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Indian culture will cover the salient aspects of Art Forms, Literature and
Architecture from ancient to modern times.

Discuss the contributions of Sant Kabir Das to Bhakti movement while discussing the
Kabir philosophy. (250 words)

Reference: pib.gov.in

Introduction:

Sant Kabir Das was a 15th-century Indian mystic poet and saint, whose writings influenced
Hinduism’s Bhakti movement. He is known for being critical of both Hinduism and Islam, stating
that the former was misguided by the Vedas, and questioning their meaningless rites of initiation
such as the sacred thread and circumcision respectively. His most famous writings include his dohas
or couplets and verses are found in Sikhism’s scripture Guru Granth Sahib.

Body:
Kabir’s philosophy:

e Kabir's poetry is a reflection of his philosophy about life. His writings were mainly based on
the concept of reincarnation and karma. He believed in living life in a very simplistic manner.
He had a strong faith in the concept of oneness of God. He advocated the notion of Koi bole
Ram Ram Koi Khudai.

e The basicidea was to spread the message that whether you chant the name of Hindu God or
Muslim God, the fact is that there is only one God who is the creator of this beautiful world.

e Talking about the philosophies & principles of Kabirdas, he was against the caste system
imposed by the Hindu community and also opposed the idea of worshipping the idols.

e On the contrary, he advocated the Vedantic concepts of atman.
e He supported the idea of minimalist living that was advocated by the Sufis.

e To have aclear idea about the philosophy of sant Kabir, check out his poems and two line
verses known as dohas that speak his mind and soul.

Kabir’s contribution to Bhakti movement:

e Equality: Kabir taught us to follow the path of equality and harmony. The same principles
have been carried forward by Mahatma Gandhi, Dr. Ambedkar, Deen Dayal Upadhyay and
Ram Manohar Lohia etc.

e Anti-Discrimination: Kabir had a clear vision and approach towards social equality. He
created awareness to end discrimination in the society. An individual should be valued on
the grounds of humanitarian qualities instead of caste or religion.

e Communalism is a lurking evil in the Indian societal context the essential syncretism and
universalism which are part of Kabir can help in solving this issue to a certain extent.

e Morals of life: Kabir highlighted simple virtues like honesty, love, truth, faith in oneself,
encouraging introspection, and more.

e Antagonist of caste system and evil practices: Kabir was a great opponent of the caste
system. He stressed that in God’s creation all were equal. He advised his followers to give up
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such inhuman practices as untouchability, feelings of high and low etc. He further opposed
the worship of stone images, or even the worship of different gods and goddesses and was
against rituals and ceremonies in religion.

e Love and Tolerance: Love for all was Kabir’s principal tenet. He emphasized that love was
the only medium which could bind the entire human kind in an unbreakable bond of
fraternity. Kabir detested the frivolities and rituals in Hinduism and Islam for, these could
never bind together mankind. He advised all to give up hatred and perpetuate love for one
and all.

e Kabir was strictly against the practice of hypocrisy and didn’t like people maintaining double
standards. He always preached people to be compassionate towards other living beings and
practice true love. Which is somewhat missing in present days.

e He urged the need to have company of good people that adhere to values and principles.

o Today’s world is bogged down by the excessive materialism of the world. The deep
seated economic inequalities of the world are leading to a simmering discontent across the
world. Kabir’s principles of compassionate ethics are relevant

e Corruption is the deep seated problem in India which is eating away the vitals of the nation
inside out the emphasis on honest livelihood by Kabir if understood in the right spirit will
provide a way of changing the individual perspective.

e Literary works: Kabir Das’ writings had a great influence on the Bhakti movement and
includes titles like Kabir Granthawali, Anurag Sagar, Bijak, and Sakhi Granth. His verses are
found in Sikhism’s scripture Guru Granth Sahib. The major part of his work was collected by
the fifth Sikh guru, Guru Arjan Dev. He was best known for his two-line couplets, known as
‘Kabir Ke Dohe’.

Conclusion:

Sant Kabir Das is one of India’s ‘Priceless Gems’ — who is called a saint because of his writings — full
of wisdom, and teachings for the masses. The simplicity and wisdom of 15th century mystic saint-
poet Kabir’s dohas have never been more relevant than in today’s fractured times

History of the world will include events from 18th century such as industrial
revolution, world wars, redrawal of national boundaries, colonization,
decolonization.

“The American War of Independence “deprived Great Britain of one empire, but it
strengthened the foundations of another. Examine the statement in the context of

colonization of India.(250 words)

Reference: Mastering Modern World History by Norman Lowe

Why the question:

The question is based on the theme of American War of Independence.

Key Demand of the question:

The question expects us to examine whether the loss of British Control in America led to changes in
its approach which enabled it to strengthen its hold over another empire (India). Thus we need to
point out the steps British took in India post American declaration of independence that enabled it to
strengthen its hold over India.

w
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Directive:

Examine — When asked to ‘Examine’, we must look into the topic (content words) in detail, inspect it,
investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Start with brief history of the American war of Independence.

Body:

The answer body must have the following aspects covered:

Briefly first explain how Britain started ruling America. Discuss the causes of the American war of
Independence

Explain then the significance of the war — The main significance is that the war ended the “Divine
Right of Kingship”. America overturned Monarchy (rule by kings) and it became a Republic (head of
the state is not hereditary).

Examine the steps taken by the British to consolidate its hold over India and the learning that British
took from American Revolution which enabled it to take these steps. E.g. Pitts India act 1784, posting
experience people in India like Cornwallis, Lord Wellesley’s policy of territorial expansion etc.
Mention that post American declaration of independence we lived in the era of pax Britannica which
meant that Britain took learnings.

Conclusion:

Conclude with significance.

Introduction

The American war of independence (1776-1783) was concluded by which the British had to
recognize the freedom of the 13 American colonies. British had lost their territories and market for
their factory goods, especially the monopoly of Tea etc. They also lost their source of raw materials
like cotton in America.

Body

Britain’s defeat in the American War of Independence meant the loss of the American colonies and
the end of the ‘first British Empire’.

So they shifted their focus towards the east. Britain’s defeat in the American War of Independence
meant the loss of the American colonies and the end of the ‘first British Empire’.

Steps taken by the British to consolidate its hold over India:

1. Britain regarded itself as ‘ruler of the waves’. The songs ‘Rule Britannia’ and ‘Land of Hope
and Glory’ show this. Many British people at the time thought that they were doing the right
thing by taking the British government and Christianity to the rest of the world, ending
slavery and barbaric traditions and bringing ‘civilisation” and an international ‘Pax
Britannica’, or ‘British peace’. The British generally felt that the way they lived their lives was
the right way.

2. Empire was now more than just about discovering new lands and building them up. Most of
the world was now known and belonged to someone. Therefore, the British had to colonise
established countries with populations and leadership systems of their own.

3. Great Britain’s attitude toward how to build its empire changed as well. Britons began to
think of colonization more in terms of conquest and annexation and, as a result, it governed
its colonies in a more authoritarian manner.
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It led to the Pitt’s India act in 1784, by which the British government brought the East India
Company’s rule in India under the control of itself. This Act provided for the appointment of
a Board of Control and provided for a joint government of British India by both the Company
and the Crown with the government holding the ultimate authority.

It was done in the wake of fear of losing monopolies and the market of India and to prevent
Indian people from revolting on the lines in America. The governor-general post was
established in British India to control the administration under the crown rule directly.

The new administration expended their military strength and focused on the expansion of
the territory by any means. Lord Cornwallis who played in controlling the American
Revolution to some extent was transferred to India to use his experience and not to repeat
the mistakes which have been done earlier.

Britain had to find a new market for its factory goods and raw material for their factory and
to

protect its monopoly of trade in India to compensate for the loss in America. It initiated
differential trade tariffs and started building railways to give a competitive effect to their
goods in the Indian market and use India as a raw material hub.

It uses both expansionist tactics like subsidiary alliance and friendship to consolidate their
control over the administration of the country.

British also took the initiative to knock out French from India by annexing Yanam and
Pondicherry and also defeated their alliance of Mysore.

The learning that the British took from the American Revolution which enabled it to take these

steps:

1.

American Revolution influenced even the colonial policy towards white-dominated colonies
like South Africa, Canada, Australia and New Zealand. Earlier they were given the concession
in course of time they were offered even dominion status. Furthermore, in the context of
India, Pitt’s India act was introduced after losing America. Britain moved towards India and
gave this colony higher value. After the American Revolution, the British modified its policy
even to Ireland.

Great Britain may have lost the thirteen colonies in America, but it still had Canada and land
in the Caribbean, Africa, and India. Great Britain began to expand in these regions, building
up what has been called the Second British Empire, which eventually became the largest
dominion in world history.

Indeed, some historians argue that support for the crown grew. Political life quickly settled
into much the same patterns as before the war, albeit with a greater emphasis placed on
public opinion, a stronger sense of political parties and more concern with economic reform
and corruption.

Demobilisation caused temporary difficulties, but low tariffs helped to stimulate trade and
the economy recovered rapidly: by the 1790s, Americans were purchasing twice as much
from Britain as they had as colonists in the 1760s.

Conclusion

w
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In the end, although Great Britain suffered temporarily due to the American Revolution, it eventually
became an even more powerful and expansive empire as a result of it.

Explain the impact of the French Revolution on the Spanish colonies in America. (250

words)

Reference: Mastering Modern World History by Norman Lowe

Why the question:

The question is from the static portions of GS paper |, part world history.

Key Demand of the question:

Elaborate upon the impact of the French Revolution on the Spanish colonies in America.

Directive:

Explain — Clarify the topic by giving a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the
particular context. You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with
relevant associated facts.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Briefly state what the Revolution was with timelines in the introduction. French Revolution (1789-
1799) was a period of social and political upheaval in France resulting in the overthrow of Monarchy
and establishing of Republic.

Body:

The French Revolution had a great impact on the French, Portuguese and Spanish colonies in
America. The Peninsular War that caused the Napoleonic occupation of Spain made people question
their alliance with Spain.

The reign of Charles (1788-1808) coincided with the turbulent French Revolution (1789-1799). The
following year France invaded Spain and ravaged its northern provinces, occupying Bilbao and San
Sebastian. After initial Spanish resistance, Godoy admitted defeat.

The call for modification of society was influenced by the revolution in France, and once the hope for
change found a place in the hearts of the Haitian people, there was no stopping the radical
reformation that was occurring.

Conclusion:

Conclude with overall influence and impact.

Introduction:

French Revolution (1789-1799) was a period of social and political upheaval in France resulting in the
overthrow of Monarchy and establishing of Republic.

Body
Its causes were multi-dimensional:

e  Cultural: Enlightenment to think rationally, critically led to lowering the status of Church and
Monarch, while promotion of secular, scientific and humanistic values.

e Social: Aspiration of Bourgeois class to be politically equal to Clergy and Aristocratic class.

e Financial: France’s involvement in the American Revolution leading to increased taxation at
home and reduction in privileges

e Political: Provincial Courts’ opposition to the reduction in their privileges.

e Economic: Deregulation of grain prices leading to high inflation of bread and bad harvest
leading to food shortage provoking the masses to revolt.

Impact on French Society
e
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e Monarchy was abolished and Republic took its place.

e Political sovereignty introduced at individual and nation-state level with a centralised
government.

e Serfdom, Feudalism, Slavery were abolished and the influence of Church decreased in
personal lives.

e |dea of separation of public and private realm emerged.

e The abolition of Slavery after the French revolution was the first move against this repressive
system and Britain followed suit in 1833 while the USA banned it in 1865.

e Itled to the destruction of feudalism in France as all laws of the old feudal regime were
repealed and lands of the nobles and church were confiscated and redistributed.

e The Jacobian constitution, which although never came into effect, was the first genuinely
democratic constitution. It gave the right to vote to all, and even the Right to Insurrection,
which implies the right to revolt or rises against the government.

e Ending the arbitrary royal rule, the revolution paved the way for rule by law under a
constitutional order.

¢ Some Shortcomings: Limited suffrage, especially women were excluded, Slavery was
reintroduced by Napoleon.

Impact on World

e Napoleon carried ideals of the Revolution to the rest of Europe: Liberty, Modern Laws,
Democratic Rights, protection of private property. This, in turn, gave rise to Modern
Nationalism paving way creation of the sovereign nation-state.

e Liberalism as government form got crystallised in North and South America.

e Itinspired other revolutions: Haitian Revolution, Independence Movements in Spanish and
Portuguese colonies in South America. Raja Rammohan Roy and Tipu Sultan in particular and
Indian Nationalist Freedom Struggle incorporated ideals of Liberty, Equality and Fraternity.

Conclusion

Thus, the importance of the French Revolution laid in laying the foundation of Modern States based
on Liberal Democratic ideals. Also, indirectly it laid the groundwork for the growth of Socialism and
Communism by providing an intellectual and social environment in which these ideologies could
flourish.

How was Napoleon responsible for the unification of Germany and Italy? Explain. (250

words)

Reference: Mastering Modern World History by Norman Lowe

Why the question:

The question is based on the theme of unification of Italy and Germany and role of Napoleon.
Key Demand of the question:

Explain how Napoleon was responsible for the unification of Germany and Italy.

Directive:

w
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Explain - Clarify the topic by giving a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the
particular context. You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with
relevant associated facts.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Start with brief history of the unification with timelines.

Body:

A new epoch began, when Napoleon Bona parte conquered the kingdoms of Austrian and French
princes. He even annexed the Papal State. He brought together the city states. Napoleon gave Italy
an uniform system of administration. The Italians learnt the French ideas of Liberty, Equality and
Fraternity. They were introduced to concepts like self-government and freedom of press. This
intensified their sense of patriotism.

Napoleon undertook military operations against the European coalitions that were formed against
France. He conquered parts of Italy, Austria, Spain, Holland, Germany, etc. In Germany he created
the “confederation of the Rhine” consisting of 38 German states.

Account for the role played by Napoleon in the unification.

Conclusion:

Conclude with importance of contributions made by Napoleon.

Introduction:

During 19th century, Europe witnessed radical changes in the political borders of the states in the
region. The major driving force of these unifications and separations was “Nationalism” and rise of
“Nation states”. Unification of Germany and Italy are classic examples of nation states.

Napoleon Bonaparte occupies a place of honour among those rulers in history, who by virtue of
their military skill and administrative capability have acquired undying fame.

Body

e A coalition of powers comprising Britain, Holland, Spain, Austria, Prussia, Naples, Portugal
etc. was formed in 1793 and again in 1797.

e He conquered parts of Italy, Austria, Spain, Holland, Germany, etc. In Germany he created
the “confederation of the Rhine” consisting of 38 German states.

e Napoleon abolished the smaller states in the area and established state of West Phalia in
Germany. He took similar steps in Italy too.

e Napoleon gave Italy a uniform system of administration. Italians learnt the French ideas of
Liberty, equality and fraternity.

e They were introduced to concepts like self-government and freedom of press these
intensified their sense of patriotism

e He extended and perpetuated the effects of the French Revolution in Europe by destroying
feudal privileges. Napoleon also helped the growth of nationalism. By transforming Italy and
Germany into national kingdoms under him, Napoleon fostered national sentiments among
the people.

Conclusion

Many factors alongside led to unification of Germany and Italy. Birth of these two new nations
started changing the political conditions of Europe, finally leading to most important event in history
of the world that is, World War I.
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‘Industrialisation was a mixed blessing.” Explain by giving examples. (250 words)
Reference: Old NCERT World History Ch7 Industrial Revolution, Capitalism, Their Effect on Society,
Rise of Trade Unions & Socialism

Why the question:

The question is from the static portions of GS paper I, part World history.

Key Demand of the question:

Elaborate with suitable examples in what way industrialisation was a mixed bag of blessings.
Directive:

Explain - Clarify the topic by giving a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the
particular context. You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with
relevant associated facts.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Start with the impact of Industrialisation, its significance in general.

Body:

The Industrial Revolution, otherwise known as the First Industrial Revolution, was a series of
innovations in manufacturing processes that transformed rural, agrarian European and American
societies into industrialised and urban ones.

Point out the blessing of the Industrial Revolution — Production by machines has met the growing
need of the growing population of the world, only machines have made it possible for the mankind to
meet the primary necessities of food, clothes and shelter, have relieved man of the drudgery of tiring
and unpleasant jobs etc.

Discuss the harmful effects of Industrial Revolution.

Conclusion:

Conclude with its significance.

Introduction:

Industrialization is the development of industries in a region or a country on a wide scale. It is also
the period of economic and social change that transforms human societies from agrarian tendencies
into one that has the purpose of manufacturing. When the incomes of workers rise, then the
markets for different consumer goods and services expands. That results in a further stimulus to
economic growth and industrial investment.

The first steps toward industrialization took place in the middle of the 18th century. The initial focus
was on specific areas of North America and Europe, with Great Britain leading the way into this new
economy. Its initial characteristics included shifts from rural work, technological progress, and
changes in class consciousness.

Body
Advantages of Industrialization

e Industrialization brought the current import-export market setup: Businesses formed from
industrialization have a more abundant supply available for particular goods and services.
When domestic demands were not enough to help optimize production levels, multinational
firms began forming. Countries could expand their import and export markets for the goods
getting made.

Eg: the role of Multinational companies in today’s world is product of industrialisation.

e Industrialization makes goods and services more affordable.
Labour is the most expensive part of the manufacturing process for most industries. When
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people were creating items by hand, including books and clothing, then they needed to be
compensated for their efforts. With machines helping humans to create products with
greater speed, then the cost of labour per unit went down.

e Quality of life for each person and household improved:
Before the world experienced industrialization, comfort and convenience were typically
reserved for the wealthy, nobles, military leaders, and high-ranking politicians. The
introduction of mass production changed how everyone could access goods or services. It
was a change that led to mass production of numerous items, lower costs and improved
availability to the average family. This event would lead to the first time in history when the
“poor” or “middle class” could save money while still meeting their needs.

Eg: anyone could own property without needing to be a farmer or a royal. One didn’t need to grow
your own food through homesteading efforts.

¢ Industrialization created more jobs for the global economy.
New manufacturing equipment required additional employment opportunities in each
community. Factories that had higher quotas to meet needed new workers on the floor
working to produce goods. Each new invention or best practice that came about because of
industrialization led to more jobs for the global economy. It created structures where the
average person could earn a decent living while having more time with their family, even if
the conditions were sometimes unsafe or unsanitary.

Eg: When the workers with higher wages could invest their savings into new ventures, each
economy benefitted because new cash pools help to fund new ventures. It shifted money away from
the aristocracy to the average household.

e It shifted our perspective of wants vs. needs.
When people made products before industrialization, the labour required to create
something meant that each item required a specific purpose. We made things because of
their usefulness, which limited our innovation. Factories could make clothing faster while
helping it to last longer. It allowed people to step outside of the family business to try
something new. This advantage would eventually lead to a stronger free-market economy
where those with the most innovation could get rewarded for their creativity. Eg: Searching
for more factories promoted imperialism.

Disadvantages of Industrialization

e Working conditions declined during industrialization.
Industrialization brought people more money and better access to goods and services, but it
also increased the amount of risk that people faced. Eg: Employees were expected to put in
long shifts, often working 12-hour days with only Sunday off to spend time with their
families. If you were sick or got injured, then you’d probably get fired.

e Industrialization created more income inequality that promoted widespread poverty and
hunger — Eg: top 5 percent of individuals amassed 90 % of the wealth.

e It promoted Global Warming and climate change — Eg: carbon levels before the 19th
century were under 300 parts per million. After industrialization, CO2 rates rose to 400 parts
per million. Oceans have a more acidic pH level. We have plastics pollution everywhere, with
microplastics entering the human food chain because animals consume these small items.
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This disadvantage has led to changes in our soil composition, water quality, and the air that we
breathe. It’s reducing biodiversity while our economies grow. Unless action gets taken to curb this
issue, we will one day reach a tipping point where a recovery might not be possible.

e Industrialization altered the political landscape of the planet.
We still experience the fallout from industrialization in our global politics. Fewer than 40
countries have gone through a modern economic revolution to fully incorporate these
technologies, giving those that have a massive advantage over the “developing” world.
There are more opportunities for success in these countries, requiring people who want an
advanced education to leave their homes to receive it. Eg: Alteration of map of Africa as per
whims and fancies of Europeans.

¢ Living conditions around the new factories were worse for instance, Jharkhand coal mines
although was rich in minerals it was degraded the quality of life of individuals.

