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Indian Constitution- historical underpinnings, evolution, features, amendments, 

significant provisions and basic structure.  

 The NCT of Delhi (Amendment) Bill balances the proper functioning of the Delhi 

Assembly and the cooperative federalism in India.DO you agree? Analyse. (250 words) 
Reference: The Hindu 

 Introduction 

The National Capital Territory of Delhi is a Union Territory with a legislature and it came into being in 

1991 under Article 239AA of the Constitution inserted by the Constitution (Sixty-ninth Amendment) 

Act, 1991. As per the existing Act, the Legislative Assembly has the power to make laws in all matters 

except public order, police and land. 

 Body 

Article 239AA of the Constitution of India 

 It granted Special Status to Delhi in 1991 through the 69th constitutional amendment (CAA). 

 The 69th CAA provided Delhi with a Legislative Assembly and a Council of Ministers (CoM). 

The CoM was made responsible to the legislative Assembly and empowered to deal with 

matters of concern to the common man. 

 The recently introduced Government of NCT of Delhi (Amendment) Bill, 2021 is against 

Article 239AA. 

 The Bill gives discretionary powers to the L-G of Delhi even in matters where the Legislative 

Assembly of Delhi is empowered to make laws. 

 The Delhi state govt. has criticized the bill saying that it seeks to drastically curtail powers of 

the elected government”, which is “against” the Supreme Court judgment of 2018. 

Major provisions of NCT of Delhi (Amendment) Bill, 2021: 

 Among the major proposed amendments, one makes it explicitly clear that the term 

“government” in any law made by the Legislative Assembly shall mean the L-G. 

This, essentially, gives effect to the former L-G 2015 assertion that “Government means the 

Lieutenant Governor of the NCT of Delhi appointed by the President under Article 239 and 

designated as such under Article 239 AA of the Constitution”. 

 The Bill adds that the L-G’s opinion shall be obtained before the government takes any 

executive action based on decisions taken by the Cabinet or any individual minister. 

Implications of NCT of Delhi (Amendment) Bill upon Indian Federalism: 

 Equating the L-G with the government simply undermines the legitimacy of the elected 

government thereby disrespecting representative democracy. 

 The bill goes against the spirit of the 2018 verdict. The provisions such as getting the 

compulsory opinion from the L-G are against the verdict. 

 The NCT of Delhi (Amendment) Bill restricts the Delhi government from inquiring into 

executive matters. The Delhi assembly at present is examining multiple issues ranging from 
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riots to the environment. This disregards the ideal of democracy conceived for the NCT of 

Delhi by Article 239AA of the Constitution. 

 The NCT of Delhi (Amendment) Bill if passed would be a huge setback for Delhi’s quest for 

full statehood. As the L-G gets precedence to the Delhi government. 

 The bill empowers L-G to specify certain matters on which his opinion must be taken. This 

can curtail the autonomy that any elected government legitimately requires for governance. 

 Providing excess powers to L-G can also distort the federal equilibrium. The centre can use 

this bill as a precedent to curtail the powers of other states in the future. 

Suggestions 

 The new bill should be reconsidered in the light of Justice D Y Chandrachud’s note in the 

2018 verdict: “In a democratic form of government, the real power must subsist in the 

elected arms of the state”. 

 A cautious discussion and deliberation should take place between the Centre and Delhi 

government on the ambiguous provision of the bill. This will help in the eradication of 

unconstitutional and undemocratic provisions. 

 Apart from that, the government at the centre and state must cooperate to make sure that 

L-G can discharge its constitutional function. At the same time, they need to avoid L-G 

doesn’t become a hindrance to development. 

Conclusion 

The government must reconsider the NCT of Delhi (Amendment) Bill as per the advice of the 

Supreme Court. The revamped provisions should enable L-G to act as a facilitator for upholding the 

law of the land and constitutional provisions. 

The striking down of the 97th Amendment is a cue that the power to regulate 

cooperatives must stay with States. Do you agree? Comment. (250 words) 
Reference    The Hindu 
Why the question: 
In Union of India vs. Rajendra N. Shah, the Supreme Court of India partially struck down the 97th 
Constitutional Amendment. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss in what way the striking down of the 97th Amendment is a cue that the power to regulate 
cooperatives must stay with States. 
Directive: 
Comment– here we have to express our knowledge and understanding of the issue and form an 
overall opinion thereupon. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with brief background of the 97th Constitutional Amendment. 
Body: 
The 97th Constitutional Amendment came into effect from February 15 2012. The amendment added 
“cooperative societies” to the protected forms of association under Article 19(1)(c), elevating it to a 
fundamental right. 
Explain why the Amendment was struck down. 
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Then discuss the factor of increasing control of the Union government. 
Highlight the issues with Central control over cooperative sector. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that it is best that the Government takes this judgment in the right spirit and stays away 
from further meddling in the cooperative sector, notwithstanding the creation of the new Ministry. 
Introduction 

The Supreme Court, recently, in a 2:1 majority verdict upheld the validity of the 97th constitutional 

amendment that deals with issues related to effective management of cooperative societies but 

struck down a part inserted by it which relates to the Constitution and working of cooperative 

societies. The judgement struck down part IX B of the Constitution related to cooperative societies 

but saved the amendment. 

Body 

97th constitutional amendment Act, 2011: 

 It dealt with issues related to effective management of co-operative societies in the country. 

 It was passed by Parliament in December 2011 and had come into effect from February 15, 

2012. 

 It amended Article 19(1)(c) to give protection to the cooperatives and inserted Article 43 B 

and Part IX B, relating to them. 

 The word “cooperatives” was added after “unions and associations” in Article 19(1)(c) under 

Part III of the Constitution. This enables all the citizens to form cooperatives by giving it the 

status of fundamental right of citizens. 

 A new Article 43B was added in the Directive Principles of State Policy (Part IV) regarding 

the “promotion of cooperative societies”. 

Reasons for striking down of part of 97th Amendment: 

 Upholding the Gujarat High Court’s 2013 decision striking down certain provisions of the 

97th constitutional amendment, the Supreme Court held that the Parliament cannot enact 

laws with regard to cooperative societies as it is a State subject. 

 Several intervenors have contended that the amendment made a direct in-road into the 

exclusive domain of states to enact laws with regard to cooperatives. 

 Part IXB, introduced into the Constitution through the 97thAmendment, dictated the terms 

for running co-operative societies. 

 The provisions in the Amendment, passedby Parliament without getting them ratified by 

State legislatures as required by the Constitution. 

 It went to the extent of determining the number of directorsa society should have or 

their length of tenure and even the necessary expertise required to become a member of 

the society. 

The striking down of the 97th Amendment is a cue that the power to regulate cooperatives must 

stay with States: 

 Cooperative societies is a ‘State subject’: 
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o ‘cooperative societies’ come under Entry 32 of the State List in the Seventh 

Schedule, the Amendment proposed to create a framework for the functioning of 

cooperative societies. 

o The States have exclusive power to legislate on topics reserved exclusively to them 

in the State list. 

o Part IX B,which consists of Articles 243ZH to 243ZT, has “significantly and 

substantially impacted” State legislatures’ “exclusive legislative power” over its co-

operative sector under Entry 32 of the State List. 

o The court pointed out howArticle 243ZI makes it clear that a State may only make 

law on the incorporation, regulation and winding up of a society subject to the 

provisions of Part IXB of the 97th 

 Legal infirmity: 

o SC held that the 97th Constitutional Amendment required ratification by at least 

one-half of the state legislatures as per Article 368(2) of the Constitution, since it 

dealt with an entry which was an exclusive state subject (co-operative societies). 

o Under Article 368(2), Parliament can amend the Constitution by passing a Bill with a 

special majority. 

o Since such ratification was not done in the case of the 97th amendment, it was liable 

to be struck down. 

 Upheld the Validity of Provisions related to Multi State Cooperative Societies: 

o It did not strike down the portions of Part IXB of the Amendment concerning ‘Multi 

State Co-operative Societies (MSCS)’ due to the lack of ratification. 

o When it comes to MSCS with objects not confined to one State, the legislative power 

would be that of the Union of India which is contained in Entry 44 List I (Union List). 

o It is declared that Part IXB of the Constitution is operative only insofar as it concerns 

multi-State cooperative societies both within the various States and in the Union 

Territories. 

Conclusion 

The Ministry of Cooperation was formed recently, apparently with a view to giving a fillip to the 

cooperative movement and reforming the functioning of cooperative societies. Until now, 

the subject was dealt with by the Agriculture Ministry. It administered the Multi-State Cooperative 

Societies Act, 2002. The new Ministry will continue this work. For now, it will not be in a position to 

compel States to bring their cooperative laws in conformity with the Centre’s vision. Regarding the 

fate of the constitutional framework for all cooperative societies in the country, the Centre has the 

option of re-enacting the Amendment with a two-thirds majority in Parliament and obtaining 

ratification by 50% of the State legislatures. 
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Functions and responsibilities of the Union and the States, issues and challenges 

pertaining to the federal structure, devolution of powers and finances up to local 

levels and challenges therein. 

Account for the differences between the states of Karnataka and Tamil Nadu over the 

proposed Mekedatu project. (250 words) 
Reference:  The Hindu 
Why the question: 
The question is amidst the differences between the states of Karnataka and Tamil Nadu over the 
proposed Mekedatu project. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Account for the differences between the states of Karnataka and Tamil Nadu over the proposed 
Mekedatu project. 
Directive: 
Account – Weigh up to what extent something is true. Persuade the reader of your argument by 
citing relevant research but also remember to point out any flaws and counter- arguments as well. 
Conclude by stating clearly how far you are in agreement with the original proposition. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Briefly give the background of Mekedatu project. 
Body: 
The Karnataka state government has proposed the Mekedatu dam project in the Cauvery Basin. 
Originally proposed as a hydropower project, the revised Mekedatu dam project apart from catering 
to the drinking water needs of the Bengaluru Metropolitan City and surrounding areas will also help 
regulate the flow to Tamil Nadu on a monthly basis, as stipulated by the Tribunal and the Supreme 
Court. 
Discuss the judgments passed with respect to the projects in Cauvery basin. 
Discuss possible solutions to it. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that a possible solution to this new development would be to get both states to agree to 
the idea of a joint execution, operation and maintenance of the project or through a third party’s 
participation. 
Introduction 

The Mekedatu project is a Rs. 9,000 crore project which aims to store and supply water for drinking 

purposes for the Bengaluru city. Around 400 megawatts (MW) of power is also proposed to be 

generated through the project. Tamilnadu has been opposing this move due to apprehension of 

reduction and diversion of Cauvery river water. 

Body 

Background 

 In February 2018, the court, in its judgment, revised the water allocation and increased the 

share of Karnataka by 14.75 thousand million cubic feet (tmc ft) at the cost of Tamil Nadu. 

 The enhanced quantum comprised 4.75 tmc ft for meeting drinking water and domestic 

requirements of Bengaluru and surrounding areas. 

 Encouraged by the Supreme Court verdict, Karnataka, which sees the order as an 

endorsement of its stand, has set out to pursue the Mekedatu project. 
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 Originally proposed as a hydropower project, the revised Mekedatu dam project has more 

than one purpose to serve. 

 Estimated to cost ₹9,000 crore, the project envisages the construction of a reservoir of 

67.16-tmc ft capacity, which will come up about 4 km away from the Karnataka-Tamil Nadu 

border. 

Differences between the states of Karnataka and Tamil Nadu vis-a-vis Mekedatu 

 The Karnataka government has argued that the proposed reservoir will regulate the flow to 

Tamil Nadu on a monthly basis, as stipulated by the Tribunal and the Supreme Court. 

 Tamil Nadu feels that Karnataka, through the project, will impound and divert flows from 

“uncontrolled catchments” to it, a component which was taken into account by the Tribunal 

in the 2007 order while arriving at the water allocation plan for the State. 

 As per an estimate, around 80 tmc ft of water flows annually to Tamil Nadu, thanks to the 

catchments including the area between Kabini dam in Karnataka and Billigundulu gauging 

site on the inter-State border, and the area between Krishnaraja Sagar dam in Karnataka and 

the gauging site. 

 As the upper riparian State has adequate infrastructure even now to address the water 

needs of Bengaluru, there is no need for the Mekedatu project, according to Tamil Nadu. 

 The Mekedatu project also does not find mention in the Tribunal’s final order or the 

Supreme Court judgment. 

 Besides, given the unpleasant experiences that it has had with Karnataka in securing its 

share of the Cauvery water over the years, Tamil Nadu is wary of the assurances of the other 

side. 

Conclusion 

Tamil Nadu’s petitions against the project are pending with the Supreme Court. The project is yet to 

get environmental clearance from the Centre. A way out can be found if the two parties agree to the 

idea of a joint execution, operation and maintenance of the project or a third party’s participation. 

 

  

  

In 2026, there will be the challenge of addressing the conflict between the democratic 

principles and the federal principles, when there will be a reallocation of Lok Sabha 

seats. India needs to reimagine the current federal compact to address the challenges 

to federalism. Comment. (250 words) 
Reference:  The Hindu 
Why the question: 
The article brings to us insights on the upcoming crisis in the Indian federalism. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss the afore mentioned challenge that Indian federalism is about to witness. 
Directive: 
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Comment– here we have to express our knowledge and understanding of the issue and form an 
overall opinion thereupon. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with brief context of the question. 
Body: 
In 2026, there will be the challenge of addressing the conflict between the democratic principles and 
the federal principles, when there will be a reallocation of Lok Sabha seats. India needs to reimagine 
the current federal compact to address the challenges to federalism. 
Talk about the Population freeze for Lok Sabha seats. 
Discuss the challenge of balancing the principle of democracy and federalism 
Conclusion: 
Suggest way forward on addressing the challenges to federalism. 
Introduction 

Since 1976, seats in the Lok Sabha have reflected the 1971 census and have not taken into account 

changes in the population. The primary reason for this has been unequal population growth among 

States. 

Body 

Reason behind emergence of crisis: 

 Post 2026, there will be a seismic shift in national power towards India’s poorest and most 

populated States. 

 This would generate much resentment among the States that will lose political and 

economic power and influence. 

 This calls for a realignment in the balance between the democratic principle and the federal 

principle in the Indian Constitution. 

Tussle between democratic principle and the federal principle: 

 An inherent contradiction between the principles of democracy and federalism arises when 

federal units are unequal, population and economics. 

 In a democratic setup, all citizens are equal and are thus entitled to equal representation in 

governance. But this would imply that bigger States are likely to dominate the national 

conversation over smaller States. 

 Small States fear that they would get a smaller share of the pie economically, a much 

reduced say in national issues, and be irrelevant in the political governance of the country. 

 Thus, federal democracies have incorporated into their governing structures various kinds of 

compromises to ensure a balance between democratic principles and federal ones. 

How the US Constitution addresses the concerns of small states? 

 When the Americans adopted their Constitution, they protected smaller States in four ways. 

 National powers over the States were limited. 

 Each State regardless of size hadtwo seats in the Senate, giving smaller States an outsized 

role in national governance. 
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 Presidents are elected by electoral votes,which means they must win States rather than the 

total national population. 

 The slave-owning states were allowed to count the slaves for purposes of representation, 

with each slave being counted as three-fifths of a person. 

 This essential structure remains the bedrock of the American Constitution today. 

What can India do to alleviate the fear of less populous states? 

 Empowering States: The powers of States vis-à-vis the Centre contained in the Lists and in 

the provisions dealing with altering boundaries of States must be increased. This will 

alleviate the fear of smaller States of being dominated by bigger ones. 

 Expansion of Council of States: The role and composition of the Rajya Sabha must be 

expanded. This would allow smaller States a kind of brake over national majoritarian politics 

that adversely impact them. 

 Constitutional Safeguards: Constitutional change and the change in financial redistribution 

between the States must require the consent of all or nearly all States. The fate of the Goods 

and Services Tax, or GST, serves as a salutary warning in this regard. 

 Reorganizing States: Serious thought must be given to breaking up the biggest States into 

smaller units. This would prevent them from dominating the national conversation. 

Way Ahead 

 National bonds of affection and patriotism will not be severed by devolution of powers 

though they will be at least severely strained when one part of the country is empowered 

over another. 

 There is an urgent need to reimagine our national compact— another freeze will only kick 

this thorny issue down the road and will continue to perpetuate an increasingly 

undemocratic set up. 

Conclusion 

The unity of India is, of course, the fundamental premise underlying this discussion; but this unity 

does not depend on an overbearing Centre for its survival. 

  

 Explain why the Supreme Court has recently struck down part of the 97th 

constitutional amendment? Also analyse its impact on federal principles in India. (250 

words) 

Reference:  The Hindu 
Why the question: 
The Supreme Court recently struck down certain provisions of the 97th Constitutional Amendment 
Act, 2011. The Ministry of Co-operation has been newly formed under the Government of India in 
July 2021. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Explain why the Supreme Court has recently struck down part of the 97th constitutional amendment 
and analyse its impact on federal principles in India. 
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Directive: 
Explain – Clarify the topic by giving a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the 
particular context. You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with 
relevant associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
The 97th constitutional amendment dealt with issues relating to the effective management of co-
operative societies in the country. 
 Body: 
Talk about the changes that the amendment brought in. 
The three-judge bench of the Supreme Court while upholding the validity of the 97th constitutional 
amendment has struck down a part related to the setting up and functioning of cooperative societies 
working within a state. 
The Supreme Court judgment was based on the reasoning that the concerned subject matter of co-
operative fell in the state list and hence it belongs wholly and exclusively to the State legislatures to 
legislate upon and any change would require the ratification by at least one-half of the state 
legislatures as per Article 368(2) of the Constitution which was not carried out for the 97th 
constitutional amendment. 
Cooperative Societies is a State Subject under Entry 32 of the State List of Seventh Schedule of the 
Constitution of India. 
This development has been hailed by the constitutional experts as a boost to the principle of 
federalism – part of the basic structure of the Indian Constitution. 
Discuss the challenges in the co-operative sector. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
Introduction 

The Supreme Court, recently, in a 2:1 majority verdict upheld the validity of the 97th constitutional 

amendment that deals with issues related to effective management of cooperative societies but 

struck down a part inserted by it which relates to the Constitution and working of cooperative 

societies. The judgement struck down part IX B of the Constitution related to cooperative societies 

but saved the amendment. 

Body 

97th constitutional amendment Act, 2011: 

 It dealt with issues related to effective management of co-operative societies in the country. 

 It was passed by Parliament in December 2011 and had come into effect from February 15, 

2012. 

 It amended Article 19(1)(c) to give protection to the cooperatives and inserted Article 43 B 

and Part IX B, relating to them. 

 The word “cooperatives” was added after “unions and associations” in Article 19(1)(c) under 

Part III of the Constitution. This enables all the citizens to form cooperatives by giving it the 

status of fundamental right of citizens. 

 A new Article 43B was added in the Directive Principles of State Policy (Part IV) regarding 

the “promotion of cooperative societies”. 

Reasons for striking down of part of 97th Amendment: 
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 Upholding the Gujarat High Court’s 2013 decision striking down certain provisions of the 

97th constitutional amendment, the Supreme Court held that the Parliament cannot enact 

laws with regard to cooperative societies as it is a State subject. 

 Several intervenors have contended that the amendment made a direct in-road into the 

exclusive domain of states to enact laws with regard to cooperatives. 

 Part IXB, introduced into the Constitution through the 97thAmendment, dictated the terms 

for running co-operative societies. 

 The provisions in the Amendment, passedby Parliament without getting them ratified by 

State legislatures as required by the Constitution. 

 It went to the extent of determining the number of directorsa society should have or 

their length of tenure and even the necessary expertise required to become a member of 

the society. 

Impact on federal principles in India: 

 Legislation on State subject: 

o ‘cooperative societies’ come under Entry 32 of the State List in the Seventh 

Schedule, the Amendment proposed to create a framework for the functioning of 

cooperative societies. 

o The States have exclusive power to legislate on topics reserved exclusively to them 

in the State list. 

o Part IX B,which consists of Articles 243ZH to 243ZT, has “significantly and 

substantially impacted” State legislatures’ “exclusive legislative power” over its co-

operative sector under Entry 32 of the State List. 

o The court pointed out howArticle 243ZI makes it clear that a State may only make 

law on the incorporation, regulation and winding up of a society subject to the 

provisions of Part IXB of the 97th 

 Legal infirmity: 

o SC held that the 97th Constitutional Amendment required ratification by at least 

one-half of the state legislatures as per Article 368(2) of the Constitution, since it 

dealt with an entry which was an exclusive state subject (co-operative societies). 

o Under Article 368(2), Parliament can amend the Constitution by passing a Bill with a 

special majority. 

o Since such ratification was not done in the case of the 97th amendment, it was liable 

to be struck down. 

 Upheld the Validity of Provisions related to Multi State Cooperative Societies: 

o It did not strike down the portions of Part IXB of the Amendment concerning ‘Multi 

State Co-operative Societies (MSCS)’ due to the lack of ratification. 

o When it comes to MSCS with objects not confined to one State, the legislative power 

would be that of the Union of India which is contained in Entry 44 List I (Union List). 
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o It is declared that Part IXB of the Constitution is operative only insofar as it concerns 

multi-State cooperative societies both within the various States and in the Union 

Territories. 

Conclusion 

The Ministry of Cooperation was formed recently, apparently with a view to giving a fillip to the 

cooperative movement and reforming the functioning of cooperative societies. Until now, 

the subject was dealt with by the Agriculture Ministry. It administered the Multi-State Cooperative 

Societies Act, 2002. The new Ministry will continue this work. For now, it will not be in a position to 

compel States to bring their cooperative laws in conformity with the Centre’s vision. Regarding the 

fate of the constitutional framework for all cooperative societies in the country, the Centre has the 

option of re-enacting the Amendment with a two-thirds majority in Parliament and obtaining 

ratification by 50% of the State legislatures. 

A Hindu-Hindi definition threatens to override a superordinate civic identity 

underlined by the Indian Constitution. Elucidate. (250 words) 
Reference:  Indian Express 
Why the question: 
The article brings to us insights on the idea of Indian. It presents a detailed analysis of “Religion in 
India: Tolerance and Segregation”, a report published by the Pew Research Center. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Analyse in detail in what way a Hindu-Hindi definition threatens to override a superordinate civic 
identity underlined by the Indian Constitution. 
Directive: 
Elucidate – Give a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the particular context. 
You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with relevant associated 
facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with the idea of religion in India. 
Body: 
Explain first the paradox of Indian identity: Despite the centrality of religion and caste in India’s social 
and political life, there is a larger “superordinate” civic identity that exists. 
While most Indians prefer to live in neighborhoods of their caste or religion; prefers endogamy, a 
high proportion of Indians (82-88%) also say that being “truly Indian” means respecting all religions. 
The starting point of the Indian paradox is the high incidence of bonding as opposed to bridging — 
bonding within one’s religious and caste communities, not bridging across such boundaries. 
Muslims with syncretized features: India’s Muslims are closer to Indian Hindus than to Pakistani or 
Bangladeshi Muslims. 
India’s Muslims subscribe to the idea of karma, as much as the Hindus do; every fourth Muslim 
believes in reincarnation, in the purificatory power of the Ganga, in the multiple manifestations of 
God; and every fifth Muslim celebrates Diwali. 
Unstructured hyphenated identities: Indians want to be Hindus and Indians, Muslims and Indians, 
Christians and Indians, and so on. 
Conclusion: 
If regional pushback (from South Indian) expands its geographical ambit, the Hindi-Hindu-India 
politics will be weakened, and the superordinate identity will become stronger. If the current regime 
manages to reverse the pushback, India will be headed towards a breakdown of its superordinate 
civic identity. 
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Introduction 

India is one of the most diverse lands found anywhere else in the world. From language to dressing-

style, the country has been hailed as one of the most complex amalgamation of various cultural 

identities. 

The large number of different cultures, knitted together in such a close and perfect manner, make 

India’s diversity one of the wonders of the world. 

Body 

Are the various diversities of India — religious, linguistic, caste-based — being flattened by the rising 

tide of Hindu nationalism? Are more and more Indians beginning to believe that the Hindus and/or 

Hindi-speakers are the only true Indians? Is celebrating all kinds of diversities as the founding 

ideology of Indian nationhood — contained in India’s Constitution and constructed under the 

combined influences of Gandhi, Nehru and Ambedkar — coming to an end? 

The “Religion in India: Tolerance and Segregation” report uncovers the paradox of Indian identity — 

that despite the centrality of religion and caste in India’s social and political life, there is a larger 

“superordinate” civic identity that exists. 

 India’s freedom struggle sought to create this superordinate identity, and scholars have 

repeatedly talked about it. 

 The starting point of the Indian paradox is the high incidence of bonding as opposed to 

bridging — bonding within one’s religious and caste communities, not bridging across such 

boundaries. 

 In the 1990s, the bonding-bridging distinction was proposed by Robert Putnam in his 

exploration of America’s race relations and its civil society. 

 Most Indians prefer to live in neighbourhoods of their caste or religion; they make friends 

within their religion and caste; they marry overwhelmingly inside their communities 

(endogamy), and they want strict prohibition against inter-religious or inter-caste marriages 

(exogamy). 

 Whether or not this was true to the same extent earlier, a very large proportion of Indians 

today want religious or caste segregation. 

 But an overwhelming proportion of Indians (82-88 per cent) also say that being “truly 

Indian” means respecting all religions, respecting the army, respecting the country’s 

institutions and laws, respecting elders, and standing for the national anthem. 

 Region-wise, only in the East (Bihar, Jharkhand, Bengal, Odisha) and Northeast are the 

proportions lower, but not catastrophically so (70-83 per cent, instead of 82-88 per cent). 

And religion-wise, only Muslims and Christians score lower, but not hugely so (72-81 per 

cent). 

 Departing from doctrinal purity, the practised form of Islam in India has syncretistic features. 

India’s Muslims subscribe to the idea of karma, as much as the Hindus do; every fourth 

Muslim believes in reincarnation, in the purificatory power of the Ganga, in the multiple 

manifestations of God; and every fifth Muslim celebrates Diwali. 
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 Neha Sahgal, the writer of the Report, and someone who has surveyed Islamic practices in 

Pakistan, Bangladesh and the Middle East, says that India’s Muslims are closer to Indian 

Hindus than to Pakistani or Bangladeshi Muslims. 

 And yet, it is also clear that they wish to maintain their identity as Muslims and would like 

Islamic, not secular, courts to adjudicate upon community matters. 

 Stated differently, Indians want to be both Hindus and Indians, Muslims and Indians, 

Christians and Indians, and so on. 

 And such hyphenation, says the report, can be extended to linguistic groups and, to some 

extent, castes as well. 

 Being an Indian is basically a hyphenated identity. There aren’t too many unhyphenated 

Indians. 

 India’s hyphenation is not yet structured beyond the possibility of rupture. As many as 65 

per cent of Hindus believe that to be a true Indian, you have to be a Hindu, and nearly 50 per 

cent believe that to be a true Indian, you have to be both a Hindu and a Hindi speaker. 

 The idea of Hindus or Hindi speakers being equated with India never went this far in modern 

Indian history. 

Will the Hindu-Hindi-Indian equation go substantially further? 

 If it does, then the paradox of having both a Hindu-centric identity and a superordinate civic 

identity, which respects the Constitution, existing laws, and all religions — simply can’t last. 

The Constitution is completely against the doctrine that only Hindus are true Indians. 

 So long as India remains a democracy, pushes and pulls of politics will strengthen or weaken 

the existing snapshot of reality, which the survey represents. 

 At this time, South India, says the survey, is leading the charge against politics that equates 

Hindu and Hindi with India. On all measures relevant to this equation, South India differs 

radically from Northern and Central India. Parts of the East, as we know, have also joined the 

pushback. 

 If this pushback expands its geographical ambit, the Hindi-Hindu-India politics will be 

weakened, and the superordinate identity will become stronger. If we manage to reverse 

the pushback, India will be headed towards a breakdown of its superordinate civic identity. 

Political struggles of the coming years are thus monumentally important. 

Conclusion 

Despite the diversity in terms of race, religion, Language, caste and culture India is still a strong 

nation tied together with integration and unity in both politico-geographic and cultural backgrounds. 

Along with diversity and various such aspects, India is on its way of growth and development and it is 

worth mentioning that it has one of the string and stable economies in the world. 

Account for the dire need for measures on part of the Central government to 

consolidate fiscal federalism in the aftermath of pandemic and implementation of the 

GST regime in India.  (250 words) 
Reference:  The Hindu 
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Why the question: 
States are facing financial constraints in the backdrop of lockdown and consequent dwindling 
revenue collection. The situation also highlights the issues of fiscal federalism in India. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Give reasons for the dire need for measures on part of the Central government to consolidate fiscal 
federalism in the aftermath of pandemic and implementation of the GST regime in India. 
 Directive: 
Account – Weigh up to what extent something is true. Persuade the reader of your argument by 
citing relevant research but also remember to point out any flaws and counter- arguments as well. 
Conclude by stating clearly how far you are in agreement with the original proposition. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with the present context of the question. 
Body: 
Discuss in detail the issues facing fiscal federalism in India. First, the Goods and Services Tax (GST) 
law assured States a 14% increase in their annual revenue for five years (up to July 1, 2020). 
Second, last year, the Union government increased the borrowing ceiling of the States from 3% to 5% 
for FY 2020-21. But the conditions are attached to 1.5% out of this 2% increase of ceiling. States will 
have to bear the burden of welfare and relief measures during the pandemic. These conditions go 
against the principle of cooperative federalism. 
The 15th Finance Commission had recommended Rs. 2,412 crore as a sector-specific grant and Rs. 
1,100 crore as a State-specific grant for Kerala. But this amount has not been released. 
The expenditure rules attached to the Disaster Management Fund are unviable. 
Suggest what needs to be done. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that urgent necessary measures are must to be taken for pumping oxygen to fiscal 
federalism in India. 
Introduction 

GST was implemented through the GST (101st Amendment Act), 2016 as a long pending indirect tax 

reform. It is a single tax that replaces multiple other indirect taxes. The Centre lost out on its power 

to levy taxes such as excise duty, while the States could no longer levy entry tax, VAT etc. 

Body 

To allay the fears of States regarding loss of revenue, following mechanism was made: 

GST (Compensation to States) Act, 2017 was enacted: 

 Under the Act, the percentage of annual revenue growth of a State has been projected to be 

14%. If the annual revenue growth of a State is less than 14%, the State is entitled to receive 

compensation under the statute. 

 The compensation payable to a State shall be provisionally calculated and released at the 

end of every two months period. 

The generation of revenue under the Act would happen through a GST Compensation Cess:  

 The cess comprises the cess levied on sin and luxury goods for five years. 

 The entire cess collected during the year is required to be credited to a non-lapsable Fund 

(the GST Compensation Cess Fund). 
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 The collected compensation cess flows into the CFI and is then transferred to the Public 

Account of India, where the GST compensation cess fund has been created. 

Issues: Undermining Federalism: 

 The Goods and Services Tax (GST) law assured States a 14% increase in their annual 

revenuefor five years (up to July 1, 2020). However, the Union government has deviated 

from the statutory promise and has been insisting that States avail themselves of 

loans. Kerala is entitled to a GST compensation of Rs. 4,041 crore for the financial year 2020-

21. But the Union government has been disregarding this obligation. 

 Last year, the Union government increased the borrowing ceiling of the States from 3% to 

5% for FY 2020-21.But the conditions are attached to 1.5% out of this 2% increase of ceiling. 

States will have to bear the burden of welfare and relief measures during the 

pandemic. These conditions go against the principle of cooperative federalism. 

 The 15th Finance Commissionhad recommended Rs. 2,412 crore as a sector-specific grant 

and Rs. 1,100 crore as a State-specific grant for Kerala. But this amount has not been 

released. 

 The expenditure rules attached to the Disaster Management Fund are unviable. This inhibits 

the state’s discretion in doing disaster-related expenditures. 

Suggestions 

 The present GST compensation period will end in 2021-22.Beyond this period, it is going to 

be very difficult to convince the Union government to provide compensation, as there is no 

constitutional obligation to do so to the States. 

 The Union government can consider using its powers under Section 4(f) of Article 279Ato 

raise additional resources during the pandemic. 

 Section 4(f):It enables the Goods and Services Tax Council to make recommendations on any 

special rate or rates for a specified period. In order to raise additional resources during any 

natural calamity or disaster. 

 The future interest liability of loansshould not be placed on the shoulders of the States. 

Moreover, the borrowing limit of States, as per the Fiscal Responsibility and Budget 

Management Act, should not be built into these loans. 

 The Corporate Social Responsibility Fund could be remitted to the Chief Minister’s Relief 

Fundin order to augment disaster management resources. 

 Rebuilding institutional capital to soothe the Centre-State relationship: Efforts could be 

made rejuvenate and rekindle the Inter-State Council as the body not only has constitutional 

backing but its mandate and nature of participation is ideally suited for a larger federal role. 

o Alongside the Inter-State Council, efforts could be made to increase political capital 

through institutions like Chief Minister’s Conference. 

 Widening the ambit of GST for revenue augmentation: The current coverage of GST excludes 

electricity, petrol, diesel and real estate, as also agriculture. Widening the ambit of GST 

could provide a larger base for taxation in the long run. 
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 Structural reforms: The augmentation of revenue in the long-term will require structural 

reforms like reviewing of GST on continuous basis and increasing tax compliance. 

 Increasing transparency in Fiscal management: Increasing transparency in areas like working 

of GST Council, adhering to the procedure established by the GST Compensation Act, and 

decreasing over-reliance on cesses and surcharges could repose the lost faith of States in 

Centre’s Fiscal Management 

Conclusion 

GST is a positive step towards shifting Indian economy from the informal to formal economy. It is 

important to utilise experiences from global economies that have implemented GST before us, to 

overcome the impending challenges. 

Parliament and State Legislatures – structure, functioning, conduct of business, 

powers & privileges and issues arising out of these. 

“Fraternity can be a fact only when there is a nation. Without fraternity, equality and 

liberty will be no deeper than coats of paint”, Elaborate upon the statement in light of 

a tolerant majoritarian India. (250 words) 
Reference:  The Hindu 
Why the question: 
The article talks about the importance of majoritarian pluralism of the country and its importance. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Elaborate upon the quote in the question statement and suggest the importance of tolerant 
majoritarian India. 
Directive: 
Elaborate – Give a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the particular context. 
You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with relevant associated 
facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with your brief understanding of the quote. 
Body: 
Discuss what you understand by Majoritarianism and tolerance with respect to India. 
Explain why there is a need for the two to coexist together. 
Suggest examples to explain and highlight solutions such as – The antidote to the fear of other social 
groups, especially minorities, often is increased interaction among them in a variety of public and 
private settings. 
Conclusion: 
Social reality and complexity cannot be reduced to numbers. After all, one cannot compare attitudes 
of different social groups blandly without understanding power differences. But quantitative surveys 
are still necessary tools. Majoritarianism, accompanied by mere tolerant acceptance of minority 
communities as non-interacting enclaves, is the death knell of democracy. 
Introduction 

Fraternity means a sense of common brotherhood of all Indians – of Indians being one people. It is 

the principle which gives unity and solidarity to social life. No one should treat a fellow citizen as 

inferior. While the morals of Preamble like- Justice, Equality, Liberty have been explicitly and 
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implicitly ensured through Fundamental Rights, Directive Principles and other constitutional 

provisions, this is not the case with Fraternity. 

Body 

Fraternity in Indian Context 

 Sense of common brotherhood transcending religion, language, regional or sectional 

diversities (Article 51A). This is to be promoted through single citizenship. 

 Despite this, communal violence like 2002 Gujarat riots, ongoing Citizenship Amendment Act 

protest and violence, North-South divide based on languages, and other social disturbances 

due to differences in diversity and inability to come to common terms for living in harmony 

are common. 

 Dignity of Individuals by maintaining material betterment of individual and democratic 

setup. 

 Caste system seperates individuals in social life.They develop jealousy and antipathy among 

each other. 

 Urge for self-realisation in the down-trodden classes must no be allowed to devolve into a 

class struggle or class war. It would lead to a division of the House 

 Challenges to this include income inequality based on caste, gender, low social status of 

women like rape, domestic violence, less economic participation, challenges to democratic 

setup like the use of money and muscle power in elections. 

 Unity and Integrity of the nation at both levels: psychological and territorial. 

 Still secessionist movements persist like demand for Greater Nagalim, lack of unified polity 

manifested in temporary provisions for certain states like Article 371, border disputes, 

especially with Pakistan and China. At psychological level issues include communalism, 

regionalism, linguism etc. 

Conclusion 

Fraternity is an important element for a strong nation-state that encompasses diversity as large as 

that of India’s. This had been cherished during nationalist freedom struggle also reminded 

by 42nd Constitutional Amendment Act by adding the word integrity. 

Structure, organization and functioning of the Executive and the Judiciary—

Ministries and Departments of the Government; pressure groups and 

formal/informal associations and their role in the Polity. 

Examine the viability and challenges in implementation of All India Judicial Service as a 

reform in recruitment and appointment to the subordinate judicial services in India. 

(250 words) 
Reference:  The Hindu 
Why the question: 
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Many law commissions and the judiciary in many cases have called on the administration to consider 
and implement All India Judicial Services (AIJS). Thus the question. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss and examine the feasibility of All India Judicial Service as a reform in recruitment and 
appointment to the subordinate judicial services in India. 
Directive: 
Examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we must look into the topic (content words) in detail, inspect it, 
investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so 
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start by expounding on the idea of All India Judicial services in brief. 
Body: 
The answer body must have the following aspects covered: 
First present brief history of the origin of the idea; The idea for an ‘All India Judicial Service (AIJS)’ was 
first proposed by the 14th Report of the Law Commission of India in 1958, aimed at creating a 
centralized cadre of District Judges. In the All-India Judges case in 1992 the apex court had opined 
that the recommendations of the Law Commission on the setting up of AIJS should be examined and 
implemented. Similar opinions were expressed in the All India Judges Association Vs. Union of India 
(2002) case as well. In 2019 there had been a consultative process for the creation of the All India 
Judicial Service (AIJS). 
Account for the constitutional perspective. 
Present arguments both in favour and otherwise. 
Discuss the concerns associated. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with its importance. 
Introduction: 

The vision document titled ‘Strategy for New India @ 75’, released by the NITI Aayog, amongst 

other things, proposes a spate of judicial reforms. The think-tank has come out batting for the 

creation of an All India Judicial Service(AIJS), akin to the other central services like the IAS and the 

IPS. 

Body:  

Status of AIJS: 

 The idea was first mooted by the Law Commission in the 1950s to have an AIJS. Under this 

the district judges will be recruited centrally through an all-India examination. They will then 

be allocated to each State along the lines of the AIS. 

 The proposal for an All-India Judicial Service was first suggested in the Chief Justices’ 

Conference in 1961 as a way to remove any scope for judicial or executive intervention in 

the appointments to the judiciary in the High Courts and the Supreme Court in India. The 

idea had to be shelved after some states and High Courts opposed it. 

 The Constitution was amended in 1976 (42nd Amendment) to provide for an AIJS 

under Article 312. Article 312 was amended to confer power on the Rajya Sabha to initiate 

the process for setting up an AIJS, by passing a resolution supported by two-thirds majority 

in the upper house. 
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 The proposal was again floated by the ruling UPA government in 2012 but the draft bill was 

shelved again after opposition from High Court Chief Justices who labelled this an 

infringement of their rights. 

 Currently, on similar lines subordinate and district judges are recruited by High Courts on 

the basis of a common examination. 

Other recommendations: 

The 14th Report on Reform of Judicial Administration — alluded to the need for creating a separate 

all-India service for judicial officers. This report favoured an AIJS to ensure that subordinate court 

judges are paid salaries and given perks at parity with government bureaucrats, thereby incentivising 

the option of the state judiciary as a viable career prospect. 

Need for AIJS: 

 The AIJS is an attempt to ensure that younger judges are promoted to the SC and HCs. In the 

existing system, recruits join as magistrates in the subordinate judiciary and take at least 10 

years to become district judges. 

 This is expected to ensure a transparent and efficient method of recruitment to attract the 

best talent in India’s legal profession. 

 Currently India’s legal infrastructure is facing various issues, particularly the lower judiciary. 

At present India has just 13 judicial posts per million people, though the Law Commission 

had recommended 50 judges per million of the population, based on the ratio prevalent in 

the US previously. 

 Judiciary is suffering from massive vacancies across the nation and the scarcity is worsened 

in some states due to judicial absenteeism. Hence there is need of urgent mechanism to 

appoint new judges. 

 As a consequence, the pendency is high with the number of cases about 2.8 crores. 

 Similarly, judiciary suffering from various infrastructures related issues, like newly appointed 

judges does not have required court rooms; hence there is need of huge investment. 

Issues with AIJS: 

Solving Vacancy issues: 

 The AIJS is being proposed as a panacea to cure the chronic vacancy crisis plaguing the 

Indian subordinate judiciary. 

 An all India service potentially offers is a more streamlined and regularised recruitment 

process for the limited number of vacancies for district judges in the country. 

Violates Basic Structure Doctrine:            

 Niti Aayog’s document rather ambitiously proposed an AIJS to cover entry level civil judges, 

prosecutors and legal advisers to comprise the service (subordinate judges). 

 A sweeping mandate would require considerable amendments to the Constitution, 

especially with respect to the appointments process for the lower subordinate judiciary (that 

is, all ranks below that of a district judge). 
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 Presently, the appointments to the subordinate judiciary are made under Articles 233 and 

234 of the Constitution under State High Court Purview. 

 These amendments, establishing a centralised appointments mechanism, may arguably be 

constitutionally untenable and vulnerable to being struck down as flagrant violations of the 

basic structure doctrine and judicial federalism. 

Oversimplification: 

 The idea of an AIJS has been significantly contentious within the legal fraternity and other 

concerned stakeholders. 

 The proposal for AIJS was floated by the ruling UPA government in 2012 but the draft bill 

was shelved again after opposition from High Court Chief Justices who labelled this an 

infringement of their rights. 

 Taking into account local laws, practices and customs which vary widely across States and 

even training judges in this line would be a problem. 

 The need to ensure reservation for locally domiciled citizens, the central selection 

mechanisms will throw up grave concerns impugning their utility and legality as judicial 

reforms. 

Way Forward: 

 It is through an all India judicial services examination conducted by the UPSC in order to 

maintain “high standards” in the judiciary. 

 In addition to proposing an AIJS as a solution for judicial vacancies, it may be more prudent 

to investigate the reasons and causes for the large number of vacancies in the poorly 

performing States. 

 AIJS is facing hurdles from the administrative block and also from High Courts, even though 

Supreme Court has asked for AIJS twice. 

 Therefore, AIJS should be designed in a manner to remove its shortcomings and it can be an 

effective solution to the vacancy in Judiciary. 

 Adequate judges can be made available only if they are recruited in large strength through 

AIJS just like we see in case of IAS, IPS, IFS and other civil services. Hence there should be no 

more delay. 

 Moreover, after the selection, a Judicial service officer can be provided sufficient training to 

handle the job. A meritocratic judiciary is the need of the hour which is possible with a 

competitive recruitment process. 

Examine the significance of North-East Council in the development of North-East 

India. (250 words) 
Reference:  Economic Times 
Why the question: 
Arunachal Pradesh Chief Minister has expressed that North-East Council (NEC) can be to north-
eastern states what the NITI Aayog is for the country – a one-point solution centre. 
Key Demand of the question: 
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One is expected to examine the significance of North-East Council in the development of North-East 
India. 
Directive: 
Examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we must look into the topic (content words) in detail, inspect it, 
investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so 
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with what North East council is. 
Body: 
It is the nodal agency for the economic and social development of the North-Eastern Region 
consisting of the eight States of Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, 
Nagaland, Sikkim, and Tripura. 
The Shillong-based advisory body was constituted in 1971 by an Act of Parliament, with a twin 
mandate of planning and facilitating development and to serve as a forum to address common 
security challenges of the region. 
Discuss the factors affecting performance of the NEC. 
Explain how the NEC can develop to become a one-point solution centre for north-east India. 
Conclusion: 
The northeast lies at the crossroads of ambitious international corridors — the Asian highway, the 
east-west corridor and the BCIM highway. NEC is expected to play a much greater role in view of the 
opening up of South-east Asian countries. Delhi is far too remote to plan for a region with such 
complexity and diversity. 
Introduction 

The North Eastern Council (NEC) is the nodal agency for the economic and social development of 

the North Eastern Region which consists of the eight States of Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Manipur, 

Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, Sikkim and Tripura. The North Eastern Council was constituted 

in 1971 by an Act of Parliament. The constitution of the Council has marked the beginning of a new 

chapter of concerted and planned endeavour for the rapid development of the Region. Over the last 

thirty-five years, NEC has been instrumental in setting in motion a new economic endeavour aimed 

at removing the basic handicaps that stood in the way of normal development of the region and has 

ushered in an era of new hope in this backward area full of great potentialities. 

Body 

Functions of North-East Council: 

 To discuss any matter in which some or all of the States represented in the Council have a 

common interest and advise the Central Government and the Governments of the States 

concerned as to the action to be taken on any such matter, particularly with regard to – 

o any matter of common interest in the field of economic and social planning; 

o any matter concerning inter-State Transport and Communications; 

o any matter relating to Power or Flood-control projects of common interest. 

 To formulate and forward proposals for securing the balanced development of the North-

Eastern Areas particularly with regard to – 

o a unified and coordinated Regional Plan, which will be in addition to the State Plan, 

in regard to matters of common importance to that area; 
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o prioritizing the projects and schemes included in the Regional Plan and recommend 

stages in which the Regional Plan may be implemented; and 

o regarding the location of the projects and schemes included in the Regional Plan to 

the Central. 

Significance of North-East Council: 

 India’s North East Region (NER) has a geo-strategic location—sharing borders with countries 

such as Bangladesh, Bhutan, China, Myanmar and Nepal—that makes it conducive to 

international trade. The region is also rich in natural resources and biodiversity. 

 The Shillong-based advisory body has a different standing vis-à-vis the five zonal councils, 

constituted under the States Reorganization Act,1956. 

 It was handed the remit of regional planning and ideation upon specific matters of shared 

interest — interstate transport, flood control and planning. However, for most part of its 

existence, NEC has fallen short of political expectations. 

 The NEC can play the role of an institutional anchor for constituent states, and help draw a 

blueprint of comprehensive development. 

 Given the region’s strategic significance, ministers of external affairs and commerce can also 

be included as members of the NEC. 

 This would demystify the Act East Policy and bring trade at the forefront of policy agenda of 

northeastern states. 

 The NER shares 90 percent of its boundary with our neighbours — Bangladesh, Bhutan, 

China, Myanmar and Nepal — and hence is strategically important as it serves as the only 

land link to East Asia, a  priority region for India’s foreign policy. Considering the region’s 

location, it has been termed as India’s gateway to East Asia. Therefore, developing the 

region is a necessity for the success of India’s East Asia policy. 

 Many of its connectivity projects in South East Asia will be passing through the North-

Eastern Region. 

 Also, the development of the region has become important to maintain its position as a 

regional power, which is now being contested by China. 

 With China launching the Belt & Road Initiative, India is under pressure to make sub-regional 

initiatives like the BIMSTEC (Bay of Bengal Multi-sectoral Technical and Economic 

Cooperation) and the BBIN (Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, and Nepal) successful, as many of the 

members of the BBIN and the BIMSTEC are also members of the BRI. 

 For the success of these initiatives, development of the region is crucial. 

Way forward: 

 NEC needs to sharpen its attention on four verticals, where the northeast offers a 

comparative advantage — hydropower, horticulture, ecotourism and trade. 

 With an estimated hydropower potential of nearly 60,000 MW, the region could become the 

powerhouse of India. 
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 The fertile land of northeast is producing exotic high value crops — tea, medicinal and 

aromatic plants, quinoa, kale, kiwi, orchids, dragon fruit, passion fruit, palm oil and large 

cardamom. 

 The region accounts for nearly three-fifth of India’s bamboo production, yet there is no 

comprehensive plan for its industrial application. 

 A holistic approach for horticulture and agriculture development embracing aggregation, 

processing and marketing in a hub and spoke model, is need of the hour. 

 An empowered NEC, must provide mentorship for planning and oversight in these priority 

sectors. 

 A professionally managed venture capital fund, which provides seed capital and hand 

holding support for startups would help nurture a new generation of young entrepreneurs. 

 A partnership with a leading academic institution, such as IIM-Shillong, will create an 

ecosystem for undertaking evidence based policy research. 

 Delhi is far too remote to plan for a region with such complexity and diversity. The NEC is 

ideally suited to take up this mantle, and serve as a bridge with the central government. 

 Leading up to the NEC turning 50 in 2022, this is an opportune occasion to take a fresh look 

at its mandate and dwell upon a course of reform. 

Conclusion 

Supply-chain constraints at the regional level hamper the trade-growth linkages, as do trade 

barriers, social unrest, and inadequate infrastructure. The unique character of the northeast, poses 

distinct cultural, economic and strategic challenges. There is an obvious need for a forum to address 

the big picture, harmonising competing policy goals, in a spirit of cooperative federalism. The 

transition of NITI Aayog could serve as a template for a suitable reincarnation of the North Eastern 

Council. 

 

Discuss the role played by judiciary in alleviating the distress faced by the migrants 

since the pandemic hit our country. (15M) 
Reference: The Hindu 
Why the question? 
A slew of directives passed by the courts in India in recent times to alleviate the distress caused to 
migrant workers 
Key demand of the question: 
Judiciary’s effort in dealing with migrant woes since the pandemic hit 
Directive 
Discuss: 
Throw light on various perspectives and present a logical argument. 
Structure of the answer 
Introduction: 
Give any relevant data with regards to impact of pandemic induced lockdown on migrants in our 
country. 
Body 
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List out the various directives given by the courts in India to alleviate the distress. Ex: food and travel 
arrangements insisted on by the court, identity proof should not be insisted upon by the governments 
since the labourers might not be able to furnish it, court called upon the State governments to 
arrange transportation for workers who need to return to their homes etc 
Conclusion 
Briefly mention what systems are needed to be put in place to give effect to these guidelines 
Introduction 

The coronavirus pandemic has exposed emerging India’s underbelly — the migrant workers. The 

Supreme Court on June 29 pronounced its judgment in the migrant labourers case. The case was 

initiated last year after the national lockdown was announced on March 24. Noting the difficulties 

being faced by the migrant labour population, the bench has emphasized the need for immediate 

government support for the stranded migrant labourer families. 

Body 

Issues faced by the migrant labourers: 

 Migrant workers formone-fourth of India’s population. 

 They are not able to get jobs that may satisfy their basic needs. 

 There is a large number of such migrants who do not possess any card. This is because of 

poverty and lack of education.  

 The work on the National Database for Unorganised Workers (NDUW) portalhas not been 

completed. It was ordered to be completed in 2018. 

 NDUW portal is a ₹45.39 crore project to register and identify migrant workers and 

unorganised labourers to ensure their rights, welfare and food security. 

Role played by Judiciary in alleviating the distress of migrant labourers: 

 The court has laid down numerous guidelinesto provide relief to workers and efficiently 

tackle the problem till the threat of COVID-19 subsides. 

 In the orders pronounced in May 2021that dry ration be provided to migrants who want to 

return to their homes. 

 The Bench directed that “wide publicity” should be given to welfare schemes for migrant 

workers, including locations of community kitchens, so that needy persons would benefit. 

 Noting that the central government’s Aatmanirbhar scheme ensured providing of dry rations 

only to migrant workers covered under the Food Security Act, that is, people with ration 

cards, the court observed that the unorganised labourers, wandering from one place of work 

to another in mega cities, could not be expected to have ration cards. 

 In this direction, the SC has asked the States to file affidavits indicating the mechanism by 

which the state’s plan to distribute dry ration to migrant workers who do not possess a 

ration card. 

 Further, the court said that identity proof should not be insistedupon by the governments 

since the labourers might not be able to furnish it. 
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 The court called upon the State governments to arrange transportation for workerswho 

need to return to their homes. 

 The Supreme Court fixedJuly 31 as the deadline for the States to implement the ‘One 

nation One Ration Card’ 

 Under this scheme, the States are to complete the registration of migrant workers in order 

to provide dry ration to them 

 The top court also directed the State governments to run community kitchensfor migrant 

workers. 

 In the order passed on June 29,the court affirmed the Right to Food under Article 21 of the 

Constitution. 

 In furtherance of this, the court asked the States to formulate their own schemes and issue 

food grains to migrants. 

 This is an indispensable step to keep more than a fourth of the population of the country 

safe and healthy during the pandemic. 

 The court directed the Ministry of Labour and Employment to ensure that the National 

Database for Unorganised Workers is updated by July 31. 

 Finally, the top courtrecognised the need for direct cash benefit transfer to workers in the 

unorganised sector. But it did not issue any guidelines for the same, as the workers need to 

be covered by the States themselves. 

 The Bench directed the States/Union Territories to register establishments and license 

contractors under the Inter¬State Migrant Workmen (Regulation of Employment and 

Conditions of Service) Act, 1979 and ensure that they provided the authorities complete 

details of the workers employed with them. 

Challenges in implementation of directives of Hon’ble SC: 

 It is unlikely that a standardised system can be developed by states for implementing the 

ONORC scheme within the deadline prescribed by the court. 

 Many States do not have the necessary infrastructure to run and maintain community 

kitchens on such a large scale. 

 Migrant workers keep moving in search of employment, and therefore it is difficult to cover 

all of them under state government schemes. 

Way forward: 

 The Supreme Court has given a purposive declaration in the case, but the bulk of the 

judgment seems declaratory rather than mandatory. 

 In order to efficiently implement the orders of the court, the State governments need to 

work with the Centre closely. 

 With the third wave of COVID-19 infections looming, it is imperative to ensure that 

government machinery works to its full potential and robust systems are developed to 

withstand the challenges. 
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 The five ‘R’s — Recognise, Register, Responsibility, Ration card, and Residence, could help 

alleviate the crisis faced by the migrant labourers to great extent. 

o First, recognise them. The attitude of all stakeholders towards the migrants must 

change. It is the job of the state and central governments, the district administration 

and the local self-government bodies to recognise the existence and dignity of 

migrant labourers. 

o Secondly, register them. The local administrations must register all the new and old 

migrants living in their cities. The states must maintain a register of all migrant 

labourers. They must ask all migrant labourers coming from any part of India to first 

enrol themselves with the local municipality. This will allow the workers to seek help 

in the times of crisis such as these. 

o Third is responsibility. The governments must look at the migrant labourers as their 

responsibility. the states will have to take up the issues of migrants on priority and 

provide them with some sort of temporary identity card. Before doing anything to 

help the migrants, the states must accept their importance. Since they are primarily 

serving the interests of the state, their well-being is the responsibility of the state 

governments. 

o Fourth ‘R’ that can help migrants is their ration cards and the public distribution 

system (PDS). The migrant labourers lose access to the PDS once they move out of 

their native places for work. For last couple of years, various governments have 

been trying to squeeze the number of beneficiaries of the PDS. 

o The last one is residence. The central and state governments must jointly think 

about the migrants’ housing problem. 

