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GENERAL STUDHAS

Topics: Indian culture will cover the salient aspects of Art Forms, Literature and
Architecture from ancient to modern times.

1. The history of Tulu and the demarud bfficial language status:

Context:

Clamour grows forulu to be included in thesighth schedule of the Constitutioand giverofficial language
status in Karnataka and Kerala.

About Tulu language:
Tulu isa Dravidian languagspoken mainlyn two coastal districts Dakshina Kaada and Udupi of
Karnataka and Kasaragod district of Kerala.
As per the 2011 Census report, there are 18,46,427-3paking people in India.
Robert Caldwel(18141891), in his bookdh Comparative Grammar of the Dradian or Southindian
Family of LangagesOl f f SR ¢ dzf dz a2y S 2F GKS Yz2aild KAIKE
Tulu has a rich oral literature tradition with fefong forms like paddana, and traditional folk theatre
yakshagana.

Eighth scledule to the Constitution:
Part XVI of the Indian constitutiondeals withthe official languages in Articles 343 to 351.
The Constitutional provisions related to the Eighth Schedule are:
1. Article 344:Article 344(1) provides for the constitution afCanmissionby the President on expirain
of five years from the commencement of the Constitution.
2. Article 351:It provides for the spread of the Hindi language to develop it so that it may serve as a
medium of expression for all the elements of the composite culture of India.
Assamese, Beatj, Gujarati, Hindi, Kannada, Kashmiri, Konkani, Malayalam, Manipuattddepali, Oriya,
Punjabi, Sanskrit, Sindhi, Tamil, Telugu, Urdu, Bodo, Santhali, Maithili and Ddlgei 2Z2danguages presently
in the eighth schedule to the Constitution.

Insta Curious:
Did you know that Kasaragod district is caMe¢l I LJ( la Sanfgaméa Bhumi (the confluence of seven
f |y 3 dzlam F@wisamong the seven? Read more about the fssge

InstalLinks: 6. Overview of the Official Languages Act of
Prelims Link: 1963.
1. Which states in India have the provision of
optional use of Hindi in Court proceedings? Mains Link:

2. What is the Eighth schedule of the Indian Discuss why the governmeshould consider
Constitutian. amending the Official Languages Act of 1963 to
3. What is Article 88 related to? include more vernacular languages in governance,

4. D2GSNY2NBRQ LR 6SNER (2 ~‘ndaioK@siNBnins it td Wil addESglish. T
Hindu in High Court proceedings.

5. Who can add or remove languages from Linkhttps://indianexpress.com/article/explained/t
the 8th schedule? ulu-languageprotest-history-7358953/lite/.

2. Sant Kabir Das Jayanti:

Context:
KabirdasJayanti, the birth anniversanf Sant Kabir Das is observed on Jyeshtha Purnima tithi. This year it we
on June 24th.

About Kabir:

www.insightsonindia.com 5 InsightslAS
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Sant Kabir Das wasvery renowned saintpoet and social reformebf India who lived during the 15th
century. His esteemed works and poems describegtieatness and oneness thie Supreme Being.

He was a proponent ghe Bhakti Movement

He did not believe in any religious discrimination and reamtiygted all the religions.

A religious community known a8Y | 6 A Ndas fouyddbg him and the members of this forum are
referredto asP Y I toIAYNI KA & Q

Swami Ramananda influenc& 6 ANJ 5+ aQ ARS2t23ASa&a ¢gSNB IANBI
Ramananda who accepted Kabir as his disciple.

His famous literary works:
Bijak, Sakhi Granth, Kabir Granthawali and Anurag Sagar.
His versesr found in Sikhism's scriptuféuru Granth Sahib.
The major part of his work was collected by the fifth Sjkiu,
Guru Arjan Dev.

The hallmark of Sant Kabirdas' work consists of his two line couplets,

popularly known a&abir Ke Dohe'.

InstaCurious:
52 @82dz (y26 GKS YSIyAy3d RIadMeel aKdzdj Q 3 W!I AKALQ Ay

InstalL inks: 4. Key reformers of Bhakti movement.
Prelims Link:

1. About Kabir Das. Mains Link:

2. His literary works. Discuss the significance of Bhakti movement.

3. Bhakti movement.

Topics: Modern Indian history from about the middle of the eighteenth century until the
present- significant events, personalities, issues.

1. Ram Prasad Bismil:

Context:

Ram Prasad Bismil was born&ume 11, 1897n a nondescript village in Uttar Pradesh's Shahjahadsirict.
He was among the most notable Indian revolutionaries who fought British colonialism and made it
possible for the nation to breathe the air of freedom after centuries of struggle against the imperial
forces.

Important organizations/works he vas associated with:

1. He was associated withe Arya Samafrom an early age.

2. Bismil along with Genda Lal Dixit, a school teacher fromiyajrarganised youth from Etahwah,
Mainpuri, Agra and Shahjahanpur districts to strengthen their organisatias G NA S RA Q |
{FLYAGAQO®D

3. He published a pamphlet title?5 S & K g I & A & 2and didtrutel it dlowgvith his poem
Wa | Ay LIdzZNR &ri JBnuaryNeB, 1918. To eult funds for the parties, they looted government
coffers.

4. After conflicting views and growing resentment with the Congress party, he fotinegedindustan
Republt Associatiorwhich soon had leaders like Bhagat Singh and Chandrashekhar Azad.

Events he was associated with:
He participated inthe Mainpuri conspiracy of 1918.
On August 9, 1925, Ram Prasad Bismil along with campaishfaqulla Khan and othersextedthe
plan of looting the train at Kakorhear Lucknow.

Ideology:
His ideals of freedom struggle stood in stark contrast to that of Mahatma Garatid he would reportedly
al & GAYRSLISYRSYOS dnfedrs & noyiPA(2 0SS/ GSGKA SOSR o0 8
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Raj Gh&
He was hanged in the Gorakhpur jail on December 19, 1927 and cremated on tF
banks of Rapti river. The site later came to be knowR@sGhat.

Insta Curious:
Who all were involved in the Kakori conspiracy and what was its objective? Read here,
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kakori_conspiracy

InstaLinks:

Prelims Link: Mains Link:
1. His ideology. Ram Prasad Bismileals of freedom struggle
2. Organisations associated with. stood in stark contrast to that of Mahatma Gandhi.
3. Contributions to the freedom struggle. Comment.

4. Important literary woks.

Topics: The Freedom Struggle 7 its various stages and important contributors
/contributions from d ifferent parts of the country .

1. Flag Satyagraha:

Context:

The Ministry of Culture oh8th Junehad organised a programme to obsemhe Flag Satyagraha in Jabalpur,
Madhya Pradesh.

What is Flag Satyagraha?
1. The Flag Satyagraha movement by the freedom fighters shook the Britismgwmt and it infused a
new life into the freedom movement.
2. Also calledhe Jhanda Satyagrahdt washeld in Jabalpur and Nagpur in 1923
3. The news of flag hoisting in Jabalpures like fire in the country and after flags were hoisted at
several place across the country.

Significance:

It is a campaign of peaceful civil disobedience that focuseeixercising the right and freedom to hoist the
nationalist flag and challengehie legitimacy of the British Rula India through the defiance of laws
prohibiting the hoisting of nationalist flags and restricting civil freedoms.

Outcomes:

The arrest of nationalist protestors demanding the right to hoist the flag caused an octogsdndia

especially as Gandhi had recently been arrested.
Nationalist €aders such aSardar Vallabhbhai Patel, Jamnalal Bajaj, Chakravarthi Rajagopalachari,
Dr. Rajendra Prasad and Vinoba Bhawganised the revolt and thousands of people from différe
regions traveled to Nagpur and other parts of the Central Provincearticipate in civil disobedience.
In the end, the British negotiated an agreement with Patel and other Congress leaders permitting the
protestors to conduct their march unhindereshd obtaining the release of all those arrested.

Insta Curious:
Do you kow about Shivapur Dhwaja Satyagratiegad Here

InstalLinks: 3. Flag Code of Indiaverview.
Prelims Link: 4. Manufacturer of the national flag in India.
1. When was the flag designed by Venkayya 5. About Flag Protests in India.
officially accepted by the Indian National
Congress? Mains Link:
2. Adogption of National Flag by the Discuss the key provisions of Flag Code of India,
ConstituentAssembly. 2002.
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Topics: History of the w orld will include events from 18th century such as industrial
revolution, world wars, redrawing of national boundaries, colonization, decolonization,
political philosophies like communism, capitalism, socialism etc. - their forms and effect on
the society.

1. Atlantic Charter:

Context:
President Joe Biden and British Prime Minister Boris Johnson recently inspected documents related to
Atlantic Chartey adeclaration signed by British PenMinister Winston Churchill and U.S. President Franklin D
Roosevelt in August 1941.
¢tKS Gg2 fSIFRSNE LI} | yare®gAtlanicTyartarl Kl SIR TAKYSE OINS O §
LINAYOALX Saz @FfdzSazs FyR AyadAddziaAzya 2F RSY?2

About Atlantic Charter:
The Atlantic Charter wassjoint declaration issued duringVorld War 11(193945) by the United States and
Great Britain that set out a vision for the postwar world.
First announced on August 14, 1941, a group of 26 Allied nations eventually pleégreslifiport by
January 1942.
lY2y3 AGa YIF22NJ LR2Ayda 6SNB F yridiAzyQa NRARIKID(
restrictions and a plea for postwar disarmant.
The document is considered one of the first key steps toward the establishméra fited Nations
in 1945,

What Was Included In The Atlantic Charter?
The Atlantic Charter included eight common principles. This includes:
1. The United States arritain agreed not to seek territorial gains from the war, and they opposed any
territorial changes made against the wishes of the people concerned.
2. To support the restoration of setfovernment to those nations who had lost it during the war.
3. People shald have the right to choose their own form of government.

Insta Curious:
Do you know about the KelloggriandPact?Read Her€Read briefly)
You can make use of this reémce forquestions related to Peace and International Relations

InstalLinks: Mains Link:Discuss the significance of Atlantic
Prelims Link: Charter.
1. Signatories of Atlantic Charter.
2. Components. Linkhttps://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehin
3. World War 2 causes and outcomes. du.com/newsl/international/bideAohnsonseek

to-signnew-atlantic-
charter/article3478366.ece/ampl/

Topics: Population and associated issues, poverty and developmental issues.

1.58f KAQA aladSNItflty HnnmZ Ad&a 18

Context:

The Delhi Development Authority has given its preliminary approvialetaraft Master Plan for Delhi 2041
The draft is now in the public domain for objections and suggestfrom citizens, after which it will be
enforced.

Firstly, what is a master plan?

A master plan of any city is likevision document by the planners and the lasmvning agency of the city,
which gives a direction to the future development. It in@sdanalysis, recommendations, and proposals
keepingin mind the population, economy, housing, transportation, community facilities, and land use.
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What is the Master Plan 2041 for Delhi?

1. LG 48814 G2 aF2a4GSNI I adadhmy®wotSs tAOSHot S

2. Inthe housing sectorit talks about incentiising rented accommodation by inviting private players and
government agencies to invest more, keeping in mind the large migrant population.

3. W! aSNJ LJ @ ToddiehsIoarkidg frdbl&ms, it suggest | Wdza SNJ LI 24 Q LINR
users of alpersonal motor vehicles, except for nomotorised ones, have to pay for authorised parking
facilities, spaces and streets.

4. It aimsto minimise vehicular pollutiorthrough key strategies, including a sg¥itto greener fuels for
public transport and adoptio of mixeduse oftransit-oriented development(also known as TOD).

5. The draft lays clear boundary of the buffer zone near the Yamuna rive@0-metre width shall be
maintained wherever feasible alonge entire edge of the river.

Changes proposed irhe wake of pandemic:

1. Itaims to develogommon community space® provide refuge spots, common kitchens and
guarantine space in an emergency.

2. To improvethe nighttime economythe plan focuses on cultal festivals, bus entertainment, metro,
dLR2NIa FIFIELOAfAGASEAYT YR NBGFAT aG2NBa AyOf dzRS
plan.

3. It also proposeso reduce vulnerability to airborne epidemictirough decentalised workspaces,
mandatay creation of open areas, better habitat design and greztied developments to reduce
dependence on mechanical ventilation systems.

Challenges in implementation:
1. Confrontation from political wings.
2. Lack of resources and fusd
3. Corruption in differehdepartments.
4. Lack of political and bureaucratic will and multiplicity of agencies.

Insta Curious:
Do you recollect, thidabitat Il conference and the InstaLinks:
New Urban AgendaRead Here Prelims Link and Mains Link:
Components and significance of the master plan.

Link:https://indianexpress.com/article/explainedxplaineddelhismasterplan-204l-its-key-areasand-
challenges’352735/lite/.

2. India Smart Cities Awards 2020:

Context:
TheUnion ministry of housing and urban affaitsas released the list dhdia smart cities awards (13¢ 2020

¢KS 61 NRa 6SNB yy22dzyOSR (12 O02YYSY2NI GS &AE &S|

urban development:
1. Smart Cities Mission (SCM)
2. Atal Mission for Urban Rejuvenation and Urban Transformation (AMRUT)
3. Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojatidrban (PMAY).

Performance of various States aruities:
1. Uttar Pradesh emerged on the top among all states, followed by Madhya Pradesh and Tamil Nadu.
2. Indore (Madhya Pradesh) and Surat (Gujarat) won the award jointly for their overall development.
3. Ahmedabad bagged the 'Smart Cities Leadership AwaddCGhandigarh, the award for union
territories, while Indore won the "Innovative ldea Award".

Parameters sed for ranking:
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These rankings were arrived at by the government on the basis of several parameters such as socig

aspects, governance, cultureshan environment, sanitation, economy, built environment, water,
urban mobility.

For the year of the pandeimy additional parameters cfustainable business model of Integrated
Command and Control Centres and innovation in Cetflmanagementvere also canted for the
awards.

Smart Cities mission:
Gol launched the smart cities mission in 2015.
The objectivés to integrate city functions, utilize scarce resources more efficiently, and improve the
quality of life of citizens.
It isa Centrally SponsoiScheme.
Smart city is envisaged to have four pillars:
1. Social Infrastructure.
2. Physical Infrastructure.
3. Institutional Infrastructure (including Governance).
4. Economic Infrastructure.

Insta Curious:
Do you know about the Global Smart City IndBe2d HergBriefly)
Do you remembethe City Innovation Exchange (CiRgad this

Instal inks: 3. Parameters used for rairg.
Prelims Link: 4. About the AMRUT mission.
1. About the Smart Cities Mission.
2. India smart cities awards (ISChR}est Mains Link:
edition. Discuss the significance of the Smart Cities Mission.

3. Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana (URBAN):

Context:
Anniversary evert Pradhan Mantri Awas YojarBlrban (PMAYU) was hunched on 25th June, 2015.

About PMAY Urban:
Launched byhe Ministry of Housing and Urban Poverty Alleviation (MoHUPA) in Mission mode.
It envisions provision dflousing for All by 2022xyhen the Nation completes 75 years of its Independence.

TheMission seeks to address the housing requirement of urban poor including slum dwellers through follow
programme verticals:
1. Slum rehabilitationof Slum Dwellers with participation of privatievelopers using land as a resource.
2. Promotion of AffordabldHousing for weaker sections throughedit linked subsidy.
3. Affordable Housingn Partnership with Public & Private sectors.
4. Subsidy fobeneficiaryled individual house construction /enhanceent.
Credit linked subsidy component will be implemented aantral Sector Schemehile other three
components will be implemented as Centrally Sponsored Scheme (CSS).

Ownership of houses:

Houses are to be allotted in the name of adult female membeiis joint name and all houses to have toilet
facility, drinkng water and power supply. Preference is given to persons with disabilities, ST/ SC/ OBCs,
minorities and transgender.

Achievements:

A total of 1.12 crore houses have been sanctioned utadhan Mantri Awas Yojana (U), of which 82.5 lakh
houses havéeen grounded and around 48 lakh have been completed.
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Insta Curious:
Do you know about Housing rights in International L&e2dHere
Can you recollect the Differences between centrally spogd schemes and central sector schemBg2ad this

InstaLinks: 4. Eligibility.
Prelims Link:
1. PMAY Urban vs Rural. Mains Link:
2. Key features. Write a note on PMAYURBAN.

3. Implementation.

Topics: Important Geophysical phenomena such as earthquakes, Tsunami, Volcanic activity,
cyclone etc., geographical features and their location - changes in critical geographical
features (including water -bodies and ice-caps) and in flora and fauna and the effects of such
changes.

1. Summer solstice:

Context:

June 21this day is referred to afie summer solsticethe longest day of the summer seasoh.occurs when
the sun is directly over the Tropic of Cancer.

summer solstice (June 21)
What causes this?
Solsticemeansd & dzy a i liny&id &G Af f ¢
Solstice is an astronomical eveft} dza SR o6& 9 NI
axis and its motion in orbit around the sun.
At the June solstice, Earth is positioned in its orbit so that our
% 2 NI R QRole s ®ahlindimost towattie sun.
As seen from Earth, the sun is directly overhead at noc
23 1/2 degrees north of the equator, at an imaginary lir
encircling the globe known d@ke Tropic of Canceg
namedafter the constellation Cancer the Crab. This is i
far north as the sun ever gets.

polar day (6 months of day)

N
'

Arctic Circle (66.5° N)
24 hours of daylight

—— Tropic of Cancer (23.5° N)
13.5 hours of daylight

Equator (0°)
/— 12 hours of daylight
y

y
_ Tropic of Capricorn (23.5°S)
y— 10.5 hours of daylight

s ——— Antarctic Circle (66.5° )

polar night (6 months of night) Uhoursof daylight

Implications:
1. Alllocations north of the equator have days longer than 12 hours at the June solskfieanwhile, all
locations south of the guator have days shorter &m 12 hours.
2. This day is characterised bygreater amount of energy received from the sufsiccording to NASA, the
amount of incoming energy the Earth received from the sun on this d&y fier cent higher at the
North Pole than at the Equator.

What is the winter solstice?

21st December or the Winter Solsticearks the shortest day of the year in the Northern Hemisphere.
It is the shortest day and longest night of the year in the Northern Hemisphere and is also known as
WFANBG RIKS2D2NIRENYD | BWAGLIKSNE +a 686t a W
During thiscountries in the Northern Hemisphere are farthest from the Sun and the Sun shines
overhead on the Tropic of Capricorn (23.5° south).

Insta Curious: 3. Countries on Tropic of Cancer.
Do you know abouLahaina noonRead Here 4. Tropic of Capricorn.
5. Perihelion vs Aphgin.

InstaLinks:

Prelims Link: Linkhttps://indianexpress.com/article/explained/s
1. What is Solstice? ummersolsticeexplainedwhy-june-21-will-be-the-
2. Differences between Summer and Winter longestday-of-the-yearin-northern-hemisphere

Solstices. 7367636/lite/.
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GENERAL STUDZES

Topics: Indian Constitution - historical underpinnings, evolution, features, amendments,
significant provisions and basic structure; Comparison of the I ndian constitutional scheme
with that of other countries.

1. Rengma Nagas demand autonomous council:

Context:

TheRengma Nagaim Assam have written to Union Home Minister Amit Shah demaratirsgitonomous
district councilamid a decision by the Central and the State governmentgpgrade theKarbi Anglong
Autonomous Council (KAAC) into a territorial council.

What's theissueWhat are the demands?
With the Assam government on verge of inking peace Accord with KarbiAnglong based militantNatils,
IM statedany agreement that victimize the Rengma Nagas would not be acceptable
The issue in focus Karbi Anglongerstwhile known asRengma HillsRengma Hills are made the
victims of aggressive influx of outsiders for vested interests.
TheRengma Hills was partitioned in 196ftween Assam and Nagaland at the time of creation of
Nagaland State.

What are Autonomous Btrict Council?
As perthe Sixth Schedulghe four states vizAssam, Meghalaya, Tripura and Mizorasontainthe Tribal
Areas which argechnically different from the Skeduled Areas.
Though these areas fall within the executive authority of the state, provision has been made for the creation
the District Councils and regional councits the exercise of the certain legislative andigial powers.
Each district igmn autonomous district and Governor can modify / divide the boundaries of the said
Tribal areas by notification.

The Governor may, by public notification:

(@) Include any area.

(b) exclude any area.

(c) create a new annhomous district.

(d) increasehie area of any autonomous district.

(e) diminish the area of any autonomous district.

(f) alter the name of any autonomous district.

(g) define the boundaries of any autonomous district.

Constitution of District Counts and Regional Councils:

(1) Trere shall be a District Council for each autonomous district consisting of not more than thirty members
whom not more than four persons shall be nominated by the Governor and the rest shall be elected on the
basis of adlt suffrage.

(2) There shall ba separate Regional Council for each area constituted an autonomous region.

of

of

(3) Each District Council and each Regional Council shall be a body corporate by the name respectively of the

District Council of (name of distt) and the Regional Council ofafne of region), shall have perpetual
succession and a common seal and shall by the said nhame sue and be sued.

InstaLinks:
Related to Autonomous Areas:
Know a few Autonomous areas created by International agreem@&atsd Here

InstaLinks: 3. Powers and roles?
Prelims Link: 4. What areregional councils?
1. What is an autonomous district council? 5. Composition of thee councils?

2. Who constitutes them?
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6. How many states are covered under 6th Linkhttps://epaper.thehindu.com/Hme/MShareA
schedule of the Indian Constitution. rticle?0rgld=GRG8LDQAO.1&imaga=0

2. Delimitation in Jammu and Kashmir:

Context:
For Assembly elections to be held in Jammu and Kastatimitation of seats will be necessary.

What is delimitation and why is it needed?

TheDelimitation Commission for Jammu and Kashmir was constituted by the CeatréMarch 6 last year to
redraw Lok Sabha and assembly constituencies of tii@nuerritory in accordance with the provisionstoé
Jammu and Kashmir Reorganisation Act, 20@Aich bifurcated the state into union territories of J&K and
Ladakh.

What is Delimitation?
Delimitation literally means the process of fixing limits or boundaries of territodastituencies in a state that
has a legislative body.

Who carries out the exercise?
Delimitation is undertaken by a highly powerful corsgion. They are formally known Bglimitation
Commissioror Boundary Commission.
These bodies are so powerful thig orders have the force of law and they cannot be challenged
before any court.

Composition of the Commission:

According to the Delimitation Commission Act, 2a02, Delimitation Canmission will have three membersa
serving or retired judge of the Supreme Court as the chairperson, and the Chief Election Commissioner or
Election Commissioner nominated by the CEC and the State Election Commissioreffiamarembers.

Constitutional Provisions:
1. UnderArticle 82,the Parliament enacts a Delimitation Act after every Census.
2. UnderAtrticle 170,States also get divided imterritorial constituencies as per Delimitation Act after
every Census.

Insta Curious:

Did you know hhat till August 2019, delimitation of Lok Sabha seats in J&K was governed by the Constitution
India, buti KS RSt AYAUIlI GA2y 2 % wiask&erdeddy théammuladdxK&hart @ & S|
Constitution and Jammu and Kashmir Representation of the Pedydg 19577

Instalinks: 5. Which arethe constitution provisions
Prelims Link: related?
1. Previous delimitation commissiongowers
and functions. Mains Link:
2. Composition of the commission. How and why delimitation of constituencies is
3. Who can set up? carried out? Discuss.

4. Are chages allowed in final orders?

Topics: Functions and responsibilities of the Union and the States, issues and challenges
pertaining to the federal structure, devolution of powers and finances up to local levels and
challengestherein.

1. Nagaland to form panel on Naga issue:

Context:
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The Nagaland government has decided to institw@mmittee ‘GREATER NAGALIM’, AS THE NSCN (IM) ORIGINALLY SOUGHT
comprising Opposition leaders to psue the lingering Naga .
peace agreement and the Naga political issue with the Centre

Tinsukia

The panel is headed by Chief Minister Neiphiu Rio. e Dibang Valley
How old is the Naggolitical issue? Rt
1. Pre independence: § |7 heens
The British annexed Assam in 1826, and in 1881, the *'“»lN"f‘l"; f.,,',,,‘,m
Naga Hil too became part of British India. The first sig - . .
of Naga resistance was seen in the formation of the i §/~§
Naga Club in 1918, which told the Simon Commission 'ﬁ@;\f (et 7
190 G2 (SFOS da rtays G| vl | e o |NE
FyOASylG GAYSaéd ' MYANMAR =
In 1946 came the Naga Narial Council (NNC), which 7\ - . i
declared Nagaland an independent state on August 1< 1 Z%’L {
1947. \S g:\\
¢KS bb/ NBazf @SR G2 Sadtl ARATE 0N b}
YR O2yRESNEY RIdzYENB Y Mpp g s 1j NJ
C)S)fl.'lé édzLJLJZNJ]éIV? |}/ d?\)fvaSLuoy "oy ue v ar L‘I%_yr\\-P

2. Post independerce:
On March 22, 1952, the Naga Federal Government (NFG) and the Naga Federal Army (NFA) were formed.
Government of India sent in the Army to crush theuiigency and, in 1958, enactéide Armed Forces (Special

Powers) Act

Agreement in this regard:
TheNSCN (IMgntered intoa ceasefire agreement with # Centre in 199and the two have been
holding talks since then, while a conglomerate of sevéfierdint Naga national political groups
(NNPGSs) also got into separate talks with the Centre since 2017.
The Centre signed & T NI YS g2 NJ] INSGNRIB)NYS2@16,¢/ R A YK aF INBSR
GKS bbtDa AY HAaMT ® | 2 ¢S J&Nparaté Kada flag andconstitutadi &
been a delaying factor in signing a final deal on the protracted Naga political issue.

Insta Curious:
KnowK2¢g LYRAIQa YILJ KIa S@2t SR aiAyOS wmdnTt3

InstaLinks:
Prelims Link: Mains Link:
1. Parts of States included under Greater Discuss the issues and challenges associated with
Nagalim. the Naga Peace Accord.
2. About Naga Club and NNC.
3. When was the Naga Referendum held? Link:
4. Overview of AFSPA. https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MBareArticle
5. Overview of Article 3¥ and sub provisions ?0rgld=GSE8LJGS7.1&imageview=0
thereunder.

Topics: Separation of powers between various organs dispute redressal mechanisms and
institutions.

1. Recusal of Judges:

Context:
Justice Indira Banerjee has recused herself from hearing a petition filed bgrthleet of two BJP activists
killed allegedly in the post poll violence in West Bengal.

Background:
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What isJudicid Disqualification or Recusal

Judicial disqualificationreferred to as recusais the act of abstaining from participation in an official action
such as a legal proceeding due to a conflict of interest of the presiding court official or administfitiee o

Grounds for Recusal:
1. The judge is biased in favour of one party, or agfaamother, or that a reasonable objective observer
would think he might be.
Interest in the subject matter, or relationship with someone who is interested in it.
. O13INRdzyR 2NJ SELISNASYyOS: adzOK Fa GKS 2dzR3ISQ
Personal knowledge abothe parties or the facts of the case.
Ex parte communications with lawyers or nlanvyers.
Rulings, comments or conduct.

2 N

Are there any laws in this regard?

Thete are no definite rules on recusals by Judges.
However, In taking oath of office, judges, batf the Supreme Court and of the high courts, promise to
LISNF2NY GKSANI RdzGAS&asz (2 RSt AQOSNS RdIAEGROST ag

What has theSupreme Court said on this?

Justice J. Chelameswar in his opinioBupreme Court Advocatesn-Record Association v. Union of India
(2015)KSf R GKI G &2 KSNB | 2dzR3IS KFa | LISOdzyAl NB AyiS
RFEY3ISNIA2YNIOUNS adzalIAOA2Yy Q 2F oO0Al & Aa NBIldZANBR (2

Insta Curious:
Think: What if gudge fails to recuse themselves sua sponte and a party believes the judge has a bias?

InstaLinls: Mains Link:
Prelims Link: Recusal has become a selective call of morality for
1. Grounds for Judicial Disqualification. Supreme Cart judges. Discuss.
2. Who administers oath to Supreme Court
and High Court judges? Link:
3. Articles 127 and 128 of the Indian https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShaArticle
Constiution are related to? ?0rgld=G168MBS2K.1&imageview=0

2. Shifting of jurisdiction of a High Court:

Context:

The Lakshadweep administration has mooted a propusshift its legal jurisdiction from the Kerala High
Court to the Karnataka High Court.

Background:

Theproposal was initiated by the administration after several litigations were moved before tladakdigh

/ 2dNI FIFAYAG GKS RSOAAA2yA G118y o8& (GKS AAflyRE
These decisions included revising standard operating proesdor COVIiPappropriate behaviour,
AYUNRRdAzOOAZ2Y 2F (KS &322 yhBrinenfoOwidéning of Radk SY 2 f A &

Readthis to know more about Lakshadweep development related issues.

What is the procedure to shift jurisdition of a High Court?

The jurisdiction of a High Court can be shifted only through an Act of Parliament.
Article 241states that Parliament may by law constitute a high court for a Union Territadlgdare
any court in any such territory to be a high court for all or any of the purposes of this Constitution.
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{SOGA2Y n 2F (KS & hothiagih thidistiQd derogeatEsyfranitieypdwerdfk |
Parliament to extend or exclude the jurisdast of a high court for a State to, or from, any Union
CSNNAU2NE 2NJ LI NI GKSNB2F¢ O

Challenges ahead:
Lakshadweep is undéterala High Court jurisdiction now
Also,Malayalam is the spoken as well as the written language both in Kerala and Lakshadweep.
Now, shifting of the jurisdiction of the high court will change the entire judicial system of the islands.
1. It will break the bond of language.
2. Also, the Hipg Court in Kerala is just 400 kms away whereas that of Karnataka is over 1,000 kms with
direct connectivity as well.
3. It would also mean extraurden on the exchequer as all the cases, at present under trial, would have
to be heard again aésh.

Insta Curious:
1. Think! Can the Principal seat of a high court be shifted? If so, Reaf’Here
2. Do youknow the difference between, Principal Seat, Permanent bench and circuit b&sat?Here
3. How can the permanent bench or benches of the common High Court be establReadhere

Instal inks: 3. Legal jurisdiction o Ts in India.
Prelims Link: 4. What is the procedure to shift jurisdiction
1. Article 241 andsub provisions under it. of a High Court?
2. Jurisdiction of High Courts. 5. Appointment of High Court Judges.
Mains Link:

The Lakshadweep administration has mooted a proposal to shift its legal jurisdiction from the Kerala High C
to the Karnatakadigh Court. Discuss the issues associated with this move.

Link:https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehndu.com/news/national/plarto-put-lakshadweepunder-
karnatakahigh-court/article34873604.ece/amp/

Topics: Comparison of the Indian constitutional schemewith that of other countries
1. What is ranked choice voting, which made its debut in New York mayor
polls?

Context:
New York city userhnked-choice votingfor Mayoral Polls.

What is it?
The method allows voters to rank candidates by preference rather than selecting just their top choice. New
York City is having voters rank their top fivehoughvoters are not required to choose five.

Benefits/rationale behind this process:

Ranking cadidates is far more complicated, but advocates believe it is fairer and more accurately reflects the

collective will of the majority.

How does it work?
1. If somene gets 50% plus one after all the ficttoice votes are counted, then the election is ocard
that candidate wins.
2. Butif no one gets 50% plus one, it's on to Round 2.
3. The person with the lowest number of firptace votes is eliminated, and that cidate's voters'
second choices get redistributed as votes for other candidates.
4. This realloation of votes goes on until someone reaches 50% plus one.

Where else has this been used?
www.insightsonindia.com 16 InsightslAS
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There are some 20 jurisdictions across the country that use rackeide voting.
It has also been used Bystralia, Ireland and Maltasince the early 20th centy. Northern Ireland,
New Zealand and Scotlarfthve all adopted it as well.

What are the arguments in favor of it?

1. It means the winner gets a majority of theote. The usual system of "most votes wins" can mean
someone with only a plurality of the ol vote can be elected, not necessarily the person with
majority support.

2. More moderate candidateslt's less likely that extreme candidates who have a strorsg lod support
but aren't liked more broadly could get through in a crowded primary.

3. Less negative campaigninghe argument goes that candidates need a majority of voters to like them.

4. Peoplecan feel good about casting their voténstead of holding thie nose for that one choice they
get, voters can express at least a first choice for the person they really like.

What are the arguments against it?
1. It's complicated. And complications camdeto errors.
2. Some argue it's less democratic because it egchthe idea of one person, one vote.
3. It could encourage horseading. Rankedthoice voting might make for less strategic voting, but it
could open the door for candidates to make deals witle @nother about who their voters should go
for as a second dice.

Insta Curious: 3. What is First Past theost system.
Do you know What Approval Voting B2ad Here 4. What is proportional representation
system.
Instal inks:
Prelims Link: Mains Link:
1. About the method. Discuss the significance of ranked choice voting
2. Benefits. system.

Topics: Parliament and State Legislatures 1 structure, functioning, conduct of business,
powers & privileges and issuesarising out of these.

1. Monsoon session of Parliament likely to begin in July:

Context:

The monsoorsession of Pdiament is expected to begin on schedule in July.
The last session of Parliament was curtailed andedsine dieon March 25 andinder the
Constitutional norms, the next session has to be held within six monthisis period ends on
September 14.

Baclground:

Three sessions have been curtailed since the pandemic began in March last year. Fast ofdh the Budget
session of 2020. The winter session last year was also cut short. Last year, the monsoon session, which us
starts in July, began fBeptember.

What the Constitution says?

Article 85requires that there should not be a gap of more than six months between two sessions of

Parliament.

Please notethe Constitution does not specifwhen or for how many days Parliament should meet.
The power to convene a session of Parliamentteewith the government.The decision is taken by the
Cabinet Committee on Parliamentary Affairs. The decision of the Committee is formalised by the RBrasiden
whose name MPs are summoned to meet for a session.

Why is a Parliamentary Session important?
1. Lawmaking is dependent on when Parliament meets.
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2.1 a2 I GK2NRdzZZK aONHziAye 2F GKS 3A20SNYYSyidQh
take place when the two Houses are in session.
3. Predictability in the functioning of Parliament isykto a welfunctioning democracy.
Insta Curious:
1. 52 @2dz {y26> | FHfF GKS $62NIRQa LRLMzZ I GA2Y A&
age groupRead Here
Read Briefly about IntdParlamentary Union.CLICK HERE
InstalLinks: 5. Who chairs the joint sitting of the
Prelims Link: Parliament?
1. Who can Summon the Parliament?
2. Article 85. Mains Link:
3. Seswons of the Parliament. Why is a Parliamentary Session important? Discuss.
4. For how many days in a year the
Parliament has to meet? Linkhttps://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?0rgld=GRG8LDQS8P.1&imageview=0
2. Breach of privilge motion:
Context:
CPI MP Binoy Viswam has filedreach of privilege motioragainst the Lakshadweep Administrator Praful K.
Patel for denying him permission to visit the islands.
The MP has said thahe Right of a parliamentarian to move freely and meet with the people is
integral to the privilege oftheir position itself.
Background:
The district administration has responded saying that the MP was not allowed to visit as pewvtte Co
protocols in place.
What are Parliamentary Privileges?
Parliamentary Privileges are certain rights and immasitinjoyed by members of Parliameiniglividually and
collectively,d 2 GKI G GKS& OFly aSTFFSOGA@Ste RAaOKINBES (K

1. Article 1050f the Constitution expressly mentions two privilegethat is, freedom of speech in
Parliament and right of publication of igoceedings.

2. Apart from the privileges as specified in the Constitutiathe Code of Civil Procedure, 1908, provides
for freedom from arrest and detention of members under civil procasing the continuance of the
meeting of the House or of a committéleereof and forty days before its commencement and forty
days after its conclusion.

Motion against breaches:
When any of these rights and immunities are disregarded, the offence ésl@hreach of privilege and is
punishable under law of Parliament.
A notice is moved in the form of a motion by any member of either Hoaggminst those being held
guilty of breach of privilege.

Role of the Speaker/Rajya Sabha (RS) Chairperson:
The Spaker/RS chairpersors the first level of scrutiny of a privilegeotion.
The Speaker/Chair can decide on the privilege motion himself or herself or refer it to the privileges committe
of Parliament.
If the Speaker/Chair gives consent under relevaresuthe member concerned is given an opportunity
to make a short sttement.

Applicability:
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1. TheConstitution also extends the parliamentary privileges to those persons who are entitled to
speak and take part in the proceedings of a House of Parliamerargr of its committeesThese
include theAttorney General ofindia.

2. The parliamentary privilegeso not extend to the President who is also an integral part of the
Parliament.Article 361 of the Constitution provides for privileges for the President.

Insta Curious:
Are these Parliamentary Privileges defined unidev ?Read Here

InstaLinks:

Prelims Link:
1. Which provisions of the Constitution protect the privilegeshaf legislature?
2. What is the procedure to be followedin&@& 2 F | ff SISR o NBIFOK 2F {KS
3. Composition and functions of Privileges Committees in Parliament and State Legislatures.
4. What is the punishment for an individual who isifg R I dzA f G& 2F o NBI OKAy 3
5. Can the Courts intervene in matters involving breach of privileges of state legislatures?

Mains Link:
What do you understand by legislative privileges? Linkhttps://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
Discuss the problem of legislative privilegessseen rticle?0rgld=GSE8LJGTB.1&imageview=0

in India time to time.

3. Public Accounts Committee (PAC):

Context:
The Public Accounts Committee (PAC) of Parliament has decided its agenda for the following year.
Because a consensus could not be built, the subjeeaotine production and distributionvas not accepted
as one of the agendas of the PAC for this year.
Ad LISNJ U KS nbdubfeSticad e dbliberatd wpon till there is a consensus among all
members.

About PAC:

1. The PAC i®rmed every yeawith a strength of not more than 22 members of which 15 are from Lok
Sabhaand7 from Rajya Sabha

2. Theterm of office of the members is one year.

3. TheChairman is appointed by the Speaker of Lok Salfbiace 1967, the chairman of the committee is
selected from the opposition.

4. Its chief function iso examinethe audit report of Comptroller and Auditor General (CA&fer it is
laid in the Parliament.

Historical Background:
It is the oldest of all House panels. The Committee on Public Accounfsst/ast up in 1921 in the wake of
the Montague-Chelmsford Reforms.

Limitations of the Public Accounts Committee:

1. Broadly, it cannot intervene in the questions of policy.

2. It can keep a tab on the expenses only after they are incurred. It has no powerit@kpenses.

3. It cannot intervene in matters of dap-day administration.

4. Any recommendation that the committee makes is only advisory. They can be ignored by the
ministries
It is not vested with the power of disallowance of expenditures by the depents.
Being only an executive body; it cannot issue an order. Only the Parliament can take a final decision
its findings.

oo

Insta Curious:
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Do you know why CAG has beerappointed as the Chairman of the Panel of External Auditors of the United
Nations (for the year 2021Read Here

Instal inks:
Prelims Link: Mains Link:
1. Difference between Parliamentargv What are Parliamentary Standjrcommittees?
Cabinet committees. Why are they necessary? Discuss their roles and
2. Standing vs select vs finance committees. functions to bring out their significance.
3. Who appoints chairperson and members of
these committees? Linkhttps://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
4. Committees exclusive to only Lok Sabha. rticle?0rgldeGCL8M5MK4.1&imageview=0

5. Committees where Speaker is the
chairperson.

4. Parliamentary Privileges:

Context:

Congress leader Jairam Ramesh, who chair@tikamentary Standing Committee on science and
technology, has moed a privilege motionagaingi ySgad OKIF yySt ¢AYSa b2g F2I
NBLR2NIAY3I 2F GKS LINPOSSRAy3Ia 2F GKS LI yStQa YSSI

What are Parliamentary Privéiges?
Parliamentary Privileges are certain rights and immunities enjoyed by members of Parliardemdually ard
collectively,a 2 GKI G GKS& OlFly aSTFSOGA@Ste RAaOKINES (K

1. Article 1050f the Constitution expressly mentions two privilegewhat is, freedom of speech in
Parliament and right of publition of its proceedings.

2. Apart from the privileges as specified in the Constitutiaine Code of Civil Procedure, 1908, provides
for freedam from arrest and detention of members under civil process during the continuance of the
meeting of the House or a&f committee thereof and forty days before its commencement and forty
days after its conclusion.

Motion against breaches:
When any of thes rights and immunities are disregarded, the offence is called a breach of privilege and is
punishable under law dParliament.
A notice is moved in the form of a motion by any member of either Hoagminst those being held
guilty of breach of privilege.

Role of the Speaker/Rajya Sabha (RS) Chairperson:

The Speaker/RS chairpersasthe first level of scrutiny & privilege motion.

The Speaker/Chair can decide on the privilege motion himself or herself or refer it to the privileges committe
of Parliament.

5

AN

e

If the Speaker/Chair gives consent under relevant rules, the member concerned is given an opportunity

to make a short statement.

Applicability:

1. TheConstitution also extends the parliamentary privileges to those persons who are entitled to
speakand take part in the proceedings of a House of Parliament or any of its committéasse
include theAttorney Geneal of India.

2. The parliamentary privilegegn not extend to the President who is also an integral part of the
Parliament.Article 361 of theConstitution provides for privileges for the President.

InstalL inks:
Prelims Link:
1. Which provisions of the Constitution protect the privileges of the legislature?
2.2KIFG A& GKS LINPOSRANBE (2 0S F2ff 2¢SWega?y OF &8
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3. Composition and functions of Privileges Committees in Parliament and Staséatiegs.
4. 2 KIFd Aa GKS LldzyAaKYSyid F2NJ Iy AYRAQDGARdAzZ f @GK2
5. Can the Courts intervene in matters involving breatprivileges of state legislatures?

Mains Link:
What do you understand by legishai privileges? Discuss the problem of legislative privileges as seen in Indig
time to time.

Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?0Orgld=GE68NA¥Bhageview=0

Topics: Salient features of the Representation oft S 2 LXctS Q &
1. How are poll results challenged, and when courts have set them aside?

Context:
West Bagal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee has fitedelection petitionin the Calcutta High Court
challenging the Assemblylection result of Nandigram constituencyyhere she had contested and lost.

What's the issue?
{KS Kl & a2dAK0G G Kdledtion{bdzieSayeR vouzon gREhdsiof-coldupRgractice and
discrepancies in the counting procedure conductedHhsyReturning Officer

What is an election petition?
Post results, an election petitiontise only legal remedy available to a voter orandidate who believes
there has been malpractice in an election.
An election petition submitted to the High Court of the state in whiah ¢bnstituency is located.
Such a petitiorhas to be filed within 45 days from the date of the poll resultspthing is entertained by
courts after that.
Althoughthe Representative of the People Act of 195liggests that the High Court should try to
conclude the trial withirsix months, it usually drags on for much longer, even years.

Under Section 100 of the RP Act, an election petition can be filed on thedgdhat:

1. Section 123 of the RP Abas a detailed list of what amounts to corrupt practice, including bribewy, us
of force or coercion, appeal to vote or refrain from voting on grounds of religion, race, community, ar
language.

2. Improper acceptancef the nomination of the winning candidate or improper rejection of a
nomination.

3. Malpracticein the counting processvhich includes improper reception, refusal or rejection of any
vote, or the reception of any vote which is void.

4. Non-compliancewith the provisions of the Constitution or the RP Act or any rules or orders made
under the RP Act.

What happens if thecourt finds that a contention of malpractice is correct?
The verdict on an election petition, if found in favour of the petitioner, may reswtfresh election or the
court announcing a new winner.

Famous examples:
There are many examples, the mdéasinous being the Allahabad High Court verdict of 1975 which set
FAARS LYRAN} DIFIYRKAQ&a St SOGAZ2Y TonmrgundslbfSorrupt NB
practice.
Another hightIN2 FAf S OF A4S 41 a GKIFG 27F RdagthhN&ssemblyf SI R S
elections in 2008, by one vote.

Insta Curious:
Do you know what Voter Caging i82ad Here Instalinks:
(briefy) Prelims Link:
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1. Key Provisions of RPA. Linkhttps://indianexpress.com/article/explained/a
2. Roles and powers of Returning Officer. ssemblyelectionresultchallengedcalcuttahc-
3.0 LISt a FAFAyad 9/ Qa gaNdRGNBnbtitueny-7365499/lite/.

2. Electoral trust declares donation of Rs 3 crore through elaldionds:

Context:
ParibartanElectoral Trust has anonymously disbursed Rs 3 crore it received from Birla Corporation202019
usingelectoral bonds
This ighe first time that an electoral trust has takeithe bonds routeto disburse corporate donations to
unnamed political parties.
However, Association for Democratic Reforms (ADR), an independent poll watchdog, has alleged that
GKS dzaS 27F St SOGNRAS fa LoANRETiorNPMmIEISSherhed 2018 lard@l A y & [i
Income Tax Rules, 1962

What's the issue now? How An Electoral Bond Works

It is mandatory for trusts to furnish each and every detail about

the donor contributing to the trust and to whom the donations m Notified banks are chosen

have been distributed.
But, Paribartan Electoral Trusak said that since the The notified bank issues electoral bonds
donation was made through electoral bonds, in terms o
GKS StSO02NIf 02yR&a a0KS)
LI 8SS A& y20 NBIl.dzA NBR &2

The donor buys an electoral bond using a .
cheque/digital payment A UK

The donor gives the party of his/her choice the bond
within the specified timeframe

The party deposits the bond in an account, the

The Concern: [ : . B,
details of which are with the Electoral Commission

So the main concern now is thaBectoral trusts start adopting
this precedent of donating througionds, which do not permit disclosure norms and discourage
transparency rules/lawghen it is like going back in time before the Electoral Trusts Scheme, 2013 was
incorporated.
In such ascenario, it will be a completenayhem of unfair practices i.e. total anonymity, unchecked and
unlimited funding, free flow of black money circulation, corruption, foreign funding, corporate
donations and related conflict of interest etc.
Such a practiceompletely negates the very pugse behind the inception of the Electoral Trusts
Scheme, 2013 and Rule 17CA of the |I.T Rules, 1962.

About Electoral Trusts Scheme, 2013:

1. Electoral Trust ia nonprofit organizationformed in India for orderly receiving the contributions
from any person.

2. The scheme was notified Ibiye Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT)

3. Obijectives of the Schemé&:o lay down grocedure for grant of approval to arteetoral trust which
will receive voluntary contributions and distribute the same to the political parties.

4. The sole object of the electoral trust it® distribute the contributions received by it to the political
party, registered under section 29A ibfe Representation of the People Act, 1951

5. These Electoral Trust companies ao# allowed to accept contributions from foreigitizens or
companies.

6. The trustshallalso maintain a list of persons from whom contributions have been received and to
whom the same have been distributed.

The electoral trust may receive voluntary contributions from:
1. Anindividual who is a citizerf india.
2. A company which is registerad India.
3. afirm or Hindu undivided family or an Association of persons or a body of individuals, resident in Indja.

Insta Curious:
Similar concepof political financing (especially in USA):
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Do you know what Hard Money & Soft Money R®ad Here

3. Denomination.
InstalLinks: 4. Features.
Prelims Link: 5. Who can issue these bonds?
1. What are electoral bonds? 6. About Electoral Trust scheme.
2. Eligibility.
Mains Link:

Critically examine theffectiveness of electoral bonds in ensuring transparent political funding and suggest
alternatives?

Topics: Appointment to various Constitutional posts, powers, functions and responsibilities
of various Constitutional Bodies.

1. ElectionCommissioner:
Conext:
Former Uttar Pradesh Chief Secretary Anup Chandra Pandey has been appointed asHhctiew
Commissioner
The appointment of Pandey will restore the poll panel to its full strengththgeg-member
commission.

About Election commission of India:
The constitution undearticle 324provides for an Election Commission for the superintendence, direction and
control of the preparatiorof the electoral ollsfor the conduct of elections to parliament, state legislatures
and to the offices of president and vice president.
It wasestablished in accordance with the Constitution on 25th January 1950 (celebrated as national
voters' day).

Composition Electim commission of India:
The constitution provides for the following provisions in relation to the composition of the election
commission:
1. The election commission shall consist of the Chief Election Commissioner and a such numbaer of oth
election commissiners, if anyas the president may from time to time fix.

2. The appointment of the chief election commissioner and other election commissioners shall be mad¢

by the president.

3. When any other election commissioner is so appointed thefaection commissner shall act as the
chairman of the election commission.

4. The president may also appoint after consultation with the election commission such regional
commissioners as he may consider necessary to assist the election commission.

5. Theconditions of sende and tenure of office of the election commissioners and the regional
commissioners shall be such as the President may by rule determine.

CEC vs ECs:

Though the Chief Election Commissioner is the chairman of the election commigsi@ver, his powers are
equal to the other election commissione®sl] the matters in the commission are decided by the majority
amongst its membersThe Chief Election Conissioner and the two other election commissionegseive
equal salary, allowanceand other benefits.

Tenure:
The Chief Election Commissioner and other election commissioners hold off&gédars or till they attain the
age of 65 yearsyhichever iearlier.

Removal:
They can resign anytime or can also be removed before thigyeaptheir term.
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The Chief Election Commissioner can be removed from his offtbe same manner and on same grounds as
a judge of the Supreme Court.

Limitations:
1. The Constitution hasot prescribed the qualificationglegal, educational, administrize or judicial) of
the members of the Election Commission.
2. The Constitution hasot debarred the retiring election commissioners from any further appaiment
by the government.

Insta Curious:
Have you heard of ®VEB(Association of World Election Bed)? Is India a memberRzad Here

InstalLinks: 3. Elections to Parliament and state
Prelims Link: legislatures vs Local Bodies.
1. Article 243 vs 324, similarities and
differences in powers of state election Mains Link:
commissions vs Election Commission of Are the State Election Commissions in India as
India. independent as the Election Commission of India?
2. Appeals against decisions of Election Discuss.

Commissions.

