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GENERAL STUDIES – 1
Topics: Indian culture will cover the salient aspects of Art Forms, Literature and
Architecture from ancient to modern times.

Sree Narayana Guru:
Context: August 23: Sree Narayana Guru Jayanti.
Who was he?
Sree Narayana Guru was a catalyst and leader who reformed the oppressive caste
system that prevailed in society at the time.
● He was born on 22nd August, 1856 in Chempazhanthy, a village near
Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala.
● Belong to the Ezhava caste, Narayan Guru had experienced discrimination
from the upper caste of society.
● His philosophy always advocated social equality, education for all, and
spiritual enlightenment.
Significant Contribution for Society:
● He gave the famous slogan “One Caste, One Religion, One God for All” (Oru Jathi, Oru Matham, Oru
Daivam, Manushyanu).
● In 1888, Narayana Guru consecrated the first temple of Lord Shiva, where an idol was ordinated by a
non-brahmin in Aruvippuram village of Kerala.
● His step sparked off the anti-caste revolution against the upper-caste Brahmin communities.
● In one temple he consecrated at Kalavancode, he kept mirrors instead of idols. This symbolised his
message that the divine was within each individual.
● In 1903, he established the Sree Narayana Dharma Paripalana Yogam (SNDP) as the founder and
president.
● He had set up more than 40 temples across the state as an act of protest to permit lower caste people
to enter temples.
Contribution to National Movement:
● He was in the forefront of the movement for universal temple entry and against the societal ills like
the social discrimination of untouchables.
● He provided the impetus for Vaikom agitation which was aimed at temple entry in Travancore for the
lower castes.
● He captured the essence of Indianness in his poems which highlighted the unity that lies beneath the
world’s apparent diversity.
Philosophy of Sree Narayana Guru:
● Sree Narayana Guru became one of the greatest proponents and re-evaluators of Advaita Vedanta, the
principle of non-duality put forward by Adi Shankara.
● In 1913, he founded the Advaita Ashram at Aluva. This was an important event in his spiritual quest.
● This Ashram was dedicated to a great principle – Om Sahodaryam Sarvatra (all men are equal in the
eyes of God).
Literary Works:
He wrote various books in different languages. Few of them are: Advaitha Deepika, Asrama,
Thevarappathinkangal, Brahmavidya Panchakam etc.
Relevance of His Philosophy:
Sree Narayana Guru’s philosophy of Universal Oneness has special relevance in the contemporary global
context where the social fabric of many countries and communities are being eroded by hatred, violence,
bigotry, sectarianism and other divisive tendencies.
www.insightsonindia.com
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InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. Sree Narayana Guru belonged to which
state?
2. Aravippuram movement is associated with?
3. Who established Advaita Ashram in
Kalady?

4. Who started Vaikkom Satyagraha? What
were the objectives?
5. Important leaders who met Sree Narayana
Guru.
6. Who composed Atmopadesa Satakam?
Mains Link: Discuss the role of Sri Narayana Guru in
social reforms in India.

Topics: Modern Indian history from about the middle of the eighteenth century until the
present- significant events, personalities, issues.

Abanindranath Tagore:
Context:
Abanindranath Tagore’s 150th birth anniversary- 7th August.
About Abanindranath Tagore:
Abanindranath Tagore, the nephew of Rabindranath Tagore, was one of the most prominent artists of Bengal
school of art in India. He was the first major supporter of swadeshi values in Indian art.
Contributions of Abanindranath Tagore towards Indian art and culture are:
1. He first created the ‘Indian Society of Oriental Art’ and later went on
to establish Bengal school of art.
2. He believed that Indian art and its art forms gave importance to
spirituality as opposed to the West which stressed on materialism,
thus rejecting it.
3. His idea of modernizing Mughal and Rajput paintings eventually gave
rise to modern Indian painting, which took birth at his Bengal school of
art.
4. Most of his works revolved around Hindu philosophy.
5. In his later works, Abanindranath started integrating Chinese and
Japanese calligraphic traditions into his style. The intention behind this
move was to construct an amalgamation of the modern pan-Asian artistic tradition and the common
elements of Eastern artistic and spiritual culture.
Famous paintings are:
Bharat Mata, The Passing of Shah Jahan (1900), My Mother (1912–13),
Fairyland illustration (1913), Journey’s End (circa 1913).
Contributions to Literature:
Abanindranath is also regarded as a proficient and accomplished writer. Most
of his literary works were meant for children.
● Some of his books like ‘BudoAngla’, ‘KhirerPutul’ and ‘Rajkahini’ are
best examples of Bengali children’s literature.
● William Rothenstein helped Rabindranath Tagore to publish his work
‘Gitanjali’ in English.
● Arabian Nights series was one of his notable works.
Insta Curious:
Have you heard of Raja Ravi Varma? What are his contributions to Indian Art? Reference: read this.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. Indian Society of Oriental Art- objectives.
2. About Bengal School of Art.
www.insightsonindia.com

3. Subjects of his paintings.
4. His literary works.
5. His famous paintings.

7

InsightsIAS

Mains Link: Examine the evolution and salient features of Bengal School of Art.
Link: https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GOI8RLUA9.1&imageview=0.

Maharaja Ranjit Singh:
Context:
A nine-foot-tall bronze equestrian statue of Maharaja Ranjit Singh, the founder of the Sikh Empire, was
vandalised in Lahore Fort earlier this week.
● India has expressed concern at the development, saying incidents of violence against Pakistan's
minorities are increasing at an "alarming rate".
Ranjit Singh and Lahore:
● Maharaja Ranjit Singh (1780-1839) seized Lahore in 1799 after he was invited to rule the city by its
Hindu, Muslim, and Sikh elite.
● He brought peace and security to Lahore and revived its economic and cultural glory.
● He proclaimed himself maharaja of the Punjab in 1801, and proceeded to rule with religious tolerance
for communities other than Sikhs.
● He carried out repairs to the Lahore fort — which was built by Emperor Akbar.
About Maharaja Ranjit Singh:
● Ranjit Singh was born on November 13, 1780 in Gujranwala, now in Pakistan. At that time, Punjab was
ruled by powerful chieftains who had divided the territory into Misls.
● Ranjit Singh overthrew the warring Misls and established a unified Sikh empire after he conquered
Lahore in 1799.
● He was given the title Lion of Punjab (Sher-e-Punjab) because he stemmed the tide of Afghan invaders
in Lahore, which remained his capital until his death.
● His general Hari Singh Nalwa built the Fort of Jamrud at the mouth of the Khyber Pass, the route the
foreign rulers took to invade India.
● At the time of his death, he was the only sovereign leader left in India, all others having come under
the control of the East India Company in some way or the other.
Administration:
● He also employed a large number of European officers, especially French, to train his troops.
● He appointed French General Jean Franquis Allard to modernise his army.
His empire included the former Mughal provinces of Lahore and Multan besides part of Kabul and the entire
Peshawar. The boundaries of his state went up to Ladakh — Zorawar Singh, a general from Jammu, had
conquered Ladakh in Ranjit Singh’s name — in the northeast, Khyber pass in the northwest, and up to Panjnad
in the south where the five rivers of Punjab fell into the Indus.
Architectural Contributions:
● He turned Harimandir Sahib at Amritsar into the Golden Temple by covering it with gold.
● He is also credited with funding Hazoor Sahib gurudwara at the final resting place of Guru Gobind
Singh in Nanded, Maharashtra.
Insta Curious: Did you know that during the Battle of Chillianwala the British suffered the maximum casualties
of officers in their entire history in India? What were the outcomes of this war? Reference:
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. About Ranjith Singh.
2. His administration.
3. About the Golden Temple.
www.insightsonindia.com
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Link: https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/why-a-statue-of-maharaja-ranjit-singh-has-been-vandalisedin-lahore-7461998/lite/.

Malabar rebellion of 1921:
Context:
August 20, marks the centenary of the Malabar rebellion, which is
also known as the Moplah (Muslim) riots.
● It has often been perceived as one of the first nationalist
uprisings in southern India.
● However, the riots, which had led to the deaths of hundreds
of Hindus in the Malabar region, still remains a debated
topic among historians.

The story of Pookkottur: The people
of Pookkottur, which saw a crucial
battle between the Moplahs and the
British on August 26, 1921, as part of
the Malabar Rebellion, use the name
of the village as their surname.

What was the Mapilla rebellion?
The Mapilla rebellion or Moplah Rebellion (Moplah Riots) of 1921 was the culmination of a series of riots by
Moplahs (Muslims of Malabar) in the 19th and early 20th centuries against the British and the Hindu landlords
in Malabar (Northern Kerala).
● The year 2021 will mark the 100th year anniversary of the uprising.
Causes and outcomes of the revolt:
1. The resistance which started against the British colonial rule and the feudal system later ended in
communal violence between Hindus and Muslims.
2. Gandhiji along with Shaukat Ali, the leader of the Khilafat movement in India, visited Calicut in August
1920 to spread the combined message of non-cooperation and Khilafat among the residents of
Malabar.
3. In response to Gandhiji’s call, a
Khilafat committee was formed
in Malabar and the Mappilas,
under their religious head
Mahadum Tangal of Ponnani who
pledged support to the noncooperation movement.
4. Most of tenants’ grievances were
related to the security of tenure,
high rents, renewal fees and other
unfair exactions of the landlords.
5. The British government
responded with much aggression,
bringing in Gurkha regiments to
suppress it and imposing martial
law.
Wagon Tragedy:
A noteworthy event of the British suppression was the wagon tragedy when approximately 60 Mappila
prisoners on their way to prison, were suffocated to death in a closed railway goods wagon.
Insta Curious: Do you know who was Variyamkunnath Kunjahammed Haji? How his rule came to an end?
Reference:
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. Who was Haji?

www.insightsonindia.com
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4. How he established his own independent
state and ruled it?
5. What is Khilafat Movement?

6. Outcomes of Khilafat movement.
7. Relationship between non-cooperation
movement and Khilafat movement.

Mains Link: Who was Variyamkunnath Kunjahammed Haji? How he stood up to the British in Malabar region in
1921? Discuss why this rebellion has been controversial?
Link: https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/malabar-rebellion-of-1921-explained-7462838/lite/.

Moplah martyrs and the rebellion:
Context:
Malabar Rebellion leaders Variamkunnath Kunhamed Haji, Ali Musaliar and 387 other ‘Moplah martyrs’ will be
removed from the Dictionary of Martyrs of India’s Freedom Struggle as per the recommendations made by a
three-member panel.
What’s the issue?
In the ‘Dictionary of Martyrs’, published by the
Union Ministry of Culture in collaboration with the
Indian Council of Historical Research,
Variankunnath Kunhamad Haji and Ali Musliyar,
the chief architects of the Moplah Massacre, were
deemed to be martyrs. The book was published in
2019.
● However, a report by the ICHR-constituted
committee has sought the removal of
names of 387 ‘Moplah rioters’ (Including
leaders Ali Musliyar and Variamkunnath
Ahmad Haji) from the list of martyrs.
Why?
● The report describes Haji as the “notorious Moplah Riot leader” and a “hardcore criminal,” who
“killed innumerable innocent Hindu men, women, and children during the 1921 Moplah Riot, and
deposited their bodies in a well, locally known as Thoovoor Kinar”.
● It also noted that almost all the Moplah outrages were communal. They were against Hindu society
and done out of sheer intolerance. None of the slogans raised by the rioters were in favour of
nationalism and anti-British.
● Also, many ‘Moplah martyrs’ facing trial died from disease or natural causes, and could not be treated
as martyrs.
Thus, their names should be deleted.
Who was Haji?
● Born in the 1870s, he was a brave freedom fighter who stood up to the
British in Kerala’s Malabar region in the early 20th century and even
established a short-lived regime of his own.
● He used art as an instrument to rally the locals against the British.
● He promised support to the Indian National Congress and Khilafat
movement against the atrocities of the British and the landlords.
● For nearly six months, Haji ran a parallel Khilafat regime headquartered in
Nilambur, with even its own separate passport, currency and system of
taxation.
How did his rule came to an end?
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The rule did not last long. In January 1922, under the guise of a treaty, the British betrayed Haji through his
close friend Unyan Musaliyar, arresting him from his hideout and producing him before a British judge. He was
sentenced to death along with his compatriots.
Insta Curious: Do you know about Alluri Sitaramaraju, who led the Rampa Rebellion against the British in the
Visakha Agency area during 1922-24? Reference:
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GFL8TETMT.1&imageview=0.

Who was Hari Singh Nalwa, the Sikh warrior who won many battles against
Afghans?
Context:
Afghanistan, which has earned the name of graveyard of the empires, could not be controlled by anyone
completely. But Hari Singh Nalwa, a legendary Sikh commander, tamed the turbulent forces at play in
Afghanistan and earned the reputation of the most feared Sikh warrior there.
Who was Hari Singh Nalwa?
1. He was a commander in Maharaja Ranjit Singh’s force.
2. He remained Governor of Kashmir, Hazara and Peshawar.
3. He defeated various Afghans and established control over various regions along the boundary of
Afghanistan.
4. He, thus, prevented Afghans from entering Punjab through Khyber pass, which was the main route to
enter India by the foreign invaders from 1000 AD till early 19th century.
Legacy:
● Afghanistan was called the unconquered region and it was Hari Singh Nalwa who prevented Afghans
from ravaging the North-West Frontier for the first time by taking control over several regions along
the Afghanistan border and Khyber pass.
● He had defeated thousands of Hazars, a tribe of Afghanistan, with less than three times their strength.
For his bravery and ferocity, the government of India released a stamp on the name of Nalwa in 2013.
Battles in which he participated:
1. 1807 Battle of Kasur (now in Pakistan): He defeated Afghani ruler Kutab-ud-din Khan.
2. Battle of Attock (in 1813) Nalwa along with other commanders won against Azim Khan and his brother
Dost Mohammad Khan, who fought on behalf of Shah Mahmud of Kabul and this was the first major
victory of the Sikhs over the Durrani Pathans.
3. 1818 Battle of Peshawar: Nalwa took control over Jamrud in 1837, a fort at the entryway to
Afghanistan through Khyber Pass.
What difference did these victories against Afghans make for India?
Historians maintain that if Maharaja Ranjit Singh and his commander Hari Singh Nalwa would have not won
Peshawar and the North West Frontier, which is part of Pakistan now, then this area could have been part of
Afghanistan and the invasions of Afghans into Punjab and Delhi would have never stopped.
Insta Curious: Did you know that Nalwa was attached to Hari Singh’s name when he had killed a tiger at a very
young age? Maharaja Ranjit Singh gave him this title. Know more about Maharaja Ranjit Singh here.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. About Hari Singh Nalwa.
2. His legacy.
3. Important battles he took part in.
4. Afghanistan- overview of Kingdoms which
ruled there.
www.insightsonindia.com
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Renovated Jallianwala Bagh Complex
Context: Prime Minister Narendra Modi virtually inaugurated the renovated Jallianwala Bagh complex in
Amritsar on August 28, 2021.
Background:
The monument
was first opened
by then President
Dr Rajendra
Prasad on April 13,
1961, as a tribute
to the victims of
the massacre on
April 13, 1919.
The central
government set
up the Jallianwala
Bagh National Memorial Trust on May 1, 1951. The Prime Minister is the chairman, and permanent members
include the president of Indian National Congress, Chief Minister of Punjab, Governor of Punjab, Union Minister
in charge of Culture, and Leader of Opposition in the Lok Sabha.
What’s new at Jallianwala Bagh?
● A 28-minute Sound and Light show re-enacting the events of April 13, 1919, will be shown every
evening. A Salvation Ground has been built for visitors to sit in silence to honour the martyrs.
● Several new sculptures of martyrs have come up.
● Four new galleries have been created through adaptive re-use of underutilised buildings in the
complex. The galleries depict the history of Punjab, history of the freedom movement, and the Gadhar
movement.
● It also has a sculpture of Guru Nanak Dev, Sikh warrior Banda Singh Bahadur, and a statue of Maharaja
Ranjit Singh.
Why is there a controversy regarding the latest revamp?
● The Jallianwala Bagh has undergone several repairs and touch-ups over the years. But the narrow
passage leading to the Bagh, had remained untouched for almost 100 years. While many other things
changed, the thin entrance made of Nanakshahi bricks through which Dyer’s soldiers marched into the
Bagh, continued to evoke the horrors of that day. In July 2020, it was rebuilt into a gallery with murals,
leaving no trace of the old passage.
● The famous ‘Shahidi Khu’ or Martyrs Well, into which people jumped to escape the hail of bullets, is
now enclosed in a glass shield — the decision has been criticised since it is perceived to restrict the
view.
About the incident:
April 13, 1919, marked a turning point in the Indian freedom
struggle. It was Baisakhi that day, a harvest festival popular in
Punjab and parts of north India. Local residents in Amritsar
decided to hold a meeting that day to discuss and protest
against the confinement of Satya Pal and Saifuddin Kitchlew,
two leaders fighting for Independence, and implementation
of the Rowlatt Act, which armed the British government with
powers to detain any person without trial.
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The crowd had a mix of men, women and children. They all gathered in a park called the Jallianwala Bagh,
walled on all sides but for a few small gates, against the orders of the British. The protest was a peaceful one,
and the gathering included pilgrims visiting the Golden Temple who were merely passing through the park, and
some who had not come to protest.
While the meeting was on, Brigadier-General Reginald Edward Harry Dyer, who had crept up to the scene
wanting to teach the public assembled a lesson, ordered 90 soldiers he had brought with him to the venue to
open fire on the crowd. Many tried in vain to scale the walls to escape. Many jumped into the well located
inside the park.
Outcomes:
● Considered the ‘The Butcher of Amritsar’ in the aftermath of the massacre, General Dyer was removed
from command and exiled to Britain.
● Rabindranath Tagore and Mahatma Gandhi, as a sign of condemnation, renounced their British
Knighthood and Kaiser-i-Hind medal respectively.
● In 1922, the infamous Rowlett Act was repealed by the British.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. Who was the Viceroy when this incident
took place?
2. Outcomes of the incident?

3. What is Rowlatt Act?
Mains Link: The tragedy of Jallianwala Bagh is a
shameful scar on British Indian history. Comment.

Topics: The Freedom Struggle – its various stages and important contributors
/contributions from different parts of the country.

Martyrs of various uprisings to be considered freedom fighters:
Context:
A three-member committee was appointed by the Indian Council of Historic Research (ICHR) to review the
entries in the fifth volume of the ‘Dictionary of Martyrs: India’s Freedom Struggle (1857-1947)’.
● The committee has recommended that Martyrs of the communist movement of Kerala, including the
ones killed at the Punnapra-Vayalar, Kayyur, Karivelloor, and Kavumbayi uprisings, will remain as
freedom fighters in the annals of India’s struggle for Independence.
Background:
Previously, the committee had recommended the deletion of the Malabar Rebellion leaders Variamkunnath
Kunhamed Haji, Ali Musaliar, and 387 other ‘Moplah martyrs’ from the list.
About the Punnapra-Vayalar uprising:
● It was a militant communist movement in 1946 in the Princely State of Travancore, British India
against the Prime Minister, C. P. Ramaswami Iyer and the state.
● This was a proper struggle against the declaration of 'Independent Travancore' by the then
Travancore.
The significances of this revolt were:
(a) It was a unique agitation where the working class rose against the government.
(b) It saw the people of all classes up in arms against a common tyrant hence it dissolved class and religion
distinction and induced unity among people.
(c) It resulted in establishing democracy in the region and also gave a decisive turn to the politics of the state.
Implications of the revolt:
● Historians maintain this was a proper struggle against the declaration of ‘Independent Travancore’ by
the then Travancore.
● T K Varghese Vaidyan, a leader of the struggle, had gone on record saying it was a rehearsal for a larger
revolution with the ultimate objective of establishing a “Communist India”.
www.insightsonindia.com
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Kayyur Incident:
● In 1940, peasants there under the leadership of communists rose against the two local jenmis, Nambiar
of Kalliat and the Nayanar of Karakkatt Edam.
● Kayyur is considered the cradle of agrarian revolution in Kerala.
The Karivellur uprising:
It took place on December 20, 1946. The uprising was to fight the landlords who wanted to smuggle paddy
from the village at a time of acute starvation.
Insta Curious: Do you know about Patharughat: The forgotten peasant uprising of Assam in 1894? Reference:
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. The above mentioned revolts are related
to?
2. Who took part in them?

3. What were the main demands?
4. About ICHR.
Mains Link: Discuss the significance and issues
surrounding the Punnapara-Vayalar revolt.

Link: https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GFQ8TIG42.1&imageview=0.

Topics: Salient features of Indian Society, Diversity of India.

Do we need a caste-based census for India?
Context:
The Bihar chief minister wants the central government to reconsider its refusal to hold a caste-based census, as
he feels such data can help his government design more focused policies for the really needy among OBCs.
However, the Government of India has decided as a matter of policy not to enumerate caste-wise populations
other than SCs and STs in Census.
How have caste details been collected so far?
1. While SC/ST details are collected as part of the census, details of other castes are not collected by the
enumerators. The main method is by self-declaration to the enumerator.
2. So far, backward classes commissions in various States have been conducting their own counts to
ascertain the population of backward castes.
What kind of caste data is published in the Census?
Every Census in independent India from 1951 to 2011 has published data on Scheduled Castes and Scheduled
Tribes, but not on other castes. Before that, every Census until 1931 had data on caste.
What is SECC 2011?
The Socio-Economic Caste Census of 2011 was a major exercise to obtain data about the socio-economic status
of various communities.
● It had two components: a survey of the rural and urban households and ranking of these households
based on pre-set parameters, and a caste census.
● However, only the details of the economic conditions of the people in rural and urban households were
released. The caste data has not been released till now.
● SECC 2011 was conducted by three separate authorities but under the overall coordination of
Department of Rural Development in the Government of India.
○ Census in Rural Area has been conducted by the Department of Rural Development (DoRD).
○ Census in Urban areas is under the administrative jurisdiction of the Ministry of Housing and
Urban Poverty Alleviation (MoHUPA).
○ Caste Census is under the administrative control of Ministry of Home Affairs: Registrar General
of India (RGI) and Census Commissioner of India.
Difference between Census & SECC:
www.insightsonindia.com
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●
●

The Census provides a portrait of the Indian population, while the SECC is a tool to identify
beneficiaries of state support.
Since the Census falls under the Census Act of 1948, all data are considered confidential, whereas all
the personal information given in the SECC is open for use by Government departments to grant
and/or restrict benefits to households.

Pros of caste census:
The precise number of the population of each caste would help tailor the reservation policy to ensure equitable
representation of all of them.
Concerns associated:
● There is a possibility that it will lead to heartburn among some sections and spawn demands for larger
or separate quotas.
● It has been alleged that the mere act of labelling persons as belonging to a caste tends to perpetuate
the system.
Insta Curious: Did you know that 'Ain-e-Akbari' included comprehensive data pertaining to population,
industry, wealth and many other characteristics? What were the other contents of this? Reference:
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. What is a census?
2. Statutory provisions in this regard.
3. How is the census carried out?
4. Highlights of the Census 2011.

5. About the National Commission for
Backward.
Mains Link: Discuss the need for and significance of
caste-based census.

Link: https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GP68RI93S.1&imageview=0.

Topics: Women and women related issues.

UN slams child marriages:
Context:
The UN has condemned underage forced marriages in Zimbabwe following the death of a 14-year-old girl
reportedly during childbirth.
● The death has sparked widespread anger on social media and among children’s rights activists.
Cases of child marriages in Zimbabwe:
Cases of violence perpetrated against women and girls in Zimbabwe, “including marriages of minors” are a
matter of concern.
● Official statistics show that one in three Zimbabwean girls are married off before the age of 18.
Child marriages across the world:
The total number of girls married in childhood stands at 12 million per year.
● Across the globe, levels of child marriage are highest in sub-Saharan Africa, where 35 per cent of young
women were married before age 18, followed by South Asia, where nearly 30 per cent were married
before age 18.
● Lower levels of child marriage are found in Latin America and Caribbean, the Middle East and North
Africa, and Eastern Europe and Central Asia.
UN and other international efforts towards ending child marriages:
1. 1979 Convention on the Elimination of Discrimination Against Women provides that the betrothal
and marriage of a child shall have no legal effect.
2. The 1964 Convention on Consent to Marriage, Minimum Age for Marriage and Registration of
Marriages says that States Parties to the present Convention shall take legislative action to specify a
minimum age for marriage.
www.insightsonindia.com
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3. The right to ‘free and full’ consent to marriage is recognized in the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights.
4. Although marriage is not mentioned directly in the Convention on the Rights of the Child, child
marriage is linked to other rights – such as the right to freedom of expression, the right to protection
from all forms of abuse, and the right to be protected from harmful traditional practices.
5. In 2016, UNICEF, together with UNFPA, launched the Global Programme to End Child Marriage.
6. The elimination of child, early and forced marriage is now part of the Sustainable Development Goals
under Target 5 - achieving gender equality and empowering all women and girls.
What are the concerns associated with child marriages?
1. Marriage before the age of 18 is a fundamental violation of human rights.
2. While the practice is more common among girls than boys, it is a violation of rights regardless of sex.
3. Child marriage often compromises a girl’s development by resulting in early pregnancy and social
isolation, interrupting her schooling and limiting her opportunities for career and vocational
advancement.
4. Child marriage robs girls of their childhood and threatens their lives and health. Girls who marry before
18 are more likely to experience domestic violence and less likely to remain in school.
5. Child brides often become pregnant during adolescence, when the risk of complications during
pregnancy and childbirth increases – for themselves and their infants.
6. Because child marriage impacts a girl’s health, future and family, it imposes substantial economic costs
at the national level, too, with major implications for development and prosperity.
7. Without further acceleration, more than 120 million additional girls will marry before their 18th
birthday by 2030.
Reasons for increasing cases of child marriages?
Many factors interact to place a child at risk of marriage, including poverty, the perception that marriage will
provide ‘protection’, family honor, social norms, customary or religious laws that condone the practice, an
inadequate legislative framework and the state of a country’s civil registration system.
Laws to prevent child marriages in India:
1. The Child Marriage Restraint Act of 1929 to restrict the practice of child marriage.
2. The Prohibition of Child Marriage Act, 2006 to address and fix the shortcomings of the Child Marriage
Restraint Act.
What needs to be done?
1. Increase social awareness. Children need to be made aware of their human rights and must be taught
to refuse and speak up once such an incident is taking place.
2. The media also needs to adopt a more proactive role in generating awareness towards this heinous
ritual.
3. Changing social norms and attitudes towards girls.
4. A strong legal and policy system can provide an important backdrop for improvements in services,
changes in social norms and girls’ empowerment.
5. Imparting value based education to the students in school stressing the importance of education and
the ill effects of early marriage.
6. Government could rope in achievers like Sakshi Malik, Dipa Karmakar and PV sindhu who have
achieved great success in their field and parents and students can seek inspiration from their
achievements.
7. Inform the respective Child Development Project Officers, who are designated government officials, to
stop child marriage.
Insta Curious: The National Commission for Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR) has certain roles and functions
under the RTE Act, 2009. What are they? Reference:
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
www.insightsonindia.com
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2. Overview of the conventions and
international laws mentioned above.
3. Laws to prevent Child Marriages in India.

Mains Link: Suggest measures to counter child
marriages in India.

Link: https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GPB8RSM3L.1&imageview=0.

Arunachal Pradesh Draft Inheritance Bill:
Context:
Experts have asked the Arunachal Pradesh State Commission for Women (APSCW) to scrap certain provisions
from the proposed Arunachal Pradesh marriage and inheritance bill, keeping in view the public sentiment and
the state’s interest.
Overview of the draft Bill:
1. Essential conditions of marriage, registration of marriage: The bill is made applicable to any person
who belongs to any indigenous scheduled tribe of Arunachal Pradesh. It provides that a marriage
between parties may be solemnized according to local customary rites and rituals of the either party.
2. Restitution of conjugal rights, void and voidable marriage: The bill also provides for restitution of
conjugal rights stating when either of the party has, without reasonable excuse, withdrawn from the
society of the other, the aggrieved party may apply by petition to the district court for restitution of
conjugal rights.
3. Grounds for dissolution of marriage (divorce): Marriage solemnized after the commencement of the
act can be dissolved on various grounds.
4. Permanent alimony and maintenance: A wife who is unable to maintain herself can file application to
the court for maintenance. The court may order that the husband shall pay to her an appropriate lump
sum of permanent alimony.
5. Bill’s status on polygamy: Every person who, being at the time married, procures a marriage of himself
or herself to be solemnized under this act shall be deemed to have committed an offence under
Section 494 or Section 495 of the Indian Penal Code (45 of 1860), as the case may be, and the marriage
so solemnized shall be void.
Significance of the Bill:
● The main thrust of the bill is on legal status of marriage, procedure of marriage registration, property
right of wife, widow’s rights, treating polygamy as an offence.
● Two significant contribution of the bill is with respect to criminalization of polygamy and property right
of the legally wedded wife and widow.
Controversial provisions:
● An Arunachal Pradesh Scheduled Tribe (APST) woman married to non-APST man shall enjoy any
immovable property inherited from the head of the family in her lifetime.
● In the event of her death, her husband and her heirs would have full rights of it for disposal and
alienation to any indigenous tribe of Arunachal Pradesh.
Because of these Provisions, the draft Bill is termed as “anti-tribal”, “anti-Arunachal”, violative of customary
laws and an invitation to outsiders to take over tribal land through marriage.
Insta Curious: Section 9 of the Hindu Marriage Act, 1955 deals with restitution of conjugal rights. What are
these rights? Reference: read this.
Mains Link: Discuss the concerns associated with
InstaLinks:
the Bill.
Prelims Link:
1. About the Bill.
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
2. Key Provisions.
rticle?OrgId=GFL8TEIUP.1&imageview=0.
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Topics: Population and associated issues, poverty and developmental issues.

What is Census?
Context:
Owing to the outbreak of COVID-19 pandemic, Census 2021 and other Census-related field activities have been
postponed by the Union Home Ministry.
Census:
The census provides information on size, distribution and socio-economic, demographic and other
characteristics of the country's population.
● The Census was first started under British Viceroy Lord Mayo in 1872. It helped in framing new policies,
government programs to uplift areas of improvement in the community.
● The first synchronous census in India was held in 1881. Since then, censuses have been undertaken
uninterruptedly once every ten years.
Who conducts census?
The responsibility of conducting the decennial Census rests with the Office of the Registrar General and
Census Commissioner, India under the Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of India.
The Census is one of the most credible sources of information on the following:
1. Demography.
2. Economic Activity.
3. Literacy and Education.
4. Housing & Household Amenities.
5. Urbanization, Fertility, and Mortality.
6. Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes.
7. Language.
Historical Significance:
1. 'Rig-Veda' reveals that some kind of population count was maintained during 800-600 BC in India.
2. Arthashastra by 'Kautilya' written in the 3rd Century BC prescribed the collection of population
statistics as a measure of state policy for taxation.
3. During the regime of the Mughal king Akbar, the administrative report 'Ain-e-Akbari' included
comprehensive data pertaining to population, industry, wealth and many other characteristics.
Insta Curious: Did you know that the individual data collected in Census under the Census Act, 1948, are not
made public as per the provisions contained in the Act?
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. Relation between Census and National
Population Register.
2. NPR vs NRC.
3. How NRC is related to Assam accord.

4. Constitutional provisions wrt to grant and
revocation of citizenships.
5. Who carries out Census?
Mains Link:Discuss why a nationwide NRC exercise
may not be feasible.

Link: https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GMT8S40SG.1&imageview=0.

Topics: Important Geophysical phenomena such as earthquakes, Tsunami, Volcanic activity,
cyclone etc., geographical features and their location- changes in critical geographical
features (including water-bodies and ice-caps) and in flora and fauna and the effects of such
changes.

What is the Atlantic Meridional Overturning Circulation (AMOC)?
Context:
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According to a recent study, the Atlantic Ocean's current system-AMOC, an engine of the Northern
Hemisphere’s climate, could be weakening to such an extent that it could soon bring big changes to the world's
weather.
● Climate models have shown that the AMOC is at its weakest in more than a 1,000 years.
● However, it has not been known whether the weakening is due to a change in circulation or it is to do
with the loss of stability.
What is the Atlantic Meridional Overturning Circulation (AMOC)?
The Atlantic Meridional Overturning Circulation (AMOC) is a large system of ocean currents that carry warm
water from the tropics northwards into the North Atlantic.
How does the AMOC work?
1. The AMOC is a large system of ocean currents, like a conveyor belt, driven by differences in
temperature and salt content – the water’s density.
2. As warm water flows northwards it cools and some evaporation occurs, which increases the amount of
salt.
3. Low temperature and a high salt content make the water denser, and this dense water sinks deep into
the ocean.
4. The cold, dense water slowly spreads southwards, several kilometres below the surface.
5. Eventually, it gets pulled back to the surface and warms in a process called “upwelling” and the
circulation is complete.
What if the AMOC collapsed?
If the AMOC collapsed, it would increase cooling of the Northern Hemisphere, sea level rise in the Atlantic, an
overall fall in precipitation over Europe and North America and a shift in monsoons in South America and
Africa.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. About AMOC.
2. What are Ocean Currents.
3. Important ones.

4. Causes.
5. Effects.
Mains Link: Discuss the impact of weakening
AMOC.

Rise in frequency and intensity of cyclones in Arabian Sea:
Context:
The frequency and intensity of cyclones developing over the Arabian Sea has increased in the last two decades,
while fewer such storms have been seen over the Bay of Bengal.
Key changes:
● A 52% increase was noticed in the frequency of cyclones over the Arabian Sea between 2001 and 2019
, and an 8% decrease over the Bay of Bengal.
● The number of very severe cyclones in the Arabian Sea has gone up by 150% during the last two
decades.
Factors responsible for this:
1. Surface temperatures in the Arabian Sea have increased rapidly during the past century due to global
warming. Temp. Now is 1.2–1.4 °C higher than the temperature witnessed four decades ago. These
warmer temperatures support active convection, heavy rainfall, and intense cyclones.
2. The rising temperature is also enabling the Arabian Sea to supply ample energy for the intensification
of cyclones.
3. The Arabian Sea is also providing conducive wind shear for cyclones. For instance, a higher level
easterly wind drove the depression of Cyclone Ockhi from the Bay of Bengal to the Arabian Sea.
Concerns:
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This underlines the increasing risk of disasters hitting the west coast of India if the trend continues to hold over
the years.
How are cyclones formed?
Cyclones are formed over the oceanic water in the tropical region.
In this region, the sunlight is highest which results in warming of land and water surface. Due to warming of the
surface, the warm moist air over the ocean rises upwards following which cool air rushes in to fill the void, they
too get warm and rise — the cycle continues.
But what creates the spin?
Wind always blows from high pressure to low pressure areas. High pressure areas are created in the cold
region while low is created in the warm regions. Polar regions are high pressure areas as the amount of
sunlight here is less than the tropical region. So, wind blows from polar regions to tropical regions.
● Then comes the Earth's movement, which is west to east. The Earth's rotation on its axis causes
deflection of the wind (in the tropical region as the speed of spinning of Earth is higher compared to
polar sides due to its spherical shape — blowing from both the polar regions. Wind coming from the
Arctic is deflected to the right while Antarctic wind deflects to the left side.
● So, the wind is already blowing in one direction. But when it reaches the warmer place, cool air starts
getting attracted to the centre to fill the gap. So while moving to the centre, cool air keeps getting
deflected resulting in circulation of wind movement — this process continues until the cyclone hits the
land.
What happens when a cyclone hits the land?
Cyclone dissipates when it hits the land as the warm water that rises and creates space for cool water is no
longer available on land. Also, the moist air that rises up forms clouds leading to rains that accompany gusting
winds during cyclones.
Insta Curious: Do you know the differences between Supercell and Mesocylone? Reference:
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. Factors responsible for the genesis of
cyclones.
2. Naming of cyclones in various regions of
the world.

3. Why are there more cyclones in Eastern
coast of India?
4. What is coriolis force?
5. What is the latent heat of condensation?
Mains Link: Discuss the factors responsible for the
formation of tropical cyclones.

Hurricane Ida strikes USA
Context: Hurricane Ida made landfall in Louisiana on Sunday. It is an extremely dangerous Category 4 storm,
forcing those who did not flee to brace themselves for the toughest
When do hurricanes occur?
The Atlantic Hurricane season runs from June to November and covers the Atlantic Ocean, the Caribbean Sea
and the Gulf of Mexico, while the Eastern Pacific Hurricane season runs from May 15 to November 30.
● Hurricanes are categorized on the Saffir-Simpson Hurricane Wind Scale, which rates them on a scale
of 1 to 5 based on wind speed.
● Hurricanes that reach category three or higher are called ‘major hurricanes’ because of their potential
to cause devastating damage to life and property.
What are hurricanes and how do they form?
Tropical cyclones or hurricanes use warm, moist air as fuel, and therefore form over warm ocean waters near
the equator.
● As NASA describes it, when the warm, moist air rises upward from the surface of the ocean, it creates
an area of low air pressure below.
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●
●
●
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Air from the surrounding areas rushes to fill this place, eventually rising when it becomes warm and
moist too.
When the warm air rises and cools off, the moisture forms clouds. This system of clouds and winds
continues to grow and spin, fuelled by the ocean’s heat and the water that evaporates from its surface.
As such storm systems rotate faster and faster, an eye forms in the centre.
Storms that form towards the north of the equator rotate counterclockwise, while those that form to
the south spin clockwise because of the rotation of the Earth.

What is the difference between a hurricane and a tropical storm?
There is no difference. Depending on where they occur, hurricanes may be called typhoons or cyclones.
● As per NASA, the scientific name for all these kinds of storms is tropical cyclones.
● The tropical cyclones that form over the Atlantic Ocean or the eastern Pacific Ocean are
called hurricanes and the ones that form in the Northwest Pacific are called
● Tropical storms that form in the Bay of Bengal or the Arabian Sea are called

InstaLinks:
Prelims link:
1. What is a hurricane?
2. Regions where it is formed
3. Conditions that give rise to hurricanes
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Mains link: Disaster preparedness vis-à-vis
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GENERAL STUDIES – 2
Topics: Indian Constitution- historical underpinnings, evolution, features, amendments,
significant provisions and basic structure; Comparison of the Indian constitutional scheme
with that of other countries.

Bill to amend Scheduled Tribes list:
Context:
The Rajya Sabha has passed the Constitution (Scheduled Tribes) Order (Amendment) Bill, 2021. The Bill
amends the Constitution (Scheduled Tribes) Order, 1950.
Highlights of the Bill:
● The Bill removes the Abor tribe from the list of identified STs in Arunachal Pradesh.
● It replaces certain STs with other tribes. This includes Tai Khamti, Mishmi-Kaman (Miju Mishmi), Idu
(Mishmi) and Taraon (Digaru Mishmi).
Who has the power to modify the list of notified STs?
The Constitution empowers the President to specify the Scheduled Tribes (STs) in various states and union
territories. Further, it permits Parliament to modify this list of notified STs.
Definition of STs:
The Constitution does not define the criteria for recognition of Scheduled Tribes.
● However, Article 366(25) of the Constitution only provides process to define Scheduled Tribes:
“Scheduled Tribes means such tribes or tribal communities or parts of or groups within such tribes or
tribal communities as are deemed under Article 342 to be Scheduled Tribes for the purposes of this
Constitution.”
● Article 342(1): The President may with respect to any State or Union Territory, and where it is a State,
after consultation with the Governor, by a public notification, specify the tribes or tribal communities
or part of or groups within tribes or tribal communities as Scheduled Tribe in relation to that State or
Union Territory.
Constitutional Safeguards for STs:
I. Educational & Cultural Safeguards:
1. Art. 15(4):- Special provisions for advancement of other backward classes(which includes STs);
2. Art. 29:- Protection of Interests of Minorities (which includes STs);
3. Art. 46:- The State shall promote, with special care, the educational and economic interests of the
weaker sections of the people, and in particular, of the Scheduled Castes, and the Scheduled Tribes,
and shall protect them from social injustice and all forms of exploitation.
4. Art. 350:- Right to conserve distinct Language, Script or Culture;
5. Art. 350:- Instruction in Mother Tongue.
II.Social Safeguard:
1. Art. 23:- Prohibition of traffic in human beings and beggar and other similar form of forced labour;
2. Art. 24:- Forbidding Child Labour.
III. Economic Safeguards:
1. Art.244:- Clause(1) Provisions of Fifth Schedule shall apply to the administration & control of the
Scheduled Areas and Scheduled Tribes in any State other than the states of Assam, Meghalaya,
Mizoram and Tripura which are covered under Sixth Schedule, under Clause (2) of this Article.
2. Art. 275:- Grants in-Aid to specified States (STs&SAs) covered under Fifth and Sixth Schedules of the
Constitution.
IV. Political Safeguards:
1. Art.164(1):- Provides for Tribal Affairs Ministers in Bihar, MP and Orissa;
2. Art. 330:- Reservation of seats for STs in Lok Sabha;
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3.
4.
5.
6.

Art. 337- Reservation of seats for STs in State Legislatures;
Art. 334:- 10 years period for reservation (Amended several times to extend the period);
Art. 243:- Reservation of seats in Panchayats.
Art. 371:- Special provisions in respect of NE States and Sikkim.

V. Service Safeguards:
(Under Art.16(4),16(4A),164(B) Art.335, and Art. 320(40).
Insta Curious: Do you know about Shilpgram and Octave Schemes? Read Here
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. V. Chinnaiah case is related to?
2. Powers of President under article 341(1).

3. Who can include or exclude groups from
the central list?
4. Various benches of the Supreme Court.
5. Power of the Supreme Court to review its
own judgment.

Mains Link: There is a “caste struggle” within the reserved class as benefit of reservation are being usurped by
a few. Discuss.
Link: https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GP68RI94A.1&imageview=0.

Bill to Restore States’ rights to specify OBC groups
Context: The Constitution 127th Amendment Bill, 2021 was passed with unanimous support in Lok Sabha,
recently.
● The Bill amends the Constitution to allow states and union territories to prepare their own list of
socially and educationally backward classes.
Need for:
On May 5, while scrapping a separate quota for the Maratha community in Maharashtra, the Supreme Court
had ruled that after a 2018 amendment in the Constitution (102nd constitutional amendment), only the
central government could notify socially and educationally backward classes (SEBCs) – not the states.
● The 102nd constitutional amendment (Inserted Articles 338B and 342 A after Article 342) was related
to giving constitutional status to the National Commission of Backward Classes and interpretation of
this constitutional amendment effectively struck a blow to the authority of state governments in
identifying backward classes and provide them with reservation benefits.
Highlights of the 127th Amendment Bill:
1. The Bill seeks to restore the power of State governments to identify Other Backward Classes that are
socially and educationally backward.
Please note that In May 2021, the Supreme Court, in an order, had empowered only the Central government
for such identification.
2. The Bill amends this to provide
that the President may notify the
list of socially and educationally
backward classes only for purposes
of the central government.
3. This central list will be prepared
and maintained by the central
government.
4. The Bill enables states and union
territories to prepare their own list
of socially and educationally
backward classes.
5. This list must be made by law, and
may differ from the central list.
www.insightsonindia.com
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List of socially and educationally backward classes:
The National Commission for Backward Classes (NCBC) was established under the National Commission for
Backward Classes Act, 1993.
● The Constitution 102nd Amendment Act, 2018 gave constitutional status to the NCBC, and
empowered the President to notify the list of socially and educationally backward classes for any state
or union territory for all purposes.
Consultation with the NCBC:
● Article 338B of the Constitution mandates the central and state governments to consult the NCBC on
all major policy matters affecting the socially and educationally backward classes.
Implications of the new Bill:
● After passing, the 127th Constitutional Amendment Bill, 671 castes in the country would benefit from
it and restore the States’ rights to make their own list of OBCs.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. About NCBC.
2. Overview of 102nd Constitution
Amendment Bill.
3. About 127th Constitutional Amendment
Bill.

4. Overview of the Supreme Court Verdict in
this matter.
Mains Link: Discuss the implications of the New
Amendment Bill.

Link: https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GKE8S40QA.1&imageview=0.

Flag Code of India:
On July 22, 1947, the National flag of India was adopted in its present form (horizontal rectangular tricolour)
during a meeting of the Constituent Assembly, 23 days before India's Independence, and became the official
national flag of the Dominion of India on August 15, 1947.
Evolution of National flag:
●

●

Present flag is based on the
Swaraj flag, a flag of the
Indian National Congress
designed by Pingali Venkayya.
After undergoing several
changes, the Tricolour was
adopted as our national flag
at a Congress Committee
meeting in Karachi in 1931.

Constitutional & Statutory Provisions
regarding National Flag of India:
Art 51A(a) - To abide by the
Constitution and respect its ideals and institutions, the National Flag and the National Anthem.
Statutes Governing Use of Flag:
● Emblems and Names (Prevention of Improper Use) Act, 1950.
● Prevention of Insults to National Honor Act, 1971.
Rules governing the display of the Tricolour:
The Flag Code of 2002 is divided into three parts:
1-a general description of the tricolour
www.insightsonindia.com
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2-rules for display of the flag by governments and government bodies.
3-rules on display of the flag by public and private bodies and educational institutions.
Notable facts:
● The National Flag of India shall be made of hand spun and hand woven wool/cotton/silk khadi bunting.
● The National Flag shall be rectangular in shape. The ratio of the length to the height (width) of the Flag
shall be 3:2.
● The Flag shall not be flown at half-mast except on occasions
on which the Flag is flown at half-mast on public buildings in
accordance with the instructions issued by the Government.
● The Flag shall not be used as a drapery in any form
whatsoever, including private funerals except in State
funerals or armed forces or other paramilitary forces
funerals”.
● The Flag shall not be used as a portion of costume or
uniform of any description nor shall it be embroidered or
printed upon cushions, handkerchiefs, napkins or any dress
material.
Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan narrated significance of National flag as:
1. The “Ashoka Chakra” is the wheel of the law of dharma. Chakra intends to show that there is LIFE IN
MOVEMENT and death in stagnation.
2. The saffron color denotes renunciation of disinterestedness.
3. The white in the center is light, the path of truth to guide our conduct.
4. The green shows our relation to the soil, our relation to the plant life here, on which all other life
depends.
Insta Curious: Do you know about Flag Satyagraha, the Jhanda Satyagraha? It was held in Jabalpur and Nagpur
in 1923. Reference:
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. When was the flag designed by Venkayya
officially accepted by the Indian National
Congress?
2. Adoption of National Flag by the
Constituent Assembly.

3. Flag Code of India- overview.
4. Manufacturer of the national flag in India.
5. About Flag Protests in India.
Mains Link: Discuss the key provisions of Flag Code
of India, 2002.

Right to be forgotten
Context:
The Delhi High Court has asked the Centre and search engine giant Google to respond to a petition by two
businessmen, who have invoked the “right to be forgotten”, and sought the removal of certain articles relating
to a criminal case lodged against them, from various online platforms.
● The petitioners said they have the “right to be forgotten” or a “right to delink” in the context of the
facts and circumstances of the case.
Need for:
The petition argued that they “had been honourably discharged by the competent courts, yet the alleged
articles and wrong information available online against petitioners continue to haunt them”.
What is the ‘Right to be Forgotten’ in the Indian context?
● The Right to be Forgotten falls under the purview of an individual’s right to privacy.
● In 2017, the Right to Privacy was declared a fundamental right (under Article 21) by the Supreme
Court in its landmark verdict (Puttuswamy case).
www.insightsonindia.com
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What does the Personal Data Protection Bill say about this?
Right to privacy is also governed by the Personal Data Protection Bill that is yet to be passed by Parliament.
The bill exclusively talks about the “Right to be Forgotten.”
● Broadly, under the Right to be forgotten, users can de-link, limit, delete or correct the disclosure of
their personal information held by data fiduciaries.
But, what are the issues associated with this provision in the Bill?
The main issue with the provision is that the sensitivity of the personal data and information cannot be
determined independently by the person concerned, but will be overseen by the Data Protection Authority
(DPA).
● This means that while the draft bill gives some provisions under which a user can seek that his data be
removed, but his or her rights are subject to authorisation by the Adjudicating Officer who works for
the DPA.
Insta Curious: Did you know that the right to be forgotten is also known as the right to erasure? Read what EU
laws say on this.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. About the Right to be forgotten.
2. What is right to privacy?

