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Indian Constitution- historical underpinnings, evolution, features, amendments, 

significant provisions and basic structure. 

Discuss in detail the rationale with which Article 244A was inserted in Indian 

constitution and how it differs from Schedule VI?(250 words) 
Reference: Indian Express 

Introduction: 

Article 244(A) allows for creation of an ‘autonomous state’ within Assam in certain tribal areas. 

Inserted into the Constitution in 1969 by the then Congress government, it also has a provision for a 

Legislature and a Council of Ministers. 

Body: 

Rationale behind Article 244(A): 

1. Article 244(A) allows for creation of an ‘autonomous state’ within Assam in certain tribal 

areas. 

2. It also envisages creation of a local legislature or Council of Ministers or both to carry out 

local administration. 

3. It was Inserted into the Constitution by the Twenty-second Constitution Amendment Act, 

1969. 

4. The demand for this is since the 1980s. 

5. Implementation in Article 244A prescribes the formation of an autonomous State consisting 

of certain tribal areas of Assam and the creation of a local legislature or Council of Ministers. 

6. There has been a demand across three hill districts namely Karbi Anglong, West Karbi 

Anglong, and Dima Hasao. 

7. It gives the provision for a Legislature and a Council of Ministers. 

8. Under Article 244(A)(1), the Parliament may, by law, form within the State of Assam an 

autonomous State comprising all or any of the tribal areas. 

differences from the Sixth Schedule of the Constitution: 

1. The Sixth Schedule of the Constitution provides for theadministration of tribal areas in 

Assam, Meghalaya, Tripura and Mizoram to safeguard the rights of the tribal population in these 

states. 

2. This special provision is provided underArticle 244 (2) and Article 275 (1) of the 

Constitution. 

3. InAssam, the hill districts of Dima Hasao, Karbi Anglong and West Karbi and the Bodo 

Territorial Region are under this provision. 

4. The Governor is empowered to increase or decrease the areasor change the names of the 

autonomous districts. While executive powers of the Union extend in Scheduled areas with respect 

to their administration in fifth schedule, the sixth schedule areas remain within executive authority 

of the state. 
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5. The Fifth Scheduleof the Constitution deals with the administration and control of 

scheduled areas and scheduled tribes in any state except the four states of Assam, Meghalaya, 

Tripura and Mizoram. 

1. The whole of the normal administrative machinery operating in a state do not extend to the 

scheduled areas. 

2. At present,10 States namely Andhra Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Gujarat, Himachal Pradesh, 

Jharkhand, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Odisha, Rajasthan and Telangana have Fifth Schedule 

Area. 

3. Tribal habitations in the states of Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, West Bengal, Uttar Pradesh 

and Jammu & Kashmir have not been brought under the Fifth or Sixth Schedule. 

6. The acts of Parliament or the state legislature do not applyto autonomous districts and 

autonomous regions or apply with specified modifications and exceptions. 

7. The Councils have also been endowed with wide civil and criminal judicial powers,for 

example establishing village courts etc. However, the jurisdiction of these councils is subject to the 

jurisdiction of the concerned High Court. 

Conclusion: 

Special constitutional protections are indeed required for marginalised sections to ensure that 

historical wrongs done to them are reversed and not repeated, but it has denied justice to the non-

tribals, who have lived in ADCs for generations but ended up marginalised. Hence, the government 

and other agencies need to win the confidence of the tribals and non-tribals within the region and 

bring a sense of security and belongingness among them to deal with this sensitive issue.  

Functions and responsibilities of the Union and the States, issues and challenges 

pertaining to the federal structure, devolution of powers and finances up to local 

levels and challenges therein. 

Do you think it’s time to take a re-look at the post of governor or at least codify their 

powers to ensure that tyranny of the unelected does not triumph over popular 

governments. Analyse with examples. (250 words) 
Reference: Deccan Herald 
Why the question: 
The article presents to us a detailed analysis of the post of Governor and a re-look of it.   
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss with examples the need to recognise the codification of powers of the Governor to ensure 
that tyranny of the unelected does not triumph over popular governments. 
Directive: 
Analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with brief background of the question. 
Body: 
The answer body must have the following aspects covered: 
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Discuss the constitutionality of the post of the Governor, explain the powers and responsibilities 
enshrined. 
Bring out the lacunae in the codification of powers of a Governor. Give examples to justify the same. 
Take hints from the article and explain what needs to be done to ensure the post is more mature in 
terms of exercising its powers and responsibilities. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that it is perhaps time to take a re-look at the post of governor itself or at least codify their 
powers to ensure that tyranny of the unelected does not triumph over popular governments. 
Introduction 

Article 154 of the Constitution envisages Governor as the executive chief of the state. All executive 

actions are taken in his name. B R Ambedkar called the office of the Governor as the “office of 

dignity”. He is not an agent of the Centre, but the governor’s post in an independent Constitutional 

office. His office is the linchpin of Indian Cooperative Federalism. 

Body 

Tyranny of the unelected in recent times 

1. Gubernatorial powers: The task of inviting the largest party/alliance post-election is a 

discretion of the Governor which is wrought in controversy. Eg: Karnataka, in 2018 

election presented a hung assembly. Ultimately the issue had to be resolved in Supreme Court 

leading to fall of the government that couldn’t prove its majority. 

2. Governor’s appointment: Article 155 says that governor should be appointed (not elected) 

from amongst persons of high status with eminence in public. The elected government at the state is 

not even consulted while making appointment of the Governors. Further successive governments 

have reduced this important constitutional office to a sinecure and resting place for loyal and retired 

/ about to retired / about to retire politicians apart from docile bureaucrats. 

3. Appointment and dismissal of the Chief Minister: Governor appoints Chief Minister, other 

ministers, Advocate General, Chairmen and members of the State Public Service Commission in the 

state. After elections in the state, there is a convention to invite the largest party to form 

government in the state. This convention has been flouted many times at the whim of the 

governor.g: The recent episode Maharashtra where Governor inducted a new government at 5:00 

am without ascertaining the requisite numbers for the government. 

4. Reservation of Bills for Consideration of President: As per Article 200 of the Constitution, 

the governor can reserve certain types of bills passed by the State Legislature for the President’s 

consideration. Centre, through the governor in case of different parties ruling, used this provision to 

serve partisan interests. 

5. Misuse of Article 356: Article 356 is the most controversial article of the Constitution. It 

provides for State emergency or President’s rule in State if the President, on receipt of report from 

the Governor of a State. But since the SR Bommai case, this has been sparsely used. 

6. Removal of the Governor: Article 156 says that the governor will hold office during the 

pleasure of the President for five years. The governor has no security of tenure and no fixed term of 

office. This prevents to uphold neutrality of the governor, fearing retribution. E.g.: The mass 

changing of the governors of state whenever a new government comes to power at Centre. 

Need for codification of powers of the Governor 
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Below committee recommendations must be codified to remove any ambiguity. 

1. Rajamannar Committee: Consultation of the CM must become mandatory before the 

appointment of the Governor. 

2. Punchhi Commission: The phrase “during the pleasure of the President” should be deleted 

from the Constitution. 

1. Governor should be removed only by a resolution of the state legislature. 

2. Qualification for the post must be laid down in Constitution while giving security of tenure. 

This will enable the Governor to take impartial and neutral decisions. 

3. Sarkaria Commission Report (1988): On appointment of Governor: – 

0. Governor should be an eminent person and not belong to the state where he is to 

be posted. 

1. State chief minister should have a say in the appointment of governor 

2. Governor should be a detached figure without intense political links or should not 

have taken part in politics in recent past. 

3. Governor should not be a member of the ruling party. 

4. Other recommendations: Governor must act at all times in aid and advise of CM, unless as 

given specifically in the Constitution. 

0. He or she must not overpower or assume the role of state government. 

Conclusion 

In a federal structure, the states cannot function as vassals of the Centre. Governors are a relic of the 

British past and many of them have downgraded themselves to mere agents of the Centre with utter 

disregard to constitutional provisions, conventions, precedents and even court verdicts. It is perhaps 

time to take a re-look at the post of governor itself or at least codify their powers to ensure that 

tyranny of the unelected does not triumph over popular governments. 

Parliament and State Legislatures – structure, functioning, conduct of business, 

powers & privileges and issues arising out of these. 

 Explain the rationale behind extension of ordinance making power of the executives 

in our country. How has it is been often misused? Discuss with suitable examples. (250 

words) 
Reference:  The Hindu 
Why the question: 
The article throws light upon the ordinance making powers of the executive and its misuse. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Explain the rationale behind extension of ordinance making power of the executives in our country 
and with examples explain how this power has been often misused. 
Directive: 
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Explain – Clarify the topic by giving a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the 
particular context. You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with 
relevant associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with what you understand by Ordinance making power of the government. 
Body: 
The answer body must have the following aspects covered: 
Discuss the constitutionality – The Constitution permits the central and State governments to make 
laws when Parliament (or the State Legislature) is not in session. As law making is a legislative 
function, this power is provided for urgent requirements, and the law thus made has an automatic 
expiry date. The Constitution states that the ordinance will lapse at the end of six weeks from the 
time Parliament (or the State Legislature) next meets. 
Explain the issues and concerns associated – the point of promulgation and repromulgation. 
Present the court judgments in this aspect to defend your side, explain the concerns in detail with 
recent examples such as – central government has repromulgated the ordinance that establishes a 
commission for air quality management in the National Capital Region, or the Commission for Air 
Quality Management in National Capital Region and Adjoining Areas Ordinance, 2020. 
Discuss points that prove its unconstitutionality. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with solutions. 
Introduction 

Article 123 of the Constitution grants the President certain law-making powers to promulgate 

Ordinances when either of the two Houses of Parliament is not in session. Similar powers are 

available to the governor under Article 213. 

Body 

Rationale for ordinance making power and checks and balances 

1. The ordinance-making power is the most important legislative power of the President. It has 

been vested in him to deal with unforeseen or urgent matters. 

2. An ordinance can be promulgated only when both Houses or either of the two Houses of 

Parliament is not in session or when the state legislature is not in session in case of Governor’s 

ordinance making power. 

3. An ordinance can be issued only on those subjects on which the Parliament can make laws. 

4. An ordinance is subject to the same constitutional limitations as an Act of Parliament. 

Hence, an ordinance cannot abridge or take away any of the fundamental rights. 

5. Every ordinance issued must be laid before both the Houses of Parliament or state 

legislature within six weeks from the reassembly of Parliament or state legislature and it ceases to 

exist if it is not approved within six weeks of reassembly. 

6. President can make an ordinance only when he is satisfied that the circumstances exist that 

render it necessary for him to take immediate action. In Cooper case, (1970), the Supreme 

Court held that the President’s satisfaction can be questioned in a court on the ground of malafide. 

7. Supreme Court in the D.C. Wadhwa case ruled that successive repromulgation of 

ordinances with the same text without any attempt to get the bills passed by the assembly would 
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amount to violation of the Constitution and the ordinance so repromulgated is liable to be struck 

down. 

8. It held that the exceptional power of law-making through ordinance cannot be used as a 

substitute for the legislative power of the state legislature or Parliament. 

Misuse of ordinance making power 

1. Ordinances appear to be a loophole that the ruling Governments have found to push laws 

without bringing much attention or spending time in Parliament. 

2. In reality, many times ordinances are issued by the government for lack of consensus in 

Parliament. 

3. If there is a possibility of a bill not being passed in the current session of Parliament, 

government can take the ordinance route pending its approval by the Parliament during a later 

session. 

1. For instance, the farm laws were first promulgated via ordinance and then passed as Bills. It 

created a furore that is still ongoing as farm protests. 

2. The governments are using its ordinance-making power as virtually an alternative tool of 

legislation. 

4. Ordinances are used by governments to pass legislation which is currently pending in 

Parliament, as was the case with the Food Security Ordinance. 

5. The power of the executive to issue ordinances goes against the principle of separation of 

powers as lawmaking is the domain of legislature. 

6. Since independence, numerous ordinances have been issued which clearly shows that this 

power has been used quite regularly instead of being the last resort 

Way Forward 

1. The legal position is clear, and has been elucidated by constitution Benches of the Supreme 

Court. Ordinances are to tackle exigencies when the legislature is not in session, and expire at the 

end of six weeks of the next meeting of the legislature. 

2. This time period is given for the legislature to decide whether such a law is warranted. 

3. Repromulgation is not permitted as that would be a usurpation of legislative power by the 

executive. 

4. As governments, both at the Centre and States, are violating this principle, the legislatures 

and the courts should check the practice. 

5. That is what separation of powers and the concept of checks and balances means. 

6. By not checking this practice, the other two organs are also abdicating their responsibility to 

the Constitution. 
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Structure, organization and functioning of the Executive and the Judiciary—

Ministries and Departments of the Government; pressure groups and 

formal/informal associations and their role in the Polity.  

