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1. Polity 
 

1) Consider the following statements 
1. Gram Sabha is a body consisting of persons registered in the electoral rolls of a village comprised 
within the area of Panchayat at the village level. 
2. A person must be not less than 25 years of age to be chosen as a member of the legislative council. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
A person must be not less than 30 years of age to be chosen as a member of the legislative council. 
 
2) Consider the following statements. 

1. Parliament may, by law, regulate any matter relating to or connected with the election of a President 
or a Vice-President. 
2. All doubts and disputes arising out of the election of a President or Vice-President shall be inquired 
into and decided by the Election Commission of India whose decision shall be final. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
Solution: a) 

 
Article 71 of the Constitution provides that disputes arising out of the election of the President or Vice-
President shall be decided by the Supreme Court. The same article provides that matters relating to their 
election shall be regulated by a parliamentary law. 
 
3) What purposes does the constitution of a nation necessarily serve? 

1. It may allow better coordination in the nation amongst individuals. 
2. Specify who has the power to make decisions in a society. 
3. Set some limits on what a government can impose on its citizens. 
4. It allows people to ban autocracy and adopt democracy. 

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 1, 2, 4 
b) 1, 3, 4 
c) 1, 2, 3 
d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
Solution: c) 
 

The function of a constitution is to 
1. provide a set of basic rules that allow for minimal coordination amongst members of a society. 
2. specify who has the power to make decisions in a society. It decides how the government will be 
constituted. 
3. set some limits on what a government can impose on its citizens. These limits are fundamental in the sense 
that government may never trespass them. 
4. enable the government to fulfil the aspirations of a society and create conditions for a just society. 
5. ensure that a dominant group does not use its power against other less powerful people or groups. 
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Every society is prone to this tyranny of the majority. The Constitution usually contains rules that ensure that 
minorities are not excluded from anything that is routinely available to the majority. A constitution does not 
always specify for a democracy. Syrian constitution is an example. 
 
4) Consider the following statements about pro- tem speaker. 
 1. Article 180 (1) of the Constitution gives the Governor the power to appoint a pro-tem Speaker. 

2. Powers of the Speaker pro-tem are not co-extensive with the powers of elected Speaker. 
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
Article 180 (1) of the Constitution gives the Governor the power to appoint a pro-tem Speaker. The Article says 
that if the chair of the Speaker falls vacant and there is no Deputy Speaker to fill the position, the duties of the 
office shall be performed “by such member of the Assembly as the Governor may appoint for the purpose”. 
 
The powers of a pro-tem Speaker are wide. The Bombay High Court in its 1994 judgement in the Surendra 
Vassant Sirsat case holds that a pro-tem is Speaker of the House “for all purposes with all powers, privileges and 
immunities” until the Speaker is elected. 
The Odisha High Court also agreed in the Godavaris Misra versus Nandakisore Das, Speaker, Odisha Legislative 
Assembly case when it said the “powers of the Speaker pro-tem are co-extensive with the powers of elected 
Speaker”. 
 
5) Consider the following statements 

1. All high courts in India have a territorial jurisdiction confined to a single state. 
2. District Court assume the name of Sessions Courts when they deal with matters concerning 
criminal cases. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
Solution: b) 
 

All High courts in India have a territorial jurisdiction not confined to a single state. Union territories jurisdiction 
would come under different state’s high court. 
 

6) Consider the following statements regarding Fundamental Rights. 
1. Fundamental Rights protect citizens against the arbitrary and absolute exercise of power by the 
State. 
2. The Constitution guarantees the rights of the individual against the State but not against other 
individuals. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: a) 
 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/


INSTA STATIC QUIZ 

www.insightsonindia.com                                                           4                                                                         InsightsIAS 

Fundamental rights, protect citizens against the arbitrary and absolute exercise of power by the State.  
The Constitution of India guarantees the rights of the individual against the State as well as against other 
individuals. 
 
7) A parliamentary committee means a committee that: 

1. Is appointed or elected by the House 
2. Works under the direction of the Speaker / Chairman 
3. Has a secretariat provided by the Cabinet Secretary 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1, 2 
b) 1, 3 
c) 1, 2, 3 
d) 2, 3 
 
Solution: a) 

 
A parliamentary committee means a committee that: 
• Is appointed or elected by the House or nominated by the Speaker / Chairman 
• Works under the direction of the Speaker / Chairman 
• Presents its report to the House or to the Speaker / Chairman 
• Has a secretariat provided by the Lok Sabha / Rajya Sabha 
 
8) Consider the following statements regarding President’s Rule in India. 
 1. President’s Rule is imposed when the government of the state cannot be carried on in accordance 
with the provisions of the Constitution. 
 2. The imposition of the President’s rule is approved by the president and does not require the sanction 
of the Parliament. 
 3. A proclamation of President’s Rule may be revoked by the President at any time by a subsequent 
proclamation without parliamentary approval. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2, 3 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Article 356 of the Constitution of India gives President of India the power to suspend state government and 
impose President’s rule on any state in the country “if he is satisfied that a situation has arisen in which the 
government of the state cannot be carried on in accordance with the provisions of the Constitution”. 
Upon the imposition of this rule, there would be no Council of Ministers. The Vidhan Sabha is either dissolved or 
prorogued.  
 
The state will fall under the direct control of the Union government, and the Governor will continue to be head 
the proceedings, representing the President of India – who is the Head of the State. 
 
The imposition of the President’s rule requires the sanction of both the houses of Parliament. 
If approved, it can go on for a period of six months. However, the imposition cannot be extended for more than 
three years, and needs to be brought before the two houses every six months for approval. 
 
A proclamation of President’s Rule may be revoked by the President at any time by a subsequent 
proclamation. Such a proclamation does not require parliamentary approval. 
 
9) Consider the following statements regarding Pardoning powers of President. 
 1. The power of pardon shall be exercised by the President on the advice of Council of Ministers. 
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 2. The President can exercise these powers in all cases where the punishment or sentence is for an 
offence against any law relating to a matter to which the executive power of the Union extends. 
 3. The original constitution has provided a small window for judicial review of the pardon powers of 
President for the purpose of ruling out any arbitrariness. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 3 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
The President can exercise these powers: 

• In all cases where the punishment or sentence is by a court martial; 

• In all cases where the punishment or sentence is for an offence against any law relating to a matter to 
which the executive power of the Union extends; 

• In all cases where the sentence is a sentence of death. 
 
This power of pardon shall be exercised by the President on the advice of Council of Ministers. 
The constitution does not provide for any mechanism to question the legality of decisions of President or 
governors exercising mercy jurisdiction. 
 
But the SC in Epuru Sudhakar case has given a small window for judicial review of the pardon powers of 
President and governors for the purpose of ruling out any arbitrariness. 
 
10) Article 310 and Article 311 of the constitution, sometimes seen in news, are concerned with  

a) Instruction in Mother tongue  
b) Election to Rajya Sabha  
c) President’s power of pardoning  
d) Service conditions of Civil Services  
 
Solution: d) 
 

A310 essentially conveys that civil servants of the Union hold office during the pleasure of the President, and 
those at the state at the pleasure of the Governor.  
A311 conveys that they cannot be removed by an authority subordinate to the one that appointed them, and 
that due inquiry must be conducted where they are allowed to hear charges against them and defend 
themselves appropriately.  
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2. Geography 
 

1) Consider the following statements. 
 1. Waves are actually the water which moves across the ocean surface. 
 2. Wind provides energy to the waves. 
 3. The largest waves are found in the open oceans. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2 only 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Waves are actually the energy, not the water as such, which moves across the ocean surface. Water particles 
only travel in a small circle as a wave passes. Wind provides energy to the waves. Wind causes waves to travel 
in the ocean and the energy is released on shorelines. The motion of the surface water seldom affects the 
stagnant deep bottom water of the oceans. As a wave approaches the beach, it slows down. This is due to the 
friction occurring between the dynamic water and the sea floor. And, when the depth of water is less than half 
the wavelength of the wave, the wave breaks. The largest waves are found in the open oceans. Waves continue 
to grow larger as they move and absorb energy from the wind. 
 
2) Which of the following is/are cold ocean currents? 
 1. Kuroshio Current 
 2. Labrador Current 
 3. Agulhas current 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2 only 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
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3) Consider the following statements regarding Ionosphere. 
 1. Here, temperature starts decreasing with increasing height. 
 2. Radio waves transmitted from the earth are reflected back to the earth by this layer. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
The ionosphere is located between 80 and 400 km above the mesopause. It contains electrically charged 
particles known as ions, and hence, it is known as ionosphere.  
Radio waves transmitted from the earth are reflected back to the earth by this layer. Temperature here starts 
increasing with height. 
 
4) At present, which of the following continent has the highest rate of population growth? 

a) Asia 
b) South America 
c) North America 
d) Africa 
 
Solution: d) 

 
Africa has the highest population growth rate. 
 
5) Which of the following are the examples of footloose industries? 
 1. Mobile manufacturing 
 2. Diamond processing 
 3. Iron and Steel Industry  
 4. Computer chips industries 
 5. Cement industry 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 
 b) 1, 2, 4 
 c) 3, 5 
 d) 2, 3, 5 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
Footloose industry is a general term for an industry that can be placed and located at any location without effect 
from factors of production such as resources, land, labour, and capital. 
These industries often have spatially fixed costs, which means that the costs of the products do not change 
despite where the product is assembled. Diamonds, computer chips, and mobile manufacturing are some 
examples of footloose industries.  
Non-footloose industries generally require raw material availability within a time limit to make products. Sugar 
industry, jute industry and tea industry are the examples of non-footloose industries. 
 
Location of Cotton textiles, Cement industry and, Iron and Steel industries largely depend upon location of the 
raw materials. Thus, cannot be considered under the category of the Footloose industries.  
 
6) Consider the following statements regarding Mangroves. 
 1. Mangroves are very specialised forest ecosystems of tropical and subtropical regions bordering certain sea 
coasts. 
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 2. They stabilise the shoreline and act as bulwark against encroachments by the sea. 
 3. They do not grow in low-oxygen soil.  
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
Mangroves are a group of trees and shrubs, sustaining in the coastal regions of the planet. These trees grow in 
low-oxygen soil with slow-moving water.  
 
These ecosystems of tropical and subtropical inter-tidal regions bordering the sheltered sea coasts and estuaries, they 
stabilize the shoreline and act as a bulwark against encroachments by the sea.  
 
7) Which of the following factor is responsible for the change in the regular direction of the ocean currents in the Indian 

Ocean? 
 a) Indian Ocean is a land locked ocean 
 b) Indian Ocean has greater variation and salinity 
 c) Indian Ocean has monsoon drift 
 d) Indian Ocean is half an ocean 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
The currents in the northern portion of the Indian Ocean change their direction from season to season in 
response to the seasonal rhythm of the monsoons. The effect of winds is comparatively more pronounced in 
the Indian Ocean. 
 
8) Consider the following statements regarding Roaring Forties. 
 1. They blow uninterrupted in the northern and southern hemispheres. 
 2. In Southern hemisphere they blow from west-to-east due to the combination of air being displaced 
from the Equator towards the South Pole and the Earth's rotation. 
 3. They blow with great strength and constancy. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 2 only 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
The Roaring Forties are strong westerly winds found in the Southern Hemisphere, generally between 
the latitudes of 40°S and 50°S. The strong west-to-east air currents are caused by the combination of air being 
displaced from the Equator towards the South Pole, the Earth's rotation, and the scarcity of landmasses to serve 
as windbreaks at those latitudes. 
 
The boundaries of the Roaring Forties are not consistent: The wind-stream shifts north or south depending on 
the season. 
 
Similar but even stronger conditions that occur at more southerly latitudes are called the Furious Fifties and 
the Shrieking or Screaming Sixties. 
 
9) Consider the following statements.  

1. Tides are of great help in navigation and fishing. 
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 2. Tides cause heavy siltation in the harbours. 
 3. Kandla Port and Kolkata port are tidal ports in India. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 c) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
Tides move water in and out and this helps in better fishing.  
During high tide water rushes into harbours. High tides makes the sea water rush into the mouth of the river. This helps 
big ships to enter or exit harbour safely. 
Tides take away the terrigenous material bought by the rivers at the river harbours and prevents siltation. 
Kandla Port and Kolkata port are tidal ports. 
 
