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1. Economy 
 
1) Consider the following statements regarding ‘Pre-packs’, an insolvency resolution mechanism for Micro, Small 

and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs). 
 1. A pre-pack envisages the resolution of the debt of a distressed company through a direct agreement 
between the creditors and the existing owners, instead of a public bidding process. 
 2. The pre-pack mechanism allow for a ‘Swiss challenge’ to the resolution plan. 
 3. The existing management of the company does not retain control in the case of pre-packs. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
The Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (Amendment) Bill, 2021, passed by Lok Sabha has proposed ‘pre-packs’ as 
an insolvency resolution mechanism for Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs). The Bill will replace The 
Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (Amendment) Ordinance, 2021. 
 
A pre-pack envisages the resolution of the debt of a distressed company through a direct agreement between 
secured creditors and the existing owners or outside investors, instead of a public bidding process. 
 
One of the key criticisms of the Corporate Insolvency Resolution Process (CIRP) has been the time it takes for 
resolution. The pre-pack in contrast, is limited to a maximum of 120 days with only 90 days available to 
stakeholders to bring a resolution plan for approval before the NCLT. 
 
Another key difference between pre-packs and CIRP is that the existing management retains control in the case 
of pre-packs; in the case of CIRP, a resolution professional takes control of the debtor as a representative of 
financial creditors. Experts note that this ensures minimal disruption of operations relative to a CIRP. 
 
The pre-pack mechanism does however, allow for a ‘Swiss challenge’ to any resolution plan that provides less 
than full recovery of dues for operational creditors. 
Under the Swiss challenge mechanism, any third party would be permitted to submit a resolution plan for the 
distressed company, and the original applicant would have to either match the improved resolution plan or 
forego the investment. 
 
Source 
 
2) Which of the following banks are insured by the Deposit insurance and credit guarantee corporation (DICGC)? 
 1. Foreign banks functioning in India 
 2. Regional rural banks 
 3. Primary cooperative societies  
 4. Local area banks 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 2, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Which banks are insured by the DICGC? 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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• Commercial Banks: All commercial banks including branches of foreign banks functioning in India, local 
area banks and regional rural banks are insured by the DICGC. 

• Cooperative Banks: All State, Central and Primary cooperative banks, also called urban cooperative 
banks, functioning in States / Union Territories which have amended the local Cooperative Societies Act 
empowering the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) to order the Registrar of Cooperative Societies of the State / 
Union Territory to wind up a cooperative bank or to supersede its committee of management and 
requiring the Registrar not to take any action regarding winding up, amalgamation or reconstruction of a 
co-operative bank without prior sanction in writing from the RBI are covered under the Deposit Insurance 
Scheme. At present all co-operative banks are covered by the DICGC. 

 
Primary cooperative societies are not insured by the DICGC. 
 
3) Consider the following statements regarding Government securities. 
 1. Government securities include treasury bills, government bonds and State Development Loans. 
 2. Retail investors cannot directly participate in the government securities market. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
The Reserve Bank of India unveiled a scheme allowing retail investors to directly participate in the government 
securities market. They can open and maintain a ‘Retail Direct Gilt Account’ (RDG Account) with the RBI through a 
portal, which will also provide access to primary issuance of G-Secs and the secondary market as well. 
 
What are G-Secs? 
These are debt instruments, issued by the government. They are considered the safest form of investment; the 
government will not default as it has the option to raise funds through taxes and other means if it faces 
challenges in repayment. Retail investors have been allowed to buy and sell treasury bills, government bonds, 
sovereign gold bonds as well as State Development Loans. 
 
 
Retail investors have been allowed to trade with a minimum investment of Rs 10,000. 
 
Source 
 
4) Consider the following statements. 

1. Deposit Insurance and Credit Guarantee Corporation (DICGC) is a fully owned subsidiary of the Reserve 
Bank of India.  
 2. Depositors having less than Rs 5 lakh in their bank account have no legal recourse to recover funds in 
case a bank collapse.  
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
Currently, in an unlikely event of a bank failing in India, a depositor has a claim to a maximum of Rs 5 lakh per 
account as insurance cover. The cover of Rs 5 lakh per depositor is provided by the Deposit Insurance and Credit 
Guarantee Corporation (DICGC), which is a fully owned subsidiary of the Reserve Bank of India. Depositors 
having more than Rs 5 lakh in their account have no legal recourse to recover funds in case a bank collapses.  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-what-to-consider-before-investing-directly-in-government-securities-7406828/
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Deposits in public and private sector banks, local area banks, small finance banks, regional rural banks, 
cooperative banks, Indian branches of foreign banks and payments banks are all insured by the DICGC. The 
premium for this insurance is paid by banks to the DICGC, and not be passed on to depositors. 
 
Source 
 
5) A corporate may raise capital in the primary market through 
 1. Initial public offer 
 2. Rights issue  
 3. Private placement 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 2, 3 
 d) 1, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
A corporate may raise capital in the primary market by way of an initial public offer, rights issue or private 
placement.  
 
An Initial Public Offer (IPO) is the selling of securities to the public in the primary market.  
 
A rights issue is an invitation to existing shareholders to purchase additional new shares in the company. This 
type of issue gives existing shareholders securities called rights.  
 
A private placement is a sale of stock shares or bonds to pre-selected investors and institutions rather than on 
the open market. It is an alternative to an initial public offering (IPO) for a company seeking to raise capital for 
expansion. 
 
6) Consider the following statements regarding Consumer Expenditure Survey (CES). 
 1. Consumer Expenditure Survey (CES) is conducted by the Ministry of Finance. 
 2. It collects information regarding expenditure on consumption of goods and services (food and non-
food) consumed by households. 
 3. The last official data available on CES pertains to 2011-12. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2 only 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 

• The National Statistical Office (NSO), Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation carried out an 
all-India survey on household consumption expenditure in the 75th round during the period July 2017 to June 
2018.  

• The Consumer Expenditure Survey (CES) is usually conducted at quinquennial intervals and the last survey on 
consumer expenditure was conducted in the 68th round (July 2011 to June 2012). 

• The NSS Consumer Expenditure Survey generates estimates of household Monthly Per Capita Consumer 
Expenditure (MPCE) and the distribution of households and persons over the MPCE classes.  

• It is designed to collect information regarding expenditure on consumption of goods and services (food and 
non-food) consumed by households. The results, after release, are also used for rebasing of the GDP and 
other macro-economic indicators. 

 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-what-is-deposit-insurance-law-changes-benefit-account-holders-7428921/
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Source 
 
7) Consider the following statements regarding Bound rates or Bound Tariffs. 
 1. Bound rate is the maximum rate of duty (tariff) that can be imposed by the importing country on an 
imported commodity.  
 2. Bound rate agreed for any commodity at WTO is same for all the members of WTO. 
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
Bound rate is the maximum rate of duty (tariff) that can be imposed by the importing country on an imported 
commodity. Here, each country commits itself to a ceiling on customs duties (tariff) on a certain number of 
products. 
           These rates vary from country to country and commodity to commodity. But no country can raise duties 
above the bound rate it has committed, and the rate of customs duty actually applied may be lower than the 
bound rate. 
 
8) Which of the following services generally use encryption to secure data transmission?  
 1. Payment gateways 
 2. Messaging services 
 3. Wireless intercom systems 
 4. Bank automatic teller machines 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 3 
 b) 1, 3, 4 
 c) 2, 3, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
Encryption is the process of encoding messages or information in such a way that only authorized parties can read 
it. 
All messaging services like WhatsApp, Viber, Google Chat, Yahoo messenger use encrypted services. Banks 
(payment gateways) and e-commerce sites also use encryption to protect financial and private data including 
passwords. 
 
Encryption is also used to protect data in transit, for example data being transferred via networks (e.g. the 
Internet, e-commerce), mobile telephones, wireless microphones, wireless intercom systems, Bluetooth devices 
and bank automatic teller machines. 
 
9) Consider the following statements regarding Incremental Capital-Output Ratio (ICOR). 
 1. The incremental capital output ratio (ICOR) denotes the relationship between the level of investment 
made in the economy and the consequent increase in the gross domestic product (GDP). 
 2. The higher the ICOR, the higher will be the productivity of capital. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: a) 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://pib.gov.in/Pressreleaseshare.aspx?PRID=1591792
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The Incremental Capital-Output Ratio (ICOR) is the ratio of investment to growth which is equal to 
the reciprocal of the marginal product of capital. The higher the ICOR, the lower the productivity of capital or 
the marginal efficiency of capital. The ICOR can be thought of as a measure of the inefficiency with which capital 
is used.  
 
10) The term ‘Roaring Twenties’ refer to 
 a) Strong westerly winds found in 10 to 20 degrees latitude  
 b) Period of economic prosperity in the United States and Europe 
 c) Economic recession in Asian countries during 1920s 
 d) None of the above 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
The Roaring Twenties refers to the decade of the 1920s in Western society and Western culture. It was a period 
of economic prosperity with a distinctive cultural edge in the United States and Europe. 
 
11) Consider the following statements regarding International Finance Corporation (IFC). 
 1. It was established as the private sector arm of the International Monetary Fund (IMF). 
 2. It offers investment, advisory, and asset management services to encourage private sector 
development in developing countries.  
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
International Finance Corporation (IFC)  
• It is an international financial institution that offers investment, advisory, and asset management services to 
encourage private sector development in developing countries.  
• It is a member of the World Bank Group and is headquartered in Washington, D.C., United States.  
• It was established in 1956 as the private sector arm of the World Bank Group to advance economic 
development by investing in strictly for-profit and commercial projects that purport to reduce poverty and 
promote development.  
• The IFC is owned and governed by its member countries, but has its own executive leadership and staff that 
conduct its normal business operations.  
• It is a corporation whose shareholders are member governments that provide paid-in capital and which have 
the right to vote on its matters.  
• Since 2009, the IFC has focused on a set of development goals that its projects are expected to target. Its goals 
are to increase sustainable agriculture opportunities, improve healthcare and education, increase access to 
financing for microfinance and business clients, advance infrastructure, help small businesses grow revenues, and 
invest in climate health.  
• It offers an array of debt and equity financing services and helps companies face their risk exposures while 
refraining from participating in a management capacity.  
 
12) Alternative Investment Funds are an avenue to pool in funds for investing in  
 1. Private Equity 
 2. Venture Capital 
 3. Infrastructure funds 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
Alternative Investment Funds are an avenue to pool in funds for investing in private equity, real estate or hedge 
funds. 
 
There are 3 categories of AIFs : 

• Category I AIF are those funds that invest in start-ups or social venture funds, infrastructure funds, SME 
funds, and so on. The government or regulators consider this category of funds as socially viable or 
economically desirable. 

• Category II Funds are those that do not leverage or borrow, other than to meet the day-to-day 
operational requirements. This category typically consists of Private Equity Funds and Debt funds. 

• Category III funds typically comprised of Hedge Funds that employ diverse or complex trading strategies. 
By investing in listed or unlisted derivatives, AIF managers try to employ leverage. 

 
Source 
 
13) Consider the following statements. 
 1. In 2020-21, India had a current account surplus for the first time since 2010. 
 2. In South Asia, Nepal is India’s largest trading partner. 
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
India's current account in the balance of payments ended in a surplus to the extent of 0.9 per cent of GDP in FY 
'21 for the first time in 17 years as trade deficit narrowed due to contraction in pandemic induced import 
demand. 
 
Bangladesh is India's largest trading partner in South Asia.  
 
Source 
 
14) Consider the following statements. 
 1. Tax revenue is charged on income earned by an individual or an entity and on the value of transaction 
of goods and services. 
 2. Non-tax revenue includes interest charged on loans advanced by the government for various purposes.  
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Tax revenue is charged on income earned by an individual or an entity (direct tax) and on the value of 
transaction of goods and services (indirect tax). On the other hand, non-tax revenue is charged against services 
provided by the government. It also includes interest charged on loans advanced by the government for various 
purposes.  
 
Source 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://www.financialexpress.com/money/what-are-alternative-investment-funds-should-hnis-invest-in-aif/2282521/
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/indicators/india-ends-fy21-with-current-account-surplus-for-first-time-in-17-years/articleshow/83989739.cms
https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/opinion/states-must-raise-non-tax-revenues/article35750899.ece#:~:text=Tax%20revenue%20is%20charged%20on,services%20provided%20by%20the%20government.
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15) With reference to the government expenditure in India, which of the following does not constitute Transfer 

Payments? 
 1. The payments which are made by the government to its employees. 
 2. The Interest payments made to foreign countries on loans taken. 
 3. The payments which are made as financial aid in a social welfare programme. 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 1 only 
 d) 2, 3 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
In macroeconomics and finance, a transfer payment is a redistribution of income and wealth by means of 
the government making a payment, without goods or services being received in return. These payments are 
considered to be non-exhaustive because they do not directly absorb resources or create output. Examples of 
transfer payments include welfare, financial aid, social security, and government subsidies for 
certain businesses. 
 
16) Consider the following statements regarding share repurchase or buyback. 
 1. It reduces the number of outstanding shares of the company. 
 2. It is often undertaken when the company’s shares are undervalued. 
 3. It is a key way to transfer surplus earnings to shareholders. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2, 3 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
What is a share buyback? 
A share repurchase or buyback is a decision by a company to purchase its own stock from the market. Such a 
move reduces the number of outstanding shares of the company and tend to push up their price and is often 
undertaken when management considers the company’s shares undervalued. 
 