 Account for the role played by public prosecutors in ensuring a fair justice system in 

the country. (250 words) 

Reference:  The Hindu 
Why the question: 
The article highlights the role of public prosecutors in ensuring a fair justice system. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Account for the role played by public prosecutors in ensuring a fair justice system in the country. 
Directive: 
Account – Weigh up to what extent something is true. Persuade the reader of your argument by 
citing relevant research but also remember to point out any flaws and counter- arguments as well. 
Conclude by stating clearly how far you are in agreement with the original proposition. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with who a public prosecutor is and her/his role in judiciary. 
Body: 
The answer body must explain in detail that the public prosecutor has an ethical obligation to 
balance the interests of the victims, the accused, and society. His/her conduct shouldn’t be of a 
persecutor aiming to persistently harass the accused. 
Discuss role of public prosecutor in criminal justice system with examples. 
The public prosecutors represent the public and are not mere mouthpieces for law enforcement 
agencies. They have an ethical obligation to seek justice balancing the interests of the victims of 
crime, society, and those accused of crimes. 
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Conclusion: 
Thus, public prosecutors who support criminal justice reform can be a powerful force for altering the 
culture of under trial detention. 
Introduction 

A Public Prosecutor is considered as the agent of the state to represent the interest of common 

people in the criminal justice system. The prosecution of the accused is the duty of the state but not 

individually the duty of the aggrieved party. They are appointed in almost all countries. In the case 

of Babu vs State of Kerala, the Court observed that Public Prosecutors are ministers of justice who 

is duty bound to assist the judge in the administration of justice. 

The Public Prosecutor is defined in Section 24 of Cr.P.C. They serve as the basic principle of Rule of 

Law i.e. auld alteram partem (no person shall be condemned unheard). 

Body 

Functions 

The functions of the Public Prosecutor differ according to their designation. 

 Public Prosecutor– supervise the function exercised by the Additional Public Prosecutor in 

Session Court and High Court. 

 Chief Prosecutor– supervise the functions exercised by Assistant Public Prosecutor in 

Metropolitan Magistrate Court. 

 Additional Prosecutor- conduct criminal proceedings in the Session Court. 

 Assistant Public Prosecutor- they examine the charge sheet prepared by agencies and 

submit the acquittal or discharge. They also are responsible for the evaluation of evidence 

and filing revisions petitions. They also conduct the criminal proceedings in the Court of 

Metropolitan Magistrate. 

 Director of Prosecution- it is the head office. They exercise the overall control and 

supervision of officers of Directorate. They also look after the Account Branches. 

Role of the Public prosecutor: 

Role of Public Prosecutors 

 In the investigating process: 

o To make an appearance in the Court and obtain an arrest warrant 

o To obtain search warrants for conducting a search in specified premises 

o To obtain police custody remand for interrogation (including custodial interrogation) 

of the accused 

o To initiate a proceeding for the declaration of the non-traceable offender as the 

proclaimed offender 

o To record the evidence of accused in the police report regarding the advisability of 

the prosecutions 

 At the time of trial: 
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o Sentencing- when the accused is proven guilty, then the defence counsel and the 

Public Prosecutor further argue to decide the quantum of punishment. 

o At this stage, the Public Prosecutor may argue for the adequate punishment keeping 

in mind the facts, circumstances of case and gravity of the offence. 

o It helps the judge to arrive at a judicious decision. 

o To conduct a speedy trial- Right to a speedy trial is a fundamental right and it is 

impliedly given in Article 21of Constitution of India which states “Right to life and 

Personal Liberty”. 

o The prosecutors have a responsibility to call all the witnesses whose evidence is 

essential to decide the case. 

o To cross-examine the witness and to see that no witness if left unexamined. 

o To produce all the necessary documents. 

o Public prosecutors also have a role in narrative building. Since they present the 

state’s case in criminal trials, they build narratives of criminality and criminalisation. 

o Daniel Richman describes them as “adjudicative gatekeepers” who play a key role 

in translating criminal “law on the books” to criminal “law in action.” 

o Such narratives are especially pernicious in cases involving alleged terrorist activities 

and “anti-nationals”, where anxieties about the security of the state already haunt 

the imagination of those in the criminal justice system and ordinary citizens. 

o Thus, public prosecutors who support criminal justice reform can be a powerful 

force for altering the culture of undertrial detention. 

 Other Important Roles 

o The Public Prosecutor cannot aggravate the facts of the case or deny to examine the 

witness whose evidence may weaken the case. The main aim must be to discover 

the truth. 

o He should not defend the accused. It is against the fair play of administration of 

justice or against the legal profession. 

o He represents the State, not police. He is an Officer of State and is appointed by 

State Government. He is not a part of any investigating agencies but an independent 

authority. He is charged with statutory duties. 

o Superintendent of; police or District Magistrate cannot compel to the Public 

Prosecutor to withdraw the case. 

o If there is an issue which is raised by defence counsel and failed, it should be 

brought out in the notice of the court by Public Prosecutor. 

o To ensure that justice is done. 

Conclusion 
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The commission of a criminal act is commonly regarded as an offence against the State which to be 

dealt with by the Criminal Justice machinery of the State Executive. Therefore, on thorough 

considerations of the above material, it is crystal clear that it is not the duty of Public Prosecutors to 

quest conviction at all cost. Nor, is their duty to act as an avenging angle for the victim. On the 

contrary, their fundamental duty is to ensure that justice is delivered and in pursuance of this they 

should lay before the court all relevant evidence including the evidence that favours the 

accused. The public prosecutor has an ethical obligation to balance the interests of the victims, the 

accused, and society. 

Supreme Court’s judgment in M.K. Ranjithsinh case shall pave way for upholding the 

biocentric principles of coexistence with adequate intend from Government for 

stringent implementation, do you agree? Comment. (250 words) 
Reference:  The Hindu 
Why the question: 
In a recent ruling, the Supreme Court of India has sought to move away from an anthropocentric 
basis of law. Thus the question. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss in detail in what way the judgment can pave way for upholding the biocentric principles of 
coexistence with adequate intend from Government for stringent implementation. 
Directive: 
Comment– here we have to express our knowledge and understanding of the issue and form an 
overall opinion thereupon. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with what you understand by biocentric approach. 
Body: 
The answer body must have the following aspects covered: 
Firstly present an argument of Biocentrism vs. Anthropocentrism. 
Explain that the philosophy of biocentrism holds that the natural environment has its own set of 
rights which is independent of its ability to be exploited by or to be useful to humans. 
Biocentrism often comes into conflict with anthropocentrism. 
Talk about the recent rulings; the Supreme Court in M.K. Ranjitsinh & Others vs. Union of India & 
Others, said that in all cases where the overhead lines in power projects exist, the governments of 
Rajasthan and Gujarat shall take steps forthwith to install bird diverters. 
Discuss evolution of right of nature laws in constitutions. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with importance. 
Introduction 

The Great Indian Bustard, a gravely endangered species, with hardly about 200 alive in India 

today, came under the protective wings of the Supreme Court of India in a recent judgment. The 

Court said, in M.K. Ranjitsinh & Others vs Union of India & Others, that in all cases where the 

overhead lines in power projects exist, the governments of Rajasthan and Gujarat shall take steps 

forthwith to install bird diverters pending consideration of the conversion of overhead cables into 

underground power lines. 

Thus, the Supreme Court of India has upheld Biocentrism and sought to move away from an 

anthropocentric basis of law. 

Body 
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Biocentric approach: 

 The philosophy of biocentrism or ecocentrism holds that the natural environment has its 

own set of rights, which is independent of its ability to be exploited by or to be useful to 

humans. 

 Biocentrism often comes into conflict with anthropocentrism. 

 In protecting the birds, the Court has affirmed and emphasised the biocentric values of eco-

preservation. 

 A noteworthy instance of the application of anthropocentrism in the legal world is in that of 

the “Snail darter” case in the United States. 

 The Indian judiciary earlier was inclined towards anthropocentrism. But gradually, it 

has shifted more towards ecocentrism. 

 Godavarman case, 2012: In this case, the court explained the ecocentric approach and 

elaborated on the necessary application of the same. 

 Centre for Environment Law, WWFI v. Union of India case, 2013: The court threw light on 

the intrinsic value of all living beings, irrespective of the fact that they were instrumental for 

human survival or not. 

Need for such a bio-centric approach: 

 About 50 years ago, there were 4,50,000 lions in Africa. Today, there are hardly 20,000. 

 Indiscriminate monoculture farming in the forests of Borneo and Sumatra is leading to 

theextinction of orangutans. 

 Rhinos are hunted for the so-called medicinal value of their horns and are slowly becoming 

extinct. 

 From the time humans populated Madagascar about 2,000 years ago, about 15 to 20 species 

of Lemurs, which are primates, have become extinct. 

 The compilation prepared by the International Union for Conservation of Naturelists 

about 37,400 species that are gravely endangered; and the list is ever growing. 

Way forward: 

 The conversion to ecocentrism overnight is impossible,especially in the developed 

societies because of their heavy reliance on resources and generation of waste. 

 So, abandoning anthropocentrism is impossible instantly; however, we can distinguish our 

nature-consumption outcomes and intervene when the need is vital to our survival, and 

not because it is a desire or interest. For example, 

 Interfering with the environment to build a golf course is unethical because they are hardly 

essential for survival 

Conclusion 

In conclusion, if humanity is born with greediness, it is intelligent enough to see that it is only facing 

a dark future by the following anthropocentrism. Granting a tree, a mountain and a bird its intrinsic 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia


INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 

 
 

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia  Page 41 

value i.e. Right of Nature laws is the first step towards a biocentric world and a better planet. In 

times like this the Supreme Court’s judgment in M.K. Ranjithsinh upholding the biocentric principles 

of coexistence is a shot in the arm for nature conservation. 

Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation. 

Discuss briefly what BharatNet Project is and bring out the challenges associated with 

its implementation while suggesting solutions to address them . (250 words) 
Reference:  Economic Times 
Why the question: 
The government has recently allocated Rs 19,041-crore for expansion and up gradation of BharatNet. 
Thus the question. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Explain briefly the BharatNet Project and bring out the challenges along with solutions to it. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
The second and final phase of BharatNet project was launched in 2017. Under the project, the 
government aims to connect 1.5 lakh panchayats through 10 lakh kilometres of additional optical 
fibre and give bandwidth to telecom players at nearly 75 per cent cheaper price for broadband and 
wifi services in rural areas. 
Body: 
Discuss in detail the BharatNet project. BharatNet Project is the world’s largest rural broadband 
connectivity programme using Optical fibre. It is implemented by Bharat Broadband Network Limited 
(BBNL) – a special purpose vehicle under the Telecom Ministry and is the Government of India’s 
ambitious rural internet connectivity programme. 
Expansion of broadband to each village through BharatNet public-private partnership model has 
been earmarked as a part of Digital India Quantum Digital. 
Discuss the hurdles in achieving the set target; lack of approved detailed project report, non-existent 
project implementing agencies, and non-availability of funds, Right of way (RoW) issues etc. 
Conclusion: 
Suggest what needs to be done and conclude with importance. 
Introduction 

BharatNet is a project of national importance to establish, by 2017, a highly scalable network 

infrastructure accessible on a non-discriminatory basis, to provide on demand, affordable broadband 

connectivity of 2 Mbps to 20 Mbps for all households and on demand capacity to all institutions, to 

realise the vision of Digital India, in partnership with States and the private sector. The objective is to 

facilitate the delivery of e-governance, e-health, e-education, e-banking, Internet and other services 

to the rural India. 

The Union Cabinet recently approved a revised implementation strategy for the BharatNet project 

by opting for public-private partnership mode in 16 states to cover around 3,60,000 villages at a 

total cost of Rs 29,430 crore. Of this, the government will provide Rs 19,041 crore as viability gap 

funding. 
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Body 

BharatNet Project: 

 National Optical Fibre Network (NoFN) which is now renamed as BharatNet project was 

launched in 2012. 

 The project aims to provide affordable broadband services to citizens and institutions in 

rural and remote areas, in partnership with States and the private sector. 

 It involves connecting all the 2,50,000 Gram Panchayats in the country to the block 

headquarters for provision of both bandwidth and dark fibre on a universal and non-

discriminatory basis. 

 The network is capable of providing scalable bandwidth of up to 1 GBPS. 

 The entire project is being funded by Universal Service Obligation Fund (USOF), which was 

set up for improving telecom services in rural and remote areas of the country. 

 Bharat Broadband Nigam Ltd(BBNL) was created as the special purpose vehicle created to 

execute the project. 

 BharatNet will now extend up to all inhabited villages beyond the gram panchayats (GPs) in 

the said states. 

 Over 3.6 lakh villages over 16 states of the country will be covered under the expanded 

BharatNet programme. 

 The revised strategy includes creation, upgradation, operation, maintenance and utilisation 

of BharatNet by the concessionaire who will be selected by a competitive international 

bidding process. 

 The states to be covered under the revised plan are Kerala, Karnataka, Rajasthan, Himachal 

Pradesh, Punjab, Haryana, Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, West Bengal, Assam, Meghalaya, 

Manipur, Mizoram, Tripura, Nagaland and Arunachal Pradesh. 

Challenges: 

BharatNet is a mega project, widely dispersed to the remotest corners of the country. Among the 

various challenges faced in its execution are: 

 The scheme has failed to deliver on its objective of triggering a broadband revolution across 

the country. 

 The project has been marred with delays and multiple extensions. 

 The quality of connectivity and the range of services provided at the last mile remains the 

key. 

 Till date, 1.56 lakh out of the 2.5 lakh village panchayats have been connected with 

broadband. BharatNet has achieved little in terms of actual connectivity and utilisation. 

 Maintaining coordination among multiple stakeholders including CPSUs, state governments, 

state implementation agencies, project implementation agencies and suppliers; 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia


INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 

 
 

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia  Page 43 

 Working in remote and difficult terrain, especially hilly areas, rocky terrain and left-wing 

extremism-affected regions; 

 Limited availability of experienced executing agencies/resources to take up simultaneous 

work throughout the country; 

 Delays in right-of-way permissions, especially for defence, forest areas and highways; 

 Unavailability of suitable government buildings or custodians for equipment installation in 

GPs; 

 Change of government/bureaucracy in states, affecting continuity; 

 BSNL’s stressed financials, affecting progress; 

 Delay in the finalisation of tenders by the state and implementing agencies; 

 Frequent lockdowns amidst the Covid-19 crisis. 

Measures needed: 

 The solution here could be to reshape the mandate of BBNL and review the role that the 

State should play in infrastructure creation for BharatNet. BBNL should function as a 

coordinating authority, rather than performing full implementation functions. 

 State governments must be brought on board to ensure that the project gets adequate 

support at the district and panchayat levels. 

 All resources and energies would have to be mobilised so that all gram panchayats are 

reached in the shortest possible time. 

 A thorough inquiry into the effectiveness and outcomes of the money already spent is also 

needed. 

 The need of the hour is to get the support of private players through investments to take the 

vision of BharatNet forward, providing broadband connectivity on a non-discriminatory basis 

universally to the entire rural population and institutions, as per demand and at an 

affordable price. 

 In terms of implementation, we can look at some models which have been adopted in other 

countries. In Australia, the Australian Broadband Guarantee (ABG) program was started in 

2007, in response to data which showed that internet services were not available for rural 

and remote areas. A one-time incentive payment was offered to internet service providers 

to supply broadband services in eligible areas. 

 Estonia follows a model where communications undertakings, are invited to provide 

universal service in a designated area. The price for the service is to be fixed by the State, 

and there is a provision to compensate the undertaking for any losses incurred in providing 

universal service. 

 In India, we can perhaps look at the model of how when there was a need to expand access 

to banking services for people in rural areas, the State had stepped in by imposing a specific 

mandate for banks to open a specified number of new branches in rural and underserved 

areas if they want to expand. 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia


INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 

 
 

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia  Page 44 

Conclusion 

Bharat’s need for internet connectivity is extremely urgent, both for accessing State services and 

information as well as for personal consumption. As the government announces a National 

Broadband Mission, one hopes that the name change is not merely cosmetic, and also carries with it 

an updated strategy and implementation design which can create the infrastructure needed for 

people to have access to a better quality of life. 

  

Discuss in what way New Education Policy through integration of vocational and 

formal education emphasizes on creation of an institutional framework with holistic 

approach towards of development skills. (250 words) 

Reference: The Hindu 

Introduction 

The success of any endeavour is an interplay of capital, collaboration, regulatory mechanisms and, 

most importantly, the scientific and technological know-how, put simply, skills. In India, many 

initiatives have been undertaken in the skills sector by governments in the last decade. However, 

outcomes are still elusive. According to the UNDP’s Human Development Report-2020, only 21.1 

per cent of the labour force was skilled in the period 2010-2019 in India. 

Body 

The National Education Policy 2020 aims to bring transformational reforms in school and higher 

education and thus shape India into a global knowledge superpower. 

Issues in Skill Development 

 Piecemeal Approach:The piecemeal approach to skilling can be seen in this year’s Budget 

which has allocated ₹3,000 crore to realign the National Apprenticeship Training scheme but 

has restricted it to only engineering stream and not to other science and arts streams. 

 Overburdened Responsibility: Phase III of Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana, launched to 

impart skills development to over 8 lakh persons in 2020-21. 

 However, it suffers from excessive reliance on the District Skills Development Committees, 

chaired by District Collectors, who would not be able to prioritise this role, given their other 

assignments. 

 Discontinuity in Policy Process:The National Skill Development Agency (NSDA), created in 

2013 for resolving the inter-ministerial and inter-departmental issues and eliminating 

duplicates of efforts of the Centre. 

 However, it has been now subsumed as part of the National Council for Vocational Training 

(NCVT). 

 This reflects not only discontinuity in the policy process, but also some obfuscation among 

policy makers. 

 Humongous Number of New Entrants:According to a 2019 study by the National Skills 

Development Corporation (NSDC), 7 crore additional people in the working-age of 15-59 

years are expected to enter the labour force by 2023. 
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 Given the sheer magnitude of youth to be skilled, it is paramount that the policy efforts are 

adequate in all respects. 

 Employers’ Unwillingness:India’s joblessness issue is not only a skills problem, it is 

representative of the lack of appetite of industrialists and SMEs for recruiting. 

 Due to limited access to credit because of Banks’ NPAs, investment rate has declined and 

thus has a negative impact on job creation. 

NEP as a Solution 

 Ending Separation Between Education & Skills:There is a need to end the artificial 

separation of the education system into formal and vocational shall end with such enabling 

frameworks allowing seamless integration. 

 The New Education Policy (NEP) 2020envisaged a right policy as it emphasises on integration 

of vocational and formal education both at school and higher education levels. 

 The NEP also proposed a pilot ‘hub-n-spoke’ model with the conceptual framework of ITI 

becoming a ‘Hub’ for providing VET related training and exposure to students of adjoining 5-

7 schools. 

 Skills survey:Surveys can help to find the exact skill requirements from the employers. 

 Vocational education beginning from class 6 with internships (As per NEP) will help in better 

mapping of the skill sets and interests of children and help in fostering the same. 

 Analysis of such surveys would help in designing course structures of the training programs 

and thus standardized course curriculum or training delivery systems can be developed. 

 Enhanced Expenditure on Education and Training:In the long run, Skill India will also not be 

enough if government expenditures in education remain low and if, therefore, the ground 

isn’t prepared for proper training. 

 In this case, the proposal of NEP to enhance public expenditure on education to 6% of GDP is 

a step in the right direction. 

 Imbibing International Success Models:India needs to learn from technical and vocational 

training/education models in China, Germany, Japan, Brazil, and Singapore, who had similar 

challenges in the past, along with learning from its own experiences to adopt a 

comprehensive model that can bridge the skill gaps and ensure employability of youths. 

Conclusion 

To make Bharat Aatmanirbhar, all the skilling efforts need to be brought under one platform to 

eliminate silos and duplications. A sturdy institutional framework with practical and real pathways to 

change course between mainstream and vocational programmes needs to be put in place. 

 Despite large scale usage, the Aadhaar system still has some inherent disadvantages 

in the country, critically analyse. (250 words) 

Reference:  Indian Express 
Why the question: 
The article brings to us the issues and concerns around Aadhaar and its architectural flaws. 
Key Demand of the question: 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-editorials/national-education-policy-nep-2020
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/atmanirbhar-bharat-and-economic-stimulus
https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/flaw-in-aadhaar-architecture-uidai-card-enrolment-7389133/


INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 

 
 

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia  Page 46 

Critically analyse in what way despite large scale usage, the Aadhaar system still has some inherent 
disadvantages in the country. 
Directive: 
Critically analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or 
nature of the topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
When ‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the 
topic and give a fair judgment. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with a brief on Aadhaar system. 
Body: 
Discuss the concerns associated with Aadhaar system such as – The problem is that the only record 
many people have of their Aadhaar number is their Aadhaar card. If they lose the card, then they 
might not be able to retrieve their Aadhaar number. The UIDAI website gave clear instructions on 
how to retrieve a lost Aadhaar number, but only for those who have a registered mobile or email 
address in the Aadhaar database. 
Explain other concerns associated with it. 
Suggest what can be done. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
Introduction: 

Aadhaar number is a 12-digit random number issued by the UIDAI Authority under Aadhaar Act to 

the residents of India after satisfying the verification process laid down by the Authority. Any 

individual, irrespective of age and gender, who is a resident of India, may voluntarily enrol to obtain 

Aadhaar number. There are now 1.24 billion Aadhaar numbers in India, covering approximately 98% 

of the country’s population (using 2011 Census projections). 

The recent ordeal of a poor Musahar woman, Reena Devi, exposes a serious flaw in Aadhaar’s 

architecture: Some people are unable to retrieve their Aadhaar number if they have lost it. 

Body 
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Aadhaar and welfare delivery: 

 In 2016, the government mandated its use in welfare programme delivery. 

 Proponents argue that Aadhaar, by providing a unique identity and allowing biometric 

authentication, delivers the gains to actual beneficiaries, instead of fake or duplicates, 

thereby cutting leakages. 

 The expansion in reach has enabled Aadhaar to become an integral component of several 

flagship government programmes. 

 This includes the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme 

(MGNREGS) and the public distribution system (PDS), two of India’s largest welfare 

programmes where nearly 90% of beneficiaries are linked to Aadhaar (Aadhaar-seeded). 

 Jan-Dhan accounts, which are Aadhaar-seeded, are now being used for programme delivery 

via direct benefit transfer (DBT) and are part of the much-vaunted JAM (Jan Dhan-Aadhaar-

Mobile) trinity. 

 The 2014-15 Economic Survey heralded JAM as a potential game changer because DBT 

through JAM can circumvent corrupt intermediaries and reduce market distortions. 

 Over the last two years, DBT has significantly picked up. In 2018-19, ₹2 trillion (around 8% of 

total government expenditure) was delivered through DBT into beneficiary accounts 

according to the DBT Mission. Within this, transfers for MGNREGS and PAHAL (the LPG 

subsidy) are the largest components. 

 The DBT Mission estimates that Aadhaar and DBT have helped save the government around 

₹1.2 trillion since 2014. 

Case study: Jharkhand, where not having Aadhaar could starve you to death: 

 Around half-a-dozen people have allegedly died of starvation in Jharkhand in the last six 

months. 

 Most of them were reportedly denied rations from the Public Distribution System shops for 

failing to have Aadhaar-based biometric authentication. 

 Two women in different districts in Jharkhand died of alleged starvation last week, 

prompting Chief Minister to order a probe. 

 The government reports said the women were sick; family members claimed they died of 

hunger. 

Concerns: 

 Inclusion-Exclusion errors: 

o The government claims that Aadhaar has generated savings by eliminating duplicate 

and fake beneficiaries. However, savings could simply be a result of Aadhaar 

excluding genuine beneficiaries. 

o In a 2017 study published in the Economic and Political Weekly, economist Jean 

Dreze and others pointed out that Aadhaar-based authentication in Jharkhand’s PDS 
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has led to serious exclusion problems and prevented vulnerable groups, such as 

widows and the elderly, from accessing their entitlements. 

o State of Aadhaar Report 2017-18, IDinsight, a development consultancy, uses 

survey data from Andhra Pradesh, Rajasthan and West Bengal to estimate that 

around two million individuals every month are excluded from the PDS because of 

Aadhaar-related reasons. 

 Privacy and Security concerns: 

o Most developed countries have already dropped the idea of having Aadhaar-like 

identification system to protect people’s privacy. 

o Even the US, one of the first countries in the world to have a national identification 

number for its citizens, does not collect fingerprints or scan iris to create social 

security number (SSN) 

o Unlike India, the US has a privacy law that makes it unlawful for government 

agencies to deny benefits just because the individual refuses to disclose his SSN. 

 Systemic corruption still persists: 

o Aadhaar-based authentication increases transaction costs, including time spent 

collecting grains, and did little to decrease corruption in the PDS 

 Technical flaws: 

o Aadhaar-related reasons tend to be failures in biometric authentication (for 

example, fingerprints not being recognized) and connectivity issues, which are 

particularly acute in rural areas. 

o Given these problems, the shift to Aadhaar-based authentication in the PDS has not 

enjoyed universal support. For instance, in Andhra Pradesh only 55% of 

beneficiaries’ preferred Aadhaar authentication in the PDS, while in Rajasthan the 

figure was 67%. 

 Global impacts not considered: 

o The PAHAL savings estimate (₹56,000 crore) does not account for a slump in global 

oil prices since 2014. The bigger problem, though, is the lack of clarity about the 

source of Aadhaar-related savings. 

Way forward: 

Policy measures: 

 Government should assure the citizens that it has the technology and systems to protect the 

data collected. 

 It should assure the citizens of India that it will do everything possible to prevent 

unauthorised disclosure of or access to such data. 

 It should recognise all dimensions of the right to privacy and address concerns about data 

safety, protection from unauthorised interception, surveillance, use of personal identifiers 

and bodily privacy. 
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 Supreme Court’s recent judgement in the Aadhaar case makes Aadhaar mandatory for 

availing facilities of welfare schemes and government subsidies as it empowers the poor and 

marginalised. 

 An independent and participatory review of the system is long overdue 

 A data protection law with strong protective provisions is need of the hour. 

Technological measures: 

 Designating UID databases as “critical infrastructure”. 

 Crafting an encryption policy that specifically addresses encryption for Aadhaar-enabled 

apps.  Security testing of all Aadhaar-enabled applications. 

 Encouraging device-level encryption for mobile phones and laptop computers. 

 Creating a Computer Emergency Response Team to monitor attacks on Aadhaar. 

 Working with the private sector at forums like the International Electronic and Electrical 

Engineers (IEEE) and the Internet Engineering Task Force to create interoperable security 

standards for platforms relying on national identity databases. 

Conclusion: 

Policymakers should focus more on beneficiary experience and the context in which programmes 

operate in. This, more than fiscal savings, should inform how Aadhaar is deployed to improve 

programme delivery. 

  

 

The unrelenting practice of Section 66A of the Information Technology (IT) Act, even 

after it was struck down as unconstitutional, is worrisome. Examine. (250 words) 
Reference:  The Hindu 
Why the question: 
The Supreme Court found it distressing that people were still booked and tried under Section 66A of 
the Information Technology (IT) Act even six years after it struck down the provision as 
unconstitutional and a violation of free speech.  Thus the question. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Critically examine the usage of Section 66A of IT Act and in what way it is still worrisome. 
Directive: 
Examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we must look into the topic (content words) in detail, inspect it, 
investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so 
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with description of Section 66 A of IT Act. 
Body: 
Section 66A gave authorities the power to arrest anyone accused of posting content on social media 
that could be deemed ‘offensive’. 
Explain that it provided punishment for sending offensive messages through communication services. 
Under the section, a conviction could fetch a maximum of three years in jail and a fine. 
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In Shreya Singhal v. Union of India (2015), the Supreme Court in 2015 had scrapped Section 66A of 
the IT Act, 2000. 
The court ruled that as it did not distinguish between speech that was merely “offensive or annoying” 
and that which was guilty of inciting a disruption of public order, Section 66A was liable to have a 
chilling effect on free speech. 
Discuss the challenges associated.  Suggest remedies to it. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with solutions to address the issue at hand. 
Introduction 

The Supreme Court found it “distressing”, “shocking” and “terrible” that people were still booked 

and tried under Section 66A of the Information Technology Act even six years after the Supreme 

Court struck down the provision as unconstitutional and a violation of free speech. 

Section 66A of the IT Act has continued to be in use not only within police stations but also in cases 

before trial courts across India. 

As many as a total of 745 cases are still pending and active before the Districts Courts in 11 States, 

wherein accused persons are being prosecuted for offences under Section 66A of the IT Act,” the 

PUCL stated. 

Body 

Section 66A defined the punishment for sending “offensive” messages through a computer or any 

other communication device like a mobile phone or a tablet. A conviction fetched a maximum of 

three years in jail and a fine. 

In Shreya Singhal vs Union of India, Supreme Court declared section 66A of IT Act, 2000 as 

unconstitutional. The court ruled that the speech howsoever offensive, annoying or inconvenient 

cannot be prosecuted unless its utterance has, at the least, a proximate connection with any 

incitement or disruption in public order. 

Challenges of section 66a of IT Act 

 The SC had noted that Section 66A arbitrarily, excessively and disproportionately invades the 

right of free speech, under article 19(1) (a) of the Constitution, and upsets the balance 

between such right and the reasonable restrictions that may be imposed on such right and 

the definition of offences under the provision was open-ended and undefined. 

 The court also said that the provision used expressions “completely open-ended and 

undefined” and every expression used was “nebulous” in meaning. 

 What may be offensive to one may not be offensive to another. 

 What may cause annoyance or inconvenience to one may not cause annoyance or 

inconvenience to another. 

 Even the expression ‘persistently’ is completely imprecise. 

 Section 66A had extremely wide parameters, which allowwhimsical interpretations by law 

enforcement agencies. 

 There was no clarityover terms like offensive, grossly menacing, causing annoyance, etc. 

opening it to many interpretations. 
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 It outlawed all political satire, cartoons, caricatures and spoof writing indirectly. 

Conclusion 

India’s IT Act provides legal remedies for a just a handful of cyber-crimes & many have been left out. 

The new kinds of cyber-crimes are emerging on a daily basis, which was facilitated by 

the vagueness of Sec 66A. 

The ruling will only mean several steps backwards for the govt. and the country on this aspect. 

However, it maybe very difficult to prove instances of cyber stalking, bullying or annoyance by 

applying provisions of the non-Internet world. These activities are easily facilitated by the instant 

nature of the Internet. 

 

Critically examine if the government has adhered to its stated objective of ‘Minimum 

government-Maximum governance’. (15M) 
Reference: The Hindu 
Why the question? 
Recent cabinet reshuffle 
Key demand of the question: 
Debating whether the government is adhering to ‘Minimum government-Maximum governance’ 
principle 
Directive 
Critically examine: When asked to ‘Examine’, we have to look into the topic (content words) in detail, 
inspect it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While 
doing so we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. When 
‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the topic and 
give a fair judgment. 
Structure of the answer 
Introduction 
Define what you understand by ‘Minimum government-Maximum governance’ in a brief manner 
Body 
List out the various steps taken by the government to realize the goal: setting up of NITI AYOG, 
allocating similar ministries under one cabinet minister, combining various ministries with 
similarities, easing of compliance in various sectors, privatizing public sector enterprises etc 
List the areas where this has not been met: the size of the government is still large, quality of 
governance is still inadequate, delay in decision-making on crucial projects etc 
Suggest suitable way forward in this situation 
Conclusion 
Summarize the importance of Minimum government-maximum governance in the Indian scenario in 
a brief manner. 
Introduction 

‘Minimum government, maximum governance’ is the dictum the present government has been 

professing since it came to power. It refers to reducing the role of government where it is in excess 

(minimum government) and making a citizen friendly and accountable government (maximum 

governance). The objective is to make government efficient and inclusive, reduce red-tapism thereby 

improving ease of doing business etc. 

Body 
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Minimum government 

 Easing of approval and clearances (like single window clearance). 

 Replacement of planning commission with NITI Aayog having only advisory and think-tank 

role. 

 Encouragement to PPP by government (like in road construction and public utilities). 

 Allowing self-certification in many compliances in manufacturing industry and in 

environmental regulations. 

Maximum governance 

 Adoption of transparency, objectivity and accountability in service delivery like through e-

governance. 

 Inclusion of citizen charter, grievance redressal and Sevottam model in government 

functioning. 

 New health and education policies focusing on Outcomes based approach. 

 Linking the ration cards with Aadhar has resulted into more than 2 crore bogus ration cards. 

Issues in having multiple ministries and departments 

 there are 41 ministries at present in the Government of India 

 Almost full strength (78/81) of the Council of Ministers with the recent reshuffle. 

 Duplication of work 

 Wastage of public money 

 Inefficiency as the work doesn’t gets demarcated clearly. This results into lack of 

accountability. 

 Lack of coordination results into delays and red-tapism. 

 Hinders the process of service delivery to citizens. 

 More Capital Expenditure than Revenue. 

 Overstaffing at the headquarters for most institutions and ministries, and shortage at the 

field level. 

 Lack of mobility between different arms of the civil services 

Steps taken in this regard by present government 

 Merger of external affairs ministry and overseas affair ministry. 

 Merger of ministry of urban development with ministry of housing and poverty alleviation. 

 Abolition of FIPB. 

 Ease of Doing Business for all 

 Creating a Right to Education Act 
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 Liberalising Agriculture 

 Decentralising Governance 

 Ensuring Autonomy for Institutions 

Given the disadvantages mentioned above, multiple ministries/departments do leads to maximum 

government. However, the two things aren’t one and the same. At times having multiple 

departments helps in better analysis of policy and its implementation. Also, given the diversity and 

size of country having multiple departments helps in horizontal division of power, thereby, reducing 

work burden. 

Way forward to ensure good governance with dictum of Minimum Government and maximum 

Governance: 

The focus areas of Government should be to 

 reduce the decision making layers to the minimum while allowing for faster means of 

information sharing/dissemination 

 simplification of procedures 

 identification and repeal of obsolete/archaic laws/rules 

 identification and shortening of various forms 

 leveraging technology to bring in transparency in public interface 

 accountable methods for effective delivery of goods/services 

 a robust public grievance redress system. 

Conclusion 

Good governance also demands respect for human rights, rule of law, strengthening of democracy, 

promoting transparency and capacity in public administration. The responsiveness of the state and 

its institutions to the needs and aspirations of the people, and inclusive citizenship are imperative to 

good governance. 

Elucidate upon the regional aspirations of the people of Jammu and Kashmir and 

analyse the barriers and opportunities in the current scenario. (250 words) 
Reference:  tribuneindia.com 
Why the question: 
The Prime Minister held an all-party meeting involving leaders of mainstream political parties from 
Jammu and Kashmir (J&K) to discuss the prevailing situation and the future course of action in the 
region. Thus the question. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss in detail the regional aspirations of the people of Jammu and Kashmir and analyse the 
barriers and opportunities in the current scenario. 
Directive: 
Elucidate – Give a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the particular context. 
You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with relevant associated 
facts. 
Structure of the answer: 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia
https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/comment/next-step-%E2%80%94-jammu-and-kashmir-statehood-277426


INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 

 
 

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia  Page 54 

Introduction: 
Start with the recent agenda of the meeting; first outreach initiative from the Centre since the 
abrogation of Article 370 and 35A – that bestowed special status to J&K and privileges to its 
residents – and split the state into two union territories: J&K and Ladakh. 
Body: 
The answer body must have the following aspects covered: 
First explain the situation in J&K since 2019 and explain how the time is ripe to review the policy 
approach towards J&K. 
Explain that before making any assessment of the underlying reasons for current discussions of 
possibility of statehood to J&K, it is important to, first, recognise a paradox of the Kashmir policy. 
Discuss the challenges in detail. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by suggesting solutions to address the issues. 
Introduction 

The Prime Minister’s all-party meeting on June 24 in context of Kashmir, attended by the important 

political stakeholders of the troubled Union Territory, has renewed expectations of the revival of the 

democratic process. 

Body 

Background: Repeal of Article 35A and reorganisation of Jammu & Kashmir 

 President of India in “concurrence” with the “Jammu and Kashmir government” 

promulgated Constitution (Application to Jammu and Kashmir) Order, 2019 which states 

that provisions of the Indian Constitution are applicable in the State. 

 This effectively means that all the provisions that formed the basis of a separate 

Constitution for Jammu and Kashmir stand abrogated. With this, Article 35A is scrapped 

automatically. 

 Along with this, a statutory resolution was approved by the Parliament which – invoking the 

authority that flows from the effects of Presidential Order – recommended that the 

President abrogate (much of) Article 370. 

 Also, Jammu and Kashmir Reorganization Act, 2019 was passed by the Parliament. Jammu 

& Kashmir (J&K) was re-organised into two Union Territories – J&K division with a legislative 

assembly and the UT of Ladakh without having an assembly. 

Challenges and regional aspirations in Kashmir 

 Many steps have been taken for maintaining peace in the state; but political instability, 

separatism and Pakistan-sponsored terrorism continue to surround the erstwhile state of 

J&K. 

 Jammu and Kashmir is one of the living examples of plural society and politics. Not only are 

there diversities of all kind (religious, cultural, linguistic, ethnic, tribal) but there are also 

divergent political aspirations. 

 Unfortunately, from the perspective of the youth of Kashmir, there is a growing trust-deficit. 

 Not only does Jammu and Kashmir have more people than the rest of country 0-14 age-

group, its youth population (15-34 years) also has a bigger employment problem. 
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 The lack of quality jobs may be one reason for the frustration of Kashmiri youth. 

 Years of armed conflict and the heavily militarized environment has taken an emotional toll 

on the state’s population. 

 It’s a hard reality that Jammu and Kashmir never functioned like other Indian states since its 

accession to India. It had given higher autonomy initially, however it got eroded in practice. 

 Urgent steps should be taken to bridge the gaps of trust deficit in the minds of Kashmiri 

youth. All Kashmiris should get the due share in the growth story of India. 

 Economic development through investments can be a game changer for Kashmir. 

Opportunities in current scenario 

 The youth in the valley will need particular attention as they are more vulnerable to being 

radicalised. Employment through growth in the region is the right way forward. 

 Schools, colleges and other vocational institutes must start functioning at the earliest apart 

from their number being increased as part of immediate development of the newly formed 

UT. 

 Local Police must be trained and made more effective to allow other para military forces to 

recede to the background in due course. 

 Army’s presence within towns and cities too must be reassessed and reduced to bare 

minimum without compromising security needs against militancy and terrorism. 

 These will be good signals to win the confidence of local populace. 

Conclusion 

With the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor turning into a subcontinental military arc, India needs 

effective governance in J&K, not a garrison state. Kashmir needs development with a healing touch 

that creates good jobs and reduces trust deficit in the valley. 

Examine the potential of cooperatives in India and analyse the challenges they face. 

(250 words) 

Reference:  Indian Express 
Why the question: 
The article examines the history, potential, and challenges of cooperatives in India. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Examine the potential of cooperatives in India and analyse the challenges they face. 
Directive: 
Examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we must look into the topic (content words) in detail, inspect it, 
investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so 
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with what you understand by cooperatives. 
Body: 
Firstly, present an overview of cooperatives all over the world and India. 
Discuss brief history of cooperatives in India;  It started in 1950s, when Verghese Kurien began India’s 
significant tryst with dairy cooperatives, but the model was not working the way he had envisaged it. 
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Account for the challenges; issues like lobby groups to get funds for the new companies, vehicles to 
cater to cooperatives, not FPCs, etc. 
Discuss the potential that cooperatives hold in today’s times, give examples and substantiate. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that the coming of the ministry is a welcome step. 
Introduction 

The Union government of India recently created a new Ministry of Cooperation for strengthening 

cooperative movement. It was created for realizing the vision of ‘Sahakar se Samriddhi’ (Prosperity 

through Cooperation) and to give a new push to the cooperative movement. With this, the 

Government has signalled its deep commitment to community based developmental partnership. It 

also fulfils the budget announcement made by the Finance Minister in 2021. 

Body 

 

A cooperative is an autonomous association of persons united voluntarily to meet their common 

economic, social and cultural needs and aspirations through a jointly-owned and democratically 

controlled. The need for profitability is balanced by the needs of the members and the wider interest 

of the community. 

A brief overview of cooperatives in India across sectors: 

 In agriculture, cooperative dairies, sugar mills, spinning mills etc are formed with the pooled 

resources of farmers who wish to process their produce. 

 The country has 1,94,195 cooperative dairy societies and 330 cooperative sugar mill 

operations. 

 In 2019-20, dairy cooperatives had procured 4.80 crore litres of milk from 1.7 crore 

members and had sold 3.7 crore litres of liquid milk per day. (Annual Report, National Dairy 

Development Board, 2019-20). 

 Cooperative sugar mills account for 35% of the sugar produced in the country. 

 In banking and finance, cooperative institutions are spread across rural and urban areas. 
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 Village-level primary agricultural credit societies (PACSs) formed by farmer associations are 

the best example of grassroots-level credit flow. 

 These societies anticipate the credit demand of a village and make the demand to the 

district central cooperative banks (DCCBs). 

 State cooperative banks sit at the apex of the rural cooperative lending structure. 

 Given that PACSs are a collective of farmers, they have much more bargaining powers than 

an individual farmer pleading his case at a commercial bank. 

 There are also cooperative marketing societies in rural areas and cooperative housing 

societies in urban areas. 

Importance of cooperatives: 

 India is an agricultural country and laid the foundation of World’s biggest cooperative 

movement in the world. 

 For instance, Amul deals with 16 million milk producers, 1,85,903 dairy cooperatives; 222 

district cooperative milk unions; marketed by 28 state marketing federations. 

 There are over 8 lakh cooperatives of all shapes and sizes across sectors in India 

 In India, a Co-operative based economic development model is very relevant where each 

member works with a spirit of responsibility. 

 It provides agricultural credits and fundswhere state and private sectors have not been able 

to do very much. 

 It provides strategic inputsfor the agricultural-sector; consumer societies meet their 

consumption requirements at concessional rates. 

 It is an organization for the poor who wish to solve their problems collectively. 

 It softens the class conflictsand reduces the social cleavages. 

 Itreduces the bureaucratic evils and follies of political factions; 

 It overcomes the constraintsof agricultural development; 

 It creates a conducive environment for small and cottage industries. 

For women in particular: 

 Increased Income: A study conducted on Women Dairy Cooperative Society (WDCS) 

members across Rajasthan showed that with the income generated through dairying, 31% of 

the women had converted their mud houses to cement structures, while 39% had 

constructed concrete sheds for their cattle. 

 Provides Leadership lessons: Importantly, women-led cooperatives also provide fertile 

ground for grooming women from rural areas for leadership positions. 

 Breaks barriers: In many instances, this becomes the first step for women in breaking free 

from traditional practices. 
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 Defeats Information Asymmetry: The presence of collectives in the form of cooperatives 

and milk unions plays a significant role in enhancing the knowledge and bargaining power of 

women 

 Set up business chain: Cooperatives enhance backward and forward linkages in the dairy 

value chain, paving the way for freeing small farmers from the clutches of middlemen, and 

guaranteed minimum procurement price for milk. 

 A study by the International Development Research Centre (IDRC) indicates that 93% of 

women farmers who receive training alongside financial support succeed in their ventures, 

compared to the 57% success rate of those who receive financial aid alone. 

 According to latest data, there are more than 1,90,000 dairy cooperative societies across the 

country, with approximately 6 million women members. 

Challenges faced by Cooperatives currently: 

 Cooperatives in India are fighting a survival battle or as some experts describe it as a COVID-

war equivalent in a sense with some either on ventilator support or banking on oxygen 

supply and with only a few fit and stable. 

 Lack of genuine cooperation between the states and the centre wrt Cooperatives and 

centralization of power. 

 There should be a focus on women cooperatives because they are less than three per cent 

of the 8 lakh cooperatives in the country. 

 In the elections to the governing bodies, money became such a powerful tool that the top 

posts of chairman and vice-chairman usually went to the richest farmers who manipulated 

the organization for their benefits. 

 People are not well informed about the objectives of the Movement, rules and regulations 

of co-operative institutions. 

 Most of these societies are confined to a few members and their operations extended to 

only one or two villages. 

 The Co-operative Movement has suffered from inadequacy of trained personnel. 

Way forward: 

 The concept of social cooperatives builds on the idea of communities creating infrastructure 

by using local material and family labour. 

 These can be the village tank, paving the village road — with or without MGNREGA — 

finishing the last-mile construction of a canal network or even keeping watch on the 

contractor. The pandemic seems to have increased the significance of community effort. 

 Reducing vaccine hesitancy, providing food to those waiting outside hospitals and, most 

importantly, looking after orphaned children are imperatives crying out for the cooperative 

model. 

 Implementing the steps provided by the Vaidyanathan committee on credit cooperative 

societies. 
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 The idea of cooperatives must take the agenda beyond agriculture, milk, credit and housing 

cooperatives 

 New areas are emerging with the advancement of technology and cooperative societies can 

play a huge role in making people familiar with those areas and technologies. 

 There is a need to create more cooperatives with women at the helm of it. 

 Principle of the cooperative movement is to unite everyone, even while remaining 

anonymous. The cooperative movement has the capacity to solve people’s problems. 

 However, there are irregularities in cooperatives and to check them there have to be rules 

and stricter implementation. 

  

Analyse the grounds for a law that provides for anti-discrimination and equality as a 

civil right. (250 words) 
Reference: The Hindu   
Why the question: 
The article brings to us the Kerala model of anti-discrimination law. 
Key Demand of the question: 
The question aims to assess the grounds for a law that provides for anti-discrimination and equality 
as a civil right. 
Directive: 
Analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with brief background of Discrimination in India. 
Body: 
Incidents of discrimination against individuals based on religion, caste, ethnicity, marital status, 
gender, sexual orientation and even eating preferences have become common in society. This 
manifests itself in various forms including housing discrimination, discrimination in employment, etc. 
Discuss the challenges before India such as lack of legal resources, social stigma, lacunae in existing 
provisions etc. 
Suggest what needs to be done; defend for the grounds for a law that provides for anti-
discrimination and equality as a civil right. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with suggestions. Talk about the Kerala model as an example. 
Introduction 

India is unique among democracies in that a constitutional right to equality is not supported by 

comprehensive legislation. According to a recent Pew Research Centre report, a significant majority 

of Indians prefer not to have a neighbour from a different religious community. The absence of a 

proper legal recourse for those who suffer from housing discrimination only makes matters worse. 

Body 

The constitution’s Article 15 does not prevent private individuals or organisations from doing things 

that the government is not allowed to do. It also does not clearly ban discrimination based on 
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ethnicity, linguistic identity, nationality, marital status, sexual orientation, handicap, physical 

appearance, or other personal traits. 

More than 70 years after Independence, our society remains rife with structural discrimination. 

These prejudices, which pervade every aspect of life, from access to basic goods, to education and 

employment, are sometimes manifest. 

 “Silent segregation” on the grounds of marital status, gender, sexual orientation or eating 

preferences are still followed in several housing societies and residents’ associations. 

 Discriminatory practises can also be indirect, where policies that appear neutral and aren’t 

explicitly targeted at a certain group have a disproportionately negative impact on 

disadvantaged groups. 

Despite the Supreme Court of India reading down Section 377 of the Indian Penal Code to exclude 

consensual interactions between adults of the same sex, social prejudice against members of the 

LGBTQIA+ community in India remains entrenched. 

In Patan Jamal Vali versus State of Andhra Pradesh, the Supreme Court recognised intersectional 

discrimination — discrimination based on the intersection of personal traits, such as that suffered by 

Dalit women as Dalits, as women, and as members of the distinct category of Dalit women. 

Legal remedies 

 To fill the gaps in the law, a comprehensive anti-discrimination legislative framework is 

required. India is one of the few liberal democracies that does not have such a system in 

place. 

 In 2006, the Sachar Committee recognised the necessity for anti-discrimination legislation. 

The Expert Group on Equal Opportunity Commission, led by Prof. N.R. Madhava Menon, 

reaffirmed this. 

 Shashi Tharoor tried to revive the idea by introducing the Anti-Discrimination and Equality 

Bill, 2016 in the Lok Sabha but the Bill lapsed in 2019 with the dissolution of the Lok Sabha. 

 States have an important role in promoting our right to equality. 

 In any case, a national bill cannot encompass matters that are solely the responsibility of 

state governments. 

 If States take the lead, the desire for a national anti-discrimination law that covers services 

and institutions under the Union government’s jurisdiction would be renewed. 

The Kerala Bill 

 The draft bill prohibits employers, landlords, traders, service providers, private persons 

performing public functions, and public authorities, from discriminating on grounds of caste, 

race, ethnicity, descent, sex, gender identity, gender expression, pregnancy, sexual 

orientation, religious identity, tribe, disability, linguistic identity, HIV-status, nationality, 

marital status, dietary preference, skin tone, physical appearance, place of residence, place 

of birth, age or analogous characteristics which are beyond the control of an individual or 

those that constitute a fundamental choice. 
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 At the same time, the Bill strikes a balance between the anti-discrimination duty and other 

constitutional rights. 

 The anti-discrimination obligation might be limited to achieve a reasonable goal. The bill also 

includes affirmative action rules, which require public employers to gradually diversify their 

workforces by hiring members of disadvantaged groups who are marginalised in society, 

such as transgender people or people with disabilities. 

 Because of the backlogs in our legal system, the bill creates a ‘Kerala Equality Commission’ 

to hear complaints and provide policy recommendations to the state government. 

If passed, this bill will be the most significant expansion of civil rights in the state since the 

Constitution’s inception, and it could serve as a model for other states. 

Way Forward 

 The State legislature is empowered under Entry 8 of List III, Seventh Schedule to the 

Constitution to enact an anti-discrimination law with provisions for civil penalties for those 

engaged in discriminatory practices. 

 State governments should take up progressive legislation of this nature by enacting anti-

discrimination laws in their respective jurisdictions. If States do this, the demand for a 

national anti-discrimination law will resurface. 

 Anti-discrimination law is not enough to solve inequality and social prejudice deeply rooted 

in our society. But it is a necessary step in the right direction. 

Conclusion 

We recognise that an anti-discrimination statute is not a solution for our society’s deep-seated 

problems of inequality and social prejudice. Nonetheless, it is a necessary move — a notion that has 

reached its peak. 

 

How far do you think linking Aadhaar with electoral voter information is a fitting 

electoral reform? Critically analyse.  (250 words) 

Reference:  Indian Express 
Why the question: 
The article presents to us a detailed critical analysis of linking Aadhaar with electoral voter 
information. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Present your opinion with respect to linking Aadhaar with electoral voter information. 
Directive: 
Critically analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or nature 
of the topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. When 
‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the topic and 
give a fair judgment. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with brief on the electoral reforms involving Aadhaar identity. 
Body: 
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First discuss the context – recently, the Election Commission of India (ECI), reminded the Law Ministry 
to approve a slew of pending electoral reforms. Among these was hastening the linking of voter ID 
cards (EPIC database) with Aadhaar. 
Then weigh the advantages and disadvantages of such a move. 
Concerns can range from – The absence of a law to protect personal data, lack of clarity on the 
mechanism of integration, danger of leaks and possibility of disenfranchisement of voters. Also, 
explain the constitutional difficulties and hurdles it may generate. 
Discuss the positives: improved accessibility to voting, reducing voter fraud etc. 
Conclusion: 
Based on the above discussion conclude with a fair and balanced opinion. 
Introduction 

The Election Commission of India (ECI) has proposed to link the electoral roll with the Aadhaar 

ecosystem with a view to curbing the menace of multiple enrolment of the same person at different 

places. This would require amendments in the elections laws. 

Body 

The ECI has justified this integration for a range of reasons, 

 Improved accessibility to voting and reducing voter fraud. 

 There have been calls to allow migrant workers to be given the right to vote regardless of 

their location, in order to let them participate in elections in their home states. 

 Analysis by Sabrang India indicates that India lags in voter participation compared to other 

large democracies, a major reason being the staggering numbers of migrant workers — an 

estimated population of 300 million. 

 Linking the two databases will allow the ECI to track migrant workers and improve election 

participation. 

 This move is also expected to prevent voter fraud since Aadhar information is authenticated 

using biometrics, which cannot be replicated, and in turn, the duplication of voter ID cards is 

prevented. 

 The duplication of voter ID cards could be problematic since it allows people to vote in 

multiple areas given that they show different areas of residence. 

In its current form, the proposed amendment to the Representation of the People Act (1950), will 

make this integration voluntary, not mandatory. 

This amendment does not remove other forms of identification to verify EPIC — such as driving 

license, passport, utility bills, etc. However, precedent warns us against the mandatory vs. voluntary 

stance, which kept changing throughout Aadhar implementation. 

Concerns over the linking 

 Absence of a Personal Data Protection Law, can result in abuse and undermine the integrity 

of the voter roll. 

 The use of demographic information, such as a caste certificate or driving license, when used 

to obtain an Aadhar card could be harnessed by the EPIC database. 
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 This information could be used for targeted political advertising and, possibly, 

disenfranchisement. 

 The institutional and technological mechanisms to prevent this need to be made clearer 

before this move is implemented. 

 There have been examples of targeted surveillance using Aadhar information and 

demographic data. 

o In Andhra Pradesh, 5.167 million families’ locations could be tracked on a website 

run by the state government, using religion and caste as search criteria. 

o Similarly, in an attempt to “purify” electoral rolls and remove duplicates, names of 

2.2 million voters were deleted from the Telangana voter rolls. Many voters — 

including badminton player and 14-time national champion Jwala Gutta — 

were surprised to see their names deleted. The Telangana Election 

Commission used Aadhar-based software for this purpose, according to an RTI 

query, which led to such disenfranchisement and violation of universal suffrage. 

 The scope for fraud increases when these databases are interlinked. In 2020, UIDAI reported 

that it had cancelled 40,000 fake Aadhar cards, the first time it admitted to fraud in its 

systems. 

 Authenticity of Aadhar will determine the authenticity of the voter rolls and this could lead 

to fraudulent identities being legitimised. 

o We saw this in the case of PAN-Aadhar linkage where concerns of 

legitimising benamifinancial transactions were raised after UIDAI had accepted the 

scope of fraud in Aadhar. 

 UIDAI, in multiple court cases, has admitted that it has no information about the enrolment 

operator, agency, or even their location while enrolling someone in Aadhar. 

Conclusion 

In the case of EPIC integration, oversight mechanisms and other checks and balances to ensure the 

integrity of individual data is unclear. Given the reported scope for fraud with Aadhar, this process 

could undermine the sanctity of the voter roll. 