10) Places in the mountains are usually cooler than places on the plains due to the presence of 

a) Thin air on the mountains 
b) Moisture-laden winds on the mountains 
c) Leeward wind flow on the mountains 
d) None of the above 
 
Solution: a) 

 
• Density of air reduces with altitude, and so it is its ability to transfer the heat that the earth receives from the 
Sun. 
• The atmosphere is not directly heated by the Sun, but by the air that is in contact with the earth. 
• So, thin air reduces the warming potential in the mountains. Temperatures decline with gain in altitude. 
• For example, Agra and Darjeeling are located on the same latitude, but temperature of January 
in Agra is 16°C whereas it is only 4°C in Darjeeling. 
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3. Economy 
 

1) Consider the following statements. 
 1. Public debt is the total liabilities of the central government contracted against the Consolidated Fund 
of India. 
 2. The debt-to-GDP ratio indicates how likely the country can pay off its debt. 
 3. The NK Singh Committee on FRBM had envisaged a debt-to-GDP ratio of 40 per cent for both the 
central government and State Governments.  
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 2 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
Public debt is the total liabilities of the central government contracted against the Consolidated Fund of India. 
It is further classified into internal & external debt. Internal debt is categorised into marketable and non-
marketable securities. 
 
Marketable government securities include G-secs and T-Bills issued through auction. Non-marketable securities 
include intermediate treasury bills issued to state government's, special securities issued to national Small 
Savings Fund among others. 
 
The debt-to-GDP ratio indicates how likely the country can pay off its debt. Investors often look at the debt-to-
GDP metric to assess the government's ability of finance its debt. Higher debt-to-GDP ratios have fuelled 
economic crises worldwide. 
 
The NK Singh Committee on FRBM had envisaged a debt-to-GDP ratio of 40 per cent for the central 
government and 20 per cent for states aiming for a total of 60 per cent general government debt-to-GDP. 
 
Source 
 
2) Which of the following affect the building up or depletion of India’s forex reserves? 
 1. Foreign Portfolio Investment  
 2. Overseas remittances 
 3. Trade balance  
Select the correct answer code:  

a) 2 only 
b) 1, 2  
c) 1, 3  
d) 1, 2, 3   
 
Solution: d)  

 
A balance of payments (BOP) surplus results in accretion of forex reserves.  
Bop surplus is more probable when there is positive trade balance, higher remittances or high FPI. BoP deficit 
(and hence drain of forex) is more likely when there is trade deficit, FPI outflows and reduction in the receipt of 
remittances.  
 
3) Countervailing duty is imposed on imports to   
 1. Counter the impact of import subsidies on domestic producers. 
 2. Raise the price of goods that were ‘dumped’ by sellers abroad in domestic market. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
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a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2  
d) None of the above  
 
Solution: a) 

 
Duties that are imposed in order to counter the negative impact of import subsidies to protect domestic 
producers are called countervailing duties. 
Therefore, countervailing duty is a customs duty on goods that have received government subsidies in the 
originating or exporting country.  
 
An anti-dumping duty (ADD) is a protectionist tariff that a domestic government imposes on foreign imports 
that it believes are priced below fair market value. Dumping is a process wherein a company exports a product 
at a price that is significantly lower than the price it normally charges in its home (or its domestic) market. 
 
It is possible to have both ADD and countervailing duty on a product, but they are different duties.  
ADD is chargeable in addition to, and independent of, any other duty to which the imported goods are liable. 
 
4) Which of these combinations of macroeconomic situations is most suitable for attracting investment? 

a) Low and stable inflation, high GDP growth, low current account deficit and low fiscal deficit 
b) Low and stable inflation, low GDP growth, very high current account deficit and high fiscal deficit 
c) High and volatile inflation, low GDP growth, low current account deficit and high fiscal deficit 
d) High and volatile inflation, high GDP growth, high current account deficit and low fiscal deficit 
 
Solution: a) 

 
High and volatile inflation: is not a good investment condition since firms will incur increasing costs and will be 
unsure about their profitability. 
High CAD: is not good because it creates external imbalances and there is always a chance of BoP crisis. 
High fiscal deficit: is not preferred since it crowds out private investments by increasing the interest rates in the 
market.  
High GDP growth is preferred because it gives investors better returns on their investment. 
 
5) Which one among the following is not a provision under the framework of the World Trade Organization? 

a) Most favoured nation (MFN) clause 
b) Anti-dumping and export subsidies 
c) Providing financial support to the countries having deficit balance of payments 
d) Reduction of trade barriers within regional groupings 
 
Solution: c) 

 
Most favoured nation (MFN) clause ensures non-discrimination between WTO member states in matters of 
trade. 
 
Anti-dumping and export subsidies are related to trade measures and trade protection that come under WTO.   
 
Providing financial support to the countries having deficit balance of payments comes within the ambit of 
IMF.  
 
Reduction of trade barriers within regional groupings comes under the Regional trade agreements under WTO.  
 

6) A shortage of investible capital in an economy can result from 
1. Very high and erratic inflation  
2. Low savings 
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3. High Savings 
Select the correct answer code: 

a) 1 only 
b) 1, 3 
c) 1, 2 
d) None of the above 
 
Solution: c) 

 
• High and erratic inflation deters investors from making investment decisions because real returns on 
investments are uncertain. 
• Savings forms the base of the money that is borrowed for infrastructure building in the economy. Low savings 
and high demand of capital lead to high borrowing costs and deter investors. 
 
7) Consider the following statements about International Finance Corporation (IFC) 
 1. It is a sister organization of the IMF. 
 2. It is the largest global development institution focused exclusively on the private sector in developing 
countries. 
 3. Its goals are to increase sustainable agriculture opportunities, improve healthcare and education. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
IFC—a sister organization of the World Bank and member of the World Bank Group—is the largest global 
development institution focused exclusively on the private sector in developing countries. The Bank Group has 
set two goals for the world to achieve by 2030: end extreme poverty and promote shared prosperity in every 
country. 
 
The IFC is owned and governed by its member countries, but has its own executive leadership and staff that 
conduct its normal business operations. 
It is a corporation whose shareholders are member governments that provide paid-in capital and which have the 
right to vote on its matters. 
 
Functions: 

• It offers an array of debt and equity financing services and helps companies face their risk exposures, while 
refraining from participating in a management capacity. 

• The corporation also offers advice to companies on making decisions, evaluating their impact on the 
environment and society, and being responsible. 

• It advises governments on building infrastructure and partnerships to further support private sector 
development. 

 
Since 2009, the IFC has focused on a set of development goals that its projects are expected to target. Its goals 
are to increase sustainable agriculture opportunities, improve healthcare and education, increase access to 
financing for microfinance and business clients, advance infrastructure, help small businesses grow revenues, 
and invest in climate health. 
 
8) In the annual budget documents of the Government of India, ‘Primary Deficit’ refers to 

a) Difference between revenue deficit of the current year and grants for capital creation 
b) Difference between fiscal deficit of the current year and interest payments on the previous 
borrowings 
c) Difference between budgetary deficit and capital deficit of the present financial year 
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d) Difference between revenue deficit of the present financial year and grants to states and local bodies 
 

Solution: b) 
 

• Primary Deficit: We must note that the borrowing requirement of the government includes interest obligations 
on accumulated debt. To obtain an estimate of borrowing on account of current expenditures exceeding 
revenues, we need to calculate what has been called the primary deficit. It is simply the fiscal 
deficit minus the interest payments. 
• Gross primary deficit = Gross fiscal deficit – net interest liabilities 
• Net interest liabilities consist of interest payments minus interest receipts by the government on net domestic 
lending. 
 
9) Non-performing Assets (NPAs) are loans made by a bank or finance company on which repayments or 

interest payments are not being made on time. How do high NPAs affect the Banks in India? 
 1. Banks tend to lower the interest rates on deposits 
 2. Adds to risk weighted assets  
 3. Results in lesser interest income 
Select the correct answer code 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3  
 
 Solution: d) 
 
In the light of high NPAs, Banks tend to lower the interest rates on deposits on one hand and likely to levy 
higher interest rates on advances. 
 
As per Basel norms, banks are required to maintain adequate capital on risk-weighted assets on an ongoing 
basis. Every increase in NPA level adds to risk weighted assets which warrant the banks to shore up their capital 
base further. 
 
The increased NPAs put pressure on recycling of funds and reduces the ability of banks for lending more and 
thus results in lesser interest income. 
 
10) Consider the following statements regarding “crowding out" effect. 
 1. Crowding out effect refers to how increased government spending, for which it must borrow more 
money, tends to reduce private spending.  
 2. This also impacts interest rates in the economy. 
 3. A high magnitude of the crowding out effect may even lead to lesser income in the economy. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2, 3 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
“Crowding out" effect refers to how increased government spending, for which it must borrow more money, 
tends to reduce private spending. This happens because when the government takes up the lion’s share of 
funds available in the banking system, less of it is left for private borrowers. This also impacts interest rates in 
the economy. 
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Sometimes, government adopts an expansionary fiscal policy stance and increases its spending to boost the 
economic activity. This leads to an increase in interest rates. Increased interest rates affect private investment 
decisions. A high magnitude of the crowding out effect may even lead to lesser income in the economy. 
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4. Art and Culture 
 

1) Which of the following pairs are correctly matched? 
 a) The Kushanas – Gandhara School of Art 
 b) The Indus Valley Civilization - Painted Grey Ware 
 c) The Marathas – Pahari School of Painting 
 d) The Mughals – Ajanta Painting 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
Gandhara style of art which is heavily influenced by the classical Greek and Hellenistic styles, Gandhara attained 
its height from the 1st century to the 5th century CE under the Kushan Empire. 
 
The Painted Grey Ware Culture probably corresponds to the middle and late Vedic period, i.e., the Kuru-
Panchala kingdom, the first large state in the Indian subcontinent after the decline of the Indus Valley 
Civilization. 
 
Pahari painting grew out of the Mughal painting. 
 
Ajanta Painting belong to the Gupta period. 
 
2) The 1000-year old heritage art – the Monpa Handmade Paper mainly belongs to  
 a) Assam 
 b) Arunachal Pradesh 
 c) Himachal Pradesh 
 d) Manipur 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
The 1000-year old heritage art – the Monpa Handmade Paper of Arunachal Pradesh – which was driven to the 
extinction, has come to life once again, with the committed efforts of Khadi and Village Industries Commission 
(KVIC). 
 
The art of making Monpa handmade paper originated over 1000 years ago. Gradually the art became an integral 
part of local custom and culture in Tawang in Arunachal Pradesh. 
 
The Monpa handmade paper, will be made from the bark of a local tree called Shugu Sheng, which has medicinal 
values too. 
 
3) Consider the following statements regarding Putul Nautch. 
 1. It is a traditional string puppet form of West Bengal. 
 2. The puppets are about 3 to 4 feet in height and are costumed like the actors of Jatra. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
The traditional rod puppet form of West Bengal is known as Putul Nautch. They are carved from wood and 
follow the various artistic styles of a particular region. In Nadia district of West Bengal, rod-puppets used to be 
of human size like the Bunraku puppets of Japan. This form is now almost extinct. The Bengal rod-puppets, 
which survive are about 3 to 4 feet in height and are costumed like the actors of Jatra, a traditional theatre 
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form prevalent in the State. These puppets have mostly three joints. The heads, supported by the main rod, is 
joined at the neck and both hands attached to rods are joined at the shoulders. 
 

 
 
4) Consider the following statements regarding Odissi Dance. 

1. Odissi is a highly stylised dance and does not follow the tenets laid down by the Natya Shastra. 
 2. For centuries maharis were the chief repositories of this dance. 

3. The techniques of movement are built around the two basic postures of the Chowk and the 
Tribhanga. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 3 only 
 b) 2, 3 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
Odisha, on the eastern sea coast, is the home of Odissi, one of the many forms of Indian classical dance. 
Sensuous and lyrical, Odissi is a dance of love and passion touching on the divine and the human, the sublime 
and the mundane. 
 
For centuries maharis were the chief repositories of this dance. The maharis, who were originally temple 
dancers came to be employed in royal courts which resulted in the degeneration of the art form.  
 
