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Indian Constitution- historical underpinnings, evolution, features, amendments, 

significant provisions and basic structure. 

The recent appointment of nine judges to the Supreme Court is a welcome step as it 

reduces vacancies. However, further steps are needed to reduce pendency of cases. 

Elaborate. (150 words) 
Reference: The Hindu 
Introduction 
Nine new Supreme Court judges were administered their oaths of office by Chief Justice NV Ramana 
recently. It is for the first time in the history of Supreme Court that nine judges took oath of office 
at one go. With the swearing-in of the nine new judges, the strength of the Supreme Court has now 
increased to 33, including the CJI, out of the sanctioned strength of 34. 
Body 
Appointment of nine judges to the Supreme Court is a welcome step: 
Any move to increase the strength of the judiciary ought to be welcomed, given the perennial 
complaint that availability of judges is not increasing in proportion to the institution of cases. 
In this perspective, the strength of the Supreme Court now increased to 33, including the Chief Justice 
of India, will help in dealing with the large pendency. 
The wheels of justice at India’s top court is seemed to be clogging with the pendency of cases 
reaching an all-time high of almost 68,000 (as of 25 July, 2021). 
There was a steep rise in pending cases especially during the period of January 2021 till May 2021. 
Rise in number of judges alone will not help reduce the pendency: 
From 1950 to 1921, the number of Supreme Court judges has increased nearly four times. Even then, 
case pendency has steadily kept rising. 
The key reason for the mounting of pending cases can be attributed to shifting the role of the 
Supreme Court from adjudicating cases of constitutional significance into a regular court of appeals. 
According to legal experts, most of the cases that the Supreme Court was handling daily are either 
appeals from various high courts or cases of gross violation of individual’s fundamental rights. But 
this role was never meant for the apex court. 
It is because of frivolous PILs and various government policies which are challenged by the people 
that takes up most of judiciary’s time 
Other measures needed to reduce pendency of cases: 
Improving infrastructure for quality justice: 
The Parliamentary Standing Committee which presented its report on Infrastructure Development 
and Strengthening of Subordinate Courts, suggested: 
States should provide suitable land for construction of court buildings etc. It should undertake vertical 
construction in light of shortage of land. 
Timeline set out for computerization of all the courts, as a necessary step towards setting up of e- 
courts. 
Addressing the Issue of Vacancies: 
Ensure the appointments of the judges be done in an efficient way by arriving at an optimal judge 
strength to handle the cases pending in the system. 
The 120th Law Commission of India report for the first time, suggested a judge strength fixation 
formula. 
Supreme Court and High Courts should appoint efficient and experienced judges as Ad-hoc judges in 
accordance with the Constitution. 
All India Judicial Service, which would benefit the subordinate judiciary by increasing quality of 
judges and help reduce the pendency. 
Timeframe to dispose of cases: 
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Having a definite time frame to dispose the cases by setting annual targets and action plans for the 
subordinate judiciary and the High Courts. The judicial officers could be issued a strict code of 
conduct, to ensure that the duties are adequately performed by the officials. 
Strict regulation of adjournments and imposition of exemplary costs for seeking it on flimsy grounds 
especially at the trial stage and not permitting dilution of time frames specified in Civil Procedure 
Code. 
Better Court Management System & Reliable Data Collection: 
For this categorization of cases on the basis of urgency and priority along with bunching of cases 
should be done. 
Use of Information technology (IT) solutions: 
The use of technology for tracking and monitoring cases and in providing relevant information to 
make justice litigant friendly. A greater impetus should be given to 
Process reengineering: 
Involves redesigning of core business processes to achieve dramatic improvements in productivity 
and quality by incorporating the use of technology in court rules. It will include: 
Electronic filing of cases: e-Courts are a welcome step in this direction, as they give case status and 
case history of all the pending cases across High courts and Subordinate courts bringing ease of 
access to information. 
Revamping of National Judicial Data Grid by introducing a new type of search known as elastic 
search, which is closer to the artificial intelligence. 
Alternate dispute resolution (ADR): 
As stated in the Conference on National Initiative to Reduce Pendency and Delay in Judicial System- 
Legal Services Authorities should undertake pre-litigation mediation so that the inflow of cases into 
courts can be regulated. 
The Lok Adalat should be organized regularly for settling civil and family matters. 
Gram Nyayalayas, as an effective way to manage small claim disputes from rural areas which will 
help in decreasing the workload of the judicial institution. 
Village Legal Care & Support Centre can also be established by the High Courts to work at grass root 
level to make the State litigation friendly. 
Conclusion: 
The fundamental requirement of a good judicial administration is accessibility, affordability and 
speedy justice, which will not be realized until and unless the justice delivery system is made within 
the reach of the individual in a time bound manner and within a reasonable cost. Therefore, 
continuous formative assessment is the key to strengthen and reinforce the justice delivery system in 
India. 
Value addition: 

Reasons for pendency of Cases: 

 Shortage of judges: around 5,580 or 25% of posts are lying empty in the subordinate courts. 

It leads to poor Judges to Population Ratio, as India has only 20 judges per million 

population. Earlier, Law Commission had recommended 50 judges per million. 

 Frequent adjournments: The laid down procedure of allowing a maximum of three 

adjournments per case is not followed in over 50 per cent of the matters being heard by 

courts, leading to rising pendency of cases. 

 Low budgetary allocation leading to poor infrastructure: India spends only about 0.09% of 

its GDP to maintain the judicial infrastructure. Infrastructure status of lower courts of the 

country is miserably grim due to which they fail to deliver quality judgements. A 2016 report 
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published by the Supreme Court showed that existing infrastructure could accommodate only 

15,540 judicial officers against the all-India sanctioned strength of 20,558. 

 Burden of government cases: Statistics provided by LIMBS shows that the Centre and the 

States were responsible for over 46% of the pending cases in Indian courts. 

 Special leave petition: cases in the Supreme Court, currently comprises to 40% of the court’s 

pendency. Which eventually leads to reduced time for the cases related to constitutional 

issues. 

 Judges Vacation: Supreme Court’s works on average for 188 days a year, while apex court 

rules specify minimum of 225 days of work. 

 Lack of court management systems: Courts have created dedicated posts for court 

managers to help improve court operations, optimize case movement and judicial time. 

However only few courts have filled up such posts so far. 

 Inefficient investigation: Police are quite often handicapped in undertaking effective 

investigation for want of modern and scientific tools to collect evidences. 

 Increasing Literacy: With people becoming more aware of their rights and the obligations of 

the State towards them, they approach the courts more frequently in case of any violation 

Impacts of Judicial Pendency 

 Denial of ‘timely justice’ amounts to denial of ‘justice’ itself: Timely disposal of cases is 

essential to maintain rule of law and provide access to justice. Speedy trial is a part of right 

to life and liberty guaranteed under Article 21 of the Constitution. 

 Erodes social infrastructure: a weak judiciary has a negative effect on social development, 

which leads to: lower per capita income; higher poverty rates; poorer public infrastructure; 

and, higher crime rates. 

 Affects human rights: Overcrowding of the prisons, already infrastructure deficient, in some 

cases beyond 150% of the capacity, results in “violation of human rights”. 

 Affects the economy of the country as it was estimated that judicial delays cost India around 

1.5% of its Gross Domestic Product annually. 

 As per the Economic Survey 2017-18, pendency hampers dispute resolution, contract 

enforcement, discourage investments, stall projects, hamper tax collection and escalate legal 

costs which lead to Increasing cost of doing business. 

The local bodies in India must aspire to move towards smart and inclusive governance 

while promoting transparency and efficiency. Discuss the steps that needed to be 

taken in this regard. (250 words) 

Reference: The Hindu 

Introduction 

The 73rd and 74th Amendments to the Constitution constituted a new chapter in the process of 

democratic decentralisation in the country. It has been 25 years since the establishment of these 

lakhs of self-governing village panchayats and gram sabhas to manage local development. 
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The amendment paved way for mandatory creation of rural and urban local bodies 

(ULBs): Article 243 B envisages a three-tier system of Panchayats in all the States/UTs, except those 

with populations not exceeding 20 lakhs which can have 2-tier. Similarly, 243Q provides for the 

creation of municipalities in urban areas. However, the working of these institutions has not been as 

envisaged and there is a need for rethinking and reviving them to ensure good governance. 

Body 

Local bodies reinvigoration towards smart and inclusive governance 

 Urban Local bodies: 

o Metropolitan governance systems are needed in million-plus cities. There is a strong 

case for having a two-tier governance structure where all local functions are 

transferred to the ward committees and citywide services, such as transportation, 

water supply, sewerage, etc., are vested with the city council or regional authorities. 

o Each city needs to be recognized as a distinct unit of the economy. In larger 

cities, City Economic Councils can serve as a clearinghouse. 

 Central Government has started the Rashtriya Gram Swaraj Abhiyaan. The campaign is 

undertaken under the name of “Sabka Sath, Sabka Gaon, Sabka Vikas”. 

o It aims to draw up Gram Panchayat Development Plans (GPDPs) in the country and 

place them on a website where anyone can see the status of the various 

government’s flagship schemes. 

o Gram Panchayats have been mandated for the preparation of GPDP for economic 

development and social justice utilizing the resources available to them. 

o Government of India formulated E-Panchayat Mission Mode Project for e-

enablement of all the Panchayats, to make their functioning more efficient and 

transparent. 

 Social Audit: The power of social audit was proven by Jan Sunwai in Rajasthan. Transparent, 

third-party Social Audit can enable people to hold the representatives accountable. 

 Citizen Participation 

o Ward committees and area sabhas should be activated with a technology- enabled 

‘Open Cities Framework’ and the use of digital tools for feedback and reporting. 

o In case of Gram Sabhas, their functions and roles must be clearly defined as in the 

PESA Act, to enable to function effectively. 

 Role of IT: Citizen services, grievance redressal and local taxes such as property tax etc must 

be made available online. This can help in ease of doing governance. 

 Encouraging public-private partnership: Successful PPP programs should be formulated at 

both state and city levels to fund city development. Role of the state should be to create an 

enabling environment with an aim to expand and deepen private sector investments in 

infrastructure. 

Conclusion 
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The objective of local bodies, be it in rural or urban areas is to ensure that suitable levels of 

infrastructure and services are available to the citizens. In many parts of India, the quality of life  is 

miserable and the citizens lead a difficult life. To overcome this problem, a series of reforms need to 

be initiated by the Indian government to strengthen local-level governance. 

Value Addition 

 The 73rd and 74th constitutional amendments provided for the rural and urban local bodies 

respectively. 

 Local government is a state subject in List II of the Seventh Schedule to the Constitution of 

India. 

 They are vested with a long list of functions delegated to them by the state governments. 

 These functions broadly relate to public health, welfare, regulatory functions, public safety, 

public infrastructure works, and development activities. 

There are several types of Urban Local Bodies in India such as Municipal Corporation, Municipality, 

Notified Area Committee, Town Area Committee, Special Purpose Agency, Township, Port Trust, 

Cantonment Board, etc. 

Critical and dissenting voices are important for a vibrant democracy. However, care 

must be taken to prevent hate speech which is inimical to public order. Evaluate the 

legal Provisions to deal with hate speech. Are they sufficient? (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: The Hindu 
Why the question: 
As there are no laws on hate speech as such, India needs a political and pedagogical solution to the 
menace 
Key Demand of the question: 
To evaluate the impact of hate speech and the provisions to deal with it, if they are sufficient to 
tackle it. 
Directive word:  
Evaluate – When you are asked to evaluate, you have to pass a sound judgement about the truth of 
the given statement in the question or the topic based on evidence.  You must appraise the worth of 
the statement in question. There is scope for forming an opinion here. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by mentioning how democracy thrives on disagreements provided they do not cross the 
boundaries of civil discourse and constitutional has guaranteed fundamental rights for that. 
Body: 
In the first talk about speech which is contravention to the rights. Briefly mention various types of 
hate speech. 
Next, bring out the legal Provisions to deal with Hate Speech in India – Constituional provisions, IPC, 
RPA act, 1951, CrPC and Protection of Civil Rights Act, 1955. Evaluate if it is sufficient to tackle hate 
speech and write about the shortcomings of the above in tackling it and the impact of it. 
Conclusion: 
Suggest a way forward in order to prevent hate speech without stifling dissent. 
Introduction 
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The Right to Dissent is an important addition of expressing one’s view, and on many of its most 

important constituent elements. It will enable practitioners and citizens to claim their rights and 

participate more effectively in the project of democracy. Disagreeing with each other is 

a fundamental human trait. There is not a single individual who does not disagree with something or 

the other all the time. The apex court said, Dissent is a safety valve for democracy. If this safety 

valve is not allowed to function, then the pressure cooker will burst. 

Body 

Hate speech has not been defined in any law in India. Fake news is a deliberate lie or a half-truth 

circulated with the intention to mislead or cause harm to a section of people. It is a type of yellow 

journalism that consists of deliberate misinformation or hoaxes spread via the traditional print, 

broadcasting news media, or via Internet-based social media. 

Dangers posed by hate speech 

 Hate speech is an incitement to hatred against a particular group of persons marginalized by 

their religious belief, sexual orientation, gender, and so on. 

 The Law Commission, in its 267th report on hate speech, said such utterances have the 

potential to provoke individuals and society to commit acts of terrorism, genocide, and 

ethnic cleansing. 

Legal Provisions to deal with hate speech 

 Indian Penal Code: 

o Sections 153A and 153B of the IPC:Punishes acts that cause enmity and hatred 

between two groups. 

o Section 295A of the IPC:Deals with punishing acts which deliberately or with 

malicious intention outrage the religious feelings of a class of persons. 

o Sections 505(1) and 505(2):Make the publication and circulation of content which 

may cause ill-will or hatred between different groups an offence. 

 Representation of People’s Act: 

o Section 8 of the Representation of People’s Act, 1951 (RPA):Prevents a person 

convicted of the illegal use of the freedom of speech from contesting an election. 

o Sections 123(3A) and 125 of the RPA:Bars the promotion of animosity on the 

grounds of race, religion, community, caste, or language in reference to elections 

and include it under corrupt electoral practices. 

How sufficient are legal provisions? 

 For a country like India with a massive population of diverse backgrounds and 

culture, subjects like hate speech become a complex issue to deal withas it is difficult to 

differentiate between free and hate speech. 

 Several factors are to be considered while restraining speeches like the number of strong 

opinions, offensive to certain communities, the effect on the values of dignity, liberty, and 

equality. 
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 Certainly, there are laws for such atrocities but a major part of work is still left. 

Way forward 

 Clarity and technological upgradationis needed to deal with this and a mechanism to get 

down such material, which is prone to disturb social setup. 

 Improving the level of training in equality and non-discrimination among police forces and 

legal bodies,improving research and encouraging reporting of such content. 

 Indian government has been pushing for internet platforms to locate their serversin the 

country, which might help address dangerous speech in real time. 

 Generating contra-narratives on social networks and raising public awarenessthrough 

campaigns to tackle extremism. 

 There can be an internationally accepted law that places the responsibility on social media 

companieslike Facebook to tackle hate speech by deleting obviously illegal content within 24 

hours if there is a request from the Government of a particular nation. 

 Social media platforms need to take responsibility to ensuretransparency, accountability 

and a system of rules and guidelines that users can recognize as standards, and which 

when enforced in a regularized fashion can begin to act as precedents. Thus, users, police 

and civil society actors will have a clear sense of what kind of material is likely to be taken 

down. 

 Therefore giving a proper definition to hate speech would be the first step to deal with the 

menaceand other initiatives such as spreading awareness amongst the public is the need of 

the hour. 

Parliament and State Legislatures – structure, functioning, conduct of business, 

powers & privileges and issues arising out of these. 

In the parliament, debates, discussions and deliberations on important issues facing 

the country, are the cornerstone of parliamentary democracy. In the light of the 

statement, evaluate the legislative process in India and suggest steps to make it more 

robust. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Tough 
Reference: The Hindu 
Why the question: 
The deterioration in the quality of deliberation in Parliament over time has prompted calls for reform 
from different stakeholders. On Independence Day, Chief Justice of India (CJI) N.V. Ramana also 
highlighted this problem. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Directive word:  
Evaluate – When you are asked to evaluate, you have to pass a sound judgement about the truth of 
the given statement in the question or the topic based on evidence.  You must appraise the worth of 
the statement in question. There is scope for forming an opinion here. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
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Begin by writing about the importance of parliamentary debates and discussion to our democracy. 
Body: 
Further elaborate how these debates and deliberations are enriching for our democracy. Cite 
examples to substantiate your points. 
Next, evaluate the legislative process with respect of debates and discussions. Mention hasty 
passage of bills, frequent litigations, lack of expertise, bypassing Rajya Sabha, lack of referral to 
parliamentary committees etc. 
Mention the measures that are needed to remedy this situation. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with a way forward. 
Introduction 

Chief Justice of India N.V. Ramana recently lamented the “sorry state of affairs” of law-making and 

Parliamentary debate in the country, saying there was “a lot of ambiguity in laws” which was 

triggering litigation and causing inconvenience to citizens, courts and other stakeholders. 

Body 

Background 

 The CJI’s observations follow closely after the Parliament cleared the Tribunal’s Reforms Bill 

of 2021, which has sought the abolishment of as many as nine appellate tribunals, including 

the Film Certificate Appellate Tribunals despite Opposition charge that the legislation 

undermined the independence of the judiciary. 

 The Bill has also revived provisions of tenure and service of Tribunals’ Members which were 

earlier struck down by the Supreme Court in a judgment. 

Debates, discussions and deliberations: Cornerstone of parliamentary democracy 

 Many rely on the volume of Bills passed by Parliament in a session as a measure of its 

efficiency. 

 However, this measure is flawed as it does not account for what is lost when efficiency is 

achieved by passing laws without adequate notice and deliberation. 

 Most, if not all, of these laws create burdensome obligations on persons and often affect 

their fundamental rights. 

 Legislators, as representatives of the people, are expected to exercise a duty of care before 

casting their vote. 

 This entails due deliberation about the implications of the law, posing amendments and 

questions to the concerned Minister, and requiring expert evidence through standing 

committees. 

 Deliberation in Parliament ensures that the views of persons who are adversely affected by 

a law are heard and actively engaged with. 

 Rushed law-making, rendering Parliament a rubber stamp, sacrifices two core ideals of a 

constitutional democracy, namely, equal participation and respect for fundamental rights. 

Legislative process in India: Issues 
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 The proportion of Bills being referred to parliamentary committees for study and 

consultation has drastically fallen in the current Lok Sabha. 

 As per an analysis, between June 2014 and May 2019, 186 Bills were introduced out of 

which 142 saw no prior consultations. 

 As per another analysis, the proportion of Bills being referred to parliamentary committees 

for study and consultation has drastically fallen from 60 per cent in the 14th Lok Sabha (LS), 

71 per cent in the 15th LS, 27 per cent in the 16th LS to just 11 per cent so far in the current 

LS. 

 One such Bill, reorganising the erstwhile state of Jammu and Kashmir, saw an 

unprecedented breakdown of all channels of consultation, within and outside the 

Parliament. 

 Another such Bill redefining the relationship between the Lieutenant Governor of Delhi 

and elected Chief Minister of Delhi saw no consultation whatsoever with either the people 

of Delhi or the elected legislature; in other words, the affected parties were denied the 

opportunity to participate in making the law. 

 Even where consultation has been carried out, it has left much to be desired. Last year, 

amidst the pandemic, the government proposed drastic changes to the Environment Impact 

Assessment procedures. 

 Concerned citizens had to approach the courts to get the deadline for the consultation 

extended and to get the government to make the notification available in all scheduled 

languages so that everyone could meaningfully participate in the consultation. 

Solutions 

 The Pre-Legislative Consultation Policy (PLCP) was instituted in 2014 requiring that every 

Ministry and Department “proactively” publish every proposed draft legislation or 

subordinate legislation, its justification, essential elements, financial implications and an 

estimated impact assessment on rights, lives, livelihoods, environment, etc. 

 The policy also provides that all such information should be put in the public domain for a 

minimum period of 30 days and the feedback received should also be published on the 

website of the concerned ministry or department. 

 The policy also provides that the summary of this pre-legislative process should be made 

available to any Parliamentary standing committee to which the subsequent Bill may be 

referred. 

 Thus, the policy envisaged a consultation while the Bill is being drafted and a study and 

consultation by a Parliamentary committee after it is introduced in Parliament. 

Conclusion 

In a country governed by the rule of law and a liberal Constitution providing for representation of 

marginalised sections in law-making positions, it is not difficult to argue that a closed and exclusive 

access to law-making processes is antithetical to the justice — social, economic and political — that 

our Constitution guarantees to everyone. By adopting arbitrary and discretionary processes and not 

clearly identifying and including all stakeholders in the policy-making process, the government 
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denies equality before law to those excluded. It also curtails freedoms of speech of such excluded 

groups to undertake legitimate advocacy on law and policy issues. 

To remedy the situation, a transparent consultation process must be initiated, to design a law on 

public participation in law and policy-making and to regulate lobbying and advocacy in an equitable 

manner. 

There cannot be real political equality without some measure of economic equality, 

because a society with great concentrations of poor people cannot be prosperous. 

Analyse. (150 words) 
Reference: Indian Express 

Introduction 

Political equality refers to the extent to which citizens have an equal voice over governmental 

decision. One of the bedrock principles in a democracy is the equal consideration of the preferences 

and interests of all citizens. This in India is one person one vote. 

Economic inequality is the unequal distribution of income and opportunity between individuals or 

different groups in society. Both these categories are deeply intertwined and inequality of one type 

affects the inequality in another. 

Body 

Economic inequality: Overview 

 The 2019 report by Oxfam, titled “Public good or Private Wealth?” showed that India’s 

top 10% holds 77.4% of the total national wealth, while the top 1% holds 51.53% of the 

wealth. 

 The bottom 60% population holds only 4.8% of the national wealth. 

 13.6 crore Indians, who make up the poorest 10% of the country, have continued to remain 

in debt for the past 15 years. 

 The Gini coefficient of wealth in India in 2017 is at 0.83, which puts India among the 

countries with highest inequality countries. 

Economic inequality  takes away political equality 

 On an individual level, unequal distribution of wealth and income, however, may adversely 

affect individuals’ ability to participate in the democratic process as equals. 

 It may result in procedural inequality to the extent that those lacking in wealth and income 

may not enjoy the same access to political and policy officials as those who possess wealth 

and income enjoy. 

 With a greater concentration of wealth at the top, elites are in a better position to use their 

wealth toward the attainment of their political and other ideological objectives. 

 Those at the top of the distribution often enjoy inordinate power and are able to not only 

limit redistribution, but shape the rules of the game in favor of those with more resources. 
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 Various studies have found legislative bodies to be more responsive to affluent constituents 

than to non-affluent constituents. 

 Inequality, especially in its extreme form of poverty, does in the end deprive us of our 

capabilities, which is said to be a kind of freedom. 

 To the extent that individuals at the bottom of the income distribution could be said to be 

poor, poverty deprives individuals of their capabilities. 

 Democracy also requires a measure of trust between people, and growing income 

inequality is said to threaten trust as various groups, mainly those at the bottom, 

experience political alienation and perceive the system not to be fair. 

Conclusion 

As democracy requires that individuals execute their agency, human agency must be protected. But 

this human agency also presupposes that basic material needs will have been met, which may be 

less likely given ever widening disparities in wealth and income. 

As social capital is the glue that holds society together, if individuals believe that the economic and 

political system is unfair, the glue does not work and society does not function well.  This is because 

institutions effectively promote trust. A trusting population tends to be more cooperative, and 

governments with trusting populations tend to be less corrupt and function with less conflict and 

greater responsiveness. Hence economic equality is crucial to relaise political equality and inturn to 

maintain order in the society. 

Standing committees form an integral part of Parliament’s role in the debate. But off 

late their role has been diminishing and this calls for an introspection, in order to 

utilise the full potential of these ‘mini-Parliaments’ as a deliberative and consensus 

building body. Analyse. (250 words) 

Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: The Hindu 
Why the question: 
Ahead of the reconstitution of the 24 Department-Related Standing Committees (DRSC), Rajya Sabha 
Chairman M. Venkaiah Naidu sent a detailed record of participation by the members in committee 
meetings over the past year to the political parties, calling them to nominate members only based on 
their participation and interest. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the importance of standing committees, the decline in their performance and steps 
need to utilise their full potential. 
Directive word:  
Analyse – When asked to analyse, you must examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them in a summary. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by write about standing committees, their mandate and their functioning. 
Body: 
In the first part of the body, write about the importance of the standing committees – discuss laws 
and policies by analysing them in-depth, non-partisanship, track government expenditure, scrutinise 
policies and bills and seek expert advice, consensus-building among parties etc. 
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Next, write about their diminished role – reduced sitting, pandemic, less attendance, partisanship etc 
– cite stats to substantiate your points. 
Suggest steps to utilise their full potential. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with a way forward. 
Introduction 

In the Indian Parliament, a Standing committee is a committee consisting of Members of Parliament. 

It is a permanent and regular committee which is constituted from time to time according to the 

provisions of an Act of Parliament or Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business. Both houses of 

Parliament, Rajya Sabha, and Lok Sabha have similar Committee structures with a few exceptions. 

Parliamentary committees draw their authority from Article 105 (on privileges of Parliament 

members) and Article 118 (on Parliament’s authority to make rules for regulating its procedure 

and conduct of business). 

Body: 

Significance of Parliamentary Standing Committees: 

 Parliament is the embodiment of the people’s will. Committees are an instrument of 

Parliament for its own effective functioning. 

 Committees are platforms for threadbare discussion on a proposed law. 

 The smaller cohort of lawmakers, assembled on the basis of the proportional strength of 

individual parties and interests and expertise of individual lawmakers, could have more 

open, intensive and better-informed discussions. 

 Committee meetings are ‘closed door’ and members are not bound by party whips, which 

allows them the latitude for a more meaningful exchange of views as against discussions in 

full and open Houses where grandstanding and party positions invariably take precedence. 

 Members of Parliament may have great acumen but they would require the assistance of 

experts in dealing with such situations. It is through committees that such expertise is 

drawn into law-making. 

 Executive accountability to the legislature is enforced through questions in Parliament also, 

which are answered by ministers. However, department standing committees go one step 

further and hear from senior officials of the government in a closed setting, allowing for 

more detailed discussions. 

 This mechanism also enables parliamentarians to understand the executive processes 

closely. 

Role of committees: 

 Support Parliament’s work. 

 Examine ministerial budgets, consider Demands for Grants, analyse legislation and scrutinise 

the government’s working. 

 Examine Bills referred to by the Chairman, Rajya Sabha or the Speaker, Lok Sabha. 

 Consideration of Annual Reports. 
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 Consideration of national basic long term policy documents presented to the House and 

referred to the Committee by the Chairman, Rajya Sabha or the Speaker, Lok Sabha. 

Challenges faced: 

 Persistent absenteeism from meetings of department-related standing committees should 

cost MPs their spot on these parliamentary panels was a strong view that emerged during a 

meeting of chairpersons of the committees with Rajya Sabha chairman M Venkaiah Naidu 

recently. 

 Eleven of the 22 Bills introduced in the ongoing session of Parliament have been passed, 

which makes it a highly productive session after many years. 

 But these Bills have been passed without scrutiny by parliamentary standing committees, 

their purpose being to enable detailed consideration of a piece of legislation. 

 After the formation of the 17th Lok Sabha, parliamentary standing committees have not 

been constituted as consultations among parties are still under way. 

 Partly as a result of this, the Bills were passed without committee scrutiny. They were 

discussed in Parliament over durations ranging between two and five hours. 

Way forward: 

 Parliamentary committees don’t have dedicated subject-wise research support available. 

The knowledge gap is partially bridged by expert testimony from government and other 

stakeholders. 

 Their work could be made more effective if the committees had full-time, sector-specific 

research staff. 

 The national commission to review the working of the Constitution has recommended that 

in order to strengthen the committee system, research support should be made available to 

them. 

 Currently, the rules of Parliament don’t require every bill to be referred to a parliamentary 

committee for scrutiny. While this allows the government greater flexibility and the ability to 

speed up legislative business, it comes at the cost of ineffective scrutiny by the highest law-

making body. 

 Mandatory scrutiny of all bills by parliamentary committees would ensure better planning of 

legislative business. 

Standing committees form an integral part of Parliament’s role in the debate. But off late their 

role has been diminishing and this calls for an introspection, in order to utilise the full potential of 

these ‘mini-Parliaments’ as a deliberative and consensus building body. Analyse. (150 words, 10 

marks) 

Introduction 

In the Indian Parliament, a Standing committee is a committee consisting of Members of Parliament. 

It is a permanent and regular committee which is constituted from time to time according to the 

provisions of an Act of Parliament or Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business. Both houses of 

Parliament, Rajya Sabha, and Lok Sabha have similar Committee structures with a few exceptions. 
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Parliamentary committees draw their authority from Article 105 (on privileges of Parliament 

members) and Article 118 (on Parliament’s authority to make rules for regulating its procedure 

and conduct of business). 

Body: 

Significance of Parliamentary Standing Committees: 

 Parliament is the embodiment of the people’s will. Committees are an instrument of 

Parliament for its own effective functioning. 

 Committees are platforms for threadbare discussion on a proposed law. 

 The smaller cohort of lawmakers, assembled on the basis of the proportional strength of 

individual parties and interests and expertise of individual lawmakers, could have more 

open, intensive and better-informed discussions. 