Do you think the opportunities of continuing virtual access to the Supreme Court (SC) 

provides for free and unhindered justice in the country? Comment. (250 words) 
Reference:  The Hindu 
Why the question: 
The article presents an analysis on opportunities of continuing virtual access to the Supreme Court 
(SC). 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss in what way opportunities of continuing virtual access to the Supreme Court (SC) provides for 
free and unhindered justice in the country. 
Directive: 
Comment– here we have to express our knowledge and understanding of the issue and form an 
overall opinion thereupon. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with brief background of the question. 
Body: 
Discuss first the Constitutional aspect of the significance of free and equal access to the SC. 
The idea of a single place of sitting: The R. Ambedkarled Drafting Committee was of the view that the 
Court must have a specified place of sitting and that litigants should “know where to go and whom to 
approach”. 
Talk about Provision of holding benches at other places. 
Present the associated issues. Then move on to discuss the significance of virtual hearings. 
Conclusion: 
Till the judiciary acts on proposals of virtual hearings, it shall continue as a matter of right and just 
and equitable policy. 
Introduction 

The top court, after taking suo motu cognizance of a letter written by former Supreme Court Bar 

Association (SCBA) president and senior lawyer Vikas Singh, had on April 6 2020 issued a slew of 

directions to use technology for conducting hearings in courts across the country to avoid 

congregation due to the “extraordinary” outbreak of COVID-19. 

Body 

Constitutional aspect of Supreme Court place of sitting 

1. Even at the time the Constitution was being debated by the Constituent Assembly, 

geographical access to the Supreme Court was flagged as a concern. 

2. The B.R. Ambedkar-led Drafting Committee was nevertheless of the view that the Court 

must have a specified place of sitting and that litigants should “know where to go and whom to 

approach”. 

3. Accordingly, in recognition of the same, the Constitution empowered the Chief Justice to 

hold sittings of the Supreme Court through Circuit Benches in places other than Delhi as well. 
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4. However, despite an increasing caseload and repeated pleas by litigants and governments, 

successive Chief Justices have refused to invoke this constitutional power for reasons best known to 

them. 

Challenges in reaching the apex court 

1. In India, given the unified, single-pyramidal structure of the judicial system, all types of cases 

can potentially make their way to the Supreme Court, irrespective of the place or forum of the 

original institution. It is the effective exercise of that right, however, that is curtailed by the court 

assembling exclusively in Delhi. 

2. According to a report by the Centre for Policy Research, a disproportionately high number of 

cases filed in the Supreme Court originated in High Courts closer to Delhi. 

3. For instance, cases from States like West Bengal, Bihar and Andhra Pradesh, which 

collectively account for around a fifth of India’s total population, contribute to less than 10% of the 

court’s docket. 

4. On the other hand, almost 18% of all cases in the Supreme Court originate from Punjab and 

Haryana, with less than 5% of the total population share. 

5. Geographical constraints have also meant that appearing before the Supreme Court has 

inescapably become the domain of a select few lawyers in and around Delhi. 

6. Such implied exclusivity consequently translates into steep and often prohibitive monetary 

costs for litigants. 

7. Without the option of a local advocate of their choice, litigants are forced to choose from 

what the Bar in Delhi offers, both in terms of quality and costs. 

Significance of virtual hearing 

1. Over the past year, with virtual hearings, what was seen as the exclusive domain of a limited 

number of lawyers in Delhi has opened up to advocates from all over India, most of whom could only 

ever have dreamt of addressing the Supreme Court in their lifetimes. 

2. Litigants now have the option to engage a local lawyer of their own choice and convenience, 

including the same lawyer who argued their case before the lower court. 

3. More than one Law Commission and Parliamentary Committee have recommended Circuit 

Benches of the Supreme Court to be set up around the country. 

4. Nonetheless, till the judiciary acts on such proposals, virtual hearings should be allowed to 

continue, if not as a matter of right, then at least as a matter of just and equitable policy. 

 Conclusion 

Indeed, virtual hearings may not be the perfect alternative, but such imperfections must be 

preferred over a denial of the right to access justice itself. It is only when each person in India is 

provided unhindered access to its corridors can the Supreme Court be said to have fulfilled its 

constitutional promise. 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia


INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 
 
 

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia Page 19 

Access to justice for the deprived is a constitutional decree to ensure fair treatment 

under our legal system.  In this context, analyse the success of Lok Adalat in India. 

(250 words) 
Reference:  The Hindu 
Why the question: 
The article presents to us an analysis of successes and failures of Lok Adalat. 
Key Demand of the question: 
One must analyse in detail the success of the idea of Lok Adalat in the Indian setup of judiciary in 
presenting access to justice for the deprived. 
Directive: 
Analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with what Lok Adalats are. 
Body: 
First talk about the constitutional status of Lok Adalats. Briefly discuss the History and Evolution of 
Lok Adalats in India. 
Discuss the provisions given in the constitution with respect to access to justice for the deprived. 
Present the merits and demerits of the system, weigh the successes achieved. 
Account for challenges and shortcoming if any. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with their importance. 
Introduction 

Lok Adalat (People’s Court) is one of the alternative dispute resolution mechanisms, where the cases 

or disputes which are pending in a court or which are at pre-litigation stage are settled in an 

amicable manner. It is a statutory body under the Legal Services Authorities Act, 1987. This system is 

based on Gandhian principles. 

Body 

Lok Adalat: Background 

1. NALSA along with other Legal Services Institutions conducts Lok Adalats. 

2. The Constitution (42nd Amendment) Act, 1976, inserted Article 39A to ensure “equal justice 

and free legal aid”. 

3. To this end, the Legal Services Authorities Act, 1987, was enacted by Parliament and it came 

into force in 1995 “to provide free and competent legal services to weaker sections of the society” 

4. Under the said Act, the award (decision) made by the Lok Adalats is deemed to be a decree 

of a civil court and is final and binding on all parties and no appeal against such an award lies 

before any court of law. 

5. If the parties are not satisfied with the award of the Lok Adalat though there is no provision 

for an appeal against such an award, but they are free to initiate litigation by approaching the court 

of appropriate jurisdiction by filing a case by following the required procedure, in exercise of their 

right to litigate. 
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6. The objective of Lok Adalat is to settle the disputes which are pending before the courts, by 

negotiations, conciliation and by adopting persuasive common sense and human approach to the 

problems of the disputants. 

7. As an alternative dispute resolution tool, Lok Adalats are regularly organised to help parties 

reach a compromise. 

8. Motor-accident claims, disputes related to public-utility services, cases related to dishonour 

of cheques, and land, labour and matrimonial disputes (except divorce) are usually taken up by Lok 

Adalats. 

Success of Lok Adalat: Access to justice for deprived 

1. Access to justice for the poor is a constitutional mandate to ensure fair treatment under our 

legal system. Hence, Lok Adalats (literally, ‘People’s Court’) were established to make justice 

accessible and affordable to all. 

2. It was a forum to address the problems of crowded case dockets outside the formal 

adjudicatory system. 

3. The State Legal Services Authorities (SLSAs) have been organising Lok Adalats on a daily, 

fortnightly and monthly basis. 

4. Data from the National Legal Services Authority (NALSA) show that Lok Adalats organised 

across the country from 2016 to 2020 disposed of 52,46,415 cases. 

5. Similarly, National Lok Adalats (NLAs) organised under the aegis of NALSA settle a huge 

number of cases across the country in a single day. 

6. For instance, NLAs conducted on February 8, 2020, disposed of 11,99,575 cases. From 2016 

to 2020, NLAs have disposed of a total of 2,93,19,675 cases. 

7. To overcome the challenges posed by the COVID-19 pandemic, e-Lok Adalats were organised 

at both national and State level. 

Inherent issues of Lok Adalat 

1. The Supreme Court, in State of Punjab vs Jalour Singh (2008), held that a Lok Adalat is purely 

conciliatory and it has no adjudicatory or judicial function. 

2. As compromise is its central idea, there is a concern, and perhaps a valid one, that in the 

endeavour for speedy disposal of cases, it undermines the idea of justice. 

3. In a majority of cases, litigants are pitted against entities with deep pockets, such as 

insurance companies, banks, electricity boards, among others. 

4. In many cases, compromises are imposed on the poor who often have no choice but to 

accept them. 

5. In most cases, such litigants have to accept discounted future values of their claims instead 

of their just entitlements, or small compensations, just to bring a long-pending legal process to an 

end. 
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6. Similarly, poor women under the so-called ‘harmony ideology’ of the state are virtually 

dictated by family courts to compromise matrimonial disputes under a romanticised view of 

marriage. 

7. Even a disaster like the Bhopal gas tragedy was coercively settled for a paltry sum, with real 

justice still eluding thousands of victims. 

Measures to make Lok Adalats function as an effective dispute redressal mechanism 

1. Though the execution of the legal aid programme has been yielding favorable results but 

much more is needed to be reformed 

2. Using the various forms of ADRs like Arbitration, conciliation, Negotiation and Mediation in 

the settling of disputes especially those involving matrimonial problems can prove to be an effective 

legal aid tool providing quick and inexpensive justice to the masses. 

3. Substantial allocation of financial resources should be made at Revised Estimate stage to 

make the functioning of NALSA more effective. 

4. Free legal aid must not be read to imply poor or inferior legal services. The lawyers in the 

panel should be experienced. The law ministry should ensure the senior lawyers do at least ten cases 

a year free of charge in the Courts. 

5. Efforts should be made to inform the public of the existence of these services by using 

electronic media and aggressive campaigns. 

6. Awareness of schemes and programs to be able to guide the poor litigants in this regard 

Conclusion 

Lok Adalat has a positive contributory role in the administration of justice. It supplements the efforts 

and work of the courts. Area of contribution chosen for the purpose specially concerns and helps the 

common man, the poor, backward and the needy-most sections of the society. Lok Adalats play a 

very important role to advance and strengthen “equal access to justice”, the heart of the 

Constitution of India, a reality. This Indian contribution to world ADR jurisprudence needs to be 

taken full advantage of. Maximum number of Lok Adalats need to be organized to achieve the 

Gandhian Principle of Gram Swaraj and “access to justice for all”. 

A just outcome of a legal process is far more important than expeditious disposal, In 

this context critically analyse the issues associated with Lok Adalats in India. (250 

words) 
Reference:  The Hindu 
Why the question: 
The article provides for a brief analysis of the Lok Adalats in the country. 
Key Demand of the question: 
One is expected to analyse the statement in detail and critically analyse the issues associated with 
Lok Adalats in India. 
Directive: 
Critically analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or 
nature of the topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
When ‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the 
topic and give a fair judgment. 
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Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with brief background of Indian judiciary in the context of the question. 
Body: 
The answer body must have the following aspects covered: 
Present first a picture of endemic delays and excessive backlogs in Indian judiciary. 
Discuss the associated issues in detail – fall in the efficiency of National Lok Adalat: Due to 
discontinuation of organizing NLAs on specific to subject matter (since 2017), Limitations of e-Lok 
Adalats, Questions over the quality of justice delivery, Money power domination etc. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that a just outcome of a legal process is far more important than expeditious disposal. 
Introduction 

Justice delayed is justice denied. Access to justice for the poor is a constitutional mandate to ensure 

fair treatment under our legal system. Judicial delays and complex procedure have made justice 

elusive for the poor. For this reason, Lok Adalats were established for speedy disposal of cases. 

However, their performance needs to be evaluated. 

Body 

Problems of delay in Judiciary 

1. The Indian judicial system is often lambasted, perhaps justifiably, for its endemic delays and 

excessive backlogs. 

2. As per the National Judicial Data Grid, 16.9% of all cases in district and taluka courts are 

three to five years old; for High Courts, 20.4% of all cases are five to 10 years old, and over 17% are 

10-20 years old. 

3. Furthermore, over 66,000 cases are pending before the Supreme Court, over 57 lakh 

cases before various HCs, and over 3 crore cases are pending before various district and subordinate 

courts. 

4. Justice V.V.S. Rao, former judge of the Andhra Pradesh High Court, calculated a few years 

ago that it will take around 320 years to clear the existing backlog of cases. 

Lok Adalat and its performance in India 

Lok Adalat (People’s Court) is one of the alternative dispute resolution mechanisms, where the cases 

or disputes which are pending in a court or which are at pre-litigation stage are settled in an 

amicable manner. It is a statutory body under the Legal Services Authorities Act, 1987. This system 

is based on Gandhian principles. 

1. As per data from NALSA, subject matter-specific NLAs were organised in 2015 and 2016 on a 

monthly basis. Therefore, each NLA dealt with a specific type of dispute on a single day, each month. 

2. However, from 2017, this practice was discontinued. Thereafter, each NLA has been 

handling all types of cases on a single day. 

3. This was done to reduce the costs of organising the NLAs, and more importantly, to allow 

parties more negotiation time. 

4. But this, in turn, led to a significant drop in the number of cases settled. In 2015 and 2016, 

ten NLAs were held each year that disposed of 1,83,09,401 and 1,04,98,453 cases respectively. 
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5. In 2017 and 2018, the number of NLAs dropped to five, with 54,05,867 and 58,79,691 cases 

settled respectively. In 2019, four NLAs were organised, and they disposed of 52,93,273 cases. 

6. The first national e-Lok Adalat was conducted both physically and virtually using 

videoconferencing tools, and it disposed of 10,42,816 cases. 

7. But this was less than the average of settled cases in 2017, 2018, and 2019. This suggests 

that the performance of the NeLA was less efficient than physical National Lok Adalats organised in 

2017, 2018, and 2019. 

Measures to make Lok Adalats function as an effective dispute redressal mechanism 

1. Though the execution of the legal aid programme has been yielding favorable results but 

much more is needed to be reformed 

2. Using the various forms of ADRs like Arbitration, conciliation, Negotiation and Mediation in 

the settling of disputes especially those involving matrimonial problems can prove to be an effective 

legal aid tool providing quick and inexpensive justice to the masses. 

3. Substantial allocation of financial resources should be made at Revised Estimate stage to 

make the functioning of NALSA more effective. 

