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Modern Indian history from about the middle of the eighteenth century until the 

present- significant events, personalities, issues. 

Bose was of the view that social reforms and the movement for national freedom in 

India were inextricably related. Elaborate on the Bose’s concept of freedom. (250 

words) 
Difficulty level: Easy 
Reference: Chapter 35- India’s Struggle for Independence by Bipan Chandra. 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Directive word: To write about how Bose’s freedom was an holistic concept of political as well as 
socio-economic freedoms. 
Elaborate – Give a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the context. You must 
be defining key terms wherever appropriate and substantiate with relevant associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by writing the brief overview of the personality of Subhas Chandra Bose. 
Body: 
Mention the detailed definition of freedom according to Bose which was not merely seen from the 
perspective of getting rid of the British, but to have freedom on various levels such as individual, 
social, freedom across caste, class, gender etc which gave way to the idea of a reformed society free 
of inequality, communalism etc. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by mentioning that Bose linked his political philosophy and ideals of socialism for a glorious 
Independent India and how they were incorporated in our constitution. 
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Introduction 

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose was an Indian nationalist, whose defiant patriotism made him a hero in 

India. Bose viewed freedom not only in terms of political self-rule but also freedom from socio-

economic inequalities, casteism, intolerance etc. Bose held steadfast to a vision of large scale 

industrialisation and a politics devoid of irrationality and religiosity. 

Body 

Bose’s concept of freedom: 

 Bose’s fight was not only for political freedom but also social and economic freedom. Thus, 

he was strongly of the opinion that Social reforms and national freedom movement were 

inextricably related. 

 He worked with this vision and it is clearly seen in his ideas and activities during the Indian 

national movement. 

 He believed that basic education should be grounded in one’s own national and cultural 

context, which would then prepare students for higher education in a wider international 

environment. 

 He had been a strong proponent of socialist reconstruction of the nation. He stood 

for increased national production and equitable social distribution. 

 He strongly emphasised on Panchayati Raj Institutions, radical land reforms, cheap credit 

to the peasant and likewise development of social forestry and cultivation .This shows his 

determination of creating a modern and a socialist state based on economic regeneration to 

improve the lot of millions of down trodden masses. 

 Tolerance of differences in terms of ethnicity, caste, gender, religion is the ultimate sign of 

maturity for a people and a nation. How Hindus, Muslims, Sikhs and Christians could all unite 

under one banner and one slogan – Unity, Faith and Sacrifice. 

 He wanted different communities in the country to enjoy basic human rights, good health, 

literacy, decent employment, and live together in peace and harmony. 

 The creative spirit must set to work the social, religious and commercial life. 

 Society must be purged of narrowness and inequality. 

 His vision of religion was one which is free from bigotry and superstition. 

 He wanted the Indian business community must grow into a healthy self-conscious and 

public-spirited body corporate. 

 To promote gender parity, he himself led by example by creating Rani Jhansi regiment in his 

army. 

 In the domain of culture, according to Bose, India needed more genuine poets, painters, 

sculptors, historians, philosophers, economists imbued with the spirit of scientific research 

and endowed with a real creative talent. 

Conclusion 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2021/01/01/subhash-chandra-bose/


INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 

   

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips  Page 10 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia 

Bose’s socialism and patriotism is respected even today as he created a sense of enthusiasm, made 

women participated in the Indian national army ,tried to make India a true place for all castes and 

classes. His vision of equity and justice remain exemplary and profound till date and in the times to 

come. 

Despite the fact that the revolt of 1857 failed, it gave a severe jolt to the British 

administration in India. The structure and policies of the British were re-established 

and drastically changed. Explain. (250 words) 

Difficulty level: Easy 
Reference: Chapter 1- India’s Struggle for Independence by Bipan Chandra. 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the impact created by the revolt of 1857. 
Directive word:  
Explain – Clarify the topic by giving a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the 
context. You must be defining key terms wherever appropriate and substantiate with relevant 
associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Start by briefly mentioning how the 1857 uprising was successfully quelled by the British. 
Body: 
Mention the various re-alignment policies in administration such a British crown taking over control 
from EIC, Military strengthening, Transfer of Power, Divide and Rule, New Policy Towards the 
Princess, Search for New allies etc brought by the British as a way to avoid any such future uprising. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by mentioning that although the British succeeded in overpowering the Uprising, it proved 
to be the beginning of resistance from the people of India. 
Introduction 

The  Revolt  of  1857  has  been  hailed  as  the watershed in  the  colonial  history  of  British  India. It 

was  suppressed by the British Government in India by the end of 1859 through their superior 

means and due  to the drawbacks of the rebels., However, the revolt of 1857 marks a turning point 

in the history of India. It led to far-reaching changes in the system of administration and the policies 

of the British government. 

Body 

Various re-alignment policies in administration of the British after 1857 revolt: 

 Transfer of  power  from  the  East  India  Company  to  the British Crown: 

 The transfer  of political  and  administrative power  from  the East India Company to the 

British crown was achieved through the Act  for  the  better  Government  of  India, 

 Under this  Act  India would be governed directly by the crown acting through a 

Secretary of      He   was   made   directly   responsible   to   the   British Parliament. 

 The Queens Proclamation, 1858: 

o Queen Victoria  issued  a  proclamation which announced the acquisition of the Indian 

administration by the British crown. 
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o Its aim was to tell the  Indian  people  about  the  end  of  the  rule  of the  East  India 

Company  and  the  assumption  of  the administration  of  India by  the British 

o According to it, the people of India would enjoy and they would be treated at par with 

the subjects of the British Crown. 

 Non-interference in internal affairs: 

o The native  princes  were  assured  that  all  treaties 

and  engagements  made  by  the  East  India  Company  with  them would  be 

o They were  further  assured  that  their  rights, 

dignity  and  honor  would  be  respected  and  the  British  Government would not 

interfere in their internal affairs 

 Home Government for India: 

o The Act for the better  Government  of  India was passed in  August 1858. 

o Under the  Act, the  power  of 

the  Crown  were  to  be  exercised  by  the  Home  Government  in 

England  consisting  of  the  secretary  of  state  for  India,  assisted  by the Indian 

Council. 

o It laid  the  foundation  of  a  new British policy in India for a period of about sixty 

years 

 Reorganisation of the Indian Army: 

o Two important changes  were  One  relating  to  the  proportion between the 

English and Indian Army and the other relating to the 

Future  organisation  of  the  forces. 

o The British element  in  the  Indian  army  was  strengthened  in  order  to  ensure 

loyalty  and 

 The Policy of Annexation was Given Up: 

o The British government gave 

up  the  doctrine  of  lapse  and  guaranteed  the  integrity  of  the Indian states by 

duly recognising the 

o The right of adoption by the native princes was duly recognised. 

 Freedom of religion and equal treatment guaranteed: 

o The proclamation  assured  freedom  of  religion  to  the  people of India and the 

British officials would not interfere in such matters. 

o The proclamation  assured  that  while framing and administering law, due respect 

would be shown to the ancient Indian rights, usages and customs. 

o Equal and impartial protection of law was promised to all Indians. 

Conclusion 
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                However, the revolt also led to few negative effects from British such as the divide and rule 

policy, increase in the racial animosity against Indians, setback to the social reforms, rift between the 

Hindus and Muslims and territorial conquest was replaced by Economic drain. Even 

then  it  started  the  new  era  in  the  history  of  India  and  the  British Imperialism. 

Value addition: 

There were many causes which led to the collapse of this mighty rebellion. 

 Narrow territorial base: The revolt of 1857 had limited territorial spread. It was not 

widespread and remained confined to North and Central India only. Even in the north, 

Kashmir, Punjab, Sind and Rajputana kept away from the rebels. 

 Lack of leadership: No national leader emerged to coordinate the movement and give it 

purpose and direction. Rani Lakshmi Bai, Tantya Tope and Nana Saheb were courageous but 

were not good military generals. 

 Infights: Their leaders were suspicious and jealous of each other and often indulged in petty 

quarrels. The Begam of Awadh, for example, quarrelled with Maulvi Ahmdullah, and the 

Mughal princes with the sepoy-generals. Thus, selfishness and narrow perspective of the 

leaders suppressed the strength of the revolt and prevented its consolidation. 

 No concept of Modern nationalism: There were diverse elements among the rebels with 

different ideology, plan and motive. Most of the leaders of the revolt were fighting for 

personal gains and lack a coherent idea for modern India. Modern nationalism had not yet 

evolved in India. In fact, it was a concept unknown to the people. 

 Lack of unified vision and ideology: They had no forward-looking plan in mind. The 

prominent leaders of rebellion like Nana Saheb, Begum of Awadh, Rani of Jhansi, etc., did not 

possess any unified programme. For example, Rani Lakshmi Bai fought to regain Jhansi, 

which she had lost as a result of the British policy of Doctrine of lapse while Nana Saheb and 

Tantya Tope tried to re-establish the Maratha power. 

 Lack of unity: No broad-based unity emerged among the Indian people during the rebel. 

While sepoys of the Bengal army were revolting, some soldiers in Punjab fought on the side 

of the British to crush these rebellions. 

 Fissures in the society: The modern educated Indians also did not support the revolt because, 

in their view, the revolt was backwards-looking. They believed mistakenly that the British 

would lead the country towards modernisation. 

 Lack of proper arms and equipment: The rebels were short of weapons and finances. 

Whatever few weapons existed, were old and outdated. In many areas, rebels fought with 

swords and spears which were no match for the sophisticated and modern weapons of the 

British. 

Trace the development of Education in India under the Colonial rule. Discuss the 

impact   of introducing modern education in India by the British. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: Chapter 30 – A Brief History of Modern India by Rajiv Ahir (Spectrum Publishers) 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1. 
Key Demand of the question: 
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To write about the evolution of education in India under the colonial rule and its impact. 
Directive word:  
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you must debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You must give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by mentioning the Macaulay’s minute setting the stage for introduction of education system by 
the British in India. 
Body: 
Trace the evolution of education system in British India – orientalist v/s anglicist debate, setting up of 
Universities, Hunter Commission report, education system during the period of Diarchy rule, evolution 
of primary and higher education etc. You can make use of a flow chart for better presentation. 
Write about the both positive and negative impacts of introduction of modern education in India. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by mentioning the contribution of modern education in rise of nationalism in India. 
Introduction 

Although the beginning of changes in field of Education was done by Charter Act of 1813, 

the Macaulay’s Minute in 1835 set the tone for British Education in India. In a nutshell, the 

Education in India under the Colonial rule was driven by Downward filtration theory. 

Body 

Evolution of the development of Education in India under the Colonial rule 

 Charter Act of 1813 

o The Charter Act incorporated the principle of encouraging learned Indians and 

promoting the knowledge of modern sciences in the country. 

o The Act directed the Company to spend the sum of one lakh of rupees for the purpose. 

o But even this petty amount was not made available by the Company authorities till 

1823. 

 Oriental- Anglicist conundrum 

o For years a great controversy raged in the country on the question of the direction that 

this expenditure should take. 

o While one section of opinion wanted it to be spent exclusively for the promotion of 

modern Western studies, others desired that, while Western sciences and literature 

should be taught to prepare students to take up jobs, emphasis should be placed on the 

expansion of traditional Indian learning. 

o Even among those who wanted to spread Western learning, differences arose on 

the question of the medium of instruction to be adopted in modern schools and 

colleges. 

o Some recommended the use of Indian languages, called vernaculars at the time, for the 

purpose, while others advocated the use of English. 

 Lord Macaulay’s minute 
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o Lord Macaulay, who was the Law Member of the Governor-General’s Council, argued in 

a famous minute that Indian languages were not sufficiently developed to serve the 

purpose, and that “Oriental learning was completely inferior to European learning”. 

o The government soon made English as the medium of instruction in its schools and 

colleges and opened a few English schools and colleges instead of a large number of 

elementary schools, thus neglecting mass education. 

o Since the allocated funds could educate only a handful of Indians, it was decided to 

spend the money in educating a few persons from the upper and middle classes who 

were expected to assume the task of educating the masses and spreading modern ideas 

among them. 

 Wood’s Despatch,1854 

o Considered the “Magna Carta of English Education in India”, it was the first 

comprehensive plan for the spread of education in India. 

o It asked the government of India to assume responsibility for education of the masses, 

thus repudiating the ‘downward filtration theory’, at least on paper 

o It recommended English as the medium of instruction for higher studies and 

vernaculars at school level and laid stress on female and vocational education, and on 

teachers’ training. 

o It laid down that the education imparted in government institutions should 

be secular and recommended a system of grants-in-aid to encourage private enterprise 

 Hunter Education Commission (1882-83) 

o Earlier schemes had neglected primary and secondary education. 

o The Hunter Commission mostly confined its recommendations to primary and secondary 

education. 

 Indian Universities Act, 1904 

o In 1902, Raleigh Commission was set up to go into conditions and prospects of 

universities in India and to suggest measures for improvement in their constitution and 

working. 

o The commission precluded from reporting on primary or secondary education. 

o Based on its recommendations, the Indian Universities Act was passed in 1904. 

 Government Resolution on Education Policy, 1913 

o In its 1913 Resolution on Education Policy, the government refused to take up the 

responsibility of compulsory education. 

o However, it accepted the policy of removal of illiteracy and urged provincial 

governments to take early steps to provide free elementary education to the poorer and 

more backward sections. 

 Saddler University Commission (1917-19) 
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o The commission was set up to study and report on problems of Calcutta University. 

o It held the view that, for the improvement of university education, improvement of 

secondary education was a necessary pre-condition. 

 Education Under Dyarchy 

o Under Montagu-Chelmsford reforms education was shifted to provincial ministries and 

the government stopped taking direct interest in educational matters, while government 

grants, liberally sanctioned since 1902, were now stopped. 

 Hartog Committee, 1929 

o The Hartog Committee was set up to report on development of education. 

o It emphasised on primary education but there need be no hasty expansion or 

compulsion in education. 

 Sergeant Plan of Education, 1944 

o It recommended for pre-primary education for 3-6 years age group; free, universal and 

compulsory elementary education for 6-11 years age group; high school education for 

11- 17 years age group for selected children, and a university course of 3 years after 

higher secondary 

o liquidation of adult illiteracy in 20 years and stressed on teachers’ training, physical 

education, education for the physically and mentally handicapped. 

The impact of introducing modern education in India by the British 

Positive impacts: 

 Indians could develop modernity, secularism, democratic attitudes and rationality along with 

Nationalistic ideals. 

 The impetus was received for the local literature and languages. This facilitated unity in thinking 

process among the educated class. 

 Periodicals started emerging which scrutinized the policies and working of the government 

which in turn enabled the Indians to have critical opinions on various issues. 

 New social and religious reformation movements 

 The thoughts of thinkers like S. Mill, Rousseau and Montesquieu brought fresh thinking in the 

mind of educated youth of India. 

 The advancements in education brought by the British have actually led to the shaping of the 

current education system in place and also has helped change the approach and outlook of 

Indians over the years. 

Negative impacts: 

 It created a division between English educated Indians and the rest of Indians . 

 Technology and  natural  science  were  neglected  and  without  such  knowledge  the 

intellectual advancement as well as economic development of a country was hampered 
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 The basic purpose 

of  the  education  policy  was  inseparable  from  the  political  interests  of  the colonial 

government. 

 Indigenous literature and thought were ignored. 

 British textbooks glorified the British Administration and philosophy. 

Conclusion 

The British did loot India of its wealth but they also did bring various technical advancements 

to the Indian society. The education system before the British was more religion based and the 

society was full of evils and superstitions. The British brought a rather modern and logic-based 

education system that led to the evolution in the thinking of the people and helped ban a lot of 

social evils in India. 

Raja Ram Mohan Roy is considered as the “father of Modern India”. Discuss his 

contributions in making India progressive and rational which set our country on a path 

of modernity. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Easy 
Reference: Chapter 9 – A Brief History of Modern India by Rajiv Ahir (Spectrum Publishers) 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the contributions of Raja Ram Mohan Roy. 
Directive word:  
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you must debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You must give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Give a brief intro into the personality of Rajaram Mohan Roy and how western education influenced 
his perspective on Indian society 
Body: 
Mention the reforms brought in by Rajaram Mohan Roy such as Reinterpreting Hinduism, his mix of 
modernism with tradition, on caste and Women’s rights, on sati system, on political liberalism etc. 
Write about his various measures he took to achieve the above. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by saying his legacy makes him rightly been called as father of Modern India. 
Introduction 

Rammohun Roy is considered as a pioneer figure in Indian Renaissance. He was a multifaceted 

social, religious and educational reformer, renowned for his pioneering role in opposing practices 

like Sati, child marriage and social divisions and for advocating education. His elements of 

modernity and nonconformism to regressive traditions earned him the sobriquet as “father of 

Modern India”. 

Body 

Raja Ram Mohan Roy’s contributions in making India progressive and rational: 

 Social reforms: 
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 The abolition of the brutal and inhuman Sati Pratha was his most prominent effort towards 

reforming Indian society. 

 His efforts were also instrumental in eradicating the purdah system and child marriage. 

 He advocated widow remarriage and education of women. 

 Raja Ram Mohan Roy’s name is thus etched forever as a true benefactor of women not just 

for helping abolish the custom of Sati, but also raising his voice against child marriage and 

polygamy, while demanding equal inheritance rights for women. 

 He was also a great opponent of the rigid caste divisions of his time. 

 Educational: 

 He paved the way to revolutionizing education system in India by establishing Hindu 

College in 1817 along with David Hare. 

 Hindu College later went on to become one of the best educational institutions in the 

country producing some of the best minds in India. 

 His efforts to combine true to the roots theological doctrines along with modern rational 

lessons saw him establish the Anglo-Vedic School in 1822 followed by the Vedanta 

College in 1826. 

 Philosophical: 

 In 1828, Ram Mohan Roy formed the Brahmo Samaj, uniting the Brahmos in Calcutta, a 

group of people, who had no faith in idol-worship and were against the caste restrictions. 

 He looked back to a tradition in search of monotheism, and looked forward to a sort of 

Protestant reformation within the Hindu milieu. 

 He implied that every religion has a philosophical core, and as for Hinduism it was Vedanta. 

 The Vedanta provided him with the cultural category while his interpretation of it as 

monotheistic yielded a comprehensive, holistic theory, which provided a comprehensive 

critique of culture, society and ideology. 

 Raja’s monotheistic Vedanta provided people with an idea of the paradigms of 

social change. 

 It enabled people to consider the comparative adequacy of ways of life that might claim 

people’s allegiance. In such humanitarian vision lies Raja’s lure and his share in India’s 

modernity. 

 He stressed on rationalism and modern scientific approach. 

 Journalism: 

 Ram Mohan Roy was a staunch supporter of free speech and expression. 

 He fought for the rights of vernacular press. 

 He also brought out a newspaper in Persian called ‘Miratul- Akhbar’ (the Mirror of News) 

and a Bengali weekly called ‘Sambad Kaumudi’ (the Moon of Intelligence). 
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Conclusion: 

Raja Ram Mohan Roy and his Brahmo Samaj played a vital role in awakening Indian society to the 

pressing issues plaguing society at that time and also was the forerunner of all social, religious and 

political movements that happened in the country since. 

The scope of the reform movements was not confined to religion only but included 

the society as a whole. It gave a vison of a prosperous modern India and subsequently 

this vision got incorporated in the Indian National Movement. Elaborate. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: Chapter 6- India’s Struggle for Independence by Bipan Chandra. 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about how reforms movement were aimed at India society as whole and how they got 
integrated with the mainstream national movement. 
Directive word:  
Elaborate – Give a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the context. You must 
be defining key terms wherever appropriate and substantiate with relevant associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by mentioning that the reform movement was a holistic socio-religious reform movement 
aimed revitalising our society and religion. 
Body: 
Elaborate on features such as the movement focussed on aspects such as to bring in an enlightened 
society, removal of superstition, to establish a democratic society, to promote rationality and 
scientific temper etc. Mention steps taken by reforms to achieve these. 
In religious aspects mention the steps that were taken by various reforms to reform the major 
religions. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by saying that the same approach was carried forward by the national movement and was 
included in the vision of independent India. 
Introduction 

Indian Society in the 19th century was caught in a vicious web created by religious superstitions 

and dogmas. The priests exercised an overwhelming and unhealthy influence on the mind of people. 

Social Conditions were equally depressing with women being oppressed in name of gender along 

with people deemed to be of lower caste. 

Body 

Scope of reform movement included Religion and social condition 

 The major social problems which came in the purview of the reforms movements were 

emancipation of women(in which sati, infanticide, child marriage and widow re-marriage 

were taken up), casteism and untouchability, education for bringing about enlightenment 

in society. 

 In the religious sphere main issues were idolatry, polytheism, religious superstitions, and 

exploitation by priest. 
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 Important characteristics of Social Reform Movement included leadership by wide emerging 

Intellectual middle class. 

 Reform movement started in different parts of India in different period but having 

considerable similarities. 

 They were link with one region or one caste. It was clear to them that without religious 

reformation, there cannot be any social reformation. 

 Two Intellectual criteria of social reform movement included- both Rationality and Religious 

Universalism 

 Similarly, while the ambits of reforms were particularistic, their religious perspective was 

universalistic. Raja Ram Mohan Roy considered different religion as national 

embodiments of Universal theism. 

o g.: In the BrahmoSamaj, it led to the repudiation of the infallibility of the Vedas, 

and in the Aligarh Movement, to the reconciliation of the teachings of Islam with 

the needs of the modern age. 

 The socio religious reform movement, as a whole, was against backward element of 

traditional culture in terms of both religious and social evils. 

o g.: Holding that religious tenets were not immutable; Syed Ahmed Khan 

emphasized the role of religion in the progress of society: if religion did not keep 

pace with and meet the demands of the time it would get fossilized as in the case of 

Islam in India. 

 The focus was on regeneration of traditional institutions including medicine, education, and 

philosophy and so on. 

 There were differences in methods of those reform movements but all of them were 

concerned with the regeneration of society through social and educational reforms. 

Reform movements and national awakening 

 In spite of the opposition from the orthodox sections of the society, these movements 

contributed towards liberating people from the exploitation of priests. 

 The movement gave the upcoming middle class cultural roots and reduced the sense of 

humiliation that the British powers had created. 

 Modern, rational, secular, and scientific outlook was promoted realizing the need of the 

modern era. The reformers aimed at modernisation rather than outright westernization. 

 A favourable social climate was created to end India’s cultural and intellectual isolation from 

the world. 

 It was greatly due to the constant endeavours of the reformers that abolition of Sati and 

legalisation of widow-marriage were achieved during the nineteenth century. 

 There was much intellectual fervour, prolonged agitation and acute discussion during the 

controversy over the age of Consent Bill. 
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o Such debates, even if they failed to bring about any concrete change immediately, 

raised the level of consciousness. 

 The ideas and activities of the intellectuals were directly or indirectly related to the task 

of nation-building and national reconstruction. 

 The social reform movement, as a matter of fact, was not an isolated phenomenon; it was 

loaded with wider national political and economic considerations. In a way, the social 

reform movement was a prelude to nationalism. 

Conclusion 

In a nutshell, it can be argued that in the evolution of modern India the reform movements have 

made very significant contribution. They stood for the democratization of the society, removal of 

superstitions and decadent customs, spread of enlightenment and development of a rational and 

modern outlook. This led to the national awakening in India. 

The discontent among the peasants and tribals often resulted in violent uprisings and 

a common feature among them was their continuous oppression in various forms, 

including colonial oppression. Elucidate. (250 words) 

Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: Chapter 6 – A Brief History of Modern India by Rajiv Ahir (Spectrum Publishers) 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about how various forms of oppression resulted in various peasant and tribal revolts. 
Directive word:  
Elucidate – Give a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the context. You must 
be defining key terms wherever appropriate and substantiate with relevant associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start by mentioning that eighteenth and the nineteenth centuries witnessed many peasant uprisings 
against the oppression of ruling class. 
Body: 
Mention about the various issues faced by peasants and tribals such as imposition of a high land 
revenue demand by the state, corrupt practices, the colonial policies further aggravating their 
hardships such as destruction of Indian handloom and handicraft industries eviction of peasants from 
their lands, encroachment on tribal lands etc, money lenders, eviction etc. 
Cite few instances of peasant and tribal revolts such as Bhil, Mappila, Santhal etc to substantiate 
your points. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by mentioning that in the long run up to the National freedom struggle, the Peasants and 
tribals struggle evolved and became part of main stream national movement eventually. 
Introduction 

Peasant and Tribal movements in India arose during the British colonial period due to the colonial 

oppression. Peasant movements were a result of the economic policies leading to massive debt and 

impoverishment of peasantry. On the other hand, Tribal movements or rebellions were due to 

occupation of tribal land and interference and overwhelming them with outside cultures hampering 

the lives of the tribals. 

Body 
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The causes for the tribal uprisings included 

 Imposition of Land revenue Settlement. For instance, Famine, enhanced land revenue 

demands and economic distress goaded the Chuar aboriginal tribesmen of the Jungle Mahal 

of Midnapore district and also of the Bankura district (in Bengal) to take up arms. 

 British policies and acts like the establishment of  the Forest  department  in  1864, 

Government  Forest  Act (1865) and Indian  Forest  Act (1878)which restricted the activities 

of tribals in forest areas led to their ire against the British. g.: Koya revolt against British for 

denial of tribal’s rights over forest areas. 

 Extension of settled agriculture. E.g.: : The British expansion on their territory led to 

an uprising by the martial Pahariyas of the Raj Mahal Hills in 1778. 

 New excise regulations which imposed a ban on tribals to make their own liquor, an 

important trait of their culture. 

 Large scale transfer of forest land. g.: large-scale transfers of land from Kol headmen to 

outsiders like Hindu, Sikh and Muslim farmers and money-lenders who were oppressive 

and demanded heavy taxes. 

 Restrictions on shifting cultivation in forest. For eg.: Khasi and Garo rebellions against 

occupation of hilly land and ban on shifting cultivation. 

 Introduction of the notion of private property. 

 Exploitation by   low   country   traders   and money lenders. E.g: Santhal rebellion against 

moneylenders and traders. The Ulgulan uprising against money lenders 

 Work of Christian Missionaries and against the interference of other religions such as 

Hinduism, Islam and Christianity. g: Tana Bhagat Movement 

Causes for Peasant Movements: 

 The impact of land revenue settlements. For instance, Deccan uprising against heavy 

taxation under the Ryotwari system. 

 Commercialization of agriculture. g.: Indigo rebellion was a result of European planters 

forcing the peasants to plant Indigo instead of food crops. 

 Colonial economic policies.g.: Poligars were the landlords belonging to South India. They 

rose in revolt against British due to their revenue demands. 

 Excesses of the Marwariand Gujarati money lenders. For instance, Deccan uprising. 

 The peasants suffered from high rents, illegal levies, arbitrary evictions and unpaid labour in 

Zamindari areas. E.g.: Faraizi movement brought together all the cultivators of Bengal 

against the tyranny and illegal extractions by the landlords 

 The peasants continued to lose their lands to the zamindars, moneylenders  and  other  non-

producing  class  under the  forced  circumstances  caused  by  the  higher  rate  of  land 

revenue and interest. E.g.: Pagal panthis fought against the oppression of the zamindars. 

 Promotion of British manufactured goods led to the devastation of Indian handloom and 

handicraft industries. 
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Conclusion 

It is evident that the colonial rule even, during the days of the east India Company witnessed 

numerous uprising and disturbances. These varied grievances reached their climax in the revolt of 

1857, which in spite of targeting certain groups of Indians remains the prominent uprising against 

the British before the beginning of the Indian Freedom movement.  

The existing rivalry among local powers and the volatile political situation in the region 

provided a favourable ground for political intervention by the British. Explain the 

reasons for success of the British against the Indian states. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Easy 
Reference: Chapter 5 – A Brief History of Modern India by Rajiv Ahir (Spectrum Publishers) 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To explain the causes of British Success in India. 
Directive word:  
Explain – Clarify the topic by giving a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the 
context. You must be defining key terms wherever appropriate and substantiate with relevant 
associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by mentioning the various regional powers during the advent of the British in India. 
Body: 
First, write about the various rivalries among major India powers to establish political supremacy in 
India. 
Mention the reasons for success of the British in India such as their divide and rule policy, strong 
organisation of the military, modern strategies, many social divisive factors in regional states etc. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by mentioning that the British use all the political, economic and strategic means to 
dethrone the local powers one by one to build a pan-Indian empire 
Introduction 

Among all the European nations who came as traders to India after new sea routes were discovered, 

England emerged as the most powerful and successful by the end of the eighteenth century. The 

English venture to India was entrusted to the East India Company, which received its monopoly 

rights of trade in 1600. 

Body 

In less than a century, the British occupied a large part of India. The reason for the success of the 

British can be explained by a number of factors. 

 Infighting amongst Indian rulers: It is noteworthy that Indian rulers were not united and 

their enmities were immensely used by British to each other’s. 

 Lack of Unity among Indian states: Powerful states such as Punjab, Mysore and the 

Marathas failed to act unitedly against a common foreign enemy. The British, on the other 

hand, were a united lot and under a unified command. 
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 Lack of vision among Indian Rulers: The Indian rulers failed to create a stable social, political 

and economic order. Most of them were short-sighted in the pursuit of their goals. They 

failed to win the loyalty of their subjects. 

 Power vacuum in India: There was a vacuum of power in India after the Mughal Empire got 

fractured falling under its own weight. Through the 18th century, the Mughal Empire 

gradually fragmented into a number of independent, regional states. 

 Weak and technically backward Indian forces: The badly-trained and poorly-paid Indian 

armies were no match for the disciplined and well-trained British forces. The Indians were 

technologically backward whereas, the British had developed new techniques of warfare. 

The British were strong at sea. None of the Indian states had a strong navy. 

 Divide and Rule:The British took advantage of the deep division of Indian, social, political 

and economic structure. Slowly many Indian states had fallen prey to the British designs and 

were forced to fight with each other. 

 Lack of National Pride and unity: The Indian rulers were not well-versed in a materialistic 

vision of diplomacy whereas British believe in material advancement. Indian rulers were 

lacking by unified political nationalism, which was masterly used by British to engage them 

into fight among themselves. 

 Quality of British leadership: Robert Clive, Warren Hastings, Elphinstone, Munro etc. shows 

their high quality of leadership. The British had also advantage of second line of leadership 

such as Sir Eyre Coote, Lord Lake, Arthur Wellesley etc. who fight for the cause and glory of 

their countrymen. 

 Strong Financial Backup: The British had enough funds to pay its shareholders with good 

dividends that compel them to finance the English wars in India. Moreover, the British trade 

added enormous wealth to England that makes their government to help them indirectly or 

directly through money, material and money. 

Conclusion 

The political faction and lack of unity among the Indian rulers forced the British to aspire from trader 

to ruler. The British officers started acquiring territory just to promote and protect their trade 

interest, but political hostility in India compelled them to establish an empire. Thus, India was 

subjugated politically as well as economically. 

What was commercialisation of agriculture? Discuss the impact of commercialisation 

of agriculture on Indian peasants and Indian markets. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Easy 
Reference: Chapter 6 – A Brief History of Modern India by Rajiv Ahir (Spectrum Publishers) 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the impact of commercialisation of agriculture. 
Directive word:  
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you must debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You must give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
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Introduction:  
Begin by defining commercialisation of agriculture in the context of colonial India. Mention few crops 
that were grown. 
Body: 
First, write about the impact of the commercialisation of agriculture on Indian Peasants – 
Indebtedness, Impoverishment and Instability in agriculture, oppression leading to resistance etc. 
Next, write about the impact of commercialisation of agriculture on markets – shortage of grains, 
planters’ profits, changing patterns of land ownership, import of raw materials etc. 
Conclusion: 
Summarise the impact of commercialisation of agriculture as a potent tool of economic exploitation 
of Indian peasants. 
Introduction 

The commercialization  of  agriculture  means  production  of  agricultural  crops  for  sale  in  the 

market, rather than for family consumption. For  marketization  of  agricultural  products 

thus  ‘surplus’  of  production  over  consumption  is required. 

The  process  of  commercial  revolution  resulted  in  the  substitution  of commercial crops for food 

crops. However, Indian agriculture at that time was merely of the subsistence type. It had not been 

a consequence of conscious response of peasants to the market forces. 

Body 

Commercial crops like cotton, jute, groundnut, oilseeds, sugarcane, tobacco, etc., were more 

remunerative than foodgrains. Again, the cultivation of crops like condiments, spices, fruits and 

vegetables could cater to a wider market. Perhaps, the commercialisation trend reached the highest 

level of development in the plantation sector, i.e., in tea, coffee, rubber, indigo, etc., which was 

mostly owned by Europeans and the produce was for sale in a wider market 

The impact of commercialisation of agriculture: 

on Indian peasants: 

 For the Indian peasant, commercialisation seemed a forced process. 

 There was hardly any surplus for him to invest in commercial crops, given the subsistence 

level at which he lived. 

 Result was the   low   productivity   of   land   even   in   the   midst   of commercialization  of 

 The sale of cash crops (except indigo and opium) by their growers is an ample evidence that 

the peasants 

did  not  necessarily  produce  them  for  their  creditors  and  hand  over  to  them  all  their 

produce. 

 Commercialisation linked Indian agriculture with international market trends and their 

fluctuations. 

 The farmer,  in  fact,  was  made  to  bear  repeatedly  the  burden  of instability  in  prices. 

 Information about  high  market  prices  of  agricultural  produce  did  not 

percolate  down  to  the  poor 

 Consequently, rising  prices  could  not  benefit  the  small farmer. 

 He was reduced to a mere sharecropper or sub-tenant. 
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 The misery was further enhanced became the population of India was increasing every year, 

fragmentation of land was taking place because of the increasing pressure on land and 

modern techniques of agricultural production were not introduced in India. 

on Indian markets: 

 The growth of commercial agriculture was aided and abetted by its twin brother —the 

usurious  capital. 

 A chain  of  intermediaries—who were by nature ‘parasitic’ in relation to agriculture—

gained control over production. 

 Agricultural development suffered due to the paucity of resources which the farmer 

required for technological 

 With 

the  spread  of  commercialization, agricultural  production  began  to  get  localized  in  diff

erent  regions  endowed  with  different geographical 

 For instance,  the  dark-coloured  volcanic  soil  (or the  regur  soil)  of  the North-

West  Deccan  of  Bombay  Presidency,  presently   Maharashtra,  was  good  for  cotton 

cultivation. 

 Wherever 

the  road  to  commerce  was  open,  regional  specialisation  crept    This  means  that 

farmers were no longer sellers only, they were converted to buyers also. 

 The changeover  to  cash  crops  discouraged  the  cultivation  of poor men’s food crops like 

jowar, bajra or pulses. 

 Price movements and business fluctuations in the world markets began to affect the 

fortunes of the Indian farmer to a degree that it had never done before. 

 The farmer in his choice of crops attached greater importance to market demand and price 

than his home needs. 

 The peasant class got adversely affected owing to imbalances in market condition. 

Conclusion 

Indian  agriculture  lacked  responsiveness  to these  forces  of  trade  and  commerce. Agriculture 

became the hand-maiden of trade. The dreadful impacts of commercialisation was the oppression of 

Indian peasants at hands of European. This found expression in the famous Indigo revolt in 1859. 

Moreover, commercialisation of Indian agriculture got manifested in series of famines which took a 

heavy toll of life.  

Wellesley took a step forward to convert the British Empire in India to British Empire 

of India. Examine the policies of Wellesley in India. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Tough 
Reference: Chapter 5 + Appendix – A Brief History of Modern India by Rajiv Ahir (Spectrum Publishers) 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1. 
Key Demand of the question: 
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To examine the role of Wellesley in transforming British from major power to paramount power in 
India. 
Directive word:  
Examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we must investigate the topic (content words) in detail, inspect 
it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so 
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Start the answer by writing about Wellesley and his imperialist ambitions. 
Body: 
First, write about how the supreme power in India, to add to its territories and to reduce all the 
Indian states to a position of dependence on the Company. 
Next, Wellesley gave up the policy of peace and non-intervention and inaugurated the policy of war 
and further wars. Bring in the Subsidiary Alliance System and examine how it impacted India political 
setup. 
Next, write about major wars and battles that were fought as well as steps taken by him to counter 
the threat of Napoleon. 
Conclusion: 
Summarise that by end of Wellesley’s tenure British went from one of the political powers in India to 
become the supreme power in India. 
Introduction 

The appointment of Richard Colley Wellesley as Governor- General marks an epoch in the history of 

British India. He was a great imperialist and called himself ‘a Bengal tiger’. Wellesley came to India 

with a determination to launch a forward policy in order to make ‘the British Empire in India’ into 

‘the British Empire of India’. 