Conclusion:

Industrialization changed our world for the better in many ways. It is up to us to clean up the
pollution that comes about as a side effect to these efforts. If we’re unwilling to approach our
environment in the same way that we look at our economies, then this planet we have may not be
around much longer.

What policy instruments were deployed to contain the great economic depression?
Do you think the depression currently the world is facing due to pandemic is a similar

one? Discuss. (250 words)

Reference: Indian Express, Contemporary World History by Indira Arjun Dev

Why the question:

The Novel Coronavirus pandemic severely affects the global economy; some experts have begun
comparing the current crisis with the Great Depression. Currently, unemployment levels in the US are
already estimated to be at 13 per cent, highest since the Great Depression. Thus the question.

Key Demand of the question:

Discuss first the policy measures that were deployed to contain the great economic depression and
draw parallels of how the current pandemic is similar in impact.

Directive:

Discuss — This is an all-encompassing directive — you have to debate on paper by going through the
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for
and against arguments.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Start with some key facts related to global depression or corona pandemic.

Body:

Explain first what was the Great Depression? — The Great Depression was a major Economic crisis
that began in the United States in 1929, and went to have a worldwide impact until 1939.

It began on October 24, 1929, a day that is referred to as “Black Thursday”, when a monumental
crash occurred at the New York Stock Exchange as stock prices fell by 25 per cent.

Then discuss the policy instruments were deployed to contain the great economic depression.

Then analyse in detail if the Covid-19 could trigger a Recession or Depression.

Conclusion:

Conclude with impact of the two.

Introduction:
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With the novel coronavirus pandemic severely affecting the global economy, some experts have
begun comparing the current crisis with the Great Depression — the devastating economic decline
of the 1930s that went on to shape countless world events.

Body

Great Depression:

e The Great Depression was a major economic crisis that began in the United States in 1929,
and went to have a worldwide impact until 1939.

e It began on October 24, 1929, a day that is referred to as “Black Thursday”, when a
monumental crash occurred at the New York Stock Exchange as stock prices fell by 25 per
cent.

e Though the crash was triggered by minor events, the extent of the decline was due to more
deep-rooted factors such as a fall in aggregate demand, misplaced monetary policies, and an
unintended rise in inventory levels.

¢ Inthe United States, prices and real output fell dramatically. Industrial production fell by 47
per cent, the wholesale price index by 33 per cent, and real GDP by 30 per cent.

Policy instruments used to deal with Great Depression:

e Encouraging employees to not reduce wages or lay off workers

Government led proactive lending to banks industrialists and farmers to save them from

bankruptcy:
1.
o Buying surplus grains from farmers
o Loan Moratorium on financial debts
o Addressing the bad loans of Banks by effective restructuring of loans.
e New Deal of President Roosevelt focussing on:
1.

o Relief: give direct help to poverty-stricken people battling with hunger and shelter.
o Recovery: Reducing unemployment by stimulating demand for goods

o Reform: measures to strengthen the economy.

Improving conditions of labour through social security act, Emergency relief act,
e Progressive taxation and tariff reduction on exports

Similar policies were adopted by different nations, These policies were based on Keynesian
economics.

Global economic crisis:
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Recently, WTO accessing the impact of covid 19 on world trade it held that, besides its worrying
effects on human life, Covid-19 has the potential to significantly affect global trade and bring
slowdown to the global economy.

The International Monetary Fund observed that the global economy is set to contract sharply in
2020 due to the lockdown, needed to fight the pandemic affecting billions of people worldwide.

The tight restrictions on movement and social distancing norms across geographies have led to
severe curbs on labour supply, transport and travel and the shuttering of whole sectors from hotels
and non-essential retail to tourism and significant parts of manufacturing.

WTO Observations Regarding Global Trade and Economic Crisis:

o  World merchandise trade is set to plummet by between 13% and 32% in 2020 due to the
Covid-19 pandemic.

e Though recovery in global trade is expected in 202, it depends on the duration of the
outbreak and the effectiveness of the policy responses.

e Nearly all regions will suffer double-digit declines in trade volumes in 2020, with exports
from North America and Asia hit hardest.

o Trade will likely fall steeper in sectors with complex value chains, particularly electronics and
automotive products.

e Services trade may also be affected by Covid-19 through transport and travel restrictions.
Similarity between Great Depression and Current Global Trade Disruption:

o Domino Effect:The spill over effects of the Great Depression led to default of many Global
Systemic Important Banks” (G-SIB). This default got turned into the Sovereign debt crisis of
many European economies. For example, PIGS countries (Portugal, Ireland, Greece and
Spain).

e Similarly, the economic crisis emanating from the Covid-19 pandemic, has caused severe
demand and supply side shock in the global trade scenario.

e Stock Market Crash:The initial drops in the stock exchanges of major countries (up to one-
fourth of their valuation) are hitherto analogous between both crises.

e Uncertainty:Both crises share a non-quantifiable risk as a key factor in their emergence and
spread.

Way Forward:
e Invest in sustainable infrastructure

e Infrastructure investments are an effective way to boost economic activity and create jobs.
In United States’ 2009 Great Recession recovery package, investments in clean
energy and public transport created more jobs than traditional investments.

e India too should take this opportunity to increase support for renewable energy, particularly
rooftop solar, through appropriate policies and business models.

I
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e Decentralized solar power can help spread critical services in remote regions. It should
revisit the potential import duties on solar panels, since this may not increase domestic
production, but may raise the cost of solar power.

e Build the resilience for the most vulnerable

o About 90% of India’s workforce is informally employed, which includes gig economy
workers.

e Provision for universal basic income — broader than current schemes that are conditional
upon occupation and land ownership — can help provide vital resources for subsistence, or
for investing in education and health.

e ltiscritically important to expand access to clean water, clean air and primary health care.
These will improve life expectancy and increase economic and physical resilience.

e Use fiscal mechanisms for recovery and resilience: Fiscal mechanisms can help support
recovery and resilience efforts, while promoting low-carbon development.

¢ Encourage long-term change in behaviour: For instance, encouraging conservation in
energy — through nudges and tariff reforms — can drive down consumption. Promoting
reuse, recycling and repair models for consumption can contribute to a circular
economy and reduce the waste generated by current business models. Supporting the
continuation of work-from-home policies can drive down road traffic congestion and air
pollution.

e Regulate enabling technologies: Finally, it is useful to consider that the future may see
greater employment in the gig economy and e-commerce sectors, as well as in
new technologies that can help support future response and resilience mechanisms. While
supporting the development of such sectors, it is important to put the right regulations in
place to ensure data privacy and consumer protection.

Discuss the social impact of World War | on India . (250 words)

Reference: Contemporary World History by Indira Arjun Dev

Why the question:

The question is from the static portions of GS paper |, part World history.

Key Demand of the question:

The question is straightforward; one must discuss the social impact of World War | on India.
Directive:

Discuss — This is an all-encompassing directive — you have to debate on paper by going through the
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for
and against arguments.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

World War | (WW 1), also known as the Great War, lasted from 28 July 1914 to 11 November 1918.
WW I was fought between the Allied Powers and the Central Powers.

Body:

The question is purely about the social impact of the World war |, thus explain in detail the social
consequences of it such as — World war changed society completely. Birth rates declined because
millions of young men died (eight million died, millions wounded, maimed, widows and orphans).
Civilians lost their land and fled to other countries.
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The role of women also changed. They played a major part in replacing men in factories and offices.
Many countries gave women more rights after the war had ended, including the right to vote.

The upper classes lost their leading role in society. Young middle and lower class men and women
demanded a say in forming their country after the war.

Conclusion:

Conclude with significance of world war and its impact on the world as a lesson for the future
generations.

Introduction:

The First World War (1914-18) was a momentous event in world history. It also left a deep impact
on India, which was then under the British rule.

Body
Social Impact of World War 1:

e Over 74,000 were killed which is five times more than the combined death toll from every
war that India has fought since independence and 80,000 were held prisoners.

o Villagers and farmers were forcefully recruited in the British army.

e lLarge numbers of able-bodied young men from the countryside were recruited into the
British army. Such induction of Indians disrupted social life in rural areas. Villages
experienced shortage of farm hands, carpenters, blacksmiths and other such artisans.

e Volunteering in the war offered a chance to break through the caste system, because
becoming a soldier paid well and meant becoming part of the ‘warrior’ caste, which gave
high status.

e Between 1911 and 1921 literacy rates increased significantly in heavily recruited
communities. This effect is strongest for men of military age, which is consistent with the
notion that soldiers learned to read and write on their foreign campaigns.

e Respect for particular communities who participated in the war grew in the society.

e The huge number of non-combatants were also recruited from India- such as nurses, doctors
etc. leaving Indian society deprived of essential services in a situation where such skills were
already scarce in India.

e Birth rates declined because millions of young men died (eight million died, millions
wounded, maimed, widows and orphans).

e Civilians lost their land and fled to other countries.

e Role of women also changed. They played a major part in replacing men in factories and
offices. Many countries gave women more rights after the war had ended, including the
right to vote.

e Upper classes lost their leading role in society. Young middle and lower class men and
women demanded a say in forming their country after the war.

Overall Impact of World War 1 on India:

e The world war ended the myth of invincibility of British Empire in India as the British faced
many humiliating defeats during the war
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e The soldiers that returned after war raised the morale of masses.

e India supported Britain in world war on its promise of fighting for democracy but serving
Indian with Rowlatt act immediately after war shattered Indians. This led to the rise of
national consciousness and soon Non Cooperation movement was launched.

e For many Indian troops the war was an experience that broadened their horizons and
increased their knowledge of the world — they had been exposed to new geographies,
cultures and ideas and this impacted the way they negotiated life in India as well.

Conclusion

The Indian national movement, and the country’s socio-economic development did have its
repercussions due to World War |, as it linked India to global events in profound ways with far-
reaching consequences.

Give an account of causes and consequences of American civil war of 1861. (250
words)

Reference: Indian Express
Why the question:

US President Joe Biden is soon expected to sign a law making June 19, or “Juneteenth”, a national
holiday recognized by the federal government, commemorating the end of slavery after the American
Civil War (1861-65). Thus the question.

Key Demand of the question:

Account in detail of causes and consequences of American civil war of 1861.

Directive:

Account — Weigh up to what extent something is true. Persuade the reader of your argument by
citing relevant research but also remember to point out any flaws and counter- arguments as well.
Conclude by stating clearly how far you are in agreement with the original proposition.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

The Civil War in the United States began in 1861, after decades of simmering tensions between
northern and southern states over slavery, states’ rights and westward expansion.

Body:

The answer body must have the following aspects covered:

What are the causes of American Civil War? — The difference in the attitude towards slavery can be
seen as the root cause of the American Civil War. This had repercussions in the economic and political
sphere too. Quote all reasons in detail

What were the consequences of the American Civil War? — Discuss that the Civil War confirmed the
single political entity of the United States, led to freedom for more than four million enslaved
Americans, established a more powerful and centralized federal government, and laid the foundation
for America’s emergence as a world power in the 20th century.

Conclusion:

Conclude with its significance in the history of America.

Introduction:

The American Civil War is also known as the “War Between the States”. It was one of the worst wars
in American history and was fought between the northern and southern states of the US. The Civil
War started in 1861 when the group of slaves of the south founded the Confederate States of
America whose president was Jefferson Davis. The northern states, under, President Abraham
Lincoln, were totally against slavery. Although the Confederates won some early battles but later the
Union became stronger and defeated the southern states in 1865.
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Body:

Causes of the American Civil War

The disparity between Northern and Southern States on Economy: The states in the north
were industrialized while southern states where primarily agricultural. Northern states
wanted a tax on imports from Britain while southern states wanted tax-free trade with
Britain.

Attitude towards slaves: The northern states which were industrialized preferred paid
labourers while agricultural southern states which had large plantations were dependent on
slave labour. Slavery was abolished in northern states in 1804 and then they became ‘free
states’.

Abolition of slavery: A strong movement for the abolition of slavery began in the northern
states. It called for the correction of the controversial Fugitive Slave Act of 1850.

The fear of reforms by Abraham Lincoln and the Republican Party: An immediate cause of
the civil war was the American Presidential election in which the RepublicanParty
candidate, Abraham Lincoln, won.

Consequences

The civil war was one of the most important and historic wars in history. It brought about a
revolution in the entire world. Some of the points are worth remembering and they are:

The war put an end to the so-called institution of slavery.
Because of the war, there was the use of more machines — which enhanced production.

National Banking Act was introduced and the use of paper currency which contributed to the
growth of nations wide business.

After the war, new and advanced weapons were used.

The war led to the growth of large scale manufacturing industries and small scale industries
as well.

The abolishment of the secession of states was done for all times to come.

More area was brought under cultivation — particularly in the western regions on North
America.

Transport and communication were improved to a very large extent.
The war was an inspiration to other countries — to abolish slavery.

The Civil War of 1861-1865 determined what kind of nation is about to begin.

Conclusion:

After the war the defeated states were gradually allowed back into the United States. The period
after the war in which attempts were made to solve the political, social, and economic problems
arising from the readmission to the Union of the former Confederate states is known

as Reconstruction (1865-77).
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Do you think Western policy of appeasement of the fascist powers brought about the
Second World War? Why? Or why not? Discuss. (250 words)

Reference: Old NCERT World History chapter 12

Why the question:

The question is from the static portions of GS paper |, part World History.

Key Demand of the question:

Discuss if the Western policy of appeasement of the fascist powers brought about the Second World
War. Justify your answer with suitable backing.

Directive:

Discuss — This is an all-encompassing directive — you have to debate on paper by going through the
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for
and against arguments.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Start with timeline of the happenings of World War Il.

Body:

Appeasement is most often used to describe the response of British policy makers to the rise of Nazi
Germany in the 1930s. It is seen as a policy of one-sided concessions to an aggressor state, often at
the expense of third parties, with nothing offered in return except promises of better behaviour in the
future.

Explain how Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain hoped that it would bring a quicker end to the crisis
created in Europe by the Nazi clamor for revision of the Treaty of Versailles.

He believed that pacification could be achieved through negotiating a general settlement that would
in almost all respects replace the Treaty of Versailles, and bring Germany into satisfactory treaty
relations with her neighbours.

Suggest your opinion.

Conclusion:

Conclude with significance of it in the World War Il.

Introduction:

The policy of appeasement was the policy followed by the British and the French, of avoiding war
with aggressive powers such as Japan, Italy and Germany by giving way to their demands in order to
maintain peace and harmony.

Body

e Learning from the First World War made Britain and France apprehensive of another global
escalation and they wanted to avoid a war-like situation by any means.

e British and French governments were not prepared for war because there was a strong anti-
war attitude prevailing among the people in these countries.

e The devastation left by the First World War forced the European leadership to work for
peace and harmony in every possible way.

e The western powers believed that mistakes were committed at the Paris Peace Conference
and some of the German grievances were quite genuine.

e The fear of communism was also behind the policy of appeasement. It was believed that
Germany and Italy would act as buffers to check the spread of communism.

Examples of the policy of appeasement:

I
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o The allied powers failed to check the German advancement in Rhineland which under the
Treaty of Versailles and Locarno was to remain demilitarised.

e German occupation of Austria, Czechoslovakia met no resistance whatsoever from either
Britain or France.

e The signing of the Munich Treaty was also a form of western appeasement employed to
avert the imminent danger of war.

e Backed by German expansionist motives, Italy too attacked Ethiopia in 1935 which was a
member of the League of Nations. The failure of the League in stopping the aggression
highlighted its ineffectiveness in containing global conflicts.

The policy of appeasement can be held responsible for the Second World War as:

e The policy of appeasement allowed Hitler to destroy the system created by peacemakers of
Paris (after the First World War).

e This policy played a role in the failure of the League of Nations because western
democracies were supposed to maintain peace by providing meaningful leadership to the
League.

e Itallowed Germany, Italy and Japan to come closer to form the Berlin-Rome-Tokyo axis. The
emergence of this alliance had disturbed the balance of power.

e The policy of appeasement convinced Hitler that western democracies had neither the
intention nor the capacity to stand in front of Germany. He was greatly emboldened by the
appeasing attitude.

e Eventually, the policy of appeasement drove Hitler to attack Poland on 1st Sep 1939 and
with this World War Il commenced.

Conclusion

Hence, the policy of appeasement which was introduced by the British and the French to avoid war
eventually resulted in the Second World War.

What were the factors that caused the Second World War? Discuss the role of the

Navy in WWII. (250 words)

Reference: Old NCERT World History chapter 12

Why the question:

The question is based on the theme of Second World War and about the role of Navy in WWI|.

Key Demand of the question:

Explain in detail the factors that caused the Second World War and also discuss the role of the Navy
in WWII.

Directive:

Discuss — This is an all-encompassing directive — you have to debate on paper by going through the
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for
and against arguments.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Start with brief timeline of WWILI.

Body:

The answer body must have the following aspects covered:
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First explain what were the factors that caused the Second World War? — The question can be
answered by describing two set of factors- the necessary but insufficient factors and the precipitating
factors. The factors which proved to be the precipitating causes for the war included — Hitler and
Germany'’s imperialistic tendencies, the Policy of Appeasement followed by UK& others and the role
of USSR.

Elaborate the above and then discuss the role of the Navy in WWII.

Conclusion:

Conclude by highlighting the significance of it in the history.

Introduction:

The instability created in Europe by the First World War (1914-18) set the stage for another
international conflict—World War [l—which broke out two decades later and would prove even
more devastating. Rising to power in an economically and politically unstable Germany, Adolf Hitler,
leader of the Nazi Party, rearmed the nation and signed strategic treaties with Italy and Japan to
further his ambitions of world domination.

Body:
Factors responsible for Second World war:
Treaty of Versailles

e Following World War, 1, the victorious Allied Powers met to decide Germany’s future.
Germany was forced to sign the Treaty of Versailles.

e Under this treaty, Germany had to accept guilt for the war and to pay reparations. Germany
lost territory and was prohibited from having a large military.

e The humiliation faced by Germany under this treaty, paved the way for the spread of Ultra-
Nationalism in Germany.

Failure of the League of Nations
e The League of Nations was an international organization set up in 1919 to keep world peace.

e It was intended that all countries would be members and that if there were disputes
between countries, they could be settled by negotiation rather than by force.

e The League of Nations was a good idea, but ultimately a failure, as not all countries joined
the league.

e Also, the League had no army to prevent military aggression such as Italy’s invasion of
Ethiopia in Africa or Japan’s invasion of Manchuria in China.

Rise of Fascism

e Victors’ stated aims in World War | had been “to make the world safe for democracy,” and
post-war Germany was made to adopt a democratic constitution, as did most of the other
states restored or created after the war.

e Inthe 1920s, however, the wave of nationalistic, militaristic totalitarianism known by its
Italian name, fascism.

e It promised to minister to peoples’ wants more effectively than democracy and presented
itself as the one sure defence against communism.
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e Benito Mussolini established the first Fascist, European dictatorship during the interwar
period in Italy in 1922.

Rise of Nazism

e Adolf Hitler, the Leader of the German National Socialist (Nazi) party, preached a racist
brand of fascism.

e Hitler promised to overturn the Versailles Treaty, restore German wealth & glory and secure
additional Lebensraum (“living space”) for the German people, who he contended deserve
more as members of a superior race.

e In 1933 Hitler became the German Chancellor, and in a series of subsequent moves
established himself as dictator.

e Moreover, in 1941 the Nazi regime unleashed a war of extermination against Slavs, Jews,
and other elements deemed inferior by Hitler’s ideology.

Policy of Appeasement

e Hitler openly denounced the Treaty of Versailles and began secretly building up Germany’s
army and weapons.

e Although Britain and France knew of Hitler’s actions, they thought a stronger Germany
would stop the spread of Communism from Russia.

e Anexample of appeasement was the Munich Agreement of September 1938. In the
Agreement, Britain and France allowed Germany to annex areas in Czechoslovakia where
German-speakers lived.

o Germany agreed not to invade the rest of Czechoslovakia or any other country.
However, in March 1939, Germany broke its promise and invaded the rest of
Czechoslovakia.

o Even then, neither Britain nor France was prepared to take military action.
Great Depression of 1929

e The worldwide economic depression of the 1930s took its toll in different ways in Europe
and Asia.

e In Europe, political power shifted to totalitarian and imperialist governments in several
countries, including Germany, Italy, and Spain.

e In Asia, a resource-starved Japan began to expand aggressively, invading China and
manoeuvring to control a sphere of influence in the Pacific.

