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Economy 

 

1. Remission of Duties and Taxes on Exported Products (RoDTEP) scheme 
The Centre has notified the rates and norms for the Remission of Duties and Taxes on Exported 
Products (RoDTEP) scheme.  
● The scheme covers 8,555 tariff lines, accounting for about 75% of traded items and 65% of 

India’s exports.  
 
About the scheme:  
The scheme was announced in 2020 as a replacement for the Merchandise Export from India 
Scheme (MEIS), which was not compliant with the rules of the World Trade Organisation.  
The scheme would refund to exporters the embedded central, state and local duties or taxes 
that were so far not being rebated or refunded and were, therefore, placing India’s exports at a 
disadvantage.  
 
Key features:  
1. To enable zero rating of exports by ensuring domestic taxes are not exported, all taxes, 

including those levied by States and even Gram Panchayats, will be refunded under the 
scheme.  

2. The rebates under RoDTEP is WTO-compliant as per legal advice, range from 0.5% to 4.3% of 
the Free On Board value of outbound consignments.  

3. The lowest rate is offered on items like chocolates, toffees and sugar confectionary, while 
yarns and fibres have been granted the highest rate.  

4. Steel, pharma and chemicals have not been included under the scheme because their exports 
have done well without incentives.  

 
Significance:  
● Indian exporters will be able to meet the international standards for exports as affordable 

testing and certification will be made available to exporters within the country instead of 
relying on international organizations. 

● Also under it, tax assessment is set to become fully automatic for exporters. Businesses will 
get access to their refunds for GST via an automatic refund-route. 

● This would increase the economy for the country and working capital for the enterprise.  
 

2. Key terminologies in Trade 
Free trade agreement 

• A free trade agreement is a pact between two or more nations to reduce barriers to imports 
and exports among them. 

• Under a free trade policy, goods and services can be bought and sold across international 
borders with little or no government tariffs, quotas, subsidies, or prohibitions to inhibit 
their exchange. 

• The benefits of free trade were outlined for the first time in On the Principles of Political 
Economy and Taxation, published by economist David Ricardo in 1817. 

• According to the Asian Development Bank Institute, as of now, India has 42 trade 
agreements (including preferential agreements) either in effect or signed or under 
negotiation or proposed. 
 

Early harvest deal: An early harvest deal is a precursor to a free trade agreement (FTA), in which 
trading partners reduce tariff barriers on limited goods to promote trade. 

 
Tariff and non-tariff barriers 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2021/03/23/remission-of-duties-and-taxes-on-export-products-rodtep-scheme/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2021/03/23/remission-of-duties-and-taxes-on-export-products-rodtep-scheme/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/09/03/merchandise-exports-from-india-scheme-meis/&ved=2ahUKEwjdxJrU7bnyAhV97HMBHfuzB00QFnoECAQQAQ&usg=AOvVaw15ZGHL4xlpz0TQD32fi3KT
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/09/03/merchandise-exports-from-india-scheme-meis/&ved=2ahUKEwjdxJrU7bnyAhV97HMBHfuzB00QFnoECAQQAQ&usg=AOvVaw15ZGHL4xlpz0TQD32fi3KT
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/11/25/insights-into-editorial-the-myths-around-free-trade-agreements/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/11/01/6-use-of-trade-barriers-in-the-name-of-fair-trade-is-often-just-an-excuse-to-raise-more-protectionist-barriers-to-serve-domestic-special-interest-groups-do-you-agree-justify-your-opinion-with-suita/
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• Tariff barriers are the tax or duty imposed on the goods which are traded to/from abroad. On 

the contrary, non-tariff barriers are the obstacles to international trade, other than tariffs. 

• These are administrative measures implemented by the country’s government to discourage 
goods brought in from foreign countries and promote domestically produced items. 

• Tariff barriers is imposed through Taxes and Duties 

• Non-tariff barriers are imposed through Regulations, Conditions, Requirements, Formalities, 
etc. 

 

3. Emergency Credit Line guarantee scheme 
• It was launched by government of India as a special scheme in view of the pandemic 

• The ECLGS aims to provide 100 percent guaranteed coverage to the banks, NBFCs and other 
lenders in order to enable them to extend emergency credit to businesses hit by the Covid-
19 pandemic and struggling to meet their working capital requirements. 

• In November 2020, Finance Minister announced the launch of ECLGS 2.0 by extending the Rs 
3 lakh crore scheme to support 26 stressed sectors identified by the Kamath Committee and 
the healthcare sector. 

• These sectors included power, construction, iron and steel manufacturing, roads, real estate, 
textiles, chemicals, consumer durables, non-ferrous metals, pharma manufacturing, logistics, 
gems and jewellery, cement, auto components, hotels-restaurants-tourism, mining, plastic 
product manufacturing, automobile manufacturing, auto dealerships, aviation, sugar, ports 
and port services, shipping, building materials, and corporate retail outlets. 

 

4. Sovereign Gold Bond Scheme 
● The sovereign gold bond was introduced by the Government in 2015. 
● Government introduced these bonds to help reduce India’s over dependence on gold imports. 
● It was also aimed at changing the habits of Indians from saving in physical form of gold to a 

paper form with Sovereign backing.  
 
Key facts:  

• Eligibility: The bonds will be restricted for sale to resident Indian entities, including 
individuals, HUFs, trusts, universities and charitable institutions.  

• Denomination and tenor: The bonds will be denominated in multiples of gram(s) of gold with 
a basic unit of 1 gram. The tenor will be for a period of 8 years with exit option from the 5th 
year to be exercised on the interest payment dates.  

• Minimum and Maximum limit: The minimum permissible investment limit will be 1 gram of 
gold, while the maximum limit will be 4 kg for individual, 4 kg for Hindu Undivided Family and 
20 kg for trusts and similar entities per fiscal (April-March) notified by the government from 
time to time.  

• Joint Holder: In case of joint holding, the investment limit of 4 kg will be applied to the first 
applicant only.  

• Collateral: Bonds can be used as collateral for loans. The loan-to-value (LTV) ratio is to be set 
equal to ordinary gold loan mandated by the Reserve Bank from time to time. 

 

5. e-RUPI 
● e-RUPI is a person and purpose-specific cashless digital payment solution.  
● It is a contactless instrument for digital payment.  
● It is based on a QR code or SMS string-based e-voucher, which is delivered to the mobile of 

the beneficiaries.  
● The system will eliminate the need for any physical interface, mobile banking, debit, or credit 

cards by simply and directly allowing the beneficiary to avail the benefits by redeeming the 
codes at specific centers.  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/04/14/sovereign-gold-bond-scheme-2/
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● It has been developed by the National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI), the Department 

of Financial Services, the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, and the National Health 
Authority.  

 
How it works?  
1. It is basically a prepaid voucher that can be issued directly to citizens after verifying mobile 

number and identity.  
2. The e-RUPI voucher will be delivered in the form of a QR code or SMS string-based e-voucher 

to the beneficiary’s mobile number.  
3. The beneficiary can redeem the voucher without a card, digital payments app, or internet 

banking access, at the service provider.  
 

6. National Monetisation pipeline (NMP) 
The Centre launched the National Monetisation pipeline (NMP) in an effort to list out the 
government's infrastructure assets to be sold over the next four-years.  
 
Key features:  
1. The four-year National Monetisation Pipeline 

(NMP) will unlock value in brownfield projects 
by engaging the private sector, transferring to 
them the rights but not the ownership in 
projects.  

2. Components: Roads, railways and power 
sector assets will comprise over 66 per cent of 
the total estimated value of the assets to be 
monetised, with the balance coming from 
sectors including telecom, mining, aviation, 
ports, natural gas and petroleum product 
pipelines, warehouses and stadiums.  

 
Objective of the programme:  
1. To unlock the value of investments in brownfield public sector assets by tapping institutional 

and long-term capital, which can thereafter be leveraged for public investments.  
2. To enable ‘Infrastructure Creation through Monetisation’ wherein the public and private 

sector collaborate, each excelling in their core areas of competence, so as to deliver socio-
economic growth.  

 
The framework for monetisation of core asset monetisation has three key imperatives:  
 

 
 
Estimated Potential:  
Considering that infrastructure creation is inextricably linked to monetisation, the period for NMP 
is co-terminus with the balance period under National Infrastructure Pipeline (NIP) i.e for FY 
2022-2025.  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/07/01/rstv-the-big-picture-strengthening-indias-infrastructure/&ved=2ahUKEwjvh6Tv8MjyAhUbfX0KHQsqAwwQFnoECAMQAQ&usg=AOvVaw24qmsFH_c2Ed8-l5aIviRs
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://www.insightsonindia.com/2021/02/25/monetise-or-modernise-is-modis-mantra-for-govt-assets/&ved=2ahUKEwjI7pj68MjyAhVMfX0KHWgDBV4QFnoECCwQAQ&usg=AOvVaw0qQQiN7EgI261hLYyWGdW7
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/08/11/national-infrastructure-pipeline-nip/&ved=2ahUKEwjb8qiX8cjyAhXCfn0KHeFnBCsQFnoECAYQAQ&usg=AOvVaw37fFHtZDZM0coPhu812w4P
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NMP is indicatively valued at Rs 6.0 lakh crore for 4 years.  

Significance of the scheme:  
Asset Monetisation needs to be viewed not just as a funding mechanism, but as an overall 
paradigm shift in infrastructure operations, augmentation and maintenance considering the 
private sector’s resource efficiencies and its ability to dynamically adapt to the evolving global and 
economic reality.  

● Such new models will enable not just financial and strategic investors but also common 
people to participate in this asset class thereby opening new avenues for investment. 

● Hence, the NMP document is a critical step towards making India’s Infrastructure truly 
world class.  

 

7. RBI unveils financial inclusion index 
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has announced the formation of a composite Financial Inclusion 
Index (FI-Index) to capture the extent of financial inclusion across the country.  

● The FI-Index for the period ended March 2021 stood at 53.9 compared with 43.4 for the 
period ended March 2017.  

 
About the index:  
1. The annual FI-Index will be published in July every year.  
2. The index incorporates details of banking, investments, insurance, postal as well as the 

pension sector in consultation with the government and respective sectoral regulators.  
3. The index captures information on various aspects of financial inclusion in a single value 

ranging between 0 and 100, where 0 represents complete financial exclusion and 100 
indicates full financial inclusion.  

4. The FI-Index comprises three broad parameters, including access, usage and quality with each 
of these consisting of various dimensions computed on the basis of on several indicators.  

5. It has been constructed without any ‘base year’.  
 

8. Agency Bank 
The Kerala based private sector lender South Indian Bank has been empanelled as an ‘Agency 
Bank’ by Reserve Bank of India.  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://www.insightsonindia.com/2021/02/25/monetise-or-modernise-is-modis-mantra-for-govt-assets/&ved=2ahUKEwiM-Z608cjyAhWHYisKHUt4CQ4QFnoECAYQAQ&usg=AOvVaw0qQQiN7EgI261hLYyWGdW7
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This will allow South Indian Bank to undertake general banking businesses of the Central and 
State government on behalf of the RBI.  
● South Indian Bank is now authorised to undertake transactions related to government 

businesses such as revenue receipts and payments on behalf of the Central/State 
governments, pension payments in respect of Central/State governments, work related to 
Small Savings Schemes (SSS), collection of stamp duty through physical mode or e-mode and 
any other item of work, specifically devised by the RBI as eligible for agency commission.  

 

9. Purified drinking water supply via tankers taxable:  
Authority for Advance Ruling (AAR) has ruled that supply of drinking water to the public through 
mobile tankers or dispensers by a charitable organisation is taxable at 18% under the GST.  
 
About Advance Ruling and AAR:  

• Advance ruling means the determination of a question of law or fact specified in the 
application in relation to tax liability of an applicant arising out of transactions which have 
been undertaken or proposed to be undertaken.  

• Composition: The Authority for Advance Rulings consists of a Chairman who is a retired Judge 
of the Supreme court and two members of the rank of Additional Secretary to the 
Government of India, one each from the Indian Revenue Service and the Indian Legal Service.  

 

10. What is tokenisation?  
● Tokenisation refers to replacement of actual card details with an alternate code called the 

“token”, which shall be unique for a combination of card, token requestor (i.e. the entity 
which accepts request from the customer for tokenisation of a card and passes it on to the 
card network to issue a corresponding token) and device (referred hereafter as “identified 
device”).  

● A tokenised card transaction is considered safer as the actual card details are not shared with 
the merchant during transaction processing.  

 
Why in News?  
The Reserve Bank has extended the scope of ‘tokenisation’ to several consumer devices, including 
laptops, desktops, wearables such as wristwatches and bands, as well as Internet of Things 
devices, beyond the original permission for mobiles and tablets.  
 

11. RBI unveils retail direct scheme 
The scheme was recently launched by the RBI.  
● Under the scheme, retail investors will be allowed to open retail direct gilt accounts (RDG) 

directly with RBI.  
 
How it operates/works?  
A dedicated online portal will provide registered users access to primary issuance of government 
securities and to Negotiated Dealing System-Order Matching system (NDS-OM). (NDS-OM refers 
to RBI's screen-based electronic order matching system for trading in government securities in the 
secondary market).  

● There will be no charge on account opening and its management.  
 
Objectives of the scheme:  
To improve the accessibility of government securities.  
 
Significance of the scheme:  
The scheme is a one-stop solution to facilitate investment in government securities (G-secs) by 
individual investors.  
 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehindu.com/business/Industry/g-secs-rbi-unveils-retail-direct-scheme/article35288944.ece/amp/


 

www.insightsonindia.com                                                          9                                                                      InsightsIAS 

INSTA PT 2021 EXCLUSIVE (UPDATED MODULE) 

NOTES 
Types of investments available for the users:  
1. Government of India Treasury Bills.  
2. Government of India dated securities.  
3. Sovereign Gold Bonds (SGB).  
4. State Development Loans (SDLs).  
 
What is a Gilt Account?  
A Gilt Account can be compared with a bank account, except that the account is debited or 
credited with treasury bills or government securities instead of money. In other words, it’s an 
account for holding government securities.  
 
Who is a retail investor?  
A retail investor is someone who buys and sells equity shares, commodity contracts, mutual 
funds, or exchange traded funds (ETFs) through traditional or online brokerage firms or other 
types of investment accounts.  
 

12. After Singapore, Bhutan adopts India’s BHIM-UPI 
Bhutan has become the first country to adopt India’s Unified Payment Interface (UPI) standards 
for its quick response (QR) code. It is also the second country after Singapore to have BHIM-UPI 
acceptance at merchant locations.  
 
About UPI is already covered in previous Economy Module. 
 

13. India Industrial Land Bank (IILB):  
● It is a GIS-based portal with all industrial infrastructure-related information such as 

connectivity, infra, natural resources and terrain, plot-level information on vacant plots, line 
of activity, and contact details.  

● It acts as a one-stop repository of all industrial infrastructure-related information.  
● It serves as a decision support system for investors scouting for land remotely.  
● It has around 4,000 industrial parks mapped across an area of 5.5 lakh hectare of land and is 

expected to achieve pan-India integration by December 2021.  
● It is under the Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT).  

 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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1. Atlantic Meridional Overturning Circulation (AMOC) 
According to a recent study, the Atlantic Ocean's current system-AMOC, an engine of the 
Northern Hemisphere’s climate, could be weakening to such an extent that it could soon bring big 
changes to the world's weather.  

● Climate models have shown that the AMOC is at its weakest in more than a 1,000 years.  
● However, it has not been known whether the weakening is due to a change in circulation 

or it is to do with the loss of stability.  
 
What is the Atlantic Meridional Overturning Circulation (AMOC)? 
The Atlantic Meridional Overturning Circulation (AMOC) is a large system of ocean currents that 
carry warm water from the tropics northwards into the North Atlantic.  
 
How does the AMOC work?  

1. The AMOC is a large system of ocean currents, like a conveyor belt, driven by differences 
in temperature and salt content – the water’s density.  

2. As warm water flows northwards it cools and some evaporation occurs, which increases 
the amount of salt.  

3. Low temperature and a high salt content make the water denser, and this dense water 
sinks deep into the ocean.  

4. The cold, dense water slowly spreads southwards, several kilometres below the surface.  
5. Eventually, it gets pulled back to the surface and warms in a process called “upwelling” 

and the circulation is complete.  
 
What if the AMOC collapsed?  
If the AMOC collapsed, it would increase cooling of the Northern Hemisphere, sea level rise in the 
Atlantic, an overall fall in precipitation over Europe and North America and a shift in monsoons in 
South America and Africa.  
 

2. Rise in frequency and intensity of cyclones in Arabian Sea 
The frequency and intensity of cyclones developing over the Arabian Sea has increased in the last 
two decades, while fewer such storms have been seen over the Bay of Bengal.  
 
Key changes:  
● A 52% increase was noticed in the frequency of cyclones over the Arabian Sea between 2001 

and 2019 , and an 8% decrease over the Bay of Bengal.  
● The number of very severe cyclones in the Arabian Sea has gone up by 150% during the last 

two decades.  
 