Odissi is a highly stylised dance and to some extent is based on the classical Natya Shastra and the Abhinaya 
Darpana. In fact, it has derived a great deal from the Abhinaya Darpana Prakasha by  
Jadunatha Sinha, the Abhinaya Chandrika by Rajmani Patra, and the Abhinaya Chandrika by  
Maheshwara Mahapatra.  
 
Odissi closely follows the tenets laid down by the Natya Shastra. Facial expressions, hand gestures and body 
movements are used to suggest a certain feeling, an emotion or one of the nine rasas. Odissi closely follows the 
tenets laid down by the Natya Shastra.  
 
The techniques of movement are built around the two basic postures of the Chowk and the Tribhanga. The 
chowk is a position imitating a square – a very masculine stance with the weight of the body equally balanced. 
The tribhanga is a very feminine stance where the body is deflected at the neck, torso and the knees. 
 
5) Which of the following temples do have ‘Nagara Style of Architecture’? 

1. Modhera Sun temple  
2. Sun Temple at Konark  
3. Kandariya Mahadeva temple 
4. Ladkhan temple at Aihole 

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 1, 2 
b) 1, 2, 3 
c) 3, 4 
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d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
Solution: b) 

 
• Ladkhan temple at Aihole have Vesara style of architecture. 
 

6) Consider the following statements regarding Tholpavakkoothu. 
 1. Tholpavakkoothu also called as shadow puppetry, is a traditional temple art in Kerala. 
 2. It narrates the tales from the Ramayana. 
 3. Speciality of Tholpavakkoothu is the complete absence of any instruments in the performance. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
Tholpavakkoothu  
● It is also called as shadow puppetry, Nizhalkkoothu and Olakkoothu.  
● It is a traditional temple art in Kerala having its roots in Palakkad and neighbouring regions.  
● It used to be performed in the Bhadrakali temples of Palakkad, telling tales from the Ramayana.  
● Accompanying instruments include Ezhupara, Chenda and Maddalam.  
● The artists have to undergo several years of rigorous training to master this art form.  
● The puppetry is staged on a special structure in temple premises called Koothumadam.  
 
7) Consider the following statements regarding Kalarippayattu. 
 1. Kalaripayattu is a Martial art which originated as a style in Kerala during 3nd century BC. 
 2. The word kalari appears in Sangam literature. 
 3. Kalaripayattu techniques include a combination of Chuvatu and Vadivu. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
Kalarippayattu  
● Kalaripayattu is a Martial art which originated as a style in Kerala during 3nd century BC to the 2nd century 
AD.  
● The word kalari first appears in Sangam literature to describe both a battlefield and combat arena.  
● It is also considered to be one of the oldest fighting systems in existence.  
● It is now practiced in Kerala, in contiguous parts of Tamil Nadu.  
● Kalaripayattu techniques include a combination of steps (Chuvatu) and postures (Vadivu). Chuvatu literally 
means ‘steps’, the basic steps of the martial arts. Vadivu literally means ‘postures’ or stances are the basic 
characteristics of Kalaripayattu training. Named after animals, they are usually eight in number.  
 
8) Consider the following pairs of folk dances with the associated community 
  Folk Dance  Community 
 1. Bizu dance  : Lusai woman  
 2. Bamboo Dance : Mizos 
 3. Cheraw dance  Chakma community 
 Which of the above pairs are correctly matched? 
 a) 1, 2 
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 b) 2, 3 
 c) 2 only 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
‘Bizu’ dances performed the Chakma community denoting the end of the Bengali calendar year; ‘Hai Hak’ 
dances of the Halams and the Cheraw dance related with the confinement of Lusai woman. 
 
‘Basanta Raas’ is the enchanting dance of the Hindu Manipuris, residing in Tripura. Bamboo Dance is the most 
colourful and distinct dance of the Mizos. 
 
9) Consider the following pairs of folk music with their associated state. 
  Folk Music   State 
 1. Lavani   : Maharashtra 
 2. Naatupura Paadalgal  : Tamil Nadu 
 3. Rabindra Sangeet  : West Bengal 
Which of the above pairs are correctly matched? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
Lavani is a popular folk music of Maharashtra and was originally performed to entertain the soldiers. The song is 
usually performed by womenfolk and it conveys information pertaining to society and politics. 
 
Rabindra Sangeet also known as Tagore Songs, Rabindra Sangeet is a set of folk songs, written and  
composed by eminent poet Rabindranath Tagore. Tagore wrote over 2,230 songs during his lifetime, all of which 
are sung during festivals and other rituals in West Bengal. 
 
Naatupura Paadalgal is an ancient musical form of Tamil Nadu. Though folk music is fast disappearing in the 
state of Tamil Nadu due to the prominence given to Carnatic music, Naatupura Paadalgal remains quite 
important in the state. 
 
10) Consider the following pairs 

Vedangas   Description 
1. Nirukta  : Metrics in Sanskrit Grammar 
2. Chhanda  : Etymology or the origin of the words 
3. Jyotisya  : Grammar  

Which of the above pairs is/are incorrectly matched? 
a) 1, 2, 3 
b) 1 only 
c) 1, 3 
d) 2, 3 
 
Solution: a) 
 

To understand the Vedas better, it is necessary to study the Vedangas or the branches/limbs of the Veda. They 
are like a supplement to the original Veda and concentrate on topics like siksha (education), nirukta (etymology 
or the origin of words), Chhanda (metrics in Sanskrit grammer), jyotisha (astronomy) and vyakarana 
(grammar). 
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5. History 
 

1) Who among the following social reformers published the journal ‘Kudi Arasu’? 
a) C.N. Mudaliar 
b) Sri Narayan Guru 
c) E.V. Ramaswamy Naicker 
d) C.V. Raman Pillai 
 
Solution: c) 
 

E.V. Ramaswamy Naicker popularly known as Periyar, was an Indian social activist, and politician who started 
the Self-Respect Movement and Dravidar Kazhagam.  
Kudi Arasu, which translates into Republic in English, was a Tamil weekly magazine published by Periyar E. V. 
Ramasamy Naicker to propogate his ideas. 
 
2) Consider the following statements regarding education of women in the colonial era.   

1. The Christian missionaries were the first to set up the Calcutta Female Juvenile Society in India in 
colonial period.   

 2. The Bethune School laid stress on women’s education. 
3. Charles Wood’s Despatch on Education (1854) laid great stress on the need for female education.  

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
The Bethune School founded by J.E.D. Bethune, president of the council of Education in Calcutta in 1849 was the 
first fruit of the powerful movement for women’s education that arose in the 1840s and 1850s.  
In 1914, the Women’s Medical Service did a lot of work in training nurses and mid-wives. The Indian Women’s 
University started by Professor Karve in 1916 was one of the outstanding institutions imparting education to 
women.  
In the same year Lady Hardinge Medical College was opened in Delhi. 
 
Sir Charles Wood, played an important role in spreading English learning and female education in India 
 
3) What was the purpose behind the setting up of ‘Shore Committee’? 

a) To suggest measures for improving the relationship with Princely states.  
b) To inquire the Jallianawalabagh Massacre 
c) To review the Rowlatt Act 
d) To assist the passengers of the Komagata Maru with food, provisions and legal challenges. 

 
Solution: d) 

 
The Komagata Maru incident involved the Japanese steamship Komagata Maru, on which a group of citizens of 
the British Raj attempted to emigrate to Canada in 1914, but were denied entry and forced to return to Caluctta. 
Shore Committee was an organization set up by the local Indian community to assist the passengers of the 
Komagata Maru with food, provisions and legal challenges. 
 
4) The Karachi Session of the Indian National Congress is famously known for 
 1. Adopting the Nehru report 
 2. A concrete Fundamental Rights and Economic Programme 
 3. Endorsing the Gandhi Irwin Pact  
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Select the correct answer using the codes below.  
a) 1, 2  
b) 2, 3  
c) 3 only 
d) 2 only 
 
Solution: b) 

 
The Gandhi Irwin Pact was endorsed by the Congress in the Karachi Session of 1931. 
 
The Karachi session was presided by Sardar Patel. The congress adopted a resolution on Fundamental Rights 
and Economic Policy which represented the Party’s Social, Economic and Political programme. It was later 
known as Karachi Resolution. 
 
Some important aspects of these resolutions were:  

• Basic civil rights of freedom of speech, Freedom of Press, Freedom of assembly, Freedom of association, 
Equality before law  

• Elections on the basis of Universal Adult Franchise  

• Free and compulsory primary education 

• Substantial reduction in rent and taxes  

• Better conditions for workers including a living wage, limited hours of work 

• Protection of women and peasants Government ownership or control of key industries, mines, and 
transport 

• Protection of Minorities.   
 
5) Lee Commission, body appointed by the British government in 1923 considered  

a) land, tax and famine related reforms  
b) ethnic composition of the superior Indian public services 
c) education in public universities of British India 
d) interpretation of the traditional law texts vis-à-vis the European legal texts 
  
Solution: b)  
 

Lee Commission, body appointed by the British government in 1923 to consider the ethnic composition of the 
superior Indian public services of the government of India. The chairman was Lord Lee of Fareham, and there 
were equal numbers of Indian and British members.  
 
The Lee Commission proposed in 1924 that 40 percent of future entrants should be British, 40 percent Indians 
directly recruited, and 20 percent Indians promoted from the provincial service. By the date of independence in 
1947, more than half the service of about 1,000 members were Indians, many with long experience and holding 
high positions. 
 
6) Consider the following statements regarding Treaty of Salbai. 
 1. Treaty of Salbai was signed between the Marathas and the British East India Company. 
 2. Raghunath Rao was freed and a pension was fixed for him. 
 3. British East India Company got the control of the Salsette. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 
b) 2, 3 
c) 3 only 
d) 1, 2, 3 
 
Solution: d) 

 
Treaty of Salbai was signed between the Marathas and the British East India Company. As per this treaty: 
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• British acknowledged Madhavrao II Narayan as Peshwa of the Maratha Empire 
• British Recognized the Territorial claims of Mahadji Shinde in west of Yamuna River. 
• Raghunath Rao was freed and a pension was fixed for them. 
• British East India Company got the control of the Salsette. 
• British promised to support Marathas in case they attack Hyder Ali of Mysore and retake the territories of 
Carnatic. 
• In summary, the Treaty of Salbai which was the outcome of the First Anglo Maratha war maintained the status 
quo. 
• Gujarat was restored to the Marathas; and only Salsette, with Elephanta and two other small islands in 
Bombay harbor was retained by the English. 
 
7) Consider the following statements regarding Radicals during British rule in India. 
 1. They advocated the introduction of modern western science, philosophy and literature. 
 2. Raja Rammohan Roy and other like-minded reformers opposed Radical school of thought. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
Radicals 
• They went beyond the narrow criticism and imperialistic outlook of the Conservatives and the Imperialists and 
applied advanced humanistic and rational thought to the Indian situation. They thought that India had the 
capacity to improve and that they must help the country do that. 
• They wanted to make India a part of the modern progressive world of science and humanism and therefore 
advocated the introduction of modern western science, philosophy and literature. Some of the British officials 
who came to India after 1820 were Radicals. They were strongly supported by Raja Rammohan Roy and other 
like-minded reformers. 
 
8) Consider the following statements. 

1. Most of Ashoka’s inscriptions were in Pali language written in the Brahmi script. 
2. Arikamedu is a coastal settlement known for it being a site for unloading goods from distant lands. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
The most famous Mauryan ruler was Ashoka. He was the first ruler who tried to take his message to the people 
through inscriptions. Most of Ashoka’s inscriptions were in Prakrit and were written in the Brahmi script.  
Between 2200 and 1900 years ago, Arikamedu was a coastal settlement where ships unloaded goods from 
distant lands. A massive brick structure, which may have been a warehouse, was found at the site.  
 
9) Which among the following foreigners served as the presidents of Congress sessions? 

1. A. O. Hume 
2. George Yule 
3. Henry Cotton 

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 3 only 
b) 1, 2  
c) 1, 3  
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d) 2, 3  
 
Solution: d) 

 
Although A.O.Hume played a prominent role in establishing Indian National Congress, he never served as its 
president. 
 
George Yule became the Congress President in the 1888 Allahabad Congress session. 
 