Body 

Political condition of India preceding Wellesley’s arrival 

 In the north-western India, the danger of Zaman Shah’s aggression posed a serious threat to 

the British power in India. 

 In the north and central India, the Marathas remained a formidable political power. The 

Nizam of Hyderabad employed the Frenchmen to train his army. 

 The political unrest in the Karnataka region continued and Tipu Sultan had remained 

the uncompromising enemy of the British. 

 Moreover, the policy of neutrality adopted by Sir John Shore, the successor of Cornwallis, 

created a kind of political unrest in India and greatly affected the prestige of the English. 

 His non-intervention policy contributed much to the growth of anti-British feelings. 

 Further, Napoleon’s move for an Eastern invasion created a fear among English 

statesmen. It was in this light that Wellesley moulded his policy. Preservation of British 

prestige and removal of French danger from India were Wellesley’s twin aims. 

Policies of Wellesley in India 

 Subsidiary Alliance: Any Indian ruler who entered into the subsidiary alliance with the 

British had to maintain a contingent of British troops in his territory. It was commanded by a 
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British officer. The Indian state was called ‘the protected state’ and the British hereinafter 

were referred to as ‘the paramount power’. 

o The protected state should cut off its connection with European powers other than 

the English and with the French in particular. 

o The state was also forbidden to have any political contact even with other Indian 

powers without the permission of the British. 

o The ruler of the protected state should keep a British Resident at his court and 

disband his own army. 

 Impact of Subsidiary Alliance: Wellesley’s Subsidiary System is regarded as one of the 

master- strokes of British imperialism. 

o It increased the military strength of the Company in India at the expense of the 

protected states. 

o The territories of the Company were free from the ravages of war thereby 

establishing the stability of the British power in India. 

o The position of the British was strengthened against its Indian and non-Indian 

enemies. Under the system, expansion of British power became easy. 

o Thus Wellesley’s diplomacy made the British the paramount power in India. 

 The Fourth Anglo-Mysore War (1799): As a part of his strategy, Wellesley tried to 

revive the Triple Alliance of 1790 with the Marathas. Though his proposal was not accepted 

by the Marathas, they promised to remain neutral including the Nizam of Hyderabad. 

o The war was an easy success for the English. Mysore was attacked from two sides 

and Tipu was forced to take shelter in his capital, Srirangapatna where he finally 

died fighting. 

o Some territory of Mysore was handed over to the Nizam, larger part of it was 

annexed by the English and the rest of it was restored to the minor son of the 

previous Hindu ruler of Mysore who became a dependent ally of the English. 

 Second Maratha war: The internal quarrels among the Marathas provided Lord Wellesley a 

good opportunity to weaken the power of the Marathas. Peshwa Baji Rao was incompetent 

and failed to keep Maratha chiefs under his control (Holkars and Scindias). 

o Baji Rao signed the Treaty of Bassein with the British in 1802. It was a subsidiary 

treaty and the Peshwa was recognized as the head of the Maratha kingdom. 

 Mediatisation: Another means by which Wellesley extended the territory of the Company 

has been called mediatisation. He took over the territories of Tanjore, Surat and Karnataka 

on the plea of maladministration by their rulers and the territory of Farrukhabad, because 

its ruler was a minor. The rulers of these states were, however, awarded pensions by the 

Company. 

o The treaty is considered the crowning triumph of Wellesley’s Subsidiary System. 
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o In accordance with this document, the foreign policy of the Marathas came under 

British control and therefore any action of the Maratha chiefs against the British was 

successfully prevented. 

Conclusion 

Thus, Lord Wellesley pursued an aggressive policy with native rulers and largely succeeded in 

achieving his aim of making the Company the supreme power in India. British imperialism was to a 

large extent indebted to Wellesley. 

Value Addition 

Estimate of Wellesley 

 An unscrupulous annexationist and an advocate of forward policy, Wellesley was one of 

the greatest empire-builders that England had ever produced. 

 Wellesley converted the British Empire in India to the British Empire of India. 

The establishment of British paramountcy in India was his supreme task. 

 He located the weak spots of the Indian powers and applied his political technique (namely 

Subsidiary Alliance). 

 By the annexation of Karnataka and Tanjore he paved the way for the formation of the 

Madras Presidency. 

 He rightly deserves to be called the maker of the erstwhile Madras Presidency and the 

creator of the Province of Agra. 

 In this manner a great part of the Indian subcontinent was brought under Company 

protection. “He turned the East India Company from a trading corporation into an imperial 

power”. 

  

The land revenue systems of the Permanent Settlement and Mahalwari Settlement, 

introduced by the British, although distinct on some fronts, had almost the same 

impact on Indian Agriculture. Explain. (250 words) 
Difficulty: Easy 
Reference: A Brief History of Modern India by Spectrum Publishers 
Why the question:  
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To bring out the major differences between Permanent settlement and Mahalwari settlement and to 
write about the overall impact of Permanent, Ryotwari and Mahawlari settlement on Indian 
agriculture. 
Directive: 
Explain – Clarify the topic by giving a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the 
context. You must be defining key terms wherever appropriate and substantiate with relevant 
associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Begin by briefly writing about the nature of the two settlements. 
Body: 
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In detail, bring out the differences between both the settlement systems – context of introduction, 
areas of introduction, fixation of Land revenue, collection of revenue and revision of land revenue etc. 
Next, write about the overall impact these Land Revenue systems on Indian agriculture – 
Commercialization of Agriculture, Fragmentation of Lands, Absentee Landlordism, indebtedness of 
peasants and depressing effect upon the rural economy etc. 
Conclusion: 
Write about how these impacts led to mobilization of peasants and over a period of time, the 
peasant issues became a part of mainstream national movement. 
Introduction 

British got Diwani rights of Bengal, Bihar, and Orissa in 1765. The major aim of British East India 

Company was to increase their land revenue collection. Consequently, their policies were aimed 

at getting maximum income from land without caring about its consequences on 

cultivators and peasants. Three major systems of land revenue collection existed in India 

viz. Zamindari, Ryotwari and Mahalwari. 

Body: 

Permanent Settlement and Mahalwari Settlement were distinct on some fronts: 

Zamindari System Mahalwari System 

Under the Zamindari system, the land revenue was collected from the farmers by the 

intermediaries known as Zamindars. 

Under the Mahalwari system, the land revenue was collected from the farmers by the 

village headmen on behalf of the whole village. 

Zamindari system was started by the Imperialist East India Company in 1793. 
In this system, the entire village is converted into one big unit called ‘Mahal’ and 

treated as one unit as far as payment of land revenue is concerned. 

Lord Cornwallis entered into ‘Permanent Settlement’ with the landlords with a view to 

increase land revenue. Under this arrangement, the landlords were declared as 

zamindars with full proprietorship of the land. 

The Zamindars were made responsible for the collection of the rent. 

Mahalwari system was popularised by Lord William Bentinck in Agra and Awadh. It was 

later extended to Madhya Pradesh and Punjab. 

The responsibility of collecting and depositing the rent lied with the village headmen. 

The share of the government in the total rent collected by the zamindars was kept at 

10/11th, and the balance going to zamindars. 
The Mahalwari system is found to be less exploitative than the Zamindari system. 

The system was most prevalent in West Bengal, Bihar, Orrisa, UP, Andhra Pradesh and 

Madhya Pradesh. 
The system was prevalent in Agra, Awadh, Punjab, Orrisa and Madhya Pradesh. 

Impact of British land revenue policies: 

 Pauperisation of the rural economy: 

o The rural economy as a whole was affected. All the classes from zamindars to 

peasants were affected. 

o Many lost their livelihoods due to loss of land and right to cultivate. 

 Shifting from food crops to cash crops: 

o In order to meet the high revenue demand the farmers had to shift from food to 

cash corps like indigo, cotton, which led them to buy food grains at higher prices and 

sell the cash crops at low prices. 
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 Food scarcity and famines: 

o The shifting to cash crops and decreasing productivity of land badly affected the 

society in the form of famines. 

o This led to many famines in India, causing death of millions. 

 Increase in money-lending:  

o The land settlements introduced a market economy with cash payments of revenue. 

o This led to an increase in money-lending activities, which put Indian peasants under 

debt, which were exploited by money lenders. 

 Led to inequalities:  

o The Land tenure system led to increase in social inequalities. 

o While rich defended their properties, the poor didn’t have any resources to do so. 

o Further due to illiteracy they were exploited by money lenders for interests. 

 Handicrafts and industries affected: 

o It impacted circular economy. 

o The peasants and zamindars earlier had purchasing power to buy handicrafts. Loss 

of income of peasants affected the handicrafts industry too. 

o Handicrafts men resorted to agriculture that further put pressure on land. 

o The industries were affected due to lack of raw materials. 

 Impact on local administration:  

o It deprived village panchayats of their two main functions: land settlements and 

judicial and executive functions. 

o Thus the old politico-economic-social framework of village communities broke 

down. 

Conclusion: 

The overall impact of the all this was stagnation and deterioration of agriculture. It led to series of 

famines in 19th century. The unsustainable system led to series of peasant revolts. The miseries of 

the peasant were one of the important cause for the revolt.  

Although the Ghadar movement failed to achieve its stated objectives, it cannot be 

termed as a failure. Critically Analyze. (250 words) 
Difficulty: Moderate 
Reference: India’s Struggle for Independence by Bipan Chandra. 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To Analyze critically as to whether or not the Ghadar movement was a failure. 
Directive: 
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Critically analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or 
nature of the topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
When ‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the 
topic and give a fair judgment. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
In brief, write about the Ghadar Movement and its aims and objectives it sought to achieve. 
Body: 
In first part, in line with its aims and objectives, write about how Ghadar movement in India and 
abroad took shape. Write briefly about its leaders and their attempts to overthrow the British rule. 
In the next part, in detail analyze the success and failure of the Ghadarites in achieving their stated 
objectives. Mention about the preparation of the Ghadarites, the lack of secrecy and the suppression 
of the movement by the colonial government. Also, their relative failure in causing mass defections 
from the India army. 
Mention the contributions of Ghadar movement in further deepening nationalist consciousness and 
ideology, the economic critique, impact on revolutionary nationalists and spread of nationalism 
abroad. 
Conclusion: 
Mention that the success or failure of a political movement is not always to be measured in terms of 
its achievement of stated objectives but by overall contribution and the legacy it created. 
Introduction 

Ghadar movement was started by leaders like Lal Hardayal, Sohan Singh, Kartar Singh & others on 

the foreign land in the year 1914. It started with the opposition against the discriminatory policies 

of host countries towards immigrant Indians and lack of support by British. Gradually, it took 

the shape of nationalism in the form of armed struggle. Despite its failure to achieve the stated 

objectives, in later years Ghadarites helped in foundation of secular national peasant movement in 

Punjab. 

Body: 

Ghadar movement failed to achieve its objectives: 

 They completely underestimated the level of preparation needed – financially, 

organizational, ideological, which was needed before the launch of armed revolt. 

 They underestimated the strength of British in India in terms of their armed and 

organizational might, using which Ghadar movement was suppressed. 

 The movement was sustained more by the zeal and enthusiasm of the militants rather than 

any effective organization. 

 There was also Leadership crisis, due to lack of consistent leadership. Once Lala Hardayal 

escaped, there was no one to lead the Ghadarites. In India after a continuous search, they 

found Ras Bihari Bose as their leader. 

However, it cannot be completely termed as a failure: 

 Contributions of Ghadar movement in further deepening nationalist consciousness and 

ideology, the economic critique, impact on revolutionary nationalists and spread of 

nationalism abroad was truly immense. 
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 It united the immigrant Indians for opposing and fighting against the British authorities. The 

Ghadar paper was published and distributed not only in USA and Canada, but it also reached 

to the Indians residing in Philippines, Singapore, Fiji, etc an acted as unifying factor. 

 It helped in sustaining the freedom struggle post Swadeshi movement, when Congress was 

not much politically active. So, the flame of patriotism and nationalism was kept alive by 

Ghadar movement. 

 The Ghadar paper was nationalist critique of colonialism and was a huge propaganda effort 

motivated and educated Indians. 

 The movement set out secular consciousness as the leaders were from diverse religious 

background worked together with peace and cooperation. As, Lala Har dayal was Hindu, Ras 

Bihari Bose was Bengali, Barkatullah was Muslim. 

 Leaders tried to give it democratic and egalitarian outlook, by incorporating people from 

diverse background like laborers, agriculture farmers and others. Their objective was to 

establish independent republic of India. 

Conclusion: 

Success or failure of a movement will not always be measured by its achievement or by its 

objectives. But by the deepening of nationalist consciousness, testing new strategies, secularism, 

egalitarianism and time bound executions of activities had contributed their share to freedom 

struggle which motivated further struggles which took place. 

Value addition: 

Relevance of Ghadar Movement 

 The Ghadar movement can be described as tale of extreme valour, hard-work, toil which has 

reached the heart of every Indian settled on distant lines. 

 The powerful speeches by its leaders did shape the NRI opinion against the misrule of British 

in India. 

 It truly qualifies for a major struggle which aroused the people internationally and sowed 

seeds for any other future course of action. 

 The immediate results would have been different had the then leaders introduced proper 

organization and had given more time to study the general mood of the population. 

  

In the history of India’s national movement, Quit India movement was by far the most 

radical and most divergent from Gandhian method of mass struggle. Analyse. (250 

words) 
Difficulty: Tough 
Reference: India’s Struggle for Independence by Bipan Chandra. 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To wrote about the nature of Quit India movement and how it radically differed from other 
movements making it the August revolution. 
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Directive: 
Analyse – When asked to analyse, you must examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them in a summary. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Write about the start of the quit India movement which led to what some historians term as ‘August 
Revolution’ 
Body: 
Begin the body by mentioning the fiery speech by Mahatma Gandhi and his calls to various sections 
of the population and the leadership. His refusal to condone violence. 
In the next part, mention the unprecedented features that were seen as the part of the movement in 
terms of participation of the masses, the repression by the governments, the emergency of new 
leadership, parallel governments, violence witnessed, new innovative and secretive form of 
organization and arson caused which made Quit India movement a revolution in itself. 
Conclusion: 
Highlight the overall importance of the Quit India Movement which got India to the cusp of freedom. 
Introduction 

The Quit India Movement, also known as ‘August Kranti’, was a freedom movement led by Mahatma 

Gandhi. It began on 8th August, 1942 and turned out to be one of the most popular and powerful 

mass movements for independence. The immediate trigger for the movement was the failure of 

Cripps Mission and its offerings. 

Body: 

Quit India movement was by far the most radical and most divergent from Gandhian method of 

mass struggle 

 Social radicalism of Gandhi: 

o In a sharp contrast to Non-cooperation movement, where Gandhi withdrew after 

Chauri Chaura incident, in Quit India movement he not only refused to condemn 

the people’s resort to violence but unequivocally held government responsible for 

it. 

o Though the need for non-violence was always reiterated, Gandhi’s mantra of Do or 

Die represents the militant mood of Gandhi. 

o Gandhi also gave a call to all sections of the people, the princes, the Jaghirdars, the 

Zamindars, the propertied and moneyed classes, who derive their wealth and 

property from the workers in the fields and factories and elsewhere, to whom 

eventually power and authority belong. 

o This  indicates Gandhi’s social radicalism and shift in the philosophy of the 

Congress, by now people with the goals of socialism and communism have become 

a part of the broad-based Congress organization. 

o Mahatma Gandhi refused to condemn the violence of the masses and held the 

government responsible for this violence. 

 The spontaneous participation of the massesin the Quit India movement made it one of the 

most popular mass movements. 
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o Even before the formal launching of the movement, the government in a single 

sweep arrested all the top leaders of the Congress. This led to spontaneous 

outburst of mass anger against the arrest of leaders.  

 This historic movement placed the demand for independence on the immediate agendaof 

the national movement. 

o The spirit unleashed was carried further by Indian National Army of Subhas Chandra 

Bose. After ‘Quit India’ there could be no retreat. Independence was no longer a 

matter of bargain. It accelerated and sustained the urge for freedom and enabled 

India to achieve freedom in 1947. 

 The movement had a local impact in some areas, especially at Satara in Maharashtra, 

Talcher in Odisha, and Midnapore. 

o In Tamluk and Contai subdivisions of Midnapore in West Bengal, the local populace 

were successful in establishing parallel governments, which continued to function. 

 QIM surpassed all previous mass movements organized by Congress in its level of anti-

British militancy. 

o Gandhi’s slogan of “Do or Die” stirred the emotions of people across the country. 

o It exhibited people’s fighting spirit and their longing for freedom. It also 

demonstrated determined attitude of Indian masses of accepting nothing less than 

the realization of freedom. 

o People devised a variety of ways of expressing their anger. In some places, huge 

crowds attacked police stations, post offices, courts, railway stations and other 

symbols of a government authority. 

 It was a historic event. It was not merely a movement against foreign occupation but also 

awakening of Indian masses. 

o The history of this movement is full of unsung heroes. There are untold stories of 

farmers, factory workers, journalists, artists, students, educationists, religious saints 

and Dalits. 

 Quit India movement was unique in the sense that it saw women participation where they 

not only participated as equals but also led the movement. There was Matangini Hazra, 

who lead a procession of 6,000 people, mostly women, to ransack a local police station. 

Conclusion: 

Quit India Movement was a watershed movement in the sense, that it prepared the ground for 

future politics in India. It is in the Quit India Movement that freedom struggle was owned by “We 

the People” who fought for India’s freedom. 

As India strengthens its relationship with the west, Russia still remains a very crucial 

partner for India. Examine the statement in the light of possibility of imposition of 

Countering America’s Adversaries Through Sanctions Act (CAATSA) on India by the 

U.S. (250 words, 15 marks) 
Introduction 
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As Russia and India both desire a multi-polar world, they are equally important for each other in 

fulfilling each other’s national interests. However, due to the changing geopolitical scenario, Russia 

is growing closer to China and becoming anti-west, while it is vice-versa for India. Despite the 

changing dynamics, Indo-Russia ties have stood the test of times especially in defence sector. 

Body 

Historical ties 

 Even as India is diversifying its defence trade partners, Russia still dominates the Indian 

defence inventory to the tune of about 60 per cent. 

 Russia remains the only partner that is still willing to give India critical technologies, such as 

a nuclear submarine. 

 Russia also reaffirmed its “unwavering support” to India for a permanent seat in an 

expanded UN Security Council. 

 Russia expressed its support for India’s membership of the Nuclear Suppliers Group. 

 Both countries have mutual benefits in supporting struggle against terrorism, Afghanistan, 

climate change; organisations like SCO, BRICS, G-20 and ASEAN. 

Indo-Russia relations: Crucial Significance for India 

 Defence: The relations between India and Russia are one of “Special and Privileged 

Strategic Partnership” and the ongoing military contracts between the two sides will be 

maintained as the defence minister reiterated the same. 

  

o India became the top foreign buyer of US weapons in 2014. Given that the military-

technical ties were historically the bedrock of India and Russia’s relationship, a drop 

in the sector was a clear matter of concern. 

o While in overall terms, Russia remained India’s top supplier of defence items during 

the period 2014-18, the total exports fell by 42 percent between 2014-18 and 2009-

13. 

o Russia still commands 58 percent of total arms imports by India, followed by Israel 

and the US at 15 and 12 percent, respectively. 

 Nuclear: Russia is an important partner in peaceful uses of nuclear energy and it recognizes 

India as a country with advanced nuclear technology with an impeccable non-proliferation 

record. 

o Kudankulam Nuclear Power Plant (KKNPP) is being built in India with Russian 

cooperation. 

 Maritime corridor: Chennai Vladivostok Maritime Corridor is a sea route covering 

approximately 5,600 nautical miles, or about 10,300 km, aimed at increasing bilateral trade 

between India and Russia. 
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 Despite India-China border aggression, be it during Doklam or Galwan clash, Russia never 

once made a statement against India despite their closeness to China. In all fairness, Russia 

would never want to play second fiddle to China. 

 India and Russia are also working on building nuclear plant in Bangladesh. Rooppur nuclear 

plant in Bangladesh will be constructed jointly with help of India. 

 Make in India initiative has welcomed Russian companies from the public and private 

sectors. Russian firms have shown a willingness to invest in India in construction, major 

infrastructure projects such as dedicated freight corridors and industrial clusters, smart 

cities, and engineering services, sharing technologies and skills. 

Possibility of CAATSA sanction over defence ties with Russia 

 Given the nature of India-US relations, it is unlikely that USA will sanction India under 

CAATSA. In a future confrontation for the U.S. with China, India will be playing a key role. 

The U.S. will do their best to attract India in their campaign with China and wouldn’t risk by 

sanctioning India. 

 Moreover, India has upheld its strategic autonomy time and again. It is not bound by 

mandate of USA to do defence deals with other nations. 

 India does not recognise any sanctions other than the UN mandated sanctions. 

 India and Russia have also secured their payment channels to pay for the deals in the 

national currencies in case of possible sanctions. 

 Hence, there is no getting away from Russia in India’s defence matrix for the foreseeable 

future 

Conclusion 

Experts say Russia will continue to remain India’s top defence partner for some time to come while 

the U.S. is unlikely to impose sanctions under the Countering America’s Adversaries Through 

Sanctions Act (CAATSA) over the S-400 deal, given the nature of relations. 

Value addition 

CAATSA 

 CAATSA is a United States federal law that imposed sanctions on Iran, North Korea, and 

Russia. 

 It includes sanctions against countries that engage in significant transactions with Russia’s 

defence and intelligence sectors. 

 India could also face USA sanctions for purchasing the S-400 Triumf missile defense system 

from Russia under the CAATSA. 

 The USA suspended Turkey from its F-35 aircraft programme and barred it from purchasing 

the jet, following Turkey’s purchase of the S-400 from Russia. 

 The USA President was given the authority in 2018 to waive CAATSA sanctions on a case-by-

case basis. 
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The future of SAARC remains bleak but it is in India’s interests to take the lead and 

work collectively towards a secure and prosperous South Asia. Critically Analyse. (250 

words, 15 marks) 
Introduction 

SAARC was mooted in 1985, which created the hope that trade, cultural activity and intellectual 

exchange would gradually diminish the political legacies of Partition by nourishing a regional 

fraternity. The dream is still relevant, but SAARC has remained incapable of responding to the 

unabated rise of identity-based aggression and violence. Along with this, a remarkable degree of 

indifference to others’ woes has grown. 

Body 

The Future of SAARC remains bleak: 

 The region is beset with unsettled territorial disputes, as well as trans-border criminal and 

subversive activities. 

 It remains a theatre for ethnic, cultural, and religious tensions and rivalries. 

 A current rise in ultra-nationalism is taking place against the backdrop of a bloody history of 

repeated inter-state wars and myriad intra-state conflicts. 

 Nuclear-armed neighbours India and Pakistan are at loggerheads. 

 Cross-border terrorism has again made the region, as former US President Bill Clinton once 

deemed it, “the world’s most dangerous place.” 

 Allowing SAARC to become dysfunctional and irrelevant greatly distorts our ability to 

address the realities and mounting challenges facing SAARC nations. 

 The failure of South Asian nations to act in accord will plunge South Asia into a perilous 

theatre of discord and escalating tensions with jihadi militias at the forefront, placing the 

entire region in turmoil. 

SAARC is imperative for South Asian countries: 

 SAARC is needed as institutional scaffolding to allow for the diplomacy and 

coordination that is needed between member-states in order to adequately address the 

numerous threats and challenges the region faces. 

 Though SAARC’s charter prohibits bilateral issues at formal forums, SAARC summits provide 

a unique, informal window — the retreat — for leaders to meet without aides and chart 

future courses of action. 

 The coming together of leaders, even at the height of tensions, in a region laden with 

congenital suspicions, misunderstandings, and hostility is a significant strength of SAARC 

that cannot be overlooked. 

 SAARC members are among the top troop-contributing countries to UN peacekeeping 

missions. With the US withdrawal from Afghanistan, a joint peacekeeping force from the 

SAARC region under the UN aegis could be explored to fill the power vacuum that would 

otherwise be filled by terrorist and extremist forces. 
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Reviving SAARC is in India’s interests: 

 India should take the lead and work with its neighbors to slash the tariff and non-tariff 

barriers. 

 SAARC should also seek free and preferential trading arrangements with other regional 

bodies, notably the EU and the ASEAN. It should also remain fully focused on the SAARC 

social charter to spread out its reach to the common man. 

 There is a need to focus on small politics instead of big politics to resolve conflict in 

conflicting regions. This would mean that they focus on economic cooperation and other 

small ways that can create cooperation and more peace 

 SAARC cannot be effective unless it places itself on a managerial position to achieve regional 

order, forcing all the members to act mutually in making the region a ‘zone of peace’ and 

the center for world business. 

 All countries should come together to sort out their differences, either multilaterally or 

bilaterally. It’s not necessary to sort out the differences but despite that, it is necessary to 

work with the differences like that of India-China, Japan and China, Russia and Japan. 

 The bilateral issues between member nations should be resolved. Bilateral Issues between 

India- Pakistan, India- Sri Lanka, Pakistan- Afghanistan etc. must be improved with serious 

engagement and collaboration – working together to bring peace and stability as a common 

good in the region. 

 Information on terrorism, trafficking, smuggling etc. must be shared and joint exercises must 

be conducted to build mutual trust and capability. 

 SAARC needs to work on Improving infrastructure and regional connectivity – Collaboration 

in scientific research, universities exchange programs, tourism etc. will have a positive effect 

on relations among countries. 

Conclusion: 

SAARC has the potential to transform the South Asian Region. Mutual mistrust and non-cooperation 

should not be allowed to undermine this potential. Deeper regional economic integration will create 

greater interdependence with India acquiring the central role, which, in turn, would serve India’s 

strategic interests too. SAARC should function as an autonomous institution by which driving 

principles, strategic actions, and rules of law can be implemented in a way that is relevant to both, 

its own members and other rising powers. 

Value addition: 

Background of SAARC: 

 SAARC was set up in 1985 and today it has 8 members: Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, 

India, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan and Srilanka. Afghanistan joined SAARC only in 2007. 

 SAARC member nations cooperate on a range of issues from agriculture, economy, poverty 

alleviation, S&T and culture to encourage people to people contact. 

 SAARC aims at integration of south Asian nations for undertaking collective efforts to 

achieve common objective of regional stability and prosperity. 
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 Despite geographical contiguity and historical and cultural links, the SAARC region remains 

the most disconnected regions in the world.  

In the parliament, debates, discussions and deliberations on important issues facing 

the country, are the cornerstone of parliamentary democracy. In the light of the 

statement, evaluate the legislative process in India and suggest steps to make it more 

robust. (250 words, 15 marks) 
Introduction 

Chief Justice of India N.V. Ramana recently lamented the “sorry state of affairs” of law-making and 

Parliamentary debate in the country, saying there was “a lot of ambiguity in laws” which was 

triggering litigation and causing inconvenience to citizens, courts and other stakeholders. 

Body 

Background 

 The CJI’s observations follow closely after the Parliament cleared the Tribunal’s Reforms Bill 

of 2021, which has sought the abolishment of as many as nine appellate tribunals, including 

the Film Certificate Appellate Tribunals despite Opposition charge that the legislation 

undermined the independence of the judiciary. 

 The Bill has also revived provisions of tenure and service of Tribunals’ Members which were 

earlier struck down by the Supreme Court in a judgment. 

Debates, discussions and deliberations: Cornerstone of parliamentary democracy 

 Many rely on the volume of Bills passed by Parliament in a session as a measure of its 

efficiency. 

 However, this measure is flawed as it does not account for what is lost when efficiency is 

achieved by passing laws without adequate notice and deliberation. 

 Most, if not all, of these laws create burdensome obligations on persons and often affect 

their fundamental rights. 

 Legislators, as representatives of the people, are expected to exercise a duty of care before 

casting their vote. 

 This entails due deliberation about the implications of the law, posing amendments and 

questions to the concerned Minister, and requiring expert evidence through standing 

committees. 

 Deliberation in Parliament ensures that the views of persons who are adversely affected by 

a law are heard and actively engaged with. 

 Rushed law-making, rendering Parliament a rubber stamp, sacrifices two core ideals of a 

constitutional democracy, namely, equal participation and respect for fundamental rights. 

Legislative process in India: Issues 

 The proportion of Bills being referred to parliamentary committees for study and 

consultation has drastically fallen in the current Lok Sabha. 
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 As per an analysis, between June 2014 and May 2019, 186 Bills were introduced out of 

which 142 saw no prior consultations. 

 As per another analysis, the proportion of Bills being referred to parliamentary committees 

for study and consultation has drastically fallen from 60 per cent in the 14th Lok Sabha (LS), 

71 per cent in the 15th LS, 27 per cent in the 16th LS to just 11 per cent so far in the current 

LS. 

 One such Bill, reorganising the erstwhile state of Jammu and Kashmir, saw an 

unprecedented breakdown of all channels of consultation, within and outside the 

Parliament. 

 Another such Bill redefining the relationship between the Lieutenant Governor of Delhi 

and elected Chief Minister of Delhi saw no consultation whatsoever with either the people 

of Delhi or the elected legislature; in other words, the affected parties were denied the 

opportunity to participate in making the law. 

 Even where consultation has been carried out, it has left much to be desired. Last year, 

amidst the pandemic, the government proposed drastic changes to the Environment Impact 

Assessment procedures. 

 Concerned citizens had to approach the courts to get the deadline for the consultation 

extended and to get the government to make the notification available in all scheduled 

languages so that everyone could meaningfully participate in the consultation. 

Solutions 

 The Pre-Legislative Consultation Policy (PLCP) was instituted in 2014 requiring that every 

Ministry and Department “proactively” publish every proposed draft legislation or 

subordinate legislation, its justification, essential elements, financial implications and an 

estimated impact assessment on rights, lives, livelihoods, environment, etc. 

 The policy also provides that all such information should be put in the public domain for a 

minimum period of 30 days and the feedback received should also be published on the 

website of the concerned ministry or department. 

 The policy also provides that the summary of this pre-legislative process should be made 

available to any Parliamentary standing committee to which the subsequent Bill may be 

referred. 

 Thus, the policy envisaged a consultation while the Bill is being drafted and a study and 

consultation by a Parliamentary committee after it is introduced in Parliament. 

Conclusion 

In a country governed by the rule of law and a liberal Constitution providing for representation of 

marginalised sections in law-making positions, it is not difficult to argue that a closed and exclusive 

access to law-making processes is antithetical to the justice — social, economic and political — that 

our Constitution guarantees to everyone. By adopting arbitrary and discretionary processes and not 

clearly identifying and including all stakeholders in the policy-making process, the government 

denies equality before law to those excluded. It also curtails freedoms of speech of such excluded 

groups to undertake legitimate advocacy on law and policy issues. 
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To remedy the situation, a transparent consultation process must be initiated, to design a law on 

public participation in law and policy-making and to regulate lobbying and advocacy in an equitable 

manner. 

What were the causes that led to the Bangladesh Liberation War of 1971. Explain as 

to why India got involved in the war to liberate Bangladesh? (150 words) 
Introduction 

Pakistan was made of West and East Pakistan after August 14,1947. The eastern province gained its 

independence in March 1971 and Bangladesh was born. Bangladesh’s independence has been 

considered India’s most successful neighbourhood intervention. 

Body: 

The causes that led to the Bangladesh Liberation War of 1971 

 Economic Prowess of East Pakistan: 

o Most of the foreign exchange was earned by exports from East Pakistan which was 

poorly defended when the big war of 1965 with India was fought. 

 Disparity of Governance: 

o Punjab and the Punjabi-dominated army ruled Pakistan soon after the birth of 

Pakistan. 

o The services were also dominated by Punjabis through quotas but East Pakistan 

dominated in literacy and high education. 

o Top seats in the civil services exams always went to East Pakistan. 

 Military Rule: 

o General Ayub Khan took over Pakistan in 1958, the East Pakistan’s needs and 

demands were completely suppressed. 

o Until 1962, martial law continued and Ayub purged a number of politicians and civil 

servants from the government and replaced them with army officers. 

 Distance factor: 

o Pakistan couldn’t tackle the strange phenomenon of being divided by a thousand 

miles of India. 

 Six-Point Program discarded: 

o The six point program of Mujib-Ur-Rahman in 1966 for economic and political 

autonomy of East Pakistan was discarded. 

 Imposition of Urdu: 

o Urdu was made the “National Language” of Pakistan. The requests from East 

Pakistan and option of Arabic were turned down. 

 Genocides and Refugee Problems: 
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o There was a systematic ethnic slaughter which qualified as genocide. There was 

clear ethnic or religious targeting of the Hindu minority among the Bengalis. 

o By July-August 1971, 90% of the refugees were Hindus concentrated in the border 

districts of West Bengal with large Muslim populations. 

o The Response of West Pakistan to 1970 cyclone which ravaged East Pakistan was 

minimal and lacked compassion. 

 Immediate Cause: 

o The Awami League, led by Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, won a landslide victory in the 

national elections in 1971 and demanded autonomy for East Pakistan. 

o This victory also gave it the right to form a government, but Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, the 

Chairman of the Pakistan People’s Party refused to let the Sheikh become the Prime 

Minister of Pakistan. This initiated the war. 

India was compelled to intervene in the Bangladesh War of 1971 due to various strategic, domestic, 

economic and humanitarian factors. 

 Strategic: 

o Having a hostile West Pakistan and East Pakistan on both sides of its borders was a 

strategic concern for India. 

o This was compounded by the strain in Sino-Indian relations which culminated in the 

war of 1962. 

o Unprovoked military aggression by Pakistan on the North-West India in 1972 needed 

to be responded in a stringent manner. 

o Therefore, the intervention in 1971 was necessary to safeguard the long term 

strategic interests. 

 Domestic: 

o The constant influx of migrants from East Pakistan was creating various problems in 

the Border States. 

o The resources were limited and there was constant struggle between locals and 

refugees over the use of these resources. 

o Besides there were various other ethnic and social problems due to this inflow of 

migrants. 

 Economic: 

o The country was spending huge resources to absorb these refugees. 

o Being a closed economy, India was not in a position to continue spending resources 

for long and hence a long term solution to the problem was needed. 

o Beside, having a hostile East Pakistan was hindering the development of north-

eastern part of the country due to limited connectivity. 

 Humanitarian: 
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o Lastly the atrocities committed on the people of East Pakistan forced India to 

intervene in the conflict on humanitarian ground to prevent a large scale crisis. 

Conclusion 

India played the great role in emergence of independent Bangladesh and was the first country to 

recognise Bangladesh as separate state. India’s humanitarian intervention in Bangladesh has shaped 

South Asia, made it a responsible power in the region. India’s links with Bangladesh are civilisational, 

cultural, social and economic. The shared colonial legacy, history and socio-cultural bonds demand 

that the political leadership of the two countries inject momentum into India-Bangladesh relations. 

Value addition 

India’s role in liberation of Bangladesh: 

 Indian government allowed Awami league leaders to form government in exile 

 Gave military training to Mukti Bahini Sena on Indian soil. 

 Provided food, shelter, clothing and medical aid to refugees in spite of tremendous strain 

on their resources. 

 In December 1971, Indian armed forces directly undertook the operation for liberation of 

Bangladesh which led to Indo-Pakistan war of 1971. 

 India observed international refugee law and allowed refugees regardless of religion or 

language. It internationalised their tragedy. 

Nehru favoured the policy of integrating the tribal people in Indian society by making 

them an integral part of the Indian nation, even while maintaining their distinct 

identity and culture. Elucidate. (250 words, 15 marks) 
Introduction 

The preservation of the tribal people’s rich social and cultural heritage lay at the heart of the 

government’s policy of tribal integration. As Jawaharlal Nehru, the main influence in shaping the 

government’s attitude towards the tribals, put it: ‘The first problem we have to face there [in the 

tribal areas] is to inspire them [the tribal people] with confidence and to make them feel at one 

with India, and to realise that they are part of India and have an honoured place in it.’ At the same 

time, ‘India to them should signify not only a protecting force but a liberating one’. Indian 

nationalism, Nehru thought, was capable of accommodating the uniqueness of the tribal people. 

