. The Ashram embodies the true memory of Gandhi, his purenttutis a
utmost humility as his way of life.
The Ashram still personifies the ideals of truth and humility of a man who once lived there and lived for
a nation andlied for a nation. A man who wanted these high ideals to be held high always by a natiop
SO geat as India.

n

InstaCuriousSs AR @2dz (y29 (KIFG 2y KA&a NBOGdzNYy FNRBY { 2dziK
in the Kochrab area of Ahmedabad 25 May 19157

Instal inks: 4. Gandhi's stay at the Ashram.

Prelims Link:
1. About the Ashram. Mains Link:Comment on the role played by
2. lts relevance today. {FOoFNXYIFGA ' aKNITY AY LYRKLI
3. Key &ents associated with the Ashram. Independence and its significance today.

Link:https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehindu.com/news/national/othestates/mahatmagandhis
greatgrandsoamovescourt-againstsabarmatiashramrevamp/article37206782.ece/amp/

Topics: Women and women related issues.
l.wlk 2l auKlEyQa YIENNAIFIIS NBEIAAUNI UGAZY
Context:

The Rajasthan government has rolled bdek Rajasthan Compulsory Registiens of Marriage Amendment

Bill, 2021 after it got embroiled in controversy for making it maatory toregister all marriagesncluding
those of minors.

Key Provisions of the Bill:
The Bill sought to amend Sections 5 and 8 of the Act, dealing with the appointh®larriage
Registration Officers and the duty of parties to a marriage to submit the mandom for registration.
The amendment authorises the women above 18 years to provide information of their marriage on
their own.

Controversial provisions:

Theamendment amendS§ection 8 of the Rajasthan Compulsory Registration of Marriages Act, 200@h

RSIFHfa 6A0K a5dzié (2 adzoYAl aSY2NI yRdzYé o
The original provisionn the law required mandatory registration of marriage within 30 days if the
bride and bridegpom were under 21 years of ageéhe age criterion for both men and women was the
same.The raistration was to be done by their parents.
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The amended version saithe
parents must register the mar
gAOUKAY on
bride is under8 and the
ONARSAINR2Y AA

Why was this amendment made?

riage

RIga 2

dzy’

The state government args that this would

bring the age in line with central legis

lation

whichrecognises the age of 18 as majority

for a girl and 21 for a bay
Registration ofchild marriages
would help in their faster
annulmentand help the

government reach out to more

victims, particularly widows.

Implications of the move:

'ANNULLING MARRIAGES OF MINORS WILL BE DIFFICULT’

SUPREME COURT
JUDGMENT OF 2006

We are of the view that

marriages of all persons
who are citizens of india
belonging to vanous religions
should be made compulsorily
registrable in their respective
states, where the marriage
is solemnised

WHAT DOES PROHIBITION
OF CHILD MARRIAGE ACT,
2006 SAY?

An Act to provide for the
prohibition of solemnisation

of child marriages and for
matters connected therewith
or incidental thereto, “Child”
means a person who, if a male,
has not completed twenty-one
years of age, and if a female,
has not completed eighteen

years of age

WHAT IS THE
AMENDMENT?

It allows for parents of girls
below the age of 18 and boys
below the age of 21 to register
their children’s marriages
within 30 days

WHY THE AMENDMENT?

The state government

said the Supreme Court’s
judgment of 2006 in Seema
vs. Ashwini Kumar had made
it compulsory to register all
marriages, including child
marriages. of Indian citizens.
Amendment is to protect legal
rights of children

WHAT DOES RAJASTHAN

COMPULSORY
REGISTRATION OF
MARRIAGES ACT, 2009 SAY?

The parties, or in case the
parties have not completed
the age of 21 years, the
parents or as the case may be,
guardian of the parties, shall
be responsible to submit the
memorandum within a period
of thirty days from the date of
solemnization of the marriage
to the Registrar within whose
jurisdiction the marriage is
solemnized or both or any of
the parties resides

THE SUPREME COURT ALSO SAID

the registration itself cannot be a proof of valid marriage

per se, and would not be the determinative factor regard-
ing validity of a marriage, yet it has a great evidentiary value in the
matters of custody of children, right of children bom from the wed-
lock of the two persons whose marriage is registered and the age of
parties to the marriage. That being so, it would be in the interest of

the society if marriages are made compulsorily registrable

» Such a law would be of critical importance | » () Deterring

to various women related issues such as: men from
» (a) prevention of child marriagesandto | deserting women
ensure minimum age of marriage after marriage

» (b) prevention of marriages

> (9)

without the consent of the parties Deterring
» (c) Check il parents/
A o
- - om selli
» (d) Enabling married women to daughters/ mg
claim their right to five in the matrimonial young girls
housg maintenance, etc . to any person
» (e) Enabling widows to claim their including a
inheritance rights and other benefits and foreigner, under
privileges which they are entitled to afterthe | the garb of
death of their husband marriage

as courts could cite lack of a marriage certificasea reason to not gré an annulment.

1. If passed, it would open the
floodgates for child marriage in the
aarasS FryR IAGBS «a
I a20Alf SOAf

2. Compulsory registratiorof child
marriage would legitimise it.

3. Activists have also said the marriagg
certificate might in fact, contrary to
government claims, become a
hurdle in getting an annulment later

Background:

Rajasthan had banned child marriage by bringiregChild

Marriage Prohibition Act in 2006

The law appears to have helped to bring down the
instances of child marriage, as indicatedha National
Family Health Survey (NFH@jta of 201516.

Insta dirious: Did you know tht child marriages are not illegal
per se, although there is a legal framework to prevent them?

Know more about thisere.

InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1.
Constitution.
2.

Overview of the conventions and

international laws mentioned abeav

WHAT LAW SAYS
> The PUNISHMENT 3 thewstody of legal
Prohibiti »Ifa person guardian
ibitionof 7o o FTO RN
Child Marriage £ »When a minor is
Act, 2006 aiims directs or compaRed by aty
to eradicate abetsany child deceitful means to
childmarriage - riage, he shall __gofromany place
» The centre bepunisﬁablewith » If a minor is sold for
enactedthe  rigorous imprisonment | Purpose of marriage
Act by for 2 years or with fine | 21d 90 through a form
replacingthe  whichmayextendto | ofmamiage
g-ils.fa"tion of o hah ;ﬂ'fea mtl’n'g: i?‘emanied
WHEN MARRIAGE 1€ r which the minor
ChidMarriage | PRNPEOSES | s sold off or rafficked
Restraint S Whets & minoris or used for immoral
o taken or enticed outof | PU'POSe

3.
4.

About Rights if Children under the Indian

Laws to prevent Child Marriages in India.
About the Rajasthan Marriages Bill.

Mains Link:Suggest measures to counter child
marriages in India.

Link:https://indianexpress.com/article/exiained/explainedwhy-rajasthansmarriageregistrationbill-has

kickedup-a-storm-7566866/lite/.

Topics: Population and associated issues, poverty and developmental issues.

1. Modi launches missions for better cities
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Context:

The government has launchéioe 2" phase of the Swachh Bharat Missidirban and Atal Mission for
Rejuvenation and Urbafransformation(AMRUT) tanake cities free of garbag@nsuring safe water, and
not allow anyuntreated water dischargeinto any of the rivers in the country.

Achievement till now:

1
T

1

100% Open Defecation Free (ODF)

70% of wastes in Indian Cities are beingppessed (from 20% back in 2014)dia is processing about
one lakh tonne of waste every day.

Behavioral Changes:leanliness has become a great campalBM cied that Children no longer
throw Toffee wrappers around but keep them in the pocket to b@ated of in the dustbin later
National Respect and Prid&he successes of the two missions have given citizensct, dignity,
pride in collective ambition, andinmatched lovefor the motherland.

Enhanced financesllocation of the fund to the Urbanddelopment Ministry increased from 25

lakh Crore (2002014) to 4 lakh Crore (2012021)

2019 India achieves
100% ODF free status 9
2021Swachh Bharat

‘ Mission-Urban 2.0 and
AMRUT 2.0 launched to
make 100% garbage free

‘S:AMRUT lauched in cities and ensure 100%
500 Cities to providdasic water supply

civic amenitiesin Urban

areas

2014:Swachh Bharat Mission
launched to make India ODF
free by 2019

Key Points of the Mission:
Swachh Bharat Missiotrban 2.0 (SBMJ)

= -5 4 -4 -9

Tomake all citiess /1 /"> W3 | Niom carfent 70%5S S Q

Ensuregrey and black watemanagementin all cities other than those covered under AMRUT

Make all urban local bodieas ODF-and those with g@opulation of less than 1 lakh as ODF++
Focus on source seggation of solid wasteby utilizing the principles ¢fRs (Reduce, Reuse, Recycle)
Scientific processingf all types omunicipal solid wasteandremediation of legacy dumpsitefor
effective solid waste management

AMRUT 2.0

T

=

= =4 4 -2 A

100% coverage of water suppto all households imround4,700 urban local bodieby providing
about2.68 crore tapconnections

100% coveragef sewerage and septagie 500 AMRUT citieby providing aroun@®.64 croresewers/
septage connections

Adopt the principles ofircular Econmy (Generating wealthrbm waste using 3Rs)

Promote conservation and rejuvenatioaf surface and groundwater bodies

Data led governanc@ water management

Technology SuiMissionto leverage latest global technologies and skills

WYt Se WI f : Todedhi#dts qodmpetitigh@mong cities
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Insta CuriousDo you know how women contribute to the success of Swachh Bharat Abligt?Here
Learn AbouiSBM 1.0

Instal inks:
Prelims Link:
1. What are the targets and timelines for Swachh Bharat Abhiyan 2.0 and Amrut 2.0?
2. Which ministries will beénvolved in its implementation?
3. What will be the contribution of the State government and their responsibilities?
4. What parameters will be used to monitor the scheme?

Mains Link:What are the major causes of Manwildlife conflicts? What are the ways to prevent human

animal conflicts? Explain. (250 words)

2. AMRUT 2.0

Context:
The Union Cabinet has approvigk Atal Mission for
Rejuvenation andJrban Transformation 2.0 (AMRUT 2 4l)
202526.
This is a step towardsatma Nirbhar Bharaintending
G2 YI1S GKS OAUA S&EdzaHBIF Al
through circular economy of water.

Background:

ATAL MISSION FOR REJUVENATION AND
URBAN TRANSFORMATION
s, %

Sewerage facilities and
Septage management

&

Pedestrian, non-motorized
and public transport facilities,

a®: Water Supply
i parking spaces

& Creating and upgrading
(o)

green spaces, parks and
recreation centres

=

Cen Storm Water drains
2222 to reduce flooding

Atal Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban Transformation

(AMRUTwas launched to facilitate ease of living tazghns in 500 ciéis by providing tap connections and
sewer connections.
So far, 1.1 crore household tap connections and 85 lakh sewer/septage connections have been

‘\’ _p‘ 7 N

provided.
AMRUT 2.0:

1. 100% coveragef water supply to all households in
around 4,700 urban local bodiéy providing about 68
crore tap connections.

2. 100% coverage of sewerage and septag®&00 AMRUT
cities by providing around 64 crore sewers/ septage
connections.

3. Adopt the principles ofCircular EconomyGenerating
wealth from waste using 3Rs)

4. Promote coservation and rejuvenation of surface and
groundwater bodies.

5. Data led governance water management

6. Technology Subission to leverage latest global
technologies and skills.

7. Wt S daMBES | T grom6t@ dbmpetition among

cities.

—
CABINET DECISIONS 4

12 OCTOBER 2021

Atal Mission for '
Rejuvenation
and Urban
Transformation

- AMRUT 2
ﬁ Cabinet approves the Atal Mission for Rejuvenation
% ) and Urban Transformation = AMRUT 2.0 till 2025-26

@ Total indicative outlay of 22,77,000 crore
Targets universal coverage of water supply by
@ providing household tap connectionsin all 4,378
3 statutory towns

100% coverage of household sewerage/septage
7"/ management in 500 AMRUT cities
@ Provide 2.68 crore tap connections and 2.64 crore
12’/ sewer/septage connections

Insta CuriousDoyou know how women contribute to the success of Swachh Bharat AbhiyanHeead

InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:

1. What are the targets and timelines for Swachh Bharat Abh®/@rand Amrut 2.0?

2. Which ministries will be involved in its implematiobn?
3. What will be the contribution of the State government

www.insightsonindia.com 15
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4. What parameters will be used to monitor the scheme?

Mains LinkWhat are the major causes bfan ¢ wildlife conflicts? What are the ways to prevent human
animal caoflicts? Explain.

Topics: Important Geophysical phenomena such as earthquakes, Tsunami, Volcanic activity,
cyclone etc., geographical features and their location - changes in critical geographical
features (including water -bodies and ice-caps) and in flora and fauna and the effects of such
changes.

1. What is La Nifia?

Context:

The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) recently declareédithaishas re

developed.
Consecutive La Nindsllowing a transition through ENSO neutral conditions are not uncommon and
can be referredto ab & 5 25dkoL0d&

Background:

El Nino and La Nina are part of the El Nino Southern Oscillaiog@cycle.
In 2020, La Nina developed during the month of August and then dissipated in April 2021 as ENSO
neutral conditions returned.
For the upcoming winter season, whiektends from Decemlye2021 through February 2022, there is
an 87% chance of La Nina.

What are the Nifio and La Nifia?
They are two natural climate phenomena occurring across the tropical Pacific Ocean and influence the wea
conditions all over the wad.
While the EI Nié period is characterised by warming or increased sea surface temperatures in the
central and eastern tropical Pacific Ocean, a La Nifia event causes the water in the eastern Pacific
Ocean to be colder than usual.
Together, they are died ENSO oEl NifieSouthern Oscillation.

What causes El ch_;. _ " I%) EL NIKIO :
1. EINino sets in when there is an Bt hapes TheiVeathior
anomaly in the pattern. 3 <
2. The westwareblowing trade i o PACIFIC JET |
winds weaken along the Egias
and due to changgin air INTERNATIONAL :
WATER WARMER
pressure, the surface water THAN NORMAL

moves eastwards to the coast of
northern South America. \
3. The central and eastern Pacific
regions warm up for over six
months and result in an El Nino condition.

Weather changes because of La Nina

1. The Horn of Africand central Asia will see
below average rainfall due to La Nifia.

2. East Africa is forecast to see driban-usual
conditions, which together with the existing
impacts of the desert locust invasion, may add
regional food insecurity.

3. It could also lead tincreased rainfall in southern
Africa. La Nifia Conditions .

4. It could also affect the South West Indian Ocean Tropical Cyclone season, reducing the intensity.
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5. Southeast Asia, some Pacific Islands and the northern region of South America are expectegdo rece

aboveaverage raifall.

6. InIndia, La Nifia means the country will receive more rainfall than normal, leading to floods.

Insta CuriousDo you know about Param ShivaySupercomputer built under the National Super Computing

Mission?Reference:

InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. Whatis El Nino?
2. What is La Nina?
3. What is ENSO?
4, When do these events occur?
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GENERAL STUDZES

Topics: Indian Constitution - historical underpinnings, evolution, features, amendments,
significant provisions and basic structure; Comparison of the Indian co nstitutional scheme
with that of other countries.

1.WYwA KU 02 :0S CZ2ZNH2uUU0SYQ

Context:

TheDelhi High Courhas sought replies frortihe Centre, Google anthdia Kanooron a plea seeking remolva

of a judgment and an order in connection with a seyearold FIR undewA 3K (2 ,an@askeéd NH
how far this rule can be stretched.

Background:
The court was hearing a petition by one Sukhn@egh Anand seeking removal of a judgment and an order
passed in 201and 2018 in connection with an FIR registered against him in 20tkdgconomic Offences
Wing.
The plea referred to an interim order passed by the High Court in April this yeantjrtireemoval of
the judgment from the search results regarding theipeher in that case.

2 KFG A& G0KS WwA3aKG G2 6S C2NH20GSYyQ Ay GKS LYRAL
¢KS wAIK(G G2 0S C2NH2GGSYy FlLifa dzy RSNJ (Kred Lldz
by the Per®nal Data Protection Bilthat is yet to be passed by Parliament.

In 2017,the Right to Privacy was declared a fundamental right (under Article 3l}he Supreme

Court in its landmark verdi¢Puttuswamy caskg

¢CKS O2dz2NI &l AR |G iva& isprbtactd a$ &nlindrinsic pait 8f théldgh i life
and persmal liberty under Article 21 and as a part of the freedoms guaranteed by Part Il of the

/| 2yaidAddziazyé o

What doesthe Personal Data Protection Bslay about this?
Rightto privacy is also governed by tRersonal Data Protection Bihat is yet to be passed by Parliament.
The bill exclusively talks aboiitK S dwA IK{G (2 0SS C2NBH2GGSYy dé
Broadly, undethe Right to be forgotten, users can-tiek, limit, delete or correcthe disclosure of
their personal information held by data fiduciaries.

But, what are the issues associated with this provision in the Bill?
The main issue with the provision is that the sensitivity of the personal data and information cannot be
determined independently by the person concerned, but will be overseeibdyata Protection Authority

(DPA)

This means that whilthe draft bill gives some provisions under which a user can seek that his data b¢

removed, his or her rights asubject to authorisation by the Adjudicating Officer who works for the

DPA.
InstaLinks: 3. Highlights of Personal Data Protection Bill.
Prelims Link:
1. About the Right to be forgotten. Mains Link:
2. What is right to privacy? Discuss the significance thie right to be forgotten.

Link:https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Delhi/plem-hc-seeksremovatof-
verdictfrom-net/article36745477.ece/amp/

2. Renunciation of Indian citizenship now simpler

Context:New guidelines introduced dylinistry of Home Affairs (MHA})o simplify the process of renunciation
of citizenship for Indians whoish to do so.
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More on this news

1

1

2.

3.

Some of the simplified provisions in the new guidelines includiéploading of documents online and
completion of the process of renunciation within 60 days

The new form also has a provision mandating the Indian citizémdioate the reason for renouncing

the citizenship

The uploaded documents have to be submitted to the District Magistrate in case of citizen living in
India or an Indian Mission abroatlhe applicant will be interviewed before issuing the final certificate
Also, the guidelines specify thas per theCitizenship act, 19551 S@SNE YAy 2 NJ OKAf R
aKIff GKSNBdzLlzy OSIFasSa G2 oS || OAGATSYy 2F Ly
Concern with the guidelinesThe guidelines are not clear if minors would also lose citizenship if only
one of the parents gives up héiis Indian citizenship.

How cancitizenship

be acquired in India?

[BY DESCENT]
'“0 's l m A person born outside India on or after
F|g ure:P rovisions January 26, 1950, is a citizen of India if their
: o c IT'ZE" father was a citizen of India by birth
re I atEd to acq uiri ng m A person born outside India on or after
citizershi December 10, 1992, but before December 3,
p nF Ilnt!.l? of 2004, if either of their paants wa: :r::‘Itlzen
According to the Ministry of Home of India by birth
The Citizenship act, mlnmm‘o:n::”hm u |f a person born outside India on or after
. duzmlllp uqd' ed December 3, 2004, is to acquire citizenship
1955 [.TESC rl bes l:rougg descent, their p:r{nl:s must Zeclare
: that the minor does not hold a passport
three ways of losi ng I [BYBIRTH) !ssueg:y another oounlrg and n;ust ensure
1] in: that the birth is registered at an Indian
(él:ll Zr i :3 ?\'g a o m%bz:dh blon:::ﬂhz ;"fgg," consulate within one year
is an Indian citizen irrespective of the
1 Any citizen of nationality of their parents I [BYNATURALISATION]
i Every person born in India bet: ¢ A e f
India Ol;fu” Ny 11667 and Doceciber 2, 2004 & on A person can acquire Indian citizenship
age an Indian citizen if either of their parentsis a ion i
gear K CHEAO K R of ek parsoss thrgugh r]aturglisatlon if they are ordinarily
capacity can ot resident in India for 12 years (through the 12
very person born in India on or after Rz R
make a Docember 3, 2004, s an Indian citizen f months preceding the date of application
declaration peishisndendgredsbismitiollumt with 11 years in aggregate) and fulfil all the
renouncing an llegal migrant at the time of birth qualifications in the third schedule of the
Indian T Citizenship Act, 1955
citizenship # A person of ndian origin who has boon a
ﬂ Such resident of India for seven years can apply
; ® A person of Indian origin who is a resident
declaration i cebiard ciikde face WHAT PROVES HV ﬂ"lE"S“lP?
may not be apply for citizenship gonically. tl:‘ere isno sin'g|e : gadhaalr cards, PAN cardds and
ocument that can conclusively riving licences are no indicator
acce pted A person whols marmied o sn indian support a claim to citizenship. or proof of citizenship either.
. citizen and Is ordinarily resident for seven ; :
d Only Indian citizens can have That's one reason the govern-
uring war. years may apply
passports and voter IDs, butthe  ment suggested providing
91 Eventhe ® Minor children of persons who are citizens government can seek verifica-  national ID card, based on the
minor of India may also apply tion of these documents too. National Register of Citizens.
children of

the person whaenounces citizenship stands to lose their Indian citizenship. However, when
their children attain the age of eighteen, he may resume Indian citizenship
By terminatiorn
9 If acitizen of India voluntarily acquires the citizengbfianother country, then héoses the
citizenship of India
1 However, this provision does not apply during times of war
By deprivation Compulsory termination of Indian citizenship by the Central government, in the
following conditions:
Obtained the citizeship by fraud
Citizen has shen disloyalty to the Constitution of India
Citizen has unlawfully traded or communicated during the times of war
Within 5 years of naturalization, the said citizen is imprisoned for a term of two years
Citizen has been ordindyiresident out of India foa period of 7 years

=A =4 =4 -8 -4
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InstaLinks: 4. Ways of acquiring citizenship and losing

Prelims link mentioned in the various acts
1. Provisions related to citizenship in the 5. Persons of Indian Origin (P{@atures
constitution as®ciated with
2. Acts and policies associated with
citizenship Mains link What are the major concerns expressed
3. Features related teitizenship Amendment against CAA, 2019?
Act, 2019

SourceThe Hindu

3. Consent of A@n Contempt Proceddgs

Context:

The Attorney General for India KK Venugopal recently dectingoant consent to initiate criminal contempt
proceedingsagainst the National President of Azad Samaj Party, Chan :
Shekhar Azad for his comments levelling allegations agtir judges of
the Supreme Court. WHAT IS

Background:

The AG was considering a request to grant consent under Section 15(
of the Contempt of Courts Act, 1971 to initiate contempt proceedings
against Azad.

What is the law on contempt of courts?
TheContempt of Courts Act 197definescivil and criminal contemptand lays down the powers and
procedures by which courts can penalise contempt, as well as the penalties that garebdor the ofénce of
contempt.
Contempt of courtisthe offense of being disobedient to or disrespectful toward a court of law and
its officersin the form of behavior that opposes or defies the authority, justice and dignity of the courtl

Why is theconsent of the Atorney General required to initiate contempt proceedings?
The objective behind requiring the consent of the Attorney Geneefdre taking cognizance of a complaiist
to save the time of the court.
This is necessary becayadicial time is squanderedf L
. " . . Course of justice
anOIOUS petltlons are made and the Court IS the fIrSt A look at what the SC said in the Prashant Bhushan case
forum fOI’ bnnglng them |n Judiciary is the central C)Critics are instruments

pillar of Indian of reform but not those

¢ K S I DQ é C) 2 y' é $¢'aﬁegwré agmr&tl y democracy. An attempt actuated by malice... hostile

. N - to shake_thevery criticism of judges as judges
frivolous petitions, as it is deemed that the AG, as an e i of BioanwisUl] ot o

al democracy (0 If such an attack is not

officer of the court, wilindependently ascéain has to be dealt with requisite
dealt with degree of firmness, it may

whether the complaint is indeed valid. kg . e denntion b
nations

'YVYRSNI 6K OANDdzyraidlyOSa Aa UKS ! DQa O2yasSyia y2i
¢ K S ' D Qé‘ mm]amé’ slr}éua ph\éte * MEANING& DEFINITION OF CONTEMPT OF COURT AS PER INDIAN LAW

citizen wants to initiate a case of contempt of 1. CONTEMPT OF COURT - POSITION UNDER INDIAN CONSTITUTION —
court against a person.

¢ 1.ARTICLE,129 : Supreme Court to be a court of record -

However, wherthe court itself initiates a The Supreme Court shall be a court of record and shall have
% = % = ¥ A % all the powers of such a court including the p to punish for
contgmpj 2F¥ O2dzNL OF as ufk L raiictr KOS
* 2.ARTICLE ,215: High Courts to be courts of record - Every High Court
required. - _ o
This is because the court is exercising It shall be a court of record and shall have all the powers of such a court
inherent pOWEB Under the ConStitution including the power to punish for contempt of itself.
1 ¢ 3. ARTICLE .144 :Civil and judicial horiti i id of th
to punish for contempt and such ireitio CHuts Allmisth ooities: tivlband {bolal: nfhe ter Koy BF ndia
ConStitUtionaI powers can nOt be shall act in aid of the Supreme Court.
restricted because the AG declined to * A.ARTICIE.141 Law declared by Supreme Court to be binding on all
courts - The law declared by the Supreme Court shall be binding on all
grant consent. courts within the territory of India.