2. Attorney-General:

Context:

The Union government has extended the tenuréA@brney-GeneralK.K. Venugopal by a year. He will
O2ylAydzS a GKS 3I20SNYyYSwaQa G2L) t+r¢o 2FFAOSNI GAC

Attorney General Facts:

The Attorney General for Indiais theS y' i NI £ 3 éhidfSeydy ad\Bsyr Jafddts primary lawyer in the
Supreme Court of India.

He isa part of the Union Executive.

Appointment and eligibility:
He isappointed by thePresident of India under Article 76(1) of the Constitutiandholds office during the
pleasure of the President.
He must be a person qualified to be appointed as a Judge of the Supreme Court.
He should be an Indian Citizen.
He must have either completedy®gars in High Court of any Indian state as a judge or 10 yearghn Hi
Court as an advocate.
He may be an eminent jurist too, in the eye of the President.

Powers and Functions:
1. The Attorney General is necessary for giving advice to the Governmentainteljal matters
referred to him. He also performs other legal distiassigned to him by the President.
2. The Attorney General hdke right of audience in all Courts in India as well as the right to participate
in the proceedings of the Parliament, thougtot to vote.
3. The Attorney Generalppears on behalf of Government dhdia in all case¢including suits, appeals
and other proceedings) in the Supreme Court in which Government of India is concerned.
4. He alsaepresents the Government of India in any refence made by the President to the Supreme
Court under Article 143 othe Constitution.
The Attorney Generalan accept briefs but cannot appear against the Government.
Hecannot defend an accused in the criminal proceedings and accept the directorsheggompany
without the permission of the Government.
7. The Attorney General essisted by Solicitor Generals and Additional Solicitor Generals.

oo
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Insta Curious:
Do you think the Attorney General of India has any executive Authority?

InstaLinls: 6. The Union Executive consists of?
Prelims Lik:
1. Article 143 of the Constitution. Mains Link:
2. Who appoints AG and SGs? Discuss the roleand functions of AG.
3. The right of AG to participate in the
proceedings of the Parliament? Linkhttps://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
4. Who can be appointed as AG? rticle?0rgld=GQH8NCTVV.1&imageview=0

5. Article 76(1) of the Constitution.

Topics: Statutory, regulatory and various quasi -judicial bodies.

1. National Commission for Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR):

Context:
Supreme Court isuo motuexamining ways to protect children who have suffered personal loss and trauma
due to the pandemic.
In this regard, On May 28, the Court directb@ Centre to state welfare measures for the children
orphaned by the pandemic.
TheNCPCRnNd the States were also asked to compile data identifying children in need of immediate
care.

Based orBal Swaaj, an online tracking portal, NCPCR made the following submissions:
1. Nearly 10,000 children in the country are in immediate need of care ane gbiar.
2. They include children aged between zero and 17 orphaned or abandoned during the-T8OVID
pandemic sice March 2020.
3. These children ran a high risk of being pushed into trafficking and flesh trade.

Need for special attention:

The cataclysmic GD-19 pandemic devastated the vulnerable sections of society. There are a number of
children who have becomearphans due to the demise of either the breadwinner of the family or of both their
parents. These children need immediate and special attentiom the authorities.

About NCPCR:
Set up in March 2007 undéne Commission for Protection of Child Rights Act, 2005
It works under theadministrative control othe Ministry of Women & Child Development.
¢KS [/ 2YYAAaaAh 2tyeRdsure hat aff Raws] Bolicles) Programmes, and Administrative
Mechanisms are in consonance with the Child Rights perspective as enshrined in the Gamstitut
India and also the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child.

Underthe RTE Act, 200%he NCPCR can:
1. inquire into canplaints about violation of the law.
summon an individual and demand evidence.
seek a magisterial enquiry.
file a writ petition in the High Court or Supreme Court.
approach the government concerned for prosecution of the offender.
recommend interim réef to those affected.

ok wN

Composition:
This commission has a chairperson and six members of which at least two should be women.
1. All of them are appointed by the Central Government for three years.
2. The maximum age to serve in commission is 65 yearshf@rn@an and 60 years for members.

Insta Curious:
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1. Related to Child Right & Protection: Do you know there is no Central law banning corporal
punishment?Different States, however, have enacted laws or made policies to baratl Here

Instal inks: 5. About Bal Swaraj
Prelims Link:
1. NCPCRcomposition and functions. Link:
2. Powers of NCPCR under RTE Act. https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
3. Highlights of RTE Act. ?0rgld=GRK8KP65F.1&imageview=0
4. Children covered under RTE.

2. Norms for employing retired officials defined:

Context:

TheCentral \fgilance Commission (CVGas laid down a definegrocedure to be followed by government
organisationsfor getting vigilance clearance befoeenploying a retired official on a contractual or
consultancy basis.

As per the procedure:

1. Applicability: Beforeoffering employment taetired All India Services and Group A officers of the
Central government orlteir equivalent in other organisations owned or controlled by the Centre,
vigilance clearance from the employer organisation, from which the officerdiamed, should be
obtained.

2. In case a retired officer served in more than one organisatiolgarancehas to be obtained from all of
them where the person was posted in the 10 years prior to retirement.

3. A communication seeking clearance should also batde the CVCIf no reply is received from the
erstwhile employer (s) within 15 days of sending tbenmunication by speed post, a reminder can be
sent. If there is no response within 21 days, vigilance clearance should be deemed to have been given.

4. If the employee is found involved in any vigilanaelated matter or not cleared from the vigilance
point of view, the erstwhile employer organisation would be responsible for all consequential actions

Need for these rules:

The absence of a uniform procedsometimes led to a situation where officials witlinted past or cases

pending against them weremgaged.
Such a situation not only leads to unnecessary complaints/allegations of favouritism, but is also against
the tenets of fairness and probity whiés the basic principle governing the functioning of government
organisations.

About CVC:
The CV@asset up by the Government in February, 1964 the recommendations dhe Committee
on Prevention of Corruptionheaded byShri K. Santhanam.
In 2003the Parliament enacted CVC Act conferstajutory status on the CVC.
The CVC isot controlled by any Ministry/Department.t is an independent body which is only
responsible to the Parliament.
It submits its report to the President of India.
It exercises superintendence over the functioningtibé Delhi Special Police Establishment (LB
insofar as it relates to the investigation of offences unither Prevention of Corruption Act, 1988.

Read more about CY€omposition and removal of membehgre,

Insta Curious:

Do you knowVigilance Awareness Week (VAW) is being celebrated evergdyeag the last week of October and
coincides with the birthday dbardar Vallabhbhai Pafdédnown to be a man of high integrity®ead HeréKnow the
themes of VAW of recent years)

InstaLinks:
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Prelims Link:

1. About CVC. Mains Link:

2. Appointment. Discuss th roles and functions of CVC.

3. Removal.

4. Powers and functions. Link:

5. Reports. https://epaper.thehinducom/Home/MShareArticle
6. Latest guidelines on appointment of retired ?0rgld=G748KVCNG.1&imageview=0

governement officials

3. ED transfers aSsti & ¢ 2 NIi K yInnm®pn ONX®P (;

Context:

TheEnforcement DirectorateK & G NJ YyaFSNNBR |aaSGa 62NIK yInnwm

f2aasSa G2 (53383 ciodzdeSo fidds comneitted allegedly by Vijay Mallya, Nirav Modi and
Mehul Choksi.

In the net I Assets worth ¥18,170.02 crore have
been seized in the money laundering cases against
businessmen Vijay Mallya, Nirav Modi and Mehul Choksi.

DETAILS OF SOME OF THE ASSETS
=

What'sthe issue?
ED had taken up a money laundering probe which
helped unearth a complex web of domestic and R e
international transactions and stashing of assets f’fT:i“ﬂ‘:t‘;';
abroad by the acused persons and their associates Bengalun and
They had used dummy entities controlled b - 5.
them for rotation and siphoning of the funds [fdustriat plotin 8
provided by the banks. - 28.75 acre coffee & I}
But, All three accused had fled OVerseas. & oo tios i on ooy
Prosecution complaints were filed against ¢ <ingfisher Tower in Bengaluru
. = Property worth 1.6 million
the three accusedfter completion of the euro in Paris
investigation undethe Prevention of DR S MM SO CASE

Money Laundering Act

VIJAY MALLYA = Six residential flats,
10 office premises in

. Mumbai

= Solar power plant
and 135 acres of land
in Ahmednagar’s Karjat

I . = One windmill in

*  Jaisalmer
= Residential flats
in the United Arab
Emirates

= Artworks of Amrita

Sher-Gil, M.F. Husain;
luxury cars, watches

and handbags

= Factory worth ¥13.14
crore in Thailand

= One property in
London and two in
New York

= Valuables worth
about ¥255 crore in
Hong Kong

Present status of extradition:

ART COLLECTION OF NIRAV MODI

1. The extradition of Mr. Mallya lsabeen ordered y the Westminster Maglstrates Court and confirmed
by the U.K. High Court. The mattepending with the U.K.'s Home Department for quite some time
now.

2. The Westminster Magistrates Court had also ordered the extradition of Mr. Modi ta. Indi

3. Mr. Choksi s recently found in Dominica.

About Enforcement Directorate:

1. The origin of this Déctorate goes back to 1st May, 1956, wHery W9 y F 2 NJWasYidsnyed, in! y

the Department of Economic Affairs, for handling Exchange Control Laatorie under~areign
9EOKIYy3S wS3dzZ GA2y ! O mpnTt O6CO9w! Qntod

w N

Presently, it is part ahe Department of Revenue, Ministry of Finance.

4. The Organization is mandated with the tasleaforcing the povisions of two special fiscal laws
Foreign Exchange Management Act, 1999 (FEMA)Rention of Money Laundering Act, 2002
(PMLA).

Composition:
Besides directly recruiting personnel, the Directorate also draws officers from diffenezstigatingAgencies,
viz., Customs & Central Excise, Income Tax, Police, etc. on deputation.

Other functions:
1. Processing cases of fugitive/s from India unéegitive Economic Offenderct, 2018.
2. Sponsor cases of preventive detention un@mnservation of Foreign Exchange and Prevention of
Smuggling Activities Act, 1974(COFEPQ&Aggard to cotraventions of EMA.
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Special courts:
For the trial of an offence punishable undsaction 4 of PMLAthe Central Government (in consultation with
the Chief Justice of the High Court), designate® or more Sessions Court as Special Court(s). Theisourt
Ffa2 ©Oaff SR2deNIi ¢ @
Any appeal against any order passed by PMLA cawan directly be filed in the High Court for that
jurisdiction.

Insta Curious:
Do you know the difference between Deportation and EXRead Here
5. Which all departments have administered

InstalLinks: it?
Prelims Link:
1. Whatis FEMA? Mains Link:
2. Whatis PMLA? How has ED become thesapon of choice today?
3. What is COFEPOSA? Discuss.
4. Historical background of ED.

Link: https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehindu.com/news/nationalf@transfersas®ts-of-viay-mallya
nirav-modi-mehulchoksiworth-844150cr-to-banks/article34922424 .ece/amp/

4. Guijarat International Maritime Arbitration Gtee (GIMAC):

Context:
TheGujarat Maritime Universityhas ggned a Memoradum of Understanding (MoU) witne International
Financial Services Centres AuthorityGIFT Cityo promotethe Gujarat International Maritime Arbitration
Centre (GIMAC)
The GIMAC will be part afmaritime cluste that is being set up by the Gujarat Maritime Board (GMB)
in GIFT City at Gandhinagar, Gujarat.

Functions of GMAC:
This will be the first centre of its kind in the country that will manage arbitration and mediation proceedings
with disputes related to the maritime and shipping sector.

Why is the GIMAC beinget up?
The idea iso create a worldclass arbitraton centrefocused on maritime and shipping disputes that can help
resolve commercial and financial conflicts between entities having operations in India.
There are over 35 arbitration centres in Inthat none of them exclusively deals withe maritime
sector.
Thearbitration involving Indian players is now heard at the Singapore Arbitration Centre.

What is GIFT City?

The Guijarat International Finance Teity (GIFT City) is a business district near Ahmedabad in Gujarat, India.
It isIndia's first gperational Greenfield smart city and international financial services centrich
the Government of Gujarat promoted asGreenfield project.
The city is located on the banks of tBabarmati River

What are International Financial Seices CentreslESC)?
An IFSC caters to customers outside the jurisdiction of the domestic economy.
Such centres deal with flows of éince, financial products and services across borders.
London, New York and Singapore can be counted as global finesciees.

Seavices an IFSC can provide:
1. Fundraising services for individuals, corporations and governments.
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2. Asset management and dial portfolio diversification undertaken by pension funds, insurance

companies and mutual funds.

Wealth management.

Gldbal tax managemnt and crossorder tax liability optimization, which provides a business

opportunity for financiaintermediaries, accountants and law firms.

5. Global and regional corporate treasury management operations that involverisihg, liquidity
investment andnanagement and assdiability matching.

6. Risk management operations such as insurance and reinsuranc

7. Merger and acquisition activities among tramational corporations.

how

Insta Curious:
Do you know the difference between Greenfield Beownfield Invetments?Read Here

InstalLinks: 5. Services they provide?
Prelims Link: 6. Limitations.
1. What is a maritime Cluster?
2. What is the International Finaial Service Mains Link:
Centre? Discuss the significance of international financial
3. Canthey be set up in SEZs? services centres.

4. LYRAII Qa FANRG LC{/ @

Topics: Government policies and interventio ns for development in various s ectors and issues
arising out of their design and implementation.

1.LGQa GAYS G2 RSTAYS fAYAGEA 2F a§R.

Context:

The Supreme Courthassaidh i Aa GAYS (2edR@FRyS (KS fAYAGA 2F
The observation was made while dealing with the writ petitions filed by two news channels seeking t
guashing of FIR and contempt petitions.

What's the case?
The Andhra Government had slapp&targes against two Telugu news chanmel$v5 and ABN Anda Jyothi
F2NJ I £tftSISR ASRAGAZ2Y Ay aK2gAy3ad W2FFSYAaArABSQ &LISS

Petitioners' arguments:
They said the government's action is a violation of the ea#lierorder (April 30whichrestrains the arrest
and prosecution against citiens for ventilating grievances with respect to Covi8 issues.

What next?
The court has sought the response of the state government within four weeks on the pleas of the channels
which are charged for various offences including the harsh penal offefrexdition.

General observations made by the Cdun Sedition:
It is time we define the limits of sedition.
Provisions ofl24A (sedition) and 153 (promoting enmity between classes) of therétftire
interpretation, particularly on the issue of thights of press and free speech.

Background:

The ®dition law hadeen indiscriminately used against critics, journalists, social media users, activists and
citizens for airing their grievances about the governments CQVlDanagement, or even for seaf help to
gain medical access, equipment, drugs arggen cylindes, especially during the second wave of the
pandemic.

What is sedition?
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Section 124A of the IP§ates, "Whoever, by words, either spoken or written, or by signs, or by visible
representation, or otherwise, brings or attempts to bringaenhatred or catempt, or excites or attempts to

excite disaffection towards, the government established by law in shall be punished with imprisonment for life,

to which fine may be added, or with impoisment which may extend to three years, to which finay be
added,or with fine."

Need for a proper definition?
The sedition law has been in controversy for far too long. Ofiergovernments are criticized for using the
law T Section 124A of the Indian Penal Code (IPC)against vocal critics of theipolicies.

Therefore, this Section is seen as a restriction of individuals' freedom of expresaimhfalls short of

the provigons of reasonable restrictions on freedom of speech urktticle 19 of the Constitution.
The law has been in debate ever giritwas broughinto force by the colonial British rulers in 1860s. Several
top freedom movement leaders includiddgahatma Gandhi and Jawaharlal Nehru were booked under the
sedition law.

1. Mahatma Gandhi described it as

GKS GLINAYOS Y2y Sedition Nation (2010-2020)
sedions of the Idian Penal Code fﬁ;::coaﬂnlci‘::nz‘t‘;ﬁfi:dnn Penal Code punishes sedition with imprisonment
designed to suppress the liberty of S—
G§KS OAGAT Sy oé
2. b SKNYz KI R RSaONXx
objectionabf | YR 20y 2EF e . === Meshalaya-0
GKAOK dakKz2dzZz R KI B s Arunachal Pradesh - 1
o2Re 2F ftlsa GkI 07 B e [T
bSKNYz alF AR a¢KSE =™ Yoy oinar - 165 | o
ofittkS 0 S04 SNIwE .
| v Bez'ual 22 R ovan:0
Relevant Supreme Court judgements: e i o - e
1. The Kedar Nath Singh vs State of R ove Ny e
Bihar case (1962): S s O
While dealing with offenes under Section _—
124A of the IPG five-judge Supreme Karnataka- 50 - : AndhezFradedhsy:
Court constitutional benctad, inthe Lakshadeep T 14 e
Kedar Nath Singh vs State of Bihzase Kerala - 14- - s
(1962),laid down some guiding principles.

The court ruled that commenis

*Includes cases prior to the formation of Telangana

hOWEVQr Strongly WOfded **Includes cases prior to the declaration of Ladakh as a Union Territory
eXpreSSlng dlsapprobammf the S,I:i,la,:;"ﬁ:::::f‘du is a preliminary set of indings based on
actions of the government without Sources: District Courts, High Courts & State Police
> . . Department websites, Media Reports, India Kanoon, SCC
causing public disorder by acts of Online. Manupatra & wwwarticle-14.com

violence would not be penal.

2. The Balwant Singhs/State of Purgb (1995) case:
In this case, the Supreme Court had clarified that merely shouting slogans, in this casarkBaiabad, does
not amount to sedition. Evidently, the sedition law is being both misunderstood and misused to muzzle disst

Insta Curios:
Despite having so many negatives, why do we still have this law? Read here:
https://www.insightsonindia.com/202/D5/20/insights-into-editoriakunwarrantedarreston-seditioncharges/

InstaLinks: 5. Article 190of the Indian Costitution.

Prelims Link:
1. Where is sedition defined? Mains Link:
2. Section 124A of the IPC is related to? Discuss the issues associated with the imposition of
3. Section 153 of the IPC is related to? Sedition law in India.

4. Relevant Supreme Court judgments.
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Linkhttps://www.google.com/amp/s/iwww.thehindu.com/news/national/itsime-to-define-limits-of-sedition
sayssc/article34688053.ece/amp/

2. What is the negative imports list for defence?
Context:
TheDefence Ministryhas notifiedthe secorl negative import Istt now renamed asi KS WLI2 aA (A O
AY RA ISy Aw bf 0B Reyfs tHatica@nin@v be only purchased from indigenous soufes.new list
takes the total number on the list to 209.
The list comprises complex systems, sensors, simlagapons and ammutions like helicopters,
next generation corvettes, Air Borne Bawarning and Control (AEW&C) systems, tank engines.

Significance and implications of this move:
1. Recognises the potential of local defence industry.
2. Invigorate impetis to domestic Reseal and Development by attracting fresh investment into
technologyand manufacturing capabilities.
3. t NPGARSE |y SEOSt t-&yaAIQ 2HLARINTG HB Adi RO NR NI {Walif NI

What is the negative imports lispolicy?
Introduced in August 2020, the negative list essentially means that the Armed Fofoesy, Navy and Air
Forca will only procure such items from domestic manufacturers.

The manufacturers could be private sector players or Defence Public SectertakinggDPSUS).

Why was this policy needed? What will be the impacts?
As perStockholm International Peace Research Institutedia has been the second largest importer between
2014 and 2019 with US$ 16.75 billion worth of imports during thisogeri

The gowernmentwants to reduce the dependence on imported items in deferaed give a shot in

the arm to the domestic defence manufacturing industry.

By denying the possibility of importing the items on the negativethistdomestic industry is gien

the opportunity to step up and manufacture them for the needs of the forces.

Insta Curious:
Report on trends in global military expenditutétps://www.insightsorindia.com/2021/04/28/reporton-
trends-in-globatmilitary-expenditure/.

InstaLinks: Mains Link:
Prelims Link: Discuss the need for and significarafehe policy.
1. When was this policy introduced?
2. Features. Link:
3. Exceptions. https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
4. Implementing ministry ?20rgld=GFV8KM7L5.1&imageview=0

3. Model Tenancy Act:

Context:

The Union Cabinet has appexdthe Model
Tenancy Act (MTA) Model Act m

States and Union territories can now adog
the Model TenanCy Act by enaCting fresh Wwill not affect the existing tenancies

legislation or they can amend their existin Written agreement must for all new tenancies
rental laws suitably.

Separate rent authorities, courts and tribunals to be set
up in every district

Highights of the Model Lav:

1 Appllcable prospectivel)and will not States and Union territories can adopt Model Tenancy
) .- . Act by enacting fresh legislation or they can amend
affect the eXls“ng tenancies. their existing rental laws suitably
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2. Written agreement is a mustfor all new tenancies. The agreement will have to be submitted to the

concerneddistrict 'Rent Authority'.

The law also speaks abaulesand responsillities of landlord and tenants.

No landlord or property manager can withhold any essential supfaythe premises occupied by the

tenant.

5. If tenancy has not been renewedhe tenancy shall be deemed to be renewed on a metgtmonth
basison the same tems and conditions as were in the expired tenancy agreement, for a maximum
period of six months.

6. Compensation in case of newmacancy:On the expiry of extended period of six months of agreed
tenancy period or the termination of tenandy order or notice the tenant shall be a tenant in default
and liable to pagompensation of double of the monthly rent for two months and four times of the
monthly rent thereafter.

7. Alandowner or property manager may enter a premise in accordance witfite n notice or noice
through electronic mediunmserved to the tenant at least twerdfipur hours before the time of entry.

hw

Significance:
It is an important piece of legislation that promigesase the burden on civil courts, unlock rental properties
stuckin legal disptes, and prevent future tangley balancing the interests of tenants and landlords.

Need for a law in this regard:

1. Young, educated job seekers migrating to large metropolises often complaieojus tenancy
conditions and obscensumsof money as searity depositsthat they are asked to fork out to lease
accommodation. In some cities, tenants are asked to pay security deposits amounting to 11 months
rent.

2. Also, some house owners routindyNB I O K riyl§ 6 briyadydyisiting the prerises
unannounced fosundry repair works.

3. Whimsicakent raisesare another problem for tenants, many of whom complain of being squeezed as
GO LIGABGS OdzAl2YSNAGOD

4. Besides, Tenants are oftenaccusedidi |j dz GG Ay 3¢ 2y (GKS NBYyih8R LINB
property.

Insta Curious:

Did you know land tenures including the relation of landlord and tenant, and the collection of rents are
subjects under the state list of the Indian Constitution (7th Schedule)? Read more here,
https://www.google.com/amp/s/blog.ipleaders.in/7Hscheduleof-the-indianconstitution/amp/.

InstaLinks:

Prelims Link: Mains Link:
1. About the Model lawHighlights. Discuss theignificance and relevance of the Model
2. Role of states. Tenancy Act.

4. Digital tax in India:
Context:
The United States recently announc2a% tariffs on over $2 billion worth of imports from six nations over
their digital services taxedut immediately suspended thduties to allow time for international tax
negotiations to continue.
Thel ®{ ® ¢ NJ RS wdHficeMadzapproved thelthreatenad tariffs on goods fr8mitain,
Italy, Spain, Turkey, India andlustriaafter| Section 30£ investigation concluded that their digital
taxes discriminated against U.S. companies.
The potential tariffs ainto equal the amount of digital taes that would be cdected from U.S. firms.

About the Digital Tax:
India was the one of the first countriés introducea 6 per cent equalisation levy in 201B6ut the levy was
restricted to online advertisement services.
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However, Indiantroduced the digital tax in Apri 2020for foreign companies sellirgpods and services online
to customers in India anchewing annual revenues more than INR 20 million.

Applicability:
India has expanded the scope of the equalisation levy over the last few ye#ag,nonresidentdigital
entities.
Whilethe levy applied only to digital advertising services ®01920 at the rate of 6 percent, the
government in April last year widened the scope to impaseper cent tax on nomesident e
commerce playersvith a turnover of Rs @rore.
The scope was further widened in the Finance Act 222tb cover ecommercesupply or service
when any activitytakes place online.
Since May 2021, this also includes any entity that systematically and continuously doesbusgih
more than 3lakh users in India.

When will the tax not apply?

Offshore ecommerce firms thasell through an Indian arm will not have to pay.
This means if the goods and services sold on a foremmanerce platform are owned or provided by
an Indian resident omdian permanent establishment, they will not be subject to the two percent
equalizdion levy.

Why was it imposed?
¢KS SldzrfAralidrzy tS@8 gl a AYLRASR at2 3IAGS tS@S{ L
and foreign ecommerce compaies who do business in India but do not pay any income tax here.

Which other courtries impose such a levy on digital sellers?
1. Franceimposes a three percent digital services tax.
2. Inthe ASEAN regior§ingapore, Indonesia, and Mg$ga impose a digitalervice tax with Thailand
announcing forthcoming plans to tax its foreign digiehvéce providers.
3. Negotiations are underway aéie Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD)
involving 140 countries to overhault@grnational tax rulegiven the fast growth of internet economies.

Why the United States Trade Repredative (USTR) says that this tax is discriminatory?
1. First, it states that the DST discriminates against US digital businesses because it spexdiadég
from its ambit domestic (Indian) digital businesses.
2. USTR also says the DST is discriminatory because it does not extend to identical servizss lpyovi
non-digital service providers.

Why India says Digital services tax is not discriminatoArd why is it neede@
Business models employed by naesident digital service providersbviate the need for a physical
presence in India and profits eamhéere could easily escape the Indian income tax net. Hence, this
kind of taxation is necessary.
Changing InternationeEconomic OrderCountries such as India which provide large markets for
digital corporations seek a greater right to tax incomes.

Associated Concerns:
1. Eventually the taxnay become a burden for Digital Consumers.
2. It could inviteretaliatory tariffs (such as the latest onexs similar tariffs were imposed by the US on
France.
3. It would alsaresult in double taxation.

Insta Curios:
1. La Lylv?)\I-Qé SAHAGI-fReaéM}fé}\OSé ¢ E Iv?)\éONJ\YAyI-i]Q\LEI«

2. Did you know the Special 301 Report is prepared annually by id&itRies trade barriers to United
States companies and products due to the intellectual property laws in other counRezs® here
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InstaLinks: 5. About OECD.

Prelims Link:
1. About the equalization levy. Mains Link:Discuss the issues assed with the
2. Applicability. implementation of equalization levy.

3. Exceptions.
4. Other countries with similar taxes.
Linkhttps://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?Orgld=GDF8KRVBM.1& mageview=0

5. Indemnity from liabity:

Context:
Amid an acute vaccine crisis in the country, India is expectgdatatindemnity to foreign vaccine makers
including Pfizer and Moderna which would make it easier for their Covid vaccines to come to India.
Now, Serum Institutehas become the latest pharma company to fmkindemnity from liability,
stating thatall vaccine manufacturers, whether Indian or foreign, should be protected against legal
suits for any sevez side effects.

What isindemnity clause?
In simple termsindemnity means security against a loss aher financial stress.
In legal termsjt meansa contractual obligation of one party to compensate another party due to the
acts of the former.
Theclause ixommonly usedn insurance contracts.
In the case of India, if the government gives an indéyniai foreign vaccine makers to roll out their vaccine in
the country,the government, and not the vaccine maker, would be liable to compensate atigen who
claims to have sle effects after taking the vaccine jab.

What are'Bridgingtrials'?
'‘Bridging trias' arelocalised clinical trials which generate data related to the impact ofdign

medicines/vaccines on the indigenous population before they are rolled out for the pulilitese trials are
important in ascertaining the efficg and potential sideffects related to the medicine/vaccine.
Besides clearance on indemnity clauseefgn vaccine makers including Pfizer and Moderna had
sought relaxation on the requirement for a pesgbproval bridging trial for its vaccine.

Are there any exceptions to indmnification?
There are a number of common exceptions to indemnification.
An irdemnification provision may exclude indemnification for claims or losses that result from the indemnifie
party's:
1. Negligence or gross negligence.
2. Improper use of the produst
3. Bad faith failure to comply with its obligations in the agreement.

Insta Curious:
An indemnity claim may be brought before breach of contract, whereas damages claim can only be brought
after the breach of a contract. Read more about thise.

Did you know that The WHO has launched a nofault compensation programmevidsl®© vacines through
the Covax alliance? Read hengps://www.who.int/news/item/22-02-2021-no-fault-compensation
programmefor-covid-19-vacciness-a-world-first.

Do you know what Contract Novation i82ad Her¢Another Concept t&afeguard the interests in a contract)

Instal inks: 2. Where it is oftenly used?
Prelims Link: 3. Benefits of the clause.
1. What is ndemnity clause?

www.insightsonindia.com 34 InsightslAS

=N



http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GDF8KRVBM.1&imageview=0
https://www.seruminstitute.com/
https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/news/science/as-newer-vaccines-emerge-the-need-for-bridging-trials-divide-scientific-community/article33982135.ece
https://www.mondaq.com/india/contracts-and-commercial-law/664102/indemnity-vs-damages#:~:text=Difference%20between%20Indemnity%20and%20Damage%20%E2%80%93&text=Under%20an%20indemnity%20clause%2C%20relief,either%20party%20to%20a%20contract.
https://www.who.int/news/item/22-02-2021-no-fault-compensation-programme-for-covid-19-vaccines-is-a-world-first
https://www.who.int/news/item/22-02-2021-no-fault-compensation-programme-for-covid-19-vaccines-is-a-world-first
https://www.investopedia.com/terms/n/novation.asp

4. Important Vaccines being imported into Mains Link:
India. Discuss the significance of Indemnity clause.

Linkhttps://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?Orgld=G748KVD18.1&imageview=0

6. NPR slips valid for loigrm visas:

Context:

Union Home Ministry hasatlified thatmigrants belonging to six noiMuslim minority communities from
Afghanistan, Pakistan and Bangladesthile applying fotong-term visas (LTVsgan also produc®lational
Population Register (NPRNnrolment slips as proof of the duration of their stay in India.

Background
TheNPR numbers part of an illustrativdist of more than 10 documents tt could be provided to applyor
an LTVwhich is a precursor tacquiring Indian citizenship either by naturalisation or registratiomder
Section 5 and 6 dhe Citizenship A&t, 1955 for the six communities Hindus, Sikhs, Jains, Parsis, Christians
and Buddhistst from the threecountries.
The special provision of LTVs for Hindus and Sikhs from Pakistan and Afghanistan was first made in
2011.

What areLTV®

For foreigners of no#ndian origin, a longr-term visa is classed as one that permits the holder to stay in India
for longer than 180 days (six mondhsontinuously. The main visas that provide this are the Employment, Entry
and Student visas.

Benefits of LTV:
People belonging to minority commities from neighbouring countries having LTVs are allowed to
purchase a smallouse for their family and can even establish a business.
They are eligible to obtain Aadhaar card, PAN card and driving licences. Theolalldwatsthem to
buy property.

What isNPR?

The NPR wd#rst compiled in 201Gimultaneously with the decadal Census exercise and later updated in

2015.

The NPRsia register ofusual residentdinked with location particulars down to the village level andpdated

LISNRA 2 RA O f {088 diKS MOKOYMISENIRIzS (2 0ANIKI RSFOGK Iy
The next phase of the NP&pected to include contentious questions on date and place of birth of
father and mother, last place of residence and mother tongue.
The nextphase was to be simultaneouslydgied with the 2021 House Listing and Housing Census but
has been indefinitelpostponed due to the COWAI® pandemic.

Acquisition and Determination of Indian Citizenship:
There argour ways in which Indian citizenshipan be acquiredbirth, descentregistration and
naturalisation. The provisions are listed undlee Citizenship Act, 1955

By Registration:
Citizenship can also be acquired byisagtion. Some of the mandatoryles are:
1. A person of Indian origin who has been a resident of India for isyeefore applying for registration.
2. A person of Indian origin who is a resident of any country outside undivided India.
3. A person who isnarried to an Indian citizen and is andrily resident for 7 years before applying for
registration.
4. Minor childrenof persons who are citizens of India.

By Naturalisation:
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A person can acquire citizenship by naturalisation if he/she is ordinaritjergsof India for 12 years
(throughout12 months preceding the date of application and 11 years in the aggregatéylétsdall
qualifications in the third schedule of the Citizenship Act.

Citizensip (Amendment) Act, 2019 (CAA)
The amendment provides th#te Hindus, Siks, Buddhists, Jains, Parsis and Christiiom
Afghanistan, Bangladesh and Pakistan, who entered India on or Heémember 31, 2014yill not be
treated as illegal migrants.
For these groups of persori$,K S MM &SI NBQ NI dzA N&y¥assy i oAt f 0%

Insta Curious:

1. Did you know that the process of updating NPR will be carried out under the aegis of the Registrar
General and e-Officio Census Commissioner, India®W all about NPR here,
https://www.google.com/amp/s/wwwindiatoday.in/amp/india/story/explainemwhat-is-npr-nationat
populationregisternrc-census1631251201912-24.

2. Areé2dz | 6 NB 2F (GKS &4SOdzNA (iReadiSre (1 dzNBa 2 F W! | RKI

Instal inks: 7. What are long term visas?
Prelims Link: 8. Latest amendments to the Citizeimp Act.
1. Constitutional povisions related to
Citizenship. Mains Link:
2. Components of NPR data. Why are states opposed to the collection of data
3. Who is an usual resident? under NPR. Discuss.
4. Who prepares NPR?
5. How can a person acquire Indian Linkhttps://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
citizenship? rticle?0rgld=G9R8L 71@GL&imageview=0
6. Can an Indian citizen hottbial citizenship?

7. SC urged to stop illegal adoption:

Context:

The Supreme Couhias agreed to intervene afténe National Commission foProtection of Child Rights
(NCPCRyounded the alarm on a spate of complaiabout illegal adoption of COVID orphans through private
individuals and organisamns.

What's the issue?
NCPCR statistics shows that 3,621 children were orphaned, 26,1d&oHdst either parent and 274 children
were abandoned between April 1, 2020 June 5, 2021. The second wave of the pandemic was at its worst
form during thisperiod, leaving a trail of death across the country.
NCPCR had received many complaints in tayprivate individuals and organisations have been
actively collecting déa on these children while claiming that they want to assist families and children
in adoption.
Social media posts are circulating that children are up for adoption. This ily pll@igal and violates
the Juvenile Justice Act
The Act alsprohibits the disclosure of identity of childremvith regard to the name, school, age,
address or anynformation which would reveal the essential details of the child.

What isthe procedure to be followed with children who have been orphaned?
1. If someone hasmiormation about a child in need of care, then they must contact one of the four
agencies: Chiloshe 1098, or the district Child Welfare Committee (CWC), District Chileldeom
Officer (DCPO) or the helpline of the State Commission for Protection|dfRigints.
2. Following this, the CWC will assess the child and place him or her in the immeattiaief a Specialised
Adoption Agency.
3. When there is a child without a falyj the State becomes the guardian.
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About JJ Act, 2015:

1. Aim: ToComprehensively address children in conflict with law and children in need of care and
protection.

2. It mandates s#ting up Juvenile Justice Boards and Child Welfare Commitieesvery distict. Both
must have at least oneoman member each.

3. Also,the Central AdoptionResource Authority (CARAYas grantedhe status of a statutory bodyo
enable it to perform its function more effectively.

4. All Child Care #titutions, whether run by State Government or by voluntary or-gorernmental
organisations are to bmandatorily registered under the Act within 6 months from the date of
commencement othe Act.

Insta Curious:
Did you know about the Eligibility aiia for prospective adoptive parent&ead here

Read in brief abat Adoption Procedure For NeResident Indian, Overseas Citizens Of India And Foreign
Prospective Adoptive Parentgead Here

Do you know what Adoption Medicine iB2ad Here

InstalL inks: 5. About NCPCR.
Prelims Link:
1. Key Provisions. Mains Link:
2. About CARA. Discuss the significance of Juvenile Justice law.
3. Registration of Childcare institutions as per
the Act. Linkhttps://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
4. Latest amedments pioposed. rticle?0rgld=G268IKD5.1&imageiew=0

8. Vehicle scrappage policy:

Context:

Finance and Corporate Affairs Minister Nirmala Sitharaman has called for expediting the implementtt®n of
vehicle scrappage policy

About the Vehicle Scrappage Policy

1. Old vehiats will haveo passa fithess testbefore reregistration and as per the poligovernment
commercial vehicles more than 15 years old and private vehicles which are over 20 years old will be
scrapped.

2. As a disincentivancreased reregistration feeswould be appliable for vehicles 15 years or older from
the initial date registration.

3. The state governments may be advisedfter a roadtax rebate of up to 25% for personal vehicles
and up to 15% for commercial vehiclés provide incentive tawners ofold vehiclego scrap old and
unfit vehicles.

Issues with the new policy:
1. Limited incentive and poor cost economics for trucks.
2. Lack of addressable volumes for other segments.
3. The potential benefit from scrapping a-Y8arold, entrylevelsmall carvik f f 008, whereas &sn
NEBaltS @I ftdzS Aa I NRdzyR hpZnnnd® ¢KFG YI1Sa a

Need of the hour:

With this background, for the scrappage policy to be seamlessly implemented, we should have a
comprehensive plan in terms of remving ELV (& of life \ehicles) from the road. Freight transporters need
stronger financial support. However, that said, it is important to note that unless old fleet vehicles are off the
road, the benefits of implementation of BS VI vehicles will notulig feverayed.
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InstaCurious:
Do you know about the International Ship Recycling Convention, also known as the Hong Kong Convention
Read Here

Do you know about th Green TaxRead here

InstaLinks: Mains Link:

Prelims Link: Discuss the issues associated with the policy.
1. Key features of the policy.
2. Applicability. Linkhttps://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
3. Incentives. rticle?0rgld=G4V8LMRMB.1&imageview=0

9. National Food Security Act (NFSA):

Context:
The @ntre has informed the Supreme Cotinat the Staes and the Union Territories have purchased nearly
3.7 lakh tonnes of foodgrains at concessional rates frioenFood Corporation of Indi¢his year to supply to
migrants without ration cardsral others ouside the protective cover ghe National FoodSecurity Act
(NFSA)
With this, the centre has debunked apprehensions raised in court that those without ration cards ma
be left to die amid a devastating pandemic.

Background:
The{ dzLINBYS [/ 2dz2NI KIF R |
OF NRa¢ o

1 SR wikréachmi§rgini IaBureis fvithQuEration A y°
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Context:

Centre amends Food Security rutegrevent ration leakage, corruption
The government said that this amendment has been made as an attemakédforward the
reform process envisaged und8ection 12 othe National Food Security Act (NESA), 2@3wvay
of improvingthe transparency of the operation of the Targeted Public Distribution Systef}¥B)
under NFSA.

Significance:
1. This amendment aims to ensure the right quantity to beneficiaries in the distribution of subsid
food grains undethe National Food Security ACNFSA), 20138s per their entitlement.
2. It alsoincentivizes states who &ve been using ePoS efficientiynd encourages states to improve
efficiency in ePoS operations and generate savings.

The amendment:

According to the amendment, states that arespging their ePoS devices judiciously and are able to
generate savings fro the additional margin of Rs 17 per quintal can now utilise the savings for purcha
operations and maintenance of electronic weighing scales and their integration with thegisiale
devices.

National Food Security Act (NFSA), 2013:
The objective is to provide for food and nutritional security in human life cycle approaehshying access to
adequate quantity of quality food at affordabprices tgpeople to live a life with dignity.

Key features:

Coverage and entitlement under Targeted Public Distribution System (TPD®)TDPS covers 50% of the
urban population and 75%f éhe rural population, with uniform entitlement of 5 kg per persper month
However, the poorest of the poor households will continue to receive 35 kg of food grains per household pe
month underAntyodaya Anna Yojana (AAY).
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Subsidised prices under TBEand their revisionFor a period of three years from the dateammencemat

of the Act, Food grains under TPDS will be made available at subsidised prices of Rs. 3/2/1 per kg for rice,
wheat and coarse grains.

Identification of HouseholdsThe identifcation of eligible households is to be done by States/UTs ufdé&S
determined for each State.

Nutritional Support to women and childrenChildren in the age group of 6 months to 14 years and pregnant
women and lactating mothers will be entitled to meals per prescribed nutritional norms under Integrated
Child Devlmpment Serices (ICDS) and Midlay Meal (MDM) schemes. Malnourished children up to the age of
6 have been prescribed for higher nutritional norms.

Maternity Benefit: Pregnant women and laating mothers will also be receiving maternity benefit of R90.,0
Women Enpowerment: For the purpose of issuing of ration cards, eldest woman of the household of age 18
years or above is to be the head of the household.

Grievance Redressal Mechanis@rievance redressal mechanism available at the District and IBtagks.

Caal 2F GNYyaLR2NIIFIGA2Y 3 KFEyRftAy3 27F T 2Rxpehditird v a
incurred by the state on transportation of food grains within the Statéj & KI Yy Rf Ay3 | yR Ct
per norms to be deviseaf this purmpse and assistance to states will be provided by the Central Government
to meet the above expenditure.

Transparency and Accountabilityn order to ensure transparency and acctability, provisions have been
made for disclosure of records ating to PDSsocial audits and setting up of Vigilance Committees.

Food Security Allowancdn case of norsupply of entitled food grains or meals, there is a provision for food
security dlowance to entitled beneficiaries.

Penalty:If the public servanor authorty fails to comply with the relief recommended by the District Grievance,
Redressal Officer, penalty will be imposed by the State Food Commission according to the provision.

Insta Curious: 5. Overview of Integrated Child Detoepment
Do you know the differences between PDS and Sevwices (ICDS) scheme.
TPDS? Relhere 6. Overview of MidDay Meal (MDM) scheme.
7. The responsibility of 3dentification of

InstaLinks Households under the scheme.
Prelims Link:

1. About TPDS. Mains Link:

2. Who gets foodsecurity allowance under Discuss the significance National Food Security Act

the scheme? (NFSA), 2013.
3. Provisions of penalty under the act.
4. Maternity benefits related provisions. Linkhttps://epaper.thehindu.com/Hme/MShareA

rticle?0rgld=GDP8LVBGL.1&imageview=0

10. Union Home Ministry order invites citizenship

Context:Union Home Ministry order inviting citizenship aipptions faceSupreme Courtlallenge A recent
LISGAGAZ2Y FAESR Ay GKS {dzZLINBYS / 2dzNIi aF AR (GKS 32¢
LISNBAE2Ya YIYStes GKS adzafAivyatco

Background:
The Citizenship (Amendment) Act, 2019 seeks to ameaditizenshifct, 1955.
1. The Citizenship Act,1955 provides various ways in which citizenship may be acquired.
2. It provides for citizenship by birth, descent, registration, naturalisation and by incorporation of the
territory into India.

About CAA:
3. The objetive of the @A is togrant Indian citizenship to persecuted minoriteesHindu, Sikh, Jain,
Buddhist, Parsi and Christianfrom Pakistan, Bangladesh and Afghanistan.
4. Those from these communities who had come to India till December 31, 2014, facingueelig
persecuton in ther respective countries, will not be treated as illegal immigrants but given Indian
citizenship.
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5. The Act provides that the central government may cancel the registration of OCls on certain grounds.

Exceptions:
1. The Act does not apptyp tribal areas of Typura, Mizoram, Assam and Meghalaya because of being
included in the 6th Schedule of the Constitution.
2. Also areas that fall under the Inner Limit notified under the Bengal Eastern Frontier Regulation, 1873
will also be outside the AcQa LJIzZNIDA S g ©

Issues strounding the law:

1. Itviolates the basic tenets of the Constitution. lllegal immigrants are distinguished on the basis of

religion.

2. ltis perceived to be a demographic threat to indigenous communities.

3. It makes illegal migrants eliée for citizaxship onthe basis of religion. This may violate Article 14 of
the Constitution which guarantees the right to equality.
It attempts to naturalise the citizenship of illegal immigrants in the region.
It allows cancellation of OCI registratifor violationof any lav. This is a wide ground that may cover a
range of violations, including minor offences.

o~

InstaCurious:
Do you know What Saf€onduct is in International Law? Read Here
https://www.britannica.can/topic/safe-conduct

Instal inks: 4. Countries Covered.

Prelims Link: 5. Exceptions.
1. About CAA.
2. Features. Mains Link:Discuss the issues surrounding the
3. Religions covered. implementation of CAA.

11. Govt amends Cable TV network rules:

Conext:

The Inbrmation and Broadcasting Ministry has amendiee Cable Television Network Rules, 19&gjulating
Cable TV networks, providingfor Ga G (dzi 2 NB ¢ YSOKI YyAaY Tegadingady LI |
content broadcast.

Overview of Cabl&elevision Néworks (Amendment) Rules, 2021:
1. It provides fora three-level grievance redressal meahismt selfregulation bybroadcasters selt
regulation by theself-regulating bodiesof the broadcasters, and oversight g Inter-Departmental
Committeeat the levelof the Union government.

Procedure for grievance redressal:

1. Aviewer can file a coptaint directly to thebroadcaster who will have to respond within 15 days.

2. If the complainant is not satisfied with the response, the complaint can b&la&ed tothe self
regulating bodiesset up by TV channels, which should deal with the case irag8 d

3. If the complainant is not satisfied with the decision of the-setfulating body, he may, within 15 days
of such decision, prefean appeal to the Cetral Government for its consideration under the Oversight
Mechanism.

4. Such appeals will be dealt with thye Inter-Departmental Committeeset up under the Oversight
Mechanism.

Composition of the committee:
The committee will be headed by the Additiorssdcretary irthe Ministry of Information and Broadcasting, and
have members from various ministries.

Powers of the committee:
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1. Recommend the Centre to advise, issue a warning, censure, admonish or reprimand a broadcaster,
seek an apology.

2. Ask the boadcaster tanclude a warning card or a disclaimer, or to delete or modify content, or take
the channel o a programme offir for a specified time period, where it is satisfied that such action is
warranted.

Present Grievance redressal mechanism:

At present, thereis an institutional mechanism by way of an InMinisterial Committee to address the
grievances of citizens relating to the violation of the Programme/Advertising Codes under the Ruliésldmst
not have statutory backing.

Significanceof the new rues:
1. LG LI @Sa diskoRg institudional SysgeNfor redressing grievances
2. It placesaccountability and responsibility on the broadcasters and their sedfjulating bodies.

About the Cable Television Networks (Regulation) Act, 1995
1. The lawprescribes imprisonment up to two years or firgzLJ § 2 MZnnn 2NJ 620K
and imprisonment up to five years and with fine @t p>Xnnn AT Fye& YSRAIF 13
A2t 0Sa GKS LINRP@GAAAZYA FYR (GKS dat NPINFYYS /
2. ThecRSZ GKAOK O2y il Aya | y leS¥ thangeld]siatss thathpiogran®g R 2
should be aired that contains anything obscene, defamatory, false, and suggests innuendos and hal
truths.

Insta Curious:
1. Did you know about the Indian Broaating Foundation (IBFRead Hergbriefly)
2. Does IBF also cover Digisateaming platformsRead Hee

Instal inks: 4. Functions of the committee.
1. About the Cable Television Networks
(Regulation) Act, 1995. Mains Link:
2. Latest amendmets. Discuss the need for and significance of the latest
3. Composition of the InteDepartmental amendments.
Committee.

Link:https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thelindu.com/news/national/rulesrequlatingcabletv-network-
amended/article34842893.ece/amp/

12. What is hallmarking of gold, and for whom is it now mandatory?
Context:

The government has announced the phagaglementation of mandatoryhallmarkingof gold jewellerywith
effect from June 16.

Applicability:
In the first phase, gold hallmarkinglioe available only in 256 districts and gliers having annual turnover
above Rs 40 lakh will come under its purview.

What is hallmarking of gold?
I'F£fYFNJ]AY3 detarmidakod and offii@) dzdbidiagSof the proportionate content of pramus
metal in precious metal articles.

So,fisliker & 3dzl NI y (1SS 2 Fof jradadlik medal atitids. FA Yy Sy Saaé
The Bureau of Indian Standard (Bi&peratesgold and silver hallmarking scheme in India.

Metals covered under the purview of hallmarking:
1. Gold jewellery and gold artefacts.
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2. Silver jewellery and silver artefacts.

Exceptions:
1. Export and ramport of jewellery as per Trade Policy of Government of Indidewellery for
international exhibitims,jewellery for governmentapproved B2B domestic exhibitions.
2. Watches, fountain pens and special types of jewellery such as Kundan, Polki and Jadau.

What was the need of making hallmarking mandatory?
1. Indiais the biggest consumer of goltlowever, tte level of hallmarked jewellery is very low in the
country- only 30% of Indian gold jewellery is hallmarked. Main reason behind thisiavailability of
sufficient assaying and hallmarking centres (A&HC).
2. The mandatory hallmarking wikotect the pubic
, WHAT JEWELLERY HALLMARKING DENOTES
against lower caratage and ensure consumers do not TheBureauof  Purtyof Assay Jewellers  Yearof k-
. . India Standards gold Centre identification marking
get cheated while buying gold ornaments. (®15)logo k
3. It will alsohelp to get the purity as marked on the
ornaments.
4. 1t will bring in transparency and assure the consumers
of quality.

Insta Curious:
Why is the glal which has come from Yanomami territory called Blood GBled here

Instal inks: 4. Exceptions.
Prelims Link: 5. Benefits.
1. About Hallmarking.
2. Implementng agency. Mains Link:
3. Applicability. Discuss the need for hallmarking of gold in India.

Link:https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/whas-gold-hallmarkinglist-of-districtswhere-it-is-
mandatory7361818/lite/.

13. Integrated Power Development Scheme (IPDS):
Context:
A 50 kWp Solar roof top was recently inaugurated in Solan, HahRBcadesh undethe Integrated power
development schem®f the Ministry of Power,Government of India.
The project further reinforceé KS WD2 D NIfSh¢ govenyhéntiehvisagéddh® Urban
Distribution schemeof the government of India.

