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GENERAL STUDIES ς 1 
 

Topics: Indian culture will cover the salient aspects of Art Forms, Literature and 
Architecture from ancient to modern times.  

1. Buddhist Circuit:  
Context:  
Centre has planned major infrastructure push for Buddhist Circuit. The Union Tourism Ministry has 
aggressively started tourism promotion with participation of the industry stakeholders, especially after the 
dramatic improvement of Covid situation in the country and achievement of vaccination targets.  
 
What is Buddhist Circuit?  
The Buddhist Circuit project was announced by the central government 
in 2016. Since then, Rs 343 crore has been sanctioned for the project 
under various schemes.  

 The Buddhist circuit is a route that follows in the footsteps of 
the Buddha from Lumbini in Nepal where he was born, through 
Bihar in India where he attained enlightenment, to Sarnath and 
Kushinagar in Uttar Pradesh in India, where he gave his first teachings and died.  

 
Development of the circuit:  

 ¦ƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ƻŦ ¢ƻǳǊƛǎƳΩǎ ŦƭŀƎǎƘƛǇ 
Swadesh Darshan scheme, multiple projects 
have been undertaken in Madhya Pradesh, 
Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, Gujarat and Andhra 
Pradesh.  

 In Bihar and Uttar Pradesh, the plan is to 
further develop the sites of Bodh Gaya, 
Nalanda, Rajgir, Viashali, Sarnath, Shravasti, 
Kushinagar, Kaushambi, Sankisa and 
Kapilavastu.  

 These sites currently receive approximately six 
per cent of nationwide foreign tourist arrivals, 
with Sarnath and Bodh Gaya leading the pack.  

 
Coverage:  

 Initially, it was envisaged only to seven major 
Buddhist pilgrimage sites in Uttar Pradesh and 
Bihar, later it was expanded to 21 more states 
ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘǊŀƴǎ- national tourist circuit.  

 It has identified stupas and viharas in these 21 states, around which small intra-state Buddhist zones 
will be developed.  

 The states now that will be covered include Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, Kerala, West Bengal, Goa, 
Gujarat and Jammu & Kashmir.  

 The Buddhist circuit has four international and two domestic airports, while two more in the pipeline.  
 There are also plans of developing helicopter services and improving international connectivity under 

the UDAN scheme.  
 
Swadesh Darshan Scheme:  
It was launched by the Ministry of Tourism in 2014-15 to develop theme-based tourist circuits in the country.  

 It is a 100% centrally funded scheme for project components undertaken for public funding.  
 It also has provision for leveraging voluntary funding under Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) 

initiatives of Central Public Sector Undertakings and the corporate sector. 
 
Under this scheme, 13 thematic circuits have been identified for development. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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These are: 
1. Buddhist Circuit,  
2. North-East India 

Circuit,  
3. Coastal Circuit,  
4. Himalayan 

Circuit,  
5. Krishna Circuit,  
6. Desert Circuit,  
7. Eco Circuit,  
8. Wildlife Circuit,  
9. Tribal Circuit,  
10. Rural Circuit,  
11. Spiritual Circuit,  
12. Ramayana Circuit 

and  
13. Heritage Circuit. 

 
Insta Curious: Do you 
know about the 
International Buddhist 
Conclave? Where will be 
the upcoming conclave 
be held? Reference: read 
this.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Buddhism- Origin and Spread. 
2. Different sects under Buddhism. 
3. Various Mudras. 
4. Differences between Hinayana and 

Mahayana Sects. 

5. Who are Bodhisattvas? 
6. Different places associated with the life of 

Buddha. 
7. Various Buddhist Councils. 

 
Mains Link: Discuss the relevance of Buddha and 
his thoughts today. 

 

2. Who are Nihangs?  
Context:  
Last year, a group of Nihangs had chopped off the hand of a policeman in Patiala with a sword after he asked 
them to show 'movement passes' during the Covid lockdown.  

 This year, they have again killed a man near Singhu border in New Delhi, allegedly for desecrating a 
sacred text.  

 
Who is a Nihang?  
Nihang is an order of Sikh warriors. They are characterised by blue robes, antiquated 
arms such as swords and spears, and decorated turbans surmounted by steel quoits.  
 
²Ƙŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ΨbƛƘŀƴƎΩ ƳŜŀƴΚ  
Etymologically the word nihang in Persian means an alligator, sword and pen but the characteristics of Nihangs 
seem to stem more from the Sanskrit word nihshank which means without fear, unblemished, pure, carefree 
and indifferent to worldly gains and comfort.  
 
Origin:  
Sources trace their origin to Guru Gobind SinghΩǎ ȅƻǳƴƎŜǊ ǎƻƴΣ CŀǘŜƘ {ƛƴƎƘ όмсфф-1705), who once appeared 
iƴ ǘƘŜ DǳǊǳΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ŘǊŜǎǎŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ ōƭǳŜ ŎƘƻƭŀ ŀƴŘ ōƭǳŜ ǘǳǊōŀƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŘǳƳŀƭŀ όǇƛŜŎŜ ƻŦ ŎƭƻǘƘ ŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ ŀ ǇƭǳƳŜύΦ  
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 On seeing his son look so majestic, the Guru remarked that it shall be the dress of Nihangs, the reckless 
soldiers of the Khalsa.  

 
How were Nihangs different from other Sikhs, and other Sikh warriors?  
Nihangs observe the Khalsa code of conduct in its strictest sense. They do not profess any allegiance to an 
earthly master. Instead of saffron they hoist a blue Nishan Sahib (flag) atop their shrines.  
 
What is their role in Sikh history?  

 Nihangs had a major role in defending the Sikh panth after the fall of the first Sikh rule (1710-15) when 
Mughal governors were killing Sikhs, and during the onslaught of Afghan invader Ahmed Shah Durrani 
(1748-65).  

 Nihangs also took control of the religious affairs of the Sikhs at Akal Bunga (now known as Akal Takht) 
in Amritsar. They did not consider themselves subordinate to any Sikh chief and thus maintained their 
independent existence.  

 Their clout came to an end after the fall of Sikh Empire in 1849 when the British authorities of Punjab 
appointed a manager (sarbrah) for the administration of the Golden Temple in 1859.  

 
 
Insta Curious: Do you know who fought the Third 
Battle of Panipat in 1761? Reference: read this.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. What is Khalsa code of conduct?  

2. Who helped Ahmed Shah Durrani invade 
India?  

3. What is the difference between Shardai, 
Sukhnidhan and Shaheedi deg?  

4. Who was Guru Gobind Singh? His 
contributions to Sikh community?  

 
Mains Link: Who are Nihangs? How are they different from other Sikhs, and other Sikh warriors? Discuss. 
 

3. Kushinagar, a Buddhist pilgrimage town:  
Context:  
Prime Minister Narendra Modi recently inaugurated the Kushinagar international airport.  

 The airport in eastern UP, the third international airport in the election-bound state, will mainly 
service the Buddhist tourism circuit.  

 The Sri Lankan Airlines flight carrying 
monks and dignitaries was the first to 
land at the airport.  

 
Historical significance of Kushinagar:  

 Among the most important of Buddhist 
pilgrimages, Kushinagar was where The 
Buddha attained Mahaparinirvana 
(ultimate salvation) in c. 483 BC.  

 ¢ƻŘŀȅΩǎ YǳǎƘƛƴŀƎŀǊ ƛǎ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ 
Kushinara, capital of the ancient Malla 
republic, which was one of the 16 mahajanapadas of the 6th-4th centuries BC.  

 The area went on to be part of the kingdoms of the Mauryas, Shungas, Kushanas, Guptas, 
Harshavardhana, and the Palas.  

 The first excavations in Kushinagar were carried out by Alexander Cunningham and ACL Carlleyle, who 
unearthed the main stupa and the 6-metre-long statue of the Reclining Buddha in 1876.  

 Kushinagar is among the very few places in India where The Buddha is depicted in reclining form.  
 
Significance of the move:  

 While Buddhism originated in India and seven of the eight main Buddhist pilgrimage sites are in India, 
our country gets not even 1 percent of Buddhist pilgrims in the world.  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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 There is an awareness in the government that the absence of tourist infrastructure is a major reason 
why India loses out to Southeast Asian nations such as Indonesia and Thailand.  

 The hope is that world-class facilities will be able to attract Buddhist tourists to India, and boost 
revenues and employment generation.  

Therefore, the latest move helps India promote important Buddhist pilgrimage sites in the country.  
 
Buddhist Circuit:  

 In 2016, the Ministry of Tourism announced the 
.ǳŘŘƘƛǎǘ /ƛǊŎǳƛǘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘǊŀƴǎƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 
tourism circuit, covering sites in Nepal and Sri Lanka 
alongside those in India.  

 ¢ƘŜ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅΩǎ ƳŀǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ǳŘŘƘƛǎǘ /ƛǊŎǳƛǘ ƛƴcludes Bodh 
Gaya, Vaishali, and Rajgir in Bihar, Kushinagar, Sarnath, 
and Shravasti in UP, and Lumbini in Nepal.  

 
Insta Curious: Identify important places associated with the life of Buddha.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About Kushinagar.  
2. Buddhist Circuit.  
3. Buddhist pilgrimage sites in India and the 

world.  

4. Reclining Buddha.  
 
Mains Link: Discuss the significance of Buddhist 
Circuit.  

 
Link: https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/kushinagar-buddhist-pilgrimage-town-and-site-of-big-infra-
push-7582449/lite/. 
 

Topics: Modern Indian history from about the middle of the eighteenth century until the  
present- significant events, personalities, issues. 

1. Sir Syed Ahmad Khan:  
Context:  
204th birth anniversary of Sir Syed Ahmad Khan was 
recently observed.  

 He was born on October 17, 1817.  
 
Who was Sir Syed Ahmad Khan?  
Sir syed Ahmed khan was a teacher, politician,social 
reformer etc.  
He was also the founder of Aligarh muslim university.  
 
Why has he been controversial?  
Sir syed Ahmed khan has often been criticised as the 
father of Two nation theory which led to the formation 
of two seperate nations i.e. India and Pakistan.  

 It is erroneously believed by some historians that the Hindu-Muslim divide in India was the by-product 
of the two-nation tƘŜƻǊȅ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎǳǇǇƻǎŜŘƭȅ ƘŀŘ ƛǘǎ ƻǊƛƎƛƴ ƛƴ {ƛǊ {ȅŜŘΩǎ ƛŘŜƻƭƻƎȅΦ  

 
Was "two-nation" theory in existence during his times?  
άbŀǘƛƻƴŀƭƛǎƳέ ŀǎ ŀ ŎƻƴǎŎƛƻǳǎƭȅ-held idea was a 20th century phenomenon even in Europe, from where it was 
imported to India. Eminent histƻǊƛŀƴ !ƴƛƭ {Ŝŀƭ Ƙŀǎ ǊƛƎƘǘƭȅ ǇƻƛƴǘŜŘ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ {ƛǊ {ȅŜŘΩǎ ǘƛƳŜǎΣ άǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ 
ƴƻ ǘǿƻ ƴŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ŜǾŜƴ ƻƴŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ƴƻ ƴŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǘ ŀƭƭΦέ 
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 Till 1898, when Sir Syed breathed his last, there 
ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ƭƛƪŜ ŀƴ LƴŘƛŀƴ άƴŀǘƛƻƴέΣ ƴor did the 
founding fathers of the Indian National Congress 
make such a claim.  

 Sir Octavian Hume, the founder of the Congress, 
ǘŀƭƪŜŘ ƻŦ άŀ ŎƻƴƎŜǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎέΣ ƴƻǘ ŀ 
nation.  

 
{ƛǊ {ȅŜŘΩǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ ƻŦ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΥ  

 {ƛǊ {ȅŜŘΩǎ concept of nation was inextricably 
woven with secular ideals.  

 Sir Syed believed in a multiculturalism under which all 
cultural communities must be entitled to equal status 
under state.  

 
Rationale behind the Establishment of Aligarh Muslim 
University:  
The main reason behind the establishment of this institution 
was the wretched dependence of the Muslims. Their religious 
fanaticism did not let them avail the educational facilities 
provided by the government schools and colleges. It was, 
therefore, deemed necessary to make some special arrangement for their education.  
 
Insta Curious: The August Offer was an offer made by Viceroy Linlithgow in 1940. What were the key 
recommendations made in it? Reference: read this.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About Sir Syed Ahmad Khan.  

2. His contributions to Nationalism.  
3. Contributions in the field of education.  
4. About "two- nation" theory.  

 
Mains Link: Discuss the role played by Sir Syed Ahmad Khan in educating the youth of the country.  
 

2. Mount Harriet renamed after Manipur:  
Context:  
The Centre has rechristened Mount Harriet, a historical tourist spot in the Andaman and Nicobar islands, as 
'Mount Manipur'.  
 
²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ aŀƴƛǇǳǊΩǎ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ aƻǳƴǘ IŀǊǊƛŜǘΚ  
After the Anglo-Manipur War of 1891, several Manipuris who had fought the British in the war, including 
Maharaja Kulachandra Dhwaja Singh, were exiled to the British penal colony in the Andaman Islands.  
Since the cellular jail (Kalapani) was yet to be built, Kulachandra and the prisoners were kept on Mount 
Harriet, a hillock in what is now the Ferragunj tehsil of South Andaman district.  
 
Anglo-Manipur War of 1891- Causes:  

 Considered an epoch in the history of Manipur, the Anglo-Manipur War was fought between the 
kingdom of Manipur and the British over a month in 1891.  

 The battle was triggered by a coup in the palace of Manipur, which had been marked by internal 
factionalism in the years leading up 1891.  

 ¢ƘŜ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ǘƻƻƪ ŀŘǾŀƴǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άƛƴǘŜǊƴŀƭ ŘƛǎǎŜƴǎƛƻƴέ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛƴŎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ǌƻȅŀƭ 
family.  

 
Significance of the war:  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/12/indian-national-congress-was-just-an-outcome-of-the-political-developments-of-second-half-of-19th-century-do-you-agree-to-the-statement-examine/&ved=2ahUKEwj4vdSW5dXzAhXn8HMBHY0fBvcQFnoECAYQAQ&usg=AOvVaw3PDBYwyU2KN1s8cXO-tce6
https://www.google.com/search?q=august+offer+1940&oq=August+offer&aqs=chrome.1.69i57j0i273l3j0i512.3393j0j9&client=ms-android-oneplus&sourceid=chrome-mobile&ie=UTF-8


 

www.insightsonindia.com       11  InsightsIAS 

Mŀƴȅ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǊ ǿŀǎ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ άōƭƻǿ ǘƻ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ ǇǊŜǎǘƛƎŜέΦ 5ŜǎǇƛǘŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǾƛŎǘƻǊȅΣ ƛǘ ƘŀŘ ƭŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŀǘƘ ƻŦ 
five important officers.  

 In India, it was viewed as being part of the general uprising against British rule in the country, soon 
after the Revolt of 1857.  

 The war led to Manipur officially becoming a princely state under the indirect rule of the British crown.  
 
About Mount Harriet:  

 Mount Harriet is the third highest peak 
in the Andaman and Nicobar Islands, 
and served as the summer 
headquarters of the Chief 
Commissioner during British Raj.  

 It is believed to be named after British 
artist and photographer, Harriet 
Christina Tytler, who was the wife of 
Robert Christopher Tytler, a soldier 
who served in the British Indian Army.  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About Mount Harriet.  
2. Anglo-Manipur War.  
3. Causes.  

4. Outcomes.  
 
Mains Link: Discuss about the significance of the 
Anglo Manipur war.  

 
Link: https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/andaman-and-nicobar-islands-mount-harriet-mount-
manipur-7581032/lite/.  
 

Topics: The Freedom Struggle  ï its various stages and important contributors 
/contributions from different  part s of the country.  

1. Sabarmati Ashram revamp:  
Context:  
aŀƘŀǘƳŀ DŀƴŘƘƛΩǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ-grandson Tushar Gandhi has moved the Gujarat High Court against the Gujarat 
ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ мΣнлл-crore plan to redevelop Sabarmati Ashram in Ahmedabad.  
 
Issues with the project:  
The redevelopment plan involves extending its area from five to 55 acres by relocating residents to nearby 
areas.  

 Tusha Gandhi says, this plan is diametrically opposed to the personal wishes of Mahatma Gandhi.  
 The project would lead to the reduction of the shrine and memorial of the freedom movement and 

turning the ashram into a commercial tourist attraction spot.  
 
How does the government defend its move?  

 The Gujarat government has maintained that it would not change or alter any building on the ashram 
campus. All heritage buildings would be restored as per Gandhian ethos.  

 The government has also maintained that the proposal to redevelop the ashram was not aimed at a 
takeover but to redevelop it by expanding the areas and creating a minimum infrastructure.  

 
About Sabarmati Ashram:  
Mahatma Gandhi set up the ashram and lived there from 1917 to 1930.  

 It was from his base here that Gandhi led the Dandi march also known as the Salt Satyagraha on 12 
March 1930.  

 Originally called the Satyagraha Ashram, reflecting the movement toward passive resistance launched 
by the Mahatma, the Ashram became home to the ideology that set India free.  
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Its role in freedom struggle:  
 Experiments in living. farming, animal husbandry, cow breeding, Khadi and related constructive 

activities. For Gandhi freedom did not just mean no British rule, but freedom from social evils and 
freedom to live a satyagrahi lifestyle. He developed those in Sabarmati.  

 Idea of Dignity in Labour: Intrinsic to the independence movement was upliftment of the masses. 
Campaigns for cleanliness became a part of the Gandhian idea of a new India and In Sabarmati Ashram 
both Gandhi Ji and Kasturbaji cleaned the Ashram themselves.  

 Schools: While at the Ashram, Gandhi formed a school that focused on manual labour, agriculture, and 
literacy to advance his efforts for self-sufficiency. During the freedom struggle many Indian schools 
were opened as an alternate to British schools.  

 Dandi March: From the Ashram, on 12 March 1930, Gandhi launched the famous Dandi march (with 78 
companions) in protest of the British Salt Law.  

 Home to leaders: Vinoba Bhave lived here as did Miraben.  
 
!ǎƘǊŀƳΩǎ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴŎŜ ǘƻŘŀȅΥ  
The Ashram reminds us to be hopeful and optimistic. It tells us to not thwart the vision of the Mahatma even in 
the face of immense adversity. The Ashram embodies the true memory of Gandhi, his pure truth and his 
utmost humility as his way of life.  

 The Ashram still personifies the ideals of truth and humility of a man who once lived there and lived for 
a nation and died for a nation. A man who wanted these high ideals to be held high always by a nation 
so great as India.  

 
Insta Curious: 5ƛŘ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ƻƴ Ƙƛǎ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ŦǊƻƳ {ƻǳǘƘ !ŦǊƛŎŀΣ DŀƴŘƘƛΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ !ǎƘǊŀƳ ƛƴ LƴŘƛŀ ǿŀǎ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ 
in the Kochrab area of Ahmedabad on 25 May 1915?  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About the Ashram.  
2. Its relevance today.  
3. Key events associated with the Ashram.  

4. Gandhi's stay at the Ashram.  
 
Mains Link: Comment on the role played by 
{ŀōŀǊƳŀǘƛ !ǎƘǊŀƳ ƛƴ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭŜ ŦƻǊ 
Independence and its significance today.  

 
Link: https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/mahatma-gandhis-
great-grandson-moves-court-against-sabarmati-ashram-revamp/article37206782.ece/amp/.  
 

Topics: Women and women related issues. 

1. wŀƧŀǎǘƘŀƴΩǎ ƳŀǊǊƛŀƎŜ ǊŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ .ƛƭƭ:  
Context:  
The Rajasthan government has rolled back the Rajasthan Compulsory Registrations of Marriage Amendment 
Bill, 2021, after it got embroiled in controversy for making it mandatory to register all marriages, including 
those of minors.  
 
Key Provisions of the Bill:  

 The Bill sought to amend Sections 5 and 8 of the Act, dealing with the appointment of Marriage 
Registration Officers and the duty of parties to a marriage to submit the memorandum for registration.  

 The amendment authorises the women above 18 years to provide information of their marriage on 
their own.  

 
Controversial provisions:  
The amendment amends Section 8 of the Rajasthan Compulsory Registration of Marriages Act, 2009, which 
ŘŜŀƭǎ ǿƛǘƘ ά5ǳǘȅ ǘƻ ǎǳōƳƛǘ aŜƳƻǊŀƴŘǳƳέΦ  

 The original provision in the law required mandatory registration of marriage within 30 days if the 
bride and bridegroom were under 21 years of age. The age criterion for both men and women was the 
same. The registration was to be done by their parents.  
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 The amended version said the 
parents must register the marriage 
ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ол Řŀȅǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŘŘƛƴƎ άƛŦ ǘƘŜ 
bride is under 18 and the 
ōǊƛŘŜƎǊƻƻƳ ƛǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ нмέΦ  

 
Why was this amendment made?  
The state government argues that this would 
bring the age in line with central legislation 
which recognises the age of 18 as majority 
for a girl and 21 for a boy.  

 Registration of child marriages 
would help in their faster 
annulment and help the 
government reach out to more 
victims, particularly widows.  

 
Implications of the move:  

1. If passed, it would open the 
floodgates for child marriage in the 
ǎǘŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ƎƛǾŜ άǾŀƭƛŘŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ 
ŀ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŜǾƛƭέΦ  

2. Compulsory registration of child 
marriage would legitimise it.  

3. Activists have also said the marriage 
certificate might in fact, contrary to 
government claims, become a 
hurdle in getting an annulment later 
as courts could cite lack of a marriage certificate as a reason to not grant an annulment.  

 
Background:  
Rajasthan had banned child marriage by bringing the Child 
Marriage Prohibition Act in 2006.  

 The law appears to have helped to bring down the 
instances of child marriage, as indicated in the National 
Family Health Survey (NFHS) data of 2015-16.  

 
Insta Curious: Did you know that child marriages are not illegal 
per se, although there is a legal framework to prevent them? 
Know more about this here.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About Rights if Children under the Indian 
Constitution.  

2. Overview of the conventions and 
international laws mentioned above.  

3. Laws to prevent Child Marriages in India.  
4. About the Rajasthan Marriages Bill.  

 
Mains Link: Suggest measures to counter child 
marriages in India.  

 
Link: https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-why-rajasthans-marriage-registration-bill-has-
kicked-up-a-storm-7566866/lite/.  
 

Topics: Population and associated issues, poverty and developmental issues. 

1. Modi launches missions for better cities 
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Context:  
The government has launched the 2nd phase of the Swachh Bharat Mission-Urban and Atal Mission for 
Rejuvenation and Urban Transformation (AMRUT) to make cities free of garbage, ensuring safe water, and 
not allow any untreated water discharge into any of the rivers in the country. 
 
Achievement till now: 

¶ 100% Open Defecation Free (ODF) 

¶ 70% of wastes in Indian Cities are being processed (from 20% back in 2014): India is processing about 
one lakh tonne of waste every day.  

¶ Behavioral Changes: Cleanliness has become a great campaign. PM cited that Children no longer 
throw Toffee wrappers around but keep them in the pocket to be disposed of in the dustbin later 

¶ National Respect and Pride: The successes of the two missions have given citizens respect, dignity, 
pride in collective ambition, and unmatched love for the motherland.  

¶ Enhanced finances: Allocation of the fund to the Urban Development Ministry increased from 1.25 
lakh Crore (2007-2014) to 4 lakh Crore (2014-2021) 

 

Key Points of the Mission: 
Swachh Bharat Mission-Urban 2.0 (SBM-U) 

¶ To make all cities млл҈ ΨƎŀǊōŀƎŜ ŦǊŜŜΩ from current 70%  

¶ Ensure grey and black water management in all cities other than those covered under AMRUT 

¶ Make all urban local bodies as ODF+ and those with a population of less than 1 lakh as ODF++ 

¶ Focus on source segregation of solid waste by utilizing the principles of 3Rs (Reduce, Reuse, Recycle) 

¶ Scientific processing of all types of municipal solid waste and remediation of legacy dumpsites for 
effective solid waste management 

 
AMRUT 2.0 

¶ 100% coverage of water supply to all households in around 4,700 urban local bodies by providing 
about 2.68 crore tap connections 

¶ 100% coverage of sewerage and septage in 500 AMRUT cities by providing around 2.64 crore sewers/ 
septage connections 

¶ Adopt the principles of Circular Economy (Generating wealth from waste using 3Rs) 

¶ Promote conservation and rejuvenation of surface and groundwater bodies 

¶ Data led governance in water management  

¶ Technology Sub-Mission to leverage latest global technologies and skills 

¶ ΨtŜȅ Wŀƭ {ǳǊǾŜƪǎƘŀƴΩ: To promote competition among cities 

2014: Swachh Bharat Mission 
launched to make India ODF 
free by 2019

2015: AMRUT lauched in 
500 Cities to provide basic 
civic amenitiesin Urban 
areas

2019: India achieves 
100% ODF free status

2021:Swachh Bharat 
Mission-Urban 2.0  and 
AMRUT 2.0 launched to 
make 100% garbage free 
cities and ensure 100% 
water supply 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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Insta Curious: Do you know how women contribute to the success of Swachh Bharat Abhiyan? Read Here 
Learn About SBM 1.0 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What are the targets and timelines for Swachh Bharat Abhiyan 2.0 and Amrut 2.0? 
2. Which ministries will be involved in its implementation? 
3. What will be the contribution of the State government and their responsibilities? 
4. What parameters will be used to monitor the scheme? 

 
Mains Link: What are the major causes of Man ς wildlife conflicts? What are the ways to prevent human-
animal conflicts? Explain. (250 words) 
 

2. AMRUT 2.0:  
Context:  
The Union Cabinet has approved the Atal Mission for 
Rejuvenation and Urban Transformation 2.0 (AMRUT 2.0) till 
2025-26.  

 This is a step towards Aatma Nirbhar Bharat intending 
ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘƛŜǎ ΨǿŀǘŜǊ ǎŜŎǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŜƭŦ-ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜΩ 
through circular economy of water.  

 
Background:  
Atal Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban Transformation 
(AMRUT) was launched to facilitate ease of living to citizens in 500 cities by providing tap connections and 
sewer connections.  

 So far, 1.1 crore household tap connections and 85 lakh sewer/septage connections have been 
provided.  

 
AMRUT 2.0:  

1. 100% coverage of water supply to all households in 
around 4,700 urban local bodies by providing about 68 
crore tap connections.  

2. 100% coverage of sewerage and septage in 500 AMRUT 
cities by providing around 64 crore sewers/ septage 
connections.  

3. Adopt the principles of Circular Economy (Generating 
wealth from waste using 3Rs) 

4. Promote conservation and rejuvenation of surface and 
groundwater bodies.  

5. Data led governance in water management 
6. Technology Sub-Mission to leverage latest global 

technologies and skills.  
7. ΨtŜȅ Wŀƭ {ǳǊǾŜƪǎƘŀƴΩΥ To promote competition among 

cities.  
 