Factors responsible for this:  
1. Surface temperatures in the Arabian Sea have increased rapidly during the past century due 

to global warming. Temp. Now is 1.2–1.4 °C higher than the temperature witnessed four 
decades ago. These warmer temperatures support active convection, heavy rainfall, and 
intense cyclones.  

2. The rising temperature is also enabling the Arabian Sea to supply ample energy for the 
intensification of cyclones.  

3. The Arabian Sea is also providing conducive wind shear for cyclones. For instance, a higher 
level easterly wind drove the depression of Cyclone Ockhi from the Bay of Bengal to the 
Arabian Sea.  

 
About Cyclones is already covered in previous Geography Module. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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3. Hurricane Ida strikes USA 
When do hurricanes occur? 
The Atlantic Hurricane season runs from June to November and covers the Atlantic Ocean, the 
Caribbean Sea and the Gulf of Mexico, while the Eastern Pacific Hurricane season runs from May 
15 to November 30. 
● Hurricanes are categorized on the Saffir-Simpson Hurricane Wind Scale, which rates them on 

a scale of 1 to 5 based on wind speed. 
● Hurricanes that reach category three or higher are called ‘major hurricanes’ because of their 

potential to cause devastating damage to life and property. 
 
What are hurricanes and how do they form? 
Tropical cyclones or hurricanes use warm, moist air as fuel, and therefore form over warm ocean 
waters near the equator. 
● As NASA describes it, when the warm, moist air rises upward from the surface of the ocean, it 

creates an area of low air pressure below. 
● Air from the surrounding areas rushes to fill this place, eventually rising when it becomes 

warm and moist too. 
● When the warm air rises and cools off, the moisture forms clouds. This system of clouds and 

winds continues to grow and spin, fuelled by the ocean’s heat and the water that evaporates 
from its surface. 

● As such storm systems rotate faster and faster, an eye forms in the centre. 
● Storms that form towards the north of the equator rotate counterclockwise, while those that 

form to the south spin clockwise because of the rotation of the Earth. 
 

4. Heat dome 
Parts of Canada and USA were reeling under severe heat wave caused due to a heat dome.  
 
What Is A Heat Dome?  
A heat dome occurs when the atmosphere traps hot ocean air like a lid or cap.  
● The scorching heat is ensnared in what is called a heat dome.  
● High-pressure circulation in the atmosphere acts like a dome or cap, trapping heat at the 

surface and favoring the formation of a heat wave.  
 
Causes:  
● This happens when strong, high-pressure atmospheric conditions combine with influences 

from La Niña.  
● This creates vast areas of sweltering heat that gets trapped under the high-pressure “dome“.  
● The main cause is a strong change (or gradient) in ocean temperatures from west to east in 

the tropical Pacific Ocean.  
 
How is it created?  
1. In a process known as convection, the gradient causes more warm air, heated by the ocean 

surface.  
2. This rises over the western Pacific, and decreases convection over the central and eastern 

Pacific.  
3. As prevailing winds move the hot air east, the northern shifts of the jet stream trap the air.  
4. Thus winds move it toward land, where it sinks, resulting in heat waves.  
 
Impact of a heat dome:  
1. Lead to a sudden rise in fatalities due to extreme heat like conditions.  
2. Trapping of heat can also damage crops, dry out vegetation and result in droughts.  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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3. The heat wave will also lead to rise in energy demand, especially electricity, leading to 

pushing up rates.  
4. Heat domes can also act as fuel to wildfires, which destroys a lot of land area in the US every 

year.  
5. Heat dome also prevents clouds from forming, allowing for more radiation from the sun to hit 

the ground.  
 

5. Discrete auroras on Mars 
The UAE’s Hope spacecraft, which is orbiting Mars, has captured images of glowing atmospheric 
lights known as discrete auroras.  
 
Uniqueness of these auroras:  
Unlike auroras on Earth, which are seen only near the north and south poles, discrete auroras on 
Mars are seen all around the planet at night time.  
 
How are Martian auroras different?  
1. Unlike Earth, which has a strong magnetic field, the Martian magnetic field has largely died 

out. This is because the molten iron at the interior of the planet– which produces magnetism– 
has cooled.  

2. However, the Martian crust, which hardened billions of years ago when the magnetic field 
still existed, retains some magnetism.  

3. So, in contrast with Earth, which acts like one single bar magnet, magnetism on Mars is 
unevenly distributed, with fields strewn across the planet and differing in direction and 
strength.  

4. These disjointed fields channel the solar wind to different parts of the Martian atmosphere, 
creating “discrete” auroras over the entire surface of the planet as charged particles interact 
with atoms and molecules in the sky– as they do on Earth.  

 
Aurora borealis and australis is already covered in previous Geography Module. 
 

6. NASA solves mystery of Jupiter's X-Ray Auroras 
Jupiter has Auroras near both its poles  which emit X-rays. However, scientists were puzzled 
about the reason behind these X-Ray emissions.  
● Now, combining data from Juno mission and European Space Agency's XMM-Newton 

mission, NASA has solved this puzzle.  
 
What's the reason behind this phenomenon?  
Auroras are caused by ions crashing into Jupiter's atmosphere. These ions are 'surfing' the 
electromagnetic waves in Jupiter's magnetic field to enter the planet's atmosphere.  
 
About Juno:  
Juno was launched in 2011 on a mission to study Jupiter’s composition and evolution. It’s the first 
spacecraft to orbit Jupiter since Galileo.  
● Juno's primary goal is to reveal the story of Jupiter's formation and evolution.  
 
XMM-Newton mission:  
Also known as the High Throughput X-ray Spectroscopy Mission and the X-ray Multi-Mirror 
Mission, it is an X-ray space observatory launched by the European Space Agency in December 
1999.  
● It is part of ESA's Horizon 2000 programme.  
● The spacecraft is tasked with investigating interstellar X-ray sources, performing narrow- and 

broad-range spectroscopy, and performing the first simultaneous imaging of objects in both 
X-ray and optical (visible and ultraviolet) wavelengths.  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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7. Pensilungpa Glacier 
● The Pensilungpa Glacier is located in Zanskar, Ladakh.  
● It is retreating due to an increase in the temperature and decrease in precipitation during 

winters.  
● The Zanskar Range is a mountain range in the union territory of Ladakh that separates Zanskar 

from Ladakh.  
● Geologically, the Zanskar Range is part of the Tethys Himalaya.  
● Marbal Pass and many other passes which connect Ladakh with Kashmir are in this area.  
● 13000 feet high Zojila Pass is in the extreme northwest of Zanskar range.  
 

8. Cattle Island 
● Cattle island is one of three islands in the Hirakud reservoir.  
● It has been recently selected as a sightseeing destination by Odisha Forest and Environment 

Department.  
● The island is a submerged hill, and before the construction of Hirakud Dam it was a developed 

village.  
 

9. Panjshir Valley 
● It is a valley in north-central Afghanistan, 

near the Hindu Kush mountain range.  
● It is divided by the Panjshir River.  
● The valley is home to Afghanistan's largest 

concentration of ethnic Tajiks.  
● The valley is also known for its emeralds, 

which were used in the past to finance 
the resistance movements against those 
in power.  

● Panjshir means "Five lions".  
 
There is a legend that in the 10th century 5 brothers built a dam for king Mahmood Ghazni in the 
valley to prevent floods from damaging people's homes. Hence it was named valley of 5 lions 
(after those 5 brothers).  
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www.insightsonindia.com                                                          14                                                                      InsightsIAS 

INSTA PT 2021 EXCLUSIVE (UPDATED MODULE) 

NOTES 
Environment 

 

1. Plastic Waste Management Amendment Rules, 2021 
The Environment Ministry has notified the Plastic Waste Management Amendment Rules, 2021, 
which prohibit specific single-use plastic items which have “low utility and high littering potential” 
by 2022.  
 
The New Rules:  
1. What is banned? The manufacture, import, stocking, distribution, sale and use of the 

identified single-use plastic will be prohibited with effect from the 1st July, 2022.  
2. The ban will not apply to commodities made of compostable plastic.  
3. For banning other plastic commodities in the future, other than those that have been listed 

in this notification, the government has given industry ten years from the date of notification 
for compliance.  

4. The permitted thickness of the plastic bags, currently 50 microns, will be increased to 75 
microns from 30th September, 2021, and to 120 microns from the 31st December, 2022.  

5. The Central Pollution Control Board, along with state pollution bodies, will monitor the ban, 
identify violations, and impose penalties already prescribed under the Environmental 
Protection Act, 1986.  

6. The plastic packaging waste, which is not covered under the phase out of identified single use 
plastic items, shall be collected and managed in an environmentally sustainable way through 
the Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) of the Producer, importer and Brand owner 
(PIBO), as per Plastic Waste Management Rules, 2016.  

 
What is single-use plastic?  
It is a form of plastic that is disposable, which is only used once and then has to be thrown away 
or recycled like water bottles, straw, cups etc.  
 
Few notable facts:  

• India’s per capita consumption of plastic at 11 kilograms (kg) per year is still among the 
lowest in the world against global average is 28 kg per year.  

• Close to 26,000 tons of plastic waste is generated across India every day and 10,000 tons 
uncollected.  

 
India’s efforts: 
● India has won global acclaim for its “Beat Plastic Pollution” resolve declared on World 

Environment Day last year, under which it pledged to eliminate single-use plastic by 2022.  
At the fourth United Nations Environment Assembly in 2019, India piloted a resolution on 
addressing pollution caused by single-use plastic products. 
 

2. India’s leopard count 
Union Environment Ministry has released a new report titled- Status of Leopards, Co-predators 
and Megaherbivores-2018.  
● The report was released on July 29, 2021 — World Tiger Day.  
 
As per the report:  
● India’s official leopard count has increased 63 per cent from 2014-2018. There were 12,852 

leopards in the country in 2018 (7,910 in 2014).  
● The largest number of leopards have been estimated in Madhya Pradesh (3,421) followed by 

Karnataka (1,783) and Maharashtra (1,690).  
 
About Leopard:  
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1. Scientific Name- Panthera pardus. 
2. Listed in Schedule I of the Indian Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972.  
3. Included in Appendix I of CITES.  
4. Listed as vulnerable on the IUCN Red List.  
5. Nine subspecies of the leopard have been recognized, and they are distributed across 

Africa and Asia.  
 
The government has also informed that there are 14 tiger reserves that had received the 
accreditation of the Global Conservation Assured|Tiger Standards (CA|TS), an accreditation tool 
agreed upon by tiger range countries. These include:  

1. Manas, Kaziranga and Orang in Assam.  
2. Satpura, Kanha and Panna in Madhya Pradesh.  
3. Pench in Maharashtra.  
4. Valmiki Tiger Reserve in Bihar.  
5. Dudhwa in Uttar Pradesh.  
6. Sunderbans in West Bengal.  
7. Parambikulam in Kerala.  
8. Bandipur Tiger Reserve of Karnataka.  
9. Mudumalai and Anamalai Tiger Reserve in Tamil Nadu.  

 
What is Conservation Assured | Tiger Standards (CA|TS)?  
CA|TS has been agreed upon as an accreditation tool by the global coalition of Tiger Range 
Countries (TRCs) and has been developed by tiger and protected area experts.  
● CA|TS is a set of criteria which allows tiger sites to check if their management will lead to 

successful tiger conservation.  
● It was officially launched in 2013.  
● The Global Tiger Forum (GTF), an international NGO working on tiger conservation, and 

World Wildlife Fund India are the two implementing partners of the National Tiger 
Conservation Authority for CATS assessment in India.  

 

3. Common survey to count elephants and tigers 
India is planning to adopt the new population estimation protocol in the all-India elephant and 
tiger population survey in 2022.  
● As per the new protocol, India will move to a system that will count tigers and elephants as 

part of a common survey.  
 
Benefits of the new method:  
Given that 90% of the area occupied by elephants and tigers is common, and once estimation 
methods are standardised, having a common survey can significantly save costs.  
 
How are they counted currently?  
Currently, the tiger survey is usually held once in four years and elephants are counted once in 
five years.  
1. Since 2006, the Wildlife Institute of India (WII), Dehradun, which is affiliated to the 

Environment Ministry, has a standardised protocol in place that States then use to estimate 
tiger numbers. Based on sightings in camera traps and indirect estimation methods, tiger 
numbers are computed.  

2. Elephant numbers largely rely on States directly counting the number of elephants. In recent 
years, techniques such as analysing dung samples have also been deployed to estimate birth 
rates and population trends in elephants.  

 
How many tigers and elephants are there in the country?  
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According to the most recent 2018-19 survey, there were 2,997 tigers in India. According to the 
last count in 2017, there were 29,964 elephants in India.  
 
Efforts aimed at conservation of Elephants and their corridors at all- India level: 
● ‘Gaj Yatra’, a nationwide campaign to protect elephants, was launched on the occasion of 

World Elephant Day in 2017. The campaign is planned to cover 12 elephant range states. 
● The campaign aims to create awareness about elephant corridors to encourage free 

movement in their habitat. 
 
Forest Ministry guide to managing human-elephant conflict (Best Practices): 
1. Retaining elephants in their natural habitats by creating water sources and management of 

forest fires. 
2. Elephant Proof trenches in Tamil Nadu. 
3. Hanging fences and rubble walls in Karnataka. 
4. Use of chili smoke in north Bengal and playing the sound of bees or carnivores in Assam. 
5. Use of technology: Individual identification, monitoring of elephants in south Bengal and 

sending SMS alerts to warn of elephant presence. 
 
Efforts by Private Organizations in this regard: 
● Asian Elephant Alliance, an umbrella initiative by five NGOs, had, last year, come together to 

secure 96 out of the 101 existing corridors used by elephants across 12 States in India. 
● NGOs Elephant Family, International Fund for Animal Welfare, IUCN Netherlands and World 

Land Trust have teamed up with Wildlife Trust of India’s (WTI) in the alliance.  
 
About Asian Elephants:  
1. Asian elephants are listed as “endangered” on the IUCN Red List of threatened species.  
2. More than 60% of the world’s elephant population is in India.  
3. Elephant is the Natural Heritage Animal of India.  
 

4. IPCC’s Sixth Assessment report 
Recently, IPCC released its Sixth Assessment Report “Climate Change 2021: The Physical 
Science”. 
● Several Indian Scientists have participated in the preparation of this report.  
 
What is Sixth Assessment Report (AR6)? 
The Sixth Assessment Report (AR6) of the United Nations Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change (IPCC) is the sixth in a series of reports intended to assess scientific, technical, and socio-
economic information concerning climate change.  
● This report evaluates the physical science of climate change – looking at the past, present, 

and future climate. 
● It reveals how human-caused emissions are altering our planet and what that means for our 

collective future.  
 
The report highlights that our climate is rapidly changing due to human influence and is already 
altering our planet in drastic ways –  

● Arctic Sea ice is at its lowest level in more than 150 years; 
● Sea levels are rising faster than at any time in at least the last 3,000 years; and 
● Glaciers are declining at a rate unprecedented in at least 2,000 years.   

 

5. Four more Indian sites get Ramsar recognition 
Four more Indian sites have been recognised as wetlands of international importance under the 
Ramsar Convention taking the number of such sites in the country to 46.  
The new sites include:  
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1. Sultanpur National Park, Haryana: More than 10 globally threatened, including the critically 

endangered sociable lapwing, and the endangered Egyptian Vulture, Saker Falcon, Pallas's 
Fish Eagle and Black-bellied Tern birds are found here.  

2. Bhindawas Wildlife Sanctuary, Haryana: It is a human-made freshwater wetland. It is also the 
largest in Haryana.  

3. Thol, Gujarat: It is a Wildlife Sanctuary in Gujarat lies on the Central Asian Flyway and more 
than 320 bird species can be found here. It supports more than 30 threatened waterbird 
species, such as the critically endangered White-rumped Vulture and Sociable Lapwing, and 
the vulnerable Sarus Crane, Common Pochard and Lesser White-fronted Goose.  

4. Wadhwana, Gujarat: It is internationally important for its birdlife as it provides wintering 
ground to migratory waterbirds, including over 80 species that migrate on the Central Asian 
Flyway. Pallas's fish-Eagle, the vulnerable Common Pochard, and the near-threatened 
Dalmatian Pelican, Grey-headed Fish-eagle and Ferruginous Duck are some birds found here.  

 
About Ramsar Convention is already covered in previous Environment Module. 
 

6. Kigali Amendment to the 1989 Montreal Protocol  
India has ratified the Kigali Amendment, a key amendment to the Montreal Protocol.  
 
What is Kigali Amendment?  
● Negotiated in the Rwandan capital in October 2016.  
● The amendment has already come into force from the start of 2019.  
● It enables the gradual phase-down of hydrofluorocarbons, or HFCs, a family of chemicals used 

extensively in the air-conditioning, refrigeration and furnishing foam industry.  
 
Goals under Kigali Amendment:  
● Before the middle of this century, current HFC use has to be curtailed by at least 85 per cent. 

Countries have different timelines to do this.  
● India has to achieve this target by 2047 while the developed countries have to do it by 2036. 