What happens if the AG denies consent?
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If the AG denies consent, the matter all but ends.
Thecomplainant can, bwever, separately bring the issue to the notice of the coartd urge the court to
take suo motu cognizance.
Article 129 of the Constitutiorgives the Supreme Court the powterinitiate contempt cases on its
own, independent of the motion brought before it by the AG or with the consent of the AG.

Insta CuriousCivil ontempt refers to the wilful disobedience of an order of any court. How is it different from
Criminal Contempt? Reference: reathis.

Insta Link: 5. Rights under Article 19.
Prelims Link 6. Section 10 of The Contempt of Courts Act
1. Powers of SC vs HCs wrt Contempt cases. of 1971 is related to?
2. Constitutional provisions in this regard.
3. Changes brought about by Contempt of Mains Link:Discuss how contempt cases are
Courts (Amendment) Act, 2006. handled by Supreme Court in India.

4. Civil vs Crinmial cantempt.

Topics: Separation of powers between various organs dispute redressal mechani sms and
institutions.

1. How Election Commission decides on party syniols
Context:

¢tKS 9tSOGA2Y [/ 2YYA&aaArzy 2F LYRAF 09/ L0 KIF& FNRI S
(LJP), so thateither of the two factions of the party will be able to useiih the coming Assembly byelections
for the Kusheshwar Asthan and Tarapur seats in Bihar.

Background:

This is not something new. Over the last few years, two other prominesgtscaf parties splitting, followed by
a tussle over the election symbol, haveen seen with regard to the Samajwadi Party (Cycle) and the AIADMK
(Two leaves) in 2017.

Firstly,how are symbols allotted to political partie?
As per the guidelines, to get a symbboted:
1. A party/candidate has to provide a list of three symbols fromth@ EC F NSS a&voz2f a f
filing nomination papers.
2. Among them, one symbol is allotted to the party/candidate on a-ficshefirst-serve basis.
3. When a recognised ptial party splits, the Election Commission takes the decision on assigeing t
symbol.

Powers of Election Commission:
TheElection Symbols (Reservation and Allotment) Order, 1@8@owers the EC to recognise political parties
and allot symbols.
Under Paragraph 15 ofi¢ Order, it can decide disputes among rival groups or sections of a reedgnis
political party staking claim to its name and symbol.
The EC is also the only authority to decide issues on a dispute or a merger. The Supreme Court uph
its validity inSadq Ali and another vs. ECI in 1971.

How many types of symbols are there?
Asperthe Election Symbols (Reservation and Allotment) (Amendment) Order, 2party symbols are either:
1. ReservedEight national parties and 64 state parties across the coitry@S G NBE & SNIISR ¢

2. Free:The Election Commission also hasapool ofNE @ Hnn aFNBSé adedvozf a
thousands of unrecognised regional parties that pop up before elections.

2 KFG INB GKS 9ftSOGA2Y [/ 2YYA&aaArzyQa LIR26SNE Ay | F
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On the question of aplit in a political party outside the legislatureRara 15 of the Symbols Order, 1968,

all dSay a2 KSy GKS /tahaterakexidahscsionsiofigrodps af A @ecbdniSad politikal party

each of whom claims to be that party the Commission may debeone such rival section or group or none

of such rival sections or groups is that recognised political partytendedsion of the Commission shall be

OAYRAY3 2y | ff &adzOK NA@GIf aSOGA2ya 2N ANRAzLIA d¢
This applies to disputes in recognised national astdte parties(like the LJP, in this case). For splits in
registered but unrecognised parties, the EC usually advises the warring factions to resolve their
differences internally or to approach the court.

Please note that before 1968, the EC issued itatibns and excutive orders under the Conduct of Election

Rules, 1961.

Insta CuriousDo you know the differences between a recognised National Political Party and a State Political
Party? Reference: reddis.

InstaLinks: 5. Who decides on issues related to merger of
Prelims Link: political parties?
1. Recognition of political parties. 6. Article 226 is related to?
2. What are state parties and national
parties? Mains Link:Discuss how are symbols allotted to
3. Benefits for recognized parse political parties?
4. Who assigns party symbols? What are the
types?

2. Anticipatory bail
Context:

The Supreme Court has held tlasuperior court can set aside an anticipatory bail ordethere was enough
material to suggest that factors like gravity of the offence and the blbe accused in the crime were not
considered by the lower court.

CITIZENS' RIGHTS ARE FUNDAMENTAL,
NOT RESTRICTIONS, SAYS TOP COURT

The spectre of arbitrary and heavy-handed arrests,

The concept of anticipatory bail:

The provision of anticipatory bail undgection 438vas 100 often to harass and humiliate citizens, and often
. . times at the interest of powerful individuals (and not to
introduced when CrPC was amended in 1973. further any meaningful investigation into offences) led to

As opposed to ordinary bailvhich is granted to a person | the enactment of Section 438 (anticipatory bail)

) . A ) . As denial of bail amounts to deprivation of personal liberty,
who is under arrest, in ant|C|patory bal|, a person Is the court should lean against the imposition of unnecessary
. . restrictions on the scope of Section 438, especially when not
directed to be released on bail even before arrest made | imposed by the legislature

i imit: i It would be useful to remind oneself that the rights which
Time Ilmlt' The Supre_me Court (SC_HUShIIa Aggarwal V. th\t’evcil;izenesl(j:herl;sh dreerg:;/], a?giundamzntal,riltgis ncnlt;w
State of NCT of Delhi (20) case delivered a S|gn|f|cant restrictions that are fundamental = SUPREME COURT
verdict, ruling that no time limit can be set while granting anticipatory Bail and it can continue even
until the end of the trial.

It isissued only by the Sessions Court aHayh Court.

The back story of advance bail

= The old Cr.PC of 1898 did = Clause 447 of the Draft
ianifi Broelon fotreibntina e it e rolfcations
SI nl |Cance . . (phe present Su_acgon 433, and became Section 438 of
The reason for enactment of Section 438 in @ede was BRIk aiony mn e
. . . . HCs whether court had an A five-judge Supreme Court
parliamentary acceptance of the crucial underpinning of inherent power to grant Ben i I N0 et
H H . L State of Punjab interpreted
personal liberty in a free and democratic country. =The Law Commission of _ [RERE ISR
Parliament wished to fostaespect for personal liberty and 1285 0ignianied the (e fywica e

accord primacy to a fundamentdenet of criminal c"a"”r;xg‘[“ e "..:'?;;1::}‘3‘.5";9"“

jurisprudence that everyore is presumed to be innocent till ~ 2cieaery bai G5 EEEREETS
. . to detention in # y conditions which

he or She IS found gu”ty false cases ‘F,?:E"':‘" ¥ % were appropriate

Recent observations made by the Supreme Court on its u€age

1. HCs and SC are given powers to grant anticipatory bail to the accused because of the premium that|the

Constitutionplaces orthe right to liberty guaranteed undeArticle 21.
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2. The grant or rejection of an application under CrPC has a direct bearihg oight to life and liberty
of an individual Therefore, the provision needs to be read liberally, and considesreiteficial
nature. The courts must not read restrictions that the legislature have not explicitly provided for.

3. In doing so, the court may also exercise its powers uAdecle 142 of the Constitutiornto pass such

an order. _
A

Need for such protection: ‘& 4
An accused, besides being an accliseay also bé¢he primary caregiver or
sole treadwinner of the family His arrest may leave his loved ones in a stat€g4 The anticipatory bail should
of starvation and neglect. not be for more than 8 weeks.
Inthe 1980 Gurbaksh Singh Sibbia vs State of Punjab Gafiegjudge @) Every arrest must beiin

accordance with the

Supreme Court bench led by then Chiaétice Y V Chandrachud ruled  procedure established

that S. 438 (1)s to be interpreted in the light of Article 21 of the o
Constitution (protection of life and personal liberty). ® ﬂ;ﬁi’;;tﬁ;‘nfgg;;gg;led ”

make the right to life or
personal liberty.

Insta CuriousDo you know about the substantive Rights that Flow From Artj
21?Read here:

InstaLinks: 5. Conditions for Granting Anticipatory Bail.
Prelims Link: 6. Time limit on anticipatory bail.
1. Various rights under Article 21.
2. Whatis a bail? Mains Link:Discuss the need for anéysificance of
3. What is an anticipatory bail? anticipatory bail.
4. Differences between bailable and non

bailade offences.

3. Mullaperiyar dam issue

Context:

The Supreme Court has directed the Supervisory Committee to take an immediate and fsiordenthe
maximum water level that can be maintained at Mullgpiyar dam,amid torrential rain in Kerala.

An old dam and its reach

Background: - _ _ ek plagli i
The SC constituteal permanent Supervisory Committee T e e \ “‘1’% Thed e @
in 2014 to oversee all the issues concerning Mullaperiya| sttionand thea to the Cumbum valtey s

dam. The dam is a soee of friction between Tamil Nadu " //

and Kerala. d

What's the iss@? {2 AN A
Kerala said the water level should not go above KERKLA) cumbym

139 feet, the same as what the court had ordere!

)
Y T ® Surulipatti
Upputhara e Suruli falls e

on August 24, 2018, when the State was hit by /

floods. It is because the lives of 50 lakiopke N e _“

. . . . mily=7 N, Z ) o
would be in danger if the water level in the dam i Viduaah ] \-w $\\‘
raised. R @\\\._.‘J

S5 Map not {o scale.

However, Tamil Nadu objected to this decision
citing the Supreme Court judgments of 2006 and 2014, which fixed the maximum water level at 142
feet.

What next?
The court asked officials &erala and Tamil Nadu to interact responsibly and avert angefao lives. The
Court also made it clear that this was not an issue to play politics about.
Now, the supervisory committee will have to decide about the maximum water level and inform the
court about it.
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Mullaperiyar Dant what you need to know?
Althoughthe dam is located in Keralat, is operated by Tamil Naddollowing an 1886 lease indenture for 999
years (the Periyar Lake Lease Agreement) that was signed between the Maharaja of Travancore and the
Secretary of State for Ima for the Periyatrrigation works.

Constructed between 1887 and 1895, the dam redirected the river to flow towards the Bay of Benga

instead of the Arabian Sea and provide water to the arid rain region of Madurai in Madras Presidencly.
The dam is locatedn the confluenc® ¥ G KS adzf €  @F NJ FyR t SNA&I NI NR @

What does Tamil Nadu say?
Tamil Nadu claims that although it has undertaken measures to strengthen the dam, the Kerala governmen
has blocked any attempt to raise the regeir water levelg resulting in losses for Madurai farmers.

Command area Drinking water  :360 million litres per day

A o A~ 4o = De_signed : 60,000 hectares X Industrial demand :Sﬂmillior} litres pef
Y S NJ f I Q a I NE dZY S y- ua Y y Irr|gatedj3§iﬁares(l?9¢-199jf Total water drawn : 22,000 million

Kerala, however, highlights fears of devastatic
by residents living downstream in the
earthquakeprone district of Idukki.

Scientists have argued that if there is an
earthquake in the regio measuring above six - o I
on the Richter scale, the lives of over three  wisperyir & puriar ake ‘ Tl Ma s Intein .. T
million people will come under grave danger. s a sohanaksshnon 1997, History of the paryar dom with century long perfarmance, Cantral foord of imgaton

and Power, New Delhi

igai dam
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Mullaperiyar dam is in Kerala, Tamil Nadu its main beneficiary

Insta Curious:
What is the rule curve?
¢ KS WNUzZ S OdzNBSQ Ay | RIEY RSOAR She gdtekofenifigibedGiéiadz (i A \f 3
RFY A& o0FadSR 2y (GKS WNMYz S OdzNBSQd LG Aa LI NI 27F |0
Instalinks: 4. About the 1886Periyar Lake Lease
Prelims Link: Agreement.

1. Locations of Mullayar and Periyar rivers. 5. About the Interstate River Water Disputes

2. Location of Mullapayar dam? Act, 1956 (IRWD Act).

3. Who manages the dam?

Mains Link:Examine why théullaperiyar dam issue has become bone of contention between Tamil Nadu and

Kerala. Examine if the union government can help restilis issue.

Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?Orgld=G4H94B3FL.1&imageview=0

4. National Security vdudicial Review

Context:

Supreme Court has made few observations regarding theagigility ofjudicial reviewin matters related to
‘National Security'of the Country.

What's the issue?

The Court was responding to submissions made by Sol6eoeral for the Centre, ithe Pegasus snooping
case

CKS I20SNYYSYyd KIFIR NBTdzA SR detailéd affidadrheEponingNaHelSrioapigR
allegations, blankly stating that it K S RA & Of 2 actiziight &ffdct the 8atidnal deyuritfFand defence
2F GKS ylLUA2yéd

Observations made by the Court:
The state cannot keep a secret fromthe codr§ N6t &8 2y GKS o623S& 2F ayl
0KS 2dZRAOAFNE G2 NBYFAY | aYdziS aLlSodal Gd2NE o
The clain has to be backed by evidence to prove that the disclosure of the information sought by the
court would affect national security concerns.
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Nationd security cannot be the bugbear that the judiciary shies away from, by virtue of its mere
mentioning.

Implications:
The court accepted thgtdicial review in national security matters was limited. 2 6 S@SNE (1 KS O3
did not licencethe Gowy YSy G (G2 Ol fft F2NJ Iy a2YYyAodz LINBKAOA
The mere invocation of national sedyrby the state does not render the court a mute spectator.

What isJudicial Review
Judicial review is the power of Judiciary to review any act or order of Legislative and Executive witngs and
pronounce upon the constitutional validity when challenged by the affected person.

1. The power of Judicial Review comes from the Restraint Activism

Constitution of India itself (Articles 13, 32, 136, Judges should: Judges should:
H H vlook to tk iginal Int. f vLook b d the original

142 and 147 of the Constitution). i o

2. Thepower of judicial review is evoked t0 proteC . rLook at the intent of the /“Living Constitution” (changes

. legi he 1 i

and enforce the fundamental rights guaranteed et that wrote thelaw - overtime)
. . ) vRespectful of precedents vActive action is necessary and
in Part lllof the Constitution. /Asgue that changes to the appropriate at times

3. Article 13 of the Constitution prohibits the (o the Aomendmen provens . Soepeeting and enlarging
Parliament and the state legislatures from laws

2 dzN
g A

YE{AY3 €1 6a GKIG aYiKSE FldyREVSlya 2 NINRE@NKREZS 3 dfr N

country.
4. The provisions of Article 13 ensuiteetprotection of the fundamental rights and consider any law

GAyO2yaraitSyid oAGK 2NJAY RSNRIFGA2Yy 2F (GKS 7
InstaLinks: 3. Articles 13, 21 and 32.
Preims Link:
1. Whatis JR? Mains Link:What is Judicial Review in the Indian
2. Evolution. Context? Discuss.

Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Hoe/MShareArticle?0rqgld=GLV94JI5S.1&imageview=0

5. Plea seeks internal polls in parties:

Context:

TheDelhi High Courhas askedhe Hection Commissiono respond to a petition seeking to formulate and

notify a model procedure for internal elections @l political parties.
The High Court order came on a petition urging the Election Commissinake internal polls
mandatory for allpartieswho wish to register themselves undgection 29A of the Representation
of the People Act.

Need for internalpolls in parties:
The EC had in 1996 issued a letter to all recognised national and state political parties as well as registered
unrecgnised parties stating that various provisions relating to the organisational elections were not being
followed by themand called upon them to follow their respective constitutions relating to said elections
scrupulously.

Despite this there was a lack of regulatory oversight by the EC of the internal elections in political parties.

Present challenges and Concerns:
Internal elections of most parties "are often an eyewash for established political families within the
saidparties to continue to retain power as the top leadership of said party".
Lack of transparency and internal democracy in political parties are aéfeacted in similar non
democratic governance models when said political parties come to power.
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Backgraind:
A total of 2,598 political parties are registered in the country with their own distinct symbol provided by the
commission.

Implications of themove:
The timing of the petition is significant, given the internal turmoil in Congress over aff&egasthan and
Punjab, and internal elections deferred due to the CaMddpbandemic.

Insta CuriousKnow more about the registration of political pias. Reference: reatthis.

InstalLinks: 5. Who is a star campaigner?
Prelims Link: 6. Article 324 of the Indian Constitution.
1. Registration of Political Parties. 7. Section 29A of RPA 1951.
2. Recognised vs Unrecognised political
parties. Mains Link:Discuss the need for intra party
3. State vs Nationglarties. elections.

4. Benefits for recognised polial parties.

Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?0rgld=GSA94NKUQ.1&imageview=0

Topics: Salient features of the Representation oft S 2 LXctS Q &

1. Criminalisation of politics

Conext:

Ahead of UP Elections, political parties are now i@ rethink on aligning with those who have a criminal
background but also enjoy influence in their areas.

Background:

The Supreme Court had warned the Parliament aboutitiieent of criminals in politicand also imposed fines
on major political parties for covering up from voters the criminal past of the candidates they fielded in the
Bihar Assembly padlhst year.

What had the Court said in it§ebruary 2020 judgemeft

The Supreme Court had directed political parties to pulthehcriminal history, if any, of their election
candidate® y (KS K2YSLI IS 2F GKSANI 6S0aArAiSa dzyRSNJ (1KS
48 hours of their selection.

Why is this a cause for concern?

1. There are a total 4,442 cases pamglagainst legislators across the country. Of this, thaler of
cases against sitting Members of Parliament and members of State legislatures was 2,556.

2. The cases were pending in various special courts exclusively set up to try criminal cases registered
against politicians.

3. The cases against the legislatordune that of corruption, money laundering, damage to public
property, defamation and cheating.

4. A large number of cases were for violationSgfction 188 IPfor wilful disdoedience and obstruction of
orders promulgated by public servants.

5. There are 413 cases in respect of offences, which are punishable with imprisonment for life, out of
which in 174 cases sitting MRELAS are accused.

6. A large number of cases were pendindleg appearance stage and even nbailable warrants (NBWs)
issued by courts have not been executed.

7. Highest number of cases are pending in Uttar Pradesh.

What does the RPA say on this?
Currently under the Representation of Peoples (RP) Act, lawmalersot contest elections only after their
conviction in a criminal case.
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Section 8 of thekRepresentation of the People (RP) Act, 19disqualifies a person convicted wighsentence
of two years or more from contesting elections. But those under trial continodx eligible to contest
elections.

Main reasons for Criminalization:
1. Corruption
2. Vote bank.
3. Lack of governance.

What is the way out?

1. Political parties shoulthemselves refuse tickets to the tainted.

2. The RP Act should be amended to debarsons against whom cases of a heinous nature are pending
from contesting elections.

3. Fasttrack courtsshould decide the cases of tainted legislators quickly.

4. Bring greater trasparency in campaign financing.

5. TheElection Commission of India (E€Hpuldhave the power to audit the financial accounts of
political parties.

InstaCurias:

(Relations to Elections)

Think! If you are a registered voter in Deltdn you contest an election to Lok Sabha from Assam, Lakshadweep
and Sikkim constituenciegheck

InstaLinks: 3. ECIcomposition and functions.

Prelims Link: 4. CEEappointment.
1. Section 8 of the RP Act. 5. Powers of Eletion Commissio on matters
2. SC guidelines in this regard. related to election of candidates.

Mains Link:Discuss the concerns associated criminalisation of politics and what the Supreme Court done to
address these concerns?

Topics: Appointment to various Constitutional posts, powers , functions and responsibilities
of various Constitutional Bodies.

1. Electinga Speaker, Deputy Speaker:

Context:

Hardoi MLA Nitin Agrawal has been elected Deputy Speaker of the Uttar Pradesh Assembly, which has bar
five months left in its tenure.

How are they elected?
Article 93for Lok Sabha andrticle 178F 2 NJ 4G+ S ' aaSyoftAasSa adldsS GKIG
0Sé> OK?2 gBsinmbérsit@ be Bfeakar and Deputy Speaker.
In Lok Sabha and state legislaturebe President/Governor sets a date for the election of the Speaker,
and it is the Spaker who decides the date for the election of the Deputy Speaker.
The legislators of threspective Houses vote to elect one among themselves to these offices.

Is it mandatory under the Constitution to have a Deputy Speaker?

Constitutional experts poin 2 dzi GKIF G 620K ! NiAOft Sa do FYyR mMmy dz

indicating that not only is the election of Speaker and Deputy Speaker mandatory, it must be held at the
earliest.

Their roles and functions:
1. ¢ KS { LISt | S NalgpakesindnfofShe HiNBeyh® veprésents its collective voice and is its sole
represental A @S (2 GKS 2dziaARS 62NI Ré®

2. The Speaker presides over the House proceedings and joint sittings of the two Houses of Parliamen
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3. LG Aa GKS { LISI r8iNgQwhetRes aBilldsia Myhey(BK and thérefoie Sutside of the
purview of the otheHouse.

4. Usually, the Speaker comes from the ruling party. In the case of the Deputy Speaker of Lok Sabha, {he

position has varied over the years.

5. The constitution hatried to ensure the independence of Speaker by charging his salary on the
consolidated End of India and the same is not subject to vote of Parliament.

6. While debating or during general discussion on a bill, the members of the parliament have to addres
only to the Speaker.

Tenure:
Once elected, the Deputy Speaker usually continues iceoffintil the dissolution of the House.

Under Article 94 (Articlen T 0 F2NJ adF 4SS fS3IAratl ddzNBaovs GKS {
2FFAOS AT KS OSrasSa G2 oS I YSYOSNI2F GKS |2
¢KS@ YlIe& Ifaz2 NBaAiA3Iyreddve frédnloffidé byaiiekofitoh & theHblisé of |
the Peoplep 884 SR o0& | YlI22NAxdGe 2F Ittt GKS GKSy YSY

Powers of deputy speaker:
The Deputy Speaker has the same powers as the Speaker when presiding over a sitting of the House. All
references to the Speaker in the Rules are deemed to be referéadhe Deputy Speaker when he presides.

States which have specified tim@ame for holding the election:
The Constitution neither sets a time limit nor specifies the process for thesgagis. |t leaves it to the
legislatures to decide how to hold #se elections.
For example, Haryana and Uttar Pradespecify a timerame.
In Haryana:
1. The election of the Speaker has to take place as soon as possible after the election. And then the
Deputy Speaker is to be elected within seven more days.
2. The rulesalso specify that if a vacancy in these offices happens subsequently, then the election for
GKSaS akKz2dzZ R 200dzNJ g AlGKAY aS@Sy Rirea 2F (KS

In Uttar Pradesh:
1. Thereisal5RI & f AYA G FT2N Iy St SOlsnvaantdiriag the ke®n ofthadS - 1 S
Assembly.

v)

(s}
111

NI2

2. Inthe case of the Deputy Speaker, the date for the first election is to be decided by the Speaker, and 30

days is given for filling subsequentcaacies.
Know more about Speaker's roles and functibese,

Insta CuriousDoes being Deputy Speaker protect an MP or MLA from the law of disqualification? Referenc
readthis.

InstalLinks: 5. Grounds for removal.
Prelims Link: 6. Committees he is associated with.
1. Election of Speaker.
2. Functions. Mains Link:Discuss the roles and functions of the
3. Powers. Speaker.
4. Removal.

Link:https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/uttapradeshassemblydeputy-speakerelectionnitin-
agrawai7582446/lite/.

2. How are Rajya Sabha members punished for misconduct in treePlo
Context:
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More than two months after eight Ministers, at a joint press conferencepaed the Opposition of assaulting
security officials on the last day of the monsoon session of Parliament, there has been no disciplinary actior
against anyone.

What's the issue?
On August 11, during the passage of the contentious Insurance Bilh @hi©pposition parties had demanded
be sent to a select committee for further scrutiny, there was a physical tussle between the Opposition
members and the security staff.
Theverny SEG RI &3 GKS SAIKG aAyAadSNB FonGezsrddss toi K g
t - NXAFYSYyGéo

The Rajya Sabha Secretariat has already completed its internal examination and studied the precedgnts

of action taken in similar cases.

Basisfor punishment:

Chairmanhas the power to conduct smooth proceedings of tloaibe.

If any rules are violatedhe Chairman has the power to initiate disciplinary action.
Butthe Rules of the House do not empower Parliament to inflict any punishmenttsrmembers
other than suspensioror creating disorder in the House.

