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Functions and responsibilities of the Union and the States, issues and challenges 

pertaining to the federal structure, devolution of powers and finances up to local 

levels and challenges therein. 

CBI is often criticized for being a “caged parrot speaking in its master’s voice”. In this 

context critically analyse the challenges in the functioning of it.(250 words) 
Reference: The Hindu   
Why the question: 
The high-powered selection committee headed by the Prime Minister has finalized some names for 
the post of CBI director. Thus the question. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss the inherent challenges associated with CBI and explain in detail why it is often blamed to be 
a caged parrot speaking in its master’s voice. 
Directive: 
Critically analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or 
nature of the topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
When ‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the 
topic and give a fair judgment. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with brief background of the question. 
Body: 
The answer body must have the following aspects covered: 
First briefly talk about the Central Bureau of Investigation. The CBI is the premier investigating 
agency of India operating under the jurisdiction of the Ministry of Personnel, Public Grievances and 
Pensions. 
Discuss its composition and then explain the challenges associated; It has often been used by the 
government of the day to cover up wrongdoing, keep coalition allies in line and political opponents at 
bay. It has been accused of enormous delays in concluding investigations, Loss of Credibility, lack of 
accountability, acute shortage of personnel, limited powers etc. 
Explain the concerns around political interference in detail.   
Conclusion: 
Suggest way forward to address the issues. 
Introduction 

The Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) is the premier investigating agency of India. Operating 

under the jurisdiction of the Ministry of Personnel, Public Grievances and Pensions, the CBI is 

headed by the Director. 

Body 

Why CBI was called as caged parrot? 

1. Politicisation of the Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI)has been a work in progress for 

years. 

2. Corruption and politically biased: This was highlighted in Supreme Court criticism for being 

a caged parrot speaking in its master’s voice. 

3. CBI has been accused of becoming ‘handmaiden’ to the party in power, as a result high 

profile cases are not treated seriously. 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/subodh-kumar-jaiswal-appointed-cbi-director/article34644724.ece


INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 

 
 

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia  Page 12 

4. Since CBI is run by central police officials on deputation hence chances of getting influenced 

by government was visible in the hope of better future postings. 

Criticism against CBI 

1. The agency is dependent on the home ministry for staffing, since many of its investigators 

come from the Indian Police Service. 

2. The agency depends on the law ministry for lawyers and also lacks functional autonomy to 

some extent. 

3. The CBI, run by IPS officers on deputation, is also susceptible to the government’s ability to 

manipulate the senior officers, because they are dependent on the Central government for future 

postings. 

4. Another great constraint on the CBI is its dependence on State governments for invoking its 

authority to investigate cases in a State, even when such investigation targets a Central government 

employee. 

5. Since police is a State subject under the Constitution, and the CBI acts as per the procedure 

prescribed by the Code of Criminal Procedure (CrPC), which makes it a police agency, the CBI needs 

the consent of the State government in question before it can make its presence in that State. This 

is a cumbersome procedure and has led to some ridiculous situations. 

Reforms needed 

1. Ensure that CBI operates under a formal, modern legal framework that has been written 

for a contemporary investigative agency. 

2. The Second Administrative Reforms Commission (2007) suggested that a new law should 

be enacted to govern the working of the CBI. 

3. Parliamentary standing committee (2007) recommended that a separate act should be 

promulgated in tune with requirement with time to ensure credibility and impartiality. 

4. The 19th and 24th reports of the parliamentary standing committees (2007 and 

2008) recommended that the need of the hour is to strengthen the CBI in terms of legal mandate, 

infrastructure and resources. 

5. It is high time that the CBI is vested with the required legal mandate and is given pan-India 

jurisdiction. It must have inherent powers to investigate corruption cases against officers of All India 

Services irrespective of the assignments they are holding or the state they are serving in. 

6. Besides appointing the head of the CBI through a collegium, as recommended by the Lokpal 

Act, the government must ensure financial autonomy for the outfit. 

7. It is also possible to consider granting the CBI and other federal investigation agencies the 

kind of autonomy that the Comptroller and Auditor General enjoys as he is only accountable to 

Parliament. 

8. A new CBI Act should be promulgated that ensures the autonomy of CBI while at the same 

time improving the quality of supervision. The new Act must specify criminal culpability for 

government interference. 
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9. One of the demands that has been before Supreme Court, and in line with international best 

practices, is for the CBI to develop its own dedicated cadre of officers who are not bothered about 

deputation and abrupt transfers. 

10. A more efficient parliamentary oversight over the federal criminal and intelligence agencies 

could be a way forward to ensure better accountability, despite concerns regarding political misuse 

of the oversight. 

Conclusion 

Delink the CBI from the administrative control of the government – As long as the government of the 

day has the power to transfer and post officials of its choice in the CBI, the investigating agency will 

not enjoy autonomy and will be unable to investigate cases freely. Providing statutory status 

through legislation equivalent to that provided to the Comptroller & Auditor General and the 

Election Commission wil help maintain the independence of the institution. 

Parliament and State Legislatures – structure, functioning, conduct of business, 

powers & privileges and issues arising out of these. 

What is the rationale for creation of State Legislative Councils? Discuss the criticisms 

leveled against State Legislative Councils?  (250 words) 
Reference:  The Hindu 
Why the question: 
The West Bengal cabinet has decided to set up a Legislative Council. The formation of a legislative 
council was one of the promises included in the election manifesto of the Trinamool Congress. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss the rationale for creation of State Legislative Councils and the criticisms for the same. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with basic demand of the question. 
Body: 
The answer body must have the following aspects covered: 
Firstly explain the Constitutional Provision for the abolition or creation of a Legislative Council. 
Then explain the rationale for creation of State Legislative Councils? – Check on hasty legislation, 
Prevent arbitrary and populist legislation, sharing workload with the assembly, Accommodation of 
experienced individuals etc. 
Then discuss the criticisms leveled against State Legislative Councils – No substantial power, 
Accommodating Party Functionaries, Promotion of vested interests etc. 
Conclusion: 
Suggest what needs to be done and conclude with way forward. 
Introduction 

The power of abolition and creation of the State legislative council is vested in Parliament of India as 

per Article 169. To create or to abolish a state legislative council, the state legislative assembly must 

pass a resolution, which must be supported by majority of the strength of the house and 2/3rd 

majority of the present and voting 
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Body 

Rationale for creation of State Legislative Councils 

1. The Constituent Assembly was divided on having a second chamber in the states. 

2. It was argued that a second House can help check hasty actions by the directly elected 

House, and also enable non-elected persons to contribute to the legislative process. 

3. To allow leaders, professors, and other people who shy from elections to participate in 

legislative process. 

4. To formulate better and detailed discussed legislation. 

5. Upper House consisting of graduates, teachers, outstanding persons in the fields of art, 

literature, science and social service, check-mate the radicalism of the lower House. 

6. Having a second chamber would allow for more debate and sharing of work between the 

Houses. 

Criticisms levelled against State legislative councils 

1. Superfluous: If a majority of the members in the upper house belong to the same party 

which holds majority in the lower house, the upper house will become a mere ditto chamber. On the 

other hand, if two different parties are in majority, the upper house will delay the bills for months 

unnecessarily. Thus, its role may become nasty and obstructive. 

2. Not an Effective Check: Powers of the Legislative Councils are limited and hardly impose any 

effective check on the Assemblies. Whether a Bill is approved by the Council or not, assembly can 

still go ahead after four months. 

3. Vested Interests: Legislative Council serves only as stronghold of vested interests of people, 

who are not interested in legislation. Instead, they may block such legislation initiated by popularly 

elected Legislative Assembly. 

4. Backdoor Entrance of the Defeated Members: Legislative Council can be utilised to 

accommodate discredited party-men who may not be returned to the Assemblies. 

5. Expensive: It is expensive and a big drain on the State’s exchequer. 

Conclusion 

Second chambers in our States have proved to be ornamental which is a burden on public money. 

The members of the Legislative Council also owe allegiance to one party or the other and eventually 

act according to the dictates of a party to which they belong. The provision of the law for Councils to 

have seats for graduates and teachers should be reviewed. Legislative councils should be a 

responsible body that can also form their part in policies and programmes for the development of 

states. 
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Structure, organization and functioning of the Executive and the Judiciary—

Ministries and Departments of the Government; pressure groups and 

formal/informal associations and their role in the Polity. 

Discuss the scope and issues related to judicial governance in this unprecedented 

medical crisis facing the country. (250 words) 
Reference:  Hindustan Times 
Why the question: 
Editorial is discussing scope & issues related judicial governance in this unprecedented medical crisis. 
Thus the question. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss the scope and issues related to judicial governance in this unprecedented medical crisis facing 
the country. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with what is Judicial Governance. 
Body: 
Explain first the recent issues amidst covid-19 times taken up by the courts like – High court (HC) 
under Art. 226 & Supreme Court (SC) under Art. 32 (extraordinary jurisdiction to protect personal 
liberty) are intervening to ensure actions from executive on production and allocation of medical 
oxygen and the urgent requirement of basic medical infrastructure such as beds and drugs. According 
to some sections, suo motu petition being heard by SC is an act of interference in the executive policy 
domain, specifically on the issue of vaccination. During the 2G spectrum litigation, a Constitution 
Bench held that the court cannot enforce a policy decision on the executive. 
Explain the issue and application of judicial review and judicial overreach in pandemic response. 
Provide for a cursory view on preparation status of government with respect to covid immunisation 
program and challenges thereof. 
Conclusion: 
Suggest what needs to be done and conclude. 
Introduction 

India is in the midst of an unprecedented medical crisis. Four weeks into the second wave of Covid-

19, and a year after the pandemic first struck, it is clear that the State had no plan for an emergency 

of this nature. This gave impetus for Courts to intervene to uphold the fundamental rights of people. 

Body 

Judicial activism in times of pandemic 

1. It is in this context that the Delhi High Court (HC) has been moved under Article 226 

(extraordinary jurisdiction to protect personal liberty) of the Constitution seeking judicial 

interference by private entities and individual citizens. 

2. The petitions pertain to the production and allocation of medical oxygen and the urgent 

requirement of basic medical infrastructure such as beds and drugs. 
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3. Subsequently, the Supreme Court (SC), under Article 32 (extraordinary jurisdiction to protect 

personal liberty), has taken suo motu cognisance of the pandemic. 

4. There is a vaccine shortage and second wave has ravaged the nation. Lack of adequate 

preparation on part of Centre is touted as reason for a smaller number of vaccinations. 

5. The apex court categorically asked the Centre for its policy for mass inoculation and 

medication, and framed some important questions/remarks. 

6. The questions included; how will the socio-economic disabilities be addressed so that all 

poor get vaccinated. Why powers under Patent Act was not used to ramp up production of vaccine 

by many manufacturers and so on. 

Court intervention is not Judicial overreach 

1. The suo motu hearing isn’t adversarial or seeking adjudication between two contesting 

parties. 

2. What the court is doing is exercising its constitutional authority under Article 32 to fulfil its 

constitutional role of maintaining checks and balances within the framework of judicial review. 

3. This is significant since the executive’s decisions affecting the lives of a billion people have 

been opaque. 

4. SC is not seeking to take policy decisions, but is seeking public accountability and 

transparency on the executive’s policy decisions and its failure to act in time. 

5. This exercise of judicial review to maintain accountability is the institutional duty of a 

constitutional court and an essential facet of constitutional democracy. 

6. HC was bound by its duty to protect the right to life under Article 21. 

7. As the hearings continued, one saw HC being forced to facilitate the supply and allocation of 

oxygen between the Centre and the Delhi government. 

8. For almost a fortnight now, the court has been monitoring the oxygen situation on the 

ground. 

9. This is not because the court is eager to exercise its extraordinary constitutional 

responsibility for protecting the lives of people. 

10. It is because the federal cooperation expected between the Union and states has broken. 

11. The basic structure of the Constitution holds federalism as essential to upholding our 

constitutional democracy. 

12. Therefore, HC is not only ensuring administrative compliance, but also enforcing federal 

cohesion to ensure executive stability. Today, private entities and citizens are left with no option but 

to seek legal recourse for essential amenities in a pandemic. 

 Conclusion 

Those who have petitioned the court have locus standi to seek judicial remedy. They seek nothing 

less than the protection of human life. The judiciary, today, is being forced by citizens to step into a 
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vacuum created by the executive, and thereby, fulfil its constitutional duty to do justice. And, this, by 

its very nature, warrants judicial governance. 

Critically examine the recent judgment of Supreme Court in Maratha reservation case. 

(250 words) 
Reference:  Indian Express 
Why the question: 
In its judgment striking down Maharashtra’s Maratha quota, a five-judge Constitution Bench was 
unanimous on 3 issues and split 3:2 on another 3. A look at how the Bench ruled on these 6 issues. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Critically examine the recent judgment of Supreme Court in Maratha reservation case. 
Directive: 
Critically examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we have to look into the topic (content words) in 
detail, inspect it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. 
While doing so we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
When ‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the 
topic and give a fair judgment. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with brief background of the question. 
Body: 
The answer body must have the following aspects covered: 
Briefly explain the verdict of Indra Sawhney case. 
Then present the case of Maratha quota; the court held that there is no need to revisit the case. The 
court said that the 50% ceiling, although an arbitrary determination by the court in 1992, is now 
constitutionally recognized. 
Present the arguments made by State and countered by the apex court. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with significance of such judgments. 
Introduction 

A five-judge Constitution Bench of the Supreme Court on Wednesday struck down the Maharashtra 

law granting reservation to the Maratha community in admissions and government jobs in the state. 

Body 

Indra Sawhney Case: Background 

1. The objective of reservation as envisioned by the founding fathers of the Constitution was to 

ensure social justice by giving special status to backward castes as they were denied equal 

opportunities for generations and required special assistance to catch up with the other forward 

castes. 

2. Later, reservation was extended to other backward classes (OBCs) under the 

recommendation of the Mandal Commission. 

3. In Indra Sawhney & Others Vs. Union of India 1992 case, Supreme Court imposed 50% on the 

reservation limit, essentially capping the reservation to reign in populist tendencies and for 

efficiency purposes. 

Maratha Reservation and Supreme Court judgement 
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1. The Maratha quota exceeded the 50% ceiling and Supreme Court struck down this law. 

2. In a unanimous opinion on Wednesday, the court held that there is no need to revisit the 

Indra Sawhney Case. 

3. The court said that the 50% ceiling, although an arbitrary determination by the court in 

1992, is now constitutionally recognised. 

4. Since the 50% ceiling is held valid, the court looked into whether the Maratha quota law falls 

under the exceptional circumstances contemplated by Constitution Bench in Indra Sawhney’s case. 

5. The court also looked into the Maharashtra State Backward Commission report that the 

Maharashtra government had relied on to see if a case can be made out for exceptional 

circumstances. 

6. The state government’s argument was that since the population of backward class is 85% 

and reservation limit is only 50%, an increase in reservation limit would qualify as an extraordinary 

circumstance. 

7. All five judges disagreed with this argument. “The Marathas are dominant forward class and 

are in the main stream of National life. The above situation is not an extra-ordinary,” Justice Ashok 

Bhushan and Justice Abdul Nazeer held. Their view was accepted by the remaining three judges — 

Justice Nageswara Rao, Justice Hemant Gupta and Justice Ravindra Bhat. 

8. Court also ruled that President or Prime Minister will be able to make a law on the same, 

basing their decision on the 102nd Constitutional Amendment that created NCBC. 

9. Attorney General K K Venugopal argued “that it is inconceivable that no State shall have 

power to identify backward class”, and explained that the state government will have their separate 

list of SEBCs for providing reservation in state government jobs and education, whereas Parliament 

will only make the central list of SEBCs which would apply for central government jobs. 

10. However, the Supreme Court held that “the final say in regard to inclusion or exclusion (or 

modification of lists) of SEBCs is firstly with the President, and thereafter, in case of modification or 

exclusion from the lists initially published, with the Parliament”. 

11. The majority opinion by Justice Bhat essentially says that now the National Backward Classes 

Commission must publish a fresh list of SEBCs, both for states and the central list. 

12. The Commission set up under Article 338B shall conclude its task expeditiously, and make its 

recommendations after considering which, the President shall expeditiously publish the notification 

containing the list of SEBCs in relation to states and union territories, for the purpose of the 

Constitution. 

Conclusion 

It now raises many questions in cases where states have breached the 50% limit such as Tamil Nadu 

and also regarding the nativist laws that reserves certain jobs for residents. Forefathers of the 

Constitution did not envisage reservation policy to be ongoing on permanent basis. This shows the 

failure of governments in alleviating the conditions of people. Moreover, reservation must not 

become a populist tool to attract voters by politicians. 
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Explain the recent Supreme Court verdict on the 102nd Constitutional Amendment 

with respect to recognizing ‘Socially and Educationally Backward’ Classes (SEBC). Will 

it deprive State governments of their power to identify SEBCs? (250 words) 
Reference:  The Hindu 
Why the question: 
While holding the Maratha reservation unconstitutional, the Constitution Bench of the Supreme 
Court also dealt with the issue of the 102nd Constitution Amendment. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss in what way the recent judgment of the apex court will deprive State governments of their 
power to identify SEBCs. 
Directive: 
Explain – Clarify the topic by giving a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the 
particular context. You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with 
relevant associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with background of the question. 
Body: 
The Amendment established a National Commission for Backward Classes by adding Article 338B to 
the Constitution. 
The five-member Commission was tasked with monitoring safeguards provided for socially and 
educationally backward classes (SEBCs), giving advice on their socio-economic development, 
inquiring into complaints and making recommendations, among other functions. 
The constitutional bench has ruled that after the passage of the 102nd Constitution Amendment Act 
in 2018, the States do not have any power to identify ‘socially and educationally backward’ (SEBC) 
classes. 
The Court interpreting the bare text of the Amendment has held that only the President can publish a 
list of backward classes in relation to each State and that only Parliament can make inclusions or 
exclusions in it. 
Discuss its impact on the power of State governments. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
Introduction 

In the judgment that declared the Maratha reservation unconstitutional, a Constitution Bench of the 

Supreme Court dealt with another issue. By a 3:2 majority, it ruled that after the passage of the 

102nd Constitution Amendment Act in 2018, the States do not have any power to identify ‘socially 

and educationally backward’ (SEBC) classes. 

Body 

Background 

1. The 102nd Constitution Amendment, established a National Commission for Backward 

Classes by adding Article 338B. 

2. The Amendment also added Article 342A, under which the President shall notify a list of 

SEBCs in relation to each State and Union Territory, in consultation with Governors of the respective 

States. After that, additions can be made by Parliament. 

Supreme Court Judgement on SEBC recognition and State power 
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1. The reservation for the Maratha community was challenged in the Bombay High Court on 

various grounds. 

2. One of the grounds was that the Act creating the Maratha quota through a new category 

called ‘SEBC’ was unconstitutional because after the introduction of the 102nd Amendment, the 

State legislature had no power to identify any new backward class. 

3. The Union government said Parliament’s intent was only to create a Central List that would 

be applied only in the Central government and its institutions. It had nothing to do with the State 

Lists of backward classes or the State governments’ powers to declare a community backward. 

4. Justice S. Ravindra Bhat, with two others concurring with him, adopted a literal 

interpretation of the 102nd Amendment, holding that there was no ambiguity in its drafting that 

warranted a “purposive interpretation”. Writing for them, Justice Bhat cited three main reasons. 

5. One, the text was clear that the President alone could notify the list, and subsequent 

changes could be made only by Parliament by law. 

6. The Supreme Court’s judgment also drew on deliberations before a Rajya Sabha Select 

Committee that showed that the Centre had rejected suggestions from members who demanded 

that a specific clause be added saying that States would continue to have the power to identify 

SEBCs. 

7. Naturally, state’s power to list SEBC has been eroded with the literal interpretation by 

Supreme court. However, this can be easily reinstated by appropriate amendments to Article 338B 

and 342A. 

Conclusion 

The Supreme Court has directed the Centre to notify the list of SEBCs for each State and Union 

territory, and until it is done, the present State Lists may continue to be in use. The Centre may 

either comply with this or seek to further amend the Constitution to clarify the position that the 

102nd Amendment was not intended to denude the States of their power to identify SEBCs. 

 

  

To what extent are Indian laws satisfactory in dealing and addressing medical disasters 

in the country? Explain.  (250 words) 
Reference:  The Hindu 
Why the question: 
The opinion is about the Medical disasters and the role of law. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss to what extent are Indian laws satisfactory in dealing and addressing medical disasters in the 
country. 
Directive: 
Explain – Clarify the topic by giving a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the 
particular context. You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with 
relevant associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
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Start with the current medical crisis the country is facing amidst pandemic. 
Body: 
Explain that in the zeal to deal with the Covid crisis, the Constitution and the law often go unnoticed. 
The role of the governments at the Centre, in the States and at local level is finely nuanced in the 
distribution of powers in the Constitution. 
Discuss the shortcomings of the laws in place to deal with Medical crisis in the country. 
Give examples to substantiate. 
Conclusion: 
Suggest way forward and conclude. 
Introduction 

Two major laws that deal with medical disasters in the country are Disaster Management Act and 

Epidemics Diseases Act. However, the legislative framework is inadequate. Courts have been 

informed that this law would have to be supplemented by post-independence constitutional-era 

legislation in the Disaster Management Act, 2005 (DM Act), but this law too has not been scanned 

carefully. 

Body 

Issues with existing legislative framework 

1. Even post-independence law like DM Act, 2005 is woefully short of handling second wave in 

India. Storms, avalanches, landslides, cyclone, earthquake, floods, are the focal point of this 

legislation. 

2. The DM Act abhors concentration of powers in the Central Government. The power 

exclusively vesting in the authorities created and established by this law cannot be usurped even by 

the State Government or Central Government. 

3. Medicine shortage (say, Remdesivir) cannot be handled ignoring the Drugs and Cosmetics 

Act, 1940. 

4. With medical oxygen, it is the Petroleum and Explosives Safety Organisation that has the 

powers to prescribe standards and lay down procedures for conversion of industrial oxygen cylinders 

and inert gas cylinders (nitrogen, argon and helium) into medical oxygen cylinders. 

5. While such conversion can take place, cylinders can carry medical oxygen provided it is 

manufactured at licensed locations, factories and establishments. 

6. The conversion can only be made in terms of the licence. Cylinders need to meet stipulated 

safety standards. 

Need of the hour 

1. Although India has a number of legal mechanisms to support public health measures in an 

epidemic situation, they are not being addressed under a single legislation. 

2. There is an urgent need to assemble all the provisions in one over-arching public health 

legislation, so that the implementation of the responses to an epidemic can be effectively 

monitored. 

3. The Act needs to form a proper Epidemic Body which constitutes medical professionals, 

legal professionals and government officials. 
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1. This Body can combine all the various legislations and projects for such epidemics like the 

Act, Disaster Management Act of 2005, the Integrated Disease Surveillance Project, etc. 

2. After this, they can form a single legislation addressing all the issues and measures together. 

They can act as a governing body in future epidemics. 

4. The Act needs to be amended as per the current circumstances, technology and need. 

Conclusion 

A life-threatening epidemic like COVID-19 is an eye-opener for us. It tells us that in tough situations, 

time-worn laws cannot help us. Undeniably, the role of public health specialists in this regard cannot 

be ruled out. The lawmakers can draw a leaf out of the National Disaster Management Act 2005 

(deals with public emergency) as it clearly defines all the terms and has an explicit description of all 

the implementing measures and agencies to be instituted in the event of any emergency. 

Do you think the current judicial intervention during the pandemic by the apex court 

has encroached the executive’s domain in the country? Analyse. (250 ) 
Reference:  The Hindu 
Why the question: 
The question is premised on the theme of judicial intervention among the executive action. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Analyse the aspects of the current judicial intervention during the pandemic by the apex court and if 
it has encroached the executive’s domain in the country. 
Directive: 
Analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
 Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with definition of judicial intervention in general. 
Body: 
Discuss that the judicial intervention in response to the Union government’s flailing response to the 
health crisis has reached its apotheosis with the Supreme Court order forming a 12-member national 
task force for the effective and transparent allocation of medical oxygen to the States and Union 
Territories “on a scientific, rational and equitable basis”. 
Present the case of Covid-19 health crisis and the interventions made by the government and explain 
the pros and cons of it on the government’s executive action. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
Introduction 

India is in the midst of an unprecedented medical crisis. Four weeks into the second wave of Covid-

19, and a year after the pandemic first struck, it is clear that the State had no plan for an emergency 

of this nature. This gave impetus for Courts to intervene to uphold the fundamental rights of people. 

Body 

Judicial intervention during pandemic 

1. It is in this context that the Delhi High Court (HC) has been moved under Article 226 

(extraordinary jurisdiction to protect personal liberty) of the Constitution seeking judicial 

interference by private entities and individual citizens. 
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2. The petitions pertain to the production and allocation of medical oxygen and the urgent 

requirement of basic medical infrastructure such as beds and drugs. 

3. Subsequently, the Supreme Court (SC), under Article 32 (extraordinary jurisdiction to protect 

personal liberty), has taken suo motu cognisance of the pandemic. 

4. There is a vaccine shortage and second wave has ravaged the nation. Lack of adequate 

preparation on part of Centre is touted as reason for a smaller number of vaccinations. 

5. The apex court categorically asked the Centre for its policy for mass inoculation and 

medication, and framed some important questions/remarks. 

6. The questions included; how will the socio-economic disabilities be addressed so that all 

poor get vaccinated. Why powers under Patent Act was not used to ramp up production of vaccine 

by many manufacturers and so on. 

Cannot be considered as encroachment 

1. The suo-motu hearing isn’t adversarial or seeking adjudication between two contesting 

parties. 

2. What the court is doing is exercising its constitutional authority under Article 32 to fulfil its 

constitutional role of maintaining checks and balances within the framework of judicial review. 

3. This is significant since the executive’s decisions affecting the lives of a billion people have 

been opaque. 

4. SC is not seeking to take policy decisions, but is seeking public accountability and 

transparency on the executive’s policy decisions and its failure to act in time. 

5. This exercise of judicial review to maintain accountability is the institutional duty of a 

constitutional court and an essential facet of constitutional democracy. 

6. HC was bound by its duty to protect the right to life under Article 21. 

7. As the hearings continued, one saw HC being forced to facilitate the supply and allocation of 

oxygen between the Centre and the Delhi government. 

8. For almost a fortnight now, the court has been monitoring the oxygen situation on the 

ground. 

9. This is not because the court is eager to exercise its extraordinary constitutional 

responsibility for protecting the lives of people. 

10. It is because the federal cooperation expected between the Union and states has broken. 

11. The basic structure of the Constitution holds federalism as essential to upholding our 

constitutional democracy. 

12. Therefore, HC is not only ensuring administrative compliance, but also enforcing federal 

cohesion to ensure executive stability. Today, private entities and citizens are left with no option but 

to seek legal recourse for essential amenities in a pandemic. 

Conclusion 
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Those who have petitioned the court have locus standi to seek judicial remedy. They seek nothing 

less than the protection of human life. The judiciary, today, is being forced by citizens to step into a 

vacuum created by the executive, and thereby, fulfil its constitutional duty to do justice. And, this, by 

its very nature, warrants judicial governance. 

Statutory, regulatory and various quasi-judicial bodies. 

Establishing the National Tribunal commission could possibly entail a radical 

restructuring of the present tribunals system. Discuss in the backdrop of the recent 

issues facing the functioning of Tribunals in India. (250 words) 
Reference:  The Hindu 
Why the question: 
The article explains the importance of radical restructuring of Tribunals in India.   
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss the idea of National Tribunal commission. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with what Tribunals are and their importance in general. 
Body: 
Tribunals are quasi-judicial duties created by the 42nd Amendment Act which added Articles 
323A(Administrative Tribunals) and 323B(Tribunals of other matter). 
Discuss the constitutional validity of Tribunals. 
Explain the recent issues faced with functioning of tribunals. 
Account for pros and cons of the idea of national tribunal commission. Give suitable examples in 
support of your answer. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
Introduction 

The Centre has abolished several appellate tribunals and authorities and transferred their 

jurisdiction to other existing judicial bodies through the Tribunals Reforms (Rationalisation and 

Conditions of Service) Ordinance 2021. This Ordinance has been challenged in the Supreme Court. 

Body 

Tribunals and their mandate 

1. The original Constitution did not contain provisions with respect to tribunals. 

2. The 42nd Amendment Act of 1976 added a new Part XIV- A to the Constitution. 

3. This part is entitled as ‘Tribunals’ and consists of only two Articles–Article 323 A dealing 

with administrative tribunals and Article 323 B dealing with tribunals for other matters. 

4. Article 323 A empowers the Parliament to provide for the establishment of administrative 

tribunals for the adjudication of disputes relating to recruitment and conditions of service of persons 
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appointed to public services of the Centre, the states, local bodies, public corporations and other 

public authorities. 

5. Under Article 323 B, the Parliament and the state legislatures are authorised to provide for 

the establishment of tribunals for the adjudication of disputes relating to the following matters: 

1. Taxation 

2. Foreign exchange, import and export 

3. Industrial and labour 

4. Land reforms 

5. Ceiling on urban property 

6. Elections to Parliament and state legislatures 

Recent issues in the functioning of the tribunals 

1. In India, executive interference in the functioning of tribunals is often seen in matters of 

appointment and removal of tribunal members, as well as in provision of finances, infrastructure, 

personnel and other resources required for day-to-day functioning of the tribunals. 

2. The Union Ministry of Finance framed a new set of rules called the Tribunal, Appellate 

Tribunal, and other Authorities (Qualifications, Experience and other Conditions of Service of 

Members) Rules, 2020 that prescribe uniform norms for the appointment and service conditions of 

members to various tribunals. 

3. The new rules have been framed by the government as the previous Rules of 2017 were 

struck down by the Constitution Bench of the Supreme Court in November 2019 in the case Rojer 

Mathew vs South Indian Bank. 

4. The new rules do not remove the control of parent administrative ministries (ministries 

against which the tribunals have to pass orders) over tribunals. 

5. For example, the tribunals such as the Armed Forces Tribunal functions under the same 

ministry which is a party in litigation and the ministry also wields rule-making powers and controls 

finances, infrastructure and manpower in the tribunal. 

6. The new rules also ensure that the secretary of the ministry against which the tribunal is to 

pass orders sits on the committee for selecting adjudicating members of the same tribunal. 

7. This system was termed as “mockery of the Constitution” by SC in Madras Bar Association 

case, 2014. 

The Centre is yet to constitute a National Tribunals Commission (NTC), an independent umbrella 

body to supervise the functioning of tribunals, appointment of and disciplinary proceedings 

against members, and to take care of administrative and infrastructural needs of the tribunals. The 

idea of an NTC was first mooted in L. Chandra Kumar v. Union of India (1997), but it has still not 

seen the light of day. 

Restructuring with National Tribunal Commission(NTC) 
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1. Initiating dialogue and promoting awareness about the NTC is vital for overcoming the 

government’s inertia in establishing such a body. 

2. Developing an independent oversight body for accountable governance requires a legal 

framework that protects its independence and impartiality. 

3. The NTC would ideally take on some duties relating to administration and oversight. It could 

set performance standards for the efficiency of tribunals and their own administrative processes. 

4. Importantly, it could function as an independent recruitment body to develop and 

operationalise the procedure for disciplinary proceedings and appointment of tribunal members. 

5. Giving the NTC the authority to set members’ salaries, allowances, and other service 

conditions, subject to regulations, would help maintain tribunals’ independence. 

6. Administrative roles of the NTC include providing support services to tribunal members, 

litigants, and their lawyer 

7. For this purpose, it would need to be able to hire and supervise administrative staff, and to 

consolidate, improve, and modernise tribunals’ infrastructure. 

8. Therefore, the NTC must be established vide a constitutional amendment or be backed by a 

statute that guarantees it functional, operational and financial independence. 

9. One of the main reasons that has motivated the idea of NTC is the need for an authority to 

support uniform administration across all tribunals. 

10. The NTC could therefore pave the way for the separation of the administrative and judicial 

functions carried out by various tribunals. 

Conclusion 

As the Finance Ministry has been vested with the responsibility for tribunals until the NTC is 

constituted, it should come up with a transition plan. The way to reform the tribunal system is to 

look at solutions from a systemic perspective supported by evidence. Establishing the NTC will 

definitely entail a radical restructuring of the present tribunals system. 

Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation. 

In the unparalleled pandemic, vaccine development and vaccine administration are 

time strained challenges. In this context suggest non-vaccine interventions to avert 

monitor and treat Covid-19. (250 words) 
Reference: Times of India 

Introduction 

In late 2019, a novel coronavirus, now designated SARS-CoV-2, was identified as the cause of an 

outbreak of acute respiratory illness in Wuhan, a city in the Hubei province of China. Now India is in 

the second wave of pandemic, which is more like a tsunami than a wave. With low vaccine supplies, 

non-vaccine intervention is equally needed to contain the pandemic going out of hand. 
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Body 

Vaccine Development 

 

Challenges in vaccine development and administration 

1. Vaccine development is uniquely challenging when compared with development of other 

product modalities such as small molecules. 

2. A vaccine construct is not a laboratory-synthesized chemical moiety but a modified live virus 

or bacterium–or a component thereof–that is intended to induce a protective immune response in a 

healthy individual. 

3. Therefore, the manufacturing process for vaccines inherently involves growth and 

modification of live organisms or their components, or recombinant protein expression in a live cell 

line. 

4. As candidate vaccines progress to clinical trials, another universal challenge is that the target 

populations are healthy individuals. 

5. Therefore, the benefit-risk assessment differs from that of a therapeutic agent that is being 

administered to an ill patient; the bar for demonstrating safety is high and the safety profile must be 

acceptable to regulators, ethics committees, policymakers, parents, and individuals receiving the 

vaccines. 

6. Large clinical trials with several thousand subjects are needed pre-licensure to establish the 

safety profile and inform the benefit-risk assessment for using the vaccine broadly. 

7. Further, safety must continue to be monitored post-licensure for detection of uncommon 

adverse events that may not have been detected in pre-licensure studies. 

