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Ethics and Human Interface: Essence, determinants and consequences of Ethics 

in human actions; dimensions of ethics; ethics in private and public relationships.  

On one hand, in a watershed moment Mexico decriminalised abortion, on the other, we 

witnessed the state of Texas in U.S.A banning most abortions. Debate on the ethicality 

of abortions. (150 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 4 and part of ‘Abstract 
Thursdays’ in Mission-2022 Secure. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To debate upon the ethicality of abortion. 
Directive word:  
Debate – Weigh up to what extent something is true. Persuade the reader of your argument by citing 
relevant research but also remember to point out any flaws and counter- arguments as well. 
Conclude by stating clearly how far you agree with the original proposition. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by giving context and mentioning the ethical dilemmas associated with the act of abortion. 
Body: 
First, argue on the how abortion is unethical on the basis of abortion is deliberate killing of an 
innocent human being, A foetus as Moral personhood, Rights of the foetus and Causing pain. 
Next, argue on the side of ethicality of abortion. foetus is not necessarily a ‘person’, rights of the 
mother’s bodily autonomy, dangers to mothers’ health etc. 
Conclusion: 
Pass a balanced judgement on the ethicality of the act of abortion. 
Introduction 

Termination of pregnancy (TOP) or foeticide is ethically and morally challenging and maybe 

considered illegal in countries with restrictive abortion laws. Ethical dilemmas such as women’s 

autonomy rights may conflict with foetus’ right to personhood, and doctor’s moral obligations to 

society. In liberal jurisdictions, previable foetuses may not have legal rights of personhood; 

therefore, appropriate action would be to respect pregnant women’s decisions regarding TOP. 

Body: 
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Pro-choice versus Pro-life: 

Pro Choice: 

 If a pregnancy puts the life of the mother at risk, then we should consider the value of the 

foetus compared to the value of the life of the mother. 

 An unwanted child does not have a good life. If a mother has a child that she does not want, 

then both she and the child may be greatly harmed; forcing the mother to continue with the 

pregnancy might produce a child with little chance of a happy life for itself and cause the 

mother much suffering as: 

o Mother should have a right to control her own life, 

at least to the extent that in doing so she does minimal harm to herself. 

o The right to abortion is vital for gender equality. The right to abortion is vital for 

individual women to achieve their full potential. 

o Banning 

abortion puts women at risk by forcing them to use illegal methods that may be 

more harmful. 

o But 

on the other hand the right to life should always outweigh the right of an individual 

to equality or to control their own. It can be misused. 

Pro Life: 

 Foetus has the right to life because it is a ‘potential human being’. 

 The ‘potential human being’ argument gives the right to life to the unborn from the very 

earliest stage of development – the moment when the egg is fertilised. 

 This argument renders irrelevant any concerns about what sort of being the foetus is at any 

particular stage of its development. 

The new-born argument 

 One of the strongest arguments for giving the full rights of person to the foetus because it is 

a potential person flows from the status of a new born baby. 

 At birth a new born baby possesses so few of the characteristics required for ‘moral 

personhood’ that its right to life can’t be based on it being a ‘moral person’. 

 Nonetheless, everyone does accept that it has a right to life – even those who follow the 

‘moral person’ line of thought. 

 This right to life seems to flow from the potential that the new-born has to become a ‘moral 

person’, and this in turn seems to support the argument that a potential ‘moral person’ has 

the right to life. 

Conclusion: 

The right to life underlies all other human rights – if we protect those rights, we should protect the 

right to life as well. Abortion is a civil rights issue in that some of those who support abortion do as 

a way of controlling the growth of certain population groups. Abortion is sometimes forced on 
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women by exploiting partners or families. Abortion is sometimes forced on women because society 

fails to supply their needs. Parents have an obligation to their unborn children – it is wrong for them 

to escape it. Abortion brutalises those who carry it out, or who are involved in the process. 

Value addition: 

Views of religion: 

All the religions have taken strong positions on abortion; they believe that the issue encompasses 

profound issues of life and death, right and wrong, human relationships and the nature of society, 

that make it a major religious concern. 

People involved in an abortion are usually affected very deeply not just emotionally, but often 

spiritually, as well. They often turn to their faith for advice and comfort, for explanation of their 

feelings, and to seek atonement and a way to deal with their feelings of guilt. 

As per Stanley Hauwer was “For no amount of ethical reflection will ever change the basic fact that 

tragedy is a reality of our lives. A point is reached where we must have the wisdom to cease ethical 

reflection and affirm that certain issues indicate a reality more profound than the ethical.” 

Pro-Choice: 

These are the proponents who support choice of child bearer and hence support the cause of 

abortion at will. 

Pregnant woman has moral rights too 

 Under some circumstances these may override the foetus’s right to live 

 These moral rights include: 

o The right to ownership of her own body 

o The right to decide her own future 

o The right to take decisions without moral or legal intervention by others 

o The pregnant woman has the right to life – where not aborting the foetus would put 

the mother’s life or health in danger, she has the moral right to abort the foetus 

Pro Life: 

These are proponents who support life in consideration i.e. the foetus which is considered life from 

the women’s womb itself. 

Killing people is wrong 

 Killing innocent human beings is wrong 

 Human life begins at conception 

 Therefore, the foetus is an innocent human being 

 Therefore, killing the foetus is wrong 

 Therefore, abortion is always wrong 

Killing potential people is wrong 
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 It is wrong to destroy potential human life 

 From conception onwards the foetus is a potential human being 

 Therefore, it is wrong to destroy the foetus 

 Therefore, abortion is always wrong 

Increasing tolerance of killing is wrong 

 Allowing abortion is legalising killing 

 Legalising killing reduces people’s respect for life 

 Reducing society’s respect for life is a bad thing – it may lead to euthanasia, genocide and 

increased murder rates 

 Therefore, abortion is always wrong 

Philosopher Ted Lockhart has come up with a practical solution for dealing with moral problems that 

can be used to decide whether or not to abort a foetus. Lockhart suggests that we should “perform 

actions that we are maximally confident are morally permissible”. Where we have to make a moral 

choice, we should take the course of action that we are most confident is morally correct. 

Indian culture and its diverse philosophies are a rich repository of ethics. Elaborate. 

(150 words) 
Difficulty level: Easy 
Reference: Ethics by Lexicon publications. 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 4 and part of ‘Philosophical 
Mondays’ in Mission-2022 Secure. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about source and ideals of ethics in Indian culture and philosophy. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start by mentioning that the Indian tradition is repository of numerous ethical and moral discourses. 
Body: 
In detail mention the various sources – Vedas, Upanishads, Dhramashastras, Smritis, Buddhist canon, 
Jaina ethics, Bhagwad Gita, folk tales, teachings of sufi and bhakti saints, teachings of modern 
philosophers like Swami Vivekanada and Mahtma Gandhi etc. 
Describe the major ethical and moral tenets of the above-mentioned sources or teaching of the 
personalities. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by drawing the contemporary importance of the above. 
Introduction 

Ethics is a branch of philosophy that deals with moral values. The moral code of the people is an 

indicator of their social and spiritual ways of life. The true essence of human life is to live amidst 

worldly joy and sorrows. Ethics is primarily concerned with the moral issues of the world. 

Body 

Indian culture and its diverse philosophies are a rich repository of ethics: 
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 In the knowledge tradition of India, ethics has its origin in its religious and philosophical 

thinking. From time immemorial, various religious faiths have flourished here. 

 Every religious and every philosophical system of India has a prominent ethical component. 

Ethics is the core of all these systems. 

 In every religious tradition, good moral conduct is considered essential for a happy and 

contented life. 

 Without following the path of righteousness no one can attain supreme goal (moksha) of 

life. For this one has to perform good deeds and avoid wrong-doing. 

 India has a very ancient history of thinking about ethics. Its central concepts are represented 

in Rigveda, one of oldest knowledge texts not only of India but of the entire world. 

 In Indian tradition, the concept of ṛta gave rise to the idea of dharma. 

 The term dharma here   does   not   mean   mere   religion; it   stands   for   duty; 

obligation   and   it is a whole way of life in which ethical values are considered supreme and 

everyone is expected to perform his or her duty according to his or her social position and 

station in life. 

 In the Bhagavad-Gītā, selfless action (niśkāma karma) is advocated. 

o It is an action which is required to be performed without consideration of personal 

consequences.  It is an altruistic action aimed at the well-being of others rather than 

for oneself.  In Hinduism this doctrine is known as karma yoga. 

 Similarly, the importance of ethics and ethical values is highlighted in epicsand philosophical 

texts like, Upaniṣads, Rāmāyaṇa, darśana-śāstras and dharma-śāstras. 

 The Dharma śāstras are philosophical texts, which provide rational explanations of the 

ethical issues; the universal moral problems faced by man in daily life are placed in a 

philosophical context. 

 In the dharma-śāstras, emphasis is on the social ethics. 

 In these texts the inter-personal and social relations are placed in an ethical framework for 

guidance. In these texts the ethical problems are discussed in an indirect manner. 

 In Buddhism, the word Dhamma is used, which is the Pali equivalent of the Sanskrit word 

dharma. 

 According to Buddhism, the foundation of ethics is the pañcaśīla (five rules), which 

advocates refraining from killing, stealing, lying, sexual misconduct and intoxicants. In 

becoming a Buddhist, a lay person is encouraged to take a vow to abstain from these 

negative actions. 

 Jainism is another important religion of this land. It places great emphasis on three most 

important things in life, called three gems (triratna). 

 These are: right vision (samyaka dṛṣṭī), right knowledge (samyaka jñāna) and right conduct 

(samyaka cāritra). Apart from these, Jain thinkers emphasize the need for reverence 

(Shraddha). There are other moral principles governing the life of Jains. 
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 Sikhism also lays great stress on ethics in human life. Truth is higher than everything else, 

higher still is truthful conduct, according to Guru Nanak. 

 The cardinal values according to Guru Granth Sahib are compassion, charity, contentment, 

non-enmity and selfless service. 

 During the middle ages, the Bhakti movement arose in India. It was an all-India movement 

of social reform and spiritual awakening. It played a very important part in reawakening 

moral consciousness in India. Jayadeva, Nāmdev, Tulsīdās, Kabīr, Ravidās and Mīra are 

some of the prominent saints of this movement. Most of these saints came from the 

downtrodden sections of society. 

 Rejecting the distinctions of caste, colour and creed, they spread the message of human 

equality. They were saint poets. In their vāṇī (poetic compositions) they propagated the 

ideals of love, compassion, justice and selfless service. These are the ethical values which we 

need even today. 

 Finally, the constitution of India also acts as a source of ethical guidance through its sources 

such as Basic Text of the Constitution, Constituent Assembly debates, Freedom struggle, and 

Case Law Histories etc. 

Conclusion: 

Multiple sources act as basis for ethics in India. However, almost all the sources teach the same 

cardinal values of truth, non-violence, compassion and love. 

Human Values – lessons from the lives and teachings of great leaders, reformers 

and administrators; role of family, society and educational institutions in 

inculcating values. 

“Joy is the simplest form of gratitude” What does this quote means to you? (150 words) 
Difficulty level: Easy 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 4 and part of ‘Quotes 
Wednesdays’ in Mission-2022 Secure. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Define what is gratitude. 
Body: 
Explain the quote in your own words. 
Mention what are the associated features of showing joy and how gratitude can be one of the 
causative factors through a suitable illustration. Write about the need for gratitude in life. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by summarising the above by stressing on the above. 
Introduction 

To be joyful is to express happiness or contentment in lieu of appreciation of what we have. 

Gratitude too is about counting our blessings and being grateful and appreciative of the same. 

These two terms are closely related and one leads to another. Joy can lead to being grateful and 

being grateful can make a person joyful. 
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Body 

Joy is the emotion evoked by well-being, success, or good fortune or by the prospect of possessing 

what one desires. It simply makes one delighted. Eg: Looking at children play fills our hearts with joy. 

Gratitude is feeling or showing an appreciation for something done or received. It is about 

being thankful for what one has. Eg: Grateful for our privilege, education, parents and security. 

Joy is the simplest form of gratitude, even literally and figuratively. For instance, consider a 

hypothetical situation where a person in dire need of job is given a temporary job with social 

security. He is expected to be very happy and his relief or joy will be his gratitude towards the one 

that gave him the job. However, if that man is a pessimist and complains that it is not a permanent 

job instead of seeing ‘glass half full’; the one who gave him the job would rather have given it to 

someone who could see the positive intent of the same. 

It also has another connotation. Here, the meaning of joy does not only mean being joyful by 

oneself, but also giving joy in order to show gratitude. There are many ways of giving others joy, 

such as doing charity work, donating for a just cause, helping those in need, or just spreading smiles 

on people’s faces through our attitude. 

For a civil servant, an attempt to give joy to others and being happy and content while carrying out 

their services would be the best way to show gratitude for the love and respect they receive from 

the society. 

Similarly, people who are helped by civil servants can best repay them by being happy to show that 

they have been helped. No other measure can bring greater job satisfaction than this to an honest 

and hardworking civil servant. 

Conclusion 

Even the simplest of acts just as smiling widely can bring joy to others and oneself. Sometimes, a 

smile is all a person needs to see to lift his or her day. The world be a more grateful place when 

there are more such people. These emotions show that there is still ‘humane’ left in us. Being joyful 

and giving joy are simple acts in life that do not require much effort. It is a simple way in which one 

can make the environment around themselves blissful. 

Insights derived from Buddhist teachings could form a framework for Artificial 

Intelligence (AI) ethics. Discuss. (150 words) 
Difficulty level: Tough 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 4 and part of ‘Abstract 
Thursdays’ in Mission-2022 Secure. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Using Buddhist teachings and philosophy suggesting a way to develop ethics for AI. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you must debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You must give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Comment– here we have to express our knowledge and understanding of the issue and form an 
overall opinion thereupon. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
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Begin by elaborating the era of Artificial Intelligence and need for developing ethics related to its use. 
Body: 
Mention how Buddhist teachings can show us the way in the developing ethics for the use and 
application of AI based solutions. 
Buddhism proposes a way of thinking about ethics based on the assumption that all sentient beings 
want to avoid pain. Thus, the Buddha teaches that an action is good if it leads to freedom from 
suffering. 
The implication of this teaching for artificial intelligence is that any ethical use of AI must strive to 
decrease pain and suffering. 
Mention the Do No Harm principle, Compassion, Justice and Accountability etc which the Buddhist 
philosophy emphasis on can be used to develop ethics for AI. 
Conclusion: 
Complete the answer by stressing on other facets that are needed to have ethics in AI. 
Introduction 

The explosive growth of artificial intelligence has fostered hope that it will help us solve many of the 

world’s most intractable problems. However, there’s also much concern about the power of AI, and 

growing agreement that its use should be guided to avoid infringing upon our rights. 