 Committee meetings are ‘closed door’ and members are not bound by party whips, which 

allows them the latitude for a more meaningful exchange of views as against discussions in 

full and open Houses where grandstanding and party positions invariably take precedence. 

 Members of Parliament may have great acumen but they would require the assistance of 

experts in dealing with such situations. It is through committees that such expertise is 

drawn into law-making. 

 Executive accountability to the legislature is enforced through questions in Parliament also, 

which are answered by ministers. However, department standing committees go one step 

further and hear from senior officials of the government in a closed setting, allowing for 

more detailed discussions. 

 This mechanism also enables parliamentarians to understand the executive processes 

closely. 

Role of committees: 

 Support Parliament’s work. 

 Examine ministerial budgets, consider Demands for Grants, analyse legislation and scrutinise 

the government’s working. 

 Examine Bills referred to by the Chairman, Rajya Sabha or the Speaker, Lok Sabha. 

 Consideration of Annual Reports. 

 Consideration of national basic long term policy documents presented to the House and 

referred to the Committee by the Chairman, Rajya Sabha or the Speaker, Lok Sabha. 

Challenges faced: 

 Persistent absenteeism from meetings of department-related standing committees should 

cost MPs their spot on these parliamentary panels was a strong view that emerged during a 

meeting of chairpersons of the committees with Rajya Sabha chairman M Venkaiah Naidu 

recently. 
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 Eleven of the 22 Bills introduced in the ongoing session of Parliament have been passed, 

which makes it a highly productive session after many years. 

 But these Bills have been passed without scrutiny by parliamentary standing committees, 

their purpose being to enable detailed consideration of a piece of legislation. 

 After the formation of the 17th Lok Sabha, parliamentary standing committees have not 

been constituted as consultations among parties are still under way. 

 Partly as a result of this, the Bills were passed without committee scrutiny. They were 

discussed in Parliament over durations ranging between two and five hours. 

Way forward: 

 Parliamentary committees don’t have dedicated subject-wise research support available. 

The knowledge gap is partially bridged by expert testimony from government and other 

stakeholders. 

 Their work could be made more effective if the committees had full-time, sector-specific 

research staff. 

 The national commission to review the working of the Constitution has recommended that 

in order to strengthen the committee system, research support should be made available to 

them. 

 Currently, the rules of Parliament don’t require every bill to be referred to a parliamentary 

committee for scrutiny. While this allows the government greater flexibility and the ability to 

speed up legislative business, it comes at the cost of ineffective scrutiny by the highest law-

making body. 

 Mandatory scrutiny of all bills by parliamentary committees would ensure better planning of 

legislative business. 

Structure, organization and functioning of the Executive and the Judiciary—

Ministries and Departments of the Government 

Improving the representation of women in the judiciary can ensure a more balanced 

and empathetic approach towards justice especially in cases involving sexual violence. 

Discuss. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate. 
Reference: The Hindu 
Why the question: 
Chief Justice of India N.V. Ramana on Sunday backed 50% representation for women in judiciary. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To argue for increased representation of women in the India Judiciary. 
Directive word:  
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you must debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You must give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
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Begin by giving statistic about percentage of women in the Indian Judiciary. 
Body: 
First, write about the impediments women face that leads to their skewed representation. 
In the next part, write about the need for increasing the representation of women in the judiciary – 
To identify instances of gender bias in adjudication, to prevent discrimination against women in court 
proceedings, to develop gender-neutral attitudes and skills and to promote justice to women on the 
basis of equality guarantee of the Constitution of India etc. 
Write about how sensitive cases like sexual violence will get a different approach with increased 
representation of women in the judiciary. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with a way forward to improve the representation of women in the judiciary 
Introduction 

The representation of women in judiciary is very low in India. They constitute only about 30% of the 

subordinate judiciary. In High Courts, women judges constitute 11.5% and in the Supreme Court, 

there are currently have four women Justices out of the sitting 33. That makes it just 12%, which is 

gross under-representation. 

Body 

Status of women in Indian judiciary 

 In the 71 years of history of the SC, there have been only eleven women judges — the first 

was Justice Fathima Beevi, who was elevated to the bench after a long gap of 39 years from 

the date of establishment of the SC. 

 There has never been a female Chief Justice. This figure is consistently low across the higher 

judiciary. 

 There are only 80 women judges out of the sanctioned strength of 1,113 judges in the High 

Courts and the Supreme Court. 

 Only four of these 80 women judges are in the Supreme Court and the other 78 are in 

various High Courts, comprising only 7.2% of the number of judges. 

 There are six High Courts — Manipur, Meghalaya, Patna, Tripura, Telangana, and 

Uttarakhand — where there are no sitting women judges. 

 Currently Justice Indira Bannerjee is set to retire in September which brings down the tally 

to three women judges. 

Challenges to women’s entry into judiciary 

 A major barrier to women’s recruitment as district judges are the eligibility criteria to take 

the entrance exams. 

 Lawyers need to have seven years of continuous legal practice and be in the age bracket 

of 35-45. 

 This is a disadvantage for women as many are married by this age and have to take career 

gaps due to childbirth. 
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 Further, the long and inflexible work hours in law, combined with familial 

responsibilities, force many women to drop out of practice and they fail to meet the 

requirement of continuous practice. 

 Many esteemed lawyers are not elevated to Supreme court Judge, with exception of one 

such instance i.e. Justice Indira Bannerjee. 

Benefits of diversity and gender representation in Supreme court 

 The entry of women judges into spaces from which they had historically been excluded has 

been a positive step in the direction of judiciaries being perceived as being more 

transparent, inclusive, and representative. 

 By their mere presence, women judges enhance the legitimacy of courts, sending a 

powerful signal that they are open and accessible to those who seek recourse to justice. 

 They could contribute far more to justice than improving its appearance: they 

also contribute significantly to the quality of decision-making, and thus to the quality of 

justice itself. 

 By elucidating how laws and rulings can be based on gender stereotypes, or how they 

might have a different impact on women and men, a gender perspective enhances the 

fairness of the adjudication. 

o g.: A judge of the Madhya Pradesh High Court imposed a condition while granting 

bail to a man accused of sexual assault — that he should go to the residence of 

the victim and get a Rakhi tied to his wrist. Such baseless judgements can be 

prevented. 

 Women judges bring those lived experiences to their judicial actions, experiences that tend 

toward a more comprehensive and empathetic perspective. 

 Improving the representation of women could go a long way towards a more balanced and 

empathetic approach in cases involving sexual violence. 

Conclusion 

This initiative must come from the Supreme Court itself, considering that the power of appointment 

rests almost exclusively with the Supreme Court Collegium. The goal must be to achieve at least 50% 

representation of women in all leadership positions. The Chief Justice of India, NV Ramana also 

mooted that women must have 50% reservation in the judiciary as it is their right. 

A major area of concern has been the number of pending cases in the courts which 

not only hampers justice delivery but also has economic costs. Analyse the causes for 

huge pendency of cases and suggest measures to reduce the burden. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Easy. 
Reference: The Hindu 
Why the question: 
More than 40% of cases are decided after three years in India, while in many other countries less 
than 1% of cases are decided after three years. Which decries the notion. Justice delayed is justice 
denied. 
Key Demand of the question: 
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To write about the causes for pendency of cases in India, its impact and suggest measures to 
overcome. 
Directive word:  
Analyse – When asked to analyse, you must examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them in a summary. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Describe the current conditions with few vital statistics to substantiate the pendencies. 
Body: 
First write the causes for it – The cumulative effect of persisting vacancies, strained budgets, 
inadequate infrastructure combined with the continuous inflow of cases inevitably impacts mounting 
pendency and the time taken for cases to resolve. 
Next bring out the impact of it – faith in the justice system, under trial prisoners their due of justice, 
impact on Economic reforms and foreign investors, Judiciary becomes overworked and lose its 
efficiency. 
Suggest measures to overcome the above. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with a way forward to ensure speedy delivery of justice. 
Introduction 

                The justice system in any democracy is set up, under the Constitution to serve the public 

without “fear or favour, affection or ill-will” as far as judges are concerned. The Indian 

Judiciary plays an increasingly important role in the life and the governance of this country. A 

measure of the justice delivery system is the pendency of cases in courts across the country. There 

has been a significant deterioration in this aspect. 

Body 

 

Causes for huge pendency of cases: 

 Shifting role of SC: 
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o The key reason for the mounting of pending cases can be attributed to shifting the 

role of the Supreme Court from adjudicating cases of constitutional significance 

into a regular court of appeals. 

o According to legal experts, most of the cases that the Supreme Court was handling 

daily are either appeals from various high courts or cases of gross violation of 

individual’s fundamental rights. But this role was never meant for the apex court. 

 Shortage of judges: 

o From 1950 to 1921, the number of Supreme Court judges has increased nearly four 

times. Even then, case pendency has steadily kept rising. 

o Around 5,580 or 25% of posts are lying empty in the subordinate courts, which leads 

to poor Judges to Population Ratio, as India has only 20 judges per million 

population. Earlier, Law Commission had recommended 50 judges per million. 

 Frequent adjournments: 

o The laid down procedure of allowing a maximum of three adjournments per case is 

not followed in over 50 per cent of the matters being heard by courts, leading to 

rising pendency of cases. 

 Low budgetary allocation leading to poor infrastructure: 

o India spends only about 09% of its GDP to maintain the judicial infrastructure. 

o Infrastructure status of lower courts of the country is miserably grim due to which 

they fail to deliver quality judgements. 

o A 2016 report published by the Supreme Court showed that existing infrastructure 

could accommodate only 15,540 judicial officers against the all-India sanctioned 

strength of 20,558. 

 Burden of government cases: 

o Statistics provided by LIMBS shows that the Centre and the States were responsible 

for over 46% of the pending cases in Indian courts. 

 Special leave petition: 

o cases in the Supreme Court, currently comprises to 40% of the court’s pendency. 

o It is because of frivolous PILs and various government policies which are challenged 

by the people that takes up most of judiciary’s time 

 Judges Vacation: 

o Supreme Court’s works on average for 188 days a year, while apex court rules 

specify minimum of 225 days of work. 

 Lack of court management systems: 

o Courts have created dedicated posts for court managers to help improve court 

operations, optimize case movement and judicial time. 
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o However, only few courts have filled up such posts so far. 

 Inefficient investigation: 

o Police are quite often handicapped in undertaking effective investigation for want of 

modern and scientific tools to collect evidences. 

Measures needed: 

 Improving infrastructure for quality justice: 

o The Parliamentary Standing Committee which presented its report on 

Infrastructure Development and Strengthening of Subordinate Courts, suggested: 

o States should provide suitable land for construction of court buildings etc. It should 

undertake vertical construction in light of shortage of land. 

o Timeline set out for computerization of all the courts, as a necessary step towards 

setting up of e- courts. 

 Addressing the Issue of Vacancies: 

o Ensure the appointments of the judges be done in an efficient way by arriving at an 

optimal judge strength to handle the cases pending in the system. 

o The 120th Law Commission of India report for the first time, suggested a judge 

strength fixation formula. 

o Supreme Court and High Courts should appoint efficient and experienced judges as 

Ad-hoc judges in accordance with the Constitution. 

o All India Judicial Service, which would benefit the subordinate judiciary by 

increasing quality of judges and help reduce the pendency. 

 Timeframe to dispose of cases: 

o Having a definite time frame to dispose the cases by setting annual targets and 

action plans for the subordinate judiciary and the High Courts. The judicial officers 

could be issued a strict code of conduct, to ensure that the duties are adequately 

performed by the officials. 

o Strict regulation of adjournments and imposition of exemplary costs for seeking it on 

flimsy grounds especially at the trial stage and not permitting dilution of time frames 

specified in Civil Procedure Code. 

 Better Court Management System & Reliable Data Collection: 

o For this categorization of cases on the basis of urgency and priority along with 

bunching of cases should be done. 

 Use of Information technology (IT) solutions: 

o The use of technology for tracking and monitoring cases and in providing relevant 

information to make justice litigant friendly. 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia


INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 

 
 

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia  Page 28 

o All the courts in the country must switch to a hybrid virtual mode immediately and 

start disposing cases. 

 Process reengineering: 

o Involves redesigning of core business processes to achieve dramatic improvements 

in productivity and quality by incorporating the use of technology in court rules. It 

will include: 

o Electronic filing of cases: e-Courts are a welcome step in this direction, as they give 

case status and case history of all the pending cases across High courts and 

Subordinate courts bringing ease of access to information. 

o Revamping of National Judicial Data Grid by introducing a new type of search 

known as elastic search, which is closer to the artificial intelligence. 

 Alternate dispute resolution (ADR): 

o As stated in the Conference on National Initiative to Reduce Pendency and Delay in 

Judicial System- Legal Services Authorities should undertake pre-litigation mediation 

so that the inflow of cases into courts can be regulated. 

o The Lok Adalat should be organized regularly for settling civil and family matters. 

o Gram Nyayalayas, as an effective way to manage small claim disputes from rural 

areas which will help in decreasing the workload of the judicial institution. 

o Village Legal Care & Support Centre can also be established by the High Courts to 

work at grass root level to make the State litigation friendly. 

Conclusion 

The fundamental requirement of a good judicial administration is accessibility, affordability and 

speedy justice, which will not be realized until and unless the justice delivery system is made within 

the reach of the individual in a time bound manner and within a reasonable cost. Therefore, 

continuous formative assessment is the key to strengthen and reinforce the justice delivery system 

in India. 

Judiciary, as the guardian of Rule of Law, is entrusted with the extraordinary power to 

punish misconduct aimed at undermining its authority or bringing the institution into 

disrepute, whether outside or inside the courts. Comment. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: The Hindu 
Why the question: 
Observing that the court’s power of contempt can’t be taken away even by a legislative enactment, 
the Supreme Court on September 29 held the chairperson of an NGO guilty of contempt for not 
depositing ₹25 lakh for “scandalising and browbeating” the court. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the need for Court’s power of contempt to punish people who scandalise it. 
Directive word:  
Comment– here we must express our knowledge and understanding of the issue and form an overall 
opinion thereupon. 
Structure of the answer: 
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Introduction:  
Begin by defining the Court’s power of contempt and types of contempt. 
Body: 
First, Discuss the origin of the concept, its constitutionality/ statutory basis, its different kinds. 
Next, Explain the concept- Contempt of court, is the offence of being disobedient to or disrespectful 
towards a court of law and its officers in the form of behaviour that opposes or defies the authority, 
justice and dignity of the court. Contempt of court, as a concept, seeks to protect judicial institutions 
from motivated attacks and unwarranted criticism, and as a legal mechanism to punish those who 
lower its authority. Cite recent famous examples. 
 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by asserting the rationale behind the provision. 
Introduction 

Contempt of court, often referred to simply as “contempt”, is the offence of being disobedient to or 

disrespectful toward a court of law and its officers in the form of behaviour that opposes or defies 

the authority, justice and dignity of the court. A similar attitude towards a legislative body is termed 

contempt of Parliament. 

Body 

Contempt of court can be of two kinds: 

 Civil, that is the wilful disobedience of a court order or judgment or wilful breach of an 

undertaking given to a court. 

 Criminal, that is written or spoken words or any act that scandalises the court or lowers its 

authority or prejudices or interferes with the due course of a judicial proceeding or 

interferes/obstructs the administration of justice. 

Constitutional and statutory basis of contempt of court 

 Article 129 and 215 of the Constitution of India empowers the Supreme Court and High 

Court respectively to punish people for their respective contempt. 

o Art 129: The Supreme Court shall be a court of record and shall have all the powers 

of such a court including the power to punish for contempt of itself 

 Section 10 of The Contempt of Courts Act of 1971 defines the power of the High Court to 

punish contempt of its subordinate courts. 

 The Constitution also includes contempt of court as a reasonable restriction to the freedom 

of speech and expression under Article 19, along with elements like public order and 

defamation. 

Judiciary and contempt of the court 

 Contempt of court, as a concept, seeks to protect judicial institutions from motivated 

attacks and unwarranted criticism, and as a legal mechanism to punish those who lower its 

authority. 

o E.g. In the Prashant Bhushan in August 2020, Supreme Court found him guilty of 

contempt for publishing tweets against judiciary. 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia


INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 

 
 

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia  Page 30 

o  In the tweets, the lawyer had commented on Chief Justice of India SA Bobde and 

about the general functioning of the court under the last four chief justices. 

o The court said it found the tweets prima facie contempt. 

 Rationale behind the provision: It is to ensure that the court’s orders are implemented. 

o To sustain the independent nature of the judiciary itself. 

 Uphold rule of law: While the judiciary issues orders, they are implemented by the 

government or private parties. 

o If the courts are unable to enforce their orders, then the rule of law itself will come 

to grinding halt. 

 The power to punish for contempt is a constitutional power vested with this court 

which cannot be taken away even by a legislative enactment. 

 The power can also be used when people file frivolous petitions with vested interests, 

wasting the precious time of the judiciary. 

o E.g.: The apex court was hearing an application filed by Mr. Daiya seeking recall of 

the apex court’s 2017 judgement by which it had imposed costs of ₹25 lakh on it for 

filing 64 PILs over the years without any success and “repeatedly misusing” the 

jurisdiction of the top court. 

o By not paying the amount, the petitioner was found guilty of the contempt of the 

court. 

Conclusion 

The reason why the concept of contempt exists is to insulate the institution from unfair criticism and 

prevent a fall in the judiciary’s reputation in the public eye. Fair and accurate reporting of judicial 

proceedings will not amount to contempt of court. Nor is any fair criticism on the merits of a judicial 

order after a case is heard and disposed of. Hence, the power of contempt is a necessity for judiciary 

to function and uphold the rule of law. 

Value addition 

Criticism of contempt of court 

 Extremely wide jurisdiction with broad definition. 

 Terms like scandalizing the court can be interpreted very loosely to prevent valid criticism of 

conduct of judges and judiciary 

 Against civil liberties of freedom of speech and expression which is a fundamental right. 

 While Article 19 provides contempt as a restriction on freedom of speech, a democracy does 

not prevent valid criticism. 

 Reasonableness must be maintained even in restrictions. Over sensitiveness of courts to 

criticism will lead to loss of this right. 

 While truth and good faith are added as valid defences, in practice this is not being upheld. 
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 In times of social media, where unregulated commentary is seen, courts pursuing all 

comments will waste precious time. 

Appointment to various Constitutional posts, powers, functions and 

responsibilities of various Constitutional Bodies. 

What are the roles and responsibilities of the speaker of Lok Sabha? How is the 

Deputy Speaker of Lok Sabha elected? The office of the Deputy Speaker is not a 

ceremonious post but a constitutionally mandated one. Comment on its importance. 

(250 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: The Hindu 
Why the question: 
The Delhi High Court gave time to the Centre to give its stand on a petition alleging inaction by 
Constitutional functionaries in not holding election to the post of the Deputy Speaker of the Lok 
Sabha. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the powers of Speaker, the process of appointment of the Deputy Speaker and 
importance of his office. 
Directive word:  
Comment– here we must express our knowledge and understanding of the issue and form an overall 
opinion thereupon. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by mentioning Article 93 of the Indian Constitution. 
Body: 
First, in detail enumerate the various roles and personalities of the Speaker of the Lok Sabha in the 
functioning of our parliamentary democracy. 
Next, mention the process of the election of the Deputy Speaker of the Lok Sabha. Shed light on the 
convention followed in electing the Deputy Speaker. 
Next, give the context of vacancy of over two years in electing the Deputy Speaker. Write about that 
importance of the office of Deputy Speaker in the Indian parliamentary proceedings. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by underscoring the need to fill constitutionally mandated positions. 
Introduction 

The Speaker is the presiding officer of the Lok Sabha (House of the People), the lower house of the 

Parliament of India. The speaker is elected generally in the very first meeting of the Lok Sabha 

following general elections. Serving for a term of five years, the speaker chosen from sitting 

members of the Lok Sabha (House of the People), and is by convention a member of the ruling party 

or alliance. 

Body 

Roles and responsibilities of the speaker of Lok Sabha: 

 Speaker of Lok Sabha is basically the head of the house and presides over the sittings of 

Parliament and controls its working. 
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 The constitution has tried to ensure the independence of Speaker by charging his salary on 

the consolidated Fund of India and the same is not subject to vote of Parliament. 

 While debating or during general discussion on a bill, the members of the parliament have to 

address only to the Speaker. 

 Whenever there is a joint sitting of both houses of Parliament (Lok Sabha & Rajya 

Sabha), the Speaker of the Lok Sabha presides over this meeting. 

 In the normal circumstances the Speaker does not cast his vote over any matter in Lok 

Sabha. But whenever there is a tie on votes between the ruling party and opposition, the 

Speaker at that time can exercise his vote. 

 It is the Speaker who decides the agenda of various discussions. 

 The speaker has the power to adjourn or suspend the house/meetings if the quorum is not 

met. 

 The Speaker ensures the discipline and decorum of the house. If the speaker finds the 

behaviour and a member of Parliament is not good, he/she can punish the unruly members 

by suspending. 

 The Speaker decides whether a bill brought to the house is a money bill or not. In the 

case Speaker decides some bill as a money bill, this decision cannot be challenged. 

 Speaker is the final and sole authority to allow different types of motions and resolutions 

such as No Confidence Motion, Motion of Adjournment, Censure Motion 

 The Speaker of Lok Sabha does not leave the office just after dissolution of the assembly. He 

continues to be in the office till the newly formed assembly takes its first meeting and elects 

the new Speaker. 

Election of the Deputy Speaker of Lok Sabha: 

 The Constitution neither sets a time limit nor specifies the process for election of Deputy 

Speaker. 

 It leaves it to the legislatures to decide how to hold these elections. 

 In Lok Sabha and state legislatures, the President/Governor sets a date for the election of 

the Speaker, and it is the Speaker who decides the date for the election of the Deputy 

Speaker. 

 Usually, the Deputy Speaker is elected in the first meeting of the Lok Sabha after the 

General elections from amongst the members of the Lok Sabha. 

 It is by convention that position of Deputy Speaker is offered to opposition party in India. 

Importance of post of deputy speaker in Lok Sabha: 

 The post of the Deputy Speaker is not ceremonious but constitutionally mandated by Article 

93 of the Indian Constitution 

 The Deputy Speaker is the second highest ranking legislative officer of the Lok Sabha. 
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 A Deputy Speaker also presides when a Speaker is not there or when the Speaker’s office is 

vacant on account of resignation, or illness, or death or any other reason, thereby ensuring 

the continuity of the Speaker’s office. 

 When the Speaker’s post falls vacant, it is the Deputy Speaker who assumes all the powers 

of the Speaker and exercises both legislative powers and administrative powers 

 A Deputy Speaker is also the ex-officio chairman of some committees by virtue of his 

position. 

 The Deputy Speaker has an important role in ensuring that the “varied functions” of the 

Parliament are discharged effectively and that the business of the House is conducted in a 

manner befitting the needs of India’s representative democracy. 

 In addition, when a resolution for removal of the Speaker is up for discussion, the 

Constitution specifies that the Deputy Speaker presides over the proceedings of the House. 

 It is thus a matter of grave importance that the post of Deputy Speaker in Lok Sabha lying 

vacant for over two years now, which amounts to flouting of the parliamentary norms by the 

government. 

 The Honourable Delhi High Court recently directed the central government to explain its 

stand over the issue of not holding elections to the post of Deputy Speaker of LS. The 

position has remained vacant for last 830 days. 

 Keeping the post of deputy speaker vacant is a violation of Article 93 of the Indian 

constitution. 

Conclusion 

The Office of the Speaker in India is a living and dynamic institution which deals with the actual 

needs and problems of Parliament in the performance of its functions. Thus, it is imperative to keep 

the office of Deputy Speaker also in functionality who can assume role of the Speaker in times of 

need. 

Statutory, regulatory and various quasi-judicial bodies 

The aim of establishing Tribunals in India was expected to serve a double purpose of 

speedy and cost-effective justice. Critically examine the performance of tribunals in 

India. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Tough 
Reference: The Hindu 
Why the question: 
A Special Bench of the Supreme Court led by Chief Justice of India N.V. Ramana said that the Centre 
should conform and fill long-pending vacancies to key tribunals. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To form a critical assessment of functioning of the Tribunals in India. 
Directive word:  
Critically examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we have to look into the topic (content words) in 
detail, inspect it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. 
While doing so we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
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When ‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the 
topic and give a fair judgement. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Give a brief description about tribunals and their purpose of removing delayed justice and also 
adjudicate on technical issues. Mention relevant articles of constitution associated with tribunals. 
Body: 
Firstly, give brief history of tribunals in India. With the use of statistics and facts such as number of 
tribunals established. 
Discuss the performance of tribunals with respect to case pendency, adjudication, appeals, 
appointments, etc. 
Also, mention latest court judgements related to tribunals to bring in more independence of the 
Tribunals from the executives. Mention about the National Tribunal Commission and issue of 
manpower in the Tribunals. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by writing a way forward to make dispensation of justice via tribunals more effective. 
Introduction 

Tribunal means a set or a bench upon which judge or judges sit and decide controversies between 

the parties and exercises judicial powers as distinguished from purely administrative functions. It is 

a quasi-judicial institution that is set up to deal with problems such as resolving administrative or 

tax-related disputes. Part XIV-A of the Constitution which consist of two Articles 323A and 

323B deals with these Tribunals  E.g.: National Green Tribunal, Central Administrative Tribunal etc 

Body 

Tribunals and judicial efficiency 

 Flexibility: Rigid procedures and evidence ordeals of courts are not followed, rather it goes 

by the principle of natural justice. 

 Less Expensive: Administrative justice ensures cheap and quick justice. Its procedures are 

simple and can be easily understood by a layman. 

 Relief to Courts: The tribunals perform an important and specialised role in justice 

mechanism. They take a load off the already overburdened courts. They hear disputes 

related to the environment, armed forces, tax and administrative issues. 

 Reduce pendency: To overcome the situation that arose due to the pendency of cases in 

various Courts, domestic tribunals and other Tribunals have been established under 

different Statutes, hereinafter referred to as the Tribunals. 

 Adequate Justice: In the fast-changing world of today, administrative tribunals are the most 

appropriated means of administrative action, and also the most effective means of giving 

fair justice to the individuals. 

o Lawyers, who are more concerned about aspects of law, find it difficult to 

adequately assess the needs of the modern welfare society 

 Efficiency: The Tribunals were set up to reduce the workload of courts, to expedite decisions 

and to provide a forum which would be manned by lawyers and experts in the areas falling 

under the jurisdiction of the Tribunal. 
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Critical examination of the performance of tribunals in India: 

 The manner of appointment of its members, performance appraisal, career path for 

tribunal members, remuneration, terms of service, are all outside the oversight of the 

judiciary. This is the foremost problem with tribunalisation. 

 In India, executive interference in the functioning of tribunals is often seen in matters of 

appointment and removal of tribunal members, as well as in provision of finances, 

infrastructure, personnel and other resources required for day-to-day functioning of the 

tribunals. 

 Administrative tribunals, with their separate laws and procedures often made by 

themselves, puts a serious limitation upon the principles of Rule of Law. 

 Most of the tribunals do not enjoy the same amount of independence of the Executive as 

do the Courts and the judges. 

 Recently, the Chief Justice of India NV Ramana-led bench of the Supreme Court pulled up 

the central government for the rising number of vacancies in various law tribunals across 

the country. The bench asked the centre to “clear its stand” on the urgent need to fill these 

vacancies. 

 The civil and criminal courts have a uniform pattern of administering justice. A uniform code 

of procedure in administrative adjudication is not there. 

 Administrative tribunals are manned by administrators and technical heads who may not 

have the background of law or training of judicial work. At times they adopt summary 

procedures to deal with cases coming before them 

 In Chandra Kumar case, SC held that the appeals to such tribunals lies before the court and 

hence defeats the whole purpose of reducing burden of the superior courts. 

 Since the tribunals are mainly chaired by the retired judges who are appointed by the 

government, so the present judges in courts may favour government in certain matter to 

gain political patronage in appointment to such tribunals after retirement. 

 Lack of adequate infrastructure to work smoothly and perform the functions originally 

envisioned for them. There is a lack of understanding of the staffing requirements in 

tribunals. 

Way forward 

 In the interest of better justice delivery, their traditional structures and methods of 

functioning should be reformed. 

 In the interest of maintaining the rule of law in society and to preserve individual freedom, 

that there should be some kind of judicial control over these tribunals. 

 Increasing the number of judges, filling the existing vacancy, use of technology to bring 

efficiency in administration of justice. 

 Tribunals themselves are better positioned to gauge their own administrative requirements. 

Therefore, providing power to tribunals to create or sanction posts can be a step in the 

right direction. 
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 The existing tribunals should be validated with proper measures to ensure their 

independence. 

Conclusion 

The Tribunals plays an important role and part in the sphere of the adjudication of disputes. 

Tribunals function differently from courts, from the manner of appointment to the procedure 

followed. Due to its increasing role, it is important to establish a competent authority for the 

redressal of people’s grievances and adjudication of the disputes. Therefore, the concept of 

administrative tribunals was emerged and is dynamically flourishing in India holding certain flaws 

and strengths. 

Value addition: 

Tribunals and their mandate 

 The original Constitution did not contain provisions with respect to tribunals. 

 The 42nd Amendment Act of 1976 added a new Part XIV- A to the Constitution. 

