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INSIGHTS into EDITORIAL 

 
GENERAL STUDIES I 

 
1.Recognising caste-based violence against women 

 

                       

 

Context: 

The horror of the gang rape of a 19-year-old Dalit woman in Hathras in 2020 is still fresh in our 

minds.  

On the heels of the Hathras crime came a new judgment of the Supreme Court (Patan Jamal Vali v. 

State of Andhra Pradesh) addressing the intersectionality of caste, gender and disability.  

Activists, academics and lawyers argued that the sexual violence took place on account of the 

woman’s gender and caste and that the Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of 

Atrocities) Act, 1989 (PoA Act) must be invoked. 

 

Instances of courts set aside the PoA Act: 

In cases of sexual violence against Dalit and Adivasi women, courts have almost consistently set 

aside convictions under the PoA Act.  

1. In 2006 in Ramdas and Others v. State of Maharashtra, where a Dalit minor girl was raped, 

the Supreme Court set aside the conviction under the PoA Act stating that the mere fact that 
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the victim happened to be a woman who was member of an SC community would not attract 

the PoA Act.  

2. In Dinesh Alias Buddha v. State of Rajasthan (2006), the Supreme Court held: “It is not case 

of the prosecution that the rape was committed on the victim since she was a member of 

Scheduled Caste.”  

3. In Asharfi v. State of Uttar Pradesh (2017), the court held that the evidence and materials on 

record did not show that the appellant had committed rape on the ground that the victim 

was member of an SC community.  

4. In 2019, in Khuman Singh v. State of Madhya Pradesh, a case of murder, again the court 

held that the fact that the deceased was a member of an SC community was not disputed but 

there was no evidence to show that the offence was committed only on that ground; 

conviction under the PoA Act was set aside.  

There are several precedents insisting on an unrealistic burden of proof. This issue needs to be 

referred to a larger bench to take a different view. 

 

Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) Act, 1989 (PoA Act): 

The PoA Act was enacted to address atrocities against persons from SC and ST communities and 

was amended in 2015 to specifically recognise more atrocities against Dalit and Adivasi women 

including sexual assault, sexual harassment and Devadasi dedication.  

Section 3(2)(v) states that if any person not being an SC/ST member commits any offence under the 

IPC punishable with imprisonment of 10 years or more against a person on the ground that such a 

person is from an SC/ST community, he shall be punishable with imprisonment for life and with 

fine.  

This was amended in 2015, to change the phrase “on the ground that such person is a member of 

SC/ST” to “knowing that such person is a member of SC/ST”. 

 

Solution to address vulnerability: The intersectional approach will address the discrimination: 

Let us focus on the positive aspects first.  

The Supreme Court, in a first, elaborated on the need for an intersectional approach, to take into 

account the multiple marginalities that the victim faced.  

The intersectional discrimination need to understand how multiple sources of oppression 

operated cumulatively to produce a specific experience of subordination for the blind Dalit woman 

(in this case).  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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Placing special emphasis on making the criminal justice system more responsive to women with 

disabilities facing sexual assault, the court also laid down directions to train judges, the police and 

prosecutors to be sensitised in such cases. 

 

Burden of proof makes vulnerable women to sexual violence: 

In all the above mentioned judgments, the court held that there was no evidence to show that the 

accused committed sexual assault on the ground that the victim was member of an SC/ST 

community.  

The only evidence that can be led is that the victim was from an SC/ST community and that the 

accused was aware of that.  

When a woman is from a marginalised caste and is disabled, she faces discrimination due to her 

sex, caste/tribe and disability, all of which render her vulnerable to sexual violence.  

This is what intersectionality theory requires us to recognise. 

 

Recognition to intersectional discrimination by the court: 

1. In this Patan Jamal Vali v. State of Andhra Pradesh case, the victim of sexual assault was a 

blind 22-year-old Dalit woman.  

2. The trial court and the High Court had convicted the accused for rape under Section 376 of 

the Indian Penal Code (IPC), and under Section 3(2)(v) of the PoA Act, and sentenced him to 

life imprisonment.  

3. The Supreme Court, in its judgment, confirmed the conviction and the punishment for rape 

under the IPC but set aside the conviction under the PoA Act.  

4. On the one hand, this judgment is a huge step forward as the court used the opportunity to 

bring recognition to intersectional discrimination faced by women on the grounds of sex, 

caste and disability.  

5. However, by setting aside the conviction under the PoA Act, it is like many other previous 

judgments of the Supreme Court. 

 

Conclusion: 

As stated in the recent Parliamentary Standing Committee Report on Atrocities and Crimes 

against Women and Children, the “high acquittal rate motivates and boosts the confidence of 

dominant and powerful communities for continued perpetration”.  
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This judgment was a missed opportunity for the court to use intersectionality to uphold the 

conviction under the PoA Act or refer the matter to a larger bench if needed.  

We need to stop hiding behind smokescreens of hyper-technicality of evidence and recognise 

caste-based violence against women when it stares us in the face.  

Else, our caste discrimination laws will be rendered toothless. If intersectionality theory mattered in 

this case, it should have influenced an interpretation of the PoA Act that reflects the lived 

experiences of women facing sexual violence. 

Government should focus on implementation strategy. There should be proper investigation and 

speedy trial for the victims belonging to SC/ST community.  

This will help to build confidence among the marginalized section of the society. 

 

2.Breaking the cycle of child labour is in India’s hands 

 

                                

Context: 

The true extent of the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on child labour is yet to be measured but 

all indications show that it would be significant as children are unable to attend school and parents 

are unable to find work.  

However, not all the factors that contribute to child labour were created by the pandemic; most of 

them were pre-existing and have been exposed or amplified by it. 
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What the data show about child all round development: 

1. As the world enters the third decade of the 21st century, 152 million children around the 

world are still in child labour, 73 million of them in hazardous work.  

2. A Rapid Survey on Children (2013-14), jointly undertaken by the Ministry of Women and 

Child Development and UNICEF, found that less than half of children in the age group of 10-

14 years have completed primary education. These remain challenges we must overcome. 

3. The Census of India 2011 reports 10.1 million working children in the age group of 5-14 

years, out of whom 8.1 million are in rural areas mainly engaged as cultivators (26%) and 

agricultural labourers (32.9%).  

4. A Government of India survey (NSS Report, 2017-18) suggests that 95% of the children in the 

age group of 6-13 years are attending educational institutions (formal and informal) while 

the corresponding figures for those in the age group of 14-17 years is 79.6%.  

5. Hence, a large number of children in India remain vulnerable, facing physical and 

psychological risks to a healthy development. 

6. While multiple data vary widely on enrolment/attendance ratios in India, UNESCO estimates 

based on the 2011 Census record 38.1 million children as “out of school” (18.3% of total 

children in the age group of 6-13 years).  

7. Work performed may not appear to be immediately dangerous, but it may produce long-

term and devastating consequences for their education, their skills acquisition, and hence 

their future possibilities to overcome the vicious circle of poverty, incomplete education 

and poor-quality jobs.  

 

A decrease in India: child labour in India decreased in the decade: 

One piece of good news is that child labour in India decreased in the decade 2001 to 2011, and this 

demonstrates that the right combination of policy and programmatic interventions can make a 

difference.  

Policy interventions such as the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act 

(MGNREGA) 2005, the Right to Education Act 2009 and the Mid Day Meal Scheme have paved the 

way for children to be in schools along with guaranteed wage employment (unskilled) for rural 

families.  

Concerted efforts towards convergence of government schemes is also the focus of the 

implementation of the National Child Labour Project.  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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Ratifying International Labour Organization Conventions Nos. 138 and 182 in 2017, the Indian 

government further demonstrated its commitment to the elimination of child labour including 

those engaged in hazardous occupations. 

 

Subsequent lockdowns have worsened and compounded the socio-economic challenges for BPL 

Children: 

1. The child labour has declined during the past decade globally, estimates indicate that the 

rate of reduction has slowed by two-thirds in the most recent four-year period.  

2. These positive and negative trends have to be taken into account when developing India’s 

policy and programmatic response during and after the novel coronavirus pandemic. 

3. The economic contraction and lockdowns ensuing from the pandemic have affected all 

countries in Asia, leading to income reductions for enterprises and workers, many of them in 

the informal economy.  

4. The large number of returned migrant workers has compounded the socio-economic 

challenges.  

5. India experienced slower economic growth and rising unemployment even before the 

pandemic.  

6. Subsequent lockdowns have worsened the situation, posing a real risk of backtracking the 

gains made in eliminating child labour.  

7. With increased economic insecurity, lack of social protection and reduced household 

income, children from poor households are being pushed to contribute to the family income 

with the risk of exposure to exploitative work. 

8. Article 23 of the Indian Constitution any type of forced labour is prohibited. 

 

9. Article 24 states that a child under 14 years cannot be employed to perform any hazardous 

work. 

Challenges in education: 

1. The NSS Report No. 585 titled ‘Household Social Consumption on Education in India’ 

suggests that in 2017-18, only 24% of Indian households had access to an Internet facility, 

proportions were 15% among rural households and 42% among urban households.  

2. The Annual Status of Education Report (ASER) 2020 survey highlights that a third of the total 

enrolled children received some kind of learning materials from their teachers during the 

reference period (October 2020) as digital mode of education was opted for. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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3. With closure of schools and challenges of distance learning, children may drop out leaving 

little scope for return unless affirmative and immediate actions are taken.  

4. As many schools and educational institutions are moving to online platforms for continuation 

of learning, the ‘digital divide’ is a challenge that India has to reconcile within the next 

several years.  

 

Solution to address the digital divide in Education: 

The challenges are significant and manifold but it is not impossible to meet them if the right level 

of commitment among all the relevant stakeholders and the right mix of policy and programmatic 

interventions are present.  

1. It is through strategic partnerships and collaborations involving government, employers, 

trade unions, community-based organisations and child labour families that we could make a 

difference building back better and sooner.  

2. As we reinforce the commitment to protect children from unacceptable forms of work, our 

focus to mitigate the aftermath of the pandemic also remains.  

3. We need a strong alliance paving our way towards ending child labour in all its forms by 

2025 as countries around the world have agreed to in Sustainable Development Goal 8.7. 

4. India, currently, lacks the required infrastructure to teach its students digitally. We need 

stronger infrastructure to provide uninterrupted Internet connection and electronic devices 

to students if we are to narrow the digital divide. 

5. Learnings from other countries can be useful and similar initiatives can be taken up 

depending on state capacity and collaboration with private service providers.  

6. India can harness this opportunity by manufacturing digital equipment that can be used for 

education services as it serves the twin purpose of indigenous manufacturing and bridging 

the digital divide.  

7. Internet services in India, too, are amongst the cheapest in the world; hence, the provision of 

the Internet will be cheaper.  

8. Given the push for digital literacy, both manufacturing and service provision can lead to a 

meaningful change in this e-education space. 

 

Conclusion: 

Our actions today will determine the future of children tomorrow. 
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We, governments, employers, unions, civil society organisations and even individuals must rise and 

pledge to ‘Take Action against Child Labour’ as a part of the UN’s declaration of 2021 as the 

International Year for the Elimination of Child Labour.  

 

3.Towards a stronger mental health strategy 

 

          

 

Introduction: 

Mental health issues are a major health challenge in the world today.  

According to the World Health Organization (WHO), there is a 10-25-year life expectancy 

reduction in patients with severe mental disorders.  

About 72% of member states had a standalone policy or plan for mental health in 2017.  

India introduced the National Mental Health Policy (NMHP) in 2014, and a rights-based Mental 

Healthcare Act in 2017, which replaced the Mental Healthcare Act of 1987.  

 

State of Mental disorder in India: 

1. Recent reports published in Lancet revealed that one in seven people in India had a mental 

disorder ranging from mild to severe in 2017.  

2. Also, the proportional contribution of mental disorders to the total disease burden had 

doubled between 1990 and 2017.  

3. Mental disorders include depressive and anxiety disorders, schizophrenia and bipolar 

disorder.  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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4. This situation was generally worse in the southern States compared to the northern States 

due to the nature of development, modernisation, urbanisation and other factors not 

understood yet.  

5. Depressive disorders were more prevalent among females than males which could be due 

to sexual abuse, gender discrimination, stress due to antenatal and postnatal issues and 

other reasons. 

 

Range of Mental illnesses in society: 

1. Mental illnesses include anxiety disorders, psychotic disorders, mood disorders, substance 

use disorders, personality disorders and eating disorders.  

2. The majority of suicides in the world are related to psychiatric problems or to the illnesses 

listed above.  

3. Death by suicide is a complex phenomenon and not fully reported.  

4. Globally, the suicide rate was 10.6 per 1,00,000 population whereas in India, it was 16.3 per 

1,00,000 in 2016. The suicide rate was higher among males compared to females. 

5. Mental health may not be the primary concern in developing economies like India as there 

may be other communicable and non-communicable diseases which may be more prevalent.  

6. There are also challenges regarding funding, delivery of mental health packages, lack of 

trained staff, etc.  

7. However, these challenges need to be considered more seriously in the wake of COVID-19 as 

mental health issues are widely prevalent among the Indian population due to lockdowns 

and related issues. 

 

Mental health indicators through various reports: 

1. Studies in The Lancet Public Health (2019) revealed that median mental health spending 

across the world was around 2% of the total government health expenditure in 2015.  

2. In the case of low-income countries, it was around 0.5% of their health budget; for lower-

middle-income countries, it was 1.9%; for upper-middle-income countries, 2.4%; and for 

high-income countries, 5.1%.  

a. There was higher allocation in developed countries than in developing countries.  

3. Government expenditure on hospitals dealing with mental health issues as a percentage of 

total government expenditure on mental health is 1.3% in India; in developed countries, it 

ranges from 3% to 15%. 
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4. In India, the share of mental hospitals per 1,00,000 population is as low as 0.01 in line with 

developing countries, according to the WHO.  

5. This may possibly be due to the lack of focussed attention given to mental health compared 

to other major diseases in India. 

6. The people working in the mental health sector help us understand mental health issues 

better.  

a. India was ranked 107 with 0.292 per 1,00,000 population. Nurses, social workers and 

psychologists working in the mental health sector (per 1,00,000 population) in India 

are 0.796, 0.065, and 0.069, respectively.  

7. The leading countries in each of these three areas have 150.3, 145.4, and 222.6 per 1,00,000 

population.  

8. India’s ranking in this context among the WHO member countries was 97, 79 and 104, 

respectively. 

 

Various Measures for India to address the Mental Health Issues: 

1. In order to further address mental health issues,  

a. India could reduce the treatment gap for mental disorders,  

b. Increase the number of personnel in the mental health sector,  

c. Work towards reducing discriminatory attitudes, and  

d. Devise an integrated approach for detecting, treating, and managing patient needs.  

2. More counselling facilities, especially in rural areas, with special support for women through 

the provision of women doctors are needed.  

3. More telemedicine, telephone-based helpline numbers, and mental health apps could help.  

4. Communities and families have an important role in this regard and so do community-based 

programmes.  

5. School-based programmes on mental health can improve the mental health of children.  

6. More fund allocation for treatment of mental health, especially to those States in need of 

funds, could do wonders.  

7. Residential mental health services, particularly community ones, are an important 

component for good quality mental health care.  
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8. In most industrialised economies, there has been a growth of community healthcare 

facilities in line with the increase in patients with mental health issues.  

9. Research also shows that long-term patients with mental health issues are usually admitted 

to residential facilities.  

10. The distribution of community residential facilities globally for the median year 2016 showed 

India at the 58th position, with 0.017 units per 1,00,000 population among the WHO 

member countries. 

 

Way Forward: 

There needs to be a road map for mental health awareness.  

This should include the traditional media, government programmes, the education system, 

industry, and social media.  

Media awareness and government involvement is already happening in India but both can improve.  

It is high time that industry and private sector companies set up counselling facilities.  

The application of big data and crowd sourcing ideas may help us in informed decision-making. 

 

Conclusion: 

Pointing out that there was no authoritative data base in India, the doctors explained that lack of 

knowledge about mental healthcare provider delays the care for people with mental 

illness/intellectual disability and their families, which further increases the burden of illness, 

disability, associated treatment cost to the family and to community in general. 

The NMHP, National Health Mission, National Adolescent Health Programme, and Ayushman 

Bharat have the necessary components to address the mental health issues of all sections of the 

population.  

But more needs to be done in the context of COVID-19, which has exacerbated mental illnesses 

everywhere. 

The pandemic may be the best time to explore various policy options including creating online 

mental health awareness. 
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                                                                     GENERAL STUDIES II 
 

1.Refocused vaccination campaigns are possible 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Context: 

When a COVID-19 vaccine became available in March 2021, old people aged above 60 years went 

to the local hospital to get their first dose of the Serum Institute of India’s Covishield vaccine, the 

vaccine that was supposed to save the world.  

Seeing long lines and not wanting to risk being infected while waiting to be vaccinated, they 

returned home.  

This happened again the next day before a very helpful staff member of the World Health 

Organization (WHO) stepped in to help, taking them to a health centre early one morning and 

making sure they did not have to wait in a line to get vaccinated.  

This played out again in April 2021 for their second dose. This couple was lucky. 

 

Where the focus must be: Through a lens of equity and justice: 

Ensure we vaccinate aged people before we open vaccination to younger adults.  

This would prioritise people based on the risk of severe disease, and need essential principles if we 

plan with justice in mind. 

Local governments and municipalities should also prioritise vaccines for the historically 

marginalised by focusing through the lens of equity and justice.  
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It would mean ensuring that the vaccine roll-out does not result in avoidable differences in vaccine 

uptake and hence preventable disease and death between marginalised groups and the rest of the 

country.  

It would require prioritising the poor, religious minorities, socially disadvantaged castes, Adivasi 

communities, those living in remote areas, and women. 

 

Case Study: In Chhattisgarh prioritisation of the marginalised: 

1. One example of an equity-focused vaccination plan came from the Chhattisgarh 

government.  

2. The plan prioritised ration card holders, specifically because they are poor, and often live-in 

multi-generation, larger households, putting them at higher risk of infection.  

3. They also often lack access to mobile phones and the Internet, which are necessary to 

register for vaccination.  

4. Though the High Court asked that the plan be modified to provide vaccines to the general 

public alongside ration card holders, we would propose prioritisation of the marginalised 

when vaccine supply is limited in order to minimise the risk of severe outcomes due to 

COVID-19.  

5. WHO’s strategic advisory group of experts on immunisation recommend prioritising 

sociodemographic groups at significantly higher risk of severe disease or death (for 

vaccination) in the context of limited supply.  

6. We should ensure that we remove barriers to vaccination for the most vulnerable in India to 

minimise preventable disease and deaths. 

Enhancing Vaccine take up through Effective Local governments: 

1. In Indian villages, Accredited Social Health Activists (ASHAs) and Auxiliary Nurse-Midwives 

(ANMs) have vast experience and expertise with campaign-style pulse polio vaccination and 

newborn vaccination; their expertise should be harnessed to take vaccines to villagers. 