It is also a key way to transfer surplus earnings to shareholders and tends to lead to an increase in share prices.  

 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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2. Ecology and Environment 
 
1) Consider the following statements regarding Black Carbon. 
 1. Black carbon is a component of fine particulate matter, formed through the incomplete combustion 
of fossil fuels, biofuel, and biomass. 
 2. Black carbon increases the albedo when deposited on snow and ice. 
 3. In the tropics, black carbon in soils significantly contributes to the soil fertility. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1 only 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
Black carbon (BC) is a component of fine particulate matter. Black carbon consists of pure carbon in several 
linked forms. It is formed through the incomplete combustion of fossil fuels, biofuel, and biomass, and is emitted 
in both anthropogenic and naturally occurring soot. Black carbon causes human morbidity and premature 
mortality. 
 
In climatology, black carbon is a climate forcing agent. Black carbon warms the Earth by absorbing sunlight and 
heating the atmosphere and by reducing albedo when deposited on snow and ice. 
 
In the tropics, black carbon in soils significantly contributes to fertility as it is able to absorb important plant 
nutrients. 
 
2) Consider the following statements regarding Cloudbursts. 
 1. Cloudbursts are very long-duration, intense rainfall events over a small area. 
 2. During the cloudburst, usually the relative humidity and cloud cover will be at the maximum level with 
low temperature and slow winds. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
Cloudbursts are short-duration, intense rainfall events over a small area. According to the India Meteorological 
Department (IMD), it is a weather phenomenon with unexpected precipitation exceeding 100mm/h over a 
geographical region of approximately 20-30 square km. 
 
A study published last year studied the meteorological factors behind the cloudburst over the Kedarnath region. 
They analysed atmospheric pressure, atmospheric temperature, rainfall, cloud water content, cloud fraction, 
cloud particle radius, cloud mixing ratio, total cloud cover, wind speed, wind direction, and relative humidity 
during the cloudburst, before as well as after the cloudburst. The results showed that during the cloudburst, the 
relative humidity and cloud cover was at the maximum level with low temperature and slow winds.  
 
Several studies have shown that climate change will increase the frequency and intensity of cloudbursts in many 
cities across the globe. As temperatures increase the atmosphere can hold more and more moisture and this 
moisture comes down as a short very intense rainfall for a short duration probably half an hour or one hour 
resulting in flash floods in the mountainous areas and urban floods in the cities.  
 
Source 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-cloudbursts-frequent-jk-uttarakhand-himachal-pradesh-imd-7428954/
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3) Pyrostria laljii, tree that belongs to the genus of the coffee family was recently discovered in 
 a) Western Ghats 
 b) Eastern Ghats 
 c) Assam 
 d) Andaman Islands 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
Pyrostria laljii is new to science, and also the first record of the genus Pyrostria in India. 
 
A 15-meter-tall tree that belongs to the genus of the coffee family has recently been discovered from the 
Andaman Islands. 
Plants belonging to genus Pyrostria are usually found in Madagascar but the recently discovered species is new to 
science. 
Pyrostria laljii has been assessed as ‘Critically Endangered’ based on the International Union for Conservation of 
Nature’s (IUCN) Red List criteria. 

 
 
Source 
 
4) Consider the following statements regarding Olympian bat. 
 1. Olympian bat is the largest among the known species of bats. 
 2. They can travel a distance of more than 2,000 km. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
A bat dubbed the “Olympian bat” by scientists is peaking the interest of climate scientists after she broke British 
records by flying a distance of more than 2,000 km from London to the Pskov region in northwestern Russia. 
 
The female belonging to the Nathusius’ pipistrelle species of bats was discovered by a resident of a small Russian 
village called Molgino, which is located in the Pskov region of Russia.  
 
The bat weighed eight grams (0.28 ounces) and was about the size of a human thumb. 
 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/15-metre-tree-discovered-in-andaman-nicobar-islands/article34806204.ece


INSTA CURRENT AFFAIRS QUIZ 

www.insightsonindia.com                           11                                                                                InsightsIAS 

 
 
Source 
 
5) The Global Environment Facility (GEF) provides funding to assist developing countries in meeting the 

objectives of international environmental conventions. The GEF serves as a "financial mechanism" to which of 
these conventions? 

 1. Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) 
 2. Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs) 
 3. UN Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD) 
 4. Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 2, 3 
 c) 2, 3, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
The GEF provides funding to assist developing countries in meeting the objectives of international environmental 
conventions. The GEF serves as a "financial mechanism" to five conventions: Convention on Biological Diversity 
(CBD), United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), Stockholm Convention on Persistent 
Organic Pollutants (POPs), UN Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD), and Minamata Convention on 
Mercury.  
 
6) Consider the following statements. 

1. The accelerated Arctic warming changes the temperature contrast between mid and high latitudes. 

 2. Arctic warming is always harmful for the whales. 
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
The Arctic is warming far more quickly. 
While both the Arctic and Antarctic are experiencing rising temperatures, thinning glaciers, disturbed 
ecosystems, and other alarming shifts as heat-trapping fossil fuel emissions build up, changes are sweeping the 
northern region far faster.  
 
The High North is seeing unprecedented changes, including drastic ice losses on land and sea, galloping 
permafrost thaw, raging wildfires, unseasonal storms, earlier springs, and more.   
 
The accelerated Arctic warming impacts weather down in the lower 48 and around the entire Northern 
Hemisphere by changing the temperature contrast between mid and high latitudes. 
 
Arctic warming also stands to disrupt the marine food web, increase mortality for polar bears and seals, and 
threaten the livelihoods of the region’s indigenous people. One bright note in the outlook: So far  whales seem 
to be benefitting from range expansion as sea ice recedes. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-why-an-olympian-bats-2000-km-flight-has-intrigued-scientists-7446062/
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7) Consider the following statements regarding Sun Spots. 

1. Sunspots are regions where the solar magnetic field is very strong. 
2. Sunspots appear darker than their surroundings because they are a few thousand degrees cooler than 

their surroundings. 
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
Sunspots are regions where the solar magnetic field is very strong. 
Sunspots appear darker than their surroundings because they are a few thousand degrees cooler than their 
surroundings. 
Most of the visible surface of the Sun has a temperature of about 5400 degrees C, but in a big sunspot the 
temperature can drop to about 4000 degrees C.  
 
8) Consider the following statements. 

1. Madhya Pradesh, Arunachal Pradesh and Mizoram have more than 75 per cent of their land under 
forest cover. 
 2. According to the Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980, each time forest land is diverted, the project 
proponent has to pay the state for the ecosystem services lost due to diverting forest land. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
Solution: b) 
 

States and Union Territories with more than 75 per cent of their land under forest cover can undertake 
compensatory afforestation in other states. Lakshadweep, Mizoram, Andaman & Nicobar Islands, Arunachal 
Pradesh, Manipur, Meghalaya and Nagaland fall in this category. 
 
According to the Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980, each time forest land is diverted, the project proponent has 
to pay the state to undertake plantation and for the ecosystem services lost due to diverting forest land, called 
Net Present Value (NPV). 
 
Madhya Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, Kerala and Rajasthan — states with the most degraded land. 
 
9) Consider the following statements regarding Atlantic Meridional Overturning Circulation (AMOC). 
 1. The AMOC is a large system of ocean currents.  
 2. It distributes heat and nutrients throughout the world’s ocean basins. 
 3. AMOC shutdown would increase the temperature over the northern hemisphere. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: a) 
 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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Atlantic Meridional Overturning Circulation (AMOC) is a large system of ocean currents. It is the Atlantic branch 
of the ocean conveyor belt or Thermohaline circulation (THC), and distributes heat and nutrients throughout the 
world’s ocean basins. 
 
AMOC carries warm surface waters from the tropics towards the Northern Hemisphere, where it cools and 
sinks. It then returns to the tropics and then to the South Atlantic as a bottom current. From there it is distributed 
to all ocean basins via the Antarctic circumpolar current. 
 
What happens if AMOC collapses? 
Gulf Stream, a part of the AMOC, is a warm current responsible for mild climate at the Eastern coast of North 
America as well as Europe. Without a proper AMOC and Gulf Stream, Europe will be very cold. 
Modelling studies have shown that an AMOC shutdown would cool the northern hemisphere and decrease 
rainfall over Europe. It can also have an effect on the El Nino. 
 
Source 
 
10) Consider the following statements regarding Living root bridges in India. 
 1. They are common in the state of Assam. 
 2. They are known to withstand monsoon storms and floods. 
 3. These are built out of rubber fig trees by the Khasi and Jaintia community. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2  
 b) 2 only 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 

• Meghalaya’s living root bridge system. This region has some of the highest rainfall in the world. When the 
monsoon comes, the rivers rushing by take out all the bridges, except for the living root bridges grown by the 
Khasi and Jaintia people. 

• Meghalaya's Khasi community weaves together tree roots to make living bridges that can withstand monsoon 
storms and floods. 

• These are built out of rubber fig trees planted near rivers by the community. They train the trees to grow 
across rivers and then, using bamboo scaffolding, they weave their secondary root systems together — after 
some years, you get a living root bridge. There are about 30 such bridges today. 

 
Source 
 
11) Consider the following statements. 
 1. All the countries in the Indian Ocean region have been integrated into the India’s coastal radar chain 
network.  
 2. The coastal radar chain network is meant to enable real-time monitoring of the high seas for threats.  
 3. Indian Navy’s Information Management and Analysis Centre (IMAC) is the nodal agency for maritime 
data fusion.  
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
India is planning to further expand:  
1. The coastal radar chain network meant to enable real-time monitoring of the high seas for threats.  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-atlantic-ocean-current-system-slowing-implications-7445388/
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2. Assistance for capacity building to Indian Ocean littoral states.  
 
India's past and future efforts in this regard:  
● Mauritius, Seychelles and Sri Lanka have already been integrated into the country’s coastal radar chain 
network.  
● Plans to set up coastal radar stations in the Maldives, Myanmar and Bangladesh.  
 
Indian Navy’s Information Management and Analysis Centre (IMAC) is the nodal agency for maritime data 
fusion. Located in Gurugram, it was set up after the 26/11 Mumbai terror attacks.  
 
The Navy set up the Information Fusion Centre for Indian Ocean Region (IFC-IOR) in December 2018 within the 
premises of the Information Management and Analysis Centre (IMAC) in Gurugram to track maritime movements 
in the region.  
 
12) Consider the following statements regarding Flash floods. 
 1. Flash floods are highly localized events caused by heavy or excessive rainfall in a short period of time, 
generally less than 6 hours. 
 2. India has launched first of its kind Flash Flood Guidance services for India and other South Asian 
countries. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
India has launched first of its kind Flash Flood Guidance services for India and other South Asian countries -- 
Bangladesh, Bhutan, Nepal, and Sri Lanka.  
● Under this, IMD will issue impact-based forecasting at the watershed and also city level, of floods which are 
very sudden and of short duration.  
 
What are Flash floods?  
They are highly localized events of short duration with a very high peak and usually have less than six hours 
between the occurrence of the rainfall and peak flood. 
 
13) Consider the following statements regarding Majuli Island. 
 1. Majuli Island is the world’s largest fully habituated river island located in the Brahmaputra River. 
 2. Majuli is the abode of the Assamese neo-Vaishnavite culture. 
 3. It became the first island to be made a district in India. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
The world’s largest, fully habituated river island Majuli is situated in the middle of Brahamputra, with the 
Kaziranga National Park touching Jorhat and Nagaon.  
 
In 2016 it became the first island to be made a district in India. 
 
Mājuli is the abode of the Assamese neo-Vaishnavite culture. 
 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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14) The warming up of oceans would affect fishes in which of the following ways? 
 1. It causes stress and decrease the range for fishes. 
 2. Increase diseases and even wipe out many commonly eaten fish. 
 3. The aerobic capacity of fish increases in warming waters. 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
The latest Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) report has warned that ocean warming will 
continue over the 21st century and is likely to continue until at least the year 2300 even if we minimise carbon 
emissions. 
 
The amount of ocean warming observed since 1971 will likely at least double by 2100 under a low warming 
scenario and will increase by 4-8 times under a high warming scenario. 
 
This warming can help create both anoxic (waters that have no dissolved oxygen) and hypoxic (low oxygen 
concentration) zones. The report adds that these oxygen-deficient areas are expected to persist for thousands of 
years. 
 
Previous studies have noted that warming oceans can cause stress, decrease the range, increase diseases and 
even wipe out many commonly eaten fish. Last year, a study noted that future ocean warming and acidification 
may drag down the commercial Arctic cod fishery by 2100. 
Several species were noted to migrate poleward or to deeper waters to stay in their ideal temperature range.  
 
As temperature increases, the demand for oxygen of many fish species will exceed their capacity to extract 
oxygen from the environment through their gills. As a result, the aerobic capacity of fish decreases in warming 
waters, and this reduction may be more important in larger fishes. 
 
Source 
 
15) Consider the following statements. 
 1. Natural rubber is native to warm humid Amazon forests and is not naturally suited for cold conditions. 
 2. The world’s first genetically modified (GM) rubber plant was planted recently in Uttarakhand. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
A Rubber Board research farm on the outskirts of Guwahati now sports the world’s first genetically modified 
(GM) rubber plant tailored for the climatic conditions in the Northeast. 
 
The GM rubber has additional copies of the gene MnSOD, or manganese-containing superoxide dismutase, 
inserted in the plant, which is expected to tide over the severe cold conditions during winter — a major factor 
affecting the growth of young rubber plants in the region. 
 