 This part is entitled as ‘Tribunals’ and consists of only two Articles–Article 323 A dealing with 

administrative tribunals and Article 323 B dealing with tribunals for other matters. 

 Article 323 A empowers the Parliament to provide for the establishment of administrative 

tribunals for the adjudication of disputes relating to recruitment and conditions of service of 

persons appointed to public services of the Centre, the states, local bodies, public 

corporations and other public authorities. 

 Under Article 323 B, the Parliament and the state legislatures are authorised to provide for 

the establishment of tribunals for the adjudication of disputes relating to the following 

matters: 

o Taxation 

o Foreign exchange, import and export 

o Industrial and labour 

o Land reforms 

o Ceiling on urban property 

o Elections to Parliament and state legislatures 

Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation. 

Samagra Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA) 2.0 has been revamped by aligning it with the 

Sustainable Development Goal for Education (SDG-4) and the recommendations of 

NEP which will focus on quality education in an equitable environment. Discuss. (250 

words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: Indian Express , vikaspedia.in 
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Why the question: 
The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs, chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi, has 
given its approval for continuation of the revised Samagra Shiksha Scheme for a period of five years 
i.e., from 2021-22 to 2025-26. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about SSA and how it aligns with SDG-4 and the NEP in order to improve the quality and 
accessibility of education in India. 
Directive word:  
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you must debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You must give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin the answer by writing about SSA, its aims and objectives. 
Body: 
Next, write about the major features and interventions of the scheme. 
Link the features of the scheme with treating school education as a continuum and is in accordance 
with targets Sustainable Development Goal for Education (SDG-4), convergence for the 
implementation of the RTE Act as well as recommendations of NEP 2020 to ensure that all children 
have access to quality education with an equitable and inclusive classroom environment. 
Conclusion: 
Suggest a way forward to make the SSA 2.0 a resounding success. 
Introduction 

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs has approved the school education 

programme Samagra Shiksha Scheme 2.0 till the 2025-26 financial year. It has been upgraded to 

align it with the Sustainable Development Goal for Education and the new National Education Policy 

launched in 2020. Out of the 293 transformative paragraphs of the National Education Policy 2020, 

about 180 are dedicated to school education. Provisions of 86 of those paragraphs figure in the 

revamped Samagra Shiksha 2.0 scheme that was approved by the Union government. 

Body 

Samagra Shiksha 2.0 aligned with SDG-4 and NEP 

 Direct Benefit Transfer: In order to enhance the direct outreach of the scheme, all child 

centric interventions will be provided directly to the students through DBT mode on an IT 

based platform over a period of time. 

 Teacher training: Provision of training of Master Trainers for training of Anganwadi workers 

and In-service teacher training for ECCE teachers. 

o Specific  training   modules   under   NISHTHA by NCERT to train Secondary teachers 

and Primary teachers. 

o A new component Appointment of Language Teacher has been added in the 

scheme- components of training of teachers and bilingual books and teaching 

learning material added, besides support for salary of teachers. 

 Ensuring learning outcomes: NIPUN Bharat, a National Mission on Foundational Literacy 

and Numeracy to ensure that every child achieves the desired learning competencies in 

reading, writing and numeracy at the end of grade III and not later than grade 5 has been 
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launched under the scheme with provision of TLM upto Rs 500 per child per annum, Rs 150 

per teacher for teacher manuals and resources, Rs 10-20 lakh per district for assessment. 

 Empowering girls: Incinerator and sanitary pad vending machines in all girls’ hostels. 

o Provision made for all KGBVs to be upgraded to class XII. 

o Enhanced financial support for existing Stand-alone Girls’ Hostels for classes IX to 

XII (KGBV Type IV) of upto Rs 40 lakh per annum (earlier Rs 25 lakh per annum). 

o Training for 3 months for inculcating self-defence skills under ‘Rani Laxmibai Atma 

Raksha Prashikshan’ and amount increased from Rs 3000 to Rs 5000 per month. 

o Separate provision of stipend for CWSN girls @ Rs. 200 per month for 10 months, in 

addition to student component from pre-primary to senior secondary level. 

o Provision of annual identification camps for CWSN at block level @Rs. 10000 per 

camp and equipping of Block Resource centres for rehabilitation and special training 

of CWSN. 

 Overhauling syllabus: Addition of new subjects instead of Stream in existing senior 

secondary schools. 

 Infrastructure: Transport facility has been extended to secondary level @ upto Rs 6000 per 

annum. 

o Additional Sports grant of upto Rs. 25000 to schools in case atleast 2 students of 

that school win a medal in Khelo India school games at the National level. 

o Provision of ICT labs, Smart classrooms including support for digital boards, smart 

classrooms, virtual classrooms and DTH channels have been provided. 

 Caring for dropouts: For out of school children at 16 to 19 years of age, support will be 

provided to SC, ST, disabled children, upto Rs 2000 per child per grade to complete their 

secondary/senior secondary levels through NIOS/SOS. 

 Financial support for State Commission for Protection of Child Rights @ Rs 50 per 

elementary school in the state, for protection of child rights and safety. 

 Innovation in schooling: Provision for Bagless days, school complexes, internships with local 

artisans, curriculum and pedagogical reforms etc included. 

 Provision for Establishment of New SCERT has been included and new DIETs in districts 

created upto 31st March 2020. 

 Assessment: Setting up of assessment cell preferably at SCERT to conduct various 

achievement surveys, develop test materials & item banks, training of various stakeholders 

& test administration, data collection analysis and report generation, etc. 

 The academic support of BRCs and CRCs has been extended for pre-primary and Secondary 

level also. 

 Support under   Vocational   Education   extended   to Government aided schools also in 

addition to Government Schools and grant/number of job roles/sections linked to enrolment 

and demand. 
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o Provision of Classroom cum workshop for Vocational Education in schools serving as 

Hub for other schools in the neighbourhood. Provision of transport and assessment 

cost for schools serving as spokes has been made. 

 Child tracking provision included for students of Government and Government aided 

schools 

 Support for Social Audit covering 20% of schools per year so that all schools are covered in 

a period of Five years. 

Conclusion 

Infusing joy at every stage and in every aspect of school education in a holistic manner, with the 

complete support and participation of all stakeholders is the way forward not only for inducing 

positivity in the system, but also for bringing synchronicity in the experience of both teachers and 

learners. This is what Samagra Shiksha 2.0 aims to do. 

Value Addition 

About Samagra Shiksha Scheme: 

 It is an integrated scheme for school education covering the entire gamut from pre-school to 

class XII. 

 It aims to deliver inclusive, equitable, and affordable school education. 

 It subsumes the three Schemes of Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA), Rashtriya Madhyamik 

Shiksha Abhiyan (RMSA) and Teacher Education (TE). 

 The scheme covers 1.16 million schools, over 156 million students and 5.7 million Teachers of 

Govt. and Aided schools (from pre-primary to senior secondary level). 

 It is being implemented as a centrally sponsored scheme. It involves a 60:40 split in funding 

between the Centre and most States. It was launched by the Ministry of Education in 2018. 

 

What is Biofortification? Examine the potential of Biofortification with respect to 

India’s push towards achieving targets of Sustainable Development Goal-2 (SDG-2). 

(150 words, 10 marks) 
Introduction 

WHO defines Biofortification as the process by which the nutritional quality of food crops is 

improved through agronomic practices, conventional plant breeding, or modern biotechnology. 

Biofortification differs from conventional fortification in that biofortification aims to increase 

nutrient levels in crops during plant growth rather than through manual means during processing of 

the crops. Biofortification may therefore present a way to reach populations where supplementation 

and conventional fortification activities may be difficult to implement and/or limited. 

Body 

Need for Biofortification in India: 
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 India faces a development paradox—of being one of the fastest-growing global economies 

in the world and contrast—of having an estimated 189.2 million people i.e., 14% of the 

population as undernourished. 

 Further, the percentage of children under the age of five who are stunted, wasted and are 

underweight are 38.4, 21.0 and 42.5 respectively. 

 Also, 53.1% of women of reproductive age between 15 to 49 years are anemic. 

 These metrics highlight the prevalence of chronic malnourishment of women, girls and 

children in India. 

Potential of Biofortification with respect to India: 

 Biofortification, an agriculture-based approach to the development and dissemination of 

micronutrient-rich crops, offers a viable option to mitigate malnutrition and hidden 

hunger. 

 The solution majorly targets poor and rural people who grow and consume staple 

crops significantly and supply their surplus produce majorly within their community. 

 The method enriches staple crops with required micronutrients that reduces people’s 

nutritional vulnerability because, during economic shocks, the poor tend to reduce their 

consumption of higher-value food commodities that are naturally rich in micronutrients. 

 With a one-time research and development investment, biofortified seeds can spread 

through the existing seed distribution systems in the country. 

 Farmers, even with limited resources and market access, can grow biofortified crops since 

they do not need repeated purchases of seeds year after year—they can use a part of their 

produce as the seeds for the next year. 

 Moreover, an increase in the adoption of seeds through efficient seed distribution channels 

will ensure it is economically remunerative for the growers. 

 For consumers, awareness has to be created about subsequent health benefits while 

ensuring easy access and affordability of the produce. 

 Currently, there is sufficient evidence available to say that biofortification can improve 

nutritional outcomes 

o g., improvement in hemoglobin and total body iron in Rwanda women after 

consumption of biofortified iron bean, enhancement in serum ferritin and total body 

iron observed in iron-deficient adolescent boys and girls in Maharashtra, India after 

consuming biofortified pearl millet flatbread twice daily for four months etc. 

 Biological fortification of food has proven to be simple, cost-effective and sustainable. 

 Thus, bio-fortified crops can be directly fed into India’s ambitious POSHAN 

Abhiyaan targeting over 10 crore people with the aim to reduce stunting, undernutrition, 

anemia, and low birth weight. 

Way forward: 

 Focus on mother’s education 
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o There is a direct correlation between mother’s education and the wellbeing of 

children. 

o Targeted programmesfor improving the educational status of girls and reducing the 

school dropout rates need to be promoted. 

o The Global Nutrition Report (2014)estimates that every dollar invested in a proven 

nutrition programme offers benefits worth 16 dollars. 

 Scale-up innovation in biofortified food by supporting policies 

o Innovations in biofortified food can alleviate malnutrition only when they are scaled 

up with supporting policies. 

o This would require increasing expenditure on agri-R&D and incentivising farmers by 

linking their produce to lucrative marketsthrough sustainable value chains and 

distribution channels. 

o The government can also rope in the private sector to create a market segment for 

premium-quality biofortified foods. 

o For instance, trusts run by the TATA group are supporting different states to 

initiatefortification of milk with Vitamin A and D.  

 National awareness drive 

o A national awareness drive on the lines of the “Salt Iodisation Programme” launched 

by the government in 1962 can play an important role at the individual and 

community levels to achieve the desired goals of poshan for all.  

o Branding, awareness campaigns, social and behavioural change initiatives, can 

promote consumption of locally-available, nutrient-dense affordable foods among 

the poor and children. 

Conclusion 

The emphasis on bio-fortification is a step forward for India’s transition from food availability and 

access to nutrition security and eradicating hidden hunger. Leveraging science to attack the complex 

challenge of malnutrition, particularly for low-income and vulnerable sections of society, can be a 

good intervention. 

Value Addition: 

Examples of biofortification projects include: 

 iron-biofortification of rice, beans, sweet potato, cassava and legumes; 

 zinc-biofortification of wheat, rice, beans, sweet potato and maize; 

 provitamin A carotenoid-biofortification of sweet potato, maize and cassava; and 

 amino acid and protein-biofortification of sorghum and cassava. 

Case study: Madhuban Gajar 
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 Madhuban Gajar, a biofortified carrot variety with high β-carotene and iron content 

developed by Shri Vallabhhai Marvaniya, a farmer scientist from Junagadh district, Gujarat is 

benefitting more than 150 local farmers in the area. 

 It is being planted in an area of over 200 hectares in Junagadh, and the average yield, which 

is 40-50 t/ha, has become the main source of income to the local farmers. 

 The variety is being cultivated in more than 1000 hectares of land in Gujarat, Maharashtra, 

Rajasthan, West Bengal, Uttar Pradesh during the last three years. 

 The Madhuvan Gajar is a highly nutritious carrot variety developed through the selection 

method with higher βcarotene content (277.75 mg/kg) and iron content (276.7 mg/kg) dry 

basis and is used for various value-added products like carrot chips, juices, and pickles. 

 Among all the varieties tested, beta-carotene and iron content were found to be superior. 

Biofortification initiatives in India: 

 The Indian Council for Agricultural Research (ICAR) has developed 21 varieties 

of biofortified staplesincluding wheat, rice, maize, millets, mustard, groundnut by 2019-20 

which are not genetically modified. 

 These biofortified crops have 5 to 3 times higher levels of protein, vitamins, minerals and 

amino acids compared to the traditional varieties. 

 A research team at the National Agri-Food Biotechnology Institute in Mohali has also 

developed biofortified coloured wheat (black, blue, purple) that is rich in zinc and 

anthocyanins. 

 The HarvestPlus programme of the Consultative Group for International Agricultural 

Research (CGIAR) have been working closely with ICAR, to improve the access of the poor in 

India to iron-rich pearl millet and zinc-rich wheat.  

Explain the concept of Social Stock Exchange and its implications on the civil society. 

Assess the factors to be taken into consideration to make this novel concept a success 

in India. (150 words) 
Introduction 

A social stock exchange (SSE) is a platform on which social enterprises, volunteer groups and welfare 

organizations will be listed so that they can raise capital. It will bring together social enterprises and 

impact investors on a common platform. Finance Minister announced that the government plans to 

create a social stock exchange (SSE) in the budget 2019.The SSE in India will be under the ambit of 

SEBI. 

Body: 

Background: 

 In this context, the Securities and Exchange Board of India (Sebi) constituted a 15-member 

working group on a social stock exchange (SSE) in September 2019. 
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 India has at least 3.1 million non-profit organizations (NPOs), more than double the number 

of schools and 250 times the number of government hospitals, according to an estimate in a 

June 2020 report by Sebi’s SSE working group. 

Implications of Social Stock Exchanges on civil society: 

 The proposal has attracted much attention, and social entrepreneurs, among others, have 

said that the move can have a revolutionary effect on how they tap investors for capital. 

 The exchange would help social and voluntary organisations which work for social causes to 

raise capital as equity, debt or a unit of mutual fund. 

 It’s good for the government to put in some resources in the creation of what should be 

viewed as a facilitating institution 

 With the government distrustful of foreign donations to nonprofits, the exchange might help 

the sector generate more capital 

 The proposal would be a radical experiment in a country characterised by stark inequality 

and rapid economic growth. 

 If created, the exchange could provide new and cheaper sources of financing for social 

welfare projects, while showcasing India’s independence from foreign aid as it seeks to 

enhance its position on the world stage. 

 SSEs exist in several countries in various forms but there is no clarity about the Indian 

version yet on trading, tax benefit transferability and accountability of third parties 

Factors to be considered to make this novel concept a success in India: 

 Non-profit organizations (NPOs) NPOs would have to establish “primacy of social impact” as 

well as demonstrate the measurability of their efforts. 

 It appears that any organization “in corporate form, partnership or sole-proprietorship firm” 

that creates a social impact as part of its business can be considered an for-profit social 

enterprises (FPEs). This is a grey area and could be potentially misused, even possibly reduce 

the flow of funds to NPOs. 

 The SSE seeks to give the NPO sector transparency by mandating increased financial, social 

and governance reporting. While this in itself is a good aim, mechanisms that are 

dependent on information risk leaving out smaller NPOs from the SSE’s ambit. 

 It also risks alienating organizations whose effort and/or impact may not be amenable to 

adequate data-capture. For instance, NPOs involved in environmental justice, digital rights 

or other areas where the existing systems and processes are stacked against them. 

 While the SSE technical group lays down protocols for social auditors, the worry is 

that middlemen agencies might emerge. 

 Such agencies may gain unchecked influence over the SSE-NPO-donor ecosystem, given the 

proposals’ inadequacy of regulatory checks and balances. This could go against the spirit of 

the idea. 
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 The tightrope between regulating NPOs to restrain misuse of the flexibility they are given 

and allowing for a wider set of fund-raisers that go beyond a narrow set of quickly 

measurable outcomes is a tough one, and needs a fair amount of work as the plan rolls out. 

Way forward: 

 The first thing the government needs to decide is how to distinguish between a social 

enterprise and a normal enterprise. 

 It would be innovative if corporate social responsibility funds could be routed to social 

enterprises through the exchange 

 This can help reduce misuse of CSR funds and help companies route funds through a more 

viable route 

 Social Stock Exchange is a worthy idea, but still needs deliberation and consultations with all 

stakeholders. 

 Its realization and eventual value to these stakeholders, especially to NPOs, will depend on 

some of these critical choices made at the onset. 

 The Social stock exchange is a step in the right direction to help the cash starved social 

startups. This will further the cause of socio-economic development with much transparency 

and accountability. 

Value addition: 

Background: 

 The idea of a social stock exchange (SSE) for listing of social enterprise and voluntary 

organisations was mooted by Finance Minister while presenting the Union Budget 2019-20. 

 A working group constituted by the Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) on social 

stock exchanges has submitted its recommendations. 

 The panel was set up by Sebi in September 2019 under the Chairmanship of Ishaat 

Hussain to suggest possible structures and regulations for creating SSE to facilitate listing 

and fund-raising by social enterprises as well as voluntary organisations. 

Key recommendations of the panel: 

 Allow direct listing of non-profit organisations through the issuance of bonds and a range of 

funding mechanisms. 

 Funding mechanisms suggested include some of the existing mechanisms such as Social 

Venture Funds (SVFs) under the Alternative Investment Funds. 

 A new minimum reporting standard has also been proposed for organisations which would 

raise funds under social stock exchanges (SSE). 

 Profit social enterprises can also list on SSE with enhanced reporting requirement. To 

encourage, giving culture some tax incentives have also been suggested. 

Need for Social Stock Exchanges: 
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 Social enterprises are playing a very significant role in solving real problems in education, 

healthcare and financial inclusion. 

 The Electronic Fundraising Platform acknowledges the problem of investment fundraising for 

such organizations 

 It sends a positive signal that the government is bothered about the sector. 

 It will help companies to have greater visibility and raise capital. For instance, if an 

entrepreneur can go to a single platform which he knows will be touched by a hundred 

investors, it becomes easier for him 

 Listing on an exchange can be a viable alternative for impact startups to raise funding 

 In India, the social impact startups are growing at 20 per cent annual rate while there are 

more than 400 such startups 

Global examples: 

 UK: The Social Stock Exchange in London functions more as a directory connecting social 

enterprises and potential investors. Launched in 2013, it only accepts companies that pass its 

independent assessment on social impact. 

 Kenya: The Kenya Social Investment Exchange, launched in 2011, connects vetted social 

enterprises with impact investors, both foreign and domestic. A listed social enterprise has to 

demonstrate social impact as well as financial sustainability beyond the funding period. 

 Canada: Backed by the Ontario government, the SVX is an online platform that allows 

investments in Canadian companies and funds that have “a positive social or environmental 

impact”. Retail investors are also allowed to participate. 

 Singapore: The Impact Investment Exchange runs a social stock exchange in partnership with 

the Stock Exchange of Mauritius, which is open to limited accredited investors who want to 

invest. 

Challenges: 

 In a survey of Indian social enterprises by Brookings India, 57% identified access to debt or 

equity as a barrier to growth and sustainability. 

 Lack of clarity of Social Enterprise in India. 

 There is less clarity about how a stock exchange will help raise capital for “voluntary 

organisations”. 

 Social startups possibly lack the flexibility in raising capital from angel or venture capital 

investors, unlike a regular technology startup.  

What are the drawbacks of reserving cadre posts for certain particular civil services? 

Examine its impact on administration of India (150 words, 10 marks) 
Introduction 

India has a system where certain posts, both at the Centre and in states, are reserved for certain 

services by declaring them as cadre posts. This has resulted in exclusionary behaviour by all services 
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to keep members of other services away. The recent case in the Supreme Court between CAPF 

officers and IPS officers is but one such example. 

Body 

Drawbacks of reserving cadre posts for certain services 

 First, it acts as a glass ceiling for all the members of a service, whatever the skill set 

possessed by an individual member and hence, acts as a de-motivator. 

 Second, since officers from a particular service have to be posted to a particular post, 

less than optimal choices often have to be made with the full knowledge that a net cast 

wider may be better from a national perspective. 

 Third, it creates strange anomalies where batchmates from the same examination are 

promoted slower or faster just because they belong to different services, not because they 

are less or more competent. 

 Fourth and most importantly, it prevents the government from optimally utilising the talent 

it possesses, especially when the government feels that there is a talent gap that it seeks to 

fill by hiring from the private sector. 

 Finally, it makes all the services top-heavy because, in the absence of lateral movement, all 

members remain within the core functional area and hence need to be promoted 

periodically, mostly simultaneously. 

 Every service has a core role for which it has been trained. For example, a customs officer 

is trained differently than a police or income tax officer. However, some people outgrow 

their core functional areas and pick up new skills along the way. 

 However, the system of cadre posts ensures that they cannot fully express the skills that 

they may have developed. And the nation does not benefit from the skills possessed by 

these officers, which are acquired at the tax payer’s cost. 

Way forward 

 By declaring all senior positions as cadre posts, we seem to have killed the fluidity and 

nimbleness needed to face the challenges of a fast-changing world. 

 It also gives the different services a handle to keep others away from their turf through legal 

challenges. 

 We need to examine whether the concept of cadre posts has benefitted the nation or has 

been counter-productive. 

 On the face of it, it does not seem to be a good human resource management practice as it 

reduces the universe of available choices. 

 It may not be advisable to completely do away with the concept as we need specialised and 

trained departmental officers to man the bottom and middle of the administrative pyramid. 

 Beyond that level, we may like to either make posts cadre-neutral or at the least make 

multiple services with relevant experience eligible for the post — a way of widening the 

talent pool available for the cadre post. 
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 Objective criteria rooted in domain knowledge can go a long way in making the selection 

process more meaningful in either of the two models. 

 The concept of cadre posts is just one example of archaic ideas that create entry barriers, 

thwart competition and impact our administrative efficiency. 

 Many of them have outlived their utility but continue because they help the services protect 

their turf. 

Conclusion 

It is high time we identify similar limiting concepts in our administrative dogma and seriously review 

them in the light of enlightened HRM practices. We need to bring the concept of “ease of doing 

business” into our administrative thought and practices. Only then we can optimally harness the 

talent pool that we abundantly possess, both inside and outside the government. 

The E-Shram portal can become the means of ensuring targeted welfare schemes 

aimed at the informal sector but further steps are required to truly address the issues 

of unorganised workers. Analyse (150 words, 10 marks) 

Introduction 

The government aims to register 38 crore unorganised workers, such as construction labourers, 

migrant workforce, street vendors and domestic workers, among others. The workers will be issued 

an e-Shram card containing a 12 digit unique number, which, going ahead, will help in including 

them in social security schemes 

Body 

E-shram and targeted welfare schemes 

 Hitherto, unorganised sector workers were effectively excluded from the purview of labour 

laws. 

 Through this portal, after registering unorganised workers, the government says that it will 

be able to provide social security benefits such as insurance coverage, maternity benefits, 

pensions, educational benefits, provident fund benefits, housing schemes etc. 

 The UAN number will be valid across the country and will help to provide workers, especially 

migrant workers, with social security benefits regardless of their location. 

 The database will also help to create a central portal through which all social security 

benefits can be accessed. 

E-shram portal: Purpose and Significance 

 Delivery of benefits: The portal will not only register them but would also be helpful 

in delivering of various social security schemes being implemented by the central and state 

governments. 

 Maintaining a database of workers in unorganized sector: In India, 38.2% of the population 

is employed, shows the recently-released Periodic Labour Force Survey Annual Report 2019-

’20. And, the unorganised sector represents 81% of the workforce, according to the 

ministry’s annual report. 
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o A large number of unorganised workers are home-based and are engaged in 

occupations such as beedi rolling, agarbatti making, papad making, tailoring, 

embroidery work, workers who are working or engaged as street vendors, head 

loaders, brick kiln workers, cobblers, rag pickers, domestic workers, washermen, 

rickshaw pullers, landless labourers etc. 

 Welfare of workers: The number of unorganised workers is expected to have increased due 

to the pandemic-infused economic burdens. Hence portal will help workers get their due 

benefits. 

 Portable: This system is also aimed at helping migrant workers by making the benefits they 

are entitled to more “portable”. 

o The access to schemes for interstate migrant workers ranges from 5% to 

27.5% which means the lowest level of access is 0.5% of migrant workers and 

highest is 27.5% 

o Portal will remove this discrepancy. 

Issues that need to be addressed 

 The Centre of Indian Trade Unions has said that arrangements for off-line registration are 

needed, given that all workers may not be able to access the online portal. 

 The Working People’s Charter said that imposing the condition of Aadhaar would exclude 

workers without Aadhaar cards from the process. 

 Other organisations have stated how many workers have to change mobile numbers 

frequently, and so they may not always be able to access the Aadhaar-linked mobile. 

 The lack of clarity about the entitlements to be received through the portal has also been 

criticised. 

 Even those who may have a smartphone through which they can access the portal might not 

be digitally literate enough to adequately navigate and understand how the portal works. 

 In such a scenario, providing an online-only registration process would mean that many 

unorganised workers would not be able to register on the portal. 

Way Forward 

 Allow multiple forms of ID: The mandatory usage of Aadhaar for registration is 

unconstitutional and exclusionary, and must be removed. Other government provided ID 

cards should be allowed for authenticating a worker’s identity. 

 Allow the latest numbers to be used: Workers should be allowed to use any number of their 

choice for registration. The portal must also allow the registered number to be modified by 

the workers. 

 Allow offline registration: The government must create a way to register in the database 

offline. To this extent, common service centres can be leveraged to hold ‘registration camps’ 

for those who wish to register offline. Workers who are registered on pre-existing databases 

must automatically have their data supported into the new database. 
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 Increase ease of registration: Both central and state governments must organise local 

events and door-to-door campaigns to help workers register on the database. A helpline 

should be created to deal with complaints about the portal. 

Value-addition 

Registration in e-shram portal 

 The registration of workers on the portal will be coordinated by the Labour Ministry, state 

governments, trade unions and CSCs. 

 A worker can register on the portal using his/her Aadhaar card number and bank account 

details, apart from filling other necessary details like date of birth, home town, mobile 

number and social category. 

 The initial benefits of registration include insurance coverage of Rs. 1 lakh in case of partial 

disability and Rs. 2 lakh in case of permanent disability or death. 

 As of 30th August, more than 9.2 lakh workers have been registered on the portal. 

The data governance proposals of India must be evaluated from a gender lens to 

further ease the usage of Internet and Social Media for women. Discuss. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Tough 
Reference: Hindustan Times 
Why the question: 
The new data governance laws are under discussion. Given the various challenges faced by women in 
usage of Internet & Social media in India, There is a need to look at the laws from the gender 
perspective. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To discuss about how and why the data governance laws in India must be gender sensitive. 
Directive word:  
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you must debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You must give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Start your answer by talking about how India is moving towards an increasingly digital society. Thus, 
there is a need for the privacy and data governance laws which impact women’s safety and agency 
on the internet to be gender sensitive. 
Body:   
In the first part, briefly highlight the challenges faced by women in usage of Internet and social media 
in India. You can substantiate your answer by giving statistics from NFHS-5, etc. 
Now, talk about how the clauses in various data governance laws such as Personal Data Protection 
Bill, 2019 should be protective of women’s privacy and agency to use internet. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with a way forward to make the data governance laws of India gender sensitive. 
Introduction 

The rise of big data and machine learning has caused an immense growth in powerful technologies 

and applications. The algorithms behind these technologies amass a huge amount of data from 

individuals, which is then used (or sold to other firms) to target, persuade, reward, or penalise users. 
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While privacy issues have been extensively debated, a discussion on how data governance laws 

might impact women differently than men and affect their agency on the internet has been mostly 

missing. This is on top of issue of women’s access to internet and social media. 

Body 

Challenges faced by women in usage of Internet and social media in India 

 Mobile ownership: According to a 2017 survey, women use social media (such as Facebook 

and Instagram) significantly more than men. At the same time, there appears to be a huge 

disparity in mobile ownership. 

 Regional disparity: The National Family Health Survey-5 (2019-20) indicates significant 

diversity between states and union territories (UTs) in terms of the percentage of women 

having a mobile phone, with figures ranging from 49% in Gujarat and Andhra Pradesh to 

91% in Goa. 

 Women also face a higher risk of reputational loss online. 

 Issue of cyber-crime and women: Between 2017 and 2018, cases of cyberstalking or 

bullying of women or children increased by 36% while the conviction rate fell from 40% to 

25%. Such issues can negatively affect the mental health of victims resulting from 

humiliation, diminishing self-esteem, and social isolation. 

 These incidents also lead to a perception of the internet as an unsafe place for women. 

Need for data governance proposals of India must be evaluated from a gender lens 

Given the above sensitivities around women’s data and its impact on their ability to use the internet, 

India’s various data governance proposals that are under discussion currently must be evaluated 

from a gender lens. 

 For example, the proposed Personal Data Protection (PDP) Bill, 2019 imposes a blanket 

requirement for parental consent for processing the personal data of anyone below the age 

of 18 years. 

o This effectively gives parents control over teens’ access to any internet platform. 

o While protection of minors’ data is indeed important, a blanket requirement such as 

this coupled with the shared usage of mobile phones, may compromise the agency 

of teenage girls far more than boys, as families exert control over their usage. 