  

The recent Covid crisis has exposed India’s vulnerability to the dependence on global 

electronics supply chains. By analyzing the reasons, discuss the measures taken by the 

government for making self-sufficient electronic industry in India. (250 words) 

Reference:  The Hindu 
Why the question: 
The question aims to analyse the impact of covid-19 on India’s vulnerability to the dependence on 
global electronics supply chains. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Analyse the underlying reasons that have caused such vulnerability and discuss the measures taken 
by the government for making self-sufficient electronic industry in India. 
Directive: 
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Analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with some key facts justifying the statement in question. 
Body: 
Highlight first why there is dependence on other countries when it comes to electronic goods. 
Discuss the factors that have led to such vulnerability. 
Discuss the measures taken by the government for making self-sufficient electronic industry in India. 
Talk about Atmanirbhar Bharat and its relevance and other associated schemes in this direction. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
Introduction 

The Indian economy has been on a roller coaster ride by the Covid waves impact which is certainly 

not helping. The electronics industry is no exception and has faced the turbulence in equal measure. 

The recent Covid crisis has exposed India’s vulnerability to the dependence on global electronics 

supply chains. 

Body 

Electronic Industry in India: 

 India has set an ambitious share of $ 400 billion for the ESDM (Electronic Systems Design & 

Manufacturing) sector. 

 The growing applications and scope of electronics technology which is expanding its 

potential markets is a silver lining for India. 

 Work from Home, wireless technologies, IoT, Artificial Intelligence, massive growth in Data 

Storage, medical electronics, all are adding to the opportunities for electronics sector. 

 Electronics permeates all sectors of the economy, from mobile phones to ISRO’s satellites 

making it not only important economically but also of great strategic significance. 

 Of the $ 2.2 trillion plus global ESDM industry, India has a small share of less than 3.5 per 

cent. 

 Indian Electronics Manufacturing Service (EMS) Industry is expected to grow 6.5x from $23.5 

bn to reach $152 bn by 2025 

 India’s electronic sector has grown at a growth rate of 14% between 2016 and 2019. 

 The market size has increased from the US $ 145 billion to the US $ 215 billion from 2016 to 

2019. 

 However, electronic mobile phones have contributed more to this growth. 

Reasons for dependence on global supply chains: 

 Lack of strong eco-system of electronic components manufacturing and preferably the raw 

materials that are required for the same in India. 
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 As per a study by ELCINA, the demand for components was $ 32 billion for a $ 70 billion 

industry in the year 2019. Of this, barely $ 10 billion was manufactured locally, and that too 

majorly with imported raw materials. 

 In case of active components, largely comprised of semiconductors and for PCBs, domestic 

share is below 12 per cent. This remains the steepest challenge for the electronics sector in 

achieving its strategic and economic goals set to reach the domestic manufacturing target of 

$ 400 billion. 

 The Electronic Systems Design & Manufacturing (ESDM) Sector faces three key cost 

disadvantages which include high finance cost, quality and cost issues with respect to power 

supply and finally, the high cost of logistics (including procedural delays). 

 These ‘disabilities’ faced by manufacturers are in direct proportion to value addition. 

 Higher the value addition, higher is the disability cost suffered by the manufacturer 

impacting competitiveness in the global market. 

 These disabilities get compounded with duty exemptions which expose the fragile 

component industry to the onslaught of zero duty imports from the much stronger Asian 

competitors. 

 Competitive disadvantage for domestic manufacturers has choked fresh investments in 

value added manufacturing, keeping them severely dependent on imports. 

 While customs duties for over 217 tariff lines of Information & Communication Technology 

(ICT) products and their inputs (read components) have been brought down to zero under 

Information Technology Agreement (ITA) of WTO from 2005 onwards, and these disability 

costs are yet to be mitigated fully causing a competitive disadvantage. 

 This dependence is particularly marked in high investment segments such as Multilayer 

PCBs, Passive Chip Components, Semiconductors and several products built on 

semiconductor technology such as Sensors, Memory Modules, Power Management Modules 

and Displays. 

 The example of Display screens provides an apt case where India’s dependence on imports is 

causing a serious roadblock in our aspirations to achieve “atmanirbhar bharat” in electronics 

manufacturing. 

 A recent report by Feedback Consulting prepared for ICEA reveals that the volumes for 

display units would grow from 250 million currently to over 900 million in 2025 and their 

value would soar from $ 5.4 billion to almost $ 19 billion. 

 major share of Displays and most other electronics is sourced from China, and our stress 

points with our neighbour are well known. If China decides to switch off the tap, or even 

restrict supplies, we would face severe challenges in sustaining our supply chains. 

Government initiatives for the Electronic sector 

 The Government of India unveiled three schemes in April 2020 with an outlay of about Rs. 

48,000 crore to promote electronics manufacturing in India. These schemes are: 

o Production Linked Incentive (PLI) Scheme. 
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o Scheme for Promotion of Manufacturing of Electronic Components and 

Semiconductors (SPECS). 

o Modified Electronics Manufacturing Clusters (EMC 2.0) Scheme. 

 To support the ESDM sector and its development trajectory, the Government of India has 

made electronics production an important pillar of important initiatives like Make in India, 

Digital India, and Start-up India. 

 Government of India has allowed 100% Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) under the 

automatic route in the ESDM sector. In the case of electronics goods for defense, up to 49%, 

FDI is permitted under the automatic route. And more than 49% of FDI requires government 

approval. 

 In line with the ‘Skill India’ campaign, the Department of Electronics and Information 

Technology (DeitY) launched an initiative for capacity building in ESDM. 

 The Tamil Nadu government unveiled the Electronics and Hardware Manufacturing Policy, 

which targets the US $ 100 billion in production by 2025 and 25% of India’s total electronic 

exports by 2025. 

 In 2019, the Union Cabinet gave its approval to the National Policy on Electronics 

2019 which envisions positioning India as a global hub for Electronics System Design and 

Manufacturing. 

Way forward: 

 India is one of the upcoming hubs for microchip designing with hundreds of start-ups making 

substantial progress in this field. 

 Even some IITs have developed indigenous microchip designs like Shakti and Ajit. 

 Electronics manufacturing needs a policy push to attract more FDI in Electronics 

 Increase the country’s general competitiveness in the export market 

 Bring the duties on components down to the level of the product. 

 In order to inspire investor confidence, laws need to be liberal and predictable. 

 Establish special economic zones like the Dubai International Financial Centre—Dubai’s 

normal civil and commercial laws do not apply in this area 

 Reforming labour and land would make India an attractive destination in the global supply 

chain. 

 Anomalies which discourage domestic manufacture on account of an inverted duty structure 

need to be rectified. 

 Providing tax benefits that incentivise investment in domestic manufacturing facilities. 

 Create a hundred design studios for new product development. 

 There is a need to promote semiconductor manufacturing alongside assembly units in India 
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 The schemes to promote electronics manufacturing combined with the Prime Minister’s call 

for an ‘Atmanirbhar Bharat’, have rejuvenated hopes of a rise of the indigenous electronics 

industry, allowing India to be truly self-sufficient. 

 It is only through such actions, India can hope to realise the dream of being a truly 

indigenous electronic ecosystem encompassing all aspects of the electronics industry. 

  

 

 

Discuss the issues associated with Draft Consumer Protection (E-Commerce) Rules, 

2020, do you think drafted in the name of consumer interest, the proposed e-

commerce rules shield vested interests? (250 words) 
Reference:  Indian Express 
Why the question: 
The proposed Consumer Protection (E-Commerce) Rules, 2020, have been drafted ostensibly in the 
name of the consumer.  The rules are driven more by the desire to shield the traditional brick-and-
mortar stores, and handicap e-commerce firms, especially the foreign ones. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss the issues associated with Draft Consumer Protection (E-Commerce) Rules, 2020. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with basics of the draft Consumer Protection (E-Commerce) Rules, 2020. 
Body: 
Discuss the issues with the provisions of draft Consumer Protection (E-Commerce) Rules, 2020. 
Explain how the fall-back liability clause is unfair for those operating through marketplace model. 
Identifying goods based on country of origin and providing fair opportunity to domestic sellers, 
Overlapping/competing jurisdictions. 
Explain that the lines of demarcation that have been drawn up in the retail landscape — single brand 
vs multi-brand, online vs offline, domestic vs foreign — serve only to protect powerful vested 
interests, not benefit the consumer as is often proclaimed. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with what should be the way forward. 
Introduction 

The government has proposed changes to the e-commerce rules under the Consumer Protection 

Act. The objective is to ensure greater compliance and protect the interests of consumers. The rules 

are driven more by the desire to shield the traditional brick-and-mortar stores, and handicap e-

commerce firms, especially the foreign ones. They seek to deepen, not paper over, existing fault 

lines. 

Body 

Major provisions of Consumer Protection (E- Commerce) Rules, 2020 
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 To regulate all commercial transactions sold over a digital or electronic network. 

 It recognises two e-commerce business models, namely, marketplace model and inventory-

based model. Separate rules specified for provisions for marketplace and inventory-based 

entities. 

 All informationon the return, refund, exchange, warranty and guarantee, delivery and 

shipment of the goods or services being sold, including their country of origin, be provided 

on the platform. These would enable consumers to make an informed decision. 

 Clear-cut definition of what constitutes ‘unfair’ trade practice: The government should offer 

a more clear-cut definition of what constitutes ‘unfair’ trade practice as well as spell out a 

practical legal remedy to tackle the issue. 

 Predatory pricing by e-commerce firms: Risk that predatory pricing by e-commerce firms 

may result in competition being wiped out and prove detrimental to consumers in the long 

run. 

 Fixing a cap on delivery charges: It has also recommended fixing a cap on delivery charges 

levied by e-commerce firms, as well as providing for penal provisions for violation of rules 

related to misinformation. 

 Unfair trade practices: While e-commerce enterprises offer many benefits, the development 

of the segment has rendered consumers vulnerable to new forms of unfair trade practices, 

violation of privacy and issues of unattended grievances. 

 Issue of drip pricing: It should also clearly define ‘drip pricing ‘wherein the final cost of the 

product goes up due to additional charges, and provide for protecting consumers against 

this by including penal provisions for violation. 

Proposed amendments to the Rules 

To protect the interests of consumers, prevent their exploitation and encourage free and fair 

competition in the market, the Government of India is sharing a draft of the proposed amendments 

to the Consumer Protection (E-commerce) Rules, 2020. 

The proposed amendments aim to bring transparency in the e-commerce platforms and further 

strengthen the regulatory regime to curb the prevalent unfair trade practices. The proposed 

amendments are as follows 

 To ensure compliance of the Consumer Protection Act, 2019 and Rules, appointment 

of Chief Compliance Officer, a nodal contact person for 24×7 coordinationwith law 

enforcement agencies, officers to ensure compliance to their orders and Resident Grievance 

Officer for redressing of the grievances of the consumers on the e-commerce platform, has 

been proposed. 

 This would ensure effective compliance with the provisions of the Act and Rules and also 

strengthen the grievance redressal mechanism on e-commerce entities. 

 Putting in place a framework for registration of every e-commerce entitywith the 

Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT) for allotment 

of registration number which shall be displayed prominently on website as well as invoice of 

every order placed the e-commerce entity. 
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 Registration of e-commerce entities would help create a databaseof genuine e-commerce 

entities and ensure that the consumers are able to verify the genuineness of an e-commerce 

entity before transacting through their platform. 

 To protect the interests of consumers, mis-selling has been prohibitede selling goods and 

services entities selling goods or services by deliberate misrepresentation of information by 

such entities about such goods or services. 

 To ensure that consumers are aware about the expiry dateof the products they are buying 

on the e-commerce platform all sellers on marketplace e-commerce entities and all 

inventory e-commerce entities to provide best before or use before date to enable 

consumers to make an informed purchase decision. 

 To ensure that the domestic manufacturers and suppliers get a fair and equal treatmenton 

the e-commerce platform it has been provided that where an e-commerce entity offers 

imported goods or services, it shall incorporate a filter mechanism to identify goods based 

on country of origin and suggest alternatives to ensure fair opp 

Issues with the provisions of draft Consumer Protection (E-Commerce) Rules, 2020 

 Imposition of the fall-back liability clause on foreign players is unjust. FDI is permitted only in 

the marketplace model and not the inventory model. 

o Under this framework, e-commerce platforms don’t hold inventory, but simply 

connect buyers and sellers. 

 The rules mandate that none of the platform’s related parties can sell directly to the 

consumer through the platform and also forbid flash sales. However, both of 

these, adversely impact consumer choice and price. 

 The country of origin filter and suggestion of domestic alternatives is a push towards Make 

in India. However,the interests of consumers, not domestic manufacturers, should be at the 

core of the consumer protection framework. 

 There are issues of overlapping/competing jurisdictions. 

 The rules restrain e-commerce firms from making “available any information pertaining to 

the consumer,to any person, without the consumer’s consent. 

 Therefore, the rules give a competing jurisdiction to the Consumer protection authority for 

the protection of personal data. However, this domain should be ideally dealt with by the 

data protection authority. 

 Similarly, the rules also state that e-commerce entities are prohibited from abusing their 

dominant positions in the market. 

 For this purpose, the “abuse of dominant position” has been given the same meaning as that 

prescribed under Section 4 of the Competition Act, 2002. 

 This may induce consumer protection authority to intervene in the jurisdiction of the 

Competition Commission of India 

Conclusion 
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The lines of demarcation that have been drawn up in the retail landscape — single brand vs multi-

brand, online vs. offline, domestic vs. foreign — serve only to protect powerful vested interests, not 

benefit the consumer as is often proclaimed. 

 Critically analyse the features of the draft trafficking in Persons (Prevention, Care and 

Rehabilitation) Bill, 2021 in abating trafficking from India. (250 words) 

Reference:  The Hindu 
Why the question: 
The article presents to us a critical review of draft trafficking in Persons (Prevention, Care and 
Rehabilitation) Bill, 2021. 
Key Demand of the question: 
One must critically analyse the features of the draft trafficking in Persons (Prevention, Care and 
Rehabilitation) Bill, 2021 in abating trafficking from India. 
Directive: 
Critically analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or 
nature of the topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
When ‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the 
topic and give a fair judgment. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with what you understand by Trafficking and present the status of it in India. 
Body: 
The answer body must explain how in its current form, the draft trafficking in Persons (Prevention, 
Care and Rehabilitation) Bill, 2021 seems to be lacking in nuance, even if well intentioned to stamp 
out exploitative trafficking. 
Explain the key features of the Bill and highlight the shortcomings; According to the United Nations’ 
human rights experts, it was not in accordance with the international human rights laws. 
The Bill seemed to combine sex work and migration with trafficking. The Bill was criticized 
for addressing trafficking through a criminal law perspective instead of complementing it with a 
human-rights based and victim-centred approach. 
It was also criticized for promoting “rescue raids” by the police as well as institutionalization of 
victims in the name of rehabilitation. It was pointed out that certain vague provisions would lead to 
blanket Criminalisation of activities that do not necessarily relate to trafficking. 
Conclusion: 
Suggest what needs to be done to align the draft bill with the actual goals it desires to achieve and 
conclude. 
Introduction 

United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) defines Human Trafficking as the recruitment, 

transportation, transfer, harbouring or receipt of people through force, fraud or deception, with 

the aim of exploiting them for profit. It is the illegal trade in human beings for the purposes of 

commercial sexual exploitation, prostitution or forced labour. 

Trafficking in human beings is the third largest organized crime violating basic human rights. There is 

no specific law so far to deal with this crime. Accordingly, the Union Ministry of Women and Child 

Development (WCD) has prepared and invited suggestions for the draft Trafficking in Persons 

(Prevention, Care and Rehabilitation) Bill, 2021. 

Body 

Background of the draft bill: 
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 The Bill addresses one of the most pervasive yet invisible crimes affecting the most 

vulnerable persons especially women and children. 

 The bill, if passed to a law, will make India a leader among South Asian countries to combat 

trafficking. 

 A previous draft had been introduced in 2018 but that could not be introduced in Rajya 

Sabha amid stiff opposition from Parliamentarians and experts. 

Key highlights of the draft bill: 

 Wider reach: 

o The bill extends to all citizens inside as well as outside India. 

o Offenders will also include defence personnel and government servants, doctors and 

paramedical staff or anyone in a position of authority. 

o It will cover persons on any ship or aircraft registered in India wherever it may be 

or carrying Indian citizens wherever they may be. 

o It will also cover foreign national or a stateless person who has his or her residence 

in India at the time of commission of offence under this Act. 

o The law will apply to every offence of trafficking in persons with cross-border 

implications. 

 Broad ambit of definition of exploitation: 

o The bill defines ‘Exploitation’ with a wide ambit of coverage. 

o Cases such as forced labour, in which people lured with jobs end up in other 

countries where their passports and documentation is taken away and they are 

made to work, will also be covered by this new law. 

 Inclusive & Sensitive: 

o It extends beyond the protection of women and children as victims to now include 

transgenders as well as any person who may be a victim of trafficking. 

o It also does away with the provision that a victim necessarily needs to be 

transported from one place to another to be defined as a victim. 

o The bill also says the investigation needs to be completed within 90 days from the 

date of the arrest of the accused. 

 Investigating and Coordinating Agency: 

o The National Investigation Agency (NIA) shall act as the national investigating and 

coordinating agency responsible for prevention and combating of trafficking in 

persons. 

 Representative authority: 
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o The bill once enacted will empower the Union to notify and establish a National 

Anti-Human Trafficking Committee, for ensuring overall effective implementation 

of the provisions of this law. 

o This committee will have representation from various ministries with the home 

secretary as the chairperson and secretary of the women and child development 

ministry as co-chair. 

o State and district level anti-human trafficking committees will also be constituted. 

 Stringent nature: 

o The new draft proposes more severe penalties for “aggravated offences” and seeks 

to crack down on organised crime syndicates. 

o Aggravated offences include cases that may result in the death of the victim or 

where the victim suffers grievous injury (in cases such as acid attack), organ 

mutilation or removal of organs, or where the victim is a child. 

o the penalty will hold a minimum of seven years which can go up to 

an imprisonment of 10 years and a fine of Rs 5 lakh. 

o In most cases of child trafficking, especially in the case of the trafficking of more 

than one child, the penalty is now life imprisonment. 

o It proposes stringent punishments for offenders, including hefty fines, seizing of 

their properties etc. 

Limitations of the draft bill: 

Undefined wide ambit of human trafficking: 

 its broad definitions of victims, smacking of refusal to consider consensual sexual activity 

for commerce, thereby affecting rights of an individual. 

 This would only land up criminalising sex work and victimisation of the exploited. 

Redundant law: 

 As far as child trafficking is concerned, Juvenile Justice (JJ) Act, 2015, Protection of Children 

from Sexual Offences Act, 2012, along with IPC and CrPC are sufficient and a new law will 

lead to confusion in implementation. 

 The worker-centric Bonded Labour System (Abolition) Act, 1976, along with CrPC and 

IPC are sufficient to deal with labour trafficking and a new law is not required in case 

of bonded labours. 

Impacts human rights: 

 The lack of consent while rescuing, rehabilitating or repatriating a person as deeply 

problematic as it could lead to victimisation of vulnerable populations. 

 For instance, involving NIA officials in investigating trafficking crimes involving children as 

victims is against the principle of the best interest of child. 
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 In this respect, the draft Bill is contrary to the JJ Act, which emphasises on child friendly 

mechanisms through the provision for Child Welfare Committees, Special Juvenile Police 

Units and Child Welfare Police Officers. 

Overzealous provisions: 

 Various civil society activists and legal experts have criticised some overzealous provisions 

adopted by the draft legislation to counter human trafficking. 

 Reporting of offences has been made mandatory with penalties for non-reporting. 

 The proposal of the death penalty for various forms of aggravated trafficking offences. 

Against federalism: 

 The key aspect of handing over investigation in trafficking crimes to the NIA would be 

an attack on federalism, by removing local enforcement agencies out of the picture. 

Lack of proper rehabilitation measures: 

 The emphasis on criminalisation and policing instead of welfare measures in the new 

proposed anti-trafficking Bill makes it anti-migrants and anti-sex workers. 

 Institution-based rehabilitation provided in the draft Bill instead of family and community 

based rehabilitation would estrange the victims further. 

Doesn’t impact much on lives of forced labourers: 

 The criminalising intent of the Bill expects a tribal or a dalit migrant worker to take on his 

employer, but doesn’t deal with improving employer-employee relationship. 

 Instead of harping on creating harmony in the labour market, it talks about forcefully 

rescuing and sending workers into institutions which will deprive them of their livelihoods. 

Overburdened NIA: 

 National investigation agency is an understaffed organisation, that is already tackling the 

gigantic footprint of terrorism across the subcontinent and there are doubts whether it 

might be in a position to take on and investigate cases of human trafficking. 

 According to experts most of the trafficking is taking place in small towns so focus should be 

on policing and not NIA. 

Failure to acknowledge root causes: 

 In its current form, the draft Bill seems to be inadequate to stamp out human trafficking 

given its failure to acknowledge the contributing factors to human trafficking, including 

vicious poverty, debt, lack of opportunity, and ineffectiveness/inefficiency of the 

development schemes. 

Way forward: 

 There is a need in the urgent establishment of new Anti-Human Trafficking Units 

(AHTUs), and/or upgrade infrastructure in existing ones in all states and UTs. 

 Improving Section 370 of the Indian Penal Code’s definition of trafficking of persons. 
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 The definition should be based on the UN Protocol that addresses the issue of vulnerability. 

 The government must refer the Bill to a standing committee for comprehensive 

consultations. 

 Strengthening the capacity building: To enhance the capacity building of law enforcement 

agencies and generate awareness among them, various Training of Trainers (TOT) workshops 

on Combating Trafficking in Human Beings for Police officers and for Prosecutors at Regional 

level, State level and District level were held throughout the country. 

 Judicial Colloquium: In order to train and sensitize the trial court judicial officers, Judicial 

Colloquium on human trafficking are held at the High court level. 

 The aim is to sensitize the judicial officers about the various issues concerning human 

trafficking and to ensure speedy court process. 

 Police should be proactive in booking the cases under trafficking provisions. Often cases are 

booked as kidnapping or missing person cases even though there is clear evidence of 

trafficking. 

 Increase investigations and prosecutions of officials allegedly complicit in trafficking, and 

convict and punish those found guilty 

 Improve central and state government implementation of protection 

programs and compensation schemes to ensure trafficking victims receive benefits, release 

certificates, and rehabilitation funds 

 Develop and implement standard operating procedures (SOPs) to harmonize victim 

identification and repatriation, and the prosecution of suspected traffickers when trafficking 

crimes cross state lines 

 Shelter homes need to upgraded to protect children and provide necessary services to 

them. 

 Encourage state and territory compliance with the Supreme Court’s recommendation to 

audit all government-run and -funded shelter homes. 

 Cease penalisation of trafficking victims. 

Conclusion: 

Given the heightened vulnerabilities to trafficking due to Covid-19, governments need to work right 

from seeking “appropriate” compensation for victims to vigorous investigations of all cases of 

trafficking, including bonded labour, as well as strictly deal with “official complicity”. The draft bill is 

a step ahead in the measures which were bold and holistic response to a socioeconomic problem of 

trafficking. This can help India realise SDG 8.7. 

 

 India must recognise the right to social security for migrant and informal workers in 

order to prevent the looming migrant crisis in the country. Comment. (250 words) 
Reference:  Indian Express 
Why the question: 
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The migrants’ crisis after the two Covid waves compelled policy-makers to make certain provisions 
for them in the schemes announced for the assistance of the poor. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss the need to recognise the right to social security for migrant and informal workers in order to 
prevent the looming migrant crisis in the country. 
Directive: 
Comment– here we have to express our knowledge and understanding of the issue and form an 
overall opinion thereupon. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with brief background of the issue. 
Body: 
On June 29, the Supreme Court finally delivered its judgment on the plight of migrant labour. The 
judgment was notable for two main reasons. First, it recognized that there was the large-scale 
exclusion of migrant workers and other informal workers from existing schemes due to the lack of 
their registration and outdated eligibility lists. It noted that no benefits will be denied to migrant 
workers for want of an Aadhaar card and that food assistance will be provided for migrants who 
were not covered by the National Food Security Act. Second, it connected informal workers and 
migrant workers, both of whom experience exclusion, and mandated that the portal for registration 
of all informal/migrant workers should be fully operational before July 31. 
Then discuss the advantages of providing social protection. 
Comment on the inadequate provisions by government. 
Conclusion: 
Suggest what needs to be done and conclude. 
Introduction 

The migrants’ crisis after the two covid waves compelled policy-makers to make certain provisions 

for them in the schemes announced for the assistance of the poor. 

Body 

Supreme Court judgement on the issue 

 On June 29, the Supreme Court finally delivered its judgment on the plight of migrant labour. 

 The judgement was notable for two main reasons. 

 First, it recognised that there was the large-scale exclusion of migrant workers and other 

informal workers from existing schemes due to the lack of their registration and outdated 

eligibility lists. 

 It noted that no benefits will be denied to migrant workers for want of an Aadhaar card and 

that food assistance will be provided for migrants who were not covered by the National 

Food Security Act. 

 Second, it connected informal workers and migrant workers, both of whom experience 

exclusion, and mandated that the portal for registration of all informal/migrant 

workers should be fully operational before July 31. 

Advantages of providing social protection 

 Investment in social protection is not charity, it is an investment in workers’ productivity and 

in equitable growth. 
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 Providing social protection is, as the UN mooted in 2009 when it spelt out the social 

protection floor (SPF) initiative after the global financial crisis, the surest way out of a crisis 

by boosting demand at the bottom of the pyramid. 

 The report of the Advisory Committee of the ILO, in which India was represented by its 

labour secretary, provides a strong rationale for instituting a universal SPF during economic 

crises. 

 As a result, all constituents of the ILO adopted Recommendation 202 on social protection 

floors at the International Labour Conference in 2012. 

Inadequate provisions by government 

 The Unorganised Workers’ Social Security Act, was approved by Parliament in December 

2008. 

 But it lacks the mandatory elements of the NCEUS’s proposals and included neither a 

National Minimum Social Security Package, nor the provision for mandatory registration. 

 Estimates show that the central government’s expenditure on all major social protection 

programmes declined from 1.96 per cent of GDP in 2008-09 to 1.6 per cent in 2013-14 and 

to only 1.28 per cent in 2019-20. 

Way forward 

 The National Commission for Enterprises in the Unorganised Sector had pointed out that 

the circular migrant workers were a disadvantaged segment among informal workers. 

 Comprehensive law:The NCEUS had advocated a comprehensive law for the protection of 

the rights of all informal workers, including migrants, home workers, and domestic workers. 

 Universal registration:NCEUS had also recommended a universal registration mechanism 

based on self-declaration, with the issuance of a smart social security card, and a National 

Minimum Social Security Package. 

 Guaranteed social security/social protection:We need the provision of a minimum level 

of guaranteed social security/social protection for all informal workers and their 

households within a definite time frame. 

 More public spending:Guaranteed social protection would involve a clear framework and a 

commitment to greater public resources being spent on social protection as a large class of 

workers in India do not have an identifiable employer and a contributory social insurance 

framework will not work for them. 

 Recommendation 202:Government should embrace ILO’s Recommendation 202 and work 

towards these in a time-bound manner. 

Conclusion 

To end the silent, painful, and enduring crisis for the workers, as well as the crisis for the economy, 

the government must urgently recognise the right to social security, embedded both in the Indian 

Constitution and international covenants. 
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Can the Draft drone rules released recently in India be hailed as progressive? Debate. 

(250 words) 
Reference:  Live Mint 
Why the question: 
Draft drone rules released recently are being hailed as progressive.  Thus the question. 
Key Demand of the question: 
One must explain the advantages offered by drones and how a liberal drone rules regime can help 
India get ahead in this sector. 
Directive: 
Debate – Weigh up to what extent something is true. Persuade the reader of your argument by citing 
relevant research but also remember to point out any flaws and counter- arguments as well. 
Conclude by stating clearly how far you agree with the original proposition. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with what Drones are, and also comment upon the recently released Draft rules to regulate the 
same in the country. 
Body: 
Discuss the benefits and challenges of using Drones. 
Explain in what way rules can be seen as progressive. 
Drones can serve a wide range of uses across sectors, from farming and mining to e-commerce and 
vaccine drop-offs. Monitoring of hazardous sites: It is far safer to have a drone monitor a hazardous 
site, for example, than expose humans to it. 
For transporting vital supplies to places that are hard to access. 
Utility for state initiatives: Their utility for state initiatives is also very high, like cartographic exercises 
or for farm surveys and police surveillance. 
Conclusion: 
While highly sensitive areas must stay off-limits to drones, we should not complicate matters for 
operators beyond what’s necessary. Yet, we should be ready to adapt our drone rules in response to 
new learnings and advancements. 
Introduction 

A Drone is an unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV), an aircraft without a human pilot aboard. Besides 

combat use, drones are used for a range of purposes like package delivery, in agriculture (spraying 

pesticides etc), monitoring environmental changes, aerial photography, and during search and relief 

operations, among others. 

  

Increasing the use of drones in warfare and other areas has brought into focus the potential the use 

of drones holds and the other issues related to its misuse (Rogue Drones). India has an estimated 

over 6 lakh rogue or unregulated unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs). 

The ministry of civil aviation (MoCA) recently released the updated draft Drone Rules, 2021 for 

public consultation, which will soon replace the UAS (unmanned aircraft system) Rules 2021 that 

was released on 12 March 2021. The rules aim to create a “digital sky platform” as a business-

friendly single-window online system for procuring various approvals. 

Body 

Need for stricter rules and regulations: 
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 Recently, Drones were used for the first time to drop explosive devices, triggering blasts 

inside the Air Force Station’s technical area in Jammu. 

 Over the past two years, drones have been deployed regularly by Pakistan-based outfits to 

smuggle arms, ammunition and drugs into Indian territory. 

 According to government figures, 167 drone sightings were recorded along the border with 

Pakistan in 2019, and in 2020, there were 77 such sightings. 

 With the rapid proliferation of drone technology and exponential growth of its global market 

in recent years, the possibility of a drone attack cannot be ruled out even in the safest cities 

in the world. 

 Drones are becoming security threats particularly in conflict zones where non-state actors 

are active and have easy access to the technology. 

Highlights of the Draft Drone Rules 2021 

 Digital sky platformshall be developed as a business-friendly single-window online system. 

 No flight permission required upto400 feet in green zones and upto 200 feet in the area 

between 8 and 12 km from the airport perimeter. 

 No pilot licence required for micro drones (for non-commercial use), nano drone and for 

R&D organisations. 

 No restriction on drone operations by foreign-owned companies registered in India. 

 Import of drones and drone components to be regulated by DGFT. 

 No security clearance required before any registration or licence issuance. 

 No requirement of certificate of airworthiness,unique identification number, prior 

permission and remote pilot licence for R&D entities. 

 Coverage of drones under Drone Rules, 2021 increased from 300 kg to 500 kg. This will 

cover drone taxis also. 

 Issuance of Certificate of Airworthinessdelegated to Quality Council of India and 

certification entities authorised by it. 

 Manufacturer may generate their drone’s unique identification numberon the digital sky 

platform through the self-certification route. 

 Maximum penaltyunder Drone Rules, 2021 reduced to INR 1 lakh. This shall, however, not 

apply to penalties in respect of violation of other laws. 

 Drone corridorswill be developed for cargo deliveries. 

 Drone promotion councilto be set up to facilitate a business-friendly regulatory regime. 

Evaluation of the draft rules: 

 The draft rules are based on “trust, self-certification and non-intrusive monitoring”. 

 It cuts down red-tapism due to reduced human interference in approvals. 
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 There will be minimal human interface on the digital sky platform and most of the 

permissions will be self-generated. 

 It reduces the number of approvals needed to register a drone. The number of forms 

required for manufacturing, importing, testing, certifying and operating drones in India from 

25 to six. 

 With the fee reduced to nominal levels and no linkage of fees with the size of the 

drone would eventually lead to more drones getting registered. 

 The decision reflects a firm determination to foster growth of drones in India even as 

security forces grapple with ways and means to deal with the asymmetric threat posed by 

rogue drones in the hands of extremists and non-state actors. 

 The rules will go a long way in facilitating investments in drone technology in India. It 

facilitates a business-friendly regulatory regime for drones in India, the establishment of 

incubators for developing drone technologies and organizing competitive events to 

showcase drones and counter-drone solutions. 

 No pilot licence would be needed for micro drones for non-commercial use, nano drones 

and for R&D organisations and there would be no restriction on drone operations by 

foreign-owned companies registered in India. 

 The Centre also plans to set up drone corridors for cargo delivery. 

Conclusion 

Regulation on use of drones in India should be effectively implemented to foster technology and 

innovation in the development of drones and improve the ease of doing business, by side-lining 

unnecessary requirements and creating a single-window process. The government should ensure 

protection of privacy of citizens by limiting the use of drones for surveillance. It is important to use 

drones responsibly to minimize negative impacts on wildlife, including birds. Possibilities of drone-

related accidents should be minimized by strict enforcement of regulations. 

 Analyse the constitutional and legal safeguards in India with regard to state-led 

surveillance. Do you think they are adequate? (250 words) 
Reference:  The Hindu 
Why the question: 
The ‘Pegasus Project’ report says that over “300 verified Indian mobile telephone numbers, including 
those used by ministers, opposition leaders, journalists, the legal community, businessmen, 
government officials, scientists, rights activists and others”, were targeted using spyware made by 
the Israeli firm, NSO Group. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Analyse the constitutional and legal safeguards in India with regard to state-led surveillance. 
Directive: 
Analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with what you understand by State-led surveillance. 
Body: 
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Discuss that notably, there are no provisions in existing laws that allow the government to hack the 
phones of any individual since the hacking of computer resources, including mobile phones and apps, 
is a criminal offence under the IT Act. 
Explain the concerns in detail; against rights of citizens, Threat to press freedom, Weak protection for 
surveilled etc. Even the proposed personal data protection law fails to consider surveillance while 
also providing wide exemptions to government authorities. 
Vesting disproportionate surveillance power with the executive threatens the separation of powers of 
the government. 
Given the secrecy involved in surveillance activities, the affected person is unable to show a breach of 
his/her rights. Thus, there is limited scope for the Supreme Court and High Courts to issue writs under 
Articles 32 and 226 of the Constitution. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with a fair and balanced opinion and suggest what needs to be done. 
Introduction 

Spyware is software that is installed on a computing device without the end user’s 

knowledge. Pegasus is spyware that can be installed on mobile devices. It is regarded as one of the 

“most sophisticated” smartphone spyware. In May 2019, the Pegasus was being used to exploit 

WhatsApp and spy on potential targets. The spyware named ‘Pegasus’ is developed by the Israeli 

cyber arms firm NSO in 2016. 

According to the ‘Pegasus Project’, it has been reported that Pegasus, the malicious software, has 

allegedly been used to secretly monitor and spy on over 300 verified Indian mobile telephone 

numbers. It includes those used by ministers, opposition leaders, journalists, the legal community, 

businessmen, government officials, scientists, rights activists and others. 

Body: 

 

Constitutional and Legal Safeguards: 
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 The laws governing the aspect of state surveillance are the Indian Telegraph Act, 

1885, which deals with interception of calls, and the Information Technology (IT) Act, 2000, 

which deals with interception of data. 

 Under both laws, only the government, under certain circumstances, is permitted to 

conduct surveillance and not private actors. 

 Hacking is expressly prohibited under the IT Act. 

 Section 43 and Section 66 of the IT Act covers the civil and criminal offences of data theft 

and hacking respectively. 

 Section 66B of IT Act covers punishment for dishonestly receiving stolen computer 

resource or communication. The punishment includes imprisonment for a term which may 

extend to three years. 

 In 1996, the Supreme Court noted that there was a lack of procedural safeguards in 

the Indian Telegraph Act. It laid down some guidelines that were later codified into rules in 

2007. This included a specific rule that orders on interceptions of communication should 

only be issued by the Secretary in the Ministry of Home Affairs. 

 These rules were partly reflected in the IT (Procedures and Safeguards for Interception, 

Monitoring and Decryption of Information) Rules framed in 2009 under the IT Act. 

 The rules state that only the competent authority can issue an order for the interception, 

monitoring or decryption of any information generated, transmitted, received or stored in 

any computer resource including mobile phones. The competent authority is once again the 

Union Home Secretary or the State Secretaries in charge of the Home Departments. 

 The Supreme Court in a landmark decision in August 2017 (Justice K. S. Puttaswamy (Retd.) 

and Anr. vs Union Of India And Others) unanimously upheld the right to privacy as a 

fundamental right under Articles 14, 19 and 21 of the Constitution. This verdict is a building 

block and an important component of the legal battles that are to come over the state’s 

ability to conduct surveillance. 

Current laws are weak: 

 There have been concerns raised about the laws regarding legal surveillance stressing the 

need for checks and balances to be built into these laws. 

 The existing provisions of law under the Indian Telegraph Act of 1885and the Information 

Technology (IT) Act of 2000 (Section 69) seem to offer the government total opacity and 

impunity in respect of its interception and monitoring activities. 

 Even the Interception Rules of 2009offer weak protection to the surveilled. 

 There is also no scope for an individual subjected to surveillance to approach a court of law 

to challenge acts of surveillance. 

 Even the proposed personal data protection lawfails to consider surveillance while also 

providing wide exemptions to government authorities. 

Way forward: 
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 There is a need to balance the necessity of the government’s objectives of surveillance 

with the rights of the impacted individuals. 

 The press requires greater protections on speech and privacy. 

 In order to satisfy the ideal of “due process of law”, to maintain an effective separation of 

powers and to fulfil the requirements of procedural safeguards, there needs to be an 

oversight from another branch of the government over the executive’s power of 

surveillance. 

 Such a role can be effectively played by the judiciary. 

 There needs to be greater transparency in the system as in the current system, Government 

agencies are not accountable to anyone other than the government itself. 

 Reforms in the Indian surveillance regime should incorporate ethics of surveillance which 

considers the moral aspects of how surveillance is employed. 

 The privacy of citizens and the state’s requirements for security are equally important. The 

aspect of state surveillance or legal surveillance continues to be a grey area around the 

world. 

 The best way to avoid misuse is to come up with a well-defined law. 

 The data protection Bill with adequate safeguards needs to be passed at the earliest. 

Conclusion: 

Surveillance reform is the need of the hour in India as a comprehensive reform of the surveillance 

framework is long overdue. This is also the right time across the world, there is an increasingly 

urgent debate about how to protect basic rights against encroachment by an aggressive and 

intrusive state, which wields the rhetoric of national security like a sword. 

Our country needs a more humane and sensitive police force that works for the 

welfare of the citizens. Comment. (250 words) 
Reference:  The Hindu 
Why the question: 
The article explains that a healthy Police system is necessary to ensure a feeling of safety and security 
among the masses. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Explain in detail the need for a more humane and sensitive police force in the country. 
Directive: 
Comment– here we have to express our knowledge and understanding of the issue and form an 
overall opinion thereupon. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with some facts like – In 2015 (April – November), 25,357 cases were registered under the 
police category. This included 111 deaths in police custody, 330 cases of custodial torture, and 24,916 
in others.  These numbers were shared by the former Minister of State for Home Affairs, Kiren Rijiju, 
in the Lok Sabha in response to a question. 
Body: 
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Discuss that our country needs a more humane and sensitive police force that works for the welfare 
of the citizens. This requires harmonizing the working environment of police personnel along with the 
fulfillment of their psychological needs. 
Present a comparison with other countries. 
Explain the reasons behind police brutality. Suggest how and why we need to develop a more 
humane and sensitive police force in the country. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way ahead. 
Introduction 

Police force is law enforcing agency of the state. it has the responsibility to maintain social order 

and prevent the crimes from happening in the society.  The report on the Status of Policing in India, 

jointly developed by NGO Common Cause and the Centre for the Study of Developing Societies, was 

released recently. It shows the grip picture of police in India. 

Body 

Need for more humane and sensitive police force: 

 Custody-related deaths 

o Between April 1 and November 30, 2015, 25,357 cases were registered under police 

category which included 111 deaths in police custody, 330 cases of custodial torture 

and 24,916 in others. 

 Behaviour with the citizenry 

o In the Indian police force, the lower ranks of police personnel are often verbally 

abused by their superiors. 

o Many are not considered as individuals, are not shown compassion by the senior 

ranks, and work in inhuman conditions. 

o Many policemen deal with citizens in the manner that they do only because their 

work environments are not harmonious. 

o Their relationship with their superior officers is stressful and sycophantic. 

o One in two police personnel surveyed feel that Muslims are likely to be “naturally 

prone” to committing crimes. 

o Police forces exhibit frightening prejudices against women, lower castes, and 

minorities. 

o One in four male personnel demonstrates high bias against their female colleagues. 

 An overburdened police force: 

o Police force is overburdened especially at lower levels where constabulary is forced 

to work continuously 14-16 hrs and also for 7 days a week. It adversely impacts their 

performance. 

o While the sanctioned police strength was 181 police per lakh persons in 2016 when 

the United Nations recommended standard is 222 police per lakh persons. 
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o 86% of the state police comprises of constabulary. Constables are typically 

promoted once during their service. This could weaken their incentive to perform 

well. 

Reforms needed: 

 Directions of the Supreme Court in Prakash Singh vs Union of India: 

o The Supreme Court ordered the centre and states to set up authorities to lay down 

guidelines for police functioning, evaluate police performance, decide postings and 

transfers, and receive complaints of police misconduct. 

o The court also required that minimum tenure of service be guaranteed to key police 

officers to protect them from arbitrary transfers and postings. 

 Independent Complaints Authority: 

o The Second Administrative Reforms Commission and the Supreme Court have 

observed that there is a need to have an independent complaints authority to 

inquire into cases of police misconduct. 

o Example is that of the New York City Police which has a Civilian Complaint Review 

Board comprising of civilians appointed by local government bodies and the police 

commissioner to investigate into cases of police misconduct. 

 Investigation: 

o Experts have recommended that states must have their own specialized 

investigation units within the police force that are responsible for crime 

investigation. 

 Padmanabhaiah commission: 

o It has also been recommended that constables, and the police force in general, 

should receive greater training in soft skills given they need to deal with the public 

regularly. 

 Housing: 

o Importance of providing housing to the constabulary (and generally to the police 

force) to improve their efficiency and incentive to accept remote postings has also 

been emphasised by expert bodies, such as the National Police Commission. 

 Community policing: Janamaithri Suraksha in Kerala 

o This project is an initiative of the Kerala Police to facilitate greater accessibility, close 

interaction and better understanding between the police and local communities. For 

example, Beat Constables are required to know at least one family member of every 

family living in his beat area. 

o Meira Paibi (Torch-bearers) in Assam: The women of the Manipuri Basti in 

Guwahati help with improving the law and order problem in their area, by tackling 

drug abuse among the youth. They light their torches and go around the basti 
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guarding the entry and exit points, to prevent the youth of the area from going out 

after sunset 

 Courts: 

o The Madras High Court has said that the state government should contemplate 

giving policemen a day off in a week like other government officials in order to 

spend time with their families. 

o The court suggested introducing an 8-hour, three-shift system for police personnel. 

It will help them rejuvenate themselves and relieve them from stress. 

 Evidence based policing is gaining credibility day by day – Indian police force must be 

exposed to it. 

 Second ARC recommended that the government should declare certain crimes as “federal” 

and entrust their investigation to a Central agency. 

 Police need to have the operational freedom to carry out their responsibilities 

professionally, and satisfactory working conditions, while being held accountable for poor 

performance or misuse of power. 

 Gender Parity in Police force: The 2nd Administrative Reform Commission recommended 

that the representation of women in police at all levels should be increased through 

affirmative action so that they constitute about 33% of the police. 

 Improvement in Intelligence gathering: The intelligence gathering machinery in the field 

needs to be strengthened and at the same time, made more accountable. Human 

intelligence should be combined with information derived from diverse sources with the 

focus on increased use of technology. 

Conclusion: 

The police force needs to be freed from the stranglehold of the executive and given functional 

autonomy to enforce the rule of law. Police should be a SMART Police -a police which should be 

strict and sensitive, modern and mobile, alert and accountable, reliable and responsible, tech-savvy 

and trained. 

  

 What the Pegasus surveillance scandal means for Indian democracy? Analyse.(250 

words) 

Reference:  Indian Express 
Why the question: 
‘Pegasus Project’ report produced by the collaborative investigation of journalists from around the 
world has given rise to speculations of extensive surveillance by the Indian government. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss in detail what the Pegasus surveillance scandal means for Indian democracy. 
Directive: 
Analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia
https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/pegasus-surveillance-scandal-indian-democracy-7414271/


INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 

 
 

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia  Page 86 

Start with key facts relevant to the question to set the context. 
Body: 
The answer body must have the following aspects covered: 
The Pegasus scandal is a matter of grave concern for Indian democracy. We have to discuss its 
Implications and future course of action. 
Firstly, talk about the associated laws and agencies involved in surveillance activities in India. 
Then discuss the threat posed by excessive surveillance; while a small amount of surveillance is 
necessary for national security, excess and arbitrary surveillance is dangerous. Excessive and 
unaccountable surveillance imperils privacy, freedom of thought, of speech, and has a chilling effect 
on people’s behaviour. 
Discuss the concerns associated with surveillance in India. 
Conclusion: 
Suggest solutions to address the issue and conclude. 
Introduction 

‘Pegasus Project’ report produced by the collaborative investigation of journalists from around the 

world has given rise to speculations of extensive surveillance by the Indian government. As per 

reports of some national and international news agencies there appeared on a leaked list of 

“potential” or actual targets for spying by the Israeli company NSO’s Pegasus spyware. 

As per claims, at least a 1,000 Indian phone numbers are in a list of potential targets of surveillance 

using the Pegasus spyware sold by Israeli company the NSO Group to “vetted governments” with the 

approval of the Israeli government. 

Body 

Implications of Pegasus spyware issue on Indian democracy: 

 Allegations against Supreme Court: 

o There are allegations that the phones of the woman who had complained of sexual 

harassment against a former Chief Justice, and her family, might have been subject 

to surveillance. 

o If true, it casts a serious doubt on the sanctity of the Supreme Court’s proceedings. 

 Integrity of democratic institutions:  

o A system in which political opponents, officials of the Election Commission, and 

political colleagues could be subject to this kind of surveillance, will inspire less 

confidence in the democratic institutions too. 

 National security implications: 

o The explosive growth of surveillance technology vendors is a global security and 

human rights problem. 

o Even if authorized (which is doubtful), the use of Pegasus poses a national security 

risk. Who else will have access to that information? How much geopolitics is now 

influenced by these shadowy cyber weapons? 

 Foreign relations: 
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o The issue also indicates that surveillance rules in India are not as per global 

standards. 

o This hinders India’s ability to enter data sharing agreements,which allow 

government agencies to access data stored overseas when required, with other 

countries. 

o Surveillance rules in sync with the global standards would allow India to enter into 

executive data sharing agreementswith countries like the US which require judicial 

review of surveillance-thereby solving the inequitable present data access scenarios 

where law enforcement authorities in India have to deal with a long process to 

access data stored abroad, 

Measures needed: 

 Global agreement: 

o It is not primarily China, but democratic states like Israel and UK, that are selling 

technologies for deepening the surveillance powers of states. 

o There needs to be a global compact, or at least one amongst democratic states, on 

regulating these technologies. 

 Role of the court: 

o The Pegasus allegations are debilitating in their potential effect on the trust that 

underpins the pact between government and people. 

o The court must play its role in ensuring that the questions are answered, and due 

process is followed, no matter where it might lead to. 

 Surveillance reforms: Following reform measures need to be implemented – 

o The review committee consists of officers of the executive branch of the 

government. The oversight committee, to enable a working separation of 

powers, must consist of other branches of government, i.e. the legislative and 

judiciary 

o Neither the IT Act nor the 2009 Interception Rules, provide a grievance redressal 

mechanismfor surveilled persons. Due to the strict confidentiality provisions, 

surveilled persons find it impossible to ascertain and prove whether they were being 

surveilled. 

o Checks and balances on discretionary powers: The law allows for surveillance for 

reasons including the interest of public safety where it is necessary or expedient so 

to do in the interests of the sovereignty and integrity of India” and for “public order 

or for preventing incitement to the commission of an offence”. This is a lot of 

discretion here, which often leads to abuse of these powers. Hence, laws should be 

amended and narrowed by providing an indicative list of what constitutes abuse of 

surveillance or interception powers, with stringent penal consequences. 

Conclusion 
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The whole incident brought forward the issue of digital security and the ways to achieve it with 

minimum loopholes. It is necessary to be self-aware about digital security because compromise in 

that could lead to a situation of total surveillance. Setting stringent cybersecurity standards to 

protect individuals and institutions of national importance, to make sure that the unity of the nation 

and the integrity of the individuals stay safe and secure. The largest democracy in the world cannot 

be at the mercy of a shady, private company. 

  

Discuss the objectives and key features of Essential Defence Services Bill 2021. (250 

words) 
Reference:  Indian Express 
Why the question: 
The article gives us insights on the Essential Defence Services Bill 2021. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss the objectives and key features of Essential Defence Services Bill 2021. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with what the Essential Defence Services Bill 2021 is about. 
Body: 
Essential Defence Services Bill is aimed at preventing the staff of the government-owned ordnance 
factories from going on a strike. 
The question is straightforward and there isn’t much to deliberate. One must explain the key features 
and objectives of the bill in detail. 
It is meant to “provide for the maintenance of essential defence services so as to secure the security 
of nation and the life and property of public at large and for matters connected therewith or 
incidental thereto” 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with its importance. 
Introduction 

The Essential Defence Services Bill, 2021 was recently introduced the in Lok Sabha. The bill seeks to 

replace the ordinance issued in June 2021. The Essential Defence Services Bill is aimed at preventing 

the staff of the government-owned ordnance factories from going on a strike by anyone engaged in 

the essential defence services. The bill allows the central government to prohibit strikes, lock-outs, 

and lay-offs in units engaged in essential defence services. 

Body 

Objectives: 

 The Bill is aimed at preventing the staff of the government-owned ordnance factories from 

going on a strike. 

 Around 70,000 people work with the 41 ordnance factories around the country. 
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 The Bill mentioned that that it is meant to “provide for the maintenance of essential defence 

services so as to secure the security of nation and the life and property of public at large and 

for matters connected therewith or incidental thereto”. 

 According to the government, “Indian Ordnance Factories is the oldest and largest industrial 

setup which functions under the Department of Defence Production of the Ministry of 

Defence. The ordnance factories form an integrated base for indigenous production of 

defence hardware and equipment, with the primary objective of self-reliance in equipping 

the armed forces with state of the art battlefield equipment.” as the objective of the bill. 

Key features: 

 Essential defence services:  

o Essential defence services include any service in: 

 any establishment or undertaking dealing with production of goods or equipment required 

for defence related purposes, or 

 any establishment of the armed forces or connected with them or defence.  These also 

include services that, if ceased, would affect the safety of the establishment engaged in such 

services or its employees. 

o In addition, the government may declare any service as an essential defence service 

if its cessation would affect the: 

 production of defence equipment or goods, 

 operation or maintenance of industrial establishments or units engaged in such production, 

or 

 repair or maintenance of products connected with defence. 

 Strikes: 

o Under the Bill, strike is defined as cessation of work by a body of persons acting 

together.  It includes: 

 mass casual leave, 

 coordinated refusal of any number of persons to continue to work or accept employment, 

 refusal to work overtime, where such work is necessary for maintenance of essential 

defence services, and 

 any other conduct which results in, or is likely to result in, disruption of work in essential 

defence services. 

 Prohibition on strikes, lock-outs, and lay-offs: 

o Under the Bill, the central government may prohibit strikes, lock-outs, and lay-offs in 

units engaged in essential defence services.  The government may issue such order if 

necessary in the interest of: 

 sovereignty and integrity of India, 
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 security of any state, 

 public order, 

 public, 

 decency, or 

o The prohibition order will remain in force for six months, and may be extended by 

six months. 

o Strikes and lock-outs that are declared after the issue of the prohibition order, or 

had commenced before the prohibition order was issued will be illegal. 

o The prohibition will not apply to lay-offs made due to power shortage or natural 

calamity, or lay-offs of temporary or casual workmen. 

 Punishment for illegal lock-outs and lay-offs: 

o Employers violating the prohibition order through illegal lock-outs or lay-offs will be 

punished with up to one-year imprisonment or Rs 10,000 fine, or both.  

 Punishment for illegal strikes: 

o Persons commencing or participating in illegal strikes will be punished with up to 

one-year imprisonment or Rs 10,000 fine, or both. 

o Persons instigating, inciting, or taking actions to continue illegal strikes, or knowingly 

supplying money for such purposes, will be punished with up to two years’ 

imprisonment or Rs 15,000 fine, or both. 

o Further, such an employee will be liable to disciplinary action including dismissal as 

per the terms and conditions of his service. 

o In such cases, the concerned authority is allowed to dismiss or remove the employee 

without any inquiry, if it is not reasonably practicable to hold such inquiry. 

o All offences punishable under the Ordinance will be cognisable and non-bailable. 

 Public utility service: 

o The Bill amends the Industrial Disputes Act, 1947 to include essential defence 

services under public utility services. 

o Under the Act, in case of public utility services, a six-week notice must be given 

before: 

 persons employed in such services go on strike in breach of contract or 

 employers carrying on such services do lock-outs. 

Conclusion 

The employee unions and associations had threatened to go on strike last year as well, when the 

government had declared that it will start the process towards OFB corporatisation. Thus, there is a 

need to provide for the maintenance of essential defence services so as to secure the security of 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia


INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 

 
 

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia  Page 91 

nation and the life and property of public at large and for matters connected therewith or incidental 

thereto. 

  

 

 Discuss in detail the major impacts of National Rural Livelihoods Mission on the 

society of India. (250 words) 
Reference:  orfonline.org 
Why the question: 
The National Rural Livelihoods Mission which completed the first phase of ten years, since its launch 
in the year 2011, is gearing up for the next phase of reforms. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss in detail the major impacts of National Rural Livelihoods Mission on the society of India. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with brief introduction of NRLM. 
Body: 
The answer body must have the following aspects covered: 
Discuss first the key initiatives of NRLM. 
Then explain the major Impacts of NRLM on the Society; empowering society, bringing women into 
public sphere, increasing women participation in workforce, augmenting income, financial inclusion 
etc. 
Bring out the challenges associated. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with its importance. 
Introduction 

The National Rural Livelihoods Mission (NRLM) was launched in 2011 with support from the World 

Bank to improve the livelihoods of poor rural people and boost the rural economy. The NRLM 

utilised the ecosystem of SHGs in these rural districts to execute the Mission. In 2015, the 

government renamed the Mission as Deendayal Antayodaya Yojana (DAY-NRLM). 

Today, ten years since the NRLM was first launched, India has the largest network of women’s SHGs 

across the world. 

Body 
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Current status of DAY-NRLM: 

 NRLM has multiple, overlapping goals: poverty reduction, women’s empowerment, and 

improving outcomes in health, nutrition, and education. 

 As of May 2021, there are 6.9 million SHGs in India with 75 million members. 

 In the current era of COVID-19, the SHGs across the country’s rural districts are crucial in 

mitigating the manifold impacts of the pandemic. 

 Community kitchens in states like Kerala, Odisha, Jharkhand, and Uttar Pradesh have fed 

migrant workers and other poor families. 