In 1904, Henry Cotton became the Congress President in its 20th session in Bombay. 
 
10) For improvement of the educational system in British India, Ripon appointed a Commission in 1882 under 

the chairmanship of Sir William Hunter. Consider the following statements about its recommendations.  
1. The Commission recommended for the expansion and improvement of the elementary education of 
the masses.  
2. The Commission noted the poor status of women education and encouraged the local bodies in the 
villages and towns to manage the elementary education. 

 Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
Solution: c)  
 

Like Lord William Bentinck, Lord Ripon was a champion of education of the Indians. Ripon wanted to review the 
working of the educational system on the basis of the recommendations of the Wood’s Despatch.  

• For further improvement of the system Ripon appointed a Commission in 1882 under the chairmanship 
of Sir William Hunter. The Commission came to be known as the Hunter Commission.  

• The Commission recommended for the expansion and improvement of the elementary education of 
the masses.  

• The Commission suggested two channels for the secondary education-one was literary education 
leading up to the Entrance Examination of the university and the other preparing the students for a 
vocational career.  

• The Commission noted the poor status of women education. It encouraged the local bodies in the 
villages and towns to manage the elementary education. 

• This had resulted in the extraordinary rise in the number of educational institutions in India. 
 
11) Consider the following statements. 
 1. The Dutch East India Company was formed before the French East India Company. 
 2. The Dutch East India Company was the first company in the world to 
issue bonds and shares of stock to the general public. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
The Dutch East India Company was established on March 20, 1602, as a chartered company to trade 
with Mughal India. 
 
French East India Company was a colonial commercial enterprise, founded on 1 September 1664 to compete 
with the English and Dutch trading companies in the East Indies. 
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The Dutch East India Company was the first company in history to issue bonds and shares of stock to the 
general public. It was the Dutch East India Company that invented the idea of investing in the company rather 
than in a specific venture governed by the company. The Dutch East India Company was also the first company 
to use a fully-fledged capital market (including the bond market and the stock market) as a crucial channel to 
raise medium-term and long-term funds. 
 
12) Consider the following statements regarding Battle of Plassey. 
 1. The Battle of Plassey was essentially due the opposition of local people of Bengal to the activities of 
East India Company. 
 2. The Battle of Plassey resulted in the victory of East India Company (EIC) and consolidation of its 
presence in Bengal. 
 3. It resulted in the East India Company gaining greater military might which allowed them to push other 
European colonial powers away from Bengal. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2 only 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
The Battle of Plassey was essentially due the conflicts between the Bengal Nawab and the East India 
Company. 
This is judged to be one of the pivotal battles in the control of Indian subcontinent by the colonial powers. 
The British now wielded enormous influence over the Nawab and consequently acquired significant concessions 
for previous losses and revenue from trade. 
The British further used this revenue to increase their military might and push the other European colonial 
powers such as the Dutch and the French out of South Asia, thus expanding the British Empire. 
 
13) Which of the following pairs is correctly matched? 
 a) Battle of Kharda – Nizam vs. Maratha Confederacy 
 b) Battle of Buxar – Mair Jafar vs. Cornwallis 
 c) Battle of Wandiwash – Dutch vs. East India Company 
 d) Battle of Chillianwala – Clive vs. Marathas 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
The Battle of Kharda took place in 1795 between Nizam and Maratha Confederacy, in which Nizam was badly 
defeated. 
 
The Battle of Wandiwash was a battle in India between the French and the British in 1760. The battle was part 
of the Third Carnatic War.  
 
The Battle of Buxar was fought on 22/23 October 1764, between the forces under the command of the British 
East India Company, led by Hector Munro, and the combined armies of Mir Qasim.  
 
The Battle of Chillianwala was fought in January 1849 during the Second Anglo-Sikh War in 
the Chillianwala region of Punjab, now part of modern-day Pakistan.  
 
14) Consider the following statements regarding Treaty of Allahabad. 
 1. It was associated with the Battle of Plassey. 
 2. The rights given by this treaty allowed the East India Company to collect revenue directly from the 
people in certain provinces. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
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 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
The Treaty of Allahabad was signed in 1765, between the Mughal Emperor Shah Alam II and Robert Clive, of the 
East India Company, as a result of the Battle of Buxar. 
Based on the terms of the agreement, Alam granted the East India Company Diwani rights, or the right to 
collect taxes on behalf of the Emperor from the eastern province of Bengal-Bihar-Odisha. 
Thus, East India Company got appointed as the imperial tax collector for the Eastern province. These rights 
allowed the Company to collect revenue directly from the people of Bengal, Bihar and Odisha. In return, the 
Company paid an annual tribute to the emperor. 
 
15) Which of the following factors influenced the growth of Modern Nationalism during British rule in India? 

1. French Revolution. 
2. Indian Renaissance. 
3. Strong reaction to British imperialist policies in India. 

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 1, 2  
b) 2, 3  
c) 1, 3  
d) 1, 2, 3  
 
Solution: d) 

 
The rise and growth of Indian nationalism has been traditionally explained in terms of Indian response to the 
stimulus generated by the British Raj through creation of new institutions, new opportunities, resources, etc. In 
other words, Indian nationalism grew partly as a result of colonial policies and partly as a reaction to colonial 
policies. In fact, it would be more correct to see Indian nationalism as a product of a mix of various factors: 

• Worldwide upsurge of the concepts of nationalism and right of self-determination initiated by the 
French Revolution.  

• Indian Renaissance.  

• Offshoot of modernisation initiated by the British in India.  

• Strong reaction to British imperialist policies in India.  
 
16) Consider the following statements regarding Paika Rebellion. 
 1. It was an armed rebellion against the British East India Company's rule in Gujarat. 
 2. Rise in prices of salt due to taxes imposed on it was one of the causes of the rebellion. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
The Paika Rebellion, also called the Paika Bidroha, was an armed rebellion against the British East India 
Company's rule in Odisha in 1817. 
The Paikas rose in rebellion under their leader Bakshi Jagabandhu and, projecting Jagannath as the symbol 
of Odia unity, the rebellion quickly spread across most of Odisha before being ruthlessly put down by the 
company's forces.  
 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/


INSTA STATIC QUIZ 

www.insightsonindia.com                                                           25                                                                         InsightsIAS 

They attacked British symbols of power, setting ablaze police stations, administrative offices and the treasury 
during their march towards Khurda, from where the British fled. 
 
The extortionist land revenue policy of the company affected the peasants and the zamindars alike. A source of 
much consternation for the common people was the rise in prices of salt due to taxes imposed on it by the new 
government. The British authority deprived the zamindars and the local people of coastal region of their 
traditional rights to manufacture salt. 
 
They were supported by the zamindars, village heads and ordinary peasants. 
 
It is the first war of independence that started in 1817 much before the Sepoy mutiny of 1857. 
 
17) Which of the following was the reaction of the educated middle class in the revolt of 1857? 
 a) They supported the revolt 
 b) They opposed the revolt 
 c) They remained neutral 
 d) They fought against the native rulers 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
The revolt of 1857 did not spread to all parts of the country. Nor was it supported by all groups and sections of 
the Indian society. South and West India remained largely outside the fold of the revolt. Many Indian rulers 
refused to help the rebels and some were openly hostile to the rebels and helped the British in suppressing the 
revolt. The middle and upper classes and the modern educated Indians also did not support the revolt. 
 
18) Governor-General who followed a spirited “Forward” policy towards Afghanistan was 
 a) Wellesley 
 b) Lytton 
 c) Cornwallis 
 d) Minto 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
Lytton was viceroy of India between 1876 and 1880. During this time he worked to improve the Indian 
administration and supervised his government’s much-criticized response to the Great Famine of 1876–78. 
Lytton was also widely criticized for his assertive, “forward” policy toward Afghanistan, which in the view of 
his detractors was responsible for provoking the Second Anglo-Afghan War (1878–80). 
 
19) Which of the following organisations submitted in 1875 a petition to the House of Commons demanding 

India’s direct representation in the British Parliament? 
 a) Madras Mahajan Sabha 
 b) East India Association 
 c) The Indian Association 
 d) Poona Sarvajanik Sabha 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
Poona Sarvajanik Sabha was established by MG Ranade in 1870 along with Ganesh Vasudeo and others. 
In 1875 the Poona Sarvajanik Sabha submitted a petition to the House of Commons demanding direct 
representation of India in Parliament. 
 
20) Consider the following statements regarding Moderates. 
 1. Moderates believed in confrontation rather than persuasion. 
 2. They popularized the ideas of democracy, civil liberties and representative institutions. 
 3. They succeeded in getting the expansion of the legislative councils by the Indian Councils Act of 1892. 
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Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 2 only 
 
 Solution: c) 
 

• Moderates were called so because they adopted peaceful and constitutional means to achieve their 
demands. Extremists believed in confrontation rather than persuasion. 

• The Moderates were able to create a wide national awakening among the people. 

• They popularized the ideas of democracy, civil liberties and representative institutions. 

• Some Moderates like Ranade and Gokhale favoured social reforms. They protested against child marriage 
and widowhood. 

• The Moderates had succeeded in getting the expansion of the legislative councils by the Indian Councils Act 
of 1892. 

 
21) In the context of Indian freedom struggle, 16th October 1905 is known for? 
 a) Dadabhai Naoroji declared that the goal of Indian National Congress was Swaraj 
 b) Congress Session held at Calcutta under the presidentship of Gokhale 
 c) Formal proclamation of Swadeshi Movement 
 d) Partition of Bengal 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
The partition of Bengal announced on 07 July 1905 by Lord Curzon, the then Viceroy of India, and implemented 
on 16 October 1905. 
 
22) The Lahore Session of Indian National Congress was very important during the freedom movement because 
 1. The rift between extremists and moderates were resolved. 
 2. The Congress passed a resolution demanding complete independence. 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
The following major decisions were taken at the Lahore session. 
● The Round Table Conference was to be boycotted. 
● Complete independence was declared as the aim of the Congress. 
● Congress Working Committee was authorised to launch a programme of civil disobedience including non-
payment of taxes and all members of legislatures were asked to resign their seats. 
● January 26, 1930 was fixed as the first Independence (Swarajya) Day, to be celebrated everywhere. 
 
23) During the Swadeshi Movement, which of the following leader declared that “Political Freedom is the life breath 

of a nation”? 
 a) Bal Gangadhar Tilak 
 b) Bipin Chandra Pal 
 c) Aurobindo Ghose 
 d) Rabindranath Tagore 
 
 Solution: c) 
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The militant nationalists tried to transform the anti-partition and Swadeshi Movement into a mass struggle and 
gave the slogan of India’s independence from foreign rule. “Political freedom is the life breath of a nation,” 
declared Aurobindo. Thus, the Extremists gave the idea of India’s independence the central place in India’s 
politics. The goal of independence was to be achieved through self-sacrifice. 
 
24) Consider the following statements regarding Extremist Ideology. 
 1. They believed that the British Crown was unworthy of claiming Indian loyalty. 
 2. They believed in England’s providential mission in India. 
 3. They demanded swaraj as the panacea for Indian ills. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 3 only 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
Extremists: 
1. Social base—educated middle and lower middle classes in towns. 
2. Ideological inspiration—Indian history, cultural heritage and Hindu traditional symbols. 
3. Rejected ‘providential mission theory’ as an illusion. 
4. Believed that political connections with Britain would perpetuate British exploitation of India. 
5. Believed that the British Crown was unworthy of claiming Indian loyalty. 
6. Had immense faith in the capacity of masses to participate and to make sacrifices. 
7. Demanded swaraj as the panacea for Indian ills. 
8. Did not hesitate to use extraconstitutional methods like boycott and passive resistance to achieve their 
objectives. 
9. They were patriots who made sacrifices for the sake of the country. 
 
25) Consider the following statements regarding the Administrative measures adopted by Curzon. 
 1. Number of Indian members in Calcutta Corporation were reduced. 
 2. Official Secrets Act curbed freedom of press. 
 3. Indian Universities Act ensured greater government control over universities. 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
A sharp reaction was created in the Indian mind by Curzon’s seven-year rule in India which was full of missions, 
commissions and omissions. He refused to recognise India as a nation, and insulted Indian nationalists and the 
intelligentsia by describing their activities as “letting off of gas”. He spoke derogatorily of Indian character in 
general. Administrative measures adopted during his rule—the Official Secrets Act, the Indian Universities Act, 
the Calcutta Corporation Act. 