Body: 

The major ethical issues posed by Artificial Intelligence are Unemployment, Inequality, 

infringement of Human rights, Promoting Racism, Privacy & Security issues & concerns regarding 

Robot rights to name a few. 

The development and use of AI spans the entire globe, the way we think about it should be informed 

by all the major intellectual traditions. Buddhism proposes a way of thinking about ethics based on 

the assumption that all sentient beings want to avoid pain. Thus, the Buddha teaches that an action 

is good if it leads to freedom from suffering. 

Buddhism’s offerings to AI ethics: 

Decrease pain and suffering: 

 The implication of this teaching for artificial intelligence is that any ethical use of AI must 

strive to decrease pain and suffering. 

 In other words, for example, facial recognition technology should be used only if it can be 

shown to reduce suffering or promote well-being. 

 Moreover, the goal should be to reduce suffering for everyone—not just those who directly 

interact with AI. 

No-harm (non-violence) principle: 

 A Buddhist-inspired AI ethics would also understand that living by these principles of not 

harming peoplerequires self-cultivation. 

 This means that those who are involved with AI should continuously train themselves to get 

closer to the goal of totally eliminating suffering. 

 Attaining the goal is not so important; what is important is that they undertake the practice 

to attain it. It’s the practice that counts. 

Eliminate Suffering: 
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 Designers and programmers should practice by recognizing this goal and laying out specific 

steps their work would take in order for their product to embody the ideal. 

 That is, the AI they produce must be aimed at helping the public to eliminate sufferingand 

promote well-being. 

Accountability: 

 For any of this to be possible, companies and government agencies that develop or use AI 

must be accountable to the public. 

 Accountabilityis also a Buddhist teaching, and in the context of AI ethics it requires effective 

legal and political mechanisms as well as judicial independence. 

 For instance, the killing of an individual in US by a AI-powered driverless car made it difficult 

to hold anyone accountable. 

 These components are essential in order for any AI ethics guideline to work as intended. 

Compassion: 

 Another key concept in Buddhism is compassion,or the desire and commitment to 

eliminate suffering in others. 

 Compassion, too, requires self-cultivation, and it means that harmful acts such as wielding 

one’s power to repress others have no place in Buddhist ethics. 

 One does not have to be a monk to practice Buddhist ethics, but one must practice self-

cultivation and compassion in daily life. 

Self-cultivation: 

 We can see that values promoted by Buddhism—including accountability, justice, and 

compassion—are mostly the same as those found in other ethical traditions. This is to be 

expected; we are all human beings, after all. 

 The difference is that Buddhism argues for these values in a different way and places 

perhaps a greater emphasis on self-cultivation. 

Conclusion: 

Buddhism has much to offer anyone thinking about the ethical use of technology, including those 

interested in AI. AI ethics guidelines should draw on the rich diversity of thought from the world’s 

many cultures to reflect a wider variety of traditions and ideas about how to approach ethical 

problems. The technology’s future will only be brighter for it. 

What does this quote means to you? (150 words)  “Fortitude is the guard and support 

of the other virtues” –John Locke 
Difficulty level: Easy 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 4 and part of ‘Quotes 
Wednesdays’ in Mission-2022 Secure. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Define what is Fortitude. 
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Body: 
Explain the quote in your own words. 
Mention what are the associated features of showing immense courage in times of adversity through 
suitable illustrations and mention what factors would drive one to show fortitude. Link fortitude to 
other virtues such as integrity, honesty, fairness etc 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by mentioning how crucial the value of fortitude is in public as well as private life. 
Introduction 

Fortitude is firmness of spirit, especially in difficulty. Fortitude is a willingness to freely go beyond 

the call of duty, to make sacrifices, to act on your convictions. Fortitude includes the courage to 

confront our personal weaknesses and attraction to vice. It provides for constancy in the pursuit of 

virtue. 

Body 

“The ultimate measure of a man is not where he stands in moments of comfort and convenience, 

but where he stands at times of challenges and controversy.” (Martin Luther King Jr) 

The above quote captures how fortitude is the guard of other virtues. One must be brave in faces 

the many curve ball and challenges that we face in life. Take for instance, when Gandhiji was being 

compelled to stop his Salt Satyagraha in 1930, he braved arrest rather than giving up what he 

believed in. 

In our lives many situations arise in which it becomes difficult to do the right thing, even when we 

know what it is. There may be all sorts of reasons for why it is disagreeable to act according to what 

we know is best. In order to stay strong, to do what is good, we need the third cardinal virtue, 

known alternately as fortitude, courage, or bravery. This is the virtue by which we do the right 

thing, even in the midst of hardship. 

When it is the hardest to uphold our virtues, it is fortitude that will support it. For instance, as 

Kautilya said in context of corruption, when there is honey on the tongue, it is difficult to not taste it. 

It was seen as the virtue of the soldier, who was determined to offer his life for the sake of a greater 

good. Now, those of us who struggle to live virtuous lives believe that we too are soldiers, that we 

too are engaged in battle, although the battle is not a physical one, but rather spiritual. 

Conclusion 

All the virtues exist as forms of balance, and so must be carefully distinguished from the various 

excesses which threaten to substitute for virtue. This is especially true in the case of fortitude, with 

can easily degenerate into extremes of brashness or cowardice. 

What does this quote means to you? (150 words)                                                          “The 

strength of a nation is derived from the integrity of the home”  –Confucius 
Difficulty level: Easy 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 4 and part of ‘Quotes 
Wednesdays’ in Mission-2022 Secure. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Define what is integrity. 
Body: 
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Explain the quote in your own words. 
With examples, mention how integrity can be a strength of the nation. You can link it with honest 
administration, righteous public, aware citizenry, socio-economic development etc. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by summarising importance of integrity in making a nation stronger. 
Introduction 

Being a social philosopher and thinker, Confucius has been at the forefront in establishing 

knowledge on the issues of justice, morality, sincerity, and correctness in governmental, personal, 

and social relationships. His ideas and values on the concepts of morality and justice have impacted 

on many generations. One of the most outstanding philosophies offered by Confucius is in the 

quote, “the strength of a nation derives from the strength of the home.” 

Body 

In this passage, Confucius addressed the role of the family in the growth and development of a 

nation. Confucius had strong regard on the family as the sole origin and foundation of the nation. In 

his opinion, Confucius stated that the stronger the family values, the stronger the nation would 

be. This is possible by embarking strong moral values to the family units. 

According to Confucius, it is impossible for one to teach others what he cannot teach his family. 

Being the smallest unit in the nation, the family plays a vital role in ensuring the stability and 

progress of the nation. 

The principle adopted by Confucius that, “people should not do to others what they don’t want to 

be done to them” is best applicable in the family level. By adopting this principle, a stronger and 

more united family will be established. It is notable that by ensuring strong families guided on 

integrity, the nation as a whole will be stronger since it is composed of families. 

The issues of love and sincerity have also been identified as key pillars in the family. This is also a 

core aspect in Confucius philosophy which advocated for a united society governed by good human 

relations. By ensuring order and harmony at an individual family level, it becomes automatic that 

the nation as a whole will have the order. 

This is so because a nation is a combination of homes which are built of different family members. 

It’s only by cultivating love among family members that the nation can demonstrate love. This 

entails respect within the family, love of children for their parents and love of parents for their 

children. 

Conclusion 

As observed in the discussion, the family plays a crucial role in modelling its members to be 

responsible members of the societies. Good moral values are also taught in the family thus ensuring 

a harmonious nation. Plato also famously said ‘State is individual writ large’ which also essentially 

captures the same idea put forth by Confucius. 

 

What do you understand by the quote?                                                                         

“Education which does not mould character is absolutely worthless” – Mahatma Gandhi  

(150 words) 
Difficulty level: Easy 
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Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 4 and part of ‘Quotes 
Wednesdays’ in Mission-2022 Secure. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by explaining the quote. 
Body: 
Start by mentioning that there exists a difference between being literate and being educated. The 
education without values is like body without soul. Mention the ramifications of the same. 
Substantiate with examples. 
Conclusion: 
Suggest way to inculcate values for character building. 
Introduction 

“To educate a person in mind and not in morals is to educate a menace to society” aptly captures 

the idea behind the above quote by Mahatma Gandhi. Education promotes the metamorphosis of a 

child to become a full-fledged adult. Mere learning without promotion and development of values 

even discards the definition of education. Education of values and principles shapes and moulds a 

soul 

Body 

Achieving academic excellence for all students is at the very core of any school’s purpose, and will 

inform much of what they do. Character education is not a new thing, extending as it does back to 

the work of Aristotle. Yet it could be argued that the pursuit of success in schools in more recent 

years has sought to put the cart before the horse. In driving students to think of success solely in 

terms of exam grades and university places, pressure is created that can often be counter intuitive to 

student well- being and academic progress. 

It does not matter how educated or wealthy one is, if the inherent character or personality lacks 

morals. In fact, such personalities can be threat to a peaceful society. E.g.: Mussolini, Hitler are all 

examples of education devoid of morality leading mankind to their destruction. 

In contemporary times it is equally relevant. For instance, An educated man taking dowry will be a 

death spell for gender equality and gender justice. The seven sins of Gandhiji will materialise when 

we are educated without morality like Science without humanity as is the case with nuclear weapons 

today. 

Thus, Education without values as useful as it seems makes a man, a clever devil. 

Conclusion 

Education without morals is like a ship without a compass, merely wandering nowhere. It is not 

enough to have the power of concentration, but we must have worthy objectives upon which to 

concentrate. It is not enough to know truth, but we must love truth and sacrifice for it. 

What does this quote means to you? (150 words)                                                            “Be 

happy with what you have and are, and you won’t ever have to hunt for happiness” 
Difficulty level: Easy 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 4 and part of ‘Quotes 
Wednesdays’ in Mission-2022 Secure. 
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Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Define being content in life and grateful for it. 
Body: 
Explain the quote in your own words. 
Present the detailed analysis of the quote with relevant examples from across the world. State the 
reasons for indulgence in excessive materialism and its impact on us. 
Bring out how minimalist mind set and simple life can bring about positive changes at individual, 
societal, national and a global level. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with a positive note that surmises -To be content is to be great. 
Introduction 

Contentment is to be happy with what you have and find satisfaction in your present circumstances. 

Learning how to be content comes from a combination of intentional mindset shifts, habit changes, 

and being aware of our thoughts and actions. One must learn to be grateful to be happy with one’s 

circumstances and the way in which their life is going. 

Body 

Happiness is not a tangible substance that can be bought by money. It is a state of being at peace 

with what we have and where we are in life. Often, we measure our condition with a benchmark or 

what society deems to be ‘success’. 

This may differ from person to person. For instance, for a poor man, owning a pucca house might 

give happiness and for the richest man, having good health might be source of happiness. It varies in 

context, time and place. 

But as long as one is happy with where they are, they do not have to go in search of happiness. 

Although there is no one-size-fits-all program to be happy, one can still learn how to be content and 

in turn be happy. 

 Practice gratitude: It is impossible to develop contentment without gratitude—they are 

inseparable. And a grateful person is one who has learned to focus on the good 

things in their life, not the things they lack. 

 Take control of attitude: A person who lacks contentment in their life will often engage in 

“when and then thinking” – “when I get _______, then I will be happy.” 

o Instead, take control of the attitude. Happiness is not reliant on the acquisition of 

any possession. It is based solely upon one’s decision to be happy. 

 Stop comparing with others: Comparing one’s life with someone else’s will always lead to 

discontentment. There will always be people who “appear” to be better off than us and 

seemingly living the perfect life. 

 Be content with what you have but grow: Never stop learning, growing, or discovering. 

o Take pride in one’s personhood and the progress that one has made, but never 

become so content that we cannot find room for improvement. 

o Contentment is not the same as complacency. 
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One must find True contentment. True contentment is a deep-seated sense of accepting who and 

where we are at any given moment. Too often, we get so entrenched in our busy lives that we don’t 

even notice where we are. We only focus more on where we were or where we want to be instead 

of where we are now. In other words, our focus is on the past or the future, rather than the 

present. 

Conclusion 

Happiness gained through success or materialism is only temporary. The grass is always greener on 

the other side. Happiness can be gained by being content and grateful. Contentment is simply 

gratitude, appreciation, and acceptance for the way things are right now. Once this is attained, an 

individual will not have to hunt for his own happiness. 

 

Aptitude and foundational values for Civil Service , integrity, impartiality and non-

partisanship, objectivity, dedication to public service, empathy, tolerance and 

compassion towards the weaker sections. 

Romanticisation of poverty displays lack of compassion towards weaker sections and in 

the long run, harms the poor instead of helping them. Discuss. (150 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 4 and part of ‘Abstract 
Thursdays’ in Mission-2022 Secure. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about how romanticisation of poverty by media and in real life is ineffective as well as shows 
lack of empathy towards the poor. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you must debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You must give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Begin by describing romanticisation of poverty. 
Body: 
In the first part further elaborate with examples how romanticisation of poverty happens. Also add 
bottom of pyramid approach some companies adopt. 
In the next part, substantiate how Romanticisation of poverty does not help the poor but actually 
harms them. Affecting poverty alleviation programmes directly and indirectly, overemphasis on 
modern credit, displaying lack of sensitivity towards poor and their issues and complete disregard of 
ground realities. 
Conclusion: 
Stress upon the importance of taking an empathetic approach towards poverty alleviation. 
Introduction 

There is a deep romanticization of struggle that has found acceptance and normalization, so much so 

that the privileged found it to almost be a trend to follow by listing out what they deem to be their 

struggles. There is an abundance of stories, films or documentaries which present to the viewer the 
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person who has fought all odds to become successful, the one who works hard relentlessly, the 

diamond in the rough. 

This struggle and suffering is romanticized even more for the poor as this narrative is made to be 

one size fits all, it becomes a test to which the poor would have to take and pass with flying colours 

to be considered worthy. 

Body 

Romanticizing the poor not only does not help them, it actually harms them 

 Market solutions to poverty are very much in vogue. These solutions, which include services 

and products targeting consumers at the “bottom of the pyramid,” portray poor people as 

creative entrepreneurs and discerning consumers. 

o Yet this rosy view of poverty-stricken people is not only wrong, but also harmful. 

o It allows corporations, governments, and non-profits to deny this vulnerable 

population the protections it needs. 

o Romanticizing the poor also hobbles realistic interventions for alleviating poverty. 