Body 

Nehruvian idea of integrating tribal people in Indian society 

 There were two major approaches regarding the place to be accorded to tribals in Indian 

society. One approach was to leave the tribal people alone, uncontaminated by modern 

influences operating outside their world and to let them stay more or less as they were. 

 The second approach was that of assimilating them completely and as quickly as possible 

into the Indian society all around them. The disappearance of the tribal way of life was not 

to be regretted; it was to be welcomed for that would represent their ‘upliftment’. 
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 Jawaharlal Nehru rejected both these approaches. The first approach, of treating the tribal 

people ‘as museum specimens to be observed and written about’, was, he said, ‘to insult 

them’. 

 The tribal people, he wrote, ‘could not be left cut off from the world as they were’. 

 Isolation was in any case impossible at this stage, for the process of penetration by the 

outside world had already gone too far and ‘it was not possible or desirable to isolate them’ 

 The second approach of allowing them ‘to be engulfed by the masses of Indian humanity 

’,or of their assimilation through the operation of normal outside forces was also wrong, 

according to Nehru. 

 This would lead to the loss of the tribals’ social and cultural identity and of the many virtues 

they possessed. 

 Instead of these two approaches, Nehru favoured the policy of integrating the tribal people 

in Indian society , of making them an integral part of the Indian nation, even while 

maintaining their distinct identity and culture. 

Nehruvian tribal Panchsheel policy 

There were two basic parameters of the Nehruvian approach: ‘the tribal areas have to progress’ 

and ‘they have to progress in their own way’. Progress did not mean ‘an attempt merely to 

duplicate what we have got in other parts of India’. Whatever was good in the rest of India would ‘be 

adopted by them gradually’. 

Jawaharlal Nehru formulated the following five principles for the policy to be pursued vis-a-vis the 

tribals also known as Tribal Panchsheel: 

 People should develop along the lines of their own genius, and the imposition of alien values 

should be avoided. 

 Tribal rights in land and forest should be respected. 

 Teams of tribals should be trained in the work of administration and development. 

 Tribal areas should not be over-administered or overwhelmed with a multiplicity of 

schemes. 

 Results should be judged not by statistics or the amount of money spent, but by the human 

character that is evolved. 

Conclusion 

Nehru’s approach was in turn based on the nationalist policy towards tribals since the 1920s when 

Gandhiji set up ashrams in the tribal areas and promoted constructive work. After independence this 

policy was supported by Rajendra Prasad, the first President of India, and other major political 

leaders. 

Value addition 

Measures taken to preserve tribal identity and culture 

 To give shape to the government’s policy, a beginning was made in the constitution itself 

which directed under Article 46 that the state should promote with special care the 
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educational and economic interests of the tribal people and should protect them from social 

injustice and all forms of exploitation, through special legislation. 

 The governors of the states in which tribal areas were situated were given special 

responsibility to protect tribal interests, including the power to modify central and state 

laws in their application to tribal areas, and to frame regulations for the protection of 

tribals’ right to land and also their protection from money lenders. 

 The application of the Fundamental Rights was amended for this purpose. The constitution 

also extended full political rights to the tribal people. 

 In addition, it provided for reservation of seats in the legislatures and positions in the 

administrative services for the Scheduled Tribes as in the case of the Scheduled Castes. 

 The constitution also provided for the setting up of Tribal Advisory Councils in all 

states containing tribal areas to advise on matters concerning the welfare of tribals. 

 A Commissioner for Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes was appointed by the President 

to investigate whether the safeguards provided for them were being observed. 

The Freedom Struggle – its various stages and important contributors 

/contributions from different parts of the country. 

Though puzzling for many, Gandhi’s strategy to keep the issue of salt issue as a core 

aspect of civil disobedience movement was well thought, carefully calibrated and its 

appeal was universal. Substantiate. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Easy 
Reference: Chapter-22: India’s Struggle for Independence by Bipan Chandra 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1 as mentioned in Mission-2022 
Secure timetable. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To reason behind Gandhi’s strategy to choose salt as a core aspect of civil disobedience movement. 
Directive word:  
Substantiate – When you are asked to Substantiate, you must pass a sound judgement about the 
truth of the given statement in the question or the topic based on evidence.  You must appraise the 
worth of the statement in question using suitable case studies or/ and examples. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Start by giving introduction to the events that led to the rise of the civil disobedience movement. 
Body: 
Mention the intent of Gandhi’s strategy behind choosing salt as an issue to launch a movement 
against the British and link it with Gandhi’s method of Constructive work, the economic aspect, 
emotional aspect, Civil Disobedience aspect and stress on the factor of mass appeal. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by mentioning the impact of salt satyagraha setting the foundation for a non-violent mass 
struggle. 
Introduction 

Gandhiji had presented 11 demands in front of British based on mandate of Lahore congress session 

and gave an ultimatum of Jan 31st 1930 to accept them. With no positive response forthcoming from 
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the Government on these demands, the Congress Working Committee invested Gandhi with full 

powers to launch the Civil Disobedience Movement (CDM) at a time and place of his choice. By 

February-end, Gandhi had decided to make, salt, the central formula for the CDM. 

Body  

Salt issue as focus of protest: 

 In every Indian household, salt was indispensable, yet people were forbidden from making 

salt even for domestic use, compelling them to buy it from shops at a high price. 

 As Gandhi said, “There is no other article like salt, outside water, by taxing which the 

Government can reach the starving millions, the sick, the maimed and the utterly helpless”. 

 It is the most inhuman poll tax the ingenuity of man can devise. 

 Salt in a flash linked the ideal of swaraj with a most concrete and universal grievance of the 

rural poor and with no socially divisive implications like a no-rent campaign. 

 Salt afforded a paltry but psychologically important income, like khadi, for the poor through 

self-help. 

 Salt also offered to the urban adherents the opportunity of a symbolic identification with 

mass suffering. 

 The British used to destroy salt collected from the villagers from the sea which led to 

an increase in national expenditure. 

 The state monopoly over salt was deeply unpopular; by making it his target, Gandhiji hoped 

to mobilise a wider discontent against British rule. 

 Salt had no divisive elements in terms of caste, religion or class thus was a silent ingredient 

of “Unity in Diversity”. 

 Salt was chosen to symbolize the start of civil disobedience movement because salt was 

deemed as something on which every Indian had the basic right. 

 Gandhiji declared resistance to British salt policies to be the unifying theme for the civil 

disobedience movement and thus started Dandi March. 

Conclusion 

The Salt March got national and international recognition and shook the Britishers with its non-

violent nature. It got massive press coverage and drew the world’s attention towards the Indian 

Independence Movement. Even today, non-violent peaceful protest is a potent tool against 

oppressive practices of the government. 

Value addition: 

Significance of Dandi March in Indian National Movement 

 The historic march, marking, the launch of the Civil Disobedience Movement, began 

on March 12, and Gandhi broke the salt law by picking up a handful of salt at Dandi on 

April 6. 
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 The violation of the law was seen as a symbol of the Indian people’s resolve not to live under 

British- made laws and therefore under British rule. 

 The march, its progress and its impact on the people was well covered by newspapers. In 

Gujarat, 300 village officials resigned in answer to Gandhi’s appeal. 

 Participation of women: For Indian women, the movement was the most liberating 

experience and can truly be said to have marked their entry into the public sphere. 

 Reduced British Authority: The hegemony of the Government was eroded, as they faced the 

classic dilemma of ‘damned if you do, damned if you don’t—if force was applied, the 

Congress cried ‘repression’, and if little was done, the Congress cried ‘victory’. 

 Mass involvement: Massive participation of peasants and business groups compensated for 

decline of other features. The number of those imprisoned was about three times more this 

time. The Congress was organisationally stronger. 

Explain the spread of the civil disobedience movement in terms of popular response 

and regional patterns across India. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Easy 
Reference: Chapter-22: India’s Struggle for Independence by Bipan Chandra 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1 as mentioned in Mission-2022 
Secure timetable. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the spread of the civil disobedience movement in India along with its regional 
patterns. 
Directive word:  
Explain – Clarify the topic by giving a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the 
context. You must be defining key terms wherever appropriate and substantiate with relevant 
associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin your answer by giving context of Civil disobedience movement (CDM) and its beginnings. 
Body: 
Draw a small map showing various regional manifestations of the CDM. 
Mention about the various leaders across India such as Kelappan, C Rajagopalachari and others 
leading each of the regional areas across India. 
Mention Civil disobedience movement against Chowkidari tax, the people of Balasore boycotting all 
forms of tax, defying the forest laws etc and the areas in which it was active. 
Also new forms of boycott such as formation of volunteer corps, involving children and women, 
secretly spreading the messages of Congress in rural areas for demand of swarajya through 
underground channels may be highlighted to show emergence of new patterns of activism against 
the British Raj. 
Conclusion: 
Comment on the impact of the movement. 
Introduction 

Gandhi addressed an ultimatum to Viceroy Lord Irwin on 31 January 1930, asking him to remove the 

evils of the British rule and also informed of his decision to undertake Civil Disobedience 

Movement. The aim of this movement was a complete disobedience of the orders of the British 

Government. There was agitation against land revenue, abolition of salt tax, cutting down military 
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expenditure, levying duty on foreign cloth, among others, throughout India. A very important 

movement was that of Salt Satyagraha where Gandhi undertook the Dandi march as a protest 

against the Salt tax. 

Body 

Spread of the civil disobedience movement: 

In terms of Popular Response: 

 With Gandhi’s symbolic breaking of salt laws at Dandi, defiance of salt laws started all over 

the country. 

 Every section of society as Students, Women, Tribals, Merchants and Petty Traders, 

Workers & Peasants took active part in CDM. 

 The defiance of salt laws took place in different provinces too under leadership of various 

leaders. 

 In Tamil Nadu, C Rajagopalachari led the Salt Satyagraha; K Kelappan headed 

in Malabar and in Dharasana Salt Works (Gujarat) by Sarojini Naidu and Manilal Gandhi. 

 Khan Abdul Gaffar Khan raised the band of non-violent revolutionaries, the Khudai 

Khidmatgars, popularly knowns as the Red Shirts in the Peshawar region in the North West 

Frontier Province which played a crucial role in the Civil Disobedience Movement. 

 Women, young mothers, widowed and unmarried girls, played an important role in the 

picketing of liquor shops and opium dens and stores selling foreign cloth. They used non-

violent and persuasive means to convince the buyers and sellers to change their ways. 

 They were ably supported by the students and youth in the boycott of foreign cloth and 

liquor. 

 Significantly, for Indian women, the movement was the most liberating experience to date 

and the can be said to have marked their entry into public space. 

 The CDM was launched and the farmers were asked to not pay rent or only pay 50% of 

it. The government repression was harsh on them. 

In terms of regional patterns across India: 

 In Bihar, anti-Chowkidara tax campaign was initiated where villages refused to pay 

protection money to the local guards (chowkidars) who supplemented the meagre police 

forces in the rural areas. Rajendra Prasad took part in the anti-Chowkidara tax campaigns in 

Bihar. 

 In Gujarat, a no-tax movement took place against payment of land revenue. This was most 

visible in Kheda, Surat and Broach districts. Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel led the no-tax 

campaign in the Kheda district. 

 Defiance of forest laws took place on a large scale in Maharashtra, Karnataka and the 

Central Provinces, especially in areas with large tribal populations. 
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 In Assam, a powerful agitation led by students was launched against the ‘Cunningham 

circular‘ which forced students and their guardians to furnish assurances of good 

behaviour. 

 In United Provinces, a no-revenue, no-rent campaign was organized against the 

government which soon turned into a no-rent campaign against the zamindars. Jawaharlal 

Nehru played an important role in organizing the no-revenue, no-rent campaign and the 

districts of Agra and Rae Bareli were the important centers of this campaign. 

 The movement also popularized a variety of forms of mobilization like Prabhat Pheris, 

Patrikas, and Magic Lanterns. 

 In Manipur and Nagaland, at the young age of thirteen, Rani Gaidinliu of Nagaland raised 

the banner of revolt against foreign rule. She was captured in 1932 and sentenced to life 

imprisonment 

 In Chittagong, Surya Sen’s Chittagong Revolt Group carried out a raid on two armouries. It 

declared the establishment of a provisional government. 

 Provisional Governments were established in Ballia in UP by Chittu Pandey, Satara in 

Maharashtra. 

Conclusion 

The civil disobedience movement of 1930-31, then marked a critically important stage in the 

progress of the anti-imperialist struggle. The impact of the civil disobedience movement 

reverberated far and wide. It created distrust towards the British government and laid the 

foundation for the freedom struggle. 

Indian leaders resented the inefficacy of the Government of India Act 1935 in 

politically and economically empowering Indians but nevertheless gave it a try. 

Elucidate. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Easy 
Reference: Chapter 20- A Brief History of Modern India by Rajiv Ahir (Spectrum Publishers) 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1 and mentioned as part of 
Mission-2022 Secure timetable. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the reactions of Indian leaders to the Government of India Act 1935. 
Directive word:  
Elucidate – Give detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the context. You must be 
defining key terms wherever appropriate and substantiate with relevant associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Start by giving the context for the introduction of the Government of India Act,1935. 
Body: 
Write about the points supporting the Indian leaders to resent the Government of India Act,1935 
such as the concept of federation with Provinces to join the imperial power and have a reserved 
representation, promoting feudal despotism, communally divisive approach and economic control of 
federal budget. Stress on the point that as much as the Indian leaders resented it, they were 
appealed by the constitutional means involved and participated in the elections. 
Conclusion: 
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In the conclusion, despite its flaws major India leaders decided to give it a try and its outcome. 
Introduction 

The Government of India Act was passed by the British Government in the year 1935. It was one of 

the lengthiest Acts at that time as it contained 321 sections and 10 schedules. The act was 

implemented and formed from the sources like the Simon Commission Report, the three 

roundtable conferences etc. which were earlier declined by the government. 

Body 

Opposition to GOI Act 1935 

 One was that the Governor General was head of federation and could exert special 

powers in the reserved subjects. All the ultimate control was in the hands of the governor 

general. 

 The act appeared to grant real power to the people of India, but in reality, things were a 

little different. Provincial governor also had special powers in the two reserved areas. 

 They had the authority to dismiss ministers and even the right to dismiss the whole 

administration and rule by proclamation during a period of emergency. 

 However, the governors were asked to act upon the advice of Ministers, which seemed to be 

very beneficial. But this could also be surpassed. 

 Another reason was that the part concerning the central Govt. was never introduced 

because the princes rejected the new arrangements. 

 Although the act appeared to give the Indians a say in running their own country, there was 

a very limited franchise. 

 The property qualification for voting meant that only 25% of Indians population was 

allowed to vote in the provincial elections. 

 The act was opposed on all sides of India. The Congress, ML and even the princes of states 

disliked and resented this act. Nehru called it a “charter of slavery’ and said that it had so 

many safeguards that it was like ‘a machine with strong breaks but no engine’. 

Resentment against inefficacy of Government of India Act 1935 

 Nationalist response: The 1935 Act was condemned by nearly all sections and 

unanimously rejected by the Congress. The Congress demanded, instead, convening of a 

Constituent Assembly elected on the basis of adult franchise to frame a constitution for 

independent India. 

 Everyone agreed that the 1935 Act was to be opposed root and branch but it was not clear 

how it was to be done in a period when a mass movement was not yet possible. 

 In early 1937, elections to provincial assemblies were announced and there was agreement 

that the Congress should fight these elections on the basis of a detailed political and 

economic programme, thus deepening, the anti-imperialist consciousness of the people. 

 Despite fighting these elections, it did not amount to office acceptance under 1935 Act. 
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 The leftists proposed entry into the councils with an aim to create deadlocks, thus making 

the working of the Act impossible (older Swarajist strategy). 

 And, as a long-term strategy, they advocated an increased reliance on workers and 

peasants, integration of their class organisations into the Congress, thus imparting a 

socialist direction to resumption of a mass movement. 

 Capture or rejection of office was not a matter of socialism but of strategy. They agreed that 

there was a danger of being sucked in by wrong tendencies, but the answer was to fight 

these tendencies and not to abandon offices. 

 The administrative field should not be left open to pro-government reactionary forces. 

Despite limited powers, provincial ministries could be used to promote constructive work. 

 The Congress manifesto reaffirmed total rejection of the 1935 Act, and promised release of 

prisoners, removal of disabilities on the basis of gender and caste, radical transformation of 

the agrarian system, substantial reduction of rent and revenue, scaling down of rural debts, 

cheap credit and right to form trade unions and to strike. 

Conclusion 

Gandhi advised Congressmen to hold these offices lightly and not tightly. The offices were to be seen 

as ‘crowns of thorns’ which had been accepted to see if they quickened the pace towards the 

nationalist goal. Gandhi advised that these offices should be used in a way not expected or intended 

by the British. 

Value Addition 

The Government of India Act was passed by the British Parliament in August 1935. Its main 

provisions were as follows. 

 An All India Federation: It was to comprise all British Indian provinces, all chief 

commissioner’s provinces and Indian states. The federation’s formation was conditional on 

the fulfilment of two conditions: 

o states with allotment of 52 seats in the proposed Council of States should agree to 

join the federation; 

o aggregate population of states in the above category should be 50 per cent of the 

total population of all Indian states. 

 Federal executive: Governor-general was the pivot of the entire Constitution. Subjects to be 

administered were divided into reserved and transferred subjects. 

o Reserved subjects—foreign affairs, defence, tribal areas and ecclesiastical affairs—

were to be exclusively administered by the governor-general on the advice of 

executive councillors. 

o Executive councillors were not to be responsible to the Central Legislature 

 Legislature: The bicameral legislature was to have an upper house (Council of States) and a 

lower house (Federal Assembly). 

 Provincial autonomy replaced dyarchy. 
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For the Indians, world war-II provided the opportunity to revive the anti-colonial 

movement and mass struggle politics but decided against such opportunism. Discuss 

the nationalist response to the outbreak of world war-II. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: Chapter 22- A Brief History of Modern India by Rajiv Ahir (Spectrum Publishers) 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1 and mentioned as part of 
Mission-2022 Secure timetable. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write in detail about the nationalist response to the outbreak of world war-II. 
Directive word:  
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you must debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You must give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Mention the how the colonial government involved Indian army and resources in the World War II 
without reaching out any leaders. 
Body: 
Talk about the response of various leaders as a strategy to achieve self-rule in the context of World 
War II wherein one faction supported the idea of supporting the British against Fascist parties so that 
in return, they could achieve self-rule whereas, another faction was of the opinion to make use of the 
situation wherein the British resources were thinned and have an attack on the British in order to 
achieve independence. Mention the views of INC leaders. 
Also mention actions take such as Congress ministries resigning, Individual satyagraha and wait and 
watch approach. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by mentioning the stage being setup for the launch of Quit India movement. 
Introduction 

After Germany attacked Poland in 1939, Britain immediately declared war against Germany. 

The British Government of India declared India’s support for the war without consulting Indian 

opinion. Though the Congress did not like the unilateral action of the British of drawing India into 

the war without consulting the Indians, it decided to support the war effort conditionally. The 

hostility of the Congress to Fascism, Nazism, militarism and imperialism had been much more 

consistent than the British record. 

Body 

World war-II provided the opportunity to revive the anti-colonial movement and mass struggle 

politics: 

 Socialists thought it was the ideal time to launch a civil disobedience movement, to thus take 

advantage of the situation and snatch freedom from Britain. 

The nationalist response to the outbreak of world war-II: 

 Gandhi, who had all sympathy for Britain in this war because of his total dislike of the fascist 

ideology, advocated an unconditional support to the Allied powers. 
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o He made a clear distinction between the democratic nations of western Europe and 

the totalitarian Nazis and fascists. 

o He said that he was not willing to embarrass the British government during the war. 

 Subhas Bose and other socialists, such as Acharya Narendra Dev and Jayaprakash 

Narayan had no sympathy for either side in the war. 

o In their opinion, the war was being fought by imperialists on both sides; each side 

wanted to protect its colonial possessions and gain more territories to colonize, so 

neither side should be supported by the nationalists. 

 Jawaharlal Nehru was not ready to accept the opinion of either Gandhi or of the socialists. 

o He was clear in his mind about the difference between democratic values and 

fascism. 

o He believed that justice was on the side of Britain, France and Poland, but he also 

believed that Britain and France were imperialist powers, and that “the war was the 

result of the inner contradictions of capitalism maturing since the end of World War 

I”. 

o He, therefore, advocated no Indian participation till India itself was free. 

 The CWC resolution condemned Fascist aggression. It said that 

o India could not be party to a war being fought, on the face of it, for democratic 

freedom, while that freedom was being denied to India; 

o If Britain was fighting for democracy and freedom, it should be proved by ending 

imperialism in its colonies and establishing full democracy in India; 

o The government should declare its war aims soon and, also, as to how the principles 

of democracy were to be applied to India after the war. 

o The Congress leadership wanted “to give every chance to the viceroy and the British 

Government”. 

Conclusion 

However, at the same time, no advantage was to be taken of Britain’s difficulty by starting an 

immediate civil disobedience movement. Gandhi was more or less isolated in his stand.  In the end 

he decided to go with Nehru’s position, which was adopted by the Congress Working Committee.  

The Quit India Movement stands apart from the earlier movements in terms of the 

spirit and enthusiasm that it infused in the leaders as well ordinary people to support 

indigenous institutions and structures of power. Explain. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: Chapter 35- India’s Struggle for Independence by Bipan Chandra. 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write how Quit India movement was different from the previous mass movements. 
Directive word:  
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Explain – Clarify the topic by giving a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the 
context. You must be defining key terms wherever appropriate and substantiate with relevant 
associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Give the context of political scene of the country that led to the launch of Quit India movement 
Body: 
Write about the factors that made the movement stand apart from other struggles or movements 
against the Imperial rule, on lines of, Gandhi’s strategy, emergence of new leaders, Violence, Princely 
States, new developements and mass involvement etc and the way it aligned the local interest with 
that of national interest. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by mentioning that the much-needed impetus towards conclusion to the national freedom 
struggle can be credited to the Quit India movement. 
Introduction 

The failure of the Cripps Mission in April 1942 made it clear that Britain was unwilling to offer an 

honourable settlement and a real constitutional advance during the War. Consequently, Gandhiji 

drafted a resolution for the Congress Working Committee calling for Britain’s withdrawal and nation 

edged towards Quit India Movement or August Kranti. Mahatma Gandhi’s clarion call of ‘Do or 

Die’ inspired thousands of party workers but also created frenzy among the British who rushed to 

imprison the entire Congress leadership. 

Body 

Quit India Movement stands apart: 

 Social radicalism of Gandhi: 

o In a sharp contrast to Non-cooperation movement, where Gandhi withdrew after 

Chauri Chaura incident, in Quit India movement he not only refused to condemn 

the people’s resort to violence but unequivocally held government responsible for 

it. 

o Though the need for non-violence was always reiterated, Gandhi’s mantra of Do or 

Die represents the militant mood of Gandhi. 

o Gandhi also gave a call to all sections of the people, the princes, the Jagirdars, the 

Zamindars, the propertied and moneyed classes, who derive their wealth and 

property from the workers in the fields and factories and elsewhere, to whom 

eventually power and authority belong. 

o This  indicates Gandhi’s social radicalism and shift in the philosophy of the 

Congress, by now people with the goals of socialism and communism have become 

a part of the broad-based Congress organization. 

 Violent at some places: 

o The Quit India Movement was mainly a non-violent movement. However, it became 

violent at some places.Rails were uprooted, post offices were set on fire and offices 

were destroyed. 

 Leaderless movement: 
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o Even before the formal launching of the movement, the government in a single 

sweep arrested all the top leaders of the Congress. This led to spontaneous 

outburst of mass anger against the arrest of leaders.  

o The spontaneous participation of the massesin the Quit India movement made it 

one of the most popular mass movements. 

 Demand for independence: 

o This historic movement placed the demand for independence on the immediate 

agendaof the national movement. 

o The spirit unleashed was carried further by Indian National Army of Subhas Chandra 

Bose. After ‘Quit India’ there could be no retreat. Independence was no longer a 

matter of bargain. 

o It accelerated and sustained the urge for freedom and enabled India to achieve 

freedom in 1947. 

 Establishment of Parallel Governments: 

o Parallel governments were established at many places. 

o Ballia under Chittu Pandey, got many Congress leaders released. 

o In Tamluk and Contai subdivisions of Midnapore in West Bengal, the local populace 

were successful in establishing Jatiya Sarkar, which undertook cyclone relief work, 

sanctioned grants to schools, supplied paddy from the rich to the poor, organised 

Vidyut Vahinis, etc. 

o In Satara (Maharashtra), “Prati Sarkar”, was organised under leaders like Y.B. 

Chavan, Nana Patil, etc. Village libraries and Nyayadan Mandals were organised 

 Underground Activity: 

o Many nationalists went underground and took to subversive activities. 

o The participants in these activities were the Socialists, Forward Bloc members, 

Gandhi ashramites, revolutionary nationalists and local organisations in Bombay, 

Poona, Satara, Baroda and other parts of Gujarat, Karnataka, Kerala, Andhra, United 

Provinces, Bihar and Delhi. 

o The main personalities taking up underground activity were Rammanohar Lohia, 

Jayaprakash Narayan, Aruna Asaf Ali, Usha Mehta, Biju Patnaik, Chhotubhai 

Puranik, Achyut Patwardhan, Sucheta Kripalani and R.P. Goenka. 

o Usha Mehta started an underground radio in Bombay. 

o This phase of underground activity was meant to keep up popular morale by 

continuing to provide a line of command and guidance to distribute arms and 

ammunition 

 Strong women participation: 

o Quit India movement was unique in the sense that it saw women participation 

where they not only participated as equals but also led the movement. 
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o Women, especially school and college girls, actively participated, and included Aruna 

Asaf Ali, Sucheta Kripalani and Usha Mehta. 

o There was Matangini Hazra, who lead a procession of 6,000 people, mostly women, 

to ransack a local police station. 

 Extent of Mass Participation 

o The participation was on many levels. 

o Youth, especially the students of schools and colleges, remained in the forefront. 

o Workers went on strikes and faced repression. 

o Peasants of all strata were at the heart of the movement. 

o Even some zamindars 

o Government officials, especially those belonging to lower levels in police and 

administration, participated resulting in erosion of government loyalty. 

o Muslims helped by giving shelter to underground activists. There were no 

communal clashes during the movement. 

Conclusion 

Despite its failure, the Quit India movement is considered significant as it made the British 

Government realize that India was ungovernable in the long run. Post the Second World War, the 

question that was most prominent for the British was on how to exit India peacefully. 

Value addition: 

The quit India resolution stated the provisions of the movement as: 

 An immediate end to British rule over India. 

 Declaration of the commitment of free India to defend itself against all kinds of imperialism 

and fascism. 

 Formation of a provisional government of India after British withdrawal. 

 Sanctioning a civil disobedience movement against British rule. 

Non-participants: 

 The Communists did not join the movement; in the wake of Russia (where the communists 

were in power) being attacked by Nazi Germany, the communists began to support the 

British war against Germany and the ‘Imperialist War’ became the ‘People’s War’. 

 The Muslim League opposed the movement, fearing that if the British left India at that time, 

the minorities would be oppressed by the Hindus. 

 The Hindu Mahasabha boycotted the movement. 

 The Princely states showed a low-key response. 
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There were multiple factors in play that resulted in the partition of India. No single individual 

brought it about or could have averted it. Critically Comment. (250 words) 

Difficulty level: Easy 

Reference: Chapter 37- India’s Struggle for Independence by Bipan Chandra. 

Why the question: 

The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1. 

Key Demand of the question: 

To critically comment on as to why Partition happened and responsibility of various individuals and 

organisations for it. 

Directive word:  

Critically comment – When asked to analyse, you must examine methodically the structure or 

nature of the topic by separating it into component parts and present them in a summary. When 

‘comment’ is prefixed, we must express our knowledge and understanding of the issue and form an 

overall opinion thereupon. 

Structure of the answer: 

Introduction: 

Begin by mentioning the divisive politics played by the British leading to communal tensions in the 

Indian society. 

Body: 

Discuss various factors that led to the Partition of India such as rising religious tensions, socio-

economic differences between the Hindus and Muslims, role of British, Muslim League and Congress 

and important personalities involved and their political strategies. 

Conclusion: 

Conclude by mentioning that Partition was neither a result of a planned agenda nor by chance. It 

was cumulative outcome of various factors at play. 

Introduction 

“Partition” – the division of British India into the two separate states of India and Pakistan on August 

14-15, 1947 – was the “last-minute” mechanism by which the British were able to secure agreement 

over how independence would take place. At the time, few people understood what Partition would 

entail or what its results would be, and the migration on the enormous scale that followed took the 

vast majority of contemporaries by surprise. 

Body 

Factors in play that resulted in the partition of India: 

 Divide and Rule: 

o As colonizers, the British had followed a divide-and-rule policy in India. 
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o In the census they categorized people according to religion and viewed and treated 

them as separate from each other. 

o They also were fearful of the potential threat from the Muslims, who were the 

former rulers of the subcontinent, ruling India for over 300 years under the Mughal 

Empire. 

 Separateness of Muslims by British: 

o To win them over to their side, the British helped establish the Mohammedan Anglo 

Oriental College at Aligarh and supported the All-India Muslim Conference, both of 

which were institutions from which leaders of the Muslim League and the ideology 

of Pakistan emerged. 

o As soon as the league was formed, Muslims were placed on a separate electorate. 

o Thus, the separateness of Muslims in India was built into the Indian electoral 

process. 

 Communal politics: 

o Some scholars  see  Partition  as  a  culmination  of 

a  communal  politics  that  started  developing  in  the 

opening  decades  of  the  twentieth 

o They suggest that  separate  electorates  for  Muslims, 

created  by  the  colonial  government  in  1909  and 

expanded  in  1919,  crucially  shaped  the  nature  of communal politics. 

 Ideological divide: 

o There was also an ideological divide between the Muslims and the Hindus of India. 

o While there were strong feelings of nationalism in India, by the late 19th century 

there were also communal conflicts and movements in the country that were based 

on religious identities rather than class or regional ones. 

o Socio-religious movements such as Tablighi, Tanzim, Shuddhi, Sangathan all aimed 

at attacking the religious sentiments of both Hindus and Muslims 

 Role of Hindu revivalists: 

o Hindu revivalists also deepened the chasm between the two nations. They resented 

the Muslims for their former rule over India. 

o Hindu revivalists rallied for a ban on the slaughter of cows, a cheap source of meat 

for the Muslims. 

o They also wanted to change the official script from the Persian to the Hindu 

Devanagari script, effectively making Hindi rather than Urdu the main candidate for 

the national language. 

 Mistakes in Congress policies: 
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o The Congress made several mistakes in their policies which further convinced the 

League that it was impossible to live in an undivided India after freedom from 

colonial rule because their interests would be completely suppressed. 

o One such policy was the institution of “Bande Mataram,” a national anthem 

historically linked to anti-Muslim sentiment, in the schools of India where Muslim 

children were forced to sing it. 

 British Government policies: 

o Pro-Muslim League attitude of the British in the August Offer, 1940 

o Failure of Cripps Mission and its acceptance of autonomy of Muslim majority 

province 

o Failure of Shimla Conference indirectly sub-served the League’s demands 

o The Cabinet Mission was the final nail in the coffin. This was followed by Jinnah’s 

brutal Direct Action Day culminating with the Mountbatten Plan 1947. 

However, partition could have been averted: 

 If the long term failure of the Congress to draw in the Muslim masses into the national 

movement and stem the surging waves of Muslim communalism, which, especially since 

1937, had been beating with increasing fury had been overcome. 

 If the common citizens would have understood the ill-intent of Britishers of pleasing one 

community over the other. 

 If Communal groups like Hindu Mahasabha and Muslim league had been dealt with strictly. 

Conclusion: 

As the noted historian Ramachandra Guha puts it – “the short sightedness of Congress, Jinnah’s 

ambitions and Britain’s amorality and cynicism had made partition inevitable”. In retrospect, the 

process of partition could have been implemented better which would have curbed many deaths, 

horrific incidents and helped maintain friendly relations between the neighbours, India and 

Pakistan.  

What are the legacies of Indian National Movement? Analyse the weaknesses and 

limitations of the legacies of the nationalist movement in India. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: Chapter 38 – India’s Struggle for Independence by Bipan Chandra. 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the various legacies derived from out national movement and their limitations. 
Directive word:  
Analyse – When asked to analyse, you must examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them in a summary. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by giving a summation of Indian National movement, its various phases and diverse 
involvements. 
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Body: 
Mention about various legacies of national movement such as formation of Indian nation, mass 
participation in Indian politics, promotion of civil liberties, modern science etc. 
Also analyse the limitation/weakness of the legacies such as lack of a strong political cadre and some 
centrifugal forces among the masses that led to the partition of the country. Highlight some of its 
weaknesses as well in the backdrop of partition. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by mentioning that among the various diverse factors in the society, the Indian National 
movement evolved on the foundation of non-violent principles and keeping civil liberties as its core 
principle leading to the establishment of one of the greatest constitutions in the world. 
Introduction 

In a global context, the place of the Indian national movement in Indian history is broadly 

comparable to the place of French Revolution in the history of 

Europe  and  the  Russian  Revolution  in  Russian  history.  The  Indian  National Movement 

represented the largest possible consensus, particularly after 1920,when it came under Gandhi’s 

leadership. The consensus enabled the legacy of the movement to endure and survive. 

Plurality  was  an  important  uniqueness  of  the  national  movement.  Apart from providing 

diversity to the nationalist struggle, it also enabled the movement to make smooth transition from a 

struggle to State power in 1947. 

Body 

The legacies of Indian National Movement: 

 Making of the Indian Nation 

o The Indian nationalism that evolved since the second half of the 19th century was a 

variant of the generic global phenomenon called nationalism. 

o But it also evolved some distinctive features of its own. In a nutshell, it 

was territorial (as against 

ethnic), civic  (as  against  religious),  plural  (as  against  mono-cultural)  and 

remarkably  non-coercive. 

o It tried  to  evolve  national  unity  without  seeking  to impose it from the top. Its 

main tendency was homogenizing (as all nationalisms inevitably are) but without 

being unduly coercive. 

o Anti-imperialism 

and  national  unity  were  the  two  major  pillars  that  sustained  the edifice of 

Indian nationalism. 

 Mass Participation in Politics 

o Democratization of Indian politics and mass participation in politics was extremely 

important features of the national movement. 

o The democratization took the form of 

popular  participation  in  the  struggles  conducted  during  the  course  of  the 

movement. 

o Each phase  of  the struggle – from Swadeshi movement to Quit India – brought 

different segments 
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–  urban  population,  peasants,  workers,  students,  women,  tribals  –  within  the 

orbit  of  the  national 

 Promotion of Civil Liberties 

o Tremendous focus  on  civil  liberties  is  another  major  legacy  of  the  national 

movement. 

o From the very beginning the leaders of the national movement showed concern for 

civil liberties, namely freedom of the press, speech and association. 

o The freedom of press was very central to early nationalist leadership, because their 

main political activities were conducted primarily through the press. 

o As part  of  their commitment to human rights, the Indian leadership, led by Motilal 

Nehru and Tej Bahadur Sapru, prepared a national constitution in 1928. 

o Generally known 

as Nehru  Report,  it  recommended  the  declaration  of  fundamental  rights,  a 

parliamentary system of government, adult franchise and an independent 

judiciary. 

o It should thus be clear that the Indian national movement provided a robust human 

rights framework to be pursued in independent India. 

 Economic Development  based  on  Modern  Science  and Technology 

o Almost from  the  very  beginning  of  the  national  movement,  the  leadership 

developed a vision of a future India as a modern industrial society and economy. 

o The economy was to be based on industrialism making full use of modern science 

and technology, as had happened in Europe. 

 Secularism 

o The Indian national movement was organized along secular lines and remained fully 

committed to secularism till the very end. 

o With the  convergence  and  synergy  of  ideas  between  Gandhi  and  Nehru,  the 

dominant  conception  of  secularism  that  developed  in  independent  India  was 

neither anti-religion nor was it based on a denial of religion in social life. 

o It was rather based on an opposition to communalism and to any discrimination on 

the basis of religion. 

o There is no doubt that this dominant model of Indian secularism derives entirely 

from the ideas and practices evolved during the course of the national movement, 

and constitutes its significant legacy 

 Independent Foreign Policy 

o The Indian  national movement was quite distinctive in this respect in that it showed 

a tremendous concern  with  the  question  of  a  foreign 
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o It evolved  an  internationalist framework of policy during the course of the 

movement, which served to provide the blueprint for the foreign policy practiced by 

the State in independent India. 