 Women in SHGs who work as ‘bank sakhis (banking correspondents)’, facilitated access to 

cash transfers for the COVID-19 relief package. 

Social Impacts of DAY-NRLM 

 The NRLM has enabled rural families to negotiate for greater access to essential services 

such as education and healthcare. 

 It has had an impact on access to land for women to grow food, and on gender issues with 

women’s groups taking on issues like dowry, child marriage, and discrimination against girls. 

 SHGs—in the overall context of the NRLM—have had a strong impact on women’s 

empowerment, including political participation, knowledge of administration, financial 

literacy, mobility, and decision-making. 

 Increasing women’s participation in the work force 

o In 2019 the World Bank examined the NRLM’s impact on female labour force 

participation through women’s self-employment. 

o From 2011 to 2016-17, the villages with NRLM intervention experienced an overall 

increase of 20.4 percent in self-employment livelihood activities. 

Economic Impacts of DAY-NRLM 

 The NRLM has established structures for financial literacy and credit counselling for women. 

 The multi-sectoral approach to financial inclusion by combing micro loans, social networks 

and upskilling of women has found to be impactful in increasing family income. 
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 It has mobilised household savings, and provided access to credit and linkages to banks. 

 It enrolled SHG members and their spouses for health, life and disability insurance. 

 Various studies have indicated that the NRLM has had positive effects on women’s decision 

making capabilities, by giving them more voice. 

Concerns / Challenges 

 Most SHGs remain crowded in low-productivity, primary-sector activities, mainly agriculture, 

and are bogged down by low absorption of technology. 

 The programme has not led to diversify into other high-productive activities. 

 Most SHGs remain confined to being microfinance units rather than vibrant business 

entities. 

 Often, women themselves are unwilling or inhibited to scale up businesses or do not find 

support within their families. 

 The members of SHGs remain mere beneficiaries of the programmes and have little control 

over the decision-making process. 

 The COVID-19 pandemic has disrupted the functioning of SHGs—the backbone of the NRLM. 

 There has been a massive impact on the savings and income-generating activities of these 

SHGs. 

 Compared to MGNREGS, the NRLM has historically received minuscule allocations. 

Way forward 

 In its next phase, the NRLM must aim to improve livelihoods by expanding entrepreneurship 

and creating income opportunities both on-and off-farm. 

 The NRLM should tap the startup and private sector space. 

 Kerala’s Kudumbshree which again has shown the way. In 2019, it tied up with Amazon for 

its programme Amazon Saheli, through which it promotes women entrepreneurs by selling 

their products to Amazon customers. 

 The current FY budget is channelling more funds to the NRLM is a step in the right direction. 

 Putting more money into the Mission can help make it a truly transformative programme. 

 If the issues identified above could be addressed as a matter of urgent concern, the NRLM 

could prove to be key to rebuilding lives in rural India. 

Conclusion 

DAY-NRLM is a vital scheme which is imperative in the view of continuous monsoon failures and 

agrarian distress seen in recent years in Rural India. The scheme helps in sustainable development of 

the rural people with skilling, job creation and alternative livelihoods across genders. The key to 

success of DAY-NRLM lies at the core of its successful implementation at the grass-roots level. 
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Critically analyse the effectiveness of government policies and programs to tackle the 

food crisis during COVID 19 pandemic in India. (250 words) 

Reference:  The Hindu 
Why the question: 
The article highlights the lessons from India’s food security response. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Critically analyse the effectiveness of government policies and programs to tackle the food crisis 
during COVID 19 pandemic in India. 
Directive: 
Critically analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or 
nature of the topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
When ‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the 
topic and give a fair judgment. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with a fact such as; India has made enormous progress in food production over the years, with 
an inspiring journey towards self-sufficiency in food production marked by the Green Revolution. In 
2020, India produced over 30 crore tonnes of cereals and had built up a food stock of 10 crore tonnes. 
Body: 
The answer body must analyse in detail the food policies by the government amidst the pandemic 
times. 
 Key measures initiated by the Union government included allowing the States to lift their allocations 
for six months in one go, in anticipation of a surge in demand for foodgrain through the public 
distribution system. 
As data shows, there was an unprecedented spike in the uptake of subsidized and free food grains 
during the lockdown. The public distribution system became a lifeline for millions hit by the 
pandemic. 
Discuss the challenges faced. 
Conclusion: 
Suggest way ahead and conclude. 
Introduction 

The Covid-19 pandemic has severely derailed development across the world. It has compounded the 

pre-crisis levels of food insecurity and malnutrition with job losses, supply chain disruptions, and 

declines in revenue from key exports and remittances. 

Body 

Globally, the World Food Programme predicts that the number of people facing acute food 

insecurity around the world will almost double to 270 million, including 121 million new food 

insecure due to Covid-19. 

However, South Asia is particularly vulnerable, with the number of chronically underfed people 

projected to rise by to 330 million by 2030. It is also the only sub region in the world where more 

than half the children from the poorest fifth of society are stunted. 

As per The State of Food Security Nutrition in the World 2021 (SOFI) report, 

 The prevalence of under nutrition among the total population in India was 15.3% during 

2018-20. This is significantly low when compared to the global 8.9% during the same period. 

 This is an improvement from the 21.6% during 2004-06. 
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 In the year 2020, about 17.3% of children under the age of five years suffered a wasted 

growth with low weight for height, the highest among countries. 

 About 31% of children have low height for age (stunted) which is an improvement from 

41.7% in 2012 but is still higher than many other countries in the world. 

 The country has observed an increase in the prevalence of obesity among the adult 

population from 3% in 2012 to 3.9% in 2016. 

 The prevalence of anaemia among women of reproductive age has only marginally 

improved from 53.2%in 2012 to 53% in 2019. 

Government Policies 

 PM Garib Kalyan Ann Yojana (PMGKAY) : Out of a total monthly allocation of 39.69 lakh 

Metric Tonnes (MT) under the PMGKAY, 15.55 lakh MT have been lifted by states. 

 Atmanirbhar Bharat Rozgar Yojana: government has announced a fresh set of 

measures, worth around Rs. 1.2 lakh crore, to boost job creation, provide liquidity support 

to stressed sectors and encourage economic activity in housing and infrastructure areas. 

 An additional outlay of Rs. 65,000 crore is being provided as a fertiliser subsidy to support 

increasing demand on the back of a good monsoon and sharp increase in the crop-sown 

area. 

 Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi: The Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi (PM-KISAN)is 

the first universal basic income type of scheme targeted towards farmers. Initially, the 

scheme was targeted at small and medium farmers, but with the declining growth in gross 

value added of the agricultural sector, it was extended to all farmers in May 2019. 

Positive Impacts 

 It covers various sections of the vulnerable, ranging from farmers to healthcare workers. 

 It is appreciable on the part of the government that it has made the use of existing 

schemes like PM Kisan in the package. The efforts appear to keep the funding within the 

budget as much as possible and retain control over the deficit. 

 Application of PM Gareeb Kalyan Yojana will help in the disposal of excess stocks with the 

Food Corporation of India (FCI). The Food Corporation of India (FCI) and the National 

Agricultural Cooperative Marketing Federation of India are now holding some 77.6 mt of 

cereals (3.5 times more than required) and 2.2 mt of pulses respectively. 

 The offer to pay both employer and employee contributions to the Provident Fund for very 

small business enterprises will offer relief to those businesses that have been forced to shut 

down operations. 

 The schemes directly or indirectly helps over 50% of the workforce 

 Various studies show that the scheme has significantly helped those who are relatively more 

dependent on agriculture and have poor access to credit. Nearly, 93% of non-beneficiary 

farmers had already applied for the scheme, depicting awareness and potential uptake. 

Despite these measures food security has been threatened: 
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 Extreme Hunger: Covid-19 has struck at a time when hunger or undernourishment keeps 

rising. According to the latest UN estimates, 83 to 132 million more people may suffer 

extreme hunger in 2020 as a result of the economic recession triggered by the pandemic. 

 India’s chances of staving off large-scale Covid-19 deaths will depend on how effectively the 

menace of hidden hunger is addressed. 

 Malnourishment: Apart from extreme hunger people are also suffering from 

undernourishment. India’s wasting rate is extremely high at 20.8% — the highest wasting 

rate of any country. 

 The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) estimates that 194.4 million people in India 

(about 14.5% of the total population) are undernourished. 

 According to recent estimates, even in the best possible scenario and accounting for changes 

in the provision of essential health and nutrition services due to COVID-19, India could have 

around additional 60,000 child deaths (around 3, 00,000 in the worst-case scenario) in the 

next six months. 

 Extreme Poverty: research conducted by Pew Research Centre has found that 

the coronavirus pandemic has pushed about 32 million Indians out of the middle class and 

increased poverty in India. Poverty rate in India likely rose to 9.7% in 2020. 

 Soaring unemployment rates, income losses and rising food costs are jeopardizing food 

access in developed and developing countries alike and will have long-term effects on food 

security. 

 Recession: The Gross Domestic Product (GDP), had contracted by 24.4% and 7.3% in the 

April-June and July-September quarters, respectively, marking a technical recession in the 

aftermath of the Covid-19 pandemic 

 Sharpened Social Divides: Covid-19 has exposed some of the India’s deepest inequalities. 

The rich have been able to keep enjoying even the luxury due to their wealth accumulation. 

Millions of people on the other hand have been thrown out of work and don’t have enough 

money to even feed their families. 

Way Forward 

 Departure from Trickle-down Effect: Tackling these new problems will require new ideas 

and a more robust political will. Past progress was sustained by the benign trickle-down 

effects of strong economies. The Government must take direct responsibility for the ones 

who are vulnerable and marginalised. 

 Increasing Resilience: Find ways to increase resilience across our food systems by identifying 

new marketing channels like e-commerce which will provide more avenues to the farmers to 

sell their product in case of low demand in the local market. 

 If feasible, relocate markets to larger premises, while ensuring the appropriate 

infrastructure is in place to maintain health, hygiene, and quality and food safety. 

 Increase Efficiency: Increase efficiency to reduce losses and improve the quality of products 

available. It would be a good initiative to identify collection centres closer to producers, for 
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example develop storage facilities like warehouse receipt system platforms where farmers 

can deliver their produce without the need to go to markets. 

 If possible, allow local markets to remain open, while putting in place strict physical 

distancing measures within and outside markets. 

 Inclusive Finance: Inclusive access to finance to strengthen and expand rural supply chains is 

also crucial. Banking products and financial services must be made available to poor 

populations on priority basis. 

 Comprehensive Recovery Programme: The Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) of the 

United Nations has recently launched a new comprehensive Covid-19 Response and 

Recovery Programme to provide an agile and coordinated global response aimed at ensuring 

access to nutritious food for everyone. It aims to mobilise all forms of resources and 

partnerships at the hands of every country. 

 Encouraging Innovation: We must, as a priority, enable farmers to be more dynamic, 

entrepreneurial and competitive through continual innovation. 

 We need smallholder farmers to produce nutritious foods, without fear of crop failures, and 

we also need to get those foods to the mouths of the hungry across the region and beyond. 

 To do this, smallholders desperately need access to financial resources, technology and 

innovation 

Conclusion 

There is no time to waste. Everyone needs to lend a hand. Governments, academia, the private 

sector, UN agencies, civil society organisations, international financial institutions and the people 

who bring us the food we eat, the smallholders should come together and help each other in every 

way possible. 

 

Critically examine the Emigration Bill 2021. Will it be sufficient to protect Indian 

workers overseas? (250 words) 
Reference:  The Hindu 
Why the question: 
The Emigration Bill 2021 is likely to be introduced in Parliament. Thus the context. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Critically examine the Emigration Bill 2021. And analyse if it be sufficient to protect Indian workers 
overseas. 
 Directive: 
Critically examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we have to look into the topic (content words) in 
detail, inspect it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. 
While doing so we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
When ‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the 
topic and give a fair judgment. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with background of emigrants of India living abroad. 
Body: 
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There has been growing number of reports of exploitative practices like large recruitment charges, 
contract substitution, and deception, retention of passports, non-payment or underpayment of 
wages, poor living conditions, discrimination and other forms of ill-treatment of the Indian migrant 
workers. 
Discuss the key features of the new Bill. 
Account for the pros and cons of the Bill. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that the new Bill though better than the Emigration Act 1983, more reforms are needed to 
protect Indian workers. The new bill must explicitly recognize the contributions of Indian workers, the 
unique challenges they face, and uphold the dignity and human rights of migrants and their families. 
Introduction 

The Ministry of External Affairs has invited public inputs to the Emigration Bill 2021. The Bill 

presents a long-overdue opportunity to reform the recruitment process for nationals seeking 

employment abroad. Currently, Labour migration is governed by the Emigration Act, 1983. 

Body 

Highlights of the Bill: 

 The Bill intends to replace the Emigration Act of 1983. 

 The Bill envisagescomprehensive emigration management, institutes regulatory 

mechanisms governing overseas employment of Indian nationals and establishes 

a framework for protection and promotion of welfare of emigrants. 

 The bill proposesa three-tier institutional framework: 

o It launches a new emigration policy division in (MEA) which will be referred to as 

the Central Emigration Management Authority. 

o It proposes aBureau of Emigration Policy and Planning, and a Bureau of Emigration 

Administration shall handle day-to-day operational matters and oversee the welfare 

of emigrants. 

o It proposes nodal agencies under a Chief Emigration Officerto ensure the welfare 

and protection of the emigrants. 

 It permits government authorities to punish workers by cancelling or suspending their 

passportsand imposing fines up to Rs 50,000 for violating any of the Bill’s provisions. 

o When enforced, it can be used as a tool to crackdown on workers who migrate 

through unregistered brokersor via irregular arrangements such as on tourist visas. 

 The proposed legislation will also maintain registration of human resources agencies, validity 

and renewal and cancellation of a certificate. 

o Besides, authorities will be empowered to have certain powers of the civil court. 

Rationale behind the Bill: 

 Labour migration is governed by the Emigration Act, 1983which sets up a mechanism for 

hiring through government-certified recruiting agents – individuals or public or private 

agencies. 
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 The Emigration Act, 1983 enacted in thespecific context of large-scale emigration to the 

Gulf, falls short in addressing the wide geo-economic, geo-political and geo-strategic 

impact that emigration has today. 

 Independent investigations into migrant worker conditions, for years, have underlined 

serious exploitative practicessuch as Large recruitment charges, Contract substitution, 

Deception, Retention of passports, non-payment or underpayment of wages, poor living 

conditions, discrimination and other forms of ill-treatment. 

 For instance, in recent months, media reports have highlighted how the majority of migrant 

worker deaths in the Arab Gulf States/West Asiaare attributed to heart attacks and 

respiratory failures, whose causes are unexplained and poorly understood. 

Pros of the bills: 

 The Emigration Bill 2021 launches a new emigration policy division. 

 It establishes help-desks and welfare committees. 

 It requires manpower agencies to conduct pre-departure briefings for migrants. 

 The Bill also increases accountability of brokers and other intermediaries who are also 

involved in labour hiring. 

Challenges: 

 Lacks Gender Sensitivity: 

o This Bill does not adequately reflect the gender dimensions of labour migration. 

o For instance, women have limited agency in recruitment compared to their 

counterparts. 

o They are more likely to be employed in marginalised and informal sectors and/or 

isolated occupations in which labour, physical, psychological, and sexual abuse are 

common. 

o This is not addressed. 

 Punishing workers: 

o The Bill permits government authorities to punish workers. 

o It can cancel or suspend their passports and impose fines up to Rs. 50,000 for 

violating any of the Bill’s provisions. 

o The aim is to restrict workers who migrate through unregistered brokers or via 

irregular arrangements such as on tourist visas. 

o But migrant workers opt for such ways either because they are unaware of the law 

or under the influence of their recruiters, or simply desperate to find a decent job. 

o So, criminalising migrant workers’ choices runs contradictory to the purpose of 

protecting migrants and their families. 

 Lacks a Human Rights Framework: 
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o The bill lacks a human rights frameworkaimed at securing the rights of migrants and 

their families. 

o The penal provisions under the law criminalizes the choices migrant workers 

o The choices are done either because they are unaware of the law, under the 

influence of their recruiters, or simply desperate to find a decent job. 

o Further, migrants in an irregular situation who fear that they could be fined or have 

their passports revoked, are alsoless likely to make complaints or pursue remedies 

for abuses faced. 

o Progressive labour regimes do so. 

o For instance, Philippines explicitly recognises the contributions of Filipino workers 

and the dignity and fundamental human rights and freedoms of the Filipino citizens 

 Not in Sync with International Standards: 

o The Bill permits manpower agencies to charge workers’ service fees, and even 

allows agents to set their own limits. 

o However, International labour standards and the International Labour 

organization (ILO) general principles recognise that it is employers, not workers who 

should bear recruitment payments. 

o The Recruitment fees eat into worker’s savings, force them to take high-interest 

loans, leave workers in situations of debt bondage — a form of forced labour. 

Way forward 

 India needs to formulate migration centric policies, strategies, and institutional 

mechanisms in order to ensure inclusive growth and development and reduce distress 

migration. 

 It should explicitly recognise the contributions of Indian workers, and the unique challenges 

they face. 

 Importantly, it should uphold the dignity and human rights of migrants and their families. 

 Then it must address the specific provisions that diverge from this purpose. 

 This will increase India’s prospects for poverty reduction and achieving Sustainable 

Development Goals. 

The UP draft Population Bill seeks to codify and institutionalize an ableist mindset. In 

this context discuss the issues associated with the Bill. (250 words) 
Reference:  Indian Express 
Why the question: 
The article highlights that apart from UP’s population policy’s coercive approach to population 
control, it plays into the widely prevalent notion of the disabled as a burden. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss in detail the issues associated with the UP draft population Bill. 
Directive: 
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Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with brief context of the question. A new draft Bill prepared by the Uttar Pradesh (UP) Law 
Commission seeks to control the population by introducing a two-child policy. 
Body: 
The answer body must critically analyse in detail the provision of Disability in the draft bill, Section 15 
of the draft Bill grants exemption to certain classes of individuals from the two-child norm. 
The Bill draws from the Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act, 2016 to define disability. There are 21 
conditions listed in the Act. These include impairments like visual, hearing and speech, locomotor, 
intellectual disabilities as also blood disorders and learning disabilities like dyslexia. 
The bill invokes an ableist mindset and tends to view the disabled as non-existent and equivalent to 
being dead. It reinforces the belief of disability being a curse. 
The bill also infuses the notion of incapability or incapacity of all persons with disabilities while 
underlining that having a disabled child is as good as not having one at all. 
It is no coincidence that Section 15 of the draft Bill is titled, “Of Death or Disability of Child”. It 
equates the two. 
Conclusion: 
The way disability is dealt with in the draft Bill shows a complete lack of understanding of what 
constitutes a disability, as also its heterogeneous status. It reflects sadly on how the state views 
persons with disabilities. 
Introduction 

India’s Two-Child Policy refers to the family planning laws which restricts the number of children to 

two for a given couple. On World Population Day (11th July), Uttar Pradesh government announced 

a new population policy for 2021-2030. The new policy has provisions to give incentives to those 

who help in population control. 

The UP-government’s law commission has also prepared a population control bill, under which 

a two-child norm will be implemented and promoted. As per the draft, violation of the policy is 

penalised with measures such as barring for elections and abidance is rewarded with measures such 

as promotion in jobs, subsidy etc. 

Body: 

Instances in other states: 

 Assam will become the fourth state after Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh and Rajasthan to 

have a two-child norm in place for government jobs. 

 In Andhra Pradesh and Telangana, the 1994 Panchayat Raj Act disqualifies a person with 

more than two children from contesting election. Those who already had more than three 

could, however, contest these polls. 

 In Maharashtra, people having more than two children are barred from contesting gram 

panchayat and municipal elections. 

 Also, the Maharashtra Civil Services (Declaration of Small Family) Rules of 2005 disqualify a 

person having more than two children from holding a post in the state government. Women 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia


INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 

 
 

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia  Page 102 

are not allowed PDS (public distribution system) benefits if she has more than two 

children in Maharashtra. 

 Rajasthan is more like Assam in declaring candidates with more than two children ineligible 

for government jobs. The Rajasthan Panchayat Raj Act 1994 makes a person disqualified 

from contesting panchayat election with a relaxation if one of the two children are a 

disabled child. 

 The Odisha Zilla Parishad Act bars those individuals with more than two children from 

contesting. 

 

The insistence on two-child policy is criticised due to the following: 

 Lack of Human Capital for next generation: 

o India is a country with a booming technology industry, one that relies on young people. 

o There is fear that, by restricting the number of children that can be born, there will not 

be enough educated young people in the next generation to carry on India’s 

technological revolution. 

 Slows down the population growth of country: 

o Critics also argue that the population growth of India will slow down naturally as the 

country grows richer and becomes more educated. 

o This is as seen in Japan, Scandinavian countries like Norway where people prefer not to 

have children as they are seen as liability. 
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 Stronger Meta-Son Preference: 

o There are already well-documented problems with China’s one-child policy, namely 

the gender imbalance resulting from a strong preference for boys and millions of 

undocumented children who were born to parents that already had their one child. 

o These problems risk being replicated in India with the implementation of their two-

child policy. 

 Economic burden on younger generation: 

o By interfering with the birth rate, India faces a future with severe negative population 

growth, a serious problem that most developed countries are trying to reverse. 

o With negative population growth, the number of old people receiving social services is 

larger than the young tax base that is paying for the social services. 

o In this case, taxes must be increased and young people risk contributing way more 

than they will receive in the future. 

 Discrimination towards women: 

o The law related may also be anti-women. 

o Experts have advised caution against any population policy that puts women’s health 

and well-being at risk. 

o Given that the burden of contraception and family planning disproportionately falls on 

women, it is likely that female sterilisation will increase further. 

o Human rights activists argue that, not only does the law discriminate against women 

right from birth (through abortion or infanticide of female foetuses and babies), but 

divorce and familial abandonment are at risk of increasing if a man with a large family 

wants to run for political office. 

o In addition, women in India are, by and large, uneducated and illiterate and, as such, 

are often unaware of the two-child policy. 

 Impacts sexual rights of women negatively: 

o A legal restriction to two children could force couples to go for sex-selective 

abortions as there are only two ‘attempts. 

o A significant proportion of such women, especially those from lower socio-economic 

strata, would be forced to go for unsafe abortions because of issues of access and 

affordability. 

o Besides being inhumane, this is bound to create gender imbalances. 

 Discriminates differently abled: 

o The UP-draft Bill seeks to codify and institutionalise an ableist mindset. It stigmatises 

and devalues the disabled as lesser beings. 

o Apart from its regressive, anti-poor and anti-women nature, it should also be opposed 

for reinforcing an ableist mindset. 
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o The way disability is dealt with in the draft Bill shows a complete lack of understanding 

of what constitutes a disability as also its heterogeneous status. 

o the UP-draft Bill is in complete contravention of the United Nations Convention of the 

Rights of Persons with Disabilities. 

There is no need for urgent and aggressive steps to control population required for India due to: 

 It is indeed a fact that population of India is growing and will continue to grow for the next 

couple of decades. This is because, as compared to the past, there is a higher proportion of 

people in the marriageable age group who will produce children, and people are now living 

longer. 

 However, the fertility rates are also declining. The average number of children that a woman is 

expected to bear in her lifetime is called the total fertility rate (TFR). A TFR of about 2.1 is 

considered as replacement-level fertility – if achieved, it will lead the population to stabilise in 

the long run. 

 As per National Family Health Survey data, the country-level TFR in India is 2.23, which is not 

hugely above the desired level of 2.1. 

 Twenty states/UTs have achieved the replacement-level TFR, another five have got it below 2.2, 

with the remaining 11 states (including Bihar, UP, MP, Rajasthan, Jharkhand and Chhattisgarh) 

having a higher rate. Though these 11 states/UTs accounts for 42% of country’s population, they 

are already showing a fall in their TFRs. 

Way forward: 

 Family planning is an effective tool to ensure a stable rise in the population. The government at 

all levels- Union, State and Local, citizens, civil societies as well as the businesses must take 

the onus to promote awarenessand advocate the sexual and reproductive rights of women and 

encourage the use of contraception. 

 There is a need for well-researched planning and implementationon how to harness the 

population growth for the maximum economic benefit of the society and country. 

 If young people, and adolescent girls in particular, have access to education, relevant skills, 

information and services to make healthy choices, including related to Sexual & Reproductive 

Health, are empowered to exercise their rights, and have access to opportunities for 

employment, then India will be on a clear path to achieve its goals. 

 In order to have a better future for all on a healthy planet, attainment of the Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs)related to poverty, gender equality, economic growth among others 

is critical. 

Account for India’s human trafficking crisis. What are the factors that are leading to 

increasing vulnerability? (250 words) 
Reference: The Hindu 

Introduction 

United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) defines Human Trafficking as the recruitment, 

transportation, transfer, harbouring or receipt of people through force, fraud or deception, with 
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the aim of exploiting them for profit. It is the illegal trade in human beings for the purposes of 

commercial sexual exploitation, prostitution or forced labour. 

Trafficking in human beings is the third largest organized crime violating basic human rights. There is 

no specific law so far to deal with this crime. Accordingly, the Union Ministry of Women and Child 

Development (WCD) has prepared and invited suggestions for the draft Trafficking in Persons 

(Prevention, Care and Rehabilitation) Bill, 2021. 

Body 

India’s human trafficking crisis: 

 With its current population of 1.3 billion people, India is the second-largest country in the 

world. However, with its size comes a myriad of human rights issues. Human trafficking in 

India is one of the most prominent human rights issues within the country. 

 According to data submitted by the National Crime Records Bureau to the Supreme Court 

in 2019, Mumbai and Kolkata had the highest cases of trafficking in women and children, 

mainly for forced marriage, child labour, domestic help and sexual exploitation. 

 The National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) reported 38,503 cases of trafficking in the 

country between 2011 and 2019. 

 The most affected areas are Bihar, Maharashtra, Telangana, Jharkhand, Rajasthan, Andhra 

Pradesh, Assam, Orissa and West Bengal. 

 People from economically disadvantaged classes, and belonging to the categories of SC, ST, 

OBC are more susceptible to fall victim to such malpractices. 

 A 2014 Dasra reportstated that approximately 16 million women are victims of sex 

trafficking in India a year, while 40 per cent of them are adolescents and children. 

And more than 70 per cent of victims are illiterate and 50 per cent of them have a family 

income of less than $1 per day. 

 Trafficking of Women 

o Within the system of human trafficking in India, most of those victimized are either 

women or minors. 

o In 2018, The National Crime Records Bureau estimated that 33,855 people in 

India have been victims of kidnapping for the purpose of marriage. 

o Half of this percentage consisted of individuals under 18 years of age. Kidnappers 

most commonly force women into commercial sex and indentured servitude. 

o Bride trafficking has also been a consistent commodity due to skewed sex ratios in 

certain areas. 

o There has been a lack of women for the larger male population to marry, so many 

buy their partners. 

o A UNODC report in 2013 found that of the 92 villages of the Indian state of Haryana, 

nine out of 10 households bought wives from poor villages in other parts of the 
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country. The report also mentioned that most of the women experienced abuse and 

rape as well as working like slaves. 

 Child trafficking: 

o Alongside the trade of women, many child kidnappings occur. Kidnappers force 

many of the victims into servitude within industries of agriculture and 

manufacturing. 

o Between April 2020 and June 2021, an estimated 9,000 children have been rescued 

after being trafficked for labour, according to a child rights non-governmental 

organisation (NGO). 

o In other words, 21 children have been trafficked every day over nearly 15 months. 

The Childline India helpline received 44 lakh distress calls over 10 months. 

o Over a year, 2,000 children have arrived at its shelter homes and 800 rescued from 

hazardous working conditions. 

o A lot of these children either live near the station due to poverty and abuse at home 

or travel out to work despite the danger and illegality of child labor. 

o Children have also experienced kidnapping during natural disasters. 

o During an earthquake in Nepal, traffickers targeted children whose parents had lost 

their lives. Wherever traffickers send these children, they work in brutal conditions 

and receive little pay or nothing at all. 

 Cyber-trafficking: 

o An August 2020 report by a member of a child rights group in India notes that 

popular social media platforms and free messaging apps are often used to contact 

young people. 

o Often, the trafficker or middleman lures the person to a place under the pretext of 

offering him employment. 

o Once removed from their locality, they face challenges of limited resources, 

unfamiliarity with the area and perhaps the local language. 

o Threats of violence from the trafficker, and, importantly, the absence of any 

identifiable authority to approach other than the police — who are often seen as 

threats themselves — make it nearly impossible for trafficked persons to report the 

incident. 

Factors leading to Human Trafficking: 

 Trafficking in persons is according to the doctrine of supply and demand. 

o Firstly, there are certain factors in the country such as need of employment, 

poverty, social conditions, instances of armed or war conflicts lack of political and 

economic stability, lack of proper access to education and information, social or 

cultural practice and migration. 
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o Secondly, in developed and wealthy countries there is demand for inexpensive 

products, cheap labour and low-priced services. 

 Laxity in implementation of laws: 

o The efficacy of certain schemes launched by the Ministry of Home Affairs to improve 

investigation and prosecution of cybercrimes remains to be seen. 

o The lack of implementation is illustrated by the state of the Anti-Human Trafficking 

Units (AHTUs). AHTUs are specialised district task forces comprising police and 

government officials. In 2010, it was envisionedthat 330 AHTUs would be set up. RTI 

responses in August 2020 showed that about 225 AHTUs had been set up, but only 

on paper. 

 Poor data management: 

o The Government admitted in Parliament as recently as March 2021 that it does not 

maintain any national-level data specific to cyber trafficking cases. 

 Other causes are the 

o porous nature of borders 

o corrupt government officials 

o the involvement of international organised criminal groups or networks 

o limited capacity of or commitment by immigration and law enforcement officers 

to control borders. 

Way forward: 

 Increase investigations, prosecutions, and convictions of all forms of trafficking, including 

bonded labor. 

 Vigorously investigate allegations of official complicity in human trafficking and sentence 

perpetrators to significant prison terms. 

 Criminally investigate all reports of bonded labor. 

 Develop and immediately implement regular monitoring mechanisms of shelters to ensure 

adequate care, and promptly disburse funding to shelters that meet official standards for 

care. 

 Improve clarity on central and state government mandates for and implementation of 

protection programs and compensation schemes for trafficking victims, especially children, 

to ensure states provide release certificates, compensation, and non-cash benefits to all 

victims immediately. 

 Urge prosecutors to routinely request and judges to award, as appropriate, trafficking victim 

compensation, and urge legal aid offices to routinely inform trafficking victims of available 

compensation mechanisms. 

 Encourage state and territory compliance with the Supreme Court’s recommendation to 

audit all government-run and -funded shelter homes. 
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 Cease penalization of trafficking victims. 

 De-link provision of the 2016 bonded labor scheme’s overall victim compensation from 

conviction of the trafficker. 

 Cease detention of adult trafficking victims in government-run and government-funded 

shelters. 

 Strengthen existing AHTUs through increased funding and trainings of staff and ensure 

newly created AHTUs are fully operational. 

 Continue to disseminate and implement standard operating procedures for victim 

identification and referral, and train officials on their use. 

 Amend the definition of trafficking in Section 370 of the Penal Code to include labor 

trafficking and ensure that force, fraud, or coercion are not required to prove a child sex 

trafficking crime. 

 Eliminate all recruitment fees charged to workers. 

 Increase oversight of, and protections for, workers in the informal sector, including home-

based workers. 

 Lift bans on female migration through agreements with destination countries that protect 

Indian workers from human trafficking. 

 Update and implement a national action plan to combat trafficking. 

 Provide anti-trafficking training for diplomatic personnel. 

Critically examine the role of National Education Policy in transforming the higher 

education in India.(250 words) 
Reference: education.gov.in , Hindustan Times 

Introduction 

The Union Cabinet approved a new national education policy recently after a big gap of 34 years. 

After long deliberations and two committees since 2014, the union cabinet has finalized a 

comprehensive policy that strives to direct the education system in India in the 21st century. With 

an aim to make India a knowledge superpower, the policy proposes some fundamental changes 

within the education system. 

Body 

Significance of New Education Policy: 

 The educational policy has recognized the importance of formative years along with 

necessary learning conditions like nutrition and expert teachers. 

 A very important and potentially game-changing policy initiative is the inclusion 

of vocational courses in the school curriculum. This will help in encouraging disadvantaged 

sections who see no value in education to send their kids to school. 

 It has expanded the ambit of universal education from 6-14 years to 3-18 years which is a 

welcome step. 
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 One of the major points of conflict on the medium of instruction has been dealt with and 

there is a categorical support for three-language formula and suggestion of teaching in 

mother tongue/local language for at least 5th class. 

 This is a significant policy suggestion when the Indian education system is moving away from 

excessive English-medium orientation. There is an increasing neglect of local languages and 

mother tongue and illogical and unscientific hysteria towards English medium schools. 

 The higher education regulatory system is set to change for good by eliminating the 

concentration of functions in UGC. 

 The higher education sector through this policy gets an encouragement for multi-disciplinary 

nature through suggestions to do away with silos mentality when it comes to disciplines. 

This will create an all-around and enriched personality by interacting with a variety of 

subjects. 

 There is a good amount of discussion in the policy on Socio-economically backward areas 

and people. The transgender community’s needs have been recognized in the policy. 

 The policy proposes opening up to more foreign universities and likewise encourages more 

top-class Indian universities to go global. This is a welcome step as it will create healthy 

competition in the Indian higher education system, save important forex reserves as a huge 

number of students opt to go abroad for higher education. 

 So, in all, this policy tries to achieve a rare balance of quantity and quality in the educational 

sector while trying to propel it to a higher level of excellence It strives to prepare the Indian 

education system for the challenges of 21st-century building on past experiences and 

policies. 

Challenges with the new education policy 

 Some of the proposals face legal challenges. Like the draft bill for Higher Education 

Commission of India has been pending with the Ministry and unlikely to be published for 

feedback soon. 

 Though the policy aims to break the coaching class culture and ensuing monopoly of English 

medium schools, in reality, to implement this will require sufficient political will. Experts feel 

this to be a difficult task. 

 The same is the case with teachers training institutions where a Education. The low-quality 

institutions are run largely for-profit motives without sufficient care for the needs of 

teachers training 

 One of the most important neglected points is the policy of no exams till the 7th or 8th 

standard. This policy has been heavily criticized for impacting learning outcomes in the 

absence of exams at the school level. 

 The free breakfast scheme proposed though a sound move, will increase the fiscal 

burden and add on to already inefficient mid-day meal scheme that has seen irregularities 

and corruption over the years. 

 The suggestion to spend 6% of the GDP on education is there since the Kothari Commission 

but consecutive governments have failed to achieve the target that was set long ago. 
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 Given the low tax-GDP ratio and current slowdown condition, the implementation 

expenditure of 6% GDP in the education sector seems difficult. Especially when in the 

coming years, healthcare and defence sectors are set to demand more expenditure. 

 As discussed earlier, there is a mismatch in the skill imparted in educational institutions and 

jobs available. This important issue has been largely ignored in the policy. Especially, there is 

insufficient discussion on new-age technologies like Artificial Intelligence, cyber security, etc 

when these fields are set to dominate world knowledge and job space. 

 The majority of experts feel that though policy speaks of encouraging reason and critical 

thinking, campus activities, the real actions on the ground differ as can be seen from attacks 

on campuses and critical thinkers in the last few years. 

Way Forward 

 The Policy looks strong ad forward-looking on paper. The officials have said that the policy 

has been finalized after long and extensive deliberations across the stakeholder sectors. This 

is a welcome step. 

 What needs to be done now according to experts from various fields that there is a need for 

a comprehensive roadmap of implementation as previous policies also promised things that 

were not fulfilled. 

 The school-level reforms touch most of the aspects. Care should be taken that in the quest 

of making exams easier, we don’t create a numerical surge in passed students without any 

real term knowledge base. The current system of giving high marks in 10 and 10+2 level 

exams have been criticized by many educational experts. 

 The policy of a multi-disciplinary approach in higher education is welcome but a foolproof 

framework needs to be created so that the core interests and preferred knowledge streams 

are not neglected. 

 As Education is in the concurrent list, there remains a huge task of consensus-building 

among states. The cooperative federalism approach is most conducive to critical fields like 

education. 

 The COVID-19 pandemic has shown that there is a need to build huge digital capacities to 

digitize the education sec The lack of online teaching facilities is hampering the education 

and there is a fear of washing away of this academic year. 

 The BharatNet scheme may be extended to include digital infrastructure for public and 

private schools throughout the nation. 

 The vocational training program for school children needs synergy between the ministries of 

HRD, skill development, and labour. 

Conclusion 

The New Education Policy-2020 represents aspirations to become a knowledge powerhouse of the 

world inculcating the best of the global educational experiments. The global education development 

agenda reflected in the Goal 4 (SDG4) of the 2030 Agenda for 

Sustainable Development, adopted by India in 2015 – seeks to “ensure inclusive and equitable 
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quality education and promote lifelong learning opportunities for all” by 2030. The Education policy 

is a step in the right direction given it is implemented throughout the long period it targets. 
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Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services 

relating to Health, Education, Human Resources. 

Its time for the world to embrace a holistic approach for the prevention of future 

pandemics. Examine. (250 words) 
Reference:  The Hindu 
Why the question: 
The ‘Carbis Bay Declaration’ is a landmark global health declaration aimed at preventing future 
pandemics under which G7 leaders have committed to use all their resources. Thus the question. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss in what way it’s high time for the world to embrace a holistic approach for the prevention of 
future pandemics. 
Directive: 
Examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we must look into the topic (content words) in detail, inspect it, 
investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so 
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
The COVID-19 pandemic apart from being one of the biggest health challenges to mankind has also 
resulted in devastating economic impact. 
Body: 
First, provide for a brief background of the question; Devastation caused by the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Millions have lost their lives and many more have lost their livelihoods thus being pushed into acute 
poverty and the challenges thereof. 
Analyse the threat of future pandemics; COVID-19 is not going to be the last pandemic that the earth 
faces. The threat of future pandemics remains high – increasing proximity between humans and 
animals due to deforestation, population growth, and the search for wild food, increasing movement 
of people across countries, Global warming etc. 
Discuss the concerns in detail. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with solutions. 
Introduction 

The COVID-19 pandemic apart from being one of the biggest health challenges to mankind has also 

resulted in devastating economic impact. Millions have lost their lives and many more have lost their 

livelihoods thus being pushed into acute poverty and the challenges thereof. The burden of disease 

and mortality is steadily increasing in many parts of the country. Several social and economic factors 

are leading to devastating situations. Effective management to address this infection is still evolving 

and attempts are being made to integrate traditional interventions along with standard care. 

In wake of this, the G7 leaders came up with the ‘Carbis Bay Declaration’, a landmark global health 

declaration. It is aimed at preventing future pandemics under which G7 leaders have committed to 

use all their resources. 

Body 

Need to work for the prevention of future pandemics: 

 Given the closer proximity between humans and animals due to deforestation, displacement 

of humans, population growth, and the search for wild food, pathogens can easily be 

transmitted from animals to humans i.e the zoonotic spillover. 
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 A report by the Independent Panel for Pandemic Preparedness and Response (IPPPR) notes 

that most of the new pathogens’ origins are zoonotic. 

 Climate change is allowing the permafrost found in Arctic regions to melt and is reviving 

pathogens and organisms that were either once thought to be long gone or remain 

unknown. 

 Recently, bdelloid rotifers, a microscopic creature that was slumbering for at least 24,000 

years, was unearthed from the permafrost, which is melting in places due to climate change. 

 Revich and Podolnaya (2011) conclude that vectors of deadly infections of the 18th and 19th 

centuries may make a comeback due to the same reason. 

 International travel and trade has led to the unprecedented flow of commodities, people 

and animals. This gives pathogens of all kinds of opportunities to spread and multiply around 

the world. 

Analysis of Carbis Bay declaration: 

 The fact that the participating leaders failed to adopt any substantive measures towards the 

prevention of future pandemics. 

 The G7 merely acknowledged the recommendations of the IPPPR and the other committees 

and stated that it will work with other countries and organizations towards preparing for 

future pandemics without giving any roadmap for such collaboration. 

 The G7 failed to provide any material support to the already suffering countries and offered 

only vague commitments of support for vulnerable countries. 

 Its claim of striving for fairness, inclusion and equity is not backed by the allocation of 

requisite resources. 

Measures needed: 

Holistic approach: 

 The world needs to adopt a holistic approach for the prevention of future pandemics. 

 Now, as we battle yet another wave of a deadly zoonotic disease (COVID-19), awareness 

generation, and increased investments toward meeting ‘One Health’ targets is the need of 

the hour. 

 Human interventions to prevent future pandemics can be classified under three broad 

stages – upstream, midstream, and downstream stages of intervention. 

o Downstream intervention refers to steps taken on the public health front, like 

prevention of disease spread. 

o Upstream intervention would focus on the ‘One Health’ approach, which 

acknowledges the interconnection between humans, animals, plants, and the shared 

ecosystem. 

o Midstream intervention would involve setting up a science and policy panel to 

ensure that science informs the law. This would also involve pre-emptively 

detecting pathogens of concern, and identifying potential hotspots for an 
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outbreakand setting up a mechanism for regular inspection and appropriate 

international oversight. 

 The countries will have to focus on deep prevention which prioritizes upstream and 

midstream interventions. 

Global treaty: 

 The G7 should strive towards building consensus on a potential global treaty to deal with 

such future pandemics, under the framework of the WHO. Any such treaty should 

incorporate the IPPPR’s recommendations. 

 A treaty is needed to plug holes in the current system and strengthen national capacities and 

resilience. 

Hand holding the most vulnerable countries: 

 Given that a pandemic anywhere is a pandemic everywhere, there should be ample focus 

on strengthening the developing countries’ capacities to deal with future pandemics. 

 This could be in the form of the supply of requisite resources for the developing countries. 

Conclusion 

Pandemics such as Covid-19 starkly remind us that public health systems are core social institutions 

in any society. However, the need of the hour is an adequate investment, for creating a health 

system that can withstand any kind of public health emergencies, deliver universal health coverage 

and meet the targets of the Sustainable Development Goals. 

  

Explain the main reasons behind increasing vaccine nationalism across the world. (250 

words) 
Reference:  Indian Express 
Why the question: 
This article depicts the main reasons behind increasing vaccine nationalism. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Explain the main reasons behind increasing vaccine nationalism across the world. 
Directive: 
Explain – Clarify the topic by giving a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the 
particular context. You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with 
relevant associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with the definition of what vaccine nationalism is.  
Body: 
Explain how the current world order operates under the principle of national sovereignty and 
national interest, as witnessed by emerging vaccine nationalism during the pandemic. Nonetheless, a 
better world can be created if the international order is redesigned around the concept of humanity. 
Then discuss why vaccine nationalism is being practiced by countries with main focus on national 
interest. 
Suggest what needs to be done. 
Conclusion: 
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Conclude that the countries must work with each other in a humane manner. This involves 
cooperation built on trust, compassion, friendship, and conversation that can create a more 
equitable world. 
Introduction: 

Vaccine nationalism occurs when a country manages to secure doses of vaccine for its own citizens 

or residents before they are made available in other countries. This is done through pre-purchase 

agreements between a government and a vaccine manufacturer. Instead of working together to 

craft and implement a global strategy, a growing number of countries are taking a “my nation 

first” approach to developing and distributing potential vaccines or other pharmaceutical 

treatments. 

The United States has now twice indicated that it would like to secure priority access to doses of 

COVID-19 vaccine. Other countries, including India and Russia, have taken similar stances. This 

prioritisation of domestic markets has become known as vaccine nationalism. 

Body: 

Instances of Vaccine Nationalism: 

 Paul Hudson, the CEO of Sanofi, said that the United States “has the right to the largest pre-

order” of a vaccine due to the investment agreement the company signed in February with 

the U.S. Biomedical Advanced Research and Development Authority (BARDA). Protests from 

European Union officials forced Sanofi to backtrack. 

 The chief executive of the Serum Institute of India, the world’s largest producer of vaccine 

doses, said most of its vaccine “would have to go to our countrymen before it goes abroad.” 

 AstraZeneca reported that due to the U.K.’s $79 million investment, the first 30 million doses 

of the vaccine it’s developing with the University of Oxford would be allocated to that 

country. Then, on May 21,2020 the United States pledged as much as $1.2 billion to the 

company in order to obtain at least 300 million doses, with the first to be delivered as early 

as October. The pledge to AstraZeneca is part of the USA’s Operation Warp Speed for 

securing vaccines for Americans as early as possible. 

Reasons for increasing Vaccine Nationalism: 

 The present race to hoard Covid-19 vaccines harks back to a similar situation that happened 

in 2009 during the H1N1 flu pandemic. 

 The motivation behind these actions seems entirely sensible: Increase domestic control of 

crucial medical supplies. 

 early moves by rich countries to monopolize vaccine supplies 

 measures in India to slow the production of vaccines for export 

 a push in the U.S. to reduce reliance on international medical supply chains. 

 Vaccine nationalism is legal. In spite of the profound allocative unfairness it causes, vaccine 

nationalism relies on the use of permissible contractual frameworks. 

 Interestingly, even though vaccine nationalism runs against global public health principles, 

there are no provisions in international laws that prevent pre-purchase agreements. 
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Challenges posed by Vaccine nationalism: 

 Unequal access: 

o Vaccine nationalism is harmful for equitable access to vaccines. 

o It further disadvantages countries with fewer resources and bargaining power. 

o It deprives populations in the Global South from timely access to vital public health 

goods. 

o Taken to its extreme, it allocates vaccines to moderately at-risk populations in 

wealthy countries over populations at higher risk in developing economies. 

o COVID-19 has already taken a higher toll on black and Latino populations. 

 Price rise: 

o It will lead to hike in the price of drugs. 

o Such a price may mean that fewer citizens and residents especially those who are 

uninsured or underinsured would have access to the vaccine. 

 Monopoly: 

o Does any government deserve to obtain exclusive rights for a vaccine that may be 

priced too high? 

o Most vaccine development projects involve several parties from multiple countries. 

o With modern vaccines, there are very few instances in which a single country can 

claim to be the sole developer of a vaccine. 

 Global issue: 

o And even if that were possible, global public health is borderless. As COVID-19 is 

illustrating, viruses can travel the globe. 

 Inequality and poverty: 

o If COVID-19 vaccines are not made available affordably to those who need them, the 

consequences will likely be disproportionately severe for poorer or otherwise 

vulnerable and marginalised populations. 

o Without broad access to a vaccine, these populations will likely continue to suffer 

more than others, leading to unnecessary disease burden, continued economic 

problems and potential loss of life. 

Way forward: 

 The COVID-19 pandemic is a human tragedy and needs global solidarity. 

 Sharing finite supplies strategically and globally is actually in each country’s national interest. 

 Need to have a multilateral or global approach to vaccine deployment and distribution, 

rather than a more nationalistic approach. 
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 It is important to ensure that people around the world have access in an equitable way. 

 There has to be prioritisation for high-risk groups in all countries, especially in the least 

developed, low-and middle-income nations. 

 That framework has to be accepted by the global community without dispute. 

 GAVI, or the Global Alliance for Vaccine Initiative, was in existence during the pre-COVID-19 

period to ensure the pooled procurement and equitable supply of life-saving vaccines to 

low-and middle-income countries. 

 India must play a major role in manufacturing and scaling of vaccines. 

Conclusion: 

In the midst of this global pandemic, we must leverage our global governance bodies to allocate, 

distribute, and verify the delivery of the Covid 19 vaccine. We need the science — not politics — to 

inform the global strategy. 

 Account for how zoonotic diseases have impacted humankind since the beginning of 

its association with animals. Also, explain what possible steps should be taken to 

minimize the risk of future pandemics and mitigate its impact. (250 words) 

Reference:  Hindustan Times 
Why the question: 
The article highlights the scale and spread of zoonotic diseases every year resulting in socio- 
economic disruption like recently done by COVID-19. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Account for how zoonotic diseases have impacted humankind since the beginning of its association 
with animals. And also suggest solutions to address these issues. 
Directive: 
Account – Weigh up to what extent something is true. Persuade the reader of your argument by 
citing relevant research but also remember to point out any flaws and counter- arguments as well. 
Conclude by stating clearly how far you are in agreement with the original proposition. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with what zoonotic diseases are. 
Body: 
Explain that despite repeated warnings about the possibility of zoonotic diseases causing large scale 
disruptions in human lives and activities, it is unfortunate that a problem of such devastating 
potential has so far failed to elicit the required support from policymakers and resource allocators. 
According to several studies, increased incidences of zoonotic diseases in recent times are a direct 
consequence of the ongoing abuse of nature. 
Discuss the reasons for increase in scale and spread of the same. 
Suggest what possible steps should be taken to minimize the risk of future pandemics and mitigate 
its impact. 
Conclusion: 
Hence, if we need a comprehensive approach, recognized as One-Health, to target all our 
preparedness and responses and also, need to start repairing our fractured relationship with nature 
to minimize the risk of future pandemics. 
Introduction: 
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Zoonotic disease is a disease that passes into the human population from an animal source directly 

or through an intermediary species. Zoonotic infections can be bacterial, viral, or parasitic in nature, 

with animals playing a vital role in maintaining such infections. Zoonotic diseases are those that are 

transmitted from animals to humans and account for over 60% of infectious outbreaks. This has 

been true in recent years, with SARS, H5N1, H1N1, MERS, Ebola, Zika, Nipah viruses and the current 

Covid-19 disease becoming familiar names in the rogues’ gallery of viruses that move from animals 

to humans. 

Body: 

Reasons for increasing Zoonotic diseases: 

 One of the reasons for the spread of zoonotic diseases is the destruction of animal habitat 

and their displacement. The Nipah outbreak was the result of disturbing the habitat of bats 

so that they invaded the human space. 

 Deforestation due to expanding agriculture and logging, animal breeding, and livestock 

farming are creating a conveyor belt for the transmission of microbes, hitherto confined to 

their primary animal hosts in wild life, to the veterinary population and then to human 

habitats. 

 Anthropogenic climate change creates conditions for vectors like mosquitoes and ticks to 

spread to new geographies. 

 Exploitation of wildlife for hunting, harvesting of wild animals for meat and research or 

medical purposes can bring humans in closer contact with wild animals, thus increasing the 

risk of zoonotic disease emergence. 

 The popularity of food products with animal source and the need for immediate delivery to 

consumers is driving major changes in the food supply chain. 

 The intensification and industrialisation of animal production, wherein a large number of 

genetically similar animals are bred in for higher productivity. 

 Intensive farm settings cause animals to be raised in close proximity to each other 

characterised by poor waste management. This makes them more vulnerable to infections, 

which can further lead to emergence of zoonotic diseases. 

 High use of antimicrobials in farm settings is contributing to the burden of Anti-Microbial 

Resistance (AMR). Antimicrobial resistance is the resistance acquired by any microorganism 

(bacteria, viruses, fungi, parasite, etc.) against antimicrobial drugs (such as antibiotics, 

antifungals, antivirals, antimalarials, and anthelmintics) that are used to treat infections. 

Impacts of Zoonotic diseases on humankind: 

 Historically, zoonotic diseases had a tremendous impact on the evolution of man, especially 

in the societies that domesticated and bred animals for food and clothing. 

 Over the last seven decades, more than three hundred Zoonotic Diseases have been 

reported. 

 They account for 75% of the Emerging Infectious Diseases (EIDs) among human beings. 
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 The dramatic increase in the population, mobility, associated environmental and social 

changes in the past few decades can be attributed to the recent increase in the spread of 

Zoonotic diseases worldwide. 

 The mobility of diseases has drastically increased due to globalization. 

 Zoonotic diseases such as bovine tuberculosis, bubonic plague, and glanders caused millions 

of deaths. They are still a major problem in developing countries. 

 The Covid-19 pandemic has impacted human lives and resulted in socio-economic disruption 

of unimaginable scales. 

 Out of all the human disease causing pathogens identified so far, over 60% are of animal 

origin. These include the causative agents for several well-known human and livestock 

diseases such as Tuberculosis, Brucellosis, Anthrax, Leptospirosis, and Rabies. 

 The scale and spread of zoonotic diseases are so high that every year, at the global level, the 

top 13 zoonotic diseases lead to nearly 2.4 billion cases of human illness, and 2.2 million 

human deaths. 

 Despite repeated warnings from conservationists, veterinarians and public health 

professionals about the possibility of zoonotic diseases causing large scale disruptions in 

human lives and activities, they were never given the warranted consideration, either in our 

planning or in action. 

 It ultimately took a global pandemic of the current scale, coming with an enormous human 

cost, to spotlight the long-pending discussion on zoonotic diseases and the drivers behind 

them. 

Way forward: 

 Build robust and well-governed public and animal health systems compliant with the WHO 

International Health Regulations (the amendment entered into force in July 2016) and OIE 

international standards through the pursuit of long-term interventions. 

 Prevent regional and international crises by controlling disease outbreaks through improved 

national and international emergency response capabilities. 

 Promote wide-ranging collaboration across sectors and disciplines. 

 Develop rational and targeted disease control programmes through the conduct of strategic 

research. 

 Better address concerns of the poor by shifting the focus from developed to developing 

economies, from potential to actual disease problems, and through a focus on the drivers of 

a broader range of locally important diseases. 

 In the case of emerging diseases, up-front investments in surveillance and in coordinated 

human, animal and environment health services are needed to ensure that ‘emergence 

events’ do not turn into full-scale epidemics, or pandemics. 

 In economic terms, the World Bank estimated eight years ago that an annual investment of 

USD3.4 billion in animal health systems worldwide would avert losses incurred through 
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delayed or inadequate responses to zoonoses—losses estimated at almost double the 

preventative investment. 

 The loss of human life, and economic and social costs of the COVID-19 crisis clearly indicate 

the value—and the necessity— of increased investment in surveillance, prevention 

measures and coordinated cross-sectoral early response to ensure we do everything 

possible to prevent this from happening again. 

Conclusion 

Controlling and preventing zoonotic outbreaks requires coordinated interdisciplinary responses 

across human, animal and environment health. Our responses to both controlling the ongoing 

COVID-19 pandemic and to reducing the risk of future zoonotic disease outbreaks must address a 

range of areas starting from environment protection and incorporating One Health Policy. 

  

Discuss the contemporary issues witnessed in the Indian education system. (250 

words) 
Reference:  Indian Express 
Why the question: 
The article presents to us the alarming picture of falling government school enrolment that needs to 
be addressed soon. 
Key Demand of the question: 
One is expected to discuss the contemporary issues witnessed in the Indian education system. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
One can start by the fact that Covid has reinforced the importance of fixing our flailing government 
schools and that we must not fail our children. 
Body: 
The answer body must have the following aspects covered: 
Discuss in detail the contemporary issues in Indian education such as – low enrolment in government 
schools, huge drop out ratio, poor learning outcomes, too many schools, low acceptance of English 
etc. 
One can give case studies/quote data from reports to justify the issues at hand better. 
Suggest solutions to address these issues. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
Introduction 

Education is empowering and redefining. For hundreds of millions of the young in India, education is 

also about discipline, development, curiosity, creativity and a path to breaking the cycle of ignorance 

and poverty leading to employment and prosperity. India’s demographic dividend depends on the 

learning level of students. The quality of education has a direct bearing on any economy. 