• Number of Indian members in Calcutta Corporation were reduced.  

• Official Secrets Act curbed freedom of press.  

• Indian Universities Act ensured greater government control over universities, which it described as 
factories producing political revolutionaries. 

 
26) Which of following movements was also known as the “Vande Matram movement”? 
 a) Non-cooperation movement  
 b) Civil disobedience movement  

c) Quit India Movement 
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 d) None of the above 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
Vandemataram Movement is also known as the Swadeshi Movement. It was an anti-Bengal partition 
movement. The Viceroy Lord Curzon divided Bengal province into two in 1905. Bengal people observed 16th 
October as a day of mourning when partition came into force. The song Vandemataram written by Bakim 
Chandra Chatterjee became the prayer song for meetings on anti-partition movement.  
 
27) By the start of the twentieth century, a band of nationalist thinkers had emerged who advocated a more 

militant approach to political work. The basic tenets of this school of thought were 
 1. Direct political action required 
 2. Personal sacrifices required and a true nationalist to be always ready for it 
 3. Swaraj to be the goal of national movement 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2, 3 
 c) 1, 2, 3 
 d) 1, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
By the dawn of the twentieth century, a band of nationalist thinkers had emerged who advocated a more 
militant approach to political work. These included Raj Narain Bose, Ashwini Kumar Datta, Aurobindo Ghosh 
and Bipin Chandra Pal in Bengal; Vishnu Shastri Chiplunkar and Bal Gangadhar Tilak in Maharashtra; and Lala 
Lajpat Rai in Punjab. Tilak emerged as the most outstanding representative of this school of thought. 
The basic tenets of this school of thought were: 

● hatred for foreign rule; since no hope could be derived from it, Indians should work out their own 
salvation; 
● swaraj to be the goal of national movement; 
● direct political action required; 
● belief in capacity of the masses to challenge the authority; 
● personal sacrifices required and a true nationalist to be always ready for it. 

 
28) As far as the Indian freedom struggle is concerned, how is the word “Swadeshi” different from “boycott”? 
 1. While Swadeshi attracted the lower strata of Indian society, Boycott attracted the higher strata. 

2. Swadeshi was essentially economic movement, boycott was not.  
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
The people had adopted the twin programme of 'Boycott' and 'Swadeshi ' as parts of one and the same 
movement. These two words are two sides of the same coin and both were used as economic as well as 
political tools. Boycott referred to the boycott of British goods in order to register protest with the British public 
against the grave injustice inflicted upon Bengal. Boycott was a seemingly negative programme and Swadeshi as 
its positive corollary was accepted along with. Swadeshi meant use of, and encouragement to, native products 
as against foreign goods. Thus, the Boycott and Swadeshi movement brought all classes of Indian society, 
particularly in Bengal to a common platform for a national cause. 
 
29) During the anti-partition and swadeshi movement of Bengal, the reaction by some of the leaders like Tilak, 

Bipin Chandra pal and Aurobindo Ghosh were 
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 1. They wanted the movement to be confined to the Bengal region 
 2. They wanted to go beyond the boycott of foreign goods to become a full-fledged political mass 
struggle 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
The nationalists led by Tilak, Lajpat Rai, Bipin Chandra Pal and Aurobindo Ghosh wanted the movement to be 
taken outside Bengal to other parts of the country and go beyond a boycott of foreign goods to become a full-
fledged political mass struggle with the goal of attaining swaraj. But the Moderates, dominating the Congress 
at that time, were not willing to go that far. 
 
30) Consider the following statements regarding the reaction of Extremists during Swadeshi Movement in 

Bengal. 
 1. Extremists gave a call for passive resistance in addition to swadeshi and boycott which would 
include a boycott of government schools and colleges, government service, courts and legislative councils. 
 2. The goal of independence was to be achieved through self-sacrifice. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
The Extremists gave a call for passive resistance in addition to swadeshi and boycott which would include a 
boycott of government schools and colleges, government service, courts, legislative councils, municipalities, 
government titles, etc. 
 
The Extremists gave the idea of India’s independence the central place in India’s politics. The goal of 
independence was to be achieved through self-sacrifice. 
 
31) Consider the following statements. 
 1. Partition of Bengal in 1905 brought to an end the moderates' role in the Indian freedom movement.  
 2. The Surat session of Indian National Congress separated the Extremists from the Moderates. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
The role of moderates continued even after partition of Bengal.  
 
The Surat Split was the splitting of the Indian National Congress into two groups - the Extremists and the 
Moderates - at the Surat session in 1907. 
 
32) Which one of the following defines extremist ideology during the early phase of Indian Freedom Movement? 
 a) Organising coups against the British Empire through military revolt. 
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 b) Stimulating the production of indigenous goods by giving them preference over imported 
commodities. 
 c) Providing national education according to the extremist ideology 
 d) Obtaining self-government by aggressive means in place of petitions and constitutional ways. 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
After 1905, the Extremists acquired a dominant influence over the Swadeshi Movement in Bengal. The 
Extremists believed in the ideology of ‘Swaraj’ which meant complete freedom from British rule. They did not 
stick to constitutional methods to protest and demand. They resorted to boycotts, strikes, etc.  
 
33) Arrange the following events in the chronological order of their occurrence. 
 1. Rowlatt Act 
 2. Introduction of Dyarchy 
 3. Partition of Bengal 
 4. Lucknow Pact 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 4-3-1-2 
 b) 4-3-2-1 
 c) 3-4-1-2 
 d) 3-4-2-1 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Partition of Bengal announced on 07 July 1905 by Lord Curzon, the then Viceroy of India, and implemented on 
16 October 1905. 
 
The Lucknow Pact was an agreement reached between the Indian National Congress and the Muslim 
League (AIMLM) at a joint session of both the parties held in Lucknow in December 1916. 
 
Rowlatt Act, was a legislative council act passed by the Imperial Legislative Council in Delhi on 18 March 1919. 
 
Dyarchy, system of double government introduced by the Government of India Act (1919) for the provinces of 
British India in December 1919. 
 
34) The Lucknow Pact of 1916 is considered an important event in the course of the nationalistic struggle for 

freedom. It was 
 a) An agreement between Muslim League and Congress to merge as one political body 
 b) An agreement between British and Indian nationalists for constitutional reforms 
 c) An agreement by the British for complete erosion of its sovereignty over India 
 d) An agreement where Congress accepted the demand of separate electorates for Muslims by the 
Muslim league 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
The Lucknow Pact between the Congress and the Muslim League could be considered an important event in the 
course of the nationalistic struggle for freedom. While the League agreed to present joint constitutional 
demands with the Congress to the government, the Congress accepted the Muslim League’s position on 
separate electorates which would continue till any one community demanded joint electorates. 
 
35) The Home Rule Movement of 1916 emphasized on 
 1. Revival of Swadeshi 
 2. Participation of Indians in self-governing institutions for India 
 3. Separate electorates for all communities of India 
Select the correct answer code: 
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 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
Two Home Rule Leagues were established, one by B.G. Tilak at Poona in April 1916 and the other by Mrs. Annie 
Besant at Madras in September 1916. The aim of the Movement was to get self-government for India within the 
British Empire. It believed freedom was the natural right of all nations. Moreover, the leaders of the Home 
Movement thought that India’s resources were not being used for her needs. The two Leagues cooperated with 
each other as well with the Congress and the Muslim League in putting their demand for home rule. While 
Tilak’s Movement concentrated on Maharashtra, Annie Besant’s Movement covered the rest of the country. The 
Home Rule Movement had brought a new life in the national movement. There was a revival of Swadeshi. 
Women joined in larger numbers. 
 
36) Consider the following statements regarding Third Battle of Panipat. 
 1. The Third Battle of Panipat was fought between the Marathas and the invading armies of Afghan 
general Ahmed Shah Abdali. 
 2. After the battle, the Marathas lost their preeminent position in north India, which ultimately paved 
the way for British colonial powers to take over. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
The Third Battle of Panipat was fought between the Marathas and the invading armies of Afghan general 
Ahmed Shah Abdali in 1761. The battle, fought about 90 km north of Delhi, was won by the Afghans and left 
about 40,000 troops of the Marathas dead. After the battle, the Marathas lost their preeminent position in 
north India, which ultimately paved the way for British colonial powers to take over. 
 
37) Consider the following statements regarding Portuguese in India. 
 1. The Portuguese were the last Europeans to come to India and were also the last to leave India. 
 2. The Portuguese discovery of the sea route to India was the first recorded trip made directly 
from Europe to India. 
 3. The Portuguese were quite tolerant towards all religions in India. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2 only 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
The Portuguese, the first Europeans to come to India, were also the last to leave this land. It was 1961 before 
the Government of India recaptured Goa, Daman and Diu from them. 
 
The Portuguese discovery of the sea route to India was the first recorded trip made directly 
from Europe to India via the Cape of Good Hope, in the Atlantic Ocean. It was undertaken under the command 
of Portuguese explorer Vasco da Gama during the reign of King Manuel I in 1495–1499. 
 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/


INSTA STATIC QUIZ 

www.insightsonindia.com                                                           32                                                                         InsightsIAS 

The Portuguese brought with them the same zeal to promote Christianity and the wish to persecute all Muslims. 
Intolerant towards the Muslims, the Portuguese were initially quite tolerant towards the Hindus. However, over 
time, after the introduction of the Inquisition in Goa, there was a change and Hindus were also persecuted. 
 
38) Arrange the following early political associations in British India, in the chronological order of their 

formation. 
 1. East India Association, London 
 2. Poona Sarvojanik Sabha 
 3. The British Indian Association 
 4. The Bombay Association 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 3-4-1-2 
 b) 3-4-2-1 
 c) 4-3-1-2 
 d) 4-3-2-1 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
The British Indian Association – 1851 Bengal 
Madras Native Association 1852 
The Bombay Association — 1852 Dadabhai Naoroji 
East India Association 1866 London 
Poona Sarvojanik Sabha—1870 
The Madras Mahajana Sabha—1884 
 
39) The Ilbert Bill Controversy is a high watermark in the history of Indian National Movement. It is related to 

1. Improving working conditions in factories for Indian workers 
2. Ban of indigenous press and missionary activities by the state 

Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
Solution: c) 

 
According to the system of law, a European could be tried only by a European Judge or a European Magistrate. 
The disqualification was unjust and it was sought to cast a needless discredit and dishonour upon the Indian-
born members of the judiciary. 
C.P. Ilbert, Law Member, introduced a bill in 1883 to abolish this discrimination in judiciary. But Europeans 
opposed this Bill strongly. 
They also suggested that it was better to end the English rule in India than to allow the English to be subjected to 
the Indian Judges and Magistrates. The bill ended due to this opposition. 
The Ilbert Bill controversy helped the cause of Indian nationalism. The immediate result of this awakening of 
India was the birth of the Indian National Congress in 1885, the very next year of Ripon’s departure. 

 
40) Partition of Bengal was revoked in 1911 by 
 a) Lord Minto 
 b) Lord Hardinge 
 c) Lord Chelmsford 
 d) Lord Curzon 
 
 Solution: b) 
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In July 1905, Curzon announced the partition of the undivided Bengal Presidency. Curzon left for Britain in 1905, 
but the agitation continued for many years. Partition was finally reversed in 1911 by Lord Hardinge in the face 
of unrelenting opposition. 

 
41) The Rowlatt Act aimed at 
 a) Suppression of Khilafat Movement 
 b) Introduction of separate communal electorates for Muslims 
 c) Imprisonment without trial for political activists 
 d) None of the statements a, b, c is correct 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
The act allowed political activists to be tried without juries or even imprisoned without trial. It allowed arrest of 
Indians without warrant on the mere suspicion of ‘treason’. Such suspects could be tried in secrecy without 
recourse to legal help. 
 
42) What was the reason for Mahatma Gandhi to organise Kheda Satyagraha? 
 1. The administration did not suspend the land revenue collection in spite of drought. 
 2. The administration proposed to introduce permanent settlement in Gujarat. 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
Because of drought in 1918, the crops failed in Kheda district of Gujarat. According to the Revenue Code, if the 
yield was less than one-fourth the normal produce, the farmers were entitled to remission. The Gujarat Sabha, 
consisting of the peasants, submitted petitions to the highest governing authorities of the province requesting 
that the revenue assessment for the year 1919 be suspended. The government, however, remained adamant 
and said that the property of the farmers would be seized if the taxes were not paid. 
 