8. Vaccine administration issues: 

1. Supply side challenges 

2. Wastage 

3. Vaccine hesitancy 
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4. Intellectual property rights and profit-oriented pharma companies 

5. WTO TRIPS regulation barring generics 

9. In certain places, the COVID-19-vaccine effort has hit a few speed bumps; stockpiles have 

accumulated, and deployment to vulnerable countries and at-risk groups has been slower than 

expected. 

10. To arrive at the post pandemic era, in which populations experience herd immunity, vast 

numbers of dedicated individuals will need to continue working intensely in the months and years 

ahead. 

  

Non-vaccine intervention to treat and prevent covid-19 

1. Early screening, diagnosis, isolation, and treatment are necessary to prevent further spread. 

2. Preventive strategies are focused on the isolation of patients and careful infection control, 

including appropriate measures to be adopted during the diagnosis and the provision of clinical care 

to an infected patient. 

3. The most important strategy for the population to undertake is to frequently wash their 

hands and use portable hand sanitizer and avoid contact with their face and mouth after interacting 

with a possibly contaminated environment. 

4. To reduce the risk of transmission in the community, individuals should be advised to wash 

hands diligently, practice respiratory hygiene (i.e., cover their cough), and avoid crowds and close 

contact with ill individuals, if possible. 

5. Social distancing is advised, particularly in locations that have community transmission. 

Many countries have installed quarantine and social/physical distancing as measures to prevent the 

further spread of the virus. 

6. These measures can include: 

1. The full or partial closure of educational institutions and workplaces, 

2. Limiting the number of visitors and limiting the contact between the residents of confined 

settings, such as long-term care facilities and prisons. 

3. Cancellation, prohibition and restriction of mass gatherings and smaller meetings 

4. Mandatory quarantine of buildings or residential areas, 

7. To reduce COVID-19 transmission from potentially asymptomatic or pre-symptomatic 

people, the ECDC recommends the use of face masks. 

8. The use of face masks in the community may primarily serve as a means of source control. 

9. This measure can be particularly relevant in epidemic situations when the number of 

asymptomatic but infectious persons in the community can be assumed to be high. 

10. Quarantine is one of the oldest and most effective tools of controlling communicable 

disease outbreaks. 
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Conclusion 

Identification of most affected geographical regions and extending lockdowns there, intensifying 

surveillance-testing, more strict monitoring of cases and isolation of infected people is required. 

There will be an overall reduction of infection in the country if the spread of the infection from these 

high-intensity regions can be arrested. 

How far do you agree with the view that a law for criminal contempt is asynchronous 

with the freedom of speech guaranteed under Indian constitution. Evaluate. (250 

words) 
Reference:  The Hindu 
Why the question: 
The Supreme Court has issued a timely warning to the States against any attempt to clamp down on 
the dissemination of information about the serious health crisis besetting the country, or calls for 
help through social media from citizens affected by COVID-19. 
Key Demand of the question: 
One is expected to analyse in what way law for criminal contempt is asynchronous with the freedom 
of speech guaranteed under Indian constitution. 
Directive: 
Evaluate – When you are asked to evaluate, you have to pass a sound judgement about the truth of 
the given statement in the question or the topic based on evidences.  You have to appraise the worth 
of the statement in question. There is scope for forming a personal opinion here. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with present conditions in the country in relevance to the question. 
Body: 
The answer body must have the following aspects covered: 
Discuss the present nuances with respect to criminal contempt law and explain in what way freedom 
of speech guaranteed under our constitution is being compromised by it. 
One must give examples amidst covid-19 cases and justify the answer. 
Conclusion: 
Suggest solutions to address the issue at hand. 
Introduction 

The Supreme Court has issued a timely warning to the States against any attempt to clamp down on 

the dissemination of information about the serious health crisis besetting the country, or calls for 

help through social media from citizens affected by COVID-19. 

In this background, it is necessary to revisit criminal contempt, and role of judiciary and executive 

that implement the law. 

Body 

Criminal contempt: A special law is asynchronous with freedom of speech 

1. The objective for contempt is stated to be to safeguard the interests of the public, if the 

authority of the Court is denigrated and public confidence in the administration of justice is 

weakened or eroded. 

2. But the definition of criminal contempt in India is extremely wide, and can be easily invoked. 
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3. Suo motu powers of the Court to initiate such proceedings only serve to complicate matters. 

And truth and good faith were not recognised as valid defences until 2006, when the Contempt of 

Courts Act was amended. 

4. Justice V.R. Krishna Iyer famously termed the law of contempt as having a vague and 

wandering jurisdiction, with uncertain boundaries; contempt law, regardless of public good, may 

unwittingly trample upon civil liberties. It is for us to determine what is the extent of such trampling 

we are willing to bear. 

5. On the face of it, a law for criminal contempt is completely asynchronous with our 

democratic system which recognises freedom of speech and expression as a fundamental right. 

6. This holds true even for the executive to use laws such as UAPA and the NSA to clamp down 

on dissent. 

7. Recently in Uttar Pradesh, government publicly announced that those creating fear or 

spoiling the atmosphere by posting false grievances will be punished under National Security Act 

goes against the ethos of the Constitution. 

8. Given the propensity of such leaders to treat the voicing of grievances by citizens as a 

personal affront to their administrative capabilities, the Court’s warning that any attempt to stifle 

the people’s voices would attract action for contempt of court is quite timely and necessary. 

Way forward 

1. As Justice D.Y. Chandrachud, remarked, any clampdown on information is contrary to basic 

precepts. 

2. He underscored the significance and necessity for the free flow of information during a 

grave crisis by recalling the role it played in containing a famine in 1970. 

3. The Court was apparently drawing inspiration from the theory, articulated by economist 

Amartya Sen, that the fundamental attributes of democracy — such as a free press and the need to 

face the people at elections and respond to political criticism — help prevent famines. 

Conclusion 

Besides needing to revisit the need for a law on criminal contempt, even the test for contempt 

needs to be evaluated. If such a test ought to exist at all, it should be whether the contemptuous 

remarks in question actually obstruct the Court from functioning. It should not be allowed to be 

used as a means to prevent any and all criticism of an institution. 

Indian diaspora has a decisive role to play in the politics and economy of 

America and European Countries. Elucidate with examples.(250 words) 

Reference:  Indian Express 

Why the question: 

The article explains how diaspora pushed US to help India’s Covid efforts. 

Key Demand of the question: 
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Explain with examples how Indian diaspora has a decisive role to play in the 

politics and economy of America and European Countries. 

Directive: 

Elucidate – Give a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is 

the particular context. You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, 

and substantiate with relevant associated facts. 

Structure of the answer: 

Introduction: 

Start with current scenario, effect of pandemic on global relations. 

Body: 

Explain in what way Indian diaspora has a decisive role to play in the politics 

and economy of America and European Countries. 

India-US relations are in a good place now. They are set to deepen further. 

When it comes to health-related cooperation, the US needs to internalize that 

helping India is really helping the world. Vaccines produced in India are meant 

not only for Indians but for the people of Africa, Asia and Latin America. That 

is why all influential figures in Washington should support the initiative by India 

and South Africa to seek a temporary IPR waiver under the TRIPS agreement. 

Conclusion: 

Conclude with importance. 
Introduction 

The Indian diaspora, one of the most “vibrant and dynamic”, is the largest in the 

world, with 18 million people from the country living outside their homeland in 2020. 

Body 

Indian diaspora in America and Europe 

1. India was the world’s top remittance recipient with $79 billion in 2018.  
2. The top positions held by people of Indian origin in IBM, Microsoft, Google, 

Deloitte, Adobe, Palo Alto Networks etc. have a profound impact on global 
economic output and have decisive implications for how their contribution to this 
output influences the political dynamics not only in America and European 
countries but also across the world. 

3. When Donald Trump attended the ‘Namaste Trump’ event in Gujarat, he had 4.4 
million Indian Americans in mind impacting the political and economic arena, 
considering that there were candidates like Tulsi Gabbard and Kamala Harris.  

Role of diaspora in politics and economy of America and Europe 
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1. Rich Minority Group: Indian diaspora is one of the richest minorities in many 
developed countries, this helped them to lobby for favourable terms regarding India’s 
interests. 

1. For example, at 2.8 million, Indians may number just 1% of the U.S. population, 
but they are the most educated and richest minor ity, according to a 2013 Pew 
survey. 

2. Considerable Vote Bank: Indian diaspora is not just a part of India’s soft 
power, but a fully transferable political vote bank as well.  

0. Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s reception at Madison Square Garden is a 
way of thanking the Indian-American community members who played a 
big part in his electronic campaign and election funding. 

3. Indian Diaspora in Political Position: Many people of Indian origin hold 
top political positions in many countries, in the US itself they are now a 
significant part of Republicans and Democrats, as well as the government.  

0. Most recently, the newly elected Vice president of the US, Kamala Harris, 
is of Indian origin. 

4. Influencing Foreign Policy Decision: Indo-US Civil Nuclear Deal is a 
case in point, as ethnic Indians in the United States successfully lobbied 
for clinching of the Nuclear-deal. 

5. Indian Identity: Within America and Europe, the Indian Diaspora is an effective 
public diplomacy tool and is acknowledged for its work ethos, discipline, non-
interference, and peaceful living with the locals. 

0. These values ultimately contribute to identity creation, image projection, 
and image cultivation of the Indians in the developed world. 

6. New Wave of Indian Migration: The Indian Diaspora has been channelled 
into U.S. and European countries mainly through student admission 
programs, beneficiaries of H-1B visa program, family-based preference, 
and temporary worker visa programs. 

0. Currently, a high percentage of Indian immigrants are young, highly 
educated, and well established in science, technology, engineering, and 
math (STEM) sectors. 

Conclusion 

Today, the Indian diaspora is more prosperous than before and its involvement in 

India’s development is increasing. In this context, India should craft fully conduct 

diaspora diplomacy so as to turn diaspora potential into diaspora dividend. 

  

Topic: Government policies and interventions for development in various 

sectors and issues arising out of their design and implementation. 
4. Explain how Indian political and defence leadership can maximize the 

institutional capacity of the military in the war against Covid-19, without 

diluting its primary operational orientation, in the backdrop of a resource 

crunch.(250 words) 

Reference:  Hindustan Times 

Why the question: 

The question is amidst the dismal picture of pandemic and its effects that India 

is facing. 

Key Demand of the question: 
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Explain how Indian political and defence leadership can maximize the 

institutional capacity of the military in the war against Covid-19, without 

diluting its primary operational orientation, in the backdrop of a resource 

crunch. 

Directive: 

Explain – Clarify the topic by giving a detailed account as to how and why it 

occurred, or what is the particular context. You must be defining key terms 

where ever appropriate, and substantiate with relevant associated facts. 

Structure of the answer: 

Introduction: 

Start with briefly explaining how the Indian military has been providing “aid to 

civil power”, since the beginning of Pandemic. 

Body: 

The Covid-19 tsunami is expected to continue in India till at least the end of 

May, and remain an issue of concern for the rest of the year. In this context, 

suggest how Indian political and defence leadership can maximize the 

institutional capacity of the military in the war against Covid-19, without 

diluting its primary operational orientation, in the backdrop of a resource 

crunch. 

Suggest different initiatives through which Indian policymakers can maximize 

the institutional capacity of the military in the war against Covid-19. 

 Conclusion: 

Conclude with importance. 
Introduction 

The Covid-19 tsunami is expected to continue in India till at least the end of May, 

and remain an issue of concern for the rest of the year. Hence maximising the 

institutional capacity of the military in the war against Covid-19, without diluting its 

primary operational orientation, in the backdrop of a resource crunch, is the task 

ahead for the Indian political and defence leadership. 

Body 

Defence leadership maximizing institutional capacity against covid-19 

1. Since the pandemic was acknowledged as a major national challenge in March 
2020, the Indian military has been providing “aid to civil power” in a variety of ways.  

2. When the virus was spreading slowly last year, the fauj helped set up quarantine 
facilities and assisted in the evacuation of Indian citizens stranded abroad. 

3. Special military medical teams were also sent to some neighbouring nations to 
help establish Covid-testing facilities. 
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4. In recent weeks, when the virulence of the second wave called for emergency 
measures, transport aircraft of the Indian Air Force ferried much-needed oxygen 
and other medical supplies from donor nations. 

5. The Indian Navy carried medical supplies from the neighbourhood. The Indian 
Army, which has the largest footprint across the nation, created dedicated Covid-
19 facilities for civilians, and military medical personnel are at the forefront in 
hospitals set up by the Defence Research and Development Organisation 
(DRDO). 

6. Prime Minister Narendra Modi has also met with the military top brass and 
emergency measures have been put in place to enable the military to provide 

assistance to the Covid-19-afflicted. 

Ensuring primary operational orientation is not diluted 

1. However, while recognising the contribution of the military to India’s Covid -19 
effort and whether they can help, but only when such help is sought by the civilian 
government. 

2. Every nation evolves its civil-military template — and it is important that this 
balance is not upset. 

3. The military must and will help, but it cannot be suddenly expected to fill in all the 
deficits caused by entirely avoidable policy mistakes of the civilian domain. 

4. The primary role of the military is to safeguard national integrity, counter territorial 
challenges and prepare for war to deter any adventurism. 

5. The past year has been particularly taxing for the Indian military — China’s 
incursions across the Line of Actual Control, and the subsequent Galwan setback, 
occurred due to the pandemic-induced disruption of the Army’s annual deployment 
in Ladakh. 

6. Only last week, to address the dire shortage of oxygen in Agra district, the local 
army and air force helped the district administration set up a new oxygen plant 
that was completed in a record seven days. 

7. Further, the army’s technical corps, the electronics and mechanical engineers 
(EME) in Agra, repaired a local oxygen manufacturing unit that was non-
operational for a few years. It has now been entrusted with a similar task to repair 
a plant in Saifai. 

8. Policymakers must think about whether this kind of civilian-military partnership to 
boost oxygen production can be replicated on a wider scale and under what 
conditions. 

9. Just as the Indian military had trained thousands of young citizens in the mid-
1960’s in a warlike environment, it can significantly augment medical human 
resources capacity. 

Conclusion 

But all such initiatives will need careful planning, based on envisioning an effective 

role for the military in pandemic management. Exploiting the military for short-term 

political advantage and optics (for instance, the location of the first set of DRDO 

hospitals in Varanasi, Lucknow and Ahmedabad have generated questions) must be 

avoided. When the death toll is moving towards half a million, the situation, alas, is 

grim and warlike, requiring all of India’s institutions to weigh in. 
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Government ads have often been regarded as misuse of taxpayer’s money for 

attracting the appearance of political parties. Deliberate in the light of relevant SC 

rulings. Also reckon the recommendations made by the Twentieth Law Commission to 

address the issue of paid news and political advertisements. (250 words) 
Reference: Times of India 

Introduction 

India is a nation that is perpetually in the state of election and campaigning. This leads to high level 

broadcast of advertisements to capture vote bank. In this regard, the SC ruling in 2015 is a landmark 

judgement that has huge repercussion on paid news and political advertisements as well. 

Body 

Supreme Court ruling on government advertisements 

1. In a landmark judgment, the Supreme Court has barred using pictures in government 

advertisements. 

2. Except for the pictures of President, Prime Minister and Chief Justice of India, no pictures of 

anyone else can be used in government ads as the court felt that it is encouraging personality cults 

at the government expense. 

3. Holding that the government advertisements in connection with an event along with the 

photograph of a state or party functionary has a tendency of associating that individual with the 

achievements sought to highlighted, the court has said that such media blitz has a potential of 

developing the personality cult around such state functionary. 

4. Exception is given only in the case of the president, prime minister and Chief Justice of the 

country who may themselves decide the question. 

5. The court has further said that the advertisements issued to commemorate the 

anniversaries of acknowledged personalities like the Father of the Nation would carry the 

photograph of the departed leader. 

6. The judgment was based on petitions filed by NGOs. Two NGOs had approached the court 

seeking directions to restrain the central and state governments from using public funds on 

government advertisements that were primarily intended to project individual functionaries of the 

government or the party in power. 

7. The regulations are based on the recommendations of a committee headed by eminent 

academician Professor N Madhava Menon, which was formed by the court last year. The Court 

accepted all but three of its suggestions. 

8. It refused to appoint an ombudsman to deal with complaints of violations, instead asking 

the Centre to form a three-member panel to ensure compliance and giving it the liberty to 

nominate the members. 

9. It also refused to order special audits and did not restrict the government from issuing ads 

on the eve of elections. 
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The court said there was no need for a curb on government ads on election eve. However, it said 

such ads should be given with fairness and even dispensation to the media. In this regard, question 

of paid news must be evaluated. 

Recommendation by Twentieth Law Commission on Paid news 

1. The definitions of “paying for news”, “receiving payment for news” and “political 

advertisement” should be inserted in the Representation of the People Act, 1951. 

2. Making paid news an electoral offence will lead to disqualification. 

3. Disclosure provisions for all forms of media: The purpose of disclosure is twofold; first, to 

help the public identify the nature of the content (paid content or editorial content); and second, to 

keep the track of transactions between the candidates and the media. A new section should be 

inserted in the RPA to deal with the non-disclosure of interests in political advertising. 

Conclusion 

Publication of government ads carrying photographs have the potential of promoting a personality 

cult and the image of one or a few individuals which is a direct antithesis of democratic functioning. 

Thus, the judgement ensures that tax payer money is used judiciously. 

“Excess protocols can upset the functioning of Non-Government Organizations across 

the country”. Critically examine the statement in the context of Foreign Contribution 

Regulation (Amendment) Act 2020. (250 words) 
Reference:  The Hindu 
Why the question: 
The article throws light on changes in the Foreign Contribution Regulation (Amendment)Act 2020 
and the impact thereafter on NGOs. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss in what way the FCRA 2020 can upset the functioning of Non-Government Organizations 
across the country. 
Directive: 
Critically examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we have to look into the topic (content words) in 
detail, inspect it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. 
While doing so we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
When ‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the 
topic and give a fair judgment. 
 Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with brief background of the question. 
Body: 
The amendments to the Foreign Contribution Regulation Act (FCRA) enacted last year that among 
others made it compulsory for NGOs to open a bank account in Delhi has crippled the work of many 
organisations that are unable to receive foreign funds. 
Registered NGOs can receive foreign contribution for five purposes — social, educational, religious, 
economic and cultural. An FCRA registration is mandatory for NGOs to receive foreign funds. 
Discuss issues in detail and suggest what needs to be done. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with solutions to address the issues. 
Introduction 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/fcra-amendments-crippling-our-work-say-ngos/article34521449.ece


INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 

 
 

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia  Page 37 

Last year, Amnesty international announced stopping of its India operations on account of various 

hurdles and compliance rules by the government. An NGO has now moved the Delhi High Court 

seeking exemption from the Union Home Ministry’s March 31 deadline to open an FCRA account 

with the SBI branch at Parliament Street here. 

Body 

Government Guidelines for NGO’s and issues 

1. The amendments to the Foreign Contribution Regulation Act (FCRA) enacted last year that 

among others made it compulsory for NGOs to open a bank account in Delhi has crippled the work 

of many organisations who are unable to receive foreign funds. 

2. The amendments have made the FCRA, 2010 more stringent, with prohibition of transfer of 

funds from one NGO to another, decrease of administrative expenses through foreign funds from 

50 per cent to 20 per cent, making Aadhaar mandatory for registration, and giving the government 

powers to stop utilisation of foreign funds through a “summary enquiry”. 

3. Registered NGOs can receive foreign contribution for five purposes — social, educational, 

religious, economic and cultural. An FCRA registration is mandatory for NGOs to receive foreign 

funds. There are 22,591 FCRA registered NGOs. 

4. The petitioner argued that it applied to open the account before the March 31 deadline but 

the administrative delays on the part of the bank and the Ministry severely restricted its activities 

including providing COVID-19 related relief and paying of urgent salaries of staff and also affected its 

charitable and educational activities. 

5. Any organisation seeking registration under the Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Act (FCRA) 

must have operated for at least three years and spent “a minimum amount of Rs 15 lakh on its 

core activities for the benefit of society during the last three financial years”. 

6. Any organisation seeking prior permission for receiving a “specific amount from a specific 

donor for carrying out specific activities or projects” shall “submit a specific commitment letter 

from the donor indicating the amount of foreign contribution and the purpose for which it is 

proposed to be given”. 

7. The Centre has said that if the value of foreign contribution is over Rs 1 crore, it may be 

given in instalments “provided that the second and subsequent instalment shall be released after 

submission of proof of utilisation of 75 per cent of the foreign contribution received in the previous 

instalment and after field inquiry of the utilisation of foreign contribution.” 

8. In the newly notified rules, the Centre has made an insertion in Rule 9 – which deals with 

obtaining registration or prior permission to receive foreign funds – which makes the process more 

cumbersome for NGOs. 

Conclusion 

The legislation will have far-reaching consequences on the fields of education, health, people’s 

livelihoods, gender justice and indeed democracy in India. There is no denying the fact that there are 

black sheep in the sector. But sincere adherence to the existing framework could easily weed them 

out. The new laws will overload the NGOs with new bureaucratic tasks and open the floodgates for 

arbitrary action by the authorities. 
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Explain the challenges in accelerating digital financial inclusion in India and provide 

recommendations for making digital services accessible to citizens. (250 words) 
Reference:  pib.gov.in 
Why the question: 
NITI Aayog and Mastercard released a report titled ‘Connected Commerce: Creating a Roadmap for a 
Digitally Inclusive Bharat’. Thus the question. 
Key Demand of the question: 
One is expected to identify the challenges in accelerating digital financial inclusion in India and 
provide recommendations for making digital services accessible to its 1.3 billion citizens. 
Directive: 
Explain – Clarify the topic by giving a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the 
particular context. You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with 
relevant associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with what you understand by Digital financial inclusion. 
Body: 
Explain first the journey of financial inclusion in India and its importance. 
Then move onto explain the digital financial inclusion aspect and discuss the challenges; the biggest 
challenge facing financial inclusion is the lack of robust technology infrastructure. Further, lack of 
awareness and trust in digital payments enhances the problem. While many people from rural areas 
now have access to mobile devices, they still struggle for affordable and reliable internet connectivity 
options. 
Present the recommendations for making digital services accessible to citizens. Substantial 
investments in physical and social infrastructure as well as in need-based products, financial literacy 
along with innovative delivery mechanism is necessary to ensure inclusive growth of the economy. 
Further, financial institutions need to focus more on tailor-made services and deliver an effective 
mechanism. Measures need to be initiated to make credit disbursement more flexible and attract the 
masses that are used to informal sources of credit. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that financial inclusion is a long-term goal and a progressive initiative, which will evolve. 
Also, there is no one-size-fits-all solution to ensure inclusive growth. 
Introduction 

The Covid-19 pandemic has alerted us all to the fragility of cash and the resilience of digital 

technologies, including digital payments. Even with restrictions, commerce needed to continue to 

fulfil basic livelihood needs—and it was digital technologies that made it possible. Now more than 

ever, the power of brick-and-mortar distribution channels must parallel in the digital world. 

Body 

Background 

1. India is seeing increasing digitization of financial services, with consumers shifting from cash 

to cards, wallets, apps, and UPI. 

2. UPI transactions reached Rs 3.3 trillion in September 2020, growing at nearly 100% y/y. 

Challenges of digital financial inclusion in India 

1. Digital financial services (DFS) lies at the heart of financial inclusion in India. 
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2. Despite the government’s efforts to create interconnected digital infrastructure, the 

adoption of DFS in rural areas is marred by digital illiteracy, which has a direct bearing on the 

acceptance of digital products. 

3. The lack of trust in technology, inability to use smartphones and poor network connectivity 

restrict digital transactions and discourage people with low digital proficiency from using e-banking 

services. 

4. As a result, cash is still the preferred mode of payment in rural India. Financial inclusion does 

not depend only on the digital capabilities of rural customers, but also on the ease with which they 

can carry out transactions online or on their phones. 

5. The absence of financial products and services suited to the rural masses remains a 

challenge in digital financial inclusion. 

6. Products have to be designed in a way that they are both easy to understand and operate. 

7. Language is another factor. Banks and fintechs must necessarily integrate local languages 

into their products so that users have little trouble accessing them. 

Means of accelerating digital financial inclusion in India 

1. Acceleration of digital financial inclusion for underserved sections of Indian society. 

2. Enabling SMEs to ‘get paid, get capital and get digital’ and access customers, and ensure 

their continued resilience. 

3. Policy and technological interventions to foster trust and increase cyber resilience. 

4. Unlocking the promise of digitization in India’s agriculture sector. 

5. Strengthening the payment infrastructure to promote a level playing field for NBFCs and 

banks. 

6. Digitizing registration and compliance processes and diversifying credit sources to enable 

growth opportunities for MSMEs. 

7. Building information sharing systems, including a ‘fraud repository’, and ensuring that online 

digital commerce platforms carry warnings to alert consumers to the risk of frauds. 

8. Enabling agricultural NBFCs to access low-cost capital and deploy a ‘phygital’ (physical + 

digital) model for achieving better long-term digital outcomes. Digitizing land records will also 

provide a major boost to the sector. 

9. The mass adoption of digital payment platforms and mobile apps can be driven by hyper-

localisation and addressing the pain points of switching from cash-based transaction mode to 

digitised services. 

10. Multilingual options will also help develop a more inclusive model. Public and private 

entities can support local innovators who are more clued into regional demands and collaborate 

with them on products that suit local needs. 

11. For example, the lack of documents has been the biggest deterrent in weaning rural 

customers away from traditional banking services. How 
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12. ever, AePS (Aadhaar-enabled Payment System) helped address this issue. 

13. To make city transit seamlessly accessible to all with minimal crowding and queues, 

leveraging existing smartphones and contactless cards, and aim for an inclusive, interoperable, and 

fully open system such as that of the London ‘Tube’. 

Conclusion 

In the past years, India has changed its operating landscape in making digital more accessible and 

friction free. It is one of the most advanced digital payments environment in the world. Now is the 

time to take our learnings and digital transformation-at-scale with speed and agility. 

Discuss the need to relook at the Imprisonment practices in India while explaining the 

significance of Open prison system in India.(250 words) 
Reference:  The Hindu 
Why the question: 
The article explains that Imprisonment practices in the country need a relook so that the police do 
not affect unnecessary arrests. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss the need to relook at the Imprisonment practices in India while explaining the significance of 
Open prison system in India. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Overcrowding of prisons has been a perennial problem in this country. 
Body: 
The answer body must have the following aspects covered: 
Discuss first the Imprisonment practices in India. 
Explain why we need prison reforms; the detrimental impact of imprisonment, not only on individuals 
but on families and communities, and economic factors also need to be taken into account when 
considering the need for prison reforms. 
In the recent years a new form of prison system came into existence known as open or semi open 
prison system in India. These types of jails are for offenders who are considered low risk to people. 
Usually they have committed petty offences or were present at a crime scene. 
Suggest what reforms need to be taken. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with solutions to address the issue. 
Introduction 

If overcrowding of prisons has been a perennial problem in this country, high occupancy levels can 

only mean bad news amidst a pandemic. The Supreme Court has been intervening from time to time 

to address this problem, but its latest order directing the interim release of eligible prisoners 

acquires salience in view of the uncontrolled second surge in the raging pandemic. 

Body 

Background : Imprisonment practices and pandemic 
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1. A total of 1,341 prisons were functional in India as on 30th November, 2018. The total 

population of prisoners in India was 4.68 lakh against total sanctioned strength of 3.83 lakh. 

2. From 2016 to 2018, the total prison population in India has increased by 8.2% against an 

increase of 0.7% in the prison sanctioned capacity. 

3. Seven states, namely Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Chattisgarh, Uttarakhand, Sikkim, 

Meghalaya and Delhi have an occupancy rate of 150%. 

4. Last year, the Court had passed such an order quite early — the one of March 23, 2020 came 

even before the nation-wide lockdown. 

5. The Court had then ordered all States to take preventive steps as well as constitute high-

powered committees to determine the class of prisoners who could be released on bail or parole for 

a specified period. 

6. In directing this week that besides identifying more prisoners for release, the same set of 

prisoners be given parole this year too, the Court continues its trend of seeking to protect prisoners 

as well as those guarding them from getting infected. 

Open prisons system in India 

An open prison also called as minimum-security prison, open camp, or prison without bars is open in 

four respects: 

1. Open to prisoners: inmates can go out during the day but have to come back in the evening. 

2. Open in security: there is absence of precautions against escape, such as walls, bars, locks 

and armed guards. 

3. Open in organization: working is based on inmates’ sense of self-responsibility, self-

discipline, and self-confidence. 

4. Open to public: people can visit the prison and meet prisoners. 

5. In India, the first open prison was started in 1905 in Bombay Presidency and in Uttar Pradesh 

after independence. 

6. Seventeen states are reported to have about 69 functional open jails housing around 6000 

inmates with Rajasthan having 29 such prisons, the highest that any state has. 

7. Recently India’s first all-women’s open jail was opened in Pune, Maharashtra. 

Significance of Open prisons systems 

1. Reduce overcrowding: as the occupancy rate in jails was observed to be around 117.4% till 

December 2014. In wake of pandemic, this will make way for social distancing among those who 

have finished their term or are under trial for lesser crimes. 

2. Rehabilitative approach: Open prisons reward good behaviour and gives them training in 

self-reliance thus providing a shift from retributive to rehabilitative approach. 

3. Economic benefit: They can also provide dependable permanent labour for public works 

such as dam construction, road building etc. simultaneously providing income to the inmates. 
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4. Psychological benefits: Openness and freedom in these prisons prevent frustrations, create 

hope among long-term prison mates, and provides a positive self-esteem, lesser insecurity and guilt, 

a better adjustment to personal problems and more co-operative attitude toward inmates and 

authorities. 

5. Skill training: They can provide training in agriculture, industry or any other vocational 

training so that they can find suitable employment after they are released after their term. 

6. Suitability for release: They are helpful in examining the suitability of releasing offenders 

from prisons before the end of their prison term. 

7. Lesser Construction and operational costs than traditional jail system as they are relatively 

easier to construct and maintain. 

Sedition law has been a matter of debate for long in the country especially with the 

concerns of its misuse, In this context do you think the law needs to be scrapped? 

Analyse. (250 words) 
Reference:  The Hindu 
Why the question: 
The article throws light on the concerns associated with Sedition laws in the country. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss in detail the concerns with sedition laws in the country and examine if they need to be 
scrapped with suitable justifications. 
Directive: 
Analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with brief background of the question. 
Body: 
One can start by quoting the example of – The arrest of K. Raghu Ramakrishna Raju, an MP from 
Andhra Pradesh, on the grave charge of sedition, is yet another instance of the misuse of the 
provision relating to exciting “disaffection” against the government. 
Present historical background of Sedition Law in the country. Discuss the loopholes in the law that 
poses threat to the system. 
Discuss major Supreme Court Decisions on Sedition Law. 
Present your views as to whether it should be scrapped. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
Introduction 

As per Section 124A of IPC, Sedition is an act that brings or attempts to bring into hatred or 

contempt, or excites or attempts to excite disaffection towards the Government established by law 

in India by words, either spoken or written, or by signs, or by visible representation, or otherwise. 

Body 

Background 

1. The section 124A of Indian Penal Code is a pre- independence provision, which covers 

sedition charges against government. 
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2. Various verdicts by Indian Judiciary have led to re-interpretation and re-examination of 

‘sedition’ in light of Article 19 of the Constitution. 

3. There has been an effort to strike a balance between right to free speech and expression 

and power of State to impose reasonable restrictions (Article 19(2)). 

4. In 1962, the Supreme Court in Kedar Nath Singh vs. State of Bihar upheld Section 124A and 

held that it struck a “correct balance” between fundamental rights and the need for public order. 

5. The court had significantly reduced the scope of Sedition law to only those cases where 

there is incitement to imminent violence towards overthrow of the state. 

6. Further, the Court held that it is not mere against government of the day but the institutions 

as symbol of state. 

Should sedition be scrapped? 

1. Against democratic norms: It stifles the democratic and fundamental right of people to 

criticize the government. 

2. Inadequate capacity of State Machinery: The police might not have the “requisite” training 

to understand the consequences of imposing such a “stringent” provision. 

3. Possibility of Misuse: It has been used arbitrarily to curb dissent. In many cases the main 

targets have been writers, journalists, activists who question government policy and projects, and 

political dissenters. 

4. The draconian nature of this law as the crime is non-bailable, non-cognisable and 

punishment can extend for life—it has a strong deterrent effect on dissent even if it is not used. 

5. Used to gag press: The press should be protected so that it could bare the secrets of 

government and inform the people. Only a free and unrestrained press can effectively expose 

deception in government. 

Arguments in favour of Section 124A 

1. Not really a draconian law: Now after the Supreme Court directions, its jurisdiction has 

been narrowed down. It can be applied only on grounds laid down by the court. 

2. Application is a part of reasonable restrictions: It is provided under the Article 19 (2) . 

3. Does not really curb free speech: One can use any kind of strong language in criticism of the 

government without inviting sedition. However, such dissent should not be turned into some kind of 

persuasion to break the country. 

4. Threats to unity and integrity of nation due to presence of anti- national elements and 

divisive Forces such as naxals, separatists who are receiving support from inside and outside the 

country. 

5. Mere misuse cannot be a ground of repeal, rather provisions should be made where such 

misuse is eliminated. 

Conclusion 

The guidelines of the SC must be incorporated in Section 124A as well by amendment to IPC so that 

any ambiguity must be removed. Only those actions/words that directly result in the use of violence 
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or incitement to violence should be termed seditious. The state police must be sufficiently guided as 

to where the section must be imposed and where it must not. Need to include provisions where the 

government can be penalized, if it misuses the section. This will ensure that section 124 A of IPC 

strikes a balance between security and smooth functioning of state with the fundamental right of 

freedom of speech and expression. 

Explain the possible implications for the States of the interpretation of the 102nd 

Amendment by the Supreme Court in the Maratha reservation case. (250 words) 
Reference:  The Hindu 
Why the question: 
The article highlights the issues with the Supreme Court judgment in the Maratha reservation case. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Explain the possible implications for the States of the interpretation of the 102nd Amendment by the 
Supreme Court in the Maratha reservation case. 
Directive: 
Explain – Clarify the topic by giving a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the 
particular context. You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with 
relevant associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Discuss first the brief background of the question. 
Body: 
Recently, the Supreme Court of India declared as unconstitutional a Maharashtra law which provided 
for reservation to the Maratha community. 
Present the primary findings emanated from the judgment. 
Then account for the Issues with the judgment. 
Justify how the findings run against the values of equality and federalism, which the Court has long 
regarded as integral to India’s democracy. 
Conclusion: 
Suggest solutions and conclude.   
Introduction 

On May 5, the Supreme Court of India declared as unconstitutional a Maharashtra law which 

provided for reservation to the Maratha community in education and public employment in the 

State. Four judges of the five-judge Bench wrote separate opinions, from which three primary 

findings emanated. 