 Data and Artificial intelligence: If there is underlying bias the data sets, this can be against 

women’s interests. 

o For example, if an algorithm is trained on outcomes that are unfavourable for 

women, it will replicate the same in its predictions. 

o Second, if women are underrepresented in the training dataset (very likely due to 

the existing digital divide), then it will result in products that aren’t designed for 

women, furthering the digital divide over time. 

 Privacy concerns and implications of breach: The risks of identification by piecing together 

different sets of non-personal data are far higher for women than men. 
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o For example, non-personal data from women’s health apps, when pieced together 

with shopping data, may risk revealing their identities and their reproductive 

health issues. 

Conclusion 

As India moves towards an increasingly digital society, how privacy and data governance laws may 

impact women’s safety and agency on the internet should not come as an afterthought. We need to 

have these discussions front and centre as these regulations can be a key building block to women’s 

agency on the internet and their participation in the economy of the future. We risk deepening the 

existing chasms in an increasingly digital world, if we do not get this right. 

Value-addition 

Data Protection Bill 

 Data principal: As per the bill, it is the individual whose data is being stored and processed. 

 Exemptions: The government is qualified to order any data fiduciary to acquire personal and 

non-personal/anonymised data for the sake of research and for national security and 

criminal investigations. 

 Social media companies, which are deemed significant data fiduciaries based on 

factors such as volume and sensitivity of data as well as their turnover, should develop their 

own user verification mechanism. 

 An independent regulator, Data Protection Agency (DPA) will oversee assessments and 

audits and definition making. 

 Each company will have a Data Protection Officer (DPO) who will liaison with the DPA for 

auditing, grievance redressal, recording maintenance and more. 

 The bill also grants individuals the right to data portability, and the ability to access and 

transfer one’s own data. 

 The right to be forgotten: This right allows an individual to remove consent for data 

collection and disclosure. 

Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission is the coming together of technological initiatives to 

enhance high quality healthcare across the nations. Analyse its potential and 

limitations to achieve interoperability within the digital health ecosystem. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Easy. 
Reference: Live Mint 
Why the question: 
In a historic initiative, Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi will launch the Ayushman Bharat Digital 
Mission. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the potential and limitations of Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission. 
Directive word:  
Analyse – When asked to analyse, you must examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them in a summary. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
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Start by writing about Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission’s aims and objectives. 
Body: 
First, write about the various features of Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission – seamless online 
platform, information and infrastructure services, interoperable, longitudinal health records of 
citizens and health ID for every citizen etc. 
Next, write about the potential of Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission – Accessibility, Quality 
healthcare, Reach, Benefits to hospitals etc. 
Next, write about the limitations – privacy and security issues, awareness, role of private players etc. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with a way forward to ensure maximisation of potential while minimising the risks. 
Introduction 

The Prime Minister launched the Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission. Under this, a unique digital 

health ID will be provided to the people, which will contain all the health records of the person. The 

pilot project of the National Digital Health Mission was announced by the prime minister from the 

ramparts of the Red Fort on August 15, 2020. 

Body 

Features 

 The key components of this scheme, which is also called the National Digital Health Mission 

or the PM Digital Health Mission, are a health identity card for every citizen, a 

healthcare professionals registry, and healthcare facilities registries. 

 It will also help ensure security, confidentiality and privacy of health-related personal 

information. 

 The health ID for every citizen will also work as their health account, to which personal 

health records can be linked and viewed with the help of a mobile application. 

 Healthcare Professionals Registry (HPR) and Healthcare Facilities Registries (HFR) will act as 

a repository of all healthcare providers across both modern and traditional systems of 

medicine. 

 Currently, the project is being implemented in the pilot phase in six Union Territories. 

 The nationwide rollout of the project coincides with National Health Authority (NHA) 

celebrating the third anniversary of Ayushman Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana 

(AB PM-JAY). 

Potential of Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission 

 The mission will enable access and exchange of longitudinal health records of citizens with 

their consent. 

 Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission will play a big role in eliminate problems in medical 

treatment of poor and middle class. 

  The new programme will help create interoperability within the digital health 

ecosystem, similar to the role played by the UPI in revolutionising the payments. 

 It will ensure ease of doing business for doctors and hospitals and healthcare service 

providers. 
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 Furthermore, the Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission Sandbox, created as a part of the 

mission, will act as a framework for technology and product testing that will help 

organisations, including private players to be a part of the National Digital Health Ecosystem 

to become a health information provider 

 Possible challenges 

 The mission still does not recognize ‘Health’ as a justiciable right. There should be a push 

draft at making health a right, as prescribed in the draft National Health Policy, 2015. 

 One of the biggest concerns is regarding data security and privacy of patients. It must be 

ensured that the health records of the patients remain entirely confidential and secure. 

 Potential misuse of information by the insurance companies can affect, people’s ability to 

buy insurance. 

  The companies may charge high premium if health details are known or even deny in few 

cases. 

 In addition, the failure of a similar National Health Service (NHS) in the United 

Kingdom must be learnt lessons from and the technical and implementation-related 

deficiencies must be proactively addressed prior to launching the mission on a pan India 

scale. 

Conclusion 

The Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission would be playing a huge role in solving the issues faced in 

medical treatment by different classes of Indians, mainly the poor. It can be done by connecting 

people via technology that is connecting the healthcare workers, hospitals to patients etc. This has a 

revolutionary potential like never before for the health sector, but caution must be taken that the 

information is not inadvertently shared. 

Value Addition: Ayushman Bharat 

 Launched as recommended by the National Health Policy 2017, to achieve the vision 

of Universal Health Coverage (UHC). 

 This initiative has been designed on the lines as to meet SDG and its underlining 

commitment, which is “leave no one behind”. 

 Aim: to undertake path breaking interventions to holistically address health (covering 

prevention, promotion and ambulatory care), at primary, secondary and tertiary level. 

 Includes the on-going centrally sponsored schemes – Senior Citizen Health Insurance 

Scheme (SCHIS) and Rashtriya Swasthya Bima Yojana (RSBY). 

 Ayushman Bharat adopts a continuum of care approach, comprising of two inter-related 

components, which are: 

  

o Health and Wellness Centres (HWCs). 

o Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (PM-JAY). 
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Key Features of PM-JAY: 

 The world’s largest health insurance/ assurance scheme fully financed by the government. 

 It provides cover of 5 lakhs per family per year, for secondary and tertiary care 

hospitalization across public and private empanelled hospitals in India. 

 Coverage: Over 10.74 crore poor and vulnerable entitled families (approximately 50 crore 

beneficiaries) are eligible for these benefits. 

 Provides cashless access to health care services for the beneficiary at the point of service. 

 Eligibility: 

 No restrictions on family size, age or gender. 

 All pre–existing conditions are covered from day one. 

 Covers up to 3 days of pre-hospitalization and 15 days post-hospitalization expenses such as 

diagnostics and medicines. 

 Benefits of the scheme are portable across the country. 

 Services include approximately 1,393 procedures covering all the costs related to treatment, 

including but not limited to drugs, supplies, diagnostic services, physician’s fees, room 

charges, surgeon charges, OT and ICU charges etc. 

 Public hospitals are reimbursed for the healthcare services at par with the private hospitals. 

 

Development processes and the development industry —the role of NGOs, SHGs, 

various groups and associations, donors, charities, institutional and other 

stakeholders. 

Implementation of e-governance in local governments will not only improve service 

delivery at the local level but also takes us a step closer towards achieving broader 

socio-economic goals. Elaborate. (150 words, 10 marks) 
Introduction 

As India grows more urban, the importance of effective governance and service delivery by city 

governments becomes central to the well-being of Indians. We hope to live in ‘smart cities’, where 

digital systems enable the use of data — generated by people living and working in the city itself — 

to continuously improve how the city functions. E-governance holds the promise of improving local 

governance and is actively being promoted across the nation. 

Body 

Background: e-governance in local governments 

 If the Panchayats and municipal bodies are to perform efficiently and effectively all the 

mandated tasks, which are increasing day by day, extensive use of Information and 

Communication Technology (ICT) is needed. 
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 Moreover, there is a strong need to build a “digital inclusive society” where large sections of 

rural population are able to benefit from new technologies; can access and share 

information and services freely and can participate in the development process more 

effectively. 

 In cities, ease of citizen services is a pre-requisite. For example :BBMP in Karnataka will soon 

start issuing digitally signed khata certificates in Bengaluru to facilitate registration of 

properties. It is called e-Aasthi. 

Role of e-governance in Local self-governments 

 Transparency: Government of India formulated E-Panchayat Mission Mode Project for e-

enablement of all the Panchayats, to make their functioning more efficient and transparent. 

 Automation of internal workflow processes of Panchayats: PRIASoft – an online cash-based 

double entry accounting software that implements the Model Accounting System for PRIs, 

has been a major success with 1.2 lakh Panchayats on board and about 65,000 Panchayats 

are making online voucher entries during 2011-2012. 

 Budgeting: Cities such as Bangalore and Pune have experimented with citizen budgeting 

receiving many online budgets. This shows the most important issues that need resources 

from local bodies. 

 Improving delivery of services to citizens: Citizens can be part of governance and 

 Capacity building of Panchayat/Municipality Representatives and Officials: Online 

materials and training to Panchayat representatives can go a long way in achieving 

 Social Audit: Social Audit can become much easier, if the information on all the 

development details are made publicly available. 

 Accountability, Efficiency and RTI compliance of Panchayats: e-governance in local self-

government will lead to better utilisation of funds and decrease the discretionary powers of 

officials. Thereby reducing scope for any misappropriation. 

Conclusion 

All the benefits we associate with e-governance the ease of interaction, the gains in efficiency 

through both performance management and process reform, and the potential for data-driven 

preventive maintenance of infrastructure, hinge upon adoption of the system by local government 

employees and citizens themselves. 
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Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and 

States and the performance of these schemes; mechanisms, laws, institutions 

and Bodies constituted for the protection and betterment of these vulnerable 

sections. 

The E-Shram portal can become the means of ensuring targeted welfare schemes 

aimed at the informal sector but further steps are required to truly address the issues 

of unorganised workers. Analyse. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Tough 
Reference: scroll.in 
Why the question: 
The Union Ministry of Labour and Employment launched a national database to register unorganised 
workers, called the e-Shram portal. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the benefits of e-shram portal for unorganised workers and other measures further 
need to ensure their welfare. 
Directive word:  
Analyse – When asked to analyse, you must examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them in a summary. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by writing about the e-shram portal and its objectives. 
Body: 
In the first part, throw a light on the current status of unorganised workers in India. 
mention the potential benefits for the unorganised workers by registering themselves on the portal – 
health, DBT, ration etc. 
Next, mention how e-shram is the first step in alleviating the issues of unorganised workers. Mention 
other steps especially with respect to labour and employment that are needed to ensure their 
welfare. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with a way forward. 
Introduction 

The government aims to register 38 crore unorganised workers, such as construction labourers, 

migrant workforce, street vendors and domestic workers, among others. The workers will be issued 

an e-Shram card containing a 12 digit unique number, which, going ahead, will help in including 

them in social security schemes 

Body 

E-shram and targeted welfare schemes 

 Hitherto, unorganised sector workers were effectively excluded from the purview of labour 

laws. 

 Through this portal, after registering unorganised workers, the government says that it will 

be able to provide social security benefits such as insurance coverage, maternity benefits, 

pensions, educational benefits, provident fund benefits, housing schemes etc. 

 The UAN number will be valid across the country and will help to provide workers, especially 

migrant workers, with social security benefits regardless of their location. 
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 The database will also help to create a central portal through which all social security 

benefits can be accessed. 

E-shram portal: Purpose and Significance 

 Delivery of benefits: The portal will not only register them but would also be helpful 

in delivering of various social security schemes being implemented by the central and state 

governments. 

 Maintaining a database of workers in unorganized sector: In India, 38.2% of the population 

is employed, shows the recently-released Periodic Labour Force Survey Annual Report 2019-

’20. And, the unorganised sector represents 81% of the workforce, according to the 

ministry’s annual report. 

o A large number of unorganised workers are home-based and are engaged in 

occupations such as beedi rolling, agarbatti making, papad making, tailoring, 

embroidery work, workers who are working or engaged as street vendors, head 

loaders, brick kiln workers, cobblers, rag pickers, domestic workers, washermen, 

rickshaw pullers, landless labourers etc. 

 Welfare of workers: The number of unorganised workers is expected to have increased due 

to the pandemic-infused economic burdens. Hence portal will help workers get their due 

benefits. 

 Portable: This system is also aimed at helping migrant workers by making the benefits they 

are entitled to more “portable”. 

o The access to schemes for interstate migrant workers ranges from 5% to 

27.5% which means the lowest level of access is 0.5% of migrant workers and 

highest is 27.5% 

o Portal will remove this discrepancy. 

Issues that need to be addressed 

 The Centre of Indian Trade Unions has said that arrangements for off-line registration are 

needed, given that all workers may not be able to access the online portal. 

 The Working People’s Charter said that imposing the condition of Aadhaar would exclude 

workers without Aadhaar cards from the process. 

 Other organisations have stated how many workers have to change mobile numbers 

frequently, and so they may not always be able to access the Aadhaar-linked mobile. 

 The lack of clarity about the entitlements to be received through the portal has also been 

criticised. 

 Even those who may have a smartphone through which they can access the portal might not 

be digitally literate enough to adequately navigate and understand how the portal works. 

 In such a scenario, providing an online-only registration process would mean that many 

unorganised workers would not be able to register on the portal. 

Way Forward 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia


INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 

 
 

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia  Page 58 

 Allow multiple forms of ID: The mandatory usage of Aadhaar for registration is 

unconstitutional and exclusionary, and must be removed. Other government provided ID 

cards should be allowed for authenticating a worker’s identity. 

 Allow the latest numbers to be used: Workers should be allowed to use any number of their 

choice for registration. The portal must also allow the registered number to be modified by 

the workers. 

 Allow offline registration: The government must create a way to register in the database 

offline. To this extent, common service centres can be leveraged to hold ‘registration camps’ 

for those who wish to register offline. Workers who are registered on pre-existing databases 

must automatically have their data supported into the new database. 

 Increase ease of registration: Both central and state governments must organise local 

events and door-to-door campaigns to help workers register on the database. A helpline 

should be created to deal with complaints about the portal. 

Value-addition 

Registration in e-shram portal 

 The registration of workers on the portal will be coordinated by the Labour Ministry, state 

governments, trade unions and CSCs. 

 A worker can register on the portal using his/her Aadhaar card number and bank account 

details, apart from filling other necessary details like date of birth, home town, mobile 

number and social category. 

 The initial benefits of registration include insurance coverage of Rs. 1 lakh in case of partial 

disability and Rs. 2 lakh in case of permanent disability or death. 

 As of 30th August, more than 9.2 lakh workers have been registered on the portal. 

  

Why is India so prone to crimes against women? The government must rethink its 

policies and better coordinate its efforts to make safer spaces for women. Analyse. 

(250 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: Hindustan Times 
Why the question: 
In the past week, three heinous crimes against women were reported in different parts of the country 
– Mumbai, U.P and Chattisgarh. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the reasons for unabated crimes against women and steps that are needed to tackle 
this chronic problem. 
Directive word:  
Analyse – When asked to analyse, you must examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them in a summary. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by giving context and mention the NCRB data on increasing cases of rape in India 
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Body: 
In the first part, mention the reasons for this chronic issue. Legal loopholes, social conditioning, 
culture of violence, Caste dynamics etc. 
Write the steps that are the need of the hour. Effective implementation of Laws, investigating agency 
and prosecution more proficient, awareness, gender sensitisation etc. Debate about provision of 
death penalty for Rape. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with a way forward. 
Introduction 

The latest National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) paints a frightful picture of a steady rise in rape 

cases. India recorded 32,033 rape cases in 2019. This implies that at least 88 women were raped 

every day. In the past week, three heinous crimes against women were reported in different parts of 

the country. 

These horrific, unrelated crimes point to a common denominator: India remains unsafe for 

women. The Delhi gang rape of 2012, which led to stricter laws, is now a distant memory, as horrific 

cases of sexual violence continue to shock the country. 

Body 

Crimes against Women: Statistics 

In 2019, 400,000 cases of crimes against women were reported, up from about 378,000 in 2018. 

These account for only 10% of the crimes against women. The conviction rate for rape cases is a 

dismal 30%. 

Culture of crimes against women in India 

 Entrenched Patriarchy: India is a deeply patriarchal society. Popular culture equates 

masculinity with sexual aggression and encourages men and boys to bully and harass 

women, even rape them, to “tame” them and teach them a lesson. 

 Gender and caste violence: Raping Dalit women takes this misogyny further. A Dalit woman 

is raped not just to punish and humiliate the woman but also her family and community. It is 

aimed at underscoring the powerlessness of Dalit men and the larger Dalit community to 

protect “their” women. 

 Justice system: It is a social fact that the criminal legal system often merely re-arranges a 

system of illegalities. For example, rape survivors are routinely pressurized to “compromise” 

illegally and turn hostile in trials, failing which they may be threatened or even killed. 

 Humiliation to victim: Victims, instead of getting justice, had to face several unnecessary 

humiliating questions. 

 Crime in home: Most crimes still happen within the confines of homes & victims are raped 

by people they know well like relatives/friends/etc, most of these cases don’t even make it 

to the statistics. 

 No preventive measures: In case of any crime committed against women, the discussion 

always goes towards punishment for the crime only, but never towards the prevention of 

crime. 
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Rethinking policies to make safer spaces for women 

 Law enforcement must swiftly bring the perpetrators to book and state governments must 

ascertain areas of high crime rates and double safety protocols in those areas. 

 Men and young boys must be brought into the conversation to dismantle patriarchy and 

power structures that destroy the lives of women. 

 Plugging Gaps in Justice Delivery: The most severe gaps in the justice delivery system are 

reporting a police complaint. Therefore, the focus of the criminal justice system needs to 

shift from sentencing and punishment to the stages of reporting, investigation, and victim-

support mechanisms. In this context, the following measures must be ensured: 

  

o The victim reports a case without any fear. 

o Police to conduct a sound investigation. 

o Victim protection throughout the trial. 

o Making testification as easy and as quick as possible. 

o Allocation of resources and more robust implementation of the law than is currently 

evident. 

 Sensitisation At a Broader Level: Despite the ever-increasing ambit of the death sentence, 

there has been little effort to address prejudices in society. 

o Addressing the prejudices in the society against sexual offences requires 

sensitisation of functionaries of the justice system & more importantly society. 

 Victim protection: Adequate protection must be given to the victim until the case is closed 

to ensure they are not threatened. 

Conclusion 

Crimes against women are on the rise in recent times. Safety of women is of utmost important to 

ensure that the society will prosper. The extent of violence against women in India is shameful, and 

shows little sign of abating. While, as a community, it is possible to pass laws to criminalise the 

violence, law alone will not ask men to respect the opposite gender. What needs to be ingrained in 

the society is this “stronger people don’t put others down; they lift them up”. The year 

2012 brought a drastic change in the way the State and society began viewing the epidemic of 

sexual violence; nine years later, India still has a long way to go. 

Although E-Shram is a vital system to provide hitherto invisible workers much-needed 

visibility, it is fraught with impediments which can hinder the welfare measures. 

Analyse. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: The Hindu 
Why the question: 
The Union Ministry of Labour and Employment recently launched a national database to register 
unorganised workers, called the e-Shram portal. 
Key Demand of the question: 
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One must discuss about the challenges/issues being faced by e-Shram and the possible impacts. 
Directive word:  
Analyse – When asked to analyse, you must examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them in a summary. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by writing about the e-Shram portal and briefly mention the potential benefits for the 
unorganised workers by registering themselves on the portal – health, DBT, ration etc. 
Body: 
Discuss the various challenges or impediments being faced in the e-Shram portal. 
Talk about the data security issues, eligibility issues, how it is a long process, complex identity issues, 
dependence on state governments etc. 
Provide suitable measures. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with a way forward. 
Introduction 

The government aims to register 38 crore unorganised workers, such as construction labourers, 

migrant workforce, street vendors and domestic workers, among others. The workers will be issued 

an e-Shram card containing a 12 digit unique number, which, going ahead, will help in including 

them in social security schemes 

Body 

Advantages and benefits of E-shram 

 Welfare of workers: The number of unorganised workers is expected to have increased due 

to the pandemic-infused economic burdens. Hence portal will help workers get their due 

benefits. 

 Accidental Coverage: Each individual registering at the portal is eligible for an accidental 

cover of Rs 2 lakh for a year which is provided yearly under the Pradhan Mantri Suraksha 

Bima Yojana (PMSBY). 

 Integrated platform: The portal seeks to integrate all the social welfare schemes available 

for the benefit of unorganised workers. 

 Beneficial for Inter-state Migrants: The portal helps the inter-state migrant workers avail 

the benefit of the welfare schemes regardless of their location. 

 Social Security: The unorganised workers will be able to receive social security benefits such 

as insurance coverage, maternity benefits, pensions, educational benefits, provident fund 

benefits, housing schemes etc. 

Impediments in e-Shram that can hinder welfare schemes 

 Digital divide: The Centre of Indian Trade Unions has said that arrangements for off-line 

registration are needed, given that all workers may not be able to access the online portal. 

o Even those who may have a smartphone through which they can access the portal 

might not be digitally literate enough to adequately navigate and understand how 

the portal works. 
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o In such a scenario, providing an online-only registration process would mean that 

many unorganised workers would not be able to register on the portal. 

 Data protection: One of the vital concerns of e-portals is data security, including its potential 

abuse especially when it is a mega-sized database. 

o The central government would have to share data with State governments whose 

data security capacities vary. 

o There are also media reports pointing out the absence of a national architecture 

relating to data security. 

 Aadhar compulsion: The Working People’s Charter said that imposing the condition of 

Aadhaar would exclude workers without Aadhaar cards from the process. 

o Aadhaar-seeding is a controversial issue with political overtones, especially in the 

North-eastern regions. 

 Change in mobile: Many workers have to change mobile numbers frequently, and so they 

may not always be able to access the Aadhaar-linked mobile. 

 Registration exclusion: By excluding workers covered by EPF and ESI, lakhs of contract and 

fixed-term contract workers will be excluded from the universe of UW. 

o Under the Social Security Code (SSC), hazardous establishments employing even a 

single worker will have to be covered under the ESI, which means these workers also 

will be excluded. 

o The NDUW excludes millions of workers aged over 59 from its ambit, which 

constitutes age discrimination. 

o Given the frugal or no social security for them, their exclusion will hurt their welfare. 

 Exploitation of workers: There is also the concern of corruption as middle-service agencies 

such as Internet providers might charge exorbitant charges to register and print the E-

Shram cards. 

Way forward 

 Multistake holder collaboration: The success of the project depends on the involvement of 

a variety of stakeholders apart from trade unions, massive and innovative dissemination 

exercises involving multiple media outlets of various languages, the holding of camps on 

demand by the stakeholders and on their own by the Government, efficiency of the 

resolution of grievance redress mechanisms, micro-level operations, etc. 

 The involvement of surveillance agencies is crucial, to prevent worker exploitation. 

 Performance monitoring: More importantly, the Government must publish statistics at the 

national and the regional levels of the registrations to assess the registration system’s 

efficiency. 

Conclusion 

E-Shram is a vital system to provide hitherto invisible workers much-needed visibility. It will provide 

the Labour Market Citizenship Document to them. There must be triple linkage for efficient and 
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leakage-less delivery of all kinds of benefits and voices to workers/citizens, viz. One-Nation-One-

Ration Card (ONOR), E-Shram Card (especially bank account seeded) and the Election Commission 

Card. Last but not least, registrations cannot be a source of exclusion of a person from receiving 

social assistance and benefits. 

Value addition 

E-Shram portal: Features 

 On August 26, 2021, the Ministry of Labour and Employment (MOLE) launched the E-Shram, 

the web portal for creating a National Database of Unorganized Workers (NDUW), which 

will be seeded with Aadhaar. 

 It seeks to register an estimated 398-400 million unorganised workers and to issue an E-

Shram card. 

 Delivery of benefits: The portal will not only register them but would also be helpful 

in delivering of various social security schemes being implemented by the central and state 

governments. 

 Maintaining a database of workers in unorganized sector: In India, 38.2% of the population 

is employed, shows the recently-released Periodic Labour Force Survey Annual Report 2019-

’20. And, the unorganised sector represents 81% of the workforce, according to the 

ministry’s annual report. 

o A large number of unorganised workers are home-based and are engaged in 

occupations such as beedi rolling, agarbatti making, papad making, tailoring, 

embroidery work, workers who are working or engaged as street vendors, head 

loaders, brick kiln workers, cobblers, rag pickers, domestic workers, washermen, 

rickshaw pullers, landless labourers etc. 

 Portable: This system is also aimed at helping migrant workers by making the benefits they 

are entitled to more “portable”. 

o The access to schemes for interstate migrant workers ranges from 5% to 

27.5% which means the lowest level of access is 0.5% of migrant workers and highest 

is 27.5% 

o Portal will remove this discrepancy. 

Current scenario 

 The registration of workers on the portal will be coordinated by the Labour Ministry, state 

governments, trade unions and CSCs. 

 A worker can register on the portal using his/her Aadhaar card number and bank account 

details, apart from filling other necessary details like date of birth, home town, mobile 

number and social category. 

 The initial benefits of registration include insurance coverage of Rs. 1 lakh in case of partial 

disability and Rs. 2 lakh in case of permanent disability or death. 

 As of 7th September 2021, more than 20.2. lakh workers have been registered on the portal. 
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For achieving a welfare state, it is a constitutional obligation to uplift the weaker 

sections of the society. In the light of the statement, is caste census vital for taking 

necessary steps to achieve social equity? Critically analyse. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: The Hindu 
Why the question: 
The clamour for a fresh caste census is getting louder in the country. No political party in the country 
has publicly opposed the demand as yet, and most have supported the call. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the importance of caste census in initiating welfare measures of the weaker sections 
of the society. 
Directive word:  
Critically analyse – When asked to analyse, you must examine methodically the structure or nature 
of the topic by separating it into component parts and present them in a summary. When ‘critically’ 
is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the topic and give a 
balanced judgment on the topic. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by giving various constitutional obligations for achieving welfare state in India. 
Body: 
In the first part, mention the measures that have been take to uplift the weaker sections in India. 
Next, mention about caste census in India – mention the data that is collected by it, the need of the 
data, its uses in policy making etc. 
Next, write about the downside of caste census – caste-based politics, enhanced demand for 
affirmative action, widen social rifts etc. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with a way forward. 
Introduction 

Article 38 of the Constitution says “The state shall strive to promote the welfare of the people by 

securing and protecting as effectively as it may, a social order in which justice – social economic and 

political – shall pervade all institutions of national life.” This provision provides a broad framework 

for the establishment of the welfare state. 

Body 

Measures taken to uplift the weaker sections of the society 

 Strong laws against discrimination: Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of 

Atrocities) Act, 1989 was established to protect the marginalized communities against 

discrimination and atrocities. 

 Representation in government: Article 330 and Article 332 of the Constitution respectively 

provide for reservation of seats in favour of the Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes 

in the House of the People and in the legislative assemblies of the States. 

 Commission for backward classes: To ensure the well-being and welfare of the weaker 

sections, there are three commissions which are formed by the Constitution I.e. National 

Commission for Scheduled Caste, Scheduled Tribes as well as Other backward classes. 
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 Ayushman Bharat Yojana is a health protection scheme which provides health insurance to 

the citizens of India, especially the weaker sections of the society. 

 Housing for all: This scheme aims to provide a pucca house which has all the necessary 

amenities to the houseless and to the households living in kutcha and dilapidated houses. 

The beneficiaries under this scheme are all the houseless and households living in zero, one 

or two-room houses with kutcha hall and kutcha roof as per SECC (Socio-Economic and Caste 

Census) data. 

 Food security: The Public Distribution System (PDS) evolved as a system of management of 

scarcity through distribution of food grains at affordable prices. Over the years, PDS has 

become an important part of Government’s policy for management of food economy in the 

country. 

About caste census 

 Every Census in independent India from 1951 to 2011 has published data on Scheduled 

Castes and Scheduled Tribes, but not on other castes. 

 Before that, every Census until 1931 had data on caste. 

 The Census provides a portrait of the Indian population, while the SECC is a tool to 

identify beneficiaries of state support. 

 Since the Census falls under the Census Act of 1948, all data are considered 

confidential, whereas all the personal information given in the SECC is open for use by 

Government departments to grant and/or restrict benefits to households. 

Need for caste census 

 Evidence based policymaking: A caste census would actually bring to the particular the 

number of people who are at the margins, or who are deprived, or the kind of occupations 

they pursue, or the kind of hold that institutions like caste have on them. 

 Better targeting of welfare schemes: The courts in India have often emphatically said that it 

is important to have adequate data regarding the reservation. So, the caste census is 

nothing but the collection of data that is necessary for any democratic policymaking. 

 Real picture of Indian society: This census will reveal information regarding caste-based 

marginalisation, deprivation, the kind of jobs pursued by a caste, etc. 

o Caste census will give authentic information regarding the socio-economic condition 

and education status of various castes. 

 Misconceptions on caste strength in states: Resolving ambiguities of caste. In 

Karnataka, there were claims that among the castes, the Lingayats are the most numerous. 

So the census can reveal the true information on that. 