3. Highlights of Personal Data Protection Bill.
Mains Link: Discuss the significance of the right to
be forgotten.

Link: https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GDR8STLM9.1&imageview=0.

Can’t curtail right to move freely or reside anywhere on flimsy grounds
Context: Recent opinion tendered by the Supreme Court of India on an externment order passed by
Maharashtra police
More on this issue
● What is an externment order? Externment orders prevent the movement of a person in certain areas.
● Grounds for issuing such an order: The top court said that the drastic action of externment should only
be taken in exceptional cases to maintain law and order.
About Right to "move freely throughout the territory of India"
● The above right is guaranteed by Article 19 (1) (d) of the Indian constitution. This right is available only
to citizens.
● This right is not unfettered or unrestricted but are subject to "interests of the general public or for the
protection of the interests of any Scheduled Tribe"
● The provisions for providing the power of externment to the concerned executive authorities can be
found in many statutes such as The Maharashtra Police Act (MP 1951), Punjab Security of State Act
1953, and Assam Maintenance of Public Order Act 1947, Karnataka Police Act et al.
● The discretionary power provided to the executive authorities under Maharashtra Police Act (MP
1951) was invoked in this case to prevent the entry of a person. However, such use of the power was
not in accordance to the ‘due process of law’. Such cases of misuse are rising in recent times across the
country. Ex: In Praful Bhausaheb Yadav v. Shri K. K. Pathak, Bombay High Court ruled that the
externment orders were passed without any basis and hence held that the order must be set aside
since it is suffering from the “non-application of mind.”
● Instances where Supreme Court upheld the externment order- In Dhan Bahadur Ghorti versus State
of Assam- the court upheld the externment order so as to ensure the protection of tribal identities;
Restrictions on the free movement imposed on prostitutes to carry on their trade within a specified
area and to reside in or move from particular areas have been held to be valid (The State of Uttar
Pradesh versus Kaushaliya); Restrictions on residence imposed on habitual offenders have been
upheld by the courts as being reasonable (P. Arumugham versus the State of Madras)
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●

As per the existing jurisprudence on exterments, the judiciary is generally satisfied with laws of
externment if they are in accordance with the principles of natural justice. However, considering that
externments infringe upon an individual’s liberty, there is a pressing need to set the procedure right by
mandating independent scrutiny by an impartial tribunal

Instacurios: Evolution of externment jurisprudence in India- Reference
Prelims link
1. What is article 19?
2. Grounds for restriction of article 19
3. Differences between Fundamental rights,
DPSP and Fundamental duties

4. What are externment rules?
Mains link: Misuse of externment rules and ways
to address them

Topics: Functions and responsibilities of the Union and the States, issues and challenges
pertaining to the federal structure, devolution of powers and finances up to local levels and
challenges therein.

What is the sovereign right to taxation?
Context:
The Indian government recently decided to withdraw the retrospective taxation amendment in the I-T Act
introduced in March 2012.
Background:
The Indian government had in 2012 retrospectively amended the Income-tax Act. This was in response to a
Supreme Court verdict, which had held that Vodafone cannot be taxed for a 2007 transaction that involved its
purchase of a 67 per cent stake in Hutchison Whampoa for $11 billion.
What does ‘sovereignty’ mean?
An act of sovereign power is one which cannot be prevented or annulled by any other power recognised by the
constitution of the state.
What is the ‘sovereign right to taxation’ in India?
The Indian Constitution gives the government the right to levy taxes on individuals and organisations, but
makes it clear that no one has the right to levy or charge taxes except by the authority of law. Any tax being
charged has to be backed by a law passed by the legislature or Parliament.
How does scrapping retrospective feature help?
1. With the removal of the retrospective feature a clear and predictable taxation law and intent has been
presented to the companies which are expected to structure their assets accordingly while doing deals
hereon.
2. It also provides clarity for deals between companies of countries where these are not covered under
any tax treaty benefits.
3. The companies stand to gain by withdrawing the litigation with the arbitration (for cases before 2012)
and then there will be a refund of any taxes that have been already paid or refunded in respect of any
demands that have been adjusted.
Insta Curious: Do you know what Marginal Tax rate is? Read Here
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. What is retrospective taxation?
2. When was it introduced in India?
3. Who can impose new taxes?
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Link: https://www.google.com/amp/s/indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-what-is-the-sovereignright-to-taxation-7451017/lite/.

Topics: Separation of powers between various organs dispute redressal mechanisms and
institutions.

Preventive detention only to forestall public disorder: SC:
Context:
The Supreme Court has passed an order on the use and applicability of Prevention Detention in the Country.
Background:
The judgment came in an appeal filed by the wife of a man placed under preventive detention under the
Telangana Prevention of Dangerous Activities Act shortly after he was granted bail in a cheating case.
Important observations made by the Court:
1. Preventive detention could be used only to prevent public disorder.
2. The State should not arbitrarily resort to “preventive detention” to deal with all and sundry “law and
order” problems, which could be dealt with by the ordinary laws of the country.
3. The court must ensure that the facts brought before it directly and inevitably lead to a harm, danger or
alarm or feeling of insecurity among the general public or any section thereof at large.
4. Preventive detention must fall within the four corners of Article 21 (due process of law) read with
Article 22 (safeguards against arbitrary arrest and detention) and the statute in question.
What is Preventive Detention?
It involves the detainment (containment) of a person in order to keep him/her from
committing future crimes and/or from escaping future prosecution.
● Article 22 (3) (b) of the Constitution allows for preventive detention and
restriction on personal liberty for reasons of state security and public order.
Article 22(4) states that:
No law providing for preventive detention shall authorise the detention of a person
for a longer period than three months unless: An Advisory Board reports sufficient
cause for extended detention.
● The 44th Amendment Act of 1978 has reduced the period of detention without obtaining the opinion
of an advisory board from three to two months. However, this provision has not yet been brought into
force, hence, the original period of three months still continues.
Purpose of the Preventive detention:
1. In the case of Mariappan v. The District Collector and Others, the Court held that the aim of detention
and its laws is not to punish anyone but to stop certain crimes from being committed.
2. In the case of Union of India v. Paul Nanickan and Anr, the Supreme Court said that the reasoning for
such detention is based on suspicion or reasonable possibility and not a criminal conviction, which can
be justified only by valid proof.
Insta Curious: Do you know what Adjective law is? Read Here
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. What is Preventive Detention?
2. Constitutional provisions in this regard.

3. Laws providing for Preventive Detention.
4. Overview of Article 22 and sub clauses
under it.
5. 44th Amendment Act of 1978- overview.

Mains Link: Discuss the issues and concerns associated with the application of Preventive Detention law in the
Country.
Link: https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GSD8R5VLU.1&imageview=0.
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What is recusal or judicial disqualification of Judges?
Context:
Chief Justice of India (CJI) N.V. Ramana has recused himself from hearing a petition filed by Andhra Pradesh
accusing Telangana of depriving its people of their legitimate share of water for drinking and irrigation.
Reason behind the recusal:
The Chief Justice said he recused from hearing because he hailed from both Andhra Pradesh and Telangana.
What's the case?
Andhra Pradesh has accused Telangana of refusing to follow the decisions taken on river water management in
the Apex Council constituted under the Andhra Pradesh Reorganization Act of 2014. It said its neighbour also
ignored the directions of the Krishna River Management Board (KRMB), constituted under the 2014 Act and
directions of the Centre.
What is Judicial Disqualification or Recusal?
Judicial disqualification, referred to as recusal, is the act of abstaining from participation in an official action
such as a legal proceeding due to a conflict of interest of the presiding court official or administrative officer.
Grounds for Recusal:
1. The judge is biased in favour of one party, or against another, or that a reasonable objective observer
would think he might be.
2. Interest in the subject matter, or relationship with someone who is interested in it.
3. Background or experience, such as the judge’s prior work as a lawyer.
4. Personal knowledge about the parties or the facts of the case.
5. Ex parte communications with lawyers or non-lawyers.
6. Rulings, comments or conduct.
Are there any laws in this regard?
There are no definite rules on recusals by Judges.
● However, In taking oath of office, judges, both of the Supreme Court and of the high courts, promise to
perform their duties, to deliver justice, “without fear or favour, affection or ill-will”.
What has the Supreme Court said on this?
Justice J. Chelameswar in his opinion in Supreme Court Advocates-on-Record Association v. Union of India
(2015) held that “Where a judge has a pecuniary interest, no further inquiry as to whether there was a ‘real
danger’ or ‘reasonable suspicion’ of bias is required to be undertaken”.
Concerns/issues associated with recusal:
1. It allows litigants to cherry-pick a bench of their choice, which impairs judicial fairness.
2. Undermines both independence and raises questions on impartiality of the judges.
3. There are no rules to determine when the judges could recuse themselves. There are only different
interpretations of the same situation.
4. Recusal may cause obstruction and delay the proceedings of the Courts.
Insta Curious: Do you know the concept of Waiver and Substitution? Read Here
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. Grounds for Judicial Disqualification.
2. Who administers oath to Supreme Court and High Court judges?
3. Articles 127 and 128 of the Indian Constitution are related to?
4. Tributaries of Krishna.
5. Tributaries of Godavari.
6. Interstate river water disputes- key provisions.
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7. Krishna and Godavari River Management Boards- formation, functions and orders.
Mains Link: Recusal has become a selective call of morality for Supreme Court judges. Discuss.
Link: https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=G9H8RE14K.1&imageview=0.

Consumer Dispute Redressal Panels:
Context:
The Supreme Court has given the Centre and the States eight weeks to fill the vacancies in the consumer
disputes redressal commissions.
The Court has also asked the Centre to conduct a comprehensive “legislative impact study” on the Consumer
Protection Act, 2019.
Concerns expressed by the Court:
1. The laws have been made for the benefit of people. But, states are defeating the purpose for which the
consumer protection laws have been made.
2. The court also questioned if governments, both at the Centre and in the States, had deliberately kept
the vacancies pending to dissuade people from filing complaints.
Centre's arguments on why it is being delayed?
There is litigation in the court regarding the tenure of tribunal members. The Centre is waiting for its outcome.
Also, the to and fro of litigation and legislation had caused “confusion”, delaying appointments.
Dispute redressal under Consumer Protection Act, 1986:
The Consumer Protection Act, 1986 provides for a 3-tier structure of the National and State Commissions and
District Forums for speedy resolution of consumer disputes. They are quasi- judicial bodies.
Composition: Each District Forum is headed by a person who is or has been or is eligible to be appointed as a
District Judge and each State Commission is headed by a person who is or has been a Judge of High Court.
Ambit:
● The provisions of this Act cover ‘goods’ as well as ‘services’. The goods are those which are
manufactured or produced and sold to consumers through wholesalers and retailers.
● The services are in the nature of transport, telephone, electricity, housing, banking, insurance, medical
treatment, etc.
How is Grievance redressal carried out?
1. A written complaint can be filed before the
District Consumer Forum/State
Commission/ National Commission in
respect of defects in goods and or
deficiency in service.
2. However, no complaint can be filed for
alleged deficiency in any service that is
rendered free of charge or under a contract
of personal service.
3. The remedy under the Consumer
Protection Act is an alternative in addition
to that already available to the aggrieved
persons/consumers by way of civil suit.
4. In the complaint/appeal/petition
submitted under the Act, a consumer is not
required to pay any court fees but only a
nominal fee.
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Appeals:
● If a consumer is not satisfied by the decision of a District Forum, he can appeal to the State
Commission. Against the order of the State Commission a consumer can come to the National
Commission.
● In order to help achieve the objectives of the Consumer Protection Act, the National Commission has
also been conferred with the powers of administrative control over all the State Commissions by calling
for periodical returns regarding the institution, disposal and pendency of cases.
Latest Amendment:
1. As per the latest Consumer Protection Act , 2019 dispute redressal Commissions will be set up at
District, State and National level, with pecuniary jurisdiction up to Rs one crore, Rs one crore to Rs 10
crore, and above Rs 10 crore, respectively.
2. In case of unfair contracts, the State Commissions will hear complaints where the value is up to Rs 10
crore, and National Commissions will hear complaints above that value.
3. These Commissions can declare unfair terms of such contracts to be null and void.
Insta Curious: Did you know that the Consumer Protection Act provides for reference to mediation by
Consumer Commissions wherever scope for early settlement exists and parties agree for it? How are these
mediation cells established and what is their composition?
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. National vs State Commissions vs District
Dispute redressal Forums, their
compositions.
2. Ambit, jurisdiction of the courts and
Appeals.

3. Can CCPA file suo motu cases?
4. Consumer Disputes Redressal Commissionjurisdictions.
5. Appeals from the National CDRC.
6. Consumer definition and rights defined
under the act.

Mains Link: Write a note on consumer dispute redressal mechanism under the Consumer Protection Act of
1986.
Link: https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GEH8S7IOC.1&imageview=0.

Increasing vacancies in courts:
Context:
In recent days, the Supreme Court has voiced concern over the Government’s lackadaisical attitude towards
the large number of vacancies in High Courts and tribunals.
● The vacancies in High Courts are at a staggering 455, as on August 1.
Concern:
The court has noted that the Centre’s delay in making appointments to the High Courts is adversely affecting
the adjudication of commercial disputes.
Reasons for Vacancies in both higher and lower judiciary:
1. Systemic defects in the appointment process most certainly contribute to vacancies in the lower
judiciary. For example, exams are not conducted frequently enough to fill vacancies as they arise and
even when they are, High Courts are often unable to find enough meritorious candidates to fill the
vacancies advertised.
2. A sheer lethargic approach for conducting the appointment process on time is another reason for
increasing vacancies.
3. Unclear recruitment procedures, and difficulties in coordination between the High Court and State
Public Service Commission, also frequently give rise to disputes and litigations surrounding
recruitment, further stalling the process of recruitment.
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4. Little quantitative and qualitative data on the appointment process exists, and thus no impactful
reform has emerged in the area.
5. Moreover, it is found that the source of the problem often lay in poor infrastructure, from
courtrooms to residences for judges.
Impacts and implications:
1. Increase in the pendency of cases.
2. Any failure to allocate the required human and financial resources leads to the crippling of judicial work
in the subordinate courts.
3. It also amounts to letting down poor litigants and undertrials, who stand to suffer the most due to
judicial delay.
4. Vacancies mean more work for a district’s remaining judges.
5. Heavier caseloads due to vacancies meant they spent less time considering individual cases raises
troubling concerns about the quality of justice dispensed.
Need of the hour:
1. Public Service Commissions should recruit the necessary staff to assist these judges, while State
governments should build courts or provide working space for them.
2. The recruitment of judges to fill vacancies should also begin earnestly.
3. A smooth and time-bound process of making appointments requires close coordination between the
High Courts and the State Public Service Commissions.
4. This coordination should be facilitated by the respective State Governments and High Courts as best as
possible.
Insta Curious: What differentiates the International Court of Justice from the International Criminal Court and
the ad hoc international criminal tribunals? Read Here
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. What is collegium?
2. How are Judges of Supreme Court and high
courts appointed?

3. Appointment of retired judges.
4. Related constitutional provisions.
5. Powers and functions.

Mains Link: Discuss the issues associated with the collegium system for the appointment of judges.

Criminal justice reforms:
Context:
A group of experts under the National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) has expressed “serious concerns over
the slow pace of reforms in the criminal justice system to ensure speedy justice”.
Current concerns/challenges:
1. The delay in disposal of cases was leading to human rights violations of the under-trials and convicts.
2. Despite the Supreme Court’s directions on police reforms, there had been hardly any changes on the
ground.
3. Court orders convicting a person are also taking years to implement.
Suggested Reforms:
● Special laws and fast-track courts could replace certain offences under the Indian Penal Code in order
to reduce the piling up of cases at every police station.
● Digitisation of documents would help in speeding up investigations and trials.
● The construction of new offences and reworking of the existing classification of offences must be
guided by the principles of criminal jurisprudence which have substantially altered in the past four
decades.

www.insightsonindia.com

32

InsightsIAS

●
●

The classification of offences must be done in a manner conducive to management of crimes in the
future.
The discretion of judges in deciding the quantum and nature of sentence differently for crimes of the
same nature should be based on principles of judicial precedent.

Criminal law in India:
The Criminal law in India is contained in a number of sources – The Indian Penal Code of 1860, the Protection
of Civil Rights Act, 1955, Dowry Prohibition Act, 1961 and the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes
(Prevention of Atrocities) Act, 1989.
● Criminal Justice System can impose penalties on those who violate the established laws.
● The criminal law and criminal procedure are in the concurrent list of the seventh schedule of the
constitution.
● Lord Thomas Babington Macaulay is said to
be the chief architect of codifications of
criminal laws in India.
Need for reforms:
1. Colonial era laws.
2. ineffectiveness.
3. Pendency of cases.
4. Huge undertrials.
Committee For Reform In Criminal Law:
● The Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) has constituted a national level committee for reform in criminal
law.
● The committee has been constituted under Ranbir Singh and several other members.
● The committee would be gathering opinions online by consulting with experts and collating material
for their report to the government.
Previous committees:
Madhav Menon Committee: It submitted its report in 2007, suggesting various recommendations on reforms
in the Criminal Justice System of India (CJSI).
Malimath Committee Report: It submitted its report in 2003 on the Criminal Justice System of India (CJSI).
Insta Curious: Read about the 2006 Supreme Court ruling on police reforms here.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. Malimath Committee is associated with?
2. Criminal law under 7th schedule of the
constitution.
3. Who codified criminal laws in India?

4. Controversial IPC laws.
5. Ranbir Singh Committee was recently
constituted for?
Mains Link:
Write a note on criminal justice reforms in India.

Link: https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=G2E8T16T2.1&imageview=0.

Lack of manpower in Probe Agencies:
Context:
The Supreme Court is hearing a petition about the hundreds of criminal cases pending against MPs and MLAs,
both sitting and former, for years together.
During the hearing, it has made the following observations on pending vacancies in probe agencies such as the
Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI).
● Like judiciary even probe agencies suffered from the dearth of manpower and infrastructure.
● They are overburdened. For example, one trial court handles 1,000 cases.
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●

Some of these cases, investigated by agencies such as the CBI and the Enforcement Directorate (ED),
have been pending for over a decade.

Data on pending cases against legislators:
1. 51 MPs and 71 MLAs were accused of offences under the Prevention of Money Laundering Act (PMLA),
2002.
2. Out of the 121 cases pending trial against MPs and MLAs before the CBI courts across the country, 58
were punishable with life imprisonment.
3. In 45 cases, even the charges have not been framed, though the offences were alleged to have been
committed several years ago.
4. A total of 37 CBI cases against legislators were continuing in the stage of investigation for years on end
now.
Challenges and causes for frequent delays:
1. The High Courts intervened and granted stay of the trial.
2. ED cases were held up because they spanned to tax havens abroad, which refused to cooperate with
investigations.
3. Insufficient special courts to exclusively try cases against MPs/MLAs.
4. Shortage of prosecutors and latches in prosecution.
5. Delayed investigation.
Related Orders by the Supreme Court:
● In 2017, the Supreme Court had ordered that special courts be set up across the country to fast-track
the long-pending trials of lawmakers.
● In February 2020, the Supreme Court ordered political parties to publish the entire criminal history of
their candidates for Assembly and Lok Sabha elections along with the reasons that goaded them to
field suspected criminals over decent people.
Need of the hour:
1. The Court must pass a judicial order directing lower courts to complete the pending trial proceedings in
a “mandatory time-bound manner”, possibly within the next six months.
2. Efforts must be made to “rationalise” the number of cases before each trial court.
3. A mechanism should be put in place soon to monitor the progress of criminal trials involving legislators
soon. This would include special courts.
4. Recently, the court had also directed that a criminal case against an MP or MLA could be withdrawn
only after getting the consent of the High Court concerned.
5. Political parties should themselves refuse tickets to the tainted.
6. The RP Act should be amended to debar persons against whom cases of a heinous nature are pending
from contesting elections.
7. The Election Commission of India (ECI) should have the power to audit the financial accounts of
political parties.
Insta Curious: Various State governments have resorted to withdrawal of numerous criminal cases pending
against MP/MLA by utilising the power vested under Section 321 CrPC. What does this section state?
Reference:
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. Section 8 of the RP Act.
2. SC guidelines.
3. ECI- composition and functions.
4. Powers of Election Commission on matters
related to election of candidates.
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Topics: Parliament and State Legislatures – structure, functioning, conduct of business,
powers & privileges and issues arising out of these.

What is MPLAD Scheme?
Context:
The Union government has said that it is not considering any proposal to restore Members of Parliament Local
Area Development Scheme (MPLADS) funds for FY21 and FY22.
Background:
The government had in April, 2020 decided not to operate MPLADS for the Financial Years 2020-21 and 202122; and place the MPLADS funds for these two-years at the disposal of the Ministry of Finance to meet the
emergent needs of people.
● From ₹5,012 crore spent during 2018-19, an expenditure of just ₹2,491.45 crore was taken up under
the scheme in 2019-20.
How was this fund utilised?
The government has said that the funds saved from the MPLAD Scheme have been utilised to enhance the
allocation of funds for improving health infrastructure, provide free ration under PM Garib Kalyan Yojana, and
free vaccination for the people.
About MPLAD scheme:
● Launched in December, 1993.
● Seeks to provide a mechanism for the Members of
Parliament to recommend works of developmental nature
for creation of durable community assets and for
provision of basic facilities including community
infrastructure, based on locally felt needs.
● The MPLADS is a Plan Scheme fully funded by Government
of India.
● The annual MPLADS fund entitlement per MP
constituency is Rs. 5 crore.
Special focus:
● MPs are to recommend every year, works costing at least 15 per cent of the MPLADS entitlement for
the year for areas inhabited by Scheduled Caste population and 7.5 per cent for areas inhabited by S.T.
population.
Release of Funds:
● Funds are released in the form of grants in-aid directly to the district authorities.
● The funds released under the scheme are non-lapsable.
● The liability of funds not released in a particular year is carried forward to the subsequent years,
subject to eligibility.
● The MPs have a recommendatory role under the scheme.
● The district authority is empowered to examine the eligibility of works, sanction funds and select the
implementing agencies, prioritise works, supervise overall execution, and monitor the scheme at the
ground level.
● At least 10% of the projects under implementation in the district are to be inspected every year by the
district authority.
Recommendation of works:
● The Lok Sabha Members can recommend works in their respective constituencies.
● The elected members of the Rajya Sabha can recommend works anywhere in the state from which
they are elected.
● Nominated members of the Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha may select works for implementation
anywhere in the country.
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InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. How is MPLADS connected to Sansad
Adarsh Gram Yojana?
2. Where can nominated MPs recommend
their works?
3. Is there any special focus on SC and ST
Welfare?
4. Difference between grants and loans?

5. Implementing agencies.
Mains Link:
Critically examine whether MPLADS has helped in
bridging the gaps in provisioning of public services?
Link:
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=G2P8RDS17.1&imageview=0

Public Accounts Committee:
Context:
The Public Accounts Committee, headed by Congress leader Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury, is going on a four-day
tour of Srinagar, Kargil, Leh and Drass.
What's the issue?
The committee visit is in connection with a 2019 report of the Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG) on “high
altitude clothing, equipment, ration and housing” for the Army personnel.
● The CAG report had pointed out delays in the procurement of high altitude clothing and equipment
items of up to four years, leading to acute shortage of essential clothing and equipment.
About PAC:
1. The PAC is formed every year with a strength of not more than 22 members of which 15 are from Lok
Sabha and 7 from Rajya Sabha.
2. The term of office of the members is one year.
3. The Chairman is appointed by the Speaker of Lok Sabha. Since 1967, the chairman of the committee is
selected from the opposition.
4. Its chief function is to examine the audit report of Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG) after it is
laid in the Parliament.
Limitations of the Public Accounts Committee:
1. Broadly, it cannot intervene in the questions of policy.
2. It can keep a tab on the expenses only after they are incurred. It has no power to limit expenses.
3. It cannot intervene in matters of day-to-day administration.
4. Any recommendation that the committee makes is only advisory. They can be ignored by the
ministries.
5. It is not vested with the power of disallowance of expenditures by the departments.
6. Being only an executive body; it cannot issue an order. Only the Parliament can take a final decision on
its findings.
Insta Curious: Did you know that the Committee on Public Accounts was first set up in 1921 in the wake of the
Montague-Chelmsford Reforms? Reference:
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. Difference between Parliamentary vs
Cabinet committees.
2. Standing vs select vs finance committees.

3. Who appoints chairperson and members of
these committees?
4. Committees exclusive to only Lok Sabha.
5. Committees where the Speaker is the
chairperson.

Mains Link: What are Parliamentary Standing committees? Why are they necessary? Discuss their roles and
functions to bring out their significance.
Link: https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GOI8RLUBF.1&imageview=0.
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What/who is a whip?
Context:
Congress has appointed MPs Syed Naseer Hussain and Chhaya Verma as Rajya Sabha whips.
● The party now has the same number of whips and chief whips in the Upper House as in the Lok Sabha.
What is a whip?
A whip is an official of a political party who acts as the party’s ‘enforcer’ inside the legislative assembly or
house of parliament.
● Parties appoint a senior member from among their House contingents to issue whips — this member is
called a Chief Whip, and he/she is assisted by additional Whips.
● India inherited the concept of the whip from the British parliamentary system.
(Note: A whip in parliamentary parlance is also a written order that party members be present for an important
vote, or that they vote only in a particular way.)
Role of whips:
They try to ensure that their fellow political party legislators attend voting sessions and vote according to their
party’s official policy.
What happens if a whip is disobeyed?
A legislator may face disqualification proceedings if she/he disobeys the whip of the party unless the number of
lawmakers defying the whip is 2/3rds of the party’s strength in the house. Disqualification is decided by the
Speaker of the house.
Limitations of whip:
There are some cases such as Presidential elections where whips cannot direct a Member of Parliament (MP)
or Member of Legislative Assembly (MLA) to vote in a particular fashion.
Insta Curious: Did you know that there are three types of whips or instructions issued by the party? They are,
One-line whip, two-line and three line whips. How are they different? Reference:
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. 10th schedule of the Indian constitution is
related to?
2. What is a whip?
3. Who is a chief whip?

4. Overview of Supreme Court judgment in
Kihoto Hollohan case of 1992.
5. What happens if a whip is disobeyed?
6. Limitations of whip.
7. Types of whips.

Mains Link: What is a whip? Discuss the roles and functions that a chief whip would play when a government
faces no-confidence motion in the lower house?
Link: https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GEH8S7IO4.1&imageview=0.

Termination of a Session of Parliament:
Context:
The Lok Sabha was adjourned Sine Die two days ahead of its scheduled date of August 13, as the Opposition
protested over the Pegasus snooping controversy, farm laws and other issues.
Performance/outcomes of the latest session:
1. Zero Hour — time allotted to individuals members to raise important issues — was most affected and
Question Hour, too, witnessed disruptions on most of the days.
2. The House managed to pass 20 Bills, mostly without debate or participation from the Opposition.
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Termination of Session:
A sitting of Parliament can be terminated by adjournment or adjournment sine die or prorogation or
dissolution (in the case of the Lok Sabha).
Adjournment: It suspends the work in a sitting for a specified time, which may be hours, days or weeks.
Adjournment sine die: It means terminating a sitting of Parliament for an indefinite period.
In other words, when the House is adjourned without naming a day for reassembly.
● The power of adjournment as well as adjournment sine die lies with the presiding officer (Speaker or
Chairman) of the House.
Prorogation: The President issues a notification for prorogation of the session after the business of a session is
completed and the presiding officer declares the House adjourned sine die. The President can also prorogue
the House while in session.
Dissolution: Only the Lok Sabha is subject to dissolution. Rajya Sabha, being a permanent House, is not subject
to dissolution.
● A dissolution ends the life of the existing House, and a new House is constituted after general elections
are held.
● The President is empowered to dissolve the Lok Sabha.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. Who summons the Houses of Parliament.
2. Powers of President vs Powers of
Chairperson.

3. What is adjournment sine die?
4. What is dissolution of the house?
5. Why Rajya Sabha cannot be dissolved?

Mains Link: What needs to be done to increase the productivity of both the houses of Parliament? Discuss.
Link: https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GEH8S7IPM.1&imageview=0.

Topics: Salient features of the Representation of People’s Act.

Criminalisation of politics
Context:
The Supreme Court has warned the Parliament about the advent of criminals in politics and also imposed fines
on major political parties for covering up from voters the criminal past of the candidates they fielded in the
Bihar Assembly poll last year.
What had the Court said in its February 2020 judgement?
The Supreme Court had directed political parties to publish the criminal history, if any, of their election
candidates on the homepage of their websites under the caption ‘Candidates with criminal antecedents’ within
48 hours of their selection.
What next?
In a series of directions to make the right of information of a voter “more effective and meaningful”, the court
has ordered:
● The Election Commission of India launched a dedicated mobile app for voters to get details of the
criminal history of the candidates at the touch of a button.
● The Commission to form a separate cell to monitor political parties on their compliance with the
court’s judgment.
According to a September 2020 report filed by the apex court’s amicus curiae:
1. There are a total 4,442 cases pending against legislators across the country. Of this, the number of
cases against sitting Members of Parliament and members of State legislatures was 2,556.
2. The cases were pending in various special courts exclusively set up to try criminal cases registered
against politicians.
3. The cases against the legislators include that of corruption, money laundering, damage to public
property, defamation and cheating.
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4. A large number of cases were for violation of Section 188 IPC for wilful disobedience and obstruction of
orders promulgated by public servants.
5. There are 413 cases in respect of offences, which are punishable with imprisonment for life, out of
which in 174 cases sitting MPs/ MLAs are accused.
6. A large number of cases were pending at the appearance stage and even non-bailable warrants (NBWs)
issued by courts have not been executed.
7. Highest number of cases are pending in Uttar Pradesh.
What does the RPA say on this?
Currently, under the Representation of Peoples (RP) Act, lawmakers cannot contest elections only after their
conviction in a criminal case.
Section 8 of the Representation of the People (RP) Act, 1951 disqualifies a person convicted with a sentence
of two years or more from contesting elections. But those under trial continued to be eligible to contest
elections.
Main reasons for Criminalization:
1. Corruption
2. Vote bank.
3. Lack of governance.
What is the way out?
1. Political parties should themselves refuse tickets to the tainted.
2. The RP Act should be amended to debar persons against whom cases of a heinous nature are pending
from contesting elections.
3. Fast-track courtsshould decide the cases of tainted legislators quickly.
4. Bring greater transparency in campaign financing.
5. The Election Commission of India (ECI) should have the power to audit the financial accounts of
political parties.
InstaCurious: (Relations to Elections) Think! If you are a registered voter in Delhi, can you contest an election to
Lok Sabha from Assam, Lakshadweep and Sikkim constituencies? check
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. Section 8 of the RP Act.
2. SC guidelines in this regard.

3. ECI- composition and functions.
4. CEC- appointment.
5. Powers of Election Commission on matters
related to election of candidates.

Mains Link: Discuss the concerns associated criminalisation of politics and what the Supreme Court done to
address these concerns?
Link: https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GUB8S7K3G.1&imageview=0.

Topics: Appointment to various Constitutional posts, powers, functions and responsibilities
of various Constitutional Bodies.

Governor’s pardon power overrides 433A: SC:
Context:
The Supreme Court has observed that the power of the Governor under Article 161 of the Constitution to
commute sentence or to pardon will override the restrictions imposed under Section 433-A of the Criminal
Procedure Code.
What's the case?
The Court was considering the feasibility of remission policies in Haryana. It was considering whether a state
can frame policy to release a life-term convict prematurely before completing at least 14 years in jail or the
government has to strictly go by Section 433 A of CrPC which specifies that remission cannot be granted till
he/she has served at least 14 years in jail?
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What is Haryana Policy?
Haryana policy stated that those convicts who stood convicted for a life sentence and are above the age of 75
years (in case of male convicts) and have completed 8 years of the actual sentence are entitled to be conferred
the benefit of remission.
Observations made by the Court:
1. Even if the prisoner has not undergone 14 years or more of actual imprisonment, the Governor has a
power to grant pardons, reprieves, respites and remissions of punishment or to suspend, remit or
commute the sentence of any person.
2. However, the power conferred on the Governor should be exercised on the aid and advice of the State.
The advice of the appropriate Government binds the Head of the State.
3. The action of commutation and release can thus be pursuant to a governmental decision and the order
may be issued even without the Governor’s approval. However, under the Rules of Business and as a
matter of constitutional courtesy, it may seek approval of the Governor, if such release is under Article
161 of the Constitution.
Pardoning Powers of Governor:
Article 161 deals with the Pardoning Power of the Governor.
● The Governor can grant pardons, reprieves, respites and remissions of punishments or suspend, remit
and commute the sentence of any person convicted of any offence against any law relating to a matter
to which the executive power of the state extends.
Difference Between Pardoning Powers of President and Governor:
The scope of the pardoning power of the President under Article 72 is wider than the pardoning power of the
Governor under Article 161 which differs in the following two ways:
1. Court Martial: The power of the President to grant pardon extends in cases where the punishment or
sentence is by a Court Martial but Article 161 does not provide any such power to the Governor.
2. Death sentence: The President can grant pardon in all cases where the sentence given is the sentence
of death but the pardoning power of the Governor does not extend to death sentence cases.
CrPC Section 433A:
It deals with a restriction on powers of remission or Commutation in certain cases.
● It says "Notwithstanding anything contained in section 432, where a sentence of imprisonment for life
is imposed on conviction of a person for an offence for which death is one of the punishments provided
by law, or where a sentence of death imposed on a person has been commuted under section 433 into
one of imprisonment for life, such person shall not be released from prison unless he had served at
least fourteen years of imprisonment".
Insta Curious: The Governor of a state can, however, act at his discretion in some events. Which are those?
Reference:
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
● A detailed overview of Pardoning powers of
Governor vs President.
● Constitutional provisions related.
● Appeals against those decisions.

●
●

Can the Courts intervene in such matters?
Role of Cabinet in such matters.

Mains Link: Present a detailed comparison of
pardoning powers of president and Governor in
India.

Link: https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GEI8RAEST.1&imageview=0

Suspension of MPs for disorderly conduct:
Context:
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Six Trinamool Congress MPs were ordered to leave the Rajya Sabha for rest of the day by the Rajya Sabha
Chairman over "grossly disorderly" conduct, after they entered the well of the house and displayed placards
while protesting over the Pegasus scandal.
Rule 255 of the General Rules of Procedure of the Rajya Sabha:
The Chairman invoked rule 255 to suspend them.
● Under Rule 255 (‘Withdrawal of member’) of the General Rules of Procedure of the Rajya Sabha,
“The Chairman may direct any member whose conduct is in his opinion grossly disorderly to withdraw
immediately from the Council and any member so ordered to withdraw shall do so forthwith and shall
absent himself during the remainder of the day’s meeting.”
How is suspension under Rule 255 different from Suspension under Rule 256?
Rule 256 provides for ‘Suspension of Member’; whereas Rule 255 provides for lesser punishment.
● Under Rule 256, “the Chairman may, if he deems it necessary, suspend a member from the service of
the Council for a period not exceeding the remainder of the Session.
Differences in powers of Speaker and Chairman of Rajya Sabha:
● Like the Speaker in Lok Sabha, the Chairman of Rajya Sabha is empowered under Rule Number 255 of
its Rule Book to “direct any Member whose conduct is in his opinion grossly disorderly to withdraw
immediately” from the House.
● Unlike the Speaker, however, the Rajya Sabha Chairman does not have the power to suspend a
Member.
Procedure to be followed for suspension of Rajya Sabha MPs:
1. The Chairman may “name a Member who disregards the authority of the Chair or abuses the rules of
the Council by persistently and wilfully obstructing” business.
2. In such a situation, the House may adopt a motion suspending the Member from the service of the
House for a period not exceeding the remainder of the session.
3. The House may, however, by another motion, terminate the suspension.
Efforts to bring order in the House:
As Chairman of Rajya Sabha, Vice-President Ansari had attempted several steps to bring order to the House. In
2013, he mooted a number of radical solutions to maintain decorum. This included:
1. Naming and shaming MPs in the Rajya Sabha bulletin for stepping outside House rules.
2. Those named were to include members who came into the Well, or indulged in other grossly disorderly
behaviour.
3. The telecast of proceedings to be deferred to prevent visuals of disorder from being made public.
How can suspension of MPs be justified? Isn’t this an extreme step to take in order to curb unruly behaviour?
The solution to unruly behaviour has to be long-term and consistent with democratic values.
● There can be no question that the enforcement of the supreme authority of the Presiding Officer is
essential for smooth conduct of proceedings.
● However, a balance has to be struck. It must be remembered that the job of the Presiding Officer is to
run the House, not to lord over it.
Insta Curious: Though rules with regard to Suspension of MPs are similar in Rajya Sabha and Lok Sabha, there
are, however, a few changes. In Lok Sabha, under Rule 374A, there is a provision for “automatic suspension” of
an errant member. When can this provision be invoked? Reference:
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. Power to suspend MPs vs powers to revoke
suspension.

www.insightsonindia.com

2. Difference in procedures followed by Lok
Sabha and Rajya Sabha in this regard.
3. Appeals with regard to election of MPs.
4. Rules in this regard.

41

InsightsIAS

Mains Link: The solution to unruly behaviour of MPs in Parliament has to be long-term and consistent with
democratic values. Comment.
Link: https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehindu.com/news/national/suspended-trinamool-mps-try-toenter-rajya-sabha/article35730105.ece/amp/.

Supreme Court Collegium:
Context:
The Supreme Court Collegium has recommended to the government nine names for appointment as judges in
the court, and in the process, scripted history by naming Karnataka High Court judge B.V. Nagarathna, who may
become India’s first woman CJI a few years from now.
Key Recommendations:
1. The Collegium has for the first time, in one single resolution, recommended three women judges. It
has thus sent a strong signal in favour of the representation of women in the highest judiciary.
2. It has also continued the recent trend of recommending direct appointments from the Supreme Court
Bar to the Bench of the court.
3. It has also recommended six judicial officers and a judicial member of the Income Tax Appellate
Tribunal for appointment as judges of the Telangana High Court.
Who appoints judges to the SC?
In exercise of the powers conferred by clause (2) of Article 124 of the Constitution of India, the appointments
are made by the President of India.
● The names are recommended by the Collegium.
Eligibility to become a Supreme Court judge:
The norms relating to the eligibility has been envisaged in the Article 124 of the Indian Constitution.
1. To become a judge of the Supreme court, an individual should be an Indian citizen.
2. In terms of age, a person should not exceed 65 years of age.
3. The person should serve as a judge of one high court or more (continuously), for at least five years or
the person should be an advocate in the High court for at least 10 years or a distinguished jurist.
Is the collegium’s recommendation final and binding?
The collegium sends its final recommendation to the President of India for approval. The President can either
accept it or reject it. In the case it is rejected, the recommendation comes back to the collegium. If the
collegium reiterates its recommendation to the President, then he/she is bound by that recommendation.
Common criticism made against the Collegium system:
● Opaqueness and a lack of transparency.
● Scope for nepotism.
● Embroilment in public controversies.
● Overlooks several talented junior judges and
advocates.
Reforms needed:
1. A transparent and participatory procedure, preferably
by an independent broad-based constitutional body
guaranteeing judicial primacy but not judicial
exclusivity.
2. It should ensure independence, reflect diversity,
demonstrate professional competence and integrity.
3. Instead of selecting the number of judges required against a certain number of vacancies, the
collegium must provide a panel of possible names to the President to appointment in order of
preference and other valid criteria.
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Insta Curious: Did you know how the Selection and appointment of Judges across the world is? Read Briefly
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. What is Collegium System?
2. How SC judges are appointed and
removed?
3. How HC judges are appointed and
removed?

4. Constitutional provisions in this regard.
Mains Link:
Write a note on National Judicial Appointments
Commission.

Link: https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=G2E8T16TG.1&imageview=0.

What is the procedure to arrest a cabinet minister in India?
Context:
Union minister Narayan Rane was arrested after his statement against Maharashtra Chief Minister Uddhav
Thackeray.
So, what is the procedure of arresting a Union minister?
A Union minister or a Member of Parliament enjoys certain privileges but most of them are available when
Parliament is in session.
If Parliament is not in session, police or other law enforcement agencies may arrest a Union cabinet minister in
a criminal case.
● But, under Section 222A of the Rules of Procedures and Conduct of Business of the Rajya Sabha, the
police or a judge issuing an arrest order is required to intimate the Rajya Sabha Chairman about the
reason for and place of arrest. The Chairman gets it published in a Rajya Sabha bulletin.
Is there any protection available to Union ministers?
A Union minister or an MP enjoys protection from arrest 40 days before the start of a Parliament session,
during its sittings and 40 days after its conclusion.
So, under Section 135 of the Code of Civil Procedure, Narayan Rane has the protection from arrest in a civil
case as Parliament’s Monsoon Session ended earlier this month.
● However, his arrest came in a criminal case. And, the protection from arrest does not cover criminal
offences or preventive detention.
Insta Curious:
Did you know that arrests cannot be made on the floors or premises of either House of the Parliament unless
express permission from the presiding authority of the House — the speaker of Lok Sabha or the chairman of
the Rajya Sabha? Reference: read this.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. About Collective Responsibility.
2. Union Ministers- appointment and
removal.
3. Privileges.
4. Breach of privileges.
5. Procedure for arrests.

Mains Link:
Discuss about the Parliamentary Privileges available
to Union Cabinet Ministers.
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=GAM8TLS6N.1&imageview=0.

Topics: Statutory, regulatory and various quasi-judicial bodies.

Tribunals Reforms (Rationalisation and Conditions of Service) Bill, 2021:
Context:
The Bill was recently passed in Lok Sabha by voice vote. The Bill replaces a similar Ordinance promulgated in
April 2021.
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●

The Bill seeks to provide for uniform terms and conditions of the various members of the Tribunal and
abolish certain tribunals, as a part of its bid to rationalize the tribunals.

Background:
The proposed changes are based on the directions issued by the Supreme Court in the Madras Bar Association
case.
Key changes:
● It seeks to dissolve certain existing appellate bodies and transfer their functions to other existing
judicial bodies.
● It seeks to empower the Central Government to make rules for qualifications, appointment, term of
office, salaries and allowances, resignation, removal and other terms and conditions of service of
Members of Tribunals.
● It provides that the Chairperson and Members of the Tribunals will be appointed by the Central
Government on the recommendation of a Search-cum-Selection Committee.
● It also provides the composition of the Committee, to be headed by the Chief Justice of India or a
Judge of Supreme Court nominated by him.
● For state tribunals, there will be a separate search committee.
● The Union government has to 'preferably' decide on the recommendations of the search-cum
selection committee within 3 months of the date of the recommendation.
● Tenure: Chairperson of a Tribunal shall hold office for a term of 4 years or till he attains the age of 70
years, whichever is earlier. Other Members of a Tribunal shall hold office for a term of 4 years or till he
attains the age of 67 years, whichever is earlier.
Abolition of Appellate Tribunals:
Film Certification Appellate Tribunal, Airports Appellate Tribunal, Authority for Advanced Rulings, Intellectual
Property Appellate Board and the Plant Varieties Protection Appellate Tribunal are the five tribunals which are
sought to be abolished by the Bill and their functions are to be transferred to the existing judicial bodies.
What had the Court ruled and what are the key Issues with the Bill?
The Supreme Court in the case of Madras Bar Association v. Union of India had struck down the provisions
requiring a minimum age for appointment as chairperson or members as 50 years and prescribing the tenure of
four years.
● It held that such conditions are violative of the principles of separation of powers, independence of
judiciary, rule of law and Article 14 of the Constitution of India.
Issues:
The Bill has sought to undo the judgment of the Apex Court wrt to the following provisions:
1. The minimum age requirement of 50 years still finds a place in the Bill.
2. The tenure for the Chairperson and the members of the tribunal remains four years.
3. The recommendation of two names for each post by the Search-cum-Selection Committee and
requiring the decision to be taken by the government preferably within three months.
What are tribunals?
Tribunal is a quasi-judicial institution that is set up to deal with problems such as resolving administrative or
tax-related disputes. It performs a number of functions like adjudicating disputes, determining rights between
contesting parties, making an administrative decision, reviewing an existing administrative decision and so
forth.
Constitutional provisions:
They were not originally a part of the Constitution.
The 42nd Amendment Act introduced these provisions in accordance with the recommendations of the
Swaran Singh Committee.
The Amendment introduced Part XIV-A to the Constitution, which deals with ‘Tribunals’ and contains two
articles:
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1. Article 323A deals with Administrative Tribunals. These are quasi-judicial institutions that resolve
disputes related to the recruitment and service conditions of persons engaged in public service.
2. Article 323B deals with tribunals for other subjects such as Taxation, Industrial and labour, Foreign
exchange, import and export, Land reforms, Food, Ceiling on urban property, Elections to Parliament
and state legislatures, Rent and tenancy rights.
Insta Curious: Can states establish tribunals? What are their powers and limitations wrt the establishment of
tribunals? Reference:
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. What are tribunals?

2. Constitutional provisions in this regard.
3. Composition and functions.
4. Overview of the latest ordinance.

Mains Link: Are tribunals a panacea for judicial efficiency? Does tribunalisation of justice undermine the
principles set in our constitution? Examine.
Link: https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GEI8RAEU4.1&imageview=0.

Tribunal law Reforms
Context:
The Tribunal Reforms Act, 2021 was passed in both houses recently. The law has triggered a fresh stand-off
between the legislature and the judiciary over the powers of and limitations on law making.
Controversial provisions:
1. As per the Bill, the minimum age criterion is 50 years for appointment of advocates as members of
tribunals and the tenure is four-years.
The court found the caps arbitrary. But, the government has argued that the move will bring in a specialised
talent pool of advocates to pick from.
2. Section 3(1), Sections 3(7), 5 and 7(1) ultra-vires Articles 14, 21 and 50 of the Constitution.
Section 3 (1) bars appointments to tribunals of persons below 50 years of age. This undermines the
length/security of tenure and violates both judicial independence and the principle of separation of powers.
Section 3(7) of the impugned Act which mandates the recommendation of a panel of two names by the searchcum selection committee to the Central Government, violates the principles of separation of powers and
judicial independence.
Highlights of Tribunals Reforms (Rationalisation and Conditions of Service) Act, 2021:
● The Bill seeks to provide for uniform terms and conditions of the various members of the Tribunal and
abolish certain tribunals, as a part of its bid to rationalize the tribunals.
Key changes:
● It seeks to dissolve certain existing appellate bodies and transfer their functions to other existing
judicial bodies.
● It seeks to empower the Central Government to make rules for qualifications, appointment, term of
office, salaries and allowances, resignation, removal and other terms and conditions of service of
Members of Tribunals.
● It provides that the Chairperson and Members of the Tribunals will be appointed by the Central
Government on the recommendation of a Search-cum-Selection Committee.
● It also provides the composition of the Committee, to be headed by the Chief Justice of India or a
Judge of Supreme Court nominated by him.
● For state tribunals, there will be a separate search committee.
● The Union government has to 'preferably' decide on the recommendations of the search-cum
selection committee within 3 months of the date of the recommendation.
● Tenure: Chairperson of a Tribunal shall hold office for a term of 4 years or till he attains the age of 70
years, whichever is earlier. Other Members of a Tribunal shall hold office for a term of 4 years or till he
attains the age of 67 years, whichever is earlier.
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Abolition of Appellate Tribunals:
Film Certification Appellate Tribunal, Airports Appellate Tribunal, Authority for Advanced Rulings, Intellectual
Property Appellate Board and the Plant Varieties Protection Appellate Tribunal are the five tribunals which are
sought to be abolished by the Bill and their functions are to be transferred to the existing judicial bodies.
What had the Court ruled and what are the key Issues with the Bill?
The Supreme Court in the case of Madras Bar Association v. Union of India had struck down the provisions
requiring a minimum age for appointment as chairperson or members as 50 years and prescribing the tenure of
four years.
● It held that such conditions are violative of the principles of separation of powers, independence of
judiciary, rule of law and Article 14 of the Constitution of India.
Issues:
The Bill has sought to undo the judgment of the Apex Court wrt to the following provisions:
1. The minimum age requirement of 50 years still finds a place in the Bill.
2. The tenure for the Chairperson and the members of the tribunal remains four years.
3. The recommendation of two names for each post by the Search-cum-Selection Committee and
requiring the decision to be taken by the government preferably within three months.
Insta Curious: Do you know the differences between Tribunals and Courts? Reference: read this.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. What are tribunals?