 It results in too little emphasis on legal, regulatory, and social mechanisms to protect the 

poor who are vulnerable consumers. 

 Next, it results in overemphasis on micro-credit and under-emphasis on fostering modern 

enterprises that would provide employment opportunities for the poor. 

 The rags to riches stories that make rounds are one in a thousand phenomenon. This can 

lead to unrealistic expectations from the deprived sections, sometimes leading to grave 

psychological distress. 

 Media highlights the troubles of poor as a great story of resilience. For example, the news 

around “the 15-year-old girl from Bihar” who cycled from Gurgaon to Darbhanga along with 

her injured father is a case in point. 

o Jyoti Kumari, who covered the distance of over 1200 km in 7 days during 

lockdown was applauded for her bravery and skill all over social media, including a 

tweet by Ivanka Trump who called the situation a “beautiful feat of endurance & 

love.” 

o This situation leaves a lot to unpack for us, concerning the issue of romanticisation 

of poverty, struggle, endurance and agency. 

 Politicians exploit poverty of people, romanticize the issue and convert the poor into their 

vote bank, ultimately forgetting about them for the next five years. 

 Romanticising poverty is appealing since it implies the poor can cope on their own. 

o A growing and trendy segment of tourism offers: Guided tours of slum in Mumbai, 

or observe street children live in and around Delhi’s main railway station. 

 ‘Poortainment’: Fashion magazine Vogue India featured a 16-page spread of poor Indians 

wearing super expensive accessories by designers such as Fendi, Burberry, and Marc 

Jacobs. Entertainment and poverty have come together: ‘Poortainment. 
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Conclusion 

The gap between the rich and the poor is getting ever wider. The media brings the poor into our 

living room every day highlighting their plight as greatness or story of resiliency. The solution is 

to put poverty in a zoo, and sanitise it, even romanticise it. Then one can photograph the poor, film 

poverty, and even visit the poor. This phenomenon must stop and legitimate actions for poverty 

alleviation must be taken. 

Compassion is the wish to see others free from suffering. In regard to this statement, 

explain the importance of compassion. (150 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 4 and part of ‘Abstract 
Thursdays’ in Mission-2022 Secure. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about compassion and its importance in life. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start by defining compassion or a quote about compassion from a great personality. 
Body: 
Write about the importance of compassion in our daily lives as well as towards various vulnerable 
sections. Cite examples to substantiate your points. Mention as to how compassion makes this world 
a better place. 
Conclusion: 
Complete the answer by underscoring the need for more compassion in the world, especially in these 
testing and trying times. 
Introduction 

Compassion is a deeper level of empathy, demonstrating an actual desire to help the suffering 

person. It is a unique feeling of sympathy for the suffering of others that involves emotions and 

empathy towards others, a sense of understanding, and the drive to protect. It is the sympathetic 

pity and concern for the sufferings or misfortunes of others. It motivates people to go out of their 

way to help the physical, mental, or emotional pains of another and themselves. Compassion is 

often regarded as having sensitivity, an emotional aspect to suffering. Qualities of compassion are 

patience and wisdom; kindness and perseverance; warmth and resolve. 

Body 

 Compassion is a virtue that involves Acknowledgment, understanding, and emotional 

resonance linked with action aimed at understanding the person and the amelioration of 

suffering 

 Take for instance the example of Mother Teresa. Mother Teresa was the epitome of 

compassion. If ever one would dare to give a core competency to her, it is this single 

characteristic of being a compassionate person. She radiated this quality, when on earth, in 

a way, few humans could ever do; her love for the marginalized and the vulnerable and 

particularly for the poorest of the poor and the dying destitute was boundless. 

 Compassion takes empathy and sympathy a step further. When you are compassionate, you 

feel the pain of another (i.e., empathy) or you recognize that the person is in pain (i.e., 
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sympathy), and then you do your best to alleviate the person’s suffering from that situation. 

Thus, the emphasis here is on action and wanting to help. 

 When you’re compassionate, you’re not running away from suffering, you’re not feeling 

overwhelmed by suffering, and you’re not pretending the suffering doesn’t exist. When you 

are practicing compassion, you can stay present with suffering. 

 Our compassion for others can lead to alleviation of great distress of people. For 

example, during the recent migrant crisis, the Bollywood Actor Sonu Sood became quite 

well known for his help to them on compassionate grounds. Thousands of poor and 

vulnerable people were given help through him. 

 Even at personal level, we have to be compassionate to our friends and family. Only then 

can we share both happiness and their sufferings together. This is the key to be happy. 

 On an individual level, one must be compassionate about themselves, to be happy in life. 

For instance, it is important to acknowledge our abilities and not be hard on ourselves when 

we encounter a failure. As candidates of UPSC, being demotivated and failure is part of the 

process. This does not mean; we have to believe ill about our capacity and self-loathe. 

Rather we must overcome that with compassion, trying to empathise with ourselves. 

 Compassion and helping others gives a sense of satisfaction and fulfilment that makes the 

person in need and ourselves happy and satisfied. 

 Compassion broadens our Perspective beyond ourselves. It helps us release Stress and 

Depression. People who are self-focused are more prone to distress and depression as 

compared to people who are open and compassionate to others. 

 Compassion results in other people get attracted to ourselves. When we take interests in 

other’s lives and solve their problems, they are naturally attracted towards you and consider 

your presence essential in their lives. 

Conclusion 

The world desperately stands in need of compassion today. A compassion, which reaches out to the 

unloved, the ostracized, the marginalized and the vulnerable. A compassion, that takes a stand for 

the poor, the victims of injustice, the refugees and the displaced. A compassion, that is able to 

negate and overcome the hate and divisiveness. The humankind must be compassionate to each 

other to see the world thrive. 
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Emotional intelligence-concepts, and their utilities and application in 

administration and governance. 

The quality of our lives depends not on whether or not we have conflicts, but on how 

we respond to them. Comment of the role of emotional intelligence in conflict 

resolution. (150 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: Ethics by Lexicon publications. 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 4 and part of ‘Conceptual 
Tuesdays’ in Mission-2022 Secure. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write the role of emotional intelligence in resolving conflicts. 
Directive word:  
Comment– here we must express our knowledge and understanding of the issue and form an overall 
opinion thereupon. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start by defining conflict resolution in the light of the above given statement. 
Body: 
In brief mention about the conflicts and arguments that happen on daily basis and their nature. Give 
examples. 
Next, mention how emotional intelligence plays in the process of conflict resolution process. Write 
about self-awareness, self-management, social awareness and relationship management and their 
role in the resolution process. Substantiate with examples 
Conclusion: 
Write about importance of conflict resolution in an empathetic and a productive manner using EI. 
Introduction 
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Conflict resolution can be defined as the informal or formal process that two or more parties use to 

find a peaceful solution to their dispute. Emotional intelligence or EI is the ability to understand and 

manage your own emotions, and those of the people around you. EI helps in understanding the 

emotions, evaluating it and managing it which paves the way for conflict resolution. 

Body: 

Components of Emotional intelligence: 

 Self-awareness: being aware of your reactions and tendencies 

 Self-management: staying on top of, and managing your reactions 

 Social awareness: being able to perceive what others are feeling and thinking and picking up 

on the emotions of others 

 Relationship management: using your awareness of your emotions and those of others to 

manage interactions; this includes communicating clearly and handling conflict. 

 Stress tolerance: To stay focused, stress should be managed and it involves own reactions to 

stress or the reactions of others to the stress. Employees with high EQs are more likely to 

listen, reflect, and respond to constructive criticism 

 Impulse control: Independent people evaluate the alternatives and initiate the work by 

taking appropriate action by executing the right options. People who manage their impulses 

avoid being distracted and losing control of the situation. Emotionally intelligent employees 

are more likely to keep their cool under pressure 

 Optimism: Optimistic people have a target that they’re aiming toward. These people are 

confident in their ability to carry out the required actions and meet the target by looking for 

successful solutions to problems. 

 Negotiation: For being able to empathize and be creative in finding win-win solutions will 

consistently pay off to all the stakeholders involved. 

How EI helps in Conflict resolution: 

 Self-serving fairness interpretations: Rather than deciding what’s fair from a position of 

neutrality, we interpret what would be most fair to us, then justify this preference on the 

bases of fairness. 

o For example, department heads are likely to each think they deserve the lion’s share 

of the annual budget. Disagreements about what’s fairlead to clashes. 

 Overconfidence: We tend to be overconfident in our judgments, a tendency that leads us to 

unrealistic expectations. Disputants are likely to be overconfident about their odds of 

winning a lawsuit, 

o For example, an error that can lead them to shun a negotiated settlement that 

would save them time and money. 

 Escalation of commitment: Whether negotiators are dealing with a labor strike, a merger, or 

an argument with a colleague, they are likely to irrationally escalate their commitment to 

their chosen course of action, long after it has proven useful. 
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o We desperately try to recoup our past investments in a dispute (such as money 

spent on legal fees), failing to recognize that such “sunk costs” should play no role in 

our decisions about the future. 

 Conflict avoidance: Because negative emotions cause us discomfort and distress, we may try 

to tamp them down, hoping that our feelings will dissipate with time. 

o In fact, conflict tends to become more entrenched, and parties have a greater need 

for conflict resolution when they avoid dealing with their strong emotions. 

Conclusion: 

Governance in modern times is becoming increasing complex with affective components of 

behaviour having a major role to play. Intelligence quotient alone can’t solve majority of problems 

an administrator faces, use of emotional intelligence is a must for better public service delivery as 

well as redressal.  

How does emotional intelligence influence in improving an organisation’s productivity? 

(150 words) 
Difficulty level: Easy 
Reference: A Practical approach to Ethics Integrity & Aptitude by DK Balaji 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 4 and part of ‘Conceptual 
Tuesdays’ in Mission-2022 Secure. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about how EI influences productivity in an organisation. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Start by defining emotional intelligence (EI) 
Body: 
Write about how EI plays a part in enhancing the productivity of an organisation – improves 
communication, promotes problem solving and innovation, mitigates conflicts and strengthens 
collaboration and teamwork etc. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by writing about other benefits of EI. 
Introduction 

Emotional intelligence (EI) is the ability to identify, use, understand, and manage one’s emotions 

as well as emotions of others in positive ways to relieve stress, communicate effectively, 

empathize with others, overcome challenges and defuse conflict. 

Body 

Role of Emotional Intelligence in improving an organisation’s productivity 

 The workplace represents a distinct social community, separate from our personal lives, in 

which there is a growing appreciation that higher EI allows a person to understand 

themselves and others better, communicate more effectively, and cope with challenging 

situations. 

 Employees with high EQs are more likely to listen, reflect, and respond to constructive 

criticism. 
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 Emotionally intelligent leaders tend to have greater empathy. For example, if you notice a 

co-worker displaying some nonverbal signs of sadness, you might take them aside to offer 

empathy. 

 When you are empathetic and understanding of others’ emotions, you can make decisions 

with ease and complete tasks more efficiently. 

 If we consider communication in the workplace, and more specifically, conflict resolution in 

the workplace, individuals with higher emotional intelligence are more likely to approach 

conflict resolution in a collaborative manner, working together with others in order to 

effectively reach a mutually acceptable outcome. 

 Emotionally intelligent employees are more likely to keep their cool under pressure. For 

example, if you know you had a rough night, you might attempt to change your behaviours 

the following workday by shifting your focus toward more positive feelings. 

 Relationships in the workplace are affected by how we manage our own emotions and our 

understanding of the emotions of those around us. 

 Studies have linked higher emotional intelligence with better job satisfaction as well as 

overall job performance. 

 Success requires a team and leaders, by definition, require followers. Leaders can empower 

others in a variety of ways. They enable others by fostering collaboration and building 

trust. Successful leaders share power, delegate well, and do what’s necessary to help 

others perform. 

 Good networking skills are a staple of job effectiveness for the average worker. Networking 

has too often been associated with “using” other people, but a heightened EQ ensures a 

mutually beneficial approach to others. 

Conclusion 

Practicing emotional intelligence can help improve company culture, and your own well-being both 

in and out of the workplace. An   organization   that   is 

emotionally  intelligent  has  employees  who  are  productive, motivated  and  efficient.  They  are 

committed  to  achieving their goals. Team 

members  are  able  to  work  together  in  the  most  effective 

manner,  and  provide  better  results  for  the  organization  as  a whole. 

Contributions of moral thinkers and philosophers from India and world. 

Though, Bentham and J.S.Mill are great proponents of the theory of Utilitarianism, 

there are some differences between their approaches. Compare and Contrast. (150 

words) 
Difficulty level: Tough 
Reference: plato.stanford.edu 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 4 and part of ‘Philosophical 
Mondays’ in Mission-2022 Secure. 
Key Demand of the question: 
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To compare and contrast the theory of Utilitarianism proposed by Bentham and Mill. 
Directive word:  
Compare and contrast – provide for a detailed comparison of the two types, their features that are 
similar as well as different. One must provide for detailed assessment of the two. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Give the definition of utilitarianism to begin your answer. 
Body: 
Give a description of the utilitarian concept of Bentham and how it can be quantitatively measured 
according to him and contrast it with the ideas of Utilitarianism and Individualism of J S Mill and his 
idea of measuring utility qualitatively and differentiating different pleasures. Also, mention their 
similarities. 
Use examples to illustrate their philosophies. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with an illustration to support the more relevant concept of Utilitarianism according to 
either Bentham or JS Mill. 
Introduction 

Utilitarianism is a theory of morality, which advocates actions that foster happiness or pleasure and 

opposes actions that cause unhappiness or harm. When directed toward making social, economic, or 

political decisions, a utilitarian philosophy would aim for the betterment of society as a whole. 

Utilitarianism would say that an action is right if it results in the happiness of the greatest number of 

people in a society or a group. The theory was propounded by John Stuart Mill and Jeremy 

Bentham. 

Body 

An example for Utilitarianism: 

For example, if I were to steal bread from a market for my poor family, even though a Kantian ethics 

would hold that stealing is absolutely wrong no matter what the consequences, utilitarianism might 

say it is justifiable, since that bread will make my family happier as they haven’t eaten for days, 

compared to the grocer selling it for a few measly pennies. 