Nationwide lockdown has closed each academic institution, as a consequence of which, learners 

going from school-going kids to postgraduate college students, are affected. The UNESCO estimates 
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that round 32 crores college students are affected in India, incorporating these in faculties and 

faculties. 

Body 

Contemporary challenges in education sector in India 

 Inadequate government Funding: The country spent 3% of its total GDP on education in 

2018-19 according to the Economic Survey which is very less in comparison to the developed 

and OECD countries. 

 Pandemic impact: Some 23.8 million additional children and youth (from pre-primary to 

tertiary) may drop out or not have access to school next year. 

o As per ASER Report 2020, 5% of rural children are not currently enrolled for the 

2020 school year, up from 4% in 2018. 

o This difference is the sharpest among the youngest children (6 to 10) where 5.3% of 

rural children had not yet enrolled in school in 2020, in comparison to just 1.8% in 

2018. 

 Digital Divide: There is a major digital divide within the country across states, cities and 

villages, and income groups (National Statistical Organisation Survey on Digital Education 

Divide). Nearly 4% of rural households and 23% of urban households possessed computers 

and 24% of the households in the country had internet access. 

 Quality of Education: Only 16% of children in Class 1 can read the text at the prescribed 

level, while almost 40% cannot even recognise letters. only 50 per cent of Grade 5 children 

being able to read a grade 2 text. (ASER Report findings. 

 Lack of infrastructure: Most of the schools are not yet compliant with the complete set of 

RTE infrastructure. They lack drinking water facilities, a functional common toilet, and do not 

have separate toilets for girls. 

 Inadequate teachers and their training: The 24:1 ratio of India is way lower than Sweden’s 

12:1, Britain’s 16:1, Russia’s 10:1 and Canada’s 9:1. Moreover the quality of teachers who 

are sometimes appointed politically or are not trained adequately is another huge challenge. 

 Falling share of Government school enrolment: The proportion of India’s children attending 

a government school has now declined to 45 per cent; this number is 85 per cent in America, 

90 per cent in England, and 95 per cent in Japan. 

 Too many schools: We have too many schools and 4 lakh have less than 50 students (70 per 

cent of schools in Rajasthan, Karnataka, J&K, and Uttarakhand). China has similar total 

student numbers with 30 per cent of our school numbers. 

 Huge dropout numbers: The drop-out rates in schools, especially girls, is very high. Many 

factors like poverty, patriarchal mindset, lack of toilets in schools, distance to schools and 

cultural elements lead to children dropping out from education. COVID creates new urgency; 

reports suggest 25 per cent of Haryana private school students may have dropped out this 

year due to parental financial challenges. 

Other existing issues: 
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 Infrastructure deficit: 

o Dilapidated structures, single-room schools, lack of drinking water facilities, separate 

toilets and other educational infrastructure is a grave problem. 

 Corruption and leakages: 

o The transfer of funds from the central to state to local governments to school leads 

to involvement of many intermediaries. 

o The fund transfer is drastically reduced by the time it reaches the true beneficiaries. 

o High rates of corruption and leakages plague the system, undermine its legitimacy 

and harm the many thousands of honest headmasters and teachers. 

 Quality of Teachers: 

o Lack of well trained, skilled and knowledgeable teachers which provide the 

foundation for a high quality education system. 

o Teacher shortages and poorly qualified teachers are both a cause and effect of 

poorly paid and managed teaching cadres. 

 Poor salary: 

o Teachers are paid miserly salaries which affect their interest and dedication to work. 

They will look for other avenues like tuitions or coaching centers and coax the 

students to attend it. 

o This has dual effect, firstly the quality of teaching in schools drop and secondly, the 

poor students are forced to spend money despite constitutional provision of free 

education. 

 Teacher Absenteeism: 

o Absence of teachers during school hours is rampant. The lack of accountability and 

poor governance structures add to the woes. 

 Lack of Accountability: 

o School Management Committees are largely dysfunctional. Many exist solely on 

paper. 

o Parents are often not aware of their rights and if they are it is difficult for them to 

make their voice heard. 

 School closure: 

o Many schools are closed to low student strength, lack of teachers and infrastructure. 

The competition posed by private schools is also a major challenge to government 

schools. 

Measures Needed: 

 The current approach, mainly academic in nature, recognizes that piecemeal initiatives are 

unlikely to improve student learning. 
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 A new systemic approach to reforming education is now emerging in Andhra Pradesh, 

Haryana, Himachal Pradesh, Jharkhand, Madhya Pradesh, Odisha and Rajasthan. 

 It is accompanied with administrative reforms that create an enabling environment for 

these new practices to take root. 

 It involves aligning all stakeholders and orienting their collective efforts towards following 

a single and “comprehensive transformation road map” towards better learning outcomes. 

 Academic interventions involve the adoption of grade competence framework instead of 

just syllabus completion. 

 Effective delivery of remedial education for weaker students like after-school coaching, 

audio-video based education. 

 Administrative reforms that enable and incentivize teachers to perform better through 

data-driven insights, training, and recognition. Example: Performance based increments in 

Salary. 

 Together with human enablement, a seamless ecosystem or a system enabler (often 

a technology platform) is also set up. 

 This streamlines communication and saves teachers’ valuable time that they might have 

otherwise spent on administrative tasks, such as leave applications, allowance claims, 

transfers and service book updates. 

 It is also important to track the performance of the schooling system on a regular basis to 

course correct where needed. 

 Therefore, a robust accountability system is required wherein there is a clear articulation of 

the roles and responsibilities of all relevant stakeholders, and the administration is 

empowered to act where necessary. 

 This involves frequent real-time, data-enabled review meetings at the block, district, and 

state levels. 

 These states have also developed user-friendly dashboards that assist education officials and 

the state leadership in decision-making. 

 A reworking of curriculum and activities is urgently needed for the entire age band from 4 

to 8, cutting across all types of preschools and early grades regardless of whether the 

provision is by government institutions or by private agencies. 

 The year 2020 marked the 10th anniversary of the RTE Act. This is the best moment to focus 

on the youngest cohorts before and during their entry to formal schooling and ensure that 

10 years later they complete secondary school as well-equipped and well-rounded citizens 

of India. 

 Increase accessibility: The pandemic has taught us a lot about adjusting to changes in new 

and creative ways. But taking the weaker sections along is equally necessary. 

 There’s a need to explore the possibility of high and low technology solutions to digital 

learning, on the basis of power supply, digital skills of teachers and students, and internet 

connectivity. 
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 Inclusion in distance learning programs, especially for students coming from low-income 

groups or the presence of disability, etc. 

 Governance must shift from control of resources to learning outcomes; learning design, 

responsiveness, teacher management, community relationships, integrity, fair decision 

making, and financial sustainability. 

 Governance must enable performance management to be substantive. 

 Decentralized decisions: For instance, recruitment at the block level will minimise teacher 

absenteeism and reduce the stakes and payments on the “transfer industry” and school 

consolidation will reduce teacher shortages. 

Way forward: 

 Digitization: 

o Create a single-window system for infrastructure and mainstream fund-flows: In 

Bihar, only around 10 percent of the schools fulfils infrastructure norms. A study 

revealed that files for renovating schools often go on a two-year journey through 

various departments. 

o The same can be applied for teacher salaries and school funds. These can be 

transferred directly from the State to the teachers and schools. There is no need to 

involve the District or Block in this process. 

o Leveraging the audio-visual edutainment to make education more interesting and 

easier to understand for the children. This will improve the quality as well as reduce 

the drop-out rates. 

o Implementing bio-metric attendance for teachers and students for every class can 

help reduce absenteeism. 

 Empower School Management Committees by using mobile phones: 

o To develop a system that facilitates School Management Committee members by 

fostering democratic accountability. 

o Social audits should also be carried out for effective functioning. 

 Better pre-service teacher training coupled with transparent and merit-based recruitments 

is a lasting solution for teacher quality. 

 Improve the quality of teacher education by making teacher training mandatory. 

Example: National Council for Teacher Education Act amendment bill, Diksha portal to train 

teachers. 

 Increase the public spending on education to 6% of GDP as recommended by NEP. 

 Teachers are rarely reprimanded for non-performance, while there are recommendations 

for removal of non-detention policy. The blame is squarely on the children; such an attitude 

must be wiped out. 
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 Education policy in India is focused on inputs rather than learning outcomes; It has a strong 

elitist bias in favour of higher education as opposed to primary or secondary education. This 

needs a change by coming out with NEP. 

Conclusion: 

Education is the key to upliftment of people from poverty, inequality and oppression. India’s 

demographic dividend is dependent on quality education at primary, secondary and high school 

levels. Focus must be on pedagogy and a safe and stimulating environment where wide range of 

learning experiences are offered to the children. Only when we align incentives of all stakeholders, 

and enable them while holding them accountable, can we shorten the distance between the nation’s 

current state of education and its aspirations. 

  

Analyse the grounds for a law that provides for anti-discrimination and equality as a civil right. 

(250 words) 

Reference: The Hindu   

Why the question: 

The article brings to us the Kerala model of anti-discrimination law. 

Key Demand of the question: 

The question aims to assess the grounds for a law that provides for anti-discrimination and equality 

as a civil right. 

Directive: 

Analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the 

topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 

Structure of the answer: 

Introduction: 

Start with brief background of Discrimination in India. 

Body: 

Incidents of discrimination against individuals based on religion, caste, ethnicity, marital status, 

gender, sexual orientation and even eating preferences have become common in society. This 

manifests itself in various forms including housing discrimination, discrimination in employment, etc. 

Discuss the challenges before India such as lack of legal resources, social stigma, lacunae in existing 

provisions etc. 

Suggest what needs to be done; defend for the grounds for a law that provides for anti-

discrimination and equality as a civil right. 

Conclusion: 

Conclude with suggestions. Talk about the Kerala model as an example. 
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Introduction 

India is unique among democracies in that a constitutional right to equality is not supported by 

comprehensive legislation. According to a recent Pew Research Centre report, a significant majority 

of Indians prefer not to have a neighbour from a different religious community. The absence of a 

proper legal recourse for those who suffer from housing discrimination only makes matters worse. 

Body 

The constitution’s Article 15 does not prevent private individuals or organisations from doing things 

that the government is not allowed to do. It also does not clearly ban discrimination based on 

ethnicity, linguistic identity, nationality, marital status, sexual orientation, handicap, physical 

appearance, or other personal traits. 

More than 70 years after Independence, our society remains rife with structural discrimination. 

These prejudices, which pervade every aspect of life, from access to basic goods, to education and 

employment, are sometimes manifest. 

 “Silent segregation” on the grounds of marital status, gender, sexual orientation or eating 

preferences are still followed in several housing societies and residents’ associations. 

 Discriminatory practises can also be indirect, where policies that appear neutral and aren’t 

explicitly targeted at a certain group have a disproportionately negative impact on 

disadvantaged groups. 

Despite the Supreme Court of India reading down Section 377 of the Indian Penal Code to exclude 

consensual interactions between adults of the same sex, social prejudice against members of the 

LGBTQIA+ community in India remains entrenched. 

In Patan Jamal Vali versus State of Andhra Pradesh, the Supreme Court recognised intersectional 

discrimination — discrimination based on the intersection of personal traits, such as that suffered by 

Dalit women as Dalits, as women, and as members of the distinct category of Dalit women. 

Legal remedies 

 To fill the gaps in the law, a comprehensive anti-discrimination legislative framework is 

required. India is one of the few liberal democracies that does not have such a system in 

place. 

 In 2006, the Sachar Committee recognised the necessity for anti-discrimination legislation. 

The Expert Group on Equal Opportunity Commission, led by Prof. N.R. Madhava Menon, 

reaffirmed this. 

 Shashi Tharoor tried to revive the idea by introducing the Anti-Discrimination and Equality 

Bill, 2016 in the Lok Sabha but the Bill lapsed in 2019 with the dissolution of the Lok Sabha. 

 States have an important role in promoting our right to equality. 

 In any case, a national bill cannot encompass matters that are solely the responsibility of 

state governments. 

 If States take the lead, the desire for a national anti-discrimination law that covers services 

and institutions under the Union government’s jurisdiction would be renewed. 
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The Kerala Bill 

 The draft bill prohibits employers, landlords, traders, service providers, private persons 

performing public functions, and public authorities, from discriminating on grounds of caste, 

race, ethnicity, descent, sex, gender identity, gender expression, pregnancy, sexual 

orientation, religious identity, tribe, disability, linguistic identity, HIV-status, nationality, 

marital status, dietary preference, skin tone, physical appearance, place of residence, place 

of birth, age or analogous characteristics which are beyond the control of an individual or 

those that constitute a fundamental choice. 

 At the same time, the Bill strikes a balance between the anti-discrimination duty and other 

constitutional rights. 

 The anti-discrimination obligation might be limited to achieve a reasonable goal. The bill also 

includes affirmative action rules, which require public employers to gradually diversify their 

workforces by hiring members of disadvantaged groups who are marginalised in society, 

such as transgender people or people with disabilities. 

 Because of the backlogs in our legal system, the bill creates a ‘Kerala Equality Commission’ 

to hear complaints and provide policy recommendations to the state government. 

If passed, this bill will be the most significant expansion of civil rights in the state since the 

Constitution’s inception, and it could serve as a model for other states. 

Way Forward 

 The State legislature is empowered under Entry 8 of List III, Seventh Schedule to the 

Constitution to enact an anti-discrimination law with provisions for civil penalties for those 

engaged in discriminatory practices. 

 State governments should take up progressive legislation of this nature by enacting anti-

discrimination laws in their respective jurisdictions. If States do this, the demand for a 

national anti-discrimination law will resurface. 

 Anti-discrimination law is not enough to solve inequality and social prejudice deeply rooted 

in our society. But it is a necessary step in the right direction. 

Conclusion 

We recognise that an anti-discrimination statute is not a solution for our society’s deep-seated 

problems of inequality and social prejudice. Nonetheless, it is a necessary move — a notion that has 

reached its peak. 

  

Topic: Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services relating to Health, 

Education, Human Resources. 

How far do you think Indian Education system can combat the existing social 

prejudices prevalent in the country? Illustrate with examples. (250 words) 
Reference:  Indian Express 
Why the question: 
The article explains how education can combat prejudice in our Indian society. 
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Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss to what extent Indian Education system can combat the existing social prejudices prevalent in 
the country along with suitable examples. 
Directive: 
Illustrate – A similar instruction to ‘explain’ whereby you are asked to show the workings of 
something, making use of definite examples and statistics if appropriate to add weight to your 
explanation. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Firstly, present the context of prevalence of social prejudices in our society. 
Body: 
Explain briefly the different types of racial and religious prejudices that have dominated public 
attention in our society. 
Throw light on them with relevant examples. 
Then move onto explain in what way education can play a key role; like race, religion remains an 
important axis of prejudice in all parts of the world. Attitudes towards religious groups other than 
one’s own often reflect deep prejudice internalized in childhood. The process whereby this absorption 
of a prejudice prevailing in society occurs is not open to analysis, partly because it happens in 
extremely subtle interactions between the adults and the child inside the home space. 
Discuss the role that schools and educational institutions can play in overcoming these prejudices. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with importance of education. 
Introduction 

Of late, racial and religious prejudices have dominated public attention in different countries. Social 

identities can cause prejudices which may lead to economic exclusion and other forms of 

discrimination which can impact jobs and livelihood opportunities. 

Body 

The term “racism” is much too general to accommodate different kinds of prejudices, and even the 

term prejudice or bias does not accommodate the different kinds of dislikes people may have 

towards certain other groups or causes. 

Prejudices and their formation 

 Like race, religion remains an important axis of prejudice in all parts of the world. Attitudes 

towards religious groups other than one’s own, often reflect deep prejudice internalised in 

childhood. 

 The process whereby this absorption of a prejudice prevailing in society occurs is not open 

to analysis, partly because it happens in extremely subtle interactions between the adults 

and the child inside the home space. 

 Negative attitudes based on religion and caste, however, are rather different. These 

categories of prejudice are rooted in collective identities formed over long periods of 

history. 

 These are transferred to each new generation by means of what can best be termed 

perceptual history. 

 It is a simplified version of the knowledge of the past that a community holds and transmits 

through religious activities and different cultural media. 
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 Teachers do not usually acknowledge the social predispositions that children acquire from 

the religious and cultural life around them. 

 It is these predispositions that turn into long-term prejudices, encouraging the stereotypes 

that teachers are exhorted to combat. 

Role of Schools in addressing Prejudices 

 By critically engaging with the perceptual histories children have internalised, education can 

counter caste and religious discrimination. 

 Encouraging group activities and addressing students with a common identity rather than 

their societal/ familial identity. 

 Inculcating a system of moral values through academics and co-curricular activities. 

 Unbiased and objective analysis in teaching students. Eg: Secular interpretation of history 

 Any engaged pedagogic effort creates local ripples, which can turn hostile in an environment 

charged with polarities and sensitivities. 

 Schools do require some appreciative understanding from society if they are to pursue child-

centred learning, wherein the learner does not just acquire a readiness to regurgitate but 

rather makes some personal sense of what is taught. 

 There may not be total consensus between the goals of education and those of political and 

other social institutions, but a certain scope for freedom to function with intellectual 

acumen is necessary for dealing with entrenched prejudices. 

The usual response among people who work in the field of education about addressing prejudices 

and stereotypes is that education never got a real chance to succeed. This is because: 

 The conviction and sentencing of a policeman for the murder of George Floyd signifies a 

major success for the Black Lives Matter movement in the United States. Despite a 

prolonged and serious effort made in the education system to address the issue, remains. 

 For Eg: In India, Ashok Vajpayee, a former administrator and major poet, started a magazine 

called Poorvagraha. It was a bold title to choose as many thought that it conveyed the 

editor’s prejudiced view towards certain camps in Hindi literature. For Vajpayee, however, 

the title indicated his commitment to a wider definition of literature and its role in society. 

This kind of partisanship has found appreciation in many spheres of public action, including 

diplomacy, economic policy and education. Basically, it means taking a stand rather than 

holding a bias against something. 

 For education to be successful in its social goals, there must be a consensus among political, 

economic and cultural policies. 

 This may be asking for the moon, but there is some truth in the contention that education 

cannot work in isolation. 

Conclusion 

If discrimination against a certain group is rife in the economic and political spheres, schools alone 

cannot remedy it. Thus far, the case is well-made, but a deeper look is necessary to appreciate the 
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kind of effort that those involved in education make to mitigate prejudice and also to recognise the 

limitations within which they function. 

  

Individual talent alone cannot make India a great sporting nation, in this context 

discuss the need for creating a suitable ecosystem for sports development in India. 

(250 words) 
Reference:  The Hindu 
Why the question: 
Upcoming summer Olympic games in Tokyo are the context of the question. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss the need for creating a suitable ecosystem for sports development in India. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with brief background of India’s performance in Sports played worldwide. 
Body: 
The answer body must have the following aspects covered: 
Explain first the factors that determine sports performance. The economic prosperity of a nation and 
the general standard of living in a nation could be seen as good indicators of the nation’s sports 
prowess with some exceptions, Genetic factors, Availability of sports infrastructure etc. 
Discuss then the need to create a suitable ecosystem for sports development in India. 
Highlight the importance of the role that the government must play. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with suitable suggestions. 
Introduction 

Sports in India refers to the large variety of games played in India, ranging from tribal games to 

more mainstream sports such as football and cricket. Sports infrastructure plays a crucial role in 

achieving excellence in the global arena of sports. It not only helps in producing sportspersons of 

international repute but also encourages the young population of a country to participate in sporting 

activities with the objective of creating a culturing of sports. 

Body: 

Need for creating a suitable ecosystem for sports development in India: 

 Lack of infrastructure: This is one of the most important factors for the apathy of the sport 

in India. Since infrastructure is necessary for training and organizing games, its non-

availability and its access to only a few sections of the society have adversely impacted the 

sport participation and the quality of sports persons. 

 Corruption & Mismanagement of sports authorities: Corruption has become synonymous 

with sports administration in India. Whether it is the most popular cricket or hockey or 

weightlifting, most of the sports authorities in India have come under attack due to 

corruption charges. 
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 State subject: sport is a State subject. The state governments allocate funds for the 

development of sports and sports infrastructure as per their priority. There is no 

comprehensive approach to the development of sports infrastructure uniformly throughout 

the country 

 Social and economic inequalities: Social and economic inequalities have a negative impact 

on the Indian sport. Denial of access to sports infrastructure due to poverty, concentration 

of stadiums and other sports avenues only in cities, lack of encouragement to girls to 

participate in sports, etc, have impaired the development of a positive sports culture in the 

country. 

 Policy lacunae: For the development of any sector, formulation and execution of an 

effective policy is a sine qua non. This is true for sports also. Till date, the sports policy 

planning and implementation is centralized in the country due to the paucity of resources 

and the expertise by the State and local governments. Moreover, the absence of a separate 

ministry of sports at the union level reflects the apathy towards sports. 

 Meagre allocation of resources: Compared to other developed and developing countries, 

allocation of financial resources is meager in India. In the Union Budget 2017-18, Rs 1943 

crore allocated for sports. While it is Rs 450 crore higher than the previous year, it is much 

below than the around Rs 9000 crore spent annually by the UK for the sports sector. 

Importance of reviving the sports culture in India at grass-root level: 

 To make India a sporting superpower, we need to identify talent as young as 5-10 years old 

and groom them to be future champions. 

 It takes at least 8 years to groom an athlete for the Olympics, and if we identify talent at a 

later stage, then their chances of making it to the Olympic podium is limited. 

 Therefore, the states must concentrate on identifying young talent and to do that organizing 

competitions at the state, district, block and panchayat-level is crucial. 

 Sports and physical education play an important role in developing human capital, increase 

productivity and foster social harmony 

 Typically, School athletic activities provide enjoyable, supervised activities for youth. 

Student-athletes report healthier eating habits, higher levels of cardiovascular fitness, 

increased parental support and decreased anxiety and depression. 

 The Khelo India programme created in 2018 has been one of the most comprehensive 

policies India has seen for sport. 

Way forward: 

 Sports deserve to be recognized as human resource development (HRD) activity in the 

Indian context. 

 Extension of Justice Lodha Committee recommendations on BCCI to all other sports bodies 

will be a right step in this direction. 

 Sports complexes like the DDA’s Siri Fort one are the need of the hour as they provide much-

needed sports infrastructure for the public. 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia


INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 

 
 

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia  Page 134 

 To arrange a dedicated land bank for the setting up of sports infrastructure 

 To adopt the PPP model in which the government will provide institutional and financial 

support for the building of infrastructure and the private sector will manage and maintain its 

operations 

 Use these facilities for multiple purposes, such as organizing exhibitions, conferences or for 

the setting up of sports academies 

 To make these infrastructural facilities open for the use of the public against membership 

fees. 

 States need to be integrated in a bigger way in India’s sports policy. There is a need to 

develop different States as centres of excellence for different sports. 

 The policy of “One State, One Sport” can be a game-changer in India. 

 Unless we start grooming our children, who show potential, for international sports, India 

can hardly succeed at the Olympics. 

Conclusion: 

Despite the above mentioned measures taken by the government, the sports ecosystem is of poor 

quality in the country. For a country of over 1.33 billion, the existing sports infrastructure is not 

satisfactory. The lack of world-class infrastructure and the inadequate support of the government is 

reflected in poor performance of Indian athletes in major international events like the Olympics. Tiny 

countries like Cuba, Croatia and Lithuania performed better in the 2016 Olympics compared to India. 

It is high time, the public and private sector should come together to lift the Indian sport sector from 

the present deplorable situation 

India’s failure to invest in public health facilities has resulted in a disproportionately 

large role for private services in this industry. Critically analyse. (250 words) 

Reference:  Live Mint 
Why the question: 
The article explains in what way Healthcare privatization has not served India well. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Critically analyse in what way India’s failure to invest in public health facilities has resulted in a 
disproportionately large role for private services in this industry. 
Directive: 
Critically analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or nature 
of the topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. When 
‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the topic and 
give a fair judgment. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
India opened its markets to private participation 30 years ago.  Overall, sectors dominated by private 
players boast of a reasonable degree of competitive intensity. The value delivered for prices charged 
or value for money has increased. 
Body: 
The answer body must have the following aspects covered: 
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Briefly first present the state of India’s healthcare. The current Oxfam Inequality Report 2021 
indicated India’s sad state of healthcare. It draws on data from the National Family Health Survey 
and the National Sample Survey to show large differences in health and healthcare access. 
Explain why privatization of healthcare in India has not served its purpose. 
Suggest what needs to be done. 
Conclusion: 
For millions of people, it’s still partly a nutrition issue. Recent studies, however, imply that prior 
advances in human development indexes have been lost. A major overhaul of public healthcare is 
required. 
Introduction 

In India two critical sectors that have gone the private way, even as state provisions withered, 

should cause us profound unease: education and healthcare. Neither can operate on a laissez-faire 

model, given their special need for oversight, nor can our trend of service privatization (so to speak) 

be relied upon to give us the base of human capital needed for long-term economic success. At 

another level, both are welfare assurers and thus ought to have the government as their 

predominant 

Body 

Need for privatization of health care: 

 Healthcare spending: 

o India’s expenditure on the health sector has risen meagerly from 1.2 per cent of the 

GDP in 2013-14 to4 per cent in 2017-18. The National Health Policy 2017 had aimed 

for this to be 2.5% of GDP. 

o The health budget has neither increased in real terms nor is there any policy to 

strengthen the public/private sector in deficit areas. While the Ayushman Bharat 

provides portability, one must not forget that it will take time for hospitals to be 

established in deficit areas. 

o This in turn could cause patients to gravitate toward the southern States that have a 

comparatively better health infrastructure than the rest of India. 

 Insufficient Medical personnel: 

o There is a massive shortage of medical staff, infrastructure and last mile connectivity 

in rural areas. g.: Doctor: Population 1:1800 and 78% doctors cater to urban India 

(population of 30%). 

o Massive shortages in the supply of services (human resources, hospitals and 

diagnostic centers in the private/public sector) which are made worse by grossly 

inequitable availability between and within States. 

o 61% PHCs have just one doctor, while nearly 7% are functioning without any 

o 33% of PHCs do not have a lab technician, and 20% don’t have a pharmacist. 

o In states like Odisha, more than 3,000 government posts for doctors or about 50% of 

all government medical doctor posts are lying vacant. 

 Infrastructure constraints: 
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o There are doubts on the capacity of India’s infrastructure to take on the additional 

load of patients during pandemics like Covid-19 as seen recently. 

o There is a growing medical tourism (foreign tourists/patients) as a policy being 

promoted by the government, and domestic patients, both insured and uninsured. 

 Crumbling public health infrastructure: 

  

 Given the country’s crumbling public healthcare infrastructure, most patients are forced to 

go to private clinics and hospitals. 

 There is a shortage of PHCs (22%) and sub-health centres (20%), while only 7% sub-health 

centres and 12% primary health centres meet Indian Public Health Standards (IPHS) norms. 

 In the northern States there are hardly any sub-centers and primary health centers are 

practically non-existent. First mile connectivity to a primary healthcare center is broken. For 

e.g., in Uttar Pradesh there is one PHC for every 28 villages. 

Why privatization is not good for a welfare state like India? 

 India opened markets to private participation 30 years ago and reaped its benefits on 

multiple dimensions. 

 As the general pattern shows, the value delivered for prices charged—or ‘value for money’—

has risen in arenas that have come to be dominated by private players and also boast of a 

fair degree of competitive intensity. 

 However, two critical sectors that have gone the private way, even as state provisions 

withered, should cause us profound unease: education and healthcare. 

 Neither can operate on a laissez-faire model, given their special need for oversight, nor can 

our trend of service privatization be relied upon to give us the base of human capital needed 

for long-term economic success. 

 At another level, both are welfare assurers and thus ought to have the government as their 

predominant both are welfare assurers and thus ought to have the government as their 

predominant provider. 

 With state inadequacies exposed by the covid pandemic, our need to attain a balance is 

particularly acute in healthcare, where less than a fifth of all Indians avail of public facilities, 

as estimated. 

 Strong role of Private players: 

 Approximately 70 per cent of the healthcare services in India are provided by private 

players. If private healthcare crumbles due to economic constraints or other factors, India’s 

entire healthcare system can crumble. 

 Over 70 per cent of the total healthcare expenditure is accounted for by the private sector. 

 However, Private hospitals don’t have adequate presence in Tier-2 and Tier-3 cities and 

there is a trend towards super specialisation in Tier-1 cities. 
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 lack of transparency and unethical practices in the private sector. 

 High Out of pocket expenditure: 

o According to the latest National Health Accounts (NHA) estimates released in 

March 2021, patients bear a big chunk of health expenses, as high as 61 per cent of 

the total health expenditure, by themselves. 

o Even the poor are forced to opt for private healthcare, and, hence, pay from their 

own pockets. As a result, an estimated 63 million people fall into poverty due to 

health expenditure, annually. 

o Inequities in the health sector exist due to many factors like geography, socio-

economic status and income groups among others. Compared with countries like Sri 

Lanka, Thailand and China, which started at almost similar levels, India lags peers on 

healthcare outcomes. 

 Privatization will increase the gap between rich and poor which will encourage survival of 

the richest, which cannot be the goal of any civilized society. 

 The public hospitals offer subsidized and other free services which makes most of the 

people move away from private hospitals. 

 The uninsured patients will suffer from high bills of the treatment. 

 The lack of regulation of private players is likely to exploit its clients and customers either 

financially or physically. 

 There is no answerability of private sector to government regulatory board over their 

functioning and operations. 

Measures needed: 

 There should be ways and means of using the taxpayers’ moneyto bring the health benefit 

to the poorest people. 

 The goal of the private firms should not involve only profit-making as their motivation for 

the provision of quality services, but they should also focus on efficiency and effectiveness 

in healthcare. 

 Privatization is beneficial if the structures are set properly, otherwise, it will defeat the 

purpose and goal of healthcare. 

 For ensuring equitable representation of both private and public sector interests, it is 

necessary that the governing body includes members nominated from the private sector 

also. 

 Government should study the breadth of the healthcare landscape and benchmark the 

standardswith other developing and developed countries and identify critical areas and 

gaps. 

Global best practices: 

 Swedish Model 
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o Private and public health facilities compete for government funding and the right to 

provide healthcare to citizens. 

o There are incentives for providing the quickest and cheapest treatment. 

o It is a level playing field, and if the government health facility does not provide 

quality service, it stands to lose out 

 Thailand Model 

o Thailand’s Universal Health Coverage has earned global appreciation. 

o Public and private hospitals are treated on a par, and the beneficiary chooses where 

she goes. 

 Canada Model 

o Medicare, which covers all Canadians, is publicly financed and privately run. 

o Medical practitioners must only charge fees fixed by governments 

Way forward: 

 More fund should be allocated to public hospitalsto strengthen the public health 

infrastructure, so that they can equip themselves appropriately to handle such pandemics in 

the future, the committee suggested in the report. 

 It also recommended that learning from the experience of the pandemic, there is a need 

for a comprehensive public health actpreferably at the national level with suitable legal 

provisions to support the government in keeping checks and controls over the private 

hospitals “as there have been reports about the selling of hospital beds by them”. 

 This is the right time for the legislative body of India to introduce Public Health Bill-2020to 

empower the governments to handle such unforeseen situations like the COVID-19 

pandemic. 

 This Bill will dawn a new era of healthcare wherein every citizen of the country would be 

able to avail the basic healthcare facilities with due deliberation. 

By underlining the common challenges in execution of any policy in India, Discuss 

some measures for timely and effective implementation of National Education Policy 

2020. (250 words) 
Reference:  Indian Express 
Why the question: 
The article gives us insights as to how National Education Policy (NEP) has to learn from public policy 
challenges for transforming education in India. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Highlight the common challenges in the execution of any public policy in India and suggest some 
measures for timely and effective implementation of National Education Policy 2020. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
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Introduction: 
In the introduction, talk briefly about the National Education Policy 2020. 
Body: 
The answer body must have the following aspects covered: 
First discuss Public policy and its challenges; difficulty in predicting the outcome, they evolve over 
time, they evolve in complex systems, they are subjected to cognitive biases etc. 
Then discuss the possible challenges before implementation of NEP 2020. 
Explain the possible challenges that may come in the way of its implementation. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
Introduction 

The new policy seeks rectification of poor literacy and numeracy outcomes associated with primary 

schools, reduction in dropout levels in middle and secondary schools and adoption of the multi-

disciplinary approach in the higher education system. 

Apart from this, the policy also focuses on early childhood care, restructuring curriculum and 

pedagogy; reforming assessments and exams, and investing in teacher training and broad-basing 

their appraisal. 

Body 

Implementing policy 

 It is taken for granted that a government policy or social-development program, is meant to 

be perfectly executed. 

 Implementation is the key and ends up with sub-par results and uncompleted projects. 

 India has had mixed experiences post-Independence, the consolidated development chart 

will appear rather skewed. 

 Millions continue to live in abject poverty, deprived of basic amenities. 

Dealing with implementation deficit 

 India needs to work on the implementation and reforms processes in a wider manner, with 

the primary aim of attaining fast-paced development and effective delivery of the intended 

public benefits. 

 The first requirement would be a capable implementing machine — or what has been called 

the“perfect administration”, driven by passionate team leaders. 

 The guiding urge should be to complete the task before schedule. 

 Other critical determinants include: 

 Unambiguous demarcation of responsibilities. 

 Frequent brainstorming sessions to anticipate and take formal note of likely challenges and 

agreeing upon solutions. 

 Ensuring and authorizing a largely freehand with matching resources, and the ability to make 

on-the-spot decisions. 
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 The evergreen strategy to make the implementation of a near-perfect processis to build in a 

vigilant monitoring and evaluation mechanism. 

 A dynamic monitoring mechanismmakes use of technology, which today is being built into 

various flagship programs initiated by the present government. 

Significance of National Education Policy 2020 

 Recognising Importance of Formative years:In adopting a 5+3+3+4 model for school 

education starting at age 3, the policy recognises the primacy of the formative years from 

ages 3 to 8 in shaping the child’s future. 

 Departure from Silos Mentality:Another key aspect of school education in the new policy is 

the breaking of the strict division of arts, commerce and science streams in high school. This 

can lay the foundation for a multi-disciplinary approach in high education. 

 The Confluence of Education and Skills:Another laudable aspect of the scheme is the 

introduction of vocational courses with an internship. This may nudge the vulnerable 

sections of society to send their children to school. Also, it would help in realisation of the 

goal of Skill India Mission. 

 Making Education More Inclusive:The NEP proposes the extension of the Right to Education 

(RTE) to all children up to the age of 18. Further, the policy seeks to leverage the huge 

potential of online pedagogy and learning methodologies for increasing gross enrolment in 

higher education. 

 Light But Tight Oversight:According to the policy, in spite of periodic inspection, 

transparency, maintaining quality standards and a favourable public perception will become 

a 24X7 pursuit for the institutions, leading to all-round improvement in their standard. The 

policy also seeks to establish a super-regulator for education which will be responsible for 

standards-setting, funding, accreditation and regulation of higher education India. 

 Allowing Foreign Universities:The document states universities from among the top 100 in 

the world will be able to set up campuses in India. This will lead to an infusion of 

international perspective and innovation, which will make the Indian education system more 

efficient and competitive. 

 Ending Hindi vs. English Debate:Most crucially, NEP, once and for all, buries the strident 

Hindi versus English language debate; instead, it emphasises on making mother tongue, local 

language or the regional language the medium of instruction at least till Grade 5, which is 

considered the best medium of teaching. 

Issues with the NEP- 2020 

The new policy has tried to please all, and the layers are clearly visible in the document. It says all 

the right things and tries to cover all bases, often slipping off keel. 

 Lack of integration: In both the thinking, and in the document, there are lags, such as the 

integration of technology and pedagogy. There are big gaps such as lifelong learning, which 

should have been a key element of upgrading to emerging sciences. 

 Language barrier: There is much in the document ripe for debate – such as language. The 

NEP seeks to enable home language learning up to class five, in order to improve learning 
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outcomes. Sure, early comprehension of concepts is better in the home language and is 

critical for future progress. If the foundations are not sound, learning suffers, even with the 

best of teaching and infrastructure. But it is also true that a core goal of education is social 

and economic mobility, and the language of mobility in India is English. 

 Multilingualism debate: Home language succeeds in places where the ecosystem extends all 

the way through higher education and into employment. Without such an ecosystem in 

place, this may not be good enough. The NEP speaks of multilingualism and that must be 

emphasised. Most classes in India are de facto bilingual. Some states are blissfully 

considering this policy as a futile attempt to impose Hindi. 

 Lack of funds: According to Economic Survey 2019-2020, the public spending (by the Centre 

and the State) on education was 3.1% of the GDP. A shift in the cost structure of education is 

inevitable. While funding at 6% of GDP remains doubtful, it is possible that parts of the 

transformation are achievable at a lower cost for greater scale. 

 A move in haste: The country is grappled with months of COVID-induced lockdowns. The 

policy had to have parliamentary discussions; it should have undergone a decent 

parliamentary debate and deliberations considering diverse opinions. 

 Overambitious: All aforesaid policy moves require enormous resources. An ambitious target 

of public spending at 6% of GDP has been set. This is certainly a tall order, given the current 

tax-to-GDP ratio and competing claims on the national exchequer of healthcare, national 

security and other key sectors. The exchequer itself is choked meeting the current 

expenditure. 

 Pedagogical limitations: The document talks about flexibility, choice, experimentation. In 

higher education, the document recognizes that there is a diversity of pedagogical needs. If 

it is a mandated option within single institutions, this will be a disaster, since structuring a 

curriculum for a classroom that has both one-year diploma students and four-year degree 

students’ takes away from the identity of the institution. 

 Institutional limitations: A healthy education system will comprise of a diversity of 

institutions, not a forced multi-disciplinarily one. Students should have a choice for different 

kinds of institutions. The policy risks creating a new kind of institutional isomorphism 

mandated from the Centre. 

 Issues with examinations: Exams are neurotic experiences because of competition; the 

consequences of a slight slip in performance are huge in terms of opportunities. So the 

answer to the exam conundrum lies in the structure of opportunity. India is far from that 

condition. This will require a less unequal society both in terms of access to quality 

institutions, and income differentials consequent upon access to those institutions. 

 Measures or effective implementation 

 This ambitious policy has a cost to be paid and the rest of the things dwells on its 

implementation in letter and spirit. 

 Public investment is considered extremely critical for achieving the high-quality and 

equitable public education system as envisaged by the policy, that is truly needed for India’s 

future economic, social, cultural, intellectual and technological progress and growth. 
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 Implementation of the spirit and intent of the Policy is the most critical matter. 

 It is important to implement the policy initiatives in a phased manner, as each policy point 

has several steps, each of which requires the previous step to be implemented successfully. 

 Prioritization will be important in ensuring optimal sequencing of policy points, and that the 

most critical and urgent actions are taken up first, thereby enabling a strong base. 

 Next, comprehensiveness in implementation will be key; as this Policy is interconnected and 

holistic, only a full-fledged implementation, and not a piecemeal one, will ensure that the 

desired objectives are achieved. 

 Since education is a concurrent subject, it will need careful planning, joint monitoring, and 

collaborative implementation between the Centre and States. 

 Timely infusion of requisite resources – human, infrastructural, and financial – at the Central 

and State levels will be crucial for the satisfactory execution of the Policy. 

 Finally, careful analysis and review of the linkages between multiple parallel implementation 

steps will be necessary in order to ensure effective dovetailing of all initiatives. 

 Need for Cooperative Federalism:Since education is a concurrent subject (both the Centre 

and the state governments can make laws on it), the reforms proposed can only be 

implemented collaboratively by the Centre and the states. Thus, the Centre has the giant 

task of building a consensus on the many ambitious plans. 

 Strive Towards Universalisation of Education:There is a need for the creation of ‘inclusion 

funds’ to help socially and educationally disadvantaged children pursue education. Also, 

there is a need to set up a regulatory process that can check profiteering from education in 

the form of unaccounted donations. 

 Bridging Digital Divide: If technology is a force-multiplier, with unequal access it can also 

expand the gap between the haves and have-nots. Thus, the state needs to address the 

striking disparities in access to digital tools for universalization of education. 

 Inter-ministerial Coordination:There is an emphasis on vocational training, but to make it 

effective, there has to be close coordination between the education, skills and labour 

ministry. 

Conclusion 

The political leadership both at the national and the state level is the most crucial force behind the 

success of the implementation machinery. An endeavour’s effective implementation alone can 

provide converge with good governance, bold innovation, rewarding delivery, and the 

transformation of marginalized human lives. 
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Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability, e-

governance- applications, models, successes, limitations, and potential; citizens 

charters, transparency & accountability and institutional and other measures. 

By underlining the numerous concerns in Indian criminal justice system, examine the 

role of technology-driven e-governance in improving the efficiency of police force. 

(250 words) 
Reference: Indian Express   
Why the question: 
The article brings to us insights on the possible role that technology-driven e-governance can play in 
improving the efficiency of police force. 
Key Demand of the question: 
One is expected to discuss the concerns associated with Indian criminal justice system and highlight 
the role of technology-driven e-governance in improving the efficiency of police force. 
Directive: 
Examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we must look into the topic (content words) in detail, inspect it, 
investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so 
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with the context of the question. 
Body: 
The answer body must have the following aspects covered: 
First discuss the concerns associated with in Indian criminal justice system. 
Discuss the importance of streamlining of delivery mechanism with technology and in what way it 
can enable police forces to improve efficiency, cut out corruption. 
An efficient and well-oiled criminal justice system helps a country politically, socially and 
economically. 
Discuss the aspects of e-governance and its utility in detail with suitable examples. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
Introduction 

Criminal Justice System is an instrument of social control, with an objective to prevent the 

occurrence of crime, punish the criminals, their rehabilitation, and ensuring justice to the victims. 

A recent report, “Crime in India 2019”, published by the National Crime Records Bureau. As per the 

report, 25,023 cases of assault on women, 11,966 rape cases and 4,197 “dowry deaths” have been 

pending trial for five to 10 years. This shows the procrastination of criminal justice delivery system in 

India. 

Body 

Evolution 

 The appointment of the Vohra Committeewas the very first attempt towards reforming the 

Criminal Justice System in India. Vohra Committee report (1993) made an observation on 

the criminalisation of politics and of the nexus among criminals, politicians and bureaucrats 

in India. 
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 In 2000, the government formed a panel headed by Justice V.S. Malimath, the former Chief 

Justice of Kerala and Karnataka, to suggest reform in the century-old criminal justice system. 

The Malimath Committeesubmitted its report in 2003 with 158 recommendations but these 

were never implemented. 

 The Committee felt that the existing system “weighed in favour of the accused and did not 

adequately focus on justice to the victims of crime.” 

Major issues in Indian Criminal Justice System (ICJS): 

 Ineffectiveness:The Indian Penal Code (IPC), the official criminal code of India was drafted in 

1860 and the Code of Criminal Procedure (CrPC) was enacted in 1973. 

 Hundreds of outdated laws still exist in India which highlight the colonial legacy of ICJS, 

making it less effective for the contemporary needs of the society. 

 Pendency of cases:According to Economic Survey 2018-19, there are about 3.5 crore cases 

pending in the judiciary, especially in the district and subordinate courts, which lead to 

actualization of the maxim “justice delayed is justice denied.” 

 Huge under trials:India has one of the world’s largest number of under trial prisoners. 

According to NCRB -Prison Statistics India (2015), 67.2% of our total prison population 

comprises of under trial prisoners. 

 Poor investigative machinery:Corruption, huge workload of the police department, poor 

infrastructure of forensic labs, lack of efficient workforce, etc. are few major hurdles in the 

speedy and transparent investigation of crimes. 

 Investigation: Police is being a front line of the criminal judiciary system, plays a vital role in 

the administration of justice. Corruption, huge workload and accountability of police is a 

major hurdle in speedy and transparent delivery of justice. 

 Lack of Intention: Lack of intention from executive, legislative and judiciary to create an 

effective and efficient system for the speedy delivery of justice of rape and aggravated 

sexual assaults 

Role Technology in Law Enforcement 

 Citizen-Friendly Policing:Most citizens in India are averse to going to a police station. 

Technology can help make this interaction more pleasant. 

 For Eg: Digital portals could provide an easy and transparent mechanism to the citizens to 

register their complaints, provide feedback and track their complaint status. 

 Technology can also be used to provide senior police official’s dashboard views for their 

areas of jurisdiction, identify trends, patterns, outliers and take corrective action. 

 Leveraging Social Media:The social media interaction can be both “push” — alerts are sent 

to citizens — or “pull” — citizens access the social media page/handle in order to get the 

desired information. 

 In addition, social media can be used by Law Enforcement Agencies (LEA) to reach out 

directly to citizens — providing information on traffic jams, how to protect against 

cybercrime, dispelling rumours, countering fake news. 
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 Crime Detection:Technology can effectively help get a digital footprint of the criminal. 

Artificial Intelligence (AI) can be used to match fingerprints, facial images, CCTV footage and 

recognize vehicle number plates. 

 Big Data can be used to integrate data from multiple sources such as social media tools, 

financial institutions, travel records, hotel stays, CDRs and criminal records. This can help 

create a 360-degree view of the criminal and draw linkages between criminal associates. 

 Crime Prevention:Big Data can play a major role as it can be used to identify crime patterns 

and hot spots. AI can be used to draw correlations between the type of crime, time, and 

location. 

 Improving Efficiency:Technology can address gaps associated with hiring, training, postings 

of LEAs, thereby ensuring a more “balanced” and effective organization. 

 Similarly, key performance indicators such as the time taken to file a charge-sheet, types of 

crimes solved, time is taken to address complaints, and citizen feedback scores can be used 

to determine an officer’s performance in a more objective manner. 

 Real-time Integration:The five pillars of the criminal justice system are police, courts, 

prosecution, jails and forensics. Countless man-years are lost in taking physical files from 

one place to another. 

 Real-time integration between the information technology systems of these pillars will help 

in reducing duplicate data entry and errors. 

This will significantly increase the efficiency of our LEAs and, at the same time, drastically reduce the 

time taken to provide justice. 

Conclusion 

In the words of Edmund Burke “A bad law is the worst tyranny”. Thus, to uphold the true spirit of 

‘Rule of Law’, there is an urgent need to reform the Criminal Justice System in India. 

  

What makes the Rule of Law different from the Rule by Law? Explain the principles 

that emerge as the basis of the Rule of law and the role of the judiciary in ensuring 

their constitutionality. (250 words) 
Reference: Indian Express 

Introduction 

Rule of Law is derived from the French phrase ‘la Principe de legality’ which means ‘Government 

based on the principles of law’. 

Rule by Law is based on the Latin term ‘Rex is Lex’ which means ‘King is Law’. it is the tool of tyrants 

and dictators to oppress and subjugate people. It is also known as ‘Rule by Men’. Thus, any law 

which is laid down by the supreme law making authority of the land is Rule by Law. For example, 

Nazi Germany put Jews in concentration camps and thereafter sent them to the gas chambers. The 

act is said to be backed by laws. 

Body 
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The Rule of Law is to control the unlimited exercise of the power by the supreme law making 

authority of the land while the Rule by Law is laid down by the supreme law making authority of the 

land. 

Concept of Rule of Law includes: 

 Supremacy of Law: This means that no one can be arrested, punished or be lawfully made to 

suffer in body or in goods except by the due process of law and for breach of a law 

established in the ordinary legal manner before the ordinary courts of the land. 

 Equality before Law:This means that all men are equal before the law of land administered 

by the ordinary courts. 

 Predominance of Legal Spirit:This means that the rights exercised by the people such as the 

right to personal liberty, freedom from arrest, freedom to hold public meetings, etc. are the 

result of juridical decisions in cases between the parties. Thus, the courts of law must act as 

the guarantors of liberty. 

Rule of Law and Role of Judiciary: 

 The Preamble to the Indian Constitution mentions Justice, Liberty, and Equality. As per 

Article 13 (1) of the Indian Constitution, the constitution shall be the supreme law of the 

land & all other laws in order to be legally valid shall conform to the constitution and upheld 

by judiciary. 

 As per Article 21 of the Indian Constitution, no person shall be deprived of his life or 

personal liberty except according to procedure established by law, nor shall any person be 

denied equality before the law or the equal protection of the laws within the territory of 

India. 

 As per Article 14 of the Indian Constitution, the State shall not deny to any person equality 

before the law or the equal protection of the laws within the territory of India and 

discrimination on grounds of religion, race, caste, sex or place of birth is prohibited. 

 All the laws mentioned under the constitution are strengthened only when Judiciary acts as 

active watchdog of Rule of Law. As B.R Ambedkar had stated article 32 as the heart and soul 

of constitution as it gives substantial power to judiciary to uphold Rule of Law. 

Conclusion 

The judiciary cannot be controlled, directly or indirectly, by the legislature or the executive, or else 

the Rule of Law would become illusory. At the same time, judges should not be swayed by the 

emotional pitch of public opinion either, which is getting amplified through social media platforms. 

India and its neighborhood- relations. 

What were the main features of India’s foreign policy? Elaborate on its main 

objectives. (250 words) 
Reference:  mea.gov.in 
Why the question: 
The question is from the static portions of GS paper II , part India’s foreign policy. 
Key Demand of the question: 
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Discuss the key features of India’s foreign policy since its inception. 
Directive: 
Elaborate – Give a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the particular context. 
You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with relevant associated 
facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
From the late 1920s on, Jawaharlal Nehru, who had a long-standing interest in world affairs among 
independence leaders, formulated the Congress stance on international issues. As Prime Minister 
from 1947, Nehru articulated India’s approach to the world. 
Body: 
The guiding principles of India’s Foreign Policy have been founded on Panchsheel, pragmatism and 
pursuit of national interest. The five principles of peaceful coexistence or Panchsheel was evolved 
during talks between India and the People’s Republic of China in 1954. 
Explain the principles in detail. 
Highlight in what way they are still relevant. 
Discuss the different phases of it. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that in the current phase of geopolitical transformation, India needs to follow an approach 
of working with multiple partners on different agendas. Therefore, Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas, Sabka 
Vishwas is relevant in foreign policy. 
Introduction 

India’s foreign policy is shaped by several factors including its history, culture, geography and 

economy. Our first Prime Minister, Jawaharlal Nehru, gave a definite shape to the country’s foreign 

policy. The thrust of foreign policy keeps on changing according to changing international 

conditions. Article 51 of the Indian Constitution also lays down some Directive Principles of State 

Policy on Promotion of International Peace and Security. 

Body 
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The principles have stood the test of time and are ingrained in international law and India’s foreign 

policy practice. The principles of Indian foreign policy are as follows 

 Panchsheel 

 The policy of Non-Alignment 

 Policy of Resisting Colonialism, Imperialism, Racism 

 Peaceful settlement of International Disputes 

 Support to UN, International Law and a Just and Equal World Order 

Fundamental objectives of India’s Foreign policy: 

 The preservation of India’s territorial integrity and independence of foreign policy. 

o The territorial   integrity   and   protection   of   national   boundaries   from   foreign 

aggression    is    the    core    interest    of    a        India    had    gained    a hard 

Earned independence from foreign rule after long time. Thus, it was natural for her to give due 

emphasis on the independence of foreign policy.  India’s effort to strengthen Afro-Asian solidarity 

endorsement of principles of non-interference, in the internal affairs of other nations and finally the 

adoption of the policy of non-alignment should be seen in this light. 
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 Promoting international peace and security. 

o India as a ‘newly independent and developing country rightly realized that 

international peace and development are correlated. Her emphasis on disarmament 

and the policy of keeping away from the military alliances is intended to promote 

global peace 

 Economic development of India. 

o Fast development of the country was the fundamental requirement of India at the 

time of independence. It was also required to strengthen the democracy and 

freedom in the country in order to gain financial resources and technology from 

both blocks and to concentrate her energy on the development, India opted away 

from the power block politics, which was the defining feature of cold war 

international politics. 

 The foreign policy practice of India also reveals its two other objectives: 

o Elimination of colonialism and racial discrimination. 

o Protection of the interests of people of Indian origin abroad. 

 An official statement of Ministry of External Affairs (2010) notes that India’s foreign policy 

seeks to safeguard her enlightened self-interest. Its primary objective is to promote and 

maintain a peaceful and stable external environment in which the domestic tasks of 

inclusive economic development and poverty alleviation can progress rapidly. 

 Thus, India seeks a peaceful periphery and works for good neighbourly relations in her 

extended neighbourhood. 

 India’s foreign policy also recognizes that the issues such as climate change, energy and 

food security are crucial for India’s transformation. Since these issues are global in nature, 

they require global solutions. 

In short, our Foreign policy has at least four important goals: 

 To protect India from traditional and non-traditional threats; 

 To create an external environment which is conducive for an inclusive development of India 

so that the benefits of growth can reach the poorest of the poor in the country; 

 To ensure that India’s voice is heard on global forums and that India is able to influence 

world opinion on issues of global dimensions such as terrorism, climate change, 

disarmament, reforms of institutions of global governance; 

 To engage and protect Indian Diaspora. 

Conclusion 

We are living in a dynamic world. India’s foreign policy is therefore geared up to be proactive, 

flexible as well as pragmatic so as to make quick adjustments to respond to evolving situations. In 

the implementation of its foreign policy India, however, invariably adheres to a set of basic principles 

on which no compromise is made. In the light of the changing actualities of the international 
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situation, India must cautiously play foreign policy, if it wants to emerge as a global rather than an 

aspirational player. 

The America’s withdrawal from Afghanistan has spun the balance of power in favour 

of the Taliban. Critically analyse. (250 words) 
Reference:  The Hindu 
Why the question: 
As part of the U.S.’s plan to withdraw its troops from Afghanistan by September 11, the U.S. troops 
departed from the Bagram Air Base that had helped coordinate its long drawn war in Afghanistan. 
This effectively marks the end of their military operations in the country. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Critically analyse the impact of withdrawal of American troops from the Afghan region. 
Directive: 
Critically analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or 
nature of the topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
When ‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the 
topic and give a fair judgment. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with brief background of the question. 
Body: 
In a bid to end its war in Afghanistan, the US reached a deal with the Taliban in February 2020. The 
deal dealt with four aspects of the conflict — violence, foreign troops, intra-Afghan peace talks and 
the use of Afghan soil by terrorist groups such as al-Qaeda and the Islamic State. 
Discuss the associated concerns in detail; Stalemate between Taliban and Afghan government, 
continued violence etc. 
Throw light on India’s stakes as well. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with the impact and its effect on India. 
Introduction 

American troops are set to withdraw from the country by September 11 this year, but the shadow of 

re-engagement looms, raising security concerns beyond South Asia. The resurgence of Taliban is a 

huge concern not only for Kabul but for regions in South Asia and beyond. 

Body 

Background 

 The US signed the Doha agreement in February 2020, dangling a “carrot” of full withdrawal, 

hoping the Taliban would agree to be part of an interim government. 