43) Which of the following events were associated with the use of passive resistance or civil Disobedience by 

Gandhiji in South Africa? 
 1. Campaign against Restrictions on Indian Migration 
 2. Campaign against Poll Tax and Invalidation of Indian Marriages 
 3. Setting up of Tolstoy Farm 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
Phase of Passive Resistance or Satyagraha (1906-1914) 
The second phase, which began in 1906, was characterised by the use of the method of passive resistance or 
civil disobedience, which Gandhi named satyagraha. 
 
Campaign against Restrictions on Indian Migration: 
The earlier campaign was widened to include protest against a new legislation imposing restrictions on Indian 
migration. 
 
Campaign against Poll Tax and Invalidation of: 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/


INSTA STATIC QUIZ 

www.insightsonindia.com                                                           34                                                                         InsightsIAS 

Indian Marriages A poll tax of three pounds was imposed on all ex-indentured Indians. The demand for the 
abolition of poll tax widened the base of the campaign. Then a Supreme Court order which invalidated all 
marriages not conducted according to Christian rites and registered by the registrar of marriages drew the 
anger of the Indians and others who were not Christians. 
 
Setting up of Tolstoy Farm: The Tolstoy Farm was founded in 1910. Besides being an experiment in education, it 
was to house the families of the satyagrahis and to give them a way to sustain themselves. 
 
44) After returning from South Africa, Mahatma Gandhi launched his first successful satyagraha in 
 a) Chauri-Chaura 
 b) Ahmedabad 
 c) Champaran 
 d) Bardoli 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
The Champaran Satyagraha of 1917 was the first Satyagraha movement led by Gandhi in India. When Gandhi 
returned to India from South Africa in 1915, and saw peasants in northern India oppressed by indigo planters, he 
tried to use the same methods that he had used in South Africa to organize mass uprisings by people to protest 
against injustice. 
 
45) The First ashram established by Mahatma Gandhi in India was 
 a) Sabarmati Ashram 
 b) Bardoli Taluka Ashram 
 c) Kochrab Ashram, near Ahmedabad 
 d) Sevagram Ashram 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
The Kochrab Ashram was the first ashram in India organized by Mahatma Gandhi. Founded on 25 May 1915, 
Kochrab Ashram was located near the city of Ahmedabad. 
 
46) Which of the following were the causes behind the launch of ‘Non-cooperation movement’? 

1. Khilafat wrong  
2. “Punjab wrongs” of 1919 
3. Resentment with Rowlatt Act  

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 1, 2  
b) 2, 3  
c) 1, 3  
d) 1, 2, 3 
 
Solution: d) 

 
In 1919 Gandhiji gave a call for a satyagraha against the Rowlatt Act that the British had just passed. The Act 
curbed fundamental rights such as the freedom of expression and strengthened police powers. 
• In April 1919 there were a number of demonstrations and hartals in the country and the government used 
brutal measures to suppress them. The Jallianwala Bagh atrocities, inflicted by General Dyer in Amritsar on 
Baisakhi day were a part of this repression. 
• The Khilafat issue was another such cause. In 1920 the British imposed a harsh treaty on the Turkish Sultan or 
Khalifa. People were furious about this as they had been about the Jallianwala massacre. Also, Indian Muslims 
were keen that the Khalifa be allowed to retain control over Muslim sacred places in the erstwhile Ottoman 
Empire.  
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• The leaders of the Khilafat agitation, Mohammad Ali and Shaukat Ali, wished to initiate a full-fledged Non-
Cooperation Movement. Gandhiji supported their call and urged the Congress to campaign against “Punjab 
wrongs” (Jallianwala massacre), the Khilafat wrong and demand swaraj. 
 
47) Consider the following statements about Non-cooperation movement. 

1. At the Calcutta session of the Indian National Congress, the programme of non-cooperation was 
endorsed. 
2. The movement urged the use of khadi and Indian material as alternatives to those shipped from 
Britain. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
The Non-Cooperation Movement was a significant but short phase of the Indian independence movement from 
British rule.  
 
September 1920 At a special session in Calcutta, the Congress approved a non-cooperation programme till the 
Punjab and Khilafat wrongs were removed and swaraj was established. The programme was to include— 
● boycott of government schools and colleges; 
● boycott of law courts and dispensation of justice through panchayats instead; 
● boycott of legislative councils; 
● boycott of foreign cloth and use of khadi instead; also practice of hand-spinning to be done; 
● renunciation of government honours and titles 
 
December 1920 At the Nagpur session of the Indian National Congress— The programme of non-cooperation 
was endorsed. 
 
48) The Non-Cooperation Movement led to  
 1. Growth of Hindu-Muslim unity. 
 2. Removal of fear of the British 'might' from the minds of the people. 
 3. British Government's willingness to grant political concessions to Indians. 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
During 1919-22, the British were opposed through two mass movements—the Khilafat and Non-Cooperation. 
Though the two movements emerged from separate issues, they adopted a common programme of action—that 
of non-violent non-cooperation. 
 
With the Non-Cooperation Movement, nationalist sentiments reached every nook and corner of the country and 
politicised every strata of population—the artisans, peasants, students, urban poor, women, traders, etc. The 
masses lost the hitherto all-pervasive fear of the colonial rule and its mighty repressive organs. 
 
Hindu-Muslim Unity: The massive participation of Muslims and the maintenance of communal unity, despite the 
events like Moppila Uprisings, were great achievements. 
 
49) Mahatma Gandhi announced the withdrawal of the Non-Cooperation Movement due to 
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 1. Motilal Nehru and Chittaranjan Das forming the Swaraj Party amidst the movement 
 2. Mahatma Gandhi’s arrest by the British 
 3. Chauri-Chaura Incident  
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 3 
 b) 2, 3 
 c) 3 only 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Chauri-Chaura Incident (February 5, 1922)—Violence by agitated mob prompted Gandhi to withdraw the 
movement. Most of the nationalist leaders including C.R. Das, Motilal Nehru, Subhash Bose, Jawaharlal Nehru, 
however, expressed their bewilderment at Gandhi’s decision to withdraw the movement. 
 
50) Which of the following act first recognized the voting rights of women in India? 

a) Government of India Act 1909 
b) Government of India Act 1919 
c) Government of India Act 1935 
d) None of the above 
 
Solution: b) 

 
Government of India Act, 1919 for the first time allowed women to vote. 
 
51) Consider the following statements: 

1. Bhagat Singh, Azad and Rajguru shot dead Saunders. 
2. Udham Singh assassinated the India office bureaucrat Curzon-Wyllie in 1909. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
Solution: a) 

 
Lathi charge on an anti-Simon Commission procession led to the death of Lala Lajpat Rai. Bhagat Singh, Azad 
and Rajguru shot dead Saunders, the police official responsible for the lathi charge in Lahore.  
 
Udham Singh, assassinated Michael O’Dwyer, the Lieutenant-Governor who presided over the brutal British 
suppression of the 1919 protests in Punjab. 
 
Madanlal Dhingra assassinated the India office bureaucrat Curzon-Wyllie in 1909. 
 
52) A manifesto titled “The Revolutionary”, that was produced as evidence in the Kakori conspiracy case of 

1925, was written by 
 a) W.C. Banerjee 

b) Badruddin Tyabji 
 c) Sachindranath Sanyal 
 d) Bhagat Singh 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Hindustan Socialist Republican Association (HSRA) was a revolutionary organisation 
adhering Marxism and Socialism. Previously, it was known as the Hindustan Republican Association (HRA), 
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whose written constitution and published manifesto titled The Revolutionary were produced as evidence in 
the Kakori conspiracy case of 1925. Sachindranath Sanyal wrote the manifesto. This was distributed around 
large cities of North India on 1 January 1925. It proposed the overthrow of British colonial rule and its 
replacement with what it termed a "Federal Republic of the United States of India".  
 
53) Which of the following events were the major influences for the revolutionary activity during the 1920s in 

India? 
 1. Russian Revolution and the success of the young Soviet state in consolidating itself. 
 2. Upsurge of working-class trade unionism after the First World War. 
 3. Newly sprouting communist groups with their emphasis on Marxism and socialism 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
Major Influences 
(i) Upsurge of working-class trade unionism after the War; the revolutionaries wanted to harness the 
revolutionary potential of the new emergent class for nationalist revolution. 
(ii) Russian Revolution (1917) and the success of the young Soviet state in consolidating itself. 
(iii) Newly sprouting communist groups with their emphasis on Marxism, socialism and the proletariat. 
(iv) Journals publishing memoirs and articles extolling the self-sacrifice of revolutionaries, such as Atmasakti, 
Sarathi and Bijoli. 
(v) Novels and books such as Bandi Jiwan by Sachin Sanyal and Pather Dabi by Sharatchandra Chatterjee (a 
government ban only enhanced its popularity). 
 
54) Meerut Conspiracy Case, during British rule is related to 
 a) Bomb explosion in Central Legislative Assembly 
 b) Government crackdown on communists 
 c) Train robbery case 
 d) Assassination of the then Viceroy of India, Lord Hardinge 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
In 1929, the government crackdown on communists resulted in the arrest and trial of 31 leading communists, 
trade unionists and left-wing leaders; they were tried at Meerut in the famous Meerut conspiracy case. 
 
55) Which of the following is the oldest trade union federations in India? 

a) The Centre of Indian Trade Unions (CITU) 
b) Hind Mazdoor Sangh (H.M.S.) 
c) Bharatiya Mazdoor Sangh (BMS) 
d) All India Trade Union Congress (AITUC) 

 
 Solution: d) 
 
The All India Trade Union Congress (AITUC) was the oldest trade union federations in India founded in 1920. 
Lala Lajpat Rai was its first president and Dewan Chaman Lal its general secretary. 
 
56) With reference to Simon Commission's recommendations, which one of the following statements is correct? 
 a) It suggested the abolition of bicameral legislature at the Centre 
 b) It recommended the creation of Indian Revenue Service with a provision for increased pay and 
allowances for British recruits as compared to Indian Recruits 
 c) It proposed the setting up of interprovincial council under the Home Department 
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 d) It recommended the replacement of diarchy with responsible government in the provinces 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
An all-white, seven-member Indian Statutory Commission, popularly known as the Simon Commission, was 
set up by the British government on November 8, 1927. The commission was to recommend to the British 
government whether India was ready for further constitutional reforms and along what lines. 
 
The Simon Commission published a two-volume report in May 1930. It proposed the abolition of dyarchy and 
the establishment of representative government in the provinces which should be given autonomy. It said that 
the governor should have discretionary power in relation to internal security and administrative powers to 
protect the different communities. The number of members of provincial legislative council should be increased. 
 
57) Consider the following statements regarding Swarajists and No-Changers. 
 1. Swarajists advocated the entry into legislative councils and intended to use the councils mainly for 
gradual transformation of colonial rule. 
 2. C. Rajagopalachari, Vallabhbhai Patel and Rajendra Prasad were some of the Swarajists. 
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Those advocating entry into legislative councils came to be known as the ‘Swarajists’, while the other school of 
thought led by C. Rajagopalachari, Vallabhbhai Patel, Rajendra Prasad and M.A. Ansari came to be known as 
the ‘Nochangers’.  The ‘No-changers’ opposed council entry, advocated concentration on constructive work, and 
continuation of boycott and non-cooperation, and quiet preparation for resumption of the suspended civil 
disobedience programme. 
 
The Swarajists had their reasons for advocating the entry into the councils. The councils could be used as an 
arena of political struggle; there was no intention to use the councils as organs for gradual transformation of 
colonial rule. 
 
58) Which of the following are associated with the Gaya Session of the Indian National Congress? 
 1. C.R. Das and Motilal Nehru resigned from the presidentship and secretaryship respectively of the 
Congress. 
 2. Formation of Congress-Khilafat Swarajya Party. 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
At the Gaya session of the Congress (December 1922), C.R. Das and Motilal Nehru resigned from the 
presidentship and secretaryship respectively of the Congress and announced the formation of Congress-Khilafat 
Swarajya Party or simply Swarajist Party, with C.R. Das as the president and Motilal Nehru as one of the 
secretaries. 
 