2. Constitutional provisions in this regard.
3. Composition and functions.
4. Overview of the latest ordinance.

Mains Link: Are tribunals a panacea for judicial efficiency? Does tribunalisation of justice undermine the
principles set in our constitution? Examine.
Link: https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GIB8SQ48N.1&imageview=0.

Topics: Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and issues
arising out of their design and implementation.

The Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Amendment Bill,
2021:
Context:
The Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Amendment Bill, 2021, which seeks to amend the
Juvenile Justice Act, 2015, was recently passed in Rajya Sabha.
As per the amendments:
1. The District Magistrates have been further empowered under the Act to ensure its smooth
implementation, as well as garner synergized efforts in favour of children in distress conditions.
2. It means that DMs and ADMs will monitor the functioning of various agencies under the JJ Act in
every district- including the Child Welfare Committees, the Juvenile Justice Boards, the District Child
Protection Units and the Special Juvenile Protection Units.
3. The DM will also carry out background checks of CWC members, who are usually social welfare
activists, including educational qualifications, as there is no such provision currently.
4. The DMs are also to check possible criminal backgrounds to ensure that no cases of child abuse or child
sexual abuse are found against any member before they are appointed.
5. The CWCs are also to report regularly to the DMs on their activities in the districts.
6. Serious offences will also include offences for which maximum punishment is imprisonment of more
than seven years, and minimum punishment is not prescribed or is less than seven years.
7. Instead of the court, the District Magistrate (including Additional District Magistrate) will now issue
adoption orders.
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Significance:
● The changes give increased powers and responsibilities to District Magistrates.
● This has increased protection of children at the district level, with checks and balances in place, and will
also speed up the adoption processes in the country.
What is the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2015?
The Act was introduced and passed in Parliament in 2015 to replace the Juvenile Delinquency Law and the
Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children Act) 2000.
● It allowed the trial of juveniles in conflict with law in the age group of 16-18 years as adults, in cases
where the crimes were to be determined.
● The nature of the crime, and whether the juvenile should be tried as a minor or a child, was to be
determined by a Juvenile Justice Board.
● It received impetus after the 2012 Delhi gangrape in which one of the accused was just short of 18
years, and was therefore tried as a juvenile.
● The Act streamlined adoption procedures for orphans, abandoned and surrendered children and the
existing Central Adoption Resource Authority (CARA) has been given the status of a statutory body to
enable it to perform its function more effectively.
Insta Curious: Do you know about “The Beijing Rules”? Read Here (Know only in brief)
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. About CARA.
2. About Juvenile Justice Boards.
3. Provisions of the 2015 Juvenile Justice Act.
4. Recent Amendments.

5. What are Child Welfare Committee?
Mains Link:
Discuss the need for reforms in Juvenile Justice Act
of 2015.

Who is a Bhumiputra in Goa?
Context:
The Goa Assembly has passed the Goa Bhumiputra Adhikarini Bill, 2021.
Highlights of the Bill:
1. It recognises anyone living in the state for 30 years or more as a ‘Bhumiputra (son of the soil)’ and
gives such a person the right to own his or her ‘small dwelling unit’ if ownership was undetermined
so far.
2. Once recognised as a Bhumiputra, an individual can stake claim to ownership of their house of not
more than 250 sq m, built before April 1, 2019.
Implementation:
1. The Bill provides for the constitution of the Bhumiputra Adhikarini — a committee consisting of the
Deputy Collector as its Chairperson, and officials from the departments of Town and Country Planning,
Forest and Environment , and Mamlatdars of respective talukas as its members.
2. The Bhumiputra may apply to the committee if his house has been built before the cut-off date.
3. The committee will invite objections within 30 days, including from the land owner which could also be
a local body, and then take a decision of granting ownership to the Bhumiputra.
4. An appeal against the Bhumiputra Adhikarini’s decision can be filed before the Administrative Tribunal
within 30 days.
Can the courts intervene?
No court shall have jurisdiction “to entertain, decide or deal with any question which is to be decided by the
Bhumiputra Adhikarini and Administrative Tribunal under this Act”.
Need for these measures:
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In the last so many years there have been cases of homes built by a person or his parents but the land is not in
his name. There is always a sword dangling over their head that someone will file a case against them (over
ownership).
● Therefore, the objective of the Bill is to give ownership right to the self-occupied dweller of a small
housing unit to enable him to live with dignity and self-respect and exercise his right to life.
Concerns:
The biggest concern is that the bill may give rise to regularisation of illegal structures. This might also open the
floodgates for the migrant population that has been staying in densely populated areas in Goa and has no
legality.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. Overview of the Bill.
2. Eligibility.

3. Implementation.
4. Benefits.
Mains Link: Discuss the significance of the Bill.

Link: https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/who-is-a-bhumiputra-in-goa-and-why-is-oppositionobjecting-to-new-law-7433764/lite/.

Essential Defence Services Bill, 2021:
Context:
The Bill was recently passed by the Lok Sabha.
● The Bill aims to prevent the staff of the government-owned ordnance factories from going on a strike.
Highlights of the Bill:
1. It is meant to “provide for the maintenance of essential defence services.
2. The Bill defines Essential Defence Services: It includes any service in any establishment or undertaking
dealing with production of goods or equipment required for defence related purposes or any
establishment of the armed forces or connected with them or defence.
3. The Bill also empowers the government to declare services mentioned in it as essential defence
services.
4. It prohibits strike and lockouts in “any industrial establishment or unit engaged in essential defence
services”.
5. The Bill amends the Industrial Disputes Act, 1947 to include essential defence services under public
utility services.
6. Besides, the bill has also defined strikes and punishments for violations.
Why was this bill necessary?
In June the government announced the corporatisation of the Ordnance Factory Board.
● The government has claimed that the move is aimed at improving the efficiency and accountability of
these factories.
● However, fearing job loss, many federations announced the launch of indefinite strikes.
● This was countered by the Essential Defence Services Ordinance which was promulgated on June 30.
The Bill will replace this ordinance.
Who will it affect?
It has a direct bearing on around 70,000 employees of the 41 ordnance factories around the country, who are
unhappy with the corporatisation of OFB, fearing that it will impact their service and retirement conditions.
Why does OFB and its production matter?
The ordnance factories form an integrated base for indigenous production of defence hardware and
equipment, with the primary objective of self reliance in equipping the armed forces with state of the art
battlefield equipment.
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●

Therefore, there is a need to provide for the maintenance of essential defence services so as to secure
the security of nation and the life and property of public at large and for matters connected therewith
or incidental thereto.

Insta Curious: Did you know that the right to strike is a statutory right in India guaranteed under Section
22(1)(a) of the Industrial Disputes Act, 1957? Also, it flows from a fundamental right in the Constitution? Which
is that? Reference: read this.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. What is OFB?
2. Highlights of the Bill.
3. Powers of Centre under the Bill.

Mains Link:
Discuss the concerns associated with the
corporatisation of OFB.

The Limited Liability Partnership (Amendment) Bill 2021:
Context:
The Bill was recently passed by Rajya Sabha. The Bill amends the Limited Liability Partnership (LLP) Act, 2008.
Basic objectives, key Provisions and focus of the Bill:
1. The aim is to facilitate the Ease of Doing Business and encourage startups across the country.
2. The current law has 24 penal provisions, 21 compoundable offences and 3 non-compoundable ones.
The bill seeks to decriminalise 12 of these offences.
3. Adjudicating Officers: Under the Bill, the central government may appoint adjudicating officers for
awarding penalties under the Act. These will be central government officers not below the rank of
Registrar. Appeals against orders of the Adjudicating Officers will lie with the Regional Director.
4. Special courts: The Bill allows the central government to establish special courts for ensuring speedy
trial of offences under the Act.
5. Appeals to Appellate Tribunal: Under the Act, appeals against orders of the NCLT lie with the National
Company Law Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT). The Bill adds that appeals cannot be made against an order
that has been passed with the consent of the parties. Appeals must be filed within 60 days (extendable
by another 60 days) of the order.
6. The Bill provides for formation of a small LLP where: (i) the contribution from partners is up to Rs 25
lakh (may be increased up to five crore rupees), (ii) turnover for the preceding financial year is up to Rs
40 lakh (may be increased up to Rs 50 crore).
7. Start-up LLPs: The central government may also notify certain LLPs as start-up LLPs.
8. Standards of accounting: The central government may prescribe the standards of accounting and
auditing for classes of LLPs, in consultation with the National Financial Reporting Authority.
What is an LLP?
A Limited Liability Partnership (LLP) is a partnership in which some or all partners have limited liability. It
therefore exhibits elements of partnerships and corporations. In an LLP, one partner is not responsible or
liable for another partner’s misconduct or negligence.
Salient features of an LLP:
● An LLP is a body corporate and legal entity separate from its partners. It has perpetual succession.
● Being the separate legislation (i.e. LLP Act, 2008), the provisions of Indian Partnership Act, 1932 are not
applicable to an LLP and it is regulated by the contractual agreement between the partners.
● Every Limited Liability Partnership shall use the words “Limited Liability Partnership” or its acronym
“LLP” as the last words of its name.
Composition:
Every LLP shall have at least two designated partners being individuals, at least one of them being resident in
India and all the partners shall be the agent of the Limited Liability Partnership but not of other partners.
Need for and significance LLP:
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●

●
●

LLP format is an alternative corporate business vehicle that provides the benefits of limited liability of
a company but allows its members the flexibility of organizing their internal management on the
basis of a mutually arrived agreement, as is the case in a partnership firm.
This format would be quite useful for small and medium enterprises in general and for the enterprises
in the services sector in particular.
Internationally, LLPs are the preferred vehicle of business particularly for service industry or for
activities involving professionals.

Insta Curious: Do you know about the Company Law Committee (CLC), setup by the Corporate Affairs Ministry
(MCA)? What are its objectives? Reference:
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. Difference between LLP and companies.
2. Difference between LP and LLP.
3. What is a body corporate?

4. Roles and functions of LLP partners.
Mains Link: Write a note on limited liability
partnerships.

Link: https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=G2P8RDRJP.1&imageview=0.

Mekedatu issue:
Context:
Tamil Nadu has protested against Karnataka's move to build a reservoir on river Cauvery at Mekedatu.
However, the Karnataka Government has asserted that there is no "compromise" on the Mekedatu project
and the state wants to undertake the project.
What's the way out then?
Meanwhile, the Centre has said the project required the approval of the Cauvery Water Management
Authority's (CWMA).
● The Detail Project Report (DPR) sent by Karnataka was tabled in the CWMA several times for approval,
but the discussion on this issue could not take place due to a lack of consensus among party states
Karnataka and Tamil Nadu.
Also, as per the Cauvery Water Dispute Tribunal's final award, which was modified by the Supreme Court,
acceptance of CWMA would be a prerequisite for consideration of the DPR by the Jal Shakti Ministry.
Since the project was proposed across an inter-state river, it required approval of lower riparian state(s) as per
the interstate water dispute act.
About the Project:
● Mekedatu is a multipurpose
(drinking and power) project.
● It involves building a balancing
reservoir, near Kanakapura in
Ramanagara district in Karnataka.
● The project once completed is
aimed at ensuring drinking water
to Bengaluru and neighboring
areas (4.75 TMC) and also can
generate 400 MW power.
● The estimated cost of the project is
Rs 9,000 crore.
Why Tamil Nadu is against this project?
1. It says, the CWDT and the SC have
found that the existing storage facilities available in the Cauvery basin were adequate for storing and
distributing water so Karnataka’s proposal is ex-facie (on the face of it) untenable and should be
rejected outright.
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2. It has also held that the reservoir is not just for drinking water alone, but to increase the extent of
irrigation, which is in clear violation of the Cauvery Water Disputes Award.
Award by the tribunal and the Supreme Court:
The tribunal was set up in 1990 and made its final award in 2007, granting 419 tmcft of water to Tamil Nadu,
270 tmcft to Karnataka, 30 tmcft to Kerala and 7 tmcft to Puducherry. The tribunal ordered that in rain-scarcity
years, the allocation for all would stand reduced.
However, both Tamil Nadu and Karnataka expressed unhappiness over the allocation and there were protests
and violence in both states over water-sharing. That saw the Supreme Court take up the matter and, in a 2018
judgment, it apportioned 14.75 tmcft from Tamil Nadu’s earlier share to Karnataka.
● The new allocation thus stood at 404.25 tmcft for Tamil Nadu while Karnataka’s share went up to
284.75 tmcft. The share for Kerala and Puducherry remained unchanged.
Insta Curious: Do you know about the Cauvery Management Scheme? What are the components of the
scheme? Reference:
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. Tributaries of Cauvery.
2. Basin states.
3. Important falls and dams across the river.

4. Where is Mekedatu?
5. What is the project related to?
6. Beneficiaries of the project.
Mains Link: Write a note on the Mekedatu project.

Link: https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GP68RI987.1&imageview=0.

Centre moves bill in House to stop retrospective tax:
Context:
The government has introduced the Taxation Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2021 in Lok Sabha.
The Bill aims to:
1. Amend the Income Tax Act, 1961, and the Finance Act, 2012.
2. Prevent the income tax department from raising tax demands retrospectively.
Implications:
1. Now, no tax demand shall be raised in future on the basis of the said retrospective amendment for
any indirect transfer of Indian assets if the transaction was undertaken before 28th May, 2012 (i.e., the
date on which the Finance Bill, 2012, received the assent of the President).
2. The demand raised for indirect transfer of Indian assets made before 28th May, 2012 shall be nullified
on fulfilment of specified conditions.
3. It is also proposed to refund the amount paid in these cases without any interest thereon.
Eligibility:
To be eligible, the concerned taxpayers would have to drop all pending cases against the government and
promise not to make any demands for damages or costs.
What's the issue? When was the retrospective tax introduced? What were its implications?
1. The retrospective tax law was introduced through the Finance Act, 2012 after Vodafone won a case in
the Supreme Court against the I-T department’s demand of ₹11,000 crore in tax dues.
2. This law became necessary after the Supreme Court, in 2012, ruled that gains arising from indirect
transfer of Indian assets were not taxable under existing laws.
3. The retrospective tax provisions were also applied to Cairn, when it was exiting from Cairn India Ltd in
January 2014. The initial demand was for ₹10,570 crore.
Significance of the move:
● The move attempts to end long-pending disputes with foreign firms such as Vodafone Plc.
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●

The move is also investor-friendly, and also brings to an end messy litigation and arbitration, especially
with Cairn, which has seen the company staking claim to India’s overseas assets.

What is retrospective taxation?
● It allows a country to pass a rule on taxing certain products, items or services and deals and charge
companies from a time behind the date on which the law is passed.
● Countries use this route to correct any anomalies in their taxation policies that have, in the past,
allowed companies to take advantage of such loopholes.
● Retrospective Taxation hurts companies that had knowingly or unknowingly interpreted the tax rules
differently.
Insta Curious: Do you know what Flat Tax is? Read Here
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. PCA- composition, functions and members.
2. Are PCA rulings binding on parties.

3. Clause 9 of the Bilateral Investment Treaty
(BIT) signed between India and the
Netherlands in 1995.
4. What is retrospective taxation?
5. Overview of UNCITRAL.

Mains Link: Discuss the functions and significance of PCA.
Link: https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GTJ8RHLBJ.1&imageview=0

The new Information Technology (IT) Rules
Context:
Twitter has appointed a permanent Chief Compliance Officer (CCO), a Resident Grievance Officer (RGO) and a
Nodal Contact Person in compliance with the new Information Technology (IT) Rules.
What's the issue?
The Supreme Court had recently expressed reservations over Twitter changing the status of the CCO
appointment from “interim” to “contingent” in its affidavit.
● The IT rules mandated the appointment of a senior employee as CCO, but Twitter had appointed a
“contingent worker” through a third party contractor. This was opposed by the Centre.
What the rules say?
Twitter Inc is admittedly an 'intermediary' within the meaning of Section 2(1)(w) of IT Act, 2000, and an SSMI
(Significant Social Media Intermediary) under the IT Rules 2021.
● SSMIs are required to appoint a chief compliance officer, a nodal officer, and a grievance officer -- all
whom are required to be residents of India, according to the IT rules.
What happens in case of non compliance?
● Any non-compliance amounts to breach of provisions of IT Rules, leading to Twitter losing its immunity
as an "intermediary".
● A loss of its intermediary status, which provides its immunity from liabilities over any third-party
data hosted by it, makes it liable for criminal action in case of complaints.
Background:
On February 25, the Centre framed the Information Technology (Intermediary Guidelines and Digital Media
Ethics Code) Rules 2021, in the exercise of powers under section 87 (2) of the Information Technology Act,
2000 and in supersession of the earlier Information Technology (Intermediary Guidelines) Rules 2011, which
will come into effect from May 26.
Overview of the new rules:
1. It mandates a grievance redressal system for over the top (OTT) and digital portals in the country. This
is necessary for the users of social media to raise their grievance against the misuse of social media.
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2. Significant social media firms have to appoint a chief compliance officer and have a nodal contact
person who can be in touch with law enforcement agencies 24/7.
3. A grievance officer: Social media platforms will also have to name a grievance officer who shall
register the grievance within 24 hours and dispose of it in 15 days.
4. Removal of content: If there are complaints against the dignity of users, particularly women - about
exposed private parts of individuals or nudity or sexual act or impersonation etc - social media
platforms will be required to remove that within 24 hours after a complaint is made.
5. A monthly report: They also will have to publish a monthly report about the number of complaints
received and the status of redressal.
6. There will be three levels of regulation for news publishers -- self-regulation, a self-regulatory body,
headed by a retired judge or an eminent person, and oversight from the Information and Broadcasting
Ministry, including codes of practices and a grievance committee.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. Overview of the new rules.
2. Who are intermediaries as per the
definition?

3. What is safe harbour protection?
4. Grievance redressal mechanism as
provided under the new rules.

Mains Link: What are the concerns being raised against the new IT rules? Discuss ways to address these
concerns.
Link: https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GOI8RLUBP.1&imageview=0.

Delhi HC says Adoption not limited by religion:
Context:
The Delhi High Court has ruled that a person interested in adopting a child was not limited by his or her
religion, if adoption was sought under the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act.
What's the case?
The court was hearing a case where Christian couple had adopted a child under the Hindu law.
● The court has said that Christian and Muslim couples could not adopt a Hindu child under the Hindu
Adoptions and Maintenance Act (HAMA).
● However, since the child was being well taken care of by the foster parents and their family and the
court said there is no cause to remove the child from their charge and custody.
● Also no legal issues could arise in future since the Child has been adopted as per the Hindu adoption
ceremony known as ‘Datta Homam’.
Legal Framework Governing Adoption Laws in India:
1. In India, adoption falls under the ambit of personal laws, and due to the incidence of diverse religions
practised in our country, mainly two different laws operate.
2. Muslims, Christians, Parsis, and Jews are governed by the Guardians and Wards Act, 1890, as formal
adoption is not allowed in these religions.
3. Hindus, Sikhs, Buddhists, and Jains, on the other hand, follow the Hindu Adoption and Maintenance
Act, 1956.
4. Juvenile Justice Act also deals with adoption.
Insta Curious: Did you know about the Eligibility criteria for prospective adoptive parents?
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. About the Central Adoption Regulatory
Authority.
2. Procedure for adoption in India.
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Link: https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GPB8RSM5F.1&imageview=0.

Do we need a Central law against forced conversion?
Context:
The Vishwa Hindu Parishad has demanded a Central law against forced religious conversion.
Background:
States such as UP and MP have already brought strong laws against forced conversions. Haryana and Karnataka
had also announced intentions to enact such laws.
● But, the proponents say the recent events in the country proved that it is a pan-Indian racket and
hence requires a Central law.”
Rationale behind the enactment of anti-conversion laws:
1. Threats of forceful conversion.
2. Problem of Inducement or allurement.
3. Religious conversion is not a Fundamental Right.
What do critics say?
Such laws have come under sharp criticism from several legal scholars who had contended that the concept of
‘love jihad’ did not have any constitutional or legal basis.
● They have pointed to Article 21 of the constitution which guarantees individuals the right to marry a
person of one’s choice.
● Also, under Article 25, freedom of conscience, the practice and conversion of religion of one’s choice
including not following any religion, are also guaranteed.
Supreme Court on Marriage and Conversion:
1. The Apex Court of India in its several judgments has held that the state and the courts have no
jurisdiction over an adult’s absolute right to choose a life partner.
2. The Supreme Court of India, in both the Lily Thomas and Sarla Mudgal cases, has confirmed that
religious conversions carried out without a bona fide belief and for the sole purpose of deriving some
legal benefit do not hold water.
3. Salamat Ansari-Priyanka Kharwar case of Allahabad High Court 2020: The right to choose a partner or
live with a person of choice was part of a citizen’s fundamental right to life and liberty (Article 21).
Need of the hour:
1. There is a need for uniformity: Article 18 of the Universal Declaration on Human Rights mentions
everyone has the right to freedom of religion including changing their faith. Since it is a state subject,
the Centre can frame a model law like Model law on contract farming etc.
2. States while enacting anti-conversion laws should not put any vague or ambiguous provisions for the
person who wanted to convert of his own will.
3. The anti-conversion laws also need to include a provision to mention the valid steps for conversion by
minority community institutions.
4. People also need to be educated about the provisions and ways of Forceful conversions, Inducement
or allurement, etc.
Insta Curious: Did you know that the Special Marriage Act, 1954 (SMA) was enacted to facilitate the marriage
of couples professing different faiths? Reference:
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. About Article 21.
2. Article 25.

3. About SMA.
4. States which have passed anti-conversion
laws.

Mains Link: The right to choose a partner or live with a person of choice was part of a citizen’s fundamental
right to life and liberty. Discuss.
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Link: https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GPB8RSM5P.1&imageview=0.

What is midday meal scheme?
Context:
A national level meet was recently organised by the National Human Rights Commission to discuss the status
of various policies to ensure Right to Food and nutrition.
Following are the suggestions made by the experts at the end of the meet:
1. Extend the midday meal scheme up to Class XII.
2. Start an urban employment guarantee scheme.
3. Come up with a public distribution system (PDS) not exclusively linked to Aadhaar.
About the Mid-Day meal scheme:
The scheme guarantees one meal to all children in government and aided schools and madarsas supported
under Samagra Shiksha.
● Students up to Class VIII are guaranteed one nutritional cooked meal at least 200 days in a year.
● The Scheme comes under the Ministry of Education.
● It was launched in the year 1995 as the National Programme of Nutritional Support to Primary
Education (NP – NSPE), a centrally sponsored scheme. In 2004, the scheme was relaunched as the Mid
Day Meal Scheme.
● The Scheme is also covered by the National Food Security Act, 2013.
Objective:
Address hunger and malnutrition, increase enrolment and attendance in school, improve socialisation among
castes, provide employment at grassroot level especially to women.
The MDM rules 2015, provide that:
● The place of serving meals to the children shall be school only.
● If the Mid-Day Meal is not provided in school on any school day due to non-availability of food grains
or any other reason, the State Government shall pay food security allowance by 15th of the
succeeding month.
● The School Management Committee mandated under the Right to Free and Compulsory Education
Act, 2009 shall also monitor implementation of the Mid-day meal Scheme.
Nutritional norms:
In terms of calorie intake, as per the MDM guidelines, the children in primary
schools must be provided with at least 450 calories with 12 grams of protein
through MDM while the children in upper primary schools should get 700 calories
with 20 grams of protein, as per MHRD.
The food intake per meal by the children of primary classes, as provided by
MHRD is 100 grams of food grains, 20 grams of pulses, 50 grams of vegetables
and 5 grams of oils and fats. For the children of upper-primary schools, the
mandated breakup is 150 grams of food grains, 30 grams of pulses, 75 grams of
vegetables and 7.5 grams of oils and fats.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. Origin of MDMS.
2. When was it renamed?
3. Difference between centrally sponsored
and Central sector schemes? What kind of
scheme of the MDMS?
4. Financing under the scheme.
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5. Nutritional norms prescribed.
6. Coverage under the scheme.
7. Responsibility to pay food security
allowance under the scheme.
Mains Link: Discuss the significance of Mid-Day
Meal scheme.
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Link: https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GMT8S40SS.1&imageview=0.

Why has NCPCR recommended minority schools be brought under RTE?
Context:
The National Commission for Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR) has released a report assessing minority
schools in the country. The report has analysed the impact of exemptions provided to Minority institutions
under Article 15(5).
What is Article 15(5)?
It empowers the country to make reservations with regard to admissions into educational institutions both
privately run and those that are aided or not aided by the government. From this rule only the minority run
institutions such as the Madarsas are exempted.
Background:
Please note, Minority schools are exempted from implementing The Right to Education policy and do not fall
under the government’s Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan.
How are minority schools exempt from RTE and SSA?
1. In 2002, the 86th Amendment to the Constitution provided the Right to Education as a fundamental
right.
2. The same amendment inserted Article 21A, which made the RTE a fundamental right for children aged
between six and 14 years.
3. The passage of the amendment was followed by the launch of the Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA) that
aimed to provide “useful and relevant, elementary education’’ to all children between six and 14 years.
4. In 2006, the 93rd Constitution Amendment Act inserted Clause (5) in Article 15 which enabled the
State to create special provisions, such as reservations for advancement of any backward classes of
citizens like Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes, in all aided or unaided educational institutes,
except minority educational institutes.
Why bring them under RTE now?
The Commission is of the view that the two different sets of rules Article 21A that guarantees fundamental
right of education to all children, and Article 30 which allows minorities to set up their own institutions with
their own rules and Article 15 (5) which exempts minority schools from RTE creating a conflicting picture
between fundamental right of children and right of minority communities.
Need for their inclusion under RTE:
The Commission has observed in the report that many children who are enrolled in these institutions or schools
were not able to enjoy the entitlements that other children are enjoying.
1. For example, Missionaries school are elite cocoons. Such schools are admitting only a certain class of
students and leaving underprivileged children out of the system, thus becoming what the Commission
has called “cocoons populated by elites’’.
2. Also, students in madarasas which do not offer a secular course along with religious studies – such as
the sciences – have fallen behind and feel a sense of alienation and “inferiority’’ when they leave
school.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. NCPCR- composition and functions.
2. Powers of NCPCR under RTE Act.
3. Highlights of RTE Act.

4. Children covered under RTE.
Mains Link: Discuss the need for and significance of
RTE act.

Link: https://www.google.com/amp/s/indianexpress.com/article/explained/minority-schools-ncpcr-rte7449456/lite/.
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Vehicle scrappage policy:
Context:
Prime Minister Narendra Modi recently unveiled the National Automobile Scrappage Policy.
About the Vehicle Scrappage Policy:
1. Old vehicles will have to pass a fitness test before re-registration and as per the policy government
commercial vehicles more than 15 years old and private vehicles which are over 20 years old will be
scrapped.
2. As a disincentive, increased re-registration fees would be applicable for vehicles 15 years or older from
the initial date registration.
3. The state governments may be advised to offer a road-tax rebate of up to 25% for personal vehicles
and up to 15% for commercial vehicles to provide incentive to owners of old vehicles to scrap old and
unfit vehicles.
Significance:
● The vehicle scrapping policy is aimed at creating an eco-system for phasing out unfit and polluting
vehicles in an environmentally friendly and safe manner.
● The initiative will promote a circular economy and make the process of economic development more
sustainable and environment friendly.
● The policy will also bring in investments of around Rs 10,000 crore and create 35,000 job opportunities.
Issues with the new policy:
1. Limited incentive and poor cost economics for trucks.
2. Lack of addressable volumes for other segments.
3. The potential benefit from scrapping a 15-year-old, entry-level small car will be ₹70,000, whereas its
resale value is around ₹95,000. That makes scrapping unattractive.
Need of the hour:
With this background, for the scrappage policy to be seamlessly implemented, we should have a
comprehensive plan in terms of removing ELV (End of life vehicles) from the road. Freight transporters need
stronger financial support. However, that said, it is important to note that unless old fleet vehicles are off the
road, the benefits of implementation of BSVI vehicles will not be fully leveraged.
Insta Curious: Did you know about the international convention related to ship recycling? It is also known as
the Hong Kong Convention? Read here,
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. Key features of the policy.
2. Applicability.

3. Incentives.
Mains Link: Discuss the issues associated with the
policy.

Link: https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GPK8SFGT7.1&imageview=0.

Plastic Waste Management Amendment Rules, 2021:
Context:
The Environment Ministry has notified the Plastic Waste Management Amendment Rules, 2021, which
prohibit specific single-use plastic items which have “low utility and high littering potential” by 2022.
The New Rules:
1. What is banned? The manufacture, import, stocking, distribution, sale and use of the identified singleuse plastic will be prohibited with effect from the 1st July, 2022.
2. The ban will not apply to commodities made of compostable plastic.
3. For banning other plastic commodities in the future, other than those that have been listed in this
notification, the government has given industry ten years from the date of notification for compliance.
www.insightsonindia.com
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4. The permitted thickness of the plastic bags, currently 50 microns, will be increased to 75 microns from
30th September, 2021, and to 120 microns from the 31st December, 2022.
5. The Central Pollution Control Board, along with state pollution bodies, will monitor the ban, identify
violations, and impose penalties already prescribed under the Environmental Protection Act, 1986.
6. The plastic packaging waste, which is not covered under the phase out of identified single use plastic
items, shall be collected and managed in an environmentally sustainable way through the Extended
Producer Responsibility (EPR) of the Producer, importer and Brand owner (PIBO), as per Plastic Waste
Management Rules, 2016.
What is single-use plastic?
It is a form of plastic that is disposable,which is only used once and then has to be thrown away or recycled like
water bottles,straw,cups etc.
Few notable facts:
● India’s per capita consumption of plastic at 11 kilograms (kg) per year is still among the lowest in
the world against global average is 28 kg per year.
● Close to 26,000 tons of plastic waste is generated across India every day and 10,000 tons
uncollected.
A dilemma:
Some intellectuals argue that plastic is not harmful if it is managed, collected and recycled properly to other
uses. On the other hand, some are in favour of a total ban on the plastics fearing its irreversible impact on
them.
Reasons to ban:
According to World Wildlife Fund (WWF), plastic is harmful to the environment as it is non-biodegradable, takes
years to disintegrate. Also:
● Waste plastic bags are polluting the land and water immensely.
● Plastic bags have become a threat to the life of animals living on earth as well as in water.
● Chemicals released by waste plastic bags enter the soil and make it infertile.
● Plastic bags are having a negative impact on human health.
● Plastic bags lead to drainage problems.
India’s efforts:
● India has won global acclaim for its “Beat Plastic Pollution” resolve declared on World Environment Day
last year, under which it pledged to eliminate single-use plastic by 2022.
● At the fourth United Nations Environment Assembly in 2019, India piloted a resolution on addressing
pollution caused by single-use plastic products.
Challenges to phase out single-use plastic:
● India does not have systems in place for effective segregation, collection and recycling.
● No policy for recycling plastics. Also challenges are there to set up a recycling plant because of
environmental issues raised by Pollution Control Boards of various states.
● Single-use plastic has been a very good business, and that’s projected to continue.
● The economics favour more plastic production.
● A significant amount ends up in rivers, oceans and landfills are not recyclable.
● Also, Trade bodies like All India Plastic Manufacturers Association (AIPMA) recommends government
to extend the deadline for phasing out SUP products by a period of one year to 2023 because of
challenges caused by COVID.
Need of the hour:
1. Intensify efforts to recycle plastic under Swachh bharat abhiyan
2. Promoting the use of biodegradable plastics, khadi bags, cotton bags.
3. Incentivising collection.
4. Start charging the producers for their waste, which will lead to recovery and recycling.
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Insta Curious: Do you know about the project REPLAN? Reference:
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. About Single Use Plastics.
2. About Plastic Waste management rules.
3. Latest Amendments.

4. What is Extended Producer Responsibility?
5. About the UN Environment Assembly.
Mains Link: Comment on India's efforts to beat
plastic pollution.

Need for a separate security force to protect judiciary, courts:
Context:
The Supreme Court had taken suo motu cognisance of the attacks on judges along with petitions pending since
2019 seeking better protection for the judiciary and in courts.
● The turning point was the recent murder of a judge in Jharkhand, Uttam Anand, in broad daylight.
● The court had asked the Centre’s opinion on forming a central security outfit in the manner of the
Railway Protection Force to protect courts and judges.
Latest updates:
During the latest hearing, Union government has told the Supreme Court that:
1. It is “not advisable” to form a Central security force to protect the judiciary and court complexes.
Security of courts was “better left to the States”.
2. It is because problems of security vary from State to State. So, the State police would be better
equipped to gauge the deployment needs in local courts and take care of logistics of transporting
criminals and protecting witnesses, among other crucial functions within court complexes.
3. Moreover, ‘police’ is a State subject under the Constitution.
What did the court say?
Several States had not bothered to file affidavits detailing the security arrangements in place for courts. Others
who had filed affidavits presented a “lazy picture” of the security arrangements.
1. The court allowed the States to file their affidavits in 10 days subject to paying ₹1 lakh each as costs.
2. The court warned that Chief Secretaries would be summoned in case of non-compliance.
Need for:
Independence of the judiciary is an integral part of the basic structure of our Constitution. Judges are
entrusted with an onerous job.
● It is their responsibility to ensure that justice is done.
● Popular sentiment requires them to act in a manner depicting that justice is not only done, but also
appears to be done.
● They make big decisions that require them to act fearless and impartially. When judges are fearful, it
impedes their ability to do their jobs”.
● Absence of bias is fundamental to judicial integrity.
● Any influence on the judiciary by either the State or the litigants, adversely impacts the fair
administration of justice.
● An independent judiciary free from any pressures, inducements, enticements or intimidations is the
cornerstone of any Constitutional democracy.
Concerns/challenges:
Judges face security threats both inside as well as beyond their courtrooms. Their job requires them to
routinely deal with antisocial elements. This makes them as well as their family members susceptible to
attacks. The recent murder of an Additional District Judge from Jharkhand, Uttam Anand, highlights the
vulnerability of judicial officers.
Insta Curious: Do you know the differences between legislation and common law? Reference: Read this.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
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1. Key Provisions related to the independence
of Judiciary.
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2. About 42 Amendment to the Constitution.

Mains Link: Discuss the need for and significance of
the independence of the judiciary.

Link: https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GDR8STLM4.1&imageview=0.

What are Foreigners’ Tribunals?
Context:
Assam government’s Political Department has issued a notification ordering the State police’s Border wing not
to forward any case against Gurkhas to the Foreigners’ Tribunals under the Foreigners’ Act of 1946.
Background:
The Border wing is tasked with identifying people of doubtful citizenship and serving them notices for a
Foreigners’ Tribunal — a quasi-judicial establishment — to take over.

How many Gurkhas are there in the state?
● According to the 2011 census, Assam has more than 5 lakh Gurkhas, most of whom came as members
of armed forces under the British administration.
● About 22,000 Gurkhas were left out of the draft National Register of Citizens published on August 31,
2019.
Implications of the latest move:
The cases of some 2,500 Gurkhas are pending in a few of the 100 Foreigners’ Tribunals in Assam. All such cases
are to be withdrawn.
Who is a declared foreigner?
A declared foreigner, or DF, is a person marked by Foreigners’ Tribunal (FT) for allegedly failing to prove their
citizenship after the State police’s Border wing marks him or her as an illegal immigrant.
What is a Foreigners tribunal?
Foreigners’ Tribunals are quasi-judicial bodies established as per the Foreigners’ Tribunal Order, 1964 and the
Foreigners’ Act, 1946.
Composition: Advocates not below the age of 35 years of age with at least 7 years of practice (or) Retired
Judicial Officers from the Assam Judicial Service (or) Retired IAS of ACS Officers (not below the rank of
Secretary/Addl. Secretary) having experience in quasi-judicial works.
Who can setup these tribunals?
The Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) has amended the Foreigners (Tribunals) Order, 1964, and has empowered
district magistrates in all States and Union Territories to set up tribunals (quasi-judicial bodies) to decide
whether a person staying illegally in India is a foreigner or not.
● Earlier, the powers to constitute tribunals were vested only with the Centre.
Who can approach?
The amended order (Foreigners (Tribunal) Order, 2019) also empowers individuals to approach the Tribunals.
● Earlier, only the State administration could move the Tribunal against a suspect.
Insta Curious: Do you know the differences between NRC and NPR? Reference:
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. Illegal Migrants (Determination by
Tribunal) (IMDT) Act vs Foreigners Tribunal
(Order) 1964.
2. Burden of proof under this order.
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3. Powers to approach the tribunal and kind
of cases to be decided by the tribunal.
4. Composition of the tribunal.
5. Tribunals vs Courts.
6. Geographical location of Assam and other
NE states.
7. Refugee vs illegal Migrants.
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8. Fundamental Rights available for
Foreigners and other constitutional
provisions wrt to Foreigners.

9. Human Rights vs Fundamental Rights.

Mains Link:Discuss briefly the laws that are in place to tackle illegal non-citizens in the country. Why was the
Foreigners (Tribunals) Order, 1964 amended? Explain.
Link: https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GDR8STLMH.1&imageview=0.

RoDTEP scheme:
Context:
The Centre has notified the rates and norms for the Remission of Duties and Taxes on Exported Products
(RoDTEP) scheme.
● A budgetary allocation of ₹12,454 crore has been made for 2021-22 under the scheme which covers
8,555 tariff lines, accounting for about 75% of traded items and 65% of India’s exports.
About the scheme:
The scheme was announced in 2020 as a replacement for the Merchandise Export from India Scheme (MEIS),
which was not compliant with the rules of the World Trade Organisation.
The scheme would refund to exporters the embedded central, state and local duties or taxes that were so far
not being rebated or refunded and were, therefore, placing India’s exports at a disadvantage.
Key features:
1. To enable zero rating of exports by ensuring domestic taxes are not exported, all taxes, including those
levied by States and even Gram Panchayats, will be refunded under the scheme.
2. The rebates under RoDTEP is WTO-compliant as per legal advice, range from 0.5% to 4.3% of the Free
On Board value of outbound consignments.
3. The lowest rate is offered on items like chocolates, toffees and sugar confectionary, while yarns and
fibres have been granted the highest rate.
4. Steel, pharma and chemicals have not been included under the scheme because their exports have
done well without incentives.
Significance:
● Indian exporters will be able to meet the international standards for exports as affordable testing and
certification will be made available to exporters within the country instead of relying on international
organizations.
● Also under it, tax assessment is set to become fully automatic for exporters. Businesses will get access
to their refunds for GST via an automatic refund-route.
● This would increase the economy for the country and working capital for the enterprise.
Insta Curious: Did you know that the RoDTEP scheme had kicked in from January 1, replacing the earlier
Merchandise and Services Export Incentive Schemes (MEIS and SEIS) that were in violation of WTO norms?
Reference: read this.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. Key features of the scheme.

2. Benefits.
3. Eligibility.

Link: https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GG38STIRE.1&imageview=0.

Gujarat anti-conversion law:
Context:
Gujarat Government has defended its new anti-conversion law in High Court saying marriages cannot be tool
for “forceful conversion”.
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What's the issue?
The HC is hearing two petitions that have challenged the newly enacted amendment in the law, which deals
with forcible religious conversion through marriages.
● During the hearing, the Court observed that the amended law keeps a sword hanging over interfaith
couples because it has created an impression that interfaith marriages are not permissible in the State.
Gujarat Freedom of Religion (Amendment) Act, 2021:
● It proposes punishment of 3-10 years in jail for forcible or fraudulent religious conversions through
marriage.
● It amends the Gujarat Freedom of Religion Act, 2003.
● The amendment aims to reduce the “emerging trend” where women are “lured to marriage” for the
purposes of religious conversion.
Issues with the new law:
● The amended law has vague terms which are against basic principles of marriage and right to
propagate, profess and practice religion as enshrined in the Article 25 of the Constitution.
● The law even allows distant family members to file a criminal complaint.
Supreme Court on Marriage and Conversion:
1. The Apex Court of India in its several judgements has held that the state and the courts have no
jurisdiction over an adult’s absolute right to choose a life partner.
2. The Supreme Court of India, in both the Lily Thomas and Sarla Mudgal cases, has confirmed that
religious conversions carried out without a bona fide belief and for the sole purpose of deriving some
legal benefit do not hold water.
3. Salamat Ansari-Priyanka Kharwar case of Allahabad High Court 2020: The right to choose a partner or
live with a person of choice was part of a citizen’s fundamental right to life and liberty (Article 21).
Need of the hour:
1. There is a need for uniformity: Article 18 of the Universal Declaration on Human Rights mentions
everyone has the right to freedom of religion including changing their faith. Since it is a state subject,
the Centre can frame a model law like Model law on contract farming etc.
2. States while enacting anti-conversion laws should not put any vague or ambiguous provisions for the
person who wanted to convert of his own will.
3. The anti-conversion laws also need to include a provision to mention the valid steps for conversion by
minority community institutions.
4. People also need to be educated about the provisions and ways of Forceful conversions, Inducement
or allurement, etc.
Insta Curious: 3 states, 3 anti-conversion laws: what’s similar, what’s different? Reference: read this.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. About Article 21.
2. Article 25.

3. What has the Allahabad High Court said in
Salamat Ansari-Priyanka Kharwar case.
4. Similarities and differences between these
three laws.

Mains Link: The right to choose a partner or live with a person of choice was part of a citizen’s fundamental
right to life and liberty. Discuss.
Link: https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=G2E8T16SO.1&imageview=0.

What are detention centres for foreigners?
Context:
Assam’s detention centres for foreigners and those declared such by specific tribunals have been renamed as
transit camps.
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Please note:
The State currently has six detention centres and they have 181 inmates, 61 of whom are declared foreign
nationals and 121 convicted foreign nationals awaiting deportation. Two of these centres house 22 children
along with their “foreigner” mothers.
What are detention centres?
They are places designated to keep illegal migrants (people who have entered a country without necessary
documents) once they are detected by the authorities till the time their nationality is confirmed and they are
deported to the country of their origin.
● Detention centres were set up in Assam after the Union government authorized the state to do so
under the provisions of the Foreigners’ Act, 1946 and the Foreigners Order, 1948.
Foreigners Act, 1946:
It replaced the Foreigners Act, 1940 conferring wide powers to deal with all foreigners.
The act empowered the government to take such steps as are necessary to prevent illegal migrants including
the use of force.
The concept of ‘burden of proof’ lies with the person, and not with the authorities.
● The act originally empowered the government to establish tribunals which would have powers similar
to those of a civil court.
● Amendments (2019) to the Foreigners (Tribunals) Order, 1964 empowered even district magistrates in
all States and Union Territories to set up tribunals to decide whether a person staying illegally in India is
a foreigner or not.
Insta Curious:
Which other states have Detention Centres apart from Assam? Reference: read this.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. Illegal Migrants (Determination by
Tribunal) (IMDT) Act vs Foreigners Tribunal
(Order) 1964.
2. Burden of proof under this order.
3. Powers to approach the tribunal and kind
of cases to be decided by the tribunal.

4. Composition of the tribunal.
5. Refugee vs illegal Migrants.
6. Fundamental Rights available for
Foreigners and other constitutional
provisions wrt to Foreigners.
7. Human Rights vs Fundamental Rights.

Mains Link: Discuss briefly the laws that are in place to tackle illegal non-citizens in the country. Why was the
Foreigners (Tribunals) Order, 1964 amended? Explain.
Link: https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=G2E8T1AD2.1&imageview=0.

PM-KUSUM Scheme:
Context:
The Union Minister for Power and
MNRE recently reviewed the
implementation of PM-KUSUM Scheme.
● He emphasised on the
importance of PM-KUSUM
scheme for farmers which
provides them a day-time
reliable source of power for
irrigation activities and also
increasing their income.

www.insightsonindia.com

63

InsightsIAS

Pradhan Mantri Kisan Urja Suraksha evem Utthan Mahabhiyan / (PM KUSUM) Scheme:
The Scheme is an initiative of the Ministry of New and Renewable Energy (MNRE).
● It is a scheme for farmers for installation of solar pumps and grid connected solar and other
renewable power plants in the country.
● Approved in February 2019, the objective of the scheme is to provide financial and water security.
● The scheme aims to add solar and other renewable capacity of 25,750 MW by 2022.
Key features:
● As per provisions of the PM-KUSUM Scheme, the grid connected agriculture pumps can be solarised
with central and state subsidy of 30% each and farmer’s contribution of 40%.
● It will also include feeder level solarisation.
Scheme implementation:
State Nodal Agencies (SNAs) of MNRE will coordinate with States/UTs, Discoms and farmers for
implementation of the scheme.
Scheme benefits:
● The scheme will open a stable and continuous source of income to the rural landowners for a period of
25 years by utilisation of their dry/uncultivable land.
● In case cultivated fields are chosen for setting up solar power projects, the farmers could continue to
grow crops as the solar panels are to be set up above a minimum height.
● The solar pumps will save the expenditure incurred on diesel for running diesel pumps and provide the
farmers a reliable source of irrigation through solar pumps apart from preventing harmful pollution
from running diesel pumps.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. Key features of the scheme.
2. Benefits.

3. Eligibility.
Mains Link: Discuss the significance of the scheme.

Ubharte Sitaare Fund:
Context:
Finance minister has launched Rs 250 crore worth Alternative Investment Fund for export-oriented micro,
small and medium enterprises (MSMEs).
Objective of the fund:
To Identify Indian enterprises with potential advantages by way of technology, products or processes along
with export potential, but which are currently underperforming or unable to tap their latent potential to grow.
● The main purpose is to encourage MSMEs as they are vital to the economy in terms of creating jobs,
fostering innovations and reviving the economy.
Type of fund:
Ubharte sitaare fund is a type of Alternative investment fund.
Key features of the scheme:
● The Fund has been set up by Exim Bank and SIDBI (Small Industries Development Bank of India).
● The fund is a mix of structured support, both financial and advisory services.
● It will also have a Greenshoe Option of Rs 250 crore.
● The Fund covers potential companies, across various sectors such as pharma, auto components,
engineering solutions, agriculture, and software etc.
Significance of this programme:
1. It identifies Indian companies that have the potential to be future champions in the domestic arena
while catering to global demands.
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2. Enabling MSME to expand their ventures will drive the overall economy, as they make up for about 45
per cent of the country’s total manufacturing output, 40 percent of exports, and almost 30 per cent of
the national GDP.
3. This will also give a boost to sector specific growth like 'ONE DISTRICT ONE PRODUCT' in Uttar
Pradesh.
What is an Alternative Investment Fund (AIF)?
● Alternative Investment Fund comprises pooled investment funds which invest in venture capital,
private equity, hedge funds, managed futures etc.
● In simpler terms, an AIF refers to an investment which differs from conventional investment avenues
such as stocks, debt securities, etc.
AIF does not include funds covered under the SEBI (Mutual Funds) Regulations, 1996, SEBI (Collective
Investment Schemes) Regulations, 1999 or any other regulations of the Board to regulate fund management
activities.
Nonetheless, the alternative investment funds have to register with SEBI.
What is a greenshoe option?
It is an over-allotment option. In the context of an initial public offering (IPO), it is a provision in an
underwriting agreement that grants the underwriter the right to sell investors more shares than initially
planned by the issuer if the demand for a security issue proves higher than expected.
Insta Curious: What Is a Reverse Greenshoe Option? How is it different from Greenshoe Option? Reference:
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. About the Fund.
2. Its objectives.
3. Management.