Similarities between Bentham theory and Mill theory on utilitarianism: 

 Bentham and Mill both believed that human actions are motivated entirely by pleasure and 

pain. 

  

 Both propounded that the moral value of an act was determined by the pleasure it 

produced. 

  

 Both Bentham and Mill thus endorse “classical” or “hedonistic” forms of utilitarianism. 

The main differences between Bentham theory and Mill theory are: 

 Bentham advocated that the pleasures and the pains differ in quantity and not in quality. He 

said that pains and pleasures can be computed mathematically. But Mill said that pain and 

pleasure can’t be measured arithmetically they differ in quality only. 
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 According to Bentham utilitarianism there is a gulf between individual interest and general 

happiness. But Mill narrowed down the gulf between individual interest and general 

happiness. 

 Bentham recognized only external sanctions. But Mill recognized not only external, but 

internal sanctions also which would constrain the individual to promote general happiness, 

because every individual possesses a feeling for the happiness of mankind. 

 Bentham’s principle of utility, in a society of wolves, would exalt wolfishness; in a society of 

saint it would exalt saintliness. But according to Mill saintliness should be the criterion of 

utility in any society whatsoever. 

 Bentham utilitarianism supports the greatest good of the greatest number. But here there is 

a chance for suppression of minorities’ rights. So, Mill supported individualism. 

 Bentham supported democratic government in any condition but Mill supported monarchy 

for primitive man and democratic government for people who are able to understand value 

of democratic government. It means Mill supported democracy based on condition of man. 

 Bentham purely did not accept State’s intervention in the individual’s liberty. But Mill 

supported State control over the institution of private property by holding that it can well 

impose taxation on the socially-created values. 

Conclusion 

Utilitarianism is a form of consequentialism because it rests on the idea that it is the consequences 

or results of actions, laws, policies, etc. that determine whether they are good or bad, right or 

wrong. In general, whatever is being evaluated, we ought to choose the one that will produce the 

best overall results. In the language of utilitarians, we should choose the option that “maximizes 

utility,” i.e. that action or policy that produces the largest amount of good. 

Value addition: 

Jeremy Bentham describes his “greatest happiness principle” as: “Nature has placed mankind under 

the governance of two sovereign masters, pain and pleasure. It is for them alone to point out what 

we ought to do, as well as to determine what we shall do.” 

For instance, Bentham’s utilitarianism would approve of active euthanasia, as it would not only 

relieve the suffering of the terminally ill patient but also would be beneficial for the family, both 

monetarily as well as emotionally. 

The ethical theory of John Stuart Mill (1806-1873) is most extensively articulated in his classical 

text Utilitarianism (1861). Mill defines “utilitarianism” as the creed that considers a particular 

“theory of life” as the “foundation of morals”. Its goal is to justify the utilitarian principle as the 

foundation of morals. This principle says actions are right in proportion as they tend to promote 

overall human happiness. So, Mill focuses on consequences of actions and neither on rights nor 

ethical sentiments. 

In contrast to a form of hedonism that conceives pleasure as a homogeneous matter, Mill was 

convinced that some types of pleasure are more valuable than others in virtue of their inherent 

qualities. For this reason, his position is often called “qualitative hedonism”. 
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Justify how Rawls’ theory of justice guarantees a just and morally acceptable society. 

(150 word) 
Difficulty level: Tough 
Reference: plato.stanford.edu 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 4 and part of ‘Philosophical 
Mondays’ in Mission-2022 Secure. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about how Rawl’s theory of justice an lead a morally better society. 
Directive word:  
Justify – When you are asked to justify, you must pass a sound judgement about the truth of the 
given statement in the question or the topic based on evidence.  You must appraise the worth of the 
statement in question using suitable case studies or/ and examples. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by mentioning how John Rawls gave his theory of how a just society must be in order to have a 
fair and equitable system for all. 
Body: 
Discuss Rawls ideas of Justice and his theory to bring maximum benefit to the most underprivileged 
section of the society and establish social ethics. Use examples or cases to justify your answer. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude on the point that John Rawls primarily promoted principles of equity, social justice and a 
universal system of fairness. 
Introduction 

John Rawls was an American moral and political philosopher in the liberal tradition. Rawls’s theory 

of justice revolves around the adaptation of two fundamental principles of justice which would, in 

turn, guarantee a just and morally acceptable society. The first principle guarantees the right of 

each person to have the most extensive basic liberty compatible with the liberty of others. The 

second principle states that social and economic positions are to be to everyone’s advantage and 

open to all. 

Body: 

John Rawls theory of Social Justice guarantees a just and morally acceptable society: 

 Rawls’ theory of justice as fairness encompasses a central contention that principles of 

justice is essential to the structure of a constitutional democracy. It must be viewed as 

political in contrast to more comprehensive moral, philosophical or religious doctrines. 

 His concept of social justice gives emphasis to fairness, it must be fair to all, to the most 

talented as well as the most disadvantaged section. 

 Rawls uses the idea of a veil of ignorance to argue that fair and just distribution can be 

defended on rational grounds. He says that if a person keeps herself/himself under the ‘veil 

of ignorance’ then s/he would come up with the just distribution, fair laws and policies that 

would affect the whole society. 

 Rawls further says that the institutions must be fair or just. They must keep themselves 

above parochial interests. In many societies there are such institutions which have been 

created to serve group’s interests and such institutions cannot serve the interests of justice. 
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 The contents of the “social primary goods” specified by Rawls are of particular importance, 

for the fair distribution of them, namely, liberty and opportunity, income and wealth and 

basis of self-respect in a society will undoubtedly help to achieve the much-needed social 

justice. 

 For example: The recent 10% reservation for the Economically Weaker Sections in education 

and jobs; reservations for SC/ST etc. 

 Another important aspect of his theory is that while laying emphasis on the equal 

distribution of the “social primary goods”, he envisages “an unequal distribution” of the 

“social primary goods” if such unequal distribution is “to the advantage of the least 

favoured”. 

 Example: progressive tax system in India, multi-tiered GST system, Philanthropy. 

 In envisaging such “unequal distribution” of the social primary goods to benefit the “least 

favoured” in the society. 

Conclusion: 

His works have influenced famous thinkers like Amartya Sen, Thomas Nagel, Thomas Pogge etc. The 

concept of Social and Economic Justice is adopted in our Constitution in the form of Directive 

Principles of State Policy. 

Value addition: 

Basic principles of his theory: 

 Rawls suggests two basic principles of justice. 

 Principle of Equal Liberty: 

o It means each person is to have an equal right to the most extensive basic liberty 

compatible with a similar liberty for others. 

o Examples: freedom of thought, speech and expression, universal suffrage, freedom 

from arbitrary arrest and seizure, the right to hold public office etc. 

 Difference Principle: There are 2 parts under this 

o Fair equality of opportunity: It postulates that public policies are reasonably 

expected to be to everyone’s advantage and public position and offices are open to 

all. 

o Difference principle: It justifies only those social and economic inequalities that 

maximize benefits to the least advantaged citizens. 

 These principles provide an operating logic for the determination of public interest by the 

decision- makers. 

 

Plato’s cardinal virtues are currently more relevant than ever. Explain with examples. 

(150 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
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Reference: plato.stanford.edu 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 4 and part of ‘Philosophical 
Mondays’ in Mission-2022 Secure. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the relevance of Plato’s cardinal virtues in the present times. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
 Begin by mentioning about the Plato’s 4 cardinal virtues – Wisdom, Courage, Justice and 
Moderation. 
Body: 
In brief, describe the virtues of Plato and what they meant according to him. Four cardinal virtues on 
which rest all the remaining moral virtues. 
Next, one by one, bring out the relevance of these virtues in present. Cite examples as to show how 
these virtues are still important. 
For e.g. – Courage in times of pandemic etc. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by stressing on the overall importance of the virtues. 
Introduction 

The four cardinal virtues of Plato are justice, wisdom (prudence), courage (fortitude), and 

moderation (self-control, temperance). They come not just from Plato or Greek philosophy but are 

found in scriptures as well. These four are called “cardinal” virtues from the Latin word for “hinge”. 

All other virtues hinge on these four. 

Body 

Justice 

Justice for Plato was when every individual as fitted by nature, performed his duties in the society. 

He said, justice is served when rulers are wise, soldiers are courageous and producers are 

productive. 

Contemporary relevance 

Though Plato’s justice may not be suitable in the current times, Justice as fairness will always remain 

relevant. In a world where there is stark divide between rich and poor, the haves and have-nots; 

there is a need for socio economic justice. To remove the ills of gender discrimination and violence, 

there is a need for gender justice. Human dignity as given by Kant, cannot be realised without the 

idea of Justice. There cannot be rule of law without Justice. E.g.: Sister Abhaya case in Kerala, where 

convicts were brought to justice recently. Justice, is thus a virtue that sustains the human existence. 

Wisdom 

Plato believed that knowledge of philosophy was the path to attain wisdom. So, philosophy is the 

love of wisdom and, more importantly, the philosopher is the friend or, better, lover of 

wisdom. Wisdom is meant to be action-guiding. In the Republic Plato’s injunction is in effect: 

“Become wise yourself, or if you are incapable of it, let yourself be guided by one who is truly wise.” 

Contemporary relevance: We live in an age of extreme competition where in education plays crucial 

role in determining our place in the society. Wisdom in the form of common sense is of utmost 

important to prevent being deceived. Moreover, as human beings are increasingly becoming more 

materialistic and consumerist, there is a need to reign the greed of desires. This is possible when the 
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mankind is not just educated or worldly wise but also has deeper wisdom regarding their actions and 

its impact on the planet. As Plato says, reality is a shadow of ideas, it is more important to 

understand the Essence. 

Courage 

In Plato’s Laches, multiple definitions of Courage can be found. Courage is the knowledge of what 

inspires fear or confidence. It is the quality of mind or spirit that enables a person to face difficulty, 

danger, pain, without fear and with bravery. 

In contemporary times, mankind is faced by multiple dangers such as life-threatening pandemic, 

climate change induced disasters. On a micro level, any small change in life can be fear inducing. For 

instance, going abroad for higher studies or quitting a high paying job to pursue civil services. Every 

decision of our lives requires courage and conviction to materialise it into reality. 

Moderation 

Moderation is primarily a personal virtue aimed at rational self‐control of extreme appetites for 

food, drink, and wealth. Plato associates moderation with the proper functioning of the appetitive 

part of the soul.  Hence, moderation in a person will be the result of the “agreement” on the part of 

the appetitive part to the rule of the reasoning part. 

This virtue is most relevant in current economy driven by excessive wastage of natural resources. As 

Gandhi said, there is enough for everyone’s need and not everyone’s greed. Moderation is the key 

for sustainable development. It also prevents one to be on either extreme of a spectrum in life. 

Conclusion 

The four cardinal values form a virtue theory of ethics. The virtues are called cardinal because they 

are regarded as the basic virtues required for a virtuous life. Our value system and principles help us 

stay grounded and form an integral part of our identities. In the end, all that matters are not how 

much wealth or riches one had, rather the virtuous path uasionone took in the journey of lifeSwami 

Vivekananda believed in the transformation of man through moral and spiritual education as a 

solution for all social evils. Elucidate. (150 words) 

Difficulty: Easy 
Reference: Ethics by Lexicon publications. 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 4 and part of ‘Philosophical 
Mondays’ in Mission-2022 Secure. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write upon the philosophy of Swami Vivekananda to eradicate social evils through moral 
awareness. 
Directive: 
Elucidate – Give a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the particular context. 
You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with relevant associated 
facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Giver a brief introduction of Swami Vivekananda’s philosophy. 
Body: 
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In the first part, write about Swami Vivekananda’s Practical Vedanta. He believed in the basic 
oneness of existence and advocated strongly the eternal sameness or homogeneity beyond all 
differentiation, the unity of all personalities. 
Mention how Swami Vivekananda’s teaching towards moral enlightenment were a mix a of 
traditional Vedantic teachings and modern education. 
Conclusion: 
Mention how his message is universal and eternal very much relevant to the present times. 
Introduction 

Swami Vivekananda (1863 – 1902), was a great thinker and reformer of India. He propounded ‘man-

making education’ which involves the harmonious development of the body, mind and 

soul. According to him, the lasting foundation for nation-building was not economics or politics but 

education. He tried to materialize the moral and spiritual welfare and upliftment of humanity, 

irrespective of caste, creed, nationality or time. 

Body 

Swami Vivekananda’s views on transformation of man through Education 

 Vivekananda was of the opinion that it was not sufficient to be able to distinguish between 

what is right and wrong, but that we also needed to develop the courage to execute ‘the 

right’. 

 He stressed a ‘spiritual’ education, by which he meant education that can build good 

character. 

 For instance, he opined that we need ‘life-building, man-making and nation-building’ 

education. 

 His ideas about education were based on Vedantic doctrine. According to Vivekananda 

education, like Yoga in its deeper sense, is a rapid psychological process towards perfection. 

 ‘Manifesting the perfection already within man’ was the keynote in Vivekananda’s 

approach to education. 

 For this Vivekananda prepared an outline of an educational system in accordance with 

fundamental principles that he thought were critical to achieving this end. 

 The real education according to Swami Vivekananda is that which prepares the individual 

for struggle 

for  existence.  Education  prepares  a  man  for  social  service,  to  develop  his  character  a

nd finally iambuses him with the spirit and courage of a lion. 

 For getting degree is not an education, 

the  proper  education  must  be  viewed  on  the  basis  of  character,  mental  powers,  intell

igence and inculcates. g.: Self-confidence and self-reliance in the individuals. 

 With these strengths, he believed education could provide solutions to all social, political 

and global problems. 

 Vivekananda also believed that the mother tongue is  the  best  medium  for  social  or  mass 

education. For example, 

as picked  up  by  the  NEP  2019,  he  also  prescribes  the  learning  of  English  and  Sanskrit  
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leads  one  into  the  depths  of  our  vast  store  of  classics,  while  English  is  required  for  

mastering Western science and technology. 

Conclusion 

Swami 

Vivekananda  realized  that  it  is  only  through  education  that  the  uplift  of  masses  is  possible. 

Education  brings  to  light  its constructive,  practical  and  comprehensive  character. 

He  states  it  emphatically  that  if  society  is  to  be  reformed, education has to reach everyone-

high and low, because individuals are the very constituents of society. The sense of 

dignity  rises  in  man  when  he  becomes  conscious  of  his  inner  spirit,  and  that  is  the  very  pur

pose  of  education. 