About IPDS:

Power Finance Corporation(PFi8)the Nodal agency for implementation of the scheme.
Launched in 2014 kylinistry of Powerwith the oljectives of:

1. Strengthening of sutransmission and distribution network in the urban areas.

2. Metering of distribution transformers /feeders / consumers in the urban areas.

3. IT enablement of distribution sector andestgthening of distribution nsvork under RAPDRP.

Significance of the scheme:

The scheme will help in reduction in AT&C losses; establishment of IT enabled energy accounting / auditing
system, improvement in billed energy based on metered consumptidnraprovement in collection

efficiency.

Restructured Accelerated Power Development and Reforms Programm&RRRP):

Launched in July 2008 with focus on establishment of base line data, fixation of accountability, reduction of
AT&C losses upto 15% level through strengthening-§rapation of Sub Transmission and Distribution
network and adoption of Information Technolpguring XI Plan.
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Insta Curious:
1. Do you know the difference between Maharatna, Navratna and MiniraRe&d Here
2. To which category does PFC beloRgad Here

InstalLinks: 4. What are A&C losses?
Prelims Link:

1. About IPDS. Mains Link:

2. About RAPDRP. Discuss the significance of IPDS.

3. What is national grid?

14. The draft Cinematograph (Amendment) Bill 2021.:

Context:
The draft was recently released by the Centre. It seeks to artten@inematograph Act of 1952

Key Provisions:

1. Revision of certificationt KA a4 LINRPQBAAA2Y ¢gAff IABS GKS / SydN
SEIFYAYSE TFAf YAthd deNB Bde of SiimEkriNiBaion @BFC)

2. Agebased certificationit seeks to introducagebased categorisation and classificatioh.proposes
to divide the existing categories (U, U/A and A) into further agased groupst/A 7+,U/A 13+ and
U/A 16+,

3. Provision against piracyAt present, there are no enabling provisions to check film piraiofaton
shall be punishable with imprisonment and fine.

4. Eternal certificate:lt proposes to certify films for perpetuity. Currently a dficate issued by the CBFC
is valid only for 10 years.

Concerns associated:

1. Power of the Centre to order for regéfication may lead to an additional layer of diregbvernment
censorshipgoing beyond that envisaged by the existing process run byghaal Board for Film
Certification (CBFC).

2. This provision also goes agaifisk S { dzLINS Y S / 2 dzNJir@r@nt ks r® éightltok | 4
demand censorship once the Board has certified a film has left the Centre powerless.

3. Various groups or individualsften object to a film just before the releasdyut after the certification
process. with the implementation of ther@posed new ruledjims could be held up longer for re
certification based on random objections, even if it is already certified by theccbf

What does the government say on this?
¢KS J2@SNYYSyild OA(GSa (KS elddnstiudoy in Arfick 10NBtRe TowdttOtiom 2 y
to justify exercising its powers to act as a supensor for films about which it receives comptaigeven if the
CBFC, which is the official body empowered to implement the Act, finds those film do not trigger th
restrictions.

Insta Curious:
Did you know that the Film Certification Appellatabimal (FCAT) has been recently dissolved?

Mains Link:
InstaLinks: Discuss the Concerns associated with theeng
Prelims Link: amendments.
1. About FCAT.
2. About CBFC. Linkhttps://indianexpress.com/article/explained/w
3. The Cinematograph Act of 1952. hat-govt-proposesto-changein-film-certification
4. New amendments. censorboard-7369582/litd
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15. The Gujarat Prohibition Act, 1949:

Cortext:
TheGujaratProhibition Act, 1949s being challenged before the Gujarat High Court, more than seven decades
after it came into effect athe Bombay Prohibition Act.

The GujaratProhibition Act, 1949:
Introduced by the therBombay province as Bobay Prohibition Act, 194% overhaul the law relating to
intoxicating drugs and narcotics total prohibition.
It is an Act relating to the promotion and enforcement of alcohol prohibitrothe Bombay State.
The Bombay state waswuitiled into the state®f Maharashtra and Gujarat in 1960.
Gujarat adoptedhe prohibition policy in 1960and subsequently chose to enforce it with greater
rigidity.
In 2011, it renamed the Act &3ujarat Prdnibition Act.
Please note, the first hint ahe prohibition of liquwr was throughtthe Bombay Abkari Act, 1878 his Act dealt
with levying of duties on intoxicants, among other things and aspects of prohibition via amendments made in
1939 and 1947.

Raionale behind this law:
The state governments@ & { K  tddio the &eal§ &nd pficiplés of Mahatma Gandhi and firmly

AyiSyR&a (2 SNIRAOIFIGS GKS YSyFrOS 2F RNAYyl1Ay3d f Al dz2N

How does the act rule?
Under the Act, a permit is mandatory to purc®g possess, consume or serve liquor.
The Acempowers the police tarrest a person for purchasing, consuming or serving alcohol without
the permit with punishment ranging from three months to five years in prison.

What are the main grounds raised agsit prohibition of liquor and in favour of protbition?

1. The right ofprivacy is violatedwhich was given voice by the Supreme Court in 20PUitaswamy
judgment The Right is associated with the citizens' right to eat and drink as per their choice.

2. Ground of manifest arbitrarinessThe law grantéiealth permits and termporary permits to outof-state
tourists. The petition says there are no intelligible differences in the classes thus being created by th
state on who gets to drink and who does not arolatesthe Right to Equality under Article 14f the
Constitution.

14

The following arguments indicate that such ban was the need of the hour:

1. ¢KS [/ 2yadAlddziazy LX I OSa | NBalLRyairAoAfAde 2y
consumph 2y 2F | f O2K2t¢ O6! NUAOES nt0o

2. Strict state regulation is imperative discourage regular and excessive consumption of alcohol.

3. Alcohol denuds family resources and reserves and leaves women and children as its most vulnerable
victims. A social stigma Bgast as far as the family unit is concerned is still attachedeo th
consumption of alcohol.

4. Vulnerable persons, either because of age orcpvity towards intoxication or as a feature of peer
pressure, more often than not, succumb to this temptation.

Insta Curious:
Do you remember the Doctrine of Reasonable Classifin?Read HeréBriefly)

InstalLinks: 4. Other states that have banned sale of
Prelims Link: alcohol.

1. Key Provisions.

2. Excepions. Mains Lnk:

3. Punishments. Discuss the Concerns associated v@thjarat

Prohibition Act, 1949.
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16. D2 dzy OSAf & cdHy fI 1K ONERNEB

Context:
The government has announced some fresiefeneasures for  gijscal Slippage
latest announcements market borrowing

wave. at less than 1% of GDP: = R te AT
Experts to 23 lakh crore

the economy, the first such package after the second CQYIL riscatimpactof Fvt's [T i &

Direct fiscal stimulus

Focus of the latest package: limited, majority in
. . . it rant
Extending loan guaranés and concessional credit for e
. . . Fiscal deficit could
pandemichit sectors and investments to ramp up healthcare _increase to 7578% of ‘
GDP over targeted 6.8%

capacities.
Financial implications: ¢ SHy S dppo ONBNBZI NBLINBASYdGAy3a | 062 dz

Details of the measures:

032

1. Expansion of the existiigmergency Credit Line Guarantee Schedné Mmdp fF 1K ONEP
2.1 yS¢g TAOKSYCGNEFRBI f 21 ya diaroives through migrefihance K { 2
institutions.
3. Afresh loan guarantee facilitg ¥ MM fdr hedlthcar©iN@shdgnts in nometropolitan
areas and sectors such as tourism.
4. 1 &SLI NXGS HoZXHHAN OpuBidNGBaltiKwitiia fac® @ yaediatri€ caréphithS R

will also be utilisedor increasing ICU beds, oxygen supply and augmenting medical care professionals

for the short term by recruiting final year students and interns.

5. LYRANBOG &dzLdLl2 NI T2 NJ S E lhpnedi five yeadsNIi K Mdum ]

6. Free onemonth visas for fivéakh tourists.
7. A new seed varieties for farmers.

Benefits/implications of these measures:

1. The measures to keep enterprises afloat in the aftermath of COVID 2.0.

2. ¢KS SEGSyaArzy 27 rage froekp@cied t pravidiSsighififaRt sippodite cash
flow of the stressed sectors.

3. Tourism had been one of the most impacted sectors and the package would usher imeadgd
liquidity and help revive the employmeirtensive sector.

4. The pinpoin focus on augmenting manpower and infrastructuredources for pediatric care is a
welcome step and a new beginning.

Are these measures sufficient?

Experts believe that these measures would not tackle low demand, low GDP, high inflation and unemploym

What needs to be done?

Ours is not an expoidriven economy but a consumptiediriven economy. Nearly 55% of our GDP is made up

of consumption. And for consumption to go up, we need to put money in the hands of the people.
Therefore, the need of thbour is to generate new demand and for that toppen, we need to
increase consumption.
th NR2dza ad0iG2NE 27 ( xRelief measures

K2t RAY3 FyR y2( $SEL} yEHmmg

= Emergency Credit Line

crore credit “ Guarantee Scheme ex- = Fresh loans to over
guarantee for panded by ¥1.5 lakh crore 11,000 tourism agents and |
. e 3h 650G RS ORI R uides to resume work e
Need for these measures: et oo hetros | = €60,000 crore loan 9 "

guarantees and = EPF sops for new jobs

+ | N\y\ 2 dZé. é lj dZF’Q }\ é é K | @ é é K 2 -I;tgesrflztratecapped concessional credit for with salaries less than
- at 7.

some sectors %15,000 per month b ‘& l
shrunk by 3.2 crore and about 7.5 crore people@ve = eso00corefor | a25 akhsmatiborowers | 557 1M -‘v’?\§ ).}

public projects to to get guaranteed cheap | “rtf .\.\\ : ¢
pushed below the poverty line in 2020. This is largely taament pacditic | toans worth €500 crore | Free tourist visas &%
care, lICU ld)EdstXleEH through micro-finance for first five lakh
supply and medical fi t "
impact of Pandemic. Ay ik Viitois D

Insta Curious:
Do you know what Direct Monetisation of deficit BR2ad Here
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InstaLinks:

Prelims Link: Mains Link:Discuss about the significance of the
1. Overview of the measures aannced. measures announced.
2. About the ECLGS. Linkhttps://epaper.thehindu.com/Horme/MShareA
3. About the MUDRA Yojana. rticle?0rgld=GQH8NCU26.1&imageview=0

17. One Nation One Ration Card (ONORO):

Context:
The Supreme Court has directed all states and UTs to impletime@ne Nation, One Ration Card system

What is OneNation One Ration Card (ONORC)?
The ONORC scheme is aimed at enabling migvarkers and their family members to buy subsidised ration
from any fair price shop anywhere in the country untes National Food Security Act, 2013
ONORC wdaunched in August, 2019.
Till date, 32 states and Union Territories have joined the ONORC, covering about 69 crore NFSA
beneficiariesFour states are yet to join the schente Assam, Chhattisgarh, Delhi and West Bengal.

Implementation:
To promote ths rdform in the archaidublic Distribution System (PD3fe government has provided
incentives to states.
The Centre had even stite implementation of ONORC as a preconditiarr fadditional borrowingby states
during the Covidl9 pandemic last year.
At least 17 states, which implemented the ONORC reform, were allowed to borrow an additional Rs
37,600 crores in 202Q1.

How does ONORC work?
ONORC is based on technology thatzi2 f dS& RSGFAf&a 2F o0SYSTFAOAI NJ
electronic Pants of Sale (ePoS).

The system identifies a beneficiary through biometric authentication on ePos devices at fair price
shops.

The system runs with the support of two portaldntegrated Management of Public Distribution
System (IMPDS) and Annavitrg which host all the relevant data.

National Food Security Act, 2013:
The National Food Security Act, 2013 (NFSA 2013) converts into legal entitlements for existing fotyd securi
programmes of the Government of India.
It includesthe Midday Meal Schem, Integrated Child Development Services scheme and the Public
Distribution System
It recognizes maternity entitlements.

Insta Curious: 4. Maternity benefits related provisions.
Do you recollect Azadi Ka Amrit Mahots&e&ad 5. Overview of Integrated Child Development
Here Services (ICDS) scheme.
6. Overview of MidDay Meal (MDM) s@me.

InstalLinks: 7. The responsibility ©03. Identification of
Prelims Link: Households under the scheme.

1. About TPDS.

2. Who gets food security allowance under Mains Link:Discuss the significance National Food

the scheme? Security Act (NFSA), 2013.

3. Provisions of penalty under the act.

Link:https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/onaation-one-ration-card-benefitsimplementationr
supremecourt-modi-govt-7381857/lite/.
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18. Govt.givesnodfor ALX I 2 AYLEZNI az2RSNYI

Conext:
TheDrugs Controller General of India (DCB#s granted permission to Mumbbased pharma major Cipla to
AYLR NI a2 R SIByatcing makihgihe ®urth vaccire inthe country to be given the emergency
use authorisation (EUA).

Currently, India has made available three COVID vactinesvain, Covishield and Sputnik.

About the Vaccine: o -
. ne more joins the battle
The vaccine, mRNE273, manufactured by Moderna TX, Inc., Moderna's COV!D—]jg vaccine has become the fourth one

a two-dosevaccie with the shots to be given 28 days apart.  to get emergency use authorisation in India

Messenger RNA vaccines, also called mRNA vaccanesa # Three other COVID-19
i vaccines — Covaxin, H
new vaccine technology.qniorm. Covishield and Sputnik B —
The mRNA vaccines teach human cells how to make are currently available Jyr— E

protein, or even just a piece of a protein of the virus, lllnhdi;ﬁisalso‘ijn tarllks
triggeling an immune response inside human bodies. g o arais wmson

———
§ Moderna COVI!
: Vaccine

The benefit of MRNA vaccines, like all vaccines, is thi vaccinesavailable " GOMDD A
. . . . . 4 2 % lramuscuier Ust
those vaccinated gain protection withoaver having ® Moderna's vaccine can
_ ) . ) g be stored for a period of  m ile-dose il
to risk the serious consequences of getting sick with  seven months at prescribed = W fiosmesarosnd
Covid19 temperature and normal }
ovi . storage after the vial is
opened is 30 days Based on evidence
.............................................. ciklocted s tha
Regular procedure for drug approval ¥ It has shown to have an new variants of SARS-

. L. i . . efficacy of approximately &
Vacines and medicines, and even diagnostic tests and medi 941%n protecting against [kt

devices, requiréhe approval of a regulatory authority before — Soupraring 14 days - i
they can be adrimistered.

In India, the regulatory authority the Central Drugs Standard Control Organisation (CDSCO).

For vacinesand medicinesapproval is granted after an assessment of their safety and effectiveness,

based on data from trials.

vaccine

When can emergencuse authorisation (EUA) be granted?
India does not have a term like the EUA as in the US or UK in its regyiletoesses. But ithe New Drugs
and Clinical Trials Rules, 2018ere are provisions for pharmaceutical companies to get approvals focadlin
trials for new drugs or vaccines in India.
Whenthere is a declared emergenciyl, K S NB 3 dzf | (i & tNSDCQI \EanltaeRakdll Rhethedit &
is worth releasing a drug or vaccine that is not fully tested for efficacy and safety.

If there is ewdlence to suggest it may benefit patients, then the regulator is well within its rights to issue

an emergency useushorisation to a medical product to make it widely available for use.

Is there a risk in using a product that has only been granted an EUA?

According to the US FDA, the public has to be informed that a product has only been granted an EUA and rjot

full approval.
In the case of a Cowtd vaccine, for example, people have to be informed about the known and
potential benefits and risks, andtleSEG Sy i (2 KA OK &dzOK 6SySTAGa
they have a right to refuse the vaccine.

Insta A@irious:
Do you know the different types of COVID vaccines and different approaches to designing a vacélrad
Here

InstaLinks: 3. Various tests to detect SARSOV 2.
PrelimsLink 4. What is mRNA?
1. What is vaccine nationalism?
2. Which drugs are being used in the Mains Link:What is Vaccine Nationalism? What are
treatment of COVID 19 disease? the concerns associated? Discuss.
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Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?0Orgld=GE68NG66I.1&imageview=0

Topics: Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and States
and the performance of these schemes.

1. Maintenance and Welfare of Parents éhior Citizens Act, 2007:

Context:

The High Court of Karnataka has said thate is a complete failure on the part of the State government to
comply with its statubry obligation of establishing oldage homesas per the provisions dhe Maintenance
and Welfae of Parentsand Senior Citizens Act, 2007

Is it mandatory for the state to set uguch homes as per the law?

Section 19 of the law says, the State Governnmeay establishand maintain such number of oldage homes at

accessible places, as it may depatessary n a phased manneheginning with at least one in each district
The StategGovernment may als@rescribe a scheme for management of oldage homes.

What has the High Court said on this?
Thoughi KS 1 Ol adrdSa GKIFG GKS { dmaiBaind@agsShedfesieyCout ¢ VY |
said that depending upon various facspwhile interpreting a statutd] KS g2 NR a Yl @é¢ Ol y
GakKltfté YR GAOS OSNEI o

Need for such homes:

Indigent senior citizensmeed protection considering the harsbality of life, in which a large number of elderly
persons are not beingbked after by their families due to withering of the joint family system. Besides, ageing
has become major social chéénge.

Overview of the Maintenance and Welfare of Parerdad Senior Citizens Act, 2007:
This Act makes it legally obliging for adiflildren and heirs to provide for parents by way of a monthly
allowance.
This Act provides an inexpensive and speadyggdure to claim monthly maintenance for parents and
seniorcitizens.
According to this Act, parents could mean biological, adomin&epparents.
Under this Act, there are also provisions to protect the life and property of such persons (elderly).

Insta Curious:

1. Do you know, the UN 2020 theme observe2@@030 as the Decade of Healthy ageing?
Read Here
2. Do you know Surprisingly, older persons are not yet expressly identdigd protected group under
international human rights lawRead More

InstaLinks:
Prelims Link: Mains Link:
1. Who are Indigent seniasitizens as per the Ageing has é&come a major social challenge.
act? Comment.
2. Role of states as per the act.
3. Otherkey features of the Act. Linkhttps://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
4. Amendments proposed. rticle?0rgld=GRK8KP62F.1&imageview=0

2. Caste categorief®r NREGS pay:

Context:

The Union Finance Ministry has asked the Statesplit wage payments under the Mahatma Gandhi National
Rural Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA) schianteseparatecategaies for the Scheduled Castes, the
Scheduled Tribes andtloers from thisfinancial year.
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Please notethe existing system for wages under the scheme is for only one type, that is there is no
category wise provision of wage payment.

Rationale behind thisnove:
This is being done in order assess and highlig the benefitsflowing from budgetary outlay towards
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes.
The measure is to a large extent aimed at highlighting what the Centre is doing for the SC and ST
communties.

What are the Concerns against this move?
1. This mg complicate the payment system.
2. It maylead to a reduction in scheme funding.
3. It maycause delay in wage payments.
4. This may alseestrict MGNREGA to districts with high SC/ST populations.

About MGNREGA.:

The scheme was introduced in 2005 as a social measurgdaatN y § SS&a GG KS NAIKG
The key tenet of this social measure and labour law is that the local government will have to legally
provideat least 100 days of wage employment in alrindia toenhance their quality of life.

Key objectives:
1. Generatio of paid rural employment of not less than 100 days for each worker who volunteers for
unskilled labour.
Proactively ensuring social inclusion by strengthening the livelihood baseabpoor.
Creation of durable assets in rural areas such as weltg]§) roads and canals.
Reduce urban migration from rural areas.
Create rural infrastructure by using untapped rural labour.

arwd

The following are the eligibility criteria for receivinthe benefis under MGNREGA scheme:
1. Must be Citizen of India to seek®@INREGA benefits.
2. Job seeker has completed 18 years of age at the time of application.
3. The applicant must be part of a local household (i.e. application must be made with local Gram
Panchayat).
4. Applicants must volunteer for unskilled labour.

Implementation of the scheme:

1. Within 15 days of submitting the application or from the day work is demanded, wage employment w
be provided to the applicant.

2. Right to get unemployment allowas in cas@mployment is not provided within fifteen days of
submittingthe application or from the date when work is sought.

3. Social Audit of MGNREGA works is mandatory, which lends to accountability and transparency.

4. The Gram Sabha is the principal forfor wage seekers to raise their voices and make demands.

5. ltis the Gam Sabha and the Gram Panchayat which approves théahebrks under MGNREGA and
fix their priority.

Insta Curious:
1. Do you knowwvhat WAGE RIFT iB2ad HeréRelated topica Wages)

2. id you know that Gram Panchayats are respoalesior Issuing Job Cards (JCs) under the Scheme? Read

more about the roles of Gram Panchayatre:

InstaLinks: 2. What are job cards, who issues them?
PrelimsLink: 3. Who sets up the State Employment
1. Under MGNREGA, what are the roles of Guarantee Fund?
Gram Sabha, Gram Panchayat, States, State 4. What is Wage employment?
Food @mmission, Centre? 5. Who conducts social audits?
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Discuss the key features and significance of
Mains Link: MGNREGA.

Linkhttps://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?Orgld=GDF8KRVMC.1&imageview=0

3. Y S NI f | Rithen{phojedii
Context:

The Kerala government has announced the introductioa $mart Kitchen projegtwhich is meanto
modernise kitchens and ease the difficulty faced by homemakers indehwld chores.

About the scheme:
To be implemented through the Kerala State Financial Enterprises (KSFE}rarstatie fund and
lending firm.
Under the scheme, $FE would giveoft loans to women from all walks of life for purchasing
household gadgts or equipment.
The interest of the loan/cost would be equally shared among the beneficiary, locgloselfinment
body and the state government.

Need for/significance of the scheme;

Gender budgetingThe government believes that for better partictpan of women in labour, the burden on
household chores has to be reduced.

Increase women participationBy enhancing mechanisation in kitchens, women participatidaliaur could
be increased.

Insta Curious: Instalinks:

Terminology related to Women Participatiand Key features and significance of the scheme.

Economy:

Do you know the difference between Glass Cliff and  Linkhttps://indianexpress.com/article/explained/e

Glass CeilingRead Here xplainedwhat-is-keralassmartkitchen-project-
7345625/

Topics: Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services relating
to Health, Education, Human Resources.

N\ A4 ~ -3 ‘ ~ A4
1.WFydzZ NBE on y2¢6 W22NIR bS3t SOGSR
Context:

Delegates athe 74th\World Health Assemblynanimously adopted a proposal lige United Arab Emirates.

A > LA x

todeclareWl ydzr NB on &4 W22NIR bSIfe®MPSR ¢NRLIAOIE 5A4

What are Neglected Tropical Disezs?
They ardnfections that are most common among marginalised communitieghe develping
regions of Africa, Asia and the Americas.
Caused by variety of pathogens such as viruses, bacteria, protozoa argigaworms.
Theygenerally receive leskinding for research and treatmenthan malaises like tuberculosis, HIV
AIDS and malaria.
Some examplemclude snakebite envenomation, scabies, yaws, trachoma, Leishmaniasis and Chag
disease.

¢ KS 2| h @ad mypSab 20R£R030 calls for three strigic shifts to end NTDs:
1. From measuring process to measuring impact.
2. From diseasspecfic planning and programming to collaborative work across sectors.
3. From externally driven agendas reliant to programmeg #ra countryowned and countrfinanced.

Why was January 30 chosen?
It was on this day thahe London Declaration on NTDR¢as alopted, January 30, 2012.
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The first World NTD Day was celebrated informally in 2020.

Why do NTDs need special attention?

NTDsaffect more than a billion people ghbally. They argreventable and treatableHowever these diseases
T and their intricateinterrelationships with powerty and ecological systents continue to cause devastating
health, social and economic consequences.

Spread:

Infections are caused bynaafe water, poor housing conditions and poor sanitation.

Children are the most vulnerablo these diseases, whidiil, impair or permanently disable millions of people
every yeatr, often resulting in Ifi®ng physical pain and social stigmatization.

Policies on neglected diseases research in India: Neglected Tropical Diseases
The National Health Policy (201g®tsan ambition to ok
stimulate innovation to meet health needs and ensure Helminth
that new drugs are affordable for those who need them Protozoa Rabies _]x
most, but it does not specifically tackleglected p\/ i Cpticlieoss
diseases. et Dhatn Chikunguny Echi '
The National Policy on Treatmemtf Rare Diseases Leishmaniasis Foodbome trematodiases
(2018)includes infetious tropical diseases and identifies ' Humenafian Bacteria bymphatic Fadass
a need to support research on treatments for rare Bunivicer () o reeminedhelminthiases
diseases. It has not yet prioritised diseases and areas fi Coikes. }’ S"‘““"R‘:v"““;:‘d
research fundingr how innovation would be supported. T""":'::s e
Insta Curias:
Do you know about Chagas diseake@arn more about it:
InstaLinks: Mains Link:
Prelims Link: Write a note on NTDs.

1. About the World Health Assembly

composition and functions. Link:
2. Examples of NTDs. https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/health/jan
3. Why was January 30 chosen as WWorld uary-30-now-world-neglectedtropicatdiseases
NTD? daywha-77157

2. H10NS3 bird flu strain:

Conext:
China has reportethe woNX RQa FANRG KdzYly AyFSOGA2Yy 2F GKS |

About H10N3 bird flu:

H10N3 isa type ofbird flu or avian flu These illnesses are nfluenza = Hemagglutinin (HA)
. typ . ; . . I e = Neuraminidase (NA)
common in vild aquatic birds worldwide andan infect Type A (Viruses are divided into subtypes on

domestic poultry and other bird and animal species. Viruses ;’}iﬁgi’,ﬁ&’;tw" peoteln: on hesulfoce

= 18 known HA I = 11 known NA
subtypes

Spread and transmission:

Infected birds shed avian flu in their saliva, mucus, and poo
and humans can get infected when enough of the virus gets
the eyes, nose, or mouth, or is inhal#dm infected droplets
or dust.

subtypes

Different combinations RAIRGEN
of HA and NA proteins  JSTs1a% e
are possible Influenza A
= An H7N2 virus viruses can
designates an influenza [EIN{adsI{:EH

A virus subtype that except
has an HA7 protein and STl
Q/ an NA2 protein H17N10 and

Is it a cause for concern?

; = H5N1 virt_Js has an H18N11, which
Health authorities have plagedown the outbreak, saying the — Jor A o andan - A

case was a sporadic virus transmisdi@m poultry to , .
= There are nine known subtypes of H5 viruses

= H5N1, H5N2, H5N3, H5N4, H5NS, H5N6,
H5N7, H5N8, H5N9
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humans, and the risk of causing a pandemic was extremely low.
H10N3 is a v pathogenic or relatively less severe strain of the virus in poultry and the risk of it
spreading on a large scale is very low.

How to prevent the spread of H10®lamong people'?
1. People should avoid contact with sick or dead poultry and avoid dire¢acowith live birds as much
as possible.
2. People must pay attention to food hygiene at tin@ment.
3. People should wear masks and improve-petftection awarenessyhile constantly monitoring fever
and respiratory symptoms.

Different strains of bird flu
Several strains of bird flu have been found among animals in China but mass outbieakeirs are rare.
1. Thelast human epidemic of bird flin China occurreth late 2016 to 2017, with thel7N9virus.
2. H5N8is a subtype of the InflueazA virus (also known as the biid virus). While H5N8 only presents
a low risk to humanst is highly lethal to wild birds and poultry.
3. In April, a highly pathogentd5N6avian flu was found in wild birds in northeast China's Shenyang city.

Classiftation:

Influenza viruses areadsified into subtypes based on two surface proteitemagylutinin (HA) and
Neuraminidase (NA)For example, a virus that has an HA 7 protein and NA 9 protein is designated as subtyp
H7NO9.

Insta Curious:
1. Did you knowrdia has been declared free ofiam Influenza (H5N1) in 201®2ad here
2. Do you know the highly virulent and contagious form oflHix is called Fowl plagué®ead here
3. Know aboutinfluenza pandemic of 19189/ Spanish fluREAD HERE

InstaLinls: Mains Link:
Prelims Link: Write a note on Bird Flu. Discuss how it can be
1. When a country is declared free from Avian prevented.
Influenza, who declares it?
2. H5N1 vs H5N6 vs HON2 vs H5N8. Linkhttps://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
3. About H10M8. rticle?0rgld=GRK8KP5H3.1&imageview=0

3. Only Delta is a variant of concern: WHO:

Context:

TheWorld Health Organisation (W8&)has said only B.1.617.2, one of the three strains of the B.1.617 €OVID
19 variant first detected in India,is & @ NRA I y (hone T 02y OSNY ¢

Background:
TheB.1.617variant was first deected in India and was divided in three lineage$.1.617.1, B.1.617.2 and
B.1.617.3.
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How do variants of a virus emerge and why? ABOUT, MUTATIONS AND VARIANT:S
Mutations occur when something changes,

1. Variants of a virus have one or more mutations thi i< aaded or deteted from the vieus: protains.
differentiate it from the other variants that are in
. . A variant is created by a combination of mutations -
Clrculatlon often between five and 15 mutations.
2. Esertially, the goal of the virus isto reachastage |~~~ ———
where it can cohabitate with humans because it at least one of these criteria:

There is 8 Significantly reduces

needs a host to survive. A, @*ﬁw newraization” >

it transmits by antibodies,
or reduces the

3. Errors in the viral RNA are called mutations, and more easily or reduces ths
viruses with these mutations are called variants. @ Sauses mere [ of restment, _ ~
. . . . vaccines or diagnosis.
Variants could differ by a gife or many mutations.

A variant is “of interest” if it might fulfil any of the

. 3. o criteria of a VOC, but there is insufficient evidence to
Parental strain Variant New strain declare it a VOC.

VARIANTS OF CONCERN

Mutations on | UK B117 | South Africa B1351 [ Brazil P1 |

the spike protein

@ Key changes
@ Other changes

Change in RNA Change in RNA and
virus behaviour Earllest 3 o - -
samples September 2020 August 2020 December 2020
What |S a mUtatIon” ::ts:cted | United Kingdom South Africa Brazil and Japan
. . . Concerns
A mutation means change in the genetic : Increased o v o
Seq UenCe Of the VIrUS 's:\\l:ftaysed | Possible Pt:ssibl: butd P(:ssiblfg but¢|
In the case 0BARSC0V 2, which is arRibonucleic - Reduction = o L

acid (RNA) virusa mutation means a change in the i
sequence in which its molecules aganged. focetiansiney 142 97 56
Amutation in an RNA virus often happens when

the virus makes a mistake while it is making copie

of itself.

Insta Curious:

1. How are viruses named®ead here sampias il Wl
2. DNA vs. RNAow many differences do you know? :.,
e

InstalLinks: i Possible but not confinmed
Prelims Link: Reduction |

1. Whatis Covid 19? e

2. Whatis mutation? dotecraa | At least 17

3. What is mMRNA? NOTE: *Accurate as at latest update by WHO on May 4.

4- What IS R:I-PCR teSt’) . Sources: SEBASTIAN MAURER-STROH, LOUIS DEFALCO,

5. What is genome sequencing? BII/GIS: ASTAR AND GISAID
Mains Link:Discuss the concernssociated with Linkhttps://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShaA
mutations of Covidl19 virus. rticle?0rgld=GDF8KRVKS5.1&imageview=0

4. Whatis Delta Plus, a variant of coronavirus with K417N mutation?

Context:

The Health Ministry has categorised Delta Plus variant of coronavitus a# @ NR& | y (&t ¢hes BeerO 2 y O F

detected in many states.

2 KFG A& P WOEFENALFYG 2F 02y OSNYy QK
It is one for vhich there is evidence of:
1. Anincrease in transmissibility.
2. More sevee diseases that require hospitalisation or death.
3. A significant reduction in neutralisatidosy antibodies generated during previous infection or
vaccination.
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4. Reduced effectiveness tkatments or vaccines, or diagnostic detection failures.
In the caseof the Delta Plus varianthe Health Ministry identified three characteristicsincreased
transmissibility; stronger binding in receptors of lung cells; and potential reductionmoctanal antibody
response.

Variants of Concern so far:

W+ | NA I yENY @ TB.OeAR6d#RpSa first identified in the UK, B.1.351Beta first identified in South
Africa, and B.1.427 or Epsilon first identified in the US.

Earlier, the World Health Organisation (WHO) had identifiedDelta variant orB.1.617.2first found in India,
Fa | WOFENARFYyG 2F 02y OSSNy Qo

How can a variant of concern be controlled?
1. They require appropriate healthdc2 y & f A1S AYyONBIFaSR GSadiay3a 2N
effectiveness of vaccinesandNtS I G YSy G a | 3t Ayad GKS GFNAFyGé o
2. Based on the characteristics of the variant, additional considerations may include the development @
new diagnostics or the modifidah of vaccines or treatments.

Insta Curious:
Do you know Variants of Interest and Variants of High Consequence?

InstaLinks: 5. What is genome sequencing?
Prelims Link: 6. Whatis a variant of concern?
1. Whatis Covid 197
2. Whatis nmutation? Mains Link:
3. What is mRNA? Discuss the concerns associated with mutations of
4. What is the RTPCR test? Covid 19 virus.

5. What is the SDG India Index?

About the Index forSustainable Development Goals (SDGS)
First launchedn December 2018&he index has become ¢hprimary tool for monitoing progress on
the SDGs in India.
It has also fostered competition among the states and UTs by ranking them on the global goals.
The index is developed in collaboration witle United Nations in India.
It tracks the progress of all states and UT<.&5 indicators aligned witthe National Indicator
Framework (NIFdf the Ministry of Statistics and Programmepliementation

How are states and UTs ranked? Top5 positions Bottom 5 positions
The SDG India Index scoresga betweerDc100, higher IS(“‘“*I 5“’;; zﬁl‘e - SC";
the score of a State/UT, the greater the distance to targe ——2? e
achieved y . Pradesh, 74 Nagaland,Odisha
S . . Tamil Nadu Arunachal Pradesh, 60

States and UTs are classified in four categories based 01 andnrapradesh, Goa, 72 = Meghalaya, Rajasthan,
Index score: Karnataka, Uttarakhand ~ Uttar Pradesh

1. Aspirant: @49. Sikkim \ 71 Assam

2. Perbrmer: 50;64. Maharashtra 4 J "70* i?arkhanda

3. Frontrunner: 6%99. - Y 21 hat opoooo | ||

4. Achiever: 100. MU R R R 11 el

Currently, tlere are no &tes in the aspirant and achiever category.
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What are its latest findings?

Insta

/ 2dzy i NE Qa 2 @SN
improved by 6 pointst from 60
in 2019 to 66 in 202Q1.

This improverant is on accounts
of improvement in performance
in providing fadities including
clean water and sanitation,
affordable and clean energy
among others.

Kerala retained its rank as the
top with a score of 75, Himachal
Pradesh and Tamil Nadu both
took the second spot with a
score of 74.

Bihar, Jharkhand and Assam
werethe worst peforming
adlraSa Ay (KAa
Chandigarh maintained its top
spot among the UTwith a score
of 79, followed by Delhi (68).

Curious:
Did you knowthe Millennium
Development Goals were aimed at
poorer countries (more or ks) and SD@oals are designed to be univerdakad here

Insta

Arunachal Pradesh, Chandigarh

Links:

Prelims Link:

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

SDGs vs MDGsimilarities, differences and
time period

Adoption and administration of these
goals.

United Nations Conference on the Human
Environment vs Edr Summit.

Addis Ababa Action.

Goals related to poverty and environment.

Tamil Nadu, Delhi

Goal 3: Good Heal

Goal 5
Chhattisgarh, Andaman and Nicobar Islands

Andhra Pradesh, Goa, Haryana,

Himachal Pradesh, Karnataka, Kerala,
Maharashtra, Mizoram, Punjab, Rajasthan,
Sikkim, Tamil Nadu, Telangana,
Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh, Andaman
and Nicobar Islands, Chandigarh,

Delhi, Jammu and Kashmir, Ladakh

Punjab, Chandigarh |, i i0 <o)

Goal 13: Climate Action
Odisha, Andaman and Nicobar Islands

STATES/UT

Goal 1: No Poverty 2 2 '
¥ Kerala, Chandigarh

th and Well-being
Gujarat, Delhi

Goal 4: Quality Education
Kerala, Chandigarh

Goal 6: Cloan Water and Sanitation

Goa, Lakshadweep

Gender Equality

Goal 8: Decent Work and Economic Growth
Himachal Pradesh, Chandigarh

Goal 10: Reduced Inequality

nd Infrastructure
Gujarat, Delhi Meghalaya, Chandigarh

Tripura, Jammu and Kashmir, Ladakh

Goal 14: Life Below Water
Odisha

SO
- O

al 15: Lk Goal 16: Peace, Justice and Strong Institutions

Uttarakhand, Puducherry

6. Intended nationally deermined
contributions (INDC).

7. What is SDG India Ind&x

Mains Link:
Enumerate the principal goals and targets of
Sustainable Development Goals.

Link:https://indianexpress.om/article/explained/nitraayogsustainabledevelopmentgoalsranksexplained

7343

640/litel.

6. Educatbn index ranking:

Context:
TheMinistry of Educationhas releasethe Performance Grading Indefor 201920.

About the Performance Grading Index:

1.

PGl is a todb grade all States and UTs on thei
performance across 70 indicators on school
education.

First published in 2019 with reference year 201
18.

The Indicators have been grouped into 2
Categorieg; Outcomes and Governance &
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" HOW THE REGION FARED

The states and UTs were scored on 70 parameters under five main heads

Total
(1000)

Governance
processes (360)

State
(Rank)

Infra and
facilities (150)

Access
(80)

Learning outcomes,
quality (180)

Equity
(230)

Punjab(1) 126 9 150
Dehife) | 124 L 149
Haryana(n) 134 T Bl m | 305 862

B1
4

HP@) [
J&K (26)

77 .
55

132
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Managementwith 4 Domains under the first category and 1 under skeeond.

4. Objective:To encourage States & UTs to adopstbpractices like online recruitment and transfer of
teachers, electronic attendance of stuuts & teachers.

5. SignificanceGrading system assists the States &

UTs to identify gaps and design appriape Grade sheet
interventions to bridge them. oo P 0 T g s oy
Ministry’s Performance Grading Index for 2019-20

PGI SCORE (2019-20)

Latest findings:

1. Punjab, Chandigarh, Tamil Nadu, Andaman an¢ 5g¥a>____ @
Nicobar Islands, and Kerala occupy the highest Sujarat

grade A++ in 20120. -

2. Delhi, Gujarat, Haryana, Rajasthan, Puducherry ( "

Maharashtra .
’r’, .............. ==
5 dhra Pradesh -

53 S 8n

Dadra and Nagar Haveli are in the category. 8O oo
3. Punjabhas scoredhe maximum points for
govemance and management.
4. Biharand Meghalayahave scoredhe lowest in
terms of infrastructure ad facilities.

Insta Curious:
Do you know about the EFA(Education For All) Development Iitiex® Here

InstalLinks:
Prelims Link: Mains Link:
1. About PGI. Discuss the significae of the index.
2. Released by?
3. Indicators sed for ranking. Linkhttps://epaper.thehindu.com/HoméMShareA
4. Performance of states and UTs in the latest rticle?0rgld=G9R8L7HHU.1&imageview=0
index.

7. More antibodies ppduced by Covishield than Covaxin: gtud
Context:
A study was conducted recently to stutife realworld effectiveness ofraccinationin India. It was conducted

on healthcare workers (HCW).
For the study515 healthcare workers from 13 States and covering 22 cities were evaluated from

January to May 2021.

Key findings:
1. Covishield vaccine producedbre antibodies than Covaxin.
2. Seropositivity rates to antipike antibodies were significantly higher iro@shield recipients compared
to Covaxin after the first dose.
3. Responder rate and median (IQR) rise in-aptke antibody were significantly highierCovishield vs.
Covaxin recipient.

What are vaccines?
Vaccina train our immune system to fight a d&secausing agent, which has not yet affected a person. They
prepare the body for future protection.

How do they work?
Vaccines are known to hawecomponent called antigen, which is usually a part of the pathoge
against which the vaccine is being d®ped.
The role of antigen, once inside the human body, is to activate the immune system in order to develc
protective antibodies, without havingny ability to cause the fufledged disease.
This way, once agpson is fully vaccinated, he or she éwps antibodies and remains protected.
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Covishield vs Covaxin
1. Covishieldthe vaccine by Oxford UniversifystraZeneca) is based tre viral-vectored platform.
2. Covaxin (jointly developed by Bharat Biotech and the Indian Council of Medical Researth), is
inactivated vaccine.

What areViral-vectored vaccines?
A vector, in infectious disease biology, is what worka &shicle to transporia diseasecausing agent.
For example, mosquitoes are the vector of malaria, a disease caused by a parasite called plasmodiu
In viralvedored vaccines,a virus is used to carry the target antigen gene into human cells.
There are many such viral vecsowhich have different advantages. The most widely knowritrere
adenovirus vectorswhich cause very mild colds or asymptomatic infectimnisumans.
Covishield uses a chimpanze€eenovirus(AZD1222 or ChAdOx1), which carries the S2R& spike
protein.
The chimpanzee adenovirus has been usedausenumans will not have prexisting antibodies to
this adenovirus.

What are Inactivated or killed vaccines?
Pathogens (viruses or bacteria) that cannot multiply cannot cause diseas@cBeating a virus or bacteria,
using chemicals like formal, canconvert them into a safe immunogen.
Because inactivated viruses or bacteria do not multiply, we may reeede multiple doses of the
vaccine and also give another substance to improve the immune resportisis is callecan adjuvant.
The most cormon adjwant is the alum but shark oil suspensions and a few others are also used.
A number of vaccines develop@dChina, and Covaxin in India aretbe inactivated platform.

Insta Curious:
Did you know what RNA Vaccines, Subunit vaccinesatteruated \accines etc are?
Read more

InstaLinks:
Prelims Link: Mains Lnk:
1. What are antibodies? Write a note on Vaccine wastage.
2. What are antigens?
3. What are Vaccines? How do they work? Linkhttps://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
4. Types of Vaccines. rticle?0rgld=GCS8L6PN6.1&imageview=0
5. What is mMRNA?

8. QS World University Rankings 2022:

Context:
Leading global higher education analy®S (Quacquarelli Symondsas releasedhe 18th edition d one of
the mostconsulted international university rankings.

It |sthe only international rankln.g to have Top varsities | inu, festuring for the first
received the approval ofnternational time in the QS World Universities Ranking list, is among

Rankinq EXDeI’t GI’OUD (IREG) the top-500 in'the world = indicates shared ranking

2022 global rank [Name |
177= Indian lnstitute of Technologﬁyr._ggmbay

Indian Institute of Technology, Delhi
Indian Institute of Science, Bengaluru

Top 3 in the world e
1. The Masachusetts Institute of Technology —;ge=

achieved a recoréxtending 10th 255= Indian Institute of Technology, Madras
Consecutive year as W0r|d num'bene_ 277= Indian Insititute of Technology, Kanpur
2. The University of Oxford has risen to secon 280 I At ar Techology:
for the first time since 2006. 395= Inellan neigte ot Kechnology:
3. The Stanford University and the University —;go= Hillan InSSiE o Tech Holoay, RooHkES
Cambridge sharthird spot. ?31"31"% bandy | University of Dethi
Performance of Indian Institutes: Granking band) | Jawaharlal Nehru University, Dethi
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1. Indian Institute of Science (IISc), Bengaluru, Indian instdf Technology (IIT) Bombay and IIT Delhi
remainedthe three universities from India to rank in the tof200 positions.

2. The Jawaharlal Nehru Uwersity has made its debut in the QS World Unaigr Rankings and is placed
in the 561570 band.

3. Seventeerof India's 35 universities have seen a rise in their CPF score, against only 12 drops in CPF.

4. ChallengesHowever, Indian universities continue $truggle in QS's measure of institutional teanthi
capacity. Twentyhree of India's 35 universities havefred declines in QS's faculty/student ratio
indicator, with only six recording improvements.

5. No Indian university ranks among the top 250 in tfeculty/student ratio category.

How are instiutions ranked?
QS uses six indicators to compile the rangicademic reputation (AR), employer reputation (ER), citations
per faculty (CPF), faculty/student ratio, international faculty ratio and intéoma student ratio.

Insta Curious: 3. Top 3 nstitutions worldwide.
Can you recall the parameters considered by The 4. Name the 6 indicators used to rank
National InstitutiondRanking Framework (NIRF) to institutions.
rank institutions across the countr¢HECK HERE
Mains Link:

InstalLinks: Write a note on institutions of Eminence scheme.
Prelims Link:

1. Performance of Indian Institutions. Linkhttps://epaper.thehihndu.com/Home/MShareA

2. When was institutions of eminence scheme rticle?0rgld=GRG8LDQA4.1&imageview=0

launched?

9. Vaccine nationalism:
Context:
United Naions General Assembly (UNGppesidentelect and Maldivian Foreign Minister Abdulla Shahid has
warned againsVaccine nationalismt YR &+ AR (KIFG Al ¢2dzZ R RSaGNRBe& Of
YR Ydzaid 0SS F@2ARSR ald Ftft O2aiaé¢od
He termed he disparity in vaccination gerage in developed countries and the rest of the world
Gdzy OOSLIil 6t Sho

What is vaccine nationalism?
Vaccine nationalism occurs when a country manages to secure doses of vaccine for its own citizens
residents before thewre made available in othepuantries.

This is done through prpurchase agreements between a government angiccine manufacturer.

How was it used in the past?
Vaccine nationalism is not new. During the early stagélseoPO09H1N1flu pandemic,some of the wealthiest
countries etered into prepurchase agreements with several pharmaceutical companies working on HIN1
vaccines.
At that time, it was estimated that, in theeBt-case scenario, the maximunumber of vaccine doses
that could be produced globally was two billion.
The L5 alone negotiated and obtained the right to buy 600,000 dos&éthe countries that
negotiated prepurchase orders were developed economies.

Why is it not good? Whaare the associated concerns?
1. Vaccine nationalism is harmful for equitable accesgaitcines.
2. It further disadvantages countries with fewer resources and bargaining power.
3. It deprives populations in the Global South from timatgess to vital public la¢th goods.
4. Taken to its extreme, it allocates vaccines to moderatefyskt populdions in wealthy countries over
populations at higher risk in developing economies.
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What needs to be done?

Equity entails both, affordability 6vaccines and access opgtunities for populations across the world,
irrespective of geography and geopoltic

International institutionst including the WHCQr  shouldcoordinate negotiationsahead of the next
pandemic to produce a framework for equitaldccess to vaccines dogi public health crises.

What is the way out?
Vaccine Diplomacyaccine diplomacig the branch of global health diplomacy in which a nation uses the
development or delivery of vaccines to strengthen ties with other nations.

India's vaccine diplomacy:
India had earlier supplied hydroxychloroquine, Remdesivir amadgatamol tabletsas well as

diagnostic kits, ventilators, masks, gloves and other medical supplies to a large number of countries|to

help them deal with the panduic.

India has also carried out capacity building and training workshops for neighboatingies.
However the Centre had imposed in April this year, some restrictions on exports, potentially undoing the
goodwill earned earlier by free supply of vaxas to friendly developing countries and by its substantial
contribution to the internationaCOVAX programmnie supply vaccines to loweéncome countries.

InstaLinks:
1. Do you know the difference between Passivenumization and Active immunizatiori@ead Here
2. Have you heard about Herd Immunit#¥2ad Here

InstaLinks:
Prelims Link: Mains Link:
1. What is vaccine nationalism? What is Vaccine Nationalism? What are the
2. Which dugs are being used in the concerns associated? Discuss.
treatment of COVID 19 disease?
3. Various tests to detect SARSOV 2. Linkhttps://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
4. What is HIN1? rticle?0rgld=G9J8LGOC9.1&imagw=0

10. WHO Global Tuberculosis Programme:

Context:

Avirtual hight $ @8t SOSYNR @Y (Dt {2GH S 5dzLd ¢ . aniZNEOPSIP Gy Q b |

Tuberculosis Programme
Thepurpose of this special higkvel event was taliscuss key actions needed at the global and
country-level to scale up TB prevention strategies and drive i@sgjtowards achievirtpe 2022 UN
HighLevel Meeting target on TB preventive treatment.

What is TB?
1. TB s an infectious disease caused byltheillusMycobacterium tuberculosis.
2. lttypically affects the lungs (pulmonary TB) but can also affect fbes.
3. The disease is spread when people who are sick with pulmonary TB expel bacteria aitofthre
example by coughing.

India's effortsin this regard:

India is aggressively implementing its fifliinded National Strategic Plan to End TB

2. Inthe last few years, 50 million people have been teeiat

3. India seeks to achieve national scale of TB preventive treatment (TPT)

4. It also seeks tachievethe UN HighLevel Meeting (UNHLM) targeof 40 million persons started on
TB treatment and 30 million on TPT globally in the remaining 18 months.

5. Sub-national Certification of States and Districts instituted in 202Dhe initiative marks
distrids/States! ¢ & 2y dt NPINBadad2dyRBA RATERSBBSE y{id O6 dy
graded milestones of decline in TB incidence.

=

www.insightsonindia.com 59 InsightslAS



http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://www.britannica.com/science/immunization
https://www.britannica.com/science/herd-immunity
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=G9J8LGOC9.1&imageview=0
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=G9J8LGOC9.1&imageview=0
https://www.who.int/home/cms-decommissioning#:~:text=The%20WHO%20Global%20TB%20Programme,to%20threats%2C%20and%20promote%20innovation.
https://www.who.int/home/cms-decommissioning#:~:text=The%20WHO%20Global%20TB%20Programme,to%20threats%2C%20and%20promote%20innovation.
https://tbfacts.org/tb-india-nsp-2025/#:~:text=National%20Strategic%20Plan%20(NSP)%20for,TB%20in%20India%20by%202025.&text=It%20provides%20a%20new%20set,TB%20in%20India%20by%202025.