China and some other countries have a target of 2045.  
● While the reductions for the rich countries have to begin immediately, India, and some other 

countries, have to begin cutting their HFC use only from 2031.  
 
Significance and the expected outcomes:  
● If implemented successfully, the Kigali Amendment is expected to prevent about 0.5°C rise in 

global warming by the end of this century.  
● No other single intervention to cut greenhouse gas emissions comes even close to this in 

terms of returns offered and the ease of implementation.  
● It is thus considered crucial to achieving the Paris Agreement target of restricting temperature 

rise to within 2°C from pre-industrial times.  
 
What are hydrofluorocarbons?  
HFCs are known to be much worse than carbon dioxide in causing global warming.  
In fact, according to the UN Environment Programme (UNEP), the average global warming 
potential of 22 of the most used HFCs is about 2,500 times that of carbon dioxide. 
 
About Montreal Protocol:  
● The 1989 Montreal Protocol is meant to protect the ozone layer of the upper atmosphere.  
● The Protocol mandated the complete phase-out of CFCs and other ozone-depleting 

substances (ODS), which it has successfully managed to do in the last three decades.  
 
What are the concerns now?  
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● CFCs were gradually replaced, first by HCFCs, or hydrochlorofluorocarbons, in some cases, and 

eventually by HFCs which have minimal impact on the ozone layer.  
● The transition from HCFCs to HFCs is still happening, particularly in the developing world.  
● HFCs, though benign to the ozone layer, were powerful greenhouse gases.  
● If left unabated, their contribution to annual greenhouse gas emissions is expected to reach 

up to 19% by 2050.  
 

7. Smog tower 
The smog towers are being installed 
in Delhi on the lines of China.  
● The Delhi government will study 

the impact of smog towers on 
pollution and could add more 
such structures across the 
national capital.  

 
What is a smog tower?  
● Smog towers are structures 

designed to work as large-scale 
air purifiers. They are fitted with 
multiple layers of air filters and fans at the base to suck the air.  

● After the polluted air enters the smog tower, it is purified by the multiple layers before being 
re-circulated into the atmosphere.  

 

8. ‘SUJALAM’ Campaign 
The Ministry of Jal Shakti has begun (From 25th August) ‘SUJALAM’, a ‘100 days campaign’ as 
part of the ‘Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav’.  
 
About the campaign:  
● The objective is to create more and more ODF Plus villages by undertaking waste water 

management at village level.  
● This is done particularly through creation of 1 million Soak-pits and also other Grey water 

management activities.  
 
The key activities that will be organised in the villages under this campaign include:  
1. Organizing Community consultations, Khuli Baithaks and Gram Sabha meetings to analyze the 

current situation.  
2. Pass resolution to maintain ODF sustainability and achieve needed number of soak pits to 

manage the grey water.  
3. Develop a 100 days’ plan to undertake sustainability and soak pit construction related 

activities.  
4. Construct requisite number of soak pits.  
5. Retrofit toilets where needed through IEC and community mobilization.  
6. Ensure all newly emerging Households in the village have access to toilets.  
 
Significance:  
● The campaign will not only build desired infrastructure i.e. soak pit for management of 

greywater in villages but will also aid in sustainable management of waterbodies.  
● The campaign would boost the momentum of Swacch Bharat Mission- Grameen phase II 

activities through community participation.  
 
About ODF+ and ODF++ is already covered in previous Government Schemes Module. 
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9. Eco-sensitive zone of the Deepar Beel Wildlife Sanctuary notified 
Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change has notified the eco-sensitive zone of the 
Deepar Beel Wildlife Sanctuary on the south-western edge of Guwahati.  
● The notification specified an area “to an extent varying from 294 metres to 16.32 km” as the 

eco-sensitive zone, with the total area being 148.9767 sq. km.  
 
Implications of the latest move:  
1. No new commercial hotels and resorts shall be permitted within 1 km of the boundary of the 

protected area or up to the extent of the eco-sensitive zone, whichever is nearer, except for 
small temporary structures for eco-tourism activities.  

2. Among activities prohibited in the eco-sensitive zone are hydroelectric projects, brick kilns, 
commercial use of firewood and discharge of untreated effluents in natural water bodies or 
land areas.  

 
About Deepar Beel:  
Deepar Beel is one of the largest freshwater lakes in Assam and the State’s only Ramsar site 
besides being an Important Bird Area.  
● It is a permanent freshwater lake, in a former channel of the Brahmaputra River, to the south 

of the main river.  
 
Why this wetland needs protection?  
The wetland of Deepar Beel constitutes a unique habitat for aquatic flora and avian fauna.  
● About 150 species of birds have been recorded in the sanctuary, out of which two are 

critically endangered, one endangered, five vulnerable and four near-threatened.  
● Elephants regularly visit the wetland from adjoining Rani and Garhbhanda Reserve Forest and 

the wetland is an integral part of the elephant habitat.  
● Besides these, 12 species of reptiles, 50 species of fish, six species of amphibians along with 

155 species of aquatic macro-biota have been recorded in the sanctuary.  
 
About Eco-sensitive Zones (ESZs) is already covered in previous Environment Module. 
 

10. Animal Discoveries 2020 
It is a document published recently by the Zoological Survey of India (ZSI).  
● It reveals that 557 new species have been added to India's fauna in 2020, which includes 407 

new species and 150 new records.  
● The number of faunal species in India has climbed to 1,02,718 species.  
 
Important Species added:  
1. Trimeresurus salazar, a new species of green pit viper discovered from Arunachal Pradesh;  
2. Lycodon deccanensis, the Deccan wolf snake discovered from Karnataka;  
3. Sphaerotheca Bengaluru, a new species of burrowing frog named after the city of Bengaluru.  
4. Xyrias anjaalai, a new deep water species of snake eel from Kerala;  
5. Glyptothorax giudikyensis, a new species of catfish from Manipur;  
6. Clyster galateansis, a new species of scarab beetles from the Great Nicobar Biosphere.  
7. Myotis cf. frater, a bat species earlier known from China, Taiwan and Russia, has been 

reported for the first time from Uttarakhand in India;  
8. Zoothera citrina gibsonhilli, an orange-headed thrush earlier known from southern Myanmar 

to south Thailand (central Malay peninsula), was reported for the first time from India based 
on a collection made from the Narcondam island in the Andaman & Nicobar Islands.  

 
Zoological Survey of India:  
● The Zoological Survey of India (ZSI), a subordinate organization of the Ministry of Environment 

and Forests was established in 1916.  
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● It is a national centre for faunistic survey and exploration of the resources leading to the 

advancement of knowledge on the exceptionally rich faunal diversity of the country.  
● It has its headquarters at Kolkata and 16 regional stations located in different geographic 

locations of the country.  
 

11. Earth Overshoot Day, 2021 
Earth Overshoot Day 2021 happened on July 29, almost a month earlier than the year before.  
● It was pushed forward because emissions are on the rise and biodiversity loss is speeding 

up.  
 
Who announces the date?  
The date is announced annually by the Global Footprint Network, the global organisation calling 
for urgent climate action and sustainable consumption.  
 
What is it?  
Each year, Earth Overshoot Day marks the date when we have used all the biological resources 
that the Earth can renew during the entire year.  
● This means humanity has again used up all biological resources that our planet regenerates 

during the entire year by 29th July, 
2021.  

 
Why has it been observed one month 
earlier this year?  
1. We’ve already seen a 6.6% increase in 

our global carbon footprint, while our 
global forest biocapacity decreased by 
0.5% due to widespread deforestation 
in the Amazon rainforest.  

2. Deforestation had also increased by 
12% in 2020, and estimates for 2021 
suggest the figure will reach a 43% 
year-on-year increase.  

 
What's the concern now?  
● At our current rate, we’re using around 1.7 Earths every single year. From now until the end 

of the year, we’re operating on “ecological deficit 
spending”.  

● Our spending for 2021 is among some of the highest 
since we entered into the overshoot territory in the 
1970s, based on UN data.  

 
The concept of earth overshoot day:  
The concept of Earth Overshoot Day was first conceived by 
Andrew Simms of the UK think tank New Economics 
Foundation, which partnered with Global Footprint Network 
in 2006 to launch the first global Earth Overshoot Day 
campaign.  
 
How is it computed?  
Earth Overshoot Day is computed by dividing the planet’s bio capacity (the amount of ecological 
resources Earth is able to generate that year), by humanity’s Ecological Footprint (humanity’s 
demand for that year), and multiplying by 365, the number of days in a year.  
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What is Ecological Footprint?  
It is a metric that comprehensively compares human demand on nature against nature’s capacity 
to regenerate.  
 

12. Project BOLD 
The project was launched by Khadi and Village Industries Commission (KVIC).  
● 5000 saplings of special bamboo species – BambusaTulda and BambusaPolymorpha specially 

brought from Assam – have been planted in vacant arid Gram Panchayat land.  
● KVIC has thus created a world record of planting the highest number of bamboo saplings on 

a single day at one location.  
 
About the Project BOLD:  
1. BOLD stands for Bamboo Oasis on Lands in Drought.  
2. Launched by Khadi and Village Industries Commission (KVIC).  
3. The initiative has been launched as part of KVIC’s “Khadi Bamboo Festival” to celebrate 75 

years of independence “Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav”.  
4. Objectives: To create bamboo-based green patches in arid and semi-arid land zones, To 

reduce desertification and provide livelihood and multi-disciplinary rural industry support.  
 
Why Bamboo was chosen?  
Bamboos grow very fast and in about three years’ time, they could be harvested.Bamboos are 
also known for conserving water and reducing evaporation of water from the land surface, which 
is an important feature in arid and drought-prone regions.  
 
Khadi and Village Industries Commission:  
● KVIC is a statutory body established under the Khadi and Village Industries Commission Act, 

1956.  
● The KVIC is charged with the planning, promotion, organisation and implementation of 

programmes for the development of Khadi and other village industries in the rural areas in 
coordination with other agencies engaged in rural development wherever necessary.  

● It functions under the Ministry of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises.  
 

13. Govt to issue guidelines for 'flex-fuel' vehicles 
Union govt will issue new guidelines for use of flexible fuel vehicles (FFVs) using flex engines.  
● The guidelines will specify engine configuration and other changes required in vehicles to 

conform to stipulated changes in fuel mix.  
 
What are flexible fuel vehicles (FFVs)?  
An FFV is a modified version of vehicles that could run both on gasoline and doped petrol with 
different levels of ethanol blends.  
● FFVs will allow vehicles to use all the blends and also run on unblended fuel.  
● FFVs have compatible engines to run on more than 84 per cent ethanol blended petrol.  
 
Benefits:  
● FFVs are aimed at reducing the use of polluting fossil fuels and cutting down harmful 

emissions.  
● Alternative fuel ethanol is Rs 60-62 per litre while petrol costs more than Rs 100 per litre in 

many parts of the country.  
● Also, these vehicles are a logical extension of the Ethanol Blended Petrol (EBP) programme 

launched by the Union Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas in January 2003.  
● Since India has surplus produce of corn, sugar and wheat, the mandatory blending of ethanol 

programme will help farmers in realising higher incomes.  
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Disadvantages/challenges of using FFVs:  
1. Customer acceptance will be a major challenge since the cost of ownership and running cost 

are going to be very high compared with 100 per cent petrol vehicles.  
2. Running cost (due to lower fuel efficiency) will be higher by more than 30 per cent when run 

with 100 per cent ethanol (E100).  
3. Flex Fuel Engines cost more as ethanol has very different chemical properties than petrol. 

Ethanol has very low (40 per cent) Calorific value as compared to Gasoline, very High Latent 
heat of vaporization causing cooling of charge/combustion etc.  

4. Ethanol also acts as a solvent and could wipe out the protective oil film inside the engine 
thereby could cause wear and tear.  

 

14. Clean Ganga Fund 
● It has been setup as a trust under the Indian Trust Act, 1882.  
● It will allow resident Indians, Non Resident Indians (NRIs) and Persons of Indian Origins (PIOs), 

Corporates (Public as well as private sector) to contribute towards the conservation of the 
river Ganga.  

● The contributions to Clean Ganga Fund falls within the purview of Corporate Social 
Responsibility (CSR) activity as defined in Schedule VII to the Companies Act, 2013.  

 
The following activities are offered under CSR:  

1. Ghats Construction /Modification / Extension.  
2. Cleaning of Ghats.  
3. Providing Amenities at important Ghats.  
4. Crematoria Construction / Modification / Extension.  
5. Ganga Gram.  
6. Bioremediation of Nallas & Drains.  
7. Information Education Communication (IEC) Activities.  
8. River Surface Cleaning using Trash Skimmers.  
9. Solid Waste Management.  
10.  Tree Plantation.  

 
Significance of Clean Ganga Fund:  
● It is an initiative to harness the enthusiasm of people for Ganga and to bring them closer to 

the Ganga and inculcate a sense of ownership.  
● It involves major organizations and general public at large who are coming forward to 

contribute to the Ganga fund which strengthens the Mission to achieve the objective of a 
clean and healthy Ganga.  

 

15. Last Ice Area 
● A part of the Arctic’s ice called “Last Ice Area”, 

located north of Greenland, has melted before 
expected.  

● While climate projections forecast the total 
disappearance of summer ice in the Arctic by the 
year 2040, the only place that would be able to 
withstand a warming climate would be this area of 
ice called the “Last Ice Area”. Scientists had 
believed this area was strong enough to withstand 
global warming.  

● WWF-Canada was the first to call this area ‘Last Ice Area’.  
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16. Ashwagandha 
The Ministry of Ayush has collaborated with the U.K.’s London School of Hygiene and Tropical 
Medicine (LSHTM) to conduct a study on ‘Ashwagandha’ for promoting recovery from COVID-19.  
 
Key facts:  
● ‘Ashwagandha’ (Withania somnifera) is commonly known as ‘Indian winter cherry’.  
● It is a traditional Indian herb that boosts energy, reduces stress and makes the immune 

system stronger.   
● It is classified as an adaptogen, which means that it can help the body to manage stress.  
● Ashwagandha is widely grown in dry parts of subtropical regions. Rajasthan, Punjab, 

Haryana, Uttar Pradesh, Gujarat, Maharashtra and Madhya Pradesh are major ashwagandha 
growing states in India.  

● Being a hardy and drought-tolerant crop, ashwagandha requires a relatively dry season 
throughout its growing period. Areas with 60-75 cm rainfall are suitable for its cultivation.  

● Temperature between 20°C to 35°C is most suitable.  
● It grows well in sandy loam or light red soils having pH 7.5-8.0. Black or heavy soils having 

good drainage are also suitable for ashwagandha cultivation.  
 

17. Minervarya Pentali:  
● The newly discovered species is endemic to the southern 

Western Ghats (Kerala and Tamil Nadu).  
● This species is also among the smallest known Minervaryan 

frogs.  
● It belongs to the family Dicroglossidae.  
● The species is named after Prof. Deepak Pental in appreciation 

of his tremendous support and encouragement for setting up of Systematics Lab at 
University of Delhi.  

 

18. Anaimalai flying frog:  
● Scientific name: Racophorus pseudomalabaricus.  
● Other names: false Malabar gliding frog and false Malabar tree 

frog.  
● It is a critically endangered frog species.  
● Endemic to the southern part of the Western Ghats, the 

numbers of these frogs have declined rapidly due to the loss of 
habitat.  

● This species is known from at least two protected areas, Indira Gandhi National Park and 
Parambikulam Tiger Reserve.  

 

19. A 'mermaid' species of algae discovered on Andaman and Nicobar Islands 
● After nearly four decades, a new species of algae has been 

discovered on the islands.  
● Researchers have named the species Acetabularia jalakanyakae.  
● The plant consists of a single gigantic cell with a nucleus, which is 

its main characteristic.  
● The species is the first of the genus Acetabularia to be discovered in India.  
● Another feature of Acetabularia is their regenerative potential.  
 

20. Navegaon-Nagzira Tiger Reserve (NNTR) 
● A rare Melanistic Leopard (commonly known as Black Panther) has been recorded in 

Navegaon-Nagzira Tiger Reserve (NNTR) of Maharashtra.  
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● The tiger reserve comprises the notified area of Navegaon National Park, Navegaon Wildlife 

Sanctuary, Nagzira Wildlife Sanctuary, New Nagzira Wildlife Sanctuary and Koka Wildlife 
Sanctuary.  

● NNTR has connectivity with the 
major tiger reserves in Central 
India like Kanha and Pench Tiger 
Reserve in Madhya Pradesh, 
Pench & Tadoba-Andhari TR in 
Maharashtra, Indravati tiger 
Reserve in Chhattisgarh and 
indirectly with the Kawal & 
Nagarjunsagar Tiger Reserve in 
Telangana & Andhra Pradesh and 
Achanakmar TR in Chhattisgarh.  

● It is also connected to important 
tiger bearing areas like Umred-
Karhandala sanctuary and Bramhapuri division.  
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Science and Technology 

 

1. 'Historic' Nuclear Fusion Breakthrough achieved 
Physicists in California, using lasers the size of three football fields, have generated a huge 
amount of energy from fusion.  