Founding  education  on  the  firm  ground  of  our  own  philosophy  and  culture,  he  shows  the  be

st  of remedies for today’s social and global illness. 

Trusteeship, to Gandhi, was neither an economic expedient nor a make shift for him. It 

was a way of life. Comment. (150 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: mkgandhi.org 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 4 and part of ‘Philosophical 
Mondays’ in Mission-2022 Secure. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To explain about the trusteeship of Mahatma Gandhi and its aim of protecting dignity of beings over 
materialism. 
Directive: 
Comment– here we must express our knowledge and understanding of the issue and form an overall 
opinion thereupon. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start by defining the core idea of trusteeship philosophy of Mahatma Gandhi. 
Body: 
Further elaborate the concept of trusteeship with examples from Gandhian times to contemporary 
times. Gandhi’s economic ideas were part of his general crusade against poverty, exploitation 
against socio-economic injustice, and deteriorating moral standards. 
He wanted to liberate the modern economic philosophy from the quagmire of materialism and bring 
it to a higher spiritual plane. Human actions were motivated by social objectives of the protection of 
human rights. 
Conclusion: 
End the answer by stressing the need and importance of trusteeship in present times. 
Introduction 

Trusteeship is a socio-economic philosophy that was propounded by Mahatma Gandhi. It provides a 

means by which the wealthy people would be the trustees of trusts that looked after the welfare of 

the people in general. Gandhi believed that the wealthy people could be persuaded to part with 

their wealth to help the poor. Trusteeship is not merely a principle not even a philosophy. His idea of 

trusteeship needs to be revisited in times of growing inequality 

Body: 

Gandhiji’s doctrine of Trusteeship: 
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 Gandhi’s economic ideas were part of his general crusade against poverty, exploitation 

against socio-economic injustice, and deteriorating moral standards. 

 Gandhi was an economist of the masses and his approach was rooted in human dignity. 

 His economic philosophy is a result of innumerable experiments which he conducted in the 

course of his life. 

 His pragmatic approach gave a new direction to the existing socio-economic problems in the 

process of protecting human dignity. 

 Gandhism as a socio-economic philosophy suits not only to accomplish the higher ideals of 

democratic freedom and socialism but it was also thoroughly developed to meet the 

challenge of national and international forces of communism and capitalism. 

 The core of Gandhian economic thought is the protection of the dignity of human person 

and not mere material prosperity. 

 He aimed at the development, upliftment, and enrichment of human life rather than a 

higher standard of living with scant respect for human and social values. 

 Fundamental ethical values dominated his economic ideas. He wanted to liberate the 

modern economic philosophy from the quagmire of materialism and bring it to a higher 

spiritual plane. 

 Human actions were motivated by social objectives of the protection of human rights. 

 He based his doctrine of trusteeship on the first sloka of Isopanisad, according to which one 

is asked to dedicate everything to God and then use it only to the required extent. 

 The principal condition laid down in it is that one must not covet what belongs to others. 

 In other words, in the first instance, everything must be surrendered to God and then out of 

it one may use only that which is necessary for the service of God’s creation, according to 

one’s strict needs. 

 This makes it clear beyond doubt that it is not in industrial and business sectors only that the 

doctrine of trusteeship is to be made applicable. 

 The spirit of this doctrine is detachment and service. Unless these two virtues are inculcated, 

it is impossible to obey the command “covet not anybody’s riches.” 

 Therefore, Gandhi’s idea of trusteeship arose from his faith in the law of non-possession. 

 Man’s dignity, and not his material prosperity, is the centre of Gandhian economics. 

Gandhian economics aims at a distribution of material prosperity keeping only human 

dignity in view. 

 Thus it is dominated more by moral values than by economic ideas. 

 According to Gandhi, trusteeship is the only ground on which he can work out an ideal 

combination of economics and morals. 

Conclusion: 
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The philosophy of Trusteeship believes in inherent goodness of human beings. The Gandhian 

perspective is more relevant today than it was ever before. Gandhi wanted to ensure distributive 

justice by ensuring that business acts as a trustee to its many stakeholders, and specified that 

economic activities cannot be separated from humanitarian activities. Economics is part of the way 

of life which is related to collective values. 

Value addition: 

Relevance of trusteeship in contemporary world: 

 The revolutions that are raised from time to time in different countries are motivated by the 

same objectives of human dignity, justice, and equity. 

 It is very clear that the idea is relevant today as it aims at the social, economic, and political 

changes in the world. 

 One of the first steps to achieve this human dignity, justice, and equity is to eliminate the 

ever-present troublesome element of class struggle in the society. 

 Though the Gandhian concept of trusteeship does not seek to destroy any particular class, it 

provides us with an idea of how to narrow the class gap. 

 The practice of all the democratic nations has been to reduce the gap between the rich and 

the poor to a minimum. 

 In India we find this motive behind our cooperative policies, the community development 

projects, and the taxation policy that heavily taxes the upper class and gives some relief to 

the lower strata of society. 

 We find the manifestations of the Gandhian concept of trusteeship in these policies. 

 

Attitude: content, structure, function; its influence and relation with thought and 

behaviour; 

How does gaming addiction impact children? Do you think China’s recent imposition of 

three-hour limit on gaming, a good way to tackle it? (150 words) 
Difficulty level: Easy 
Reference: The Hindu 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 4 and part of ‘Abstract 
Thursdays’ in Mission-2022 Secure. 
Key Demand of the question:  
To write about the impact of gaming addiction impact children and to comment of China’s 3 hour per 
day cap on gaming. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by writing about the growing addiction of youngsters to video games affecting their physical 
and mental health. 
Body: 
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Mention the issues such as lack of social skills, hindrance in development of Emotional Intelligence, 
aggression and narcissistic behaviour, which hinders the overall development of the child. 
Also, you may mention the responsibility of a state to interfere into individual freedom when they 
clearly recognise a lifestyle hazard for their future citizens. Mention its possible impact on various 
stakeholders. 
Mention that any regulation must be in an empathetic and sensitive manner rather an autocratic 
manner. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by mentioning that the measured restriction on the gaming time of children is a welcome 
move as it would direct them towards enrichment in various other dimensions of life. 
Introduction 

Recently China imposed restrictions on gaming citing harm to Child health. Authorities in China, the 

world’s largest video games market, have worried for years about addiction to gaming and the 

internet among young people, setting up clinics which combine therapy and military drills for those 

with so-called “gaming disorders”. Rising rates of near-sightedness were also cited as a concern in 

2018. 

Body 

Gaming addiction impact on children 

Implications of excessive gaming may result in harmful effects on children’s education and 

wellbeing. 

 Interference with studies: One of the signs of gaming addiction is the impact on other areas 

of life. If school work is suffering – including boredom in lessons, difficulty concentrating or 

low motivation to complete homework – then their gaming habits should be assessed. 

 Exposure to violent, graphic or sexualised content: Increasing numbers of parents are 

concerned about the content of games they play.  Fortnite, for example, is rated 12+ – yet 

many primary school-age children play. Games with violent, sexualised or highly realistic 

content (including augmented reality and virtual reality games) can also have an emotional 

impact on children, especially the younger kids. 

o It’s a controversial area with conflicting research but a study from Science Daily has 

linked violent video games to aggression in young people. 

 If gaming is at the expense of connection with friends in real life, then this withdrawal can 

affect relationship skills in everyday situations. 

 Repetitive strain injury (RSI): Children and young people who play games for extended 

periods can be affected by RSI. Stiffness, aches, pain and numbness are signs to watch out 

for. 

o For example, ‘nintendinitis’ refers to thumb, wrist and hand problems associated 

with playing on gaming consoles. 

o Eye strain is also common if you look at screens for long periods without taking 

breaks. Screen glare can also affect vision. 

 Poor nutrition or self-care: When gaming addiction takes over, children and young people 

may skip meals, rely on junk food, resist taking toilet breaks or have poor hygiene. 
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 Poor quality sleep: Playing stimulating games for many hours at a time, particularly late at 

night, will make it harder to get to sleep. 

Is imposition of 3 hour limit a good proposition? 

 The new restrictions forbid children under 18 to play online games from Monday through 

Thursday, effective Sept. 1. They can only play for one hour, between 8 and 9 p.m., on 

Fridays, Saturdays, Sundays and public holidays. 

 Regulations are needed when the collective well-being of children is at stake. However, 3-

hour limit must also be rational and based on scientific studies. 

 Any restrictions must not be overtly authoritarian in nature, rather a result of discussion 

and deliberation. 

 Such regulations must take into account the views of gaming industry and explore 

alternative ways through which they can ensure children welfare. 

 A regulation must be in an empathetic and sensitive manner rather an autocratic manner. 

 Minors could still use their parents’ accounts to bypass the restrictions which may not serve 

the larger purpose. 

 Proper parental supervision and awareness can go a long way in ensuring children’s well-

being. 

Conclusion 

The measured restriction on the gaming time of children is a welcome move as it would direct them 

towards enrichment in various other dimensions of life. While these restrictions might be well 

intended, it must also be through a process of consultation and rationality. Criticism against the 

move must be factored in and reconsidered. 

  

Integrity is a foundational moral virtue, and the bedrock upon which good character is 

built. Substantiate. (150 words) 
Difficulty level: Easy 
Reference: A Practical approach to Ethics Integrity & Aptitude by DK Balaji 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 4 and part of ‘Conceptual 
Tuesdays’ in Mission-2022 Secure. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about how Integrity is at the core of good character. 
Directive word:  
Substantiate – When you are asked to Substantiate, you must pass a sound judgement about the 
truth of the given statement in the question or the topic based on evidence.  You must appraise the 
worth of the statement in question using suitable case studies or/ and examples. 
Introduction:  
Begin by defining what is Integrity and any relevant quote is possible. 
Body: 
Mention how integrity boosts the moral values such as honesty, fairness, decency etc that boosts 
one’s moral character and contributes to an ethical system. Use examples to support the argument. 
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Also, write about how with having Integrity as foundational value, we can add more virtues for 
ethical development. 
Conclusion: 
Mention that it further boosts self-awareness of individuals and aids for a just society. 
Introduction 

Integrity in its bare-bones essence means adherence to principles. It is a three-step 

process: choosing the right course of conduct; acting consistently with the choice—even when it is 

inconvenient or unprofitable to do so; openly declaring where one stands. Accordingly, integrity is 

equated with moral reflection, steadfastness to commitments, trustworthiness. C.S. Lewis, the 

great author opines that “Integrity is doing the right thing, even when no one is looking.” 

Body 

Acting with integrity means understanding, accepting, and choosing to live in accordance with one’s 

principles, which will include honesty, fairness, and decency. Character is one’s moral and ethical 

code, and integrity means that one lives according to that code. Thus, someone who lives with 

integrity, lives according to their moral values. 

For instance, Gandhiji withdrew the Non-cooperation movement in a jiffy when the violent Chaura-

Chauri incident took place. This show that Gandhiji’s character was true to his integrity. 

Character and action are intertwined so intimately that one’s professional duties, or even what is 

perceived by others as one’s duties, cannot override one’s conscience without negatively affecting 

(and changing) one’s character. For the physician to be of good character, it is vital that he or she 

follow his or her conscience in all things: in private life and also in his or her profession, i.e., in the 

treatment of patients. 

On the other hand, if an individual has a strong moral and ethical code but compromises what is 

right when it serves popular opinion, or in order to achieve personal gain, they are not living with 

integrity. Despite the quality of their character, their failure to live by their code creates significant 

behavioural problems. 

For instance, when heads of institution do acts of nepotism or crony capitalism, just for their 

personal benefits, the character flaw is evident. 

Conclusion 

Character cannot be separated from the person. To be of good character means that one’s habits, 

actions, and emotional responses all are united and directed toward the moral and the good. 

 

Attitude, when shaped in the right way, can influence behaviour to achieve a favourable 

outcome. Explain. (150 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: Ethics, Integrity and Aptitude by Lexicon Publications. 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 4 and part of ‘Conceptual 
Tuesdays’ in Mission-2022 Secure. 
Key Demand of the question: 
to develop a link between changing your attitude and changing your behaviour. 
Directive: 
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Elucidate – Give a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the particular context. 
You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with relevant associated 
facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
In the introduction, define attitude and behaviour. Mention the difference between attitude and 
behaviour. 
Body: 
With relevant examples elaborate on how attitude can be change and that change in the resultant 
behaviour. 
How behavior and attitude affect us and the need to adopt behaviours which are of empathy, 
compassion, fortitude and integrity. 
Conclusion: 
Complete the answer by stressing how changing to right behaviours and attitude can impact our life 
positively. 
Introduction 

Attitude refers to a set of emotions, beliefs, and behaviors toward a particular object, person, thing, 

or event. Attitudes are often the result of experience or upbringing, and they can have a powerful 

influence over behavior. 

Body: 

Attitude guides an individual’s behavior 

 Attitude is one of the main factors that trigger emotions, decision-making, thinking and 

behavior in an individual. Following are some examples of how attitude influence the 

behavior: 

 A positive attitude can will lead to a positive behavior. Ex: A person who has positive 

attitudes towards work and co-workers (such as contentment, friendliness, etc.) can 

positively influence those around them. 

 Similarly, negative attitude led to negative behavior. Ex: if a person has a negative attitude 

towards women, he will discriminate women in all fronts of life. 

 A selfish attitude will guide individual’s action in same manner. Ex: A cricketer who put his 

self-interest and profit above the nation, will take money to lose the game. 

 Logic or rational attitudes develop a rational behavior. Ex: a rational person will not act 

superstitiously and will always try to find rational behind any act. 

 An egoistic attitude will result in a negative attitude and behavior. Ex: elder individuals 

control their younger siblings even if they are wrong to satisfy their ego of being elder. 

 An attitude based on values and beliefs will act according to the values. Ex: in India touching 

feet of elders is guided by attitude of giving respect to them. 

Conclusion: 

Thus, it can be said that attitude guides one behavior. Therefore, a person’s attitude will define 

his/her actions. By training and persuading the people the attitude and behaviour can be changed in 

the right direction. 

Value addition: 
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social influence and persuasion 

Great arguments matter, but they are only one component. Other factors such as the 

persuader’s credibility and their ability to create a mutually beneficial position for 

themselves and the audience is key to achieving attitudinal change. Discuss. (150 

words) 
Difficulty level: Easy 
Reference: A Practical approach to Ethics Integrity & Aptitude by DK Balaji 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 4 and part of ‘Conceptual 
Tuesdays’ in Mission-2022 Secure. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about how Persuasive communication leads to the change in the attitude. 
Directive word:  

Attitude Behaviour 

Attitude refers to a person’s 

mental view, regarding the 

way he/she thinks or feels 

about someone or 

something.  