Insta Curious: Do you know how women contribute to the success of Swachh Bharat Abhiyan? Read Here.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. What are the targets and timelines for Swachh Bharat Abhiyan 2.0 and Amrut 2.0?  
2. Which ministries will be involved in its implementation?  
3. What will be the contribution of the State government and their responsibilities?  
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4. What parameters will be used to monitor the scheme?  
 
Mains Link: What are the major causes of Man ς wildlife conflicts? What are the ways to prevent human-
animal conflicts? Explain. 
 

Topics: Important Geophysical phenomena such as earthquakes, Tsunami, Volcanic activity, 
cyclone etc., geographical features and their location - changes in critical geographical 
features (including water -bodies and ice-caps) and in flora  and fauna and the effects of such 
changes. 

1. What is La Niña?  
Context:  
The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) recently declared that La Niña has re-
developed.  

 Consecutive La Ninas following a transition through ENSO neutral conditions are not uncommon and 
can be referred to as ŀ ά5ƻǳōƭŜ-5ƛǇΦέ  

 
Background:  
El Nino and La Nina are part of the El Nino Southern Oscillation (ENSO) cycle.  

 In 2020, La Nina developed during the month of August and then dissipated in April 2021 as ENSO-
neutral conditions returned.  

 For the upcoming winter season, which extends from December 2021 through February 2022, there is 
an 87% chance of La Nina.  

 
What are the Niño and La Niña?  
They are two natural climate phenomena occurring across the tropical Pacific Ocean and influence the weather 
conditions all over the world.  

 While the El Niño period is characterised by warming or increased sea surface temperatures in the 
central and eastern tropical Pacific Ocean, a La Niña event causes the water in the eastern Pacific 
Ocean to be colder than usual.  

 Together, they are called ENSO or El Niño-Southern Oscillation.  
 
What causes El Nino?  

1. El Nino sets in when there is an 
anomaly in the pattern.  

2. The westward-blowing trade 
winds weaken along the Equator 
and due to changes in air 
pressure, the surface water 
moves eastwards to the coast of 
northern South America.  

3. The central and eastern Pacific 
regions warm up for over six 
months and result in an El Nino condition.  

 
Weather changes because of La Nina: 

1. The Horn of Africa and central Asia will see 
below average rainfall due to La Niña. 

2. East Africa is forecast to see drier-than-usual 
conditions, which together with the existing 
impacts of the desert locust invasion, may add to 
regional food insecurity. 

3. It could also lead to increased rainfall in southern 
Africa. 

4. It could also affect the South West Indian Ocean Tropical Cyclone season, reducing the intensity. 
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5. Southeast Asia, some Pacific Islands and the northern region of South America are expected to receive 
above-average rainfall. 

6. In India, La Niña means the country will receive more rainfall than normal, leading to floods.  
 
Insta Curious: Do you know about Param Shivay, a Supercomputer built under the National Super Computing 
Mission? Reference:  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. What is El Nino?  
2. What is La Nina?  
3. What is ENSO?  
4. When do these events occur?  

5. Impact of ENSO on Asia, Africa and 
Australia.  

 
Mains Link: Discuss the impact of La Nina weather 
phenomenon on India.  
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GENERAL STUDIES ς 2 
 

Topics: Indian Constitution - historical underpinnings, evolution, features, amendments,  
significant provisions and basic structure; Comparison of the Indian co nstitutional scheme 
with that of other countries.  

1. ΨwƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ōŜ CƻǊƎƻǘǘŜƴΩ:  
Context:  
The Delhi High Court has sought replies from the Centre, Google and India Kanoon on a plea seeking removal 
of a judgment and an order in connection with a seven-year-old FIR under ΨwƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ōŜ CƻǊƎƻǘǘŜƴΩ, and asked 
how far this rule can be stretched.  
 
Background:  
The court was hearing a petition by one Sukhmeet Singh Anand seeking removal of a judgment and an order 
passed in 2015 and 2018 in connection with an FIR registered against him in 2014 by the Economic Offences 
Wing.  

 The plea referred to an interim order passed by the High Court in April this year, directing removal of 
the judgment from the search results regarding the petitioner in that case.  

 
²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ΨwƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ōŜ CƻǊƎƻǘǘŜƴΩ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ LƴŘƛŀƴ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘΚ  

 ¢ƘŜ wƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ōŜ CƻǊƎƻǘǘŜƴ Ŧŀƭƭǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǳǊǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ŀƴ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ǇǊƛǾŀŎȅΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ƎƻǾŜǊned 
by the Personal Data Protection Bill that is yet to be passed by Parliament.  

 In 2017, the Right to Privacy was declared a fundamental right (under Article 21) by the Supreme 
Court in its landmark verdict (Puttuswamy case).  

 ¢ƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǘ ǎŀƛŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ άǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ Ǉrivacy is protected as an intrinsic part of the right to life 
and personal liberty under Article 21 and as a part of the freedoms guaranteed by Part III of the 
/ƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴέΦ  

 
What does the Personal Data Protection Bill say about this?  
Right to privacy is also governed by the Personal Data Protection Bill that is yet to be passed by Parliament.  
The bill exclusively talks about ǘƘŜ άwƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ōŜ CƻǊƎƻǘǘŜƴΦέ  

 Broadly, under the Right to be forgotten, users can de-link, limit, delete or correct the disclosure of 
their personal information held by data fiduciaries.  

 
But, what are the issues associated with this provision in the Bill?  
The main issue with the provision is that the sensitivity of the personal data and information cannot be 
determined independently by the person concerned, but will be overseen by the Data Protection Authority 
(DPA).  

 This means that while the draft bill gives some provisions under which a user can seek that his data be 
removed, his or her rights are subject to authorisation by the Adjudicating Officer who works for the 
DPA.  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About the Right to be forgotten.  
2. What is right to privacy?  

3. Highlights of Personal Data Protection Bill.  
 
Mains Link:  
Discuss the significance of the right to be forgotten.  

 
Link: https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Delhi/plea-in-hc-seeks-removal-of-
verdict-from-net/article36745477.ece/amp/.  
 

2. Renunciation of Indian citizenship now simpler 
Context: New guidelines introduced by Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) to simplify the process of renunciation 
of citizenship for Indians who wish to do so. 
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More on this news 

¶ Some of the simplified provisions in the new guidelines include- Uploading of documents online and 
completion of the process of renunciation within 60 days 

¶ The new form also has a provision mandating the Indian citizen to indicate the reason for renouncing 
the citizenship  

¶ The uploaded documents have to be submitted to the District Magistrate in case of citizen living in 
India or an Indian Mission abroad. The applicant will be interviewed before issuing the final certificate 

¶ Also, the guidelines specify that as per the Citizenship act, 1955- άŜǾŜǊȅ ƳƛƴƻǊ ŎƘƛƭŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ 
ǎƘŀƭƭ ǘƘŜǊŜǳǇƻƴ ŎŜŀǎŜǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴ ƻŦ LƴŘƛŀέΦ 

¶ Concern with the guidelines: The guidelines are not clear if minors would also lose citizenship if only 
one of the parents gives up her/his Indian citizenship. 

¶ How can citizenship 
be acquired in India? 
 
Figure: Provisions 
related to acquiring 
citizenship 
 

¶ The citizenship act, 
1955 prescribes 
three ways of losing 
citizenship: 

1. By renunciation:  

¶ Any citizen of 
India of full 
age and 
capacity can 
make a 
declaration 
renouncing 
Indian 
citizenship 

¶ Such 
declaration 
may not be 
accepted 
during war. 

¶ Even the 
minor 
children of 
the person who renounces citizenship stands to lose their Indian citizenship. However, when 
their children attain the age of eighteen, he may resume Indian citizenship 

2. By termination: 

¶ If a citizen of India voluntarily acquires the citizenship of another country, then he loses the 
citizenship of India 

¶ However, this provision does not apply during times of war 
3. By deprivation: Compulsory termination of Indian citizenship by the Central government, in the 

following conditions: 

¶ Obtained the citizenship by fraud 

¶ Citizen has shown disloyalty to the Constitution of India 

¶ Citizen has unlawfully traded or communicated during the times of war 

¶ Within 5 years of naturalization, the said citizen is imprisoned for a term of two years 

¶ Citizen has been ordinarily resident out of India for a period of 7 years 
 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/12/10/rstv-the-big-picture-citizenship-amendment-bill/


 

www.insightsonindia.com       20  InsightsIAS 

InstaLinks: 
Prelims link 

1. Provisions related to citizenship in the 
constitution 

2. Acts and policies associated with 
citizenship  

3. Features related to citizenship Amendment 
Act, 2019 

4. Ways of acquiring citizenship and losing 
mentioned in the various acts 

5. Persons of Indian Origin (PIO)- features 
associated with 

 
Mains link: What are the major concerns expressed 
against CAA, 2019? 
 
Source: The Hindu  

3. Consent of AG on Contempt Proceedings:  
Context:  
The Attorney General for India KK Venugopal recently declined to grant consent to initiate criminal contempt 
proceedings against the National President of Azad Samaj Party, Chandra 
Shekhar Azad for his comments levelling allegations against the judges of 
the Supreme Court. 
 
Background:  
The AG was considering a request to grant consent under Section 15(1)(b) 
of the Contempt of Courts Act, 1971 to initiate contempt proceedings 
against Azad.  
 
What is the law on contempt of courts? 
The Contempt of Courts Act 1971 defines civil and criminal contempt, and lays down the powers and 
procedures by which courts can penalise contempt, as well as the penalties that can be given for the offence of 
contempt. 

 Contempt of court is the offense of being disobedient to or disrespectful toward a court of law and 
its officers in the form of behavior that opposes or defies the authority, justice and dignity of the court. 

 
Why is the consent of the Attorney General required to initiate contempt proceedings? 
The objective behind requiring the consent of the Attorney General before taking cognizance of a complaint is 
to save the time of the court. 

 This is necessary because judicial time is squandered if 
frivolous petitions are made and the court is the first 
forum for bringing them in.  

 ¢ƘŜ !DΩǎ ŎƻƴǎŜƴǘ ƛǎ ƳŜŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜ a safeguard against 
frivolous petitions, as it is deemed that the AG, as an 
officer of the court, will independently ascertain 
whether the complaint is indeed valid.  

 
¦ƴŘŜǊ ǿƘŀǘ ŎƛǊŎǳƳǎǘŀƴŎŜǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ !DΩǎ ŎƻƴǎŜƴǘ ƴƻǘ ƴŜŜŘŜŘΚ 
¢ƘŜ !DΩǎ ŎƻƴǎŜƴǘ ƛǎ mandatory when a private 
citizen wants to initiate a case of contempt of 
court against a person.  
However, when the court itself initiates a 
contempǘ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǘ ŎŀǎŜ ǘƘŜ !DΩǎ ŎƻƴǎŜƴǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ 
required. 

 This is because the court is exercising its 
inherent powers under the Constitution 
to punish for contempt and such 
Constitutional powers cannot be 
restricted because the AG declined to 
grant consent. 

What happens if the AG denies consent?  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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If the AG denies consent, the matter all but ends.  
The complainant can, however, separately bring the issue to the notice of the court and urge the court to 
take suo motu cognizance. 

 Article 129 of the Constitution gives the Supreme Court the power to initiate contempt cases on its 
own, independent of the motion brought before it by the AG or with the consent of the AG. 

 
Insta Curious: Civil contempt refers to the wilful disobedience of an order of any court. How is it different from 
Criminal Contempt? Reference: read this.  
 
Insta Link: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Powers of SC vs HCs wrt Contempt cases. 
2. Constitutional provisions in this regard. 
3. Changes brought about by Contempt of 

Courts (Amendment) Act, 2006. 
4. Civil vs Criminal contempt. 

5. Rights under Article 19. 
6. Section 10 of The Contempt of Courts Act 

of 1971 is related to? 
 
Mains Link: Discuss how contempt cases are 
handled by Supreme Court in India.  

 
Topics: Separation of powers between various organs dispute redressal mechani sms and 
institutions.  

1. How Election Commission decides on party symbols?  
Context:  
¢ƘŜ 9ƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ LƴŘƛŀ ό9/Lύ Ƙŀǎ ŦǊƻȊŜƴ ǘƘŜ Ψ.ǳƴƎŀƭƻǿΩ ŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǎȅƳōƻƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻƪ WŀƴǎƘŀƪǘƛ tŀǊǘȅ 
(LJP), so that neither of the two factions of the party will be able to use it in the coming Assembly byelections 
for the Kusheshwar Asthan and Tarapur seats in Bihar.  
 
Background:  
This is not something new. Over the last few years, two other prominent cases of parties splitting, followed by 
a tussle over the election symbol, have been seen with regard to the Samajwadi Party (Cycle) and the AIADMK 
(Two leaves) in 2017.  
 
Firstly, how are symbols allotted to political parties?  
As per the guidelines, to get a symbol allotted: 

1. A party/candidate has to provide a list of three symbols from the ECΩǎ ŦǊŜŜ ǎȅƳōƻƭǎ ƭƛǎǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ 
filing nomination papers.  

2. Among them, one symbol is allotted to the party/candidate on a first-come-first-serve basis.  
3. When a recognised political party splits, the Election Commission takes the decision on assigning the 

symbol.  
 
Powers of Election Commission: 
The Election Symbols (Reservation and Allotment) Order, 1968 empowers the EC to recognise political parties 
and allot symbols.  

 Under Paragraph 15 of the Order, it can decide disputes among rival groups or sections of a recognised 
political party staking claim to its name and symbol.  

 The EC is also the only authority to decide issues on a dispute or a merger. The Supreme Court upheld 
its validity in Sadiq Ali and another vs. ECI in 1971.  

 
How many types of symbols are there? 
As per the Election Symbols (Reservation and Allotment) (Amendment) Order, 2017, party symbols are either:  

1. Reserved: Eight national parties and 64 state parties across the country ƘŀǾŜ άǊŜǎŜǊǾŜŘέ ǎȅƳōƻƭǎΦ  
2. Free: The Election Commission also has a pool of neŀǊƭȅ нлл άŦǊŜŜέ ǎȅƳōƻƭǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ŀƭƭƻǘǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

thousands of unrecognised regional parties that pop up before elections.  
 
²Ƙŀǘ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ 9ƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΩǎ ǇƻǿŜǊǎ ƛƴ ŀ ŘƛǎǇǳǘŜ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǎȅƳōƻƭ ǿƘŜƴ ŀ ǇŀǊǘȅ ǎǇƭƛǘǎΚ  
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On the question of a split in a political party outside the legislature, Para 15 of the Symbols Order, 1968, 
ǎǘŀǘŜǎΥ ά²ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǎŀǘƛǎŦƛŜŘ ǘƘŀt there are rival sections or groups of a recognised political party 
each of whom claims to be that party the Commission may decide that one such rival section or group or none 
of such rival sections or groups is that recognised political party and the decision of the Commission shall be 
ōƛƴŘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŀƭƭ ǎǳŎƘ ǊƛǾŀƭ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƻǊ ƎǊƻǳǇǎΦέ  

 This applies to disputes in recognised national and state parties (like the LJP, in this case). For splits in 
registered but unrecognised parties, the EC usually advises the warring factions to resolve their 
differences internally or to approach the court.  

Please note that before 1968, the EC issued notifications and executive orders under the Conduct of Election 
Rules, 1961.  
 
Insta Curious: Do you know the differences between a recognised National Political Party and a State Political 
Party? Reference: read this.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Recognition of political parties. 
2. What are state parties and national 

parties? 
3. Benefits for recognized parties. 
4. Who assigns party symbols? What are the 

types? 

5. Who decides on issues related to merger of 
political parties? 

6. Article 226 is related to? 
 
Mains Link: Discuss how are symbols allotted to 
political parties? 

 

2. Anticipatory bail:  
Context:  
The Supreme Court has held that a superior court can set aside an anticipatory bail order if there was enough 
material to suggest that factors like gravity of the offence and the role of the accused in the crime were not 
considered by the lower court.  
 
The concept of anticipatory bail:  

 The provision of anticipatory bail under Section 438 was 
introduced when CrPC was amended in 1973.  

 As opposed to ordinary bail, which is granted to a person 
who is under arrest, in anticipatory bail, a person is 
directed to be released on bail even before arrest made.  

 Time limit: The Supreme Court (SC) in Sushila Aggarwal v. 
State of NCT of Delhi (2020) case delivered a significant 
verdict, ruling that no time limit can be set while granting anticipatory Bail and it can continue even 
until the end of the trial.  

 It is issued only by the Sessions Court and High Court.  
 
Significance:  

 The reason for enactment of Section 438 in the Code was 
parliamentary acceptance of the crucial underpinning of 
personal liberty in a free and democratic country.  

 Parliament wished to foster respect for personal liberty and 
accord primacy to a fundamental tenet of criminal 
jurisprudence, that everyone is presumed to be innocent till 
he or she is found guilty.  

 
Recent observations made by the Supreme Court on its usage?  

1. HCs and SC are given powers to grant anticipatory bail to the accused because of the premium that the 
Constitution places on the right to liberty guaranteed under Article 21.  
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2. The grant or rejection of an application under CrPC has a direct bearing on the right to life and liberty 
of an individual. Therefore, the provision needs to be read liberally, and considering its beneficial 
nature. The courts must not read in restrictions that the legislature have not explicitly provided for.  

3. In doing so, the court may also exercise its powers under Article 142 of the Constitution to pass such 
an order.  

 
Need for such protection:  
An accused, besides being an accused, may also be the primary caregiver or 
sole breadwinner of the family. His arrest may leave his loved ones in a state 
of starvation and neglect.  

 In the 1980 Gurbaksh Singh Sibbia vs State of Punjab case, a five-judge 
Supreme Court bench led by then Chief Justice Y V Chandrachud ruled 
that S. 438 (1) is to be interpreted in the light of Article 21 of the 
Constitution (protection of life and personal liberty).  

 
Insta Curious: Do you know about the substantive Rights that Flow From Article 
21? Read here:  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Various rights under Article 21.  
2. What is a bail?  
3. What is an anticipatory bail?  
4. Differences between bailable and non-

bailable offences.  

5. Conditions for Granting Anticipatory Bail.  
6. Time limit on anticipatory bail.  

 
Mains Link: Discuss the need for and significance of 
anticipatory bail.  

 

3. Mullaperiyar dam issue:  
Context:  
The Supreme Court has directed the Supervisory Committee to take an immediate and firm decision on the 
maximum water level that can be maintained at Mullaperiyar dam, amid torrential rain in Kerala.  
 
Background:  
The SC constituted a permanent Supervisory Committee 
in 2014 to oversee all the issues concerning Mullaperiyar 
dam. The dam is a source of friction between Tamil Nadu 
and Kerala.  
 
What's the issue?  

 Kerala said the water level should not go above 
139 feet, the same as what the court had ordered 
on August 24, 2018, when the State was hit by 
floods. It is because the lives of 50 lakh people 
would be in danger if the water level in the dam is 
raised.  

 However, Tamil Nadu objected to this decision 
citing the Supreme Court judgments of 2006 and 2014, which fixed the maximum water level at 142 
feet.  

 
What next?  
The court asked officials of Kerala and Tamil Nadu to interact responsibly and avert any danger to lives. The 
Court also made it clear that this was not an issue to play politics about.  

 Now, the supervisory committee will have to decide about the maximum water level and inform the 
court about it.  
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Mullaperiyar Dam- what you need to know?  
Although the dam is located in Kerala, it is operated by Tamil Nadu following an 1886 lease indenture for 999 
years (the Periyar Lake Lease Agreement) that was signed between the Maharaja of Travancore and the 
Secretary of State for India for the Periyar Irrigation works. 

 Constructed between 1887 and 1895, the dam redirected the river to flow towards the Bay of Bengal, 
instead of the Arabian Sea and provide water to the arid rain region of Madurai in Madras Presidency. 

 The dam is located on the confluence ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aǳƭƭŀȅŀǊ ŀƴŘ tŜǊƛȅŀǊ ǊƛǾŜǊǎ ƛƴYŜǊŀƭŀΩǎ LŘǳƪƪƛ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΦ  
 
What does Tamil Nadu say?  
Tamil Nadu claims that although it has undertaken measures to strengthen the dam, the Kerala government 
has blocked any attempt to raise the reservoir water level ς resulting in losses for Madurai farmers. 
 
YŜǊŀƭŀΩǎ ŀǊƎǳƳŜƴǘǎΥ  
Kerala, however, highlights fears of devastation 
by residents living downstream in the 
earthquake-prone district of Idukki.  
Scientists have argued that if there is an 
earthquake in the region measuring above six 
on the Richter scale, the lives of over three 
million people will come under grave danger.  
 
Insta Curious:  
What is the rule curve?  
¢ƘŜ ΨǊǳƭŜ ŎǳǊǾŜΩ ƛƴ ŀ ŘŀƳ ŘŜŎƛŘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƭǳŎǘǳŀǘƛƴƎ ǎǘƻǊŀƎŜ ƭŜǾŜƭǎ ƛƴ ŀ ǊŜǎŜǊǾƻƛǊΦ The gate opening schedule of a 
ŘŀƳ ƛǎ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ΨǊǳƭŜ ŎǳǊǾŜΩΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άŎƻǊŜ ǎŀŦŜǘȅέ ƳŜŎƘŀƴƛǎƳ ƛƴ ŀ ŘŀƳΦ  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Locations of Mullayar and Periyar rivers. 
2. Location of Mullaperiyar dam? 
3. Who manages the dam? 

4. About the 1886 Periyar Lake Lease 
Agreement. 

5. About the Interstate River Water Disputes 
Act, 1956 (IRWD Act).  

 
Mains Link: Examine why the Mullaperiyar dam issue has become bone of contention between Tamil Nadu and 
Kerala. Examine if the union government can help resolve this issue.  
 
Link: https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=G4H94B3FL.1&imageview=0.  
 

4. National Security vs Judicial Review:  
Context:  
Supreme Court has made few observations regarding the applicability of judicial review in matters related to 
'National Security' of the Country.  
 
What's the issue?  
The Court was responding to submissions made by Solicitor-General for the Centre, in the Pegasus snooping 
case.  
¢ƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ƘŀŘ ǊŜŦǳǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǘΩǎ ǊŜǇŜŀǘŜŘ ŀŘǾƛŎŜ ǘƻ ŦƛƭŜ ŀ detailed affidavit responding to the snooping 
allegations, blankly stating that άǘƘŜ ŘƛǎŎƭƻǎǳǊŜ ƻŦ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ Ŧacts might affect the national security and defence 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴέΦ  
 
Observations made by the Court:  

 The state cannot keep a secret from the court ƳŜǊŜƭȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōƻƎŜȅ ƻŦ άƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅέ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇŜŎǘ 
ǘƘŜ ƧǳŘƛŎƛŀǊȅ ǘƻ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ŀ άƳǳǘŜ ǎǇŜŎǘŀǘƻǊέΦ  

 The claim has to be backed by evidence to prove that the disclosure of the information sought by the 
court would affect national security concerns.  
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 National security cannot be the bugbear that the judiciary shies away from, by virtue of its mere 
mentioning.  

 
Implications:  
The court accepted that judicial review in national security matters was limited. IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǘΩǎ ŘŜƭƛŎŀŎȅ 
did not licence the GoveǊƴƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ Ŏŀƭƭ ŦƻǊ ŀƴ άƻƳƴƛōǳǎ ǇǊƻƘƛōƛǘƛƻƴέ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ƧǳŘƛŎƛŀƭ ǊŜǾƛŜǿΦ  
The mere invocation of national security by the state does not render the court a mute spectator.  
 
What is Judicial Review? 
Judicial review is the power of Judiciary to review any act or order of Legislative and Executive wings and to 
pronounce upon the constitutional validity when challenged by the affected person. 
 
Judicial review present in India: 

1. The power of Judicial Review comes from the 
Constitution of India itself (Articles 13, 32, 136, 
142 and 147 of the Constitution). 

2. The power of judicial review is evoked to protect 
and enforce the fundamental rights guaranteed 
in Part III of the Constitution. 

3. Article 13 of the Constitution prohibits the 
Parliament and the state legislatures from 
ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ƭŀǿǎ ǘƘŀǘ άƳŀȅ ǘŀƪŜ ŀǿŀȅ ƻǊ ŀōǊƛŘƎŜ ǘƘŜ ŦǳƴŘŀƳŜƴǘŀƭ ǊƛƎƘǘǎέ ƎǳŀǊŀƴǘŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
country. 

4. The provisions of Article 13 ensure the protection of the fundamental rights and consider any law 
άƛƴŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǊ ƛƴ ŘŜǊƻƎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦǳƴŘŀƳŜƴǘŀƭ ǊƛƎƘǘǎέ ŀǎ ǾƻƛŘΦ 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What is JR? 
2. Evolution. 

3. Articles 13, 21 and 32. 
 
Mains Link: What is Judicial Review in the Indian 
Context? Discuss. 

 
Link: https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GLV94JI5S.1&imageview=0.  
 

5. Plea seeks internal polls in parties:  
Context:  
The Delhi High Court has asked the Election Commission to respond to a petition seeking to formulate and 
notify a model procedure for internal elections of all political parties.  

 The High Court order came on a petition urging the Election Commission to make internal polls 
mandatory for all parties who wish to register themselves under Section 29-A of the Representation 
of the People Act.  

 
Need for internal polls in parties:  
The EC had in 1996 issued a letter to all recognised national and state political parties as well as registered 
unrecognised parties stating that various provisions relating to the organisational elections were not being 
followed by them and called upon them to follow their respective constitutions relating to said elections 
scrupulously.  
Despite this there was a lack of regulatory oversight by the EC of the internal elections in political parties.  
 
Present challenges and Concerns:  

 Internal elections of most parties "are often an eyewash for established political families within the 
said parties to continue to retain power as the top leadership of said party".  

 Lack of transparency and internal democracy in political parties are often reflected in similar non-
democratic governance models when said political parties come to power.  
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Background:  
A total of 2,598 political parties are registered in the country with their own distinct symbol provided by the 
commission.  
 
Implications of the move:  
The timing of the petition is significant, given the internal turmoil in Congress over affairs in Rajasthan and 
Punjab, and internal elections deferred due to the Covid-19 pandemic.  
 
Insta Curious: Know more about the registration of political parties. Reference: read this.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Registration of Political Parties.  
2. Recognised vs Unrecognised political 

parties.  
3. State vs National parties.  
4. Benefits for recognised political parties.  

5. Who is a star campaigner?  
6. Article 324 of the Indian Constitution.  
7. Section 29A of RPA 1951.  

 
Mains Link: Discuss the need for intra party 
elections.  

 
Link: https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GSA94NKUQ.1&imageview=0.  
 

Topics: Salient features of the Representation  of tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ Act. 

