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INSIGHTS into EDITORIAL 
 

GENERAL STUDIES I 
 
1.What UNESCO heritage site Dholavira tells us about the Indus Valley Civilisation 

 

                           

 

Context: 

The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), recently, inscribed 

the 13th-century Ramappa in Palampet, Telangana a ‘World Heritage Site’. 

Dholavira, the archaeological site of a Harappan-era city, received the UNESCO world heritage site 

tag.  

While Dholavira became the fourth site from Gujarat and 40th from India to make the list, it is the 

first site of the ancient Indus Valley Civilisation (IVC) in India to get the tag. 

 

About UNESCO World Heritage Sites: 

1. A World Heritage Site is a landmark or area, selected by the UN Educational, Scientific and 

Cultural Organization (UNESCO) for having cultural, historical, scientific or other forms of 

significance, which is legally protected by international treaties. 
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2. The sites are judged to be important for the collective and preservative interests of 

humanity. 

3. A WHS must be an already-classified landmark, unique in some respect as a geographically 

and historically identifiable place having special cultural or physical significance. 

4. It may signify a remarkable accomplishment of humanity, and serve as evidence of our 

intellectual history on the planet. 

5. The list is maintained by the international World Heritage Programme administered by the 

UNESCO World Heritage Committee, composed of 21 UNESCO member states which are 

elected by the General Assembly. 

6. Each World Heritage Site remains part of the legal territory of the state wherein the site is 

located and UNESCO considers it in the interest of the international community to preserve 

each site. 

7. To be selected, a World Heritage Site must be an already classified landmark, unique in some 

respect as a geographically and historically identifiable place having special cultural or 

physical significance. 

 

About History of Ramappa Temple: 

1. The iconic Ramappa Temple showcases the outstanding craftsmanship of great Kakatiya 

dynasty.  

2. Rudreshwara (Ramappa) Temple is a masterpiece of Kakatiyan-era architecture, employing 

engineering innovation in the form of floating bricks, sand-box foundations, selection of 

building material and masterful stone sculpting. 

3. The Ramalingeswara temple, also known as the Ramappa temple, was named after its chief 

sculptor Ramappa. It is one of the very few temples in the world named after its sculptor. 

4. According to Telangana Tourism, “The mediaeval Deccan temple dates back to 1213 AD and 

was built under the patronage of the Kakatiya ruler Kakati Ganapathi Deva under the 

authority of his Chief Commander Rudra Samani at Ranakude in the Atukuru province.”  

5. Aside from its architecture and elaborate carvings on the temple's walls, pillars, and ceilings, 

the most notable feature of this temple is that it was constructed using bricks that are so 

light that they can float on water. 

6. The temple is built on a 6-foot-high platform with a cruciform plan in a valley and took nearly 

40 years to complete. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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7. The chamber of the temple is crowned by a ‘shikharam’ and surrounded by 

‘pradakshinapatha’. 

 

About Dholavira site and Distinct features: 

1. The IVC acropolis is located on a hillock near present-day Dholavira village in Kutch district, 

from which it gets its name. It was discovered in 1968 by archaeologist Jagat Pati Joshi.  

2. The site’s excavation between 1990 and 2005 under the supervision of archaeologist 

uncovered the ancient city, which was a commercial and manufacturing hub for about 1,500 

years before its decline and eventual ruin in 1500 BC. 

3. After Mohen-jo-Daro, Ganweriwala and Harappa in Pakistan and Rakhigarhi in Haryana of 

India, Dholavira is the fifth largest metropolis of IVC.   

4. The site has a fortified citadel, a middle town and a lower town with walls made of 

sandstone or limestone instead of mud bricks in many other Harappan sites. 

5. Archaeologist cites a cascading series of water reservoirs, outer fortification, two multi-

purpose grounds, one of which was used for festivities and as a marketplace, nine gates with 

unique designs, and funerary architecture featuring tumulus, hemispherical structures like 

the Buddhist Stupas, as some of the unique features of the Dholavira site. 

 

How does this program help the listed site and the country? 

1. When a site is inscribed on the World Heritage List, the resulting prestige often helps raise 

awareness among citizens and governments for heritage preservation. 

2. Greater awareness leads to a general rise in the level of the protection and conservation 

given to heritage properties. 

3. A country may also receive financial assistance and expert advice from the World Heritage 

Committee to support activities for the preservation of its sites. 

4. The site will also get immediate international recognition which boosts the tourism of the 

country. 

 

Conclusion: 

In its release, UNESCO termed these sites in India as the most remarkable and well-preserved 

urban settlements in South Asia dating from the 3rd to mid-2nd millennium BCE (Before Common 

Era).  
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Noting that the cultural heritage and the natural heritage are increasingly threatened with 

destruction not only by the traditional causes of decay, but also by changing social and economic 

conditions which aggravate the situation with even more formidable phenomena of damage or 

destruction. 

Considering that, in view of the magnitude and gravity of the new dangers threatening them, it is 

incumbent on the international community as a whole to participate in the protection of the 

cultural and natural heritage of outstanding universal value, by the granting of collective assistance 

which, although not taking the place of action by the State concerned, will serve as an efficient 

complement thereto. 

Considering that it is essential for this purpose to adopt new provisions in the form of a convention 

establishing an effective system of collective protection of the cultural and natural heritage of 

outstanding universal value, organized on a permanent basis and in accordance with modern 

scientific methods. 

 
2.When were Tilak and Gandhi tried under the sedition law? 

 

                          

 

Context: 

As many as three benches in the Supreme Court have recently underscored the need to review 

Section 124A (sedition) in the Indian Penal Code (IPC), making it pertinent to examine how the 

penal law has evolved since the pre-Independence era and the interpretations rendered to it by 

the constitutional courts in the country. 

Proceedings in the Supreme Court and the contentious arrests of activists and journalists have 

once again brought the law of sedition into the spotlight. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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The colonial era law, which many say is used to quell protests and to quieten criticism against the 

government, carries a maximum punishment of life imprisonment and the police can arrest 

individuals without a warrant. 

The law has been amended after Independence, but only to make it more stringent. 

 

History of sedition law in India: 

1. India’s sedition law has an interesting past. IPC was brought into force in colonial India in 

1860 but had no section concerning sedition.  

2. The law was originally drafted in 1837 by Thomas Macaulay, the British historian-politician, 

but was inexplicably omitted when the Indian Penal Code (IPC) was enacted in 1860. 

3. Section 124A was inserted in 1870 by an amendment introduced by Sir James Stephen when 

it felt the need for a specific section to deal with the offence.  

4. It was one of the many draconian laws enacted to stifle any voices of dissent at that time. 

5. Under Section 124A of IPC, the offence of sedition is committed when any person by words 

or otherwise brings or attempts to bring into hatred or contempt, or excites or attempts to 

excite disaffection towards the government established by law. 

 

Use of sedition in the British Raj: 

1. The penal provision came in handy to muzzle nationalist voices and demands for freedom.  

2. The long list of India’s national heroes who figured as accused in cases of sedition includes 

Bal Gangadhar Tilak, Mahatma Gandhi, Bhagat Singh and Jawaharlal Nehru. 

3. Bal Gangadhar Tilak was the first person to be convicted of sedition in colonial India.  

4. The British government brought the charge alleging articles carried in Tilak’s Marathi 

newspaper Kesari would encourage people to foil the government’s efforts at curbing the 

plague epidemic in India.  

5. In 1897, Tilak was punished by the Bombay high court for sedition under Section 124A and 

was sentenced to 18 months in prison.  

6. Tilak was held guilty by a jury composed of nine members, with the six white jurors voting 

against Tilak, and three Indian jurors voting in his favour.  

7. Later, Section 124A was given different interpretations by the Federal Court, which began 

functioning in 1937, and the Privy Council that was the highest court of appeal based in 

London. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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Sedition cases up in India but convictions dip: 

1. According to the data from the National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB), uploaded on its 

website, cases of sedition and under the stringent Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act 

showed a rise in 2019, but only 3% of the sedition cases resulted in convictions. 

2. The year 2019 saw a 25% increase in the number of sedition cases and a 41% increase in 

arrests over the previous year.  

3. A total of 93 cases of sedition were reported in 2019, with 96 arrests and charge sheets filed 

in 76 cases, as against 70 cases, 56 arrests and 27 charge sheets the previous year. 

4. The ministry of home affairs, in a written reply informed the Rajya Sabha that out of the 96 

people arrested for sedition in 2019, only two were convicted for the crime, while 29 were 

acquitted. 

 

Not a reasonable restriction: 

1. The section does not get protection under Article 19(2) on the ground of reasonable 

restriction.  

2. It may be mentioned in this context that sedition as a reasonable restriction, though included 

in the draft Article 19 was deleted when that Article was finally adopted by the Constituent 

Assembly.  

3. It clearly shows that the Constitution makers did not consider sedition as a reasonable 

restriction.  

4. However, the Supreme Court was not swayed by the decision of the Constituent Assembly.  

5. It took advantage of the words ‘in the interest of public order’ used in Article 19(2) and held 

that the offence of sedition arises when seditious utterances can lead to disorder or violence.  

6. This act of reading down Section 124A brought it clearly under Article 19(2) and saved the 

law of sedition.  

7. Otherwise, sedition would have had to be struck down as unconstitutional.  

8. Thus, it continues to remain on the statute book and citizens continue to go to jail not 

because their writings led to any disorder but because they made critical comments against 

the authorities. 
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Supreme Court: Sedition law needs relook, especially for media: 

1. The SC highlighted debates over sedition in 1950 in its decisions in Brij Bhushan vs the State 

of Delhi and Romesh Thappar vs the State of Madras. 

2. In these cases, the court held that a law which restricted speech on the ground that it would 

disturb public order was unconstitutional. 

3. In 1962, the SC decided on the constitutionality of Section 124A in Kedar Nath Singh vs 

State of Bihar. 

4. It upheld the constitutionality of sedition, but limited its application to “acts involving 

intention or tendency to create disorder, or disturbance of law and order, or incitement to 

violence”. 

5. In 1995, the SC, in Balwant Singh vs State of Punjab, held that mere sloganeering which 

evoked no public response did not amount to sedition. 

 

Impacting rights: 

In the ultimate analysis, the judgment in Kedar Nath which read down Section 124A and held that 

without incitement to violence or rebellion there is no sedition, has not closed the door on misuse 

of this law.  

It says that ‘only when the words written or spoken etc. which have the pernicious tendency or 

intention of creating public disorder’ the law steps in.  

So, if a policeman thinks that a cartoon has the pernicious tendency to create public disorder, he 

will arrest that cartoonist.  

It is the personal opinion of the policeman that counts. The Kedar Nath judgment makes it possible 

for the law enforcement machinery to easily take away the fundamental right of citizens. 

 

Conclusion: 

Section 124A should not be misused as a tool to curb free speech.  

The SC caveat, given in KedarNath case, on prosecution under the law can check its misuse.  

It needs to be examined under the changed facts and circumstances and also on the anvil of ever-

evolving tests of necessity, proportionality and arbitrariness. 

In a democracy, people have the inalienable right to change the government they do not like. 

People will display disaffection towards a government which has failed them.  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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The law of sedition which penalises them for hating a government which does not serve them 

cannot exist because it violates Article 19(1)(a) and is not protected by Article 19(2).  

Therefore, an urgent review of the Kedar Nath judgement by a larger Bench has become necessary. 
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                                                                     GENERAL STUDIES II 
 

1.A Kerala model for an anti-discrimination law 

 

                       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Introduction: 

A couple turned down for a home they wish to rent, because they are Muslim. A qualified 

professional rejected for a job because he uses a wheelchair.  

A pair of students denied facilities on campus because of their caste or ethnicity.  

An air hostess dismissed for being above the weight deemed desirable, even though male 

stewards/pursers of that weight continue in their jobs. 

 

Evolution and types of discrimination over the years: 

The understanding of discrimination has also evolved over the years.  

It does not operate along a single axis. It can take the form of combined discrimination which is a 

combination of discrimination on two or more grounds.  

In April, the Supreme Court, in Patan Jamal Vali vs State of Andhra Pradesh, recognised 

intersectional discrimination, discrimination on the basis of the intersection of personal 

characteristics, such as that faced by Dalit women as Dalits, as women and in the unique category 

of Dalit women.  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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Discriminatory practices may also be indirect in nature, whereby policies that seem neutral and not 

expressly targeted at a particular group, still cause a disproportional adverse impact on 

disadvantaged sections of society. Such incidents are all too common in our society.  

 

Forms of discrimination: 

1. “Silent segregation” on the grounds of marital status, gender, sexual orientation or eating 

preferences are followed in several housing societies and residents’ associations.  

2. The Housing Discrimination Project at Jindal Global Law School has shown how extensive 

housing discrimination is across the country.  

3. The recent Pew Research Center Report has confirmed that a substantial number of Indians 

prefer not to have a person from a different religious community as their neighbour.  

4. The absence of a proper legal recourse for those who suffer from housing discrimination 

only makes matters worse. 

5. Even though Section 377 of the Indian Penal Code was read down by the Supreme Court of 

India to exclude consensual relations between adults of the same sex, social prejudice 

against members of the LGBTQIA+ community in the country remains strong.  

6. Article 15(1) of the Constitution of India prohibits the state from discriminating against 

individuals on basis of certain protected characteristics such as religion, race, caste, sex and 

place of birth.  

7. But it does not bar private individuals or institutions from doing what the state is not 

permitted to.  

8. Nor does it expressly list ethnicity, linguistic identity, nationality, marital status, sexual 

orientation, disability, physical appearance and other personal characteristics as prohibited 

grounds of discrimination. 

 

Legal remedies are needed: 

Since discrimination thus operates on a wide variety of grounds, legal remedies are needed for its 

victims, whether direct, indirect or intersectional.  

A comprehensive anti-discrimination legal framework is required to fill the existing legal lacunae.  

India is one of the few liberal democracies without such a framework. The Sachar Committee, in 

2006, recognised the need for an anti-discrimination law.  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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This was further reiterated by the Expert Group on Equal Opportunity Commission headed by Prof. 

N.R. Madhava Menon.  

Though the proposal for an anti-discrimination law was approved by the United Progressive Alliance 

Cabinet, it was put on the back-burner after the government changed in 2014. 

 

Demand for a anti-discrimination law: 

1. States have a vital role in strengthening our right to equality. A central Bill cannot, at any 

rate, cover subjects that are under the exclusive jurisdiction of State governments.  

2. And if States take the initiative, the demand for a national anti-discrimination law to cover 

services and institutions under the domain of the Union government will be reignited. 

3. Kerala is one the best placed States to take this proposal forward, especially since both the 

major political fronts in the State have previously committed themselves to such legislation.  

4. The CPI(M) in its 2019 manifesto and the United Democratic Front (UDF) in its 2021 State 

Assembly manifesto have both promised to enact an anti-discrimination law which covers 

the private and the public sectors.  

5. The State legislature can use its powers under Entry 8 of List III in the Seventh Schedule to 

the Constitution to enact an anti-discrimination law that attracts civil penalties for those 

who engage in discriminatory practices. 

 

Anti-discrimination Bill: Crafted for Kerala: 

1. In recent, drafted an anti-discrimination Bill for the Kerala government to consider 

introducing in the State Legislative Assembly.  

2. The Bill prohibits employers, landlords, traders, service providers, private persons performing 

public functions, and public authorities, from discriminating on grounds of caste, race, 

ethnicity, descent, sex, gender identity, gender expression, pregnancy, sexual orientation, 

religious identity, tribe, disability, linguistic identity, HIV-status, nationality, marital status, 

dietary preference, skin tone, physical appearance, place of residence, place of birth, age or 

analogous characteristics which are beyond the control of an individual or those that 

constitute a fundamental choice. 

 

3. At the same time, the Bill balances the anti-discrimination mandate with other rights 

guaranteed by the Constitution.  
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4. The anti-discrimination mandate can be restricted in pursuance of a legitimate objective: for 

instance, a drama company putting up a production of the Ramayana can insist on only male 

applicants for the role of Ram.  

That would not be discrimination in the terms covered by the law. 

 

Positive outcomes from Anti-discrimination Bill: 

1. The Bill also introduces affirmative-action provisions whereby public authorities are obliged 

to progressively realise diversification of their workforces by recruiting members of 

disadvantaged sections excluded from society, such as transgender persons or persons with 

disabilities.  

2. Given the backlogs in our judicial system, the Bill establishes a ‘Kerala Equality Commission’ 

to adjudicate complaints and to provide policy recommendations to the State government.  

3. Given that the proliferation of post-retirement public offices for judges does not augur well 

for judicial independence, the proposed commission does not follow the tried and tested 

model of former judges presiding over statutory bodies.  

4. Rather, appointments to the Commission are left to the political process, with substantial 

weightage given to the largest parties in the State, both in the Treasury and Opposition 

benches, to ensure bipartisan buy-in to the process. 

5. The Bill has been forwarded both to the Law Minister of Kerala and the Leader of the 

Opposition with the suggestion that it should be subjected to a pre-legislative consultation 

process, so that democratic participation in enacting this historic law is encouraged.  

 

Conclusion: 

If this anti-discrimination Bill for the Kerala government is enacted, it will be the largest expansion 

of civil rights in the State since the commencement of the Constitution, and it can be a model for 

other States to follow.  

We recognise that an anti-discrimination law is not a panacea for the problems of inequality and 

social prejudice that are deeply rooted in our society. Nevertheless, it is a necessary step an idea 

whose time has come. 
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2.Fresh stirrings on federalism as a new politics 

 

          

 

Introduction: 

Federalism in India has always had political relevance, but except for the States Reorganisation Act, 

federalism has rarely been an axis of political mobilisation.  

This was true even in the days of coalition politics when State politics mattered to national electoral 

outcomes.  

Recently, several states have complained about the growing crisis of Indian federalism.  

They have argued about the Ordinances and the Bills brought by the Centre which encroaches on 

their area of legislation, which is an assault on the federal structure of the Constitution. 

 

Creating a political consensus for genuine federalism: 

1. Fiscal and administrative centralisation persisted despite nearly two decades of coalition 

governments.  

2. Ironically, rather than deepen federalism, the contingencies of electoral politics have created 

significant impediments to creating a political consensus for genuine federalism.  

3. When confronted with entrenched centralisation of the present regime, the challenge is, 

ironically, even greater. 

4. Between vaccine wars, heated debates over the Goods and Services Tax (GST), personnel 

battles like the fracas over West Bengal’s Chief Secretary, and the pushback against 

controversial regulations in Lakshadweep, is India ready for a new federal bargain? 
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Constitutional Provisions Related to Federalism: 

1. Elements of federalism were introduced into modern India by the Government of India Act 

of 1919 which separated powers between the centre and the provincial legislatures. 

2. The respective legislative powers of states and Centre are traceable to Articles 245 to 254. 

3. The Seventh Schedule of the Constitution contains three lists that distribute power between 

the Centre and states (Article 246). 

4. There are 98 subjects (originally 97) in the Union List, on which Parliament has exclusive 

power to legislate. 

5. The State List has 59 subjects (originally 66) on which states alone can legislate. 

6. The Concurrent List has 52 subjects (originally 47) on which both the Centre and states can 

legislate. In case of a conflict, the law made by Parliament prevails (Article 254). 

7. Article 1 of the Constitution mentions that India that is Bharat shall be a Union of States. It 

means that states do not have power or right to secede away from the Union of India. Also 

unlike USA, in India, different states have not formed because of an agreement among the 

states. 

8. Article 3 of the Constitution empowers Parliament to create new States. It allows the 

federation to evolve, grow and respond to regional aspirations. 