Ideological Conflict:
e Dictatorship vs. Democracy.

e Another cause of World War Il was the ideological conflict between dictatorships on the one
hand and democracies on the other.

e Germany, Italy and Japan (Axis states) stood for dictatorship, war and imperialism, while
Britain, France and the U.S.A. stood for democracy, peace and status quo.
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The ideological conflict between the former and the latter prevented the adoption of a
peaceful and balanced approach to the settlement of their disputes.

Problem of National Minorities:

The Paris Peace Conference failed to solve the problem of settling the minorities.

US President Wilson had advocated the need to base the peace treaty on the principle of
self-determination.

But due to several social, cultural, religious, economic and military factors, it was found
difficult to operationalize this principle.

Consequently, in many states minorities opposed to each other were left under an alien rule.

For example, a large number of Germans were left in Poland, Czechoslovakia and Austria.

Role of Navy in WWII.:

The United States Navy grew rapidly during World War Il from 1941-45, and played a central
role in the Pacific theatre in the war against Japan.

It also played a major supporting role, alongside the Royal Navy, in the European war against
Germany.

The Imperial Japanese Navy (IJN) sought naval superiority in the Pacific by sinking the main
American battle fleet at Pearl Harbor, which was built around its battleships.

The December 1941 surprise attack on Pearl Harbor did knock out the battle fleet, but it did
not touch the aircraft carriers, which became the mainstay of the rebuilt fleet.

Naval doctrine had to be changed overnight.

The U.S. Navy grew tremendously as it faced a two-front war on the seas. It achieved
notable acclaim in the Pacific War, where it was instrumental to the Allies’ successful “island
hopping” campaign.

The U.S. Navy fought five great battles with the Imperial Japanese Navy (IJN): The Battle of
the Coral Sea, the Battle of Midway, the Battle of the Philippine Sea, the Battle of Leyte Gulf,
and the Battle of Okinawa.

By war’s end in 1945, the United States Navy had added thousands of new ships, including
18 aircraft carriers and 8 battleships, and had over 70% of the world’s total numbers and
total tonnage of naval vessels of 1,000 tons or greater.

Still, naval aircraft were the weapons of decision. Although the duels of the great carrier
fleets received more attention, air strikes from sea to shore were as crucial in securing
control of the seas.

The Navy continued its long movement west across the Pacific, seizing one island base after
another. Not every Japanese stronghold had to be captured; some, like the big bases at Truk,
Rabaul and Formosa were neutralized by air attack and then simply leapfrogged.

Conclusion:
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After the end of the war, a conference was held in Potsdam, Germany, to set up peace treaties. The
countries that fought with Hitler lost territory and had to pay reparations to the Allies. Germany and
its capital Berlin were divided into four parts. The zones were to be controlled by Great Britain, the
United States, France and the Soviet Union. The three western Allies and the Soviet Union disagreed
on many things and as time went on Germany was divided into two separate countries: East
Germany, which had a Communist government and West Germany, which was a democratic state.
This laid the foundation of the Cold War.

Deliberate upon the view that the Russian Revolution was brought about by a small

group of revolutionaries without the support of the masses. (250 words)

Reference: Old NCERT World History ch11: Russian Revolution: Causes, Consequences, Comintern
Why the question:

The question is from the static portions of GS paper |, part World Geography.

Key Demand of the question:

One is expected to discuss in what way the Russian Revolution was brought about by a small group of
revolutionaries without the support of the masses.

Directive:

Deliberate — Weigh up to what extent something is true. Persuade the reader of your argument by
citing relevant research but also remember to point out any flaws and counter- arguments as well.
Conclude by stating clearly how far you agree with the original proposition.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Briefly discuss the nuances of the Russian revolution first.

Body:

The answer body must have the following aspects covered:

Explain in short the conditions in Russia before the onset of the Revolution.

Then explain the growth of Revolutionary Movements in Russia.

Discuss the coming of small groups, and their revolutionary role. Suggest how it was brought about
by a small group of revolutionaries without the support of the masses.

Conclusion:

Conclude with significance.

Introduction:

The Russian Revolution of 1917 was a series of political events in Russia, involving first the
overthrow of the system of autocracy, and then the overthrow of the liberal Provisional Government
(Duma), resulting in the establishment of the Soviet power under the control of the Bolshevik party.
This eventually led to the establishment of the Soviet Union, which lasted until its dissolution

in 1991.

The Russian Revolution of 1917 was one of the most significant events of the twentieth century that
ended centuries of monarchy in Russia and brought forth the first constitutionally communist state
in the world.

Body

Reasons behind the October Revolution:
e Russia was one of the most impoverished countries in Europe.
e Huge population landless agricultural labourers

e Rise in the number of poor and exploited industrial workers.
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e Communists wanted to create an Industrialized Soviet Union and usher in economic and
social development.

Russian revolution and revolutionaries:

o There were many peasant rebellions in Russia before the nineteenth century but they were
suppressed. Many Russian thinkers had been influenced by developments in Western
Europe and wanted to see similar changes in Russia. Their efforts had helped to bring about
the abolition of serfdom. This, however, turned out to be a hollow victory.

e The hopes of gradual changes in the direction of constitutional democratic government were
soon shattered and every attempt at gradual improvement seemed to end in failure.

e Inthe conditions that existed in Russia, even a moderate democrat or reformer had to be a
revolutionary. In the last quarter of the nineteenth century, there was a movement known
as ‘going to the people’ when intellectuals started preaching their ideas to the peasants.

e When the workers’ organizations were set up after industrialization began, they were
dominated by ideas of socialism.

e In 1883, the Russian Social Democratic Party was formed by George Plekhanov, a follower of
Marx. This party along with many other socialist groups was united into the Russian Social
Democratic Labour Party in 1898. However, the party was soon split over questions of
organization and policy.

e One group which was in a minority (hence known as the Mensheviks) favoured a party of
the type that existed in countries like France and Germany and participated in elections to
the parliaments of their countries.

¢ The majority, known as the Bolsheviks, were convinced that in a country where no
democratic rights existed and where there was no parliament, a party organized on
parliamentary lines would not be effective. They favoured a party of those who would abide
by the discipline of the party and work for revolution.

e The leader of the Bolsheviks was Vladimir llyich Ulyanov, popularly known as Lenin. He is
regarded as one of the greatest leaders of the socialist movement after Marx and Engels. He
devoted himself to the task of organizing the Bolshevik Party as an instrument for bringing
about revolution. His name has become inseparable from the Revolution of 1917. The
Russian socialists, including Plekhanov and Lenin, had played an important part in the
Second International

e Besides the Menshevik and the Bolshevik parties, which were the political parties of
industrial workers, there was the Socialist Revolutionary Party which voiced the demands of
the peasantry. Then there were parties of the non-Russian nationalities of the Russian
empire which were working to free their lands from colonial oppression.

Course of action:

e The revolutionary movement in Russia had been growing when the 1905 Revolution broke
out.

e In 1904, a war had broken out between Russia and Japan. The Russian armies had suffered
reverses in the war. This had further strengthened the revolutionary movement in Russia.
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e On9January 1905, a mass of peaceful workers with their wives and children was fired at in
St. Petersburg while on its way to the Winter Palace to present a petition to the Czar More
than a thousand of them were killed and thousands of others were wounded. This day is
known as Bloody Sunday.

e The news of the killings provoked unprecedented disturbances throughout Russia. Even
sections of the army and the navy revolted. The sailors of the battleship Potemkin joined the
revolutionaries.

¢ A new form of organization developed in this revolution which proved decisive in the
upheaval of 1917. This was the ‘Soviet’, or the council of workers’ representatives.
Beginning as committees to conduct strikes, they became the instruments of political power
Soviets of peasants were also formed.

e In October, the Czar yielded and announced his manifesto granting freedom of speech, press
and association, and conferred the power to make laws upon an elected body called the
‘Duma’.

¢ The Czar’s manifesto contained principles which would have made Russia a constitutional
monarchy like England.

e However, the Czar soon relapsed into his old ways. No longer could one hope for gradual
reform.

e The 1905 Revolution proved to be a dress rehearsal of the revolution that came in 1917.
Conclusion

The success of the October Revolution transformed the Russian state into a soviet republic. A
coalition of anti-Bolshevik groups attempted to unseat the new government in the Russian Civil War
from 1918 to 1922.

Discuss the reasons owing to which the Communists led by Mao-Tse-Tung emerged
victorious in the Chinese Civil War. Also, explain in what way Mao’s victory impacted

South Asian politics? (250 words)

Reference: World history by Norman Lowe

Why the question:

The question is from the static portions of GS paper |, part World Geography.

Key Demand of the question:

This question seeks reasons for the victory of Chinese Communist Party over KMT regime in the
Chinese Civil War and its impact upon South Asian Politics.

Directive:

Discuss — This is an all-encompassing directive — you have to debate on paper by going through the
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for
and against arguments.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Briefly introduce the Chinese Civil War. Put forth the timeline of it.

Body:

The answer body must have the following aspects covered:

Explain first how the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) emerged victorious despite the odds.

w
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Discuss the underlying factors; Political: The administration of both parties, Sino-Japanese War, Long
march etc. Socio-economic: The peasant and workers, the reforms of CCP, the communism effect.
Comparative Leadership: Mao Tse Tung vs Chiang Kai Shek, the revolutionary spirit of CCP etc.

Then, outline the effect of Chinese Revolution in the South Asian Region; Tibet issue, Sino-Indian war,
Taiwan and One China Policy etc.

Conclusion:

Summarize the above mentioned points which changed the fate of China and trace the emerging of
the present day assertive China to this civil war.

Introduction:

Few people in history deserve sole credit for changing the fate of an entire nation. One of them is
Mao Tse-tung, the man who rose from the peasantry to become the pre-eminent revolutionary
theorist, political leader and statesman of Communist China. Mao’s influence endured more than 40
years from the Long March of the 1930s, through the Red Army’s victory in 1949, until his death in
1976 at age 83. He remained chairman of the party to the end. The grip that Maoism — Mao’s
philosophy of socialism — had on decision-making and opinion-moulding loosened after 1976.

Body:

Mao Zedong and communist party of china were successful in liberating china. The factors that led
to this are:

o The Chinese emperor was deposed in 1911 and a republic was established in its place by the
Kuomintang (KMT)

e The KMT in the subsequent years under the leadership of Sun Yat Sen went on to
consolidate the Chinese state which was under the grip of provincial ‘war lords’

e Sun Yat Sen was able to garner the support of the communists in China who were under the
leadership of Mao. However, the relations between Mao and the KMT started to strain after
Sun Yat Sen’s demise in 1925

e The Communists were gradually purged by Chiang Kai Shek who came to head KMT after Sun
Yat Sen

e Civil War broke out in China once again and the Communists under the leadership of Mao
had to take refuge in the cold desert region of China. It was Mao’s leadership and
determination which ensured that the communists despite the heavy odds failed to cow
down

e The Communists were instrumental in raising the banner of revolt in wake of the Japanese
invasion. Joining forces with their sworn enemy, the KMT they were able to put a strong
opposition against the Imperial Japanese Army

e After the end of WW-II, the Western Powers wanted to back pro-capitalist Chiang Kai Shek
to acquire power. However, civil war erupted once again and Mao and his comrades were
able to wrest power from the KMT and had them take refuge in the island of Formosa
leading to the establishment of the People’s Republic of China.

Impact of Mao’s Victory on South Asian Politics:

e Tibet was not “Chinese” until Mao Zedong’s People’s Liberation Army (PLA)marched in and
made it so.
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e This has often been described by the Tibetan people and third party commentators as “a
cultural genocide”. This led to strained India china conflicts as Dalai Lama took refuge in
India.

e This climaxed into Sino Indo war of 1962 and caused loss of India due to its flawed defensive
forward Policy

e Loss of KMT government in China led to their fleeing into Taiwan, due to ideological
Differences between communist party and KMT party there has always been conflicts
between taiwan and china.

e China put forward a formula, known as “one country, two systems”, under which both
Beijing and Taipei agree that Taiwan belongs to China, while the two still disagree on which
entity is China’s legitimate governing body.

e One China policy is the recognition in the US of the long-held position in Beijing that there is
only one China, and Taiwan is part of that. Any country wishing to establish diplomatic
relations with Beijing must acknowledge there is only “One China” and sever all formal ties
with Taiwan.

e One-China principle faces opposition from supporters of the Taiwan independence
movement, which pushes to establish the “Republic of Taiwan” and cultivate a separate
identity apart from China called “Taiwanization”.

India’s strategy on China aggressiveness
e Not joining OBOR is not enough, India needs to clearly spell out a broader strategy on China.

o With the US distracted by domestic issues, Japan still reeling from stagflation, Russia hit by
low oil prices and Eurozone engaged internally post-downturn with questions on Greece
turmoil, immigrants and Brexit, ignoring China trying to dominate a unipolar world seems to
turning into a reality.

e The South China Sea countries have almost always been harassed by the stronghold of china.
India was instrumental in bringing the world forces together to hold on of the largest
exercises FORCE 18 which enabled India to bond with the ASEAN nations better and build
the trust with them.

e Indiais looking to train ASEAN nation’s navy; this is seen as an opportunity as a show off to
increase Indian presence in the area.

e India has been looking to find a market in the Far East nations which will help them to
establish itself in the countries and in turn step up military action to protect these
establishments.

Conclusion

These events inspired the communists elsewhere and added to the strength of the newly
independent nations. On the other hand, the Revolution led the United States of America to tighten
the noose on the communist bloc to help prevent the spread of communism.

Discuss the position of the Non-Alignment Movement in India’s foreign policy in

contemporary times. (250 words)
Reference: ijcrt.org
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Why the question:

The question is from the static portions of GS paper I, part World history.

Key Demand of the question:

One is expected to discuss the position of the Non-Alignment Movement in India’s foreign policy in
contemporary times

Directive:

Discuss — This is an all-encompassing directive — you have to debate on paper by going through the
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for
and against arguments.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Start with what you understand by NAM in general.

Body:

Non-alignment is an old concept today, and India has adopted an approach of “issue-based
alignment” in the recent times.

The NAM is a forum of 120 developing world states that are not formally aligned with or against any
major power bloc. The group was started in Belgrade, Yugoslavia in 1961. After the UN, it is the
largest grouping of states worldwide.

Discuss the way it took shape, its origin.

Explain in detail its relevance in the contemporary times; one of the challenges of the NAM in the
21st century has been to reassess its identity and purpose in the post-Cold War era. The movement
has continued to advocate for international cooperation, multilateralism, and national self-
determination, but it has also been increasingly vocal against the inequities of the world economic
order.

Conclusion:

Conclude with its importance.

Introduction

The Non-Aligned Movement was formed during the Cold War as an organization of States that did
not seek to formally align themselves with either the United States or the Soviet Union, but sought
to remain independent or neutral. It identifies the right of independent judgment, the struggle
against imperialism and neo-colonialism, and the use of moderation in relations with all big
powers as the three basic elements that have influenced its approach.

Body
Principles of Non-Alignment Movement:

J.L. Nehru has described the five pillars to be used as a guide for Sino-Indian relations called
Panchsheel (five restraints), these principles would later serve as the basis of the Non-Aligned
Movement. The five principles were:

e Mutual respect for each other’s territorial integrity and sovereignty
e  Mutual non-aggression

e Mutual non-interference in domestic affairs

e Equality and mutual benefit

e Peaceful co-existence

Relevance of Non-Alignment Movement:
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The 21st-century world order is significantly different from that of the 20th-century. Though the
world has changed, the problems have remained almost the same. In this context, NAM can prove
its worth by striving to work for the following contemporary issues:

¢ New Cold War: Those who say the NAM is a relic of the Cold War must also acknowledge
that a new Cold War is beginning to unfold, this time between the US and China. This can be
reflected in Trade War, Quad initiative, Indo-pacific narrative, emergence of Shanghai

Cooperation Organisation, naval presence in the Indian ocean, etc.

e The resurgence of colonialism: Neo-colonialism: Neo-colonialism is the practice of using
capitalism, globalisation, cultural imperialism, and conditional aid to influence a developing
country instead of the previous colonial methods of direct military control (imperialism) or
indirect political control (hegemony). China’s investment in Africa and Asia through its Belt
and Road initiativeis criticized for being neo-colonialism in nature whereas NAM can help in
establishing the ethos of collective action.

e Restructuring and democratization of the UN: Due to undemocratic representation and veto
power of permanent members in UNSC, the UNSC has been criticised as undemocratic. Thus,
there has been a demand for reforms in the UN system for long.

e Combating Global Issues: NAM becomes relevant to mobilize international public opinion
against terrorism, weapons of mass destruction (WMDs), nuclear proliferation, ecological
imbalance, safeguarding interests of developing countries in WTO (World Trade

Organization)

Importance of NAM for India

e Support for India’s Candidature in UNSC: NAM's total strength comprises 120 developing
countries and most of them are members of the UN General Assembly. Thus, NAM members
act as an important group in support of India’s candidature as a permanent member in
UNSC.

e Global South Cooperation: India is widely perceived as a leader of the developing world.
Thus, India’s engagement with NAM will further help in the rise of India’s stature as the
voice of the developing world or global south. In times of increasing protectionism, NAM can
provide a platform for South-South cooperation.

e Strengthening of Multipolar World Order: A multipolar world order is in concurrence with
Indian foreign policy. Thus, NAM can help in formation of a multipolar world with India
becoming a major pole.

Conclusion

Given the relevance of NAM in present times, it remains a critical diplomatic forum for the pursuit of
India’s foreign policy interests. Therefore, India must refrain from treating NAM as a ritual to be
performed every three years and start engaging with NAM constructively.

Thus, just like the start of cold war provided the ground for NAM in the 20th century, the Covid-19
pandemic has provided an opportunity for India to lay the foundation of NAM 2.0. In this context,
the virtual NAM summit hosted by India is a step in the right direction.
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The Cold War was a state of geopolitical hostility after World War Il between powers

in the Eastern powers and the western powers. Analyse. (250 words)

Reference: World History by Norman Lowe

Why the question:

The question is from the static portions of GS paper |, part world history.

Key Demand of the question:

Discuss in detail in what way the Cold war era was more of a state of geopolitical hostility between
the Eastern and Western powers after World War |I.

Directive:

Analyze — When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the
topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Introduce the answer by citing characteristics of cold war, post WW II.

Body:

Explain in what way the Cold War was an open yet restricted rivalry after WW Il between the Eastern
bloc (led by Communist Soviet Union) and the Western bloc (Capitalist West led by the US).

It was a state of mutual hostility, distrust and rivalry between the two blocs. Competing political and
economic ideologies defined the contours of the Cold War.

Explain how the Cold War was a manifestation of geopolitical tension between the two blocs.
Highlight the impact of it on various dimensions.

Conclusion:

Conclude with its impact.

Introduction:

The Cold War was a period (1945-1991) of geopolitical tension between the Soviet Union and its
satellite states (the Eastern European countries), and the United States with its allies (the Western
European countries) after World War Il. Post-World War I, the world got divided into two power
blocs dominated by two superpowers viz. the Soviet Union and the US. The two superpowers were
primarily engaged in an ideological war between the capitalist USA and the communist Soviet Union.
The term “Cold” is used because there was no large-scale fighting directly between the two sides.

Body:

e The two superpowers were keen on expanding their spheres of influence in different parts
of the world.

e Inaworld sharply divided between the two alliance systems, a state was supposed to
remain tied to its protective superpower to limit the influence of the other superpower and
its allies.

e The smaller states in the alliances used the link to the superpowers for their own purposes.

e They got the promise of protection, weapons, and economic aid against their local rivals,
mostly regional neighbours with whom they had rivalries.

e The alliance systems led by the two superpowers, therefore, threatened to divide the entire
world into two camps.

e This division happened first in Europe.

e Most countries of western Europe sided with the US and those of eastern Europe joined the
Soviet camp.

w
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o Thatis why these were also called the ‘western’ and the ‘eastern’ alliances.
Course of Cold war:

e The conflict was based around the ideological and geopolitical struggle for global influence
by these two superpowers, following their temporary alliance and victory against Nazi
Germany in 1945.

e Aside from the nuclear arsenal development and conventional military deployment, the
struggle for dominance was expressed via indirect means such as psychological warfare,
propaganda campaigns, espionage, far-reaching embargoes, rivalry at sports events and
technological competitions such as the Space Race.

o The first phase of the Cold War began shortly after the end of the Second World War in
1945.

e The United States created the NATO military alliance in 1949 in the apprehension of a Soviet
attack and termed their global policy against Soviet influence containment.

e The Soviet Union formed the Warsaw Pact in 1955 in response to NATO.

e Major crises of this phase included the 1948-49 Berlin Blockade, the 1927-1950 Chinese
Civil War, the 1950-1953 Korean War, the 1956 Hungarian Revolution, the 1956 Suez Crisis,
the Berlin Crisis of 1961 and the 1962 Cuban Missile Crisis.

e The USA and the USSR competed for influence in Latin America, the Middle East, and the
decolonizing states of Africa and Asia.

e Following the Cuban Missile Crisis, a new phase began that saw the Sino-Soviet split
between China and the Soviet Union complicate relations within the Communist sphere,
while US ally France began to demand greater autonomy of action.

e The USSR invaded Czechoslovakia to suppress the 1968 Prague Spring, while the US
experienced internal turmoil from the civil rights movement and opposition to the Vietnam
War.

e Inthe 1960s—70s, an international peace movement took root among citizens around the
world. Movements against nuclear arms testing and for nuclear disarmament took place,
with large anti-war protests.

e By the 1970s, both sides had started making allowances for peace and security, ushering in a
period of détente that saw the Strategic Arms Limitation Talks and the US opening relations
with the People’s Republic of China as a strategic counterweight to the USSR.

e 1In 1991, Soviet Union collapsed due to multiple factors which marked the end of the Cold
War, as one of the superpowers was weakened.