4. Free legal aid must not be read to imply poor or inferior legal services. The lawyers in the 

panel should be experienced. The law ministry should ensure the senior lawyers do at least ten cases 

a year free of charge in the Courts. 

5. Efforts should be made to inform the public of the existence of these services by using 

electronic media and aggressive campaigns. 

6. Awareness of schemes and programs to be able to guide the poor litigants in this regard 

Conclusion 

Lok Adalat has a positive contributory role in the administration of justice. It supplements the efforts 

and work of the courts. Area of contribution chosen for the purpose specially concerns and helps the 

common man, the poor, backward and the needy-most sections of the society. Lok Adalats play a 

very important role to advance and strengthen “equal access to justice”, the heart of the 

Constitution of India, a reality. This Indian contribution to world ADR jurisprudence needs to be 

taken full advantage of. Maximum number of Lok Adalats need to be organized to achieve the 

Gandhian Principle of Gram Swaraj and “access to justice for all”.  

 Vacancies in the judiciary is aggravated by the disagreements between the 

Government and Collegium. Critically analyse. (250 words) 
Reference:  tribuneindia.com 
Why the question: 
The article explains the need and importance of prescribing a suitable time frame for appointing 
Judges in the country. 
Key Demand of the question: 
One must critically analyse how vacancies in the judiciary is aggravated by the disagreements 
between the Government and Collegium. 
Directive: 
Critically analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or 
nature of the topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia
https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/comment/prescribe-time-frame-for-appointing-judges-237944


INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 
 
 

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia Page 24 

When ‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the 
topic and give a fair judgment. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with some key data/statistics related to vacancies of Judges in our Judiciary. 
Body: 
Comment on the status of vacancies in the Judiciary – of the total sanctioned strength of 1,080 of 25 
High Courts, they have been functioning with only 661, judges leaving 419 vacancies (almost 40%) as 
of March 1. 
Then discuss in detail the impacts of delays in filling vacancies in the judiciary. 
Explain the causes for delays in filling vacancies. 
Conclusion: 
Suggest what needs to be done, emphasis on the need for the government and the judiciary to come 
to terms. 
Introduction: 

The list of alarming numbers and figures relating to the depleting numbers in India’s higher judiciary 

has a new addition. The statistics of ever-increasing cases in judicial courts at all levels and a large 

number of vacancies in courts, sometimes reaching 60 per cent of the sanctioned strength, are 

sobering. Of the total sanctioned strength of 1,080 of 25 High Courts, they have been functioning 

with only 661 judges, leaving 419 vacancies (nearly 40%) as on March 1. The number of vacancies in 

five leading High Courts — Patna (60.4%), Calcutta (55.6%), Rajasthan (54%), MP (49.1%) and AP 

(48.6 %) — speak for themselves. 

Body: 

Background: 

1. On March 24, at a Supreme Court hearing, the Bench asked the Union government to clarify 

on the status of 55 recommendations made by its collegium to various High Courts and sent to the 

government six months to nearly a year and a half ago. 

2. Forty-four of them were made to fill vacancies in six High Courts. Ten of the remaining 

recommendations fall in a special category. 

3. With initial recommendations by the collegium, these were sent to the government. 

4. The latter raised some objections and referred them back to the collegium. 

5. After considering the objections, the collegium sent them back to the government (for 

making appointments). 

6. Under the constitutional law as settled by the Supreme Court, such reiteration by the 

collegium is binding on the government. 

7. However, there has been no response from the government for months together. 

Process of appointment of judges: 

1. In the Third Judges Case (1998) (by a follow-up President’s Reference to the Court), the 

Supreme Court expanded the Collegium formed in the first (1981) and second (1993) judges’ 

cases to include the CJI and the next four (up from two) senior-most judges. 
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2. Once the collegium clears the names, the Law Ministry has to put up the recommendation to 

the Prime Minister in 3 weeks who will, in turn, advise the President. Thereafter no time limit is 

prescribed and the process comes to a standstill. 

3. If the collegium reiterates the names, the court said that the government has no option but 

to appoint the judges. 

4. With the 99th constitutional amendment act and NJAC Bill 2014, National judicial 

appointment commission was established by the union government to bring transparency and 

accountability in appointment of judges. 

5. In the Fourth Judges Case (2015), Supreme Court set aside the 99th constitutional 

amendment creating the National Judicial Appointments Commission. The Supreme Court ruled that 

the amendment was a threat to judicial independence, an integral part of Basic Structure 

Doctrine. A majority of judges took pains to point out how much the independence of the judiciary 

was guaranteed by the collegium system of appointments. 

The controversies often associated with the collegium system are 

1. Credibility of the SC: 

1. Controversial collegium system of judicial appointments undermines the independence of 

judges and raises doubts about the credibility of the highest court. 

2. There is a failure to make an assessment of the personality of the contemnor at the time of 

recommending his name for elevation. 

3. Example: The controversy over the proposed elevation of Justice P.D. Dinakaran of the 

Karnataka High Court to the Supreme Court by the collegium of the Chief Justice and four senior-

most judges of the Supreme Court was criticised for overlooking apparently suitable judges by the 

collegiums 

4. The judiciary off late has been caught in many such situations of credibility crisis off late. 

2. The executive has little or no role in the appointment of judges as a result. 

3. Supreme court is overburdened: 

0. The Supreme Court did not realise the burden it was imposing on the collegium of 

selecting judges for the Supreme Court and High Courts and transferring them from 

one High Court to another. 

1. An administrative task of this magnitude must necessarily detract the judges of the 

collegium from their principal judicial work of hearing and deciding cases. 

4. Lacking this infrastructural backup, the collegium resorts to ad hoc informal consultations 

with other judges in the Supreme Court who are expected to know the merits of a proposed 

appointee from a High Court or occasionally by sounding a member of the Bar. 

0. These methods are poor substitutes for a full time intensive collection of data about 

an incumbent, his work, standing, merit, integrity and potential which requires to be 

made considerably in advance for filing in the vacancy. 

1. This system overlooks several talented junior judges and advocates. 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia


INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 
 
 

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia Page 26 

5. Besides, the collegium’s deliberations are secret, the system is opaque and the choice of a 

judge is only known when his name is forwarded to the Government for formal appointment. 

6. The collegium has necessarily limited its field of choice to the senior-most judges from the 

High Court for the appointments to the Supreme Court, overlooking the several talented junior 

judges in the High Courts or members of the bar. 

7. Skewed representation of socio economic backward classes like women, scheduled castes 

and tribes in the Supreme Court. 

Implications: 

Huge pendency: Overall, the pending cases in the subordinate judiciary increased from 2.92 crore in 

December 2018 to 3.72 crore at the end of January 2021. The backlog of cases 30 or more years old 

has increased by 61% in the past two years (till January 2021). 

The collegium system needs reforms: 

1. The need of the hour is to revisit the existing system through a transparent and 

participatory procedure, preferably by an independent broad-based constitutional body 

guaranteeing judicial primacy but not judicial exclusivity. 

2. The new system should ensure independence, reflect diversity, demonstrate professional 

competence and integrity. 

3. The system needs to establish a body which is independent and objective in the selection 

process. In several countries of the Commonwealth, National Judicial Appointment 

Commissions have been established to select judges. Such judicial commissions have worked with 

success in the U.K., South Africa and Canada. 

4. Setting up a constitutional body accommodating the federal concept of diversity and 

independence of judiciary for appointment of judges to the higher judiciary can also be thought of 

as an alternate measure. 

5. There should be a fixed time limit for approval of recommendations. 

6. As of now, instead of selecting the number of judges required against a certain number of 

vacancies, the collegium must provide a panel of possible names to the President for appointment in 

order of preference and other valid criteria. 

7. New memorandum of procedure: 

1. After the Second and Third Judges Cases, a Memorandum of Procedure had been 

formulated to govern how the process of how the Collegium would make recommendations to the 

Executive. 

2. The government therefore suggested that a new MOP be drafted and finalised for 

appointment of SC judges and the Executive to get a veto over candidates for national security 

reasons in this new MOP. 

Conclusion: 

Faced with intense public scrutiny and government pressure, the judiciary’s institutional weaknesses 

are being laid bare. These are not simply the moral failings of one individual or the consequences of 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia


INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 
 
 

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia Page 27 

the misjudgement of a few. It is another illustration of the institution’s inability to accept its internal 

infirmities. 

Account for the status of women in Indian Judiciary, examine the benefits of possible 

wider women representation that is being foreseen in the country with examples. 

(250 words) 
Reference:  Indian Express 
Why the question: 
The article explains that Women need greater representation across the judiciary, including the 
Supreme Court. But the appointment of the first woman CJI must not overlook seniority and merit. 
Key Demand of the question: 
One is 
Directive: 
Account – Weigh up to what extent something is true. Persuade the reader of your argument by 
citing relevant research but also remember to point out any flaws and counter- arguments as well. 
Conclude by stating clearly how far you are in agreement with the original proposition. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with in general status of women in the country. 
Body: 
The answer body must have the following aspects covered: 
Point out to facts that paint a grim picture of the representation of women in the judiciary. 
Discuss the underlying factors responsible for such a situation. 
Explain that the entry of women judges into spaces from which they had historically been excluded 
has been a positive step in the direction of judiciaries being perceived as being more transparent, 
inclusive, and representative. 
By their mere presence, women judges enhance the legitimacy of courts, sending a powerful signal 
that they are open and accessible to those who seek recourse to justice. 
They could contribute far more to justice than improving its appearance: they also contribute 
significantly to the quality of decision-making, and thus to the quality of justice itself. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that Women judges could bring a more comprehensive and empathetic perspective of 
gender sensitivity in the judiciary. 
Introduction 

With the retirement of Justice R Banumathi and the recent retirement of another women judge, 

Justice Indu Malhotra, one can hear voices from the corridors of the Supreme Court (SC) advocating 

for the appointment of more women judges to the apex court. 

Body 

Status of women in Indian judiciary 

1. In the 71 years of history of the SC, there have been only eight women judges — the first 

was Justice Fathima Beevi, who was elevated to the bench after a long gap of 39 years from the date 

of establishment of the SC. 

2. There has never been a female Chief Justice. This figure is consistently low across the higher 

judiciary. 

3. There are only 80 women judges out of the sanctioned strength of 1,113 judges in the High 

Courts and the Supreme Court. 
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4. Only two of these 80 women judges are in the Supreme Court who have now retired and 

the other 78 are in various High Courts, comprising only 7.2% of the number of judges. 

5. There are six High Courts — Manipur, Meghalaya, Patna, Tripura, Telangana, and 

Uttarakhand — where there are no sitting women judges. 

6. Currently Justice Indira Bannerjee is the only woman judge in Supreme Court who is set to 

retire in September. 

Benefits of diversity and gender representation in Supreme court 

1. The entry of women judges into spaces from which they had historically been excluded has 

been a positive step in the direction of judiciaries being perceived as being more transparent, 

inclusive, and representative. 

2. By their mere presence, women judges enhance the legitimacy of courts, sending a powerful 

signal that they are open and accessible to those who seek recourse to justice. 

3. They could contribute far more to justice than improving its appearance: they also 

contribute significantly to the quality of decision-making, and thus to the quality of justice itself. 

4. By elucidating how laws and rulings can be based on gender stereotypes, or how they might 

have a different impact on women and men, a gender perspective enhances the fairness of the 

adjudication. 

1. Eg: A judge of the Madhya Pradesh High Court imposed a condition while granting bail to a 

man accused of sexual assault — that he should go to the residence of the victim and get a Rakhi 

tied to his wrist. Such baseless judgements can be prevented. 

5. Women judges bring those lived experiences to their judicial actions, experiences that tend 

toward a more comprehensive and empathetic perspective. 

6. Improving the representation of women could go a long way towards a more balanced and 

empathetic approach in cases involving sexual violence. 

7. Judges need to be trained to place themselves in the shoes of the victim of sexual violence 

while passing orders, said the AG. 

8. There is a dearth of compulsory courses in gender sensitization in law schools. 

9. Certain law schools have the subject either as a specialization or as an elective. 

Challenges to women’s entry into judiciary 

1. A major barrier to women’s recruitment as district judges are the eligibility criteria to take 

the entrance exams. 

2. Lawyers need to have seven years of continuous legal practice and be in the age bracket of 

35-45. 

3. This is a disadvantage for women as many are married by this age. 

4. Further, the long and inflexible work hours in law, combined with familial responsibilities, 

force many women to drop out of practice and they fail to meet the requirement of continuous 

practice. 
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5. Many esteemed lawyers are not elevated to Supreme court Judge, with exception of one 

such instance i.e Justice Indira Bannerjee. 

Conclusion 

This initiative must come from the Supreme Court itself, considering that the power of appointment 

rests almost exclusively with the Supreme Court Collegium. The goal must be to achieve at least 50% 

representation of women in all leadership positions. 

Explain the concept of judicial federalism in Indian context. Also elaborate how it has 

helped in ensuring fundamental rights of citizens and holding executive accountable . 