9. When a new state is formed, Schedule I and Schedule IV of the Constitution shall be 

amended. 

10. Schedule I – contains list of States and Union Territories 

11. Schedule IV – provides for allocation of seats in Rajya Sabha. The allocation of seats in Rajya 

Sabha is made on the basis of the population of each State. 

 

 

However, problems existing are: 

Divide among States: A real impediment to collective action: 

1. The increased economic and governance divergence between States.  

2. Economic growth trajectories since liberalisation have been characterised by growing spatial 

divergence.  
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3. Across all key indicators, southern (and western) States have outperformed much of 

northern and eastern India resulting in a greater divergence rather than expected 

convergence with growth.  

4. This has created a context where collective action amongst States becomes difficult as 

poorer regions of India contribute far less to the economy but require greater fiscal 

resources to overcome their economic fragilities.  

5. Glimpses of these emerging tensions were visible in the debates around the 15th Finance 

Commission (FC) when the Government of India mandated the commission to use the 2011 

Census rather than the established practice of using the 1971 Census to determine revenue 

share across States. 

6. This, Southern states feared, risked penalising States that had successfully controlled 

population growth by reducing their share in the overall resource pool.  

7. The 15th Finance Commission, through its recommendations, deftly avoided a political crisis 

but the growing divergence between richer and poorer States, remains an important source 

of tension in inter-State relations that can become a real impediment to collective action 

amongst States.  

8. With the impending delimitation exercise due in 2026, these tensions will only increase. 

 

Fiscal management by the states: 

1. The realities of India’s macro-fiscal position risk increasing the fragility of State finances.  

2. Weak fiscal management has brought the Union government on the brink of what 

economist Rathin Roy has called a silent fiscal crisis.  

3. The Union’s response has been to squeeze revenue from States by increasing cesses.  

4. Its insistence on giving GST compensation to States as loans (after long delays) and increasing 

State shares in central schemes. The pandemic-induced economic crisis has only exaggerated 

this. 

5. Against this backdrop, if harnessed well, both sub-nationalist sentiments and the need to 

reclaim fiscal federalism create a political moment for a principled politics of federalism.  

6. An effort at collective political action for federalism based on identity concerns will have to 

overcome this risk.  

7. On the fiscal side, richer States must find a way of sharing the burden with the poorer States.  

8. States will have to show political maturity to make necessary compromises if they are to 

negotiate existing tensions and win the collective battle with the Union.  
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9. An inter-State platform that brings States together in a routine dialogue on matters of fiscal 

federalism could be the starting point for building trust and a common agenda.  

10. The seeds of this were planted in the debates over the 15th Finance Commission and the 

GST. 

 

Conclusion: 

Finally, beyond principles, a renewed politics of federalism is also an electoral necessity.  

No coalition has succeeded, in the long term, without a glue that binds it.  

Forging a political consensus on federalism can be that glue. But this would require immense 

patience and maturity from regional parties.  

Our focus must continue to be on successfully engaging with health, food security and livelihood 

issues. 

The democratic capability of the Indian state will be tested with each new wave of the pandemic.  

Collaborative federalism that chooses to ignore asymmetries in power will only strengthen the 

democratic choices for better governance. 

Cooperation between the Centre and States is key to success and the fight would very much 

depend upon the availability of resources. 

 

3.The upcoming crisis in Indian federalism 
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Introduction: 

The Indian Constitution may face an unprecedented crisis in 2026 when there will be a dramatic 

change in the composition of the Lok Sabha.  

Since 1976, seats in the Lok Sabha have reflected the 1971 census and have not taken into account 

changes in the population.  

 

The essence of the Union: 

1. As Article 1 of the Indian Constitution says, India is a Union of States.  

2. The choice of words is deliberate: it is the several States that, together, make up the Indian 

Union.  

3. Admittedly, unlike in other federations, there is no separate State citizenship or State 

Constitutions.  

4. However, one need only study the history that led up to the linguistic reorganisation of 

States in 1956, and to subsequent movements for Statehood afterwards, to understand that 

States are distinct associative communities, within the federal structure of the Indian Union.  

5. Indeed, in a polity as plural as ours, linguistically, culturally, and ethnically it could not be 

any other way. 

 

Need for balance between the democratic principle and the federal principle: 

1. The primary reason for 1971 census for Lok Sabha elections has been unequal population 

growth among States.  

2. India’s most highly developed and prosperous States have been successful at family 

planning, while the poorer States continue to expand.  

3. The freeze was thus a chance to ensure that India’s most successful States are not punished 

politically for their success.  

4. Post 2026, when this compact end, there will be a seismic shift in national power towards 

India’s poorest and most populated States, which is sure to generate much resentment 

among the States that will lose political and economic power and influence.  

5. This calls for a realignment in the balance between the democratic principle and the federal 

principle in the Indian Constitution. 
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The Indian structure: 

India’s quasi-federal structure has always been sui generis.  

However, other federations (Switzerland and Belgium come to mind) have adopted other — less 

extreme — forms of reconciliation.  

1. Our founders knew that India’s diversity made federalism inevitable, but, fearing fissiparous 

tendencies among States that had never been a single political unit, they also created a 

strong centre.  

2. While history has been chequered, the fears for Indian national unity simply on the basis of 

giving States greater powers have proven to be unfounded and if at all, it has been the other 

way.  

3. The 1956 reorganisation of States on linguistic lines was a popular recognition of federal 

principles and yet did not result in separatist tendencies.  

4. Since then, new States within the Union have been created in response to the demands of 

people for greater autonomy. 

5. In India, any clash between federal principles and democracy will inevitably also have 

linguistic, religious and cultural implications and may result in new forms of sub-regional 

chauvinism.  

6. Thus, there is an urgent need to reimagine our national compact another freeze will only 

kick this thorny issue down the road and will continue to perpetuate an increasingly 

undemocratic set up. 

 

Fine-tune these elements: 

We have the components of such a new balance that need to be fine-tuned to Indian realities.  

1. First, the powers of States vis-à-vis the Centre contained in the Lists and in the provisions 

dealing with altering boundaries of States must be increased to assuage the fear of smaller 

States that they will be dominated by bigger ones.  

a. There is no reason to believe that empowering our States would cause national 

disintegration.  

b. On the contrary, more localised decision-making is bound to increase national 

prosperity.  

c. Indeed, this was the entire goal of the creation of Panchayat governance through the 

73rd and 74th Amendments to the Constitution, whose promise remains 

unfortunately unrealised. 
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2. Second, the role and composition of the Rajya Sabha, our House of States, must be 

expanded.  

a. This would allow smaller States a kind of brake over national majoritarian politics that 

adversely impact them. 

3. Third, constitutional change and the change in financial redistribution between the States 

must require the consent of all or nearly all States (the fate of the Goods and Services Tax, 

or GST, serves as a salutary warning in this regard).  

a. Constitutional provisions dealing with language and religion must also be inviolate.  

b. If India is a joint venture between majority and minority shareholders, the minority 

must be protected by a comprehensive list of “consensus items” that require 

unanimity — or at least, a super-majority — and not simple majority. 

4. Fourth, serious thought must be given to breaking up the biggest States into smaller units 

that will not by themselves dominate the national conversation. 

 

Big States versus small States: 

1. Having established, thus, that States are important, self-contained units within the Indian 

constitutional scheme, we must turn to an inherent contradiction between the principles of 

democracy and federalism, when federal units are unequal in size, population and 

economics.  

2. This is easy to comprehend. In a democratic set up, all citizens are equal and are thus entitled 

to equal representation in governance.  

3. But this would imply that bigger States are likely to dominate the national conversation 

over smaller States.  

4. Small States fear that they would get a smaller share of the pie economically, a much 

reduced say in national issues, and be irrelevant in the political governance of the country. 

5. In order to assuage this legitimate fear, federal democracies have incorporated into their 

governing structures various kinds of compromises to ensure a balance between democratic 

principles and federal ones. 

 

Conclusion: 

Lampedusa’s Il Gattopardo contains the memorable quote, Everything must change for everything 

to remain the same.  
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This includes the question of how we are to balance the competing claims of democracy and 

federalism, in the years to come. 

The unity of India is, of course, the fundamental premise underlying this discussion, but this unity 

does not depend on an overbearing Centre for its survival.  

National bonds of affection and patriotism will not be severed by devolution of powers though 

they will be at least severely strained when one part of the country is empowered over another.  

 

4.Why a Cooperation Ministry 

 

                       

 

Context: 

The government announced the formation of a separate Union Ministry of Cooperation, a subject 

that till date was looked after by the Ministry of Agriculture.  

The Central Government for realizing the vision of ‘Sahkar se Samriddhi’ (Prosperity through 

Cooperation) and to give a new push to the cooperative movement. 

The Government has signalled its deep commitment to community based developmental 

partnership. It also fulfils the budget announcement made by the finance minister in 2021. 

 

What is the cooperative movement? 

By definition, cooperatives are organisations formed at the grassroots level by people to harness 

the power of collective bargaining towards a common goal. 
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1. In agriculture, cooperative dairies, sugar mills, spinning mills etc are formed with the pooled 

resources of farmers who wish to process their produce.  

2. The country has 1,94,195 cooperative dairy societies and 330 cooperative sugar mill 

operations.  

3. In 2019-20, dairy cooperatives had procured 4.80 crore litres of milk from 1.7 crore members 

and had sold 3.7 crore litres of liquid milk per day. (Annual Report, National Dairy 

Development Board, 2019-20). 

4. Cooperative sugar mills account for 35% of the sugar produced in the country. 

5. In banking and finance, cooperative institutions are spread across rural and urban areas.  

6. Village-level primary agricultural credit societies (PACSs) formed by farmer associations are 

the best example of grassroots-level credit flow.  

7. These societies anticipate the credit demand of a village and make the demand to the district 

central cooperative banks (DCCBs).  

8. State cooperative banks sit at the apex of the rural cooperative lending structure.  

9. Given that PACSs are a collective of farmers, they have much more bargaining powers than 

an individual farmer pleading his case at a commercial bank. 

10. There are also cooperative marketing societies in rural areas and cooperative housing 

societies in urban areas. 

 

Why was the new Ministry necessary? 

It was necessary to restore the importance of the cooperative structure in the country.  

Various studies conducted by institutions like Vaikunt Mehta Institute of Cooperative Management 

have shown the cooperative structure has managed to flourish and leave its mark only in a handful 

of states like Maharashtra, Gujarat, Karnataka etc.  

Under the new Ministry, the cooperative movement would get the required financial and legal 

power needed to penetrate into other states also. 

 

What will be the new Ministry’s objectives? 

The Ministry of Cooperation will provide a separate administrative legal and policy framework for 

strengthening the cooperative movement in the country.  

It will help deepen Co-operatives as a true people based movement reaching up to the grassroots.  
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In our country, a Co-operative based economic development model is very relevant where each 

member works with a spirit of responsibility.  

The Ministry will work to streamline processes for ‘Ease of doing business’ for co-operatives and 

enable development of Multi-State Co-operatives (MSCS). 

 

What laws govern cooperative societies? 

1. Like agriculture, cooperation is in the concurrent list, which means both the central and 

state governments can govern them.  

2. A majority of the cooperative societies are governed by laws in their respective states, with a 

Cooperation Commissioner and the Registrar of Societies as their governing office.  

3. In 2002, the Centre passed a Multi-State Cooperative Societies Act that allowed for 

registration of societies with operations in more than one state.  

4. These are mostly banks, dairies and sugar mills whose area of operation spreads across 

states.  

5. The Central Registrar of Societies is their controlling authority, but on the ground the State 

Registrar takes actions on his behalf. 

 

Constitutional Provisions related to Cooperatives: 

1. The Constitution (97th Amendment) Act, 2011 added a new Part IXB right after Part IXA 

(Municipals) regarding the cooperatives working in India. 

2. The word “cooperatives” was added after “unions and associations” in Article 19(1)(c) under 

Part III of the Constitution. This enables all the citizens to form cooperatives by giving it the 

status of fundamental right of citizens. 

3. A new Article 43B was added in the Directive Principles of State Policy (Part IV) regarding 

the “promotion of cooperative societies”. 

 

How much finances do these institutions control? 

1. NABARD’s annual report of 2019-20 counts 95,238 PACSs,363 DCCBs and 33 state 

cooperative banks in the country.  

2. The state cooperative banks reported a total paid-up capital of Rs 6,104 crore and deposits of 

Rs 1,35,393 crore, while the DCCBs’ paid-up capital stood at Rs 21,447 crore and deposits at 

Rs 3,78,248 crore.  
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3. The DCCBs, whose main role is disbursal of short-term loans to the farming sector (crop 

loan), distributed Rs 3,00,034 crore in loans.  

4. The state cooperative banks, which mainly finance agri-processing industries such as sugar 

mills or spinning mills, disbursed Rs 1,48,625 crore in loans. (Annual Report, NABARD, 2019-

20) 

5. In urban areas, urban cooperative banks (UCBs) and cooperative credit societies extend 

banking services to many sectors that would otherwise have found it difficult to get into the 

institutional credit structure.  

6. According to Reserve Bank of India data, the country has 1,539 UCBs whose total capital in 

2019-20 stood at Rs 14,933.54 crore with a total loan portfolio of Rs 3,05,368.27 crore. 

 

Women cooperatives: 

Quoting estimates from the National Cooperative Union of India, which put the total number of 

cooperatives in the country at over 8 lakh, chairperson, SEWA Cooperative Federation, says,  

1. Women are waiting for the details, when we heard there is going to be a Ministry of 

Cooperation. 

2. We felt hopeful because we felt there will be a focus now on cooperatives and cooperation 

and we are particularly keen that there should be a focus on women cooperatives because 

they are less than three per cent of the 8 lakh cooperatives in the country. 

3. Also, she says, SEWA (Self Employed Women’s Association) and SEWA Cooperative 

Federation has been advocating more enabling policy and regulations for all cooperatives.  

4. We are now hopeful that with a ministry of cooperation, the issue of creating an enabling 

environment and removal of any barriers will be taken up. 

 

Conclusion: 

Critics argue that Creation of a new cooperation ministry is an infringement upon the federal rights 

of the state governments.  

This is an intrusion into the authority of the state governments. This amounts to challenging the 

federal system of our country. 

However, Principle of the cooperative movement is to unite everyone, even while remaining 

anonymous.  

The cooperative movement has the capacity to solve people’s problems. 
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5.A judgment that must be taken in the right spirit 

 

                   

 

Context: 

A constitutional amendment is a rare event. There have only been 104 such cases of those in the 

71 years since the Constitution came into being.  

Rarer still is when a court strikes down a constitutional amendment, an event which has occurred 

only seven times before recent last week. 

Such a moment has come to pass once again as Union of India vs Rajendra N. Shah, a judgment 

delivered by the Supreme Court of India.  

The 97th Constitutional Amendment was struck down, albeit in a limited manner. 

 

Contributions made by the Co-operative sector: 

1. The co-operative sector, over the years, has made significant contribution to various sectors 

of national economy and has achieved voluminous growth.  

2. The "co-operative societies" is a subject enumerated in Entry 32 of the State List of the 

Seventh Schedule of the Constitution and the State Legislatures have accordingly enacted 

legislations on co-operative societies. 
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3. However, it has shown weaknesses in safeguarding the interests of the members and 

fulfilment of objects for which these institutions were organised.  

4. There have been instances where elections have been postponed indefinitely and nominated 

office bearers or administrators remaining in charge of these institutions for a long time.  

5. This reduces the accountability of the management of co-operative societies to their 

members.  

6. Inadequate professionalism in management in many of the co-operative institutions has led 

to poor services and low productivity.  

 

The background of cooperative societies: 

The 97th Constitutional Amendment brought about many changes to the legal regime of 

cooperative societies.  

The amendment added “cooperative societies” to the protected forms of association under 

Article 19(1)(c), elevating it to a fundamental right.  

It also inserted Part IXB in the Constitution which laid down the terms by which cooperative 

societies would be governed, in more granular detail than was palatable. 

 

Why now violation of 97th Constitutional Amendment happened and challenged: 

1. The Constitution can be amended only by the procedure provided in Article 368.  

2. The amendment procedure requires a majority of the total strength of each of the Houses of 

Parliament and two-thirds majority of those present and voting.  

3. A proviso to the Article lists out some articles and chapters of the Constitution, which can be 

amended only by a special procedure.  

4. The special procedure requires that the amendment will also have to be ratified by the 

legislatures of half of the States.  

5. It is precisely on the grounds of violation of this additional requirement that the 97th 

Constitutional Amendment was challenged. 

6. It is important to locate this amendment in context. The idea that the cooperative sector 

ought to be controlled at the State level and not at the central or Union level goes back all 

the way to the Government of India Act, 1919 which placed cooperatives in the provincial 

list.  
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7. This scheme carried forward into the Constitution with Entry 32 of the State List in the 

Seventh Schedule of the Constitution conferring power on the State legislatures to make 

laws pertaining to incorporation, regulation and the winding up of cooperative societies. 

 

Critical Arguments: 

1. The rules of the Central and State governments are well-demarcated. They cannot interfere 

in each other’s jurisdiction.  

2. The Centre’s role is restricted only to multi-State cooperative banks. There have been 

reports speculating that the creation of a separate cooperation Ministry was solely to 

undermine or regulate state cooperatives. But such assumptions are baseless. 

3. The Supreme court’s verdict came on the Centre’s plea challenging the Gujarat High Court’s 

decision striking down certain provisions of the 97th constitutional amendment while 

holding that Parliament cannot enact laws with regard to cooperative societies as it is a 

state subject. 

4. The court took the example of the 73rd and 74th Amendments which introduced the 

chapters on panchayats and municipalities, respectively.  

5. Those amendments, similar in impact on the legislative power of the States, had been passed 

by the special procedure involving ratification by State legislatures.  

6. The court noted that the procedure had not been followed in this case but clarified that the 

judgment is confined to the procedural lacuna and does not go into the question of the 

amendment being violative of the basic structure of the Constitution. 

7. The case for transparency and efficiency in the sector is strong; that goal must be pursued 

not by scaring the very soul of the sector but by advancing the cooperative spirit. 

 

Way Ahead points provided by author: 

1. The organising principles and mechanism of these cooperatives differ from area to area and 

depend on the industry or crop which forms the fulcrum of the cooperative.  

2. Homogeneity in this area would only result in the creation of round holes in which square 

pegs no longer fit.  

3. They also would not really serve to break the control some political interests have taken over 

cooperatives.  

4. The cooperative sector has always been in the domain of the States or provinces.  
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5. It is best that the Government takes this judgment in the right spirit and stays away from 

further meddling in the cooperative sector, notwithstanding the creation of the new 

Ministry. 

 

Conclusion: 

Co-operatives need to run on well-established democratic principles and elections held on time 

and in a free and fair manner.  

Therefore, there is a need to initiate fundamental reforms to revitalize these institutions in order 

to ensure their contribution in the economic development of the country. 

These institutions are needed to serve the interests of members and public at large and also to 

ensure their autonomy, democratic functioning and professional management.  

 

6.Centre rolls out second wave stimulus 

 

          

 

Context: 

In a first set of measures to mitigate the economic impact of the devastating second Covid wave, 

Finance Ministry announced a series of steps aimed to push credit off-take in priority areas such as 

health infrastructure and the severely hit tourism sector by providing interest-rate concessions. 

Alongside a move to expand the scope of the Emergency Credit Line Guarantee Scheme for small 

and medium firms from Rs 3 lakh crore to Rs 4.5 lakh crore, Central government announced a credit 
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guarantee scheme amounting to Rs 50,000 crore to ramp up healthcare infrastructure beyond the 

eight major metros.  