Conclusion:

The struggle between the two camps led to a Cold War which unlike a conventional war lasted for
over four decades, worsening economy, growth and life for humanity as the opposing camps fought
for geostrategic influence in various continents.
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How did adventurers and explorer helped in the scramble for Africa? Discuss with

examples. (250 words)

Reference: World History by Norman Lowe

Why the question:

The question is based on the theme of Scramble of Africa.

Key Demand of the question:

Discuss the role played by adventurers and explorers in the scramble for Africa. Give examples in
support.

Directive:

Discuss — This is an all-encompassing directive — you have to debate on paper by going through the
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for
and against arguments.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Start with how exploration affected Africa.

Body:

Exploration had a big impact on West Africa. When the Europeans went there the took silver and
many other resources from Africa. Another thing that happened was that they were made as slaves
from the Europeans and were taken to three different places. They were the United States, Brazil,
and The Bahamas.

European exploration of Sub-Saharan Africa begins with the Age of Discovery in the 15th century,
pioneered by the Kingdom of Portugal under Henry the Navigator. The European powers were
content to establish trading posts along the coast while they were actively exploring and colonizing
the New World.

Give relevant examples.

Conclusion:

Conclude with its importance.

Introduction

Most European nations had been content to have trading colonies around the coast of Africa. Only
the British and the Dutch (referred to as Boers) in South Africa had moved inland and set up new
settlements. In 1880 less than five per cent of the continent was ruled by European powers. But
within 20 years the situation had changed completely in what is known as the Scramble for Africa.

Body

Seven European nations took control of the whole of Africa apart from Liberia and Ethiopia. They
were helped to do this by the opening of the Suez Canal, which linked the Mediterranean to the Red
Sea and cut many kilometres off the journey to the east coast of Africa and India.

During the European colonial expansion, they turned to Africa to satisfy their greed for resources,
prestige and empire, examining the following factors which pushed imperial powers into Africa.

Economic factors

e The imperatives of capitalist industrialization—including the demand for assured sources of
raw materials, the search for guaranteed markets and profitable investment outlets—
spurred the European scramble and the partition and eventual conquest of Africa. Thus the
primary motivation for European intrusion was economic. (For example Algeria became one
of the profitable colonial possession for French goods; resources of Africa, for example Gold
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and Diamond mines in South Africa, Ivory, rubber, gold, and timber, copper from Congo
attracted the colonial powers)

e Slaves were brought through slave trades for working in the colonies of European powers
America, as there was large scale extermination of original inhabitants. The demand of slave
trade gradually increased and this led to more expansion by colonial powers in Africa

e Development of Suez Canal in Egypt by French company in 1869, aroused the interest of
colonial powers in the African region and they wanted to safeguard their route to India.
Military intervention was done in Egypt on the pretext of protection of Suez Canal and this
way Egypt came under British control

Political factors

e The political impetus derived from the impact of inter-European power struggles and
competition for pre-eminence. Britain, France, Germany, Belgium, Italy, Portugal, and Spain
were competing for power within European power politics. One way to demonstrate
national pre-eminence was through the acquisition of territories around the world, including
Africa.

e When slavery started become hindrance for colonial powers to penetrate interiors of Africa.
The colonial powers started promising abolition of slave trade and subsequently went to war
with local chiefs and kings to expand, their territorial possession

e Explorers, Christian missionaries saw Africa as a place for spreading message of Christianity
and they were supported by European governments by sending troops.

Social factors

e Asaresult of industrialization, major social problems grew in Europe: unemployment,
poverty, homelessness, social displacement from rural areas, and so on. These social
problems developed partly because not all people could be absorbed by the new capitalist
industries. One way to resolve this problem was to acquire colonies and export this “surplus
population.” This led to the establishment of settler-colonies in Algeria, Tunisia, South
Africa, Namibia, Angola, Mozambique, and central African areas like Zimbabwe and Zambia.
Eventually the overriding economic factors led to the colonization of other parts of Africa.

Course:

e Increasing rivalry between European powers — Britain, France, Germany etc — meant that
they needed more and more markets and sources for cheap raw material.

e Technological progress — mapping of inland Africa in the middle decades of the nineteenth
century, advances in treating deadly diseases like malaria etc — meant that the European
powers could finally move inland from the well-established coastal colonies.

e But this would require costly wars against the native population. So they reached a political
settlement where they divided the territory of Africa within themselves with no regard for
the wishes of the indigenous people of these lands!

e The settlement was reached in the Berlin conference of 1884. In 1870, less than 10% of
African territory was under European control. By 1914, it had increased to almost 90%! This
is known as the scramble of Africa.
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Conclusion

The nineteenth century was a period of profound and even revolutionary changes in the political
geography of Africa, characterized by the demise of old African kingdoms and empires and their
reconfiguration into different political entities. Some of the old societies were reconstructed and
new African societies were founded on different ideological and social premises. Consequently,
African societies were in a state of flux, and many were organizationally weak and politically
unstable. They were therefore unable to put up effective resistance against the European invaders.

The anti-colonial struggles in West Africa were led by the new elite of Western-

educated Africans. Examine.(250 words)

Reference: Mastering World History by Norman Lowe

Why the question:

The question is from the static portions of GS paper |, part World History.

Key Demand of the question:

The question expects us to explain that freedom struggles in several West African countries were also
led by such western-educated Africans. It expects us to bring out the role played by leaders in African
National movement and the impact of their struggles.

Directive:

Examine — When asked to ‘Examine’, we must look into the topic (content words) in detail, inspect it,
investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Give a brief introduction to the anti-colonial upsurge in western Africa — Anti-colonial upsurge in
West Africa was a part of the larger rush of decolonization after the massive wanton destruction of
the World War II.

Body:

Highlight that just as Indian freedom movement, in the 20th century, found a leader in M. K. Gandhi,
a western-educated lawyer, freedom struggles in several West African countries were also led by
such western-educated Africans

Discuss the role of leaders such as

Dr. Kwame Nkrumah, educated in London and US, led Gold Coast to freedom in 1957, and
rechristened the country Ghana.

Nnamdi Azikiwe, educated in US, led Nigeria to a successful anti-colonial struggle, leading to its
independence in 1960.

Amilcar Cabral, educated in Portugal, led Guinea-Bissau to freedom from Portugal. He was
assassinated before the official independence declaration of the country, but served as an inspiration
for other revolutionary leaders elsewhere, such as Fidel Castro.

Tovalou Houenou, defended the equality of race, opposed Eurocentricism and founded the Negritude
movement, the writings of which gave a fillip to anti-colonial struggles in West Africa.

Leopold Sedar Senghol and Felix Houphouet- Boigny were western educated individuals who
respectively led Senegal and Ivory Coast to independence.

Explain the nature of movement led by them — Some of these struggles were peaceful and
constitutional while some had the blueprint of non-cooperation and civil disobedience. Some
struggles were outright violent revolutions.

Conclusion:

Nations of West Africa, however, have seldom witnessed stability and peace after independence. The
countries have been marred by civil wars, brutal dictatorships and military coups.

Introduction
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Around the world, the intelligentsia has played an important role in shaping the country’s

polity. India too found leadership from Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru, Dr. B.R Ambedkar, M.K. Gandhi who
western educated. Similarly, in West Africa, west educated leaders contributed significantly to the
anti-colonial struggle.

Body

The anti-colonial struggles in West Africa as response to European imperialism assumed both violent
and non-violent form of resistance and spanned from late 19'" century to the mid-20%" century. The
form of resistance depended upon number of factors- influence of religion, nature of the colony,
degree of imperialism etc.

Western educated Africans who led the anti-colonial struggles in West Africa:

¢ Kwame Nkrumah, a London and US educated scholar played a pivotal role in achieving
independence of Gold Coast (later rechristened as Ghana)

e Nandi Azikiwae, and western educated liberal was instrumental in the hard struggle for
Nigeria’s emancipation.

e Amilcar Cabral, educated in Portugal, led Guinea-Bissau to freedom from Portugal. He was
assassinated before the official independence declaration of the country, but served as an
inspiration for other revolutionary leaders elsewhere, such as Fidel Castro.

e One of the outstanding figures in West Africa colonial struggle was Samouri Toure. He
created large Mandinka Empire in West Africa and his struggle is a significant example of
pragmatic resistance against French. He manufactured fire arms, relocated his kingdom and
engaged in diplomacy with both French and British.

e Tovalou Houenou, defended the equality of race, opposed Eurocentricism and founded
the Negritude movement, the writings of which gave a fillip to anti-colonial struggles in West
Africa.

e T.Jabavu established the press ‘Native Opinion” through which Black South Africans
expressed their opinions. The ‘Lagos weakly Record ‘was founded by John Payne Jackson, an
American- Liberian journalist who was influential in Lagos, Nigeria in 19" 20" Century.

e Leopold Sedar Senghol and Felix Houphouet- Boigny were western educated individuals who
respectively led Senegal and Ivory Coast to independence.

e When these scholars returned to their native countries after their stint abroad they could
clearly perceive the injustice meted out to them and their countrymen. Having spent some
time in land of where mutual respect, equality, freedom and dignity were enjoyed, they
could understand the artificial rules and exploitation under colonial administration in a clear
manner.

e Some of these struggles were peaceful and constitutional while some had the blueprint of
non-cooperation and civil disobedience. Some struggles were outright violent revolutions.

Conclusion

Nations of West Africa, however, have seldom witnessed stability and peace after independence.
The countries have been marred by civil wars, brutal dictatorships and military coups.
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Explain the key features of Colonization, how is it different from Imperialism? (250
words)

Reference: Mastering World History by Norman Lowe

Why the question:

The question is from the static portions of GS paper |, part World History.

Key Demand of the question:

Discuss the key features of Colonization and explain in what way it is different from Imperialism.
Directive:

Explain - Clarify the topic by giving a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the
particular context. You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with
relevant associated facts.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Start with the definition of Colonization.

Body:

Colonialism implies domination of people’s life and culture. The main goal of colonialism is extraction
of economic benefits from the colony. Colonialism results in control over life of natives in political,
economic, cultural and social spheres. It is more subtle whereas Imperialism is more formal and
aggressive.

Differentiate Colonialism with that of Imperialism. Imperialism refers; more broadly, to control or
influence that is exercised either formally or informally, directly or indirectly, politically or
economically. Colonialism usually implies formal political control, involving territorial annexation and
loss of sovereignty.

Brief about the two and discuss their impact.

Conclusion:

Conclude with their significant role in chalking the history of the world.

Introduction

Colonialism or colonization is the “the system or policy of a nation seeking to extend or retain its
authority over other people or territories”. Colonialism implies domination of people’s life and
culture. The main goal of colonialism is extraction of economic benefits from the colony. Colonialism
results in control over life of natives in political, economic, cultural and social spheres. It is subtler
whereas Imperialism is more formal and aggressive.

Body:
Key features of Colonialism:

e Deindustrialisation of markets: the effect on third world countries of
social and economic change caused by skewed industrial revolution of first world countries.
This led to rising unemployment in various sectors of economy of various nations.

e Boost to Mercantilism:Mercantilism, in a way, was both the cause as well as the effect of
colonialism. Mercantile economic policies were definitely an impetus for the start of
colonization. But subsequently, the benefits due to colonial exploitation further reinforced
the ideology of mercantile capitalism and augmented its spread across Europe. As a result,
these countries saw very rapid increase in trade volume while colonies suffered
proportionally.

e Economic impact of colonialism is the ‘drain of wealth, led to control over production and
trade, the exploitation of natural resources, and the improvement of infrastructure.
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e Political deprivation: No rights for Indians in political administration. Laws and regulations
made for British welfare. Role of Indians in administration very miniscule. Decision regarding
welfare of Indians taken by administrators in Britain.

e Slave Trade:To effectively utilize the resources, colonizers needed immense amount of
l[abour. During the initial years, the European settlers met labour requirements by enslaving
the native populations. However, the decline in the native population led to importing slaves
from Africa which emerged as a lucrative alternative.

e Social inequality: Indians were treated as inferior compared to British. Interest and tradition
of Indians were not respected. People forced to follow British social order and Indians not
given due respect. Equality between Indians and British non-existent.

e Columbian Exchange: The term Columbian Exchange refers to the widespread exchange of
plants, animals, culture, human populations, technology, and ideas that occurred between
the new world (Americas) and the Old World (Eurasia) in the 15th and 16th centuries, as a
result of European colonization and trade.

Imperialism, on the other hand, means the ability of a state or empire to exert its influence beyond
its borders. This influence can be exerted in multiple manners, like colonialism, militarism, cultural
hegemony etc. Thus it can be safely argued that colonialism is a practice and imperialism is the idea
driving that practice.

The period of territorial expansion by European powers, the United States, and Japan during the late
19th and early 20th centuries, which resulted in subjugation of almost all of Africa and parts of Asia
is referred to as New Imperialism. It was distinct from the earlier phases of imperialistic expansion,
known as old imperialism.

Differences between Colonialism and Imperialism
Colonialism Imperialism

Colonialism is when one country physically exerts its
domination, either through a combination of war and
diplomacy, over another country with a view to
exploiting its resources

Imperialism is when one country is involved
in creating an empire and expanding the
borders in order to project its power.

Imperialisms is just about exerting control
over the conquered regions either through
direct governance or through indirect

In colonialism, there will be a movement of people to
the new territory, becoming permanent settlers in the
e control mechanisms

Imperialism is far older than colonialism
dating back to ancient empires in history
but is more commonly associated with the
Roman Empire

Colonialism in the modern sense dates back to the 15th
century when Europeans began to colonize large
swathes of Asia and Africa

Colony comes from the Latin word colonus which Imperialism comes from the Latin word
means ‘to farm’ ‘imperium’ which means to ‘command’

The Scramble for Africa in the 19th Century
and the Chinese domination of Vietnam
from 111 BC to 983 AD are examples of

Examples of colonialism are to be found in the takeover
of India, Australia, Southern, and Central Africa by the
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British and Western and North Africa by the French Imperialism
Conclusion:

The difference between imperialism and colonialism can be seen through the economic and political
aspect. While colonialism wants economic dominance with partial or complete political freedom,
imperialism needs both economic and political dominance of the empire.

What were the driving factors that led to decolonization post world war I1? Analyse
with relevant examples . (250 words)

Reference: Mastering World History by Norman Lowe

Why the question:

The question is from the static portions of GS paper |, part World History.

Key Demand of the question:

Discuss the driving factors that led to decolonization post world war Il and explain with relevant
examples.

Directive:

Analyze — When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the
topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Start with definition of decolonization.

Body:

Decolonization is the action or process of a state withdrawing from a former colony, leaving it
independent. After 1945 many states in Europe and Asia were decolonized. Mainly decolonization
started in Asia, Africa and Middle East.

Discuss the driving factors post world war Il; Lack of resources, Freedom movements, Non-aligned
movement, Influence from newly decolonized countries etc.

Give examples.

Conclusion:

Conclude by highlighting its importance.

Introduction

Decolonization is the process by which colonies become independent of the colonizing country. It
means that to some extent, a movement began following WWI and gained momentum after
WWII, where people around the world said that people have the right to govern themselves.
However, many of the colonizing countries that lost control of governments maintained a
presence in decolonize territories, often in the form of military. After 1945 many states in Europe
and Asia were decolonized. Mainly decolonization started in Asia, Africa and Middle East.

Body

The reasons why decolonization took place are many and complex, varying widely from one
country to another. Three key elements played a major role in the process: colonized peoples’
thirst for independence, the Second World War which demonstrated that colonial powers were no
longer invulnerable, and a new focus on anti-colonialism in international arenas such as the
United Nations.

The other factors that led to decolonization post-world war Il:

e Lack of resources: After World War Il, European countries generally lacked the wealth and
political support necessary to suppress faraway revolts; they also faced opposition from
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the new superpowers, the U.S. and the Soviet Union, both of which had taken positions
against colonialism.

o Freedom movements: Many independence movements started in colonial states. Many
countries took the advantage of that.

e Atlantic charter (1941): it stated that people should have the right to choose their own
government.

e Rise of the Third world countries: The newly independent nations of the “third world”
joined the UNO. These new member states had a few characteristics in common; they
were non-white, with developing economies, facing internal problems that were the result
of their colonial past, which sometimes put them at odds with European countries and
made them suspicious of European-style governmental structures, political ideas, and
economic institutions.

e Establishment of United Nations: United nations put pressure on imperial countries like
UK, France to provide independence to colonies. Nation-state has been accepted as ideal
form of political organization.

¢ New international economic order: In 1961, non-alignhed movement was followed by
formation of United Nations conference on trade and development (UNCTD) which tried
to promote new international economic order. It emphasized the importance of under
developed countries.

e Cold war: The Cold War influence the process because the United States and the Soviet
Union struggled to exert influence in the former colonies, and economic growth.

¢ Non-aligned movement: Nehru from India, Tito the communist leader from Yugoslavia,
Nasser from Egypt successfully opposed French and British imperial powers.

e Education and literature: Education and western literatures gave room for rational
thinking and independence thoughts.

¢ Influence of newly decolonized countries: Many states were influenced from the
neighbouring countries for decolonization and they had mutual support.

e Rise of Neo-colonialism: practice of using capitalism and globalization by their power and
administration.

Conclusion:

Thus, it can be inferred that post-World War Il, European nations were unable to have control on
their colonies due to strong and persistent opposition by the colonies along with pressure from
new super powers i.e. USA and USSR. However, decolonization prolonged for decades in Asia and
Africa and many were freed after huge struggle.

What problems were appropriate to the decolonization process of Malay Peninsula?

Explain. (250 words)

Reference: Mastering world history by Norman Lowe

Why the question:

The question is from the static portions of GS paper |, part World history.
Key Demand of the question:
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One is expected to discuss the causative factors that led to the decolonization process of Malay
Peninsula.

Directive:

Explain - Clarify the topic by giving a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the
particular context. You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with
relevant associated facts.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Start by defining the term ‘Decolonization’.

Body:

In the aftermath of Second World War, the imperial nations began transferring power to the
indigenous people in their respective colonies. This process is termed as Decolonization.

Discuss the details with respect to the Malay Peninsula; politically, the peninsula comprises the far
southeastern Myanmar (Burmay), the southwestern Thailand, Malaysia, and Singapore.

Present the causative factors that led to decolonization; Economic challenges germane to
Decolonization, Racial Harmony and Communist insurgency, Federation and its collapse etc.
Discuss the timeline in detail and its impact in general.

Conclusion:

To conclude, poverty removal, economic development, racial integration, communist insurgency and
merger of Singapore were the prominent challenges germane with the decolonization of Malay
Peninsula.

Introduction

Malay Peninsula was under the British influence since they first came in the late 18th century
looking towards Southeast Asia for new resources. Since then the British East India Company traded
and partly controlled the region. The growth of their China trade further increased the company’s
desire for bases in the region near it. The decolonization of Malaya Peninsula was an extension of
the series of decolonization movements going across the Asia and Africa and was influenced from
this process which speeded-up after the World War-Il.