Natural rubber is a native of warm humid Amazon forests and is not naturally suited for the colder conditions 
in the Northeast. 
 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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The MnSOD gene has the ability to protect plants from the adverse effects of severe environmental stresses such 
as cold and drought. 
 
Source 
 
16) Consider the following statements. 
 1. Carbon neutrality refers to achieving net zero carbon dioxide emissions. 
 2. Renewable energy always produce zero carbon emissions. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
Carbon neutrality refers to achieving net zero carbon dioxide emissions by balancing carbon dioxide emissions 
with removal (often through carbon offsetting) or simply eliminating carbon dioxide emissions altogether (the 
transition to the "post-carbon economy"). 
 
Although both renewable and non-renewable energy both produce carbon emissions in some form, renewable 
energy has a lesser to almost zero carbon emissions. 
 

 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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3. Government Schemes and Programmes 
 
1) Consider the following statements regarding National Population Policy, 2000. 
 1. It aims to address the issues of contraception, maternal health and child survival. 
 2. The long-term objective is to achieve a stable population by 2045. 
 3. The National Family Planning Programme of the Ministry of Health & Family Welfare is guided by the 
tenets of the National Population Policy. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
The immediate objective of the NPP 2000 is to address the unmet needs for contraception, health care 
infrastructure, and health personnel, and to provide integrated service delivery for basic reproductive and child 
health care. 
 
The long-term objective is to achieve a stable population by 2045, at a level consistent with the requirements of 
sustainable economic growth, social development, and environmental protection. 
 
The National Family Planning Programme of the Ministry of Health & Family Welfare is guided by the tenets of 
the National Population Policy 2000 and oversees its implementation.  
 
Source  Source 
 
2) Directorate General of Foreign Trade (DGFT), sometimes seen in news is under which ministry 
 a) Ministry of Commerce and Industry  
 b) Ministry of Finance 
 c) Ministry of External Affairs  
 d) Ministry of Home Affairs 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
Directorate General of Foreign Trade (DGFT) organisation is an attached office of the Ministry of Commerce and 
Industry and is headed by Director General of Foreign Trade. DGFT is responsible for implementing the Foreign 
Trade Policy with the main objective of promoting India's exports. Keeping in line with liberalization and 
globalization and the overall objective of increasing of exports, DGFT has since been assigned the role of 
“facilitator”. The shift was from prohibition and control of imports/exports to promotion and facilitation of 
exports/imports, keeping in view the interests of the country. 
 
3) Consider the following statements. 

1. National Crime Records Bureau implements the Crime and Criminal Tracking Network and Systems 
(CCTNS) project. 
2. National Intelligence Grid (NATGRID) acts as a link between intelligence and investigation agencies. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: c) 
 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://nhm.gov.in/images/pdf/guidelines/nrhm-guidelines/national_population_policy_2000.pdf
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1601839
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CCTNS project is implemented by National Crime Records Bureau. 
 
First conceptualised in 2009, NATGRID seeks to become the one-stop destination for security and intelligence 
agencies to access database related to immigration entry and exit, banking and telephone details of a suspect on 
a “secured platform”.  
NATGRID will act as a link between intelligence and investigation agencies. 
 
4) Consider the following statements regarding e-RUPI. 
 1. e-RUPI is India’s first digital currency. 
 2. It has been developed by the National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI). 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
e-RUPI is a cashless and contactless digital payment medium, which will be delivered to mobile phones of 
beneficiaries in form of an SMS-string or a QR code. 
 
This will essentially be like a prepaid gift-voucher that will be redeemable at specific accepting centres without 
any credit or debit card, a mobile app or internet banking. e-RUPI will connect the sponsors of the services with 
the beneficiaries and service providers in a digital manner without any physical interface. 
 
The platform, which has been developed by the National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI), Department of 
Financial Services, Ministry of Health and Family Welfare and the National Health Authority, will be a person-
specific and purpose-specific payments system. 
 
According to the government, e-RUPI is expected to ensure a leak-proof delivery of welfare services. It can also be 
used for delivering services under schemes meant for providing drugs and nutritional support under Mother and 
Child welfare schemes, TB eradication programmes, drugs & diagnostics under schemes like Ayushman Bharat 
Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana, fertiliser subsidies etc. The government also said that even the private sector 
can leverage these digital vouchers as part of their employee welfare and corporate social responsibility 
programmes. 
 
Source 
 
5) Consider the following statements regarding National Mission on Himalayan Studies. 
 1. National Mission on Himalayan Studies scheme functions under the Union Ministry of Earth Sciences. 
 2. The Mission specifically targets the Indian Himalayan Region (IHR). 
 3. The goal is to improve quality of life and maintain ecosystem health of the Indian Himalayan Region. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 3 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
The National Mission on Himalayan Studies, for example, under the Ministry of Environment, Forest and 
Climate Change, Government of India, is a classic case in point that provides funds for research and technological 
innovations, but creating policies only for the Indian Himalayan Region (IHR).  
 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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The ultimate goal is to improve quality of life and maintain ecosystem health of the region to ensure long- term 
ecological security to the country. 
 
The Mission specifically targets the Indian Himalayan Region (IHR). The Indian Himalayan Region is spread across 
13 Indian States/Union Territories (namely Jammu and Kashmir, Ladakh, Uttarakhand, Himachal Pradesh, 
Arunachal Pradesh, Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, Sikkim, Tripura, Assam and West Bengal), 
stretching across 2500 km.  
 
Source  Source  Source 
 
6) Consider the following statements regarding the newly launched Academic Bank of Credit. 
 1. Academic Bank of Credit is envisaged as a digital bank that holds the credit earned by a student in any 
course. 
 2. It enable students to select the courses to suit their aptitude and to tailor their degrees, rather than 
undergoing the regularly prescribed degree or courses of a single university. 
 3. It has multi-exit and multi-entry option that will help students who have to take a break from their 
education for either financial or other reasons. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched several initiatives undertaken under the National Education Policy (NEP) 
2020 including Academic Bank of Credit and the Artificial Intelligence programme to make the youth future-
oriented and open the way for an AI-driven economy. 
 
Academic Bank of Credit is envisaged as a digital bank that holds the credit earned by a student in any course. It 
is a major instrument for facilitating multidisciplinary and holistic education and multiple entry and exit in higher 
education. 
 
A University Grants Commission notification said that the Academic Bank of Credits will enable students to select 
the best courses or combination of courses to suit their aptitude and to tailor their degrees or make specific 
modifications or specialisations rather than undergoing the rigid, regularly prescribed degree or courses of a 
single university. 
 
It said students will be academic account holders to whom the Academic Bank of Credits will provide a variety of 
services including credit verification, credit accumulation, credit transfer or redemption and authentication of 
academic awards. 
 
The multi-exit and multi-entry option will help those students who have to take a break from their education 
for either financial or other reasons. 
 
Source  Source 
 
7) Consider the following statements. 
 1. India stands in the top five position in the world in terms of installed Renewable Energy capacity. 
 2. India has set a target of generating 450 GW of Solar Energy by 2030. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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 Solution: a) 
 
The total installed renewable energy capacity in India, excluding large hydro, has crossed the mile-stone of 100 
GW. Today India stands at 4th position in the world in terms of installed RE capacity, 5th in solar and 4th in wind in 
terms of installed capacity. 
 
While 100 GW has been installed, 50 GW is under installation and 27 GW is under tendering. India has also 
enhanced its ambition to install 450 GW of renewable energy capacity by 2030. If large hydro is included the 
installed RE capacity increases to 146 GW. 
 
Source 
 
8) Consider the following statements regarding Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act, 2005. 
 1. The Act recognises domestic abuse as a punishable offence. 
 2. The Act provides a definition of "domestic violence" for the first time in Indian law. 
 3. It is both a civil and criminal law, meant for protection orders. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 1, 2 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
What is Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act 2005?  
It is an act to provide for more effective protection of the rights of Women guaranteed under the Constitution 
who are victims of violence of any kind occurring within the family and for matters connected therewith or 
incidental thereto.  
● It is the first significant attempt in India to recognise domestic abuse as a punishable offence, to extend its 
provisions to those in live-in relationships, and to provide for emergency relief for the victims, in addition to legal 
recourse.  
• The Act provides a definition of "domestic violence" for the first time in Indian law, with this definition being 
broad and including not only physical violence, but also other forms of violence such as emotional/verbal, sexual, 
and economic abuse.  
• It is a civil law meant primarily for protection orders, rather than criminal enforcement.  
 
9) Consider the following statements. 
 1. While the Union government fully funds the central sector schemes, centrally sponsored schemes are 
jointly funded by the Centre and states. 
 2. In the last five years, Union Government allocation for the centrally sponsored schemes is more than 
central sector schemes. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
While the Union government fully funds the central sector schemes, centrally sponsored schemes are jointly 
funded by the Centre and states. 
 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1745254


INSTA CURRENT AFFAIRS QUIZ 

www.insightsonindia.com                           21                                                                                InsightsIAS 

Central sector schemes have seen a massive jump in allocation of 26.4 per cent compared to the Budget 
Estimates of FY21, which had seen a 9.8 per cent increase in allocation. In the last five years, allocation for central 
sector schemes is more than centrally sponsored schemes. 
 
Source 
 
10) Operation “Meri Saheli”, is related to 
 a) Electronic record of Covid-19 vaccination 
 b) Preventing Illegal adoption of children 
 c) Security of Women travelling by trains 
 d) Reducing gender gap in workforce 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Operation “Meri Saheli”:  
● Indian Railways has launched “Meri Saheli” initiative for focused action on security of women across all zones 
with an objective to provide safety and security to lady passengers travelling by trains for their entire journey 
from starting station to destination station.  
● An initiative of RPF, the Strategy of the entails interaction with lady passengers especially those travelling alone 
by a team of young lady RPF personnel at the originating station.  
 
11) Consider the following statements POWER (Promoting Opportunities for Women in Exploratory Research) 

program. 
 1. It is a scheme to mitigate gender disparity in science and engineering research funding in various S&T 
programs in Indian academic institutions and R&D laboratories.  
 2. It is launched by Union Ministry of Women and Child Development. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
POWER- Promoting Opportunities for Women in Exploratory Research.  
● It is a scheme to mitigate gender disparity in science and engineering research funding in various S&T 
programs in Indian academic institutions and R&D laboratories.  
● Launched by the Science and Engineering Research Board (SERB), a Statutory body of the Department of 
Science and Technology (DST).  
 
Source 
 
12) Consider the following statements regarding National Commission for Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR). 
 1. It works under the administrative control of the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare. 
 2. The Commission’s Mandate is to ensure that the Laws, Policies, Programmes, and Administrative 
Mechanisms are in consonance with the Child Rights perspective as enshrined in the UN Convention on the Rights 
of the Child.  
 3. At least some members of the commission must be women. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 2 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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National Commission for Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR): 

• Set up in March 2007 under the Commission for Protection of Child Rights Act, 2005.  

• It works under the administrative control of the Ministry of Women & Child Development.  

• Definition: The Child is defined as a person in the 0 to 18 years age group.  

• The Commission’s Mandate is to ensure that all Laws, Policies, Programmes, and Administrative Mechanisms 
are in consonance with the Child Rights perspective as enshrined in the Constitution of India and also the UN 
Convention on the Rights of the Child.  

 
Composition:  
This commission has a chairperson and six members of which at least two should be women.  
● All of them are appointed by Central Government for three years.  
● The maximum age to serve in commission is 65 years for Chairman and 60 years for members.  
 
13) Consider the following statements regarding National Monetisation Pipeline (NMP). 
 1. It aims to unlock value in the identified infrastructure projects by engaging the private sector, and 
transferring to them revenue rights in the projects. 
 2. The identified infrastructure projects includes both greenfield and brownfield projects. 
 3. The ownership rights in the projects are not transferred to the private parties. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
The government unveiled a four-year National Monetisation Pipeline (NMP) worth an estimated Rs 6 lakh crore. 
It aims to unlock value in brownfield projects by engaging the private sector, transferring to them revenue 
rights and not ownership in the projects, and using the funds so generated for infrastructure creation across 
the country. 
The NMP has been announced to provide a clear framework for monetisation and give potential investors a ready 
list of assets to generate investment interest. The government has stressed that these are brownfield assets, 
which have been “de-risked” from execution risks, and therefore should encourage private investment. 
 
Source 
 
14) Consider the following statements regarding Panchayat Extension to Scheduled Areas (PESA) Act, 1996. 
 1. Parliament enacted the Panchayats (Extension to Scheduled Areas) Act, 1996 based on the 
recommendations of Bhuria Committee. 
 2. The PESA Act does not confer absolute powers to Gram Sabha and they must act on the aid and advice 
of state legislature to ensure the proper functioning of Gram Sabhas.  
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
After the Bhuria Committee recommendations in 1995, Panchayat Extension to Scheduled Areas (PESA) Act 
1996 came into existence for ensuring tribal self-rule for people living in scheduled areas of India. 
 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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The PESA Act conferred the absolute powers to Gram Sabha, whereas state legislature has given an advisory 
role to ensure the proper functioning of Panchayats and Gram Sabhas. The power delegated to Gram Sabha’s 
cannot be curtailed by a higher level, and there shall be independence throughout. 
 