Behaviour implies the actions and conduct of an individual or group 

towards other persons. 

Attitude is more personal. Behaviour is more social. 

Factors like environment, 

experiences, and moral 

values mainly influence 

attitudes. 

Attitudes, character traits, biological factors like endocrine and 

nervous responses influence our behaviour. 

It is a hypothetical construct 

whose direct observation is 

not possible. 

Behaviour is visible through consequences and result. 

A person’s attitude is mainly 

based on the experiences 

gained by him during the 

course of his life and 

observations. 

The behavior of a person is based on the situation and 

circumstances.  

Attitude is a person’s inner 

thoughts and feelings. 

Behaviour is an expression of person’s attitude. 

Attitude is defined by the 

way we perceive things. 

Behaviour is ruled by social norms. 

Attitude reflects one’s 

emotions, opinions and 

thoughts. 

Behaviour reflects one’s attitude as actions are the reflection of our 

thoughts. 
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Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you must debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You must give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Begin the answer by defining persuasion. 
Body: 
In detail, bring out the various components which are a part of the process to bring about the 
attitude change. 
Source of the message (Person or institution): Credibility and Attractiveness. 
Content of the message – Suggestion, Use of primacy and recency effect. 
Receiver of the message – Influenceability, Selective attention and interpretation. 
Substantiate with examples. 
Write about the impediments to it and suggest steps to overcome them. 
Conclusion: 
Summarize the role of persuasion. 
Introduction 

Persuasion is a form of influence. It is the way to get people to agree with an idea, attitude, or action 

by rational and emotional means. It is a problem-solving strategy and relies on “appeals” rather than 

force. A persuasive argument is a list of connected statements, aimed at establishing a definite 

proposition for giving one conclusion on the issue. 

Body 

When Aristotle used the term ethos in the 5th century B.C.E. to describe one of the means of 

persuasion, he defined it as the “wisdom, sagacity, and character of the rhetor”. Modern scholars of 

communication and persuasion speak more about “credibility” as an attitude the audience has 

toward the speaker, based on both reality and perception, rather than an innate trait of the speaker. 

Audience members trust the speaker to varying degrees, based on the evidence and knowledge they 

have about the speaker and how that lines up with certain factors. Audience members trust the 

speaker to varying degrees, based on the evidence and knowledge they have about the speaker and 

how that lines up with certain factors like: 

 Similarity: speaker’s experiences, values, and beliefs in common with the audience along 

with the relation of audience to the speaker because of these commonalities. 

o For instance, using famous personalities like Amitabh Bachchan, Rahul Dravid to 

promote vaccination or provide message/information to people. 

 Character: speaker exhibiting, in word and action, in the speech and in everyday life, 

honesty and integrity. 

o For e.g.: To deal with issues like girl child education (Beti Bachao Beti Padhao, selfie 

with daughter), inter caste marriage, temple entry for women, persuasion may be 

the only solution because change has to be brought keep intact the dignity and 

respect of all stake holders. 

o This when done by a person who has been an ardent supporter of women’s rights 

and has fought for women’s causes, will have more impact. 
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 Competence: speaker’s expertise and sound knowledge about the topic, especially through 

first-hand experience and the competence of speaker in his/her ability to communicate that 

expertise. 

o For e.g.: When a noted cardiologist talks to people about how exercise keeps their 

hear fit and persuades people to take up jogging. This will have a stronger impact on 

people’s mind as the doctor with his competence/knowledge has told it. 

 Good will: Good perceptions of audience towards the speaker. 

o For e.g.: District collector visiting houses in the morning to persuade people for 

waste segregation before disposal. 

o success of the initiatives like Swachh Bharat Abhiyaan- cleanliness drives 

and Ujjwala give it up campaign can be attributed to persuasion 

The same speaker will have a different level of credibility with different audiences. For example, in 

regard to presidential campaigns, it is interesting to listen to how different people respond to and 

“trust” different candidates. 

Conclusion: 

Thus, speaker’s credibility does not exist alone. It is supported by a number of factors, including 

Aristotle’s other two traditional forms of persuasion, logos (logic, evidence, good reasoning, and lack 

of fallacious arguments) and pathos (personal and emotional appeals). 

Value addition: 

Ways of developing Credibility: 

 Source credibility: Thisinvolves two major criteria namely- expertise and trustworthiness. 

Along with these, likeness, similarity and physical attractiveness also plays a subtle role in 

influencing source credibility. Source credibility is further enhanced by information on 

background, formal training, education, legitimacy etc. Furthermore, non-verbal 

communication cues like facial expressions, formal training, education, personal experience 

etc. also play a divisive role. 

 Rational and emotional appeals:A rational appeal makes use of logical arguments and even 

factual evidence to persuade individuals about the legitimacy and likelihood of attainment of 

goals. An emotional appeal on the other hand, is framed to arouse emotions of the recipient 

and make use of the emotions as a means of persuasion. The most commonly used methods 

is the fear or threat appeal. 

 Reciprocity: Reciprocation is considered as a strong tool of persuasion which leads to a sense 

of obligation. The rule of reciprocity is highly effective and overpowering. 

 Commitment and Consistency: Boththe values are considered highly important as they are a 

valuable short-cut through the complicated nature of modern existence. If a person makes 

any commitment, he or she will likely take up all steps to honour that. Likewise, consistency is 

highly valued in society as it allows a person to make effective decisions and process 

information accordingly. 
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 Social proof: Thebehaviour of people surrounding us has a great effect on our thoughts and 

actions. The ‘power of crowd’ is considered very important. This becomes utmost effective 

when there are uncertainties or similarities in a situation. 

 Liking: Thisis simple as people usually agree to people whom they like. There are two primary 

factors which contribute to overall liking. They are: physical attractiveness and similarity of 

attitudes. 

 Authority: Peoplealways listen to those who are either knowledge or trustworthy. The words 

of an expert are always taken seriously by everyone concerned as compared to a beginner. 

 Scarcity: Scarcityis often underestimated by people as a method of persuasion. Anything 

which is of limited availability is given more importance by people. People want more of you 

when they cannot have. 

Public/Civil service values and Ethics in Public administration: Status and 

problems; ethical concerns and dilemmas in government and private institutions; 

laws, rules, regulations and conscience as sources of ethical guidance; 

accountability and ethical governance; strengthening of ethical and moral values 

in governance; ethical issues in international relations and funding;  

Do you think religion can be a source of ethical guidance? Justify with examples. (150 

words) 
Difficulty level: Tough 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 4 and part of ‘Abstract 
Thursdays’ in Mission-2022 Secure. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the extent to which religion can serve as the source of ethical guidance. 
Directive word:  
Justify – When you are asked to justify, you must pass a sound judgement about the truth of the 
given statement in the question or the topic based on evidence.  You must appraise the worth of the 
statement in question using suitable case studies or/ and examples. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Write about how various religions across the world lead to developmental of religious ethics. 
Body: 
Write how religious belief systems commands what an individual does. Many individuals and 
communities have been and continue to be led or influenced by the statutes and precepts of their 
religious groups to act in a certain way, decision or course of life. Cite examples from major religions 
across the world. 
Religion does have a role to play in developing a sense of ethics, but it is rather limited. What 
religions tend to do is to give a list of ‘do’s’ and ‘don’ts’ that the faithful’s need to follow. But it does 
not provide much explanation as to why these rules should be followed. Cite examples from major 
religions across the world. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with a balanced view of religion as the source of ethical guidance. 
Introduction 
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Ethics deals with what is right and wrong, or good and evil. Between ethics and religion, there is an 

overlap in determining these questions. Our society is structured on the basis on religion. And every 

religion has a system of beliefs and what it considers right or wrong. The question of whether or not 

morality requires religion is both topical and ancient. In the Euthyphro, Socrates famously asked 

whether goodness is loved by the gods because it is good, or whether goodness is good because it is 

loved by the gods. 

Body: 

Religion as a source of ethical guidance: 

Religion plays a crucial role for a person in giving a cultural identity. Religion helps in creating an 

ethical framework and also a regulator for values in day to day life. This particular approach helps in 

character building of a person. In other words, Religion acts as an agency of socialization. Thus, 

religion helps in building values like love, empathy, respect, and harmony. 

Religion is to morality what water is to the seed that is sown in the soil. Just as the seed is choked 

under the earth when it is not duly watered, so too the morality which is devoid of the fertilising 

influence of religion gets thin and dry and is ultimately destroyed. In other words, morality divorced 

from religion would be an empty thing. 

We have had a long tradition where individuals and industry in India encourage “caring for the 

society” as much as creating wealth for future expansion of the business and the economy. This 

has taken various forms for instance building and developing schools and colleges, hospitals as also 

various religious and charitable institutions, supporting a variety of religious and welfare activities on 

a continuing basis. 

Each and every religion promotes its philosophy and the crux of it has always been the welfare and 

wellness of the people. For example, in the Sanatana Dharma, there are ideas like Vasudaiva 

Kutumbakam (the whole world is a family), Sarve Sukhina Bhavantu (let everyone be happy) which 

nurture and cultivate love and compassion in the society. 

Religious believers who make ethical judgements solely on the basis of their religious beliefs see the 

two as indistinguishable. So some Christians see the wrongness of divorce as consisting in its 

offence against God’s law. While some people see their religious and ethical duties as compatible 

and even co-extensive. For example, some people see adultery as wrong because it is forbidden by 

God’s law and because it involves deceiving marriage partners. 

However, There are similar disagreements among people (Atheists) who see ethics as based 

on secular considerations. One of the problems with basing ethics on a set of religious beliefs is that 

this provides no guidance for those who do not share those beliefs. These people have no reason to 

accept god’s authority. Because of this problem, many have sought a basis for ethics in indisputable 

facts rather than in religious beliefs that not everyone shares. 

Conclusion: 

Of course, not all religions are the same, some are more liberal than others and some more 

conservative, but in general, all religious traditions believe that their faith represents a path to 

enlightenment and salvation. True knowledge of religion breaks down the barriers between Faith 

and Faith. Cultivation of tolerance for other Faiths will impart to us a true understanding of our own. 

Tolerance obviously does not disturb the distinction between right and wrong, or good and evil. This 

way religion becomes source of ethics. 
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Probity in Governance: Concept of public service; Philosophical basis of 

governance and probity; Information sharing and transparency in government, 

Right to Information, Codes of Ethics, Codes of Conduct, Citizen’s Charters, Work 

culture, Quality of service delivery, Utilization of public funds, challenges of 

corruption. 

The purpose of corporate governance is to help build an environment of trust, 

transparency and accountability, necessary to achieve economic and social goals of the 

organisation. Elaborate. (150 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: Ethics by Lexicon publications. 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 4. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To address the concept of corporate governance and its socio-economic significance between 
individual and community goals. 
Directive: 
Elaborate – Give a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the particular context. 
You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with relevant associated 
facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start by defining corporate governance. 
Body: 
In the first part briefly explain, that corporate governance is about enabling organisations to achieve 
their goals, control risks and assuring compliance. 
Then discuss in detail role of corporate governance how it will lead to fulfilment of economic and 
social goals of the organisation as well as between individual and community-based goals. Give 
examples from India and the world to substantiate your point. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with its importance of corporate governance in improving growth and productivity 
companies as well as achieving socio-economic objectives. 
Introduction 

Corporate governance is the system of rules, practices, and processes by which a firm is directed 

and controlled. Corporate governance essentially involves balancing the interests of a company’s 

many stakeholders, such as shareholders, senior management executives, customers, suppliers, 

financiers, the government, and the community. Ethics is at the core of corporate governance, and 

management must reflect accountability for their actions on the global community scale. 

Body: 

According to the OECD, the purpose of corporate governance is to help build an environment of 

trust, transparency and accountability necessary for fostering long-term investment, financial 

stability and business integrity, thereby supporting stronger growth and more inclusive societies. 

Importance of Corporate Governance: 

 Ensures that the management of a company considers the best interests of all stakeholders 

involved; 
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 Helps companies deliver long-term corporate success and economic growth; 

 Maintains the confidence of investors and as consequence companies raise capital 

efficiently and effectively; 

 Has a positive impact on the price of shares as it improves the trust in the market; 

 Improves control over management and information systems (such as security or risk 

management) 

 Good corporate governance also aims at a faster decision-making process by establishing a 

clear delineation of roles between owners and management. 

 Gives guidance to the owners and managers about what are the goals strategy of the 

company; 

 Minimizes wastages, corruption, risks, and mismanagement; 

 Helps to create a strong brand reputation; 

 Most importantly, it makes companies more resilient. 

 An increase in staff retention and motivation can be expected, especially from senior staff, 

when the company has a well-defined and communicated vision and direction. 

 A focus on the company’s core business will also make it easier to penetrate the market and 

attract the interest of shareholders. 

 Improved reporting on performance in turn leads managers and owners to make more 

informed and fact-based decisions, leading ultimately to improving sales margins and 

reducing costs. 

Conclusion: 

The effectiveness of the Corporate Governance has become a global concern. Mainly after many 

corporate collapse (e.g. Enron, Boeing etc.), fraud cases (e.g. Lehman Brothers), shareholder suits or 

questionable strategic decisions are drawing attention to the top level decision-making body of the 

corporation and the board of directors, necessitating the need for ethical considerations where in 

Indian context, Uday Kotak committee recommendations can form guidelines for better ethical 

corporate governance. 

Value addition: 

Measures to improve Corporate Governance: 

 Ensure a balanced, competent and diverse Board: Business should strive for directors who 

are qualified, understand the business and can offer a fresh perspective. Studies show Boards 

with greater gender diversity result in improved financial performance. 

 Review your Board composition on a regular basis to identify any shortcomings and make 

timely improvements. 

 Build solid foundations for oversight: Establish, monitor and evaluate the roles and 

responsibilities of the Board and management. The Board needs to have visibility of 

management actions and key decision making. 
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 Gear key performance indicators towards long term value creation not just in the short 

term. 

 Prioritize risk management: Establish an effective risk management and internal control 

framework and periodically review its effectiveness. Developing a disaster recovery plan is 

essential. 

 Ensure integrity in corporate reporting including safeguards such as conducting external 

audits of the business. 

 Provide timely and balanced information: Providing transparency to key stakeholders both 

in the good and bad times promotes stakeholders’ confidence in the business. 