And a credit guarantee of Rs 60,000 crore for other sectors impacted by Covid. 

 

Need for the Measures: 

1. The government pegged the total financial implications of the package, which included the 

reiteration of some steps that were already announced such as the provision of food grains 

to the poor till November and higher fertiliser subsidies, at ₹6,28,993 crore. 

2. The measures to keep enterprises afloat in the aftermath of COVID 2.0. 

3. The extension of ECLGS’s scope and coverage are expected to provide significant support to 

the cash flow of the stressed sectors. 

4. Tourism had been one of the most impacted sectors and the package would usher in much-

needed liquidity and help revive the employment-intensive sector. 

5. The pinpoint focus on augmenting manpower and infrastructural resources for paediatric 

care is a welcome step and a new beginning. 

6. Economists, however, noted that the elements of direct stimulus in the package and its 

upfront fiscal costs in 2021-22, are likely to be limited.  

7. More stimulus steps may be needed to shore up the economy through the rest of the year. 

 

Capital Expenditure (CAPEX) plans and measures to expedite infrastructure investment: 

1. While reviewing the capital expenditure performance of the Ministries and their CPSEs, 

Finance Minister emphasised that enhanced CAPEX will play a critical role in revitalising the 

economy post-pandemic and encouraged the Ministries to front-load their capital 

expenditure.  

2. Ministries were also requested to aim to achieve more than their CAPEX targets.  

3. Finance Minister said that the Budget for Financial Year 2021-22 provided a capital outlay of 

Rs. 5.54 lakh crore, a sharp increase of 34.5% over the Budget Estimate of 2020-21.  

4. However, the efforts from the budgetary side to increase the capital expenditure have to be 

complemented by the Public Sector Enterprises. 

5. Finance Ministry also highlighted that the infrastructure expenditure is not just Central 

Government budgetary expenditure on infrastructure and includes infrastructure spending 

by State Governments and private sector.  
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6. It also includes Government expenditure through extra-budgetary resources.  

7. Therefore, Ministries are to actively work on getting projects funded through innovative 

structuring and financing and provide all support to private sector for enhancing 

infrastructure spending. 

 

The eight key announcements made by the Central government: 

1. A total of Rs 1.1 lakh crore loan guarantee scheme for sectors affected by COVID-19 Rs 

50,000 crore to the health sector for scaling up health infrastructure.  

2. For health sector, maximum interest rate capped at 7.95 percent Rs 60,000 crore to other 

sectors. For other sectors, interest rate capped at 8.25 percent. 

3. Scope of ECLGS enlarged, the overall cap increased from Rs 3 lakh crore to Rs 4.5 lakh crore. 

Rs 2.69 lakh crore loans disbursed under ECLGS so far to 1.1 crore units. 

4. Credit Guarantee Scheme launched to provide loans to small borrowers via MFIs. Maximum 

loan to the individual at Rs 1.25 lakh, interest rate 2 percent below RBI prescribed rate. 

5. Focus on new loans, stressed borrowers except NPAs to be covered. Loan duration of 3 years 

under the scheme. 

6. New scheme to revive tourism with 100 percent guaranteed loans. Financial support to be 

extended to more than 11,000 registered tourist guides, Travel & Tourism Stakeholders 

(TTS).   

7. TTS to get up to Rs 10 lakh loans under the scheme Licensed Tourist guides to get up to Rs 1 

lakh loan 

8. Free tourist visas to 5 lakh tourists. Scheme applicable till 31 March 2022 or till the first 5 

lakh tourist visas get covered, whichever is earlier 

9. Atmanirbhar Bharat Rozgar Yojana extended from 30 June 2021 to 31 March 2022. More 

than 21.4 lakh people of nearly 80,000 establishments have already benefited from the 

scheme 

10. Farmers to get additional protein-based fertilizer subsidy of nearly Rs 15,000 crore. 

11. Free food grains will be provided to the poor from May to November 2021 under Pradhan 

Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana (PMGKY). Total financial implication nearly Rs 94,000 

crore, making the total cost of PMGKY nearly Rs. 2.28 Lakh crore. 

12. Release of Climate Resilient Special Traits Varieties, Under this, the Government will release 

21 Climate-resilient and bio-fortified special varieties of crops. 
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13. Revival of North Eastern Regional Agricultural Marketing Corporation(NERAMAC) for 

getting remunerative prices of agri-horticulture products. 

14. Boost Export Insurance Cover, Infusion of equity in Export Credit Guarantee Corporation 

(ECGC) for 5 years, to boost export insurance cover. 

15. Broadband to each Village through BharatNet PPP Model: Under this, BharatNet will be 

implemented in PPP model in 16 States on viability gap funding basis.  

16. This will enable the expansion and up gradation of BharatNet to cover all Gram Panchayats 

and inhabited villages. 

 

Conclusion: 

The focus was largely on extending loan guarantees and concessional credit for pandemic-hit 

sectors and investments to ramp up healthcare capacities. 

It is believed that these measures will help to stimulate economic activities, boost production & 

exports and generate employment. 

However, economists opine that more steps may be needed to shore up the economy through the 

rest of the year. 

 

7.Challenging negative social norms 
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Context: 

In these troubled times of the COVID-19 pandemic, the World Population Day on July 11 brings 

some positive news, India has entered a demographic sweet spot that will continue for another 

two to three decades.  

Half of India’s population is under 29 years of age, which means that in this period, a greater 

proportion of young people will drive India’s economic growth and social progress.  

So, they must not only be healthy, knowledgeable and skilled but must also be provided with the 

rights and choices to develop to their fullest potential, including, and especially, sexual and 

reproductive health and rights (SRHR). 

 

India’s reach in Developmental goals: 

In the last two decades, India has made substantial gains with SRH indicators.  

Progressive policies for maternal health have resulted in improved rates of institutional delivery 

and a decline in maternal mortality ratio (MMR) from 327 in 1999-2001 to 113 per 100,000 live 

births in 2016-18, as per Sample Registration System (SRS) data. 

There have also been significant shifts in family planning in the past decade, and data from the 

National Health Family Survey 5 for the year 2019-20 (NFHS-5) show how contraceptive prevalence 

has improved in most States.  

India’s population growth is now stabilising. The decline in overall fertility notwithstanding, the 

population will continue to grow because of the effect of ‘population momentum’.  

The Total Fertility Rate (TFR), presently at 2.2 children, will soon reach replacement level (2.1).  

However, the TFR remains higher than the national average of 2.2 children among women who live 

in rural areas, have little formal education and are in the lowest income quintile a majority of them 

live in the poorer States. 

 

Guttmacher–Lancet Commission report: 

The Guttmacher–Lancet Commission in looking at how to improve SRHR in populations 

formulated a comprehensive definition of SRHR that encompasses a broader range of issues.  

These include SRHR and issues such as violence, stigma and respect for bodily autonomy, which 

greatly impact the psychological, emotional and social well-being of individuals. 
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On World Population Day this year, the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) India recognises 

that even if health systems are understandably strained, the provision of these services cannot 

wait.  

Any further delays will curtail the health and well-being of women and girls, the consequences of 

which can last a lifetime. 

 

Rights of women and girls must appreciate in India’s population stabilisation strategy: 

1. Changing social norms is one of the biggest challenges for India to address the needs of the 

next generation.  

2. For example, India’s population stabilisation strategy must be adjusted keeping in mind the 

rights of women and girls.  

3. Women must have a greater say in choosing their family size. Prescriptive or coercive 

methods, such as one- or two-child norms, have rarely worked well anywhere for long.  

4. It goes without saying that for women and girls, the empowerment to make choices leads to 

better health outcomes, such as knowing how to prevent unintended pregnancy or giving 

birth with the help of a skilled birth attendant. 

5. The COVID-19 pandemic has exposed weaknesses in healthcare systems and has led to 

serious gaps and challenges in the provision of information and services on sexual and 

reproductive health (SRH).  

6. Even before the pandemic, pervasive negative social norms, health system barriers and 

gender inequality hindered universal access to SRHR as envisioned under the Programme of 

Action of the 1994 International Conference on Population and Development (ICPD).  

 

However, Poor indicators to reach the SDG Targets: 

1. There are many challenges on the path to 2030, the goalpost for achieving the Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs). 

2. Two million adolescent girls (15-19 years) each year had a pregnancy, and of these, nearly 

63% were unwanted or unintended (Guttmacher Institute, 2021).  

3. This points to inadequate information and access to SRH services for this age group.  

4. In girls aged 15-19 years, 22.2% had an unmet need for contraception, according to NFHS-4. 

5. Girls are still marrying too young 26.8% of women aged 20-24 years are married before they 

turn 18, often having their first child within the first year of marriage.  
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6. Far too many girls and women face gender-based violence and harmful practices that are 

socially sanctioned.  

7. All of these practices are rooted in social norms, beliefs and practices that deny women their 

bodily autonomy. 

8. India has slipped 28 places to rank 140th among 156 countries, becoming the third-worst 

performer in South Asia in The World Economic Forum’s (WEF) Global Gender Gap Report 

(2021).  

 

Women role is the key in India’s success model: 

1. What research and practical experience show is that when women can make informed 

choices about their sexual and reproductive health, and when they have access to services to 

support their choices, societies are healthier and more productive.  

2. A woman who has control over her body gains not only in terms of autonomy but also 

through advances in health, education, income and safety.  

3. Woman is more likely to thrive, and so is her family. The UNFPA calls upon stakeholders to 

help build a new set of social norms to drive this mission. 

4. The current government, with programmes such as Beti Bachao Beti Padhao (BBBP), has 

made some efforts to challenge existing social norms and has underlined those investments 

in social causes must go alongside economic progress.  

5. All sections of society must embrace this call for positive change, each doing their part, from 

the individual to the institution level.  

6. The UNFPA is keen to take India’s success models and strengthen the South-South 

Collaboration further. 

 

Conclusion: 

Time to achieve the ambitious targets of the SDGs is running out. India must hence choose its 

priorities carefully. 

Analysis seems to suggest that placing youth, women and girls at the centre of policymaking and 

services could trigger a positive ripple effect.  

If young people, and adolescent girls in particular, have access to education, relevant skills, 

information and services to make healthy choices, including related to SRH, are empowered to 

exercise their rights, and have access to opportunities for employment, then India will be on a clear 

path to achieve its goals. 
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8.Unhealthy Data Governance 

 

                            

 

Context: 

The CoWin portal came under criticism due to the absence of a privacy policy.  

In February 2021, the minister of state for health informed the Lok Sabha that CoWin follows the 

privacy policy of the National Digital Health Mission (NDHM), which is the Health Data 

Management Policy. 

Other digital health initiatives, such as telemedicine, hospital management systems and insurance 

claims management, are also tied to this Policy.  

National Health Authority (NHA) is the apex agency of the Government of India responsible for the 

design, roll- out, implementation and management of Ayushman Bharat and the National Digital 

Health Mission (NDHM) across the country. 

It is no exaggeration to say that the Policy forms the backbone of the NDHM. 

 

Health Data Management Policy: 

1. The National Health Authority (NHA) has released the Health Data Management Policy of 

the National Digital Health Mission (NDHM) in the public domain for comments and 

feedback. 
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2. The Policy seeks to develop a national health information system, by facilitating the 

creation of Unique Health Identification (UHID) for individuals and healthcare providers; and 

the collection, storage, processing and sharing of personal health information, as electronic 

health records (EHRs).  

3. Every individual’s UHID is linked to his or her EHR. While digitisation enables seamless and 

efficient exchange of information, it also entails significant risks to privacy, confidentiality 

and security of personal health data.  

4. The Policy purports to mitigate these risks, through two guiding principles: “security and 

privacy by design” and individual autonomy over personal health data.  

5. However, fundamental design flaws may end up increasing instances of personal health data 

breaches. 

6. The Policy rightly sets out privacy by design and individual autonomy as its guiding principles. 

However, vague provisions and on-ground implementation are failing to adhere to these 

principles.  

 

Therefore, Contrary to the Right to Informational Privacy: 

1. The Supreme Court, in Puttaswamy, held that the right to informational privacy is a 

fundamental right and any encroachment on this must be supported by law, also calling for 

enacting a comprehensive data protection legislation.  

2. Contrary to this, the digitisation process being rolled out under the Policy is not supported by 

any law.  

3. This remains a concern as unauthorised disclosures and breaches would cause serious and 

irreparable harm to individuals. 

4. The Policy itself establishes the NDHM, which will function like a regulator performing 

legislative, executive and quasi-judicial functions.  

5. Setting up a regulatory authority entails a law that defines the boundaries within which it 

can function, while ensuring independence from government interference and accountability 

to Parliament.  

6. Instead, the Policy leaves it entirely to the NDHM, an executive authority, to define its own 

governance structure. 
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Problem of weak accountability extends to personal health data: 

1. Recently, the Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority of India warned insurers 

against using leaked personal health records of COVID-19 patients to deny coverage or block 

claims. 

2. The problem of weak accountability extends to personal health data as well.  

3. For example, the Policy does not require reporting of personal data breaches to affected 

individuals.  

4. This not only impedes the rights to information and access to grievance redress, but also 

increases the possibility of illegitimate state surveillance.  

5. For instance, a recent RTI query revealed that the chief medical officer of the Kulgam district 

in Jammu and Kashmir was surreptitiously sharing Aarogya Setu users’ data with local police 

authorities. 

6. The privacy by design framework may be bogged down by weak accountability mechanisms 

vis-à-vis secondary use of digital health data for research and policy planning, particularly by 

private firms.  

7. The Policy permits sharing of aggregate and anonymised health data, on the premise that 

anonymisation conceals individuals’ identity.  

8. However, several studies have shown that anonymised datasets can be easily de-anonymised 

to link back to personally identifiable information, risking individual privacy. 

 

Risking individual privacy and identifiable information:  

1. The Policy also does not limit the use of aggregate health data to public health purposes, and 

prohibit data monetisation.  

2. Without strict purpose limitation, private firms may use people’s health data to enhance 

profits, at the cost of individual rights and societal interests.  

a. For example, insurance companies may freely use granular health data to profile and 

score individuals, leading to denial of coverage for high-risk groups and volatility in 

premium amounts.  

3. The other guiding principle of individual autonomy is invoked through ‘informed consent’ for 

collecting and processing personal health data.  

a. However, the proposed consent framework is so constricted that individuals may 

ultimately end up with little or no control over their data.  
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4. For one, the Policy mandates informed consent only prior to the collection of data, in case of 

any change in the privacy policy or in relation to any new or unidentified purpose. 

5. This suggests that one-time consent for one or more broad purposes may be sufficient, as 

opposed to informed consent for every instance of personal data processing. 

 

Therefore, need for a Public Health Surveillance System: 

1. In 2019, the World Health Organization (WHO) in partnership with the Government of India 

launched the Integrated Health Information Platform (IHIP) within the IDSP program. 

2. The IHIP is a digital web-based open platform that captures individualized data in almost 

real-time, generates weekly and monthly reports of epidemic outbreaks and early warning 

signs and captures response by ‘rapid response teams’, for 33+ disease conditions. 

3. Predicting/Forecasting and Preparedness for Epidemic Outbreaks for communicable and 

emerging epidemics of non-communicable disease, such as MDR-TB, NIPAH outbreak etc. 

4. Guiding Prevention and Health Promotion Strategies: Identify new/hidden reservoirs and 

sources of infection, block chains of rapid transmission and limit the resulting morbidity, 

disability or death. 

5. Responding to Outbreaks and Guiding Future Programs of Disease control: Surveillance can 

help create standard protocols to interpret actionable medical data in real time and 

subsequently use tools like genetic mapping to target variations or susceptible hosts. 

 

NITI Aayog introduced: The National Health Stack: 

The National Health Stack will facilitate collection of comprehensive healthcare data across the 

country.  

Designed to leverage India Stack, subsequent data analysis on NHS will not only allow policy makers 

to experiment with policies, detect fraud in health insurance, measure outcomes and move towards 

smart policy making, it will also engage market players (NGOs, researchers, watchdog 

organizations) to innovate and build relevant services on top of the platform and fill the gaps. 

 

Way forward: 

The design is geared to generate vast amounts of data resulting in some of the largest health 

databases with secured aggregated data that will put India at the forefront of medical research in 

the world. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/


www.insightsonindia.com 41 INSIGHTS IAS 

  
 
www.insightsonindia.com                          INSIGHTS IAS                                 support@insightsias.com 
  

 

With the adoption of the technology approach, the government’s 

policies on health and health protection can achieve: 

1. Continuum of care as the Stack supports information flow across primary, 

secondary and tertiary healthcare 

2. Shift focus from Illness to Wellness to drive down future cost of health 

protection 

3. Cashless care to ensure financial protection to the poor 

4. Timely payments on Scientific package rates to service providers, a strong 

lever to participate in government-funded healthcare programs 

5. Robust Fraud detection to prevent funds leakage 

6. Improved policy Making through access to timely reporting on utilization 

and measurement of impact across health initiatives and 

7. Enhanced trust and accountability through non-repudiable transaction 

audit trails. 

 

Conclusion: 

In a recent working paper, published by the Internet Freedom Foundation and the Centre for Health 

Equity, Law and Policy, examining of various implications arising from the Policy.  

In a country with an uncertain cybersecurity environment, poor digital literacy and weak state 

capacity, the adverse implications can be particularly severe and widespread. 

While addressing the gaps in the Policy is necessary, it is not sufficient.  

A comprehensive data protection law (with health sector specific rules) as well as meaningful and 

sustained stakeholder engagement, are imperative for guiding the development of a digital health 

ecosystem in an effective, efficient and equitable manner. 

 

 

9.India needs a renewed health-care system 
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Context: 

India has a new Union Health Minister after the recent cabinet reshuffle. So, what does the new 

Health Minister need to learn from previous experience, and what unfinished tasks need to be 

taken forward?  

As citizens, how should we expect the Government to perform better on the public health front, 

given the lessons of the COVID-19 pandemic?  

If the Union Health Ministry acts upon the following health system lessons, this would not only 

enable improved handling of COVID-19, but would also have widespread positive impacts extending 

much beyond the COVID-19 situation. 

 

Two States and a comparison 

1. For any population, the availability of functional public health systems is literally a question 

of life and death.  

2. This is evident by comparing two States which currently have the highest number of COVID-

19 cases in India, Maharashtra and Kerala.  

3. Their per capita gross State domestic product (GSDP), reflecting the overall economic 

situation in each State, is similar.  

4. However, their COVID-19 case fatality rates are hugely different this being 0.48% for Kerala 

and 2.04% for Maharashtra, with the shocking implication that on average, a COVID-19 

patient in Maharashtra has been over four times more likely to die when compared to one in 

Kerala. 

5. A major reason for such critical divergence is likely to be the huge differences in the 

effectiveness of public health systems.  

6. Kerala has per capita two and a half times more government doctors, and an equally higher 

proportion of government hospital beds when compared to Maharashtra, while allocating 

per capita over one and half times higher funds on public health every year.  

7. Despite Maharashtra having a large private health-care sector, its weak public health system 

has proved to be a critical deficiency. 

8. In contrast, robust government health-care services in Kerala have translated into: a more 

effective outreach, timely testing, early case detection and more rational treatment for 

COVID patients, which all together reduce fatality rates.  

9. Existing evidence from the COVID-19 pandemic provides a clear message: a neglect of public 

health systems can mean large-scale, avoidable losses of lives;  
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10. Hence, public health services must be upgraded rapidly and massively as a topmost 

priority. 