Source 
 
15) Panchayat Extension to Scheduled Areas (PESA) Act 1996 confers which of the following powers to the Gram 

Sabhas? 
 1. Protection of traditional belief and culture of the tribal communities. 
 2. Resolution of the local disputes 
 3. Prevention of land alienation 
 4. Management of village markets 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 3 
 b) 1, 3, 4 
 c) 2, 3, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
The PESA Act conferred the absolute powers to Gram Sabha, whereas state legislature has given an advisory role 
to ensure the proper functioning of Panchayats and Gram Sabhas. The power delegated to Gram Sabha’s cannot 
be curtailed by a higher level, and there shall be independence throughout. Following powers and functions have 
been provided to the Gram Sabhas: 

• Protection of traditional belief, the culture of the tribal communities 

• Resolution of the local disputes 

• Prevention of land alienation 

• Management and protection of the common properties based on their traditions 

• Management of village markets 

• Right to control production, distillation, and prohibition of liquor 

• Exercise of control over money-lending 

• Any other rights involving the Scheduled Tribes. 
 
Source 
 
16) Consider the following statements regarding National Mission on Edible Oils - Oil Palm (NMEO-OP). 
 1. NMEO-OP aims to promote palm cultivation and reduce the country’s dependence on edible oils 
imports. 
 2. Under the mission, there will be a special focus on developing oil palm plantations in Gujarat and 
Rajasthan. 
 3. It provides viability gap funding and planting material assistance to oil palm farmers to boost domestic 
production. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
The Centre will offer price assurances, viability gap funding and planting material assistance to oil palm farmers 
to boost domestic production and reduce dependence on imports via a new mission approved by the Cabinet. 
 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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Over a five-year period, the financial outlay for the National Mission on Edible Oils-Oil Palm (NMEO-OP) will 
amount to ₹11,040 crore of which ₹8,844 crore is the share of the Central government. 
 
The Mission hopes to increase oil palm acreage by an additional 6.5 lakh hectare by 2025-26 and grow production 
of crude palm oil to 11.2 lakh tonnes by 2025-26 and up to 28 lakh tonnes by 2029-30. 
 
The government aimed to reduce the risk for farmers facing price fluctuation of the fresh fruit bunches from 
which oil is extracted, due to volatility in the international market. 
  
In a bid to encourage oil palm cultivation in northeastern India and in the Andaman and Nicobar islands, the 
Centre will bear an additional cost of 2% of the crude palm oil prices in these States. The scheme has a sunset 
clause, ending November 1, 2037. 
 
Source 
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4. Science and Technology 
 
1) Consider the following statements regarding Machine to Machine communications (M2M). 
 1. Machine to Machine communications refer to automated applications which involve machines or 
devices communicating through a network without human intervention.  
 2. It enables data to be transmitted from one device to another device through wired and wireless 
communications networks. 
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
M2M communications refer to automated applications which involve machines or devices communicating 
through a network without human intervention. Sensors and communication modules are embedded within 
M2M devices, enabling data to be transmitted from one device to another device through wired and wireless 
communications networks. 
 
2) Consider the following statements regarding Nuclear magnetic resonance spectroscopy (NMR). 
 1. Nuclear magnetic resonance spectroscopy (NMR) technique is used for determining the structure of 
organic compounds.  
 2. It can be used to test the adulterants in food. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Nuclear magnetic resonance spectroscopy (NMR) is the most powerful technique for determining the structure of 
organic compounds. NMR techniques are used successfully in various food systems for quality control and 
research.  
 
Centre for Science and Environment (CSE) said the investigation found that the honey sold by 10 out of 13 brands 
in Indian markets are adulterated with sugar syrup. Nuclear Magnetic Resonance (NMR) tests managed to expose 
the adulteration.  
 
3) Quantum dots (QDs) are man-made nanoscale crystals that can transport electrons. Potential applications of 

quantum dots include  
 1. Solar Cells 
 2. LEDs 
 3. Single-electron transistors 
 4. Medical Imaging 
 5. Cell Biology Research 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 3, 5 
 b) 1, 3, 4, 5 
 c) 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 
 d) 2, 3, 4, 5 
 
 Solution: c) 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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Quantum dots (QDs) are semiconductor particles a few nanometres in size, 
having optical and electronic properties that differ from larger particles due to quantum mechanics.  
When the quantum dots are illuminated by UV light, an electron in the quantum dot can be excited to a state 
of higher energy. 
 
Potential applications of quantum dots include single-electron transistors, solar cells, LEDs, lasers, single-
photon sources, second-harmonic generation, quantum computing, cell biology research, and medical 
imaging. Their small size allows for some QDs to be suspended in solution, which may lead to use in inkjet 
printing and spin-coating. They have been used in Langmuir-Blodgett thin-films. These processing techniques 
result in less expensive and less time-consuming methods of semiconductor fabrication. 
 
4) Consider the following statements regarding “Innate immunity” in human beings.  
 1. It is present at the time of birth.  
 2. It is disease specific due to its memory of disease attack and response.  
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 

a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
Solution: b) 

 
Innate immunity: 
It prevents the entry of the foreign agents into our body when our bodies are weak especially at the time of birth. 
It remains with us throughout our lives.  
It is “Acquired Immunity” that is disease specific, not innate immunity which is general in nature. This means 
that our body when it encounters a pathogen for the first time produces a response called primary response 
which is of low intensity.  
Subsequent encounter with the same pathogen elicits a highly intensified secondary or anamnestic response. This 
is ascribed to the fact that our body appears to have memory of the first encounter.  
 
5) Near Field Communications (NFC) technology is used in which among the following applications?  

1. Baggage identification in Airports 
2. Contactless card payment 
3. Keyless Access to doors and vehicles 
4. Metro train cards 

Select the correct answer code: 
  a) 1, 2, 3  
  b) 2, 3, 4  
  c) 1, 2, 4  
  d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 

Solution: d) 
 
Near field communication is a technology to transfer information between devices in close proximity using RF 
signals. 
NFC technology offers wide range of features from keyless access to smart tags for medical applications. 
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Source 
 

6) Ailments not caused by Virus are 
1. Severe acute respiratory syndrome (SARS) 
2. Dysentery 
3. Typhoid 
4. Influenza  

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 2, 4  
b) 2, 3 
c) 1, 4  
d) 1, 3 
  
Solution: b)  

 
Common ailments like cold, influenza (flu) and most coughs are caused by viruses. SARS, polio and chicken pox 
are also caused by viruses. 
Diseases like dysentery and malaria are caused by protozoans whereas typhoid and tuberculosis (TB) are 
bacterial diseases. 
 

7) Astronauts have to wear special protective space suits filled with air when they go to the moon or outer 
space. This is because of  

1. Lack of air pressure in these regions  
2. Very cold temperature in these regions  
3. Dangerous radiation in these regions 

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 1, 2  
b) 2, 3   
c) 1, 2, 3  
d) 1 only 
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Solution: c)  
 
On the moon there is almost no air and hence no air pressure. If they did not wear these space suits, the counter 
pressure exerted by the body of the astronauts would make the blood vessels burst. The astronauts would bleed. 
 
Astronauts must wear spacesuits whenever they leave a spacecraft and are exposed to the environment of space. 
In space, there is no air to breath and no air pressure. Space is extremely cold and filled with dangerous 
radiation. Without protection, an astronaut would quickly die in space. Spacesuits are specially designed to 
protect astronauts from the cold, radiation and low pressure in space. They also provide air to breathe. Wearing 
a spacesuit allows an astronaut to survive and work in space. 
 

8) Prime editing, sometimes seen in news is related to 
 a) 3D printing Technology 
 b) Genome editing technology 
 c) Blockchain Technology 
 d) Editing subatomic particles in Quantum communication 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
Prime editing is a ‘search-and-replace’ genome editing technology in molecular biology by which the genome of 
living organisms may be modified. The technology directly writes new genetic information into a targeted DNA 
site. 
 

9) Consider the following statements regarding 5G Technology. 
 1. 5G or fifth generation is the latest upgrade in the long-term evolution (LTE) mobile broadband 
networks.  
 2. 5G works only in high frequency spectrum.  
 3. 5G is set to be as much as 100 times faster than 4G. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1 only 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
5G or fifth generation is the latest upgrade in the long-term evolution (LTE) mobile broadband networks. 5G 
mainly works in 3 bands, namely low, mid and high frequency spectrum — all of which have their own uses as 
well as limitations. 
 
With speeds of up to 100 gigabits per second, 5G is set to be as much as 100 times faster than 4G. 
 

10) Consider the following statements regarding Goldilocks zone. 
1. Goldilocks zone, is the area around a star where it is not too hot and not too cold for liquid water to 
exist on the surface of surrounding planets. 
2. If a planet is in the Goldilocks Zone of a star, it necessarily means the planet is going to have life or 
liquid water. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: a) 
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The Goldilocks Zone refers to the habitable zone around a star where the temperature is just right - not too hot 
and not too cold - for liquid water to exist on a planet. 
Just because a planet or moon is in the Goldilocks Zone of a star, doesn't mean it's going to have life or even 
liquid water. 
After all, Earth isn't the only planet in the Sun's Goldilocks Zone - Venus and Mars are also in this habitable zone, 
but aren't currently habitable. 
 

11) Pneumoconiosis, sometimes seen in news is related to 
 a) High blood glucose levels 
 b) Black lung disease 
 c) Tuberculosis 
 d) High levels of fat in the blood 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
Coal mine workers and communities around coal mines face many adverse diseases, prominent among them 
pneumoconiosis (commonly known as black lung disease) due to the inhalation of coal dust, as well as diseases 
due to polluted drinking water. 
 

12) Consider the following statements regarding Pneumococcal disease. 
 1. Pneumococcal disease is a viral disease and is a significant contributor for under-five mortality rate 
worldwide. 
 2. Pneumococcal disease is spread from infected person to others by direct contact with respiratory 
secretions, like saliva or mucus. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
Pune-based Serum Institute of India (SII) unveiled India’s first indigenously developed pneumococcal vaccine. 
 
The vaccine targets the pneumococcal bacterium, which causes pneumonia and other serious life-threatening 
diseases such as meningitis and sepsis, and is estimated to cause nearly four lakh deaths in children under five 
years of age each year worldwide. 
 
Pneumococcal disease is a significant contributor under-five mortality rate worldwide. 
 
In view of its widespread fatality, the World Health Organization in 2018 recommended the inclusion of the 
pneumococcal conjugate vaccine (PCV) in routine childhood immunisation programmes in all countries. 
 
Pneumococcal bacteria spread from person-to-person by direct contact with respiratory secretions, like saliva 
or mucus. Many people, especially children, have the bacteria in their nose or throat at one time or another 
without being ill.  
 

13) Consider the following statements regarding Extra Neutral Alcohol. 
 1. Extra Neutral Alcohol is formed from molasses that are a residue of sugarcane processing. 
 2. It is the primary raw material for making alcoholic beverages. 
 3. It is also used in the manufacturing of cosmetics and personal care products. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
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 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
What is ENA? 
It is a byproduct of the sugar industry. 
Formed from molasses that are a residue of sugarcane processing. 
It is the primary raw material for making alcoholic beverages. 
 
Features: 
It is colourless food-grade alcohol that does not have any impurities. 
It has a neutral smell and taste and typically contains over 95 per cent alcohol by volume. 
 
Other applications of ENA: 
An essential ingredient in the manufacture of cosmetics and personal care products such as perfumes, 
toiletries, hair spray, etc. 
Utilized in the production of some lacquers, paints and ink for the printing industry, as well as in pharmaceutical 
products such as antiseptics, drugs, syrups, medicated sprays. 
 

14) Consider the following statements regarding Dry ice. 
 1. Dry ice is the solid form of carbon dioxide. 
 2. It has lower temperature than that of water ice. 
 3. It is used to prevent insect activity in closed containers of grains and grain products. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
Dry ice is the solid form of carbon dioxide. It is used primarily as a cooling agent. Its advantages include lower 
temperature than that of water ice and not leaving any residue (other than incidental frost from moisture in the 
atmosphere). It is useful for preserving frozen foods where mechanical cooling is unavailable. 
 
This extreme cold makes the solid dangerous to handle without protection due to burns caused by freezing 
(frostbite). While generally not very toxic, the outgassing from it can cause hypercapnia (abnormally elevated 
carbon dioxide levels in the blood) due to build-up in confined locations. 
 
Dry ice can be used to arrest and prevent insect activity in closed containers of grains and grain products, as it 
displaces oxygen, but does not alter the taste or quality of foods. For the same reason, it can prevent or retard 
food oils and fats from becoming rancid. 
 
When dry ice is placed in water, sublimation is accelerated, and low-sinking, dense clouds of smoke-like fog are 
created. This is used in fog machines, at theatres, haunted house attractions, and nightclubs for dramatic effects.  
 
One of the largest mechanical uses of dry ice is blast cleaning. 
 

15) Consider the following statements regarding GSLV Mk-III. 
 1. GSLV Mk III is designed to carry satellites into both Geosynchronous Transfer Orbit (GTO) and Low 
Earth Orbit (LEO). 

2. Missions like Gaganyaan and Chandrayaan-3 will be launched on GSLV Mk-III. 
 2. GSLV Mk-III uses a Russian-developed cryogenic engine in the upper stage. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 2 only 
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 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 

• GSLV MkIII, chosen to launch Chandrayaan-2 spacecraft, is a three-stage heavy lift launch vehicle developed 
by ISRO. The vehicle has two solid strap-ons, a core liquid booster and a cryogenic upper stage. 

• GSLV Mk III is designed to carry 4 ton class of satellites into Geosynchronous Transfer Orbit (GTO) or about 
10 tons to Low Earth Orbit (LEO), which is about twice the capability of the GSLV Mk II. 