2. Urban slums and neighbourhoods, where socially disadvantaged caste and community 

groups, and migrants from Adivasi communities often reside, have poor access to and low 

levels of trust in the health-care system.  

3. Vaccines should be provided in camps or door-to-door in such areas. Appropriately, local 

governments are considering providing vaccines to older adults in door-to-door campaigns.  

4. A similar approach vaccination camps where people live and work could also greatly enhance 

vaccine uptake among essential workers and the poor.  
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5. We need to ensure that those who work for daily wages are able to get the vaccine without 

having to forego work or pay. 

6. Adivasi communities also reside in remote and forested areas that are also being ravaged by 

waves of death, presumably due to COVID-19; vaccine distribution should be prioritised to 

districts where they live.  

7. In India today, perhaps the most marginalised are religious minorities, and, specifically, poor 

Muslim communities. Vaccine distribution should also be prioritised to Muslim-dominated 

tier-3 towns across the country.  

8. An explicit focus on justice would prioritise the engagement of trusted spokespeople to 

engage in effective risk communication with vulnerable and marginalised communities, and 

to build trust in the vaccine. 

 

An idea that can implement: Women-only vaccine days: 

1. We need women-only vaccine days to ensure that women know that they are being 

prioritised.  

2. During the 1918 influenza pandemic, India was one of few locations where mortality was 

higher in women than in men, and we barely understand the drivers of this observation.  

3. In the current pandemic, it is very possible that if women are not explicitly prioritised, 

economic pressures to protect the (often male) breadwinner in families. 

4. The historically marginalised stature of women in society, will end up resulting in gender 

inequities in vaccine uptake early signs of exactly this have been recently reported. 

5. Unfortunately, our data during the pandemic do not allow us to examine whether gender, 

caste, religious, and indigenous identities have impacted the risk of SARS-CoV-2 infection or 

death.  

6. Despite global calls for better surveillance, including among vulnerable groups, India does 

not regularly report even gender-disaggregated data.  

7. Despite crowd-sourced efforts to collect and make data available, reporting of geographic 

and other meta-data for tests conducted and sequenced samples is variable across 

laboratories and States.  

8. Better leadership to standardise and enforce meta-data collection and timely reporting is 

essential to inform data-driven interventions and prioritised resource mobilisation. 

 

Equity and justice should implement in letter and spirit: 
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1. Local planning will need to go hand-in-hand with a refocus on equity and justice at the 

national and global levels as well.  

2. Nationally, people have recognised that digital apps for registration are a recipe for inequity 

along age, gender, and economic dimensions, and reports have highlighted the plight of 

those on the wrong side of the digital divide.  

3. Co-WIN data that are available to date show that vaccination rates have been inequitable 

between tribal and non-tribal areas, for example.  

4. Going forward, let us focus on first doing no harm get people vaccinated to save the lives 

most at risk.  

5. At the national level, the recent decision to procure vaccines centrally and make COVID-19 

vaccines available free of cost through the public system goes a long way towards ensuring 

equity and justice.  

6. WHO has been tireless in its call for the urgent need for vaccine equity at the global level.  

 

G7 leaders to sign Carbis Bay Declaration to prevent pandemic in 100 days: 

1. The present situation is a wake-up call for setting up vaccine distribution systems with 

equity in mind for the next pandemic. 

2. The leaders of the Group of Seven (G7) rich nations are on signed the ‘Carbis Bay 

Declaration’, a landmark global health declaration aimed at preventing future pandemics.  

3. The UK government said the G7 leaders will commit to using all their resources to prevent a 

pandemic from ever happening again. 

4. Under the Carbis Bay Declaration, the United Kingdom will establish a new centre to develop 

vaccines to prevent zoonotic diseases spreading from animals to humans. 

5. WHO welcomed the Carbis Bay Health Declaration, particularly as the world begins to 

recover and rebuild from the Covid-19 pandemic.  

6. Together we need to build on the significant scientific and collaborative response to the 

Covid-19 pandemic and find common solutions to address many of the gaps identified. 

 

Conclusion: 

At this time, unfortunately, poor countries are at the mercy of the European Union and the United 

States, who need to donate vaccines now.  
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They need to vaccinate the world alongside their own communities, they need to vaccinate 

grandparents everywhere alongside children and adolescents within their borders.  

Work during the 2009 H1N1 flu pandemic showed that willingness among the U.S. public to donate 

vaccines to the poorer countries was appreciable.  

Every life matters in this world and world leaders need to follow the lead of WHO and embody 

global solidarity in this pandemic. 

Refocused, rejuvenated local, national, and global vaccination campaigns are possible.  

 

2.Why democracy needs social media 

 

                 

 

Context: Social Media role in Pandemic: 

Has social media cumulatively helped the average citizen more in this pandemic than most modern 

governments?  

Yes. It connected broken healthcare, breaking news, kind volunteers and depressed loved ones 

through a digital string in a way a lot of heads of states failed to do.  

But we need these mediums for even more important reasons to amplify the crying rallies of the 

weak and curtail the trampling arrogance of the strong. 

Media constitutes the 4th pillar of democracy. It plays an important role in keeping democracy alive 

and thriving. The role of the media is vital as a watchdog for uncovering errors and wrongdoings in 

the democracy. 
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Rise of Social Media in recent decade: 

1. The phenomenal rise of social media (SM) platforms such as Facebook, Twitter and others is 

proving to be a double-edged sword in the functioning of democracies.  

2. On the one hand, it has democratised access to information. On the other hand, it has 

concentrated power over that information with a handful of private companies, their 

billionaire owners, and certain ideologically committed activist groups. 

3. Billions of netizens around the world now feel empowered to bypass traditional curators of 

information, such as journalists and editors, in searching for their choice of content.  

4. They have also become creators and disseminators of content, not just consumers of it.  

5. This is further accentuated by tech platforms directing more content at people similar to 

what they have already seen, thus creating echo chambers of like-minded groups. 

6. On the other hand, misinformation on social media can alter public opinion for the worse 

and create a sense of panic and restlessness among the public. 

7. Social media is a platform which is highly liberal and it allows common citizens to put 

forward their views regarding a policy, act or ordinance.  

8. Social media allows people to directly communicate with their leaders and vice versa.  

9. The public opinion is amplified on social media, making democracy more transparent and 

even stronger. 

 

Challenges of Social Media in Democracy: 

1. Social media has enabled a style of populist politics, which on the negative side allows hate 

speech and extreme speech to thrive in digital spaces that are unregulated, particularly in 

regional languages. 

2. Corporate and political power has overwhelmed large sections of the media, both print and 

visual, which lead to vested interests and destroy freedom. 

3. The rise of polarizing and divisive content has been a defining moment of modern politics, 

which is fed by fake news propagation through social media channels. 

4. Section 124a of IPC under which sedition is punishable by life imprisonment endanger the 

freedom of journalists. This lead to fear among journalists to work freely. 

5. Information Technology (Intermediary Guidelines and Digital Media Ethics Code) Rules, 2021 

imposes certain obligation on significant social media intermediaries. 
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6. Another dangerous element is the labelling and trolling of more rational voices or those 

who disagreed with the government’s actions or dominant public discourse as “anti-

national.” 

7. Many terror modules were busted by police in India, all of whose members were groomed, 

trained, funded and armed by their handlers on social networking sites.  

8. World over, there are cases of terrorist operations, especially lone wolf attacks, being 

coordinated through social media. 

 

Digital democracy can only evolve through platforms of freedom: 

For the first time in history, we have an instrument that can question the seemingly invincible 

governments, make them accountable and bring sustained change driven by people beyond one 

vote in years. 

According to Google Transparency Report, political parties mostly in the last two years have spent 

around $800 million (Rs 5,900 crore) on election ads.  

Just on Facebook India, political ads of Rs 107 crore were run in the last two years. The dark parody 

is that the political parties need social media to survive far more than the reverse to stay afloat. 

 

Way Ahead: 

1. Although India has the Press Council of India and specific regulations, the country needs 

more detailed law regarding the media to protect not only the freedom of expression and 

speech but also journalists’ safety. 

2. There is a need to establish independent press councils, media watch groups, Ombudsmen, 

and other media self‐regulatory bodies autonomous from the government. 

3. Similarly the media Wing of the I&B Ministry has been assisting various arms of the 

government in keeping an eye on activities on various social media platforms. Such practices 

must be encouraged at all scales and institutions. 

4. Several Social Media houses have put up a mix of automated and human driven editorial 

processes to promote or filter certain types of content. 

5. These Artificial Intelligence units will automatically flash the danger of mis reporting every 

time an image or news is shared. This practice must be strengthened and disseminated. 
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Conclusion: 

As India is not a surveillance state, there must not be any illegal or unconstitutional check on the 

right to privacy and freedom of speech and expression which are the fundamental rights of every 

citizen. 

Social media awareness is needed which may enable citizens to be in a position to distinguish 

between truth and falsehood – and to know when democratic processes are being manipulated. 

There must be a balance as the Constitutions itself has provided several limitations on one’s right 

to speech and expression. 

Social Media Platforms can provide safeguards in the event that democratic processes are being 

intentionally disrupted or harmful falsehoods are spreading, it can help people find out what is 

true. 

 

3.Delhi’s Master Plan 2041, its key areas and challenges 

 

                

 

Context: 

The Delhi Development Authority gave its preliminary approval to the draft Master Plan for Delhi 

2041.  

The draft is now in the public domain for objections and suggestions from citizens, after which it 

will be enforced. 
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A master plan of any city is like a vision document by the planners and the land-owning agency of 

the city, which gives a direction to the future development.  

It includes analysis, recommendations, and proposals keeping in mind the population, economy, 

housing, transportation, community facilities, and land use. The current master plan of Delhi 

Master Plan 2021 expires this year. 

 

What is the Master Plan 2041 for Delhi? 

The draft of the Master Plan for Delhi 2041 comprises two volumes and 22 chapters, which seeks to 

“foster a sustainable, liveable and vibrant Delhi by 2041”.  

The master plan is one of the key instruments that facilitates Delhi’s development.  

It is a ‘strategic’ and ‘enabling’ framework to guide the growth of the city and it builds upon 

lessons learnt from implementation of the previous plans of 1962, 2001 and 2021. The Delhi 

Development Authority is the anchor agency for the master plan. 

The first volume is an introduction, providing an overview of Delhi in present times, its global and 

regional positioning, estimates of population, and projections for 2041. 

 

How does the master plan tackle environmental pollution, one of the biggest crises of Delhi? 

1. The draft plan aims to minimise vehicular pollution through key strategies, including a 

switch to greener fuels for public transport and adoption of mixed-use of transit-oriented 

development (also known as TOD).  

2. It also addresses improving the quality of water, which is taken from the Yamuna river as 

well as various lakes, natural drains and baolis.  

3. The draft lays a clear boundary of the buffer zone near the Yamuna river and explores how 

to develop it.  

4. As per the plan, a green buffer of 300-metre width shall be maintained wherever feasible 

along the entire edge of the river. 

 

How is the Master Plan 2041 different from the 2021 Master Plan? 

1. The world has gone through a drastic change due to the pandemic, and the growing 

population has led to shrinking spaces and unemployment.  

2. The Master Plan 2041 aims to develop common community spaces to provide refuge spots, 

common kitchens and quarantine space in an emergency.  
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3. To improve the night-time economy, the plan focuses on cultural festivals, bus 

entertainment, metro, sports facilities, and retail stores included in Delhi Development 

Authority (DDA)’s Night Life Circuit plan.  

4. It also proposes to reduce vulnerability to airborne epidemics through decentralised 

workspaces, mandatory creation of open areas, better habitat design and green-rated 

developments to reduce dependence on mechanical ventilation systems. 

5. Decentralised workspaces shall be promoted in the form of co-working spaces, shared 

workspaces within slum rehabilitation projects, support for home-based work, etc.  

 

What challenges will its implementation face? 

The master plan on paper looks like a perfect document for the city’s progress.  

However, when the implementing agencies try to replicate it on the ground, they face challenges 

like confrontation from political wings, lack of resources and funds, corruption in different 

departments, lack of political and bureaucratic will and multiplicity of agencies.  

For instance, despite talks of increasing surface parking, removing junk vehicles, imposing fines for 

dumping debris, garbage burning, and segregation of waste, a lot of these things could never be 

implemented.  

In some cases, like, increasing parking or increasing its charges, there is resistance from politicians 

due to vote-bank politics.  

In other cases, lack of funds and improper implementation mar the projects. 

 

What are the main focus areas of the master plan?  

In the housing sector, it talks about incentivising rented accommodation by inviting private players 

and government agencies to invest more, keeping in mind the large migrant population.  

It addresses parking problems and suggests a ‘user pays’ principle, which means users of all 

personal motor vehicles, except for non-motorised ones, have to pay for authorised parking 

facilities, spaces and streets. 

Environment:  

The city is quite green, although such spaces are inequitably distributed and their quality needs to 

be improved at many places.  

Moreover, Delhi suffers from consistently high levels of air, water and noise pollution. 
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The River Yamuna is severely polluted, threatening not only environmental assets and the local 

biodiversity, but also the health of citizens.  

The document proposes to improve the environment, with emphasis on preservation and 

enhancement of ecological heritage (Yamuna riverfront development, biodiversity parks). 

The draft MPD 2041 stresses the need to augment the city’s preparedness to deal with pollution, 

for which it proposes a blue-green policy that integrates drains (blues) with the green areas around 

it.  

There is provision to adopt strict norms to tackle air, water and noise pollution and Special Green 

Economic Uses that will have low floor-area ratio and large green areas. 

Heritage assets:  

Delhi is a cultural capital and has a large number of heritage assets. The preservation of assets and 

their adaptive reuse must be promoted to prevent degradation and loss. 

Vulnerability:  

Delhi falls in seismic zone four and is under high risk of earthquakes, fire outbreaks and flooding.  

High built densities, poor quality and age of built stock further increase this vulnerability.  

The COVID-19 pandemic has brought into focus the need to create self-contained and mixed-use 

areas with decentralised infrastructure. 

Economic potential:  

Delhi must fully realise its niche role and potential as an economic hub. Specialty health and higher 

education are focus areas.  

Cleaner production, startups, innovation and cyber economies have to be promoted by providing a 

variety of flexible and shared spaces to entrepreneurs in addition to opportunities and good 

working conditions.  

Niche sectors such as specialty health, higher education, tourism and meetings, incentives, 

conferences and exhibitions (MICE), modern logistics and specialised trade also need to be 

promoted. 

 

Conclusion: 

The challenge of multiplicity of agencies needs to be dealt with by the government.  

This will increase coordination and cooperation among these agencies. 

There must be a strict adherence to plans for cleaning of water bodies and drains which has been a 

challenge for agencies in Delhi for years.  
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There is also a plan to develop spaces for yoga, active sports, open air exhibitions, museums and 

information centres, and other low impact public uses. 

Dumping of waste in the Yamuna River also needs to be strictly regulated. 

A blue-green infrastructure, cycling infrastructure, walking circuits for pedestrians, and focus on 

unauthorised colonies to make it less dense. 

 

4.IISc-Bangalore top research institute in world, reveals QS World Rankings 2022 

 

                      

Context: 

Indian Institute of Science Bangalore (IISc) is the world's top research university, reveals in the QS 

World University Rankings 2022. 

The report that was released ranked universities on six parameters including the Citations per 

Faculty (CPF) indicator when universities are adjusted for faculty size. IISc achieved a perfect score 

of 100/100. 

In this metric, IISc beat global top universities even MIT (Massachusetts Institute of Technology 

which is the global ranking topper) to the top spot. These institutes too secured a 100/100 score for 

the parameter. 

 

About QS World University Rankings: 

Quacquarelli Symonds (QS) is a leading global career and education network for ambitious 

professionals looking to further their personal and professional development. 

The ‘QS World University Rankings’ is an annual publication of university rankings which comprises 

the global overall and subject rankings. 
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Six parameters and their weightage for the evaluation: 

1. Academic Reputation (40%) 

2. Employer Reputation (10%) 

3. Faculty/Student Ratio (20%) 

4. Citations per faculty (20%) 

5. International Faculty Ratio (5%) 

6. International Student Ratio (5%) 

QS develops and successfully implements methods of comparative data collection and analysis used 

to highlight institutions’ strengths. 

 

Status Higher education system in India: 

India’s higher education has various structural issues. With no university among the ranks of world 

class universities, India’s higher education system is termed as poor, structurally flawed. 

1. The growth rate of India in the last two decades can directly attribute to the higher 

education system.  

2. If India wants to greater growth, it must transform its universities and other higher technical 

education institution to world class institutions, then its higher education system must be 

reformed.  

3. Since, the country must safeguard the interests of young researchers, besides providing a 

strong platform for research and ensure permanent appointments for faculty members. 

4. IIT Delhi, which has become India's second-best university, having risen from 193 to 185, and 

superseded Indian Institute of Science Bangalore (IISc Bangalore), which has fallen in rank 

from 185 to 186 . 

5. Jawaharlal Nehru University was among the institutes that made its debut in the QS World 

University Rankings, placing in the 561st-570th band. 

 

Highly Lacunae problem: Lack of new teaching methods: 

1. The Indian higher education system has been following lecture drive method for several 

years.  

2. This has turned ineffective and not sufficient in many areas. Besides, there is a lack of 

teacher's learning and development areas need which is should be in the form educating 

them.  
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3. There are no approaches like mentoring, spot visits, practical educational tours and 

involvement in research projects with peers.  

4. Finally, one need to change the teacher’s training curriculum along with content, subject and 

methodology.  

5. Teachers must be encouraged take short duration professional training courses, which could 

help to strengthen the teacher's learning and development areas.  

 

Privatisation and Regulation:  

1. India barely spends 2.5% of its budgetary allocations on education. This is far below the 

required amount needed to upgrade the infrastructure at public institutes.  

2. Nearly 65% of the UGC budget is utilised by the central universities when the share of state 

universities in student enrolments is much higher. 

3. Withdrawal of public sector has left the space open for private institutions that have turned 

education into a flourishing business. Most of the teachers in private colleges are underpaid 

and overworked. 

4. Nearly 35% of professor posts and 46% of assistant professor posts out of total sanctioned 

strength remain vacant across the country. 

5. Indian universities persist in separating research and teaching activities. Monetary incentives 

for academia are practically non-existent, and Indian R&D expenditure at 0.62% of GDP is 

one of the lowest in emerging economies. Indian universities rank low in both research and 

teaching. 

 

Focus should be on Learning Outcomes: 

1. There is no syllabus for integrating development concepts like emotional competencies, life 

skills and info-savvy skills. etc.  

2. Education institutions often lack the emphasis for pointing out on the learning outcomes 

than content teaching.  

3. Many institutions never take the initiative to collaborate or participate with international 

institutes in order to get the exposure of digital learning methods or technologies.  

4. Shortage of quality faculty is proving to be a great stumbling block in the transformation of 

higher education in India.  
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5. According to a government report, there is a massive need for expansion in higher education; 

but there is also a lack of deserving Ph.D. candidates for faculty positions in the higher 

education.  