1. Criminalisation of politics:  
Context:  
Ahead of UP Elections, political parties are now having a rethink on aligning with those who have a criminal 
background but also enjoy influence in their areas.  
 
Background:  
The Supreme Court had warned the Parliament about the advent of criminals in politics and also imposed fines 
on major political parties for covering up from voters the criminal past of the candidates they fielded in the 
Bihar Assembly poll last year.  
 
What had the Court said in its February 2020 judgement?  
The Supreme Court had directed political parties to publish the criminal history, if any, of their election 
candidates ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƻƳŜǇŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǇǘƛƻƴ Ψ/ŀƴŘƛŘŀǘŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŎǊƛƳƛƴŀƭ ŀƴǘŜŎŜŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ 
48 hours of their selection.  
 
Why is this a cause for concern?  

1. There are a total 4,442 cases pending against legislators across the country. Of this, the number of 
cases against sitting Members of Parliament and members of State legislatures was 2,556. 

2. The cases were pending in various special courts exclusively set up to try criminal cases registered 
against politicians. 

3. The cases against the legislators include that of corruption, money laundering, damage to public 
property, defamation and cheating. 

4. A large number of cases were for violation of Section 188 IPC for wilful disobedience and obstruction of 
orders promulgated by public servants. 

5. There are 413 cases in respect of offences, which are punishable with imprisonment for life, out of 
which in 174 cases sitting MPs/ MLAs are accused. 

6. A large number of cases were pending at the appearance stage and even non-bailable warrants (NBWs) 
issued by courts have not been executed. 

7. Highest number of cases are pending in Uttar Pradesh. 
 
What does the RPA say on this?  
Currently, under the Representation of Peoples (RP) Act, lawmakers cannot contest elections only after their 
conviction in a criminal case.  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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Section 8 of the Representation of the People (RP) Act, 1951 disqualifies a person convicted with a sentence 
of two years or more from contesting elections. But those under trial continued to be eligible to contest 
elections.  
 
Main reasons for Criminalization:  

1. Corruption 
2. Vote bank. 
3. Lack of governance. 

 
What is the way out?  

1. Political parties should themselves refuse tickets to the tainted. 
2. The RP Act should be amended to debar persons against whom cases of a heinous nature are pending 

from contesting elections. 
3. Fast-track courtsshould decide the cases of tainted legislators quickly. 
4. Bring greater transparency in campaign financing. 
5. The Election Commission of India (ECI) should have the power to audit the financial accounts of 

political parties. 
 
InstaCurious:  
(Relations to Elections) 
Think! If you are a registered voter in Delhi, can you contest an election to Lok Sabha from Assam, Lakshadweep 
and Sikkim constituencies? check 

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Section 8 of the RP Act. 
2. SC guidelines in this regard. 

3. ECI- composition and functions. 
4. CEC- appointment. 
5. Powers of Election Commission on matters 

related to election of candidates. 
 
Mains Link: Discuss the concerns associated criminalisation of politics and what the Supreme Court done to 
address these concerns? 
 

Topics: Appointment to various Constitutional posts, powers , functions and responsibilities 
of various Constitutional Bodies.  

1. Electing a Speaker, Deputy Speaker:  
Context:  
Hardoi MLA Nitin Agrawal has been elected Deputy Speaker of the Uttar Pradesh Assembly, which has barely 
five months left in its tenure.  
 
How are they elected?  
Article 93 for Lok Sabha and Article 178 ŦƻǊ ǎǘŀǘŜ !ǎǎŜƳōƭƛŜǎ ǎǘŀǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ IƻǳǎŜǎ άǎƘŀƭƭΣ ŀǎ ǎƻƻƴ ŀǎ Ƴŀȅ 
ōŜέΣ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ ǘǿƻ ƻŦ ƛts members to be Speaker and Deputy Speaker.  

 In Lok Sabha and state legislatures, the President/Governor sets a date for the election of the Speaker, 
and it is the Speaker who decides the date for the election of the Deputy Speaker.  

 The legislators of the respective Houses vote to elect one among themselves to these offices.  
 
Is it mandatory under the Constitution to have a Deputy Speaker?  
Constitutional experts poinǘ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ōƻǘƘ !ǊǘƛŎƭŜǎ фо ŀƴŘ мту ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ άǎƘŀƭƭέ ŀƴŘ άŀǎ ǎƻƻƴ ŀǎ Ƴŀȅ ōŜέ τ 
indicating that not only is the election of Speaker and Deputy Speaker mandatory, it must be held at the 
earliest.  
 
Their roles and functions:  

1. ¢ƘŜ {ǇŜŀƪŜǊ ƛǎ άǘƘŜ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇal spokesman of the House, he represents its collective voice and is its sole 
representaǘƛǾŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘέΦ  

2. The Speaker presides over the House proceedings and joint sittings of the two Houses of Parliament.  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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3. Lǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ {ǇŜŀƪŜǊΩǎ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ŘŜǘŜrmines whether a Bill is a Money Bill and therefore outside of the 
purview of the other House.  

4. Usually, the Speaker comes from the ruling party. In the case of the Deputy Speaker of Lok Sabha, the 
position has varied over the years.  

5. The constitution has tried to ensure the independence of Speaker by charging his salary on the 
consolidated Fund of India and the same is not subject to vote of Parliament.  

6. While debating or during general discussion on a bill, the members of the parliament have to address 
only to the Speaker.  

 
Tenure:  

 Once elected, the Deputy Speaker usually continues in office until the dissolution of the House.  
 Under Article 94 (Article мтф ŦƻǊ ǎǘŀǘŜ ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǘǳǊŜǎύΣ ǘƘŜ {ǇŜŀƪŜǊ ƻǊ 5ŜǇǳǘȅ {ǇŜŀƪŜǊ άǎƘŀƭƭ ǾŀŎŀǘŜ Ƙƛǎ 
ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ƛŦ ƘŜ ŎŜŀǎŜǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ IƻǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tŜƻǇƭŜέΦ  

 ¢ƘŜȅ Ƴŀȅ ŀƭǎƻ ǊŜǎƛƎƴ όǘƻ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊύΣ ƻǊ άƳŀȅ ōŜ removed from office by a resolution of the House of 
the People pŀǎǎŜŘ ōȅ ŀ ƳŀƧƻǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǘƘŜƴ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ IƻǳǎŜέΦ  

 
Powers of deputy speaker:  
The Deputy Speaker has the same powers as the Speaker when presiding over a sitting of the House. All 
references to the Speaker in the Rules are deemed to be references to the Deputy Speaker when he presides.  
 
States which have specified time-frame for holding the election:  
The Constitution neither sets a time limit nor specifies the process for these elections. It leaves it to the 
legislatures to decide how to hold these elections.  
For example, Haryana and Uttar Pradesh specify a time-frame.  
In Haryana:  

1. The election of the Speaker has to take place as soon as possible after the election. And then the 
Deputy Speaker is to be elected within seven more days.  

2. The rules also specify that if a vacancy in these offices happens subsequently, then the election for 
ǘƘŜǎŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƻŎŎǳǊ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǎŜǾŜƴ Řŀȅǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǘǳǊŜΩǎ ƴŜȄǘ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴΦ  

 
In Uttar Pradesh:  

1. There is a 15-Řŀȅ ƭƛƳƛǘ ŦƻǊ ŀƴ ŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ {ǇŜŀƪŜǊΩǎ Ǉƻǎǘ ƛŦ ƛǘ Ŧŀlls vacant during the term of the 
Assembly.  

2. In the case of the Deputy Speaker, the date for the first election is to be decided by the Speaker, and 30 
days is given for filling subsequent vacancies.  

 
Know more about Speaker's roles and functions here,  
 
Insta Curious: Does being Deputy Speaker protect an MP or MLA from the law of disqualification? Reference: 
read this.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Election of Speaker.  
2. Functions.  
3. Powers.  
4. Removal.  

5. Grounds for removal.  
6. Committees he is associated with.  

 
Mains Link: Discuss the roles and functions of the 
Speaker.  

 
Link: https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/uttar-pradesh-assembly-deputy-speaker-election-nitin-
agrawal-7582446/lite/.  
 

2. How are Rajya Sabha members punished for misconduct in the House?  
Context:  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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More than two months after eight Ministers, at a joint press conference, accused the Opposition of assaulting 
security officials on the last day of the monsoon session of Parliament, there has been no disciplinary action 
against anyone.  
 
What's the issue?  
On August 11, during the passage of the contentious Insurance Bill, which 22 Opposition parties had demanded 
be sent to a select committee for further scrutiny, there was a physical tussle between the Opposition 
members and the security staff.  

 The very ƴŜȄǘ ŘŀȅΣ ǘƘŜ ŜƛƎƘǘ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊǎ ŀŎŎǳǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ hǇǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ άōǊƛƴƎƛƴƎ ŀƴŀǊŎƘȅ from the streets to 
tŀǊƭƛŀƳŜƴǘέΦ  

 The Rajya Sabha Secretariat has already completed its internal examination and studied the precedents 
of action taken in similar cases.  

 
Basis for punishment:  
Chairman has the power to conduct smooth proceedings of the house.  
If any rules are violated, the Chairman has the power to initiate disciplinary action.  

 But the Rules of the House do not empower Parliament to inflict any punishment on its members 
other than suspension for creating disorder in the House.  

 
Rule 25с ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wŀƧȅŀ {ŀōƘŀΩǎ wǳƭŜǎ ƻŦ tǊƻŎŜŘǳǊŜΥ  
Specifies the acts of misconduct:  

 Under this, an MP can be suspended for disregarding the authority of the Chair or wilfully abusing the 
rules or obstructing the business of the house.  

 However, the power to suspend an MP is vested in the house, not the chairman. The chairman only 
names the member, while the Parliamentary Affairs minister or any other minister moves the motion 
for suspending the member.  

 
Procedure to be followed for suspension of Rajya Sabha MPs:  

 ¢ƘŜ /ƘŀƛǊƳŀƴ Ƴŀȅ άƴŀƳŜ ŀ aŜƳōŜǊ ǿƘƻ ŘƛǎǊŜƎŀǊŘǎ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƘŀƛǊ ƻǊ ŀōǳǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǊǳƭŜǎ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ōȅ ǇŜǊǎƛǎǘŜƴǘƭȅ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭŦǳƭƭȅ ƻōǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƴƎέ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎΦ 

 In such a situation, the House may adopt a motion suspending the Member from the service of the 
House for a period not exceeding the remainder of the session. 

 The House may, however, by another motion, terminate the suspension. 
 
Terms of suspension:  

1. The maximum period of suspension is for the remainder of the session.  
2. Suspended members cannot enter the chamber or attend the meetings of the committees.  
3. He will not be eligible to give notice for discussion or submission.  
4. He loses the right to get a reply to his questions.  

 
Appointment of the special committee:  

 These ad-hoc committees are appointed only to investigate serious misconduct by MPs outside the 
house.  

 These are usually appointed when the misconduct is very severe and the house is deciding to expel the 
member.  

 No special committee is required to go into what happens before the eyes of the presiding officer in 
the House. As per the rules of the House, they need to be dealt with then and there.  

 
Insta Curious: Do you know the differences in powers of Speaker and Chairman of Rajya Sabha with regard to 
suspension of MPs? Reference: read this.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Power to suspend MPs vs powers to revoke 
suspension.  

2. Difference in procedures followed by Lok 
Sabha and Rajya Sabha in this regard.  

3. Appeals with regard to election of MPs.  
4. Rules in this regard.  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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Mains Link: The solution to unruly behaviour of MPs in Parliament has to be long-term and consistent with 
democratic values. Comment.  
 
Link: https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GSA94NL04.1&imageview=0.  
 

3. Comptroller and Auditor General of India (CAG):  
Context:  
Comptroller and Auditor General of India and Auditor General of Maldives have signed a memorandum of 
understanding to strengthen the audit process of public finance.  

 The MoU also aims at exchanging information in the field of public sector audit between the two 
countries.  

 
About CAG:  

 The Constitution of India provides for an independent office of the Comptroller and Auditor General of 
India (CAG) in chapter V under Part V.  

 The CAG is mentioned in the Constitution of India under Article 148 ς 151.  
 He is the head of the Indian Audit and Accounts Department.  
 He is the guardian of the public purse and controls the entire financial system of the country at both 

the levels- the centre and state.  
 His duty is to uphold the Constitution of India and the laws of Parliament in the field of financial 

administration.  
 
Appointment and Term to Constitutionals Posts:  

 The CAG is appointed by the President of India by a warrant under his hand and seal.  
 He holds office for a period of six years or upto the age of 65 years, whichever is earlier. 

 
Duties:  

1. CAG audits the accounts related to all expenditure from the Consolidated Fund of India, Consolidated 
Fund of each state and UT having a legislative assembly. 

2. CAG audits all expenditure from the Contingency Fund of India and the Public Account of India as well 
as the Contingency Fund and Public Account of each state. 

3. CAG audits all trading, manufacturing, profit and loss accounts, balance sheets and other subsidiary 
accounts kept by any department of the Central Government and the state governments. 

4. CAG audits the receipts and expenditure of all bodies and authorities substantially financed from the 
Central or State revenues; government companies; other corporations and bodies, when so required by 
related laws. 

5. He ascertains and certifies the net proceeds of any tax or duty and his certificate is final on the matter. 
He acts as a guide, friend and philosopher of the Public Accounts Committee of the Parliament.  
 
Reports:  

 He submits his audit reports relating to the accounts of the Centre and State to the President and 
Governor, who shall, in turn, place them before both the houses of Parliament and the state legislature 
respectively. 

 He submits 3 audit reports to the President: audit report on appropriation accounts, audit report on 
finance accounts and audit report on public undertakings. 

 
Insta Curious: Do you know about the constitutional provisions which ensure the independence of the office of 
CAG? Reference: read this.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Differences between Consolidated and 
Contingency funds of India.  

2. About Public Accounts Committee.  
3. Reports submitted by CAG to the President. 
4. CAG is appointed by?  
5. Appointment and removal of CAG.  
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Mains Link: CAG is instrumental in securing accountability of the executive to the parliament in the sphere of 
financial administration. Explain. List the constitutional provisions to ensure the independence of the CAG. 
 

Topics: Statutory, regulatory and various quasi -judicial bodies.  

1. National Financial Reporting Authority (NFRA):  
Context:  
Coming out strongly against certain recommendations made by NFRA, chartered accountants' apex body ICAI 
has said the watchdog does not have jurisdiction over micro, small and medium companies.  
 
Background:  
This observation comes less than two weeks after the National Financial Reporting Authority (NFRA) came out 
with a consultation paper on statutory audit and auditing standards for micro, small and medium companies 
(MSMCs).  
 
About NFRA:  
National Financial Reporting Authority (NFRA) was constituted on 1st October, 2018 under section 132 (1) of 
the Companies Act, 2013. 
 
Why was it needed?  
In the wake of accounting scams, a need was felt to establish an independent regulator for enforcement of 
auditing standards and ensuring the quality of audits so as to enhance investor and public confidence in 
financial disclosures of companies. 
 
Composition:  
The Companies Act requires the NFRA to have a chairperson who will be appointed by the Central Government 
and a maximum of 15 members. 
 
Functions and Duties:  

1. Recommend accounting and auditing policies and standards to be adopted by companies for approval 
by the Central Government;  

2. Monitor and enforce compliance with accounting standards and auditing standards;  
3. Oversee the quality of service of the professions associated with ensuring compliance with such 

standards and suggest measures for improvement in the quality of service;  
4. Perform such other functions and duties as may be necessary or incidental to the aforesaid functions 

and duties.  
 
Powers:  

1. It can probe listed companies and those unlisted public companies having paid-up capital of no less 
than Rs 500 crore or annual turnover of no less than Rs 1,000 crore. 

2. It can investigate professional misconduct committed by members of the Institute of Chartered 
Accountants of India (ICAI) for prescribed class of body corporate or persons.  

 
Insta Curious: Have you heard about composition scheme under GST? What are its objectives? What is the 
eligibility? Reference: read this.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Provisions under which NFRA was 
constituted? 

2. About ICAI. 

3. Composition of NFRA. 
4. Companies Act 2013- key provisions.  

 
Mains Link: Discuss the key functions of NFRA and 
write a note on its significance. 

 

2. General consent to CBI:  
Context:  
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A suit was filed by the West Bengal Government against the Union of India under Article 131 of the 
Constitution.  

 The State has challenged ǘƘŜ /.LΩǎ ƧǳǊƛǎŘƛŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊ CLwǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜ 
in myriad cases.  

 West Bengal said it had withdrawn άƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ŎƻƴǎŜƴǘέ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /.L way back in 2018.  
 
West Bengal's concerns:  
¢ƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŜ /.LΩǎ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀ ŘƛǊŜŎǘ ŀǘǘŀŎƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŜŘŜǊŀƭ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ƎƻǾŜǊƴŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŀƛƳŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǊŀǎǎ 
ruling Trinamool Congress leaders in the State.  
 
Centre's response:  

 {ǘŀǘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘǎ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴȅ άŀōǎƻƭǳǘŜέ ǇƻǿŜǊ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ the Central Bureau of Investigation 
(CBI) from investigating crimes inside the State.  

 bƻǘ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛƻƴ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘέΣ Ƙŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǊŀǘǘƭŜ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƻƴƻƳȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜƳƛŜǊ ŀƎŜƴŎȅ ǘƻ 
conduct investigations.  

 Also, withdrawal of general consent would not stand in the way of constitutional courts entrusting the 
/.L ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜǎ άǿƘŜǊŜ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŦƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜ tƻƭƛŎŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜƭȅ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘ ŀ ŦŀƛǊ ŀƴŘ 
ƛƳǇŀǊǘƛŀƭ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘƛƻƴέΦ  

 Besides, the CBI was empowered to probe cases concerning any of the Central subjects enumerated in 
the Union List in the Seventh Schedule of the Constitution.  

 
Why is consent necessary? 
The CBI is governed by the Delhi Special Police Establishment Act that makes consent of a state government 
mandatory for conducting investigation in that state.  
 
There are two kinds of consent:  
Case-specific and generalς Given that the CBI has jurisdiction only over central government departments and 
employees, it can investigate a case involving state government employees or a violent crime in a given state 
only after that state government gives its consent.  

 άDŜƴŜǊŀƭ ŎƻƴǎŜƴǘέ is normally given to help the CBI seamlessly conduct its investigation into cases of 
corruption against central government employees in the concerned state.  

  
What does withdrawal mean? 
It simply means that CBI officers will lose all powers of a police officer as soon as they enter the state unless the 
state government has allowed them. 

 The decision means the CBI will now have to get consent from the state government for every case it 
registers in Maharashtra. 

 
Under what provision can general consent been withdrawn? 
In exercise of power conferred by Section 6 of the Delhi Special Police Establishment Act, 1946, the state 
governments can withdraw the general consent accorded.  
 
Can withdrawal mean that the CBI can no longer probe any case? 
No. The CBI would still have the power to investigate old cases registered when general consent existed. Also, 
cases registered anywhere else in the country, but involving people stationed in states which have withdrawn 
ŎƻƴǎŜƴǘΣ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŀƭƭƻǿ /.LΩǎ ƧǳǊƛǎŘƛŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŜȄǘŜƴŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǎǘŀǘŜǎΦ 
 
Insta Curious: Suits under Article 131 are filed exclusively in the Supreme Court with regard to disputes 
between States, or between the Centre and State. Do you know about the original jurisdiction of the Supreme 
Court? Reference: read this.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About CBI and its establishment.  
2. Provisions of DSPE Act.  

3. What is General Consent?  
4. What happens when general consent is 

withdrawn by states?  
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Mains Link: Can withdrawal mean that the CBI can no longer probe any case? Discuss.  
 
Link: https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehindu.com/news/national/west-bengals-power-to-withhold-
consent-to-cbi-is-not-absolute-centre-to-sc/article37121312.ece/amp/.  
 

Topics: Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and issues 
arising out of their design and implementation.  

1. PM Poshan Shakti Nirman Scheme:  
Context:  
The existing Mid-Day Meal scheme, which provides hot meals to students, has been renamed as the National 
Scheme for PM Poshan Shakti Nirman.  
 
Key propositions in the PM POSHAN Scheme:  
Supplementary nutrition: The new scheme has a provision for supplementary nutrition for children in 
aspirational districts and those with high prevalence of anaemia.  
States to decide diet: It essentially does away with the restriction on the part of the Centre to provide funds 
only for wheat, rice, pulses and vegetables. Currently, if a state decides to add any component like milk or eggs 
to the menu, the Centre does not bear the additional cost. Now that restriction has been lifted.  
Nutri-gardens: ¢ƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ƛƴ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ άŦƛǊǎǘƘŀƴŘ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ 
ƎŀǊŘŜƴƛƴƎέΦ  
Women and FPOs: To promote vocals for local, women self-help groups and farmer producer organisations will 
be encouraged to provide a fillip to locally grown traditional food items.  
Social Audit: ¢ƘŜ ǎŎƘŜƳŜ ŀƭǎƻ Ǉƭŀƴǎ άƛƴǎǇŜŎǘƛƻƴέ ōȅ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘies for ground-level 
execution. 
Tithi-Bhojan: Communities would also be encouraged to provide the children food at festivals etc, while 
cooking festivals to encourage local cuisines are also envisaged.  
DBTs to school: In other procedural changes meant to promote transparency and reduce leakages, States will 
be asked to do direct benefit cash transfers of cooking costs to individual school accounts, and honorarium 
amounts to the bank accounts of cooks and helpers.  
Holistic nutrition: The rebranded scheme aƛƳǎ ǘƻ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ άƘƻƭƛǎǘƛŎ ƴǳǘǊƛǘƛƻƴέ ƎƻŀƭǎΦ ¦ǎŜ ƻŦ locally grown 
traditional foods will be encouraged, along with school nutrition gardens. 
 
About the Mid-Day meal scheme:  
The scheme guarantees one meal to all children in government and aided schools and madarsas supported 
under Samagra Shiksha.  

 Students up to Class VIII are guaranteed one nutritional cooked meal at least 200 days in a year.  
 The Scheme comes under the Ministry of HRD.  
 It was launched in 1995 as the National Programme of Nutritional Support to Primary Education (NP 
ς NSPE), a centrally sponsored scheme. In 2004, the scheme was relaunched as the Mid Day Meal 
Scheme.  

 The Scheme is also covered by the National Food Security 
Act, 2013.  

 
Objective:  
Address hunger and malnutrition, increase enrolment and 
attendance in school, improve socialisation among castes, provide 
employment at grassroot level especially to women.  
 
The MDM rules 2015, provide that:  

 The place of serving meals to the children shall be school 
only.  

 If the Mid-Day Meal is not provided in school on any 
school day due to non-availability of food grains or any 
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other reason, the State Government shall pay food security allowance by 15th of the succeeding 
month.  

 The School Management Committee mandated under the Right to Free and Compulsory Education 
Act, 2009 shall also monitor implementation of the Mid-day meal Scheme.  

 
Nutritional norms:  
In terms of calorie intake, as per the MDM guidelines, the children in primary schools must be provided with at 
least 450 calories with 12 grams of protein through MDM while the children in upper primary schools should 
get 700 calories with 20 grams of protein, as per MHRD.  
The food intake per meal by the children of primary classes, as provided by MHRD is 100 grams of food grains, 
20 grams of pulses, 50 grams of vegetables and 5 grams of oils and fats. For the children of upper-primary 
schools, the mandated breakup is 150 grams of food grains, 30 grams of pulses, 75 grams of vegetables and 7.5 
grams of oils and fats.  
 
Insta Curious:  
Do you know about the 2012: RIO+20 - Zero Hunger Challenge? Reference: read this.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Origin of MDMS.  
2. When was it renamed?  
3. Difference between centrally sponsored 

and Central sector schemes? What kind of 
scheme of the MDMS?  

4. Financing under the scheme.  

5. Nutritional norms prescribed.  
6. Coverage under the scheme.  
7. Responsibility to pay food security 

allowance under the scheme.  
 
Mains Link:  
Discuss the significance of Mid-Day Meal scheme.  

 

2. Inner Line Permits:  
Context:  
In a bid to reopen the tourism sector, the Arunachal Pradesh government has decided to withdraw suspension 
on issuing ILP and Protected Area Permit to travellers as the COVID-19 situation in the northeastern State is 
"under control".  
 
What is an ILP? 
It is a document required by non- natives to visit or stay in a state that is protected under the ILP system. 
At present, four Northeastern states are covered, namely, Arunachal Pradesh, Mizoram, Manipur and 
Nagaland. Inner line permit is also mandatory for entering into Lakshadweep.  

 Both the duration of stay and the areas allowed to be accessed for any non native are determined by 
the ILP. 

 The ILP is issued by the concerned state government and can be availed both by applying online or in 
person. 

An ILP is only valid for domestic tourists. 
 
Rationale behind: 
The Inner Line Permit is an extension of the Bengal Eastern Frontier Regulation Act 1873. 
After the British occupied the Northeast, the colonisers started 
exploiting the region and its resources for economic benefits. 

 They first started tea plantations and oil industries in 
Brahmaputra Valley. 

 The indigenous tribes living in the hill areas would regularly 
conduct raids into the plains to loot and plunder, marauding the 
tea gardens, oil rigs and trading posts set up by the British East 
India Company. 

 It was in this context that the BEFR 1873 was promulgated.  
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Insta Curious: Do you know the differences between an ILP and a Protected Area Permit (PAP)? Reference:  
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims link: Since ILP is frequently in News, concentrate on: 

1. Map based questions involving North- Eastern states. 
2. NE state and their international neighbours. 

 
Mains link: !ƴŀƭȅǎŜ ǘƘŜ ƛǎǎǳŜ ƻŦ ƛƳǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ L[t ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ƛƴ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ƴƻǊǘƘŜŀǎǘŜǊƴ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŘƛƭŜƳƳŀ 
this system has posed to the Indian government. 
 
Link: https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/arunachal-cabinet-
decides-to-lift -ban-on-issuing-ilp-to-reopen-tourism-sector/article36788183.ece/amp/.  
 

3. Pradhan Mantri Jan-Aushadhi Yojana:  
Context:  
PM Bhartiya Janaushadhi Pariyojana has achieved the target of opening 8,300 kendras for FY22 in just 6 
months.  
 
Background:  
With a vision to provide quality medicines at an affordable rate to the common man especially the poor, the 
Government has set a target to increase the number of Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Janaushadhi Kendras 
(PMBJKs) to 10,000 by March 2024. As on October 05, 2021, the number of stores has increased to 8355.  
 
Performance of the scheme:  

 All the districts of the country have been 
covered under the scheme.  

 Effective IT-enabled logistics and supply-chain 
systems for ensuring real-time distribution of 
medicines at all outlets have also been 
introduced.  

 Product basket of PMBJP presently comprises 
1,451 drugs and 240 surgical instruments.  