India's Annual TB &port 2020:

1. 20.04 lakh notified TB patients in 2019 in India, which14% increase from 2018.
Reduction in the number of missing cases2.9 lakh cases as against more than 10 lakhs in 2017.
Private sector notifications increaseby 35% with 6.78 kh TB patients notified.
Proportion of children diagnosed with TB increasem8% in 2019 compared to 6% in 2018.
Provision of HIV testing foall notified TB patients increaseftom 67% in 2018 to 81% in 2019.
Expansion of treatment services has resdltn a 12%mprovementin the treatment success rate of
notified patients. For 2019, it is 81% compared to 69% in 2018.

ok wN

Insta Curious:
Do youknow about NNKSHAYRead Here
52 @2dz (y26 lier2 dzi t med BiFaR ¢ NRIK

InstaLinks: 3. About the Central TB Dsion.
Prelims Link: 4. Annual TB report is released by?
1. SDG on TB redtion. 5. What is TB? How is it caused?

2. Whatis NTEP and the goal under it?

Mains Link:
GLYRAIFIQa ¢. NBLRNI Ydzad 6S aSSy Ay f A3k the staemeintk S
in the light of recently released Annual India Tuberculosis (TB) report.

11. Ebola Outbreak:

Context:
An Ebola outbreak in Guinea that started in February, infecting 16 people and killing 12, has been declared
by WHQ

Background:
The Ebola outbreak in 2022016 killed 11,300 people, mostly in Guinea, 18iéeone and Liberia.

In May 2021, the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) officially declared the end of the 12th Eb
outbreak.
AbOUt EbOIa: Ebola 1a often-fatal di: ct:h£ f f 1
. . 1s a severe, € Sease attects e,
Ebola virus dlseaSéEVD)formerly knownasEbola as well as monkeys, gorillas and chimpar}:?::es.
haemorrhagic feverjs a severe, often fatal illness in Origins of the disease Symptaoms
hum ans MW Infection with Ebola virus, 1 Fever, headache, joint and muscle
. named after river in _Congo, pain, sore throat, weakness
TransmissionThe virus is transmitted to peopfeom Yol disosEe Wag fifst 2 Followed by diarrhea, vomiting
. : : . fecognized in 1976 3 Rash, internal and external
wild animals and spreads in the human population Hiobdihg
through humanto-human 'Fransml_ssmn. e e e
The average EVDsmfatality rate is anond 50%. Case Ebolavirus ™ Since 1976 P
fatality rates have varied from 25% to 90% in past b ' , Mection.
it @Im . becomeill
OUtbreal'(S- . _ m Direct contact with blood, [—
Prevention:Community engagement is key to secretions of infected person | 1ireriax .
. Contact with tami d B
successfully controlling outbreaks. Good outbreak i Sl e et - '
control relies on case management, surveillance and ™ Contact with infected animal; GOV
. . . possibly eating contaminated meat oublic 3
contact tracing, a good laboratorgervice and social i of ol RY o
mobilisation. ® No standard treatment; sick
Treatment: Early supportive care with rehydration, il e g
symptomatic treatment improves sumal. There is yet Source: S, Centersfor Disease Control and Prevention —

no licensed treatment proven to neutralise the virus but
a range of blood, immunological addug therapies are undedevelopment.

Insta Curious:
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Do you know what exactly is Public Health Emergency of International Concern? How many PHEIC declarations
have been made so far?

Instal inks: 5. Regions in Africa where Ebola orgbk was
Prelims Link: observed?
1. How is Ebola spread?
2. What are zoonotic diseases? Mains Link:
3. Differences between virus, bacteria and Discuss$iow the Ebola pandemic was handled by
other pathogens. Congo Republic.

4. Where is Congo?

12. NISHTHA: Teachers' Training Programme:

Context:

Ministry of Tribal Affairs andNCERTome together on a joint mission for NISHTHA Capacity Building
Programme foEklavya Model Residential Schools (EMRBE=gchers and Principals.

What is NEHTHA?
National Initiative for School Heads and Teachers Holistic Advancement (NISHTHA) is a nation&abmission
improve learning outcomes at the elementary levélhis is dong¢hrough integrated teacher training.

LG Aa GKS f I NHS gramméoSits Kird & M&Ewbrldi NI A yAy 3 LINE

It has been launched under the Centrally Sponsored Sche®@emégra Shikshia 210920.

Objective:
To motivate and equip teachers to encourage and foster critical ifink students and also teachers will get
awareness and develop their skills on various aspects.

Implementation:
Training will be conducted directly by 33120 Key Resource Persons (KRPs) and State Resource Persons (SRP)
identified by the State and UTwho wil in turn be trained by 120 National Resource Persons identified from
National Council of Educational Reseaaald Training (NCERT), National Institute of Educational Planning ano
Administration (NIEPA).

Expected outcomes:

1. Improvement in learningutcomes of the students.

2. Creation of an enabling and enriching inclusive classroom environment.

3. Teachers are traigd as first level counselors to be alert and responsive to the social, emotional and
psychological need of students.

4. Teachers are trainetb useArt as pedagogy leading to increased creativity and innovation among
students.

5. Teachers are trained to devgl@nd strengthen personalocial qualities of students for their holistic
development

6. Creation of healthy and safe school environment.
7. Integration of ICT in teachingarning and assessment.
8. Develop stresféree School Based Assessment focused on devedapof learning competencies.
9. Teachers adopt Activity Based Learning and move away from rote learning to competency based
learning.
Insta Cuious: Prelims Link:
Do you know about the Incheon DeclaratidR@ad 1. About Samagra Shiksha Program.
Here 2. About NISHTHA.
3. About EMRSs.
InstaLinks:
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13. Suicide worldwide in 2019:

Context:
Suicide waddwide in2019 report was recently released by WHO.

Key findings:
1. The world will not be able to reach the GBarget Reducing the global suicide mortality rate by a
third.

2. 703,000 people or one in a 100, died by suicide in 2019.

3. Most affected age grap: More than half of global suicides (58 per cent) occurred before the age of 5Q
years. Suicide was the fourteading cause of death among young people age@94§lobally in 2019.

4. Most affected regionsSome 77 per cent of global suicides in 2019 aeclin low and middleincome
countries. On an average, 9 out of every 100,000 people ended their liveswotlt

5. Higher than the global averag&hreeWHOregionst Africa, Europe and SoutBast Asia recorded
sucide rates higher than the global average.

6. Overall decrease in suicide ratn 20 years (200Q019), the glbal suicide rate had decreased by 36
per cent.

7. Currently,only 38 countries are known to have a national suicide prevention strategy.

WHO guiélines to help countries reduce the global suicide mortality rate by a thir2a30:
1. Limiting access to the @ans of suicide, such as highly hazardous pesticides and firearms.
2. Educating the media on responsible reporting of suicide.
3. Fostering soci@moational life skills in adolescents.
4. Early identification, assessment, managerand followup of anyone affe@d by suicidal thoughts
and behaviour.

SDGGoals in this regardGoal 3:
1. Target 3.4By 2030, By 2@B reduce by one third premature mortality from n@emmunicable
diseases throgh prevention and treatment angromote mental health and well being.
2. Target 3.5Strengthen the prevention and treatment of substance abuse, including narcotic drug abu
andharmful use of alcohol.
3. Target 3.8 Achieve universal health coverage, whinkntal health is part of.

Suicde rate in India:
As of 2019India has the highest suicide rate in the Sodfast Asian regiorl6.5 suicides per 100,000
people.
India also hd the thirdhighest female suicide rate (14.7).

Measures by India in thisegard:

1. The Mental Healthcare A¢017decriminalizes suicide, assuring adequate medical relief to those
attempting it.

2. The National Mental Health Programme and Health and Wiells Centresinder the Ayushman
Bharat Program are efforts to provide qualdgre at the primary health carevel.

3. Deaddiction centres and rehabilitation servicese also available.

4. A comprehensive suicide prevention strategy within the frameworthefNational Mental Health
Policy of India 2014with effective multisectoral @llaboration is imperative.

Ingta Curious:

Extrapolated topic

1. Do you know the difference between Voluntary, Néosiuntary and Involuntary EuthanasiB@ad Here
2. What is the view of Buddhism on Suicidel &uthanasiaRead ldre

InstaLinks: 2. Mental Healthcare Act, 2017.
Prelims Link: 3. National Mental Health Bigramme.
1. About the National Mental Health Policy.
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Mains Link: Discuss the measures taken by India to prevent
suicides in the country.

14. Possible antibodies against Nipah virus dewd bats from
Mahabaleshwar cave:

Context:
A survey byhe Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) and tational Institute of Virologyhas picked
up samples with the possible presence of antibodies ag#nesNipah virusin some bat species fromcave in
Mahabaleshwar, a popular hill station in Maharashtra
Thesurvey was aimed at studying the prevaleraf theNipah virus (NiVg one ofthe top-10 global
priority list pathogens identifiedby the World Health Organization (WHQ@)in bats of India.

NipahVirus outbreaks in India:
1. India has expeeinced four NiV outbreaks, with the case fatality rate between 65 percent and 100
percent.
2. The most recent outbreak started in Kerala in 2018.
3. Southern Asian countries and some Indian states have been identified as potential hotspots for the
disease.

What's the Concern now?

Nipah is considered dangerous as there is no medicine or vaccines and the death rate among those affecte
high. Whilethe Case Fatality Rate (CFR) among GO¥Hifected patients is betweena%, that for Nipah
infections is inhe range of 68.00%.

About the Nipah virus:
1. Itisa zoonotic virusmeaning that it can spread between animals and people.
2. The organism whitcauses Nipah Virus encephalitisisRNA or Ribonucleic acid virus of the family
Paramyxoviridae, genus Herapirus,and is closely related tblendra virus
3. Fruit bats,also calledlying foxes,are the animal reservoir for NiV in nature.
4. Symptoms:Infection with NiV is associated with encephalitis (swelling of the brain) and can cause mi
to severe illness aheven death.

Insta Curious:

1. 52 &2dz {y2¢ 21 hQa T-leddait "plodhppadhdgenst Rea@Herel y 1 A 0 A 2 i
InstalLinks: 3. Symptoms.
Prelims Link: 4. Treatment and prevention.

1. About Nipah. 5. What are zoonotic deases?

2. Causes.

Linkhttps://www.google.com/amp/s/indianexpress.com/article/explainedfratsin-mahabaleshwacave
antibodies-againstnipahvirus-7369608/lite/.

15. Peter Pan Syndrome (PPS):

Context:
A person accused sExually assaulting a minor recently said in a speciat doumbai that he suffered from
Gt SGSNItly {@YyRNRBRYS¢®
The court eventually granted bail to the accused based on different grounds.
But, what is Peter Pan syndrome?

The sydrome is named aftea 1900s fictional character. Peter Pana isarefree young boy, who never grows
up. The character was created by Scottish novelist James Matthew Barrie.
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It is said that people who develop similar behavioursf living life carefreefinding responsibities
OKItftSy3aAay3a Ay | Rdz (K2FRBRI ddiffifr RomdPletdr Pdd ISynfréme. & y' S
Please note thathis syndrome has not been recognised ByHOas a health disorder.

What are theConcerns?

1. Itiss€y | a4 +1IEadROAREAONt LIKS yKeSY S ylioky ¢01@ LR (ME2 Y (YK Vi

quality of life.
2. LG O2dA R FFTFSOG 2ySQa RIFIAf&@ NRdAziAyST NBfIGAZ2

Who can be affected?
It affects peoplevho do not want or feel unable to grow up, people with tivedy of an adult but the
YAYR 2F I OKAfR® ¢KS@& R2yQl 1y26 K2 G2 2N R
or fathers.

The Syndrome can affect anyone, irresfive of gender, ree or culture. However, it appears to be more

common amongnen.

Insta Curious: InstalLinks:
Do you know about Wendy Syndrom@@ad what Prelims and Mains Link:
it means: Meaning, symptoms and Concerns associated with

the syndrome

16. African swine fever:
Context:
African Swine Fever (ASias first reported ilManipur in December 2020 and there have beemaases since.
lllegal import of pigs might have introded the infection to the state, officialof the state veterinary
department suspect.
Recently, four districts dflizoram have been declared as epicentres of the African swine fever (ASF).

About African Swine Fever (ASF):
ASF is highly contagious anthtal animal diseasehat infects domestic and wild pigs, typically
resulting in an acute form of hemorrhagic fever.
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It wasfirst detected in AFRICAN SWINE FEVER: KEY FACTS
Africa in the 1920s.
’ HOW IT SPREADS

The mortality is close to s

100 percent, and since x o= %

the fever has naure, the iy S0, _—
only way to $op it ) vesSen sasnscASr s ipdbeiodd et
spreading is by culling the
animals.

As of nowthere is no
approved vaccinewhich

. 2 - Yoo A Pigs or boars e
is also a reason why Sl st 2 S doradtie SowAdplgs prismicniog
1 shoes, clothes, lood from
animals are culled to A m e o,
prevent the spread of ST
infection.
Insta Curious: ASIAN COUNTRIES HIT SYMPTOMS
Do you knowlte differences Medanar T
) ) of skin High fever
between African Sime fever and
Classicaswine fever? Realere. Moreora » ‘
. NORTH
. KOREA
Instngks. CHINA "
Prelims Link: e
. 9 £ ol .
1. Can swine fever afféc " ' Hardest i wh | -
X 1. .8 million pigs A
humans? Eulled this year | &
. . . CAMBODIA - ——— Vomiting S Diarrhea
2. lIsitaviral disease G A
3. Where was it first PEROR ey PRI AW RPN A cna
discovered?
4. Which countries haveden affected by this Mains Link:
in 20207 Write a note African Swine Fever, symptoms and its

5. Is there any vaccine available against this? spread.

17. International Day against Drug Abuse and Mieifficking 2021.:

Context:

The dayJune 28vas chosetby the UN General Assembly, on December 7, 198nht@sational Day against
Drug Abuse and lllicit Trafficking

Objective: To create awareness about issues related to drugs andistgkational cooperation to combat its
effects on health, society, and governance.

Theme and its significance:

This year, thetheme W{ K NB CI Oa hy 5NM¥zZ3az {I @S [AQ0SaqQd
According tahe United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODI®),motive sto combat
misinformation by sharing real facts on drugs from health risks and solutions for the world drug
problem to evidencébased prevention, treatment, and care.

World Drug Report 2021:

1. Around 275 million people used drugs globally in the lastryOver 36 million people suffered from
drug use disorders.
Rise in the use of cannabis during the pandemic has been reported by most countries.
Nonrmedical use of pharmaceutical drugs has &leen observed in the same period.
4. The latest global estiates say, aboub.5 per cent of the population between 15 and 64 years have
used drugs at least once in the past year.
Over 11 million people globally are estimated to inject druigalf of them ave Hepatitis C.
Opioidscontinue to account for the laest burden of diseasknked to drug abuse.

w N

o o
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Indian Government has taken several policy and other initiatives to deal with drug trafficking problem:

1. The'Nasha Mukt Bharat Abhiyan' or a 'DrugsFree India Campaignvas flagged off on 15th August
2020 across 272 districts of the country found to be most vulnerable based on thevdsiizbée from
various sources.

2. Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment has begun implementati@iNational Action Plan for

Drug Demand Reduction (NAPDDR) for 2E2@5

The governmenhas constitutedNarco-Coordination Centre (NCORD) November, 2016

The government has constituted afund calteds G A 2y | f Cdzy R T 2 Ko imextfhe NP f
expenditure incurred in carection with combating illicit traffic in Narcotic Drugshabilitating

addicts, and educating public against drug abuse, etc.

hw

Insta Curious:
Doyou know what Project Cohesion and Project Prism Befd Here
3. Composition of Narc&€oordination Centre

InstaLinks: (NCORD).
Prelims Link: 4. National Fund for Control drug Abuse.
1. About UNODC. 5. About Narcotics Control Bureau.

2. h@SNIASs 2F aOKSYS 27T 46C Anyeinafiddal Daly Against Drug Abuse and
Assistanceto Stafe T2 NJ b NO2 (A Oa [/ Iificif Traffieking abd theme this year.

Mains Link:
India is vulnerable to narcotic drug trafficking. Critically examine its causes. Also comment on the role of
Gowernment in combating drug problem.

Topics: Role of civil services in a democracy.
1. Task force for Mission Karmayogi:

Context:
Former Infosys CEO S D Shibu Lal has been appointed chairperson ofraghrieer task force formetb help
the government in briging major bureaucratic reforms through its ambitidhisission Karmayodi
The task force has been constitutemldraw a clear road map for the guidan@nd operationalisation
of the 'Karmayogi Bharat' and the constitution of a Specialrpose Vehicle (SPV).

About Mission Karmayogi:

The 'National Programme for Civil Services Capacity Build¥igssion Karmayogiwas launchedo effect a
transformational shift from rule based traiing to role-based capacity developmerdf all civil sevices in the
country so aso enhance citizen experience for government services and improve availability of competent
workforce.

The core guiding principles of the Pnagmme will be:

1. Toemphasizeyp WAYI S f SINYyAYy3IQ &HACEEISENWFY (I (KS w273

2. To create an ecosystem of shared training infrastructure including that of learning materials,
institutions and personnel,

3. To calibrate all Civil Service positionstbramework of Roles, Actigis and Competencies (FRACS)
approach and to create ardgkliver learning content relevant to the identified FRACs in every
Government entity.

4. To make available to all civil servants, an opportunity to continuously build egrbshen their
Behavioral, Futtional and Domain Competencies in their siif’en ard mandated learning paths.

Institutional framework and implementation of the programme:
1. PM led Public Human Resources (HR) Coundalpprove and monitor Civil Servicagacity Building
Plans.
2. Capady Building Commissioto harmonize training standardsreate shared faculty and resources,
and have supervisory role over all Central Training Institutions.

www.insightsonindia.com 66 InsightslAS



http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1730559
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleseDetailm.aspx?PRID=1656959#:~:text=The%20Ministry%20of%20Social%20Justice,through%20a%20multi-pronged%20strategy.
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleseDetailm.aspx?PRID=1656959#:~:text=The%20Ministry%20of%20Social%20Justice,through%20a%20multi-pronged%20strategy.
https://www.incb.org/incb/en/precursors/special_projects/Prism_and_Cohesion.html
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleseDetailm.aspx?PRID=1650633

3. Wholly owned Special Purpose Vehideown and operate the onlinkarning platform and facilite
world-class learning content markgiace.
4. Coordinaton Unitheaded by the Cabinet Secretary.

Larger significance of the programme:

It aims to prepare the Indian Civil Servant for the future by making him more creatinstructive,

imaginative, innovative, proactive, professional, progressive, energatiabling, transparent and technolegy
enabled. Empowered with specific rebempeencies, the civil servant will be able to ensure efficient service
delivery of the highst quality standards.

Insta Curious:
Think! Do we have courses/initiativestoRE S (G KS 31 L) 6S0i6SSy |, 2dzy3a G ¢€S
entities & governance?

InstaLinks: 3. Implementation.
Prelims Link:
1. About Mission Karmayogi. Mains Link:
2. Objectives. Discuss the significance of the mission.

Topics: India and its nei ghbourhood - relations.

1. Thousands of Rohingya protest at Bhashan Char:

Context:
{S@SNJ-f inzdzéI-yf? w2KAyYy3eéel NSOSydfé éll%maéh&l-’(:haiadzymjzf

cycloneprone island off Bangladesh.
BHASAN CHAR: NEW HOME FOR ROHINGYAS

Bhasan Char, meaning “floating island’, emerged ohae

What'S the issue? from silt around 20 years ago. It reqularly floods XK‘I‘ "‘." L )

bt
during Jun-Sep monsoon season : in S i

Since Decelver, Bangladesh has shifted 18,000 [Gramncnaproeer

refugees to the lowying silt island of Bhashan 2.2‘352‘;23.“'“""/‘//,__
Char from the mainland China, where around 2
8,50,000 people live in squalid and cramped = “ : ‘
conditions. P : / / BATSE 3*"\\

STATE

; N

| BHASAN
/. CHAR
A

What's the main concern now?
Bhasan ChgjFloating Islandplso knownas Char ... :’;1;;“5«;;::: s Buildings:tach P
Piya or Thengar Char Islanid,an island in Hatiya, bkt~ g R
Bangladesh. mee s

The island was formed from a builgh of

silt in the Bay of Bengal only 20 years ag

and concens have been consistently

NI AaSR Fo62dzi . KI &l e 2

extreme weather anddistance from the — Simegnees

building 13km

pauxmmnd / Eh;:vrh"e Shelter houses
23 families
7 5 2

L solar
panels

Rooms:
- Each family
=« (four persons)
== Water filter allocated
below deck 3.5m by 4m

mainland in emergencies. "”"""*”_j"ig;‘j\x__‘ 7 %mmw
R A i - Kichens  foom. Shared

Who are Rohingyas? mxmo.m.“.m.mmmm RS E bo T

They arean Ethnic groupmostly Muslims. They were not granted full citizenship by Myanmar.

They are, bsically stateless, IndeAryan ethnic group who reside in Rakhine Stateydhmar.

There were an estimated 1 million Rohingya living in Myanmar before the1érisis. An estimated

625,000 refugees from Rakhine, Myanmar, had crossed the border intdaBlasy since August 2017.
Described byJN SecretaryGeneral Antonio Gutaesl a ed® if/not the, most discriminated people in the

g2NI R¢ @

Protection available to Rohingyas under the International Conventions:
1. The 1951 Refugee Convention and its5¥9Protocol:
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protect them.

2.
Even though the refugees are foreigners in the countrgsylum, by virtue of Article 2 of the ICCPR, 18G8y
could enjoy the same fundamai rights and freedoms as nationatke right to equality before the law,
equal protection of the law and nofdiscrimination.

Insta Curious:

1. Know about some of the ingutant refugee crisis across the worlbead here
2./ 1y LYRALIF ¢dzNY (KBadhe&r&k Ay del / NARaAaQ ¢ARSK
InstaLinks: 4. About the ICCPR.
Prelims Link: 5. About the 1951 Refugee Convention.
1. Who are Rohingyas?
2. Location of Rakhine State. Mains Link:
3. ICJ vs International Criminal Court. Write a note on Rohingya Crisis.

Link: https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?0rgld=GFV8KM7HR.1&imageview=0

7 A

The core principle ison-refoulement, which asserts that a refugee should not be returned to a
country where thg face serious threats to their life or freedom.
However, the concern now is thBengladesh is not a signatory to this convention.

International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR):

2. India abstas from votingon UN's Myanmar resolution:

Context:
India recenly abstained from voting othe United Nations General Assemisy(UNGA'sJesolution for an
arms embargo against Myanmar.

Reasons behind India's move:
1.
2.

About the UN Resolution:

India issupportingASEAN initiative on Myanmar and the 'FaRpint Consensus':
It includes:
1.

2
3.
4.
5
Why should India be concerned about the situationMyanmar?
For India, the stakes are high as instability within Myanmar has grave impliciirahe Northeast.
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119 counties voted 'yes', Belarus voted 'no' and 36 counttied 8 i F A Y SR> Ay Of dzZRA Y
neighbors China and India, along with Russia.

India said its views were not reflected in the draft resolution before the Assembly passed it.
India also said it does not believe that the tabliof this resolution for adoption at this juncture, is
"conducive to aiding the country's joint efforts towetr strengthening the democratic process in
Myanmar."

The UN's redation demonstrated widespread global oppositiontbee Myanmar military and

demanded that the country's demaocratic transition be restored.

The resolution calledpon the Myanmar armed forces to respect the people's will as freely expressed
by results othe general election of November 8, 2020.

Immediate cessation ofiolence.

Dialogue among all stakeholders in Myanmar for a peaceful solution.
The appointmenhof a special Asean envoy to facilitate mediation.

Aid to Myanmar.

A visit to the country by the envoy.

There are reports of guerrillagups in Myanmar reviving their activities and any breakdown of law ang
order will allow militant groups in #aNortheast to take advantage of the situation.

NJA
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What's happening in Myanmar?

The elected laders of Myanmar were overthrown on February 1 gfesr in a coup by the army, which
accused Aung Sang Suu Kyi's ruling party of cheating in the Novembemalettie army's allegation has been
rejected by the previous election commission and internadilomonitors.

What lies ahead for India?
IndiasS1F OlGAz2y Aa tA1Steée (42 6S RAFFSNByild (GKAa GAYSO
luxury t knows it will not be able to afford for the time being. Why? Because,

1. LYRALF Q& &ohsbigzMth theaMyahiBidr military has become extrerheclose,and it would be
RAFFAOMzZA G G2 Godz2NYy ONARRIASEAE gAGK GKSY 3IAQBSY
insurgent groups.

2. Changed image of Ms. Suu Kyi hersélér image as a denseacy icon and Nobel peace laureate has
been damagedby her ime in office, where she failed to push back the military, and even defended the

I NYeQa LIRIANRBY |3IFAyald w2KAy3Iel Ay wkl1KAYS {if

3. Benefits for ChinaA harsh reaction from India, on thieés of that from the U.S., which has
threatened acibnagaid i (K2aS NBaLRyaAaAoftsS F2N 4KS & O2 dzLJs
would only benefit China.

4. Apart from strategic concerns, India has cultivated several infrastructure and developnogects
with Myanmar, which it sees asK S dagitoth&d a G ¢ | y R | {(Fbdekamide? ldejali NR
MyanmarThailand trilateral highway and the Kaladan muaitbdal transit transport network, as well as
a plan for a Special Economic Zone at thev@itieepwater port).

5. Besides|ndia still hopes to lelp resolve the issue of Rohingya refugedsat fled to Bangladesh, while
some still live in India, and will want to continue to engage the Myanmar government on that.

Myanmar's military Constitution:
It was the military that drafted the 2008 Constitutioand putit to a questionable referendum in April that
year.
¢KS /2yaldAlddzianzy o6l & GKS YAtAGFENRQA GNRBFRYF LI
increasing pressure from the west.
It wasalso due to its own realisation that opening up Myaar to the outside world was now no longer
an option but a dire economic necessity.
But the military made sure to safeguard in the Constitution its own role and supremacy in national
affairs.
Under itsprovisions, the military reserves for itself 25 ment of ®ats in both Houses of Parliament,
to which it appoints serving military officials.
Also, a political party which is a proxy for the military contests elections.

Insta Curious:
1. Do you know hovdecisions are made at the UR2ad here
2. Do you remember the Kaladan Multlodal Transit Transport ProjecRead Here

InstalLinks: 4. About UNGA.
Prelims Link: 5. Various UN Organisations.
1. About Myamar.
2. lts constitution. Mains Link:
3. Comparison with Indian Constitution. Discuss India's policy towards iitsighbours.

3. Pakistan to remain on FATF grey list:

Caontext:

FATFKF & NBFdASR G2 dGF18 tr{Aadly 2d2i 2F GKS WDNB&
action against UNlesignated terrorists such as 26/11 accused Hafiz Saeed and JeM chief Makand A

Background:
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Pakistan was put on the gregtlby the Paridbased FATF in June 2018, and the country has been struggling to
come out of it.
It has now completed 26 of the 27 action items given to it in 2018.

About FATF:
1. The Financial Action Tla§orce (FATF) is an ingovernmental bodestablished in 1989 on the
initiative of the G7.
2. Ld Aa -V (6ALI A0@ER @ ¢ ¢ K e i nededshiy politidalavill 8 BriyigaNdut natad
legislative and regulatory reforms in various areas.
3. The FATF Secretariat is housed at the Gtgabquarters in Paris

Roles and functions:
Initially it was established to examine and develop nueas to combat money laundering.
In October 2001 e FATF expanded its mandate to incorporate efforts to combat terrorist financing, i
addition to money laundering.
In April 2012, it added efforts to counter the financing of proliferation of weapomsasfs destruction.

Composition:
The FATF currelgtcomprises 37 member jurisdictions and 2 regional organisations, representing most major
financial centres in allgrts of the globe. It also has observers and associate members.

What is a blacklist ad grey list?
Black ListCountries known as NeGo@erative Countries or Territories (NCCTSs) are put in the blacklist. These
countries support terror funding and monégundering activities. The FATF revises the blacklist regularly,
adding or deleting emies.

Grey ListCountries that are considered sdfaven for supporting terror funding and money laundering are put
in the FATF grey list. This inclusion serves aaraimg to the country that it may enter the blacklist.

Considered in the grey list maiace:
1. Economic sanctions from IMF, World Bank, ADB
2. Problem in getting loans from IMF, World Bank, ADB and other countries.
3. Reduction in international trade.
4. International boycott.

Insta Curious:
Do you know about Egmont Group? Is India Party2z¢Search for Egmont Groupgad Here

InstaLinks: 3.INB Cl¢CcQa RSOAaAZY A
Prelims Link: countries?

1. G7vs G8 vs G20. 4. Who heads thé~ATF?

2. Black vs Grey list. 5. Where is its secretariat?
Mains Link:

Wha is the mandate and objectives of the Financial Action Task Force? Discuss.

Topics: Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India  and/or
affecting I ndiads interests.

1. G7 meet.

Context:

The leaders of seven nationsthe U.S., @many, the U.K., France, Canada, Japan andtitahet in Cornwall
insouthg S&ad 9y It yRI YINJAYy3I GKS nTtiK SRAGAZ2Y 2F GK
Indiaisad y I G dzNF € €t &¢ (2 est @MNchuntdes 1 fight agaiSst tlireatdfR Q& NA OK
authoritarianism, said Prime Minister Narendra Modi, speaking at a special outreach session for guest coun
2y ahLISy {20ASGASa I yR hityendedireCordiyBag 8.K., oh Sundayk S DT
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Background:
The United Kingdom had invited Indiaystralia South Africaand South Korea to attend the G7 summit that
g a aOKSRdzZ SR G2 0S KStR Ay WdzyS +a a3dzSad 0O2dzi
About the G7 meet:
1. The leaders of seven natiomsthe U.S., Germany, the U.K., France, Candgzn and Italy metin
Cornwall in souttwestEndt Y RS YIF NJ Ay3 G(GKS nTtTiK SRAGARZY 27
2. G7 leaders agreed on Sunday to raise their contributions to meet an overdue spending pl&dg@® of
billion a year to help poorer countriesit carbon emissions and cope with global warming.
3. Addressing the First Outreach SessioiG@fsummit, Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Saturday
O2y@S@SR LYRAIFUE O2YYAlYSy( thicRallengee f t SOGA FS¢
4. Prime Minister Modicalledtd ¢2y S SIF NI KX 2y S KSI fiiy &é solidadhyINE |
among the states of the world to deal with tipandemic.
5. The Finance Ministers of the G7 had met on Juarthe runup to the summit ad had agreed to
backing a minimum global ta&te of 15% for multinational corporations, therebgtting the stage for
MNCs to pay a fairer share of taxes in jurisdictions where they make money and profits, rather than
playing governments in a race whetgel will compete on who will tax them the lgeand allowing
ab/a G2 G118 I'R&@Eg®l IS 2F ailtE KISy

What |S G7’) G20 Turkey European Union Argentina
The G7opriginally G8was set up in 1975 as an G8 @ Q T
informal forum bringing together the leaders of \ "4

Brazil South Korea Mexico

0KS 62NI RQa haBdnRAy3I A 67
The summit gatherkeaders from the European

Y
Union (EU) and the following countrie€€anada, Q U O @/4

FranceGermany, Italy, Japan, the United N e PR

UK.
Kingdom and the United States. ap. A
The major purposef the G7 is to discuss and %E U (‘9 a \_/
deliberate on international economissues. It =
sometimes acts in concert to help resolvénet %

Germany Russia

Italy Japan Australia India South Africa

e 9C &

global problems, with a special focus on
economc issues.

How did G7 become G87?

1. Russia was formally inducted as a member in the group in 1998, which led G7 to become G§|

2. However, RussianPreSdy i +f I RAYANI t dzi Ay Qa O2y R Spsyintod f S
eastern Ukraine and conquering Crimea irnl20drew heavy criticism from the other G8
nations.

3. The other nations of the group decided to suspend Russia from the G8 as a consequence of
adions and the group became G7 again in 2014.

InstaCuriots: 2. Geographical location of member
Do you know about the Four Asian TigerBead countries.
Here
Mains Link:
InstalLinks: Discuss the levance of G7 countries today. Wha
Prelims Link: are the reforms necessary to make the grouping
1. Groups: G7, G8, G10, G15, G20, G24 more effective?
countries.

2. Information Fusion Centre for Indian Ocean RegiorlQR}.

Context:
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¢ KS YA SR YA y 3 R2Y KI & | Lk A yi]nﬁ)w?natilonFbs&oh@eét@tbrlrﬁjrﬁﬁ)\ q
Ocean Region (IFIOR) which is meant for maritime domain awareness.

P AN e A — 7

About IFCIOR:
The IFGOR waset up in 20180 coordinate with
regional countries on @ritime issues and act as
regional repository of maritime data.
It presently has linkages with 21 partner countries
and 22 multinational agencies across the globe.
It islocated in Gurugram, India.

INDIAN OCEAN

E N\

= 3

& (MADAGASCAR o
& AR >

Roles and functions of a liaison officer: \
The liason officer will be based fufime at the centre,
working directly with the Indian armed forces and fellow liaison officers from partner nations to enhance
maritime domain awareness in the region.

International Liaison Officers (ILO) from 13 cies have been invited, and ILOs from ctties had

joined earlier Australia, France, Japan and the UT&e U.K. is the 5th country to post an ILO.

) o
-

Insta Curious:
Do you know about the Indian Ocean CommisiBead HeréBriefly)

Instal inks: 3. Who established Europedad mission in
Prelims Link: the Strait of Hormuz (EMASOH)?
1. Whatis IFEIOR? 4. Locate Persian Gulf anttat of Hormuz.

2. What is the Regional Maritime Information
Fusion Centre (RMIFC)?

Mains Link: Linkhttps://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehin
Discuss how observer status at the Indian Ocean du.com/news/national/britainpostsliaisonofficer-
Commission helps India secure its strategic at-indiannavysinformation-fusion
objectives. centre/article34905498.ece/amp/

3. Tax Inspectors Without BordersWB) programme:

Context:
K dzis Fay I@spectors Without Borders (TIWB) programme launched in partnership with India.

¢KA& LINPANFYYS Aa SELISOGSR G2 6S 2F 62dzi wn
The focus of the programme will be in the area of International TaxatohTransfer Pricing.

Benefitsof the programme:

Through this India in collaboration with the UNDP and the TIWB Secretariat aims to aid Bhutan in strengthe
its tax administration by transferring technical kndvw and skills to its tax auditors, @through sharing of

best audit pactices.

About TIWB Programme:

1. Itisajoint initiative of the United Nations Development Programme (UNCdfd the Organisation
for Econonic Cooperation andevelopment (OED)

2. The objectiveof the TIWB Initiative is to enable sharing of tax audit knowledge and skills with tax
administrations in developing countries through a targeted, real time "learning by doing" approach.

3. TIWB is focusd onpromoting hand-on assistane by sending Experts to build audit and avrdiiated
skills pertaining to specific international tax matters and the development of general audit skills withi
developing tax administrations.

Insta Curious:
Did you knav about the Better ife Index devioped by OECORead here,
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Instal inks: 2. Implementation.
Prelims Link: 3. Developed by?
1. About TIWB Programme. 4. Significance.

Mains Link:Discuss the significance thie Programme.

4, SCO meet:

Context

National Security Advisor Ajit Doval has propoaadction plan against Pakistamased terra groups
Lashkare-Taiba (LeT) and JaishiMohammad (JeMas part ofthe Shanghai Coopation Organisation (SCO)
NSAs mee

Background:
LeT and JeM have been responsible for many terror attacks in India, espadiadiyJnion Territory of
Jammu and Kashmir.
JeM, created with the support of the Pakistan spy agency, was responsilie lBulwama terror
attack in which40 Indian soldiers died.

Action Plan proposed:
1. Fullimplementation of UN resolutions and tatgd sanctions against Utlesignated terrorist
individuals and entities.
2. Adoption of international standards to counter terrfinancing including an MOU betere SCO and
Financial Action Task For¢EATE)
3. Monitoring new technologies used by terrorists. This included use of drones and misuse of dark web
artificial intelligenceblockchain and social media.

About the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO):
It isa permanentintergovernmental international organisation.
L (ce@dtion was announced on 15June 200y { KIF y3KIF A o6/ KAyl 0 o6& (KS wS
Republic of China, the Kyrgyz Relir the Russian Federation, the Republic of Tajikistan, andejpedRc of
Uzbekistan.

It was preceded bthe Shanghai Five mechanism.

¢KS {/hQ&a YIAyYy 3J2Ffa INB +a F2fft26ayY

Strengthening mutual trust and neighboudiss among the member states; protimg their effective
cooperation in politics, trade, the economgsearch, technology and culture, as well as in education, energy,
transport, tourism, environmental protection, and other areas; making joint effortsamntain and ensure
peace, securityand stability in the region; and moving towards the establishmért democratic, fair and
rational new international political and economic order.

Membership:

SCO comprises eight member statesmely the Republic dhdia, the Republic of KazakhstdnK St S 2 LJ
Republic of China, the Kyrgyz Republic, the Islagpalftic of Pakistan, the Russian Federation, the Republic o
Tajikistan, and the Republic of Uzbekistan.

Insta Curious:
Do you know about SCO RATSReato understand its roles andihctions.

Instal inks:
Prelims Link:
1. What is Shanghai Five?
2. When was SCO charter signed and when it
entered into force?

SCO founding members.

Whendid India join the group?
Observes and dialogue partners of SCO.
Permanent bodies under SCO.

Official languages of SCO.

NoOo kO
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Mains Link:
Discuss the objectives and significance of the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation.

5.9 F Y1+ WolylAywHpdedlQ bm 0y LYRAL
Context:
SriLanka a & o | ya®BAbyllidan ca@rrgricy swafrom India to meet its debt repayment obligations this year
and tide over the current economic crisis.
Sri Lanka is a $400 million swap from the Reserve Bank of India in a comgletb$ throughthe
SAAR(acility.

Background:
Sri Lanka is facing a foreign currency crisis in the midst of its debt service obligations.

What is this Currency Swap Arrangement (CSA)?
It isan arrangementetween two friendly countriego involve in trading in their own local
currencies.
As per tle arrangements, both countries pay for import and export trade at the predetermined rates df
exchangewithout bringing in third country currency like the US Dail

w. LQa CNJI YS Failtiks fof ANRGE 6 | LI
The SAARC currency swap facility carteedperation on 15th November, 2012.
The RBI can offer a swap arrangement within the overall corpus of USD 2 billion.
The swap drawals can be made in US dadlaro or Indian rupee. The fraework provides certain
concessions for swap drawals in Indiapee.

The facility will be available to all SAARC member countries, subject to their signing the bilateral swap

agreements.

Insta Curious: 2. How is it done?
Do you know what &lain Vanilla Financial 3. About SAARC Swap facility.
instrument is?Read Here
Mains Link:
InstalLinks: Discus the significancef Currency Swap
Prelims Link: Arrangement.
1. What is Currency swap?

Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShaArticle?Orgld=GE68NG18J.1&imageview=0

Topics: Effect of policies and politics of developed and developingcountri es on | ndi po:

interests, Indian diaspora.
1. China to allow couples to have third child:

Context:
5Fea | FOGSNI / KAYIl Qa latdsglaavitizalippRd ta its slawisrateSsiice ltia2 198@s, the
country has announceid will now allowthree children per married couple.

Please note, five years ago in 20186, it first relaxed its controversgathild policy to two.

Firstly, whywas onechild policy implemented?
China embarked upon its orhild policy in 1980, whetine Communist Party wasoncemned that the
O2dzy i NBE Q& 3INRBGAY3I LRLIMzZA I GAZ2YT 6KAOK G GKS GAYS
progress.
It wasenforced through several mean#cluding incentivising families financially to have one child,
making contraceptives widelyailable, and imposing sanctions against those who violated the policy.

Criticisms associated with this policy:
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Chineseauthorities have long hailed the policy as a success, claiming that it helped the country avert severe
food and water shortages lyyreventing up to 40 crore people from being born.
However, the onechild limit was also a source of discontent, as:
1. The staée used brutal tactics such as forced abortions and sterilisations.
2. It violated human rights, and wasfair to poorer Chinese sintke richer ones could afford to pay
economic sanctions if they violated the policy.
3. It gave way for enforcing reproducé\imits as a tool for social control.
4. It affected the sex ratioskewed towards males.
5. It led to alortion of female fetuses rosena so did the number of girls who were placed in orphanages
or abandoned.

6. LG YIRS / KAYIlI Qa LRLHOedKa@NA a5 FYBKOHAVEI FKE[i

Why was it discontinued?
Fears of a rapidlygeing population undermining eaomic growth forced the ruling Communist Party to allow
two children per married couple.
China’s Shifting Demographics
What necessiated further B8 Mevorosvisgnte: W-sree. WL SRmne cide:
reforms? .
While the relaxation did result in --"'....IIIIIII
some improvement in the =50 IIIIII' .

proportion of young people in the =1 |

courtry, the policy change was Illllllllllllll |

deemed insufficient in averting an s 5 53
impending demographic crisis. g 561 ‘ I
Challenges ahead:

Experts say relaxing limits on reprodwetirights alone cannot go a long way in averting an unwanted
demographic shift.

The main factors behd fewer children being born ar

1. Rising costs of living, education and supporting ageing parents.
2./ 2dzy NBE Q& LISNBI aXA @3S Odzf 1 dzNB 2F f2y3 ¢g2N] Ay3

3. Many couples believing that one child is enough, and some expressing no interest in having childrer].

Know about China's latest cerssteport,https://www.insightsonindia.com/2021/05/12/chinapopulation
growth-slowsto-lowestrate-in-decades.

Insta Curious:
Why IndiaDoes Not Need A TwGhild LawRead here
Did you know that few Indiastates too have such policidgead here,

Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?Orgld=GFV8KM7IB.1&imagedie

2.t £ SAGAYS dehtiorefdmo:RAF Q& | 6
Context:
A resolution titledd 9 y' & dzNJA y 3 intbi&atiohaShdriian fightdlhw and humanitarian law in Occupied
tFf SAGAYALY ¢SNNRG2NE Ay Okcdrycynk u®ahdéHuman RiydizCouhcsd ¥ |
[HRCJagains the backdrop of the latest round abnflict between Israel and Gazargg, the coastal part of the
Palestinian territories.
However India abstained from votingNow, in response to this, Palestine has observed thehsu
abstentionsuppresseshumanrigi & 2F al ff LIS2LX Shbo

Background:
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The resolution was adopted with th@te of 24 members. Nine voted against, and 14, including India,
abstained. The passing of the resolution led to the setting up of an independentissiamof inquiry to
investigate volation of international law by Israel.

| 26 KIFa LyRAlel@ad Paisting edavedyer tima?NI
LYRAFIQa LRtAOE 2y GKS f2y3Said NHzyyAy3d pooPdestndfaddi A
the first four decades, ta tensebalancing actwith its three-decadeold friendly ties with Israel. In oent

@SINARX LYRAIFIQ&a LI2aAldpralgraeKl & £ a2 06SSy LISNOSAOBSR

1. Post 1948:
In 1948, India was the only neArab-state among 13 countries thatoted against the UN partition pla of
Palestinein the General Assembly that led to the creation of Israel
In 1975,India became the first neArab country to recognise the PLO as the sole representative of the
Palestinian people, and invited it to opan office in Delhi, which was awded diplomatic status five
years later.
In 1988,when the PLO declared an indelemt state of Palestine with its capital in East Jerusalem,
India granted recognition immediately.

2. Post 1992:
The balancing beganwithy RA I Q& RS OA & Awith/lsraielan 1992, Which ¢ameiagaindt thé a
backdrop ofthe breakup of the SovietUnion,and massive shifts in the geopolitics of West Asia on account of
the first Gulf War in 1990.
The opening of an Indian embassy & Aviv in January 1992 marked exmd to the earlier stand.

3. Until 2017:
LYRALF Qa LI aa dzriy NIePhlBstindaikdauBand dalled for a negotiated solution resulting in a
sovereign, independent, viable and united State of Palestine, kagt Jerusalem as its capitaling/within
dS0dz2NE 'yR NBO23IyAaSR 02 NR StNidvasa &wb-Bt&te soldtiona A RS | 0 L
Then Prime Minister Manmohan Singh stated this position in November 2013. So did then President
Pranab Mukherje, in October 2015.

4. Post 2017:
India dropped the references to East Jerusalem and the borders in 2017 when PateAtithority President
Mahmoud Abbas visited Delhi. In 2018, when Mr. Modi visited Ramallah, he reaffirmed the same position,
no direct reference to the borders or Jesalem.

What does this indicate?

The trend is clearindia's decisions are based a mature understanding and evaluation of the Isialestine
issues andNew Delhi is following the same approach now as Israel anteBine exchange rocket firdndia
has refused to pick a side and called foragealation and dialogue.

For more etails on IsraelPalestine conflict, read:
https:// www.insightsonindia.com/2021/05/18sraelpalestineconflict/.

Insta Curious:
Do you know the difference between the Human Rights Council and UN Human Riglats Rlez
Do you know about the SpecRifocedures of the Human Rights Coungié2d Here

InstaLinks: 6. About thewhole conflict.
Prelims Link:
1. Where is the west bank? Mains Link:Suggest solutions to end the long
2. Gaza strip. standing IsraelPalestine conflict.
3. Golan heights.
4. Who are Ham&3 Linkhttps://epaper.thehinducom/Home/MShareA
5. What is AlNakba? rticle?0rgld&DF8KRVM6.1&imageview=0

www.insightsonindia.com 76 InsightslAS

S|

ith


http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2021/05/19/israel-palestine-conflict/
https://www.ohchr.org/en/aboutus/pages/frequentlyaskedquestions.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/SP/Pages/Welcomepage.aspx
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GDF8KRVM6.1&imageview=0
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GDF8KRVM6.1&imageview=0

3. UN Security Council endorses Secretary General Guterres for second t
Context:

TheUnited Nations Security Coundias endorsecdbecretaryGeneralAntonio Guterres for a second fiyear
term- from 1 January 2022 to 3december 2026.

About the UNSecretary General:
TheUN Chartedescribes the SecretgGeneral aschief administrative officer" of the Organizationyho
shall act in that capacity and perfortauch other functions as amntrusted" to them bythe Security Council,
General Assembly, Economic and Social Council and other United Nationssrga
The Charter also empowers the Secret@gneral to bring to the attention of the Security Council any
matter which in their opiniommay threaten the maintenance of international peace and security.

Appointment:

¢tKS {SOdzNRGeé& [/ 2dzyOAf NBO2YYSYyR&a || OFYRARFGS F2NJ
all UN members get a voice in the secrgtd Sy S NI f Q the flveSper@adéninferilers of the Security
Council hold the most influence. Any one tifem can eliminate a nominee with a veto.

Issues/challenges with the office of UN Secretary General:
1. ¢KS !''b / KI NI SNJ R2 facyonsiandpdwsrs ddh&ecrdia®/ angrsl. ( K S
2. Selection is not done entirely on merit and transparency.
3. Crtics of the appointment process say it lacks transparency and falls prey to cronyism due to the
LISNXY I ySy G { SOdzNA Ge& [/ 2 doft@ik decrevriggotatoNskecamdiifiaie?. LJ2 &
4. The secretangeneral often struggles to balance the interest®tifer large funders and powerful
member states as well.

Significance of the office:
1. PeacekeepingThe secretanA Sy SNJ f Qa 2 FceKedpiBg nsgichdlanESapetsnialS |
undersecretary in charge of that department.
2. Mediation:! & LJ NI 2RT 2FRE O&AZ NBALRYAaAOA fgdnérd praficesi K
independence and impartiality to prevent and limit conflict.

Insta Curious:
While the General #sembly or Security Council may initiate a peacekeeping mission, operationall cests
with the Secretariat. Redithis to understand more about theesponsibilities of the secretaiyeneral.

InstaLinks: Mains Link:Discuss the issues associated with the
Prelims Link: office of UN Secretary General
1. About UNSC.
2. Election of UN Secretary General. Linkhttps://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
3. Functions and powers. rticle?0rgld=GRG8LDPSV.1&imageview=0

4. BRICS opposegceptionalism: China:

Context:

Virtual BRICS Foreign Nsiters was held recentl
At the end of the meeting two statements were issued on'tliteeting of the BRICMinisters of
Foreign Affairs/International Reltions" and another on "BRICS Joint Statement on Strengihgn
and Reforming the Mltilateral System®.

What has China said on BRICS and its intended objectives?
1. BRICS countries pursapenness, inclusiveness and wwin cooperation, and reject "bloc pdatics
and ideological confrontation".
2. The BRICS countriess emerging markets drdeveloping countries, are indeed different from a few
developed countries in their attitude towardasultilateralism and multilateral cooperation.
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3. The BRICS countries ssdbe needo observe the purposes and principles of the Wharterand
oppose exeptionalism and double standards.

What do these statements indicate/suggest?
These statements clearly reveal that China is oppos¢dgdormation of the Quad groupingamongst
the US, India, Australia and Japan.
It believes this group is targeting or harming the interests of third parties.

BRICS:

1. BRICSs an acronym for the grouping 6fK S ¢ 2 NI RQa f S RAy 3 Sra8NHA Yy 3

Russia, India, China anddbth Africa.

2. In 2001, the Britsh EconomiA ¥ h Qb SAff O2Ay SR GKS GSNXY . wlL/

economies of Brazil, Russia, India, and China.

3. The grouping wakrmalised during the first meeting of BRIC Foreign MinigteR AY HAnnc @

4. South Afrca was invited to join BRIC in December 204&fler which the group adopted the acronym
BRICS.

5. The Chairmanship of the forum is rotated annually among the members, in accordance with the
acronym BRI-GS.

Cooperation Mechanism: @peration among membes is achieved through:
1. Track I: Formal diplomatic engagement between the national governments.
2. Track Il: Engagement through governmaefffiliated institutions, e.g. statewned enterprises and
business councils.
3. Track IlI: Civil seety and Peopldo-Peoge engagement.

India and BRICS:
1. From the Indian perspective, BRICS has emerged as the Yaieeedoping countries, or the global
south.
2. With raising challenges on issues from WTO to climate change, New Delhi believes BRI @ texs
the rights d the developing countries.
3. BRICS has put counterrorism on top of the agenda, this has begisuccess for India.