6. This has created a shortage of almost 54 percent in the faculty talent pool in higher 

education, such a deficiency will greatly prove to be a stumbling block, which mainly due to 

the bad decisions taken by policymakers, bureaucrats, and university administrators. 

7. Most of the Indian higher education system lacks strong teaching-learning process and 

research. 

 

Conclusion: 

This year too, just three Indian universities attained a place among the global top 200 -- Indian 

Institute of Technology Bombay, which retains its status as Indian number-one for the fourth 

consecutive year. 

Education is a concurrent list subject. Apart from a consensus between the centre and the states, 

all the other stakeholders including institutions, public and academicians should also be consulted. 

The role of higher education in shaping the student’s future depends on a transparent, progressive, 

socially responsible and ethical educational system. 

 

5.A ‘reform wave’ Lakshadweep could do without 
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Context: 

Praful Khoda Patel, who took additional charge as Administrator, Lakshadweep, in December last 

year, is in the news for having introduced a slew of draft legislation that will have a wide-ranging 

impact on the islands:  

1. The Lakshadweep Animal Preservation Regulation, 2021;  

2. The Prevention of Anti-Social Activities Regulation (PASA);  

3. The Lakshadweep Panchayat Regulation, 2021 and  

4. Lakshadweep Development Authority Regulation 2021.  

Addressing the media in the face of widespread criticism of these measures, Mr. Patel says he 

intends to develop Lakshadweep like neighbouring Maldives, “a renowned international tourist 

destination”. 

Adding to this, the Collector of Lakshadweep says, It was only in 2017 that the Centre constituted 

the Island Development Agency under the Home Minister for the development of the islands.  

 

About Lakshadweep Islands: 

India’s smallest Union Territory, Lakshadweep is an archipelago consisting of 36 islands with an 

area of 32 sq km. It is directly under the control of the Centre through an administrator. 

The Capital is Kavaratti and it is also the principal town of the UT. Pitti island, which is uninhabited, 

has a bird sanctuary. 

There are three main group of islands: 

1. Amindivi Islands 

2. Laccadive Islands 

3. Minicoy Island. 

Amindivi Islands are the northernmost while Minicoy island is the southernmost. All are tiny islands 

of coral origin (Atoll) and are surrounded by fringing reefs. 

 

Lakshadweep society: 

1. The society in all islands is matriarchal. The religion is Islam of the pristine Shafi school of 

law. When Islam came to the islands is debated.  

2. A paradise set in the Arabian Sea, the archipelago of Lakshadweep also gives India a vast and 

exclusive economic zone with three distinct ecosystems: land, lagoon and ocean.  
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3. Fishery is a primary occupation here. The language, except in Minicoy, is Malayalam; in 

Minicoy, Mahl is spoken, a language akin to the 17th century Divehi of the Maldives. 

4. Vatteluttu was the earliest script used with its heavy Sanskrit component and this system of 

autography is in evidence in the sailing manuals of local pilots (malmis), on inscriptions on 

tombstones and those in some mosques/pallis.  

5. With the introduction of Islam, Arabi-Malayalam, with Malayalam in Arabic script and 

associated with the literature of the Mappilas that developed on the mainland, also came 

into use on the islands. 

 

Administration and Tourism: 

1. The office of the Administrator, Lakshadweep was also among the first in India to be 

computerised with a mainframe and fax machine; every island in Lakshadweep had a 

computer by 1990.  

2. Endorsed with outlays by the Eighth, Ninth and Tenth Finance Commissions (1984-2005), this 

established, in the words of the last of these Commissions “speedy and accurate generation 

of accounting information that might be needed for purposes of better planning, budgeting 

and monitoring”. 

3. Admittedly, there is much room for improvement. Today, long lines and refrigeration have 

aided the expansion of the fishing sector but income disparities have grown.  

4. Indiscriminate trawling endangers the coral, as experienced in the Maldives and now banned 

there.  

5. Revenue from tourism has declined with the closure of resorts (including at Bangaram) from 

litigation.  

 

Recently introduced Beef Ban and Goonda Act:  

1. The people of Lakshadweep have also opposed the administrator of trying to interfere in the 

traditional life by introducing a ban on buying or selling beef products. 

2. The Goonda Act being introduced in the island that has negligible crime rate and revoking of 

restrictions on alcohol for benefit of tourism also have attracted criticism from the islanders.  

3. Some things that were equally non satisfactory were that the island descended from being 

COVID 19 free region to developing more than 6800 cases in a year. 

4. Also the mandatory quarantine if the island bound travellers was done away with in the 

leadership of Praful Khoda Patel. 
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5. Other initiatives by the administrator include panchayat rules designed to restrict the 

population growth in a territory where, according to the National Health and Family Survey-

5 (2019-20), the total fertility rate is 1.4 (which is far behind the national average of 2.2) and 

relaxing prohibition, extant in the Union Territory because of public demand. 

  

6. Worse still is the relaxation of quarantine restrictions for travel which have introduced the 

novel coronavirus into a pandemic-free archipelago. 

 

Critics argued: A ‘no’ to the Maldives model: 

1. Deliberations of the IDA wanted that Lakshadweep, with its land ownership constitutionally 

protected, be opened to international tourism not as a means of generating wealth for 

investors from the mainland but to bring prosperity to the islanders.  

2. Specifically rejecting the Maldives model, the plan for Lakshadweep required that the 

industry had to be people-centric and enrich the fragile coral ecology.  

3. Lakshadweep today has rainwater harvesting facilities, first introduced in government 

buildings on every island and now accessible in every home.  

4. Solar power, which covers 10% of lighting needs, makes Lakshadweep a pioneer in India’s 

present flagship initiative.  

5. All islands have been connected by helicopter service since 1986, and high-speed passenger 

boats were purchased in the 1990s by an international tender.  

6. A study by the National Institute of Oceanography found practical applications, helping a 

redesign of the tripods reinforcing the beaches against sea erosion, and ensuring piped water 

supply especially designed to draw from the fresh water lens that, in every coral island, 

floats on the saline underground seawater at the core of every coral island, so as not to 

disturb the slim lens. 

7. The islands boast total literacy. Minicoy had among the country’s first Navodaya Vidyalayas.  

8. Vernacular building traditions are the theme of all government housing projects 

undertaken in the islands in the 1980s, with leading architects providing the designs.  

9. Kavaratti has a desalination wind-powered plant gifted by the Danish government.  

10. And although the poverty line in terms of GDP is only slightly higher than the World Bank’s 

poverty threshold, Lakshadweep today has no poor people; they have a high calorific 

consumption from plentiful foods harvested from the lagoons and islands. 
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Conclusion: 

A clear policy must include conservation and natural resource management arrived at after wide 

consultation, eminently possible within the existing infrastructure of the Union Territory, and also 

taking into account climatic compulsions.  

Maldives is hardly a suitable model. Water bungalows — an expensive concept and also hazardous 

to the coral favoured by the NITI Aayog, would collapse in Lakshadweep’s turbulent monsoon.  

The Government should recognise the need to develop policies for enhancing employment 

opportunities, environment-friendly management of fisheries, sanitation, waste disposal and 

widening access to drinking water, with the youth, having acquired a modern education, preferring 

salaried jobs over pursuing traditional occupations.  

 

6.Blended learning won’t work 

 

                                 

 

Context: 

A recent circular by the University Grants Commission (UGC) proposes that all higher educational 

institutions (HEI) teach 40% of any course online and the rest 60% offline.  

The concept note circulated by the UGC argues that this “blended mode of teaching” and learning 

paves the way for increased student engagement in learning, enhanced student-teacher 

interactions, improved student learning outcomes and more flexible teaching and learning 

environments, among other things.  
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Advantages of Blended Learning: 

1. The note also enlists key benefits such as increased opportunity for institutional 

collaborations at a distance and enhanced self-learning accruing from blended learning (BL). 

2. Another claim is that Blended Learning benefits the teachers as well. It shifts the role of the 

teacher from being a “knowledge provider to a coach and mentor”.  

3. The note says this will enable teachers to have a greater influence and effect on students’ 

learning.  

4. Further, as against traditional classroom instruction which is “teacher-directed, top-down, 

and one-size-fits-all”, BL is “student-driven, bottom-up, and customized”.  

5. The note adds that BL introduces flexibility in assessment and evaluation patterns as well.  

6. Educators wish to embrace the forward-looking proposal but the ground reality is different. 

 

Challenges for Blended Learning: 

1. The latest All India Survey on Higher Education (2019-20) report shows that 60.56% of the 

42,343 colleges in India are located in rural areas and 78.6% are privately managed.  

2. Can these colleges successfully implement BL? And what would be the cost of such 

education? 

3. Only big corporates are better placed to invest in technology and provide such learning.  

4. Second, according to datareportal statistics, Internet penetration in India is only 45% as of 

January 2021.  

5. This policy will only exacerbate the existing geographical and digital divide resulting in the 

exclusion of a large number of rural students.  

6. Third, BL leaves little room for all-round formation of the student that includes the 

development of their intelligent quotient, emotional quotient, social quotient, physical 

quotient and spiritual quotient.  

7. What is the guarantee that BL will enhance interactions between students and teachers that 

lead to personality development, character building and career formation?  

8. The listening part and subsequent interactions with the teacher may get minimised.  

9. Also, the concept note assumes that all students who enter the arena of higher education 

have similar learning styles and have a certain amount of digital literacy to cope with the 

suggested learning strategies of BL. This is far from true.  
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10. Education in India is driven by a teacher-centred approach. Expecting these students to 

switch over quickly to collaborative and technology-enabled learning will be stressful for 

them and may accentuate the existing dropout rate in higher education. 

 

The role of Universities: 

1. Higher education institutions are not only about students. They are also meant to be a space 

for teachers. Every society needs teachers.  

2. They are not merely knowledge providers. They do have a responsibility to introduce 

students to all sources of knowledge.  

3. But they are also knowledge creators. What happens on the campuses is dialogue. And by 

interacting with generations of students and colleagues, one learns to think. Thinking does 

not happen in isolation. 

4. We need different kinds of teachers in each discipline on our campuses. They bring with 

them diverse ways of looking at the world.  

5. The student must have an opportunity to be in the company of differences and 

disagreements. It is this that would help her democratise herself. 

6. Another important role of the universities, especially in the context of India, is to help 

democratise society.  

7. The campuses give the youth relative freedom from the shackles of communities they come 

from.  

8. One can safely say that a feminist formation like Pinjra Tod cannot be imagined without the 

physical campuses. 

 

Recommendations: 

Given these challenges, it is worth considering a few recommendations.  

1. The government should ensure equity in access to technology and bandwidth for all HEIs 

across the country free of cost.  

2. Massive digital training programmes must be arranged for teachers. Even the teacher-

student ratio needs to be readjusted to implement BL effectively.  

3. This may require the appointment of a greater number of teachers. The design of the 

curriculum should be decentralised and based on a bottom-up approach.  
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4. More power in such education-related policymaking should be vested with the State 

governments.  

5. Switching over from a teacher-centric mode of learning at schools to the BL mode at the 

tertiary level will be difficult for learners.  

 

 

Conclusion: 

Hence, the government must think of overhauling the curriculum at the school level as well.  

The new move should not come as a surprise as this government has, right from the beginning, 

seen physical campuses as a “nuisance”.  

It has unleashed its student wing to discipline students and teachers, used punitive measures and 

nearly finished them off as deliberative spaces. This is yet another move to tighten control over 

classrooms. 

Finally, periodical discussions, feedback mechanisms and support services at all levels would 

revitalise the implementation of the learning programme of the National Education Policy 2020, BL, 

and lead to the actualisation of the three cardinal principles of education policy: access, equity 

and quality. 

 

7.Needed: full disclosure on electoral bonds 
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Introduction: 

In 2014, the Delhi High Court held that two major political parties were guilty of illegally accepting 

donations from two companies registered in India but whose controlling shareholder was Vedanta, 

a foreign company.  

The court held that this was in contravention of the Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Act (FCRA), 

1976, as the donations accrued from “foreign sources” within the meaning of law. 

Following this indictment, the two parties came together in the last memorable bipartisan move.  

In 2016 and 2018, the government amended the FCRA through the annual Finance Bills, to 

retrospectively legalise the violations.  

The amendments and subsequent changes brought in by the current government enabled new and 

regressive pathways that afford full anonymity to corporate and foreign political donors. 

 

About Electoral Bonds: 

Electoral Bond is a financial instrument for making donations to political parties. 

State Bank of India is authorised to issue and encash these bonds, which are valid for fifteen days 

from the date of issuance. 

These bonds are redeemable in the designated account of a registered political party. The bonds 

are issued in multiples of Rs. 1,000, Rs. 10,000, Rs. 1 lakh, Rs. 10 lakh and Rs. 1 crore without any 

maximum limit. 

The bonds are available for purchase by any person (who is a citizen of India or incorporated or 

established in India) for a period of ten days each in the months of January, April, July and October 

as may be specified by the Central Government. 

 

Supreme Court suggested “Match the Following”: 

1. Recently hearing a Public Interest Litigation (PIL) by the Association of Democratic Reforms 

(ADR), the Supreme Court downplayed the concerns of the corrupting influence of 

anonymous corporate and foreign money.  

2. It offered us voters the suggestion of “match the following”. 

3. Earlier, only profit-making domestic companies could contribute to political parties; now 

loss-making companies can too.  

4. Earlier, foreign companies or companies where the controlling stake was held by a foreign 

company couldn’t contribute; now they can.  
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5. India’s political parties could theoretically be fully funded by a foreign company operating in 

India or by a foreign entity through a shell company. 

 

Misuse of Electoral Bonds: 

A new form of anonymity: 

In 2017, the then Finance Minister said anonymous cash donations to political parties would be 

reduced from ₹20,000 to ₹2,000 to ensure greater transparency in political funding.  

However, the concurrent introduction of electoral bonds brought a new form of anonymity to 

thousands of crores of donations.  

It drastically reduced public and legislative oversight. Only the ruling party via the State Bank of 

India (SBI) has a full account of all donations being made via electoral bonds, to itself and to 

Opposition parties.  

Parliament, the Election Commission and the Opposition parties do not have this information, nor 

do the public. 

 

According to author, suggesting a “match the following” is incorrect for three reasons: 

1. If we set aside individual donors and focus just on registered entities, we will find that the 

full scale of registered entities is unknown.  

2. Even if registered companies filed annual financial statements, many do not disclose political 

donations.  

3. Crucially, political parties do not need to disclose their electoral bond donors either. 

4. According to back-of-the-envelope calculations, there are close to 25 lakh potential donors 

comprising just companies and firms.  

5. This includes about 12.6 lakh active private limited companies as of January 31, 2021.  

6. Unlike what is stated in the judgment, the annual reports of all these companies are not 

readily accessible on the website of the Ministry of Corporate Affairs.  

7. More than 12 lakh firms filed income tax returns for the assessment year 2018-19.  

8. Firms, unlike companies, have no regulatory mandate to submit their annual reports except 

for filing their annual tax returns, since their functioning is regulated by Acts other than the 

Companies Act of 2013. 

9. Even if these documents are indeed filed and available in the public domain, they will not 

specify donations to parties.  
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10. Conveniently, the Finance Bill of 2017 amended Section 182 of the Companies Act of 2013 to 

remove the requirement for declaring disaggregated donations to political parties.  

11. At best, company statements might have a total aggregate amount of all donations, including 

philanthropic ones.  

12. If we are lucky, these might be sub-categorised as “political contributions through electoral 

bonds.”  

13. Nowhere are donations to specific political parties required to be mentioned. 

 

Track potential company and firm donors is impossible for an average voter: 

1. The “match the following” suggestion of the Supreme Court falls flat on its face.  

2. It is impossible for an average voter to pore over documents of lakhs of entities and track 

potential company and firm donors.  

3. Further, recipient-wise information is unavailable. Unlike the tall claims of electoral bonds 

enabling transparency, it is only RTI applications with the SBI that offer a glimpse into the 

crores of money funding political parties, and therefore influencing public policies.  

4. If they chose to, the Supreme Court or the legislature could order full and real-time 

disclosure, to the actual benefit of transparency and accountability.  

5. Instead, meagre civil society resources are expended in filing PILs and RTI applications, at 

significant personal risk. 

The Right to Information (RTI) Act of 2005 enables easier access to information held by public 

authorities.  

No ordinary person has the resources to navigate documents on obfuscating government websites 

or pore over income tax returns.  

The few civic and non-profit organisations that attempt to simplify information to enable 

accountability have been systematically delegitimised. 

 

Winners and losers: 

In effect, electoral bonds give political power to companies, wealthy individual donors, and foreign 

entities, thus diluting the universal franchise of one voter-one vote.  

Every vote is not equally valuable if companies can influence policies through hidden donations.  

The winner of this arrangement is the ruling party, whether at the Centre or in a State, and the 

loser is the average voter.  
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Companies and political parties could exercise moral leadership and voluntarily disclose the 

identity of recipients and donors. 

Till then, voters are stuck with a ruling party with war chests of resources, being subject to 

relentless election campaigns, while donors surreptitiously and directly influence policy. 

 

Conclusion: 

Voters can also help bring in substantial changes by demanding awareness campaigns. If voters 

reject candidates and parties that overspend or bribe them, democracy would move a step higher. 

It is essential that if democracy is to thrive, the role of money in influencing politics ought to be 

limited. Thus, it is imperative that the scheme of the electoral bonds should be revised. 

The government should take into account the distorting effect of the electoral bonds scheme and 

take measures to remove the provisions in the scheme that leaves the scope for its misuse. 

 

8.Significant progress in SDGs on clean energy, health: NITI index 

 

              

 

Context: 

India saw significant improvement in the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) related to clean 

energy, urban development and health in 2020, according to the NITI Aayog’s 2020 SDG Index.  

However, there has been a major decline in the areas of industry, innovation and infrastructure as 

well as decent work and economic growth. 
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Kerala retained the top spot followed by Himachal Pradesh while Bihar featured at the bottom of 

Niti Aayog's index for sustainable development goals (SDG), the latest data released. 

The SDG index evaluates the progress of states and union territories on social, economic and 

environmental criteria and is released every year by the government. 

At the other end of the scale, Bihar, Jharkhand and Assam were the worst performing States. 

However, all States showed some improvement from last year’s scores, with Mizoram and Haryana 

seeing the biggest gains. 

 

What is SDG India Index? 

The Index for Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) evaluates progress of states and Union 

Territories (UTs) on various parameters including health, education, gender, economic growth, 

institutions, climate change and environment.  

First launched in December 2018, the index has become the primary tool for monitoring progress 

on the SDGs in India.  

It has also fostered competition among the states and UTs by ranking them on the global goals. 

The index is a key tool for focused policy dialogue, formulation and implementation through 

development actions, in line with the global SDG framework.  

It helps in identifying crucial gaps related to tracking the SDGs and the need for India to develop its 

statistical systems. 