4. Benefits.
5. What is a greenshore option?
Mains Link:
Discuss the need for and significance of the fund.

SC sets aside Haryana order creating a sub-category of creamy layer:
Context: Supreme Court has quashed Haryana government’s notification. It said economic criterion can’t be
sole basis to decide ‘creamy layer’.
What is Reservation?
In simple terms, it is all about reserving access to
seats in the government jobs, educational
institutions, and even legislatures to certain
sections of the population.
● Also known as affirmative action, the
reservation can also be seen as positive
discrimination backed by the Indian
Constitution.
Constitutional and legal backing related to reservation:
● Article 14: Equality before the law or the equal protection of the laws within the territory of India.
● Articles 15(1) and 15(2): Prohibit the state from discriminating against any citizen on grounds of
religion, race, caste, sex, place of birth.
But clauses (3) to (5) of Article 15 empower the state to provide for positive discrimination in favour of the
grossly underrepresented and neglected sections of the society in order to promote substantive equality or
better to say EQUITY.
Article 16: Equality of opportunity in matters of public employment.
● Article 16 clause (4) Nothing in this article shall prevent the State from making any provision for the
reservation of appointments or posts in favour of any backward class of citizens which, in the opinion
of the State, is not adequately represented in the services under the State.
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Why Supreme Court had to intervene?
Two notifications were issued by the Haryana government sub-classifying backward classes solely on
economic basis while fixing the criteria for creamy layer.
● The apex court held that the Haryana’s notifications have violated the law declared in the Indra
Sawhney judgment by identifying creamy layer only on the basis of income.
● Apart from the economic criterion, social, educational and other factors must also be taken into
account before defining a “creamy layer” among the backward classes.
What is the creamy layer?
It is a concept that sets a threshold within which OBC reservation benefits are applicable. While there is a 27%
quota for OBCs in government jobs and higher educational institutions, those falling within the “creamy
layer” cannot get the benefits of this quota.
● Based on the recommendation of the Second Backward Classes Commission (Mandal Commission),
the government on August 13, 1990 had notified 27% reservation for Socially and Educationally
Backward Classes (SEBCs) in vacancies in civil posts and services that are to be filled on direct
recruitment.b
● After this was challenged, the Supreme Court on November 16, 1992 (Indira Sawhney case) upheld
27% reservation for OBCs, subject to exclusion of the creamy layer.
Few categories defined under Creamy Layer:
Income beyond 8 lakh: For those not in government
services, the current threshold is an income of Rs 8
lakh per year.
Parents’ rank: For children of government
employees, the threshold is based on their parents’
rank and not income.
Take away from Indira Sawhney case:
A nine-judge Constitution Bench of the Supreme
Court in the Indira Sawhney case of 1992 specifically
answered the question “whether backward classes
can be identified only and exclusively with reference
to the economic criterion.”
● The constitution bench had categorically
ruled that a backward class cannot be
determined only and exclusively with
reference to economic criterion. The bench
had held that economic criterion may be a consideration or basis along with, and in addition to, social
backwardness, but it can never be the sole criterion.
Way forward:
Reservation based entirely on economic criteria is not an all-in-one solution, though family income can be one
of the parameters. Also, its time to fix a time period for the reservation system – rather than extending it to
eternity. Moreover, the reservation is not a poverty alleviation scheme. There is a need to adopt MADHYAM
MARG to award excellence and merit along with providing equal opportunity to vulnerable sections.
Insta Curious: Parliament has passed Constitution 127th Amendment Bill to Restore States’ Power to Specify
SEBCs. Know more about this here.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. About Creamy layer.
2. Its evolution.
3. Constitutional backing to reservation.
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Issues surrounding Haryana’s new land law:
Context:
The Right to Fair Compensation and Transparency in Land Acquisition, Rehabilitation and Resettlement
(Haryana Amendment), Bill, 2021 was recently passed by Haryana Assembly.
It seeks to expedite development projects by simplifying the procedure for acquisition of land.
● However, the Bill has been criticised for allegedly being “anti-farmer” and promoting “crony
capitalism”.
Controversial provisions in the new Bill:
It has brought Public-Private Partnership (PPP) projects to the ‘exempt’ category, for which Social Impact
Assessment (SIA)/ consent of landowners is not rerequired.
1. This goes against the Central Land Acquisition Act of 2013 under which Social Impact Assessment
(SIA)/ consent of landowners is a must.
The Bill seeks to do away with the condition of 48-hour prior notice to the occupants of an acquired building
to evacuate. Occupants would be liable to vacate the building immediately after the Collector announces the
award.
1. This is extremely draconian and arbitrary. The state machinery shall be armed with powers to throw
out the belongings of an affected person even at midnight without any notice or redress.
2. The amendments also do away with the provision to give the evicted people plots of land in addition to
monetary compensation.
The Collector can determine the fair compensation and make the award without further enquiry if he is
satisfied that all persons interested in the land have consented to the terms and conditions of their free will.
1. In such a situation, tenants and poor persons who may have non-proprietary rights on the land are
likely to lose out.
2. Also, the share of female heirs is often not recorded in rural areas.
3. And persons with right of access, such as among the co-sharers of a Khewat, and usufructuary rights as
in a mortgage or easement rights of an owner, are not duly recorded in official records.
Exempted projects include:
1. Projects vital to national security or defence of India;
2. rural infrastructure including electrification;
3. affordable housing, housing for the poor and for rehabilitation of persons displaced due to land
acquisition or a natural calamity;
4. industrial corridors set up by the state government or its undertakings wherein land up to 2 km on
either side of the designated railway lines or roads can be acquired;
5. infrastructure projects relating to health and education, PPP projects wherein the ownership of land
continues to vest with the state government, and urban Metro and rapid rail projects.
About the Land Acquisition Act of 2013:
The 2013 Act replaced the Land Acquisition Act, 1894 (1894 Act) and provides for higher compensation to
those deprived of land by the government for both public and private sector projects.
Acquiring land: For private project, 80% affected families must agree. For PPP project, 70% affected families
must agree. Only then land can be acquired.
Social impact assessment: Under Social impact assessment (SIA) even need to obtain consent of the affected
artisans, labourers, share-croppers, tenant farmers etc whose (sustainable) livelihood will be affected because
of the given project.
Compensation: Compensation proportion to market rates. 4 times the market rate in rural area. 2 times in
urban area. Affected artisans, small traders, fishermen etc. will be given one-time payment, even if they don’t
own any land.
To ensure food security: Fertile, irrigated, multi-cropped farmland can be acquired only in last resort. If such
fertile land is acquired, then Government will have to develop equal size of wasteland for agriculture purpose.
Private entities: If Government acquires the lands for private company- the said private company will be
responsible for relief and rehabilitation of the affected people. Additional rehabilitation package for SC/ST
owners.
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Safeguards: State Governments have to setup dispute settlement Chairman must be a district judge or lawyer
for 7 years.
Accountability: Head of the department will be made responsible, for any offense from Government’s side. If
project doesn’t start in 5 years, land has to be returned to the original owner or the land bank. Establishment
of Land Acquisition, Rehabilitation and Resettlement Authority for speedy disposal of disputes.
Insta Curious: Do you know the differences between Social Impact Assessment (SIA) and Environmental Impact
Assessment (EIA)? Reference: read this.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. About EIA.
2. About Haryana's new land law.
3. How is it different from Centre's Land
Acquisition Act of 2013?
4. Overview of the 2013 law.

Mains Link: Discuss the concerns associated with
the new land law of Haryana.
Link:https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/e
xplained-how-fair-is-haryanas-right-to-faircompensation-bill-for-landowners-and-tenants7470989/lite/.

India’s new drone rules:
Context:
The central government has notified the Drone Rules 2021, a much more liberalised regime for unmanned
aircraft systems than what existed previously.
Key changes:
1. Digital sky platform shall be developed as a business-friendly single-window online system.
2. No flight permission required upto 400 feet in green zones and upto 200 feet in the area between 8
and 12 km from the airport perimeter.
3. No pilot licence required for micro drones (for non-commercial use), nano drones and for R&D
organisations.
4. No restriction on drone operations by foreign-owned companies registered in India.
5. Import of drones and drone components to be regulated by DGFT.
6. No security clearance required before any registration or licence issuance.
7. No requirement of certificate of airworthiness, unique identification number, prior permission and
remote pilot licence for R&D entities.
8. Coverage of drones under Drone Rules, 2021 increased from 300 kg to 500 kg. This will cover drone
taxis also.
9. Issuance of Certificate of Airworthiness delegated to Quality Council of India and certification entities
authorised by it.
10. Manufacturer may generate their drone’s unique identification number on the digital sky platform
through the self-certification route.
11. Maximum penalty under Drone Rules, 2021 reduced to INR 1 lakh. This shall, however, not apply to
penalties in respect of violation of other laws.
12. Drone corridors will be developed for cargo deliveries.
13. Drone promotion council to be set up to facilitate a business-friendly regulatory regime.
Significance of the new rules:
1. It highlights the government’s intent to allow the use of drones while at the same time ensuring
security from rogue drones through the anti-rogue drone framework that was announced in 2019.
2. The rules are based on the premise of trust and self-certification.
3. The Rules will tremendously help start-ups and our youth working in this sector. It will open up new
possibilities for innovation & business.
4. It will help leverage India’s strengths in innovation, technology & engineering to make India a drone
hub.
Need for stricter rules and regulations:
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●
●
●
●
●

Recently, Drones were used for the first time to drop explosive devices, triggering blasts inside the Air
Force Station’s technical area in Jammu.
Over the past two years, drones have been deployed regularly by Pakistan-based outfits to smuggle
arms, ammunition and drugs into Indian territory.
According to government figures, 167 drone sightings were recorded along the border with Pakistan in
2019, and in 2020, there were 77 such sightings.
With the rapid proliferation of drone technology and exponential growth of its global market in recent
years, the possibility of a drone attack cannot be ruled out even in the safest cities in the world.
Drones are becoming security threats particularly in conflict zones where non-state actors are active
and have easy access to the technology.

Insta Curious: Did you know that there are a few countries in the world which do not have armed forces of
their own? Which are those countries? Reference:
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. Overview of new rules.
2. New rules vs old rules.
3. Exemptions.

4. Licenses required.
Mains Link: Discuss the significance of the new
rules.

Topics: Development processes and the development industry- the role of NGOs, SHGs,
various groups and associations, donors, charities, institutional and other stakeholders.

UP's Two-child policy:
Context:
After reviewing over 8,000 suggestions from the public, the Uttar Pradesh State Law Commission has submitted
a report and draft Bill of a new population control law (The Uttar Pradesh Population (Control, Stabilisation
and Welfare) Bill, 2021) proposing two-child policy to the State government.
Key suggestions adopted by the commiss:
● Special facilities to all families (irrespective of the BPL category) who have only one child and undertake
voluntary sterilisation.
● A person who has more than two children after the law comes into force would be debarred from
several benefits such as welfare schemes.
Background:
On World Population Day (11th July), the Uttar Pradesh government announced a new population policy for
2021-2030.
● The new policy has provisions to give incentives to those who help in population control.
Highlights of the draft bill on population control:
The new policy aims at:
1. Decreasing the total fertility rate from 2.7 to 2.1 by 2026 and 1.7 by 2030.
2. Increase modern contraceptive prevalence rate from 31.7% to 45% by 2026 and 52% by 2030.
3. Increase male methods of contraception use from 10.8% to 15.1% by 2026 and 16.4% by 2030.
4. Decrease maternal mortality rate from 197 to 150 to 98, and infant mortality rate from 43 to 32 to 22,
and under 5 infant mortality rate from 47 to 35 to 25.
Focus areas:
1. To increase the accessibility of contraceptive measures issued under the Family Planning Programme
and provide a proper system for safe abortion.
2. To reduce the newborns' and maternal mortality rate.
3. To provide for care of the elderly, and better management of education, health, and nutrition of
adolescents between 11 to 19 years.
Incentives:
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1. Promotions, increments, concessions in housing schemes and others perks to employees who adhere
to population control norms, and have two or less children.
2. Public servants who adopt the two-child norm will get two additional increments during the entire
service, maternity or as the case may be, paternity leave of 12 months, with full salary and allowances
and three percent increase in the employer's contribution fund under the National Pension Scheme.
3. For those who are not government employees and still contribute towards keeping the population in
check, will get benefits in like rebates in taxes on water, housing, home loans etc.
4. If the parent of a child opts for vasectomy, he/she will be eligible for free medical facilities till the age
of 20.
The Uttar Pradesh government plans to set up a state population fund to implement the measures.
Awareness creation:
● The draft bill also asks the state government to introduce population control as a compulsory subject in
all secondary schools.
Applicability:
1. The provision of this legislation shall apply to a married couple where the boy is not less than 21 years
of age and the girl is not less than 18.
2. The policy will be voluntary - it will not be enforced upon anyone.
Need for these measures:
Overpopulation exerts strain on resources. It is therefore necessary and urgent that
the provision of basic necessities of human life including affordable food, safe drinking
water, decent housing, access to quality education, economic/livelihood opportunities,
power/electricity for domestic consumption, and a secure living is accessible to all
citizens.
Issues and concerns associated with the Bill:
1. Experts have advised caution against any population policy that puts women's
health and well being at risk.
2. Given that the burden of contraception and family planning disproportionately
falls on women, it is likely that female sterilisation will increase further.
3. Stringent population control measures can potentially lead to an increase in these practices and
unsafe abortions given the strong son-preference in India, as has been witnessed in a few states in the
past.
Insta Curious: Do you know about Mission ParivarVikas? Reference: Read here.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. Highlights of the Draft.
2. Latest Census data.

Mains Link: Discuss the concerns associated with
UP's draft population policy.

Link: https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GUI8SQ9RF.1&imageview=0.

Topics: Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and States
and the performance of these schemes.

Fast Track Special Courts (FTSCs):
Context:
The Cabinet has approved the continuation of 1,023 Fast Track Special Courts (FTSCs) for another two years, at
an outlay of ₹1,572.86 crore.
● The Centre’s share of ₹971.70 crore will come from the Nirbhaya Fund.
About the scheme:
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●
●
●
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Fast Track Special Courts (FTSCs) are being setup as a part of the National Mission for Safety of
Women (NMSW).
The scheme was started in October 2019.
Implemented by the Department of Justice of the Ministry of Law and Justice.
It is a Centrally sponsored scheme for expeditious trial and disposal of pending cases of rape and
offences against children under the Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act (POCSO), 2012.

Features of the FTSCs scheme:
1. The decision on extension of the scheme beyond one year will depend on the recommendations in the
external evaluation.
2. The scheme does not intend to create any permanent infrastructure. The courts will be made
functional in suitable premises taken on lease or as decided by the States/UTs and respective High
Courts.
3. Composition: Each FTSC will have one Judicial Officer and seven staff members. States/UTs may
engage judicial officers and court staff on contractual basis where sufficient manpower is not available.
Services of retired judicial officers with relevant experience may
also be engaged to dispose of cases in the FTSCs.
Benefits and significance of the scheme:
● The scheme includes 389 FTSCs exclusively for POCSO cases.
● Each FTSC is expected to dispose of 41-42 cases in each quarter
and at least 165 cases in a year.
● At the time the scheme was launched, the government had set a
target of disposing of 1,66,882 cases of rape and POCSO Act cases
pending trial in various courts.
Performance of the scheme:
So far, only 597 fast track courts out of the total 1,023 had been set up in
the country and expressed its concern at the delay in implementing the
scheme.
Need for:
The offences of rape and gang rape of women and children require effective deterrence through fast and timebound completion of trials relating to sexual offences.
Insta Curious: Do you know about the Palermo Protocol? Read Here
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. About POCSO.
2. About FTSCs.
3. Establishment.

4. Composition.
5. Function.
Mains Link:
Discuss the need for and significance of FTSCs.

Link: https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=G2P8RDRJL.1&imageview=0.

Pradhan Mantri Dakshta Aur Kushalta Sampann Hitgrahi (PM-DAKSH)
Yojana:
Context:
The government has launched 'PM-DAKSH' portal and app to make the skill development schemes accessible to
the target groups of Backward Classes, Scheduled Castes and Safai Karamcharis.

About the scheme:
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1. The scheme is being implemented by the Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment from the year
2020-21.
2. Under the scheme, eligible target groups are being provided skill development training programmes on
up-skilling/reskilling, short term training programme, long term training programme and
entrepreneurship development program (EDP).
3. Eligibility: Marginalized persons of SC, OBC, Economically Backward Classes, De-notified tribes,
Sanitation workers including waste pickers, manual scavengers, transgenders and other similar
categories.
Significance and the need for the scheme:
1. Most of the persons of target group are having minimal economic assets; therefore, provision of
training and enhancing their competencies is essential for economic empowerment/ upliftment of
these marginalized target groups.
2. Many of the persons of target group belong to the category of rural artisans who have become
marginalized owing to coming of better technologies in market.
3. There is also a need to empower the women amongst the target group, who, due to their overall
domestic compulsions, cannot be involved in wage employment which normally involves long working
hours and sometimes migration to other cities.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. Eligibility.
2. Key features.

3. Benefits of the scheme.
Mains Link: Discuss the significance of the scheme.

Ujjwala 2.0 scheme:
Context:
The government has launched the second phase of the Ujjwala gas connection scheme for the poor.
About Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana:
Launched in May 2016.
Aim: To provide LPG (liquefied petroleum gas) connections to poor households.
Key features: A deposit-free LPG connection is given to the eligible household with financial assistance of Rs
1,600 per connection by the Centre.
Target: The scheme gained traction with its ambit being expanded to include 80 million poor families from the
earlier target of 50 million families with an additional allocation of Rs 4,800 crore.
Objectives of the scheme are:
1. Empowering women and protecting their health.
2. Reducing the serious health hazards associated with cooking based on fossil fuel.
3. Reducing the number of deaths in India due to unclean cooking fuel.
4. Preventing young children from a significant number of acute respiratory illnesses caused due to
indoor air pollution by burning fossil fuel.
Eligibility criteria:
1. Applicants must be a woman above the age of 18 and a citizen of India.
2. Applicants should belong to a BPL (Below Poverty Line) household.
3. No one in the applicant’s household should own an LPG connection.
4. The household income of the family, per month, must not exceed a certain limit as defined by the
government of the Union Territories and State Government.
5. Applicants must not be a recipient of other similar schemes provided by the government.
Under Ujjwala 2.0:
● Migrant workers would no longer have to struggle to get address proof documents to get the gas
connections.
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●

These workers would only be required to submit a self-declaration of their residential address to get
the gas connection.

InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. What is LPG?
2. What are Parliamentary committees?

3. Targets and goals under the scheme.
4. States and UTs which became kerosenefree under the scheme.

Mains Link:
It is said that the real test of the PMUY and its successor programmes will be in how they translate the
provision of connections to sustained use of LPG or other clean fuels such as electricity or biogas. For this which
issue need to be addressed? Also discuss the significance of PMUY.
Link: https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GKE8S417B.1&imageview=0.

Jan Shikshan Sansthan (JSS):
Context:
The Jan Shikshan Sansthan (JSS) has brought high-speed internet to some of the remotest tribal hamlets deep
inside the Nilambur jungle in Kerala.
● Few tribal hamlets have got high-speed internet, thanks to long-distance Wi-Fi technology.
About JSS:
● It is an initiative for skill development in rural areas.
● The Scheme of Jan Shikshan Sansthan (JSS) was formerly known as Shramik Vidyapeeth.
● It has been implemented through a network of NGOs in the country since March 1967.
Objectives:
1. To improve the occupational skills and technical knowledge of the non/neo literates and persons
having rudimentary level of education upto 8th standard and other school dropouts beyond 8th
standard.
2. To create a pool of master trainers working across the department/agencies of skill development
through training/orientation programmes.
3. To widen the range of knowledge and understanding of social, economic and political systems and
create awareness about the environment.
4. To Promote national values and to align with national programmes.
5. To promote self-employment and facilitate financial support including loans for the target groups
through linkage with credit and consortium membership.
What is long-distance Wi-Fi? How does it work in Kerala?
● It works on 5GHz frequency.
● With the help of five towers, 100-mbps internet is made available.
● Servers have been setup in such a way to help a minimum of 250 users use the Net concurrently.
● Using long-distance Wi-Fi technology, high-speed internet could be provided even up to 100 km
without any transmission loss.
Insta Curious: The first Shramik Vidyapeeth was established in Mumbai. Reference: read this for more
information.
3. How wifi works?
InstaLinks:
4. About JSS.
Prelims Link:
1. About Long Distance Wifi.
Mains Link: Discuss the significance of JSS.
2. What is LiFi?
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GFL8TETM1.1&imageview=0.
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TN announces a wage employment scheme for urban poor:
Context:
This is an urban employment scheme proposed to be implemented by Tamil Nadu Government on the lines of
the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme (MGNREGS).
● It seeks to improve the livelihood of urban poor.
Need for:
● Unlike other States, the urban population in Tamil Nadu is growing fast and it would reach 60% of the
total population by 2036.
● A total of four crore people are now living in urban areas, accounting for 53% of the total population.
But, many of them had lost their jobs because of the COVID-19 pandemic.
Implementation and key features:
Under the scheme, workers will be used for activities such as desilting of water bodies and maintenance of
public parks and other places.
About MGNREGA:
The scheme was introduced in 2005 as a social measure that guarantees “the right to work”.
● The key tenet of this social measure and labour law is that the local government will have to legally
provide at least 100 days of wage employment in rural India to enhance their quality of life.
Key objectives:
1. Generation of paid rural employment of not less than 100 days for each worker who volunteers for
unskilled labour.
2. Proactively ensuring social inclusion by strengthening the livelihood base of rural poor.
3. Creation of durable assets in rural areas such as wells, ponds, roads and canals.
4. Reduce urban migration from rural areas.
5. Create rural infrastructure by using untapped rural labour.
The following are the eligibility criteria for receiving the benefits under MGNREGA scheme:
1. Must be Citizen of India to seek MGNREGA benefits.
2. Job seeker has completed 18 years of age at the time of application.
3. The applicant must be part of a local household (i.e. application must be made with local Gram
Panchayat).
4. Applicants must volunteer for unskilled labour.
Implementation of the scheme:
1. Within 15 days of submitting the application or from the day work is demanded, wage employment will
be provided to the applicant.
2. Right to get unemployment allowance in case employment is not provided within fifteen days of
submitting the application or from the date when work is sought.
3. Social Audit of MGNREGA works is mandatory, which lends to accountability and transparency.
4. The Gram Sabha is the principal forum for wage seekers to raise their voices and make demands.
5. It is the Gram Sabha and the Gram Panchayat which approves the shelf of works under MGNREGA and
fix their priority.
Insta Curious:
Did you know that the Indian Constitution does not explicitly recognise the 'right to work' as a fundamental
right? Then, how is it treated under the Constitution? Reference: read this.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. Under MGNREGA, what are the roles of Gram Sabha, Gram Panchayat, States, State Food Commission,
Centre?
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2.
3.
4.
5.

What are job cards, who issues them?
Who sets up the State Employment Guarantee Fund?
What is Wage employment?
Who conducts social audits?

Mains Link: Discuss the key features and significance of MGNREGA.
Link: https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehindu.com/news/national/tamil-nadu/govt-announces-100-crurban-jobs-scheme-across-tamil-nadu/article36081258.ece/amp/.

Topics: Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services relating
to Health, Education, Human Resources.

Zika virus:
Context:
The Union Health Ministry has rushed a multidisciplinary team to Maharashtra to monitor the Zika virus
situation and support the State government in management of infections. Recei, a case of Zika has been
reported in Pune district.
About Zika:
● The Zika virus is predominantly transmitted by infected mosquitoes from the Aedes genus, mainly
Aedes aegypti. The Aedes mosquitoes also spread dengue, chikungunya and yellow fever.
● The virus was first identified in Uganda in 1947 in monkeys.
Transmission:
● Apart from the mosquitoes, an infected person can also spread the virus.
Symptoms:
● Generally, the symptoms include fever, rash,
conjunctivitis, muscle and joint pain, malaise, or
headache. It lasts for about two to seven days.
Most infected people do not develop any
symptoms.
● Zika virus infection during pregnancy can cause
infants to be born with microcephaly (smaller than
normal head size) and other congenital
malformations, known as congenital Zika
syndrome.
● It has no treatment or vaccine. Instead, the focus is on relieving symptoms and includes rest,
rehydration and acetaminophen for fever and pain.
Insta Curious: Did you know that in 2019 transgenic mosquitoes were released in some areas of Brazil? What
was the objective of this experiment? Reference:
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. About Zika Virus Disease.
2. Spread.

3. Symptoms.
4. Treatment.

Link: https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GSD8R69QI.1&imageview=0.

'Samagra Shiksha Scheme 2.0' to continue till 2026:
Context:
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The Centre has approved the continuation of the 'Samagra Shiksha Scheme' for school education for the next
five years till March 31, 2026. The scheme has also been revamped now with the addition of new
Components/initiatives based on the recommendations of the NEP 2020.
Components of the Samagra Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA) 2.0:
1. In order to enhance the direct outreach of the scheme, all child-centric interventions will be provided
directly to the students through DBT [or direct benefit transfer] mode on an IT-based platform over a
period of time.
2. This DBT would include RTE entitlements such as textbooks, uniforms and transport allowance.
3. Keeping with the NEP’s recommendations on encouraging Indian languages, it has a new component
for appointment of language teachers, which includes salaries, and training costs as well as bilingual
books and teaching learning material.
4. It will have the NIPUN Bharat initiative for foundational literacy and numeracy, which will get an
annual provision of ₹500 per child for learning materials, ₹150 per teacher for manuals and resources
and ₹10-20 lakh per district for assessment.
5. As part of digital initiatives, there is a provision for ICT labs and smart classrooms, including support
for digital boards, virtual classrooms and DTH channels.
6. It includes a provision to support out of school children from age 16 to 19 with funding of ₹2000 per
grade to complete their education via open schooling.
7. It also has a provision for an incentive of up to ₹25000 for schools that have two medal-winning
students at the Khelo India school games at the national level.
Samagra Shiksha:
1. Samagra Shiksha is an integrated scheme for school education extending from pre-school to class XII
to ensure inclusive and equitable quality education at all levels of school education.
2. It subsumes the three Schemes of Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA), Rashtriya Madhyamik Shiksha Abhiyan
(RMSA) and Teacher Education (TE).
3. The main emphasis of the Scheme is on improving the quality of school education by focussing on the
two T’s – Teacher and Technology.
4. The scheme mainly aims to support States in the implementation of the Right of Children to Free and
Compulsory Education (RTE) Act, 2009.
5. The Scheme is being implemented as a Centrally Sponsored Scheme. It involves a 60:40 split in funding
between the Centre and most States.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. About Samagra Shiksha.
2. New components.
3. About RTE.

4. Article 21A.
5. About the National Education Policy, 2020.
Mains Link: Discuss the significance of RTE.

Link: https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/rte-entitlements-to-be-paid-through-cashtransfer/article35731581.ece/amp/.

What is a bulk drug park, and why does Himachal Pradesh want one?
Context:
Karnataka has sought the Centre’s approval for the development of the Bulk Drug Park in Yadgir district under
the Centre’s Promotion of Bulk Drug Parks Scheme.
What are bulk drugs or APIs?
A bulk drug is also called an active pharmaceutical ingredient (API).
It is the key ingredient of a drug or medicine, which lends it the desired therapeutic effect or produces the
intended pharmacological activity.
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●

Take for example- Paracetamol- It is a bulk drug, which acts against pain. It is mixed with binding
agents or solvents to prepare the finished pharmaceutical product, ie a paracetamol tablet, capsule or
syrup, which is consumed by the patient.

How are APIs prepared?
They are prepared from multiple reactions involving chemicals and solvents.
● The primary chemical or the basic raw material which undergoes reactions to form an API is called the
key starting material, or KSM.
● Chemical compounds formed during the intermediate stages during these reactions are called drug
intermediates or DIs.
Why is India promoting bulk drug parks?
India has one of the largest pharmaceutical industries in the world (third largest by volume).
But this industry largely depends on other countries, particularly China, for importing APIs, DIs and KSMs.
So, any disruptions in those countries would definitely affect the pharmaceutical industries here in India.
● For instance, this year, drug manufacturers in India suffered repeated setbacks due to disruption in
imports due to Covid 19.
● The border conflict between India and China exacerbated the situation.
So, what India is doing?
Call for greater self-reliance: In June, the department of pharmaceuticals announced a scheme for the
promotion of three bulk drug parks in the country.
● A bulk drug park will have a designated contiguous area of land with common infrastructure facilities
for the exclusive manufacture of APIs, DIs or KSMs, and also a common waste management system.
● These parks are expected to bring down manufacturing costs of bulk drugs in the country and increase
competitiveness in the domestic bulk drug industry.
Key features of the scheme for promotion of Bulk Drug parks:
● The scheme will support three selected parks in the country by providing a one-time grant-in-aid for
the creation of common infrastructure facilities.
● The grant-in-aid will be 70 percent of the cost of the common facilities but in the case of Himachal
Pradesh and other hill states, it will be 90 per cent.
● The Centre will provide a maximum of Rs 1,000 crore per park.
● A state can only propose one site, which is not less than a thousand acres in area, or not less than 700
acres in the case of hill states.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. Key features of the scheme mentioned
above.
2. Funding.
3. Targets.

4. What are active pharmaceutical
ingredients?
5. APIs in fixed- dose vs single- dose drug
combinations.
6. What are excipients in Medicine?

Link: https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehindu.com/news/national/karnataka/nirani-seeks-centreshelp-to-develop-bulk-drug-park/article35881439.ece/amp/.

Ayushman Bharat PM-JAY:
Context:
Under the Ayushman Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (AB-PMJAY), the Union government’s health
insurance scheme, approximately 20.32 lakh COVID-19 tests and 7.08 lakh treatments were authorised from
April 2020 to July 2021.
● The total value of the tests and treatment stood at ₹2,794 crore.
Key Features of PM-JAY:
1. The world’s largest health insurance/ assurance scheme fully financed by the government.
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2. It provides cover of 5 lakhs per family per year, for secondary and tertiary care hospitalization across
public and private empaneled hospitals in India.
3. Coverage: Over 10.74 crore poor and vulnerable entitled families (approximately 50 crore beneficiaries)
are eligible for these benefits.
4. Provides cashless access to health care services for the beneficiary at the point of service.
5. The National Health Authority (NHA) is the nodal agency responsible for the nationwide roll-out and
implementation of the AB-PMJAY scheme.
6. This scheme is a Centrally sponsored scheme with some Central sector components.
Eligibility:
1. No restrictions on family size, age or gender.
2. All pre–existing conditions are covered from day one.
3. Covers up to 3 days of pre-hospitalization and 15 days post-hospitalization expenses such as
diagnostics and medicines.
4. Benefits of the scheme are portable across the country.
5. Services include approximately 1,393 procedures covering all the costs related to treatment, including
but not limited to drugs, supplies, diagnostic services, physician’s fees, room charges, surgeon charges,
OT and ICU charges etc.
6. Public hospitals are reimbursed for the healthcare services at par with the private hospitals.
As per the latest economic survey:
1. The Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (PM-JAY) contributed to improvement in many health outcomes
in States that implemented the programme.
2. States that joined the PM-JAY, compared to those that did not, experienced greater penetration of
health insurance, reduction in infant and child mortality rates, realised improved access and utilisation
of family planning services and greater awareness of HIV/AIDS.
3. Across all the States, the proportion of households with health insurance increased by 54% for States
that implemented PM-JAY while falling by 10% in States that did not.
Insta Curious: Did you know that the National Health Authority has also been given the responsibility to
implement the National Digital Health Mission? Reference:
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. Components of Ayushman Bharat.
2. PMJAY- Key features.
3. Eligibility.

4. About the National Health Agency.
5. SEHAT scheme.
Mains Link: Discuss the significance and potential
of PMJAY.

Activists flay exemption to disability quota rule
Context:
·
The Social Justice Ministry issued a notification saying that Section 34 of the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities Act, 2016 , which provides for 4% reservation in jobs for PwD in government establishments,
would not apply to all categories of posts of IPS, the Indian Railway Protection Force Service and the police
forces of Delhi, Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Lakshadweep and Daman and Diu and Dadra and Nagar
Haveli.
·
At the same time, the Ministry issued another notification making a distinction between combat and
non-combat roles in the security forces.
·
The Ministry exempted all combat posts in the Border Security Force, the Central Reserve Police Force,
the Central Industrial Security Force, the Indo-Tibetan Border Police, the Sashastra Seema Bal and the
Assam Rifles from the non-discrimination and reservation provisions of the RPD Act.
Concerns:
·
The provisions of the Act did not intend to give blanket exemptions from hiring PwD, but to make sure
that combat roles are not assigned to them.
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·
There are many roles that PwD could fill within police forces and exempting all categories of roles is
wrong, as per rights groups.
Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act, 2016
·
It replaced the 1995 Act.
·
It brought Indian law in line with the United National Convention on the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities (UNCRPD), to which India is a signatory.
·
Disability has been defined based on an evolving and dynamic concept.
·
The types of disabilities have been increased from existing 7 to 21 and the Central Government will
have the power to add more types of disabilities.
·
Speech and Language Disability and Specific Learning Disability have been added for the first time.
·
Acid Attack Victims have been included.
·
In addition, the Government has been authorized to notify any other category of specified disability.
·
The appropriate governments have been given the responsibility to take effective measures to ensure
that the persons with disabilities enjoy their rights equally with others.
·
Every child with benchmark disability between the age group of 6 and 18 years shall have the right to
free education.
·
Government funded educational institutions as well as the government recognized institutions will
have to provide inclusive education to the children with disabilities.
·
It provides for penalties for offences committed against persons with disabilities and also violation of
the provisions of the new law.

Karnataka State Mental Health Authority:
Context:
Formation of Karnataka State Mental Health Authority in process.
What is MENTAL HEALTH?
According to WHO, Mental health is a state of well-being in which
an individual realizes his or her own abilities, can cope with the
normal stresses of life, can work productively and is able to make a
contribution to his or her community.
Determinants of mental health:
Need of Mental health authority now:
Mental health issues following the COVID-19 pandemic stem from 'normal' people being exposed to
'extraordinary situations'.
● The presentations are myriad, and include emotional difficulties like anxiety, depression, biological
effects like sleep, appetite disturbances, substance misuse and post-traumatic distress.
● More complex array of challenges to vulnerables like women,children and elderly facing domestic
violence,social isolation, increased screen time and poverty have negatively affected their mental
health.
Notable facts on mental health in India:
According to WHO(2020):
1. India accounts for 36.6 percent of suicides globally.
2. About 7.5 per cent Indians suffer from some mental disorder and by the end 2020 it will shoot upto
roughly 20 percent.
3. According to the numbers, 56 million Indians suffer from depression and another 38 million Indians
suffer from anxiety disorders.
4. The contribution of mental disorders to the total disease burden in India in terms of DALYs(Disability
adjusted life year) increased from 2.5% in 1990 to 4.7% in 2017.
5. But, per 100,000 population there are psychiatrists (0.3), nurses (0.12), psychologists (0.07) and social
workers (0.07), while the desirable number is anything above 3 psychiatrists and psychologists per
100,000 population.
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Constitution and Legal mandates for Mental Health:
● Article 21- The right to a dignified life extends to right to seek Mental Health care(recognised under
Mental Health care act 2017).
● Article 47- Duty of the state to raise the level of nutrition and the standard of living and to improve
public health.
● Recent SC judgement reiterated that every person with Mental illness shall have a right to live with
dignity.
Mental Healthcare Act, 2017:
● Formation of AUTHORITY- the Central Mental Health Authority and the State Mental Health Authority.
● Formation of BOARD- Mental Health Review Board constituted by the State Authority.
● Decriminalization of Suicide- A person who attempts suicide shall be presumed to be suffering from
mental illness at that time and will not be punished under the Indian Penal Code.
● Prohibiting electro-convulsive therapy- Electro-convulsive therapy is allowed only with the use of
muscle relaxants and anaesthesia. The therapy is prohibited for minors.
● Advance Directive- The Act empowers a person with mental illness to make an advance directive that
states how he/she wants to be treated for the illness.
● Insurance: The act mandates that every insurer shall make provision for medical insurance for
treatment of mental illness on the same basis as is available for treatment of physical illness.
Rights of persons with mental illness:
1. Every person shall have the right to access mental health care and treatment from services run or
funded by the government.
2. Protection from inhuman and degraded treatment.
3. Right to Confidentiality in respect of his mental health.
NEED OF THE HOUR:
1. Increase the proportion of expenditure on mental health
care in the overall Health Budget.
2. Increase the number of trained mental health workers.
3. Increase massive awareness and sensitivity to tackle the
stigma associated with mental illness through
Campaigns like ‘Swach Mansikta Abhiyan’.
Insta Curious: The Mental Healthcare Act (MHCA), 2017, which came into force in July 2018, has significantly
reduced the scope for the use of Section 309 IPC. What is Section 309? Reference:
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. Who can be booked under Section 309 of
IPC?

2. Key provisions of the Mental Healthcare
Act (MHCA), 2017.
3. Law Commission- constitution and
composition.
4. Section 115of MHCA.

Mains Link: In recent years, suicide cases have received alarming attention, for they account for the majority of
India’s health burden. Critically analyse the high suicide death rate in the country and how India is responding
to this challenge?

What is ‘Havana Syndrome’, what does the latest report say about the
mysterious illness?
Context:
Nearly four years ago a mysterious neurological illness, referred to as “Havana syndrome”, started to afflict
American diplomats and intelligence operatives in Cuba, China, and other countries.
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●

Now, a report by the National Academies of Sciences (NAS) has found “directed” microwave radiation
to be its “plausible” cause.

What is the ‘Havana syndrome’?
In late 2016, US diplomats and other employees
stationed in Havana reported feeling ill after hearing
strange sounds and experiencing odd physical
sensations in their hotel rooms or homes.
● The symptoms included nausea, severe
headaches, fatigue, dizziness, sleep problems,
and hearing loss, which have since come to be
known as “Havana Syndrome”.
What causes the ‘Havana syndrome’?
Directed pulsed RF energy appears to be the most
plausible mechanism in explaining these cases among
those that the committee considered.
● The immediate symptoms that patients
reported including sensations of pain and buzzing sound apparently emanated from a particular
direction, or occurred in a specific spot in a room.
Insta Curious: Have you heard about Fast radio bursts detected in the Milky Way for the first time? Reference:
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. What are Microwave weapons?
2. What is Havana Syndrome? Why is it
named so?

3. Reasons behind?
4. Overview of electromagnetic spectrum.
Mains Link: What is 'Havana Syndrome'? Discuss
why it was in news recently.

Bacillus Calmette-Guerin (BCG) vaccination
Context: 100years has passed since the Bacillus Calmette–Guérin (BCG) vaccine was introduced to combat
tuberculosis (TB) on 18 July, 1921.
What is BCG Vaccine?
● Bacillus Calmette–Guérin (BCG) vaccine is a vaccine primarily used against tuberculosis (TB).
● BCG was developed by modifying a strain of Mycobacterium bovis (that causes TB in cattle). It was
first used in humans in 1921.
● Currently, BCG is the only licensed vaccine available for the prevention of TB.
● It is the world’s most widely used vaccine with about 120 million doses every year and has an excellent
safety record.
● In India, BCG was first introduced in a limited scale in 1948 and became a part of the National TB
Control Programme in 1962.
● In children, BCG provides strong protection against severe forms of TB. This protective effect is far
more variable in adolescents and adults, ranging from 0–80%.
● BCG also protects against respiratory and bacterial infections of the newborns, and other
mycobacterial diseases like leprosy and Buruli’s ulcer.
● It is also used as an immunotherapy agent in cancer of the urinary bladder and malignant melanoma.
Varying Efficacy of BCG
● BCG works well in some geographic locations and not so well in others. Generally, the farther a country
is from the equator, the higher is the efficacy.
● It has a high efficacy in the UK, Norway, Sweden and Denmark; and little efficacy in countries on or
near the equator like India, Kenya and Malawi, where the burden of TB is higher. These regions also
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have a higher prevalence of environmental mycobacteria. It is believed that these may interfere with
the protective effect against TB.
What is tuberculosis (TB)?
● TB is caused by a bacterium called Mycobacterium tuberculosis, belonging to the Mycobacteriaceae
family.
● In humans, TB most commonly affects the lungs (pulmonary TB), but it can also affect other organs
(extra-pulmonary TB).
● Unlike other historically dreaded diseases like smallpox, leprosy, plague and cholera that have been
either eradicated or controlled to a large extent, TB continues to be a major public health problem in
the world.
● According to the WHO’s Global TB Report, 10 million people developed TB in 2019 with 1.4 million
deaths. India accounts for 27% of these cases.
Way Forward
● India is committed to eliminate TB as a public health problem by 2025. To achieve this goal, we would
not only need better diagnostics and drugs but also more effective vaccines.
● We need to build on lessons learnt from the COVID-19 pandemic, and replicate the successes
achieved especially in vaccine development and prepare to address the challenges faced in ensuring
vaccine equity.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
● What is BCG?
● Difference between diseases caused by
bacteria and virus.
● What is TB?
● Highlights of Global TB report wrt India.

Mains Link:
● Discuss how BCG vaccine fights against
tuberculosis?
● Discuss the challenges faced by India in
eradicating Tuberculosis.

Topics: Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability, e-governance
applications, models, successes, limitations, and potential; citizens charters, transparency &
accountability and institutional and other measures.

Open Network for Digital Commerce (ONDC):
Context: The Union Minister of Commerce & Industry chaired a meeting for the review of the Open Network
for Digital Commerce (ONDC) initiative of Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT).
What is ONDC?
Open Network for Digital Commerce christened ONDC is
globally first-of-its-kind initiative that aims to
democratise Digital Commerce, moving it from a
platform-centric model to an open-network.
● As UPI is to the digital payment domain, ONDC is
to e-commerce in India.
● ONDC will enable, buyers and sellers to be
digitally visible and transact through an open
network, no matter what platform/application
they use.
● ONDC will empower merchants and consumers
by breaking silos to form a single network to
drive innovation and scale, transforming all
businesses from retail goods, food to mobility.
Aims and objectives:
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1. ONDC aims at promoting open networks developed on open-sourced methodology, using open
specifications and open network protocols independent of any specific platform.
2. ONDC is expected to digitize the entire value chain, standardize operations, promote inclusion of
suppliers, derive efficiencies in logistics and enhance value for consumers.
Insta Curious: The BHIM apps has three levels of authentication. What are those? Reference:
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. What is UPI?
2. What is ONDC?

3. Key features.
Mains Link: Discuss the significance of ONDC.

Topics: Role of civil services in a democracy.

Police stations must display legal aid info:
Context:
Supreme Court judge Justice U.U. Lalit has said that every police station in the country must have display
boards informing about the right to legal aid and the availability of free legal aid services.
● Justice Lalit is the Executive Chairman, National Legal Services Authority (NALSA).
About NALSA:
● NALSA has been constituted under the Legal Services Authorities Act, 1987, to provide free legal
services to weaker sections of society.
● The aim is to ensure that opportunities for securing justice are not denied to any citizen by reasons of
economic or other disabilities.
● ‘Nyaya Deep’ is the official newsletter of NALSA.
● It organises Lok Adalats for amicable settlement of disputes.
Composition:
● As per section 3(2) of Legal Service Authorities Act, the Chief Justice of India shall be the Patron-inChief.
● Second senior-most judge of the Supreme Court of India is the Executive-Chairman.
State and district legal services authorities:
In every State, the State Legal Services Authority has been constituted to give effect to the policies and
directions of the NALSA and to give free legal services to the people and conduct Lok Adalats in the State. The
State Legal Services Authority is headed by Hon’ble the Chief Justice of the respective High Court who is the
Patron-in-Chief of the State Legal Services Authority.
In every District, District Legal Services Authority has been constituted to implement Legal Services
Programmes in the District. The District Legal Services Authority is situated in the District Courts Complex in
every District and chaired by the District Judge of the respective district.
Do you know what Article 39A of the Constitution of India states?
The State shall secure that the operation of the legal system promotes justice, on a basis of equal opportunity,
and shall, in particular, provide free legal aid, by suitable legislation or schemes or in any other way, to ensure
that opportunities for securing justice are not denied to any citizen by reason of economic or other disabilities.
● The article was inserted by the Constitution (Forty-second Amendment) Act, 1976.
Insta Curious: Do you know who is Entitled to Free Legal Services under the Legal Services Authorities Act?
Reference:
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. Who appoints Patron-in-Chief and
executive chairman of NALSA?
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3. Who heads state and district legal services
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Mains Link: Discuss the roles and functions of NALSA in ensuring free legal aid to the poor and needy.
Link: https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GJP8R2J8U.1&imageview=0.

Topics: India and its neighbourhood- relations.

Pak. finalises Bill to grant new status to Gilgit-Baltistan:
Pakistani authorities have finalised a law to award provisional provincial status to strategically located GilgitBaltistan.
● As per the proposal, the Supreme Appellate Court (SAC) of Gilgit-Baltistan may be abolished and the
region’s election commission is likely to be merged with the Election Commission of Pakistan (ECP).
Current Status of Gilgit-Baltistan:
● It is an autonomous region now and with this elevation, it will become the 5th province of the
country.
● Currently, Pakistan has four provinces namely Balochistan, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Punjab, and Sindh.
India's position:
India has clearly conveyed to Pakistan that the entire Union Territories of Jammu and Kashmir and Ladakh,
including the areas of Gilgit and Baltistan, are an integral part of the country by virtue of its fully legal and
irrevocable accession.
Where is Gilgit Baltistan located?
● It borders China in the North, Afghanistan in the west and Kashmir in the south east.
● It shares a geographical boundary with Pakistan-occupied Kashmir.
● The region was a part of the erstwhile princely state of Jammu and Kashmir, but has been under
Pakistan’s control since 4th November, 1947, following the invasion of Kashmir by tribal militias and
the Pakistan army.
● The China Pakistan Economic Corridor passes through this region.
Its present status:
1. The area is currently under the occupation of Pakistan, in violation of the United Nations Commission
for India and Pakistan (UNCIP) resolution of 28 April 1949.
2. The occupation took place without the consent of the people of Gilgit-Baltistan and, despite the
UNCIP’s calls for Pakistan to withdraw its forces from the disputed area, the occupation remains to this
day.
3. For over 60 years now, the area of Gilgit-Baltistan has lacked a proper constitutional status, a working
legal system and political autonomy.
Insta Curious: Do you know about the Kohala hydropower project? Where is it located? Reference:
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. Gilgit- Baltistan- Location, neighbours and
important rivers flowing through.

2.
3.
4.
5.

What is the Karachi Agreement related to?
The 1963 Pak- China Boundary Agreement.
1972 Simla Agreement.
About PoK and CPEC.