 

Focus on public health: 

1. A larger programme which requires the immediate attention of the Health Minister is the 

National Health Mission (NHM); since 2017-18, Union government allocations for the NHM 

have declined in real terms, resulting in inadequate support to States for core activities such 

as immunisation, while systemic gaps affect the delivery of COVID-19 vaccination. 

2. Although urban people across India have experienced major shortages of public health 

services during COVID-19, the condition of the National Urban Health Mission (NUHM) 

remains pathetic.  

3. This year’s Central allocation for the NUHM is Rs.1,000 crore, which amounts to less than ₹2 

per month per urban Indian.  

4. This situation must change, and as recommended by the Parliamentary Standing 

Committee, for reaching National Health Policy targets, the Government must allocate ₹1.6-

lakh crore for public health during the current year.  

5. This would amount to a doubling of the present central health Budget, which could enable 

major strengthening of health services in rural and urban areas across the country. 

6. Talking of priorities, if the Rs.20,000 crore or nearabout allocated for the Central Vista 

project were to be utilised instead to set up oxygen plants, two-thirds of the over 25,000 

government hospitals across India could acquire their own oxygen source, thus helping to 

save the lives of lakhs of COVID-19 and non-COVID-19 patients.  

 

Private sector regulation: clearly visible during pandemic: 

1. Another clear priority that has been highlighted during the COVID-19 pandemic is the need 

to regulate rates and standards of care in the private sector.  

2. Massive hospital bills have caused untold distress even among the middle class; COVID-19 

care often costs ₹1 lakh to ₹3 lakh per week in large private hospitals.  

3. The ‘Remdesivir panic’ was significantly linked with major overuse of this medicine by 

unregulated private hospitals, despite the drug lacking efficacy to reduce COVID-19 

mortality.  

4. Although various determinants have contributed to the Mucormycosis outbreak, irrational 

use of steroids in COVID-19 patients, especially diabetics, appears to be an important factor. 
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5. Yet, despite accumulating evidence on the need for comprehensive regulation of private 

hospitals, the central government is yet to take necessary steps to promote the 

implementation of the Clinical Establishments (Registration and Regulation) Act (CEA).  

6. Passed in 2010 and presently applicable to 11 States across India, this Act is not effectively 

implemented due to a major delay in notification of central minimum standards, and failure 

to develop the central framework for regulation of rates.  

7. Responding to public distress, around 15 State governments invoked disaster-related 

provisions to regulate rates for COVID-19 treatment in private hospitals.  

8. However, initiatives from the central government to promote regulation of private hospitals 

during the COVID-19 situation are conspicuously inadequate.  

9. Learning from stark market failures during the COVID-19 pandemic, comprehensive 

regulation of private health care in public interest now must be a critical agenda for the new 

Health Minister. 

 

NITI Aayog prescriptions: 

1. Flying in the face of health-care distress faced by ordinary Indians during the last 16 months, 

NITI Aayog has recently published the document, ‘Investment Opportunities in India’s 

Healthcare Sector’.  

2. This promotes further privatisation of health care in a country which already has one of the 

most privatised health systems in the world. 

3. Published in the midst of widespread experiences of large-scale overcharging and irrational 

care by private providers during the COVID-19 epidemic, the report fails to acknowledge the 

negative aspects of unregulated private health care; neither is there any mention of the 

need for regulation of private hospitals.  

4. Proposals for handing over public hospitals to private operators, who would presumably now 

run these key public institutions on commercial lines under the ‘Viability Gap Funding’ 

scheme are deeply worrisome, especially since public health services which were hitherto 

free of cost, would begin to be charged for. 

5. Assuming that the Union Health Ministry has a primary mandate to shape national health 

policy in India, the health minister must assert his authority to stop such moves for further 

privatisation, which might benefit health-care corporates but would be damaging for 

ordinary people. 
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Way Forward Measures: 

1. The pandemic preparedness has been tested with immense losses. The Universal health 

coverage is needed more than ever to recuperate from the effects of the current pandemic.  

2. Post pandemic, many lessons need to be learnt especially for developing economies like India 

where public healthcare system is grossly inadequate to take care of health needs of citizens.  

3. World Health Organization's framework of six health system building blocks was utilized to 

study the lessons learnt and actionable points in the post pandemic period.  

4. Participation in Global Health Security Alliance has to be stepped up with involvement in 

Joint external evaluation and development of epidemiological core capacities.  

5. National Health Security Action Plan needs to drafted and available for health emergencies.  

6. Ayushman Bharat scheme should incorporate elements to address surge capacity at the time 

of health emergencies and measures to deliver care at the time of pandemic.  

7. Technology through tele-medicine, mobile-health, and digital platforms or apps should 

contribute to training, supervision, and facilitation of healthcare delivery at remote locations.  

8. Open data sharing policies should be developed for the practice of evidence-based public 

health.  

9. Public healthcare system and health manpower trained in epidemiology should be given a 

boost to have system readiness to respond in case of future pandemics. 

 

Conclusion: 

To conclude, this is a time when it is critical to rebuild people’s trust in public health systems.  

It is not unjustified to expect our new Health Minister to present an example to the people of India, 

by acting decisively for public health systems. 

Rebuild people’s trust in public health systems would help in overcoming COVID-19 vaccination 

hesitancy while strengthening the promotion of healthy behaviours necessary to deal with the 

current wave of COVID-19 and prevent a third wave.  

This would be done best if the new Health Minister acts on three core health system lessons of the 

COVID-19 pandemic, a need for strengthening public health systems; regulating private health 

care, and preventing further privatisation of the health sector.  
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10.Lessons from India’s food security response 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Context: 

With a reduction in COVID-19 infections as the second wave weakens in India, it is important to 

focus on the pandemic’s disruptive impact on the food security and livelihoods of the poor and 

marginalised. 

1. The deadly virus has been around for two years and it is not clear as to how and when it will 

end.  

2. However, we do have enough in terms of a hindsight analysis of policies and interventions 

that promise food and livelihood security, along with the strengthening of health support, 

for millions facing the wrath of the pandemic. 

3. It is imperative to also note an alarming escalation in the global hunger that is unfolding right 

now.  

4. There was a ‘dramatic worsening’ of world hunger in 2020, much of it likely related to the 

fallout of COVID-19.  

5. While the pandemic’s impact has yet to be fully mapped, a multi-agency report, ‘The State 

of Food Security and Nutrition in the World’, estimates that around a tenth of the global 

population – up to 81.1 crore persons – were undernourished last year. 

 

6. India has made enormous progress in food production over the years, with an inspiring 

journey towards self-sufficiency in food production marked by the Green Revolution.  
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7. In 2020, India produced over 30 crore tonnes of cereals and had built up a food stock of 10 

crore tonnes.  

8. The country has registered record harvests over the last few years. India exported a record 

1.98 crore tonnes of rice and wheat in FY21. 

 

Increase entitlements through Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana (PMGKAY): 

1. A dynamic analysis of the food security scenario and feedback from different stakeholders 

allowed the Government of India to increase entitlements given to National Food Safety Act 

(NFSA) beneficiaries in 2020.  

2. For instance, under the Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana (PMGKAY), 81.3 crore 

NFSA beneficiaries received an additional 5 kg of foodgrains per person per month and 1 kg 

of pulses per family per month, free of cost, for eight months from April to November 2020.  

3. Under the Atmanirbhar Bharat package, 8 crore migrants were provided 5 kg of foodgrains 

per month, free of cost. 

4. The government also allowed NGOs/civil society organisations to buy rice and wheat at 

subsidised prices directly from nearby Food Corporation of India (FCI) warehouses.  

5. The PMGKAY was introduced in 2020 for eight months to provide relief to 80 crore 

beneficiaries covered under NFSA from COVID-induced economic hardships.  

6. The scheme was reintroduced this year for the third phase implementation for two months 

till June, and later extended till November under the fourth phase. 

7. During the third phase of PMGKAY, about 89% of the allocated foodgrains were distributed 

to beneficiaries. The distribution reached 94% in May.  

8. Implemented for eight months last year and for seven months this year, the PMGKAY outlay 

will add up to a total expenditure of ₹2,28,000 crore over 15 months. 

 

Addressing challenges: 

1. The COVID-19 pandemic has once again drawn attention to addressing the aspects of access 

and portability of food entitlements.  

2. It is critical to leave no one behind in times such as these and crucial for states to find 

solutions so that no one goes hungry. 

3. Ensuring that food support focuses on at-risk groups, including persons with disabilities, the 

elderly, single women-led households, transgender persons, HIV-affected persons, displaced 

persons, refugees and orphan children, is at the heart of ‘Leave No One Behind’. 
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4. The scale of India’s public food distribution systems is immense and has gone through 

constant navigation and improvement, which is commendable.  

5. But more needs to still be done to improve access and inclusion among the missing 

vulnerable population. 

 

Pivoting safety nets: 

Coming to the impact of COVID-19’s fallout, vulnerable and marginalised families in India continued 

to be buffered against the food crisis by its robust Targeted Public Distribution System (TPDS). 

Key measures initiated by the Union government included allowing the States to lift their 

allocations for six months in one go, in anticipation of a surge in demand for foodgrains through the 

public distribution system.  

As data shows, there was an unprecedented spike in the uptake of subsidised and free foodgrains 

during the lockdown.  

The public distribution system became a lifeline for millions hit by the pandemic. 

 

Way ahead solutions: 

The One Nation One Ration Card (ONORC) scheme: 

1. First, the introduction of the One Nation One Ration Card (ONORC) scheme is an innovation 

that can be a game changer, allowing beneficiaries to access their food entitlements from 

anywhere in the country.  

2. This is especially important for a country like India with a massive mobile population and 

migration between States.  

3. The scheme takes the massive digitisation of the supply chain, distribution and access to the 

next step, ensuring anyone benefits from anywhere in India. 

 

Building resilient agriculture: 

1. Second, climate change will continue to affect agriculture and food security, and the impact 

on the poor and vulnerable can be devastating.  

2. Massive efforts are needed towards programmes that focus on building resilient agriculture 

that is adaptive to changing weather and needs through the introduction of newer varieties 

of crops, efficient irrigation systems, and the promotion of crops as per the agro-climate 

zones. 
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Reducing wastage of food and prevent losses: 

1. Thirdly, a third of all food produced is wasted. There should be enhanced efforts to prevent 

losses.  

2. According to various reports food waste attributed to households and their irresponsible 

consumption patterns means that change needs to begin in our own homes.  

3. Calculated purchasing when buying groceries, minimizing single-use packaging wherever 

possible, ordering consciously from restaurants, and reconsidering extravagant buffet 

spreads at weddings can go a long way. 

4. Lost or wasted energy used for food production accounts for about 10% of the world’s total 

energy consumption, and annual greenhouse gas emissions associated with food losses and 

food waste reaches to around 3.5 giga tonnes of the CO2 equivalent. 

5. Early awareness about our duty to minimize food waste is critical in changing the way our 

society addresses hunger and food scarcity.  

6. Thus, everyone must join hands if we are to work towards a truly sustainable India that does 

not have millions undernourished despite having adequate food production. 

 

Conclusion: 

Finally, 2021 offers a unique opportunity for advancing food security and nutrition through 

transforming food systems with the upcoming UN Food Systems Summit, the Nutrition for Growth 

Summit and the COP26 on climate change.  

The outcomes of these events will certainly shape the actions of the second half of the UN Decade 

of Action on Nutrition.  

India has a central role to play in this transformation and offering experiences and solutions to 

address the thought processes and models for a resilient, equitable, and food-secure world. 
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11.Meddling too much with e-commerce 

 

Introduction: 

One of the perils of oversized governance, as in India, is a multiplicity of laws, which often results 

in inefficiencies in the economy.  

A recent case of regulatory overhang is the e-commerce sector, which comprises only 3-4 per cent 

of retail in India.  

Yet, the government is attempting to discipline it through multiple laws administered by different 

regulators while sparing the larger offline retail segment. 

 

Context: 

Recently, the government amended the e-commerce rules under the Consumer Protection Act 

(CPA), 2019 and invited public comment.  

The objective is to bring transparency in the e-commerce platforms and further strengthen the 

regulatory regime to curb the perceived unfair trade practices by ensuring that domestic 

manufacturers and suppliers get a fair and equal treatment on e-commerce platforms, which, as a 

principle, is laudable. 

In addition to the massive compliance burden imposed on the market players, some overlapping 

provisions of laws also cause legislative ambiguity and lead to forum shopping by complainants, 

causing a heavy legislative burden on them. 

It seems rather astounding that amid a pandemic and with the third wave impending, instead of 

promoting e-commerce, the government is burdening the sector with new, restrictive rules. This 

will have a huge bearing on the consumer. 
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Amendments for the protection of interests of consumers: 

The CPA provides for protection of the interests of consumers. 

1. According to Section 2(7) of the Act, a consumer is any person who buys goods or avails 

himself of any service for a consideration and includes any user except for the person who 

has availed such services or goods for the purpose of resale or commercial use. 

2. With these amendments to protect the sellers on e-commerce platforms, the government is 

attempting to over-reach the mandate of the CPA and cause legislative ambiguity in the 

presence of a separate regulator for unfair trade practices, the Competition Commission of 

India (CCI). 

3. In some countries, such as Australia, consumer protection and competition laws are enforced 

by a single authority, while in India these are enforced by different forums. 

4. It is prudent to note that the CCI is already running an investigation on big e-commerce 

players over concerns such as preferential treatment of certain sellers and deep discounting, 

based upon a complaint filed by traders association. 

 

Recommendations to Amend the Consumer Protection (E-Commerce) Rules, 2020: 

The new Consumer Protection Act, 2019 came into force on 20th July 2020 and it will empower 

consumers and help them in protecting their rights through its various notified rules and 

provisions. 

Recently, a parliamentary panel on the Consumer Protection (E-Commerce) Rules, 2020 has 

recommended that the government should amend the rules to provide better protection to 

consumers rights and stop unfair practices. 

 

Unfair trade practice: 

1. In this regard, the proposed e-commerce rules under the CPA to prevent unfair trade 

practices are unwarranted. 

2. It must also be noted that unfair trade practices refer to the fraudulent or deceptive conduct 

of the market players for business gains and warrant ex-post intervention if such a conduct 

takes place.  

3. Ex-ante regulations to prevent a possible unfair trade practice would apply to all the market 

players, including the ones that do not intend to indulge in any such activity and increase 

their compliance burden. 
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4. E-commerce entities are required to provide information to consumers, relating to return, 

refund, exchange, warranty and guarantee, delivery and shipment, modes of payment, 

grievance redressal mechanism, payment methods, security of payment methods, charge-

back options and country of origin. 

5. These are necessary for enabling the consumer to make an informed decision at the pre-

purchase stage. 

6. The rules such as banning of certain types of sales by e-commerce players to prevent unfair 

trade practices are arbitrary and are a step towards a restrictive economy, which is likely to 

cause economic inefficiencies and impede economic growth. 

7. These platforms will have to acknowledge the receipt of any consumer complaint within 48 

hours and redress the complaint within one month from the date of receipt. They will also 

have to appoint a grievance officer for consumer grievance redressal. 

8. The CCI performs case by case analysis to assess if these practices cause an adverse effect on 

competition in the market and must continue to do so in that manner. This is also in line with 

global best practices. 

 

Create overlapping jurisdictions: 

1. These rules are cumbersome as well as undesirable as intuitively, the cost of enforcing them 

outweighs the benefits and create overlapping jurisdictions as such concerns are already 

covered under another law.  

2. It appears that the consumer protection law is being stretched to target e-commerce players. 

3. Legislative ambiguity exhibits regulatory incoherence among several regulators attempting 

to regulate one sector, e-commerce in this case.  

4. There are several other laws in the making, such as the Personal Data Protection law which 

would have a bearing on the growth and development of e-commerce. 

5. Thus, there is a need to establish clearly defined jurisdictions between all the regulators so 

that no overlapping or conflicting rules are enforced by multiple regulators. 

 

Sectoral regulator to avoid complexities: 

1. The government could consider setting up a sectoral regulator for e-commerce to avoid the 

increasing complexities of the regulatory regime.  

2. This has been in discussions for a while; however, the suggestion has been to have one 

similar to TRAI.  
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3. Considering the highly regulated, not so well functioning telecom sector in India, that 

reference is far from ideal. 

4. The government must limit its intervention in the markets to addressing market failures, 

regulating unfair trade practices and protecting consumer interest through the regulators. 

5. It may now become extremely essential for e-commerce entities to establish a significant 

internal compliance review mechanism in order to circumvent the adversities of being faced 

with liabilities on account of any defaults of the sellers operating on the e-commerce 

platforms. 

6. This may also necessitate significant interfacing between the Marketplace Entities and the 

sellers to ensure that required compliances are given effect to.  

7. It is in this context that the CCPA can play a constructive role to ensure a level playing field 

between the e-commerce entities, sellers, consumers and the brick-and-mortar stores. 

 

Conclusion: 

With the evolution of trade, it had become imperative to amend the law relating to protection of 

the consumers.  

E-commerce is a dynamic and intricate market and our laws need to not only keep pace with the 

ever-changing dynamics but also provide for eventualities in the near future to prevent modern 

forms of unfair trade and unethical business practices and provide for larger accountability. 

The proposed e-commerce rules attempt to micromanage the operations of market players, which 

will stymie the growth of e-commerce, a sunrise sector, in the country at a time when the need is 

to rapidly expand it to Tier-III/IV towns, generating millions of jobs and providing access to MSMEs 

to national and international markets by on-boarding them on e-commerce supply chains. 

 

12.The challenge of skilling India 

 

Context: 

Speaking on the occasion of the World 

Youth Skills Day last week, Prime Minister 

yet again underscored the importance of 

a skilled workforce for achieving the goal 

of becoming Atmanirbhar Bharat.  
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In today’s world, only those individuals and countries would grow which are skilled.  

PM Modi referred to the schemes and programmes run by his administration such as the Skill India 

Mission and the ‘Going Online As Leaders’ (or Goal) etc to argue that India had laid the foundation 

for improving the level of skill among the youth. 

However, according to most estimates, India continues to be a country that faces one of the 

highest shortages of skilled workforce.  

 

What is the scale of the skilling challenge facing India? 

1. According to the 2018 report by NCAER, India had about 468 million people in its workforce.  

2. Around 92% of them were in the informal sector. Around 31% were illiterate, only 13% had 

a primary education, and only 6% were college graduates.  

3. Further, only about 2% of the workforce had formal vocational training, and only 9% had 

non-formal, vocational training. 

4. That report had also estimated that almost 1.25 million new workers (aged 15–29) were 

projected to join India’s workforce “every month” through 2022. 

5. Another noteworthy observation in that report was that out of the more than 5 lakh final 

year bachelors students aged 18–29 who were surveyed, around 54% were found to be 

“unemployable”. 

 

Other side: Massive Unemployment: 

1. The other side is the massive unemployment in India, one that worsens with educational 

attainment. 

2. The data for this chart is for the January to April 2021 period, when the overall 

unemployment rate in the country was 6.83%.  

3. In comparison, those with graduation (or even higher degrees) face almost three-times the 

unemployment level.  

4. At over 19% unemployment rate, one in every five Indian who graduate (or even better) is 

unemployed. It is almost as if the economy penalises you for getting educated. 

5. The upshot of these two charts: On the one hand, companies in India face an acute shortage 

of skilled manpower and, on the other, India has millions of educated unemployed. 
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What explains this oddity? The lack of skill. 

1. Before understanding the size of the skilling challenge that India faces, it is important to 

understand what do we mean by “skilling”. 

2. A good resource in this regard is the 2018 report by the National Council of Applied Economic 

Research — aptly titled “No time to lose”. 