The weaknesses and limitations of the legacies of the nationalist movement in India: 

 Couldn’t bring major changes in social structure 

o The capacity of the movement couldn’t carry out a rapid and radical transformation 

of the Indian social structure in a modern direction. 

o As a result, the society that emerged after 1947, contained not just the positive 

features of the Indian tradition, but also some of its negative features such as 

hierarchy, patriarchy, caste prejudices, among others. 

 Presence of centrifugal pressures and fissiparous tendencies 

o At the  local  level,  the  national  movement  was  not  carried  out  by  doctrinally 

trained political cadre but by ordinary men and women. 

o Also, the channels of control at the top were held rather loosely. Considerable 

autonomy was exercised by the participants of the movement at various levels. 

o This lack of strict control from 

the  top,  along  with  multiple  diversities  that  existed  in  the  movement  as well 

as in the society, meant that the movement as a whole was never completely free 

from centrifugal pressures and fissiparous tendencies. 

 Partition of India couldn’t be averted 

o The fissiparous tendencies developed and grew stronger, the leadership of the 

movement found  it  very  difficult  to  handle  these  pressures 

o The development of  such  political  tendencies  and  the  inability  of  the  Congress 

leadership to successfully counter it actually resulted in the partition of the 

country and the national unity being compromised. 

These weaknesses too appear to have carried  into  the  body  politic  of  independent  India. 

Conclusion 

The  Indian  National  Movement  left  a  rich  legacy  for  independent  India. For independent India 

this legacy was something like ‘ancestral wealth’; it could either be nurtured or thrown away. 

It  can  therefore  be concluded that society and politics in independent India may be considered to 

have lived under the shadows of the national movement.  

Indian leaders resented the inefficacy of the Government of India Act 1935 in 

politically and economically empowering Indians but nevertheless gave it a try. 

Elucidate. (150 words, 10 marks) 
Introduction 

The Government of India Act was passed by the British Government in the year 1935. It was one of 

the lengthiest Acts at that time as it contained 321 sections and 10 schedules. The act was 
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implemented and formed from the sources like the Simon Commission Report, the three 

roundtable conferences etc. which were earlier declined by the government. 

Body 

Opposition to GOI Act 1935 

 One was that the Governor General was head of federation and could exert special 

powers in the reserved subjects. All the ultimate control was in the hands of the governor 

general. 

 The act appeared to grant real power to the people of India, but in reality, things were a 

little different. Provincial governor also had special powers in the two reserved areas. 

 They had the authority to dismiss ministers and even the right to dismiss the whole 

administration and rule by proclamation during a period of emergency. 

 However, the governors were asked to act upon the advice of Ministers, which seemed to be 

very beneficial. But this could also be surpassed. 

 Another reason was that the part concerning the central Govt. was never introduced 

because the princes rejected the new arrangements. 

 Although the act appeared to give the Indians a say in running their own country, there was 

a very limited franchise. 

 The property qualification for voting meant that only 25% of Indians population was 

allowed to vote in the provincial elections. 

 The act was opposed on all sides of India. The Congress, ML and even the princes of states 

disliked and resented this act. Nehru called it a “charter of slavery’ and said that it had so 

many safeguards that it was like ‘a machine with strong breaks but no engine’. 

Resentment against inefficacy of Government of India Act 1935 

 Nationalist response: The 1935 Act was condemned by nearly all sections and 

unanimously rejected by the Congress. The Congress demanded, instead, convening of a 

Constituent Assembly elected on the basis of adult franchise to frame a constitution for 

independent India. 

 Everyone agreed that the 1935 Act was to be opposed root and branch but it was not clear 

how it was to be done in a period when a mass movement was not yet possible. 

 In early 1937, elections to provincial assemblies were announced and there was agreement 

that the Congress should fight these elections on the basis of a detailed political and 

economic programme, thus deepening, the anti-imperialist consciousness of the people. 

 Despite fighting these elections, it did not amount to office acceptance under 1935 Act. 

 The leftists proposed entry into the councils with an aim to create deadlocks, thus making 

the working of the Act impossible (older Swarajist strategy). 

 And, as a long-term strategy, they advocated an increased reliance on workers and 

peasants, integration of their class organisations into the Congress, thus imparting a 

socialist direction to resumption of a mass movement. 
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 Capture or rejection of office was not a matter of socialism but of strategy. They agreed that 

there was a danger of being sucked in by wrong tendencies, but the answer was to fight 

these tendencies and not to abandon offices. 

 The administrative field should not be left open to pro-government reactionary forces. 

Despite limited powers, provincial ministries could be used to promote constructive work. 

 The Congress manifesto reaffirmed total rejection of the 1935 Act, and promised release of 

prisoners, removal of disabilities on the basis of gender and caste, radical transformation of 

the agrarian system, substantial reduction of rent and revenue, scaling down of rural debts, 

cheap credit and right to form trade unions and to strike. 

Conclusion 

Gandhi advised Congressmen to hold these offices lightly and not tightly. The offices were to be seen 

as ‘crowns of thorns’ which had been accepted to see if they quickened the pace towards the 

nationalist goal. Gandhi advised that these offices should be used in a way not expected or intended 

by the British. 

Value Addition 

The Government of India Act was passed by the British Parliament in August 1935. Its main 

provisions were as follows. 

 An All India Federation: It was to comprise all British Indian provinces, all chief 

commissioner’s provinces and Indian states. The federation’s formation was conditional on 

the fulfilment of two conditions: 

o states with allotment of 52 seats in the proposed Council of States should agree to 

join the federation; 

o aggregate population of states in the above category should be 50 per cent of the 

total population of all Indian states. 

 Federal executive: Governor-general was the pivot of the entire Constitution. Subjects to be 

administered were divided into reserved and transferred subjects. 

o Reserved subjects—foreign affairs, defence, tribal areas and ecclesiastical affairs—

were to be exclusively administered by the governor-general on the advice of 

executive councillors. 

o Executive councillors were not to be responsible to the Central Legislature 

 Legislature: The bicameral legislature was to have an upper house (Council of States) and a 

lower house (Federal Assembly). 

 Provincial autonomy replaced dyarchy.  

Although the Ghadar movement failed to achieve its stated objectives, it cannot be 

termed as a failure. Critically Analyze. (150 words, 10 marks) 
Introduction 

Ghadar movement was started by leaders like Lal Hardayal, Sohan Singh, Kartar Singh & others on 

the foreign land in the year 1914. It started with the opposition against the discriminatory policies 
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of host countries towards immigrant Indians and lack of support by British. Gradually, it took 

the shape of nationalism in the form of armed struggle. Despite its failure to achieve the stated 

objectives, in later years Ghadarites helped in foundation of secular national peasant movement in 

Punjab. 

Body: 

Ghadar movement failed to achieve its objectives: 

 They completely underestimated the level of preparation needed – financially, 

organizational, ideological, which was needed before the launch of armed revolt. 

 They underestimated the strength of British in India in terms of their armed and 

organizational might, using which Ghadar movement was suppressed. 

 The movement was sustained more by the zeal and enthusiasm of the militants rather than 

any effective organization. 

 There was also Leadership crisis, due to lack of consistent leadership. Once Lala Hardayal 

escaped, there was no one to lead the Ghadarites. In India after a continuous search, they 

found Ras Bihari Bose as their leader. 

However, it cannot be completely termed as a failure: 

 Contributions of Ghadar movement in further deepening nationalist consciousness and 

ideology, the economic critique, impact on revolutionary nationalists and spread of 

nationalism abroad was truly immense. 

 It united the immigrant Indians for opposing and fighting against the British authorities. The 

Ghadar paper was published and distributed not only in USA and Canada, but it also reached 

to the Indians residing in Philippines, Singapore, Fiji, etc an acted as unifying factor. 

 It helped in sustaining the freedom struggle post Swadeshi movement, when Congress was 

not much politically active. So, the flame of patriotism and nationalism was kept alive by 

Ghadar movement. 

 The Ghadar paper was nationalist critique of colonialism and was a huge propaganda effort 

motivated and educated Indians. 

 The movement set out secular consciousness as the leaders were from diverse religious 

background worked together with peace and cooperation. As, Lala har dayal was Hindu, Ras 

Bihari bose was Bengali, Barkatullah was Muslim. 

 Leaders tried to give it democratic and egalitarian outlook, by incorporating people from 

diverse background like laborers, agriculture farmers and others. Their objective was to 

establish independent republic of India. 

Conclusion: 

Success or failure of a movement will not always be measured by its achievement or by its 

objectives. But by the deepening of nationalist consciousness, testing new strategies, secularism, 

egalitarianism and time bound executions of activities had contributed their share to freedom 

struggle which motivated further struggles which took place. 

Value addition: 
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Relevance of Ghadar Movement 

 The Ghadar movement can be described as tale of extreme valour, hard-work, toil which has 

reached the heart of every Indian settled on distant lines. 

 The powerful speeches by its leaders did shape the NRI opinion against the misrule of British 

in India. 

 It truly qualifies for a major struggle which aroused the people internationally and sowed 

seeds for any other future course of action. 

 The immediate results would have been different had the then leaders introduced proper 

organization and had given more time to study the general mood of the population. 

Though puzzling for many, Gandhi’s strategy to keep the issue of salt issue as a core 

aspect of civil disobedience movement was well thought, carefully calibrated and its 

appeal was universal. Substantiate. (150 words, 10 marks) 
Introduction 

Gandhiji had presented 11 demands in front of British based on mandate of Lahore congress session 

and gave an ultimatum of Jan 31st 1930 to accept them. With no positive response forthcoming from 

the Government on these demands, the Congress Working Committee invested Gandhi with full 

powers to launch the Civil Disobedience Movement (CDM) at a time and place of his choice. By 

February-end, Gandhi had decided to make, salt, the central formula for the CDM. 

Body 

Salt issue as focus of protest: 

 In every Indian household, salt was indispensable, yet people were forbidden from making 

salt even for domestic use, compelling them to buy it from shops at a high price. 

 As Gandhi said, “There is no other article like salt, outside water, by taxing which the 

Government can reach the starving millions, the sick, the maimed and the utterly helpless”. 

 It is the most inhuman poll tax the ingenuity of man can devise. 

 Salt in a flash linked the ideal of swaraj with a most concrete and universal grievance of the 

rural poor and with no socially divisive implications like a no-rent campaign. 

 Salt afforded a paltry but psychologically important income, like khadi, for the poor through 

self-help. 

 Salt also offered to the urban adherents the opportunity of a symbolic identification with 

mass suffering. 

 The British used to destroy salt collected from the villagers from the sea which led to 

an increase in national expenditure. 

 The state monopoly over salt was deeply unpopular; by making it his target, Gandhiji hoped 

to mobilise a wider discontent against British rule. 

 Salt had no divisive elements in terms of caste, religion or class thus was a silent ingredient 

of “Unity in Diversity”. 
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 Salt was chosen to symbolize the start of civil disobedience movement because salt was 

deemed as something on which every Indian had the basic right. 

 Gandhiji declared resistance to British salt policies to be the unifying theme for the civil 

disobedience movement and thus started Dandi March. 

Conclusion 

The Salt March got national and international recognition and shook the Britishers with its non-

violent nature. It got massive press coverage and drew the world’s attention towards the Indian 

Independence Movement. Even today, non-violent peaceful protest is a potent tool against 

oppressive practices of the government. 

Value addition: 

Significance of Dandi March in Indian National Movement 

 The historic march, marking, the launch of the Civil Disobedience Movement, began 

on March 12, and Gandhi broke the salt law by picking up a handful of salt at Dandi on 

April 6. 

 The violation of the law was seen as a symbol of the Indian people’s resolve not to live under 

British- made laws and therefore under British rule. 

 The march, its progress and its impact on the people was well covered by newspapers. In 

Gujarat, 300 village officials resigned in answer to Gandhi’s appeal. 

 Participation of women: For Indian women, the movement was the most liberating 

experience and can truly be said to have marked their entry into the public sphere. 

 Reduced British Authority: The hegemony of the Government was eroded, as they faced the 

classic dilemma of ‘damned if you do, damned if you don’t—if force was applied, the 

Congress cried ‘repression’, and if little was done, the Congress cried ‘victory’. 

 Mass involvement: Massive participation of peasants and business groups compensated for 

decline of other features. The number of those imprisoned was about three times more this 

time. The Congress was organisationally stronger. 

 Post-independence consolidation and reorganization within the country. 

The Partition of India was one of the largest, most abrupt, unplanned and tragic 

transfer of population that human history has known. Examine the impact of partition 

on India. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Easy 

Reference: Chapter-1 – NCERT XII – Politics in India since Independence 

Why the question: 

The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1 and mentioned as part of 

Mission-2022 Secure timetable. 

Key Demand of the question: 
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To write about the impact of Partition on India. 

Directive word: 

Examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we must investigate the topic (content words) in detail, inspect 

it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so 

we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 

Structure of the answer: 

Introduction:  

Begin by mentioning how transfer of power happened hastily resulting in a massive humanitarian 

crisis. 

Body: 

In detail, bring out the various issues that were caused due to abrupt and unplanned partition. 

Communal clashes, refugee crisis, minority issues, threat of administrative breakdown etc. 

Mention how the leaders responded to Partition. 

Conclusion: 

Write about the bitter lessons learnt that made India to evolve into an inclusive and a secular 

democracy. 

Introduction 

“Partition” – the division of British India into the two separate states of India and Pakistan on 

August 14-15, 1947 – was the “last-minute” mechanism by which the British were able to secure 

agreement over how independence would take place. At the time, few people understood what 

Partition would entail or what its results would be, and the migration on the enormous scale that 

followed took the vast majority of contemporaries by surprise. 

Body 

Impact of Partition on India: 

Social impacts 

 Huge number of refugees belonging to religious minorities crossing over the border 

 In terms of human resource the loss was enormous as it received about 16 million 

uprooted, homeless  refugees  who  had  to  be  rehabilitated  at 

 Demographic changes due to migration and Overcrowding in border districts, towns and 

cities 

 Emergence of ethno-cultural, ethno-religious minorities leading to inter-ethnic conflict 

 Influx of people in the metropolis of Kolkata resulting to over-urbanization 

 Logistics of rehabilitation of refugees 

 Rise in the number of unemployed 
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 Later bouts of communal tension generated further movement, with a trickle of people still 

migrating as late as the 1960s. 

Economic impacts 

 West Punjab  and  Sind  traditionally  formed  a  great  source  of  food  supply  so  much so 

that they were called the granary of undivided India. 

 But since the two regions came to belong to Pakistan after the partition, India was hit 

hard so far as food production was concerned. 

 The 

industrial sector suffered  considerably  from  the  impact  on  agriculture,  for  reasons  of  th

e  traditional  linkage  of  industries  with  the  agricultural  sector  for  deriving  raw  material

s  produced  in  the  agricultural 

 Inaddition  the  riots  that  ensued  after  the  partition  led  to  a  massive  migration  of  skill

ed  labour  from India to Pakistan. A majority of the skilled workers and artisans were 

incidentally the people of the Muslim community. 

 The biggest calamity in the jute sector arose from the fact that nearly 80% of jute 

production went to east Pakistan because of the partition. 

Geographical impacts 

 Loss of territorial resources, i.e. fertile agricultural land, in this case an extensive area under 

jute crop, forest lands, loss of huge mangrove forests in the deltaic region of Sunderbans 

 Sharing of water resources between upper and lower riparian states 

 Border 

disputes  related  to  demarcation  of  boundary  running  through  riverine  delta  areas  and  

flat  alluvium plains 

 Inadequate transport and communication network system between newly created 

independent nations 

 Inadequate infrastructure for inter and intra-regional trade and commerce 

 Enclaves on either side of the border 

Geopolitical impacts 

 The 

geopolitical  situation  is  a  direct  impact  of  unwise  partition  of  territories  the  implicatio

n of which is far- reaching. 

 In order to achieve a lasting peace in the sub-continent a pragmatic foreign 

policy and settlement  of  unresolved  issues  such  as  sharing  of  water,  border  manage

ment,  settlement of border disputes, disbanding of terrorist outfits are of prime 

importance. 

Conclusion 

Today, the two countries’ relationship is far from healthy. Kashmir remains a flashpoint; both 

countries are nuclear-armed. Indian Muslims are frequently suspected of harbouring loyalties 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia
https://www.insightsonindia.com/environment/unique-ecosystems-degradation-and-management/mangrove-ecosystem/


INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 

   

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips  Page 70 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia 

towards Pakistan; non-Muslim minorities in Pakistan are increasingly vulnerable thanks to the so-

called Islamisation of life there since the 1980s. Seven decades on, well over a billion people still live 

in the shadow of Partition. 

The relentless diplomacy and persuasion used by Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel made the 

dream of united India a reality. Discuss. (250 words) 

Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: Chapter-1 – NCERT XII – Politics in India since Independence 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1 and mentioned as part of 
Mission-2022 Secure timetable. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the process of integration of princely states in to the Union of India. 
Directive word:  
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you must debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You must give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by giving context of hundreds of princely states and humongous task in front of Sardar Patel. 
Body: 
In the first part, mention as to the tactics used by Sardar Patel to achieve integration of majority of 
princely states. 
Next, throw light on how Junagadh, Hyderabad and Kashmir resisted overtures to join India. Write in 
detail the methods used to integrate them. 
Conclusion: 
Summarise the contributions of Sardar Patel towards preserving the unity and territorial integrity of 
India. 
Introduction 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, the Iron Man of India, also considered to be the architect of modern India. 

India’s first deputy prime minister and home minister is remembered perhaps most for the manner 

in which he united the country by integrating 565 princely states soon after Independence. Modern 

Indian history is incomplete without Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel. His vision, his work, and his principles 

were highly remarkable in Independent India 

Body 

Dream of united India made true by Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 

 When India became independent in 1947, Sardar Patel took over the role as a deputy PM at 

a time when Indian history was in a very critical stage. 

 In a truly masterful display of statesmanship, Sardar Patel ensured a smooth integration of 

the troubled domains by not allowing the situation to deteriorate into civil unrest. 

 There was neither bloodshed nor any kind of rebellion as he went about the task of building 

a strong India with a missionary zeal. 

 Patel often invoked the patriotism of the princes in his attempt to convince them to join 

India. 
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 On other occasions he reminded them of the possibility of anarchy and on event of their 

refusal to join. 

 He also introduced the concept of ‘privy purses’ as a payment to be made to the families of 

the princes for their agreement to integrate with India. 

 With great skill and masterful diplomacy & using both persuasion & pressure, Patel 

succeeded in integrating hundreds of princely states. 

 Most princely states joined Constituent Assembly with wisdom but others like of Junagarh, 

Kashmir, Manipur and Hyderabad publicly announced their desire to claim an independent 

status. 

 Sardar Patel had strong will and his decisiveness, taking tough decisions, and his undivided 

loyalty towards Mahatma Gandhi marks him out among his peers. 

 His skilful combination of diplomatic persuasion of pointing to the larger long term 

interests of the population and also with a certain amount of arm-twisting which made it 

clear that there would be a price to pay if the rulers did not accept the conditions the Indian 

government was putting. 

Conclusion: 

Often referred to as the “Bismarck of India”, Patel was instrumental in bringing India together. Patel 

laid out the initial framework for persuading the princes to join, it was his secretary, V.P. Menon, 

who did the actual groundwork of coaxing them. The final touch in the process was applied by the 

Viceroy Lord Mountbatten. 

Value-addition 

 The roots of Amul can be traced back to his vision for empowering local communities, 

particularly women. 

 It was Sardar Patel who also popularized the idea of cooperative housing societies, thus 

ensuring dignity and shelter for man. 

 Patel’s lasting contribution was protecting the Indian constitution from the ogre of 

communal electorates. 

 He was a major driving force behind the liberal industrial policy resolution of 1948. 

 Patel was among the few to see the dangers from China’s imminent takeover of Tibet. 

 Junagarh 

o A small state on the coast of Saurashtra surrounded by Indian Territory 

o Had no link with Pakistan yet Nawab announced accession to Pak 

o But majority of the people (majorly Hindu), desired to join India 

o This led to a violent movement against Nawab along with Indian troops marching 

into the state 

o A plebiscite was held which favoured joining India. 

 Jammu and Kashmir 
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o Hindu ruler Hari Singh tried to negotiate with India & Pak to have an independent 

status for his state. 

o Since majority population of the state was Muslim, the Pakistan thought Kashmir 

‘belonged‘ to them. 

o On 15th August Harisingh offered standstill agreement with both countries which 

allowed the free movement of people & goods. 

o Pakistan signed the agreement but India didn’t. 

o Pakistan became impatient & started violating standstill agreement. 

o 24th October Hari Singh demanded military assistance from India. 

o Mountbatten pointed out that under international law India can send its troops only 

after state signs a formal instrument of accession 

o Thus on 26th Oct Maharaja signed instrument of accession which got ratified in 

1954. 

o On 27th Oct. morning nearly 100 planes airlifted men and weapons to Srinagar. 

o Pakistan army left the main valley region but continue to occupy a large chunk of 

territory of Gilgit, Baltistan region – Pak occupied Kashmir. 

 Hyderabad 

o Largest princely state of India which was ruled by Nizam 

o Nizam led to tyrannical ways & aspired to set up a Muslim dominion rather than 

integration with India 

o He wanted an independent status for Hyderabad & thus entered into negotiation of 

standstill agreement with India 

o Meanwhile people revolted against Nizam’s rule, particularly the peasants of 

Telangana due to his worst oppression measures. 

o Nizam retaliated on popular movement by unleashing a para-military force 

o 150,000 soldiers were mobilized by Nizam to fight against the Indian Union 

o They murdered, maimed, raped and looted, targeting particularly the non-Muslims 

o In Sep 1948, Indian army under operation Polo invaded Hyderabad state & 

overthrew its Nizam, annexing the state merged it into the Indian Union. 

 Manipur 

o Indian government was prepared to be flexible in giving autonomy to some regions. 

o Maharaja of Manipur signed the instrument of Accession with the Indian 

government on the assurance that the internal autonomy of Manipur would be 

maintained. 

o Under the pressure of public view, Maharaja held elections in Manipur in June 1948 

& thus state became a constitutional monarchy. 
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o Manipur was the 1st part of India to hold an election based on universal adult 

franchise. 

o Government of India succeeded in pressurizing the Maharaja into signing a Merger 

Agreement in September 1949, without consulting the popularly elected Legislative 

Assembly of Manipur. 

o This caused a lot anger and resentment in Manipur, the consequences of which are 

still being felt. 

  

 

 The internal reorganisation of India presented the next big challenge in the post independent 

India. Discuss how the reorganisation was done while preserving the unity of the nation. (250 

words) 

Difficulty level: Moderate 

Reference: Chapter-1 – NCERT XII – Politics in India since Independence 

Why the question: 

The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1 and mentioned as part of 

Mission-2022 Secure timetable. 

Key Demand of the question: 

To write about the process of internal reorganisation of India post-independence. 

Directive word:  

Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you must debate on paper by going through the 

details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You must give reasons for both for 

and against arguments. 

Structure of the answer: 

Introduction:  

Begin by giving the introduction to the state of independent regions of formerly British Indian states 

and Princely states and the challenges it posed. 

Body: 

Mention elaborate on the various challenges to drawing internal boundaries of post Independent 

India. The task of disregarding the administrative boundaries drawn by the British as opposed to 

linguistic reorganisation coupled with the push factors of many languages based regional groups 

should be discussed. 

Highlighting the role of Potti Sriramulu and the consequent formation of States Reorganisation 

Commission. Mention the steps taken in the aftermath. 

Conclusion: 
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Conclude by mentioning that steps taken for the internal reorganisation of India were successful in 

forging national unity. 

Introduction 

The boundaries of provinces in pre-1947 India had been drawn in a haphazard manner as the British 

conquest of India had proceeded for nearly a hundred years. No heed was paid to linguistic or 

cultural cohesion so that most of the provinces were multilingual and multicultural. The 

interspersed princely states had added a further element of heterogeneity. 

Body 

Background 

 Post-Independence, the reorganization of more than 500 princely states into effective 

provincial units was one of the biggest tasks. 

 In pursuance of the same, K. Dhar commission (1948) and JVP Committee (1948) advocated 

for reorganization of states based on geographical contiguity, administrative convenience, 

financial self-reliance and potential for development. 

 However, with the sudden death of Potti Srirammalu following hunger strike in demand for 

Andhra state created a volatile situation and Fazl Ali Commission was set up (in 1953) and 

its recommendation for reorganization of state based on linguistic criteria was accepted. 

Reorganization of India while preserving unity 

 Official Language: The constitution-makers were aware that as the leaders of a multilingual 

country they could not ignore, or even give the impression of ignoring, the interests of any 

one linguistic area. 

o The constitution provided that Hindi in Devanagari script with international 

numerals would be India’s official language. 

o English was to continue for use in all official purposes till 1965. 

 Linguistic reorganization of states: On the basis of the State Reorganisation Commission’s 

(SRC) recommendations, the linguistic reorganisation of 14 States and six Centrally-

administered territories were partially completed in 1956, with several other States to be 

reorganised later on. 

o This was a massive state rationalisation exercise, not simply to establish newer 

modes of power and authority but to rearrange social, cultural, regional and 

linguistic diversities into more manageable enclaves of state power. 

 Masses empowered: The formation of these states changed the nature of democratic 

politics and leadership. The path to politics and power was now open to people speaking 

regional languages rather than the small English-speaking elite. 

 Tribal consolidation: Language coupled with the regional and tribal identity provided the 

most powerful instrument for the formation of ethnonational identity in India. 

o Special rights to tribal areas led to preservation of tribal identity. 
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 Reorganization led to the local people participating in the administration in a larger number 

because of being able to communicate in a common language. 

Conclusion 

The political leadership of newly independent India had the foresight to visualize the consequences 

of not acquiescing to popular aspirations. States’ reorganization did not, of course, resolve all the 

problems relating to linguistic conflicts. Disputes over boundaries between different states, linguistic 

minorities and economic issues such as sharing of waters, and power and surplus food still persist. 

However, their decision to linguistically reorganize the states has removed one important factor 

that would’ve jeopardized India’s integrity and thus strengthened the cause of Indian unity.  

Nehru favoured the policy of integrating the tribal people in Indian society by making 

them an integral part of the Indian nation, even while maintaining their distinct 

identity and culture. Elucidate. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: Chapter – 9 – India Since Independence by Bipan Chandra 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1 and mentioned as part of 
Mission-2022 Secure timetable. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the Nehruvian approach to integration of tribals in India. 
Directive word:  
Elucidate – Give a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the context. You must 
be defining key terms wherever appropriate and substantiate with relevant associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by giving historical context of Tribals under British India. 
Body: 
Firstly, mention the dilemma posed by the Tribal issues for the newly independent India. 
Next, write about the initial approach towards social development of the tribal people in multifarious 
ways. 
Next, mention about the formulation of a government’s policy towards tribals and five point ‘tribal 
panchsheel’. Mention the steps taken by the government in this regard. 
Conclusion: 
Summarise that policy was guided by Gandhian ideals while allowing tribals to develop at their own 
pace without coercion. 
Introduction 

The preservation of the tribal people’s rich social and cultural heritage lay at the heart of the 

government’s policy of tribal integration. As Jawaharlal Nehru, the main influence in shaping the 

government’s attitude towards the tribals, put it: ‘The first problem we have to face there [in the 

tribal areas] is to inspire them [the tribal people] with confidence and to make them feel at one 

with India, and to realise that they are part of India and have an honoured place in it.’ At the same 

time, ‘India to them should signify not only a protecting force but a liberating one’. Indian 

nationalism, Nehru thought, was capable of accommodating the uniqueness of the tribal people. 

Body 

Nehruvian idea of integrating tribal people in Indian society 
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 There were two major approaches regarding the place to be accorded to tribals in Indian 

society. One approach was to leave the tribal people alone, uncontaminated by modern 

influences operating outside their world and to let them stay more or less as they were. 

 The second approach was that of assimilating them completely and as quickly as possible 

into the Indian society all around them. The disappearance of the tribal way of life was not 

to be regretted; it was to be welcomed for that would represent their ‘upliftment’. 

 Jawaharlal Nehru rejected both these approaches. The first approach, of treating the tribal 

people ‘as museum specimens to be observed and written about’, was, he said, ‘to insult 

them’. 

 The tribal people, he wrote, ‘could not be left cut off from the world as they were’. 

 Isolation was in any case impossible at this stage, for the process of penetration by the 

outside world had already gone too far and ‘it was not possible or desirable to isolate them’ 

 The second approach of allowing them ‘to be engulfed by the masses of Indian humanity 

’,or of their assimilation through the operation of normal outside forces was also wrong, 

according to Nehru. 

 This would lead to the loss of the tribals’ social and cultural identity and of the many virtues 

they possessed. 

 Instead of these two approaches, Nehru favoured the policy of integrating the tribal people 

in Indian society , of making them an integral part of the Indian nation, even while 

maintaining their distinct identity and culture. 

Nehruvian tribal Panchsheel policy 

There were two basic parameters of the Nehruvian approach: ‘the tribal areas have to progress’ 

and ‘they have to progress in their own way’. Progress did not mean ‘an attempt merely to 

duplicate what we have got in other parts of India’. Whatever was good in the rest of India would ‘be 

adopted by them gradually’. 

Jawaharlal Nehru formulated the following five principles for the policy to be pursued vis-a-vis the 

tribals also known as Tribal Panchsheel: 

 People should develop along the lines of their own genius, and the imposition of alien values 

should be avoided. 

 Tribal rights in land and forest should be respected. 

 Teams of tribals should be trained in the work of administration and development. 

 Tribal areas should not be over-administered or overwhelmed with a multiplicity of 

schemes. 

 Results should be judged not by statistics or the amount of money spent, but by the human 

character that is evolved. 

Conclusion 

Nehru’s approach was in turn based on the nationalist policy towards tribals since the 1920s when 

Gandhiji set up ashrams in the tribal areas and promoted constructive work. After independence this 
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policy was supported by Rajendra Prasad, the first President of India, and other major political 

leaders. 

Value addition 

Measures taken to preserve tribal identity and culture 

 To give shape to the government’s policy, a beginning was made in the constitution itself 

which directed under Article 46 that the state should promote with special care the 

educational and economic interests of the tribal people and should protect them from social 

injustice and all forms of exploitation, through special legislation. 

 The governors of the states in which tribal areas were situated were given special 

responsibility to protect tribal interests, including the power to modify central and state 

laws in their application to tribal areas, and to frame regulations for the protection of 

tribals’ right to land and also their protection from money lenders. 

 The application of the Fundamental Rights was amended for this purpose. The constitution 

also extended full political rights to the tribal people. 

 In addition, it provided for reservation of seats in the legislatures and positions in the 

administrative services for the Scheduled Tribes as in the case of the Scheduled Castes. 

 The constitution also provided for the setting up of Tribal Advisory Councils in all 

states containing tribal areas to advise on matters concerning the welfare of tribals. 

 A Commissioner for Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes was appointed by the President 

to investigate whether the safeguards provided for them were being observed. 

What were the causes behind the formation of the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM)? 

What role did India play in its conception? Evaluate the successes and limitations of 

NAM in achieving of its stated objectives. (250 words) 

Difficulty level: Easy 
Reference: Chapter- 4 – NCERT XII – Politics in India since Independence 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1 and mentioned as part of 
Mission-2022 Secure timetable. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the causes for the formation of NAM, its successes and limitations. 
Directive word:  
Evaluate – When you are asked to evaluate, you have to pass a sound judgement about the truth of 
the given statement in the question or the topic based on evidence.  You must appraise the worth of 
the statement in question. There is scope for forming an opinion here. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Write in brief about formation of NAM and its objectives. 
Body: 
Firstly, write about the causes for the formation of NAM – Afro-Asian resurgence, Cold War, 
economic development of newly formed countries and need for peace etc. 
Next, write in detail about the role played by India in its formation especially Jawaharlal Nehru 
contributions to the development of the NAM. 
Next, bring out the successes of NAM with respect to its objectives in detail such as opposition to 
apartheid and colonialism and also mention the shortcomings of it. 
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Conclusion: 
Write about the present-day relevance of NAM. 
Introduction 

The Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) was created and founded during the collapse of the colonial 

system and the independence struggles of the peoples of Africa, Asia, Latin America and other 

regions of the world and at the height of the Cold War. The Non-Aligned Movement was formed as 

an organization of States that did not seek to formally align themselves with either the United 

States or the Soviet Union, but sought to remain independent or neutral. The Movement has 

its origin in the Asia-Africa Conference held in Bandung, Indonesia in 1955. “Ten Principles of 

Bandung”, were proclaimed at that Conference were guiding principles of NAM. 

Body 

India’s role in conception of NAM 

 India’s role in the formation and sustenance of the NAM has been immense. 

 Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, India’s first Prime Minister was not only one of the founding 

fathers of the Movement but, he was also the driving force behind the principles NAM came 

to stand for. 

 In fact, ‘Non-Alignment’ itself was a phrase coined by India’s Ambassador to the United 

Nations, V.K Menon. 

 Nehru’s efforts towards NAM were shaped by his country’s experience as a newly 

independent nation free from colonialism, both of which contributed significantly to many 

other newly independent states joining India in the movement. 

 India and Nehru were the driving force behind NAM, and voiced the concerns of newly-

independent nation states that were actively being coerced and persuaded by the two Cold 

War powers to choose between two, different political and social orders. 

 Instead, India and NAM proposed the principle of nonalignment and a country’s freedom to 

choose its fate while also highlighting the fact that multilateralism, non-violence and 

international cooperation was at the heart of resolving international disputes. 

 India propagated her passion for peace and cooperation rather than war or confrontation 

using NAM as a medium. 

Successes of NAM 

 NAM helped speed up the attainment of freedom in states that were under colonial 

bondage. 

 NAM assisted its members in safeguarding their national security and territorial integrity. 

 NAM created a conducive environment for peace, justice, equality and international 

cooperation by contributing to the relaxation of international tension by keeping clear of the 

two military blocs, USA and USSR. 

 NAM provided an international forum where members’ voices could be heard. 

 The movement acted against the arms race of the superpowers during the time of the Cold 

War. 
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 It has supported the cause of international peace, justice and freedom. It has opposed all 

forms of injustice, including the Suez Crisis of 1956, the aggressive policies of Israel and the 

unilateral American attack on Iraq. 

 NAM has advocated the creation of a New International Economic Order (NIEO) based on 

greater economic cooperation and justice. In fact, the first UN Conference on Trade and 

Development (UNCTAD) held in 1964 was largely a result of the efforts of the Non-Aligned 

countries. 

 NAM has made the developed countries realise that the continued deprivation of the third 

world would negatively affect the global economy and their own prosperity. 

 The movement has succeeded to create a strong front on the International level, 

representing countries of the third world in the International organizations on top of which 

the United Nations. 

Limitations of NAM 

 World has  again  moved  towards  bi-polarity,  one  led  by  US  and  other  by  China-

Russia.  The  war  torn Syria is  prime  example  of  this,  where  both  US  and  Russia  is 

asserting power. 

 The escalating tension in Indo-pacific region due to China’s assertion and  US acting as a 

counterweight to check the Chinese expansionist policy. 

 Issue of global climate change. 

 Changing US   policies,   protectionism,   prevalent   terrorism   and   nuclearization   of 

Middle East. 

 The other challenges facing the NAM include the necessity of protecting the principles of 

International law, eliminating weapons of mass destruction , combating terrorism, defending 

human rights. 

 NAM is also facing challenge in working toward making the United Nations more effective in 

meeting the needs of all its member states in order to preserve International Peace , 

Security and Stability, as well as realizing justice in the international economic system. 

 On the other hand, the long-standing goals of the Movement remain to be realized. 

Conclusion 

The Non-Aligned Movement, faced with the goals yet to be reached and the many new challenges 

that are arising, is called upon to maintain a prominent and leading role in the current International 

relations in defence of the interests and priorities of its member states and for achievement of 

peace and security for mankind.  