 
About PMBJP: 
It is a campaign launched by the Department of Pharmaceuticals of the Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilizers.  

 It seeks to provide quality medicines at affordable prices to the masses througƘ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ƪŜƴŘǊŀΩǎ 
known as Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Jan Aushadhi Kendra.  

 Initially launched in 2008, the scheme was rechristened in 2015.  
 The Pharmaceuticals & Medical Devices Bureau of India (PMBI) is implementing the scheme.  

 
Key features of the scheme:  

1. Ensure access to quality medicines. 
2. Extend coverage of quality generic medicines so as to reduce the out of pocket expenditure on 

medicines and thereby redefine the unit cost of treatment per person. 
3. Create awareness about generic medicines through education and publicity so that quality is not 

synonymous with only high price. 
4. A public programme involving Government, PSUs, Private Sector, NGO, Societies, Co-operative Bodies 

and other Institutions. 
5. Create demand for generic medicines by improving access to better healthcare through low treatment 

cost and easy availability wherever needed in all therapeutic categories.  
 
World Health Organization ς Good Manufacturing Practices (WHO-GMP):  
Under the Scheme, medicines are procured from World Health Organization ς Good Manufacturing Practices 
(WHO-GMP) certified suppliers for ensuring the quality of the products.  
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Good Manufacturing Practices (GMP, also referred to as 'cGMP' or 'current Good Manufacturing Practice') is 
the aspect of quality assurance that ensures that medicinal products are consistently produced and controlled 
to the quality standards appropriate to their intended use and as required by the product specification.  

 GMP also has legal components, covering responsibilities for distribution, contract manufacturing and 
testing, and responses to product defects and complaints.  

 
Insta Curious: Did you know that the first WHO draft text on GMP was adopted in 1968? In 1969, when the 
World Health Assembly recommended the first version of the WHO Certification Scheme on the quality of 
pharmaceutical products moving in the global market, it accepted the WHO GMP as an integral part of the 
Scheme. Reference: read this.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. When was the scheme launched? 
2. When was it renamed? 

3. The scheme was launched by which 
Ministry? 

4. About BPPI- establishment and functions. 
5. What is a generic medicine? 

 
Mains Link: Discuss the need for and significance of Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Janaushadhi Priyojana (PMBJP). 
 

4. Daylight lynching and law to prevent it:  
Context:  
¢ƘŜ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ƭȅƴŎƘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŀ Ƴŀƴ ŀǘ {ƛƴƎƘǳΣ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦŀǊƳŜǊǎΩ ǇǊƻǘest on the Delhi-Haryana border, the 
brutality of the hate crime captured and replayed on video, calls for the full force of the law to step in, to bring 
swift and sure punishment to the guilty.  
 
What happened?  
The victim, Lakhbir Singh, an SC labourer who belonged to a village in Tarn Taran, was reportedly accused of an 
act of beadabi or desecration by his killers, allegedly a group of Nihangs, who tortured him and tied the 
mutilated body to a police barricade.  
 
What needs to be done now?  
Thugs and lumpens should not be allowed to find any cover. They have played judge, jury, executioner, and the 
state must urgently identify them and bring them to book.  
 
What is meant by Lynching?  
Any act or series of acts of violence or aiding, abetting (encouraging) such act/acts thereof, whether 
spontaneous or planned, by a mob on the grounds of religion, race, caste, sex, place of birth, language, dietary 
practices, sexual orientation, political affiliation, ethnicity or any other related grounds.  
 
How are these cases handled?  
There is άƴƻ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜέ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǎǳŎƘ ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ IPC. Lynching incidents can be dealt 
with under Section 300 and 302 of IPC.  

 Section 302 provides that whoever commits murder shall be punished with death or imprisonment for 
life and shall also be liable to fine. Offence of murder is a cognisable, non- bailable and non-
compoundable offence.  

 
SC guidelines:  

 There should be ŀ άǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜ ƻŦŦŜƴŎŜέ ŦƻǊ ƭȅƴŎƘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘǊƛŀƭ ŎƻǳǊǘǎ Ƴǳǎǘ ordinarily award 
maximum sentence upon conviction of the accused person to set a stern example in cases of mob 
violence.  

 The state governments will have to designate a senior police officer in each district for taking 
measures to prevent incidents of mob violence and lynching.  

 The state governments need to identify districts, sub-divisions and villageswhere instances of 
lynching and mob violence have been reported in the recent past.  
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 The nodal officers shall bring to the notice of the DGP about any inter-district co-ordination issues for 
devising a strategy to tackle lynching and mob violence related issues.  

 Every police officer shall ensure to disperse the mob that has a tendency to cause violence in the 
disguise of vigilantism or otherwise.  

 Central and the state governments shall broadcast on radio, television and other media platforms 
about the serious consequences of mob lynching and mob violence.  

 Despite the measures taken by the State Police, if it comes to the notice of the local police that an 
incident of lynching or mob violence has taken place, the jurisdictional police station shall 
immediately lodge an FIR.  

 The State Governments shall prepare a lynching/mob violence victim compensation scheme in the light 
of the provisions of Section 357A of CrPC.  

 If a police officer or an officer of the district administration fails to fulfill his duty, it will be considered 
an act of deliberate negligence.  

 
Need of the hour:  

 Every time there is a case of honor killing, hate crimes, witch hunting or mob lynching we raise 
demands for special legislation to deal with these crimes.  

 But, the fact is that these crimes are nothing but murders and the existing provisions under IPC and 
CrPC are sufficient to deal with such crimes.  

 Coupled with the guidelines laƛŘ Řƻǿƴ ƛƴ tƻƻƴŀǿŀƭŀΩǎ ŎŀǎŜΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǎǳŦŦƛŎƛŜƴǘƭȅ ŜǉǳƛǇǇŜŘ ǘƻ ŘŜŀƭ ǿƛǘƘ 
mob lynching. However, what we lack is due enforcement of the existing laws and accountability of the 
enforcement agencies.  

 
Attempts by various states in this regard:  

 Manipur government came up first with its Bill against lynching in 2018, incorporating some logical and 
relevant clauses.  

 Rajasthan government passed a bill against lynching in August 2019.  
 West Bengal too came up with a more stringent Bill against lynching.  

 
Insta Curious: Do you know there is something like the United Nations Strategy and Plan of Action on Hate 
Speech? Reference: read this.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. States which have passed laws against mob 
lynching.  

2. ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ tƻƻƴŀǿŀƭŀΩǎ ŎŀǎŜΚ  
3. What are the provisions available against 

mob lynching under IPC?  

 
Mains Link: Mob Lynching has become a recurring phenomenon in India which is surging hate violence 
targeting religious and caste minorities. Explain the causative factors and suggest ways to address it.  
 
Link: https://www.google.com/amp/s/indianexpress.com/article/opinion/editorials/singhu-border-lynching-
skm-7573973/lite/. 
 

5. Bhumiputra Bill in Goa:  
Context:  
Goa CM has clarified that the Bhumiputra Bill ǿƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ǎŜƴǘ ǘƻ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΦ  
 
What's the issue?  
The Goa Bhumiputra Adhikarini Bill, 2021 that was passed in the Goa Assembly on July 30 had since been at 
the centre of a political storm.  
The Bill was ŀƛƳŜŘ ŀǘ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘǳǎ ƻŦ Ψ.ƘǳƳƛǇǳǘǊŀΩ ǘƻ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ residing in Goa for at least 30 years and to 
enable him or her to stake claim to ownership of their house of up to 250 sq m built before April 1, 2019.  

 IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǎǘǎ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƘŀŘ ƘǳǊǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜƴǘƛƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ǘǊƛōŀƭ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΦ  
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Highlights of the Bill:  
1. It recognises ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ ŦƻǊ ол ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ŀǎ ŀ Ψ.ƘǳƳƛǇǳǘra όǎƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƛƭύΩ ŀƴŘ 

gives such a person ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ƻǿƴ Ƙƛǎ ƻǊ ƘŜǊ ΨǎƳŀƭƭ ŘǿŜƭƭƛƴƎ ǳƴƛǘΩ ƛŦ ƻǿƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǿŀǎ ǳƴŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜŘ 
so far.  

2. Once recognised as a Bhumiputra, an individual can stake claim to ownership of their house of not 
more than 250 sq m, built before April 1, 2019.  

 
Implementation:  

1. The Bill provides for the constitution of the Bhumiputra Adhikarini τ a committee consisting of the 
Deputy Collector as its Chairperson, and officials from the departments of Town and Country Planning, 
Forest and Environment , and Mamlatdars of respective talukas as its members.  

2. The Bhumiputra may apply to the committee if his house has been built before the cut-off date.  
3. The committee will invite objections within 30 days, including from the land owner which could also be 

a local body, and then take a decision of granting ownership to the Bhumiputra.  
4. !ƴ ŀǇǇŜŀƭ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ .ƘǳƳƛǇǳǘǊŀ !ŘƘƛƪŀǊƛƴƛΩǎ decision can be filed before the Administrative Tribunal 

within 30 days.  
 
Can the courts intervene?  
No court shall ƘŀǾŜ ƧǳǊƛǎŘƛŎǘƛƻƴ άǘƻ ŜƴǘŜǊǘŀƛƴΣ ŘŜŎƛŘŜ ƻǊ ŘŜŀƭ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴȅ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 
Bhumiputra Adhikarini and Administrative TǊƛōǳƴŀƭ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘƛǎ !ŎǘέΦ  
 
Need for these measures:  
In the last so many years there have been cases of homes built by a person or his parents but the land is not in 
his name. There is always a sword dangling over their head that someone will file a case against them (over 
ownership). 

 Therefore, the objective of the Bill is to give ownership right to the self-occupied dweller of a small 
housing unit to enable him to live with dignity and self-respect and exercise his right to life.  

 
Concerns:  
The biggest concern is that the bill may give rise to regularisation of illegal structures. This might also open the 
floodgates for the migrant population that has been staying in densely populated areas in Goa and has no 
legality.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Overview of the Bill.  
2. Eligibility.  
3. Implementation.  

4. Benefits.  
 
Mains Link:  
Discuss the significance of the Bill. 

 

6. BharatNet project:  
Context:  
Tamil Nadu FibreNet Corp signs agreement for BharatNet project implementation.  

 The project aims at providing 1 Gbps bandwidth connectivity to all Gram Panchayats.  
 
About BharatNet:  

1. BharatNet Project was originally launched in 2011 as the National Optical Fibre Network(NOFN) and 
renamed as Bharat-Net in 2015.  

2. It seeks to provide connectivity to 2.5 lakh Gram Panchayats (GPs) through optical fibre.  
3. It is a flagship mission implemented by Bharat Broadband Network Ltd. (BBNL).  
4. The objective is to facilitate the delivery of e-governance, e-health, e-education, e-banking, Internet 

and other services to rural India.  
 
The larger vision of the project is:  

 To establish a highly scalable network infrastructure accessible on a non-discriminatory basis.  
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 To provide on demand, affordable broadband connectivity of 2 Mbps to 20 Mbps for all households 
and on demand capacity to all institutions.  

 To realise the vision of Digital India, in partnership with States and the private sector.  
 
Implementation:  
The project is a Centre-State collaborative project, with the States contributing free Rights of Way for 
establishing the Optical Fibre Network.  
The entire project is being funded by Universal service Obligation Fund (USOF), which was set up for improving 
telecom services in rural and remote areas of the country.  
 
Insta Curious: Do you know what Dark Fibre is? Read Here 
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About BharatNet.  
2. Objectives and implementation.  
3. About USOF.  

4. About BBNL.  
 
Mains Link:  
Discuss the significance of BharatNet Project.  

 

7. Uighurs:  
Context:  
Forty-ǘƘǊŜŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ƻƴ /Ƙƛƴŀ ǘƻ άŜƴǎǳǊŜ Ŧǳƭƭ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǊǳƭŜ ƻŦ ƭŀǿέ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ aǳǎƭƛƳ ¦ƛƎƘǳǊ 
community in Xinjiang.  

 The declaration accused China of a litany of human rights violations against the Uighurs, including 
torture, forced sterilisation and forced disappearances.  

 
What were the demands?  
China should allow immediate, meaningful and unfettered access to Xinjiang for independent observers, 
including the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights and her office.  
 
What's the issue?  
Credible reports indicate that over a million 
people have been arbitrarily detained in Xinjiang 
and that there is widespread surveillance 
disproportionately targeting Uighurs and 
members of other minorities and restrictions on 
fundamental freedoms and Uighur culture.  
 
China's response:  
Despite mounting evidence, China denies 
mistreating the Uyghurs, and goes on to insist it 
is simply running "vocational training" centres designed to counter extremism.  
 
Who are Uighurs?  
The Uighurs are a predominantly Muslim minority Turkic ethnic group, whose origins can be traced to Central 
and East Asia.  
The Uighurs speak their own language, similar to Turkish, and see themselves as culturally and ethnically close 
to Central Asian nations.  

 China recognises the community only as a regional minority and rejects that they are an indigenous 
group.  

 Currently, the largest population of the Uighur ethnic community lives in the Xinjiang region of China.  
 A significant population of Uighurs also lives in the neighbouring Central Asian countries such as 

Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan and Kazakhstan.  
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Uighur Muslims for decades, under the false accusation by the Chinese government of terrorism and 
separatism, have suffered from abuses including persecution, forced detention, intense scrutiny, surveillance 
and even slavery.  
 
Insta Curious: 5ƻ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ŀōƻǳǘ /ƘƛƴŀΩǎ hƴŜ /ƻǳƴǘǊȅ ¢ǿƻ {ȅǎǘŜƳǎ ǇƻƭƛŎȅΚ ²ƘƛŎƘ ǊŜƎƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊŜŘ 
under this policy? Read this,  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Who are Uighurs?  
2. Where is Xinjiang?  
3. Who are Han Chinese?  

4. Indian states bordering Xinjiang province.  
 
Mains Link:  
Who are Uighurs? Why are they in news? Discuss.   

 
Link: https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehindu.com/news/international/43-countries-call-on-china-at-
un-to-respect-uighur-rights/article37130917.ece/amp/.  
 

8. What is Adjusted gross revenue (AGR)?  
Context:  
Bharti Airtel has decided to opt for the four-year moratorium on adjusted gross revenue (AGR) and spectrum 
payments, making it the second telco after Vodafone Idea to accept the offer, which was part of the recently 
announced telecom relief package.  
 
Background:  
The Union Cabinet had in September approved several measures to extend lifeline to the cash-strapped 
telecom sector, including a four-year moratorium on payment of dues to the government arising out of the 
AGR judgment as well as payments of spectrum purchased in past auctions.  

 The government had asked the telecom companies to convey their decision on opting for the four-year 
dues mƻǊŀǘƻǊƛǳƳ ōȅ hŎǘƻōŜǊ нфΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ŀƭǎƻ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ фл ŘŀȅǎΩ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƻǇǘ ŦƻǊ 
converting the interest amount pertaining to the moratorium period into equity.  

 
What is AGR?  
Adjusted Gross Revenue (AGR) is the usage and licensing fee that telecom operators are charged by the 
Department of Telecommunications (DoT). It is divided into spectrum usage charges and licensing fees, pegged 
between 3-5 percent and 8 percent respectively.  

 As per DoT, the charges are calculated based on all revenues earned by a telco ς including non-telecom 
related sources such as deposit interests and asset sales.  

 
What was the relief package?  

 Package includes a four-year moratorium on payment of statutory dues by telecom companies as well 
as allowing 100% FDI through the automatic route.  

 The wide set of measures proposed entail reforms for the ailing sector by way of granting moratorium 
on unpaid dues, redefining Adjusted Gross Revenue (AGR) prospectively and cutting in Spectrum Usage 
Charges.  

 
How does the package help?  

 It provided much needed relaxation to telecom companies Vodafone Idea, Reliance Jio and Bharti 
Airtel.  

 These are expected to protect and generate employment opportunities, promote healthy competition, 
protect interests of consumers, infuse liquidity, encourage investment and reduce regulatory burden 
on Telecom Service Providers (TSPs).  

 A moratorium on AGR-related dues will offer space to the cash-strapped firm to improve its business 
and clear dues over a longer period.  
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 The definition of AGR has been changed to exclude non-telecom revenue. All non-telecom revenue will 
be removed from AGR.  

 
But how did the financial condition of the telcos deteriorate?  
Let's understand this in three simple steps:  

1. It started by and large with the differing legal interpretation of 
AGR. To understand this, one must go back to 1999, when the 
government decided to shift from a fixed to a revenue-sharing 
model for the telecom sector. Telecom players would pay a 
certain percentage of their AGR, earned from telecom and non-
telecom revenues, as licence and spectrum fee.  

2. In 2003, the Department of Telecom (DoT) raised the demand 
for AGR payments. It said all revenue earned by telcos as 
dividend from subsidiaries, interest on short-term investments, 
money deducted as trader discounts, discount for calls and 
others, which was over and above the revenue from telecom 
services, would be included for calculation of AGR.  

3. The telcos approached the Telecom Disputes Settlement Appellate Tribunal (TDSAT), which in July 2006 
ruled the matter must be sent back to the regulator TRAI for fresh consultation. TDSAT rejected the 
govŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Centre moved the Supreme Court. While the case was still ongoing, 
in 2012, the Supreme Court cancelled 122 telecom licences in the 2G scam case. This prompted a 
revamp, with spectrum now allocated through auctions.  

 
What was the Supreme Court verdict?  
Lƴ нлмфΣ ǘƘŜ {ǳǇǊŜƳŜ /ƻǳǊǘ ƎŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǾŜǊŘƛŎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜΣ ƘƻƭŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ 5ƻ¢Ωǎ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ !Dw ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ 
correct one, and that the telcos must pay the AGR, interest and penalty on non-payment.  
 
Insta Curious: Do you know how spectrum auctions are held in India? Reference: read this.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. What is AGR? How is it calculated?  

2. ²Ƙŀǘ ǿŀǎ {/Ωǎ ǾŜǊŘƛŎǘ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎΚ  
3. Composition of TRAI?  
4. How spectrum allocation is done in India?  

 
Mains Link: Discuss the challenges facing the Indian telecom sector today. What should the Government of 
India do to save the telecom sector?  
 
Link: https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehindu.com/business/bharti-opts-for-four-year-moratorium-on-
dues/article37168045.ece/amp/.  
 

9. Framework for traffic management of drones:  
Context:  
The Civil Aviation Ministry has notified a traffic management framework for drones.  

 The framework has been issued under the Drone Rules 2021.  
 
Overview of the framework:  

1. Public and private third-party service providers will manage their movement in the airspace under 
1,000 feet.  

2. The framework allows third-party service providers to give services such as registration, flight 
planning, dynamic deconfliction and access to supplementary data like weather, terrain and position of 
manned aircraft.  

3. Also, a set of supplementary service providers will also be permitted under the framework to provide 
services such as insurance and data analytics to support the UAS (unmanned aircraft system) Traffic 
Management (UTM) ecosystem.  
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4. All drones (except Nano drones operating in the green zone) shall be required to mandatorily share 
their real-time location through the network to the Centre either directly or through third-party service 
providers.  

5. Service providers will be permitted to charge drone operators a service fee and a small portion of it 
might have to be shared with the Airports Authority of India (AAI), which manages the ATM.  

 
What necessitated a separate framework for drones?  
Current air traffic management (ATM) systems have not been designed to handle the traffic from unmanned 
aircraft.  

 Also, Integration of unmanned aircraft in the Indian airspace using conventional means may require 
unmanned aircraft to be equipped with bulky and expensive hardware, which is neither feasible nor 
advisable.  

 Moreover, traditional traffic management services provided by ATCs (air traffic controllers) for manned 
aircraft cannot be scaled for managing drone traffic which is expected to become at least 100 times 
higher since the traditional ATM is manual and requires human intervention.  

 
Drone management in India:  

 The Union government had on September 15 approved a production-linked incentive (PLI) scheme for 
drones and drone components with an allocation of Rs 120 crore spread over three financial years.  

 The ministry had on August 25 notified the Drone Rules, 2021 that eased the regulation of drone 
operations in India by reducing the number of forms that need to be filled to operate them from 25 to 
five and decreasing the types of fees charged from the operator from 72 to four.  

 
Need for stricter rules and regulations:  

 Recently, Drones were used for the first time to drop explosive devices, triggering blasts inside the Air 
CƻǊŎŜ {ǘŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǘŜŎƘƴƛŎŀƭ ŀǊŜŀ ƛƴ WŀƳƳǳΦ  

 Over the past two years, drones have been deployed regularly by Pakistan-based outfits to smuggle 
arms, ammunition and drugs into Indian territory.  

 According to government figures, 167 drone sightings were recorded along the border with Pakistan in 
2019, and in 2020, there were 77 such sightings.  

 With the rapid proliferation of drone technology and exponential growth of its global market in recent 
years, the possibility of a drone attack cannot be ruled out even in the safest cities in the world.  

 Drones are becoming security threats particularly in conflict zones where non-state actors are active 
and have easy access to the technology.  

 
Insta Curious: Did you know that there are a few countries in the world which do not have armed forces of 
their own? Which are those countries? Reference:  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Overview of new rules.  
2. New rules vs old rules.  
3. Exemptions.  

4. Licenses required.  
 
Mains Link: Discuss the significance of the new 
rules.  

 
Link: https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehindu.com/news/national/government-notifies-framework-to-
manage-drone-traffic/article37179576.ece/amp/.  
 

10. Amendments to the Registration of Births and Deaths Act, 1969:  
Context:  
The Centre has proposed amendments to the Registration of Births and Deaths Act, 1969 that will enable it to 
άƳŀƛƴǘŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŀǘŀōŀǎŜ ƻŦ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊŜŘ ōƛǊǘƘ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŀǘƘǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƭŜǾŜƭέΦ  

 Presently, the registration of births and deaths is done by the local registrar appointed by States.  
 
Need for:  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2021/08/27/indias-new-drone-rules/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2021/06/29/drones-as-a-technology-offer-a-distinctively-puzzling-and-complex-security-threat-when-it-comes-to-terrorism-and-hybrid-warfare-critically-analyse/
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_countries_without_armed_forces.
https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehindu.com/news/national/government-notifies-framework-to-manage-drone-traffic/article37179576.ece/amp/
https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehindu.com/news/national/government-notifies-framework-to-manage-drone-traffic/article37179576.ece/amp/


 

www.insightsonindia.com       43  InsightsIAS 

The database may be used to update the Population Register and the electoral register, and Aadhaar, ration 
card, passport and driving licence databases.  
 
Proposed amendments by the Centre:  

 It is proposed that the Chief Registrar (appointed 
by the States) would maintain a unified database 
at the State level and integrate it with the data at 
ǘƘŜ άƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƭŜǾŜƭΣέ ƳŀƛƴǘŀƛƴŜŘ ōȅ the Registrar 
General of India (RGI). The amendments will imply 
that the Centre will be a parallel repository of 
data.  

 ά{ǇŜŎƛŀƭ {ǳb-Registrars" shall be appointed, in 
the event of disaster, with any or all of his powers 
and duties for on the spot registration of deaths and issuance of extract thereof, as may be 
ǇǊŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘΦέ  

 
What are the benefits of registration of birth and death?  
The birth certificate is the first right of the child and it is the first step towards establishing its identity. The 
following compulsory uses of birth and death certificates are emerged:  
  ω    CƻǊ ŀŘƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎΦ  
  ω    !ǎ ǇǊƻƻŦ ƻŦ ŀƎŜ ŦƻǊ ŜƳǇƭoyment.  
  ω    CƻǊ ǇǊƻƻŦ ƻŦ ŀƎŜ ŀǘ ƳŀǊǊƛŀƎŜΦ  
  ω   ¢ƻ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘ ǇŀǊŜƴǘŀƎŜΦ  
  ω   ¢ƻ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘ ŀƎŜ ŦƻǊ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƻŦ ŜƴǊƻƭƭƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ 9ƭŜŎǘƻral Rolls.  
  ω   ¢ƻ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘ ŀƎŜ ŦƻǊ ƛƴǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎΦ  
  ω   CƻǊ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊƛƴƎ ƛƴ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ tƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ wŜƎƛǎǘŜǊ όbtwύΦ  
  ω    /ƻƳǇǳƭǎƻǊȅ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŘŜŀǘƘ ŎŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƻŦ ƛƴƘŜǊƛǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ŎƭŀƛƳƛƴƎ 
dues from insurance companies and other companies.  
 
Insta Curious: If birth occurred to Indian Citizen abroad (outside India), is there any provision to register such 
birth in India? Reference: read this.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Registrar General of India- Appointment, 
tenure and functions.  

2. IMR and MMR- current rates and trends.  

3. Best and worst performing states.  
4. Who compiles SRS?  

 
Mains Link: Discuss the key trends in the National 
Birth Rate of India.  

 
Link: https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehindu.com/news/national/centre-wants-to-keep-birth-death-
database/article37203036.ece/amp/.  
 

11. Centre proposes stricter regulations for CWC:  
Context:  
The Ministry of Women and Child Development has proposed the draft amendments to Juvenile Justice 
Model Rules, 2016.  

 This follows the passage of the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) (JJ) Amendment Bill, 
2021, in Parliament.  

 
As per the proposed amendments:  

 Individuals who receive foreign aid in their personal capacity or as members of an organisation will not 
be eligible for the membership of Child Welfare Committees (CWCs).  

 The central adoption agency CARA will be empowered to issue No Objection Certificates (NOC) for 
adoptions by NRIs and OCIs.  
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Overview of the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Amendment Bill, 2021:  
1. The District Magistrates have been further empowered under the Act to ensure its smooth 

implementation, as well as garner synergized efforts in favour of children in distress conditions.  
2. It means that DMs and ADMs will monitor the functioning of various agencies under the JJ Act in 

every district- including the Child Welfare Committees, the Juvenile Justice Boards, the District Child 
Protection Units and the Special Juvenile Protection Units.  

3. The DM will also carry out background checks of CWC members, who are usually social welfare 
activists, including educational qualifications, as there is no such provision currently.  

4. The DMs are also to check possible criminal backgrounds to ensure that no cases of child abuse or child 
sexual abuse are found against any member before they are appointed.  

5. The CWCs are also to report regularly to the DMs on their activities in the districts.  
6. Serious offences will also include offences for which maximum punishment is imprisonment of more 

than seven years, and minimum punishment is not prescribed or is less than seven years.  
7. Instead of the court, the District Magistrate (including Additional District Magistrate) will now issue 

adoption orders.  
 
