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General Studies-2; Topic: Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements 
involving India and/or affecting India’s interests. 

 

Role of SAARC in Afghanistan 

 
Introduction  

• South Asia is the world’s most complex and closely watched region. 

• The region is beset with unsettled territorial disputes; it remains a theatre for ethnic, cultural, and 
religious tensions and rivalries. 

• US military withdrawal from Afghanistan has fuelled fears. 
 
Conflict in Afghanistan  

• Afghanistan has been a venue for two great wars. 

• The first began in 1979 when Soviet forces invaded Afghanistan. In response, the US made alliances 
— working with Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, and others while backing Afghan Mujahideens against the 
Soviets.  

• After the Soviets withdrew from Afghanistan in 1988, the US quickly followed suit.  

• The vacuum facilitated the growth of religious fanaticism and the emergence of the Taliban. 

• In the early 21st century, Afghanistan became a staging ground for the 9/11 terrorist attacks against 
America.  

• In 2001, the US military went into Afghanistan to Work attack the military capability of the Taliban 
regime. 

 
Regionalism  

• Regionalism can be a confidence-building measure to produce a common resolve to navigate 
common challenges.  
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• In 1985, at the height of the Cold War, leaders of South Asian nations created a regional forum - 
South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC).  

• Afghanistan was admitted as a member in 2007. 
 
Collective Commitment by SAARC 

• The third SAARC summit in 1987 adopted a Regional Convention on Suppression of Terrorism and 
updated it in 2004. 

• These instruments demonstrate the collective commitment to rid the region of terror and promote 
regional peace, stability, and prosperity. 

• SAARC underscored the need for cooperation on a regional basis for fighting the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

• As the largest regional cooperation organisation, SAARC’s importance in stabilising and effectively 
transforming the region is becoming increasingly self-evident. 

• In 36 years of existence, SAARC has developed a dense network of institutions, linkages, and 
mechanisms.  

• SAARC has made significant contributions to the development of civil society and track-two 
initiatives. 

 
Concerns / Challenges 

• Despite the framework SAARC provides for cooperation amongst South Asian nations, it has 
remained dormant since its 18th summit of 2014 in Kathmandu.  

• Allowing SAARC to become dysfunctional and irrelevant greatly distorts our ability to address the 
realities and mounting challenges facing SAARC nations. 

• The failure of South Asian nations to act in accord will plunge South Asia into a perilous theatre of 
discord. 

 
Way Forward 

• SAARC members are among the top troop-contributing countries to UN peacekeeping missions.  

• With the US withdrawal from Afghanistan, a joint peacekeeping force from the SAARC region 
under the UN aegis could be explored to fill the power vacuum that would otherwise be filled by 
terrorist and extremist forces. 

• SAARC is needed for the diplomacy and coordination that is needed between member-states in 
order too address the numerous threats and challenges the region faces. 

• If the geopolitical dynamics following World War II could allow France and Germany to interface 
effectively to create the European Union, there is no reason why India and Pakistan cannot come 
together. 

• SAARC has the capacity to bring nations together.  

• As Nelson Mandela said, “If you want to make peace with your enemy, you have to work with your 
enemy. Then he becomes your partner.” 
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