 Emphasise integrity, promote ethical behaviours and consult different categories of 

stakeholders on their interests. 

 Treat shareholders equitably and respect their rights. 

 Ensure adequate disclosures around related parties’ transactions and director’s other 

interests. This is especially important where a director may have external financial interests 

that could influence his decision. 

The government, the corporate world and civil society – all must uphold high standards 

of probity in their working to achieve our collective aspirations. Discuss the importance 

of probity in the public sphere. (150 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: Ethics by Lexicon publications. 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 4 and part of ‘Abstract 
Thursdays’ in Mission-2022 Secure. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Directive word:  
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you must debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You must give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by defining what is Probity. 
Body: 
Argue on the lines that for a moral society, it is necessary for all the stakeholders- the government, 
the corporate and the civil society must express the highest levels of probity in public life. Congruence 
and alignment of morality among the stakeholders is a major prerequisite to ensure a harmonious 
and ethic al existence of all the players promoting a just society. Illustrate the same with suitable 
examples. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by saying that Probity is one of the main pillars for a just society. 
Introduction 

Probity is “the quality or condition of having strong moral principles, integrity, good character, 

honesty, decency”. It is the act of adhering to the highest principles and ideals rather than avoiding 

corrupt or dishonest conduct. It balances service to the community against the self-interest of 

individuals. 
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Body 

Importance of Probity in Public Sphere: 

 Integrity and probity in public life are the standards that society expects those elected or 

appointed to public office to observe and maintain in the conduct of the public affairs to 

which they have been entrusted. 

 These standards are what safeguard the nation from corruption by politicians and public 

officials who have been given almost unrestricted access to public resources together with 

the power to take decisions that impact on the lives of everyone and the nation as a whole. 

 The absence of integrity and probity in public life is manifested in corruption which is a 

worldwide phenomenon. 

 But its impact is strongest and most pervasive in small states that already suffer from all the 

known disadvantages that characterise smallness such as unfavourable economies of scale, 

high per capita cost of government, remoteness, and distance from large markets and 

centres of large populations among others. 

 In addition to all these, small States also tend to suffer from ineffective parliamentary 

oversight, weak and undeveloped systems of checks and balances like a strong and 

independent media as well as civil society groups with the capacity to investigate, challenge 

and call to account those in positions of power. 

 Leaders who are corrupt will exploit these weaknesses to the fullest to enrich themselves 

and those closest to them at the expense of the country. 

 In societies where a blind eye is turned to corruption elements in the private sector give 

bribes to those exercising power in order to curry favour. 

 The giving and taking of bribes leads not only to personal enrichment but also to wrong 

decision-making with consequential misallocation of national resources into high profile 

“political” projects that will attract votes at the expense of less spectacular but economically 

and socially more useful ones. 

Conclusion 

Integrity and probity in public life demand that those elected or appointed to public office are 

themselves imbued with a sense of responsibility to the society that puts them there; that the 

decisions they take should always be solely in terms of the public interest and not to gain benefits 

for themselves, family, friends or associates; that they act with honesty and integrity by not 

allowing their private interests to conflict with their public responsibilities; and that the behaviour 

must always be able to stand up to the closest public scrutiny. Similarly, civil society and 

institutions have a crucial role to play by calling to account those who will flout the rules and by 

refusing to tolerate any but the highest standard of behaviour in those who they elect or appoint 

to serve the public interest. 

Value addition 

Concept of Probity 

 Probity is confirmed integrity. It is usually regarded as being incorruptible. 
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 It is the quality of having strong moral principles and strictly following them, such as honesty, 

uprightness, transparency and incorruptibility. 

 Probity in Governance is concerned with the propriety and character of various organs of the 

government as to whether these uphold the procedural uprightness, regardless of the 

individuals manning these institutions. 

 It involves adopting an ethical and transparent approach, allowing the process to withstand 

scrutiny. 

 Probity goes further than the avoidance of being dishonest because it is determined by 

intangibles like personal and societal values. 

 Probity has been described as a risk management approach ensuring procedural integrity. 

 It is concerned with procedures, processes and systems rather than outcomes. The principles 

of probity, ethics and good governance operate on many levels – from, the individual, to the 

organization and on to the ‘watch-dog’. 

 

The lack of transparency remains a major impediment in utilisation of public funds, 

which in turns affects our developmental goals. Justify. (150 words) 
Difficulty level: Easy 
Reference: Ethics, Integrity and Aptitude by Lexicon Publications. 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 4 and part of ‘Abstract 
Thursdays’ in Mission-2022 Secure. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To explain how transparency associated with utilization of public funds of the country will improve it 
efficacy. 
Directive: 
Justify – When you are asked to justify, you must pass a sound judgement about the truth of the 
given statement in the question or the topic based on evidence.  You must appraise the worth of the 
statement in question using suitable case studies or/ and examples. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Discuss the importance of transparency and accountability in public funds. 
Body: 
Explain the lacunae in the country with respect to utilization of public funds such as corruption, 
nepotism, incomplete works, bad quality work, siphoning funds etc. 
Discuss the significance of Transparency and efficiency as tools for monitoring and supervising 
distribution of public fund. 
Explain various mechanisms through which it can be done – Public Fund Management System, 
Auditing agencies – CAG, Budgeting – Outcome based budgeting, zero base budgeting, Participation 
and transparency – Social Auditing, Financial Prudence etc. 
Conclusion: 
Summarize of this will aid in the developmental process of the country as well as reduce corrupt 
practices. 
Introduction 

‘Public money ought to be touched with the most scrupulous conscientiousness of honor. It is not 

the produce of riches only, but of the hard earnings of labour and poverty.’ – Thomas Paine. 
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Efficient utilisation of public funds is necessary for judicious use of financial resources to satisfy the 

needs of the present society in such a way that it doesn’t compromise the capability of societies of 

future generations to meet their own needs. 

Body: 

Lack of transparency remains a major impediment in utilization of public funds due to 

 Corruption 

o The large sum of money earmarked for public activities are taken away by officials as 

well as politicians in form of bribes. This results in funds not able to contribute 

towards development. 

o As our former Prime Minister had remarked, “only 15 paisa for every rupee spent 

on public welfare actually reaches to the masses”, thereby highlighting the gravity 

of ineffective utilization of funds in our country 

o Ex: Money allocated for construction of houses for poor is consumed by corrupt 

officials. 

 Political rivalry 

o Sometimes political class indulges in act of vendetta where they do not cooperate in 

allocation or release of funds to their opposition. They hope to reap the anger 

against their opponents for their political gains. 

o Ex: Government in power not allocating developmental funds to opposition MLAs. 

 Diversion 

o The funds allocated to one activity is diverted to another in order to meet strict 

control over finances. 

o Ex: Funds allocated to road repair is diverted to giving freebies. 

 Red-tapism 

o Colonial bureaucratic attitude sometimes acts as hinderance in carrying out 

developmental activities. They complicate the process due to which funds are not 

properly utilized. 

Measures to enhance of transparency and accountability: 

 It is vital to uphold the ‘social contract’. Citizens must be confident that they are protected 

by the law and that public institutions and servants will act in accordance with it. 

 Public institutions with operational independence from political control are more likely to be 

trusted to act in the public interest. 

 A well-informed population is far more likely to be confident about investing for the future. 

This means both providing appropriate information in ways that are accessible and easy to 

understand, and educating citizens as well as inviting them to participate in decision making. 
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 Effective public financial management requires that decision-makers, citizens and other 

stakeholders, are able to ‘follow the money’ to see how taxes were raised, why decisions to 

spend it were made, how the money was actually spent and what was bought. 

 Where government plans and activities are measured against expected outputs and 

outcomes, citizens and other stakeholders will be able to judge the performance of 

government. This, in turn, provides the basis for feedback and continuous improvement 

mechanisms. 

 For the public to believe that public officials will do the right thing, a range of controls to 

promote integrity and ethical behaviour and to tackle fraud and corruption are required. 

 Most importantly, the public must believe that individuals will be held responsible for their 

actions, no matter who they are. 

 A climate for investment is created when investors believe a state is stable, well run and that 

political and fiscal risks will be managed effectively. 

Conclusion: 

It is important for citizens to trust that the government will act in their interest, if they are to invest 

their own private resources and so create economic activity and employment. Efficient utilisation of 

public funds requires a number of reforms for good governance such as decentralisation of power, 

plugging legislative loopholes, strengthening the public Institutions like CVC and RTI, enhancing 

administrative accountability and making society more democratic. These reforms could make 

society more sustainable in the long run. 

Value addition 

Four principles underpin trust in the public finances: 

 Transparency −accurate records that show where money is raised and spent. 

 Assurance − figures and processes are checked by independent experts. 

 Accountability −decision makers are clearly identified and subject to strict rules and review 

of performance and outcomes. 

 Objectivity − policies are based on accurate information and rigorous analysis 
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Case Studies on above issues. 

Jallikattu has been known to be practiced during the Tamil classical period (400-100 

BCE). It was common among the Ayar people who lived in the ‘Mullai’ geographical 

division of the ancient Tamizh Nadu. Yet despite its cultural significance, Jallikattu 

continues to face increasing scrutiny in light of animal rights issues.                         Some 

people consider Jallikattu a cruel sport. Many animal rights activists often protest 

Jallikattu, citing the needless endangerment of the bull and bullfighter. As there were 

incidents of injury and death associated with the sport, both to the participants and to 

the animals forced into it, animal rights organizations have called for a ban to the sport, 

resulting in the court banning it several times over the past years. However, with 

protest from the people against the ban, a new ordinance was made in 2017 to 

continue the sport .                                                                               Some cities around the 

world where Jallikattu type bullfighting was once popular, including Coslada (Spain), 

Mouans-Sartoux (France), and Teocelo (Mexico), have even declared themselves to be 

anti-bullfighting cities. Other places, including some towns in Catalonia (Spain), have 

ceased killing the bull in the fight, but continue bullfighting. To other people, the 

spectacle of the bullfight is not mere sport. The event is not only culturally significant, 

but also a fine art in which the bullfighter is trained in a certain style and elicits emotion 

through the act of the fight. Writer Alexander Fiske-Harrison, in his research and 

training as a bullfighter, defends the practice and circumstances of the bull, “In terms of 

animal welfare, the fighting bull lives four to six years whereas the meat cow lives one 

to two. …Those years are spent free roaming…” And others similarly argue that the 

death of the bull in the ring is more humane than the death of animals in a 

slaughterhouse. 
1. What are the ethical issues involved in the above case? 

2. Do you believe that Jallikattu is an ethically wrong practice or a justifiable cultural event? 

Explain your reasoning. 

(Answer in 250 words) 

Difficulty level: Moderate. 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 4 and part of ‘Case Study Fridays’ 
in Mission-2022 Secure. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Mention the conflicts between cultural practices and modern-day ethical norms that arise in the 
society. 
Body: 
Mention the ethical issues and ethical dilemmas involved in the given case study such as cultural 
conservation v/s animal rights and others issues. 
Mention the pros and cons of continuing the tradition of Jallikattu and frame an argument either in 
favour or against the practice by giving ethical and practical reasons to support your argument. 
Conclusion: 
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Conclude by balancing the conservation of traditions at the same time let go of certain aspects of it in 
the light of present-day ethics. 
 Introduction 

Jallikattu is a bull taming event practiced in Tamil Nadu as a part of Pongal celebrations. Jallikattu is 

recently in news because of the Supreme Court rulings, Government interventions and agitations 

from the public against the Jallikattu ban. Debate against the event by animal rights activists versus 

people supporting the event has been ongoing. 

Body 

Ethical issues involved in Jallikattu case 

 Grievous injury and death: The event have caused several human deaths and injuries and 

there are several instances of fatalities to the bulls. 

 Inhumane handling of animals: Animal welfare concerns are related to the handling of the 

bulls before they are released and also during the competitor’s attempts to subdue the bull. 

 Against human welfare: Practices, before the bull is released, include prodding the bull with 

sharp sticks or scythes, extreme bending of the tail which can fracture the vertebrae, and 

biting of the bull’s tail. 

 Brutality: There are also reports of the bulls being forced to drink alcohol to disorient them, 

or chilli peppers being rubbed in their eyes to aggravate the bull. 

 Cruel treatment: During attempts to subdue the bull, they are stabbed by various 

implements such as knives or sticks, punched, jumped on and dragged to the ground. 

 Political motive in revoking ban: To appease a section of people, government revoked the 

ban on Jallikattu in 2016 after Supreme Court had banned the event in 2014. 

 Loss of livelihood upon ban: For some, the event is a major source of income as they raise 

bulls specially for the event. Upon ban, these bulls were sent to slaughter houses while 

income loss was suffered by many. 

Do you believe that Jallikattu is an ethically wrong practice or a justifiable cultural event? Explain 

your reasoning. 

According to its protagonists, it is not a leisure sport available but a way to promote and preserve 

the native livestock. Some believe that the sport also symbolizes a cordial man-animal 

relationship. Jallikattu is a way through which farmers flaunt their personal strength, the strength 

of their bulls, love for their cattle and how well they have looked after them and a chance to find 

out the most potent bull to mate their cows. 

For a Tamilian, the bull is a member of the family and to establish their identity as a hardworking, 

self-sufficient and powerful Tamilian. The supporters of jallikattu argue that on the basis of these 

rare issues the Supreme Court cannot ban 2500 years old tradition. If the sport is banned, farmers 

will be forced to abandon the raising of native livestock (Bos indicus bull, such as the Pulikulam 

breed or Kangayam breed) which already stands threatened due to the extensive use of motor 

pumps, tractors, and mechanized agriculture. 

Despite these arguments, one cannot deny the loss of animal and human life during the event with 

many suffering injuries. Even innocent bystanders have been injured and, in some cases, also death. 
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The matter is now before a constitution bench in Supreme Court. Until the court verdict is out, 

guidelines and strict implementation of safety features must be in place before Jallikattu event 

takes place. Rather than overly politicising the issue, there must be rational discussion and 

deliberations to make it a disaster free event. 

Conclusion 

Animals definitely have the right to be treated in a humane way. Now the challenge before the 

Government is showing alternative source of income to those, who raises bulls in case of complete 

ban in the future. And even bigger challenge is to stop the cruelty on animals in the slaughter 

houses. 