Insta Curious:
1. Did you know that India has assumed the BRICS Presidency from January 2021?
2. The acronym similao the term BRIC:
Do you know what MINTSs isRead Here
3. Do you know What Next Eleven R@ad Here

Instalnks:
Prelims Link: Mains Link:
1. About BRICS. Discuss the significance and relevance of BRICS for
2. Summits. India.
3. Presidency.
4. Organisations and groups associated with Linkhttps://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
BRICS. rticle?0rgld=GRG8LDPTF.1&imageview=0

5. G7 accommodates Indian stand on need for Internet curbs:

Context:

India has signed off amjoint statementbyG-7F Yy R 3dzSa i 02 dzy i N tBakireaffiyh add2 LIS Y
J

encourage thevaluessf F NBSR2Y 2F SELINB A A A 2 yaTreedosh that safegutardsy S
democracy and helps people live frédeom fear and oppre& A 2 y € ®
The statementalsorefers@ LJ2 t A G A OF £ £ & Y2 A O BhsibReRf the thie&sNd/ S (i
freedom and democracy.
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Democracies 11:
The joint statement was@ned by the & countries, and India, South Korea, Austratid &outh Africa, with
host British Prime Minister Boris Johnson calling tie® S Y2 ONI OA S&a wmMmé @

What India said on the need for internet curbs?

Open societies are particularly vulnerable tsidformation and cybeattacks. Therefore, there is a need to
Syadz2NS (KOS BB¥BBEWNALIY I FSydzS F2N I ROFYyOAy3a RSY?Z
curbs on certain occasions are necessary.

Background:

India has been under scrutimyer Internet curbs in Jammu and Kashnawen as the Governnme is locked in

a fae-off over itsnew IT ruleswith tech giants such as Twitter, which described a police search at its offices i

Indialastmonthas &G LR Sy idAlf GKNBRé@yéas FTNBSR2Y 2F SELINBS
Similar communication shutdowns were witnessed in Daflil Assam during therotests againsthe
Citizenship Amendment Aduring 20192020 andi K S T I NJySastQanuabhdNE G S a

What procedure does the government follow to suspend Internet services?
Thelnformation Technology Act, 200@he Criminal Procedure Code (CrPC), 1973 and the Telegraph Act,
1885are the three lavg that deal with susgnsion of Internet srvices.
But before 2017, Internet suspension orders were issued uadetion 144 of the CrPC.
In 2017, the central government notifigde Temporary Suspension of Telecom Services (Public
Emergency or Public Sgce) Rules under th@elegraph Acto govern suspension of Internet.
These Rules derive their powers from Section 5(2) of the Indian Telegraph Act, which talks about

AYUGSNODSLIiAz2y 2F YSaalr3aSa Ay (GUKS aAyidSNBaita 2
Insta Curious: 4. Anuradha Bhasin case (2020) is related to?
Know about latest efforts to reform criminal law 5. Article 370 of the Constitution.
system in India,

Mains Link:
InstaLinks: Discuss about the various impacts of internet
Prelims Link: suspensionri the UT of Jammu and Kashmir.
1. Section 144 of the CrPC.
2. About Indian Telegraph Act. Linkhttps://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
3. Key Povisions of the IT AQ000. rticle?0rgld=G7B8LVD6A.1&imageview=0

6. Stockholm International Peace Research Institute (SIPRI) Year Book 2(

Context:
Swedish think tanktockholm International PeacBesearch Institute (SIPRias released its Year Book 2021.

Key findings:
1. India possessed an estimated 156 nuclear warheads at the start of 26@hpared with 150 at the
start of last year, whiledkistan had 165 wa#dads, up from 160 in 2020.
2./ KAYl Qa ydzOf SFNJ I NBSYylFf O2yaAraiaSR 2F opn & N
3. The nine nuclear armed states the U.S., Russia, the U.K., Franten&; India, Pakistan, Israel and
North Korear together possessed an astated 13,080 nuclear weapons at the start of 2021.
4. Russia and the U.S. together possessed over 90% of global nuclear weapons.

What's the Concern now?
The overall number of warhela in global military stockpiles now appears to beréasing, a worrisomsign
that the declining trend that has characterised global nuclear arsenals since the #red@dld War has
stalled.
1. The larger concern is that India and Pakistan are seekwgewhnologies and capabilities that
dangerously undd A y' S S I @fence undeSieRucleaRthreshold.
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2. Indiat F {AZGFY &NRaAJ
misinterpretation in a future crisis.
3. /| KA Yl Qaprdfil@#s b guble@ieapons state was compoundingRik | Q &

atdzyotAy3a Ayid2 dz@Aiy3d GKSANI

a SapesNA O &

India's stand on nuclear weapons:

India remains committed to the policy bfo First Use (NFWgainst nuclear weapon states andn-use
against nonnuclearweapon states.

The Conference on Disarmament (CBB Y I A y &
F2NHzYé YR LYRAL
CD.

§ §nGle rudtiRt&tEdiRBaEnament negotiating
ddzLILI2 NIia K2f RAYy3a 2F yS3I2GAFGA2Yy

India also remains committed to negotiations redjaga Fissile Material Cubff Treaty (FMCT) in the
CD.

Insta Curious
Did you know that SIPRI also releases the annual réportNS v R &
latest reporthere,

Ay 2 2NI R?Readthied | NE

InstaLinks: 7. What is nuclear triad?
Preims Link:
1. Whatis SIPRI? Mains Link:
2. How many nuclear armed stateseathere Comment on the latst findings of 2020 SIPRI
in the world? Yearbook.
3. 2020 nuclear warhead inventories.
4. Comparison with previous report findings? Linkhttps://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
5. What is the New START treaty? rticle?0Orgld=GV38LVAIE&imageview=0
6. Which countries have reduced nuclear

warheadsover the last year?

7. Supreme Court closes criminal case against Italian Marines:

Context:

The Supreme Court has closed a criminal case initiated againstatiam marineswho killed two fishermen
off the Kerala coast, setting the gja for the Italiargovernment to try them in their own country as pem

international tribunal award.
It has also accepted the additional
compensation of Rupees 10 crores
offered by the Republic of Italy to the
victims of he 2012 sediring incident
which took place neakKerala coast.

Article 142

The Government of India urged the Court to
invoke the extraordinary power unddrticle 142
of the Constitutionto quash tke criminal cases
against Marines, as the international tribunal
underthe United Nations Convention on Law of
Seadhad ruled that India lacks the jurisdictitm
criminally progcute them.

What had the tribunal held?
In a close 3:2 vote, the tribunal ruled tha
the Italian marines enjoyediplomatic
immunity as Italian state officials under
the United Nations Convention on the
Law of Sea.

www.insightsonindia.com

ENRICA LEXIE CASE: FROM
SHOOTING TO VERDICT

Feb 15, 2012: |talian marines
on board Enrica Lexie shoot
down 2 fishermen on fishing
vessel St Antony. FIR lodged.
Enrica Lexie escorted to
Kochi Port and anchored

May 29, 2012: Kerala HC
rules marines can be held
accountable by Indian
courts, are not entitled to
sovereign immunity

Dec 20, 2012: Kerala HC
allows marines to visit Italy

Feb 22, 2013: SC allows
marines to visit Italy for
4 weeks

Apr 2, 2013: Marines return to
India, file petition challenging
India’s jurisdiction over case

Aug 24, 2015: international
Tribunal for the Law of the Sea
prescribes both parties suspend
all court proceedings

80

Feb 19, 2012: |talian marines
Massimiliano Latorre and
Salvatore Girone arrested in
Kochi

May 18, 2012: Kerala Police
file chargesheet against the
marines

May 30, 2012: Marines get
bail with rider to stay in Kochi

Jan 18, 2013: SC orders
— investigation by NIA and trial in
special court

_ Mar 11, 2013: Italy announces
marines won't return to India

Jun 26, 2015: Italy starts
— proceedings against India
under UN Convention for the
Law of the Sea

Jul 2, 2020:

__ Permanent Court of
Arbitration rules marines
entitled to immunity. India is
precluded from exercising its
jurisdiction over the marines
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http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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Taking note of thét O2 YY A (i Y SaySiR SoE&LINB@&I f 8¢ (G2 NB&adzyS Ada
incident, the tribunal said India must cease to ex&dts jurisdiction.

Insta Curious: 3. Articles 87, 90 and 100 of UNCE.@re

What is Freedom of Navigation Operations? related to?

Read here 4. About International Tribunal for Law of the

Sea(ITLOS).

InstalLinks: 5. What is NIA?

Prelims Link: 6. About the Permanent Court of Arbitration.
1. PCAcomposition, functions and members.
2. Wha is UNCLOS? Mains Link:

Discuss the functions and significance of PCA.

8. At UNHRC, grave concerns raised over Xinjiang:

Context:

More than 40 countries led by Canada have voiced grave concetims BN Human Rights Council (UNHRC)
Fo2dzi / KAYlFQa | OlA2ya Ay --Ay2Aly3as |1 2y3 Y2y3A | yH

What werethe demands?
Beijing must allow UN rights chief Michelle Bachele | y

20K y
YR dzy FSGGSNBR | O0S&aaé¢ (2 - Aye

S NJ S
Al Yy R

YRSLISY
S I yR

o A

2 0 &
iKS
What's the issue?

Credible reports indicate that over a million people have been aabily detained in Xinjiang and that there is

widespread surveillance disproportionately targeting Uighurs and members of other minorities and restrictio
on fundamental freedoms and Uighculture.

China's response:

Despite mounting evidence, Chinardes mistreating the Uyghurs, and goes on to insist it is simply running
"vocational training" centres designed to counter extremism.

Who are Uighurs?

The Uighurs are a predominantijuslim minority Turkic i :
ethnic group,whose origins can be traced t@Qral and L e o

4 x 7 Beijingll .~ £ KOREA 1)
. KASHGAR . Ay - d
EaSt ASIa PREFECNRE‘( o VKQREA anm

AFGHANISTAN

The Uighurs speak their own language, similar to Turkish, iy : 9 e
and see themselves as culturally and ethnically close to b i3

Central Asian n&ins. LSt bl y, .
China recognises the commtnbnly as aregional >  © . W cumn o
minority and rejects that they are an indigeus ) | 7N
group.
Currently, the largest population of the Uighur ethnic community lives in the Xinjiang region of Chinal
A significant population of Uighurésa lives in the neighbouring CealrAsian countries such as
Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan and Kazakhstan.
Uighur Muslims for decades, under the false accusation by the Chinese government of terrorism and
separatism, have suffered from abuses including persenuforced detention, intense sdiny, surveillance

and even slavery.

KAZAKHSTAN [ MONGOLIA

Insta Curious:
Doyouknow 0 2dzi / KAYlF Q& hyS /2dzyiNE ¢g2 {eadaSvya LRfA
policy?Read this,

Instal inks: 1. Who are Uighurs?
Prelims Link: 2. Where is Xinjiang?
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3. Who are Han Chinese? Mains Link:
4. Indian states bordering Xinjiang province. Who are Uighurs? Why areef in news? Discuss.

Link:https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehindu.com/news/international/atinhrcgrave-concerns
raisedover-xinjiang/article34914963.ece/amp/

9. OPE@nd rising oil prices:
Context:
India is working to persuade oil exporting countries to moderate surging oil prices and warned that high pric
would push the countryo tap alternativeimport sources such as Iran.
TheOrganization of Petroleum Expting Gountries and its allies (OPECafe expected to discuss a
possible easing of supply cuts, amid a rebound in global demand, on July 1.

Current Challenges being faced by India:

1%

1. Withretah £ LINA OSa F2NJ LISGNRBE ONER &y AINAMS Ala (OASINERS

2. International oil prices have risepast USD 75 per barrel in recent daykighest since April 20190n
consumption recovery as well as suppligeing bort of demand.

3. High oil prices are adding toflationary pressures.

4. Exhaustinghe strategic petroleum reserve# had built up last year by taking advantage of lower oil
prices.

5. Increasing central and state taxes on petrol and dieagt al® the keyreason for the prices of petrol
and diesel being at record highs.

6. LYRAIQa 2Af RSYFYR KI & I f &mor&lihah &y othie®majarmiyer.A y

Impact of OPEC:
OPEC nations such as Saudi Arabia have traditionally been its @ritgpurce. BUDPEC and its allies, called
OPECH+gnoring its all for ease supply curbs had led to the world's thiidgest oil importer tap newer
sources to diversify its crude oil imports.
As a result, OPEC's share in India's oil imports hapddo about 60 per cent in May from 74 per
cent in the previous mah.

India's oil imports: e
1. India is the world's third ‘ . :
largest consumer of crude. Petroleum external supply disruptions

Objective - To ensure energy security of the

country by serving as a cushion during any
N . ., Gol has set up 5.33 MMT of strategic crude
2. United Statess India’s Rese rves oil storages in SPR Phase-I at following
secondlargest supplier after A big boost to India’s Hoctions:
Energy Security i) Vishakhapatnam - 1.33 MMT
Irag. ii) Mangalore - 1.5 MMT

iii) Padur - 2.5 MMT

Another 6.5 MMT of strategic crude reserves is

LYRAIQa tftly 2y being planned in SPR Phase-II at :
reserne. _1_) Chandikhole, Odisha (4 MMT);
Indian Strategic Petleum Reserves b
Ltd (ISPRLhas constructed three
strategic petroleum reserves in huge
ur_1derground rock caverns at it Cade Ol St
Visakhapatnam (1.33 MMT) on the Capacity
East Coast, and at Mangaluru Y Pocasa ii"‘..’.ﬁ.'l‘f s e
(1.5MMT) andPadur (2.5 MMT) on ot o 2.5 MMT (ot oot
the West Coast. M.:;::: 44 “ s m Upcoming Crude Oil Storage
ISPRL is a wholly owned &4 CADRCHY e w2
subsidary of Oil Industry D S e
Development Board (OIDB)
under the Ministry of Petroleum & Natural Gas.
The new facilities approved recently can provide additional supply for about 12 days.
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The govenment of India is planning to set up two more such caverrGratndkhol (Odisha) and
Udupi (Karnataka) as per phase Il through Pulfticvate Partnership.
Thus, a total of 22 days (10+12) of oil consumption will be made available by ISPR.

Insta Curias: 2. What is OPEC?

Do you know the differences between Brent Crude 3. About OPEC Plus.

Oil Vs WTI oilRead Here 4. About ISPRL.

InstaLinks: Mains Link:

Prelims Link: 2NAGS |+ y203S 2y LYRAI QA&
1. About Crude oil and its bypducts. reserves.

Link:https://epaper.thehinducom/Home/MShareArticle?0Orgld=GE68NG18T.1&imageview=0

10. WhatisE@ad ySg WGl OOAYS LI 23aLBRNIQ
Covishield not been inclad?

Context:
Covishieldmanufactured by Serum Institute of Indianigt among the vaccines which have been
approved by the European Medicines Agency (EMditsa @+ O O A ¥ 8100 EJ- AJaRia Allbws Y S
free movement of people in and out of Europe.

Which are the vaccines that have been approved by EMA for the purpose?
The EMA list onlincludes four vaccineaow Vaxzevria (OxfordstraZeneca), Comirnaty (Pfiz&ioNTech),
Spkevax (Modera) and Janssen (Johnson & Johnson).

2 KIFIG A& GKS WANBSYy LI 3daQ oKAOK gAftft SFaS GNI @St
The9! S5AIAGFE [/ 20AR [ SNasi bpbpdlarky Bhawn zhaslbeeik BeatédIaNGStdry LIl
freedom of travel for he public andemove the barriers on entry placed due to the pandemic.

It is a digital proof that a person has either been vaccinated against-COyat received a negative

test result,or recovered from the viral infection. The document is valid acatidsU counies.

2 KAES GKS a3aINBSYy LI da¢ Aa SE LIS GiesSidr pabpte byrdoibgS

away with restrictions, it is not absolutely compulsory.

Why has @vishield not been included in the list?

Serum Institute of Indiathd  y2 G | LILJX ASR FT2NJ / 20AaKASt RQA I LILINE

ThoughVaxzevrighas been among the vaccines approved by EMA, Covishield, which is derived from

' a0NF %Sy SOl Qa aK2dz Aa y204 2y GKS tArado
This isbecauseghe EMA takes into consideratiorotal manufacturing facilies. Even if the vaccine is
the same, different manufacturers of the same product need to submit separate applications for
approval from EMA.

2KFG A& LYRAFQA A0GRKWR 2y W@l OOAYS LI aalLl2NIa
Though the EU has made it clear th&t$ & ANB Sy  Ldlcampulsorg the idsue Yids dncedagain raked
up the larger debate ononcerns around privacy and ethics.
¢tKS WO OOAYS LI AaLRNIQ KFa 06SSy f tithhasSived risét® dzi
larger concerns oveantrusion, privacy and aurb on the right to free movement.
At the recent meeting o7 countriesUnion Health Minister Harsh Vardhan said thatia was
GaGNRy3Ite 2LJJ2aSR (G2 | dNBE@OAYS LI aalLRNIQ i

Larger concern:
With vaccine covage as a % of populatian developing countries still low compared to developed countries,
such an initiative could prove to be highly discriminatory.

Insta Curious:
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Did you know that the history of vaccine®ad L322 NIl & RI G Sa o6 O{lopmént opthedirstNR WS

knownvaccine in 1796? The vaccine was against SmaljEad abat this (briefly)
(This aticle gives good information for your Mains answer).

Instal inks: Mains Link:Discuss concerns assaigid with
Prelims Link: Vaccine Passport Programmes.

1. About Vaccine Passports.

2. Various countries having this facility. Linkhttps://indianexpress.com/article/explained/e

xplainedeu-vaccinepassportcovishidd-not-
included7381386/lite/.

Topics: Important International ins titutions, agencies and fora, their structure, mandate.
1. China and Central & Eastern European (CEE) 17+1 mechanism:

Context:

Lithuania has justified it's decision to pull outtbé China and Central & Eastern European (CEE) 17+1
mechanismwhich is seen as a pi@hina grouping of countries within the EU. It has disaied thatthe
decision came because of U.S. pressure.

What was the mairtrigger for this decision?
1. ¢KS Wmt LX dza 2ySQ F2NXI G 0SOF Y SEuropeR brd st dofe. T

2. Tensions between China and Lithuania have beeriding up over a number of issuep: A ( K dzl y A |
new ties with Taiwan, itslPNX A I YSy 4 Qa NBaz2fdziAz2y 2y | A3KdzNE I

and EU politicians.
3. China has also decided to impose entry bans and sanctageinst some European ptidians and
academics, and that has had an impact or@iliha relations.

2Kl A& GKS amtbmé AYAGALFGAOSK
The 17+1 initiative ia Chinaled formatfounded in s
2012 in Budapest with aaim to expand

cooperation between Beijing and the Central and 2;;/
EasternEuropean (CEE) member countriesith “}f; o v i
investments and trade for the develogent of the :.:E:j\ Yo Gorman
CEE region. \%

The framework alséocuses on A

infrastructure projectssuch as bridges, \Y\ aly ¢
motorways, railway lines and modernisation| e \\
of ports in the member states. B

What's init for China? S I . k- 1
I KAYFEQa YyIFINNIUAGS U266 NRa UKS MTbM AYAUATUOADS A&
improving its relations with the European countries that are less developed as compared to the Western
European states.

However, the platform is largely seenlag/ S E (i Sy & A fagshipgBalt and Raayd initaive (BRI)

Composition:

The initiative includes twelve EU member states and five Balkan stafdbania, Bosnia aniderzegovina,
BulgariaCroatia, Czech Republic, Estonia, Greece, Hungary, Latvia, LithMeceaonia, Montenegro, Poland,
Romania, Serbia, Slovakia and Slovenia.

Insta Curious:
wStFGiSR NBIFIRAY3 2F / KAYFIQa t2fAaodey
1. 52 @2dz (Y296 [/ KAYLl QansPolicpReddHdey G NBE ¢ g2 { @&
2. Do you think One Country Two Systems policy to be a possible solution for thePlalestine Cditict?
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https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cooperation_between_China_and_Central_and_Eastern_European_Countries
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InstaLinks: Mains Link:

Prelims Link: How China is marking its presence in and around
1. What are Baltic nations? Asia? Discuss.
2. About the European Union.
3. Wha is CEE 17+1 mechanism? Link:
4. About Belt and Road Initiative. https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
5. Countries in Eurozone vs EU. ?0rgld=GRK8KP5HD.1&imageview=0

2. UNGA head:
Context:
LYRAF KFd RSOARSR (2 @20S Ay uladdhahidiNtie ekdionaflthe RA @S 3
President othe United Nations General Assembly

This time the UNGA head will be chosen frina AsiaPacifc grouping.

Asia Pacific group of the UN
Consists of 53 Member Stat@nd is the second largest regional group by number of member states
after the African Group.
Its territory is omposed of much of the continents of Asia and Oceania with the exuepfia few
countries.

About UNGA:

The General Assemblytise main celiberative, policymaking and representative organ of the UN.
All 193 Member States of the UN are representethanGeneral Assembly, makinghe only UN body
with universal repregntation.
The Presidenof the General Assembly is elected each yeaassembly to serve a ongear term of
office.
The presidency rotates annually between the five geographic groufsican, AsiePacific, Eastern
European, Latin American and Caribbeand Western European and other States.

How are the decisions taken?
Decisions on important questions, such as those on peace and security, admission of new members
and budgetary maers, require a twethirds majority of the General Assembly.
Decision®n other questions are by simple majority.

The Assemblizas no bindingvotes or veto powerdike the UN Security Council.

According to the Charter of the United Nations, the Genefasembly may:

1. Consider and approve the United Nations budget andldista the financial assessments of Member
States.

2. Elect the norpermanent members of the Security Council and the members of other United Nations
councils and organs and, on the recommdation of the Security Council, appoint the Secretary
General.

3. Consiler and make recommendations on the general principles of cooperatiomdintaining
international peace and security, including disarmament.

4. Discuss any question relating to interraatal peace and security and, except where a dispute or
situation is carently being discussed by the Security Council, make recommendatidhs on

Insta Curious:

Did you know that the year 2020 marks the 75th anniversary of the United Nations and its founding Charter
https://www.un.org/en/observances/un
day#:.~:text=The%20year%202020%20marks%20the,severe%20economic%20and%20social%20impacts

Instal inks: 2. How is the president of UNGA elected?
Prelims Link: 3. Name the permanent members of UNSC?
1. Which countries are not a part of UNGA? 4. How are non permanent members elected?
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5. Voting powers at UNSC. Linkhttps://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
6. How are non permanent seats distributed? rticle?0Orgld=GDF8KRVLS8.1&imageview=0
7. UNGA vs UNSC.

3. Clean Energy Miili S NA | £ IQdstrial D&ep Decarbonization
Initiative (IDDI):

Context:

India abng with Govt. of United Kingdontraunched new workstream to promote indugtl energy efficiency
underthe Clear® Y SNH & a A V A & induistidalIDée@ Bcarbohifation Initiative (IDDIat the 12th
Chief Energy Ministerial (CEM

What is Industrial Deep Decarbonization Initiative (IDDI)?
It isa globalcoalition of public and private organisationsho are working to stimulate demand for
low carbon indstrial materials.
In collaboration with national governments, IDDI worsstandardise carbon assessments, establish
ambitious public and private sectprocurement targets, incentivise investment into laarbon
product development and design industryidelines.
Coordinatedby United Naions Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO)
Members:The IDDI is cted by the UK and India and current members include Germany and Canada.

About Clean Energy MinisteridCEM):

Establishment:
It wasestablished in December 2008t (i K S | b éndrk CoNdention on Climate Change
conference of parties in Copenhagen.
CEM is highlevel global forum to promote policies and programs that advance clean energy
technology, to bare lessons learned and best practices, and to encourage the transiteogltdal
clean energy economy.
29 countries are part of CEM including India.

Insta Curious:
Why industrial decarbonization is an opportunity for India to fight climate chaRge®l here,

Instalinks: 4. What is UNIDO?
Prelims Link:
1. About CEM. Mains Link:
2. About IDDI. What is Industrial Deep Decarbonization Initiative
3. | b Q& C NJo¥iénich Nd Climate (IDDI)? Discuss.
Change.

4. Syria has likely used chemical weapons 17 times: OPCW:

Context:

The head othe Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapotad the UN Security Coundihat its
experts have investigated 77 allegations agaSyria, and concluded that in 17 cases chemical weapons were
likely or definitely used.

Background:
Syria was pressed to joihe Chemical Weapons Conventidm September 2013 by its close ally Russia after a
deadly chemical weapons attack that the West blamed on Damascus.

About OPCW:
1. Itis an international organization establishedthg Chenical Weapons Conventior,997 to
implement and enforce the termsf the nonproliferation treaty, which prohibits the use, stockpiling,
or transfer of chemical weapons by signatory states.
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2. By the 2001 Relationship Agreement between the OPCW and the Untitsahs,the OPCW reports on
its inspections and other activitie to the UN through the office of the Secretary General.

3. The organisation was awardéiae 2013Nobel Peace Prizé T 2 NlensittedeffofsHo eliminate
OKSYAOItT 4SILRyatod

Powers:
The OEW is authorized to perform inspections to verify that signatory states are complying with the
convention.

The Chemical Weapons Convention prohibits:

Developing, producing, acquiring, skpding, or retaining chemical weapons.

The direct or indirect tinsfer of chemical weapons.

Chemical weapons use or military preparation for use.

Assisting, encouraging, or inducing other states to engage in@wibited activity.
Theuseofriotcontid ISy Ga ala I YSGK2R 2F 41 NFI NBdé

arwNE

Insta Curious:

5AR @2dz (y26K LYRALFQa&a [/ 2YLINRTt f SNJItHe gxiernal azifitdrby2té] D $y S

Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW) for a thygzar term starting 2021Read here,

InstaLinks: 5. Roles and functions of the external auditor
Prelims Link: of OPCW.
1. About OPCW.
2. What is CWC? MainsLink:
3. Members. Write a note on the chemical weapons convention.
4. Fundions of theexecutive council.

5.b¢t/ 22Aya 'bQa /9h 2 GSNI YIYRI
Context:
LYRALFQa f I NBS&ad LIoSNI dzii Af Ali® IDtb&a l/ f [ /idRFAIMaEdb@E 6/9

What is CEO Water Mandate?
Itisa UN Global Compact initiatewhich demonstrates commitment and efforts of companies to enhance
their water and sanitation agendas in line wiBustainable Development Goals.
It has been designed to asscompanies in developing, implementing and disclosing comprehensive
water straegies and policies.
It provides a platform for companies to link with likénded businesses, public authorities, UN
agencies, civil society organizations etc.

What isUN Global Compact initiative
It is a nonbinding United Nations pact to encourage businesses and firms worldeiddapt
sustainable and socially responsible policies, and to report on their mgsigation.
Launched in 2000.
It isa principlebased frameworkfor businesses, stating teprinciples in the areas of human rights,
labor, the environment and antiorruption.
Under the Global Compact, companies are brought together with UN agentiesgi@ups and civil
society.
Cities can join the Global Compact througk Cities Programme

NTPC's vision:

NTPC has alrdg taken a series of measures across its plant locations on sound water management.
NTPC will further imbibé KS o wQ&a ¢ NI Ridz@&er cohsBnatios and migemedt S 0
while carrying out its core business activity of power generation.
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What s the extent of water crisis in India?
ThebL¢L !} &23 NBLR Nla 2y 3 2MLiR alLuysnes thairSraeg Q
million Indians face high to extreme watstress.
According to a World Bank reporthe amount of water currently avaitde to an individual will fall
below half of the 1,588 cubic meters per year by @0Bhis will create unimaginable disaster for the
majority people in India.

Indiahast% ofi KS ¢2NI RQa FTNBaKgl G§SNI gKAOK KFa G2 OF SN

Insta Curious:
Do you know about the Protocol on Water and Health? Is India a signat this?Read here,
Did you know, Uttarakhand is the first state in the country to introduce Gross Enwrttrifnoduct?Read Here

InstaLinks: 4. bL¢L ! @23 NBLRNI 2Yy
Prelims Link: Management Index.

1. About UN CEO water mandate.

2. About UN Global Compact initiative. Mains Link:

3. Global Compact Géts Programme. Write a note on UN Global Compacttiktive.

6. G7 corporate tax deal:

Context:

Finance ministers from wealthy7 nationshave endorse@ new global corporate tax deal.
The agreement will now be discussed in detail ateeting ofG20 fnancial minister@&nd central bank
governors in Jy.

Highlights of the new deal:
1. The aim ido counter tax avoidancéo make companies pay in the countries where theybdsiness.
2. The agreement commits states &oglobal minimum corporate tax rate af5%to avoid countries
undercutting each other.

Need for a minimum rate:
1. The decision to ratify a 15% floor rate follows frardeclaration of war on lowtax jurisdictions
around the globe by the US.
2. The rationale behind this movetis discourage theshifting of multinational operations and profits
overseas.

Focus of the plan:

3. The minimum rate is tailored to addretf®e low effective rates of tax shelled out by some tife
2N RQa 0 A 33 $alidinguidyitdl giartslsuch & YEplE, Alpttzdind Facebook. These
companies typically rely ocomplex webs of subsidiariés hoover profits out of major markets into
low-tax countriessuch as Ireland or Caribbean roats.

Issues/problems with the plan:

1. Impinges orthe right of sovereign nationsi 2 RSOARS | ylF A2y Q& G+ E LI
2. A global minimunrate would essentially take awaytool that countries use to push policies that suit
them.

3. Also, a global minimum tax mwill do little to tackldax evasion.
Is this the end of tax havens?
If the deal does not kill off tax havens entirely, it withke them far less attractive for many firms looking to cut
their tax bill but also burnish their credentials with investéocusing on environmental, social andprate
governance.

Impact on India:
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Since India’s effective tax rate is above the glabhinimum tax rate, it would not impact companies doing
business in India. The global minimum rate impacts companies losiFgx jurisdiction to achieve low global
tax cost. Moreover, India attracts foreign investment owing to its large internal maglatity labour at
competitive rates, strategic location for exports, and a thriving private sector.

Insta Curious:
Do you know what Tax Cheat i&ad Here
Do you think there is angifference between Tax Cheat and Faaud?

Mains Link:
InstalLinks: Discuss the need for a global minimum corporate
Prelims Link: tax.
1. About G7 nations.
2. What are G20 and G8 groups. Link:https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/e
3. Corporate tax structure in India. xplainedwhat-the-g7-corporatetax-deatmeans
4. Equalisation levy in India. for-india-7345684/lite/.

7. China hosts ASEAN Foreign Ministers:

Context:
China is hostingoreign Ministers from the 1&SEANountries.The evehalso marks the 3@ear anniversary
of relations.
ASEAN is being seasa key space where Chinese and Quad initiatives may rub up against each
other.

Concerns for China:
There are possibilitiethat Quad members will further rope in ASEAN membecstmter China as Southeast
Asia is of great significancetfioK S  hdo-Padif2 Stkategy.

Chinarecentlycalled KS v dzr R IINATGI®Y ! Al Yy

What is ASEAN?

TheAssociation of Southeast Asian Natioissa regional organizatn which was established to promote
political and social stability amid rising tensions among the-AdiaO A F AcOl@hilstdtdd. a i

The motto of ASEAN B hy'S + ASAALZRSY iMyli e = hyS /2YYdzyAlGeé o
ASEAN Secretarigtindonesia, Jakarta.

Genesis:
Edablished in 1967 with the signing thfe ASEAN Declaration (Bangkok Declaratibg)its founding fathers.
Founding Fathers cASEAN ardndonesia, Malaysia, Philippine&singapore and Thailand.

Ten MembersBrunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaydignmar, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand,
and Vietnam.

Significance of ASEAN for India:

1. Against the backdrop of aggese moves by China, including the Ladakh standoff, India placed the
ASEAN at the centre bfy RA I Q& | @nd heddithétal coleldve an@responsive ASEAN is
essential for security and growth for all in the region.

2. ASEN is necessary fdine succes of the Security And Growth for All in the Region (SAGAR) Vision.

3. The region is significant faliversification and resiliencef supply chains for pos€Covid19 economic
recovery.

4. ItisLYRALF Qa ndK f I Mihagodt USDNB. Rollligrdtratldl NJi y' S NJ

Insta Curious:

India has progressed to be a Strategic partner to ASEAN in 201&&omral Dialogue Partnershiplif92
Readhere. (Know about the ifferent forms or partnerships that exists)
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InstaLinks: Mains Link:

Prelims Link: 9EIFIYAYS (KS &AA3dYyATFAOIYO
1. Geographical location of asean countries. economic, geestrategic and security imperatives?
2. Total popuation of asean countries.
3. Chairmanship of ASEAN. Link:
4. When and where Asean summits are held? https://epaper.thehndu.com/Home/MShareAitle
5. What are Fredrade agreements (FTAS) ?20rgld=G268LAKAH.1&imageview=0

8. Maldives wins UNGA election, India seeks close cooperation:
Context:

In a first for the Maldives, Foreign Minister Abdulla Shahid was elected the Presiddrg ofN General
Assemblyfor 2021-22.

Note: We have Caared this article irdepth previously on:
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2021/06/03/ungdead!/.

9. UN Security Council endorses Secretary General Guterres for second t
Context:

TheUnited Nations Security Coundias endorsedsecretaryGeneralAntonio Guterres for a second fiyear
term- from 1 January 2022 to december 2026.

About the UN Secretary General:
TheUN Chartedescribes the Sectary-General aschief administrative officer" of the Organizationyho
shall act in that capacity and perfortauch other funtions as are entrusted" to them ke Security Council,
General Assembly, Economic and Social Council and other United Natigians.
The Charter also empowers the Secret@gneral to bring to the attention of the Security Council any
matter which in heir opinion may threaten the maintenance of international peace and security.

Appointment:

The Security Council recommend®& Y RARF 1S F¥2NJ 6KS DSYySNIt ! aaSyot
all UN members get a voice in the seargt3 S y S Nlectiof, the fiveSpermanent members of the Security
Council hold the most influence. Any one of them can eliminate a nominee \aitheto.

Issues/challenges with the office of UN Secretary General:
5. ¢KS | b / KI NI SNJ R 2$%uaciionsiandpivegsioiNite SecretéFGegesal. (i K
6. Selection is not done entirely on merit and transparency.
7. Critics of the appointment processysi lacks transparency and falls prey to cronyism due to the

LISNXYF ySyi {SOdNRGe [/ 2 dofieik decrevdytiatibnNdver cadididates. L2 ¢ &

8. The secretangeneral often struggles to balance the interests of other large funders and powerful
member states as well.

Significance of the office:
3. PeacekeepingThe secretanA Sy SNI f Qa 2 hdeke€piig risdié Al &pfoints thiS
undersecretary in charge of that department.
4. Mediation:! & LJ NI 27F GKS a32 2 R paifiod, hesecietargbidral piacticasA o0 )
independence and impartiality to prevent and limit conflict.

Insta Curious:
Whilethe General Assembly or Security Council may initiate a peacekeeping migsoational control rests
with the Secretariat. Rekthis to understand nore about the responsibilities of the secreteggneral.

InstalLinks: 5. Election of UN Secretary Garal.
Prelims Link: 6. Functions and powers.
4. About UNSC.
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Mains link:Discuss the issues associated with the Link https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShaA
office of UN Secretary General. rticle?0rgld=GRG8LDPSV.1&imageview=0

10. Pak. passs Bill to let Jadhav appeal:
Context:
tF1AadryQa bl (A2 ytheflCl(Revie® ahd Rezondderation) Billa 20@rRvide the right of
appeal to deatkrow prisoner Kulbhushan Jadhav.
The Bill is aimed at allowing Jadhav to have consular access in linfvithternational Court of

Justice (ICJ)erdict.

What's the issue?

1. Jadhav, a 5¥earold retired Indian Navy officer, was sentenceddeath by a Pakistani military court
on charges of espionage and terrorism in April 2017.

2. India approached the ICJ against Pakistaidenial of consular access to Jadhav and challerigang
death sentence.

3. The Hagudased ICJhad ruledin July201Bih t I { A& GF Yy Ydzald dzy RSNIIF 1 S
NEO2YAARSNI GA2Yyé 2F (GKS O2y @A O0A 2 yardcofRtodn8ig/ G S
without further delay.

Key observabns made by the ICJ:
Islamabad has violatefirticle 36 ofVienna Convention of Consular Relat®nl 963 by not informing
LYRALF | 02dzi WedRily afie® Rakistad B hiad takan him into custody.
India had been deprived 0¥ NA A K (i G 2 wirRandvhdey dc€ebsiioSladhav, to visit him in
detention and to arrange for his legal répa Sy G | G A2y Q®

About ICJ:
ICJ wasgstablished in 1945 bthe United Nations charter and started working in April 1946.
It is the principal judicial organ of the United Natiosisilated at the Peace Palace in The Hague
(Netherlands).
Unlike the six pricipal organs of the United Nations, itti@ only one nd located in New York (USA).
It settles legal disputes betweena®ts and gives advisory opinions in accordance with international
law, on legal questions referred to it by authorized United Natiomggans and specialized agencies.

Structure:
The Couris composed of 15 judges, who are elected for terms of officera years by the United

Nations General Assembly and the Security Council. These organs vote simultaneously but separaté

In order to be elected, a candidate must receive an absoluteonitgtj of the votes in both bodies.

In order to ensure a measurd continuity, one third of the Court is elected every three years and
Judges are eligible forsaection.

ICJ is assisted by a Ry, its administrative organ. Its official languages Bnglish and French.

The 15 judges of the Court are distributedollowing regions:
Three from Africa.

Two from Latin America and Caribbean.

Three from Asia.

Five from Western Europe and otheates.

Two from Eastern Europe.

arwNPRE

Independence of judges:

Unlike other organs of international organizatiotige Court isnot composed of representatives of
governments.Members of the Court are independent judges whose first task, before taking updthtess, is
to make a solemn dedlation in open court that they will exercise their powers impartially and conscientiously,

Jurisdigion and Functioning:
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ICJ acts as a world court with two fold jurisdictionlegal disputes between States submitted it by
them (contentious casegndrequests for advisory opinions on legal questions referred to it by
United Nations @gans and specialized agencies (advisory proceedings).

Only States which are members of the United Nations and which have beconesparthe Statute of
the Court @ which have accepted its jurisdiction under certain conditions paréies to contentiais
cases.

The judgment is final, binding on the parties to a case and without app@althe most it may be
subject to interpretatioror, upon the discovery of a nefact, revision).

Insta Curious: 3. Doha accord between US amdliban.
Do you know what extraterritoriality isRead Here 4. What is Rome statute?
InstaLinks: Mains Link:
Prelims Link: Write a note on ICJ.
1. Differences between ICJ and ICC.
2. Geographical locations of these Linkhttps://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
organisations and overview of surrounding rticle?0rgld=GFR8LNF61.1&imageview=0
countries.

11. NATO Summit:
Context:
NATO Summitvas held recently in Brussels. It brought together the leaders of all 30 Allied nations.

Outcomes of the meet:
1. The heads of the NATO countries said they "remain firmly committ®&NDO's founding/Vashington
Treaty, including thatan attack against one Ally shall be considered an attack agaissall, as
enshrined in Article 5."
2. lItincluded language abouwfpdating Article 5 to include major cyberattackwhlm have become a
sigrificant and growing concern. .

About North Atlantic Treaty Organization:
It is an intergovernmental military alhiae.
Established by Washington treaty.
Treaty that was signed on 4 April 1949.
Headquarters Brussels, Belgium.
Headjuarters of Allied @mmand Operations Mons,
Belgium.

Composition:
Since its founding, the admission of new member states hasaeedathe alliance from the original 12
countries to 30. The most recent member state to be added to NATO was North Méaexho27
March 2020
b!'¢h YSYOSNERKALI Aa& 2Lsz G2 alyeé 20KSNJ 9dzNR LIS}
Treatyandi 2 O2Y GNRO6dziS G2 GKS aSOdaNARiGe 2F (GKS b2NI

Insta Curious:
Why do you think engagement with NATOmas§ 'y AYLE2 NIy G LI NI 2F LyRA|
Readhere

3. Who can become members of NATO?
InstaLinks: 4. Overview of the Washington Treaty.
5

Prelims Link: . Countries suiwunding the North Atlantic
1. NATQOgenesis and headaguters. Ocean.
2. What is NATO Allied Command 6. Latest NATO member.
Operations?
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Mains Link: Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MSharwk
Discuss the objectives and significance of NATO. rticle?0rgld=GDP8LVB9H.1&imageview=0

12. C22R YR ! ANAOdzZ GdzNB hNBFYATFGA2

Context:
The42ndsessnofi KS C22R | yvR | 3N O dzfConfereisewasheld recantlyl G A 2 y Qa
Forthe first time ever, the FAO Conference is held in virtual mode.

About the Conference:
1. The Conference takes place eydéwo years and is FAO's supreme governing body.
2. It determines the policies of the Organization, approves budget, and makes reconeamdations to
Members on food and agriculture issues.

FAO Strategic Framework 202031:
In this year's Conference, FA@mbers will adopt the Strategic Framework 202231.
The Framework aims to suppdlte 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development thgiuthe transformation
to MORE efficient, inclusive, resilient, and sustainalklgrifood systems for Better Production,der
Nutrition, a Better Environment, and a Better Life, leaving no one behind.
The "Four Betters" represent an organizing princfplehow FAO intends to contribute the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), particul&DG 1 (no poverty), SDG 2r@éunger), and
SDG 10 (reduced inequalities).

About FAO:

It isa specialized agency of the United Natiotiat leads international #orts to defeat hunger.
Headquarters: Rome, Italy.

Founded 16 October 1945.

Goal of FA: Their goal is to achievedd security for all and make sure that people have regular access to
enough highquality food to lead active, healthy lives.

Important reports and Programmes (Have a brief overview):

1. Global Report on Food Crises.

2. Every two pars, FAO publishelse Stateof the World's Forests.

3. FAO and the World Health Organization creatssl Codex Alimentarius Commission 1961 to
develop food standats, guidelines and texts.

4. In 1996,FAO organized the World Food Sumnithe Summit concluded with the signingtioé Rome
Declaration,which established the goal of halving the number of people who suffer from hunger by
the year 2015.

5. In 1997, FAO launché@leFood a campaign of concerts, sporting events and other activities
harness the power of media, celebrities andhcerned citizens to help fight hunger.

6. The FAO Goodwill Ambassadors Programwees initiated in 1999. The main purpose of the
programmeis to attract public and media attention to the unacceptable situatizat some 1 billion
people continue to suffer frorshronic hunger and malnutrition in a time of unprecedented plenty.

7. In 2004the Right to Food Guidelinesere adopted, offering guidaecto states on how to implement

their obligations on the right to food.

FAO createdhe International Plant Protection Qovention or IPPC in 1952.

9. FAO is depositary tfie International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture,
also callel Plant Treaty, Seed Treaty or ITPGR&#ered into force on 29 Juné)@4.

10. The Globally Important Agricultural Heritaggystems (GIAHS) Partnership Initiatiwas
conceptualized in 2002 during World Summit on Sustainable Development in Johannesburg, South
Africa.

o

Insta Curious:
1. Did you know that India released a commemaratcoin of Rs. 75 denomination to mark the 75th
Anniversary of the FAO (16th October 202B)¥ad Here
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2. Do yau recall the KISAN RAIL SERVICE of Rd@PHere

InstaLinks
Prelims Link: Mains Link:
1. About FAO, establishment and objectives. Write a note on théNorld Food Programme.

2. Important reports and Programmes.

13. 1 {91! b 5SFTFSYyO0S aAyAraiMmuwkhrQ aSSiAy
Context:

The 15thASEAN STSYy O0S aAyAaliSNBRQ aSSiAy3a 61 a KStR NBOSY
It is being hosted by Brunei as it ietchair of the ASEAN grouping this year.

About ADMM Plus:
Consistent with the ADMM guidingipciples of open and outward lookintipe 2nd ADMM in Singapore in
2007 adopted the Concept Paper to establish the ADNRUS.
TheADMM-Plus is a platform for SEAN and its eight Dialogue Partnéosstrengthen security and defence
cooperation for peace, ability, and development in the region
Eight Dialogue Partners are Australia, China, India, Japan, New Zealand, Republic of Korea, Russia
the USA (colledtely referredtoasi KS  dat f dzd. / 2dzy 4§ NA S & ¢
It aims to promote mutual trust and confidence betredefence establishments through gtea
dialogue and transparency.

Agreed five areas of practical cooperation under this mechanism: are
Maritime security counterterrorism, humanitarian assistance and disaster relief, peacekeeping
operations andnilitary medicine.

In 2013, a new prioritarea ofhumanitarian mine actionwas agreed.

Insta Curious:
Do you know about SASEAREad herdbriefly)

InstaLinks: 3. Members.
Prelims Link: 4. Obijectives.
1. What isADMM? 5. Areas of Cooperation under ADMIRlus.

2. What is ADMM plus?

14. India completes term as ChairlbD"s Governing Body:
Context:
India's term as chair dhe Governing Body ofhe International Labour Organisation (IL@hded recently
(October 2020June 2021).
Last year, India assumeldet chairmanship of the Governing Body of the International Labour
Organisation aftea gap of 35 years.

About the Governing Body:
It is the apex executive body of the ILO which decides policies, programmes, agenda, budget and elects the
DirectorGeneral It meets in Geneva.

About ILO:
Established aan agency for the League ofations following World War 1.
Established byhe Treaty of Versaillen 1919.
It becamethe first specialised agency of the United Nations (UN) in the year 1946.
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It gotthe Nabel Peace Prize in 1969. The ILO’s fundamental Conventions
It isthe only tripartite U.N.agency.lt brings

These cover subjects considered to be fundamental

together governments, employers and principles and rights at work:
workers.
HeadquartersGeneva, Switzerland. # Freedom of Association and Protcction of the Right to Organise Convention, 1948
# Right to Organise and Collective Bargaining Convention, 1949
Key reports: # Forced Labour Convention, 1930
1. World Employment and Social Outlook. #  Abolition of Forced Labour Convention, 1957
2. Global Wage Report. ® Minimum Age Convention, 1973
# Worst Forms of Child Labour Convention, 1999
Insta Curious: #® Equal Remuneration Convention, 1951

Dld yOUkn0W that Indla haS ratlfled SlX Out Of elght # Discrimination (Employment and Occupation) Convention, 1958
core/fundamental ILO conventions? Which are the
two Conventions that India has not ratifie&&ad here

InstaLinks: 3. Key reports by ILO.
Prelims Link: 4. 8 Fundamental Conventions.
1. About ILO. 5. About treaty of Versailles.

2. Governing Body.

A

15. bdzOf S NJ AaAGS AYIIBBA: IR2Y Qi 0SS &K

Context:
LN yQa tIFINIAFYSYG KFra aFAR GKFG AG oAt yS@seN KI
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAE&g a monitoring agreement with the agerftgs expired.

Backgrand:
IAEA and Tehran struck the thre®nth monitoring agreement in February to cushion the blow of Iran
reducing its cooperation with the agency. The agreement was extended by a month on May 24.

Implications/concerns:
The annougement could further caplicate talks between Iran and six major powers on reviving a
2015 nuclear deal
Three years ago, former U.S. President Dofalonp withdrew from tle pact and reimposed crippling
sanctions on Tehran; Iran reacted by violating restrictions.

About IAEA:
Setupasiil KS 62 NI RQa &drgasizeti@n irF1®39withis thedBiged Nations family.
Reports to boththe United Natons General Assembly @nSecurity Council.
Headquartersin Vienna, Austria.

Functions:
Works with its Member States and multiplerpgers worldwide to promote the safe, secure and
peaceful use of nuclear technologies.
Seeks to promote the peaceful usEnuclear energy, antb inhibit its use for any military purpose,
including nuclear weapons.

Programs:
1. Program of Action for Caac Therapy (PACT).
2. Human Health Program.
3. Water Availability Enhancement Project.
4. International Project on Innovativeudlear Reactors and Fuel Cycles, 2000.

2015 Nuclear Deal:
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1. In 2015, Iran with the P5+1 group of world powetlse USA, UK, Francejia, Russia, and Germany
agreed on a longerm deal on its nuclear programme.

2. Thedeal was named as Joint ComprehengNan of Action (JCPOA) and in common parlance as Iran
Nuclear Deal.

3. Under the deal, Iran agreed to curb its nuclear activity in refor the lifting of sanctions and access to
global trade.

4. The agreement alloweddn to accumulate small amounts of mram for research but it banned the
enrichment of uranium, which is used to make reactor fuel and nuclear weapons.

5. Iran was also reqted to redesign a heawyater reactor being built, whose spent fuel could contain
plutonium suitable for a bomb and tolalv international inspections.

Insta Curious:
Did you know that the global Nuclear Ne@noliferation Treaty (NPT) and other treat@gainst the spread of
nuclear weapons entrust the IAEA as the nuclear inspectoiRée® more about IAEA Safeguahndse.

Do you remember the 123 Agreement and Hyd&?A&Read HeréBriefly)

Instal inks: 5. What is Uranium Enrichment?
Prelims Link:
1. What is IAEA? Relation with the UN. Mains Link:
2. Members of IAEA. Discuss the need fdringing back the Iran nuclear
3. Programs of IAEA deal.
4. Board of Governoromposition, voting

and functions.

Link:https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehindu.com/news/ird@rnational/nucleassite-imageswont-be-
sharedwith-iaeairan/article35006165.ece/amp/
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GENERAL STUDZBS

Topics: Indian Economy and issues relating to planning, mobilization of resources, growth,
development and employment.

1. What is the IPO Grey MatiR

Context:

Paytm's stock has risergfry MMIpnn G2 HMInnn AY F2dz2NJ RF&a Ay
This is in response to Paytm's annoament that it will bring annitial public offer (IPOworth USD 3
billion later this year.

What is an IPO grey market?
Generally, when companies wish to raise funds to fuel their growth, they sell a part of their stock on the stoc
market. Tlis process is callegh initial public ofering, or IPO.
But, an IPO grey marketas unofficial marketwhere IPO shares or applicatis are bought and sold
before they become available for trading on the stock market.
It is also termedh parallel marke or an overthe-counter market.