 

India’s strong commitment to SDGs: 

1. As home to one sixth of humanity, a significant share of the world’s developmental 

challenges and opportunities by scale, and some of the world’s largest and most ambitious 

developmental and social inclusion schemes and programmes, India’s lessons can provide a 

useful lens for the localisation of SDGs in other parts of the world. 

2. The SDGs have cemented their role as the world community’s answer to development 

challenges.  

3. SDGs break down the social, economic, and environmental themes into 17 goals and 169 

targets, thereby enabling policymakers and implementors around the world to design 

effective and timely policies and initiatives. 

4. India has given its strong commitment to SDGs. Its key major developmental programmes, 

the strategies for a ‘New India’ by 2022, and the country’s vision for 2030 are aligned with 

the spirit of the SDGs. 
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5. The localisation of SDGs has been ascribed utmost importance, as the states and Union 

Territories (UTs) are the actual implementors of the country’s ambitious development 

agenda.  

6. While NITI Aayog sets the high-level framework and monitors progress at national and sub-

national levels, the implementation of the SDGs agenda is rigorously pursued by the states 

and UTs. 

 

Holistic developmental indicators have been used: 

1. Developed by a global consultative process on holistic development, the 17 SDGs have a 

2030 deadline.  

2. The NITI Aayog launched its index in 2018 to monitor the country’s progress on the goals 

through data-driven assessment, and foster a competitive spirit among the States and Union 

Territories in achieving them. 

3. In March, a UN assessment of the impact of COVID-19 on the SDGs said the region India is 

part of may see rising inequality due to the pandemic.  

4. The NITI Aayog Index shows some improvement in the SDG on inequality, but a look at the 

indicators used to assess this goal shows that the think tank has changed the goalposts. 

5. In 2019, the indicators for inequality included the growth rates for household expenditure 

per capita among the bottom 40% of rural and urban populations, as well as the Gini 

coefficient, a measure of the distribution of income in rural and urban India.  

6. The 2018 indicators included the Palma ratio, another metric for income inequality. 

 

Greater weightage to social equality indicators: 

1. It gives greater weightage to social equality indicators such as the percentage of women and 

SC/ST representatives in State legislatures and the Panchayati raj institutions, and the levels 

of crime against SC/ST communities.  

2. The only economic indicator this year is the percentage of population in the lowest two 

wealth quintiles. 

3. The SDGs that do deal directly with wages and industrial growth better reflect the fact that 

India’s economy has taken a beating over the last year.  

4. The country’s score on the SDG related to industry and infrastructure dropped 10 points to 

55, while the scores on decent work dropped three points to 61.  
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5. The Clean Water and Sanitation SDG also saw a five-point drop, despite flagship government 

schemes in this sector.  

6. In a more welcome development, the SDGs on eradication of poverty and hunger both saw 

significant improvement. 

As another milestone in the SDG localisation journey of the country, the Index is presently being 

adapted and developed by NITI Aayogatthe granular level of districts for the upcoming North 

Eastern Region District SDG Index. 

The index is designed to function as a tool for focused policy dialogue, formulation and 

implementation through development actions, which are pegged to the globally recognisable 

metric of the SDG framework. 

 

Conclusion: 

India’s success in adopting, implementing, and monitoring SDGs stands as a testament to the 

principle of cooperative federalism, envisioned by the government of India and promoted by NITI 

Aayog.  

NITI Aayog has the twin mandate to oversee the adoption and monitoring of the SDGs in the 

country, and also promote competitive and cooperative federalism among States and UTs.  

The index represents the articulation of the comprehensive nature of the Global Goals under the 

2030 Agenda while being attuned to the national priorities.  

The modular nature of the index has become a policy tool and a ready reckoner for gauging 

progress of States and UTs on the expansive nature of the Goals, including health, education, 

gender, economic growth, institutions, climate change and environment. 

 

9.The picture is clear, it is top-down misinformation 
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Introduction: 

Fake news as a phenomenon is not new and has been known since ancient times, but the present-

day proliferation of digital and social media platforms, which allow for much broader distribution 

of information to a global audience, makes the need to counter fake news much more acute.   

Fake news affects free speech and informed choices of the subjects of the country, leading to the 

hijacking of democracy. 

 

About Fake news: 

Fake news is a deliberate lie or a half-truth circulated with the intention to mislead or cause harm 

to a section of people.  

It is a type of yellow journalism that consists of deliberate misinformation or hoaxes spread via the 

traditional print, broadcasting news media, or via Internet-based social media. 

The novel coronavirus, however, has opened up an entirely different problem: the life-endangering 

consequences of supposed cures, misleading claims, snake-oil sales pitches and conspiracy theories 

about the outbreak. 

 

Fake news as a biggest concern on worldwide: 

1. With the exception of Japan, which appears to be the only country in this study where fake 

news scandals are limited to newspapers and tweeted messages that have no outside 

influence, a fact explained by the difficulty of the Japanese language for foreigners, the 

widespread distribution of false information and its impact on decision making and 

democratic processes is becoming a challenge worldwide. 

2. In 2017, a parliamentary committee in Egypt identified the dissemination of 53,000 false 

rumors over a period of two months.   

3. In Germany, 59% of survey participants stated that they had encountered fake news, and in 

some segments of the population this number was up to almost 80%.  

4. In Kenya, a country where 90% of the population has access to high-speed internet, 90% of 

surveyed users said that they received false or inaccurate information regarding the recent 

elections through social media. 

 

Source of prime concern for Mis-information: 
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Nearly one in four (23%) in our recent survey say that the Government, politicians or political 

parties are the source they are most concerned about.  

That is more people than worry about misinformation from platforms such as Facebook (16%) or 

YouTube (14%).  

Among platforms, only messaging applications (e.g. WhatsApp) generate more widespread public 

concern among our respondents. They are named by 28%. 

 

How this Misinformation spreads: 

1. Some misinformation circulates peer-to-peer on social media and on encrypted messaging 

services as people share supposed miracle cures and ineffective alternative health tips in 

good faith or carelessly. This can create problems.  

2. But arguably, far more problematic is when people in positions of authority and prominent 

public figures promote measures that have no scientific basis in the middle of a deadly 

pandemic. 

3. Meanwhile, Indian authorities often seem mostly interested in going after alleged 

misinformation from activists (only 9% of our Indian survey respondents identify activist 

groups as the most concerning source of false or misleading information about the 

coronavirus), select journalists and news organisations (named by 13%), or on Twitter (which 

just 4% identify as the platform they are most concerned about). 

4. The picture is clear many Indians think that misinformation about the pandemic often comes 

from the top. 

 

‘Network propaganda’: 

1. Study after study around the world has found such “network propaganda”, where 

misinformation is spread by some top politicians, nakedly partisan news media who cheer 

them on, and well-organised communities of political supporters active on social media and 

messaging applications. 

2. Top-down misinformation from politicians, celebrities, and other prominent public figures 

are a small part of the false and misleading claims one can come across online in terms of 

raw volume, but our research during the pandemic shows it accounts for a large share of 

social media engagement. 

3. Even when political actors are not busy drumming up outright propaganda in the media and 

on digital platforms, authorities also sometimes risk misleading the public in other ways. 
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4. In country after country, reporters have found that official COVID-19 death tolls are far lower 

than the actual excess deaths recorded during the pandemic as The Hindu found in Tamil 

Nadu by comparing Civil Registration System data with the officially reported figure. 

 

Measures taken around the world against Fake news spread:  

1. Some of the countries are also addressing the issue in a more general way by educating 

citizens about the dangers of fake news (Sweden and Kenya).   

2. Sweden starts at a young age, having enlisted a famous cartoon character to teach children 

about the dangers of fake news through a cartoon strip that illustrates what happens to the 

bear’s super-strength when false rumours are circulated about him.  

3. The US Embassy in Kenya launched a media literacy campaign in 2018, initially aimed at the 

Kenya chapter of the Young African Leaders Initiative, with the specific goal of stopping the 

dissemination of fake news. 

4. For India, If authorities in India are serious about addressing misinformation, they might take 

a cue from the fact that much of the Indian public clearly recognise that misinformation 

often comes from the top, and spend less time worrying about activists, journalists, and 

Twitter. 

5. More time thinking about how to ensure that citizens can trust that the health remedies 

promoted by their own governments and by prominent political figures are actually safe and 

effective. 

 

Suitable measures needed: 

1. The world’s biggest social media companies, including Facebook, Google, Twitter and 

ByteDance, are exploring an industry-wide alliance to curb fake news on their platforms in 

India. 

2. The proposed alliance to be named the Information Trust Alliance (ITA) will be a grouping of 

digital platforms and publishers, fact checkers, civil society and academia that will aim to 

control the spread of harmful content, including fake news and hate speech. 

3. Facebook has announced that it currently has over 500 full-time employees and at least 

3,500 external contractors who focus on election work, on top of the 30,000 people across 

the company focused on safety and security issues. 

4. Facebook has placed authoritative coronavirus information at the top of news feeds and 

intensified its efforts to remove harmful content, including through the use of third-party 

fact checkers. 
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5. A public health crisis is an easier arena than politics to set policies and to take a harder line 

on questionable content. 

6. Educating the end-users to be more discerning consumers of news by informing them of 

verification tools so that they can ascertain the accuracy of a news item before sharing it. 

7. A better and more effective approach to limit the influence of hoaxes on WhatsApp and 

other platforms is to increase media literacy. 

8. The government should bring out a policy framework on the possible harm due to the 

internet messaging platforms to engage at a deeper level. 

9. Government of India could partner with local news groups to further educate citizens on 

how to identify real news from fake news. 

10. Imposing hefty fines, like in Germany the Social media companies face fines of up to €50m if 

they persistently fail to remove illegal content from their sites. 

 

Conclusion: 

Government should have a mechanism for immediately issuing of notice against 

sites/people/agencies involved in spreading fake news.  

Secondly, Social media websites should be made accountable of such activities so that it becomes 

their responsibility to have better control over the spread of fake news.  

Finally, ordinary consumers of news can play a big role by, first, waking up to the reality that all they 

read on WhatsApp and Twitter is not the gospel truth, and then, by refusing to pass on what they 

cannot independently verify with other sources. 

Any future legislation should take the whole picture into account and not blame the media and go 

for knee-jerk reactions in this age of new media anyone can create and circulate new for 

undisclosed benefits. 
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10.The state of India’s poor must be acknowledged 

 

                          

Context: 

The coronavirus pandemic may have shrunk India’s middle-class population by 32 million and 

driven 75 million below the poverty line in 2020, a Pew Research Centre report said, as a severe 

recession walloped Asia’s third-largest economy. 

The report, which is based on an analysis of World Bank data, said that in comparison China fared 

much better, with the number of people in the middle-income tier decreasing by only 10 million, 

while the poverty level remained virtually unchanged in 2020. 

The last time that ‘India reported an increase in poverty was in the first 25 years after 

Independence, when from 1951 to 1974, the population of the poor increased from 47% to 56%’.  

 

An imperative: Meticulously count poor and prioritise them: 

1. In India, there is now, rightly, a consensus difficult for the Government to beat down that to 

be able to battle COVID-19 and secure India from successive waves, the exact numbers of the 

dead must be carefully documented.  

2. Something else that needs equal attention, if the state of the decrepit Indian economy is to 

be repaired, is to be able to meticulously count the number of the poor and to prioritise 

them.  

3. The World Bank $2-a-day (poverty line) might be inadequate but it would be a start and 

higher than the last line proposed by the C. Rangarajan committee. 
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4. There has been hesitation for a variety of reasons to wrestle with the rising numbers of the 

poor in India.  

5. Coming to terms with how low India’s median income is would disrupt the carefully 

constructed ride about being the biggest/largest in the world.  

6. A survey in 2013 had said India stood at 99 among 131 countries, and with a median income 

of $616 per annum, it was the lowest among BRICS and fell in the lower middle-income 

country bracket. 

 

Due to coronavirus pandemic, concerns: India again becoming country of mass poverty 

1. The precarious situation after the demonetisation in 2016 was rendered calamitous with the 

novel coronavirus pandemic and the shrinking of the economy.  

2. In 2019, the global Multidimensional Poverty Index reported that India lifted 271 million 

citizens out of poverty between 2006 and 2016.  

3. Since then, the International Monetary Fund, Hunger Watch, SWAN and several other 

surveys show a decided slide.  

4. The Pew Research Center with the World Bank data estimated that ‘the number of poor in 

India, on the basis of an income of $2 per day or less in purchasing power parity, has more 

than doubled to 134 million from 60 million in just a year due to the pandemic-induced 

recession’.  

5. In 2020, India contributed 57.3% of the growth of the global poor.  

6. India contributed to 59.3% of the global middle class that slid into poverty.  

7. So, India is again a “country of mass poverty” after 45 years. This has thrown a spanner in the 

so far uninterrupted battle against poverty since the 1970s.  

8. Urgent solutions are needed within, and the starting point of that would be only when we 

know how many are poor. 

 

Poverty line debate: 

1. According to the World Bank, Poverty is pronounced deprivation in well-being and comprises 

many dimensions.  

2. It includes low incomes and the inability to acquire the basic goods and services necessary 

for survival with dignity. 
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3. Poverty Line: The conventional approach to measuring poverty is to specify a minimum 

expenditure (or income) required to purchase a basket of goods and services necessary to 

satisfy basic human needs and this minimum expenditure is called the poverty line. 

4. In India, the poverty line debate became very fraught in 2011, as the Suresh Tendulkar 

Committee report at a ‘line’ of ₹816 per capita per month for rural India and ₹1,000 per 

capita per month for urban India, calculated the poor at 25.7% of the population.  

5. The anger over the 2011 conclusions, led to the setting up of the C. Rangarajan Committee, 

which in 2014 estimated that the number of poor were 29.6%, based on persons spending 

below ₹47 a day in cities and ₹32 in villages. 

 

Reasons why numbers count: 

1. The first is because knowing the numbers and making them public makes it possible to get 

public opinion to support massive and urgent cash transfers.  

a. The world outside India has moved onto propose high fiscal support, as economic 

rationale and not charity; it is debating a higher level of minimum wages than it has in 

the past.  

b. Spain has accorded security to its gig workers by giving delivery boys the status of 

workers.  

c. In India too, a dramatic reorientation would get support only once numbers are 

honestly laid out. 

2. The second argument for recording the data is so that all policies can be honestly evaluated 

on the basis of whether they meet the needs of the majority.  

a. Is a policy such as bank write-offs of loans amounting to ₹1.53-lakh crore last year, 

which helped corporates overwhelmingly, beneficial to the vast majority? Or has it 

been just beneficial to a thin sliver of the super rich?  

b. This would be possible to transparently evaluate only when the numbers of the poor 

are known and established. 

3. Third, if government data were to honestly account for the exact numbers of the poor, it 

may be more realistic to expect the public debate to be conducted on the concerns of the 

real majority and create a climate that demands accountability from public representatives. 

4. Fourth, India has clocked a massive rise in the market capitalisation and the fortunes of the 

richest Indian corporates, whose wealth has grown manifold in the past few years, even as 

millions of Indians have experienced a massive tumble into poverty.  
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a. The stories of billionaires get reported regularly and prominently. To say that the stock 

market and the Indian economy are ‘not related’ is ingenuous.  

b. Indians must have the right to question whether there is a connection and if the 

massive rise in riches is not coincidental, but at the back of the misery of millions of 

the poor, whose ranks are swelling.  

c. If billionaire lists are evaluated in detail and reported upon, the country cannot shy 

away from counting its poor. 

 

Importance of Poverty Estimation: 

1. Poverty estimates are not just important for academic purposes but are also crucial to track 

the impact and success of various government policies, especially social welfare schemes 

that are intended to eliminate poverty. 

2. BPL Census is conducted by the Ministry of Rural Development (along with the partnership of 

state), in order to identify the poor households. 

3. The Poverty estimates in the form of poverty line are used to formulate poor centric poverty 

elimination plans. 

4. Poverty estimation paves the way for poverty elimination, that in turn prepares the ground 

for a just and equitable society. 

 

Conclusion: 

The pursuit of becoming ‘Vishwaguru’, has hampered this as that pitch works only if the leadership 

is able to mask the dramatic rise in poverty.  

The massive slide into poverty in India that is clear in domestic and international surveys and 

anecdotal evidence must meet with an institutional response.  

The Government must girdle up and unflinchingly quantify the slide from the ‘fastest growing 

economy’ to the country with the largest rise in the number of poor people.  

It must be accepted, to go back to the debate that it is “abject poverty” we are talking about; 

almost a sub-human level of existence of the majority of fellow Indians we cannot continue to be 

blase about.  

Counting them would be a much-needed start to convey that each life matters. 
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11.Policy creep: On e-commerce and overregulation risks 

 

                                  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Context: 

Barely 11 months after the Government notified the Consumer Protection (E-Commerce) Rules, 

2020, the Department of Consumer Affairs has mooted a set of sweeping amendments, ostensibly 

“to protect the interests of consumers and encourage free and fair competition in the market”.  

According to the government argument, the proposed amendments aim to bring transparency in 

the e-commerce platforms and further strengthen the regulatory regime to curb the prevalent 

unfair trade practices. 

Among them is a norm stipulating the appointment of a chief compliance officer, a nodal contact 

person for 24x7 coordination with law enforcement agencies, and another requiring e-commerce 

entities offering imported goods or services to ‘incorporate a filter mechanism to identify goods 

based on country of origin and suggest alternatives to ensure a fair opportunity to domestic goods’.  

 

Background: 

1. For the purposes of preventing unfair trade practices in e-commerce, the Central 

Government had notified the Consumer Protection (E-Commerce) Rules, 2020 with effect 

from 23 July 2020.  

2. However, since the notification of these rules, the Government has received several 

representations from aggrieved consumers, traders and associations complaining against 

widespread cheating and unfair trade practices being observed in the e-commerce 

ecosystem. 

3. Prevalence of such unfortunate incidents has negatively impacted the consumer and 

business sentiment in the market, causing immense distress and anguish to many.  
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4. It was observed that there was an evident lack of regulatory oversight in e-commerce which 

required some urgent action.  

5. Moreover, the rapid growth of e-commerce platforms has also brought into the purview the 

unfair trade practices of the marketplace e-commerce entities engaging in manipulating 

search result to promote certain sellers, preferential treatment to some sellers, indirectly 

operating the sellers on their platform, impinging the free choice of consumers, selling goods 

close to expiration etc. 

 

Why need such an amendment? 

1. It was observed that there was an evident lack of regulatory oversight in e-commerce which 

required some urgent action. 

2. The rapid growth of e-commerce platforms has also brought into the purview the unfair 

trade practices of the marketplace e-commerce entities engaging in manipulating search 

result to promote certain sellers. 

3. This includes preferential treatment to some sellers, indirectly operating the sellers on their 

platform, impinging the free choice of consumers, selling goods close to expiration etc. 

4. Certain e-commerce entities are engaging in limiting consumer choice by indulging in “back 

to back” or “flash” sales.  