3. This report explains that there are three types of skills.  

4. First, the cognitive skills, which are the basic skills of literacy and numeracy, applied 

knowledge and problem-solving aptitudes and higher cognitive skills such as 

experimentation, reasoning and creativity.  

5. Then there are the technical and vocational skills, which refer to the physical and mental 

ability to perform specific tasks using tools and methods in any occupation.  

6. Lastly, there are social and behavioural skills, which include working, communicating, and 

listening to others. 

7. Different levels of these three types of skills can be combined to further classify skills into 

foundational, employability, and entrepreneurial skills. 

8. The Prime Minister said that more than 1.25 crore young persons have been trained under 

Pradhanmantri Kaushal Vikas Yojna. 

9. Further, talking about ‘Going Online As Leaders’ (GOAL), PM Modi said it is helping the tribal 

population with areas like art and culture. 

 

What is at stake? 

1. If the skilling issue is not resolved, India risks forfeiting its so-called “demographic dividend”. 

2. Thanks to the fact that India’s working-age population is growing faster than its population of 

young and old dependents, there is great opportunity for India to improve both its social 

and economic outcomes if the higher number of workers are productively employed.  

3. At precisely the year 2020, the proportion of those Indians who belong to the working age 

(15 to 64 years of age) and those who are dependent will be 50-50.  

4. Between 2020 and 2040, this proportion will turn even more favourable. 

5. But whether this will turn into a demographic dividend or not will depend entirely on how 

many of those in the working age bracket are working and becoming prosperous.  
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6. If they are not in well-paying jobs, the economy would not have the resources to take care of 

itself since with each passing year, the proportion of dependents will continue to rise after 

2040. 

7. To put it simply, to attain its rightful place and realise its aspirations, India must become rich 

before it gets old. 

8. Indians have excelled in technical expertise at the global level — be it medicine or 

engineering.  

 

What explains India’s domestic skilling paradox? 

A big part of the trouble is the starting condition.  

1. Over 92% of India’s workforce is in the informal sector. According to researchers at the 

NCAER, India is trapped in a vicious cycle: Greater workforce informality leads to lower 

incentives to acquire new skills.  

2. Faced with inadequately skilled workers, businesses often choose replacing labour with 

machinery.  

3. That’s because “skilled labour and technology are complementary, but unskilled labour and 

technology are substitutes”. This, in turn, leads to still fewer formal jobs. 

4. Millions of Indians who work in agriculture continue to subsist because they do not have the 

skills to take up industrial or services sector jobs even as these sectors themselves have failed 

to create adequate job opportunities. 

 

What can be done to break this cycle? 

1. A distinct disadvantage with India’s approach towards skilling has been to ignore the 

demands of the market.  

2. For the most part, skills have been provided in a top-down fashion.  

3. Thus, most skilling efforts focus almost solely on providing certain skills but fail to “match” 

them with the needs of the market. 

4. Experts argue that for skilling schemes to yield lasting results, even matching is not enough.  

5. Given the way market demands fluctuate — for instance, look at how Covid pandemic has 

upended supply chains, skilling efforts must try to anticipate the needs of the market. 
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Conclusion: 

“Learning should not stop with earning. Only a skilled person will grow in today’s world. This is 

applicable to both people and countries,” while exhorting the stakeholders to continuously skill, re-

skill and up-skill. 

This needs to be expedited as there is going to be a huge demand for re-skilling due to fast 

changing technology. 

The skilled workforce has helped India in fighting an effective battle against the COVID-19 

pandemic. 

India providing smart and skilled manpower solutions to the world should be at the core of our 

strategy of skilling youth. 

 

13.Will a national judiciary work? 

 

                    

 

Introduction: 

India is a federal State and has a single and unified judicial system with three tier structure, i.e. 

Supreme Court, High Courts and Subordinate Courts. 
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The Indian constitution under Article 124(1) states that there shall be a Supreme Court of India 

constituting of a Chief Justice of India (CJI) and, until Parliament by law prescribes a larger number, 

of not more than seven other Judges. 

Article 39 (A) of the Constitution directs the State to ensure that the operation of the legal system 

promotes justice on a basis of equal opportunity and shall, in particular, provide free legal aid by 

suitable legislation or schemes or in any other way. 

The Jurisdiction of the Supreme Court of India can broadly be categorised into original jurisdiction, 

appellate jurisdiction and advisory jurisdiction. However, there are other multiple powers of the 

Supreme Court. 

 

Context: 

The Vice President of India has recently raised concerns over making the entire judicial system 

more accessible and understandable for the common man. 

He said that “inordinate delay, cost of legal processes and inaccessibility are impeding the effective 

delivery of justice to the common man”. 

The Union government appears to be steadfast in its resolve to implement reforms in recruitment 

and appointment to the subordinate judicial services.  

 

Idea of creation of All India Judicial Service (AIJS): 

In 2019, it spearheaded a consultative process for the creation of the All India Judicial Service 

(AIJS).  

Initially, only four States and two High Courts supported the proposal. Eight States rejected it, five 

suggested changes, and 11 are yet to respond.  

Recently, the Centre took the ordinance route to effect changes in the appointment of members to 

various tribunals.  

In a single stroke, it abolished several tribunals. The manner of appointment of members to the 

remaining tribunals underwent a sea change.  

It is likely that the ordinance may not pass judicial scrutiny in light of the Supreme Court’s judgment 

in Rojer Mathew v. South Indian Bank (2019). 

 

Constitutional provisions and perspective in Judiciary: 
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1. The Indian constitution provides for a provision of Supreme Court under Part V (The Union) 

and Chapter 6 (The Union Judiciary). 

2. Articles 124 to 147 in Part V of the Constitution deal with the organisation, independence, 

jurisdiction, powers and procedures of the Supreme Court. 

3. Article 233(1) of the Constitution lays down that “appointments of persons to be, and the 

posting and promotion of, district judges in any State shall be made by the Governor of the 

State in consultation with the High Court exercising jurisdiction in relation to such State”.  

4. The 42nd Constitutional amendment in 1976 amended Article 312 (1) empowering 

Parliament to make laws for the creation of one or more All-India Services, including an AIJS, 

common to the Union and the States.  

5. However, Clause 3 of Article 312 places a restriction that such a service shall not include a 

post inferior to that of a district judge.  

6. The amendment also brought about a significant change in the Seventh Schedule  Entry 3 of 

List II in its entirety was placed as Entry 11A in List III. 

 

Evolution on debate on All India Judicial Service: 

1. In the early 1960s, the issue of creation of AIJS was debated during the Chief Justices 

Conference and was favoured by the eminent body, but many States and High Courts 

opposed it.  

2. The First National Judicial Pay Commission found that it would be in the interest and the 

health of the judiciary to form an AIJS.  

3. The report supported and reiterated the recommendations of the 14th Law Commission. 

4. In the All-India Judges case in 1992 the apex court had opined that the recommendations of 

the Law Commission should be examined and implemented.  

5. The issue was again discussed in All India Judges Association Vs. Union of India (2002).  

6. The court accepted most recommendations of the Shetty Commission and directed the 

government to implement the judgment. 

7. Any ground breaking reform is bound to receive criticism. The National Commission 

constituted for review of the Constitution had suggested a paradigm shift in the approach of 

the Union.  
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Need for reforms in Judiciary: 

1. The judge-population ratio in the country is not very appreciable. While for the other 

countries, the ratio is about 50-70 judges per million people, in India it is 20 judges per 

million heads. 

2. Although it is an increase from 12 judges per million people in the past, it does not make us 

anywhere close to an affordable judicial system. 

3. The total pendency of cases in the several courts of India at different levels, sums up to a 

total of about 3.7 crores thus increasing the demand of a better and improved judicial 

system. 

4. The gap between the number of judges and cases is widening. In the next 3 decades, the 

number of cases is expected to rise by approximately 15 crores requiring a total no of judges 

about 75000.  

5. In fact, currently the 25 high courts have the strength of less than 1200 judges. 

6. It is only since the pandemic that the court proceedings have started to take place virtually 

too, earlier the role of technology in the judiciary was not much larger. 

 

 Concerns and Arguments for the creation of All India Judicial Service: 

1. What was essentially intended to be the prerogative of the State will now be the prerogative 

of the Union.  

2. If the fundamental power of the States to make such rules and govern the appointment of 

district judges is taken away, it may be against the principle of federalism and the basic 

structure doctrine. 

3. The First Law Commission deliberated upon this, but it was only in 1972 that the issue 

gained momentum.  

4. The views of the Chief Justice of India and the Law Commission reports perhaps paved the 

way to bring in the 42nd constitutional amendment.  

5. It was only in 1986 that the Law Commission resurrected the issue and deliberated upon the 

objections.  

6. The primary fear was that promotional avenues of the subordinate judiciary would be 

severely curtailed.  

7. Fifty per cent of the posts of district judges are to be filled by promotion from the 

subordinate judicial service, thus leaving open the remaining for direct recruitment. Another 

fundamental concern was the language barrier. 
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Way Ahead: 

1. A sound judicial system is one based on an objective enquiry, practical and unbiased analysis 

of evidence and delivery of timely and even-handed justice to all citizens. 

2. The vacancies must be filled without any unnecessary delay. A proper time frame for the 

appointment of judges must be laid down and the recommendations must be given in 

advance. 

3. The Constitution of the All India Judicial Services is also an important factor which can 

definitely help India establish a better judicial system. 

4. Since cases in lower courts are argued in local languages, there have been apprehensions as 

to how a person from a particular state can hold hearing in another state that has completely 

different language. 

5. But the government is of the view that even IAS and IPS officers have served in different 

States overcoming the language barrier. 

 

Conclusion: 

The feasibility of the AIJS in the current context requires to be studied, especially when reliance is 

placed upon archaic reports of the Law Commission.  

It is for the Union to dispel doubts and at the same time give wings to the aspirations of all 

stakeholders when implementing the proposal.  

It, however, remains to be seen if the AIJS would be like the proverbial curate’s egg.  

The insurmountable number of pending cases calls for establishment of a recruitment system that 

recruits efficient judges in large numbers for speedy dispensation of cases.  

However, before AIJS gets into the legislative framework, there is a need to build consensus and 

take a decisive step towards the AIJS. 

 

14.The direction that the National Curriculum Framework needs to take 
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Context: 

The National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT) has tasked the State Councils of 

Educational Research and Training (SCERTs) to develop four State Curriculum Frameworks (SCFs).  

They pertain to School Education, Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE), Teacher Education 

(TE) and Adult Education (AE).  

This is as in the recommendations of the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020. 

The overarching goal will be to ensure universal access to high-quality early childhood care and 

education across the country in a phased manner.  

Special attention and priority will be given to districts and locations that are particularly socio-

economically disadvantaged. 

 

About National Curriculum Framework (NCF): 

NCF provides the framework for creation of the school syllabi and the writing of textbooks, while 

giving guidelines on teaching practices in India. 

Purpose: To make education comparable across the country in qualitative terms and also making it 

as means of ensuring national integration without compromising on the country’s pluralistic 

character. 

It addresses four issues: 

1. Educational purpose 

2. Educational experience 

3. Organization of experience 

4. Assessing learner 

NCF is only suggestive and provides guidelines on different aspects of education. All the states also 

developed State Curriculum Framework (SCF) in line with NCF. 

The NCERT will also provide support to the SCERTs in terms of guidance, training of personnel, and 

technology platforms to develop these documents. 

The NCF document shall henceforth be revisited and updated once every 5-10 years, taking into 

account frontline curriculum. 

 

School Education and Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER): 

1. Universalization of education from preschool to secondary level with 100% Gross Enrolment 

Ratio (GER) in school education by 2030. 
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2. School governance is set to change, with a new accreditation framework and an independent 

authority to regulate both public and private schools. 

3. Assessment reforms with 360-degree Holistic Progress Card, tracking Student Progress for 

achieving Learning Outcomes 

4. A new and comprehensive National Curriculum Framework for Teacher Education (NCFTE) 

2021, formulated by the National Council for Teacher Education (NCTE) in consultation with 

National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT). 

 

Issues that need to deal while developing National Curriculum Framework for School Education 

(NCFSE): 

1. NEP 2020 puts Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) and Classes 1 and 2 (first five years 

of education, for the age group three 3 to 8 years) as one stage.  

2. However, the ECCE and Classes 1 and 2 will be run in separate institutions by different 

teachers having different skill sets.  

3. Teachers’ qualifications, salaries, and training are supposed to be different, their curriculum 

frameworks are supposed to be different and ECCE and classes should not be clubbed 

together. 

4. The policy is chock-a-block with words for values, capabilities and skills, all justified as 

needed for emerging market requirements.  

5. Furthermore, these lists are just heaps of words, devoid of any organising principle to decide 

priorities, inter-relationships and deriving curricular content and pedagogy from them.  

6. A similar unorganised list is repeated ad nauseum in the name of pedagogical 

recommendations.  

7. And yet, it fails to provide appropriate criteria to choose pedagogy at different stages and for 

different curricular areas. 

8. The so-called foundational stage crumbles under the slightest scrutiny on organisational as 

well as pedagogical grounds. 

 

Solution for the policy formulation: 

The purpose of surveys on public opinion is to create a consensus on basic values, and the vision 

and the direction our education system should take.  

One way out of this problem is to take a lot of help from the Secondary Education Commission 

Report (SECR) and Zakir Hussain’s Basic National Education (BNE) report.  
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Secondary Education Commission Report (SECR): 

1. The SERC assumes, without saying, that the democratic polity we adopted gives us that 

consensus.  

2. They also collected a lot of data, but that data was analysed and organised in the light of the 

vision of the individual, society, and education inherent in the democratic ideal.  

3. Thus, they had all the three necessary elements: the overall framework of values and future 

direction, current issues and problems of the education system, and public opinion.  

4. The SECR makes sense of the latter two in the light of the earlier. And it rigorously works out 

the aims of education, pedagogy and content to achieve those aims.  

5. The logical rigor is very clear in working our aims from the democratic values and pedagogy 

from the aims. It is somewhat loose in working out the content. But the direction is clear. 

 

Zakir Hussain’s Basic National Education (BNE) report: 

1. Another useful document in this regard is the BNE. The logical flow in this document may be 

somewhat amiss at one or two places in the beginning.  

2. But the rigorous derivation of educational aims from the vision of society, curricular 

objectives from the aims, and content from the objectives are starkly clear.  

3. These are coherent and rigorous documents because they place the values and principles of 

democracy and a morally, aesthetically and intellectually rich individual life at the starting 

point and try to resolve current economic problems in alignment with them. The current 

policy reverses the order.  

4. It is not that the content from these documents should be borrowed; rather, that the 

approach they take has much to teach. It is rigorous, rational, and very sound. 

 

Conclusion: 

It is time to again place the democratic ideal at the centre of our education. Not as an object of lip 

service or reverence, but as the source of a framework of values and principles to judge and justify 

all other aspects.  

Let us remember that opinions without supporting arguments are nothing more than assertions.  

And one citizen’s assertions are only as good as another’s. This leaves the conclusion of the debate 

to the most powerful.  
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The only way to wrest the judgment from the hands of the powerful is to have the curricular 

debates rooted in democratic values. 

 

15.Crafting a unique partnership with Africa 

                                

Introduction: 

1. India has a long history of partnership with Africa, with solidarity and political affinity going 

back to the early 1920s when both regions were fighting against colonial rule and oppression.  

2. India’s freedom movement had an internationalist outlook; many Indian nationalists viewed 

the struggle for independence as part of the worldwide movement against imperialism.  

3. After India gained independence, it became a leading voice in support of African 

decolonisation at the United Nations.  

4. Independent India, though extremely poor after two centuries of colonial exploitation, 

strived to share its limited resources with African countries under the banner of South-South 

cooperation.  

5. In 1964, India launched the Indian Technical and Economic Cooperation (ITEC) programme 

to provide technical assistance through human resource development to other developing 

countries, with African countries the greatest beneficiaries of it and the Special 

Commonwealth African Assistance Programme (SCAAP). 
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India’s engagement with the African continent: 

1. A historical solidarity is today a modern partnership. Critical to its foreign policy matrix, 

India’s engagement with the African continent has been multifaceted, with projects 

implemented under Indian lines of credit, capacity-building initiatives, and cooperation in a 

range of sectors.  

2. As an importer of fruits, nuts, grains and pulses from the continent, Indian congruence with 

African countries in the agriculture sector is expanding.  

3. With 65% of the world’s uncultivated arable land, employing over 60% of the workforce, 

and accounting for almost 20% of Sub-Saharan Africa’s GDP, agriculture is critical to Africa’s 

economy.  

4. The African Continental Free Trade Area agreement is expected to improve cost 

competitiveness by removing tariffs.  

5. As this relationship enters the post-pandemic world, it is vital to prioritise and channel 

resources into augmenting partnership in agriculture.  

6. This is crucial given its unexplored potential, centrality to global food security, business 

prospects and to provide credible alternatives to the increasing involvement of Chinese 

stakeholders in the sector. 

 

India-Africa continent: Economic Relations: 

1. India is currently Africa’s fourth-largest trading partner, and Africa’s third-largest export 

destination.  

2. Indian government initiatives like Focus Africa (2002), TEAM-9 (2004), Duty-Free Tariff 

Preference Scheme for Least Developed Countries (2008), and the institution of the India 

Africa Forum Summit (held in 2008, 2011, 2015), have succeeded in lifting bilateral trade and 

investment flows to new heights. 

3. After South Asia, Africa is the second-largest recipient of Indian overseas assistance with 

Lines of Credit (LOC) worth nearly $10 billion (42 per cent of the total) spread over 100 

projects in 41 countries. 

4. It is an economic cooperation agreement between India and Japan which envisages closer 

engagement between Asia and Africa for “sustainable and innovative development” and will 

be anchored by these pillars. 

 

Analysing Chinese engagement: 
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1. Evaluating the approaches that Chinese corporations, small and medium-sized enterprises 

and entrepreneurs adopt has provided a layered perspective of the socio-political, economic 

and environmental impact of Chinese engagement. 

2. Today, China is among Africa’s largest trading partners. It is also Africa’s single biggest 

creditor.  

3. Its corporations dominate the region’s infrastructure market and are now entering the agri-

infra sector.  

4. Increasingly critical to China’s global aspirations, its engagement in African agriculture is 

taking on a strategic quality.  

5. Therefore, dismissing China’s engagement in African agriculture as inconsequential for India 

would be unwise. 

 

Chinese Engagements in Africa: 

1. Many Chinese entities have been active in Africa’s agricultural landscape for decades now, 

the nature, form and actors involved have undergone substantial change.  

2. In Zambia, Chinese firms are introducing agri-tech to combat traditional challenges, such as 

using drone technology to control the fall armyworm infestation.  

3. They have set up over 20 Agricultural Technology Demonstration Centers (ATDCS) in the 

continent where Chinese agronomists work on developing new crop varieties and increasing 

crop yields.  

4. These ATDCs partner with local universities, conduct workshops and classes for officials and 

provide training and lease equipment to small holder farmers.  

5. Chinese companies with no prior experience in agriculture are setting out to build futuristic 

ecological parks while others are purchasing large-scale commercial farms.  

6. Furthermore, African agriculture experts, officials and farmers are provided opportunities to 

augment skills and be trained in China. 

 

Takeaways for India: 

India-Africa agricultural cooperation currently includes institutional and individual capacity-

building initiatives such as the India-Africa Institute of Agriculture and Rural development in 

Malawi, extension of soft loans, supply of machinery, acquisition of farmlands and the presence of 

Indian entrepreneurs in the African agricultural ecosystem.  