The Sino-Indian War of 1962 had many consequences and India moved from an 

idealistic foreign policy to practical one. Analyse. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: Chapter- 4 – NCERT XII – Politics in India since Independence 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1 and mentioned as part of 
Mission-2022 Secure timetable. 
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Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the consequences of Sino-Indian War of 1962. 
Directive word:  
Analyse – When asked to analyse, you must examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them in a summary. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Give the context of the outbreak of Sino-Indian War of 1962 and its outcome. 
Body: 
In the detail, mention the consequences of Sino-Indian war on various fronts like Political, Foreign 
Affairs, Defence and Military, and Ideological etc. 
Next, write about the changes that were brought in to prevent such a debacle from happening. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by writing the bitter lessons learnt in 1962 are relevant in modern day geopolitics. 
Introduction 

China launched a swift and massive invasion in October 1962 on Aksai-

chin  area  in  the  Ladakh  region  of  Jammu  and  Kashmir  and 

NEFA  (North  Eastern  Frontier  Agency). The first attack lasted one week and Chinese forces 

captured some key areas in Arunachal Pradesh. The second wave of attack came next month. While 

the Indian forces could block the Chinese advances on 

the  western  front  in  Ladakh,  in  the  east  the  Chinese  managed  to 

advance  nearly  to  the  entry  point  of  Assam  plains.  Finally,  China declared a unilateral 

ceasefire and its troops withdrew to where they were before the invasion began. 

Body 

Consequences of Sino-Indian War of 1962 

 First, the war of 1962 sealed the fate of the Tibet issue as an eternal source of tension in 

Sino-Indian relations. This has had both strategic and tactical consequences. 

 Strategically, the Dalai Lama’s presence in India, which the war made de facto irreversible, is 

a constant strain on Sino-Indian relations and the embodiment of the unresolved status of 

the Tibet issue. 

 For Beijing, the Dalai Lama’s government in exile in Dharamsala has been a constant 

challenge to its rule in Tibet. For Delhi, it has been a symbol of Beijing’s refusal to grant real 

autonomy to Tibet. 

 On a tactical level, Sino-Indian relations have been held hostage by events in Tibet and the 

relationship between the Chinese government and the Tibetans. 

 1962 has bequeathed to China and India the border dispute that started the war and has 

made resolving it a Herculean task. Thus to this day China continues to claim the Indian 

state of Arunachal Pradesh, while New Delhi lays claim to the Chinese-controlled Aksai 

Chin territory. 

 A series of incidents- including Indian officials visiting the disputed areas, Beijing refusing to 

issue visa’s to Indian officers stationed in the disputed area, and official Chinese references 

to Arunachal Pradesh as “South Tibet”- have rekindled the dispute and led to a new cycle of 

accusations and tensions. 
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 The territorial dispute has led to dangerous militarization of the Sino-Indian border, 

especially in disputed areas. Both sides have built transportation infrastructure, airstrips, 

and outposts and have deployed large numbers of troops to the border, including a Tibetan 

paramilitary special force employed by India’s intelligence service. 

 The result has been frequent stand-offs and even occasional skirmishes between Indian 

and Chinese soldiers, as seen during last year’s Galwan valley clashes. 

 The border war has instilled deep mistrust and a strong sense of rivalry between the two 

sides. 

 To this day, Beijing suspects that India, with the help of the U.S., strives to undermine its rule 

in Tibet in order to balance against China’s growing power. These suspicions have only been 

heightened by India’s hosting of the Dalai Lama and the recent improvement in U.S.-Indian 

relations. 

 For its part, India still sees China as a nationalist, aggressive power which seeks to dominate 

Asia and one that might once again strike unexpectedly, just as it did in 1962. 

 These stereotypes, often propagated by jingoistic media, have proved a major obstacle to 

building a strong and stable Sino-Indian relationship. 

Impact on foreign policy: 

 The war of 1962 has also charged Sino-Indian relations with a strong sense of rivalry which 

has shaped the foreign policies of both countries. 

 Seeking to balance the other side, each country has forged relationships that act as a 

counterpoint to the other; most notably, Beijing’s “all weather friendship” with Islamabad 

and Delhi’s partnership with Moscow. 

 The rivalry has also led both sides to compete for influence in their peripheries, especially in 

Burma and Nepal, and to resent the spread of the other’s influence close to their borders. 

 Hence, Delhi has often obsessed over Chinese penetration in South Asia and its purported 

“string of pearls” around India’s maritime borders, while Beijing has resented India’s growing 

involvement in Southeast Asia and especially in the South China Sea. 

Conclusion 

Nearly a half a century since the brief war occurred, it continues to cast a long shadow over Sino-

Indian relations. The legacy of the war enhances the inherent competition between China and India. 

While growing trade and cooperation mitigate this competition, a long list of factors, such as the 

security dilemma engendered by the militarization of disputed Sino-Indian border, keep it alive. 

The Green Revolution and the benefits that accrued out of it helped transform the 

Indian economy from a state of food deficient country to a food surplus one. 

However, it had its own limitations. Analyse. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Easy 
Reference: Chapter-3 – NCERT XII – Politics in India since Independence 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1 and mentioned as part of 
Mission-2022 Secure timetable. 
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Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the benefits and limitations of green revolution in India. 
Directive word:  
Analyse – When asked to analyse, you must examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them in a summary. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Start by defining green revolution. 
Body: 
Mention on the fact about how Green Revolution took care of India’s food security crisis by boosting 
food productivity, introduction of farm machinery etc. On the flipside discuss the new issues arising 
from Green revolution such as high usage of pesticide and weedicide, side-lining  of small and 
marginal farmers, declining soil fertility, depletion of ground water etc. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by mentioning that Green Revolution took care of the issues of its time, however now it is 
necessary to bring in approach of sustainability while maintaining the productivity in agriculture. 
Introduction 

The green revolution in India led by M.S Swaminathan in 1960’s and 70’s refers to a period when 

Indian Agriculture was converted into an industrial system due to the adoption of modern methods 

and technology such as the use of HYV seeds, tractors, irrigation facilities, pesticides and 

fertilizers. The Economic Survey 2015-16 claimed Indian agriculture to be “a victim of its own 

success—especially the green revolution”, by becoming cereal-centric, regionally biased and input-

intensive (land, water and fertilizers). 

Body 

In a nutshell, Green revolution in India led to Substantial increase in agricultural production and 

productivity and reduction in the import of food-grains. The adoption of New technology and 

modernization of agriculture strengthened the linkages between agriculture and industry. Rural 

employment in turn led to prosperity of the farmers. 

 

Limitations of Green revolution: 
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 Focus only on Food Grains: 

o Although all food-grains including wheat, rice, jowar, bajra and maize have gained 

from the revolution, other crops such as coarse cereals, pulses and oilseeds were 

left out of the ambit of the revolution. 

o Major commercial crops like cotton, jute, tea and sugarcane were also left almost 

untouched by the Green Revolution. 

o This ultimately led to the dangerous trend of Monocropping. 

 Limited Coverage of HYVP: 

o High Yielding Variety Programme (HYVP) was restricted to only five crops: Wheat, 

Rice, Jowar, Bajra and Maize. 

o Therefore, non-food grains were excluded from the ambit of the new strategy. 

 Led to Regional Disparities: 

o It led to growing disparities in economic development at inter and intra-regional 

levels. 

o Only 40 percent of the total cropped area benefitted while the rest was left 

untouched by it. 

o The most benefitted areas are Punjab, Haryana and western Uttar Pradesh in the 

north and Andhra Pradesh and Tamil Nadu in the south. 

o It has hardly touched the Eastern region, including Assam, Bihar, West Bengal and 

Orissa and arid and semi-arid areas of Western and Southern India. 

o Only those areas which were already better placed from an agricultural point of view 

benefitted from Green revolution leading to further aggravated regional disparities. 

 Rampant usage of Synthetic fertilizers and pesticides: 

o The Green Revolution resulted in a large-scale use of pesticides and synthetic 

nitrogen fertilisers for improved irrigation projects and crop varieties. 

o However, little or no efforts were made to educate the farmers, mostly illiterate, 

about the high risk associated with the intensive use of pesticides. 

o This caused more harm than good to crops and also becomes a cause for 

environment and soil pollution. 

 Water Consumption: 

o The crops introduced during the green revolution were water-intensive crops. 

o Most of these crops being cereals, required almost 50% of dietary water footprint. 

o Canal systems were introduced, and irrigation pumps also sucked out the 

groundwater to supply the water-intensive crops, such as sugarcane and rice, thus 

depleting the groundwater levels. 
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o For instance, Punjab is a major wheat- and rice-cultivating area, and hence it is one 

of the highest water depleted regions in India. 

 Impacts on Soil and Crop Production: 

o Repeated crop cycle in order to ensure increased crop production depleted the soil’s 

nutrients. 

o To meet the needs of new kinds of seeds, farmers increased fertilizer usage. 

o The pH level of the soil increased due to the usage of these alkaline chemicals. 

o Toxic chemicals in the soil destroyed beneficial pathogens, which further led to the 

decline in the yield. 

 Unemployment: 

o Except in Punjab, and to some extent in Haryana, farm mechanization under the 

Green Revolution created widespread unemployment among agricultural labourers 

in the rural areas. 

o The worst affected were the poor and the landless labourers. 

 Health Hazards: 

o The large-scale use of chemical fertilizers and pesticides such as Phosphamidon, 

Methomyl, Phorate, Triazophos and Monocrotophos resulted in resulted in a 

number of critical health illnesses including cancer, renal failure, stillborn babies 

and birth defects. 

Conclusion: 

The Green Revolution, which undeniably ended the country’s “ship-to-mouth” 

existence and transformed it into an exporter of rice and wheat. In spite of the negative impact, the 

success of green revolution cannot be dwarfed. The spill over effect of green revolution led to 

the growth of farm mechanization industries to provide tractors, Fertilizer and pesticide, Agro-

based industries etc. 

However, it has also led to lopsided growth in agriculture, causing regional and other disparities. 

Now coupled with frequent droughts, Indian agriculture is under distress. Thus, there is a need for 

a second green revolution.  The second green revolution must be an Evergreen Revolution, 

which incorporates technology in harmony with ecology. 

Value addition: 

Need for second green revolution: 

 The need for a Second Green Revolution is being experienced more than ever before. 

 One in every two Indians relies on agriculture for livelihood, yet India still has the second 

highest number of undernourished people in the world. 

 The agriculture sector is at crossroads with rising demand for food items and relatively 

slower supply response in many commodities resulting in frequent spikes in food inflation. 

E.g.: Tomato, onion, pulses. 
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 There is a marked drop in the yield and production of cereals, underpinned by abysmally 

low nutrient consumption per hectare. 

 The farmers don’t get remunerative prices for their produce. By enhancing the returns 

farmers get on their production is essential for incentivising the farmers to produce more 

 The Economic Survey 2015-16 raised an alarm over the dismal performance of the farm 

sector saying the Indian agriculture has not seen any big technological breakthrough since 

the 1960s. 

 The food safety net for each of India’s billion-plus citizens requires enhanced agriculture 

production and productivity. 

 Special attention is required to increase production of nutrition-rich crops like pulses, fruits 

and vegetables — which remained untouched in the first Green Revolution. 

 There is a need for Indian agriculture to diversify from just crop farming to livestock, 

fisheries, poultry and horticulture, besides focusing on raising farm productivity with 

adequate focus on rain-fed areas. 

 The Green Revolution has made us self-sufficient in food grains, but the environmental 

consequences and ecological costs are offsetting the progress made. 

 The ground water is depleted and polluted. The lakes and ponds are becoming life less due 

to eutrophication – a direct consequence of Green Revolution. 

 Climate change is tightening its grip and threatening food supply, not just in India but 

worldwide. It has never been more important to protect the scarce natural resources that are 

essential to agriculture. 

  

What were the factors that led to nationalisation of banks? Examine its impact on 

economic development and job creation. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: Chapter – 17 – India Since Independence by Bipan Chandra 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1 and mentioned as part of 
Mission-2022 Secure timetable. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about reasons behind nationalisations of banks and its impact. 
Directive word:  
Examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we must investigate the topic (content words) in detail, inspect 
it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so 
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
Structure of the answer: 
Begin by mentioning the nationalisation of 14 banks in India in 1969 as a major move to ensure 
lending to the poor and far-flung areas in India. 
Body: 
Mention about the need for such a move vis-à-vis promotion of private lenders during those times. 
Further, mention about the numerous NPAs accumulation, huge job creation without assurance of 
quality professionals etc. Also, stress in the impact of socialistic thought on the nationalisation. 
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Nationalisation of banks has served many purposes and is very much relevant with respect to credit 
flow, financial inclusion, creating employment etc. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by linking this present-day status of nationalised banks. 
Introduction 

It has been more than 50 years of bank nationalisation in India that began the midnight of July 19, 

1969. It started under the then Prime Minister Indira Gandhi with nationalisation of 14 major 

lenders that accounted for 85 per cent of bank deposits in the country at that time. Six more banks 

were later nationalised in 1980. The core objective for nationalisation was to energise priority 

sectors at a time when the large businesses dominated credit profiles. 

Body 

Factors and reasons that led to nationalisation of banks 

 Lesser lending to rural areas: Even though the banks lent credit, the disbursal to the rural 

areas and small scale borrowers was far less as compared to the industry despite the 

Banking Regulation Act, 1949. 

 Agriculture credit neglected: The loans by commercial banks to industry nearly doubled 

between 1951-1968 from 34 to 68 per cent, even as the agriculture received less than 2 per 

cent. The government of the time believed that the banks failed to support its socio-

economic objectives and hence, it should increase its control over them. 

 Expansion of banking: The idea was to ensure reach of bank to unserved and underserved 

areas, especially remote hinterland. This would result in formalising the economy to an 

extent. 

 Mobilization of savings: Nationalisation aimed at mobilizing the savings of the people to the 

largest possible extent and to utilize them for productive purposes. 

 Economic and Political reasons: Bank nationalization was one of Indira Gandhi’s responses 

to the economic and political challenges of the time. 

o For example, there were two wars—with China in 1962 and Pakistan in 1965—that 

put immense pressure on public finances . 

o Two successive years of drought had not only led to food shortages, but also 

compromised national security. 

 The main objective was to Reduce regional imbalance and increase Priority Sector Lending. 

Impact on economic development and job creation 

 Increase in Savings: Financial savings rose as lenders opened new branches in areas that 

were unbanked. Gross domestic savings almost doubled as a percentage of national income 

in the 1970s. 

 Improve in bank efficiency: Due to the nationalization of banks, the efficiency of the banking 

system in India improved. This also boosted the confidence of the public in banks. 

 Small scale industries boost: The sectors that were lagging behind like small-scale industries 

and agriculture got a boost. This led to an increase in funds and thus increases in the 

economic growth of India. 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/07/19/5-fifty-years-after-bank-nationalisation-banking-is-still-seen-as-an-enterprise-driven-by-social-purpose-and-political-considerations-and-not-depositors-interests-discuss-250-words/


INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 

   

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips  Page 87 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia 

  Penetration of banks: The nationalization of banks also increased the penetration of banks. 

This was mainly seen in the rural areas of India. 

 Financial inclusion:  India’s nationalisation led to an impressive growth of financial 

intermediation. 

o The share of bank deposits to GDP rose from 13% in 1969 to 38% in 1991. The gross 

savings rate rose from 12.8% in 1969 to 21.7% in 1990. 

o The share of advances to GDP rose from 10% in 1969 to 25% in 1991. The gross 

investment rate rose from 13.9% in 1969 to 24.1% in 1990. 

o Nationalisation also demonstrated the utility of monetary policy in furthering 

redistributionist goals. 

 Outreach increased: Banks were no longer confined to only metropolitan or cosmopolitan in 

India. In fact, the Indian banking system has reached even to the remote corners of the 

country. 

 Green Revolution: This is one of the main reasons for India’s growth process, particularly in 

the Green revolution. It led to increased food security in India, reducing dependence on food 

grain imports. 

Negative impact of nationalisation of banks 

 Bad loans: After nationalization, some banks were operating under losses .This is because 

banks advance loan without adequate security. The recovery of loan was poor which lead 

to losses. 

 Inefficiency: Due to the nationalisation of banks, there was a bureaucratic attitude in the 

banking sector. There was no responsibility, accountability or incentive for it to progress 

within the public sector banks. Unwarranted delays were the new norm within these banks. 

 Long-term risks: Though liberal credit is necessary for the development of rural India; it had 

also created harmful effects on the stability of the banking sector. The nationalised banks 

are now facing the problems of overdue loans and the establishment of 

economically unviable branches. 

 Political Interference: Another limitation of nationalized commercial banks was increasing 

the political interference in granting loans, appointment of banks personnel, opening of 

new branches etc. 

 Inadequate Facilities: Nationalized commercial banks have failed to provide adequate 

facilities and services to population living in rural and sub urban area. Banks failed 

to mobilize rural deposit. 

Although the government had succeeded in partially meeting its goal of implementing its 

developmental agenda through the banking sector, many in India did not reap the benefits intended 

by the nationalisation of banks. 

Conclusion 

Bank nationalization was the pivot of a broader political economy strategy followed in the 1970s—a 

decade when economic growth barely outpaced population growth and average incomes stagnated. 
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It was a lost decade for India. There is no doubt that exogenous shocks, such as rising energy prices 

or failed monsoons, played a part in the stagnation, but economic policy also hurt. Bank 

nationalization succeeded in specific areas such as financial deepening because of the rapid spread 

of branches, but it now needs a rethink.  

What were the causes that led to the Bangladesh Liberation War of 1971. Explain as 

to why India got involved in the war to liberate Bangladesh? (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Easy 
Reference: Chapter – 17 – India Since Independence by Bipan Chandra 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1 and mentioned as part of 
Mission-2022 Secure timetable. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the causes for Bangladesh Liberation War of 1971 and to explain as to why India got 
involved in the war. 
Directive word:  
Explain – Clarify the topic by giving a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the 
context. You must be defining key terms wherever appropriate and substantiate with relevant 
associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by giving context of the conflict between east and west Pakistan. 
Body: 
In the first part, write about the reasons for the outbreak of the war. Ethnic clashes, Economic 
disparities, Political asymmetry, Language issue and the immediate cause etc. 
Next, write about the reasons for India’s involved in the war – opportunity of the century, countering 
Pakistan, Bengali movement for autonomy and shared heritage, refugee crisis, security threats etc. 
Conclusion: 
Link the outcome to present day and Bangladesh celebrated 50 years of its Liberation movement. 
Introduction 

Pakistan was made of West and East Pakistan after August 14,1947. The eastern province gained its 

independence in March 1971 and Bangladesh was born. Bangladesh’s independence has been 

considered India’s most successful neighbourhood intervention. 

Body: 

The causes that led to the Bangladesh Liberation War of 1971 

 Economic Prowess of East Pakistan: 

o Most of the foreign exchange was earned by exports from East Pakistan which was 

poorly defended when the big war of 1965 with India was fought. 

 Disparity of Governance: 

o Punjab and the Punjabi-dominated army ruled Pakistan soon after the birth of 

Pakistan. 

o The services were also dominated by Punjabis through quotas but East Pakistan 

dominated in literacy and high education. 

o Top seats in the civil services exams always went to East Pakistan. 
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 Military Rule: 

o General Ayub Khan took over Pakistan in 1958, the East Pakistan’s needs and 

demands were completely suppressed. 

o Until 1962, martial law continued and Ayub purged a number of politicians and civil 

servants from the government and replaced them with army officers. 

 Distance factor: 

o Pakistan couldn’t tackle the strange phenomenon of being divided by a thousand 

miles of India. 

 Six-Point Program discarded: 

o The six point program of Mujib-Ur-Rahman in 1966 for economic and political 

autonomy of East Pakistan was discarded. 

 Imposition of Urdu: 

o Urdu was made the “National Language” of Pakistan. The requests from East 

Pakistan and option of Arabic were turned down. 

 Genocides and Refugee Problems: 

o There was a systematic ethnic slaughter which qualified as genocide. There was 

clear ethnic or religious targeting of the Hindu minority among the Bengalis. 

o By July-August 1971, 90% of the refugees were Hindus concentrated in the border 

districts of West Bengal with large Muslim populations. 

o The Response of West Pakistan to 1970 cyclone which ravaged East Pakistan was 

minimal and lacked compassion. 

 Immediate Cause: 

o The Awami League, led by Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, won a landslide victory in the 

national elections in 1971 and demanded autonomy for East Pakistan. 

o This victory also gave it the right to form a government, but Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, the 

Chairman of the Pakistan People’s Party refused to let the Sheikh become the Prime 

Minister of Pakistan. This initiated the war. 

India was compelled to intervene in the Bangladesh War of 1971 due to various strategic, domestic, 

economic and humanitarian factors. 

 Strategic: 

o Having a hostile West Pakistan and East Pakistan on both sides of its borders was a 

strategic concern for India. 

o This was compounded by the strain in Sino-Indian relations which culminated in the 

war of 1962. 

o Unprovoked military aggression by Pakistan on the North-West India in 1972 needed 

to be responded in a stringent manner. 
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o Therefore, the intervention in 1971 was necessary to safeguard the long term 

strategic interests. 

 Domestic: 

o The constant influx of migrants from East Pakistan was creating various problems in 

the Border States. 

o The resources were limited and there was constant struggle between locals and 

refugees over the use of these resources. 

o Besides there were various other ethnic and social problems due to this inflow of 

migrants. 

 Economic: 

o The country was spending huge resources to absorb these refugees. 

o Being a closed economy, India was not in a position to continue spending resources 

for long and hence a long term solution to the problem was needed. 

o Beside, having a hostile East Pakistan was hindering the development of north-

eastern part of the country due to limited connectivity. 

 Humanitarian: 

o Lastly the atrocities committed on the people of East Pakistan forced India to 

intervene in the conflict on humanitarian ground to prevent a large scale crisis. 

Conclusion 

India played the great role in emergence of independent Bangladesh and was the first country to 

recognise Bangladesh as separate state. India’s humanitarian intervention in Bangladesh has shaped 

South Asia, made it a responsible power in the region. India’s links with Bangladesh are civilisational, 

cultural, social and economic. The shared colonial legacy, history and socio-cultural bonds demand 

that the political leadership of the two countries inject momentum into India-Bangladesh relations. 

Value addition 

India’s role in liberation of Bangladesh: 

 Indian government allowed Awami league leaders to form government in exile 

 Gave military training to Mukti Bahini Sena on Indian soil. 

 Provided food, shelter, clothing and medical aid to refugees in spite of tremendous strain 

on their resources. 

 In December 1971, Indian armed forces directly undertook the operation for liberation of 

Bangladesh which led to Indo-Pakistan war of 1971. 

 India observed international refugee law and allowed refugees regardless of religion or 

language. It internationalised their tragedy. 
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Even though the concept of Total Revolution lies deeply embedded in Gandhian 

teachings, was Jayaprakash Narayan’s Total Revolution a utopian ideal? Examine. (250 

words) 
Difficulty level: Tough 
Reference: Chapter – 18 – India Since Independence by Bipan Chandra 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1 and mentioned as part of 
Mission-2022 Secure timetable. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the concept of total revolution and to examine if the revolution was an utopian ideal. 
Directive word:  
Examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we must investigate the topic (content words) in detail, inspect 
it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so 
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by writing about the aims and objectives of Jayaprakash Narayan’s Total Revolution. 
Body: 
In the first part, explain the concept and various components of Jayaprakash Narayan’s Total 
Revolution, its various components and link it with Gandhian teachings. 
Next, examine the outcomes of the revolution. Its successes and the limitations on the basis of the 
above stated objectives. 
Conclusion: 
Comment as to whether or not the revolution was utopian in nature or a practical movement. 
Introduction 

Total Revolution, as a concept, was put forward by Jayaprakash Narayan (JP) in the wake of Bihar 

Movement in Patna. It is a combination of seven revolutions, viz., political, social, economic, 

cultural, ideological or intellectual, educational and spiritual. The main motive was to bring in a 

change in the existing society that is in tune with the ideals of the Sarvodaya. It was aimed to solve 

the urgent problems of the country and usher in a new society. 

Body 

The concept of Total Revolution lies deeply embedded in Gandhian teachings 

 Jayaprakash Narayan, the leader of Total Revolution turned to Gandhian teachings as a 

result of his disillusionment with what might be called “conventional wisdom of revolution 

and conventional technique” of change. 

 Infact, Total Revolution is a further extension of Gandhi’s thought on socio-economic 

problems and technique of change in the context of contemporary social, economic and 

political reality. 

 Jayaprakash Narayan’s Total Revolution is a grand vision of individual, state and society. 

 It is based upon Gandhi’s basic postulates and it envisages non-violent methods of changing 

society with non-violent techniques. 

 Total Revolution is an all-enveloping process of change in the individual as well as in the 

society. 
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 The primary emphasis is on moral values, decentralisation of economic and political power 

and insistence on non-violent means to achieve good ends. 

 Social change in the Gandhian paradigm is a very comprehensive and inclusive term. 

 According to Gandhi, a partial change in any one component of the social matrix is likely to 

produce disequilibrium in society. Society, therefore, will tend to move towards a state of 

constant instability. 

 In order to ensure that the social organisation maintains a steady and dynamic homeostatic 

state, an all-round change is needed. 

Total revolution: a utopian ideal ? 

 Ghanshyam Shah  rightly  said,  “JP  gave  no  blue-print  of  alternative  society  nor 

outlined  the  various  stages  of  the      Instead  he  gave  a  long  list  of  proposals; 

agricultural  development,  equitable  land-

ownership,  appropriate  technology,  rural  and  small 

industries,  political  and  economic  decentralization,  no  caste  etc.    He  did  not  spell  out  

how 

the  land  was  to  be  so  distributed,  nor  how  the  social  and  economic  hierarchy  was  to

  be abolished.” 

 JP is  criticised  on  the  ground  that  he  “had  no  ideology,  a  blue-print  for  a  new 

economic  and  political  order  which  he  had  outlined  in  considerable  detail  much  befor

e  the Bihar  agitation  was  even  conceived  of”. 

 K. Barik, another  critic  of  JP,  supports  the 

contention  that  JP  had  no  ideology,  by  citing  JP’s  view  as  reported  in  the  Calcutta  da

ily, Statesman  of  16th  June  1974. 

 JP’s reasoned rejection of parliamentary democracy and his outline of a new Sarvodaya 

order may definitely be said to constitute an ideology. 

 JP failed to achieve his revolution and that political parties continued to rule where the 

people should have stepped in, is a different story. 

Conclusion 

JP strongly believed that for democracy to be a lively and effective instrument there is an urgent 

need for a strong opposition, powerful public opinion, free and fearless press, ideological and moral 

pressure from the academicians, and trade unions. He, in fact, advised the people to revise their 

thinking and attitude towards democratic functioning in India. 

what were the causes behind the formation of the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM)? 

What role did India play in its conception? Evaluate the successes and limitations of 

NAM in achieving of its stated objectives. (250 words) 

Reference: Chapter- 4 – NCERT XII – Politics in India since Independence 

Introduction 

The Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) was created and founded during the collapse of the colonial 

system and the independence struggles of the peoples of Africa, Asia, Latin America and other 
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regions of the world and at the height of the Cold War. The Non-Aligned Movement was formed as 

an organization of States that did not seek to formally align themselves with either the United 

States or the Soviet Union, but sought to remain independent or neutral. The Movement has 

its origin in the Asia-Africa Conference held in Bandung, Indonesia in 1955. “Ten Principles of 

Bandung”, were proclaimed at that Conference were guiding principles of NAM. 

Body 

India’s role in conception of NAM 

 India’s role in the formation and sustenance of the NAM has been immense. 

 Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, India’s first Prime Minister was not only one of the founding 

fathers of the Movement but, he was also the driving force behind the principles NAM came 

to stand for. 

 In fact, ‘Non-Alignment’ itself was a phrase coined by India’s Ambassador to the United 

Nations, V.K Menon. 

 Nehru’s efforts towards NAM were shaped by his country’s experience as a newly 

independent nation free from colonialism, both of which contributed significantly to many 

other newly independent states joining India in the movement. 

 India and Nehru were the driving force behind NAM, and voiced the concerns of newly-

independent nation states that were actively being coerced and persuaded by the two Cold 

War powers to choose between two, different political and social orders. 

 Instead, India and NAM proposed the principle of nonalignment and a country’s freedom to 

choose its fate while also highlighting the fact that multilateralism, non-violence and 

international cooperation was at the heart of resolving international disputes. 

 India propagated her passion for peace and cooperation rather than war or confrontation 

using NAM as a medium. 

Successes of NAM 

 NAM helped speed up the attainment of freedom in states that were under colonial 

bondage. 

 NAM assisted its members in safeguarding their national security and territorial integrity. 

 NAM created a conducive environment for peace, justice, equality and international 

cooperation by contributing to the relaxation of international tension by keeping clear of the 

two military blocs, USA and USSR. 

 NAM provided an international forum where members’ voices could be heard. 

 The movement acted against the arms race of the superpowers during the time of the Cold 

War. 

 It has supported the cause of international peace, justice and freedom. It has opposed all 

forms of injustice, including the Suez Crisis of 1956, the aggressive policies of Israel and the 

unilateral American attack on Iraq. 
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 NAM has advocated the creation of a New International Economic Order (NIEO) based on 

greater economic cooperation and justice. In fact, the first UN Conference on Trade and 

Development (UNCTAD) held in 1964 was largely a result of the efforts of the Non-Aligned 

countries. 

 NAM has made the developed countries realise that the continued deprivation of the third 

world would negatively affect the global economy and their own prosperity. 

 The movement has succeeded to create a strong front on the International level, 

representing countries of the third world in the International organizations on top of which 

the United Nations. 

Limitations of NAM 

 World has  again  moved  towards  bi-polarity,  one  led  by  US  and  other  by  China-

Russia.  The  war  torn Syria is  prime  example  of  this,  where  both  US  and  Russia  is 

asserting power. 

 The escalating tension in Indo-pacific region due to China’s assertion and  US acting as a 

counterweight to check the Chinese expansionist policy. 

 Issue of global climate change. 

 Changing US   policies,   protectionism,   prevalent   terrorism   and   nuclearization   of 

Middle East. 

 The other challenges facing the NAM include the necessity of protecting the principles of 

International law, eliminating weapons of mass destruction , combating terrorism, defending 

human rights. 

 NAM is also facing challenge in working toward making the United Nations more effective in 

meeting the needs of all its member states in order to preserve International Peace , 

Security and Stability, as well as realizing justice in the international economic system. 

 On the other hand, the long-standing goals of the Movement remain to be realized. 

Conclusion 

The Non-Aligned Movement, faced with the goals yet to be reached and the many new challenges 

that are arising, is called upon to maintain a prominent and leading role in the current International 

relations in defence of the interests and priorities of its member states and for achievement of 

peace and security for mankind. 

Post-independence, Land reforms had a profound impact on agriculture as well as had 

social implications but there were also certain limitations. Evaluate. (250 words) 

Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: Chapter – 29, 30 and 31 – India Since Independence by Bipan Chandra 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1 and mentioned as part of 
Mission-2022 Secure timetable. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the changes brought about by Land reforms in the Indian agricultural scenario and its 
limitations. 
Directive: 
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Evaluate – When you are asked to evaluate, you have to pass a sound judgement about the truth of 
the given statement in the question or the topic based on evidence.  You must appraise the worth of 
the statement in question. There is scope for forming an opinion here. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start by writing about the land reforms that were initiated in the post independent India. 
Body: 
Address the structural and institutional changes with respect to the above mention factors. 
Elaborate upon how the above were achieved through abolition of intermediaries, tenancy reforms, 
ceiling on land holdings for land acquisition, massive investment in improvement of the quality of 
land, its operational conditions and management of its physical conditions. 
Bring out the limitations of land reforms in India. 
Conclusion: 
Stress on the overall socio-economic implications of the Land reforms in India. 
Introduction 

Land Reforms usually refers to redistribution of Land from rich to poor and includes Regulation of 

Ownership, Operation, Leasing, sale and Inheritance of Land. The Indian Government was 

committed to land reforms and to ensure distributive justice as was promised during the freedom 

struggle. Consequently, laws were passed by all the State Governments during the 1950’s with 

the avowed aim of abolishing landlordism, distributing land through imposition of ceilings, 

protection of tenants and consolidation of land- holdings. 

Body 

Impact of Land reforms: 

On Agriculture 

 Earlier large tracts of wasteland belonging to zamindars/ big farmers remained uncultivated. 

These lands were given to landless labourers as a result of which there is increase in area 

under cultivation leading to food security. 

 Equal distribution of land will encourage intensive cultivation resulting in increased 

agricultural production leading to higher production levels. 

 Some farm management studies conducted in India testified that small farms yielded more 

production per hectare. It is so because family members themselves cultivate small farms. 

 Even one hectare of land is also an economic holding these days on account of improvement 

in agricultural technique. Hence, small size of holding due to ceiling will not have any 

adverse effect on agricultural production. 

 At least some of the Land owners shifted to direct ‘efficient’ farming in order to get 

‘exemption’ from land ceiling. 

 Consolidation of landholdings ensures that small bits of land belonging to the same small 

landowner but situated at some distance from one another could be consolidated into a 

single holding to boost viability and productivity. 

Social Implications 
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 In a land-scarce country with a significant section of the rural population below the poverty 

line, the case for ensuring that everyone has access to some minimum amount of land 

seems compelling from  the  point  of 

 In a rural economy, whoever controls land, controls the power. 

 The tenancy laws have given the tillers protection from exploitation by providing them 

security of tenure and fixing maximum chargeable rents. 

 Land ceiling reduced this power inequality among villagers. 

 The intermediary rights have been abolished. India no longer presents a picture of feudalism 

at the top and serfdom at the bottom. 

 Promoted spirit of cooperation among villagers. 

 It will help develop cooperative farming 

Limitations of Land reforms: 

 Zamindari Abolition: 

o The absence of adequate land records made implementation of these acts difficult. 

o Zamindars resorted to large-scale eviction of tenants, mainly the less secure small 

tenants. 

o Even after the laws were enacted the landlords used the judicial system to defer the 

implementation of the laws. 

o Zamindars refused to hand over the land records in their possession, forcing the 

government to go through the lengthy procedure of reconstructing the records. 

 Tenancy Reforms: 

o Even today 5% farmers hold 32% of land holdings. 

o The right of resumption and the loose definition of ‘personal cultivation’ was used 

for eviction of tenants on a massive scale. 

o Most tenancies were oral and informal and were not recorded. 

 Ceiling reforms 

o Exemption to land held by cooperatives was open to great misuse with landlords 

transferring their lands to spurious cooperatives. 

o In most states the ceilings were imposed on individual and not family holdings, 

enabling landowners to divide up their holdings in the names of relatives or make 

benami transfers merely to avoid the ceiling. 

o Further, in many states the ceiling could be raised if the size of the family of the 

landholder exceeded five. 

 Consolidation of holdings: 

o The programme failed to achieve its desired objective because the farmers are 

reluctant to exchange their lands for the new one. 
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o The arguments given by the farmers is that there existing land is much more fertile 

and productive than the new land provided under land consolidation. 

 Bureaucratic Apathy: 

o Implementation of the law was made difficult with the collusion between the 

landlords and lower-level revenue Officials. 

 Digitization of Land records: 

o Although the government wants complete digitization of land records, due to the 

lack of clear and sufficient data and mismanagement between the various agencies 

handling land records, the data registered at various government levels is not 

identical. 

o Statistics from the DILRMP show that in most states, the digital land record database 

has not been synced with the digitized land registration database 

Conclusion 

Land reforms have upheld the socialistic directive principles of state policy which aims at equitable 

distribution of wealth. The objective of social justice has, however, been achieved to a considerable 

degree. Thus, with an aspirational goal of India becoming a $5-trillion economy by 2025 the 

imperative need today is to unleash the power of land and reap fruits by bringing about the much 

needed Land Reforms which are waiting to see the light of the day. 