5. This prevents a level playing field and ultimately limits customer choice and increases prices. 

 

The proposed amendments are as follows: 

1. To ensure compliance of the Consumer Protection Act, 2019 and Rules, appointment of 

Chief Compliance Officer, a nodal contact person for 24x7 coordination with law 

enforcement agencies.  

2. Officers to ensure compliance to their orders and Resident Grievance Officer for redressing 

of the grievances of the consumers on the e-commerce platform, has been proposed.  

3. This would ensure effective compliance with the provisions of the Act and Rules and also 

strengthen the grievance redressal mechanism on e-commerce entities. 

4. Putting in place a framework for registration of every e-commerce entity with the 

Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT) for allotment of registration 

number which shall be displayed prominently on website as well as invoice of every order 

placed the e-commerce entity.  
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5. Registration of e-commerce entities would help create a database of genuine e-commerce 

entities and ensure that the consumers are able to verify the genuineness of an e-commerce 

entity before transacting through their platform. 

6. To protect the interests of consumers, mis-selling has been prohibited i.e selling goods and 

services entities selling goods or services by deliberate misrepresentation of information by 

such entities about such goods or services.  

7. To ensure that consumers are aware about the expiry date of the products they are buying 

on the e-commerce platform all sellers on marketplace e-commerce entities. 

8. All inventory e-commerce entities to provide best before or use before date to enable 

consumers to make an informed purchase decision. 

9. To ensure that the domestic manufacturers and suppliers get a fair and equal treatment on 

the e-commerce platform it has been provided that where an e-commerce entity offers 

imported goods or services, it shall incorporate a filter mechanism to identify goods based 

on country of origin and suggest alternatives to ensure fair opportunity to domestic goods. 

10. To ensure that consumers are not adversely affected in the event where a seller fails to 

deliver the goods or services due to negligent conduct by such seller in fulfilling the duties 

and liabilities in the manner as prescribed by the marketplace e-commerce entity, provisions 

of Fall-back liability for every marketplace e-commerce entity have been provided. 

 

Government Initiatives regarding e-commerce sector: 

1. FDI guidelines for e-commerce by DIPP: In order to increase the participation of foreign 

players in the e-commerce field, the Government has increased the limit of foreign direct 

investment (FDI) in the e-commerce marketplace model for up to 100% (in B2B models). 

2. Government e-Marketplace (GeM) signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with 

Union Bank of India to facilitate a cashless, paperless and transparent payment system for an 

array of services in October 2019. 

3. The Department of Commerce initiated an exercise and established a Think Tank on 

‘Framework for National Policy on e-Commerce’ and a Task Force under it to deliberate on 

the challenges confronting India in the arena of the digital economy and electronic 

commerce (e-commerce). 

4. The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has decided to allow "interoperability" among Prepaid 

Payment Instruments (PPIs) such as digital wallets, prepaid cash coupons and prepaid 

telephone top-up cards.  
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5. RBI has also instructed banks and companies to make all know-your-customer (KYC)-

compliant prepaid payment instruments (PPIs), like mobile wallets, interoperable amongst 

themselves via Unified Payments Interface (UPI). 

 

Conclusion: 

The enforcement of many of these norms is bound to spur protracted legal fights.  

Asserting that the amendments were not aimed at conventional flash sales, the Government said it 

was only targeting certain entities engaged in limiting consumer choice by indulging in ‘back-to-

back’ sales wherein a seller does not have the capability to meet an order.  

In trying to address shortcomings in its rules from last year, the Government appears to be harking 

back to an era of tight controls.  

Overregulation with scope for interpretative ambiguity risks retarding growth and job creation in 

the hitherto expanding e-commerce sector. 

 

12.Country’s anti-drone capability still in nascent stage 

 

   

 

Context: 

The drone strike at Indian Air Force (IAF) Jammu base followed by two drone sightings at Ratnuchak 

and Kaluchak military stations are clear indicators that terrorists have upped the game and are 

using technology to remain one step ahead of the security forces. 

The use of drones by terrorists to target IAF Jammu base marks a paradigm shift in the nature of 

the threat and counter measures.  
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Not only are vital assets and vital points vulnerable but so are military convoys. 

 

What is the use of drones? 

Drones are essentially a military tool as they eliminate the risk on a pilot’s life in combat zones, and 

since they are unmanned, they don't require fatigue-induced rest, making them fly till fuel lasts or 

until some mechanical problems crop up. 

Drones are now used for various purposes from delivery of merchandise, taking photographs or 

shooting videos to military warfare and space exploration. 

 

The US military made the first big demonstration of the military use of drones in the 1991 Gulf War. 

It deployed UAVs to target its enemy forces. 

In space, the US Air Force’s mysterious X-37B space plane, which has made at least six clandestine 

forays into space, is perhaps the most-talked-about drone. 

 

How drones became a tool of terror? 

1. The Association of the United States Army (AUSA) in February 2021 published a report 

titled, The Role of Drones in Future Terrorist Attacks.  

2. Here, the AUSA said the Islamic State made the first successful use of drones for terrorism. 

3. “Occasionally the group would strap an explosive onto a small drone and try to land it near 

a military outpost, as it happened in October when a booby-trapped toy aircraft exploded as 

Kurdish fighters were examining it near the northern Iraqi city of Irbil.” 

4. Earlier in 2013, Al-Qaeda attempted a terror attack using multiple drones in Pakistan without 

success. From 2016 on, the Islamic State made drone attacks a regular feature in its 

operations in Iraq and Syria. 

5. The threat was so serious that in 2019, European Union Security Commissioner Julian King 

warned that European cities could be targeted by terror groups using drones. 

6. Besides the Islamic State, the Hezbollah — active in Palestine and Lebanon, the Houthi 

rebels, the Taliban and several terror outfits in Pakistan are known to employ drones for 

terrorism. 

7. The threat of drone attacks from the Pakistani side is very real.  

8. Sighting of drones near India-Pakistan border and the Line of Control (LoC) has been 

frequent. Some of them have carried weapons to the Indian side. 
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9. In 2019, security personnel reported 167 sighting of drones from Pakistan, according to the 

official figures. In the pandemic hit 2020, there were 77 sightings. 

10. In September 2019, the Punjab Police had seized a drone-dropped arms consignment to bust 

a terror module, which was receiving supplies from Pakistan. The seizure included AK-47 

rifles and China-made pistols. 

11. Another drone-dropped arms consignment was seized in Punjab’s Gurdaspur in June 2020. 

The same month, the Border Security Force (BSF) shot down a drone in the Hira Nagar sector 

of Jammu. The recoveries included the US-made M4 rifles. 

12. In January 2021, the Jammu and Kashmir Police caught two persons as they were picking up 

drone-dropped arms consignment. 

 

Why preventing drone terror attack is difficult? 

1. The surveillance technology including radar systems that India has deployed at the borders 

or lines of control is meant for tracking bigger objects, helicopters, planes and missiles. 

2. Drones are smaller in size as small as 2 feet or only 60 cm than previously popular UAVs but 

can fly for several kilometres at a speed ranging from 125 kmph to over 950 kmph, according 

to the AUSA report. 

3. Preventing drone attacks requires jamming of drone systems and shooting them down.  

4. Laser-based Directed Energy Weapons (DEWs) are being talked about as a defence system 

against drone attacks. 

5. In India, the Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) has developed two 

anti-drone DEW systems.  

6. They can use powerful 10-kilowatt laser to engage aerial targets at a distance of 2 km. 

However, mass production of these systems is yet to take place. 

 

Difficult to track: 

1. Most drones used for cross-border smuggling of arms and ammo or for attacks are much 

smaller than conventional aircraft.  

2. Since low altitude and their minuscule radar makes them difficult to track electronically, 

ground forces have to rely on visual sightings and audio signals 

3. Being border states and given their history of terrorism, Punjab and Jammu and Kashmir are 

vulnerable to cross-border smuggling and terror attacks.  
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4. Security forces have reported an increase in drone activity in border areas, with several 

instances of drones violating the Indian air space of being used to drop arms and 

ammunition on this side of the border. 

 

How do you prevent a drone attack? 

1. It is very difficult to locate small drones and the ones operating them. One needs to deploy 

drone-detection technology and subsequent countermeasures to tackle this threat. 

2. Drone detection can be RF-based or via conventional radars tuned to detect drones or via 

electro-optic payloads that use thermal imaging. 

3. Once identified, you can launch a kinetic energy weapon against the drone or jam it or 

confuse it by jamming its GPS. 

4. Israel's Iron Dome and other missile systems act within seconds. Detection and action 

against drones will happen at a very fast pace but it will take some time to gain that kind of 

capability. 

5. Critics are of the opinion that since the Centre has not allowed the use of drones for delivery 

of goods and food items, it will hinder its usage in the e-commerce and logistics industry. 

6. Also criticised the blanket restriction on the height limit of 400 feet. According to them, this 

would restrict the drones to amateur usage only and would hinder its use in mapping or 

surveying. 

 

Drone Regulations 2.0 Policy: 

The government has announced that it will soon come up with Drone Regulations 2.0 Policy. Key 

issues to be addressed there would include: 

1. Certifications of sale and controlled operation of drone hardware and software 

2. Airspace management through automated operations linked into the overall airspace 

3. Beyond visual-line-of-sight operations 

4. Contribution to establishing global standards 

 

The drone policy 2.0 is policy roadmap for establishing a fully functional drone ecosystem that 

would allow commercial usage of drones in India.  

 

The policy seeks to establish segregated airspace, namely the Drone Corridor, to keep commercial 

drone operations away from airspace where manned aircraft operate.  
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This will be enabled through a UTM system, responsible for managing 

drone induced traffic. The policy also envisages laying down new principles for enhanced 

airworthiness requirements keeping in mind commercial operations that the drones may be 

engaged into. 

Apart from the inclusion of improved pilot training requirements, it also permits the use of 

algorithms for piloting a drone, by removing the compulsory requirement of a human remote pilot 

itself.  

However, such an autonomous drone will only be allowed, if the manufacturers of such drone can 

demonstrate the inclusion of principles such as safety, security and privacy in the design of the 

drone. 

 

Conclusion: 

Regulation on use of drones in India should be effectively implemented to foster technology and 

innovation in the development of dronesand improve the ease of doing business, by sidelining 

unnecessary requirements and creating a single-window process. 

The government should ensure protection of privacy of citizens by limiting the use of drones for 

surveillance. 

It is important to use drones responsibly to minimize negative impacts on wildlife, including birds. 

Possibilities of drone-related accidents should be minimized by strict enforcement of regulations. 

 

13.Developing the sister islands of Indian Ocean 
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Context: 

In March 2021, for the first time, Japan’s government approved a grant aid of approximately Rs.265 

crore toward developmental projects in Andaman and Nicobar Islands.  

Although this is the first overseas development assistance (ODA) initiative toward the islands, the 

hesitation was more for India than in Tokyo. 

Both India and Japan, as well as India’s other key maritime partners such as the United States, 

Australia and France acknowledge and recognise the strategic location of the Andaman and 

Nicobar.  

 

Problems that glitching India in Indian Ocean region:  

1. The primary issues facing island nations in the Indian Ocean are sustainable development, 

illegal fishing, disaster management, the climate crisis, renewable energy and other aspects 

of the blue economy.  

2. Add to it issues of waste management, which impacts both tourism as well as ecosystems 

specific to islands, and it is clear that there aren’t enough dedicated initiatives in developing 

models specific to small islands, let alone under a regional framework. 

3. As India and its partners compete for access and influence across the Indo-Pacific toward 

achieving common interests, there is a need to engage with and address regional concerns 

and challenges of strategically located island nations. 

 

Reunion Islands: Excellent case study to develop strategic islands in a sustainable manner: 

1. The Andaman and Reunion islands are part of series of island territories under key maritime 

players in the Indian Ocean.  

2. Similar to the Andaman and Nicobar group of islands, France’s La Reunion in the Southwest 

Indian Ocean lies near strategic waters and away from its capital.  

3. Australia and the US too have similar island territories in the Indian Ocean with Cocos Keeling 

and Diego Garcia, although the latter’s sovereignty is disputed by Mauritius, which has 

garnered support through a United Nations (UN) resolution. 

4. However, among the four island territories, Reunion is perhaps the most developed with a 

framework that supports both the island’s economic needs as well as France’s military 

priorities in the Indian Ocean.  

5. With a population of almost a million on the island, Reunion is an excellent case study to 

develop strategic islands in a sustainable manner. 
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6. The similarities between Reunion and Andamans are manifold, from strategic location and 

military bases to strict conservation and environmental laws as well as governing bodies, 

climate and marine ecosystems.  

7. Yet, the difference in the level of development and connectivity between Reunion and 

Andamans stand in stark contrast. 

 

Adoption of proactive policy in Andaman and Nicobar Islands: 

1. In recent years, India has adopted a proactive policy aimed at transforming the Andaman 

and Nicobar Islands, a tri-services command, as an economic hub and one of the key centres 

of its defence and security strategy.  

2. A focused development plan for the Islands is expected to greatly enhance the country’s 

geopolitical leverage in the Indian Ocean Region.  

3. This policy brief recommends the opening up of the Andaman and Nicobar Islands to the 

friendly navies of the US, Japan, Australia and France, among others, in order to promote 

greater naval cooperation. 

 

Sustainable island development framework for Andaman and Nicobar Islands: 

A sustainable island development framework is not only important for the Andamans but will also 

be applicable and of interest to other island nations across the Indian Ocean. 

In continuing its Indo-Pacific collaborations, India and France have the opportunity to create an 

island development framework for the region. 

These islands not only provide India with a key maritime space but also carry significant potential 

in shaping the strategic and military dynamics of the Indian Ocean region. 

Despite its significant military and strategic possibilities, the Andaman and Nicobar Islands will have 

to be first developed sustainably in order for India to maximise its potential given its economic, 

ecological, and environmental constraints as well as the laws to protect the indigenous tribes on 

the islands.  

 

Solution: Developing a concept of sister islands: 

1. India and France should lead an effort, utilising their island territories of Andaman and 

Reunion in developing a concept of sister islands aimed at creating a foundation for a 

sustainable model for island development across the Indian Ocean. 
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2. While the concept of sister cities is quite common, this could be extended to a framework of 

“sister islands” addressing specific concerns and challenges for islands.  

3. Similar to sister cities, a sister island concept would allow India and France to co-develop a 

sustainable framework for island development.  

4. The ecosystems, environment, constraints, challenges and laws surrounding cities, towns and 

islands are distinctly different.  

5. If India is to invest in capacity building initiatives and maritime projects in the Indian Ocean, 

there is a need to research and create an island model for development.  

6. Such an approach also creates a new avenue for Indian-led initiatives in the Indo-Pacific. 

7. India could also borrow lessons from France’s island experiences in both the Indian Ocean as 

well as in the Pacific.  

8. To that end, France, took over as the Chair of the Indian Ocean Commission (IOC).  

9. IOC is the only island driven organisation in the Indian Ocean bringing together the African 

islands of Comoros, Madagascar, Seychelles and Mauritius, also known as the “Vanilla 

islands”.  

10. This perhaps provides an opportunity for India and France to lead an island-focused 

development model a gap in the Indian Ocean. 

 

Conclusion: 

As India looks to maintaining and strengthening its advantages in the Indian Ocean, it should look to 

leveraging its island territories and non-traditional security issues in offering solutions and 

addressing regional concerns and challenges.  

As India continues to recognise the strategic potential of the Andamans and seeks methods and 

ways to developing these islands, there is scope for collaboration with France, in creating a 

sustainable framework not only applicable to these two islands but also across the island nations in 

the region. 

The Andaman and Reunion provide an excellent starting point to do so. 
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14.Cold peace: On first Biden-Putin summit in Geneva 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Context: 

The Geneva summit between U.S. President and his Russian counterpart has set a pragmatic tone 

for engagement between the two competing powers.  

Previously, the U.S. has accused Russia of interfering in its elections and launching cyberattacks and 

criticised its stifling of internal dissent, while Moscow has slammed America’s “interventionist” 

foreign policy.  

Despite these differences, the leaders held talks on all critical issues, bringing diplomacy to the 

centre-stage.  

After the summit, they have struck cautious optimism that is rooted in self-interest. Mr. Biden 

sought a more predictable, rational engagement, while Mr. Putin said relations were “primarily 

pragmatic”.  

They have decided to return their Ambassadors to the Embassies and announced “a strategic 

stability dialogue” to discuss terms of arms control measures.  

Mr. Biden had, in the past, called Mr. Putin “a killer”. Relations have hit the lowest point in recent 

years since the end of the Cold War.  

 

47th G7 Summit: 

1. It is aimed squarely at competing with China’s trillion-dollar Belt and Road infrastructure 

initiative, which has been widely criticised for saddling small countries with unmanageable 

debt but has included even G7 member Italy since launching in 2013. 

2. It will collectively catalyse hundreds of billions of infrastructure investment for low- and 

middle-income countries (in Asia and Africa) and offer a values-driven, high-standard and 

transparent partnership with G7. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/


www.insightsonindia.com 65 INSIGHTS IAS 

  
 
www.insightsonindia.com                          INSIGHTS IAS                                 support@insightsias.com 
  

 

3. The G7 also pledged over 1 billion coronavirus vaccine doses for poorer nations with half of 

that coming from the United States and 100 million from Britain. 

4. 11 billion doses are needed to vaccinate at least 70% of the world’s population by mid-2022. 

The doses would come both directly and through the international COVAX program. 

5. The G7 signed the Carbis Bay Declaration. It is aimed at preventing future pandemics. 

The two sides are also sending their ambassadors back to Washington and Moscow to facilitate a 

productive dialogue.  

At the end of their four-hour-long talks, Biden and Putin suggested that the two sides are ready to 

explore common ground on the basis of self-interest. 

 

About G7 countries: 

1. G-7 is a bloc of industrialized democracies i.e. France, Germany, Italy, the United Kingdom, 

Japan, the United States, and Canada. 

2. The world's biggest population and second-biggest economy, China has relatively low levels 

of wealth per head of population.  

3. Thus, it is not considered as an advanced economy like other G7 members. Hence China is 

not a member of G7. 

4. It is an intergovernmental organisation that was formed in 1975. 

5. The bloc meets annually to discuss issues of common interest like global economic 

governance, international security and energy policy. 

6. The G7 was known as the ‘G8’ for several years after the original seven were joined by Russia 

in 1997. 

7. The Group returned to being called G7 after Russia was expelled as a member in 2014 

following the latter’s annexation of the Crimea region of Ukraine. 

 

G7 countries formation: 

1. When Russia ended its post-Soviet strategic retreat and adopted a more assertive foreign 

policy under Mr. Putin, partly in response to NATO expansion into eastern Europe, the West 

saw it as a threat to its primacy.  

2. The 2008 Georgia war practically ended the romance between “democratic Russia” and the 

West.  
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3. The annexation of Crimea in 2014 renewed tensions. Russia was thrown out of the G8, and 

western sanctions followed. But such steps did not deter Mr. Putin.  