Mains Link: Where is Gilgit- Baltistan? How it came under the control of Pakistan? Discuss.
Link: https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GJP8R2J6B.1&imageview=0.

What's behind the China-Taiwan divide?
Context:
A meeting was held recently between Taiwan and US officials amid moves by the U.S. and others to defy
Beijing’s pressure campaign aimed at compelling Taiwan to accept its view that the island is part of China.
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What's the issue?
● China has increased diplomatic, economic and military pressure on Taiwan, whose residents
overwhelmingly reject Beijing’s demand for political unification with the mainland.
● China has long blocked Taiwan from taking part in the UN and other international organizations and
has stepped up such pressure since the election of Taiwanese President Tsai Ing-wen in 2016.
China- Taiwan relations- Background:
China has claimed Taiwan through its “one China” policy since the Chinese civil war forced the defeated
Kuomintang, or Nationalist, to flee to the island in 1949 and has vowed to bring it under Beijing’s rule, by force
if necessary.
● While Taiwan is self-governed and de facto independent, it has never formally declared independence
from the mainland.
● Under the “one country, two systems” formula, Taiwan would have the right to run its own affairs; a
similar arrangement is used in Hong Kong.
Presently, Taiwan is claimed by China, which refuses diplomatic relations with countries that recognise the
region.
Indo- Taiwan relations:
● Although they do not have formal diplomatic ties,
Taiwan and India have been cooperating in various
fields.
● India has refused to endorse the “one-China”
policy since 2010.
Insta Curious:
Which all regions are administered by China under the “one country, two systems” formula? Reference:
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. Location of Taiwan and its historical
background.
2. Regions being administered by China under
One China policy.

3. Is Taiwan represented at WHO and the
United Nations?
4. Countries in South China Sea.
5. Qing dynasty.
Mains Link:
Write a note on India- Taiwan bilateral relations.

Link: https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GJ48SBFTC.1&imageview=0.

How and why should India deal with Afghanistan now?
Context:
Taliban recently seized more major cities and raced to take full control of Afghanistan with the U.S. and Britain
deploying troops to evacuate their citizens.
What is the issue?
Non-governmental player Taliban has been making advances to return to power with sheer display of violence
after USA’s decision of withdrawal from Afghanistan.
Afghanistan and its strategic location:
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Significance of Afghan stability :
● Can have spill over to Neighbouring central Asian countries like Tajikistan, Uzbekiatan etc
● Taliban resurgence will revive extremism in the region and the region can become a safe sanctuary
for Let,ISIS etc.
● Civil war in Afghanistan will lead to a refugee crisis in Central Asia and beyond.
● Afghanistan’s stability will help the Central Asian countries with the shortest access to the seaports of
the Indian ocean.
● Afghanistan has
been an important
link in the regional
trade, cultural,
playing the role of a
connecting bridge
for Central and the
rest of the world.
Why it is imperative now for
India to engage with
Taliban?
● Taliban is now having
a significant presence
in Afghanistan.
● India is already
having huge
investments in
Afghanistan.To
secure assets worth
$3 billion, India
should engage with
all parties in Afghanistan.
● Taliban engaging with Pak deep state will not be in India's best interest.
● If India does not engage now Russia, Iran, Pakistan and China will emerge as the shapers of
Afghanistan’s political and geopolitical destiny, which for sure will be detrimental to Indian interests.
● The U.S. has announced a new, surprise formation of a “Quad” on regional connectivity — U.S.Uzbekistan-Afghanistan-Pakistan that does not include India.
● India's effort to trade with Afghanistan Via Chabahar port in order to increase the economy on scale.
Need of the hour:
● Urgent need to collectively act for the safety of Afghan civilians by checking violence by Taliban
● Afghanistan should be given enough space in Central Asian architectures like SCO (Shanghai
cooperation organisation)
● The USA,Iran,China,and Russia should actively involve India to maintain stability in Afghanistan.
● Unified action for the refugee crisis if it arises.
● Indian engagement with Taliban to maintain peace with immediate neighbours.
Insta Curious: Know about the US- Taliban peace deal:
InstaLinks:
2. Afghan Crisis.
Prelims Link:
3. About NATO.
1. About Taliban.
4. India's investments in Afghanistan Projects.
Mains Link: Discuss why India should engage with Afghanistan now.
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China for adoption of cultural symbols, language in Tibet
Context: At a ceremony marking the 70th anniversary of the Chinese invasion of Tibet, a top Chinese official
said that “all-round efforts” are needed to ensure Tibetans speak standard spoken and written Chinese and
share the “cultural symbols and images of the Chinese nation.”
China-Tibet issue:
·
Tibet is a region on the Tibetan Plateau in Asia, spanning about 2.4 million km2 – nearly a quarter of
China’s territory.
·
It is the traditional homeland of the Tibetan people as well as some other ethnic groups. Tibet is the
highest region on Earth, with an average elevation of 4,900 metres.
·
The highest elevation in Tibet is Mount Everest, Earth’s highest mountain, rising 8,848m above sea
level.
·
The People’s Republic of China asserts that Tibet has been a part of China since the Mongol-led Yuan
dynasty
·
In 1951 Tibetan leaders were forced to sign a treaty dictated by China.
·
The treaty, known as the “Seventeen Point Agreement”, professes to guarantee Tibetan autonomy
and to respect the Buddhist religion but also allows the establishment of Chinese civil and military
headquarters at Lhasa (Tibet’s capital).
·
The Chinese government regards the Seventeen Point Agreement as a legal contract that was mutually
welcomed by both governments and by the Tibetan people.
·
However, the Tibetan people – including the 14th Dalai Lama – consider it invalid and as having been
signed under duress.
·
Tibet has been occupied and ruled over by China and the Chinese People's Liberation Army (PLA) since
1951 in “a calculated and systematic strategy aimed at the destruction of their national and cultural
identities" according to the 14th Dalai Lama.
·
This has often been described by the Tibetan people as a cultural genocide (Goldstein, 1998).
·
Eight years of occupation and repression led to the Tibetan Uprising of 1959, in which Tibetans
rebelled in an attempt to overthrow the Chinese government; instead, the uprising led to the fleeing of HH
the Fourteenth Dalai Lama into India, where he has lived in exile ever since.
·
A few hundred Tibetans initially followed the 14th Dalai Lama into exile, and since then hundreds of
thousands have followed

What is an electronic visa (e-visa)?
Context:
India has decided to “invalidate” or cancel all visas issued to Afghan nationals, including about 2,000 issued in
the last few months, as the Taliban began to make advances across the country.
● Now, all Afghans must enter India now only on special e-visas applied online.
Need for:
The government was concerned that passports deposited by Afghan nationals for visas, which were being
stored at the Indian Embassy and the Indian visa centre in Kabul, could get into the hands of anti-India terror
groups. As a result, the Home Ministry decided to cancel them.
What is an e- visa?
The e-visa system is an innovation introduced by the government in 2014. The facility was expanded in 20172018.
● The process has its roots in the 2010 Tourist Visa on Arrival (TVOA) scheme for Japan, Singapore,
Finland, Luxembourg and New Zealand.
● The government merged the TVOA with Electronic Travel Authorisation, thereby creating the e-visa.
The Ministry of Home Affairs is the nodal ministry that issues visas to foreigners.
Eligibility:
An e-visa also called Electronic Visa is provided in five categories—tourist, business, conference, medical, and
medical attendant.
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Exceptions:
● The facility is not available for the citizens of Pakistan and they are expected to apply for regular visas
from the Indian High Commission in Islamabad.
● E-visas are not valid for foreign diplomats which are dealt separately.
Insta Curious:
Which foreign countries have Visa free Facility? Reference:
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. What is e-visa?
2. Eligibility.
3. Benefits.

Mains Link: Write a note on e-visa scheme.
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=GQL8TP1UQ.1&imageview=0.

Topics: Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or
affecting India’s interests.

No agreement yet on Gogra, Hot Springs:
Context:
The 12th round of India-China Corps Commander Level Meeting was held recently at the Chushul-Moldo
border meeting point on the Indian side.
Background:
India has been pressing for comprehensive de-escalation of the situation in eastern Ladakh to end the standoff that began last year which includes disengagement from all friction points, de-escalation and working out
new protocols for patrolling. As part of this, meetings at various
levels are being held.
Developments so far:
So far, disengagement has been completed on the north and
south banks of Pangong Tso.
● However, the two sides have not yet reached an
agreement for disengagement at Gogra and Hot Springs
in eastern Ladakh.
Roots of India- China Border controversy:
1. India and China share a 3,488 km long boundary. Unfortunately, the entire boundary is disputed. The
line, which delineates the boundary between the two countries, is popularly called the McMahon line,
after its author Sir Henry McMahon.
2. In 1913, the British-India government had called a tripartite conference, in which the boundary
between India and Tibet was formalized after a discussion between the Indian and the Tibetans. A
Convention was adopted, which resulted in the delimitation of the Indo-Tibetan boundary. This
boundary is, however, disputed by China which terms it as illegal.
3. In 1957, China occupied Aksai Chin and built a road through it. This episode was followed by
intermittent clashes along the border, which finally culminated in the border war of 1962. The
boundary, which came into existence after the war, came to be known as Line of Actual Control (LAC).
It is a military held line.
Overview of the LAC:
It is divided into three sectors: the eastern sector which spans Arunachal Pradesh and Sikkim (1346 km), the
middle sector in Uttarakhand and Himachal Pradesh (545 km), and the western sector in Ladakh (1597 km).
1. The alignment of the LAC in the eastern sector is along the 1914 McMahon Line.
2. The McMohan line marked out previously unclaimed/undefined borders between Britain and Tibet.
3. The middle sector is the least disputed sector, while the western sector witnesses the highest
transgressions between the two sides.
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Need of the hour:
(i) LAC should be accepted and respected by both the parties.
(ii) Neither party should attempt to change the status quo unilaterally.
(iii) All agreements should be fully adhered to by both parties.
Insta Curious: Do you know where is Chushul located? Why is it named so? Reference:
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. What is LoC and how is it established,
geographical extent and significance?
2. What is LAC?
3. Where is Nathu la?
4. Where is Pangong Tso?
5. Who administers Akashi Chin?

6. Where is Naku La?
7. Who controls what in Pangong Tso lake
region?
Mains Link:
Discuss the significance of Pangong Tso for India
and China.

Link: https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GSD8R5VLS.1&imageview=0.

India's 5-point agenda to enhance maritime cooperation:
Context:
Prime Minister Narendra Modi recently presided over a UN Security Council (UNSC) Open Debate on the topicEnhancing Maritime Security.
● The UN Security Council then adopted India’s presidential statement on maritime security.
Current challenges in maritime domain:
Sea routes are the lifeline of international trade. But:
1. Sea routes are being misused for piracy and terrorism.
2. There are maritime disputes between many nations and climate change, too, is linked to the maritime
domain.
Five-point agenda laid down by PM to increase maritime cooperation:
1. Removal of barriers to legitimate maritime trade.
2. Resolution of maritime disputes peacefully in accordance with international law.
3. Fight threats from natural disasters, non-state actors.
4. Conservation of marine resources.
5. Promoting responsible maritime connectivity.
Efforts by India to enhance maritime cooperation:
1. ‘SAGAR’ Security and Growth for All in the Region.
2. Indian Navy has been patrolling to counter piracy in the Indian Ocean since 2008.
3. White Shipping Information Fusion Centre.
4. Support for hydrographic surveying and training of maritime security personnel to several countries.
5. India's 'Deep Ocean Mission'.
Insta Curious: Do you know about Blue finance & Blue Bonds? Read Here
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. About SAGAR.
2. About Information Fusion Centre.

3. What is Deep Ocean Mission?
4. What are Polymetallic nodules?
5. About UNSC.

Mains Link: Discuss the significance of five-point agenda laid down by PM to increase maritime cooperation.
Link: https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=G388RVN37.1&imageview=0.
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Greater Malé Connectivity Project (GMCP):
Context:
Maldives government has officially signed an agreement with Mumbai-based company AFCONS, for the
construction of the Greater Malé Connectivity Project (GMCP).
Background:
The seeds of the project were planted during India's External Affairs Minister’s visit to Malé in September 2019.
About the project:
● This infrastructure project is the largestever by India in the Maldives.
● It involves the construction of a 6.74-kmlong bridge and causeway link that will
connect the Maldives capital Malé with
the neighbouring islands of Villingli,
Gulhifalhu and Thilafushi.
● This project was funded by India in a
grant of $100 million, with a line of credit
of $400 million.
Why were these islands chosen?
In the island of Gulhifalhu, a port is at present being built under the Indian line of credit. Located some 6
kilometers from Malé, since 2016, the island has been promoted by the Maldives government as a strategic
location for manufacturing, warehousing and distribution facilities due to its proximity to the capital city.
Island of Thilafushi: Located 7 km from the capital, the artificial island of Thilafushi was created and designated
as a landfill in the early 1990s, to receive garbage created mostly in Malé.
Significance of the project:
The GMCP is not only the biggest project India is doing in the Maldives but also the biggest infrastructure
project in the Maldives overall.
● This project is significant because it facilitates inter-island connectivity in the country.
● Also, the GMCP is concrete proof that India is a robust development partner of the Maldives in addition
to being the First Responder in times of any emergency in the Maldives.
Need for this project:
Transport is a major challenge for residents who have to take boats or seaplanes to distant islands. Locals take
ferries or boats. It becomes even more difficult during the monsoons when the seas are rough. This bridge that
would connect Malé with the three neighbouring islands would ease the process.
What is Line of Credit (LOC)?
● The Line of Credit is not a grant but a ‘soft loan’ provided on concessional interest rates to developing
countries, which has to be repaid by the borrowing government.
Insta Curious: Do you know about the Sinamalé Bridge built by China in Maldives? Read here.
Link: https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/india-maldives-mega-infra-project-signing-explained7472592/lite/.

The Malabar Exercise of Quad nations:
Context:
Navies of the four member nations of the Quadrilateral Security Dialogue, or the Quad — India, the United
States, Japan, and Australia —participated in the 25th edition of the Malabar Exercise, which was held off the
coast of Guam in the Pacific Ocean.
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Overview of Malabar:
Malabar began as a bilateral naval exercise between India and the U.S. in 1992, and was expanded into a
trilateral format with the inclusion of Japan in 2015.
What is Quad grouping?
● The quadrilateral formation includes Japan, India, United States and Australia.
● All four nations find a common ground of being the democratic nations and common interests of
unhindered maritime trade and security.
● The idea was first mooted by Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe in 2007. However, the idea couldn’t
move ahead with Australia pulling out of it.
● It then met for the first time in 2007 on the sidelines of the Association of South East Asian Nations
(ASEAN) summit.
● The intention was to enhance maritime cooperation between the four nations.
Significance of the grouping:
● Quad is an opportunity for like-minded countries to share notes and collaborate on projects of mutual
interest.
● Members share a vision of an open and free Indo-Pacific.
● It is one of the many avenues for interaction among India, Australia, Japan and the US and should not
be seen in an exclusive context.
● In March 2020, the Quad members held a meeting with representatives from New Zealand, South
Korea and Vietnam to discuss their respective approaches to the COVID-19 pandemic. Instigated by the
US, this new grouping of key Indo-Pacific states was called "Quad Plus".
Why is China concerned about these developments?
1. Beijing has long opposed a coalition of democracies in the Indo-Pacific region.
2. It sees the maritime Quadrilateral as an Asian-NATO that seeks only to contain China’s rise.
3. Also, at a time of strained bilateral ties with China, India’s intention to involve Australia in the Malabar
drill could only be construed as a move directed against Beijing.
Insta Curious: Have you heard of RIC Grouping? What are its objectives? Read this.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. Quad- formation and members.
2. Malabar exercise- formation and
participants.
3. Asia Pacific region vs Indo- Pacific region:
Overview of geography.

4. Important islands in South China Sea.
5. Islands in Indian Ocean Region and related
facts like 6 degree channel etc.
Mains Link: Discuss why expansion of Malabar
Exercise to include Australia is important for India.

Topics: Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries on India’s
interests, Indian diaspora.

How is Hong Kong administered?
Context:
Hong Kong leader Carrie Lam recently said she supports the implementation of a mainland Chinese law in Hong
Kong to respond to foreign sanctions, the strongest signal yet that the city is set to adopt the legislation.
● The law is proposed to be introduced through Hong Kong legislation rather than Beijing legislation, by
adding it to an annex of Hong Kong's mini-constitution, known as the Basic Law.
What's the law all about?
1. Beijing adopted a law in June under which individuals or entities involved in making or implementing
discriminatory measures against Chinese citizens or entities could be put on a Chinese government
anti-sanctions list.
2. Under China's law, such individuals could then be denied entry into China or be expelled.
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3. Their assets in China may be seized or frozen. They could also be restricted from doing business with
entities or people in China.
Why was such a law introduced?
The law comes as the United States and European Union step up pressure on China over trade, technology,
Hong Kong and the far western region of Xinjiang
Concerns and issues associated with the law:
Critics have warned that Hong Kong's adoption of the law could undermine its reputation as a global financial
hub.
How is Hong Kong ruled?
It is ruled under One Country Two Systems
approach.
As per the policy, the Hong Kong and Macau Special
Administrative Regions, both former colonies, can
have different economic and political systems from
that of mainland China, while being part of the
People’s Republic of China.
Hong Kong returned to Chinese control on July 1,
1997, and Macau’s sovereignty was transferred on
December 20, 1999.
● The regions would have their own
currencies, economic and legal systems, but defence and diplomacy would be decided by Beijing.
● Their mini-Constitutions would remain valid for 50 years — till 2047 for Hong Kong and 2049 for
Macau. It is unclear what will happen after this term.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. About Hong Kong.
2. When did it become independent?

3. About One Country Two Systems approach.
4. Highlights of the law.
Mains Link: Discuss the implications of the law.

Link: https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GKE8S3JCE.1&imageview=0.

China's three-child policy:
Context:
China’s legislature has formally amended the country’s family planning rules to allow couples to have three
children, also announcing a number of policy measures aimed at boosting declining birth rates.
What necessitated this?
The changes come in the wake of China’s once-in-ten year population census that recorded rapidly declining
birth rates over the past decade.
● The National Bureau of Statistics said that 12 million babies were born last year, the lowest number
since 1961.
Firstly, why was one-child policy implemented?
China embarked upon its one-child policy in 1980, when the Communist Party was concerned that the
country’s growing population, which at the time was approaching one billion, would impede economic
progress.
● It was enforced through several means, including incentivising families financially to have one child,
making contraceptives widely available, and imposing sanctions against those who violated the policy.
Criticisms associated with this policy:
Chinese authorities have long hailed the policy as a success, claiming that it helped the country avert severe
food and water shortages by preventing up to 40 crore people from being born.
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However, the one-child limit was also a source of discontent, as:
1. The state used brutal tactics such as forced abortions and sterilisations.
2. It violated human rights, and was unfair to poorer Chinese since the richer ones could afford to pay
economic sanctions if they violated the policy.
3. It gave way for enforcing reproductive limits as a tool for social control.
4. It affected the sex ratio- skewed towards males.
5. It led to abortion of female fetuses rose and so did the number of girls who were placed in orphanages
or abandoned.
6. It made China’s population age faster than other countries, impacting the country’s growth potential.
Why was it discontinued?
Fears of a rapidly ageing population undermining economic growth forced the ruling Communist Party to allow
two children per married couple.
What necessitated further reforms?
While the relaxation did result in some improvement in the proportion of young people in the country, the
policy change was deemed insufficient in averting an impending demographic crisis.
Challenges ahead:
Experts say relaxing limits on reproductive rights alone cannot go a long way in averting an unwanted
demographic shift.
The main factors behind fewer children being born are:
1. Rising costs of living, education and supporting ageing parents.
2. Country’s pervasive culture of long working hours.
3. Many couples believing that one child is enough, and some expressing no interest in having children.
Know about China's latest census report,
Insta Curious: Have a brief overview of UP's Two Child Policy. Reference:
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. What is one child policy?
2. Family planning in India.

3. Schemes and policies by Government in
this regard.
Mains Link: Discuss the issues associated with One
Child Policy.

Link: https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GP88T8OV3.1&imageview=0.

Oslo I Accord and Israel- Palestine Conflict:
Context:
August 20, 2021 marks 28 years since the Oslo I Accord was finalized and signed after multiple rounds of
intense secret negotiations, in a bid to advance a lasting peace process for the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.
What was Oslo I Accord?
Oslo Accords are a series of agreements between Israel and the Palestinians signed in the 1990s.
1. Oslo I (1993) is formally known as the Declaration of Principles (DOP).
2. The accord was the result of secret negotiations facilitated by then-US president Bill Clinton, and later
followed up in 1995 by the Oslo II Accord.
3. Oslo Accords were heralded by many as the closest to ever truly solving the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.
4. However, the Accords in reality had served as an interim agreement between Israel and the PLO that
provided a framework by which both sides could operate together in the West Bank and Gaza, in lieu
of Palestinian statehood.
5. It saw the transformation of the PLO into the Palestinian Authority, which was now seen as the
legitimate governing body of the Palestinians.
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6. The agreement also mandated that Israel recognize the PLO's new role as the representative of the
Palestinian people, as well as mandating the Palestinian recognition of Israel's right to exist.
7. It created the most substantive changes to the West Bank and Gaza since Israel won control of the
territory during the 1967 Six Day War.
About Oslo II:
Oslo II, officially called the Israeli-Palestinian Interim Agreement on the West Bank and Gaza, expanded on
Oslo I. It included provisions for the complete withdrawal of Israeli troops from six West Bank cities and about
450 towns. Additionally, the pact set a timetable for elections for the Palestinian Legislative Council.
Insta Curious: In the 1967 Six-Day War, Israel captured the Sinai Peninsula and the Gaza Strip from Egypt, the
West Bank and eastern Jerusalem from Jordan, and the Golan Heights from Syria. Locate these locations on
map and also know more about the war. Reference: read this.
6. About Oslo Accords.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
Mains Link:
1. About Jerusalem.
Write a note on Israel-Palestine conflict.
2. Six day war.
3. Israel Palestine conflict.
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
4. Gaza strip.
rticle?OrgId=GFL8TEJ4K.1&imageview=0.
5. Where is Al-Aqsa Mosque?

India and Russia Ties amidst uncertainties in Afghanistan:
Context: Amid unprecedented developments in the region, India and Russia have a series of engagements
lined up in the next few months leading up to the summit between the two leaders.
Facts for prelims:
● Indian pavilion showcasing ‘Make in India’ in the defence sector at the International Army 2021 expo
in Moscow.
● INS Tabartook part in naval exercises with the Russian Navy as part of INDRA-NAVY 2021.
● 250 troops from the First Mechanized Regiment will be taking part in the INDRA-ARMY 2021 in
Volgograd.
● 200 strong battalion from 3 Nagas to come for ZAPAD exercises in Russia in September.
Uncertainty in Afghanistan and its impact on Indo-Russian ties:
● The fast-changing developments in Afghanistan have, of course, taken everyone by surprise —
unexpected as to their speed, as well as their consequences.
● Security ramifications: India and Russia are in affected even more due to the rise of Islamic
fundamentalist and radical groups.
o The sanctuary that could be claimed by terror groups – their impact on security interests- both
for India and Russia and the impact on normal inter-state relations especially with respect to
Central Asia.
o The additional threats emanating from drug trafficking, organized crime and the flow of
refugees. This could potentially upend the very foundations of interstate relations in the
broader region.
Ongoing and upcoming Defence Projects with Russia:
● The S-400 anti-aircraft weapon system will be delivered shortly.
● Manufacture of two frigates of Project 1135.6 in Kaliningrad, in parallel with the production of 3rd and
4th units of the same frigates at the Goa shipyard.
● Production of AK-203 advanced assault Kalashnikov rifle which will be produced by an India-Russia
joint venture in Uttar Pradesh, which when completed will be a 100% Indian product.
● The Kamov Ka-226, twin-engine Russian utility helicopter, one more project as part of made in India.
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●
●

Reciprocal Exchange of Logistics Agreement (RELOS) and a Navy-to-Navy cooperation MoU planned to
be signed later this year.
A 2+2 mechanism at Ministerial level is envisaged to hold its first meeting in Delhi later this year.

Deepening Trade ties with Russia:
● The Joint Commission on Economic and Trade Cooperation, co-Chaired by Deputy Prime Minister
Borisov on the Russian side and the External Affairs Minister Dr. S. Jaishankar on the Indian side to
meet and discuss various aspects of trade.
● The major components are coking coal for our growing steel industry or fertilizers for our expanding
agriculture sector.
● Prime Minister has announced an export target of 400 billion dollars.
● PM announced a 1-billion-dollar credit line for India’s business participation in Russia’s Far East, which
is geo-politically and economically significant.
● Indian investments in major projects such as Vostok Oil, which is one of the largest energy projects in
the world, Arctic LNG and petrochemical sector in Russia as well as Russian investments in the very
attractive Indian energy sector are being considered.
Science and Technology Cooperation:
● Joint Commission on Science and Technology:Proposal to establish a separate Joint Commission on
Science and Technology Cooperation which would encompass high technology areas such as artificial
intelligence, cyber, quantum, nano, bio-advances etc.
● climate change: Cooperation on Hydrogen Economy.Adapting our economies to the imperatives of
climate change.
● Vaccine: Cooperation in production of new vaccines, building on our cooperation on Sputnik V is
another promising area.
● Nuclear Energy:On the nuclear front, construction of 6 nuclear reactors in Kudankulam and the amount
of indigenization and technologies that are used in India is increasing.
o India and Russia are working closely Rooppur nuclear power project in Bangladesh
o In other projects as well, especially in third country markets, India and Russia have the
potential of designing a nuclear reactor specifically for developing countries and this too is a
very promising area of cooperation.
● Space Technology: Space and nuclear power continue to be two important pillars of our cooperation
with Russia.
o In March this year, upcoming astronauts completed a year-long program of training of fourIAF
officers in the Russian Space Academy.
o India-Russia Cooperation in the space field, on Gaganyaan would continue in certain other
aspects. Russia is helping us with the design of view ports and life support systems.
o The space suits are being stitched in Russia and the Astronauts will be coming here to Moscow
to undertake individual-wise tailoring measurements.
Way forward:
• Set up a mechanism that would provide for quality conversations between India and Russia that would
be action oriented, to align our interests in such a way that our security interests bilaterally.
• As Indiabelong to this region, unlike extra regional powers, India and Russia will need to work together
even more than before.
• It is important for India and Russia to adapt to new realities, step up their cooperation and to insulate
and protect their national interests from the instability that is expected to radiate out of Afghanistan
for some time to come.
• This is vital for protecting India’s continental security interests.
Insta-curious: Do you know the historical timeline of Afghanistan? Reference
InstaLinks
Prelims link
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3. About NATO.
4. India’s investments in Afghanistan
Projects.

Mains link: Discuss how India should engage with
Afghanistan now.

Topics: Important International institutions, agencies and fora, their structure, mandate.

India assumes UNSC presidency:
Context:
India has assumed the rotating Presidency of the United Nations Security Council for the month of August.
● This is India's tenth tenure.
● This is also India's first presidency in the UNSC during its 2021-22 tenure as a non-permanent
member of the UNSC.
About Security Council Presidency:
1. The presidency of the Council is held by each of the members in turn for one month, following the
English alphabetical order of the Member States names.
2. It rotates among the 15 member-states of the council monthly.
3. The head of the country's delegation is known as the President of the United Nations Security
Council.
4. The president serves to coordinate actions of the council, decide policy disputes, and sometimes
functions as a diplomat or intermediary between conflicting groups.
About UNSC:
● The United Nations Charter established six main organs of the United Nations, including the United
Nations Security Council (UNSC).
● The Security Council has the power to make decisions that member states are then obligated to
implement under the Charter.
● Each year, the General Assembly elects five non-permanent members for a two-year term.
Its powers include the establishment of peacekeeping operations, the establishment of international sanctions,
and the authorization of military action through Security Council resolutions; it is the only UN body with the
authority to issue binding resolutions to member states.
Members: The Security Council consists of fifteen members. Russia, the United Kingdom, France, China, and
the United States—serve as the body’s five permanent members. These permanent members can veto any
substantive Security Council resolution, including those on the admission of new member states or candidates
for Secretary-General.
The Security Council also has 10 non-permanent members, elected on a regional basis to serve two-year
terms. The body’s presidency rotates monthly among its members.
Proposed UNSC reforms:
Reform of the United Nations Security Council (UNSC) encompasses five key issues: categories of membership,
the question of the veto held by the five permanent members, regional representation, the size of an enlarged
Council and its working methods, and the Security Council-General Assembly relationship. There is also a
proposal to admit more permanent members.
India’s demands:
India has been calling for the reform of the UN Security Council along with Brazil, Germany and Japan for long,
emphasizing that it rightly deserves a place at the UN high table as a permanent member.
Case for Permanent Membership of India in UNSC:
1. India is the founding member of the UN.
2. Most significantly, India has almost twice the number of peacekeepers deployed on the ground than by
P5 countries.
3. India is also the largest democracy and second-most populous country.
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4. India's acquired status of a Nuclear Weapons State (NWS) in May 1998 also makes India a natural
claimant as a permanent member similar to the existing permanent members who are all Nuclear
Weapon States.
5. India is the undisputed leader of the Third world countries, as reflected by its leadership role in NonAligned Movement and G-77 grouping.
Insta Curious: Have you heard about the "coffee club", which is an informal grouping comprising 40-odd
members? What are its objectives? Reference:
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. About UNSC.
2. Members.
3. Election.

4. Functions.
5. About the UNSC Presidency.
6. About the UN Charter.
Mains Link: Discuss the need for reforms in UNSC.

Link: https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GJP8R2J7R.1&imageview=0.

Indian supports Palestine peace process
Topics covered: Important international institutions, agencies and fora, their structure, mandate.
Context: India extended its support to restart the peace process between Israel and Palestine in a recent UN
Security Council meeting
More on this news:
● India reiterated its commitment to ‘the establishment of a sovereign, independent and viable state of
Palestine, within secure, recognised and mutually agreed borders, living side by side with Israel in
peace and security’
● The issue of Afghanistan was also taken up at the meeting. A draft resolution is set to be taken up
which seeks protection of civilians and security guarantees for humanitarian access from Taliban. The
resolution will also be used to enforce a window of evacuation for foreign nationals who continue to
remain stuck in Kabul.
● India’s presidency of the UN Security Council is set to end this month. The presidency of the Council is
held by each of the members in turn for one month, following the English alphabetical order of the
Member States names.
Israel- Palestine conflict- Historical Background:
● The conflict has been ongoing for more than 100 years between Jews and Arabs over a piece of land
between Jordan River and the Mediterranean Sea.
● It was between 1882 to 1948, when the Jews from around the world gathered in Palestine. This
movement came to be known as Aliyahs.
● Then in 1917, Ottoman Empire fell after World War 1 and the UK got control over Palestine.
● The land was inhabited by a Jewish minority and Arab majority.
● The Balfour Declaration was issued after Britain gained control with the aim of establishing a home for
the Jews in Palestine. However during that period the Arabs were in majority in Palestine.
● Jews favored the idea while the Palestinians rejected it. Almost 6 million Jews lost their lives in the
Holocaust which also ignited further demand of a separate Jewish state.
● Jews claimed Palestine to be their natural home while the Arabs too did not leave the land and claimed
it.
● The international community supported the Jews.
● In 1947, the UN voted for Palestine to be split into separate Jewish and Arab states, with Jerusalem
becoming an international city.
● That plan was accepted by Jewish leaders but rejected by the Arab side and never implemented.
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The creation of Israel and the ‘Catastrophe’:
● It was in the year 1948 that Britain lifted its control over
the area and Jews declared the creation of
Israel. Although Palestinians objected, Jews did not back
out which led to an armed conflict.
● The neighboring Arabs also invaded and were thrashed by
the Israeli troops. This made thousands of Palestinians flee
their homes. This was called Al-Nakba, or the
“Catastrophe”.
● Israel had gained maximum control over the territory after
this came to an end.
● Jordan then went on a war with Israel and seized control
over a part of the land which was called the West Bank,
and Egypt occupied Gaza.
● Jerusalem was divided between Israel in the West and Jordan in the East. However, no formal peace
agreement was signed, each side continued to blame each other for the tension and the region saw
more wars.
● Israeli forces captured East Jerusalem and the West Bank, various areas of Syrian Golan Heights, Gaza
and the Egyptian Sinai Peninsula in the year 1967.
Present scenario:
● Israel still occupies the West Bank, and although it pulled out of Gaza the UN still regards that piece of
land as part of occupied territory.
● Israel claims the whole of Jerusalem as its capital, while the Palestinians claim East Jerusalem as the
capital of a future Palestinian state.
● Tensions escalated in recent month over Israel’s actions concerning Al-Asqa mosque in East Jerusalem.
InstaLinks:
Prelims link:
1. What is Israel-Palestine issue?
2. Contested boundaries between the two
3. West bank settlement issue
4. Stand taken by UN, Israel, Palestine on this
issue

5. Challenges posed by this issue
6. India’s stand
Mains link: Impact of Israel-Palestine issue on the
region and its impact on India’s interests

Who is an emergency arbitrator in Singapore International Arbitration
Centre (SIAC)?
Context:
The Supreme Court has ruled in favour of e-commerce giant Amazon against the proposed ₹24,713 crore
merger deal between Future Retail Limited (FRL) and Reliance Retail.
● The court has also upheld the validity and enforceability of a Singapore-based Emergency Arbitrator
(EA) award (October 2020 award), which restrained FRL, India’s second largest offline retailer, from
going ahead with the disputed transaction.
What's the issue?
(Note: just have a brief overview of the case. No details are necessary about the case from the exam's
perspective).
Future Group and Reliance Industries Limited had signed a Rs 24,713-crore deal in August 2020 for Future
Retail to sell its retail, wholesale, logistics and warehousing units to Reliance Retail and Fashionstyle.
● Amazon is Future Group's Indian partner.
● Amazon says Future violated a partnership contract with the asset sale to its rival and wants to scuttle
it, while the indebted Indian group says it would collapse if the transaction fails.
www.insightsonindia.com
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What has the Supreme Court ruled?
The award by Emergency Arbitrator in SIAC is “exactly like an order
of an arbitral tribunal” contemplated under Section 17 of the
Arbitration and Conciliation Act, 1996 Act Hence, an award by the
EA was like an order under Section 17(1) (interim measures
ordered by an arbitral tribunal) of the Act.
● Therefore, no appeal would lie under Section 37 of the
Arbitration Act against an order of enforcement of an
Emergency Arbitrator’s order.
Why did Amazon approach SIAC?
The parties in a deal usually sign a contractual agreement which specifies about:
1. The arbitral institution administering the arbitration.
2. The applicable rules.
3. The seat of arbitration.
In this case Amazon and Future Group have under their agreement agreed to refer their disputes to SIAC, with
Singapore presumably being the contractual choice for the seat/place of arbitration.
How is the dispute taken up at the SIAC? What is the procedure to be followed?
Once a dispute is referred to arbitration, the process of appointment of the arbitral tribunal takes place.
Composition: Typically, in case of a three member tribunal, both the parties appoint one member each to the
tribunal, while the third member is jointly appointed by the two nominees or, if they fail to agree, by SIAC.
Appointment of an Emergency Arbitrator:
Appointment of the arbitral tribunal usually takes time.
● Therefore, under the rules of SIAC, parties can move SIAC to appoint an emergency arbitrator to get
urgent interim relief, even as the process of appointment of the main arbitral tribunal is underway.
What happens when the parties don’t comply with the order voluntarily?
Currently under Indian law, there is no express mechanism for enforcement of the orders of the Emergency
Arbitrator.
But, the parties voluntarily comply with the Emergency Award.
● However, if the parties don’t comply with the order voluntarily, then the party which has won the
emergency award, in this case Amazon, can move the High Court in India under Section 9 of the
Arbitration & Conciliation Act, 1996, to get similar reliefs as granted by the Emergency Arbitrator.
Why has Singapore become the hub of international arbitration?
● Foreign investors investing in India typically want to avoid the rigmarole of the Indian courts.
● Foreign investors feel that Singapore is neutral ground for dispute resolution.
● Singapore itself over time has built a stellar reputation as jurisdiction driven by rule of law with
international standards and high integrity. This gives comfort to investors that the arbitration process
will be quick, fair and just”.
According to the 2019 annual report of SIAC, India was the top user of its arbitration seat with 485 cases
being referred to SIAC, followed by Philippines at 122, China at 76 and the United States at 65.
Does India has any international arbitration centre?
Yes. India now has its own international arbitration centre in Mumbai.
About Singapore International Arbitration Centre (SIAC):
It is a not-for-profit international arbitration organisation based in Singapore, which administers arbitrations
under its own rules of arbitration and the United Nations Commission on International Trade Law (UNCITRAL)
Arbitration Rules.
Insta Curious: Do you know about the UN Convention on International Settlement Agreements? Reference:
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InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. What is Arbitration?
2. About SIAC.
3. Overview of the Arbitration & Conciliation
Act, 1996.

4. About UNCITRAL.
Mains Link: Discuss why has Singapore become the
hub of international arbitration?

Link: https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GNM8RLUSU.1&imageview=0.

Why should India be given a permanent seat at UNSC?
Context:
The US administration under Biden has continued to remain non-committal on support for India’s UNSC bid.
● However, the Obama and Trump administrations had supported a permanent seat for India on the
Security Council.
What has the US said?
The U.S. has offered qualified support for building a consensus for enlargement of the UNSC — in terms of
permanent and non-permanent members. However, it said it would not support an expansion of the veto —
given to the P-5, the current five permanent members: China, France, Russia, the U.K and the U.S.
Who else has opposed India's bid?
The Uniting for Consensus (UFC) group — Pakistan, South Korea, Italy and Argentina — opposes the G4 plan.
China also opposes the bids of India and Japan.
India’s claims to a permanent seat in the UNSC are based on the following grounds:
1. Represents one-sixth of the global population.
2. Among the founding members of the U.N.
3. Always upheld its principles and credentials while some other countries consider the organisation as
merely a talk shop.
4. Impressive contribution towards the UN Peacekeeping Force (UNPKF).
5. An emerging economic power.
Who are G4 Nations?
The G4 nations comprising Brazil, Germany, India, and Japan are four countries which support each other’s
bids for permanent seats on the United Nations Security Council.
Basis for these demands:
● Each of these four countries have figured among the elected non-permanent members of the council
since the UN’s establishment.
● Their economic and political influence has grown significantly in the last decades, reaching a scope
comparable to the permanent members (P5).
In general, what UNSC reforms are necessary at present?
● Permanent seats should be given in the council for these countries.
● There is a clear need for an enhanced role of developing countries and of major contributors to the
United Nations to make the Council more legitimate, effective and representative.
● Africa needs to be represented in both the permanent and non-permanent categories to correct the
historical injustice against this continent with regard to its under-representation.
● Need for text-based negotiations within a fixed time frame for the UNSC reform.
Insta Curious: India is currently (in 2021 and 2022) a non-permanent member of the UNSC and is president for
the month of August. How is UNSC Presidency decided? Reference:
InstaLinks:
www.insightsonindia.com
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1. Name the permanent members of UNSC?
2. How are non-permanent members
elected?
3. Voting powers at UNSC.

4. How are non-permanent seats distributed?
5. UNGA vs UNSC.
6. What is the G4 group?

Mains Link: Discuss why India should be given a permanent seat at the UNSC.

UNCLOS (United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea):
Context:
Overcoming resistance from China, an unprecedented India-led UN Security Council session recently
highlighted the primacy of the UNCLOS. A concept note incorporating the framework was also circulated in this
regard.
Implications and significance of the move:
1. As per the UNSC Presidential statement, "UNCLOS is the legal framework applicable to activities in the
oceans, including countering illicit activities at sea."
2. The framework highlights the importance of enhancing international and regional cooperation to
counter threats to maritime safety and security. It also calls for efforts by regional and sub-regional
organizations and individual countries in this regard.
3. Also, this was the first ever standalone discussion on "Maritime Security" in the UN Security Council
(UNSC).
China's response:
China submitted diplomatically to asserting the primacy of UNCLOS under severe international pressure.
● China’s aggressive actions in the South China Sea and East China Sea, islandbuilding and bullying of
countries by its fishing militia have been a source of international concern.
● Even though the Permanent Court of Arbitration (PCA) under UNCLOS ruled in 2016 that China’s
activities in the South China Sea are illegal, Beijing has continued undeterred, leading to growing
tensions.
About UNCLOS:
Adopted and signed in 1982. It became effective in the year 1994.
It replaced the four Geneva Conventions of April, 1958, which respectively concerned the territorial sea and
the contiguous zone, the continental shelf, the high seas, fishing and conservation of living resources on the
high seas.
● The Convention has become the legal framework for marine and maritime activities.
● Also known as Law of the Sea, it divides marine areas into five main zones namely- Internal Waters,
Territorial Sea, Contiguous Zone, Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) and the High Seas.
● UNCLOS is the only international convention which stipulates a framework for state jurisdiction in
maritime spaces. It provides a different legal status to different maritime zones.
The Convention has created three new institutions on the international scene:
1. The International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea.
2. The International Seabed Authority.
3. The Commission on the Limits of the Continental Shelf.
Insta Curious: Do you know about the Convention on the High Seas? Reference:
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. About Continental Shelf.
2. About International Seabed Authority.

3.
4.
5.
6.

About UNCLOS.
About EEZ.
What is PCA?
About South China Sea dispute.

Link: https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=G388RVN37.1&imageview=0.
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International Criminal Court:
Context: Sudan has decided to hand long-time autocrat Omar al-Bashir to the International Criminal Court
along with other officials wanted over the Darfur conflict.
Background:
Mr. Bashir has been wanted by the ICC for more than a decade over charges of genocide, war crimes and
crimes against humanity in the Sudanese region.
What is Darfur conflict?
● The Darfur war broke out in 2003 when non-Arab rebels took up arms complaining of systematic
discrimination by Bashir's Arab-dominated government.
● The United Nations says 300,000 people were killed and 2.5 million displaced in the Darfur conflict.
About ICC:
● The International Criminal Court (ICC), located in The Hague, is the court of last resort for prosecution
of genocide, war crimes, and crimes against humanity.
● It is the first permanent, treaty based, international criminal court established to help end impunity
for the perpetrators of the most serious crimes of concern to the international community.
● Its founding treaty, the Rome Statute, entered into force on July 1, 2002.
Funding:
Although the Court’s expenses are funded primarily by States Parties, it also receives voluntary contributions
from governments, international organisations, individuals, corporations and other entities.
Composition and voting power:
The Court’s management oversight and
legislative body, the Assembly of States
Parties, consists of one representative from
each state party.
● Each state party has one vote and
“every effort” has to be made to reach
decisions by consensus. If consensus
cannot be reached, decisions are
made by vote.
● The Assembly is presided over by a
president and two vice-presidents,
who are elected by the members to
three-year terms.
Insta Curious: Did you know about the Arbitration Council of India? What are its composition and functions?
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. Differences between ICJ and ICC.
2. Geographical locations of these
organisations and overview of surrounding
countries.

3.
4.
5.
6.

Doha accord between US and Taliban.
What is Rome statute?
Location of Afghanistan.
US taliban peace deal- overview.

Mains Link: Write a note on ICC.

Link: https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GEH8S7INC.1&imageview=0.

UN peacekeepers:
Context:
www.insightsonindia.com
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External Affairs Minister, S. Jaishankar has announced the rollout of a technological platform in partnership
with the UN — ‘UNITE Aware’ — to help enhance the safety of UN peacekeepers. The platform has been used
in four UN missions.
● This was announced during the recent United Nations Security Council (UNSC) open debate on
technology and peacekeeping.
The minister has also outlined a four-point framework for securing the peacekeepers:
1. Need for the deployment of proven, cost-effective and field-serviceable technologies that were
environmentally friendly in their construction.
2. Peacekeepers needed sound information and intelligence.
3. Need for precise positioning and overhead visualisation.
4. Investment in capacity building and training of peacekeepers with regard to technology.
Outcomes of the meet:
A Memorandum of Understanding has been announced between India and the UN in support of the
“Partnership for Technology in Peacekeeping” initiative and the UN C4ISR Academy for Peace Operations
(UNCAP).
UNITE AWARE:
UNITE AWARE is a mobile tech platform developed by India to provide terrain-related information to the UN
peacekeepers so as to ensure their safety. It is being developed in partnership with the UN Department of
Peacekeeping Operations and the Department of Operational Support. India has spent 1.64 million USD for this
project.
How are UN Peacekeeping operations funded?
● While decisions about establishing, maintaining or expanding a peacekeeping operation are taken by
the Security Council, the financing of UN Peacekeeping operations is the collective responsibility of
all UN Member States.
● Every Member State is legally obligated to pay their respective share towards peacekeeping. This is in
accordance with the provisions of Article 17 of the Charter of the United Nations.
The top 5 providers of assessed contributions to United Nations Peacekeeping operations for 2020-2021 are:
1. United States (27.89%).
2. China (15.21%).
3. Japan (8.56%).
4. Germany (6.09%).
5. United Kingdom (5.79%).
What is peacekeeping? It’s significance?
● United Nations Peacekeeping is a joint effort between the Department of Peace Operations and the
Department of Operational Support.
● Every peacekeeping mission is authorized by the Security Council.
Composition:
1. UN peacekeepers (often referred to as Blue Berets or Blue Helmets because of their light blue berets
or helmets) can include soldiers, police officers, and civilian personnel.
2. Peacekeeping forces are contributed by member states on a voluntary basis.
3. Civilian staff of peace operations are international civil servants, recruited and deployed by the UN
Secretariat.
UN Peacekeeping is guided by three basic principles:
1. Consent of the parties.
2. Impartiality.
3. Non-use of force except in self-defence and defence of the mandate.
www.insightsonindia.com

103

InsightsIAS

Insta Curious: Did you know that In 2007, India became the first country to deploy an all-women contingent to
a UN peacekeeping mission? Know about the current 13 peacekeeping operations,
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. Who funds peacekeeping operations?
2. Role of UNSC.
3. Composition of Peacekeepers?
4. Why peacekeepers are called as Blue
Helmets?

5. Guiding principles of UN peacekeeping.
6. Ongoing peacekeeping missions.
Mains Link: Write a note on UN Peacekeeping and
its significance.

Link: https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=G208T14LV.1&imageview=0.

UN Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA):
Context:
World leaders are planning to meet to discuss the renewal of the mandate of the UN Assistance Mission in
Afghanistan (UNAMA), which expires on September 17.
Background:
Taliban has launched a major nationwide offensive in the wake of the withdrawal of foreign troops over the
past few months.
What is UNAMA?
● UNAMA was established on 28 March 2002 by United Nations Security Council Resolution 1401.
● It was basically established to assist the state and the people of Afghanistan in laying the foundations
for sustainable peace and development.
● Its original mandate was to support the implementation of the Bonn Agreement (December 2001).
● Reviewed annually, this mandate has been altered over time to reflect the needs of the country.
● UNAMA is an integrated mission. This means that the Special Political Mission, all UN agencies, funds
and programmes, work in a multidimensional and integrated manner to better assist Afghanistan
according to nationally defined priorities.
What is the Bonn Agreement?
● Bonn was a closed-door negotiation; participants were isolated, outside contact was limited during the
negotiations, and there was no publicity until after the agreement was signed.
● The existing nominal head of state (Rabbani) was sidelined and did not participate, and the Taliban
were completely excluded from the Bonn negotiations.
● The United Nations and several other international actors played major roles in pushing the
negotiations forward, and the Bonn Agreement was blessed by the U.N. Security Council.
The Bonn Agreement set an ambitious three-year political and administrative roadmap which was, by and
large, followed:
● The Emergency Loya Jirga (grand council) of June 2002 established the transitional administration, a
new Constitution was ratified in early 2004, and presidential and parliamentary elections were held in
2004 and 2005.
What are UN special political missions?
The term 'Special Political Mission' encompasses entities that are not managed or directed by the Department
of Political and Peacebuilding Affairs (DPPA) such as the Office of the Special Adviser on the Prevention of
Genocide.
Insta Curious: What is Sharia law? How are rulings
made? Reference:
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
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Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=G0D8TLNFH.1&imageview=0.