Body 

Judgement and its contours 

1. By a 3:2 majority, it ruled that after the passage of the 102nd Constitution Amendment Act 

in 2018, the States do not have any power to identify ‘socially and educationally backward’ (SEBC) 

classes. 

2. One of the grounds was that the Act creating the Maratha quota through a new category 

called ‘SEBC’ was unconstitutional because after the introduction of the 102nd Amendment, the 

State legislature had no power to identify any new backward class. 

Possible implications for the States due to SC judgement 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/interpretations-which-impede-a-just-social-order/article34600254.ece


INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 

 
 

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia  Page 45 

1. Until now, the central government and each of the State governments produced separate 

lists declaring communities as socially and educationally backward. 

2. This division in power, which gave States, autonomy to classify groups as backward, stood in 

contrast to the lists of Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes. In the 

3. case of those lists, right from the Constitution’s inception, the power to prepare them 

vested solely with the Union government. But the Supreme Court has now held that this distinction 

no longer holds good. 

4. If the majority’s interpretation of the 102nd Amendment is correct, then the changes 

altogether dispossess States from exercising a time-honoured authority. 

5. Divesting the states of a power this critical, to classify groups as backward, entitling many 

communities to protection under Articles 15(4) and 16(4), can be seen as anything but offensive to 

the “essence” of federalism. 

6. The changes, as interpreted by the Court, are by no means superficial; they directly impede 

the ability of States to secure a just social order. 

Conclusion 

The Union government has already filed a petition to review the judgment insofar as it limits the 

power of State governments. Should the Court refuse the plea, it is imperative that Parliament 

amends the Constitution and grants to States an express power to determine backwardness. Any 

other result will offend the delicate balance at the heart of Indian federalism. 

Examine the urgent need to strengthen the public distribution system and the 

MGNREGS to deal with the pandemic induced distress in the rural areas. (250 words) 
Reference:  The Hindu 
Why the question: 
The article reflects upon the concerns around rural distress owing to the pandemic situation and the 
ways to overcome it.   
Key Demand of the question: 
Examine the urgent need to strengthen the public distribution system and the MGNREGS to deal with 
the pandemic induced distress in the rural areas. 
Directive: 
Examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we must look into the topic (content words) in detail, inspect it, 
investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so 
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with brief background of the context of the question. 
Body: 
Highlight the details of the issue with some supporting facts (Take hints from the article). 
Explain why there is an urgent need to strengthen the public distribution system (PDS) and the 
Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme (MGNREGS). 
Suggest policies needed for higher growth and reduction in inequality of rural areas. Discuss possible 
solutions in detail. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that Vaccination, expansion in rural healthcare and cash transfers should be part of the 
strategy to boost demand and address inequalities. 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/tackling-rural-economic-distress/article34652477.ece


INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 

 
 

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia  Page 46 

Introduction 

Several States are under lockdown again. This will have severe implications for the livelihoods of 

those in the informal sector. There is adequate evidence that migrant workers and the rural poor 

have been facing great distress over the past one year and the crisis for food and work is only going 

to intensify further. 

Body 

Another migrant crisis and distress situation 

1. ‘Hunger Watch’ report compared the pre-lockdown situation last year to the situation in 

October 2020 to assess the impact of the nationwide lockdown. 

2. The survey involving 4,000 respondents across 11 States exposed the life and livelihood 

uncertainties of people belonging to low-income categories in the informal sector. 

3. In October 2020, 27% of the respondents said that they had no income; 40% respondents 

said that the nutritional quality of food had become “much worse”; and 

4. 46% of the respondents said they had to skip one meal at least once in the day in October 

2020. 

5. The migrants have again become vulnerable due to the lockdown in different cities. While 

many have once again headed to their villages, a large population has got stranded in different parts 

of the country without work. 

6. The Stranded Workers Action Network, a group of individuals helping distressed migrant 

workers since last year, has been reaching out to workers for providing essential help. 

7. According to them, 81% of the people whom they reached out to said that work had mostly 

stopped since April 15, 2021 and 76% of the workers said they are short of food and cash and 

require immediate support. 

Strengthen the public distribution system and the MGNREGS: Need of the hour 

1. In this context, there is an urgent need to strengthen the public distribution system (PDS) 

and the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme (MGNREGS). 

2. The government announced 5 kg free foodgrains for individuals enlisted under the National 

Food Security Act (NFSA), for May and June 2021. 

3. The government should expand PDS coverage immediately and include all eligible 

households under the schemes. 

4. According to an independent study, about 100 million people are excluded from the ration 

distribution system owing to a dated database based on the 2011 Census. 

5. The Centre should also extend the free food grains programme to a year instead of limiting it 

to two months. 

6. The economic crisis is likely to last for a long time. It is being reported that India procured 

record amounts of rice and wheat last year through mandis. 
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7. The total procurement is way more than the current requirement for PDS. It is thus quite 

possible to expand the safety net of the NFSA. 

 Conclusion 

A large population is facing hunger and a cash crunch. The situation is only becoming more dire as 

the pandemic continues to rage on. Therefore, the Union government should prioritise food and 

work for all and start making policy reforms right away. 

Explain the objectives of new Information Technology (Intermediary Guidelines and 

Digital Media Ethics Code) Rules 2021. Also, analyse the concerns with the non-

compliance. (250 words) 
Reference:  The Hindu 
Why the question: 
‘The Information Technology (Guidelines for Intermediaries and Digital Media Ethics Code) Rules, 
2021’ would come into effect soon. Thus the question. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss in detail the objectives of new Information Technology (Intermediary Guidelines and Digital 
Media Ethics Code) Rules 2021. And analyse the concerns associated with non-compliance. 
Directive: 
Explain – Clarify the topic by giving a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the 
particular context. You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with 
relevant associated facts. 
Analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
The government has notified guidelines: The Information Technology (Guidelines for Intermediaries 
and Digital Media Ethics Code) Rules, 2021, that seek to provide a grievance redressal mechanism for 
users of digital platforms of all kinds — social media sites, messaging apps, over-the-top (OTT) 
streaming services, and digital news publishers. 
Body: 
The answer body must have the following aspects covered: 
Discuss first in detail the objectives of the rules. 
Broadly, explain what the new rules require digital platforms to do. 
Explain the context in which these rules have been framed. 
Discuss the concerns around non-compliance. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
Introduction 

For the first time in February 2021, the government, under the ambit of the Information Technology 

(Intermediary Guidelines and Digital Media Ethics Code) Rules 2021, had brought in detailed 

guidelines for digital content on both digital media and Over the Top (OTT) platforms, while giving 

overriding powers to the government to step in. Today, non-compliance of these rules by platforms 

such as facebook, twitter, instagram and whatsapp has raised concerns of their ban in India. 

Body 

Three tier mechanism of regulation 

The new rules lay down a three-tier grievance redressal mechanism. 
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1. One will be at the level of each OTT provider. Each complaint will have to be addressed 

within 15 days. 

2. If the complaint is not satisfactorily addressed, then the complainant can scale it up to a self-

regulatory body collectively established by the OTTs. 

3. This body will be headed by a retired judge of the Supreme Court, a High Court, or an 

independent eminent person from the field of media, broadcasting, entertainment, child rights, 

human rights or other relevant fields. This self-regulatory body also has “censuring” powers in case 

of any incriminating content. 

4. The rules say, “In case of any content where it is satisfied that there is a need for taking 

action to delete or modify the content for preventing incitement to the commission of a cognizable 

offence relating to public order.” 

5. To top this, at the third tier, the government has equipped itself with overriding powers in 

the form of “oversight mechanism”. An inter-ministerial committee will perform this function and it 

will largely have the same powers as the collective self-regulatory body of the OTTs. 

6. Over and above all this, the government has equipped itself with “emergency” powers. The 

rules state, “in case of emergency nature” the Secretary, Ministry of Information and Broadcasting 

may, “if he is satisfied that it is necessary or expedient and justifiable” give orders to block public 

access of any information. 

7. The rules state that he or she has to record the reason for doing so in writing and it will be 

an interim measure. Importantly, such orders can be released “without giving an opportunity of 

hearing” to the publishing platform. 

Need for regulation 

1. The issue of content regulation has always been important in India because of the diverse 

nature of Indian society in terms of religion, economic status, caste and language. Therefore, the 

effect that digital media has on society forms the basis of its regulation by the state. 

2. The speed and reach of digital media especially social media have meant that subversive 

rumours and fake news get aired with impunity. 

1. This has resulted in serious law and order problems. 

3. In India, this phenomenon has assumed dangerous proportions. Fake news and hate 

speech have led to lynchings and communal flare-ups in many parts of the country. This menace 

needs to be curbed. 

0. Eg: Delhi Riots, DG Halli riots in Bangalore. 

4. The Supreme Court had expressed the need to regulate social media to curb fake news, 

defamation and trolling. It had also asked the Union government to come up with guidelines to 

prevent misuse of social media while protecting users’ privacy. 

5. Threat of foreign influence and interference in India’s domestic affairs is more real than 

ever, particularly from India’s hostile neighbours like China and Pakistan. 

6. The guidelines could help the government in tightening the noose on Chinese and other 

foreign companies who are making investments in digital media in the country. 
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 Concerns with non-compliance 

1. It is unlikely that the intermediaries will be banned from operating in India for non-

compliance. However, it may render their operations non-viable as they may be required to 

proactively monitor their platforms so as to avoid incurring liability. 

2. Under Rule 7 of the 2021 Rules, if an intermediary fails to observe any of the rules laid 

down, it loses protection afforded to it by Section 79 of the Information Technology Act. Simply put, 

this would mean that an intermediary like Facebook or Twitter would be open for liability if a third-

party user posts unlawful content on their platforms. 

3. If publication of such information amounts to an offence, the intermediaries hosting such 

information would also be punishable under the relevant law in the absence of the protection 

afforded under Section 79. 

4. Thus, non-compliance of the 2021 Rules would expose the intermediaries to significant 

liability. 

Way Forward 

1. There is no denying that there are problems with online content, which the government has 

rightly highlighted now. 

2. Its release has referred to a 2018 Supreme Court observation that the government “may 

frame necessary guidelines to eliminate child pornography, rape and gangrape imageries, videos and 

sites in content hosting platforms and other applications”, besides making a mention of discussions 

in Parliament about social media misuse and fake news. 

Besides the regulation, data privacy law must be passed immediately as it has been on the back 

burner. State must also be held accountable in upholding privacy rights of its people. 

“Efficiency and digitisation cannot retreat the rights and dignities of marginalized 

individuals who are often the subjects of our criminal justice system.” Comment. (250 

words) 
Reference: Indian Express 

Introduction 

The Supreme Court’s e-committee, headed by Justice D Y Chandrachud, is tasked with integrating 

digital technologies in courts to enhance judicial productivity and efficiency. In the third phase of this 

project, the expert sub-committee has published a draft document to articulate its vision to put in 

place an interoperable digital architecture that, among other things, facilitates “easy” data-sharing 

among all pillars of the criminal justice system — the police, prosecutors, prisons and courts. 

Several issues have been raised regarding the same regarding privacy. 

Body 

Background 

1. The Interoperable Criminal Justice System (ICJS), launched in 2019, is set to be fully 

operational, and will replace the existing need-based physical exchange of information. 
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2. It will integrate existing centralised data systems such as the Crime and Criminal Tracking 

Network & Systems (CCTNS), e-prisons and e-courts, promising “seamless exchange of live 

data” among these branches. 

3. Critics have raised privacy concerns, given the absence of data protection laws, and 

questioned the implications of the data being housed in the home ministry for judicial 

independence. 

Issues of rights and dignity of marginalized due to digitization 

1. A neglected danger is that this “seamless exchange” will likely whitewash the biased and 

illegal process of data creation at the level of police stations, through the dual myths of objectivity 

and neutrality of technology. 

2. Police stations across India have historically maintained registers of “habitual offenders” 

(HOs). 

3. Such registers today are primarily made up of persons who belong to Vimukta Janjatis, 

communities which had been criminalised by the British through the Criminal Tribes Act, 1871. 

4. The caste system offered colonial authorities the rationale to identify HOs. Police branding 

of communities as HOs resulted in extensive surveillance and intrusive policing as a form of daily 

existence. 

5. The gravest injustice of being labelled as a HO is that it hinges entirely on police suspicion, 

discretion and conventional knowledge, which are informed by caste prejudices. 

6. Names and details of first-time offenders and juveniles are also included in these registers. 

The inclusion of juveniles contravenes the principle of fresh start espoused in the Juvenile Justice 

Act. 

7. The mere fact of such an individual having an HO record tilts the scales of justice against 

them. The existence of HO registers is a ready refuge for the police both while looking for a person 

to pin a crime on as well as manufacturing one. 

Conclusion 

Even if we could take away the caste-informed biases of data, a challenge insurmountable without 

annihilating the caste system itself, we must still consider the risks of centralised, interoperable and 

permanent digital databases on privacy and liberties of individuals. Efficiency and digitisation cannot 

recede the rights and dignities of marginalised individuals who are often the subjects of our criminal 

justice system. 

Democracy stands undermined in direct proportion to every attack made on the 

citizen’s right; do you think the IT Rules 2021 have tilt towards violation of these 

rights? Critically analyse. (250 words) 
Reference: The Hindu 

Introduction 

A 2019 Supreme Court order, used by the government to justify its new Information Technology (IT) 

Rules, which compel encrypted social media messaging platforms to disclose their users’ identity, 

also cautions the Centre from doing anything which amounts to invasion of individual privacy. 
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Recently WhatsApp has sued the government in Delhi High court that new rules violate user privacy 

under Article 21. 

Body 

Background: Need for the new IT rules 

1. The requirements in the Intermediary Guidelines pertaining to the first originator of 

information are an example of such a reasonable restriction as per the central government. 

2. IT Minister Ravi Shankar Prasad said that while the government was committed to ensuring 

the right to privacy of all citizens, it was also responsible for maintaining law and order and ensuring 

national security. 

3. the government pointed out that WhatsApp itself was seeking to mandate a privacy policy 

wherein it would share the data of its users with its parent company, Facebook, for marketing and 

advertising purposes. This was even when users were unwilling to share such data. 

4. The Centre stressed that the originator of information would only be traced in a scenario 

where other remedies had proven to be ineffective, making it a last resort measure. 

5. And such an order would have to come from a competent court only. 

New IT Rules are Violation of rights: Critical analysis 

1. In its petition before the Delhi High Court, the social media giant said that it would have to 

“build an ability to identify the first originator of every message, to be served up to the government 

forever”. 

2. This means even legal users and their messages would be under watch. The effect would be 

chilling on free speech. 

3. Citizens will not speak freely for fear that their private communications would be traced and 

used against them. 

4. The essential role of the test of proportionality is to enable the court to determine whether 

a legislative measure is disproportionate in its interference with the fundamental right. 

5. In determining this, the court will have to give regard to whether a less intrusive measure 

could have been adopted consistent with the object of the law and whether the impact of the 

encroachment on a fundamental right is disproportionate to the benefit which is likely to ensue. 

6. The Supreme Court had laid down this mandate in its privacy judgment in the Puttuswamy 

case. The principle was reiterated by the Supreme Court in the Anuradha Bhasin case on Internet 

freedom. 

7. Besides, the 2021 Rules is a subordinate legislation under the Information Technology Act. 

Neither the Act nor any other law, for that matter, specifically requires a social media intermediary, 

using end-to-end encryption, to reveal the identity of the first originator of a message. 

8. However, in this case, the subordinate law has overshot the original intent and boundaries 

of the parent Act. 

9. “Section 79 (of IT Act) only allows the Central Government to prescribe the due diligence 

that intermediaries must observe to maintain their immunity. 
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10. Compelling an intermediary to fundamentally alter its platform to enable the ability to 

identify the first originator of information in India falls far outside ‘due diligence’, as per Whatsapp. 

Conclusion 

The Puttaswamy judgement was a landmark ruling passed by the Supreme Court in 2017, which said 

a person’s right to privacy must be preserved except in cases where legality, necessity, and 

proportionality are all weighed against it. This must be strictly adhered to and a middle ground must 

be found between government and social media giants to balance national interest and privacy. 

The Contest between AYUSH and modern medicine shouldn’t forget public health. 

Critically analyse the statement with suitable examples. (250 words) 
Reference: The Wire 

Introduction 

On November 20, 2020, the Central Council of Indian Medicine (CCIM), a statutory body of the 

Ministry of AYUSH, issued an amendment to the Indian Medicine Central Council (PG Ayurveda 

Education) Regulations 2016. The amendment lists 58 surgical procedures that postgraduate 

students of Ayurvedic education in two branches – Shalya and Shalakya – are to be formally trained 

in and which they can practice independently afterward. 

Body 

Background 

1. The Indian Medical Association (IMA) has opposed this move, calling it an attempt to create 

a new and illegitimate ‘mixopathy’, as well as calling the CCIM’s ways to be “uncivil” and “foul”. 

2. The body, which is India’s largest association of medical doctors, also said the newly 

constituted National Medical Commission (NMC) is responsible for asserting these two separate 

systems of medicine independently, and that is how it must be. 

3. The ministry subsequently published a clarification that postgraduate scholars can only 

perform the basic surgical procedures listed in the amendment and that it’s a restrictive reform, not 

a policy shift. 

4. But IMA has rejected this clarification, and has demanded that the amendment be 

withdrawn. 

Issues with AYUSH practioners performing allopathic procedures 

1. Indeed, the shortage of trained government doctors in rural areas is a constant challenge in 

India. There is a severe crunch of specialist doctors, including surgeons, with 81.8% positions lying 

vacant at government community health centres. 

2. At the same time, hoping trained Ayurveda specialists could fill this gap might not work. A 

2016 WHO report found that each category of healthcare worker – except traditional and faith 

healers – prefer to practice in urban areas, where only about 35% of India’s population lives. 

3. So even if Ayurveda practitioners and IMA doctors reach a consensus on any of the topics of 

debate, the problem of ~65% of India’s residents being unable to access trained doctors would still 

exist. 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia
https://science.thewire.in/health/ministry-of-ayush-mixopathy-ayurveda-allopathy-indian-medical-association-doctors-shortage-rural-areas-public-health/


INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 

 
 

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia  Page 53 

4. This problem can be solved only if the adequate infrastructure, better working conditions 

and incentives are in place. And until such time, unregistered medical practitioners (UMPs) will 

continue to be the rural population’s preferred point of contact. 

5. A major source of confusion that the new amendment could drive pertains to law and 

regulation. 

6. Only a few states in India allow Ayurveda practitioners to practice allopathy as well: 

Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu, Gujarat, Punjab, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Assam and Uttarakhand. 

7. And at present, no person can perform surgeries without allopathic drugs and diagnostics. 

Way Forward 

1. It is important to provide career growth, but public welfare must come first. 

2. Both systems must reach a point where they can complement each other. 

3. The Ministry of AYUSH has the government’s support but lacks credibility, while the IMA has 

been responding aggressively. 

4. Meanwhile, on the ground, most healthcare workers are dissatisfied with one or another 

part of their jobs – even as there is a strong divide among doctors themselves about working in 

urban versus rural areas. 

Conclusion 

The current proposal to equip AYUSH doctors with techniques in allopathic medicine is a death knell 

for these indigenous medical systems, in spite of a laudable intent to revive and bring to mainstream 

AYUSH systems. These different systems must complement each other and need not be arms with 

each other. 

“Struggles to divert part of tourism from Maldives towards Lakshadweep overlooking 

it in the Indian Ocean Region has the obvious potential to challenge the sovereignty of 

our nation amidst rising separatist movements throughout the country. “Critically 

analyse. (250 words) 
Reference:  Times of India 
Why the question: 
The slew of regulations to be brought up by the Administrator of UT of Lakshadweep, on the account 
of pushing developmental measures, has raised environmental concerns in the region. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss and analyse in what way struggles to divert part of tourism from Maldives towards 
Lakshadweep overlooking it in the Indian Ocean Region has the obvious potential to challenge the 
sovereignty of our nation amidst rising separatist movements throughout the country. 
Directive: 
Critically analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or 
nature of the topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
When ‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the 
topic and give a fair judgment. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
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Lakshadweep Administrator Praful Khoda Patel is facing opposition from the people of the union 
territory and politicians — both from within Lakshadweep and neighboring Kerala — over policies 
introduced by him since his appointment in December 2020. 
Body: 
The answer body must have the following aspects covered: 
Discuss the current issue in detail, talk about the contentious regulations made in the recent times. 
Account for issues with the recently created Lakshadweep Development Authority (LDA). 
Explain how such aspects can be potential enough to challenge the sovereignty of our nation amidst 
rising separatist movements throughout the country. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by suggesting solutions to the issue and need for a relook at the new slew of measures 
about to be undertaken. 
Introduction 

Over the last few weeks, public anger has been simmering in the Lakshadweep islands over a 

number of controversial proposals floated by the Union Territory Administrator, Praful K Patel. While 

the UT Administration has said Patel’s proposals are aimed at ensuring safety and well-being of 

residents along with promoting the islands as a tourist destination on par with the Maldives, 

residents view them as ripping the social and cultural fabric of the islands. 

Body 

Issues with the recent proposals 

1. On an island where crime rate is already low, administrator introduced a proposal to 

implement the anti-social Activities Regulation bill, 2021, or the goonda act. Under this act anyone 

can be arrested without a trial for a period of up to one year. 

2. A draft on the Lakshadweep Development Authority Regulation 2021 (LDAR) has been 

another bone of contention. 

3. The draft gives the administrator powers to remove or relocate islanders from their 

property, for town planning or any developmental activity. This is to make Lakshadweep like 

Maldives. Severe ecological concerns are raised about this plan. 

4. The draft bill gives the government and its bodies arbitrary and unchecked power to directly 

interfere with an islander’s right to possess and retain their property. 

5. The new proposal also includes introduction of liquor shops on the islands, to fuel tourism, 

which thus far have been restricted owing the majority Muslim population. 

6. A change is also being brought about to the Panchayat regulations wherein those people 

having more than two kids would be unable to contest for any panchayat elections. 

7. Among a string of changes, a beef ban has been proposed and non-vegetarian meals have 

been scrapped from the midday meals. 

8. The Administration has decided to allow liquor to be served at resorts on inhabited islands. 

Currently, prohibition is in place on all inhabited islands, with liquor served only at resorts on the 

uninhabited Bangaram island. 
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9. As for Covid norms, earlier on the islands a mandatory 14-day quarantine was put into place, 

however now a negative RT-PCR would now suffice to enter the islands. This has caused concern for 

the locals. 

Impact of such measures: Potential to challenge sovereignty 

1. Alongside the islanders and people on social media, opposition leaders in Lakshadweep and 

neighbouring Kerala have raised cause for concern. 

2. Residents have alleged that the move will lead to a proliferation of liquor sales on the island, 

which had been observing near-prohibition until now. 

3. The change in covid norms led to the island losing its ‘green zone’ tag and a spurt in 

infections in subsequent months. As of May 28, the Union Territory has reported over 7,300 cases 

and 28 deaths. Islanders blame the Administration for mismanagement in handling of the pandemic. 

4. Lawmakers in Kerala raised issues of locals. Majority of the 70,000 people in this Island 

depend on fishing and government services, but the new administration demolished huts of 

fisherman accusing Coastal Regulation Zone (CRZ) violation. 

5. The measures of administrator were termed authoritarian and locals are severely protesting 

the same. This has also fuelled demand for certain degree of autonomy to the people to administer 

themselves with elected representatives. 

6. There is a fear that, local movement may turn into challenge to India’s sovereignty on the 

island. 

Conclusion 

So far, people in the Lakshadweep have been living pretty much within the bounds of the ecological 

integrity of the islands. The new plans are feared to take agency away from the islanders. With the 

ingress of outside developers, islanders may feel alienated from their resources and land, which may 

fuel north-east like separatist movements. Adequate representation of the people must be given 

and their opinions valued before making major reforms.  

The COVID-19 crisis has underlined worldwide how vital data is to governments in 

decision-making. In this backdrop elucidate the role played by data in decision making. 

(250 words) 
Reference:  Indian Express 
Why the question: 
The article highlights how data played an important role in decision-making in dealing with the 
Covid-19 pandemic. 
Key Demand of the question: 
One is expected to elucidate the role played by data in decision making especially in the context of 
current pandemic crisis facing the world. 
Directive: 
Elucidate – Give a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the particular context. 
You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with relevant associated 
facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia
https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/data-an-essential-weapon-against-covid-7334700/


INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 

 
 

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia  Page 56 

The COVID-19 pandemic has highlighted globally how important data is to governments in decision-
making. 
Body: 
The answer body must have the following aspects covered: 
Importance of data in decision making; Epidemiological data is of paramount significance for 
targeting and implementing control measures for public health in a timely manner. Such data was 
used effectively in the evidence-based response and decision-making in countries like South Korea. 
Modern response to pandemics has focused on exploiting all the available data to inform policy 
action in real time. 
Explain how data analysis helped during pandemic. Give examples to assert the importance. 
Highlight the challenges if any. 
Conclusion: 
Suggest way forward. 
Introduction 

The COVID-19 pandemic has highlighted globally how important data is to governments in decision-

making. The power of such data was seen early on in the evidence-based response and decision-

making in countries like South Korea. Modern response to pandemics has focused on exploiting all 

the available data to inform policy action in real time. 

Body 

Significance of data in handling pandemic 

1. The need for timely data sharing lies in its utility through analysis and its power resides in its 

interpretation. The current pandemic is a prime example. 

2. It has revealed the need for continuous and repeated tracking of case numbers, fatalities 

and recoveries. The epidemiological concept of flattening the curve and its predictions are results of 

data analysis and modelling. 

3. The first wave showed us how certain underlying illnesses, comorbidities, could impact the 

outcome of the disease. 

4. Understanding testing adequacy or lack thereof allows us to measure our preparedness, 

prognostic versus diagnostic ability, and shape our responses to identify, manage, and care for new 

cases. 

5. Epidemic outbreak data like case data, medical and treatment data can be used to 

understand disease pathogenesis and severity. 

6. Genome sequencing surveillance helps identify and track viral genome sequence variants in 

real time and the evolution of the virus. 

7. Data is most valuable when you compare it to a control. Hence, background data defining 

underlying characteristics of the resident population including demographics, movement data, 

health infrastructure, water supply system and hygiene infrastructure are critical. 

Vitality of data to governments in decision-making 

1. The pre-requisite for evidence-based policy is that the data must be trustworthy, and it 

depends upon the quality of the data and the quality of the professional statisticians. 
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2. Evidence-based policy-making (EBP) assists in making decisions about projects, programmes 

and policies, by placing the best available evidence from research conducted at the heart of policy 

development and implementation. 

3. It also makes explicit what is known through scientific evidence. In contrast to opinion-based 

policy-making, evidence-based policy-making needs an evidence base at all stages in the policy cycle 

to define issues, shape agendas, make choices of action, identify options, deliver them, and monitor 

their impact and outcomes. 

4. Basically, it is a set of methods which informs the policy process, rather than aiming to 

directly affect the eventual objectives of the policy. 

5. Thereby, EBP advocates a more systematic, rational and rigorous approach to produce 

better outcomes. 

Way forward 

1. Part of the challenge in evidence-based decision-making pertains to the standardisation of 

data collection, curation, annotation and the seamless integration of data analytics pipelines for 

outbreak analytics. 

2. Thus, ensuring data availability and quality under operational constraints is critical. 

3. The use of data standards instils consistency, reduces errors and enables transparency. 

4. Embedded in the idea of data sharing lies the concept of data security and confidentiality. 

Development processes and the development industry —the role of NGOs, SHGs, 

various groups and associations, donors, charities, institutional and other 

stakeholders. 

Discuss the starring role of Council of Scientific and Industrial research (CSIR) in India’s 

fight against COVID-19 pandemic. (250 words) 
Reference:  Hindustan Times 
Why the question: 
The question is about the key role played by CSIR amidst covid-19 pandemic. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss the starring role of Council of Scientific and Industrial research (CSIR) in India’s fight against 
COVID-19 pandemic. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with brief introduction of CSIR. 
Body: 
Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR) is the largest research and development (R&D) 
organisation in India. CSIR has a pan-India presence and has a dynamic network of 38 national 
laboratories, 39 outreach centres, 3 Innovation Complexes and 5 units. 
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Discuss its objectives in detail. From bringing in self-reliance ranging from indelible ink to the fight 
against Covid-19, CSIR has played a vital role and shall do so in any future pandemic or calamity that 
India faces. 
CSIR identified the unmet needs, assessed its strengths and capabilities for addressing the pandemic 
and adopted a multi-pronged strategy of working on diagnostics, surveillance, drugs, hospital 
assistive devices, personal protective equipment and supply chain and logistics. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with importance. 
Introduction 

From bringing in self-reliance ranging from indelible ink to the fight against Covid-19, CSIR has played 

a vital role and shall do so in any future pandemic or calamity that India faces. 

Body 

About Council of Scientific and Industrial research (CSIR) 

1. The Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR), one of the first publicly-funded 

Science & Technology (S&T) research organisations in India has entered its 79th 

2. CSIR has played a crucial role in shaping the developments of modern Indian society, and the 

Covid-19 pandemic is no exception. 

3. As India is seeing an accelerated increase in cases, there is an urgent need for innovations 

and products in drugs, diagnostics, surveillance and devices. 

Role of CSIR in India’s fight against the pandemic COVID-19 

1. In March, CSIR identified the unmet needs, assessed its strengths and capabilities for 

addressing the pandemic and adopted a multi-pronged strategy of working on diagnostics, 

surveillance, drugs, hospital assistive devices, personal protective equipment and supply chain and 

logistics. This strategy is now beginning to yield exciting solutions. 

2. A few days ago, the Drugs Controller General of India (DCGI) formally approved the first 

indigenously-developed Clustered Regularly Interspaced Short Palindromic Repeats (CRISPR)/Cas9-

based paper diagnostic test. Such a test puts the achievements of Indian innovators on the world 

map, as it has a resemblance to the similar tests in the United States (US), and yet has its own 

unique features that make it simpler to use. 

3. Similarly, the generic pharma industry might recollect the years when CSIR laboratories 

provided cheaper synthesis methods for drugs, as it has done during the current Covid-19 pandemic 

for remdesivir and favipiravir. 

4. Another bit of history might be in the offing as the first-ever Phase-2 clinical trials on a 

phytopharmaceutical drug candidate has begun after DCGI approval. 

5. Likewise, the immunotherapeutic drug, sepsivac has successfully completed Phase-2 trials 

on critically ill Covid-19 patients, and is now entering Phase-3 trials. 

6. With its engineering strengths, CSIR has been able to make devices like ventilators in record 

time, which are positioned to receive regulatory approval soon. 

7. CSIR-promoted technology in making rapidly deployable hospitals will also be implemented 

in the coming weeks. 
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 Conclusion 

It is interesting to note that among the many countries that became independent of colonial rule in 

the middle of the last century, India alone adopted a strong S&T policy — later even including it in its 

Constitution, a strategy that has yielded rich dividends. CSIR being one of the earliest S&T 

institutions in the country has played a major role in implementing S&T strategies for the 

development of the country. 

Discuss the significance of community actions in overcoming the failure of the state 

and market amidst the pandemic situation.(250 words) 
Reference:  Indian Express 
Why the question: 
The article explains why community efforts are essential for real change. 
Key Demand of the question: 
One is expected to explain the significance of community actions in overcoming the failure of the 
state and market 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
The pandemic has highlighted those solutions to any social problem call for an effective collective 
action that coordinates the aspirations of several groups of stakeholders. 
Body: 
Explain that during the second wave of Covid infections, communities emerged as resilient entities 
across the country. India’s ethos, value systems and cultural strengths have automatically generated 
new energies and scores of new groups. Community actions enabled society to overcome the failure 
of the state and market. 
Discuss how for active engagement of civil society in coping with the pandemic assumes great 
significance. 
Give examples/case studies highlighting the role of communities in overcoming the failure of the 
state and market amidst the pandemic situation. 
Conclusion: 
Suggest way forward and conclude. 
Introduction 

During the second wave of Covid infections, communities emerged as resilient entities across the 

country. India’s ethos, value systems and cultural strengths have automatically generated new 

energies and scores of new groups. Community actions enabled society to overcome the failure of 

the state and market. 

Body 

Community involvement could play a key role in planning local-level actions in collaboration with 

local bodies to identify vulnerable households, provide support to the elderly and those in 

quarantine, develop better communication strategies and help in contact tracing. 

Significance of community actions amidst pandemic 

1. Breathe India and HelpNow represent an array of options that have come up from IITians. 
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2. These apps have facilitated access to oxygen concentrators, hospitals and ambulances. 

3. BreatheIndia could get nearly 200 concentrators and raise an amount of Rs 2.41 crore. 

4. HelpNow, launched by an undergrad from IIT Bombay, has a mission to save lives by 

providing timely and quality medical help with neat and sanitised ambulances. 

5. We also have to realise that the state or the market cannot be the only provider for what 

citizens need. Effective social interactions and community participation can play an important role in 

scaling up some of the actions that have been found useful. 

6. he community kitchens of Kerala, conceived, organised and run by the people, lend one such 

example. 

7. States such as West Bengal and Karnataka also ran such initiatives as a possible solution to 

the local food security crisis during the lockdown. 

8. In Maharashtra, farmers formed a cooperative with the help of block officials to supply their 

produce to urban households directly 

Conclusion 

The pandemic has placed before us ways in which community actions have contributed to resilience. 

Solutions to any social problem call for an effective collective action that coordinates the aspirations 

of several groups of stakeholders. The present situation underlines the necessity of combined efforts 

to face this challenge. 

Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and 

States and the performance of these schemes; mechanisms, laws, institutions 

and Bodies constituted for the protection and betterment of these vulnerable 

sections. 