• Missions like Gaganyaan and Chandrayaan-3 will be launched on GSLV Mk-III.  

• GSLV Mk-III too uses an indigenously-developed cryogenic engine in the upper stage, but, unlike the one in 
Mk-II, this is not a reverse-engineered Russian engine. Instead, the cryogenic engine used in GSLV Mk-III, 
called CE20, has been the result of over three decades of research and development, starting from scratch, 
and uses a different process to burn fuel. It is closer to the designs used in the Arianne rockets that were used 
by ISRO earlier to send its heavier satellites into space. 

 
Source  Source 
 

16) Consider the following statements regarding NISAR mission. 
 1. NISAR mission is a collaboration between NASA and ISRO.  
 2. It uses synthetic aperture radars (SAR) to monitor the entire Earth. 
 3. It aims to measure the Earth’s changing ecosystems and dynamic surfaces to provide information about 
biomass, natural hazards, sea-level rise and groundwater. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
NISAR mission, a first-of-its-kind collaboration between NASA and ISRO for a joint earth-observation satellite. 
NISAR, which will use two synthetic aperture radars (SAR) to monitor the entire Earth in a 12-day cycle, is the 
most important mission as yet involving the GSLV Mk-II rocket. 
 
NISAR mission aims to measure the Earth’s changing ecosystems and dynamic surfaces to provide information 
about biomass, natural hazards, sea-level rise and groundwater. It will help researchers and user agencies to 
systematically map the surface of the earth. ISRO wants to use it for a variety of purposes including agricultural 
mapping, and monitoring of glaciers in the Himalayas, landslide-prone areas and changes in the coastline. 
 
As part of the collaboration, NASA will provide one of the synthetic aperture radars (L-band) while the other (S-
band) will come from ISRO. NASA will also provide communication and control systems while the launch and 
related services would be the responsibility of ISRO. 
As of now, NISAR is scheduled for launch in early 2023 from the Sriharikota facility.  
 
Source 
 

17) Consider the following statements regarding Zoonotic diseases. 
 1. Zoonotic diseases are mainly infectious diseases that are naturally transmitted between vertebrate 
animals and humans.  
 2. Zoonotic pathogens may be bacterial, viral or parasitic, or may involve unconventional agents. 
 3. Brucellosis is a zoonotic infection caused by the bacteria of the genus Brucella.  
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
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 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
A zoonosis is an infectious disease that has jumped from a non-human animal to humans. Zoonotic pathogens 
may be bacterial, viral or parasitic, or may involve unconventional agents and can spread to humans through 
direct contact or through food, water or the environment.  
 
Various studies indicate that more than two-thirds of existing and emerging infectious diseases are zoonotic.  
● The transboundary impact of viral outbreaks in recent years such as the Nipah virus, Ebola, Severe Acute 
Respiratory Syndrome (SARS), Middle East Respiratory Syndrome (MERS) and Avian Influenza.  
 
 
Brucellosis is a zoonotic infection caused by the bacteria of the genus Brucella.  
 
Source 
 

18) Consider the following statements regarding Monoclonal antibodies. 
 1. They are artificially created antibodies. 
 2. Monoclonal antibodies are used for people whose immune systems are unable to make sufficient 
amounts of antibodies. 
 3. They are used in treating Ebola, HIV and psoriasis. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
Monoclonal antibody therapies: 
They are artificially created antibodies that aim to aid the body’s natural immune system.  
They target a specific antigen — a protein from the pathogen that induces immune response. 
 
How are they created?  

• Monoclonal antibodies can be created in the lab by exposing white blood cells to a particular antigen.  

• To increase the quantity of antibodies produced, a single white blood cell is cloned, which in turn is used to 
create identical copies of the antibodies.  

• In the case of Covid-19, scientists usually work with the spike protein of the SARS-CoV-2 virus, which 
facilitates the entry of the virus into the host cell.  

 
In a healthy body, the immune system is able to create antibodies. However, for people whose immune systems 
are unable to make sufficient amounts of these antibodies, monoclonal antibodies are used. 
 
Monoclonal antibodies are now relatively common. They are used in treating Ebola, HIV, psoriasis etc. 
 

19) Consider the following statements regarding Vitamin D. 
 1. Vitamin D is a fat-soluble vitamin. 
 2. It is produced only when sunlight falls on the skin of the human body. 
 3. Vitamin D deficiency can cause rickets in children. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
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 a) 1, 2 
 b) 3 only 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
A study done by the doctors of Nizams Institute of Medical Sciences (NIMS) has revealed that high Vitamin D 
levels reduce the risk of coronavirus infection, and administration of the vitamin in the infected patients 
considerably reduce mortality. 
 
Vitamin D is a fat-soluble vitamin, meaning that it dissolves in fats and oils and can be stored in your body for a 
long time.  
● It is produced when sunlight (or artificial light, particularly in the ultraviolet region of 190-400 nm 
wavelength) falls on the skin and triggers a chemical reaction to a cholesterol-based molecule, and converts it 
into calcidiol in the liver and into calcitriol in the kidney.  
● Its role: It is known to help in having  
the right amount of calcium in the bones, catalyse the process of protecting cell membranes  from damage, 
preventing the inflammation of tissues and helping stop tissues from forming fibres and weakening bones from 
becoming brittle, leading to osteoporosis.  
● Vitamin D deficiency can cause rickets in children and osteomalacia in adults.  
 

20) Consider the following statements regarding Nano Urea. 
 1. In comparison to Conventional Urea the uptake efficiency of Nano Urea is more than 80 %.  
 2. It is Cheaper than conventional urea. 
 3. In the long run, Nano urea liquid reduces the emissions of nitrous oxide into soil, air and water bodies.  
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2, 3 
 c) 1, 2, 3 
 d) 1, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 

• Nano Urea (Liquid) contains nanoscale nitrogen particles which have more surface area (10,000 times over 1 
mm Urea prill) and number of particles (55,000 nitrogen particles over 1 mm Urea prill) which makes it more 
impactful. In comparison to Urea the uptake efficiency of Nano Urea is more than 80 %. It is thus, required 
in lesser measure compared to the conventional urea fertiliser to fulfil plant’s nitrogen requirement.  

• It has better use efficiency than conventional urea. 

• Environment friendly product, can improve Soil, Air & Water quality thus, helps in addressing the concerns of 
Global Warming and in meeting the UN SDGs. 

• Cheaper than conventional urea. 
 

21) Consider the following statements regarding Trans Fats. 
 1. Trans fats are produced both naturally and artificially. 
 2. Repeated use and heating of oil at high temperature can increase the trans-fat content.  
 3. Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) has restricted the permissible amount of Trans 
Fats in food products to 5 per cent from 2022. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
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 Solution: b) 
 
The Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) has restricted the permissible amount of industrial 
Trans Fatty Acid (TFA) in food products to 2 per cent from 2022. India would thus be achieving the WHO target a 
year in advance. 
 
In mid-2016, the trans fat content limit was halved from 10% to 5%, and in December 2020, the Food Safety and 
Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) capped it to 3% by 2021. 
 
These fats are largely produced artificially but a small amount also occurs naturally.  
 
Even when the fat/oil contains less than 2% trans fat, repeated use at high temperature can increase the trans 
fat content.  
 

22) Consider the following statements regarding Trans-fats. 
 1. Artificial Trans-fats are formed when hydrogen is made to react with the vegetable oil. 
 2. They are used as an adulterant as they are cheap.  
 3. They do not increase the shelf life of food items. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
What are Industrial trans fatty acids?  

• Trans fatty acids are created in an industrial process that adds hydrogen to liquid vegetable oils to make 
them more solid, increase shelf life of food items and for use as an adulterant as they are cheap.  

• They are present in baked, fried and processed foods as well as adulterated ghee which becomes solid at 
room temperature.  

• They are the most harmful form of fats as they clog arteries and cause hypertension, heart attacks and other 
cardiovascular diseases.  

 

23) Consider the following statements. 
 1. A geosynchronous satellite has an orbital period same as the Earth's rotation period.  
 2. Not all geosynchronous satellites are geostationary. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
A geosynchronous satellite is a satellite in geosynchronous orbit, with an orbital period the same as the Earth's 
rotation period.  
 
Different orbits:  
● A Geosynchonous Orbit (GEO) takes a satellite around the Earth at a rate of once per day, keeping it roughly in 
the same area over the ground.  
● A Geostationary Orbit (GSO) is a geosynchronous orbit with an inclination of zero, meaning, it lies on the 
equator.  
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All geostationary satellites are geosynchronous. Not all geosynchronous satellites are geostationary. 
 

24) Consider the following statements regarding Tuberculosis. 
 1. Tuberculosis is an infectious disease caused by the bacillus Mycobacterium tuberculosis.  
 2. Along with Lungs, Tuberculosis also affects brain and kidneys. 
 3. At present Tuberculosis is only preventable and not curable.  
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1 only 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
 

• TB is an infectious disease caused by the bacillus Mycobacterium tuberculosis.  

• It typically affects the lungs (pulmonary TB) but can also affect other sites such as the brain, the kidneys, or 
the spine.  

• The disease is spread when people who are sick with pulmonary TB expel bacteria into the air, for example by 
coughing.  

• In most cases, TB is treatable and curable; however, persons with TB can die if they do not get proper 
treatment.  

• Diagnostic tests for TB disease include – Rapid molecular test, Sputum smear microscopy, Culture-based 
methods  

 

25) Consider the following statements regarding Serial Interval related to Covid-19 infection. 
 1. The serial interval is the duration between symptom onset of a primary case and symptom onset of 
secondary cases generated by the primary case. 
 2. The serial interval helps to gauge the effectiveness of infection control interventions. 
 3. Delay in identifying and isolating the person who contracted Covid-19 leads to shorter serial interval. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
The serial interval is the duration between symptom onset of a primary case and symptom onset of secondary 
cases (contacts) generated by the primary case.  
In simple terms, the serial interval is the gap between the onset of Covid-19 symptoms in Person A and Person 
B, who is infected by Person A. 
 
The serial interval helps to gauge the effectiveness of infection control interventions besides indicating rising 
population immunity and forecast future incidence.  
Thus, the more quickly persons who contracted Covid-19 are identified and isolated, the shorter the serial 
interval becomes and cuts down opportunities for transmission of the virus. 
 

26) Earth-observation satellites are used for 
 1. Land and forest monitoring 
 2. Mapping of resources like water, minerals and fishes 
 3. Weather and climate observations 
 4. Soil assessment 
Select the correct answer code: 
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 a) 1, 2, 3 
 b) 1, 2, 4 
 c) 2, 3, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
What are earth-observation satellites used for?  
Land and forest mapping and monitoring, mapping of resources like water or minerals or fishes, weather and 
climate observations, soil assessment, geospatial contour mapping are all done through earth-observation 
satellites. 
 
27) Consider the following statements regarding African swine fever (ASF). 
 1. ASF is a highly contagious and fatal animal disease that infects domestic and wild pigs. 
 2. The disease is seen and confined to African region. 
 3. ASF is not a threat to human beings since it only spreads from animals to other animals. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 

• ASF is a highly contagious 
and fatal animal disease 
that infects domestic and 
wild pigs, typically 
resulting in an acute form 
of hemorrhagic fever.  

• It was first detected in 
Africa in the 1920s.  

• ASF is not a threat to 
human beings since it 
only spreads from 
animals to other animals.  

• As of now, there is no 
approved vaccine, which 
is also a reason why 
animals are culled to 
prevent the spread of 
infection.  
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5. International Relations and Organisations 
 
1) Consider the following statements. 
 1. The International Seabed Authority (ISA) is an autonomous international organization established 
under the 1982 United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS). 

2. International Seabed Authority regulates the mining efforts in the Seabed and protect the seabed 
environment. 

3. The Seabed Area and its resources are the common heritage of mankind. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
The International Seabed Authority (ISA) is an autonomous international organization established under the 
1982 United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) and the 1994 Agreement relating to the 
Implementation of Part XI of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (1994 Agreement).  
 
ISA is the organization through which States Parties to UNCLOS organize and control all mineral-resources-
related activities in the Area for the benefit of mankind as a whole. In so doing, ISA has the mandate to ensure 
the effective protection of the marine environment from harmful effects that may arise from deep-seabed 
related activities. 
 
The Area and its resources are the common heritage of mankind. The Area covers around 54 per cent of the 
total area of the world’s oceans. 
 
Source Source 
 
2) Cairo Programme of Action, sometimes seen in news is related to 
 a) Mitigating Climate Change 
 b) Population issues 
 c) Non-proliferation of Ballistic missiles 
 d) Controlling Ocean pollution 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
The United Nations coordinated an International Conference on Population and Development (ICPD) in Cairo, 
Egypt, on 5–13 September 1994. Its resulting Programme of Action is the steering document for the United 
Nations Population Fund (UNFPA). 
 
3) Consider the following statements regarding North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO). 
 1. A NATO decision is the expression of the collective will of all member countries since all decisions are 
taken by consensus. 
 2. NATO’s Membership Action Plan helps aspiring members prepare for membership by providing 
practical advice and targeted assistance. 
 3. NATO membership is open to any UN member in a position to further the principles of this Treaty and 
to contribute to the security of the North Atlantic area. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 1 only 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
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 Solution: a) 
 
NATO membership is open to “any other European state in a position to further the principles of this Treaty 
and to contribute to the security of the North Atlantic area.”  
 
A “NATO decision” is the expression of the collective will of all 30 member countries since all decisions are 
taken by consensus. 
 