● This offers hope for the development of a new clean energy source.  
 
What is fusion? How is it different from fission?  
● Nuclear fusion is considered by some scientists to be a potential energy of the future, 

particularly because it produces little waste and no greenhouse gases.  
● It differs from fission, a technique currently used in nuclear power plants, where the bonds of 

heavy atomic nuclei are broken to release energy.  
● In the fusion process, two light atomic nuclei are "married" to create a heavy one. This is the 

process that is at work in stars, including our Sun.  
 

2. GSLV-F10 launch and EOS-03 satellite 
The launch of earth observation satellite EOS-03 onboard GSLV-F10 was unsuccessful recently 
because of an anomaly in the rocket's cryogenic upper stage.  
● GSLV-F10 was ISRO’s eighth flight with indigenous cryo, 14th GSLV flight and 79th launch 

from Sriharikota.  
 
What is EOS-03?  
1. EOS-3 was the first state-of-art agile Earth Observation Satellite which would have been 

placed in a geo-synchronous orbit around the Earth.  
2. It was expected to provide near real-time imaging, which could be used for quick monitoring 

of natural disasters, episodic events and any short-term events.  
3. The mission life of the satellite was 10 years.  
 
What is a GSLV Rocket?  
1. The GSLV expands to a geosynchronous satellite launch vehicle.  
2. The GSLV Mark III is a three-stage heavy lift launch vehicle developed by ISRO.  
3. As its name suggests, it can launch satellites that will travel in orbits that are synchronous 

with the Earth’s orbit.  
4. These satellites can weigh up to 2,500 kg and are first launched into transfer orbits that have 

a distance from Earth of 170 km at closest approach and about 35,975 km at furthest 
approach which is close to the height of the geosynchronous orbit.  

 
Geosynchronous vs Sun- synchronous:  
1. When satellites are about 36,000 km from the Earth’s surface, they enter what is called the 

high Earth orbit. Here, it orbits in sync with the Earth’s rotation, creating the impression that 
the satellite is stationary over a single longitude. Such a satellite is said to be geosynchronous.  

2. Just as the geosynchronous satellites have a sweet spot over the equator that allows them to 
stay over one spot on Earth, polar-orbiting satellites have a sweet spot that allows them to 
stay in one place. This orbit is a Sun-synchronous orbit, which means that whenever and 
wherever the satellite crosses the equator, the local solar time on the ground is always the 
same.  

 
Difference between PSLV and GSLV is already covered in previous Science and Technology 
Module 
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3. South Africa grants patent to an artificial intelligence system 
Recently, South Africa, first time in the world, has granted a patent to an ‘artificial intelligence 
system’ relating to a “food container based on fractal geometry” innovation.  
● The innovation involves interlocking food containers that are easy for robots to grasp and 

stack.  
 
What's the issue now?  
● The patent has been given to an artificial intelligence (AI) system (called DABUS); not a 

human being. 
 
What is the DABUS?  
● DABUS stands for “device for the autonomous bootstrapping of unified sentience”.  
● The system simulates human brainstorming and creates new inventions.  
● DABUS is a particular type of AI, often referred to as “creativity machines” because they are 

capable of independent and complex functioning.  
 
What are the ‘Creativity machines’? 
Creativity machines can process and critically analyse data, learning from it.  
● This process is known as machine learning.  
● Once the machine learning phase has occurred, the machine is able to “autonomously” 

create without human intervention.  
 
Background:  
● The patent application listing DABUS as the inventor was filed in patent offices around the 

world, including the U.S., Europe, Australia, and South Africa. 
● The United States Patent and Trademark Office and the European Patent Office rejected 

these applications in the formal examination phase.  
 

4. World's second-largest refurbished gene bank 
The world's second-largest refurbished state-of-the-art National Gene Bank was inaugurated 
recently at the National Bureau of Plant Genetic Resources (NBPGR), Pusa, New Delhi.  
 
What are Gene Banks?  
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Genetic banks serve the purpose for farmers and scientists who work to conserve rare plants and 
animals.  
 
Significance:  
1. Researchers or farmers can withdraw samples from these “gene” banks to help rebuild 

populations of rare plant varieties and animal breeds or to help increase genetic diversity 
within species.  

2. Gene banks also preserve cells or organisms that host unusual gene variants — genes with 
special traits. Those genes might later prove useful when some disease epidemic strikes, 
when the climate changes or when other factors threaten the survival of plants or animals.  

3. Farmers could use the banked deposits — stored cells or tissues — to restore genetic diversity 
or to introduce traits from other breeds or varieties. 

 
About the National Gene Bank:  
● Established in 1996 to preserve the seeds of Plant Genetic Resources (PGR) for future 

generations.  
● It has the capacity to preserve about one million germplasm in the form of seeds.  
● It stores different crop groups such as cereals, millets, medicinal and aromatic plants and 

narcotics, etc.  
● Presently, the National Gene Bank has been protecting 4.52 lakh accessions, of which 2.7 lakh 

are the Indian germplasm while the rest have been imported from other countries.  
 
NGB has four kinds of facilities to cater to long-term as well as medium-term conservation 
namely:  
1. Seed Gene bank (- 18°C).  
2. Cryo gene bank (-170°C to -196°C).  
3. In-vitro Gene bank (25°C).  
4. Field Gene bank.  
 
Why is there a need for Gene Bank?  
It will make the farmers of the country self-reliant and the government has been making every 
effort in that direction.  
 

5. UV-C technology 
Ultraviolet-C or UV-C Disinfection Technology will be installed in Parliament for the “mitigation of 
airborne transmission of SARS-COV-2’’.  
 
About the UV-C air duct disinfection system:  
1. Developed by CSIR-CSIO (Central Scientific Instruments Organisation).  
2. The system is designed to fit into any existing air-ducts and the virucidal dosages using UV-C 

intensity and residence time can be optimised according to the existing space.  
3. The virus is deactivated in any aerosol particles by the calibrated levels of UV-C light.  
4. It can be used in auditoriums, malls, educational Institutions, AC buses, and in railways.  
 
What is UV radiation?  
UV radiation is the portion of the 
Electromagnetic spectrum 
between X-rays and visible light.  
 
The most common form of UV 
radiation is sunlight, which 
produces three main types of UV 
rays:  
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1. UVA.  
2. UVB.  
3. UVC.  

 
Key facts:  
● UVA rays have the longest wavelengths, followed by UVB, and UVC rays which have the 

shortest wavelengths.  
● While UVA and UVB rays are transmitted through the atmosphere, all UVC and some UVB 

rays are absorbed by the Earth’s ozone layer. So, most of the UV rays you come in contact 
with are UVA with a small amount of UVB.  

 
How is it being used?  
UV radiations are normally used to kill microorganisms.  
● Particularly, UV-C, also known as Ultraviolet germicidal irradiation (UVGI) is a disinfection 

method that uses short-wavelength ultraviolet light to kill or inactivate microorganisms by 
destroying their nucleic acids and disrupting their DNA, leaving them unable to perform vital 
cellular functions and stops their replication.  

● UVGI is used in a variety of applications, such as food, air, and water disinfection.  
 
Is it safe for humans?  
Researchers noted that the device was specifically developed to disinfect non-living things. 
Therefore, UV-C radiation used in this device could be harmful to the skin and eyes of the living 
beings.  
 

6. Latest findings by NASA’s Cassini spacecraft 
NASA’s Cassini spacecraft has made the following discoveries in the moons of Saturn by flying 
through their plumes:  

1. Titan has methane in its atmosphere.  
2. Enceladus has a liquid ocean with erupting plumes of gas and water.  

Researchers have concluded that there may be unknown methane-producing processes on 
Enceladus that await discovery.  
 
Methane-producing organisms on Earth:  
● Most of the methane on Earth has a biological origin. Microorganisms called methanogens 

are capable of generating methane as a metabolic byproduct. They do not require oxygen to 
live and are widely distributed in nature.  

● Methanogens are found in swamps, dead organic matter, and even in the human gut. They 
are known to survive in high temperatures and simulation studies have shown that they can 
live in Martian conditions.  

 
How else can methane be produced on Enceladus?  
1. Methane could be formed by the chemical breakdown of organic matter present in 

Enceladus’ core.  
2. Hydrothermal processes could help the formation of carbon dioxide and methane.  
 
About Cassini Mission:  
● Launched in 1997.  
● The mission is a cooperation between NASA, the European Space Agency and the Italian 

Space Agency.  
● This was the first landing ever accomplished in the outer Solar System.  
● Cassini is the fourth space probe to visit Saturn and the first to enter orbit.  
● Its design includes a Saturn orbiter and a lander for the moon Titan. The lander, called 

Huygens, landed on Titan in 2005.  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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Objectives of the mission:  
1. Determine the three-dimensional structure and dynamic behavior of the rings of Saturn.  
2. Determine the composition of the satellite surfaces and the geological history of each object.  
3. Determine the nature and origin of the dark material on Iapetus’s leading hemisphere.  
4. Measure the three-dimensional structure and dynamic behavior of the magnetosphere.  
5. Study the dynamic behavior of Saturn’s atmosphere at cloud level.  
6. Study the time variability of Titan’s clouds and hazes.  
7. Characterize Titan’s surface on a regional scale.  
 

7. NASA's VIPER Mission 
NASA has announced that it will launch its Volatiles Investigating Polar Exploration Rover, or 
VIPER, in 2023.  
● NASA is undertaking the mission to understand if it is possible for human life to sustain there, 

by using locally available resources.  
 
About the mission:  
● VIPER is a mobile robot.  
● It is the first resource mapping mission on any other celestial body.  
● NASA's Commercial Lunar Payload Services  (CLPS) will be providing the launch vehicle and 

lander for what's going to be a 100-day mission.  
 
Objectives of the mission:  
1. To explore the Moon's South Pole region.  
2. Help create lunar resource maps.  
3. Evaluate the concentration of water as well as other potential resources on its surface.  
 
Significance of the mission:  
VIPER's findings will inform "future landing sites under the Artemis program by helping to 
determine locations where water and other resources can be harvested" to sustain humans over 
extended stays.  
 

8. New Shephard rocket system 
Amazon CEO Jeff Bezos back on earth after 10-min flight to space on Blue Origin's New Shepard 
spacecraft.  
 
Significance of the mission:  
The astronauts experienced three to four minutes of zero-g and travelled above the Kármán Line, 
the internationally-recognised boundary of space.  
 
What is New Shephard, the rocket system?  
● It is a rocket system meant to take tourists to space successfully.  
● The system is built by Blue Origin.  
● New Shephard has been named after astronaut Alan Shephard, the first American to go to 

space.  
● It offers flights to space over 100 km above the Earth and accommodation for payloads.  
● The system is a fully reusable, vertical takeoff and vertical landing space vehicle.  
 
Scientific objectives of the mission:  
It is a rocket system that has been designed to take astronauts and research payloads past the 
Karman line – the internationally recognised boundary of space.  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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● The idea is to provide easier and more cost-effective access to space meant for purposes such 

as academic research, corporate technology development and entrepreneurial ventures 
among others.  

 

9. What is Nauka, the module Russia is sending to the ISS?  
Nauka was launched from the Baikonur Cosmodrome in Kazakhstan on July 21 using a Proton 
rocket.  
 
What is Nauka?  
● Nauka, meaning "science" in 

Russian, is the biggest space 
laboratory Russia has launched 
to date.  

● It will replace Pirs, a Russian 
module on the International 
Space Station (ISS) used as a 
docking port for spacecraft and 
as a door for cosmonauts to go 
out on spacewalks.  

● Now, Nauka will serve as the 
country’s main research facility 
on the space station.  

● Nauka is 42 feet long and weighs 20 tonnes.  
● It is also bringing to the ISS another oxygen generator, a spare bed, another toilet, and a 

robotic cargo crane built by the European Space Agency (ESA).  
● On the ISS, Nauka will be attached to the critical Zvezda module, which provides all of the 

space station’s life support systems and serves as the structural and functional centre of the 
Russian Orbital Segment (ROS) — the Russian part of ISS.  
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Agriculture 

 

1. Anti-Methanogenic Feed Supplement: Harit Dhara 
Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR) has developed an anti-Methanogenic feed 
supplement ‘Harit Dhara’ (HD).  
 
Significance of this supplement:  
● This supplement can cut down cattle methane emissions by 17-20% and can also result in 

higher milk production.  
 
What is Harit Dhara?  
It has been made from tannin-rich plant-based sources. Tropical plants containing tannins, bitter 
and astringent chemical compounds, are known to suppress or remove protozoa from the 
rumen. 
 
Benefits:  
1. It decreases the population of protozoa microbes in the rumen, responsible for hydrogen 

production and making it available to the archaea (structure similar to bacteria) for reduction 
of CO2 to methane.  

2. Fermentation after using this supplement will help produce more propionic acid, which 
provides more energy for lactose (milk sugar) production and body weight gain.  

3. Reduces methane production: An average lactating cow or buffalo in India emits around 200 
litres of methane per day, while it is 85-95 litres for young growing heifers and 20-25 litres for 
adult sheep. Feeding Harit Dhara can reduce these by a fifth.  

 
How and why is methane produced in cattle?  
Methane is produced by animals having rumen.  
1. Rumen is the first of the four stomachs where the cattle eat plant material, cellulose, fibre, 

starch and sugars. These get fermented or broken down by microorganisms prior to further 
digestion and nutrient absorption.  

2. Carbohydrate fermentation leads to production of CO2 and hydrogen. These are used by 
microbes (Archaea) present in the rumen to produce methane.  

 
Methane’s global warming potential 25 times of carbon dioxide (CO2) over 100 years, makes it a 
more potent greenhouse gas.  
 

2. Agriculture Infrastructure Fund 
The Union Cabinet has given its approval to the various modifications in the Central Sector 
Scheme of Financing Facility under ‘Agriculture Infrastructure Fund’.  
 
Latest modifications:  
1. Eligibility has now been extended to State Agencies/APMCs, National & State Federations of 

Cooperatives, Federations of Farmers Producers Organizations (FPOs) and Federations of Self 
Help Groups (SHGs).  

2. For APMCs, interest subvention for a loan upto Rs. 2 crore will be provided for each project of 
different infrastructure types e.g. cold storage, sorting, grading and assaying units, silos, et 
within the same market yard.  

3. The power has been delegated to Minister of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare to make 
necessary changes with regard to addition or deletion of beneficiary.  

4. The period of financial facility has been extended from 4 to 6 years upto 2025-26 and overall 
period of the scheme has been extended from 10 to 13 upto 2032-33.  
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About Agriculture Infrastructure Fund is already covered in previous Agriculture Module. 
 

3. Pandit Deen Dayal Upadhyay Unnat Krishi Shiksha Yojana (PDDUUKSY) 
So far, 108 training programmes have been organised across 24 states/UTs under the scheme.  
 
About PDDUUKSY:  
● The scheme was launched in 2016 to develop human resources in organic farming, natural 

farming and cow based economy for environmental sustenance and soil health.  
● Implemented by the Education wing of the Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR).  
 
Objectives:  
1. To build skilled Human Resource at village level who are relevant for development organic 
farming and sustainable agriculture.  
2. Provide rural India with technical support in the field of Organic Farming or Natural Farming or 
Rural Economy or Sustainable Agriculture.  
3. To extend other activities of this Yojana at village level through their established centres.  
 
The designated Centers may select the farmers for this initiative, subject to the conditions that:  
1. The farmers must be assessed in terms of their interest in organic farming, natural farming 

and cow-based economy prior to their selection.  
2. Priority must be attached to the farmers who are currently practising organic farming, natural 

farming or cow-based economy.  
3. Farmers of all communities must be given fair representation.  
4. The selection shouldn’t involve any gender discrimination.  
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Polity 

 

1. Bill to amend Scheduled Tribes list 
The Rajya Sabha has passed the Constitution (Scheduled Tribes) Order (Amendment) Bill, 2021. 
The Bill amends the Constitution (Scheduled Tribes) Order, 1950.  
 
Highlights of the Bill:  
● The Bill removes the Abor tribe from the list of identified STs in Arunachal Pradesh.  
● It replaces certain STs with other tribes. This includes Tai Khamti, Mishmi-Kaman (Miju 

Mishmi), Idu (Mishmi) and Taraon (Digaru Mishmi).  
 
Who has the power to modify the list of notified STs?  
The Constitution empowers the President to specify the Scheduled Tribes (STs) in various states 
and union territories. Further, it permits Parliament to modify this list of notified STs.  
 
Definition of STs:  
The Constitution does not define the criteria for recognition of Scheduled Tribes.  
● However, Article 366(25) of the Constitution only provides process to define Scheduled 

Tribes: “Scheduled Tribes means such tribes or tribal communities or parts of or groups within 
such tribes or tribal communities as are deemed under Article 342 to be Scheduled Tribes for 
the purposes of this Constitution.”  