Body
Problems associated with decolonization process of Malay Peninsula

e Malay Peninsula was a multi-racial, multi-cultural society with Malay Chinese and Indians
forming major ethnic and interest groups which was a suitable condition for colonial powers
to consolidate their regime.

e The post-world war phase witnessed communal violence.

e Fall of Singapore and Japanese advances in Malay Peninsula during the World War-II forced
the British to consider reassessment of its non-interventionist policies in favour of ethnic
cooperation and multiracial government in this region. But with the presence of diverse
interest of different groups reaching to a consensus was a tough task.

e Cold War ideological rivalry was prevalent in Malayan Peninsula too where with the rise of
commintern aligned communist parties like Malayan Communist Party and Chinese
Communist Organization, the fear of Malayan Peninsula falling to the Communists emerged.

e It was a nightmare for the liberal democracies/ colonial powers (i.e. British) which ensured
transfer of power to ideologically friendly regimes.

e The commodity prices and exchange rates were in a fluctuating condition after world war Il.
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o  World war Il severely hit the construction and infrastructure sector.

e The natural rubber was replaced by synthetic rubber that caused job loss to many people.
The total development process was stalled.

e Singapore’s Lee Kuan Yew had proposed an idea to form a Federation of Malaya composed
of British Malay, N.Borneo, Sarawak and Singapore.

e But this proposal couldn’t materialize till mid-60s due to opposition of Indonesia, Philippines
and Brunei. (1963).

e The economic condition and politics of the Malay peninsula broke down due to the collapse
of the federation.

Conclusion

To conclude, poverty removal, economic development, racial integration, communist insurgency and
merger of Singapore were the prominent challenges germane with the decolonization of Malay
peninsula.

I
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Salient features of Indian Society, Diversity of India.

Discuss how child marriages in India lead to an intergenerational cycle of poverty. Also

suggest some measures to curb this menace. (250 words)

Reference: Down to Earth

Why the question:

The question is based on the impact of child marriages and its impact on poverty.

Key Demand of the question:

Explain how the risks associated with child marriage do not end with girls married before 18: It leads
to an intergenerational cycle of poverty that adversely impacts the economy.

Directive:

Discuss — This is an all-encompassing directive — you have to debate on paper by going through the
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for
and against arguments.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Start with facts related to child marriages in India.

Body:

Recent estimates by United Nations Children’s Fund projected that an additional 10 million girls
globally will be at risk of child marriages over the next decade due to COVID-19. This may be the case
despite years of significant global gains.

The risks associated with child marriage do not end with girls who are married before 18: it leads to
an intergenerational cycle of poverty that adversely impacts the economy. It puts girls at risk of being
denied access to education, which impacts their autonomy and their access to health care.

Child marriages perpetuate gender discrimination, which in turn lead to malnutrition and
reproductive health issues. The ongoing pandemic has undermined the progress made towards
achieving gender rights and educational parity for girls.

Suggest what need to be done.

Conclusion:

Conclude with suitable solutions.

Introduction:

Child marriage usually refers to a social phenomenon practiced in some societies in India, where a
young child (usually a girl below the age of fifteen) is married to an adult man. A second form of
practice of child marriage is that in which the parents of the two children (the girl and boy) arrange a
future marriage. In this practice, the individuals (the boy and girl) do not meet one another until
they reach the marriageable age, when the wedding ceremony is performed.

Recent analysis by UNICEF points out that one in three of the world’s child brides live in India. It has
also warned India against the increase in child marriages owing to the adversaries of COVID-19. To

achieve the commitment of ending child marriages by 2030, it becomes important to integrate the

COVID -19 responses with child marriage elimination efforts.

Body:

The factors that encourage its subsistence are usually a combination of poverty, the lack of
education, continued perpetration of patriarchal relations that encourage and facilitate gender
inequalities, and cultural perspectives that encourage the phenomenon to thrive.

Continued prevalence of child marriage in India

e
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e Lack of education: A big determinant of the age of marriage is education. Around 45% of
women with no education and 40% with primary education married before the age of 18,
according to NFHS-4.

e Seen as a Burden: Economically, child marriages work as mechanisms that are quick income
earners. A girl child is seen as a leeway to a large dowry, to be given to her family upon her
marriage.

e Poverty: In terms of economic status, women from poor households tend to marry earlier.
While more than 30% of women from the lowest two wealth quintiles were married by the
age of 18, the corresponding figure in the richest quintile was 8%.

e Social background:Child marriages are more prevalent in rural areas and among Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled Tribes.

o Trafficking: Poor families are tempted to sell their girls not just into marriage, but into
prostitution, as the transaction enables large sums of money to benefit the girl’s family and
harms the girl. There is apathy towards their girls and the money by selling their girls is used
for the benefit of their sons

e Girls are often seen as a liability with limited economic role. Women’s work is confined to
the household and is not valued. In addition, there is the problem of dowry. Despite the fact
that dowry has been prohibited for five decades (Dowry Prohibition Act, 1961), it is still
common for parents of girls in India to give gifts to the groom and /or his family either in
cash or kind. The dowry amount increases with the age and the education level of the girl.
Hence, the “incentive” of the system of dowry perpetuates child marriage.

e The families and girls who might benefit from social protection programmes are not always
aware of them and these schemes are often limited to providing cash transfers without the
accompanying messages to address the multi-dimensional nature of child marriage.

Interlinkages of poverty and child marriages in India:

e Madhya Pradesh recorded 46 child marriages between November 2019 and March 2020, a
figure that that jumped to 117 in just three months of the lockdown from April to June 2020,
data provided by ChildLine India

e According to ChildLine India, across India 5,214 child marriages were reported in the first
four months of lockdown between March to June.

e  UNICEF has said that in Madhya Pradesh where child marriages are a constant challenge,
economic pressures due to the pandemic has pushed poor parents to marry off girls early.

Facts and figures about the prevalence of Child marriage in India:

e Child marriage is widespread across India, with nearly half of brides married as girls. While
there has been a decline in the incidence of child marriage nationally (from 54 per cent in
1992-93 to 33 per cent today) and in nearly all states, the pace of change remains slow,
especially for girls in the age group 15-18 years.

e Child marriage is more prevalent in rural areas (48 per cent) than in urban areas (29 per
cent). There are also variations across different groups, particularly excluded communities,

e
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castes and tribes — although some ethnic groups, such as tribal groups, have lower rates of
child marriage compared with the majority population.

Drop out of school, have a low-paid job and limited decision-making power at home. A girl
with 10 years of education has a six times lower chance of being pushed into marriage
before she is 18.

40% of the world’s 60 million child marriages take place in India according to the National
Family Health Survey. India has the 14th highest rate of child marriage in the world,
according to the International Center for Research on Women.

One in two women (age 20-24 years) in six states continue to
get married before legal age of marriage

Lowest Himachal Pradesh: 9.1%
Highest Bihar: 68.2%

Arunachal Pradesh

Sikkim
7

Andaman & Nicobar Islanc

Per cent 24.6

91-195(7)
19.6- 2456 (7)
24.7-376(7)
37.7-518(7) ,
519-68.2(6) ' .

Missing Value (1) Soureﬁe: DLHS, 2007-2008

Puducherry
17.2

o

Measures to prevent child marriages:

Education is one of the most effective strategies to protect children against marriage. When
girls are able to stay in school an attitudinal change can also occur towards their
opportunities within the community.

Gender sensitization programs: Gender training programs should be spread throughout the
district for police and NGOs. Primary and secondary education for girls should be promoted.

Government of India along with organizations like UNICEF and NGOs should make the efforts

for the implementation of the convergent national strategy, which includes:

Law enforcement: Capacity-building on laws, support mechanisms such as a child marriage
telephone hotline, ‘Odisha Child Marriage Resistance Forum’.

Girls’ empowerment: Imparting Life skills, protection skills, higher education and
employment opportunities etc.

Community mobilization: Working with influential leaders, oaths and pledges, counselling,
folk and traditional media. Government’s partnerships with civil society organizations and

w

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips

Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpocchCX9GEIwaile4HLjwA
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia

Page 53


https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia

INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS ‘o,

communities are key to supporting community mobilization efforts and mindset changes
and partnerships with the media are very important for raising awareness of child marriage.

e Promoting convergence of sectors at all levels, in particular with education and social
protection schemes and programmes.

¢ Government of India has already enacted laws like Child marriage prohibition act 2006 and
started many initiatives like Beti Bachao Beti Padhao, Sukanya Samriddhi Yojana etc. to
incentivize the people to give equal treatment to their daughters as their sons.

e The Government of India is also implementing national programmes aimed at protecting and
promoting the development of children, while states are supporting these initiatives through
state-level schemes. However, many of the programmes focus on addressing financial
vulnerability through cash transfer schemes to keep girls in school. The governments’ efforts
should go beyond the financial solution and should also focus on changing mindset, creating
awareness etc.

e Conditional Cash Transfer schemes addresses issues more towards the individual rather
than the household, which is the focus of the government.

e Certain national schemes, is, related to maternity benefits and the survival and education of
the girl child which addresses the problem of child marriage directly or indirectly.
E.g.: Dhanalakshmi, Rajiv Gandhi Scheme for Empowerment of Adolescent girls
(SABLA) etc.

e CCTs have benefits of legal protection of the marriage as well as ensuring education of girls.
Conclusion:

Government of India has the biggest responsibility towards ensuring better childhood of every child.
Every child irrespective of socio-economic status is entitled to the quality education, health facilities
and freedom and space to enjoy childhood.

It is important to equip girls to take a stand against dowry and marriage systems, as
well as question women’s subordination at large to overcome this societal evil.
Comment. (250 words)

Reference: Indian Express

Introduction:

Dowry, a cultural practice deeply rooted in many Indian communities, refers to the money, goods, or
property given to a bridegroom’s family along with the bride. Dowry is a social evil in the society,
that has caused unimaginable tortures and crimes towards women. The evil has taken lives of
women from all strata of society — be it poor, middle class or the rich. However, it is the poor who
succumb and fall prey to it, more due to their lack of awareness and education.

Body:
Case study of Kerala:

e Kerala’s development experience is marked by very high social and human development
indicators, with the state listed first among others, even in the most recent NITI Aayog’s
ranking of states.
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e Female literacy rate in Kerala is among the highest, more than 95 per cent, and the state has
a better sex ratio compared to most states.

e The recent series of alleged suicides by young women, due to dowry-related violence, and
the intensity of violence each had to encounter reveal cracks in the social and economic
fabric of Kerala.

e The critical contribution of women as frontline soldiers during the pandemic, be it ASHA,
anganwadi workers/helpers, community-level volunteers, nurses and doctors headed by a
woman health minister, has also been noted.

e But crimes against women are increasing in the state, as per the latest NCRB data.

e Though dowry deaths are small in number — six cases in both 2019 and 2020 — cases of
cruelty by husbands or relatives, which could be seen as a proxy for dowry-related violence,
are substantial (2,715 cases in 2020 as per provisional figures), second only to molestation.

Reasons for dowry to be deeply entrenched in our society:
e Patriarchal nature:
o Sons are seen as assets.

o There is a strong preference for male children, which has been blamed for years of
female feticide.

o This has left India with a very unbalanced sex ratio. There are 940 women for every
1,000 men according to 2011 census.

o India has 37 million more men than women, making it hard for men to find suitable
brides.

e Societal attitude:

o Instead of being regarded as a crime and a source of shame, dowry has become a
matter of pride.

o Itis discussed over coffee at family gatherings.
o Sons-in-law are often introduced with the price tag they come with.

o Educated grooms tend to demand higher dowries. Education is reduced to just
another factor that determines your market rate.

o Today, dowries are seen as being directly linked to the brides’ estimation and
treatment by her husband, forcing their families to ensure that a substantial amount
of dowry is provided.

e Greed:

o Owing to expectations of material benefits from the bride’s family, dowry is
demanded for, and at times, when the demands are not met, either the marriage is
called off, or the bride is exploited leading to domestic violence.

o llliteracy:
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o With a literacy rate of 74.04% in the country, it is quite valid to consider it the
primary cause for different social evils.

o The communities that are not knowledgeable about the laws and legislation face
several atrocities owing to dowry exchange practices.

Lack of Willingness to adhere to laws:
o The primary reason behind the failure is lack of mass participation.

o People pay no heed to such laws and make sure to exploit the dowry system to gain
material benefits under the veil of a marriage proposal.

Implications of dowry:

It is because of the dowry system, that daughters are not valued as much as the sons.

In the society, many a times it has been seen that they are seen as a liability and are often
subjected to subjugation and are given second hand treatment may it be in education or
other amenities.

The parents don’t lay enough emphasis on educating their daughters, as they feel that
husbands will support them latter.

The Poorer sections of society who send their daughters out to work and earn some money,
to help them save up for her dowry.

The regular middle and upper class backgrounds do send their daughters to school, but don’t
emphasize career options.

The very wealthy parents who happily support their daughters until they get married and
their ability to fork out a high dowry.

Measures to curb dowry:

Education & Sensitization:
o Educate the younger generation of sons and daughters
o Encourage them to have their own career
o Teach them to be independent and responsible
o Treat your daughters equally without any discrimination
o Do not encourage the practice of giving or taking dowry
Mass Media Campaign:

o Maedia holds the potential to remove dowry system from the mainstream Indian
society.

o By publishing related news and making the authorities aware of any reported case of
dowry related crime, they can keep an effective check upon the prospects.

Laws on Dowry in India

o The Dowry Prohibition Act 1961 deals with dowry in India.

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips Page 56
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpocchCX9GEIwaile4HLjwA
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia

w


https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia

INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS ‘o,

o This Act prohibits the practice of giving or taking of dowry by either parties to a
marriage. This law also punishes demanding and advertising dowry.

o Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act, 2005:

o The Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act, 2005, was passed in order to
provide a civil law remedy for the protection of women from domestic violence in
India.

o The Domestic Violence Act encompasses all forms of physical, verbal, emotional,
economic and sexual abuse and forms a subset of the anti-dowry laws to the extent
it is one of the reasons for domestic violence.

¢ Role of voluntary organization:
o They should make propaganda against the evils of dowry.

o The workers of these organizations should help the victims of dowry harassment and
get them justice.

o These organizations should make aware of their address to the people through
advertisement so that victims can appeal them for their help to get justice.

Conclusion:

Dowry has become an institutionalized and integral part of the Indian marriage. Social and economic
realities do little to keep it in check. In such a situation, the need to revise the institutional
framework concerning dowry and the need for more research on different forms of dowry and the
reasons for its prevalence is the need of the hour.

Role of women and women’s organization; population and associated issues,
poverty and developmental issues,

Tarun Tejpal case judgment needs to be overturned. Else, it will remain as a bad
precedent that impedes the workplace safety of women. Critically analyse. (250

words)

Reference: The Hindu

Why the question:

Earlier this week, a Goa Sessions Court acquitted former Tehelka Editor-in-Chief Tarun Tejpal of all
charges relating to his alleged rape of his junior colleague (the prosecutrix) in 2013. Thus the
question.

Key Demand of the question:

One is expected to analyse the case from the perspective of safety of women at workplace.
Directive:

Critically analyze — When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or
nature of the topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary.
When ‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the
topic and give a fair judgment.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Start with brief background of the case.

Body:
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Explain that the judgment adopts deeply flawed lines of reasoning that exemplify the system’s
failures to protect sexual assault survivors, particularly when faced with power imbalances.

Discuss then the reasons for criticizing the Tarun Tejpal case judgment; the judgment is criticized for
its unprecedented interpretation in support of the accused. Violation of privacy — Section 53A in the
Indian Evidence Act rules out reference to past sexual history. However, the survivor was subjected to
answer even intimate details of her life and her friendships. The judgment criminalizes the right of a
survivor to approach activists and lawyers for their help.

Conclusion:

Suggest what needs to be done, emphasize on need to overturn the judgment while reiterating
importance of workplace safety of women.

Introduction

A recent judgment in a seven-year-old rape case is a triggering reminder to Indian women about the
way the country sees rape. In November 2013, a female journalist had accused Tarun Tejpal, then
editor-in-chief of Tehelka magazine and her boss, of sexually assaulting her on two occasions on the
sidelines of a public event in Goa. Tejpal was arrested a few days later and spent several months in
jail before being granted bail. Seven-and-a-half years later, on May 21, a district court in the state of
Goa acquitted Tejpal.

Body

Many lawyers and activists said that this judgment goes way beyond what one could call a judicial
line. It is written not in keeping with even basic judicial propriety.

Judgement is antithesis of women’s safety in Indian workplaces

e The Tejpal judgment could have stopped with an acquittal on reasonable doubt due to lack
of police evidence. Instead, there are insinuations about the woman'’s credibility, including
the fact that she admittedly had no physical injuries after the assault.

e The 527-page long judgment by justice Kshama Joshi lays bare intimate details of the
survivor’s private life, her past and present relationships, her conversations with friends, and
her own views as a journalist on sexual consent and rape.

e Justice Joshi referred to the survivor’s past sexual history as if it spoke to her character and it
mattered to the alleged sexual assault that happened in the elevator.

e There are many misogynistic judgments, but none that tears into the complainant in this
manner.

e The revulsion in the judicial gaze against the complainant also plays out in the fact that the
judgment names the survivor and even lists her email address, a clear departure from the
guidelines for sexual assault cases.

e This judgment is the exact opposite of the #MeToo movement. If this judgment stands and
there are no sanctions passed against the judge by a higher court, this is the worst setback
to the women’s movement in decades.

e By Naming Survivor, Judge Violated Law Despite law being clear, the judge while acquitting
Tarun Tejpal revealed the identity of the rape survivor. Section 228A of the Indian Penal
Code makes disclosure of the identity of victims of certain offences punishable.

e While acquitting Tarun Tejpal, the trial court held that the “woman’s behaviour” was a key
factor in “undermining her case”. This is victimizing the survivor further.
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Conclusion

The judgement in this case underlines that it is not biology but ideology which determines the social
reality. The judgement will find its place in history as an example of the worst kind of victim blaming
and shaming to the benefit of the accused. If this sets a precedent, women’s safety at workplaces
will be jeopardized in the country.

Dalit women are more vulnerable to violence in our country due to Systematic and
structural discrimination; In this backdrop explain why India’s Dalit women are
vulnerable to sexual violence? Also critically examine role of Indian judicial system in

protecting these survivors. (250 words)

Reference: The Hindu

Why the question:

The article brings to us insights on recognising caste-based violence against women.

Key Demand of the question:

Discuss the issue of caste-based violence against women in the country while explaining the key role
that the Indian judicial system must play in protecting these survivors.

Directive:

Critically examine — When asked to ‘Examine’, we have to look into the topic (content words) in
detail, inspect it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question.
While doing so we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications.
When ‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the
topic and give a fair judgment.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Start with recent incidences justifying the case in question; the horror of the gang rape of a 19-year-
old Dalit woman in Hathras in 2020.

Body:

The answer body must have the following aspects covered:

Firstly discuss why Dalit women are more vulnerable to violence; culture of impunity — Dalit, also
known as the “untouchables” in India, languish at the bottom of the South Asian country’s caste
hierarchy. Dalit women, who make up 16% of India’s female population, face higher risks of gender
and caste-based violence and are often exposed to widespread sexual violence. Dalit women are
more vulnerable to violence is because they make up the majority of India’s landless laborers and
scavengers, and a significant percentage of them are forced into prostitution or sold into brothels.
For this reason, Dalit women are more likely to come into contact with landlords and enforcement
agencies, which can then easily exploit and abuse them with impunity. law and order systems are not
accessible. Etc.

Then, critically examine role of Indian judicial system in protecting these survivors.

Conclusion:

Take hints from the article and suggest way forward.

Introduction

The horror of the gang rape of a 19-year-old Dalit woman in Hathras in 2020 is still fresh in our
minds. Activists, academics and lawyers argued that the sexual violence took place on account of the
woman’s gender and caste and that the Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of
Atrocities) Act, 1989 (PoA Act) must be invoked. Another case of sexual violence on a blind Dalit
woman highlights caste based sexual atrocity.

Body
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Background

On the heels of the Hathras crime came a new judgment of the Supreme Court (Patan Jamal
Valiv. State of Andhra Pradesh) addressing the intersectionality of caste, gender and
disability.

In this case, the victim of sexual assault was a blind 22-year-old Dalit woman. The trial court
and the High Court had convicted the accused for rape under Section 376 of the Indian Penal
Code (IPC), and under Section 3(2)(v) of the PoA Act, and sentenced him to life
imprisonment.

The Supreme Court, in its judgment delivered by Justice D.Y. Chandrachud and Justice M.R.
Shah, confirmed the conviction and the punishment for rape under the IPC but set aside the
conviction under the PoA Act.

On the one hand, this judgment is a huge step forward as the court used the opportunity to
bring recognition to intersectional discrimination faced by women on the grounds of sex,
caste and disability.