Issues related to caste census 

 Caste divisions and fault lines: As India seek to eliminate and weaken the notion of caste, a 

caste census would only strengthen it. 
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 Data credibility: Data gathering itself is a big problem because it can become very invasive. 

Moreover, there is a fear of data manipulation by the political class to their advantage. 

 Reservations demands: There is a possibility that caste-based reservations will lead to 

heartburn among some sections and spawn demands for larger or separate quotas. For 

instance, Patels, Gujjars, Jats and other castes are demanding reservations. The caste census 

might induce more such demands in future. 

o There will be a demand for breach of 50% cap and political class can exploit this as 

an election strategy. 

 Social friction: Caste identification can lead to friction amongst various classes. 

 Counting ascribed identities like caste and religion is perhaps less progressive than 

counting achieved identities or capability attributes like education and profession and other 

tangible endowments like the ownership of land, house and other consumer durables. 

Conclusion 

Going beyond caste association and examining the failure in entitlements, welfare schemes and 

circumstantial differences will perhaps be more effective in thinking of interventions and in 

addressing concerns. Further, associating any adversity with caste may at best help focus the 

intervention but the effort should be on addressing the adversity irrespective of the identity. 

  

 

 

 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia


INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 

 
 

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia  Page 67 

 

 

 

 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia


INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 

 
 

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia  Page 68 

Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services 

relating to Health, Education, Human Resources. 

The provision of safe water and sanitation coupled with improvements in hygiene 

initiatives (WASH) can contribute significantly to ameliorating nutritional challenges 

and to improve health outcomes. Explain. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: Indian Express 
Why the question: 
According to the World Health Organisation, 50 per cent of all mal- and under-nutrition can be traced 
to diarrhoea and intestinal worm infections, which are a direct result of poor water, sanitation and 
hygiene. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To develop a link between WASH and improved nutrition. 
Directive word:  
Explain – Clarify the topic by giving a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the 
context. You must be defining key terms wherever appropriate and substantiate with relevant 
associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Start by giving context between malnutrition and hygiene. 
Body: 
Give brief about the malnutrition status in India, its causes and its impact. 
Bring the link between malnutrition and sanitation. Highlight how apart from the food intake, factors 
such as contaminated drinking water, poor sanitation, and unhygienic living conditions play a part in 
the development of the child. Cite data from WHO and NFHS-5 to substantiate your points 
Mention few initiatives taken up by the government in this direction to address this chronic issue. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with a way forward. 
Introduction 

Of all the problems confronting the youth, nutritional insecurity is the worst, holding the power to 

cripple the future of an entire generation. A recent UNICEF report stated that nearly 12 lakh 

children could die in low-income countries in the next six months due to a decrease in routine 

health services and an increase in wasting. Nearly three lakh such children would be from India — 

nearly as much as the countrywide death toll from Covid-19. If this challenge has to be mitigated, 

India must use the pandemic as an opportunity to come up with long-term multi-stakeholder 

solutions to the problem of nutrition in the country. 

Body 

Background: Statistics on Nutrition indicators in India 

 According to the latest data,9 per cent of children under five are stunted, and 20.8 per cent 

are wasted — a form of malnutrition in which children are too thin for their height. 

 This is much higher than in other developing countries where, on average, 25 per cent of 

children suffer from stunting and 9 per cent are wasted. 

 Inadequate dietary intake is the most direct cause of undernutrition. This, however, is the 

most obvious cause of the problem. 
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 Several other factors also affect nutritional outcomes, such as contaminated drinking water, 

poor sanitation, and unhygienic living conditions. 

Sanitation and nutritional challenges linkage 

 According to the World Health Organisation, 50 per cent of all mal- and under-nutrition can 

be traced to diarrhoea and intestinal worm infections, which are a direct result of poor 

water, sanitation and hygiene. 

 Nutrition and water, sanitation, and hygiene (WASH) are intricately linked, and changes in 

one tend, directly or indirectly, to affect the other. 

 The global nutrition community has long emphasised this interdependence, suggesting that 

greater attention to, and investments in, WASH are a sure-shot way of bolstering the 

country’s nutritional status. 

 In India’s case, in particular, with its population of more than a billion people, both WASH 

and nutrition must be addressed together through a lens of holistic, sustainable community 

engagement to enable long-term impact. 

 Safe drinking water, proper sanitation and hygiene can significantly reduce diarrhoeal and 

nutritional deaths. On the one hand, poor WASH facilities exacerbate the effects of 

malnutrition. 

 But, on the other hand, pre-existing micronutrient deficiencies exacerbate children’s 

vulnerability to WASH-related infections and diseases. 

 WHO has estimated that access to proper water, hygiene and sanitation can prevent the 

deaths of at least 8,60,000 children a year caused by undernutrition. 

 It’s evident that there is a direct, and irrefutable, correlation between sanitation and 

nutrition, and the sooner we acknowledge it, the faster we can work towards fixing it. 

Addressing water and sanitation issues 

 Target multiple contributing factors, like WASH – The underlying drivers for India’s ‘hidden 

hunger’ challenges are complex and go beyond direct nutritional inputs. 

o The push for toilet construction must be combined with a strategy for behavioral 

change. 

 A simultaneous approach to nutrition and WASH will not only aid India’s fight against 

malnutrition, bolster Covid resilience amongst the most vulnerable sections of society but 

also safeguard against monsoon-related health challenges. 

 This will require a coordinated, multisectoral approach among the health, water, 

sanitation, and hygiene bodies, not to mention strong community engagement. 

 Jal Jeevan mission will focus on integrated demand and supply-side management of water 

at the local level, including creation of local infrastructure for source sustainability like 

rainwater harvesting, groundwater recharge and management of household wastewater for 

reuse would be undertaken in convergence with other government programmes/schemes. 
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 Artificial Recharge Techniques such as Rainwater Harvesting Systems in houses and 

localities should be mandatory. This will increase the Groundwater level in Indian villages. 

Government has to encourage local participation in water conservation by steps such as an 

awareness campaign. 

 The Union Government on its part has created a Jal Shakti Ministry as a separate full-

fledged ministry to address the water emergency in the country. 

 Swachh Bharat Mission has been a tremendous success with nearly 500 million people 

having stopped open defecation since 2014. 

Conclusion 

An integrated approach to nutrition and WASH at the individual, household, and community 

levels along with Covid management will serve to tackle the problem of mal- and under-nutrition 

from the ground up, building awareness and accelerating implementation of clean and safe living 

strategies. 

There is no doubt improvement in population control measures and reproductive 

health of women across the country but efforts are still needed to identify and 

address the multidimensional aspects of women’s health outcomes. Discuss. (250 

words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: Live Mint 
Why the question: 
The devastating impact of the covid pandemic on family planning and sexual and reproductive 
health, has worsened access to healthcare, putting millions of women at high risk of unintended 
pregnancies, unsafe abortions, illnesses and even death. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the progress made with respect to fertility and women’s health, identify the 
shortcomings and suggest measures for them. 
Directive word:  
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you must debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You must give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin the citing the data from the latest NFHS-5 which encapsulates the progress made with respect 
to above mentioned aspects. 
Body: 
In the first part of the body, mention the issues that still needs to be addressed –  malnutrition, 
anaemia, antenatal care, decision making, control over personal hygiene choices and immunisation 
and social determinants of health etc. Add, how the pandemic has worsened the above. 
Next, mention the steps that are needed to overcome these obstacles. 
Conclusion: 
Highlight that taking steps to address the above will not only improve our socio-economic indicators 
but will also take us a step closer to SDG-5. 
Introduction 
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The current population growth rate is 1 per cent, which means India will add over 13 million people 

this year. In contrast, the death rate is 7.21 per thousand. The Indian birth rate is much higher than 

the death rate, although the fertility rate has been falling. 

Body 

Overview on population and reproductive health of women 

 Phase-1 data from the fifth National Family Health Survey (NFHS-5) shows an impressive 

decline in the fertility rate in almost all states. 

 Despite this, overall population growth still appears high because of a demographic 

transition: India has a high proportion—about 30%—of young people and adolescents who 

are either of reproductive age or will soon be. 

o This explains why a population continues to grow even if its fertility rate declines. 

 India will reach a peak population of 6 billion by 2048 and it will then decline steeply to 1.12 

billion by 2065. 

Issues related to reproductive health of women 

 According to data, while women may want fewer than two children, many cannot access the 

family planning methods that allow them to limit pregnancies. 

 NFHS-4 showed that in 2015-16, nearly 13% women in the reproductive age group (15-49 

years) had an unmet need for family planning, including 6% of women who had 

an unmet need for spacing methods. 

 Further, contraceptive use is the lowest among women from Schedule Tribes, at 48%, 

followed by Other Backward Classes, at 54%, and Schedule Castes, at 55%. 

 The situation has probably worsened due to covid-related restrictions. These trends 

indicate that inequities in access to family planning have translated into poor health and 

development outcomes. 

Addressing multidimensional aspects of women’s health 

 Access to resources: Key steps to ensure that more women in India have access to family 

planning services include highlighting the gains they contribute to, empowering frontline 

workers to increase women’s access to contraceptives, especially spacing methods, and 

introducing a wider range of contraceptive methods for women to choose from, based on 

their personal choice. 

 Engaging religious leaders in family planning and reproductive healthcare advocacy is an 

important way to encourage public acceptance. 

o This practice has been implemented across many programmes in other countries, 

with great success. 

 Gender-sensitive behaviour: Behaviour-change communication and development 

interventions should be geared towards education, with a focus on gender equity. 

 Gender-inclusion: Inclusivity and equity are key when it comes to the distribution and 

delivery of services, information and commodities across communities and geographies. 
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 There is no doubt that better educational levels and increasing the marriage age will reduce 

the number of children in a family. The southern states have proven that. 

 Provide a proper system for safe abortion to terminate unwanted pregnancy. 

 Conclusion 

Governments at the national and state levels must ensure that appropriate measures are put in 

place so that people’s well-being remains at the heart of all policies, including family planning and 

reproductive health. This is critical to achieve our sustainable development goals, leaving no one 

behind. 

Role of civil services in a democracy. 

What are the drawbacks of reserving cadre posts for certain particular civil services? 

Examine its impact on administration of India. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: Indian Express 
Why the question: 
A recent report about the Haryana government’s order appointing an IPS officer as principal 
secretary (transport) — a cadre post of the IAS — was being resisted by the Home Department of the 
state government. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the drawbacks of cadre system of civil services and its impact. 
Directive word:  
Examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we must investigate the topic (content words) in detail, inspect 
it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so 
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by writing in brief about cadre system and its need in civil services. 
Body: 
In the first part, mention about the drawbacks of cadre reservation for Glass ceiling, less choice, 
anomalies, talent wastage etc. 
Next, write about its impact on the administration – create entry barriers, thwart competition and 
impact our administrative efficiency. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with a way forward. 
Introduction 

India has a system where certain posts, both at the Centre and in states, are reserved for certain 

services by declaring them as cadre posts. This has resulted in exclusionary behaviour by all services 

to keep members of other services away. The recent case in the Supreme Court between CAPF 

officers and IPS officers is but one such example. 

Body 

Drawbacks of reserving cadre posts for certain services 

 First, it acts as a glass ceiling for all the members of a service, whatever the skill set 

possessed by an individual member and hence, acts as a de-motivator. 
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 Second, since officers from a particular service have to be posted to a particular post, 

less than optimal choices often have to be made with the full knowledge that a net cast 

wider may be better from a national perspective. 

 Third, it creates strange anomalies where batchmates from the same examination are 

promoted slower or faster just because they belong to different services, not because they 

are less or more competent. 

 Fourth and most importantly, it prevents the government from optimally utilising the talent 

it possesses, especially when the government feels that there is a talent gap that it seeks to 

fill by hiring from the private sector. 

 Finally, it makes all the services top-heavy because, in the absence of lateral movement, all 

members remain within the core functional area and hence need to be promoted 

periodically, mostly simultaneously. 

 Every service has a core role for which it has been trained. For example, a customs officer 

is trained differently than a police or income tax officer. However, some people outgrow 

their core functional areas and pick up new skills along the way. 

 However, the system of cadre posts ensures that they cannot fully express the skills that 

they may have developed. And the nation does not benefit from the skills possessed by 

these officers, which are acquired at the tax payer’s cost. 

Way forward 

 By declaring all senior positions as cadre posts, we seem to have killed the fluidity and 

nimbleness needed to face the challenges of a fast-changing world. 

 It also gives the different services a handle to keep others away from their turf through legal 

challenges. 

 We need to examine whether the concept of cadre posts has benefitted the nation or has 

been counter-productive. 

 On the face of it, it does not seem to be a good human resource management practice as it 

reduces the universe of available choices. 

 It may not be advisable to completely do away with the concept as we need specialised and 

trained departmental officers to man the bottom and middle of the administrative pyramid. 

 Beyond that level, we may like to either make posts cadre-neutral or at the least make 

multiple services with relevant experience eligible for the post — a way of widening the 

talent pool available for the cadre post. 

 Objective criteria rooted in domain knowledge can go a long way in making the selection 

process more meaningful in either of the two models. 

 The concept of cadre posts is just one example of archaic ideas that create entry barriers, 

thwart competition and impact our administrative efficiency. 

 Many of them have outlived their utility but continue because they help the services protect 

their turf. 
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Conclusion 

It is high time we identify similar limiting concepts in our administrative dogma and seriously review 

them in the light of enlightened HRM practices. We need to bring the concept of “ease of doing 

business” into our administrative thought and practices. Only then we can optimally harness the 

talent pool that we abundantly possess, both inside and outside the government. 

 Issues relating to poverty and hunger. 

What is Biofortification? Examine the potential of Biofortification with respect to 

India’s push towards achieving targets of Sustainable Development Goal-2 (SDG-2). 

(250 words) 
Difficulty level: Tricky 
Reference: Indian Express 
Why the question: 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi addressed the nation as he emphasised the need to ensure “poshan” 
(nutrition) to the country’s women and children. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To explain Biofortification and examine its potential in the fights against hunger and malnutrition. 
Directive word:  
Examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we must investigate the topic (content words) in detail, inspect 
it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so 
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Start by defining Biofortification and the process. 
Body: 
First, write about the SDG-2 and the steps taken by India so far in order to meet its targets. 
Next, in detail, write about the potential of Biofortification with respect to addressing the issues of 
hunger and malnutrition in India. Elaborate especially with respect the aspect of hidden hunger. 
Write about India’s capabilities with regard to Biofortification and numerous other benefits it offers. 
Conclusion: 
Suggest a way forward to build towards Biofortification in India. 
Introduction 

WHO defines Biofortification as the process by which the nutritional quality of food crops is 

improved through agronomic practices, conventional plant breeding, or modern biotechnology. 

Biofortification differs from conventional fortification in that biofortification aims to increase 

nutrient levels in crops during plant growth rather than through manual means during processing of 

the crops. Biofortification may therefore present a way to reach populations where supplementation 

and conventional fortification activities may be difficult to implement and/or limited. 

Body 

Need for Biofortification in India: 

 India faces a development paradox—of being one of the fastest-growing global economies 

in the world and contrast—of having an estimated 189.2 million people i.e., 14% of the 

population as undernourished. 
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 Further, the percentage of children under the age of five who are stunted, wasted and are 

underweight are 38.4, 21.0 and 42.5 respectively. 

 Also, 53.1% of women of reproductive age between 15 to 49 years are anemic. 

 These metrics highlight the prevalence of chronic malnourishment of women, girls and 

children in India. 

Potential of Biofortification with respect to India: 

 Biofortification, an agriculture-based approach to the development and dissemination of 

micronutrient-rich crops, offers a viable option to mitigate malnutrition and hidden 

hunger. 

 The solution majorly targets poor and rural people who grow and consume staple 

crops significantly and supply their surplus produce majorly within their community. 

 The method enriches staple crops with required micronutrients that reduces people’s 

nutritional vulnerability because, during economic shocks, the poor tend to reduce their 

consumption of higher-value food commodities that are naturally rich in micronutrients. 

 With a one-time research and development investment, biofortified seeds can spread 

through the existing seed distribution systems in the country. 

 Farmers, even with limited resources and market access, can grow biofortified crops since 

they do not need repeated purchases of seeds year after year—they can use a part of their 

produce as the seeds for the next year. 

 Moreover, an increase in the adoption of seeds through efficient seed distribution channels 

will ensure it is economically remunerative for the growers. 

 For consumers, awareness has to be created about subsequent health benefits while 

ensuring easy access and affordability of the produce. 

 Currently, there is sufficient evidence available to say that biofortification can improve 

nutritional outcomes 

o g., improvement in hemoglobin and total body iron in Rwanda women after 

consumption of biofortified iron bean, enhancement in serum ferritin and total body 

iron observed in iron-deficient adolescent boys and girls in Maharashtra, India after 

consuming biofortified pearl millet flatbread twice daily for four months etc. 

 Biological fortification of food has proven to be simple, cost-effective and sustainable. 

 Thus, bio-fortified crops can be directly fed into India’s ambitious POSHAN 

Abhiyaan targeting over 10 crore people with the aim to reduce stunting, undernutrition, 

anemia, and low birth weight. 

Way forward: 

 Focus on mother’s education 

o There is a direct correlation between mother’s education and the wellbeing of 

children. 
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o Targeted programmesfor improving the educational status of girls and reducing the 

school dropout rates need to be promoted. 

o The Global Nutrition Report (2014)estimates that every dollar invested in a proven 

nutrition programme offers benefits worth 16 dollars. 

 Scale-up innovation in biofortified food by supporting policies 

o Innovations in biofortified food can alleviate malnutrition only when they are scaled 

up with supporting policies. 

o This would require increasing expenditure on agri-R&D and incentivising farmers by 

linking their produce to lucrative marketsthrough sustainable value chains and 

distribution channels. 

o The government can also rope in the private sector to create a market segment for 

premium-quality biofortified foods. 

o For instance, trusts run by the TATA group are supporting different states to 

initiatefortification of milk with Vitamin A and D.  

 National awareness drive 

o A national awareness drive on the lines of the “Salt Iodisation Programme” launched 

by the government in 1962 can play an important role at the individual and 

community levels to achieve the desired goals of poshan for all.  

o Branding, awareness campaigns, social and behavioural change initiatives, can 

promote consumption of locally-available, nutrient-dense affordable foods among 

the poor and children. 

Conclusion 

The emphasis on bio-fortification is a step forward for India’s transition from food availability and 

access to nutrition security and eradicating hidden hunger. Leveraging science to attack the complex 

challenge of malnutrition, particularly for low-income and vulnerable sections of society, can be a 

good intervention. 

Value Addition: 

Examples of biofortification projects include: 

 iron-biofortification of rice, beans, sweet potato, cassava and legumes; 

 zinc-biofortification of wheat, rice, beans, sweet potato and maize; 

 provitamin A carotenoid-biofortification of sweet potato, maize and cassava; and 

 amino acid and protein-biofortification of sorghum and cassava. 

Case study: Madhuban Gajar 

 Madhuban Gajar, a biofortified carrot variety with high β-carotene and iron content 

developed by Shri Vallabhhai Marvaniya, a farmer scientist from Junagadh district, Gujarat is 

benefitting more than 150 local farmers in the area. 
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 It is being planted in an area of over 200 hectares in Junagadh, and the average yield, which 

is 40-50 t/ha, has become the main source of income to the local farmers. 

 The variety is being cultivated in more than 1000 hectares of land in Gujarat, Maharashtra, 

Rajasthan, West Bengal, Uttar Pradesh during the last three years. 

 The Madhuvan Gajar is a highly nutritious carrot variety developed through the selection 

method with higher βcarotene content (277.75 mg/kg) and iron content (276.7 mg/kg) dry 

basis and is used for various value-added products like carrot chips, juices, and pickles. 

 Among all the varieties tested, beta-carotene and iron content were found to be superior. 

Biofortification initiatives in India: 

 The Indian Council for Agricultural Research (ICAR) has developed 21 varieties 

of biofortified staplesincluding wheat, rice, maize, millets, mustard, groundnut by 2019-20 

which are not genetically modified. 

 These biofortified crops have 5 to 3 times higher levels of protein, vitamins, minerals and 

amino acids compared to the traditional varieties. 

 A research team at the National Agri-Food Biotechnology Institute in Mohali has also 

developed biofortified coloured wheat (black, blue, purple) that is rich in zinc and 

anthocyanins. 

 The HarvestPlus programme of the Consultative Group for International Agricultural 

Research (CGIAR) have been working closely with ICAR, to improve the access of the poor in 

India to iron-rich pearl millet and zinc-rich wheat. 

What is food poverty? Critically examine the measures taken by the government to 

address food poverty in India. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: Down to Earth 
Why the question: 
Nearly 6% of individuals in India aged 45 and above studied consumed smaller portions or skipped 
meals; 5.3% did not eat even when they were hungry. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about food poverty and examine the measures taken to address it. 
Directive word:  
Critically examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we have to look into the topic (content words) in 
detail, inspect it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. 
While doing so we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
When ‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the 
topic and give a fair judgment. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Define food poverty. 
Body: 
First discuss on the situation of food poverty in India and then move on to elaborate on the various 
schemes and initiatives brought in by the government to address this issue such as Mid-day Meal 
Programme, ICDS, Kishori Shakti Yojana, Nutrition programme for Adolescent Girls and Pradhan 
Mantri Gramodaya Yojana, National food security Act etc. 
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Analyse these initiatives against the current rates of Hunger, nutrition-linked poverty in India. Cite 
data from NFHS-5 to substantiate your points. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by mentioning a way forward on the approach to address the issue and its implication of 
achieving SDG-2. 
Introduction 

Food poverty is commonly defined as ‘the inability to acquire or consume an adequate or sufficient 

quantity of food in socially acceptable ways, or the uncertainty that one will be able to do so’. It can 

have a detrimental impact on physical and psychological wellbeing so it’s important for a person to 

have access to and the choice of an affordable, acceptable and healthy diet throughout their life. 

Body 

Situation of food poverty in India: 

 Nearly 6 per cent of older individuals in India aged 45 years and above studied consumed 

smaller portions or skipped meals; 3 per cent did not eat even when they were hungry; 

and 3.8 per cent went a full day without eating because the food was unavailable, 

according to a study by Longitudinal Ageing Study in India (LASI). 

 The National Family Health Survey (NFHS 5) indicates that since the onset of the 

pandemic, acute undernourishment in children below the age of five has worsened, 

with one in every three children below the age of five suffering from chronic 

malnourishment. 

 According to data collected by the Global Nutrition Report, 9 per cent of children under five 

are stunted, and 20.8 per cent are wasted, a form of malnutrition where children are too 

thin for their height. 

 This is much higher than in other developing countries, where on an average 25 per cent of 

children suffer stunting and 8.9 per cent are wasted. 

 In women between the ages of 15 to 49 years, anaemia continues to affect nearly 52 per 

cent of the target group. 

 

Measures taken by the government to address food poverty in India: 
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 National food security Act 

 Targeted Public Distribution System (TDPS) 

 Antyodaya Anna Yojana (AAY) 

 Mid-day Meal Scheme. 

 Integrated Child Development Services 

 Kishori Shakti Yojana, 

 Nutrition programme for Adolescent Girls 

Evaluation of the measures: 

 The National Food Security Act has to tackle many ground level problems to ensure food 

security. There are critical gaps in terms of inclusion and exclusion errors. Women and 

girls are particularly disadvantaged. 

 The provision under the NFSA to diversify commodities distributed under TPDS has not 

been met due to procurement-related issues. 

 The PDS ensures that Indians have enough calories to survive, but it does not ensure the 

dietary diversity that is necessary for the maintenance of a healthy life. 

 Corruption has encroached every scheme. Sufficient food grain is not reaching the final 

consumer. Many a times, beneficiaries got lesser food grain as was estimated in the 

provision. Many a times, quality of food grain was not as good as the requirement. The 

godown authorities sold the food grains in black market. 

 Various scams are also found in the Midday Meal Scheme as about 22 children died 

after  they  took  the  poisoned  midday  meal in one such 

incident.  Many  schools  show  bogus  register  of students’ enrolment to save food material 

for selling it in the black market. 

  

 Despite the achievement of national food self-sufficiency, new challenges have emerged: 

Slowing agriculture growth, climate change, land degradation and shrinking bio-diversity. 

Way forward 

 Food assistance programmes should be provided to the elderly as a food safety net to 

combat the adverse nutritional and health status and provide healthcare cost saving for the 

nation. 

 Food-insecure people should be given special attention because their nutritional and health 

state is worse than that of the average elderly. 

 The ‘one nation one ration card’ scheme should be operationalised through the proper 

issuance of ration cards to individuals seeking foodgrain so that the PDS can be accessed at 

any geographical location in the country. 
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 The solution to India’s food security problem requires a system-based approach 

based on greater convergence between stakeholders, decentralisation in its true spirit, 

and better data systems to drive quicker learning and course-corrections. 

 

POSHAN Abhiyaan 2.0 has created an enabling atmosphere to tackle hunger and 

malnutrition. However, its needs to account for the new realities in the covid times to 

make India malnutrition free. Examine. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Easy 
Reference: Indian Express 
Why the question: 
Covid-19 has disrupted almost everything. As always, in any emergency, the hardest hit are the poor. 
In poor households, women and children are the worst affected. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the achievements of POSHAN Abhiyaan 2.0 in tackling malnutrition and further steps 
that are required in the light of the disruptions created by the pandemic. 
Directive word:  
Examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we must investigate the topic (content words) in detail, inspect 
it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so 
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by writing about POSHAN Abhiyaan 2.0, its aims and objectives. 
Body: 
First, write about the successes of Begin by writing about POSHAN Abhiyaan 1.0 and 2.0 in tackling 
the issue of hunger and malnutrition. 
Next, right about the disruptions created by the pandemic in this regard – disruption in food systems, 
dried-up income sources, job losses and consequent financial hardships etc. Bring outs it impact. 
Next, suggest steps to further streamline POSHAN Abhiyaan 2.0 to overcome the above. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by stressing on the fact that by making POSHAN Abhiyaan 2.0 a resounding success, India 
takes a step towards achieving SDG-2. 
Introduction 

Poshan Abhiyan, which vowed to make India free of malnutrition by 2022, repositioned nutrition as 

central to development and emphasised its multi-factorial and multi-sectoral nature. It was launched 

to strengthen nutritional content, delivery, outreach and outcome, with renewed focus on 

developing practices that nurture health, wellness and immunity to disease and malnutrition in the 

country. 

Recently, the Ministry for Women and Child Development inaugurated Poshan 2.0 and urged all 

Aspirational Districts to establish a Poshan Vatika (nutrition garden) during the Nutrition Month 

(Poshan Mah) from 1st September. 

Body 

Poshan 2.0: Overview 

 Under Poshan 2.0, several related schemes have been merged to tap the synergies. 
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 Malnutrition hotspots are being identified and 112 aspiring districts will receive extra 

attention. 

 Poshan Maah:  It includes a month-long activity focussed on antenatal care, optimal 

breastfeeding, Anaemia, growth monitoring, girls education, diet, right age of marriage, 

hygiene and sanitation and eating healthy (Food Fortification). 

o The activities focus on Social and Behavioural Change Communication (SBCC) and 

are based on Jan Andolan Guidelines. 

o Under the current Poshan Maah, the drive to identify children suffering from severe 

acute malnutrition has been intensified and Anganwadi workers have been asked to 

refer those having medical complications to health institutions and NRCs. 

 Poshan Vatika: Its main objective is to ensure supply of nutrition 

through organically home-grown vegetables and fruits simultaneously ensuring that the soil 

must also remain healthy. 

o Plantation drives for Poshan Vatikas would be taken up by all the stakeholders in the 

space available at anganwadis, school premises and gram panchayats. 

Covid and impact on nutrition in India 

 The momentum set by this entire nutrition movement was disturbed once Covid 

lockdowns led to the shutting of schools, Anganwadi centres, Nutritional Rehabilitation 

Centres; 

 Further, frontline workers had to be engaged in Covid-related work that took precedence 

over their daily duties, which entailed identifying, referring and monitoring children suffering 

from severe acute malnutrition and moderate acute malnutrition among other nutrition-

strengthening activities. 

 States tried to cope to the best of their abilities by replacing hot-cooked meals with dry 

ration or cash transfers. 

 But understandably, they couldn’t match the intensity of Poshan Abhiyan with Covid 

surveillance taking over as priority. 

 Moreover, indirect forces triggered by the pandemic such as disruption in food systems, 

dried-up income sources, job losses and consequent financial hardships also mean that 

access to nutrient-rich food might have reduced among economically vulnerable people. 

Streamlining Poshan 2.0 to overcome covid related nutritional challenges 

 Community management protocols: For those facing severe acute malnutrition without 

medical complications, community management protocols should be strengthened, so that 

they do not go on to develop medical complications in times of the pandemic. 

 Adaptation: Fresh waves of Covid cannot be ruled out in the near future, and we must adapt 

our nutrition interventions to the possibility of such repeated shocks. 

 Document Learning: Rising above political differences, it is important to document and learn 

from states like Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh and Rajasthan, which have scaled 
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up Community-based Management of Malnutrition practices in recent times, so that best 

practices can be adopted and incorporated. 

 Revamp health awareness and monitoring: Other activities, such as making new mothers 

breastfeed for longer, managing childhood diarrhoea, distributing deworming 

tablets and iron and folic acid diligently while convincing target groups to take these 

diligently will go a long way in improving the nutrition status of children and new mothers. 