Child Welfare Committees:  
As per the Section 27(1) of Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2015 (JJ Act), Child Welfare 
Committees (CWCs) are to be constituted by State Government by notification in the Official Gazette for every 
district, for exercising the powers and to discharge the duties conferred on such Committees in relation to 
children in need of care and protection under JJ Act, 2015.  
Composition of the committees: The Committee shall consist of a Chairperson, and four other members as the 
State Government may think fit to appoint, of whom atleast one shall be a woman and another, an expert on 
the matters concerning children. 
Eligibility conditions: As per Rule of the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Model Rules, 2016 
framed under JJ Act, 2015 Chairperson and the members shall be above the age of thirty-five years and shall 
have a minimum of seven years of experience of working with children in the field of education, health, or 
welfare activities, or should be a practicing professional with a degree in child psychology or psychiatry or 
social work or sociology or human development or in the field of law or a retired judicial officer.  
The primary responsibility of execution of the Act and Rules lies with the State/UTs. 
 
What is the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2015?  
The Act was introduced and passed in Parliament in 2015 to replace the Juvenile Delinquency Law and the 
Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children Act) 2000.  

 It allowed the trial of juveniles in conflict with law in the age group of 16-18 years as adults, in cases 
where the crimes were to be determined.  

 The nature of the crime, and whether the juvenile should be tried as a minor or a child, was to be 
determined by a Juvenile Justice Board.  

 It received impetus after the 2012 Delhi gangrape in which one of the accused was just short of 18 
years, and was therefore tried as a juvenile.  

 The Act streamlined adoption procedures for orphans, abandoned and surrendered children and the 
existing Central Adoption Resource Authority (CARA) has been given the status of a statutory body to 
enable it to perform its function more effectively.  

 
Insta Curious: Do you know aboǳǘ ά¢ƘŜ .ŜƛƧƛƴƎ wǳƭŜǎέΚ Read Here (Know only in brief) 
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About CARA.  
2. About Juvenile Justice Boards.  
3. Provisions of the 2015 Juvenile Justice Act.  
4. Recent Amendments.  

5. What are Child Welfare Committed.  
 
Mains Link:  
Discuss the need for reforms in Juvenile Justice Act 
of 2015.  

 
Link: https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GSA94NKVU.1&imageview=0.  
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Topics: Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and States 
and the performance of these schemes. 

1. Emergency Credit Line Guarantee Scheme (ECLGS):  
Context:  
The government has extended the emergency credit line guarantee scheme till the end of March 2022 or till 
guarantees for an amount of Rs 4.5 lakh crore are issued under the scheme, whichever is earlier.  
 
About the scheme: 
The scheme was launched as part of the Aatmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan package announced in May 2020 to 
mitigate the distress caused by coronavirus-induced lockdown, by providing credit to different sectors, 
especially Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs).  

 100% guarantee coverage is being provided by the National Credit Guarantee Trustee Company, 
whereas Banks and Non Banking Financial Companies (NBFCs) provide loans.  

 The credit will be provided in the form of a Guaranteed Emergency Credit Line (GECL) facility.  
 No Guarantee Fee shall be charged by NCGTC from the Member Lending Institutions (MLIs) under the 

Scheme.  
 Interest rates under the Scheme shall be capped at 9.25% for banks and FIs, and at 14% for NBFCs.  

 
Eligibility:  

 Borrowers with credit outstanding up to Rs. 50 crore as on 29th February, 2020, and with an annual 
turnover of up to Rs. 250 crore are eligible under the Scheme.  

 On 1st August 2020, the government widened the scope of the Rs. 3 lakh crore-ECLGS scheme by 
doubling the upper ceiling of loans outstanding and including certain loans given to professionals like 
doctors, lawyers and chartered accountants for business purposes under its ambit.  

 
Benefits of the scheme:  

 The scheme is expected to provide credit to the sector at a low cost, thereby enabling MSMEs to meet 
their operational liabilities and restart their businesses.  

 By supporting MSMEs to continue functioning during the current unprecedented situation, the Scheme 
is also expected to have a positive impact on the economy and support its revival.  

 
Insta Curious: First Ever International SME Convention was held in 2018 in New Delhi. What were its 
objectives? Reference: https://pib.gov.in/Pressreleaseshare.aspx?PRID=1529660.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Classification of MSMEs- old vs new. 
2. Contributions of MSMEs to GDP. 
3. What are NBFCs? 

4. What is GECL facility? 
5. What is NCGTC? 

 
Mains Link: Discuss the significance of the scheme. 

 

2. Real Estate Regulatory Authority (RERA) Act of 2016:  
Context:  
The Supreme Court has stepped in to protect homebuyers from exploitation by builders who delay transfer of 
possession and often redraft delivery schedules.  
 
Need for:  
A petition wŀǎ ŦƛƭŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀŎƪ ƻŦ ŀ άǳƴƛŦƻǊƳ ƻǊ ƳƻŘŜƭέ ŦƻǊƳ ŦƻǊ ŀƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŜƴǘŜǊŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ŀƳƻƴƎ ōǳƛƭŘŜǊǎΣ 
agents and buyers.  
The petition said the Real Estate Regulatory Authority (RERA) Act of 2016 had hardly been implemented.  

 Often hard-earned savings of ordinary citizens who aspired to have their own homes were invested. 
But many families became penniless waiting for a roof over their heads that the builders had promised 
them.  

 
The petitioner drew court's attention to Section 41 and 42 of the RERA:  
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 Section 41 mandated the establishment of a Central Advisory Council.  
 Section 42 said the Council would ensure the implementation of the Act, drive major policy changes, 

assure that consumer interests were not thwarted by builders and promoters and craft the faster 
growth of the real estate sector.  

 
The Real Estate (Regulation and Development) Act 2016:  
It is aimed at bringing in transparency and redefining the engagement between various stakeholders.  
 
Key provisions:  

1. A requirement for developers to now register projects with RERA prior to any advertisement and sale.  
2. Developers are also expected to have all sanction plans approved and regulatory clearances in place 

prior to commencement of sale. Subsequent changes have to be approved by a majority of buyers and 
the regulator.  

3. The Act ambitiously stipulates an electronic system, maintained on the website of RERA, where 
developers are expected to update on a quarterly basis the status of their projects, and submit regular 
audits and architectural reports.  

4. It requires developers to maintain separate escrow accounts in relation to each project and deposit 
70% of the collections in such an account to ensure that funds collected are utilised only for the specific 
project.  

5. The Act also requires real estate brokers and agents to register themselves with the regulator.  
6. The Act also attempts to establish an adjudicatory mechanism for the speedy redressal of disputes. 

RERA and the Appellate Tribunal are expected to decide on complaints within an ambitious period of 
60 days.  

 
Why does it matter?  

 The Act has been described by the Centre as an attempt at cleaning up the real estate sector, ushering 
in transparency, accountability and fair-play among stakeholders.  

 This law will empower the consumer while boosting the credibility of developers.  
 It is widely felt that the Act will shift housing demand at least in the immediate term towards the 

organised players, better-equipped as they are to fulfil various stipulations. Most such players have 
welcomed the Act, saying that it will bridge the trust deficit.  

 
Insta Curious: Do you know about the various functions and duties of a promoter under RERA? Reference: read 
this.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About RERA.  
2. Key provisions.  

3. Important organizations established under 
it.  

 
Mains Link: Discuss the need for and significance of 
the act.  

 
Link: https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=G6N923PHT.1&imageview=0.  
 

3. PM CARES For Children:  
Context:  
A total of 845 COVID-19 orphans have so far been identified and approved for receiving benefits under the PM 
CARES Fund.  
 
About the scheme:  
Launched in May 2021.  
The scheme has been launched for support & empowerment of Covid affected children.  
Eligibility: All children who have lost both parents or surviving parent or legal guardian/adoptive parents due to 
Covid 19 will be supported under the scheme.  
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Features of the scheme:  
1. Fixed Deposit in the name of the child: A corpus of Rs 10 lakh for each child when he or she reaches 18 

years of age.  
2. School Education: For children under 10 years: Admission will be given in the nearest Kendriya 

Vidyalaya or in a private school as a day scholar.  
3. School Education: for children between 11-18 years: The child will be given admission in any Central 

Government residential school such as Sainik School, Navodaya Vidyalaya etc.  
4. Support for Higher Education: The child will be assisted in obtaining an education loan for Professional 

courses / Higher Education in India as per the existing Education Loan norms.  
5. Health Insurance: All children will be enrolled as a beneficiary under Ayushman Bharat Scheme (PM-

JAY) with a health insurance cover of Rs 5 lakhs.  
 
(Note: We have covered only highlights and key features of the scheme here. For complete details, please visit: 
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1722719.)  
 
Need for these measures:  

 As India battles a raging second wave, cases of children losing their parents to Covid-19 are also 
mounting.  

 Also the apprehension of child trafficking in the garb of adoption has increased.  
 Child Marriages have also increased in the Covid-19 induced lockdown.  

 
Insta Curious: Do you know about the SAMARTH initiative? Reference: read this.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link: 

1. What is a public account?  
2. Who administers PM CARES fund?  
3. Which organisations are exempted from 

the ambit of RTI act?  
4. What is Consolidated fund of India?  
5. What is a charitable trust?  

6. PM CARES For Children- Empowerment of 
COVID Affected Children- eligibility and 
benefits.  

 
Mains Link:  
Discuss why PM CARES fund should be brought 
within the ambit of RTI act?  

 
Link: https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GU7927L6T.1&imageview=0.  
 

4. PM MITRA scheme:  
Context:  
The government has approved the setting up of seven PM MITRA textiles parks, following the ά¦ƴƛƻƴ .ǳŘƎŜǘ 
for 2021-нн commitments, with a total outlay of Rs. 4,445 crores in a period of 5 years.  
 
!ōƻǳǘ άta-aL¢w!έ {ŎƘŜƳŜΥ  
The scheme aims to realize the vision of building an Aatmanirbhar Bharat 
by positioning India strongly on the Global textiles map.  
It is inspired by the 5F vision ƻŦ IƻƴΩōƭŜ tǊƛƳŜ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ ςFarm to Fibre to 
Factory to Fashion to Foreign.  
 
Aim:  

 The scheme aims to create a world-class industrial infrastructure 
that would attract cutting-edge technology and boost FDI and 
local investment in the sector. 

 
Selection of sites:  
Sites for the scheme will be selected by a Challenge Method, based on 
objective criteria for Greenfield / Brownfield sites.  
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Implementation:  
 PM MITRA park will be developed by a Special Purpose Vehicle which will be owned by the Central 

and State Government and in a Public Private Partnership (PPP) Mode.  
 Each MITRA Park will have an incubation centre, common processing house and a common effluent 

treatment plant and other textile related facilities such as design centres and testing centres.  
 The Master Developer will not only develop the Industrial Park but also maintain it during the 

concession period.  
 
Funding:  
Under the scheme, the centre will provide development capital support for the development of common 
infrastructure of Rs 500 crore for each greenfield MITRA park and upto Rs 200 crore for each brownfield park.  

 Greenfield describes a completely new project that has to be executed from scratch, while a 
brownfield project is one that has been worked on by others.  

 
Eligibility for Incentives:  

 An additional Rs 300 crore will be provided as Competitiveness Incentive Support for the early 
establishment of textiles manufacturing units in each of these parks.  

 LƴǾŜǎǘƻǊǎ ǿƘƻ ǎŜǘ ǳǇ άŀƴŎƘƻǊ Ǉƭŀƴǘǎέ ǘƘŀǘ ŜƳǇƭƻȅ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ млл ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ Ŝligible for incentives of 
upto Rs 10 crore every year for upto three years.  

 
What are the advantages of the PM-MITRA Scheme?  

 The scheme intended to generate approximately 1 lakh direct 
and 2 lakh indirect employment per park.  

 The Scheme will offer an opportunity to create an integrated 
textiles value chain right from spinning, weaving, 
processing/dyeing and printing to garment manufacturing at 
one location that would ease business and will reduce 
logistics costs of the Industry.  

 
Insta Curious: Do you know what are technical textiles? Why are they significant? Reference: read this.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Key features of the scheme.  
2. Eligibility.  
3. Funding.  

4. Implementation.  
5. Incentives.  

 
Mains Link: Discuss the need for and significance of 
the scheme.  

 

5. Consequences of growing digital divide:  
Context:  
The Supreme Court has flagged the consequences of growing digital divide.  

 It observed, the digital divide caused by online classes will defeat the 
fundamental right of every child to education.  

 
How have online classes impacted children?  

 Little children whose parents are too poor to afford laptops, tablets or an 
άƻǇǘƛƳǳƳέ LƴǘŜǊƴŜǘ ǇŀŎƪŀƎŜ ŀǘ ƘƻƳŜ Ŧƻr online classes during the pandemic 
have dropped out of school and even run the danger of being drawn into child labour or worse, child 
trafficking.  

 Even, the right to education Ƙŀǎ ƴƻǿ ƘƛƴƎŜŘ ƻƴ ǿƘƻ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŀŦŦƻǊŘ άƎŀŘƎŜǘǎέ ŦƻǊ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ who 
could not.  

 
What's the issue?  
The court was hearing a petition filed by private school managements challenging a Delhi High Court order of 
September 2020, directing them to provide their 25% quota EWS/DG students online facilities free of cost.  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/04/30/technical-textiles/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/09/11/account-for-spatial-and-regional-dimensions-of-digital-divide-in-india/&ved=2ahUKEwjuxML-1LzzAhWP4jgGHS2RA6cQFnoECAcQAQ&usg=AOvVaw197glCzRr2FD6nIBa5H8IS
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/09/11/account-for-spatial-and-regional-dimensions-of-digital-divide-in-india/&ved=2ahUKEwjuxML-1LzzAhWP4jgGHS2RA6cQFnoECAcQAQ&usg=AOvVaw197glCzRr2FD6nIBa5H8IS
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/01/17/right-of-children-to-free-and-compulsory-education-amendment-act-2019/&ved=2ahUKEwjaloKe1bzzAhW4xzgGHUbAChMQFnoECAUQAQ&usg=AOvVaw2-IezX4kBRB85__lGxJKXj


 

www.insightsonindia.com       49  InsightsIAS 

 The High Court had said the schools could get reimbursement from the government.  
 The Delhi government had said it had no resources to reimburse the schools for the online gadgets.  

Though the Supreme Court had stayed the High Court order in February 2021, the court said both the Centre 
and States such as Delhi could not bow out of their responsibilities towards children.  
 
What next?  
The Court asked the Delhi government to come out with a plan to effectuate ǘƘŜ ΨǎŀƭǳǘŀǊȅ ƻōƧŜŎǘΩ ǳǇƘŜƭŘ ƛƴ 
the High Court decision. The court said the Centre should join in the consultation.  
 
What is Digital Divide?  
It means discrepancy between people who have access to and the resources to use new information and 
communication tools, such as the Internet, and people who do not have the resources and access to the 
technology.  

 It also means discrepancy between those who have the skills, knowledge and abilities to use the 
technologies and those who do not.  

 
Where does it exist?  
The digital divide can exist between those living in rural areas and those living in urban areas, between 
genders, between the educated and uneducated, between economic classes, and on a global scale between 
more and less industrially developed nations. 
 
Status in India:  

1. Although India has 220 million smartphone users and is the second largest smartphone market in the 
world, the overall penetration is still just about 30 per cent of the population.  

2. There is a huge rural- urban and inter-state digital divide in India.  
3. according to statistics, more than 75 per cent of the broadband connections in the country are in the 

top 30 cities.  
4. Similarly, many states like north-eastern states, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Jharkhand, Orissa, Chhattisgarh 

and Assam lag behind other states in the use and development of ICTs.  
5. Globally 12 percent more men used the internet than women in 2017, while in India only 29% of total 

internet users are females.  
6. Another important reason of digital divide in India is knowledge divide. Knowledge divide is directly 

related with digital divide.  
 
Impact of Digital Divide:  

1. Low female representation: Due to huge digital divide in gender, thousands of Indian girls in these far-
flung areas are refused access to Information and Communications Technology (ICTs), which is a 
primary cause of low female representation in jobs.  

2. Denial to information/knowledge: This lack of equal opportunities to access online services and 
information deprive people of higher/quality education and skill training that could help them 
contribute to the economy and become leaders on a global level.  

3. Non delivery of welfare schemes: As many schemes have started using ICT in their delivery, at the 
same time due to digital divide it will create more problem.  

 
Insta Curious: Have you heard about e-RUPI, which has the potential to achieve financial inclusion and bridge 
digital divide in India? Reference: read this.  
 
Link: https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=G9292IV4Q.1&imageview=0.  
 

6. No money left in MGNREGA coffers:  
Context:  
According to its own financial statement, the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act 
(MGNREGA) scheme has run out of funds halfway through the financial year, and supplementary budgetary 
allocations will not come to the rescue for at least another month when the next Parliamentary session begins.  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://www.insightsonindia.com/2021/05/12/insights-into-editorial-decoding-inequality-in-a-digital-world/&ved=2ahUKEwj1ib611rzzAhV4zTgGHetnCig4ChAWegQIARAB&usg=AOvVaw3AKGggBc4Kf9GeifYcYFAT
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/09/11/account-for-spatial-and-regional-dimensions-of-digital-divide-in-india/&ved=2ahUKEwiMz-el1rzzAhUhzjgGHb4HAuwQFnoECAgQAQ&usg=AOvVaw197glCzRr2FD6nIBa5H8IS
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://www.insightsonindia.com/2021/06/08/how-digital-divide-in-the-county-affects-covid-19-vaccination-drive-of-the-young-india-critically-examine-while-suggesting-solutions-to-address-the-gap/&ved=2ahUKEwiAtrqR1rzzAhUcxjgGHdshBVsQFnoECAQQAQ&usg=AOvVaw1MI7fiFGnxysq1vELFGo6U
https://www.livemint.com/opinion/online-views/the-e-rupi-could-take-us-a-long-way-towards-financial-inclusion-11630945804631.html
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=G9292IV4Q.1&imageview=0


 

www.insightsonindia.com       50  InsightsIAS 

 
Implications:  
This means that payments for MGNREGA 
workers as well as material costs will be 
delayed, unless the States dip into their 
own funds.  
Activists say the Centre is condemning 
workers to άŦƻǊŎŜŘ ƭŀōƻǳǊέ by delaying 
wage payments at a time of economic 
distress.  
 
Centre's response:  
IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ /ŜƴǘǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻǿ ŀŎŎǳǎƛƴƎ Ƴŀƴȅ {ǘŀǘŜǎ ƻŦ άŀǊǘƛŦƛŎƛŀƭƭȅ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ ŘŜƳŀƴŘέ ŦƻǊ ǿƻǊƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳƴŘ.  
 
About MGNREGA:  
The scheme was introduced in 2005 as a social measure that ƎǳŀǊŀƴǘŜŜǎ άǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪέΦ  

 The key tenet of this social measure and labour law is that the local government will have to legally 
provide at least 100 days of wage employment in rural India to enhance their quality of life.  

 
Key objectives:  

1. Generation of paid rural employment of not less than 100 days for each worker who volunteers for 
unskilled labour.  

2. Proactively ensuring social inclusion by strengthening the livelihood base of rural poor.  
3. Creation of durable assets in rural areas such as wells, ponds, roads and canals.  
4. Reduce urban migration from rural areas.  
5. Create rural infrastructure by using untapped rural labour.  

 
The following are the eligibility criteria for receiving the benefits under MGNREGA scheme:  

1. Must be Citizen of India to seek MGNREGA benefits.  
2. Job seeker has completed 18 years of age at the time of application.  
3. The applicant must be part of a local household (i.e. application must be made with local Gram 

Panchayat).  
4. Applicants must volunteer for unskilled labour.  

 
Implementation of the scheme:  

1. Within 15 days of submitting the application or from the day work is demanded, wage employment will 
be provided to the applicant.  

2. Right to get unemployment allowance in case employment is not provided within fifteen days of 
submitting the application or from the date when work is sought.  

3. Social Audit of MGNREGA works is mandatory, which lends to accountability and transparency.  
4. The Gram Sabha is the principal forum for wage seekers to raise their voices and make demands.  
5. It is the Gram Sabha and the Gram Panchayat which approves the shelf of works under MGNREGA and 

fix their priority.  
 
Insta Curious:  

1. Do you know what WAGE RIFT is? Read Here (Related topic to Wages) 
2. Did you know that Gram Panchayats are responsible for Issuing Job Cards (JCs) under the Scheme? 

Read more about the roles of Gram Panchayat here:  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Under MGNREGA, what are the roles of 
Gram Sabha, Gram Panchayat, States, State 
Food Commission, Centre?  

2. What are job cards, who issues them?  

3. Who sets up the State Employment 
Guarantee Fund?  

4. What is Wage employment?  
5. Who conducts social audits?  
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Mains Link: Discuss the key features and significance of MGNREGA.  
 
Link: https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GM494S2RE.1&imageview=0.  
 

Topics: Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services relating 
to Health, Education, Human Resources. 

1. Antibodies against Nipah virus detected in bats from Kerala:  
Context:  
Nipah virus antibodies (IgG antibodies) were detected in bat samples collected by the National Institute of 
Virology (NIV), Pune, from two districts in Kerala where a Nipah infection was confirmed.  
 
Significance of the discovery:  
Given the current evidence, it has been logically concluded that the Nipah outbreak in Kozhikode did originate 
from bats, even though the authorities are still in the dark as to the route of virus transmission from bats to 
humans.  
 
Nipah Virus outbreaks in India:  

1. India has experienced four NiV outbreaks, with the case fatality rate between 65 percent and 100 
percent.  

2. The most recent outbreak started in Kerala in 2018.  
3. Southern Asian countries and some Indian states have been identified as potential hotspots for the 

disease.  
 
What's the Concern now?  
Nipah is considered dangerous as there is no medicine or vaccines and the death rate among those affected is 
high. While the Case Fatality Rate (CFR) among COVID-19 affected patients is between 1-2%, that for Nipah 
infections is in the range of 65-100%.  
 
About the Nipah virus:  

1. It is a zoonotic virus, meaning that it can spread between animals and people.  
2. The organism which causes Nipah Virus encephalitis is an RNA or Ribonucleic acid virus of the family 

Paramyxoviridae, genus Henipavirus, and is closely related to Hendra virus.  
3. Fruit bats, also called flying foxes, are the animal reservoir for NiV in nature.  
4. Symptoms: Infection with NiV is associated with encephalitis (swelling of the brain) and can cause mild 

to severe illness and even death.  
 
Insta Curious: ¢ƘŜ bƛǇŀƘ ǾƛǊǳǎ όbƛ±ύ ƛǎ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŦƛŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ άƘƛƎƘƭȅ ǇŀǘƘƻƎŜƴƛŎ ǇŀǊŀƳȅȄƻǾƛǊǳǎέΦ ²ƘƛŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǾƛǊǳǎŜǎ 
are included in this? Reference: read this.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About Nipah.  
2. Causes.  

3. Symptoms.  
4. Treatment and prevention.  
5. What are zoonotic diseases?  

 

2. Global Roadmap to Defeat Meningitis by 2030:  
Context:  
The Global Roadmap to Defeat Meningitis by 2030 was recently released by the World Health Organization 
(WHO) and its partners.  

 This is the first-ever global strategy to defeat meningitis.  
 It aims to eliminate epidemics of bacterial meningitis and to reduce deaths by 70 per cent and halve 

the number of cases.  
 
The new roadmap will aim for:  
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1. Achievement of high immunisation coverage, development of new affordable vaccines and improved 
prevention strategies and outbreak response.  

2. Speedy diagnosis and optimal treatment for patients.  
3. Good data to guide prevention and control efforts.  
4. Care and support for those affected, focusing on early recognition and improved access to care and 

support for after-effects.  
5. Advocacy and engagement, to ensure high awareness of meningitis, accountability for national plans, 

and affirmation of the right to prevention, care and after-care services.  
 
Significance:  
The strategy could save more than 200,000 lives annually and significantly reduce disability caused by the 
disease.  
 
About Meningitis:  

 Meningitis is an inflammation of the membranes that surround the brain and spinal cord.  
 It is predominantly caused by bacterial and viral infection.  
 Meningitis caused by bacterial infection causes around 250,000 deaths a year and can lead to fast-

spreading epidemics.  
 It kills a tenth of those infected τ mostly children and young people τ and leaves a fifth with long-

lasting disability.  
 
Insta Curious: IŀǾŜ ȅƻǳ ƘŜŀǊŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ΨaŜƴƛƴƎƛǘƛǎ .ŜƭǘΩ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎǇŀƴǎ нс ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǎǳō-Saharan Africa? 
Reference: read this.  
 
Link: https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/health/who-releases-new-roadmap-to-defeat-meningitis-79420.  
 

3. /WL ŦƻǊ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǇŀƴŜƭǎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻōŜ ΨŀǘǊƻŎƛǘƛŜǎΩ 
Context: 
Chief Justice of India has mooted to form a Panel headed by High Court Chief Justice to probe any complaint 
received from Common man of άŀǘǊƻŎƛǘƛŜǎέ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ōǳǊŜŀǳŎǊŀŎȅ, especially police officers 
 
Need for Such a Panel 

¶ Police have been in the spotlight for committing serious crimes: 
o Gorakhpur (UP): The police officers in Gorakhpur in Uttar Pradesh have been accused of 

causing the death of a businessman during a raid in a hotel. 
o Thoothukudi (Tamil Nadu):  Nine policemen were involved in the custodial deaths of the 

father-son duo P. Jayaraj and J. Benicks for violating Covid19 Curfew in June last year. 
o Agartala (Tripura): DM Shailesh Kumar Yadav was recorded on video physically manhandling 

citizens during the lockdown and was later suspended by the state government  

¶ The politicization of Bureaucracy: CJI made the oral observation that Bureaucrats act with impunity 
with one government but have to άǇŀȅōŀŎƪ ǿƛǘƘ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘέ when there is a regime change  

¶ Ψ¢ŀǊƎŜǘǎ ƻŦ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǾŜƴŘŜǘǘŀΩΥ Bureaucrats and especially Police officers find themselves being 
targeted by the new government. This impacts their efficiency, trust, and impartiality in the system. 

o E.g. ADG of Police Gurjinder Pal Singh in Chhattisgarh had sought protection from arrest in 
Supreme Court in various criminal cases, including sedition, extortion, and criminal 
intimidation, arraigned against him by the current government. 

 
Atrocities by Police have emerged as human rights concern as it: 

¶ Violates Fundamental Rights of citizen:  
o Article 21: Custodial violence is against the fundamental right to life and dignity. 
o Article 19: Use of Section 506 of IPC to get non-bailable remand for the accused is against the 

Fundamental Right to Freedom. 
o Article 20(3): Adopting third-degree tortures and methods to extract the information from the 

accused is in clear violation of Article 20 (3) of the Constitution of India.  
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o Article 22: Right to counsel is also a fundamental right under Article 22(1) of the Indian 
constitution, but custodial violence violates it. 

¶ Violates Article 5 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights: No one shall be subjected to torture or 
cruel, inhuman, or degrading treatment or punishment. 