Indian farmers have purchased over 6,00,000 hectares of land for commercial farming in Africa.  
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Sub-national actors are providing another model of cooperation in agriculture.  

 

How Africa engagement will help India: 

1. Strengthening the India-South Africa partnership is vital in the context of Africa’s 

development, especially to provide a viable alternative to the China model. 

2. The fast-growing and fast prospering population of Africa will present itself as a major 

opportunity for the rest of the world.  

3. India has historic ties with several countries of the continent, such as the nearly 1.5 million 

people of Indian origin in South Africa, which would help India make good on that 

opportunity. 

4. Their problems and aspirations put India and a variety of African countries on the same side 

of multinational attempts to tackle global challenges such as climate change, keeping trade 

open and avoiding big power domination. 

5. India and South Africa give these efforts an institutional framework through forums such as 

the G20, the Indian Ocean Rim Association, BRICS and IBSA.  

6. Robust maritime security in the Indian Ocean is not of just bilateral significance. 

7. The defence relationship, with a focus on joint production as well as maritime security, is 

also going to be a priority in the future. 

 

Case study: state governments identify opportunities and invest directly in Africa: 

Consider the case of the Kerala government trying to meet its steep requirement for raw cashew 

nuts amounting to 8 lakh tonnes a year with imports from countries in Africa to complement its 

production capacity currently limited to 0.83 lakh tonnes.  

1. There are also proposals to create a jointly-owned brand of Africa-Kollam cashews.  

2. Similar ideas could encourage State governments and civil society organisations to identify 

opportunities and invest directly. 

3. There is also promise in incentivising Indian industries to tap into African agri-business value 

chains and connecting Indian technology firms and startups with partners in Africa.  

4. The transformative power of innovative and disruptive technology has been evident in the 

African agri-tech sector as the startup ecosystem in the continent enjoyed a 110% growth 

between 2016 and 2018.  
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5. In the past year, despite the pandemic, the sector witnessed a record increase in 

investments. 

6. A thorough impact assessment needs to be conducted of the existing capacity-building 

initiatives in agriculture for India to stand in good stead.  

7. This could include detailed surveys of participants who have returned to their home 

countries.  

8. Country-specific and localised curriculum can be drawn up, making skill development 

demand-led. 

9. While India’s Africa strategy exists independently, it is important to be cognisant of China’s 

increasing footprint in the region.  

Conclusion: 

India has an intrinsic interest in helping Africa achieve progress. The spirit of “developing together 

as equals” defines this bilateral partnership.  

A resurging Africa and a rising India can give a strong impetus to South-South Cooperation, 

especially when it comes to addressing challenges in areas like clean technology, climate-resilient 

agriculture, maritime security, connectivity, and Blue economy. 

China’s model, if successful here, could be heralded as a replica for the larger global south. 

It is important to note, however, that prominent African voices have emphasised that their own 

agency is often overlooked in global discourse on the subject.  

In that sense India has consistently chosen well to underline the development partnership to be in 

line with African priorities.  

It is pertinent, therefore, that we collectively craft a unique modern partnership with Africa. 

 

16.India must directly engage with Taliban 2.0 
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Context: 

With the withdrawal of the United States from Afghanistan in process, Indian government has 

decided to ramp down its civilian presence in the war-torn country, bracing for a full-blown civil 

war.  

India has ‘temporarily’ closed its consulate in Kandahar and evacuated its diplomats and Indo-

Tibetan Border Police (ITBP) personnel stationed there.  

This follows the decision to suspend operations in the Indian consulates in Jalalabad and Herat.  

As a result, India today is left with its Embassy in Kabul and the consulate in Mazar-e-Sharif. 

 

India’s developmental works in Afghanistan: 

1. India built vital roads, dams, electricity transmission lines and substations, schools and 

hospitals, etc.  

2. The 2011 India-Afghanistan Strategic Partnership Agreement recommitted Indian assistance 

to help rebuild Afghanistan’s infrastructure and institutions, education and technical 

assistance for capacity-building in many areas, encourage investment in Afghanistan and 

provide duty-free access to the Indian market. Bilateral trade is now worth $1 billion. 

3. India’s development assistance is now estimated to be worth well over $3 billion. And unlike 

in other countries where India’s infrastructure projects have barely got off the ground or are 

mired in the host nation’s politics, it has delivered in Afghanistan. 

4. Last year, India pledged $1 million for another Aga Khan heritage project, the restoration of 

the Bala Hissar Fort south of Kabul, whose origins go back to the 6th century.  

5. Bala Hissar went on to become a significant Mughal fort, parts of it were rebuilt by Jahangir, 

and it was used as a residence by Shah Jahan. 

 

Bilateral trade relations between India-Afghanistan: 

1. Despite the denial of an overland route by Pakistan, India-Afghanistan trade has grown with 

the establishment in 2017 of an air freight corridors.  

2. In 2019-20, bilateral trade crossed $1.3 billion, Afghan government officials said at a recent 

interaction with Indian exporters in Mumbai.  

3. The balance of trade is heavily tilted exports from India are worth approximately $900 

million, while Afghanistan’s exports to India are about $500 million. 
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4. Afghan exports are mainly fresh and dried fruit. Some of this comes overland through the 

Wagah border, Pakistan has permitted Afghan trade with India through its territory.  

5. Indian exports to Afghanistan take place mainly through government-to-government 

contracts with Indian companies.  

6. Exports include pharmaceuticals, medical equipment, computers and related materials, 

cement, and sugar. 

7. Two air corridors — Kabul-Delhi and Herat-Delhi — are in operation now. Trade through 

Chabahar started in 2017 but is restricted by the absence of connectivity from the port to 

the Afghan border. Trade volumes are minuscule. 

 

India-Taliban attempts for talk: 

1. India’s tentative and belated attempts to reach out to the Taliban have not yielded the 

desired results.  

2. India’s decision to pull out Indian nationals from its diplomatic outpost in Kandahar indicated 

it had failed to get from the Taliban, either directly or through interlocutors, even the 

minimum assurance of safety for its personnel at the consulate.  

3. It is debatable if India should be making the effort to make contact at all with such a group, 

or, alternatively, if it should have done so earlier, at the time when the Trump administration 

launched serious efforts at negotiations with the group, back in 2017.  

4. But then, India appeared to believe that the Americans would never leave, and was also 

misled by the Blinken plan that urged a regional consensus in Afghanistan under the 

auspices of the United Nations. But all this is academic now.  

 

Need to Reset Afghanistan policy: 

1. India’s Afghan policy is at a major crossroads; to safeguard its civilian assets there as well as 

to stay relevant in the unfolding ‘great game’ in and around Afghanistan, India must 

fundamentally reset its Afghanistan policy. 

2. India must, in its own national interest, begin ‘open talks’ with the Taliban before it is too 

late. The time for hesitant, half-embarrassed backchannel parleys is over.  

3. Author suggested that, it is time to ‘openly’ talk to the Taliban, however, it does not mean 

according recognition to the Taliban.  

4. It is only one of the parties in Afghanistan, it is neither the Afghan government, nor a part of 

it. Not yet.  
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5. But with over a third of Afghanistan’s more than 400 districts under Taliban control, the talk-

to-the-Taliban-option is indeed the best of the many less than perfect options available to 

India. 

6. If India is not proactive in Afghanistan at least now, late as it is, Russia, Iran, Pakistan and 

China will emerge as the shapers of Afghanistan’s political and geopolitical destiny, which 

for sure will be detrimental to Indian interests there. 

 

Way Ahead: 

1. Open dialogue with the Taliban should no longer be a taboo; it is a strategic necessity. 

Therefore, our outreach must now be direct and unambiguous.  

2. Perhaps most importantly, opening up the congested north-western frontier is key to 

bringing India’s continental grand strategy on an even keel, a process India has already 

started.  

3. Backchannel talks with Pakistan and a consequent ceasefire on the Line of Control, political 

dialogue with the mainstream Kashmiri leadership, secret parleys with Taliban all indicate 

that India is opening up its congested north-western frontier.  

4. Proactive engagement of the Taliban will provide this effort with more strategic heft. 

 

Conclusion: 

As the Russian deputy envoy to Delhi has been quoted as saying, the Taliban are the current reality 

of Afghanistan, and it is for India to decide what role it wants to play. 

Much hope is being set on the Doha talks between the Taliban and representatives of the Afghan 

government.  

But even on the outside chance that these “intra-Afghan” talks might lead to a political resolution, 

the Taliban, with their military ascendancy, are likely to call the shots in a future dispensation.  

As author mentioned it is time for India to engage the Taliban to secure its interests.  

India also needs to reassess its policy choices in close coordination with Russia and Iran, constantly 

reminding them that complete surrender to the Taliban’s demands will be detrimental to their own 

security. 
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17.Shaping a trilateral as Rome looks to the Indo-Pacific 

 

              

 

Introduction: 

One of the signs of India’s growing centrality in the Indo-Pacific strategic architecture is its 

burgeoning engagement with key western nations.  

Even countries which have been lackadaisical in their regional outreach so far have begun to 

approach the Indo-Pacific with a new seriousness and have been reaching out to India. 

The growth of India’s weight in Indo-Pacific affairs comes at a time when it is becoming clearer that 

complex regional geopolitical problems cannot be addressed adequately by rigid and structured 

traditional alliance frameworks.  

This aspect is even more evident in the context of the Indo-Pacific, where the geographical 

vastness of the area and the criticality of the challenges posed by China’s assertive initiatives clash 

with a region lacking multilateral organisations capable of solving problems effectively. 

 

Italy’s outreach to enter the Indo-Pacific: 

Recently, Italy has also begun to signal its intention to enter the Indo-Pacific geography.  

1. It has done so by seeking to join India and Japan in a trilateral partnership.  
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2. This initiative comes after years of Italy’s relative absence from the geopolitical affairs of the 

region as it sought to concentrate more on the Atlantic and European dimensions while 

maintaining good, albeit well below potential, bilateral relations with India. 

3. At the same time, Italy has become more vocal on the risks emanating from China’s strategic 

competitive initiatives.  

4. Recently, Italy described Chinese competitive practices as “unfair” and invited the European 

Union (EU) to be franker and more courageous in confronting China on its violations of 

human rights, reiterating that with respect to China “the reciprocal visions of the world are 

very different”. 

5. Therefore, countries that share similar values and face similar challenges are coming 

together to create purpose-oriented partnerships.  

6. In doing so, they are making it possible for participating nations to address specific common 

challenges, from maritime security to a coordinated pandemic response, including 

consolidating and further developing strong reciprocal trade relationships, without 

compromising the political autonomy of each participant. 

 

India-EU talks for preserving peace and stability in the Indo-Pacific: 

1. Recently, a virtual India-EU leaders meeting was held between Indian Prime Minister and 27 

EU leaders.  

2. Due to changing geo-political circumstances Europe is changing its perception of India, 

which can be reflected in this virtual meet also. 

3. From Indian perspective, collaboration with the EU can promote peace, create jobs, boost 

economic growth and enhance sustainable development.  

4. On the Indian side, there is great interest in forging new partnerships with like-minded 

countries interested in preserving peace and stability in the Indo-Pacific.  

5. During a recent India-Italy-Japan trilateral, organised by the Italian embassies in India and 

Japan, Ministry of External Affairs reiterated that the responsibility of keeping the Indo-

Pacific free and open, and working for the welfare of its inhabitants falls on like-minded 

countries within and beyond the region. 

6. Therefore, the EU and India appear to be natural partners and they need to leverage existing 

opportunities. 
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Need for a clear strategy: 

With the expression of interest on the Italian side, the first step towards this trilateral has been 

taken, yet it needs to evolve into something more significant.  

The Italian government must formulate a clear Indo-Pacific strategy that must indicate its 

objectives and, above all, the means and initiatives it is willing to implement on its own and in 

cooperation with its partners.  

Italy’s tendency to privilege diplomatic action through the mechanisms of the EU can be a resource 

for consolidating the EU-India strategic relationship.  

But Italy must go beyond that in defining and implementing, at the margins of the EU’s common 

initiatives, its own policy with respect to the Indo-Pacific. 

 

Trilateral cooperation is key: 

1. The India, Italy and Japan trilateral initiative can, and should, be a forum to foster and 

consolidate a strategic relationship between these three countries, and specifically expand 

India-Italy bilateral relations.  

2. As it stands, relations between Italy and Japan are historically strong, and those between 

India and Japan are a strategic pillar of the free and open Indo-Pacific.  

3. A trilateral cooperation can be the right forum for India and Italy to learn more from each 

other’s practices and interests and consolidate a strategic dialogue that should include the 

economic, the security and the political dimensions.  

4. The next G20 leaders’ summit in Italy, in October, before the presidency handover to India 

in 2023, should be the right opportunity for further trilateral coordination on economic and 

political issues at an institutional level.  

5. To consolidate the trilateral cooperation in this field, the three countries need to define a 

common economic and strategic agenda. 

 

Way Forward: 

A strategic trilateral between India, Italy and Japan has, in the medium to long term, a lot of 

potential.  

Their compatible economic systems can create a virtuous and mutually beneficial contribution to 

the reorganisation of the global supply chains that is now being reviewed by many players as a 

natural result of the Chinese mismanagement of the COVID-19 pandemic.  
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At the security level, the well-defined India-Japan Indo-Pacific partnership can easily be 

complemented by Italy, already present in the western Indian Ocean where it is engaged in anti-

piracy operations off the coast of Somalia.  

 

Conclusion: 

At the multilateral level, the three countries share the same values and the same rules-based 

world view.  

Despite these fundamental convergences, the risk inherent in missing this opportunity also exists.  

For this reason, a clear political will is needed from all sides, and Italy, in particular, should 

recognise its interests in playing a larger role towards the maintenance of a free and open Indo-

Pacific.  

Robust India-Italy strategic ties can be the first step towards the realisation of this goal. 
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GENERAL STUDIES III 
 

1.Growth matters but income levels matter more 

 

                                  

 

Introduction: 

The provisional estimates of annual national income (2020-21), released on May 31 by the 

National Statistical Office, did not have any surprises, but for one, that is, there is nothing 

encouraging in the numbers. 

India's Gross Domestic Product (GDP) contracted 7.3% in 2020-21, as per provisional National 

Income estimates released by the National Statistical Office, marginally better than the 8% 

contraction in the economy projected earlier. 

 

Gross Domestic Product (GDP) contracted reasons: 

The contraction in trade (-18.2%), construction (-8.6%), mining (-8.5%) and manufacturing (-7.2%) is 

a matter of concern as these sectors account for the bulk of low-skilled jobs.  

The magnitude of contraction in the economy and the policy responses towards it raises an 

important issue, that is, the question of growth prospects for the next year. 

The agriculture sector continued its impressive growth performance, reiterating that it still 

remains as the vital sector of the economy, especially at times of crisis.  

The manufacturing sector continued its subdued growth performance, failing to emerge as the 

growth driver, with production interruptions due to localised lockdowns to be blamed.  
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Rising unemployment rate: 

1. Contextualising the current growth rates in terms of some other macroeconomic data would 

provide us a better perspective on growth recovery.  

2. The unemployment data released by the Centre for Monitoring Indian Economy (CMIE) 

which says, In May 2021, India’s labour participation rate at 40 per cent was the same as it 

was in April 2021.  

3. The unemployment rate shot up to 11.9 per cent from 8 per cent in April.  

4. A stable labour participation rate combined with a higher unemployment rate implies a loss 

of jobs and a fall in the employment rate.  

5. According to CMIE, over 15 million jobs were lost in May 2021, higher than the 12.3 million 

in November 2016, the month of demonetisation. May 2021 was also the fourth consecutive 

month of a fall in employment.  

6. The more worrying fact is that the cumulative fall in employment since January 2021 is 25.3 

million of which 22.7 million were in the first quarter of FY 2021-2022, that is, during April 

and May.  

7. This shows that the second wave of the pandemic has already dented economic activities, 

postponing recovery further.  

8. The job losses also bring out the high informality and vulnerability of labour in India as of 

the total jobs lost during April-May, 17.2 million were of daily wage earners. 

9. We also know that aggregate demand and output growth have a positive correlation.  

10. Hence, the prospects of growth revival in the next year look bleak at the moment and from 

this perspective, it is worrying that in just April and May 2021, India lost 25 million non-farm 

jobs. 

 

Low business confidence: 

1. Business confidence index (BCI), from the survey by the industry body FICCI, plummeted to 

51.5 from 74.2 in the previous round.  

2. The survey also highlights the weak demand conditions in the economy. It says, “With 

household income being severely impacted and past savings being already drawn on during 

the first wave of infections, demand conditions can be expected to remain weak for longer.”  

3. Compounding this is the uncertainty arising out of the imposition of localised curbs due to 

the second wave of infections and a muddled vaccine policy in the country. 
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4. Manufacturing Purchasing Managers’ Index (PMI) also throws some light on the shape of 

things to come.  

5. PMI has slipped to a 10-month low indicating that the manufacturing sector is showing signs 

of strain with growth projections being revised lower.  

6. Both BCI and PMI slipping down indicates that the overall optimism towards 2021-22 is low, 

which could impact investments and cause further job losses. 

 

Demand recovery must be done for Growth recovery: 

1. Growth recovery depends on demand recovery. External demand looks robust as India’s 

exports touched $32 billion in May 2021, 67% higher than in May 2020 and 8% more than in 

May 2019.  

2. The combined increase in exports of April and May 2021 is over 12% indicating that global 

demand rebound is much faster than the domestic demand.  

3. Stimulus programmes and a sharp decline in COVID-19 infections seem to be aiding these 

economies. What needs to be addressed immediately is the crisis of low domestic demand. 

4. Since last year, the policy responses have been to rely on credit easing, focusing more on 

supply side measures, with more and more guarantees by the government to improve flow 

of credit to important sectors.  

5. There has been less direct action by the government to support the vulnerable to alleviate 

their hardships.  

6. There were some sector-specific measures to alleviate distress in certain sectors, which were 

timely.  

 

However, some sector specific policy stance is unlikely to prop up growth for three reasons: 

1. First, the bulk of the policy measures, including the most recent, are supply side measures 

and not on the demand side.  

a. In times of financial anxiety, what is needed is direct state spending for a quick 

demand boost.  

2. Second, large parts of all the stimulus packages announced till now would work only in the 

medium term.  

a. These include policies related to the external sector, infrastructure and 

manufacturing sector.  
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b. In fact, some of the policies towards agriculture, such as productivity enhancement 

through the introduction of new varieties, will only work over years.  

3. Third, the use of credit backstops as the main plank of policy has limits compared to any 

direct measure on the demand side as this could result in poor growth performance if 

private investments do not pick up.  

a. Further, the credit easing approach would take a longer time to multiply incomes as 

lending involves a lender’s discretion and borrower’s obligation.  

b. Interestingly, a tight-fisted fiscal policy approach comes at a time when conventional 

fiscal stimulus packages might not be enough as supply side issues arising out of 

episodic lockdowns need to be addressed simultaneously. 

 

Public spending is the key: 

1. Right now, raising public spending is the only game in town left to the policymaker serious 

about bringing on a recovery.  

2. If we are to have it, though, we should accept a higher than budgeted deficit.  

3. The objective is to revive the economy, public spending is the instrument and the funding 

must be found. It need not involve money creation.  

4. India’s public debt is low by comparison with the OECD countries, and debt financing 

remains an option.  

5. Even if money financing is adopted, it need not cause accelerating inflation as some predict. 

Experience in India suggests otherwise.  

6. However, studies do show that any economic expansion would be inflationary if the 

production of food does not respond adequately.  

7. How the expansion is financed is less relevant for inflation at least in the near term. In any 

serious attempt at economic recovery, the focus must be on the food supply and not the 

money supply. 