(250 words) 
Reference : The Hindu 
Introduction 
Judicial federalism concept is adopted in USA, where there is a clear distinction between federal 
courts and state courts. In India there is an Integrated Judiciary. This single system of courts, 
adopted from the Government of India Act of 1935, enforces both Central laws as well as the state 
laws. Yet as de facto rule, matter transmits from lower courts to higher courts even in India. 
Body 
Judicial Federalism: Concept 
In simple words judicial federalism indicates two systems of courts that implements state laws and 
federal laws respectively with varying jurisdiction. 
Judicial federalism indicates the need for some means to assure a consistent and uniform body of 
federal law among the High courts and Supreme court. The goal of national uniformity rests on a 
fundamental principle: that a single sovereign’s laws should be applied equally to all while 
maintaining autonomy. 
Role of judicial federalism in ensuring fundamental rights 
In recent times, many high courts have taken suo motu cognizance of the the prevailing pandemic 
and issued a slew of orders to the state governments. The Gujarat High Court issued a series of 
directions, including for laboratory testing and procurement of oxygen. 
The Nagpur Bench of the Bombay High Court was constrained to hold night sittings to consider the 
issue of oxygen supply. 
The Delhi High Court directed the Central government to ensure adequate measures for the supply 
of oxygen. It cautioned that we might lose thousands of lives due to lack of oxygen. 
Even in the past, high courts have come to the aid of activists, journalists and such other people, 
upholding their liberty. 
Critical analysis 
Judicial federalism has intrinsic and instrumental benefits which are essentially political. Justice 
Sandra Day O’Connor rightly said in a 1984 paper that the U.S. Supreme Court reviews “only a 
relative handful of cases from state courts” which ensures “a large measure of autonomy in the 
application of federal law” for the State courts. 
This basic tenet of judicial democracy is well accepted across the courts in the modern federal 
systems. 
The need for a uniform judicial order across India is warranted only when it is unavoidable — for 
example, in cases of an apparent conflict of laws or judgments on legal interpretation. 
Otherwise, autonomy, not uniformity, is the rule. 
Decentralisation, not centrism, is the principle. In the COVID-19-related cases, High Courts across the 
country have acted with an immense sense of judicial responsibility. This is a legal landscape that 
deserves to be encouraged. 
 Conclusion 
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The apex court must not usurp the powers of the high courts. In case of the pandemic, a uniform 
approach may not be very feasible and high courts must be given autonomy to issue orders to the 
executive in case of worsening situation. 
  

By highlighting Apex court’s direction on police reforms under Prakash Singh 

judgment analyse the challenges in implementing the same. (250 words) 
Reference: Indian Express 

Introduction: 

The primary role of police forces is to uphold and enforce laws, investigate crimes and ensure 

security for people in the country. Under the Constitution, police is a subject governed by states. 

There has been almost 30 years of debate on policing and reform in India. The present Indian police 

system is largely based on Police act of 1861 

The Supreme Court has stated that the landmark judgment of Prakash Singh v. Union of India 

(2006), which dealt with police reforms, is used periodically only as a mantra, to suit the occasion 

whenever it arises. 

The latest episode of allegations of lobbying by several IPS officers in Maharashtra and of ‘power 

brokers’ deciding on postings in cahoots with the government shows little has changed in the 

system. 

Body: 

Need for Police Reforms: 

1. If India is to achieve its status as a great power, it is absolutely essential that police is 

restructured and modernised. 

2. Without the police ensuring good law and order in the country, the other services would find 

it difficult to operate. 

3. To transform the colonial police structure of the country into a progressive, modern force 

sensitive to the democratic aspirations of the people. 

4. To eliminate the undue political interference. The police of today are victims of politicization 

as well as criminalization. 

5. To instil the confidence of the people in the institution of police by making police more 

people friendly. 

6. The security of the society and the welfare of the people is dependent on the efficiency of 

the police. 

Key reasons hindering both police reforms: 

1. An overburdened police force: 

1. Police force is overburdened especially at lower levels where constabulary is forced to work 

continuously 14-16 hrs and also for 7 days a week. It adversely impacts their performance. 

2. While the sanctioned police strength was 181 police per lakh persons in 2016 when the 

United Nations recommended standard is 222 police per lakh persons. 
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3. 86% of the state police comprises of constabulary. Constables are typically promoted once 

during their service. This could weaken their incentive to perform well. 

2. Improving police infrastructure: 

0. Failure of police infrastructure like vehicles, weaponry. Also audits have found that 

the POLNET network is non-functional in various states. 

1. For example, an audit of the Gujarat police force reported that the network had not 

been operationalised till October 2015 due to non-installation of essential 

infrastructure, such as remote subscriber units and generator sets. 

2. Funds dedicated for modernisation of infrastructure are typically not utilised fully. 

For example, in 2015-16, only 14% of such funds were used by the states. 

3. Political influence: 

0. Second Administrative Reforms Commission has noted that ministers have used 

police forces for personal and political reasons. 

4. Police accountability: 

0. Police forces have the authority to exercise force to enforce laws and maintain law 

and order in a state. However, this power may be misused in several ways. 

5. Poor quality of investigation: 

0. Crime per lakh population has increased by 28% over the last decade (2005-2015). 

However, convictions have been low. So it shows the poor quality of investigation. 

1. The Law Commission and the Second Administrative Reforms Commission have 

noted that state police officers often neglect investigation because they are 

understaffed and overburdened with various kinds of tasks. 

2. Further, they lack the training and the expertise required to conduct professional 

investigations. 

3. They also have insufficient legal knowledge and the forensic and cyber infrastructure 

available to them is both inadequate and outdated. In light of this, police forces may 

use force and torture to secure evidence. 

4. Crime investigations may be influenced by political or other extraneous 

considerations 

6. Forensic labs: 

0. Expert bodies have however said that these laboratories are short of funds and 

qualified staff. Further, there is indiscriminate referencing of cases to these labs 

resulting in high pendency. 

7. Lack of co-ordination between centre and states is matter related to maintenance of law & 

order results in ineffective functioning of police force. 

8. Police force is not in the position to tackle present problems of cybercrime, global terrorism, 

Naxalism because of structural weaknesses. 
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9. Prevalence of Rank system within the police force results in abuse of power by top level 

executive over lower level personnel. 

Reforms needed: 

1. Directions of the Supreme Court in Prakash Singh vs Union of India: 

1. Fixing the tenure and selection of the DGP to avoid situations where officers about to retire 

in a few months are given the post. 

2. In order to ensure no political interference, a minimum tenure was sought for the Inspector 

General of Police so that they are not transferred mid-term by politicians. 

3. Postings of officers should be done by Police Establishment Boards (PEB) comprising police 

officers and senior bureaucrats to insulate powers of postings and transfers from political leaders. 

4. Set up State Police Complaints Authority (SPCA) to give a platform where common people 

aggrieved by police action could approach. 

5. Separate investigation and law and order functions to better improve policing. 

6. Set up of State Security Commissions (SSC) that would have members from civil society. 

7. Form a National Security Commission. 

2. Independent Complaints Authority: 

0. The Second Administrative Reforms Commission and the Supreme Court have 

observed that there is a need to have an independent complaints authority to 

inquire into cases of police misconduct. 

1. Example is that of the New York City Police which has a Civilian Complaint Review 

Board comprising of civilians appointed by local government bodies and the police 

commissioner to investigate into cases of police misconduct. 

3. Investigation: 

0. Experts have recommended that states must have their own specialized 

investigation units within the police force that are responsible for crime 

investigation. 

4. Padmanabhaiah commission: 

0. It has also been recommended that constables, and the police force in general, 

should receive greater training in soft skills given they need to deal with the public 

regularly. 

5. Housing: 

0. Importance of providing housing to the constabulary (and generally to the police 

force) to improve their efficiency and incentive to accept remote postings has also 

been emphasised by expert bodies, such as the National Police Commission. 

6. Community policing: Janamaithri Suraksha in Kerala 
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0. This project is an initiative of the Kerala Police to facilitate greater accessibility, close 

interaction and better understanding between the police and local communities. For 

example, Beat Constables are required to know at least one family member of every 

family living in his beat area. 

1. Meira Paibi (Torch-bearers) in Assam: The women of the Manipuri Basti in 

Guwahati help with improving the law and order problem in their area, by tackling 

drug abuse among the youth. They light their torches and go around the basti 

guarding the entry and exit points, to prevent the youth of the area from going out 

after sunset 

7. Courts: 

0. The Madras High Court has said that the state government should contemplate 

giving policemen a day off in a week like other government officials in order to 

spend time with their families. 

1. The court suggested introducing an 8-hour, three-shift system for police personnel. 

It will help them rejuvenate themselves and relieve them from stress. 

8. Evidence based policing is gaining credibility day by day – Indian police force must be 

exposed to it. 

9. Second ARC recommended that the government should declare certain crimes as “federal” 

and entrust their investigation to a Central agency. 

10. Police need to have the operational freedom to carry out their responsibilities 

professionally, and satisfactory working conditions, while being held accountable for poor 

performance or misuse of power. 

11. Gender Parity in Police force: The 2nd Administrative Reform Commission recommended 

that the representation of women in police at all levels should be increased through affirmative 

action so that they constitute about 33% of the police. 

12. Improvement in Intelligence gathering: The intelligence gathering machinery in the field 

needs to be strengthened and at the same time, made more accountable. Human intelligence should 

be combined with information derived from diverse sources with the focus on increased use of 

technology. 

Conclusion: 

The police force needs to be freed from the stranglehold of the executive and given functional 

autonomy to enforce the rule of law. Police should be a SMART Police -a police which should be 

strict and sensitive, modern and mobile, alert and accountable, reliable and responsible, tech-savvy 

and trained. 

Tying in retired HC judges to clear the accumulation of cases should not be at the cost 

of regular appointments. Explain. (250 words) 
Reference: The Hindu 

Introduction 
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The Supreme Court’s decision to invoke a “dormant provision” in the Constitution to clear the way 

for appointment of retired judges as ad hoc judges to clear the mounting arrears in the various High 

Courts is an indictment of the extraordinary delay in filling up judicial vacancies. 

Article 224A of the Constitution, provides for appointment of ad hoc judges in the High Courts based 

on their consent. 

Body 

Background 

1. At any time, the chief justice of a high court of a state can request a retired judge of that 

high court or any other high court to act as a judge of the high court of that state for a temporary 

period. 

2. He can do so only with the previous consent of the President and also of the person to be so 

appointed. 

3. Such a judge is entitled to such allowances as the President may determine. He will also 

enjoy all the jurisdiction, powers and privileges of a judge of that high court. 

4. But, he will not otherwise be deemed to be a judge of that high court. 

5. The numbers both in respect of pendency of cases and vacancies in the High Courts are quite 

concerning, a backlog of over 57 lakh cases, and a vacancy level of 40%. 

6. Five High Courts account for 54% of these cases. 

Guidelines on appointment of pro term judges 

1. As the provision has been utilised only sparingly in the past, and for the limited purpose of 

disposing of particular kinds of cases, the endeavour to appoint ad hoc judges will have to come with 

some guidelines. 

2. The Court has made a beginning by directing that the trigger point for such an appointment 

will be when the vacancies go beyond 20% of the sanctioned strength, or when more than 10% of 

the backlog of pending cases are over five years ol. 

3. When cases in a particular category are pending for over five years, or when the rate of 

disposal is slower than the rate of institution of fresh cases, this can be done. 

4. The Bench has ruled that the current Memorandum of Procedure be also followed for 

appointing ad hoc judges, a process initiated by the Chief Justice of a High Court, with a suggested 

tenure of two to three years. 

5. The Court has clarified that this is a “transitory methodology” and does not constrain the 

regular appointment process. 

Conclusion 

The government, which did not oppose the proposal, but wanted the vacancies to be filled up first, 

would do well to expedite the regular appointment process from its end, and give up its propensity 

to hold back some recommendations selectively. As for the judiciary, it should ensure that only 

retired judges with experience and expertise are offered the temporary positions, and there is no 

hint of favouritism. 
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Discuss the need to empower Panchayati Raj for stronger parliamentary democracy in 

the country. (250 words) 
Reference: News on Air 

Introduction 

The 73rd Constitutional Amendment Act 1992 is a significant landmark in the evolution of grassroot 

democratic institutions in the country. It transformed the representative democracy into 

participatory democracy. It is a revolutionary concept to build democracy at the grassroot level in 

the country. 

However, after decades of this historic amendment, Panchayati Raj Institutions have remained 

laggard in the developmental process. 

Body 

Success of Panchayati Raj 

Gandhiji’s dream of Gram Swaraj and Oceanic Circles of Power were realised through the Panchayati 

Raj System. 

1. The PRIs are the local self-governing bodies that ensure the opportunity for people’s 

participation and involvement in the formulation and implementation of rural development 

programmes. 

2. The main objective of Panchayat System in India is to strengthen the base of democracy at 

the grass root level. 

3. It was introduced as a real democratic political apparatus which would bring the masses into 

active political control from below, from the vast majority of the weaker, poor sections of rural India. 

4. They play the role of a catalytic agent in integrating development of tribal masses in rural 

areas. 

5. Plan documents of both the central and state governments and various committees have 

emphasised the importance of these bodies in the polity. Five-year plans have also laid special 

emphasis on the role of Panchayats in rural developments. 

6. Rural Development includes measures to strengthen the democratic structure of society 

through the PRIs. 

7. PRIs have been used to improve the rural infrastructure, income of rural households and 

delivery systems pertaining to education, health and safety mechanisms. These institutions are to be 

galvanised to become effective instruments of social and economic change at the local level. 

8. Reservation for women (33%) has increased their presence in the public life. 

Failures of democratic decentralisation especially in Panchayats 

1. Overwhelming dependency on government funding: Panchayat’s own resource base to 

raise finances is low and the financial resources are tied to certain schemes and initiatives. When 

Panchayats do not raise resources and instead depend on external funding, people are less likely to 

enforce social audit and efficacy of the schemes. 
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1. Eg: In case of Urban local bodies, majority of municipalities have not increased property tax 

since many years and have not leveraged the municipal bonds for betterment of city infrastructure. 