¶ Violates ΨwǳƭŜ ƻŦ [ŀǿΩ: 60% of all arrests made by police were άǳƴƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅέ όbŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ tƻƭƛŎŜ 
Commission (3rd Report)) 

¶ Violates the maxim ά{ŀƭǳǎ tƻǇǳƭƛ 9ǎǘ {ǳǇǊŜƳŀ [ŜȄέ ƛΦŜΦ ǘƘŜ safety of the people is the supreme law 

 
Challenges in curbing the misuse of power by Bureaucrats:  

¶ India has not criminalized custodial violence: India also does not have an anti-torture legislation 

¶ Non-implementation of SC Prakash Singh case (2006) order: Also, Recommendations of the 2nd ARC 
and the Supreme Court for constituting independent complaint authority to inquire into the cases of 
police misconduct have not been implemented by most of the States.  

¶ Police force lacks accountability and impunity: Only the executive can sue a police officer and any 
inquiry against the officer need prior government approval.  

¶ Perception of quick justice: 80% of police personal believe the use of violence by them is justified 
while 50% of citizens also believe so (ά{ǘŀǘǳǎ ƻŦ tƻƭƛŎƛƴƎ ƛƴ LƴŘƛŀ wŜǇƻǊǘΣ нлмфέ by Common Cause) 

¶ Underfunded, under-trained and understaffed Police force: Even the money under the Modernization 
of Police Forces (MPF) Scheme have not been fully utilized (Bureau of Police Reforms and 
Development (BPR&D) data)  

o This leads to undue pressure on police to solve the case without having the requisite resources 
to do it. 

o Nearly 12% of police personnel never receive human rights training (Common Cause and CSDS-
Lokniti, report) 

 
Measures to curb misuse of power by Bureaucrats: 

¶ Law commission report implementation: 
o 273rd report: those accused of committing custodial torture ς be it policemen, paramilitary and 

military personnel ς should be criminally prosecuted instead of facing mere administrative 
action.  

¶ Legal Measures: 
o Section 197 of CrPC should be amended: This will ensure that prosecutors do not need the 

permission of the government before pursuing charges against police in cases such as arbitrary 
detention, extrajudicial killings, torture, and other criminal acts.  

¶ Administrative Measures:   
o DK Basu judgment (1987) guidelines of SC should be strictly implemented: E.g. notifying the 

next of kin of the arrested person, medical examination of the accused was made mandatory, 
preparing memo at the time of arrest in front of a witness, etc.  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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¶ WǳŘƛŎƛŀƭ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜǎΥ aŀƎƛǎǘǊŀǘŜΩǎ wƻƭŜ: magistrates must prevent overreach of police powers by 
inspecting arrest-related documents and ensuring the wellbeing of suspects by directly questioning 
them. 

¶ Monitoring and implementation of DK Basu by independent and balanced civil society individuals at 
each level, under court supervision, will help in minimizing it. 

¶ Adequate training to the police force: Training on modern, non-coercive techniques for suspect and 
witness interviewing and questioning as well as on respecting human rights aspects. 

o CCTVs inside police stations, use of Body cameras (as is done in the U.S. and the U.K.) can 
ensure police restraint.  

 
Insta Curious: Did you about Right to Counsel in Custody? Read Here 
  
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What is Custodial Violence? 
2. Which fundamental Rights do atrocities 

by Police violate? 

3. What are legal and Constitutional 
Safeguards? 

4. Recommendations of Various 
Committees to police the Bureaucrats? 

 
Mains Link: Discuss the significance of Implementation of DK Basu judgments with respect to custodial 
deaths in India? (15M) Secure compilation page 23 
 

4. Blood pressure, cholesterol control 
key for Type 1 diabetes 

Context: A study conducted recently observed that it is 
crucial to have a good control over blood pressure and 
cholesterol and not just good control over blood sugar 
level to combat Type 1 diabetes 
Other observations made in this study 

¶ Patients who have T1D have reduced life-span 
even with insulin being administered to them 

¶ Subjects who were able to control all the three 
had better glycemic and blood pressure control, 
more favourable lipid profiles and lower 
prevalence of complications which helped them 
to increase their life-span compared to those 
who could not control all the three 

¶ T1D prevalence in India: India is home to more 
than 95,000 children with T1D, reported to be 
the highest in the world, according to the 9th 
International Diabetes Federation Atlas 

¶ What is Type 1 diabetes? In type 1 diabetes, the 
pancreas (a small gland behind the 
stomach) progressively reduces the amount of 
insulin (the hormone that regulates blood 
glucose levels) it produces until it stops 
producing any at all. If the amount of glucose in 
the blood is too high, it can, over time, seriously 
damage the body's organs. 

¶ Difference between Type 1 and type 2 diabetes 
 
Figure: Difference between Type 1 and Type 2 
diabetes 
 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2021/03/22/right-to-counsel-in-custody/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/GS2_final.pdf
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2021/03/13/india-registers-a-high-number-of-gestational-diabetes-cases-which-are-bound-to-increase-in-the-future-in-this-context-discuss-the-causes-and-challenges-associated-in-managing-it-and-suggest-a-way-fo/


 

www.insightsonindia.com       55  InsightsIAS 

¶ National Programme for prevention and Control of Cancer, Diabetes, Cardiovascular Diseases and 
strokes (NPCDCS):  

o It was launched in 2010 in 100 districts across 21 States, in order to prevent and control the 
major NCDs. 

o The main focus of the programme is on health promotion, early diagnosis, management and 
referral of cases, besides strengthening the infrastructure and capacity building. 

o The funds are being provided to States under NCD Flexi-Pool through State PIPs of respective 
States/UTs, with the Centre to State share in ratio of 60:40 (except for North-Eastern and Hilly 
States, where the share is 90:10). 

¶ ΨCƛǘ LƴŘƛŀΩ movement was launched recently to highlight the need to stay healthy amid rising instances 
of lifestyle disorders and non-communicable diseases (NCDs).  

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims link 

1. What is diabetes? 
2. Different types of diabetes and the 

differences between them 
3. Risk factors related to this disease 
4. Programmes or policies related to this 

 

Mains link 
Examine the steps taken by the government to 
combat the rising diabetes cases in India 
 
Insta-curious link: Insulin- What it is and how it 
works? 
 

Source: The Hindu 
 

5. What is Mosquirix, the first malaǊƛŀ ǾŀŎŎƛƴŜ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ²IhΩǎ ōŀŎƪƛƴƎΚ  
Context:  
RTS,S/ASO1 (RTS.S), trade name Mosquirix, was recently endorsed by the World Health Organisation (WHO).  

 It is the first and, to date only, vaccine shown to have the capability of significantly reducing malaria, 
and life-threatening severe malaria, in tests on young African children.  

 
About Mosquirix:  

 The vaccine acts against P. falciparum, the most deadly malaria parasite globally, and the most 
prevalent in Africa.  

 It is also the first malaria vaccine to be introduced by three national ministries of health through their 
childhood immunization programmes τ Ghana, Kenya, and Malawi.  

 
About Malaria:  
Malaria is a life-threatening disease caused by parasites that are transmitted to people through the bites of 
infected female Anopheles mosquitoes.  
 
Malaria burden across the world:  

 Malaria is most endemic in Africa, with Nigeria, Congo, Tanzania, Mozambique, Niger and Burkina Faso 
together accounting for over half the yearly deaths.  

 Even now, the disease kills over four lakh every year, according to WHO figures.  
 Children aged under 5 years are the most vulnerable group affected by malaria; in 2019, they 

accounted for 67% (274,000) of all malaria deaths worldwide.  
 In 2019, India had an estimated 5.6 million cases of malaria compared to about 20 million cases in 

2020.  
 
Countries that have eliminated malaria:  
Countries that have achieved at least 3 consecutive years of zero indigenous cases of malaria are eligible to 
apply for the WHO certification of malaria elimination.  
Over the last two decades, 11 countries have been certified by the WHO Director-General as malaria-free:  

 United Arab Emirates (2007), Morocco (2010), Turkmenistan (2010), Armenia (2011), Sri Lanka (2016), 
Kyrgyzstan (2016), Paraguay (2018), Uzbekistan (2018), Algeria (2019), Argentina (2019), and El 
Salvador (2021).  
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Challenges ahead:  
The latest vaccine is considered only the first step towards effective immunisation of the global population 
against malaria. This vaccine is able to prevent severe cases of malaria in only 30 percent of the cases, and the 
quest for more effective vaccines is still underway.  
 
Reasons for the failure to develop a malaria vaccine so far:  

1. The complexity of the life-cycle of the malaria-causing parasite, a part of which is spent in the human 
host.  

2. These parasites are also able to hide inside human cells to avoid being recognised by the immune 
system, creating further challenges.  

3. Lack of funding and interest in developing a malaria vaccine.  
4. The vaccine manufacturers have little incentive for malaria vaccines.  

 
Insta Curious: Did you know that China is the first country in the WHO Western Pacific Region to be awarded a 
malaria-free certification in more than 3 decades? Reference: read this.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Difference and examples of various 
diseases caused by Virus and Bacteria.  

2. Malaria- causes and treatment.  
3. About WHO Certification process.  

4. Overview of WHO World Malaria Report 
2020.  

 
Mains Link:  
5ƛǎŎǳǎǎ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ǘŀǊƎŜǘŜŘ ŀǘ aŀƭŀǊƛŀ control. 

 
Link: https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GU7927L71.1&imageview=0.  
 

6. Ayushman Bharat PM-JAY: 
Context: 
The National Health Authority (NHA), the apex body for implementing the Ayushman Bharat Pradhan Mantri 
Jan Arogya Yojana (AB-PMJAY), has revised the Health Benefit Package (HBP) Master under the scheme.  
 
In the revised version of Health Benefit Package (HBP 2.2):  

 Rates of some packages have been increased by 20% to 400% under the PM-JAY.  
 Rates of around 400 procedures have been revised and one new additional medical management 

package related to black fungus has also been added.  
 
Key Features of PM-JAY:  

1. ¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ƭŀǊgest health insurance/ assurance scheme fully financed by the government. 
2. It provides cover of 5 lakhs per family per year, for secondary and tertiary care hospitalization across 

public and private empaneled hospitals in India. 
3. Coverage: Over 10.74 crore poor and vulnerable entitled families (approximately 50 crore beneficiaries) 

are eligible for these benefits. 
4. Provides cashless access to health care services for the beneficiary at the point of service.  
5. The National Health Authority (NHA) is the nodal agency responsible for the nationwide roll-out and 

implementation of the AB-PMJAY scheme.  
6. This scheme is a Centrally sponsored scheme with some Central sector components.  

 
Eligibility:  

1. No restrictions on family size, age or gender. 
2. All preςexisting conditions are covered from day one. 
3. Covers up to 3 days of pre-hospitalization and 15 days post-hospitalization expenses such as 

diagnostics and medicines. 
4. Benefits of the scheme are portable across the country. 
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5. Services include approximately 1,393 procedures covering all the costs related to treatment, including 
ōǳǘ ƴƻǘ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŘǊǳƎǎΣ ǎǳǇǇƭƛŜǎΣ ŘƛŀƎƴƻǎǘƛŎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΣ ǇƘȅǎƛŎƛŀƴΩǎ ŦŜŜǎΣ ǊƻƻƳ ŎƘŀǊƎŜǎΣ ǎǳǊƎŜƻƴ ŎƘŀǊƎŜǎΣ 
OT and ICU charges etc. 

6. Public hospitals are reimbursed for the healthcare services at par with the private hospitals. 
 
As per the latest economic survey:  

1. The Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (PM-JAY) contributed to improvement in many health 
outcomes in States that implemented the programme. 

2. States that joined the PM-JAY, compared to those that did not, experienced greater penetration of 
health insurance, reduction in infant and child mortality rates, realised improved access and utilisation 
of family planning services and greater awareness of HIV/AIDS. 

3. Across all the States, the proportion of households with health insurance increased by 54% for States 
that implemented PM-JAY while falling by 10% in States that did not. 

 
Insta Curious: Did you know that the National Health Authority has also been given the responsibility to 
implement the National Digital Health Mission? Reference:  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Components of Ayushman Bharat. 
2. PMJAY- Key features. 
3. Eligibility. 

4. About the National Health Agency. 
5. SEHAT scheme. 

 
Mains Link: 
Discuss the significance and potential of PMJAY.  

 

7. ΨhƴŜ IŜŀƭǘƘΩ consortium:  
Context:  
The Department of Biotechnology has launched ŀ ΨhƴŜ IŜŀƭǘƘΩ ŎƻƴǎƻǊǘƛǳƳΦ This is ǘƘŜ CƛǊǎǘ ΨhƴŜ IŜŀƭǘƘΩ 
project of the DBT.  
 
About the project:  

 It envisages carrying out surveillance of important bacterial, viral and parasitic infections of zoonotic 
as well as transboundary pathogens in the country.  

 The project also looks into use of existing diagnostic tests and development of additional 
methodologies for surveillance and understanding the spread of emerging diseases.  

 
Composition:  
¢ƘŜ ΨhƴŜ IŜŀƭǘƘ /ƻƴǎƻǊǘƛǳƳΩ Ŏƻƴǎƛǎǘǎ ƻŦ нт ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƭŜŘ by DBT-National Institute of Animal 
Biotechnology, Hyderabad.  
 
Need for and significance of 'One Health' approach:  
The Covid-мф ǇŀƴŘŜƳƛŎ ǎƘƻǿŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ΨhƴŜ IŜŀƭǘƘΩ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ƛƴŦŜŎǘƛƻus 
diseases, specially efforts to prevent and contain zoonotic diseases throughout the world.  

 Therefore, there is a need for a holistic approach to understand the health of human, animals and 
wildlife to minimise the damage caused by future pandemics.  

 
What is the OneHealth concept?  

 One Health is the collaborative efforts of multiple disciplines working locally, nationally, and globally, to 
attain optimal health for people, animals and our environment, as defined by the One Health Initiative 
Task Force.  

 One Health model facilitates interdisciplinary approach in disease control so as to control emerging and 
existing zoonotic threats.  

 
What are zoonotic diseases?  
The word 'Zoonosis' (Pleural: Zoonoses) was introduced by Rudolf Virchow in 1880 to include collectively the 
diseases shared in nature by man and animals.  
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 Later WHO in 1959 defined that Zoonoses are those diseases and infections which are naturally 
transmitted between vertebrate animals and man.  

 Zoonoses may be bacterial, viral, or parasitic, or may involve unconventional agents.  
 
Concerns:  
As well as being a public health problem, many of the major zoonotic diseases prevent the efficient production 
of food of animal origin and create obstacles to international trade in animal products.  
 
LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ŦǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪΣ Ǉƭŀƴǎ:  
LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ΨhƴŜ IŜŀƭǘƘΩ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ŘŜǊƛǾŜǎ ƛǘǎ 
blueprint from the agreement between 
the tripartite-plus alliance comprising the 
Food and Agriculture Organization of the 
United Nations (FAO), the World 
Organisation for Animal Health (OIE), the 
World Health Organization (WHO) and 
the United Nations Environment 
Programme (UNEP) τ a global initiative 
supported by the United Nations 
/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ CǳƴŘ ό¦bL/9Cύ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘ 
Bank under the overarching goal of 
contributing ǘƻ ΨhƴŜ ²ƻǊƭŘΣ hƴŜ IŜŀƭǘƘΩΦ  

 In keeping with the long-term 
objectives, India established a 
National Standing Committee on 
Zoonoses as far back as the 
1980s.  

 This year, funds were sanctioned for setting up ŀ Ψ/ŜƴǘǊŜ ŦƻǊ hƴŜ IŜŀƭǘƘΩ ŀǘ bŀƎǇǳǊΦ  
 The Department of Animal Husbandry and Dairying (DAHD) has launched several schemes to mitigate 

the prevalence of animal diseases since 2015, with a funding pattern along the lines of 60:40 (Centre: 
State); 90:10 for the Northeastern States, and 100% funding for Union Territories.  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. One Health component under the National 
Mission on Biodiversity and Human Well 
Being.  

2. Zoonotic vs vector-borne diseases.  
3. Common OneHealth issues.  

 
Mains Link: One Health model is a globally accepted model for research on epidemiology, diagnosis and control 
of zoonotic diseases. Discuss. 
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8. Global Hunger Index:  
Context:  
Global Hunger Index 2021 has been released.  
 
Performance of India:  

 India has slipped seven places to rank 101 
among 116 countries. The level of hunger in 
LƴŘƛŀ ǿŀǎ ΨǎŜǊƛƻǳǎΩ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘΦ  

 It ranked fourth among South Asian countries.  
 Only 15 other countries ranked below India on 

the Index.  
 Bangladesh (76), Nepal (76) and Pakistan (92) 

have fared much better than India on the index.  
 In 2020, India ranked at 94 among 107 countries 

on the Index.  
 LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ǎŎƻǊŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ LƴŘŜȄ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ǘǿƻ 

decades has declined by 10 points.  
 Globally, India ranked among the woǊǎǘ ƛƴ ΨŎƘƛƭŘ 
ǿŀǎǘƛƴƎΩ ƻǊ ΨǿŜƛƎƘǘ ŦƻǊ ƘŜƛƎƘǘΩΦ Lǘǎ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ 
was worse than Djibouti and Somalia.  

 
What Is The Global Hunger Index?  
The Global Hunger Index (GHI) is published annually 
as part of a partnership between Concern Worldwide, 
LǊŜƭŀƴŘΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜst aid and humanitarian agency and 
Welthungerhilfe.  

 The first GHI report was published in 2006.  
 ¢ƘŜ DIL ƛǎ ƛƴǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ άŀ ǘƻƻƭ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǘƻ 

comprehensively measure and track hunger at 
global, regional, and national levels".  

 
How were countries ranked?  
Four indicators were considered for calculating the 
global score out of 100, in order to decide the ranking:  

1. Undernourishment.  
2. Child wasting (percentage of children below 

five years of age who have low weight for 
their height, reflecting acute undernutrition).  

3. Child stunting (percentage of children below five years of age who have low height for their age, 
reflecting chronic undernutrition).  

4. Child mortality (the mortality rate of children under the age of five).  
A three-step process based on standardisation of scores on each of the indicators and their aggregation yields a 
ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ DIL ǎŎƻǊŜ ƻƴ ŀ млл-Ǉƻƛƴǘ ΨDIL {ŜǾŜǊƛǘȅ {ŎŀƭŜΩΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ л ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ǎŎƻǊŜ ŀƴŘ млл ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊǎǘΦ  
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Things that made the situation more 
worse:  
Conflict, climate change and the novel 
coronavirus disease (COVID-19) 
pandemic have exacerbated the food 
security situation across the globe 
including India.  
 
But, why India Has Dismissed 2021 
Global Hunger Index Ranking?  
India came out strongly against the 
publishers of the annual Global Hunger 
Index over the questions of methodology 
and data sources amid a decline in the 
ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ǊŀƴƪƛƴƎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎƭƛŘ ŦǊƻƳ фп ƛƴ 
2020 to 101 in 2021.  
Global Hunger Report 2021 has lowered 
the rank of India on the basis of FAO 
estimate.  

 Terming the FAO methodology 
άǳƴǎŎƛŜƴǘƛŦƛŎϦΣ LƴŘƛŀ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŀǘ άǘƘŜ ǎŎƛŜƴǘƛŦƛŎ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǳƴŘŜǊƴƻǳǊƛǎƘƳŜƴǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜ 
measurement of weight and height, whereas the methodology involved here is based on Gallup poll 
based on pure telephonic estimate of the population".  

 Also, India said that ǘƘŜ άǊŜǇƻǊǘ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƭȅ ŘƛǎǊŜƎŀǊŘǎ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘϥǎ ƳŀǎǎƛǾŜ ŜŦŦƻǊǘ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ 
food security of the entire population during the Covid period, verifiable data on which are available".  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About GHI.  

2. Indicators.  
3. Rankings.  
4. India's performance.  

 
Mains Link: Discuss about the issues associated with the ranking of the countries in GHI. Suggest measures to 
improve the ranking methodology.  
 
Link: https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/health/india-slips-7-spots-to-rank-101-among-116-countries-on-
global-hunger-index-79717.  
 

9. Impact of COVID-19 on TB elimination efforts:  
Context:  
The Global TB report has been released by the World Health Organization (WHO).  
 
Key findings:  

1. The world suffered huge reverses in progress towards tuberculosis (TB) elimination in 2020, thanks to 
the novel coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic.  

2. The biggest impact was felt in terms of detection of new cases. This means a large number of cases 
went undetected due to highly curtailed access to diagnostics and restrictions imposed to contain the 
pandemic. From 2016-2019, the number of new cases rose continuously, but fell dramatically to 20 per 
cent in 2020.  

3. The big global drop in notifications of TB cases in 2020, as compared with 2019, means that the gap 
between the number of people who actually got the disease and the new people who got diagnosed 
άǿƛŘŜƴŜŘ ǎǳōǎǘŀƴǘƛŀƭƭȅέ ƛƴ нлнлΦ ¢ƘŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ŜǎǘƛƳŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƎŀǇ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ пΦм Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ cases.  

4. India contributed the biggest drop in detection of new cases. Some 41 per cent of the total number of 
cases that dropped in 2020, as compared to 2019, came from India. Thus, a large chunk of TB cases 
went missing in the country.  
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5. The biggest fallout of the decline in notification of new cases is that it has resulted in an increase in 
TB deaths. TB was ranked the 13th leading cause of death globally till 2019. Thanks to huge setbacks, it 
is now estimated to be the second leading cause, only after COVID-19.  

6. ¢ƘŜ Ψ9ƴŘ ¢. {ǘǊŀǘŜƎȅΩ ƳƛƭŜǎǘƻƴŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǊŜŘǳŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ¢. Řisease burden by 2020 were a 35 per cent 
reduction in the number of TB deaths. Instead, the global reduction in the corresponding time period 
has only been 9.2 per cent.  

 
What is TB?  

1. TB is an infectious disease caused by the bacillus Mycobacterium tuberculosis.  
2. It typically affects the lungs (pulmonary TB) but can also affect other sites.  
3. The disease is spread when people who are sick with pulmonary TB expel bacteria into the air, for 

example by coughing.  
 
India's efforts in this regard:  

1. India is aggressively implementing its fully-funded National Strategic Plan to End TB.  
2. In the last few years, 50 million people have been treated.  
3. India seeks to achieve national scale-up of TB preventive treatment (TPT).  
4. It also seeks to achieve the UN High-Level Meeting (UNHLM) targets of 40 million persons started on 

TB treatment and 30 million on TPT globally in the remaining 18 months.  
5. Sub-national Certification of States and Districts instituted in 2020- The initiative marks 

districts/States-¦¢ǎ ƻƴ άtǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ¢. CǊŜŜ {ǘŀǘǳǎέ under different categories measured with 
graded milestones of decline in TB incidence.  

 
Insta Curious: Have you heard about Bacillus Calmette-Guerin (BCG) vaccination? What is it used for? 
Reference: read this.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. SDG on TB reduction.  
2. What is NTEP and the goal under it?  

3. About Central TB Division.  
4. Annual TB report is released by?  
5. What is TB? How is it caused?  

 
Mains Link: άLƴŘƛŀΩǎ ¢. ǊŜǇƻǊǘ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ǎŜŜƴ ƛƴ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ǎƭƛŘŜ ƛƴ IǳƴƎŜǊ LƴŘŜȄέΣ critically analyse the 
statement in the light of recently released Annual India Tuberculosis (TB) report.  
 
Link: https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/health/covid-19-reverses-decades-of-progress-in-tb-elimination-
india-worst-hit-who-79712.  
 

10. Ebola Outbreak:  
Context:  
Ebola resurfaces in Democratic Republic of Congo 4 months 
after outbreak contained.  
 
Background:  
The Ebola outbreak in 2014-2016 killed 11,300 people, mostly 
in Guinea, Sierra Leone and Liberia.  

 In May 2021, the Democratic Republic of the Congo 
(DRC) officially declared the end of the 12th Ebola 
outbreak.  

 
About Ebola:  
Ebola virus disease (EVD), formerly known as Ebola 
haemorrhagic fever, is a severe, often fatal illness in humans.  
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Transmission: The virus is transmitted to people from wild animals and spreads in the human population 
through human-to-human transmission.  
The average EVD case fatality rate is around 50%. Case fatality rates have varied from 25% to 90% in past 
outbreaks.  
Prevention: Community engagement is key to successfully controlling outbreaks. Good outbreak control relies 
on case management, surveillance and contact tracing, a good laboratory service and social mobilisation.  
Treatment: Early supportive care with rehydration, symptomatic treatment improves survival. There is yet no 
licensed treatment proven to neutralise the virus but a range of blood, immunological and drug therapies are 
under development.  
 
Insta Curious: Do you know what exactly is the Public Health Emergency of International Concern? How many 
PHEIC declarations have been made so far?  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. How is Ebola spread?  
2. What are zoonotic diseases?  
3. Differences between virus, bacteria and 

other pathogens.  

4. Where is Congo?  
5. Regions in Africa where Ebola outbreak was 

observed?  
 
Mains Link: Discuss how the Ebola pandemic was 
handled by Congo Republic.  

 
Link: https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/africa/ebola-resurfaces-in-democratic-republic-of-congo-4-
months-after-outbreak-contained-79630. 
 

11. Why Covaxin is yet to win WHO's emergency approval?  
Context:  
The ²ƻǊƭŘ IŜŀƭǘƘ hǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ό²IhΩǎύ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŀƭ ŦƻǊ WHO pre-qualification, or Emergency Use Listing 
(EUL) ŦƻǊ .ƘŀǊŀǘ .ƛƻǘŜŎƘ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ [ǘŘΩǎ ŎƻǾƛŘ-19 vaccine is moving according to procedure and the Indian 
ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ƘŀǎǘŜ ƛƴ ǇǳǎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ƛǎ ƻnly adding to speculation about the alleged delay.  
 
What's the issue?  
The delay in India's indigenous vaccine getting emergency use authorisation is because WHO has raised some 
more questions on Covaxin and the queries have been sent to Bharat Biotech for further clarification.  

 As per the World Health Organisation, it is waiting for an additional piece of information from the 
Hyderabad-based biotechnology company before it evaluates the vaccine.  

 
Why WHO's approval is necessary?  
LŦ .ƘŀǊŀǘ .ƛƻǘŜŎƘΩǎ /ƻǾaxin gets the approval, those inoculated with the vaccine can travel to countries that 
permit entry of fully vaccinated people. The company can also export it to countries that use vaccines approved 
by WHO.  
 
About WHO's Emergency Use List (EUL):  
The WHO Emergency Use Listing Procedure (EUL) is a risk-based procedure for assessing and listing unlicensed 
vaccines, therapeutics and in vitro diagnostics with the ultimate aim of expediting the availability of these 
products to people affected by a public health emergency.  
 
To be eligible, the following criteria must be met:  

1. The disease for which the product is intended is serious or immediately life threatening, has the 
potential of causing an outbreak, epidemic or pandemic and it is reasonable to consider the product for 
an EUL assessment, e.g., there are no licensed products for the indication or for a critical subpopulation 
(e.g., children).  