Rue2s 2F (GKS wlael {FIoKIFQa wdzZ S& 2F t NPOSRdAz2NBY
Specifies the acts of misconduct:
Under this, an MP can be suspended for disregarding the authority of the Chair or wilfully abesing
rules or obstructing the business of the house.
Howeverthe power to supend an MP is vested in the house, not the chairmdie chairman only
names the member, while the Parliamentary Affairs minister or any other minister moves the motion
for suspeding the member.

Procedure to be followed for suspension of Rajya Sabha MPs
¢KS /KFEFANXYIFEY YI@ aylrYS I aSYOSNI 6K2 RAANBIF NI
GKS /2dzyOAf o0& LISNRAaGSyGte FyR gAfFdAte 206a
In such a sitation, the House may adopt a motion suspending the Member from the servibe of
House for a period not exceeding the remainder of the session.

The House may, however, by another motion, terminate the suspension.

Terms of suspension:
1. The maximum periodf suspension is for the remainder of the session.
2. Suspended members cannatter the chamber or attend the meetings of the committees.
3. He will not be eligible to give notice for discussion or submission.
4. He loses the right to get a reply to his questo

Appointment of the special committee:
These aehoc committees are appoied only to investigate serious misconduct by MPs outside the
house.
These are usually appointed when the misconduct is very severe and the house is deciding to expel
membe.
No special committee is required to go into what happens before the efyg®e@residing officer in
the House. As per the rules of the House, they need to be dealt with then and there.

Insta CuriousDo you know the differences in powers of Speaker @hdirman of Rajya Sabha with regard to
suspension of MPs? Reference: relad.

Instal nks: 2. Difference in procedures followed by Lok
Prelims Link: Sabha and Rajya Sabhéhis regard.
1. Power to suspend MPs vs powers to revoke 3. Appeals with regard to election of MPs.
suspension. 4. Rules in this regard.
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Mains Link:The solution to unruly behaviour of MPs in Parliament has to betiemg and consistent with
democratic values. Comment.

Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?Orgld=GSA94NL04.1&imageview=0

3. Comptrollerand Auditos General of India (CAG)

Context:
Comptroller and Auditor General of India and Auditor General of Maldives have signed a memorandum of
understandingo strengthen the audit process of public finance.
The MoU also aims at exchanging inforiaatin the field of public sector audit betweehe two
countries.

About CAG:
The Constitution of India provides for an independent office of the Comptroller and Auditor General ¢
India (CAG) iohapter V under Part V.
The CAG is mentioned in the Ctingion of India underArticle 148¢ 151.
He isthe head of the Indian Audit ad Accounts Department.
He isthe guardian of the public purse and controls the entire financial system of the couatripoth
the levels the centre and state.
His duty igo uphold the Constitution of India and the laws of Parliament in the field ofdncial
administration.

Appointment and Term to Constitutionals Posts:
The CAG iappointed by the President of Indiay a warrant under his hand and seal.
He holds officdor a period of six years or upto the age of 65 years, whichever is earlier.

Duties:

1. CAG audits the accounts related to all expenditure ftbenConsolidated Fund of India, Consolidated
Fund of each state and UTaving a legislative assembly.

2. CAG auditall expenditure fronthe Contingency Fund of India and the Public Account of &ral well
as the Contingency Fund and Public Account of each state.

3. CAG audits all trading, manufacturing, profit and loss accounts, balance sheets and other subsidiary
accourts kept by any department of the Central Government and the state governments.

4. CAG audits the receipts and expenditure of all bodies and authorities substantially financed from the
Central or State revenues; government companies; other corporations ariddyathen so required by
related laws.

5. He ascertains and certifies the net prodseof any tax or duty and his certificate is final on the matter.

He acts aa guide, friend and philosopher of the Public Accounts Committee of the Parliament.

Reports:
Hesubmits his audit reports relating to the accounts of the Centre and Stateet@tbsident and
Governor, who shall, in turn, place them before both the houses of Parliament and the state legislatu
respectively.
He submits 3 audit reports to the Presideaudit report on appropriation accounts, audit report on
finance accounts andudit report on public undertakings.

Insta CuriousDo you know about the constitutional provisions which ensure the independence of the office ¢
CAG? Reference: redus.

About Public Accounts Committee.
Reports submitted b AG to thd°resident.
CAG is appointed by?

Appointment and removal of CAG.

InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. Differences between Consolidated and
Contingency funds of India.

abrwnN
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Mains Link:CAG is instrumental in securing accountability of the executive to the parliament in the sphere of
financialadministration. Explain. List the constitutional proerss to ensure the independence of the CAG.

Topics: Statutory, regulatory and various quasi -judicial bodies.

1. National Financial Reporting Authority (NFRA):

Context:

Coming out strongly against certain recommendations madsBRAchartered accountants' apex bodgAl
hassaidthe watchdog does not have jurisdiction over micro, small and medium companies

Background:

This observation comes less than two weeks afterNational Financial Reporting Authority (NFRA) came out
with a consultation paper on statutory audit dmuditing standards famicro, small and medium companies
(MSMCs).

About NFRA:
National Financial Reporting Authority (NFRA) was constituted o@cteber, 2018 under section 132 (1) of
the Companies Act, 2013

Why was it needed?

In the wake of accounting scams, a need was felt to establish an independent regulator for erfaroém
auditing standards and ensuring the quality of audits so as to enhance investor and publierosfid
financial disclosures of companies.

Composition:
TheCompanies Actequires the NFR® have a chairperson who will be appointed by the Central Government
and a maximum of 15 members.

Functions and Duties:
1. Recommend accounting and auditing policies and standards to be edibgtcompanies for approval

by the Central Government;

Monitor and enforce compliance with accounting standards and auditing standards;

Oversee the quality of service of the professions associated with ensuring compliance with such

standards and suggesteasures for improvement in the quality of service;

4. Perform sub other functions and duties as may be necessary or incidental to the aforesaid functions
and duties.

wmn

Powers:
1. It can probe listed companies and those unlisted public companies havingpaipital of no less
than Rs 500 crore or annual turnover ofless than Rs 1,000 crore.
2. It can investigate professional misconduct committed by membetseofnstitute of Chartered
Accountants of India (ICAfdr prescribed class of body corporate a@rpons.

Insta CuriousHave you heard about composition schenreler GST? What are its objectives? What is the
eligibility? Reference: reathis.

InstalLinks: 3. Composition of NFRA.
Prelims Link: 4. Companies Act 201&ey provisions.
1. Provisions under which NFRA was
constituted? Mains Link:Discuss the key functions of NFRA and
2. About ICAI. write a note onts significance.

2. General consent t€ Bl
Context:
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A suit was filed by the West Bengal Government against the Union of India Airigkée 131 of the
Constitution.
The State has challengédK S / . L Q& 2dz2NAARAOGA2Y (G2 NBIAAGSN
in myriad cases.
West Bengal said it had whidrawnd 3 Sy SNI £ O2 y wdy atkéiin 2018. G KS / . L

West Bengal's concerns:
¢KS {GFGS alrAR GKS /.LQa IOlAz2zya 6SNB I RANBOG |
ruling Trinamool Congress leaders in State.

Centre's reponse:
{GFGS 3F2@8SNYyYSyilia R2 y2i Kiled&itralByireau af ingedtigatiodzl S &
(CBI)rom investigating crimes inside the State.
b2d S@Sy GKS !yAizy 3F2@SNYyYSyiliéz KIFa GKS I dziK
conduct investigations.
Also, withdrawal of generatonsent would not stand in the way of constitutional courts entrusting the
/. L 6A0K (GKS OFrasSa GoKSNB Al Aa F2dzyR GKFdG i
AYLI NGAFE Ay@SadAararAzyéeo
Besides, the CBI was empoweredorobe cases conceimy any of the Central subjects enumerated in
the Union List in the Seventh Schedule of the Constitution.

Why is consent necessary?
The CBI is governed bye Delhi Special Police Establishment Aloat makesconsent of a state governent
mandatory for conducting investigation in that state.

There are two kinds of consent:
Casespecific and generglGiven that the CBI has jurisdiction only over central gawemt departments and
employees, itan investigate a case involving statexggnment employees or a violent crime in a given state
only after that state government gives its consent.
G DSY SNJI f isaengdll §vwenité help the CBI seamlessly condsigvestigation into cases of
corruption against central government empla@gein the concerned state.

What does withdrawal mean?
It simply means that CBI officers will lose all powers of a police officer as soon as they enter the state unles
state government has allowed them.
The decision mearthe CBI will now have to geconsent from the state government for every case it
registers in Maharashtra.

Under what provision can general consent been withdrawn?
In exercise of power conferred I8ec¢ion 6 of the Delhi Special Police Establishment Act, 1946, state
governmentscan withdraw the general consent accorded.

Can withdrawal mean that the CBI can no longer probe any case?

No. The CBI would still have the power to investigate old caggsteeed when general consent existed. Also,
cases registered anywhere else irttountry, but involving people stationed in states which have withdrawn
O2yalSyis 62dd R ftft26 /.LQ& 2dNA&ARAOGAZ2Y (2 SEGSY

Insta CuriousSuits under Articld31 are filed exclusively in the Supreme Court with regard to disputes
between $ates, or between the Centre and State. Do you know about the original jurisdiction of the Suprem
Court? Reference: reddis.

InstaLinks 3. What is General Consent?
Prelims Link: 4. What happens when general consent is
1. About CBI and its establishment. withdrawn by states?

2. Provision®of DSPE Act.
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Mains Link:Can withdrawal mean that the CBI can no longer probe any case? Discuss.

Link:https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehindu.com/news/national/wedbtengalspower-to-withhold-
consentto-cbris-not-absolutecentreto-sc/article37121312.ece/amp/

Topics: Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and issues
arising out of their design and implementation.

1. PM Poshan Shakti Nirman Scheme:

Context:
The existingVlid-Day Meal schemewhichprovides hot meals to students, has been renamstha National
Scheme for PM Poshan Shakti Nirman.

Key propositions in the PM POSHAN Scheme:

Supplementary nutrition:The new scheme has a provision for supplementary nutrition for children in
aspiratianal districts and those with high prevalence of amaa.

States to decide diettt essentially does away with the restriction on the part of the Centre to provide funds
only for wheat, rice, pulses and vegetables. Currently, if a state decides to addrapgnent like milk or eggs
to the menu, the Centreloes not bear the additional cost. Now that restriction has been lifted.
Nutri-gardens¢ KS& gAff 0S RSOSt2LISR Ay aoOKz2z2fa (2
I NRSyAy3Ae o

Women and FP& To promote vocals for local, women shHlp graups and farmer producer organisations will
be encouraged to provide a fillip to locally grown traditional food items.

Social Audit¢ KS a8 O0OKSYS | faz2 LXIya
execution.

Tithi-Bhojan: Commnities would also be encouraged to provide the children food at festivals etc, while
cooking festivals to encourage local cuisines are also envisaged.

DBTs to schooln other procedural changes meantpoomote transparency and reduce leakages, Statds wi
be asked to do direct benefit cash transfers of cooking costs to individual school accounts, and honorarium
amounts to the bank accounts of cooks and helpers.

Holistic nutrition: The rebranded schemelay a (12 T2 Odza 2y
traditional foods will be encouraged, along with school nutrition gardens.

I3APS

& K 2 fldcallyigho®n v dzii N

About the Mid-Day meal scheme
The schemguarantees one meal to all children irogernment and aided schools and madarsas supported
under Samagra Shiksha.
Studentsup to Clas VIl are guaranteed one nutritional cooked mexdlleast 200 days in a year.
The Scheme comes undiye Ministry of HRD.
It waslaunched in 199%sthe National Programme of Nutritional Support to Primary Education (NP
¢ NSPE)a centrally sponsoredcheme.ln 2004, the scheme was relaunched as thed\Day Meal
Scheme.
The Scheme is also coveredtbg National Food Security
Act, 2013

FOOD NORMS UNDER MID-DAY MEAL

(PER CHILD PER DAY IN GRAMS)

G Ay a LIS O lies ®ngroundedel & ( dzR (S

Objective:

Address hunger and malnutrition, increase enrolment and
attendance in school, improve socialisation among castes, provi

employment at grassroot level especially to women.

The MDM rules 2015, provide that:
Theplace of serving meals to the children albe school

only.

If the Mid-Day Meal is not provided in schooln any
school day due to neavailability of food grains or any
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For Primary
Classes

Foodgrains

100gms

Pulses

20gms

Vegetables

50gms

Oil and fats

5gms

#BanegaSwasthindia

For Upper Primary
Classes

Foodgrains

150gms

Pulses

30gms

Vegetables

75gms

Oil and fats

7.5gms

ndtv.com/swasthindia
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other reason, the State Government shall fagd security allowanceby 15th of the succeeding
month.

The School Managemef@iommittee mandated undehe Right to Free and Compulsory Education
Act, 2009shall also moitor implementation of the Mieday meal Scheme.

Nutritional norms:

In terms of calorie intakeas per the MDM guidelines, the children in primary schools must be provided with &
least 450 calories with 12 grams of protein through MDM while the childteupper primary schools should

get 700 calories with 20 grams of proteas per MHRD.

The food intake per meal by the children of primary classas,provided by MHRD is 100 grams of food grains,
20 grams of pulses, 50 grams of vegetables and 5 gohwits and fats. For the children of uppatimary

schools, the mandatedrbakup is 150 grams of food grains, 30 grams of pulses, 75 grams of vegetables and|7.5
grams of oils and fats.

—

Insta Curious:
Do you know about the 2012: RIO+20ero Hunger Chiange? Reference: reddis.

Instal inks: 5. Nutritional norms prescribed.
Prelims Link: 6. Coverage under the scheme.
1. Origin of MDMS. 7. Responsibility to pay food security
2. When was it renamed? allowance under the scheme.

3. Difference between centrally sponsored

and Central sector schemes? What kind of Mains Link:

scleme of theMDMS? Discuss the significance of Mithy Meal scheme.
4. Financing under the scheme.

2. Inner Line Permits

Context:

In a bidto reopen the touism sector, the Arunachal Pradesh government has decided to withdraw suspensio
on issuing ILP arférotected Area Permito travellers as the COAI® situation in the northeastern State is
"under control".

-

Whatis an ILP
It is a document required by nenatives to visit or stay in a state that ieopected under tke ILP system.
At present, four Northeastern states are covered, namahunachal Pradesh, Mizoram, Manipur and
Nagaland.Inner line permit is also mandatory for entering intakshadweep.
Both the duration of stay and the areas allowedde accessed fany non native are determined by
the ILP.
The ILP is issued by the concerned state government and can be availed both by applying online or
person.
An ILP isnly valid for domestic tourists.

n

Rationale behind:

The Inner Line Permit & extension ofhe Bengal EasterRrontier Requlation Act 1873

After the British occupied the Northeast, the colonisers started

exploiting the region and its resources for economic benefits. o Arunachal
They first started tea plantations and oil industries in 21Kk __.~ Pradesh

Brahmaputravalley. Gang . @ltanagar
The indigenous trigs living in the hill areas would regularly gty gmgzg\ssa’g ir3389611«’=1r1d

conduct raids into the plains to loot and plunder, marauding tt ~ % ~me

tea gardens, oil rigs and trading posts set up by the British EE’“W;S
India Company. g
It was in this context that the BEFB7B was promulgated.
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Insta CuriousDo you know the differences between an ILP and a Protected Area Permit @A4&¥nce:

Instal inks:

Prelims link: Since ILPfisquently in News, concérate on:
1. Map based questions involving NortBastern states.
2. NE state and their international neighbours.

Mainslink:! yI f @84S GKS AaadzsS 2F AYLRaAldAz2y 2F (GKS L[t
this system has posed to the Indianvgonment.

Link:https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehindu.com/n@s/national/other-states/arunachatabinet
decidesto-lift-ban-on-issuingilp-to-reopentourism-sector/article36788183.ee/amp/.

3. Pradhan Mantri JarAushadhi Yojana

Context:
PM Bhartiya Janaushadhi Pariyojahas achieved the target of opening 8,300 kendrad-f622 in just 6
months.

Background:

With a visiorto provide quality medicines at an affordable rate to theommon manespecially the poor, the
Government has set a target to increabe number of Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Janaushadhi Kendras
(PMBJKs)o 10,000 by March 2024. As on October 05, 2021, the number of stores has increased to 8355.

Performance of tle scheme:
All the districts of the country have been
covered under the scheme.
Effective ITenabled logistics and suppthain . % A Bs"sﬂ,;n Jan Aushadhl Kendra
systems for enging reattime distribution of BT S R A

(/‘p( you are /d/é/h(q redicired

for Blood Pressure or heart care...
...Please check the prices at

s Pradhan Mantri

medicines at all outlets have also been ”::;1:@ el (i “::",,,.iﬁ"' | |
introduced. w il B B el D ) D
P ro d u Ct b as ket Of P M BJ P p m-lt Iy com p rlS es More tlmﬂ 500 qllallly ma.dlc.mc:’:ur ﬂlafa;tlesa f;;:lﬂl: Bllagld f;l::;’ll,fe Gastro,

1,451 drugs and 240 surgical instruments.

g Dwm t of Pharmaceuticals q Bureaw of Pharma PSUs of India (BPP1)
nistry of Chemicals & Fertikzers N a m 10PL Corporate Ofice Complex.
o
: jan aushadhi 122016 ptacyans)

About PMBJP -
It is a campaigtaunched by the Department of Pharmaceutlcajéthe Mlnlstry of Chemlcals and Fertilizers.
It seekgto provide quality medicines at affordable pricds the massesthrolg & LISOA L £ 1 S
known as Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Jan Aushadhi Kendra.
Initially launched in 2008the scheme wasechristened in 2015.
The Marmaceuticals & Medical Devices Bureau of India (PM8Iinplementing the scheme.

1800 180 8080/+91-124-4556750 (10.00 am to 5.00 pen - Monday to

Key features of the scheme:

1. Ensure access to quality medicines.

2. Extend coverage of quality generic medicines so as to reduce the out of pocket expenditure on
medicines ad thereby redefine the unit cost of treatment per pers

3. Create awareness about generic medicines through education and publicity so that quality is not
synonymous with only high price.

4. A public programme involving Government, PSUs, Private Sector,9¢Gi€tjes, Goperative Bodies
and other Institutions.

5. Create demand for generic medicines by improving access to better healthcare through low treatme
cost and easy availability wherever needed in all therapeutic categories.

World Health Organizatiorr Good Manuécturing Practices (WHGMP)
Under the Scheme, medies are procured froiVorld Health Organizatiorg Good Manufacturing Practices
(WHOGMP)certified suppliers for ensuring the quality of the products.
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Good Manufacturing Practices (GMP, also refertedas 'cGMP' or 'current Good Manufacturing Practicis)

the aspect of quality assurance that ensures that medicinal products are consistently produced and controllé

to the quality standards appropriate to their intended use and as required by the ptagecification.
GMP also has legal componentxveling responsibilities for distribution, contract manufacturing and
testing, and responses to product defects and complaints.

Insta CuriousDid you know thathe first WHO draft text on GMP was adopden 19687n 1969, when the
World Health Assembly reoamended the first version of the WHO Certification Scheme on the quality of
pharmaceutical products moving in the global market, it accepted the WHO GMP as an integral part of the
Scheme. Reference:adthis.

InstaLinks 3. The scheme was launched by which
Prelims Link: Ministry?
1. When was the scheme launched? 4. About BPRlestablishment and functions.
2. When was it renamed? 5. What is a generic medicine?

Mains Link:Discuss the need for and significance of Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Janaushadhi Priyojana (PMBJ

4. Daylightlynchingand law to prevent it:
Context:

¢tKS NBOSyild feyOKAYy3d 2F | Yl y estiontfeDgiHarygmia border, theK S 2
brutality of the hate crime captukand replayed on video, calls for the full force of the law to step in, to bring
swift and sure punishment to the guilty.

What happened?

The victim, Lakhbir Singh, an SC labouter t¥elonged to a village in Tarn Taran, was reportedly accused of a
actof beadabi or desecratiofy his killers, allegedly a groupihangs who tortured him and tied the

mutilated body to a police barricade.

What needs to be done now?
Thugs and lumpens should not be allowed to find any coMeey have played judge, jury, executioner, and the
state must urgentlydentify them and bring them to book.

What is meant byLynchin@

Any act or series of acts of violence or aiding, abetting (encouraging) such act/acts thereof, whether
spontaneous or planned, by a mob on the grounds of religion, race, caste, sex, place of birth, language, die
practices, sexual agntation, politicalaffiliation, ethnicity or any other related grounds.

How are these cases handled?

Thereigiy 2 aSLJI NI¥ (0S¢

with underSection 300 and 302 of IPC
Section 302rovides that whoever commits murder shiak punished witldeath or imprisonment for
life and shall also be liable to fine. Offence of murder is a cognisablebatable and non
compoundable offence.

STAYAGAZY TFIROLYnshaedircidentg G e Sehlti &

SC guidelines:
Thereshouldbé G &SLI NI GS 2FFSy OS¢ ¥F2 Nofdidayilpekvary 3 | Y R
maximum sentenceaipon conviction of the accused person to set a stern example in cases of mob
violence.
The state governments will have designate a senior police officer in each distriot taking
measures to prevent incidents of meinlence and lyndng.
The state governments need identify districts, subdivisions and villageswhere instances of
lynchingand mob violence have been reported in the recent past.
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Thenodal officers shall bring to the notice of the DGP abauty inte-district caordination issues for
devising a strategy to tackle lynching and mob violence related issues.

Every police officer shahsure to disperse the mob that has a tendency to cause violeincie
disguise of vigilantism or otherwise.

Central and the state governments shall broadcash radio, television and other media platforms
about the serious consequences of mob lynching and mob violence.

Despite the measures taken by the State Police, if it comes to the notice of the localipatiee
incident of lynching or mob violence has taken pldbe,jurisdictional police station shall
immediately lodge an FIR.

The State Governments shall prepare a lynching/mob violence victim compensation scheme in the light
of the provisions of Secth 357A d CrPC

If a police officer or an officer of the district administration fails to fulfill his duty, it will be considered
an act of deliberate negligence.

Need of the hour:
Every time there is a case of honor killing, hate crimes, witch hgiainmoblynching we raise
demands for special legislation to deal with these crimes.
But, the fact is that these crimes are nothing but murders and the existing provisions under IPC and
CrPC are sufficient to deal with such crimes.
Coupled with the guiglinesld R R2 6y Ay t 22y L gl fl Qa OFasSz 4SS | NJ
mob lynching. However, what we lack is due enforcement of the existing laws and accountability of the
enforcement agencies.

Attempts by various states in this regard:
Manipur government came up first with its Bill against lynching in 2018, incorporating some logical ar{d
relevant clauses.

Rajasthangovernment passed a bill against lynching in August 2019.
West Bengatoo came up with a more stringent Bill against lynching.

Insta Cuious: Do you know there is something like the United Nations Strategy and Plan of Action on Hate
Speech? Reference: redds.

InstaLinks: 2.2 KFG Aa t22ylgltl Qa |OF .
Prelims Link: 3. What are the provisions available against
1. States which have passed laws against mob mob lynching under IPC?
lynching.

Mains Link:Mob Lynching has become a recurrplienomenon in India which is surging hate violence
targeting religious and caste minorities. Explain the causative factors and suggest ways to address it.

Link:https://www.google.com/amp/s/indianexpress.com/article/opinion/editorials/singdmrder-lynching
skm7573973/lite/.

5. Bhumiputra Bilin Goa:
Context:
Goa CM haslarified thatthe BhumiputraBillg 2 y QG 6 S aSyd (G2 D2 @JSNY 2 N®

What's the issue?

TheGoa Bhumiputra Adhikarini Bill, 202that was passed in the Goa Assembly on July 30 had since been at

the centre of a political storm.

TheBilwag A YSR |0 3IAGAYy3A (GKS ailrésilitg irdGha fo¥ at keasly3D yddaiidNd Q | ( 2

enable him or her to stake claim to ownersloptheir house of up to 250 sq m built before April 1, 2019.
| 26 SOSNE | OGA@PAaGa aFAR GKIdG AG KFER KdNI GKS| &¢
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Highlightsof the Bill:

1. Itrecognises y e 2y
gives such a persdn K
so far.

2. Once recognised as a Bhumimtan individual can stake clatomownership of their house of not
more than 250 sq mbuilt before April 1, 2019.

GAY3I Ay GKS adF G SacFRNy onF 6K NE

S tA
S NRAIKG G2 26y KAa 2N KSNI wavylrfft R

Implementation:

1. The Bill provides for the constitution tife Bhumiputra Adhikarint a committee consisting of the
Deputy Collector ags Chairperson, and officials from the departments of Town and Country Planning
Forest ancEnvironment , and Mamlatdars of respective talukas as its members.

The Bhumiputra may apply to the committee if his house has been built before thaffaldte.
3. The committee will invite objections within 30 days, including from the land owner whidd etso be

a local body, and then take a decision of granting ownership to the Bhumiputra.