 

Conclusion: 

The private corporate sector estimates of industries are based on other indicators like IIP, GST, etc. 

This may have implications on subsequent revision of these estimates 

What is required now is a sharp revival in overall demand. Focusing on short-term magnified 

growth rates resting on low bases might be erroneous, as income levels matter more than growth 

rates at this juncture.  
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Focusing on growth rates has its merits in the long term as achieving higher income levels require 

sustained growth for longer periods.  

 

2.What Indian MSMEs need 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Introduction: 

A major problem MSMEs in India face is their very definition.  

More than 95% are not legally identifiable as SMEs and that prevents proper allocation of 

institutional support.  

Since MSMEs are not registered separately under statutes such as the Companies Act, there is no 

mechanism to distinguish them from other corporate entities. This fails to acknowledge the 

heterogeneity among enterprises. 

With Atmanirbhar Bharat, the Centre has taken several steps redefining MSMEs, credit access, 

subordinate debt, preference in government tenders towards ‘energising the MSME sector’.  

It has also launched the MSME Udyam portal for registration, though this is not mandatory. 

Information asymmetry on government schemes and incentives on registration must be addressed.  

 

MSME sector in India: 
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1. The Covid-19 pandemic has left its impact on all sectors of the economy but nowhere is the 

hurt as much as the Medium, Small and Micro Enterprises (MSMEs) of India.  

2. MSMEs, which make up for about 45 per cent of the country’s total manufacturing output, 

40 per cent of exports, almost 30 per cent of the national GDP are stressed due to depleting 

internal reserves and low visibility of demand for next six months at least. 

3. It is the second largest employment generating sector after agriculture. It provides 

employment to around 120 million persons in India. 

4. With around 36.1 million units throughout the geographical expanse of the country, MSMEs 

contribute around 6.11% of the manufacturing GDP and 24.63% of the GDP from service 

activities. 

5. MSME ministry has set a target to up its contribution to GDP to 50% by 2025 as India 

becomes a $5 trillion economy. 

 

Issues and challenges in MSMEs: 

1. A recently conducted survey finds that production in SMEs has fallen from an average of 

75% to 13%.  

2. With 110 million employed by Indian SMEs, it is crucial to ensure adequate institutional 

support, failing which we might see an even larger impact on livelihoods.  

3. SMEs also account for a third of India’s GDP, 45% of manufacturing output and 48% of 

exports and hence are crucial to manufacturing and export competitiveness. 

4. With SMEs’ operational challenges exacerbated by Covid-19, it is all the more important to 

focus on this sector.  

5. SMEs will be vital in absorbing a significant proportion of the 600 million entrants to the 

labour market in EMEs by 2030.  

6. With a large proportion of these entrants bound to be from India, it is imperative that the 

Union and state governments ensure financial and institutional support for SMEs. 

 

7. In terms of location, SMEs are relatively evenly distributed in comparison to larger 

organisations.  

8. Rural areas account for 45%, while the remaining are in urban areas. Hence, SMEs are well-

poised to address poverty in both the cities and villages.  

9. Although the proportion of urban poverty has declined over the years, it has increased in 

absolute terms.  
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10. In 2018, Kolkata, Delhi, and Mumbai had anywhere between 42-55% of their population 

living in slums. This number is certain to have increased in the pandemic.  

 

Model that can learned from other economies: 

1. By providing employment and income, SMEs can raise income, living standards and 

consumer spending. 

2. SMEs can aiding the atmanirbharta vision, especially in the manufacturing sector.  

3. This pattern is observed in countries with strong manufacturing sectors such as Germany 

and China.  

4. China’s pattern is more relevant to India due to a similarity in size and population as well as 

its recency.  

5. SMEs make up over 99% of all enterprises in China today, with an output value of at least 

60% of its GDP; they generate more than 82% of employment opportunities.  

6. As per China’s national economic census, manufacturing SMEs accounted for nearly 53% of 

its total incorporated SMEs and 65% of the total employment in SMEs.  

7. With global manufacturing moving out of China, our SMEs can play a key role in sustaining 

the manufacturing that is shifted to India. 

 

Some other gaps remain, needing urgent attention: 

1. A primary one is the regulatory framework for SMEs that prevents a growth-oriented 

mindset. 

2. The concessions awarded to SMEs in terms of tax-breaks and low interest rates must be 

extended beyond what is currently provided if they are to target higher growth rate. 

3. Credit access to SMEs as well as the mechanism to seek payment from buyers needs 

bettering to ensure financially viable. 

4. The present redressal system on recovery of payments, particularly from organisations with 

influence such as PSUs, may discourage SMEs from pursuing formal action against defaulters. 

5. SMEs may find it difficult to choose grievance redressal over building business relationships 

with large buyers who may falter on timely payments. 

6. Priority ought to be given to scaling up economies with state support as the gains from such 

support in generating employment and overall economic prosperity outweigh the economic 

costs. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/


www.insightsonindia.com 84 INSIGHTS IAS 

  
 
www.insightsonindia.com                          INSIGHTS IAS                                 support@insightsias.com 
  

 

 

Factors led to the growth of MSME: 

1. Increasing internet penetration, customer’s familiarization with digital payments fuelled by 

B2C ecommerce players facilitate MSME sector growth. 

2. Tie-ups with new-age non-banking finance (FinTech) companies allowed access to timely 

collateral free finance to MSMEs. 

3. It provides opportunity for budding entrepreneurs to build creative products boosting 

business competition and fuels growth. 

4. Small industries and retail businesses in tier-II and tier-III cities create opportunities for 

people to use banking services and products. 

5. Campaigns like Skill India, Startup India, Digital India and Make in India aim to provide MSME 

players with a level playing field and a definitive push towards enhanced productivity. 

6. Younger generation shifting from agriculture towards entrepreneurial activities creating job 

prospects for others. 

 

Conclusion: 

Thus, Indian MSME sector is the backbone of the national economic structure and acts as a 

bulwark for Indian economy, providing resilience to ward off global economic shocks and 

adversities. 

Given the important role played by the sector in the economy, issues faced by it must be addressed 

on an urgent basis to revive the economy battered by the pandemic. 

Apart from the fiscal stimulus, the sector requires a political-economy approach that prioritizes 

MSME interests. 

India needs to ease the regulatory burden of small units and aid their survival through fiscal 

support. Above all, they need a level-playing field vis-à-vis big businesses. 
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3.Will food follow fuel and become costlier? 

 

           

 

Context: 

Brent crude prices crossed the $75-per-barrel psychological level last week and closed at $76.18, 

the highest since October 29, 2018.  

While the increase in international oil prices, Brent was trading at just over $41/barrel a year ago is 

being fully passed on to Indian consumers, it raises a related question: Will food follow fuel? 

 

Trends: India and world 

In the above figure, it shows global prices of major agricultural commodities, too, now ruling way 

above than their levels a year ago.  

1. The UN Food and Agriculture Organization’s (FAO) world food price index (FPI) touched 

127.1 points in May, its highest value since September 2011. 

 

2. But unlike fuel, the increase in global food prices is not getting reflected in what consumers 

in India are paying.  
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3. Annual consumer food price index (CFPI) inflation in India, at 5% in May, was far lower than 

the 39.7% year-on-year rise in the FAO-FPI for the same month (see image above).  

4. While the CFPI and FAO-FPI inflation rates moved more or less in tandem till about February 

2020, the period thereafter has seen a marked divergence.  

5. Global food inflation crashed after March 2020 when the novel coronavirus pandemic 

struck.  

6. Retail food inflation in India, on the other hand, hovered around double-digits till 

November. It eased after that, by which time, however, the recovery in global food prices 

was gaining momentum. 

 

What explains the above divergent trends?  

1. For that, one needs to first understand the drivers of both global and domestic inflation. 

2. The spike in international food prices from September-October has been due to demand 

returning with economies unlocking, even as restoration of supply chains is taking time.  

3. This has been further aided by Chinese stockpiling (for building strategic reserves, as well as 

in anticipation of fresh corona outbreaks) and dry weather-induced production shortfalls in 

Brazil, Argentina, Ukraine, Thailand and even the US. 

4. India, by contrast, has had good monsoons in 2019 and 2020, making it the only agricultural 

powerhouse, apart from Australia and Canada, not to have faced serious weather-related 

issues.  

5. Not surprisingly, food inflation started falling from December with a bumper post-monsoon 

kharif crop being harvested and arriving in the markets. 

6. Table 2 gives a more detailed break-up of domestic retail food prices. These have gone up 

largely in edible oils and pulses, which are agri-commodities that India significantly imports.  

7. The country imports 13-15 million tonnes (mt) of edible oils every year and produces just 7.5-

8.5 mt. In pulses, domestic output has risen from 15-16 mt to 22-23 mt in the last five years.  

8. Although imports have also halved to 2.5-3 mt, they still exert considerable influence on 

domestic prices.  

 

Food inflation in India: 

Food inflation in India has remained stubborn in recent years.  
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A number of proximate factors such as increasing demand particularly arising from higher rural 

wages, rising agricultural cost of production, changing consumption pattern favouring protein 

items, increases in minimum support prices (MSPs) and droughts in certain years are believed to 

have led to higher food inflation. 

Minimum Support Prices (MSP) are also found to be important drivers of food inflation in India.  

The rate of increase in minimum support prices has a significant impact on next year’s Wholesale 

Price Index (WPI) inflation.  

The extent of the impact is highest in the case of pulses and sugar followed by rice and wheat. 

 

Domestic production in food items inflation lower than Import food items: 

1. In the case of edible oils and pulses, there has been an automatic transmission of prices 

from the international to the domestic markets, similar to that in fuel.  

2. But the same hasn’t happened for cereals, sugar, milk and staple vegetables.  

3. The relatively low domestic inflation in food items other than edible oils and pulses is 

attributable to two main factors.  

4. The first is, of course, the munificent monsoons that have ensured no supply-side shortages 

in most crops that are predominantly produced within the country.  

5. The second factor has to do with the collapse of demand from successive Covid-triggered 

lockdowns.  

6. With hotels, eateries, sweetmeat shops, hostels and canteens shut or operating at low 

capacity, besides no wedding receptions and other public functions, food demand has been 

confined mostly to households.  

7. Even that has been impacted by many households experiencing job and income losses from 

contraction in overall economic activity. 

 

What next: key factors for Food inflation in India: 

Food inflation in India in the coming months is likely to be influenced by following determinants.  

The first one is international prices, which, as already noted, matters for edible oil and pulses.  

1. It’s not clear if the current surge is a result of temporary supply-side disruptions or the 

harbinger of a larger “commodity super-cycle” of the kind witnessed during 2007-2013.  

2. Table 1 shows that the recent peak in global prices of most agri-commodities was reached in 

May. The fall since then is especially noticeable in edible oils, which have been truly on fire. 
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The second, probably more important, determinant is the monsoon’s progress.  

1. While the country received 74% surplus rainfall in May, the southwest monsoon season 

(June-September) itself has recorded 18% above-average precipitation so far.  

2. That should encourage plantings by farmers and, moreover, expand acreages under oilseeds 

and pulses.  

3. Since production is a function of both area and yields, a great deal also rests on the rains 

during July-August when the kharif crops are in the vegetative growth stage.  

4. A third successive good monsoon should effectively put a lid on food inflation. 

The third determinant is the extent of fuel cost increases being pass-through to consumers.  

1. The scope for it is, perhaps, limited in today’s demand-constrained environment.  

2. For Example, take milk, where dairies incur costs for its transport, first from the village 

collection centres to the processing plants in mini-trucks of 2,000-3,000-litre capacity.  

3. The pasteurised and packed milk is further dispatched from the plants to the markets in 

bigger 10,000-15,000 litre tankers.  

4. Most dairies haven’t raised their pouch milk rates, despite diesel prices soaring Rs 15-16/litre 

in the last one year alone.  

5. What many have done, instead, is slash the prices paid to farmers. Procurement prices of 

milk containing 3.5% fat and 8.5% solids-not-fat in Maharashtra have come down from Rs 31-

32 per litre in February-March (pre-second wave) to Rs 21-25 now.  

Thus, the fuel cost pass-through has taken place not by revised upwards the prices paid by 

consumers, but by lowering the prices paid to producers. 

In the event of a general growth and demand revival, one does not know when that will happen 

there is likelihood of processors, transporters and even farmers passing on the increase in fuel costs 

to consumers. 

 

Conclusion: 

The annual rise in the CFPI averaged just 3.3% during June 2014 to May 2019. The same inflation 

has averaged 7.4% in its second term from June 2019 to May 2021. 

The protests against its farm laws have forced the government to hike minimum support prices as 

well as procure record quantities of wheat and paddy.  

Moreover, rise in prices of key inputs, minimum support prices and fiscal deficits have also 

impacted the prices of various commodities.  
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Agricultural wage inflation is found to be a universal driver of food commodities inflation, as well 

as the aggregate food inflation. The contribution of agricultural wages has increased significantly in 

the post-NREGA era. 

 

4.Money changer: On need for an official digital currency 

 

                 

 

Context: 

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) recently said that it has been working towards a phased 

implementation strategy central bank digital currency (CBDC).  

While the move has been welcomed by industry stakeholders, a few statements made by RBI have 

stoked concerns regarding the future of virtual currencies (VCs) such as bitcoin, ether and dogecoin. 

RBI is currently working towards a phased implementation strategy and examining use cases which 

could be implemented with little or no disruption. 

CDBCs are digital currencies issued by a central bank, and generally take on a digital form of the 

nation’s existing fiat currency such as the rupee. 

 

Viability of Digital Currency: 
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In contrast to India’s continued ambiguity over the legality of cryptocurrencies, its stance on 

introducing an official digital currency has been reassuringly clear and consistent over time.  

And, four years after an inter-ministerial committee recommended that India launch fiat money in 

digital form, the Reserve Bank of India has indicated that pilot projects to figure out its viability are 

likely to be launched soon.  

The clarity is welcome, given that the much-awaited Cryptocurrency and Regulation of Official 

Digital Currency Bill, 2021, is yet to be introduced.  

 

Background of Digital currencies by central banks: 

The idea of “Central Bank Digital Currencies” (CBDC) is not a recent development.  

Some attribute the origins of CBDCs to Nobel laureate James Tobin2, an American economist, who 

in 1980s suggested that that Federal Reserve Banks in the United States could make available to the 

public a widely accessible ‘medium with the convenience of deposits and the safety of currency.’  

It is only in the last decade, however, that the concept of digital currency has been widely discussed 

by central banks, economists & governments. 

 

What is the need for a CBDC? 

While interest in CBDCs is near universal now, very few countries have reached even the pilot stage 

of launching their CBDCs.  

1. A 2021 BIS survey of central banks found that 86% were actively researching the potential 

for CBDCs, 60% were experimenting with the technology and 14% were deploying pilot 

projects.  

2. The adoption of CBDC has been justified for the following reasons: 

 

a. Central banks, faced with dwindling usage of paper currency, seek to popularize a 

more acceptable electronic form of currency (like Sweden); 

b. Jurisdictions with significant physical cash usage seeking to make issuance more 

efficient (like Denmark, Germany, or Japan or even the US); 

c. Central banks seek to meet the public’s need for digital currencies, manifested in the 

increasing use of private virtual currencies, and thereby avoid the more damaging 

consequences of such private currencies. 
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3. In addition, CBDCs have some clear advantages over other digital payments systems, 

payments using CBDCs are final and thus reduce settlement risk in the financial system.  

4. Imagine a UPI system where CBDC is transacted instead of bank balances, as if cash is handed 

over, the need for interbank settlement disappears.  

5. CBDCs would also potentially enable a more real-time and cost-effective globalization of 

payment systems.  

6. It is conceivable for an Indian importer to pay its American exporter on a real time basis in 

digital Dollars, without the need of an intermediary.  

7. This transaction would be final, as if cash dollars are handed over, and would not even 

require that the US Federal Reserve system is open for settlement.  

8. Time zone difference would no longer matter in currency settlements – there would be no 

‘Herstatt’ risk. 

 

Central Bank Digital Currency – Is This the Future of Money: 

1. A CBDC is the legal tender issued by a central bank in a digital form.  

2. It is the same as a fiat currency and is exchangeable one-to-one with the fiat currency. Only 

its form is different. 

3. CBDC is the same as currency issued by a central bank but takes a different form than paper 

(or polymer).  

4. It is sovereign currency in an electronic form and it would appear as liability (currency in 

circulation) on a central bank’s balance sheet.  

5. The underlying technology, form and use of a CBDC can be moulded for specific 

requirements. CBDCs should be exchangeable at par with cash. 

6. India is leading the world in terms of digital payments innovations. Its payment systems are 

available 24X7, available to both retail and wholesale customers, they are largely real-time, 

the cost of transaction is perhaps the lowest in the world. 

7. There is thus a unique scenario of increasing proliferation of digital payments in the country 

coupled with sustained interest in cash usage, especially for small value transactions.  

8. To the extent the preference for cash represents a discomfort for digital modes of payment, 

CBDC is unlikely to replace such cash usage.  

9. But preference for cash for its anonymity, for instance, can be redirected to acceptance of 

CBDC, as long as anonymity is assured. 
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10. India’s high currency to GDP ratio holds out another benefit of CBDCs. To the extent large 

cash usage can be replaced by CBDCs, the cost of printing, transporting, storing and 

distributing currency can be reduced. 

 

 

Conclusion: 

Introduction of “Central Bank Digital Currencies” (CBDC) has the potential to provide significant 

benefits, such as reduced dependency on cash, higher seigniorage due to lower transaction costs, 

reduced settlement risk.  

Introduction of CBDC would possibly lead to a more robust, efficient, trusted, regulated and legal 

tender-based payments option.  

There are associated risks, no doubt, but they need to be carefully evaluated against the potential 

benefits.  

It would be RBI’s endeavour, as we move forward in the direction of India’s CBDC, to take the 

necessary steps which would reiterate the leadership position of India in payment systems. 

CBDCs is likely to be in the arsenal of every central bank going forward. Setting this up will require 

careful calibration and a nuanced approach in implementation.  

Drawing board considerations and stakeholder consultations are important. Technological 

challenges have their importance as well.  

As is said, every idea will have to wait for its time. Perhaps the time for CBDCs is nigh. 
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5.Moving towards regional value chains 

 

Introduction: 

The principal measure of cross-border investment activities on multinational enterprises (MNEs) is 

foreign direct investment flows (FDI). 

The three key dimensions of technology policy trends in recent times are:  

1. The degree of fragmentation and the length of value chains,  

2. The geographical spread of value-adds, and  

3. The governance choices of MNEs that determine the prevalence of arm’s -length trade 

versus FDI. 

Given the declining trend of global value chains and arm’s-length trade a successful firm may have a 

strong regional bias impacting the survival of globally competitive firms. 

 

Regional and Global Value Chains GVCs: 

GVC is a world-wide phenomenon. It works effectively when there is active participation from 

different economies in various stages of growth. 

It has a strong foundational link to roles, regulations, products and services, and processes across 

markets. 
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So, understanding its functioning and assimilating it is crucial for countries like India, that are ready 

for the next level of growth. 

One of the lessons to be learnt from the novel coronavirus pandemic is that nations should build 

supply chains inside the country. 

 

The neighbourhood concept: 

Studies have looked at FDI inflows through the lens of neighbourhood and extended 

neighbourhood concepts.  

These concepts are applicable in the China and India context.  

Indeed, while a substantial fraction of FDI inflows may be explained by select economic variables, 

country-specific factors and the idiosyncratic component account for more of the investment 

inflows in Europe, China, and India with special reference to the post-Covid 19 period. 