4. Ties hit rock bottom after allegations that Russian intelligence units had carried out 

cyberattacks and run an online campaign to get Donald Trump elected President in the 2016 

U.S. election.  

5. Mr. Biden and Mr. Putin cannot resolve these geopolitical and bilateral issues in one summit. 

But they can certainly take measures to prevent relations from worsening.  

6. For the U.S., the cyberattacks are a red line. Russia, which had amassed troops on the 

Ukraine border earlier this year, sees NATO’s expansion into its border region as a threat.  

The theme for this year G7 summit is ‘Build Back Better’ and the UK has outlined four priority 

areas for its presidency: 

1. Leading the global recovery from coronavirus while strengthening resilience against future 

pandemics; 

2. Promoting future prosperity by championing free and fair trade; 

3. Tackling climate change and preserving the planet’s biodiversity; and 

4. Championing shared values and open societies. 

 

But, Structural issues in the U.S.-Russia ties:  

1. While the summit has opened up some political space for Biden and Putin, there are 

innumerable and intractable disputes, including on human rights, Ukraine, and European 

security.  

2. As they begin to cooperate on some issues, the US and Russian capacity to limit and manage 

the difficult areas will continue to expand. 

3. The U.S. should be less pessimistic about Russia’s foreign policy goals. Whether the 

Americans like it or not, Russia, despite its weakened economic status, remains a great 

power.  

4. Mr. Putin should also realise that if his goal is to restore Russia’s lost glory in global politics, 

he should be ready to cooperate with the West.  

5. Permanent hostility with other powers cannot be of much help to Russia. 

However, now in G7 Summit, USA and Russia did well to create a framework for sustained 

engagement on a range of issues, including arms control and cyber security, while communicating 

their respective red lines. 
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Conclusion: 

There was no major breakthrough, which was not expected anyway, the two countries could at 

least demonstrate a willingness to strengthen engagement and reduce tensions. 

Both countries should be ready to address their critical concerns and agree to a cold peace, which 

would help in addressing other geopolitical problems such as Syria.  

A more predictable relationship between USA and Russia is certainly welcome in Delhi, which has 

often got caught in the crossfire.  

India would also take a keen interest in the incipient nuclear and cyber dialogue between the US 

and Russia and in the summit’s implications for the triangular dynamic between Washington, 

Moscow and Beijing. 

 

15.The road from Galwan, a year later 

 

 

 

Context: 

On June 15 2020, Ladakh’s Galwan Valley witnessed a violent clash between the Armies of India 

and China.  

The clash, in which 20 Indian soldiers were killed, was one of the worst in 45 years, and led to a 

military standoff with China and at least 11 rounds of military talks for the disengagement process. 

The Line of Actual Control (LAC) witnessed its first deaths after 1975 when 20 Indian soldiers and at 

least four soldiers of China’s People’s Liberation Army (PLA) died in a violent clash in Galwan in 

Ladakh. 

Although both countries have given gallantry awards to the fallen soldiers, details about the violent 

incident have not been officially made public so far. 
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Current Military situation along the borders: 

1. The current situation is not militarily precarious in Ladakh. With a continued deployment of 

50,000-60,000 soldiers, the Indian Army has been able to hold the line to prevent any further 

ingress by the PLA.  

2. The Chinese presence on the Indian side of the LAC in Gogra, Hot Springs and Demchok gives 

the PLA some tactical advantage but the area which majorly jolts Indian military plans is the 

Chinese control of Depsang Plains.  

3. With “official sources” trying to palm it off as a legacy issue, despite evidence to the contrary 

from many retired military officers, the Indian Army has only weakened its negotiating 

position during the talks with the PLA.  

4. In any case, there has been no progress in talks after the disengagement at Pangong lake 

and Kailash range in February. 

5. Outside of Ladakh, the Indian Army remains in an alert mode all along the LAC to prevent any 

Chinese misadventure but the bigger change has been its reorientation of certain forces from 

Pakistan border towards the China border.  

6. The basis of this shift was articulated by the Chief of Defence Staff General when he recently 

said that China is a bigger security threat for India than Pakistan.  

7. The Ladakh crisis has also exposed India’s military weakness to tackle a collusive threat 

from China and Pakistan: to avoid such an eventuality, the Government opened backchannel 

talks with Pakistan which led to the reiteration of the ceasefire on the Line of Control. 

 

External rebalancing: 

1. To deal with the threat of combined China and Pakistan, the Government opened 

backchannel talks with Pakistan which led to the reiteration of the ceasefire on the Line of 

Control. 

2. The Ladakh crisis has also led the Government to relook external partnerships, particularly 

with the United States. 

3. The U.S. military officials have earlier spoken of the intelligence and logistics support 

provided to the Indian forces in Ladakh. 

4. That China is “a larger neighbour, which has got a better force, better technology”, was 

acknowledged by General Rawat recently, to argue that India will “obviously prepare for a 

larger neighbour”.  
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5. The military importance of the Quad remains moot, with India reportedly refusing to do joint 

naval patrolling with the U.S. in the South China Sea; the two treaty allies of the U.S., Japan 

and Australia, also refused.  

6. Moreover, India’s focus on its land borders and its limited resources for military 

modernisation in a period of economic decline impinge on its maritime ambitions in the 

Indo-Pacific. 

 

Political accountability and setback for government: 

1. The Government’s political strategy for dealing with the Ladakh border crisis has been based 

on dodging, denial and digression.  

2. An honest appraisal of the situation in Ladakh would be politically costly for a government 

led by a “strong” Prime Minister, as PLA soldiers remain in control of what was hitherto in 

Indian control.  

3. The crisis in Ladakh erupted months after Mr. Modi had held his second informal summit 

with the Chinese President at Mamallapuram, Tamil Nadu and weeks after he hosted the 

then United States President Donald Trump for a political event in Ahmedabad, Gujarat.  

4. For someone attributing his foreign policy prowess to the power of his persona and his 

personal chemistry with other world leaders, there could be no worse rebuttal of his claims 

than the timing of the Chinese incursions.  

5. In a government identified solely with the Prime Minister and dominated by his office there 

is no record of the Cabinet Committee on Security being convened to discuss the Ladakh 

border situation Mr. Modi is being held responsible in the public imagination for the setback. 

 

Beefing up Surveillance: 

1. It’s not just the troops on the ground but a change in tactics and enhanced surveillance to 

maintain a vigil of Chinese activities. 

2. This includes new boats to be deployed in the Pangong lake that became a volatile friction 

point in the year-long tussle. 

3. The Indian Army has begun to get delivery of new boats suited for deployment in Pangong 

lake for ferrying troops and surveillance. 

4. These boats can carry around 20 troops along with their equipment and can be used for 

quick mobilisation.  
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5. In the pipeline are also the advanced version of the Isreali Heron drones to be deployed at 

the Line of Actual Control (LAC). 

6. As the stalemate continues, China has also been enhancing its surveillance capabilities.  

7. Recently, China tested its new plateau type UAVs (unmanned aerial vehicle) in Kailash Range, 

south of Pangong lake where India vacated mountain tops as part of the disengagement. 

8. The UAV intended to be used for surveillance on Indian positions close to the Kailash Range 

has been developed in Shaanxi and completed its first flying and control task at Gar Gunsa in 

Tibet Autonomous Region. 

 

Conclusion: 

The continued focus on Galwan, while the still unresolved tensions in Depsang, Demchok, Gogra 

and Hot Springs, remain almost entirely ignored in the coverage, is one key element of the broader 

messaging effort.  

As acknowledging multiple stand-offs, as well as the fact that it is India and not China that is 

demanding a return to status quo in the slow-moving negotiations, would undermine the Chinese 

military’s central claim of not being the aggressor. 

The events of the past one year have significantly altered India’s thinking towards China. The 

relationship is at the crossroads now.  

The choices made in New Delhi will have a significant impact on the future of global geopolitics. 
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GENERAL STUDIES III 
 

 

1.GDP shrinks by 7.3%; Q4 uptick moderates 202021 carnage 

 

                   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Context: 

India's Gross Domestic Product (GDP) contracted by 7.3% in 2020-21, as per provisional National 

Income estimates released by the National Statistical Office, marginally better than the 8% 

contraction in the economy projected earlier.  

GDP growth in 2019-20, prior to the COVID-19 pandemic, was 4%. 

The Gross Value Added (GVA) in the economy shrank 6.2% in 2020-21, compared to a 4.1% rise in 

the previous year.  

The Indian economy’s resilience will be tested by its ability to overcome a devastating outbreak of 

Covid-19, although no one’s yet doubting its potential to pull off the world’s fastest pace of growth 

among major economies this year. 

 

About Gross Domestic product and Gross Value Added: 

1. GDP is a measure of economic activity in a country. It is the total value of a country’s annual 

output of goods and services. It gives the economic output from the consumers’ side. 

2. GVA is the sum of a country’s GDP and net of subsidies and taxes in the economy. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/


www.insightsonindia.com 72 INSIGHTS IAS 

  
 
www.insightsonindia.com                          INSIGHTS IAS                                 support@insightsias.com 
  

 

3. GVA is defined as the value of output minus the value of intermediate consumption and is a 

measure of the contribution to growth made by an individual producer, industry or sector. 

4. It provides the rupee value for the number of goods and services produced in an economy 

after deducting the cost of inputs and raw materials that have gone into the production of 

those goods and services. 

a. Gross Value Added = GDP + subsidies on products - taxes on products. 

 

Technically recession in first half of 2021: 

1. Only two sectors bucked the trend of negative GVA growth — agriculture, forestry and 

fishing, which rose 3.6%, and electricity, gas, water supply and other utility services (up 

1.9%). 

2. Though this is the bleakest performance on record for the economy, the fourth quarter (Q4) 

of 2020-21 helped moderate the damage, with a higher-than-expected growth of 1.6% in 

GDP.  

3. This marked the second quarter of positive growth after the country entered a technical 

recession in the first half of the year. 

4. GDP had contracted 24.4% in the April to June 2020 quarter, followed by a 7.4% shrinkage in 

the second quarter.  

5. It had returned to positive territory in the September to December quarter with a marginal 

0.5% growth. 

6. GVA from trade, hotels, transport, communication and broadcasting-related services 

recorded the sharpest decline of 18.2%, followed by construction (-8.6%), mining and 

quarrying (-8.5%) and manufacturing (-7.2%). 

The biggest hit from the second wave of Covid infections has been to demand, with a loss of 

mobility, discretionary spending and employment, the Reserve Bank of India said earlier this month.  

The central bank, which will review interest rates later this week, has kept monetary policy loose 

and injected liquidity into the system to support growth. 

 

GDP and GVA depends on extent of recovery in informal sector: 

According to the Centre for Monitoring Indian Economy--a think tank--the unemployment rate 

grew from 6% in March to 8% in April.  

Studies show that more than 200 million Indians are expected to fall into poverty as a result of 

shutdowns and healthcare costs. The S&P has now downgraded Indian GDP growth to 9.8%. 
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1. The restrictions across States have had an impact on activity, the CEA said the second wave 

seems to have peaked on early May and is on the decline, so it is anticipated that lockdown-

like curbs will reduce and eventually be removed, which will help the return of economic 

activity. 

2. With a lower contraction in GDP as well as GVA in 2020-21, the sharp recovery projected for 

2021-22 by a number of agencies like the IMF at 12.5% and the RBI at 10.5% may have to be 

moderated.  

3. The combination of the second wave and the revised base effect may imply a lower GDP 

growth for the Indian economy for 2021-22, may be in the range of 9-9.5%. 

4. The extent of recovery in the performance of the informal sectors in Q4 FY2021 remains 

uncertain, and we continue to caution that trends in the same may not get fully reflected in 

the GDP data, given the lack of adequate proxies to evaluate the less formal sectors. 

5. Recovery hopes will hinge on the duration for which localised restrictions will persist in 

coming months and whether an accelerated pace of vaccine rollout can prevent a third 

Covid surge. 

 

India's fiscal deficit in 2020-21 lower than expected: 

1. India recorded a fiscal deficit of 9.3% of GDP in 2020-21, 0.2% lower than the revised 

estimate of 9.5% of GDP, according to the Controller General of Accounts (CGA).   

2. Total revenue receipts turned out to be about Rs.88,000 crore higher than estimated, driven 

largely by higher excise and customs collections, while total expenditure was Rs.61,000 crore 

more than the revised estimate. The revenue deficit for the year was projected at 7.42% of 

GDP by the CGA. 

3. The slightly better than expected fiscal performance doesn’t necessarily bode well for this 

year’s fiscal pressures, despite the Reserve Bank of India’s significantly higher than expected 

dividend of Rs.99,000-odd crore.  

4. The government has set a target to reduce the fiscal deficit this year to 6.8% of GDP.   

 

Conclusion: 

Considering the current COVID situation, the statutory timelines for filing the requisite financial 

returns of fourth quarter have been extended by the Government.  

The second wave of COVID-19 could delay some marquee disinvestment plans, which poses the 

biggest risk to the budgeted level of receipts this year.   
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While tax receipts would be affected due to the anticipation of a prolonged second wave impact on 

sentiment, the government may have to keep spending to prop up demand through a combination 

of free food grains, cash transfers and higher MGNREGA outlays 

 

2.What is a global minimum tax and what will it mean? 

 

                  

 

Context: 

In recent, Finance Ministers from the Group of Seven (G7) rich nations reached a landmark accord 

setting a global minimum corporate tax rate, an agreement that could form the basis of a 

worldwide deal. 

A group of the world’s richest nations reached a landmark deal to close cross-border tax loopholes 

used by some of the world’s biggest companies. 

The deal aims to end what U.S. Treasury Secretary has called a “30-year race to the bottom on 

corporate tax rates” as countries compete to lure multinationals. 

 

What is Minimum Alternate Tax? 

1. Due to an increase in the number of zero tax paying companies, Minimum Alternate Tax 

(MAT) was introduced by the Finance Act, 1987 with effect from assessment year 1988-89.  

2. Later on, it was withdrawn by the Finance Act, 1990 and then reintroduced by Finance Act, 

1996. 
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3. MAT was later extended to cover non-corporate entities as well. MAT is an important tool 

with which tax avoidance can be prevented. 

4. At times it may happen that a taxpayer, being a company, may have generated income 

during the year, but by taking the advantage of various provisions of Income-tax Law like 

exemptions, deductions, depreciation, etc., it may have reduced its tax liability or may not 

have paid any tax at all. 

5. MAT is calculated at 15% on the book profit that the profit shown in the profit and loss 

account or at the usual corporate rates, and whichever is higher is payable as tax. 

6. All companies in India, whether domestic or foreign, fall under this provision.  

 

Why a global minimum tax rate? 

Major economies are aiming to discourage multinationals from shifting profits and tax revenues to 

low-tax countries regardless of where their sales are made. 

Increasingly, income from intangible sources such as drug patents, software and royalties on 

intellectual property has migrated to these jurisdictions, allowing companies to avoid paying higher 

taxes in their traditional home countries. 

Now, with its proposal for a minimum 15% tax rate, the USA administration hopes to reduce such 

tax base erosion without putting American firms at a financial disadvantage, allowing competition 

on innovation, infrastructure and other attributes. 

 

Who are the targets? 

1. Apart from low-tax jurisdictions, the proposal for a minimum corporate tax are tailored to 

address the low effective rates of tax shelled out by some of the world’s biggest 

corporations, including digital giants such as Apple, Alphabet and Facebook, as well as major 

corporations such as Nike and Starbucks.  

2. These companies typically rely on complex webs of subsidiaries to hoover profits out of 

major markets into low-tax countries such as Ireland or Caribbean nations such as the British 

Virgin Islands or the Bahamas, or to central American nations such as Panama. 

3. India’s annual tax loss due to corporate tax abuse is estimated at over $10 billion, 

according to the Tax Justice Network report. 

4. The US Treasury loses nearly $50 billion a year to tax cheats, according to the Tax Justice 

Network report, with Germany and France also among the top losers.  
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Where are the talks at? 

1. The Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) has been 

coordinating tax negotiations among 140 countries for years on rules for taxing cross-border 

digital services and curbing tax base erosion, including a global corporate minimum tax. 

2. The OECD and G20 countries aim to reach consensus on both by mid-year, but the talks on a 

global corporate minimum are technically simpler and less contentious.  

3. If a broad consensus is reached, it will be extremely hard for any low-tax country to try and 

block an accord. 

4. The minimum is expected to make up the bulk of the $50 billion-$80 billion in extra tax that 

the OECD estimates firms will end up paying globally under deals on both fronts. 

 

How would a global minimum tax work? 

The global minimum tax rate would apply to overseas profits.  

Governments could still set whatever local corporate tax rate they want, but if companies pay 

lower rates in a particular country, their home governments could “top-up” their taxes to the 

minimum rate, eliminating the advantage of shifting profits. 

The OECD said that governments broadly agreed on the basic design of the minimum tax but not 

the rate.  

Other items still to be negotiated include whether investment funds and real estate investment 

trusts should be covered, when to apply the new rate and ensuring it is compatible with U.S. tax 

reforms aimed at deterring erosion. 

 

Where does India stand? 

 

In a bid to revive investment activity, Finance Ministry in 2019 announced a sharp cut in corporate 

taxes for domestic companies to 22% and for new domestic manufacturing companies to 15%.  

The Taxation Laws (Amendment) Act, 2019 resulted in the insertion of a section (115BAA) to the 

Income-Tax Act, 1961 to provide for the concessional tax rate of 22% for existing domestic 

companies subject to certain conditions including that they do not avail of any specified incentive 

or deductions.  

Also, existing domestic companies opting for the concessional taxation regime will not be required 

to pay any Minimum Alternate Tax. 
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Impact on India: 

Tax avoidance will continue to remain a troubling issue for the global economy.  

It will further be problematic to enforce such a policy in a federal government structured country 

like India. A lower tax rate is a tool for India to alternatively push economic activity.  

1. If the proposal comes into effect, India may experience a longer economic hangover than 

other developed nations with less ability to offer mega stimulus packages.  

2. Multilateralism will further stumble in such a tax policy. The policy will create haves and 

have-nots across the world. 

3. While taxation is ultimately a sovereign function, and depends upon the needs and 

circumstances of the nation, the governments should be open to participate and engage in 

the emerging discussions globally around the corporate tax structure. 

4. To address “the challenges posed by the enterprises who conduct their business through 

digital means and carry out activities in the country remotely”, the government has the 

‘Equalisation Levy’, introduced in 2016 following a recommendation by a panel constituted 

to deliberate on taxation of the digital economy.  

5. Also, the IT Act has been amended to bring in the concept of “Significant Economic Presence” 

for establishing “business connection” in the case of non-residents in India. 

6. India has already been proactively engaging with foreign governments in double taxation 

avoidance agreements, tax information exchange agreements, and multilateral conventions 

to plug loopholes. This proposal of a common tax rate, thereby, adds no further benefits to 

India.  

 

Conclusion: 

Multinationals are a source of foreign direct investment. These corporations help to generate 

demand with efficient utilisation of resources and create employment in low-income countries. 