4. 1y FLIWISEE 3FAyad G HeSision Baddeileddzéfnd the AdinihistiativeNTrilylinah
within 30 days.

n

Can the courts intervene?
NocourtshalK | @S 2dzZNAARAOGA2Y aG2 SYdSNIIFAyZ RSOARS 2N
Bhumiputra Adhikarini and AdministrativéN\A 6 dzy’' I f dzy RSNJ G KA&a ! Ol ¢ @

Need for these measures:
In the last so many years there have been cases of homes bailpbgson or his parents but the land is not in
his name. There is always a sword dangling over their head that someone will file @asst taem (over
ownership).
Therefore, the objective of the Bill is to give ownership right to the@stuipied dwéer of a small
housing unit to enable hirfo live with dignity and selfrespect and exercise hisght to life.

Concerns:

The biggest concern is that the bill may give rise to regularisation of illegal structures. This might also open
floodgates for tle migrant populationthat has been staying in densely populated areas in Goa and has no
legality.

InstaLinks: 4. Benefits.
Prelims Link:
1. Overview othe Bill. Mains Link:
2. Eligibility. Discuss the significance of the Bill.

3. Implementation.

6. BharatNet project:
Context:
Tamil Nadu FibreNet Corp signs agreement for BharatNet project implementation.
The project aims at providing 1 Gbpasnolwidth connectivity to all Gram Panchayats.

About BharatNet:
1. BharatNet Project was originally launched in 201thasNational Optical Fibre Network(NOFdhd
renamed as Bharallet in 2015.

2. It seekdgo provide cannectivity to 2.5 lakh Gram Panchayat&PsYhrough optical fibre.
3. ltis a flagship missiomplemented byBharat Broadband Network Ltd. (BBNL)
4. The objective ito facilitate the delivery of egovernance, ehealth, eeducation, ebanking, Internet

and other services to rural India.

The larger vision of the project is:
To establish a highly scalable network infrastructure accessible on-disomminatory basis.
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To provide on demand, affordable broadband connetstiof 2 Mbps to 20 Mbps for all houselds
and on demand capacity to all institutions.
To realise the vision of Digital India, in partnership with States and the private sector.

Implementation:

The project i CentreState collaborative projectwith the States contributing free Right$ Way for
establishing the Optical Fibre Network.

The entire project is being funded hiniversal service Obligation Fund (USQ#hich was set up for improving
telecom services irural and remote areas of the country.

Insta CuriousDo you know what Dark Fibre iB2ad Here

InstalLinks: 4. About BBIL.
Prelims Link:
1. About BharatNet. Mains Link:
2. Obijectives and implementation. Discuss the significance of BharatNet Project.

3. About USOF.

7. Uighurs

Context:

Fortyll KNBS O2dzy iNASa KIF @S OLttSR 2y /KAyl (2 aSyadind

community inXinjiang
The declaration accused China of a litany of human rights violations against the Uighudégncl
torture, forced sterilisation and forced disappearances.

What were the demands?

China should allow immediate, meaningful and unfettered access to Xjrifimindependent observers,
including the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights and hee.offic

What's the issue?
Credible reports indicate that over a million naznsTan [
people have been arbitrarily detained in Xinjian

and that there is widespread surveillance -(W einglll 4 oA

MONGOLIA

KASHGAR £
3 % sQutH

disproportionately targeting Uighurs and Sy : 77 korea, saban
members of other minorities and restrictions on """ iy Rl
fundamental freedoms and Uighur culture. Ll 4
NEPAL o
China's response: e o e
Despite mounting evidence, China denies ¥ ¥ T
mistreating the Uyghurs, and goes on to insist it

7 \ \ { @ YOA
is simply runing "vocational training" centres designed to counter extremism.

Who are Uighurs?
The Uighuos are a predominantliviuslim minority Turkic ethnic groupwhose origins can be traced to Central
and East Asia.
The Uighurs speak their own language, similar to Turkish, and see themselves as culturally and ethnically ¢
to Central Asian nations.
Chna recognises the community only as a regional minority i@jects that they are an indigenous
group.
Currently, the largest population of the Uighur ethnic community lives in the Xinjiang region of China
A significant population of Uighurs also liweshe neighbouring Central Asian countries such as
Uzbekstan, Kyrgyzstan and Kazakhstan.
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Uighur Muslims for decades, under the false accusation by the Chinese government of terrorism and
separatism, have suffered from abuses including persecutionedodetention, intense scrutiny, surveillance
and even slavg.

Insta Curious5 2 &2dz 1y26 | 062dzi / KAYlFIQa hyS /2dzyiNE ¢g2
under this policyRead this,

InstalLinks: 4. Indian states bordering Xinjiang province.
Prelims Link:

1. Who are Uighurs? Mains Lirk:

2. Where is Xinjiang? Who are Uighurs? Why are they in news? Discuss.

3. Who are Han Chinese?

Link:https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thelindu.com/news/international/43countriescallon-chinaat-
un-to-respectuighurrights/article37130917.ece/amp/

8. What isAdjusted gross revenue (AGR)

Context:

Bharti Airtel has decided to opt for the foyear moratorium oradjusted gross revenue (AGR) and spectrum
payments,making itthe second telco after Vodafone Idea to accept the offer, which was part of the recently
announcedelecomrelief package.

Background:

The Union @binet had in September approved several measures to extend lifeline to thestragiped

telecom sector, including afir-year moratorium on payment of dues to the government arising out of the

AGR judgment as well as payments of spectrum purchased irapeisons.
The government had asked the telecom companies to convey their decision on opting for thyedwur
duesm2 NI} G2NRdzY 068 hOG20SNI HpY SKAES Ffaz IADAY
converting the interest amount pertainirtg the moratorium period into equity.

What is AGR?
Adjusted Gross Revenue (AGR) is the usage and licensing fésldbam operators are charged by the
Department of Telecommunications (DoT). It is divided into spectrum usage charges and licensimepiges
between 35 percent and 8 percent respectively.
As per DoT, the charges are calculated based on all reveramesd by a telcg including nortelecom
related sources such as deposit interests and asset sales.

What was therelief packag®
Package includes a foyear moratorium on payment of statutory dues by telecom companies as well
as allowing 100% FDI through the automatic route
The wide set of measures proposed entail reforms for the ailing sector by way of granting moratoriur
on unpaid dues, redefiningdjusted Gross Revenue (A@R)spectively and cutting in Spectrum Usage
Charges.

How does the package help?
It provided much needed relaxation to telecom companies Vodaldea, Reliance Jio and Bharti
Airtel.
These are expected to protect and generate employment opportunities, promesdéty competition,
protect interests of consumers, infuse liquidity, encourage investment and reduce regulatory burden
on Telecom Servee Providers (TSPs).
A moratorium on AGHRelated dues will offer space to the castrapped firm to improve its busines
and clear dues over a longer period.
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The definition of AGR has been changed to excludetel@eom revenue. All notelecom revenue W
be removed from AGR.

KEY ANNOUNCEMENTS
But how didthe financial condition of the telcos deteriorat® Moratorium on payments: On AGR
Let's understand this in three simple steps: R et M e e i

will have to be done four years later.

1. It started by and large witthe differing legal interpretation of o P
AGR. To understand thiS, one must go back to 1999’ when t pain point of telcos, which was the

inclusion of non-telecom revenues

government decided to shift from a fixed to a reverslearing for calculation of adjusted gross
revenue, nas en oneawayvvit .
model for the telecom sector. Telecom players would pay @ | 60% o1 through automatic route:

certain percentage of their AGR, eamidrom telecom and non | [hisliberalisation makes it easier

for telcos to find global investors.

telecom revenues, as licence and spectrum fee. Rationalisation of spectrum

. ecosystem: A fixed calendar for
2. In 2003, the Department of Telecom (DoT) raised the demar | auctions, doing away with the need
f AGR I d ” d b I for bank guarantees.
or. payments._ t_sql all revenue earne _yte cos as Clirgpes o spectrums ressoved:
dividend from subsidiaries, interest @mort-term investments, | Soyernmentdoesaway with

money deducted as trader discounts, discount for calls and - b e o
others, which was over and above the revenue from telecom| spectrum for30years, instead of 20.
services, would be included for calculation of AGR.

3. The telcos approachettie Telecom Disputes Settlement Appellate Tribunal (TD$#Aich in July 2006
ruled the matter must be sent back to the regulator TRAI for fresh consultation. TDSAT rejected the
go SNy YSy i Qa O2 yGe&rg indvedd yhe Suprgnte CAuk. SVhile the case was still ongoing,
in 2012, the Supreme Court cancelled 122 telecom licences in the 2G scam case. This prompted a
revamp, with spectrum now allocated through auctions.

What wasthe Supreme Court verdi&
LY HAM®pZ GKS {dzZLINBYS [/ 2dzNI 3+ @S GKS FANBG DSNRAC
correct one, and that théelcos must pay the AGR, @rest and penalty on nepayment.

Insta CuriousDo you know how spectrum auctions are held in India? Referencethmead

InstaLinks: 2.2 KFG sla {/ Qa @OSNRAO
Prelims Link: 3. Composition of TRAI?
1. What is AGRPlow is it calculated? 4. How spectrum allocation is done in India?

Mains Link:Discuss the challenges facing the Indian telecom sector today. What should the Government of
India do to savehe telecomsector?

Link:https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehindu.com/business/bhastipts-for-four-yearmoratorium-on-
duedarticle37168045.ece/amp/

9. Framework for traffic management of drones:

Context:

The Civil Aviation Ministry has notifiadraffic management framework for drones.
The framework has been issued undee Drone Rules 2021

Overview of the framework:

1. Public and private thirdparty service providersvill manage their movement in thairspace uder
1,000 feet.

2. The frameworlallows third-party service providers to give servicesich as registration, flight
planning, dynamic deconfliction and access to supplementary data like weather, terrain and position
manned aircratt.

3. Also,a set of supptmentary service providers will also be permittieunder the framework to provide
services such as insurance and data analytics to support the UAS (unmanned aircraft system) Traffi
Management (UTM) ecosystem.
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4. All drones (except Nano drones operating indlgreen zoneghall be required to mandatorilyhare
their realtime location through the network to the Centre either directly or through tkpatty service
providers.

5. Service providers will be permitted to charge drone operators a servicedrd a small portion of it
might have to be shared wittne Airports Authority of India (AAl)which manages the ATM.

What necessitated a separate framework for drones?

Current air traffic management (ATM) systems have not been designed to handleffieeftcan unmanned

aircraft.
Also, Integration of unmared aircraft in the Indian airspace using conventional means may require
unmanned aircraft to be equipped with bulky and expensive hardware, which is neither feasible nor
advisable.
Moreover, traditbnal traffic management services provided by ATCs @iidrcontrollers) for manned
aircraft cannot be scaled for managing drone traffic which is expected to become at least 100 times
higher since the traditional ATM is manual and requires human inteiove.

Drone management in India:
The Union governmeritad on September 15 approvedproductionlinked incentive (PLI3cheme for
drones and drone components with an allocation of Rs 120 crore spread over three financial years.
The ministry had on Augt 25 notifiedthe Drone Rules, 204hat eased the regulation of drone
operations in India by reducing the number of forms that need to be filled to operate them from 25 t
five and decreasing the types of fees charged fromaperator from 72 to four.

Need for stricter rules and regulations:
RecentlyDrones were used for the first time to drop explosive devitrgggering blasts inside the Air
C2NOS {dlFGA2yQa GSOKYAOFf I NBIF Ay W YYdz
Over the past two years, droséhave been deployed regularly by Pakidbased outfitso smuggle
arms, ammunition and drugs into Indian territory.

According to government figures, 167 drone sightings were recorded along the border with Pakistan|i

2019, and in 2020, there were 77 susightings.

With the rapid proliferation of drone tectology and exponential growth of its global market in recent
years, the possibility of a drone attack cannot be ruled out even in the safest cities in the world.
Drones are becoming security threats particulanlgonflict zones where nestate actors arective

and have easy access to the technology.

Insta CuriousDid you know that there are a few countries in the world which do not have armed forces of
their own? Which are those countrie§&ference:

InstalLinks: 4. Licenses required.

Prelims Link:
1. Overview of new rules. Mains Link:Discuss the significance of the new
2. New rules vs old rules. rules.

3. Exemptions.

Link:https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehindu.com/news/national/governmembtifies-frameworkto-
managedrone-traffic/article37179576.ece/amp/

10. Amendments to the Registration of Births and Deaths Act, 1969:

Context:
The Cetre has proposed amendments tbe Registration of Births and Deaths Act, 196fat will enable it to

GYFAYGEAY (GKS RFEGFOFAS 2F NBIASESMEBR GANIK FyR B

Presently, the registration of births and deaths is done by the localtragappointed by States.

Need for:
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The database may be used to update the Population Register and the electoral register, and Aadhaar, ratio
card, passport and drivingénce databases.

Proposed amendments by the Centre: Repository of data | A ok at some of the
It is proposed thathe Chief Registrar (appointed  proposed amendments to the Registration of Births and

by the State$ would maintain a unified database DesTHEASL 1969
at the State leveland integrate it with the data at
GKS aylFidA2yl t (e A&istar ¢
General of India (RGIThe amendments will imply/

that the Centre will be a parallel repository of ® If implemented, the
data. - . Centre could use the data
& { LIS ChiRedistrafstishall be appointedn R
the event of disaster, with any or all of his power:
and duties for on the spot registration of déa and issuance of extract thereof, as may be
LINS 4 ONR O SRDE

B One amendment says the Chief Registrar
(appointed by the State Government) is to
maintain a unified database at the State level
and integrate it with the data at the
national level, which the Registrar
General of India maintains

What are the benefits of registration of birth and death?
The birth certificate is the first right of the child and it is the first step towards establishing its identity. The
following compulsry uses of birth and death certificates are emerged:

w C2NJ FRYAaaArzy (G2 aoOKz22ftao

w & LINE dymer2. T | 3S F2NJ SYLIX

w C2NJ LINE2F 2F +3S |4 YFENNAF3IASO

w ¢2 SadlofAakK LI NBydGlk3ISo

w ¢2 SadlofAakK 3S Fz2NollsldzN1LJ2aS 2F Sy NRft YSyd
w ¢2 SadlofAakK 3S F2NJ AyadaNF yOS LldzN1l2aSao

w C2NJ NBIAAGSNAY3A Ay DblaGA2ylrf t2LddzFdAz2y wS3IA
w /[ 2YLJzt 42 NE LINRPRdAzOGAZ2Y 2F RSIGK OSNIATAOIGS

dues from insurance congmies and other companies.

Insta Curiousif birth occurred to Indian Citizen abroad (outside India), is there anyigiom to register such
birth in India? Reference: reddis.

Instalinks: 3. Best and worst performing states.
Prelims Link: 4. Who compiles SRS?
1. Registrar General of IndiAppontment,
tenure and functions. Mains Link:Discuss the key trends in the National
2. IMR and MMRcurrent rates and trends. Birth Rate of India.

Link:https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehindu.com/news/national/centrerantsto-keep-birth-death-
database/articd37203036.ece/amp/

11. Centre proposes stricter regulations for CWC:
Context:
TheMinistry of Women and Child Developmeihias proposedhe draft amendments to Juvenile Justice
Model Rules, 2016.
This follows the passage itfe Juvenile Justice (Care aidotection of Children) (JJ) Amendment Bill,
2021,in Parliament.

As per the proposed amendments:
Individuals who receive foreign aid in their personal capacity or as members of an organisation will 1}
be eligible for the membership &@hild Welfare Gmmittees (CWCs).
Thecentral adoption agency CAR®ill be empowered to issue No Objection Certifesi{NOC) for
adoptions by NRIs and OCls.
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Overview of theJuvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Amendment Bill, 2021
1. TheDistrict Magistrateshave been further empowered under the Aotensure its smooth
implementation, as well as garner synergized efforts in favour ofidten in distress conditions.
2. It means that DMs and ADMs witlonitor the functioning of various ageties under the JJ Act in
every district including the Child Welfare Committees, the Juvenile Justice Boards, the District Child
Protection Units and th&pecial Juvenile Protection Units.
3. The DM will also carry oliackground checks of CWC membeso are usually social welfare
activists, including educational qualifications, as there is no such provision currently.
4. The DMs are also to check possiblienimal backgrounds to ensure that no cases of child abuse or chil
sexual abuse are found against angmber before they are appointed.
The CWCs are also to report regularly to the DMstheir activities in the districts.
Serious offences will also inatle offences for which maximum punishment is imprisonment of more
than seven years, and minimum punisént is not prescribed or is less than seven years.
7. Instead of the court, the District Magistrate (including Additional District Magistrate) will now iss
adoption orders.

oo

Child Welfare Committees:

As perthe Section 27(1) of Juvenile Justif@are and Protection of Children) Act, 20@®R Act), Child Welfare
Committees (CWCs) are to be constituted by State Government by notification in the OffaageGar every
district, for exercising the powers and to discharge the duties conferredicim @ommittees in relation to
children in need of care and protection under JJ Act, 2015.

Composition of the committeesThe Committee shall consist of a Chaigua, and four other members as the
State Government may think fit to appoint, of whom atleast shall be a woman and another, an expert on
the matters concerning children.

Eligibility conditions:As per Rule of the Juvenile Justice (Care and ProtextiGhildren) Model Rules, 2016
framed under JJ Act, 2015 Chairperson and the members shaltidwe the age of thirtfive years and shall
have a minimum of seven years of experience of working with children in the field of education, health, or
welfare adivities, or should be a practicing professional with a degree in child psychology or pgyohiat
social work or sociology or human development or in the field of law or a retired judicial officer.

The primary responsibilitpf execution of the Act anRules lies with the State/UTs.

What is theJuvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2015
The Act was introduced and passed in Parliament in 201&giacethe Juvenile Delinquency Law and the
Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children Act) 2000.
It allowed the trial of juveniles in conflict thilaw in the age group of 168 years as adults, in cases
where the crimes were to be determined.
The nature of the crime, and whether the juvenile should liedtas a minor or a child, was to be
determined bya Juvenile Justice Board.
It received impéus after the 2012 Delhi gangrape in which one of the accused was just short of 18
years, and was therefore tried as a juvenile.
The Act streamlined adoption ptedures for orphans, abandoned and surrendered children and the
existingCentral Adoption Resource Authority (CAR#gs been given the status of a statugdsody to
enable it to perform its function more effectively.

Insta CuriousDo you know abdzli & ¢ KS . SRea HeféKnow drly 81 driefX

InstaLinks: 5. What are Child Welfare Committed.
Prelims Link:
1. About CARA. Mains Link:
2. About Juvenile Justice Boards. Discuss the need for reforms in Juvenile Justice Act
3. Provisions of the 2015 Juvenile Justice Act. of 2015.
4. Recent Amendments.

Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?0rgld=GSA94NKVU.1&imageview=0
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Topics: Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and States
and the performance of these schemes.

1. Emergency Credit Line Guarantee Scheme (ECLGS)

Context:

The government has extended tleenergency credit line guarantee schenti# the end of March 2022 or till
guarantees for an amount of Rs 4.5 lakh crore are issuddruhe schera, whichever is earlier.

About the scheme:
The scheme was launched as parttef Aatmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan packa@mnounced in May 2020 to
mitigate the distress caused by coronaviioduced lockdown, by providing credit to different sectors,
especially Micro, Small and Medium Enpieses (MSMES).
100% guarantee coverags being provided bihe National Credit Guarantee Trustg@ompany
whereas Banks and Non Banking Financial Companies (NBFCs) provide loans.
The credit will be provided in the form of a Guaranteed Emergency Credit Line (&)
No Guarantee Fee shall be charged by NCGTC from the Member LendingdnstiiMiils) under the
Scheme.

Interest rates under the Scheme shall be capped at 9.25% for banks and Fls, and at 14% for NBFCq.

Eligibility:
Borrowers with credit owttanding up to Rs. 50 crore as on 29th February, 2020, and with an annual
turnover of p to Rs. 250 crore are eligible under the Scheme.
On 1st August 2020, the government widened the scope of the Rs. 3 lakFEZ®S scheme by
doubling the upper ceilip of loans outstanding and including certain loans given to professionals like
doctors,lawyers and chartered accountants for business purposes under its ambit.

Benefits of the scheme:
The scheme is expected to provide credit to the sector at a low twesteby enabling MSMESs to meet
their operational liabilities and restart their businesses.
By supporting MSMESs to continue functioning during the current unprecedented situation,liben8c
is also expected to have a positive impact on the economy applast its revival.

Insta CuriousFirst Ever International SME Convention was held in 2018 in New Delhi. What were its
objectives? Referencéitps://pib.gov.in/Pressreleasesharespx?PRID=1529660

InstaLinks: 4. What is GECL facility?
Prelims Link: 5. Whatis NCGTC?
1. Classification of MSMEsId vs new.
2. Contributions of MSMEs to GDP. Mains Link:Discuss the significance of the scheme.

3. Whatare NBFCs?

2. Real Estate Reaibry Authority (RERA) Act of 2016

Context:

The Supreme Court has stepped in to protect homebuyers from exploitation by builders who delay transfer ¢f

possession and often redraft delivery schedules.

Need for:

Apetiionw & FTAf SR 2¢zy EKSN¥ I DN ¥FREt & FT2N)¥ F2NJ F ANBSY

agents and buyers.
The petition saidhe Real Estate Requlatory Authority (RERA) Act of Rad iardly been implemented.
Often hardearned savings of ordinary citizens wispiied to have their own homes were invested.

But many families became penniless waiting for a roof over their heads that the builders had promisé¢

them.

The petitioner drew court's attention to Sectidii and 42 of the RERA:
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Section 41 mandated the estlishment of a Central Advisory Council.

Section 42 said the Council would ensure the implementation of the Act, drive major policy changes
assure that consumer interests were not thwarted by buildsmd promoters and craft the faster

growth of the red estate sector.

The Real Estate (Regulation and Development) Act 2016
It is aimed at bringing in transparency and redefining the engagement between various stakeholders.

Key provisions:

1. Arequirement fordevelopers to now register projects with RERA pigcainy advertisement and sale.

2. Developers are also expected to have all sanction plans approved and regulatory clearances in plac
prior to commencement of sale. Subsequent changes have to be approwathbjority of buyers and
the regulator.

3. The Act arhitiously stipulates an electronic system, maintained on the website of RERA, where
developers are expected to update on a quarterly basis the status of their projects, and submit regul
audits and archectural reports.

4. It requires developers to maintaiseparate escrow accounts in relation to each project and deposit
70% of the collections in such an account to ensure that funds collected are utilised only for the spec
project.

The Act also requass real estate brokers and agents to register thelvesg with the regulator.

The Act also attempts to establish an adjudicatory mechanism for the speedy redressal of disputes.
RERA and the Appellate Tribunal are expected to decide on complaints withinkatious period of

60 days.

oo

Why does it matter?

%)

ific

The Act has been described by the Centre as an attempt at cleaning up the real estate sector, usheijing

in transparency, accountability and faitay among stakeholders.

This law will empower the consumethile boosting the credibility of developers.

It is widely felt that the Act will shift housing demand at least in the immediate term towards the
organised players, bettezquipped as they are to fulfil various stipulations. Most such players have
welcomed the Act, saying that it will bridge the trust dsf.

Insta CuriousDo you know about the various functions and duties of a promoter under RERA? Reference: r
this.

InstalLinks: 3. Important organizabns established under
Prelims Link: it.
1. About RERA.
2. Key provisions. Mains Link:Discuss the need for and significance of
the act.

Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?Orgld=G6N923PH&ithageview=0

3. PM CARES For Children

Context:

A total of 845 COVHDI orphans have so far been identified and approved for receiving benefits threl&iM
CARES Fund

About the scheme

Launched in May 2021.

The scheme has bedaunched for suppor& empowerment of @vid affected children.

Eligibility: All children who have lost both parents or surviving parent or legal guardian/adoptive parents due
Covid 19 will be supported under the scheme.
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Features of the scheme:

1. Fixed Deposit in the namef the child: A capus of Rs 10 lakh for each child when he or she reaches 18
years of age.

2. School Education: For children under 10 yeaksimission will be given in the nearest Kendriya
Vidyalaya or in a private school as a day scholar.

3. School Educatin: for children betveen 1118 yearsThe child will be given admission in any Central
Government residential school such as Sainik School, Navodaya Vidyalaya etc.

4. Support for Higher Educatiorthe child will be assisted in obtaining an education loaPfofessional
courses / Higher Education in India as per the existing Education Loan norms.

5. Health InsuranceAll children will be enrolled as a beneficiary under Ayushman Bharat Scheme (PM
JAY with a health insurance cover of Rs 5 lakhs.

(Note: We haveovered only highlights and key features of the scheme here. For complete details, please vikit:
https://pib.gov.in/PressRleasePage.aspx?PRID=1722Y 19

—

Need for these measures
As India battles a raging second wave, cases of children losing their ptoeovidl9 are also
mounting.
Also the apprehension ahild traffickingin the garb of adoption has increased.
Child Marriageshave also increased in the Couifl induced lockdown.