However, by setting aside the conviction under the PoA Act, it is like many other previous
judgments of the Supreme Court.

Role of Indian judiciary in protecting sexual violence victims

The Supreme Court, in a first, elaborated on the need for an intersectional approach, to take
into account the multiple marginalities that the victim faced.

It relied on well-known intersectional theorists such as Kimberlé Crenshaw who first coined
the term ‘intersectionality’ and on the statement of the Combahee River Collective which
addressed the intersectional discrimination faced by black women in the U.S.

Using these sources, the court recognised that when the identity of a woman intersects with
her caste, class, religion, disability and sexual orientation, she may face violence and
discrimination due to two or more grounds.

It said we need to understand how multiple sources of oppression operated cumulatively to
produce a specific experience of subordination for the blind Dalit woman.

Placing special emphasis on making the criminal justice system more responsive to women
with disabilities facing sexual assault, the court also laid down directions to train judges, the
police and prosecutors to be sensitised in such cases.

Criticism against ignorance of caste-based violence

In cases of sexual violence against Dalit and Adivasi women, courts have almost consistently
set aside convictions under the PoA Act.

In 2006 in Ramdas and Others v. State of Maharashtra, where a Dalit minor girl was raped,
the Supreme Court set aside the conviction under the PoA Act stating that the mere fact that
the victim happened to be a woman who was member of an SC community would not
attract the PoA Act.
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e In Dinesh Alias Buddha v. State of Rajasthan (2006), the Supreme Court held: “It is not case
of the prosecution that the rape was committed on the victim since she was a member of
Scheduled Caste.”

e |n 2019, in Khuman Singh v. State of Madhya Pradesh, a case of murder, again the court held
that the fact that the deceased was a member of an SC community was not disputed but
there was no evidence to show that the offence was committed only on that ground;
conviction under the PoA Act was set aside.

e There are several precedents insisting on an unrealistic burden of proof. This issue needs to
be referred to a larger bench to take a different view.

e The only evidence that can be led is that the victim was from an SC/ST community and that
the accused was aware of that.

e When a woman is from a marginalised caste and is disabled, she faces discrimination due to
her sex, caste/tribe and disability, all of which render her vulnerable to sexual violence.

e This is what intersectionality theory requires us to recognise.
Way forward

e It matters, even if life imprisonment was given in this case, because the repeated setting
aside of convictions under the PoA Act bolsters the allegations that the law is misused and
amounts to the erasure of caste-based violence faced by women.

e Further, as stated in the recent Parliamentary Standing Committee Report on Atrocities and
Crimes against Women and Children, the “high acquittal rate motivates and boosts the
confidence of dominant and powerful communities for continued perpetration”.

e This judgment was a missed opportunity for the court to use intersectionality to uphold the
conviction under the PoA Act or refer the matter to a larger bench if needed.

e We need to stop hiding behind smokescreens of hyper-technicality of evidence and
recognise caste-based violence against women when it stares us in the face.

e Else, our caste discrimination laws will be rendered toothless.

e Ifintersectionality theory mattered in this case, it should have influenced an interpretation
of the PoA Act that reflects the lived experiences of women facing sexual violence.

Should India implement a child limit? Analyse and suggest if One-Child Policy would be

effective for population control in India? (250 words)

Reference: The Hindu

Why the question:

China will for the first time allow couples to have a third child in a further relaxation of family
planning rules five years after a “two-child policy” largely failed to boost birth rates. Thus the context
of the question.

Key Demand of the question:

Analyse if one-child policy can aid India in controlling its population and should India put a limit on
child for its population control measures.

Directive:

Analyze — When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the
topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary.
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Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Start with what was the One-Child Policy of China.
Body:

India is already overpopulated. According to the United Nations Department of Economic and Social
Affairs, population of India is 1.32 billion, hitting the 1-billion mark.

One place behind the world’s most populous city, China with 1.38 billion (The United Nations).
Although the population has been a problem acknowledged by the government, it has been growing
continuously, non-stop. India’s population is predicted to surpass China’s population by 2022.
Explain why exceeding population growth is an issue. Discuss the factors.

Discuss the pros and cons. Requiring a child limit is usually successful in lowering the fertility rate
but is also controversial and hard to mandate (especially when other strategies to lower the
population exist). Despite the obstacles, one can conclude that a child limit is necessary in eliminating
the issue of overpopulation in India.

Factual evidence has shown that a child limit greatly reduces the fertility rate, the unemployment
rate, and is healthy for the planet.

Conclusion:

Despite the obstacles, a child limit could be a reality with the use of enough resources. Education
programs and other services would be very helpful in easing the transition. Policy makers have
already approached this question in the past. With significant effort, changes can be made that will
help India’s population issue in a big way.

Introduction

China will for the first time allow couples to have a third child, the country’s government said on
Monday, in a further relaxation of family planning rules five years after a “two-child policy” largely
failed to boost birth rates. The change comes less than three weeks after the release of China’s
once-in-a-decade population census that painted an alarming picture of declining births. This opens
up a question whether India must implement child-limit policy.

Body

Background
¢ India does not have a national child policy.
e Many local laws in India apply penalties for having more than two children.
e India’s fertility rate was already down to 2.3 children per woman in 2016.

e Local two-child laws in India have been criticized for being unnecessary, violating women'’s
rights, and discriminating against Muslims.

Should India implement child-limit?

e The simple answer is A large population does not necessarily impede economic growth. India
can use its large working population to fuel fast economic growth if the right programmes
and policies are put in place, said a 2018 paper by the UNFPA.

e Even if couples in India decide to have only one or two children, India’s population will
continue to increase until 2051 as the population is young, with over 60% under the age of
35 years.

e
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e China’s one-child policy which led to sex-selective abortions and an ageing population with
a fast-declining workforce. The skewed sex ratio also led to increased trafficking of women
and forced prostitution in China.

e Itcanalso lead to unsafe abortions and mortality among women.
One-Child policy will not be effective in India

e People are quick to point out that India is a country with a booming technology industry, one
that relies on young people.

e There is a fear that restrictions on having children will produce a shortage of the educated
young people needed to carry on India’s technological revolution.

o There are already well-documented problems with China’s one-child policy. Worst of all,
there is a gender imbalance resulting from a strong preference for boys.

e Millions of undocumented children were also born to parents who already had one child.
These problems could come to India with the implementation of a two-child policy.

e Most importantly, there is increasing evidence that India’s birth rate is slowing down to
sustainable levels.

e In 2000, the fertility rate was still a relatively high 3.3 children per woman. By 2016, that
number had already fallen to 3 children.

e Furthermore, India’s economy was growing 6% per year in the years leading up to 2019,
more than enough to support modest population growth.

Population control measures for India

¢ Nudge: Government can come up with a law withholding benefits from three-child families.
But this will work only if people actually understood the law, and had access to
contraceptives and good health services.

e Women’s education, awareness about family planning and easy availability of contraceptives
would be more effective than coercive measures.

e The budget for family planning would be better spent in greater adolescent care and
awareness, programmes to reduce social and cultural taboos in using contraception, and
behaviour change communication, especially for men.

Conclusion

Many Indian local governments, perhaps inspired by China’s one-child policy, have created laws that
apply penalties for having more than two children. The laws are heavily criticized in India and
abroad. While they are less severe than China’s one-child policy, the two-child laws in India are still
considered problematic and discriminatory.

Account for an overview of issues related to gender technology gap and how Covid 19

pandemic has highlighted it. (250 words )

Reference: The Hindu

Why the question:

The article explains how Gender technology gap in South Asia highlighted by the Covid-19 pandemic
and increased inequalities.
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Key Demand of the question:

Account for an overview of issues related to gender technology gap and how Covid 19 pandemic has
highlighted it.

Directive:

Account — Weigh up to what extent something is true. Persuade the reader of your argument by
citing relevant research but also remember to point out any flaws and counter- arguments as well.
Conclude by stating clearly how far you are in agreement with the original proposition.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Start with what Gender gap is.

Body:

The answer body must have the following aspects covered:

Present an overview of issue related to gender technology gap and how Covid 19 pandemic has
highlighted this.

Discuss the reasons behind this widening gender technology gap.

Explain where India stands and what possible steps should be taken to tackle this issue.
Conclusion:

Conclude with solutions.

Introduction

The term “gender technology gap” refers to the idea that males and females have different
technology-related attitudes, behaviours, and skills. It is a kind of digital divide which exists between
the genders. Access to technology is so crucial to ensure public health and safety. In recent years,
health care has largely moved online, and it has resulted in the gender gap in accessing it.

Body:
Gender gap in access to technology
e According to Global System for Mobile Communications (GSMA) estimates,

o Around 390 million women in low- and middle-income countries do not have
Internet access.

o InSouth Asia, only 65% of women own a mobile phone.
o Whereas, In India, only 14.9% of women were reported to be using the Internet.
Impact of Gender gap in access to technology on women’s access to health services:

e Vaccine registration usually requires a smartphone or laptop. Men are thus more likely to
get timely information and register than women and girls.

e These gaps prevent women and LGBTQIA+ people from accessing critical services.

¢ InIndia, Bangladesh, and Pakistan, for example, fewer women than men received the
necessary information to survive COVID-19.

Reasons for Women to have limited access to technology:
e Partly, the reasons are due to deeply held cultural beliefs.

e One, it is often believed that women’s access to technology will motivate them to challenge
patriarchal societies.
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Two, there is also a belief that women need to be protected, and that online content can be
dangerous for women, and it will expose them to risks.

As a consequence, girls and women who ask for phones face suspicion and opposition.

A study has showed that 50% of women abandon technology careers by the age of 35 and
that women are leaving tech roles at a 45% higher rate than men. Only 21% of women in the
study said they believed the technology industry was a place they could thrive and that
number falls precipitously to 8% for women of colour.

The poor access to utilities like electricity often force people to charge their mobile phones
outside of the home, which apart from conflicting with social norms around mobility, require
women to have the time and money to get to a local store and charge up.

The digital gender divide is unlikely to close by itself, given that it is largely driven by
normative barrier

Steps being taken to promote gender equality in access to technology:

At UN Women, companies are encouraged to sign up and agree to principles that will lead to
a more equitable future for all.

The Generation Equality Forum has agreed upon the goal to double the number of women
and girls, working in technology and innovation.

By 2026, they aim to reduce the gender digital divide and ensure universal digital literacy.

Further, investments in feminist technology and innovation to support women'’s leadership
are being pushed forward.

The digital empowerment programmes and partnerships such as EQUALS led by UN Women
facilitate more girls to choose STEM (science, technology, engineering, and mathematics) as
their academic focus.

Measures needed:
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To bridge the digital divide, there is a need to accelerate execution.

Meaningful collaborations with the private sector, technological innovations and following
a consistent focused approach towards the larger objective are necessary.

Utilisation of multiple modes of transactions such as Unstructured Supplementary Service
Data (USSD), Unified Payment Interface (UPI), Immediate Payment Service (IMPS), and
Point-of-Sale (POS) machines, need to be strengthened

India also needs easing of regulations to allow inter-operability of wallets to ensure easy
transfer of funds for merchants as well as for consumers.

A framework comprising both is needed:

o A positive obligation to create infrastructure for a minimum standard and quality of
Internet access as well as capacity-building measures which would allow all citizens
to be digitally literate.

o A negative obligation to protect citizen’s right to privacy.
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e The government should invest the resources saved by moving services online, to create
Digital infrastructure.

e The definition of digital literacy today must include the ability to access and act upon
resources and information found online.

e Internet access and digital literacy are dependent on each other, and creation of digital
infrastructure must go hand in hand with the creation of digital skills.

e Apart from it, there is a need to strengthen telecom regulations, so as to ensure market
competition and make the internet affordable to all.

e Zero-rated services for mobile data access, could be an intermediate step to fully open and
affordable Internet access for the poorest, provided that the choice of selecting services is
transparent and inclusive.

Way forward: Neutral world of technology

¢ Today, most technologies that are available are created by men, for men, and do not
necessarily meet everyone’s requirements. To establish a Neutral world of technology,
Companies should start investing in Women related technologies.

e For example,businesses can design apps specifically towards mothers or apps for women to
access telemedicine consultation or digital networks to connect women to informal job
opportunities, etc.,

e Other than apps, built-in features on mobile phones, such as an emergency button
connecting women to law enforcement, should also be considered.

e Companies can benefit hugely if they target Women related technologies because Women
and girls are the largest consumer groups left out of technology.

e According to GSMA, closing the gender gap in mobile Internet usage in low- and middle-
income countries would increase GDP by U.S.5700 billion over the next five years.

Effects of globalization on Indian society

Do you agree that regionalism in India seems to be a result of rising cultural
aggressiveness? Deliberate. (250 words)

Reference: Times of India

Why the question:

The question is based on the theme of rising cultural aggressiveness and its impact on regionalism in
the country.

Key Demand of the question:

Deliberate on the effect of cultural aggressiveness on regionalism with illustrations.

Directive:

Deliberate — Weigh up to what extent something is true. Persuade the reader of your argument by
citing relevant research but also remember to point out any flaws and counter- arguments as well.
Conclude by stating clearly how far you agree with the original proposition.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:
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People belonging to a particular society want to experience their cultural ideas, customs, and social
behaviour in their mother tongue. They place it above any other language which is often quoted as
regionalism. Linguistic priorities make people more assertive.

Body:

The answer body must have the following aspects covered:

Explain how Regionalism in India appears to be a consequence of rising cultural assertiveness.
Explain that regionalism is the expression of a common sense of identity and purpose by people
within a specific geographical region, united by its unique language, culture, language, etc.

Discuss some examples — Emergence of regional political parties as a result of secessionist
tendencies. This trend is polarizing citizens of the country on regional lines. Example, Telugu Desam
Party of Andhra Pradesh, DMK and AIDMK of Tamil Nadu. Ethnic regionalism is quite common in the
North East, which involves the assertion of not only statistically smaller and less dominant tribal
groups.

Regionalism reached that stage where it is equivalent to be an internal security threat to the country.
It is causing friction among states.

Conclusion:

Conclude with what needs to be done to address this challenge and ensure a united India.
Introduction

Regionalism is the expression of a common sense of identity and purpose by people within a specific
geographical region, united by its unique language, culture, language, etc. Regionalism puts the
regional priority above the national priority in some cases, thus impairing national development.

Body
Regionalism as a consequence of cultural assertiveness

e Language: The history of regional movements in India can be traced back to the 1940s
Dravida Movement that started in the present-day Tamil Nadu. Post-Independence, there
was strong Anti-Hindi protests and also against three language formula.

e Son of soil: The anti-migrant stance of the Maharashtra Navnirman Sena which opposed the
employment and residence of non-Maharashtrian people in the state of Maharashtra is a
prime example of Son of Soil theory.

e  Cultural assertion: Regionalism beyond a point can lead to secessionism, such as strong
regionalism in Punjab ultimately resulted in the growth of Khalistani terrorism and often
promotes Vote- Bank politics.

e  Cultural Domination over minority: Gorkhaland agitation in Darjeeling in 2018 was a result
of imposition of Bengali language on Gorkhas.

e Tribal Identity: For instance, Bodos of Assam wanted to protect their inherent identity that
led to Bodoland agitation for years, ending only in 2021 after tripartite Bodo accord.

Other Reasons attributed to Regionalism

e Political polarisation: Politically motivated propaganda leads to exploitation of regional
loyalties. This was the case in Assam and in a major way post 1971 war.

e Vote Bank politics: Mobilisation of people based on cultural and regional identities, as the
demography in a region is a major vote bank for politicians.

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips Page 67
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpocchCX9GEIwaile4HLjwA
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia

w


https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia

INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS

e Water dispute: The battle for water has become a strong reason in asserting regionalism in
recent times. Eg: Kaveri dispute between Tamil Nadu and Karnataka.

e Border dispute: The classic example is the issue of Belgaum between Maharashtra and
Karnataka. Ironically, the issue props up when there are opposing parties ruling in the states.

e Regional imbalance: Lopsided development as in the case of Telangana led to creation of a
separate state from its parent state of Andhra Pradesh. There was also internal colonialism
wherein, states endowed with rich natural resources were backward. Eg: Chhattisgarh and
Jharkhand.

¢ Demand for Regional Autonomy especially for states in Indian Federalism which is largely
unitary. It was also to assert regional identity.

Conclusion

Indian is a melting pot of cultures and unity in diversity has been our strength. Regionalism can co-
exist with Nationalism, but the former must not trump the latter. Schemes such as ‘Ek Bharat
Shresht Bharat’ must be encouraged to bridge the fault lines in the Indian society.

To what extent globalization has predisposed the fundamentals of cultural diversity in

India? Explain. (250 words)

Reference: un.org

Why the question:

The question is based on the impact of globalisation on the cultural diversity of India.

Key Demand of the question:

Explain in detail to what extent globalization has predisposed the fundamentals of cultural diversity
in India.

Directive:

Explain - Clarify the topic by giving a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the
particular context. You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with
relevant associated facts.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Start with definition of globalisation in general.

Body:

One has to analyse both positives and negatives of globalization :

Linguistic diversity: resulted in centralist language, which dominates regional dialects, and minority
languages. E.g.: In urban areas, most of the families these days talk in English even at homes. But it
has a positive dimension, where it had led to Indians excelling in the services sector of the economy.
Caste Diversity: has led to decreased emphasis on localized castes but the socio-economic disparities
in societies continues to cause conflicts, which are dominated by caste hegemony.

Religious diversity: increased prosperity and materialistic pursuits have decreased the religion based
conflicts but religion continues to dominate the social sphere mostly concerned with ethos and
values. It also had led to questioning the age old exploitative traditions like Devadasi and Triple-
talag. Also though India was multi-religious but was dominated by Hindu’s with globalization it has
led to be polarized by few religions. Also, exposed India to religious fundamentalism.

Racial diversity: Globalization to an extent has changed the racial demography to an extent with
decreasing numbers of Mongoloid race. Migration from North East side of India has to an extent
changed the demography of Indian races. The economic inequalities and slow movement towards
mono-culture has led to increased attacks on racial minorities, E.g.: NE students attacked in New
Delhi.
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Enlist the negative influences too.

Conclusion:

Conclude that Globalization to an extent acted as a unifying force but monitored access would help
India preserve its multi-lingual, multi-religious and multi-caste society

Introduction

Globalization is a process of increasing interdependence, interconnectedness and integration of
economies and societies to such an extent that an event in one part of the globe affects people in
other parts of the world.

Body
Impact on fundamentals of cultural diversity:

1. Linguistic diversity: The influence of transnational corporations has resulted in a central
common language mainly English, which dominates regional dialects, and minority
languages. But it has a positive dimension, where it had led to Indians excelling in the
services sector of the economy. Also, technology has helped preserve some of the dying
artefacts, document local languages and also exposed Indians to various global arts/movies
etc.

Eg: Flipkart and amazon is selling tribal artefacts, Channapatna wooden toys etc.

1. Caste: Though globalization has led to decreased emphasis on localised castes. Globalisation
has led to the rise of lower castes by making them aware of their rights. People eat together,
increased instances of inter-caste marriages are seen in the urban areas. But the socio-
economic disparities in societies continues to cause conflicts, which are dominated by caste
hegemony.

2. Religious diversity: In a globalised world where increased prosperity and materialistic
pursuits have decreased the religion based conflicts and superstition. It also had led to
guestioning the age old exploitative traditions like Devadasi and Triple-talag. Also though
India is multi-religious but was dominated by Hindu’s with globalization it has led to be
polarised by few religions. Also, exposed India to religious fundamentalism.

3. Racial diversity: Globalisation to an extent has changed the racial demography to an extent
with decreasing numbers of Mongoloid race. Migration within and outside India has to an
extent changed the demography of Indian races.

4. Women empowerment: Globalisation has attacked the discriminatory tendencies and
patriarchal mind-set in India. It has helped in getting rid of practices derogatory to women
and has helped in the rise of women and exposure of women related issues.

E.g. globalisation has helped women to realise their rights and led to raise their voice against crime
like dowry.

1. Family structure: Increasing urbanization as a consequence of globalization has resulted in
migration of people from rural areas, resulting in the disintegration of the joint family
system. A new trend of nuclear families with one or maximum two children has emerged in
India.

2. Lifestyle: Whether it be in attire, food habits or taste in music, there has been an attempt to
imitate the West. Sarees, Salwar-Kameez for women has given way to skirts and pant, jeans
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and shirts. Similarly for men, traditional dhoti-kurta has been replaced by shirts and
trousers. Even in food habits, junk food like pizzas, burgers, pasta are the preferred choices
of the youth today in India.