 Food fortification to ensure essential micro nutrients reach the body. 

Conclusion 

Covid-related shocks could lead to an additional 9 million children under the age of five suffering 

from wasting, of which two-thirds will be in South Asia, predicted research in Nature in August. So it 

is important to not only renew but multiply our efforts towards Poshan 2.0 with full vigour while 

practising physical distancing, mask wearing and hand hygiene. 

Value Addition 

POSHAN Abhiyaan 

 Also called National Nutrition Mission, was launched by the government on the occasion of 

the International Women’s Day on 8th March, 2018. 

 The Abhiyaan targets to reduce Stunting, undernutrition, Anaemia (among young children, 

women and adolescent girls) and reduce low birth weight by 2%, 2%, 3% and 2% per annum 

respectively. 

 It also targets to bring down stunting among children in the age group 0-6 years from 38.4% 

to 25% by 2022. 

Malnutrition in India 

 India, currently has the largest number of undernourished people in the world i.e. around 

195 million. 

 Nearly 47 million or 4 out of 10 children in India do not meet their full human potential 

because of chronic undernutrition or stunting. 

 37.9% of children under 5 years are stunted and 20.8% are wasted, compared to the Asia 

average of 22.7% and 9.4% respectively. 

 Rate of overweight and obesity continues to rise, affecting almost a fifth of the adults, at 

21.6% of women and 17.8% of men. 

 Inequities in food and health systems increase inequalities in nutrition outcomes that in turn 

can lead to more inequity, perpetuating a vicious cycle. 
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Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability, e-

governance- applications, models, successes, limitations, and potential; citizens 

charters, transparency & accountability and institutional and other measures. 

The local bodies in India must aspire to move towards smart and inclusive governance 

while promoting transparency and efficiency. Discuss the steps that needed to be 

taken in this regard. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Tough 
Reference: The Hindu 
Why the question: 
Citizens believe that although the public service delivery and governance has improved, there is more 
room for progress. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about steps that are needed to improve the performances of local bodies. 
Directive word:  
Structure of the answer: 
Begin by giving context of rapid urbanisation and greater demand of good governance from the 
villages and a need to rethink of governance of the local bodies. 
Body: 
Mention about various fields in which Government services need a fresh look such as the critical role 
of IT infrastructure, need for a climate resilient planning of policies, citizen centric governance, smart 
budgeting, linkage across various departments in order to promote transparency and efficiency. 
Cite examples and mention how the above can be included in the local administration. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by saying that modern day issues need modern solutions that are both sustainable and 
scalable. 
Introduction 

The 73rd and 74th Amendments to the Constitution constituted a new chapter in the process of 

democratic decentralisation in the country. It has been 25 years since the establishment of these 

lakhs of self-governing village panchayats and gram sabhas to manage local development. 

The amendment paved way for mandatory creation of rural and urban local bodies 

(ULBs): Article 243 B envisages a three-tier system of Panchayats in all the States/UTs, except those 

with populations not exceeding 20 lakhs which can have 2-tier. Similarly, 243Q provides for the 

creation of municipalities in urban areas. However, the working of these institutions has not been as 

envisaged and there is a need for rethinking and reviving them to ensure good governance. 

Body 

Local bodies reinvigoration towards smart and inclusive governance 

 Urban Local bodies: 

o Metropolitan governance systems are needed in million-plus cities. There is a strong 

case for having a two-tier governance structure where all local functions are 

transferred to the ward committees and citywide services, such as transportation, 

water supply, sewerage, etc., are vested with the city council or regional authorities. 

o Each city needs to be recognized as a distinct unit of the economy. In larger 

cities, City Economic Councils can serve as a clearinghouse. 
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 Central Government has started the Rashtriya Gram Swaraj Abhiyaan. The campaign is 

undertaken under the name of “Sabka Sath, Sabka Gaon, Sabka Vikas”. 

o It aims to draw up Gram Panchayat Development Plans (GPDPs) in the country and 

place them on a website where anyone can see the status of the various 

government’s flagship schemes. 

o Gram Panchayats have been mandated for the preparation of GPDP for economic 

development and social justice utilizing the resources available to them. 

o Government of India formulated E-Panchayat Mission Mode Project for e-

enablement of all the Panchayats, to make their functioning more efficient and 

transparent. 

 Social Audit: The power of social audit was proven by Jan Sunwai in Rajasthan. Transparent, 

third-party Social Audit can enable people to hold the representatives accountable. 

 Citizen Participation 

o Ward committees and area sabhas should be activated with a technology- enabled 

‘Open Cities Framework’ and the use of digital tools for feedback and reporting. 

o In case of Gram Sabhas, their functions and roles must be clearly defined as in the 

PESA Act, to enable to function effectively. 

 Role of IT: Citizen services, grievance redressal and local taxes such as property tax etc must 

be made available online. This can help in ease of doing governance. 

 Encouraging public-private partnership: Successful PPP programs should be formulated at 

both state and city levels to fund city development. Role of the state should be to create an 

enabling environment with an aim to expand and deepen private sector investments in 

infrastructure. 

Conclusion 

The objective of local bodies, be it in rural or urban areas is to ensure that suitable levels of 

infrastructure and services are available to the citizens. In many parts of India, the quality of life  is 

miserable and the citizens lead a difficult life. To overcome this problem, a series of reforms need to 

be initiated by the Indian government to strengthen local-level governance. 

Value Addition 

 The 73rd and 74th constitutional amendments provided for the rural and urban local bodies 

respectively. 

 Local government is a state subject in List II of the Seventh Schedule to the Constitution of 

India. 

 They are vested with a long list of functions delegated to them by the state governments. 

 These functions broadly relate to public health, welfare, regulatory functions, public safety, 

public infrastructure works, and development activities. 
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 There are several types of Urban Local Bodies in India such as Municipal Corporation, 

Municipality, Notified Area Committee, Town Area Committee, Special Purpose Agency, 

Township, Port Trust, Cantonment Board, etc. 

Implementation of e-governance in local governments will not only improve service 

delivery at the local level but also takes us a step closer towards achieving broader 

socio-economic goals. Elaborate. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: The Hindu 
Why the question: 
As India grows more urban, the importance of effective governance and service delivery by city 
governments becomes central to the well-being of Indians. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the benefits of e-governance at local level with respect to service delivery and 
achieving socio-economic goals. 
Directive word:  
Elaborate – Give a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the context. You must 
be defining key terms wherever appropriate and substantiate with relevant associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Start by defining e-governance. 
Body: 
In the first part, address the how e-governance improves service delivery – give examples from across 
the country. 
Next, link e-governance with achieving broader socio-economic goals like – poverty alleviation, 
equity, security and sustainable development etc. 
Conclusion: 
Write a way forward how local governments can move towards e-governance. 
Introduction 

As India grows more urban, the importance of effective governance and service delivery by city 

governments becomes central to the well-being of Indians. We hope to live in ‘smart cities’, where 

digital systems enable the use of data — generated by people living and working in the city itself — 

to continuously improve how the city functions. E-governance holds the promise of improving local 

governance and is actively being promoted across the nation. 

Body 

Background: e-governance in local governments 

 If the Panchayats and municipal bodies are to perform efficiently and effectively all the 

mandated tasks, which are increasing day by day, extensive use of Information and 

Communication Technology (ICT) is needed. 

 Moreover, there is a strong need to build a “digital inclusive society” where large sections of 

rural population are able to benefit from new technologies; can access and share 

information and services freely and can participate in the development process more 

effectively. 
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 In cities, ease of citizen services is a pre-requisite. For example :BBMP in Karnataka will soon 

start issuing digitally signed khata certificates in Bengaluru to facilitate registration of 

properties. It is called e-Aasthi. 

Role of e-governance in Local self-governments 

 Transparency: Government of India formulated E-Panchayat Mission Mode Project for e-

enablement of all the Panchayats, to make their functioning more efficient and transparent. 

 Automation of internal workflow processes of Panchayats: PRIASoft – an online cash-based 

double entry accounting software that implements the Model Accounting System for PRIs, 

has been a major success with 1.2 lakh Panchayats on board and about 65,000 Panchayats 

are making online voucher entries during 2011-2012. 

 Budgeting: Cities such as Bangalore and Pune have experimented with citizen budgeting 

receiving many online budgets. This shows the most important issues that need resources 

from local bodies. 

 Improving delivery of services to citizens: Citizens can be part of governance and 

 Capacity building of Panchayat/Municipality Representatives and Officials: Online 

materials and training to Panchayat representatives can go a long way in achieving 

 Social Audit: Social Audit can become much easier, if the information on all the 

development details are made publicly available. 

 Accountability, Efficiency and RTI compliance of Panchayats: e-governance in local self-

government will lead to better utilisation of funds and decrease the discretionary powers of 

officials. Thereby reducing scope for any misappropriation. 

Conclusion 

All the benefits we associate with e-governance the ease of interaction, the gains in efficiency 

through both performance management and process reform, and the potential for data-driven 

preventive maintenance of infrastructure, hinge upon adoption of the system by local government 

employees and citizens themselves. 

 India and its neighborhood- relations. 

The economic emergency in Sri Lanka is a challenge as well as an opportunity for India 

to improve bilateral relations with the island nation. Comment. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: Live Mint 
Why the question: 
Sri Lanka’s government declared an economic emergency last week amid rising food prices, a 
depreciating currency, and rapidly depleting forex reserves. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the challenges posed to India because of the economic crisis in Sri Lanka and also the 
opportunities it presents. 
Directive word:  
Comment– here we must express our knowledge and understanding of the issue and form an overall 
opinion thereupon. 
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Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by giving context of the economic crisis in Sri Lanka. 
Body: 
Firstly, account for the crisis in Sri Lanka and then write about the challenges it creates for India – 
further alignment Beijing, Strategic Interests of India in SL, Economic ties, Infrastructural investments 
in various projects etc. 
Next, write how India can use this as opportunity to help SL tide the crisis as part of India’s 
‘Neighbourhood First’ policy. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with a way forward. 
Introduction. 

On 31 August 2021, Sri Lanka declared a state of economic emergency, as it is running out of foreign 

exchange reserves for essential imports like food. Tourism, a big dollar earner for Sri Lanka, has 

suffered since the Easter Sunday terror attacks of 2019, followed by the pandemic. Earnings fell 

from $3.6 billion in 2019 to $0.7 billion in 2020, even as FDI inflows halved from $1.2 billion to $670 

million over the same period. 

Body 

Sri Lanka’s crisis: A Challenge for India 

 Sri Lanka’s economic crisis may further push it to align its policies with Beijing’s 

interests. This comes at a time when India is already on a diplomatic tightrope with 

Afghanistan and Myanmar. 

 Other South Asian nations like Bangladesh, Nepal and the Maldives have also been 

turning to China to finance large-scale infrastructure projects. 

 In February, Sri Lanka backed out from a tripartite partnership with India and Japan for 

its East Container Terminal Project at the Colombo Port, citing domestic issues. 

 Sri Lanka lost the unviable Hambantota port to China for a 99-year lease. This impacts India 

as the port is located strategically in the Indian Ocean region, giving China a good vantage 

point. 

 Nevertheless, Sri Lanka has increasingly relied on Chinese credit to address its foreign debt 

burden. 

o Many loans have been negotiated between Colombo and Chinese institutions, 

including a recent syndicated loan for budgetary support of $1.3 billion from China 

Development Bank and a $1.5 billion currency swap pact with the People’s Bank of 

China this March. 

o This is a concern for India, as it may push Sri Lanka more towards China. 

 China’s exports to Sri Lanka surpassed those of India in 2020 and stood at $3.8 billion (India’s 

exports were $3.2 billion). 

Opportunity to improve bilateral relations 

 Nurturing the Neighbourhood First policy with Sri Lanka will be important for India, albeit 

with due caution, to preserve its strategic interests in the Indian Ocean region. 
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 The Colombo port is crucial for India as it handles 60% of India’s trans-shipment cargo. 

 Regional platforms like the Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and 

Economic Cooperation and the Indian Ocean Rim Association could be leveraged to foster 

cooperation in common areas of interest like technology-driven agriculture and marine 

sector development, IT and communication infrastructure, renewable energy, and transport 

and connectivity. 

 India’s development partnership with Colombo has always been demand-driven, with 

projects covering social infrastructure like education, health, housing, access to clean water 

and sanitation, besides industrial development. 

o India must pursue this in spirit of Neighbourhood Policy. 

 Concessional financing of about $ 2 billion has been provided to Sri Lanka through various 

Indian government-supported Lines of Credit across sectors (for railway connectivity, 

infrastructure, supply of defence equipment, security, and counter-terrorism and solar 

projects, among others). 

o This can be augmented further to increase their infrastructure and other 

requirements to make Sri Lanka self-sufficient. 

 Both countries could also cooperate on enhancing private sector investments to create 

economic resilience 

Conclusion 

India’s bilateral relation with Sri Lanka has followed Gujral Doctrine which is based on non-

reciprocity. India must once again step up and show its magnanimity by providing soft loans and 

credit lines, so that Sri Lanka can come out of this crisis. Our development agenda in Sri Lanka will 

also help build soft power and lead to better future ties. 

Value addition 

 India shares a common cultural and security space with the countries in the South Asian 

region especially Sri Lanka. 

 Sri Lanka’s location in the Indian Ocean region as an island State has been of strategic 

geopolitical relevance to several major powers. 

 As a prominent Asian nation with critical national interests in South Asia, India has a special 

responsibility to ensure peace and stability in its closest neighbourhood. 

 India should shed its big brother image and actively take part to rebuild the war-torn 

country. 

 India needs the support of Sri Lanka to emerge as a Blue water navy in the Indian Ocean and 

also in pursuing the permanent membership in United Nations Security Council (UNSC). 

 China’s string of pearl’s strategy is aimed at encircling India to establish dominance in the 

Indian Ocean. 

 Post 2015, Sri Lanka still relies heavily on China for Port city project and for continuation of 

Chinese funded infrastructure projects in Sri Lanka. 
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 Sri Lanka’s location can thus serve both commercial and industrial purposes and be used as a 

military base. 

 

The Afghan crisis can be a fatal blow to an already moribund SAARC. Do you 

think India should consider an alternative approach to augment south Asian 

cooperation sans Pakistan and Afghanistan? Comment.  (250 words) 

Difficulty level: Tough 

Reference: Indian Express 

Why the question: 

A meeting of foreign ministers from the South Asian Association for Regional 

Cooperation (SAARC) countries, which was set to be held in New York on 

Saturday, has been cancelled. Sources report that the member states were 

unable to agree upon the participation of Afghanistan, with Pakistan and India 

in particular at loggerheads over the issue. 

Key Demand of the question: 

To write about the potential ramifications of recent geo-political changes on 

SAARC and to comment on potential point of achieving south Asian solidarity 

without Pakistan. 

Directive word:  

Comment– here we must express our knowledge and understanding of the 

issue and form an overall opinion thereupon. 

Structure of the answer: 

Introduction:  

Begin by giving context of recent cancellation of SAARC FM meet. 

Body: 

In the first part, bring out the current uncertainties which forebode a bleak 

future for SAARC – Crisis in Afghanistan, Myanmar, Indo-Pak equation, Covid 

crisis etc. 

Next, mention as to why India should take the lead in considering alternative. 

It will ensure integrated, connected, secure and prosperous South Asia, and 

lead economic, technological, cultural, and social development’ of the region. 

Next, deliberate as to whether reviving SAARC will be in India’s interest? 

Conclusion: 
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Conclude with a way forward and diplomatic steps needed to achieve south 

Asian solidarity. 
Introduction 

Afghanistan was inducted into SAARC in 2007, a decision that recognised its 

struggle to emerge from years of war and isolation, and its historical, political, 

religious, economic and cultural links to the rest of the region. The takeover of 

Afghanistan by the Taliban is a massive setback to South Asia. 

Recently there was cancellation of the SAARC foreign ministers meeting on the 

sidelines of the UN General Assembly in New York, in the backdrop of Taliban 

takeover. Rightly, India does not want to recognise to legitimise Taliban. 

Body 

SAARC and the Afghan crisis 

 Pakistan wanted the Taliban to represent Afghanistan during the SAARC meet. 
Several members, including India, objected to Pakistan’s proposal, and the 
meeting was cancelled due to ‘lack of consensus’.  

 After the deadly terror attack on the Indian security forces at  Uri in 2016, India 
refused to engage with the SAARC. 

 Since then, the SAARC has become almost marginal to the regions’ collective 
consciousness and other organisations such as the Bay of Bengal Initiative for 
Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC)  came into the 
forefront. 

 It has been years since there was a summit, principally because it is Pakistan’s 
turn to host it, and Delhi has refused to participate due to the tensions between 
the two countries over terrorist incidents and other issues.  

 Other SAARC arrangements, including regional trade, have never been able to get 
off the ground due to the forever hostility between the two big neighbours.  

 Now with Taliban takeover, many SAARC nations are not willing to engage with 
them. 

Alternative to SAARC sans Pakistan 

 There is no mistaking the fact that Pakistan had joined the SAARC in 1985 with a 
clear view to utilise the organisation as an anti-India platform by mobilising the 
smaller nations of the region. 

 The future success of the SAARC lies in making Pakistan irrelevant. 
 India should create alternate group conversations such as BBIN (Bangladesh-

Bhutan-India-Nepal), and lead more such conversations and consortiums and 
make such alternate gatherings aspirational for others to sign up.  

 In other words, the only way ahead is to promote sub-regionalism within the 
SAARC to carry out the developmental projects and other integrating ideas.  

 India and Sri Lanka on the one hand, and Bangladesh, Bhutan, India and Nepal 
on the other could join hands to work together. 

 As it is, there is already the Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral 
Technical and Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC) that connects South Asian 
countries (except Pakistan and Afghanistan, which are not members) with 
Myanmar and Thailand. 

 Connectivity and development through the sub regional route is very much 
permissible under the SAARC Charter. 

 The idea is to go ahead without Pakistan. 
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Conclusion 

It is being increasingly realised that since Pakistan is not interested in implementing 

the existing SAARC decisions on regional connectivity, trade and terrorism, and it 

continues to interfere in the internal matters of other member countries in sharp 

violation of the SAARC Charter, it will be better to proceed with a “small SAARC” 

option. 

Value addition 

About SAARC 

 In 1980’s the idea of SAARC was initiated by  General Zia Ur Rehman of 
Bangladesh, which resulted in the first summit of the seven leaders of the region 
in 1985. 

 Later, Afghanistan joined in 2007. However, in the nearly 35 years of its 
existence, SAARC has not lived up to its promise of regional integration.  

 South Asia is the world’s least integrated region; less than 5% of the trade of 
SAARC countries is within. 

 A South Asian Free Trade Zone, which was agreed on in 2006, has not been 
materialised yet. 

 The 19th SAARC summit, scheduled to be held in Islamabad in November 2016, 
was postponed after the terrorist attacks in Uri; none has been held since then.  

The Afghan crisis can be a fatal blow to an already moribund SAARC. Do you think 

India should consider an alternative approach to augment south Asian cooperation 

sans Pakistan and Afghanistan? Comment.  (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Tough 
Reference: Indian Express 
Why the question: 
A meeting of foreign ministers from the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) 
countries, which was set to be held in New York on Saturday, has been cancelled. Sources report that 
the member states were unable to agree upon the participation of Afghanistan, with Pakistan and 
India in particular at loggerheads over the issue. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the potential ramifications of recent geo-political changes on SAARC and to comment 
on potential point of achieving south Asian solidarity without Pakistan. 
Directive word:  
Comment– here we must express our knowledge and understanding of the issue and form an overall 
opinion thereupon. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by giving context of recent cancellation of SAARC FM meet. 
Body: 
In the first part, bring out the current uncertainties which forebode a bleak future for SAARC – Crisis 
in Afghanistan, Myanmar, Indo-Pak equation, Covid crisis etc. 
Next, mention as to why India should take the lead in considering alternative. It will ensure 
integrated, connected, secure and prosperous South Asia, and lead economic, technological, cultural, 
and social development’ of the region. 
Next, deliberate as to whether reviving SAARC will be in India’s interest? 
Conclusion: 
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Conclude with a way forward and diplomatic steps needed to achieve south Asian solidarity. 
Introduction 

Afghanistan was inducted into SAARC in 2007, a decision that recognised its struggle to emerge from 

years of war and isolation, and its historical, political, religious, economic and cultural links to the 

rest of the region. The takeover of Afghanistan by the Taliban is a massive setback to South Asia. 

Recently there was cancellation of the SAARC foreign ministers meeting on the sidelines of the UN 

General Assembly in New York, in the backdrop of Taliban takeover. Rightly, India does not want to 

recognise to legitimise Taliban. 

Body 

SAARC and the Afghan crisis 

 Pakistan wanted the Taliban to represent Afghanistan during the SAARC meet. Several 

members, including India, objected to Pakistan’s proposal, and the meeting was cancelled 

due to ‘lack of consensus’. 

 After the deadly terror attack on the Indian security forces at Uri in 2016, India refused to 

engage with the SAARC. 

 Since then, the SAARC has become almost marginal to the regions’ collective consciousness 

and other organisations such as the Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and 

Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC) came into the forefront. 

 It has been years since there was a summit, principally because it is Pakistan’s turn to host it, 

and Delhi has refused to participate due to the tensions between the two countries over 

terrorist incidents and other issues. 

 Other SAARC arrangements, including regional trade, have never been able to get off the 

ground due to the forever hostility between the two big neighbours. 

 Now with Taliban takeover, many SAARC nations are not willing to engage with them. 

Alternative to SAARC sans Pakistan 

 There is no mistaking the fact that Pakistan had joined the SAARC in 1985 with a clear view 

to utilise the organisation as an anti-India platform by mobilising the smaller nations of the 

region. 

 The future success of the SAARC lies in making Pakistan irrelevant. 

 India should create alternate group conversations such as BBIN (Bangladesh-Bhutan-India-

Nepal), and lead more such conversations and consortiums and make such alternate 

gatherings aspirational for others to sign up. 

 In other words, the only way ahead is to promote sub-regionalism within the SAARC to 

carry out the developmental projects and other integrating ideas. 

 India and Sri Lanka on the one hand, and Bangladesh, Bhutan, India and Nepal on the other 

could join hands to work together. 
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 As it is, there is already the Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and 

Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC) that connects South Asian countries (except Pakistan and 

Afghanistan, which are not members) with Myanmar and Thailand. 

 Connectivity and development through the sub regional route is very much permissible 

under the SAARC Charter. 

 The idea is to go ahead without Pakistan. 

Conclusion 

It is being increasingly realised that since Pakistan is not interested in implementing the existing 

SAARC decisions on regional connectivity, trade and terrorism, and it continues to interfere in the 

internal matters of other member countries in sharp violation of the SAARC Charter, it will be better 

to proceed with a “small SAARC” option. 

Value addition 

About SAARC 

 In 1980’s the idea of SAARC was initiated by General Zia Ur Rehman of Bangladesh, which 

resulted in the first summit of the seven leaders of the region in 1985. 

 Later, Afghanistan joined in 2007. However, in the nearly 35 years of its existence, SAARC has 

not lived up to its promise of regional integration. 

 South Asia is the world’s least integrated region; less than 5% of the trade of SAARC countries 

is within. 

 A South Asian Free Trade Zone, which was agreed on in 2006, has not been materialised yet. 

 The 19th SAARC summit, scheduled to be held in Islamabad in November 2016, was 

postponed after the terrorist attacks in Uri; none has been held since then. 

Important International institutions, agencies and fora- their structure, mandate. 

There exists an opportunity for India to be an advocate of reforms and a proponent of 

international law during its stint as the non-permanent member of United Nations 

Security Council (UNSC). Examine. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: Live Mint 
Why the question: 
India has just concluded its presidency of the United Nations Security Council (UNSC) for August. 
Key Demand of the question: To write 
Directive word:  
Examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we must investigate the topic (content words) in detail, inspect 
it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so 
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by giving context about India’s recent presidency of the UNSC for the month of August. 
Body: 
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First, mention the key resolutions and activities that were undertaken during India’s presidency with 
a special emphasis on Afghanistan. 
Next, talk about how India can advocate for reforms in the coming months with respect to archaic 
membership structure of the UNSC, expansion of the UNSC’s permanent membership, structural 
inequality in the security grouping etc. 
Next, talk about India as proponent of international law with respect to Afghan crisis, Israel-Palestine 
issue and efforts to maintain the rules based international order. 
Conclusion: 
Summarise that it is an opportunity for India to display leadership skills, establish itself is a 
responsible stakeholder, and indicate its commitment to global governance. 
Introduction 

India has just concluded its presidency of the United Nations Security Council (UNSC) for August. 

During India’s presidency, there were  14 ‘outcome documents’, five of which were UNSC 

resolutions. Three signature events held by India had a clear focus on the priority issues, 

namely maritime security, UN peacekeeping and counter-terrorism. These topics found resonance 

with the larger UN membership. 

Body 

Opportunity for India to be an advocate of reforms and a proponent of international law 

 Changing reality: The PM has highlighted at UN that the international community must ask if 

the UN is still relevant 75 years after its founding. 

o He also noted that despite the Organization’s achievements, including the avoidance 

of a Third World War, there have since been many conflicts (Yemen war, Syrian war, 

Taliban crisis), and today’s challenges are vastly different from those of the past. 

 Pressing for Regional representation: India must push for equal regional representation in 

the UNSC and bring consensus to start the talk on reforms. 

o There is a huge European bias in P-5 due to the presence of the United Kingdom 

and France including Russia. 

o While regions like Latin America, Caribbean group, Arabs and Africa do not have a 

single permanent member. 

o Similarly, there is a western bias in UNSC. As China is the only Asian country among 

the five permanent members of UNSC. 

 Convincing the superpowers of removing veto power: The victors of World War II shaped 

the United Nations Charter in their national interests, dividing the permanent seats, and 

associated veto power, among themselves. 

o The P-5 is largely divided into P3 and P2 wherein decision making has been 

paralysed. 

o India must play a role to ensure this dichotomy is altogether removed. 

 Transparency and Working Methods: While the expansion of the Security Council has been 

hotly debated across the world, debate on the working methods of the Council, an equally 

important aspect of reform to many member states, has attracted less attention. 
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o It is true that UNSC has been functioning in the most non-transparent and non-

consultative way. 

o Decision making must happen in a deliberative manner. 

 International law: India can spear head peace and cooperation by ensuring no humanitarian 

crisis occurs in Afghanistan, post-Taliban. It can also bring Israel-Palestine issue on the 

UNSC table to ensure two-state solution gets traction. 

Way Forward 

 India’s claim for permanent membership is a genuine demand in the changed geo politics of 

21st century. India is possibly the most obvious and least controversial option to add as a 

permanent member, and probably long overdue for a seat. 

 UNSC is mandated to keep international peace and security. However, it is under constant 

criticism for its plans and actions. It is said to be performing in unilateral way with 

unquestioned authority, working only for vested interests and not making non-permanent 

members inclusive in their decision making. 

 In this context, we can see that India’s demand is not illegitimate as India does wield a 

certain influence in world affairs today due to its impressive economic growth and strong 

military base. 

 South Asia being a victim of various repercussions of war, terrorism, and extremism India 

gains more say on its and neighbour’s problems and will have power to challenge the ethos 

and working style of permanent members of UNSC. 

 Hence, India must make a headway as member of UNSC to bring about these reforms 

through the forum. 

Value addition: 

Leadership of India as UNSC President 

 Maritime Security: The world witnessed the first Presidential Statement issued on 

the holistic concept of maritime security. In spite of differences and nuances in the 

understanding of what this security entails, India worked closely with all Security Council 

(SC) members to ensure the statement’s adoption by consensus. This document promises 

to set the template of future discussions on maritime security, an area of high important 

for India. 

 UN Peacekeeping: A resolution on Protecting the Protectors was adopted, which seeks to 

safeguard UN Peacekeepers. It was the first SC resolution piloted by India in over four 

decades, and it had the co-sponsorship of all 15 members. 

 Counter terrorism: The outcome was broadly in line with India’s own thinking on this matter, 

including its focus on Afghan soil not being used for terrorism, especially by UN-proscribed 

terrorists, the departure of Afghan and foreign nationals, human rights, especially of 

women and minorities, and other humanitarian issues. 
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The geopolitical changes in Afghanistan place the ‘new great game’ in a precarious 

position and India must act quickly to secure its interests. Discuss. (250 words) 

Reference: orfonline.org 

Introduction 

The return of the Taliban will make Afghanistan a pivot for geopolitical realignment. India’s ties with 

the major powers will also be readjusted to manage terrorism emanating from the Af-Pak area. 

Body 

Background: India’s adversities post-Taliban takeover 

 Pakistan’s ISI chief is conferring with intelligence representatives of China, Iran and 

Russia, alleging that India was sponsoring terrorism in Pakistan with the cooperation of 

Afghanistan’s previous governments. 

 China has decided to embrace the Taliban. Its interest has three strategic dimensions—

terrorism, mercantile exploitation of minerals and extending the BRI for regional 

hegemony. 

 It has announced an aid package of $31 million. At a time when Afghanistan has become an 

economic basket case, China’s leverage with the Taliban is considerable and Pakistan will use 

its leverage with the Taliban to provide concessions to Beijing. 

 The jubilation in militant quarters and Pakistan on the Taliban’s takeover has raised concerns 

about renewed international terrorist attacks. 