How direly the second Covid-19 surge, and a looming third wave, in the country will 

imperil livelihood and income security of workers in the country? Discuss about the 

social security schemes that should be given priority by the government to sustain the 

livelihood of labour. (250 words) 
Reference:  Financial Express 
Why the question: 
The article talks about the grim situation of the migrant workers and laborers amidst the pandemic. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss about the social security schemes that should be given priority by the government to sustain 
the livelihood of labour. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
 Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with brief context of the ongoing pandemic. 
Body: 
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Explain how direly the second Covid-19 surge, and a looming third wave, in the country will imperil 
employment/livelihood and income security of workers. 
Discuss what needs to be done by the government. 
The government needs to quickly step up support to alleviate both, the damage from the last year 
and what is expected to accrue from the current surge. The Union government will need to make 
larger allocations to MGNREGA while PDS and Jan-Dhan can be used to mitigate immediate pain. 
Conclusion: 
Suggest solutions. 
Introduction 

The report, State of Working India 2021 underscores the crushing impact of Covid-19, over March – 

December 2020, on the worker population. The Indian economy had been slowing down even 

before the pandemic, and suffered from low job creation and chronically poor working conditions 

for a large chunk of the labour force, with little focus on social security for most. 

Body 

Livelihood crisis due to pandemic and lockdown 

1. The researchers estimate nearly 15 million workers were unable to find work at the end of 

2020, from the 100 million that lost jobs in the April – May 2020 lockdown. 

2. Though a large chunk of workers did find work again, this was largely with much lower 

remuneration; the monthly per capita income for an average household of four members in October 

2020 was a fifth lower than what it was in January 2020, at `4,979. 

3. Joblessness and reduced income have meant labour’s share of GDP dropped from 32.5% in 

Q2 FY20 to 27% in Q2 FY21. 

4. The pandemic-crisis has affected women workers far worse than men, which should have 

klaxons ringing in the policy circles given India has been seeing shockingly low rates of women’s 

participation in paid work. 

5. During the lockdown, 61% of working men remain employed and 7% lost employment while 

only 19% of women workers remained employed while a whopping 47% suffered a permanent job-

loss at the end of 2020. 

6. Those that could hold on to their jobs saw the burden of domestic work increase sharply 

without any reduction in employment hours. 

7. The pandemic has also disproportionately affected younger workers, who experienced 

higher job losses—33% in the 15-24 age group had failed to get employed again by December 2020 

versus 6% of those in the 25-44 years age group. 

Immediate measures needed for universal social security 

1. With the advancements in knowledge and technology, a universal coverage of social welfare 

is possible in a shorter time frame. 

2. Having a universal system would improve the ease of application by consolidating the data 

of all eligible beneficiaries under one database. It can also reduce exclusion errors. 
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3. The Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Yojana (PMGKY) is one scheme that can be strengthened 

into universal social security. It already consolidates the public distribution system (PDS), the 

provision of gas cylinders, and wages for the MGNREGS. 

4. Having a universal scheme would take away this access/exclusion barrier. For example, PDS 

can be linked to a universal identification card such as the Aadhaar or voter card, in the absence of a 

ration card. 

5. This would allow anyone who is in need of foodgrains to access these schemes. It would be 

especially useful for migrant populations. 

6. Making other schemes/welfare provisions like education, maternity benefits, disability 

benefits etc. also universal would ensure a better standard of living for the people. 

7. The implementation of any of these ideas is only possible through a focus on data 

digitisation, data-driven decision-making and collaboration across government departments. 

Conclusion 

The Union government will need to make larger allocations to MGNREGA while PDS and Jan-Dhan 

can be used to mitigate immediate pain of unemployment to the vulnerable. The government needs 

to quickly step-up support to alleviate both, the damage from the last year and what is expected to 

accrue from the current surge. 

Explain the impact of pandemic on children. Discuss the need for Governments to 

urgently reach out to children who have lost parents to Covid, with programmes 

designed with sensitivity. (250 words) 
Reference:  Indian Express 
Why the question: 
As India battles a raging second wave, cases of children losing their parents to Covid-19 are also 
mounting. Thus the question. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss the impact of pandemic on Children and need for the Governments to urgently reach out to 
children who have lost parents to Covid, with programmes designed with sensitivity. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Various social media posts are getting circulated with details of children who have lost either both 
their parents or the only living parent to the disease and pleading for them to be adopted. 
Body: 
Firstly, discuss how Covid has left many orphaned children vulnerable to trafficking. 
Discuss that various social media posts are getting circulated with details of children who have lost 
either both their parents or the only living parent to the disease and pleading for them to be adopted. 
Sharing such posts are illegal under Section 80 and 81 of the Juvenile Justice (JJ) Act, 2015, which 
prohibit offering or receiving children outside the processes laid down under the Act as well as their 
sale and purchase. Child Marriages have also increased in the Covid-19 induced lockdown. 
Discuss the provisions for Protection of Orphan Children in the country. 
Account for the role of government amidst such situation. Point out to the recent initiatives. 
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Conclusion: 
Conclude with role of the government in this direction. 
Introduction 

Those succumbing to Covid-19 and those requiring hospitalisation are the most visible victims of this 

catastrophic pandemic, which has seen over 2.7 lakh deaths so far. The loss of livelihood and 

prevalent hunger are its other visible manifestations. But there are many invisible victims, mainly 

children. 

As our social media feeds remain flooded with posts related to ‘covid orphan’ and ‘call to adopt’, 

India really needs to wake up to how the young ones will deal with grief. 

Body 

As India battles a raging second wave, cases of children losing their parents to Covid-19 are also 

mounting. While some have lost both their parents and have no one to look after them, others are in 

a situation where a single surviving parent is unable to take care of them financially and 

psychologically. 

Impact of pandemic on children 

1. Parental loss can have devastating effects on children’s social, emotional and cognitive 

growth. 

2. It adversely affects their mental health, inducing anxiety, depression and sleep disturbances 

and often worsens a family’s economic status, resulting in children’s poorer academic performance 

and school drop-outs. 

3. There is a greater risk of substance abuse among children who drop out of school and 

adolescents who lose parents also display more sexually risky behaviours. 

4. Activists said other complicated situations are also emerging as a result of the pandemic. 

Among the poorer sections of society, the pandemic has left children affected in several ways since 

last year. Eg cases of sexual abuse of children in slums because they were left vulnerable. 

5. In another case documented in a report by NGO Protsahan, the relatives of a minor girl 

wanted to get her married. 

Procedure in place to protect children 

1. There is a process as per the JJ Act which needs to be followed with children who have been 

orphaned. 

2. If someone has information about a child in need of care, then they must contact one of the 

four agencies: Childline 1098, or the district Child Welfare Committee (CWC), District Child 

Protection Officer (DCPO) or the helpline of the State Commission for Protection of Child Rights. 

3. Following this, the CWC will assess the child and place him or her in the immediate care of a 

Specialised Adoption Agency. 

4. The State thus takes care of all such children who are in need of care and protection, till they 

turn 18 years. 
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5. Once a child is declared legally free for adoption by the CWC, adoption can be done either 

by Indian prospective adoptive parents or non-resident Indians or foreigners, in that order. 

6. India has ratified Hague Convention on Intercountry Adoptions, 1993. 

7. The Central Adoption Resource Authority (CARA), a statutory body of the Ministry of 

Women and Child Development, is the nodal agency for adoption. It regulates the adoption of 

orphaned, abandoned and surrendered children through its associated or recognised agencies. 

Government measures needed 

1. Governments should proactively reach out to those in distress using its database of Covid-19 

deceased, which has addresses and contact details. This is an approach adopted by the Delhi 

Commission for Protection of Child Rights (DCPCR), Government of Delhi. 

2. Cash transfers may prove crucial in mitigating the risks that parental loss likely brings. It is 

worth reflecting on whether they are effective in keeping the child from having to work as labour in 

order to take care of the additional costs due to schooling 

3. Article 39 of the Constitution prohibits the tender age of the children from being abused. 

Therefore, orphaned children who have lost both their parents or abandoned or surrendered due to 

the Covid-19 pandemic must not be neglected and left to face an uncertain future. They must be 

taken care of by the authorities entrusted with responsibilities under the JJ Act. 

4. Children are an important national asset, and the well-being of the nation, and its future, 

depend on how its children grow and develop. The primary purpose of giving a child in adoption is 

his welfare and restoring his or her right to family. 

5. With an objective of providing psychological and emotional support to children affected 

during Covid-19 Pandemic, National Commission for Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR) is providing 

Tele-Counselling to children through SAMVEDNA (Sensitizing Action on Mental Health Vulnerability 

through Emotional Development and Necessary Acceptance). This is a step in the right direction. 

Conclusion 

It is true that Covid-19 is not caused by governments but it has evolved as a disaster because of our 

governance or the lack of it. We will overcome the virus sooner or later but at what stage Covid-19 

ceases to be a disaster remains to be seen. Surely, its impact will linger longer on those who have 

lost their family. 

“The universalization of social security remains an unsatisfied aspiration in the new 

code on social security”. Critically analyse. (250 words) 
Reference:  The Hindu 
Why the question: 
The article explains in what way the universalization of social security remains an unfulfilled 
aspiration in the new code on social security. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Critically analyse the new code on social security and its lacuna with respect to universalization. 
Directive: 
Critically analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or 
nature of the topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
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When ‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the 
topic and give a fair judgment. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with brief context of the question. 
Body: 
India’s Parliament in September 2020 passed a Social Security Code (SS Code 2020). 
The SS Code 2020 merges existing social security laws and attempts to include informal workers 
within the ambit of social security administration. It proposes that both the central and State 
governments will formulate schemes for unorganized workers. The legal framework as proposed in 
the Code and Rules, implies that the basic onus lies on informal workers registering as beneficiaries. 
Registration is a prerequisite for universal coverage. To avail social security, an informal worker must 
register herself on the specified online portal to be developed by the central government. 
Discuss the challenges in detail and suggest what needs to be done. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
Introduction 

India is grappling with the second wave of the pandemic that ravaged whole of 2020 around the 

globe. The country witnessed multiple crises: mass inter- and intra-migration, food insecurity, and a 

crumbling health infrastructure. The second wave has brought even the middle and upper-class 

citizens to their knees. Economic capital, in the absence of social capital, has proven to be 

insufficient in accessing healthcare facilities. Illness is universal, but healthcare is not. 

Body 

Social Security Code 2020 

1. India’s Parliament in September 2020 passed a Social Security Code (SS Code 2020). The SS 

Code 2020 merges existing social security laws and attempts to include informal workers within the 

ambit of social security administration. 

2. The SS Code 2020 amalgamates and rationalises the provisions of eight existing central 

labour laws. 

3. Of these acts, employees provident fund, employees state insurance (ESI), maternity benefit, 

gratuity are entirely for organised sector workers. 

4. This has remained so even in the new scheme of things. For employees’ state insurance, the 

existing employee threshold has been withdrawn and now the central government can extend ESI 

benefits to any organisation irrespective of the number of workers employed therein. 

5. However, there are areas of ambiguity and overlapping too. 

Issues with the code 

1. It proposes that both the central and State governments will formulate schemes for 

unorganised workers. 

2. The legal framework as proposed in the Code and Rules, implies that the basic onus lies on 

informal workers registering as beneficiaries. Registration is a prerequisite for universal coverage. 

3. To avail social security, an informal worker must register herself on the specified online 

portal to be developed by the central government. 
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4. Similar provisions are already there in existing social security schemes run by State 

governments under the Unorganized Workers’ Social Security Act, 2008. 

5. Still, a large number of informal workers are outside the ambit of any social security even 

after 13 years. 

6. The absence of definite and unambiguous provisions in the present code would further 

complicate achievement of universal registration. 

7. Also, experience shows that there is an awful lack of awareness among informal workers 

regarding social security schemes. Online registration places a further challenge as most informal 

workers lack digital literacy and connectivity. 

8. Under the SS Code, the provision of maternity benefit has not been made universal. 

Maternity benefit is presently applicable for establishments employing 10 workers or more. 

Need for a universal social security 

1. We have seen an example of a universal healthcare programme that India ran successfully — 

the Pulse Polio Universal Immunisation Programme. In 2014, India was declared polio-free. It took a 

dedicated effort over a number of years. 

2. With the advancements in knowledge and technology, a universal coverage of social welfare 

is possible in a shorter time frame. 

3. Having a universal system would improve the ease of application by consolidating the data 

of all eligible beneficiaries under one database. It can also reduce exclusion errors. 

4. The Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Yojana (PMGKY) is one scheme that can be strengthened 

into universal social security. It already consolidates the public distribution system (PDS), the 

provision of gas cylinders, and wages for the MGNREGS. 

5. Having a universal scheme would take away this access/exclusion barrier. For example, PDS 

can be linked to a universal identification card such as the Aadhaar or voter card, in the absence of a 

ration card. 

6. This would allow anyone who is in need of foodgrains to access these schemes. It would be 

especially useful for migrant populations. 

7. Making other schemes/welfare provisions like education, maternity benefits, disability 

benefits etc. also universal would ensure a better standard of living for the people. 

8. The implementation of any of these ideas is only possible through a focus on data 

digitisation, data-driven decision-making and collaboration across government departments. 

Conclusion 

To ensure some of these issues are addressed, we need to map the State and Central schemes in a 

consolidated manner. This is to avoid duplication, inclusion and exclusion errors in welfare delivery. 

Alongside, a study to understand costs of welfare access for vulnerable groups can be conducted. 

This will help give a targeted way forward.  
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Explain in what ways the patents impediments can be avoided ensuring social justice 

and improvising the battle against pandemic. (250 words) 
Reference:  The Hindu 
Why the question: 
The article brings to us to some ideas related to patent pathways amidst the challenging days of 
covid-19.   
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss in detail in what ways the patents impediments can be avoided ensuring social justice and 
improvising the battle against pandemic. 
Directive: 
Explain – Clarify the topic by giving a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the 
particular context. You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with 
relevant associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start by highlighting the concerns around patenting amidst the pandemic. 
Body: 
Explain that Universal vaccination is a necessity to stop the spread of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
To achieve global herd immunity and prevent new strains of COVID-19 from emerging, vaccines need 
to be affordable and available in massive quantities throughout the globe. 
The lack of technical know-how and the limited capacity of the current manufacturers to scale up 
their production capacities have led to massive vaccine shortage globally. The strict intellectual rights 
regime is also a hurdle for large scale manufacturing of the vaccines. 
Discuss some of the ways to overcome the patents hurdle to help scale up the global vaccine 
production.(take cues from the article) 
Conclusion: 
Patents should not be considered as ironclad ownership rights. They are but a temporary contract 
that balances the public interest with the claims of the innovator and that too in normal times. Given 
the urgent global health crisis, all possible options should be used to overcome the IP hurdle to 
ensure large scale vaccine production. 
Introduction 

In order to achieve global herd immunity and prevent new strains of COVID-19 from emerging, 

possibly for years to come, vaccines need to be affordable and available in massive quantities 

throughout the globe. This can happen through patent owners voluntarily licensing their 

products to other companies, especially Indian producers who are experienced at mass-producing 

low-cost medications. 

Body 

Ways in which patent impediments are preventing social justice 

1. An impediment to production and distribution of vaccines is the intellectual property (IP) 

rights that their developers enjoy. 

2. The vaccines and other treatments that have been developed to combat Covid-19 —

providing an unmistakeable silver lining to the crisis — are subject to patent protection under the 

TRIPS agreement. 

3. The patent holders have the exclusive right to manufacture, sell, and use the vaccine or the 

drug for the entire term of patent protection of 20 years from the date of the filing of the patent. 
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4. Such protection could impede wider accessibility of vaccines and prolong the pandemic. 

5. The entire vaccination exercise, and not the vaccines themselves, will end the pandemic, and 

the challenge is to ensure that it is universalised. 

6. The task is profound due to the increasing concerns of vaccine nationalism, whereby richer 

countries are procuring vaccines for their population ahead of others which, in turn, could derail the 

goal of delivering two billion vaccine doses to poorer and middle-income countries. 

Way forward 

1. It is in this context that the joint proposal of India and South Africa at the WTO asking for a 

temporary waiver of the IP rights on Covid-19 vaccines and drugs needs to be understood. 

2. The proposal argues that IP rights could hinder the supply of vaccines and drugs at 

affordable prices. 

3. Therefore, India and South Africa, at a time when production of vaccines needs to be scaled 

up to meet demand, have proposed that the WTO’s TRIPS Council recommend to the General 

Council “a waiver from the implementation, application, and enforcement of” certain provisions of 

the TRIPS Agreement (waiving IP rights like patents, copyright, and trademarks) for prevention, 

containment or treatment of Covid-19. 

4. If the waiver is granted, WTO member countries will not be under an obligation, for a 

temporary period, to either grant or enforce patents and other IP-related rights to Covid-19 drugs, 

vaccines, and other treatments. 

5. This will immunise the measures adopted by countries to vaccinate their populations from 

claims of illegality under WTO law. 

6. Furthermore, the billions of dollars in government aid given to companies to help develop 

COVID-19 treatments should entail an obligation to enable the mass production of affordable 

vaccines. 

7. After all, as legal scholars have long explained, patents are not ironclad ownership rights. 

They are a temporary contract that balances the public interest with the claims of the innovator. 

Conclusion 

This is not just a question of social justice and ensuring life-saving therapies are available to the 

world’s poor. Waiving IP rights and compulsory licensing is a necessary step to prevent deadlier, 

more contagious and possibly vaccine-resistant variants of COVID-19 from proliferating in an under-

vaccinated world. 

Reforming the POCSO Act is necessary to account for the reporting of historical child 

sexual abuse. Critically comment.  (250 words) 
Reference:  The Hindu 
Why the question: 
The article explains in what way POCSO Act needs reforms to account for the reporting of historical 
child sexual abuse. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss the need for reforms in the POCSO Act. 
Directive: 
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Critically comment – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or 
nature of the topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
When ‘comment’ is prefixed, we have to express our knowledge and understanding of the issue and 
form an overall opinion thereupon. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Over the last nine years, India has sought to “protect children from offences of sexual assault, sexual 
harassment and pornography” through the Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act (POCSO). 
But POCSO has not been without controversy or deficiency. 
Body: 
The answer body must have the following aspects covered: 
Explain first what you understand by Historical child sexual abuse; it refers to incidents that are 
reported late. Historical abuse is not just confined to institutions but also includes intra-familial abuse 
where it is difficult for the child to report the offence or offender at the earliest point in time. 
Discuss the causative factors of it. Institutional hurdles in accepting Historical Child Abuse. 
Suggest challenges associated with the Act and recommend reforms that are necessary to overcome 
it. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that there is an urgent need to reform and revise our laws to account for various 
developments such as historical reporting of child sexual abuse. The Union government must frame 
guidelines to direct effective and purposeful prosecution in cases that are not covered by the POCSO. 
E.g. the U.K. issued detailed Guidelines on Prosecuting Cases of Child Sexual Abuse under Sexual 
Offences Act of 2003, provides guidelines for prosecution of historical case. 
Introduction 

Over the last nine years, India has sought to “protect children from offences of sexual assault, sexual 

harassment and pornography” through the Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act 

(POCSO). But POCSO has not been without controversy or deficiency. Recently, the Supreme Court 

had to injunct an interpretation of ‘skin-to-skin contact’ given by the Bombay High Court. Another 

fundamental defect of POCSO is its inability to deal with historical cases. This calls for reform in the 

POCSO Act. 

Body 

Issues with historical child sexual abuse 

1. Historical child sexual abuse refers to incidents that are reported late. Historical abuse is not 

just confined to institutions but also includes intra-familial abuse where it is difficult for the child to 

report the offence or offender at the earliest point in time. 

2. It often takes time for the child to recognise and comprehend the gravity of what transpired 

and become confident to report the offence. 

3. At first glance, this may seem to run counter to the established principle of criminal law: that 

every act of crime must be reported at the earliest and any delay in filing the complaint dilutes the 

efficacy of the prosecution’s case. 

4. Provisions in the Criminal Procedure Code (CrPC) prohibit judicial magistrates from taking 

cognisance of cases beyond a specific time period. 

5. Cases involving child sexual abuse not amounting to rape as defined under Section 376 of 

the Indian Penal Code (IPC), and prior to the enactment of POCSO in 2012, would presumably be 
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classified under the lesser, and somewhat frivolous, offence of outraging the modesty of a woman 

(Section 354 of the IPC). 

6. As such, any reporting of an offence, under Section 354 of the IPC, more than three years 

after the date of incident would be barred by the CrPC. 

7. Such a scenario renders historical reporting of child sexual offences which took place before 

2012 legally implausible. 

8. This presents an insurmountable legal barrier against the registration of historical child 

sexual offences which took place before 2012. 

 Reforming POCSO Act 

1. There is an urgent need to reform and revise our laws to account for various developments 

such as historical reporting of child sexual abuse. 

2. One of the major drawbacks of delayed reporting is the lack of evidence to advance 

prosecution. 

3. It is believed that there would be less than 5% chance for gathering direct physical and 

medical evidence in such cases. 

4. India, in particular, suffers from a lack of procedural guidance as to how to prosecute 

historical cases of child sexual abuse. 

5. In contrast, the U.K. has issued detailed Guidelines on Prosecuting Cases of Child Sexual 

Abuse under the Sexual Offences Act of 2003 to assist the police in such cases. 

6. Also, in 2018, an online petition based on the plea of a child sexual abuse survivor gathered 

tremendous support. The survivor-petitioner, Purnima Govindarajulu, had unsuccessfully tried to 

register a complaint against her abuser after a delay of more than 40 years. 

7. After having failed to get traction with the police, she had launched an online campaign to 

raise awareness. 

8. Consequently, the Union Ministry of Law and Justice, at the request of the then Minister for 

Women and Child Development, clarified that no time limit shall apply for POCSO cases. 

9. Though this was a welcome clarification and would help strengthen the POCSO 

jurisprudence, it still fails to address the plight of children who were victims of sexual abuse before 

2012. 

Conclusion 

At the very least, the Union government must frame guidelines to direct effective and purposeful 

prosecution in cases which are not covered by the POCSO. It is found that children have 

accommodation syndrome where the child keeps the abuse as a secret because of the fear that no 

one will believe the abuse, which leads to accommodative behaviour. There is an urgent need to 

protect children from such sexual predation where it becomes natural to the child until 

comprehension dawns. 
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Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services 

relating to Health, Education, Human Resources. 

Discuss the factors responsible for the poor mental health of young population amidst 

pandemic and suggest solutions to address the same. (250 words) 
Reference: Indian Express 

Introduction 

Needless to say, the pandemic and consequent lockdown have had a profound impact on mental 

health and well-being, especially among the youth. Adults across the world, including India, are 

reporting a four-fold increase in anxiety and depressive symptoms. 

Body 

Poor mental health of youth amidst pandemic: Reasons 

1. Government policies: Policies of social distancing, quarantines, travel restrictions, and 

cancellations of schools and large gatherings has sparked perpetual fear, panic, anxiety, confusion, 

anger and depression. People are afraid of infection, dying, and losing family members. 

2. Economic factors: The pandemic has severely hit the business cycles and economy. People 

mainly in the unorganised sector are under constant fear of losing their businesses, jobs, or savings 

which has spiked the frustration, anxiety, distress level amongst them. 

3. Stigma against health care workers, people who tested positive, elderly and people with 

existing health conditions. 

4. Children and adolescents are exacerbated by family stress, social isolation, with some facing 

increased abuse, disrupted education and uncertainty about their futures. 

5. Women: As per a survey recorded by UN, 66% of Indian women reported being stressed due 

to additional duties of caregiving such as home-schooling and taking care of older relatives along 

with increased cases of violence towards them. 

6. Role of media: With repeated media images of severely ill people, dead bodies and coffins, 

frequent misinformation and rumours about the virus, people are developing knowledge that they 

may not have the opportunity to say goodbye to dying loved ones and may not be able to hold 

funerals for them. 

7. Limited access to mental health care services: India’s formal mental health system, has a 

limited number of specialists; 9,000 psychiatrists for 1.3 billion people. This access has now been 

further diminished due to COVID-19 as it has disrupted services throughout the country adversely 

affecting persons with pre-existing mental health issues. 

8. Mental health and psychosocial support delivered at the community level have also been 

critically impacted. For instance, groups, associations and community-based initiatives that used to 

bring people together regularly (e.g., senior citizens clubs, youth groups etc.) offering social support, 

meaning and a sense of belonging — have not been able to meet for several months. 

Solutions to address the same 
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1. MoHFW also issued Guidelines “Minding our minds during the COVID-19” to deal with 

mental health issues. 

2. Manodarpan, an initiative by Ministry of Human Resource Development as part of Atma 

Nirbhar Bharat Abhiyan, to provide psychological support and counselling to students, teachers and 

families for mental health and emotional well-being. 

3. Investing in mental health: According to estimates, Rs 93,000 crore will be needed to 

implement MHCA, 2017. This could come from the PM Cares Fund, corporate social responsibility 

initiatives, private equity, and perhaps, a new national lottery. 

4. Digitally-mediated therapy and telepsychiatry should be scaled up. For eg- NIMHANS runs a 

successful telepsychiatry intervention in Karnataka. 

5. Mental health startups and innovations that tap technologies like artificial intelligence, 

machine learning and chatbots must be promoted for increasing awareness and access of services. 

6. Building resilience amongst adolescents and young children: A systemic approach is needed 

to build the demand for mental wellbeing, just as we broadly introduced sports into schools in the 

late 1990s. For this, Rashtriya Kishor Swasthya Karyakram (National Adolescent Health) programme 

has been reconfigured to include outreach by counsellors, facility-based counselling, social and 

behavioural change 

Conclusion 

Sustaining and strengthening mental health services and programmes must be a priority to address 

current and future mental health needs and help prevent a rise in mental ill health in the future. 

Large public engagement campaign is needed to increase help-seeking that is also supported by 

state governments, and endorsed by influential people. Mainstream media and social media giants 

can be roped in to create and spread awareness. 

Discuss the concept of “One health Approach” and analyse it’s significance in handling 

zoonotic diseases. (250 words) 
Reference:  The Hindu 
Why the question: 
The article brings to us the concept of “One health Approach”. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss the concept of “One health Approach” and analyse its significance in handling zoonotic 
diseases. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with what is “One health Approach”. 
Body: 
One Health is a collaborative, multispectral, and trans disciplinary approach — working at the local, 
regional, national, and global levels — with the goal of achieving optimal health outcomes 
recognizing the interconnection between people, animals, plants, and their shared environment. 
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Studies indicate that more than two-thirds of existing and emerging infectious diseases are zoonotic, 
or can be transferred between animals and humans, and vice versa, when the pathogen in question 
originates in any life form but circumvents the species barrier. 
Analyse its significance in handling zoonotic diseases. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
Introduction 

The term ‘One Health’ was first used in 2003– 2004, in association with the emergence of severe 

acute respiratory disease (SARS) in early 2003 and subsequently by the spread of highly pathogenic 

avian influenza H5N1, and by the series of strategic goals known as the ‘Manhattan Principles’. 

Body 

 

One Health Approach 

1. It is a collaborative, multisectoral, and transdisciplinary approach — working at the local, 

regional, national, and global levels — with the goal of achieving optimal health outcomes 

recognizing the interconnection between people, animals, plants, and their shared environment. 

2. Successful public health interventions require the cooperation of Professionals in human 

health (doctors, nurses, public health practitioners, epidemiologists), animal health (veterinarians, 

paraprofessionals, agricultural workers), environment (ecologists, wildlife experts) along with other 

relevant players including law enforcement agencies, policymakers, agriculture, communities, and 

even pet owners. 

3. One Health issues include zoonotic diseases, antimicrobial resistance, food safety and food 

security, vector-borne diseases, environmental contamination, and other health threats shared by 

people, animals, and the environment. 

Relevance of One Health Approach 
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In recent times, many factors have changed interactions between people, animals, plants, and our 

environment and have led to the spread of existing or known (endemic) and new or emerging 

zoonotic diseases: 

1. Climate and land use change: The earth has experienced changes in climate and land use, 

such as deforestation and intensive farming practices. 

2. Disruptions in environmental conditions and habitats can provide new opportunities for 

diseases to pass to animals. 

3. Animals also share our susceptibility to some diseases and environmental hazards. Because 

of this, they can sometimes serve as early warning signs of potential human illness. 

4. For example, birds often die of West Nile virus before people in the same area get sick with 

West Nile virus infection. 

5. Geographic expansion of human habitats: Human populations are growing and expanding 

into new geographic areas. As a result, more people live in close contact with wild and domestic 

animals, both livestock and pets. 

6. Role of animals: Animals play an important role in our lives, whether for food, fiber, 

livelihoods, travel, sport, education, or companionship. 

1. Close contact with animals and their environments provides more opportunities for diseases 

to pass between animals and people. 

2. As per the studies, 60% of known human infectious diseases have their source in animals 

(whether domestic or wild). 

7. Increased global interactions: International travel and trade has led to the unprecedented 

flow of commodities, people and animals. This gives pathogens of all kinds of opportunities to 

spread and multiply around the world. 

Way Forward 

1. Scientists have observed that there are more than 1.7 million viruses circulating in wildlife, 

and many of them are likely to be zoonotic, which implies that unless there is timely detection, India 

risks facing many more pandemics in times to come. 

2. To achieve targets under the ‘One Health’ vision, efforts are ongoing to address challenges 

pertaining to veterinary manpower shortages, the lack of information sharing between human and 

animal health institutions, and inadequate coordination on food safety at slaughter, distribution, and 

retail facilities. 

3. These issues can be remedied by consolidating existing animal health and disease 

surveillance systems — e.g., the Information Network for Animal Productivity and Health, and the 

National Animal Disease Reporting System — developing best-practice guidelines for informal 

market and slaughterhouse operation (e.g., inspections, disease prevalence assessments), and 

creating mechanisms to operationalise ‘One Health’ at every stage down to the village level. 

Now, as we battle yet another wave of a deadly zoonotic disease (COVID-19), awareness generation, 

and increased investments toward meeting ‘One Health’ targets is the need of the hour. 
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Discuss the problems and prospects of a possible National Health Services in the 

country. (250 words) 
Reference:  The Hindu 
Why the question: 
The article narrates the idea of a possible national health service in India. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss the problems and prospects of a possible National Health Services in the country. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start by highlighting the tremendous stress health sector in the country is facing to owing to the 
pandemic.   
Body: 
In effect, COVID-19 may bring about serious consideration of an Indian national health service. 
Discuss how the idea of National health services is not new to India. 
Take hints from the article and bring out the problems and prospects of such an idea. India now faces 
a very serious health crisis, possibly the worst since Independence. By all accounts, several areas of 
the Indian healthcare provision are under severe strain 
Discuss efforts of the government in this direction. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
Introduction 

The current surge in COVID-19 infections has exposed problems amounting to near-chaos 

throughout Indian healthcare, even if the pandemic has also brought to light Herculean attempts by 

medical staff, patients’ families, and governments to try and cope with what has been called a 

tsunami, one which is rapidly getting worse. In this backdrop, India must explore National Health 

Services in the country. 

Body 

Current crisis in India’s healthcare 

1. While those involved in the clinical response are clearly doing their often-desperate best — 

care staff are at high risk of contracting COVID-19 — the Central and State governments are now 

coordinating measures within and across their respective jurisdictions. 

2. For example, the railways are running special trains carrying oxygen supplies, and the 

military is also involved in supply chains. 

3. The Karnataka government has ordered private hospitals above a certain size to reserve 75% 

of their beds for COVID-19 patients who will be paid for under a public scheme. 

4. Other States have taken similar measures. The Supreme Court has, suo motu, called for a 

national plan to deliver oxygen and vaccines. 

5. The responses to the worsening COVID-19 crisis are, nevertheless, not free of tensions. 

Some private healthcare providers have objected to public authorities’ orders on widened patient 
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access, and the Supreme Court’s call for a national supply plan has been publicly criticised in the 

political sphere. 

6. Some of the problems have occurred on previous occasions. At least one private hospital 

chain has lost a court action over its failure to treat a government-specified quota of poorer 

patients; the quota was a condition of help with land allocation to build a hospital. 

Prospects of National Health Service 

1. Britain’s experience with NHS has been very encouraging. 

2. The result is a mighty achievement in public policy, politics, and the provision of top-class 

universal healthcare, including training, research, and changing engagement with the public as 

society changes. 

3. The service is funded entirely from general taxation. The budget includes payment to 

general practitioners, most of whom remain private providers but are paid by the state for treating 

NHS patients. 

4. Items listed in general practitioners’ prescriptions incur no charges in the devolved regions 

of Scotland, Wales, and Northern Ireland, and in practice only a proportion of patients in England 

have to pay for prescription items. 

5. All hospital treatment and medicines are free, as are outpatient and follow-up 

appointments. 

6. The British public share the costs through their taxes, and almost without exception receive 

treatment solely according to their clinical needs. 

7. With about 1.1 million staff, the NHS is the largest employer in the U.K. Its current budget is 

about 7.6% of GDP, but despite its size and scale, it provides highly localised access to care. 

Problems in adopting the model 

1. Among the many problems, are the largely unintended inequalities in the time and attention 

given to patients of different social classes (this discovery resulted in substantial changes), huge and 

frequent reorganisations imposed by Central government, and often ideologically driven 

underfunding. 

2. Nevertheless, many senior hospital consultants who were opposed to a public health service 

when the NHS started have declared unreserved support for it in at least one national conference 

resolution. 

3. India’s tax collection however is not robust. With cutting down of corporate taxes, this will 

place more burden on the government. 

4. There is a problem of multiplicity of schemes in India. Especially Centre and States have their 

own agenda with political underpinnings. 

5. Rajya Sabha must endorse such a service and states won’t agree to this, calling is as 

usurpation of their powers. 

6. India now faces a very serious health crisis, possibly the worst since Independence. By all 

accounts, several areas of the Indian healthcare provision are under severe strain. 
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Conclusion 

The precise structure envisaged may need some adaptation for today’s society and conditions but 

dealing effectively with the pandemic may require much more than creation of a service. 

Immediately India must ramp up its health infrastructure and increase the spending over 1.2% of 

GDP. 

