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General Studies-2; Topic: Government policies and interventions for development in 
various sectors and issues arising out of their design and implementation. 
 

Early Childhood Education (ECE) 
 
Introduction  

• Early Childhood Education (ECE) is crucial to the overall development of children, with impacts on 
their learning and even earning capabilities throughout their lifetimes.  

• The 86th Amendment of the Constitution 2002 and Section 11 of the Right to Education Act also 
mandate public provision of early childhood care and education.  

 
Impact of COVID-19 on ECE 

• ECE continues to suffer from low attendance and instructional time in the anganwadi system. 

• Where ECE has continued during COVID-19 pre-school closures, access has reduced and the priority 
for ECE is low within households.  

• COVID-19 school closures made engagement of parents in their child’s education a further necessity. 

• The pandemic has highlighted the glaring digital divide in the country, even in an urban context.  

• Unless the state provide devices and Internet access to all children, the complete reliance on 
technology is not an option. 

• During COVID-19, the job and income losses led to further de-prioritisation of education. 

• Even among households that are able to create the time for education, many parents lack the self-
efficacy to support their child’s learning.  

 
Factors responsible for ECE 

• A crucial factor for households to be able to prioritise ECE is active parental engagement in their 
child’s education, especially for children in the age group of three to six years. 
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• The overall development of a child in the early stages edicts a conducive home environment and 
parental involvement. 

• Studies have found that the act of making conversation with children in the early years has 
significant gains on language skills they develop. 

 
Role of parental engagement 

• The learning process for a child commences immediately at birth. 

• Language and numerical proficiency, and analytical skills, are attained in school, but the foundation 
for such a learning capacity is laid much earlier. 

• Enabling parental engagement in ECE requires an understanding of barriers that prevent parents 
from meaningfully engaging in their child’s education. 

• The socio-economic background of households determines access to preschools and the ability to 
invest in ECE.  

• The lack of priority for ECE often means that households choose to forgo investing in ECE altogether.  

• Households that have limited means have little time to invest in educational activities in the 
home. 

 
Concerns / Challenges 

• According to Annual Status of Education Report 2019 data on ECE in rural areas, pre-school system 
fails to give children a strong foundation, especially in government-run facilities. 

• Some of the barriers are harder to address, such as internalising the importance of ECE among 
parents.  

• This shift of mindset requires prolonged and committed state action. 
 

Way Forward 

• Crossing the barriers is crucial as we move towards achieving universal and equitable ECE, as 
envisioned in the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020. 

• Efforts must be taken to empower households with time and resources so that they have the ability 
to prioritise ECE and not choose between their children’s education. 

• The provision of non-educational support to low-income households to alleviate income and food 
insecurities might be crucial in aiding parents to invest in education. 

• While teachers should remain at the centre of this effort, we must also make sure they are not 
further overburdened, by providing adequate resources and institutional support. 

• Universal access to quality Early Childhood Education is perhaps the best investment that India can 
make for our children’s and our nation’s future. 
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