 The flawed peace process, which offered a clear, early edge to the Taliban, caused a 

deadlock in the Doha process. 

 Unlike Iraq, there was clear political support for the US forces to remain in Afghanistan. 

 But the US chose to shed the “occupier” tag and distance itself from grievances against 

governance and harm to civilians over the past 20 years. 

 Security concerns post troop withdrawal 
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 The US has announced that the Afghan War will end by September 11, having seized the 

Doha agreement as an opportunity. 

 While its withdrawal will exacerbate chaos and violence in Afghanistan and impact the wider 

region. 

 Due to the easing of UN restrictions for a few leaders and the freedom to operate from its 

Doha office, the Taliban continues to attend high-profile meetings in swanky hotels in Doha, 

while deadly attacks ravage Afghanistan. 

 Vicious attacks on civilians, such as the killing of schoolgirls in Kabul on May 8, are 

conveniently blamed on Islamic State Khurasan Province (ISKP) by the Taliban. 

 It is widely believed that the Pakistan army has infiltrated and is running the ISKP to 

“market” the Taliban as a “nationalist insurgent” group willing to fight “extremist” ISKP. 

 Groups like ISKP and al-Qaeda in Indian Subcontinent (AQIS) and their variants will be used 

for high-profile attacks in Afghanistan and in the region, including against Western targets, 

to deter deeper re-engagement in Afghanistan. 

 The chaos would create more ungoverned spaces strengthening the terror infrastructure. 

Hence, the developments in Afghanistan will continue to raise security concerns, far beyond 

South Asia. 

Conclusion 

Despite the withdrawal, the looming shadow of US-NATO will remain with a focus on preventing 

Afghanistan from becoming a safe haven. US-NATO have chosen Afghan forces, under a democratic 

government, as their local allies and have assured funding up to 2024. While US-NATO may focus on 

their specific objectives in Afghanistan 2.0, it is certain that the Taliban-ISKP-Pakistan combine will 

unleash much more violence. 

Discuss the Geo-Strategic importance of Maldives to India. (250 words) 
Reference:  thediplomat.com 
Why the question: 
Maldives holds strategic importance for India under the government’s ‘Neighbourhood First’ policy 
due to its location in the Indian Ocean. Thus the question. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss in detail the Geo-Strategic importance of Maldives to India. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with brief background of India and Maldives relations. 
Body: 
First explain that while India-Maldives relations have always been close, cordial and multi-
dimensional, recent regime instability in the Maldives has posed some limitations, especially in the 
political & strategic arena. Therefore, the main challenge to India’s diplomacy is balancing out all 
these contradictions into harmonious relations. 
Expound on Geo-Strategic importance of Maldives to India. 
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Conclusion: 
Conclude that in accordance with the “Neighbourhood First” policy of the government, India remains 
a committed development partner for a stable, prosperous and peaceful Maldives. 
Introduction: 

Maldives is strategically located in the Indian Ocean. Maldives archipelago, comprising of 1,200 

coral islands, lies next to key shipping lanes which ensure uninterrupted energy supplies to 

countries like India, China and Japan. Though small, the Maldives is India’s important neighbour and 

a valued partner in the Indian Ocean neighbourhood. 

India-Maldives ties are built on a very strong foundation, the contours of which are defined 

by shared strategic, security, economic and developmental goals. 

Body: 

Importance of Maldives for India: 
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  The Maldives, long a popular tourist destination, has grown in strategic importance in 

recent years as China and India to establish their influence in the region, and as Beijing 

pushes ahead with its global trade and infrastructure plan. 

 Spread over nearly 1,200 islands spanning more than 90,000 sq. km, key shipping 

lanes where Beijing and New Delhi compete to pursue their often-conflicting maritime 

strategies pass through this tiny Indian Ocean nation. 

 Though small, the Maldives is India’s important neighbour. India’s Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi called the Maldives “a valued partner in the Indian Ocean neighbourhood”. 

 India-Maldives “ties are built on a very strong foundation” the contours of which are 

defined by shared strategic, security, economic and developmental goals. 

 However, the bilateral ties are not without irritants, which can be seen in two broad 

areas: political and strategic. 

Geo-strategic Importance of Maldives: 

 Geographical Proximity: Strategic geography defines the geo-strategic importance of 

Maldives far beyond its physical size. Despite being the smallest Asian country with a land 

area of just 300 sq. km. and a population of around 480,000, Maldives is one of the world’s 

most geographically dispersed countries straddling a 960-km-long submarine ridge running 

north to south and which forms a wall in the middle of the Indian Ocean. 

 Value Addition: The one-time claim of Maldives to Minicoy Island was resolved by the 

Maritime Boundary Treaty of 1976 between the two countries, whereby Maldives has 

recognized Minicoy as an integral part of India. 

 Close to Commercial Sea lines of Communication: Located at the southern and northern 

parts of this island chain are the only two passages through which ships can pass safely. Both 

these sea lanes of communication (SLOCs) are critical for maritime trade flow between the 

Gulf of Aden and Gulf of Hormuz in West Asia and the Strait of Malacca in Southeast Asia. 

While the Indian Ocean is considered as the key highway for global trade and energy flow, 

Maldives virtually stands as a toll gate. 

 Free and Open Indian Ocean: Since China started to send naval ships to Indian Ocean 

roughly 10 years ago — and right up to Gulf of Aden in the name of antipiracy operations — 

Maldives’ significance has steadily grown and now it’s at the heart of international 

geopolitics. 

 Cog in the wheel: As the pre-eminent South Asian power and a ‘net security provider’ in the 

Indian Ocean region, India needs to cooperate with Maldives in security and defence 

sectors. 

 Radicalization and Threat of Terrorism: Under Yameen, radicalisation grew rapidly and it 

was often said that archipelago accounted for one of the highest numbers of foreign fighters 

in Syria in terms of per capita. India can ill-afford a neighbour which fails to check Islamic 

radicalisation. 

 Indian Diaspora: Indians are the second largest expatriate community in Maldives with an 

approximate strength of around 25,000 (accounting for ~5.6% of Maldivian population). 
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Close cooperation with Maldives is also important for safety & security of Indians staying in 

Maldives 

 Multi-lateral Forum: Maldives is also a member of SAARC. It is important for India to have 

Maldives on board to maintain its leadership in the region. Maldives was the only SAARC 

country which seemed reluctant to follow India’s call for boycott of SAARC summit in 

Pakistan after the Uri attack. 

 Cultural connect: India and Maldives share ethnic, linguistic, cultural, religious and 

commercial links. India was among the first to recognise Maldives after its independence in 

1965 and later established its mission at Male in 1972. 

 Importance of India for Maldivians: India is also a preferred destination for Maldivians for 

education, medical treatment, recreation and business. According to MEA, more and more 

Maldivians are seeking long term visa for pursuing higher studies/medical treatment in India. 

However, the Bilateral ties between Maldives and India under previous President Yameen was on a 

downward curve and deteriorating. It was with the Maldivian Democratic Party’s return to power in 

late 2018 that India-Maldives relations warmed again, especially in the field of defence. 

Way forward: 

 India-Maldives defence cooperation will enhance India’s capability to monitor Chinese 

maritime and naval movements along vital sea lanes of communication that run alongside 

the Maldives. 

 In accordance with the “Neighbourhood First Policy” of the government, India remains a 

committed development partner for a stable, prosperous and peaceful Maldives. 

 India can engage with Maldives to establish much more friendly relations to protect the 

safety and security of entire Indian Ocean region. 

 India can stand together with the aspirations of citizens of neighbouring countries and 

the prospects of a long-term sustainable relationship will be much brighter. 

Indian political ideologies and cultural practice, while less politically authoritarian, are 

also far less egalitarian, for national humiliation to be owned equally unlike China. 

Critically examine. (250 words) 

Reference:  Indian Express 
Why the question: 
The article explains how China used its historic national humiliation for strengthening the country. 
However, India could not do that due to the prevalence of inequality. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Critically examine in what way Indian political ideologies and cultural practice, while less politically 
authoritarian, are also far less egalitarian, for national humiliation to be owned equally unlike China. 
Directive: 
Critically examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we have to look into the topic (content words) in 
detail, inspect it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. 
While doing so we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
When ‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the 
topic and give a fair judgment. 
Structure of the answer: 
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Introduction: 
Start with brief background of the question. 
Body: 
The answer body must have the following aspects covered: 
Explain how China used the idea of humiliation; Chinese nationalism is the centrality of the idea of 
humiliation. From the First Opium Wars to the Nanjing massacre, it is an organising principle of 
historiography in China. President Xi Jinping’s address at the Party centenary begins with a reminder 
and resolve that China will never be humiliated again. Explain how national humiliation is central to 
education policy. 
Then move onto explain how the concept of humiliation worked in Indian nationalism. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that the practical and moral necessity of playing down national humiliation may not be a 
bad thing but how countries deal with their own constructs of humiliation will determine their future. 
Introduction 

China used its historic national humiliation for strengthening the country. However, India could 

not do that due to the prevalence of inequality. China uses national humiliation to legitimise 

authoritarian rule. Whereas, India’s lack of egalitarianism (Equality) makes it harder for national 

humiliation to be owned equally. 

Body 

China using the idea of humiliation 

 Chinese nationalism is the centrality of the idea of humiliation. 

 From the First Opium Wars to the Nanjing massacre, it is an organising principle of 

historiography in China. 

 President Xi Jinping’s address at the Party centenary begins with a reminder and resolve 

that China will never be humiliated again. 

 National humiliation is central to education policy. 

 For instance, public monuments remind people of sites of national humiliation. 

 The idea of humiliation has a legitimizing function. 

 The Communist Party makes a claim for its fitness to rule on its ability to position itself as 

the agent that overcomes China’s humiliation. 

 The theme of humiliation became an organising frame for foreign policy. 

Concept of humiliation in Indian nationalism 

 In India’s post-colonial trauma,the psychological sense of humiliation is present. 

 After the Rowlatt Bills, Gandhi declared April 6, 1919, as National Humiliation Day, but 

that was almost a one-off event. 

 At an ideological level, the onset of colonialism was also welcomed by many 

constituencies. 

 For some Hindus, it was an opportunity to come out from under the yoke of the Mughal 

Empire. 
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 For many Dalits, it was an opportunity for shaking up oppressive social structures. 

 Modern India’s ruling class and identity was created as much by collaborationwith 

colonialism, as resistance to it. 

 India’s ruling structure comes out as being embedded in the colonial project. 

 Families from the Tagores to the Tatas, the Indian Army, the Indian civil service, the legal 

profession, and pretty much any part of the ruling establishment displayed more 

continuity than discontinuity. 

 Even post-Independence, the persistence of English and new elites reinforced this. 

 Indian political ideologies and cultural practiceis less politically authoritarian and are far 

less egalitarian. So it is difficult for national humiliation to be owned equally. 

 The real source of India’s humiliation is still abiding and crushing poverty. 

 The nature of traumas is different. India’s traumas turned out to be more self-inflicted. 

 The Chinese construction of humiliation was directly structured around military defeats. 

 No war defines Indian victimhood or trauma. But it is 1962 that is marked as a national 

humiliation. 

 However, its suffering and trauma cannot be deployed in the same way in which the 

Chinese deploy memories of WW II. 

 As VS Naipaulwrote that due to humiliation by British rule, there will be ideas of country’s 

pride and historical self-analysis. 

 The presence of the Hindu-Muslim question in Indian politics meant that 

humiliation became a source of divisiveness. 

 Humiliation is more easily deployed against pre-British, Mughal and Sultanate rule, than as 

a unifying ideology. 

 Calling India a Vishwaguru and then adoption of new aggressive nationalismare signs of a 

repressed sense of humiliation that is unable to confront its true sources. It shows India’s 

powerlessness and its inability to give most of its citizens a dignified life. 

Conclusion 

The practical and moral necessity of playing down national humiliation may not be a bad thing but 

how countries deal with their own constructs of humiliation will determine their future. While 

India engages in a fantasy of overcoming humiliation, in history, in culture, in internal division. 

China, on the other hand, feeds the humiliation machine so that it can legitimise deeply 

authoritarian rule, cement the party’s place, and lay the basis for its dealings with the external 

world. How these countries deal with their own constructs of humiliation may well determine the 

future. 
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Discuss the role played by judiciary in alleviating the distress faced by the migrants 

since the pandemic hit our country. (15M) 
Reference: The Hindu 
Why the question? 
A slew of directives passed by the courts in India in recent times to alleviate the distress caused to 
migrant workers 
Key demand of the question: 
Judiciary’s effort in dealing with migrant woes since the pandemic hit 
Directive 
Discuss: 
Throw light on various perspectives and present a logical argument. 
Structure of the answer 
Introduction: 
Give any relevant data with regards to impact of pandemic induced lockdown on migrants in our 
country. 
Body 
List out the various directives given by the courts in India to alleviate the distress. Ex: food and travel 
arrangements insisted on by the court, identity proof should not be insisted upon by the governments 
since the labourers might not be able to furnish it, court called upon the State governments to 
arrange transportation for workers who need to return to their homes etc 
Conclusion 
Briefly mention what systems are needed to be put in place to give effect to these guidelines 
Introduction 

The coronavirus pandemic has exposed emerging India’s underbelly — the migrant workers. The 

Supreme Court on June 29 pronounced its judgment in the migrant labourers case. The case was 

initiated last year after the national lockdown was announced on March 24. Noting the difficulties 

being faced by the migrant labour population, the bench has emphasized the need for immediate 

government support for the stranded migrant labourer families. 

Body 

Issues faced by the migrant labourers: 

 Migrant workers formone-fourth of India’s population. 

 They are not able to get jobs that may satisfy their basic needs. 

 There is a large number of such migrants who do not possess any card. This is because of 

poverty and lack of education.  

 The work on the National Database for Unorganised Workers (NDUW) portalhas not been 

completed. It was ordered to be completed in 2018. 

 NDUW portal is a ₹45.39 crore project to register and identify migrant workers and 

unorganised labourers to ensure their rights, welfare and food security. 

Role played by Judiciary in alleviating the distress of migrant labourers: 

 The court has laid down numerous guidelinesto provide relief to workers and efficiently 

tackle the problem till the threat of COVID-19 subsides. 
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 In the orders pronounced in May 2021that dry ration be provided to migrants who want to 

return to their homes. 

 The Bench directed that “wide publicity” should be given to welfare schemes for migrant 

workers, including locations of community kitchens, so that needy persons would benefit. 

 Noting that the central government’s Aatmanirbhar scheme ensured providing of dry rations 

only to migrant workers covered under the Food Security Act, that is, people with ration 

cards, the court observed that the unorganised labourers, wandering from one place of work 

to another in mega cities, could not be expected to have ration cards. 

 In this direction, the SC has asked the States to file affidavits indicating the mechanism by 

which the state’s plan to distribute dry ration to migrant workers who do not possess a 

ration card. 

 Further, the court said that identity proof should not be insistedupon by the governments 

since the labourers might not be able to furnish it. 

 The court called upon the State governments to arrange transportation for workerswho 

need to return to their homes. 

 The Supreme Court fixedJuly 31 as the deadline for the States to implement the ‘One 

nation One Ration Card’ 

 Under this scheme, the States are to complete the registration of migrant workers in order 

to provide dry ration to them 

 The top court also directed the State governments to run community kitchensfor migrant 

workers. 

 In the order passed on June 29,the court affirmed the Right to Food under Article 21 of the 

Constitution. 

 In furtherance of this, the court asked the States to formulate their own schemes and issue 

food grains to migrants. 

 This is an indispensable step to keep more than a fourth of the population of the country 

safe and healthy during the pandemic. 

 The court directed the Ministry of Labour and Employment to ensure that the National 

Database for Unorganised Workers is updated by July 31. 

 Finally, the top courtrecognised the need for direct cash benefit transfer to workers in the 

unorganised sector. But it did not issue any guidelines for the same, as the workers need to 

be covered by the States themselves. 

 The Bench directed the States/Union Territories to register establishments and license 

contractors under the Inter¬State Migrant Workmen (Regulation of Employment and 

Conditions of Service) Act, 1979 and ensure that they provided the authorities complete 

details of the workers employed with them. 

Challenges in implementation of directives of Hon’ble SC: 
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 It is unlikely that a standardised system can be developed by states for implementing the 

ONORC scheme within the deadline prescribed by the court. 

 Many States do not have the necessary infrastructure to run and maintain community 

kitchens on such a large scale. 

 Migrant workers keep moving in search of employment, and therefore it is difficult to cover 

all of them under state government schemes. 

Way forward: 

 The Supreme Court has given a purposive declaration in the case, but the bulk of the 

judgment seems declaratory rather than mandatory. 

 In order to efficiently implement the orders of the court, the State governments need to 

work with the Centre closely. 

 With the third wave of COVID-19 infections looming, it is imperative to ensure that 

government machinery works to its full potential and robust systems are developed to 

withstand the challenges. 

 The five ‘R’s — Recognise, Register, Responsibility, Ration card, and Residence, could help 

alleviate the crisis faced by the migrant labourers to great extent. 

o First, recognise them. The attitude of all stakeholders towards the migrants must 

change. It is the job of the state and central governments, the district administration 

and the local self-government bodies to recognise the existence and dignity of 

migrant labourers. 

o Secondly, register them. The local administrations must register all the new and old 

migrants living in their cities. The states must maintain a register of all migrant 

labourers. They must ask all migrant labourers coming from any part of India to first 

enrol themselves with the local municipality. This will allow the workers to seek help 

in the times of crisis such as these. 

o Third is responsibility. The governments must look at the migrant labourers as their 

responsibility. the states will have to take up the issues of migrants on priority and 

provide them with some sort of temporary identity card. Before doing anything to 

help the migrants, the states must accept their importance. Since they are primarily 

serving the interests of the state, their well-being is the responsibility of the state 

governments. 

o Fourth ‘R’ that can help migrants is their ration cards and the public distribution 

system (PDS). The migrant labourers lose access to the PDS once they move out of 

their native places for work. For last couple of years, various governments have 

been trying to squeeze the number of beneficiaries of the PDS. 

o The last one is residence. The central and state governments must jointly think 

about the migrants’ housing problem. 
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Enumerate the essential features of Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act. Analyze the 

need for such a law in a democratic country such as India (15M) 
Reference: The Hindu 
Why the question? 
Death of activist Father Stan Swamy who was arrested under the provisions of the act 
Key demand of the question: 
Debate the necessity of the act in a democratic country such as India 
Directive 
Analyze: 
Throw light on the negatives and positives in an objective and scientific manner 
Structure of the answer 
Introduction 
Mention the basic objective of the act in a brief manner 
Body 
List the essential features of the act in a precise manner. 
Debate the necessity of the act: Positives (to maintain public order, security and integrity of the 
country, to deal with emerging security challenges etc), Negatives (violation of doctrine of 
presumption of innocence, thwarting FR’s such as Right to speech, dilutes the democratic character 
of our country etc) 
Suggest ways to reduce the apprehensions caused by the act. 
Highlight any judgments given by the SC on this act or even recommendations made by committees 
or commissions such as Law Commission wherever necessary in this answer 
Conclusion 
Provide an opinion on this matter based on the arguments made by you. 
Introduction 

The Unlawful Activities Prevention Amendment (UAPA) Bill is an anti-terror legislation that seeks to 

designate an individual as a “terrorist”. There has been a sharp surge in the state’s use of this 

provision in a sweeping range of alleged offences — against tribals in Chhattisgarh, those using social 

media through proxy servers in Jammu and Kashmir; and journalists in Manipur among others. 

According to data provided by the Ministry of Home Affairs in Parliament in March, a total of 1126 

cases were registered under UAPA in 2019, a sharp rise from 897 in 2015. By ruling that “terrorist 

activity” cannot be broadly defined to include ordinary penal offences, the three Delhi High Court 

orders granting bail recently to three student-activists. 

Body: 

Key Features of the UAPA Act: 

 It empowers the government to designate individuals as terrorists if the person commits or 

participates in acts of terrorism, prepares for terrorism, promotes terrorism or is otherwise 

involved in terrorism. 

 This has been done as it is seen that when a terrorist organization is banned, its members 

form a new organization to spread terrorism. 

 The bill also empowers the Director-General, National Investigation Agency (NIA) to grant 

approval of seizure or attachment of property when the case is being investigated by the 

agency. 
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 Under the existing Act, the investigating officer is required to obtain the prior approval of 

the Director General of Police (DGP) to seize properties that bear any connection to 

terrorism. 

 It has been seen that many times a terror accused own properties in different states. In such 

cases, seeking approval of DGPs of different states becomes very difficult, and the delay 

caused by the same may enable the accused to transfer properties. 

 It empowers the officers of the NIA — of the rank of Inspector or above, to investigate cases. 

 The existing Act provides for investigation of cases to be conducted by officers of the rank of 

Deputy Superintendent or Assistant Commissioner of Police or above. 

 No changes being made in arrest or bail provisions. Also, the provision that the burden of 

proof is on the investigating agency and not on the accused, has not been changed. 

 The International Convention for Suppression of Acts of Nuclear Terrorism (2005) has also 

been added in the Second Schedule through the Amendment. 

Impact on Fundamental rights: 

 It allows the central government to name an individual as a terrorist if it “believes” without 

any formal judicial process, which is against the principles of natural justice. 

 The name of such a person will be included in the ‘Fourth Schedule’ proposed to be added in 

the parent Act. The only statutory remedy available to such a person is to make an 

application before the Central Government for de-notification, which will be considered by a 

Review Committee constituted by the Government itself. 

 An official designation as a terrorist will be akin to ‘civil death’ for a person, with social 

boycott, expulsion from job, hounding by media, and perhaps attack from self-proclaimed 

vigilante groups following. 

 The Amendment poses threat to different viewpoints and goes against the freedom of 

speech and expression of an individual. 

 The law could target minorities or a section of people thereby affecting their cultural rights. 

 Provisions of the UAPA have an extremely wide ambit, which makes it possible to use them 

against not just criminals and terrorists, but even authors, academics, lawyers for alleged 

terrorists, and human rights activists. 

Indefinite Imprisonment without Trial: Even if the person is eventually acquitted of the charges, the 

delays in conducting judicial proceedings mean the case may only get heard several years after their 

arrest – failure to get bail means they have to spend the entire time in jail. 

 The Act also interferes with the privacy and liberty of individuals contravening the provisions 

which protect against arbitrary or unlawful interference with a person’s privacy and home. 

 The Act allows for searches, seizures and arrests based on the ‘personal knowledge’ of the 

police officers without a written validation from a superior judicial authority. 

Liberty v/s National Security: 

 This law is aimed at effective prevention of unlawful activities associations in India. 
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 Its main objective is to make powers available for dealing with activities directed against the 

integrity and sovereignty of India. 

 But there must be a distinction between an individual and an organisation, and it must be 

kept in mind that the Constitution guarantees the former the right to life and liberty. 

 Benjamin Franklin said: “Those who would give up essential Liberty, to purchase a little 

temporary Safety, deserve neither Liberty nor Safety.” 

Way forward: 

 There is a need to undertake structural changes to provide transparency in the proceedings 

to make UAPA act more accountable. 

 Proper justification must be provided for the seizure of the properties and assets of an 

individual. 

 The bill must ensure judicial solutions to the wrongly accused to safeguard the individual’s 

dignity, freedom and equality in the society. 

 The government must also rethink regarding the issues pertaining to the rights of life and 

liberty, and to federalism. 

Conclusion 

In civilised nations, from whom India has taken its Constitution and its laws, the criminal justice 

system is about the rights of the accused. That is also the foundation of our justice system. The very 

idea of the UAPA and the decision to start naming people terrorists without securing a conviction 

from a court of law, goes against the principles of natural justice. 

  

The creation of Ministry of cooperation distinguishes the importance of outcomes of 

cooperative movement supported in the country. Elucidate. (250 words) 
Reference: Financial Express 

Introduction 

The Union government of India recently created a new Ministry of Cooperation for strengthening 

cooperative movement. It was created for realizing the vision of ‘Sahakar se Samriddhi’ (Prosperity 

through Cooperation) and to give a new push to the cooperative movement. With this, the 

Government has signalled its deep commitment to community based developmental partnership. It 

also fulfils the budget announcement made by the Finance Minister in 2021. 

Body 

A cooperative is an autonomous association of persons united voluntarily to meet their common 

economic, social and cultural needs and aspirations through a jointly-owned and democratically 

controlled. The need for profitability is balanced by the needs of the members and the wider interest 

of the community. 

Importance of Cooperatives for India: 
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 India is an agricultural country and laid the foundation of World’s biggest cooperative 

movement in the world. 

 For instance, Amul deals with 16 million milk producers, 1,85,903 dairy cooperatives; 222 

district cooperative milk unions; marketed by 28 state marketing federations. 

 There are over 8 lakh cooperatives of all shapes and sizes across sectors in India 

 In India, a Co-operative based economic development model is very relevant where each 

member works with a spirit of responsibility. 

 It provides agricultural credits and fundswhere state and private sectors have not been able 

to do very much. 

 It provides strategic inputsfor the agricultural-sector; consumer societies meet their 

consumption requirements at concessional rates. 

 It is an organization for the poor who wish to solve their problems collectively. 

 It softens the class conflictsand reduces the social cleavages. 

 Itreduces the bureaucratic evils and follies of political factions; 

 It overcomes the constraintsof agricultural development; 

 It creates a conducive environment for small and cottage industries. 

Challenges faced by Cooperatives currently: 

 Cooperatives in India are fighting a survival battle or as some experts describe it as a COVID-

war equivalent in a sense with some either on ventilator support or banking on oxygen 

supply and with only a few fit and stable. 

 Lack of genuine cooperation between the states and the centre wrt Cooperatives and 

centralization of power. 

 There should be a focus on women cooperatives because they are less than three per cent 

of the 8 lakh cooperatives in the country. 

 In the elections to the governing bodies, money became such a powerful tool that the top 

posts of chairman and vice-chairman usually went to the richest farmers who manipulated 

the organization for their benefits. 

 People are not well informed about the objectives of the Movement, rules and regulations 

of co-operative institutions. 

 Most of these societies are confined to a few members and their operations extended to 

only one or two villages. 

 The Co-operative Movement has suffered from inadequacy of trained personnel. 

Rationale behind creation of Ministry of Co-operation: 

 It will provide aseparate administrative, legal and policy framework for strengthening the 

cooperative movement in the country. 
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 It will help deepen Co-operativesas a true people based movement reaching upto the 

grassroots. 

 It will work to streamline processes for ‘Ease of doing business’for co-operatives and enable 

development of Multi-State Co-operatives (MSCS). 

Way forward: 

 Implementing the steps provided by the Vaidyanathan committee on credit cooperative 

societies. 

 The idea of cooperatives must take the agenda beyond agriculture, milk, credit and housing 

cooperatives 

 New areas are emerging with the advancement of technology and cooperative societies can 

play a huge role in making people familiar with those areas and technologies. 

 There is a need to create more cooperatives with women at the helm of it. 

 Principle of the cooperative movement is to unite everyone, even while remaining 

anonymous. The cooperative movement has the capacity to solve people’s problems. 

 However, there are irregularities in cooperatives and to check them there have to be rules 

and stricter implementation. 

  

India needs to identify the significance of addressing rising inequalities and develop 

mechanisms for its management. Elaborate. (250 words) 
Reference: The Hindu 

Introduction 

The world economy is slowly recovering from the devastation caused by the Covid-19 pandemic. 

However, the recovery is uneven among countries and within countries. It is an emerging universal 

truth that, in the post-pandemic world, economic inequality is rising sharply in all countries. 

Body 

Inequalities in India 

 Inequality was alarmingly high and destabilizing social and political order in much of the 

world even before the pandemic struck. Inequality is widening across the world, and India is 

no exception. 

 According to the recent Oxfam report, Inequality in India has risen to levels last seen when it 

was colonized. The additional wealth acquired by India’s 100 billionaires since March when 

the lockdown was imposed is enough to give every one of the 138 million poorest ₹94,045. 

 Oxfam’s report, ‘An economy for the 99 percent’, shows that the gap between rich and poor 

is far greater than had been feared. 

 Oxfam has observed that the world’s eight richest people now own as much wealth as the 

poorest 3.6 billion. 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia


INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 

 
 

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia  Page 165 

 The Oxfam report shows that the wealth of the poorest half of the world’s population has 

fallen by a trillion dollars since 2010, a drop of 38 percent. This has occurred despite the 

global population increasing by around 400 million people during that period. Meanwhile, 

the wealth of the richest 62 has increased by more than half a trillion dollars to $1.76tr. 

 An unskilled worker in India would take three years to earn the richest person earned in one 

second last year. 

Concerns Associated with Inequalities 

 The Periodic Labour Force Survey (PLFS) 2017-18 showed a dramatic drop in women’s work 

participation rates, to only 16.5 per cent, while unemployment rates for the economy as a 

whole continued to climb. 

 At a time when resolving the gender wealth gap is predicated on increasing women’s 

incomes, this economic outlook only points to the deepening of this divide as millennial 

women remain both underpaid and underemployed. 

 Growing wealth inequality is also symptomatic of the rise of an entrenched rentier class 

which looks to leverage their fixed assets in the form of land and property to extract the 

greatest possible rents from tenants and leases. 

 With a 2019 study by the Reserve Bank confirming that housing affordability has significantly 

deteriorated over the last four years, it is unsurprising how millennials now choose to rent 

rather than bear the increasingly unaffordable burden of high EMIs. 

 However, the current drying up of demand may be symptomatic of income (if not wealth) 

inequality being pushed to its very limits. 

 Normalization of Inequalities: Many major economists worldwide try to justify growing 

inequalities as an inevitable by-product of economic growth that led to the reduction of 

absolute poverty. 

o Due to this, the distribution of new wealth between capital and labour has become 

so one-sided that workers are constantly being pushed to penury while the rich are 

getting richer. 

o Further, the worsening inequality in income and opportunities impacts some 

sections disproportionately due to discrimination based on gender, caste, and other 

factors. 

 Creation of Monopolies: Despite its alleged commitment to market competition, the 

neoliberal economic agenda instead brought the decline of competition and the rise of close 

to monopoly power in vast swaths of the economy: pharmaceuticals, telecom, airlines, 

agriculture, banking, industrials, and retail. 

 Unsustainable Economic Growth: One of the chief characteristics of economic development 

is the intensification of energy use. There is an unprecedented concentration of high energy 

density in all economic development strategies. 

o The bulk of the energy continues to be generated from non-renewable sources. 
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o The developed world’s primary objective is to capture energy-generating resources 

from across continents and put them to use to push their GDP growth to greater 

heights. 

o This unsustainable economic growth model is against the concept of sustainability, 

as it sacrifices the need of future generations for the welfare of present generations. 

Way Forward 

 Nordic Economic Model:To make the current redistribution of wealth more equitable, the 

current neo-liberal model can be replaced by the ‘Nordic Economic Model.’ 

 Nordic Economic Model consists of effective welfare safety nets for all, corruption-free 

governance, the fundamental right to quality education & healthcare, high taxes for the rich, 

etc. 

 4P Model of Capitalism:Rather than just rhetoric, the new capitalism model should focus on 

4P’s viz. ‘Profit, People, Planet, Purpose and it should be the government’s task to ensure 

that the corporates adhere to this model. 

Conclusion 

Unlike in the 20th century, India can and must actively contribute to the framing of new rules to 

govern global capitalism and the reshaping of international institutions. Simultaneously, as the Great 

Reset narrative unfolds, it must also reform its economy and society to make it more equitable, 

sustainable, and capable of coping with rapid external change. 

  

There’s a need for streamlining Indian extradition law and procedures to check 

criminals from going undetected. Analyse. (250 words) 
Reference: The Hindu 

Introduction 

As defined by Hon’ble Supreme Court of India, ‘Extradition is the delivery on the part of one State to 

another of those whom it is desired to deal with for crimes of which they have been accused or 

convicted and are justifiable in the Courts of the other State’. 

Recently, the UK’s Home Department has approved the extradition of Nirav Modi, a diamond 

merchant to India in connection with the Rs. 13,758-crore Punjab National Bank (PNB) fraud. India 

and the UK entered into an extradition treaty in 1992. 

Body 

Principles Governing Extradition 

Apart from the Principle of Specialty, there are other principles as well in extradition. This includes, 

 Principle of Dual Criminality:This requires that the offence that the fugitive is alleged to 

have committed, should be an offence both in the requesting as well as the requested state. 

 Principle of Reciprocity:Countries must show reciprocity in the exchange for fugitives 

between requesting and requested State. 
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 Principle of Competence: The requested state must be satisfied that the requesting state 

has a right to prosecute the fugitive. 

 Principle of proportionality between offence and sentence: Punishment for a particular 

crime should not be excessively harsh or inhuman upon the fugitive. European countries 

generally don’t extradite when the requesting country has the potential to inflict capital 

punishment on the fugitive. 

 Principle of relative Seriousness of the offence: Extradition is usually permissible only for 

relatively more serious offences, and not for trivial misdemeanours or petty offences. 

Status of extradition in India 

Extradition Law in India: In India, the extradition of a fugitive criminal is governed under the Indian 

Extradition Act, 1962.This is for both extraditing persons to India and from India to foreign countries. 

The basis of the extradition could be a treaty between India and another country. 

At present India has an Extradition treaty with more than 40 countries and Extradition agreement 

with 11 countries. 

Extradition Treaty:  Section 2(d) of The Indian Extradition Act 1962 defines an ‘Extradition Treaty’ as 

a Treaty, Agreement or Arrangement made by India with a Foreign State, relating to the extradition 

of fugitive criminals which extends to and is binding on India. Extradition treaties are traditionally 

bilateral in character. 

India has been able to extradite back many of the fugitive offenders in the past. However, failures 

were also witnessed in the case of many offenders. 

Successful cases of Extradition   

 AgustaWestland chopper dealco-accused Rajiv Saxena was extradited from the United Arab 

Emirates in Jan 2019. 

 Mohammed Yahya, who faced cases of cheating, forgery, and criminal conspiracy, was 

extradited from Indonesia on October 12, 2018. 

 Vinay Mittal, who faces cases of cheating, forgery, and criminal conspiracy, was extradited 

from Indonesia on September 9, 2018. 

 Chhota Rajan was extradited from Indonesia on November 6, 2015, on charges of murder 

and kidnapping. 

 Abu Salem was extradited from Portugal in 2005 to face trial in the 1993 Mumbai bomb 

blasts case. 

Ongoing extradition cases 

 India is in the process of extraditing Mehul Choksi and Vijay Mallya from the U.K. for their 

criminal charges of financial frauds. 

 Similarly, Tahawwur Rana, a key accused in the 26/11 Mumbai terror attack, will soon be 

extradited from the US. 

Failed 
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 India failed to Extradite Lalit Modi (IPL Betting Case) from the UK 

 Similarly, India also failed to extradite David Headley (Conspirator of 2008 Mumbai attacks) 

from the US 

Need for Extradition  

 Sovereign constraint:Since the territorial constraints stop the victim state to effectively 

exercise its jurisdiction, extradition alone offers the legal avenue to overcome the 

jurisdictional hardship. 

 Upholding Justice: Bringing back offenders from foreign countries is essential for providing 

timely justice and grievance redressal. 

 Provides a sense of gratification:Punishment of the criminal in the same country in which 

the crime is committed provides a sense of gratification and security for the public of that 

country. 

 Act as deterrence: It serves as a deterrent against offenders who consider escape as an easy 

way to subvert India’s justice system. 

Challenges with Extradition 

 Delayed Response by Indian Agencies: This sometimes gives an impression that the 

requesting state is not serious about extraditing the fugitive. It results in the denial of an 

extradition request by the extraditing state. 

 Eg: The extradition request against former IPL chief Lalit Modi was filed after a decade. 

 Poor Prison Conditions: The Indian prisons fall short of desired facilities like quality food, 

bedding, and health facilities, etc. This discourages western nations from extraditing 

fugitives on grounds of human rights violations. 

 Eg – Karamjit Singh Chahal (charges of separatism), Sanjeev Chawla (illegal betting) and Kim 

Davy (terrorism) escaped extradition due to poor prison conditions. 

 Disregard to extradition clauses:India was criticized by Portugal for the violation of 

the Principle of Specialty. As India imposed additional cases on Abu Saleem. The same is also 

feasible in the current extradition cases also. This damages India’s image for upholding 

extradition laws, especially from the EU. 

 Less number of bilateral extradition treaties: India has a fewer number (43) of bilateral 

extradition treaties compared to other countries. The US and the UK, for example, have 

extradition treaties with over 100 countries each. 

 Political Nature: It is often argued that extradition is as much a political process as it is a 

judicial one. Therefore, it sometimes gets rejection on political grounds in spite of passing 

the judicial test. 

 Eg – Warren Martin Anderson was not extradited by the U.S to India in spite of being the 

CEO of Union Carbide Corporation. UCC was the parent company of UC India limited that 

was responsible for the Bhopal Gas tragedy in 1984. 
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 Double standards for Wealthy individuals:Countries are sometimes accused of having a soft 

corner for wealthy fugitives. For instance, Jan Marsalek of the Wirecard scandal and former 

Renault CEO Carlos Ghosn were not extradited by Russia and Lebanon respectively. 

 Double jeopardy: The “double jeopardy” clause debars punishment for the same crime 

twice. This is the primary reason why India has been unable to extradite David Headley from 

the US. 

Suggestions to improve extradition 

 India needs to sign the UN Convention against Torture that will generate greater trust in its 

prisons and police personnel. 

 The country needs to improve the capacity and efficiency of investigating agencies to 

conduct speedy investigations. The government should establish a central agency to take up 

larger cases involving extradition. 

 The Justice Malimath Committee report (2003)recommended setting up a Central Agency, 

on similar lines with the Federal Bureau of Investigation (USA). This would exercise 

jurisdiction over crimes and offences affecting national security. 

 India should push the adoption of its nine-point agenda by the G 20 countries. The agenda 

contains a comprehensive framework of action against fugitive economic offenders. 

 The country should enact complementary legislation that smoothens the extradition 

process. For instance, the government can change some of the critical provisions in 

the Fugitive Economic Offenders Act. 

Conclusion 

India needs to strengthen its domestic framework and maintain harmonious relations with other 

countries. The fulfilment of these twin objectives are a requirement in ensuring a smooth, 

transparent, and speedy extradition process. 

Regardless of threats of terrorism, India has taken several steps at innumerable levels 

for the all-inclusive development of Afghanistan. Elucidate. (250 words) 
Reference:  Indian Express 
Why the question: 
The article explains in what way the Taliban’s possible triumph threatens not just India’s diplomatic 
stakes in Afghanistan, but also 20 years and $3 billion worth of Indian investment in various projects 
— dams, roads, trade infrastructure. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss the role played by India in Afghanistan despite the threats of Terrorism. 
Directive: 
Elucidate – Give a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the particular context. 
You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with relevant associated 
facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with brief background of the question. 
Body: 
The answer body must have the following aspects covered: 
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Explain first about India’s Investment in Afghanistan. India has built vital roads, dams, electricity 
transmission lines and substations, schools, and hospitals among others in Afghanistan. India’s 
development assistance is now estimated to be worth well over $3 billion. The 2011 India-
Afghanistan Strategic Partnership Agreement recommitted Indian assistance to help rebuild 
Afghanistan’s infrastructure and institutions. 
Talk about its bilateral trade. 
Highlight the threats India faces owing to terrorism. 
Explain what needs to be done. 
Conclusion: 
Suggest way forward. 
Introduction 

The Afghanistan-India relation is unique and dynamic prefacing shared vision of economic, social 

and cultural periphery. The proximity is accounted with active engagement and prioritizing to 

accomplish better strategic relation of India with Afghanistan in bringing economic development, 

stability and peace that will ultimately usher progress in the country. The prestigious history of 

Afghanistan-India relations is an excellent reputation on the bilateral front covering all the aspects 

of friendliness, trust, mutual interest, people-to-people contact. Today both the nations cherish 

this bonding on a wider spectrum and prioritizing the multi-layered dimensions seeking greater 

bilateral cooperation. 

Body 

India’s Infrastructure Investment as the part of India- Afghanistan Strategic relationship: 

India-Afghan Friendship Dam (Salma dam) 

 Already, there has been fighting in the area where one of India’s high-visibility projects is 

located — the 42MW Salma Dam in Herat province. 

 The hydropower and irrigation project, completed against many odds and inaugurated in 

2016, is known as the Afghan-India Friendship Dam. 

 In the past few weeks, the Taliban have mounted attacks in nearby places, killing several 

security personnel. 

 The Taliban claim the area around the dam is now under their control. 

Irrigation projects 

 Shahtoot Dam and drinking water project will open major opportunities expecting to supply 

irrigation water for about 10,000 hectares of agricultural land and drinking water to around 

two million people in Kabul city. 

 The water supply network for Charikar, Parwan province is near completion which was self-

funded by Afghanistan and India. 

Zaranj-Delaram highway 

 The other high-profile project was the 218-km Zaranj-Delaram highway built by the Border 

Roads Organisation. Zaranj is located close to Afghanistan’s border with Iran. 
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 With Pakistan denying India overland access for trade with Afghanistan, the highway is of 

strategic importance to New Delhi, as it provides an alternative route into landlocked 

Afghanistan through Iran’s Chabahar port. 

Afghan Parliament Building 

 The Afghan Parliament in Kabul was built by India at $90 million. 

 It was opened in 2015; PM Modi inaugurated the building. 

 A block in the building is named after former Prime Minister of India, Atal Bihari Vajpayee. 

Stor palace 

 In 2016, Afghan President Ashraf Ghani and PM Modi inaugurated the restored Stor Palace 

in Kabul, originally built in the late 19th century. 

 It is famous for the 1919 Rawalpindi Agreement by which Afghanistan became an 

independent country. 

Power infrastructure projects 

 Other Indian projects in Afghanistan include the rebuilding of power infrastructure such as 

the 220kV DC transmission line from Pul-e-Khumri, the capital of Baghlan province to the 

north of Kabul. 

 Indian contractors and workers also restored telecommunications infrastructure in many 

provinces. 

Health infrastructure projects 

 India’s cooperation in health and nutrition sector has immensely attributed on positive note. 

 Assistance to the Indira Gandhi Institute for Child Health (IGICH) which is established in 1970 

is 200,000 USD per annum. 

 India has reconstructed a children’s hospital it had helped build in Kabul in 1972 —named 

Indira Gandhi Institute for Child Health in 1985 — that was in shambles after the war. 

 ‘Indian Medical Missions’ have held free consultation camps in several areas. 

 Thousands who lost their limbs after stepping on mines left over from the war have been 

fitted with the Jaipur Foot. 

 India has also built clinics in the border provinces of Badakhshan, Balkh, Kandahar, Khost, 

Kunar, Nangarhar, Nimruz, Nooristan, Paktia and Paktika. 

 India has been contributing US $ 5 million, spread over 5 years to the Afghan Red Society 

Program to treat congenital heart disease in children. 

Transportation sector 

 According to the MEA, India gifted 400 buses and 200 mini-buses for urban transportation, 

105 utility vehicles for municipalities, 285 military vehicles for the Afghan Army. 
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 It also gave three Air India aircraft to Ariana, the Afghan national carrier, when it was 

restarting operations. 

Education sector 

 India’s scholarships to Afghan students aimed at fulfilling and supporting for building their 

respective human resource domains. 

 India’s ongoing project to upgrade Habibia High School is of US 1$ million spread over 10 

years. 

 Thousands of Afghan students study in India, and Afghanistan is the largest recipient of 1000 

scholarships provided by the Indian Council for Cultural Relations and one year vocational 

and skill training will be added to the existing scholarships. 

 500 scholarships to the children of martyrs of Afghan National Defense and Security Force 

(ANDSF) have been incorporated to which 82 admissions have been offered under this 

scheme for the current academic year. 

Other projects 

 India has contributed desks and benches for schools, and built solar panels in remote 

villages, and Sulabh toilet blocks in Kabul. 

 New Delhi has also played a role in building capacity, with vocational training institutes, 

scholarships to Afghan students, mentoring programmes in the civil service, and training for 

doctors and others. 

Various ongoing projects 

 Last year, India pledged $1 million for another Aga Khan heritage project, the restoration of 

the Bala Hissar Fort south of Kabul, whose origins go back to the 6th century. 

 Bala Hissar went on to become a significant Mughal fort, parts of it were rebuilt by Jahangir, 

and it was used as a residence by Shah Jahan. 
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 Way forward: 

 It was rightly said by Indian Prime Minister “When Afghanistan becomes a haven of peace 

and a hub for the flow of ideas, commerce, energy and investments in the region, we will 

prosper together.” 

 India’s vision for prosperous and stable Afghanistan has broadened the realms of 

friendship in the hearts of Afghan people. 

 Hope trust and cooperation will bring prosperity across the region. 

 A collective approach in the region with shared understanding and exchange of technical 

knowledge and expertise will achieve new vision for Afghanistan. 

Conclusion 

For comprehensive peace, stability and prosperity all the regional countries need to work together 

in building and shaping cooperation frameworks, making substantive contributions thus bringing 

about a brighter future for Afghanistan. 

  

Amidst the gloom that has enveloped Afghanistan; one hope for many countries has 

been China’s potential role in stabilizing it. Elaborate. (250 words) 
Reference:  Indian Express 
Why the question: 
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The article explains how amid the gloom that has enveloped Afghanistan, one hope for many 
countries has been China’s potential role in stabilizing it. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss in detail the possible potential role that China can play in stabilizing the Afghanistan region. 
Directive: 
Elaborate – Give a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the particular context. 
You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with relevant associated 
facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with brief background of the question. 
Body: 
The answer body must have the following aspects covered: 
First, discuss the factors that call for China to play role in Afghanistan; Scope for India-China 
cooperation, Northern neighbours, Bilateral cooperation with the U.S, They might support a larger 
role for Beijing in Afghanistan in partnership with Russia, Iran, Kabul’s western neighbours, also has 
deepening ties with China, Role of Pakistan etc. 
Explain then, what are the challenges in China playing role in stabilizing Afghanistan. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that it is against this backdrop that the chances of China playing a major role in stabilizing 
Afghanistan remain slim. 
Introduction 

American troops are set to withdraw from the country by September 11 this year, but the shadow of 

re-engagement looms, raising security concerns beyond South Asia. The resurgence of Taliban is a 

huge concern not only for Kabul but for regions in South Asia and beyond. 

The Taliban militants have seized dozens of districts in recent weeks and are now thought to control 

about a third of the country, ahead of the withdrawal of US and Western troops from Afghanistan by 

September 11. 

Body 

Security concerns post troop withdrawal 

 The US has announced that the Afghan War will end by September 11, having seized the 

Doha agreement as an opportunity. 

 While its withdrawal will exacerbate chaos and violence in Afghanistan and impact the wider 

region. 

 Due to the easing of UN restrictions for a few leaders and the freedom to operate from its 

Doha office, the Taliban continues to attend high-profile meetings in swanky hotels in Doha, 

while deadly attacks ravage Afghanistan. 

 Vicious attacks on civilians, such as the killing of schoolgirls in Kabul on May 8, are 

conveniently blamed on Islamic State Khurasan Province (ISKP) by the Taliban. 

 It is widely believed that the Pakistan army has infiltrated and is running the ISKP to 

“market” the Taliban as a “nationalist insurgent” group willing to fight “extremist” ISKP. 
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 Groups like ISKP and al-Qaeda in Indian Subcontinent (AQIS) and their variants will be used 

for high-profile attacks in Afghanistan and in the region, including against Western targets, 

to deter deeper re-engagement in Afghanistan. 

 The chaos would create more ungoverned spaces strengthening the terror infrastructure. 

Hence, the developments in Afghanistan will continue to raise security concerns, far beyond 

South Asia. 

China’s potential role in stabilizing Afghanistan: 

 While Beijing has been cautious, the demands on China to save Afghanistan are growing. 

 Washington, now locked in an escalating confrontation with Beijing, sees Afghanistan as a 

potential area of bilateral cooperation. 

 Russia, whose partnership with China has never been as good, has a common stake in 

preserving the stability of frontiers with Afghanistan. 

 Afghan leaders have also been eager to draw China’s BRI into their plans for economic 

modernisation. 

 During their engagements with Chinese leaders, both Hamid Karzai and Ashraf Ghani 

pressed Beijing to invest in Afghanistan. 

 China was also important for Kabul’s political calculus in limiting Pakistan’s quest for 

dominance. 

 China should expand its role in the region to actively use its unique influence over Pakistan 

and advance its investment interests in Afghanistan 

 China can be encouraged to spur economic development in Afghanistan, which would be 

simultaneously beneficial for China. 

 Most importantly, it is in China’s best interest to stabilize Pakistan. 

 While China may be unwilling to deal with Pakistan in a multilateral forum, it could certainly 

be encouraged to work with Pakistan bilaterally to achieve stability where their economic 

interests lie. 

Possible future role for India in Afghanistan: 

 New Delhi must move swiftly to regain the upper hand in the narrative in Afghanistan. 

 India’s approach has to be within the format of Afghan-led and Afghan-owned peace and 

reconciliation. 

 The following should assure India a leading position in Afghanistan’s regional formulation: 

o India’s assistance of more than $3 billion in projects 

o trade of about $1 billion 

o a $20 billion projected development expenditure of an alternate route through 

Chahbahar 
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 India’s support to the Afghan National Army, bureaucrats, doctors and other professionals 

for training 

 The Indian government must strive to endure that its aid and assistance is broad-based, to 

centres outside the capital (Kabul) as well. 

 This should be the case even if some lie in areas held by the Taliban. 

 India must also pursue opportunities to fulfil its role in the peace efforts in Afghanistan. 

 An understanding between Iran and the U.S. on Afghanistan is necessary for lasting peace as 

well, and India could play a mediatory part. 

 India should also use the UN’s call for a pause in conflicts during the novel coronavirus 

pandemic, to ensure a hold on hostilities with Pakistan. 

 Above all, New Delhi must consider the appointment of a special envoy, as it has been done 

in the past, to deal with its efforts in Afghanistan. 

 India’s engagement should be conditional on Taliban joining the mainstream politics. 

 India should not give legitimacy to a government in exile (Taliban’s political office is based in 

Doha) in its own neighbourhood. 

 New Delhi should, using its regional clout as well as its deep ties with both the U.S. and 

Russia, strive for what Mr. Jaishankar called “double peace”, both inside Afghanistan and in 

the region. 

Way forward for India: 

 In the unfolding situation, New Delhi will have to quickly reorient its Afghan strategy. 

 At the same time, Delhi must be prepared to discuss what are real and serious differences 

with key regional and international partners on the Taliban and the future of Afghanistan. 

 To safeguard its own interests, India needs to reorient its policies towards Afghanistan and 

deal with the changing dynamics of power shift in the region. 

 Despite India’s foreign policy orientation moving more towards the US and the West, the 

new Afghan strategy will have to be synchronised with an entirely different set of players. 

  

India must reset its Afghan policy. Engagement with Taliban is a reality which cannot 

be ignored. Comment. (250 words) 
Reference:  The Hindu 
Why the question: 
The article discusses India’s future Afghan policy in the light of American exit from Afghanistan. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Explain in what way India must reset its Afghan policy and engagement with Taliban is a reality 
which cannot be ignored. 
Directive: 
Comment– here we have to express our knowledge and understanding of the issue and form an 
overall opinion thereupon. 
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Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with brief background and context of the question. 
Body: 
With the withdrawal of the United States from Afghanistan in process, New Delhi has decided to 
ramp down its civilian presence in the war-torn country, bracing for a full-blown civil war. 
Discuss what should India do; Open talks with Taliban: India must, in its own national interest, begin 
‘open talks’ with Taliban. However, this doesn’t mean that India should give recognition to the 
Taliban. 
Explain the evolution of India’s Taliban policy. Also discuss why India should engage the Taliban 
directly. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that India as of now is strategically limited to Indo-pacific arena. Afghanistan could 
provide, if not immediately, India with a way out. 
Introduction 

With the withdrawal of the United States from Afghanistan in process, Indian government has 

decided to ramp down its civilian presence in the war-torn country, bracing for a full-blown civil war. 

India has ‘temporarily’ closed its consulate in Kandahar and evacuated its diplomats and Indo-

Tibetan Border Police (ITBP) personnel stationed there. This follows the decision to suspend 

operations in the Indian consulates in Jalalabad and Herat. As a result, India today is left with its 

Embassy in Kabul and the consulate in Mazar-e-Sharif. 

Body 

 

India’s traditional position with Taliban: 

 For decades, New Delhi refused to engage with the Taliban. 

 India was among the countries that had refused to recognise the Taliban regime of 1996-

2001. 

 India watched Taliban’s growth with concern, assessing early that it was being driven by 

Pakistan’s army and the ISI. 
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 The group’s dependence on Pakistan, its religious extremism, and support for transnational 

jihadists, including Kashmir-centric outfits, are the core reasons for India remaining distant. 

 The Kandahar hijack of Indian Airlines flight IC-814 forced India to negotiate. 

 At other times, it supported anti-Taliban forces in Afghanistan. 

 Throughout the 1990s, India gave military and financial assistance to the Northern Alliance 

fighting the Pakistan-sponsored Taliban regime in Afghanistan. 

 Meanwhile the 9/11 attacks and the US crackdown leading to the fall of the Taliban regime 

took place. 

 When the Taliban re-emerged in 2006-07 to once again challenge US forces, India 

maintained it was not going to talk with the Taliban. 

There are a host of concerns for India in Afghanistan: 

 USA’s diminishing role: 

o A period of adjustment has become essential following former US President’s 

unilateral announcement that US is pulling its troops out of the conflict-ridden 

country. 

o Another development was the “framework” deal between the US and Afghan 

Taliban after six days of discussions at Doha. 

o The Afghan war has already become the longest war in US history. With the passage 

of time, the conflict has not only become more intense – it has also become more 

complicated 

 Control of Afghan government: 

o The Afghan government controls barely half the country, with one-sixth under 

Taliban control and the rest contested. 

o Most significant is the ongoing depletion in the Afghan security forces because of 

casualties, desertions and a growing reluctance to join 

o Afghanistan launched the Kabul Process for Peace and Security Cooperation and also 

made an unconditional dialogue offer to the Taliban. The Taliban rejected his 

overture, declaring that they were ready to engage in direct talks only with the 

Americans. 

o Further, India’s outreach to the Taliban could expedite Kabul’s fall, and complicate 

India’s relations with existing allies. 

 Increasing Taliban attacks: 

o Recently there has been a spike in violence, with the Taliban carrying out a set of 

coordinated assaults around Afghanistan, rejecting an offer of a three-month 

ceasefire by President of Afghanistan and laying siege to Ghazni city. 
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o The violence this year has also put 2018 on course to be the deadliest year for 

Afghan civilians, with an average of nine people killed every day, according to UN 

data. 

 Pakistan factor: 

o The major challenge is the cooperation of regional players. Peace in Afghanistan and 

the wider region can only be achieved through a multilateral mechanism involving 

the US as well as major regional players, including Pakistan, Russia, Iran, China, India 

and Saudi Arabia. 

o Despite six months of concerted American punitive actions on Islamabad, the 

Pakistan establishment is not shutting down support for Taliban fighters. 

o The role of Pakistan is going to expand significantly, with the US depending upon it 

to implement the interim deal. This will be a diplomatic victory for Pakistan. 