The urgency to save lives in the pandemic is pushing doctors to prescribe a mix of 

drugs, which may drive the world into the hidden pandemic of Anti-Microbial 

resistance. Critically examine. (250 words ) 
Reference:  The Wire 
Why the question: 
Amidst the threats posed by Pandemic the article brings to us the greater threats of antimicrobial 
resistance. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss the nuances of hidden pandemic of Anti-Microbial resistance. 
Directive: 
Critically examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we have to look into the topic (content words) in 
detail, inspect it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. 
While doing so we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
When ‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the 
topic and give a fair judgment. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with what AMR is. 
Body: 
Explain that Doctors would ideally adhere to the clinical-management protocols, but the high flow of 
patients who may deteriorate and need hospital admissions, is compelling doctors to mount a pre-
emptive attack against the virus. 
So, doctors are prescribing medicines like multivitamins, anti-allergens, asthma drugs, anti-
hypertensive, anti-nausea drugs, and anti-cholesterol drugs. Even drugs which may not have gone 
through a robust approval process for use in Covid-19 treatment also feature on the list. 
Explain what are Superbugs and Anti-Microbial resistance. 
Discuss in what way the response to Covid-19 is Shaping Antibiotic Resistance or AMR. 
Suggest and discuss steps that have been taken to prevent or reduce AMR. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
Introduction 

Healthcare systems across the world have been stretched thin by the unprecedented demands that 

the COVID-19 pandemic has exerted. Once again, India has found itself at a critical juncture in its 

fight against the virus as it battles a second wave of infections. While efforts are doubled up, it is 

crucial to assess the impact of these response measures on antimicrobial resistance (AMR). AMR – 

the development of antimicrobial resistant capacities in infection causing pathogens – has been 

widely recognised as one of the most serious health threats and will likely cause the next pandemic. 

Body 

Antimicrobial resistance (AMR) is the ability of a microorganism (like bacteria, viruses, and some 

parasites) to stop an antimicrobial (such as antibiotics, antivirals and antimalarials) from working 
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against it. As a result, standard treatments become ineffective, infections persist and may spread to 

others. 

Pandemic and Antimicrobial resistance 

1. Beyond the ongoing pandemic as well, indiscriminate prescription of antibiotics by 

healthcare professionals and their availability without prescriptions from pharmacies, in the absence 

of accurate diagnostic tests, plays a significant role in increasing antibiotic resistance. 

2. It is well documented from studies carried out in India that antibiotics are prescribed the 

most for treating upper-tract respiratory infections which are most of the time of viral aetiology, are 

self-limiting and do not require treatment with antibiotics. 

Other causes of antimicrobial resistance 

1. Antibiotic resistance occurs naturally, but misuse of antibiotics in humans and animals is 

accelerating the process. Poor infection prevention and control further accelerate it. 

2. While in humans’ antibiotics are primarily used for treating patients, they are used as 

growth promoters in animals, often because they offer economic shortcuts that can replace hygienic 

practices. 

3. In their quest for survival and propagation, common bugs develop a variety of 

mechanisms to develop antimicrobial resistance (AMR). 

4. The indiscriminate use of antibiotics is the greatest driver in selection and propagation of 

resistant bugs. It has the potential to make fatal even minor infections. 

5. Wrong diagnosis: Doctors sometimes prescribe antimicrobials “just in case,” or they 

prescribe broad-spectrum antimicrobials when a specific drug would be more suitable. Using these 

medications in this way increases the risk of AMR. 

6. Inappropriate use: If a person does not complete a course of antimicrobial drugs, some 

microbes may survive and develop resistance to the drug. Also antibiotics recommended by quacks 

or pharmacist contribute to magnify the issue. 

Measures being taken 

1. The World Health Organization is also coordinating a global campaign “Handle with 

care” to raise awareness and encourage best practices for antibiotic use. 

2. In India, the government has launched a National Action Plan on Antimicrobial Resistance 

(NAP-AMR) as well. 

3. India’s NAP- National Action Plan to combat Antimicrobial Resistance goes hand in hand with 

the World Health Organization’s Global Action Plan (GAP) for AMR. 

4. The Union health ministry’s Anti-Microbial Resistance awareness campaign urges people not 

to use medicines marked with a red vertical line, including antibiotics, without a doctor’s 

prescription. 

5. In 2012, India’s medical societies adopted the Chennai Declaration, a set of national 

recommendations to promote antibiotic stewardship. 
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6. The government has also capped the maximum levels of drugs that can be used for growth 

promotion in meat and meat products. 

7. On July 19, 2019, the Central Government banned the manufacture, sale and distribution of 

Colistin and its formulations for food producing animals, poultry, aqua farming and animal feed 

supplements with immediate effect to prevent AMR. 

Conclusion 

While expanding the scope of antimicrobial stewardship to the entire health sector, stewardship 

programs should also be adopted quickly and voluntarily across sectors to encourage responsible 

practices. At a time that infectious diseases have shown their might, we need systems in place that 

recognise early warnings and respond effectively through sustainable practices and collaboration. 

The privacy of students who use EdTech apps for learning is at risk, In this context 

discuss the concerns associated while explaining the need of ethical policy to address 

it. (250 words) 
Reference:  The Hindu 
Why the question: 
The editorial explains how the privacy of students who use EdTech apps for learning is at risk. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss in detail the risks involved in using EdTech apps by students and explain the need to have an 
ethical policy to address it. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Briefly explain the background of the question. 
Body: 
Due to the Pandemic, online education has replaced conventional classroom instruction, leading to 
the high popularity of EdTech apps due to their ability to customize learning to every student in the 
system. Changing role of teachers: Forced to become facilitators in learning rather than content 
providers. 
Discuss the risks in the usage of EdTech apps – privacy concerns, scope for intrusions, violation of 
ethical rules, risks of manipulation etc. 
Explain the need to have ethical policies to address the issues involved. 
Conclusion: 
EdTech companies would have to be encouraged to comply in the interest of a healthier learning 
ecosystem. 
Introduction 

Since the onset of the pandemic, online education has replaced conventional classroom instruction. 

The lack of a regulatory framework in India along the lines of the General Data Protection Regulation 

(GDPR) in Europe could impinge on the privacy of students who now use educational technology 

(EdTech) apps for learning. 

Body 

Data collection by EdTech Apps 
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1. To perform the process of learning customisation, the apps collect large quantities of data 

from the learners through the gadgets that the students use. 

2. These data are analysed in minute detail to customise learning and design future versions of 

the app. 

3. The latest mobile phones and hand-held devices have a range of sensors like GPS, 

gyroscope, accelerometer, magnetometer and biometric sensors apart from the camera and 

microphones. 

4. These provide data about the learner’s surroundings along with intimate data like the 

emotions and attitudes experienced and expressed via facial expressions and body temperature 

changes. 

5. In short, the app and device have access to the private spaces of the learner that one would 

not normally have access to. 

6. In the EdTech industry, where investments are pouring in, researchers and app developers 

are being pushed to be as intrusive as possible. 

Issues in usage of Edtech apps 

1. Children use these apps without parent or adult supervision. Intrusion of privacy can happen 

unnoticed. 

2. The concept of informed consent is not meaningful since there are no proper primers to 

explain to stakeholders the intricacies in layperson terms. 

3. Further, there is no option to stop using the app without some repercussions. 

4. Since India does not have protection equivalent to the GDPR, private data collected by an 

EdTech company can be misused or sold to other companies with no oversight or protection. 

5. It is prudent to remember the 2014 study titled ‘Experimental evidence of massive-scale 

emotional contagion through social networks’, wherein Facebook manipulated the emotions of 

7,00,000 users by changing the type of posts that were shown to the user. 

6. These instances necessitates the need for regulation of Edtech aps, especially those that 

deal with children and tutoring them. 

 Conclusion 

Given these realities, it is necessary to formulate an ethics policy for EdTech companies through the 

active participation of educators, researchers, parents, learners and industry experts. Such a policy 

draft should be circulated both online and offline for discussions and criticism. Issues of fairness, 

safety, confidentiality and anonymity of the user would have to be dealt with. EdTech companies 

would have to be encouraged to comply in the interest of a healthier learning ecosystem. 

Explain the challenges facing medical education in India. Is the value-added role of the 

private sector in medical education a befitting response to these concerns? (250 

words) 
Reference:  The Hindu 
Why the question: 
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The article highlights the issue of shortage of doctors in India and issues with the involvement of 
private sector in it. Thus the question. 
Key Demand of the question: 
One must discuss the challenges facing medical education in India and examine if the improved role 
of the private sector in medical education an answer to these challenges. 
Directive: 
Explain – Clarify the topic by giving a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the 
particular context. You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with 
relevant associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with current context of shortage of medical hands in the country. 
Body: 
Explain first the shortage of health workers in India. The serious shortage of health workers, 
especially doctors, in some northern States is a major impediment for achieving the health-related 
Sustainable Development Goals. The workforce crisis has been aggravated by the imbalances within 
the country. 
For instance, the doctor-population ratio in northern States is far short of the required norm, while 
the southern States, barring Telangana, have enough doctors in possession. 
Discuss the possible role that private sector participation would play. To meet the significant shortfall 
of qualified doctors in northern States, scaling up of medical education is warranted. 
However, the NITI Aayog’s proposal of allowing private entities to take over district hospitals for 
converting them into teaching hospitals with at least 150 MBBS seats, may sound attractive but 
there are reasons to be deeply concerned. 
Through the implementation of such a policy, the private sector in medical education will be 
encouraged. 
Debate if PPP is an answer. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
Introduction 

The serious shortage of health workers, especially doctors, in some northern States is a major 

impediment for achieving the health-related Sustainable Development Goals. Health workers are 

critical not just for the functioning of health systems but also for the preparedness of health systems 

in preventing, detecting and responding to threats posed by diseases such as COVID-19. 

This shows the inherent issues in medical education in India. 

Body 

Challenges facing medical education in India 

1. Inter-state and intra-state inequality in the distribution of manpower and resources: There 

is a huge disparity in availability of opportunities for students across states. 2010 report by MHRD 

had stated that four states – Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Maharashtra and Tamil Nadu – account for 

1.3 lakh out of 2.4 lakh medical seats across India. 

2. There is also a glaring rural-urban disparity in both availabilities of health care and colleges. 

3. A blanket standard for starting a medical college leads to neglect of states like Arunachal 

Pradesh, Mizoram, Nagaland etc. and rural areas. 
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4. Amidst this situation, new medical colleges can bring in uniformity of access across sates and 

fill the demand-supply gap. 

5. MCI regulations prevent experienced MBBS doctors from carrying out procedures like 

cesareans and ultrasound tests. Experienced nurses are barred from administering anaesthesia. This 

leads to failure of utilizing the experienced manpower to increase the service delivery. 

6. Another casualty of the Super-specialty craze is Research and teaching, as no one is choosing 

research or teaching as their preferred career. 

Can private participating alleviate the concerns? 

1. To meet the significant shortfall of qualified doctors in northern States, scaling up of medical 

education is warranted. 

2. However, the NITI Aayog’s proposal of allowing private entities to take over district hospitals 

for converting them into teaching hospitals with at least 150 MBBS seats, may sound attractive but 

there are reasons to be deeply concerned. 

3. Through the implementation of such a policy, the private sector in medical education will be 

encouraged. 

4. It will also directly aid the corporatisation processes of healthcare provisioning while the 

under-resourced public health system will be a collateral damage. 

5. District hospitals are considered as the last resort for the poor. 

6. The corporatisation will make the services very costly and exclude them from getting care. 

7. Even from the perspective of producing more doctors to meet the shortages in under-served 

areas, this is unlikely to yield the desired result. 

8. Private players treat medical education as a business. 

9. Additionally, the medical graduates trained in such private sector ‘managed’ medical 

colleges will prefer to find employment in corporate hospitals and not in rural areas to regain their 

investment. 

10. Further, this proposal is not aligned with India’s national health policy goals like achieving 

universal health care and health equity. 

11. Instead, it will widen health inequalities further. 

 Conclusion 

There should be a substantial step-up in public investment in medical education. 

By establishing new medical colleges, the government can increase student intake as well as 

enhance equitable access to medical education. Besides, it must allocate adequate financial 

resources to strengthen the overall capacity of existing medical colleges to enrich student learning 

and improve output. 
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What kind of practices need to be adopted to develop a robust pandemic response? 

Examine the pandemic preparedness and discuss both short-term and long term 

measures. (250 words) 
Reference:  nationalheraldindia.com 
Why the question: 
An Independent Panel for Pandemic Preparedness and Response was formed by the WHO last year to 
examine the pandemic preparedness prior to Covid 19, the cause and circumstances leading to the 
Covid 19 outbreak and the response to the disease nationally, regionally, and globally. 
Key Demand of the question: 
What kind of practices need to be adopted to develop a robust pandemic response? Examine the 
pandemic preparedness and discuss both short-term and long term measures. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with brief background of the question. 
Body: 
The answer body must have the following aspects covered: 
Present first the problems in the global pandemic response such as – Disjointed and limited pandemic 
preparedness, Absence of a fast response of the international alert system, uncoordinated approach 
in some countries, inequalities etc. 
Then move on to discuss what kind of practices need to be adopted to develop a robust pandemic 
response? 
Discuss what the short-term and long term measures are that can be taken up globally to deal with 
the pandemic. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with solutions to address the issue. 
Introduction 

The scale of the coronavirus pandemic could have been prevented, an independent global panel has 

said. A “toxic cocktail” of waiting and poor coordination cost many people their lives. The second 

wave is ravaging lives in India. 

Body 

Pandemic response in India: Shortcomings 

1. Variants: A combination of a large asymptomatic population and the presence of more 

infectious variants (B1.617) of the virus during the second wave, which is much steeper than the first 

wave. 

1. For instance, the UK strain detected in a significant proportion during genome surveillance in 

Delhi and Punjab, has shown a 50% higher transmission, according to the US Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention (CDC). 

2. The L452R mutation found in the variant B1.671, first detected in India, too has been 

associated with increased infectivity. 
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2. Containment zone: Second, in the current wave, the marking of containment zone has been 

less strict. In cities, the government has asked civil authorities to adopt micro-containment: with 

perhaps just a floor or a house defined as a containment zone. 

3. Healthcare infrastructure shortage: Shortage of beds, oxygen, remdesivir became steeper 

with patients dying due to crumbling healthcare infrastructure. Black marketing, hoarding and 

profiteering became bane to the poor. 

4. Protocol Fatigue: When cases started declining, people just broke out of the protocol of 

wearing a face mask, washing hands regularly and maintaining social-physical distance. 

0. Gatherings began becoming large particularly January 2021 onwards. 

1. Rules were relaxed. Penalties were not enforced. The pattern was seen across the 

country allowing the novel coronavirus to create a second and possibly stronger 

wave. 

5. Mixed Signal from Government: The queues outside polling booths and gatherings at the 

election rallies of all the parties defied Covid-19 protocol. This sent a confusing message to the 

public and also the grassroots-level functionaries of the government. It weakened the vigil against 

the pandemic. 

6. Urban Mobility: India has recorded over 1.2 crore cases of Covid-19 yet the pandemic is still 

mostly concentrated around cities, especially the bigger cities. These cities have greater mobility 

giving more opportunities for the virus to spread from one person to another when the guard is 

lowered. 

Short term and long term measures needed 

1. There are only two ways of getting immunity from the virus, one is getting infected, and the 

other is via a vaccine therefore it is important to fast track the vaccine programme across the 

country, but testing is equally important. 

2. The number of tests must go up again and contact tracing, ideally 20 persons for every case, 

should be taken up intently. 

3. Decentralise the response to district level. Knowledge of existing and evolving local 

conditions matters, for the design and the delivery of an effective response. Local data gathering and 

analysis provide real time intelligence for rapid response. 

4. Local community networks are important channels for information dissemination and for 

partnering the administration in implementation. 

5. We need consultative policymaking at the national level, inter-departmental planning at the 

State level and data-driven decentralised decision making for situation adaptive implementation at 

the district level. 

6. The district collector must coordinate health-care services across all facilities in the district 

and be empowered to commandeer hospitals, hotels and transport facilities as needed. 

7. Prevent super spreader events and mandate masks. Testing numbers are again being 

projected as the best measure of an efficient and effective response. This is incorrect. 
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8. While tests are indeed an important component of the strategy, we cannot test 

asymptomatically infected persons and mildly symptomatic persons who do not report themselves. 

9. These constitute a very large number at any time, as we know from antibody surveys. 

10. We cannot randomly and repeatedly test large proportions of the population to detect virus 

presence in such potentially infective persons. 

11. Masks, if worn well and regularly in public and even in indoor gatherings, will greatly reduce 

risk of transmission from any infected person, known or unknown. 

12. Even the more infectious variants will be blocked by effective masks, even where physical 

distancing is not possible. 

Conclusion 

Nonetheless, as India aims to inoculate more and more people it is imperative to ramp up vaccine 

production. It is important for the government, therefore, to come up with rational activity curbs, 

keep them stable and incentivise people, including through financial rewards. These initiatives can 

lower the perception of lost opportunities and compensate workers in the affected sectors such as 

the travel, food and hospitality industries. This road map can be reviewed when vaccines become 

widely available and cases decline, although a return to a carefree past is a long way off. Political 

communication on the state of the pandemic lacked a clear sense of purpose during festivals and 

poll campaigns. Now, the COVID-19 strategy can avert costly partial or full lockdowns only with 

public cooperation, and that calls for building credibility and trust. 

Critically analyse the right to the life situation in India amidst the pandemic. (250 

words) 
Reference:  The Hindu 
Why the question: 
The article presents a critical analysis of the right to the life situation in India amidst the pandemic. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Critically analyse the right to the life situation in India amidst the pandemic. 
Directive: 
Critically analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or nature 
of the topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. When 
‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the topic and 
give a fair judgment. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with highlighting the multiple impacts of the pandemic on livelihoods. 
Body: 
Explain how the pandemic has led to – A health emergency more ferocious than any in independent 
India. Massive job losses significantly increased mass hunger and worsening nutrition. Discuss how it 
has led to a dire account of a humanitarian crisis in India. 
Then explain how it is an example of violation of right to life? – Limited court intervention, Violation 
of right to life in vaccine policy, precarious situation in the informal sector, Lack of significant fiscal 
package etc. 
Conclusion: 
Suggest solutions and conclude by urgent measures to prioritise the right to life. 
Introduction 
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The majority of India’s working population is today reeling from the impact of multiple crises: a 

health emergency more ferocious than any in independent India; massive job losses and dramatic 

declines in incomes from work; and significantly increased mass hunger and worsening nutrition. 

Body 

Humanitarian crisis in India amidst the Pandemic 

Issue of Right to life 

1. The most brazen violation of the right to life by the state at present is its vaccine policy. 

Being vaccinated against COVID-19 is essential for defending one’s right to life; and since the state 

must respect everyone’s right to life, it must make the vaccine equally available to all irrespective of 

the recipient’s capacity to pay. 

2. In many other countries, including the most privatised medical systems like the U.S., 

vaccines are being distributed free to all the people. 

3. India is making people (aged 18-45 years) pay to be administered these vaccines in private 

clinics — an obscene and counterproductive strategy to deal with a pandemic. 

4. The lack of consideration for lives is matched by callousness about the loss of livelihood that 

has come about during the second wave. 

5. At least 90% of workers are informal, with no legal or social protection, denied adequate 

compensation over the past year of lockdowns, restrictions and economic distress. 

6. But there is hardly any public outcry about the plight of the nearly one billion people whose 

lives depend on informal activities, and policymakers, especially at the national level, have 

completely abandoned them. 

7. The consequences of inaction are going to be dire and long-lasting, not just for people 

experiencing untold suffering, but for the country and the future economic trajectory. 

Need of the hour 

1. Cash transfers to the millions of the labouring poor, will shield them from slipping deeper 

into hunger and joblessness and also spur growth, because all of this would be spent for simple, 

domestically produced goods. 

2. Therefore, the ‘multiplier’ effects of this public expenditure would have been much higher 

than if spent on infrastructure projects. 

3. Free rations and meals, as mandated by the Supreme Court, though beneficial, have very 

little expansionary effect on the economy, since the bulk of the commodities required come from 

decumulation of existing stocks of food grains. 

4. Thus, both the need to provide relief and the imperative to revive the economy demand that 

a monthly cash transfer, of about ₹7,000 per family (the rough equivalent of minimum wages), be 

made to people, over and above the provision of free meals and rations. 

5. What the state needs to do urgently is to take a range of measures that prioritise the right to 

life, which also remains the surest way of initiating assured (and equitable) economic recovery 

today. 
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6. Among them are enabling expanded production and central procurement of COVID-19 

vaccines, and distribution to States for free immunisation to all. 

7. Universal access to free food grains of 5 kg per month to all those who require it for the next 

six months; cash transfers of ₹7,000 per household for at least three months to those without 

regular formal employment. 

8. Increased resources to the Integrated Child Development Services to enable revival and 

expansion of their programmes; making the MGNREGS purely demand-driven, with no ceilings on 

the number of days or the number of beneficiaries per household; and covering urban India with a 

parallel scheme that would also cater to the educated unemployed. 

Conclusion 

Government must consider levying a wealth tax on the top 1% of households. This would mobilise 

the resources needed to fight the impact of pandemic and help in the welfare of the most 

downtrodden and those victimised by the economic burden of covid-19.  

By emphasizing the key factors leading to brain drain in health care sector, deliberate 

the need for long term solutions to manage human resources in Indian health care 

sector. (250 words) 
Reference:  Indian Express 
Why the question: 
The question is based on the article – “Stemming the India’s health worker brain drain”. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss the issue of Brain drain with health care sector of the country and need to urgently address it 
with long term solutions. 
Directive: 
Deliberate – Weigh up to what extent something is true. Persuade the reader of your argument by 
citing relevant research but also remember to point out any flaws and counter- arguments as well. 
Conclude by stating clearly how far you agree with the original proposition. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
As per OECD data, around 69,000 Indian trained doctors worked in the UK, US, Canada and Australia 
in 2017. In these four countries, 56,000 Indian-trained nurses were working in the same year. There is 
also large-scale migration of health workers. 
Body: 
Explain the case of Brain drain in detail – While there are strong pull factors associated with the 
migration of healthcare workers, in terms of higher pay and better opportunities in the destination 
countries, one cannot deny the strong push factors that often drive these workers to migrate abroad. 
Discuss the factors responsible in detail and the role of government in preventing the brain drain. 
The government’s policies to check brain drain are restrictive in nature and do not give us a real long-
term solution to the problem. We require systematic changes that could range from increased 
investment in health infrastructure, ensuring decent pay to workers and building an overall 
environment that could prove to be beneficial for them and motivate them to stay in the country. 
Conclusion: 
Suggest what needs to be done, the role of government to prevent the prevalent conditions and put a 
full stop on the brain drain of the health workers. 
Introduction 
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For several decades, India has been a major exporter of healthcare workers to developed nations 

particularly to the Gulf Cooperation Council countries, Europe and other English-speaking countries. 

And this is part of the reason for the shortage in nurses and doctors. As per government reports, 

India has 1.7 nurses per 1,000 population and a doctor to patient ratio of 1:1,404 — this is well 

below the WHO norm of three nurses per 1,000 population and a doctor to patient ratio of 1:1,100. 

Body 

Facts and figures 

1. As per OECD data, around 69,000 Indian trained doctors worked in the UK, US, Canada and 

Australia in 2017. 

2. In these four countries, 56,000 Indian-trained nurses were working in the same year. 

3. There is also large-scale migration of health workers to the GCC countries but there is a lack 

of credible data on the stock of such workers in these nations. 

4. There is no real-time data on high-skilled migration from India as in the case of low-skilled 

and semi-skilled migration. 

Reasons for brain drain in India 

1. Resident Doctors are overworked and not paid: Those doing their MD, DM are made to 

work more than 90 hours a week. They are either paid a token stipend of less than 50,000 per month 

which in no way compensates for their stress and pressure. 

2. For these reasons, those who finish their MBBS, set out to find better opportunities in the 

UK, USA and Europe. 

3. There are strong pull factors associated with the migration of healthcare workers, in terms 

of higher pay and better opportunities in the destination countries. 

4. The UK has granted free one-year visa extensions to eligible overseas healthcare workers 

and their dependents whose visas were due to expire before October 2021. 

5. France has offered citizenship to frontline immigrant healthcare workers during the 

pandemic. 

6. However, there are strong push factors that often drive these workers to migrate abroad. 

7. The low wages in private sector outfits along with reduced opportunities in the public sector 

plays a big role in them seeking employment opportunities outside the country. 

8. The lack of government investment in healthcare and delayed appointments to public health 

institutions act as a catalyst for such migration. 

Measures to stop brain drain in India 

1. Over the years, the government has taken measures to check the brain drain of healthcare 

workers with little or no success. 

2. In 2014, it stopped issuing No Objection to Return to India (NORI) certificates to doctors 

migrating to the US. 
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3. The NORI certificate is a US government requirement for doctors who migrate to America on 

a J1 visa and seek to extend their stay beyond three years. 

4. The non-issuance of the NORI would ensure that the doctors will have to return to India at 

the end of the three-year period. 

5. The government has included nurses in the Emigration Check Required (ECR) category. 

6. This move was taken to bring about transparency in nursing recruitment and reduce the 

exploitation of nurses in the destination countries. 

7. The government’s policies to check brain drain are restrictive in nature and do not give us a 

real long-term solution to the problem. 

Way Forward 

1. We require systematic changes that could range from increased investment in health 

infrastructure, ensuring decent pay to workers and building an overall environment to motivate 

them to stay in the country. 

2. The government should focus on framing policies that promote circular migration and 

return migration — policies that incentivise healthcare workers to return home after the completion 

of their training or studies. 

3. It could also work towards framing bilateral agreements that could help shape a policy of 

“brain-share” between the sending and receiving countries. 

4. The 2020 Human Development Report shows that India has five hospital beds per 10,000 

people — one of the lowest in the world. 

5. Increased investment in healthcare, especially in the public sector, is thus the need of the 

hour. 

6. This would, in turn, increase employment opportunities for health workers. 

 The barb in COVID cases and the following lockdowns has led to Job losses and 

created an unemployment Crisis. Explain with examples the initiatives taken by the 

Governments to recompense wage losses and support livelihood. (250 words) 
Reference:  The Hindu 
Why the question: 
The second wave of COVID-19 pandemic and the localized lockdowns across several States, have 
resulted in restrictions on movement of people and goods and thus has led to restrained economic 
activity in India. Thus the question. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Account for the job crisis the country is facing owing to pandemic, Explain with examples the 
initiatives taken by the Governments to recompense wage losses and support livelihood. 
Directive: 
Explain – Clarify the topic by giving a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the 
particular context. You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with 
relevant associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Explain first how the restrained economic activity has resulted in large scale job losses in India. 
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Body: 
According to the Centre for Monitoring Indian Economy (CMIE), the unemployment rate has shot up 
to 8% in April 2021 as several States started imposing lockdowns. The month of May has seen the 
rates rise further. 
There have been a mammoth 73.5 lakh job losses in April alone. There has been a steady fall in the 
number of employees (both salaried and non-salaried) for the third straight month. 
This is a clear indication that the jobs scenario is weakening. 
Discuss the economic consequences of rising unemployment. Explain with examples the initiatives 
taken by the Governments to recompense wage losses and support livelihood. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
Introduction 

Even before the Covid-19 pandemic hit, unemployment levels in India had hit a 45-year high. Hit by a 

relentless second wave of COVID-19 infections, India has seen localised lockdowns across several 

States. With activity restrained, job losses have climbed. This has dampened family incomes and 

consumer sentiment, setting the stage for lower-than-anticipated economic growth and belying the 

nation’s hopes of racing back to activity this year on a low base last year. 

Body 

Unemployment crisis in India 

1. Data released by the Centre for Monitoring Indian Economy, a Mumbai-based think tank, 

suggested that unemployment has again started rising in the country. 

2. The unemployment rate touched 8.6 per cent for the week ending April 11, from just 6.7 per 

cent two weeks ago, according to fresh data released by CMIE. 

3. With migrant labourers retreating to their native places, the impact seems to be more 

severe in urban areas where the unemployment rate is now reaching 10 per cent. 

4. With 73.5 lakh job losses in April, the number of employees (both salaried and non-salaried) 

fell from 39.81 crore in March to 39.08 crore in April for the third straight month. 

5. In April 2020, which was the first full month of the national lockdown last year, the 

unemployment rate had zoomed to 23.5%. 

6. Women tend to face a double challenge, with lower labour participation and a higher 

unemployment rate for females compared with males (for ages above 15). 

7. For the January-April 2021 period, urban female LPR was 7.2% compared with the urban 

male’s 64.8%, while urban female unemployment was 18.4% against the urban male unemployment 

rate of 6.6%, CMIE data showed. 

Government initiatives to compensate wage loss and support livelihood 

1. Non-farm employment: The finance minister acknowledged the significance of the 

MGNREGS in providing jobs to returning workers in rural areas. 

2. Atmanirbhar Bharat has a special component from migrants. Recently, housing was to be 

made available them under Awaas 
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3. Food security will be taken care once One Nation One Ration Card is implemented 

throughout the country. 

4. In line with Union Government’s Advisory, about Rs 5000 crore released from Building & 

Other Construction Workers Cess Fund to approx 2 crore construction workers; the sector which is 

estimated to employ maximum migrant workers. 

5. Through interventions of dedicated 20 Control Rooms set up by Union Labour Ministry, stuck 

wages of about Rs 300 crore released to about 2 lakh workers. 

6. Under Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Yojana with financial package of Rs. 1.7 lakh crore, 

nearly 80.00 crore people have been and are being provided Free of Cost 5 Kg Wheat/Rice and 1 Kg 

pulses. 

7. Per day wages under MGNAREGA enhanced from Rs. 182 to Rs. 202. More days and jobs 

were added with an expanded budget. 

8. SVANidhi Scheme launched to facilitate collateral free working capital loan up to Rs.10,000/- 

of one-year tenure, to approx. 50 lakh street vendors to resume their businesses 

Conclusion 

Governments at all levels must ensure that any policy intervention must be inclusive of all and 

especially the most vulnerable sections of the society. The immediate concern should be to address 

the issue of poverty, hunger and unemployment. A good social security scheme backed by welfare 

measures for migrants will truly help achieve Atmanirbharta and India would finally tread the path of 

Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas and Sabka Vishwaas. 

Explain the major issues with India’s health financing and what possible steps should 

be taken to address the same. (250 words) 
Reference:  The Hindu 
Why the question: 
The article explains that despite of pandemic related stimulus package, sustained health financing in 
Indian remains a challenge in this pandemic. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Explain the major issues with India’s health financing and what possible steps should be taken to 
address the same. 
Directive: 
Explain – Clarify the topic by giving a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the 
particular context. You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with 
relevant associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with some background of the question. 
Body: 
Various reports show the increase in out-of-pocket payments on health, with higher rate in the rural 
areas. This outlines why alternate sources of health financing in India need to be stressed. The 
COVID-19 pandemic has also forced the world to rethink climate change and the need for 
preservation of the environment. It has become important to bring Fiscal reforms for managing the 
environment, where India has great potential for revenue generation. 
Suggest measures and other ideas to be practiced to address the issue. 
Conclusion: 
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Conclude with way forward. 
Introduction 

The Indian government announced a pandemic-related stimulus package in FY 2020-21 though there 

was large decline in tax revenue. The fiscal deficit for FY 2020-21 (revised estimates) is projected to 

be 9.5% of the GDP; for 2021-22, it is pegged at 6.8%. The focus is on maintaining fiscal discipline. In 

this peculiar scenario, sustained health financing in India remains a challenge. 

Body 

Background 

1. The World Health Organization (WHO) provides data on the percentage of the total 

population where the household expenditure on health was greater than 10% and 25% of the total 

household expenditure or income in India in 2011. 

2. This provides a clear picture of the status of spending on health by the rural and urban 

populations. 

3. As far as health expenditure above 10% is concerned, 33% of the population in India made 

out-of-pocket payments on health. The percentage was higher in rural areas compared to urban 

areas. 

4. Globally, the average was 12.67%, which means that 12.67% of the population spent more 

than 10% of their income (out of their pocket) on health. In Southeast Asia, 16% spent more than 

10% of their household income on health. 

5. The Western Pacific region came second in the list of regions that saw a rate higher than the 

global average. 

6. Similarly, 3.9% of the population in India made more than 25% of out-of-pocket payments 

on health, with 4.34% in the rural areas. 

Major issues with India’s health financing 

1. Health budget: The health budget has neither increased nor is there any policy to 

strengthen the public/private sector in deficit areas. While the Ayushmaan Bharat provides 

portability, one must not forget that it will take time for hospitals to be established in deficit areas. 

1. This in turn could cause patients to gravitate toward the southern States that have a 

comparatively better health infrastructure than the rest of India. 

2. Infrastructure constraints: There are doubts on the capacity of India’s infrastructure to take 

on the additional load of patients during pandemics like Covid-19 as seen recently. 

0. There is a growing medical tourism (foreign tourists/patients) as a policy being 

promoted by the government, and also domestic patients, both insured and 

uninsured. 

3. Absence of primary care: In the northern States there are hardly any sub-centres and 

primary health centres are practically non-existent. First mile connectivity to a primary healthcare 

centre is broken. For eg, in Uttar Pradesh there is one PHC for every 28 villages. 
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4. Out of pocket expenditure high: Even the poor are forced to opt for private healthcare, and, 

hence, pay from their own pockets. As a result, an estimated 63 million people fall into poverty due 

to health expenditure, annually. 

0. Inequities in the health sector exist due to many factors like geography, socio-

economic status and income groups among others. Compared with countries like Sri 

Lanka, Thailand and China, which started at almost similar levels, India lags behind 

peers on healthcare outcomes. 

5. Rural medical practitioners (RMPs), who provide 80% of outpatient care, have no formal 

qualifications for it. People fall prey for quacks, often leading to grave disabilities and loss of life. 

6. Dependency on import: Compounding the problem of poor health infrastructure and low 

spending, especially in the current COVID-19 environment that has caused significant disruptions to 

the global supply chains, is India’s dependence on medical devices imports. 

0. As per IMA data, India’s medical devices imports were around Rs 39,000 crore in 

FY2019, having seen a growth of 24 per cent from the previous year. 