Is itlegal? How is it governed?

{ Ay Odhofficidl, davitably, there are no regulations thadgern it. TheSecurities and Exchange Board of
India (SEB)Jstock exchanges, drbrokers have no part to play in it. Thesansactions are undertaken in cash
on a oneon-one basis.

What is the Kostak rate?
It relates to an IPO application. $lee rate at which an investor buys an IPO application before trstitig is
termed the Kostak rate.

Why do investors trade in the Grey Market?
1. LGQ&a Iy SEOSffSyld 2L NIdzyA e Fvarideforetied ardiligedh
especialyp ¥ G KSe& FSSf (KIFId GKS O2YLIyeQa aiz201 oA
2. If an investor hasnissed the deadline for the IPO applicatiar wishes to by more shares then they
can approach the IPO grey market.

What is in it fa the companies?
For companies, the grey market is a great way to know how the demand for their shares is and how
coYLJ yeQa akKlkNBa YAIKG LISNF2NY 2y0S AG Aa fAa
ApartfromG KI 6 Fy Lth 3INBE& YIN]JSG O02dz R olferfam SR
once it is listed.

Concerns:
¢KS Lth 3INBe@& YINLSG A& Fy dzy2FTFA OAhus thaféakbn& G G K I
guarantees. All transactions are untiken on the basis of trust and carry counterparty risk.
Therefore i K SsNite@:gal recourseavailable to parties if the stock taks.

Insta Curious:

Some more terminologies:
1. Do you knowvhat is Black Market isRead Here
2. Do you know what Spot Market i§ad Here

InstaLinks: 4. About Sebi.

Prelims Link:
1. Whatis an IPO? Mains Link:
2. What are listed companies? Discuss the Concerns associated with grey markets
3. What are primary and secondary markets? in India.
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Topics: Inclusive growth and is sues arising from it.

1. National Asset Reconstruction Company Ltd. (NARCL):
Context:
Lenders have decided to initially transfer22 fag@  y | OO2dzyGa 27 y dNatomaln O NP
Asset Reconstruction Company Ltd (NAR@Iding the cleanup ofhieir balance sheets.
The aggregate amount of bad loans likely to be transferreliBty OKSa At f 0S5 H

What is NARCL?
Seting up of NARClhe proposed bad bank for taking over stressed assets of lendeas
announced in the Budget for 202R.
¢CKS LIy A& G2 ONBFGS F o0FR 0l y] astauctkexidadwll o I
containan asset reconstruction company RC)and an asset management company (AMG)
manage and recover dud assets.
The newentity is being created in collaboration with iopublic and private sector banks.

How is NARCL different from existing ARCs? How can it operate differently?
1. The promsed bad bank will have a public sector characseémce the idea is mooted by the
government and majority ownership is likely to resithvstate-owned banks.
2. At present, ARCs typically seek a steep discount on lodnth the proposed bad bank being sqt,u
the valuation issue is unlikely to come up since this is a government initiative.
3. The governmenbacked ARC will have deep pockistbuy out big accounts and thus free up banks
from carrying these accounts on their books.

What is an Asset Reconstrtion Company (ARC)?
It is a specialized financial institution that buys the NRerforming Assets (NPAs) from banks and financial
institutions so that they can clean up their balance sheets. This helps banks to concentrate on normal banki
activities.

The asset reconstruain companies or ARCs asgistered under the RBI.

Legal Basis:
TheSecuritization and Reconstruction of Financial Asseatsl &nforcement of Seurity Interest (SARFAESI)
Act, 2002provides the legal basis for the setting up of ARCs in India.

Capital Needgor ARCs:
As per amendment made in the SARFAESI Act in 2048RC should have a minimum net owned
fund of Rs. 2 crore The RBI raised thamount to Rs. 100 crores in 2017.
The ARCs also have to maintain a capital adequacy ratio of 15% of itsigbled@ssets.

Need for:

The total stress in the banking system would be in excess of Rs 15 lakh crore. The baskesdowith stressed
assets and limited capital will find it difficult to manage the NPAs. There is also limited capital that the
government can provide. This is where the bad bank model would step in and help both the government and
banks.

Insta Curious:
Do Cooperative Bank®me under banking Definition &anking Regulation (BR) Act, 19497 Does
SARFAESI Act apply todperative Bankas well?Readhere.

InstaLinks:
Prelims Link: Mains Link:
1. What are ARCs? Discuss the roles and functions of ARCs.
2. What is SARFAESI Act?
3. Sudarshan Sen committee is related to? Linkhttps://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
4, About NARCL. rticle?0rgld=G268LAK8R.1&imageview=0
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2. How Smalind Medium @mpanies will benefit from higher thresholds?

Context:
TheCorporate Affairs Ministryhas expanded the turnover anaiyowing thresholds foEmall and Medium
sized Companies (SMC).

What is the change?
The Corporate Affairs Ministry haxreased the tirnover threshold for SMC® Rs 250 crore from Rs
50 crore, andhe borrowing thresholdto Rs 50 crore from Rs 10 ceor
SMCs are permitted to avail a number of exemptions uriderCompany (Accounting Standards)
Rules 20210 reduce the comlexity of regulatory filings for smaller firms.
Exceptions:
1. Banks, monetary establishments, insurance coverage firms and list8sdfa Ol y Qi

S ¢

0
2.1ye TFTANY 6KAOK Aad 020K (GKS K2fRAY3I FTARNVYIQVR OBz

labelled as an SMC.

Significance of the move:
The move would promote ease of doing business for the firms that wouwldb®oincluded under the definition
of SMC.

What are the exemptions available to SMCs that are not available to other fiPrms

1. SMC are ampletelyexempted from having to file cash flow statements and provide a segmental
break up of their financial performace in mandatory filings.

2. They can also avaihrtial reporting exemptionsn areas including reporting on employee bengfit
obligationssuch as pensions.

3. They areexempted from having to provide a detailed analysis of benefit obligations to employees,
bdzi ' NB aGAff NBldZANBR (2 LINRPGARS | Oldzr NRFE |
employees.

4. SMCs are also allowed poovide an estimated value in use of assets carried on their balance sheets,
and arenot required to use present valeitechniques to arrive at the value in use of assets.

5. They are alsexempted from having to reportiluted earnings per share in theirifigs.

Share of MSMEs in India:
Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSMESs) have always played a vital roléndidimeeconomy.
Not only do the 6.3 crore MSMESs in India contribute-timed to the GDP of the country but also
provide employment to lage sections of society.
Moreover, the sector is a critical source of livelihood and provides nearly 110 millian jobs

Insta Curious:
Do you know that MSMEs are now referred to as Udyam and the registration process as Udyam Registratio
Do you know théasic criteria for MSME classification ? Rbeark.

InstaLinks: 5. SDGs on MSHEk.
Prelims Link:
1. {KINB 2F a{a9 aSOi0l2N) MainsLinkRAI Qa D5t I YR
exports. 2 KFG Aa O0KS LROSYGALFE 2
2. The basic criteria for MSME classification. Discuss the dllenges and concerns associated
3. Classitiation of MSMEs. with the growth of MSME sector in India.

4. What is V¥ shaped recovery?

Topics: Issues related to direct and indirect farm subsidies and minimum support prices;
Public Distribution System- objectives, functioning, limitations, revamping; issuesof buffer
stocks and food security; Technology missions; economics of animal-rearing.

1. Centre anonunces hike in MSP for paddy, pulses, oilseeds:
Context:
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The Central government has hikggk minimum swport price (MSPJjor common paddy, pulses, oilseeds and
coarse cereals.
The decision wataken bythe Cabinet Committee on Economic Affaimscently.

What is MSP?
The MSP is the rate at which the government purchases crops from farmers,asgdon a calculation dat
least oneand-a-half times the cost of production incurred by the ffaers.
The Union Budget for 20289 had announced that MSP would be kept at levels of 1.5 the cost of
production.
The MSP is fixed twice a year on the recommendat ofthe Commission for Agricultural Costnd
Prices (CACRWhich is a statutory body and submits separate reports recommending prices for kharif
and rabi seasons.

Which production costs are taken inxing the MSPs?
TheCACP2YyaARSNE 020K W' WbC[Q YR W HQ 02aida oKAES
1. A2costs cover all paidut expenses, both in cash and kind, incurred by farmers on seeds, fertilisers,
chemicals, hired labour, fuel and irrigation, among others.
2. A24FLcovers actual gid-out costs plus an imputed value of unpaid family labour.
3. TheC2cost account for the rentals and interest forgone on owned land and fixed capital assets
respectively, on top of A2+FL.

The limitations of MSP:
1. The major problem wit the MSP is lack of government machinery for procurement for all crops excef
wheat and rice, which the Food Corporation of India actively procures under the PDS.
2. As state governments procure the last mile grain, the farmers of states where the goaitised
completely by the government benefit more while those in states that protessare often affected.

3. The MShhased procurement system is also dependent on middlemen, commission agents and APM[C

officials, which smaller farmers find difficult tetgaccess to.

InstaCurious:
Concept related to Agriculture & Agroforestfyo you knowwhat Silvopasture isRead Here
4. Who announces MSP?

InstalLinks: 5. Difference between Kharé#nd Rabi crops.
Prelims Link:
1. Composition of CCEA. Linkhttps://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
2. What is CACP? rticle?@gld=G9J8LGOCB.1&imageview=0

3. Howmany crops are covered under the
MSP scheme?

2. What is the Beed model of crop insurance Maharashtra isipgi$or?
Context:

Maharashtra government has asked for statgle implementation ofi KS W. S $Rhe ¥r@pRSurafice
schemePradhan Mantri Fasal Bhima Yogna (PMEBY)

What is the 'Beed Model'?
The issue:
Beed is a district located in the droughtone Marathwada region.
The district presents a challenge for any insurance company because farmers here have tepesited
crops either to failure of rains or to heavy rains.
Given the high payouts, insuraamcompanies have sustained losses.

The solution:
To attract the insurance companies, the state Agriculture Department decided to tweak the PMFBY guidelin
for the district.
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Under the new guidelines, the insurance company provided a cover of 110%mthium collected, with
caveats.
1. If the compensation exceeded the cover providetie state government would pay the bridge
amount.
2. If the compensation was lesthan the premium collectedthe insurance company would keep 20% of
the amount as handlingharges andeimburse the rest to the state government.

Effects on the state government:
In a normal season where farmers report minimal losses, the state gt is expected to get back
money that can form a corpus to fund the scheme for the follmnear.
However, the state government would have to bear the financial liability in case of losses due to
extreme weather events.

Why is the government pushinfpr it for the entire state?

Another source of fundstn the Beed model, the profit of theompany is expected to reduce and the state
government would access another source of funds.

Reduced burden for statefhe reimbursed amount can lead to lower pigioning by the state for the
following year, or help in financing the paying the bridge aman case of a year of crop loss.

About PMFBY:
Launched in 2016, the flagship PMR@res farm losses against inclement weather events.
Farmers pay 1-2%o0f the premium with the rest borne by the state and central governments.
It isa central sckme implemented by state agriculture departments as per central guidelines.

PMFBY to PMFBY 2.0:

Completely Voluntaryit has been decided tmake enrolment 100%oluntary for all farmers from 2020

Kharif.

Limit to Central SubsidyThe Cabinethasde@&dR G2 O LJ G KS / Sy NBQa LINBYA
for premium rates up to 30% for unirrigated areas/crops and 25% for irrigated areps/c

More Flexiblity to States:The government has given the flexibility to states/UTs to implement PMFBY and
given them the option to select any number of additional risk covers/features like prevented sowing, localise
calamity, midseason adversitygnd postharvest I@ses.

Penalising the Pendencyn the revamped PMFBY, a provision has been incorporatedSvkey A ¥ & 0 |
release their share before March 31 for the Kharif season and September 30 for rabi, they would not be
allowed to participag in the scheme isubsequent seasons.

Investing in ICE Activitie$nsurance companies have to now spend 0dB%be total premium collected on
information, education and communication (IEC) activities.

Insta Curious:
Do you know about Weather basedop Insurance Scheen(WBCIS)Read here,

InstalLinks: Mains Link:
Prelims Link: Discuss the significance of PMFBY 2.0.
1. Key features of MFBY.
2. Benefits. Linkhttps://indianexpress.com/article/explained/w
3. Eligibility. hat-isthe-beedmodelof-crop-insurance
4. PMFBY 2.0. maharashtrais-pushingfor-7353522/lite/.

3.WhyS blGA2Y hyS wkdGAazy /FNRQ &OK
Context:
The Suprera Court has asked the West Bengal government to implerien©One Nation One Ration Card
schemed A YYSRA I (i St & darie§, 2spdcidlly migrantSwhrkets AtcCavail of subsidised
commodities from anywhere in the country.

Apart from West Bengal, Assa@hhattisgarh and Delhi are the other states yet to implement it.
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Background:
The court is hearing suo motu(regisi SNBER 2y Alda 26y Y20GA2y0 mdigs6f LIS
YAINI Yyl 62N)] SNEE¢ O

About the scheme:

One Nation One Ration Ca(@&RC)will ensure all beneficiaries, especially migrants can adeBsacross he
nation from any PDS shop of their own choice.

Benefits no poor person is deprived of getting subsidised foodgrains under the fandisescheme when
they shift from one place to another. It also removes the chance of anyone holding more than ioneceat]
to avail benefits from different states.

Signifcance:This will provide freedom to the beneficiaries as they will not be tiiedny one PDS shop and
reduce their dependence on shop owners and curtail instances of corruption.

Standard formatof?2 yS y I A2y 2yS NI GA2y OF NRQY
1. For national portabilitythe state governments have been asked to issue the ration cardlimgoial
format, wherein besides the local language, the other language could be Hindi or English.
2. The states have also beenddb have a 1@ligit standard ration card number, whereiinst two digits
will be state code and the next two digits will be runningoatcard numbers.
3. Besides this, a set of another two digits will be appended with a ration card number to create uniqu
member IDs for each member of the household in a ratiard.

Insta Curious:
Do you know about the National Common Mobility Card2d Here

Instalinks: Mains Link:

Prelims Link: Discuss the significance of One Nation One Ration
1. Whatis PDS? Card scheme.
2. What is NFSA? Eligibility? Benefits?
3. How ae fair price shops established? Linkhttps://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
4. Key features of One Nation One Ration rticle?0rgld=GFR8LNF54.1&imview=0

Card RCscheme.

Topics: Effects of liberalization on the economy, changes in industrial policy and their effects
on industrial growth.

1. Research Design & Standards Organization (RDSO):

Context:

LY RALI Y Rebekrthdkstyd&Standards Organization (RMa®Yyecently becomé KS Yy I G A2y Q
institution to be declared as Standard Developing Organization (SD@)er the missioncalled hy'S b I { )
hy S { ( loyButedi®fIndian Standards.

Benefitsof this recognition:

1. [ F NBSNJ LI NOHAOALI GA2Y 2F AYRAdAGNBEKOSYR2NEKGSO
chain.
The competitiveness amongst the industry will increase.
There will be a reduction irost and quantum improvement in thguality of product and services.
There will be smooth induction of latest evolving & emerging technologies on Indian Railways.
58LISYRSYOS 2y A YL NIEL yoiMite NBWRdEO & Sy B doazl 21530 ¢
Improved easef-doing-business.
RDSO will be recoged on international standardsnaking bodies and there will be integration with
global supply chain/global trade.

Nooohkwpn

1 62dzli GKS Ghy$S bliaAzy hyS {dFyRIFENREY
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The mission was envisioned on the linélb2 y'S  y I G A 2 ¥ NRRAY AnOKiE ioBsyfe O
qudity products in the country.

The purpose o converge multiple standards with th&1Swhich is a recognised national body for
standardisation in India.

The idea iso develop one tenplate of standard for one givennpductinstead of having multiple
agencies set it.

Need for:

The strength and character of a nation is often exemplified by the standards it sets for the quality of its

products and services.

Bringing a national unifonity and standardization in allrks of pulic procurement and tendering can
be an immediate deliverable.

The uniform national standards will help in making it mandatory for more products.

Insta Curious:
Do you know about the One Nation One RationdGystem?

InstalLinks:

Prelims Link: Mains Link:
1. About BIS. Discussi KS ySSR T2NJ WhyS bl
2. Functions. Mission.

3. Overview of BIS Act 2016.

2. Corporatization of ordnance factory doal:

Context:
The Union Cabinet has approved a plan to corporatizeOrdnance Factory Board (OFB)

Ordnance Factory Boar(DFB):

It is an umbrella body for the ordnance fages and related institutions, and ésirrentlya subordinate office

of the Ministry of Defence (MoD).

Thefirst Indian ordnance factoryvasset up in the year 1712 by the Dutch Compaamy a GunPowder Etory,

West Bengal.
OFBs will be responsible foifférent verticals of the products shas the Ammunition and Explosives
group will be engaged in production of ammunition while a Vehicles group will engage in production
defence mobility and combat técles.

What Will Change?

According to the plarthe 41 companies will reportedly beayped under the new entities that will function

like any other existing defence public sector undertaking (DPSU) like Hindustan Aeronautics Ltd (HAL) or B
Electonics Limited (BEL).

What Necessitated The Restructuring?
As perComptroller and Auditor General (CA@port on the ordnance factories:
1. Producton in factories contined to fall short of targets and that the various ordnance fae®dould
achieve targets for only 49 per cent of items in 2487
2.0 AAAYATFAOLIY(d ljdaydAade 2F I N¥eQa RSYIFYR F2NJ
of 31 March 2018 whichhay adversely affect their operational preparedness.
Thus, inefitiencies in production and delays can be deemed to be a primary reason behind the overhaul of
OFB.

Significance of new structure:
1. The restructuring is aimed at traforming the ordnancesictories intoproductive and profitable
assetsdeepen their speailisation in product rangesnhance competitiveness and improve quality
and costefficiency.
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2. The restructure wouldhelp in overcoming various shortcomings the exising system of the OFB by
eliminating inefficient supply chains and provide these comgmmcentive to become competitive
and explore new opportunities in the market.

3. It will allow these companies autonomy as well as help improve accountgbdnd efficiency.

Concerns/Shortcomings of corporatization:
1. Corporatisation would eventually lead privatisation.
2. The new corporate entities would not be able to survive the uniqgue market environment of defence
products that has very unstable demaadd supplydynamics.
3. Restructuring will result in greater autonomy and lesser government conteslthe corporation but
there is a fear of job loss.

Insta Curious:
Do you know the difference between Corporatization and Privatizatiterd Here

3./ /L LINRO6SA DadiidebsPradiceN] Wdzy T A ND

Context:
TheCompetition Commissiomas ordered a detailed probe against Google for alleaygdcompetitive
practicesin the smart television operating systems market in the country.

What'sthe issue?
CCI found that Google was dominant in the relevant market for licensable smart TV device operating syster
India. It also said that prima faamandatory pre-installation of all the Google applicationgnder Television
App Distribution Agreenent (TADApmMounts to imposition of unfair conditions on the smart TV device
manufacturers. This is in contravention®éction 4(2)(apf the Competition Act.

Secton 4 of the Act pertains to abuse of dominant position.

About Competition Commission Qfdia:

The Competition Commission of India (CCI) was established tird€ompetition Act, 200%or the
administration, implementation and enfoement of the Act, and was duly constituted in March 2009.
Chairman and members are appointed by the central government.

Functions of the commission:

1. Itis the duy of the Commission to eliminate practices having adverse effects on competition, promot
and sustain competition, protect the interests of consumers and ensure freedom of trade in the
markets of India.

2. The Commission is also required to give opinion@npetition issues on a reference received from a
statutory authority established under gifaw and to undertake competition advocacy, create public
awareness and impart training on competition issues.

The Competition Act:

TheMonopolies and Restrictiv8rade Practices Act, 1969 (MRTP Ae#)s repealed and replaced bye

Competition Act, 202, on the recommendations of the Raghaveommittee.
The Competition Act, 2002, as amended by the Competition (Amendment) Act, 2007, prohibits anti
competitive agrements, abuse of dominant position by enterprises and regulates combinations
(acquisitionacquiring of control and M&A), which causes or likely to cause an appreciable adverse
effect on competition within India.

Insta Curious:
Do you know what Tied Siely is?Read Here
2. Highlights of the Competition Act and

InstaLinks: amendments to it.
Prelims Link: 3. About NCLT and its jurisdiction.
1. About CCI.
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Mains Link:Discuss the roles arfdnctions of CCI.

Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticl€rgld=GNS8MTUO6.1&imageview=0

Topics: Infrastructure: Energy, Ports, Roads, Airports, Railways etc.

1. ChennaiKanyakumari Industrial Corridor (CKIC):
Context:
The Asian Devefmment Bank (ADB) and the Government of India have signed a $484 million loan to improve
transport connectivity and facilitate industrial developmenttie ChennaiKaryakumari Industrial Corridor
(CKIC) in the state of Tamil Nadu.
CKIC ipart of L Y R Edst@a&ast Economic Corridor (EG®Eich stretches from West Bengal Tamil
Nadu.

What is an industrial corridor?
An industrial corridois basically aarridor consisting of mukimodal transport services that would pass
through the states as main arteries.
Industrial corridors offer effective integration betweerdimstry and infrastructure, leading to overall
economic and social develont.

) ) ) Presence of Industrial & Transport infrastructure
Industrial corridors constitute worldclass

infrastructure, such as:
1. Highspeed transportation network rail

Delhi -~ Mumbai
Industrial Corridor Amritsar - Kolkata

and I‘0ad Industral Corridor € International Airports
2. Ports with stateof-the-art cargo handling & Major Ports
equipment. ¢ = Dedicated Fright

3. Modern airports.

4. Special economic regions/industrial
areas.

5. Logistic parkéranshipment hibs.

6. Knowledge parks focused on catering to E—
industrial needs. Eaaromc Conda |

7. Complementary infrastructure such as
townships/real estate.

(™ National Investment &
"~ Manufacturing Zones

= Proposed Industrial
Corridors

Influence region of

proposed industrial
corridors in India

Chennai
Bengaluru £
Industrial Corridor [ Soptember 2015

Significance of Industrial corridors:

Enharced connectivity of industrial hubs with hinterland and ports will particularly helpass the
participation of Indian manufacturing in global production networks and global value chains, thereby creating
jobs along the corridor.

Following eleverindustrial corridor projects have been identified and approved for development by the
Governnent of India:
1. Delhi Mumbai Industrial Corridor (DMIC)
Chennai Bengaluru Industrial Corridor (CBIC)
Extension of CBIC to Kochi via Coimbatore
Amritsar Kolkatandudrial Corridor (AKIC)
Hyderabad Nagpur Industrial Corridor (HNIC)
Hyderabad Warangal diustrial Corridor (HWIC)
Hyderabad Bengaluru Industrial Corridor (HBIC)
Bengaluru Mumbai Industrial Corridor (BMIC)
9. East Coast Economic Corridor (ECEC) vwatig\ennai Industrial Corridor (VCIC) as Pkhse
10. Odisha Economic Corridor (OEC)
11. Delhi NagpuIndustrial Corridor (DNIC)
The development of these eleven industrial corridor projects will be implemented thrihegNational
Industrial Corridor Developmetand Implementation Trust (NICDIT).

ONOOEWN
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Insta Curious:
Do you know about National Investment\anufacturing Zones (NIMZdRead here

InstaLinks:

Prelims Link: Mains Link:
1. Greenfield vs Brownfield projects. Discuss the need fand significance of Industrial
2. What are Industrial Corridors? corridors.
3. Features.

2. Inland Vessels Bill:
Context:
The Union Cabinet has given thed tothe Inland Vessels Bill, 202thich will replacehe Inland Vessels Act,
1917.
The Bill will regulate safety, security and registratdmland vessels.

Key features of the Bill:

1. It provides fora unified law for the entire countryjnsteadof separate rules framed by the States.

2. The certificate ofregistration granted under the proposed law will be deemed to be valid in all States
and Union Territories, and there will be no need to seek separate permissions from the States.

3. The Bill provids fora central databasdor recording the details of veskeessel registration, crew on
an electronic portal.

4. Itrequires all mechanically mpelled vessels to be mandatorily registeredll nonmechanically
propelled vessels will also have to be died at district, taluk or panchayat or village level.

Inland Water Transport (IWT) in India:
1. India has about 14,500 km of navigable waterwaéch comprise of rivers, canals, backwaters,
creeks, etc.
2. IWT is a fueéfficient and environmenfriendly node.
3. As perthe National Waterways Act 201,611 wderways have been declared as National Waterways
(NWs).
4. Thelnland Waterways Authority of India (IWAI} imdementingthe Jal Marg Vikas Project (JMV&Y)

Fy SadAYlFIGiSR O02aid 27 poc dgdmy O NENE BaldiFvarhidasD I LJI|

stretch of Ganga (part of N\)) with the technical and financial assistance of the World Bank.

Insta Curious:
Do you know what International Watenys are’Read Here

InstalLinks: Mains Link:
Prelims Link: Discusghe significance of National Waterways.
1. Important waterways.
2. Their locations. Linkhttps://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
3. About IMVP. rticle?0rgld=GCL8M5MIC.1&imageview=0
4. About IWAL.

Topics: Science and Technology developments and their applications and effects in
everyday life Achievements of Indians in science & technology; indigenization of technology
and developing new technology.

1. Chinese 'Artificial Sun' Experimental Fusion ReactsiN&st World
Record:

Context

www.insightsonindia.com 106 InsightslAS



http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://pib.gov.in/Pressreleaseshare.aspx?PRID=1594920.
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/09/15/insights-editorial-new-highways/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2018/02/03/insights-daily-current-affairs-03-february-2018/jal-marg-vikas-project/
https://www.encyclopedia.com/law/encyclopedias-almanacs-transcripts-and-maps/international-waterways
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GCL8M5MIC.1&imageview=0
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GCL8M5MIC.1&imageview=0

China'sxperinental Advanced Superconducting Tokamak (EA&IEp known a#Artificial Sun' experiment,
has seta new record in tle latest experimentwhere t achieved a plasma temperature of 216 million
Fahrenheit (120 million C) for 101 seconds.

Why is this signittant?

It is believed thathe temperature at the coe of the Suris 15 million Cwhich also means that the

temperature produced by (EASThearly seven timeshat of the Sun.
LG A& | AA3IYAFAOFLYG adGSLI Ay (GKS O2dzy i NBaste | dz
products.

What is EST?
The mission mimiddhe energy generation process of the sun.
The reactor consists @in advanceduclear fusionexperimental research deviclcated in Hefei,
China.
It isone of three major domestic tokamakthat are presently being operated across the country.
The EAST projectpart ofthe International Thermonuclear Experimental Reactor (ITEdg]lity,
which will becomaghe worldQa f I NAS&adG ydz0ft SI NJ FdzaA2y NBIF OG2)

0p
ax
.

NI

The ITER projedhcludes the contributins of several countries, including India, South Korea, Japan, Russia and

the United States.

| 26 R2Sa AIKIS JdzyND AFIA{OC 62 NJ K

It replicates the nuclear fusion processrried out by the sun and stars.
For nuclear fusion to occur, tremendohlsat and pressure are applied on hydrogen atorss that
they fuse together.
The nuclei of deuterium and tritiunt both found in hydrogent are madce to fuse together to
create a helium nucleusa neutron along with a whole lot of energy.
Here, fuel is heatetb temperatures of over 150 million degrees C so th&irms a hot plasma
Gazdzlld 2F &dzol G2YAO LI NIAOf Sao
With the help ofa strong magnetidield, the plasma is kept away from the walls of the reactor to

ensure it does not cool down and lose its potential to generate large amounts of energy. The plasmd i

confined for long durations for fusion to take place.

Why is fusion better tharnfission?
While fission is an easier process to carry dugenerates far more nalearwaste.
Once masteredhuclear fusion could potentially provide unlimited clean energy and very lowtsos

Like fissionfusion also does not emit greenhouse gasasd is considered a safer process with lower risk of
accidents.

Which other counties have achieved this feat?

China is not the only country that has achieved high plasma temperatures. In2@€z4 K Y2 NS Q&
reactor set a new record by maintaining a plasma temperature of over 100 million degrees Cealg@Qs fo
seconds.

Insta @rious:
Know about India's Role In World's Largest Nuclear Fusion Project Construction In France:

InstaLinks:

Prelims Link
1. What is a Tokamak? Mains Link:
2. Whatis China's EAST? Describe the significance of artificial sun being
3. Nuclear fusion vs Fission developed by China.
4. Byproducts of fusion and fission.
5. Abou sun's core. Linkhttps://indianexpress.com/article/explained/e
6. Whatis ITER? xplainedwhat-is-chinasartificiaksunexpermentak
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fusionreactor-that-hasset-a-new-record
7341397/lite/.

2. Rare earth metals at the heart of Chid8 rivalry

Context:Recem measures of America and other countries to reduce import dependency on China for rare
earth minerals

Background
What arerare earth minerals?
1 The rare earths minerals (REM) arset of seventeen metallic elementsThese include the
fifteen lanthanideson the periodic table in addition to scandium and yttriurthat show
similar physical and chemical properties to the lantites.
1 The REMs have ugue catalytic, metallurgical, nuclear, electrical, magnetic and luminescent
propertiesp 2 KAt S yI KR WNISNS TNBNIAY FFOG y2a (KU
Ay GKS 91 NIKQa ONMzad @

Strategic importance of REM

1 Its usageange from daily usde.g., lighter flints, glass polishing mediums, car alternators) to
high-end technology(lasers, magnets, battees, fibreoptic telecommunication cables).

1 Evenfuturistic technologies need these REMEor example highiemperature
supeaconductivity, safe ®rage and transport of hydrogen for a pekydrocarbon economy,
environmental global warming and energy eféiocy issues).

1 Due to theirunique magnetic, luminescent, and electrochemical properties, they help in
technologies performwith reduced weight,reduced emissions, and energy consumption
therefore give them greater efficiency, performance, miniaturizatispeed, durability, and
thermal stability

Rare Earth Elements - Applications

Figure:Rare Earth Minerals (REM)

Ceramics

Heavy dependence on China for REM Other La, Ce. Pr. Nd, ¥ Magnets
1 In2019, US imported 80% OF BB | e iir mestasea D00t/ heen N PrT.0n
earth minerals from China L P -y o0 .
9 European Union (EU) gets 98% of its  -Fesies Lo - Micuphones ad Soeakens
supply from China
1 Indiahas theworld's fifth-largest Catalysts Metal Alloys
reserves ofare earth elementsnearly = ta, Ce, (%, Nd) La/Ge, Pr, Na. Y
twice as much as Australia, but beoroap ot ont] g
T i + Dressel R 2
it imports most of itsrare earth needs - ‘-M senb oenll ohosohons m - -
in finished form from & geopolitical - Cramical Processing PolBhing | £u.v T Nd Er o\ Suber Aloys
rival, China -Fuorscan Lgns g oo
Such high dependence on Chindght result in e it
creating geopolitical issues for imgimg otk N

countries if China excludes others from
accessing these crucial resources.

Some of the actions takenybcountries to tackle this situation
1 US senate passed a law recently aimed at improving American competitiveness that includes provis
to improwe critical minerals supply chain.
9 US also aims to boost production and processing of rare earths and litahother key mineral

componentwhiled 82 N] Ay3 gAGK ffASa (2 AyONBlIasS adzdal

O2YLISGAG2NAE

What India neeals to do?
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India has granted government corporations such as Indian Rare Earths Limited (IREL) a monothay over

primary mineral thatcontainsR9 4 @ | 2 6 SHSNE Lw9[ | OO02dzyia F2NJ 2yfle

production: only2265tonnesof REOsi 201617, providing almost no value to domestic manufacturers and
consumers, who continued to import finish&kEE derivatives from China.

Refoms required:

1 India must open its rare earth sector up to competition and innovation, and attract the largerdasnou
of capital needed to set up facilities to compete with, and supply to, the world.

1 The best move forward ight be to create a new DepartmertdrfRare Earths (DRE) under the Ministry
of Petroleum & Natural Gas, drawing on its exploration, exploitatiefining, and regulation
capabilities.

1 This DRE should oversee policy formulation and focus on attractiegtingnt and promoting R&D,
with itsfirst move being to allow private sector companies to process beach sand minerals within
appropriate environmetal safeguards.

9 It should also create an autonomous regulator, the Rare Earths Regulatory Authority (RR&, to
resolve disputes betweecompanies in this space and check compliance.

InstaCurious
Do you know, protein found in bacteria could exttarare-earth metals more efficiently and with less waste?
Read Here

Insta links
Prelims links
1. Whatis REM?
2. Countries with highegproduction of REM
3. Places where REM is found in India
4. Advantages of REM
Mains links
What is a rare earth mineral? Why is it necessary for Indi&révegjically develop capabilities to increase its
production in India? Suggest what reforms India should uiadte to achieve this goal

3. India set to launch deep sea mission:

Context:
The Union Cabinet has approved the long pending Deep Ocean Mission.

About the Mission:

The mission proposes to explore the deep ocean similar to the space exploration star&f®yabout 35

years ago.

The focus of the missiowill be on deepsea mining, ocean climate change advisory services, underwater

vehicles and underater robotics related technologies.
¢tKS YAaarzy A& SELISOGSR G2 024l nzntTt ONZNB
The Ministry of Earth Sciences (MoBE8i)l be the nodal Ministry implementing this multistitutional
mission.

Key Components of the mission:

1. Amanned submersible will be developaacarry three people to a depth of 6,000 metres in the ocean
with a suie of scientific sensors and tools. An Integrated Mining System will be developed for mining
polymetallic nodulesat those depths in the central dian Ocean.

Development of Oceani@late Change Advisory Services.

3. Development of a component for searchidgep sea flora and fauna, including microbes, and studying
ways to sustainably utilise them.

4. The next component is to explore and identify potiahsources of hydrothermal minerdlsat are

n

d2dzNOS&a 2F LINBOA2dza YSil f atheAdliNdO8dan rmdd@alic ridgésS S}
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5. It has a component for studying and preparing detailed engineering design for offSlcessn Thermal
Energy Gnversion (OTEQ)owered desalinatin plants.

6. The final component is aimed at grooming experts in the field of ocean biology and engineering. Thi
component aims to translate research into industrial applications and product development through
on-site bwsiness incubator facilities.

Signficance:
TS YA &aaAazy ogAftf 3IAGS || o622ad (G2 STF¥F2NIa G2 S
Shelf.
The plan will enable India to develop capabilities to exploit resourcémifentral Indian OceaBasin
(CloB).

Potential:
India hasbeen alloted 75,000 square kilometrem the Central Indian Ocean Basin (CI@B)UN International
Sea Bed Authority for exploration of patyetallic nodules.
CIOB reserves contaitteposits of metals like iron, mangas® nickel and cobalt.
It is envisagd that10%o0f recovery of that large reserve can meet the energy requirement of India
for the next 100 years.

What are PMN?

Polymetallic noduleqalso known asnanganese nodulgsare potateshaped, largely porous noded found in
abundance carpeting theea floor é world oceans in deep sea.

Composition:Besides manganese and iron, they contain nickel, copper, cobalt, lead, molybdenum, cadmiun;
vanadium, titanium, of which nickel, cobalt and copper are considered tf beonomic and strategic
importance

Insta Qurious:
Do you know about Hydrothermal ventB2ad Here
Can seafloor hydrothermal vents pump out rarearth elements dissolved in their hitids?Read Here

InstaLinks: 4. Functions 6the UN International Sea Bed
Prelims Link: Authority.
1. What is deep sea mining?
2. What are PMNs? Mains Link:
3. Location of the Central ¢fian Ocean Basin Discuss the need for and significance of 'Deep
(CloB). Ocean Mission' to be launched by India.

Link:https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehindu.com/news/national/governmefatpprovesproposato-
roll-out-project-to-exploredeep-oceanfor-resources/article34830803.edamp/.

4. Neurinos:

Context:

Scientists have shown thtte geometry of spacdime can cause neutrinos to oscillate.

(Note: Technical details related are not that important; however, you need to know about Neutrinos and thei
features.)

What areneutrinos?
Detected for the first time in 1959, neutrinos atee second most abundant particles the world, after
photons, or the light particle.
Neutrinos aremysterious particles, produced copiously in nuelereactions in the Sun, stars, and elsewhere.
They alsdoscillate"-- meaning that different types of ngrinos change into one another.
Probing of oscillations of neutrinos and their relations with mass are crucial in studying the origin of t
universe.
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https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/what-is-a-neutrino/#:~:text=A%20neutrino%20is%20a%20subatomic,are%20incredibly%20difficult%20to%20detect.

Sources:
Neutrinos are created by various radioactive decays; during a supernova, by cosmicikayg atoms etc.

Features of neutinos:
1. Neutrinosinteract very weakly with everything else trillions of them pass through every human
being evey second without anyone noticing.
2. AySdziNAy2Qa aLIAyYy Ffglea LRAYyGA Ay GKS 2LIIR2AaAlL
3. lItis now generally believed th#te phenomenon of neutrino oscillations requinesutrinos to have
tiny masses.

Insta Curious:
Can you name some of the major neutrino observatories/eixpents of the world?Read Here

2. Features.
InstaLinks: 3. Neutrinos vs Photons.
Prelims Link: What are femions?

1. What are neutrinos?

5. Statistics day:

Context:

Celebrated on29th June every year.
Observed in recognition of the notable contribais made by LatBrofessor Prasanta Chandra
Mahalanobisin the fields of statistics, statistical system and economic planning.

Theme
The theme of Statistics Day, 20@Eustainable Bvelopment Goal (SDG2 (End HungerAchieve Food
Security and Improved Nutrition and Promote Sustainable Agriculture).

Contribution of PC Mahalanonobis to Statistics (188B972):

1. He is referred to athe chief architect of Indian statistical systems well as father of statistical
science in India.

2. He establishedhe Indian Statistical Institute (ISl) in 1931 Kolkata.The institute founded the journal
Sankhyal] f 2y 3 GKS fAySa 2F YI NI t SlaNZudndiMdus bodyafY S i
Ministry of Statistics & Programmeniplementation.

3. He alsdhelped in the establishment of Central Statistical Orgsation (CSO), the National Sample
Survey (NSS) and the Annual Survey of Industries (ASI).

4. He introduced three key concepts to the the@mwyd practice of sample surveys whiate: Pilot
surveys, Optimum survey design and Inter Penetrating Network of samples technique (IPNS).

5. In 1936 he introduced a statistical measure nartiesl Mahalanobis distancelt is widely used in
cluster analysiand classification techniques.

6. TheMahalanobis model, was employed in the Second Five Year Ridich worked towads the rapid
industrialisation of India.

Insta Curious:
Do you know about the mechanical tool built by Mahalanobis known as the photographic profiloscope to
accurately measure®2 LJ SQ& FI OALFf FSI (ddz2NBaKk

InstalLinks: 3. About ISl ad CSO.

Prelims Link: 4. What is Inter Penetrating Network of sub
1. About Statistics Day. samples technique (IPNS)?
2. About PC Mahalanonobis. 5. What is the Mahalanonobis distance?

6. Cyber Capabilities and National Power Report: lISS:

Context:
The report was recently released the Intemational Institute for Strategic Studies (1ISS)
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https://science.thewire.in/society/history/mahalanobis-profiloscope-racial-biometrics-bjp-caa-npr-nrc-national-identity/
https://www.iiss.org/

The report analyses the cyber ecosystem of each state and how it intersects with international securjty,
economic competition and military affairs.
The counties are assessed in seven categories:
1. Strategy and doctrine.
2. Governance, command and control.
3. Core cybeiintelligence capability.
4. Cyber empowerment and dependence.
5. Cyber security and resilience.
6. Global leadership in cyberspace affairs.
7. Offensive cybkr capability.
The report has divied the countries into three tiers of cyber power:
1. First Tier:States with worldeading strengths across all the categories in the methodology. The Unitec
States of America is the only country in this tier.
2. Second Tier States that have worlkikading straagths in some of the categories. Australia, Canada,
China, France, Israel, Russia and the United Kingdom are in this tier.
3. Third Tier:States that have strengths or potential strengths in some of the categbriesigificant
weaknesses in otherfndia, Indonesia, Iran, Japan, Malaysia, North Korea and Vietnam are in this tier|.
Highlights of the report:
1. The US is the only tofier cyber powerbecause of its increased risk of ransomware attacks carried ou
by hackes.
2. The US was the only country indhtop tier in terms of cyber securitecause of its unparalleled
digitakA Y RdzZA G NA I £ o6l aS3 AdGa ONBLII23INI LIKAO SELISNIAL &S

cyber strikes against adversaries.
3. China,which falls underthe secondtier countries,is at least a decade behind the US when it comes to
cyber power.

India Specific Observations:

1. Despite the gesstrategic instability of its region and a keen awareness of the cyber threat it faces,
Indiahasmade@ yf &8 daY2RSaild LINE BN and doityhe for SyDedspard skcyirifly.

2. The military confrontation with China in the dispdtLadakh border area in June 2020, followed by a
sharp increase in Chinese activity against Indian networks, hdstbegg Indian concerns about cyber
security, not least in systems supplied by China.

3. India is currently aiming to compensate for its weagses by building new capability with the help of
key international partners including the US, the UK and Framcand by looking to concerted
international action to develop norms of restraint.

4. LYRALF Q& | LIINRIFOK (26 NRESNYAYOSdzKx 2y 6 S SHNB BANIE 67
with key coordinating authorities for cyber security in the civil and nnjlittomains established only as
late as 2018 and 2019 respectively.

Way ahead for India:
LYRAFQa ao0Sad OKFIyOS¢ 2F Y2@Ay3 dzZlJ 2 GKS -aSO2y R i
industrial potential and adopting a whole-society approah to improving its cyber security.
Insta Curious: InstalLinks:

Do you know what MITM attack meaR&ad Here Prelims and Mains Links:
Key findings, concerns aperformance of India.

Link:https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehindu.com/newsiational/indiahasmadeonly-modest
progressin-developingcybersecuritydoctrine/article35021210.ece/amp/
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Topics: Awareness in space.
1. NASA announces twowanissions to Venus:

Context:

The last US probe to visit the planet was the Magellan orbitdé©90.

Now, NASAhas announced two new missions to Venus. These two sister missions bdih @terstand how
Venus became an infernbke world, capable of melting lead at the surfac&hese include:

1. Davinci+:
TheDavinci+ (Deep Atmosphere Venusvestigation of Noble gases, Chemistry, and Imaging) missiih
Measure the planet's atmosphere to gain insight into how it formed and evolved.
Determine whether Venus ever had an ocean.
Return the first high redation images of the planet’desserae" geological featuresThese features
could be comparable to comgnts on Earth).

2. Veritas (Venus Emissivity, Radio Science, INSAR, Topography, and Spectroscopy):
This mission will map the planet's surface to ursiend its geological history and irstggate how it developed
so differently than Earth.
It will use adrm of radar to chart surface elevations and discover whether volcanoes and earthquake
are still happening.

About Venus:
Venus ighe second planefrom the sunandthe hottest planetin the solar systenwith a surface
temperature of 500C high enougto melt lead.
The planet's thick atmosphere has cranked the surface pressure up to 90 bars.
Asingle Venusian rotation takes 243.0226 Earth dajkat meansa day lasts longer than a w& on
Venus,which makes a complete orbit around the sun in 225 tEeeys.
¢KS +SydzaAly LXIFyYySGFNE O2NB KIFa | RAFYSGSNI 2
core.
Venus is one of just two planets thattate from east to west. Only Venasid Uranus have this
Gol O1 6 NRaé¢ NRUOUIGAZ2Y ®

Historic missions to ¥nus:
1. Magellan- a Nasa mission that ended in 1994.
2. Venus ExpressA European missierfiocused on atmospheric science.
3. Akatsuki Japanese spacecrafbcused on atmospheric science.

Future missions:
The European Space Agency (Essyatuating a Venus mission, calléwVision,alongside two astronomy
proposals Theseus and Spic&@ther concepts are also being proposed to Nasa.

Insta Curious:
1. Did you know that it was the Soviet Union that started missions to Venus in the 186@s*ere,
2. Do you know, astronomsrare considering an extraordinary possibility of life floating in the clouds of
VenusRead Here

InstaLinks:
Prelims Link: Mains Link:
1. Key facts related to Venus. Disciss why NASA's latestissions to Venus are

2.2 K& Aa Ad OFffSR SI NI &dgificanii 6 A y K
3. About the latest missions announced by
NASA. Linkhttps://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
4. Previous historic missions. rticle?0rgld=G748KVCCP.1&imageview=0
5. Venus vs Eartitcomparison.
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https://solarsystem.nasa.gov/missions/magellan/in-depth/#:~:text=NASA's%20Magellan%20mission%20to%20Venus,plunge%20into%20the%20Venusian%20atmosphere.
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Venus_Express
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Akatsuki_(spacecraft)#:~:text=Akatsuki%20(%E3%81%82%E3%81%8B%E3%81%A4%E3%81%8D%2C%20%E6%9A%81%2C%20%22,Venus%20on%206%20December%202010.
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_missions_to_Venus.
https://www.bbc.com/news/science-environment-54133538
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=G748KVCCP.1&imageview=0
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=G748KVCCP.1&imageview=0

2. Why isNASA sendg water bears, baby sil to the International Space

Station?

Context:
Nasahas sent glown-the-darkbaby squidsand about 5,00Qardigrades, also called water bearg) the
International Space Station.

They werepart ofthe 22nd SpaceXargo resupply mission.

Objectives of these new experiments:
1. To help scientists design improved protective measures for astronauts going eduoatgpn space
travel.
2. To understand
_ Figure 1
how beneficial North Pole
. . ISS orbit
microbes interact
with animals
potentially
leading b
breakthroughs in
improving human .
health on Earth. il

Centre, in Florida,
is at a latitude of

28 degrees North

Earth's Rotation

Inclination
Why send mtrobes?
Microbesplay a crucial
role inthe normal ‘ TS5 orbits at an altitude
development of animal "N clinaton 52
tissues and in ' Velocity of 7.7 kenvs 18
maintaining human .
health, and the research
will allow scientists to
have a better
understanding ohow beneficial microbesnteract with animals when there is a lack of gravity.

In the human body, microorganisntontribute to a variety of functions, including digestion,

developing the immune system and detoxifying harmful chemicals. A disruption in our relationship

with thesemicrobes can lead toisease.

Equator

What isthe International Space Statidh
A space station is essentiaflyjarge spacecraft that remains in lo@arth orbit for extended periods of
time.
The ISS has beémspace since 1998.
It is a result of cooperation between théve participating space agencies that run RASA (United
States), Roscosmos (Russia), JAXA (Japan), ESA (Europe), and CSA (Canada).
The I1SS8ircles the Earth in roghly 93 minutes, compliéng 15.5 orbits per day.

Insta Curious:

Did you know ISS i$e ninth space station to be inhabited by crewlllowing the Soviet and later Russian
Salyut, Almaz, and Mir stations as well as Skylab from thR&Hsl here

InstaLinks: Mains Link:
Prelims Link: Write a note on the International Spa&ation.
1. About the ISS.
2. Countries involved. Linkhttps://indianexpress.com/article/explained/e
3. Objectives. xplainedwhy-nasais-sendingwater-bearsand
4. Previous space stations. babysauid-to-the-internationalspacestation
5. Other space stations. 7337170/
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https://www.genome.gov/news/news-release/Microbes-in-us-and-their-role-in-human-health-and-disease#:~:text=Bacteria%20in%20our%20gut%20are,reduce%20these%20important%20signaling%20molecules.
https://www.nasa.gov/mission_pages/station/main/index.html
https://www.worldatlas.com/articles/how-many-space-stations-are-there-in-space.html.
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-why-nasa-is-sending-water-bears-and-baby-squid-to-the-international-space-station-7337170/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-why-nasa-is-sending-water-bears-and-baby-squid-to-the-international-space-station-7337170/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-why-nasa-is-sending-water-bears-and-baby-squid-to-the-international-space-station-7337170/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-why-nasa-is-sending-water-bears-and-baby-squid-to-the-international-space-station-7337170/

3.9dz2NR LISy { LI OS ! 3Sy0eQa 9y+A&aArzy
Context:

European Spacegency (ESA)as announced that it has selectBdVisionas itsnext orbiter that will visit
Venus sometime in the 2030s.

What is EnVision?
1. EnVisbin is an ESA led mission with contributions fid&SA
2. It will be launched on an Ariane 6 rocket, the spaeaét will take about 15 months to reach Venus and
will take 16 more months to achieve orbit circularisation.
3. Objectives:t 2 & (i dzR& { rosphetdfand Busface€) eonitoiittdce gases in the atmosphede a
analyse its surface composition. A radar pded by NASA will help to image and map the surface.

Other missions to Venus:
1. NASA recently selected two missions to the planet Vebds/INCI+ and \FETAS
2. Previously, an ES&d mission to Venus calléd+ Sy dza (20B32DLB) oéussed on atmospheric
research and pointed to volcanic hotspot 2y G KS LJ I ySGQa adz2NFIF OSo
3. Thefirstspacecraftto Venussa KS { 2@3A S0 ! yA2yQa hSYSRNE abRB{ar
Mission that studied Venus from 1990994.
4. AsofnowWt LI Yy Q& ! | Hisistudizihgithe Ylanat &rdmeOybit.

Why are sciensts interested in studying Venus?
Earth and Venus have evolved so differently from each other even thdweyhatre roughly of the same size
and composition. Venus is the hottest planet in the solar system because of the heat that is trapped by its th
cloud cover.
With such missions, Emtists seek to address the following questions:
1. What history did VenuS ELISNA Sy 0SS (G2 FNNAGS |G GKAaAa aidldsS |ty
too, undergo a catastrophic greenhouse effect?
2. Is Venus still gdogically active?
3. Could it have nce hosted an ocean and even sustained life?
4. What lessons can be learnattout the evolution of terrestrial planets in general, as we discover more
Earthlike exoplanets?

ck

About Venus:
For those on Earth, Venus is teecondbrightest object in the skgfter the moon.
It appears bright because of its thick cloud cover tedliects and scatters light.
It is the second closest planet to the Sun.
LG A& OFftSR GKS 9FINIKQa UGoAy o06SOlIdzaS 2F GKSANI

How is Vaus different from Earth?