Insta CuriousDo you know about the SAMARTH initiative? Reference:tread

Instal inks: 6. PM CARES FGhildrern Empowerment of
Prelims Link: COVID Affected Childrealigibility and
1. What is a publicecount? benefits.
2. Who administers PM CARES fund?
3. Which organisations are exempted from Mains Link:
the ambit of RTI act? Discuss why PM CARES fund should be brought
4. What is Consolidated fund of India? within the ambit of RTI act?

5. What is a charitable trust?

Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?0rgld=GU7927L6T.1&imageview=0

4. PM MITRA scheme:

Context:
The government has approved the setting ugefen PM MTRAtextiles parks,followingthed ! YA 2y . dZR 3!
for 2021-H Hcommitments, with a total outlay of Rs. 4,445 crores iperiod of 5 years.

lo2dzi-anewa! ¢ { OKSYSY PM MITRA
The scheme aims to realize the vision of building\atmanirbhar Bharat ALANDMARK DECISION
by positioning India strongly on the Global textiles map. T0 EMPOWER TEXTILES

Itis inspired bghe 5Fvsion2 ¥ |1 2y Q6 t S gFaidh te Bbreatdi  SECTOR
Factory to Fashion to Foreign. :

Aim: B 7 MITRA Parks with a total
. . . . tl f 34,445 Ci i
The scheme aims to create a wodthss indstrial infrastructure S ve
that would attract cuttingedge technology and boost FDI and
i i World-class Industrial
local investment in the sector. WO g s

investment

Selecton of sites: A
Sites for the scheme will be selected by a Challenge Method, based o £ Sorton o7 2k
objective criteria foiGreenfield / Brownfield dies. et Ll
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Implementation:
PM MITRA park will be developed b$pecial Purpose Vehicleghich will beowned by the Central
and State Government and in a Public Private Partnership (PPP) Mode.
Each MITRA Park will have an incubation centre, common procésgsisg and a common effluent
treatment plant and other textile related facilities such as design centres and testing centres
TheMaster Developer will not only develop the Industrial Park but also maintain it during the
concession period.

Funding:

Unde the scheme, the centre will provide development capital support for the development of common
infrastructure ofRs 500 arre for each greenfield MITRA park and upto Rs 200 crore for each brownfield park
Greenfielddescribes a completely new project that has to be executed from scratch, while a

brownfield project is one that has been worked on by others.

Eligibility for Incentives:
An additional Rs 300 crore will be provided as Competitiveness Incentive Suppbe £arly
establishment of textiles manufacturing units in each of these parks.
LY@Sai2NAR oK2 aSi dzLJ al yOK2 NJ LX I ligibleifdr indertivesiof S Y
upto Rs 10 crore every year for upto three years.
India's textile market size (US$ billion)
What are the adantages of the PMMITRA Scheme? 250 e
The scheme intended to generate approximately 1 lakh dir¢

and 2 lakh indirect employment per park. Eoc

The Scheme will offer arpportunity to create an integrated -

textiles value chain right from spinning, weaving, ol I T -
processng/dyeing and printing to garment manufacturing at * T |

one location that would ease business and will reduce R R e
logistics costs of the Industry. Source Technopak Make i s, News i Wiy ofTextis, TechSGReseseh

Insta CuriousDo youknow what are technical textiles? Why are they significant? Referencethead

InstalLinks: 4. Implementaton.

Prelims Link: 5. Incentives.
1. Key features of the scheme.
2. Eligibility. Mains Lirk: Discuss the need for and significance of
3. Funding. the scheme.

5. Consequences of growing digital divide

Context:

The Supreme Couttas flaggedhe consequences afrowing digital divide.
It observed, the digitadivide caused by online classes will defeat the
fundamental right of every child to edation.

How have online classes impacted children?
Little children whose parents are too poor to afford laptops, tablets or an ==
G2 LIAYdzYe Ly aSNY S dnlineltlaSsed darig the pandetic >
have dropped out of school and even run the dangdseihg drawn into child labour or worse, child
trafficking.
Evenghe right to educationK & y2¢ KAY3IASR 2y gK2 02dzZ R IwAoF 2 N
could not.

What's the issue?
The court was hearing petition filed by private schol managements challenging a Delhi High Court order of
September 2020directing them to provide their 25% quota EWS/DG students online facilities free of cost.
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TheHigh Court had said the schools could get reimbursement from the government.

The Delhi geernment had said it had no resources to reimburse the schools for the online gadgets.
Though the Supreme Court had stayed the High Court order in February 202butiheaid boththe Centre
and States such as Delhi could not bow out of their respongibs towards children.

What next?
The Court asked the Delhi government to come out with a plan to effectudeS Wa I f dzi I NB 26
the High Court decisn. The court said the Centre should join in the consultation.

What is Digital Divig?
It means discrepancy between people who have access to and the resources to use new information and
communication tools, such as the Internet, and people who alohawve the resources and access to the
technology.
It also means discrepancy between sigowho have the skills, knowledge and abilities to use the
technologies and those who do not.

Where does it exist?

The digital divide can exist between those liyin rural areas and those living in urban areas, between
genders, between theducated and uneducated, between economic classes, and on a global scale between
more and less industrially developed nations.

Status in India:

1. Although India has 220 milliemartphone users and is the second largest smartphone market in the
world, theoverall penetration is still just about 30 per cent of the population.

2. There is a hugeural- urban and interstate digital divide in India

3. according to statisticsnore than 75 per cent of the broadband connections in the country are in the
top 30 cities.

4. Similarly, many states like nortastern states, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Jharkhand, Orissa, Chhattisgarh
and Assam lag behind other staiesthe use and developmewf ICTs.

5. Globally 12 percent more men used the internet than women in 2017, while in India only 29% of total
internet users are females.

6. Another important reason of digital divide in India is knowledge divide. Knowledge diudectly
related withdigital divide.

Impact of Digital Divide

1. Low female representationDue to huge digital divide in gender, thousands of Indian girlscisetiiar
flung areas areafused access to Information and Communications Technology (ICTs), which is a
primary cause of low female representation in jobs.

2. Denial to information/knowledge:This lack of equal opportunities to access online services and
information deprive people ofiigher/quality education and skill training that could help them
contribute to the economy and become leaders on a global level.

3. Non delivery of welfare schemegis many schemes have started using ICT in their delivery, at the
same time due to digital dide it will create more problem.

Insta CuriousHave you heard aboutBUPI, which has the potential to achieve financial inclusion and bridge
digital divide in India? Reference: regus.

Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticl€rgld=G92921V40.1&imagewi0.

6. No money left in MGNREGA coffers:

Context:
According to its own financial statemeniie Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act
(MGNREGA) schenfs run out of funds halfway through the financial year, andplementary budgetary

[QY)

w»

allocations will not come to the rescue for at least another month when the next Parliamentary session begins.
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Implications:
This means that payments for MGNREGA Out of funds
workers as well as material costs will be &7y 32 0w of 3
delayed, unless the States dip into their  over100% of their allocated
funds under MGNREGA for
own funds. _ _ FY22 till October 29
Activists say the Centre is condemning T
workers tod ¥ 2 NJO S Rby tlela@irg) dzN. mmm s100 s 50-100
wage payments at a time of economic B 80-90 70-80

. 70
distress. <

135.2 % of allocated funds

HIMACHAL PRADESH lThe chart shows the
UTTAR PRADESH
97.2

under MGNREGA for
FY22 utilised by States
until October 29

The total expenditure

2including payments
due was

¥79,810 crore

) The negative net
¢3§DHRA FRADESH 3balance of Andhra

Pradesh and Tamil
Nadu stood at 2,323
TAMIL NADU crore and 1,999 crore

SOURCE: MGNREGA PORTAL 1271 139.3 respectively

Centre's response:
| 26 SOGSNE GKS /SyiuNB Aa y2g4 IO

O

dzaAy3 Ylye {ilIdi84

About MGNREGA

The scheme was introduced in 2005 as a social measurd@ttat NI y 1§ $SSa a0 KS NAIKG 0
The key tenet of this social measure and labour law is that the local government will have to legally
provideat least 100 days of wage employent in rural India to enhance their quality of life.

Key objectives:
1. Generation of paid rural employment of not less than 100 days for each worker who volunteers for
unskilled labour.
Proactively ensuring social inclusion by strengthening the livatito@se of rual poor.
Creation of durable assets in rural areas such as wells, ponds, roads and canals.
Reduce urban migration from rural areas.
Create rural infrastructure by using untapped rural labour.

akrown

The following are the eligibility criteria foreceiving he benefits under MGNREGA scheme:
1. Must be Citizen of India to se@kGNREGBenefits.
2. Job seeker has completed 18 years of age at the time of application.
3. The applicant must be part of a local household (ippligation nust be made with local Gram
Panchayat).
4. Applicants must volunteer for unskilled labour.

Implementation of the scheme:

1. Within 15 days of submitting the application or from the day work is demanded, wage employment wi

be provided to the aplcant.
2. Right to get unemployment allowance in case employment is not provided within fifteen days of
submitting the application or from the date when work is sought.
3. Social Audit of MGNREGA works is mandatory, which lends to accountability and tracgpare
TheGram Sabha is the principal forum for wage seekers to raise their voices and make demands.
It is the Gram Sabha and the Gram Panchayat which approves the shelf of works under MGNREGA
fix their priority.

ok

Insta Curious:
1. Do you knowwvhat WA RIFT BRead HerdRelated topic to Wages)
2. Did you know that Gram Panchayats are responsible for Issuing Job Cards (JCs) under the Scheme
Read more about the roles of Gram Panchayat here:

InstalL inks: 3. Who sets up the State Employment
Prelims Link: Guarantee Fund?
1. Under MGNREGA, what are the roles of 4. What is Wage employment?
Gram &bha, Gram Panchayat, States, State 5. Who conducts social audP?

Food Commission, Centre?
2. What are job cards, who issues them?
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https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/definition/wage-drift
https://vikaspedia.in/agriculture/policies-and-schemes/rural-employment-related-1/mgnrega/key-stakholders-of-mgnregs-and-their-roles-and-responsibilities.

Mains Link:Discuss the key features and sigmfice of MGNREGA.

Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?0Orgld=GM494S2RE.1&imageview=0

Topics: Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services relating
to Health, Education, Human Resources.

1. Antibodies against Nipah virus detected in bats from Kerala:
Context:

Nipah virus antibodies (IgG antibodie#gre detected in bat samples collected by the Natiblnstitute of
Virology (NIV), Pune, from two districtsdirala where a Nipah infection was confirmed.

Significance of the discovery:

Given the current evidence, it has been logically concluded that the Nipah outbreak in Kozhikode did origing
from bats, even though the authorities are still in the dark@she route of virus transmission from bats to
humans.
Nipah Virus outbreaks in India:
1. India has experienced four NiV outbreaks, with the case fatality rate between 65 percent and 100
percent.
2. The most recent outbreak started in Kerala in 2018.
3. Soutlern Asian countries and some Indian states have been identified as potential hotspots for the
disease.
What's the Concern now?
Nipah is considered dangerous as there is no medicine or va@iehe death rate among those affected is
high. While the @se Fatality Rate (CFR) among C&IBffected patients is between2%, that for Nipah
infections is in the range of 6600%.
About the Nipah virus
1. Itisa zoonotic virusmeaning that it can spread between animals and people.
2. The orgaism which causes Nipah Virus encephalitani®RNA or Ribaucleic acid virus of the family
Paramyxoviridae, genus Henipavirusnd is closely related tblendra virus
3. Fruit bats,also calledlying foxes,are the animal reservoir for NiV in nature.
4. Sympoms: Infection with NiV is associated with encephalitis€Bing of the brain) and can cause mild
to severe illness and even death.
Insta Curioust KS bALI}I K @ANHzZA O0bAx0 Aa OflFaaAFASR Fa | 4§

are incluwed in this? Reference: redlls.

InstaLinks: 3. Symptoms.

Prelims Link: 4. Treatment and prevention.
1. About Nipah. 5. What are zoonotic diseases?
2. Causes.

2. Global Roadmap to Defedtleningitis by 2030:

Context:
The Global Roadmap to Defeat Meningitis by 2030 was recently releasid Wyorld Health Organization
(WHO)and its partners.
This ighe first-ever global strategy talefeat meningitis.
It aims to eliminate epidemics of bacterial meningitis and to reduce deaths by 70 per cent and halve
the number of cases.

The new roadmap will aim for:
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1. Achievement of high immunisation coverage, development of new affordable vacanmeimproved
prevention strategies and outbreak response.

2. Speedy diagnosis and optimal treatment for patients.
3. Good daa to guide prevention and control efforts.
4. Care and support for those affected, focusing on early recognition and improved access tnd

support for aftereffects.
5. Advocacy and engagement, to ensure high awareness of meningitis, accountabilgyidéoahplans,
and affirmation of the right to prevention, care and afieaire services.

Significance:
The strategy could save more than 200,000 lives annually and significantly reduce disability caused by the
disease.

About Meningitis:
Meningitis isan inflammation of the membranes that surround the brain and spinal cord.
It is predominantly caused Hyacterial and viral infection.
Meningitis caused by bacterial infection causes around 250,000 deaths a year and can lead to fast
spreading epidemics.
It kills a tenth of those infected mostly children and young peopte and leaves a fifth with long
laging disability.

Insta Curious! + @S @2dz KSIFNR Fo2dzi G4KS WaSy Ay 3ASakasn Afrigd? G @

Reference: reathis.

Link: https://www.downtoearth.org.in/newvs/health/who-releaseshew-roadmapto-defeatmeningitis7942Q

3./ WL F2NJ aLISOALE LIySta G2 LINROS

Context:
Chief Justice of Indihas moaed to form a Panel headed by High Court Chief Justice to probe any complaint
received from Commonman ¢fl- (1 N2 OA 0 A Saé  O2 Y YA, especially police officets 0 dzNJ5 |

Need for Such a Panel
9 Police have been in the spotlight for committing seriougmes:
0 Gorakhpur (UP)The police officers in Gorakhpur in Uttar Pradesh have beensed of
causing thedeath of a businessmaduring araid in a hotel
0 Thoothukudi (Tamil Nadu)iNine policemerwere involved in theustodial deathsof the
father-son dw P. Jayaraj and J. Benidks violating Covid19 Curfew in June last year.
o0 Agartala (Tripura)DM Shailesh Kumar Yadavas recorded on video physicattyanhandling
citizensduring the lockdown and was laterispendecby the state government
1 The politiciation of BureaucracyCJl made the oral observation thatreaucrats act with impunity
with one government but have to LJ- & 6 | O] ¢ wher(therejisiaeginie change
f Wel NBSGa 27 LBufduddts@hdiespétially Roficé dfficapsyiimeniselves being
targeted by the new government. This impacts theirciency, trust, and impartialityin the system.
o E.gADG of Polic&urjinder Pal Singin Chhattisgarrhad soughiprotection from arrestin
Supreme Court inarious criminal casesncluding sedition, extortion, and criminal
intimidation, arraigned against him by the current government.

Atrocities by Police have emerged as human rights concern as it:
1 ViolatesFundamental Rights of citizen
0 Article 21:Custodial violence is against thentlamental right to life and dignity.
0 Article 19:Use of Section 506 of IPC to get-bailable remandfor the accused is against the
FundamentaRight to Freedom.
0 Article 20(3):Adoptingthird-degree torturesand methods to extract the information from ¢h
accused is in clear violation &fticle 20 (3)of the Constitution of India.
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0 Atrticle 22: is also a fundamental right under Article 22(1) of the Indian
constitution, bu custodial violence violates it.

i Violates Article 5 of the i™No one shall be subjected to torture or
cruel, inhuman, or degrading treatment or punishment.

{ Violates : 60%o0f alllarrests made by police wededzy y SOSaal NBé¢ obl GA
Commission (3rd Report))

{ Violates the maxim ¢ OAapsfety afitkeSpeople is the supreme law

CJI Moots Special Panel to investigate case of Police atrocities Custodial Violence is
r;) Major Human Rights

Concern

U.P recorde
/] highest nur of
Cutodial de

>d
mber
aths
E'

pril 2019: Nabbir, a
prisoner in Tihar,

September 2019: Diwakar?
Kumar (30)was tortured at
a police station in

Samastipur, Bihar )

elhi was allegedly,
burned the symbol

Om’ on his back

020: death of a father
son duo from Tamil Nadu,
allegedly due to custodial
violence

Fig: Custodial Violence in India

Challenges in curbing the ’
1 India =India also does not have an afmiture legislation
1 Nonimplementation of SC Prakash Singh case (2006) order: Asopmmendations of the
for constitutingindependent complaint authorityto inquire into he cases of
police misconduct have not been implemented by most of the States.

9 Police force lacks 7 Only the executive can sue a police officer and any
inquiry against the officer need prior government approval.
9 Perception of 2 80%o0f police personal believe the use of violence by them isfjedti

while 50%of citizens also believe sa @ I G dza 2F t 2t A OA yiE ComMmorLCABA | w
1 Underfunded, undettrained and understaffed Police forc&ven the money under the
have not been fully utiied (Bureau of Police Reforms and
Developmeni{BPR&D) data)

0 This leads ta to solve the case without having the requisite resources
to do it.
o0 Nearly riever receive human rights training (Common Cause and-CSD

Lokniti, report)

Measures to curb :
9 Law commission report implementation

o] : those accused of committing custodial tortugdoe it policemen, paramilitary and
military personnek; should be criminally prosecutedstead of facing mere administrative
action.

1 Legal Measures:
0 d&his will ensure thaprosecutors do not need the

permission of the government before pursuing charges against police in cases such as arbitr
detention, extrajudicial killings, torture, and otheriorinal acts.
1 Administrative Measures:
o] should be strictly implementedE.g. notifying the
next of kin of the arrested person, medical examination of the accused wds mandatory,
preparing memo at the time of egst in front of a witness, etc.
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 WdzRA OAl f Y SI adzNBniayistratds mistpieveht ovBrezach af Bofic& powers
inspecting arrestrelated documentsand ensuring the wellbeing of suspects by disequestioning
them.
1 Monitoring andimplementation of DK Basu byidependent and balanced civil socieipdividuals at
each level, under court supervision, will help in minimizing it.
1 Adequate training to the police forceirainingon modern, norcoercivetechniques forsuspect and
witness nterviewing and questioning as well as on respecting human rights aspects.
o0 CCTVs inside police stations, use of Body cameras (as is done in the U.S. and the U.K.) can
ensure police restraint.

Insta CuriousDid you abut Right to Counsel in Custodg2ad Here

Instal inks: 3. What are &gal and Constitutional
Prelims Link: Safeguards?

1. What is Custodial Violence? 4. Recommendations of Various

2. Which fundamental Rights datrocities Committees to police the Bureaucrats?

by Police violate?

Mains Link:Discuss the significance of Implementation of DK Basu judgments with respect to custodial
deaths in India? (15M3ecure compilation page 23

4. Blood pressure, cholestarcontrol
key for Type 1 diabetes DIABETES

KNOW THE DIFFERENCES

Context: A study conducted recently observed that it is

« Childhood-onset diabetes

crucial to have a good control over blood pressane

cholesterol and not just good control over blood sugar

level to combat Type diabetes PREVIOUSLY KNOWN AS

Other observations rade in this study " Insulin-dependent 1 yon.insulin-dependent
{ Patients who hav@1D have reduced lifspan - Juvenile diabetes L L Aot disbotee

even with insulin being administered to them

1 Subjects who were able to contrall the three °
had better glycemic and blood pressure control
more favourable lipid profiles and lower 51'2‘;;‘I’I:"A':':e;:'ehz:i‘
prevalenceof complications which helped them EESSEECCELE SIS
to increase their lifespan compared to those iabores this year,
who could not control all the three :
f T1D prevalence in Indidndia is home to more Foater imounn g 5oy =t makes
than 95,000 children with T1D, reported to be Beta cells in pancreas that . But maybe not enough or
the highest in the world, according to tigh make insulin are destroyed L oo etance) T

International Diabetes Federation Atlas

ap
 What is Type 1 diabetesi? type 1 diabetes, the SIS d;;;nosed . -
pancreas (a small gland behind the Siahees by
stomach)progresively reduces the amount of A
but can be diagnosed at any age
insulin(the hormone that regulates blood e rrorons e —
glucose levels) it produces until it stops T+ Family History
producing any at all. If the amount of glucose in  : Famiy history L Gverweraht or obase
the blood is todhigh, it can, over time, seriously - Envirenmentai factors . _ Tlioh blood pressure
damage the body's organs. - Other autoimunne conditions | g St SaeReTeret levels
1 Difference betveen Type 1 and type 2 diabetes | _ Drovious gestational aiabetes

= Age (45 years or older)

Figure:Difference between Type 1 and Type 2 L TREATMENT

dlabetes = Physical Activity

* Check blood sugar levels

= Insulin (injections or pump)
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1 National Programme for prevention and Control of Cancer, Diabetes, Cardiovascular Diseases and
strokes (NPCDCS):
o It waslaunched ir2010in 100 districts across 21 Stat@sporder to prevent and control the
major NCDs.
0 The mairfocus of the programmés on health promotion, early diagnosis, management and
referral of cases, besides strengthening the infrastructure and capacity building.
0 The funds are being provided to States unb&D FlexPool through State PIPs of respective
States/UTs, with the Centtte State share in ratio of 60:40 (except for NeEhstern and Hilly
States, where the share is 90:10).
 WCA (i mbvghehitwa®launched recently to highlight the need to skealthy amid rising instances
of lifestyle disorders and neoommunicable diseases (NCDs).

InstaLinks: Mains link
Prelimslink Examine the steps taken by the government to
1. What is diabetes? combat the rising diabetes cases inimd
2. Different types of diabetes and the
differences between them Insta-curious link:Insulin What it is and how it
3. Risk factors related to this disease works?

4. Programmes or polies related to this

Souce: The Hindu

5. What isMosquirix the first maladNJA I @l OOAY S G2 ISu
Context:
RTS,S/ASO1 (RTSt®de nameMosquirix, wasrecently endorsed bthe World Health @ganisation (WHQ)
It isthe first and, to date only, vaccine shown to have the capability of significantly reducing malaria,
and lifethreatening severe malaj in tests on young African children.

About Mosquirix:
The vaccine acts agairidt falciparumthe most deadly malaria parasite globally, and the most
prevalent in Africa.
It is alsathe first malaria vaccine to be introduced by three national ministries of health thgh their
childhood immunization programmes Ghana, Kenya, and Malawi.

About Malaria:
Malaria is a lifehreatening disease caused pgrasites that are transmitted to peopterough the bites of
infected female Anopheles mosquitoes.

Malaria burden across the world:
Malaria is most endemic isfrica, with Nigeria, Congo, Tanzania, Mozambique, Niger and Burkina Fas
together accountindgor over half the yearly deaths.

Even now, the disease kills over four lakh every year, according to WHO figures.

Children aged under 5 years are the most eu#tble group affected by malaria; in 2019, they
accounted for 67% (274,000) of all malaria tthsavorldwide.

In 2019, India had an estimated 5.6 million cases of malaria compared to about 20 million cases in
2020.

Countries that have eliminated malaria:

Countries that have achieved at least 3 consecutive years of zero indigenous cases afarakeligible d

apply for the WHO certification of malaria elimination.

Over the last two decades, 11 countries have been certified by the WHO Diteetmral as malarifiee:
United Arab Emirates (2007), Morocco (2010), Turkmenistan (2010), Arn2@dib) ( Sri Lankg&016),
Kyrgyzstan (2016), Paraguay (2018), Uzbekistan (2018), Algeria (2019), Argentina (2019), and El
Salvador (2021).
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Challenges ahead:

The latest vaccine is considered only the first step towards effective immunisation of the gblodeition

aganst malaria. This vaccine is able to prevent severe cases of malaria in only 30 percent of the cases, and
quest for more effective vaccines is still underway.

Reasons for the failure to develop a malaria vaccine so far:
1. The complexit of the lifecycle of the malariacausing parasite, a part of which is spent in the human
host.
2. These parasites are also able to hide inside human cells to avoid being recognised by the immune
system, creating further challenges.
3. Lack of funding and ietest in develomg a malaria vaccine.
4. The vaccine manufacturers have little incentive for malaria vaccines.

Insta CuriousDid you know that China is the first country in the WHO Western Pacific Region to be awarded
malariafree certification in morghan 3 decadesReference: reathis.

Instal inks: 4. Overview of WHO World Malaria Report
Prelims Link: 2020.
1. Difference and examples of various
diseases caused by Virus and Bacteria. Mains Link:
2. Malaria cawses and treatment. 5Aa40dzaa LYRAFQ& S gontdINI &

3. About WHO Certification process.

Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?Orgld=GU7927L71.1&imageview=0

6. Ayushman Bharat PNAY:

Context:
The National Health Authority (NHA), the apex body for implementiag\yushman Bharat Pradhan Mantri
JanArogya YojandAB-PMJAY)has revisedhe Health Benefit Package (HBP) Mastarder the scheme.