7. Numerous Schemes: The Government has launched many policies and health programmes 

but success has been partial at best. The National Health Policy(NHP) 2002 proposed to increase 

Government spending on health by two to three per cent of the gross domestic product (GDP) by 

2010 which has not happened yet. Now, the NHP 2017, has proposed to take it to 2.5 per cent of the 

GDP by 2025. 

 Conclusion 

Especially in times of Pandemics like Covid-19, the significance and loopholes of Indian public health 

sector are led bare. It gives an opportunity to reform and rehaul the healthcare sector to be better 

equipped for future emergencies. It calls for a people-centred, decentralized public health system 

that socializes the cost of healthcare. 

Issues relating to poverty and hunger. 

With the backdrop of the pandemic advanced use of digital technologies has led to 

deepening socio-economic inequalities in the country. critically examine. (250 words) 
Reference:  The Hindu 
Why the question: 
The article talks about decoding inequality in a digital world. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Critically analyse in what way with the backdrop of the pandemic advanced use of digital 
technologies has led to deepening socio-economic inequalities in the country. 
Directive: 
Critically examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we have to look into the topic (content words) in 
detail, inspect it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. 
While doing so we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
When ‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the 
topic and give a fair judgment. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with recent advancement made in the digital world owing to the onset of the Pandemic. 
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Body: 
The novel coronavirus pandemic has accelerated the use of digital technologies in India, even for 
essential services such as health and education, where access to them might be poor. 
Economic inequality has increased: people, whose jobs and salaries are protected, face no economic 
fallout. The super-rich have even become richer. 
Worse than the immediate economic setback is that well-recognized channels of economic and social 
mobility — education and health — are getting rejigged in ways that make access more inequitable 
in an already unequal society. 
 Conclusion: 
Conclude with solutions to overcome these above mentioned issues and suggest way forward. 
Introduction 

The novel coronavirus pandemic has accelerated the use of digital technologies in India, even for 

essential services such as health and education. But not everyone may have equal access to digital 

technology. Worse, in Hyderabad and Bangalore, techies were seen booking vaccine slots in sub-

urban PHC’s while the rural native folks struggled to get vaccinated. 

Body 

Digital Economy transition in the wake of pandemic 

1. With businesses closing their doors and governments urging their citizens to stay home, the 

coronavirus has had a profound global impact. 

2. Across the globe, the reduced in-store activity is driving increased e-commerce activity. For 

example, consumers in India are turning to online grocery shopping. 

3. According to an assessment by DMEXCO survey in USA, the COVID-19 crisis will accelerate 

the pace of the digital transformation. Nearly the entire digital sector is currently working from 

home. 

4. Working from home environment will be accepted more and more by employers and 

employees in these situations. 

5. Collaboration tools like Skype video conferencing, BlueJeans video, Cisco Webex are being 

re-invented. More companies will opt for customized version of these tools in the near future. 

6. Expansion of the internet will accelerate. Data protection and security will get more focus 

henceforth. 

However digital economy remains elusive to most part of the third world nations and even within 

India there remains a huge Digital Divide. Even today smart phones, computers and internet are 

inaccessible to many around the world. Most of the digital infrastructure is centered around urban 

areas. 

Digital Divide and inequality 

1. Economic disparity is created between those who can afford the technology and those who 

don’t. 

2. Education: The digital divide also impacts children’s ability to learn and grow in low-income 

school districts. Without Internet access, students are unable to cultivate necessary tech skills in 

order to understand today’s dynamic economy. 
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1. According to National Sample Survey data from 2017, only 6% rural households and 25% 

urban households have a computer. 

3. Lack of information: Almost all India’s socio-economic problems had links to the “digital 

divide”, which had come to stay during the era of digital revolution and then again during the era of 

internet revolution in India. 

0. Rural India suffers from information poverty. Information is controlled by a few at 

the top of the pyramid who restrict its percolation down to those at the bottom. 

1. Political empowerment and mobilization in the age of social media is difficult when 

there is digital divide. 

4. Access to healthcare: In several instances, developing an app is being seen as a solution for 

allocation of various health services. But due to online booking, many poor are unable to get the 

drugs and beds in time. 

5. Burden on poor: Digital “solutions” create additional bureaucracy for all sick persons in 

search of these services without disciplining the culprits. Along with paper work, patients will have 

to navigate digi-work. Platform- and app-based solutions can exclude the poor entirely, or squeeze 

their access to scarce health services further. 

6. Access to vaccine: In other spheres (e.g., vaccination) too, digital technologies are creating 

extra hurdles. The use of CoWIN to book a slot makes it that much harder for those without phones, 

computers and the Internet. 

Conclusion 

There is a potential in this adversity to make India a digital hub. However, it must be ensured that 

welfare measures are not dependent on internet or smart phone access, because those who most 

need it, will be excluded from it. This will deepen the socio-economic inequality. 

Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability, e-

governance- applications, models, successes, limitations, and potential; citizens 

charters, transparency & accountability and institutional and other measures. 

Dearth of planning is the foremost cause behind the shortage of equipment during 

pandemic crisis. Do you agree with this view? Elaborate. (250 words) 
Reference:  Indian Express 
Why the question: 
The article brings to life the crisis that Health sector is facing in the ongoing pandemic. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Explain in what way dearth of planning is the foremost cause behind the shortage of equipment 
during pandemic crisis. 
Directive: 
Elaborate – Give a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the particular context. 
You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with relevant associated 
facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
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People are constantly calling Lokmat offices seeking help to secure beds, obtain oxygen cylinders or 
arrange for vaccines and medicines. The situation is horrifying . 
Body: 
The answer body must have the following aspects covered: 
Discuss the grim conditions of health infrastructure in the country; substantiate it with suitable facts 
and data. 
Move on to explain the failures in planning that has happened in handling the situation. There should 
be micro-planning at the local level and a website for every district to dispense complete information 
on beds, oxygen, medicines and ventilators with a click. 
Suggest measures in detail to address the issue. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with importance of planning and its timely execution. 
Introduction 

Anticipating the possibility of the second wave, many countries ensured ample availability of oxygen, 

but we lagged because of the lack of vision from our authorities. This can only be attributed lack of 

planning, as India revelled in its victory over first wave of pandemic and was riding high on being the 

Pharmacy of the world. Amidst this, authorities lost precious time to prepare for the second wave 

which came as a tsunami. 

Body 

Lack of planning is the foremost cause behind shortage of equipment in pandemic 

1. Oxygen cylinders shortage: In October 2020, the government placed an order for 162 

oxygen production units. Today, only 33 of these units have been installed. People are dying for 

want of oxygen. There is no shortage of liquid oxygen in the country. There is a shortage of cylinders 

and containers to transport it. 

2. Vaccine shortage: The vaccine roll-out had raised hopes. However, 3 months into the 

vaccination drive it became clear that India lacked the capacity to produce adequate vaccine to 

ensure coverage to 60% of its population. 

3. Lack of fire safety equipment in hospitals: COVID-19 hospitals are catching fire, charring 

patients to death. Lives were lost sue to shoddy implementation of Building Code in various districts. 

4. Drug shortage and black marketing of remdesivir and tocilizumab, which are recommended 

drugs in mild to severe cases of covid-19. 

5. Lack of ventilators: In large cities such as Mumbai, Delhi, Bangalore, people struggled to get 

ICU beds with ventilators. There was chaos in allocation of beds and the most vulnerable patients 

were unable to get treated which goes against the Right to Live under Article 21. 

6. Huge gatherings amidst pandemic: Mass gatherings in the form of religious melas and poll 

campaign without covid appropriate behaviour meant rapid transmission of virus and mutation. 

Such laxity on the part of administration is the reason for the huge second wave in India. 

Way forward 

1. A zero-tolerance policy should be adopted on the black marketing of medicine. 

Misconceptions must be removed regarding the use of medicines for mild and asymptomatic cases 

to prevent any hoarding. 
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2. Drugs must be procured and disbursed directly based on the assessment of the Disaster 

Management Group and profiteering by companies and middlemen must be stopped. 

3. There should be micro-planning at the local level and a website for every district to dispense 

complete information from beds to oxygen, medicines and ventilators at a click. 

4. There is a need to accelerate the vaccination drive in the rural areas as well where people 

lack resources to book appointments online and get inoculated against the virus. 

Covid-19 demands a new model of citizen-focused governance, do you agree? 

Comment. (250 words) 
Reference:  Times of India 
Why the question: 
The article explains in detail how Covid demands a new model of citizen-focused governance. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Explain the importance and need of a new model of citizen-focused governance model for the 
country. 
Directive: 
Comment– here we have to express our knowledge and understanding of the issue and form an 
overall opinion thereupon. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with brief introduction of the context of the question. 
Body: 
The answer body must have the following aspects covered: 
Explain first why India needs a new model of governance to tackle the menacing challenges from 
super cyclones to mutating viruses. 
Discuss the importance of designing a smart government. 
Suggest methods to inculcate better and smart governance. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that a smart government is humble and lean, works with evidence-based data, is focused 
on citizens’ lives and livelihoods and works in partnership with citizens at every level, with a bottom-
up rather than top-down approach. 
Introduction 

There is an urgent need to ensure citizen-focused governance in the 21st century, where problems 

facing humanity are grave and unprecedented. The current century is likely to hurl evermore 

menacing challenges from super cyclones to mutating viruses. Smart governance is then need of the 

hour. 

Body 

Citizen-focused governance in times of pandemic 

1. Expert decision making: An autonomous fully-empowered task force of top doctors, 

epidemiologists, scientists, even logistical experts to lead India on tracking the virus, genome 

sequencing, transport of oxygen and vaccine procurement was needed. 

2. Decentralisation and facilitation: The Centre not only needs to resist centralisation of power 

but also needs to facilitate the states. Decentralisation does not mean leaving states to fend for 

themselves as has happened with confusing vaccine policies. 
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3. Cooperative federalism: Centre and states must urgently bridge the trust deficit, it is a 

matter of life and death. Prevent tug of war as seen in Delhi and West Bengal. 

4. Constant communication: In India, when semi-literate populations can fall prey to fear, 

superstition and irrational panic, there is a need for a fact-based communication drive to inform the 

public and prevent panic. 

5. Fixing accountability: Less ‘bureaucratic cholesterol’ and red tape means a better-targeted, 

focussed and efficient system, in which responsibility and accountability can be fixed. 

Thus, small government, leadership of domain experts, decentralisation, shunning over-politicisation 

and a communication drive could become building blocks of smart government. 

Need of the hour 

1. Cash transfers to the millions of the labouring poor, will shield them from slipping deeper 

into hunger and joblessness and also spur growth, because all of this would be spent for simple, 

domestically produced goods. 

2. Therefore, the ‘multiplier’ effects of this public expenditure would have been much higher 

than if spent on infrastructure projects. 

3. Free rations and meals, as mandated by the Supreme Court, though beneficial, have very 

little expansionary effect on the economy, since the bulk of the commodities required come from 

decumulation of existing stocks of food grains. 

4. Thus, both the need to provide relief and the imperative to revive the economy demand that 

a monthly cash transfer, of about ₹7,000 per family (the rough equivalent of minimum wages), be 

made to people, over and above the provision of free meals and rations. 

5. What the state needs to do urgently is to take a range of measures that prioritise the right to 

life, which also remains the surest way of initiating assured (and equitable) economic recovery 

today. 

6. Among them are enabling expanded production and central procurement of COVID-19 

vaccines, and distribution to States for free immunisation to all. 

7. Universal access to free food grains of 5 kg per month to all those who require it for the next 

six months; cash transfers of ₹7,000 per household for at least three months to those without 

regular formal employment. 

8. Increased resources to the Integrated Child Development Services to enable revival and 

expansion of their programmes; making the MGNREGS purely demand-driven, with no ceilings on 

the number of days or the number of beneficiaries per household; and covering urban India with a 

parallel scheme that would also cater to the educated unemployed. 

Conclusion 

A smart government is humble and lean, works with evidence-based data, is focussed on citizens’ 

lives and livelihoods and works in partnership with citizens at every level, with a bottom-up rather 

than top-down approach. 
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The pandemic has led to a surge in black marketing of essential drugs and medicines. 

Explain and propose measures to address the challenge of these black market 

networks. (250 words) 
Reference:  The Hindu 
Why the question: 
The article explains methods of deflating India’s COVID black market boom. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss measures to address the black market challenge amidst the covid-19 times. 
Directive: 
Explain – Clarify the topic by giving a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the 
particular context. You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with 
relevant associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
In the gloomy battle against the novel coronavirus pandemic, what has emerged as most 
reprehensible is the brazen attempt by profiteers in filling the gap following the desperation of many 
patients and families. 
Body: 
The answer body must have the following aspects covered: 
Discuss the causative factors of rise in black marketing of essentials and medicines. The desperate 
need for vital medical supplies has forced many hapless citizens to pay more than the market price to 
procure these medicines. There are reports of many having been tricked into believing fire 
extinguishers to be oxygen cylinders and saline water bottles to be remdesivir vials after parting with 
huge sums of money. 
Suggest measures as to what needs to be done to check the menace of black marketing. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
Introduction 

In the gloomy battle against the novel coronavirus pandemic, what has emerged as most 

reprehensible is the brazen attempt by profiteers in filling the gap following the desperation of many 

patients and families. 

Body 

Surge in black marketing of essential drugs and medicines 

1. With the second wave of infections and the rise in COVID-19 positive cases in India, the 

necessity for integral medicines, hospital beds and oxygen supplies has gone up incrementally. 

2. Remdesivir and tocilizumab have been the most sought-after drugs ever since the pandemic 

set in. 

3. Recently, the police in Ahmedabad arrested a few people for preparing fake remdesivir vials 

for sale using a mixture of glucose and salt and affixing them with fake brand labels. 

4. In Mumbai’s drug black market, citizens have had to pay huge amounts ranging from 

₹35,000 and ₹50,000 for remdesivir vials. 

5. In Kanpur, Uttar Pradesh, a racket to market oxygen cylinders in the black market was 

uncovered after raids on a godown. 
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6. The desperate need for vital medical supplies has forced many hapless citizens to pay more 

than the market price to procure these medicines. 

7. There are reports of many having been tricked into believing fire extinguishers to be oxygen 

cylinders and saline water bottles to be remdesivir vials after parting with huge sums of money. 

However, clamping down on these cases and the culprits is dependent on having an efficient multi-

dimensional preventive model rather than a control mechanism that functions much after the 

damage has been already done. 

Reasons for flourishing black markets 

1. Any market, black or otherwise, is a dynamic hemisphere which is consumer-driven. There is 

public demand for what the products these black markets or rackets have to offer and which is why 

they thrive. 

2. A patient and their attendants face challenges of resource availability and significant 

constraints of time within which they need a solution, resulting in tremendous mental pressures. 

3. Alleged hospital bed-booking scams, the unnecessary hoarding of COVID-19 essentials by the 

elite, and possible VIP culture practices have contributed to the erosion of trust. 

4. These elements have all combined to force the public to look elsewhere for sources beyond 

the probability of the government rendering them assistance. 

Addressing the challenge of black marketing 

1. India is blessed with numerous volunteer organisations trying to tackle the various 

challenges of the pandemic. Unfortunately, in many instances, they do not enjoy governmental 

support. 

2. The state machinery needs to identify such groups, train them, optimise them and deploy 

them on a priority basis and ensure that there is no concentration of human resources in a single 

vertical. 

3. We need to operationalise technological knowledge in order to ease the communication 

processes which could reduce the burden on data entry operators and the management information 

systems to induce better responsive behaviour. 

4. We need an expert planning model which not only allocates the resources judiciously but 

also allows a follow-up of the entire process flow to ensure that there are no illegal deviations. 

5. In oversight, we need a strong, decentralised and independent vigilance system which 

promotes transparency in this desperate situation to ensure quality in the performance of 

administrative set-ups. 

Conclusion 

It is only when the government’s performance is high and the administrative machinery is capable of 

large-scale affirmative outputs that the public will not have to look for third party resources. And 

with no dependency subsisting on them, profiteering would not have a dimension and play its game. 
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India and its neighborhood- relations. 

Analyse the potential areas of development of relationship between India and Japan. 

(250 words) 
Reference: The Hindu 

Introduction 

The friendship between India and Japan has a long history rooted in spiritual affinity and strong 

cultural and civilization ties. India and Japan established diplomatic relations on 28 April 1952.Japan 

is regarded as a key partner in India’s economic transformation. In the recent past, the India Japan 

relationship has transformed to a partnership of great substance and purpose. Japan’s interest in 

India is increasing due to a variety of reasons including India’s large and growing market and its 

resources, especially the human resources. 

Body 

India-Japan bilateral relation 

1. Within India: Japan has been a leading financial donor in the form of ODA (Official 

Development Assistance) to India. 

2. It continues to maintain a high degree of interest and support for India’s mega infrastructure 

projects like the Delhi-Mumbai Freight Corridor, Delhi-Mumbai Industrial Corridor, Chennai-

Bangalore Industrial Corridor and the Ahmedabad-Mumbai High Speed Rail 

3. Outside India: Asia-Africa Growth Corridor (AAGR) announced in 2017 and joint projects in 

some third countries like Bangladesh, Myanmar, and Sri Lanka and in Africa as well will be taken 

jointly. 

4. Defence ties: Quadrilateral Security Dialogue is a strategic dialogue between India, United 

States, Japan and Australia will be carried out. 

5. Malabar exercise has been carried by India Japan and USA on a continuous basis. 

6. 2+2 dialogue at the defence and foreign minister level. 

Potential areas of development 

1. In spite of CEPA India Japan trade it has not produced the anticipated results. In 2011-12, the 

total volume of the bilateral trade was $18.43 billion, but it declined to $13.48 billion during 2016-

17. 

2. The defence technology sharing is still a thorn. The US-2 amphibian aircraft has been on the 

back burner. 

3. Both have diverging interest with respect to Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership. 

4. Both countries do not have a specific China policy. 

5. India and Japan need to strengthen their naval power vis-à-vis China and hasten the pending 

projects in the Indian Ocean and Pacific Ocean respectively 

Way Forward 
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1. It is clear that the government has set India-Japan ties on an accelerated geopolitical course 

that will be a major factor in its dealings with the rest of the world, especially China, at a time when 

the U.S. is perceived to be retreating from the region. 

2. However, the strategic partnership needs stronger economic ties. While Japan is India’s 

largest donor and the third largest provider of FDI, bilateral trade has steadily declined since 2013. 

3. Today, India-Japan trade languishes at around $15 billion, a quarter of trade with China 

while Japan- China trade is around $300 billion. 

4. The two countries have decided to boost defense ties given the escalating tension in the 

region in the wake of the nuclear test by North Korea and China’s growing assertiveness in the South 

China Sea. 

5. However, certain issues still remain like sharing of the defence technology, delay of US-2 

amphibian aircraft. 

6. Both countries need to work on trade, defence and regional issues. A strong Indo- Japan will 

arrest the inconsistency being witnessed in the region thus contributing to peace and prosperity in 

the region and the world. 

Evaluate the key lessons that India can learn from the recent Ladakh crisis with China. 

(250 words) 
Reference:  The Hindu 
Why the question: 
The article accounts in detail the recent Ladakh crisis with China. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Present a critical assessment of stand-off at Ladakh and how it offers India key lessons in managing 
strategic competition with China. 
Directive: 
Evaluate – When you are asked to evaluate, you have to pass a sound judgement about the truth of 
the given statement in the question or the topic based on evidences.  You have to appraise the worth 
of the statement in question. There is scope for forming a personal opinion here. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with brief background of the question’s context. 
Body: 
The answer body must have the following aspects covered: 
Present Background on recent India-China relations; Continuing stand-off: After over a year, stand-
off between Indian and Chinese troops in eastern Ladakh shows no signs of resolution, 
disengagement has stalled and talks been fruitless. 
Rupture bilateral relationship: Political relations are marked by hostility and distrust. The relationship 
has been described as conditional on the quietude on the border by Indian External Affairs minister. 
Strategic lessons for India: In a recent study published by the Lowy Institute ‘The crisis after the crisis: 
how Ladakh will shape, offers India three key lessons in managing the intensifying strategic 
competition with China: Military strategies based on denial are more useful than strategies based on 
punishment., China more likely to be deterred with threat of political costs rather than material costs, 
Indian Ocean Region (IOR) is the key, rather than LAC. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that rebalancing India’s strategic priorities will require the central government, through the 
Chief of Defence Staff, to issue firm strategic guidance to the military services. This will define the 
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ability of the national security apparatus to overcome entrenched bureaucratic and organisational-
cultural biases. 
Introduction 

After over a year, the stand-off between Indian and Chinese troops in eastern Ladakh shows no signs 

of resolution. Disengagement has stalled, China continues to reinforce its troops, and talks have 

been fruitless. 

Body 

Background 

In the past few years, India-China relations have gone through a tumultuous phase which include a 

series of disputes b/w the two countries, including the Doklam standoff, Beijing’s shielding to 

Pakistan and India’s principled and consistent stand at CPEC (China-Pakistan Economic corridor). On 

the other hand, India’s acceptance of the USA’s concept of the ‘Indo-Pacific’ and revival of the 

‘Quad’ reflects the state of decline in Sino-India relationship. 

Ladakh crisis and Galwan Clash 

1. The standoff between India and China on the banks of Pangong-tso and the massive build-

up of Chinese troops on the other side of the LAC indicated a shift in policy from an ‘inch-by-inch’ 

intrusion to an all-out aggressive posturing. 

2. Infrastructure Development along the LAC: In the past decade, India has worked hard to 

strengthen its position on the border and its presence along the LAC. 

1. India is close to completing a major upgrade of border roads, including a strategic military-

use road that connects an airfield at Dalut Beg Oldie in the northern tip of the western sector with 

the villages of Shyok and Darbuk toward the south. 

2. Completed in 2019, this “DS-DBO road” greatly facilitates the lateral movement of Indian 

forces along the western sector, reducing travel time by 40%. 

3. Chinese dominance and deterrence posture in the DBO sector is an effort by the PLA to 

prevent India from executing its plan for rapid border infrastructure development. 

0. It will significantly improve India’s capacity to rapidly deploy in the area near the 

LAC in Ladakh. 

1. This prospect worries China. 

4. Since the border has never been clearly demarcated, it leads to contested perspectives. 

Lessons learnt for India from Ladakh crisis 

1. Indian military’s high-water mark in the crisis was an act of denial — its occupation of the 

heights on the Kailash Range on its side of the LAC in late August. 

2. This action served to deny that key terrain to the Chinese People’s Liberation Army (PLA), 

and gave the Indian Army a stronger defensive position from which it could credibly defend a larger 

segment of its front line. 

3. A doctrinal focus on denial will give the Indian military greater capacity to thwart future land 

grabs across the LAC. 
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4. By bolstering India’s defensive position, rather than launching an escalatory response, such a 

strategy is also more likely than punishment to preserve crisis stability. 

5. Over time, improved denial capabilities may allow India to reduce the resource drain of the 

increased militarisation of the LAC. 

6. The second key lesson of Ladakh is that China is more likely to be deterred or coerced with 

the threat of political costs, rather than material costs. Admittedly, the Chinese military’s 

deployment to the LAC was also large and extremely expensive. 

7. In contrast, India successfully raised the risks of the crisis for China through its threat of a 

political rupture, not military punishment. 

8. A permanently hostile India or an accidental escalation to conflict were risks that China, 

having achieved its tactical goals in the crisis, assessed were an unnecessary additional burden while 

it was contending with the instability of its territorial disputes and pandemic response. 

9. The corollary lesson is that individual powers, even large powers such as India, will probably 

struggle to shift Beijing’s calculus alone. 

10. To the extent that China adjusted its position in the Ladakh crisis, it did so because it was 

responding to the cumulative effect of multiple pressure points — most of which were out of India’s 

control. 

11. Against the rising behemoth, only coordinated or collective action is likely to be effective. 

12. Finally, and possibly the hardest to address — is that India should consider accepting more 

risk on the LAC in exchange for long-term leverage and influence in the Indian Ocean Region. 

13. From the perspective of long-term strategic competition, the future of the Indian Ocean 

Region is more consequential and more uncertain than the Himalayan frontier. 

Conclusion 

The Ladakh crisis, by prompting an increased militarisation of the LAC, may prompt India to defer 

long-overdue military modernisation and maritime expansion into the Indian Ocean. To keep its eyes 

on the prize, New Delhi will have to make tough-minded strategic trade-offs, deliberately prioritising 

military modernisation and joint force projection over the ground-centric combat arms formations 

required to defend territory. 

As the US withdraws troops from Afghanistan, developments in the country will raise 

security concerns beyond South Asia. comment. (250 words) 
Reference:  Indian Express 
Why the question: 
The US has announced that the Afghan War will end by September 11, having seized the Doha 
agreement as an opportunity. Thus the question. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss in what way withdrawal of troops from Afghanistan may raise security concerns beyond 
south Asia. 
Directive: 
Comment– here we have to express our knowledge and understanding of the issue and form an 
overall opinion thereupon. 
Structure of the answer: 
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Introduction: 
While its withdrawal will exacerbate chaos and violence in Afghanistan and impact the wider region, 
there are enough indicators of a “re-engagement” by the US and NATO in the country (Afghanistan 
2.0). 
Body: 
The answer body must have the following aspects covered: 
Explain first the possibilities of re-engagement of the US in Afghanistan. While the US has reduced its 
troops to 10,000 and handed over responsibilities to Afghan forces in 2015, a NATO-led Train-Advise-
Assist Mission and US CT mission have continued partnership with Afghan forces. While the US signed 
the Doha Agreement in 2020, giving edge to the Taliban, Unlike Iraq, there was clear political support 
for the US forces to remain in Afghanistan. Presence of active terrorist links, Current geopolitical 
compulsions, including the US-China competition, the China-Pakistan embrace, the China-Russia 
strategic partnership, and the China-Iran deal, have made Afghanistan strategically important etc. 
Conclusion: 
Thus, conclude that while the UN-led peace process is expected to be slow, the chaos would create 
more ungoverned spaces strengthening the terror infrastructure and will continue to have security 
implications for the region. 
Introduction 

American troops are set to withdraw from the country by September 11 this year, but the shadow of 

re-engagement looms, raising security concerns beyond South Asia. The resurgence of Taliban is a 

huge concern not only for Kabul but for regions in South Asia and beyond. 

Body 

Background 

1. The US signed the Doha agreement in February 2020, dangling a “carrot” of full withdrawal, 

hoping the Taliban would agree to be part of an interim government. 

2. The flawed peace process, which offered a clear, early edge to the Taliban, caused a 

deadlock in the Doha process. 

3. Unlike Iraq, there was clear political support for the US forces to remain in Afghanistan. 

4. But the US chose to shed the “occupier” tag and distance itself from grievances against 

governance and harm to civilians over the past 20 years. 

 Security concerns post troop withdrawal 

1. The US has announced that the Afghan War will end by September 11, having seized the 

Doha agreement as an opportunity. 

2. While its withdrawal will exacerbate chaos and violence in Afghanistan and impact the wider 

region. 

3. Due to the easing of UN restrictions for a few leaders and the freedom to operate from its 

Doha office, the Taliban continues to attend high-profile meetings in swanky hotels in Doha, while 

deadly attacks ravage Afghanistan. 

4. Vicious attacks on civilians, such as the killing of schoolgirls in Kabul on May 8, are 

conveniently blamed on Islamic State Khurasan Province (ISKP) by the Taliban. 
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5. It is widely believed that the Pakistan army has infiltrated and is running the ISKP to 

“market” the Taliban as a “nationalist insurgent” group willing to fight “extremist” ISKP. 

6. Groups like ISKP and al-Qaeda in Indian Subcontinent (AQIS) and their variants will be used 

for high-profile attacks in Afghanistan and in the region, including against Western targets, to deter 

deeper re-engagement in Afghanistan. 

7. The chaos would create more ungoverned spaces strengthening the terror infrastructure. 

Hence, the developments in Afghanistan will continue to raise security concerns, far beyond South 

Asia. 

Conclusion 

Despite the withdrawal, the looming shadow of US-NATO will remain with a focus on preventing 

Afghanistan from becoming a safe haven. US-NATO have chosen Afghan forces, under a democratic 

government, as their local allies and have assured funding up to 2024. While US-NATO may focus on 

their specific objectives in Afghanistan 2.0, it is certain that the Taliban-ISKP-Pakistan combine will 

unleash much more violence. 

Repeated political mayhem in Nepal has repeatedly compromised Indian interests. In 

the light of the most recent political crisis, examine the way forward for India. (250 

words) 
Reference:  The Print 
Why the question: 
India recently said the recent political developments in Nepal are its internal matters and it is for the 
country to deal with them under its own domestic framework and democratic processes. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss the impact of Nepal’s political turmoil on India and suggest way forward. 
Directive: 
Examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we must look into the topic (content words) in detail, inspect it, 
investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so 
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Nepal witnessed fresh political turmoil last week after President Bidya Devi Bhandari dissolved 
Parliament following unsuccessful attempts to obtain a majority to form a new government by 
caretaker Prime Minister KP Sharma Oli and opposition leader Sher Bahadur Deuba. 
Body: 
The answer body must have the following aspects covered: 
Discuss in detail the political crisis Nepal has been facing off late. 
Explain its impact on India in detail. 
Elaborate on India’s stance. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way ahead. 
Introduction 

Nepal has been caught in political turmoil for the last couple of years, even as it battles the Covid 

pandemic. With no party or coalition having a majority, the parliament has been dissolved twice 

since December and the country now faces fresh elections later this year. 

Body 
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Political crisis in Nepal 

1. The latest chapter of turmoil in the Himalayan nation began last week when Nepalese 

President Bidya Devi Bhandari dissolved parliament for the second time since December. 

2. This decision came after the caretaker government run by Prime Minister Oli failed to get 

the requisite numbers. 

3. The opposition party Nepali Congress had also laid claim to form the government under its 

leader Sher Bahadur Deuba, but failed to secure the numbers earlier this month. 

4. Following this, Oli, who had lost a trust vote three days before, was once again appointed 

PM on 13 May as the leader of the largest party in the House of Representatives. 

5. Opposition parties and critics have complained that Oli and his aides have violated the 

constitution, especially Article 76, which deals with the process of government formation. 

6. Fresh elections in the country are now scheduled for November. 

Impact on India 

1. PM Oli’s cartographic expansion of Nepal’s territory last year with a new map that included 

disputed territory with India symbolises a tendency among Nepalese politicians to use anti-India 

rhetoric as also push their two powerful neighbours in covert manoeuvres for domestic political 

gains. 

2. A clear instance of this trend is Oli’s conversion of a challenge to his leadership into a larger 

ploy involving India and China. 

3. Nepal’s internal political processes are, therefore, significant to India’s strategic interests. 

4. Moreover, Sino-Nepali economic ties began to grow in 2015, but in 2018, China’s influence 

in Nepal started to gather momentum. 

5. Having played an essential role in the NCP’s formation, China came to wield enormous 

influence over the NCP government. 

6. It resulted in China ousting India as Nepal’s number one investor. 

7. More importantly, Nepal’s foreign policy under the NCP government became strongly pro-

China. 

8. Moreover, this influence can be evidenced by the fact that China has now stepped up its 

self-assumed role as mediator in the ongoing crisis. 

 India’s stance in this regard 

1. As things continue to deteriorate in Nepal, with Prime Minister K.P. Oli being accused of 

bending constitutional provisions to form a government, India believes it is best to “step back” a bit 

and wait for the situation to unfold. 

2. India said the recent political developments in Nepal are its internal matters and it is for the 

country to deal with them under its own domestic framework and democratic processes. 

3. As a neighbour and friend, India remains unwavering in its support for Nepal and its people 

on their journey toward progress, peace, stability and development 
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Conclusion 

As no significant development in bilateral relations appears likely during the prevailing uncertainty, 

India must encourage consolidation of a people-driven polity, and improve its popular profile. This 

will only help India reclaim its contested strategic space. 

Important International institutions, agencies and fora- their structure, mandate. 

What is the Reykjavik Declaration? Why is this declaration important for the Arctic 

region and India? Discuss.  (250 words) 
Reference:  The Hindu 
Why the question: 
Foreign ministers of the Arctic Council recently signed their first-ever strategic plan for the region, 
which will guide the body’s work for the next decade. Thus the context of the question. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss what is Reykjavik Declaration and explain its importance for the Arctic region and India. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with what you understand by Reykjavik Declaration. 
Body: 
The answer body must have the following aspects covered: 
The member countries’ Foreign Ministers of the Arctic Council signed the Reykjavik Declaration, 
reaffirming the Council’s commitment to maintain peace, stability and constructive cooperation in 
the Arctic region, emphasizing Arctic States’ unique position to promote responsible governance in 
the region. 
In recognition of the Council’s 25th anniversary, the Ministers adopted Council’s first ever Strategic 
Plan that reflects the shared values, goals and joint aspirations of the Arctic States and Indigenous 
Permanent Participants. It will guide the Council’s work for the next decade. 
Explain why such a declaration and strategic Plan required and important. 
Conclusion: 
Thus, conclude that the Arctic as a region for strategic competition has seized the world’s attention, 
but it is also necessary to ensure the rule of law, so that it remains a region free of conflict where 
countries act responsibly. Through this declaration and plan, the council can act as an enabler to 
make the Arctic a region of peace, stability, and constructive cooperation. 
Introduction 

Acknowledging the unique biodiversity of the Arctic, the ministers representing the eight Arctic 

States, noting with concern the serious threats to Arctic ecosystems due to climate change and other 

stressors, reaffirmed their commitment to the protection of the Arctic environment. This is the 

Reykjavik declaration, signed on May 20th 2021, in Iceland. 

Body 

Threat to Arctic Climate 
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1. The warming Arctic tundra will make it harder for the world to curb climate change, as 

thawing permafrost and wildfires release greenhouse gases that are not fully accounted for in global 

emissions agreements. 

2. As temperatures rise and permafrost thaws, carbon dioxide and methane trapped within the 

long-frozen soil are released. The deeper the thaw, the more gas is released. 

3. That threatens to create a feedback loop that contributes to even more warming of the 

atmosphere. 

4. The Arctic is in the process of disintegrating as we know it, and the permafrost is one major 

component with some pretty grave implications. 