59) Consider the following statements regarding the achievements and works of Swarajists. 
 1. They agitated through powerful speeches on self-government, civil liberties and industrialisation. 
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 2. Defeat of the Public Safety Bill, which was aimed at empowering the Government to deport 
undesirable and subversive foreigners. 
 3. They fully supported the peasants’ cause in Bengal. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
Achievements 
(i) With coalition partners, they out-voted the government several times, even on matters relating to budgetary 
grants, and passed adjournment motions. 
(ii) They agitated through powerful speeches on selfgovernment, civil liberties and industrialisation. 
(iii) Vithalbhai Patel was elected speaker of Central Legislative Assembly in 1925. 
(iv) A noteworthy achievement was the defeat of the Public Safety Bill in 1928 which was aimed at empowering 
the Government to deport undesirable and subversive foreigners. 
(v) By their activities, they filled the political vacuum at a time when the national movement was recouping its 
strength. 
(vi) They exposed the hollowness of the Montford scheme. 
(vii) They demonstrated that the councils could be used creatively. 
 
Drawbacks 
(i) The Swarajists lacked a policy to coordinate their militancy inside legislatures with the mass struggle outside. 
They relied totally on newspaper reporting to communicate with the public. 
(ii) An obstructionist strategy had its limitations. 
(iii) They could not carry on with their coalition partners very far because of conflicting ideas, which further 
limited their effectiveness. 
(iv) They failed to resist the perks and privileges of power and office. 
(v) They failed to support the peasants’ cause in Bengal and lost support among Muslim members who were 
propeasant. 
 
60) The first ‘White Paper on Constitutional Reforms’ for India was prepared and submitted for the 

consideration of the Joint Select Committee of the British Parliament on the recommendations of the 
a) Butler Commission  
b) Hunter Commission  
c) Radcliffe Commission 
d) Simon Commission 
 
Solution: d) 

 
Simon Commission: 
In November 1927 itself (i.e., 2 years before the schedule), the British Government announced the appointment 
of a seven member statutory commission under the chairmanship of Sir John Simon to report on the condition 
of India under its new Constitution. The commission submitted its report in 1930. To consider the proposals of 
the commission, the British Government convened three round table 
conferences of the representatives of the British Government, British India and Indian princely states. On the 
basis of these discussions, a ‘White Paper on Constitutional Reforms’ was prepared and submitted for the 
consideration of the Joint Select Committee of the British Parliament. The recommendations of this committee 
were incorporated (with certain changes) in the next Government of India Act of 1935. 
 
61) In Modern India, Yugantar Ashram was 

a) An Ashram adopted by the Indian National Congress in the memory of Mahatma Gandhi 
b) A seditious publication of the India House, London 
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c) A war memorial established by the British government for Indian freedom fighters in 1948 
d) The headquarters of the Ghadar party 
 
Solution: d) 

 
The Pacific Coast Hindustan Association, known as the Ghadar Party was founded in 1913 to free India from 
British slavery. 
The headquarters of the association was established initially at San Francisco and named as “Yugantar Ashram.”  
 
62) Sandhya, Yugantar and Kal were: 

a) Parallel governments formed during ‘Quit India’ movement 
b) Newspapers and journals advocating revolutionary activities 
c) Revolutionary groups emerged after Non-cooperation movement. 
d) Books written by Bal Gangadhar Tilak. 
 
Solution: b) 

 
The newspapers and journals advocating revolutionary activity after the failure of Swadeshi movement included 
Sandhya and Yugantar in Bengal and Kal in Maharashtra. 
 
63) Who among the following leaders was/were associated with the Ghadar Party? 
 1. Lala Hardayal 
 2. Kartar Singh Saraba 
 3. Surya Sen 
 4. Bhai Parmanand 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 2, 3 
 c) 1, 2, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
The Ghadar Party was a revolutionary group organized around a weekly newspaper ‘The Ghadar’ with its 
headquarters at San Francisco and branches along the US coast and in the Far East.  
The Ghadar programme was to organize assassinations of officials, publish revolutionary and anti-imperialist 
literature, and work among Indian troops stationed abroad, procure arms and bring about a simultaneous revolt 
in all British colonies. 
 
The moving spirits behind the Ghadar Party were Lala Hardayal, Bhagwan Singh Gyanee, Kartar Singh Saraba, 
Bark Bhai Parmanand. 
 
Surya Sen was a Bengali Indian revolutionary who was influential in the Indian independence movement against 
British rule in India and is best known for leading the 1930 Chittagong armoury raid. 
 
64) Consider the following statements regarding Nehru Committee Report. 

1. It was submitted before the rejection of the recommendations of the Simon Commission in an all-
party conference that was held at Mumbai. 
2. It recommended that India should be given Dominion status and independence within the British 
Commonwealth. 

Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 
a) 1 only  
b) 2 only  
c) Both 1 and 2  
d) None of the above 
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Solution: a)  

 

• The draft constitution was prepared which was called “Nehru Committee Report“. This report was 
submitted on August 28, 1928 at the Lucknow conference of all the parties.  

 
The main points of the Nehru report were as follows: 

• India would be given Dominion status. This means independence within the British Commonwealth. India 
will be a federation which shall have a bicameral legislature at the centre and Ministry would be responsible 
to the legislature.  

• Governor General of India would be the constitutional head of India and will have the same powers as that 
of British Crown. There will be no separate electorate. The draft report also defined the citizenship and 
fundamental rights.  

 
65) Consider the following events during freedom struggle: 

1. Jinnah’s fourteen points 
2. First Round Table Conference 
3. Appointment of Simon Commission 
4. Poona Pact 

Arrange the above events in the chronological order of their occurrence. 
 a) 3-1-4-2 
 b) 3-1-2-4 
 c) 1-3-2-4 
 d) 1-3-4-2 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
Appointment of Simon Commission: November 8, 1927 
 
Jinnah’s fourteen points as against Nehru Report was given in March 1929. 
 
First Round Table Conference (November 1930 – January 1931) 
 
Poona Pact was signed by B.R. Ambedkar on behalf of the depressed classes on September 24, 1932, which 
abandoned the idea of separate electorate for the depressed classes. 
 
66) Which of the following organizations/newspapers is/are associated with Mahatma Gandhi’s struggle in 

South Africa? 
1. Indian Natal Organization 
2. Indian Mirror 
3. Indian Opinion 

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 1, 3 
b) 2, 3 
c) 1, 2, 3 
d) 3 only 
 
Solution: a) 

 
Indian Mirror was an English paper founded by Devendranath Tagore, at Calcutta in 1862. 
 
67) Gandhiji decided to launch a nationwide Satyagraha against the Rowlatt act because the Act provided for  
 1. Repression of political activities 
 2. Unreasonable detention of political prisoners without trial 
 3. Ban on all the local language newspapers and radio 
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Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2, 3 
 c) 2 only 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
Gandhiji in 1919 decided to launch a nationwide satyagraha against the proposed Rowlatt Act (1919). This Act 
had been hurriedly passed through the Imperial Legislative Council despite the united opposition of the Indian 
members. It gave the government enormous powers to repress political activities, and allowed detention of 
political prisoners without trial for two years. Mahatma Gandhi wanted non-violent civil disobedience against 
such unjust laws. 
 
68) Which of the following are correctly matched? 
  Movement   People Associated 
 1. Young Bengal Movement  Henry Louis Vivian Derozio 
 2. Dharma Sabha   Keshub Chandra Sen 
 3. Indian Reform Association  Radhakant Deb 
 4. Theosophical Society   Annie Besant 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 3 
 b) 1, 4 
 c) 1, 2, 4 
 d) 1, 3, 4 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
Young Bengal Movement (1826-1831); - Henry Louis Vivian Derozio (founder), Rasikkrishna Mullick, 
Tarachand Chuckervati, Krishanmohan Banerjee 
 
Dharma Sabha; Calcutta (1830); - Radhakant Deb (founder). 
 
Indian Reform Association; Calcutta (1870); - Keshub Chandra Sen. 
 
The Theosophical Society— founded in New York but headquarters shifted to Adyar, near Madras (1875). 
Madam H.P. Blavatsky (1831- 91), a Russian, and Col. H.S. Olcott (1832-1907), an American (founders); Annie 
Besant (one of its presidents). 
 
69) The Karachi session, 1931, of the Congress was important because 
 a) Congress decided to participate in the Second Round Table Conference. 
 b) Congress launched the second phase of Civil Disobedience movement in the session. 
 c) Congress spelt out what swaraj would mean for the masses 
 d) None of the above 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
A special session was held in Karachi to endorse the Gandhi-Irwin Pact. Karachi session became famous because 
of the two resolutions that were adopted-one on Fundamental rights and other on National Economic program, 
both drafted by Dr. Rajendra Prasad. The goal of Purna Swaraj was reiterated. This was the first time the 
congress spelt out what swaraj would mean for the masses. 
 
70) During Salt Disobedience, after Gandhiji’s arrest, the Congress Working Committee sanctioned: 

1. No-chowkidara-tax campaign in zamindari areas 
2. Non-payment of revenue in ryotwari areas. 
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3. Violation of forest laws in the Central Provinces 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

a) 1, 2 
b) 2, 3 
c) 1, 3 
d) 1, 2, 3 

 
Solution: d) 

 
Gandhiji’s arrest came on May 4, 1930 when he had announced that he would lead a raid on Dharasana Salt 
Works on the west coast. Gandhiji’s arrest was followed by massive protests in Bombay, Delhi, Calcutta and in 
Sholapur, where the response was the most fierce. After Gandhiji’s arrest, the CWC sanctioned: 

• non-payment of revenue in ryotwari areas; 

• no-chowkidara-tax campaign in zamindari areas; and 

• violation of forest laws in the Central Provinces.     
 
71) The Round Table Conference was organised to 
 1. Discuss a future constitution for India 

2. Discuss the rights of Princely states in India 
3. Discuss the implementation of a dominion status for India 

Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1 only 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
The three Round Table Conferences of 1930–32 were a series of conferences organized by the British 
Government to discuss constitutional reforms in India. 
 
Dominion status was officially promised as a Right by the Cripps Mission which was much after the Round Table 
Conference. 
 
72) Consider the following statements. 
 1. Muslim league and the Hindu Mahasabha boycotted the First Round Table Conference and did not 
take part in it. 
 2. In the Second Round Table Conference, Mahatma Gandhi was the sole representative of the Indian 
National Congress. 
 3. The Indian National Congress did not take part in the Third Round Table Conference. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
The First Round Table Conference (Nov. 12, 1930–Jan. 19, 1931) had representatives from all Indian states and 
all parties except the Indian National Congress, which was waging a civil disobedience campaign against the 
government.  
 
The Second Round Table Conference (September–December 1931) was attended by Mahatma Gandhi as the 
Congress representative. 
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The Third Round Table Conference (Nov. 17–Dec. 24, 1932) was shorter and less important, with neither the 
Congress nor the British Labour Party attending.  
 
73) Consider the following statements regarding Gandhi-Irwin Pact. 
 1. Gandhi-Irwin Pact was a political agreement signed after the second Round Table 
Conference in London. 
 2. It marked the end of a period of civil disobedience (satyagraha) in India against British rule that 
Gandhi and his followers had initiated with the Salt March. 
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
The 'Gandhi - Irwin Pact' was a political agreement signed by Mahatma Gandhi and Lord Irwin, Viceroy of India, 
on 5 March 1931 before the second Round Table Conference in London. It marked the end of a period of civil 
disobedience (satyagraha) in India against British rule that Gandhi and his followers had initiated with the Salt 
March.  
 
74) At which Congress Session was the Working Committee authorized to launch a programme of Civil 

Disobedience? 
 a) Calcutta 
 b) Lucknow 
 c) Lahore 
 d) Karachi 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
At Lahore session (1929, President - J.L. Nehru) the working committee was authorised to launch a programme 
of Civil Disobedience. 
 