As part of your probationary training of IPS, you’re posted as the SHO of a town 

notorious for drug menace. The drug trade is quite widespread and has majorly 

affected the youth. The drug dealing happens in a lot of areas and there is shortage of 

police personnel to control it. The police do prevent some crimes and make some 

arrests but are over-burdened immensely. 
Not only is the drug menace gripping the city, there are often violent clashes among rival gangs 

which cause a lot of bloodshed. The widespread network of drug peddlers often harasses common 

citizens and local businesses alike. Many have chosen to either leave town or shut businesses. 

There is a lot of pressure on the administration to control the menace as it is slowly choking the 

town. The local MLA calls for meeting and proposes a radical plan to tackle the problem. MLA says 

the police to issue an “unofficial” diktat that all drug related activities to be moved an abandoned 

area. In this designated area, they could conduct the illicit activities and asks you to turn a blind 

eye as long as they do not indulge in violence. 

It’s nothing short of legalizing drugs which allows a free pass for drug peddling in that abandoned 

area. When you try to reason with the MLA against this, he responds that in any case the drug 

trade cannot stopped but with this plan they can regulate it. This will reduce the bloodshed 

considerably and put a stop to harassment of common people altogether and normal businesses 

of town can function normally. 

The social workers present at the meeting says this plan may help them narrow down and identify 

addicts, pass information regarding safe use of syringes to prevent HIV and convince them to join 

rehabilitation program. This was not possible earlier as the peddling was widespread. 

You are still not convinced with the plan and further reason with the MLA but he sternly reminds 

you that he is an MLA of the ruling party and you’re just a probationer yet. 

What will be your course of action? Justify. (250 words) 

Difficulty level: Moderate 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 4 and part of ‘Case Study Fridays’ 
in Mission-2022 Secure. 
Introduction: 
Begin by laying out the context of the case study and evil of drug menace. 
Body: 
Note down all the relevant stakeholders and ethical issues in the case study. 
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Mention about the possible courses of action such as starting from accepting the radical plan in its 
entirety to totally rejecting. Analyse the pros and cons of such actions. 
Then mention the course of action you would take which is ethically as well as legally justified but 
also solves the issue of drug menace. Analyse its pros and cons. Also, mention how you will tackle any 
ramifications emerging out of it. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by summarizing the morally justified solution and positive way forward. 
Introduction 

India is vulnerable to narcotic drug trafficking as it is located between two largest Opium producing 

regions of the world i.e. Golden Crescent in the west and Golden Triangle in the east. Drug 

trafficking and abuse also pose serious threat to our societies. 

The above case study pertains to issues of drug menace and ways to tackle it. It also challenges a 

probationary training of IPS officer and his courage in the face of undue pressure. The case depicts 

the cobweb of drug mafia present in the society and the implications of the same on various 

stakeholders. 

Body 

Stakeholders involved 

 Myself as an IPS Probationary officer: Ethical values Courage, accountability, responsibility, 

Integrity, Wisdom is at stake. 

 Drug peddlers who are detrimental to the society, causing violence and blooshed. 

 MLA of the ruling party, who is a political representative of people. 

 NGOs who work for public welfare. 

 Society as a whole. 

Ethical issues involved 

 Test of integrity of a police officer 

 Welfare of people 

 Law and order problems 

 Political neutrality and not becoming a pawn under the hands of political masters. 

 True to self and service. 

Possible courses of action 

  Accepting the radical plan in its entirety 

o Merits: As I’m a probationer, a tiff with MLA will be avoided and my service will not 

be affected. 

o Demerits : Dedication to service is compromised, dedication to work is diluted, and 

it shows lack of courage, fortitude, integrity. Joining the police force comes with a 

responsibility to protect people and maintain law and order. By agreeing to this 

plan, I will be putting all those values and duties under the bus. 
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 Rejecting the radical plan in its entirety 

o Merits Upholding the values such as moral responsibility, moral courage, moral 

duty, integrity, self-accountability and societal welfare. I wont be privy to a plan that 

does not adhere to legal laws and statutes. 

o Demerits: I may face the severe opposition from the political masters, even may 

face a threat. My probation may not be confirmed due to this. 

My course of action 

As a probationer, there is not much authority with me to put a stop to this plan, but only try to 

reason with the MLA at best. So I will try to convince him that his action plan is like “replacing King 

log with King stork”. It will do more harm than good, as more and more people will find it easy to 

access drugs. It is like giving a hallpass to the drug smugglers to exploit the society. 

I will try to convince the MLA regarding the danger of this plan, as it will only perpetuate the drug 

menace and impact the social fabric of the society. If the MLA, forcibly continues and dictates that 

the plan be implemented, I’ll take it to my superior officers who can actually ensure that such a plan 

is not allowed to be implemented. 

Secondly, the social workers need to be counselled, to not side with the MLA on the issue and to 

exhort upon their representatives to give up on the plan. Their concern of rehabilitation, finding 

addicts can be done by not giving leeway to drug peddlers. As the two issues are different, they can 

be dealt without the need for the MLA’s plan to allow drug menace to flourish. 

Any other adversity to my action, especially to my service can be dealt in a court of law and justice 

will prevail. As the saying goes, Truth always triumphs. 

Conclusion: 

Nearly, 72 lakh Indians need help for cannabis-use problem according to Ministry of social justice 

data. Addiction should not be seen as a character flaw, but as an ailment that any other person 

could be struggling with. Therefore, the stigma associated with drug taking needs to be reduced. 

Society needs to understand that drug-addicts are victims and not criminals. Drug smuggling and 

distribution must be strongly monitored. 

You are Commissioner of transport of a metropolitan city. You come to know that 

corruption is rampant across the administration in the entire department. Not only 

that, those officers who do not fall in line are coerced to give in by force of politicians. 

You witness that many of vehicles are issued clearance without due diligence and 

driving licenses issues without proper testing. Mostly importantly at the check posts, 

overly loaded vehicles or vehicles without proper documentation are let go on paying 

bribe. This corruption is systemic and despite over loaded vehicles causing frequent 

traffic accidents, it has not stopped.                                                                                   You 

visit the minister of transport and apprise him of the situation. He asks you to stop the 

corruption in the department at all costs and take any measures that are needed. What 

actions will you take to remove the systemic corruption in the department? (250 words) 
Why the question: 
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The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 4 and part of ‘Case Study Fridays’ 
in Mission-2022 Secure. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
In brief, mention the facts of the case and the major ethical issues involved along with the 
stakeholders. 
Body: 
Write in detail about the course of action that you will take to address the problem. Strict vigilance, 
action against errant officials, creating awareness, leveraging technology etc. 
Conclusion: 
Stress on the importance of change and removing corruption systemically. 
Introduction 

Commute in a metropolitan city is a major part of ‘quality of life’, especially with traffic congestion 

and long commute hours. Amidst this, ensuring safe transport by giving valid licenses to learned and 

experienced drivers and ensuring that over loaded vehicles do not move around the city are 

important factors in public safety. 

Corruption in such major departments can invariably lead to inefficiency that can cause innocent 

civilian deaths. 

Body 

Stakeholders involved 

 Myself as commissioner of transport 

 Officers in the transport department 

 General Public safety 

 Bribe givers who violate legal laws endangering others. 

 Transport minister 

 Corrupt politicians and officers. 

Ethical issues involved 

 Corruption in governance leads to bad governance. 

 Public trust in government is at stake. 

 Safety of the general public and threat to life. 

 Right to safe commute and right to life is jeopardized. 

 Systemic corruption can be death spell of good governance. 

Actions to take to remove the systemic corruption in the department 

 Automated weighing scales to check overloaded vehicles and digitally monitoring such 

vehicles will lead to less corruption. Action will be taken against those who routinely pass 

overloaded vehicles, as it is easy to identify those personnel due to digital trail. 

 Body cameras for inspecting officers can help in elimination of corruption. It will also stop 

them from issuing licenses to erratic and unexperienced drivers. 
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 Dedicated district transport officers (DTOs) will be appointed to remove middle men who 

cheat the public by taking hefty fees in lieu of getting license. 

 Learning licenses will be issued online and tests will be simulation based assessment. This 

will also increase ease of getting license while conforming to the rules. 

 To minimise deaths in road accidents, there will be creation of an Integrated Road Accident 

Data Base (IRAD), a central accident database management system, that would help in 

analysing causes of road accidents and devising safety interventions. 

 Surprise inspections under disguise in RTO’s and at check posts will ensure that corrupt 

officers are held. 

 Suspension and thorough enquiries on officers held for corruption will be strictly taken. 

 Institutional training from time to time to instil integrity and honesty amongst ground level 

officials, and nudge them to provide services without enriching themselves fraudulently. 

Conclusion 

For efficient bureaucratic functioning of transport department, the key is to maintain transparency 

and keep corruption at bay in their day-to-day work. Digital revolution will hold the key to unboxing 

the era of good governance without avenues for corruption. 

Six-year-old Abhijeet Solanki in Ahmedabad who earlier needed around 18-20 blood 

transfusions annually, is now cured of thalassemia and does not need any more 

transfusions, all thanks to his one-year-old sibling Kavya donating some part of her bone 

marrow. Kavya Solanki is India’s first-ever ‘saviour sibling’ who was born after her 

parents conducted a pre-implantation genetic diagnosis at fertility clinics. Six months 

after the transplantation, she is healthy and carries the minor thalassemia gene herself.                                                                                                                             

The concept of saviour siblings is an emerging medical technology. Through assisted 

reproductive technology, several embryos were extracted and their genetic make-up 

was checked for features that matched with the elder sibling prior to implantation. The 

matching one was then implanted and the pregnancy period was completed. Kavya was 

born in October 2018 and the bone marrow transplantation was conducted in March 

2020.                                                                                                                        This mode of 

therapy is actively being performed in the US since 2000.This concept of saviour siblings 

has started a debate on whether the procedure is ethical in itself. IVF specialists have 

told that the pre-implantation genetic diagnosis technique is ethical and legal for single-

gene diseases like thalassemia. Analyse the ethical issues involved in the concept of 

‘saviour sibling’? Would this set a precedent for selecting certain babies having 

desirable traits? What should be the way forward with respect to ‘saviour sibling’ as a 

medical technology? 
(Answer in 250 words) 

Difficulty level: Moderate. 
Why the question: 
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The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 4 and part of ‘Case Study Fridays’ 
in Mission-2022 Secure. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by explaining the importance of saving lives via transplantations and in this context explain the 
concept of saviour sibling. 
Body: 
Write about the ethical issues involved. Discarded embryos, sex-selective process, autonomy of the 
saviour sibling, legal challenges, a treatment only rich can afford etc. 
Write about the similarities in the process of saviour sibling and selecting certain babies having 
desirable traits. Bring outs its ramifications. 
Write a way forward for its regulation, prevent its misuse etc. 
Conclusion: 
Pass a judgement on the ethicality of the concept of saviour sibling. 
Introduction 

The story of India’s first “saviour sibling” has made national headlines. It has also raised questions 

about the ethics of using technology to create a child only to save or cure a sibling in a country with 

poor regulatory systems. 

Body 

Ethical issues involved in the concept of saviour sibling 

 Arguments for or against the use of PGD/HLA (Preimplantation genetic diagnosis (PGD) for 

human leukocyte antigen (HLA) tissue typing are based on several key issues including the 

commodification and welfare of the donor child. 

 The main ethical argument against is the possible exploitation of the child, e.g. potential 

adverse psychological effects on a child born not for itself but to save another, and the 

possible future emotional reaction of the saviour sibling upon discovering that they were 

born solely to save the life of the recipient, rather than being ‘wanted’ for reasons other 

than transplantation. 

 Identity crisis and feeling of unwanted may arise that may have deep psychological impact 

later in life. 

 There is a fear of children who will be created as a medical commodity. This can lead to 

dystopian realities where in certain human beings will be raised for organ transplant alone 

to pave way for the rich to survive longer. 

 There is also a threat of designer babies being created especially where regulatory norms 

are weak. 

 Immanuel Kant noted that one person cannot be used as a means to someone else’s ends. In 

this case, the saviour sibling is born, as a means to elder sibling’s ends. 

 Putting the child at risk, without their consent is another ethical issue involved. 

Would this set a precedent for selecting certain babies having desirable traits? 

 The saviour sibling concept may have the potential to save lives, but it is a moral slippery 

slope. 
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 It is very hard to put barriers on it and the technology can be extrapolated to create 

something darker. 

 It’s one thing to create a saviour sibling for bone marrow, but how does one stop there 

onwards to not create someone to donate organs. 

 So applied to saviour siblings, if we allow the creation of saviour siblings (which is only 

slightly bad) this will lead to something much worse: the creation of fully-fledged designer 

babies. 

 The new technique is a dangerous first step towards allowing parents to use embryo testing 

to choose other characteristics of the baby, such as eye colour and sex”. 

 However, if effective controls and regulations are in place, this technology can be useful in 

saving some precious lines. The key is to strike a balance of ethical considerations and the 

utility of the technology. 

What should be the way forward with respect to ‘saviour sibling’ as a medical technology? 

 Some argue that the parents’ intention plays a role in considering whether it is ethical to 

create a saviour sibling. 

 If the parents were not planning on having any more children and they are the having the 

saviour sibling only for the sake of the older child, then there is the concern of using the 

saviour sibling as a means to an end. 

 Britain, has a rigorous regulatory system that is used to grant permission for genetic 

biotechnology “that stops them from leaping too far forward down the slope”. 

 India also must have similar controls and checks and balances in place to ensure that 

technology is not covertly used to create designer babies or give rise to eugenics. 

 The fundamental questions we need to look at in India are regulation and registries. But 

we can’t deny use of technology because potentially someone would misuse it. 

 In India, parents are legal guardians of the children and hence a tacit consent can on child’s 

behalf can be considered if parent’s have the right intention. 

 Psychological assessment of the saviour sibling must be made later when they become 

aware of the circumstances under which they were conceived. 

 Parents also must be made aware about child psychology. 

Conclusion 

Currently there is a significant gap between the biotechnology advancements in prenatal testing 

versus the necessary legal and ethical framework. It is imperative that legal and ethical standards be 

set for the benefit of both the families and professionals involved in the creation of saviour children. 

Value addition: 

Concept of Saviour sibling 

 ‘Saviour Sibling’ refers to babies that are created to serve an older sibling as a donor of 

organs, bone marrow or cells. 
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 Stem cells from the umbilical cord blood or blood of the saviour sibling are used for 

treatment of serious blood disorders like thalassemia, sickle cell anaemia. 

 They are created with In vitro fertilisation (IVF) so that they can undergo pre-implantation 

genetic diagnosis (or testing) to rule out any genetic disorders and also check bone marrow 

compatibility. 
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