2. Existing products have not been successful in eradicating the disease or preventing outbreaks (in the 
case of vaccines and medicines).  
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3. The product is manufactured in compliance with current Good Manufacturing Practices (GMP) in the 
case of medicines and vaccines and under a functional Quality Management System (QMS) in the case 
of IVDs.  

4. The applicant undertakes to complete the development of the product (validation and verification of 
the product in the case of IVDs) and apply for WHO prequalification once the product is licensed.  

 

  
 
Insta Curious: What is emergency use authorisation (EUA)? How is it regulated in India? Reference:  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. European Union- Composition and 
objectives.  

2. About WHO EUL.  

3. Benefits.  
4. Eligibility.  

 
Mains Link: Write a note on WHO's EUL.  

 

12. Ay.4.2: All You Need To Know About Delta Covid Strain's Subvariant:  
Context:  
AY.4.2 is a descendant of the Delta variant of COVID-19. The Delta variant, also known as B.1.617.2, was first 
identified in India in October 2020.  

 The AY.4.2 (dubbed "Delta Plus" and now named VUI-21OCT-01 by the UK Health Security Agency 
(UKHSA)) sub-lineage contains 2 mutations in its spike protein τ A222V and Y145H.  

 
Spread:  
Presently, the United Kingdom accounts for 96 per cent cases of AY.4.2, followed by Denmark and Germany at 
1 per cent each. It has also been reported in the US, Israel, and Russia.  
In India, cases have been detected in Madhya Pradesh and Maharashtra.  
 
How dangerous is AY.4.2?  
The UKHSA stated that though evidence on AY.4.2 is still emerging, as of now, it doesn't appear to cause more 
severe diseases. In terms of COVID-19 jabs, the sub-lineage does not render the vaccines currently deployed 
any less effective against it.  
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How do variants of a virus emerge and why?  
1. Variants of a virus have one or more mutations that differentiate it from the other variants that are in 

circulation.  
2. Essentially, the goal of the virus is to reach a stage where it can cohabitate with humans because it 

needs a host to survive.  
3. Errors in the viral RNA are called 

mutations, and viruses with these 
mutations are called variants. 
Variants could differ by a single 
or many mutations.  

 
What is a mutation?  

 A mutation means a change in the genetic sequence of the virus.  
 In the case of SARS-CoV-2, which is an Ribonucleic acid (RNA) virus, a mutation means a change in the 

sequence in which its molecules are arranged.  
 A mutation in an RNA virus often happens when the virus makes a mistake while it is making copies 

of itself.  
 
Insta Curious: Do you know Variants of Interest and Variants of High Consequence?  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. What is Covid 19?  
2. What is mutation?  
3. What is mRNA?  
4. What is the RT- PCR test?  

5. What is genome sequencing?  
6. What is a variant of concern?  

 
Mains Link: Discuss the concerns associated with 
mutations of Covid- 19 virus.  

 
Link: https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehindu.com/news/national/karnataka/two-samples-in-
karnataka-found-infected-with-ay42/article37181636.ece/amp/.  
 

13. What is Ayushman Bharat Health Infrastructure Mission?  
Context:  
Prime Minister Narendra Modi recently launched the Ayushman Bharat Health Infrastructure Mission, one of 
the largest pan-India schemes for strengthening healthcare infrastructure, in his parliamentary constituency 
Varanasi.  
 
About the scheme:  

 The scheme aims at strengthening healthcare infrastructure across the country.  
 Its objective is to fill gaps in public health infrastructure, especially in critical care facilities and primary 

care in both urban and rural areas.  
 Through this, critical care services will be available in all the districts of the country with more than 

five lakh population through exclusive critical care hospital blocks, while the remaining districts will 
be covered through referral services.  

 People will have access to a full range of diagnostic services in the public healthcare system through a 
network of laboratories across the country, and integrated public health labs will be set up in all the 
districts.  

 Integrated public health labs will also be set up in all districts, ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ άŀ Ŧǳƭƭ ǊŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ 
ŘƛŀƎƴƻǎǘƛŎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎέ through a network of laboratories across the country.  

 An IT-enabled disease surveillance system will be established through a network of surveillance 
laboratories at block, district, regional and national levels.  

 All the public health labs will be connected through the Integrated Health Information Portal, which 
will be expanded to all states and UTs.  

 
Institutions to be set-up under the scheme:  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://www.genome.gov/genetics-glossary/Mutation#:~:text=A%20mutation%20is%20a%20change,mutagens%2C%20or%20infection%20by%20viruses.
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/variants/variant-info.html.
https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehindu.com/news/national/karnataka/two-samples-in-karnataka-found-infected-with-ay42/article37181636.ece/amp/
https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehindu.com/news/national/karnataka/two-samples-in-karnataka-found-infected-with-ay42/article37181636.ece/amp/


 

www.insightsonindia.com       65  InsightsIAS 

Under the scheme, a national institution for one health, four new national institutes for virology, a regional 
research platform for WHO South East Asia Region, nine biosafety level-III laboratories, and five new regional 
national centres for disease control will be set up.  
 
Benefits and significance of the scheme:  
It will provide support for 17,788 rural health and wellness centres in 10 high-focus states. Further, 11,024 
urban health and wellness centres will be established in all the States.  
 
A brief overview of healthcare Infrastructure in India:  
India has long been in need of a ubiquitous healthcare system. Here are the findings of a latest survey:  

 70 percent of the locations have public healthcare services. However, availability was less in rural areas 
(65 per cent) compared to urban areas (87 per cent).  

 In 45 per cent of the surveyed locations, people could access healthcare services by walking, whereas 
in 43 per cent of the locations they needed to use transport.  

 The survey also found that proximity to healthcare services is higher in urban localities: 64 percent of 
the enumerators in urban areas observed that people can access healthcare services by walking, while 
only 37 per cent in rural areas can do so.  

 
Insta Curious:  
The Prime Minister had recently launched another scheme, the Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission (ABDM), a 
flagship digital initiative involving the creation of not just a unique health ID for every citizen, but also a digital 
healthcare professionals and facilities registry. Reference: read this.  
 
Link: https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/pm-modi-launches-ayushman-bharat-health-infrastructure-
mission/article37159801.ece/amp/. 
 

14. Pneumococcal 13-valent Conjugate Vaccine (PCV):  
Context:  
The government has launched a nationwide expansion of Pneumococcal 13-valent Conjugate Vaccine (PCV) 
under the Universal Immunisation Programme (UIP) as a part of Ψ!ȊŀŘƛ ƪŀ !ƳǊƛǘ aŀƘƻǘǎŀǾΩΦ  

 It was for the first time in the country that PCV would be available for universal use.  
 PCV13 protects against 13 types of bacteria that cause pneumococcal disease.  

 
What is Pneumonia?  

 Pneumonia caused by pneumococcus is the most common cause of severe pneumonia in children.  
 Pneumonia was a leading cause of death among children under five, globally and in India. Around 16% 

of deaths in children occur due to pneumonia in India.  
 
What is Pneumococcal disease?  
Pneumococcal disease refers to any illness caused by pneumococcal bacteria. These bacteria can cause many 
types of illnesses, including pneumonia, which is an infection of the lungs. Pneumococcal bacteria are one of 
the most common causes of pneumonia. 
 
Universal Immunization Programme:  

 It was launched in 1985 to prevent mortality and morbidity in children and pregnant women against 12 
vaccine-preventable diseases.  

 Under UIP, free of cost vaccination is provided against twelve vaccine-preventable diseases i.e. 
Tuberculosis, Diphtheria, Pertussis, Tetanus, Polio, Hepatitis B, Pneumonia and Meningitis due to 
Haemophilus Influenzae type b (Hib), Measles, Rubella, Japanese Encephalitis (JE) and Rotavirus 
diarrhoea.  

 The programme is one of the largest health programmes in the world. Despite being operational for 
many years, UIP has been able to fully immunize only 65% of children under 1 year of age.  

 
Insta Curious: Have you heard about Mission Indradhanush? What are its objectives? Reference: read this.  
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Did you know that in 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нлнлΣ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ Ŧǳƭƭȅ ƛƴŘƛƎŜƴƻǳǎƭȅ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ǇƴŜǳƳƻŎƻŎŎŀƭ ŎƻƴƧǳƎŀǘŜ 
ǾŀŎŎƛƴŜ άtƴŜǳƳƻǎƛƭέ ǿŀǎ ƭŀǳƴŎƘŜŘΚ wŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΥ ǊŜŀŘ this.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Pneumonia- types, causes and symptoms. 
2. Antigens vs Antibodies. 
3. How a vaccine works? 
4. Types of vaccines. 

5. About DGCI. 
6. Procedure to be followed for vaccine 

approval in India. 
 
Mains Link: What is Pneumococcal disease? What 
are the concerns associated with it? Discuss.  

 
Link: https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GM494S2QG.1&imageview=0.  
 

Topics: Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability,  e-governance 
applications, models, successes, limitations, and potential; citizens charters, transparency & 
accountability and institutional and other measures.  

1. Pending RTI pleas:  
Context:  
A report on the Performance of Information Commissions in India, 2021 was recently released.  
 
Key findings:  

1. CIC has three vacancies left and has not functioned at its full strength of 10 Commissioners.  
2. There were delays in disposing of cases due to both shortage of personnel and inefficient operations.  
3. Based on the present strength, twelve State Information Commissions plus the Central Information 

Commission (CIC) would need at least a year to dispose of their appeals.  
 
About the RTI Act, 2005: 
It sets out the rules and procedures regarding citizens' right to information. 
It replaced the former Freedom of Information Act, 2002. 

 This act was enacted in order to consolidate the fundamental right in the Indian constitution 'freedom 
of speech'. Since RTI is implicit in the Right to Freedom of Speech and Expression under Article 19 of 
the Indian Constitution, it is an implied fundamental right. 

 
Key Provisions: 

 Section 4 of the RTI Act requires suo motu disclosure of information by each public authority. 
 Section 8 (1) mentions exemptions against furnishing information under RTI Act. 
 Section 8 (2) provides for disclosure of information exempted under Official Secrets Act, 1923 if larger 

public interest is served. 
 
Information Commissioners and PIOs: 

 The Act also provides for appointment of Information Commissioners at Central and State level. 
 Public authorities have designated some of its officers as Public Information Officer. They are 

responsible to give information to a person who seeks information under the RTI Act. 
 
Time period: 
In normal course, information to an applicant is to be supplied within 30 days from the receipt of application by 
the public authority. 

 If information sought concerns the life or liberty of a person, it shall be supplied within 48 hours. 
 In case the application is sent through the Assistant Public Information Officer or it is sent to a wrong 

public authority, five days shall be added to the period of thirty days or 48 hours, as the case may be. 
 
Applicability of RTI to: 
Private bodies: 
Private bodies are not within the Act's ambit directly. 
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 In a decision of Sarbjit roy vs Delhi Electricity Regulatory Commission, the Central Information 
Commission also reaffirmed that privatised public utility companies fall within the purview of RTI. 

 
Political parties: 
The Central Information Commission (CIC) had held that the political parties are public authorities and are 
answerable to citizens under the RTI Act. 
But in August 2013 the government introduced a Right To Information (Amendment) Bill which would remove 
political parties from the scope of the law. 

 Currently no parties are under the RTI Act and a case has been filed for bringing all political parties 
under it. 

 
Chief Justice of India: 
Supreme Court of India on 13 November 2019, upheld the decision of Delhi High Court bringing the office of 
Chief Justice of India under the purview of Right to Information (RTI) Act. 
 
The RTI Amendment Act of 2019:  

1. The Centre shall have the powers to set the salaries and service conditions of Information 
Commissioners at central as well as state levels. 

2. Term of the central Chief Information Commissioner and Information Commissioners: appointment will 
ōŜ άŦƻǊ ǎǳŎƘ ǘŜǊƳ ŀǎ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ǇǊŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘέΦ 

3. While the original Act prescribes salaries, allowances and other terms of service of the state Chief 
LƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŜǊ ŀǎ άǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ŀǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƻŦ ŀƴ 9ƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŜǊέΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƭŀǊƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ 
other ǘŜǊƳǎ ƻŦ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜ LƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŜǊǎ ŀǎ άǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ŀǎ ǘƘŀǘ of the Chief 
{ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘέΣ ǘƘŜ ŀƳŜƴŘƳŜƴǘ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ άǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ 
ǇǊŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘέΦ  

 
Why these amendments are criticised?  

 The amendments are seen as ŀ άǘƘǊŜŀǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴŎŜέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /Ŝƴtral Information 
Commissioner. 

 By diminishing the status of the CIC, IC and State CIC from that of a Supreme Court judge would reduce 
their ability to issue directives to senior government functionaries. 

 The amendments would empower the Centre to make rules to decide the tenure, salary, allowances 
and other terms of service of information commissioners of the Central and also State Information 
Commissions. This will fundamentally weaken the institution of the information commissions as it 
will adversely impact the ability of commissioners to function in an independent manner. 

 The government held no public consultations on the Bill. 
 

Insta Curious: Do you know the Right to Information Act in India and UK Freedom of Information Act came 
into force the same year - 2005? 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Definition of Public Authority under the act. 
2. Exceptions under the act. 
3. About Chief Information Commissioner. 
4. State Information Commissioners. 

5. Public Information Officers. 
6. Latest amendments. 

 
Mains Link: 
Discuss the significance of the RTI Act, 2005.

 

Topics: India and its neighbourhood - relations.  

1. China-Taiwan relations:  
Context:  
Taiwan recently reported that 38 Chinese military jets flew into its defence air zone, claiming it as one of the 
biggest incursions by Beijing.  
 
Recent clashes between China and Taiwan:  
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 China has increased diplomatic, economic and military pressure on Taiwan, whose residents 
oveǊǿƘŜƭƳƛƴƎƭȅ ǊŜƧŜŎǘ .ŜƛƧƛƴƎΩǎ ŘŜƳŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǳƴƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƛƴƭŀƴŘΦ  

 China has long blocked Taiwan from taking part in the UN and other international organizations and 
has stepped up such pressure since the election of Taiwanese President Tsai Ing-wen in 2016.  

 
Background:  
Beijing considers Taiwan a province of China. Taiwan, on the other hand, considers itself to be a sovereign 
state. Relations between the two have historically been sour because of issues such as sovereignty, foreign 
relations and military build-up.  
 
China- Taiwan relations- Background: 
China has claimed Taiwan through its άƻƴŜ /Ƙƛƴŀέ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ since the Chinese civil war forced the defeated 
Kuomintang, or Nationalist, to flee to the island in 1949 and has vowed to bring it under BeijƛƴƎΩǎ ǊǳƭŜΣ ōȅ ŦƻǊŎŜ 
if necessary.  

 While Taiwan is self-governed and de facto independent, it has never formally declared independence 
from the mainland.  

 Under ǘƘŜ άƻƴŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΣ ǘǿƻ ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎέ ŦƻǊƳǳƭŀ, Taiwan would have the right to run its own affairs; a 
similar arrangement is used in Hong Kong.  

Presently, Taiwan is claimed by China, which refuses diplomatic relations with 
countries that recognise the region.  
 
Indo- Taiwan relations: 

 Although they do not have formal diplomatic ties, Taiwan and India 
have been cooperating in various fields. 

 LƴŘƛŀ Ƙŀǎ ǊŜŦǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ŜƴŘƻǊǎŜ ǘƘŜ άƻƴŜ-/Ƙƛƴŀέ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ǎƛƴŎŜ нлмлΦ 
 
Insta Curious: Which all regions are administered by Chƛƴŀ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ άƻƴŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΣ ǘǿƻ ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎέ ŦƻǊƳǳƭŀΚ 
Reference:  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link: 

1. Location of Taiwan and its historical 
background. 

2. Regions being administered by China under 
One China policy. 

3. Is Taiwan represented at WHO and the 
United Nations? 

4. Countries in the South China Sea. 
5. Qing dynasty. 

 
Mains Link: 
Write a note on India- Taiwan bilateral relations.  

 
Link: https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-chinese-military-jets-taiwan-defence-zone-
7548080/lite/.  

2. The 2003 Ceasefire agreement:  
Context:  
India and Pakistan troops are reported to have exchanged fire briefly along the Line of Control (LoC) in Jammu 
ŀƴŘ YŀǎƘƳƛǊΩǎ YǳǇǿŀǊŀ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΦ  

 This is the first violation along the Kashmir Valley section of the de facto border since February this 
year.  

 
Background:  
India and Pakistan, in February 2021, issued a joint statement to strictly observe the 2003 Ceasefire agreement 
along the Line of Control (LoC).  
 
About the 2003 ceasefire agreement: 
The ceasefire agreement was reached in November 2003, four years after the Kargil War. 
On November 26, 2003 the ceasefire took effect along the entire stretch of the India-Pakistan frontier. 
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 It facilitated the opening of the Srinagar-Muzaffarabad and Poonch-Rawalkot routes, paving the way 
for bus and truck services linking the two Kashmirs for the first time in six decades and encouraging 
cross-LoC contacts, exchanges, travel, and trade. 

 The ceasefire also enabled India to complete the construction of a fence near the LoC to prevent 
tŀƪƛǎǘŀƴΩǎ ƛƴŦƛƭǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘŜǊǊƻrists into Kashmir, a project that it had begun a couple of decades earlier 
ōǳǘ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ǎǳǎǇŜƴŘ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ tŀƪƛǎǘŀƴΩǎ ŀǊǘƛƭƭŜǊȅ ŦƛǊŜΦ  

 
Significance?  

 The 2003 ceasefire agreement remains a milestone as it brought peace along the LoC until 2006. 
Between 2003 and 2006, not a single bullet was fired by the jawans of India and Pakistan.  

 But since 2006, ceasefire violations have become the norm with increasing frequency. Recent years 
have seen an increasing number of ceasefire violations despite an agreement reached in 2018 to 
adhere to the 2003 ceasefire agreement.  

 
What's the concern? 
This puts a question mark on how long the fresh commitment to ceasefire along the LoC can hold especially 
with summers approaching. As a matter of annual routine, terror infiltration bids from Pakistan increase as 
summer begins in the Kashmir Valley. Melting of ice on the high mountains offers Pakistan an opportunity to 
foment terrorism in the Valley. 
 
Insta Curious: Have a brief overview of disputed border areas in India. Reference: read this.  
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What is LoC and how is it established, 
geographical extent and significance? 

2. What is LAC? 
3. Where is Nathu la? 
4. Where is Pangong Tso? 

5. Who administers Akashi Chin? 
6. Where is Naku La? 
7. Who controls what in Pangong Tso lake 

region? 
 
Mains Link: Discuss the significance of Pangong Tso 
for India and China. 

 

3. Kalapani Dispute:  
Context:  
Nepalese political parties have a general consensus 
over the fact that Kalapani in Uttarakhand is part of 
bŜǇŀƭΩǎ ǎƻǾŜǊŜƛƎƴ ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊȅΣ said former Nepalese 
Foreign Minister. However, India rejected this claim.  
 
Where is Kalapani located?  
Located in ǘƘŜ ŜŀǎǘŜǊƴƳƻǎǘ ŎƻǊƴŜǊ ƻŦ ¦ǘǘŀǊŀƪƘŀƴŘΩǎ 
Pithoragarh district.  

 Shares a border on the north with the Tibet 
Autonomous Region of China and Nepal in the east and south.  

 It is wedged in between Limpiyadhura, Lipulekh and Kalapani.  
 The area is the largest territorial dispute between Nepal and India consisting of at least 37,000 hectares 

of land in the High Himalayas.  
 
Who controls the area?  
¢ƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ƛǎ ƛƴ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ōǳǘ bŜǇŀƭ ŎƭŀƛƳǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǊǘƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎ ǊŜŀǎons.  
 
What is the cause of the dispute?  
The Kalapani region derives its name from the river Kali. bŜǇŀƭΩǎ ŎƭŀƛƳǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴ ƛǎ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǊƛǾŜǊ ŀǎ ƛǘ 
became the marker of the boundary of the kingdom of Nepal following the Treaty of Sugauli signed between 
the Gurkha rulers of Kathmandu and the East India Company after the Gurkha War/Anglo-Nepal War (1814-
16). The treaty was ratified in 1816.  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_disputed_territories_of_India&ved=2ahUKEwi-iKe80bLzAhXjyjgGHZcgBYcQFnoECAQQBQ&usg=AOvVaw1eQdok7vLZVShRxGP54Vfy
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/05/25/why-are-india-and-nepal-fighting-over-kalapani/&ved=2ahUKEwjnxpTGmsTzAhW-7XMBHRuVDy0QFnoECAgQAQ&usg=AOvVaw0okqXikImVUzYCrbzK-cHO
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/11/09/kalapani-territory/&ved=2ahUKEwjnxpTGmsTzAhW-7XMBHRuVDy0QFnoECAUQAQ&usg=AOvVaw1czYH1AomVM9WTHC8oKn8E
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/03/139680/&ved=2ahUKEwiR7dHtmsTzAhXJFLcAHQQMABAQFnoECBYQAQ&usg=AOvVaw26evt6eZK9KwR1maKfVMMX
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/08/03/1947-pact-on-gorkha-soldiers/&ved=2ahUKEwjR8LX9msTzAhU7gtgFHerrDzAQFnoECAgQAQ&usg=AOvVaw0K0bHv0aoBzlM9-HINzgZs
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/08/03/1947-pact-on-gorkha-soldiers/&ved=2ahUKEwjR8LX9msTzAhU7gtgFHerrDzAQFnoECAgQAQ&usg=AOvVaw0K0bHv0aoBzlM9-HINzgZs


 

www.insightsonindia.com       70  InsightsIAS 

 According to the treaty, Nepal lost the regions of Kumaon-Garhwal in the west and Sikkim in the east.  
 According to Article 5, the King of Nepal gave up his claims over the region west of the river Kali which 

originates in the High Himalayas and flows into the great plains of the Indian subcontinent.  
 !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŜŀǘȅΣ ǘƘŜ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ ǊǳƭŜǊǎ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǎŜŘ bŜǇŀƭΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ŦŜƭƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ŝŀǎǘ ƻŦ 

the river Kali.  
 
Present issues:  

 AccordiƴƎ ǘƻ bŜǇŀƭΩǎ ŜȄǇŜǊǘǎΣ ǘƘŜ Ŝŀǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Yŀƭƛ ǊƛǾŜǊ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜƎƛƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊƛǾŜǊΦ ¢ƘŜ 
source according to them is in the mountains near Limpiyadhura, which is higher in altitude than the 
ǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ŦƭƻǿΦ  

 Nepal claims that a land mass, high in the mountains that falls to the east of the entire stretch starting 
from Limpiyadhura downwards, is theirs.  

 India on the other hand says the border begins at Kalapani which India says is where the river begins.  
 The dispute is mainly because of the varying interpretation of the origin of the river and its various 

tributaries that slice through the mountains.  
 ²ƘƛƭŜ bŜǇŀƭΩǎ ŎƭŀƛƳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊȅ Ŝŀǎǘ ƻŦ Yŀƭƛ ƛǎ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ [ƛƳǇƛȅŀŘƘǳǊŀ ƻǊƛƎƛƴΣ LƴŘƛŀ ǎŀȅǎ ǘƘŜ ǊƛǾŜǊ 

actually takes the name Kali near Kalapani.  
 
What is the current position?  

 Nepal has published a revised official map 
incorporating the territory from the Limpiyadhura 
source of the Kali to Kalapani and Lipulekh pass in the 
northeast of the triangular region as its territory.  

 Last year, the Cabinet led by Prime Minister K.P. 
Sharma Oli registered a constitution amendment 
motion to grant constitutional status to the map.  

 Indian observers say this move makes any future 
solution on the Kalapani issue nearly impossible as a 
constitutional guaǊŀƴǘŜŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƳŀƪŜ YŀǘƘƳŀƴŘǳΩǎ 
position inflexible.  

 
Insta Curious: Where is Naku La? Why is it controversial? Reference: read this.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Where is lipulekh?  
2. Source of Kali river.  
3. India and Nepal border.  
4. Where is Kalapani?  

5. Routes to MT KAILASH and Mansarovar.  
6. Rivers passing through China and India.  

 
Mains Link:  
How kalapani issue can be resolved? Discuss.  

 
Link: https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehindu.com/news/national/there-is-consensus-over-kalapani-
nepal-ex-minister/article36932185.ece/amp/.  
 

4. China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC): 
Context:  
The chief of the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) Authority has accused the U.S. of sabotaging the 
multi-billion dollar project, the economic lifeline of Pakistan.  
 
Background:  
Pakistan is the seventh largest recipient of Chinese overseas development financing with 71 projects worth 
$27.3 billion under way as part of the CPEC.  
 
About CPEC: 
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Launched in 2015, the CPEC is the flagship project of the multi-billion-dollar Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), a 
ǇŜǘ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ƻŦ /ƘƛƴŜǎŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ·ƛ WƛƴǇƛƴƎΣ ŀƛƳŜŘ ŀǘ ŜƴƘŀƴŎƛƴƎ .ŜƛƧƛƴƎΩǎ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ 
China-funded infrastructure projects.  

 The 3,000 km-long ChinaςPakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) consists of highways, railways, and 
pipelines.  

 CPEC eventually aims at linking the city of 
Gwadar in South Western Pakistan to 
/ƘƛƴŀΩǎ bƻǊǘƘ ²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ ǊŜƎƛƻƴ ·ƛƴƧƛŀƴƎ 
through a vast network of highways and 
railways.  

 The proposed project will be financed by 
heavily-subsidised loans, that will be 
disbursed to the Government of Pakistan by 
Chinese banks.  

 
But, why is India concerned?  
It passes through PoK.  

 CPEC rests on a Chinese plan to secure and 
shorten its supply lines through Gwadar 
with an enhanced presence in the Indian 
Ocean. Hence, it is widely believed that 
ǳǇƻƴ /t9/Ωǎ ŦǊǳƛǘƛƻƴΣ ŀƴ ŜȄǘŜƴǎƛǾŜ /ƘƛƴŜǎŜ 
ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǳƴŘŜǊƳƛƴŜ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜ 
in the Indian Ocean. 

 It is also being contended that if CPEC were 
to successfully transform the Pakistan 
economy that could be ŀ άǊŜŘ ǊŀƎέ ŦƻǊ 
India which will remain at the receiving 
end of a wealthier and stronger Pakistan. 

 Besides, India shares a great deal of trust 
deficit with China and Pakistan and has a 
history of conflict with both. As a result, 
even though suggestions to re-approach 
the project pragmatically have been made, 
no advocate has overruled the principle 
strands of contention that continue to mar 
LƴŘƛŀΩǎ Ŝǉǳŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ /Ƙƛƴŀ ŀƴŘ tŀƪƛǎǘŀƴΦ 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What is CPEC? 
2. What is BRI initiative? 
3. What is string of pearls initiative? 
4. Where Gilgit- Baltistan? 5. Important ports in Pakistan and Iran. 