Action plan to secure India’s interest in the aftermath of Taliban takeover 

 Engagement with Taliban: For India, the principal dilemma has been whether to engage the 

Taliban or not, as it consistently supported the elected government in Kabul. Having closed 

her Embassy and Consulates, India has no representative in Kabul. 

o Recently an attempt was made in Qatar, in official capacity to engage. 

 Soft Power: This does not preclude India supplying humanitarian aid to the Afghan people, 

who have a very high regard for India. 

o This goodwill has to be nurtured. 

o External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar has called for unimpeded access and equitable 

distribution of humanitarian aid. 

 Role of Quad: Geopolitically, the Quad is likely to gain greater salience. India’s growing ties 

with the US and conscious ramping up defence hardware procurement from America and 

France, shows the urgency. 

o Quad will play a major role in securing India’s interest through USA’s support in 

Afghanistan, especially in areas of counter terrorism. 

 Russia-India axis: It must be acknowledged that both India and Russia have attempted to 

retain fundamental elements of their bilateral ties that have stood the test of time, even as 

they disagree on the Quad. 
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o One aspect that underlines Russian commitment to bilateral ties is the supply of 

military hardware at the height of China-India tensions in Ladakh against Beijing’s 

wishes. 

o As Russia leverages the China-Pakistan axis, New Delhi and Moscow have a window 

to coordinate positions on Afghanistan. 

Conclusion 

Fighting terrorism, including preventing attempts by terrorist organisations to use Afghan territory 

as terrorist sanctuary and to carry out attacks against other countries, as well as drug trade have 

received the highest priority for India. India must ally with like-minded nations to ensure that Afghan 

soil will not be used against India’s interest, especially in matters of security. 

  

The global war on terror led by the U.S, failed to achieve its objective and yielded 

mixed results at best. This calls for a new global approach to defeat terrorism. 

Comment. (150 words, 10 marks) 
Introduction 

On the day the United States marked two decades since the September 11, 2001 terrorist attacks, 

the Taliban triumphantly hoisted their flag over the Afghan presidential palace to start off their new 

regime. The unprecedented 9/11 attacks prompted the U.S. not only to invade landlocked, 

strategically located Afghanistan but also to launch a global war on terror. Yet, the U.S.-led war on 

terror has yielded no tangible results. 

Body 

War on terror led by US failed to achieve objective 

 The US-led invasion of Afghanistan toppled the Taliban and degraded the capabilities of Al-

Qaeda, but it did nothing to eradicate the causes of violent Islamic extremism at its roots. 

 The nature of the threat has transformed since 9/11 when jihadist terror essentially meant 

Al-Qaeda. But since then, IS emerged and various branches pledging allegiance to IS or Al-

Qaeda. 

 The geographic spread of the jihadist threat has also changed. The groups were limited to 

the Middle East but they are now also common throughout Africa, most of the Arab world 

as well as in South and Southeast Asia. 

 The US has shifted its priorities from countering terrorist groups overseas to dealing with 

the Chinese first. The rhetoric is proven correct that, USA does not lose war, it only loses 

interest. 

 Idea of rebuilding societies: The withdrawal is a tacit admission that the idea once shared by 

conservatives, liberals and foreign policy elites, including Biden himself — that the U.S. 

could use force to destroy other societies and then rebuild them in America’s image — had 

proved a failure. 

 Critique of pre-emptive war on Iraq: A major criticism levelled at this justification is that it 

does not fulfil one of the requirements of a just war and that in waging war pre-emptively, 
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the United States undermined international law and the authority of the United Nations, 

particularly the United Nations Security Council. 

 Morale of Afghan army hit: Afghan army was sustained upon aids and funds from USA and 

most importantly air support. When air support ended, Taliban onslaught could not be 

resisted and demoralised army surrendered. 

New global approach to defeat terrorism 

 Despite the public’s rejection of “forever wars,” the U.S. will need to maintain military 

pressure on radical networks. 

o The biggest challenge is in Afghanistan, where the Taliban’s return to power could 

once again make the country a haven for violent extremists. 

o Without troops and diplomatic personnel on the ground, the U.S. should increase 

investments in satellite and reconnaissance capabilities to improve the accuracy of 

drone strikes. 

 Nations should seek intelligence-sharing agreements with Afghanistan’s neighbours. 

 The counterterrorism agencies should explore the possibility of limited cooperation with 

the new Afghan regime to target Islamic State Khorasan, a rival of the Taliban and al-

Qaeda. 

 Collective action against safe havens: UNSC must sanction nations such as Pakistan which 

are safe havens for terrorists. Designated terrorists still find sanctuary in Pakistan and this 

can be dismantled only when the larger nations under UN collectively punish such nations. 

Conclusion 

The 20th anniversary of 9/11 should have been an occasion to reflect on the forgotten lessons of 

those attacks, including the importance of not coddling terrorism-supporting regimes. With the 

global war on terror having gone off the rails, the anniversary was also a reminder of the imperative 

to build a new international consensus to help drain the terrorism-breeding swamps. It is not too 

late for western powers to absorb the lessons from national policies that gave rise to Frankenstein’s 

monsters. 

 

Outer space is becoming an extension of the terrestrial geopolitical competition. 

Interventions led by U.N Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space are urgently 

needed, so that domain of space is used only for peaceful purposes. Examine (250 

words) 
Difficulty level: Tough 
Reference:  Indian Express 
Why the question: 
With China’s emergence as a major space power, there is a new urgency for democratic powers to 
come together to secure their national interests as well as promote sustainable order in the skies 
above. 
Key Demand of the question: 
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To write about how there is growing clamour for weaponization of space, the need to avoid it and 
steps to be taken in that regard. 
Directive word:  
Examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we must investigate the topic (content words) in detail, inspect 
it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so 
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Start by mentioning the aims and objectives of United Nations Committee on the Peaceful Uses of 
Outer Space. 
Body: 
First, write how geopolitics as well as in the national security context of all the major spacefaring 
powers. The advancements being made in the domain either through state entities or commercial 
players are posing serious questions in the area of international security, global governance, and 
ethics of war. 
Next, write about the positive implications for the weaponization of space on the world. 
Suggest steps for establishing frameworks for multilateral governance in space and commitment 
towards peaceful uses. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by stressing on the need to maintain the outer space for peaceful purposes. 
Introduction 

India recently signed an outer space cooperation with Quad members and USA. Delhi’s new strategic 

interest in outer space is based on a recognition of two important trends. One is the centrality of 

emerging technologies in shaping the 21st-century global order. The other is about the urgency 

of writing new rules for the road to peace and stability in outer space. 

There is proliferation of space exploratory missions today, raising issues of space debris, 

weaponization and also space dominance turning space into tragedy of commons problem. 

Body 

Outerspace: Extension of geopolitical competition 

 Astropolitics: The US has traditionally dominated outer space in the commercial domain. Its 

military competition with Russia set the norms in the security field. 

o China’s emergence as a major space power — in both civilian and military is 

reshaping astropolitics. 

 China factor: The dramatic expansion of Chinese space capabilities and Beijing’s ambition 

to dominate outer space have lent a new urgency for democratic powers to come together 

to secure their national interests as well as promote sustainable order in the skies above. 

 No global rules: Space is a commons, where any nation’s decision to test an anti-satellite 

weapon, in the process creating gobs of junk, is unpunishable. 

 Multiple entities and debris: Both private and government satellite owners have an 

incentive to protect their equipment while it’s operating—but not thereafter. 

o Space junk is pollution, and as we have learned on earth there must be a clear line 

of responsibility for pollution, or public spaces will be ruined. 
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 National and commercial interests are increasingly tied to space in political, economic and 

military arenas. 

o Beyond fanciful notions of solar energy satellites, fusion energy and orbiting hotels, 

contemporary political issues such as nuclear non-proliferation, economic 

development, cybersecurity and human rights are also intimately tied to outer 

space. 

International rules and space governance 

 In 1959, the UN General Assembly established the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of 

Outer Space (COPUOS) in Resolution 1472 (XIV). This committee identified areas for 

international cooperation in the peaceful uses of outer space 

 Outer Space Treaty of 1967: India is a party to the Outer Space Treaty. 

o The treaty prohibits countries from placing into orbit around the Earth “any objects 

carrying nuclear weapons or any other kinds of weapons of mass destruction”. 

o It also prohibits the stationing of such weapons on celestial bodies, like the moon, 

or in outer space. 

o The moon and other celestial bodies shall be used by all state parties to the 

treaty exclusively for peaceful purposes. 

 Although these treaties ban the placement of weapons of mass destruction in space, they do 

not prevent states from placing other types of weapons in space. 

o As a result, many states argue that existing treaties 

are insufficient for safeguarding outer space as “the common heritage of 

mankind.” 

 The international community has been debating for the need to introduce transparency and 

confidence-building measures in outer space activities (TCBMS). 

o In this regard, European Union has also prepared a draft code of conduct (CoC). 

o However, major powers are yet to agree on the idea of establishing a CoC conduct. 

 Another important idea that has been put on the table jointly by Russia and China is the 

Prevention of the Placement of Weapons in Outer Space (PPWT) instead of only Weapon of 

Mass Destruction which is resisted by US and the EU. 

Conclusion 

As outer space becomes a location for lucrative business as well as a site of military competition 

between states, the salience of space cooperation needs to increase in the coming years. The scale 

of the challenges and opportunities in outer space, however, demand more urgent and sweeping 

reform. That can only be mandated by the highest political level. 

Space must be used only for peaceful purposes and any weaponisation of Outer Space cannot be 

tolerated in the larger interest of people. The safety and security of space based assets should be 

ensured through international cooperation. 

Value addition 
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Evolution of space exploration journey 

 Only the United States has sent people beyond low Earth orbit, but experts say U.S. pre-

eminence in space could be challenged. 

 China became the third nation to independently launch a human into orbit in 2003 and its 

capabilities have since grown. 

 The People’s Liberation Army is seen as a driver of the Chinese space program, the ambitions 

of which include sending people to the moon and building a space station. 

 Meanwhile, India launched its first unmanned mission to Mars in late 2013, and its probe 

entered Mars’s orbit in September 2014. 

 The Indian Space Research Organisation has since reached an agreement with NASA on 

subsequent explorations of Mars. 

 China and the United Arab Emirates successfully sent spacecraft to orbit Mars in February 

2021, the same month that NASA landed its rover there; the Chinese mission includes its own 

robotic explorer. 

Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or 

affecting India’s interests. 

The future of SAARC remains bleak but it is in India’s interests to take the lead and 

work collectively towards a secure and prosperous South Asia. Critically Analyse. (250 

words) 
Difficulty level: Tough 
Reference: Indian Express 
Why the question: 
The SAARC has not been explicitly present since 2016 as its biennial summits have no taken place 
since Kathmandu in 2014. Its potential remains unfulfilled. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the future of SAARC amidst current uncertainties and to argue for its revival. 
Directive word:  
Critically analyse – When asked to analyse, you must examine methodically the structure or nature 
of the topic by separating it into component parts and present them in a summary. When ‘critically’ 
is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the topic and give a 
balanced judgment on the topic. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by giving context of SAARC and its present-day scenario. 
Body: 
In the first part, bring out the current uncertainties which forebode a bleak future for SAARC – Crisis 
in Afghanistan, Myanmar, Indo-Pak equation, Covid crisis etc. 
Next, mention as to why India should take the lead in reviving SAARC. It will ensure integrated, 
connected, secure and prosperous South Asia, and lead economic, technological, cultural, and social 
development’ of the region. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with a way forward and diplomatic steps needed to re-engage and revive SAARC. 
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Introduction 

SAARC was mooted in 1985, which created the hope that trade, cultural activity and intellectual 

exchange would gradually diminish the political legacies of Partition by nourishing a regional 

fraternity. The dream is still relevant, but SAARC has remained incapable of responding to the 

unabated rise of identity-based aggression and violence. Along with this, a remarkable degree of 

indifference to others’ woes has grown. 

Body 

The Future of SAARC remains bleak: 

 The region is beset with unsettled territorial disputes, as well as trans-border criminal and 

subversive activities. 

 It remains a theatre for ethnic, cultural, and religious tensions and rivalries. 

 A current rise in ultra-nationalism is taking place against the backdrop of a bloody history of 

repeated inter-state wars and myriad intra-state conflicts. 

 Nuclear-armed neighbours India and Pakistan are at loggerheads. 

 Cross-border terrorism has again made the region, as former US President Bill Clinton once 

deemed it, “the world’s most dangerous place.” 

 Allowing SAARC to become dysfunctional and irrelevant greatly distorts our ability to 

address the realities and mounting challenges facing SAARC nations. 

 The failure of South Asian nations to act in accord will plunge South Asia into a perilous 

theatre of discord and escalating tensions with jihadi militias at the forefront, placing the 

entire region in turmoil. 

SAARC is imperative for South Asian countries: 

 SAARC is needed as institutional scaffolding to allow for the diplomacy and 

coordination that is needed between member-states in order to adequately address the 

numerous threats and challenges the region faces. 

 Though SAARC’s charter prohibits bilateral issues at formal forums, SAARC summits provide 

a unique, informal window — the retreat — for leaders to meet without aides and chart 

future courses of action. 

 The coming together of leaders, even at the height of tensions, in a region laden with 

congenital suspicions, misunderstandings, and hostility is a significant strength of SAARC 

that cannot be overlooked. 

 SAARC members are among the top troop-contributing countries to UN peacekeeping 

missions. With the US withdrawal from Afghanistan, a joint peacekeeping force from the 

SAARC region under the UN aegis could be explored to fill the power vacuum that would 

otherwise be filled by terrorist and extremist forces. 

Reviving SAARC is in India’s interests: 

 India should take the lead and work with its neighbors to slash the tariff and non-tariff 

barriers. 
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 SAARC should also seek free and preferential trading arrangements with other regional 

bodies, notably the EU and the ASEAN. It should also remain fully focused on the SAARC 

social charter to spread out its reach to the common man. 

 There is a need to focus on small politics instead of big politics to resolve conflict in 

conflicting regions. This would mean that they focus on economic cooperation and other 

small ways that can create cooperation and more peace 

 SAARC cannot be effective unless it places itself on a managerial position to achieve regional 

order, forcing all the members to act mutually in making the region a ‘zone of peace’ and 

the center for world business. 

 All countries should come together to sort out their differences, either multilaterally or 

bilaterally. It’s not necessary to sort out the differences but despite that, it is necessary to 

work with the differences like that of India-China, Japan and China, Russia and Japan. 

 The bilateral issues between member nations should be resolved. Bilateral Issues between 

India- Pakistan, India- Sri Lanka, Pakistan- Afghanistan etc. must be improved with serious 

engagement and collaboration – working together to bring peace and stability as a common 

good in the region. 

 Information on terrorism, trafficking, smuggling etc. must be shared and joint exercises must 

be conducted to build mutual trust and capability. 

 SAARC needs to work on Improving infrastructure and regional connectivity – Collaboration 

in scientific research, universities exchange programs, tourism etc. will have a positive effect 

on relations among countries. 

Conclusion: 

SAARC has the potential to transform the South Asian Region. Mutual mistrust and non-cooperation 

should not be allowed to undermine this potential. Deeper regional economic integration will create 

greater interdependence with India acquiring the central role, which, in turn, would serve India’s 

strategic interests too. SAARC should function as an autonomous institution by which driving 

principles, strategic actions, and rules of law can be implemented in a way that is relevant to both, 

its own members and other rising powers. 

Value addition: 

Background of SAARC: 

 SAARC was set up in 1985 and today it has 8 members: Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, 

India, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan and Srilanka. Afghanistan joined SAARC only in 2007. 

 SAARC member nations cooperate on a range of issues from agriculture, economy, poverty 

alleviation, S&T and culture to encourage people to people contact. 

 SAARC aims at integration of south Asian nations for undertaking collective efforts to 

achieve common objective of regional stability and prosperity. 

 Despite geographical contiguity and historical and cultural links, the SAARC region remains 

the most disconnected regions in the world. 
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Climate Action and Finance Mobilization Dialogue (CAFMD) aims to advance inclusive 

and resilient economic development but there is much more potential in Indo-U.S 

bilateral relations for both to emerge as global leaders in the climate action and clean 

energy sectors. Analyse. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Tough 
Reference: The Hindu 
Why the question: 
India and the United States of America (USA) launched the “Climate Action and Finance Mobilization 
Dialogue (CAFMD). 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about CAFMD and the fruther potential of Indo-U.S bilateral relationship with respect to 
Directive word:  
Analyse – When asked to analyse, you must examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them in a summary. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by writing about Climate Action and Finance Mobilization Dialogue (CAFMD) and its objectives. 
Body: 
First write about the potential of CAFMD in developing resilient and inclusive economic development. 
Next, bring out the recent Indo-U. S collaborations on clean energy projects Mention about the US- 
India target towards raising global climate ambition and speed India’s clean energy transition and 
U.S aid in India’s renewable energy targets etc 
Next, write about the potential it has make them global leaders in clean energy sector. The 
opportunities presented by COP26, Climate Ambition, Climate Finance, Global Climate Initiatives, 
including International Solar Alliance (ISA), Agriculture Innovation Mission for Climate (AIM4C) etc 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with a way forward to truly realise the potential of this partnership. 
Introduction 

India and the United States of America (USA) launched the “Climate Action and Finance 

Mobilization Dialogue (CAFMD)”. The CAFMD is one of the two tracks of the India-U.S. Climate and 

Clean Energy Agenda 2030 partnership launched at the Leaders’ Summit on Climate in April 2021, by 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi and US President Joseph Biden. 

Body 

Objectives of CAFMD 

CAFMD would have three pillars 

 Climate Action Pillar: This would have joint proposals looking at ways in emissions could be 

reduced in the next decade. 

 Setting out a Roadmap: To achieving the 450GW in transportation, buildings and industry. 

 Finance Pillar: This would involve collaborating on attracting finance to deploy 450 GW of 

renewable energy and demonstrate at scale clean energy technologies. 

Potential of Indo-US relations to emerge as global leaders in climate action and clean energy 

sectors 
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 Expanding clean energy programs, such as the prior Partnership to Advance Clean Energy, 

focused on energy efficiency and solar and wind energy, and potentially adding electric 

vehicles, battery storage and renewable grid-integration that align with India’s priorities. 

 Developing new areas for cooperation, such as climate resilience, climate-resilient 

infrastructure, sustainable finance, air quality, electric mobility, among others. 

 Strengthening global partnerships, including greater ambition under the Paris Agreement, 

ratification of Montreal Protocol’s Kigali Amendment to phase down dangerous 

hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs), advancement of the International Solar Alliance 

(ISA), expanded USAID cooperation on energy, accelerating Mission Innovation, among 

others. 

 Ramping up climate finance, investments and trade with India and emerging markets to 

support clean energy through the International Development Finance Corporation 

(IDFC), S. Export-Import bank and other international platforms, such as the Green Climate 

Fund. 

 Fostering subnational climate action at the state- and city-levels with meaningful funding to 

create opportunities for cross-country learning, capacity building and implementation on the 

ground. 

Conclusion 

Through this collaboration, the United States and India aim to demonstrate how the world can align 

swift climate action with inclusive and resilient economic development, taking into account national 

circumstances and sustainable development priorities. 

Value addition: 

Background 

 The dialogue will strengthen India-US bilateral cooperation on climate and environment. 

 It will also help to demonstrate how the world can align swift climate action with inclusive 

and resilient economic development, taking into account national circumstances and 

sustainable development priorities. 

 The US will collaborate with India to work towards installing 450 GW of renewable energy 

by 2030. 

 Currently, India’s installed power capacity is projected to be 476 GW by 2021-22 and 

is expected to rise to at least 817 GW by 2030. 

Recent India-US collaborations in Climate Action 

 The United States and India are launching the “U.S.-India Climate and Clean Energy Agenda 

2030 Partnership.” 

 Led by President Biden and Prime Minister Modi, the Partnership will represent one of the 

core venues for U.S.-India collaboration and focus on driving urgent progress in this critical 

decade for climate action. 
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 Both the United States and India have set ambitious 2030 targets for climate action and 

clean energy. 

 In its new nationally determined contribution, the United States has set an economy-wide 

target of reducing its net greenhouse gas emissions by 50–52 percent below 2005 levels in 

2030. 

  

The AUKUS pact will complement the regional security architecture in the Indo-Pacific 

but has ramifications extending far beyond it. Analyse. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Tough 
Reference: Live Mint 
Why the question: 
It has been announced the US, Australia and the UK are forming a new security partnership to be 
known as AUKUS. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the impact of Aukus pact in the Indo-Pacific as well in the European union. 
Directive word:  
Analyse – When asked to analyse, you must examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them in a summary. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by writing about the formation of AUKUS. 
Body: 
In the first, part elaborate on the security pact and its impact on the Indo-pacific. nuclear-powered 
submarines in Australia, deterrence to China, enhancing joint capabilities and deeper military 
interoperability etc. 
Next, bring in the impact of formation of AUKUS other countries. – New Zealand, European Union 
especially with souring of Australia-France relations, possible responses of China. Mention the impact 
on India. 
Conclusion: 
Summarise the impact of new geo-political developments on rules based multilateral order 
Introduction 

The UK, US and Australia have announced a historic security pact in the Asia-Pacific, in what’s seen 

as an effort to counter China. It is called the AUKUS pact and AUKUS alliance. It is a landmark 

security pact involving the UK, US and Australia that will allow Australia to build nuclear-powered 

submarines for the first time with technology provided by the US underscores the rapidly shifting 

realities of the Indo- Pacific. 

Body 

Overview on AUKUS pact 

 Under the AUKUS alliance, the three nations have agreed to enhance the development of 

joint capabilities and technology sharing, foster deeper integration of security and defence-

related science, technology, industrial bases and supply chains. 

 Under the first major initiative of AUKUS, Australia would build a fleet of nuclear-powered 

submarines with the help of the US and the UK, a capability aimed at promoting stability in 

the Indo-Pacific region. 
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 In recent years, Beijing has been accused of raising tensions in disputed territories such as 

the South China Sea. 

 Western nations have been wary of China’s infrastructure investment on Pacific islands, 

and have also criticised China’s trade sanctions against countries like Australia. 

 Australia will be joining a select group of countries, including the US, UK, France, China, India 

and Russia, that operate nuclear-powered submarines. 

 It will also be only the second nation after the UK with which the US will be sharing its 

submarine technology. 

AUKUS pact: Regional security architecture in the Indo-Pacific and beyond 

 Technology transfer to non-nuclear state: In an extraordinary move, the US and UK are 

willing to export nuclear technology to a non-nuclear powered nation. 

o Regional security concerns have been the main driver behind this ‘Aukus pact’ that is 

being touted as Canberra’s biggest defence partnership in decades, involving 

artificial intelligence, cyber and other cutting-edge defence technologies. 

 Indo-Pacific security: It described the pact as a “historic opportunity for the three nations, 

with like-minded allies and partners, to protect shared values and promote security and 

prosperity in the Indo-Pacific region. 

 Countering Chinese expansionist policy: For Washington and its allies in the Pacific, a new 

class of nuclear-powered submarines can be of critical value in challenging Chinese military 

expansionism. 

o It would also allow the three nations to operate more effectively together undersea 

across the Pacific. 

 Timing of announcement: The announcement of this major pact comes against 

the backdrop of a disastrous withdrawal of American forces from Afghanistan that had 

raised widespread doubts across the Indo-Pacific about the credibility of American 

commitments in the region. 

 Brexit and UK’s projection as global power: Britain aims to play a larger role in the Indo-

Pacific, especially after its exit from the European Union. 

o The Boris Johnson administration is keen on projecting the idea of a ‘Global 

Britain’ as the central narrative of British foreign policy after Brexit, and greater 

engagement in the Indo-Pacific with like-minded nations is a natural corollary to 

that. 

o In July, the UK’s new aircraft carrier, Queen Elizabeth, sailed through the South 

China Sea waters despite denunciations from Beijing. 

 India’s stance: The latest developments are largely favourable from an Indian 

viewpoint and as our focus now shifts to the Quad meeting, it is clear that like-minded 

regional powers are trying to evolve a partnership that will see closer alignment of regional 

policies and actions as well as greater integration of their defence forces. 
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o Alongside India’s stated intent to acquire more nuclear-powered submarines, it will 

amount to a step-change increase in the Quad’s undersea and anti-submarine 

warfare capabilities. 

Conclusion 

The message from Aukus is that while the current churn in the Indo-Pacific may have begun with 

Chinese actions, it is now other regional players that are willing to set new terms of engagement 

with Beijing. They can effectively counter Chinese Aggression and their ‘middle kingdom’ agenda 

alongside the Quad. 

Quad’s expanding agenda affirms a declared intention to promote greater prosperity 

and ensure stability in the Indo-Pacific. But the recent developments bring in 

opportunities and challenges which will test the Quad partners. Examine. (250 words) 

Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: The Hindu 
Why the question: 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi attending the first-ever in-person summit of the four leaders of the 
Quadrilateral Framework (Quad) in the Indo-Pacific on Friday in Washington, in many ways, is the 
highlight of his visit to the U.S., where he will also address the United Nations General Assembly. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the opportunities and challenges for Quad in the light of recent developments. 
Directive word:  
Examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we must investigate the topic (content words) in detail, inspect 
it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so 
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by writing about aims and objectives of Quad. 
Body: 
In the first part, highlight the recent geopolitical developments – withdrawal of U.S from 
Afghanistan, formation of AUKUS etc. 
Mention, the opportunites for Quad – maritime security, cyber security and disaster response to 
connectivity and infrastructure, climate action, vaccine production, student mobility, resilient supply 
chains, combating disinformation and counter-terrorism etc. 
Next, mention the challenges – Free and open Indo-Pacific, Countering COVID-19, formation of 
AUKUS, issue of Quad expansion and Chinese aggression etc. 
Conclusion: 
Write a way forward to overcome the above challenges and realise our collective goals. 
Introduction 

The Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (Quad) of four countries, Japan, the US, Australia and India, 

was formed in 2007 with the initiative coming from Japanese PM Shinzo Abe. It is touted as an 

alliance to contain China’s expansionist policies and aggression in the Indo-Pacific region. The aim of 

the Quad is to support a “free, open and prosperous” Indo-Pacific region that China seeks to 

threaten. 

Body 

Recent geopolitical events and developments 
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 The USA pull from Afghanistan is touted as a move aimed at ending 20 year war and 

concentrating its resources against China and its rise. 

 USA aims to counter the Chinese heft, especially in the Indo-Pacific, through alliance with 

like-minded nations. 

 There has also been some surprise over the emergence last week of the new trilateral, the 

Australia-U.K.-U.S. 

Opportunities and areas for collaboration amongst Quad members 

 Countering BRI: The BRI promises economic security but not human security by providing 

funds to developing countries with a debt trap. 

o Herein, the Quad can play a vital role as it is a group of democratic countries. 

o It should provide a choice to the nations as to where they want to borrow the 

money for development purposes from and also be a part of the supply chain. 

 Conducting patrols: Quad members can frequently venture into South China sea to ensure 

international free and open navigation is upheld. 

 Military exercise: A number of joint naval and air exercises have been undertaken by 

regional countries not only amongst themselves, but also with other powers specially the US 

and the UK. 

o The aim is to practise inter-operability of fighting equipment and manpower against 

a common enemy along with joint tactics and cooperation to meet a common 

military goal. 

o The aim is to send a firm message to China, that its days of expansionism are coming 

to an end. 

 The prime context behind Quad 2.0 is Beijing’s Maritime Silk Road (MSR), which is an 

integral part of China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) under Xi Jinping. 

 Climate change: In particular, the leaders are expected to discuss specific goals to be 

included in their Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs), like NetZero plans for 

carbon emissions, deadlines to end coal usage for thermal power plants and renewable 

energy goals, like India’s plans to build 450 GW of renewable energy capacity by 2030. 

 Critical technologies and resilient supply chains: The Quad also set up a working group on 

critical and emerging-technology “to facilitate cooperation on international standards and 

innovative technologies of the future”. 

o This will involve discussions on ensuring consensus on what kind of 5G networks the 

Quad countries will promote, on data security and free flow, as well as on building 

supply chains that have been destroyed due to the Coronavirus pandemic. 

Challenges confronting the Quad members 

 AUKUS: The Australia-U.K.-U.S. trilateral pact announced on September 16 to 

develop nuclear-powered submarines, may overpower Quad agenda. 
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o To begin with a nuclear pact in the Indo-Pacific, as the AUKUS envisages, is clearly a 

much stronger message to China than the Quad’s strategic statements have been 

thus far, and likely to elicit a stronger reaction. 

o France has called AUKUS a “stab in the back”, recalled its Ambassadors from 

Australia and the U.S., and cancelled a meeting of the India-Australia-

France trilateral planned this week as well. 

 India’s reservations: India is not comfortable with any kind of proliferation, which the 

submarine pact represents. 

 South China Sea: China claims 90% of south China sea as its sovereign territory, continuously 

terrorising Vietnam, Philippines wrt Paracel and Spratly islands. 

Conclusion 

At the March summit, a joint statement issued by the leaders, called the “Spirit of the Quad”, said 

they would promote a “free, open rules-based order, rooted in international law to advance security 

and prosperity and counter threats to both in the Indo-Pacific and beyond.” Above all, the Quad 

summit is expected to show all the four countries as part of a strengthened coalition of “democratic 

polities, market economies and pluralistic societies”. 

Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries on India’s 

interests, Indian Diaspora. 