2. Creation of Parallel Bodies: Parallel Bodies have usurped the legitimate space of local 

bodies. For instance, Smart City scheme is being implemented in major cities through Special 

Purpose Vehicles, squeezing the limited space of urban local governance in municipalities. 

3. Lack of adequate Devolution: Many states have not devolved the 3F’s of function, funds and 

functionaries, to enable local bodies to discharge their constitutionally stipulated functions. 

4. Excessive control by bureaucracy 

0. In many Gram Panchayats, Sarpanches have to spend an extra ordinary amount of 

time visiting block Officers for funds and/or technical approval. These interactions 

with the Block staff office distort the role of Sarpanches as elected representatives. 

1. Multiple institutions like parastatals, development authorities, public works 

departments, and ULBs themselves report to different departments of the state 

government and have been entrusted with overlapping responsibilities. 

5. Poor Infrastructure: It is found that nearly 25% of Gram Panchayats do not have basic office 

buildings. Capacity building of elected representatives is another hindrance in the grass roots 

democracy. In case of urban local bodies, Mayor position is merely cermonial. 

Measures Need to strengthen Panchayats 

1. Central Government has started the Rashtriya Gram Swaraj Abhiyaan. The campaign is 

undertaken under the name of “Sabka Sath, Sabka Gaon, Sabka Vikas”. 

1. It aims to draw up Gram Panchayat Development Plans (GPDPs) in the country and place 

them on a website where anyone can see the status of the various government’s flagship schemes. 

2. Gram Panchayats have been mandated for the preparation of GPDP for economic 

development and social justice utilizing the resources available to them. 

3. Government of India formulated E-Panchayat Mission Mode Project for e-enablement of all 

the Panchayats, to make their functioning more efficient and transparent. 

2. Social Audit: The power of social audit was proven by Jan Sunwai in Rajasthan. Transparent, 

third party Social Audit can enable people to hold the representatives accountable. 

3. Citizen Participation: In case of Gram Sabhas, their functions and roles must be clearly 

defined as in the PESA Act, to enable to function effectively. 

Conclusion 

The need of the hour is to bring about a holistic change in the lives of people among the villagers by 

uplifting their socioeconomic and health status through effective linkages through community, 

governmental and other developmental agencies. People’s demands for the sustainable 

decentralisation and advocacy should focus on a decentralisation agenda. The framework needs to 

be evolved to accommodate the demand for decentralisation. 
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Appointment to various Constitutional posts, powers, functions and 

responsibilities of various Constitutional Bodies. 

 Critically analyse the role and powers of the Election Commission of India (ECI) in 

conducting free and fair elections. (250 words) 
Reference:  The Hindu 

Why the question: 

The question is based on the role of ECI in conducting free and fair elections.   

Key Demand of the question: 

The article provides a critical analysis of the role and powers of the Election Commission of India (ECI) 

in conducting free and fair elections. 

Directive: 

Critically analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or 

nature of the topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 

When ‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the 

topic and give a fair judgment. 

Structure of the answer: 

Introduction: 

Start with some information on ECI. 

Body: 

The answer body must have the following aspects covered: 

Talk about the powers of ECI and its evolution – Evolution of powers – 

Constitutional body: Under Article 324 of the Indian Constitution, the ECI superintends, directs and 

controls the conduct of elections. Discovery of hidden powers by T.N. Seshan in Article 324, which 

was then used to discipline recalcitrant political parties, who considered rigging the election as their 

birthright. Judicial backing: Supreme Court (S.C.) in Mohinder Singh Gill vs Chief Election 

Commissioner case held that Article 324 contains plenary powers to ensure free and fair elections, 

and ECI can take all necessary steps to achieve this constitutional objective. The Model Code of 

Conduct (MCC) etc. 

Present the issues associated with ECI – No legal backing for MCC, Confusion regarding 

enforceability, abrupt transfer of officials, Intervention in administrative decisions of Government etc. 

Conclusion: 

Conclude with importance and need to give it more teeth. 

Introduction 

Article 324 of the Constitution of India provides for an independent Election Commission. It has the 

powers of superintendence, direction and conduct of elections to the Parliament, the state 

legislatures, the office of the President and the office of the Vice-President. 
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Body 

Performance of Election Commission 

1. Voter Education and Participation: The highlight of 2019 was the highest ever voter turnout 

in a general election so far (67.11%), which proves that the EC’s voter education programme SVEEP 

(Systematic Voters’ Education and Electoral Participation) is effective. 

2. Credibility of voting: After the counting was done, it was found that there wasn’t a single 

case of a mismatch between the VVPAT slip and the EVM count. 

3. Actions taken against politicians: The ECI took strong and unprecedented action against 

some political leaders in the recent general elections and Bengal elections, debarring them from 

campaigning for up to three days by invoking Article 324. 

4. Action against money power: The ECI cancelled the election to Vellore parliamentary 

constituency in Tamil Nadu after large unaccounted cash was unearthed during an income tax raid in 

2019. 

Criticism levelled against ECI 

1. Allegation of partisan role: The opposition alleged that the ECI was favoring the ruling 

government in giving clean chits to the model code violations made by the Prime Minister. 

2. Lack of capacity: The Election Commission is vested with absolute powers under Article 324, 

but still has to act according to laws made by Parliament and it cannot transgress the same. E.g. 

Despite being the registering authority for political parties under Section 29A of the Representation 

of the People Act, 1951, it has no power to de-register them even for the gravest of violations. 

3. Lack of proactive use of authority: The Election Commission had told the Supreme Court 

that its powers to discipline politicians who sought votes in the name of caste or religion were “very 

limited”. 

4. Ineffective control over political parties: ECI is not adequately equipped to regulate the 

political parties. The EC has no role in enforcing inner- party democracy and regulation of party 

finances. 

Way forward 

1. Elections are the bedrock of democracy and the EC’s credibility is central to democratic 

legitimacy. Hence, the guardian of elections itself needs urgent institutional safeguards to protect its 

autonomy. 

2. In its 255th report, the Law Commission recommended a collegium, consisting of the Prime 

Minister, the Leader of the Opposition and the Chief Justice of India for the appointment of the 

Election Commissioners. 

3. Give constitutional protection for all three-election commissioners as opposed to just one at 

present. 

4. Institutionalize the convention where the senior most EC should be automatically elevated 

as CEC in order to instil a feeling of security in the minds of the ECs and that they are insulated from 

executive interference in the same manner as CEC. 
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5. Reducing the ECI’s dependence on DoPT, Law Ministry and Home Ministry. The ECI should 

have an independent secretariat for itself and frame its own recruitment rules and shortlist and 

appoint officers on its own. 

6. Its expenditures must be charged upon the Consolidated Fund of India similar to other 

constitutional bodies such as the UPSC. 

Conclusion 

Free and fair elections is a life breath of a democracy and ECI is the sole torch bearer of this. For 

democracy to live and thrive in India, ECI must become more independent and autonomous and 

must be given all resources to carry out its responsibility in the right manner devoid of any 

influences. 

Critically examine the roles and responsibilities of National Human Rights Commission. 

(250 words) 
Reference:  Indian Express 
Why the question: 
The question is straightforward and is based on the theme of NHRC. 
Key Demand of the question: 
One is expected to critically examine the roles and responsibilities of National Human Rights 
Commission. 
Directive: 
Critically examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we have to look into the topic (content words) in 
detail, inspect it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. 
While doing so we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
When ‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the 
topic and give a fair judgment. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with brief importance of NHRC in the country. 
Body: 
It is the watchdog of human rights in the country, i.e. the rights related to life, liberty, equality, and 
dignity of the individual guaranteed by the Indian Constitution or embodied in the international 
covenants and enforceable by courts in India. 
Since the question states “Critically” one must bring out the shortcoming in the execution of the 
powers and responsibilities of the case. 
Take hints from the article and explain the concerns associated in detail. 
Conclusion: 
Suggest solutions to address the issues and make the NHRC more powerful. 
Introduction 

The National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) is a statutory body established on 12th October, 

1993 under the Protection of Human Rights Act (PHRA), 1993. The commission is the watchdog of 

human rights in the country. It works to protect the right to life, liberty, equality and dignity of the 

individual guaranteed by the Constitution or embodied in the international covenants and 

enforceable by courts in India. 

Body 

Role of National Human Rights Commission 
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1. Investigation: Investigating complaints or failure of any public official regarding the rights 

violation, either suo moto or after receiving a petition. 

1. Eg: Suo moto cognizance of Sonbhadra tribal killing in UP and sent a fact-finding mission. 

2. Prevention and Safeguard: Monitoring the living conditions of the inmates in prisons and to 

make recommendations thereon. Reviewing statutory safeguards or treaties for the protection of 

human rights. 

3. Research and promotion: Promoting research and encouraging NGOs in the field of human 

rights. While making an inquiry into the complaints, the commission enjoys the powers of a civil 

court. It also studies treaties and other international instruments on human rights and make 

recommendations for their effective implementation. 

4. Intervention: It intervene in any proceeding involving any allegation of violation of human 

rights pending before a court with the approval of such court. 

0. Commission has awarded 11 cr compensation (recommendation) between 2012-

17. 

5. Human rights: NHRC review the factors, including acts of terrorism that inhibit the 

enjoyment of human rights and recommend appropriate remedial measures. 

6. Awareness: NHRC spread human rights literacy among various sections of society and 

promote awareness of the safeguards available for the protection of these rights through 

publications, the media, seminars and other available means. 

7. Working with NGOs: It encourages the efforts of non-governmental organisations and 

institutions working in the field of human rights. 

Criticism against NHRC 

1. It can only ask the authority to approach the higher Courts to provide relief to the victims. 

The concerned authority has to implement its recommendations within one month or communicate 

reasons for not complying. 

2. Even today atrocities against Dalits is continuing but the conviction rate is only 25.52%. 

3. NHRC failed to provide evidence in the famous Kairana Migration Case (forced mass 

migration in UP between 2014-16) as a result of extortion threat. 

4. If violation of human rights is by private parties, NHRC has no jurisdiction. 

5. If the complaint is made after 1 year of occurrence, it cannot investigate into such matters. 

6. NHRC has limited powers with regard to Armed forces and must accept a report from the 

centre in such cases. 

7. It can only provide recommendations of remedy but cannot enforce it. 

Conclusion 

There is need for complete revamping of NHRC to make it more effective and truly a watchdog of 

human right violations in the country. NHRC efficacy can be enhanced by government if commission 
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decisions are made enforceable. This would remove the infamous ‘toothless’ adjective from the 

commission’s reputation. 

Examine the major reasons for abolition of Intellectual Property Appellate tribunal. Do 

you think it was a missed opportunity to develop the home-grown jurisprudence on 

patent law? (250 words) 
Reference:  The Hindu 
Why the question: 
The article is in the backdrop of abolition of the IP Appellate Board. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Examine the major reasons for abolition of Intellectual Property Appellate tribunal and explain in 
what way it proved to be a missed opportunity to not develop home-grown jurisprudence on patent 
laws. 
 Directive: 
Examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we must look into the topic (content words) in detail, inspect it, 
investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so 
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with some data on Patents and laws related to them in India. 
Body: 
The answer body must have the following aspects covered: 
Explain the major reasons for abolition of Intellectual Property Appellate tribunal. 
Since its inception, the institution has been involved in controversies. Even though the IPAB has not 
been performing its adjudicatory function on the patent side regularly due to administrative reasons, 
it certainly has been the subject matter of judicial review before the various High Courts. These cases 
include a challenge to the constitutionality of the IPAB, petitions seeking filling up of vacancies before 
the High Court in Delhi and Chennai, and even a petition to the Supreme Court for extension of the 
term of the chairperson. Concerns regarding the judicial and institutional independence of the IPAB. 
Explain why it proved to be a missed opportunity and what needs to be done. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
Introduction 

The IPAB was established in the year 2003 under the Trademarks Act, 1999 for the ‘speedy disposal 

of appeals’ including establishing a timeline of 3 months to file an appeal from the date the order 

passed by the Registrar of Trade Marks. The said provisions were adopted under the Patents Act, 

1970, Copyright Act, 1957 and Geographical Indications of Goods (Registration and Protection) Act, 

1999. 

Body 

The Government of India issued an Ordinance “The Tribunals Reforms (Rationalization And 

Conditions Of Service)” on 4th April, 2021 by which the Intellectual Property IPAB (IPAB), has been 

quashed. All the cases pending before the IPAB are to now be transferred to the High Courts. 

Background on IPAB constitution and working 

1. Historically, appeals from the Intellectual Property Office (IPO), rectification and revocation 

applications were heard by the various High Courts. Howe 
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2. ver, the Patents (Amendment) Act of 2002 divested these powers from the High Courts and 

extended it to the IPAB. 

3. Though the patents side of the IPAB existed in theory since 2002, the Central government 

notified its functioning only in April 2007 after a rebuke from the Madras High Court. 

4. The court was then hearing an appeal from the IPO regarding Novartis’ Glivec patent 

application which ought to have been heard by the IPAB. 

5. After the notification, the High Court transferred Novartis’ petition and subsequently all 

other pending patent cases to the IPAB. 

6. Since its inception, the institution has been involved in controversies. Even though the IPAB 

has not been performing its adjudicatory function on the patent side regularly due to administrative 

reasons, it certainly has been the subject matter of judicial review before the various High Courts. 