N. Korea may have restarted N-reactor: IAEA
Context: The UN atomic agency has observed that North Korea might have resumed its plutonium-producing
reprocessing reactor
More on this news:
● This observation is based on the resumption of work on the 5-megawatt reactor in Yongbyon — North
Korea’s main nuclear complex
● North Korean leader had offered to dismantle part of the Yongbyon complex at a second summit with
then U.S. President Donald Trump in exchange of removal of sanctions; however, the talks have been
at a standstill since then
● North Korea is under multiple sets of international sanctions over its nuclear weapons and ballistic
missile programmes.
● The possible operation of the reactor follows a recent indication that Pyongyang is also using a nearby
radiochemical laboratory to separate plutonium from spent fuel previously removed from the
reactor.
● This situation underscores the need for resumption of dialogue between the stakeholders involved to
ensure that the security situation in the Korean peninsula does not become worse
About International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)
Set up as the world’s “Atoms for Peace” organization in 1957 within the United Nations family. It reports to
both the United Nations General Assembly and Security Council. It is headquartered in Vienna, Austria.
Functions:
● Works with its Member States and multiple partners worldwide to promote the safe, secure and
peaceful use of nuclear technologies.
● Seeks to promote the peaceful use of nuclear energy, and to inhibit its use for any military purpose,
including nuclear weapons.
Board of Governors:
22 member states (must represent a stipulated geographic diversity) — elected by the General Conference (11
members every year) – 2 year term
● At least 10 member-states — nominated by the outgoing Board.
● Board members each receive one vote.
Functions:
● Recommendations to the General Conference on IAEA activities and budget.
● Responsible for publishing IAEA standards.
● Responsible for making most of the policy of the IAEA.
● Appoints the Director General subject to General Conference approval.
Programs:
1. Program of Action for Cancer Therapy (PACT).
2. Human Health Program.
3. Water Availability Enhancement Project.
4. International Project on Innovative Nuclear Reactors and Fuel Cycles, 2000.
Instacurious: Do you know how India’s policies pertaining to North Korea has evolved? Reference
InstaLinks:
Prelims link
1. Nuclear fission and fusion process
www.insightsonindia.com
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4. IAEA- objective, mandate and powers
5. UNSC- objective, mandate and powers
Mains link: Challenges posed by the North Korea’s nuclearization process to the region and to the global
security architecture. India’s policies regarding this and measures to address this challenge
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GENERAL STUDIES – 3
Topics: Indian Economy and issues relating to planning, mobilization of resources, growth,
development and employment.

US not interested in trade pact
Context: Recent comment by Minister of Commerce and Industry about the prospects of US-India bilateral free
trade agreement being very bleak now
Other key highlights of the speech
·
This is the first time the position of the new administration has been made official by both the
government
·
Despite this, both the countries have resolved to step up effort to resolve trade issues between them
·
Some of the trade issues between the two countries include: non-tariff barriers, entering mutual
recognition agreements, aligning of quality international standards
·
The minister also hoped a bilateral FTA would be signed with Bangladesh soon
·
He also expressed confidence that India would soon be signing ‘Early harvest deal’ with Australia soon
·
Similar treaty is expected to signed between UK, UAE and other Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) in due
course of time
Key terminologies to be understood and remembered:
1. Free trade agreement
·
A free trade agreement is a pact between two or more nations to reduce barriers to
imports and exports among them.
·
Under a free trade policy, goods and services can be bought and sold across international
borders with little or no government tariffs, quotas, subsidies, or prohibitions to inhibit
their exchange.
·
The benefits of free trade were outlined for the first time in On the Principles of Political
Economy and Taxation, published by economist David Ricardo in 1817.
·
According to the Asian Development Bank Institute, as of now, India has 42 trade
agreements (including preferential agreements) either in effect or signed or under
negotiation or proposed.
Figure: Various stages of trade integration
2. Early harvest deal: An early harvest deal is a precursor to a free trade agreement (FTA), in which
trading partners reduce tariff barriers on limited goods to promote trade.
3. Tariff and non-tariff barriers
·
Tariff barriers are the tax or duty imposed on the goods which are traded to/from abroad.
On the contrary, non-tariff barriers are the obstacles to international trade, other than
tariffs.
·
These are administrative measures implemented by the country’s government to
discourage goods brought in from foreign countries and promote domestically produced
items.
·
Tariff barriers is imposed through Taxes and Duties
·
Non-tariff barriers are imposed through Regulations, Conditions, Requirements,
Formalities, etc.

Loan scheme to be notified soon
Context: Delay in actualizing a loan guarantee scheme announced by the government in the aftermath of
second wave of the pandemic in India
Key points related to this
·
Background:
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1.

A Rs 60,000 crore loan guarantee scheme was announced by the government hit hardest by
second wave of the Covid-19
2. This credit support was part of the Rupees 1.1 Lakh crore loan guarantee scheme for Covidaffected sectors
3. Rupees 50,000 crore in this was earmarked for healthcare projects in non-metro cities and was
approved by the Union Cabinet
4. For other sectors which were badly hit due to the pandemic (Ex: Tourism), a Rupees 60,000
crore loan guarantee scheme was promised with the interest on such loans capped at 8.25% as
opposed to prevalent rates of 10-11%
·
Delay in actualizing the loan guarantee scheme is hurting the chances of survivability of the tourism
sector which has been one of the worst affected sectors due to the pandemic
·
Business have also highlighted how lenders have not been processing their applications for loan
restricting under the existing ‘Emergency Credit Line guarantee scheme’
About ‘Emergency Credit Line guarantee scheme’
·
It was launched by government of India as a special scheme in view of the pandemic
·
The ECLGS aims to provide 100 percent guaranteed coverage to the banks, NBFCs and other lenders
in order to enable them to extend emergency credit to businesses hit by the Covid-19 pandemic and
struggling to meet their working capital requirements.
·
In November 2020, Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman announced the launch of ECLGS 2.0 by
extending the Rs 3 lakh crore scheme to support 26 stressed sectors identified by the Kamath Committee
and the healthcare sector.
·
These sectors included power, construction, iron and steel manufacturing, roads, real estate, textiles,
chemicals, consumer durables, non-ferrous metals, pharma manufacturing, logistics, gems and jewellery,
cement, auto components, hotels-restaurants-tourism, mining, plastic product manufacturing, automobile
manufacturing, auto dealerships, aviation, sugar, ports and port services, shipping, building materials, and
corporate retail outlets.

Sovereign Gold Bond Scheme:
Context:
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has announced the Sovereign Gold Bond Scheme 2021-22 Series VI, which will
be open for subscription for the period August 30-September 3, 2021.
About the Sovereign Gold Bond Scheme:
● The sovereign gold bond was introduced by the Government in 2015.
● Government introduced these bonds to help reduce India’s over dependence on gold imports.
● The ove was also aimed at changing the habits of Indians from saving in physical form of gold to a
paper form with Sovereign backing.
Key facts:
Eligibility: The bonds will be restricted for sale to resident Indian entities, including individuals, HUFs, trusts,
universities and charitable institutions.
Denomination and tenor: The bonds will be denominated in multiples of gram(s) of gold with a basic unit of 1
gram. The tenor will be for a period of 8 years with exit option from the 5th year to be exercised on the interest
payment dates.
Minimum and Maximum limit: The minimum permissible investment limit will be 1 gram of gold, while the
maximum limit will be 4 kg for individual, 4 kg for Hindu Undivided Family and 20 kg for trusts and similar
entities per fiscal (April-March) notified by the government from time to time.
Joint Holder: In case of joint holding, the investment limit of 4 kg will be applied to the first applicant only.
Collateral: Bonds can be used as collateral for loans. The loan-to-value (LTV) ratio is to be set equal to ordinary
gold loan mandated by the Reserve Bank from time to time.
Insta Curious:
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Do you know the differences between Sovereign Gold Bond and Gold ETF (Exchange Traded Fund)? Reference:
read this.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. Eligibility for scheme?
2. Can they be used as collateral?
3. What is the minimum and maximum
permissible limit?
4. Who can issue these bonds?

Mains Link: Discuss the key features and
significance of Sovereign Gold Bond Scheme.
Link:https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehin
du.com/business/Economy/rbi-unveils-series-vigold-bond-scheme/article36142557.ece/amp/.

NITI bats for tax breaks to achieve monetization goal
Context: Recommendation made by NITI AYOG pertaining to the monetization plan unveiled by the
government recently
More on this:
● NITI AYOG has opined that to make the National Monetization Pipeline (NMP) a success, the
government should give Income tax breaks to attract retail investors into instruments like
Infrastructure Investment Trusts (InvITs)
● The AYOG has also recommended bringing
such Trusts (InvITs) under the ambit of the
Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (IBC) to
provide greater comfort to investors.
(Presently, such trusts are not considered
‘legal persons’ in India, this inhibits
investment from potential investors into this.
However, investments made is protected
under the SARFAESI act and the Recovery of
Debts and Bankruptcy Act, 1993)
● The above recommendation if implemented
will help in expanding investor base, a critical
element for the success of NMP.
● What is needed to implement these changes
suggested?
1. Policy changes should be notified by the
government. Ex: Taxation breaks
2. Coordination between the regulators concerned
● How will the recommendations benefit the InvITS? The changes recommended will provide a
structured opportunity for investors to invest in infrastructure assets with predictable cash flows, while
the asset owners can raise upfront resources against future revenue cash flows from those assets,
which in turn can be deployed in new assets or used to repay debt.
About NMP:
The Centre launched the National Monetisation pipeline (NMP) in an effort to list out the government's
infrastructure assets to be sold over the next four-years.
Key features:
1. The four-year National Monetisation Pipeline (NMP) will unlock value in brownfield projects by
engaging the private sector, transferring to them the rights but not the ownership in projects.
2. Components: Roads, railways and power sector assets will comprise over 66 per cent of the total
estimated value of the assets to be monetised, with the balance coming from sectors including
telecom, mining, aviation, ports, natural gas and petroleum product pipelines, warehouses and
stadiums.
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Objective of the programme:
1. To unlock the value of investments in brownfield public sector assets by tapping institutional and longterm capital, which can thereafter be leveraged for public investments.
2. To enable ‘Infrastructure Creation through Monetisation’ wherein the public and private sector
collaborate, each excelling in their core areas of competence, so as to deliver socio-economic growth.
The Framework:
Currently, only assets of central government line ministries and CPSEs in infrastructure sectors have been
included.
● Monetization through disinvestment and monetization of non-core assets have not been included in
the NMP.
The framework for monetisation of core asset monetisation has three key imperatives:

Estimated Potential:
Considering that infrastructure creation is inextricably linked to monetisation, the period for NMP is coterminus with the balance period under National Infrastructure Pipeline (NIP) i.e for FY 2022-2025.
NMP is indicatively valued at Rs 6.0 lakh crore for 4 years.
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Significance of the scheme:
Asset Monetisation needs to be viewed not just as a funding mechanism, but as an overall paradigm shift in
infrastructure operations, augmentation and maintenance considering the private sector’s resource efficiencies
and its ability to dynamically adapt to the evolving global and economic reality.
● Such new models will enable not just financial and strategic investors but also common people to
participate in this asset class thereby opening new avenues for investment.
● Hence, the NMP document is a critical step towards making India’s Infrastructure truly world class.
Challenges to NMP:
1. Lack of identifiable revenue streams in various assets.
2. Level of capacity utilisation in gas and petroleum pipeline networks.
3. Dispute resolution mechanism.
4. Regulated tariffs in power sector assets.
5. Low interest among investors in national highways below four lanes.
6. The lack of independent sectoral regulators.
What is InvIT model?
It is a Collective Investment Scheme similar to a mutual fund, which enables direct investment of money
from individual and institutional investors in infrastructure projects to earn a small portion of the income as
return.
● The InvITs are regulated by the SEBI (Infrastructure Investment Trusts) Regulations, 2014.
Insta Curious: Have you heard of Compensatory Financing Facility (CFF)? What are its objectives? Reference:
InstaLinks:
Prelims link
1. What is NMP?
2. What the salient features of NMP?

3. Who is the implementing ministry for this
project?
Mains link: Issues and challenges pertaining to the
NMP and possible solutions to address them

India Inc. not sanguine about growth
Context: A recent poll survey result conducted by Confederation of Indian Industry (CII) involving the CEO of
companies
Observations made through this survey:
● Growth expected by the government and RBI: The central bank has recently downgraded its GDP
growth projection for the year to 9.5% from 10.5% earlier, while the Chief Economic Advisor
Krishnamurthy Subramanian expects growth to be at 11% as estimated in the Economic Survey.
● Nearly two-thirds of CEOs of large corporates polled by CII at its national council meeting earlier this
month expect India’s GDP growth in 2021-22 to be 9% or less.
● Just 12% of CEOs expect growth to be over 10%, while 20% expect GDP to grow at 8% or less than 8%.
As many as 44% of CEOs expect growth to be between 8% and 9%, while 23% expect it to hit the 9%10% range
● The poll survey shows that CEOs of industries believe that inflation in the present economy is not a
transient problem has made out by the government. Just 33% CEOs expect average retail inflation
during the year to cool off from the present level (5.6% in July), while 67% expect it to be
uncomfortably close to or beyond the RBI’s monetary policy tolerance threshold of 6%.
● The poll survey also indicated that significant amount of CEOs felt that the cost of doing business
presently is high in the country. 32% also blamed the high cost of doing business in the country
● Other reasons for low investment as the survey include- lack of animal spirits, ease of doing business
remains cumbersome at the ground level, 33% of the CEOs said fresh investments were not in the
offing as current capacities exceed demand
About CII
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The Confederation of Indian Industry (CII) works to create and sustain an environment conducive to the
development of India, partnering industry, Government, and civil society, through advisory and consultative
processes.
CII is a non-government, not-for-profit, industry-led and industry-managed organization, with over 9000
members from the private as well as public sectors, including SMEs and MNCs, and an indirect membership of
over 300,000 enterprises from 294 national and regional sectoral industry bodies.
For more than 125 years, CII has been engaged in shaping India's development journey and works proactively
on transforming Indian Industry's engagement in national development. CII charts change by working closely
with Government on policy issues, interfacing with thought leaders, and enhancing efficiency, competitiveness
and business opportunities for industry through a range of specialized services and strategic global linkages. It
also provides a platform for consensus-building and networking on key issues.
As India marches towards its 75th year of Independence in 2022, CII, with the Theme for 2021-22 as Building
India for a New World: Competitiveness, Growth, Sustainability, Technology, rededicates itself to meeting
the aspirations of citizens for a morally, economically and technologically advanced country in partnership
with the Government, Industry and all stakeholders
InstaLinks:
Prelims link
1. What is CII?
2. Important activities or initiatives taken by
them?
3. What is inflation?

4. Inflation targeting approach of RBI
Mains link: Major issues Indian companies are
facing in the present scenario and steps that needs
to be taken to overcome these issues

Ire over toy train monetization plan
Context: Concerns expressed over Centre’s proposal to monetize the Darjeeling Himalayan Railways (DHR).
More on this news:
● There are four fully functional and operational
railways networks in mountains and hilly terrains in
India — the Darjeeling Himalayan Railway (DHR)
located in the foothills of the Himalayas in West
Bengal; the Nilgiris Mountain Railways located in
the Nilgiri Hills of Tamil Nadu; the Kalka Shimla
Railway located in the Himalayan foothills of
Himachal Pradesh; and the Matheran Railway
located in Maharashtra.
●
●
●
●

DHR was built in the British era between 1879 and 1881; the Darjeeling toy train was declared a
UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1999.
The main reason for the protest is that private companies’ focus would be on profit, and local
aspirations of the people would be ignored.
Concerns have also been raised on how the government has taken this decision in an unilateral manner
without consulting the stakeholders involved
Way forward: Government should consult the stakeholders involved and create guidelines to meet
their aspirations in a mutually beneficial manner.

What is a World Heritage Site?
● A World Heritage site is classified as a natural or man-made area or a structure that is of international
importance, and a space which requires special protection.
● These sites are officially recognised by the UN and the United Nations Educational Scientific and
Cultural Organisation, also known as UNESCO.
● UNESCO believes that the sites classified as World Heritage are important for humanity, and they hold
cultural and physical significance.
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Key facts:
1. The list is maintained by the international World Heritage Programme administered by the UNESCO
World Heritage Committee, composed of 21 UNESCO member states which are elected by the General
Assembly.
2. Each World Heritage Site remains part of the legal territory of the state wherein the site is located and
UNESCO considers it in the interest of the international community to preserve each site.
3. To be selected, a World Heritage Site must be an already classified landmark, unique in some respect
as a geographically and historically identifiable place having special cultural or physical significance.
InstaLinks:
Prelims link
1. Darjeeling Hill railways
2. What is World Heritage Site?
3. UNESCO’s WHS in India

4. About UNESCO
Mains links: Discuss the policies required to
safeguard India’s conservation efforts

Topics: Issues related to direct and indirect farm subsidies and minimum support prices;
Public Distribution System- objectives, functioning, limitations, revamping; issues of buffer
stocks and food security; Technology missions; economics of animal-rearing.

Hidden costs of food:
Context:
As per a UN Report:
● The price of the food we consume is about a third the actual cost, which includes hidden cost to the
environment and human health.
● These hidden costs or ‘externalities’ that do not reflect in the market price of harmful foods makes
sustainable and healthy food less affordable.
● Also, the omission of external costs destroys the environment, heightens food insecurity, health risks
and festers social evils such as underpayment of labour and inequality.
What are the "true costs of food"?
From the use of petroleum-based fertilizer and pesticides to the effects of soil degradation, water pollution,
climate change, and the obesity epidemic — to name just a few — our current food system has a significant
number of hidden costs to the natural environment and human health. These costs are in addition to normal
production costs, and together they make up "the true cost of food."
What then is the real cost of food today?
The current externalities are estimated to be almost double ($19.8 trillion) the current total global food
consumption ($9 trillion).
These externalities accrue from $7 trillion (range 4-11) in environmental costs, $11 trillion (range 3-39) in costs
to human life and $1 trillion (range 0.2-1.7) in economic costs.
Is there any tool to correct it?
To correct this, the value of food should be redefined.
This can be done using a tool- True Cost Accounting (TCA).
● A TCA assessment typically starts by identifying the goal and scope of the assessment, establishing the
unit of analysis and the system boundaries. Then various externalities are assessed (qualitatively or
quantitatively), valued and aggregated.
UN suggested that the entire spectrum of people involved can utilise the tool in the following way:
1. Governments can integrate TCA into local, national or regional policy and budgeting.
2. Businesses can use these structured assessments to minimize negative impacts and enhance positive
benefits across value chains.
3. Financial institutions use TCA for reporting, impact investment and risk assessment and obtain
assurance on their published impact statement.
4. Farmers can use TCA as a means to account for the costs and benefits of their agricultural practices.
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5. Consumers can use TCA to become aware of the environmental and social externalities embedded in
the food they buy.
Link: https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/food/hidden-costs-of-food-un-suggests-price-restructuring-tomake-healthy-food-affordable-sustainable-78275.

Record sugar exports help reduce cane dues
Context: Sugar mills have surpassed their 60 lakh tonne export target this year, making it easier for them to pay
sugarcane farmers and reducing the arrears for this year to less than rupees 9,000 crore
Key points related to this
·
Government has been encouraging diversion of excess sugar towards ethanol production and for
exporting purposes
·
In the last 4 years, exports of sugar has increased by more than 10 times
·
The growth in the export is primarily due to demand for Indian sugar in the global market and also the
assistance of centre to the tune of Rupees 6,000 per tonne to facilitate exports
·
Despite this impressive growth, arrears are a major issue for sugarcane farmers in the country

How is Minimum selling price for sugar decided?
Context:
The Union government has increased the minimum price that sugar mills must pay to sugar cane farmers by ₹5
a quintal, setting the fair and remunerative price (FRP) at ₹290 a quintal for the 2021-22 sugar season, which
runs from October to September.
● Despite demands from sugar mills, however, the Centre refused to hike the minimum price at which
they can sell the processed sugar, citing consumer interests.
Significance of the decision:
The decision will benefit five crore sugar cane farmers and their dependents as well as five lakh workers
employed by sugar mills and related industries.
Sugar Pricing Policy:
Prices of sugar are market driven & depend on demand & supply of sugar. However, with a view to protect the
interests of farmers, the concept of Minimum Selling Price (MSP) of sugar was introduced in 2018 so that
industry may get at least the minimum cost of production of sugar, so as to enable them to clear cane price
dues of farmers.
● In exercise of the powers conferred under the Essential Commodities Act, 1955, Government has
notified Sugar Price (Control) Order, 2018.
● Under the provisions of said order, the Government will fix the Minimum Selling Price (MSP).
● MSP of sugar has been fixed taking into account the components of Fair & Remunerative Price (FRP) of
sugarcane and minimum conversion cost of the most efficient mills.
Also, please note that the State Advised Prices (SAP) are announced by key sugarcane producing states which
are generally higher than FRP.
FRP:
Fair and remunerative price (FRP) is the minimum price at which rate sugarcane is to be purchased by sugar
mills from farmers.
Background:
The Federal/Central Government announces Fair and Remunerative Prices which are determined on the
recommendation of the Commission for Agricultural Costs and Prices (CACP) and are announced by the
Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs, which is chaired by the Prime Minister.
Insta Curious: Can government make Minimum Support Price (MSP)=Statutory Minimum Price (SMP)? Read
this to understand.
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InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. What is Minimum Selling Price?
2. How is it set?
3. Differences between Minimum Support
Price and Minimum Selling Price.
4. What is FRP?

Mains Link: Discuss the significance of Minimum
Selling Price (MSP) for sugar.
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=GQP8TP6I7.1&imageview=0.

Topics: Food processing and related industries in India- scope and significance, location,
upstream and downstream requirements, supply chain management.

Experts warn against mandatory food fortification:
Context:
Experts have warned of the adverse impacts on health and livelihoods because of Food Fortification.
What's the issue?
Centre has plans to mandatorily fortify rice and edible oils with vitamins and minerals.
But, experts say adding a few synthetic micronutrients could harm the health of consumers.
● Instead, dietary diversity and higher protein consumption can solve the undernutrition problem in
India.
Background:
15 States have been identified for implementing Centrally Sponsored Pilot Scheme on Fortification of Rice & its
distribution through Public Distribution System.
● The Pilot Scheme has been approved for a period of three years beginning 2019-2020.
Issues associated with fortification:
1. Evidence supporting fortification is inconclusive and certainly not adequate before major national
policies are rolled out.
2. Many of the studies which FSSAI relies upon to promote fortification were sponsored by food
companies which would benefit from it, leading to conflicts of interest.
3. Mandatory fortification would also harm the vast informal economy of Indian farmers and food
processors, including local oil and rice mills, and instead benefit a small group of multinational
corporations.
4. Also, a major problem with chemical fortification of foods is that nutrients don’t work in isolation but
need each other for optimal absorption.
What needs to be done?
Undernourishment in India is caused by monotonous cereal-based diets with low consumption of vegetables
and animal protein. So, instead of fortification of food, dietary diversity is a healthier and more cost-effective
way to fight malnutrition.
What is food fortification?
According to the World Health Organisation (WHO), food fortification is defined as the practice of deliberately
increasing the content of essential micronutrients so as to improve the nutritional quality of the food supply
and to provide a public health benefit with minimal risk to health.
Insta Curious: Do you know about Agronomic biofortification? How does Biofortification differ from food
fortification? Reference:
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. Bio fortification vs Genetic modifications.
2. Micro vs Macronutrients.
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Mains Link: What do you understand by
fortification of foods? Discuss its advantages.
Link: https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GSD8R69QM.1&imageview=0.

National Mission on Edible Oil-Oil Palm (NMEO-OP):
Context:
Prime Minister Narendra Modi has announced this new national initiative on palm oil production to help
increase farm incomes.
● The scheme involves investment of over Rs 11,000 crore.
Aims and Objectives of the scheme:
1. Achieve self-reliance in edible oil.
2. Harness domestic edible oil prices that are dictated by expensive palm oil imports.
3. To raise the domestic production of palm oil by three times to 11 lakh MT by 2025-26.
Key features of the scheme:
● The special emphasis of the scheme will be in India's north-eastern states and the Andaman and
Nicobar Islands due to the conducive weather conditions in the regions.
● Under the scheme, oil palm farmers will be provided financial assistance and will get remuneration
under a price and viability formula.
Benefits and significance of the scheme:
It is expected to incentivise production of palm oil to reduce dependence on imports and help farmers cash in
on the huge market.
Need for such schemes:
● India is the largest consumer of vegetable oil in the world. Of this, palm oil imports are almost 60% of
its total vegetable oil imports.
● In 2016- 2017, the total domestic consumption of palm oil by India was 9.3 million MT, with 98.97
percent of it imported from Malaysia and Indonesia. This means India was producing only 1.027 per
cent of its requirement.
● Also, in India, 94.1 per cent of its palm oil is used in food products, especially for cooking purposes. This
makes palm oil extremely critical to India's edible oils economy.
Palm oil:
● Palm oil is currently the world’s most consumed vegetable oil.
● It is used extensively in the production of detergents, plastics, cosmetics, and biofuels.
● Top consumers of the commodity are India, China, and the European Union (EU).
Insta Curious: Did you know that the NMEO-OP’s predecessor was the National Mission on Oil Seeds and Oil
Palm, which was launched at the fag end of the UPA government’s tenure and later merged with the National
Food Security Mission?
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. Key features of the scheme.

2. Benefits.
Mains Link: Discuss the significance of the scheme.

Link: https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GK28S01PQ.1&imageview=0

Rice fortification plan to tackle malnutrition:
Context:
Prime Minister Narendra Modi has announced the fortification of rice distributed under various government
schemes, including the Public Distribution System (PDS) and mid-day meals in schools, by 2024.
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Significance of the announcement:
● The announcement is significant as the country has high levels of malnutrition among women and
children.
● According to the Food Ministry, every second woman in the country is anaemic and every third child is
stunted.
● India ranks 94 out of 107 countries and is in the ‘serious hunger’ category on the Global Hunger Index
(GHI).
● Malnutrition and lack of essential nutrients in poor women and poor children poses major obstacles in
their development.
How many children will benefit from this?
The government distributes over 300 lakh tonnes of rice under various schemes covered under the National
Food Security Act, 2013. For 2021-22, the Centre has allocated 328 lakh tonnes of rice under NFSA for schemes
such as the Targeted PDS, MDM and Integrated Child Development Scheme (ICDS).
What is food fortification?
The Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI), that sets standards for food items in the country,
defines fortification as “deliberately increasing the content of essential micronutrients in a food so as to
improve the nutritional quality of food and to provide public health benefit with minimal risk to health”.
Fortified rice:
● According to the Food Ministry, fortification of rice is a cost-effective and complementary strategy to
increase vitamin and mineral content in diets.
● According to FSSAI norms, 1 kg fortified rice will contain iron (28 mg-42.5 mg), folic acid (75-125
microgram) and Vitamin B-12 (0.75-1.25 microgram).
● In addition, rice may also be fortified with micronutrients, singly or in combination, with zinc(10 mg-15
mg), Vitamin A (500-750 microgram RE), Vitamin B1 (1 mg-1.5 mg), Vitamin B2 (1.25 mg-1.75 mg),
Vitamin B3 (12.5 mg-20 mg) and Vitamin B6 (1.5 mg-2.5 mg) per kg.
Insta Curious: Do you know the differences between macro and micro nutrients? Reference:
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. Bio fortification vs Genetic modifications.
2. Micro vs Macronutrients.
3. Approval for Biofortified and GM crops in
India.

4. GM crops allowed in India.
Mains Link: What do you understand by
fortification of foods? Discuss its advantages.

Link: https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GF78SMVT7.1&imageview=0.

Topics: Infrastructure: Energy, Ports, Roads, Airports, Railways etc.

What is Hydrogen Fuel?
Context:
Under 'Mission Net Zero Carbon Emission Railway' by 2030, Indian Railways are set to run trains on hydrogen
fuel-based technology. For this, it is considering retrofitting of existing trains.
What is Hydrogen fuel?
Hydrogen is the lightest and first element on the periodic table. Since the weight of hydrogen is less than air,
it rises in the atmosphere and is therefore rarely found in its pure form, H2.
At standard temperature and pressure, hydrogen is a nontoxic, nonmetallic, odorless, tasteless, colorless, and
highly combustible diatomic gas.
Hydrogen fuel is a zero-emission fuel burned with oxygen. It can be used in fuel cells or internal combustion
engines. It is also used as a fuel for spacecraft propulsion.
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Occurrence of Hydrogen:
● It is the most abundant element in the universe. The sun and other stars are composed largely of
hydrogen.
● Astronomers estimate that 90% of the atoms in the universe are hydrogen atoms. Hydrogen is a
component of more compounds than any other element.
● Water is the most abundant compound of hydrogen found on earth.
● Molecular hydrogen is not available on Earth in convenient natural reservoirs. Most hydrogen on
Earth is bonded to oxygen in water and to carbon in live or dead and/or fossilized biomass. It can be
created by splitting water into hydrogen and oxygen.
Storage:
Hydrogen can be stored physically as either a gas or a liquid.
● Storage of hydrogen as a gas typically requires high-pressure tanks.
● Storage of hydrogen as a liquid requires cryogenic temperatures because the boiling point of hydrogen
at one atmosphere pressure is −252.8°C.
● Hydrogen can also be stored on the surfaces of solids (by adsorption) or within solids (by absorption).
Potential of clean hydrogen industry in reducing greenhouse gas emissions:
1. The only by-product or emission that results from the usage of hydrogen fuel is water — making the
fuel 100 per cent clean.
2. Hydrogen is considered an alternative fuel. It is due to its ability to power fuel cells in zero-emission
electric vehicles, its potential for domestic production, and the fuel cell’s potential for high efficiency.
3. In fact, a fuel cell coupled with an electric motor is two to three times more efficient than an internal
combustion engine running on gasoline.
4. Hydrogen can also serve as fuel for internal combustion engines.
5. The energy in 2.2 pounds (1 kilogram) of hydrogen gas contains about the same as the energy in 1
gallon (6.2 pounds, 2.8 kilograms) of gasoline.
Efforts in this regard:
● Recently, the Finance Minister in the Union budget for 2020-21 formally announced the National
Hydrogen Mission which aims for generation of hydrogen from green power resources.
● The Ministry of New and Renewable Energy (MNRE) has also disclosed that the draft regulations for
NHM will be finalised by the end of this month and will thereafter proceed for approval of the Union
Cabinet.
Challenges for India:
1. One of the colossal challenges faced by the industry for using hydrogen commercially is the economic
sustainability of extracting green or blue hydrogen.
2. The technology used in production and use of hydrogen like carbon capture and storage (CCS) and
hydrogen fuel cell technology are at nascent stage and is expensive which in turn increases the cost of
production of hydrogen.
3. The maintenance costs for fuel cells post-completion of a plant can be costly, like in South Korea.
4. The commercial usage of hydrogen as a fuel and in industries requires mammoth investment in R&D of
such technology and infrastructure for production, storage, transportation and demand creation for
hydrogen.
Insta Curious: Have you heard of Green Hydrogen? What are its benefits? Reference:
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. About Hydrogen fuel.
2. Why is it called a clean fuel?
3. Features.
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What are Special Economic Zones (SEZs)?
Context:
The government has proposed to free up unused built-up area worth about ₹30,000 crore and idle land inside
Special Economic Zones (SEZs) for other economic activity.
Need for:
SEZs account for about 30% of India’s exports. But, there is 10 crore square feet of space idle in built-up
accommodation in over 250 SEZs. In money terms, at ₹3,000 per square foot, that is ₹30,000 crore of built-up
area idle, which can be brought into play for anything else.
What are SEZs?
● Special Economic Zones (SEZs) are geographically delineated ‘enclaves’ in which regulations and
practices related to business and trade differ from the rest of the country and therefore all the units
therein enjoy special privileges.
● The basic idea of SEZs emerges from the fact that, while it might be very difficult to dramatically
improve infrastructure and business environment of the overall economy ‘overnight’, SEZs can be built
in a much shorter time, and they can work as efficient enclaves to solve these problems.
Objectives of the SEZ Act:
1. To create additional economic activity.
2. To boost the export of goods and services.
3. To generate employment.
4. To boost domestic and foreign investments.
5. To develop infrastructure facilities.
Facilities and incentives for SEZs:
1. Duty-free import/domestic procurement of goods for development, operation and maintenance of SEZ
units.
2. 100% Income tax exemption on export income for SEZ units under the Income Tax Act for first 5 years,
50% for next 5 years thereafter and 50% of the ploughed back export profit for next 5 years. (Sunset
Clause for Units are effective from 01.04.2020)
3. Exemption from Minimum Alternate Tax (MAT). (withdrawn w.e.f. 1.4.2012)
4. Exemption from Central Sales Tax, Exemption from Service Tax and Exemption from State sales tax.
These have now subsumed into GST and supplies to SEZs are zero rated under IGST Act, 2017.
5. Other levies as imposed by the respective State Governments.
6. Single window clearance for Central and State level approvals.
Concerns with present SEZ:
1. SEZs in India have not been as successful as their counterparts in many other countries. Several Asian
economies, particularly China, Korea, Malaysia, and Singapore, have greatly benefited from these
zones.
2. Most of India’s new generation SEZs came up not for exporting, but for avoiding taxes. Large fiscal
sops, in the form of a bunch of reliefs from central and state taxes, lured developers into building SEZs.
3. Most manufacturing SEZs in India have performed below par due to their poor linkages with the rest of
the economy. Weak connections of coastal SEZs with their hinterlands inhibited these zones from
utilising their full potential.
4. Many states did not match the central SEZ Act with State-level legislation, which rendered the single
window system ineffective.
5. Lack of a robust policy design, efficient implementation and effective monitoring have seriously
jeopardize India’s effort to industrialise through SEZs.
Insta Curious:
Did you know that the Special Economic Zones Act was passed in 2005? However, SEZs were operational in
India from 2000 to 2006 (under the Foreign Trade Policy).
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Did you know that the Baba Kalyani led committee was constituted by the Ministry of Commerce and Industry
to study the existing SEZ policy of India? What are its recommendations? Reference:
Link: https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GEH8S7IMI.1&imageview=0.

“Gati Shakti” infrastructure plan:
Context:
Announced by PM Modi on the eve of Independence day.
Highlights the scheme:
● Gati Shakti will be a National Infrastructure Master Plan for our country which will lay the foundation
of holistic Infrastructure.
● This scheme of more than 100 lakh crores rupees will result in new employment opportunities for lakhs
of youth.
● The plan will help raise the global profile of local manufacturers and help them compete with their
counterparts worldwide.
● It also raises possibilities of new future economic zones.
Note: A similar plan, called the National Infrastructure Pipeline was previously announced.
About the National Infrastructure Pipeline:
In the budget speech of 2019-2020, Finance Minister announced an outlay of Rs 100 lakh Crore for
infrastructure projects over the next 5 years.
What is it?
● NIP is a first-of-its-kind initiative to provide world-class infrastructure across the country and improve
the quality of life for all citizens.
● It will improve project preparation, attract investments (both domestic & foreign) into infrastructure,
and will be crucial for attaining the target of becoming a $5 trillion economy by FY 2025.
● Covers both economic and social infrastructure projects.
Report by Task force:
The task force headed by Atanu Chakraborty on National Infrastructure Pipeline (NIP), in May 2020, submitted
its final report to the Finance Minister.
Important recommendations and observations made:
1. Investment needed: ₹111 lakh crore over the next five years (2020-2025) to build infrastructure
projects and drive economic growth.
2. Energy, roads, railways and urban projects are estimated to account for the bulk of projects (around
70%).
3. The centre (39 percent) and state (40 percent) are expected to have an almost equal share in
implementing the projects, while the private sector has 21 percent share.
4. Aggressive push towards asset sales.
5. Monetisation of infrastructure assets.
6. Setting up of development finance institutions.
7. Strengthening the municipal bond market.
Insta Curious: Do you know what is InvIT model? Reference:
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. What is NIP? When was it launched?
2. Projects covered under NIP.
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4. Three committees proposed to be set up as
per the recommendations made by Task
Force.

5. What is India Investment Grid?
6. About Gati Shakti.

Mains Link: Discuss the significance and features of NIP.
Link: https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GF78SMVT7.1&imageview=0.

Topics: Science and Technology- developments and their applications and effects in
everyday life Achievements of Indians in science & technology; indigenization of technology
and developing new technology.

Deep Ocean Mission:
Context:
The Government has informed in the Rajya Sabha that Deep Ocean Mission (DOM) will be implemented at a
total budget of Rs. 4077 Cr for 5 years. And all the components of the mission will commence in 2021.
About the Mission:
The focus of the mission will be on deep-sea mining, ocean climate change advisory services, underwater
vehicles and underwater robotics related technologies.
● The Ministry of Earth Sciences (MoES) will be the nodal Ministry implementing this multi-institutional
mission.
Key Components of the mission:
1. A manned submersible will be developed to carry three people to a depth of 6,000 metres in the
ocean with a suite of scientific sensors and tools. An Integrated Mining System will be developed for
mining polymetallic nodules at those depths in the central Indian Ocean.
2. Development of Ocean Climate Change Advisory Services.
3. Development of a component for searching deep sea flora and fauna, including microbes, and
studying ways to sustainably utilise them.
4. It will also have a component to explore and identify potential sources of hydrothermal minerals that
are sources of precious metals formed from the earth’s crust along the Indian Ocean mid-oceanic
ridges.
5. It has a component for studying and preparing detailed engineering design for offshore Ocean Thermal
Energy Conversion (OTEC) powered desalination plants.
Significance:
● The mission will give a boost to efforts to explore India’s vast Exclusive Economic Zone and Continental
Shelf.
● The plan will enable India to develop capabilities to exploit resources in the Central Indian Ocean Basin
(CIOB).
Potential:
India has been allotted 75,000 square kilometres in the Central Indian Ocean Basin (CIOB) by UN International
Sea Bed Authority for exploration of poly-metallic nodules.
● CIOB reserves contain deposits of metals like iron, manganese, nickel and cobalt.
● It is envisaged that 10% of recovery of that large reserve can meet the energy requirement of India
for the next 100 years.
What are PMN?
Polymetallic nodules (also known as manganese nodules) are potato-shaped, largely porous nodules found in
abundance carpeting the sea floor of world oceans in deep sea.
Composition: Besides manganese and iron, they contain nickel, copper, cobalt, lead, molybdenum, cadmium,
vanadium, titanium, of which nickel, cobalt and copper are considered to be of economic and strategic
importance.
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Insta Curious: Did you know about O-SMART, an umbrella scheme which aims at regulated use of oceans,
marine resources for sustainable development? Reference:
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. What is deep sea mining?
2. What are PMNs?

3. Location of the Central Indian Ocean Basin
(CIOB).
4. Functions of the UN International Sea Bed
Authority.

Mains Link: Discuss the need for and significance of 'Deep Ocean Mission' to be launched by India.

'Historic' Nuclear Fusion Breakthrough acheived:
Context:
Physicists in California, using lasers the size of three football fields, have generated a huge amount of energy
from fusion.
● This offers hope for the development of a new clean energy source.
How was the experiment carried out and what were the results?
● Experts focused their giant array of almost 200 laser beams onto a tiny spot to create a mega blast of
energy – eight times more than they had ever done in the past.
● Although the energy only lasted for a very short time – just 100 trillionths of a second – the scientists
were able to create more energy than they are using.
In this experiment, scientists used two isotopes of hydrogen, giving rise to helium.
What is fusion? How is it different from fission?
● Nuclear fusion is considered by some scientists to be a potential energy of the future, particularly
because it produces little waste and no greenhouse gases.
● It differs from fission, a technique currently used in nuclear power plants, where the bonds of heavy
atomic nuclei are broken to release energy.
● In the fusion process, two light atomic nuclei are "married" to create a heavy one. This is the process
that is at work in stars, including our Sun.
Insta Curious: Do you know about Chinese ‘Artificial Sun’ Experimental Fusion Reactor? Reference:
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. Nuclear fusion vs Fission.
2. Byproducts of fusion and fission.
3. About sun’s core.

4. What is International Thermonuclear
Experimental Reactor (ITER)?
Mains Link: Describe the significance of artificial
sun being developed by China.

Link: https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/nuclear-fusion-and-the-recent-breakthrough-7460081/.

Vande Bharat Express
Context: The Indian Railways plans to operate 102 Vande Bharat trains by March 2024.
About Vande Bharat Express:
● The Train18, later named Vande Bharat Express, was
rolled out by the Integral Coach Factory, Chennai under the
Indian government's Make in India initiative.
● The train was launched on 15 February 2019.
● It was showcased as India’s first semi high-speed train with
an operational efficiency of 160 kmph.
● As of Aug 2021, the Indian Railways operates two Vande Bharat trains, onefrom Delhi to Varanasi and
the other from Delhi to Katra.
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●
●
●

Vande Bharat trains are self-propelled "engineless" train sets.
Its faster acceleration and deceleration results in reduced train travel time.
Some of its passenger friendly features include; European-style seats, diffused LED lighting, GPS-based
infotainment systems, modular bio-toilets, fully sealed gangways for dust-free environment, centrally
controlled entry/exit doors with sliding footsteps, divyang friendly toilet and automatic sliding cabin
doors.

Insta Links:
Prelims and Mains Link: key facts related to Vande Bharat Express.

Topics: Awareness in space.

NASA’s Perseverance rover:
Context:
NASA’s Perseverance rover is exploring the Jezero Crater on Mars and attempting to collect its first rock
samples.
● However, no rock samples were collected during the first attempt.
About Perseverance Rover:
It was launched in 2020 aboard a United Launch Alliance Atlas V.
Why is this mission significant?
1. It carried a unique instrument, MOXIE or Mars Oxygen ISRU Experiment: which for the first time
manufactured molecular oxygen on Mars using carbon dioxide from the carbon-dioxide-rich
atmosphere (ISRU means In Situ Resource Utilization: or the use of local resources to meet human
needs or requirements of the spacecraft).
2. It carried Ingenuity, the first ever helicopter to fly on Mars.
3. It is the planned first step to bring back rock samples from Mars for analysis in sophisticated
laboratories on Earth: with the goal of looking for biosignatures: or signatures of present or past life.
These are some of the key mission objectives:
1. Look for signs of ancient microbial life.
2. Collect Martian rock and dust samples for later return to Earth.
3. Deliver an experimental helicopter.
4. Study the climate and geology of Mars.
5. Demonstrate technology for future Mars missions.
What is the reason for the near-term interest in Mars?
1. Mars is located in the very near backyard (about 200 million km away).
2. It is a planet that humans can aspire to visit or to stay for a longer duration.
3. Mars had flowing water and an atmosphere in the distant past: and perhaps conditions to support life.
4. It also has implications for commercial travel.
Insta Curious: Know about Mars in brief - the history, atmosphere, gravity and explorations
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. Missions to Mars.
2. Perseverance- objectives.
3. Instruments onboard.
4. About the UAE’s Hope and China’s
Tianwen-1 spacecraft.

5. Pathfinder mission.
6. About the UAE’s Hope and China’s
Tianwen-1 spacecraft.
7. Pathfinder mission.
Mains Link: Discuss the significance of the mission.

GSLV-F10 launch and EOS-03 satellite:
Context:
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The launch of earth observation satellite EOS-03 onboard GSLV-F10 was unsuccessful recently because of an
anomaly in the rocket's cryogenic upper stage.
● GSLV-F10 was ISRO’s eighth flight with indigenous cryo, 14th GSLV flight and 79th launch from
Sriharikota.
What is EOS-03?
1. EOS-3 was the first state-of-art agile Earth Observation Satellite which would have been placed in a
geo-synchronous orbit around the Earth.
2. It was expected to provide near real-time imaging, which could be used for quick monitoring of natural
disasters, episodic events and any short-term events.
3. The mission life of the satellite was 10 years.
What is a GSLV Rocket?
1. The GSLV expands to a geosynchronous satellite launch vehicle.
2. The GSLV Mark III is a three-stage heavy lift launch vehicle developed by ISRO.
3. As its name suggests, it can launch satellites that will travel in orbits that are synchronous with the
Earth’s orbit.
4. These satellites can weigh up to 2,500 kg and are first launched into transfer orbits that have a distance
from Earth of 170 km at closest approach and about 35,975 km at furthest approach which is close to
the height of the geosynchronous orbit.
Difference between
PSLV and GSLV:
India has two
operational launchersPolar Satellite Launch
Vehicle (PSLV) and
Geosynchronous
Satellite Launch Vehicle
(GSLV).
1. PSLV was
developed to
launch lowEarth Orbit
satellites into
polar and sun
synchronous
orbits. It has
since proved its
versatility by
launching geosynchronous, lunar and interplanetary spacecraft successfully.
2. On the other hand, GSLV was developed to launch the heavier INSAT class of geosynchronous satellites
into orbit. In its third and final stage, GSLV uses the indigenously developed cryogenic upper stage.
Geosynchronous vs Sun- synchronous:
1. When satellites are about 36,000 km from the Earth’s surface, they enter what is called the high Earth
orbit. Here, it orbits in sync with the Earth’s rotation, creating the impression that the satellite is
stationary over a single longitude. Such a satellite is said to be geosynchronous.
2. Just as the geosynchronous satellites have a sweet spot over the equator that allows them to stay over
one spot on Earth, polar-orbiting satellites have a sweet spot that allows them to stay in one place. This
orbit is a Sun-synchronous orbit, which means that whenever and wherever the satellite crosses the
equator, the local solar time on the ground is always the same.
Insta Curious: What does the three-stage heavy lift launch vehicle mean? What are the fuels used in different
stages? Reference:
www.insightsonindia.com

124

InsightsIAS

InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. What is a geostationary orbit?
2. What is a geosynchronous orbit?
3. What is a polar orbit?

4. What is a transfer orbit?
5. About PSLV.
Mains Link: What are communication satellites?
Discuss their significance for India.

Link: https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GJ48SBFU8.1&imageview=0.

Merger of three jumbo black holes spotted:
Context:
A rare merging of three supermassive black holes has been spotted by a team of astrophysicists in India.
Key facts:
● All three merging black holes were part of galaxies in the Toucan constellation.
● The discovery was made using data from the Ultraviolet Imaging Telescope (UVIT) onboard the first
Indian space observatory ASTROSAT, the European integral field optical telescope called MUSE
mounted on the Very Large Telescope (VLT) in Chile and infrared images from the optical telescope
(IRSF) in South Africa.
Important learning from this discovery:
● Presence of third black hole solves the final parsec problem:
What is it?
If two galaxies collide, their black hole will also come closer by transferring the kinetic energy to the
surrounding gas. The distance between the blackholes decreases with time until the separation is around a
parsec (3.26 light-years). The two black holes are then unable to lose any further kinetic energy to get even
closer and merge. This is known as the final parsec problem.
How presence of third black hole solves this problem?
The presence of a third black hole can solve this problem. The two can come closer when another black hole or
a star passes by and takes away some of their combined angular momentum. Thus, the dual merging
blackholes merge with each other in the presence of a third.
Significance of the discovery:
Many Active Galactic Nuclei (AGN, supermassive black hole at the centre of a galaxy) pairs have been detected
in the past, but triple AGN are extremely rare, and only a handful has been detected before using X-ray
observations.
What is a black hole?
● A black hole is an object in space that is so dense and has such strong gravity that no matter or light
can escape its pull. Because no light can escape, it is black and invisible.
● There’s a boundary at the edge of a black hole called the event horizon, which is the point of no return
— any light or matter that crosses that boundary is sucked into the black hole. It would need to travel
faster than the speed of light to escape, which is impossible.
● Anything that crosses the event horizon is destined to fall to the very centre of the black hole and be
squished into a single point with infinite density, called the singularity.
Insta Curious: There are supermassive blackholes, which are several million solar masses in size, at the centres
of galaxies, and these are known as Active Galactic Nuclei. Learn more about them here.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. About the General Theory of Relativity.
2. When was the first gravitational wave
detected?
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3. LIGO- mission objectives, observatories and
funding.
4. What are event horizon and singularity in
the context of a black hole?
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5. LIGO India- proposed site, partners and
objectives.
6. Where is Virgo locator located?