Critically analyse the impact of green revolution on agriculture. What were the 

constraints on the spread of High Yielding Varieties (HYV) throughout India? (250 

words) 
Difficulty level: Easy 
Reference: Chapter – 33 – India Since Independence by Bipan Chandra 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1 and mentioned as part of 
Mission-2022 Secure timetable. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the pros and cons of green revolution in India. Aslo, to write about the constraints on 
spread of HYV 
Directive word:  
Critically analyse – When asked to analyse, you must examine methodically the structure or nature 
of the topic by separating it into component parts and present them in a summary. When ‘critically’ 
is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the topic and give a 
balanced judgment on the topic. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by giving context of introduction of HYV in India in the face of acute food crisis leading to the 
green revolution. 
Body: 
In the first part, write about the pros and cons of the green revolution. The HYV technology increased 
agricultural output manifold, increase in yield of crops, fast adoption, modern equipment, self-
sufficiency etc. Cons like disparities, ecological impact, use of chemical fertiliser etc. 
Next part, write about the constraints that limited the spread of HYV – irrigation, lack of farmer’s 
knowledge, unsatisfactory land tenure system etc. 
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Conclusion: 
Conclude by summarising the overall impact of the green revolution in India. 
Introduction 

The Green Revolution in India began in the mid-1960s marking a transition from traditional 

agriculture in India and the introduction of high-yielding varieties of seeds and the associated 

agricultural techniques. Norman-e-Borlaug is considered as the father of Green Revolution in World 

while M.S. Swaminathan is considered as the father of Green Revolution in India. 

Body 

Impact of green revolution on agriculture 

Positives 

 Increase in Agricultural Production and productivity: The production and productivity of 

wheat, rice, maize and bajra has substantially increased. 

 Less Dependence on Imports: After the green revolution, India was finally on its way to self-

sufficiency. There was now enough production for the population and to build a stock in 

case of emergencies. In fact, India was able to start exporting its agricultural produce. 

 A Benefit to the Farmers: The Green Revolution has increased the income of farmers and 

landless labourers. It enabled them to shift to commercial farming from only sustenance 

farming. 

 Dispersal of Rice and Wheat cultivation to non-traditional areas: Green Revolution spread 

the Rice cultivation to the semi-arid areas of Punjab, Haryana and Western Uttar Pradesh, 

and the wheat cultivation has spread to the areas of Eastern Uttar Pradesh, Madhya 

Pradesh, Rajasthan and some parts of Maharashtra, Gujarat and West Bengal. 

Negatives 

 Food-grains centric: Although all food-grains including wheat, rice, jowar, bajra and maize 

have gained from the revolution, other crops such as coarse cereals, pulses and oilseeds 

were left out of the ambit of the revolution. 

 Monocropping: Major commercial crops like cotton, jute, tea and sugarcane were also left 

almost untouched by the Green Revolution. This ultimately led to the dangerous trend of 

Monocropping. 

 Displacement of small farmers: The Green Revolution has displaced the agricultural 

labourers, leading to rural unemployment. The mechanical innovations like tractors have 

displaced agricultural labourers. 

 Land Degradation: The overuse of chemical fertilizers to get high yield causes physical and 

chemical degradation of the soil by altering the natural microflora and increasing the 

alkalinity and salinity of the soil 

 Led to Regional Disparities: It led to growing disparities in economic development at inter 

and intra-regional levels. Only 40 percent of the total cropped area benefitted while the rest 

was left untouched by it. The most benefitted areas are Punjab, Haryana and western Uttar 

Pradesh in the north and Andhra Pradesh and Tamil Nadu in the south. 

Constraints on the spread of High Yielding Varieties 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia


INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 

   

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips  Page 99 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia 

 High Yielding Variety Programme (HYVP) was restricted to only five crops: Wheat, Rice, 

Jowar, Bajra and Maize. 

 Therefore, non-food grains were excluded from the ambit of the new strategy. 

 The HYV seeds in the non-food crops were either not developed so far or they were not 

good enough for farmers to risk their adoption. 

 The benefits of Green Revolution were primarily reaped by the rich farmers as they had 

large land area, high amount of funds to invest in buying fertilizers, machines, HYV seeds etc. 

 Majority of farmers on the other hand had small land holdings, with less funds to 

invest; hence they could not be benefited much from Green Revolution. In this way, GR 

further widened the gap between the rich and the poor farmers. 

 The high yield crops require more water and fertilizers as compared to the normal varieties 

of crops. This constrained it to resource rich states and arid states could not benefit. 

Moreover, high input usage also led to decrease in its reach throughout India. 

Conclusion 

Overall, the Green Revolution was a major achievement for many developing countries, specially 

India and gave them an unprecedented level of national food security. However, lesser heed was 

paid to factors other than ensuring food security such as environment, the poor farmers and their 

education about the know-how of such chemicals. 

Value Addition 

Ushering second green revolution 

 Micro-irrigation System: It enables optimal synergies of 3 components of Green Revolution-

improved seed, water and fertilizer. 

 Organic Farming: Can restore degraded land and improve health benefits. 

 Precision Farming: It is concerned with using fewer resources and reducing the production 

cost, by analysing the variation in various aspects of field and environment like- weather, 

Soil, vegetation, water etc. 

 Green Agriculture: A system of agriculture based upon, integrated pest management, 

integrated nutrient management and it does not eliminate the use of minimum quantities of 

fertilizer and chemical pesticides 

The local bodies in India must aspire to move towards smart and inclusive governance 

while promoting transparency and efficiency. Discuss the steps that needed to be 

taken in this regard. (250 words, 15 marks) 
Introduction 

The 73rd and 74th Amendments to the Constitution constituted a new chapter in the process of 

democratic decentralisation in the country. It has been 25 years since the establishment of these 

lakhs of self-governing village panchayats and gram sabhas to manage local development. 

The amendment paved way for mandatory creation of rural and urban local bodies 

(ULBs): Article 243 B envisages a three-tier system of Panchayats in all the States/UTs, except those 
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with populations not exceeding 20 lakhs which can have 2-tier. Similarly, 243Q provides for the 

creation of municipalities in urban areas. However, the working of these institutions has not been as 

envisaged and there is a need for rethinking and reviving them to ensure good governance. 

Body 

Local bodies reinvigoration towards smart and inclusive governance 

 Urban Local bodies: 

o Metropolitan governance systems are needed in million-plus cities. There is a strong 

case for having a two-tier governance structure where all local functions are 

transferred to the ward committees and citywide services, such as transportation, 

water supply, sewerage, etc., are vested with the city council or regional authorities. 

o Each city needs to be recognized as a distinct unit of the economy. In larger 

cities, City Economic Councils can serve as a clearinghouse. 

 Central Government has started the Rashtriya Gram Swaraj Abhiyaan. The campaign is 

undertaken under the name of “Sabka Sath, Sabka Gaon, Sabka Vikas”. 

o It aims to draw up Gram Panchayat Development Plans (GPDPs) in the country and 

place them on a website where anyone can see the status of the various 

government’s flagship schemes. 

o Gram Panchayats have been mandated for the preparation of GPDP for economic 

development and social justice utilizing the resources available to them. 

o Government of India formulated E-Panchayat Mission Mode Project for e-

enablement of all the Panchayats, to make their functioning more efficient and 

transparent. 

 Social Audit: The power of social audit was proven by Jan Sunwai in Rajasthan. Transparent, 

third-party Social Audit can enable people to hold the representatives accountable. 

 Citizen Participation 

o Ward committees and area sabhas should be activated with a technology- enabled 

‘Open Cities Framework’ and the use of digital tools for feedback and reporting. 

o In case of Gram Sabhas, their functions and roles must be clearly defined as in the 

PESA Act, to enable to function effectively. 

 Role of IT: Citizen services, grievance redressal and local taxes such as property tax etc must 

be made available online. This can help in ease of doing governance. 

 Encouraging public-private partnership: Successful PPP programs should be formulated at 

both state and city levels to fund city development. Role of the state should be to create an 

enabling environment with an aim to expand and deepen private sector investments in 

infrastructure. 

Conclusion 

The objective of local bodies, be it in rural or urban areas is to ensure that suitable levels of 

infrastructure and services are available to the citizens. In many parts of India, the quality of life  is 
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miserable and the citizens lead a difficult life. To overcome this problem, a series of reforms need to 

be initiated by the Indian government to strengthen local-level governance. 

Value Addition 

 The 73rd and 74th constitutional amendments provided for the rural and urban local bodies 

respectively. 

 Local government is a state subject in List II of the Seventh Schedule to the Constitution of 

India. 

 They are vested with a long list of functions delegated to them by the state governments. 

 These functions broadly relate to public health, welfare, regulatory functions, public safety, 

public infrastructure works, and development activities. 

 There are several types of Urban Local Bodies in India such as Municipal Corporation, 

Municipality, Notified Area Committee, Town Area Committee, Special Purpose Agency, 

Township, Port Trust, Cantonment Board, etc. 

History of the world will include events from 18th century such as industrial 

revolution, world wars, redrawal of national boundaries, colonization, 

decolonization. 

Despite Americans facing seemingly impossible obstacles, they emerged independent. 

How did the Americans defeat the mighty British Empire in a military conflict? Was the 

foreign intervention the most decisive factor in the victory of U.S.A? Analyse. (250 

words) 
Difficulty level: Easy 
Reference: Insights on India 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1 and mentioned as part of 
Mission-2022 Secure timetable. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the reasons for the victory of U.S.A over Britain. 
Directive word:  
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you must debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You must give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by giving the context of victory of U.S.A over Britain against the odds. 
Body: 
In brief, giving a contrast of the might of British empire and relative weaknesses of the Americans. 
Next, in detail explain the reasons for the victory of U.S.A over the British. Nature of warfare, spirit of 
fighting, distance between England and America and involvement of foreign powers etc. 
Next, analyse the impact of France and other Europeans in the American war of Independence. 
Conclusion: 
Pass a judgement if it was decisive in deciding the outcome of the conflict. 
Introduction 
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By the mid-18th Century, the 13 colonists were thriving in America and started to lose their British 

identity. A  new sense of identity was emerging in the colonists’ minds. Tensions grew over time 

between the residents of Great Britain’s 13 North American colonies and the colonial government, 

which resulted in a full-fledged war by 1775. The American residents fought against the British by 

making an alliance with France. Americans defeated the British in the American Revolutionary War, 

thus becoming the United States of America. 

Body 

Reasons for defeat of Great Britain in North America 

 The representatives of 13 colonies met at Philadelphia (1774) for the first continental 

congress. Their appeal for just treatment was rejected by the king and their actions declared 

as mutiny. 

 The War started in 1775 with colonial militias clashing against British troops for the first 

time. 

 The congress met again in Second continental congress (1776) and declared independence 

on July 4. 

 The declaration, among other things, asserted the inalienable rights of men that had to be 

protected. This was later elaborated in the Bill of rights. 

 The Americans were aided by the French, who were looking for an opportunity to strike at 

Britain. 

 The trouble brewing at home (Irish rebellion) also made things difficult for the British. 

 Other enemies of the British like Spain and Holland also started fighting them at different 

locations of the continent. 

 War ended with English commander Lord Cornwallis surrendering to George Washington in 

1781. 

 The treaty of Paris was signed in 1783 between England and USA which formally brought an 

end to the war. 

Foreign intervention in the war and its significance in victory of USA 

With the outbreak of the American Revolution in 1775, France and Spain saw an opportunity to 

capitalize on the misfortunes of their rival Britain. 

 The single most important diplomatic success of the colonists during the War for 

Independence was the critical link they forged with France. 

 Representatives of the French and American governments signed the Treaty of Alliance and 

the Treaty of Amity and Commerce on February 6, 1778. 

 As the French and the British continued to vie for power in the 1770s, French officials saw an 

opportunity in the rebellion of Britain’s North American colonies to take advantage of British 

troubles. Through secret agents, the French Government began to provide clandestine 

assistance to the United States. 
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 In April 1779, Spain signed the Treaty of Aranjuez with France. France agreed to help in 

the capture of Gibraltar, Menorca and Florida, and in return, Spain would aid France in the 

war with Britain. 

 Spain and France agreed that French forces would fight in the United States and in her 

waters, while Spanish forces would only attack British possessions outside of the United 

States. Spain did not want to be seen as directly assisting a British colony in revolting against 

its mother country as they had colonies in the America. 

 Spain contributed to the American Revolution from the onset by secretly providing money, 

gunpowder and supplies to the Americans. 

 This assistance was desperately needed to maintain the struggle for independence against 

the vast resources of the British Empire. 

Conclusion 

After the American Revolution, America emerged as a political and economic superpower. The 

revolution also inspired revolutionaries and freedom fighters across the world, most notably 

inspiring the French Revolution. The American revolution had a profound impact on the history of 

the modern world. It provided a template through which modern ideas could defeat oppressive 

regimes. The subsequent success of the USA in world arena is a testimony to how powerful is the 

idea of liberal democracy and emancipation of the populace. 

Value addition 

Precursor to American war of Independence 

 No Representatives of Colonies in the British Parliament: The colonies were given no 

representation in the British parliament. 

 The seven years’ war (1756-63), though ended in the British victory, had drained her 

resources. She turned to colonies to offset the losses. Since the major colonies were in North 

America, they suffered the most. The fledgeling industries of the colonies were especially 

penalised. This was under the lobbying of native industrialists in Britain. 

 Taxation without representation, since the colonies were not represented in the British 

parliament, many people asserted that the British government had no rights to tax the 

colonies. They used the slogan ‘No Taxation without Representation’. 

 Through protests like Boston Tea Party (1773), where tea cartons carried by British ships 

were thrown at the sea, Britain’s right to levy taxes was eroded over time. This power was 

assumed by respective local governments. 

  

The origins of the American Civil War can be attributed to belligerence between the 

Northern and Southern states for territorial and political control, rather than the issue 

of slavery. Critically Examine. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: Chapter 2, Part 4 – Jain and Mathur World History. 
Why the question: 
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The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1 and mentioned as part of 
Mission-2022 Secure timetable. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the causes of American civil war as to whether it was tussle for political power 
between the North and South or fought for the issue of slavery. 
Directive word:  
Critically examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we have to look into the topic (content words) in 
detail, inspect it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. 
While doing so we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
When ‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the 
topic and give a fair judgment. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by giving context of American Civil war between northern states and southern states. 
Body: 
Mention the major various factors that caused the outbreak of American civil war. Examine whether 
the civil war was primarily a power conflict between the states or was fought for the issue of slavery? 
Give examples to substantiate your points. 
Conclusion: 
Pass a judgement regarding the primary cause of civil war. 
Introduction 

The American Civil War was fought between 1861 and 1865 when a total of eleven states seceded 

to form the Confederate States of America. They were spurred to leave by the election of President 

Abraham Lincoln in November 1860 and by the outbreak of hostilities in April 1861. 

Whether the central reason for outbreak of civil war was slavery, remains a matter of debate; even 

though slavery became a crusading factor for Northern states. 

Body 

Origins of American Civil war: Fight for overall control by Northern/Southern states 

 For the Northern states, often referred to as ‘the Union’, this was a war fought primarily 

to restore unity to the nation and to secure the new Western Territories from slave–

owners. 

 For the Southern Confederate states, however, this was a war to assert their autonomous 

rights, first enshrined in the Declaration of Independence, from what they considered to be 

Northern aggression. 

 At the heart of the conflict were the interconnected issues of slavery, territorial and 

sectional political control. 

 Tensions over these concerns had been present from the start the American nation. 

o The United States began as collection of colonies who sought independence from 

Great Britain in the late 18th century. 

o The problem of slavery was never clearly settled by the Founding Fathers, leading to 

decades of discussion, compromise and growing unrest about the future of the 

institution. 
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 The new republic remained divided on the central question of slavery, and by the mid-19th 

century, the culture and economy of the Northern and Southern states appeared 

very different to inhabitants above and below what was termed the Mason–Dixon 

line, division between Pennsylvania and Maryland, marking the border between free and 

slave states. 

o The issue of slavery only got amplified as that was a differentiating factor between 

the two sides. 

 Historians continue to debate the balance of causes underlying the origins of the Civil War, 

but the issue of slavery remains central in any explanation of the great disunion which 

almost destroyed the United States. 

 It is almost impossible to imagine the Civil War erupting without the passions aroused 

among Northern abolitionists and those in the South who saw slave-holding as central to 

their way of life. 

 The abolition of slavery itself was never a direct Union war aim until 1863 when Lincoln 

issued the Emancipation Proclamation, declaring freedom for over three million slaves in the 

South. 

Conclusion 

The origins of the Civil War remain a matter of great debate, with a strand of Southern collective 

memory emphasising the belligerence of the North and states’ rights, rather than the issue of 

slavery. The majority of professional historians, in contrast, point to the centrality of slavery as the 

main origin of the War, arguing that the issue was at the centre of national political debate in the 

years and decades before shots were fired at Fort Sumter in April 1861.  

The French Revolution was not only a popular uprising against the absolute power of 

the king but was also against the privileges and wealth of the elite. Elaborate. (250 

words) 
Difficulty level: Easy 
Reference: Insights on India 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1 and mentioned as part of 
Mission-2022 Secure timetable. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the political and social causes of the French Revolution. 
Directive word:  
Elaborate – Give a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the context. You must 
be defining key terms wherever appropriate and substantiate with relevant associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin the defining the French Revolution in brief. 
Body: 
In the first part, mention the political causes of French Revolution – Absolutism, Maladministration, 
Incompetence of Louis-XVI etc. 
Next, write about the social causes of the French Revolution – The three estates, The privileged, the 
inequalities etc. 
In brief mention about other causes – economic and intellectual – for the French Revolution. 
Conclusion: 
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Summarise how the combine effect of the above resulted in the outbreak of the French Revolution. 
Introduction 

French revolution was a period of radical political and societal change in France that began with the 

Estates General of 1789 and ended with the formation of the French Consulate in November 1799. 

The outbreak of revolution was due to the political incompetency of King Louis XVI, disorganized 

administrative step, sharp inequalities in the society and impending financial crisis. 

Body: 

The French Revolution was not only a popular uprising against the absolute power of the king but 

was also against the privileges and wealth of the elite. The causes are generally agreed to be a 

combination of social, political and economic factors, which the existing regime proved unable to 

manage. 

Political Causes: 

 Degeneration of the Absolute Monarchy: 

o Absolute monarchy reached its peak under Louis XIV, and began to degenerate 

during his lifetime. 

o Refusal of Louis XV to remedy the abuses of the old order, inefficiency of Louis XVI, 

all added to the initiation of the process of revolution. 

o His wife, Marie Antoinette, squandered money on festivities and interfered in state 

appointments. 

 Administrative Ruins: 

o The administrative system of the country was hopelessly unsatisfactory. Various 

units of the administration possessed ill-defined and overlapping jurisdictions. 

o At different times, France had been divided into districts under bailiffs and 

seneschals whose offices were purely ornamental. It had also been divided into 

provinces under governors. 

o It had been divided into intendancies (under intendants), judicial districts, 

educational districts and ecclesiastical districts. 

o The conflict of jurisdictions added to the difficulties and troubles of the people. 

 Judicial Malfeasance: 

o The legal system of the country was full of confusion. There was no uniform law for 

the whole of the country. 

o Different laws were in force in different parts of the country. While at one place 

German law prevailed, at another place the Roman law was in force. 

o It is estimated that there were about 400 different systems of law in the country. 

o The laws were written in Latin and consequently were not within the 

comprehension of the people. 

Social Causes: 
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 Inequalities: 

o There was too much of inequality in French society on the eve of the French 

Revolution. French society was divided into two parts the privileged and the 

unprivileged. 

o It is estimated that the clergy and nobility owned about one-fifth each of property in 

France. 

o Thus, about one per cent of people owned about 40 per cent of property in the 

country. While they enjoyed privileges, they were exempted from taxes. 

Economic Causes: 

 The series of wars France took part in Austrian War of succession, Seven Years war and 

American war of Independence which was great drain on the resources of the country. 

Role of French Philosophers: 

 Another cause of the French Revolution was the effect of the preachings of the French 

philosophers. 

 Montesquieu, Voltaire and Rousseau were the three intellectual giants of the age. 

Immediate Cause: 

 The impending bankruptcy and the acute shortage of food in France started the revolution in 

France. 

Conclusion: 

French Revolution was a total revolution having manifestations in almost all spheres from ending 

Royal Absolutism, Feudalism and inspiring many other revolutions which marked the beginning of 

the end of the ancient regime on which modern politics took shape. 

  

Although it failed to achieve all of its goals and at times turned violent, the French 

Revolution played a critical role in shaping modern nations by showing the world the 

power inherent in the will of the people. Comment. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: Insights on India 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1 and mentioned as part of 
Mission-2022 Secure timetable. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the impact of French Revolution on modern politics. 
Directive word:  
Comment– here we must express our knowledge and understanding of the issue and form an overall 
opinion thereupon. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by giving context about French Revolution of 1789. 
Body: 
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In the first part, mention the goals French Revolution and how it was not able to achieve its all goals 
as well its other limitations like violence, restoring of monarchy etc. 
Next, in detail, write the impact created by the French Revolution on the modern world history – 
constitutionalism, end of feudalism, ideals of the French revolution, inspiring further revolutions etc. 
Also, mention the impact of French Revolution on India. 
Conclusion: 
Summarise by emphasising on the impact of the revolution. 
Introduction 

The French Revolution (1789–1799) was a period of ideological, political and social upheaval in the 

political history of France and Europe as a whole, during which the French polity, previously an 

absolute monarchy with feudal privileges for the aristocracy and Catholic clergy, underwent radical 

change to forms based on Enlightenment principles of republicanism, citizenship, and rights. These 

changes were accompanied by violent turmoil, including executions and repression during the Reign 

of Terror, and warfare involving every other major European power. 

Body 

French revolution failed to achieve its goals: 

 The French Revolution also failed to establish a constitutional monarchy or a representative 

government. 

 France began in 1789 with the absolute monarch of Louis XVI and ended with the military 

dictatorship of Napoleon Bonaparte. 

 In between there were various elected legislative bodies, but these groups became more 

radical and dogmatic as the Revolution progressed. 

 The leaders of these Assemblies cared for the people only to the extent that they could help 

them hold on to power. 

 Men such as Robespierre, and later the members of the Directory, used the National 

Assembly for their own personal gain. 

 It failed in protecting the lower class and maintaining power for the lower class. 

 Limited suffrage, especially women were excluded, Slavery was reintroduced by Napoleon. 

Impact on World 

 Napoleon carried ideals of the Revolution to the rest of Europe: Liberty, Modern Laws, 

Democratic Rights, protection of private property. This, in turn, gave rise to Modern 

Nationalism paving way creation of the sovereign nation-state. 

 Liberalism as government form got crystallised in North and South America. 

 It inspired other revolutions: Haitian Revolution, Independence Movements in Spanish and 

Portuguese colonies in South America. 

Impact on India 

 French Revolution ideals of liberty, equality and fraternity inspired the freedom movement 

to topple down a powerful British totalitarian regime. 
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 Raja Rammohun Roy and Tipu Sultan in particular and Indian Nationalist Freedom Struggle 

incorporated ideals of Liberty, Equality and Fraternity. 

Conclusion 

Thus, the importance of the French Revolution laid in laying the foundation of Modern States based 

on Liberal Democratic ideals. Also, indirectly it laid the groundwork for the growth of Socialism and 

Communism by providing an intellectual and social environment in which these ideologies could 

flourish. 

The creation of Germany was largely because of the growing sense of German 

nationalism, which had not existed in Europe prior to the 19th century. Analyse. (250 

words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: Insights on India 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1 and mentioned as part of 
Mission-2022 Secure timetable. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the role of German nationalism in the unification of Italy. 
Directive word:  
Analyse – When asked to analyse, you must examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them in a summary. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin the answer by writing about the rise of nationalism across Europe in the 19th century. 
Body: 
Write about the factors which contributed the growth of German Nationalism – Revolutions of 1830 
and 1848, Role of Napoleon, German philosophers etc. Analyse to what extent they were responsible 
for unification of Germany. 
Mention the other factors responsible for the unification process. 
Conclusion: 
Summarise the impact of nationalism in the unification process. 
Introduction 

The creation of the German Confederation in 1815 was largely in reaction to the growing sense of 

German nationalism, which had not existed in Europe prior to the 19th century. While strains of 

nationalism certainly existed before the turn of the century, it was France’s conquest of the German 

lands in the first decade of the 19th century that first fully aroused German nationalists into 

proposing a unified, German state. 

Body 

Reasons for growing sense of nationalism in Germany 

 Napoleonic wars: Following Napoleon’s subjugation of Europe and the formation of 

the Confederation of the Rhine, the German states realised that being small and politically 

divided meant being vulnerable to strong aggressors. 

o The states realised they needed each other for common defence. 

 The German confederation: At the Congress of Vienna in 1815, the allied forces decided 

to dissolve the Confederation of the Rhine. 
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o They wanted to eradicate the memory of French occupation. 

o The German states now formed the German Confederation, also known as the 

Bund. 

 Economic factors: The industrial revolution brought demographic change. Urbanisation 

increased as people moved to the towns to work in the new industries. 

o The population rose and people living in such close proximity meant there was 

potential for uprisings. 

o The development of the railways greatly improved communication between the 

states and allowed for the growth of increased inter-state trade. 

o However, industrial growth for the German states was severely hampered by trade 

barriers and differences in laws and currencies. 

o The new middle class began to push for change to improve their economic standing. 

 Cultural factors: The French occupation of German lands before 1815 resulted in a growth 

of resentment towards the occupying forces. 

o These feelings led people to react against French ideas and culture. 

o Instead of French Rationalism, German Romanticism flourished. Artists and writers 

looked to the inner life of individuals. 

o Others evoked the idea of a national spirit or “volk” – something that had existed in 

the past but been suppressed under Napoleon’s rule. 

o A culture emerged that encouraged people of the subjugated states to consider 

their identity and their roots. 

Creation and unification of Germany 

 Otto von Bismarck was a fervent German nationalist who wanted a German nation. 

 As a result, once appointed, Chancellor Bismarck set out to strengthen and improve the 

Prussian army and gain international allies that would help Prussia on its way to unifying 

Germany. 

 Bismarck’s Prussia first fought a war in 1864 in alliance with Austria against Denmark to 

annex most of the territory of German Confederation. 

 Then he allied with Italy in 1866 to defeat Austria and removed it from the German 

Confederation. Consequently, the Confederation itself was ended. 

 In 1867, Bismarck formed the North German Confederation. It united 22 German states but 

excluded the Southern German states like Bavaria, which remained independent. 

 The constitution of this Confederation made the Prussian King the hereditary head of the 

state. The Southern states followed a pro-Austria policy but were forced to unite after the 

German victory in Franco-Prussian war of 1870. 

 The Franco-Prussian war in 1870 led to final unification of Germany 

Conclusion 
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Cultural unity and economic cooperation under the Zollverein helped German nationalism to grow. 

Meanwhile, liberal idealists and fear of invasion encouraged nationalistic feeling in the German 

states.  

Garibaldi was a great patriot and is considered as the ‘sword of Italian unification’. 

Discuss his contributions towards the unification of Italy. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Easy 
Reference: Insights on India 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1 and mentioned as part of 
Mission-2022 Secure timetable. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about contribution of Garibaldi towards the unification of Italy. 
Directive word:  
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you must debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You must give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Give a brief about the Garibaldi the Italian patriot and his guerrilla Redshirts during Italian 
unification. 
Body: 
In Brief, mention the various obstacles for the unification of Italy. 
In detail, mention as how Garibaldi helped overcome the above – His joining of ‘Young Italy’, His 
support to King Victor Emmanuel II, His efforts and leading the army – Red Shirts, conquering the 
states of Sicily and Naples. 
Conclusion: 
Summarise how the contributions of the of Garibaldi further paved the way for the unification of 
Italy. 
Introduction 

In March 1861 Emmanuel II proclaimed the Italian nation with himself as king and Camillo Cavour as 

prime minister. Three of the key figures in the unification of Italy were Mazzini, Garibaldi and 

Cavour, who although all having different aims, ultimately contributed to the unification of Italy. In 

1815, after the defeat of Napoleon Bonaparte at Waterloo, the great powers of Europe; Russia, 

Prussia, Austria and Great Britain met in Vienna and regarded the changes that had been made to 

the Italian peninsula during French rule. 

Body: 

The Contributions of Garibaldi in the Unification of Italy were as follows: 

 He was a member of the Young Italy movement. He was skilled in guerrilla warfare and 

deserves credit for uniting Southern Italian states under the leadership of Piedmont. 

 He organized a revolutionary force called Red Shirts, and succeeded in liberating Sicily and 

Naples and uniting them under the control of the King of Sardinia. 

 All the three major powers surrounded and attacked the Roman Republic. 

 The chief fighter on the side of the Roman Republic was He held the Austrians and defeated 

the Neapolitan armies. He even stopped the French. All this was done with the help of 

volunteers 
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 Garibaldi’s leadership gave strength to the young volunteers. Volunteers poured in and they 

marched enthusiastically. They often marched singing Garibaldi’s hymn. 

 Garibaldi and Mazzini both were fiercely devoted to Italian unification. The third player in 

this game was Cavour. 

Conclusion: 

Mazzini’s efforts would have run to waste in a questionable insurrections and Garibaldi’s feat of 

arms must have added one chapter more to the history of unproductive patriotism.” In short, we can 

say with confidence that of all the political and national leaders of Italy, Cavour contributed most to 

the unification of Italy.  

Confluence of several factors in Britain in the mid-18th century created the right 

atmosphere for the rise of Industrial revolution. Discuss. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Easy 
Reference: Insights on India 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1 and mentioned as part of 
Mission-2022 Secure timetable. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about reasons for rise of Industrial revolution in England. 
Directive word:  
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you must debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You must give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Start by defining Industrial Revolution. 
Body: 
In detail, write about the reasons for rise of Industrial revolution in England – Agricultural changes, 
Population boom, Economic innovations, New ideas and a scientific viewpoint, Transportation 
foundations, Natural resources, supportive government and numerous colonies. 
Conclusion: 
Summarize how all the above factors converged to start the revolution in England. 
Introduction 

The Industrial Revolution saw a rapid development of industry take place in Britain in the late 18th 

and early 19th centuries, soon spreading to Western Europe and North America. New and improved 

large-scale production methods and machinery marked the beginnings of Industrialization. Many 

different factors contributed to the rise of the Industrial Revolution in Britain and paved the way for 

Britain to become an industry-driven country. 

Body 

Major factors leading to rise of industrial revolution 

 Agriculture 

o As a supplier of raw materials, the agricultural sector was closely linked to the 

industrial; this was the main source of occupation for the British population. 
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o Half of the arable land had been enclosed, while half remained in the medieval open 

field system. 

 Industry 

o Most industries were small scale, domestic and local, but traditional industries could 

meet the domestic demands. 

o There was some inter-regional trade, but this was limited by poor transport. 

 Population 

o The nature of the British population has implications for the supply and demand for 

food and goods, as well as the supply of cheap labor. 

o The population had increased in the earlier part of the 18th century, especially 

closer to the middle of the era, and was mostly located in rural areas. 

o The people were gradually accepting of social change and the upper and middle 

classes were interested in new thinking in science, philosophy. and culture. 

 Transport 

o Transportation and communication were comparatively easy and cheap, since no 

part of Britain is more than seventy miles away from the sea, and even less from 

some navigable waterway. 

o Canals were built in the rivers of Britain from 1760-1800 to allow ships to transport 

goods and for a quicker rate. 

o Railroads were also built to allow more efficient trade and transportation of goods. 

o Provincial ports had developed, such as Bristol and Liverpool. 

 Trade 

o Britain had access to local and international economies because of their powerful 

Navy and other ships. 

o The British government allowed foreign trade and domestic to occur to expand the 

economy and grow industries. 

o The main market for British goods was Europe, and the government maintained a 

mercantilist policy to encourage it. 

 Finance 

o By 1750, Britain had begun to move towards capitalist institutions — which are 

considered part of the development of the Revolution. 

o The produce of trade was creating a new, wealthy class prepared to invest in 

industries. 

 Raw Materials 

o Britain had access to cotton from its colonies and could use slaves to collect it. As 

technology improved, cotton picking became easier and was a booming industry. 
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o Coal, iron, lead, copper, tin, limestone, and water power were also readily available 

for the British to use for their industrial advancement. 

 New Inventions: 

o A series of inventions in the eighteenth century increased the efficacy of each step 

of the production process. 

o They enhanced the output per worker, enabling each worker to produce more, and 

they made possible the production or stronger threads and yarn. 

 A Stable Government/Stable Monetary System 

o All of these changes occurring in Britain were held together by its stable 

government. 

o There were drastic differences in the economies when comparing Britain to other 

European mainland countries. 

o The pound sterling was the national currency during the entire pre-industrial and 

Industrial Revolution time period time, and it is still the currency used to today in 

Britain. 

Conclusion 

Britain in 1870 had the following which has all been stated as necessary for an Industrial Revolution. 

Good mineral resources, growing population, wealth, spare land and food, ability to innovate, 

laissez-faire government policy, scientific interest, and trading opportunities, all of these began to 

develop simultaneously. The result was a massive change.  

Although there were several positives to the Industrial Revolution there were also 

many negative elements. Examine. Also, write about how did the Industrial Revolution 

impact India? (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Easy 
Reference: Insights on India 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1 and mentioned as part of 
Mission-2022 Secure timetable. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the positive and negative impact of Industrial revolution as well as its impact on India. 
Directive word:  
Examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we must investigate the topic (content words) in detail, inspect 
it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so 
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Start the answer by mentioning the manifold of major changes brought on Industrial revolution. 
Body: 
In the first part mention the positive impact of Industrial revolution – Growth of modern Industry, 
emergence of cities, new capitalistic class, improvement in lifestyle, technological innovations etc. 
Next, mention the negative impact of IR – poor working conditions, poor living conditions, low wages, 
child labor, Luddite movement and pollution.  
Next, in detail, write about how IR in Britain impact the Indian colony. 
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Conclusion: 
Summarise the overall impact of Industrial revolution. 
Introduction 

The Industrial Revolution refers to a series of significant shifts in traditional practices of agriculture, 

manufacturing, and transportation, as well as the development of new mechanical technologies that 

took place during the late 18th and 19th centuries in much of the Western world. During this time, 

the United Kingdom, as well as the rest of Europe and the United States soon after, underwent 

drastic socio-economic and cultural changes. 

Body 

Effects of Industrialization 

Positives: 

 The Industrial Revolution brought about sweeping changes in economic and social 

organization. 

 These changes included a wider distribution of wealth and increased international trade. 

 Managerial hierarchies also developed to oversee the division of labor. 

 By the late 1700s many people could no longer earn their living in the countryside. 

Increasingly, people moved from farms and villages into bigger towns and cities to find work 

in factories. 

 The Industrial Revolution marked a dramatic change for women as many of them entered 

the workforce for the first time. Women had to compete with men for jobs. Female factory 

workers often made only one-third as much as men. 

 Machines greatly increased production. This meant that products were cheaper to make and 

also cheaper to buy. Many factory owners became rich. 

 The middle class began opening up new factories for which they required financing and 

therefore, the banking and finance system began developing. 

 Better transport, communications and mechanized goods made life comfortable for man. 

Negatives: 

 Advancement in technology and better agricultural production led to better medical 

facilities and greater employment which led to population explosion. 

 Although the machines made work easier in some ways, factory work created many 

problems for the laborers. Factory employees did not earn much, and the work was often 

dangerous. Many worked 14 to 16 hours per day six days per week. 

 Women and child labour was badly exploited. 

 Workers sought to win improved conditions and wages through labor unions. These 

organizations helped establish laws to protect workers. Such laws, for instance, limited the 

number of work hours for employees and guaranteed they would be paid a certain amount. 

 Cities grew larger, but they were often dirty, crowded, and unhealthy. 
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 Industrial Revolution made the production of goods easy and ready in much less time. 

Therefore, more and more goods began to be produced which led to the exploitation of 

resources. 

 The process of industrialization continues around the world, as do struggles against many of 

its negative effects, such as industrial pollution and urban crowding. 

 It led to wars of imperialism and colonization. 

Impact of Industrial revolution on India: 

 The Industrial Revolution in England impacted the nature of trade of the British in India. 

 The Industrial  Revolution  transformed  India  into  a  country  that  supplied  raw-

materials  to  the industrial houses of Britain. 

 Prior to the Industrial Revolution British traders purchased cotton piece- goods and other 

handicraft items from India and used to net huge profit by selling those in the European 

markets. 

 With the Industrial Revolution Britain started manufacturing various articles in a short time. 

For the manufacture of such articles huge raw-materials were needed. 

 Thus they procured raw-materials from India at a cheap price. 