Reasons for abolition of IPAB 

1. One of the former chairpersons had publicly raised concerns regarding the judicial and 

institutional independence of the IPAB, and called for closing it. 

2. Not only was the IPAB understaffed, with its administrative staff often being on deputation, 

it was also underpowered, at times quite literally. The tribunal had to bear the brunt of the summer 

power cuts in Chennai. 

3. Even after establishing IPAB and appointing chairperson, technical member was not 

appointed which was crucial to hear patent cases. 

4. The IPAB’s jurisdiction of cases was split between trademarks, patents, copyright, and 

geographical indication, where the predominant business pertained to trademarks. Thus, the 

workload of the IPAB was typically split between trademarks and patents with the former consuming 

much of the time. 

5. Not only did the IPAB juggle its time with the different forms of IP, but it also had sittings in 

five different cities, with just one chairperson who had to fly between them at times. 

6. The chairperson had to summon parties and papers to all these cities, which came at a 

substantial cost to the public. 

7. The disposal rate for patents at the IPAB did not justify its continuance. There was a paltry 

disposal rate of about 20 patent cases a year. Nearly 70% of the patent cases filed were either 

pending at some stage or yet to be taken up for hearing. 

8. Going by this disposal rate, it would have taken another decade to dispose of the pending 

applications, leave alone the new ones. The irony was that tribunals were established with the 

primary aim of speedy disposal of cases by specialised experts. 

9. While we know the number of cases filed and disposed, we will never know the number of 

unjustified patents that went unquestioned for lack of an effective appellate mechanism. 

Missed opportunity for developing patent law 

1. India stands as a shining example for what it has done legislatively in patent law. Be it the 

retraction of product patents for pharmaceuticals and chemicals between 1970 and 2005, the anti-
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evergreening provisions or the robust compulsory licensing regime, it has offered the world a host of 

TRIPS-compliant flexibilities in its statute. But 

2. when it came to developing a jurisprudence around these provisions – case laws from the 

highest courts on how these provisions will be worked – it has failed. 

3. Barring a few bright spots, there has been a reluctance to extend the flexibilities in the 

Patents Act through judicial interpretation that expands the law. 

4. The tenure of the IPAB will be remembered as a missed opportunity to develop the home-

grown jurisprudence on patent law that is much lacking in India. 

Conclusion 

It remains to be seen how High Court deals matters of extremely technical nature since earlier 

dealing with the technical aspect of the case fell outside the purview of the High Courts; a duty that 

was carried out by the technical member of the IPAB. It will be interesting to see how Courts put 

necessary guidelines to deal with such proceedings. 

There is an increasing perception that those at the helm of India’s independent 

institutions are too aligned with executive preferences. Discuss in the context of 

election commission and recent incidences therein. (250 words) 
Reference: Hindustan Times 

Introduction 

Conducting free and fair elections in a country that is perpetually and continually in poll mode, with 

political parties of all hues and pressures of varied degree, is not an enviable task by any standard. 

Though the ECI has largely succeeded in the job, high-stake elections invariably throw up situations 

where the ECI doesn’t just have to be fair, it also has to appear to be fair and neutral. 

Some of the ECI’s decisions in the ongoing Assembly elections have sparked outrage among the 

Opposition parties, raising questions about the poll body’s independence. 

Body 

Independent institutions and changing perceptions 

1. ECI’s decision such as the relaxation of the 48-hour ban on BJP Assam leader Himanta Biswa 

Sarma was termed as partial. 

2. Opposition parties blamed that ECI had “singularly failed” to discharge its obligations to 

preserve the purity of the electoral process. 

3. There was failure to prevent electoral violence and disturbances. Eg: Firing in Sitalkuchi after 

massive rioting like situation. 

4. Political party in power using state machinery to create disturbance and obstacles to free 

and fair elections were also noted by ECI. 

5. Despite ECI process in place, there was rampant use of money and muscle power in the 

Bengal elections. Eg: Attacks on leaders of rival parties, throwing stones on convoys and seizure of 

narcotics and money tells their rampant use in elections. 
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6. The ECI usually takes a long time to respond to complaints and by the time it does so, the 

elections are long over. 

Election commission and its mandate 

1. ECI must be fair and seen to be fair. This requires a consistent, rather than selective, 

application of principles. 

2. A firm crackdown on the increasing hate speech witnessed during campaigns and a clear 

approach to the use of religious symbols and rhetoric, from any side, for political mobilisation. 

3. A push for more transparency when it comes to electoral bonds and political financing. 

4. The ECI should set up a grievance redressal mechanism at the state level that deals promptly 

with complaints of rigging or foul play. 

5. The ECI should start sending Election Observers to polling state right away to oversee fair 

and transparent preparation of error-free electoral rolls and in order to ensure that the state 

administrative and police machinery works in accordance with the Constitution. 

6. Violations should be dealt with promptly and in an exemplary manner so that the message 

goes down the line that any aberrations on the part of officials will not be tolerated. 

7. The ECI should directly overlook the updation of electoral rolls so that biased state 

government employees cannot rig the rolls and indulge in foul play. For this to happen, the ECI 

should depute its own officers and those from other states to conduct random checks on the process 

of revising the rolls. 

Conclusion 

There is an increasing perception that those at the helm of India’s independent institutions are too 

aligned with executive preferences. With the ascension of a new Chief election Commissioner, ECI 

has an opportunity to build on its stellar record in India’s public life and ensure that elections which 

are a proud symbol of India’s constitutional and democratic traditions — are truly free and fair, by 

being independent and following the law in letter and spirit. 

Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation. 

 Enactment of the Places of Worship Act, 1991 in its current format damages the 

liberty of belief, faith and worship to all. Critically examine. (250 words) 
Reference:  The Hindu. 
Why the question: 
The article explains that the Enactment of the Places of Worship Act, 1991 in its current format 
damages the liberty of belief, faith and worship to all. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss in what way Enactment of the Places of Worship Act, 1991 in its current format damages the 
liberty of belief, faith and worship to all. 
Directive: 
Critically examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we have to look into the topic (content words) in 
detail, inspect it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. 
While doing so we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
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When ‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the 
topic and give a fair judgment. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start by explaining how it is an Act of colorable Legislation. 
Body: 
The answer body must explain why the Places of Worship Act, 1991, demands a re-look? – Presence 
of exceptions: Section 5 of the act states, nothing in the Act shall apply to Ram-Janmabhoomi-Babri 
Masjid situated in Ayodhya; this stimulates the need for more such exceptions. Ultra vires to the 
Fundamental Rights: Since it bars the jurisdiction of the Supreme Court and nullifies Article 32. Under 
Article 32 of the Constitution of India, the Supreme Court has the power to issue writs appropriate for 
enforcement of all the Fundamental rights conferred by Part III of the Constitution. Thus, it has acted 
as colorable legislation. 
Talk about Controversy over the definition of ‘Places of worship. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
Introduction: 

 The Places of Worship (Special Provisions) Act, 1991 seeks to maintain the “religious character” of 

places of worship as it was in 1947 except in the case of Ram Janmabhoomi-Babri Masjid dispute, 

which was already in court. 

The law was brought in at the peak of the Ram Mandir movement, exactly a year before the 

demolition of the Babri Masjid. Introducing the law in 1991, then Home Minister S B Chavan said in 

Parliament that it was adopted to curb communal tension. 

Body: 

Background: 

1. A co-mutawalli of 350-year-old” TeelyWali masjid” of Lucknow, Wasif Hasan, has 

approached the Supreme Court seeking intervention in the pending PIL challenging provisions of the 

Places of Worship Act. 

2. The applicant has opposed the plea claiming that the petition is a mischievous one which 

aims at isolating the Muslim Community as a separate category from other religious communities in 

India. 

3. The Supreme Court asked the Centre to respond to a plea challenging the Places of Worship 

(Special Provisions) Act, 1991 which freezes the status of places of worship as it was on 15th August, 

1947. 

4. In agreeing to examine the law, the court has opened the doors for litigation in various 

places of worship across the country including Mathura and Varanasi. 

Provisions of the act: 

1. The objective of the law describes it as an Act to prohibit conversion of any place of worship. 

2. It aims to provide for the maintenance of the religious character of any place of worship as it 

existed on the 15th day of August 1947, and for matters connected therewith or incidental thereto”. 

3. Sections 3 and 4 of the Act declared that the religious character of a place of worship shall 

continue to be the same as it was on August 15, 1947. 
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4. No person shall convert any place of worship of any religious denomination into one of a 

different denomination or section. 

5. Section 4(2) says that all suits, appeals or others regarding converting the character of a 

place of worship, that was pending on August 15, 1947, will stand abated when the Act commences 

and no fresh proceedings can be filed. 

6. However, legal proceedings can be initiated after the commencement of the Act if the 

change of status took place after the cut-off date of August 15, 1947. 

What does it say about Ayodhya, and what else is exempted? 

1. Act does not to apply to Ram Janma Bhumi Babri Masjid. 

2. Besides the Ayodhya dispute, the Act also exempted: 

1. any place of worship that is an ancient and historical monument or an archaeological site, or 

is covered by the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Sites and Remains Act, 1958; 

2. a suit that has been finally settled or disposed of; 

3. any dispute that has been settled by the parties or conversion of any place that took place 

by acquiescence before the Act commenced. 

Challenges posed by the law: 

1. the law violates the right to practise and propagate religion, as well as the right to manage 

and administer places of worship. 

2. The act goes against the principle of secularism and the state’s duty to preserve and protect 

religious and cultural heritage. 

3. The cut-off date (August 15, 1947) as per the law bars Hindus, Jains, Buddhists, and Sikhs 

from approaching courts to “re-claim” their places of worship which were “invaded” and 

“encroached” upon by “fundamentalist barbaric invaders”. 

4. The right-wing politicians have opposed the law even when it was introduced, arguing that 

the Centre has no power to legislate on “pilgrimages” or “burial grounds” which is under the state 

list. 

5. Another criticism against the law is that the cut-off is the date of Independence, which 

means that the status quo determined by a colonial power is considered final. 

Supreme Court’s view about the act: 

1. In the 2019 Ayodhya verdict, the Constitution Bench led by former CJI Ranjan Gogoi referred 

to the law and said it manifests the secular values of the Constitution and strictly prohibits 

retrogression. 

2. In providing a guarantee for the preservation of the religious character of places, Parliament 

determined that independence from colonial rule furnishes a constitutional basis for healing the 

injustices of the past. 

3. The law addresses itself to the State as much as to every citizen of the nation. Its norms bind 

those who govern the affairs of the nation at every level. 
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4. Those norms implement the Fundamental Duties under Article 51A and are hence positive 

mandates to every citizen as well. 

5. The court reportedly felt that by enacting a law upholding the equality of all religions and 

secularism, part of the Constitution’s basic structure, the State enforced a constitutional 

commitment. 

Conclusion: 

The Places of Worship Act imposes a non-derogable obligation towards enforcing our commitment 

to secularism.” To reopen the law, after such clear and firm words, would be unwise and would 

amount to opening Pandora’s box. 

 Myanmar crisis is India’s opportunity to develop long-term refugee policy. Analyse. 

(250 words) 
Reference:  Indian Express 
Why the question: 
The column in Indian express presents to us the ongoing Myanmar refugee crisis and emphasizes on 
the urgency and need to come up with a concrete long term refugee policy. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss in detail the need to develop a long term refugee policy for the country. 
Directive: 
Analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with brief background of the ongoing Myanmar refugee crisis. 
Body: 
The answer body must have the following aspects covered: 
Discuss what constitutes Refugees, why they are a cause of concern. 
Account for the existing provisions and policies associated to them. 
Give example of the refugee crisis owing to the Myanmar crisis. 
Discuss the need for adopting a long term refugee policy that addresses associated concers. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with solutions. 
Introduction 

The Ministry of External Affairs has underlined the government’s changing position on the Myanmar 

crisis, moving to a more pro-active stand as concerns grow worldwide about growing internal strife 

and instability there. After a closed-door UNSC meeting on Myanmar, Tirumurti’s tweets condemned 

the violence, condoled the loss of lives, called for the release of detained leaders and urged 

maximum restraint. 

Body 

An opportunity to develop long-term refugee policy 

1. Arunachal Pradesh, Nagaland, Manipur and Mizoram — have long borders with Myanmar 

and the last two states have taken some 1,500 persons, including a number of junior police officials, 

fleeing from the crackdown in the bordering Chin State. 
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2. India does not have a National Refugee Law nor is it a signatory to the UN Convention 

governing refugees. 

3. India has allowed Tibetans, Tamil refugees from Sri Lanka, Chakmas of Bangladesh, the 

Lothsampas of Nepali origin from Bhutan, Afghans, Somalis and many others into this land. But these 

remain ad hoc approaches. 

4. This has been sought to be addressed for six “minority” communities of Pakistan, 

Bangladesh and Afghanistan in a long-term manner by the controversial Citizenship Amendment Act. 

5. However, the CAA does not cover many of the cases such as those fleeing Myanmar now or 

issue of Rohingyas etc. 

6. A national mechanism needs to be developed which goes beyond short-term measures and 

takes into account a needs-based assessment of how best to handle rapid outflows of persecuted 

persons. 

7. India must also consider to become part to non-refoulement, which will reinforce its place in 

the UN Human rights council. 

8. Any decision of the Indian government to grant refugee or asylum status cannot be isolated 

from its international responsibility under the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the 

Convention on the Reduction of Statelessness, and the Convention on the Rights of the Child (of 

which India is a signatory). 