 Iran factor: 

o US administration’s collision course with Iran is another hurdle to realising its South 

Asia policy. Iran is a neighbour to both Afghanistan and Pakistan, and any action 

against Tehran will have consequences on the region. 

o US is also against Iran which is important to give access to the sea to landlocked 

Afghanistan through Chabahar port- which is in India’s interests etc. 

 Indian interests would be hurt: 

 There is no guarantee that it will prevent the use of Afghan soil by anti-India militants, but it 

has certainly expressed unwillingness to support such elements. 

 Careful about not being caught between an India-Pakistan crossfire, the Taliban wants to 

distance itself from the Kashmir imbroglio. 

 The outreach in Doha, then, has instilled cautious optimism among Indian officials that the 

Taliban may not openly hostile, and may even seek stronger ties in the medium-term. 

Why India should engage with Taliban? 

 The Taliban acknowledges India’s constructive role in Afghanistan, and would not want a 

reduction in its diplomatic presence. 

 India’s absence in the Taliban’s calculus would make it even more expendable if the Islamic 

republic collapses. 

 India’s support for Kabul and consolidation of relations with powerbrokers such as Marshall 

Dostum, Muhammad Mohaqiq, Ustad Atta, Ahmad Massoud, Ismail Khan, Abdul Rasul 

Sayyaf, Hamid Karzai and others, reduces the risk of dislocating its relationship with existing 

allies. 

 If India seeks a politically inclusive Afghanistan and builds relations with all ethnic 

communities, then its outreach to the Taliban requires openness. 

 India’s outreach to the Taliban might complicate Pakistan’s relations with the Taliban once 

the latter comes to power and faces the pressures of governance and administration. 
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 India’s Afghan policy is at a major crossroads; to safeguard its civilian assets there as well as 

to stay relevant in the unfolding ‘great game’ in and around Afghanistan, India must 

fundamentally reset its Afghanistan policy. 

 India must, in its own national interest, begin ‘open talks’ with the Taliban before it is too 

late. The time for hesitant, half-embarrassed backchannel parleys is over. 

 Author suggested that, it is time to ‘openly’ talk to the Taliban, however, it does not mean 

according recognition to the Taliban. 

 It is only one of the parties in Afghanistan, it is neither the Afghan government, nor a part of 

it. Not yet. 

 But with over a third of Afghanistan’s more than 400 districts under Taliban control, the talk-

to-the-Taliban-option is indeed the best of the many less than perfect options available to 

India. 

 If India is not proactive in Afghanistan at least now, late as it is, Russia, Iran, Pakistan and 

China will emerge as the shapers of Afghanistan’s political and geopolitical destiny, which for 

sure will be detrimental to Indian interests 

Way forward: 

 Open dialoguewith the Taliban should no longer be a taboo; it is a strategic necessity. 

Therefore, our outreach must now be direct and unambiguous. 

 Perhaps most importantly, opening up the congested north-western frontieris key to 

bringing India’s continental grand strategy on an even keel, a process India has already 

started. 

 Backchannel talks with Pakistan and a consequent ceasefire on the Line of Control, political 

dialogue with the mainstream Kashmiri leadership, secret parleys with Taliban all indicate 

that India is opening up its congested north-western frontier. 

 Proactive engagementof the Taliban will provide this effort with more strategic heft. 

Conclusion: 

Defeatism or a lack of ambition for the India-Afghanistan relationship at this juncture would be 

much more detrimental to India’s interests than anything the Taliban’s return to Afghanistan’s 

political centre-stage can do. India needs to reassess its policy choices in close coordination with 

Russia and Iran, constantly reminding them that complete surrender to the Taliban’s demands will 

be detrimental to their own security. 

There is a significant untapped potential to expand India-EU bilateral trade relation 

through an FTA. Elucidate. (250 words) 
Reference:  Financial Express 
Why the question: 
The article explains that there is a significant untapped potential to expand India-EU bilateral trade 
relation through an FTA. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss in detail the possible untapped potential to expand India-EU bilateral trade relation through 
an FTA. 
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Directive: 
Elucidate – Give a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the particular context. 
You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with relevant associated 
facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with brief background of the context of the question. 
Body: 
Explain first that after limited economic gains from its FTAs with Asian partners, India is reassessing 
its FTA options. While a good beginning has been made with the UK, India must also renegotiate with 
the EU—the bloc is very important for India as far as trade relations are concerned, and an FTA with 
the EU is, thus, based on sound reasoning. 
Discuss that FTAs need to be designed in a manner that they enhance complementarities amongst 
partners and overcome regulatory hurdles that inhibit trade. 
Account for potential of India –EU trade relations. 
Present the challenges before India in realizing this potential. 
Conclusion: 
Suggest way forward and conclude. 
Introduction 

India-EU relationship dates back to 1960s when India was the first country to establish relationship 

with European economic union which later evolved into common market -European union. For more 

than a decade, the EU and India partnership had been slow-moving and fragmented, struggling to 

maintain momentum. India was acknowledged as a strategic partner in 2004. But seventeen years 

on there is still no mutually agreed set of clear priorities. The EU-India relationship fails to 

acknowledge each partner’s individual realities. 

Today’s changed circumstances provide the two sides with a new set of opportunities to move 

forward on the long-stalled agenda of stronger ties between India and European Union. 

Body 

Recent development 

 It has been a long road from the first European Union (EU)-India Summit in 2000 to the 

virtual India-EU leaders meeting in 2021, which saw Prime Minister (PM) Narendra Modi 

interacting with the 27 EU leaders as well as presidents of the European Council and the 

European Commission last week. 

 The optics could not have been better. This was a special privilege accorded to the Indian 

PM to underline a new sense of urgency in the EU to get its India policy right. 

 From New Delhi’s perspective, this is also an inflection point in the way it is thinking about 

its foreign policy priorities. 

Various facets of India-EU bilateral relations: 

 Trade and Investment: 

o The EU is India’s largest trading partner, accounting for 12.9% of India’s overall 

trade. Further the trade in services have almost tripled in last decade. 
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o Overall, the EU is the second largest investor in India, with €70 billion of cumulative 

FDI from April 2000 to March 2017, accounting for almost one quarter of all 

investments flows into India. 

 EU and India remain close partners in the G20 and have developed a regular macroeconomic 

dialogue to exchange experience on economic policies and structural reforms. 

 Energy Cooperation: EU – India Clean Energy and Climate Partnership. 

 Research and Development: India, participates in international ITER fusion. India also 

participates in research and innovation funding programme ‘Horizon 2020’ 

 Environment and Water: The EU and India also cooperate closely on the Indian Clean Ganga 

initiative and deal with other water-related challenges in coordinated manner. 

 Migration and mobility: The EU-India Common Agenda on Migration and Mobility (CAMM) 

is a fundamental cooperation agreement between India and EU. 

 Development cooperation: Over €150 million worth of projects are currently ongoing in 

India. 

Opportunities for stronger India-EU ties 

 The EU wants to pivot away from China. It recently signed a Comprehensive Agreement on 

Investment with China, which has drawn a lot of flak and its ratification has now been 

suspended because of diplomatic tensions. 

 The European Parliament remains overwhelmingly opposed to this deal after China imposed 

sanctions on some of its members, in response to the EU imposing sanctions against China 

for its treatment of the Uyghur Muslim minority in the Xinjiang region. 

 With the EU being India’s largest trading partner and the second-largest export destination, 

the economic logic of strong India-EU economic relations is self-evident. 

 The virtual summit saw India and the EU launching an ambitious “connectivity partnership” 

in digital, energy, transport, and people-to-people sectors, enabling the two to pursue 

sustainable joint projects in regions spanning from Africa, Central Asia to the wider Indo-

Pacific. 

 Exports to EU: India has an untapped export potential of $39.9 billion in the EU and Western 

Europe. The top products with export potential include apparel, gems and jewellery, 

chemicals, machinery, automobile, pharmaceuticals and plastic. 

 India benefits from tariff preferences under the EU’s Generalized System of Preferences 

(GSP) for several of these products. 

 In fact, India is among the major beneficiaries of the EU’s GSP, with exports under the GSP 

valued at nearly $19.4 billion in 2019, accounting for nearly 37% of India’s merchandise 

exports to the EU. 

 New emerging world order after COVID-19:As EU seeks to move away from a global supply 

chain that is overly dependent on China, India can emerge as its most natural ally. 

Concerns in India-EU ties 
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 Stalled EU-India BTIA: It is being negotiated since 2007 and both sides have major 

differences on crucial issues such as: – 

o EU’s demands: significant duty cuts in automobiles, tax reduction on wines, spirits 

etc, a strong intellectual property regime, relaxation in India’s data localisation 

norms, protection to all its items with Geographical Indication etc. 

o India’s demands:‘Data secure’ status (important for India’s IT sector); Ease norms 

on temporary movement of skilled workers, relaxation of Sanitary and Phytosanitary 

(SPS) and Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT) norms etc. 

 Trade imbalance:India accounts for only 1.9% of EU total trade in goods in 2019, well behind 

China (13.8%). Trade imbalance is expected to further increase with ratification of the 

European Union Vietnam Free Trade Agreement (EVFTA) and the EU-Vietnam Investment 

Protection Agreement, which will make Indian exports less competitive. 

 India’s perception of EU:It views EU primarily as a trade bloc, preferring bilateral 

partnerships with Member States for all political and security matters. This is evident from 

lack of substantive agreements on matters such as regional security and connectivity. 

 Brexit:It is unclear how U.K.’s withdrawal from EU will affect India’s relation with EU as 

whole. 

 Human Rights concerns of EU: The European Parliament was critical of both the Indian 

government’s decision to scrap Jammu and Kashmir’s special status in 2019 and the 

Citizenship (Amendment) Act. 

Way Forward 

 To translate their common values into common action, EU and India in can work in third 

countries to consolidate democratic processes and build capacities of transitioning regimes 

through strengthening electoral and parliamentary institutions. 

 EU can collaborate with India to facilitate connectivity and infrastructure projects in third 

countries, particularly smaller states in South Asia that often fall prey to power politics and 

fiscal instability resulting from China’s loans and political influence as part of its BRI. 

 Thus, as highlighted by EU strategy on India, adopted in 2018, India EU should take their 

relations beyond “trade lens”, recognizing their important geopolitical, strategic 

convergence. 

India and the US have various convergences in their interest but the differences need 

attention to enhance the relationship to next level. Discuss. (250 words) 
Reference: The Hindu 

Introduction 

India-U.S. bilateral relations have developed into a “global strategic partnership “, based on shared 

democratic values and increasing convergence of interests on bilateral, regional and global issues. 

The emphasis placed by the new Government in India on development and good governance has 

created new opportunity to reinvigorate bilateral ties and enhance cooperation under the new 

motto “Chalein Saath: Forward Together We Go”. 
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With the Change in US Presidency India have many convergences and differences that need to be 

encouraged resolved and progressed. 

Body 

Convergence of India US Relations 

Recently, the US praised India’s efforts towards renewable energy and controlling emissions. Biden’s 

decision to lift restrictions and caps on a number of visas and green cards has relieved India. 

 Cooperation in healthcare 

o Healthcare is clearly an area that India can play up in bilateral relations. 

o Also, the US has revealed its plans to enhance health cooperation through a 

memorandum of understanding (MoU). It is likely to deal with COVID-19 testing, 

vaccination and critical drug supplies. 

o The two countries can also work with multilateral agencies across the spectrum of 

vaccine (development, logistics and distribution. 

o India produces around 20 per cent of the global requirement for generic drugs by 

volume and every third tablet of generics consumed in the US. 

o The President-elect has indicated his commitment to providing better and 

affordable healthcare 

o This could be an opportunity for the Indian pharma sector to play a role in reducing 

health costs of the American consumer. 

o India can benefit from advancements in medical technologies, devices, new 

medicines and R&D capabilities, presenting opportunities for American companies. 

 Job creation through trade and exports 

o Biden has set an ambitious target for US-India trade. 

o Businesses in both countries are also looking for diversifying their manufacturing 

supply chains. 

o This portends well for the creation of employment in manufacturing. 

o An area where strategic considerations and imperatives of job creation converge is 

defence, especially since India has been designated a Major Defence Partner of the 

US. 

 Focus on infrastructure in both countries 

o For the US, this can mean opportunities in India in transportation, power and other 

urban amenities. 

o The US’s renewed focus on climate change should lead to greater cooperation with 

India in energy-related areas. 

o Cooperation in energy-related areas includes more efficient energy dissemination 

and management (such as smart grids) to renewable energy technologies. 
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 Enhance opportunities in 5G tech 

o There is potential to enhance mutual opportunities in the 5G tech sector. 

o Increased partnership between the two nations can accelerate the development of 

technology solutions, promote vendors in the 5G open ecosystem and drive 

economic growth. 

o The two countries should engage in shaping the rules of a new order in this space. 

o This also has an important strategic element when seen in the light of developments 

in the Indo-Pacific as well as China’s Belt and Road Initiative. 

 Multilateralism for cooperation in wider areas 

o Once the Biden administration assumes office, we should expect the U.S.’s return to 

multilateralism. 

o The Trans-Pacific Partnership aimed to create a rules-based order that all parties 

could subscribe to. 

o With the ascendancy of the Indo-Pacific paradigm and the Quad and Quad Plus, a 

successor to the TPP could include a wider canvas. 

o For India, this could mean cooperation beyond defence and security, 

including economics, technology and developments pertaining to the regional order. 

Differences between India US relations: 

 Impact on India’s ties with Russia 

o The Biden administration looks at CAATSA act as a powerful tool. It was made clear 

by him in countering Turkey’s S-400 purchase and the Nord Stream2 pipeline project 

from Russia. 

o The purchase of the S-400 missile systems will attract sanctions under Countering 

America’s Adversaries through Sanctions Act. 

 Trade issues 

o Under Biden, India is hoping that the US will reverse its decision to cancel its GSP 

status for Indian exports. 

o The mega Indian investment plan announced during the “Howdy Modi” visit has 

ended abruptly. (Petronet India’s $2.5 billion stake in U.S. company Tellurian’s 

Driftwood LNG project) 

 Dealing with Afghanistan and Pakistan 

o The US will not see India as part of the Afghan solution, and it will seek more 

support from Pakistan to facilitate its exit. This is because India firmly supports the 

Ashraf Ghani government and refusing to engage the Taliban. 

 Issues Factoring China: 
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o During the Trump presidency, China’s aggression at the Line of Actual Control (LAC) 

in early 2020 brought India and the U.S. closer. 

o America provided “moral and material support” to India through greater military 

cooperation, intelligence sharing etc., 

o Even, India gave up its hesitancy over holding the Quad. India participated in two 

Quad ministerial meetings in the past year 

o The Biden administration sees China as a competitor in areas such as defence, trade 

and technology. However, it is also pushing for cooperation in certain areas such as 

climate change. 

 Negative Impact on India’s Pharmaceutical Industry 

o Biden wants to secure America’s supply chains. For Instance, he is insisting on 

localizing the production of pharmaceuticals. It will affect India, as it is a major 

exporter of pharma. 

o This move will also hit the India-Japan-Australia trilateral Supply Chain Resilience 

Initiative (SCRI) to counter their dependence on Chinese goods. Now with the US 

localizing, the benefits of this initiative will be lesser. 

 Human rights issue between India and the US 

o The US has stated that the “shared commitment to democratic values is the bedrock 

for the U.S.-India relationship”. 

o Thus, the US has been vocal against crackdowns on freedom of speech in India. For 

example, the Internet ban in Jammu and Kashmir, farmers’ protests and the 

government’s face-off with Twitter. 

o Also, India’s actions to shut down international agencies Amnesty, Greenpeace, 

Compassion International will be dealt with strictly, by the U.S. 

o Further, the U.S. will want India’s cooperation in ensuring human rights in South 

Asia. It is most likely given India’s current term in the UN Security Council. However, 

ensuring cooperation on Human Rights will affect India’s neighbourhood relation. 

For instance, 

o If India takes a hard stance against the coup in Myanmar it will affect India’s 

interests in the region. 

o Similarly, Sri Lanka faces a resolution at the Human Rights Council for alleged 

wartime excesses in 2009 operations against the LTTE. 

o India’s support for its neighbour would place it closer to China than to the U.S. 

Conclusion 

Both countries should treat the economic and commercial dimension with as much priority as the 

strategic dimension. Both governments should embrace the prosperity-creating potential of such an 

approach. 
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Important International institutions, agencies and fora- their structure, mandate. 

The hasty pullout of USA from Afghanistan might push the country to the brink of civil 

war. In this context, discuss the role regional countries can play; with particular focus 

on India to prevent this situation. (15M) 
Reference: The Hindu , The Hindu 
Why the question? 
Pullout of US from Afghanistan 
Key demand of the question: 
Challenges brought about by the hasty pullout of USA from Afghanistan and the role of various 
regional players in ensuring peace in the region. 
Directive 
Discuss: 
Throw light on various perspectives and present a logical argument. 
Structure of the answer 
Introduction: 
Give detail about the presence of US in Afghanistan and its impact on the latter in a brief manner 
Body 
Give details of the US pullout and the consequences of this in the recent past (Ex: Increase in Taliban 
attacks on Afghan forces, weak position of Afghan government in dealing with this belligerence from 
Taliban) 
List the importance of preventing a civil war in the region from the perspective of all the regional 
countries involved with special focus on India. 
In the face of this situation, what role countries in the region should play to prevent a civil war? These 
countries should include- China, Pakistan, Russia, India etc 
The measures could include- initiating a dialogue process between Afghan government and Taliban 
and pushing for an earlier resolution, pressure on Taliban to rescind its violent moves in recent times, 
providing support to Afghan government etc 
Conclusion 
Summarize the role of regional players in ensuring peace in this region 
Introduction 

American troops are set to withdraw from the country by September 11 this year, but the shadow of 

re-engagement looms, raising security concerns beyond South Asia. The resurgence of Taliban is a 

huge concern not only for Kabul but for regions in South Asia and beyond. 

The Taliban militants have seized dozens of districts in recent weeks and are now thought to control 

about a third of the country, ahead of the withdrawal of US and Western troops from Afghanistan by 

September 11. 

Body 

Background 

 The US signed the Doha agreement in February 2020, dangling a “carrot” of full withdrawal, 

hoping the Taliban would agree to be part of an interim government. 

 The flawed peace process, which offered a clear, early edge to the Taliban, caused a 

deadlock in the Doha process. 

 Unlike Iraq, there was clear political support for the US forces to remain in Afghanistan. 
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 But the US chose to shed the “occupier” tag and distance itself from grievances against 

governance and harm to civilians over the past 20 years. 

Role regional countries can play in maintaining peace and security: 

Possible future course for India: 

 New Delhi must move swiftly to regain the upper hand in the narrative in Afghanistan. 

 The following should assure India a leading position in Afghanistan’s regional formulation: 

o India’s assistance of more than $3 billion in projects 

o trade of about $1 billion 

o a $20 billion projected development expenditure of an alternate route through 

Chahbahar 

 India’s support to the Afghan National Army, bureaucrats, doctors and other professionals 

for training 

 The Indian government must strive to endure that its aid and assistance is broad-based, to 

centres outside the capital (Kabul) as well. 

 This should be the case even if some lie in areas held by the Taliban. 

 India must also pursue opportunities to fulfil its role in the peace efforts in Afghanistan. 

 An understanding between Iran and the U.S. on Afghanistan is necessary for lasting peace as 

well, and India could play a mediatory part. 

 India should also use the UN’s call for a pause in conflicts during the novel coronavirus 

pandemic, to ensure a hold on hostilities with Pakistan. 

 Above all, New Delhi must consider the appointment of a special envoy, as it has been done 

in the past, to deal with its efforts in Afghanistan. 

 India’s engagement should be conditional on Taliban joining the mainstream politics. 

 India should not give legitimacy to a government in exile (Taliban’s political office is based in 

Doha) in its own neighbourhood. 

 New Delhi should, using its regional clout as well as its deep ties with both the U.S. and 

Russia, strive for what Mr. Jaishankar called “double peace”, both inside Afghanistan and in 

the region. 

China’s role: 

 China should expand its role in the region to actively use its unique influence over Pakistan 

and advance its investment interests in Afghanistan 

 China can be encouraged to spur economic development in Afghanistan, which would be 

simultaneously beneficial for China. 

 Most importantly, it is in China’s best interest to stabilize Pakistan. 
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 While China may be unwilling to deal with Pakistan in a multilateral forum, it could certainly 

be encouraged to work with Pakistan bilaterally to achieve stability where their economic 

interests lie. 

Iran’s role: 

 Iran has vital interests in being a dominant player in Afghanistan, and has become 

significantly more involved in the region. 

 Iran’s potentially beneficial role in the region must be weighed against the destabilizing role 

it could play if its tensions with the U.S. and NATO countries were to escalate. 

 Iran should be looking to be fully integrated into the wider regional strategy for stabilization, 

without which it is unlikely to cooperate. 

Russia’s role: 

 Working with Russia to alleviate fears of U.S. domination in Central Asia is key to ensuring 

greater cooperation on Afghanistan. 

 Dialogue with the Central Asian states to make them understand the benefits of cooperation 

is similarly vital. 

 Russia and the Central Asian states must be brought to dialogue with one another to 

alleviate national security fears and move forward with developing the Northern Distribution 

Network and other trade routes. 

Saudi Arabia’s Role: 

 Saudi Arabia can lead negotiations with the Taliban, and exercise influence over Pakistan 

 Saudi Arabia has also played a role in brokering talks with the Taliban and claims that it has 

almost been able to fully cut-off funding for al-Qaeda and its affiliates flowing from private 

Saudi sources. 

 Saudi Arabia is also a major investor in and ally of Pakistan, and can leverage this role to 

convince Pakistan to do more to resolve regional issues, while also getting the “softer” and 

less ideologically-committed elements within the Taliban to agree to negotiate 

Conclusion 

Despite the withdrawal, the looming shadow of US-NATO will remain with a focus on preventing 

Afghanistan from becoming a safe haven. US-NATO have chosen Afghan forces, under a democratic 

government, as their local allies and have assured funding up to 2024. While US-NATO may focus on 

their specific objectives in Afghanistan 2.0, it is certain that the Taliban-ISKP-Pakistan combine will 

unleash much more violence. 

 What are the main criticisms of the World Bank and the IMF? Discuss. (250 words) 
Reference:  brettonwoodsproject.org 

Why the question: 

The question is based on the topic of international institutions namely the World Bank and the IMF. 

Key Demand of the question: 
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Discuss the main criticisms of World Bank and the IMF. 

Directive: 

Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 

details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 

and against arguments. 

Structure of the answer: 

Introduction: 

Start with what the institutions are about. 

Body: 

The IMF and World Bank continue to be amongst the most relevant and significant powerful norm-

setters, conveners, knowledge-holders and influencers of the international development and financial 

landscape. 

Discuss the Historical context of IMF and World Bank critiques. 

Give reasons such as – Structural under-representation of the Global South, Undermining democratic 

ownership, Biased and inconsistent decision-making, weak ability to learn from past mistakes etc. 

Conclusion: 

Conclude with what needs to be done. 

Introduction 

The International Monetary Fund (IMF) was set up along with the World Bank after the Second 

World War to assist in the reconstruction of war-ravaged countries. Leaders felt that financial 

stability was best achieved when countries worked in an environment of interdependence. The two 

organisations were agreed to be set up at a conference in Bretton Woods in the US. Hence, they are 

known as the Bretton Woods twins 

The IMF and World Bank continue to be amongst the most relevant and significant powerful norm- 

setters, convenors, knowledge holders and influencers of the international development and 

financial landscape. 

Body 

Similarities between the WB and IMF 

 Both the International Monetary Fund and the World Bank were formed together at Bretton 

Woods, New Hampshire, in July 1944. They are called Bretton woods twins. 

 Both were created to support the world economy in their own unique ways. 

 Both are headquartered in Washington D.C, the U.S.A. 

 They have the same membership as no admission to the World Bank is possible without the 

IMF membership. 
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 The management structure of the World Bank is largely similar to that of the IMF. Voting 

rights in these institutions depend primarily on capital contribution of the member 

countries. 

Differences between the WB and the IMF 

Despite similarities, however, the Bank and the IMF remain distinct. Following differences exist 

between them: 

 The World Bank is primarily a development institution but the IMF is a cooperative 

institution that seeks to maintain an orderly system of payments and receipts between 

nations. 

 The IMF exists to preserve an orderly monetary system whereas the World Bank performs 

an economic development role. 

 Both have different purposes. The IMF supervises the economic policies of its members and 

expects them to allow free exchange of national currencies. To keep this financial order, the 

IMF also acts as a provider of emergency loans to members who run into difficulties, in 

exchange for a promise from the member to reform its economic policies. 

 The World Bank finances economic development among poorer nations by funding specific 

and targeted projects, aimed at helping to raise productivity. The IBRD lends to developing 

nations at preferential interest rates, while the IDA only lends to the poorest nations, on an 

interest-free basis. 

 They have different funding sources. The IMF raises its money through membership fees, 

known as quotas. Each member country pays a quota based on its relative economic size so 

that the larger economies pay more. The World Bank raises most of its money through 

borrowing by issuing bonds to investors. It also receives grants from donors. 

 The IMF exists primarily to stabilize exchange rates, while the World Bank’s primary goal is 

to reduce poverty. 

Criticism of the WB and the IMF 

 The International Monetary Fund promotes monetary cooperation internationally and offers 

advice and assistance to facilitate building and maintaining a country’s economy. The IMF 

also provides loans and helps countries develop policy programs that solve balance of 

payment problems. However, the loans offered by the IMF are loaded with conditions. 

 The World Bank and the IMF often attach loan conditionalities based on what is termed 

the ‘Washington Consensus’, focusing on liberalisation—of trade, investment and the 

financial sector—, deregulation and privatisation of nationalised industries. Often the 

conditionalities are attached without due regard for the borrower countries’ individual 

circumstances. 

 Additionally, the prescriptive recommendations by the World Bank and IMF fail to resolve 

the economic problems within the countries. 

 Both the WB and the IMF have been accused of coercing poor countries to undertake 

structural adjustment programmes under the aegis of economic globalization. Sometimes, 

this has led to under-development of these economies bringing severe domestic crisis in 
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multiple dimensions. This contributes to a yawning economic gap between different 

countries across the globe. 

 The World Bank’s role in the global climate change finance architecture has also caused 

much controversy. Civil society groups see the Bank as unfit for a role in climate finance 

because of the conditionalities and advisory services usually attached to its loans. 

 The WB has been accused of financing unsustainable carbon-intensive developmental 

projects. Hence, there is an increasing call from environmental activists that the WB and IMF 

should finance only carbon-neutral sustainable development projects. 

 There are also concerns related with the accountability of the projects run by them 

especially in the Third World countries. 

 The WB and the IMF have also been criticised for being western-dominated undemocratic 

bodies. Decisions are made and policies implemented by leading industrialised countries 

because they represent the largest donors without much consultation with poor and 

developing countries. 

 The IMF has quota system which is yet to give adequate weightage to the emerging 

economies like India, China and Brazil despite their increased economic importance in 

contemporary times. The global economic centre of gravity has shifted from the “global 

North” to the “global south”. But these Brettonwoods institutions are yet to realise that 

even though there has been the formation the BRICS bank and the AIIB. 

 There are also ethical issues related to the funding of types of projects by the World Bank. 

For example, the funding of hydroelectric dams in some countries by the WB has resulted in 

massive displacement of the indigenous peoples. 

 The WB’s propensity to privilege the private sector and market forces has brought about 

justifiable concerns regarding the sovereign decision-making capabilities of states getting 

tied funds from the World Bank. 

 The Bank’s private sector lending arm – the International Finance Corporation (IFC) – has 

also been criticised for its business model, the increasing use of financial intermediaries such 

as private equity funds and funding of companies associated with tax havens. 

 Critics of the World Bank and the IMF are also apprehensive about the role of the Bretton 

Woods institutions in shaping the development discourse through their research, training 

and publishing activities. Their views and prescriptions may undermine or eliminate 

alternative perspectives on development. 

Conclusion 

Many of the criticisms aimed against the WB and IMF are historical and may not hold true in 

contemporary times. The two institutions are trying to reorient themselves as per the changed geo-

economic realities and changing developmental requirements. The internal assessment has also 

been catalysed by the geopolitical and geo-economic impact of the BRICS bank and the AIIB as a 

challenge to the Bretton Woods institutions. Hence, the national governments should undertake a 

calibrated economic liberalization maintaining the due autonomy of their decision-making to have a 

win-win situation in tune with the sustainable development ethics. 
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How are the Judges elected to International Court of Justice (ICJ)? Discuss the importance of ICJ 

seat to India’s diplomacy. (250 words) 

Reference:  https://www.icj-cij.org 

Why the question: 

The question is from the static portions of GS paper II , theme international institutions. 

Key Demand of the question: 

Discuss in detail the method of elections of Judges at the ICJ and importance of ICJ seat to India’s 

diplomacy. 

Directive: 

Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 

details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 

and against arguments. 

Structure of the answer: 

Introduction: 

Start with what ICJ is. 

Body: 

The International Court of Justice (ICJ) is the principal judicial organ of the United Nations (UN). It 

was established in June 1945 by the Charter of the United Nations and began work in April 1946. 

The seat of the Court is at the Peace Palace in The Hague (Netherlands). Of the six principal organs of 

the United Nations, it is the only one not located in New York (United States of America). The Court 

is composed of 15 judges, who are elected for terms of office of nine years by the United Nations 

General Assembly and the Security Council. It is assisted by a Registry, its administrative organ. Its 

official languages are English and French. 

Judges are elected to the International Court of Justice (ICJ) in accordance with the Statute of the ICJ, 

the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, and the Provisional Rules of Procedure of the 

Security Council. 

Usually, the General Assembly and Security Council meet simultaneously. Depending on the number 

of vacancies and nominations, ballots are prepared. There may be several rounds of voting by secret 

ballot. Summary voting results are given in the meeting records of the meeting at which the vote 

was held. The outcome of the vote is usually a decision. 

Conclusion: 

Conclude with importance. 

Introduction 

The International Court of Justice (ICJ) is the principal judicial body of the UN. Established in 1946 to 

replace the Permanent Court of International Justice, the ICJ mainly operates under the statute of its 
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predecessor, which is included in the UN Charter. It has two primary functions: to settle legal 

disputes submitted by States in accordance with established international laws, and to act as an 

advisory board on issues submitted to it by authorized international organizations. 

Dalveer Bhandari, an Indian Justice, was re-elected as a judge to the International Court of Justice 

(ICJ) in 2018 and will retire in 2027. 

Body 

 Qualifications of ICJ judges: 

 A judge should have a high moral character. 

 A judge should fit to the qualifications of appointment of highest judicial officers as 

prescribed by their respective states or. 

 A judge should be a juriconsult of recognized competence in international law. 

Election of Judges to ICJ 

 The election process for the judges is set out in Articles 4–19 of the ICJ statute. 

 It is composed of 15 judges who are elected for the term of nine years, by the UN General 

Assembly and the UN Security Council. The elected judges form part of the list of people 

nominated by the national groups in the Permanent Court of Arbitration. 

 Elections are staggered, with five judges elected every three years to ensure continuity 

within the court. If a judge dies in office, the practice has generally been to elect a judge in a 

special election to complete the term. 

 A judge can be dismissed only by a unanimous vote of the other members of the court. 

 No two judges can be nationals of the same country. The judges in ICJ are chosen to 

represent all geographic regions of the world- an informal understanding between the 

nations. 

 There are five seats for Western Countries, three seats for the African States, two for the 

Eastern Europe States, three for the Asian States and two for Latin American and Caribbean 

States. 

 Article 6 of the Statute provides that all judges should be elected regardless of their 

nationality. Judges should be of high moral character either qualified for the highest judicial 

office in their home states or known as lawyers with sufficient competence in international 

law. 

 Judges of ICJ cannot hold any other post or act as counsel. 

 Article 31 of the statute sets out a procedure whereby Ad Hoc judges sit on contentious 

cases before the court. The system allows any party to a contentious case to select one 

additional person to sit as a judge on that case only. It is thus possible that as many as 

seventeen judges may sit on one case. Ad Hoc judges usually vote in favour of the state that 

appointed them and thus cancels each other out. 
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 Judges may deliver joint judgments or give their own separate opinions. Decisions and 

advisory opinions are by majority, and, in the event of an equal division, the President’s vote 

becomes decisive. 

Importance of ICJ seat for India: 

 Judges of the ICJ do not create international law; they interpret it. 

 However, the interpretation of international law by states is an eminently political 

exercise, and the faith placed by U.N. member states in an Indian nominee is therefore 

also a reflection of India’s credentials. 

 The U.N. re-elected Bhandari for a second term, but this time, he was elected to a 

“different” seat on the court. 

 It has become customary for seats on the ICJ to be represented by the five U.N. regional 

groupings: Africa, Asia-Pacific, Eastern European, Latin America and the Caribbean, and 

the Western Europe and Other Groups (WEOG). 

 In an overwhelming majority of cases, ICJ judges support their home states in disputes 

before the court. 

 New Delhi’s short-term interests notwithstanding, India remains a scrupulous practitioner 

of international law. 

 In an age of revisionism and aggressive lawfare led by China, India’s election to the ICJ is 

likely a stabilising development. 

 New Delhi is an important player, both in the governance of common spaces in Asia and in 

future regimes to manage new technologies. 

 But more pertinently, it has emerged as a rival that can counter China’s revanchist 

manoeuvres. 

 The U.N.’s endorsing India’s nominee to the ICJ is, for this reason, significant—it is also a 

welcome signal from many states that they do not believe existing regimes are nearing 

their expiry date. 

Conclusion 

The voting in the General Assembly which overwhelmingly favoured India is reflective of the new 

global order, which is not pleasant to the world powers. India has been seeking that the 

democratic process need to be played its full course in both the Security Council and the General 

Assembly and there should not be an intervention or adoption of a process that has never been 

used before or the one that undermines the voice of the majority. 

  

Topic: India and its neighborhood- relations. 

Elaborate upon India’s Infrastructure Investment as the part of India- Afghanistan 

Strategic relationship. (250 words) 
Reference:  Indian Express 
Why the question: 
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The article explains India’s Infrastructure Investment as the part of India- Afghanistan Strategic 
relationship. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss in detail the importance of India’s Infrastructure Investment as the part of India- Afghanistan 
Strategic relationship. 
Directive: 
Elaborate – Give a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the particular context. 
You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with relevant associated 
facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with the context of the question. 
Body: 
The answer body must have the following aspects covered: 
Discuss the about the India-Afghanistan partnership agreement first; The 2011 India-Afghanistan 
Strategic Partnership Agreement recommitted Indian assistance to help rebuild Afghanistan’s 
infrastructure and institutions; education and technical assistance for capacity-building in many 
areas; encourage investment in Afghanistan; and provide duty-free access to the Indian market. 
Bilateral trade is now worth $1 billion. 
Then talk about the projects India has taken up. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
Introduction 

The Afghanistan-India relation is unique and dynamic prefacing shared vision of economic, social 

and cultural periphery. The proximity is accounted with active engagement and prioritizing to 

accomplish better strategic relation of India with Afghanistan in bringing economic development, 

stability and peace that will ultimately usher progress in the country. The prestigious history of 

Afghanistan-India relations is an excellent reputation on the bilateral front covering all the aspects 

of friendliness, trust, mutual interest, people-to-people contact. Today both the nations cherish 

this bonding on a wider spectrum and prioritizing the multi-layered dimensions seeking greater 

bilateral cooperation. 

Body 

India’s Infrastructure Investment as the part of India- Afghanistan Strategic relationship: 

India-Afghan Friendship Dam (Salma dam) 

 Already, there has been fighting in the area where one of India’s high-visibility projects is 

located — the 42MW Salma Dam in Herat province. 

 The hydropower and irrigation project, completed against many odds and inaugurated in 

2016, is known as the Afghan-India Friendship Dam. 

 In the past few weeks, the Taliban have mounted attacks in nearby places, killing several 

security personnel. 

 The Taliban claim the area around the dam is now under their control. 

Irrigation projects 
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 Shahtoot Dam and drinking water project will open major opportunities expecting to supply 

irrigation water for about 10,000 hectares of agricultural land and drinking water to around 

two million people in Kabul city. 

 The water supply network for Charikar, Parwan province is near completion which was self-

funded by Afghanistan and India. 

Zaranj-Delaram highway 

 The other high-profile project was the 218-km Zaranj-Delaram highway built by the Border 

Roads Organisation. Zaranj is located close to Afghanistan’s border with Iran. 

 With Pakistan denying India overland access for trade with Afghanistan, the highway is of 

strategic importance to New Delhi, as it provides an alternative route into landlocked 

Afghanistan through Iran’s Chabahar port. 

Afghan Parliament Building 

 The Afghan Parliament in Kabul was built by India at $90 million. 

 It was opened in 2015; PM Modi inaugurated the building. 

 A block in the building is named after former Prime Minister of India, Atal Bihari Vajpayee. 

Stor palace 

 In 2016, Afghan President Ashraf Ghani and PM Modi inaugurated the restored Stor Palace 

in Kabul, originally built in the late 19th century. 

 It is famous for the 1919 Rawalpindi Agreement by which Afghanistan became an 

independent country. 

Power infrastructure projects 

 Other Indian projects in Afghanistan include the rebuilding of power infrastructure such as 

the 220kV DC transmission line from Pul-e-Khumri, the capital of Baghlan province to the 

north of Kabul. 

 Indian contractors and workers also restored telecommunications infrastructure in many 

provinces. 

Health infrastructure projects 

 India’s cooperation in health and nutrition sector has immensely attributed on positive note. 

 Assistance to the Indira Gandhi Institute for Child Health (IGICH) which is established in 1970 

is 200,000 USD per annum. 

 India has reconstructed a children’s hospital it had helped build in Kabul in 1972 —named 

Indira Gandhi Institute for Child Health in 1985 — that was in shambles after the war. 

 ‘Indian Medical Missions’ have held free consultation camps in several areas. 

 Thousands who lost their limbs after stepping on mines left over from the war have been 

fitted with the Jaipur Foot. 
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 India has also built clinics in the border provinces of Badakhshan, Balkh, Kandahar, Khost, 

Kunar, Nangarhar, Nimruz, Nooristan, Paktia and Paktika. 

 India has been contributing US $ 5 million, spread over 5 years to the Afghan Red Society 

Program to treat congenital heart disease in children. 

Transportation sector 

 According to the MEA, India gifted 400 buses and 200 mini-buses for urban transportation, 

105 utility vehicles for municipalities, 285 military vehicles for the Afghan Army. 

 It also gave three Air India aircraft to Ariana, the Afghan national carrier, when it was 

restarting operations. 

Education sector 

 India’s scholarships to Afghan students aimed at fulfilling and supporting for building their 

respective human resource domains. 

 India’s ongoing project to upgrade Habibia High School is of US 1$ million spread over 10 

years. 

 Thousands of Afghan students study in India, and Afghanistan is the largest recipient of 1000 

scholarships provided by the Indian Council for Cultural Relations and one year vocational 

and skill training will be added to the existing scholarships. 

 500 scholarships to the children of martyrs of Afghan National Defense and Security Force 

(ANDSF) have been incorporated to which 82 admissions have been offered under this 

scheme for the current academic year. 

Other projects 

 India has contributed desks and benches for schools, and built solar panels in remote 

villages, and Sulabh toilet blocks in Kabul. 

 New Delhi has also played a role in building capacity, with vocational training institutes, 

scholarships to Afghan students, mentoring programmes in the civil service, and training for 

doctors and others. 

Various ongoing projects 

 Last year, India pledged $1 million for another Aga Khan heritage project, the restoration of 

the Bala Hissar Fort south of Kabul, whose origins go back to the 6th century. 

 Bala Hissar went on to become a significant Mughal fort, parts of it were rebuilt by Jahangir, 

and it was used as a residence by Shah Jahan. 
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Way forward: 

 It was rightly said by Indian Prime Minister “When Afghanistan becomes a haven of peace 

and a hub for the flow of ideas, commerce, energy and investments in the region, we will 

prosper together.” 

 India’s vision for prosperous and stable Afghanistan has broadened the realms of 

friendship in the hearts of Afghan people. 

 Hope trust and cooperation will bring prosperity across the region. 

 A collective approach in the region with shared understanding and exchange of technical 

knowledge and expertise will achieve new vision for Afghanistan. 

Conclusion 

For comprehensive peace, stability and prosperity all the regional countries need to work together 

in building and shaping cooperation frameworks, making substantive contributions thus bringing 

about a brighter future for Afghanistan. 
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Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or 

affecting India’s interests. 

India and Africa’s complementary sectorial priorities and similar roles in the evolving 

global food markets present several opportunities for cooperation in the agricultural 

sector. Comment. (250 words) 
Reference:  The Hindu 
Why the question: 
In the light of the recent visit of the Indian External Affairs Minister to Kenya, the article analyzes the 
potential of India-Africa cooperation in agriculture even as China has been exponentially deepening 
its relationship with African nations. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss the possible engagements that India-Africa can make in the Agricultural sector. 
Directive: 
Comment– here we have to express our knowledge and understanding of the issue and form an 
overall opinion thereupon. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with a brief on historical relations between India and Africa. 
Body: 
The relations between India and Africa have long historical roots right from ancient times up until the 
anti-colonialism struggle. This historical solidarity has today grown into a modern partnership. 
Talk about India-Africa agricultural cooperation. Africa supplies a vast basket of agricultural goods to 
India dominated by items such as fruits, nuts, grains and pulses. 
India’s outreach to African nations in terms of agricultural cooperation currently includes the 
following institutional and individual capacity-building initiatives. 
Discuss the significance of the cooperation for both the countries. 
Explain challenges if any. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way ahead. 
Introduction 

India and Africa have a long and rich history of interaction marked by cultural, economic and political 

exchanges based on the principle of south cooperation. In the recent years a number of steps have 

been taken to further strengthen these relations. The foundations were laid by Mahatma Gandhi. 

According to him, there will be a “commerce of ideas and services and not of raw materials and 

goods like imperialist powers”. The present government continues to take this approach as the 

foundation of India’s Africa Policy. 

New Delhi’s engagement with the African continent has been multifaceted, with projects 

implemented under Indian lines of credit, capacity-building initiatives, and cooperation in a range of 

sectors. 

Body 

Current status of bilateral ties between India and Africa: 

 The latest economic data confirms that India-Africa trade is on a decline. 

 According to the Confederation of Indian Industry, in 2020-21, India’s exports to and imports 

from Africa reduced4.4% and 25% over the previous year. 
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 India’s investments in Africa too saw a decrease in 2020-21. 

 Total investments over 25 years, from April 1996 to March 2021 is about one-third of China’s 

investment in Africa. 

 COVID-19 has caused an adverse impact on the Indian and African economies 

Status of cooperation of India and Africa in Agricultural Sector: 

 As an importer of fruits, nuts, grains and pulses from the continent, Indian congruence with 

African countries in the agriculture sector is expanding. 

 With 65% of the world’s uncultivated arable land, employing over 60% of the workforce, and 

accounting for almost 20% of Sub-Saharan Africa’s GDP, agriculture is critical to Africa’s 

economy. 

 The African Continental Free Trade Area agreement is expected to improve cost 

competitiveness by removing tariffs. 

 As this relationship enters the post-pandemic world, it is vital to prioritise and channel 

resources into augmenting partnership in agriculture. 

 This is crucial given its unexplored potential, centrality to global food security, business 

prospects and to provide credible alternatives to the increasing involvement of Chinese 

stakeholders in the sector. 

 India-Africa agricultural cooperation currently includes institutional and individual capacity-

building initiatives such as the India-Africa Institute of Agriculture and Rural development in 

Malawi, extension of soft loans, supply of machinery, acquisition of farmlands and the 

presence of Indian entrepreneurs in the African agricultural ecosystem. 

 Indian farmers have purchased over 6,00,000 hectares of land for commercial farming in 

Africa. Sub-national actors are providing another model of cooperation in agriculture. 

Potential for India and Africa in Agricultural Sector: 

 There are proposals to create a jointly-owned brand of Africa-Kollam cashews. 

 Similar ideas could encourage State governments and civil society organisations to identify 

opportunities and invest directly. 

 There is promise in incentivising Indian industries to tap into African agri-business value 

chains and connecting Indian technology firms and startups with partners in Africa. 

 The transformative power of innovative and disruptive technology has been evident in the 

African agri-tech sector as the startup ecosystem in the continent enjoyed a 110% growth 

between 2016 and 2018. 

 In the past year, despite the pandemic, the sector witnessed a record increase in 

investments. 

 A thorough impact assessment needs to be conducted of the existing capacity-building 

initiatives in agriculture for India to stand in good stead. This could include detailed surveys 

of participants who have returned to their home countries. 
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 Country-specific and localised curriculum can be drawn up, making skill development 

demand-led. 

Way Forward 

 For mutual benefit, Africa and India should remain optimally engaged. 

 It is time to seize the opportunity and restore Africa to its primary position in India’s 

diplomacy and economic engagement. 

 The fourth India-Africa summit, pending since last year, should be held as soon as possible, 

even if in a virtual format. 

 Fresh financial resources for grants and concessional loans to Africa must be allocated. 

 It is essential “to impart a 21st century complexion to the partnership with Africa”. 

 This means developing and deepening collaborations in health, space and digital 

technologies. 

 To overcome the China challenge in Africa, increased cooperation between India and its 

international allies is required. 

 The recent India-EU Summit has identified Africa as a region where a partnership-based 

approach will be followed. 

 Without new commitments, India’s Africa policy would be like a car running on a near-empty 

fuel tank. 

Conclusion 

The goodwill that our country draws from such linkages is unimaginable. Our partnership with Africa 

is beyond strategic concerns and economic benefits. It is based on the emotional bonds we share 

and the solidarity we feel.PM Modi, in his speech to Ugandan Parliament in 2019 has said that 

India’s priority is not just Africa; India’s priority is Africans — every man, woman and child in Africa. 

Our shared values and our friendship represent a constant as well as ignite a continuity. 

“India’s relationship with ASEAN is a key pillar of her foreign policy and the foundation 

of Act East Policy”, Comment. (250 words) 
Reference:  mea.gov.in 
Why the question: 
The question is based on the theme of India’s relations with South Asia. 
Key Demand of the question: 
One must discuss in detail in what way India’s relationship with ASEAN is a key pillar of her foreign 
policy and the foundation of Act East Policy. 
Directive: 
Comment– here we have to express our knowledge and understanding of the issue and form an 
overall opinion thereupon. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with a brief on what ASEAN is, its conception and motto. 
Body: 
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In the answer body explain that India’s focus on a strengthened and multi-faceted relationship with 
ASEAN is an outcome of the significant changes in the world’s political and economic scenario since 
the early 1990s and India’s own march towards economic liberalisation. 
India’s search for economic space resulted in the ‘Look East Policy’. The Look East Policy has today 
matured into a dynamic and action oriented ‘Act East Policy. PM at the 12th ASEAN India Summit 
and the 9th East Asia Summit held in Nay Pyi Taw, Myanmar, in November, 2014, formally 
enunciated the Act East Policy. 
Discuss in detail the strengths and opportunities before India with respect to ASEAN and its relations. 
Bring out the challenges before it. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with importance. 
Introduction 

India’s relationship with ASEAN has emerged as a key cornerstone of our foreign policy. The 

relationship has evolved from the ‘Look East Policy’ enunciated in early 1990s, to Strategic 

Partnership in 2012. Since 2014, India is espousing ‘Act East Policy’ that has enhanced the 

partnership further. 

India and ASEAN observed 25 years of their Dialogue Partnership, 15 years of Summit Level 

interaction and 5 years of Strategic Partnership throughout 2017 by undertaking a wide range of 

over 60 commemorative activities, 

Body 

India-ASEAN relations 

 Free Trade Agreement:India signed a FTA in goods in 2009 and an FTA in services and 

investments in 2014 with ASEAN. 

 Apart from this, India has a Comprehensive Economic Cooperation Agreement (CECA) with 

various countries of the ASEAN region which has resulted in concessional trade and a rise in 

investments. 

 India’s investment in ASEAN during the same period has been more than $40 billion. 

 Trade between India and ASEANstood at $65.04 billion in 2015-16 and comprises 10.12 per 

cent of India’s total trade with the world. 

 Connectivity is another important issue of convergence, with India working toward 

formalizing its transit agreements and establishing better connectivity infrastructure with 

this region through land, water, and air, example- India-Myanmar-Thailand Trilateral 

Highway and the Kaladan Multimodal Project. 

 Security: ASEAN platform allows India to discuss non-traditional security issues in Indian 

Ocean Region (IOR) like piracy, illegal migration, and trafficking of drugs, arms, and human, 

maritime terrorism, etc. which can only be resolved on a multilateral level. 

 India has also scored several diplomatic successes at ARF,including maintaining ties after its 

nuclear test of 1998, isolating Pakistan during the Kargil War, and lobbying against Pakistan’s 

entry in the forum till 2002. 
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 The aggressive rise of China, both economically and militarily, has caused suspicion among 

the countries in the region. This provides an opportunity to India which seeks to balance 

China and gain cooperation in the region. 

India’s actions under Act East policy: 

 The Objective of ”Act East Policy” is to promote economic cooperation, cultural ties and 

develop strategic relationship with countries in the Asia-Pacific region 

 Relations with ASEAN have become multi-faceted to encompass security, strategic, political, 

counterterrorism, and defence collaboration in addition to economic ties. 

 India has been an active participant in mechanisms like the Indian Ocean Rim Association 

(IORA), in ASEAN-led frameworks like the East Asia Summit, the ASEAN Defence Ministers’ 

Meeting Plus, the ASEAN Regional Forum as well as the Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-

Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation and the Mekong-Ganga Economic Corridor. 

 India has also been convening the Indian Ocean Naval Symposium, in which the navies of the 

Indian Ocean Region (IOR) participate. India has boosted its engagements with Australia and 

New Zealand and has deepened its cooperation with the Republic of Korea. 

 Through the Forum for India-Pacific Islands Cooperation, India is stepping up its interactions 

with the Pacific Island countries. India’s growing partnership with Africa can be seen through 

the convening of mechanisms like the India-Africa Forum Summits. 

 India’s multi-layered engagement with China as well as strategic partnership with Russia 

underlines its commitment to ensuring a stable, open, secure, inclusive and prosperous 

Indo-Pacific. 

 In addition to reviving the economic partnership, India has focused on promoting 

connectivity with other ASEAN states through Myanmar and Thailand. 

 AEP has imparted greater vigour to India’s ties with ASEAN. 

 AEP has sought to significantly expand its geographical coverage beyond ASEAN alone, to 

include other countries like Japan, Australia, Pacific Island nations, South Korea, and 

Mongolia. 

 India’s partnership with Japan has witnessed the most dynamic growth. 

 India’s AEP has also impacted relations with the United States. 

 By aligning India’s Act East Policy with the U.S. pivot to Asia, India seeks to expand its geo-

strategic space to contend with China’s growing assertiveness and foster balanced relations. 

Enhancing India-Asean relation further 

 The recent loss of US market by the ASEAN nations can be compensated with the domestic 

demand in India which has been increasing with the rise of middle class in the country. 

 In terms of security challenges, both ASEAN and India are faced with grave vulnerabilities 

with regard to terrorism and it is in their common interest to work together to build peace 

and security in the region. 
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 With the withdrawal of US troops from strategic locations in the region, ASEAN countries 

justifiably perceive India, with the largest Naval forces in the Indian Ocean and nuclear 

capabilities, a strategic partner to balance China’s growing power in the region. 

 While East Asia is on the verge of entering a phase of lower share of working age population 

India is entering a phase with a higher share of working age population which can prove to 

be a human resource base for East Asia. 

 Along with East Asian specialization in manufactures, India’s strength in services could result 

in a formidable strategic combination which may be mutually beneficial for both the sides. 

 India has welcomed the Indo-Pacific document by ASEAN and is pushing for early conclusion 

of code of conduct on South China Sea by ASEAN and China. 

Conclusion 

The region has become strategically important for India due to its growing importance in the world 

politics. And for India to be a regional power as it claims to be, continuing to enhance its relations 

with ASEAN in all spheres must be a priority. 

 What is India’s stand on the Israel-Palestine Conflict? Discuss the areas of concern for 

India before endorsing Israel. (250 words) 

Reference:  orfonline.org 
Why the question: 
The question is based on the India’s stand on Israel-Palestine conflict. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss the areas of concern for India before endorsing Israel amidst the long standing Isral-Palestine 
conflict. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Briefly first discuss that there has been much debate in recent times about whether India has 
changed its pro-Arab historical stance on the Israel-Palestine conflict. 
Body: 
The answer body must have the following aspects covered: 
Account for the India-Palestinian relations first. Discuss the reasons behind India’s pro-Palestine 
policy. 
Then discuss India-Israel relations from past to present. 
Comment on what is India’s stand on the Israel-Palestine Conflict. 
Discuss what things India must keep in mind before endorsing Israel. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that Israel wants India to end its pro-Palestine policy. Considering the defence and 
technological ties with Israel, India can’t ignore Israel too.  However, while going beyond strategic 
relations with Israel, India cannot afford to ignore its crucial energy ties with Iran and the Gulf 
countries. 
Introduction 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia
https://www.orfonline.org/expert-speak/despite-coronavirus-outbreak-india-israel-friendship-continue-to-shine-64193/


INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 

 
 

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia  Page 206 

The violent confrontations between Palestinians and Israeli security forces at Al-Aqsa Mosque in 

Jerusalem this month reflect the nature of unresolved issues between Israel and Palestine. The 

continuing air strikes paint a grim picture for the future of Palestinians and Israelis living in peace. 

Body 

Background to recent conflict 

 Israel has used disproportionate force against Hamas, which is fighting from Gaza. 

 The action of Hamas also reflects the growing dissatisfaction with Muhammad Abbas, the 

moderate Palestinian leader based in Ramallah in the West Bank. 

 Abbas has failed to conduct elections in the past 15 years. This has alienated a part of the 

Palestinian people and hardliners. This has also weakened the cause for a unified Palestine. 

 20% of Israel’s population consists of Arab Muslims. The attack on Al-Aqsa Mosque, the third 

holiest shrine of Muslims has also alienated them and they are sympathizing with the 

Palestinian cause. Together with political instability in Israel, this may lead to a civil war in 

Israel. 

 The attack on the mosque has also given Islamic militants an opportunity to call for attacks 

across other parts of the world. 

Indian and Palestine Relations 

 India’s support for the Palestinian cause is an integral part of the nation’s foreign policy. In 

1974, India became the first Non-Arab State to recognize Palestine Liberation Organization 

(PLO) as the sole and legitimate representative of the Palestinian people. 

 India has played an active role in extending support for the Palestinian cause across various 

multilateral fora. 

 Indian and Palestine relations are old and time tested. India’s development assistance for 

Palestine has been consistent and has grown over the years. 