As India strengthens its relationship with the west, Russia still remains a very crucial 

partner for India. Examine the statement in the light of possibility of imposition of 

Countering America’s Adversaries Through Sanctions Act (CAATSA) on India by the 

U.S. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Tough 
Reference: The Hindu 
Why the question: 
While the possibility of United States’ sanctions looms large once India receives the first set of S-400 
long-range air defence system in a couple of months, India and Russia, which have several other 
deals lined up. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the changing contours of India and Russia relations and the possible impact of 
CAATSA on their defence ties. 
Directive word: 
Examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we must investigate the topic (content words) in detail, inspect 
it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so 
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by giving context regarding CAATSA. 
Body: 
In the first part mention the growing affinity of India and U.S on various aspects especially with an 
emphasis on QUAD. Also, mention the growing relations between Russia and Pakistan. 
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Next, mention how Russia remains a vital partner for India with respect to Defence, Recent 
developments in Afghanistan, Renewable energy, trade, Space, vaccine and other technology etc. 
Elaborate upon defence ties and the possible implications with respect to CAATSA. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward suggesting India has to do what is necessary for India to preserve and 
protect its national security interests. 
Introduction 

As Russia and India both desire a multi-polar world, they are equally important for each other in 

fulfilling each other’s national interests. However, due to the changing geopolitical scenario, Russia 

is growing closer to China and becoming anti-west, while it is vice-versa for India. Despite the 

changing dynamics, Indo-Russia ties have stood the test of times especially in defence sector. 

Body 

Historical ties 

 Even as India is diversifying its defence trade partners, Russia still dominates the Indian 

defence inventory to the tune of about 60 per cent. 

 Russia remains the only partner that is still willing to give India critical technologies, such as 

a nuclear submarine. 

 Russia also reaffirmed its “unwavering support” to India for a permanent seat in an 

expanded UN Security Council. 

 Russia expressed its support for India’s membership of the Nuclear Suppliers Group. 

 Both countries have mutual benefits in supporting struggle against terrorism, Afghanistan, 

climate change; organisations like SCO, BRICS, G-20 and ASEAN. 

Indo-Russia relations: Crucial Significance for India 

 Defence: The relations between India and Russia are one of “Special and Privileged 

Strategic Partnership” and the ongoing military contracts between the two sides will be 

maintained as the defence minister reiterated the same. 

  

o India became the top foreign buyer of US weapons in 2014. Given that the military-

technical ties were historically the bedrock of India and Russia’s relationship, a drop 

in the sector was a clear matter of concern. 

o While in overall terms, Russia remained India’s top supplier of defence items during 

the period 2014-18, the total exports fell by 42 percent between 2014-18 and 2009-

13. 

o Russia still commands 58 percent of total arms imports by India, followed by Israel 

and the US at 15 and 12 percent, respectively. 

 Nuclear: Russia is an important partner in peaceful uses of nuclear energy and it recognizes 

India as a country with advanced nuclear technology with an impeccable non-proliferation 

record. 
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o Kudankulam Nuclear Power Plant (KKNPP) is being built in India with Russian 

cooperation. 

 Maritime corridor: Chennai Vladivostok Maritime Corridor is a sea route covering 

approximately 5,600 nautical miles, or about 10,300 km, aimed at increasing bilateral trade 

between India and Russia. 

 Despite India-China border aggression, be it during Doklam or Galwan clash, Russia never 

once made a statement against India despite their closeness to China. In all fairness, Russia 

would never want to play second fiddle to China. 

 India and Russia are also working on building nuclear plant in Bangladesh. Rooppur nuclear 

plant in Bangladesh will be constructed jointly with help of India. 

 Make in India initiative has welcomed Russian companies from the public and private 

sectors. Russian firms have shown a willingness to invest in India in construction, major 

infrastructure projects such as dedicated freight corridors and industrial clusters, smart 

cities, and engineering services, sharing technologies and skills. 

Possibility of CAATSA sanction over defence ties with Russia 

 Given the nature of India-US relations, it is unlikely that USA will sanction India under 

CAATSA. In a future confrontation for the U.S. with China, India will be playing a key role. 

The U.S. will do their best to attract India in their campaign with China and wouldn’t risk by 

sanctioning India. 

 Moreover, India has upheld its strategic autonomy time and again. It is not bound by 

mandate of USA to do defence deals with other nations. 

 India does not recognise any sanctions other than the UN mandated sanctions. 

 India and Russia have also secured their payment channels to pay for the deals in the 

national currencies in case of possible sanctions. 

 Hence, there is no getting away from Russia in India’s defence matrix for the foreseeable 

future 

Conclusion 

Experts say Russia will continue to remain India’s top defence partner for some time to come while 

the U.S. is unlikely to impose sanctions under the Countering America’s Adversaries Through 

Sanctions Act (CAATSA) over the S-400 deal, given the nature of relations. 

Value addition 

CAATSA 

 CAATSA is a United States federal law that imposed sanctions on Iran, North Korea, and 

Russia. 

 It includes sanctions against countries that engage in significant transactions with Russia’s 

defence and intelligence sectors. 

 India could also face USA sanctions for purchasing the S-400 Triumf missile defense system 

from Russia under the CAATSA. 
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 The USA suspended Turkey from its F-35 aircraft programme and barred it from purchasing 

the jet, following Turkey’s purchase of the S-400 from Russia. 

 The USA President was given the authority in 2018 to waive CAATSA sanctions on a case-by-

case basis. 

What are the threats posed by Space Debris and mention various technologies 

available to remove space debris? Comment the need for a holistic debris mitigation 

protocol. (150 words) 
Reference:  Live Mint 

Introduction 

Space debris is a term for the mass of defunct, artificially created objects in space, most notably in 

Earth orbit. It includes the fragments from their disintegration, erosion and collisions. Sources 

of space debris are dead spacecrafts, spent rocket stages, lost equipment, boosters, weapons etc. 

Space debris has become a pressing issue, with objects in orbit flying out of control, posing a risk to 

satellites and to astronauts. The European Space Agency estimates there are currently 128 million 

pieces of debris smaller than 1cm, about 900,000 pieces of debris 1–10cm in length, and around 

34,000 pieces larger than 10cm in Earth orbit. 

Body 

Various technologies to remove space debris: 

 De-orbiting: 

o It involves pushing this junk out of orbit and into the Earth’s atmosphere where it can burn 

up. 

o The most common approach, is to opt for a controlled re-entry. This solution is quite heavy 

and expensive, as it requires additional fuel. 

 Laser methods 

o The laser broom uses a ground-based laser to ablate the front of the debris, producing a 

rocket-like thrust that slows the object. 

o With continued application, the debris would fall enough to be influenced by atmospheric 

drag. 

o It will burn the space trash. These lasers have been put up in Australia. 

 Remotely controlled vehicles 

o A well-studied solution uses a remotely controlled vehicle to rendezvous with, capture, and 

return debris to a central station. 

o One such system is Space Infrastructure Servicing, a commercially developed refuelling 

depot and service spacecraft for communications satellites in geosynchronous orbit 

originally scheduled for a 2015 launch. 

o The SIS would be able to “push dead satellites into graveyard orbits.” 

 Harpoon 
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o The RemoveDEBRIS mission plan is to test the efficacy of several ADR technologies on mock 

targets in low Earth orbit. 

 Net Capture 

o They pull junk out of orbit using a tether and collect it in a large net. 

 Space Magnet 

o which can attract small pieces of debris and throw it out from Earth’s orbit. 

 Space Bombs 

o which can burn the space junk, without harming any other satellites. 

Need for a holistic debris mitigation protocol: 

 Space is a commons, where any nation’s decision to test an anti-satellite weapon, in the process 

creating gobs of junk, is unpunishable. 

 Space junk is a threat to active satellites, unmanned spacecrafts and spaceships. 

 International space station: Although the ISS uses Whipple shielding to protect itself from minor 

debris, portions (notably its solar panels) cannot be protected easily. 

 There is also the risk, known as the Kessler Syndrome or Kessler Effect, where one piece of debris 

breaks off and hits another so that it becomes a cascade, which could end up polluting an entire 

orbit for satellites. 

 Although most debris burns up in the atmosphere, larger objects can reach the ground intact. 

According to NASA, an average of one catalogued piece of debris has fallen back to Earth each day 

for the past 50 years 

Way forward 

 An old-fashioned bridge-building between spacefaring nations would help. 

 The 1967 Outer Space Treaty, negotiated during an earlier space race with little input from China, is 

badly in need of an update. 

 In particular, provisions that grant countries permanent property rights to their objects in space may 

complicate efforts to clean up debris. 

 Space agencies should fund research into debris-removal technologies—such as those recently 

demonstrated by Astroscale, a Japanese startup, which hold promise— and consider partnerships 

with companies developing them. 

 The US should also seek to expand the Artemis Accords, a framework for space cooperation that 

includes (so far) 11 other countries. 

 As more nations join, debris-mitigation protocols, such as a requirement to specify which country 

has responsibility for end-of-mission planning, should become routine. 
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The global war on terror led by the U.S, failed to achieve its objective and yielded 

mixed results at best. This calls for a new global approach to defeat terrorism. 

Comment. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: The Hindu 
Why the question: 
The 9/11 attacks prompted the U.S. not only to invade landlocked, strategically located Afghanistan 
but also to launch a global war on terror. Yet, the U.S.-led war on terror has yielded no tangible 
results. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the outcomes of U.S led Global war on terror and to argue for a new approach to 
tackle terrorism. 
Directive word:  
Comment– here we must express our knowledge and understanding of the issue and form an overall 
opinion thereupon. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by giving context regarding the global war on terror. 
Body: 
Mention about the U. S’s strategic decision to withdraw its forces from many of the military 
operations site, starting with Afghanistan leading to the victory of terrorist organisations in the 
region, which is the exact cause of launch of such an operation. 
Further discuss on the threat of Taliban-Al Qaeda strengthening through its Haqqani network. Bring 
out the need for a new approach for Counter terrorism measures by continuous monitoring and 
identifying potential threats at the initial stage, leveraging technology, creating global consensus. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by saying that the time is ripe for an international consensus to build up on a robust 
counter terrorism measure in the present context of failure of US led was on global terror. 
Introduction 

On the day the United States marked two decades since the September 11, 2001 terrorist attacks, 

the Taliban triumphantly hoisted their flag over the Afghan presidential palace to start off their new 

regime. The unprecedented 9/11 attacks prompted the U.S. not only to invade landlocked, 

strategically located Afghanistan but also to launch a global war on terror. Yet, the U.S.-led war on 

terror has yielded no tangible results. 

Body 

War on terror led by US failed to achieve objective 

 The US-led invasion of Afghanistan toppled the Taliban and degraded the capabilities of Al-

Qaeda, but it did nothing to eradicate the causes of violent Islamic extremism at its roots. 

 The nature of the threat has transformed since 9/11 when jihadist terror essentially meant Al-

Qaeda. But since then, IS emerged and various branches pledging allegiance to IS or Al-Qaeda. 

 The geographic spread of the jihadist threat has also changed. The groups were limited to the 

Middle East but they are now also common throughout Africa, most of the Arab world as well as in 

South and Southeast Asia. 
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 The US has shifted its priorities from countering terrorist groups overseas to dealing with 

the Chinese first. The rhetoric is proven correct that, USA does not lose war, it only loses interest. 

 Idea of rebuilding societies: The withdrawal is a tacit admission that the idea once shared by 

conservatives, liberals and foreign policy elites, including Biden himself — that the U.S. could use 

force to destroy other societies and then rebuild them in America’s image — had proved a failure. 

 Critique of pre-emptive war on Iraq: A major criticism levelled at this justification is that it does not 

fulfil one of the requirements of a just war and that in waging war pre-emptively, the United States 

undermined international law and the authority of the United Nations, particularly the United 

Nations Security Council. 

 Morale of Afghan army hit: Afghan army was sustained upon aids and funds from USA and most 

importantly air support. When air support ended, Taliban onslaught could not be resisted and 

demoralised army surrendered. 

New global approach to defeat terrorism 

 Despite the public’s rejection of “forever wars,” the U.S. will need to maintain military pressure on 

radical networks. 

o The biggest challenge is in Afghanistan, where the Taliban’s return to power could once 

again make the country a haven for violent extremists. 

o Without troops and diplomatic personnel on the ground, the U.S. should increase 

investments in satellite and reconnaissance capabilities to improve the accuracy of drone 

strikes. 

 Nations should seek intelligence-sharing agreements with Afghanistan’s neighbours. 

 The counterterrorism agencies should explore the possibility of limited cooperation with the new 

Afghan regime to target Islamic State Khorasan, a rival of the Taliban and al-Qaeda. 

 Collective action against safe havens: UNSC must sanction nations such as Pakistan which are safe 

havens for terrorists. Designated terrorists still find sanctuary in Pakistan and this can be dismantled 

only when the larger nations under UN collectively punish such nations. 

Conclusion 

The 20th anniversary of 9/11 should have been an occasion to reflect on the forgotten lessons of 

those attacks, including the importance of not coddling terrorism-supporting regimes. With the 

global war on terror having gone off the rails, the anniversary was also a reminder of the imperative 

to build a new international consensus to help drain the terrorism-breeding swamps. It is not too 

late for western powers to absorb the lessons from national policies that gave rise to Frankenstein’s 

monsters.  

An India-United Kingdom Free Trade Agreement (FTA) can unlock new opportunities 

in trade and bring together people, ideas, and institutions that share a common 

history. Examine. (250 words) 

Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: The Hindu 
Why the question: 
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Formal negotiations for a proposed India-United Kingdom Free Trade Agreement (FTA) would begin 
on November 1, with an interim ‘early harvest’ agreement to be completed by March 2022, the 
government stated. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the advantages of FTA for India-U.K while taking in to account potential bottlenecks. 
Directive word:  
Examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we must investigate the topic (content words) in detail, inspect 
it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so 
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by writing about FTA in the context of India-U.K relations. 
Body: 
In first part, give the historical ties between the two nations in brief and current status of bilateral 
relations. 
Next, write about potential benefits of FTA for both the countries especially in aftermath of the 
disruptions caused by Brexit and Covid-19 pandemic. Mention trade, diaspora, collaboration etc. 
Mention, the potential bottlenecks such as non-tariff barriers, IP protection and Tariff’s etc. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward for the potential realisation of the FTA. 
Introduction 

India-UK are eyeing for a Free Trade agreement and the formal negotiations would begin 

on November 1, with an interim ‘early harvest’ agreement to be completed by March 2022. The 

interim trade pact would involve early tariff or market access concessions on certain key high 

priority products and services. 

Body 

India-UK trade ties 

 India has had strong historical ties with the U.K. and currently, it is one of India’s most 

important trading partners. 

 It is a significant partner of India as an FDI investor after Mauritius and Singapore which 

ranked second and first respectively. 

 The UK is a permanent member of the UN Security Council, and one of the strategic 

partners of India. Strengthening bonds with the trade would seek UKs support at global 

issues like standoff with China in the Ladakh sector of the Line of Actual Control (LAC) and 

claim for permanent seat at UNSC. 

 The UK has been pushing India for a bilateral trading arrangement ever since it voted to 

leave the European Union (EU) in June 2016 and left finally in January 2020. 

 India opted out of the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership deal in November 

2019. Therefore, there is renewed focus on trade deals with the US, the European Union and 

the UK, which are key markets for Indian exporters and are keen to diversify their sourcing. 

Unlocking new opportunities through India-UK FTA 

 The total trade between India and the UK is currently around $33 billion per year, including 

$15 billion worth of trade in goods and the rest in services. 
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 Leveraging India’s trade surplus: The UK is amongst India’s top ten exporting destinations 

while India is UK’s sixth-largest non-EU trading partner. 

o The UK is one of the few large economies with which India has a trade surplus 

 Export advantage: India’s major exports to the UK include clothing, pharmaceuticals, refined 

oil and metal manufactures. 

 Trade complementarity: The UK’s key exports to India comprise metal ores, non-ferrous 

metals, electrical goods and general industrial machinery. Overall, the trading patterns 

between the two countries show a high degree of complementarity, with India’s export 

basket having a high match with UK’s import basket, and vice-versa. 

 FDI inflow: FDI inflows from the UK to India have also grown steadily, with the UK being the 

sixth largest source of FDI in India since 2000. 

 Untapped potential areas: The two countries would also aim to reduce tariff and non-tariff 

barriers that are holding up trade potential between the two economies. According to the 

International Trade Centre (ITC), the Indian products with greatest export potential are 

jewellery (of precious metals), diamonds and medicaments. The UK products with the 

highest export potential include turbojets, whiskies, and airplane/helicopter parts. 

Conclusion 

For India, this is an opportunity to showcase itself as an alternative trading partner to China in a 

post-covid world. It also helps India demonstrate its commitment towards freer trade without much 

risk of incurring large trade deficits.  

The signing of Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA) can be the 

peak in the ever-growing strategic relations between India and the United Arab 

Emirates and bring in mutual benefits to both the countries. Comment. (250 words) 

Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: Economic Times 
Why the question: 
India and the United Arab Emirates on Wednesday announced the launch of the negotiations for a 
mutually beneficial Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA) with the aim to end 
talks by the end of this year and sign a formal agreement in March next year. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about how CEPA can benefits India and UAE while bring the countries strategically closer. 
Directive word:  
Comment– here we must express our knowledge and understanding of the issue and form an overall 
opinion thereupon. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by giving context launch of the negotiations for a mutually beneficial Comprehensive Economic 
Partnership Agreement (CEPA) between India and UAE. 
Body: 
In the first part, in brief, giving a account of tries between India-U.A.E till recent times. (You can make 
use of a flow chart for better presentation). 
Next, describe the proposed CEPA – how it will benefit both India and U.A.E in terms of trade, 
investments, technology, infrastructure and etc labour. 
Bring out the strategic implications of signing of CEPA and any potential bottlenecks in signing it. 
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Conclusion: 
Conclude with a way forward for realisation of a mutually beneficial CEPA. 
Introduction 

India and the United Arab Emirates announced the launch of the negotiations for a mutually 

beneficial Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA) with the aim to end talks by the 

end of this year and sign a formal agreement in March next year. 

The pact is expected to increase bilateral trade in goods to $100 billion within five years of the 

signed agreement and that in services to $15 billion but that projection is now being reassessed. 

Body 

India-UAE trade ties 

 The UAE is currently India’s third-largest trading partner with bilateral trade in FY20 at $59 

billion. 

 It is also India’s second-largest export destination after the US, with exports valued at $29 

billion in FY20. 

 India was the UAE’s second-largest trading partner in 2019, with bilateral non-oil trade 

valued at $41 billion. 

 The UAE is the eighth-largest investor in India, having invested USD 11 billion between April 

2000 and March 2021, while investment by Indian companies in the UAE is estimated to be 

over USD 85 billion. 

 India’s major exports to the UAE include petroleum products, precious metals, stones, gems 

and jewellery, minerals, food items such as cereals, sugar, fruits and vegetables, tea, meat, 

and seafood, textiles, engineering and machinery products, and chemicals. 

 India’s top imports from the UAE include petroleum and petroleum products, precious 

metals, stones, gems and jewellery, minerals, chemicals and wood and wood products. India 

imported USD 10.9 billion of crude oil from the UAE in 2019-2020 

Proposed CEPA and benefits to India-UAE 

 CEPA will create new jobs, raise living standards, and provide wider social and economic 

opportunities in both nations. 

 A new strategic economic agreement is expected to increase bilateral trade in goods to USD 

100 billion within five years of the signed agreement and increase trade in services to USD 

15 billion. 

 Mutual Recognition Agreement of testing labs, customs facilitation, data exchange and 

investment pacts are the other benefits that India is eyeing through the pact. 

 This will be a beneficial pact especially for India’s asset monetisation plans as investment 

from UAE will get priority and they will get comfort and confidence 

 UAE’s strategic location, trade with Africa and its various trade pacts can help India 

become part of that supply chain especially in handlooms, handicrafts and pharma. 

Conclusion 
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A trade deal, if worked out between both nations, will be the first of the bunch of trade agreements 

that India aims to ink with other developed nations over the next few months. Reaffirming their 

commitment to working together, both Ministers agreed to strengthen the rules-based, transparent, 

non-discriminatory, open, and inclusive multilateral trading system embodied by the World Trade 

Organization. They also agreed to work towards a balanced and inclusive outcome at the 12th WTO 

Ministerial Conference (MC12) in Geneva. 

Value Addition 

 It is a kind of free trade pact which covers negotiation on the trade in services and 

investment, and other areas of economic partnership. It may even consider negotiation on 

areas such as trade facilitation and customs cooperation, competition, and Intellectual 

Property Rights. 

 Partnership agreements or cooperation agreements are more comprehensive than Free 

Trade Agreements. 

 CEPA also looks into the regulatory aspect of trade and encompasses an agreement covering 

the regulatory issues. 

 India has signed CEPAs with South Korea and Japan. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia


INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 

 
 

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia  Page 121 

 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia

	Indian Constitution- historical underpinnings, evolution, features, amendments, significant provisions and basic structure.
	The recent appointment of nine judges to the Supreme Court is a welcome step as it reduces vacancies. However, further steps are needed to reduce pendency of cases. Elaborate. (150 words)
	The local bodies in India must aspire to move towards smart and inclusive governance while promoting transparency and efficiency. Discuss the steps that needed to be taken in this regard. (250 words)
	Critical and dissenting voices are important for a vibrant democracy. However, care must be taken to prevent hate speech which is inimical to public order. Evaluate the legal Provisions to deal with hate speech. Are they sufficient? (250 words)

	Parliament and State Legislatures – structure, functioning, conduct of business, powers & privileges and issues arising out of these.
	In the parliament, debates, discussions and deliberations on important issues facing the country, are the cornerstone of parliamentary democracy. In the light of the statement, evaluate the legislative process in India and suggest steps to make it mor...
	There cannot be real political equality without some measure of economic equality, because a society with great concentrations of poor people cannot be prosperous. Analyse. (150 words)
	Standing committees form an integral part of Parliament’s role in the debate. But off late their role has been diminishing and this calls for an introspection, in order to utilise the full potential of these ‘mini-Parliaments’ as a deliberative and co...

	Structure, organization and functioning of the Executive and the Judiciary—Ministries and Departments of the Government
	Improving the representation of women in the judiciary can ensure a more balanced and empathetic approach towards justice especially in cases involving sexual violence. Discuss. (250 words)
	A major area of concern has been the number of pending cases in the courts which not only hampers justice delivery but also has economic costs. Analyse the causes for huge pendency of cases and suggest measures to reduce the burden. (250 words)
	Judiciary, as the guardian of Rule of Law, is entrusted with the extraordinary power to punish misconduct aimed at undermining its authority or bringing the institution into disrepute, whether outside or inside the courts. Comment. (250 words)

	Appointment to various Constitutional posts, powers, functions and responsibilities of various Constitutional Bodies.
	What are the roles and responsibilities of the speaker of Lok Sabha? How is the Deputy Speaker of Lok Sabha elected? The office of the Deputy Speaker is not a ceremonious post but a constitutionally mandated one. Comment on its importance. (250 words)
	The aim of establishing Tribunals in India was expected to serve a double purpose of speedy and cost-effective justice. Critically examine the performance of tribunals in India. (250 words)

	Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and issues arising out of their design and implementation.
	Samagra Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA) 2.0 has been revamped by aligning it with the Sustainable Development Goal for Education (SDG-4) and the recommendations of NEP which will focus on quality education in an equitable environment. Discuss. (250 words)
	What is Biofortification? Examine the potential of Biofortification with respect to India’s push towards achieving targets of Sustainable Development Goal-2 (SDG-2). (150 words, 10 marks)
	Explain the concept of Social Stock Exchange and its implications on the civil society. Assess the factors to be taken into consideration to make this novel concept a success in India. (150 words)
	What are the drawbacks of reserving cadre posts for certain particular civil services? Examine its impact on administration of India (150 words, 10 marks)
	The E-Shram portal can become the means of ensuring targeted welfare schemes aimed at the informal sector but further steps are required to truly address the issues of unorganised workers. Analyse (150 words, 10 marks)
	The data governance proposals of India must be evaluated from a gender lens to further ease the usage of Internet and Social Media for women. Discuss. (250 words)
	Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission is the coming together of technological initiatives to enhance high quality healthcare across the nations. Analyse its potential and limitations to achieve interoperability within the digital health ecosystem. (250 words)

	Development processes and the development industry —the role of NGOs, SHGs, various groups and associations, donors, charities, institutional and other stakeholders.
	Implementation of e-governance in local governments will not only improve service delivery at the local level but also takes us a step closer towards achieving broader socio-economic goals. Elaborate. (150 words, 10 marks)

	Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and States and the performance of these schemes; mechanisms, laws, institutions and Bodies constituted for the protection and betterment of these vulnerable sections.
	The E-Shram portal can become the means of ensuring targeted welfare schemes aimed at the informal sector but further steps are required to truly address the issues of unorganised workers. Analyse. (250 words)
	Why is India so prone to crimes against women? The government must rethink its policies and better coordinate its efforts to make safer spaces for women. Analyse. (250 words)
	Although E-Shram is a vital system to provide hitherto invisible workers much-needed visibility, it is fraught with impediments which can hinder the welfare measures. Analyse. (250 words)
	For achieving a welfare state, it is a constitutional obligation to uplift the weaker sections of the society. In the light of the statement, is caste census vital for taking necessary steps to achieve social equity? Critically analyse. (250 words)

	Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services relating to Health, Education, Human Resources.
	The provision of safe water and sanitation coupled with improvements in hygiene initiatives (WASH) can contribute significantly to ameliorating nutritional challenges and to improve health outcomes. Explain. (250 words)
	There is no doubt improvement in population control measures and reproductive health of women across the country but efforts are still needed to identify and address the multidimensional aspects of women’s health outcomes. Discuss. (250 words)

	Role of civil services in a democracy.
	What are the drawbacks of reserving cadre posts for certain particular civil services? Examine its impact on administration of India. (250 words)

	Issues relating to poverty and hunger.
	What is Biofortification? Examine the potential of Biofortification with respect to India’s push towards achieving targets of Sustainable Development Goal-2 (SDG-2). (250 words)
	What is food poverty? Critically examine the measures taken by the government to address food poverty in India. (250 words)
	POSHAN Abhiyaan 2.0 has created an enabling atmosphere to tackle hunger and malnutrition. However, its needs to account for the new realities in the covid times to make India malnutrition free. Examine. (250 words)

	Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability, e-governance- applications, models, successes, limitations, and potential; citizens charters, transparency & accountability and institutional and other measures.
	The local bodies in India must aspire to move towards smart and inclusive governance while promoting transparency and efficiency. Discuss the steps that needed to be taken in this regard. (250 words)
	Implementation of e-governance in local governments will not only improve service delivery at the local level but also takes us a step closer towards achieving broader socio-economic goals. Elaborate. (250 words)

	India and its neighborhood- relations.
	The economic emergency in Sri Lanka is a challenge as well as an opportunity for India to improve bilateral relations with the island nation. Comment. (250 words)
	The Afghan crisis can be a fatal blow to an already moribund SAARC. Do you think India should consider an alternative approach to augment south Asian cooperation sans Pakistan and Afghanistan? Comment.  (250 words)

	Important International institutions, agencies and fora- their structure, mandate.
	There exists an opportunity for India to be an advocate of reforms and a proponent of international law during its stint as the non-permanent member of United Nations Security Council (UNSC). Examine. (250 words)
	The geopolitical changes in Afghanistan place the ‘new great game’ in a precarious position and India must act quickly to secure its interests. Discuss. (250 words)
	The global war on terror led by the U.S, failed to achieve its objective and yielded mixed results at best. This calls for a new global approach to defeat terrorism. Comment. (150 words, 10 marks)
	Outer space is becoming an extension of the terrestrial geopolitical competition. Interventions led by U.N Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space are urgently needed, so that domain of space is used only for peaceful purposes. Examine (250 words)

	Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or affecting India’s interests.
	The future of SAARC remains bleak but it is in India’s interests to take the lead and work collectively towards a secure and prosperous South Asia. Critically Analyse. (250 words)
	Climate Action and Finance Mobilization Dialogue (CAFMD) aims to advance inclusive and resilient economic development but there is much more potential in Indo-U.S bilateral relations for both to emerge as global leaders in the climate action and clean...
	The AUKUS pact will complement the regional security architecture in the Indo-Pacific but has ramifications extending far beyond it. Analyse. (250 words)
	Quad’s expanding agenda affirms a declared intention to promote greater prosperity and ensure stability in the Indo-Pacific. But the recent developments bring in opportunities and challenges which will test the Quad partners. Examine. (250 words)

	Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries on India’s interests, Indian Diaspora.
	As India strengthens its relationship with the west, Russia still remains a very crucial partner for India. Examine the statement in the light of possibility of imposition of Countering America’s Adversaries Through Sanctions Act (CAATSA) on India by ...
	What are the threats posed by Space Debris and mention various technologies available to remove space debris? Comment the need for a holistic debris mitigation protocol. (150 words)
	The global war on terror led by the U.S, failed to achieve its objective and yielded mixed results at best. This calls for a new global approach to defeat terrorism. Comment. (250 words)
	An India-United Kingdom Free Trade Agreement (FTA) can unlock new opportunities in trade and bring together people, ideas, and institutions that share a common history. Examine. (250 words)
	The signing of Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA) can be the peak in the ever-growing strategic relations between India and the United Arab Emirates and bring in mutual benefits to both the countries. Comment. (250 words)