9. These international regimes coupled with the guidelines under the Constitution make it 

necessary for India to adopt a refugee policy that is non-discriminatory and includes everyone who 

has faced persecution, despite their nationality, religion, gender or place of birth. 

Conclusion 

Additionally, resettlement efforts must be made with the country from which such refugees arrive 

after strife is over. Resettlement engagements may also be undertaken between India and other 

affluent countries that have better physical and economic infrastructure so that the refugee influx is 

better managed and does not cause a permanent strain on the resources of a less wealthy host 

country.  

The refugee crisis post Junta crackdown in Myanmar brought the debate back on the 

flaws of refugee protection policies and framework in India. Comment. (250 words) 
Reference:  The Hindu 
Why the question: 
The article explains the heart-wrenching scenes of Myanmarese citizens, including little children — 
fleeing from a junta bent on killing its way into power in Myanmar — being turned away at the 
Indian border in the Northeast has once again revived the domestic debate about refugee protection 
in India. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss in detail the flaws of refugee protection policies and framework in India. 
Directive: 
Comment– here we have to express our knowledge and understanding of the issue and form an 
overall opinion thereupon. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
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Start with brief background of the question. 
Body: 
While the issue of illegal migration acts as a threat to the socio-political fabric of any nation and also 
has potential security implications, there is also a need to do justice to the refugees fleeing the 
persecution. 
Explain the issues in Indian framework of handling refugees; Legal ambiguity in defining refugees, 
Not a party to international conventions, Moral complexities etc. 
Suggest what needs to be done to address the solutions. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by emphasizing on the urgent need for strong domestic laws for the Migrants. 
Introduction: 

With recent development of military coup by the Myanmar junta and atrocities on civilians 

protesting their rule, there have been refugee influx in India’s north-east. The current plight of the 

Myanmarese has been preceded by that of another group of Myanmarese, the Rohingya. 

Body: 

India, for the most part, has had a stellar record on the issue of refugee protection, a moral tradition 

that has come under great stress of late. New Delhi has been one of the largest recipients of 

refugees in the world in spite of not being a party to the 1951 Refugee Convention and its 1967 

Protocol. Off late this has come under stress. 

Flaws of refugee protection policies and framework in India 

1. India does not have a National Refugee Law nor is it a signatory to the UN Convention 

governing refugees. India is not a party to the 1951 Refugee Convention and its 1967 Protocol, the 

key legal documents pertaining to refugee protection. 

2. India has allowed Tibetans, Tamil refugees from Sri Lanka, Chakmas of Bangladesh, the 

Lothsampas of Nepali origin from Bhutan, Afghans, Somalis and many others into this land. But these 

remain ad hoc approaches. 

3. This has been sought to be addressed for six “minority” communities of Pakistan, 

Bangladesh and Afghanistan in a long-term manner by the controversial Citizenship Amendment Act. 

4. However, the CAA does not cover many of the cases such as those fleeing Myanmar now or 

issue of Rohingyas etc. 

5. There is no clear distinction between illegal migrants and refugees. There get jumbled up in 

the political discussions in India. This is because as per Indian law, both categories of people are 

viewed as one and the same and are covered under the Foreigners Act, 1946 which offers a simple 

definition of a foreigner — “foreigner” means “a person who is not a citizen of India”. 

6. India is legally ill-equipped to deal with them separately due to a lack of legal provisions. The 

absence of such a legal framework also leads to policy ambiguity whereby India’s refugee policy is 

guided primarily by adhocism which, of course, often has its own ‘political utility’. 

Need for a new framework to address refugee issues in India: 

The answer perhaps lies in a new domestic law aimed at refugees. 
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1. The said domestic refugee law should allow for temporary shelter and work permit for 

refugees. This is crucial because in the absence of proper legal measures, refugee documentation, 

and work permit, refugees may end up becoming illegal immigrants using illicit means. 

2. Put differently, the absence of a refugee law incentivises illegal immigration into the 

country. 

3. New Delhi must also make a distinction between temporary migrant workers, illegal 

immigrants and refugees and deal with each of them differently through proper legal and 

institutional mechanisms. 

4. Our traditional practice of managing these issues with ambiguity and political expediency 

has become deeply counterproductive: It neither protects the refugees nor helps stop illegal 

immigration into the country. 

5. A national mechanism needs to be developed which goes beyond short-term measures and 

takes into account a needs-based assessment of how best to handle rapid outflows of persecuted 

persons. 

6. India must also consider to become part to non-refoulement, which will reinforce its place in 

the UN Human rights council. 

7. Any decision of the Indian government to grant refugee or asylum status cannot be isolated 

from its international responsibility under the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the 

Convention on the Reduction of Statelessness, and the Convention on the Rights of the Child (of 

which India is a signatory). 

Conclusion: 

Additionally, resettlement efforts must be made with the country from which such refugees arrive 

after strife is over. Resettlement engagements may also be undertaken between India and other 

affluent countries that have better physical and economic infrastructure so that the refugee influx is 

better managed and does not cause a permanent strain on the resources 

Discuss in detail how the Personal Data Protection Bill, 2019, protects users’ interests 

in the digital economy of today’s world. (250 words) 
Reference:  The Hindu 
Why the question: 
The Joint Parliamentary Committee has proposed 86 amendments and one new clause to the Bill. The 
Committee is expected to submit its final report in the Monsoon Session of Parliament in 2021. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss in detail how the Personal Data Protection Bill, 2019, protects users’ interests in the digital 
economy of today’s world. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with importance of Personal Data Protection Bill, 2019. While the number of people 
participating in the digital economy has increased exponentially over the years, there has also been a 
proportionate increase in the number of personal data breaches from major digital service providers. 
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Body: 
Explain that the recent alleged data breach at MobiKwik could stand to be India’s biggest breach 
with the data of 9.9 crore users at risk. Robust data protection regimes are necessary to prevent such 
events and protect users’ interests. Unfortunately, the existing data protection regime in India does 
not meet this standard. 
Talk about the rising threat of data breach. Present the Lacunae in existing data protection regime. 
Then move on to discuss the Evolution of the bill. 
Account for the significance of the provisions in it. 
Explain how it protects users’ interests in the digital economy of today’s world. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that the Personal Data Protection Bill, 2019 could play a big role in providing robust 
protections to users and their personal data. However, there is the need to make some changes in 
the Bill targeted towards addressing various concerns in it to ensure a stronger and more effective 
data protection regime. 
Introduction: 

Data protection is the process of protecting data and involves the relationship between the 

collection and dissemination of data and technology. It aims to strike a balance between individual 

privacy rights while still allowing data to be used for myriad purposes. The sheer volume of people’s 

data on the internet and the advancements in technologies such as Artificial intelligence, Data 

mining and machine learning poses a threat of abuse and misuse of data. 

Body: 

The need for a more robust data protection legislation came to the fore in 2017 post the Supreme 

Court’s landmark judgment in Justice K.S. Puttaswamy (Retd) v. Union of India that established the 

right to privacy as a fundamental right. 

Features of Personal Data Protection Bill, 2019 

1. The bill constitutes 3 personal information types: Critical, Sensitive and General. 

  

1. Sensitive data constitutes or is related to passwords, financial data, health data, official 

identifier, sexual orientation, religious or caste data, biometric data and genetic data. It may 

be processed outside India with the explicit consent of the user. 

2. Critical data will be characterised by the government every once in a while, and must be 

stored and handled only in India. 

3. General data: Any data that is non-critical and non-sensitive is categorised as general data 

with no limitation on where it is stored or managed. 

1. Data principal: As per the bill, it is the individual whose data is being stored and processed. 

2. Exemptions: The government is qualified to order any data fiduciary to acquire personal and 

non-personal/anonymised data for the sake of research and for national security and criminal 

investigations. 

3. Social media companies, which are deemed significant data fiduciaries based on factors 

such as volume and sensitivity of data as well as their turnover, should develop their own user 

verification mechanism. 
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4. An independent regulator Data Protection Agency (DPA) will oversee assessments and 

audits and definition making. 

5. Each company will have a Data Protection Officer (DPO) who will liaison with the DPA for 

auditing, grievance redressal, recording maintenance and more. 

6. The bill also grants individuals the right to data portability, and the ability to access and 

transfer one’s own data. 

7. The right to be forgotten: this right allows an individual to remove consent for data 

collection and disclosure. 

Need for Data Protection in India 

India has around 40 cr internet users and 25cr social media users who spend significant time 

online. The average cost for data breach in India has gone up to Rs. 11.9 crore, an increase of 7.9% 

from 2017. Moreover, in the KS Puttaswamy case, the Supreme Court has declared Data Privacy as a 

fundamental right under Article 21. Hence it becomes all the more significant to ensure data 

protection. The reasons are as follows :- 

1. Data Export: Most of the data storage companies are based abroad. Especially the e-

commerce companies that have exabytes of data on Indians. They also export data to other 

jurisdiction making it difficult to apply Indian laws. 

2. Data Localization: Enforcing data localization has faced backlash from many private entities 

and their home governments. There hundreds of private players are involved in data dynamics which 

makes it difficult to apply uniform data protection framework. 

3. User Consent: Generally, the application using pre-ticked boxes on consent while asking 

users regarding the acceptance to the terms and conditions. 

4. Privacy Breach:  It is usually difficult to trace the perpetrator invading the data privacy. 

5. Privacy laws: Currently, the usage and transfer of personal data of citizens is regulated by 

the Information Technology (IT) Rules, 2011, under the IT Act, 2000. However, this are applicable 

only to private entities and not on government agency. 

6. Data ownership: As per TRAI guidelines, individuals own the data, while the collectors and 

data processors are mere custodians of data who are subject to regulations. 

Conclusion: 

Data protection is essential to balance the growth of the digital economy and use of data as a means 

of communication between persons with a statutory regime that will protect the autonomy of 

individuals from encroachments by the state and private entities. India must adopt stringent law in 

the same lines as GDPR (General Data Protection Regime) enacted by the European Union. 

Examine the need and significance of protection of personal data of the people in 

India. (250 words) 
Reference:  The Hindu 
Why the question: 
The article highlights the importance of Personal data protection Bill. 
Key Demand of the question: 
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Examine the need and significance of protection of personal data of the people in India. 
Directive: 
Examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we must look into the topic (content words) in detail, inspect it, 
investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so 
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with what you understand by personal data and why it requires protection. 
Body: 
The answer body must have the following aspects covered: 
Why protecting personal data is important? – Data protection regulations ensure the security of 
individuals’ personal data and regulate the collection, usage, transfer, and disclosure of the said 
data. 
What is personal data protection India? 
How can we protect personal data? 
What is data security and why is it important? 
Discuss the efforts of the government in this direction. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with its importance. 
Introduction 

The pandemic has forced more people to participate in the digital economy. More people have 

taken to digital channels to fulfill a variety of needs like purchasing groceries and accessing health 

services. Unfortunately, the number of personal data breaches from major digital service providers 

has increased worryingly in the same period. 

Body 

Need for data protection of Indians 

1. Frequent data breach of users: The recent alleged data breach at MobiKwik could stand to 

be India’s biggest breach with the data of 9.9 crore users at risk. 

2. No comprehensive law in place: The way different entities collect and process users’ 

personal data in India is mainly governed by the Information Technology Act, 2000, and various 

other sectoral regulations. However, this data protection regime falls short of providing effective 

protection to users and their personal data. 

3. Broad terms and conditions: Entities could override the protections in the regime by taking 

users’ consent to processing personal data under broad terms and conditions. This is problematic 

given that users might not understand the terms and conditions or the implications of giving 

consent. 

4. No data privacy: Further, the frameworks emphasise data security but do not place enough 

emphasis on data privacy. In essence, while entities must employ technical measures to protect 

personal data, they have weaker obligations to respect users’ preferences in how personal data can 

be processed. 

1. As a result, entities could use the data for purposes different to those that the user 

consented to. 
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5. Loopholes and Exceptions: The data protection provisions under the IT Act also do not apply 

to government agencies. This creates a large vacuum for data protection when governments are 

collecting and processing large amounts of personal data. 

6. Finally, the regime seems to have become antiquated and inadequate in addressing risks 

emerging from new developments in data processing technology. 

Personal Data protection Bill in India 

The need for a more robust data protection legislation came to the fore in 2017 post the Supreme 

Court’s landmark judgment in Justice K.S. Puttaswamy (Retd) v. Union of India that established the 

right to privacy as a fundamental right. In the judgment, the Court called for a data protection law 

that can effectively protect users’ privacy over their personal data. 

1. The bill constitutes 3 personal information types: Critical, Sensitive and General. 

2. Data principal: As per the bill, it is the individual whose data is being stored and processed. 

3. Exemptions: The government is qualified to order any data fiduciary to acquire personal and 

non-personal/anonymised data for the sake of research and for national security and criminal 

investigations. 

4. Social media companies, which are deemed significant data fiduciaries based on factors 

such as volume and sensitivity of data as well as their turnover, should develop their own user 

verification mechanism. 

5. An independent regulator Data Protection Agency (DPA) will oversee assessments and 

audits and definition making. 

6. Each company will have a Data Protection Officer (DPO) who will liaison with the DPA for 

auditing, grievance redressal, recording maintenance and more. 

7. The bill also grants individuals the right to data portability, and the ability to access and 

transfer one’s own data. 

8. The right to be forgotten: this right allows an individual to remove consent for data 

collection and disclosure. 