● Article 342(1): The President may with respect to any State or Union Territory, and where it is 
a State, after consultation with the Governor, by a public notification, specify the tribes or 
tribal communities or part of or groups within tribes or tribal communities as Scheduled Tribe 
in relation to that State or Union Territory.  

 
Constitutional Safeguards for STs:  
I. Educational & Cultural Safeguards:  
1. Art. 15(4):- Special provisions for advancement of other backward classes(which includes STs);  
2. Art. 29:- Protection of Interests of Minorities (which includes STs);  
3. Art. 46:- The State shall promote, with special care, the educational and economic interests of 

the weaker sections of the people, and in particular, of the Scheduled Castes, and the 
Scheduled Tribes, and shall protect them from social injustice and all forms of exploitation.  

4. Art. 350:- Right to conserve distinct Language, Script or Culture;  
5. Art. 350:- Instruction in Mother Tongue.  
 
II.Social Safeguard:  
1. Art. 23:- Prohibition of traffic in human beings and beggar and other similar form of forced 

labour;  
2. Art. 24:- Forbidding Child Labour. 
 
III. Economic Safeguards:  
1. Art.244:- Clause(1) Provisions of Fifth Schedule shall apply to the administration & control of 

the Scheduled Areas and Scheduled Tribes in any State other than the states of Assam, 
Meghalaya, Mizoram and Tripura which are covered under Sixth Schedule, under Clause (2) of 
this Article.  

2. Art. 275:- Grants in-Aid to specified States (STs&SAs) covered under Fifth and Sixth Schedules 
of the Constitution.  

 
IV. Political Safeguards:  
1. Art.164(1):- Provides for Tribal Affairs Ministers in Bihar, MP and Odisha;  
2. Art. 330:- Reservation of seats for STs in Lok Sabha;  
3. Art. 337- Reservation of seats for STs in State Legislatures;  
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4. Art. 334:- 10 years period for reservation (Amended several times to extend the period);  
5. Art. 243:- Reservation of seats in Panchayats.  
6. Art. 371:- Special provisions in respect of NE States and Sikkim.  
 

2. Bill to Restore States’ rights to specify OBC groups 
The Constitution 127th Amendment Bill, 2021 was passed with unanimous support in Lok Sabha, 
recently. 
● The Bill amends the Constitution to allow states and union territories to prepare their own list 

of socially and educationally backward classes.  
 
On May 5, while scrapping a separate quota for the Maratha community in Maharashtra, the 
Supreme Court had ruled that after a 2018 amendment in the Constitution (102nd constitutional 
amendment), only the central government could notify socially and educationally backward 
classes (SEBCs) – not the states. 
● The 102nd constitutional amendment (Inserted Articles 338B and 342 A after Article 342) 

was related to giving constitutional status to the National Commission of Backward Classes 
and interpretation of this constitutional amendment effectively struck a blow to the 
authority of state governments in identifying backward classes and provide them with 
reservation benefits.  

 
Highlights of the 127th 
Amendment Bill: 
The Bill seeks to restore the 
power of State governments to 
identify Other Backward 
Classes that are socially and 
educationally backward. 
 
Please note that In May 2021, the Supreme Court, in an order, had empowered only the Central 
government for such identification.  
 

3. Flag Code of India 
On July 22, 1947, the National flag of India was adopted in its present form (horizontal 
rectangular tricolour) during a meeting of the Constituent Assembly, 23 days before India's 
Independence, and became the official national flag of the Dominion of India on August 15, 1947.  
 
Evolution of National flag:  
● Present flag is based 

on the Swaraj flag, a 
flag of the Indian 
National Congress 
designed by Pingali 
Venkayya.  

● After undergoing 
several changes, the 
Tricolour was adopted 
as our national flag at 
a Congress Committee 
meeting in Karachi in 
1931. 

 
Constitutional & Statutory Provisions regarding National Flag of India:  
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Art 51A(a) - To abide by the Constitution and respect its ideals and institutions, the National Flag 
and the National Anthem.  
Statutes Governing Use of Flag:  
● Emblems and Names (Prevention of Improper Use) Act, 1950.  
● Prevention of Insults to National Honor Act, 1971.  
 
Rules governing the display of the Tricolour: 
The Flag Code of 2002 is divided into three parts:  
1-a general description of the tricolour 
2-rules for display of the flag by governments and government bodies. 
3-rules on display of the flag by public and private bodies and educational institutions.  
 
Notable facts:  
● The National Flag of India shall be made of hand 

spun and hand woven wool/cotton/silk khadi 
bunting.  

● The National Flag shall be rectangular in shape. The 
ratio of the length to the height (width) of the Flag 
shall be 3:2.  

● The Flag shall not be flown at half-mast except on 
occasions on which the Flag is flown at half-mast on 
public buildings in accordance with the instructions 
issued by the Government.  

● The Flag shall not be used as a drapery in any form whatsoever, including private funerals 
except in State funerals or armed forces or other paramilitary forces funerals”. 

● The Flag shall not be used as a portion of costume or uniform of any description nor shall it be 
embroidered or printed upon cushions, handkerchiefs, napkins or any dress material.  

 
Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan narrated significance of National flag as:  
1. The “Ashoka Chakra” is the wheel of the law of dharma. Chakra intends to show that there is 

LIFE IN MOVEMENT and death in stagnation.  
2. The saffron color denotes renunciation of disinterestedness.  
3. The white in the center is light, the path of truth to guide our conduct.  
4. The green shows our relation to the soil, our relation to the plant life here, on which all other 

life depends.  
 

4. Can’t curtail right to move freely or reside anywhere on flimsy grounds 
Recent opinion tendered by the Supreme Court of India on an externment order passed by 
Maharashtra police. 
 
● What is an externment order? Externment orders prevent the movement of a person in 

certain areas. 
● Grounds for issuing such an order: The top court said that the drastic action of externment 

should only be taken in exceptional cases to maintain law and order. 
 
About Right to "move freely throughout the territory of India" 
● The above right is guaranteed by Article 19 (1) (d) of the Indian constitution. This right is 

available only to citizens. 
● This right is not unfettered or unrestricted but are subject to "interests of the general public 

or for the protection of the interests of any Scheduled Tribe" 
● The provisions for providing the power of externment to the concerned executive authorities 

can be found in many statutes such as The Maharashtra Police Act (MP 1951), Punjab 
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Security of State Act 1953, and Assam Maintenance of Public Order Act 1947, Karnataka 
Police Act. 

 

5. Sovereign right to taxation 
The Indian government recently decided to withdraw the 
retrospective taxation amendment in the I-T Act 
introduced in March 2012.  
 
Background:  
The Indian government had in 2012 retrospectively 
amended the Income-tax Act. This was in response to a 
Supreme Court verdict, which had held that Vodafone 
cannot be taxed for a 2007 transaction that involved its 
purchase of a 67 per cent stake in Hutchison Whampoa for 
$11 billion.  
 
What does ‘sovereignty’ mean?  
An act of sovereign power is one which cannot be prevented or annulled by any other power 
recognised by the constitution of the state.  
 
What is the ‘sovereign right to taxation’ in India?  
The Indian Constitution gives the government the right to levy taxes on individuals and 
organisations, but makes it clear that no one has the right to levy or charge taxes except by the 
authority of law. Any tax being charged has to be backed by a law passed by the legislature or 
Parliament.  
 
What is retrospective taxation?  
● It allows a country to pass a rule on taxing certain products, items or services and deals and 

charge companies from a time behind the date on which the law is passed.  
● Countries use this route to correct any anomalies in their taxation policies that have, in the 

past, allowed companies to take advantage of such loopholes.  
● Retrospective Taxation hurts companies that had knowingly or unknowingly interpreted the 

tax rules differently.  
 
How does scrapping retrospective feature help?  
1. With the removal of the retrospective feature a clear and predictable taxation law and intent 

has been presented to the companies which are expected to structure their assets accordingly 
while doing deals hereon.  

2. It also provides clarity for deals between companies of countries where these are not covered 
under any tax treaty benefits.  

3. The companies stand to gain by withdrawing the litigation with the arbitration (for cases 
before 2012) and then there will be a refund of any taxes that have been already paid or 
refunded in respect of any demands that have been adjusted.  

 

6. Preventive detention 
The Supreme Court has passed an order on the use and applicability of Prevention Detention in 
the Country.  
 
Important observations made by the Court:  
1. Preventive detention could be used only to prevent public disorder.  
2. The State should not arbitrarily resort to “preventive detention” to deal with all and sundry 

“law and order” problems, which could be dealt with by the ordinary laws of the country.  

The government has introduced 
the Taxation Laws (Amendment) 
Bill, 2021 in Lok Sabha.  
 
The Bill aims to:  
1. Amend the Income Tax Act, 

1961, and the Finance Act, 
2012.  

2. Prevent the income tax 
department from raising tax 
demands retrospectively.  
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3. The court must ensure that the facts brought before it directly and inevitably lead to a harm, 

danger or alarm or feeling of insecurity among the general public or any section thereof at 
large.  

4. Preventive detention must fall within the four corners of Article 21 (due process of law) read 
with Article 22 (safeguards against arbitrary arrest and detention) and the statute in question.  

 
What is Preventive Detention?  
It involves the detainment (containment) of a person in order to keep him/her from committing 
future crimes and/or from escaping future prosecution. 
● Article 22 (3) (b) of the Constitution allows for preventive detention and restriction on 

personal liberty for reasons of state security and public order.  
 
Article 22(4) states that:  
No law providing for preventive detention shall authorise the detention of a person for a longer 
period than three months unless: An Advisory Board reports sufficient cause for extended 
detention. 
● The 44th Amendment Act of 1978 has reduced the period of detention without obtaining the 

opinion of an advisory board from three to two months. However, this provision has not yet 
been brought into force, hence, the original period of three months still continues.  

 
Purpose of the Preventive detention:  
1. In the case of Mariappan v. The District Collector and Others, the Court held that the aim of 

detention and its laws is not to punish anyone but to stop certain crimes from being 
committed.  

2. In the case of Union of India v. Paul Nanickan and Anr, the Supreme Court said that the 
reasoning for such detention is based on suspicion or reasonable possibility and not a criminal 
conviction, which can be justified only by valid proof.  

 

7. Criminal law in India 
The Criminal law in India is contained in a number of sources – The Indian Penal Code of 1860, 
the Protection of Civil Rights Act, 1955, Dowry Prohibition Act, 1961 and the Scheduled Castes 
and Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) Act, 1989.  
● Criminal Justice System can impose penalties on those who violate the established laws.  
● The criminal law and criminal procedure are in the concurrent list of the seventh schedule of 

the constitution.  
● Lord Thomas Babington Macaulay is said to be the chief architect of codifications of criminal 

laws in India.  
 
Committee For Reform In Criminal Law:  
● The Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) has constituted a national level committee for reform in 

criminal law.  
● The committee has been constituted under Ranbir Singh and several other members.  
● The committee would be gathering 

opinions online by consulting with 
experts and collating material for 
their report to the government.  

 
Previous committees:  
Madhav Menon Committee: It submitted 
its report in 2007, suggesting various 
recommendations on reforms in the 
Criminal Justice System of India (CJSI).  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/06/15/right-to-life-guaranteed-under-article-21-of-the-constitution-encompasses-the-right-to-timely-access-to-justice-comment-in-the-context-of-the-current-times/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/11/28/1-the-fiercest-newest-methods-of-justice-delivery-of-naming-and-shaming-cannot-eschew-the-oldest-tenets-of-ethics-the-due-process-of-law-must-to-be-followed-discuss-and-present-your-points-i/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/03/07/the-right-of-an-accused-to-be-defended/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/03/07/the-right-of-an-accused-to-be-defended/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/03/07/the-right-of-an-accused-to-be-defended/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2015/06/22/3-critically-discuss-why-the-44th-amendment-made-to-the-constitution-of-india-is-considered-as-one-of-the-most-important-amendments/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2015/06/22/3-critically-discuss-why-the-44th-amendment-made-to-the-constitution-of-india-is-considered-as-one-of-the-most-important-amendments/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/10/21/indian-penal-code/&ved=2ahUKEwjns97YrrzyAhUrxzgGHT1JA9IQFnoECAQQAQ&usg=AOvVaw1FWkv1F1kVvoUHW14D-7MV
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/05/02/discuss-the-importance-of-protection-of-basic-civil-rights-amidst-the-present-lockdown-scenario-and-also-comment-upon-the-need-for-a-comprehensive-law-on-epidemics-in-post-covid-19-situation/&ved=2ahUKEwikhPXjrrzyAhV7yTgGHWLEB7kQFnoECAMQAQ&usg=AOvVaw13dw9GIrA46PXumYYvLhvN
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://www.insightsonindia.com/2021/07/02/although-dowry-was-made-illegal-decades-ago-harassment-and-deaths-over-dowry-cut-across-class-financial-educational-and-religious-barriers-analyse-the-causative-factors-and-suggest-reforms-to-end/&ved=2ahUKEwivqeLrrrzyAhVmyDgGHZ6DBCAQFnoECAQQAQ&usg=AOvVaw0skEydspmoWefiK_J_mpZE
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/10/02/sc-st-judgment/&ved=2ahUKEwiP2PDyrrzyAhVJzzgGHb75CuYQFnoECAMQAQ&usg=AOvVaw1n6uuqCjgxk41-bMlSD-3m
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/10/02/sc-st-judgment/&ved=2ahUKEwiP2PDyrrzyAhVJzzgGHb75CuYQFnoECAMQAQ&usg=AOvVaw1n6uuqCjgxk41-bMlSD-3m
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/07/09/criminal-law-reforms/&ved=2ahUKEwjW_pSCr7zyAhV9zDgGHdoWAOcQFnoECAMQAQ&usg=AOvVaw2LAa-S5tpKRthAA7HAyt6-


 

www.insightsonindia.com                                                          38                                                                      InsightsIAS 

INSTA PT 2021 EXCLUSIVE (UPDATED MODULE) 

NOTES 
Malimath Committee Report: It submitted its report in 2003 on the Criminal Justice System of 
India (CJSI).  
 

8. Governor’s pardon power overrides 433A: SC 
The Supreme Court has observed that the power of the Governor under Article 161 of the 
Constitution to commute sentence or to pardon will override the restrictions imposed under 
Section 433-A of the Criminal Procedure Code.  
 
What's the case?  
The Court was considering the feasibility of remission policies in Haryana. It was considering 
whether a state can frame policy to release a life-term convict prematurely before completing 
at least 14 years in jail or the government has to strictly go by Section 433 A of CrPC which 
specifies that remission cannot be granted till he/she has served at least 14 years in jail?  
 
What is Haryana Policy?  
Haryana policy stated that those convicts who stood convicted for a life sentence and are above 
the age of 75 years (in case of male convicts) and have completed 8 years of the actual sentence 
are entitled to be conferred the benefit of remission.  
 
Observations made by the Court:  
1. Even if the prisoner has not undergone 14 years or more of actual imprisonment, the 

Governor has a power to grant pardons, reprieves, respites and remissions of punishment or 
to suspend, remit or commute the sentence of any person.  

2. However, the power conferred on the Governor should be exercised on the aid and advice of 
the State. The advice of the appropriate Government binds the Head of the State.  

3. The action of commutation and release can thus be pursuant to a governmental decision and 
the order may be issued even without the Governor’s approval. However, under the Rules 
of Business and as a matter of constitutional courtesy, it may seek approval of the Governor, 
if such release is under Article 161 of the Constitution.  

 
Pardoning Powers of Governor: 
Article 161 deals with the Pardoning Power of the Governor. 
● The Governor can grant pardons, reprieves, respites and remissions of punishments or 

suspend, remit and commute the sentence of any person convicted of any offence against any 
law relating to a matter to which the executive power of the state extends.  

 
Difference Between Pardoning Powers of President and Governor:  
The scope of the pardoning power of the President under Article 72 is wider than the pardoning 
power of the Governor under Article 161 which differs in the following two ways:  
1. Court Martial: The power of the President to grant pardon extends in cases where the 

punishment or sentence is by a Court Martial but Article 161 does not provide any such power 
to the Governor.  

2. Death sentence: The President can grant pardon in all cases where the sentence given is the 
sentence of death but the pardoning power of the Governor does not extend to death 
sentence cases.  

 
CrPC Section 433A:  
It deals with a restriction on powers of remission or Commutation in certain cases.  
● It says "Notwithstanding anything contained in section 432, where a sentence of 

imprisonment for life is imposed on conviction of a person for an offence for which death is 
one of the punishments provided by law, or where a sentence of death imposed on a person 
has been commuted under section 433 into one of imprisonment for life, such person shall 
not be released from prison unless he had served at least fourteen years of imprisonment".  
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9. Delhi HC says Adoption not limited by religion 
The Delhi High Court has ruled that a person interested in adopting a child was not limited by his 
or her religion, if adoption was sought under the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of 
Children) Act.  
 
What's the case?  
The court was hearing a case where Christian couple had adopted a child under the Hindu law.  
● The court has said that Christian and Muslim couples could not adopt a Hindu child under 

the Hindu Adoptions and Maintenance Act (HAMA).  
● However, since the child was being well taken care of by the foster parents and their family 

and the court said there is no cause to remove the child from their charge and custody.  
● Also no legal issues could arise in future since the Child has been adopted as per the Hindu 

adoption ceremony known as ‘Datta Homam’.  
 