Importance of the declaration for Arctic region 

1. Siberia saw its highest-ever recorded temperature last summer, when the far north town of 

Verkhoyansk hit 38℃. Also last year, unprecedented wildfires in the region released about 35% 

more carbon dioxide than in 2019, which saw the highest emissions from Russian fires since 2003. 

2. Policymakers need to be pursuing deeper emissions cuts. In this context Reykjavik 

declaration is committed to protect the Arctic environment. 

3. Recognizing the cooperative strength of the Arctic States and the Permanent Participants, 

declaration call upon members to address new challenges and opportunities in the Arctic. 

4. Stressing the importance of achieving the Paris Agreement goals and, in that regard, calling 

upon all parties to the Paris Agreement, including Arctic States and Arctic Council Observer States, to 

implement and enhance nationally determined contributions and other measures in line with the 

Paris Agreement goals. 

5. Noting the essential role of the human and social dimension in the work of the Arctic 

Council, reaffirming that the well-being of Arctic inhabitants is at the core of the Council’s work, 

recognizing the diversity of societies, cultures and economies in the Arctic, and acknowledging the 

effects of a devastating pandemic. 

6. Recognizing the rights and the special circumstances of indigenous Peoples and the unique 

role of the Permanent Participants within the Arctic Council and noting the United Nations 

Declaration on the Rights of indigenous Peoples. 

7. A new Arctic marine strategic plan has also been envisaged to protect marine biodiversity. 

Conclusion 

Arctic permafrost thawing will blow the worlds budget of green-house gas emissions. There will be 

global repercussions of changes in Arctic. Thus, it is important that members of Arctic council are 

committed to conservation of the region. 

Critically analyse the role played by WHO in rendering global health security during 

the COVID-19 pandemic. Also propose reforms to strengthen its role in handling 

future pandemics. (250 words) 
Reference: The Hindu 

Introduction 
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The World Health Organization (WHO) is a specialized agency of the United Nations that is 

concerned with international public health. It was established on 7 April 1948, and is headquartered 

in Geneva, Switzerland. The WHO is a member of the United Nations Development Group. 

It has been at the forefront of coordinating global response against the COVID-19 pandemic. Yet the 

role and its response were criticized for being inadequate. 

Body 

Criticism against WHO in handling Pandemic 

1. Lack of preparedness: The WHO already had access to data and years of subsequent 

research about the SARS outbreak. 

1. A research paper in 2007 had already warned against the mutable nature of the virus 

coupled with China’s rapid urbanisation, proximity to exotic animals and refusal to tackle illegal 

wildlife trade. 

2. In 2015, the coronavirus family of diseases was selected to be included in a list of priorities 

requiring urgent research and development. 

3. It was earmarked as a primary contender for emerging diseases likely to cause a major 

epidemic.  This assessment was reiterated in WHO’s 2018 annual review of prioritised diseases. 

2. Delay in declaration: WHO has been criticised for its unexplained delay in declaring COVID 

19 as a ‘public health emergency of international concern’ (PHEIC). 

0. Various governments across the world reached out to the WHO for an advisory, but 

the WHO emergency committee was split on whether to declare a PHEIC. 

1. WHO did not take any decision and stated that “the focus is not so much on the 

numbers”.  It finally had to declare once the confirmed cases had increased 

tenfold across 18 countries. 

2. Subsequently, WHO also delayed its declaration as a ‘pandemic, especially when the 

COVID 19 was exhibiting the characteristics of a pandemic, i.e. spreading rapidly 

around the world. 

3. Indecision in visiting China: The WHO did show any urgency in sending an investigation 

team to China. A joint WHO-Chinese team went to Wuhan only in mid-February. 

4. Exclusion of Taiwan: Since China acceded to the UN in 1971, it has periodically blocked 

Taiwan’s WHO membership on the grounds that the democratically governed island is part of China. 

0. The WHO’s continued support to the “One China” principle, which recognizes the 

government in Beijing as the legitimate Chinese government, became a crucial 

hurdle in dealing with the pandemic. 

5. Delay in acknowledging human-to-human transmission of the virus especially, after the 

first case was announced outside China. 
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0. This is despite the fact that Taiwan had warned the WHO of this as early as end of 

December, 2019. 

1. The recent reports clearly highlight that China stayed silent on its knowledge of 

human-to-human transmission. 

6. Not endorsing the use of trade and travel restrictions: The explosion of travel restrictions 

that countries implemented to counter COVID-19 prompted arguments that these restrictions 

violated the IHR, violations that the WHO did not probe despite having authority to do so. 

0. Rather, the WHO urged the international community to not spread fear and stigma 

by imposing travel restrictions. 

1. It even criticised early travel restrictions by the US as being excessive and 

unnecessary. 

At the same time, 

1. WHO’s efforts to advance development of coronavirus vaccines and therapeutics have been 

appreciated. 

2. The WHO’s efforts in sharing of information and its attempts to counter online 

misinformation and disinformation have earned widespread praise 

Measures to empower WHO 

1. Increase the WHO’s technical capacities and capabilities– Creating new departments 

focused on science, antimicrobial resistance and digital health will also broaden the WHO’s range of 

expertise and keep up with the latest public health challenges and opportunities. 

2. Help focus on the mission of WHO-which does not have the capacity to do everything and 

has frequently found itself responding to situations rather than setting its own agenda. It may also 

encourage member states to provide additional resources if they have a better idea of where that 

money is going. 

3. Coordinate with other global players– as these reforms do not address how the 

organization should interact with major global health players like the Bill and Melinda Gates 

Foundation and Doctors Without Borders. 

4. Mobilize more resources– WHO’s current biennial budget is 4.42 billion, with overwhelming 

majority dictated by donors and their priorities, which leaves the organization limited control over 

the funding. 

 Conclusion 

The criticism being faced by the WHO has done great damage to its global reputation and standing. 

While the politicisation of the WHO remains a serious concern, it also presents an opportunity to 

rethink the underpinnings of the broader global governance architecture. The WHO reforms 

announced few months back should be implemented on a war footing. Its donor dependency and 

weakened capacity should be addressed effectively, to meet its triple billion targets in future. 
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Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or 

affecting India’s interests. 

Analyse the scope and potential of India-Japan ties in the background of new 

dynamism of global politics and closeness of US-Japan relations. (250 words) 
Reference:  The Hindu 
Why the question: 
The article analyses the scope and potential of India-Japan ties in the background of new dynamism 
of global politics and closeness of US-Japan relations. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Analyse the scope and potential of India-Japan ties in the background of new dynamism of global 
politics and closeness of US-Japan relations. 
Directive: 
Analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with brief history of India-Japan ties. 
Body: 
The answer body must have the following aspects covered: 
Discuss the Scope for a deepened India-Japan ties – Balancing security policy against China, Scope for 
technology partnership, Economic ties, Scope for expansion: Support for key manufacturing 
initiatives such as ‘Make in India’ and Japan Industrial Townships, secure infrastructure investments 
in strategically vital connectivity projects currently underway in Northeast and Andaman and Nicobar 
Islands. Etc. 
Explain that time has come for India and Japan to take a hard look at reports suggesting that joint 
infrastructure projects in Africa and Iran have stalled with substantial cost overruns and different 
stand on Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership. 
Conclusion: 
Writing in 2006, Shinzo Abe, in his book, Utsukushii Kuni E (Toward a Beautiful Country), expressed 
his hope that “it would not be a surprise if, in another 10 years, JapanIndia relations over take Japan-
U.S. And JapanChina relations.” 
Introduction 

In years past, New Delhi and Tokyo have collaborated to build infrastructure in Iran and Africa, 

provide vital aid to Myanmar and Sri Lanka and hammer out a common Association of Southeast 

Asian Nations outreach policy in an attempt to counter China’s growing influence in these corners of 

the globe. However, unlike previous summits, the time has come for India and Japan to take a hard 

look at reports suggesting more substantial areas of cooperation especially when US, Japan and India 

relations are on an all-time high. 

Body 

US-Japan relations providing foray into India-Japan ties 

1. Japanese PM visit to the United States last month has set the agenda for the wider Indo-

Pacific engagement of Tokyo and its evolving priorities. 

2. Tokyo and Washington also rallied around the standard of shared values. Both powers 

repeatedly emphasised their vision of a Free and Open Indo-Pacific that respects the rule of law, 

freedom of navigation, democratic norms and the use of peaceful means to settle disputes. 
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3. In the aftermath of the successful Quad Summit, both parties expressed their continued 

support for the four-nation grouping of the United States, India, Australia and Japan. 

4. China’s human rights violations in Xinjiang, its heavy-handed suppression of protests in Hong 

Kong and military aggression towards Taiwan came in for heavy criticism. 

5. Given that the Japanese premier plans to visit India as soon as the situation permits 

following the COVID-19 pandemic, his dealings with the U.S. are a preview of what New Delhi can 

expect from Tokyo. 

6. Current Indo-Japan ties Within India: Japan has been a leading financial donor in the form 

of ODA (Official Development Assistance) to India. 

7. It continues to maintain a high degree of interest and support for India’s mega infrastructure 

projects like the Delhi-Mumbai Freight Corridor, Delhi-Mumbai Industrial Corridor, Chennai-

Bangalore Industrial Corridor and the Ahmedabad-Mumbai High Speed Rail 

8. Outside India: Asia-Africa Growth Corridor (AAGR) announced in 2017 and joint projects in 

some third countries like Bangladesh, Myanmar, and Sri Lanka and in Africa as well will be taken 

jointly. 

9. Defence ties: Quadrilateral Security Dialogue is a strategic dialogue between India, United 

States, Japan and Australia will be carried out. 

10. Malabar exercise has been carried by India Japan and USA on a continuous basis. 

11. 2+2 dialogue at the defence and foreign minister level. 

Way Forward 

1. It is clear that the government has set India-Japan ties on an accelerated geopolitical course 

that will be a major factor in its dealings with the rest of the world, especially China, at a time when 

the U.S. is perceived to be retreating from the region. 

2. However, the strategic partnership needs stronger economic ties. While Japan is India’s 

largest donor and the third largest provider of FDI, bilateral trade has steadily declined since 2013. 

3. Today, India-Japan trade languishes at around $15 billion, a quarter of trade with China 

while Japan- China trade is around $300 billion. 

4. The two countries have decided to boost defense ties given the escalating tension in the 

region in the wake of the nuclear test by North Korea and China’s growing assertiveness in the South 

China Sea. 

5. However, certain issues still remain like sharing of the defence technology, delay of US-2 

amphibian aircraft. 

6. Both countries need to work on trade, defence and regional issues. A strong Indo- Japan will 

arrest the inconsistency being witnessed in the region thus contributing to peace and prosperity in 

the region and the world. 

Despite having robust historical link between India and Britain, both countries find it 

hard to move on from the entrenched past. Critically examine. (250 words) 
Reference:  Indian Express 
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Why the question: 
The article throws light upon the India-Britain relationship from past to present. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Explain how the two nations have a deep historical connection. But both have found it hard to move 
on from entrenched prejudices of the past. 
Directive: 
Critically examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we have to look into the topic (content words) in 
detail, inspect it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. 
While doing so we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
When ‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the 
topic and give a fair judgment. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with historical background of the two nations. 
Body: 
Explain that the bitter legacies of the Partition and Britain’s perceived tilt to Pakistan have long 
complicated the engagement between Delhi and London. To make matters worse, the large South 
Asian diaspora in the UK transmits the internal and intra-regional conflicts in the subcontinent into 
Britain’s domestic politics. 
While there is no way of fully separating South Asian and British domestic politics, Delhi’s problems 
have been accentuated by the British Labour Party’s growing political negativity towards India. For 
generations, Indian elites grew up thinking Labour was more empathetic towards India, while 
resenting the Conservative condescension. 
Conclusion: 
Suggest way forward. 
Introduction 

UK-India relationship is rooted in India’s colonial history with the British and the relationship shared 

by both countries even after India’s independence. The bilateral relationship was upgraded to a 

strategic partnership in 2004. Brexit is said to have many implications on the future of India-UK 

relations. 

Body 

Key areas of cooperation 

1. Trade between India and UK touched $15.5 billion with a $2 billion trade surplus in favour of 

India. UK is the 4th largest inward investor in India accounting for around 7% of all foreign direct 

investment into India. India is the second largest investor in the UK. 

2. There are 842 Indian companies in the UK, employing more than 110,000 people. 

3. Defence Relations: Ajeya Warrior (army-to-army biennial exercise), the Konakan (joint navy-

to-navy annual exercise) and the Indradhanush (joint air-to-air exercise) happens between India and 

UK. 

4. A bilateral Defence Consultative Group (DCG) meeting has taken place annually between 

the top officials of the Defence Ministry since 1995. 

5. By 2021, the UK-India Newton-Bhabha programme will provided with more than £400m on 

joint research and innovation. 
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6. The year 2017 was declared as UK India year of Culture. The 2011 census records 

approximately 1.5 million people of Indian origin in the UK equating to almost 1.8 percent of the 

population and contributing 6% of the country’s GDP. 

Issues in the bilateral relations 

1. The UK does not have a government-to-government framework for arms sales to India, 

relying instead on commercial-led transactions. 

2. UK is an active participant in Belt and Road Initiative of China for which India raised 

sovereignty issues. 

3. Colonial hangover in public is affecting the policy makers of India to take decisions for close 

relations with UK. 

4. The bitter legacies of the Partition and Britain’s perceived tilt to Pakistan have long 

complicated the engagement between Delhi and London. To 

5. make matters worse, the large South Asian diaspora in the UK transmits the internal and 

intra-regional conflicts in the subcontinent into Britain’s domestic politics. 

6. Brexit raises major issues for Indian business: Political uncertainty and oscillating business 

policy along with fluctuating market share and prospect. Restructuring to set up EU subsidiaries of 

Indian companies. 

Way Forward 

1. India and the UK must tap into the enormous potential for bilateral strategic cooperation in 

the health sector and contributions to the global war on the virus. 

2. Delhi must seize the opportunities to work with its international partners in overcoming 

India’s failings that have been so mercilessly exposed in the last few weeks. Britain and the G-7 are 

well-positioned to help transform India’s internal capabilities as well as benefit from them in the 

management of future global pandemics. 

3. While remaining a security actor in Europe, Britain is tilting to the Indo-Pacific, where India is 

a natural ally. 

4. Delhi, which is looking at a neighbourhood that has been transformed by the rise of China, 

needs as wide a coalition as possible to restore a semblance of regional balance. 

5. Britain could also contribute to the strengthening of India’s domestic defence industrial 

base. 

6. The two sides could also expand Delhi’s regional reach through sharing of logistical facilities. 

7. Delhi and London are said to be exploring an agreement on “migration and mobility” to 

facilitate the legal movement of Indians into Britain. 

8. Both sides are committed to finding common ground on climate change. 

 Examine the ways of enhancing cooperation between India and ASEAN.(250 words) 

Reference: The Hindu 

Introduction 
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India’s relationship with ASEAN has emerged as a key cornerstone of our foreign policy. The 

relationship has evolved from the ‘Look East Policy’ enunciated in early 1990s, to Strategic 

Partnership in 2012. Since 2014, India is espousing ‘Act East Policy’ that has enhanced the 

partnership further. 

Body 

India-ASEAN relations 

1. Free Trade Agreement: India signed a FTA in goods in 2009 and an FTA in services and 

investments in 2014 with ASEAN. 

2. Apart from this, India has a Comprehensive Economic Cooperation Agreement (CECA) with 

various countries of the ASEAN region which has resulted in concessional trade and a rise in 

investments. 

3. India’s investment in ASEAN during the same period has been more than $40 billion. 

4. Trade between India and ASEAN stood at $65.04 billion in 2015-16 and comprises 10.12 per 

cent of India’s total trade with the world. 

5. Connectivity is another important issue of convergence, with India working toward 

formalizing its transit agreements and establishing better connectivity infrastructure with this region 

through land, water, and air, example- India-Myanmar-Thailand Trilateral Highway and the Kaladan 

Multimodal Project. 

6. Security: ASEAN platform allows India to discuss non-traditional security issues in Indian 

Ocean Region (IOR) like piracy, illegal migration, and trafficking of drugs, arms, and human, maritime 

terrorism, etc. which can only be resolved on a multilateral level. 

7. India has also scored several diplomatic successes at ARF, including maintaining ties after its 

nuclear test of 1998, isolating Pakistan during the Kargil War, and lobbying against Pakistan’s entry 

in the forum till 2002. 

8. The aggressive rise of China, both economically and militarily, has caused suspicion among 

the countries in the region. This provides an opportunity to India which seeks to balance China and 

gain cooperation in the region. 

Enhancing India-Asean relation further 

1. The recent loss of US market by the ASEAN nations can be compensated with the domestic 

demand in India which has been increasing with the rise of middle class in the country. 

2. In terms of security challenges, both ASEAN and India are faced with grave vulnerabilities 

with regard to terrorism and it is in their common interest to work together to build peace and 

security in the region. 

3. With the withdrawal of US troops from strategic locations in the region, ASEAN countries 

justifiably perceive India, with the largest Naval forces in the Indian Ocean and nuclear capabilities, a 

strategic partner to balance China’s growing power in the region. 

4. While East Asia is on the verge of entering a phase of lower share of working age population 

India is entering a phase with a higher share of working age population which can prove to be a 

human resource base for East Asia. 
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5. Along with East Asian specialization in manufactures, India’s strength in services could result 

in a formidable strategic combination which may be mutually beneficial for both the sides. 

6. India has welcomed the Indo-Pacific document by ASEAN and is pushing for early conclusion 

of code of conduct on South China Sea by ASEAN and China. 

Conclusion 

The region has become strategically important for India due to its growing importance in the world 

politics. And for India to be a regional power as it claims to be, continuing to enhance its relations 

with ASEAN in all spheres must be a priority. 

Explain how broadening the Quad’s current strategic orientation to improve economic 

links could result in a win-win situation for all parties concerned. (250 words) 
Reference:  Times of India 
Why the question: 
The editorial explores how broadening the Quad’s current strategic orientation to improve economic 
links could result in a win-win situation for all parties concerned. Thus the question. 
Key Demand of the question: 
One is expected to elucidate upon the Quad’s economic imperative. 
Directive: 
Explain – Clarify the topic by giving a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the 
particular context. You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with 
relevant associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with current facts related to the context of the question. 
Body: 
The answer body must have the following aspects covered: 
Discuss first, about the QUAD grouping’s key areas of collaboration and how its strategic alignment 
can rope in economic ties. 
Explain how it is providing possible outcomes of trade facilitation among member countries. 
Talk about high-priority areas in India’s bilateral ties with the United States, Japan, and Australia. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with its importance. 
Introduction 

The Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (Quad) of four countries, Japan, the US, Australia and India, was 

formed in 2007 with the initiative coming from Japanese PM Shinzo Abe. It is touted as an alliance to 

contain China’s expansionist policies and aggression in the Indo-Pacific region. 

Body 

1. The Quad first emerged as a cooperative response to the devastation of the 2004 tsunami, 

with the navies of India, Australia, Japan, and the US engaged in the coordinated delivery of 

humanitarian and disaster relief. 

2. In 2007, Japan’s Prime Minister Shinzo Abe, an early advocate of the Indo-Pacific, took steps 

to formalise the grouping through an initial summit and joint naval exercises in the Bay of Bengal. 
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3. Underscored by principles of openness, freedom of movement, and respect for the rules-

based international order, the Quad builds on a complex and overlapping web of bilateral and 

trilateral alliances and partnerships between the four nations. 

4. Its revival, albeit at officials level only, offers a constructive platform for embedding core 

principles into the narrative of the emerging regional order, while building the trust and confidence 

needed to support cooperative initiatives between the nations involved, and others. 

While the security framework of the group is well-understood, there is also an enormous 

opportunity here for Quad nations to dramatically alter the global economic landscape. 

Broadening Quad alliance with economic link is a win for all 

1. According to a paper in Journal of Economic Structures, if Quad countries were to sign a 

trade agreement where bilateral tariffs are scrapped, India’s real GDP could increase by 0.2% or $2.7 

billion a year, while exports could rise by 2.5% or $5.7 billion. 

2. Sectors where India’s exports are competitive such as clothing, textiles, and light 

manufacturing, would benefit the most. 

3. If other nations or groupings – like Asean – were to join such an FTA and engage in reducing 

non-tariff barriers, the benefits for member countries could be exponentially higher. 

4. So, given the economic turmoil the region has faced during an unprecedented year, to 

emerge stronger from this crisis there is a compelling case for India and its Quad allies to embrace 

even greater trade, investment, and economic cooperation. 

5. Amongst all the ties, US-India is more crucial. US-India cooperation on energy and 

infrastructure can serve as an effective platform to enable greater job creation in India, which is 

currently on a multi-dimensional energy transition journey towards increasing its renewables 

capacity. 

6. The Japan-India duo can work together to maintain a free, open and inclusive Indo-Pacific 

region, as a level playing field to fuel economic activities for countries across the littoral. There is 

scope to partner on building resilient supply chains – an essential factor to boost business in India’s 

key industrial sectors. 

7. India’s Australia Economic Strategy Report 2020, in response to a similar document released 

by Australia, projects the ambition to place India as Australia’s third largest trade partner by 2035. 

Raw materials, investments, and access to the Pacific nations are aspects India can benefit from. 

Conclusion 

Political and economic imperatives suggest that the ‘Confluence of Two Seas’, posited by PM Abe in 

his address to India’s Parliament in August 2007, could play a critical role in global strategic and 

economic policies in the years to come. 

The EU and India partnership has been slow-moving and fragmented, struggling to 

maintain momentum. Identify and explain the challenges and opportunities in India-

EU relationship. (250 words) 
Reference:  Hindustan Times 
Why the question: 
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The Indian Prime Minister recently participated in the India-EU Leaders’ Meeting with the leaders of 
all 27 member states of the European Union. India and EU agreed to re-launch the trade talks in a 
major push to boost ties during the video summit. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss in detail the challenges and opportunities in India-EU relationship. 
 Directive: 
Explain – Clarify the topic by giving a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the 
particular context. You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with 
relevant associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with recent happenings between India and EU. 
Body: 
The answer body must have the following aspects covered: 
Discuss the various touch points – Free Trade Negotiations, Global Health Preparedness and 
Resilience, Green growth, Fostering inclusive growth through trade, connectivity, and technology, 
Indo-pacific region etc. 
Then discuss roadblocks in India-EU relations. 
Suggest way forward. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that The India-EU Leaders Meeting will provide fresh direction for implementing the 
ambitious India-EU Roadmap 2025 that was adopted in the India-EU summit held last year. India and 
the EU can partner towards diversification of strategic value chains as well as creating opportunities 
for innovation and growth. 
Introduction 

Today’s changed circumstances provide the two sides with a new set of opportunities to move 

forward on the long-stalled agenda of stronger ties between India and European Union. 

Body 

Recent development 

1. It has been a long road from the first European Union (EU)-India Summit in 2000 to the 

virtual India-EU leaders meeting in 2021, which saw Prime Minister (PM) Narendra Modi interacting 

with the 27 EU leaders as well as presidents of the European Council and the European Commission 

last week. 

2. The optics could not have been better. This was a special privilege accorded to the Indian 

PM to underline a new sense of urgency in the EU to get its India policy right. 

3. From New Delhi’s perspective, this is also an inflection point in the way it is thinking about 

its foreign policy priorities; 

Opportunities for stronger India-EU ties 

1. The EU wants to pivot away from China. It recently signed a Comprehensive Agreement on 

Investment with China, which has drawn a lot of flak and its ratification has now been suspended 

because of diplomatic tensions. 

2. The European Parliament remains overwhelmingly opposed to this deal after China imposed 

sanctions on some of its members, in response to the EU imposing sanctions against China for its 

treatment of the Uyghur Muslim minority in the Xinjiang region. 
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3. With the EU being India’s largest trading partner and the second-largest export destination, 

the economic logic of strong India-EU economic relations is self-evident. 

4. The virtual summit saw India and the EU launching an ambitious “connectivity partnership” 

in digital, energy, transport, and people-to-people sectors, enabling the two to pursue sustainable 

joint projects in regions spanning from Africa, Central Asia to the wider Indo-Pacific. 

5. Exports to EU: India has an untapped export potential of $39.9 billion in the EU and Western 

Europe. The top products with export potential include apparel, gems and jewellery, chemicals, 

machinery, automobile, pharmaceuticals and plastic. 

6. India benefits from tariff preferences under the EU’s Generalized System of Preferences 

(GSP) for several of these products. 

7. In fact, India is among the major beneficiaries of the EU’s GSP, with exports under the GSP 

valued at nearly $19.4 billion in 2019, accounting for nearly 37% of India’s merchandise exports to 

the EU. 

8. New emerging world order after COVID-19: As EU seeks to move away from a global supply 

chain that is overly dependent on China, India can emerge as its most natural ally. 

Concerns in India-EU ties 

1. Stalled EU-India BTIA: It is being negotiated since 2007 and both sides have major 

differences on crucial issues such as: – 

1. EU’s demands: significant duty cuts in automobiles, tax reduction on wines, spirits etc, a 

strong intellectual property regime, relaxation in India’s data localisation norms, protection to all its 

items with Geographical Indication etc. 

2. India’s demands: ‘Data secure’ status (important for India’s IT sector); Ease norms on 

temporary movement of skilled workers, relaxation of Sanitary and Phytosanitary (SPS) and 

Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT) norms etc. 

2. Trade imbalance: India accounts for only 1.9% of EU total trade in goods in 2019, well 

behind China (13.8%). Trade imbalance is expected to further increase with ratification of the 

European Union Vietnam Free Trade Agreement (EVFTA) and the EU-Vietnam Investment Protection 

Agreement, which will make Indian exports less competitive. 

3. India’s perception of EU: It views EU primarily as a trade bloc, preferring bilateral 

partnerships with Member States for all political and security matters. This is evident from lack of 

substantive agreements on matters such as regional security and connectivity. 

4. Brexit: It is unclear how U.K.’s withdrawal from EU will affect India’s relation with EU as 

whole. 

5. Human Rights concerns of EU: The European Parliament was critical of both the Indian 

government’s decision to scrap Jammu and Kashmir’s special status in 2019 and the Citizenship 

(Amendment) Act. 

Way Forward 
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1. To translate their common values into common action, EU and India in can work in third 

countries to consolidate democratic processes and build capacities of transitioning regimes through 

strengthening electoral and parliamentary institutions. 

2. EU can collaborate with India to facilitate connectivity and infrastructure projects in third 

countries, particularly smaller states in South Asia that often fall prey to power politics and fiscal 

instability resulting from China’s loans and political influence as part of its BRI. 

3. Thus, as highlighted by EU strategy on India, adopted in 2018, India EU should take their 

relations beyond “trade lens”, recognizing their important geopolitical, strategic convergence 

Although Africa has been aggressively engaged with China, it wants India to act as a 

balancer and net security provider. Discuss. (250 words) 
Reference:  Hindustan Times 
Why the question: 
The article presents to us the new opportunities in India-Africa relations. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss in detail the role of India as a balancer and net security provider to Africa. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with brief introduction of India-Africa relations. 
Body: 
Discuss India-Africa Relations from past to present. 
Emphasize on the role played by India; India’s foreign policy ideas after Independence impacted 
African decolonization movements. Historically, Indian traders travelled regularly to the East African 
coast, forming relationships with local inhabitants in ports leading to the establishment of Africa-
based family businesses, some of which exist even today. 
This combined with the presence of an influential Indian diaspora has meant that India has 
meaningful, and positive, relationships with many African countries. 
Discuss the need to battle the Chinese influence. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by suggesting opportunities that India has in Africa. 
Introduction 

India’s modern ties to Africa go back decades. From Indian trade with and immigration to Africa 

during the British colonial years to India’s anti-colonial national movement, and its subsequent 

pioneering of the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM), India established many links to African nations. 

In recent times, China has overpowered India in terms of economic engagement. Yet India can 

leverage its soft power to improve footprint on Africa and counter aggressive Chinese in our 

neighbouring continent. 

Body 

Background 
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1. Although India has immense social capital among African nations, it has not matched this in 

material ties, and China’s economic and investment presence in Africa has been outstripping India’s 

for many years. 

2. Not only does China’s economic footprint in Africa dwarf that of India, with over 10,000 

Chinese firms operating on the continent and China becoming Africa’s largest trading partner, but 

with the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) projects, China is offering more than simply large 

infrastructure projects and investments. 

3. China is essentially trying to offer an alternative authoritarian model of development to 

African countries. Its 

4. message is that no longer is the liberal international path the only road for African countries 

to take and prosper. 

5. Because of the social capital India has in Africa, acquired through the historical, political, 

economic and people-to-people ties mentioned here, its presence is welcomed by African countries 

in a way that China’s is not. 

6. There is not a whiff, for example, of the accusations of neo-imperialism aimed at Chinese 

7. Companies such as Tata Motors in South Africa, Bharti Airtel one of the largest telecom 

operators on the continent, and the Aditya Birla Group are seen as beneficial for Africa. 

India-Africa ties in recent times 

1. India-Africa trade reached $62 billion in 2018 compared to $39 billion during 2009-10. 

2. After South Asia, Africa is the second-largest recipient of Indian overseas assistance with 

Lines of Credit (LOC) worth nearly $10 billion (42 per cent of the total) spread over 100 projects in 

41 countries. 

3. Ties were boosted at the India Africa Forum Summit (IAFS) in 2015. 

4. Forty per cent of all training and capacity building slots under the ITEC programme have 

traditionally been reserved for Africa. 

5. Approximately 6,000 Indian soldiers are deployed in UN peace-keeping missions in five 

conflict zones in Africa. 

6. Bilateral cooperation includes solar energy development, information technology, cyber 

security, maritime security, disaster relief, counter-terrorism and military training. 

7. India has also launched several initiatives to develop closer relations, including the first-

ever India Africa Defence Ministers conclave in February 2020 on the margins of the Defence Expo 

2020. 

8. India provides about 50,000 scholarships to African students each year. The huge Indian 

diaspora is a major asset. 

 Africa wants India to act as a balancer vis-a-vis China 

1. Soft power: India was ranked higher than China in a survey wrt trust and development 

initiatives in Africa. India is a development partner unlike China. China’s engagement of Africa, as 

elsewhere, is huge but increasingly regarded as predatory and exploitative. 
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2. Not just transactional: India is also expanding its development assistance to African 

countries beyond its traditional relationships within the Commonwealth in an effort to secure access 

to natural resources as well as serve its broader strategic aims. 

3. Developmental Assistance: Currently, India’s forte in the continent has been developmental 

initiatives such as Indian Technical and Economic Cooperation (ITEC), Team 9, and Pan Africa e-

network among others are aimed at building institutional and human capacity as well as enabling 

skills and knowledge transfer. 

4. Humanitarian assistance: As recently as in 2019, India was the first responder to the Cyclone 

Idai crisis in Mozambique. This has immense potential in the backdrop of China’s String of pearls in 

the Indian Ocean Region. 

5. Pandemic cooperation: The Ministry of External Affairs has already extended the e-ITEC 

course on “COVID-19 Pandemic: Prevention and Management Guidelines for Healthcare 

Professionals” to healthcare workers in Africa. 

6. Vaccine diplomacy: India sent crores of vaccines to poor African nations as aide under its 

Vaccine Maitri initiative. 

Conclusion 

India must tie up with other nations such as Japan and fast forward joint project like Asia Africa 

Growth corridor. Even a Quad plus idea was mooted where Africa can play a huge role, especially 

Eastern African nations. Africa’s trust and faith in India can ensure India’s role as a regional net 

security provider in the region which may propel India as a world leader. 

Highlights the challenges in the success of a two-state solution to the Israel-Palestine 

conflict and analyse the amicability of one-state solution for the same. (250 words) 
Reference:  The Hindu 
Why the question: 
The article highlights the challenges in the success of a two-state solution to the Israel-Palestine 
conflict and suggests the one-state solution instead. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Analyse the Israel-Palestine conflict in detail and analyse the amicability of the one-State solution. 
Directive: 
Analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with brief background of the two-state solution. 
Body: 
It involves dividing Palestine between the state of Israel and the indigenous population of Palestine. It 
was first offered by the British in 1937 and rejected by the Palestinians already then.  In 1947 the 
United Nations insisted that the Palestinians should give half of their homeland to the settler 
movement of Zionism. The two-state solution, offered for the first time by liberal Zionists and the 
United States in the 1980s, is seen by some Palestinians as the best way of ending of the occupation 
of the West Bank. 
Detail upon the interpretation of two-state solution. Highlight the issues associated. 
Throw light upon one-state solution. 
Conclusion: 
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Thus, the one-state solution is the way forward in Palestine and that should be the state for all 
citizens. 
Introduction 

The idea of partitioning Palestine between the settler movement of Zionism, and later the state of 

Israel and the indigenous population of Palestine is not new. United Nations and other civilised 

developed nations insisted that the Palestinians should give half of their homeland to the settler 

movement of Zionism. However, no solution has emerged even today. The recent airstrikes and 

causalities is a grim reminder of injustice to Palestinians. 

Body 

Background 

1. The Palestinians attempted to convince the international community that the problem was 

not only about dispensing with half of their homeland but that the settler movement of Zionism 

would not be content with just half of the country and intended to take as much of it as possible and 

leave in it as few Palestinians as possible. 

2. Under the guise of UN support, the new Jewish state took over nearly 80% of historical 

Palestine and ethnically cleansed almost a million Palestinians (more than half of Palestine’s 

population), and in the way demolished half of Palestine’s villages and most of its towns in nine 

months in 1948; an event known by the Palestinians as the Nakba, the catastrophe. 

Challenges for implementing the two-state solution 

1. The two-state solution, offered for the first time by liberal Zionists and the United States in 

the 1980s, is seen by some Palestinians as the best way of ending of the occupation of the West 

Bank and at least the partial fulfilment of the Palestinian right for self-determination and 

independence. 

2. This is why the Palestine Liberation Organization was willing to give it a go in 1993, by 

signing the Oslo Accords. 

3. But the Palestinian position has no impact in the current balance of power. What mattered 

is how Israel interprets the idea and the fact that there is no one in the world that could challenge its 

interpretation. 

4. The Israeli interpretation, until the rise of Benjamin Netanyahu to power in 2009, was that 

the two-state solution is another means of having the territories, the West Bank and the Gaza Strip, 

without incorporating most of the people living there. 