Nations have used their freedom to set corporation tax rates as a way to attract such businesses.  

Smaller countries such as Ireland, the Netherlands and Singapore have attracted footloose 

businesses by offering low corporate tax rates.  

The global minimum tax rate will finish off every opportunity for such countries whose only weapon 

to attract these companies is lower taxes.  

In a world where there are income inequalities across geographies, a minimum global corporation 

tax rate could crowd out investment opportunities. 
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3.The rural economy can jump-start a revival 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Context: 

The second wave of the COVID-19 pandemic could be slowly receding with a decline in the official 

estimates of daily infections and deaths.  

The economy is also very gradually getting back to normal, with many States beginning to ease 

some of the restrictions imposed in their lockdowns.  

However, the challenge of an economic recovery is far more serious than the health pandemic 

despite official claims of there being an economic recovery.  

 

Decline in GDP in health Pandemic time: 

Last month, the National Statistical Office (NSO) released the estimates of the Indian Gross 

Domestic Product (GDP) growth for the fiscal year 2020-21.  

The decline in GDP, at 7.3%, was slightly better than expectation, even though this is a gross 

underestimate of the reality given the methodological issue of underestimation of the economic 

distress in the unorganised sector. 
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Making things worse due to fragile economic situation: 

1. What makes economic recovery challenging is that this decline followed three years of sharp 

decline in GDP even before the novel coronavirus pandemic hit the country.  

2. Economic growth had already decelerated to 4% in 2019-20, less than half from the high of 

8.3% in 2016-17.  

3. Since then, the slowdown in the economy has not only made things worse as far as economic 

recovery is concerned but also come at a huge cost for a majority of households which have 

lost jobs and incomes.  

4. The pandemic has only worsened an already fragile economic situation. The sharp decline in 

GDP was partly a result of the trend of a slowdown in economic activity since 2016-17.  

5. But a large part of the economic outcome in the first year of the pandemic is also a result of a 

mishandling of the economic situation. 

6. While a strict national lockdown certainly hit economic activity last year, what made matters 

worse was the less than adequate response from the Government in increasing fiscal 

support to revive demand in the economy.  

7. Many of the grand announcements remained largely on the monetary side without the 

enabling policy framework to help small and medium enterprises as well as the large 

unorganised sector which bore the brunt of the restrictions in economic activity. 

 

Hunger and distress: 

1. A few months ago, the Right to Food campaign and the Centre for Equity Studies published a 

‘Hunger Watch’ report which compared the pre-lockdown situation last year to the situation 

in October 2020 to assess the impact of the nationwide lockdown.  

2. In October 2020, 27% of the respondents said that they had no income; 40% respondents 

said that the nutritional quality of food had become “much worse”; and 46% of the 

respondents said they had to skip one meal at least once in the day in October 2020. 

3. The migrants have again become vulnerable due to the lockdown in different cities.  

4. While many have once again headed to their villages, a large population has got stranded in 

different parts of the country without work.  

5. The Stranded Workers Action Network, a group of individuals helping distressed migrant 

workers since last year, has been reaching out to workers for providing essential help.  
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6. According to them, 81% of the people whom they reached out to said that work had mostly 

stopped since April 15, 2021 and 76% of the workers said they are short of food and cash and 

require immediate support. 

7. A large population is facing hunger and a cash crunch. The situation is only becoming more 

dire as the pandemic continues to rage on.  

8. Therefore, the central and state government should prioritise food and work for all and start 

making policy reforms right away. 

 

Decline in jobs, income: 

1. The impact of declining incomes and job losses on demand is now visible even in rural areas.  

2. While real wages have continued to decline with the latest estimates of April 2021 showing a 

decline in rural non-agricultural wages by 0.9% per annum in the last two years, agricultural 

wages continue to stagnate.  

3. One indicator of declining demand is the decline in wholesale prices of most of the 

agricultural commodities.  

4. Cereals and vegetables, which together account for more than half of crop output, have seen 

prices decline on a year-on-year basis for more than six months now.  

5. This is happening at a time when international agricultural prices are at an all-time high. 

6. Some of this is reflected in the rise in inflation in pulses and oilseeds groups, both of which 

are largely imported.  

7. The net result is a peculiar situation where output prices for dominant agricultural 

commodities in the domestic market are declining while consumer prices of essentials such 

as edible and pulses are contributing to rising inflation. 

 

Inflation threat put agricultural incomes under strain: 

1. Rising inflation further threatens to reduce the purchasing power of the rural economy 

struggling with declining incomes and job losses.  

2. This is further compounded by the shift in terms of trade against agriculture which has put 

agricultural incomes under strain.  

3. The rise in input prices for diesel has already contributed to rising input costs but the recent 

increase in fertilizer prices for most of the complex fertilizers have also added to the misery 

of farmers.  
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4. Rising inflation in international commodity prices also threatens the rural non-farm 

economy.  

5. A majority of the rural non-farm sector already struggling from low demand has now seen its 

profit margins getting impacted due to the increase in the cost of raw material. 

 

In rural Areas, Agriculture, a key driver: 

1. Despite the lack of fiscal support, an important contributor to the better-than-expected 

economic performance was the resilience of the rural economy, particularly the agricultural 

sector.  

2. While rural areas were the first point of refuge for a majority of migrants who walked back 

thousands of kilometres from urban metropolitan areas, agriculture was the only major 

sector (other than electricity, gas, water supply and other utility services) which reported an 

increase in Gross Value Added (GVA) in 2020-21.  

3. It not only provided jobs to returning migrants but also sustained the economy in the rural 

areas. 

4. Agriculture has not only been the biggest saviour during the period of the pandemic but has 

consistently been an important driver of the economy throughout the last five years which 

has seen the economy slow down sharply.  

5. The average growth rate in agriculture GVA in the last five years, at 4.8%, is significantly 

higher than the GVA growth of the economy as a whole, at 3.6%, in the last five years. 

6. However, given that the economy has already suffered last year, any recovery will largely be 

a statistical artefact driven by the low base of last year rather than a real recovery.  

7. The fact that a majority of households have already suffered job losses and income decline 

which are yet to regain their pre-pandemic levels suggests caution in making any inference 

on an economic recovery. 

 

Conclusion: 

Unfortunately, so far, the rural areas have been lagging behind in the overall rate of vaccination.  

Despite the setbacks, the rural economy including the agricultural economy continues to remain 

crucial for any strategy of economic revival.  

But for that, it will require proactive intervention from the Government to protect the rural 

population by speeding up vaccination.  
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At the same time, rural areas will also need greater fiscal support, both in terms of direct income 

support to revive demand in the economy but also through various subsidies and protection from 

the rising inflation in input prices.  

This urgent intervention is not just necessary to support economic revival but also prevent another 

humanitarian crisis, this time as a result of economic mismanagement. 

 

4.Reopen the files, reconsider privatisation 

 

 

 

Introduction: 

Privatisation of the public sector, including banks, has been part of the wish list of economic 

reformers since 1991.  

This was at the core of the ‘Washington Consensus’. The private sector is inherently more efficient.  

At independence, India adopted a mixed economy model. In this context, the Public Sector 

Enterprises (PSEs) were established on a socialistic pattern of development. 

Apart from that, there was a need to create adequate infrastructural facilities which served as the 

most important consideration leading to the expansion of the PSEs. 

 

Context: 

It is now being pursued with vigour, has high priority with extremely ambitious targets, reminiscent 

of the Thatcher era in the United Kingdom. 

India is right now going through its worst economic crisis.  
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The highest-ever contraction in the economy took place last year, unemployment has risen, 

incomes for growing numbers are falling, bank non-performing assets (NPAs) may be ballooning, 

and the fiscal deficit is rising.  

In these circumstances, it would be prudent to think through the pros and cons of the aggressive 

privatisation of public enterprises that is on the anvil.  

There are three categories of public sector enterprises, with each needing its own analysis. 

The ground realities of democratic politics in India, however, kept coming in the way of actual 

privatisation, though progressive disinvestment of the shares of public sector undertakings in the 

market has been taking place over the years. 

 

Analysis of public sector enterprises: Categories, issues, solutions: 

1. There is the category of enterprises which have been sick for a long time. Their technology, 

plants and machinery are obsolete.  

2. Their managerial and human resources have atrophied. Reviews have come to the same 

conclusion: these are beyond redemption.  

3. They should be closed, and assets sold. But this has been difficult with successive 

governments as the labour in these enterprises have had a political constituency which has 

prevented closure.  

4. With its political strength, the Government should be able to close these in a time-bound 

manner with a generous handshake for labour.  

5. After selling machinery as scrap, there would be valuable land left. These land values have 

become high.  

6. Prudent disposal of these plots of lands in small amounts would yield large incomes in the 

coming years.  

7. All this would need the creation of dedicated efficient capacity as the task is huge and 

challenging.  

8. These enterprises may be taken away from their parent line Ministries and brought under 

one holding company which should have the sole mandate of speedy liquidation and asset 

sale. 

 

Critical arguments against privatisation: 

1. While the government is recklessly moving towards privatisation, it may not a panacea for 

the economy.  
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2. There is always the risk that privatisation becomes politically motivated and pursued for the 

vested interests of different interest groups or individuals rather than as a coherent part of 

encouraging private investment.  

3. It may increase short-term revenue but there are no guarantees that the process will lead to 

building competitive markets.  

4. For instance, despite the government offering to sell its entire 100% stake, the strategic 

divestment of Air India to a private company has repeatedly failed, prompting it to extend 

the deadline for submitting preliminary bids by five times.  

5. The government had also eased the eligibility criteria for prospective bidders, from a 

requisite net worth of Rs 5,000 crore to Rs 3,500 crore.  

6. Even attempts by officials from the civil aviation ministry to lure foreign buyers did not 

garner expected interest. 

 

How to make profitable public enterprises: Example: The Chinese model: 

1. Then there are many profitable enterprises. Pragmatism instead of ideology should guide 

thinking about them.  

2. The Chinese chose to nurture their good state-owned enterprises as well as their private 

ones to succeed in the domestic and global markets by increasing their competitiveness in 

cost, quality, and technology.  

3. In the Fortune 500 list, the number of Chinese enterprises is 124, and of these, 91 are state-

owned enterprises. 

4. The Chinese chose to promote both their public as well as their private sector enterprises 

to rise. Both have made China the economic superpower that it is today. 

5. With profitable public enterprises, the Government can continue to reduce its shareholding 

by offloading shares and even reducing its stake to less than 51% while remaining the 

promoter and being in control.  

6. Calibrated divestment to get maximum value over the medium term after considering 

market conditions should be the goal instead of being target driven to get a lower fiscal 

deficit number to please rating agencies.  

7. In correct accounting practice, asset sales should not be classified as revenue income for 

computing the fiscal deficit. 

8. In parallel, managements may be given longer and stabler tenures, greater flexibility to 

achieve outcomes, and more confidence to take well-considered commercial risks.  
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9. Many have the potential of becoming global champions. They can also be asked to invest 

patient capital in strategic areas where risk is high and where risk averse private investment 

may not be easily forthcoming. The Chinese have done this well. 

 

Way Ahead: Redirect the private sector: 

Outright privatisation has other implications.  

1. First, the number of Indian private firms which can buy out public sector firms are very few.  

2. Their limited financial and managerial resources would be better utilised in taking over the 

large number of private firms up for sale through the bankruptcy process and where a 

paucity of buyers is slowing down the much-needed rapid turnaround of these firms to give a 

higher growth momentum to the economy.  

3. Then, these successful large corporates need to be encouraged to invest and grow both in 

brownfield and greenfield modes in the domestic as well as international markets.  

4. This would be better for India entering a higher growth trajectory with an increase in 

investment rates which have been falling, than in using their scarce resources for taking over 

government enterprises with no real value addition to the economy in the near term.  

 

Induction of a strategic partner is the Best way: 

1. There are enterprises which have been financially sick but can be turned around.  

2. Their difficulties can be traced to ministerial micromanagement especially in enterprises with 

a direct consumer interface.  

3. Where private management through privatisation or induction of a strategic partner is the 

best way to restore value of these enterprises, this should be pursued on priority.  

4. Air India and the India Tourism Development Corporation (ITDC) hotels are good examples. 

But these need bold decisions.  

5. Air India should ideally be made debt free and a new management should have freedom 

permitted under the law in personnel management to get investor interest.  

6. Once debt free, management control with a 26% stake may be given. As valuation rises, the 

Government could reduce its stake further and get more money. If well handled, significant 

revenues would flow to the Government. 
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Conclusion: 

Sale at fair or lower than fair valuations to foreign entities, firms as well as funds, has adverse 

implications from the perspective of being ‘Atma Nirbhar’.  

Greenfield foreign investment is what India needs and not takeovers. Then, there are broader 

considerations. These enterprises provide for reservations in recruitment.  

With privatisation, this would end and unnecessarily generate social unrest.  

In dealing with the novel coronavirus pandemic crisis, the Government has been able to use its 

ownership to get banks and public enterprises to do so many things on an immediate basis.  

A similar option does not exist with private enterprises. Would it be in India’s interest to lose the 

strategic capacity that its ownership of public enterprises including financial ones provide it?  

It would be better to think carefully now. These are one-way streets where one cannot retrace 

one’s steps easily. 

 

5.From Plate to Plough: How sustainable are our agricultural exports? 

 

                       

 

Context: 

Agricultural exports touched $41.8 billion (bn) in FY21—a growth of 18% over FY20 bringing cheer 

in government circles.  

Juxtaposed against a target of $60 bn the Modi government had set out to achieve by 2022, it falls 

much short.  

From a strategic point of view, the key issue is whether this rate can be sustained?  
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Composition of agri-exports: 

1. Rice ranks first in agri-exports, with 17.7 million tonnes (mt) valued at $8.8 bn.  

2. It is followed by marine products ($6 bn), spices ($4 bn), bovine (buffalo) meat ($3.2 bn), 

sugar ($2.8 bn), etc (see graphics).  

3. Of these, rice and sugar raise concerns about competitiveness and environmental 

sustainability, as these are water guzzlers and heavily subsidised through cheap/free power 

for irrigation as well as fertilisers.  

4. On top, sugar exports have been further subsidised to clear excessive domestic stocks.  

5. This has led many sugar-exporting countries like Australia, Brazil, Thailand, etc, to register a 

case against India at WTO. 

 

Rice and Sugarcane:  

1. Rice is a staple food for the overwhelming majority of the population in India. 

2. It is a kharif crop which requires high temperature, (above 25°C) and high humidity with 

annual rainfall above 100 cm. 

3. In the areas of less rainfall, it is grown with the help of irrigation. 

4. In southern states and West Bengal, the climatic conditions allow the cultivation of two or 

three crops of rice in an agricultural year. In West Bengal farmers grow three crops of rice 

called ‘aus’, ‘aman’ and ‘boro’. 

5. About one-fourth of the total cropped area in India is under rice cultivation. 

6. A major player in the worldwide sugar trade, India produced 33 million metric tons in 

2017/2018. The nation is seeing record levels of sugar production and is set to overtake 

Brazil as the highest sugar producer. 

7. India’s sugar production rose 11.5% during the 2014 to 2015 season on bumper cane 

production. This increase in production led to an extensive surplus in Indian sugar with mills 

struggling to pay fair wages to workers. 

8. South India has tropical climate which is suitable for higher sucrose content giving higher 

yield per unit area as compared to north India. 
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Becoming water-stressed due to surge in Rice and Sugar exports: 

1. Our main concern with the surging rice and sugar exports is on the sustainability front.  

2. India is a water-stressed country with per capita water availability of 1,544 cubic-metres in 

2011, likely to go down further to 1,140 cubic-metres by 2050. 

3. One kg of sugar invariably has virtual water intake of about 2,000 litres. Exporting 7.5 mt of 

sugar implies exporting at least 15 bn cubic-metres of water.  

4. In case of rice, irrigation requirements for one kg vary from 3,000-5,000 litres, depending 

upon topography.  

5. If we take an average of 4,000 litres, and assume that half of this gets recycled back to 

groundwater, exporting 17.7 mt of rice means virtual export of 35.4 bnn cubic-meters of 

water.  

6. Together rice and sugar exports imply India exported over 50 bnn cubic-metres of water.  

 

Way Forward: 

A long-term strategy should aim at conserving scarce water resources, reduce carbon footprint, 

with lower tariffs.  

Any sustainable strategy for rice and sugar exports must ensure these are produced with much 

less water by adopting appropriate farming practices such as alternate wetting drying (AWD), 

direct seeded rice (DSR), drip irrigation, etc. 

Closer evaluation of non-basmati exports reveals another interesting fact: These exports are 

actually sourced not only below-MSP, but also below the average mandi prices in the country, after 

one adjusts for freight from mandi to port and loading charges at the port. 

  

Solutions: 

Saving Water with Alternate Wetting Drying (AWD): 

Alternate Wetting and Drying (AWD) is a water-saving technology that farmers can apply to reduce 

their irrigation water consumption in rice fields without decreasing its yield.  

In AWD, irrigation water is applied a few days after the disappearance of the ponded water.  

Hence, the field gets alternately flooded and non-flooded. The number of days of non-flooded soil 

between irrigations can vary from 1 to more than 10 days depending on the number of factors such 

as soil type, weather, and crop growth stage. 
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Direct Seeding of Rice: 

Direct seeded rice (DSR), probably the oldest method of crop establishment, is gaining popularity 

because of its low-input demand.  

It offers certain advantages viz., it saves labour, requires less water, less drudgery, early crop 

maturity, low production cost, better soil physical conditions for following crops and less methane 

emission, provides better option to be the best fit in different cropping systems. 

 

Conclusion: 

It is high time that policymakers revisit the entire gamut of rice and sugar systems, from their 

MSP/FRP to their production and procurement, ensuring ‘more crop per drop’.  

In case of rice, procurement will have to be limited to the needs of PDS, and within PDS it is high 

time to introduce the option of direct cash transfers.  

All these will go a long way to promote better diversification of our agri-systems, better use of our 

scarce water supplies, lesser GHG emissions, save on unproductive use of financial resources locked 

up in burgeoning grains stocks with the FCI.  

And all these savings can be used for doubling investments in agri-R&D to improve productivity on 

sustainable basis and improve farming practices for minimising carbon emissions.  

An export-led strategy also needs to minimise logistics costs by investing in better infrastructure 

and logistics.  

Only then one can ensure sharing the returns of these investments with farmers to give them 

better deal in terms of higher and more stable incomes. 

 

6.Saving biodiversity, securing earth’s future 
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Context: 

India’s vast and rich biodiversity gives the nation a unique identity, of which we can be proud.  

The varied ecosystems across land, rivers, and oceans, feed our people, enhance public health 

security, and shield us from environmental disasters.  

Our biodiversity also serves as a perpetual source of spiritual enrichment, intimately linked to our 

physical and mental well-being. 