 At the same time Britain flooded the Indian markets with the machine-made products 

produced in British factories. 

Conclusion: 

Industrialization changed our world for the better in many ways. It is up to us to clean up the 

pollution that comes about as a side effect to these efforts. If we’re unwilling to approach our 

environment in the same way that we look at our economies, then this planet we have may not be 

around much longer.  

The French Revolution was not only a popular uprising against the absolute power of 

the king but was also against the privileges and wealth of the elite. Elaborate. (150 

words, 10 marks) 
Introduction 

French revolution was a period of radical political and societal change in France that began with the 

Estates General of 1789 and ended with the formation of the French Consulate in November 1799. 

The outbreak of revolution was due to the political incompetency of King Louis XVI, disorganized 

administrative step, sharp inequalities in the society and impending financial crisis. 

Body: 

The French Revolution was not only a popular uprising against the absolute power of the king but 

was also against the privileges and wealth of the elite. The causes are generally agreed to be a 

combination of social, political and economic factors, which the existing regime proved unable to 

manage. 

Political Causes: 

 Degeneration of the Absolute Monarchy: 
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o Absolute monarchy reached its peak under Louis XIV, and began to degenerate 

during his lifetime. 

o Refusal of Louis XV to remedy the abuses of the old order, inefficiency of Louis XVI, 

all added to the initiation of the process of revolution. 

o His wife, Marie Antoinette, squandered money on festivities and interfered in state 

appointments. 

 Administrative Ruins: 

o The administrative system of the country was hopelessly unsatisfactory. Various 

units of the administration possessed ill-defined and overlapping jurisdictions. 

o At different times, France had been divided into districts under bailiffs and 

seneschals whose offices were purely ornamental. It had also been divided into 

provinces under governors. 

o It had been divided into intendancies (under intendants), judicial districts, 

educational districts and ecclesiastical districts. 

o The conflict of jurisdictions added to the difficulties and troubles of the people. 

 Judicial Malfeasance: 

o The legal system of the country was full of confusion. There was no uniform law for 

the whole of the country. 

o Different laws were in force in different parts of the country. While at one place 

German law prevailed, at another place the Roman law was in force. 

o It is estimated that there were about 400 different systems of law in the country. 

o The laws were written in Latin and consequently were not within the 

comprehension of the people. 

Social Causes: 

 Inequalities: 

o There was too much of inequality in French society on the eve of the French 

Revolution. French society was divided into two parts the privileged and the 

unprivileged. 

o It is estimated that the clergy and nobility owned about one-fifth each of property in 

France. 

o Thus, about one per cent of people owned about 40 per cent of property in the 

country. While they enjoyed privileges, they were exempted from taxes. 

Economic Causes: 

 The series of wars France took part in Austrian War of succession, Seven Years war and 

American war of Independence which was great drain on the resources of the country. 

Role of French Philosophers: 
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 Another cause of the French Revolution was the effect of the preachings of the French 

philosophers. 

 Montesquieu, Voltaire and Rousseau were the three intellectual giants of the age. 

Immediate Cause: 

 The impending bankruptcy and the acute shortage of food in France started the revolution in 

France. 

Conclusion: 

French Revolution was a total revolution having manifestations in almost all spheres from ending 

Royal Absolutism, Feudalism and inspiring many other revolutions which marked the beginning of 

the end of the ancient regime on which modern politics took shape. 

The assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand might have started The Great War of 

1914 but it was not inevitable or accidental, but began as a result of complex 

geopolitics and mutual hostility. Examine. (250 words) 

Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: Chapter-1: Mastering Modern World History – Norman Lowe 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1 and mentioned as part of 
Mission-2022 Secure timetable. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about geo-political reasons for the outbreak for the first world war. 
Directive word:  
Examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we must investigate the topic (content words) in detail, inspect 
it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so 
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by giving the context of assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand that started the great war 
of 1914. 
Body: 
First, write about the geo-political Tensions had been brewing throughout Europe—especially in the 
troubled Balkan region of southeast Europe, the alliances involving European powers, the Ottoman 
Empire, Russia and other parties had existed for years, The political instability in the Balkans etc, 
Hyper nationalism leading to mutual distrust. 
Next, mention other factors such as economic and military causes. 
Conclusion: 
Summarise as to how the assassination of Franz Ferdinand set off a rapidly escalating chain of events 
resulting in the war. 
Introduction 

The causes of World War I, also known as the Great War, have been debated since it ended. 

Officially, Germany shouldered much of the blame for the conflict, which caused four years of 

unprecedented slaughter. But a series of complicated factors caused the war, including a brutal 

assassination that propelled Europe into the greatest conflict the continent had ever known. 

Body 

Background and trigger of world war I 
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 Bosnia had been annexed by Habsburg empire and the Bosnians were aligned with Serbia. 

 A secret society had organized the killing and the Bosnian government was aware of the plot 

but did not do anything to stop it. This event was definitely an act of terrorism and the 

anger among the Austrians was justified but Austria-Hungary took this event as 

an opportunity to try annexing Serbia. 

 It presented Serbia with a set of demands with a deadline. Serbia accepted most of the 

demands but not all because accepting all the demands would have amounted to 

surrendering the sovereignty of Serbia to Habsburg empire. 

 Serbia fearing invasion ordered military mobilization. 

 After the deadline, Austria-Hungary declared war on Serbia. The assassination served as the 

immediate cause of the World War I. 

Factors that were significant causing the Great War 

 Rise of nationalism: The widespread nationalism is thought to be a general cause of World 

War I. 

o For instance, after Germany dominated France in the Franco-Prussian War of 1870-

71, France lost money and land to Germany, which then fuelled French 

nationalism and a desire for revenge. 

 Web of alliances: In 1879, Germany and Austria-Hungary allied against Russia. In 1882, Italy 

joined their alliance (The Triple Alliance) and Russia responded in 1894 by allying with 

France. 

o In 1907, Great Britain, Russia and France formed the Triple Entente to protect 

themselves against Germany’s growing threat. 

o Soon, Europe was divided into two groups: The Central Powers of Germany, Austria-

Hungary and Italy; and the Allies, which included Russia, France and Britain. 

o Italy later changed sides and became part of Allies. 

 Militarism sparked an arms race: Between 1910 and 1914, France, Russia, Britain and 

Germany significantly increased their defence budgets. 

o But Germany was by far the most militaristic country in Europe at the time. 

 Naval Race between Germany and Britain increased tensions and both became rivals. By 

defeating the other in the war at sea, each power had ambition of establishing naval 

supremacy once and for all. 

 Russia made war more likely by backing Serbia. Had Russia allowed Serbia to deal with 

Austria alone then Germany may not have entered the war. Russia always desired influence 

in the Eastern Europe. 

 A tragedy of Miscalculations: Germany believed that due to France-Russia Agreement of 

1894, France will surely fight in favour of Russia. 

o After passive stand of Britain in the 2nd Balkan War, Germany thought that Britain 

would not come to the aid of Russia or France. 
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o Further, Germans miscalculated that the Schlieffen Plan will bring them a quick 

victory. 

o Germans miscalculated that by supporting Austria they would be able to threaten 

Russia into neutrality. 

o Austria miscalculated that since it had German support, Russia won’t come to aid of 

Serbia. 

o Politicians in Germany and Russia felt that mobilization would not necessarily 

escalate into a War. 

Conclusion 

Although the assassination of Archduke Ferdinand was the spark that caused Austria-Hungary to 

strike the first blow, all the European powers quickly fell in line to defend their alliances, preserve or 

expand their empires and display their military might and patriotism. 

A combination of the New Deal and the beginning of World War-II lifted the U.S. out 

of The Great Depression. Elaborate. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Easy 
Reference: Insights on India 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1 and mentioned as part of 
Mission-2022 Secure timetable. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about how the new-deal and the starting to wolrd war-II ended the great depression. 
Directive word:  
Elaborate – Give a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the context. You must 
be defining key terms wherever appropriate and substantiate with relevant associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by defining The Great Depression. 
Body: 
First, write about Roosevelt’s New Deal – Works Progress Administration (WPA), the Tennessee 
Valley Authority (TVA) However, increases in government spending and expansionary effect on the 
economy., positive effects on consumer and business sentiment. 
Next, write about the World War-II role in the recovery of the U.S. economy. Military buildup, 
expansionary fiscal and monetary policy, widespread conscription beginning in 1942, full 
employment. 
Conclusion: 
Summarise the impact of the above two in ending the recession. 
Introduction 

The Great Depression was the worst economic downturn in the history of the industrialized world, 

lasting from 1929 to 1939. It began after the stock market crash of October 1929, which sent Wall 

Street into a panic and wiped out millions of investors. 

Over the next several years, consumer spending and investment dropped, causing steep declines in 

industrial output and employment as failing companies laid off workers. By 1933, when the Great 

Depression reached its lowest point, some 15 million Americans were unemployed and nearly half 

the country’s banks had failed. 
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Body 

Background: Causes and aftermath of Great Depression 

 Democrat Franklin D. Roosevelt won an overwhelming victory in the presidential election of 

1932. 

 During Roosevelt’s first 100 days in office, his administration passed legislation that aimed to 

stabilize industrial and agricultural production, create jobs and stimulate recovery. 

 In addition, Roosevelt sought to reform the financial system, creating the Federal Deposit 

Insurance Corporation (FDIC) to protect depositors’ accounts and the Securities and 

Exchange Commission (SEC) to regulate the stock market and prevent abuses of the kind 

that led to the 1929 crash. 

New Deal by Roosevelt: Overview 

 Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA) : Among the programs and institutions of the New Deal 

that aided in recovery from the Great Depression were the Tennessee Valley Authority 

(TVA), which built dams and hydroelectric projects to control flooding and provide electric 

power to the impoverished Tennessee Valley region. 

 Works Progress Administration (WPA), a permanent jobs program that employed 5 million 

people from 1935 to 1943. 

 Social security: In 1935, Congress passed the Social Security Act, which for the first time 

provided Americans with unemployment, disability and pensions for old age. 

 Recovery: After showing early signs of recovery beginning in the spring of 1933, the 

economy continued to improve throughout the next three years, during which real GDP 

(adjusted for inflation) grew at an average rate of 9 percent per year. 

 A sharp recession hit in 1937, caused in part by the Federal Reserve’s decision to increase its 

requirements for money in reserve. 

o Though the economy began improving again in 1938, this second severe contraction 

reversed many of the gains in production and employment and prolonged 

the effects of the Great Depression through the end of the decade. 

Role of World War-II in the recovery of the U.S. economy 

 With Roosevelt’s decision to support Britain and France in the struggle against Germany and 

the other Axis Powers, defence manufacturing geared up, producing more and more 

private sector jobs. 

 The Japanese attack on Pearl Harbour in December 1941 led to America’s entry into World 

War II, and the nation’s factories went back in full production mode. 

 This expanding industrial production, as well as widespread conscription beginning in 1942, 

reduced the unemployment rate to below its pre-Depression level. 

 More people were needed to produce the food and weapons for the men on the front lines. 

 The new jobs were taken by many who had been out of work for several years. 
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 As more men were sent away to fight, women were hired to take over their positions on 

the assembly lines. 

 Before World War II, women had generally been discouraged from working outside the 

home. 

 Now they were being encouraged to take over jobs that had been traditionally considered 

“men’s work.” 

 Existing companies changed their lines from consumer goods to war materials, and new 

plants were constructed strictly for the creation of products for the war 

 The Great Depression had ended at last, and the United States turned its attention to the 

global conflict of World War II. 

Conclusion 

The New Deal and the outbreak of world war II, did eventually reform the American economic 

system. Roosevelt’s leadership preserved the country’s faith in its democratic political system. It also 

established him as a leader of democracy in a world threatened by ruthless dictators. 

“The Nuremberg trial sentenced only eleven leading Nazis to death. Many others 

were imprisoned for life. The Allies did not want to be as harsh on defeated Germany 

as they had been after the first world war.” Examine. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Tough 
Reference: History of modern world by jain & Mathur 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1 and mentioned as part of 
Mission-2022 Secure timetable. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about some of the terms imposed on Germany after the first world war? Why were they 
regarded as being harsh? What was the eventual outcome of these terms? 
Directive word: 
Examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we must investigate the topic (content words) in detail, inspect 
it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so 
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by writing what the Nuremberg trials were – military tribunals that prosecuted Nazi leaders. 
Body: 
Write first some of the terms imposed on Germany under the Treaty of Versailles – lost territory, lost 
colonies, the reparations clause, etc. Then, why were the Germans were unhappy with the terms? 
Finally, how the chain of events following the Treaty led to the rise of Hitler and consequently the 
2nd world war (creation of a “forced” republic, how the republic crushed socialist movements, the 
economic crises, rise of Hitler). 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by mention a relatively forgiving peace following the second world war as opposed to the 
first, averted a third world war. 
Introduction 

The Nuremberg trials were a series of 13 trials carried out in Nuremberg, Germany, between 1945 

and 1949 for the purpose of bringing Nazi war criminals to justice, . The defendants, who included 
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Nazi Party officials and high-ranking military officers along with German industrialists, lawyers and 

doctors, were indicted on such charges as crimes against peace and crimes against humanity. 

Nuremberg trials are now regarded as a milestone toward the establishment of a permanent 

international court, and an important precedent for dealing with later instances of genocide and 

other crimes against humanity. 

Body 

About Nuremberg trials 

 Twenty-four individuals were indicted, along with six Nazi organizations determined to be 

criminal (such as the “Gestapo,” or secret state police). 

 In the end, the international tribunal found all but three of the defendants guilty. 

 Twelve were sentenced to death, one in absentia, and the rest were given prison sentences 

ranging from 10 years to life behind bars. 

 Ten of the condemned were executed by hanging on October 16, 1946. 

Reason for allies not being harsh on Germany 

 Treaty of Versailles: Germany lost territory in Europe. 

o Alsace-Lorraine was given to 

o Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania were made independent nations. Parts of German 

territory were given to Denmark, Belgium, Poland and Lithuania. 

o SAAR and DANZIG had German population but they were brought under 

administration of League of Nations. 

 Germany was disarmed: It was barred from introducing conscription (compulsory military 

service). Rhineland (Germany) was made a buffer zone between France and Germany by 

demilitarizing it permanently. 

 War Reparations: Germany was to pay 6600 pounds after a lot of deliberations. But it was 

decreased to 2000 million pounds later as the earlier amount was disproportionately high. 

 The Treaty of Versailles was a dictated peace as the Germans were not allowed to be part 

of the negotiations. They could only put forward their opinion and criticism through 

writings. All their criticisms were ignored. 

 The clause of disarmament of Germany made it virtually impotent and the reparations 

charged upon the Germans were unjustified. 

 Ordinary German citizens felt that they were being punished for the mistakes of the German 

government in August 1914 as it was the government that had declared war, not the people. 

 The humiliating conditions of the treaty rankled Germans for years and in many ways led to 

the rise of Nazism in Germany. 

 The rise of Hitler was by leveraging the bitterness of Germans and came under his absolute 

authority. 
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 Hence, the allies after World War II did not want to repeat the same series of mistakes that 

were committed after the first world war. 

Conclusion 

Thus, it is evident that the victors of second world war did not want to embitter the vanquished once 

again and set stage for another war. The great devastating effects of war became evident in the 

aftermath of nuclear bombing of Japan and nations actively wanted to prevent further wars. This is 

the major reason for Allied powers not to be extremely harsh towards Germans and the aides 

of Hitler behind holocaust.  

In what manner did the outbreak of World War 2 affect India’s struggle for 

Independence? Discuss. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Easy 
Reference: History of modern world by Jain & Mathur 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1 and mentioned as part of 
Mission-2022 Secure timetable. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about political, social and economic impact of World War-II on India and the Indian response 
to it. 
Directive word:  
Discuss – You have to write about the given topic in detail, while considering the different issues 
involved. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by presenting the context: The INC always stood for anti-fascism. However, the imperialist 
Government of India declared India’s support for the war without any consultations with India’s 
political parties. This exposed the hypocrisy of British’s apparent role as a protector of the idea of 
democracy in world war 2. 
Body: 
First, mention the impact of world war-2 on India. 
Next, the different responses of prominent INC leaders. Second, the INC resolution at the Wardha 
meeting. Third, the Government’s response, and fourth, the INC’s response – calling upon provincial 
congress ministries to resign. 
Conclusion: 
How the war continued to impact and changed the course India’s struggle for Independence. 
Introduction 

On September 3, 1939, Britain declares war against Germany and declares India’s support for the 

war without consulting Indian opinion. Though Indian leaders and nationalists were thoroughly 

opposed to fascism and Nazism, the British response also exposed their hypocrisy. British were 

fighting for liberal values including democracy and at the same time denying it to Indians. 

Body 

Outbreak of World War II and events that followed 

 The Congress’ hostility to Fascism, Nazism, militarism and imperialism had been much more 

consistent than the British record. But the Indian offer to cooperate in the war effort had 

two basic conditions: 
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o After the war, a constituent assembly should be convened to determine political 

structure of a free India. 

o Immediately, some form of a genuinely responsible government should be 

established at the centre. 

o The offer was rejected by Linlithgow, the viceroy. The Congress argued that these 

conditions were necessary to win public opinion for war. 

Responses to the War and British stance 

Different opinions were voice during CWC Wardha Meeting in September 1939. 

 Gandhi advocated an unconditional support to the Allied powers as he made a clear 

distinction between the democratic states of Western Europe and the totalitarian Nazis. 

 Subhash Bose and the socialists argued that the war was an imperialist one since both sides 

were fighting for gaining or defending colonial territories. 

o Therefore, the question of supporting either of the two sides did not arise. 

o Instead, advantage should be taken of the situation to wrest freedom immediately 

starting a civil disobedience movement. 

 Nehru made a sharp distinction between democracy and Fascism. 

o But he was also convinced that Britain and France were imperialist powers, and that 

the war was the result of the inner contradictions of capitalism maturing since the 

end of World War I. 

o He, therefore, advocated no Indian participation till India itself was free. However, 

at the, same time, no advantage was to be taken of Britain’s difficulty by starting an 

immediate struggle. 

 Government response: The Government’s response was entirely negative. Linlithgow, in his 

statement (October 17, 1939), tried to use the Muslim League and the princes against the 

Congress. 

o The Government refused to define British war aims beyond stating that Britain was 

resisting aggression; 

o It said it would, as part of future arrangement, consult “representatives of several 

communities, parties and interests in India, and the Indian princes” as to how 

the Act of 1935 might be modified; 

 It became clear that the British Government had no intention of loosening its hold, during or 

after the war, and was willing to treat the Congress as an enemy. 

 Congress ministries resigned in October 1939 after the Second World War and government 

response. 

 Towards the end of 1940, the Congress once again asked Gandhi to take command. 

 Gandhi now began taking steps which would lead to a mass struggle within his broad 

strategic perspective. 
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 He decided to initiate a limited satyagraha on an individual basis by a few selected 

individuals in every locality. 

Conclusion 

Even before the World War II began, the British had realised the futility of holding on to their reign 

in India. By the time the war ended, Great Britain was bankrupt, unable and unwilling to continue to 

maintain colonies of the British Empire. WWII acted as a catalyst to India’s fight for 

independence but not before the British almost lost India to Netaji’s Indian National Army. 

 

 “Long live the Soviets and down with the Commissars”. Examine this slogan in the 

context of the Russian Civil War in 1918. Why did the White army lose against the 

Red? (250 words) 

Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: History of modern world by Jain & Mathur 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1 and mentioned as part of 
Mission-2022 Secure timetable. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Examine the causes of the Civil War following the Bolshevik Revolution, and causes for victory of the 
Reds (communists). 
Directive word:  
Examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we must investigate the topic (content words) in detail, inspect 
it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so 
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Write who the warring parties were composed of (who were the “whites” and “reds”). 
Body: 
First, in detail list the causes for opposition to the Bolsheviks that led to the outbreak off the war. 
Mention in brief about the civil war. 
Next, mention the outcome of the war and list the causes for defeat of the whites at the hands of 
Bolsheviks. 
Conclusion: 
End your answer by briefly writing about the political-economic impact of the civil war. 
Introduction 

Russia’s disastrous performance in World War I was one of the primary causes of the Russian 

Revolution of 1917, which swept aside the Romanov dynasty and installed a government that was 

eager to end the fighting. 

The civil war occurred because after November 1917, many groups had formed that opposed 

Lenin’s Bolsheviks. These groups included monarchists, militarists, and, for a short time, foreign 

nations. Collectively, they were known as the Whites while the Bolsheviks were known as the Reds. 

Body 

Background: Causes for opposition to the Bolsheviks 
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 The Treaty of Brest-Litovsk (1918) whereby Russia yielded large portions of its territory to 

Germany caused a breach between the Bolsheviks (Communists) and the Left Socialist 

Revolutionaries, who thereupon left the coalition. 

 In the next months there was a marked drawing together of two main groups of Russian 

opponents of Lenin: (1) the non-Bolshevik left, who had been finally alienated from Lenin by 

his dissolution of the Constituent Assembly and (2) the rightist whites, whose main asset 

was the Volunteer Army in the Kuban steppes. 

 This army, which had survived great hardships in the winter of 1917–18 and which came 

under the command of Gen. Anton I. Denikin (April 1918), was now a fine fighting force, 

though small in numbers. 

 At the same time, the Western Allies, desperately pressed by a new German offensive in 

northern France in the spring of 1918, were eager to create another front in the east by 

reviving at least a part of the Russian army. 

 In March 1918 a small British force was landed at Murmansk with the consent of the local 

soviet. On April 5 Japanese forces landed at Vladivostok, without any approval. 

 A further factor was the Czechoslovak Legion, composed of Czech and Slovak deserters 

from the Austro-Hungarian army, whom previous Russian governments had allowed to form 

their own units. 

o In March 1918 the Bolshevik government agreed to let these units leave Russia by 

the Far East, but in May violent incidents took place during the evacuation, and 

on May 29 Leon Trotsky, commissar for war, ordered them to surrender their arms. 

o “Red terror” was unveiled on the dissenters. 

 A further thorn in Trotsky’s side was Admiral Kolchak, the former Lord High Admiral. He had 

established relations with the Allies in an attempt to establish a united Eastern Front. In 

September 1918, an organisation called the Directory was established in Ufa. This was a 

combination of various groups whose sole aim was to defeat the Communists. 

Reasons for white army losing against the Red army 

 Trotsky’s leadership: Trotsky who, despite the criticism aimed at him over the Czech Legion 

issue, was a brilliant War Commissar. Untrained in military matters, Trotsky seemed to be 

a natural leader of men. 

 Men flocked to join the Red Army – not necessarily because they believed in what the Reds 

stood for but because Lenin had ordered that supplies of food went first to soldiers – what 

was left went to those who lived in the cities. 

 Secret Police: Lenin also imposed an iron grip on territory under the control of the 

Bolsheviks. The party had a secret police unit (called the Cheka, which was to change its 

title to the NKVD) which was ruthless in hunting out possible opponents to Lenin. 

o In many areas of Russia, where the Bolsheviks had control, the NKVD was judge, 

jury and executioner. 

 Disunity of the whites: The Whites were made up of many groups – groups that hated each 

other as much as they hated the Reds. 
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o With no cohesiveness to them, the Whites were on the whole a hopelessly 

uncoordinated group that fell out with each other. 

 Withdrawal of Allies: The Whites also suffered a massive blow to their campaign when the 

Allies withdrew from Russia after November 11th 1918. 

o Reports reached London that the Whites had committed many atrocities on 

innocent civilians – and the government could not afford to be associated with such 

things. 

 In May 1919, Britain refused to recognise Kolchak and France did the same in May. The Red 

Army drove Kolchak and his rapidly disintegrating forces back to Siberia where he 

surrendered to the Communists. 

 White forces in the south of Russia were evacuated from the Crimea from November 1920 

on. 

Conclusion 

With the end of the war, the Communist Party no longer faced an acute military threat to its 

existence and power. However, the perceived threat of another intervention, combined with the 

failure of socialist revolutions in other countries—most notably the German Revolution—

contributed to the continued militarisation of Soviet society. Although Russia experienced extremely 

rapid economic growth in the 1930s, the combined effect of World War I and the Civil War left a 

lasting scar on Russian society and had permanent effects on the development of the Soviet Union. 

  

In March 1921, a serious naval mutiny occurred at Kronstadt, the island naval base in 

the Gulf of Finland. What is the significance of this event in the economic history of 

Russia? Discuss. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Tough 
Reference: History of modern world by Jain & Mathur 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1 and mentioned as part of 
Mission-2022 Secure timetable. 
Key Demand of the question: 
You need write why War Communism was abandoned and what the New Economic Policy, which 
replaced it, was. 
Directive word: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Begin by giving context, To Lenin, the mutiny brought home the reality that he had to change the 
manner in which he was trying to rebuild the Russian economy. 
Body: 
Explain the features of war communism and write why war communism was introduced. Proceed to 
write why it failed. 
Next, write what were the features of the New Economic Policy (NEP) that was introduced in Russia. 
Finally, mention what the impact of the NEP was. 
Conclusion: 
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Conclude by highlighting the fact that the NEP itself turned out to be a cause for disagreement 
among leaders – a disagreement which was exploited by Stalin to consolidate power in himself. 
Introduction 

Kronstadt rebellion in March 1921, was one of several major internal uprisings against Soviet rule in 

Russia after the Civil War (1918–20), conducted by sailors from the Kronstadt naval base. It 

greatly influenced the Communist Party’s decision to undertake a program of economic 

liberalization to relieve the hardships suffered by the Russian population during the Civil War. 

Body 

Background 

 By the time 1921 came around, Russia’s economy had been maimed by the effects 

of War Communism. 

 Socialism had not begun on a good note, and Vladimir Lenin was becoming concerned with 

the unfortunate state of the e 

 His response to the poor economy he adopted and how he planned to improve it was called 

the New Economic Policy, or the N.E.P., which got its name from the fact that it was “new,” 

in comparison to the “old” Czarist economic “policy.” 

War communism and reasons for failure 

 The first thing that was put into place post World war one was something called “War 

Communism.” 

o The reason it was called this was because it was meant to be an economic method 

utilized during the Civil War, but in reality, began before the war and remained in 

effect after the war until 1921. 

 Within the first few months, Lenin ordered taking of private property from the capitalists: 

farmland, factories, mills, railroads, banks, and other properties with no compensation. 

 It was full-blown reform without transition. They all were economically unequipped for 

such a conversion. 

 The unemployment rate sky-rocketed. 

o Almost all manufacturing and retail was nationalized and 

peasants’ harvests were forcibly requisitioned by the state, with the idea that it 

would all go to the State whereupon it would be evenly distributed. 

 Eventually the Bolsheviks came to realize that Russia was beginning to drown underneath 

this War Communism from a whole host of circumstances, such as famine, lack of resources, 

and disease due to malnutrition. 

 The peasants made up a majority of the population and although the government had been 

set up for the Proletariat, the fact of the matter was that only a small percentage of the 

population (not even 10%) made up an actual population of factory workers and most of the 

rest were peasantry. 
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During the 2nd Congress of the Political Education Departments in October 1921 Vladimir Lenin 

began discussing the New Economic Policy and the need for its immediate application, due to the 

devastating effects of War Communism. 

New Economic Policy: Features 

 The N.E.P. was a way to manipulate capitalism so as to ensure that capital would be a result 

of labours, but Imperialism would not be able to infiltrate the system and regain power. 

 The New Economic Policy was intended for the Soviet Union to experience a temporary 

taste of capitalism in order to improve the economy so as to successfully introduce 

Communism. 

 As mentioned previously, the food appropriation system and food requisitioning policy 

would be abolished. 

o In return, the peasants would be allowed to sell freely (for profit) that which they 

had left over after the tax had been collected (that tax would be small and 

affordable). 

o Foreign trade and the leasing of enterprises would now be permitted as well 

 The plan of action would be to rebuild and reopen factories which had been left in ruin 

during the years of War Communism and have the proletariat class re-employed in these 

factories. 

Impact of NEP and beyond 

 In a way, N.E.P. had, indeed, improved the Soviet economy, but only back to the levels at 

which it was during World War One. 

 The peasants were meeting the expectations of the government (therefore, not complying 

with their part of the agreement on the conditions of the free-market style of economy) 

which meant that although progress had been made in comparison to the disparity of the 

days of War Communism, not enough progress was made. 

 The New Economic Policy was cleverly created curing a time of dire economic 

failure, famine, and unemployment 

 Naturally the N.E.P. was not intended to be a permanent fixture in Soviet economy or 

politics, but rather something of a stepping stone, as well as a way to improve the economic 

state by the utilization of capitalism, but with a Communist twist. 

 Despite the free markets and the chance for free trade and sales, the economy would still 

be subservient towards the State and the main goal of the capital brought in by the N.E.P. 

would be to strengthen the State, its people, and its party in order to prepare them for the 

real deal: Communism. 

 Unfortunately, the New Economic Policy would be short-lived because after Lenin’s death in 

January of 1924, Stalin’s infamous Five-Year Plans were instilled upon the Soviet Union. 

Conclusion 

The NEP itself turned out to be a cause for disagreement among leaders – a disagreement which was 

exploited by Stalin to consolidate power in himself. The New Economic Policy had only three years to 
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develop and was disbanded after Stalin’s usurpation of power, who changed the course of Russian 

Economy. Perhaps, Lenin had a good measure of Russian economy and its revival, but his tenure was 

short-lived.  

Analyse the role played by the Chinese Communist Party from its birth in 1921, to 

1949 when the party emerged victorious in the Chinese Revolution. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Easy 
Reference: Mastering World History by Norman Lowe 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1 and mentioned as part of 
Mission-2022 Secure timetable. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Explain certain important events/moments of the CCP in a chronological manner during the Chinese 
revolution. 
Directive: 
Analyse – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start by writing about the background in which the CCP emerged – the Warlord Era. 
Body: 
First write about the role of CCP prior to its breach with the KMT (1927-28), then, its role after 
rejigging its priorities under Mao’s influence. Third, write why the CCP gained influence during the 
civil war period, and finally the reasons for CCP victory. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by mentioning that the victory came at a cost – it was isolated by the west for several 
decades. 
Introduction 

The Civil War in China from 1927 to 1949 was a result of the fall of the monarchical system in 

1912. Without a structured form of government, the country was in chaos. Warlords, military men 

who controlled specific regions of China, were vying for power and had taken over the country. 

Inspired by the Russian Revolution, the CCP (Chinese Communist Party) was founded in 1921 on the 

principles of Marxism-Leninism. Tensions between the Communist party and the nationalist 

Kuomintang(KMT), its primary rival, erupted into a civil war won by the Communists in 1949. 

Body 

The role of CCP prior to 1927 

 The CCP was founded as both a political party and a revolutionary movement in 1921 by 

revolutionaries such as Li Dazhao and Chen Duxiu. 

 Those two men and others had come out of the May Fourth Movement (1919) and had 

turned to Marxism after the Bolshevik victory in the Russian Revolution of 1917. 

 In the turmoil of 1920s China, CCP members such as Mao Zedong, Liu Shaoqi, and Li 

Lisan began organizing labour unions in the cities. 

 The CCP joined with the Nationalist Party in 1924, and the alliance proved enormously 

successful at first. This alliance took the expedition of 1926–27 to rid the nation of the 

warlords that prevented the formation of a strong central government. 
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 This collaboration lasted until the “White Terror” of 1927, when the Nationalists turned on 

the Communists, killing them or purging them from the party. 

 After the Nationalists under Chiang Kai-shek (Jiang Jieshi) turned violently against the 

communists and ousted them from Shanghai, the CCP was driven underground. 

CCP under Mao’s leadership 

 Mao was driven to the countryside, where they were so successful in winning peasant 

support that in 1931 the Chinese Soviet Republic, with a population of some 10 million, was 

set up in southern China. 

 That entity was soon destroyed by the military campaigns of the Nationalists, however, and 

Mao and the remnants of his forces escaped in the Long March (1934–35) to Yan’an in 

northern China. 

 It was during the march that Mao achieved the leadership position in the CCP that he held 

until his death in 1976. 

 The Second Sino-Japanese War caused a pause in the conflict between the CPC and the 

KMT. 

o After the Japanese invaded Manchuria in 1931, the Government of the Republic of 

China (ROC) faced the triple threat of Japanese invasion, Communist uprising, and 

warlord insurrections. 

o Frustrated by the focus of the Nationalist leader Chiang Kai-shek on internal threats 

instead of the Japanese assault, a group of generals abducted Chiang in 1937 and 

forced him to reconsider cooperation with the Communist army. 

 The Second United Front was established between the CPC and the KMT to tackle the 

invasion. 

o Despite their formal alliance, the CPC used the opportunity to expand and carve out 

independent bases of operations to prepare for the coming war with the KMT. 

 By the end of the war (1945), the party controlled base areas of some 100 million 

people and had an experienced army and a workable political program of alliance 

between peasants, workers, the middle class, and small capitalists. 

 Mao Zedong became the Chairman of the Chinese Communist Party in 1945. From 1945 

until 1949, the war had been reduced to two parties; the CPC and the KMT. 

The period of 1945-1949: Civil War 

 In 1945, the leaders of the Nationalist and Communist parties, Chiang Kai-shek and Mao 

Zedong, met for a series of talks on the formation of a post-war government. 

o Both agreed on the importance of democracy, a unified military, and equality for 

all Chinese political parties. 

 The truce was tenuous, however, and, in spite of repeated efforts by U.S. General George 

Marshall to broker an agreement, by 1946 the two sides were fighting an all-out civil war. 

 Years of mistrust between the two sides thwarted efforts to form a coalition government. 
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 As the civil war gained strength from 1947 to 1949, eventual Communist victory seemed 

more and more likely. 

 Although the Communists did not hold any major cities after World War II, they had strong 

grassroots support, superior military organization and morale, and large stocks of 

weapons seized from Japanese supplies in Manchuria. 

 Years of corruption and mismanagement had eroded popular support for the Nationalist 

Government. 

 Early in 1947, the nationalist Government was already looking to the island province of 

Taiwan, off the coast of Fujian Province, as a potential point of retreat. 

 In October of 1949, after a string of military victories, Mao Zedong proclaimed the 

establishment of the PRC; Chiang and his forces fled to Taiwan to regroup and plan for their 

efforts to retake the mainland. 

Conclusion 

The CCP was isolated for many years from the west due to ideological differences. Until the 1970s, 

the United States continued to recognize the Republic of China, located on Taiwan, as China’s true 

government and supported that government’s holding the Chinese seat in the United Nations.  

After the Chinese Revolution of 1949, Mao Zedong tried to keep China developing along 

Marxist-Leninist lines in any way possible. Elucidate. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: Mastering World History by Norman Lowe 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1 and mentioned as part of 
Mission-2022 Secure timetable. 
Key Demand of the question: 
The problems China faced following the Communist victory over KMT in 1949, and the measures 
introduced by Mao to address them. 
Directive: 
Elucidate – Give a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the context. You must 
be defining key terms wherever appropriate and substantiate with relevant associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Begin by writing that an important reason why the CCP had emerged victorious was that it had a 
large following among the masses. This itself was a result of Mao having been profoundly influenced 
by the thoughts of Marx and Lenin. 
Body: 
Write what the problems facing China and its people were, then how Mao attempted to resolve 
them. In the process, try relating the measures he introduced to the thoughts of Marx and Lenin. 
Mention the positive as well as negative impact of the same. 
Conclusion: 
End your answer by highlighting some of the changes introduced by Deng Xiaoping upon his 
ascendancy. 
Introduction 

The model adopted by China was similar to that of Russia till 1958. 

Body 
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 Great Leap Forward (1958): Maoism manifested in the form of the Great Leap Forward 

initiated by Mao after the criticism he faced during the 100 Flowers Campaign. 

 During the100 Flowers Campaign initiated to allow people to elicit their views, many people 

began to criticize the party and demanded transition to a democracy. 

o Mao realized that he needed to take steps to protect the communist revolution 

and increase economic prosperity of the common man to rouse their belief in 

communism. 

 The majority of the population in China were peasants. Thus the Great Leap Forward aimed 

at focusing more on agricultural growth without abandoning Industrial growth and at saving 

the communist revolution. 