1. Venus' hick atmosphere traps heat and is the reason that it is the hottest planne solar system,
despite coming after Mercury, the closest planet to the Sun. Surface temperatures on Venus can gojup
to 471 degrees Celsiughich is hot enough to melt lead.

2. Venus moves forward on its orbit around the Sun but spins backwards ditsuaxis slowly. This
means on Venus the Sun rises in the west and sets in the East.

3. Venus also does not have a moon and no rings.

Insta Curias:
Do you know abouftmospheric superotation? Read Here
3. About the latest missions announced by

Instal inks: NASA.
Prelims Link: 4. Previous histric missions.
1. Key facts related to Venus. 5. Venus vs Eartttomparison.

2.2Ké A& A4 OFfftSR SFENIKQa (sAyK
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Mains Link5 A 4 Odzaa ¢ K& b! {! Qa fiLihkht®s/indiaidxprésdcryatticlél/explained/e
Venus aresignificant. xplainedeuropeanspaceagercysenvision
missionto-venus7354821/litel.

4. What is the New Shephard rocket system?
Context:
LYFT 2y F2dzy RSNJ | YR 0 Aconipang cAlle®IneRDrigitScerily corliidedih@ anling LI ¢
auction for the first seat olNew Shepharda roclet system meant to take tourists to space.
The winning bidder will get to fly aboard New Shephard along with Bezos and his brother, when it ta
itsfirst human flight on Jly 20,whichmarksthe 52nd anniversary of Neil Armstrong and Buzz
Lf RNAY QA& Y22y fFyRAY3

Background:
Over 7,600 people registered from 159 countriedim for this seat, whichiltimately went for a winning bid of
$28 million.

What is New Shephard, the réet system?
It is a rocket systermeant to take tourists to space successfully.
The system is built bglue Origin.
New Shephard has been namedeafastronautAlan Shephard, the first American to go to space.
It offers flights to space over 100 km alse the Earthand accommodation for payloads.
The system is a fully reusable, vertical takeoff and vertical landirgesfhicle.

Scientific objetives of the mission:
It is a rocket system that has been designed to take astronauts and research pagésitie Karman lineg
the internationally recognised boundary of space.
The idea is to provide easier and more eeffective access to space medor purposes such as
academic research, corporate technology development and entrepreneurial ventur@sganthers.

Insta Curious:
There's also Commercial Crew, the agency's solution to end reliance on Russian Smarafspasend
astronauts to he space stationRead more about this,

InstaLinks:

Prelims Link: Linkhttps://indianexpress.condrticle/explained/e
1. About New Shepherd Rocket system. xplainedwhat-is-new-shephardthe-rocketsystem
2. Objectives. designedto-provide-costeffective-accesdo-
3. Significance. space7358063/lite/.

4. What is Karman Line?

5. What is PASIPHAE, and why is it important?

PolarAreas Stellaimaging in Blarisation HighAccuracy Experiment (PASIPHAEAN international
collaborativesky surveying project.
Stientists ainto study the pdarisationin the light coming from millions of stars.

Polarizers No light

Background:
Polarization is a property of light that repreds the
direction that the light wave oscillates.

How will the survey be carried out?
1. The survey will usivo hightech optical Polarizd

light LLHH .
polarimetersto observe the northern and gnt
southern skies, simultaneously.
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2. It will focus on capturing starlight polarisationfovery faint starsthat are so far away that polarisation
signals from there have not been systematicallydstd.

The distances to thesstars will be obtained from measurementstiof GAIA satellite

By combining these data, astronomers will perfaamaiden magnetic fieldomography mappingof

the interstellar medium of very large areas of the sky using a novel polarimeter instrument known as
WALOP (Wide Area Lineap@cal Polarimeter).

hw

Significance of the project:
The theory is that a small fraction of CMB radiatioriteed during the universe's rapid inflationary phase
should have its fingerprints on a specific kind of polarisation, known technicaiynagle sgnals.These B
modes are theorised to have arisen as a result of powgraNitational wavesseen during iflation.
However these signals have been difficult to isolate because of the enormous amoupi¢anised radiation
in our own Milky Way,causedby large dust clouds that fill the galaxy.
In essence, PASIPHAE endeavours to ascertain the effect obttstaeles, so wean, ultimately,
learn how things played out in the early universe.

InstalLinks:

Prelims Link: Link:
1. What is polarization? https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explai
2. About PSIPHAE. ned-how-pasiphaewill-peep-into-the-unknown
3. About GAIA Satellite. regionsof-the-sky7357628/lite/.

6. Three Chinese astronauts enter space station aftecessful docking

operation:
Context:
Shenzhodl2 manned spaceship has successfully docked with China's space station core madbéand
entered the orbital capsule.

About China's Space Station:
The new multimodule Tiangong statioris set to beoperational for at least 10 years.
Tianheisoneofi KNBS YI Ay O02YLRYySyda 2 F-deweoped space stztidr, 0 §
rivalling the only other station in servicgthe ISS.
The space station witiperate in lowEarth orbitat an altitudeof 340450 km above Earth's surface.

Significanceof the space station:
1. The low orbit space station would be the country's eye from the skyigirg round the clock bird's
eye view for its astronauts on the rest of the world.
2. It shall aid China'smito become a major space power by 2030.

Concerns:
China's space station will be equipped wathobotic-arm over which the US has raised contefor its possible
military applications.

The Concern is that this technology "could be used in a fulgstes for grappling other satellites".

Other space stations:
The only space station currently in orbitli® International Space Station (ISS)he ISS is backed by
the United States, Russia, Europe, Japan and Ganad
So far,China has sent two previous space stations into orliite Tiangongl and Tiangong were
trial stations.
India is planning to launch its own space station by 2030.

Insta Curdus:
What is Molniya doit? Read HerdéBriefly)
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Instal inks: 4. Previous space stations.

Prelims Link:
1. AboutISS. Mains Link:
2. Countries involved. Write a note on the International Space Station.
3. Objectives.

7. Hubble Space Telescope:

Context:

Nasa reports trouble witthe Hubble Spae TelescopeThe telescope has been down for the past few days.
The problem is a payload computer that rsigpped working.

Background:
The payload computer's purpose is to control and coordinate the science instruments and monitor them for
health andsafety purposes.

About the Hubble Space Telescope:

1. The Hubble Space Telescope is a large telescopade SNASA
launched Hubble in 1990.

2. It was built by the United States space agency NASA, with
contributions from the European Space Agency.

3. Hubbleis the only telescope designed to be serviced in sjmgce
astronauts.

4. Expanding the frontiers of the vistbUniverse, the Hubble Space
Telescope looks deep into space with cameras that can see acros
entire optical spectrum from infrared to ultravisl

5. TheHubble Space Telescope makes one orbit arolaith every 95 minutes.

Achievements:
1. It has helpd in discovering the moons around Pluto.
2. Evidence regarding the existence of black holes has emerged based on the observations through
Hubble.
3. Thebirth of stars through turbulent clouds of gas and doave also been observed.
4. The hubble telescope madibservations of six galaxies merging together.
5. On Februry 11, 2021, the Hubble made observations of small concentrations of black holes.

Insta @irious:
1. Doyouknowth& A FFSNBY OS 6S8i6SSy 1 dzoofS0a ¢St Sad2LIS
2. Do you know about AstroSaRead Here

InstalLinks:

Prelims Link: Link:https://m.timesofindia.com/world/us/nasa
1. About the Hubble Space Telescope. reportstrouble-with-hubble-space
2. About James \&bb Telescope. telesmpe/amp_articleshow/83658697.cms

3. What is a black hole?

8. Chandrayaai2:

Context:
Chandrayaa+?, hoveringover the Moon, has found new developments on the hot outermost layer of the
bright star known as Corona. einclude:

1. Abundances of magnesium, aluminium and silicon in the solar corona.

2. Around 100 microflares were observed, providing new insights abanginal mass heating.

Reasons behind coronal heating problem:
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The corom emitsultraviolet, X-rays andconsists of ionised gas at temperatures exceeding 2 million degrees
Fahrenheit,while just 1,000 miles below, the surface knowrtlas photospheresmmers at just 10,000
degrees Fahrenheit. This mysterious difference in terafures is callethe coronal Feating problem.
As per the latest findings, the high temperatures could be due to stneagnetic fields present above
the Sunspots (dark patchessen in visible images of the Sun).

Chandrayaar? Mission:

The Chandrayaa® mission, which was lost aftérhard landed on the dark side of the Mooin 2019 remains

active in the form of its orbiter hovering over the Moon.

Scientists usethe Solar Xray Monitor (XSM)nboard Chandrayaa in September 2019 tstudy the Sun.
The primary objective of Charajaan 2 was to demonstrate the ability to stdhd on the lunar
surface and operate a robotic rover on the surface.

The mission consisted ah Crbiter of the Moon, Vikram (after Vikram Sarabhaithe lander and
Pragyan (wisdom) the rover, all equipped with scientific instruments to study the moon.

Insta Curious: 2. Objectives.
Do you know about Solar Prominendead Here 3. Instrumerts onboard.
4. Chandrayaa#l.
Instal inks:
Prelims Link: Mains Link:
1. About Chandrayaag. Discuss the significance of Chandray@amission.

Link:https://www.indiatodayin/amp/science/story/isrechandrayaar?-coronaejectionrmoon-solarprobe-
18185222021-06-23.

Topics: Awareness in the fields of IT, Computers, r obotics, nano-technology, bio-technology
and issues relating to intellectual property rights.

1. 5G technology:

Context:

Bollywood actoduhi Chawla has moved the Delhi High Court seeksajentific study on any adverse effects
of radio-frequency radiation emitted by cellular telecommunications using 5G technoldgyy WKS1I f (i K
organ orlimb ofadultorci#E 2 NJ G 2 7T he®mdts officialRollchitlindié EoOntry.

What is 5G?
5G is the next generation of mobile broadband that will evetiyu@place, or at least augment 4G LTE
connection.

Features and benefits of the 5G technology:

1. Operate inthe millimeter wave spectrum (36800 GHzyvhich have the advantage of sending large
amounts of data at very high
speeds.

2. Operate in3 bands,namel low,
mid and high frequency
spectrum.

3. Reduced latacywill support
new applications that leverage
the power of 5G, the Internet of
Things (1oT), and artificial

intelligence. 1980s 1990s
4. Increased CapaCltSDn 5G Analog Voice Digital Voice Mobile Broadband Interconnected
inimi Human-to-Huma Low-Speed Dat; High-Speed Data Devices, Sensors,
ne'[WOI'kS can mlnlmlzethe Eartll;nbj‘:lnb(ij\o PLI‘::‘\JWL Voi?:anfie;:om:'rixt |;‘:lL‘lll;Ti\L[‘_‘55 and Systems
impact of load spikes, kkthose For Consumers,

Governments, and Businesss

that take place during sporting ®
events and news events.
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Significance of the technology:

L vy R Wakiofad Digital Communications Policy 2018ghlights the importance of 5G when it statibsit the
convergence of a cluster of revolutionary techogikes including 5G, the cloud, Internet of Things (IoT) and data
analytics, along with a growing starp community, promise to accelerate and deepen its digital engagement,
opening up a new horizoof opportunities.

What are the potential health risksrbm 5G?
To date, and after much research performed, adverse health effect has been causally linked witkpesure
to wireless technologies.
Tissue heatings the main mechanism of interactiortween radiofrequency fields and the human
body. Radiofregency exposure levels from current technologies resultdégligible temperature rise
in the human body.
As the frequency increaseghere is less penetration into the body tissuemd absorption bthe
energy becomes more confined to the surface of theyoéskin and eye).
Provided that the overall exposure remains below international guidelmggsonsequences for public health
are anticipated.

What are the international exposure guidelines?
Two international bodies produce exposure guidelines ontedenagnetic fields. Many countries currently
adhere to the guidelines recommended by:

1. The International Comission on No#donizing Radiation Protection.

2. The Institute of Electrical and ElectrogiEngineers, through the International Committee on

Electomagnetic Safety.

These guidelines are not technolegyecific. They cover radiofrequencies up to 300 Gidhyding the
frequencies under discussion for 5G.

International efforts- International Electromagnetic Fields (EMF) Project:

WHO established thimternational Electromagnetic Fields (EMF) Project in 1996. The project investigates the
health impact of eposure to electric and magnetic fields in the frequency ran@®@ GHz and advises

national authorities on EMF radiation protection.

Insta Curias:
Is India prepared for rebut of 5G7Read here,

InstaLinks:
Prelims Link: Mains Link:
1. Whatis 5G? Discuss the significance of 5é&hnology.
2. Differences between 3G, 4G and 5G.
3. Applications. Lirk:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
4. What is a spectrum? rticle?0rgld=GFV8KM7L9.1&imageview=0
5. About EMF Project.

2. Internet through LEO satellites:

Context:

OneWeb,which isa Low Earth Orbit (LEGatellite communications operator, has launched its next batch of
36 satellites from Russia.

Withthe lated i f | dzy OK =  h-oftit eoSstelation stadds htR21&kelites. These would be ap of
hy$286Qa cny [9h &FGSttAGS Ft8Sto

About OneWeb's LEO internet programme
Using LEO satellites OneWeb seeks to offer connectivity atre&sK, Alaska, Northern Europe,
Greenbnd, the Arctic Seas and Cattea The company expects the service to be switched on before the
end of the year.
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It calls this programme th& C A @ S enicof pfferidg irternet connectivity tall regions north of
50 degrees latitude.

What are the lenefits of LEO satellites bad internet?
1. LEO satellites are positioned around 500R600km from earth, compared to stationary orbit satellites
which areapproximately 36,000km away.
2. As LEO satellites orbit closer to the earth, they are able to prowideger signals and faster spds
than traditional fixedsatellite systems.
3. Because signals travel faster through space than through-€iptie cablesthey also have the
potential to rival if not exceed existing groubdsed networks.

Challenges:

LEGsatellites travel at a speeaf 27,000 kph and complete a full circuit of the planet irR120 minutes. As a
result,individual satellites can only makdirect contact with a land transmitter for a short period of time
thus requiring massive LEO satelfieets and consequently, agmificant capital investment.

Criticisms of LEO satellites:

1. The balance of power has shifted from countries to compané&sce most of these are private
companies run projects. As a result, there are questions related retulates these companies,
especially given the myriad of nations that contribute to individual projects.

Complicated regulatory framework

3. Stakeholdes in these companies are from various countries. Thus it becomes challenging to receive
requisite li@nces to operate in each cotm.

4. Satellites can sometimes be seen in the night skies which crdfiesilties for astronomersas the

satellites reflet sunlight to earth, leaving streaks across images.

Satellites travelling at a lower orbit can alsterrupt the frequency of thse orbiting above them.

Those objects, colloquially referred towsi LI O Save ttie/pbténtal to damage spacecraft or

collide with other satellites.

N

oo

Potential:
LEO satellite broadband is preferable in areas that cabhaageached by fibre and spgum services. The
target market will therefore be rural populations and military units operating away from urban areas.

Are there any other similar projects?

hyS2S06Qa OKA SHErlin®a ventiselid®® (@NJ a2y a dza | @réently hals 1CB85 @ {
satellites in orbit and has already started beta testing in North America and initiatirgrgegs in countries

like India.

Insta Curious:
How many types of orbit do ydtnow?Check out here,

InstalLinks: Mains Link:
Prelims Link: Discuss the Concernssagiated with satellite
1. About LEO. based internet services.
2. Starlink project.
3. Benefits of LEO satellite based imtet. Linkhttps://indianexpress.com/article/explaingd

neweb-satellitesstarlink-project-kuiper7341366/.

3. Legalisation of Bitcoin in El Salvador:

Context:
El Salvadora smallcoastal country in Central Americaas becomehe first in the world to makeBitcoin
legal.

Rationale behind this move:
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1. El Salvadodepends heavily on remittances sent by Salvadorians from abr@adking up more than
20% of the GDP). However, much of this is lost to intermediariessiByg Bitcoin, the amount received
by more thana million low income families will increase in the aglent of billions of dollars every
year.

2. Besides, Bitcoin will helpcrease financial inclusiom El Salvador, where 70% of the population does
not have a bank account and relies on the informabmamy.

NORTH Arctic Ocean
Please note: AMERICA : Jresniang
El Salvadohas not had its om monetary policy since 200lyhen a - e -
right-wing government made the US dollar the official currency. Alon Cariad

with Ecuador and Panama, El Salvador is curryeaﬂnong three
nations in Latin Americatohave WR2f f | NAT SR SOz rfacific

Ocean United States

ps q
Amebica Atlantic

Ocean

Criticisms of the move: !
Lealizing bitcoin in the absence of a central regulating authority will | saemeer Mexico Sulfef . 25N
have potential for fraud and money laundering, high energy costs anss ¥ T
extreme volatiliy.

Bermuda
(UK)

Caribbean Sea

El Salvadou Y

1300 mi
s S oy
Is there a move to adoptirtual currenciesglobally? Eewaten i AVERIGH
acific

In many parts of the world that are plagued by economic uncertaintie © WorldAtlas.com ocean o,
the use ofcryptocurrencies is fast gathering pace, sashinCuba, Venezuela and Mexicehere many are
preferring virtual tokens that are decentralised and unregulated.

How such legalisation may not work well for India?
El Salvador has no monetary policy efatvn and hence, no local currency to protdttuns on the monetary
policy of the US Federal Reser. Therefore, any changes in Federal Reserve policies will definitely affect the
Country. Hence, it is looking at such alternatives.
But, this is not theease with India. India has its own currencyg @ncentral bank. Therefore,
coexistence of bitcoin ahrupee side by side becomes difficult.

India's response to Cryptocurrencies:
In India, the government has floatéiche Cyptocurrency and Requlation of Official Digital Currency Bill, 2021
which will prohibit all private cryptocurrencies and lay down the regulatory framevawrthe launch of an
G2FFAOALIf @RAMIAGLE T OdzNNBy O
LG o6l a G2 0SS AyidNERRdSBRearkeythisyeaNbuwadtslg up @sithe. dzR 3
government continues discussions with stakeholders.

Conclusion:
Overall takeaway for India from the EI How
Salvador caseThis might become an example ‘e
of how far countries are willing to go to

v

Blockchain Technology ez

A transaction is The transaction is

attract innovabrs and entrepreneurs working — reauestes now fnished
on this emerging sector. This is the wealth . Works '
that India has in spades and has barely . ~ 6
protected with policy. . @
While deliberatims continue in India on the e tansadionis , (O At tmtion
. . . broadcasted to a peer- B @ involve cryptocurrenty, 5 The new block is added to

monetary and finanial regulations around to-peer (2P networ o Conac,recrts o j:":]: the exitingblockchain
cryptocurrency, it is importarthat attention A mocarae A - b
0S LFAR (2 AyOSydA@sS ™ i gy |
working on key innovations in the space. T andusersstaws block o data for the ledger
Insta Curious:

1. Do you know what Bitcoin Maximalmsis?Read Here

2. Do you know what IOTA Tangle ig2ad herdbriefly)

InstalL inks:
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Prelims Link

1. Various cryptocurrencies. Mains Link:
2. Cryptocurrencietaunched by various What are Cryptocurrencies? Why there is a need
countries. for regulation? Discuss.

3. What is Blockchain technology?

Link:https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/edalvadotbitcoin-presicent-nayib-7348198/lite/.

4. CHIME telescope yields unprecedented results:

Context:

Scientists witlihe Canadian Hydrogemtensity Mapping Experiment (CHIMEpllaboration have assembled
the largest collection ofast radio bursts (FRB4)y § K S difi&tf FRE datalagiseQ

Why is this significant?

While catching sight of an FRB is considered a rare thing in the field of radio astronomy, prior to the CHIME
project, radio astronomerbhad only caught sighdf around 140 bursts in their scopes since tinst FRB was
spotted in 2007.

What are FRBs?
FRBs are oddly bright flashes of light, registering in the radio band of the electromagnetic spectrum,
which blaze for a few milliseconds before vanishing witretrace.
These brief and mysterious beachave been spotted in various and distant paftthe universe, as
well as in our own galaxy.
Their origins are unknown and their appearance is highly unpredictable.

About the CHIME project:
1. ltis a largestationary radio telescope in British ColumpbCanada.
2. The telescope receives radio signaste day from half of the sky as the Earth rotates.
3. The telescope has no moving parts and observes half of the sky each day as the Earth turns.
4. CHIME is a parership between the University of British Coloia, McGill University, the University of
Torontoand the Canadian National Research Council's Dominion Radio Astrophysical Observatory.

Insta Curious:
What is the Square Kilometre Array ProjeR&ad here

InstalLinks: Mains Link:
Prelims Link: Write a note on FRBs.

1. What are radio waves?

2. What is electromagnetic spectrum? Linkhttps://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehin

3. What are Magnetars? du.com/scitech/sciene/chime-telescopeyields

4. What is a neutron str? unprecedentedresults/article3478271.ece/ampl

h=d n=a ' - g A P P

5LYRAI YR tFr{A&aldlyQa oFdGtS 23SN
Context:

LYRAFS GKS 62NIRQa fI NBS&l [@BdetbitNGSNhicA Tdidatod(ME G A )
statusTNB Y (0 KS 9 dzKBuhd8 dnyQuality Scienied for Agricultural Products and Foodstiitiss
would give it ste ownership of the basmati title in the EU.

What's the issue now?
Pakistan, which is the only other basmati rice exporteheworld, has opposed this move as it would
adversely impact its own exports, especially as the EU is a major market fasntsto.

What has happened?
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Pakistan enactethe Geographical Indications (Registration and Protection) Act in March 20&8tichgives it

the right to oppose Indian application for registration of Basmati rice exclusive rights.

While India has said thétis an Indiarorigin productin its applicationpublished inth® ! Q& 2 FFA OA |

on September 11.
& LIS NJ { #aSGourddl,ayacoudtdy €ak Gppose the application for registration of a name
pursuant to Article 50(2) (a) of Regulationsof the European Parliament and of the Counail o
guality schemes for agricultural products and foodstuffs within three montlorfn the date of

publication.

Background:
In May 2010, Gl status was given to basmati grown in Punjab, Haryana, Delhi, &iRraclesh, Uttrakhand
and parts of western UttalPradesh and Jammu & Kashmir.

About Gl tag
A Gl is primaly anagricultural, natural or a manufactured piauct (handicrafts and industrial goods)
originating from a definite geographidarritory.
Typically, such a name conveys an assurance of quality and distinctiveness, which is essentially
attributable to the place of its origin.

What are the benefits?
Orce the Gl protection is granted, no other producer can misuse the name to nsnkidr products. It also
provides comfort to customers about the authenticity of that product.

Who is a registered propriair of a geographical indication?
Any associationfgpersons, producers,organisatian authority established by or under the law can be
a registered proprietor.
Their name should be entered in the Register of Geographical Indication as registered prdprieto
the Geographical Indication applied for.

How long is the registration of Gegraphical Indication valid?
The registration of a geographical indication is valid for a period of 10 years.
It can be renewed from time to time for a further period of J&ays each.

Who accords and regulates Geographitadlications?

At the International level: Geographical Indications are covered as a component of intellectual property rights
(IPRs) undethe Pais Convention for the Protection of Industrial Bperty. Gl is also @verned bythe World

¢ NI RS h NBI y A dhrédemmenyon draddRelatell Oshdcts of Intellectual ProperRights (TRIPS)

In India, Geographical Indicatiaregistration is adinistered bythe Geographical Indications of Goods
(Registration and Protection) Act, 1998hich came into force with effect from September 2003. The first
product in India to be accoetl with Gl tag was Darjeeling tea in the year 2064

Insta Curious:
Did you know that Basmati has also been grown for centuries indtsr Kact, which lies between the Ravi
and ChenatNJA @S NE & Funjablpiovinge® | y Q

InstalLinks: 5. What is the EU? Various institutie under
Prelims Link: it.

1. Whatis a Gl tag?

2. Who grants? Mains Link:What is a Geographichidication (Gl)

3. Gl products in India and their geographical tag? Discuss its significance.

locations.

4. Other IPRs.
Link:https://indianexpress.com/#icle/explained/explainedndia-and-pakistansbattle-over-basmati
7357044/ litel.
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6. Monoclonal antibodies:

Context:

An experimental monoclonal antibody cockt&EGENCOV2has been found to be a lifgaving treatment for

some of the most severely affected Coi@ patients, results of a clinical trial in the UK have shown.
However, Such therapies are expersibecause thegre difficult to make and take atlof time.

What are Monoclonakntibodies?
They areartificially created antibodiesti K & FAY (2 FAR GKS o02Reé&Qa vyl {dz
They target a specific antigan a protein from the pathogen that induces immune response.

How are they created?
Monoclonal antibodies cabe created inte labby exposing white blood cedlto a particular antigen.
To increase the quantity of antibodies produced,single white blood cell is cloned, which in turn is used to
create identical copies of the antibodies.
In the case of Cowitl9, scientists usally work with the spike proteinfahe SARE0V2 virus, which
facilitates the entry of the virus into the host cell.

Need for monoclonal antibodies:

In a healthy bodythe immune system is able to create antibodiediny Y-shaped progins in our blod that
recognise microbial enemiesd bind to them, signalling the immune system to then launch an attack on the
pathogen.

However for people whose immune systems are unable to make sufficient amounts of these antibodies,
scientists proide a helping hnd- using monoclonal antibodies.

History:
The idea of delivering antibodies to treat a disease dates as far back as the 1900s, whepridebheihning
German immunologisPaul Ehrlictproposed the idea of & %I dzo S (MihgizBulidt) ’'compound whth
selectively targets a pathogen.
From then, it took eight decades of research to finally arrive at Muromgn&bo > (1 KS ¢ 2 NI
monoclonal antibody to be approved for clinical use in humans.
Muromonab-CD3is an immunosuppressant driggyven to reduce acute rejection in patients wittgan
transplants.

Applications:
Monoclonal antibodies are now relatively common. They are used in treating Ebola, HIV, psoriasis etc.

Insta Curious:
Did you know about Polyclonal antibodigsidd out more about them
Do you know what immunomodulators ar&2ad Here

InstaLinks: Mains Link:

Prelims Link: What ae monoclonal antibodies? Why are they
1. What are antibodies? significan® Discuss.
2. What are monoclonal antibodies?
3. How are thg created? Linkhttps://indianexpress.com/article/explained/e
4. Applications. xplainedmonoclonafantibodiescovid-
5. Antigens vs antibodies. 7368039/lite/

7. Sale of illegal HTBt cott@eeds doubles:

Context:

Industry lobbies have written to the Agriculture Ministry, demanding that action be taken to stop illegal sales
HTBt cottonand punish offenders, noting that cultivation of tgenetically modified cotton variant has serious
environmental and economicmaisequences.
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What's the issue?

The illegal cultivation of herbicid®lerant (HT) Bt cotton has seen a huge jump this year, with seed
manufacturers claiming that the sale oédlal seed packets has more than doubled froma®® llast year to 75
lakh this year.

What is allowed?
Bt cotton remains the only GM crop allowed to be cultivated in the country.
Developed by US giaBayerMonsanto, it involves insertion of two genesa®¥/ NBE m! 0 Q [frofMRhe W/ N
soil bacteriumBacillus thuringiensis intocotton seeds.
This modification codes the plant to produce protein toxi¢Heliothis bollworm (pink bollworm)thus
making it resistant to their attack. The commercial releasthisfhybrid was sanctioned by the
government in2002.

What is HTBt CottoR

This variety (HtBt) involves the addition of another geHé, 9Ji.Ja fitden @nother soil bacterium,
Agrobacterium tumefacienskFarmers claim that the HtBt variety can withstahd spray of glyphosate, a
herbicide that is usetb remove weeds, and thussubstantially saves them e&eeding costs.

Issues with HTBt Cotton:
Farmers are at risk because there is no accountability of the quality of seed, it pollutes the envirptitaent
industry is losing legitimate seed sale ahd government also losegvenue in terms of tax collection.

What the law says?

B H

Legally, sale, storage, transportation and usage of unapproved GM seeds is a punishable offence upder

the Rules of Enviromental Protection Act 1989Also, sale of unappred seeds can attract action
underthe Seed Act of 196@ndthe Cotton Act of 1957.

The Environmental Protection Agirovides for a jail term of five years and a fine of Rs 1 lakh for
violation of its prowions, and cases can be filed under the other Auts.

Insta Curious:
Do you know what Somaclonal Variation ®B&ad Here

InstalLinks: 6. The Cotton Act of 1957.
Prdims Link:
1. About BT Cotton. Mains Link:
2. What is HTBt Cottch Discuss the functions of GEAC.
3. What is GEAC?
4. The Rules of Environmental Protection Act Linkhttps://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA

1989. rticle?0rqgld=GI68MBS10.1&imageview=0
5. Rhe Seed Act of 1966.

8. What is gain of function?

Context:

ThetermW3 | Ay 2 F ¥ dzifad iedestly cropdediup in dadét® about the oigins of the Covid 9
pandemic.

What is Gairof-function Research?
WDIFAY 2F Tdzy Ol A 2fgc@ediod grdwingrgereritians af ficrbidiganSingNabder
conditions that cause mutations in a virus.
These experiments areterrfRe W3 A X290 8 &POdzaS (G KSe Ay drdwds
that they gain an advantage in or through a function, such as increased transmissibility.
Such experiments allow scientists to better predict emerging infectious diseases, ancetopmle
vaccines ad therapeutics.

www.insightsonindia.com 126 InsightslAS

@



http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/topics/agricultural-and-biological-sciences/somaclonal-variation
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GI68MBS1O.1&imageview=0
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GI68MBS1O.1&imageview=0

How is it carried out?
Gainof function research may uggenetic engineering or serial passaging
1. Genetic engineering y @2t #Sa WSRAGAYIQ GKS 3ASYySGAO O2RS
the scientists.
2. Serial passaginmvolves allowing the pathogen to grow under diet circumstances and then
observing the changes.

Issues related to the research:
1. Gainof-function research involvamanipulations that make certain pathogenic microbes more
deadly or more transmissible.
2. Thereis als&’ f ®faF alzy” O tede@roh Quhictinvolves inactivating mutations, resulting in a significant
loss of original function,rano function to the pathogen.
3. Gainof-function research reportedly carriéisherent biosafety and biosecurity riskand is thus
NB T S NNEB R-usie Besearéh odi2RAGSINY Q 65! w/ 0 @
Serial passaginmvolves allowing the pathogen to grow under different circumstances and then observing th
changes.

Relevance to Covid9 pandemic:
The discussion around gain of funeticesearch came back to focus recently, afteeport argued that
the possibilityof the virus accidentally leaking out of the Wuhan Institute of Virology could not be
entirely dismissed.
While scientists had earlier ruled out the possibility of the&irué SAy 3 WISy SiGA Ol f ¢
report saidserial passaginghay havedd to the evolution of the virus during an ongoing gain of
function research project in the Chinese city.

How is it regulated in India?
All activities related to genetidglengineered organisms or cells and hazardoisenrganisms and products
areregllatedaspefi KS dal ydzFl OGdzNBZ ! S LYLERNIZ 9ELRNI |
aAONR2NHIyAayYakDSySiAOrItte 9yaAySSNBR hNHIYAAYAE
In 2020, the Departmentfdiotechnology issued guidelines for the estsiiinent of containment
facilities,called¥. A2al FSGeé& fl106aQd
The notification provides operational guidance on the containment of biohazards and levels of
biosafety that all institutions involved in researd®velopment and handling of these microorgangsm
must comply with.

Insta Curios:
Do you know the difference between forward genetics and reverse gen®iea@ Briefly
Do you know what éne Knockout isReadHere(Briefly)

Link:https://www.thehindu.com/scitech/science/explainedvhat-is-gainof-function-
research/article34861204.ece

9. US' Digital Millennium Copght Act:

Context:
The Union Minister for Electronics and Information Technology was locked out of his Twitter account for an
hour allegedly over aotice received for violation af K S | {alMillaiugnACapyright Act (DMCA) 1998.

What is the Digial Millennium Copyright Act?
LG A& | flg LIaaSR Ay KS recognisingliRelldgctial Rropetty (BP) o S & 2
internet.
The DMCA oversees the implementation of th@96 treaties signed by/orld Intellectual Property
Organisation (WIPOmember nations the Copyright Treatywndthe Performances and Phonograms

Treaty.
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Both the treaties require member nations and signatories to provide in their respective jurisdictions,
protection to IP that mayave been created by citizens of different wats who are also esignatories

to the treaty.

It also obligates that signatories to the treaty ensure ways to prevent circumvention of the technical
measures used to protect copyrighted work.

It also provi@s the necessary international legal protectiordigital content.

Who can generate a ICA notice and how are they sent to companies or websites?
1. Any content creator of any form, who believes that their original content has been copied by user or

website without authorisation can file an appliéan citing their intellectual property haseen stolen

or violated.

In the case of social media intermediaries like Facebook, Instagram or Twitter, content creators can
directly approach the platform with arpof of them being original creators.

Since tkese companies operate in nations which aignatories to the WIPO treaty, they are obligated
to remove the said content if they receive a valid and legal DMCA takedown notice.

What is WIPO and how does ihsure protection of content on the internet?

The World Intellectual Property Organizati@?VIPO) is one of the 17 specialized agencies of the United
Nations.

LG 61 a ONBIFGSR AY wmpcTt aid2 SyO2dz2NI 3S ONBIGAQD
LINP LISNII & GKNRdzZAK2dzi GKS 62 NI Roe

As of date,193 nations across the world, including imdare members of WIPO.

Intellectual Property:

It is a category of property that includes intangible creations of the human intellect, and primarily
encompassesapyrights, patents and trademarks.

It also intudes other types of rights, such as trade secrets, publicity rights, moral rights, and rights
against unfair competition.

Insta Curious:
Do you know about Data Exclusivity & TRIPS Reasa@ Here

4. What is compulsory Licensing?

InstaLinks: 5. About DMCA.
Prelims Link: 6. About WIPO Treati®
1. Whatis TRIPS?
Indian Patents Act, 2005. Mains Link:
3. Patent regime in India. Write a note on compulsory lgnsing.

Link:https://www.goode.com/amp/sindianexpress.com/article/explained/digitathillennium-copyrightact

noticestwitter -ravishankarprasad7377932/lite/.

Topics: Conservation related issues, environmental pollution and degradation,
environmental impact assessment.

1. Hghth Global Nitroge Conference:

Context:
The8th International Nitrogen Initiative Conference (IN1202®as scheduled to convene in Berlin, Germany,
from 3-7 May 2020. But, due to the pandemic it was cancelled last year and was held recietutfly.

About the Intermational Nitrogen Initiative Conference:

Set upin 2003under sponsorship adhe Scientfic Committee on Problems of the Environment
(SCOPE) and frothe International GeosphereBiosphere Program (IGBP)

It isa triennial event that bringstogether scientists from around the world dealing with reactive
nitrogen compounds in agriculture, industry, traffic, soil, water and air.
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Objective:Tostimulate an exchange among policymakers arfteotrelevant stakeholders of results,
ideas and visions to improve futuhmlistic management of reactive nitrogen.
The program is currently a sustained partnefFature Earth

Nitrogen as an essential nutrient:
Nitrogen, which is vital macronutrient for most plants,is the most abundant element in the
atmosphere.
A little over 78% of dry air on Earth is nitrogen. Bumospheric nitrogen, or dinitrogen, is unredive
and cannot be utilised by plants directly
Therefore nitrogen-fixing bacteria ike rhizobialive symbiotically with leguminous plants, providing
nitrogen to the plant and soil in the form of reactive compounds like ammonia and nitrate.

How Nitrogen turned into pollutants from nutrients and hw it is affecting health and environmeri
Nitrogen compoundsunning off farmlandhave led to water pollution problems around the world,
while nitrogen emissions from industry, agriculture and vehiclegke abig contribution to air
pollution.
Over 80% bthe nitrogen in soil is not utilised ¥ humans While over fousfifths of the nitrogen is
used to feed livestock, only about six per cent reaches humans in case-végetarian diet, as
compared to the 20%hat reaches the plate of a vegetarian.
Therefore, Nitrogen becomes a pollutant whérescapes into the environment and reacts with other organic
compounds. It is either released into the atmosphere, gets dissolved in water sources such as riveos, lake

groundwater, or remains in the soil. .~~~ Nitrogen in Anthropor,
_ atmosphere e'"’s?foﬁ(“?u%%i
. X \\

Nitrogen pollution has a significant impacin the
environment:

1. It creates harmful algal bloomand dead
zones in our waterwaysind oceans; the
algae produce toxins which are harmful to
human and aquatic orgamiss (and indirectly

(N,ON,)

Nitrogen organic matter

affects fisheries and biodivsity in coastal 2. in soil
areas). : o o
. . PP BT Nitrate Nitrite Ammonium
2' Contammatlon Of drmkmg Waterlo m|II|0n (NO;’) soil and water (NO,) soil and water (NH,*) soil and water

people in Europe are potentially exposed to
drinking water with nitrate concentrations above recommended levels. This can have an agffecse
on human health.

3. Food SecurityExcessie nitrogen fertiliser apjtation contributes to soil nutrient depletion. As the
world needs to feed an ever growing population, loss of arable land is a major global problem.

4. The release diitrous Oxide isessentially a greenhouse gaghich is harmfuto the environment.

Insta Curious:
Do you know what the HabdBosch process ig?ead Here

InstalLinks: 5. About INI 2020.
Prelims Link: 6. What is Future Earth?
1. What is annert gas?
2. About Nitrogen and its key properse Mains Link:
3. How nitrous oxide is formed? Write a note on nitrogen pollution.

4. What are algal blooms?

2. Sri Lanka braces for oil spill from sinking cargo vessel:

Context:

Singaporeregistered MV XPress Pedycarrying chemicals and plastic, has been in news since a fire incident
on May20 and subsequent explosion aboard, following which tonnes of plastic pellet deposits were found
deposited alongri Lanka'deaches.
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Preparedness:

¢ KS O2Mayire B®i@@mnent ProtectiorAuthority (MEPAY ¢ KA OK GSNXYSR (KS Ay
worst ecological disasters in history, has readédpill containment boomsto tackle a possible leak from the
vessel that dicials said carried 350 tonnes of oil in its fuel tanks.

What is an oil spill?
OECTlefines an oil spill as oil, discharged accidentally or intentionally, litatisfon the surface of water
bodies as a disete mass and is carried by the wind, currents and tides.

Oil spills can pollute land, air, or water, though it is mostly used for oceanic oil spills.

Effects of oil spills:

Ecosystem DestructiorDil spils can have a major impact on the temporary aalimand fish loss of habitat.
Heavy oils may affect severaiganism functions like respiration, feeding, ahérmo-regulation.

It can affect living being@ case of direct contact with the environment paéd with spilled oil components
(some of whichmay persist a long time), such as drinking polluted watdrreathing polluted dust particles.

Effects on floraif the oil washes into coastal marshes, mangrove forests, or other wetlands, fibrous pldnts an

grasses absorb oil, which can damage plantsraake the area unsuitable as wildlife habitat.
On MarineOrganismsQil spills frequently kill marine mammals such as whales, dolphins, seals, and sea otté
On Birds:Qil spills also damage nesting grosnpotentially causing serious lotgym effeds on entire species.

Effects of oil spills on economy:
On Economy:
1. If beaches and populated shorelines are fouled, tourism and commerce may be severely affected.
2. The power plants and other utilities thdepend on drawing or discharging sea water segerely
affected by oil spills.
3. Major oil spills are fregently followed by the immediate suspension of commercial fishing.

Methods through which oil spill can be cleaned:

Containment BoomsFloating bariers, called booms are used to restrict theesga of oil and to allow for its
recovery, removal, or dispsal.

Skimmerst N3 RS@GAOS& dzASR F2NJ LKeaAOltfte aSLI NI GAyY3
Sorbents: Various sorbents (e.g., straw, volcartic asd shavings of polyestderived plastic)hat absorb the
oil from the water are used.

Dispersing agets: These are chemicals that contain surfactants, or compounds that act to break liquid
substances such as oil into small droplets. They acceldsatatural dispersion into the sea.

Bio-agents Nutrients, enzyms, or microorganisms such as Alcanivorax bécier Methylocella silvestris that
increase the rate at whitnatural biodegradation of oil occurs are added.

Insta Curious:
Do you know about théargest marine oil spill in history, Gulf of Mexico Oill3piead Here

Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?Orgld=GRA/CCR.1&imageview=0

3. Anti-hail gun test i Himachal Pradesh:

Context:

To help out horticulturists who face crop damage due to hailstorms, the Himachal Pradesh government will
testing the use bindigenously develope® | Rt A f I dzy a Q@

Firstly, what is hail?
Hail isproduced bycumulonimbus cloudswhich are generally large and dark and may cause thunder and
lightning
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In such clouds, winds can blow up the water droptetieights where they freeze into ice. Thieden
droplets begin to fall but are soon pushed back up by the winds and more droplets freeze onto them
resulting in multiple layers of ice on the hails&s.

This fall and rise is repeated several timekthg hailstones become too heavy and falido

What are 'antthail guns'?
An antihail gun isa machine which generates shock waves to disrupt the growth of hailstones in
clouds
It comprises adll, fixed structure somewhat resembling an invertedvés, several metres high, with a
long and narow cone opening towards the sky.
¢ KS 3dzy A& a&ahkBsRe mixiuke ofESy&RAayald airinto its lower chamber,
which releases aheck wave (waves which travel faster than gpeed of sound, such as those
produced by supersonic aircraft).
These shock waves supposestigp water droplets in clouds from turning into hailstonesp shat
they fall simply as raindrops.

But, what is the need? Why is hail a big issue in HP?

Everysummer from March to May, frequent hailstorms in the frgibwing areas of Himachal destroy apples,
pears and other crops, causing massive losses to farmers. In sonpedmalareas such as Narkanda and
Theog the entire apple crop in an orchard snaorretimes get destroyed during such storms.

Insta Curious:
Did you know that Cumulus clouds have the highest liquid water concentrations of any clouds in their upper
portions where the moist air has been liftéhie highest’Read here,

InstaLinks: 4. Apple growing regions in the country.
Prelims Link:
1. Operating mechanism of artiail guns. Linkhttps://indianexpress.com/article/explained/a
2. Conditions favorhle for the formation of nti-hailgunshimachaipradeshhailstormscrop-
hailstorm. damage7344802/lite/.

3. Wha are cumulonimbus clouds?

4. Strong policies on black carbon can sharply cut glacier melt: World Ban
study:

Context:
The world Bank had recently conducted a research study padétrof Black Carbon ovére Himalaya,
Karaloram and Hindu Kush (HKHHM)pountain rangeswhere glaciers are melting faster than the global

average ice mass.
¢ KS NBLRZNI Aa (inadysFlindale Chada, Slakk CapodmnvaBdR 52 VI f wS

Key findings:
Black carbon (B@eposits produced by human activity accelertite pace of glacier and snow melt
in the Himalayan region.
The rate of retreat of HKHKagiers is estimated to be 0.3 metres pesy in the west to 1.0 metre per
year in the east. BC adds to the impact of climate change.
Deposits of BC act in two ways hastening the pace of glacier meledogasimg surface reflectance of
sunlight and by aising air temperature.

Suggestions:

1. Fdl implementation of current policiego mitigate BC can achieve a 23% reduction but enacting new
policies and incorporating them through regional cooperation among castan achieve enhanced
benefits.

2. The rat of retreat can be sharply reduced thrdugew, currently feasible policies by additional
50% from current levels.
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3. Specifically, in the Himalayas, reducing black carbon emissions from cookstoves, diesal @mgine
open burning would have the greatampact and could significantly reducadiative forcing.

About Black Carbon:
BC is a shottived pollutant that igshe secondargest contributor to warming the planet behind carbon
dioxide (CO2).
Unlike othe greenhouse gas emissions, BC is quigklyhed out and can be eliminated from the
atmosphere if emissions stop.
Unlike historical carbon emissions, it is aslocalised source with greater local impact.
It isformed through the incomplete combustiownf fossil fuels, biofuel, and biomass, a@sdmitted in
both anthropogenic and naturally occurring soot.

Sources of black carbon in HKHK regions:

Industry [pimarily brick kilns] and residential burning of solid fuel together account fq6@% of reginal
anthropogenic [marmmade] BC depositig followed by orroad diesel fuels (18%) and open burning (less
GKFIYy o3 Ay |ff aSlraz2zyaoéeéd Ay (KS NBIA2Yy D

Insta Curiais:
See what the Climate and Clean Air Coalition has to say ok ddsgoon:

InstalLinks: Mains Link:
Prelims Link: Examine the impat of Increased percentage of
1. What are Tarballs? Tarballs on Himalayas.
2. Differences between black carbon and
brown carbon. Link:
3. Sources. https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
4. Impacts. ?0rgld=G748KVD1A.1&imageview=0

52 KI i A& GeutbreakinSwrkeypy 2 G Q
Context:

¢ dzNJ & @ Karmarathat connectsthe Black Se#o the
Aegean Sezhas witnessedl KS € I NBSad 2dzio
The sludge haalso been spotted in the adjoinirigjack aml ;
Aegean seas.

What issea sno?
It isa slimy layer of grg or green sludgewhich can
cause considerable damage to the marine ecosystem &
It isformed when algae are overloaded with nutrients.
I WaSI &y 2 (fiest recoled iNBed chuntd In 2007Back then, it was also spotted in the
Aegean Sea ne&@reece.
Overloading of nutrientshappens because of warm weather caused by global warmiatgryollution,
uncontrolled dumping of howhold and industrial waste into the seas etc.

What are the impacts? Concerns?

1. It has spread through the sea southlstanbul and alsblanketed harbours and shorelines.

2. ltis posing a sevefthreat to the marine ecosystem of the countrit has causednass deaths among
the fish population, and also killed other aquatic organisms such as corals and sponges.

3. If unchecled, this can collapse to the bottom and cover the sea floor, causing major damage to the
marine ecosystem.

4. Over a period of time, it cdd end up poisoning all aquatic life, including fishes, crabs, oysters, musse
and sea stars.

5. Besides aquatic lifegK S Wa S+ ay230Q 2dzioNBI1 KlFra Ffaz2z | FFS

6. It can also causen outbreak of waterborne diseasesuch as cholera in cities like Istanbul.
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Steps taken by Turkey to contain its spread:
1. Turkey has decided to declare the entBea of Marmara as a protected area.
2. Steps are being taken to reduce pollution and improeatment of waste water from co&a cities
and ships.
3. A disaster management plan is being prepared.

Insta Curious:
Did you know that Not all algal blooms ararinful, some can actually be beneficiBkad here,

InstalLinks: Mains Lirk:

Prelims Link: Discuss the issues associated with the formation of
1. Whatis a sea snot? sea snots.
2. What are algal blooms?
3. About Black &a. Linkhttps://indianexpress.com/article/explained/e
4. About Aegian Sea. xplainedwhat-is-the-seasnot-outbreakin-turkey-
5. Where is sea of Marmara? 7347989/litel.

6.1  NBFYFUE at QY EA2y8{z0BRSWEESt | YR
Forests):

Context:

These schemes were announcedHgryana Governmenon the occasion of World Environment Day.

What is the Pran Vayu Devta Pension Scheme (PVDPS)?
It is an initiativeto honour all those trees whiclare of the age of 75 years and aboaed have served
humanity throughout their life by producing oxygeeducig pollution, providing shade and so on.
Such trees will be identified throughout the state ahese will be looked after by involving local
people in this scheme.
For maintenance of trees older than 75 yedrs, ¢ LISy aA 2y | Y2 dzy G&givehPer wa  +
yearinthe name of PVDPS.KA &4 WIiNBS LISyaraz2yQ akKlktf O2yidiAyd
the Old Age Samman Pension Sokén the state.
The pension shall be given by the Urban Local Bodies department for the upkeep oeshenstlling
plates, grilles etc.

What is an Oxy Van (Oxygen Forest)?
Oxy Van are identified pieces of land, on which as many as 3 crore toedd be planted.
The Oxy Vans will occupy 10 per cent of the 8 lakh hectares of land across Haryana.
The® vanwill house different varieties of plants and trees.

Insta Curious:
Do you know what Clonal Forestry B2ad Here

InstalLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. About Oxy Vans. Mains Link:
2. About PVDPS. Discuss the need for and significance of these
3. Key features of these schemes. schemes.
4. How is oxygen produced by plants?

Link:https://indianexpress.com/aiitle/explained/whatis-haryanacmsschemefor-pensionfor-trees-oxygen
foreststo-avoidshortagesin-future-7345557/
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7.al KF N aKGNI 320004 LINP LR® SWRK S NGSH/I

GNBSaqQy
Context:

The Maharashtra government has proposed amendmentiédViaharashtra (Urban Areas) Protection and
Preservation ofTrees Act of 1975p introduce provisions for the protgion of WK SNA G 3S (G NB S a

What are heritage trees?

A tree with an estimated age of 50 years or more shall be defined as a heritage tree. It may belong to specific

species, which will be notifieflom time to time.

Why was the concept of heritage treiatroduced?
1. A heritage tree will get special protéah. Compensatory plantation anyone cutting a heritage tree
gAft ySSR G2 LIyl GNBSa Ay (GKS &l YS ydzyo SNa
2. The organizatio planting the compensation trees will also hageensure the survival of the
plantation for seven years andap-tag the trees.
3. In case compensatory plantation is not possitie, tree feller has to pay compensation for the
economic valuation of the tres being felled.

Tree Authority:
1. As per amendments, tree Authority will be formed in local civic bodiesandcils which will take all
decisions regarding the protection of trees.
2. It will have to ensure tree census to be carried out every five yaarg) with counting of heritage

trees.