5. In order to ensure it, Israel partitioned the West Bank (which is 20% of historical Palestine) 

into a Jewish and an Arab part. This was in the second phase of the Oslo Accords, known as the Oslo 

II agreement of 1995. 

6. The Palestinians were forced to accept it under American and Egyptian pressure. One area, 

called area C, which consists of 60% of the West Bank) was directly ruled from 1995 until today by 

Israel. 

7. Under Mr. Netanyahu, Israel is in the process of officially annexing this area while at the 

same time ethnically cleansing the Palestinians living in it. 
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8. The remaining 40% of the West Bank, areas A and B under Oslo II, were put under the 

Palestinian Authority, which optimistically calls itself the state of Palestine, but in essence has no 

power whatsoever, unless the one given to it, and withdrawn from it, by Israel. 

 Way Forward 

1. The only alternative is to decolonise historical Palestine. 

2. Which means that we should aspire to a state for all its citizens all over the country, based 

on the dismantlement of colonialist institutions, fair redistribution of the country’s natural 

resources, compensation of the victims of the ethnic cleansing and allowing their repatriation. 

3. All this will be so that settlers and natives should together build a new state that is 

democratic, part of the Arab world and not against it, and an inspiration for the rest of the region 

which desperately needs such models to push it forward towards a better future. 

Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries on India’s 

interests, Indian Diaspora. 

India’s management of the pandemic could be a faltering block to the country’s 

assertion to regional primacy. Do you agree? Explain. (250 words) 
Reference:  The Hindu 
Why the question: 
The article talks about how COVID-19 could impact India’s great power/leading power aspirations. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Explain how India’s management of the pandemic could be a faltering block to the country’s 
assertion to regional primacy. 
Directive: 
Explain – Clarify the topic by giving a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the 
particular context. You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with 
relevant associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
The second wave of COVID-19 has prompted India to accept foreign aid after a gap of 17 years. This 
is bound to have far-reaching strategic implications for India. 
Body: 
COVID 2.0 has quickened the demise of India’s regional primacy. 
The country’s geopolitical decline is likely to begin in the neighbourhood itself – a strategic space 
which India has been forced to cede to China over the past decade or so. 
South Asian states are likely to favour China, if they haven’t already. 
While the Indo-Pacific is geopolitically keen and ready to engage with India, the pandemic could 
adversely impact India’s ability and desire to contribute to the Indo-Pacific and the Quad. 
Eventually, the Indo-Pacific balance of power could turn in Beijing’s favour. 
Talk about the domestic politics. 
Bring out the India-China equations. 
Conclusion: 
Suggest way forward and solutions to address to it. 
Introduction 
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The second wave of COVID-19 and its agonising consequences, prompting the country to accept 

foreign aid after a gap of 17 years, is bound to have far-reaching strategic implications for India. As a 

direct consequence of the pandemic, New Delhi’s claim to regional primacy and leadership will take 

a major hit, its ‘leading power’ aspirations will be dented, and accentuate its domestic political 

contestations. These in turn will impact the content and conduct of India’s foreign policy in the years 

to come. 

Body 

India’s dented regional primacy due to covid-19 second wave 

1. COVID 2.0 has quickened the demise of India’s regional primacy. 

2. Regrettably, the country’s geopolitical decline is likely to begin in the neighbourhood itself, a 

strategic space which New Delhi has been forced to cede to Beijing over the past decade or so, a 

phenomenon that was intensified by the aggressive regional policies of Modi 1.0. 

3. India’s traditional primacy in the region was built on a mix of material aid, political influence 

and historical ties. 

4. Its political influence is steadily declining, its ability to materially help the neighbourhood will 

shrink in the wake of COVID-19, and its historical ties alone may not do wonders to hold on to a 

region hungry for development assistance and political autonomy. 

5. As a result, South Asian states are likely to board the Chinese bandwagon, if they haven’t 

already. 

6. COVID-19, therefore, comes at a time when India’s standing in the region is already 

shrinking: the pandemic will unfortunately quicken the inevitable. 

7. No doubt, New Delhi will be able to regain a certain sense of normalcy in a few months, but 

the mishandling of the pandemic has dealt it a weaker hand in ongoing backchannel talks with 

Islamabad and border negotiations with Beijing. 

8. But even longer-lasting damage has been done to India’s soft power. This is a big problem 

for the government as it was soft power that allowed New Delhi to assert itself for a seat at the 

global high table to begin with. 

Constraints to expand India’s regional power 

1. While the Indo-Pacific is geopolitically keen and ready to engage with India, the pandemic 

could adversely impact India’s ability and desire to contribute to the Indo-Pacific and the Quad. 

2. COVID-19, for instance, will prevent any ambitious military spending or modernisation plans 

(called for in the wake of the stand-off at the Line of Actual Control (LAC)) and limit the country’s 

attention on global diplomacy and regional geopolitics, be it Afghanistan or Sri Lanka or the Indo-

Pacific. 

3. With reduced military spending and lesser diplomatic attention to regional geopolitics, New 

Delhi’s ability to project power and contribute to the growth of the Quad will be uncertain. 

4. While the outpouring of global aid to India shows that the world realises India is too 

important to fail, the international community might also reach the conclusion that post-COVID-19 

India is too fragile to lead and be a ‘leading power’. 
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5. New Delhi is pivotal to the Indo-Pacific project, but with India’s inability to take a lead role 

and China wooing smaller states in the region away from the Indo-Pacific with aid and threats, the 

Indo-Pacific balance of power could eventually turn in Beijing’s favour. 

Way Forward 

Post-COVID-19, Indian foreign policy is therefore likely to be a holding operation. These strategic 

consequences of the pandemic will shape the content and conduct of India’s foreign policy in several 

important ways. 

1. India must ramp up efforts to stop the virus transmission and improve its health 

infrastructure on war footing. 

2. Once, the pandemic second wave subsides, India must concentrate on regional aid and relief 

to its neighbours and restart the projects to strengthen its soft power. 

3. Ramp up vaccination of all adults and production so that Vaccine Maitri can resume. This can 

recover India’s regional supremacy in a big way. 

Indian diaspora has a decisive role to play in the politics and economy of America and 

European Countries. Elucidate with examples.(250 words) 
Reference:  Indian Express 
Why the question: 
The article explains how diaspora pushed US to help India’s Covid efforts. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Explain with examples how Indian diaspora has a decisive role to play in the politics and economy of 
America and European Countries. 
Directive: 
Elucidate – Give a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the particular context. 
You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with relevant associated 
facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with current scenario, effect of pandemic on global relations. 
Body: 
Explain in what way Indian diaspora has a decisive role to play in the politics and economy of 
America and European Countries. 
India-US relations are in a good place now. They are set to deepen further. When it comes to health-
related cooperation, the US needs to internalize that helping India is really helping the world. 
Vaccines produced in India are meant not only for Indians but for the people of Africa, Asia and Latin 
America. That is why all influential figures in Washington should support the initiative by India and 
South Africa to seek a temporary IPR waiver under the TRIPS agreement. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with importance. 
Introduction 

The Indian diaspora, one of the most “vibrant and dynamic”, is the largest in the world, with 18 

million people from the country living outside their homeland in 2020. 

Body 

Indian diaspora in America and Europe 
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1. India was the world’s top remittance recipient with $79 billion in 2018. 

2. The top positions held by people of Indian origin in IBM, Microsoft, Google, Deloitte, Adobe, 

Palo Alto Networks etc. have a profound impact on global economic output and have decisive 

implications for how their contribution to this output influences the political dynamics not only in 

America and European countries but also across the world. 

3. When Donald Trump attended the ‘Namaste Trump’ event in Gujarat, he had 4.4 million 

Indian Americans in mind impacting the political and economic arena, considering that there were 

candidates like Tulsi Gabbard and Kamala Harris. 

Role of diaspora in politics and economy of America and Europe 

1. Rich Minority Group: Indian diaspora is one of the richest minorities in many developed 

countries, this helped them to lobby for favourable terms regarding India’s interests. 

1. For example, at 2.8 million, Indians may number just 1% of the U.S. population, but they are 

the most educated and richest minority, according to a 2013 Pew survey. 

2. Considerable Vote Bank: Indian diaspora is not just a part of India’s soft power, but a fully 

transferable political vote bank as well. 

0. Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s reception at Madison Square Garden is a way of 

thanking the Indian-American community members who played a big part in his 

electronic campaign and election funding. 

3. Indian Diaspora in Political Position: Many people of Indian origin hold top political 

positions in many countries, in the US itself they are now a significant part of Republicans and 

Democrats, as well as the government. 

0. Most recently, the newly elected Vice president of the US, Kamala Harris, is of Indian 

origin. 

4. Influencing Foreign Policy Decision: Indo-US Civil Nuclear Deal is a case in point, as ethnic 

Indians in the United States successfully lobbied for clinching of the Nuclear-deal. 

5. Indian Identity: Within America and Europe, the Indian Diaspora is an effective public 

diplomacy tool and is acknowledged for its work ethos, discipline, non-interference, and peaceful 

living with the locals. 

0. These values ultimately contribute to identity creation, image projection, and image 

cultivation of the Indians in the developed world. 

6. New Wave of Indian Migration: The Indian Diaspora has been channelled into U.S. and 

European countries mainly through student admission programs, beneficiaries of H-1B visa program, 

family-based preference, and temporary worker visa programs. 

0. Currently, a high percentage of Indian immigrants are young, highly educated, and 

well established in science, technology, engineering, and math (STEM) sectors. 

Conclusion 
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Today, the Indian diaspora is more prosperous than before and its involvement in India’s 

development is increasing. In this context, India should craft fully conduct diaspora diplomacy so as 

to turn diaspora potential into diaspora dividend. 

“An enforced disappearance is a continuous crime in East Asian region that needs a 

comprehensive approach to fight against it”. Justify. (250 words) 
Reference:  The Hindu 
Why the question: 
The article brings to us the dismal picture of enforced disappearance as a continuous crime in the 
East Asian region. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss and justify in what way an enforced disappearance is a continuous crime in East Asian region 
that needs a comprehensive approach to fight against it. 
Directive: 
Justify – When you are asked to justify, you have to pass a sound judgement about the truth of the 
given statement in the question or the topic based on evidences.  You have to appraise the worth of 
the statement in question using suitable case studies or/ and examples. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with what is “Enforced disappearance”. 
Body: 
An enforced disappearance is defined by several constituent elements. First, it is characterised by the 
deprivation of liberty, where persons are arrested, detained or abducted against their will or 
otherwise deprived of their liberty. Second, there are grounds for seeking governmental responsibility 
for the act, including of officials of different branches or levels of government or by organised groups 
or private individuals acting on behalf of, or with the support, direct or indirect, consent or 
acquiescence of, the government. Third, such an act typically occurs in the context of a state’s 
continuous refusal to take relevant action, including refusal to disclose the fate or whereabouts of 
the persons concerned or refusal to acknowledge the deprivation of their liberty, which places such 
persons outside the protection of the law. 
Briefly present the case of enforced disappearances in the East Asian regions – Myanmar, case of Sri 
Lanka, China etc. 
Discuss the underlying factors that lead to enforced disappearances. 
Suggest remedial measures. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that the international community should come together and strengthen its efforts to 
eradicate enforced disappearances as soon as possible. 
Introduction 

The democracy movement in Myanmar is at a critical juncture. On February 1, 2021, the military 

launched a coup d’état to overthrow the democratically elected government led by Aung San Suu 

Kyi’s party, the National League for Democracy. 

Since the coup, the United Nations Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances 

(WGEID) has received reports of enforced disappearances from the family members of victims. 

There is concern that there will be a plethora of cases of enforced disappearances, torture, arbitrary 

detention, and even murder if the situation continues to deteriorate. 

Body 

About Enforced Disappearances 
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1. Enforced disappearances became widely known to the world in the 1970s and the early 

1980s during the ‘Dirty War’ in Argentina where the Argentine military dictatorship committed the 

forceful disappearances of some 30,000 of its own citizens while denying that they kidnapped, 

tortured, and murdered them. 

2. An enforced disappearance is defined by several constituent elements. First, it is 

characterised by the deprivation of liberty, where persons are arrested, detained or abducted 

against their will or otherwise deprived of their liberty. 

3. Second, there are grounds for seeking governmental responsibility for the act, including of 

officials of different branches or levels of government or by organised groups or private individuals 

acting on behalf of, or with the support, direct or indirect, consent or acquiescence of, the 

government. 

4. Third, such an act typically occurs in the context of a state’s continuous refusal to take 

relevant action, including refusal to disclose the fate or whereabouts of the persons concerned or 

refusal to acknowledge the deprivation of their liberty, which places such persons outside the 

protection of the law. 

Enforced Disappearances in East Asia 

1. It is not only in Myanmar that people are mysteriosuly disappearing. This has been the 

case in China as well as Sri Lanka wrt to minorities. 

2. In China, the Working Group has received numerous reports from family members and 

concerned civil society organisations that a massive number of enforced disappearances have 

occurred in the Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region. 

3. Under the pretext of re-education to prevent terrorism, members of the Uyghur minority 

ethnic group are forcibly sent to what Chinese authorities call ‘vocational education and training 

centers’, with no information on their whereabouts and fate given to their families. 

4. Sri Lanka has experienced more than three decades of domestic conflict, which was 

accompanied by various forms of enforced disappearances. 

5. It seemed that there was some hope developing because of efforts by the government to 

confront its history. 

6. However, recently, the government is weakening initiatives it previously started to search 

for and investigate enforced disappearances and has now returned to promoting a culture of 

impunity for these crimes. 

Need of the hour 

1. To protect the right to be free from enforced disappearances, the international community 

adopted the International Convention for the Protection of all Persons from Enforced 

Disappearance in 2006, which became effective in 2010. 

2. However, the number of participating states is still very low compared to other treaties. 

3. Among 63 member states of the treaty, only eight states from the Asia-Pacific region have 

ratified or acceded to the treaty. 

4. Only four East Asian states — Cambodia, Japan, Mongolia, and Sri Lanka have ratified it. 
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5. Asian countries should consider their obligations and responsibilities more seriously and 

reject a culture of impunity in order to eradicate enforced disappearances. 

6. They should also understand that their domestic criminal law systems are not sufficient to 

deal with the crime of enforced disappearance. 

7. An enforced disappearance is a continuous crime that needs a comprehensive approach to 

fight against it. 

 Conclusion 

It is also disheartening to point out that enforced disappearances are being committed in the name 

of counter-terrorism measures. Increasing numbers of enforced disappearances are being reported 

in Pakistan and Bangladesh, and it does not seem that the situation will improve in the near future. 

Enforced disappearance is a serious crime that goes against the philosophy of humanity. The pain 

and suffering of the family members do not end until they find out the fate or whereabouts of their 

loved ones. 

India is trying to balance between its old ties with Palestine and growing relations with 

Israel. Elaborate with examples. (250 words) 
Reference:  The Hindu 
Why the question: 
The article talks of the India’s role amidst the ongoing issues between Israel- Palestine. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss the role being played by India in detail in the Israel- Palestine issue. 
Directive: 
Elaborate – Give a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the particular context. 
You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with relevant associated 
facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with brief background of the question. 
Body: 
The violence started recently, when Palestinian protests began in Jerusalem over an anticipated 
decision of the Supreme Court of Israel on the eviction of six Palestinian families a neighbourhood of 
occupied East Jerusalem. 
Israel’s operation “Guardian of the Walls” began with attacks on Hamas (a fundamentalist 
Palestinian group) tunnels close to the border fence with Israel. 
India has adopted a balanced approach to the current Israeli-Palestine conflict that has pushed the 
volatile region into yet another cycle of violence. 
Present the India’s long-standing position, discuss the dilemma before India. 
Discuss the balancing act being played by India. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way ahead. 
Introduction 

At the open UN Security Council session on the Gaza conflict, India, a non-permanent member, 

attempted a delicate balancing act by reaffirming its traditional support for the Palestine cause 

without abandoning its new friend Israel. 
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T.S. Tirumurti, India’s Permanent Representative at the UN reiterated India’s “strong support for the 

just Palestinian cause and its unwavering commitment to the two-state solution”. But India was 

careful not to upset Israel’s sensitivities. 

Body 

Background to recent conflict 

1. Israel has used disproportionate force against Hamas, which is fighting from Gaza. 

2. The action of Hamas also reflects the growing dissatisfaction with Muhammad Abbas, the 

moderate Palestinian leader based in Ramallah in the West Bank. 

3. Abbas has failed to conduct elections in the past 15 years. This has alienated a part of the 

Palestinian people and hardliners. This has also weakened the cause for a unified Palestine. 

4. 20% of Israel’s population consists of Arab Muslims. The attack on Al-Aqsa Mosque, the third 

holiest shrine of Muslims has also alienated them and they are sympathizing with the Palestinian 

cause. Together with political instability in Israel, this may lead to a civil war in Israel. 

5. The attack on the mosque has also given Islamic militants an opportunity to call for attacks 

across other parts of the world. 

India’s stand on Israel-Palestine issue : A balancing Act 

1. India has consistently voted in favour of those resolutions that promote the two-state 

solution with a Palestinian claim to East Jerusalem. 

2. India has voted in a non-partisan manner, on UN resolutions wrt Israel and Palestine. 

3. For instance, at the UN’s ECOSOC in June 2019 which ended the consultative status for a 

Palestinian NGO that Israel claimed had terror links, India voted in favour of Israel. 

4. Whereas, India has remained “steadfast” in its support for Palestinian rights and has 

consistently voted in favour of Palestine at the United Nations on “15 key resolutions”. 

5. India again reaffirmed its call for a two-state solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict and 

asked both sides to resolve all issues through direct negotiations. 

6. India’s position on Palestine is independent and consistent. It is shaped by our views and 

interests, and not determined by any third country. This was proven when India did not support 

unilateral USA move to recognize Jerusalem as capital of Israel. 

7. India believes that status quo must be maintained until a permanent solution is reached. 

Conclusion 

Looking at the ground situation, the resolution of the Israel Palestine conflict is still elusive. The only 

way forward is peace talks between the two countries as suggested by India and further negotiations 

on the two-state solution proposed by the United Nations. 

What is vaccine tourism? Why is it gaining popularity? Explain. (250 words) 
Reference:  Indian Express 
Why the question: 
The question is based on the theme of Vaccine tourism.   
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Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss the concept of Vaccine tourism and explain why it is gaining popularity off late. 
Directive: 
Explain – Clarify the topic by giving a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the 
particular context. You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with 
relevant associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
A couple of days ago, reports emerged of a Dubai-based tour operator offering a 24-day package 
tour from Delhi to Moscow that has included two shots of the Russian Sputnik-V vaccine. 
Body: 
The answer body must have the following aspects covered: 
Explain what vaccine tourism is – In India, the term “vaccine tourism” became popular late last year 
when reports emerged of several tour operators offering packages to the US with the additional 
benefit of a vaccine shot. 
Meanwhile, South Africans are said to be flying to Zimbabwe, Canadians and South Americans are 
traveling to the US for jabs, while tour operators in Europe are offering trips to Russia for Sputnik V 
shots. 
Discuss why it is gaining popularity. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with prospects and present the case for India. 
Introduction 

In India, the term “vaccine tourism” became popular late last year when reports emerged of several 

tour operators offering packages to the US with the additional benefit of a vaccine shot. Meanwhile, 

South Africans are said to be flying to Zimbabwe, Canadians and South Americans are travelling to 

the US for jabs, while tour operators in Europe are offering trips to Russia for Sputnik V shots. 

Body 

The world is witnessing the effects of the second wave of Covid. While many people have lost their 

lives, the cases are increasing at an alarming rate. To put an end to this virus, Covid vaccine drives 

are taking place everywhere. Health experts and medical staff is encouraging everyone to take the 

jab sooner than later. While the challenge of Covid was hovering, rare fungal infections like Black 

Fungus and White Fungus have also become a cause of worry in India. At this time, another term 

‘vaccine tourism’ is gaining momentum. 

Concept of Vaccine tourism 

1. Vaccine Tourism simply means travelling to another country for sightseeing with an included 

benefit of getting the jab. 

2. There are very few countries that have been allowing Indians to enter, considering the rising 

Covid cases in the country. 

3. Russia is one of few countries that allows entry to Indians with just a negative PCR report 

and no quarantine on arrival. This has resulted in the popularity of ‘vaccine tourism’ packages. 

Reasons for its popularity 

1. The idea of vaccine tourism is gaining momentum in India. Many Indians, who fled to Dubai 

just before international flight ban came into effect last month, are said to be availing the Chinese 

vaccine Sinopharm’s shots in the UAE. 
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2. In fact, vaccine tourism is an emerging trend in countries where vaccines are in short supply, 

or where certain groups are still restricted from being inoculated. 

3. Still, there are only a few countries in the world (parts of the US, Russia, Slovakia, Zimbabwe 

etc) that don’t restrict their vaccination policy to local residents. 

4. Currently, it is not illegal to travel to a foreign country to get vaccinated if air travel is 

allowed. 

5. In January, Florida made it mandatory for those seeking a vaccine to produce a proof of local 

residency. On the other hand, the New York City recently announced a plan to use “vaccine tourism” 

to increase footfalls in the city, offering one shot jabs to all outsiders who are from the US. 

 Conclusion 

The Government of India ensures that no one has to go abroad to take the jab as they will be able to 

get everyone vaccinated by the end of this year. At a time when nation is amidst huge crisis of 

healthcare, it would not be prudent to leave the country. 

Critically examine prospects and challenges of India’s Act East Policy. Also suggest 

some measures to strengthen India’s relationship with South East Asian countries. 

(250 words) 
Reference:  Indian Express 
Why the question: 
The article explains as to what is going wrong with India’s Act East policy. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Critically examine prospects and challenges of India’s Act East Policy. Also suggest some measures to 
strengthen India’s relationship with South East Asian countries. 
Directive: 
Critically examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we have to look into the topic (content words) in 
detail, inspect it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. 
While doing so we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
When ‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the 
topic and give a fair judgment. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with a brief on India’s Act East policy in general. 
Body: 
India’s Look East policy is an effort to cultivate extensive economic and strategic relations with the 
nations of Southeast Asia to bolster its standing as a regional power and a counterweight to the 
strategic influence of the People’s Republic of China. 
Present the pros and cons of the policy. 
Suggest some measures to strengthen India’s relationship with South East Asian countries. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with importance of it. 
Introduction 

Recently, Delhi Chief Minister’s comment on Singapore and third wave stirred up a storm that 

attracted official statements from Singapore government. These incidents can dampen relations 

with nations, especially with China’s strong hold in ASEAN region. 

Body 
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Challenges for India’s Act East policy 

1. Three developments over the past five years are, however, testing Indian diplomacy in the 

region. 

2. First, the rising profile of China combined with growing China-India tensions. 

3. Second, disappointment in the region with India’s economic under-performance. 

4. Third, rising concern in the region with India’s approach towards its minorities, especially 

Muslims and Christians. 

5. There is also the fact that India did not join RCEP Free trade agreement. 

6. Taken together, all these developments weakened the business-to-business (B2B) and 

people-to-people (P2P) connect between India and ASEAN despite the best efforts of hard-pressed 

diplomats to maintain good government-to-government (G2G) relations. 

7. While a lot of foreign policy analysis focuses on G2G relations and official policy statements, 

and a lot of this can be cited to claim that all is well with India-ASEAN relations, few are paying 

attention to how trends in civil society and domestic politics are being shaped. 

8. The bottom line is that despite the best intentions of an Act East Policy, India’s standing and 

image in Southeast Asia have suffered. 

Need for recalibration of India’s Act East Policy 

1. Act East Policy seeks economic integration of India’s economy with global supply chains 

which are concentrated in Southeast Asia and East Asia. 

2. In order to become a manufacturing hub, India should do holistic reforms to make its 

manufacturing competitive (India hasn’t witnessed major reforms since 1991). 

3. India must compensate for not joining RCEP through stepping up support to nations against 

Chinese aggression. 

4. Just like China is showing its assertiveness in the Indian Ocean, India must increase its 

engagement in the South China Sea. 

5. In this context, India’s engagement with Quad and ASEAN countries is a step in the right 

direction. 

6. India and Vietnam, are collaborating in oil exploration in the South China Sea (where China 

has its claims of sovereignty). 

7. Similar to China developing ports in the Indian Ocean, India with Indonesia is developing a 

port called Sabang (near the Strait of Malacca). 

8. Recently, the Indian prime minister proposed an “Indo-Pacific Oceans Initiative” for the safe, 

secure and stable maritime domain. It focuses on creating partnerships among interested states in 

enhancing maritime security, sustainably using marine resources, disaster prevention & 

management. 

  

Conclusion 
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What these trends suggest is that Indian diplomacy must take a fresh look at its Act East policy and 

the constraints being imposed on it by unsatisfactory economic performance and sectarian and 

communal politics at home. India’s cultural relations with ASEAN nations have been strong since the 

longest time and India must leverage this thoroughly. 
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	Functions and responsibilities of the Union and the States, issues and challenges pertaining to the federal structure, devolution of powers and finances up to local levels and challenges therein.
	CBI is often criticized for being a “caged parrot speaking in its master’s voice”. In this context critically analyse the challenges in the functioning of it.(250 words)

	Parliament and State Legislatures – structure, functioning, conduct of business, powers & privileges and issues arising out of these.
	What is the rationale for creation of State Legislative Councils? Discuss the criticisms leveled against State Legislative Councils?  (250 words)

	Structure, organization and functioning of the Executive and the Judiciary—Ministries and Departments of the Government; pressure groups and formal/informal associations and their role in the Polity.
	Discuss the scope and issues related to judicial governance in this unprecedented medical crisis facing the country. (250 words)
	Critically examine the recent judgment of Supreme Court in Maratha reservation case. (250 words)
	Explain the recent Supreme Court verdict on the 102nd Constitutional Amendment with respect to recognizing ‘Socially and Educationally Backward’ Classes (SEBC). Will it deprive State governments of their power to identify SEBCs? (250 words)
	To what extent are Indian laws satisfactory in dealing and addressing medical disasters in the country? Explain.  (250 words)
	Do you think the current judicial intervention during the pandemic by the apex court has encroached the executive’s domain in the country? Analyse. (250 )

	Statutory, regulatory and various quasi-judicial bodies.
	Establishing the National Tribunal commission could possibly entail a radical restructuring of the present tribunals system. Discuss in the backdrop of the recent issues facing the functioning of Tribunals in India. (250 words)

	Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and issues arising out of their design and implementation.
	In the unparalleled pandemic, vaccine development and vaccine administration are time strained challenges. In this context suggest non-vaccine interventions to avert monitor and treat Covid-19. (250 words)
	How far do you agree with the view that a law for criminal contempt is asynchronous with the freedom of speech guaranteed under Indian constitution. Evaluate. (250 words)
	Government ads have often been regarded as misuse of taxpayer’s money for attracting the appearance of political parties. Deliberate in the light of relevant SC rulings. Also reckon the recommendations made by the Twentieth Law Commission to address t...
	“Excess protocols can upset the functioning of Non-Government Organizations across the country”. Critically examine the statement in the context of Foreign Contribution Regulation (Amendment) Act 2020. (250 words)
	Explain the challenges in accelerating digital financial inclusion in India and provide recommendations for making digital services accessible to citizens. (250 words)
	Discuss the need to relook at the Imprisonment practices in India while explaining the significance of Open prison system in India.(250 words)
	Sedition law has been a matter of debate for long in the country especially with the concerns of its misuse, In this context do you think the law needs to be scrapped? Analyse. (250 words)
	Explain the possible implications for the States of the interpretation of the 102nd Amendment by the Supreme Court in the Maratha reservation case. (250 words)
	Examine the urgent need to strengthen the public distribution system and the MGNREGS to deal with the pandemic induced distress in the rural areas. (250 words)
	Explain the objectives of new Information Technology (Intermediary Guidelines and Digital Media Ethics Code) Rules 2021. Also, analyse the concerns with the non-compliance. (250 words)
	“Efficiency and digitisation cannot retreat the rights and dignities of marginalized individuals who are often the subjects of our criminal justice system.” Comment. (250 words)
	Democracy stands undermined in direct proportion to every attack made on the citizen’s right; do you think the IT Rules 2021 have tilt towards violation of these rights? Critically analyse. (250 words)
	The Contest between AYUSH and modern medicine shouldn’t forget public health. Critically analyse the statement with suitable examples. (250 words)
	“Struggles to divert part of tourism from Maldives towards Lakshadweep overlooking it in the Indian Ocean Region has the obvious potential to challenge the sovereignty of our nation amidst rising separatist movements throughout the country. “Criticall...
	The COVID-19 crisis has underlined worldwide how vital data is to governments in decision-making. In this backdrop elucidate the role played by data in decision making. (250 words)

	Development processes and the development industry —the role of NGOs, SHGs, various groups and associations, donors, charities, institutional and other stakeholders.
	Discuss the starring role of Council of Scientific and Industrial research (CSIR) in India’s fight against COVID-19 pandemic. (250 words)
	Discuss the significance of community actions in overcoming the failure of the state and market amidst the pandemic situation.(250 words)

	Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and States and the performance of these schemes; mechanisms, laws, institutions and Bodies constituted for the protection and betterment of these vulnerable sections.
	How direly the second Covid-19 surge, and a looming third wave, in the country will imperil livelihood and income security of workers in the country? Discuss about the social security schemes that should be given priority by the government to sustain ...
	Explain the impact of pandemic on children. Discuss the need for Governments to urgently reach out to children who have lost parents to Covid, with programmes designed with sensitivity. (250 words)
	“The universalization of social security remains an unsatisfied aspiration in the new code on social security”. Critically analyse. (250 words)
	Explain in what ways the patents impediments can be avoided ensuring social justice and improvising the battle against pandemic. (250 words)
	Reforming the POCSO Act is necessary to account for the reporting of historical child sexual abuse. Critically comment.  (250 words)

	Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services relating to Health, Education, Human Resources.
	Discuss the factors responsible for the poor mental health of young population amidst pandemic and suggest solutions to address the same. (250 words)
	Discuss the concept of “One health Approach” and analyse it’s significance in handling zoonotic diseases. (250 words)
	Discuss the problems and prospects of a possible National Health Services in the country. (250 words)
	The urgency to save lives in the pandemic is pushing doctors to prescribe a mix of drugs, which may drive the world into the hidden pandemic of Anti-Microbial resistance. Critically examine. (250 words )
	The privacy of students who use EdTech apps for learning is at risk, In this context discuss the concerns associated while explaining the need of ethical policy to address it. (250 words)
	Explain the challenges facing medical education in India. Is the value-added role of the private sector in medical education a befitting response to these concerns? (250 words)
	What kind of practices need to be adopted to develop a robust pandemic response? Examine the pandemic preparedness and discuss both short-term and long term measures. (250 words)
	Critically analyse the right to the life situation in India amidst the pandemic. (250 words)
	By emphasizing the key factors leading to brain drain in health care sector, deliberate the need for long term solutions to manage human resources in Indian health care sector. (250 words)
	The barb in COVID cases and the following lockdowns has led to Job losses and created an unemployment Crisis. Explain with examples the initiatives taken by the Governments to recompense wage losses and support livelihood. (250 words)
	Explain the major issues with India’s health financing and what possible steps should be taken to address the same. (250 words)

	Issues relating to poverty and hunger.
	With the backdrop of the pandemic advanced use of digital technologies has led to deepening socio-economic inequalities in the country. critically examine. (250 words)

	Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability, e-governance- applications, models, successes, limitations, and potential; citizens charters, transparency & accountability and institutional and other measures.
	Dearth of planning is the foremost cause behind the shortage of equipment during pandemic crisis. Do you agree with this view? Elaborate. (250 words)
	Covid-19 demands a new model of citizen-focused governance, do you agree? Comment. (250 words)
	The pandemic has led to a surge in black marketing of essential drugs and medicines. Explain and propose measures to address the challenge of these black market networks. (250 words)

	India and its neighborhood- relations.
	Analyse the potential areas of development of relationship between India and Japan. (250 words)
	Evaluate the key lessons that India can learn from the recent Ladakh crisis with China. (250 words)
	As the US withdraws troops from Afghanistan, developments in the country will raise security concerns beyond South Asia. comment. (250 words)
	Repeated political mayhem in Nepal has repeatedly compromised Indian interests. In the light of the most recent political crisis, examine the way forward for India. (250 words)

	Important International institutions, agencies and fora- their structure, mandate.
	What is the Reykjavik Declaration? Why is this declaration important for the Arctic region and India? Discuss.  (250 words)
	Critically analyse the role played by WHO in rendering global health security during the COVID-19 pandemic. Also propose reforms to strengthen its role in handling future pandemics. (250 words)

	Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or affecting India’s interests.
	Analyse the scope and potential of India-Japan ties in the background of new dynamism of global politics and closeness of US-Japan relations. (250 words)
	Despite having robust historical link between India and Britain, both countries find it hard to move on from the entrenched past. Critically examine. (250 words)
	Examine the ways of enhancing cooperation between India and ASEAN.(250 words)
	Explain how broadening the Quad’s current strategic orientation to improve economic links could result in a win-win situation for all parties concerned. (250 words)
	The EU and India partnership has been slow-moving and fragmented, struggling to maintain momentum. Identify and explain the challenges and opportunities in India-EU relationship. (250 words)
	Although Africa has been aggressively engaged with China, it wants India to act as a balancer and net security provider. Discuss. (250 words)
	Highlights the challenges in the success of a two-state solution to the Israel-Palestine conflict and analyse the amicability of one-state solution for the same. (250 words)

	Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries on India’s interests, Indian Diaspora.
	India’s management of the pandemic could be a faltering block to the country’s assertion to regional primacy. Do you agree? Explain. (250 words)
	Indian diaspora has a decisive role to play in the politics and economy of America and European Countries. Elucidate with examples.(250 words)
	“An enforced disappearance is a continuous crime in East Asian region that needs a comprehensive approach to fight against it”. Justify. (250 words)
	India is trying to balance between its old ties with Palestine and growing relations with Israel. Elaborate with examples. (250 words)
	What is vaccine tourism? Why is it gaining popularity? Explain. (250 words)
	Critically examine prospects and challenges of India’s Act East Policy. Also suggest some measures to strengthen India’s relationship with South East Asian countries. (250 words)