NATO also has what it calls the Membership Action Plan. It helps aspiring members prepare for membership and 
meet key requirements by providing practical advice and targeted assistance. 
 
4) Consider the following statements regarding Budapest Convention. 
 1. It is the first international treaty seeking to address Internet and computer crime by harmonizing 
national laws and increasing cooperation among nations. 
 2. It was drawn up by UN Security Council. 
 3. India is a signatory to the Convention. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
Budapest Convention  

• Also known as the Convention on Cybercrime, it is the first international treaty seeking to address Internet 
and computer crime by harmonizing national laws, improving investigative techniques, and increasing 
cooperation among nations.  

• It was drawn up by the Council of Europe in Strasbourg, France, with the active participation of the Council of 
Europe’s observer states Canada, Japan, South Africa and the United States.  

• It is open for ratification even to states that are not members of the Council of Europe.  
 
As of September 2019, 64 states have ratified the convention. 
 
India did not participate in the negotiation of the Convention and thus is worried about it.  
 
5) Consider the following statements regarding Association of World Election Bodies (A-WEB). 
 1. It is the largest association of Election Management Bodies (EMBs) worldwide.  
 2. Election Commission of India holds the Chairmanship of the Association of World Election Bodies (A-
WEB). 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Election Commission of India has completed one year of Chairmanship of the Association of World Election 
Bodies (A-WEB). 
 
About The Association of World Election Bodies (A-WEB):  
● It is the largest association of Election Management Bodies (EMBs) worldwide.  
● Established on October 14, 2013 in Song-do, South Korea.  
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● Permanent secretariat is located at Seoul.  
● Aims to foster efficiency and effectiveness in conducting free, fair, transparent and participative elections 
worldwide.  
 
6) Consider the following statements regarding Amnesty International. 
 1. Amnesty International is a United Nations backed organisation focused on human rights.  
 2. The organisation was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize for its “campaign against torture”. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
Amnesty International is a non-governmental organisation focused on human rights.  
● The stated objective of the organisation is “to conduct research and generate action to prevent and end grave 
abuses of human rights, and to demand justice for those whose rights have been violated.”  
● The organisation was awarded the 1977 Nobel Peace Prize for its “campaign against torture,” and the United 
Nations Prize in the Field of Human Rights in 1978.  
● In the field of international human rights organisations, Amnesty has the second longest history, after the 
International Federation for Human Rights and broadest name recognition.  
 
7) Consider the following statements regarding Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB). 
 1. Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) is a multilateral development bank with a mission to 
improve social and economic outcomes in Asia and beyond.  
 2. All the G-20 nations are members of AIIB. 
 3. China is the largest shareholder in the bank followed by India. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2, 3 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1 only 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) is a multilateral development bank with a mission to improve social 
and economic outcomes in Asia and beyond.  
The Parties (57 founding members) to agreement comprise the Membership of the Bank.  
● It is headquartered in Beijing.  
● It commenced operations in January 2016.  
 
Aim:  
By investing in sustainable infrastructure and other productive sectors today, it aims to connect people, services 
and markets that over time will impact the lives of billions and build a better future.  
 
Membership:  
● There are more than 100 members now.  
● Fourteen of the G-20 nations are AIIB members including France, Germany, Italy and the United Kingdom.  
 
Voting Rights:  
● China is the largest shareholder with 26.61 % voting shares in the bank followed by India (7.6%), Russia 
(6.01%) and Germany (4.2 %).  
The regional members hold 75% of the total voting power in the Bank.  
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8) Consider the following statements regarding New Development Bank (NDB). 
 1. It is a multilateral development bank established by the BRICS states. 
 2. The NDB has received observer status in the United Nations General Assembly. 
 3. Like the World Bank, in the NDB each participant country will be assigned one vote. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 1 only 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
About NDB:  
It is a multilateral development bank operated by the BRICS states (Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa).  
● It was agreed to by BRICS leaders at the 5th BRICS summit held in Durban, South Africa in 2013.  
● It was established in 2014, at the 6th BRICS Summit at Fortaleza, Brazil.  
● The bank is set up to foster greater financial and development cooperation among the five emerging markets.  
In 2018, the NDB received observer status in the United Nations General Assembly, establishing a firm basis for 
active and fruitful cooperation with the UN. 
 
Voting:  
Unlike the World Bank, which assigns votes based on capital share, in the New Development Bank each 
participant country will be assigned one vote, and none of the countries will have veto power. 
 
9) Consider the following statements regarding India–US Strategic Energy Partnership. 
 1. India–US Strategic Energy Partnership is co-chaired by NITI Aayog and United States Agency for 
International Development (USAID).  
 2. Sustainable Growth Pillar is an important pillar of India–US Strategic Energy Partnership. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
In the joint working group meeting of the Sustainable Growth Pillar, an India Energy Modeling Forum was 
launched. 
 
Sustainable Growth Pillar is an important pillar of India-US Strategic Energy Partnership co-chaired by NITI Aayog 
and United States Agency for International Development (USAID).  
The SG pillar entails energy data management, energy modelling and collaboration on low carbon technologies as 
three key activities.  
 
10) Consider the following statements regarding Missile Technology Control Regime. 
 1. It is an informal and voluntary partnership among countries. 
 2. It was formed by the G-20 countries. 
 3. It is not a legally binding treaty on the members.  
 4. It focuses on the proliferation of missiles for the delivery of all types of weapons of mass destruction 
(WMD). 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2, 3 
 b) 2, 3, 4 
 c) 1, 3, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
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 Solution: c) 
 
Missile Technology Control Regime  
• It is an informal and voluntary partnership among 35 countries.  
• Objective: to prevent the proliferation of missile and unmanned aerial vehicle technology capable of carrying 
greater than 500 kg payload for more than 300 km. The regime was formed in 1987 by the G-7 industrialized 
countries (Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, the UK, and the United States).  
• It is not a legally binding treaty on the members.  
 
What is the purpose of the MTCR?  
• The MTCR was initiated by like-minded countries to address the increasing proliferation of nuclear weapons by 
addressing the most destabilizing delivery system for such weapons.  
• In 1992, the MTCR’s original focus on missiles for nuclear weapons delivery was extended to a focus on the 
proliferation of missiles for the delivery of all types of weapons of mass destruction (WMD), i.e., nuclear, 
chemical and biological weapons. Such proliferation has been identified as a threat to international peace and 
security.  
 
India and the MTCR:  
India was inducted into the Missile Technology Control Regime in 2016 as the 35thmember.  
China is not a member of this regime but it had verbally pledged to adhere to its original guidelines but not to the 
subsequent additions. 
 
11) Consider the following statements regarding Indian Ocean Commission. 
 1. It is an intergovernmental organization that handles maritime governance in the western Indian Ocean. 
 2. India is a member in the Indian Ocean Commission. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
India is an observer in the Indian Ocean Commission, an organization that handles maritime governance in the 
western Indian Ocean. 
 
About IOC:  
• It is an intergovernmental organization created in 1982.  
• It was institutionalized in 1984 by the Victoria Agreement in Seychelles.  
• It is composed of five African Indian Ocean nations: Comoros, Madagascar, Mauritius, Réunion (an overseas 
region of France), and Seychelles.  
• It's principal mission is to strengthen the ties of friendship between the countries and to be a platform of 
solidarity for the entire population of the African Indian Ocean region.  
• The Commission has a Secretariat which is located in Mauritius and headed by a Secretary General.  
• The Commission has five observers — China, India, EU, Malta and International Organisation of La 
Francophonie (OIF).  
 
12) Consider the following statements regarding Permanent Court of Arbitration (PCA). 
 1. It helps developing countries meet part of the costs involved in international arbitration. 
 2. The decisions or awards of the PCA are not binding on the parties. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
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 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
Permanent Court of Arbitration (PCA)  
• Established in 1899.  
• Headquartered at the Hague in Netherlands.  
• It has Financial Assistance Fund which aims at helping developing countries meet part of the costs involved in 
international arbitration or other means of dispute settlement offered by the PCA.  
• All decisions, called “awards” are binding on all the parties in the dispute and have to be carried out without 
delay.  
 
Functions and jurisdiction:  
It provides services of arbitral tribunal to resolve disputes that arise out of international agreements between 
member states, international organizations or private parties.  
• The cases span a range of legal issues involving territorial and maritime boundaries, sovereignty, human rights, 
international investment, and international and regional trade.  
 
The organization is not a United Nations agency, but the PCA is an official United Nations Observer. 
 
13) Which of the following are the UN Specialised Agencies? 
 1. International Labour Organization (ILO).  
 2. Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO)  
 3. United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 
 4. International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD).  
Select the correct answer code: 
  a) 1, 2 
  b) 1, 2, 3 
  c) 1, 2, 4 
   d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
  
  Solution: c) 
  
Specialized agencies are autonomous organizations working with the United Nations. 
 
Specialized agencies may or may not have been originally created by the United Nations, but they are 
incorporated into the United Nations System by the United Nations Economic and Social Council. 
 
At present the UN has in total 15 specialized agencies that carry out various functions on behalf of the UN. 
The specialized agencies are listed below: 

• Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO). 
• International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO). 
• International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD). 
• International Labour Organization (ILO). 
• International Maritime Organization (IMO). 
• International Monetary Fund (IMF). 
• International Telecommunication Union (ITU). 
• United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO). 
• United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO). 
• Universal Postal Union (UPU). 
• World Bank Group (WBG). 

o The International Bank for Reconstruction and Development (IBRD), 
o The International Finance Corporation (IFC), 
o The International Development Association (IDA), 

• World Health Organization (WHO). 
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• World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO). 
• World Meteorological Organization (WMO). 
• World Tourism Organization (UNWTO). 

 
Former Specialized Agencies: 

• The only UN specialized agency to go out of existence is the International Refugee Organization, which 
existed from 1946 to 1952. 

• In 1952, it was replaced by the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees which is a 
subsidiary organ of the United Nations General Assembly. 

 
14) International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) commits its parties to respect which of the 

following?  
1. Freedom of religion  
2. Electoral rights  
3. Rights to due process and a fair trial  
4. Freedom of speech  

Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 3 
 b) 2, 3, 4 
 c) 1, 3, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR)  
1. It is a multilateral treaty adopted by the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA).  
2. Monitored by the United Nations Human Rights Committee.  
3. The covenant commits its parties to respect the civil and political rights of individuals, including the right to 
life, freedom of religion, freedom of speech, freedom of assembly, electoral rights and rights to due process and a 
fair trial.  
4. The ICCPR is part of the International Bill of Human Rights, along with the International Covenant on 
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR) and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR).  
5. It became effective in 1976.  
 
15) Consider the following statements regarding UN Human Rights Council. 
 1. UNHRC was reconstituted from its predecessor organisation, the UN Commission on Human Rights. 
 2. UNHRC passes binding resolutions on human rights issues through a periodic review called the 
Universal Periodic Review (UPR).  
 3. Member Countries are disallowed from occupying a seat for more than two consecutive terms.  
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1 only 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
UNHRC was reconstituted from its predecessor organisation, the UN Commission on Human Rights to help 
overcome the “credibility deficit” of the previous organisation. 
 
Composition:  
● The UNHRC has 47 members serving at any time with elections held to fill up seats every year, based on 
allocations to regions across the world to ensure geographical representation.  
● Each elected member serves for a term of three years.  
● Countries are disallowed from occupying a seat for more than two consecutive terms.  
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The UNHRC passes non-binding resolutions on human rights issues through a periodic review of all 193 UN 
member states called the Universal Periodic Review (UPR).  
 
16) Consider the following statements regarding United Nations Peacekeeping. 
 1. The financial resources of UN Peacekeeping operations are the collective responsibility of UN Member 
States.  
 2. According to the UN Charter, every Member State is legally obligated to pay their respective share for 
peacekeeping.  
 3. UN Peacekeeping is guided by the principle of complete Non-use of force. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
What is peacekeeping?  
● United Nations Peacekeeping is a joint effort between the Department of Peace Operations and the 
Department of Operational Support.  
● The financial resources of UN Peacekeeping operations are the collective responsibility of UN Member States.  
● According to the UN Charter, every Member State is legally obligated to pay their respective share for 
peacekeeping.  
 
UN Peacekeeping is guided by three basic principles:  
1. Consent of the parties.  
2. Impartiality.  
3. Non-use of force except in self-defence and defence of the mandate.  
 
17) Consider the following statements regarding Asian Development Bank (ADB). 
 1. It is modeled closely on the World Bank, and has a similar weighted voting system where votes are 
distributed in proportion with members’ capital subscriptions. 

2. The bank admits the members of only the United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and 
the Pacific. 
 3. It aims at reducing poverty in Asia and the Pacific through inclusive economic growth, environmentally 
sustainable growth, and regional integration. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 3 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Asian Development Bank (ADB)  
It is a regional development bank.  
● established on 19 December 1966.  
● headquartered — Manila, Philippines.  
● official United Nations Observer.  
 
The bank admits the members of the United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific 
(UNESCAP, formerly the Economic Commission for Asia and the Far East or ECAFE) and non-regional developed 
countries. 
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It is modeled closely on the World Bank, and has a similar weighted voting system where votes are distributed in 
proportion with members’ capital subscriptions.  
● As of 31 December 2019, ADB’s five largest shareholders are Japan and the United States (each with 15.6% of 
total shares), the People’s Republic of China (6.4%), India (6.3%), and Australia (5.8%).  
 