 

How to define a neighbourhood? 

1. The gravity model, as social scientists refer to the modified law of gravitation, considers the 

population size of two places and the distance between them. 

2. Since larger places attract people, ideas, and commodities more than smaller ones, and 

places closer have a greater attraction, the gravity model incorporates these two features.  

3. Hence, the gravitational attraction between two continents, countries, or regions with similar 

cultures and roots may define the neighbourhood approach.  

4. Such attraction can explain investment, market access, and trade flows. 

 

5. It seems possible to explain the trend in production and technology in light of the “extended 

neighbourhood” approach.  

 

In post-Covid period, the extended neighbourhood may favour one of four approaches: 

1. One, reshoring will lead to shorter, less fragmented value chains and a higher geographical 

concentration of value-adds.  

a. This will affect higher-technology global value chain (GVC) intensive industries. 

b. The will lead to increased divestment and a shrinking pool of efficiency-seeking FDI.  
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c. For some economies, it implies the need to re-industrialise. The others will have to 

face premature de-industrialisation.  

d. Many developing economies will face trouble accessing and upgrading along with the 

GVC development ladder in the short run. 

2. Two, diversification will lead to a wider distribution of economic activities affecting services 

and GVC-intensive manufacturing industries.  

a. This will increase opportunities for new entrants (economies and firms) to participate 

in GVCs.  

b. Besides, its reliance on supply chain digitalisation will cause GVCs to be more loosely 

governed, platform-based and asset-light, and values capture in host countries will 

become more difficult.  

3. Three, regionalisation (for example China’s extended neighbourhood and India’s 

neighbourhood) may reduce the physical distance and may also reduce the supply chain.  

a. Consequently, the geographical distribution of value-addition will rise, affecting 

regional processing industries and even the primary sector. 

4. Four, the firms may ignore global efficiency-seeking criteria and look for regional markets.  

a. There are possibilities to create broader industrial bases and clusters.  

b. In the process of regional economic cooperation, industrial policy and investment 

promotion will become indispensable to build regional value chains. 

 

Disruption in trade will escalate cost of raw materials: 

1. India’s trade with China despite the pandemic and political turmoil soared 70.1 per cent in 

dollar terms in the first five months of this year. 

2. Chinese exports to India grew 64.1 per cent year-on-year from January to May, while 

imports surged 90.2 per cent.  

3. Currently, India’s manufacturing has been influenced by raw materials, OEMs, and 

components exported by China to India.  

4. Any disruption of this trend will escalate cost and hit welfare. The extended neighbourhood 

in the context of China and India and their implications in business are useful lessons for us 

to understand the disruption of GVCs with regional bias. 

5. India’s manufacturing prospects with a hugely unemployed population will live on this trend. 

Policy-wise, thinking alternative to this shift will create pain and misery. 
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6. Though, dependency on China is not going away anytime soon, there is also need to look for 

alternatives, especially in like in Automobile, Pharmaceuticals, Precision Manufacturing, 

Chemicals. 

 

Conclusion: 

The need of the hour is to move up the value chain and alternative value chains with faster 

turnaround time.  

For this, R&D must focus on developing indigenous technology and look for alternative Value 

Chain, something akin to RVCs (Regional Value Chain).  

The lockdown is a great time for the government to formulate trade friendly and production-

friendly.  

The present crisis of the global supply chain can prove to be a game-changer for India's future as 

the global hub of production and manufacturing. 

The shift from GVCs to RVCs will help define better production related bases to work on and 

eventually be able to mitigate risk. Perhaps, the seed of Atmanirbharta lie here. 

 

6.Rural power solutions even other States can emulate 

 

                      

 

Context: 

A recent ruling by Rajasthan’s power regulator points to this yawning gap, but also suggests 

solutions that other States could emulate.  
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The Rajasthan Electricity Regulatory Commission (RERC) has ordered the State’s three power 

distribution companies, or DISCOMS (the Jaipur, Ajmet and Jodhpur Vidyut Vitran Nigam Limited) to 

solarise unelectrified public schools.  

This has the potential to electrify about 1,500 government-run schools in the remote parts of the 

State with roof-top solar panels and generate about 15 megawatts (MW) of power.  

The RERC has also suggested installation of batteries to ensure storage of power. 

 

Achieving a target: 

1. In 2019, Rajasthan set itself an ambitious target of producing 30 GW of solar energy by 2025 

(Rajasthan government, 2019).  

2. It currently has an installed capacity of about 5 GW, most of which are from large-scale 

utility plants, or solar parks with ground-mounted panels.  

3. The State must install at least 7 GW every year for the next four years to achieve this target. 

This is not impossible, but it would require investment and installation on a war footing. 

4. While Rajasthan is India’s largest State in terms of land mass with vast, sparsely populated 

tracts available to install solar parks, bulk infrastructure of this scale is susceptible to 

extreme weather events.  

5. With climate change increasing the possibility of such events, a decentralised model of 

power generation would prove to be more climate resilient. 

 

Expanding Energy Access in Rural Areas: 

1. Over the past decade, India has made great strides in expanding energy access in rural 

areas.  

2. Credible estimates suggest a near doubling of electrified rural households, from 55% in 2010 

to 96% in 2020 (World Bank, 2021). 

3. However, the measure of access to power supply, has been the number of households that 

have been connected to the electricity grid.  

4. While this is a significant measure, it discounts large areas of essential and productive human 

activities such as public schools and primary health centres.  

5. And despite greater electrification, power supply is often unreliable in rural areas. 

6. Apart from enabling education, this ruling would benefit several other crucial aspects of rural 

life.  
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7. Government schools serve as public spaces in rural areas.  

8. They doubled up as COVID-19 care centres in the past year and have housed villagers from 

extreme weather such as storms and floods, apart from turning into polling centres come 

election season. 

9. Battery storage of power ensures that they cater to children’s after-school activities.  

10. Schools could also extend power supply to mid-day meal kitchens, toilets, and motorised 

water pumps and not limit it to powering fans and lights in classrooms. 

 

Promotion of Renewable Energy: 

1. A renewable energy capacity of 100 GW should be achieved by 2019-20 so as to contribute 

to achievement of 175 GW target by 2022. 

2. Solar Energy Corporation of India Limited (SECI) should develop storage solutions within next 

three years to help bring down prices through demand aggregation of both household and 

grid scale batteries. 

3. A large programme should be launched to tap at least 50% of the bio-gas potential in the 

country by supporting technology and credit support through NABARD by 2020. 

 

Clean energy drive: 

1. The RERC order also directs Rajasthan’s cash-strapped discoms to seek corporate social 

responsibility (CSR) funds for the solarising drive and allows schools ownership of the power 

systems in a phased manner.  

2. This removes the burden of infrastructure development expenses on discoms, while also 

ensuring clean energy for the schools. 

3. The power that is generated could also be counted towards the discoms Renewable Purchase 

Obligations (RPO).  

4. Renewable Purchase Obligations (RPO) is the proportion of power that distribution 

companies must procure from renewable sources.  

5. This ratio is a gradual annual progression to encourage greater use of renewable energy and 

to provide for a phased manner to reduce dependence on climate warming fossil fuels. 

 

Working together through CSR funds: 
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1. One of the hurdles to holistic, climate resilient, clean energy access is the lack of 

convergence between government departments. 

2. In Rajasthan, for instance, the DISCOMS could work with the State’s Education Department 

to determine the schools that require electrification, and their expected demand and 

infrastructure expenses.  

3. They could then liaise with the CSR arms of companies to generate funding, and with 

industry to produce cost-effective solar photovoltaic panels and batteries.  

4. Sustaining these new power systems would require some unlearning and re-learning, but it is 

not unimaginable. 

5. Large-grid based projects add to the supply of power in urban areas, and therefore, only 

marginally further greater energy access goals. 

6. As solar installations become inexpensive and with rapidly advancing battery storage 

technologies, decentralised solar power generation has become a reality.  

 

Conclusion: 

Taking a cue from the RERC ruling, a greater number of public buildings could be used to install 

roof-top solar panels.  

Buildings such as primary health centres, panchayat offices, railway stations and bus stops could 

easily be transitioned to utilising clean energy.  

And with battery storage, the susceptibility of grid infrastructure to extreme weather events could 

be mitigated. This is called climate proofing. 

A State such as Rajasthan, which is most exposed to solar irradiation, could set an example by 

making its urban and rural centres, power generators, consumers, and suppliers in the same breath.  

Indeed, its government has an ambitious plan to catapult the State into being a power “exporter”, 

but it must consider the possibility of achieving this through means that do not destroy the 

environment and are most productive, cost-effective, and optimal for human activity. 
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7.Wounded mountains: on Himachal landslide tragedy 

 

 

 

Context: 

1. The tragic death of nine tourists in a landslip in Kinnaur district of Himachal Pradesh is 

another pointer to the fragility of the ecology of the Himalayan States.  

2. Extraordinarily heavy rain pummelled the State recently, leaving the hill slopes unstable and 

causing floods in built-up areas including Dharamshala.  

3. The descending boulders from destabilised terrain, which crushed a bridge like a matchstick, 

are a source of worry even for cautious local residents, and for unwary visitors, such as the 

tourists travelling in a van, they can turn into sudden disaster.  

4. Multiple rivers to burst their banks and flood parts of the European countries as well as the 

Netherlands, Luxembourg and Switzerland.  

5. It is believed that these areas of Europe have not witnessed such heavy rainfall for more than 

a century. The floods showed that climate change spares none.  

6. Even if a country has adequate resources and advanced infrastructure (physical as well as 

organisational), it can find no escape from extreme climatic events. 
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Heavy rainfall and Extreme climatic events leave none even though well-developed: 

1. Heavy rainfall within a short period of time resulted in overflowing rivers, canals, and other 

water bodies flooding many towns and cities.  

2. The scenes of roads being washed away, houses getting inundated, and stranded people 

being evacuated by helicopters, earth movers and lifeboats were no different from what is 

normally witnessed in India during such disasters. It bore uncanny resemblance to what 

Kerala experienced in August 2018.  

3. Not surprisingly, Kerala Chief Minister reacted to the situation in Europe. He expressed 

condolences and asked the Indian community in Europe to stand in solidarity with the flood 

victims.  

4. Also recalled with gratitude the technical assistance extended by the Netherlands to the 

State following the 2018 floods and the visit of the Dutch King and Queen to Kerala in 2019 

when they personally reviewed the joint efforts under way for long-term flood resilience. 

 

Loss to the Ecology will resulted in devastating effects: 

1. What should worry Himachal, and neighbouring Uttarakhand, is that the States may be 

entering a phase of irreversible decline because of losses to their ecology; frequent 

landslides may become inevitable.  

2. Bootstrapping an incompatible model of development in the hills, represented by big 

hydroelectric projects and large-scale construction activity involving destruction of forests 

and damming of rivers, is an invitation to harm. 

3. Mega hydropower, which Himachal Pradesh is working to tap as a significant source of 

“green” power that substitutes energy from fossil fuels, could alter several aspects of 

ecology, rendering it vulnerable to the effects of extreme events such as cloudbursts, flash 

floods, landslides and earthquakes.  

4. The parliamentary Standing Committee on Energy during 2018-19 noted that the Himachal 

Pradesh, State could more than double its existing harnessed hydropower potential of 

10,547 MW.  

5. As catastrophic weather events inflict frequent, heavy losses, Himachal Pradesh and other 

Himalayan States can only watch their ecological base erode. Changing course may yet 

preserve a lot of their natural riches. 
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Lessons for India from other countries experiences: 

1. The floods in Europe call attention to the global need for countries to implement ecologically 

sensitive flood protection measures.  

2. The Dutch have gone beyond their conventional dependence on dikes, dams, walls and gates 

to protect themselves from floods.  

3. Their current disaster resilience mantra is to live with water, build with nature and make 

room for the river.  

4. They champion creating adequate space for rivers to overflow by protecting floodplains 

from human interference, deepening riverbeds and creating alternate channels for excess 

water.  

5. After two major floods in 1993 and 1995, the Dutch embarked on several projects to widen 

riverbanks and reshape the areas around rivers. 

 

6. Flood-prone areas should be identified, and projects initiated on an urgent basis to create 

room for rivers.  

7. Low-risk areas such as playgrounds, maidans, or agricultural fields should be earmarked to 

store excess rainwater.  

8. Drains must be built for diverting water into these storage units. This will relieve the stress 

on the existing drainage infrastructure.  

9. The stored water can later be discharged back into the drainage channel once the high water 

subsides.  

 

Way Ahead measures: 

1. Across the world, countries are being confronted with situations of either too little or too 

much water and droughts interspersed with floods. Rainfall has become unpredictable.  

2. In the short term, strengthened disaster readiness, planning and preparation will help us deal 

with sudden, intense rain and consequent floods.  

3. Climate change and global warming will continue to cause extreme climatic events.  

4. While national and State disaster management authorities have grown in experience, 

competence and professionalism, there is need for a higher degree of coordination and 

preparation across all levels of government.  
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5. Practice drills need to be conducted in flood-prone areas. We need to test the effectiveness 

of flood warnings. The warnings should be in local languages and in simple terms. 

6. The United Nations Development Programme-World Bank-European Union Post Disaster 

Needs Assessment report prepared for Kerala after the 2018 floods pointed out that the 

drainage capacity of the rivers and canals of the State must be increased by creating more 

room for the water to flow.  

7. It called for removing obstructions and encroachments from existing water channels, the 

proper maintenance of such channels and creating additional channels for water to flow. 

 

Conclusion: 

The floods in Europe serve as a wake-up call to us in India to adopt pragmatic policies and practices 

that are nature friendly. We must recognise that we will have to learn to live with water in the long 

term. 

Today, many are wondering how they can learn from the Dutch experience in preparing for floods 

and dealing with their aftermath. But the Dutch themselves are wisely not permitting themselves 

any complacence. Conscious of their vulnerability to water, they maintain a spirit of eternal 

vigilance to floods. Reflecting this approach, the Dutch Prime Minister has exhorted his countrymen 

to learn from the recent disaster and see what more can be done rather than stay satisfied that 

major damage and loss of lives was prevented. 

 

8.Spy in hand: On Pegasus spyware issue 
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Context: 

As per reports of some national and international news agencies there appeared on a leaked list of 

“potential” or actual targets for spying by the Israeli company NSO’s Pegasus spyware. 

Recently, it has been reported that Pegasus, the malicious software, has allegedly been used to 

secretly monitor and spy on an extensive host of public figures in India. 

As per claims, at least a 1,000 Indian phone numbers are in a list of potential targets of surveillance 

using the Pegasus spyware sold by Israeli company the NSO Group to “vetted governments” with 

the approval of the Israeli government.  

 

About Pegasus Spyware: 

1. Pegasus works by sending an exploit link, and if the target user clicks on the link, the malware 

or the code that allows the surveillance is installed on the user’s phone. 

2. A presumably newer version of the malware does not even require a target user to click a 

link. 

3. Once Pegasus is installed, the attacker has complete access to the target user’s phone. 

4. Pegasus can “send back the target’s private data, including passwords, contact lists, calendar 

events, text messages, and live voice calls from popular mobile messaging apps”.  

5. The target’s phone camera and microphone can be turned on to capture all activity in the 

phone’s vicinity, expanding the scope of the surveillance. 

 

What information can be compromised? 

1. Once infected, a phone becomes a digital spy under the attacker’s complete control. 

2. Upon installation, Pegasus contacts the attacker’s command and control (C&C) servers to 

receive and execute instructions and send back the target’s private data, including 

passwords, contact lists, calendar events, text messages, and live voice calls (even those via 

end-to-end-encrypted messaging apps).  

3. The attacker can control the phone’s camera and microphone, and use the GPS function to 

track a target. 

4. To avoid extensive bandwidth consumption that may alert a target, Pegasus sends only 

scheduled updates to a C&C server.  

5. The spyware is designed to evade forensic analysis, avoid detection by anti-virus software, 

and can be deactivated and removed by the attacker, when and if necessary. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/


www.insightsonindia.com 105 INSIGHTS IAS 

  
 
www.insightsonindia.com                          INSIGHTS IAS                                 support@insightsias.com 
  

 

 

Is Surveillance has legal backing? 

1. There are legal provisions for intercepting communication and accessing digitally stored 

information in the interests of national security and public safety.  

2. The capture of a handheld machine by Pegasus turns that into a real-time spy on the target 

who can be watched over and followed every step.  

3. This surveillance is total, into their private and intimate lives, which have no bearing on any 

public interest. 

4. Information obtained illegally may have been used to compromise institutions, to steal 

elections, sabotage Opposition campaigns, and even dislodge an Opposition government. 

5. Indian citizens were indeed targets of a vicious, abominable and uncivil surveillance 

campaign by a government entity, Indian or foreign. 

6. Lack of awareness and specialists in digital security makes this a vulnerable sector. 

7. Terrorists and other anti-social elements have started using more of cyberspace which 

provides them with more getaways. 

 

Cyber Security Framework in India: 

1. Cyber security has become an integral aspect of national security. Moreover, its area of 

influence extends far beyond military domains to cover all aspects of a nation’s governance, 

economy and welfare. 

2. With countries resorting to digital warfare and hackers targeting business organisations and 

government processes, India has to create awareness that not a single person or institution is 

immune to it. 

3. While the government and the corporate world are better placed perhaps to create their 

own programs, it is the civil society who needs to bring into this ambit. 

4. Educational institutions including central universities, private universities, industry 

associations, Industrial Training Institutes (ITIs) must incorporate courses on cybersecurity. 

5. Given the future of technology under Industrial Revolution 4.0, India requires a strong 

cybersecurity framework based on the 4D principles i.e. Deter, Detect, Destroy and 

Document, so that it can sub verse all attempts towards any cyber challenges. 

6. Given increasing dominance of mobile and telecommunication, both National cyber security 

policy and National Telecom Policy will have to effectively coalesce to make a 

comprehensive policy for 2030. 
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Safe Cyber security: Indian Cyber Crime Coordination Centre (I4C): 

1. The Indian Cyber Crime Coordination Centre (I4C) was recently inaugurated by the 

government. National Cyber Crime Reporting Portal has also been launched pan India. 

2. It is a citizen-centric initiative which will enable citizens to report cybercrimes online and all 

the complaints will be accessed by the concerned law enforcement agencies for taking action 

as per law. 

3. The portal specifically focuses on crimes against women, children, particularly child 

pornography, child sex abuse material, online content pertaining to rapes/gang rapes, etc. 

4. It also focuses on crimes like financial crime and social media related crimes like stalking, 

cyberbullying, etc. 

5. It will improve the capacity of law enforcement agencies to investigate the cases after 

successful completion by improving coordination amongst the law enforcement agencies of 

different States, districts and police stations. 

 

Conclusion: 

The whole incident brought forward the issue of digital security and the ways to achieve it with 

minimum loopholes. 

It is necessary to be self-aware about digital security because compromise in that could lead to a 

situation of total surveillance. 

Setting stringent cybersecurity standards to protect individuals and institutions of national 

importance, to make sure that the unity of the nation and the integrity of the individuals stay safe 

and secure. 

The largest democracy in the world cannot be at the mercy of a shady, private company. 
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ESSAYS 

 
Write an essay on the following topic in not more than 1000-1200 words: 
 

 JULY 25, 2021 : We don’t have to sacrifice a Strong Economy for a Healthy Environment 
 

 JULY 18,2021 : We Need not a social conscience, but a social consciousness. 
 

 JULY 11, 2021 : The cure for evils of democracy is more democracy. 
 

 JULY 04, 2021 : No Constitution by itself achieves perfect justice 
 

 

 
*** 
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