 India has always supported the cause of Palestine and since 1988 India has recognized 

Palestine. India is engaged in the nation building efforts of Palestine in several sectors like IT, 

Education, Rural development and capacity building. 

 India is providing aid and financial assistance to Palestine. Recently at the UNGA resolution, 

India voted against US President Donald Trump decision to recognize Jerusalem as Israel’s 

capital. 

 Most recently India abstained from voting on a resolution titled “Ensuring respect for 

international human rights law and humanitarian law in Occupied Palestinian Territory 

including East Jerusalem and in Israel”recently came up at the Human Rights Council 

[HRC] against the backdrop of the latest round of conflict between Israel and Gaza strip, the 

coastal part of the Palestinian territories. 

 India’s decisions are based on a mature understanding and evaluation of the Israel-Palestine 

issues and New Delhi is following the same approach now as Israel and Palestine exchange 

rocket fire. 
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 India has refused to pick a side and called for de-escalation and dialogue. 

Areas of Co-operation between India and Israel: 

 Economic Relations: 

o Trade, technology and tourism are the three key areas in India-Israel economic 

relations. 

o Over the last 25 years, bilateral trade has increased from $200 million to more than 

$4 billion (excluding defence) in 2016-17. 

o Given India’s large market and huge consumer base, the numbers are low compared 

to India’s economic relations with other countries. 

o Israel will invest $68.6 million to boost cooperation with India in areas like tourism, 

technology, agriculture and innovation over a period of four years. 

o The Securities and Exchange Board of India (Sebi) and its Israeli counterpart are 

exploring partnerships and the two sides are also focusing on cyber security 

collaboration to safeguard their financial markets 

 Defence Ties: 

o India already has robust defence ties with Israel which is expected to strengthen 

further. 

o India is the largest arms buyer from Israel; trade is to the tune of approximately 

$600 million. 

o If defence ties keep increasing at the same rate, Israel may replace Russia as India’s 

largest arms supplier. 

o Last year, India signed the biggest weapons deal in Israeli defence history, which is 

nearly $2 billion. 

o This will provide India with an advanced defence system of medium-range surface-

to-air missiles, launchers and communications technology. 

 Counter Terrorism and Cyber Security: 

o In counter terrorism, intelligence gathering and retaliation, Israel has an exceptional 

good record and India need to learn from Israel how they have been able to mount 

surgical strikes all over. 

o Both India and Israel are vulnerable to cyber-attack. Cyber security would be very 

important concern of all governments. 

 Water and Agriculture: 

o India and Israel are set to jointly develop new crop varieties and share post-harvest 

technologies following the success of the 10-year-old Indo-Israeli Agriculture Project 

(IIAP). 
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o Israel has become one of the foremost technology superpowers in areas such as 

rainwater harvesting, use of oceanic water and using that for irrigation in the driest 

land. 

o Israel has mastered water conservation techniques and India can learn from it. 

o It helps India to face its water stressed condition. 

o Another area of potential cooperation is cleaning polluted rivers. 

 In recent times of Pandemic: 

o The Defence Ministry of India signed a massive contract for purchasing more than 

16,000 light machine guns from an Israeli firm for frontline troops 

o India is a major exporter of raw materials of pharmaceuticals worldwide, and the 

Israeli pharmaceutical industry is heavily dependent for imports from India. The ban 

imposed by India could have created a shortage of medicines and masks in Israel. 

India’s approval for exporting medical gears to Israel in the time of need exemplifies 

remarkable friendship between the two. 

o India and Israel have been incessantly cooperating with each other in keeping their 

citizens safe. Due to Indian government’s move to impose a nationwide lockdown to 

prevent Coronavirus from spreading further, several hundred Israelis were left 

stranded in India. With a joint effort of Israeli Embassy and Government of India, Air 

India was assigned the task to evacuate the Israeli nationals from India, back to 

Israel. 

India’s stand on Israel-Palestine issue 

 India has consistently voted in favour of those resolutions that promote the two-state 

solution with a Palestinian claim to East Jerusalem. 

 India has voted in a non-partisan manner, on UN resolutions wrt Israel and Palestine. 

 For instance, at the UN’s ECOSOC in June 2019 which ended the consultative status for a 

Palestinian NGO that Israel claimed had terror links, India voted in favour of Israel. 

 Whereas, India has remained “steadfast” in its support for Palestinian rights and has 

consistently voted in favour of Palestine at the United Nations on “15 key resolutions”. 

 India again reaffirmed its call for a two-state solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict and 

asked both sides to resolve all issues through direct negotiations. 

 India’s position on Palestine is independent and consistent. It is shaped by our views and 

interests, and not determined by any third country. This was proven when India did not 

support unilateral USA move to recognize Jerusalem as capital of Israel. 

 India believes that status quo must be maintained until a permanent solution is reached. 

Measures needed to establish peace in the region 

 With the West shying away from its responsibilities to solve the Israel-Palestine conflict and 

the trust deficit with China, Palestinian leader Muhammad Abbas in 2014 had called for India 

to play the role of interlocutor in resolving the conflict. 
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 India can be part of the peace process to end this conflict under the overall leadership of the 

United Nations. 

 India now follows dehyphenation policy when it comes to Israel and Palestine. It means 

India’s relationship with Israel would stand on its own merits, independent and separate 

from India’s relationship with the Palestinians. 

 It would no longer be India’s relationship with Israel-Palestine, but India’s relationship with 

Israel, and India’s relationship with the Palestinians. 

 There is a need for leadership change in both Israel and Palestine. A part of the conflict is 

also driven by domestic political compulsion. 

 New leadership in both countries will give new hope for the peace process. 

 Successful negotiation of the US-Iran nuclear deal will also help in de-escalating the tensions, 

given Iran’s support to Hamas. 

Conclusion 

Looking at the ground situation, the resolution of the Israel Palestine conflict is still elusive. The only 

way forward is peace talks between the two countries as suggested by India and further negotiations 

on the two-state solution proposed by the United Nations. 

  

Elucidate upon the potential of trilateral relationship between India, Japan & Italy. 

(250 words) 
Reference:  The Hindu 
Why the question: 
The editorial shares insights on the engagement potential for Delhi, in policy towards Indo Pacific and 
its centrality in the shape up ahead. As a new pushback against China takes shape, Indian foreign 
policy is becoming strategically clearer and there is a new momentum to initiatives such as Quad. 
Key Demand of the question: 
One is expected to discuss about the potential of trilateral relationship between India, Japan and 
Italy. 
Directive: 
Elucidate – Give a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the particular context. 
You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with relevant associated 
facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Recently, Italy has also begun to signal its intention to enter the Indo-Pacific geography. It has done 
so by seeking to join India and Japan in a trilateral partnership. 
Body: 
First discuss the reasons of India gaining centrality in Indo Pacific policy convergence. 
Explain about Italy’s stand on China’s assertiveness and unfair market practices. 
Then move onto highlight underlying reasons of Indo-pacific gaining importance on foreign policy 
radar of many nations. 
Thus explain that a trilateral cooperation can be the right forum for India and Italy to learn more 
from each other’s practices and interests and consolidate a strategic dialogue that should include the 
economic, the security and the political dimensions. 
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Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
Introduction 

Indo-Pacific region is a multi-polar region, contributing more than half of the world’s GDP and 

population. Even countries which have been lackadaisical in their regional outreach so far have 

begun to approach the Indo-Pacific with a new seriousness and have been reaching out to India. 

Now Italy shedding its historic neglect of the region in its foreign policy realm has signalled its 

intention to enter the Indo-Pacific geography, by seeking to join India and Japan in a trilateral 

partnership. 

Body 

Significance of Indo Pacific region: 

 Countries falling in the direct hinterland of the vast Indian and Pacific oceanic expanse are 

termed ‘Indo-Pacific countries’. 

 The attributes of the Indo-Pacific are also highly appealing. 

 The region comprises at least 38 countries that share 44 percent of world surface area and 

65 per cent of world population, and account for 62 per cent of world–GDP and 46 per 

cent of the world’s merchandise trade. 

 Maintaining regional stability. 

 For the long-term vision of national interest. 

 China’s increasingly active presence in the IndianOcean region as well as its efforts to 

expand geopolitical reach in Asia and beyond by the use of trade and military 

 In the present time, the control of sea lanes and ports would be the game changer 

 For adhering to freedom of navigation, adherence to rules-based order and stable trade 

environment. 

 For free sea and air lanes, connectivity and upholding international rules and norms. 

 Thus, there is great interest in forging new partnerships with like-minded countries 

interested in preserving peace and stability in the Indo-Pacific. 

Potential of the trilateral relationship: 

 A strategic trilateral between India, Italy and Japanhas, in the medium to long term, a lot of 

potential. 

 The India, Italy and Japan trilateral initiative can, and should, be a forum to foster and 

consolidate a strategic relationshipbetween these three countries, and specifically expand 

India-Italy bilateral relations. 

 As it stands, relations between Italy and Japan are historically strong, and those between 

India and Japan are a strategic pillar of the free and open Indo-Pacific. 

 The strengthening of the India-Italy partnership can help consolidate the EU-India strategic 

relationship further. 
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 A trilateral cooperation can be the right forum for India and Italy to learn more from each 

other’s practices and interests and consolidate a strategic dialogue that should include the 

economic, the security and the political dimensions. 

 The next G20 leaders’ summit in Italy, in October, before the presidency handover to India 

in 2023, should be the right opportunity for further trilateral coordination on economic and 

political issuesat an institutional level. 

 To consolidate the trilateral cooperation in this field, the three countries need to define a 

common economic and strategic agenda. 

 Their compatible economic systems can create a virtuous and mutually beneficial 

contributionto the reorganisation of the global supply chains that is now being reviewed by 

many players as a natural result of the Chinese mismanagement of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 At the security level, the well-defined India-Japan Indo-Pacific partnershipcan easily be 

complemented by Italy, already present in the western Indian Ocean where it is engaged in 

anti-piracy operations off the coast of Somalia. 

 In the pushback against China, strategic cooperation between India, Italy and Japan can 

ensure a free and open Indo-Pacific. 

 At the multilateral level, the three countries share the same values and the same rules-

based world view. 

Way forward: 

 A close bilateral relation between India and the EU has far-reaching economic, political and 

strategic implications on the crisis-driven international order. 

 Both sides should realise this potential and must further the growth of the bilateral ties with 

a strong political will. 

 A clear political will is needed from all sides, and Italy, in particular, should recognise its 

interests in playing a larger role towards the maintenance of a free and open Indo-Pacific. 

 Robust India-Italy strategic ties can be the first step towards the realisation of this goal. 

 Ties with Japan would remain a key component of India’s vision for a stable Indo-Pacific and 

a cornerstone of its Act East policy. 

 Build-up of India’s naval capabilities, if India has to emerge as one of the main players in the 

Indo-Pacific. 

 Freedom of navigation, unimpeded commerce, and peaceful settlement of disputes in 

accordance with international law will make our sea lanes the pathway to prosperity. 

 A strong coalition of Asian and European middle powers must now be an indispensable 

element of the geopolitics of the East. 
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The withdrawal of US troops from Afghanistan has steered emergence of new tests 

for the regional powers. Analyse. (250 words) 
Reference:  Indian Express 
Why the question: 
The article talks about the scenarios emerging in Afghanistan and the region after withdrawal of 
American troops. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Analyse in what way withdrawal of US troops from Afghanistan has steered emergence of new tests 
for the regional powers. 
Directive: 
Analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with brief background of the question. 
Body: 
The speedy withdrawal of US troops from Afghanistan has been matched by the swift advance of the 
Taliban across the nation. While the US has confirmed that 90% of the withdrawal is done, the 
Taliban has claimed that it is in control of 85% of Afghanistan territory. 
These developments have moved Afghanistan into the court of regional powers that now have the 
burden of managing the military vacuum created by the US retreat. 
Talk about US Withdrawal and regional Powers. 
Highlight India’s role; India should focus on intensifying its engagement with various Afghan groups, 
including the Taliban and finding effective regional partners to secure its interests in a changing 
Afghanistan. 
Conclusion: 
The US’s exit from Afghanistan has triggered Taliban emergence, geopolitical flux and thus, 
instability in the region. Explain that as these factors will increasingly push India into a geopolitical 
tough spot in the region, smart statecraft, therefore, is required to deal with changing dynamics in 
Afghanistan. 
Introduction 

American troops are set to withdraw from the country by September 11 this year, but the shadow of 

re-engagement looms, raising security concerns beyond South Asia. The resurgence of Taliban is a 

huge concern not only for Kabul but for regions in South Asia and beyond. 

The Taliban militants have seized dozens of districts in recent weeks and are now thought to control 

about a third of the country, ahead of the withdrawal of US and Western troops from Afghanistan by 

September 11. 

Body 

Background 

 The US signed the Doha agreement in February 2020, dangling a “carrot” of full withdrawal, 

hoping the Taliban would agree to be part of an interim government. 

 The flawed peace process, which offered a clear, early edge to the Taliban, caused a 

deadlock in the Doha process. 

 Unlike Iraq, there was clear political support for the US forces to remain in Afghanistan. 
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 But the US chose to shed the “occupier” tag and distance itself from grievances against 

governance and harm to civilians over the past 20 years. 

 Security concerns post troop withdrawal 

 The US has announced that the Afghan War will end by September 11, having seized the 

Doha agreement as an opportunity. 

 While its withdrawal will exacerbate chaos and violence in Afghanistan and impact the wider 

region. 

 Due to the easing of UN restrictions for a few leaders and the freedom to operate from its 

Doha office, the Taliban continues to attend high-profile meetings in swanky hotels in Doha, 

while deadly attacks ravage Afghanistan. 

 Vicious attacks on civilians, such as the killing of schoolgirls in Kabul on May 8, are 

conveniently blamed on Islamic State Khurasan Province (ISKP) by the Taliban. 

 It is widely believed that the Pakistan army has infiltrated and is running the ISKP to 

“market” the Taliban as a “nationalist insurgent” group willing to fight “extremist” ISKP. 

 Groups like ISKP and al-Qaeda in Indian Subcontinent (AQIS) and their variants will be used 

for high-profile attacks in Afghanistan and in the region, including against Western targets, 

to deter deeper re-engagement in Afghanistan. 

 The chaos would create more ungoverned spaces strengthening the terror infrastructure. 

Hence, the developments in Afghanistan will continue to raise security concerns, far beyond 

South Asia. 

Role regional countries can play in maintaining peace and security: 

Possible future course for India: 

 New Delhi must move swiftly to regain the upper hand in the narrative in Afghanistan. 

 The following should assure India a leading position in Afghanistan’s regional formulation: 

o India’s assistance of more than $3 billion in projects 

o trade of about $1 billion 

o a $20 billion projected development expenditure of an alternate route through 

Chahbahar 

 India’s support to the Afghan National Army, bureaucrats, doctors and other professionals 

for training 

 The Indian government must strive to endure that its aid and assistance is broad-based, to 

centres outside the capital (Kabul) as well. 

 This should be the case even if some lie in areas held by the Taliban. 

 India must also pursue opportunities to fulfil its role in the peace efforts in Afghanistan. 

 An understanding between Iran and the U.S. on Afghanistan is necessary for lasting peace as 

well, and India could play a mediatory part. 
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 India should also use the UN’s call for a pause in conflicts during the novel coronavirus 

pandemic, to ensure a hold on hostilities with Pakistan. 

 Above all, New Delhi must consider the appointment of a special envoy, as it has been done 

in the past, to deal with its efforts in Afghanistan. 

 India’s engagement should be conditional on Taliban joining the mainstream politics. 

 India should not give legitimacy to a government in exile (Taliban’s political office is based in 

Doha) in its own neighbourhood. 

 New Delhi should, using its regional clout as well as its deep ties with both the U.S. and 

Russia, strive for what Mr. Jaishankar called “double peace”, both inside Afghanistan and in 

the region. 

China’s role: 

 China should expand its role in the region to actively use its unique influence over Pakistan 

and advance its investment interests in Afghanistan 

 China can be encouraged to spur economic development in Afghanistan, which would be 

simultaneously beneficial for China. 

 Most importantly, it is in China’s best interest to stabilize Pakistan. 

 While China may be unwilling to deal with Pakistan in a multilateral forum, it could certainly 

be encouraged to work with Pakistan bilaterally to achieve stability where their economic 

interests lie. 

Iran’s role: 

 Iran has vital interests in being a dominant player in Afghanistan, and has become 

significantly more involved in the region. 

 Iran’s potentially beneficial role in the region must be weighed against the destabilizing role 

it could play if its tensions with the U.S. and NATO countries were to escalate. 

 Iran should be looking to be fully integrated into the wider regional strategy for stabilization, 

without which it is unlikely to cooperate. 

Russia’s role: 

 Working with Russia to alleviate fears of U.S. domination in Central Asia is key to ensuring 

greater cooperation on Afghanistan. 

 Dialogue with the Central Asian states to make them understand the benefits of cooperation 

is similarly vital. 

 Russia and the Central Asian states must be brought to dialogue with one another to 

alleviate national security fears and move forward with developing the Northern Distribution 

Network and other trade routes. 

Saudi Arabia’s Role: 

 Saudi Arabia can lead negotiations with the Taliban, and exercise influence over Pakistan 
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 Saudi Arabia has also played a role in brokering talks with the Taliban and claims that it has 

almost been able to fully cut-off funding for al-Qaeda and its affiliates flowing from private 

Saudi sources. 

 Saudi Arabia is also a major investor in and ally of Pakistan, and can leverage this role to 

convince Pakistan to do more to resolve regional issues, while also getting the “softer” and 

less ideologically-committed elements within the Taliban to agree to negotiate 

Conclusion 

Despite the withdrawal, the looming shadow of US-NATO will remain with a focus on preventing 

Afghanistan from becoming a safe haven. US-NATO have chosen Afghan forces, under a democratic 

government, as their local allies and have assured funding up to 2024. While US-NATO may focus on 

their specific objectives in Afghanistan 2.0, it is certain that the Taliban-ISKP-Pakistan combine will 

unleash much more violence. 

 US has been is taking several trade actions against India in the recent times. In this 

context, discuss the need for renegotiation of trade deal with US for the betterment 

of India-US trade relations. (250 words) 
Reference:  Hindustan Times 
Why the question: 
The article suggests that India-US trade relations need a reset. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss the need for renegotiation of trade deal with US for the betterment of India-US trade 
relations. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Since 2016, the US administration has been increasingly undertaking trade actions against India, 
including tariff and non-tariff barriers and anti-dumping duties. 
Body: 
The answer body must have the following aspects covered: 
First talk about various trade actions against India in the recent times that US has been taking. 
Explain that the resurgence of tariffs as a critical foreign policy tool for the United States (US) is a 
departure from one of its long-upheld commitments towards free trade. 
Suggest what should be India’s stand. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
Introduction 

The United States and India have long striven to maintain and deepen bilateral ties, weathering Cold 

War tensions and antagonisms over India’s nuclear tests to reinvigorate linkages and strengthen 

cooperation. Today’s modern US-India relationship continues to develop under a broad-based and 

multisectoral framework nurtured by common strategic interests and an engaged Indian diaspora in 

the United States, yet advancements in trade relations have faltered in comparison: though US-India 

trade has grown steadily, from a mere $16 billion in 1999 to a more robust $146 billion in 2019, 
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long-standing disagreements over critical issues and the lack of structural trade agreements 

between both countries mar attempts to achieve the full perceived potential of the relationship. 

Amid these bilateral trade tensions, India’s negotiations to strike a win-win trade deal with the US 

have been stalled for years. Likewise, negotiations on a bilateral investment treaty have also been 

unsuccessful due to differences in approaches to investor protection. 

Body 

Bilateral Trade between India and USA: 

 In 2019-20, the bilateral trade between the USA and India stood at USD 88.75 billion. 

 The USA is one of the few countries with which India has a trade surplus. 

 India’s trade surplus with the USA increased to USD 17.42 billion in 2019-20 from USD 16.86 

billion in 2018-19. 

 For the USA, India was the sixth largest supplier of services imports. 

 India’s large market, economic growth, and progress towards development make it an 

essential market for USA exporters. 

US trade actions against India: 

 The resurgence of tariffs as a critical foreign policy tool for the United States (US) is a 

departure from one of its long-upheld commitments towards free trade. 

 The United States Trade Representative (USTR)’s June 7 announcement regarding a trade 

action, following its Section 301 investigation of Digital Services Tax (adopted by India, 

Austria, Italy, Spain, Turkey, and the United Kingdom), is a step in this direction. 

 Since 2016, the US administration has been increasingly undertaking trade actions against 

India, including tariff and non-tariff barriers and anti-dumping duties. 

 Earlier, in June 2019, the US announced the termination of the Generalised System of 

Preferences (GSP) benefits for India, which impacted nearly 10% of India’s exports to the US 

that year. 

 Market access issues have been vociferously raised by the US against India several times. 

During the 7th Trade Policy Review at the World Trade Organization, the US urged India to 

reduce tariffs and remove non-tariff barriers. 

 While the US implemented 1,072 harmful trade interventions affecting India since 2009, 

India imposed only 381 such measures affecting the US. 

 According to annual reports of US Trade Representative (USTR), India’s recent emphasis on 

import substitution through the ‘Make in India’ campaign is one the several challenges 

facing the bilateral trade relationship. 

Impacts of actions: 

 An analysis of the 26 products identified by USTR for the 25% tariff hike indicates that these 

products constituted only 0.2% of merchandise imports by the US from India in 2019. 
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 Notwithstanding the low share of these products in the US imports from India, the potential 

tariff hike could influence India’s price competitiveness across several products where the 

country holds a significant share in the US market, such as basmati rice, gems and jewellery, 

marine and wood products. 

Need for a renegotiation of trade deal: 

 Currently, India has an untapped merchandise export potential of nearly $25.7 billion in the 

US market, across a wide array of products, such as jewellery and precious metals (untapped 

potential worth $6.9 billion), marine products ($354.3 million), processed food ($298.6 

million), and furniture ($67.6 million), according to data from the International Trade Centre. 

 Given the significant trade potential and the importance of the US as a strategic partner, 

there is a need to hold concerted discussions for a trade deal. 

 There is a huge potential to boost bilateral trade between the countries especially on 

account of increasing anti-China sentiment in both the nations. 

Way forward: 

 The time is ripe for India to follow through on discussions for the mini-trade deal with the US 

and bolster its position in the US market. 

 India could consider focusing on negotiations for tariff relaxations and partial restoration of 

GSP benefits, in exchange for specific market access commitments, with due consideration 

to the impact on sensitive sectors such as agriculture. 

 India also needs to dispel its image of being a country with high trade barriers. 

 There is also an urgent need to challenge the narrative for market access concerns raised by 

the US. 

 Thus, the negotiation should focus on the resolution of various non-tariff barriers and other 

market access improvements as early as possible. 

  

 Account for India’s future role and policy in Afghanistan, in light of American exit. 

(250 words) 
Reference:  Indian Express 
Why the question: 
The article explains the future course of action for India when it comes to recent events in 
Afghanistan. 
Key Demand of the question: 
One is expected to talk about India’s future role and policy in Afghanistan, in light of American exit. 
Directive: 
Account – Weigh up to what extent something is true. Persuade the reader of your argument by 
citing relevant research but also remember to point out any flaws and counter- arguments as well. 
Conclude by stating clearly how far you are in agreement with the original proposition. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
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Start with current context – with US and NATO completing their pull-out from Bagram air base and 
other key locations, the Taliban are making huge advances across the country, capturing districts, 
seizing key border crossings, and encircling provincial capitals. 
Body: 
The answer body must have the following aspects covered: 
Give a brief background of the issue at hand. 
Explain what the concerns before India are; the worries are about the violence at the frontiers and 
the resultant refugee influx, extremism, and support to transnational groups such as al Qaeda, LeT, 
JeM, ETIM and IMU, as it happened earlier under Taliban rule. 
Discuss what should be the policy of India with respect to Afghanistan; Legitimizing Taliban: India 
must hold on and not rush into any policy action that establishes the Taliban as a legitimate force. 
Influencing Pakistan’s security establishment and others. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that India must be prepared to defend its interests at all costs. This, in turn, needs strategic 
patience that will help resist the temptation to normalize the Taliban. 
Introduction 

American troops are set to withdraw from the country by September 11 this year, but the shadow of 

re-engagement looms, raising security concerns beyond South Asia. The resurgence of Taliban is a 

huge concern not only for Kabul but for regions in South Asia and beyond. 

The Taliban militants have seized dozens of districts in recent weeks and are now thought to control 

about a third of the country, ahead of the withdrawal of US and Western troops from Afghanistan by 

September 11. 

Body 

Background 

 The US signed the Doha agreement in February 2020, dangling a “carrot” of full withdrawal, 

hoping the Taliban would agree to be part of an interim government. 

 The flawed peace process, which offered a clear, early edge to the Taliban, caused a 

deadlock in the Doha process. 

 Unlike Iraq, there was clear political support for the US forces to remain in Afghanistan. 

 But the US chose to shed the “occupier” tag and distance itself from grievances against 

governance and harm to civilians over the past 20 years. 

Implications for India: 

 India is wary of the future of the Afghan government without the support of the US military 

as it will trigger a geopolitical flux in the region. 

 If peace talks do not fall through and there is a reneging of the terms of the Doha Accord by 

the Taliban then this consequence directly threatens India’s political, security, and economic 

interests in Afghanistan 

 The withdrawal from Afghanistan will only bring challenges for the Indian Subcontinent as 

the US military presence kept a check on the radically extremist forces and created the 

possibility of a conducive environment for India to work with Afghanistan. 
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 The withdrawal can lead to a surge in international and regional terrorism, re-emergence of 

Taliban’s influence on Pakistan and the political instability it will create in the region. 

 India’s larger concerns are about the resurgence of Taliban, which can undoubtedly reassure 

and incite the extremist elements in Kashmir and other parts of India through India-focused 

militant groups such as Laskhar- e-Toiba and Jaish-e-Mohammed, which are believed to have 

relocated to Afghanistan in large numbers. 

 Unlike the United States, both India and Pakistan share a geographical proximity to 

Afghanistan, therefore any political instability in the region will affect both the countries. 

Possible future role for India in Afghanistan: 

 New Delhi must move swiftly to regain the upper hand in the narrative in Afghanistan. 

 India’s approach has to be within the format of Afghan-led and Afghan-owned peace and 

reconciliation. 

 The following should assure India a leading position in Afghanistan’s regional formulation: 

o India’s assistance of more than $3 billion in projects 

o trade of about $1 billion 

o a $20 billion projected development expenditure of an alternate route through 

Chahbahar 

 India’s support to the Afghan National Army, bureaucrats, doctors and other professionals 

for training 

 The Indian government must strive to endure that its aid and assistance is broad-based, to 

centres outside the capital (Kabul) as well. 

 This should be the case even if some lie in areas held by the Taliban. 

 India must also pursue opportunities to fulfil its role in the peace efforts in Afghanistan. 

 An understanding between Iran and the U.S. on Afghanistan is necessary for lasting peace as 

well, and India could play a mediatory part. 

 India should also use the UN’s call for a pause in conflicts during the novel coronavirus 

pandemic, to ensure a hold on hostilities with Pakistan. 

 Above all, New Delhi must consider the appointment of a special envoy, as it has been done 

in the past, to deal with its efforts in Afghanistan. 

 India’s engagement should be conditional on Taliban joining the mainstream politics. 

 India should not give legitimacy to a government in exile (Taliban’s political office is based in 

Doha) in its own neighbourhood. 

 New Delhi should, using its regional clout as well as its deep ties with both the U.S. and 

Russia, strive for what Mr. Jaishankar called “double peace”, both inside Afghanistan and in 

the region. 

Way forward for India: 
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 In the unfolding situation, New Delhi will have to quickly reorient its Afghan strategy. 

 At the same time, Delhi must be prepared to discuss what are real and serious differences 

with key regional and international partners on the Taliban and the future of Afghanistan. 

 To safeguard its own interests, India needs to reorient its policies towards Afghanistan and 

deal with the changing dynamics of power shift in the region. 

 Despite India’s foreign policy orientation moving more towards the US and the West, the 

new Afghan strategy will have to be synchronised with an entirely different set of players. 

Revival of SAARC is necessary and it can also contribute positively to the current 

Afghan situation. Do you agree? Comment. (250 words) 
Reference:  Indian Express 
Why the question: 
The article presents the case of reviving SAARC. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss at length in what way revival of SAARC is necessary and it can also contribute positively to 
the current Afghan situation. 
Directive: 
Comment– here we have to express our knowledge and understanding of the issue and form an 
overall opinion thereupon. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
With US withdrawal from Afghanistan, the failure of South Asian nations to act in accord will plunge 
the region into perilous theatre of discord. A revival of SAARC brings up the hope of reintegration. 
Body: 
The answer body must have the following aspects covered: 
First bring out the complexities of the South Asian Region; beset with unsettled territorial disputes, as 
well as trans-border criminal and subversive activities; it remains a theatre for ethnic, cultural, and 
religious tensions and rivalries.  A current rise in ultra-nationalism, Nuclear-armed neighbours etc. 
Discuss the need for revival of SAARC; Regionalism as a confidence-building measure, counter 
terrorism aspects etc. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that if the geopolitical dynamics following World War II could allow die-hard enemies 
France and Germany to interface effectively enough to create the European Union, there is no reason 
why India and Pakistan cannot come together. SAARC has the capacity to bring nations together. 
Introduction 

SAARC was set up in 1985 and today it has 8 members: Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, 

Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan and Srilanka. Afghanistan joined SAARC only in 2007. SAARC member 

nations cooperate on a range of issues from agriculture, economy, poverty alleviation, S&T and 

culture to encourage people to people contact. SAARC aims at integration of south Asian nations for 

undertaking collective efforts to achieve common objective of regional stability and prosperity. 

Despite geographical contiguity and historical and cultural links, the SAARC region remains the 

most disconnected regions in the world. 

With the US forces pulling out of Afghanistan and Taliban at the helm of affairs with its rampant 

violence, the countries of SAARC are at a perilous situation. The dysfunctional SAARC needs to be 

revived at the earliest which could help alleviate the threats posed by Taliban and other non-state 

actors to SAARC member countries. 
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Body 

 

Need to revive SAARC: 

 The region is beset with unsettled territorial disputes, as well as trans-border criminal and 

subversive activities. 

 It remains a theatre for ethnic, cultural, and religious tensions and rivalries. 

 A current rise in ultra-nationalism is taking place against the backdrop of a bloody history of 

repeated inter-state wars and myriad intra-state conflicts. 

 Nuclear-armed neighbours India and Pakistan are at loggerheads. 

 Cross-border terrorism has again made the region, as former US President Bill Clinton once 

deemed it, “the world’s most dangerous place.” 

 Allowing SAARC to become dysfunctional and irrelevant greatly distorts our ability to 

address the realities and mounting challenges facing SAARC nations. 

 The failure of South Asian nations to act in accord will plunge South Asia into a perilous 

theatre of discord and escalating tensions with jihadi militias at the forefront, placing the 

entire region in turmoil. 

 SAARC is needed as institutional scaffolding to allow for the diplomacy and coordination that 

is needed between member-states in order to adequately address the numerous threats and 

challenges the region faces. 

 Though SAARC’s charter prohibits bilateral issues at formal forums, SAARC summits provide 

a unique, informal window — the retreat — for leaders to meet without aides and chart 

future courses of action. 
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 The coming together of leaders, even at the height of tensions, in a region laden with 

congenital suspicions, misunderstandings, and hostility is a significant strength of SAARC 

that cannot be overlooked. 

 SAARC members are among the top troop-contributing countries to UN peacekeeping 

missions. With the US withdrawal from Afghanistan, a joint peacekeeping force from the 

SAARC region under the UN aegis could be explored to fill the power vacuum that would 

otherwise be filled by terrorist and extremist forces. 

Measures needed to revive SAARC: 

 India should take the lead and work with its neighbors to slash the tariff and non-tariff 

barriers. 

 SAARC should also seek free and preferential trading arrangements with other regional 

bodies, notably the EU and the ASEAN. It should also remain fully focused on the SAARC 

social charter to spread out its reach to the common man. 

 There is a need to focus on small politics instead of big politics to resolve conflict in 

conflicting regions. This would mean that they focus on economic cooperation and other 

small ways that can create cooperation and more peace 

 SAARC cannot be effective unless it places itself on a managerial position to achieve regional 

order, forcing all the members to act mutually in making the region a ‘zone of peace’ and 

the center for world business. 

 All countries should come together to sort out their differences, either multilaterally or 

bilaterally. It’s not necessary to sort out the differences but despite that, it is necessary to 

work with the differences like that of India-China, Japan and China, Russia and Japan. 

 The bilateral issues between member nations should be resolved. Bilateral Issues between 

India- Pakistan, India- Sri Lanka, Pakistan- Afghanistan etc. must be improved with serious 

engagement and collaboration – working together to bring peace and stability as a common 

good in the region. 

 Information on terrorism, trafficking, smuggling etc. must be shared and joint exercises must 

be conducted to build mutual trust and capability. 

 SAARC needs to work on Improving infrastructure and regional connectivity – Collaboration 

in scientific research, universities exchange programs, tourism etc. will have a positive effect 

on relations among countries. 

Conclusion: 

SAARC has the potential to transform the South Asian Region. Mutual mistrust and non-cooperation 

should not be allowed to undermine this potential. Deeper regional economic integration will create 

greater interdependence with India acquiring the central role, which, in turn, would serve India’s 

strategic interests too. SAARC should function as an autonomous institution by which driving 

principles, strategic actions, and rules of law can be implemented in a way that is relevant to both, 

its own members and other rising powers. 
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 Discuss the pivotal role that the science and technology sector can play in 

strengthening the Indo-US relations and making them long lasting. (250words) 
Reference:  Hindustan Times 
Why the question: 
The article highlights in what way Science and technology is central to strong and lasting Indo-US 
ties. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss the pivotal role that the science and technology sector can play in strengthening the Indo-US 
relations and making them long lasting. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Brief upon the Indo-US background in short from past to present. 
Body: 
The answer body must have the following aspects covered: 
Talk about the deepening Indo-US ties; India and the US have come a long way since the 1990s. There 
is growing political and security cooperation, expanding economic engagement, widening interface 
between the two societies, and the intensifying footprint of the Indian diaspora in the US. 
Then move onto analyse the opportunities in Indo-US relations and how nature of challenges 
demands shift towards partnering on next gen quantum computers, AI, genome sequencing, 
affordable designing and building the next generation of airplanes running on clean energy etc. 
Explain the significance of the shift towards science and technology and also explain why the focus in 
the India-US relationship needs to shift to science, technology, and trade. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with importance.   
Introduction 

The United States and India have long striven to maintain and deepen bilateral ties, weathering Cold 

War tensions and antagonisms over India’s nuclear tests to reinvigorate linkages and strengthen 

cooperation. Today’s modern US-India relationship continues to develop under a broad-based and 

multisectoral framework nurtured by common strategic interests and an engaged Indian diaspora in 

the United States, yet advancements in trade relations have faltered in comparison: though US-India 

trade has grown steadily, from a mere $16 billion in 1999 to a more robust $146 billion in 2019, 

long-standing disagreements over critical issues and the lack of structural trade agreements 

between both countries mar attempts to achieve the full perceived potential of the relationship. 

Body 

Bilateral relations between India and USA: 

 Evolution of the ties: 

o The India-United States (US) strategic partnership started in the second term of the 

Bill Clinton administration, the defining moment in the relationship was the civil 

nuclear agreement that the George W Bush administration championed and signed 

with India. 
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o Ties got a further impetus with Barack Obama declaring support for a permanent 

seat in the United Nations Security Council and the Joe Biden administration’s push 

to further the strategic agenda between the two nations. 

 Military ties: 

o A foundational military agreement that allows for the sharing of encrypted 

communications and equipment (COMCASA- Communications Compatibility and 

Security Agreement). 

o A change in U.S. export control laws that places India in a privileged category of 

NATO and non-NATO U.S. allies. 

o The signing of an Industrial Security Annex that will allow for greater collaboration 

among the two countries’ private defence industries. 

 Strategic ties: 

o A new ‘2+2’ foreign and defence ministers dialogue. 

o The bilateral Strategic Energy Partnership was launched in April 2018 under which 

India has started importing crude and LNG from the US. Now, the US is India’s sixth-

largest source of crude oil imports and hydrocarbons. 

o Inauguration of the first India-US tri-service military exercise and expansion of 

existing military exercises. 

o Inclusion of India and South Asia in the US Maritime Security Initiative. 

 Fight against terrorism: 

o These intense engagement has helped achieve robust support from the US against 

terrorism. 

o This was evident after the Pulwama attack, leading to the designation of Jaish-e-

Mohammad chief Masood Azhar as a global terrorist under UN Security Council 

Resolution 1267. 

o Also, placing Pakistan on the grey-list of the Financial Action Task Force. 

 US Pivot to Asia: 

o The US under its Pivot to Asia policy views India as an ideal balancer to check the 

aggressive rise of China. Therefore, the US has formulated the concept of Indo-

Pacific to counter China in the South China Sea and the Indian ocean. 

o The US has designated India as an integral part of the Indo-pacificnarrative by the 

conception of 

Role that science and technology sector can play in strengthening the Indo-US relations: 

 India and the US need to jointly establish 100 chair professorships in frontier areas such as 

Artificial Intelligence (AI), genome technology, nanotechnology, deep ocean exploration, 

quantum computing, clean energy, and functional materials, and choose their best 
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academics to work in both countries with complete freedom to move, interact and jointly 

work on those projects. 

 They need to establish a new joint research council with at least $10 billion funding to 

support such research projects. Funds for the proposed research council may come from 

public and private entities and individual donors, with a prominent India-American leading 

the effort. 

 Each of India’s top 20 universities should choose a partner university in the US with a 

defined budget for research, joint studentships, and a mechanism of free-flowing faculty 

between them. 

 Research programmes on translational areas useful in critical sectors such as agriculture, 

services and pharmaceuticals should be established. 

 Discussions on science and technology will not yield dividends unless a robust trade policy is 

in place. 

 Successive US administrations have indeed wanted to push trade with India to the forefront. 

Way forward: 

 For the US, scientific collaborations and selling technology to boost productivity for Indian 

farmers should take precedence over pushing dairy and other farms produce to the Indian 

market. 

 India needs to invest heavily in infrastructure, both physical and intellectual, and in 

technology to authenticate agricultural products to help farmers produce internationally 

competitive produce. 

 India also needs to open up its services, finance, legal, health care and pharmaceutical 

sectors to US companies. 

 The 21st century wars will not be fought with boots on the ground or with aircraft carriers or 

submarines. It is science, technology, and trade that will determine who wins or loses the 

war. 

Conclusion 

India and the US can be true partners through joint efforts in making the next generation of 

quantum computers, achieving breakthroughs in the use of AI, making genome sequencing and 

analysis affordable, designing and building the next generation of airplanes running on clean energy, 

and making the first woman pair, one Indian and one American, land on Mars. This is the only way 

the world is going to believe in the true power of democracy. Therefore, the focus in the India-US 

relationship needs to shift to science, technology, and trade. 

Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries on India’s 

interests, Indian Diaspora. 

What is Green passport which has been in news recently? Do you think the initiative is 

discriminatory? analyse. (250 words) 
Reference:  Indian Express 
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Why the question: 
Recently, The EU Digital Covid Certificate, or the “green pass” as it is popularly known, has been 
created to restore freedom of travel for the public and remove the barriers on entry placed due to the 
pandemic. Thus the question. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss the concept of Green passport and explain in what way it is discriminatory. 
Directive: 
Analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with what is the ‘green pass’ which will ease travel restrictions across EU. 
Body: 
The EU Digital Covid Certificate, or the “green pass” as it is popularly known, has been created to 
restore freedom of travel for the public and remove the barriers on entry placed due to the pandemic. 
It is a digital proof that a person has either been vaccinated against Covid-19, or received a negative 
test result, or recovered from the viral infection. The document is valid across all EU countries. 
While the “green pass” is expected to make the experience of travel hassle-free for people by doing 
away with restrictions, it is not absolutely compulsory. 
The ‘vaccine passport’ has been largely touted to be a ticket back to normalcy, but it has given rise to 
larger concerns over intrusion, privacy and a curb on the right to free movement. 
Discuss the concerns in detail. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that with vaccine coverage as a percentage of population in developing countries still low 
compared to developed countries, such an initiative could prove to be highly discriminatory. 
Introduction 

The EU Digital Covid Certificate, or the “green pass” as it is popularly known, has been created to 

restore freedom of travel for the public and remove the barriers on entry placed due to the 

pandemic. It is a digital proof that a person has either been vaccinated against Covid-19, or received 

a negative test result, or recovered from the viral infection. The document is valid across all EU 

countries. While the “green pass” is expected to make the experience of travel hassle-free for 

people by doing away with restrictions, it is not absolutely compulsory. 

Body 

Why in news? 

 Covishield, manufactured by Serum Institute of India, is not among the vaccines which have 

been approved by the European Medicines Agency (EMA) for its “vaccine passport” 

programme that allows free movement of people in and out of Europe. 

 The EMA list only includes four vaccines now Vaxzevria (Oxford-AstraZeneca), Comirnaty 

(Pfizer-BioNTech), Spikevax (Moderna) and Janssen (Johnson & Johnson). 

 Serum Institute of India has not applied for Covishield’s approval. 

 Though Vaxzevria has been among the vaccines approved by EMA, Covishield, which is 

derived from AstraZeneca’s shot, is not on the list. 
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 This is because the EMA takes into consideration local manufacturing facilities. Even if the 

vaccine is the same, different manufacturers of the same product need to submit separate 

applications for approval from EMA. 

Initiative discriminatory: 

 India feels vaccine passports will restrict passengers from countries that don’t have the same 

access to vaccines and will increase vaccine inequality. 

 Though the EU has made it clear that the “green pass” will not be compulsory, the issue has 

once again raked up the larger debate on concerns around privacy and ethics. 

 The ‘vaccine passport’ has been largely touted to be a ticket back to normalcy, but it has 

given rise to larger concerns over intrusion, privacy and a curb on the right to free 

movement. 

 At the recent meeting of G7 countries,Indian Health Minister said that India was “strongly 

opposed to a ‘vaccine passport’ at this juncture”. 

 The Larger concern is that with vaccine coverage as a percentage of population in 

developing countries still low compared to developed countries, such an initiative could 

prove to be highly discriminatory. 

 The Green Passport will impact Indians notionally at present, as only essential travel is 

allowed into EU countries and special permission has to be taken for those travelling from 

India. 

 With global concerns over the Delta variant, which was first detected in India, more 

restrictions are in place for Indians travelling abroad. 

 Officials point out that Covishield was distributed to 95 countries, mainly low- and middle-

income countries of the global South, and the EU action discriminates against all of them. 

EU’s stand for Green passport: 

 By bringing within the Green Passport, the ECU Union has made it clear that it intends to use 

these vaccine passports in some measure to differentiate between those that are vaccinated 

and people who aren’t or have taken ‘unrecognized’ vaccines. 

 While the “green pass” is expected to make the experience of travel hassle-free for people 

by doing away with restrictions, it is not absolutely compulsory. 

 The EU website states that the certificate will not be a “pre-condition to free movement, 

which is a fundamental right in the EU” 

 However, those who do not possess the certificate will be subject to the usual travel 

restrictions and quarantine rules which are in effect in every country. 

Conclusion 

WHO has held categorically that vaccine passports should not be made mandatory for travel and 

should be optional, stating that proof of COVID-19 vaccination should not be required as a condition 

of entry and exit from a country. With at least nine countries, including Austria, Germany, Greece, 

Iceland, Ireland, the Netherlands, Slovenia, Spain and Switzerland, agreeing to independently make 
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exemptions for Covishield, and Estonia accepting both Covishield and Covaxin, there is hope that 

enough pressure will build on the EMA to include exemptions for Indian vaccines as well. 

  

 

Account for Diaspora as a soft power in India’s foreign policy towards South-East Asia. 

(250 words) 
Reference:  earp.in 
Why the question: 
The question is based on the importance of Diaspora as a soft power in India’s foreign policy towards 
South-East Asia. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Account for Diaspora as a soft power in India’s foreign policy towards South-East Asia. 
Directive: 
Account – Weigh up to what extent something is true. Persuade the reader of your argument by 
citing relevant research but also remember to point out any flaws and counter- arguments as well. 
Conclude by stating clearly how far you are in agreement with the original proposition. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with what you understand by Diaspora. The term “diaspora” is derived from the Greek word 
diaspeirein, which means “dispersion”. Over time, the term evolved, and now loosely refers to any 
person/s belonging to a particular country with a common origin or culture, but residing outside their 
homeland for various reasons. 
Body: 
Explain first that India’s connections with Southeast Asia are rooted in history in terms of geography, 
civilization, culture, economy and strategy. These connections became deeper since the 1990s as 
India initiated the policy of ‘Look East’ that resulted in manifold growth with ASEAN and South-East 
Asia. 
Discuss in what way recently Diaspora is being seen as a strong soft power in India’s foreign policy 
towards South-East Asia. 
Throw light upon the recent policies of the government in this direction. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with importance. 
Introduction 

India places South East Asia at the heart of its ‘Act East Policy’ and centre of the dream of an Asian 

century. About a fifth, or six million, of the 31 million overseas Indians, comprising Indian citizens 

abroad and persons of Indian origin, live in ASEAN countries. The focus areas of cooperation 

between ASEAN member states and India for the future can be described in terms of 3Cs – 

commerce, connectivity and culture. Indian diaspora has an important role to make this policy a 

success. 

Body: 

In the case of Southeast Asia, ethnic Indians, as well as the Chinese, have long been an integral part 

of their societies. These communities have acted as a bridge between the two regions. However, 

the use of the ‘diaspora’ as a tool of Indian foreign policy is relatively a new phenomenon. The role 

played by diaspora in look east policy can be studied under the following heads. 
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Except for Myanmar, Malaysia and Singapore, where Indians constitute 5.0 per cent, 8.0 per cent 

and 7.0 per cent, respectively, they are too miniscule numerically in the rest of the countries to 

figure separately in the demographic data Except for Myanmar, Malaysia and Singapore, where 

Indians constitute 5.0 per cent, 8.0 per cent and 7.0 per cent, respectively, they are too miniscule 

numerically in the rest of the countries to figure separately in the demographic data Except for 

Myanmar, Malaysia and Singapore, where Indians constitute 5.0 per cent, 8.0 per cent and 7.0 per 

cent, respectively, they are too miniscule numerically in the rest of the countries to figure separately 

in the demographic data 

Except for  Myanmar,  Malaysia and Singapore, where Indians constitute 5 %,  8% and 7% 

respectively,  they  are  too  miniscule  numerically  in  the  rest  of  the  countries to figure 

separately in the demographic data. 

Soft Power diplomacy: 

 India shares rich cultural and historical ties with the East and South East Asian countries. 

 Contrary to popular belief, younger generation in India and Southeast Asia are speaking 

more to each other through cultural space – music, arts, games and education. Social media 

has made most positive impact on cultural ties 

 While yoga is gaining popularity in the ASEAN region, the Buddhist links and Buddhist 

circuit in India are acting as a bridge to connect the two regions. 

 India’s soft power is reflected in Buddhism, yoga, revival of Nalanda University, chairs of 

Indian studies in universities (Singapore, Malaysia, Indonesia), Indian cultural 

centres (Jakarta, Bali, Bangkok, Kuala Lumpur, Suva, Lautoka), and joint restoration of 

monuments (Cambodia, Vietnam, Laos). 

 The various hindu temples, celebration of Hindu festivals are still continued even today. 

Influential Positions: 

 A diaspora estimated at about 6 million people fills mainstream roles and responsibilities in 

their adopted countries, helping shape the destiny of these countries. 

 The ex-President of Singapore, current deputy prime minister, foreign minister of Malaysia is 

all of Indian descent. 

Trade and Commerce: 

 Singapore is the largest FDI investor in India. 

 The lobbying for favourable trade policies is vital in India- ASEAN trade relations as well as 

forthcoming RCEP agreement. 

 The free-trade agreements signed with ASEAN and individual countries further strengthen 

the ties. 

 Remittances:    

 Many south Indians are working in skilled, semi-skilled and unskilled sectors across SE Asia. 

 Although the remittances are present, it is a small fraction vis-à-vis the western and middle-

east countries. 
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Science & Technology: 

 ASEAN-India Science & Technology Collaboration formally started in 1996 with 

establishment of ASEAN India S&T working group (AIWGST). 

 Several projects and scientific activities have been supported and implemented under 

ASEAN India S&T program which includes- ASEAN-India Collaborative R&D on Thermally 

Sprayed Ceramic-Based Coatings, R&D project on Extent of Transfer of Alien Invasive 

Organisms (Nuisance) in South/SE Asia Region by Shipping etc. 

However, there are several challenges that are hindering the active Diasporic interaction. 

 Connectivity: 

o Although located in the Indian ocean region and geographically contiguous, there is 

a very poor connectivity between the nations. 

o This has impacted the relations between the diaspora and India. 

 Indifferent treatment: 

o The focus before 1990’s was mostly on the western countries. For long years, India 

turned a blind eye to East Asia, Indo-Pacific or Asia-Pacific regions. 

o The long neglect of the diaspora is still taking time to get back to normalcy. 

 Ideological differences: 

o Diversity has led to many issues like the religious radicalism seen in Indonesia 

recently. 

o The religious persecution of Rohingyas is another sticky point on which a decisive 

action is to be taken. 

Way Forward: 

 Various initiatives like the Kaladan multimodal project, IMT trilateral highway are trying to 

reduce the connectivity issues. 

 Increase in the number of flights as well as better sea connectivity needs to be worked upon 

to improve people-to-people contact. 

 Addressing the common challenges in the region like creating skills for the digital age, 

generating jobs in the age of disruption, meeting the need of rapid urbanisation, protecting 

the bio-diversity and making the energy sources cleaner. 

 Regional groupings like ASEAN should empower its cultural wing to increase the people 

contact. 

 There is need to use the soft power of our diaspora to overcome the China’s hegemony in 

the south- east nations. 

 Using the Government initiatives like Pravasi Bharatiya Diwas, Pravasi Bharatiya Sammelan, 

Trade Facilitation Centres, Know India program to engage the diaspora youth to build 

better ties and inculcate the feeling of Indianness among them. 
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 The government must also see to it that interests of the Indian community are preserved 

while negotiating mega trade agreements such as the Regional Comprehensive Economic 

Partnership (RCEP). 

Conclusion: 

India’s goodwill in Southeast Asia is based on its benign approach, similar to its role in Africa, West 

Asia and Central Asia. The longstanding relations must be leveraged to build an extremely high-trust 

relationship between India and ASEAN Countries using the Act-East policy. Given the economic 

potential of the region, the flow of Indian professionals in the region and general goodwill towards 

the Indian community, a diaspora has the potential to play an important role in the future. 

Economic partnerships could form a central component of our plurilateral platforms 

of cooperation in the vibrant Indo-Pacific region. Discuss. (250 words) 
Reference:  Live Mint 
Why the question: 
The article brings to us the role that industry could play in India’s Indo-Pacific out reach. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss in what way economic partnerships could form a central component of our plurilateral 
platforms of cooperation in the vibrant Indo-Pacific region. 
Directive: 
Analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Briefly talk about India’s stakes in the Indo-pacific region. 
Body: 
The answer body must have the following aspects covered: 
Discuss first the evolution of India’s Indo-Pacific strategy. Talk about the 2018 Shangri-La Dialogue in 
Singapore, 2019 East Asia Summit, and The Indo-Pacific Business Summit etc. 
Elaborate upon the seven pillars of Indo-Pacific strategy. 
Explain in what way Economic partnerships could form a central component of our plurilateral 
platforms of cooperation in the vibrant Indo-Pacific region. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that enhanced partnership in Health, Power and Digital platforms can bring in more 
strength to the Indo-Pacific region. 
Introduction 

Indo-Pacific region is a multi-polar region, contributing more than half of the world’s GDP and 

population. Countries falling in the direct hinterland of the vast Indian and Pacific oceanic expanse 

are termed ‘Indo-Pacific countries’.  The attributes of the Indo-Pacific are also highly appealing. The 

region comprises at least 38 countries that share 44 percent of world surface area and 65 per cent 

of world population, and account for 62 per cent of world–GDP and 46 per cent of the world’s 

merchandise trade. 

Body 

Importance of Economic partnership: 

 The Indian Ocean economy is expected to account for over 20 percent of global GDP by 

2025. 
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 India’s economic future in the Indo-Pacific region will largely be defined by its capacity to 

build on its blue economy potential (ranging across several sectors), regional economic 

integration (trade agreements to address trade barriers) and connectivity infrastructure to 

promote intra-inter regional trade (ports and logistics) in the Indian Ocean. 

 At the core of the Indo-Pacific region is a collection of sub-regions of diverse countries, each 

with different strengths, capabilities and capacities. 

 The countries within these sub-regions are creatively and strategically building the Indo-

Pacific narrative. 

 Going forward, India needs a crafted and coherent Indo-Pacific strategy to navigate the 

competitive, complex and contested region. 

 This is critical to maximise its economic opportunity and maintain its maritime security. 

Way forward for India: 

 India can experiment with the ways of alignment (bilaterals, minilaterals and multilaterals 

with countries in the region), and address existing drivers, barriers and inhibitions within 

countries or sub-regions in a more focused manner. 

 This will include securing the Indian Ocean, deeper integration with Southeast Asia, strong 

partnerships with other strategic powers (such as the US, Japan, Australia, France and the 

UK), managing China, investing in maritime logistics and infrastructure, reducing barriers to 

trade and investment, and strengthening regional economic governance via regional and 

bilateral trade agreements. 

 Economic growth in Indo-Pacific countries can only be revived by sound economic (power, 

water and transport) and social infrastructure (education and health). 

 Connectivity and inclusivity in the region must be based on comprehensive policies (robust 

legal and regulatory framework, interagency coordination) that can attract investment in 

infrastructure, build financial systems and shape digital economies — a necessary step to 

realise the Indo-Pacific trade potential. 

 Private investment in infrastructure must be mobilised. 

 India should prioritise creating a full-fledged Ministry of Blue Economy, with an effective 

institutional mechanism for coordination and leadership. 

 This will put all components of a blue economy, including security, maritime budgetary 

allocation, naval acquisitions, maritime trade, energy needs, transportation, connectivity, 

fisheries and marine exploration, under a single ambit. 

 India will need to develop a multi-layered approach towards cooperation in the region, 

matching its strengths and priorities with other countries, building inter-trade facilitation 

centres, with a focus on niche goods and services, and using technology to build responsive 

processes 

Conclusion 

The ‘new normal’ economic diplomacy should seek for balance between competition and 

cooperation, aspirations and the achievable, and regional and global. It should be navigated on the 
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strong foundation of rules-based collaboration. India’s concerted actions in the Indo-Pacific region 

will determine its evolution as a key player. This requires a Reimagination, reform, resolve and 

resilience based on trust and transparency. It is no longer about rising India, but how India could 

lead. 
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