Roles and functions:  
Dedicated to reducing poverty in Asia and the Pacific through inclusive economic growth, environmentally 
sustainable growth, and regional integration.  
● This is carried out through investments – in the form of loans, grants and information sharing – in 
infrastructure, health care services, financial and public administration systems, helping nations prepare for the 
impact of climate change or better manage their natural resources, as well as other areas.  
 
18) Consider the following statements regarding United Nations Peacekeeping. 
 1. Every peacekeeping mission is authorized by the UN Security Council.  
 2. Every UN member state must mandatorily contribute towards Peacekeeping forces. 
 3. India is the largest troop contributing nation to the Peacekeeping forces. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 2, 3 
  
 Solution: a) 
 
Every peacekeeping mission is authorized by the Security Council.  
 
Composition:  
● UN peacekeepers (often referred to as Blue Berets or Blue Helmets because of their light blue berets or 
helmets) can include soldiers, police officers, and civilian personnel.  
● Peacekeeping forces are contributed by member states on a voluntary basis.  
● Civilian staff of peace operations are international civil servants, recruited and deployed by the UN Secretariat.  
 
India and the UN Peacekeeping:  
● India has consistently been among the top troop contributing nations to the UN and is the fifth largest with 
around 5,424 personnel in eight countries.  
● India’s contribution to the regular budget is 0.83% and 0.16% of the peacekeeping budget.  
● India has so far participated in 51 of the 71 missions and contributed over 2 lakh personnel.  
● It has troop deployment in Lebanon, Golan Heights, Congo and South Sudan in addition to staff officers in other 
missions.  
● India has also set up two field hospitals in South Sudan and one in Congo.  
● Since 2018, India has co-opted a contingent from Kazakhstan at the mission in Lebanon.  
 
The U.S. on the other hand has never contributed ground troops but contributes 27% of the U.N. peacekeeping 
budget.  
 
19) Consider the following statements regarding International Monetary and Finance Committee. 
 1. The International Monetary and Finance Committee is a body under the World Bank. 
 2. The Committee discusses matters of common concern affecting the global economy. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: b) 
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The International Monetary and Finance Committee is a body under the IMF (International Monetary Fund). 
 
The IMFC has 24 members, drawn from the pool of 187 governors. Its structure mirrors that of the Executive 
Board and its 24 constituencies. As such, the IMFC represents all the member countries of the Fund. 
 
The IMFC meets twice a year, during the Spring and Annual Meetings. The Committee discusses matters of 
common concern affecting the global economy and also advises the IMF on the direction its work. 
 

20) Consider the following statements regarding Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO). 
 1. It is a specialized agency of the United Nations that leads international efforts to defeat hunger. 
 2. Its goal is to make sure that people have regular access to enough high-quality food to lead active, 
healthy lives. 
 3. The State of the World's Forests report is published by FAO. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO): 
It is a specialized agency of the United Nations that leads international efforts to defeat hunger.  
Headquarters: Rome, Italy  
Founded: 16 October 1945  
Goal of FAO: Their goal is to achieve food security for all and make sure that people have regular access to 
enough high-quality food to lead active, healthy lives. 
 
Every two years, FAO publishes the State of the World's Forests.  
 

21) Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism (CBAM) that applies a levy on imports based on the carbon emissions 
associated with its production, is a mechanism proposed by 

 a) European Union 
 b) Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) 
 c) World Trade Organisation (WTO) 
 d) International Monetary Fund (IMF) 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
EU Commission is pushing for the world’s first carbon border tax on imported goods like carbon-intensive steel. 
The 27-nation bloc plans to levy the tax in a phased manner from 2026. It directs non-EU companies exporting to 
Europe to pay the same price for their carbon footprint in Europe as European companies. 
 
Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism (CBAM) is part of the EU’s ambitious new targets to curb climate 
change ahead of the 26th United Nations Climate Change conference (COP26) in Glasgow at the end of this year.  
 
Source 
 
22) Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) is associated with which of the following reports and programmes? 
 1. Codex Alimentarius Commission  
 2. International Plant Protection Convention  
 3. Globally Important Agricultural Heritage Systems (GIAHS)  
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2 
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 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
Important reports and Programmes of FAO (Have a brief overview):  
1. Global Report on Food Crises.  
2. Every two years, FAO publishes the State of the World's Forests.  
3. FAO and the World Health Organization created the Codex Alimentarius Commission in 1961 to develop food 
standards, guidelines and texts.  
4. In 1996, FAO organized the World Food Summit. The Summit concluded with the signing of the Rome 
Declaration, which established the goal of halving the number of people who suffer from hunger by the year 
2015.  
5. In 2004 the Right to Food Guidelines were adopted, offering guidance to states on how to implement their 
obligations on the right to food.  
6. FAO created the International Plant Protection Convention or IPPC in 1952.  
7. FAO is depositary of the International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture, also called 
Plant Treaty, Seed Treaty or ITPGRFA, entered into force on 29 June 2004.  
8. The Globally Important Agricultural Heritage Systems (GIAHS) Partnership Initiative was conceptualized in 
2002 during World Summit on Sustainable Development in Johannesburg, South Africa.  
 
23) Consider the following statements regarding International Development Association (IDA). 
 1. IDA provides only loans and not grants for countries to boost economic growth, reduce inequalities, 
and improve people’s living conditions.  
 2. Countries must meet certain criteria to be eligible to access IDA funds. 
 3. IDA lends money on concessional terms and usually the repayments are stretched over 25 to 40 years. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2, 3 
 c) 3 only 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
About IDA:  
• Established in 1960, IDA aims to reduce poverty by providing loans (called “credits”) and grants for programs 
that boost economic growth, reduce inequalities, and improve people’s living conditions.  
• IDA complements the World Bank’s original lending arm—the International Bank for Reconstruction and 
Development (IBRD).  
• IBRD and IDA share the same staff and headquarters and evaluate projects with the same rigorous standards.  
• IDA lends money on concessional terms. This means that IDA charges little or no interest and repayments are 
stretched over 25 to 40 years, including a 5- to 10-year grace period. IDA also provides grants to countries at risk 
of debt distress.  
 
How IDA funds are allocated?  
To be eligible for funds, countries must first meet the following criteria:  
1. Relative poverty defined as GNI per capita must be below an established threshold (updated annually). In fiscal 
year 2020, this was $1,175.  
2. Lack of creditworthiness to borrow on market terms and therefore have a need for concessional resources to 
finance the country’s development program.  
 
24) Consider the following statements regarding ‘Contract for the Web’ sometimes seen in news. 
 1. It is a legal document, endorsed by the World Wide Web Foundation. 
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 2. It is an attempt to address issues of political manipulation, fake news, privacy violations, and other 
malign forces on the internet. 
 3. Protecting people’s privacy and personal data to build online trust is one of the principles of it. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Contract for the Web is an initiative by the World Wide Web Foundation in November 2019 to attempt to 
address issues of political manipulation, fake news, privacy violations, and other malign forces on the internet. 

 

The plan outlines nine central principles, three each directed at governments, companies and individuals. It was 
launched 25 November 2019 by Tim Berners-Lee of the World Wide Web Foundation. 
 

The ‘Contract for the Web’ is not a legal document, or a United Nations document. 
 

25) Consider the following statements regarding United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR). 
 1. UNHCR was created to address the refugee crisis that resulted from World War II. 
 2. Today the agency is mandated to lead and co-ordinate international action to protect refugees 
including the Palestinian refugees. 
 3. ‘2 Billion Kilometers to Safety’ campaign was launched by UNHCR to encourage people to support 
refugees by championing individual acts of solidarity.  
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1 only 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR): 
• The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) is a United Nations agency with the mandate to 
protect refugees, forcibly displaced communities and stateless people, and assist in their voluntary repatriation, 
local integration or resettlement to a third country.  
• UNHCR‘s mandate does not apply to Palestinian refugees, who are assisted by UNRWA.  
• UNHCR was created in 1950, during the aftermaths of World War II. Its headquarters are in Geneva, 
Switzerland and it is a member of the United Nations Development Group. The UNHCR has won two Nobel Peace 
Prizes,  
• UNHCR has helped millions of people to restart their lives. They include refugees, returnees, stateless people, 
the internally displaced and asylum-seekers.  
• UNHCR has announced a new global campaign urging people worldwide to cover the total distance travelled by 
refugees each year - 2 billion kilometers - by running, jogging or walking. o The "2 Billion Kilometers to Safety" 
campaign vies to encourage people to support refugees by championing individual acts of solidarity.  

o The goal is to acknowledge the resilience and strength of refugees.  
 

26) The Declaration and Programme of Action on a Culture of Peace was adopted by 
 a) Stockholm International Peace Research Institute (SIPRI) 
 b) United Nations General Assembly  
 c) Amnesty International 
 d) United Nations Human Rights Council 
 
 Solution: b) 
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“Culture of Peace” session  
● Organised by the UN General Assembly.  
● The UN has organised such sessions each year since 1997.  
● The Declaration and Programme of Action on a Culture of Peace was adopted by the United Nations General 
Assembly on September 13, 1999.  
● This occurred after ten months of negotiations in the context of preparations for the International Year for the 
Culture of Peace.  
 

27) Consider the following statements regarding Comprehensive Convention on International Terrorism. 
 1. It is a United Nations treaty which intends to criminalize all forms of international terrorism and deny 
terrorists, their financiers and supporters access to funds, arms, and safe havens.  
 2. Not all the members of the United Nations General Assembly have supported the Convention. 
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: a) 
 

• The Comprehensive Convention on International Terrorism is a proposed treaty which intends to criminalize 
all forms of international terrorism and deny terrorists, their financiers and supporters access to funds, arms, 
and safe havens. 

• The convention has been under negotiation by the United Nations General Assembly's Ad Hoc Committee 
established by Resolution 51/210 of 17 December 1996 on Terrorism and the United Nations General 
Assembly Sixth Committee (Legal), but as of 2021 consensus has not yet been reached for the adoption of 
the convention. 

 

28) Consider the following statements regarding Istanbul Convention. 
 1. It is on preventing and combating violence against women and domestic violence.  
 2. The Convention sets minimum standards for governments to meet when tackling violence against 
women.  
 3. When a government ratifies the Convention, they are not legally bound to follow it.  
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
Istanbul Convention  
• It is also called as the Council of Europe Convention on preventing and combating violence against women 
and domestic violence.  
• The treaty is the world’s first binding instrument to prevent and tackle violence against women.  
• It is the most comprehensive legal framework that exists to tackle violence against women and girls, covering 
domestic violence, rape, sexual assault, female genital mutilation (FGM), so-called honour-based violence, and 
forced marriage.  
• The Convention sets minimum standards for governments to meet when tackling violence against women.  
• When a government ratifies the Convention, they are legally bound to follow it.  
 

29) Consider the following statements regarding Permanent Forum of People of African Descent. 
 1. It was established by UN General Assembly. 
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 2. It serves as a platform for improving the safety and quality of life of people of African descent and their 
full inclusion in the societies where they live. 
 3. It provides expert advice and recommendations to the Human Rights Council on addressing racism 
against people of African descent. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
The UN General Assembly approved a resolution establishing a Permanent Forum of People of African Descent 
to provide expert advice on addressing the challenges of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and 
intolerance. 
 
The resolution adopted by consensus by the 193-member world body also calls for the forum to serve as “a 
platform for improving the safety and quality of life and livelihoods of people of African descent” and their full 
inclusion in the societies where they live. 
 
The assembly called the global fight against racism “a matter of priority for the international community.” The 
Permanent Forum of People of African Descent was given a series of mandates. They include helping to ensure 
“the full political, economic and social inclusion of people of African descent,” and providing expert advice and 
recommendations on addressing racism to the Geneva-based Human Rights Council, the General Assembly's 
main committees and UN agencies. 
 
Source 
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6. Polity 
 
1) Consider the following statements. 
 1. In India, the Constitution gives the government the right to levy taxes on individuals and organisations. 
 2. In India, any tax being charged has to be backed by a law passed by the state legislature or Parliament. 
 3. As per the Seventh Schedule of the Constitution, Union and the States have concurrent power of 
taxation. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
In India, the Constitution gives the government the right to levy taxes on individuals and organisations, but 
makes it clear that no one has the right to levy or charge taxes except by the authority of law. Any tax being 
charged has to be backed by a law passed by the legislature or Parliament. 
 
Taxes in India come under a three-tier system based on the Central, State and local governments, and the 
Seventh Schedule of the Constitution puts separate heads of taxation under the Union and State list. There is no 
separate head under the Concurrent list, meaning Union and the States have no concurrent power of taxation. 
 
Source 
 
2) Consider the following statements. 
 1. According to the Constitution of India, the Governor shall from time to time summon the House or 
each House of the Legislature of the State to meet at such time and place as he thinks fit. 
 2. The Governor always has to act on the aid and advice of the cabinet and cannot decide on his or her 
own on summoning the House. 
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
“The Governor shall from time to time summon the House or each House of the Legislature of the State to meet 
at such time and place as he thinks fit…” says Article 174 of the Constitution. The provision also puts on the 
Governor the responsibility of ensuring that the House is summoned at least once every six months. 
 
Although it is the Governor’s prerogative to summon the House, according to Article 163, the Governor is 
required to act on the “aid and advice” of the Cabinet. So when the Governor summons the House under Article 
174, this is not of his or her own will but on the aid and advice of the Cabinet. 
 