Legal Framework Governing Adoption Laws in India:  
1. In India, adoption falls under the ambit of personal laws, and due to the incidence of diverse 

religions practised in our country, mainly two different laws operate.  
2. Muslims, Christians, Parsis, and Jews are governed by the Guardians and Wards Act, 1890, as 

formal adoption is not allowed in these religions.  
3. Hindus, Sikhs, Buddhists, and Jains, on the other hand, follow the Hindu Adoption and 

Maintenance Act, 1956.  
4. Juvenile Justice Act also deals with adoption.  
 

10. Why has NCPCR recommended minority schools be brought under RTE? 
The National Commission for Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR) has released a report that has 
analysed the impact of exemptions provided to Minority institutions under Article 15(5).  
 
What is Article 15(5)?  
It empowers the country to make reservations with regard to admissions into educational 
institutions both privately run and those that are aided or not aided by the government. From this 
rule only the minority run institutions such as the Madarsas are exempted.  
 
Background:  
Minority schools are exempted from implementing The Right to Education policy and do not fall 
under the government’s Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan.  
 
How are minority schools exempt from RTE and SSA?  
1. In 2002, the 86th Amendment to the Constitution provided the Right to Education as a 

fundamental right.  
2. The same amendment inserted Article 21A, which made the RTE a fundamental right for 

children aged between six and 14 years.  
3. The passage of the amendment was followed by the launch of the Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan 

(SSA) that aimed to provide “useful and relevant, elementary education’’ to all children 
between six and 14 years.  

4. In 2006, the 93rd Constitution Amendment Act inserted Clause (5) in Article 15 which 
enabled the State to create special provisions, such as reservations for advancement of any 
backward classes of citizens like Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes, in all aided or 
unaided educational institutes, except minority educational institutes.  

 
Why bring them under RTE now?  
The Commission is of the view that the two different sets of rules Article 21A that guarantees 
fundamental right of education to all children, and Article 30 which allows minorities to set up 
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their own institutions with their own rules and Article 15 (5) which exempts minority schools from 
RTE creating a conflicting picture between fundamental right of children and right of minority 
communities.  
 

11. Centrally Sponsored Scheme (CSS) for Development of Infrastructure 
Facilities for Judiciary 

The Union Government has approved continuation of the Centrally Sponsored Scheme (CSS) for 
Development of Infrastructure Facilities for Judiciary for further five years to 2026.  
● The centre will contribute for the implementation of the Gram Nyayalayas Scheme as a part 

of the National Mission for Justice Delivery and Legal Reforms.  
 
About the CSS for Development of Infrastructure Facilities for Judiciary:  
● It has been in operation since 1993-94.  
● The Central Government through this scheme augments the resources of the State 

Governments for construction of court buildings and residential quarters for Judicial Officers 
(JO) in all the States / UTs.  

 
Significance/benefits of the scheme:  
● This will help in improving the overall functioning and performance of the Judiciary.  
● Continued assistance to the Gram Nyayalayas will also give impetus to providing speedy, 

substantial and affordable justice to the common man at his door step.  
 
What are Gram Nyayalayas?  
Gram Nyayalayas or village courts are established under the Gram Nyayalayas Act, 2008 for 
speedy and easy access to the justice system in the rural areas of India. 

● The Act came into force from 2nd October 2009.  
 
Jurisdiction:  
● A Gram Nyayalaya has jurisdiction over an area specified by a notification by the State 

Government in consultation with the respective High Court.  
● The Court can function as a mobile court at any place within the jurisdiction of such Gram 

Nyayalaya, after giving wide publicity to that regard.  
● They have both civil and criminal jurisdiction over the offences.  
● Gram Nyayalayas has been given power to accept certain evidences which would otherwise 

not be acceptable under Indian Evidence Act.  
 
Composition:  
The Gram Nyayalayas are presided over by a Nyayadhikari, who will have the same power, enjoy 
same salary and benefits of a Judicial Magistrate of First Class. Such Nyayadhikari are to be 
appointed by the State Government in consultation with the respective High Court.  
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Government Schemes 

 

1. Who is a Bhumiputra in Goa?  
The Goa Assembly has passed the Goa Bhumiputra Adhikarini Bill, 2021.  
 
Highlights of the Bill:  
1. It recognises anyone living in the state for 30 years or more as a ‘Bhumiputra (son of the 

soil)’ and gives such a person the right to own his or her ‘small dwelling unit’ if ownership 
was undetermined so far.  

2. Once recognised as a Bhumiputra, an individual can stake claim to ownership of their house 
of not more than 250 sq m, built before April 1, 2019.  

 
Implementation:  
1. The Bill provides for the constitution of the Bhumiputra Adhikarini — a committee consisting 

of the Deputy Collector as its Chairperson, and officials from the departments of Town and 
Country Planning, Forest and Environment , and Mamlatdars of respective talukas as its 
members.  

2. An appeal against the Bhumiputra Adhikarini’s decision can be filed before the Administrative 
Tribunal within 30 days.  

 
Can the courts intervene?  
No court shall have jurisdiction “to entertain, decide or deal with any question which is to be 
decided by the Bhumiputra Adhikarini and Administrative Tribunal under this Act”.  
 

2. Detention centres for foreigners 
Assam’s detention centres for foreigners and those declared such by specific tribunals have been 
renamed as transit camps.  
 
What are detention centres?  
They are places designated to keep illegal migrants (people who have entered a country without 
necessary documents) once they are detected by the authorities till the time their nationality is 
confirmed and they are deported to the country of their origin.  
● Detention centres were set up in Assam after the Union government authorized the state to 

do so under the provisions of the Foreigners’ Act, 1946 and the Foreigners Order, 1948.  
 
Foreigners Act, 1946:  
It replaced the Foreigners Act, 1940 conferring wide powers to deal with all foreigners.  
The act empowered the government to take such steps as are necessary to prevent illegal 
migrants including the use of force.  
The concept of ‘burden of proof’ lies with the person, and not with the authorities.  
● The act originally empowered the government to establish tribunals which would have 

powers similar to those of a civil court.  
● Amendments (2019) to the Foreigners (Tribunals) Order, 1964 empowered even district 

magistrates in all States and Union Territories to set up tribunals to decide whether a person 
staying illegally in India is a foreigner or not.  

 

3. Pradhan Mantri Kisan Urja Suraksha evem Utthan Mahabhiyan / (PM 
KUSUM) Scheme 

The Scheme is an initiative of the Ministry of New and Renewable Energy (MNRE).  
● It is a scheme for farmers for installation of solar pumps and grid connected solar and other 

renewable power plants in the country.  
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● Approved in February 2019, the objective of the scheme is to provide financial and water 

security.  
● The scheme aims to add solar and other renewable capacity of 25,750 MW by 2022.  
 
Key features:  
● As per provisions of the PM-KUSUM Scheme, the grid connected agriculture pumps can be 

solarised with central and state subsidy of 30% each and farmer’s contribution of 40%.  
● It will also include feeder level solarisation.  
 
Scheme implementation:  
State Nodal Agencies (SNAs) of MNRE will coordinate with States/UTs, Discoms and farmers for 
implementation of the scheme.  
 
Scheme benefits:  
● The scheme will open a stable and continuous source of income to the rural landowners for a 

period of 25 years by utilisation of their dry/uncultivable land. 
● In case cultivated fields are chosen for setting up solar power projects, the farmers could 

continue to grow crops as the solar panels are to be set up above a minimum height.  
● The solar pumps will save the expenditure incurred on diesel for running diesel pumps and 

provide the farmers a reliable source of irrigation through solar pumps apart from preventing 
harmful pollution from running diesel pumps.  

 

4. Ubharte Sitaare Fund 
Finance minister has launched Rs 250 crore worth Alternative Investment Fund for export-
oriented micro, small and medium enterprises (MSMEs).  
 
Objective of the fund:  
To Identify Indian enterprises with potential advantages by way of technology, products or 
processes along with export potential, but which are currently underperforming or unable to tap 
their latent potential to grow.  
● The main purpose is to encourage MSMEs as they are vital to the economy in terms of 

creating jobs, fostering innovations and reviving the economy.  
 
Type of fund:  
Ubharte sitaare fund is a type of Alternative investment fund.  
 
Key features of the scheme:  
● The Fund has been set up by Exim Bank and SIDBI (Small Industries Development Bank of 

India).  
● The fund is a mix of structured support, both financial and advisory services.  
● It will also have a Greenshoe Option of Rs 250 crore.  
● The Fund covers potential companies, across various sectors such as pharma, auto 

components, engineering solutions, agriculture, and software etc.  
 
Significance of this programme:  
1. It identifies Indian companies that have the potential to be future champions in the domestic 

arena while catering to global demands.  
2. Enabling MSME to expand their ventures will drive the overall economy, as they make up for 

about 45 per cent of the country’s total manufacturing output, 40 percent of exports, and 
almost 30 per cent of the national GDP.  

3. This will also give a boost to sector specific growth like 'ONE DISTRICT ONE PRODUCT' in 
Uttar Pradesh.  
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What is an Alternative Investment Fund (AIF)?  
● Alternative Investment Fund comprises pooled investment funds which invest in venture 

capital, private equity, hedge funds, managed futures etc.  
● In simpler terms, an AIF refers to an investment which differs from conventional investment 

avenues such as stocks, debt securities, etc.  
AIF does not include funds covered under the SEBI (Mutual Funds) Regulations, 1996, SEBI 
(Collective Investment Schemes) Regulations, 1999 or any other regulations of the Board to 
regulate fund management activities.  
Nonetheless, the alternative investment funds have to register with SEBI.  
 
What is a greenshoe option?  
It is an over-allotment option. In the context of an initial public offering (IPO), it is a provision in 
an underwriting agreement that grants the underwriter the right to sell investors more shares 
than initially planned by the issuer if the demand for a security issue proves higher than expected.  
 

5. Fast Track Special Courts (FTSCs) 
The Cabinet has approved the continuation of 1,023 Fast Track Special Courts (FTSCs) for another 
two years. The Centre’s share of will come from the Nirbhaya Fund.  
 
About the scheme:  
● Fast Track Special Courts (FTSCs) are being setup as a part of the National Mission for Safety 

of Women (NMSW).  
● The scheme was started in October 2019.  
● Implemented by the Department of Justice of the Ministry of Law and Justice.  
● It is a Centrally sponsored scheme for expeditious trial and disposal of pending cases of rape 

and offences against children under the Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act 
(POCSO), 2012.  

 
Features of the FTSCs scheme:  
1. The decision on extension of the scheme beyond one year 

will depend on the recommendations in the external 
evaluation.  

2. The scheme does not intend to create any permanent 
infrastructure. The courts will be made functional in 
suitable premises taken on lease or as decided by the 
States/UTs and respective High Courts.  

3. Composition: Each FTSC will have one Judicial Officer and 
seven staff members. States/UTs may engage judicial 
officers and court staff on contractual basis where 
sufficient manpower is not available. Services of retired 
judicial officers with relevant experience may also be 
engaged to dispose of cases in the FTSCs.  

 

6. Pradhan Mantri Dakshta Aur Kushalta Sampann Hitgrahi (PM-DAKSH) 
Yojana 

The government has launched 'PM-DAKSH' portal and app to make the skill development schemes 
accessible to the target groups of Backward Classes, Scheduled Castes and Safai Karamcharis.  
 
About the scheme:  
1. The scheme is being implemented by the Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment from 

the year 2020-21.  
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2. Under the scheme, eligible target groups are being provided skill development training 

programmes on up-skilling/reskilling, short term training programme, long term training 
programme and entrepreneurship development program (EDP).  

3. Eligibility: Marginalized persons of SC, OBC, Economically Backward Classes, De-notified 
tribes, Sanitation workers including waste pickers, manual scavengers, transgenders and 
other similar categories.  

 

7. Ujjwala 2.0 scheme 
The government has launched the second phase of the Ujjwala gas connection scheme for the 
poor.  
 
About Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana:  
Launched in May 2016.  
Aim: To provide LPG (liquefied petroleum gas) connections to poor households.  
Key features: A deposit-free LPG connection is given to the eligible household with financial 
assistance of Rs 1,600 per connection by the Centre.  
Target: The scheme gained traction with its ambit being expanded to include 80 million poor 
families from the earlier target of 50 million families with an additional allocation of Rs 4,800 
crore.  
 
Objectives of the scheme are:  
1. Empowering women and protecting their health. 
2. Reducing the serious health hazards associated with cooking based on fossil fuel. 
3. Reducing the number of deaths in India due to unclean cooking fuel. 
4. Preventing young children from a significant number of acute respiratory illnesses caused due 

to indoor air pollution by burning fossil fuel. 
 
Eligibility criteria:  
1. Applicants must be a woman above the age of 18 and a citizen of India. 
2. Applicants should belong to a BPL (Below Poverty Line) household. 
3. No one in the applicant’s household should own an LPG connection. 
4. The household income of the family, per month, must not exceed a certain limit as defined by 

the government of the Union Territories and State Government. 
5. Applicants must not be a recipient of other similar schemes provided by the government. 
 
Under Ujjwala 2.0:  
● Migrant workers would no longer have to struggle to get address proof documents to get the 

gas connections.  
● These workers would only be required to submit a self-declaration of their residential address 

to get the gas connection.  
 

8. Jan Shikshan Sansthan (JSS) 
The Jan Shikshan Sansthan (JSS) has brought high-speed internet to some of the remotest tribal 
hamlets deep inside the Nilambur jungle in Kerala.  
● Few tribal hamlets have got high-speed internet, thanks to long-distance Wi-Fi technology.  
 
About JSS:  
● It is an initiative for skill development in rural areas.  
● The Scheme of Jan Shikshan Sansthan (JSS) was formerly known as Shramik Vidyapeeth.   
● It has been implemented through a network of NGOs in the country since March 1967.  
 
Objectives:  
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1. To improve the occupational skills and technical knowledge of the non/neo literates and 

persons having rudimentary level of education upto 8th standard and other school dropouts 
beyond 8th standard.  

2. To create a pool of master trainers working across the department/agencies of skill 
development through training/orientation programmes.  

3. To widen the range of knowledge and understanding of social, economic and political systems 
and create awareness about the environment.  

4. To Promote national values and to align with national programmes.  
5. To promote self-employment and facilitate financial support including loans for the target 

groups through linkage with credit and consortium membership.  
 
What is long-distance Wi-Fi? How does it work in Kerala?  
● It works on 5GHz frequency.  
● With the help of five towers, 100-mbps internet is made available.  
● Servers have been setup in such a way to help a minimum of 250 users use the Net 

concurrently.  
● Using long-distance Wi-Fi technology, high-speed internet could be provided even up to 100 

km without any transmission loss.  
 

9. 'Samagra Shiksha Scheme 2.0' 
The Centre has approved the continuation of the 'Samagra Shiksha Scheme' for school education 
for the next five years till March 31, 2026. The scheme has been revamped with the addition of 
new Components/initiatives based on the recommendations of the NEP 2020.  
 
Components of the Samagra Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA) 2.0:  
1. In order to enhance the direct outreach of the scheme, all child-centric interventions will be 

provided directly to the students through DBT [or direct benefit transfer] mode on an IT-
based platform over a period of time.  

2. This DBT would include RTE entitlements such as textbooks, uniforms and transport 
allowance.  

3. Keeping with the NEP’s recommendations on encouraging Indian languages, it has a new 
component for appointment of language teachers, which includes salaries, and training costs 
as well as bilingual books and teaching learning material.  

4. It will have the NIPUN Bharat initiative for foundational literacy and numeracy, which will 
get an annual provision of ₹500 per child for learning materials, ₹150 per teacher for manuals 
and resources and ₹10-20 lakh per district for assessment.  

5. As part of digital initiatives, there is a provision for ICT labs and smart classrooms, including 
support for digital boards, virtual classrooms and DTH channels.  

6. It includes a provision to support out of school children from age 16 to 19 with funding of 
₹2000 per grade to complete their education via open schooling.  

7. It also has a provision for an incentive of up to ₹25000 for schools that have two medal-
winning students at the Khelo India school games at the national level.  

 
Samagra Shiksha:  
1. Samagra Shiksha is an integrated scheme for school education extending from pre-school to 

class XII to ensure inclusive and equitable quality education at all levels of school education.  
2. It subsumes the three Schemes of Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA), Rashtriya Madhyamik Shiksha 

Abhiyan (RMSA) and Teacher Education (TE).  
3. The main emphasis of the Scheme is on improving the quality of school education by 

focussing on the two T’s – Teacher and Technology.  
4. The scheme mainly aims to support States in the implementation of the Right of Children to 

Free and Compulsory Education (RTE) Act, 2009.  
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5. The Scheme is being implemented as a Centrally Sponsored Scheme. It involves a 60:40 split 

in funding between the Centre and most States.  
 