 

Staggering value of forests: 

1. Climate change and the ongoing pandemic will put additional stresses on our natural 

ecosystems even though it is becoming clear that repairing our dysfunctional relationship 

with nature is one of the ways to mitigate climate change and curtail future outbreaks of 

infectious diseases that can bring unimaginable misery.  

2. The precise economic value of all ecosystem services provided by biodiversity may not be 

known, estimates suggest our forests alone may yield services worth more than a trillion 

rupees per year.  

3. Imagine how much greater this value will be with grasslands, wetlands, freshwater, and 

marine added. 

4. Sadly, today, we face not only one of the worst public health crises but also worldwide 

declines in biodiversity.  

5. Globally, we have lost 7% intact forests since 2000, and recent assessments indicate that 

over a million species might be lost forever during the next several decades. Our country is 

not an exception to these trends. 

 

Investments in the field: National Mission on Biodiversity and Human Well-Being (NMBHWB): 

Government is considering major investments in biodiversity science to meet societal needs.  

In 2018, the Prime Minister’s Science, Technology and Innovation Advisory Council (PM-STIAC) 

approved an ambitious National Mission on Biodiversity and Human Well-Being (NMBHWB).  

National Biodiversity Authority to hold consultations and prepare road maps of the Mission that will 

be steered by a core of the country’s leading biodiversity science and conservation organisations, 

from public, academic, and civil society sectors. 

 

Biodiversity rejuvenation through the NMBHWB: 
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The Mission will strengthen the science of restoring, conserving, and sustainably utilising India’s 

natural heritage. 

This Mission embed biodiversity as a key consideration in all developmental programmes, 

particularly in agriculture, ecosystem services, health, bio-economy, and climate change mitigation;  

Establish a citizen and policy-oriented biodiversity information system; and enhance capacity across 

all sectors for the realisation of India’s national biodiversity targets and United Nations Sustainable 

Development Goals (UN SDGs). 

Furthermore, the Mission will allow India (home to nearly 8% of global biodiversity on just 2.3% of 

global land area, and containing sections of four of the 36 global biodiversity hotspots) to emerge 

as a leader in demonstrating linkage between conservation of natural assets and societal well-

being. 

 

An important framework needed for National Mission on Biodiversity and Human Well-Being 

(NMBHWB): 

The ongoing spread of COVID-19 places this Mission among the most significant national initiatives.  

The pandemic has exposed the dysfunctional relationship between humanity and nature.  

We must urgently address the issues it has laid bare:  

1. The emergence of infectious diseases;  

2. Lack of food and nutritional security;  

3. Rural unemployment; and  

4. Climate change.  

With all its stresses on nature, rural landscapes, and public health.  

In response to these critical and interrelated issues, the Mission offers a holistic framework, 

integrated approaches, and widespread societal participation. 

 

National Mission on Biodiversity and Human Well-Being (NMBHWB): 

1. The Mission’s comprehensive efforts will empower India to restore, and even increase, our 

natural assets by millions of crores of rupees.  

2. Mitigation programmes will lessen the impacts of climate change and other natural disasters, 

such as pandemics and floods.  

3. We can rejuvenate agricultural production systems and increase rural incomes from 

biodiversity-based agriculture while also creating millions of green jobs in restoration and 

nature tourism.  
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4. Restoration activities across India’s degraded lands, which amount to almost a third of our 

land area, alone could generate several million jobs. 

5. The Mission will help India meet its commitments under the new framework for the 

Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), and UN SDGs related to pressing social issues 

including poverty alleviation, justice and equity, and protection of life.  

6. It will generate a strong national community committed to sustaining biodiversity, 

promoting social cohesion and uniting the public behind an important goal. 

 

Need for a cadre for National Mission on Biodiversity and Human Well-Being (NMBHWB): 

1. The planned Mission recognises that we need a strong and extensive cadre of human 

resources required to meet the enormous and complex environmental challenges of the 21st 

century.  

2. This will require training professionals of the highest calibre in sustainability and biodiversity 

science, along with an investment in civil society outreach.  

3. The gains of environmental change will be upheld and carried forward by the cultural change 

from environmental education for millions of students, from kindergarten to postgraduate 

levels. 

4. Equally important, the Mission’s “One Health” programme, integrating human health with 

animal, plant, soil and environmental health, has both the preventive potential to curtail 

future pandemics along with the interventional capability for unexpected public health 

challenges.  

5. Additional programmes, directed at food and nutritional security, will in turn also influence 

public health outcomes. 

 

Way Ahead: 

Thus, preserving biodiversity is directly relevant to the social, economic, and environmental well-

being of our people.  

We must rethink and reimagine the concept of One Health for all living organisms, including the 

invisible biota in soils that sustain our agricultural systems. 

National Mission on Biodiversity and Human Well-Being programme will offer nature-based 

solutions to numerous environmental challenges, including degradation of rivers, forests, and soils, 

and ongoing threats from climate change, with the goal of creating climate-resilient communities.  
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Scientific inputs, especially related to geospatial informatics and policy, can guide the development 

of strategies for conservation and ecosystem management. 

 

Conclusion: 

Finally, biodiversity is everywhere, and we interact with biodiversity all the time in our daily lives.  

Public engagement, whether it is in the policymaking arena, or in exploration, restoration and 

conservation of biodiversity, is a critical component of the planned Mission. 

This year World Environment Day (June 5), with the novel coronavirus pandemic raging across our 

vast country, we must reflect on the ways to rebuild our relationship with nature.  

On the heels of the International Day for Biological Diversity celebrated last month, nothing could 

be more important than to renew our pledge to nurture all life on earth. 

 

7.Radical action needed: Environment Day theme a mission on green action 

 

 

 

Context: 

The theme of this year’s World Environment Day is ‘Reimagine. Recreate. Restore.” It may seem a 

broad-sweep goal.  

But the scale of anthropogenic damage done to the environment just over the last one-and-half 

centuries, and the scope of what must be done to correct this, is so vast that exactitude in the 

discourse is now elusive.  
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We are a mere fraction of a degree away from significant climate-change effects, with the carbon 

budget all but exhausted by rich nations.  

Meanwhile, scores of other nations suffer crushing poverty even as experts forecast, they will 

shoulder a disproportionate burden when the full impact of warming comes to pass.  

The window for meaningful action is closing fast, the IPCC warned us some time ago.  

 

Misunderstanding of definitions of Growth and Development: 

1. The ideology or philosophy that Humans are born to master and to enjoy nature has been 

clearly challenged and shown their place in the ecosystem.  

2. Human race has to co-exist within the ecosystem that includes every micro and macroscopic 

plants, animals, and organisms, etc., as everything in the earth's ecosystem is 

interdependent and important for existence of life itself. 

3. The failure of common populace to understand the realities with continued 

misunderstanding of definitions such as development and progress, as to destroy the very 

ecosystem that they are depend upon, shows the situation of perceptions not changing in 

spite of the warnings with clear evidential scientific proofs and research on ecology and 

environment. 

4. World Environment Day offers a global platform for inspiring positive change in the 

environment.  

5. It pushes individuals to think about the way they consume the ecosystem and gives them a 

chance to take action to build a greener future. 

 

Environment degradation with respect to Bio-diversity: 

1. The UN says humans are consuming 1.6 times the resources the planet can restore every 

year.  

2. In the interim, bio-diversity has received a severe blow, with anthropogenic warming, 

habitat-loss, consumption, etc, having led to massive species loss.  

3. The Worldwide Fund for Nature estimates that there has been 53% decline in wildlife 

species since just 1970.  

4. Ice-melt, droughts, cloudbursts, devastating heat and cold waves, etc, are all there, tell-tale 

signs of the unprecedented impact on the planet the Anthropocene have had.  

5. Popular solutions and proposals, researchers meanwhile say, may not be adequate any 

longer. 
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Warmest temperatures will record in near future: 

1. Tracking global temperature trends provides a critical indicator of the impact of human 

activities specifically, greenhouse gas emissions on our planet.  

2. Earth's average temperature has risen more than 2 degrees Fahrenheit (1.2 degrees Celsius) 

since the late 19th century. 

3. Rising temperatures are causing phenomena such as loss of sea ice and ice sheet mass, sea 

level rise, longer and more intense heat waves, and shifts in plant and animal habitats.  

4. The lead centre of the UN’s World Meteorological Organization, has said there is a 90% 

likelihood that at least one year between 2021 and 2025 will become the warmest on record.  

5. Moreover, there is a 44% chance of the temperature in that year breaching 1.5 degree C, the 

warming-cap (above pre-industrial levels) the Paris Accord holds as ideal by 2100.  

6. In any case, the current pledges of the countries party to the accord can’t limit warming to 

under-2 degree C by 2100. 

7. Understanding such long-term climate trends is essential for the safety and quality of 

human life, allowing humans to adapt to the changing environment in ways such as planting 

different crops, managing our water resources and preparing for extreme weather events. 

 

Solution lies in Ecosystem Restoration: 

Every three seconds, the world loses plenty of forests, and, over the last century, we have 

destroyed half of our wetlands.  

This year’s mission is to revive billions of hectares, from forests to farmlands, and to also cover the 

mountains and deep-water oceans. 

1. Ecosystem restoration means assisting in the recovery of ecosystems that have been 

degraded or destroyed in the past years, as well as conserving the ecosystems that are still 

intact.  

2. Healthier ecosystems, with richer biodiversity, yield greater benefits, such as more fertile 

soils, bigger yields of timber and fish, and larger stores of greenhouse gases. 

3. The United Nations General Assembly has proclaimed the UN Decade on Ecosystem 

Restoration following a proposal and resolution for action by over 70 countries around the 

globe.  
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4. The UN Decade runs from 2021 till 2030, which is also the deadline for the Sustainable 

Development Goals and the timeline scientists have identified as the last chance to prevent 

catastrophic climate change. 

 

Investing in ecosystems is investing in our future: 

1. World Environment Day 2021, which counts with Pakistan as the host country this year for its 

official celebrations, calls for urgent action to revive our damaged ecosystems. 

2. From forests to peatlands to coasts, we all depend on healthy ecosystems for our survival.  

3. Ecosystems are defined as the interaction between living organisms - plants, animals, people 

- with their surroundings.  

4. This includes nature, but also human-made systems such as cities or farms. 

5. Ecosystem restoration is a global undertaking at massive scale. It means repairing billions of 

hectares of land an area greater than China or the USA, so that people have access to food, 

clean water and jobs. 

6. It means bringing back plants and animals from the brink of extinction, from the peaks of 

mountains to the depths of the sea. 

7. But it also includes the many small actions everyone can take, every day: growing trees, 

greening our cities, rewilding our gardens or cleaning up trash alongside rivers and coasts. 

8. Restoring ecosystems carries substantial benefits for people. For every dollar invested in 

restoration, at least seven to thirty dollars in returns for society can be expected.  

9. Restoration also creates jobs in rural areas where they are most needed. 

10. Some countries have already invested in restoration as part of their strategies to bounce 

back from COVID-19.  

11. Others are turning to restoration to help them adapt to a climate that is already changing.  

 

Way Forward: 

The International Energy Agency has recently said that the goal of net zero by 2050 needs drastic 

global action:  

1. No new oil &gas exploration and no new coal-fired plants from this year itself,  

2. No new fossil-fuel cars from 2035, 50% of heavy trucks being EV by 2035,  

3. All coal and oil plants phased out by 2040,  
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4. More than 90% of heavy industrial production to be low-emission by 2050,  

5. Energy intensity of the global GDP to fall by 4% every year between now and 2030, etc. 

These are radical goals. More so, given, despite their rhetoric, G-7 nations, committed $189 billion 

of direct and indirect support to coal, oil, and gas between January 2020 and March 2021, 

compared with $147 billion to support clean energy, per an analysis by development charity 

Tearfund, the International Institute for Sustainable Development and the Overseas Development 

Institute.  

 

Conclusion: 

There is a need to rewild an area the size of China by 2030 to meet commitments on nature and 

climate;  

A similar effort needs to be made for oceans as well. As the IEA and UN show, the need is for 

radical action. It will perhaps mean fundamental shifts for consumption, human habitation, 

progress, transport, etc. 

Restoration or recreation are being taken for granted with minimal or very low outcomes that are 

not validated scientifically.  

The need for understanding of Earth's ecosystems and its relevance with the present-day 

definitions has to be compared to achieve the right definitions that can be sustainable. 

The reimagination should focus on the ecology and environment of water, the restoration has to be 

scientific with well researched inputs from water ecologists and environmental experts to create a 

robust biodiversity ecosystem for the water, avian, and other life forms. 

Therefore, mankind must “reimagine”, to “recreate and restore” indeed, a mission statement for 

environment action now. 

 

8.European Space Agency’s EnVision mission to Venus 
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Context: 

Following NASA’s footsteps, the European Space Agency (ESA) announced that it has selected 

EnVision as its next orbiter that will visit Venus sometime in the 2030s.  

Last week, NASA selected two missions to the planet Venus, Earth’s nearest neighbour.  

The missions called DAVINCI+ and VERITAS have been selected based on their potential for 

scientific value and the feasibility of their development plans.  

NASA is expected to allot $500 million to each of these missions that will launch between 2028-

2030. 

 

About Venus: 

1. For those on Earth, Venus is the second-brightest object in the sky after the moon. It 

appears bright because of its thick cloud cover that reflects and scatters light.  

2. One day on Venus is equivalent to 243 Earth days because of its backward spinning, 

opposite to that of the Earth’s and most other planets. Venus also does not have a moon 

and no rings. 

3. But while Venus, which is the second closest planet to the Sun, is called the Earth’s twin 

because of their similar sizes, the two planets have significant differences between them. 

4. For one, the planet’s thick atmosphere traps heat and is the reason that it is the hottest 

planet in the solar system, despite coming after Mercury, the closest planet to the Sun.  

5. Surface temperatures on Venus can go up to 471 degrees Celsius, which is hot enough to 

melt lead, NASA notes. 

6. Further, Venus moves forward on its orbit around the Sun but spins backwards around its 

axis slowly. This means on Venus the Sun rises in the west and sets in the East.  

 

Why are scientists interested in studying Venus? 

“What history did Venus experience to arrive at this state and does this foretell Earth’s fate should 

it, too, undergo a catastrophic greenhouse effect?  

Is Venus still geologically active? Could it have once hosted an ocean and even sustained life?  

What lessons can be learned about the evolution of terrestrial planets in general, as we discover 

more Earth-like exoplanets?” 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/


www.insightsonindia.com 99 INSIGHTS IAS 

  
 
www.insightsonindia.com                          INSIGHTS IAS                                 support@insightsias.com 
  

 

1. At the core of the ESA’s mission is the question of how Earth and Venus evolved so 

differently from each other considering that they are roughly of the same size and 

composition.  

2. Venus is the hottest planet in the solar system because of the heat that is trapped by its 

thick cloud cover. 

3. A team of scientists reported that they had found phosphine gas (a chemical produced only 

through biological processes) in the atmosphere of Venus that triggered excitement in the 

scientific community that some life forms might be supported by the planet.  

4. But the existence of life on the planet is nearly impossible given the high temperatures of 

Venus and its acidic atmosphere.  

 

What is EnVision? 

1. EnVision is an ESA led mission with contributions from NASA. It is likely to be launched 

sometime in the 2030s.  

2. The earliest launch opportunity for EnVision is 2031, followed by 2032 and 2033.  

3. Once launched on an Ariane 6 rocket, the spacecraft will take about 15 months to reach 

Venus and will take 16 more months to achieve orbit circularisation. 

4. The spacecraft will carry a range of instruments to study the planet’s atmosphere and 

surface, monitor trace gases in the atmosphere and analyse its surface composition.  

5. A radar provided by NASA will help to image and map the surface. 

6. EnVision will follow another ESA-led mission to Venus called ‘Venus Express’ (2005-2014) 

that focussed on atmospheric research and pointed to volcanic hotspots on the planet’s 

surface.  

7. Other than this, Japan’s Akatsuki spacecraft has also been studying the planet’s atmosphere 

since 2015. 

 

‘Venus Emissivity, Radio Science, InSAR, Topography, and Spectroscopy’: 

1. The second mission called VERITAS is short for ‘Venus Emissivity, Radio Science, InSAR, 

Topography, and Spectroscopy’ and will map the planet’s surface to determine its geologic 

history and understand the reasons why it developed so differently from Earth. 

2. VERITAS will orbit Venus with a radar that will help to create a three dimensional 

reconstruction of its topography which might be able to tell scientists if processes such as 

plate tectonics and volcanism are still active there.  
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3. This mission will also map the emissions from Venus’s surface that may help in determining 

the type of rocks that exist on Venus–a piece of information that is not exactly known yet.  

4. It will also determine if active volcanoes are releasing water vapour into the atmosphere. 

 

What do these missions plan to achieve? 

1. DAVINCI+ is short for ‘Deep Atmosphere Venus Investigation of Noble gases, Chemistry, 

and Imaging’ and is the first US-led mission to the planet’s atmosphere since 1978.  

2. It will try to understand Venus’ composition to see how the planet formed and evolved.  

3. This mission also consists of a descent sphere that will pass through the planet’s thick 

atmosphere and make observations and take measurements of noble gases and other 

elements. 

4. Significantly, this mission will also try to return the first high resolution photographs of a 

geological feature that is unique to Venus.  

5. This feature, which is called “tesserae” may be comparable to Earth’s continents.  

6. The presence of tesseraes may suggest that Venus has tectonic plates like Earth. 

 

Importance of Studying Venus: 

1. It will help to learn how Earth-like planets evolve and what conditions exist on Earth-sized 

exoplanets (planets that orbit a star other than our sun). 

2. It will help in modelling Earth’s climate, and serves as a cautionary tale on how dramatically a 

planet’s climate can change. 

3. Scientists speculate about the existence of life on Venus in its distant past and the possibility 

that life may exist in the top layers of its clouds where temperatures are less extreme. 

4. In 2020, scientists detected the presence of phosphine (a chemical produced only through 

biological processes) in the atmosphere of Venus. 

 

Conclusion: 

Even so, this discovery could mean that life forms could have existed on Venus before when it was 

habitable. As per this theory, the discovery of phosphine could simply be remnants from the past. 

The results from DAVINCI+ are expected to reshape the understanding of terrestrial planet 

formation in the solar system and beyond. 
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 Taken together, both missions are expected to tell scientists more about the planet’s thick cloud 

cover and the volcanoes on its surface. 

Scientists speculate about the existence of life on Venus in its distant past and the possibility that 

life may exist in the top layers of its clouds where temperatures are less extreme. 
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ESSAYS 

 
Write an essay on the following topic in not more than 1000-1200 words: 

 JUNE 06, 2021 : The political problem of mankind is to combine three things: economic 
efficiency, social justice and individual liberty. 
 

 JUNE 13, 2021 :Without courage we cannot practice any other virtue with consistency. We 
can’t be kind, true, merciful, generous, or honest. 

 
 JUNE 20, 2021 : Our common humanity demands that we make the impossible possible. 

 
 JUNE 27, 2021 : Our world has achieved brilliance without conscience. 

 
 
 

 

 
*** 
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