In the revised version of Health Benefit Package (HBP 2.2):
Rates 6 some packages have been increased by 20% to 400% under ti&PM
Rates of around 40procedures have been revised and one new additional medical management
package related to black fungus has also been added.

Key Features of PMAY:

¢ KS ¢ 2 ybtRe@ia indurerNdassurance scheme fully finced by the government.

2. It provides cover of 5 lakhs per family per year, for secondary and tertiary care hospitalization across
public and private empaneled hospitals in India.

3. Coverage: Over 10.74 crore poor and vulnerable entitled families (approfintfiecrore beneficiarigs
are eligible for these benefits.

4. Provides cashless access to health care services for the beneficiary at the point of service.

5. The National Health Authority (NHA$ the nodal agency responsible for the nationwide-ooit and
implementation of the ABPMJAY scheme.

6. This scheme ia Centrally sponsored schemaith some Central sector components.

=

Eligibility:
1. No restrictions on family size, age or gender.
2. All pregexisting conditions are covered from day one.
3. Covers up to 3 dayd pre-hospitalization and 15 days pelsbspitalization expenses such as
diagnostics and medicines.
4. Benefits of the scheme are portable across the country.

www.insightsonindia.com 56 InsightslAS

the


http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2021/07/06/china-is-certified-malaria-free-by-who/
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GU7927L71.1&imageview=0
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/12/15/ayushman-bharat-pradhan-mantri-jan-arogya-yojana-pm-jay/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/12/15/ayushman-bharat-pradhan-mantri-jan-arogya-yojana-pm-jay/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2018/02/28/5-health-insurance-india-suffers-many-lacunae-light-basic-right-health-citizens-flows-article-21-constitution-critically-analyse-problems-plaguing/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2015/07/01/3-it-is-generally-accepted-that-the-centrally-sponsored-schemes-css-have-failed-to-meet-their-objectives-due-to-various-factors-critically-examine-these-factors-what-measures-would-you-suggest-to/

5. Services include approximately 1,393 procedures covering all the costs related to treatmentnmclud

odzii y2G fAYAGSR (2 RNHZAAZ adAlLX ASas RAFIy2adh

OT and ICU charges etc.
6. Public hospitals are reimbursed for thealthcare serviceat par with the private hospitals.

As per the latest economic survey:

1. The Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (BKY)contributed to improvement in many health
outcomesin Sates that implemented the programme.

2. States that joined the PMAY, compared to those that did not, experienced greater penetration of
health insurance, reduction in infant and child mortality rates, realised improved access and utilisatig
of familyplaming services and greater awareness of HIV/AIDS.

3. Across all the States, the proportion of households with health insurance increased by 54% for State
that implemented PMJAY while falling by 10% in States that did not.

Insta CuriousDid you know thathe National Health Authority has also been given the responsibility to
implement the National Digital Health MissioR@ference:

Instal inks: 4. About the National Health Agency.
Prelims Link: 5. SEHAT scheme.

1. Components of Ayushman Bharat.

2. PMJAYKey features. Mains Link:

3. Eligibility. Discuss the significance and potahibf PMJAY.

7.Yh V'S lcahsoftiumK Q

Context:

The Department of Biotechnology has labedl  WYhy S | S| f (TKLIdi @8y &2 Nh & dzwihy S
project of the DBT.

About the project:
It envisages carrying out surveillan@d important bacterial, viral and parasitic infections of zoonotic
as well as transboundary pathogens in the doyn
The project also looks intase of existing diagnostic tests and development of additional
methodologiesfor surveillance and understairmdy the spread of emerging diseases.

Composition:
¢KS WhyS 1 SItdK / 2ya2NlAddyOBT&ighal hstitiité of Anfmaln 1 2 NH | y
Biotechnology Hyderabad.

Need for and significance of 'One Héalapproach

TheCovilvd LI YRSYAO dK26SR GKS NBfSGFryOS 2F WisyS | S|

diseases, specially efforts to prevent and contain zoonotic diseases throughout the world.
Therefore, there is a need for a holistic apacb to understand the health of human, animals and
wildlife to minimise the damage caused by future pandemics.

What is theOneHealth conce[
One Health ishe collaborative efforts of multiple disciplines working locally, nationally, and globally, t
attain optimal health for people, animals andr environment, as defined by the One Health Initiative
Task Force.
One Health model facilitates interdiscigiy approach in disease control so as to control emerging anc
existing zoonotic threats.

What arezoonofic disease®
The word 'Zoonosis' (Pleural: Zoonoses) was introduced by Rudolf Virchow in 1880 to includealgltbeti
diseases shared in nature by man and animals.
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Later WHO in 1959 defined that Zoonoses are those diseases and infections whictuealyna
transmitted between vertebrate animals and man.
Zoonoses may be bacterial, viral, or parasitic, or magli® unconventional agents.

Concerns:
As well as being a public health problem, many of the major zoonotic diseases prevent the efficient producti
of food of animal origin and create obstacles to international trade in animal products.

LYRAI Q& FTNIEYSE2N] I LI YA
LYRAFQa WhyS 1 SIfi

blueprint from the agreement between One a
the tripartite-plus alliance comprising the i
Food and Agriculture Organization of the Health b | -’h,.,,
United Natims (FAO), the World &
Organisation for AnimaHealth (OIE), the [ _4 4. v

Coordinating

World Health Organization (WHO) and 22

the United Nations Environment ‘m

Programme (UNER) a global initiative 5 Communicating  Collaborating

supported by the United Nations & |&,\\

I KAt RNBy Qa CdzyR 0] N
Bank under the cerarching goal of i ks o] B e
Contributingl'j 2 Wh f/ ﬁ S2 B M‘Jé and other partners and our environment

In keeping with the longerm
objectives, India establishex
National Standing Committee on
Zoonosess far back as the
1980s.

This year, funds were sanctioned for settinglup W/ Sy i NS F@ KD h K& b I 3 LIdzNID
TheDepartment of Anim&Husbandry and Dairying (DAHD3s launched several schemes to mitigate
the prevalence of animal diseases since 2015, with a funding pattern along the lines of 60:40 (Centr
State); 90:10 for the Northeastern $a, and 100% funding for Union Territarie

InstaLinks: 2. Zoonotic vs vecteborne diseases.
Prelims Link: 3. Common OneHealth issues.
1. One Health component under the National
Mission on Biodiversity and Human Well
Being.

Mains Link:One Health modék a glolally accepted model for research on epidemiology, diagnosis and contrd
of zoonotic diseases. Discuss.
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8. Global Hunger Index

Context:

Global Hunger Index 202ias been released. INDIA WAS AT 93 IN 2015
. 20 W19 @@ 0 Ty 10 2018 W oy
Performance of India: s 15 %hm _2§1
India has slipped seven places to rank 101 China % ol I— 3

among 116 countries. Thevel of hunger in

LYRAF 61 & WASNR2dza Q | ‘oo B9 i Lo
It ranked fourth among South Asian countries. e m— | S Pelisian 106 s
Only 15 other countries ranked below India on v — 5 Russn e — 24

the Index. Chne E— i —————rray
Bangladesh (76),dpal (76) and Pakistan (92) ™ e e

have fared much better than India on tiredex. Banglaﬁ:ﬁi — 5 Tloltaé ":a:l'}s -7 10113

In 2020, India ranked at 94 among 107 countrie  Pasistan E=106 countries Brazil — countries

on the Index. e O

LYRAF Q3 &202NB 2y (KS o ee— E
decades has declined by 10 points. el ——L S

Globally, India ranked amongthe W& G A Y ™ mmey Tl e to
aGAYIQ 2N WgSAIKG F omme 1T N Y |

was wase than Djibouti and Somalia.

What Is The Global Hunger Index?
The Global Hunger Index (GHI) is published annuall
as part of a partnership betwedboncern Worldwide,

South Africa NN 59
SriLanka NN 66
Nepal [—— 73

South Africa IR 60
Sri Lanka I 67
Nepal I 72

L NS f | y & 8idiand hunhaHitSrian agency and S e > Dut s e ot
Welthungerhilfe. _ 3_u$§7f.°.-§:{ e o hungor,and chidren
. . . indicator of hunger are the most vulnerable )
The first GHI neort was published in 2006. [ o e ety N
~ s A ~ A ! % (5
¢tKS DIL Aa AYuSyRSR i 3 Wastng snd suntins. OB U
comprehensively measure ;[nd tra)c/k hunger i N e
p . y . g !‘uur;ggr tarﬁ:ats, COMPOSITION undernutrition m
global, regional, and national levels". s 3 dimensions
How were countries ranked? BOTCATS e ol sy v utitzaion
. . . . —> Children are particulary vulnerable to nutritional deficiencies
Four indicators were considered for calculating the - Is sensitive to uneven disrbution of food within
global score ouof 100, in order to decide the ranking N Stunting and westing are nutrtion R
1. Undernourishment.
. . . c
2. thld wasting (percentage of chlldr‘en below g U g ROt
five years of age who have low weight for
their height, reflecting acute underniition).
3. Child stunting (percentage of children below five yearagd who have low height for their age,
reflecting chronic undernutrition).
4. Child mortality (the mortality rate of children under the age of five).
A threestep process based on standaation of scores on each of the indicators and their aggregatlddS/ae
O2dzy i NEQa DI-LR AYP@NBDRY {S@aNAGE {OFfSQ>X HgKSNB n
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FIGURE 1.1 FEATURES OF THE GLOBAL HUNGER INDEX
Things that made the situation more
worse.: Three dimensions Four indicators Weight Reasons for inclusion
Conflict, climate change anthe novel

) K Inadequate food supply Undernourishment = Measures insufficient food supply,
coronavirus disease (COV) FAD an impertant indicator of hunger
. 13 = Refers to the entire population, both
pandemichave exacerbated #food chidren and aculs
. . . Used as a lead indicator for
security situation across the globe T
InCIUdIng Indla Child undernutritian Wasting -3 Goes beyond calorie availability,
UNICEF 6 considers aspects of diet quality and
) X . WHO utilization
But, why India Has Dismissed 2021 HORLD BANK T T
GlOba| Hunqer |I’1deX Ranklﬁg Stunting = :ssuensillli'.'! Eu;e\lenldiirihmi:n of
. . oad within the househol
India came out strongly against the 116 > Stunting and wasting ae the suggested
. utrition Indicators f & I
publishers of the annual Global Hyar g s fr e Sl
Index over the queStlonS Of methOdOIOQy Child mortality Under-five = Death s the most serious
e}nd data sources amid a decline in the e DR SR LT
©2dzy UNE QA NFylAYy3IZ ra [l > oot e
2020 tO 101 n 2021 =» Wasting and stunting only partially
captura the mortality risk of
Global Hunger Report 202ias lowered undemutrition
the rank of India on the basis 6A0O
estimate.

Ingicater ts starvdandized, The child undernulrtion Indicatons Inchude data from eddtionsl swources wihare svallable, See pp. 10-11 for 8 list of al) child endamatrition dats sources.

Terming the FAO methodogy

Gdzy 8 OABYRAFAODIR G(KIFd GiGKS A0ASYGATAO YSI &dNE

measurement of weight and height, whereas the methodology involved here is based op @l
based on pure telephonic estimate of the population”.

Also,Indiasaidthati KS G NB L2 NI O2YLX SGStfe& RAANBIIFNRa (K
food security of the entire populatiorduring the Covid period, verifiable data on which araikable".

InstaLinks: 2. Indicators.
Prelims Link: 3. Rankings.
1. About GHI. 4. India's performance.

Mains Link:Discuss about the ises associated with the ranking of the countries in GHI. Suggest measures ta
improve the ranking methodology.

Link:https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/health/indiaslips 7-spotsto-rank-101-amongl116-countrieson-
globathungerindex79717.

9. Impact of COVIEL9 onTB elimination effds:

Context:
The Global TB repottas been released lijie World Health Organization (WHO)

Key findings:

1. The world suffered huge reverses in progress talgsauberculosis (TB) elimination in 2020, thanks to
the novel coronavirus disease (CO\NH) pandemic.

2. The biggest impact was felt in terms of detection of new casglsis means a large nurabof cases
went undetected due to highly curtailed access tagiiostics and restrictions imposed to contain the
pandemic. From 2018019, the number of new cases rose continuously, but fell dramatically to 20 pe
cent in 2020.

3. The big global drop in ndfications of TB cases in 2028s compared with 2019, means tithe gap
between the number of people who actually got the disease and the new people who got diagnosed
GoARSYSR adzoaidlydAlrftteéd Ay HAHN® ¢ KScades LI2 NI

4. India contributed the biggest drop in detection of nesasesSome 41 per cent of the total number of
cases that dropped in 2020, as compared to 2019, came from India. Thus, a large chunk of TB case
went missing in the country.
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5. The biggest fallat of the decline in notification of new cases is that it hasskdted in an increase in
TB deathsTB was ranked the 13th leading cause of death globally till 2019. Thanks to huge setback
is now estimated to be the second leading cause, only aft&B@0.

6. ¢KS WIO9yR ¢. {0dNI GS3T2Q Yideast Buidenyy52a2edea\b pelBcBntzO G A
reduction in the number of TB deaths. Instead, the global reduction in the corresponding time period
has only been 9.2 per cent.

What is TR
1. TB s an infectious disease caused byltheillusMycobacterium tuberculosis.
2. lttypically affects théungs (pulmonary TB) but can also affect other sites.
3. The disease is spread when people who are sick with pulmonary TB expel bacteria into the air, for
example by coughing.

India's effortsin this regard:

India is aggressively implementing its fiflimded National Strategic Plan to End TB

2. In the lastfew years, 50 million people have been treated.

3. India seeks to achieve national scale of TB preventive treatment (TPT)

4. It also seeks to achiewxhe UN HighLevel Meeting (UNHLM) targetsf 40 million persons started on
TB treatment and 30 million ofPT globally in the remaining 18 months.

5. Subnational Certification of States and Districts instituted in 202Dhe initiative marks

=

districts/States ¢ & 2y at NP INBaa irdler tiffeiert catbgorieSrdasbred with: i dg

graded milestones of ddine in TB incidence.

Insta CuriousHave you heard about Bacillus CalmeBgerin (BCG) vaccination? What is it used for?
Reference: reathis.

InstaLinks: 3. About Central TB Division.
Prelims Link: 4. Annual TB report is released by?
1. SDG on TB reduction. 5. What is TB? How is it caused?

2. Whatis NTEP and the goal under it?

MainsLinkd LY RAL Q& ¢. NBLRNI Ydzaid o8y aISEy3a Smitally Afdigerithe? 1
statement in the light of recently released Annual India Tuberculosis (TB) report.

Link:https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/health/covidl9-reversesdecadesof-progressin-tb-elimination
india-worst-hit-who-79712

10. EbolaOutbreak:

Context:
Ebola resurfaceim Democratic Republic of Congo 4 months :
: P 9 Eoola hemorrhagic fever
a.fter Outbreak Contalned Ebola is a severe, often-fatal disease that affects pecple,
as well as monkeys, gorillas and chimpanzees.
QOrigins of the disease Symptoms
BaCkg round: m Infection with Ebola virus, 1 Fever, headache, joint and muscle
) ) named a_lfter river in Qongo, pain, sore throat, weakness
The Ebola outbreak in 2022016 killed 1,300 people, mostly  where disease was first 2 Followed by diarhea, vomiting
. . . . . fecognized in1976 3 Rash, internal and external
in Guinea, Sierra Leone and Liberia. bleeding
In May 2021the Democratic Republic of the Congo \ (R e e
« . 3 ince
(DRCfficially declared the end of the 1th Ebola = e
outbreak. How it spreads | Bacomaai
- m Direct contact with blood, [
secretions of infected person | 1ireria* 4 m
m Contact with contaminated B S
About Ebola: objects, such as needles Y
. . m Contact with infected animal; Goben 3Ny ;m?g
Ebda virus disease (EV[fprmerly known as=bola possiby eating contaminalod Meat gl i Sekionst

of Congo

haemorrhagic feverjs a severe, often fatal illness in humans, Treatret

M No standard treatment; sick
person isolated, given fluids, oxygen;
treatment for secondary infections

Source: U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
ic: Pat Carr © 2004 KRT
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TransmissionThe vius is transmitted to people from wild animals and spreads in the human population
through humanto-human transmission.

The average EVD case fatality rate is around 50%. Case fatality rates have varied from 25% to 90% in past
outbreaks.

Prevention:Commuity engagement is key to successfully controlling outbreaks. Good outbreak control relie
on case management, surveillaand contact tracing, a good laboratory service and social mobilisation.
Treatment: Early supportive care with rehydration, symptomatic treatment improves survival. There is yet no
licensed treatment proven to neutralise the virus but a range of blandjunological and drug therapies are
under development.

Insta CuriousDo you know what exactly is the Public Health Emergency of International Concern? How mar
PHEIC declarations have been made so far?

InstalLinks: 4. Where is Congo?
Prelims Link: 5. Regions in Africa where Ebola owthk was
1. How is Ebola spread? observed?
2. What are zoonotic diseases?
3. Differences between virus, bacteria and Mains Link:Discuss how the Ebola pandemic was
other pathogens. handled by Congo Republic.

Link: https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/africa/ebolaresurfacesn-democraticrepublicof-conge4-
monthsafter-outbreakcontained79630Q

11. Why Covaxin is yet to win WHO's emergency approval?

Context

The2 2NI R | SFHfGK hNABFYAIT |l WNRyeQualificatoh, br O@eigerc UsiNBs@d¢ 7
(EULF2NJ . KF NI G . A2 (S0 K19 Nafdné islgfdvidigladfiig to6 prdcadiReaad th@ ndidn R
2SNy YSyGiQa KIFaidsS Ay LiyzaddingyodbpedukatioR abriikthe @dliéged deddy® O S 2

What's the issue?
The delay in India's indigenous vaccine getting emergency use authorisation is because Whtadhasmee
more questions on Covaxin and the queries have been sent to Bharat Biotdartter clarification.
As per the World Health Organisation, it is waiting for an additional piece of information from the
Hyderabaédbased biotechnology company before it evaluates the vaccine.

Why WHO's approval is necessary?

LT . KIF NI { axingétsitte @dproval, thedndculated with the vaccine can travel to countries that
permit entry of fully vaccinated people. The company can also export it to countries that use vaccines appra
by WHO.

About WHO's Emergency Use List (EUL):

The WHCEmergency Use Listing Pedltire (EUL) is a ridgkased procedure for assessing and listing unlicensed
vaccines, therapeutics and in vitro diagnostics with the ultingite of expediting the availability of these
products to people affected by a public he&liemergency.

To beeligible, the following criteria must be met:
1. The disease for which the product is intended is serious or immediately life threatening, has the
potential of causing an outbreak, epidemic or pandemic and it is reasonable to consdaotiuct for
an EUlassessment, e.g., there are no licensed products for the indication or for a critical subpopulati
(e.g., children).
2. Existing products have not been successful in eradicating the disease or preventing outbreaks (in th
case of vacces and medicines).
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3. The product is manufactured in compliance with current Good Manufacturing Practices (GMP) in the
case of medicines and vaccines and under a functional Quality Management System (QMS) in the chase
of IVDs.

4. The applicant undertakes to cqutete the developmenof the product (validation and verification of
the product in the case of IVDs) and apply for WHO prequalification once the product is licensed.

Organization

%) Santeton  WHO'S EMERGENCY USE LISTING PROCEDURE

quality, safety and efficacy data to enable early, targeted use of yet to be licensed vaccines,

} WHO’s Emergency Use Listing (EUL) procedure involves careful and rigorous assessment of available ’
treatments or diagnostics for response to a Public Health Emergency of International Concern.*

PREPAREDNESS PHASE EMERGENCY PHASE POST-LISTING PHASE

= Establish assessment platform for + Conduct rigorous assessment of + Continue to collect and assess
WHO, external experts and regulatory available data for the product to safety and efficacy/effectiveness
authorities to collaborate and assess a determine quality, safety and efficacy data on the product’s use under EUL

product Review inspection reports for Actively monitor product usage for
Agree on essential requirements that manufacturing and clinical frial sites, adverse events and ensure that high
a product must meet on quality, safety, and as appropriate, carry out on-site quality standards are met

Reassess validity of listing based on
new data generated

and efficacy inspections to ensure highest standards

Determine if product is eligible for are met

assessment under EUL Issue recommendation on whether
the product should be used for
emergency response under EUL™"

* This simplified graphic highlights three sets of key actions that make up the EUL process. Depending on the emergency, there may be overlap between phase activities.
** For vaccines, the WHO Strategic Advisory Group of Experts (SAGE] on Immunization endorses policies and strategies for use.

Insta CuriousWhat is emergency use authorisation (EUA)? How is it regulatedia?Reference:

InstaLinks: 3. Benefits.
Prelims Link: 4. Eligibility.
1. European UnionhComposition and
objectives. Mains Link:Write a note on WHO's EUL.

2. About WHO EUL.

12. Ay.4.2: All You Need To Know About Delta Gixaih's Subvariant:

Context:
AY .4.2is a descendant of the Delta variant of COY®DThe Delta variant, also knownB4.617.2was fist
identified in India in October 2020.
The AY.4.2 (dubbétDelta Plus"and now named/UF210CT01 by the UK Hedlt Security Agency
(UKHSA)) sulineage contains 2 mutations in its spike proteinA222V and Y145H.

Spread:
Presently, the United Kingdoatcounts for 96 per cent cases of AY.4.2, followed by Denmark and Germany &
1 per cent each. It has also been refgal in the US, Israel, and Russia.

In India, cases have been detected in Madhya Pradesh and Maharashtra.

22
—

How dangerous is AY.4.27?
The IKHSA stated that though evidence on AY.4.2 is still emerging, as of now, it doesn't appear to cause mpre
severe disases. In terms of COVID jabs, the sullineage does not render the vaccines currently deployed
any less effective against it.
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How do varants of a virus emerge and why?

1. Variants of a virus have one or more mutations that differentiate it from the other variants that are in
circulation.

2. Essentially, the goal of the virus is to reach a stage where it can cohabitate with humans because it
needs a host to survive.

3. Errorsn the viral RNA are calle
mutations, and viruses with these
mutations are called variants.
Variants could differ by a single
or many mutations.

d Parental strain Variant New strain

Change in RNA Change in RNA and
. i virus behaviour
What is amutation?
A mutation means change in the genetic sequence of the virus.
In the case 06ARSC0V2, which is arRibonucleic acid (RNA) virua,mutation means a @nge in the
sequence in which itsolecules are arranged.
Amutation in an RNA virus often happens when the virus makes a mistake while it is making copies

of itself.

Insta CuriousDo you know Variants of Interest and Variants of High Consequence?

InstaLinks: 5. What is genome sequencing?
Prelims Link: 6. What is a variant of concern?
1. Whatis ©vid 19?
2. What is mutation? Mains Link:Discuss the concerns associated with
3. What is mRNA? mutations of Coviell9 virus.
4. What is the RIPCR test?

Link:https://www .googlecom/amp/s/www.thehindu.com/news/national/karnataka/twsamplesin-
karnatakafound-infectedwith-ay42/article37181636.ece/amp/

13. What is Ayushman Bharat Health Infrastructure Mission?

Context:

Prime Minister Narendra Modi recently launchéng Ayushman Bharat Health Infrastructure Missioone of

the largest parindia schemes for strengthening healthcare infrastructure, in his parliamentary constituency
Varanasi.

About the scheme:
The scheme aims atrengthening healthcare infrastructure aces the country.
Its objective is to fill gaps in public health infrastructure, especially in critical care facilities and prima
care in both urban and rural areas.
Through thisgritical cae serviceswill beavailable in all the districts of the couny with more than
five lakh populationthroughexclusive critical care hospital blockahile the remaining districts will
be covered through referral services.
People will have access to dlftange of diagnostic services in the public healthcare systeough a
network of laboratories across the country, and integrated public health labs will be set up in all the
districts.
Integrated public health labs will also be set up in all districBA Ay 3 LIS2LX S | OOS
RA Ll 3y 2 a i xthdugh SiedddrknSlabératories across the country.
An ITenabled disease surveillance systenill be established through a network of surveillance
laboratories at block, district, regionahd national levels.
All the public health labs will be concted throughthe Integrated Health Information Portalvhich
will be expanded to all states and UTs.

Q)¢

Institutions to be setup under the scheme:
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Under the scheme, a national institution fone health, four new national institutes for virology, a regbn
research platform for WHO South East Asia Region, nine biosafetylldabbratories, and five new regional
national centres for disease control will be set up.