10. Open Network for Digital Commerce (ONDC) 
The Union Minister of Commerce & Industry chaired a meeting for the review of the Open 
Network for Digital Commerce (ONDC) initiative of Department for Promotion of Industry and 
Internal Trade (DPIIT).  
 
What is ONDC? 
Open Network for Digital Commerce 
christened ONDC is globally first-of-its-kind 
initiative that aims to democratise Digital 
Commerce, moving it from a platform-
centric model to an open-network. 
● As UPI is to the digital payment domain, 

ONDC is to e-commerce in India.  
● ONDC will enable, buyers and sellers to 

be digitally visible and transact through 
an open network, no matter what 
platform/application they use.  

● ONDC will empower merchants and 
consumers by breaking silos to form a 
single network to drive innovation and 
scale, transforming all businesses from retail goods, food to mobility.  

 
Aims and objectives: 
1. ONDC aims at promoting open networks developed on open-sourced methodology, using 

open specifications and open network protocols independent of any specific platform.  
2. ONDC is expected to digitize the entire value chain, standardize operations, promote 

inclusion of suppliers, derive efficiencies in logistics and enhance value for consumers. 
 

11. Gati Shakti infrastructure plan 
Announced by PM Modi on the eve of Independence day.  
 
Highlights the scheme:  
● Gati Shakti will be a National Infrastructure Master Plan for our country which will lay the 

foundation of holistic Infrastructure.  
● This scheme of more than 100 lakh crores rupees will result in new employment opportunities 

for lakhs of youth.  
● The plan will help raise the global profile of local manufacturers and help them compete with 

their counterparts worldwide.  
● It also raises possibilities of new future economic zones.  
 
The plan will give a major push to connectivity to major industrial clusters across the country. 
The Gati Shakti Master Plan will include existing projects of different ministries. 
 
Note: A similar plan, called the National Infrastructure Pipeline was previously announced.  
 

12. Vande Bharat Express 
The Indian Railways plans to operate 102 Vande Bharat trains 
by March 2024. 
 
About Vande Bharat Express: 
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● The Train18, later named Vande Bharat Express, was rolled out by the Integral Coach 

Factory, Chennai under the Indian government's Make in India initiative.  
● The train was launched on 15 February 2019. 
● It was showcased as India’s first semi high-speed train with an operational efficiency of 160 

kmph. 
● As of Aug 2021, the Indian Railways operates two Vande Bharat trains, 

onefrom Delhi to Varanasi and the other from Delhi to Katra. 
● Vande Bharat trains are self-propelled "engineless" train sets.  
● Its faster acceleration and deceleration results in reduced train travel time. 
● Some of its passenger friendly features include; European-style seats, diffused LED lighting, 

GPS-based infotainment systems, modular bio-toilets, fully sealed gangways for dust-free 
environment, centrally controlled entry/exit doors with sliding footsteps, divyang friendly 
toilet and automatic sliding cabin doors. 

 

13. NTPC commissions India’s largest floating solar project 
India’s largest floating solar photo voltaic (PV) project of 25 mega watt (MW) has been 
commissioned on the reservoir of its Simhadri thermal station in Visakhapatnam, Andhra Pradesh.  
● This is also the first solar project to be set up under the Flexibilisation Scheme, notified by 

the Government of India in 2018.  
● Once operational it is expected to minimize 46,000 tons of CO2 annually. It is also believed to 

conserve 1,364 million liters of water per annum.  
 
What Are The Advantages Of Floating Power Plants?  
● Floating solar plants have advantages over land-based systems and also promise “improved 

energy yield thanks to the cooling effects of water and the decreased presence of dust".  
● Other benefits: the water saving comes from reduced evaporation as solar panels cover the 

surface of a reservoir and absorb the rays of the sun while at the same time limiting “the 
evaporative effects of wind".  

 

14. Ministry of Cooperation 
A new ‘Ministry of Cooperation’ has been created for strengthening the cooperative movement 
in the country.  
 
Roles/Functions of the new ministry:  
1. Provide a separate administrative, legal and policy framework for strengthening the 

cooperative movement in the country.  
2. Help deepen cooperatives as a "true people-based movement reaching up to the grassroots".  
3. Streamline processes for ease of doing business’ for cooperatives and enable development of 

multi-state cooperatives (MSCS).  
 
What are cooperative societies?  
● A cooperative is an autonomous association of persons united voluntarily to meet their 

common economic, social and cultural needs and aspirations through a jointly-owned and 
democratically controlled.  

● The need for profitability is balanced by the needs of the members and the wider interest of 
the community.  

 
Provisions of Indian Constitution related to Cooperatives:  
● The Constitution (97th Amendment) Act, 2011 added a new Part IXB right after Part IXA 

(Municipals) regarding the cooperatives working in India.  
● The word “cooperatives” was added after “unions and associations” in Art. 19(1)(c) under 

Part III of the Constitution. This enables all the citizens to form cooperatives by giving it the 
status of fundamental right of citizens.  
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● A new Article 43B was added in the Directive Principles of State Policy (Part IV) regarding the 

“promotion of cooperative societies”.  
 
Support from the government:  
● The Government of India enacted the Multi-State Co-operative Societies Act in 2002 and 

National Policy for Cooperatives was also formulated in 2002 to provide support for 
promotion and development of cooperatives as autonomous, independent and democratic 
organizations.  

 

15. BharatNet project 
Union Cabinet has accorded approval for the revised implementation strategy of BharatNet 
through Public-Private Partnership (PPP) mode in 16 States of the country.  
The startegy includes:  
1. The government will provide Rs 19,041 crore as viability gap funding for the project.  
2. BharatNet will now extend up to all inhabited villages beyond the gram panchayats (GPs) in 

the said states.  
3. It includes creation, upgradation, operation, maintenance and utilisation of BharatNet by the 

concessionaire who will be selected by a competitive international bidding process.  
 
About BharatNet:  
1. BharatNet Project was originally launched in 2011 as the National Optical Fibre Network 

(NOFN) and renamed as Bharat-Net in 2015.  
2. It seeks to provide connectivity to 2.5 lakh Gram Panchayats (GPs) through optical fibre.  
3. It is a flagship mission implemented by Bharat Broadband Network Ltd. (BBNL).  
4. The objective is to facilitate the delivery of e-governance, e-health, e-education, e-banking, 

Internet and other services to rural India.  
 
The larger vision of the project is:  
● To establish a highly scalable network infrastructure accessible on a non-discriminatory basis.  
● To provide on demand, affordable broadband connectivity of 2 Mbps to 20 Mbps for all 

households and on demand capacity to all institutions.  
● To realise the vision of Digital India, in partnership with States and the private sector.  
 
Implementation:  
The project is a Centre-State collaborative project, with the States contributing free Rights of 
Way for establishing the Optical Fibre Network.  
The entire project is being funded by Universal service Obligation Fund (USOF), which was set up 
for improving telecom services in rural and remote areas of the country.  
 

16. PLI Scheme for Specialty Steel 
Union Cabinet approves Production-linked Incentive (PLI) Scheme for Specialty Steel.  
 
Highlights of the scheme:  
● The duration of the scheme is from 2023-24 to 2027-28 (five years).  
● It aims to boost the production of high-grade specialty steel in the country.  
● There are 3 slabs of PLI incentives under the scheme. The lowest being 4% and the highest is 

12%, which has been provided for electrical steel (CRGO).  
 
Coverage:  
The five categories of specialty steel that have been chosen in the PLI Scheme are: Coated/Plated 
Steel Products, High Strength/Wear-resistant Steel, Specialty Rails, Alloy Steel Products, and Steel 
wires, and Electrical Steel. 
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What is Specialty Steel?  
Specialty steel is value-added steel wherein normal finished steel is worked upon by way of 
coating, plating, heat treatment, etc. to convert it into high-value-added steel.  
● This steel can be used in various strategic applications like Defense, Space, Power, apart from 

the automobile sector, specialized capital goods among others.  
 
By becoming Atma Nirbhar in producing speciality steel, India will move up the steel value chain 
and come at par with advanced steel-making countries like Korea and Japan.  
 

17. Pradhan Mantri Jan Vikas Karyakaram (PMJVK) 
The Ministry of Minority Affairs is implementing the Pradhan Mantri Jan Vikas Karyakaram 
(PMJVK), in the identified Minority Concentration Areas (MCAs) of the country.   
 
About the PMJVK:  
The erstwhile Multi-sectoral Development Programme (MsDP) has been restructured and 
renamed as Pradhan Mantri Jan Vikas Karyakram for effective implementation since 2018.  
● It seeks to provide better socio-economic infrastructure facilities to the minority 

communities.  
 
Special focus by earmarking funds:  
1. 80% of the resources under the PMJVK would be earmarked for projects related to education, 

health and skill development.  
2. 33 to 40% of resources under the PMJVK would be specifically allocated for women centric 

projects.  
 
Beneficiaries of PMJVK:  
● As far as PMJVK is concerned, the communities notified as minority communities under 

Section 2 (c) of the National Commission for Minorities Act, 1992 would be taken as Minority 
Communities.  

● At present 6 (six) communities namely Muslims, Sikhs, Christians, Buddhists, Zoroastrians 
(Parsis) and Jains have been notified as Minority Communities.  

 

18. Indian Labour Conference (ILC) 
The Bharatiya Mazdoor Sangh has asked Prime Minister Narendra Modi to convene the Indian 
Labour Conference (ILC).  
● The most recent session of ILC was held in 2015, at the earliest.  
 
About ILC:  
● The Indian Labour Conference (ILC) is the apex level tripartite consultative committee in the 

Ministry of Labour & Employment to advise the Government on the issues concerning 
working class of the country.  

● All the 12 Central Trade Union Organisations, Central Organisations of employers, all State 
Governments and Union Territories and Central Ministries/Departments concerned with the 
agenda items, are the members of the ILC.  

● The first meeting of the Indian Labour Conference (then called Tripartite National Labour 
Conference) was held in 1942 and so far a total of 46 Sessions have been held.  

 
Significance:  
Indian Labour Conference discusses and deliberates on significant issues aimed at improving the 
welfare of the workers. Notable contributions have been emanated by this forum including the 
Minimum wage fixing methodology and standing orders for employment.  
 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://minorityaffairs.gov.in/pradhan-mantri-jan-vikas-karyakram-pmjvk
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2018/05/03/insights-daily-current-affairs-03-may-2018/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2018/05/03/insights-daily-current-affairs-03-may-2018/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/Minorities-in-India-.pdf
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2018/04/23/insights-daily-current-affairs-23-april-2018/
https://labour.gov.in/46th-session-indian-labour-conference
https://labour.gov.in/46th-session-indian-labour-conference


 

www.insightsonindia.com                                                          50                                                                      InsightsIAS 

INSTA PT 2021 EXCLUSIVE (UPDATED MODULE) 

NOTES 
19. Tele-Law programme 
Recently, the Justice Department commemorated the milestone of crossing 9 lakh beneficiaries 
under its Tele-Law programme through Common Service Centres.  
 
About Tele- Law Programme:  
Launched by the Ministry of Law and Justice in collaboration with the Ministry of Electronics and 
Information Technology (MeitY) in 2017 to address cases at pre–litigation stage.  
● It is a service that uses video conferencing facilities and telephone services to connect lawyers 

to litigants who need legal advice.  
● The concept of Tele-Law is to facilitate delivery of legal advice through a panel of lawyers 

stationed at the state Legal Services Authorities (SALSA) and CSC.  
● This service aims to reach out to the needy, especially the marginalized and disadvantaged.  
 
Benefits/significance:  
1. Tele Law service enables anyone to seek legal advice without wasting precious time and 

money.  
2. The service is free for those who are eligible for free legal Aid as mentioned under Section 12 

of the Legal Services Authority Act, 1987. For all others a nominal fee is charged.  
This initiative is in line with Sustainable Development Goal-16, which seeks to "Promote peaceful 
and inclusive societies for sustainable development, provide access to justice for all and build 
effective, accountable and inclusive institutions at all levels". 
 

20. SMILE Scheme 
The Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment has formulated this scheme for Support for 
Marginalized Individuals.  
 
About the scheme:  
● “SMILE stands for Support for Marginalized Individuals for Livelihood and Enterprise”.  
● Focus of the scheme is on rehabilitation, provision of medical facilities, counseling, basic 

documentation, education, skill development, economic linkages etc.  
● It includes sub scheme - ‘Central Sector Scheme for Comprehensive Rehabilitation of persons 

engaged in the act of Begging’.  
● The scheme would be implemented with the support of State/UT Governments/Local Urban 

Bodies, Voluntary Organizations, Community Based Organizations (CBOs), institutions and 
others.  

 

21. Mahila Kisan Sashaktikaran Pariyojana 
The government has said that under the schemes implemented by the Department of Agriculture 
and Farmers Welfare (DA&FW) at least 30 percent of the expenditure allocated for agricultural 
schemes is being incurred for women to bring them into mainstream agriculture. This mainly 
includes Mahila Kisan Sashaktikaran Pariyojana.  
 
About Mahila Kisan Sashaktikaran Pariyojana:  
● It was started in 2011.  
● The “Mahila Kisan Sashaktikaran Pariyojana” (MKSP) is a sub component of the Deendayal 

Antodaya Yojana-NRLM (DAY-NRLM).  
● It seeks to improve the present status of women in Agriculture, and to enhance the 

opportunities available to empower her.  
● MKSP recognizes the identity of “Mahila” as “Kisan” and strives to build the capacity of 

women in the domain of agro-ecologically sustainable practices.  
● Upto 60% (90% for North Eastern States) of the funding support for such projects is provided 

by the government.  
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The focus of MKSP is on:  
Capacitating smallholders to adopt sustainable climate resilient agro-ecology and eventually 
create a pool of skilled community professionals.   
 
Need for feminization of agriculture:  
Most of the women-headed households are not able to access extension services, farmers 
support institutions and production assets like seed, water, credit, subsidy etc. As agricultural 
workers, women are paid lower wages than men.  
 

22. NIPUN Bharat Programme 
Union Education Minister launches NIPUN Bharat Programme.  
 
About the Programme:  
● NIPUN stands for the National Initiative for Proficiency in Reading with Understanding and 

Numeracy.  
● The Programme is an initiative of the Ministry of Education.  
● It will be implemented by the Department of School Education and Literacy.  
● Target: It has been envisioned for ensuring that every child in the country necessarily attains 

foundational literacy and numeracy by the end of Grade 3, by 2026-27.  
● It will cover the learning needs of children in the age group of 3 to 9 years.  
 
Implementation:  
A five-tier implementation mechanism will be set up at the National- State- District- Block- 
School level in all States and UTs, under the aegis of the centrally sponsored scheme of Samagra 
Shiksha.  
 
Focus areas:  
1. The mission focuses on different domains of development like physical and motor 

development, socio-emotional development, literacy and numeracy development, cognitive 
development, life skills etc. for Holistic development of the child.  

2. It is envisaged to support and encourage students, along with their schools, teachers, 
parents, and communities, in every way possible, to help realise the true potential of children 
and propel the country to new heights.  

 
Key components and expected outcomes of NIPUN Bharat Mission:  
1. Foundational skills enable to keep children in class thereby reducing the dropouts and 

improve transition rate from primary to upper primary and secondary stages.  
2. Activity based learning and a conducive learning environment will improve the quality of 

education.  
3. Innovative pedagogies such as toy-based and experiential learning will be used in classroom 

transactions thereby making learning a joyful and engaging activity.  
4. Intensive capacity building of teachers will make them empowered and provide greater 

autonomy for choosing the pedagogy.  
 

23. Academic Bank of Credit 
The Government unveiled Academic Bank of Credit (ABC), under the National Education Policy 
(NEP) 2020. 
Academic Bank of Credit is envisaged as a digital bank that holds the credit earned by a student 
in any course. It is a major instrument for facilitating multidisciplinary and holistic education and 
multiple entry and exit in higher education. 
 
What is the Academic Bank of Credit (ABC)?  
Set-up by the University Grants Commission (UGC).  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://samagrashiksha.in/
http://samagrashiksha.in/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/07/30/new-education-policy/#:~:text=The%20aim%20of%20the%20National,high%2Dquality%20education%20to%20all.
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/07/30/new-education-policy/#:~:text=The%20aim%20of%20the%20National,high%2Dquality%20education%20to%20all.
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2018/07/07/2-the-move-to-close-down-the-present-higher-education-regulator-the-university-grants-commission-ugc-and-usher-in-the-higher-education-commission-of-india-heci-is-a-progressive-move-but-fraught/


 

www.insightsonindia.com                                                          52                                                                      InsightsIAS 

INSTA PT 2021 EXCLUSIVE (UPDATED MODULE) 

NOTES 
● Under the ABC, students will be given multiple entry and exit options.  
● This enables students to leave a degree or course and get a corresponding certification and 

rejoin studies after a certain time and be able to start from where they had left.  
● It will also provide students with the flexibility to move between institutes while pursuing one 

degree or leave a course.  
 