 
Mains Link: 5ƛǎŎǳǎǎ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ /Ƙƛƴŀ-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) framework. Suggest how 
India should tackle the challenges posed by this alliance? 
 
Link: https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GT2947CIE.1&imageview=0.  
 

5. Rohingya- an overview of the crisis:  
Bangladesh is planning to send more than 80,000 Rohingya refugees to a remote island- Bhasan Char- in the 
Bay of Bengal after sealing an agreement for the United Nations to provide help.  
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 Some 19,000 of the Muslim refugees from Myanmar have already relocated from crowded camps on 
the mainland to Bhashan Char island, despite doubts raised by aid groups.  

 
Background: 

 Bhasan Char is an island specifically developed to 
accommodate 1,00,000 of the 1 million Rohingya 
who have fled from neighbouring Myanmar.  

 While human rights groups have criticised the move 
and some are being forced to go against their will, 
the government has insisted that refugees moving to 
the island have done so voluntarily.  

 
Context-2:  
The Karnataka Government has objected to a petition in the 
Supreme CƻǳǊǘ ǘƻ άƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅΣ ŘŜǘŀƛƴ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǇƻǊǘέ Rohingya 
within a year, stating that there is no reason to take coercive 
action against or immediately deport them.  
 
What's the issue?  
A petition has been in the High Court against the presence of 
illegal immigrants and infiltrators, including 
Rohingya, in the country.  

 The petitioner recommended that 
άƛƴŦƛƭǘǊŀǘƛƻƴέ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƳŀŘŜ ŀ ŎƻƎƴƛǎŀōƭŜΣ 
non-bailable and non-compoundable 
offence.  

 
Who are the Rohingya?  
Described by UN Secretary-General Antonio 
Guterres as "one of, if not the, most discriminated 
people in the world", the Rohingya are one of 
Myanmar's many ethnic minorities. 
They numbered around one million in Myanmar at 
the start of 2017. 

 They have their own language and culture 
and say they are descendants of Arab 
traders and other groups who have been 
in the region for generations. 

 
Citizenship:  
The government of Myanmar, a predominantly 
Buddhist country, denies the Rohingya citizenship 
and even excluded them from the 2014 census, refusing to recognise them as a people. 

 It sees them as illegal immigrants from Bangladesh. 
 
When did the latest crisis happen? 
In August 2017, a deadly crackdown by Myanmar's army on 
Rohingya Muslims sent hundreds of thousands fleeing across the 
border into Bangladesh. 

 They risked everything to escape by sea or on foot a 
military offensive which the United Nations later 
described as a "textbook example of ethnic cleansing". 

 But the army in Myanmar (formerly Burma) has said it was fighting Rohingya militants and denies 
targeting civilians. 
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What has been the international response? 
1. Amnesty International says the Myanmar military also raped and abused Rohingya women and girls. 
2. A report published by UN investigators in August 2018 accused Myanmar's military of carrying out 

mass killings and rapes with "genocidal intent". 
3. The ICJ case, lodged by the small Muslim-majority nation of The Gambia, in West Africa, on behalf of 

dozens of other Muslim countries, called for emergency measures to be taken against the Myanmar 
military, known as Tatmadaw, until a fuller investigation could be launched. 

 
Where are they now? 
About 860,000 Rohingya ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ŀƴŘ Ƴƻǎǘ ŘŜƴǎŜƭȅ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘŜŘ ǊŜŦǳƎŜŜ ŎŀƳǇ ƛƴ ǎƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ 
Bangladesh.  
The Myanmar and Bangladesh governments continue to negotiate terms for the repatriation of Rohingya 
refugees to Myanmar.  

 According to the Ministry of Home Affairs, there are approximately 40,000 Rohingyas living in India. 
 
Insta Curious: Bhasan Char (Floating Island) also known as Char Piya or Thengar Char Island, is an island in 
Hatiya, Bangladesh. Why is it news recently?  
/ŀƴ LƴŘƛŀ ¢ǳǊƴ ǘƘŜ wƻƘƛƴƎȅŀ /ǊƛǎƛǎΩ ¢ƛŘŜ? Read here,  
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Who are Rohingyas? 
2. Location of Rakhine State. 
3. About the International Court of Justice. 

4. ICJ vs International Criminal Court. 
 
Mains Link: 
Write a note on Rohingya Crisis. 

 
Link: https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=G4H94AP3Q.1&imageview=0.  
 
Topics: Bilateral, regional a nd global groupings and agreements involving India and/or  
affecting Indiaôs interests. 

1. Tax Inspectors Without Borders (TIWB) programme:  
Context:  
{ŜȅŎƘŜƭƭŜǎΩ Tax Inspectors Without Borders (TIWB) programme launched in 
partnership with India.  

 This programme is the sixth TIWB programme which India has 
supported by providing Tax Expert.  

 
Benefits of the programme:  
Through this India in collaboration with the UNDP and the TIWB Secretariat 
aims to aid Bhutan in strengthening its tax administration by transferring technical know-how and skills to its 
tax auditors, and through sharing of best audit practices.  
 
About TIWB Programme:  

1. It is a joint initiative of the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and the Organisation 
for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD).  

2. The objective of the TIWB Initiative is to enable sharing of tax audit knowledge and skills with tax 
administrations in developing countries through a targeted, real time "learning by doing" approach.  

3. TIWB is focused on promoting hands-on assistance by sending Experts to build audit and audit-related 
skills pertaining to specific international tax matters and the development of general audit skills within 
developing tax administrations.  

 
Insta Curious: Did you know about the Better Life Index developed by OECD? Read here,  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About TIWB Programme.  
2. Implementation.  
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3. Developed by?  
4. Significance.  

Mains Link: Discuss the significance of the 
Programme.  

 

2. High Ambition Coalition (HAC) for Nature and People:  
Context:  
At a ceremony held between the French and Indian governments, India officially joined the High Ambition 
Coalition for Nature and People. 
Key points:  

 India is the first of the BRICS bloc of major emerging economies (Brazil, Russia, India, China and South 
Africa) to join the HAC. 

 LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜƳŜƴǘ ŎƻƳŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀŘ ǳǇ ǘƻ ŀ ƘƛƎƘ-level biodiversity meeting, hosted by China.  
 
What is the ΨIƛƎƘ !Ƴōƛǘƛƻƴ /ƻŀƭƛǘƛƻƴΩ όI!/ύ?  
High Ambition Coalition for Nature and People, was initiated at ǘƘŜ άhƴŜ tƭŀƴŜǘ {ǳƳƳƛǘέ ƛƴ tŀǊƛǎ in January 
2021.  

 It is co-chaired by Costa Rica and France and by the United Kingdom as Ocean co-chair.  
High Ambition Coalition (HAC) is a group of more than 70 countries encouraging the adoption of the global 
goal to protect 30x30.  

 HAC champions a global deal for nature and people with the central goal of protecting at least 30 
ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ƭŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ocean by 2030.  

 The 30x30 target is a global target which aims to halt the accelerating loss of species, and protect vital 
ecosystems that are the source of our economic security.  

 HAC members currently include a mix of countries in the global north and south; European, Latin 
American, Africa and Asia countries are among the members.  

 
Why 30x30? 
In order to address both the biodiversity crisis and the climate crisis, there is growing scientific research that 
half of the planet must be kept in a natural state.  

 Despite this, experts agree that a scientifically credible and necessary interim goal is to achieve a 
minimum of 30% protection by 2030.  

 The scientific data help justify the 30x30 target for biodiversity conservation both at a global level and a 
regional level.  

 
Significance:  
Currently, an estimated мр҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ƭŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ т҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻŎean are protected.  

 In order to achieve the goal of protecting at least 30% by 2030, we'll need to double the current land 
protections and more than quadruple current ocean protections.  

This coalition aims to promote an international agreement to protect at least 30 % the of world's land and 
ocean by 2030. 
 

3. The Malabar Exercise of Quad nations:  
Context:  
The US recently said that the scope of the multi-nation Malabar exercise in terms of more like-minded navies 
taking part in the drills could expand in future. And it was for the Quad partners to discuss the possibility of an 
expansion.  
 
Background:  
LƴŘƛŀΣ ǘƘŜ ¦{Σ WŀǇŀƴ ŀƴŘ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀ ƘŀǾŜ ƪƛŎƪŜŘ ƻŦŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǇƘŀǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ aŀƭŀōŀǊ ƴŀǾŀƭ ŘǊƛƭƭǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ .ŀȅ 
of Bengal, with the exercise seeking to build on the synergy and interoperability developed during the first 
phase held in August.  
 
Overview of Malabar:  
Malabar began as a bilateral naval exercise between India and the U.S. in 1992, and was expanded into a 
trilateral format with the inclusion of Japan in 2015.  
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What is Quad grouping?  

 The quadrilateral formation includes Japan, India, United States and Australia.  
 All four nations find a common ground of being the democratic nations and common interests of 

unhindered maritime trade and security.  
 ¢ƘŜ ƛŘŜŀ ǿŀǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƳƻƻǘŜŘ ōȅ WŀǇŀƴŜǎŜ tǊƛƳŜ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ {ƘƛƴȊƻ !ōŜ ƛƴ нллтΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ ƛŘŜŀ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ 

move ahead with Australia pulling out of it.  
 
Significance of the grouping:  

 Quad is an opportunity for like-minded countries to share notes and collaborate on projects of mutual 
interest.  

 Members share a vision of an open and free Indo-Pacific.  
 It is one of the many avenues for interaction among India, Australia, Japan and the US and should not 

be seen in an exclusive context.  
 
Why is China concerned about these developments?  

1. Beijing has long opposed a coalition of democracies in the Indo-Pacific region.  
2. It sees the maritime Quadrilateral as an Asian-NATO ǘƘŀǘ ǎŜŜƪǎ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƻ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴ /ƘƛƴŀΩǎ ǊƛǎŜ.  
3. !ƭǎƻΣ ŀǘ ŀ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ ǎǘǊŀƛƴŜŘ ōƛƭŀǘŜǊŀƭ ǘƛŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ /ƘƛƴŀΣ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ƛƴǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aŀƭŀōŀǊ 

drill could only be construed as a move directed against Beijing.  
 
Insta Curious: Have you heard of RIC Grouping? What are its objectives? Read this.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Quad- formation and members.  
2. Malabar exercise- formation and participants.  
3. Asia Pacific region vs Indo- Pacific region: Overview of geography.  
4. Important islands in South China Sea.  
5. Islands in Indian Ocean Region and related facts like 6 degree channel etc.  

 
Mains Link: Discuss why expansion of Malabar Exercise to include Australia is important for India.  
 

4. International Solar Alliance General Assembly:  
Context: 
The fourth general assembly of The International Solar 
Alliance (ISA), is being held virtually.  

 It is presided over by Minister for Power, New and 
Renewable Energy, Government of India and the 
President of the ISA Assembly.  

 
Highlights: 

 The Fourth Assembly of the ISA will deliberate on 
the key initiatives around the 
operationalisation of the OSOWOG 
initiative, the $1 trillion Solar 
Investment Roadmap for 2030, and 
approval of a Blended Financial Risk 
Mitigation Facility.  

 World leaders of ISA member 
countries will also discuss the 
strategic plan of the ISA for the next 
five years.  
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 The ISA will also discuss the partnership with Global Energy Alliance (GEA) to scale up technical and 
financial support to LDCs and SIDS. 

 
About the ISA Assembly: 
The Assembly is the apex decision-making body of International Solar Alliance (ISA), in which each member 
country is represented.  

 ¢Ƙƛǎ ōƻŘȅ ƳŀƪŜǎ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ L{!Ωǎ CǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪ !ƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ 
coordinated actions to be taken to achieve its objective.  

 The Assembly meets annually at the Ministerial level at the seat of the ISA, assesses the aggregate 
effect of the programmes and other activities in terms of deployment of solar energy, performance, 
reliability, as well as cost and scale of finance.  

 
International Solar Alliance (ISA):                                              

 International Solar Alliance was launched in 2015. 
 The International Solar Alliance (ISA) is an alliance of more than 122 countries initiated by India. 
 ISA is a coalition of solar resource rich countries lying fully or partially between the Tropic of Cancer 

and the Tropic of Capricorn to specifically address energy needs by harnessing solar energy. 
 The Paris Declaration establishes ISA as an alliance dedicated to the promotion of solar energy among 

its member countries. 
 ISA brings together countries with rich solar potential to aggregate global demand, thereby reducing 

prices through bulk purchase. 
 It facilitates the deployment of existing solar technologies at scale, and promoting collaborative solar 

R&D and capacity building. 
 
Secretariat:  

 India and France jointly laid the foundation stone of ISA Headquarters. 
 They inaugurated the interim Secretariat of the ISA in National Institute of Solar Energy campus, 

Gurugram, Haryana. 
 
Objectives:  

 ¢ƘŜ L{!Ωǎ ƳŀƧƻǊ objectives include global deployment of over 1,000GW of solar generation capacity and 
mobilisation of investment of over US$ 1000 billion into solar energy by 2030. 

 The ISA envisions to enable the full ecosystem for availability and development of technology, economic 
resources, and development of storage technology, mass manufacturing and innovation. 

 
Need for: 

 The reduced cost of technology would 
enable the undertaking of more ambitious 
solar energy programmes.  

 Solar is key source of affordable and 
reliable energy. Successful project 
implementation could play significant role 
in achieving the universal energy access 
goal (SDG 7).  

 ISA's six programmes could be a game 
changer for the conservation of 
environment viz. Solar Applications for 
Agricultural Use, Affordable Finance at Scale, Mini Grids, and Solar Rooftops and Solar E-mobility & Storage 
and Large-Scale Solar Parks.  

   
Insta Curious: Do you know about the First World Solar Technology Summit? Reference: read this.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. ISA.  

2. ISA secretariat.  
3. OSOWOG initiative- objectives. 
4. When was it launched? 
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5. Implementing agency. 
6. What are non- fossil fuels? Examples. 

Mains Link: Discuss the significance of OSOWOG 
initiative. 

 

5. US, India, Israel and UAE to form a 'New Quad':  
Context:  
First virtual summit of the foreign ministers of the US, India, Israel and UAE was recently held.  

 At the end of the meet, the four nations agreed to form a new international economic forum to utilise 
ǘƘŜ άǳƴƛǉǳŜ ŀǊǊŀȅ ƻŦ ŎŀǇŀōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎΣ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜέ ǘƘŀǘ ŜŀŎƘ ƻŦŦŜǊǎΦ  

 
About the group:  
The group is already being dubbed ǘƘŜ ΨbŜǿ vǳŀŘΩ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ΨaƛŘŘƭŜ-9ŀǎǘŜǊƴ vǳŀŘΩ on the lines of the 
Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (QSD).  
 
Objectives and focus areas of the new Quad:  
The group is intended as an "international economic forum" that will work on furthering the economic and 
political ties between the four countries.  
 
Significance:  
Experts believe the new group is important for greater cooperation of the countries involved in keeping the 
Middle East stable.  
 
Comparisons with the Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (QSD):  
The QSD, often called the 'Quad' is a strategic dialogue between the United States, India, Japan and Australia.  

 The dialogue was started in 2007 in response to increasing Chinese aggression in the South China Sea 
and was accompanied by one of the largest joint military exercises of the modern era, the Malabar 
Exercise.  

 While Australia had pulled out of the dialogue as its own economic ties to China grew over the decade, 
the group reconvened in 2017.  

 
What will the group focus on?  
Some of the areas that the countries had highlighted during their talks include improving trade ties, 
cooperation in maritime security of the region, joint discussions for global public health, and joint 
infrastructure projects focused on transportation and technology.  
 
Benefits of the new Quad:  

1. Beyond trade, there is potential for India, UAE and Israel to collaborate on many areas τ from 
semiconductor design and fabrication to space technology.  

2. With the new alliance, India can use this platform to harness various opportunities like Big data, AI, 
Quantum computing, export its products in their market etc.  

3. The group will help to focus on non-military issues like trade, energy, and environment and on 
promoting public goods.  

4. The platform will help India to pursue wide-ranging minilateral partnerships in the region. With major 
powers like France, Russia, China drawn to this region, the alliance will help India to shape its position 
in changing the geopolitics of this region.  

 
Need for and significance of the group:  

 The fƻǳǊ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ άǳƴƛǉǳŜ ǎŜǘ ƻŦ ŎŀǇŀōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎΣ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜέ ǘƘŀǘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ 
create a new network of cooperation.  

 The countries also recognised that there are many overlapping interests between them. Especially in 
the field of energy, climate, trade, and regional security.  

So, the new Quad format will help these countries to develop these areas further.  
 
Insta Curious: India, Israel and the UAE have already established trilateral cooperationτin trade and 
investmentτsince the Abraham Accords. What are Abraham Accords?  
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InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Quad- composition.  
2. When was it first proposed?  

3. Countries and important islands in the 
Indian Ocean region.  

4. Geographical overview of Indo-Pacific 
region.  

5. Important seas and straits in the region.  
 
Mains Link: A formal revival and re-invigoration of the Quad is called for to maintain peace and tranquillity and 
to ensure observance of the UN Law of the Seas. Examine.  
 
Link: https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehindu.com/news/national/india-israel-uae-us-quad-to-focus-
on-economic-cooperation-says-israeli-envoy/article37072323.ece/amp/.  
 

6. Liaison Officer (LO) at the bŀǾȅΩǎ Information Fusion Centre for Indian 
Ocean Region (IFC-IOR):  

Context:  
The Netherlands has said that it is interested in posting a 
Liaison Officer (LO) ŀǘ ǘƘŜ bŀǾȅΩǎ Information Fusion Centre 
for Indian Ocean Region (IFC-IOR) for Maritime Domain 
Awareness and information sharing.  
 
About IFC-IOR:  

 The IFC-IOR was set up in 2018 to coordinate with 
regional countries on maritime issues and act as a 
regional repository of maritime data.  

 It presently has linkages with more than 20 partner 
countries and multi-national agencies across the 
globe.  

 It is located in Gurugram, 
India.  

 
Roles and functions of a liaison 
officer:  
The liaison officer will be based 
full-time at the centre, working 
directly with the Indian armed 
forces and fellow liaison officers 
from partner nations to enhance 
maritime domain awareness in 
the region.  
 
Insta Curious: Have you heard about U.K. Carrier 
Strike Group (CSG)? Reference: read this.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. What is IFC- IOR?  
2. What is the Regional Maritime Information 

Fusion Centre (RMIFC)?  
3. Who established European-led mission in 

the Strait of Hormuz (EMASOH)?  
4. Locate Persian Gulf and strait of Hormuz.  
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Mains Link: Discuss how observer status at the Indian Ocean Commission helps India secure its strategic 
objectives.  
 
Link: https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=G3K947NOG.1&imageview=0. 
 

7. Afghan facing acute food crisis:  
Context:  
Executive director of the World Food Programme has said that AŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴ ƛǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōǊƛƴƪ ƻŦ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ 
ǿƻǊǎǘ ƘǳƳŀƴƛǘŀǊƛŀƴ ŎǊƛǎŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ƘŀƭŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ŦŀŎƛƴƎ άŀŎǳǘŜέ ŦƻƻŘ ǎƘƻǊǘŀƎŜǎΦ  
 
What's the issue?  
Taliban has taken full control of Afghanistan. People have no jobs and incomes. Over 22 million Afghans will 
suffer food insecurity this winter as a drought driven by climate change adds to their woes. This will force them 
to choose between migration and starvation.  
 

  
 
Significance of Afghan stability : 

 Can have spill over to Neighbouring central Asian countries like Tajikistan, Uzbekiatan etc 
 Taliban resurgence will revive extremism in the region and the region can become a safe sanctuary 

for Let,ISIS etc.  
 Civil war in Afghanistan will lead to a refugee crisis in Central Asia and beyond.  
 !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴΩǎ ǎǘŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǿƛƭƭ help the Central Asian countries with the shortest access to the seaports of 

the Indian ocean.  
 Afghanistan has been an important link in the regional trade, cultural, playing the role of a connecting 

bridge for Central and the rest of the world.  
 

Why is it imperative now for India to engage with the Taliban?  
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 Taliban is now having a significant presence in Afghanistan.  
 India is already having huge investments in Afghanistan.To secure assets worth $3 billion, India should 

engage with all parties in Afghanistan.  
 Taliban engaging with Pak deep state will not be in India's best interest.  
 If India does not engage now Russia, Iran, Pakistan and China will emerge as the shapers of 
!ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴΩǎ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƎŜƻǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ Řestiny, which for sure will be detrimental to Indian interests.  

 The U.S. has announced a new, surprise formation of ŀ άvǳŀŘέ ƻƴ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ τ U.S.-
Uzbekistan-Afghanistan-Pakistan that does not include India.  

 India's effort to trade with Afghanistan Via Chabahar port in order to increase the economy on scale.  
 

Need of the hour:  
 Urgent need to collectively act for the safety of Afghan civilians by checking violence by Taliban 
 Afghanistan should be given enough space in Central Asian architectures like SCO (Shanghai 

cooperation organisation) 
 The USA,Iran,China,and Russia should actively involve India to maintain stability in Afghanistan.  
 Unified action for the refugee crisis if it arises.  
 Indian engagement with Taliban to maintain peace with immediate neighbours.  

 
Insta Curious: Know about the US- Taliban peace deal:  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About Taliban.  
2. Afghan Crisis.  
3. About NATO.  

4. India's investments in Afghanistan Projects.  
 
Mains Link: Discuss why India should engage with 
Afghanistan now.  

 
Link: https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=G4H94ARCJ.1&imageview=0.  
 

8. Bilateral Trade and Investment Agreement (BTIA):  
Context:  
India and the European Union (EU) are set to resume negotiations for a Bilateral Trade and Investment 
Agreement (BTIA) by December.  
 
Challenges ahead:  

 bŜƎƻǘƛŀǘƻǊǎ ŀǊŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ άǉǳƛǘŜ ŦŀǊ ŀǇŀǊǘέ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ǿƘŀǘ 9ǳǊƻǇŜ ǇŜǊŎŜƛǾŜǎ ŀǎ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ άǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴƛǎǘ ǎǘŀƴŎŜέΦ  
 Besides, Make in India programme has been accelerated by the COVID-19 crisis and recent 
ǇǊƻƴƻǳƴŎŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ LƴŘƛŀ ǿŀƴǘǎ ǘƻ Ǝƻ Ψ{ŜƭŦ ǊŜƭƛŀƴǘΩ Ƙŀǎ ŀŘded to the situation.  

 
India- EU trade:  

 ¢ǊŀŘŜ ǿƛǘƘ LƴŘƛŀ ŦƻǊƳŜŘ ǳƴŘŜǊ о҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9Φ¦ΦΩǎ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ǘǊŀŘŜΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ άŦŀǊ ōŜƭƻǿέ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ of 
the relationship.  

 /ƻƴǾŜǊǎŜƭȅΣ ǘƘŜ 9Φ¦Φ ƛǎ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ǘǊŀŘƛƴƎ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƻǊΣ ŀƴŘ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ мм҈ ƻŦ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ 
global trade.  

 
About BTIA:  

 In June 2007, India and the EU began negotiations on a broad-based Bilateral Trade and Investment 
Agreement (BTIA) in Brussels, Belgium.  

 These negotiations are pursuant to the commitment made by political leaders at the 7th India-EU 
Summit held in Helsinki on 13th October 2006 to move towards negotiations for a broad-based trade 
and investment agreement on the basis of the report of India-EU High Level Technical Group.  

 
Significance:  

 India and the EU expect to promote bilateral trade by removing barriers to trade in goods and services 
and investment across all sectors of the economy.  
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 Both parties believe that a comprehensive and ambitious agreement that is consistent with WTO rules 
and principles would open new markets and would expand opportunities for Indian and EU businesses.  

 
²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƛǎǎǳŜ ƴƻǿΚ  
Negotiations have been languishing since 2013 when the talks collapsed over certain demands from the EU 
such as greater market access for automobiles, wine and spirits, and further opening up of the financial 
services sector such as banking, insurance and e-commerce.  

 The EU also wanted labour, environment and government procurement to be included in the talks.  
LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ŘŜƳŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ŜŀǎƛŜǊ work visa and study visa norms as well as data secure status, that would make it 
easier for European companies to outsource business to India, were also not received enthusiastically by the 
EU countries.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. BTIA- overview.  
2. What is Brexit?  
3. EU vs Eurozone.  

Overview of:  

1. South Asia Free Trade Agreement (SAFTA).  
2. India-ASEAN Comprehensive Economic 

Cooperation Agreement (CECA).  
3. India-Korea Comprehensive Economic 

Partnership Agreement (CEPA).  

 
Link: https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GSA94NKVS.1&imageview=0.  
 

Topics: Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries on Indiaôs 
interests, Indian diaspor a.

1. Dispute over Senkaku Islands in Japan:  
Context:  
New Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida Ƙŀǎ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ŀ άǎǘǊƻƴƎέ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ from President Joe 
Biden about the UnitŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎΩ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ŘŜŦŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǇǳǘŜŘ 9ŀǎǘ /Ƙƛƴŀ {Ŝŀ ƛǎƭŜǘǎΣ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ the 
Senkaku Islands in Japan.  
 
Background:  
As per the U.S.-Japan security treaty, the U.S. has obligations to 
defend Japan, which cover the uninhabited island.  
 
About Senkaku Islands:  
The Senkaku Islands are located in the East China Sea between 
WŀǇŀƴΣ ǘƘŜ tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ wŜǇǳōƭƛŎ ƻŦ /ƘƛƴŀΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ wŜǇǳōƭƛŎ ƻŦ /Ƙƛƴŀ 
(Taiwan). The archipelago contains five uninhabited islands and 
three barren rocks, ranging in size from 800 m2 to 4.32 km2.  
 
What are ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳƴŘǎ ŦƻǊ WŀǇŀƴΩǎ ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊƛŀƭ ǎƻǾŜǊŜƛƎƴǘȅ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ {Ŝƴƪŀƪǳ LǎƭŀƴŘǎΚ  
The Senkaku Islands were not included in the territory which Japan renounced under Article 2 of the San 
Francisco Peace Treaty of 1951 that legally defined the territory of Japan after World War II.  

 Under Article 3 of the treaty, the islands were placed under the administration of the United States as 
part of the Nansei Shoto Islands. The Senkaku Islands are included in the areas whose administrative 
rights were reverted to Japan in accordance with the Agreement between Japan and the United 
States of America Concerning the Ryukyu Islands and the Daito Islands that entered into force in 
1972.  

 
²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ /ƘƛƴŀΩǎ ŎƭŀƛƳ?  
China says that the islands have been part of its territory since ancient times, serving as important fishing 
grounds administered by the province of Taiwan.  

 Taiwan was ceded to Japan in the Treaty of Shimonoseki in 1895, after the Sino-Japanese war.  
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