Link:https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehin
du.com/sci-tech/science/indian-astrophysicistsspot-rare-merger-of-three-jumbo-blackholes/article36132122.ece/amp/.

Mains Link: Discuss the applications and
significance of findings of the Laser Interferometer
Gravitational-Wave Observatory (LIGO) detector.

Topics: Awareness in the fields of IT, Computers, robotics, nano-technology, bio-technology
and issues relating to intellectual property rights.

South Africa grants patent to an artificial intelligence system:
Context: Recently, South Africa, first time in the world, has granted a patent to an ‘artificial intelligence
system’ relating to a “food container based on fractal geometry” innovation.
● The innovation involves interlocking food containers that are easy for robots to grasp and stack.
What's the issue now?
● The patent has been given to an artificial intelligence (AI) system (called DABUS); not a human being.
What is the DABUS?
● DABUS stands for “device for the autonomous bootstrapping of unified sentience”.
● It is an AI system created by Stephen Thaler, a pioneer in the field of AI and programming.
● The system simulates human brainstorming and creates new inventions.
● DABUS is a particular type of AI, often referred to as “creativity machines” because they are capable
of independent and complex functioning.
What are the ‘Creativity machines’?
Creativity machines can process and critically analyse data, learning from it.
● This process is known as machine learning.
● Once the machine learning phase has occurred, the machine is able to “autonomously” create
without human intervention.
Background:
● The patent application listing DABUS as the inventor was filed in patent offices around the world,
including the U.S., Europe, Australia, and South Africa.
● The United States Patent and Trademark Office and the European Patent Office rejected these
applications in the formal examination phase.
Why are some experts opposing this move?
They gave three reasons.
1. First, their respective patent laws only provide for human inventors — not AI — as indicated by the use
of pronouns such as “him” and “her” in their text.
2. Second, ideas, for the purposes of patents, require the element of “mental conception” — something
of which only a human mind is capable.
3. Finally, inventorship comes with rights, which AI is not legally capable of possessing.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. What is machine learning?
2. What are creativity machines?
3. What is DABUS?

4. What are IPs?
5. Types of intellectual property rights.
Mains Link: Comment on the implications of latest
move by South Africa.

Link: https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/technology/in-a-world-first-south-africa-grants-patent-to-anartificial-intelligence-system/article35817497.ece/amp/.

Import of crushed genetically modified (GM) soybean allowed:
Context:
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The Union government has decided to allow the import of crushed genetically modified (GM) soybean, which
is a major ingredient of poultry feed.
What necessitated this move?
The poultry industry has been crushed by multiple disasters over the last year and a half.
● In January 2020, a false rumour that COVID-19 could be spread by eating chicken meat led to a crash in
demand.
● A year later, avian flu cases led to another crash, followed by a crippling rise in the prices of poultry
feed.
● Besides, over the last three to four years, soy meal has been available at an average cost of ₹34 to
36/kg. This month, it shot up to ₹96/kg (Soy meal is the main protein ingredient in the feed).
Concerns/criticisms:
1. Environmental activists have raised concerns about the permission given for something derived from a
genetically modified plant to enter the human food chain, given that India’s regulatory system has yet
to approve GM foods.
2. Besides, the 1989 rules of the Environment Protection Act applied not just to GM organisms, but also
products and substances thereof.
What are Genetically Modified crops?
● A GM or transgenic crop is a plant that has a novel combination of genetic material obtained through
the use of modern biotechnology.
● GM crop can contain a gene(s) that has been artificially inserted instead of the plant acquiring it
through pollination.
Approval Process for GM crops in India:
● The Genetic Engineering Appraisal Committee (GEAC) is the apex body that allows for commercial
release of GM crops.
● Use of the unapproved GM variant can attract a jail term of 5 years and fine of Rs. 1 lakh under the
Environment Protection Act, 1986.
● Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) is the authorised body to regulate the imported
crops in India.
Status of GM Soybean and soyabean seeds in India:
India allows the import of GM soybean and canola oil. Import of GM soya bean seeds was so far not approved
in India.
Insta Curious:
Did you know about the Poultry Venture Capital Fund (PVCF)? Reference:
Link: https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GQ38SFOS2.1&imageview=0.

Bill on cryptocurrency:
Context:
The proposed legislation on cryptocurrencies has been tabled before the Cabinet and awaiting its approval.
Present status:
● An inter-ministerial panel on cryptocurrency has recommended that all private cryptocurrencies,
except any virtual currencies issued by state, will be prohibited in India.
● The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has also raised concerns on the cryptocurrencies traded in the market
and conveyed them to the Centre.
● Back in March 2020, the Supreme Court had allowed banks and financial institutions to reinstate
services related to cryptocurrencies by setting aside the RBI's 2018 circular that had prohibited them
(Based on the ground of "proportionality").
www.insightsonindia.com
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Overview of the Bill:
It prohibits all private cryptocurrencies and provides for an official digital currency to be issued by the Reserve
Bank of India.
The purpose of the law has been described as:
1. to create a facilitative framework for an official digital currency issued by the RBI.
2. to “prohibit all private cryptocurrencies in India”.
What are
Cryptocurrencies?
Cryptocurrencies are
digital currencies in which
encryption techniques
are used to regulate the
generation of units of
currency and verify the
transfer of funds,
operating independently
of a central bank.
Examples: Bitcoin,
Ethereum etc.
Why the govt wants to ban cryptocurrencies?
1. Sovereign guarantee: Cryptocurrencies pose risks to consumers. They do not have any sovereign
guarantee and hence are not legal tender.
2. Market volatility: Their speculative nature also makes them highly volatile. For instance, the value of
Bitcoin fell from USD 20,000 in December 2017 to USD 3,800 in November 2018.
3. Risk in security: A user loses access to their cryptocurrency if they lose their private key (unlike
traditional digital banking accounts, this password cannot be reset).
4. Malware threats: In some cases, these private keys are stored by technical service providers
(cryptocurrency exchanges or wallets), which are prone to malware or hacking.
5. Money laundering.
Insta Curious: National Informatics Centre (NIC) has set up a Centre of Excellence (CoE) in Blockchain
Technology in Bengaluru. Do you know how it works? Reference:
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. Various cryptocurrencies.
2. Cryptocurrencies launched by various
countries.

3. What is Blockchain technology?
Mains Link: What are Cryptocurrencies? Why there
is a need for regulation? Discuss.

Link: https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GUI8SPU6V.1&imageview=0.

World's second-largest refurbished gene bank at New Delhi:
Context:
The world's second-largest refurbished state-of-the-art National Gene Bank was inaugurated recently at the
National Bureau of Plant Genetic Resources (NBPGR), Pusa, New Delhi.
What are Gene Banks?
People save money in banks, in case of an emergency. Genetic banks serve a similar purpose for farmers and
scientists who work to conserve rare plants and animals.
Significance:
1. Researchers or farmers can withdraw samples from these “gene” banks to help rebuild populations of
rare plant varieties and animal breeds or to help increase genetic diversity within species.
www.insightsonindia.com
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2. Gene banks also preserve cells or organisms that host unusual gene variants — genes with special
traits. Those genes might later prove useful when some disease epidemic strikes, when the climate
changes or when other factors threaten the survival of plants or animals.
3. Farmers could use the banked deposits — stored cells or tissues — to restore genetic diversity or to
introduce traits from other breeds or varieties.
About the National Gene Bank:
● Established in 1996 to preserve the seeds of Plant Genetic Resources (PGR) for future generations.
● It has the capacity to preserve about one million germplasm in the form of seeds.
● It stores different crop groups such as cereals, millets, medicinal and aromatic plants and narcotics, etc.
● Presently, the National Gene Bank has been protecting 4.52 lakh accessions, of which 2.7 lakh are the
Indian germplasm while the rest have been imported from other countries.
NGB has four kinds of facilities to cater to long-term as well as medium-term conservation namely:
1. Seed Gene bank (- 18°C).
2. Cryo gene bank (-170°C to -196°C).
3. In-vitro Gene bank (25°C).
4. Field Gene bank.
Why is there a need for Gene Bank?
It will make the farmers of the country self-reliant and the government has been making every effort in that
direction.
Insta Curious: Did you know that the National Bureau of Plant Genetic Resources (NBPGR) functions under the
control of Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR). Look out for similar organizations which function
under ICAR. Reference, read this.
Did you know that the Svalbard Global Seed Vault in Norway houses the world’s largest collection of seeds?

GM soya cake imports:
Context:
With rising soyabean prices escalating the poultry industry’s costs, the Centre has allowed the import of 1.2
million metric tonnes of crushed and de-oiled genetically modified (GM) soya cake till October 31, 2021.
Need for:
Soyabean meal is an essential raw material for the poultry industry, but prices have more than doubled over
the past couple of months. Besides, protein sources like fish, meat and milk have recorded high inflation.
Status of GM Soybean and soyabean seeds in India:
India allows the import of GM soybean and canola oil. Import of GM soya bean seeds was so far not approved
in India.
Concerns/criticisms associated with the latest move:
1. Environmental activists have raised concerns about the permission given for something derived from a
genetically modified plant to enter the human food chain, given that India’s regulatory system has yet
to approve GM foods.
2. Besides, the 1989 rules of the Environment Protection Act applied not just to GM organisms, but also
products and substances thereof.
Approval Process for GM crops in India:
● The Genetic Engineering Appraisal Committee (GEAC) is the apex body that allows for commercial
release of GM crops.
● Use of the unapproved GM variant can attract a jail term of 5 years and fine of Rs. 1 lakh under the
Environment Protection Act, 1986.
www.insightsonindia.com
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●

Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) is the authorised body to regulate the imported
crops in India.

What are Genetically Modified crops?
● A GM or transgenic crop is a plant that has a novel combination of genetic material obtained through
the use of modern biotechnology.
● GM crop can contain a gene(s) that has been artificially inserted instead of the plant acquiring it
through pollination.
Insta Curious:
Did you know that Bt cotton is the only GM crop that is allowed in India? How is it different from Herbicide
Tolerant Bt (Ht Bt) cotton? Reference: read this.
Link: https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=G0D8TLE6P.1&imageview=0.

What is LiDAR?
Context:
In its first major step towards mapping the jurisdiction of the entire stretch of the SoU Area Development
Authority (SOUADA), the Gujarat government is employing drone-based aerial Light Detection and Ranging
(LiDAR) and photogrammetry technology.
● The technology will map with laser precision the exact contours, natural structures to buildings,
including their cracks from the top with precision.
What is LiDAR?
It is a remote sensing method that
uses light in the form of a pulsed laser
to measure ranges (variable distances)
to the Earth.
● These light pulses—combined
with other data recorded by
the airborne system—
generate precise, threedimensional information about
the shape of the Earth and its
surface characteristics.
How it works?
LiDAR follows a simple principle —
throw laser light at an object on the
earth surface and calculate the time it
takes to return to the LiDAR source.
Given the speed at which the light travels (approximately 186,000 miles per second), the process of measuring
the exact distance through LiDAR appears to be incredibly fast.
● A lidar instrument principally consists of a laser, a scanner, and a specialized GPS receiver.
● Airplanes and helicopters are the most commonly used platforms for acquiring lidar data over broad
areas.
Insta Curious: LiDAR vs Radar: know the differences
here.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. What is GPS?
2. Location based navigation services of
various countries including India.
www.insightsonindia.com
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4. Applications of LiDAR.
5. What is Laser?
Mains Link: Discuss the significance of LiDAR
technology.
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Topics: Conservation related issues, environmental pollution and degradation,
environmental impact assessment.

India’s leopard count:
Context:
Union Environment Ministry has released a new report titled- Status of Leopards, Co-predators and
Megaherbivores-2018.
● The report was released on July 29, 2021 — World Tiger Day.
As per the report:
● India’s official leopard count has increased 63 per cent from 2014-2018. There were 12,852 leopards in
the country in 2018 (7,910 in 2014).
● The largest number of leopards have been estimated in Madhya Pradesh (3,421) followed by Karnataka
(1,783) and Maharashtra (1,690).
About Leopard:
1. Scientific Name- Panthera pardus.
2. Listed in Schedule I of the Indian Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972.
3. Included in Appendix I of CITES.
4. Listed as vulnerable on the IUCN Red List.
5. Nine subspecies of the leopard have been recognized, and they are distributed across Africa and Asia.
The government has also informed that there are 14 tiger reserves that had received the accreditation of the
Global Conservation Assured|Tiger Standards (CA|TS), an accreditation tool agreed upon by tiger range
countries. These include:
1. Manas, Kaziranga and Orang in Assam.
2. Satpura, Kanha and Panna in Madhya Pradesh.
3. Pench in Maharashtra.
4. Valmiki Tiger Reserve in Bihar.
5. Dudhwa in Uttar Pradesh.
6. Sunderbans in West Bengal.
7. Parambikulam in Kerala.
8. Bandipur Tiger Reserve of Karnataka.
9. Mudumalai and Anamalai Tiger Reserve in Tamil Nadu.
What is Conservation Assured | Tiger Standards (CA|TS)?
CA|TS has been agreed upon as an accreditation tool by the global coalition of Tiger Range Countries (TRCs)
and has been developed by tiger and protected area experts.
● CA|TS is a set of criteria which allows tiger sites to check if their management will lead to successful
tiger conservation.
● It was officially launched in 2013.
● The Global Tiger Forum (GTF), an international NGO working on tiger conservation, and World Wildlife
Fund India are the two implementing partners of the National Tiger Conservation Authority for CATS
assessment in India.
Insta Curious: Did you know that no separate census for leopard is conducted? The quadrennial tiger survey
also estimates the population of other animals including leopards by relying on camera trap images. Reference:
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. IUCN status of Leopard.
2. What is CITES?
3. Subspecies of leopard.
4. Various Schedules under the Wildlife
Protection Act 1972.
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5. Tiger census in India is conducted by?
6. IUCN red list categories.
Mains Link: Discuss why a separate census is
necessary for the estimation of leopards in India.
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Link: https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/wildlife-biodiversity/india-s-leopard-count-jumps-63-in-just-4years-78184.

Why ‘net zero’ carbon targets may not be enough to tackle climate
change?
Context:
Independent charitable organisation Oxfam has said that ‘net zero’ carbon targets that many countries have
announced may be a “dangerous distraction” from the priority of cutting carbon emissions.
Why so?
1. The report says that if the challenge of change is tackled only by way of planting more trees, then
about 1.6 billion hectares of new forests would be required to remove the world’s excess carbon
emissions by the year 2050.
2. Also, such land-hungry ‘net zero’ schemes could force an 80 per cent rise in global food prices and
more hunger while allowing rich nations and corporates to continue “dirty business-as-usual."
What needs to be done then?
To limit global warming below 1.5°C and to prevent irreversible damage from climate change, the world needs
to collectively be on track and should aim to cut emissions by 45 per cent by 2030 from 2010 levels, with the
sharpest being made by the biggest emitters.
Which countries have announced net-zero targets?
1. In 2019, the New Zealand government passed the Zero Carbon Act, which committed the country to
zero carbon emissions by 2050.
2. The UK’s parliament passed legislation requiring the government to reduce the UK’s net emissions of
greenhouse gases by 100 per cent.
3. US president Joe Biden announced that the country will cut its greenhouse gas emissions by at least 50
per cent below 2005 levels by 2030.
4. World War Zero was launched in 2019 to bring together unlikely allies on climate change and with the
goal of reaching net-zero carbon emissions in the country by 2050.
5. The European Union plan “Fit for 55”, the European Commission has asked all of its 27 member
countries to cut emissions by 55 per cent below 1990 levels by 2030.
6. China announced that it would become net-zero by the year 2060 and that it would not allow its
emissions to peak beyond what they are in 2030.
What about India?
India, the world’s third-biggest emitter of greenhouse gases, after the US and China, is the only major player
holding out.
● India has been arguing that instead of opening up a parallel discussion on net-zero targets outside of
the Paris Agreement framework, countries must focus on delivering on what they have already
promised.
India's concerns:
Over the next two to three decades, India’s emissions are likely to grow at the fastest pace in the world, as it
presses for higher growth to pull hundreds of millions of people out of poverty. No amount of afforestation or
reforestation would be able to compensate for the increased emissions. Most of the carbon removal
technologies right now are either unreliable or very expensive.
What does net-zero mean?
Net-zero, which is also referred to as carbon-neutrality, does not mean that a country would bring down its
emissions to zero. That would be gross-zero, which means reaching a state where there are no emissions at
all, a scenario hard to comprehend.
www.insightsonindia.com
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●

Basically, net-zero is a state in which a country’s emissions are compensated by absorption and
removal of greenhouse gases from the atmosphere.

Insta Curious: Know what Blue Carbon , Black Carbon and Brown Carbon is? Read Here
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. About the Climate Leaders’ Summit.
2. What is net-zero?

3. Countries committed to net-zero.
4. About Paris Agreement.
Mains Link: Discuss the significance of carbon sinks.

Link: https://www.google.com/amp/s/indianexpress.com/article/explained/net-zero-carbon-emissionsclimate-change-7436649/lite/.

Air Quality Commission Bill for NCR:
Context:
The Bill to formalise the Commission for Air Quality Management For National Capital Region and Adjoining
Areas was recently cleared by Lok Sabha.
Note:
We have Covered this article in-detail recently. There are no further developments on this. Hence, we request
you to kindly go through this link to understand about the Bill.

Common survey to count elephants and tigers:
Context:
India is planning to adopt the new population estimation protocol in the all-India elephant and tiger population
survey in 2022.
● As per the new protocol, India will move to a system that will count tigers and elephants as part of a
common survey.
Benefits of the new method:
Given that 90% of the area occupied by elephants and tigers is common, and once estimation methods are
standardised, having a common survey can significantly save costs.
How are they counted currently?
Currently, the tiger survey is usually held once in four years and elephants are counted once in five years.
1. Since 2006, the Wildlife Institute of India (WII), Dehradun, which is affiliated to the Environment
Ministry, has a standardised protocol in place that States then use to estimate tiger numbers. Based on
sightings in camera traps and indirect estimation methods, tiger numbers are computed.
2. Elephant numbers largely rely on States directly counting the number of elephants. In recent years,
techniques such as analysing dung samples have also been deployed to estimate birth rates and
population trends in elephants.
How many tigers and elephants are there in the country?
According to the most recent 2018-19 survey, there were 2,997 tigers in India. According to the last count in
2017, there were 29,964 elephants in India.
Efforts aimed at conservation of Elephants and their corridors at all- India level:
● ‘Gaj Yatra’, a nationwide campaign to protect elephants, was launched on the occasion of World
Elephant Day in 2017. The campaign is planned to cover 12 elephant range states.
● The campaign aims to create awareness about elephant corridors to encourage free movement in their
habitat.
Forest Ministry guide to managing human-elephant conflict (Best Practices):
1. Retaining elephants in their natural habitats by creating water sources and management of forest fires.
www.insightsonindia.com

133

InsightsIAS

2.
3.
4.
5.

Elephant Proof trenches in Tamil Nadu.
Hanging fences and rubble walls in Karnataka.
Use of chili smoke in north Bengal and playing the sound of bees or carnivores in Assam.
Use of technology: Individual identification, monitoring of elephants in south Bengal and sending SMS
alerts to warn of elephant presence.

Efforts by Private Organizations in this regard:
● Asian Elephant Alliance, an umbrella initiative by five NGOs, had, last year, come together to secure 96
out of the 101 existing corridors used by elephants across 12 States in India.
● NGOs Elephant Family, International Fund for Animal Welfare, IUCN Netherlands and World Land
Trust have teamed up with Wildlife Trust of India’s (WTI) in the alliance.
About Asian Elephants:
1. Asian elephants are listed as “endangered” on the IUCN Red List of threatened species.
2. More than 60% of the world’s elephant population is in India.
3. Elephant is the Natural Heritage Animal of India.
Insta Curious: Have you heard of Asian Elephant Specialist Group (AsESG)? Reference:
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. IUCN conservation status of Asian
Elephant.
2. Elephant corridors in India.
3. Calving period of elephants.

4.
5.
6.
7.

Heritage animal of India.
About Gaj Yatra.
Elephant herd is led by?
State with highest elephant population in
India.

Mains Link: Discuss the measures suggested by the Environment Ministry to manage man- elephant conflicts.
Link: https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GJ48SBFU6.1&imageview=0.

IPCC’s Sixth Assessment report:
Context: Recently, IPCC released its Sixth Assessment Report “Climate Change 2021: The Physical Science”.
● Several Indian Scientists have participated in the preparation of this report.
What is Sixth Assessment Report (AR6)?
The Sixth Assessment Report (AR6) of the United Nations Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC)
is the sixth in a series of reports intended to assess scientific, technical, and socio-economic information
concerning climate change.
● This report evaluates the physical science of climate change – looking at the past, present, and future
climate.
● It reveals how human-caused emissions are altering our planet and what that means for our collective
future.
Highlights of Sixth Assessment Report (AR6):
● Weather and climate events – such as extreme heat, heavy rainfall, fire conditions, and droughts – are
becoming more severe and frequent because of climate change.
● The report finds we are already edging closer to a 1.5 degrees Celsius warmer world, and every day
emissions rise the prospects for averting the worst impacts of climate change become dimmer.
● Carbon dioxide has been and will continue to be the dominant cause of global warming under all
greenhouse gas emissions scenarios.
● It says, if greenhouse gas emissions are halved by 2030 and net zero by 2050, global warming can be
stopped.
● Also, IPCC report vindicates India’s position that historical cumulative emissions are the source of the
climate crisis that the World faces today.
Major Concerns:
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The report highlights that our climate is rapidly changing due to human influence and is already altering our
planet in drastic ways –
● Arctic Sea ice is at its lowest level in more than 150 years;
● Sea levels are rising faster than at any time in at least the last 3,000 years; and
● Glaciers are declining at a rate unprecedented in at least 2,000 years.
Need of the hour:
● It is essential that all countries – in particular the major economies – do their part during this critical
decade of the 2020s to put the world on a trajectory to keep a 1.5 degrees Celsius limit on warming
within reach.
● This is why the United States has committed to a 50-52 percent reduction in emissions from 2005
levels in 2030 and is marshaling the entire federal government to tackle the climate crisis.
● As countries prepare for the 26th UN Climate Change Conference (COP26) in Glasgow, this report is a
stark reminder that we must let science drive us to action.
● This moment requires world leaders, the private sector, and individuals to act together with urgency
and do everything it takes to protect our planet and our future in this decade and beyond.

National Hydrogen Mission:
Context:
The launch of the National Hydrogen Mission was announced by PM Modi. The aim is to make India a global
hub for the production and export of green hydrogen.
Background:
The proposal for the National Hydrogen Mission was made in the Budget 2021 to launch NHM that would
enable the generation of hydrogen “from green power sources".
What is Hydrogen fuel?
Hydrogen is the lightest and first element on the periodic table. Since the weight of hydrogen is less than air,
it rises in the atmosphere and is therefore rarely found in its pure form, H2.
● At standard temperature and pressure, hydrogen is a nontoxic, nonmetallic, odorless, tasteless,
colorless, and highly combustible diatomic gas.
● Hydrogen fuel is a zero-emission fuel burned with oxygen. It can be used in fuel cells or internal
combustion engines. It is also used as a fuel for spacecraft propulsion.
Occurrence of Hydrogen:
● It is the most abundant element in the universe. The sun and other stars are composed largely of
hydrogen.
● Astronomers estimate that 90% of the atoms in the universe are hydrogen atoms. Hydrogen is a
component of more compounds than any other element.
● Water is the most abundant compound of hydrogen found on earth.
● Molecular hydrogen is not available on Earth in convenient natural reservoirs. Most hydrogen on
Earth is bonded to oxygen in water and to carbon in live or dead and/or fossilized biomass. It can be
created by splitting water into hydrogen and oxygen.
Storage:
Hydrogen can be stored physically as either a gas or a liquid.
● Storage of hydrogen as a gas typically requires high-pressure tanks.
● Storage of hydrogen as a liquid requires cryogenic temperatures because the boiling point of hydrogen
at one atmosphere pressure is −252.8°C.
● Hydrogen can also be stored on the surfaces of solids (by adsorption) or within solids (by absorption).
Potential of clean hydrogen industry in reducing greenhouse gas emissions:
1. The only by-product or emission that results from the usage of hydrogen fuel is water — making the
fuel 100 per cent clean.
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2. Hydrogen is considered an alternative fuel. It is due to its ability to power fuel cells in zero-emission
electric vehicles, its potential for domestic production, and the fuel cell’s potential for high efficiency.
3. In fact, a fuel cell coupled with an electric motor is two to three times more efficient than an internal
combustion engine running on gasoline.
4. Hydrogen can also serve as fuel for internal combustion engines.
5. The energy in 2.2 pounds (1 kilogram) of hydrogen gas contains about the same as the energy in 1
gallon (6.2 pounds, 2.8 kilograms) of gasoline.
Policy Challenges:
1. One of the biggest challenges faced by the industry for using hydrogen commercially is the economic
sustainability of extracting green or blue hydrogen.
2. The technology used in production and use of hydrogen like Carbon Capture and Storage (CCS)and
hydrogen fuel cell technology are at nascent stage and are expensive which in turn increases the cost
of production of hydrogen.
3. Maintenance costs for fuel cells post-completion of a plant can be costly.
4. The commercial usage of hydrogen as a fuel and in industries requires mammoth investment in R&D of
such technology and infrastructure for production, storage, transportation and demand creation for
hydrogen.
Insta Curious: There are several ways of extracting hydrogen and, depending on the method, the hydrogen
produced is classified as ‘grey’, ‘blue’, or ‘green’ hydrogen. Reference:.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. About Green Hydrogen.
2. How is it produced?
3. Applications.

4. Benefits.
5. About the Hydrogen Energy Mission.
Mains Link: Discuss the benefits of Green
Hydrogen.

Link: https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GF78SMVT7.1&imageview=0.

Four more Indian sites get Ramsar recognition:
Context:
Four more Indian sites have been recognised as wetlands of international importance under the Ramsar
Convention taking the number of such sites in the country to 46.
The new sites include:
1. Sultanpur National Park, Haryana: More than 10 globally threatened, including the critically
endangered sociable lapwing, and the endangered Egyptian Vulture, Saker Falcon, Pallas's Fish Eagle
and Black-bellied Tern birds are found here.
2. Bhindawas Wildlife Sanctuary, Haryana: It is a human-made freshwater wetland. It is also the largest in
Haryana.
3. Thol, Gujarat: It is a Wildlife Sanctuary in Gujarat lies on the Central Asian Flyway and more than 320
bird species can be found here. It supports more than 30 threatened waterbird species, such as the
critically endangered White-rumped Vulture and Sociable Lapwing, and the vulnerable Sarus Crane,
Common Pochard and Lesser White-fronted Goose.
4. Wadhwana, Gujarat: It is internationally important for its birdlife as it provides wintering ground to
migratory waterbirds, including over 80 species that migrate on the Central Asian Flyway. Pallas's fishEagle, the vulnerable Common Pochard, and the near-threatened Dalmatian Pelican, Grey-headed Fisheagle and Ferruginous Duck are some birds found here.
Why wetlands are crucial for a healthy planet?
The health of people on our planet depends on healthy wetlands.
● 40% of the world's species live or breed in wetlands.
● Wetlands are "nurseries of life" - 40% of animals breed in wetlands.
● Wetlands are "kidneys of the earth" - they clean the environment of pollutants.
● Wetlands "matter for climate change" - they store 30% of land based carbon.
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●

Wetlands "minimize disaster risks" - they absorb storm surge.

Ramsar Convention:
● The Ramsar Convention is an international agreement promoting the conservation of wetlands.
● The Convention was adopted at Ramsar in Iran in 1971 and came into force in 1975. Almost 90% of the
UN member states are part of the Convention.
Montreux Record:
Montreux Record under the Convention is a register of wetland sites on the List of Wetlands of International
Importance where changes in ecological character have occurred, are occurring, or are likely to occur as a
result of technological developments, pollution or other human interference.
It is maintained as part of the Ramsar List.
The Montreux Record was established by Recommendation of the Conference of the Contracting Parties
(1990).
● Sites may be added to and removed from the Record only with the approval of the Contracting Parties
in which they lie.
Currently, two wetlands of India are in Montreux record: Keoladeo National Park (Rajasthan) and Loktak Lake
(Manipur).
Chilka lake (Odisha)was placed in the record but was later removed from it.
Insta Curious: What are Important Bird and Biodiversity Areas? How are they protected? Reference: Read this.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. About Ramsar convention.
2. About Montreux record.

3. Wetlands in India covered under the
convention.
4. About Tso Kar basin.
5. Important bird species found in the area.
6. About the Central Asian Flyway.

Kigali Amendment to the 1989 Montreal Protocol:
Context:
India has decided to ratify Kigali Amendment, a key amendment to the Montreal Protocol.
What is Kigali Amendment?
● Negotiated in the Rwandan capital in October 2016.
● The amendment has already come into force from the start of 2019.
● It enables the gradual phase-down of hydrofluorocarbons, or HFCs, a family of chemicals used
extensively in the air-conditioning, refrigeration and furnishing foam industry.
Goals under Kigali Amendment:
● Before the middle of this century, current HFC use has to be curtailed by at least 85 per cent. Countries
have different timelines to do this.
● India has to achieve this target by 2047 while the developed countries have to do it by 2036. China and
some other countries have a target of 2045.
● While the reductions for the rich countries have to begin immediately, India, and some other countries,
have to begin cutting their HFC use only from 2031.
Significance and the expected outcomes:
● If implemented successfully, the Kigali Amendment is expected to prevent about 0.5°C rise in global
warming by the end of this century.
● No other single intervention to cut greenhouse gas emissions comes even close to this in terms of
returns offered and the ease of implementation.
● It is thus considered crucial to achieving the Paris Agreement target of restricting temperature rise to
within 2°C from pre-industrial times.
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What are hydrofluorocarbons?
HFCs are known to be much worse than carbon dioxide in causing global warming.
In fact, according to the UN Environment Programme (UNEP), the average global warming potential of 22 of
the most used HFCs is about 2,500 times that of carbon dioxide.
About Montreal Protocol:
● The 1989 Montreal Protocol is meant to protect the ozone layer of the upper atmosphere.
● The Protocol mandated the complete phase-out of CFCs and other ozone-depleting substances (ODS),
which it has successfully managed to do in the last three decades.
What are the concerns now?
● CFCs were gradually replaced, first by HCFCs, or hydrochlorofluorocarbons, in some cases, and
eventually by HFCs which have minimal impact on the ozone layer.
● The transition from HCFCs to HFCs is still happening, particularly in the developing world.
● HFCs, though benign to the ozone layer, were powerful greenhouse gases.
● If left unabated, their contribution to annual greenhouse gas emissions is expected to reach up to 19%
by 2050.
Insta Curious: Did you know that the 20-year ‘India Cooling Action Plan’, or ICAP, released in 2019, describes
cooling as a “developmental need”? Know more about ICAP here.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. About the Kigali Amendment.
2. Targets.
3. HFCs vs HCFCs.

4. About Montreal Protocol.
5. About ODS.
Mains Link: Discuss the significance of Kigali
Amendment to Montreal Protocol.

Link: https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/kigali-amendment-india-global-warming-climate-changeozone-saving-agreement-7461956/lite/.

What is a smog tower?
Context:
The smog towers are being installed in Delhi on the lines of China, which has experimented with this
technology in its capital Beijing and other cities.
● The Delhi government will study the impact of smog towers on pollution and could add more such
structures across the national capital.
What is a smog tower?
● Smog towers are structures designed to
work as large-scale air purifiers. They are
fitted with multiple layers of air filters
and fans at the base to suck the air.
● After the polluted air enters the smog
tower, it is purified by the multiple layers
before being re-circulated into the
atmosphere.
Need for:
Delhi was the most polluted capital city in the
world in 2020 for the third consecutive year, according to a report by a Swiss group (released in March this
year) that ranked cities based on their air quality measured in terms of the levels of ultrafine particulate matter
(PM 2.5) that can enter the organs and cause lasting damage.
Background:
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Following high pollution levels in the national capital, the Supreme Court had in November 2019 asked the
Centre and the Delhi government to come up with a road map on installing smog towers in the national capital
region (NCR) to combat air pollution.
Reasons behind high pollution levels?
1. Construction work, industrial and vehicular pollution — in and around the city.
2. The situation is aggravated at the start of winter by smoke from stubble-burning in northwestern
states, coupled with unfavourable meteorological conditions, such as calm winds, low temperatures,
and fewer sunny days.
Measures taken to control pollution:
1. Persuading farmers in Punjab and Haryana to use mechanical alternatives to stubble-burning.
2. Closure of thermal power stations in Delhi.
3. Making industries use piped natural gas.
4. Control measures taken under the Graded Response Action Plan (GRAP) when pollution levels spike.
Insta Curious: Do you also know about Anti-Smog guns which are Installed at various places in Delhi? How do
they work? Reference:
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. About the National Clean Air Programme.
2. Who releases the national air quality
index?
3. Composition and functions of the Central
Pollution Control Board (CPCB).
4. What is natural gas?

5. Overview of the Graded Response Action
Plan (GRAP).
Mains Link: Discuss the measures needed to
reduce pollution levels in the National Capital.
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=GFQ8TI2UT.1&imageview=0.

‘SUJALAM’ Campaign:
Context:
The Ministry of Jal Shakti has begun (From 25th August) ‘SUJALAM’, a ‘100 days campaign’ as part of the
‘Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav’.
About the campaign:
● The objective is to create more and more ODF Plus villages by undertaking waste water management
at village level.
● This is done particularly through creation of 1 million Soak-pits and also other Grey water
management activities.
The key activities that will be organised in the villages under this campaign include:
1. Organizing Community consultations, Khuli Baithaks and Gram Sabha meetings to analyze the current
situation.
2. Pass resolution to maintain ODF sustainability and achieve needed number of soak pits to manage the
grey water.
3. Develop a 100 days’ plan to undertake sustainability and soak pit construction related activities.
4. Construct requisite number of soak pits.
5. Retrofit toilets where needed through IEC and community mobilization.
6. Ensure all newly emerging Households in the village have access to toilets.
Significance:
● The campaign will not only build desired infrastructure i.e. soak pit for management of greywater in
villages but will also aid in sustainable management of waterbodies.
● The campaign would boost the momentum of Swacch Bharat Mission- Grameen phase II activities
through community participation.
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Need for:
The disposal of waste water and clogging of waterbodies in the villages or on the outskirts of the villages
remain one of the major problems. The Campaign would help in management of the wastewater and in turn
would help to revive the waterbodies.
What is ODF tag?
The original ODF protocol, issued in March 2016, said, “A city/ward is notified as ODF city/ward if, at any point
of the day, not a single person is found defecating in the open.”
What is ODF+, ODF++?
ODF+ and ODF++ were launched in August 2018 to further scale up and sustain the work undertaken by the
cities after achieving the ODF status under Phase I of the Swachh Bharat Mission — Urban (SBM-Urban).
Eligibility: Cities that had been certified ODF at least once, on the basis of the ODF protocols, are eligible to
declare themselves as SBM-ODF+ & SBM-ODF++.
What is ODF+?
A city, ward or work circle could be declared ODF+ if, “at any point of the day, not a single person is found
defecating and/or urinating in the open, and all community and public toilets are functional and wellmaintained.”
What is ODF++?
The ODF++ protocol adds the condition that “faecal sludge/septage and sewage is safely managed and treated,
with no discharging and/or dumping of untreated faecal sludge/septage and sewage in drains, water bodies or
open areas.”
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. ODF+ vs ODF++- criteria.
2. Phase 1 vs Phase 2 of SBM.
3. SBM Urban and Rural, implementing
ministries.
4. Nirmal Bharat Abhiyaan vs SBM.

Mains Link: “Swachh Bharat Mission campaign has
become the global benchmark for participatory and
transformative development.” Elucidate.
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=GQP8TP6I5.1&imageview=0.

Eco-sensitive zone of the Deepar Beel Wildlife Sanctuary notified:
Context:
Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change has notified the eco-sensitive zone of the Deepar Beel
Wildlife Sanctuary on the south-western edge of Guwahati.
● The notification specified an area “to an extent varying from 294 metres to 16.32 km” as the ecosensitive zone, with the total area being 148.9767 sq. km.
Need for:
The wetland has for decades been threatened by a railway track — set to be doubled and electrified — on its
southern rim, a garbage dump, and encroachment from human habitation and commercial units.
Implications of the latest move:
1. No new commercial hotels and resorts shall be permitted within 1 km of the boundary of the protected
area or up to the extent of the eco-sensitive zone, whichever is nearer, except for small temporary
structures for eco-tourism activities.
2. Among activities prohibited in the eco-sensitive zone are hydroelectric projects, brick kilns, commercial
use of firewood and discharge of untreated effluents in natural water bodies or land areas.
About Deepar Beel:
Deepar Beel is one of the largest freshwater lakes in Assam and the State’s only Ramsar site besides being an
Important Bird Area.
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●

It is a permanent freshwater lake, in a former channel of the Brahmaputra River, to the south of the
main river.

Why this wetland needs protection?
The wetland of Deepar Beel constitutes a unique habitat for aquatic flora and avian fauna.
● About 150 species of birds have been recorded in the sanctuary, out of which two are critically
endangered, one endangered, five vulnerable and four near-threatened.
● Elephants regularly visit the wetland from adjoining Rani and Garhbhanda Reserve Forest and the
wetland is an integral part of the elephant habitat.
● Besides these, 12 species of reptiles, 50 species of fish, six species of amphibians along with 155
species of aquatic macro-biota have been recorded in the sanctuary.
What are the Eco-sensitive Zones (ESZs)?
1. Eco-Sensitive Zones (ESZs) or Ecologically Fragile Areas (EFAs) are areas notified by the MoEFCC
around Protected Areas, National Parks and Wildlife Sanctuaries.
2. The purpose of declaring ESZs is to create some kind of “shock absorbers” to the protected areas by
regulating and managing the activities around such areas.
3. They also act as a transition zone from areas of high protection to areas involving lesser protection.
4. The Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 does not mention the word “Eco-Sensitive Zones”.
5. An ESZ could go up to 10 kilometres around a protected area as provided in the Wildlife Conservation
Strategy, 2002.
6. Moreover, in the case where sensitive corridors, connectivity and ecologically important patches,
crucial for landscape linkage, are beyond 10 km width, these should be included in the ESZs.
Insta Curious:
Recently, four more sites got Ramsar Recognition. Which are those sites? Reference: read this.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. How an eco-sensitive zone is declared?
2. How is it declared?c
3. Boundaries.
4. About Wayanad Wildlife Sanctuary.
5. About Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve.

Mains Link: Discuss the need for eco sensitive
zones around the protected areas.
Link:https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehin
du.com/sci-tech/energy-and-environment/assamsdeepar-beel-wildlife-sanctuary-breathes-easyafter-eco-sensitive-zonenotification/article36133229.ece/amp/.

Animal Discoveries 2020:
Context:
It is a document published recently by the Zoological Survey of India (ZSI).
● It reveals that 557 new species have been added to India's fauna in 2020, which includes 407 new
species and 150 new records.
● The number of faunal species in India has climbed to 1,02,718 species.
Important Species added:
1. Trimeresurus salazar, a new species of green pit viper discovered from Arunachal Pradesh;
2. Lycodon deccanensis, the Deccan wolf snake discovered from Karnataka;
3. Sphaerotheca Bengaluru, a new species of burrowing frog named after the city of Bengaluru.
4. Xyrias anjaalai, a new deep water species of snake eel from Kerala;
5. Glyptothorax giudikyensis, a new species of catfish from Manipur;
6. Clyster galateansis, a new species of scarab beetles from the Great Nicobar Biosphere.
7. Myotis cf. frater, a bat species earlier known from China, Taiwan and Russia, has been reported for the
first time from Uttarakhand in India;
8. Zoothera citrina gibsonhilli, an orange-headed thrush earlier known from southern Myanmar to south
Thailand (central Malay peninsula), was reported for the first time from India based on a collection
made from the Narcondam island in the Andaman & Nicobar Islands.
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Zoological Survey of India:
● The Zoological Survey of India (ZSI), a subordinate organization of the Ministry of Environment and
Forests was established in 1916.
● It is a national centre for faunistic survey and exploration of the resources leading to the advancement
of knowledge on the exceptionally rich faunal diversity of the country.
● It has its headquarters at Kolkata and 16 regional stations located in different geographic locations of
the country.
Insta Curious: Do you know about the Species Recovery Programme, which is one of the three components of
the Integrated Development of Wildlife Habitats (IDWH)? Reference:
Link: https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/energy-and-environment/india-adds-557new-species-to-its-fauna-zoological-survey-of-india/article36141615.ece/amp/.

Punjab govt. to give incentives to industries for using stubble:
Context:
In an effort to check stubble burning menace during the paddy season, Punjab Government has announced a
slew of measures.
Highlights:
1. Certain categories of industries have been permitted to install paddy-straw-fired boilers to claim fiscal
incentives.
2. Cumulative fiscal incentives of ₹25 crore have been provided to the first 50 existing industries on ‘first
come first serve’ basis for using paddy straw as fuel in boilers.
3. Non-fiscal incentives to industries are in terms of availability of ‘Panchayat’ land for storage of paddy
straw with lease agreement upto 33 years.
4. Balers would be made available on priority in areas where paddy straw is used as fuel in boilers.
Significance:
The move would help in tackling the menace of stubble burning during harvesting of Kharif crops, thus also
conserving the fertility of soil and saving the beneficial micro-organisms.
What is stubble burning?
It is a common practice followed by farmers to prepare fields for sowing of wheat in November as there is little
time left between the harvesting of paddy and sowing of wheat.
Impact: Stubble burning results in emission of harmful gases such carbon diaoxide, sulphur dioxide, nitrogen
dioxide along with particulate matter.
Why farmers opt for stubble burning?
1. They do not have alternatives for utilising them effectively.
2. The farmers are ill-equipped to deal with waste because they cannot afford the new technology that is
available to handle the waste material.
3. With less income due to crop damage, farmers are likely to be inclined to light up their fields to cut
costs and not spend on scientific ways of stubble management.
Advantages of stubble burning:
● It quickly clears the field and is the cheapest alternative.
● Kills weeds, including those resistant to herbicide.
● Kills slugs and other pests.
● Can reduce nitrogen tie-up.
Effects of Stubble Burning:

www.insightsonindia.com

142

InsightsIAS

●

●
●

Pollution: Open stubble burning emits large amounts of toxic pollutants in the atmosphere which
contain harmful gases like methane (CH4), Carbon Monoxide (CO), Volatile organic compound (VOC)
and carcinogenic polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons. They may eventually cause smog.
Soil Fertility: Burning husk on ground destroys the nutrients in the soil, making it less fertile.
Heat Penetration: Heat generated by stubble burning penetrates into the soil, leading to the loss of
moisture and useful microbes.

Alternative solutions that can avoid Stubble Burning:
1. Promote paddy straw-based power plants. It will also create employment opportunities.
2. Incorporation of crop residues in the soil can improve soil moisture and help activate the growth of soil
microorganisms for better plant growth.
3. Convert the removed residues into enriched organic manure through composting.
4. New opportunities for industrial use such as extraction of yeast protein can be explored through
scientific research.
What needs to be done- Supreme Court’s observations?
1. Incentives could be provided to those who are not burning the stubble and disincentives for those who
continue the practice.
2. The existing Minimum Support Price (MSP) Scheme must be so interpreted as to enable the States
concerned to wholly or partly deny the benefit of MSP to those who continue to burn the crop residue.
Chhattisgarh Model:
An innovative experiment has been undertaken by the Chhattisgarh government by setting up gauthans.
● A gauthan is a dedicated five-acre plot, held in common by each village, where all the unused stubble is
collected through parali daan (people’s donations) and is converted into organic fertiliser by mixing
with cow dung and few natural enzymes.
● The scheme also generates employment among rural youth.
● The government supports the transportation of parali from the farm to the nearest gauthan.
● The state has successfully developed 2,000 gauthans.
Link: https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/punjab-govt-to-giveincentives-to-industries-for-using-stubble/article36129865.ece/amp/.

Oil palm plan is a recipe for disaster
Context: Environmental activists and politicians have expressed concerns over the centre’s proposal to
promote oil palm cultivation in the Northeastern states and in the Andaman and Nicobar islands
More on this:
● The concerns are primarily expressed on the ground that promotion of oil palm cultivation will further
result in environmental degradation (oil palm is an invasive species) of the pristine ecosystem
already threatened by various other threats
● Other concerns expressed include- impact on community ownership of tribal lands, oil palm cultivation
is a water-intensive task, monoculture cropping with a long gestation period will be unsuitable for small
farmers, endangering wildlife etc
● However, the government has allayed some of these concerns through its justification that the land
identified for the cultivation in the north-eastern states have already been cleared and are cultivating
in some cases, oilseeds; shifting to oil palm is more productive than cultivating oilseeds for the farmers
About National Mission on Edible Oil-Oil Palm
Insta-curious links: What are the alternatives to palm oil? Reference
InstaLinks:
Prelims link
www.insightsonindia.com
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2. What are its salient features?
3. Status of oil palm cultivation in India?

Mains link: Threats posed to the North-Eastern
environment because of this proposal and how to
combat them.

Leaded petrol eradicated, says UNEP
Context: The use of leaded petrol has been eradicated from the globe as per the observation made by UNEP
More on this
● Achieving of this milestone will prevent more than 1.2 million premature deaths and save world
economies over $2.4 trillion annually
● Algeria — the last country to use the fuel — exhausted its supplies last month
● India banned leaded petrol in March 2000
Harmful effects of leaded petrol
● Lead exposure can have serious consequences for the health of children. At high levels of exposure,
lead attacks the brain and central nervous system to cause coma, convulsions and even death. Children
who survive severe lead poisoning may be left with mental retardation and behavioral disorders.
● Lead in bone is released into blood during pregnancy and becomes a source of exposure to the
developing fetus.
● The Institute for Health Metrics and Evaluation (IHME) estimated that in 2017, lead exposure
accounted for 1.06 million deaths and 24.4 million years of healthy life lost (disability-adjusted life
years (DALYs)) worldwide due to long-term effects on health.
● Lead also causes long-term harm in adults, including increased risk of high blood pressure and kidney
damage.
About UNEP
● The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) is the leading global environmental authority that
sets the global environmental agenda, promotes the coherent implementation of the environmental
dimension of sustainable development within the United Nations system, and serves as an
authoritative advocate for the global environment.
● It aims to provide leadership and encourage partnership in caring for the environment by inspiring,
informing, and enabling nations and peoples to improve their quality of life without compromising that
of future generations.
● It is headquartered in Nairobi, Kenya
● The broad areas where UNEP focuses are: climate change, disasters and conflicts, ecosystem
management, environmental governance, chemicals and waste, resource efficiency, and environment
under review
● The UNEP is funded by voluntary contributions of its members
● It hosts the secretariats of many critical multilateral environmental agreements and research bodies,
bringing together nations and the environmental community to tackle the greatest challenges of our
time. These include the following:
● The Convention on Biological Diversity
● The Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora
● The Minamata Convention on Mercury
● The Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm Conventions
● The Vienna Convention for the Protection of Ozone Layer and the Montreal Protocol
● The Convention on Migratory Species
● The Carpathian Convention
● The Bamako Convention
● The Tehran Convention
Instacurious: Areas where oil is found in this world- Reference
InstaLinks:
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1. What is leaded petrol?
2. Harmful effects of leaded petrol
3. UNEP- aims, powers and mandate

Mains link: Throw light on the UNEP’s significance
and its role in environmental conservation efforts

Topics: Disaster and management.