How does it work?  
ABC will keep records of the academic credits of a student. It will not accept any credit course 
document directly from the students for any course they might be pursuing, but only from higher 
education institutes, who will have to make deposits in students’ accounts.  
 
Benefits:  
ABC will help in credit verification, credit accumulation, credit transfer and redemption of 
students, and promotion of the students.  
 

24. Revamped Distribution Sector Scheme for better operations & financial 
sustainability of all DISCOMs 

The scheme was recently approved by the Union Cabinet.  
 
Highlights of the scheme:  
1. It is a reforms-based and results-linked scheme.  
2. It seeks to improve the operational efficiencies and financial sustainability of all 

DISCOMs/Power Departments excluding Private Sector DISCOMs.  
3. The scheme envisages the provision of conditional financial assistance to DISCOMs for 

strengthening supply infrastructure.  
4. The assistance will be based on meeting pre-qualifying criteria as well as upon the 

achievement of basic minimum benchmarks by the DISCOM.  
5. The scheme involves a compulsory smart metering ecosystem across the distribution 

sector—starting from electricity feeders to the consumer level, including in about 250 million 
households.  

6. Scheme also focuses on funding for feeder segregation for unsegregated feeders.  
7. The Scheme has a major focus on improving electricity supply for the farmers and for 

providing daytime electricity to them through solarization of agricultural feeders.  
 
Implementation:  
● Existing power sector reforms schemes such as Integrated Power Development Scheme, Deen 

Dayal Upadhyaya Gram Jyoti Yojana, and Pradhan Mantri Sahaj Bijli Har Ghar Yojana will be 
merged into this umbrella program.  

● Each state would have its own action plan for implementation of the scheme rather than a 
‘one-size-fits-all’ approach.  

● Nodal agencies for the scheme’s implementation are Rural Electrification Corporation (REC) 
Limited and Power Finance Corporation (PFC).  

 
Objectives of the scheme:  
1. Reduction of average aggregate technical and commercial loss to pan-India levels of 12-15% 

by 2024-25.  
2. Narrow the deficit between the cost of electricity and the price at which it is supplied to zero 

by 2024-25.  
3. Developing institutional capabilities for modern DISCOMs.  
4. Improvement in the quality, reliability, and affordability of power supply to consumers 

through a financially sustainable and operationally efficient distribution sector.  
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25. Strategic petroleum reserves (SPR) programme 
Two more commercial-cum-strategic facilities at Chandikhol and Padur of 6.5 MM storage 
capacity to be established under phase-2 of SPR Programme. M  
 
Background:  
Under Phase I of strategic petroleum reserves (SPR) programme, Government of India, through 
its Special Purpose Vehicle, Indian Strategic Petroleum Reserve Limited (ISPRL), has established 
petroleum storage facilities with total capacity of 5.33 Million Metric Tonnes (MMT) at 3 
locations, namely (i) Vishakhapatnam (ii) Mangaluru and (iii) Padur.  
 
About the SPR Programme:  
Strategic petroleum reserves are huge stockpiles of crude oil to deal with any crude oil-related 
crisis like the risk of supply disruption from natural disasters, war or other calamities.  
● The petroleum reserves are strategic in nature and the crude oil stored in these reserves will 

be used during an oil shortage event, as and when declared so by the Government of India.  
● The construction of the Strategic Crude Oil Storage facilities is being managed by Indian 

Strategic Petroleum Reserves Limited (ISPRL), a Special Purpose Vehicle, which is a wholly 
owned subsidiary of Oil Industry Development Board (OIDB) under the Ministry of Petroleum 
& Natural Gas.  
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International Relations 

 

1. Electronic visa (e-visa) 
The e-visa system is an innovation introduced by the government in 2014. The facility was 
expanded in 2017-2018.  
● The process has its roots in the 2010 Tourist Visa on Arrival (TVOA) scheme for Japan, 

Singapore, Finland, Luxembourg and New Zealand.  
● The government merged the TVOA with Electronic Travel Authorisation, thereby creating 

the e-visa.  
The Ministry of Home Affairs is the nodal ministry that issues visas to foreigners.  
 
Eligibility:  
An e-visa also called Electronic Visa is provided in five categories—tourist, business, conference, 
medical, and medical attendant.  
 
Exceptions:  
● The facility is not available for the citizens of Pakistan and they are expected to apply for 

regular visas from the Indian High Commission in Islamabad.  
● E-visas are not valid for foreign diplomats which are dealt separately.  
 

2. Greater Malé Connectivity Project (GMCP) 
Maldives government has officially signed an agreement with Mumbai-based company AFCONS, 
for the construction of the Greater Malé Connectivity Project (GMCP).  
 
About the project:  
● This infrastructure project is the 

largest-ever by India in the 
Maldives.  

● It involves the construction of a 
6.74-km-long bridge and 
causeway link that will connect 
the Maldives capital Malé with 
the neighbouring islands of 
Villingli, Gulhifalhu and 
Thilafushi.  

● This project was funded by India in a grant of $100 million, with a line of credit of $400 
million.  

 
The GMCP is not only the biggest project India is doing in the Maldives but also the biggest 
infrastructure project in the Maldives overall.  
 

3. India’s UNSC presidency 
India had assumed the rotating Presidency of the United Nations Security Council for the month 
of August 2021.  
● This was India's tenth tenure.  
● This was also India's first presidency in the UNSC during its 2021-22 tenure as a non-

permanent member of the UNSC.  
 
About Security Council Presidency:  
1. The presidency of the Council is held by each of the members in turn for one month, 

following the English alphabetical order of the Member States names.  
2. It rotates among the 15 member-states of the council monthly.  
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3. The head of the country's delegation is known as the President of the United Nations 

Security Council.  
4. The president serves to coordinate actions of the council, decide policy disputes, and 

sometimes functions as a diplomat or intermediary between conflicting groups.  
 
About UNSC is already covered in previous International Relations Module. 
 

4. UNCLOS (United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea) 
Adopted and signed in 1982. It became effective in the year 1994.  
It replaced the four Geneva Conventions of April, 1958, which respectively concerned the 
territorial sea and the contiguous zone, the continental shelf, the high seas, fishing and 
conservation of living resources on the high seas.  
● The Convention has become the legal framework for marine and maritime activities.  
● Also known as Law of the Sea, it divides marine areas into five main zones namely- Internal 

Waters, Territorial Sea, Contiguous Zone, Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) and the High Seas.  
● UNCLOS is the only international convention which stipulates a framework for state 

jurisdiction in maritime spaces. It provides a different legal status to different maritime 
zones.  

 
The Convention has created three new institutions on the international scene:  
1. The International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea.  
2. The International Seabed Authority.  
3. The Commission on the Limits of the Continental Shelf.  
 

5. UN Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA):  
• The UN Security Council extended for six months the mandate of the United Nations 

Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA), unanimously voting on a resolution that 
emphasises the importance of the establishment of an inclusive and representative 
government. 

• The 15-nation Council voted on the draft resolution that extended the mandate of UNAMA 
until March 17, 2022. 

  
What is UNAMA?  

• UNAMA was established on 28 March 2002 by United Nations Security Council Resolution 
1401.  

● It was basically established to assist the state and the people of Afghanistan in laying the 
foundations for sustainable peace and development.  

● Its original mandate was to support the implementation of the Bonn Agreement (December 
2001).  

● Reviewed annually, this mandate has been altered over time to reflect the needs of the 
country.  

• UNAMA is an integrated mission. This means that the Special Political Mission, all UN 
agencies, funds and programmes, work in a multidimensional and integrated manner to 
better assist Afghanistan according to nationally defined priorities.  

 
What is the Bonn Agreement?  
● Bonn was a closed-door negotiation; participants were isolated, outside contact was limited 

during the negotiations, and there was no publicity until after the agreement was signed.  
● The existing nominal head of state (Rabbani) was sidelined and did not participate, and the 

Taliban were completely excluded from the Bonn negotiations.  
● The United Nations and several other international actors played major roles in pushing the 

negotiations forward, and the Bonn Agreement was blessed by the U.N. Security Council.  
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The Bonn Agreement set an ambitious three-year political and administrative roadmap which 
was, by and large, followed:  
● The Emergency Loya Jirga (grand council) of June 2002 established the transitional 

administration, a new Constitution was ratified in early 2004, and presidential and 
parliamentary elections were held in 2004 and 2005.  

 
What are UN special political missions?  
The term 'Special Political Mission' encompasses entities that are not managed or directed by the 
Department of Political and Peacebuilding Affairs (DPPA) such as the Office of the Special 
Adviser on the Prevention of Genocide. 
 

6. Hazaras of Afghanistan:  
● Hazara is an ethnic group from Afghanistan.  
● They are believed to be descendants of the founder of the Mongol empire, Genghis Khan, 

and his army that overran the entire region during the 13th century.  
● Their distinct Asiatic features and use of a Persian dialect called Hazaragi also sets them 

apart from the rest of the country.  
 
Why in News?  
Their distinct Asiatic features and use of a Persian dialect called Hazaragi also sets them apart 
from the rest of the country.  
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Society 

 

1. Caste-based census 
The Government of India has decided as a matter of policy not to enumerate caste-wise 
populations other than SCs and STs in Census.  
 
How have caste details been collected so far?  
1. While SC/ST details are collected as part of the census, details of other castes are not 

collected by the enumerators. The main method is by self-declaration to the enumerator.  
2. So far, backward classes commissions in various States have been conducting their own 

counts to ascertain the population of backward castes.  
 
What kind of caste data is published in the Census?  
Every Census in independent India from 1951 to 2011 has published data on Scheduled Castes 
and Scheduled Tribes, but not on other castes. Before that, every Census until 1931 had data on 
caste.  
 
What is SECC 2011?  
The Socio-Economic Caste Census of 2011 was a major exercise to obtain data about the socio-
economic status of various communities.  
● It had two components: a survey of the rural and urban households and ranking of these 

households based on pre-set parameters, and a caste census.  
● However, only the details of the economic conditions of the people in rural and urban 

households were released. The caste data has not been released till now.  
● SECC 2011 was conducted by three separate authorities but under the overall coordination 

of Department of Rural Development in the Government of India.  
○ Census in Rural Area has been conducted by the Department of Rural Development 

(DoRD).  
○ Census in Urban areas is under the administrative jurisdiction of the Ministry of 

Housing and Urban Poverty Alleviation (MoHUPA).  
○ Caste Census is under the administrative control of Ministry of Home Affairs: Registrar 

General of India (RGI) and Census Commissioner of India. 
 
Difference between Census & SECC:  
● The Census provides a portrait of the Indian population, while the SECC is a tool to identify 

beneficiaries of state support.  
● Since the Census falls under the Census Act of 1948, all data are considered confidential, 

whereas all the personal information given in the SECC is open for use by Government 
departments to grant and/or restrict benefits to households.  

 

2. UN slams child marriages 
UN and other international efforts towards ending child marriages:  
1. 1979 Convention on the Elimination of Discrimination Against Women provides that the 

betrothal and marriage of a child shall have no legal effect.  
2. The 1964 Convention on Consent to Marriage, Minimum Age for Marriage and Registration 

of Marriages says that States Parties to the present Convention shall take legislative action to 
specify a minimum age for marriage.  

3. The right to ‘free and full’ consent to marriage is recognized in the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights.  

4. Although marriage is not mentioned directly in the Convention on the Rights of the Child, 
child marriage is linked to other rights – such as the right to freedom of expression, the right 
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to protection from all forms of abuse, and the right to be protected from harmful traditional 
practices.  

5. In 2016, UNICEF, together with UNFPA, launched the Global Programme to End Child 
Marriage.  

6. The elimination of child, early and forced marriage is now part of the Sustainable 
Development Goals under Target 5 - achieving gender equality and empowering all women 
and girls.  

 
Laws to prevent child marriages in India:  
1. The Child Marriage Restraint Act of 1929 to restrict the practice of child marriage. 
2. The Prohibition of Child Marriage Act, 2006 to address and fix the shortcomings of the Child 

Marriage Restraint Act.  
 

3. Exemption to disability quota rule 
• The Social Justice Ministry issued a notification saying that Section 34 of the Rights of Persons 

with Disabilities Act, 2016 , which provides for 4% reservation in jobs for PwD in government 
establishments, would not apply to all categories of posts of IPS, the Indian Railway 
Protection Force Service and the police forces of Delhi, Andaman and Nicobar Islands, 
Lakshadweep and Daman and Diu and Dadra and Nagar Haveli. 

• At the same time, the Ministry issued another notification making a distinction between 
combat and non-combat roles in the security forces. 

• The Ministry exempted all combat posts in the Border Security Force, the Central Reserve 
Police Force, the Central Industrial Security Force, the Indo-Tibetan Border Police, the 
Sashastra Seema Bal and the Assam Rifles from the non-discrimination and reservation 
provisions of the RPD Act. 

 
Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act, 2016 

• It replaced the 1995 Act. 

• It brought Indian law in line with the United National Convention on the Rights of Persons 
with Disabilities (UNCRPD), to which India is a signatory. 

• Disability has been defined based on an evolving and dynamic concept. 

• The types of disabilities have been increased from existing 7 to 21 and the Central 
Government will have the power to add more types of disabilities. 

• Speech and Language Disability and Specific Learning Disability have been added for the first 
time. 

• Acid Attack Victims have been included. 

• In addition, the Government has been authorized to notify any other category of specified 
disability. 

• The appropriate governments have been given the responsibility to take effective measures 
to ensure that the persons with disabilities enjoy their rights equally with others. 

• Every child with benchmark disability between the age group of 6 and 18 years shall have the 
right to free education. 

• Government funded educational institutions as well as the government recognized 
institutions will have to provide inclusive education to the children with disabilities. 

• It provides for penalties for offences committed against persons with disabilities and also 
violation of the provisions of the new law. 

 

4. Bacillus Calmette-Guerin (BCG) vaccination 
100 years has passed since the Bacillus Calmette–Guérin (BCG) vaccine was introduced to 
combat tuberculosis (TB) on 18 July, 1921. 
 
What is BCG Vaccine? 
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● Bacillus Calmette–Guérin (BCG) vaccine is primarily used against tuberculosis (TB). 
● BCG was developed by modifying a strain of Mycobacterium bovis (that causes TB in cattle). 

It was first used in humans in 1921. 
● Currently, BCG is the only licensed vaccine available for the prevention of TB.  
● It is the world’s most widely used vaccine with about 120 million doses every year and has an 

excellent safety record.  
● In India, BCG was first introduced in a limited scale in 1948 and became a part of the National 

TB Control Programme in 1962. 
● In children, BCG provides strong protection against severe forms of TB. This protective effect 

is far more variable in adolescents and adults, ranging from 0–80%.  
● BCG also protects against respiratory and bacterial infections of the newborns, and other 

mycobacterial diseases like leprosy and Buruli’s ulcer.  
● It is also used as an immunotherapy agent in cancer of the urinary bladder and malignant 

melanoma. 
 
Varying Efficacy of BCG 
● BCG works well in some geographic locations and not so well in others. Generally, the farther 

a country is from the equator, the higher is the efficacy.  
● It has a high efficacy in the UK, Norway, Sweden and Denmark; and little efficacy in countries 

on or near the equator like India, Kenya and Malawi, where the burden of TB is higher. These 
regions also have a higher prevalence of environmental mycobacteria. It is believed that 
these may interfere with the protective effect against TB. 

 

5. China is certified malaria-free by WHO 
● China is the first country in the WHO Western Pacific Region to be awarded a malaria-free 

certification in more than 3 decades.  
● Other countries in the region that have achieved this status include Australia (1981), 

Singapore (1982) and Brunei Darussalam (1987).  
● Globally, 40 countries and territories have been granted a malaria-free certification from 

WHO – including, most recently, El Salvador (2021), Algeria (2019).  
 
About Malaria is already covered in previous Society Module. 
 

6. Monkey B virus 
China has reported the first human infection case with Monkey B virus (BV).  
 
About Monkey B Virus:  
● First identified in 1932, the virus is learnt to have infected only 50 people till 2020, of which 

21 died.  
● It is an alphaherpesvirus enzootic in macaques of the genus Macaca.  
● B virus is the only identified old-world-monkey herpesvirus that displays severe 

pathogenicity in humans.  
● Currently, there are no vaccines that can protect against B virus infection.  
 
Transmission:  
The infection can be transmitted via direct contact and exchange of bodily secretions of monkeys.  
 
Symptoms:  
● Initially there are flu-like symptoms such as fever and chills, muscle ache, fatigue and 

headache.  
● Following this, an infected person may develop small blisters in the wound or area on the 

body that came in contact with the monkey.  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://www.who.int/news/item/16-07-2021-investing-in-new-tb-vaccines
https://www.who.int/
https://www.cdc.gov/herpesbvirus/index.html
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NOTES 
● Some other symptoms of the infection include shortness of breath, nausea and vomiting, 

abdominal pain and hiccups.  
● As the disease progresses, the virus spreads to and causes inflammation (swelling) of the 

brain and spinal cord, leading to neurologic and inflammatory symptoms such as pain, 
numbness, itching near the wound site; issues with muscle coordination.  

 

 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/