Benefits and significare of the scheme:
It will provide support for 17,788 rural helaland wellness centres in 10 hificus states. Further, 11,024
urban health and wellness centres will be established in all the States.

A brief overview of healthcare Infrastructure in Indi
India has long been in need of a ubiquitous healthcareesystere are the findings of a latest survey:

70 percent of the locations have public healthcare services. However, availability was less in rural afeas

(65 per cent) compared to urban are&¥ (per cent).

In 45 per cent of the surveyed locations, peogbelld access healthcare services by walking, whereas
in 43 per cent of the locations they needed to use transport.

The survey also found that proximity to healthcare services is higher amlolalities: 64 percent of
the enumerators in urban areas arsed that people can access healthcare services by walking, while
only 37 per cent in rural areas can do so.

Insta Curious:

The Prime Minister had recently launched another scheime Ayusiman Bharat Digital Mission (ABDMg,
flagship digital initiatie involving the creation of not just a unique health ID for every citizen, but also a digita
healthcare professionals and facilities registry. Reference: itead

Link:https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/pmmodi-launchesayushmarbharathealth-infrastructure
mission/article37159801.ece/amp/

14. Pneumococcal 18alent Conjugate Vaccine (PCV):

Context:
The government has launched a naticide expansion oPneumococcal 1-%alent Conjugate Vaccine (PCV)
under theUniversal Immunisation Programme (UIB apartof! T I RA 1 F ! YNR{G al K2

It wasfor the first time in the country that PCV would be available for universal use.
PCV1droteds against 13 types of bacteria that cause pneumococcal disease.

What is Pneumonia?
Pneumonia caused by pneumococcus is the most common cause of severe pneumonia in children.
Pneumonia was a leading cause of death among children under five, globaily udia. Around 16%
of deaths in children occur due to pneumonia in India.

What isPneumococcal disease?
Pneumococcal disease refers to any illness caused by pneumococcal bacteria. These bacteria can cause n
types of illnesses, including pneumoniehich is an infection of the lungs. Pneumococcal bacteria are one of
the most commorcauses of pneumonia.

Universal Immunization Programme:
It was launched in 1985 to prevent mortality and morbidity in children and pregnant women against ]
vaccinepreventable diseases.

Under UIP, free of cost vaccination is provided against twelvenepoeventable diseases i.e.
Tuberculosis, Diphtheria, Pertussis, Tetanus, Polio, Hepatitis B, Pneumonia and Meningitis due to
Haemophilus Influenzae type b (Hib), Miess Rubella, Japanese Encephalitis (JE) and Rotavirus
diarrhoea.

The programme is onef the largest health programmes in the world. Despite being operational for
many years, UIP has been able to fully immunize only 65% of children under 1 year of age.

Insta CuriousHave you heard about Mission Indradhanush? What are its objectivesfeRe¢: readhis.

www.insightsonindia.com 65 InsightslAS

any

2



http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://www.insightsonindia.com/2021/09/28/ayushman-bharat-digital-mission/&ved=2ahUKEwiozabY8OnzAhUwyzgGHQovA8gQFnoECAgQAQ&usg=AOvVaw0KLN8KZ0WdyBoi2C9K3-dO
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/pm-modi-launches-ayushman-bharat-health-infrastructure-mission/article37159801.ece/amp/
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/pm-modi-launches-ayushman-bharat-health-infrastructure-mission/article37159801.ece/amp/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/01/05/mission-indradhanush/&ved=2ahUKEwj1lpjxtPHzAhXk4nMBHVRuCFMQFnoECAYQAQ&usg=AOvVaw1O-e2SQDkkNccTiGp6rXir

Didyou knowthati® SOSYGSNJ HnuwnX LYRAIFIQA FANRG FdA f& AYyRA
@ OOAYS at ySdzy2aarfté gltds f 1 dzy OKSRK wSFSNByOSY NBI
Instal inks: 5. About DGCI.
Prelims Link: 6. Procedure to be followed for vaccine
1. Pneumona- types, causeand symptoms. approval in India.
2. Antigens vs Antibodies.
3. How a vaccine works? Mains Link\What is Pneumococcal disease? What
4. Types of vaccines. are the concerns associated with it? Discuss.

Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?0rgld=GM494S20G.1&imageview=0

Topics: Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability, e-governance
applications, models, successes, limitations, and potential; citizens charters, transparency &
accountability and institutional and other measures.

1. PendingRTIpleas:

Context:
A report on the Performance dfiformation Commissions in India, 2024as recently released.

Key findings:
1. CIC has three vacancies left and has not functioned at its full strength of 10 Commissioners.
2. There were delays in disposing of cases due to bhtrtage of personnel and inefficient operations.
3. Based on the present strength, twelveatt Information Commissions pltise Central Information
Commission (Cl@yould need at least a year to dispose of their appeals.

Aboutthe RTI Act, 2005

It sets out the rules and procedures regardaitizens' right to information.

It replaced the formeFreedom of Information Act, 2002.
This act was enaetl in order to consolidatéhe fundamental right in the Indian constitution ‘freedom
of speech'.SinceRTI is implicit in the Right to Freedom of Sgmd and Expression under Article d®
the Indian Constitution, it is an implied fundamental right.

Key Povisions:
Section 4 of the RTI Acequires suo motu disclosure of information by each public authority.
Section 8 (1jnentions exemptions againstritishing information under RTI Act.
Section 8 (2provides for disclosure of information exempted underi€¥fl Secrets Act, 1923 if larger
public interest is served.

Information Commissioners and PIOs:
The Act also provides for appointment of Informati@ommissioners at Central and State level.
Public authorities have designated some of its officers asdutbrmation Officer. They are
responsible to give information to a person who seeks information under the RTI Act.

Time period:
In normal courseinformation to an applicant is to be supplied within 30 days from the receipt of application b
the publicauthority.
If information sought concerns the life or liberty of a person, it shall be supplied within 48 hours.
In case the application is sent tugh the Assistant Public Information Officer or it is sent to a wrong
public authority, five days shall lzelded to the period of thirty days or 48 hours, as the case may be.

Applicability of RTI to:

Private bodies:
Private bodies are not within the Act'ambitdirectly.
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In a decision o%arbjit roy vs Delhi Electricity Regulatory Commissitire Central Infomation
Commission also reaffirmed thptivatised public utility companies fall within the purview of RTI.

Political parties:
The Central Information Commission (CIC) had heldtki@apolitical parties are public authorities and are
answerable to citizes under the RTI Act.
But in August 2013 the government introduced a Righlnfarmation (Amendment) Bill which would remove
political parties from the scope of the law.
Currently no parties are under the RTI Act and a case has been filed for bringiigiedll parties
under it.

Chief Justice of India:
Supreme Court of Indian 13 November 2019, upheld the decision of Delhi High Court bringing the office of
Chief Justice of India under the purview of Right to Information (RTI) Act.

TheRTI Amendment Act of 2019
1. The Centre shall have the powers to set the salaries and service conditibrisrmation
Commissioners at central as well as state levels.

2. Term of the central Chief Information Commissioner and Information Commissioners: appointment wi

0S GF29NWNMVa deGK Yk &8 0SS LINBAONROSR o0& (KS / Sy dNIf
3. While the original Act gescribes salaries, allowances and other terms of service of the state Chief
LYF2NXIGAZ2Y /ZYY}\aa}\QYSNJ Fa a0KS alyYyS Fa OGKI
otheri SN¥a 2F &ASNBAOS 27 KS {d1aGS Lyo?FtEeN:lh“dafu)\ny
{ SONBGFNE (2 (GKSB8KEIF¥S y X QNyYJSLEuJQSSa GKFG
LINEAONROSR o0& GUKS /SYyidNlft D2@SNYyYSyGéo

Why these amendments are cidised?
The amendments are seenlas a G KNB I G (2 GKS AdR®misignRRSy 0S¢ 2
Commissioner.
By diminishing the status of the CIC, IC and State CIC from that of a Supreme Court judgeduoald
their ability to issue directives to seniorayernment functionaries.
The amendments would empower the Centre to make sutedecide the tenure, salary, allowances
and other terms of service of information commissioners of the Central and also State Information
CommissionsThis will fundamentally veaken the institution of the information commissions as it
will adversely immct the ability of commissioners to function in an independent manner.
The government held no public consultations on the Bill.

Insta CuriousDo you know the Right to Informatiorctiin India andJK Freedom of Information Act came
into force the same year20057?

Instalinks 5. Public Information Officers.
Prelims Link: 6. Latest amendments.
1. Definition of Public Authority under the act.
2. Exceptions under thact. Mains Link:
3. About Chief Information Commissioner. Discuss the significance of the RTI Act, 2005.
4. State Information Commissioners.

Topics: India and its neighbourhood - relations.

1. ChinaTaiwan relations

Context:

Taiwan recently reportethat 38 Chinese military jets flew into its defence air zone, claiming it as one of the
biggest incursions by Beijing.

Recent clashes between China and Taiwan:
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China has increasedpliomatic, economic and military pressure on Taiwan, whose residents

oveNB KSf YAy3af e NB2SOl .SA2Ay3aQa RSYIFIYR FT2NJ LRt
China has long blocked Taiwan from taking part in the UN and other international organizations and
hasstepped up such pressure since the election of Taiwanese Presidemdaeain in 2016.

Background:

Beijing considers Taiwan a province of China. Taiwan, on the other hand, considers itself to be a sovereign
state. Relations between the two have histily been sour because of issues such as sovereignty, foreign
relations and military builelp.

China Taiwan relations Background:
China has claimed Taiwan throughdgsy S/ K A ysince thé Bhinés@®aivil war forced the defeated
Kuomintang, or Nationat, to flee to the island in 1949 and has vowed to bring it undeABgiH Q& NXzt S
if necessary.
While Taiwan is selgovernedand de facto independent, it has never formally declared independence
from the mainland.
Underi K8y & O2dzy i NE X (g Tanarwouldhava theght ® KNIV itzbwn affairs; a
similar arrangement is used in Hong Kong.
Presently, Taiwan is claimed by China, which refuses diplomatic relations"

countries that recognise the region CrlNA oTipei
TAIWAN

Indo- Taiwan relations:
Although they do not have formal dipiwatic ties, Taiwan and India
have been cooperating in various fields.
LYRAI KIF a NBTdz S/RK AR ¢S yIR2INBGe (@ Gl

A

Insta CuriousWhich all regions are administered byAC¥f I  dzy RSNJ 1 KS a2y S O2dzy i N =

Reference:
InstaLinks: 3. Is Taiwan represented at WHO and the
Prelims Link: United Nations?
1. Locdion of Taiwan and its historical 4. Countries in the South China Sea.
background. 5. Qing dynasty.
2. Regions being administered by China under
One China policy. Mains Link:

Write a note on IndiaTaiwan bilateal relations.

Link:https://indianexpress.condrticle/explained/explaineegchinesemilitary-jets-taiwan-defencezone
7548080/lie/.

2. The2003 Ceasefire agreement
Context:
India and Pakistan troops are reported to have exchanged fire briefly aloridrthef Control (Lo@) Jammu
FYR YIFaKYANRE& YdzLlsl NI RAAGNROG @
This is the first violation along the Kashmir Valley section of the de facto border since February this
year.

Background:
India and Pakistan, in February 2021, issued a joint statement to strictly observe the 2003 Ceasefire agreen
along the Line of Control (LoC).

About the 2003 ceasefire agreement
The ceasefire agreement was reached in November 2003 y&ars after the Kargil War.
On November 26, 2003 the ceasefire took effect along the entire stretch of theRadiigtan frontier.
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It facilitated the opening of the $rdagarMuzaffarabad and PooneRawalkot routes, paving the way

for bus and truck servisdlinking the two Kashmirs for the first time in six decades and encouraging
crossLoC contacts, exchanges, travel, and trade.

The ceasefire also enabled India to conplne construction of a fence near the LoC to prevent
tF1AAaGr Yy Qa A ysE htb Kaskmil, & grofect2hat it as DeHLR a couple of decades earlier
0dzi KIR (2 adzaLISYR RdzS G2 tF{1AadlyQa | NIAEES

Significance?
The 2003 ceasefire agrment remains a milestone as it brought peace along the LoC until 2006.
Between 2003 ath 2006, not a single bullet was fired by the jawans of India and Pakistan.
But since 2006, ceasefire violations have become the norm with increasing frequency. Recent y
have seen an increasing number of ceasefire violations despite an agreementdeéa@d8 to
adhere to the 2003 ceasefire agreement.

What's the concern?

This puts a question mark on how long the fresh commitment to ceasefire along the LoC casgeuliclly
with summers approaching. As a matter of annual routine, terror infiltrabals from Pakistan increase as
summer begins in the Kashmir Valley. Melting of ice on the high mountains offers Pakistan an opportunity tq
foment terrorism in the Vadly.

Insta CuriousHave a brief overview of disputed border areas in India. Refereaadihis.

Instal inks: 5. Who administers Akashi Chin?
Prelims lnk: 6. Where is Naku La?
1. Whatis LoC and how is it established, 7. Who controls what in Pangong Tso lake
geographical extent and significance? region?
2. Whatis LAC?
3. Where is Nathu la? Mains Link:Discuss the ghificance of Pangong Tso
4. Where is Pangong Tso? for India and China.

3. Kalapani Dispute

Context:

Nepalese political parties have a general consensus

over the fact thatkalapaniin Uttarakhand is part of i
bSLIf Qa &2 O Sshidbfardef NepalebENA = :
Foreign Minister. However, India egjted this claim.

Rampur

Where isKalapani locate? g
Locatedini KS Sk adSNyvyz2aid O2N -
Pithoragarh district. e g

Shares a border on the north with the Tibet g

Autonomous Region &€hina and Nepal in the east and south.
It is wedged in between Limpiyadhura, Lipulekh and Kalapani.
The areas the largest territorial dispute between Nepal and India consisting of at least 37,000 hectan
of land in the High Himalayas.

Who controlsthe area?
¢KS | NBI Aa AY LyI?AI-Qé O2y U NP f 0dzi bSLJI f oBf I AYa

What is the cause of the dispute?
The Kalapani region derives its name frisra river Kalib SLJ £ Qa Of I AyYa G2 GKS NB:
became the marker of the boundary of the kingdom of Nepal followiegl reaty of Sugausigned between
the Gurkha rulers of Kathmandu and the Eastdr@ompany aftethe Gurkha War/Andp-Nepal War (1814
16). The treaty was ratified in 1816.
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According to the treaty, Nepal lost thegions oflKumaonGarhwalin the west and Sikkim in the east.
According tArticle 5,the King of Nepal gave up his claims over the region west of thelalewhich
originates in the High Himalayas and flows into the great plains of the Indian subsantin

l OO2NRAY3 G2 GKS (GNBrdesz GKS . NRAGAAK NYzZ SN&
the river Kali.

Present issues:

Accordy 3 G2 bSLItQa SELSNIazr GKS Srad 2F GKS Yl
sour@ according to them is in the mountains near Limpiyadhura, which is higher in altitude than the

NBaid 2F GKS NAOSNRaE Fi260

Nepal claims that a land massghiin the mountains that falls to the east of the entire stretch starting

from Limpiyadhura downwas] is theirs.

India on the other hand says the border begins at Kalapani which India says is where the river begins.

The dispute is mainly because of therying interpretation of the origin of the river and its various
tributaries that slice through thenountains.

2 KAES bSLIEQa OflAY 2F GKS GSNNAG2NE SFad 27

actually takes the name Kali neal#&pani.

, " TRI-JUNCTION TROUBLE
What isthe current DOS.ItIOI’f? . . Lipulekh mountan‘npa»ss at the 80-km-long Uttarakhand-Nepal border
Nepal has published a revised official map Kakipan T
incorporating the territory from the Limpiyadhura b DS
. . : 0 ’ (172 kR M & X
source of the Kali tialapani and Lipulekh pass in the | yestpoint
. B N . o
northeast of the triangular region as its territory. fﬂ;ﬁfefh s ""a"”’“""’{ < e
Last year,hie Cabinet led by Prime Minister K.P. 7
Sharma Oli registered a constitution amendment > ﬁelpgl haséw?ltri-junctions Nepal's boundary with India
motion to grant constitutional status to the map. i » Nepal claims the river to
. . » The one in dispute now Kalapani’s west is the main
Indian observers sajis move makes any future ii Ligulgkh ir; Kalapaknhi. o Kali, and Ithush Nepal has
. .. . . the border of Uttarakhan territorial rights to it
solutlgn on the KalapanL issue ne,arly impossible as @ with Nepal s ydia holde that apitigalinie
constitutional gudll Yy iU SS gAf f Y I 1 S | » In1816, the Sugauli Treaty  to Kalapani’s east is the
.. . A signed by Nepal and British border, thus Kalapani falls
position inflexible. India identified Kali riveras  within its territory

Insta CuriousWhere is Naku La? Why is it controversial? Reference:théad

InstaLinks: 5. Routes to MT KAILASH and Mansarovar.
Prelims Link: 6. Rivers passing through China andidnd
1. Where is lipulekh?
2. Source of Kali river. Mains Link:
3. India and Nepal border. How kalapani issue can be resolved? Discuss.
4. Where is Kalapani?

Link:https://www.google.com/amp/s/wwwthehindu.com/news/national/theres-consensusver-kalapani
nepalex-minister/article36932185.ece/amp/

4. ChinaPakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC)

Context:

The chief othe ChinaPakistan Economic Corridor (CPE@}hority has accused the U.S. of sabotaging the
multi-billion dollar project, the economic lifeline of Pakistan.

Background:
Pakistan is the seventh largest recipient of Chinese overseas development finarthifid wiojects worth
$27.3 billion under way as part of the CPEC.

About CPEC:
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Launched in 2015, theREC is the flagship project of the miiliiion-dollar Belt and Road Initiative (BR &
LISG LINRP2SOG 2F / KAySaS tNBaARSyd A WAYLAYy3:s
Chinafunded infrastructure projects.
The 3,000 krdong ChingPakistan Economic CorridorRECYonsists of highways, railways, and
pipelines.
CPEC eventually aimsliaking the city of
Gwadar in South Western Pakistan to
/| KAYlIQa b2NIK 285ads
through a vast network of highways and
railways.
The proposed project will be finaad by
heavilysubsidised loans, that will be
disbursed to the Government of Pakistan b
Chinese banks.

China-Pakistan Economic Corridor 4.“

billion China-Pakistan econ:

Gwad.