Conclusion

The highly diverse nature of our culture is the uniting strength of India. As a result of globalization,
women in India have become more aware of their rights and are now stepping out of homes to
pursue not only schooling but higher education and jobs. Globalisation to an extent acted as a
unifying force but monitored access would help India preserve its multi-lingual, multi-religious and
multi-caste society. Thus, it has both positive and negative influence overall.

Social empowerment, communalism, regionalism & secularism.

Why rural women are bearing the weight of India’s second Covid wave? Discuss the
need for sustainable, gender-inclusive economic recovery with special focus on rural
women. (250 words)

Reference: Indian Express
Why the question:

The article highlights the impact of Covid-19 specifically on rural women in the country.

Key Demand of the question:

Explain in detail the impact of covid-19 on rural women and discuss the need for sustainable, gender-
inclusive economic recovery with special focus on rural women.

Directive:

Discuss — This is an all-encompassing directive — you have to debate on paper by going through the
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for
and against arguments.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Start with some basic facts justifying the statement in question.

Body:

Explain that Pre-Covid, about 25 per cent of rural women were in the workforce, versus 18 per cent of
urban women. And it’s these rural women who’ve borne the burden of the lockdowns and Covid-19
most heavily — losing jobs, incomes, forced into precarious working conditions, all while ferrying
water and firewood, cooking, and tending to unwell family members.

As the second wave hit rural India with an unexpected ferocity, it washed away 5.7 million rural
women’s jobs in April 2021. Rural women formed nearly 80 per cent of job losses in April 2021
compared to just 11 per cent in April 2020.

Discuss the reasons that have led to greater impact of the pandemic on rural women.

Analyse what needs to be done. Suggest solutions.

Conclusion:

Conclude with the need for sustainable, gender-inclusive economic recovery with special focus on
rural women.

Introduction

India, which has one of the lowest female labour force participation rates in the world, has always
had more rural women at work than urban. Pre-Covid, about 25 per cent of rural women were in the
workforce, versus 18 per cent of urban women. And it’s these rural women who’ve borne the
burden of the lockdowns and Covid-19 most heavily — losing jobs, incomes, forced into precarious
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working conditions, all while ferrying water and firewood, cooking, and tending to unwell family
members.

Body

Background

Over the past year, urban women were pushed into rural work. Between March 2020 to
March 2021, the number of women employed in rural areas increased by 9.6 per cent, while
those employed in urban areas fell by 19.6 per cent.

This shift was much lower amongst men, with male rural employment increasing by 0.8 per
cent, and urban employment falling by 0.3 per cent.

As the second wave hit rural India with an unexpected ferocity, it washed away 5.7 million
rural women'’s jobs in April 2021.

Rural women formed nearly 80 per cent of job losses in April 2021 compared to just 11 per
centin April 2020.

Some early signs of recovery were seen in May 2021, as nearly 2.8 million rural women
returned to employment (11 per cent of rural female workforce), even though 8.6 million
rural men lost jobs (3.5 per cent of rural male workforce).

Issues faced by rural women in second wave of pandemic

Burden of unpaid work: First, the burden of unpaid care work under the second wave
increased significantly for rural women. Women in rural India spend five hours per day on
unpaid care work, as opposed to an hour spent by men.

Dearth of healthcare facility: The paucity of health infrastructure combined with the
intensity of the second wave implied that women had to withdraw from paid work to take
care of ailing family members.

Lack of safe transport: Rural women find their mobility more constrained than ever before,
making access to markets and workplaces difficult. Even before the pandemic, venturing
outside villages, especially after dark, was an odious task for women.

Disempowered: Women farmers saw their agricultural produce go to waste as they were
unable to sell at mandis and nearby markets. Fisherwomen in the coastal areas were also
unable to carry on fishing and undertake subsequent sales of their catch.

Less jobs: The availability of MGNREGA jobs, which served as a lifeline for rural women,
declined following the first wave of Covid-19.

o In2020-21, rural women formed 51 per cent of all persons employed under the
Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee scheme, with the budget
for the scheme receiving an allocation of Rs 1.1 lakh crore thanks to increased
funding under the Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyaan.

The industries with women-intensive employment, which were already on a slower recovery
path, saw demand collapse under the second wave
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¢ Replaced by returning migrants: Rural women are being displaced by returning male
migrant workers in agriculture. Nearly 30 million came back to their villages during lockdown
last year and have stayed back.

Way Forward

e As we slowly but surely see the second wave receding, governments must lead the way in
charting a path of sustainable, gender-inclusive economic recovery, starting by focusing on
unemployed rural women.

e Public expenditure and investment should focus on schemes and sectors which have high
job-creation potential for women including MGNREGA and the care economy, comprising
childcare, elderly care, and other care services.

e Personal protective equipment (PPE) could be preferentially procured from women-led SHGs
for distribution in rural healthcare facilities, reducing logistical costs and spurring local
economic development.

e India’s 2.5 million frontline healthcare workers ASHAs, AWWs and ANMs, most of whom are
women, must be recognised as workers, provided appropriate PPE and paid adequate
monthly wages in recognition of their service to the country.

e Landless women farmers and agricultural wage workers are most vulnerable and should be
targeted under cash-based social protection schemes.

e Most importantly, schemes such as the PMGDisha, need to have a special focus on
improving digital literacy for rural women, so that they are not left out of the growing digital
economy.

Discuss the shortcomings of Right to Education law, in what way the factor of

intervention hasn’t yielded results? Explain with illustrations. (250 words)
Reference: Deccan Herald

Introduction

The Right to Education Act (RTE) is an Act of the Parliament of India which describes the modalities
of the importance of free and compulsory education for children between 6 and 14 in India under
Article 21A of the Indian Constitution. The enforcement of this right is a joint responsibility of the
state and the centre to provide free and compulsory education. Free and compulsory education
means that,” All children between the ages of 6 and 14 shall have the right to free and compulsory
elementary education at a neighbourhood school.

Body
Shortcomings of Right to Education:
Bureaucratic and Political Hurdles:

1. All states have free elementary education but bureaucratic delays inhibit its full
implementation.

2. Negligence towards recommended scholarships under the RTE Act and the lack of parental
awareness about Section 12(1)(c) of the RTE Act.
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3. Insome states, schools raised issues of delayed reimbursements and lack of communication.

4. Parliament amended RTE bill, scrapping no-detention policy. This might result in higher
dropouts of children.

Awareness of RTE provisions

1. According to the RTE Act, it is the responsibility of private schools to publicise provisions for
EWS children in their neighbourhoods and the study shows that there was minimal
awareness among people about Section 12(1) (c) of the RTE Act.

2. The study shows 63.2% of the respondents who know about the provision, have heard about
Section 12(1) (c) of the RTE Act from their neighbours and relatives.

Eg: St. Lawrence School, Vashi, Mumbai denied admission to a child citing ‘single-parent child’ and
lack of seats.

Learning Outcomes of Students

1. Inthe study conducted, the learning outcome of students admitted under the RTE is more
likely to be better than that of students who were not enrolled under the RTE.

2. “Annual Status of Education Report” (ASER), which measures overall learning levels, has
found, yet again, that learning outcomes remain below par. Less than 48% of children in
class V can read a class ll-level textbook; only 43.2% of class VIl students in rural India can
do simple divisions; only one out of every four students in class V could read an English
sentence.

Teacher Troubles:

1. RTE Act recommends a Pupil Teacher Ratio of 30:1 for primary classes and 35:1 for upper
primary classes

2. District Information System for Education (DISE) report states that 30% of primary and 15%
of upper primary schools have higher PTRs.

3. According to Economic Survey 2018-19, the PTR at the national level for primary schools is
unbalanced across states.

Perception of Parents

1. Most of the parents were not aware of the provisions of RTE and among those who knew
about the RTE provision were critical about its implementation.

2. Students under the RTE were only exempt from paying admission fees and tuition fees but
other charges were applied.

3. Free supply of books and mid-day meals have to be given priority by the government
because these are among the biggest hurdles.

Way Forward

1. People belonging to the backward sections were mostly unaware of the benefits provided to
students under the RTE Act. Therefore, awareness camps should be arranged in all slum
localities.
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2. Carry out functional changes in school management committees (SMCs). Along with their
current responsibilities, SMCs should do these three things as well —

3. They should arrange week-long summer-orientation programmes for all new EWS/DG
entrants before the school session starts.

4. They should distribute all schooling materials to children effectively.

5. Third, they should monitor admission details of all students and its timely uploading on the
website after completion of the orientation programmes.

6. Concerted efforts should be put in to ensure that the benefits of EWS and DG quotas are not
misused by people with vested interests.

7. Schools must be regularly audited to meet required standards and criteria for effective
functioning.

8. Government or respective private schools must ensure that children who are admitted
through RTE continue their education, by facilitating their admissions in neighbourhood
schools.

9. Effective infrastructure development; efficient teacher training and providing incentives
through establishment of independent regulatory body for teachers.

Conclusion

The transition towards a comprehensive implementation of Right to Education will come through
making parents, particularly in rural areas, aware of the benefits of education for their children. This
requires a change of mindset at the community level, and accountability of all entrusted with this
responsibility.

Understanding the needs of the LGBTQIA+ community today, do you think the law
must now expand the institution of marriage to include all gender and sexual

identities? Analyse. (250 words)

Reference: The Hindu

Why the question:

The article explains in what way a delay in the provision of marriage rights to same-sex couples
would fall foul of constitutional guarantees and judicial directives.

Key Demand of the question:

One is expected to analyse the need to now expand the institution of marriage to include all gender
and sexual identities in the country with associated challenges and inhibitions.

Directive:

Analyze — When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the
topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Start with the current news with respect to the rights of LGBTQIA+ community.

Body:

The answer body must have the following aspects covered:

First talk about the worldwide expansion of human rights: Towards establishing civil rights for
LGBTQIA+ community.

Discuss the shifts witnessed in India; Recognition to transwomen and intersex persons: In
Arunkumarand Sreeja vs The Inspector General of Registration and Ors case, 2019, the High Court of
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Madras held that the term ‘bride’ under Hindu Marriage Act, 1955 includes transwomen and intersex
persons identifying as women. Right to marry and privacy: In Shafin Jahan vs Asokan K.M. and Others
case, 2018.

Explain that any legal or statutory bar to same-sex and queer marriages must necessarily be held to
be unconstitutional and specifically violative of Articles 14, 15 and 21 of the Constitution of India.
Understanding the needs of the LGBTQIA+ community today, the law must now expand the
institution of marriage to include all gender and sexual identities.

Provide for both pros and cons.

Conclusion:

Conclude with way forward.

Introduction:

Marriage lies at the intersection of society and the law. Societal traditions are crystallized into the
rules relating to marriage by law. The last two decades have witnessed tremendous progress in
establishing civil rights for the LGBTQIA+ community.

Body
International jurisprudence

e Globally, the recognition of the unequal laws discriminating against the LGBTQIA+
community has acted as a trigger to reform and modernise legal architecture to become
more inclusive and equal.

e Asaresult of a verdict by the Constitutional Court of South Africa, the Civil Union Act, 2006
was enacted, enabling the voluntary union of two persons above 18 years of age, by way of
marriage.

e In Australia, the Same-Sex Relationships (Equal Treatment in Commonwealth Laws —
General Law Reform) Act 2008was enacted to provide equal entitlements for same-sex
couples in matters of, inter alia, social security, employment and taxation.

¢ In England and Wales, the Marriage (Same Sex Couples) Act 2013enabled same-sex couples
to marry in civil ceremonies or with religious rites.

e In 2015, the Supreme Court of the United States decided that the fundamental right to
marry is guaranteed to same-sex couples.It held the denial of marriage rights to same-sex
couples to be a grave and continuing harm, serving to disrespect and subordinate gays and
lesbians.

Indian Courts and civil rights

e InIndia, marriages are solemnised under personal lawssuch as the Hindu Marriage Act,
1955, Indian Christian Marriage Act, 1872, Muslim Personal Law (Shariat) Application Act,
1937.

e At present, same-sex and queer marriages are not clearly recognised in India. However, we
are not deprived of judicial guidance.

e Arunkumar and Sreeja vs The Inspector General of Registration and Ors: The Madurai
Bench of the Madras High Court employed the interpretation that the term ‘bride’ under
the Hindu Marriage Act, 1955 includes transwomen and intersex persons identifying as
women.
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e |t expands the scope of a term used in the Hindu Marriage Act, 1955 in a progressive manner
and sets the stage for re-imagining the marriage rights of the LGBTQIA+ community.

e Shafin Jahan vs Asokan K.M. and Others (Hadiya case): The Supreme Court said that
the right to choose and marry a partner was considered to bea constitutionally guaranteed
freedom.

e SCheld that the “intimacies of marriage lie within a core zone of privacy, which is inviolable”
and “society has no role to play in determining our choice of partners”.

o From the logical interpretation of these judgements, it is apparent that any legal or statutory
bar to same-sex and queer marriages must necessarily be held to be unconstitutional and
specifically violative of Articles 14, 15 and 21 of the Constitution of India.

Expanding the scope of marriage
e The domain of marriages cannot be immune to reform and review.

o Reform of the Hindu Marriage Act, 1955 to bring self-respect marriagesunder its very
umbrella, is seen as a strong move towards breaking caste-based practices within the
institution of marriage.

e Self-respect marriages were legalised in Tamil Nadu (later, in Puducherry) through
amendments to the Hindu Marriage Act, 1955.

e Self-respect marriages have done away with priests and religious symbols such as fire or
saptapadi.

e Solemnisation of such marriages requires only an exchange of rings or garlands or tying of
the mangalsutra.

e Similarly, understanding the needs of the LGBTQIA+ community, the law must expand the
institution of marriage to include all gender and sexual identities.

Conclusion

At least 29 countries in the world have legalised same-sex marriage. It is time that India thinks
beyond the binary and reviews its existing legal architecture in order to legalise marriages
irrespective of gender identity and sexual orientation. The law is however a dynamic concept.
Inevitably the nature of marriage would change if there is a change in society.

Denying individuals matrimonial and other rights that emanate from matrimony solely
for their sexual orientation is unjust. Do you agree? Comment. (250 words)

Reference: Live Mint

Why the question:

The article highlights in what way legislation to legalize same-sex marriages is abysmally overdue.
Key Demand of the question:

Discuss the issue with rights of people with same-sex orientation.

Directive:

Comment— here we have to express our knowledge and understanding of the issue and form an
overall opinion thereupon.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Start with some key facts related to rights of people with same-sex orientation.

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips Page 76
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpocchCX9GEIwaile4HLjwA
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia



https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia
https://www.livemint.com/opinion/online-views/legislation-to-legalize-same-sex-marriages-is-abysmally-overdue-11624380737282.html

INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS ‘,

Body:

The answer body must have the following aspects covered:

Discuss the Same-sex marriage legal position in India first. Present cases to suggest the same.
Account for the need for legalizing same sex marriages; human rights perspective, Upholding
fundamental right, merely decriminalizing homosexuality is ineffective etc.

Discuss the challenges in bringing in same-sex marriage legislation.

Conclusion:

Conclude that legal reforms to accord same-sex unions legal sanction and social acceptance.
Introduction

The idea of same-sex marriage in India defies longstanding idealistic facades of morality and culture.
The battle against societal taboos and legal prejudices faced by lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender,
queer, intersex, asexual and other members of the LGBTQIA+ community has been onerous and
laborious, globally.

Body

Globally, the recognition of the unequal laws discriminating against the LGBTQIA+ community has
acted as a trigger to reform and modernise legal architecture to become more inclusive and equal.

The Netherlands was the first country to legalize same-sex marriage in 2000, followed by other
countries in Europe, the American continent, and South Africa. A total of 29 countries across the
globe have recognized same-sex marriages.

Same sex legal marriage position in India:

¢ InIndia, marriages are solemnised under personal lawssuch as the Hindu Marriage Act,
1955, Indian Christian Marriage Act, 1872, Muslim Personal Law (Shariat) Application Act,
1937.

e The right to marry is not expressly recognized either as a fundamental or constitutional right
under the Indian Constitution.

e At present, same-sex and queer marriages are not clearly recognised in India. However, we
are not deprived of judicial guidance.

e Arunkumar and Sreeja vs. The Inspector General of Registration and Ors: The Madurai
Bench of the Madras High Court employed the interpretation that the term ‘bride’ under
the Hindu Marriage Act, 1955 includes transwomen and intersex persons identifying as
women.

e It expands the scope of a term used in the Hindu Marriage Act, 1955 in a progressive manner
and sets the stage for re-imagining the marriage rights of the LGBTQIA+ community.

e Shafin Jahan vs. Asokan K.M. and Others (Hadiya case): The Supreme Court said that
the right to choose and marry a partner was considered to bea constitutionally guaranteed
freedom.

e SC held that the “intimacies of marriage lie within a core zone of privacy, which is inviolable”
and “society has no role to play in determining our choice of partners”.

e From the logical interpretation of these judgements, it is apparent that any legal or statutory
bar to same-sex and queer marriages must necessarily be held to be unconstitutional and
specifically violative of Articles 14, 15 and 21 of the Constitution of India.
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Challenges in legalizing same sex marriage

o Not compatible with Indian Family Concept:Living together as partners and having sexual
relationship by same-sex individuals is not comparable with the Indian family unit concept of
a husband, a wife and children.

¢ Not Codified: Marriage between two individuals of the same gender is “neither recognised
nor accepted in any uncodified personal law or any codified statutory law”.

e Issue with Personal Laws:Any interference with the existing marriage laws would cause
complete havoc with the delicate balance of personal laws in the country. It may lead to
further anomalies with laws governing marriages of persons belonging to the Christian or
Muslim faith.

e Registration of marriage of same-sex persons also results in violation of existing personal as
well as codified law provisions — such as ‘degrees of prohibited relationship’; ‘conditions of
marriage’; ‘ceremonial and ritual requirements’ under the personal laws governing the
individuals.

¢ No Fundamental Right to same-sex marriage: Supreme Court judgment in the Navtej Singh
Johar case “does not extend the right to privacy to include a fundamental right in the nature
of a right to marry by two individuals of same gender”.

e Legislative Challenges: Any other interpretation except treating ‘husband’ as a biological
man and ‘wife’ as a biological woman will make all statutory provisions unworkable. In a
same sex marriage, it is neither possible nor feasible to term one as ‘husband’ and the other
as ‘wife’ in the context of legislative scheme of various statute

o Domain of Legislature:The considerations of “societal morality” are relevant in considering
the validity of a law and it is for the Legislature to enforce such societal morality and public
acceptance based upon Indian ethos.

Expanding the scope of marriage
e The domain of marriages cannot be immune to reform and review.

o Reform of the Hindu Marriage Act, 1955 to bring self-respect marriagesunder its very
umbrella, is seen as a strong move towards breaking caste-based practices within the
institution of marriage.

e Self-respect marriages were legalised in Tamil Nadu (later, in Puducherry) through
amendments to the Hindu Marriage Act, 1955.

e Self-respect marriages have done away with priests and religious symbols such as fire or
saptapadi.

e Solemnisation of such marriages requires only an exchange of rings or garlands or tying of
the mangalsutra.

e Similarly, understanding the needs of the LGBTQIA+ community, the law must expand the
institution of marriage to include all gender and sexual identities.
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e The LGTBQ community needs an anti-discrimination law that empowers them to build
productive lives and relationshipsirrespective of gender identity or sexual orientation and
place the onus to change on state and society and not the individual.

e Once members of the LGBTQ community “are entitled to the full range of constitutional
rights”, it is beyond doubt that the fundamental right to marry a person of one’s own choice
has to be conferred on same sex couplesintending to marry. More than two dozen countries
have legalized same-sex marriage.

Conclusion

At least 29 countries in the world have legalised same-sex marriage. It is time that India thinks
beyond the binary and reviews its existing legal architecture in order to legalise marriages
irrespective of gender identity and sexual orientation. The law is however a dynamic concept.
Inevitably the nature of marriage would change if there is a change in society.

In order to encourage gender equality-related transformation in society, it is

necessary to intervene at the school level. Do you agree? Comment. (250 words)
Reference: Live Mint

Why the question:

The article explains in what way Dowry is one of the biggest hurdles to women’s empowerment in
our country.

Key Demand of the question:

Explain in what way in order to encourage gender equality-related transformation in society, it is
necessary to intervene at the school level.

Directive:

Comment— here we have to express our knowledge and understanding of the issue and form an
overall opinion thereupon.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

First explain what you understand by gender equality-related transformation in society.