There are a few instances where the Governor can summon the House despite the refusal of the Chief Minister 
who heads the Cabinet. When the Chief Minister appears to have lost the majority and the legislative members 
of the House propose a no-confidence motion against the Chief Minister, then the Governor can decide on his or 
her own on summoning the House. 
But the actions of the Governor, when using his discretionary powers can be challenged in court. 
 
3) Consider the following statements. 
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 1. The 86th Constitution Amendment Act, inserted Article 21-A in the Constitution of India to provide free 
and compulsory education of all children in the age group of six to fourteen years. 

2. The Constitution of India provides for reservation for advancement of backward classes of citizens in all 
educational institutions. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
In 2002, the 86th Amendment to the Constitution provided the Right to Education as a fundamental right. The 
same amendment inserted Article 21A, which made the RTE a fundamental right for children aged between six 
and 14 years.  
 
In 2006, the 93rd Constitution Amendment Act inserted Clause (5) in Article 15 which enabled the State to create 
special provisions, such as reservations for advancement of any backward classes of citizens like Scheduled 
Castes and Scheduled Tribes, in all aided or unaided educational institutes, except minority educational 
institutes. 
 
Source 
 
4) Consider the following statements. 
 1. The right to strike is a Fundamental right in India. 
 2. International Covenant of Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, 1966 also provides for the recognition 
of the right to strike with the condition that it is in conformity with the law of the member states. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: b) 
 

• The right to strike is a statutory right in India guaranteed under Section 22(1)(a) of the Industrial Disputes 
Act, 1957. 

• For the armed forces and the police, where discipline is the most important prerequisite, even 
the fundamental right to form an association can be restricted under Article 19(4) in the interest of public 
order and other considerations. 

• Under Article 33 of the Constitution, Parliament, by law, can restrict or abrogate the rights of the members of 
the armed forces or the forces charged with the maintenance of public order so as to ensure the proper 
discharge of their duties and maintenance of discipline among them. 

• Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 1948 provides for the protection of workers’ interests. They have the 
right to form trade unions and associations. And the right to strike is a sequel of their constitutional privilege 
to form association. 

• International Covenant of Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, 1966 also provides for the recognition of 
the right to strike with the condition that it is in conformity with the law of the member states. 

 
Source 
 
5) Consider the following statements regarding the Sessions of Parliament in India. 
 1. India does have a fixed parliamentary calendar and meets for three sessions in a year. 
 2. The summoning of Parliament is based on the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 
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 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: a)  
 
India does not have a fixed parliamentary calendar. By convention, Parliament meets for three sessions in a 
year. 
 
The summoning of Parliament is specified in Article 85 of the Constitution. Like many other articles, it is based on 
a provision of The Government of India Act, 1935.  
 
6) Consider the following statements. 
 1. The constitution amendment bill cannot be introduced by a private member. 
 2. Political Parties cannot issue whips to MLAs in Rajya Sabha polls. 
 3. None of the above (NOTA) ballot option is applicable only for general elections held on the basis of 
universal adult suffrage. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2, 3 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 3 only 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
An amendment of the Constitution can be initiated only by the introduction of a bill for the purpose in either 
House of Parliament and not in the state legislatures. The bill can be introduced either by a minister or by a 
private member and does not require prior permission of the president. 
 
Parties cannot issue whips to MLAs in Rajya Sabha polls 
 
The Supreme Court, in 2018, held that the NOTA option is meant only for universal adult suffrage and direct 
elections and not for polls held by the system of proportional representation by means of the single transferable 
vote as done in the Rajya Sabha.  
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7. History, Art and Culture 
 
1) Which of the following were the metropolis of Indus Valley Civilisation (IVC)? 
 1. Ganweriwala  
 2. Rakhigarhi 
 3. Dholavira 
 4. Harappa 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 3, 4 
 b) 1, 3, 4 
 c) 2, 3, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
After Mohen-jo-Daro, Ganweriwala and Harappa in Pakistan and Rakhigarhi in Haryana of India, Dholavira is the 
fifth largest metropolis of IVC.  
 
Source 
 
2) Consider the following statements regarding Dholavira. 
 1. Here the walls were made of sandstone or limestone instead of mud bricks in many other Harappan 
sites. 
 2. Extensive mortal remains of humans have been discovered at Dholavira. 
 3. It was also a hub of manufacturing jewellery made of shells and semi-precious stones. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 3 only 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
The site has a fortified citadel, a middle town and a lower town with walls made of sandstone or limestone 
instead of mud bricks in many other Harappan sites. 
 
Archaeologists cites a cascading series of water reservoirs, outer fortification, two multi-purpose grounds — one 
of which was used for festivities and as a marketplace — nine gates with unique designs, and funerary 
architecture featuring tumulus — hemispherical structures like the Buddhist Stupas— as some of the unique 
features of the Dholavira site. 
 
While unlike graves at other IVC sites, no mortal remains of humans have been discovered at Dholavira.  
 
Remains of a copper smelter indicate of Harappans, who lived in Dholavira, knew metallurgy. It is believed that 
traders of Dholavira used to source copper ore from present-day Rajasthan and Oman and UAE and export 
finished products. It was also a hub of manufacturing jewellery made of shells and semi-precious stones, like 
agate and used to export timber. 
 
Source 
 
3) Amagarh Fort, recently seen in news is located in 
 a) Rajasthan 
 b) Gujarat 
 c) Maharashtra 
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 d) Andhra Pradesh 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
A fort in Jaipur is at the centre of a conflict between the tribal Meena community and local Hindu groups.  
 
Members of the Meena community say the Amagarh Fort was built by a Meena ruler predating Rajput rule in 
Jaipur, and has been their holy site for centuries. 
 
Source 
 
4) Consider the following statements regarding Kesaria Buddha stupa. 
 1. Kesaria Buddha stupa is located in Champaran district of Bihar. 
 2. It is regarded as one of the smallest Buddhist stupas in the world. 
 3. The Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) has declared it a protected monument of national importance. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
The world-famous Kesaria Buddha stupa in east Champaran district of Bihar is waterlogged following floods in 
some parts of the district after heavy rainfall in the catchment areas of river Gandak in neighbouring Nepal. 
 
The stupa, located about 110 km from the State capital Patna, has a circumference of almost 400 feet and stands 
at a height of about 104 feet. The first construction of the nationally protected stupa is dated to the 3rd century 
BCE. 
 
It is regarded as the largest Buddhist stupa in the world. 
 
The original Kesaria stupa is said to date back to the time of emperor Ashoka (circa 250 BCE) as the remains of an 
Ashokan pillar was discovered there. 
 
The ASI has declared it a protected monument of national importance. 
The local call the stupa “devalaya” meaning “house of gods”. 
However, a larger part of the stupa is yet to be developed as it remains under thick vegetation. 
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Source 
 
5) Keezhadi, Korkai and Sivagalai, the archaeological sites recently seen in news are located in 
 a) Kerala 
 b) Andhra Pradesh 
 c) Tamil Nadu 
 d) Telangana 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Source 
 
6) Consider the following statements. 

 1. After undergoing several changes, the Tricolour flag was adopted as our national flag at a Congress 
Committee meeting in Karachi in 1931. 

2. The Indian flag was adopted in its present form during India's independence on August 15, 1947. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: a) 
 

• The Indian flag was adopted in its present form during a meeting of the Constituent Assembly held on July 
22, 1947. 

• The first national flag, which consisted of three horizontal stripes of red, yellow and green, is said to have 
been hoisted on August 7, 1906, at the Parsee Bagan Square, near Lower Circular Road, in Calcutta (now 
Kolkata). 

• Later, in 1921, freedom fighter Pingali Venkayya met Mahatma Gandhi and proposed a basic design of the 
flag, consisting of two red and green bands. 

• After undergoing several changes, the Tricolour was adopted as our national flag at a Congress Committee 
meeting in Karachi in 1931. 
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8. States 
 
1) Which of the following are the major tribal groups in Jharkhand? 
 1. Santhal  
 2. Oraon 
 3. Munda 
 4. Ho 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 3 
 b) 1, 2, 4 
 c) 1, 3, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
Jharkhand has the highest population of Adivasi people from 32 different tribes, including the nine Particularly 
Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PVTG). 
 
According to Census 2001, Santhal (34 per cent), Oraon (19.6 per cent), Munda (14.8 per cent) and Ho (10.5 per 
cent) are among the major tribes in terms of numbers.  
 
Source 
 
2) Tharu tribals, recently seen in news, primarily belongs to 
 a) Terai Lowlands 
 b) Western Ghats 
 c) North-eastern India 
 d) Andaman Islands 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
The Tharu community belongs to the Terai lowlands, amid the Shivaliks or lower Himalayas. The Tharus live in 
both India and Nepal. In the Indian terai, they live mostly in Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh, and Bihar. The word 
tharu is believed to be derived from sthavir, meaning followers of Theravada Buddhism. 

  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/blog/governance/collapse-of-adivasi-self-governance-system-in-jharkhand-need-to-implement-pesa-in-letter-and-spirit-78260


INSTA CURRENT AFFAIRS QUIZ 

www.insightsonindia.com                           58                                                                                InsightsIAS 

9. Reports and Indices 
 
1) Global Biodiversity Outlook report is published by 
 a) World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) 
 b) UN Convention of Biological Diversity (CBD) 
 c) World Economic Forum 
 d) UN Environment Programme (UNEP) 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
The fifth edition of the UN’s Global Biodiversity Outlook report, published by the UN Convention of Biological 
Diversity (CBD), provides an overview of the state of nature worldwide. The report notes the importance of 
biodiversity in addressing climate change and long-term food security, and that action to protect biodiversity is 
essential to prevent future pandemics. 
 
2) Emissions Gap Report 2020, recently seen in news is released by 
 a) World Economic Forum 
 b) United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)  
 c) Germanwatch 
 d) World Wide Fund for Nature 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) released its annual Emissions Gap Report 2020. 
 
The annual report from UNEP measures “the gap between anticipated emissions and levels consistent with the 
Paris Agreement goals of limiting global warming this century to well below 2°C and pursuing 1.5°C”. 
 
3) The State of Food Security and Nutrition in the World report is published by 
 a) Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) 
 b) International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD) 
 c) United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) 
 d) Published jointly by a) b) and c) 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
This year’s edition ofThe State of Food Security and Nutrition in the World is the first global assessment of its kind 
in the pandemic era. The report is jointly published by the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United 
Nations (FAO), the International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD), the United Nations Children’s Fund 
(UNICEF), the UN World Food Programme (WFP) and the World Health Organization (WHO). 
 
Source 
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10. Maps / Places 
 
1) The Golden Crescent region comprises 
 1. Afghanistan 
 2. Iran 
 3. Thailand 
 4. Myanmar 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 2, 3 
 c) 1, 2, 4 
 d) 1, 3, 4 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
The Golden Crescent is the name given to one of Asia's two principal areas of illicit opium production (with the 
other being the Golden Triangle), located at the crossroads of Central, South, and Western Asia. This space 
overlaps three nations, Afghanistan, Iran, and Pakistan. 
 
The Golden Triangle is the area where the borders of Thailand, Laos, and Myanmar meet at the confluence of 
the Ruak and Mekong rivers. 
 
2) Which of the following Central Asian countries do not border China? 
 1. Kazakhstan 
 2. Turkmenistan 
 3. Uzbekistan 
 4. Kyrgyzstan 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 3 
 b) 2, 3 
 c) 1, 4 
 d) 2, 3, 4 
 
 Solution: b) 
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3) Dead Sea is a Salt Lake sandwiched between 

a) Israel and Jordan  
b) Syria and Lebanon  
c) Israel and Syria 
d) Jordan and Syria  
 
Solution: a)  

 

 
 
4) Which among the following countries in South-East Asia is land locked? 
 1. Laos 
 2. Cambodia 
 3. Thailand 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2  
 b) 1 only 
 c) 3 only 
 d) None of the above 
 
 Solution: b) 
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5) Withdrawal of US forces from Afghanistan is being compared to the fall of Saigon. Saigon is located in 
 a) Iran 
 b) Iraq 
 c) Vietnam 
 d) Syria 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Withdrawal of US forces from Afghanistan is being compared to the fall of Saigon. In 1975, Saigon, the capital of 
US-backed South Vietnam, fell to Communist-ruled North Vietnam two years after the withdrawal of the 
American military which had been in the country for 19 years. 
 
Source 
 
6) The Horn of Africa is a term used to denote the region containing   
 1. Ethiopia 
 2. Djibouti 
 3. Eritrea 
 4. Sudan 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 3 
 b) 1, 3, 4 
 c) 2, 3, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
 Solution: a) 
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Horn of Africa is a peninsula and the easternmost projection of the African continent. The Horn of Africa consists 
of the countries of Djibouti, Eritrea, Ethiopia, and Somalia. 
 
7) The Water bodies bordering Turkey are 
 1. Black Sea  
 2. Mediterranean Sea  
 3. Aegean Sea 
 4. Caspian Sea 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 4 
 b) 1, 3, 4 
 c) 1, 2, 3 
 c) 1, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Turkey is bordered on its northwest by Greece and Bulgaria; north by the Black Sea; northeast by Georgia; east 
by Armenia, Azerbaijan, and Iran; southeast by Iraq; south by Syria and the Mediterranean Sea; and west by 
the Aegean Sea.  

 
 
8) Arrange the following places from West to East. 
 1. Lebanon 
 2. Cyprus 
 3. Iraq 
 4. Jordan 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1-2-4-3 
 b) 2-1-4-3 
 c) 2-1-3-4 
 d) 1-2-3-4 
 
 Solution: b) 
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