be upgroded

v v
~~~~~~ == China-Pakistan Economic Corridor

But, why is India concerned? AL

It passes through PoK. \ :
CPEC rests on a Chinese plan to secure at
shorten its supplyines through Gwadar
with an enhaiced presence in the Indian S ey
Ocean. Hence, it is widely believed that L g  Sou: ki sy o
dzLd2y /t 9/ Q& FNIAGA 2 s
LINBaSyOS gAtf dzyRSNXYAYS LYRAFQa AYyTFfdzSyoOS

. . The routes and main China-sponsored projects along the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor
in the Indian Ocean. e

It is also being contended that if CPEC we EASTERN ALIGVENT - b

NORTHERN CORRIDOR.
Main part of the CPEC on

to successfully transform the Paldst wihilch the work hi< besun 3

economy that could bé & NS R NI | cEnmrauaucument T

. . - . . . — )f
India which will remain at the receiving WESTERN ALIGNMENT i
end of a wealthier and stronger Pakistan. | @ cwadar intemationai i

) ) ~= Rirport - Will be able } Quares™
Besides, India shares a great deatro$t o scommodste AS50s N Eg_— )
deficit with China and Pakistan and has a | &iogn e 2** N

. . 4 Budget: $230m s7 INDIA
history of onflict with both. As a result, ® S o niiin -
o =~ zone - Huge deepening @
even though suggestions to +&pproach and expansion o pot, (2 Hyder
. . inc ing acres )
the project pragmatically have been made ~ forafree zone Tobe IO
. . Budget: $500m & MAP NOT TO SCALE

no advocate has overruled the principle e v —

. A 3 ) ® il © . N
strands of contention that continue to mar| ™ feeseraer || 7GRN s oy
LYRAI Q& Sljdzr GA2ya g  Fosshnesmmo R Eocs PO Fhianeng Shamdong Power

Budget: $1.8bn Budget: $900m Generation. Budget: $1.6bn
H k . @ ‘C,.o;a:\-irrv{rﬁng project G\ g?)loa’rwggwer Park at Ba- @ ;ieortﬂr\xdmpower project.
|I’lStaLln S. in Thar block. To be walpur to be completed in To be completed by 2020
R . completed in 2017 by March 2016 by Zo Energy. by China International
Prelims Link: Sim-Singh Sources. Budget: $1.33bn Water ar;d Electric Corp.
. Budget $13bn Budget: SL5|
1' What IS CPEC? /5) '}’ig?;v‘o‘\:vvef coal plant @ gaz?bn:::d project @ gzgirf(}xari hydropower.
2 What is ml initiative’) To be completed in 2017 at Muzaffargarh. To be completed by 2020
. . by Sino Sindh Sources. Budget: $1.9bn by China Gezhouba Group.
3. What is string of pearls initiative? R PRI
4. Where Gilgi Baltistan? 5. Important ports in Pakistan and Iran.

Mains Link5 A 8 Odza a LY RA I Q& -PakistgrCESANdfmic C@rnflor (CREX) fraiéwgtk. Suggest hov

India should tackle the challeag posed by this alliance?

Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?0Orgld=GT2947CIE.1& imageview=0

5. Rohingyaan overview of the crisis:
Bangladesh is planning to send more than 80,000 Rohirgfygees to a remote islan8hasan Chaiin the
Bay of Bengal after sealing an agreement for the United Nations to provide help.
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Some 19,000 of the Muslim refugees from Myanmar have already relocated from croadgss on
the mainland to Bhashan Char island, desptealuts raised by aid groups.

BHASAN CHAR: NEW HOME FORROHIN YAS

Bhasan Char, meaning “floating island”, emerged 25

Bac kg roun d : from silt around 20 years ago. It reqularly floods

during Jun-Sep monsoon season

Bhasan Chais an island specifically developed to Bhasan Charproject

Area: 6.7 sq km
Cost: $280m

accommodate 1,00,000 of the 1 million Rohingya
who have fled from neighbouring Myanmar. / ) el
While human rightgroups have criticised the move V

and some are being foed to go against their will,

weghna (3
eghna |
River P

.
\— 1

)

\\/ s / )
S A j

the government has insisted that refugees moving t g L_//
the island have done so voluntarily. e DL Buildings:Exch i
S F g (Wit 2

16families
o

Context2: .
The Karnataka Government has objected toa petltlon in th'

Supreme@ dzNIi (2 & A RSy (A RahingyaR S (| '

within ayear, stating that there is no reason to take coercivi,,, > 2" 7 7 =i f/
. . . . barriers: = i~ - AP 5 =

action against or immediately deport them. el : G s

mht G =

A S iaiee: e

What's the issue? SN2 Ogecance : s o

A petition has been in the High Court against the presence s
illegal immigrantsnd infiltrators, including

Rohingya, inthe country. IS A AL e LSS A LA AR et s
. The military attack on the minority Muslim community In August 2017 was described as "a textbook example of ethnic cleansing” by the
Th e pet|t| oner recommen ded th at UN while several rights groups and other intemational bodbes caied the systematic human rights vickations against and mass kifing of

Rohingya a “genocide” and "crime against humanity”,

GAYFALGNI GA2YE AK2( )
) §T’NI‘QIC‘1 fLEANSING ANDC IMEﬂeG‘AINST HUMA?{IYV
non-bailable and norcompoundable et

THE ROHINGYA ARE

offence. The Robingya are pricardy Busfins who e IMPORTANT
Suoddhist-majecity Myanmar's Rakhia c HRONOLOGY
OVER 3.6 MILLION PE
. B ot vde e e eyt
Who a_'re theROhIn Q i MYANMAR DOES NOT RECOGNIZE THE <wm.mmm:";:“;::’::'::""3‘”/
Described by UN SecretaBeneral Antonio ~ e wersumes i
. . .. a8 = coequered itis 1784, ¥ g
Guterres asone of, if not the, most discriminated s s s s | N
- " - - It e |
people in the world",the Rohingya arene of N 7 Y

1962 Myanimar busches RAKHINE
state-spormoned persaution under 3
|, "Oparaticn Dragon King™ targating
¥ the fohingya people.

Myanmar's manyethnic minorities.

They numbered around one million in Myanmar &

the start of 2017.
They have theiown language and culture
and say they are descendants of Arab
traders and other groups who have been
in the region for generations.

1975 Following “Operation Clean and '\ =59
\ Beauliful Natios,” nearly 200,000 \ -
. Rotingya begin fleeing en mass: to o
neighbonng Musim-dominated — =
BIGRD 1990: and nearly =
200,000 moce Rohingya
reach

Bangladesh.

WHERE ARE ROHINGYA FLEEING TO?|

Bagladesn, Thattand, Malagsls, Pabistas, ladanasla, Sandl Arabla, Wdia, Japaa, Nepal, Sl Lanka, the US., |
Canaga aad some Ewopean coumtries

NEW HOME: COX’S BAZAR BANGLADESH:
livieg in

Citizenship:

The govenment of Myanmar, a predominantly

Buddhist country, denies the Rohingya citizenshi

and even excludgthem from the 2014 census, refusing to recognise them as a people.
It sees them as illegal immigrants from Bangladesh.

When did the latest crisis happe moin & L O~ 4
. w $< BANGLADESH » [/ / S
In August 2017, a deadly crackdown by Myanmar's army on P Q /g — CHINA
Rohingya Muslims sent hundredstbbusands fleeing across the t A \ \J f
border into Bangladesh. U R RS 0
They risked everything to escape by sea or on foot a gk /jJJ:/ -
military offensive which the United Nations later BAY OF BENGAL ey

N ¢
RAKHINE STATE C\l THAILAND ’J 5

descriled asa "textbook example of ethnic cleansing".
But the army in Myanmar (formerly Burma) heesd it was fighting Rohingya militants and denies
targeting civilians.

l 1.7
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What has been the international response?
1. Amnesty Internationalsays the Myanmar militarglso raped and abused Rohingya women and girls.
2. Areport published by UN investigatoiia Augist 2018 accused Myanmar's military of carrying out
mass killings and rapes with "genocidal intent".
3. The ICJ case, lodged by the small Mustimajority nation of The Gambiajn West Africa, on behalf of
dozens of other Muslim countries, called for emergemmasures to be taken against the Myanmar
military, known as Tatmadaw, until a fuller investigation could be launched.

Where are they now?
About 860,000 RohingylaA S Ay (GKS ¢g2NIX RQa fIFNBSad FyR Y24l
Bangladesh.
The Myanmar and Bangladesh governments continue to negotiate terms for the repatriation of Rohingya
refugees to Myanmar.

According to the Ministry of Home Affajthere are approximately 40,000 Rohingyas living in India.

Insta CuriousBhasan Char (Floag Island) also known as Char Piya or Thengar Char Island, is an island in
Hatiya, Bangladesh. Why is it news recently?
/'y LYRALF ¢dzNYy O RBadweeKAydel [/ NRAAAQ ¢ARS

Instalinks 4. 1CJ vs International Criminal Court.
Prelims Link:

1. Who are Rohingyas? Mains Link:

2. Location of Rakhine State. Write anote on Rohingya Crisis.

3. About the International Court of Justice.

Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?Orgld=G4H94AR&ipnageview=0

Topics: Bilateral, regional a nd global groupings and agreements involving India and/or

affecting I ndiads iIinterests.
1. Tax Inspectors Whbut Borders (TIWB) programme
Context:

{ S & OKTaf Iisfedt@s Without Borders (TIWB) programiaenched in
partnership with India. LN
This programme is the six#iWB programme which India has
supported by providing Tax Expert. &
Indian Ocean
Benefits of the progamme: !
Through this India in collaboration with the UNDP and the TIWB Secretari; ,
aims to aid Bhutan in strengthening its tax administration by transferring techmoak-how and skills to its
tax auditors, and through sharing of best audit practices.

About TIWB Programme:

1. Itisa joint initiative of the United Nations Development Programme (UNCdMd the Organisation
for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD)

2. Theobjectiveof the TIWB Initiative is to enable sharing of tax audit knowledge and skills with tax
administrations in developing countries through a targeted, real tilearning by doing" approach.

3. TIWB is focused opromoting handson assistance by sendjrExperts to build audit and audilated
skills pertaining to specific international tax matters and the development of general audit skills withi
developing tax aahinistrations.

Insta CuriousDid you know about the Better Life Index developed by [@Head here,

InstalLinks: 1. About TIWB Programme.
Prelims Link: 2. Implementation.
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3. Developed by? Mains Link:Discuss the significance of the
4. Significance. Programme.

2. High Ambition Coalition (HAC) for Nature and People:

Context:

At a ceremony held between the French and Indian governmémig officiallyjoined the High Ambition
Coalition for Nature and Petgp

Key points:

India is thefirst of the BRICS bloaf major emerging economies (Brazil, Russia, India, China and South

Africa) to join the HAC.
LYRAFQa Fyy2dzyOSYSy i Olav¥l Biddiveksify méetirghodted byRChimizl) G 2

WhatistreWl A O AGA2Y [ 22 EAGA2YQ 611 /0

High Ambition Coalition faXature and People, wasitiated atil KS  a hy S t f | v S inJanudry Y A (

2021.
It is cochairedby Costa Rica and Franaad by theUnited Kingdom as Ocean athair.
High Ambition Coalition (HAC) ig@up of more than 70 countrieencouraging the adoption of the global
goalto protect 30x30
HAC championa global deal for nature and people with thentral goal of protecting at least 30
LISNOSYy i 27F ogoedddibR@030.f I YR | YR
The 30x30 targeis a global target which aims to halt the accelerating loss of species ratetivital
ecosystems that are the source of our economic security.
HAC membersurrently include a mix of countries in the global north andwgh; European, Latin
American, Africa and Asia countries are among the members.

Why 30x307?
In order to addres both the biodiversity crisis and the climate crisis, there is growing scientific research that
half of the planet must be kept in a natural state.
Despite this, experts agree that a scientifically credible and necessary interim goatiseve a
minimum of 30% protection by 2030.

The scientific data help justify the 30x30 target for biodiversity conservation both at a global level an

regional level.

Significance:

Currently, an estimatesh pi’z 2 F (G KS ¢ 2 NI RQdandrelpotBeted Y R 1372 2F (GKS
In order to achieve the goal of protectimag least 30% by 2030ve'll need to double the current land
protections and more than quadruple current ocean protections.

Thiscoalition aims to promote an international agreemenb protectat least 30 % thef world's land and

ocean by 2030.

3. TheMalabar Exercisef Quad nations

Context:
The US recently said that the scope of the randtiion Malabar exercise in terms of more likended navies

taking part in the drills could expand in future. And it was for the Quad partners to discuss the possibility of an

expansion.

Background:

LYRAFX GKS {2 WHLIY YR !'dza0NIfAlI KIS (A0SR
of Bengal, with the exercise seeking to build on the synergy and interoperability developed during the first
phase heldn August.

Oveview of Malabar:
Malabar began as a bilateral naval exercise between India and the U.S. in 1992, and was expanded into a
trilateral format with the inclusion of Japan in 2015.
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What isQuad groupin@

The quadrilateral formation includes Japan, India, United States and Australia.

All four nations find a common ground of being the democratic nations and common interests of
unhindered mariime trade and security.

¢tKS ARSI gl a FANRG Y220SR o0& WFLIyYySaS t NAYS
move ahead with Ausalia pulling out of it.

Significance of the grouping

Quad is an opportunity for likminded countries to share notes and collaboratepsojects of mutual
interest.

Members share a vision of an open and free hRaxific.

It is one of the manpvenues for interaction among India, Australia, Japan and the US and should no
be seen in an exclusive context.

Why is China concerned abouh¢se developments?

1.
2.
3.

Beijing has long opposed a coalition of democracigsarindo-Pacific region

It sees the maritime Quadrilateral as an AsifhTQl K G aSS1a 2yte .d2 O2yil

rfazx 4G F GAYS 2F AGNIAYSR o0AfFGSNXt GASa o
drill could only be construed asnaove directed against Beijing.

Insta CuriousHave you heard of RIC Grouping? What are its objectives?tRead

InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:

1.

2
3.
4.
5

Quad formation and members.

Malabar exerciseformation and participants.

Asia Pacific region vs Ind@acific region: @rview of geography.

Important islands in South China Sea.

Islands in Indian Ocean Region and related facts like 6 degree channel etc.

Mains Link:Discuss why expansion of Malabar Exercise to include Australia is important for India.

4. International Solar Alliance GeaakAssembly

Context:
The fourth general assembly of Theernational Solar Indla s Comil;leUtlglg toIsA
Alliance (ISA)is being held virtually. Contribure Development Agency (REDA) | Sica fhely fo -« 5]

and the Solar Energy Corpo- announce similar \/p;l;
Il T} ration of India (SECI), both of | contributions scon

It is presided over by Minister for Power, New anc _..1. Rkl them arms of the Ministry of S 2

New and Renewable Energy

Rene(\;vablefEEergSy, Governg?ent of India and the &= me PRI i ??;Mgﬁifgiﬁa
President of the ISA Assembly. tolilee e Dexkieer
—~— £
- T
Highlights:
TheFourth Assembly of the ISA will deliberate on

the key initiatives around the
operationalisation of theOSOWOG
initiative, the $1 trillion Solar
Investment Roadmap for 2030, and
approval of 8Blended Financial Risk
Mitigation Facility.

World leaders of ISA member
countrieswill also discuss the
strategic plan of the ISA for the next

INTERNATIONAL SOLAR ALLIANCE

Knowledgekart.in

Tropic of Capricon

Aim: energy needs by harnessing solar energy

flve years Obijective: Global deployment of over 1,000GW of solar generation capacity and
mobilisation of investment of over US $1000 billion in into solar energy by 2030.
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The ISA will also discuss thartnership with Global Energy Alliance (GEA)scale up technical and
financial support to LDCs and SIDS.

About the ISA Assembly:
The Assembly is éapex decisioamaking body of International Solar Alliance (ISA),which each member
country is representa.
¢tKAad 02Re YI1Sa RSOAaArAz2ya O2yOSNYyAy3a GKS AYLI
coordinated actions to be taken to achieve itsedijve.
The Assemblyneets annually at the Ministerial level at the seat of the IS@ssesses the aggregate
effect of the programmes and other activities in terms of deployment of solar energy, performance,
reliability, as well as cost and scale of finenc

International Solar Alliane (ISA)
International Solar Alliance wésunched in 2015
Thelnternational Solar Alliance (ISA) is an alliance of more than 122 counttiagd by India
ISA is &oalition of solar resource rich counes lying fully or partially between the Tropic of Cancer
and the Tropic of Capricorto specifically addressnergy needs by harnessing solar energy.
TheParis Declaratiorestablishes ISA as an alliance dedicated to the promotion of solar energy amon
its member countries.
ISA brings tgether countries with rich solar potential to aggregate global demand, thereby reducing
prices through bulk prchase.
It facilitates the deployment of existing solar technologies at scale, and promoting collaborative solaf
R&D and capacity building.

Secreariat:
India and France jointly laid the foundation stone of ISA Headquarters
They inaugurated the interim Secretariat of the ISN#tional Institute of Solar Energy campus,
Gurugram, Haryana

Objectives:
¢ KS L { !objectivesling@idgdlobal dgoyment of over 1,000GW of solar generation capacityd
mobilisation of investrant of over US$ 1000 billion into solar energy by 2030.
The ISA envisions to enable the full ecosystem for availability and development of technology, economi
resources, andlevelopment of storage technology, mass manufacturing and innovation.

Need for: PM Modi's 10-point action plan to promote solar power
The reduced Cost Of tech nologwould Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Sunday listed out 10 action points at the founding conference of the

International Solar Alliance, to bring about a solar revolution worldwide. They include:
enable the undertaking of more ambitious
solar energy programmes.
Solar ikey source of affordable and
reliable energy Successful preft
implementation could play significant role ™

» Ensuring that cheap and improved solar

» Developing regulatory aspects and norms to
speed up adoption of solar technologies,
solutions

» Consultancy support for bankable solar projects
in developing nations

» Ensuring efforts to propagate solar revolution
stress on partnerships and assimilation

» Ensuring creation of a network of centres of
excellence that takes into account local

in achieving the universal energgcess technology is easily available circumstances and factors

» Increasing the percentage of solar energy in _ = >
goal (S DG 7) K countries' national energy mix » Ensuring solar energy policies are seen in (he )

» Encouraging innovation for development of gontt e g{ dgvelolpmem :hGat V'I"" help in achieving

H : stainable Development Goals.
ISA's six programmes could be a game solutions to problems/challenges i il
. » Ensuring concessional and risk-free funding for > Maklng_(he ISA secretariat a strong and

changer for the conservation of solar projects professional body

environmentviz. Solar Applications for
Agricultural Use, Affordable Finance at 8cMini Grids, and Solar Rooftops and Sotardbility & Storage
and LargeScaleSolar Parks.

Insta CuriousDo you know about the First World Solar Technology Summit? Referencehread

InstaLinks: 2. |ISA secretariat.
Prelims Link: 3. OSOWOG initiativebjectives.
1. ISA. 4. When was it launched?
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5. Implementing agency. Mains Link:Discuss the significance of OSOWOG
6. What are nonfossil fuels? Examples. initiative.

5. US, India, Israel and UAE to form a 'Néwad":

Context:

First virtual summit of the forgh ministers of the US, India, Israel and UAE was recently held.
At the end of the meet, the four nations agreed to foamew international economic forunto utilise
0§KS GdzyAljdzS | NNIRSRFS O LR 63 E WWSINISSYEO ] ¢y 2K G S

About the group:
The group is already being dubb@dK S Wb S ¢ v dzZF RQI & 8B NEShe tieFoR S
Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (QSD).

Objectives and focus areas of the new Quad:
The group is intended am "international economic forum'that will work on furthering theeconomic and
political ties between the four counes.

Significance:
Experts believe the new group is important for greater cooperation of the countries involved in keeping the
Middle East stable.

Comparisons with the Quadrilateral Security Dialog(@SD):

The QSD, often called the 'Quad' is at&gic dialogue betweethe United States, India, Japan and Australia.
The dialogue wastarted in 2007 in response to increasing Chinese aggression in the South China Se
and was accompanied by one of tlaegest joint military exercises of the moderragthe Malabar
Exercise.

a

While Australia had pulled out of the dialogue as its own economic ties to China grew over the decadle,

the group reconvened in 2017.

What will the group focus on?

Some of the aras that the countries had highlighted during their talks include improving trade ties,
cooperation in maritime security of the region, joint discussions for global public health, and joint
infrastructure projects focused on transportationcitechnology.

Benefits of the new Quad:

1. Beyond trade, there is potential for India, UAE and Israel to collaborate on manyrarfeas
semiconductor design and fabrication to space technology.

2. With the new alliance, India can use this platform to hasearious oppunities like Big data, Al,
Quantum computing, export its products in their market etc.

3. The group will help to focus on nanilitary issues like trade, energy, and environment and on
promoting public goods.

4. The platform will help India tpursue wideranging minilateral partnerships in the region. With major

powers like France, Russia, China drawn to this region, the alliance will help India to shape its positipn

in changing the geopolitics of this region.

Need for and significance of thgroup:
TheR dzNJ O2dzy t NA Sa KI @S | adzyAljdzS aSad 2F OF LI 0Af
create a new network of cooperation.
The countries also recognised that there are many overlapping interests between them. Especially if
the field of energyclimate, trade, and regional security.

So, the new Quad format will help these countries to develop these areas further.

Insta Curiousindia, Israel and the UAE have already established trilateral cooperaitioinade and
investment sine the Abraham écords. What are Abraham Accords?
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InstaLinks: 3. Countries and important islands in the

Prelims Link: Indian Ocean region.
1. Quad composition. 4. Ceographical overview of IndBacific
2. When was it first proposed? region.

5. Important seas and straits in thregion.

Mains Link:A formal revival and rnvigoration of the Quad is called for to maintain peace and tranquillity and
to ensure observance of the UN Law of the Seas. Examine.

Link:https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehindu.com/news/national/inditsractuae-us-quadto-focus
on-economiccooperationsaysisraelienvoy/article072323.ece/amp/

6. LiaisonOfficer (LOat the b | @ Bhf@rénation Fusion Centre for Indian
Ocean Reqion (IHOR)

Context:
The Netherland$as said that it is interested in postiag
Liaison Officer (LAY (i  { K Snfdonhat@®i Eusion Centre

NORWAY

for Indian Ocean Region (IHOR)for Maritime Domain sweoew fp i
Awareness and information sharing. NoRTH  DEMMARK Tsea
UN(;BEDDM NETHERLANDS
About IFCIOR o AMSTERDAM® POLAND
The IFGOR waset up in 20180 coordinate with BeLGium  GERMANY

CZECH
REPUBLIC

regional countries on maritime issues and act as a
regional repository of maritime data.

It presently has linkages with more than 20 partn
countries and muitnational agencies across the

FRANCE

globe ® Encyclopaedia Britannica, Inc.
It islocated in Gurugram, sea How will it function? The IFCOR
India. Ie\xchar'l:less » At present, data will be shared by will strengthen
Qe virtual means - telephone calls, fax maritime security in
The Information Fusion es, emails and video conferencing the region and beyond
Roles and functions of a liaison ISl SR i Ll O
officer: of commercial shipping for quicker analysis of information sttuation plcture

information between and timely inputs

The liaison officer will be based countries in the Indian EFENCE OFFCIAL

) ’ Ocean lon « It will also impart training in
full-time at the centre, working . maritime information collectionand ~ _
directly with the Indian armed .-

L. ) 5 — s
- e . N = - -
forces and fellowiaison officers ; BN . 5_, -y d-a-
from partner nations to enhance =~ % ‘ . Ly
maritime domain awareness in -

the region.

Insta CuriousHave you heard about U.K. Carrier
Strike Group (CSG)? Reference: résasl

InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. Whatis IFEIOR?
2. What is the Regional Maritime Information
Fusion Centre (RMIFC)?
3. Who estblished Europeated mission in
the Strait of Hormuz (EMASOH)?
4. Locate Persian Gulf and strait of Hormuz.
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Mains Link:Discuss how observer status at the Indian Ocean Commissips Imdia secure its strategic
objectives.

Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?0Orgld=G3K947NOG.1&imageview=0

7. Afghan facing acute food crisis:
Context:
Executive director of the World Food Programme has said thadl&XK | YA a U | Y

i Aa 2y (KS
g2NRG KdzYF YAGIE NRFY ONR&ASE 6AGK Y2NB GKFy KIFEF

f

What's the issue?

Talibanhas taken full control of Afghanistan. People have no jobs and incomes. Over 22 million Afghans wil
suffer food insecurity this winter as aairght driven by climate change adds to their woes. This will force them
to choose between migration and starvation.

I} I

Taliban fighters seize Ghazni in central Afghanistan - the tenth provincial capital
to fall in six days.

| Ao 8 2

el TALUQAN
TAKHAR AIKISTAN ™ Rom i

AUCUST 92000 | ALCLET o, 20 :

TURKMENISTAN

ACCUSTIZ 00

PUL-E-KHUMRI
BAGHLAN

AJCUSTIZ 00

s GMAZNI

AL 0 XD
aN
OISTICT CENTRE CONTROL

TALIDAN-CONTROLLED BEFOSE AUGUST T, 2000

Significance of Afghan stability
Can havespill over to Neighbouring central Asian countriéke Tajikistan, Uzbekiatan etc
Taliban resurgence wilkvive extremism in the regiomnd the region can become a safe sanctuary
for Let,ISIS etc.
Civil war in Afghanistan will lead ta&ugee crisign Central Asia and beyond.
' TIAKE YA &Gl yiedthéGentral Adiah ¢oéntrigs withthe shortastess to the seaports of
the Indian ocean.
Afghanistan has been an important link in the regional trade, cultural, playing the role of a connecti
bridge for Central and the rest of the world.

Why isit imperative now for India to engage with th&aliban?
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Taliban is now having a significant presence in Afghanistan.

India is already having huge investments in AfghaaisiTo secure assets worth $3 billion, Indi@asld
engage with all parties in Afghanistan.

Taliban engaging with Pak deep state will not be in India's best interest.

If India does not engage now Russia, Iran, Pakistan and China will emerge as the shaper

P FAKEYAAGlE yQa L2 fedtidywdithtfor dung Rill g Seritnighal olinkignlinteredis.
The U.S. has announced a new, surprise formatidgnofa v dzt R¢ 2y NBIAUNYy I f O3
UzbekistanAfghanistanPakistanthat does not inclde India.

India's effort to trade with Afghastan Via Chabahar port in order to increase the economy on scale.

Need of the hour:
Urgent need to collectively act for the safety of Afghan civilians by checking violence by Taliban
Afghanistan should bewgen enough space in Central Asian architecuileeSCQShanghai
cooperation organisation)
The USA Iran,China,and Russia should actively involve Indiagimtain stability in Afghanistan.
Unified acton for the refugee crisis if it arises.
Indian engagement with Taliban to maintain peace with immediate neighbours.

Insta CuriousKnow about the USTaliban peace deal:

InstalL inks: 4. India's investments in Afghanistan Projects.
Prelims Link:
1. About Taliban. Mains Link:Discuss why India should engage with
2. Afghan Crisis. Afghanistan now.

3. About NATO.

Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home&ShareArticle?Orgld=G4H94ARCJ.1&imageview=0

8. Bilateral Trade and Investment Agreement (BTIA):

Context:

India and the European Union (EdJg set to resume negotiations for a Bilateral Trade and Investment
Agreement (BTIA) by December.

Challenges ahedt
bSI2GAF0G2NR NB adAftt aljdza 4GS LFFRWIH QA NILEINPRIISSO i
BesidesMake in India programmeéhas been accelerated by the CO\MDcrisis and recent
LINRYy2dzy OSYSyGa GKIG Ly RAUHedibthgditdation.2 32 W{ St ¥

India- EU trade:
¢NIF RS $AGK LYRAIF F2N¥YSR dzyRSNJ 2 2F (GKS 9o o
the relationship.

| 2y @SNASt&s (KS 9! d Aa LYRAIQa I NBSHA I yiRWIR)
global trade.
About BTIA:

In June 2007, India and the EU began negotiations on a Hrased Bilateral Trade and Investment
Agreement (BTIA) in Brussels, Belgium.

These negotiations are pursuant to the commitment made by political leadéhe atth IndiaEU
Summit held in Helsinki on 13th October 2006 move towards negotiations for a brodshsed trade
and investment agreementrothe basis of the report of IndigU High Level Technical Group.

Significance:
India and the EU expect to promote bilateral trade by removing barriers to trade in goods and servic
and investment across all sectors of the economy.
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Both parties belieg that a comprehensive and ambitious agreement that is consistent with WTO rules
and principles would open new markets and would expand opportunities for Indian and EU business

2 KFiQa GKS AaadsS y26K

Negotiations have been languishing since 2013 wthertalks collapsed overertain demands from the EU
such as greater market accdss automobiles, wine and spirits, and further opening up of the financial
services sector such as banking, insurance acghemerce.

The EU also wanted labour, environmeamid government procurement to be included in the talks.
LYRAI Qa RS YwoykRisa®rd Ntlid$ Hsa dodnilas well as data secure status, that would make it
easier for European companide outsource business to India, were also not received endstisally by the
EU countries.

InstalLinks: 1. South Asia Free Trade Agreement (SAFTA).
Prelims Link: 2. IndiaASEAN Comprehensive Economic

1. BTIAoverview. Cooperation Agreement (CECA).

2. What is Brexit? 3. IndiaKorea Comprehesive Economic

3. EU vs Eurozone. Partnership Agreement (CEPA).
Overview of:

Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?Orgld=GSA94NKVS.1&imageview=0

Topics: Effect of policies and politics of developedandd ev el opi ng countri e
interests, Indian diaspor a.

1. Dispute overSenkaku Islanda Japan:

Context:

New Japanese Prime MinistBumio Kishid&K | & &t AR G KI G KS NXBrGnShvedideRt Jde
Biden abouttheUn§ R { il 4S&aQ O2YYAlGUYSyil (2 RSTSYyRAyHe(iKS
Senkaku Islands in Japan.

Background:
As per the U.Slapan security treaty, the U.S. has obligations to
defend Japan, which cover the uninhabited island.

About Senkaku Islands

The Sakaku Islands arlcated in the East China Sea between
WELI Yy GKS tS2LX SQa wSLJzotAO 2F / KAYlFTI YR GKS
(Taiwan). The archipelago contains five uninhabited islands and
three barren rocks, ranging in size from 800 m2 to 4.32 kmz2.

Whatared KS 3INRdzy Ra F2NJ WHLI yQa GSNNAOG2NRIFIE a2 3SNBA:
The Senkaku Islands were not included in theitiery which Japan renounced under Article Zlof San
Francisco Peace Treaty of 19ftat legally defined theerritory of Japan after World War II.
Under Article 3 of the treaty, the islands were placed under the administrationeobinited States as
part of the Nansei Shoto Islands. The Senkaku Islands are included in the areas whose administrati
rights wee reverted to Japan in accordance wiktie Agreement between Japan and the United
States of America Concerning the Ryukyatgls and the Daito Islands that entered into force in
1972.

2 Kl Aad [ KAYylFQa OflFAY
China says that the islands have been part of its territory since ancient ewsng as important fishing
grounds administered by the province of Taiwan.

Taiwan was ceded to Japartie Treaty of Shimonoseki in 1895after the SinaJapanese war.
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