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General Studies-3; Topic: Awareness in the field of Space 
 

Strategic importance of outer space 
 
Introduction 

• Today, space is integral to our lives and disruption of space-based communications and earth 
observation will have serious consequences. 

• With China’s emergence as a major space power, there is a new urgency for democratic powers to 
come together to secure their national interests as well as promote sustainable order in the skies 
above. 

 
Growing importance of outer space 

• Until recently, outer space has been the sole preserve of states.  

• But private entities are now major players in space commerce.  

• As space becomes a critical factor in shaping the military balance of power on the earth, there is 
growing competition among states. 

• The US has traditionally dominated outer space in the commercial domain.  

• China’s emergence as a major space power — in both civilian and military — is reshaping 
astropolitics. 
 

India’s interest in outer space 

• India is opening new pathways for outer space cooperation with the US and Quad partners. 

• India is engaging more productively with a rapidly evolving domain that is seeing more commerce 
and contestation.  

• New Delhi’s new strategic interest in outer space is based on a recognition of two important trends.  
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o One is the centrality of emerging technologies in shaping the 21st-century global order.  
o The other is about the urgency of writing new rules for the road to peace and stability in 

outer space. 

• Although human forays into space began in the middle of the 20th century, the intensity as well as 
its commercial and security implications have dramatically increased in recent decades.  

• India has undertaken some reforms in recent years like letting the private sector participate in space 
activity.  

• It has also taken steps to cope with the unfolding military challenges in outer space.  

• It has also initiated space security dialogue with close partners like the US, Japan, and France. 
 
Recent Technological progress  

• Technological progress in the last two decades has also “produced” new domains for human activity.  

• One is “cyberspace” that occupies so much policy and political attention around the world.  

• But the emergence of “outer space” as a strategic domain is yet to get the attention it deserves in 
New Delhi. 

 
Cooperation among Quad countries 

• As outer space becomes a location for lucrative business as well as a site of military competition, the 
cooperation between the Quad members is likely to increase in the coming years. 

• Outer space presents a new arena for space cooperation, and the Quad has set up a new working 
group to discuss space-related issues. 

• India has developed significant space capabilities over the decades. 

• The US recognises that it can’t unilaterally define the space order anymore and is looking for 
partners. 

• The new space working group set up by the Quad will identify new collaboration opportunities and 
share satellite data for peaceful purposes. 

 
Way Forward 

• As commercial and military activity in outer space grows, the 20th-century agreements like Outer 
Space Treaty and the Moon Treaty (1979) need reinforcement and renewal. 

• The growing strategic salience of outer space demands substantive national policy action in India. 

• The scale of the challenges and opportunities in outer space, demand more urgent and sweeping 
reform. That can only be mandated by the highest political level.  

• India has a focused attention on maritime affairs. India could do with a similar intervention on 
outer space today. 
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