75) The Gandhi-Irwin Pact included 
 1. Right to make salt in coastal villages for personal consumption and sale. 
 2. Return of all lands not yet sold to third parties 
 3. Acceptance of Gandhiji’s suggestion for enquiry into police excesses 
 4. Withdrawal of emergency ordinances 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 3 
 b) 2, 4 
 c) 2, 3, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 4 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
Gandhi-Irwin Pact placed the Congress on an equal footing with the government. 
Irwin on behalf of the government agreed on— 
1. immediate release of all political prisoners not convicted of violence; 
2. remission of all fines not yet collected; 
3. return of all lands not yet sold to third parties; 
4. lenient treatment to those government servants who had resigned; right to make salt in coastal villages for 
personal consumption (not for sale); 
6. right to peaceful and non-aggressive picketing; and 
7. withdrawal of emergency ordinances. 
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The viceroy, however, turned down two of Gandhi’s demands— 
(i) public inquiry into police excesses, and 
(ii) commutation of Bhagat Singh and his comrades’ death sentence to life sentence. 
 
Gandhi on behalf of the Congress agreed— 
(i) to suspend the civil disobedience movement, and 
(ii) to participate in the next Round Table Conference 
 
76) Consider the following statements.  

1. The Communal Award of 1932 was opposed by Indian National Congress.  
2. The Award allotted minority communities a reserved number of seats in the legislatures to be elected 
on the basis of a separate electorate. 

Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
Solution: d)  

 

• The British policy of ‘Divide and Rule’ found another expression in the announcement of the Communal 
Award in 1932.  

• The Award allotted to each minority a number of seats in the legislatures to be elected on the basis of a 
separate electorate that is Muslims would be elected only by Muslims and Sikhs only by Sikhs, and so on.  

• Muslims, Sikhs and Christians had already been treated as minorities. The Award declared the Depressed 
Classes (Scheduled Castes of today) also to be a minority community entitled to separate electorate and 
thus separated them from the rest of the Hindus. 

• The Congress was opposed to a separate electorate for Muslims, Sikhs and ‘Christians as it encouraged the 
communal notion that they formed separate groups or communities having interests different from the 
general body of Indians.   

 
77) Poona Pact led to   

1. Reservation of electoral seats for the depressed classes. 
2. Gandhiji starting fast unto death in the Yeravada jail as a protest against separate electorates for the 
depressed classes. 

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
Solution: a)  

 
The Poona Pact was an agreement between Mahatma Gandhi and Dr. Ambedkar on behalf of depressed classes 
and upper caste Hindu leaders on the reservation of electoral seats for the depressed classes in the legislature 
of British India government in 1930. It was made on 24 September 1932 at Yerwada Central Jail in Poona. It was 
signed by Ambedkar on behalf of the depressed classes and by Madan Mohan Malviya on behalf of the upper 
caste Hindus and Gandhiji as a means to end the fast that Gandhi was undertaking in jail as a protest against 
the decision made by British prime minister Ramsay MacDonald to give separate electorates to depressed 
classes for the election of members of provincial legislative assemblies in British India.  
 
78) Which one of the following is not a feature of the Government of India Act of 1935?  
 a) An All-India federation  
 b) Provincial autonomy  
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c) Diarchy at the Centre as well as in the provinces  
 d) A bicameral legislature  
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Salient Features of the Government of India Act 1935 were as follows: 

• Abolition of provincial dyarchy and introduction of dyarchy at centre. 

• Abolition of Indian Council and introduction of an advisory body in its place. 

• Provision for an All India Federation with British India territories and princely states. 

• Elaborate safeguards and protective instruments for minorities. 

• Supremacy of British Parliament. 

• Increase in size of legislatures, extension of franchise, division of subjects into three lists and retention 
of communal electorate. 

• Separation of Burma from India. 
 
79) The events that were involved in and around the Tripuri Crisis of the Indian National Congress (INC) include 
 1. Leadership woes of the Indian National Congress (INC) 
 2. Controversies surrounding the merger of an arm of the All-India Muslim League with the Indian 
National Congress (INC).   
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
For the 1939 elections of the President of Congress, Subhash announced his candidature knowing that he would 
be opposed. By this time, Nehru was on a long holiday in Europe. When he returned in 1938, Gandhiji suggested 
him to announce his name as a candidate. But he declined and suggested the name of Maulana Azad. But 
Maulana Azad withdrew his name and then new name came up was of Dr. Pattabhi Sitaramayya, an Andhra 
leader. But Subhash was not sure of his win. The result was declared on January 29, 1939 and Subhash secured 
1580 Votes. Sitaramayya got 1377 votes, thus Subhash winning by a narrow but clear margin. 
 
80) Consider the following statements regarding All India Forward Bloc (AIFB). 
 1. It was formed by Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose.  
 2. It emerged as a faction within the Indian National Congress (INC).  
 3. The party leaned ideologically towards Socialism and Marxism. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
The All India Forward Bloc (abbr. AIFB) is a left-wing nationalist political party in India. It emerged as a faction 
within the Indian National Congress in 1939, led by Subhas Chandra Bose. The party subscribes to Left-wing 
nationalism; Socialism; Anti-Imperialism; and Marxism.  
The party re-established as an independent political party after the independence of India.  
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6. Environment 
 
1) Consider the following statements. 
 1. India is home to nearly 90% of the global tiger population. 
 2. India has already fulfilled its resolve of doubling tiger numbers, made at St. Petersburg in 2010, much 
before the target year of 2025. 
 3. All India Tiger Estimation is done annually and is steered by the National Tiger Conservation Authority. 
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
India is home to nearly 75% of the global tiger population.  
 
It has already fulfilled its resolve of doubling tiger numbers, made at St. Petersburg in 2010, much before the 
target year of 2022. 
 
The All India Tiger Estimation done quadrennially is steered by the National Tiger Conservation Authority with 
technical backstopping from the Wildlife Institute of India and implemented by State Forest Departments and 
partners. 
 
2) Consider the following statements regarding Pangolin. 
 1. Pangolin is the only scaly mammal on Earth.  
 2. Indian pangolin has been listed as “Critically endangered”.  
 3. Not all the species of pangolins are found in India. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 

• Pangolin is the only scaly mammal on the planet.  

• According to CITES, it is also the most illegally traded vertebrate within its class (Mammalia).  

• Of the eight species of pangolin worldwide, two are found in India. They are Chinese pangolin, mostly found 
in northeast India and Indian pangolin.  

• Chinese pangolin has been listed as “critically endangered”.  

• Indian pangolin (Manis crassicaudata) has been listed as “endangered”.  

• It is also a Schedule I category protected animal, under the Wildlife Protection Act (1972).  
 
3) Consider the following statements regarding Food chains. 

1. The grazing food chain is found in both terrestrial and aquatic ecosystem. 
2. The grazing and detritus food chains are not interlinked. 
3. The initial energy source for detritus food chain is dead organic matter. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 3 only 
b) 1, 3 
c) 1, 2 
d) 2, 3 
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Solution: b) 
 
• A sequence of organisms that feed on one another, forma food chain. In nature, two main types of food chains 
have been found: Grazing food chain and Detritus food chain. 
• The grazing food chain starts with producers or autotrophs as base, which is consumed by heterotrophs. It is 
found in both Terrestrial and aquatic ecosystems. 
• The Detritus food chain starts from dead organic ‘matter of decaying animals and plant bodies to the 
microorganisms and then to detritus feeding organism called detrivores or decomposer and to other predators. 
• The two food chains are linked as the initial energy source for detritus food chain is the waste materials and 
dead organic matter from the grazing food chain. 
 
4) Consider the following statements regarding Senna Spectabilis. 
 1. Senna spectabilis is a deciduous tree native to South and Central America. 
 2. It is an invasive species found in Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve (NBR). 
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
There is rampant growth of invasive plants, especially Senna spectabilis, in the forest areas of the Nilgiri 
Biosphere Reserve (NBR), including the Wayanad Wildlife Sanctuary. 
 
Senna spectabilis is a plant species native to South and Central America. They are often grown as 
an ornamental in front yards, parks, gardens, buildings etc. due to their bright yellow flowers that bloom during 
the summer months. The plant has become an invasive alien species in parts of Africa. 
 

 
 
5) Consider the following statements regarding the mechanisms to reduce emissions. 
 1. A scrubber can remove gases like Sulphur dioxide. 
 2. An electrostatic precipitator can remove over 90 per cent particulate matter present in the exhaust 
from a thermal power plant. 
 3. Catalytic converters can convert unburnt hydrocarbons into carbon dioxide and water. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
There are several ways of removing particulate matter; the most widely used of which is the electrostatic 
precipitator, which can remove over 99 per cent particulate matter present in the exhaust from a thermal power 
plant. 
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A scrubber can remove gases like Sulphur dioxide. In a scrubber, the exhaust is passed through a  
spray of water or lime.  
 
Catalytic converters, having expensive metals namely platinum-palladium and rhodium as the  
catalysts, are fitted into automobiles for reducing emission of poisonous gases. As the exhaust passes through 
the catalytic converter, unburnt hydrocarbons are converted into carbon dioxide and water, and carbon 
monoxide and nitric oxide are changed to carbon dioxide and nitrogen gas, respectively. 
 
6) The Himalayan Range is very rich in species diversity. Which of the following is the most appropriate reason 

for this? 
 a) It has high rainfall that supports luxuriant vegetation growth 
 b) It has less human interference 
 c) Exotic and invasive species have not been introduced in this region 
 d) It is a confluence of different biogeographical zones 
 

Solution: d) 
 
The Himalayan range is a confluence of the Trans-Himalayan zone, Himalayan zone, and Northeast zone. These 
zones have Tropical, Temperate and Tundra type of climate which makes it rich in biodiversity of flora and 
fauna. 
 
7) Consider the following statements regarding Algal bloom. 
 1. An algal bloom is a rapid increase or accumulation in the population of algae in freshwater systems. 
 2. It is often recognized by the discoloration in the water from the algae's pigments. 
 3. An example of algal bloom is a kelp forest. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
An algal bloom or algae bloom is a rapid increase or accumulation in the population of algae in freshwater or 
marine water systems. It is often recognized by the discoloration in the water from the algae's pigments. 
The term algae encompasses many types of aquatic photosynthetic organisms, both macroscopic multicellular 
organisms like seaweed and microscopic unicellular organisms like cyanobacteria. An example of a macroscopic 
algal bloom is a kelp forest. 
 
8) Which of the following add carbon dioxide to the carbon cycle on earth? 
 1. Volcanic action 
 2. Photosynthesis 
 3. Respiration 
 4. Decay of organic matter 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 3 
 b) 1, 3, 4 
 c) 1, 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
 Solution: b) 
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Carbon moves from the atmosphere to plants. In the atmosphere, carbon is attached to oxygen in a gas called 
carbon dioxide (CO2). Through the process of photosynthesis, carbon dioxide is pulled from the air to produce 
food made from carbon for plant growth. 
 
Carbon moves from plants and animals to soils. When plants and animals die, their bodies, wood and leaves 
decays bringing the carbon into the ground.  
 
Carbon moves from living things to the atmosphere. Each time you exhale, you are releasing carbon dioxide gas 
(CO2) into the atmosphere. Animals and plants need to get rid of carbon dioxide gas through a process called 
respiration. 
 
Volcanic eruptions release gases into the atmosphere. Volcanic gases are primarily water vapour, carbon dioxide 
and sulphur dioxide. 
 
9) Consider the following statements. 
 1. Biodiversity is normally greater in higher latitudes as compared to the lower latitudes. 
 2. Along the mountain gradients, biodiversity is normally greater in the higher altitudes as compared to 
the lower altitudes. 
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Biodiversity is greater in tropical regions due to warm and humid climate. It also decreases with altitude due to 
unfavourable conditions. 
 
10) Consider the following statements regarding Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) 

1. It is a joint initiative of World Meteorological Organization (WMO) and United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP).  
2. It conducts its own research for assessing climate change. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
Solution: d) 
 

Created in 1988 by the World Meteorological Organization (WMO) and the United Nations Environment 
Programme (UNEP), the objective of the IPCC is to provide governments at all levels with scientific information 
that they can use to develop climate policies. IPCC reports are also a key input into international climate change 
negotiations. 
 
The IPCC is an organization of governments that are members of the United Nations or WMO. Thousands of 
people from all over the world contribute to the work of the IPCC. The IPCC does not conduct its own research. 
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