 With the Great Leap Forward, Chinese Communism drifted away from the Russian model: 

o GLF implied that China would focus on having a largely agricultural economy with 

gradual industrialization. 

o It desired a labour-intensive economy and reduced use of machinery in the factories 

so that more employment could be provided to the masses. 

o The model of industrialization to be followed was of small-scale industries scattered 

in the countryside rather than focusing on heavy industries located at a few nodal 

points. 

 Different from Russian Communism: Mao was against the policy of peaceful co-existence 

with the West, spelled out by Khrushchev in his 

o 1956 speech. He was also against the use of capitalist measures by USSR and argued 

that USSR was 

o becoming soft towards capitalism. Mao was against following a capitalist road being 

taken by Russia. 

 Cultural Revolution (1966-9): This is also known as the Great Proletarian Cultural 

Revolution. 

o It was a massive propaganda campaign launched by Mao to 

renew revolutionary fervour in his quest for saving the communist revolution, for 

mobilizing public support in favour of the Great Leap Forward and for keeping the 

GLF on pure Marxist-Leninist lines. 

Conclusion 

Mao’s successor Deng Xiaoping was instrumental in China’s economic reconstruction following the 

crisis caused by the Cultural Revolution. His economic policies stood at odds to the political 

ideologies of Mao. 

Under Deng, China developed into a socialist market economy, via a series of reforms such as 

opening China to foreign investment, decentralisation of administration and introduction of limited 

private competition. Deng’s iron-fisted handling of the Tiananmen protests and other pro-

democracy protests led to the continuance of communism in China at a time when the global 

communist order was in crisis in the late 80s. 
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Role of women and women’s organization; population and associated issues, 

poverty and developmental issues. 

Despite all the hue and cry, our country still lacks an efficient and speedy system to try 

cases of rape, with minimal damage to the survivors’ sense of privacy and dignity. 

Comment. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate. 
Reference: Indian Express , The Hindu 
Why the question: 
Karnataka State Commission for Women has taken suo motu cognisance of media reports about 
Mysuru police in connection with the alleged gang rape of a girl near the foothills of Chamundi. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To comment about why the system remains lackadaisical to prevent crimes against women. 
Directive word:  
Comment– here we must express our knowledge and understanding of the issue and form an overall 
opinion thereupon. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Start the answer by giving the status of crime against women in India. Use NCRB data to paint a brief 
picture. 
Body: 
In the first part, mention despite the outrage caused cases in Hathras, Hyderabad and Nirbhaya 
cases, the chronic problem of rape in India remains. 
In the next time bring out the reasons for above. Examine to which extent the system has been 
infective preventing the crimes against women and when detected, its insensitivity towards the 
victims. 
Mention the other factors – social and economic, which are responsible. 
Conclusion: 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia
https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/justice-in-rape-cases-legal-system-reform-sexual-impunity-7477119/
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/rape-and-insensitivity-the-hindu-editorial-on-the-narrative-of-violence-against-women/article36170933.ece?homepage=true


INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 

   

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips  Page 137 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia 

Mention the urgent steps that are required to reduce the crimes against women to make this country 
a safer place for women. 
Introduction 

The narrative of violence against women in India continues unhindered. Recently, a MBA student 

was gangraped near Chamundi Hills in Mysuru, sending shock waves around the country. Justice 

delayed is justice denied is the corner stone in delivering justice, speedy trial is the essence of the 

criminal justice. 

If legal redress is available for a party that has suffered some injury, but is not forthcoming in a 

timely fashion, it is effectively the same as having no redress at all. Rape is a heinous crime which 

gives pain and suffering to the victim both physically and mentally. It is a violative of Article 21 of 

the constitution, Article 21 of the constitution guarantees “ Right to life and Personal liberty” to all 

which includes right to live with human dignity. 

Body 

Lack of efficient and speedy system to try rape cases 

 It is a social fact that the criminal legal system often merely re-arranges a system of 

illegalities. For example, rape survivors are routinely pressurized to “compromise” illegally 

and turn hostile in trials, failing which they may be threatened or even killed. 

 There is general acceptance that the Indian judicial system suffers from case delay and the 

use of antiquated methods, the discourse on judicial reform remains focused on areas such 

as appointments and vacancies. There is a need to identify other areas such as 

organizational barriers, infrastructure and court processes that also contribute to case delay 

are studied. 

 Nearly 2.8 crore cases are pending in the district and subordinate courts across the country 

and there are only 16,874 judges to try them — that’s around 1,540 cases per judge. 

 Another issue is Gender gap in Judiciary, only 28% of lower judiciary judges in the country 

are women, a first-of-its-kind study by Delhi-based Vidhi Centre for Legal Policy has 

revealed. 

 The lack of gender diversity is not limited to the lower judiciary. The Supreme Court has 

only seen six women judges in its six decades of existence, and currently has one woman 

judge out of 25 judges. 

 In the 24 High Courts across the country, just over 10% judges are women. 

 The Criminal law in India is contained in a number of sources – The Indian Penal Code of 

1860, the Protection of Civil Rights Act, 1955, Dowry Prohibition Act, 1961 and the 

Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) Act, 1989. 

Issues with protecting survivor’s sense of privacy and dignity 

 Despite stringent laws in place, especially after the 2012 Nirbhaya case in Delhi, a rape 

occurs every 16 minutes in India, according to the latest records available with the National 

Crime Records Bureau. 

 To make matters worse, sexist, misogynist, survivor-blaming remarks and inept measures 

invariably follow a heinous crime against women. 
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 Girls are pulled up for wearing ripped jeans, and staying out late. 

 Sections of society, in their warped thinking, often argue the survivor could have evaded 

the assailants by adhering to conservative norms: wearing traditional attire, skipping 

parties, returning home by sunset. 

 Parents are blamed for not bringing up their girl children with ‘Indian values’. 

 After the Mysuru rape, a similar pattern ensued. The Karnataka Home Minister ‘joked’ about 

rape while accusing the opposition party of ‘politicizing’ it. He subsequently retracted his 

insensitive remarks. 

 Even the University of Mysore was rapped for passing order that dictated women to not 

venture out after 6:30 pm. 

Suggestion for reforming trial of rape cases 

 We should create special criminal bench in high court as that of commercial bench which is 

in place to try rape cases. 

 Intention is much needed on the part of executive, legislature and judiciary. 

 The right thing to do in rape cases is to appoint senior judges in fast-track courts. 

 Create specialist benches in the courts where judges are given training in criminal system. 

 No adjournments should be permitted, and fast-track courts should be put under the direct 

control of High Courts. 

 The state needs to avoid unprincipled criminalization and rather focus on developing a 

guiding principle for re-classification of offences. This is because unprincipled criminalization 

often leads to not only the creation of new offences on unscientific grounds, but also 

arbitrariness in the criminal justice system. 

 Separating the investigation wing of the police. 

 The Supreme Court has repeatedly admonished trigger-happy police personnel who 

liquidate criminals and project the incident as an encounter. 

Conclusion 

Women have come a long way, fighting for their rights against patriarchal mindsets and other social 

ills. Instead of curbing their freedom, society and the state must ensure protection of women both in 

public and private places. Rape which destroys the woman completely and she has left nothing 

except knocking the doors of the courts for the justice has to wait for prolonged trail and even after 

that justice is not given to her. The right to speedy justice is not a fact or fiction but a Constitutional 

reality and it has to be given its due respect. 

Marital rape has no place in modern social jurisprudence and is inconsistent with the 

law as well as the constitutional rights of women. It is long overdue to criminalise 

martial rape in India. Analyse. (250 words) 

Reference: The Hindu 

Introduction 
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Marital rape is the act of sexual intercourse with one’s spouse without the consent of the other 

spouse. Although it was once widely unrecognized by law and society as wrong or as a crime, it is 

now recognized as rape by many societies around the world. Criminal Law in India has been 

amended multiple times for the protection of the women. However, the non-criminalization of 

marital rape in India undermines the dignity and human rights of women. A recent case in High court 

of Chhattisgarh has rekindled the debate of non-criminalisation of marital rape. 

Body 

Current scenario: 

 Marital rape has been impeached in more than 100 countries but, unfortunately, India is 

one of the only 36 countries where marital rape is still not criminalized. 

 In 2013, the UN Committee on Elimination of Discrimination Against Women 

(CEDAW) recommended that the Indian government should criminalize marital rape. 

 The JS Verma committee set up in the aftermath of nationwide protests over the December 

16, 2012 gang rape case had also recommended the same. 

 As per the NCRB report, in India, a woman is raped every 16 minutes, and every four 

minutes, she experiences cruelty at the hands of her in-laws. 

 An analysis of National Family Health Survey (NFHS) 2015-16 data indicates that an 

estimated 99.1 per cent of sexual violence cases go unreported and that the average Indian 

woman is 17 times more likely to face sexual violence from her husband than from others. 

Marital Rape: inconsistent with the law as well as the constitutional rights of women: 

 Rape laws in our country continue with the patriarchal outlook of considering women to be 

the property of men post marriage, with no autonomy or agency over their bodies. 

 They deny married women equal protection of the laws guaranteed by the Indian 

constitution. 

 Lawmakers fail to understand that a marriage should not be viewed as a licence for a 

husband to forcibly rape his wife with impunity. A married woman has the same right to 

control her own body as does an unmarried woman. 

 The concept of marital rape in India is the epitome of what we call an “implied consent”. 

 Marriage between a man and a woman here implies that both have consented to sexual 

intercourse and it cannot be otherwise. 

 The centre argues that criminalising marital rape would destabilise the institution of 

marriage and be an easy tool for harassing the husbands. 

 It has cited the observations of the SC and various HCs on growing misuse of Section 498A 

(harassment caused to a married woman by her husband and in-laws) of IPC. 

 The Indian Penal Code, 1860, also communicates the same. Section 375 defines the offence 

of rape with the help of six descriptions. One of the exceptions to this offence is “Sexual 

intercourse or sexual acts by a man with his own wife, the wife not being under 15 years 

of age, is not rape”. 
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 Earlier, Section 375 (Exception) created a classification not only between consent given by a 

married and unmarried woman, but also between married females below 15 years of age 

and over 15 years old. This was rightfully struck down by SC and made it 18 years. 

Need to criminalize Marital Rape in India 

 The SC judgment was only a small step towards striking down the legalisation of marital 

rape. 

 It is high time that the legislature should take cognisance of this legal infirmity and bring 

marital rape within the purview of rape laws by eliminating Section 375 (Exception) of IPC. 

 By removing this law, women will be safer from abusive spouses, can receive the help 

needed to recover from marital rape and can save themselves from domestic violence and 

sexual abuse. 

 Indian women deserve to be treated equally, and an individual’s human rights do not 

deserve to be ignored by anyone, including by their spouse. 

Conclusion 

Rape is rape, irrespective of the identity of the perpetrator, and age of the survivor. A woman who is 

raped by a stranger, lives with a memory of a horrible attack; a woman who is raped by her husband 

lives with her rapist. Our penal laws, handed down from the British, have by and large remained 

untouched even after 73 years of independence. But English laws have been amended and marital 

rape was criminalised way back in 1991. No Indian government has, however, so far shown an active 

interest in remedying this problem. 

Value Addition: Important cases and Committee reports 

 The government defended exception to marital rape in Independent Thought v. Union of 

India (2017) saying it against the institution of marriage. 

 However, rejecting this claim, the Supreme Court observed, “Marriage is not institutional 

but personal – nothing can destroy the ‘institution’ of marriage except a statute that 

makes marriage illegal and punishable.” 

 In Joseph Shine v. Union of India (2018), the Supreme Court held that the offence of adultery 

was unconstitutional because it was founded on the principle that a woman is her husband’s 

property after marriage. 

Way forward: 

 What constitutes marital rape and marital non-rape needs to be defined precisely before a 

view on its criminalisation is taken. 

 Defining marital rape would call for a broad based consensus of the society. 

 States should intervene in the matter, since criminal law is on the concurrent list and 

implemented by states —and given the vast diversity in cultures across states. 

 Factors like literacy, lack of financial empowerment of the majority of females, mindset of 

the society, vast diversity, poverty, etc., should be considered carefully before taking any 

decision. 
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 The need for “moral and social awareness” to stop such an act. 

 The recent privacy judgment by the Supreme Court is also set to play an important role. The 

right to bodily integrity is a crucial facet of Article 21. 

 Timely medical care and rehabilitation, skill development and employment for facilitating 

economic independence of victims. 

 Need for undertaking both legal and social reforms to deal with the menace of marital rape 

 

The decision to induct girls for permanent commission through the National Defence 

Academy is a step in the right direction which was long overdue in the process of 

achieving gender parity in armed forces. Elaborate. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: The Hindu 
Why the question: 
The Centre on September 8 gave the Supreme Court the “good news” that it had taken a decision to 
allow women entry into the National Defence Academy (NDA), so far a male bastion for recruitment 
into the Armed Forces. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the attempts at achieving gender parity in Indian armed forces and suggest further 
steps that are needed. 
Directive word:  
Elaborate – Give a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the context. You must 
be defining key terms wherever appropriate and substantiate with relevant associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by giving context of recent decision aimed attempt at introducing gender parity in the armed 
forces. 
Body: 
Mention that the position of women in the armed forces, offers a limited window for any kind of 
change in the role of women in occupational and bureaucratic structures. However, there are 
changes being witnessed but at a slow pace. 
Next, write about as to how the attempts at reform have been through litigation and by the orders of 
the SC. Mention the Babita Puniya case and the observations of the court in that regard. 
Write about the reluctance of policy makers in this situation and their preference to maintain the 
status quo and their reasons, thereof. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with a balanced way forward. 
Introduction 

The Centre on September 8 told the Supreme Court that it had taken a decision to allow women 

entry into the National Defence Academy (NDA), so far, a male bastion for recruitment into the 

Armed Forces. When this decision comes through formally on paper, women can prepare for a 

career in the Armed Forces immediately after Class 12. 

Recently, PM announcement to allow girls for admission in Sainik School is a welcome move that 

will prepare girls for equal roles & life in the military. 

Body 
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Background 

 The apex court had ordered on March 17 last year that women officers be given the same 

option of converting their short service commission to permanent commission as male 

officers. 

 Several untenable reasons have been touted for years to deny women parity in the 

forces. These range from protecting women’s honour and lack of gender sensitivity among 

male soldiers to needing to lower standards for women officers. 

 All of this was called as hogwash by the Supreme Court. Women in the forces have 

repeatedly proved themselves to be equally capable as their male colleagues when given 

same opportunities. 

 Plus, a woman officer or cadet is fully aware of the risks involved in her profession. Only 

a patriarchal mindset feels the need to shield her. 

 Therefore, the Centre and the services’ decision is a welcome change in attitude towards 

women in the armed forces who have long been at the receiving end of patriarchal mores. 

Achieving gender parity in armed forces:Timeline 

 The first batch of women officers was given commission in the Navy in 1992. It has taken 

close to 30 years for women to be given direct permanent commission. 

 The Army, Air Force and Navy began inducting women as short-service commission 

(SSC) officers in 1992. 

 This was the first time when women were allowed to join the military outside the medical 

stream. 

 They were commissioned for a period of five years in certain chosen streams such as 

Army Education Corps, Corps of Signals, Intelligence Corps, and Corps of Engineers. 

o Recruits under the Women Special Entry Scheme (WSES) had a shorter pre-

commission training period than their male counterparts who were commissioned 

under the Short Service Commission (SSC) scheme. 

o In 2006, the WSES scheme was replaced with the SSC scheme, which was extended 

to women officers. They were commissioned for a period of 10 years, extendable up 

to 14 years. 

o Serving WSES officers were given the option to move to the new SSC scheme or to 

continue under the erstwhile WSES. 

o They were to be, however, restricted to roles in streams specified earlier, which 

excluded combat arms such as infantry and armoured corps. 

 One of the turning points for women in the military came in 2015 when Indian Air Force 

(IAF) decided to induct them into the fighter stream. 

 In Secretary, Ministry of Defence vs Babita Puniya & Ors: the Court pointed out the 

“significant role” played by women since their induction in the army in 1992. 
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o So extending permanent positions to women SSC officers is a step forward in 

bringing equality of opportunity in the army. 

 In early 2021, the Indian Navy deployed four women officers on warships after a gap of 

almost 25 years. 

 India’s only aircraft carrier INS Vikramaditya and fleet tanker INS Shakti are the warships 

that have been assigned their first women crews since the late 1990s. 

 In May 2021, the Army inducted the first batch of women into the Corps of Military 

Police, the first time that women joined the military in the non-officer cadre. 

 In the recent judgement, SC allowed women to sit for National Defence Academy (NDA) 

exam as the current policy is based on “gender discrimination”. 

Conclusion 

SC upheld the right to equality in the Constitution for the spirit of the order is the principle of non-

discrimination. Gender cannot serve as the basis for inequitable and unequal treatment in any 

sphere, including in defence forces. There is a bigger need in shift to take place in the culture, norms, 

and values of the rank and file of the Army, which will be the responsibility of the senior military and 

political leadership. 

 Urbanization, their problems and their remedies.  

The need of the hour is holistic urbanisation leading to resilient cities that can bounce 

back from the devastating impacts of pandemic, improve the quality of life of all 

residents, and can be leveraged in the fight against poverty. Discuss. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: Indian Express 
Why the question: 
Covid reinforces that good urbanisation is our most powerful technology for poverty reduction. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Directive word:  
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you must debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You must give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Start by defining planned urbanisation. 
Body: 
In the first part, mention the impact of the pandemic on the urbanisation in the country – over 
stretched healthcare, disparities, lack of funds, urban poverty etc. 
Mention the components which urbanisation should address in the aftermath of the pandemic – fight 
against poverty, inequality, unemployment, climate change and other pressing global challenges. 
Conclusion: 
Suggest a way forward to achieve it. 
Introduction 

Urbanization indeed is the process of becoming urban, moving to cities, changing from agriculture 

to other pursuits common to cities, such as trade, manufacturing, industry and management, and 
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corresponding changes of behaviour patterns. In India, the urban population in 2011 Census was 

more than 30% and by 2030, it is expected to reach 41%. 

Body 

impact of the pandemic on the urbanization in the country 

 So far, India has treated issues like public health, housing, transportation, water and 

sanitation as separate, compartmentalized challenges. 

 The pandemic reminded us that all these are interlinked. During the first wave, the virus 

spread much faster in crowded slums with low access to water and sanitation. 

 Therefore, we must look at a city as ‘a living whole’ and plan for urbanization in an 

integrated manner. 

 The pandemic also reminded us that different segments of urban residents inhabit widely 

different realities. While many of us transitioned to remote work relatively easily, the urban 

poor lost their livelihoods, were left stranded, and continued living in hazardous crowded 

spaces. 

 Women faced the brunt of the pandemic’s socio-economic impact. 

 Going forward, urban planning must put the most vulnerable and excluded populations at its 

heart, especially those belonging to the bottom 60% of our income distribution. 

 The past year has reinforced the importance of ‘city resilience’. Whether it is floods in Kerala 

or water shortages in Chennai, environmental and climate risks are only increasing. 

 This is unlikely to be the last pandemic either. Therefore, urban planning must actively take 

into account medium-to-long term risks 

Measures needed 

 The more immediate policy responses that will earn large dividends in India include: – One, 

addressing crowding by increasing per-capita consumption of floor area by drastically 

reducing regulatory barriers to construction. 

 Administratively, the crisis has taught us that a pandemic response cannot be federally-

mandated and requires a decentralised, proximal, and accountable response. To enable this, 

city leaders need to be empowered. 

 Social protection systems need to be redesigned to protect the poor and vulnerable in 

urban areas, in addition to the current focus on rural settlements. 

 Countries such as India with large out-of-pocket expenditures on private health care must 

restore the balance between health care and robust public health that focuses on improving 

health outcomes for all — only a capable State can deliver the latter. 

 A holistic approach to investing in cities: Given our learnings from the pandemic, there are 

four key areas that we must invest in to build truly integrated, inclusive and resilient cities. 

These are: data, technology, engaging communities, and innovation. 

Conclusion 
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Covid-19 is neither the first nor the last public health crisis to hit cities. Everything from the Black 

Death to the bubonic plague to the Spanish flu, not to mention world wars and terror attacks, have 

ravaged cities in the past. Each time, people worried that it was the end of big cities, only to watch 

them re-emerge stronger and more vibrant. This time will be no different. 

Value addition: 

Reasons for poor quality of urbanization in India 

 Curtailed Power: local government is curtailed by state government departments in water, 

power, schools, healthcare, etc. 

 Lack of Independence: only 13 per cent and 44 per cent of the budget of rural and urban 

bodies was raised themselves 

 Flawed Structure: A Union ministry controlling finance and governance of the states would 

be unacceptable at the Centre but the Department of Local Self Government in the states has 

almost unlimited powers 

 Policy distortion: having separate central rural and urban ministries distorts policy 

 lack of power and resources sets off a vicious cycle of decline because ambitious and 

talented individuals aren’t attracted to city leadership. 

Socio-economic Impacts of Good urbanization: 

 Good urbanisation is also crucial to delivering economic justice for women, children and 

Dalits. 

 Poor quality urbanisation has meant men-only migration, leaving the women with all the 

hard labour of farm work, raising the children, and looking after in-laws, while having 

virtually no recourse to health services, or to even emotional support of the spouse. 

 Village children going to abysmal-quality government schools without bilingual possibilities 

places them at a disadvantage in English-dominated entrance tests for professional courses 

and civil services. 

 Though not great by any standards, the quality of both healthcare and education in cities 

remains better than villages by miles. 

 Most painfully, Dalits in villages are often denied the dignity that urban anonymity provides. 

  

 

Effects of globalization on Indian society  

The scope of the reform movements was not confined to religion only but included 

the society as a whole. It gave a vison of a prosperous modern India and subsequently 

this vision got incorporated in the Indian National Movement. Elaborate. (250 words) 
 Introduction 
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Indian Society in the 19th century was caught in a vicious web created by religious superstitions 

and dogmas. The priests exercised an overwhelming and unhealthy influence on the mind of people. 

Social Conditions were equally depressing with women being oppressed in name of gender along 

with people deemed to be of lower caste. 

Body 

Scope of reform movement included Religion and social condition 

 The major social problems which came in the purview of the reforms movements were 

emancipation of women(in which sati, infanticide, child marriage and widow re-marriage 

were taken up), casteism and untouchability, education for bringing about enlightenment 

in society. 

 In the religious sphere main issues were idolatry, polytheism, religious superstitions, and 

exploitation by priest. 

 Important characteristics of Social Reform Movement included leadership by wide emerging 

Intellectual middle class. 

 Reform movement started in different parts of India in different period but having 

considerable similarities. 

 They were link with one region or one caste. It was clear to them that without religious 

reformation, there cannot be any social reformation. 

 Two Intellectual criteria of social reform movement included- both Rationality and Religious 

Universalism 

 Similarly, while the ambits of reforms were particularistic, their religious perspective was 

universalistic. Raja Ram Mohan Roy considered different religion as national 

embodiments of Universal theism. 

o g.: In the BrahmoSamaj, it led to the repudiation of the infallibility of the Vedas, 

and in the Aligarh Movement, to the reconciliation of the teachings of Islam with 

the needs of the modern age. 

 The socio religious reform movement, as a whole, was against backward element of 

traditional culture in terms of both religious and social evils. 

o g.: Holding that religious tenets were not immutable; Syed Ahmed Khan 

emphasized the role of religion in the progress of society: if religion did not keep 

pace with and meet the demands of the time it would get fossilized as in the case of 

Islam in India. 

 The focus was on regeneration of traditional institutions including medicine, education, and 

philosophy and so on. 

 There were differences in methods of those reform movements but all of them were 

concerned with the regeneration of society through social and educational reforms. 

Reform movements and national awakening 

 In spite of the opposition from the orthodox sections of the society, these movements 

contributed towards liberating people from the exploitation of priests. 
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 The movement gave the upcoming middle class cultural roots and reduced the sense of 

humiliation that the British powers had created. 

 Modern, rational, secular, and scientific outlook was promoted realizing the need of the 

modern era. The reformers aimed at modernisation rather than outright westernization. 

 A favourable social climate was created to end India’s cultural and intellectual isolation from 

the world. 

 It was greatly due to the constant endeavours of the reformers that abolition of Sati and 

legalisation of widow-marriage were achieved during the nineteenth century. 

 There was much intellectual fervour, prolonged agitation and acute discussion during the 

controversy over the age of Consent Bill. 

o Such debates, even if they failed to bring about any concrete change immediately, 

raised the level of consciousness. 

 The ideas and activities of the intellectuals were directly or indirectly related to the task 

of nation-building and national reconstruction. 

 The social reform movement, as a matter of fact, was not an isolated phenomenon; it was 

loaded with wider national political and economic considerations. In a way, the social 

reform movement was a prelude to nationalism. 

Conclusion 

In a nutshell, it can be argued that in the evolution of modern India the reform movements have 

made very significant contribution. They stood for the democratization of the society, removal of 

superstitions and decadent customs, spread of enlightenment and development of a rational and 

modern outlook. This led to the national awakening in India. 

The decision to induct girls for permanent commission through the National Defence 

Academy is a step in the right direction which was long overdue in the process of 

achieving gender parity in armed forces. Elaborate. (250 words, 15 marks) 
Introduction 

The Centre on September 8 told the Supreme Court that it had taken a decision to allow women 

entry into the National Defence Academy (NDA), so far, a male bastion for recruitment into the 

Armed Forces. When this decision comes through formally on paper, women can prepare for a 

career in the Armed Forces immediately after Class 12. 

Recently, PM announcement to allow girls for admission in Sainik School is a welcome move that 

will prepare girls for equal roles & life in the military. 

Body 

Background 

 The apex court had ordered on March 17 last year that women officers be given the same 

option of converting their short service commission to permanent commission as male 

officers. 
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 Several untenable reasons have been touted for years to deny women parity in the 

forces. These range from protecting women’s honour and lack of gender sensitivity among 

male soldiers to needing to lower standards for women officers. 

 All of this was called as hogwash by the Supreme Court. Women in the forces have 

repeatedly proved themselves to be equally capable as their male colleagues when given 

same opportunities. 

 Plus, a woman officer or cadet is fully aware of the risks involved in her profession. Only 

a patriarchal mindset feels the need to shield her. 

 Therefore, the Centre and the services’ decision is a welcome change in attitude towards 

women in the armed forces who have long been at the receiving end of patriarchal mores. 

Achieving gender parity in armed forces: Timeline 

 The first batch of women officers was given commission in the Navy in 1992. It has taken 

close to 30 years for women to be given direct permanent commission. 

 The Army, Air Force and Navy began inducting women as short-service commission 

(SSC) officers in 1992. 

 This was the first time when women were allowed to join the military outside the medical 

stream. 

 They were commissioned for a period of five years in certain chosen streams such as 

Army Education Corps, Corps of Signals, Intelligence Corps, and Corps of Engineers. 

o Recruits under the Women Special Entry Scheme (WSES) had a shorter pre-

commission training period than their male counterparts who were commissioned 

under the Short Service Commission (SSC) scheme. 

o In 2006, the WSES scheme was replaced with the SSC scheme, which was extended 

to women officers. They were commissioned for a period of 10 years, extendable up 

to 14 years. 

o Serving WSES officers were given the option to move to the new SSC scheme or to 

continue under the erstwhile WSES. 

o They were to be, however, restricted to roles in streams specified earlier, which 

excluded combat arms such as infantry and armoured corps. 

 One of the turning points for women in the military came in 2015 when Indian Air Force 

(IAF) decided to induct them into the fighter stream. 

 In Secretary, Ministry of Defence vs Babita Puniya & Ors: the Court pointed out the 

“significant role” played by women since their induction in the army in 1992. 

o So extending permanent positions to women SSC officers is a step forward in 

bringing equality of opportunity in the army. 

 In early 2021, the Indian Navy deployed four women officers on warships after a gap of 

almost 25 years. 
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 India’s only aircraft carrier INS Vikramaditya and fleet tanker INS Shakti are the warships 

that have been assigned their first women crews since the late 1990s. 

 In May 2021, the Army inducted the first batch of women into the Corps of Military 

Police, the first time that women joined the military in the non-officer cadre. 

 In the recent judgement, SC allowed women to sit for National Defence Academy (NDA) 

exam as the current policy is based on “gender discrimination”. 

Conclusion 

SC upheld the right to equality in the Constitution for the spirit of the order is the principle of non-

discrimination. Gender cannot serve as the basis for inequitable and unequal treatment in any 

sphere, including in defence forces. There is a bigger need in shift to take place in the culture, norms, 

and values of the rank and file of the Army, which will be the responsibility of the senior military and 

political leadership. 

Important Geophysical phenomena such as earthquakes, Tsunami, Volcanic 

activity, cyclone etc. 

Compare and contrast between El-Nino and La-Nina. How does El-Nino impact Indian 

Monsoon? Can better prediction models help mitigate its adverse impact? (250 

words) 
Difficulty level: Easy 
Reference: Indian Express 
Why the question: 
There is a growing body of research suggesting that climate change can cause extreme and more 
frequent El Nino and La Nina events. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To differentiate between El-Nino and La-Nina, write its impact and to comment on the efficacy of 
prediction models in mitigating its impact. 
Directive word:  
Compare and contrast – provide for a detailed comparison of the two types, their features that are 
similar as well as different. One must provide for detailed assessment of the two. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin the answer by writing about the cyclical phenomenon El Nino-Southern Oscillation (ENSO). 
Body: 
In the first part, bring out the difference between El-Nino and La-Nina on the basis of their 
occurrence, mechanism, frequency of occurrence, duration, conditions required to occur etc. 
Next, in detail write about how the El-Nino negatively impacts the monsoon rainfall and bring out its 
impact. 
Next, write about new prediction models such as supercomputing etc which can help us better 
predict these extreme events and their efficacy. 
Conclusion: 
Pass a judgement as to if better information via prediction model can lead to better mitigation of 
adverse effects. 
Introduction 

El Niño and La Niña represent opposite extremes in the El Niño Southern Oscillation (ENSO). The 

ENSO cycle refers to the coherent and sometimes very strong year-to-year variations in sea-surface 
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temperatures, rainfall, surface air pressure, and atmospheric circulation that occur across the 

equatorial Pacific Ocean. El Niño refers to the above-average sea-surface temperatures that 

periodically develop across the east-central equatorial Pacific. It represents the warm phase of the 

ENSO cycle. La Niña refers to the periodic cooling of sea-surface temperatures across the east-

central equatorial Pacific. It represents the cold phase of the ENSO cycle. 
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Differences: 

Similarities: 

 They both originate in the same equatorial location – eastern equatorial Pacific Ocean, so in 

this way they are similar. 
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 Together, El Niño and La Niña are part of a natural cycle that can significantly impact not 

only global weather, climate, and ocean conditions but also food production, human health, 

and water supply. 

 These systems typically last about one to two years, with the cycle alternating every three to 

seven years. 

 El Niño and La Niña affect not only ocean temperatures, but also how much it rains on land. 

 Both events are related to extreme weather events. Depending on which cycle occurs (and 

when), this can mean either droughts or flooding. Typically, El Niño and its warm waters are 

associated with drought, while La Niña is linked to increased flooding. 

 Both El Niño and La Niña are being impacted due to climate change events and global 

warming. 

How El-Nino impact Indian Monsoon 

 El Nino, characterized by warming of surface temperatures in the Pacific Ocean, is associated 

with lower than normal monsoon rainfall in India. 

 El Nino has been found to impact almost half the world triggering droughts in 

Australia, India, southern Africa and floods in Peru, Ecuador, the United States, the Gulf of 

Mexico, and the Colorado River basin. 

 El Nino affects the flow of moisture-bearing winds from the cooler oceans towards India, 

negatively impact the summer (south-west) monsoon. 

 After all, the south-west monsoon (June-September) accounts for over 70% of the country’s 

annual rainfall and irrigates over half of the crop land. 

 The rain-fed kharif crops are heavily dependent on the monsoon and the quantity of rainfall 

determines agricultural production. 

 El Niño years tend to be drier than average, but one of the strongest El Nino of the century 

(1997-98) produced a monsoon season with above-average rainfall for India. 

 Researchers also believe that even the location of the warming in the Pacific may possibly 

have an influence on the monsoon. 

Can better prediction models help mitigate its adverse impact? 

 Understanding the main mechanisms of ENSO has given us the ability to operationally 

forecast it a season or more ahead. 

 Recently, South Korea’s fastest supercomputers, Aleph conducted climate model 

simulations to understand ENSO’s response to global warming. 

 They noticed sea-surface temperature anomalies at CO2-doubling conditions and it became 

robust at CO2 quadrupling. 

 Machine Learning has helped in the skill enhancement of forecasts for weather and 

particular climate phenomena, such as the ENSO in the tropical Pacific. 

Conclusion 
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Just as for weather forecasts, the future evolution of the atmosphere can be predicted by knowing 

the observed atmosphere and ocean state at a given time and applying the equations of 

motion. Impact-based information with long-lead times may also substantially support the shift 

towards more anticipatory and preventative risk management, as urged in several international 

frameworks such as the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction. 
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	Modern Indian history from about the middle of the eighteenth century until the present- significant events, personalities, issues.
	Bose was of the view that social reforms and the movement for national freedom in India were inextricably related. Elaborate on the Bose’s concept of freedom. (250 words)
	Despite the fact that the revolt of 1857 failed, it gave a severe jolt to the British administration in India. The structure and policies of the British were re-established and drastically changed. Explain. (250 words)
	Trace the development of Education in India under the Colonial rule. Discuss the impact   of introducing modern education in India by the British. (250 words)
	Raja Ram Mohan Roy is considered as the “father of Modern India”. Discuss his contributions in making India progressive and rational which set our country on a path of modernity. (250 words)
	The scope of the reform movements was not confined to religion only but included the society as a whole. It gave a vison of a prosperous modern India and subsequently this vision got incorporated in the Indian National Movement. Elaborate. (250 words)
	The discontent among the peasants and tribals often resulted in violent uprisings and a common feature among them was their continuous oppression in various forms, including colonial oppression. Elucidate. (250 words)
	The existing rivalry among local powers and the volatile political situation in the region provided a favourable ground for political intervention by the British. Explain the reasons for success of the British against the Indian states. (250 words)
	What was commercialisation of agriculture? Discuss the impact of commercialisation of agriculture on Indian peasants and Indian markets. (250 words)
	Wellesley took a step forward to convert the British Empire in India to British Empire of India. Examine the policies of Wellesley in India. (250 words)
	The land revenue systems of the Permanent Settlement and Mahalwari Settlement, introduced by the British, although distinct on some fronts, had almost the same impact on Indian Agriculture. Explain. (250 words)
	Although the Ghadar movement failed to achieve its stated objectives, it cannot be termed as a failure. Critically Analyze. (250 words)
	In the history of India’s national movement, Quit India movement was by far the most radical and most divergent from Gandhian method of mass struggle. Analyse. (250 words)
	As India strengthens its relationship with the west, Russia still remains a very crucial partner for India. Examine the statement in the light of possibility of imposition of Countering America’s Adversaries Through Sanctions Act (CAATSA) on India by ...
	The future of SAARC remains bleak but it is in India’s interests to take the lead and work collectively towards a secure and prosperous South Asia. Critically Analyse. (250 words, 15 marks)
	In the parliament, debates, discussions and deliberations on important issues facing the country, are the cornerstone of parliamentary democracy. In the light of the statement, evaluate the legislative process in India and suggest steps to make it mor...
	What were the causes that led to the Bangladesh Liberation War of 1971. Explain as to why India got involved in the war to liberate Bangladesh? (150 words)
	Nehru favoured the policy of integrating the tribal people in Indian society by making them an integral part of the Indian nation, even while maintaining their distinct identity and culture. Elucidate. (250 words, 15 marks)

	The Freedom Struggle – its various stages and important contributors /contributions from different parts of the country.
	Though puzzling for many, Gandhi’s strategy to keep the issue of salt issue as a core aspect of civil disobedience movement was well thought, carefully calibrated and its appeal was universal. Substantiate. (250 words)
	Explain the spread of the civil disobedience movement in terms of popular response and regional patterns across India. (250 words)
	Indian leaders resented the inefficacy of the Government of India Act 1935 in politically and economically empowering Indians but nevertheless gave it a try. Elucidate. (250 words)
	For the Indians, world war-II provided the opportunity to revive the anti-colonial movement and mass struggle politics but decided against such opportunism. Discuss the nationalist response to the outbreak of world war-II. (250 words)
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