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General Studies-1; Topic: Urbanization, their problems and their remedies. 

 

Urban Mobility 
 
Introduction  

• Urbanisation is associated with better mobility. 

• In India, roads are multipurpose public goods, used by various classes of motorised and non-
motorised vehicles, as well as a other users such as street-sellers, children playing and animals. 

 
Congestion on Roads 

• Congestion is a big barrier to economic development and the quality of life. 

• A better understanding of the factors behind congestion will improve the policy measures to 
improve urban mobility in India. 

• It will strengthen the interactions between transportation networks and market integration will 
drive future economic growth and job creation. 

• Indian cities are slow due to uncongested mobility and not due to mobility delays.  

• They are slow at all times, even at night in the absence of traffic. This is due to the multipurpose 
nature of urban transport. 

• Analysis suggests that there are much larger gains from a 10% improvement in uncongested mobility 
than from implementing optimal congestion pricing in urban India. 

 
Transportation Sector  

• Transportation remains the largest sector of lending by the World Bank. 

• Regional lending institutions, represent more than 20% of their net commitments towards 
transportation.  

• Demand for infrastructure investments will continue to increase in the future. 
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Policy challenges 

• Travel patterns in India are different from those in the US.  

• Indian roads being multipurpose public goods, serve a wide variety of uses, other than motorised 
transport that slow down travel.  

• Given that urban mobility is slow at all times, standard policy recommendations like congestion 
pricing, or other types of travel restrictions, may do little to improve mobility in India. 

• Urbanisation and economic development lead to ever larger cities and increased rates of 
motorisation, and these two features will lead to complete gridlock. 

• Recent population growth and a measure of cars per capita are associated with congestion.  
 
Way Forward 

• Since the costs of congestion, transportation infrastructure and global warming will only increase in 
the future, transportation policy should be based on the careful analysis of high-quality data, and 
not on the claims of advocacy groups. 

• The data can be used to learn about the fundamentals of urban travel beyond mobility and 
congestion.  

• This data can also be collected at a much higher frequency for allowing policy changes to be 
evaluated over the short run. 

• India’s unique travel patterns imply that country-level policies, and local-specific investments, are 
necessary. 

• Scaling up investments in travel infrastructure is the way to improve uncongested mobility. 

• Future research and engineering studies can identify cost-effective ways to build faster urban 
networks. 
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