Body:

Give some data stating the status of women in the Indian society.

Explain the gender norms that women have to deal with in our society.

Discuss ways and means through which these above stated norms can be changed for better.
Then discuss the importance of intervene at the school level. Give examples or case study.
Conclusion:

Conclude by appreciating efforts of the government in this direction and suggest solutions.
Introduction

Recently, a 24-year-old woman who was believed of being harassed for dowry, died tragically
recently. It reveals a lot about the situation of women’s empowerment in our culture. 7,115 deaths
were recorded in dowry-related cases in 2019. It is nearly 20 women every day, according to the
records of India’s National Crime Records Bureau. In 2019, the Indian Penal Code recorded over
340,000 cases of crime against women.

Body

Gender related issues faced by women in India
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¢ No freedom of choice: Women’s education does not provide them much influence over
their life choices. Women'’s decision-making capacity is limited by their lack of access to
economic resources. Education and riches do not guarantee a sense of self-worth.

e Social conventions around marital customs and gender roles can only be challenged by the
change from inside society.

e Age for marriage: In India, marriage by a specific age is regarded as a universal requirement.
According to the 2018-19 National Sample Survey, one in two females (and one in three
men) in urban India and three in four girls (and two in four men) in rural India married
before the age of 25.

e Dowry: A research project found that married women workers with school-aged daughters
were saving in gold for their daughters’ marriages. While yet-to-be-married women workers
were saving for their own dowry.

o Domestic violence: Spousal violence was experienced by 27% of women in paid labor and
20% of women who did not work.

o Divorce rates: In India, one out of every four married women is subjected to marital abuse,
while the proportion of divorced or separated women among ever-married women was less
than 1% in 2018-19. Divorce is frowned upon and considered a betrayal of family honour.

Intervening at school level to remove gender related inequality

e Toinstil a culture of gender equality, Kerala’s school textbooks will be rewritten and
inspected to screen out terms and phrases demeaning women. This decision is instrumental
in ensuring that children are not reinforced with wrong gender constructs.

e Early-stage action to modify gender views among boys and girls would be the single most
important policy undertaking. This is a strategy that should be implemented in all Indian
states as soon as possible.

e Promoting successful women CEOs and sportswomen as role models could change people’s
perceptions. It would also be beneficial if male role models openly challenged gender
stereotypes.

e NCERT was also changed to remove gender stereotypes. Like cooking was done by fathers
and male members while women were portrayed in various professional roles. This will
normalize women empowerment and remove the societal expectations of women from
minds of children.

Conclusion

Curricula, textbooks and teacher training programmes should be periodically reviewed to ensure
that gender stereotypes are not perpetuated and apprenticeship programmes, tutorials, networks or
scholarships should be considered to promote and encourage the incorporation of women into
STEM fields. Within schools, the role of teachers becomes essential when it comes to providing
quality, gender-neutral education that promotes students’ welfare and respect for professional
standards.
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Important Geophysical phenomena such as earthquakes, Tsunami, Volcanic
activity, cyclone etc.

Discuss the major causes for snowballing frequency and intensity of cyclone and its
impact on Coastal cities in India. (250 words)

Reference: The Hindu

Why the question:

The article explains how India’s coastal cities need to brace up for super cyclones.

Key Demand of the question:

One must discuss the major causes for snowballing frequency and intensity of cyclone and its impact
on Coastal cities in India.

Directive:

Discuss — This is an all-encompassing directive — you have to debate on paper by going through the
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for
and against arguments.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Start with some facts justifying the statement in question.

Body:

PCC research shows that the frequency and severity of cyclones will increase due to the warming of
oceans and melting glaciers.

Explain the reasons that are leading to rising intensity and frequency of cyclones off late in India.
Highlight the impact on Coastal cities in India.

Give examples. Suggest upon the initiatives being taken by the government.

Conclusion:

Conclude with way forward.

Introduction

IPCC research shows that the frequency and severity of cyclones will increase due to the warming of
oceans and melting glaciers. Of India’s 7,500 kilometre coastline, almost 5,700 kilometres are highly
vulnerable to the impacts of tropical cyclones and related hydro-meteorological hazards and
consequently to recurrent loss of life and properties. Approximately 40 percent of the total
population in the maritime states, lives within 100 kms of coastlines.

Body

In the past couple of weeks, India experienced two pre-monsoon cyclones. Cyclone Tauktae was
categorised as an ‘extremely strong’ cyclonic storm that hit west coast, particularity Maharashtra
and Guijarat, followed by the ‘very severe’ Yaas in the end of May.

Reasons for Increasing Frequency and Intensity of Cyclones

e Globalincrease in tropical cyclones:One study found that the chances of major tropical
storms forming increased globally by 6 percent in each of the last four decades. A second
shows the biggest increase in frequency in already storm-battered areas, including Indian
Ocean Region, Florida, the Bahamas, eastern Africa, Japan, China and the Philippine Islands.

e Global Warming:Main reason for the increase in frequency and intensity is climate change
and global warming. Overheated oceans caused by global warming are super-charging
tropical storms, but year-to-year variations are also affected by short-term climate cycles
like EI Nifio and other local effects like Monsoon in Indian Ocean.
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Impact on Coastal cities in India

e Coastal Flooding:lt is likely to reshape the coastlines and potentially inundate or even
submerge many low-lying areas. Cities like Mumbai, Chennai, and Hyderabad are
endangered by cyclone storms.

e Destruction of Coastal Biodiversity:Frequent storms can cause destructive erosion, wetland
flooding, aquifer and agricultural soil contamination with salt, and lost habitat for
biodiversity.

e Dangerous Storm Surges:Higher sea levels are coinciding with more
dangerous hurricanes and typhoons leading to loss of life and property.

e Llateral and Inland Migration:Flooding in low-lying coastal areas is forcing people to migrate
to the higher ground causing displacement and dispossession and in turn a refugee crisis

e Effect on Communications Infrastructure:The prospect of higher coastal water levels
threatens basic services such as internet access.

e Threat to Inland Life:Rising seas can contaminate soil and groundwater with salt threatening
life farther away from coasts.

e Tourism and Military Preparedness:Tourism to coastal areas and military preparedness will
also be negatively affected by an increase in cyclone storms

Conclusion

Thus, the National Cyclone Risk Mitigation Project is an important step in disaster preparedness.
However, a lot more is to be done to overhaul the mitigation in each step of course of the action
plan- early warning, mitigation, response, awareness generation and capacity development.

What is Sea Snot? How it formed and what are the causes of its formation? Discuss its

impact. (250 words)

Reference: India Today

Why the question:

The largest Sea Snot outbreak is being witnessed in Turkey’s Marmara Sea, which connects the Black
Sea to the Aegean Sea. This outbreak of mucilage is believed to be one of the largest on record, till
date, and has created havoc along the country’s coastline for months. Thus the question.

Key Demand of the question:

Discuss what Sea snot is, how is it formed and its causes of formation while explaining its impact.
Directive:

Discuss — This is an all-encompassing directive — you have to debate on paper by going through the
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for
and against arguments.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Start with the definition of Sea snot. When algae are overloaded with nutrients as a result of water
pollution and climate change, it begins to create a thick slimy layer on the surface of the water. This
layer is colloquially known as sea snot. These algae feast and grow in warm and nutrient-rich water.
Body:

The answer body must have the following aspects covered:

I
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What are the causes of Sea Snot? — One of the biggest causes of this layer of snot is global warming
and the increasing temperature of the water bodies. The climatic conditions and the severe
variations in climate change is another cause, increased water pollution etc.

Discuss its formation process.

With the increased water pollution, global warming and deteriorating climatic condition, the overall
situation of water bodies across the globe are being affected. Considering sea snot, it also leaves a
severe impact on marine life.

Conclusion:

Conclude with its impact.

Introduction

Sea Snot is also known as Sea Saliva or Marine Mucilage. It is a collection of thick, slimy, mucus-like
substance found in the sea. It is composed of compounds secreted by marine organisms.

Mucilage is a thick, gluey substance produced by nearly all plants and some microorganisms.
Body

A ‘sea snot’ outbreak was first recorded in Turkey in 2007. Back then, it was also spotted in
the Aegean Sea near Greece. But the current outbreak in the Sea of Marmara is by far the biggest in
the country’s history.

Causes:

1. Itis formed when algae are overloaded with nutrients Overloading of nutrients happens
because of warm weather caused by global warming, water pollution, uncontrolled dumping
of household and industrial waste into the seas etc.

2. The overproduction of phytoplankton caused by climate change. The uncontrolled dumping
of household and industrial waste into the seas has also led to the present crisis in Turkey.

Impact of Sea Snot:
Marine Ecosystem:

1. The growth of the mucilage which floats upon the surface of the sea like brown phlegm
poses a severe threat to the marine ecosystem of the country.

2. It has already caused mass deaths among the fish population and also killed other aquatic
organisms such as corals and sponges.

3. Moreover, the mucilage is now covering the surface of the sea and has also spread to 80-100
feet below the surface.

4. If unchecked, this can collapse to the bottom and cover the sea floor, causing major damage
to the marine ecosystem.

b

Over a period of time, it could end up poisoning all aquatic life, including fishes, crabs,
oysters, mussels and sea stars.

Livelihood:
1. The Sea Snot outbreak has also affected the livelihoods of fishermen.

2. The sludge is getting collected in the fishermen’s nets making them so heavy that they break

or get lost.
]
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3. Moreover, the mucilage coating the strings makes the nets visible to fish and keeps them
away.

Diseases:

1. Several experts have warned that the ‘sea snot’ can cause an outbreak of water-borne
diseases such as cholera in cities like Istanbul.

Conclusion

Short term countermeasures include collecting it from the sea surface and laying barriers on the sea
surface. Long term countermeasures include improving waste water treatment, creating marine
protected areas and limiting climate change.

Evaluate the impact of global warming on the coral life system of the world with
examples. (250 words)

Reference: The Hindu

Why the question:

The article brings to us the dismal picture of the impact of global warming on the coral reef system.
Key Demand of the question:

Discuss the impact of global warming on the coral life system of the World with examples.
Directive:

Evaluate — When you are asked to evaluate, you have to pass a sound judgement about the truth of
the given statement in the question or the topic based on evidences. You have to appraise the worth
of the statement in question. There is scope for forming a personal opinion here.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Start with some key facts related to effect of global warming on coral reefs across the world.

Body:

Explain how is coral affected by climate change and global warming? — When conditions such as the
temperature change, corals expel the symbiotic algae living in their tissues, responsible for their
color. A spike of 1-2°C in ocean temperatures sustained over several weeks can lead to bleaching,
turning corals white. If corals are bleached for prolonged periods, they eventually die.

Give examples to justify your argument.

Conclusion:

Suggest solutions and conclude with way forward.

Introduction

A coral reef is an underwater ecosystem characterized by reef-building corals. Reefs are formed of
colonies of coral polyps held together by calcium carbonate. Most coral reefs are built from stony
corals, whose polyps cluster in groups. Most reefs grow best in warm, shallow, clear, sunny water.
They occupy less than 0.1% of the world’s ocean area, yet they provide a home for at least 25% of
all marine species. Hence they are also known as “rainforests of the ocean”.

The increase in greenhouse gases in the atmosphere due to human activities causes global warming
or climate change. Global warming has increased substantially over the past couple of decades that
have led to warming of oceans. This warming has affected the ocean inhabitants including corals.

Body

I
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CORALBLEA

HEALTHY CORA

Coral and algae depend on
each other to survive.

Corals have a symbiotic relationship with
microscopic algae called zooxanthellae
that live in their tissues. These algae are
the coral’s primary food source and give
them their color.

STRESSED CORAL

If stressed, algae leaves

the coral.

When the symbiotic relationship
becomes stressed due to increased
acean temperature or pollution, the

algae leave the coral's tissue.

BLEACHED CORAL

Coral is left bleached and

vulnerable.

CHING ¢

BLEACHING?

Change in ocean
temperature
Increased ocean
temperature caused

by climate change is the
leading cause of coral
bleaching.

Runoff and pollution
Storm generated precipitation
can rapidly dilute ocean
water and runoff can
carry pollutants — these can
bleach near-shore corals.

Overexposure to
sunlight

When temperatures are high,
high solar irradiance
contributes to bleaching in
shallow-water corals.

Extreme low tides
Exposure to the air during
extreme low tides can cause
bleaching in shallow corals.

Without the algae, the coral loses its @
major source of food, turns white or

very pale, and is more susceptible to

disease.

NOAA's Coral Reef Conservation Program
httpi//coralreef.noaa.gov/

& THREATS TO CORAL REEFS CLIMATE CHANGE

CLIMATE CHANGE = OCEAN CHANGE

burning fossil

fuels for heat 4
producing some
and energy

industrial products
=[=R -.‘.u 1

CLIMATE CH

i Warming Ocean

thermal stress

Impacts are immediate and long term, direct and indirect -

% ' Storm Patterns

{' <) Changesin

stronger, more
frequent storms

fertilizing crops

raising livestock

—

change in connectivity
& temperature regimes

A weakened coral is

deforestation

HOW YOU CAN HELP

Shrink your carbon footprint to
reduce greenhouse gases.

The world’s ocean
is a massive sink
that absorbs
carbon dioxide
(CO)). Although this
has slowed global
warming, it is also
changing ocean
chemistry.

Drive less.

Reduce, reuse or recycle.

Purchase energy-efficient
appliances and lightbulbs.

Print less. Download more.
Use less water.

Do your part to help improve
overall coral reef condition.

Reduce the use of lawn and
garden chemicals.

reduction in pH
levels DO NOT dump household
chemicals in storm drains.

Choose sustainable
seafood.
www.FishWatch.gov

Learn about good reef

etiquette and practice it
when in the water.

Volunteer for beach and
waterway clean ups.
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Threats faced due to global warming:

According to UNESCO, the coral reefs in all 29 reef-containing World Heritage sites would
cease to exist by the end of this century if we continue to emit greenhouse gases under a
business-as-usual scenario.

A team of Indian researchers has warned that rising sea temperatures due to climate change
could put these wondrous underwater systems under peril. Their study, which analysed data
of sea surface temperatures since 1982, has found that three mass bleaching events
occurred in 1998, 2010 and 2016, impacting five major Indian coral reef regions — in
Andaman, Nicobar, Lakshadweep, Gulf of Mannar and Gulf of Kutch.

According to Global coral reef monitoring network, 19% of world corals are already dead.
The main cause behind it is Global warming.

Between 2014-17, 50% of Great Barrier reef bleached

Cyclones responsible for 48% of coral loss in Australia between 1985-2012
Marine Heat wave was major cause of bleaching in GBR in 2017

Japan’s largest reef Okinawa witnessed death of 75% corals due to bleaching

In Maldives, 60% corals suffered bleaching in 2016

Impact of Global warming on Coral Reefs

Coral Bleaching: When corals are stressed by changes in conditions such as temperature,
light, or nutrients, they expel the symbiotic algae living in their tissues, causing them to
turn completely white.

For instance, Great Barrier Reef: Over 2016 and 2017, Great Barrier Reef suffered back-to-
back bleaching, leaving half of the shallow water corals dead. One-third of the 3,863 reefs
that make up the Great Barrier Reef went through a catastrophic die-off.

Infectious diseases: rising sea temperatures also causes diseases among coral systems due
to rise of bacteria such as viborio shiloi.

Algal blooms: Changes in precipitation result in increased runoff of freshwater, sediment,
and land-based pollutants contribute to algal blooms and cause murky water conditions that
reduce light.

Hampers marine ecosystem: Changes in coral ecosystem also affect the species that depend
on them, such as the fish and invertebrates that rely on live coral for food, shelter, or
recruitment habitat.

Solar irradiation: global warming results in changes in local weather patterns. With
decreased cloud cover, the sunlight penetrates more into water increasing stress among
corals.

Ocean Acidification: Due to increased CO2 levels in atmosphere, oceans absorb more CO2.
This increases the acidity levels in water and inhibits the corals ability to build calcareous
skeletons that are vital for their survival. Ocean acidification, or increased CO2 levels has
reduced calcification rates in reef-building and reef associated organisms, causing their
skeletons to become weaker and growth to be impaired
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e Rise of nutrients: Increased temperatures raise the activity of photosynthesis resulting in
increased amounts of nutrients in water. This promotes population of organisms that
compete with corals for growth.

¢ Increased instances of Natural disasters: Coral reefs act as key barrier to guard against
incoming storms and mitigate the damage done by surging seas. Global warming is
associated with increases frequency of natural disasters. And this threatens the survival of
corals.

e Affects food chain: It is also expected that there will be a gradual decrease in the quantity of
marine plants such as phytoplankton in warmer waters, effectively reducing the amount of
nutrients available to animals further along the food chain.

e Loss of livelihoods: Countries in Southeast Asia such as Indonesia, Thailand and Philippines
would bear the brunt of the damage, as it will reduce the fish stock rapidly.

e Economic Impact: Both fishing and tourism will be hit hard. Many communities in
Queensland had to look for alternate livelihoods due to coral bleaching and loss of ocean
ecosystem.

Way forward

e Limiting global average temperature to well below 2°C above pre-industrial levels and
pursuing efforts to limit the temperature increase to 1.5°C, in line with the Paris Agreement
on climate change, provides the only chance for the survival of coral reefs globally.

e Other measures alone, such as addressing local pollution and destructive fishing practices,
cannot save coral reefs without stabilised greenhouse gas emissions.

e Reinforcing commitments to the Paris Agreement must be mirrored in all other global
agreements such as the Sustainable Development Goals. I.

e Economic systems need to rapidly move to the low greenhouse gas emission scenario to
enable global temperature decrease.

e A move away from current economic thinking should include the benefits provided by coral
reefs, which are currently not taken into account in mainstream business and finance.

e Therefore, sustaining and restoring coral reefs should be treated as an asset, and long-term
investments should be made for their preservation.

e Investments should also include support for research at the frontiers of biology, such as
genetic selection of heat-resistant corals that can withstand rising global temperatures.

Conclusion:

There also needs to be a transformation of mainstream economic systems and a move towards
circular economic practices. These are highlighted in SDG 8 (inclusive and sustainable economic
growth) and SDG 12 (sustainable consumption and production patterns).
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	Indian culture will cover the salient aspects of Art Forms, Literature and Architecture from ancient to modern times.
	Discuss the contributions of Sant Kabir Das to Bhakti movement while discussing the Kabir philosophy. (250 words)

	History of the world will include events from 18th century such as industrial revolution, world wars, redrawal of national boundaries, colonization, decolonization.
	“The American War of Independence “deprived Great Britain of one empire, but it strengthened the foundations of another. Examine the statement in the context of colonization of India.(250 words)
	Explain the impact of the French Revolution on the Spanish colonies in America. (250 words)
	How was Napoleon responsible for the unification of Germany and Italy? Explain. (250 words)
	‘Industrialisation was a mixed blessing.’ Explain by giving examples. (250 words)
	What policy instruments were deployed to contain the great economic depression? Do you think the depression currently the world is facing due to pandemic is a similar one? Discuss. (250 words)
	Discuss the social impact of World War I on India . (250 words)
	Give an account of causes and consequences of American civil war of 1861.  (250 words)
	Do you think Western policy of appeasement of the fascist powers brought about the Second World War? Why? Or why not? Discuss. (250 words)
	What were the factors that caused the Second World War? Discuss the role of the Navy in WWII. (250 words)
	Deliberate upon the view that the Russian Revolution was brought about by a small group of revolutionaries without the support of the masses. (250 words)
	Discuss the reasons owing to which the Communists led by Mao-Tse-Tung emerged victorious in the Chinese Civil War. Also, explain in what way Mao’s victory impacted South Asian politics? (250 words)
	Discuss the position of the Non-Alignment Movement in India’s foreign policy in contemporary times. (250 words)
	The Cold War was a state of geopolitical hostility after World War II between powers in the Eastern powers and the western powers. Analyse. (250 words)
	How did adventurers and explorer helped in the scramble for Africa? Discuss with examples. (250 words)
	The anti-colonial struggles in West Africa were led by the new elite of Western-educated Africans. Examine.(250 words)
	Explain the key features of Colonization, how is it different from Imperialism? (250 words)
	What were the driving factors that led to decolonization post world war II? Analyse with relevant examples . (250 words)
	What problems were appropriate to the decolonization process of Malay Peninsula? Explain. (250 words)

	Salient features of Indian Society, Diversity of India.
	Discuss how child marriages in India lead to an intergenerational cycle of poverty. Also suggest some measures to curb this menace. (250 words)
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