Hydro-meteorological calamities:
Context:
The Union Home Ministry has released data on fatalities caused due to hydro-meteorological calamities.
(Note: Hydro-meteorological calamities and hazards include flash floods, cloudburst and landslides).
Highlights:
1. Nearly 6,800 people lost their lives in the country over the past three years due to hydrometeorological calamities.
2. West Bengal has recorded the highest deaths among all States.
3. The causes for these calamities include extreme rainfall events or cloudbursts.
4. These types of fatal landslip events are common almost every year, mainly in the Himalayan States, in
the Western Ghats, and Konkan areas.
5. In terms of funds released by the Centre under State Disaster Response Funds, highest funds were
allocated to Maharashtra.
6. Over the past three years, West Bengal had braved four tropical cyclones — Fani (May 2019), Bulbul
(November 2019), Amphan (May 2020) and Yaas (May 2021).
States' roles and responsibilities:
Under the Disaster Management Act, States were empowered to take action to prevent deaths due to natural
calamities.
What is Disaster Management?
The Disaster Management Act of 2005 defines Disaster Management as an integrated process of planning,
organizing, coordinating and implementing measures which are necessary for:
1. Prevention of threat of any disaster
2. Reduction of risk of any disaster or its consequences
3. Readiness to deal with any disaster
4. Promptness in dealing with a disaster
5. Assessing the severity of the effects of any disaster
6. Rescue and relief
7. Rehabilitation and Reconstruction
Organisations related to Disaster Management Framework at the National Level:
1. National Disaster Management Authority of India (NDMA).
2. National Disaster Management Plan (NDMP).
3. SDMA.
4. District Disaster Management Authority (DDMA).
Policies/initiatives:
1. India is a signatory to the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction.
2. India is one of the participating countries and works closely with the United Nations International
Strategy for Disaster Reduction (UNISDR).
3. National Disaster Management Plan (NDMP) defines the roles and responsibilities of various
stakeholders including Central Ministries/ Departments, State Governments, UT Administrations,
District Authorities and local self Governments.
4. National Disaster Management Services (NDMS) was conceived by NDMA during 2015-16 for setting
up of Very Small Aperture Terminal (VSAT) Network connecting MHA, NDMA, NDRF etc. to provide the
failsafe communication infrastructure and technical support for Emergency Operation Centre (EOC)
operations across the country.
www.insightsonindia.com
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5. Landslide Risk Mitigation Scheme (LRMS) envisages financial support for site specific Landslide
Mitigation Projects.
Link: https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GF78SMVU2.1&imageview=0.

Topics: Role of external state and non-state actors in creating challenges to internal
security.

Assam, Mizoram border dispute:
Context:
The Chief Ministers of Assam and Mizoram have sought to ease tensions along the border.
Recent incidents/developments:
The police forces of both States exchanged fires on July 26. This left six Assam policemen and a civilian dead
and 60 others injured.
● Assam claimed the firing was one-sided and unprovoked, while Mizoram said they retaliated to the
aggression by the Assam police.
Origins of the dispute:
The two States share a 164.6-km volatile border and the conflict is decadesold.
At the center of the dispute are two notifications- 1875 and 1993:
● Mizoram claims that the land is theirs is based on an 1875
notification, which came from the Bengal Eastern Frontier Regulation
Act of 1873.
● Assam claims that the land is theirs based on a 1933 notification that
demarcated the Lushai Hills, which Mizoram was formerly known as,
from the province of Manipur.
Impacts of such incidents:
Since the July 26 incident, locals in Assam have blocked the National Highway-306 besides uprooting a stretch
of the lone railway track connecting Mizoram. Transportation of people and goods to and from Mizoram has
thus been affected.
What needs to be done?
● The Supreme Court should be approached for an amicable solution.
● CRPF forces should patrol and monitor the region under the direct supervision of the Union
government should be increased.
● Avoid posting sensitive messages and make judicious use of social media platform” to prevent any
possible escalation of the situation.
Insta Curious: Did you know that besides Assam and Mizoram, there are seven such conflicts that the home
ministry says are ongoing? Here is a brief overview,
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. Border between Assam and Mizoram.
2. Reasons for the Border dispute.
3. North East states that have international
borders.

4. NH 306- location.
5. Overview of the Bengal Eastern Frontier
Regulation Act of 1873.
Mains Link: Suggest measures to end the AssamMizoram border dispute.

Link: https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GEK8R29HR.1&imageview=0.

Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act:
Context 1:
www.insightsonindia.com
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Since 2019, the Jammu and Kashmir (J&K) administration has booked over 2,300 people in more than 1,200
cases under the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act, and 954 people under the Public Safety Act (PSA).
● Of these, 46 per cent of those booked under UAPA and about 30 percent of those detained under PSA
are still in jail, both inside and outside J&K.
Context 2:
A ban under the stringent Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act may be imposed on both factions of the
secessionist conglomerate Hurriyat Conference which has been spearheading the separatist movement in
Jammu & Kashmir for over two decades.
● The proposal was mooted in accordance with the Union government’s policy of zero tolerance against
terrorism.
Who can impose restrictions?
The factions of the Hurriyat are likely to be banned under Section 3(1) of the Unlawful Activities (Prevention)
Act (UAPA), under which “if the Central government is of opinion that any association is, or has become, an
unlawful association, it may, by notification in the Official Gazette, declare such association to be unlawful.”
About the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act:
Passed in 1967, the law aims at effective prevention of unlawful activities associations in India.
The Act assigns absolute power to the central government, by way of which if the Centre deems an activity as
unlawful then it may, by way of an Official Gazette, declare it so.
● It has death penalty and life imprisonment as highest punishments.
Key points:
Under UAPA, both Indian and foreign nationals can be charged.
● It will be applicable to the offenders in the same manner, even if crime is committed on a foreign
land, outside India.
● Under the UAPA, the investigating agency can file a charge sheet in maximum 180 days after the
arrests and the duration can be extended further after intimating the court.
As per amendments of 2019:
● The Act empowers the Director General of National Investigation Agency (NIA) to grant approval of
seizure or attachment of property when the case is investigated by the said agency.
● The Act empowers the officers of the NIA, of the rank of Inspector or above, to investigate cases of
terrorism in addition to those conducted by the DSP or ACP or above rank officer in the state.
● It also included the provision of designating an individual as a terrorist.
Delhi High Court defines the contours of UAPA:
In June 2021, delivering a judgment defining the contours of the otherwise "vague" Section 15 of the
Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act, 1967, (UAPA), the Delhi High Court laid down some important principles
upon the imposition of Section 15, 17 & 18 of the Act.
Sections 15, 17 and 18 of UAPA:
1. S. 15 engrafts the offence of 'terrorist act'.
2. S. 17 lays-down the punishment for raising funds for committing a terrorist act.
3. S. 18 engrafts the offence of 'punishment for conspiracy etc. to commit a terrorist act or any act
preparatory to commit a terrorist act'.
Key observations made by the court:
1. "Terrorist Act" Should not be used lightly so as to trivialise them.
2. Terrorist activity is that which travels beyond the capacity of law enforcement agencies to deal with
under ordinary penal law (Supreme Court's decision in the case of Hitendra Vishnu Thakur).
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
www.insightsonindia.com
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3. Is judicial review applicable in such cases?
4. Changes brought about by amendments in
2004 and 2019.

5. Can foreign nationals be charged under the
act?

Mains Link: Do you agree that the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Amendment Act could prove catastrophic
for fundamental rights? Is sacrificing liberty for national security justified? Discuss and provide for your opinion.
Link: https://indianexpress.com/article/india/2300-booked-under-uapa-in-jk-since-2019-nearly-half-still-in-jail7438806/lite/.
Link: https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GFL8TETUP.1&imageview=0.

Topics: Challenges to internal security through communication networks, role of media and
social networking sites in internal security challenges, basics of cyber security; moneylaundering and its prevention

Section 66A of the Information Technology Act:
Context:
The Centre has said that the Ministries of Information and Technology and Home Affairs had done their best to
disseminate knowledge about the Supreme Court judgment in Shreya Singhal case on Section 66A. Despite
this, many cases have been registered under this section.
The Centre has made the following observations:
1. Since the police and public order were “State subjects” under the Constitution, the onus lies with the
states to implement the apex court’s 2015 judgment quashing the ‘draconian’ section 66A of
Information and Technology Act.
2. Law enforcement agencies share equal responsibility to comply with the apex court judgment. They
take action against cyber crime offenders as per the law.
What has happened?
On July 5, the Supreme Court had expressed shock and dismay over police continuing to register cases under
section 66A despite it being quashed six years ago.
● As of March 2021, a total of 745 cases are still pending and active before the district courts in 11 states,
wherein the accused persons are being prosecuted for offences under Section 66A of the IT Act.
What is Section 66A?
● Section 66A defines the punishment for sending “offensive” messages through a computer or any other
communication device like a mobile phone or a tablet.
● A conviction can fetch a maximum of three years in jail and a fine.
● It empowered police to make arrests over what policemen, in terms of their subjective discretion,
could construe as “offensive” or “menacing” or for the purposes of causing annoyance, inconvenience,
etc.
Why did SC strike down section 66A?
The SC had noted that Section 66A arbitrarily, excessively and disproportionately invades the right of free
speech, under article 19(1) (a) of the Constitution, and upsets the balance between such right and the
reasonable restrictions that may be imposed on such right and the definition of offences under the provision
was open-ended and undefined.
Insta Curious: Do you know about ‘ Doctrine of Revival’? Read Here
InstaLinks:
1. About Section 66A of the IT Act.
2. About Articles 19 and 21 of the
Constitution.
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Mains Link: Discuss why Section 66A of the IT Act
was struck down by the Supreme Court.

148

InsightsIAS

Link: https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehindu.com/news/national/states-have-equal-duty-to-complywith-sc-judgment-on-sec-66a-of-it-act/article35670305.ece/amp/.

Who is a fugitive economic offender?
Context:
UK High Court has granted fugitive diamond merchant Nirav Modi permission to appeal against a magistrates’
court order, in favour of extradition to India to face charges of fraud and money laundering before the Indian
courts, on mental health and human rights grounds.
Background:
The U.K.’s Home Department, in April 2020, approved the
extradition of diamond merchant Nirav Modi to India in connection
with the ₹13,758 crore Punjab National Bank (PNB) fraud.
● This came two months after the Westminster Magistrates’
Court in London ruled that a prima facie case was made
out against him.
Fugitive economic offender:
A special court, in December 2019, declared diamond businessman
Nirav Modi a fugitive economic offender, on a plea of the
Enforcement Directorate.
Definition- Fugitive Economic Offender:
A person can be named an offender under the law if there is an arrest warrant against him or her for
involvement in economic offences involving at least Rs. 100 crore or more and has fled from India to escape
legal action.
The procedure:
1. The investigating agencies have to file an application in a Special Court under the Prevention of MoneyLaundering Act containing details of the properties to be confiscated, and any information about the
person’s whereabouts.
2. The Special Court will issue a notice for the person to appear at a specified place and date at least six
weeks from the issue of notice.
3. Proceedings will be terminated if the person appears. If not the person would be declared as a Fugitive
Economic Offender based on the evidence filed by the investigating agencies.
4. The person who is declared as a Fugitive Economic Offender can challenge the proclamation in the High
Court within 30 days of such declaration according to the Fugitive Economic Offenders Act, 2018.
InstaCurious: Do you know about FATF-style regional bodies? Read Here
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. Who is a fugitive economic offender?
2. Composition and powers of ED.

3. Establishment and powers of CBI.
4. What is PMLA?
5. Overview of Fugitive Economic Offenders
Act.

Mains Link: Discuss the significance and key provisions of the Fugitive Economic Offenders Act.
Link: https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GK28S08A1.1&imageview=0.

Rajnath opens defence startup challenge 5.0
Topics covered: Challenges to internal security through communication networks, role of media and social
networking sites in internal security challenges, basics of cyber security; money-laundering and its prevention
www.insightsonindia.com
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Context: Defence minister launched the 5th edition of the defence India start-up challenge (DSIC) under
Innovations for defence excellence- defence innovation organization (iDEX-DIO)
Key points related to this
·
Objective: To achieve self-reliance and foster innovation and technology development in the defence
and aerospace sectors
·
Some of the problem statements unveiled as part of the challenge pertains to- situational awareness,
augmented reality, artificial intelligence etc
About iDEX
·
It is an initiative by the government to contribute towards modernization of the Defence Industry.
·
It was launched in 2018
·
It aims to promote innovation and technology development in Defence and Aerospace by engaging
Industries; with particular focus on MSMEs, start-ups, individual innovators, R&D institutes & academia
·
It will be funded by Defence Innovation Organization (DIO), and will function as the executive arm of
DIO.
·
DIO is a ‘not for profit’ company registered under the Companies Act 2013. Its two cou-founders are
Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL) & Bharat Electronics Limited (BEL) - Defence Public Sector
Undertakings (DPSUs).

Topics: Security challenges and their management in border areas; linkages of organized
crime with terrorism.

Drug trafficking in India:
Context:
The anti-drug law enforcement agencies are suspecting a steep surge in cross-border trafficking of heroin and
crystal methamphetamine with the rapid Taliban takeover in Afghanistan.
What's the issue?
Drugs have been a major source of revenue for the Taliban. With the collapse of Afghanistan’s economy, the
Taliban will rely heavily on drug money to maintain control over their cadres.
According to the latest World Drug Report of the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime:
1. Afghanistan reported a 37% increase in the extent of land used for illicit cultivation of opium poppy
during 2020 compared with the previous year.
2. The country accounted for 85% of the global opium production last year.
3. Despite the improved capabilities of the Afghan specialised units over the years, drug seizures and
arrests had minimal impact on the opium-poppy cultivation.
4. Afghanistan is also turning out to be a major source for methamphetamine.
World Drug Report 2021:
1. Around 275 million people used drugs globally in the last year. Over 36 million people suffered from
drug use disorders.
2. Rise in the use of cannabis during the pandemic has been reported by most countries.
3. Non-medical use of pharmaceutical drugs has also been observed in the same period.
4. The latest global estimates say, about 5.5 per cent of the population between 15 and 64 years have
used drugs at least once in the past year.
5. Over 11 million people globally are estimated to inject drugs - half of them have Hepatitis C.
6. Opioids continue to account for the largest burden of disease-linked to drug abuse.
Indian Government has taken several policy and other initiatives to deal with drug trafficking problem:
1. The 'Nasha Mukt Bharat Abhiyaan' or a 'Drugs-Free India Campaign' was flagged off on 15th August
2020 across 272 districts of the country found to be most vulnerable based on the data available from
various sources.
2. Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment has begun implementation of a National Action Plan for
Drug Demand Reduction (NAPDDR) for 2018-2025.
3. The government has constituted Narco-Coordination Centre (NCORD) in November, 2016.
www.insightsonindia.com
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4. The government has constituted a fund called “National Fund for Control of Drug Abuse” to meet the
expenditure incurred in connection with combating illicit traffic in Narcotic Drugs; rehabilitating
addicts, and educating public against drug abuse, etc.
Insta Curious: Did you know that the day June 26 was chosen by the UN General Assembly, on December 7,
1987, as International Day against Drug Abuse and Illicit Trafficking.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. About UNODC.
2. Overview of scheme of “Financial
Assistance to States for Narcotics Control”.

3. Composition of Narco-Coordination Centre
(NCORD).
4. National Fund for Control of Drug Abuse.
5. About Narcotics Control Bureau.
6. International Day Against Drug Abuse and
Illicit Trafficking and theme this year.

Mains Link: India is vulnerable to narcotic drug trafficking. Critically examine its causes. Also comment on the
role of the Government in combating drug problems.
Link: https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=G3K8SQCOI.1&imageview=0.

Topics: Various Security forces and agencies and their mandate.

Integrated theatre commands:
Context: A table-top war-gaming exercise was held recently among the three services of the armed forces
(Navy, Army and Airforce).
● The aim of this exercise was to evolve a consensus among the three services on the reorganisation of
the forces into integrated tri-service theatre commands and fine-tune the model.
Background:
● India currently has 19 military commands with 17 of them service-oriented. While both the Army and
the Air Force have seven commands each, the Navy has three.
● India also has a Tri-Service Command — Andaman and Nicobar Command — besides the Strategic
Forces Command (SFC), which looks after the country’s nuclear stockpile.
What are integrated theatre commands?
● An integrated theatre command envisages a unified command of the three Services, under a single
commander, for geographical areas that are of strategic and security concern.
● The commander of such a force will be able to bear all resources at his disposal — from the Army, the
Indian Air Force, and the Navy — with seamless efficacy.
● The integrated theatre commander will not be answerable to individual Services.
Why does India seek theatre commands?
● This will help in better planning and military response and also bring down cost.
● While the cost may go up in the immediate future since all theatres would have to be armed with
sufficient systems, it will prove to be cost-effective in the long term as all acquisitions will be a unified
one.
● It will provide a unified approach to fighting the future wars.
Proposals in this regard:
The need for a unified approach to war fighting was brought out in the deliberations after the 1999 Kargil
battle.
● The Kargil Review Committee and the then Group of Ministers besides the Naresh Chandra
Committee had called for structural changes in higher defence management.
● It was the Shekatkar committee, headed by Lt Gen. (retd) D.B. Shekatkar, which had recommended
the creation of the post of CDS and theatre commands.
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Insta Curious: Do you know about the Nuclear Command Authority? Who heads the organisation and what are
its functions? Reference:
Link: https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GJP8R2J8O.1&imageview=0.

FACTS FOR PRELIMS
North Eastern Space Applications Centre (NESAC):
To solve the Assam- Mizoram border dispute and to arrive at a permanent solution, the Centre has asked the
North Eastern Space Application Centre (NESAC) to map and demarcate the State boundaries using satellite
imaging.
About NESAC:
● Established in 2000, it is a joint initiative of the Department of Space (DoS) and the North Eastern
Council (NEC).
● It is located in Shillong.
● It helps in augmenting the developmental process in the region by providing advanced space
technology support.

India, China establish hotline in north Sikkim:
The hotline has been established between the Indian Army at Kongra La in north Sikkim and the People’s
Liberation Army (PLA) at Khamba Dzong in the Tibet Autonomous Region to further the spirit of trust and
cordial relations along the border.
● At present, India and China have two military hotlines in eastern Ladakh, among others at Chushul
and Daulat Beg Oldi.
A hotline is a direct phone line set up for a specific purpose, especially for use in emergencies or for
communication between heads of government.

Ashwagandha:
The Ministry of Ayush has collaborated with the U.K.’s London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine
(LSHTM) to conduct a study on ‘Ashwagandha’ for promoting recovery from COVID-19.
Key facts:
● ‘Ashwagandha’ (Withania somnifera) is commonly known as ‘Indian winter cherry’.
● It is a traditional Indian herb that boosts energy, reduces stress and makes the immune system
stronger.
● It is classified as an adaptogen, which means that it can help the body to manage stress.
● Ashwagandha is widely grown in dry parts of subtropical regions. Rajasthan, Punjab, Haryana, Uttar
Pradesh, Gujarat, Maharashtra and Madhya Pradesh are major ashwagandha growing states in India.
● Being a hardy and drought-tolerant crop, ashwagandha requires a relatively dry season throughout its
growing period. Areas with 60-75 cm rainfall are suitable for its cultivation.
● Temperature between 20°C to 35°C is most suitable.
● It grows well in sandy loam or light red soils having pH 7.5-8.0. Black or heavy soils having good
drainage are also suitable for ashwagandha cultivation.

e-RUPI:
●
●
●
●

e-RUPI is a person and purpose-specific cashless digital payment solution.
It is a contactless instrument for digital payment.
It is based on a QR code or SMS string-based e-voucher, which is delivered to the mobile of the
beneficiaries.
The system will eliminate the need for any physical interface, mobile banking, debit, or credit cards by
simply and directly allowing the beneficiary to avail the benefits by redeeming the codes at specific
centers.
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●

It has been developed by the National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI), the Department of
Financial Services, the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, and the National Health Authority.
How it works?
1. It is basically a prepaid voucher that can be issued directly to citizens after verifying mobile number and
identity.
2. The e-RUPI voucher will be delivered in the form of a QR code or SMS string-based e-voucher to the
beneficiary’s mobile number.
3. The beneficiary can redeem the voucher without a card, digital payments app, or internet banking
access, at the service provider.

Kuthiran Tunnel:
●
●
●
●

It is Twin-tube tunnel at Kuthiran in Thrissur District of Kerala state in India.
It is located on National Highway 544, owned and operated by National Highways Authority of India.
It is Kerala's first-ever tunnel for road transport and South India’s Longest 6-lane road tunnel.
The 1.6 km long tunnel is designed through Peechi- Vazahani wildlife sanctuary.

Minervarya Pentali:
●
●
●
●

The newly discovered species is endemic to the southern Western
Ghats (Kerala and Tamil Nadu).
This species is also among the smallest known Minervaryan frogs.
It belongs to the family Dicroglossidae.
The species is named after Prof. Deepak Pental in appreciation of
his tremendous support and encouragement for setting up of
Systematics Lab at University of Delhi.

Exercise Talisman Sabre:
●
●

●

Australia is keen on India joining its biggest war games ‘Exercise Talisman Sabre’ in 2023. A formal
invitation in this regard will shortly made.
Talisman Sabre 2021, which just concluded, was the largest bilateral combined training activity
between the Australian Defence Force (ADF) and the U.S. military and saw the participation of
approximately 17,000 military personnel from seven nations on land, air and sea.
The other countries include Canada, Japan, New Zealand, South Korea and U.K.

Anaimalai flying frog:
●
●
●
●
●

Scientific name: Racophorus pseudomalabaricus.
Other names: false Malabar gliding frog and false Malabar tree
frog.
It is a critically endangered frog species.
Endemic to the southern part of the Western Ghats, the numbers
of these frogs have declined rapidly due to the loss of habitat.
This species is known from at least two protected areas, Indira
Gandhi National Park and Parambikulam Tiger Reserve.

The Indian Computer Emergency Response Team (CERT-In):
●

It is an organisation of the Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology, Government of India,
with the objective of securing Indian cyberspace.
● Established in 2004.
● It is the nodal agency which deals with cybersecurity threats like hacking and phishing.
● The Information Technology (Amendment) Act 2008 designated CERT-In to serve as the national
agency to perform certain functions.
Context:
CERT-In tracks 6.07 lakh cybersecurity incidents in the first six months of 2021, of which about 12,000 were
related to government organisations.
www.insightsonindia.com
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Diego Garcia:
●
●
●
●
●

It is an island of the British Indian Ocean Territory, an overseas territory of the United Kingdom.
It is the largest of 60 small islands comprising the Chagos Archipelago.
The Portuguese were the first Europeans to find it and it was then settled by the French in the 1790s
and transferred to British rule after the Napoleonic Wars.
In 1965, Britain separated the Chagos Islands from Mauritius and set up a joint military base with the
United States on Diego Garcia.
Britain insists the islands belong to London and has renewed a lease agreement with the United States
to use Diego Garcia until 2036.

Agalega island:
●
●
●

●

It is an island in Mauritius.
It is located about 1,000 km north of
the archipelago’s main island.
It was in news because some
reports said Mauritius has allowed
India to build a military base on this
island.
However, Mauritius has now
clarified that no such agreement
exists with India.

EOS-03:
●
●
●
●
●

It is an earth observation satellite.
The satellite, EOS-03, will be carried on board the 14th flight of the GSLV, the GSLV-F10.
The satellite will be placed in the geostationary orbit.
The EOS-03 is a state-of-the-art agile satellite that will enable real-time monitoring of natural disasters,
waterbodies, crops, forest cover changes, among others.
It is capable of imaging the whole country four to five times every day.

Central University (Amendment) Bill 2021:
The bill seeks to amend the Central Universities Act, 2009, to provide for the establishment of a university in
the Union territory of Ladakh.
● The establishment of a central university (to be named Sindhu University) will help students in Ladakh
to pursue their higher studies with ease and will also cater to the regional aspirations for years to
come.
Please note that Central universities or union universities in India are established by an Act of Parliament and
are under the purview of the Department of Higher Education in the Ministry of Education.

Khel Ratna named after Dhyan Chand:
The Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna stands renamed as the “Major Dhyan Chand Khel Ratna”
in honour of the hockey wizard.
● Dhyan Chand, a three-time Olympic gold medallist, is considered India’s
greatest hockey player. His birthday, on August 29, marks the National Sports
Day, when the National Sports Awards are presented each year.
● Khel Ratna Award is the highest sporting award given by the Ministry of
Youth Affairs and Sports for the spectacular and most outstanding
performance in the field of sports by a sportsperson over a period of four
years.
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Hezbollah:
The Hezbollah is a Shia Islamist political party that is based in Lebanon. The organization was founded by the
Iranian effort in the 1980s to aggregate Lebanese Shia groups. In the on-going Iran-Israel conflicts, Hezbollah
acts as a proxy for Iran.

Pani Maah:
The Union Territory of Ladakh launched a month-long campaign — ‘Pani Maah’ (Water Month) to increase the
pace of implementation of Jal Jeevan Mission in the UT and to inform and engage village communities on the
importance of clean water.
● The campaign will run at block and panchayat levels in two phases.
● The campaign will adopt a three-pronged approach — focussing on water quality testing, planning and
strategizing water supply, and seamless functioning of Pani Sabha in villages.

Island of Evia:
●
●
●

Also called Euboea, it is the second-largest Greek island in area.
It is separated from Boeotia in mainland Greece by the narrow Euripus Strait.
It was recently in news because of raging wildfires.

Indo-Tibetan Border Police (ITBP) force:
●
●

●
●
●

ITBP has commissioned its first two women officers (Prakriti and Deeksha) in combat recently.
The ITBP started recruiting women combat officers in its cadre from 2016 through an all-India
examination conducted by the Union Public Service Commission (UPSC). Before this, it had combat
women only in the constabulary ranks.
Indo-Tibetan Border Police Force (ITBPF) is a Central Armed Police Force functioning under the
Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of India.
It is India's primary border patrol organization for its border with China's Tibet Autonomous Region.
Constituting instrument: Indo-Tibetan Border Police Force Act, 1992.

National Investigation Agency (NIA):
●
●
●
●
●
●

The National Investigation Agency (NIA) was constituted under the National Investigation Agency
(NIA) Act, 2008.
It is also the Central Counter Terrorism Law Enforcement Agency.
It is empowered to deal with terror related crimes across states without special permission from the
states.
Established under the National Investigation Agency Act 2008.
Works under the Ministry of Hime Affairs.
The 2019 amendments empowers the NIA to probe terror attacks targeting Indians and Indian interests
abroad.

Pensilungpa Glacier:
●
●
●
●
●
●

The Pensilungpa Glacier is located in Zanskar, Ladakh.
It is retreating due to an increase in the temperature and decrease in precipitation during winters.
The Zanskar Range is a mountain range in the union territory of Ladakh that separates Zanskar from
Ladakh.
Geologically, the Zanskar Range is part of the Tethys Himalaya.
Marbal Pass and many other passes which connect Ladakh with Kashmir are in this area.
13000 feet high Zojila Pass is in the extreme northwest of Zanskar range.

International Army Games:
●
●

Indian Army to take part in International Army Games 2021 to be held in Russia.
The International Army Games is an annual Russian military sports event organized by the Ministry of
Defense of Russia (MoD).
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●
●

The event, which was first staged in August 2015, involves close to 30 countries taking part in dozens of
competitions over two weeks to prove which is the most skilled.
The games have been referred to as the War Olympics.

National School of Drama:
●
●
●

Set up by the Sangeet Natak Akademi as one of its constituent units in 1959.
In 1975, it became an independent entity and was registered as an autonomous organization under the
Societies Registration Act XXI of 1860, fully financed by the Ministry of Culture.
Bharat Rang Mahotsav, or the ‘National Theatre Festival’, established in 1999, is the annual theatre
festival of National School of Drama (NSD), held in New Delhi, today it is acknowledged as the largest
theatre festival of Asia, dedicated solely to theatre.

Maharashtra announces Rajiv Gandhi Award in IT:
●
●

The Maharashtra government has announced Rajiv Gandhi Award for Excellence in Information
Technology.
The award would be announced on August 20, the birth anniversary of the former Prime Minister.

Al-Mohed Al-Hindi 2021:
It is the maiden bilateral naval exercise between India and Saudi
Arabia. It is being held in Saudi.

Prime Ministers Shram Awards:
Recently, The Government of India has announced the Prime Minister’s Shram Awards (PMSA) for the year
2018.
This year the Awards are given in three
categories namely:
1. Shram Bhushan Awards which carry a
cash prize of Rs.1,00,000/- each,
2. Shram Vir/Shram Veerangana Awards
which carry a cash prize of Rs. 60,000/each and
3. Shram Shree/Shram Devi Awards
which carry a cash prize of Rs.40,000/each.
About the Awards:
The objective of the Prime Ministers Shram
Awards is to recognize the outstanding
contributions made by workmen in
organizations both in public and private sector.
● The Awards will be presented to the workmen as defined in the Industrial Disputes Act, 1947 and
employed in the Departmental Undertakings of the Central and State Governments, Central and State
Public Sector Undertakings as also private sector and having minimum of 500 employees on roll.
Eligibility:
● These awards are given to the workmen, who have distinguished record of performance, devotion to
duty of a high order, specific contribution in the field of productivity, proven innovative abilities,
presence of mind and exceptional courage.
● These are also given to the workmen who have made supreme sacrifice of laying down their lives in
the conscientious discharge of their duties.
● Workmen solely engaged in routine service duties would not be eligible.
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Three new species of wild balsam identified Kerala:
●
●
●
●

The species belong to the genus Impatiens (family
Balsaminaceae).
Plants of this genus are popular as ‘Kashithumba’ in Malayalam.
They were spotted in the Western Ghats region of southern
Kerala and the Idukki district.
Of the three species, two have been named after Communist
veteran and former Chief Minister V.S. Achuthanandan and the
former Health Minister, K.K. Shailaja.

Siachen Glacier:
●

Team CLAW, a team of people with disabilities, has embarked upon a journey to trek the Siachen
Glacier on Independence Day.
● They will attempt a world record for the largest group of people with disabilities to scale the highest
battlefield in the world.
● This is the land world record expedition part of ‘Operation Blue Freedom Triple World Records’ being
undertaken.
● ‘Team CLAW’ includes a group of armed forces veterans working towards empowering people with
disabilities.
The Siachen Glacier:
● It is located in the Eastern Karakoram range in the Himalayas.
● It is the Second-Longest glacier in the World's Non-Polar areas.
● The Siachen Glacier lies immediately south of the great drainage divide that separates the Eurasian
Plate from the Indian subcontinent.

Sainik Schools now open for girls as well:
●
●
●

The announcement was made by prime minister Narendra Modi in his address to the nation on the
occasion of 75th Independence Day.
Sainik Schools are the brainchild of VK Krishna Menon, who was the Union defence minister from April
1957 to October 1962. Menon conceived this idea in 1961.
These schools are run by the Sainik Schools Society under the Union ministry of defence (MoD).

SonChiraiya:
●
●

The ‘SonChiraiya’ brand and logo was launched by the Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs for
marketing urban Self-Help Group (SHG) products.
This initiative will prove as a step in the right direction towards increased visibility and global access for
the products made by urban SHG women.

Computer Emergency Response Team (CERT-In):
●
●
●

Established in 2004, it is an organisation of the Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology,
Government of India, with the objective of securing Indian cyberspace.
It is the nodal agency which deals with cybersecurity threats like hacking and phishing.
It collects, analyses and disseminates information on cyber incidents, and also issues alerts on
cybersecurity incidents.

RBI unveils financial inclusion index:
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has announced the formation of a composite Financial Inclusion Index (FIIndex) to capture the extent of financial inclusion across the country.
● The FI-Index for the period ended March 2021 stood at 53.9 compared with 43.4 for the period ended
March 2017.
About the index:
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1. The annual FI-Index will be published in July every year.
2. The index incorporates details of banking, investments, insurance, postal as well as the pension sector
in consultation with the government and respective sectoral regulators.
3. The index captures information on various aspects of financial inclusion in a single value ranging
between 0 and 100, where 0 represents complete financial exclusion and 100 indicates full financial
inclusion.
4. The FI-Index comprises three broad parameters, including access, usage and quality with each of these
consisting of various dimensions computed on the basis of on several indicators.
5. It has been constructed without any ‘base year’.

What is an agency Bank?
The Kerala based private sector lender South Indian Bank has been empanelled as an ‘Agency Bank’ by Reserve
Bank of India.
This will allow South Indian Bank to undertake general banking businesses of the Central and State
government on behalf of the RBI.
● South Indian Bank is now authorised to undertake transactions related to government businesses such
as revenue receipts and payments on behalf of the Central/State governments, pension payments in
respect of Central/State governments, work related to Small Savings Schemes (SSS), collection of stamp
duty through physical mode or e-mode and any other item of work, specifically devised by the RBI as
eligible for agency commission.

Cattle Island:
●
●

Cattle island is one of three islands in the Hirakud reservoir.
It has been recently selected as a sightseeing destination by Odisha Forest and Environment
Department.
● The island is a submerged hill, and before the construction of Hirakud Dam it was a developed village.
How it got its name?
● When large numbers of people were displaced from their villages when the Hirakud dam was
constructed on the Mahanadi river in 1950s, villagers could not take their cattle with them. They left
their cattle behind in deserted villages.
● As the area started to submerge following the dam’s construction, the cattle moved up to Bhujapahad,
an elevated place in the Telia Panchayat under Lakhanpur block of Jharsuguda district. Subsequently
named ‘Cattle island’, the piece of land is surrounded by a vast sheet of water.
Hirakud Dam:
● It is a multipurpose scheme conceived by Er. M. Visveswaraya in 1937, after recurrence of devastating
floods in Mahanadi river.
● It is the longest dam of India.

Purified drinking water supply via tankers taxable:
Authority for Advance Ruling (AAR) has ruled that supply of drinking water to the public through mobile
tankers or dispensers by a charitable organisation is taxable at 18% under the GST.
About Advance Ruling and AAR:
Advance ruling means the determination of a question of law or fact specified in the application in relation to
tax liability of an applicant arising out of transactions which have been undertaken or proposed to be
undertaken.
Composition: The Authority for Advance Rulings consists of a Chairman who is a retired Judge of the Supreme
court and two members of the rank of Additional Secretary to the Government of India, one each from the
Indian Revenue Service and the Indian Legal Service.
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Tiwa tribe and Wanchuwa festival:
●
●
●

●

This festival is celebrated by Tiwa tribesmen
to mark their good harvest.
It comes with songs, dances, a bunch of
rituals and people clad in their native attires.
The people of Tiwa tribe associate the
bountiful harvest with the higher power
from nature. This takes the form of pigs'
skulls and bones which act as deities and are
preserved through many generations.
Tiwa also known as Lalung is indigenous
community inhabiting the states of Assam
and Meghalaya and are also found in some
parts of Arunachal Pradesh and Manipur.

Web app of the Indus script book inaugurated
The Indus Research Centre, which is part of the Roja Muthiah Research Library, has launched a web appindusscript.in in Chennai.
·
The web app was developed through a financial grant from the Department of Archaeology.
·
The Indus Script: Texts, Concordance and Tables, written by Iravatham Mahadevan, is the
sourcebook for studying and analysing the Indus scripts
·
It is the most sought after book by researchers from all over the world.
·
The book was published in 1977 by the Archaeological Survey of India

Hazaras of Afghanistan:
●
●

Hazara is an ethnic group from Afghanistan.
They are believed to be descendants of the founder of the Mongol empire, Genghis Khan, and his army
that overran the entire region during the 13th century.
● Their distinct Asiatic features and use of a Persian dialect called Hazaragi also sets them apart from the
rest of the country.
Why in News?
Their distinct Asiatic features and use of a Persian dialect called Hazaragi also sets them apart from the rest of
the country.

Biju Swasthya Kalyan Yojana:
●
●
●

Odisha government has launched the Biju Swasthya Kalyan Yojana (BSKY) smart card scheme.
It promises cashless healthcare coverage of up to Rs 5 lakh for nearly 96 lakh families in the state. The
expense limit for women beneficiaries under BSKY is Rs 10 lakh.
The smart card holders will get cashless health coverage in more than 200 empaneled hospitals in the
state.

A 'mermaid' species of algae discovered on Andaman and Nicobar
Islands:
●
●
●
●
●

After nearly four decades, a new species of algae has been discovered
on the islands.
Researchers have named the species Acetabularia jalakanyakae.
The plant consists of a single gigantic cell with a nucleus, which is its
main characteristic.
The species is the first of the genus Acetabularia to be discovered in
India.
Another feature of Acetabularia is their regenerative potential.
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Madur mats:
Two women from West Bengal have been given the National Handicraft Award in recognition of their
outstanding skills in making Madur floor mats that are unique to West Bengal.
● An intrinsic part of the Bengali lifestyle, Madur mats are made of natural fibres.
● Also known as Madurkathi, these mats are awarded the Geographical Indication (GI) tag by the
Geographical Indication Registry in April 2018.
● Madurkathi is a rhizome-based plant (Cyperus tegetum or Cyperus pangorei) found abundantly in the
alluvial tracts of Purba and Paschim Medinipur.
● In 1744, Nawab Alibardi Khan issued a charter to land-owning jagirdars in this regard, and as a result, it
was obligatory to supply Masland mats for use in the Collectorate.

NTPC commissions India’s largest floating solar project:
India’s largest floating solar photo voltaic (PV) project of 25 mega watt (MW) has been commissioned on the
reservoir of its Simhadri thermal station in Visakhapatnam, Andhra Pradesh.
● This is also the first solar project to be set up under the Flexibilisation Scheme, notified by the
Government of India in 2018.
● Once operational it is expected to minimize 46,000 tons of CO2 annually. It is also believed to conserve
1,364 million liters of water per annum.
What Are The Advantages Of Floating Power Plants?
● According to the World Bank, floating solar plants represent “new opportunities for scaling up solar
generating capacity, especially in countries with high population density and competing uses for
available land", conditions that are not uncommon in India.
● Such plants have advantages over land-based systems and also promise “improved energy yield thanks
to the cooling effects of water and the decreased presence of dust".
● Other benefits: the water saving comes from reduced evaporation as solar panels cover the surface of
a reservoir and absorb the rays of the sun while at the same time limiting “the evaporative effects of
wind".

Arrest is not always a must, says Supreme Court:
Recently, the Supreme Court (SC) mentioned that arrest provision in law does not mean that government can
use power indiscriminately to crush the personal liberty. This ends up crushing the personal liberty provided
under Article 21 of the constitution.
● The Court also observed that certain provisions of CrPC like section 170 (presenting accused at the
time of filing the charge sheet) should not be construed as a right to arrest.
When custodial investigation becomes necessary?
1. When the crime is a heinous crime.
2. When there is the possibility of influencing the witnesses or the accused.
Need of the hour:
1. A distinction should be made between the power to arrest and the justification to exercise it.
2. If an arrest is made a routine, it can cause incalculable harm to reputation and self-esteem.
3. If the accused is cooperating, then there should be no compulsion for the investigating officer to arrest.

Quota benefit can’t be availed simultaneously in 2 states:
The court ruled that a person cannot claim the benefit of reservation simultaneously in both the successor
states upon their reorganisation. As it will defeat the mandate of Articles 341(1) and 342(1) of the
Constitution.
What has the Court said?
● The person can claim benefit in either of the successor states.
● While participating in open selection in another state, the members of the reserved category shall be
treated as migrants and can participate in the general category without claiming any benefit of
reservation and vice versa.
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Panjshir Valley:
●

It is a valley in north-central Afghanistan, near the
Hindu Kush mountain range.
● It is divided by the Panjshir River.
● The valley is home to Afghanistan's largest
concentration of ethnic Tajiks.
● The valley is also known for its emeralds, which
were used in the past to finance the resistance
movements against those in power.
● Panjshir means "Five lions".
There is a legend that in the 10th century 5 brothers built
a dam for king Mahmood Ghazni in the valley to prevent
floods from damaging people's homes. Hence it was named valley of 5 lions (after those 5 brothers).

Jim Corbett National Park:
●
●
●
●

It is located in Nainital district of Uttarakhand. The park encompasses the Patli Dun valley formed by
the Ramganga river.
The national park was established in 1936 as Hailey National Park to protect the endangered Bengal
tiger.
It is named after Jim Corbett who played a key role in its establishment.
It is the oldest national park in India. It was the first area to come under the Project Tiger initiative in
1973.

Chakmas and Hajongs:
●

●

●

Chakmas and Hajongs were originally residents of
Chittagong Hill Tracts in the erstwhile East Pakistan. They
left their homeland when it was submerged by the Kaptai
dam project in t he 1960s.
The Chakmas, who are Buddhists, and the Hajongs, who
are Hindus, also allegedly faced religious persecution and
entered India through the then Lushai Hills district of Assam
(now Mizoram). The Centre moved the majority of them to
the North East Frontier Agency (NEFA), which is now
Arunachal Pradesh.
Their numbers have gone up from about 5,000 in 1964-69 to
one lakh. At present, they don’t have citizenship and land
rights but are provided basic amenities by the state
government.

Yuktdhara:
●
●
●

It is a Geospatial Planning Portal for facilitating Gram Panchayat level planning of MGNREGA. It is a new
portal under ‘Bhuvan’.
Launched by the Ministry of Rural Development and Panchayati Raj.
The platform will serve as a repository of assets (Geotags) created under various national rural
development programmes i.e. MGNREGA, Integrated Watershed Management Programme, Per Drop
More Crop and Rashtriya Krishi Vikas Yojana, etc.

INS Chilka:
●
●

INS Chilka is the only ab-initio training establishment of the Indian Navy, which trains more than 6600
raw recruits annually to make them able-bodied sailors.
INS Chilka was commissioned in 1980 and is located in Odisha in the vicinity of Chilika Lake.
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Aranmula Boat Race:
●
●
●
●

It is the oldest river boat festival in Kerala, held during Onam.
It takes place at Aranmula (situated on the banks of the river Pampa), near a Hindu temple dedicated
to Lord Krishna and Arjuna.
Palliyodams (snakeboats) are used in race.
Only men of the village are allowed to be in the boat.

‘Be Internet Awesome’ program:
Google has launched the global ‘Be Internet Awesome’ program for kids in India, wherein it will partner with
Indian comic book publisher Amar Chitra Katha to offer Internet safety lessons through popular comic book
characters across eight Indian languages.

What is tokenisation?
●

Tokenisation refers to replacement of actual card details with an alternate code called the “token”,
which shall be unique for a combination of card, token requestor (i.e. the entity which accepts request
from the customer for tokenisation of a card and passes it on to the card network to issue a
corresponding token) and device (referred hereafter as “identified device”).
● A tokenised card transaction is considered safer as the actual card details are not shared with the
merchant during transaction processing.
Why in News?
The Reserve Bank has extended the scope of ‘tokenisation’ to several consumer devices, including laptops,
desktops, wearables such as wristwatches and bands, as well as Internet of Things devices, beyond the original
permission for mobiles and tablets.

Kilauea volcano:
●

●

●

Kilauea is an
active shield
volcano in the
Hawaiian
Islands.
Historically, it is
the most active
of the five
volcanoes that
together form
the Big Island of
Hawaiʻi.
Scientists have
warned that the
mountain could
once again
disgorge lava.
Kilauea has
erupted 34 times since 1952.
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Islamic State Khorasan Province:
●
●
●

●

IS-K - Islamic State Khorasan Province - is the
regional affiliate of the Islamic State group.
It is the most extreme and violent of all the jihadist
militant groups in Afghanistan.
IS-K was set up in January 2015 at the height of IS's
power in Iraq and Syria, before its self-declared
caliphate was defeated and dismantled by a US-led
coalition.
"Khorasan" refers to a historical region covering
parts of modern-day Afghanistan and Pakistan. The
group initially included Pakistan until a separate
Pakistan section was declared in May 2019.

Avani, Sumit lead India’s gold hunt at Tokyo Paralympics
●

●
●

Debutant Sumit Antil smashed his own world record multiple times for the F64 class gold, while
veteran Devendra Jhajharia’s F46 category silver cemented his status of being India’s greatest paraathlete as javelin throwers led the country’s track-and-field medal rush at the Paralympic
Another javelin thrower Sundar Singh Gurjar picked up bronze in Jhajharia’s event
Avani Lekhara became the first woman to win gold for India in shooting in the 10m rifle competition

About Paralympic games
●

●

●

It is a major international sports competition for athletes with disabilities. Comparable to the Olympic
Games, the Paralympics are split into Winter Games and Summer Games, which alternately occur every
two years.
Since the late 20th century the Paralympics have been held in the same city that hosts the corresponding
Olympic Games; the Paralympics follow shortly after the Olympics conclude. The International Paralympic
Committee, which was founded in 1989 and is based in Germany, governs the Paralympic Games.
Paralympic athletes compete in six different disability groups—amputee, cerebral palsy, visual
impairment, spinal cord injuries, intellectual disability, and “les autres” (athletes whose disability does not
fit into one of the other categories, including dwarfism). Within each group, athletes are further divided
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●

into classes on the basis of the type and extent of their disabilities. Individual athletes may be reclassified
at later competitions if their physical status changes.
The Paralympics developed after Sir Ludwig Guttmann organized a sports competition for British World
War II veterans with spinal cord injuries in England in 1948.

New initiative in J&K to restore lost glory of Pashmina shawls
●
●
●
●
●
●

●
●

A Centre For Excellence (CFE) has been setup in J&K to restore the lost hand-driven processes involved in
the intricate shawl weaving industry
Over the years, women employed in this sector has reduced due to poor wages, old techniques of weaving
and the emergence of machines
The CFE has decided to double the wages for women from ₹1 per knot, of 10 threads with 10-inch-long
yarn, to ₹2.
Spinning on a traditional Kashmiri charkha allows longer threads of Pashmina wool with fine hair-like
size, unlike machines, and adds to the softness and warmth of the product.
According to one estimate, women’s participation in shawl weaving has come down significantly from
one lakh to just around 10,000 in the Kashmir Valley.
In the backdrop of this trend, the Directorate of Handicrafts and Handloom, Kashmir, has announced a
Minimum Support Price (MSP) for geographical indication (GI)-certified hand-made Pashmina shawls “to
sustain the old techniques”.
The fixing of wages for the first time will help in reviving hand-spinning and hand-weaving, which make
Kashmiri shawls famous
The move is likely to generate employment and improve the economic prospects of women weavers,
who have for generations sustained the intricate and fancied Kashmiri shawls.

Instacurious: How is Pashmina shawl made? Reference

China cuts time minors can spend on online games
●

●

Chinese regulators slashed the amount of time players under the age of 18 can spend on online games to
an hour of game-play on Fridays, weekends and holidays, in response to growing concern over gaming
addiction
Online gaming companies will be barred from providing gaming services to them in any form outside those
hours and need to ensure they have put real name verification systems in place

Instacurios: Gaming addiction and the threat it poses- Reference
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