3. ¢KS ¢NBS ! dziK2NARGE A& Gl a1l SR readanKprotedtiygdheBxistiag. v
2y Saoé

4. A proposal to cut more than 200 trees of age 5 years or more, will be referred to the state tree
authority.

Insta Curious:
Can you recadict the natural sites of India being recognized as\ierld Heritage SitésCheck Here

Link:https://in dianexpress.com/article/explained/explaingdaharashtragovtsproposedamendmentfor-
protection-of-heritagetrees-7354594/lite/.

8. HighLevel Dilogue on Desertification, Land Degradation and Drought
(DLDD):

Context:
HighLevel Dialogue on Desertificatn, Land Degradation and Drought (DLDigs convened recently with
the support ofthe United Nations Convention to Combat Degification (UNCCDio assess the progress
made in fighting land degradation, and map the way forward ohailefforts to revive and restore healthy
land.
PM Modi is the President of the 14th Sessidthe Conference of Parties of United Nations
Conention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD).

Need for a healthy land:

Land is the foundation of our societiesdiis a cornerstone to global food security and environmental health,
zero hunger, poverty eracation and affordable energy. It underpins theesass othe entire 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development.

Challenges:
Df 261 f f & 2y S areAcmorthah T bil®h Nedtake®is dedrddgl Rncluding more
than half of all agricultuddand.
Unless we change how we manage soil, @@ could become degraded by 2050.
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[FYR RSINIRIFIGAZ2Y yS3FGABSt e A Y dinediveihoodsyos.2 BINGR (i
people, 40% of the global population.

It accelerates climate change and biodiversity loss, and contributestmtts, wildfires, involuntary
migration and the emergence of zoonotic infectious diseases.

About UNCCD:
Established in 1994.
It isthe sole legally binding international agrement linking environment and development to
sustainable land management.
ltisi KS 2yfe 02y @SyiAz2y aidSYYAy3a FTNRBY | RANBOIi
21.
Focus area: The Convention addresses specifically the arid, seidiand dry sulhumid areas, known
as the drylands, where some of the most vulnerablesystems and peoples can be found.

Insta Curious:
Did you know that to help publicise the Convention, 2006& RS Of I NBR 4GLY G SNy I GA 2
5SASNIATAOFGAZ2YEK

InstaLinks:

Prelims Link: Mains Link
1. About UNCCD. Differentiate between land degradation and
2. Objectives. desertification? Discuss impact of desertification on
3. Functions. ecology.

9. Children and Digital Dumpsites report:

Context:
The new report, titledChildren and Digital Dumpsitesyas recently released by the WHO.

Keyfindings:
More than18 million childrenand adolescents working atwaste dumpsites in lowand middle
income countries are potentially at the risk of severe health hazards.
They face risk due to discardetectronic devices or @vaste being dumped fronhigh-income
countries.

What are the Concerns?
e-waste contains over 1,000 precious metals and other surests like gold, copper, mercury and polycyclic
aromatic hydrocarbons.
1. The processing is done in lamcome countries, which do not have propefegguarding regulation and
which makes the process even more dangerous.
2. Children are especially preferred &ielse dumpsites because of their small and dexterous hands.
3. Several women, including expectant mothers, also work there. Processiagte exposs them as
well as their children to these toxins, which can lead to premature births and stillbirth.
4. The hazedous impact of working at such sites is also experienced by families and communities that
reside in the vicinity of these-@aste dumpsites.

Volume of water generated across the world:
The volume of avaste generated is surging rapidly across the glétmut 53.6 million tonnes of-aste was
generated in 2019.
Only 17.4 per cent of thiswaste was processed in formal recycling facilitieg st of it was
dumped in low or middleincome countries for illegal processing by informal workers.
This slikely to increase in the coming years because of the rise in the number of smartphones and
computers.

What actually constitutes evaste?
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EWaste is short foElectronicWasteand the term is used to describe old, eofilife or discarded electronic
appliances. lincludes their components, consumables, parts and spares.

Management of ewaste in India:
Laws to manage-e/aste have been in ate in India since 2011, mandating that only authorised dismantlers
and recyclers collect-waste.Ewaste (Management) Rules, 2016as enacted in 2017.

Ewaste Generation in India:

According to the Central Pollution Control Board (CPI@B)a generated more than 10 lakh tonnes afiaste
in 201920, an increase from 7 lakh tonnes in 28 Against this, the #vaste dismantlingapacity has not
been increased from 7.82 lakh tonnes since 2087

Insta Curious:
Do you know the diffe@nce between Brown Goods and White GooBg2dHere

InstalLinks: Mains Link:
Prelims Link: Write a note on ewaste management in India.
1. What is ewaste?
2. Ewaste (Management) Rules, 2016. Link:
3. About the Basel Camention. https://www.downtoearth.org.inhews/health/ove
4. Other Conventions related to e st r-18-million-kids-at-e-waste-dumpsitesfacethreat-
management. of-health-hazardswho-77504

10. Barrierto cyclone storms: Odisha plans to plant mangroves along its

coast:
Context:
The Odisha government has piged to raisanangrove and casuarinas plantation in the coastal belt.
Previously, the mangroves served as a natural barrier to cyclonic wildstarkanika National Park

duringCyclone Yaas

Background:
Odisha is vulnerable to various naturaakters like cyclone, flood, hailstorm, drought due to its unique geo
climaic condition.

What are Mangroves?
Mangroves occur worldwide in the tropics and subtropics, mainly betvetindes 30° N and 30° S, with the
greatest mangrove area with 5° df@ equator.
A mangrove is shrub or smaltree that grows in coastal sak or brackish water.
Mangroves aresalt-tolerant trees, also callechalophytes,and are adapted to live indnsh coastal
conditions.
They contain a complex salt filtration systemd complex root system to cope with salt water
immersion and wave action.
They have blind roots which are calledeumatophoresThese roots help these trees to respire in
anaerobicsoils.
The seeds of Mangrove Forests trees germinate in the treds litstore fallingg This is called
Viviparity mode of reproduction.

Importance of Mangroves:

1. Mangrove roots help to impede water flow and thereby enhance the deposition of sedimantas
(where it is already occurring), stabilise the coastal shgmemsjide a breeding ground for fishes.
Mangroves moderate monsoonal tidéddds and reduce inundation of coastal lowlands.

They prevent coastal soil erosion.
They protect coastal larsdfrom tsunami, hurricanes and floods.
Mangroves enhance the naturaaycling of nutrients.

aprwON
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Mangrove supports numerous florae, avifauna andiivé.

Provide a safe and favourable environment for breeding, spawning, rearing of several fishes.
They suply woods, firewood, medicinal plants and edible plants to local people

They provide numerous employment opportunities to local communitiesaarginents their
livelihood.

© N

Additional information:
On World Environment Day, Bengal Chief Minister MamatzeBee announced that 50 million mangroves
would be planted in the Sutarbans in the near future.
The mega mangrove plantation drive was takéduY I Ay f & (2 O2YLSyalasS ¥
Cyclone Amphan.

Insta Curious:
Have you heard about BlacRed and White Mangroves®ad Here

InstaLinks: 4. Mangroves in India and the world.
Prelims Link: 5. Benefits of Mangroves.

1. About Mangroves.

2. Conditiongor their growth. Mains Link:

3. Features. Discuss the significance of Mangroves.

11. Summit on Green Hydrogen Initiatives:

Context:
India is hosting a summit dareen Hydrogermnitiatives involving the BRICS nations. The event offers a
platform to share their respeate Green Hydrogen initiativesnd views on how to take it to the next level in
their own countries.

The evenwill be anchored by NTPC Ltd , a Maharatna CPSU under the Ministry of Power.

What is green hydrogen?
Hydrogen when produced by electrolysising renewable energy is known as Green Hydrogen which has no
carbon footprint.

Significance of Green Hydreg:
1. Green hydrogen energy is vital for India to meeNtgionally Determined Contribution (INDORargets
and ensure regional and national energy security, access and availability.
2. Green Hydrogen can act as anergy storage option, which would be essential to meet intermittencies
(of renewable energy) in the fute.
3. Interms of mobility, for long diance mobilisations for either urban freight movement within cities and
states or for passengers, Green Hydrogan be used in railways, large ships, buses or trucks, etc.

Applications of green hydrogen:
1. Green Chmicals like ammonia and methanol caredily be utilized in existing applications like
fertilizers, mobility, power, chemicals, shipping etc.
2. GreenHydrogen blending up to 10% may be adopted in CGD networks to gain widespread acceptan

Benefits:
It is a clearburning molecule, which casiecarbonize a range of sectors including iron and steel,
chemicals, and transportation.
Renewable energy thaannot be stored or used by the grid can be channelled to produce hydrogen.

Insta Curious:

Do you know the differences between Green, Blud @ney HydrogenRead HergYou can directly check Page
5)
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12. UNESC downgrade status of Great Barrier Reef; Australia blames
political interference:

Context:
TheUnited Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation commithas recommendethat the
Great Barrier Reeshould be added to a list of AR/ Y IVEoN&EHeritage Sites.

This is because of its dramatic coral decline.

What's the issue now?
However, Australia has opposed this movéijah is part of an ongoing dispute between Unesco and the
Australian government over the status of the icosii.
After Unesco firstdeb& R A G& dAYy RIY3ISNE &0l Gdza AY HamT I
OMMPOYT PHOHOY U HeAlthA YLINP@PAY3I GKS NBSTFQa
However, several bleaching events on the reef in the past five years have caused widespread loss df
coral.
Scientists sathe mainreason is rising sea temperatures as a result of global warming caused by the
burning of fossil fuels.

Australids carbon emissions:

Australia'sreliance on coafired powerY'I { S& Al 2V
conse@l GA DS 3I2@PSNYYSyd KIFa adas
emissionsvould cost jobs.

w»

a
- RT -O1 SR GKS

2 KIFG FNB daAy REFEYASNE 22NIR | SNRAGEFEAS {AGSak

The List of World Heritage in danger is maingal in accordance witArticle 11 (4) of the 1972 World Heritage
Convention.

Objective:The list is designed to inform the international commuyrof conditions which threaten the very
characteristics for which a property was inscribed on the World Hpeitdast, and to encourage coctere
action.

Criteria:

A World Heritage property can be inscribed on the List of World Heritage in Dabhgéne World Heritage
Committeewhen it finds thathe condition of the property corresponds to at least one of tliteria listed.
(Note: The gteria list is exhaustive. However, you need not mug up all of them. Just have a brief overview
here).

Implications:

1. Inscribing a site on the List of World Heritage in Daadjewsthe World Heritage Committee to
allocate immediate assistance from the World Heritage Fund to the endangered property.

2. It alerts the intenational community to these situations in the hoget it can join efforts to save
these endangered sites.

3. It also requires the World Heritage Committee to develop and adopt, in consultation with the State
Party concerned, a programme for corrective rmeges, and subsequently to monitor the situation of
the site.

Some illustrative cases:
Iranian city of BamThe ancient Citadel and surrounding cultural landscape of the Iranian city of Bam, where

2F (1 KS tess peNdaptia but ifs I N
Fadte ol

/

N O

26,000 people lost their lives in the earthquake of DE@SNJ HnnoX ¢l & aAYdz G yS2|dzf

World Heritage List and on the List of World Heritageand®r in 2004. Important international efforts are
mobilized to salvage the cultural heritage of this devastated city.

InstaCurious:
Do you emember the Declaration on World Heritageé@ad Here

InstaLinks:

www.insightsonindia.com 138 InsightslAS



http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://en.unesco.org/about-us/introducing-unesco
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/03/07/what-causes-coral-bleaching-at-the-great-barrier-reef/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/03/07/what-causes-coral-bleaching-at-the-great-barrier-reef/
https://whc.unesco.org/en/158/
https://whc.unesco.org/en/committee/

Prelims Link: 5. What are mixed world Heritage sites?
1. About the Great Barrier Reef, location and

significance. Mains Link:
2. What is a World Heritage site? What is Coral bleaching? Howstaffecting coral
3. What are sits "in Danger"? reefs across the world. Discuss.

4. What is the tentative list?

Link:https://www.thehindu.com/news/interndional/great-barrierreef-shouldbe-listed-asin-dangerun-
committee-recommends/article34897826.ece/amp/

13. UN land conservation award:

Context:
Shyam Sundar Jyani, a Rajastbased climate activist, has won the prestigitirsited Nations' Land for Léf
Award for his environment conservation concefamilial Foestry.

What is familial forestry?
Familial Forestry mearigansferring the care dtrees and environment in the familgo that a tree becomes a
part of the family's consciousness.

Placing damily at the cornerstone of society, the concept ensures the success of any social campaig

About the Land for Life Award:
1. Launched athe UNCCD COP (Conference of Parties) 10 in 2011.
2. ltis considered athe world's highest rewardegarding land caservation and restoration.
3. ltisorganised by UNCCD every two years.
4. This year's themavas "Healthy Land, Healthy Lives".

About United Natiors Convention to Combat Desertification:

Established in 1994.

It isthe sole legally bindingnternational ageement linking environment and development to sustainable
land management under the UN.

It isthe only convention stemming from a direct recommngeR | G A2y 2F (G KS wAiz2 /
21
Focus areasThe Convention addresses specific#itiie arid, semarid and dry sulhumid areas, known
as the drylands, where some of the most vulnerable ecosystems and peoples can be found.
Insta Curious:
Do you know, the decade 20128 is The UN Decade of Family FarmiRg&d Here
InstaLinks: 2. wA2 [/ 2yFSNByOSQa ! 3§

Prelims Link: 3. About United Nations' Land for Life Award.
1. About UNCCD.

Mains Link:
Differentiate between land degradation and desertification? Discuss impact of desertificatiocology.

14. Climate crisis to hit sooner than feared:
Context:

A landmark draft report was recently releasedib S | b Qa Of A Yels(rke repddifasSnit9& | R
been officially released. It is, however, designedfluence critical policy deisions.

Highlights of the report:

Climate change will fundamentally reshape life on Eaiththe coming decades, even if humans can tame
plang-warming greenbuse gas emissions.
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Impacts:Species extinction, more widespread disease, unliveable heasystem collapse, cities menaced by
rising seas- these and other devastating climate impacts are accelerating and bound to become painfully
obvious by 2050.

Caocern:Dangerous thresholds are closer than once thought, and dire consequences stemmirtgtades
of unbridled carbon pollution are unavoidable in the short term.

Food insecurityTens of millions more people are likely to face chrdminger by 2050and 130 million more
could experience extreme poverty within a decade if inequality is atiolweleepen.

In 2050, coastal cities on the "frontline" of the climate crisigll see hundreds of millions of people at risk
from floods and ineasingly frequat storm surges made more deadly by rising seas.

Water scarcity:Some 350 million more peoplving in urban areas will be exposed to water scarcity from
severe droughts at 1.5 degrees Celsius of warmid@0 million at two degrees Cals.

About the Scientific Advisory Board of the United Nations Secret&gneral:
The UN Secretaf§generalannounced the creation of the Scientific Advisory Board on 24 September 2013,
during the inaugural meeting of the Hidlevel Political Forum on &ainable Develpment.
Composition:It will comprise renowned scientists representing various fields of mhtsocial and
human sciences.
The central functiorof the Board will be to provide advice on science, technology and innovation (ST
for sustanable development to the UN SecretaBeneral and to Executive Heads of UN organizations.

Insta Curious:
Do you know what Super Pollutants or Eens are?

Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?QadrGNS8MTULF.1&imageview=0

15. Antarctic Treaty:

Context:
23 June 202460th anniversary of he entry into force ofthe Antarctic Treaty(23 June 1961).

Significance of the treaty:
1. Negotiated during the middle of the Cold War by 12 countries with Antarctic interests, it rethains
only example ofa single treaty that governs a whole continent.
2. ltis also the foundation ad rulesbased international orér for a continent without apermanent
population.

But, the treaty was negotiated in a very different era and is it still relevant today?

Whilethe Antarctic Treaty has been able to successfully respond to a range of challenges, circumstances aile

radicdly different in the 2020s gapared to the 1950s.
1. Antarctica is much more accessible, partly due to technology but also climate change.
2. More cowntries now have substantive interests in the continent than the original 12.
3. Some global resources are becomniscarce, especially oil.
4, TKSNBE A& |faz2 dzyOSNIlAyde la 2 [/ KAYylFQa AyaSy
became a consudtive party in 1985.
5. This will inevitably result in increased attention being given to the potential forréintamining to take
place sonetime in the future.
Therefore, Calls to revisit the prohibition on Antarctic mining would seem inevitable.

About the Antarctic Treaty:
Signed between 12 countries in Washington on 1st December 1959 for making the Aranctinent a
demilitarized bne to be preserved for scientific research only.
The twelve original signatorieare Argentina, Australia, Belgiug@hile, France, Japan, New Zealand,
Norway, South Africa, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, the UKead&.
The treatyentered into force in 1961 and currently has 54 parties
HeadquartersBuenos Aires, Argentina.
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For the purposes of the tréxa system Antarctica is defined as all of the land and ice shelves south of 60°S
latitude.

Provisions:
1. Antarctica shall be used for peaceful purposes only(Art. I).
2. Freedom of scientific investigation in Antarctica and cooperation toward that endcsivaihue(Art.
.
3. Scientific observations and results from Antarctica shall be exchanged and madeaegkigle (Art.
).
4. Article IV effectively seeks to neutralise territorial sovereignty in Antarctica.
5. The treaty also put a freeze on any dismiteetween claimants over their territories on the continent.

Antarctic Treaty System:
As disputes haverigen over the years, many have been addressed through the expansion of the treaty
framework with these agreements. This framework is now referred o G KS & ! yiF NOGA O ¢

The Antarctic Treaty system is made up of four major internation&eaggnts:
1. The 1959 Antarctic Treaty.
2. The 1972 Convention for the Conservation of Antarctic Seals.
3. The 1980 Convention on the Conservation of Artterldarine Living Resources.
4. The 1991 Protocol on Environmental Protection to the Antarctic Treaty.

Insta Gurious:
52 @2dz (y26 lo2dzi LYyRAL Q&-Mait & BraradSn\intardtieafdad HetdS & S |- N
Instalinks:
Prelims Link: Mains Link:
1. About the Antarctic Treaty. Discuss the objectives of the Antarctic Treaty. Is it
2. About the Anarctic Treaty System. relevantstill today? Discuss.

3. India's missions in the Arctic and Antarctic.

16. India faces numerous challenges in its bid to ban sirggeplastics:
Context:

The Indian governmet is planning to phase ogingleuse plasticdeading to complete elimination. But
concerns revolve around the availabilityaifernatives and plastic waste management systems.

Background:
In 2019, the Union government in a bidftee India of singleuse plastics by 2022ad laid out a muki
ministerial plan to discaage the use ofiagle-use plastics across the country.

The strategy:
A government committee has identified the single use plastic (SUP) itebesbanned based on an index of
their utility and environmental impact. It has proposed a thistage ban:
1. The first categoy of SUP items proposed to be phased out are plastic sticks used in balloons, flags,
candy, icecream and ear buds, and thermodbht is used in decorations.
2. The second category, proposed to be banned from July 1, 20%2udes items sth as plates, cuf
glasses and cutlery such as forks, spoons, knives, straws, trays; wrapping and packing films used in
sweet boxes; invitationards; cigarette packets; stirrers and plastic banners that are less than 100
microns in thickness.
3. A third caegory of prohibtion is for nonwoven bags below 240 microns in thickness. Tipsaposed
to start from September next year.

Challenges ahead
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1. Itis not going to be an easy task given that close to 26,000 tons of plastic waste is generated across
India every day, ofvhich more than 10,000 tons stays uncollected.
2. A significant amount of plastic ends up in rivers, oceans and landfills.

What needs to be done?
1. The government has to do a thorough economic and environmentallzostfit analysis.
2. The pan has to take into account social and economic impacts for the ban to be successful.
3. We need better recycling policies because resources ape @ad there needso be a much broader
strategy.

Insta Curious:
Do you know about Plastic eating Bacter@eh it solve the rising problem of Plastic pollutiBe@d Here

InstalLinks: 3. India's targets.

Prelims Link: 4. Other countries which are planning to
1. What are single use plastics? phase out the use of single use plastics.
2. Uses.

Topics: Disaster and management.
1. DMAct is of 2005 vintage, was first enforced during pandemic:

Context:

Former Chief Secretary of West Bendalpan Bandyopadhyay was recently served a shause notice by the
Union Home Ministry undeBection 51 of the Disaster Management (DM) Act, 2008nishable by
imprisonment of up to two years or a fine or both.

What's the issue?

The officer abstainedimself from the review meeting taken by Prime Minister Narendra Modi at cyelone
affected Kalaikundm West Bengal on May 28. This way he hasdtea manner tantamount to refusing to
comply with lawful directions of the Central Government and is thoktive of Section 51 (b).

Section 51 of the Disaster Management (DM) Act, 2005:

The Section pcribestt LJdzy A a KY Sy & F2 NJ 2l to &amplyladiit ahy2difectiorF givéil byNds oh dza |

behalf ofthe Central government or the State government or M&tional Executive Committee or the State
Executive Committee or the District Authority under thet. A
It saygthat violation shall be punishablavith imprisonmentfor a term that may extend to one year or
with a fine or bothupon conviction.
ltaddsthai A F aadzOK NBFdzalt G2 O2YLi & 6A0GK RANBOI
thereof, $all on conviction be punishable with imprisoant for a term which may extend to two
8SINEE D

Recent uses of this Section:
Through the particular provisip the Home Ministry madspitting in public a punishable offence in
April last year.
al RS amS2NAYFOS Yl ala Ay LddzofAO LI I OSa YI yRI U
On March 30, 2020, when thousands of migrants gathered at the Anand Vihar railway station in Delh
due to the sidden announcement of the countrywide lockdown, two Delhi government officers were
suspended and tw others were served shogause notice by theedtre underthe Act for dereliction
of duty.

Background:

The DM Act, 2005, came into existence after th@£2&unami.

On March 24, 2020, the Centre, throutjie National Disaster Management Authority (NDA) headed by the
Prime Minister,invoked the povisions of the Act to streamline the management of the pandemic,
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empowering district magistrates to take dsicins and centralise other decisions on the supply of oxygen and
movement of vehicles.
The Act habeen extended across the country till Junezd it is enforced by the Home Ministry.

For details on the DM Act, refdrttps://www.insightsonindia.com/2021/04/27/diastermanagemenact-2/.

Instal inks:
Prelims Link: Mains Link:
1. Whatis DM Act? Is the Disaster Management A@005, iHsuited to
2. Bodies established under this act. be the main economic law of the country? Analyse
3. Composition of NDMA. the need fora pandemic law in the cuent
4. Powers of states and cemtunder DM act. situation facing the world.
5. What is a notified disaster?
6. Functions of NDRF. Linkhttps://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
7. About Liquid oxygen and its uses. rticle?0rgld=GRK8KP5R0.1&imageview=0

Topics: Role of external state and non -state actors in creating challenges to internal
security.

1. Unlawful Activities Prevéion Act, 1967:

Context:

Delivering a judgment defining the contours of the otherwise "vadgbettion 15 ofhe Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act, 196 7(UAPA) a division bench of the Delhi High Court has laid down some important
principles upon themposition ofSection 15, 17 & 18 of the Act.

What's the case?

The issueame up while granting bail to Délfiots accused who faced charges for being part of a "larger
conspiracy" duringhe anti-Citizenship (Amendment) Act, 20J#otests which eruptednto violence resulting
in deaths across Nortkast Delhi.

Sections 15, 17 and 18 of UAPA:
1. S. 15engraftsthe offenceof 'terrorist act'.
2. S. 17 layslownthe punishmentfor raising funds for committing a terrorist act.
3. S. 18 engrafts the offence giunishment for conspiracy etc. to commit a terrorist act oy act
preparatory to commit a terrorist act'.

Key observations made by the court:

1. "Terrorist Act" Should not be used lightly so as to trivialise them.

2. Terrorist activity is that which travebeyond the capacity of law enforcement agencies to deal with
under ordinary penal law. The court relied tihre Supreme Court's decision in the case of Hitendra
Vishnu Thakur.

3. Every terrorist may be a criminal but every criminal cannot be labelled tstr@titendra Vishnu
Thakur judgment).

4. Terrorist acts shouldot be equated with the usual law and order ptetm in the state.

5. "Terrorist Act" Can't Be Casually Applied To Cases Falling Within Conventional Offences Under IPQ.

Implications of this judgnent:
1. With this, the court has raised the bar for the Stadebbok an individual for terrorism under the UAP
2. It also points out alleged misuse of the UAPA against individuals in cases that do not necessarily fal
GKS OFGS3I2NE 2F AGOSNNRNRAYE Ol asSao
3. This caution is significant given the sharp surge inthéssati dza S 2 F (KA & LINR JA
of alleged offences against tribals in Chhattisgarh, those using social media through proxy servers i
Jammu and Kashmir; and journalists in Mamipmong others.

Background:
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A total of 1126 cases were ristered under UAPA in 2019, a sharp rise fror 892015.

For more about UAPA, refettps://www.insightsonindia.com/2021/01L2/uapa/.

InstaCurious:
Do you know a few International gal Instruments to prevent Terrorist Act82ad herdRead at the surface,
Need not read in depth)

Instalinks: 4. Changes brought about by amendments in
Prelims Link: 2004 and 2019.
1. Definition of unlawful activity. 5. Can foreign nationals be charged under the
2. Powers of Centre under the act. act?

3. Isjudicial review gulicable in such cases?

Mains Link:
Doyou agree that the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Amendment Act could prove catastrophic for
fundamental rghts? Is sacrificing liberty for national security justifi@i®cuss and provide for your opinion.

Link:https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/delHiigh-court-callsout-misuseof-uaparaises
bar-for-state-to-slapterror-tag-7360779/lite/.

Topics: Challenges to internal security through communication networks, role of media and
social networkin g sitesin internal security challenges, basics of cyber security; money-
laundering and its prevention

1. National Security Act (NSA), 1980:

Context
A petition was filed in the Supreme Court to invdke National Security Act (NSA&painst hoarding,
profiteering, adulteration and blaekarketing of COVHR9 esgntials, including drugs and equipment.

Background:

Thousands of EWS and BPL citizgeslying on the streets, in vehicles, in hospital compounds and their
homes due to hoarding of hospital be@slulterated COVID medicines, black marketing of medupaipment
like oxygen cylinders and huge profiteering in the sale okbfé@ng injectins like Remdesivir, Tocilizumab,
SG0d¢é ¢KSNBEF2NBX (KSaS | OGa aKo?2dbepunigh&. G { Sy dzL) 3

About the National Security AGiNSA):
The NSA ia preventive detention law.
Preventive Detention involves the detainment itainment) of a person in order to keep him/her from
committing future crimes and/or from escaping future pegsition.
Article 22 (3) (b) of the Constitutioallows for preventive detention and restriction on personal liberty for
reasons of state securignd public order.

Article 22(4)states that:
No law providing for preventive detention shall authorise tleehtion of a person for a longer period than
three months unless:

An Advisory Board reports sufficient cause for extended detention.
The 44th Amadment Act of 197&as reduced the period of detention without obtaining the opinion of an
advisory board fronthree to two months. However, this provision hagst yet been brought into force, hence,
the original period of three months still continues.

Period of Confinement:

The maximum period for which one may be detained is 12 months. But the term can beledtié the
government finds fresh evidence.
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A pason can be held for 10 days without being told the charges against them. The person can appe
before a high court advisory board but will not be allowed a lawyer during the trial.

Concerns associated ti the misuse of this law:
Article 22 (1) of thdndian Constitutionsays an arrested person cannot be denied the right to consult,
and to be deénded by, a legal practitioner of his choice.
According toSection 50 of the Criminal Procedure Code (CR&@)person arrested has to be
informed of the gromds of arrest and has the right to bail.
However,under National Security Acrhone of these ghts are available to the person detained. The
government holdghe right to conceal information which it coriders to be against public interest to disclose.

Insta Curious:
Do you know what Civil Law and Common Law B@&2d here

Instalinks:
Prelims Link: Mains Link:
1. Who can invoke NSA? What is theNational security act? Why is it termed
2. Appeab against preventive detention? as a dracnian law? Discuss.
3. Right to be informed the reason for arrest
under this? Link:
4. Applicability of Constitutional rights in this https://epaper.thehindu.contHome/MShareArticle
regard. ?0rgld=GJ98KIJOIl.1&imageview=0

5. The writs under the constitution.

2. What loss of safe harbour means for Twitter?

Context:
According to some media reports, Twitter has lostritermediary statusin India over norcompliance othe
new IT ruleghat came into effecton May 26.

What does intermediary status mean?
As perSection 2 (1) of the Information Technology Aen ntermediary is a person/entity that receives, stores
and transmits information or provides service for transmission of information.
This includegelecom service providers, network service providers, internet service providers, search
engines, online payent sites, onlineauction sites, onlingnarketplaces and even cyber cafes.
Please noteintermediary status is not a registratiogranted by thegovernment.

Benefits of this status:

Intermediaries like Twitter are protected und8ection 79 of the Infomation Technology Acthat states that
they cannot be held liable for the third partgontent published on their platformas long as they complyith
the legal order to take down content from courts or other authorities.

What is safe harbour protection?
/| 2Y&ARSNE | dzaSNNa G¢SSGa 32 A Ndddrsafk yamoutipkotedtionNS & ¢
Twitter cannot be held liable jusbecause of itHowever, they will have to take down the content if they get a
legal order from the court or ahorities. This is what termed asfe harbour protection.

How does this impact Twier, then?
In the short run, since the protection accordEdTwitter under Section 79 of the IT Act is now gone, it opens
up the platform to the possibility of any aradl penal action that is likely to be taken against it as a publisher of
content.
Ths means that if someone puts out any content on Twitter leads to some form of violence, or
violates any Indian law with respect to content, not only the person kgt put out the tweet will be
held responsible, even Twitter will be legally liabletfee content as it no longer has the protection.
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Who will decide intermediary status?
It is the courts, not the government, who will decide on whether Twitter or peeial media intermediaries
can lose this status under law.

Why do platforms wantsafe harbour?
Platforms such as Twitter and Facebook, wiatie millions of users, argue that they cannot possibly be aware
of every post, just as the managing directdrAmazon does not always know all the items being sold on the
online marketplace.
As a result, they cannot be held liable. Removing safe harpmtections would mean that the
platforms have to actively police and sensor whatever content is availaiesir services, which in
turn could violate free speech and other fundamental rights

What is the argument against safe harbour?
¢ K S NB @umertt Wiat by using ranking algorithms to determine what gets seen on their platforms, these
firms are makig editorial judgements.

InstaCurious:
Do you know what passivetermediaries areRead Here

Instal inks: Mains Link:
Prelims Link: What are the concerns being raised against the
1. Ovaview of the new rules. new IT rules? Discuss vetp address these
2. Who are intermediaries as per the concens.
definition?
3. What is safe harbour protection? Linkhttps://indianexpress.com/article/explained/t
4. Grievance redressal mechanism as witter-india-governmentguidelinesit-act-
provided under the new rules. 7361779/litel.

Topics: Security challen ges and their management in border areas; linkages of organized
crime with terrorism.

1. A year after Galwan clash

Context One year anniversary since the Galwan clash between Chinese and Indian armed forces

Background

1 India and Cima share a bordethat is more thar8,440km (2,100 miles) long and have overlapping
territorial claims.

1 In 2020,Indian and Chinese armies weceked in a tense stardff at three points along the Line of
Actual Controlt the Galwan River Valley, Hot 8ygs area and thedhgong Lake

1 Even as India and China were engaged in militawel talks and in controlled engagement,
there was a violent fasoff between the army troops of both sides Galwan Valley in Eastern
Ladakh region.

The strategic importane of Galwan River Valley (GRV):

1 TheGalwan River is the highest ridgelirend it allows the Chinese to dominatee Shyok route
passeswhich isclose to the river.

9 It liesalong the western sector of the LAC and close to Aksai Ghitisputed area claied by India
but controlled by China.

Why tensions suddenly rose in this area?

9 India is trying to construct a feeder road emanating frbarbukShyok Village¢ Daulat Beg Odi road
(DSDBO road).

1 Thisroad runs along the Shyok Rivand is the most criticdine of communications close to LAC.
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1 Hence, Chinese were keen on controlling this area as they fear that the Indian side could end up
threateningtheir position onthe Aksai Chin plateaby using theiver valley.

What actions has China taken since tlggent? 7 ' CHINA

1 PLA hasuilt additional accommodation in the depth areas i ‘(PAKISTANI- ,_
along the LAC on its side and is preparing for establishing alo = ADMNSTERED . g
haul presencén the area T, TR il /?é;ﬁec; .

9 Troopsare being rotated inthese areas pthe Chinese el 7 adninistered)

1 China is alstensifying construction wok behind the main i l l_. /
confrontation points in theAksai Chin ‘ S

1 Small arms exerciswas conducted by the PLA in Tibet. In this Lo N
exercise, PLA soldiers reetrained in antitank rocket launchers, LA e
grenade lauchers, antiaircraft machine guns and other PAKISTAN T
weapons

1 Reports have also indicated that China has deployledgrange rocket artilleryin the border region
at an altitude of 5200 m

Disengagement proess since last one year after the tense staoid
9 India and China have so far hdld rounds of military talls for disengagement and descalationin

Eastern Ladakh since the staofl began in May last year.

LYRAFQa FAY AY lthe festoinfios af Satud qubahté of Apkil202® S Sy

Both the si@s haveagreed to and actually disengaged from the fingareason the North Bank of

Pangong Tso.

1 Both sides have alsemptied the heights of the Kailash ranges the South Bank where Indian Army
was h an advantageous position.

1 There has beeno progressn the talks fordisengagement at Gogra and Hotsprings well as in
Demchok and the strategic Depsang Valley.

T
1

InstaCurious:
Have you heard of Ice Stupas aidhak?Read Here

Instalinks

Prelims links
1. Geographical position of all areas which were point of contention between the two armies
2. Important geographical features in these areas. Ex: Rivers, mountain valleys etc

Mains links

Discuss the steps taken by Ghimnd India to descahte the border tension which occurred in 2020.

Topics: Various Security forces and agencies and their mandat e.

1. Chief of Defence Staff:

Context:
Chief of Defence Statb chair important meetingo sort out issues on theatre command.
The meeting is called to iron out the differences on issue of the structure dftibatre Commands.

Background:
The war fighting structure of the Armed Forces (Army, Air Force and Navy) is being reorganitdezhingo
commands withan aim to have the assets of all three forces under one commander responsible for all
operations under his theatre.
At present, the tree armed forces have together 17 commands with Army and Air Force having seve
commands each andavy has three commands.

Readthis to know moreabout theatre commands.

About CDS:
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He will be the singl@oint military adviser to the government as suggestedhgyKargil Review
Committeein 1999.

He will bea Fourstar General.

CDS acts dabe permanent Chairman of the Chiefs of Staff Commitielich will also have three
service chiefs as members.

His core function will be to foster greater operational synergy between the three sdmaoehes of
the Indian military and keep inteservice frictions to a minimum.

Conditions:
Not eligible tohold any Government office after demitting the office@DS.
No private employment without prior approval for a period of five years after dimgithe office of
CDs.

Roles and functions:

1. / 5{ gAff LINPOXRSYHXBEAYENES EenRdjactsgnerdydn piarftisg, 32 GSNY Y
procurements and logigts in the armed forces.

2. It will ensure integration of landir-sea operations through theventual setting up of theatre
commands.

3. The CDS will also function as the military advisor to thdd@M\uclear Command Authority,as also
have direct command dfi-Service organizations to handle the new warfare domains of space and
cyberspace.

4. He will function as the Principal Military Adviser to the Defence Minister and also as the Permanent
Chairman, Chkfs of Staff Committee (COSC).

5. The CDS will be membef Defence Acquisition Council and Defence Planning Committee.

Insta Curious:
Do you kiow what Theatre of War & Theatre of Operations aread Here

Mains Link:

InstalLinks: Discusghe needfor and significance of theatre
Prelims Link: commandas.

1. About CDS.

2. Roles and functions. Link:https://www.thehindu.com/todayspaper/tp-

3. Powers. national/cdsto-chairmeet-on-theatre-

4. What are theatre commands? commands/article34897239.ece
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GENERAL STUDHES

1. A Model Panchayat Citizens Charter:

Context:
AModel Panchayat Citizens Charter/ framewofr delivery of the services across the 29 sectors, aligning
actions with localise@ustainable DevelopmdrGoals (SDGs)vas released recently.
It has been prepared by the Ministry of Panchayati Raj (MoPR) ibh@atson with National Institute
of Rual Development & Panchayati Raj (NIRDPR).

Significance:

The Citizen Charter would ensure transparent affdctive delivery of public services for sustainable
development and enhanced citizen service experiencespdning inclusive and accountable LioSalf
Governments by incorporating diverse views while designing and delivering services.

Need for:
Parchayats constitute the third tier of government in the rural areas and represent the first level of
Governmentinteraction for over 60 per cent of éhindian populace.
Panchayats are responsible for delivery of basic services as enshrinedanticler243G of the
Constitution of Indig specifically in the areas of Health & Sanitation, Education, Nutrition, iBgink
Water.

About Citizens' Charters:
Citizens' Charters initiativés a response to the quest for solving the problems which a citizen
encountes, day in and day out, while dealing with the organisations providing public services.
The concept of Citizes' Charter enshrinehe trust betweenthe service provider and its users.
The concept wafrst articulated and implemented in the United Kingun in 1991.

Six principles of the Citizens Charter movement as originally framed, were:

() Quality: Improing the quality of services.

(i) Choce : Wherever possible.

(iii) Standards :Specify what to expect and how to act if standards are not met.
(iv) Value: For the taxpayers money.

(v) Accountability : Individuals and Organisations.

(vi) Transparency.

In Indi
¢
I
I
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FACTS FOR PRELIMS

1. Litoria mira:

They arenew frog speciesliscoveed recently in the rainforests ddew
Guinea.They arechocolate coloured.
The name igspired by the Latin adjective mirumyhich meansurprised
orstrangea G SYYAyYy 3 FNRBY (GKS a0ASydArad(dg
undescribed member of the pdominately Australian Litoria genus of tree
frogs.
Litoria miracan be distinguished from all other Litoria by its unique
combination of moderately largsize, webbing on hand, relatively short and robust limbs, and small
violet patch of skin on the edg# its eyes.

Please notethail KS A &flyR 2F bS¢g DdzZAyStk A& &aSLI NIGSR FNER

2. Central Board of Direct Taxe80LI):

The Union government has appointed J.B. Mohapatra as the interim chief of the Central BDaetbTaxes
(CBDT) for three months.
About CBDT:

1. Itisa statutory bodyestablished as pahe Central Board of Revenue Act, 1963.

2. ItisL y RA I il Snareidl &ckiod task force unit.

3. Itis administered byhe Department of Revenue under the Misiry of Fknance.

3. Sinovac COWI® vaccine:
The World Health Organization has approvee Sinovac COVHDI vaccine for emergency usé&his is

thesecond KAy SaS @FOOAYS (2 NBOSAGS GKS 21 hQa 3INBS

Last monthSinopharmbecamethe first Chinese vaccine toebapproved by the WHO.
The listing paves the way for countries to quickly approve and import a vaccine for distribution,
especially those statasithout an internationalstandard regulator of their own.

4. Who are UN Special Rapporteurs?
They areéndeperdent experts working orbehalf of the United NationsThey work on a country or a thematic
mandate specified bthe United Nations Human Rights Gocil.
They have mandates to report and advise on human rights (civil, cultural, economic, political, and
sodal) from a thematic ocountry-specific perspective.
Rapporteurgdo not receive any financial compensation for their work from the United Natson

5. Justice A.K. Mishra to head NHRC:

Former Supreme Court judge Arun Kumar Mishra will be new chairpefdba blational Human Rigts
Commission (NHRC).

The appointment was made by the selection panel consistind?aime Minister, Home Minister, Deput
Chairman of the Rajya Sabha, Lok Sabha Speaker and the Leader of Opposition.

NHRC, established in 1993aisindependenstatutory body as per the provisions dfe Protection of Human
Rights Act of 1993

For details on NHRC, refétips://www.insightsonindia.con2020/09/18/nationakhuman-rights-commission
nhrc/.

6. AmbIiTAG:
AmbiTAGSLYRA Qa FTANRG AYRAISYy2dza G SYLISME GdzZNBS R
It is an Internetof-Things (1oT) device that records réiahe ambient temperature during the
transpottation of perishable prducts, vaccines and even body organs and blood.
Developed byIT Ropar.
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7. Tulsa Race Massacre of Majne 1921:

It is ore of the worst incidents of violemtcial hate in the US' modern hlstory.
It involved widespread killinga iTulsa, Oklahoma, targeting o
relatively wellto-do African Americans, and the extensive damage®
to their property by white mobs. |
Tulsawas especidy known for being an unofficial sanctuary city fo
African Americansuffering the consequences of harsh segation
or Jim Crow laws in previl rights America. It was also calledlzes
G. 101 2+ttt {GNBSGé¢ 2F GKS ! d

Why in News?

U.S. President Jdgiden recently becamthe first sitting American head of state to officiallgecognise the

incident.

8. Teaches Eligibility Test:

Teachers Eligibility Test is the minimum qualificatiequired in India for a person to be eligible for
appointment as a tacher for Classes | to VIII.
The test isnandatory for teaching jobs in Indin government schools.
The TETsiconducted by both the central and state governments of India.
The test is conducted to meet the objectivegioé Right of Children to Free andompulsory
Education Act, 2009.
Why in News?
TheMinistry of Educatiorhas extended the validity of the Telgers Eligibility Test (TET) qualifying certificate
from seven years to life with retrospective effect from 2011.

9. SAGE Portal:

TheMinister of Social Justice and Empowermetaunchedthe SAGE (Seniorcare Aging Growth Engine)
initiative and SAGE portél 2 & dzLJLJ2 NI LY RAF Q& St RSNI & LISNE2Yya®
¢CKS LRNIFT-agrid @OOSKAAE22TF St RS NF cedildl stddbps.LINE R dz
The stat-ups selected under SAGE will be those which will provide new innovative products and
services to elderly pspns in various areas like health, travel, finance, legal ,housing, food among
others.
The Ministry of Social dtice & Empowerment will act adfacilitator for this scheme.
A fund of uptoRs.1 crore as otieme equity will be granted to each selectedstup.

10. Operation Sagar Aaraksha Il:
Indian Coast Guard (ICG), in coordination with Sri Lankan authoritebelea tirelessly engaged in figig a
major fire onboard the Chemical laden container ve$$é|X-Press Pearnchored off Colombo since 25a\1
2021.
This coordinated joint operation undertaken to respond to potential environmental danger has been
christened assagar Aarakshd.

11. INSSandhayak:

It is Hydrographic survey ship, the first of its class
indigenously designed and built.
It wasdecommissined recently after 40 years of service.
The ship had undertaken approximately 200 major
hydrographic surveys and numerous minor suszey
The ship has also been an active participant in many significant
operationssuch as:
1. Op Pawarg assistinghe Indian Peace Keeping Force in Sri Lanka in 1987.
2. Op Rainbow rendering humanitarian assistance post 2004 Tsunami.
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3. Participation in the maien jointinde! { | ! 5w 9 E-§ NDAHzZX BIK @dA I SNJ

12. Tiananmen square massacre:
Context:32nd anniversary of thevent wasobserved recently.
What happened?
OnJune 4, 198hinese troops cracked down pro-democracy protesterd NP dzy R . SA2Ay 3Qa| ¢ A
Square. No official death toll has ever been released, but rights groups estimate hundreds, if not thousands
were killed
The protests were primarily studeted demonstrations calling for democracy, free speech and a free
press in China.

13. World Environrent Day:

Observed on thé&th of Juneannually to encourage awareness and environmental protection.
The Unitel NationsAssembly established World Environment Day9i2, which was the first day of
the Stockholm Conference on the human environment.
Howener, it was first observed in the United States in 1974 with the themieh yt @ 2y S S| NI K
The theme of World Bvironment Day 2021s 'Reimagine. Recreate. Restore.' The theme is based on
the UN Decade on Ecosystem Restoratiarich will be launched by thenited Nations this year.
Pakistanwill bethe global host for 2021.

14. YounTab scheme:

LadakhLt Governor hs launched the YounTab schefoestudents in the Union Territory to encourage

digital learning.
Under the scheme, 12,300 tablets with domded online and offline content, including textbooks,
video lectures and online class applications, would beiligied to government school students from
Class 6th to 12th.

15. CBSE collaborates with Microsoft to introduce Coding & Data Scienceg in

schools:
(BSHas collaborated with Microsoft to introduce Coding and Data Science in schools for classes 6 {o
12.
The® new subjects will be introduced in 2022 academic session.

16. I-Familia:

It isa Global database to identify missing persons.

Launched by l=rpol.

It can identify missing persons through family DNA and help the police solve cold cases in member
courtries.

17. Surakshit Hum Surakshit Tum Abhiyaan:

NITI Aayog & Piramal Foundation have launcBedhkshit Hum Surakshit Tum Abhiyaan112 Aspirational
Districts
Campaign Will Pvide Covid Hom€are Support to 20 Lakh Citizens.
The Abhiyaalis being part of a special initiativAspirational Districts Collaborativen which local
leaders, civil societies and volunteers work with district administrations to address emergirigrpsob
across key focus areas of the Aspirational Districts Pnoge
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18. Operation Pangea XIV:
A record number of fake online pharmacies
have be@& shut down under Operation
Pangea XIV targeting the sale of counterfei
and illicit medicines and medical mhacts.

PANGEA'XIV

The operation coordinated b)NTERPOL o w113093
involved police, customs and health i

regulatory authoities from 92 countries.
It resulted in 113,020 web links including

websites and online marketplaces being roice o 23 towommior

closed down or removed, the highest LIRS

number since the first Operatn Pangea in 500900
2008.

19. Gl certifiednangoes in News:

Sixteen varieties of mangoes including three Gl

certified \ari_eties exported to Bahrain from West DiFPevent
Bengal & Bihar. ;/it/'r"@f"eses
These iglude Gl certifie&hirsapati & Expom‘?ed

Lakshmanbhog (West Bengal), Zardalu Ao
(Bihar).

20. CES$ and Ladakh sign an MoU to make the Union Tergtnon

neutrat
Convergence Energy Services ltedi(CESL)as signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with the
Administration of Union Territory (UT) cddakh, to make it a clean and green UT.
CESL is a wholly owned subsidiary of Energy Efficiency Services Limited (EESIistigesf Power.

21. YUVA: PYi$ a)\y'AéuSN.né {éKSYs C2 NI asyi

Itis a national Scheme For Mentoring Young @
Auth2 NEQ (2 Sy O2dz2NI IS &2
writing skills.
This scheme will ensure creating a pool of authors
of below 30 years who are reatly express
themselves and project India on any international
platform, as well as it will help in projectingdian | , !
culture and literature globally. g T A a8 i

22. Addu Atoll:
Located in I_\/Ialdives._ o . | [__

Apart from its strategic location in the Indian Ocean, Addu is the
second largest city in the archipelago, home to over 30,000 people

70k BOE

10N
SRI L

Why in News? MALDIVES

President Ibrahim Mohamed Slolhas said that the Maldives has made no .

decision on opening an Indian cortesie in its southern Addu Atoll. S
Chagos
Archipelaao/

23. Indo-Thai CORPAT:
The 31st editia of thelndia-Thailand Coordinated Patrol (Inddhai CORPAT) between the Indian Navy and
the Royal Thai Navis being held.
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24,

25.

Argostemma quarantena:

It is a new plant species belongitmthe coffee family.

It was recently spotted in Wagamon hills ieréla.

It has been named Argostemma quarantena to commemorate the millions
who have died in the pandemic.

NagornoeKarabakh region:

NagornoKarabakh is part of Azerbaijamut its population

is majority Armenian. As the Soviet Union saw increasing
tengons in its constituent republics in the 1980s, Nagerno
Karabakh voted to become part of Armewiaparking avar
which stopped with a ceasefire in 1994.

Since then, NagornBarabakh hasemained part of
Azerbaijan but is controlled by separatist ethnicn&nians
backed by the Armenian government.

Context:
A brief war took place last year in a region recapturedisputed
NagorneKarabakh.

26.

27.

Azerbaijanseized back swathes of territory in the separatist
ethnic Armeniaregion with the help of Turkish comba
drones and other weaponry from Ankara.

The conflicttlaimed 6,000 lives and ended wahRussian
brokered trucein November that saw ethnic Armenians
pushed out of large parts of the land they had won during a
brutal postSoviet war in the 1990s.

Dihing Patkai:

Dihing Patkais! a & | Y QNational fPatk.

Assam now has the third most National Parafter the 12 in Madhya Pradesh and nine in the
Andaman and Nicobar Islands.

It has 47 species each of reptiles and mammals, including tiger and clougeade

National Paks in AssaniKazirangaManas, Nameri, Orang, Dib8aikhowa and Raimona National

Park. Karanga and Manas are UNESCO World Heritage Sites. They are also tiger reserves along w
Nameri and Orang.

Raimonaadjoins the Buxa Tiger Resein West Bengal to its west, PhipsoodNieé Sanctuary in

Bhutan to its north and the first addition to Mas&ational Park to the east.

Pakke tiger reserve:

Pakke Tiger Reserve is also knowRalkhui Tiger Reserve.
This Tiger Reserve has wiowlia Biodiversity Award 2016n the categon2 ¥ W/ 2 Yy A SN G A
0§KNBIF (§Sy SR HoudbiiNess Adaptiat 2 NJ A ( &
Programme.

It is bounded byBhareli or Kameng River in the west and
north, and by Pakke River in the east.

Neighbours:Papum Reserve ForestAmunachal Pradesh,
'3a&l YQ&a b lavParkIDoinbaraiRéseryé Forest

and Eaglenest Wildlife Sanctuary.

The main perennial streams in the area atlke Nameri,

Khari and Upper Dikorai. West of Kameng River is Sessa
Orchid Sanctuary.

It falls withinthe Eastern Himalaya Biodiversity Hotspot.
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