Significance of Data protection 

1. The rising importance of data has pushed over 80 countries to pass national laws protecting 

the collection and use of their citizens’ data by companies and the government. 

2. The Bill will have huge commercial and political consequences for India. 

3. In India, the Personal Data Protection Bill 2019 (DPB) is currently under consideration by a 

parliamentary committee. 

4. According to Ernst and Young, emerging technologies in India will create $1 trillion in 

economic value by 2025. 

5. Much of this value will be founded on the creation, use, and sale of data, and the Bill will 

have immense implications as firms scramble to meet new privacy regulations. 
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6. More importantly, how users wish for their data to be handled will be accommodated and 

companies will need to adhere to the provisions of the law. 

Conclusion 

The time is ripe for India to have a robust data protection regime. A strong data protection 

legislation will also help to enforce data sovereignty. India must adopt stringent law in the same 

lines as GDPR (General Data Protection Regime) enacted by the European Union.  

The problems of Prevention of Corruption Act (PoCA), 1988 was only partially 

addressed by the amendments of 2018. There is a need for a delicate balancing act 

between probity and economic activity. Critically examine. (250 words) 
Reference:  Live Mint 
Why the question: 
The article explains the need for a delicate balancing act between probity and economic activity in 
the PoCA. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss the problems of the PoCA and need for a delicate balancing act between probity and 
economic activity. 
Directive: 
Critically examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we have to look into the topic (content words) in 
detail, inspect it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. 
While doing so we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
When ‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the 
topic and give a fair judgment. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with brief background of the coming of PoCA. 
Body: 
The answer body must have the following aspects covered: 
Explain in detail the problems with the original PoCA. 
Discuss PoCA amendments 2018: explain how it has been a refreshing change on multiple counts. 
Take hints from the article and elaborately explain the above points. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
Introduction 

India’s rank has slipped six places to 86th among 180 countries in Corruption Perception Index (CPI) 

released by Transparency International. India experienced slow progress in anti-corruption efforts, 

with several government commitments to reform not yet materialising effectively. Corruption shifts 

public spending away from essential public services. Countries with higher levels of corruption, 

regardless of economic development, tend to spend less on health. Hence needs to be tackled 

effectively. 

Body 

Features of Prevention of Corruption Act amendment in 2018 

1. Its aim was to enhance transparency and accountability of the government and also to make 

the provisions under the law stringent. 

2. Bribe giving also is an offence. 
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1. It makes a provision for providing protection to ‘coerced’ (forced to pay a bribe) bribe-

givers if the matter is reported to the concerned law enforcement agencies within a week (7 days). 

2. The amendment has removed the provision which protected a bribe-giver from prosecution 

for statements made by him/her during corruption trials. 

3. It covers bribe-giving commercial organisations to be liable for punishment or prosecution. 

However, charitable institutions have been left out of its ambit. 

3. Imprisonment: Those convicted of taking bribes can be imprisoned for three to seven 

years besides being fined under the provisions of the Bill. 

0. Bribe-givers have also been included in the legislation for the first time and they can 

be punished with imprisonment for up to seven years, a fine or both. 

4. The amendment also redefines criminal misconduct and will now only cover 

misappropriation of property and possession of disproportionate assets. 

0. Misappropriating of property entrusted to the banker 

1. Amassing assets disproportionate to known sources of income 

5. The amendment proposes a ‘shield’ for government servants, including those retired, from 

prosecution by making it mandatory for investigating agencies such as the Central Bureau of 

Investigation to take prior approval from a competent authority before conducting an enquiry 

against them. 

0. However, it states that such permissions shall not be necessary for cases involving 

the arrest of a person on the spot on the charge of accepting or attempting to 

accept any undue advantage for himself or for any other person. 

1. Another relief that the Act provides to a public servant is that in any corruption case 

against him or her, the factor of “undue advantage” will have to be established. 

2. According to PRS Legislative Research, the Bill provides powers and procedures for 

the attachment and forfeiture of a corruption-accused public servant’s property. 

6. Trial: According to the Act, the trial in cases pertaining to the exchange of bribe and 

corruption should be completed within two years. Further, even after reasoned delays, the trial 

cannot exceed four years. 

7. Forfeiture of property: This section was introduced for the Special Court to attach and 

confiscate property, which was earlier done under a 1944 ordinance through civil courts. 

8. Sanction for prosecution: A sanction is needed for prosecuting former officials for offences 

done while in office. The decision on sanction request is to be made under three months which may 

be extended by a month. Centre may notify about the guidelines. 

Shortcomings and criticism 

1. Narrow definition: The older law had a broad definition of a corrupt public official, defining 

it simply as any person who, while holding office as a public servant, obtains for any person any 

valuable thing or pecuniary advantage without any public interest. 
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1. The amendments narrow this definition significantly, by adding the test of intention, 

meaning prosecuting agencies will have to prove a conspiracy to carry out corrupt acts, rather than 

simply pointing to disproportionate assets or questionable actions. 

2. The amendments seek to define criminal misconduct more narrowly, by including just two 

clauses. 

0. If the public servant dishonestly or fraudulently misappropriates or otherwise 

converts for his own use any property entrusted to him or any property under his 

control as a public servant or allows any other person so to do or if he intentionally 

enriches himself illicitly during the period of his office. 

1. This means that if a public servant cannot account for assets or property 

disproportionate to their known sources of income, then they are presumed to have 

intentionally enriched themselves illicitly. 

2. The changed clauses however, do not account for assets that have been illicitly 

procured for other people. 

3. The amendment Bill has not mentioned who the concerned authority is for providing 

sanctions for investigating a public official. 

4. Some existing important provisions in the old law are being dropped. These new terms will 

take decades for getting their interpretations from the Supreme Court. 

0. Sections 7, 8, 9 and 10 of the existing Act have been deleted and replaced by 

completely new provisions, with completely new definitions and words. It may now 

take decades before the new provisions are properly interpreted and settled by 

judiciary. 

5. The provision under Section 13(1)(d) has been deleted. This is the provision which is used for 

involving senior bureaucrats and ministers in corruption cases, since direct acceptance of bribe by 

them was generally not possible. 

0. Further, the maximum punishment for this would now be only 7 years imprisonment 

as against the existing punishment for 10 years. 

6. Prior permission of the Government or the competent authority will now be required for 

registering certain corruption offences. Previously, the provision for taking such permission was 

quashed and set aside by the Supreme Court in 2014 in a writ petition. 

0. This permission will give immunity to corrupt Government officers. 

1. Even sanction for prosecution of corrupt public servants would now be needed even 

after their retirement, giving them one more level of immunity or protection. 

Conclusion 

There should be a comprehensive package to fight against corruption. The government must 

strengthen existing laws like whistle-blower protection act, lokpal act etc. There should be an equal 

focus on judicial reform and police reform to create a deterrence. 
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In the context of increasing labour migration due to covid pandemic, critically analyze 

the steps initiated by government to ensure food and employment security. (250 

words) 
Reference : The Indian Express 

Introduction 

The critical vulnerabilities of Indian society that the COVID-19 pandemic has exposed are 

undoubtedly those laid bare by the humanitarian crisis that unfolded as the nation-wide lockdown 

took effect. The searing images of the endless ordeal of tens of thousands of famished and 

exhausted “migrant workers” trying to make their way back to their home villages to escape 

starvation in cities where they work, will endure long after the pandemic is over. 

The second wave being graver, it is imperative that governments step up their handholding to the 

migrants. 

Body 

Migrant crisis during pandemic 

1. The world’s severest lockdown dealt a body blow to their insecure and fragile urban 

livelihoods, and many of them also faced imminent eviction. 

2. With public transportation shut down, many began their long journeys on foot over 

distances that could span hundreds of miles. 

3. A large number of them died of heat, exhaustion and starvation; and quite a few were 

killed in horrific accidents. Eg: Migrants killed on rail tracks and road accidents. 

4. Extreme poverty and hunger: Without constant source of income or social security, it is the 

lowest strata of society that is the most affected. 

1. Due to lockdown, most essential items were also unavailable for many and led to hunger 

problems. 

5. The multitudes escaping Indian cities more than a century later, however, are mostly 

employed in an informal labour regime in industries and service sectors increasingly characterised by 

outsourcing and contracting-out arrangements. 

6. The informal or the unorganised sector now accounts for nearly half of India’s GDP and 80 to 

90 per cent of the labour force (including non-plantation agriculture). 

7. Loss of wages: A report by the Stranded Workers Action Network, found the majority of 

them to be factory or construction workers on a daily wage. 

0. The rest earned their daily wages as drivers, domestic workers, and self-employed 

workers — among them were street vendors and those engaged in zari embroidery 

work 

Steps by government to ensure food and employment security  

1. Non-farm employment: The Finance Minister acknowledged the significance of the 

MGNREGS in providing jobs to returning workers in rural areas. 
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2. Atmanirbhar Bharat has a special component from migrants. Recently, housing was to be 

made available them under Awaas 

3. Food security will be taken care once One Nation One Ration Card is implemented 

throughout the country. 

4. In line with Union Government’s Advisory, about Rs 5000 crore released from Building & 

Other Construction Workers Cess Fund to approx 2 crore construction workers; the sector which is 

estimated to employ maximum migrant workers. 

5. Through interventions of dedicated 20 Control Rooms set up by Union Labour Ministry, stuck 

wages of about Rs 300 crore released to about 2 lakh workers. 

6. Under Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Yojana with financial package of Rs. 1.7 lakh crore, 

nearly 80.00 crore people have been and are being provided Free of Cost 5 Kg Wheat/Rice and 1 Kg 

pulses. 

7. Per day wages under MGNAREGA enhanced from Rs. 182 to Rs. 202. More days and jobs 

were added with an expanded budget. 

8. SVANidhi Scheme launched to facilitate collateral free working capital loan up to Rs.10,000/- 

of one-year tenure, to approx. 50 lakh street vendors to resume their businesses 

Conclusion 

Governments at all levels must ensure that any policy intervention must be inclusive of all and 

especially the most vulnerable sections of the society. The immediate concern should be to address 

the issue of poverty, hunger and unemployment. A good social security scheme backed by welfare 

measures for migrants will truly help achieve Atmanirbharta and India would finally tread the path of 

Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas and Sabka Vishwaas. 

Boost in capital expenditure is seen as effective instrument to spur economic growth 

in long term. Critically Analyze. (250 words) 
Reference : Financial Express 

Introduction 

The debate around the ability of capital expenditure to boost long-term growth within the Indian 

economy, given both the pre- and the post-pandemic weak economic environment, has seen a wide 

range of varying opinions being presented by economists and policymakers. 

Body 

Capital expenditure as an effective instrument to spur economic growth 

1. The recent budgetary allocation towards capital expenditure at Rs 5,54,236 crore in FY2021-

22(BE) is a rise of 34.5% over FY2020-21. 

2. This is significant if we compare 21.71% rise in FY2020-21(BE) over FY2019-20(BE). This move 

is significant against the backdrop of the economic slowdown caused due to the Covid-19 pandemic, 

coupled with a decline in employment ratio. 

3. While creating direct consumer demand is an important lever for immediate boost to the 

economy, it may not sustain a high growth trajectory in the longer term. 
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4. The creation of capital assets generates future cash flows for the economy and adds to value 

creation. 

5. Capital expenditure is expected to achieve this through a multiplier effect (a change in rupee 

value of output with respect to a change in rupee value of expenditure). 

6. In India, the multiplier effect of capital expenditure made by the central government is 

estimated at 2.45, whereas for state governments it is around 2 (according to the RBI Bulletin, 

December 2020). 

7. A Rs 1 crore increase in capital expenditure leads to more than Rs 1 crore increase in GDP. 

This multiplier effect works through expansion of ancillary industries and services and job creation. 

8. On the supply side also, it can facilitate labour productivity. Thus, capital expenditure is an 

effective tool for countercyclical fiscal policy and acts as a macroeconomic stabiliser. 

Critical analysis: Concerns 

1. The touted multiplier effect will not take into account the time-lag to kick in, capacity 

availability in the industry, and undisposed inventory and work in progress before the pandemic-

induced lockdowns. 

2. Most importantly, given the pandemic, the multiplier effect loses value if people hold idle 

cash out of fear of unforeseen expenses and survival paramountcy during possible future lockdowns. 

3. This appears a distinct possibility in the raging second wave of the pandemic. Inflation-

induced price rise, particularly in food and health, could also affect the multiplier impact as 

households would tend to give them priority over other consumption items. 

4. This was indeed the case until the last quarter. Also, capital expenditure funded by the 

government through heavy domestic borrowing (of the order of Rs 18 lakh crore by the Centre plus 

Rs 78,000 crore by 21 states towards loss in GST compensation due to the lockdown effect) has the 

potential of crowding out capital expenditure by the private sector, thus severely weakening the 

multiplier effect. 

Way Forward 

1. The solution lies in optimising project management processes of all the key stakeholders, 

including implementation agencies, state governments, vendors and others. 

2. This would also help in ensuring quality control, which, in turn, will result in capital assets 

providing benefits over a longer term following the multiplier effect. 

3. The maintenance, repair and operation (MRO) expenditure, which is part of revenue 

expenditure, will have to be monitored during project implementation to see to it that it goes on to 

increase the ability of the capital asset to deliver the projected benefits during the lifetime of the 

asset. 

4. The government should also aim to cut down on inefficient revenue expenditure and focus 

on creating a balanced and stable virtuous cycle, which can have positive knock-on effects over the 

long term. 
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5. This will help set the foundation for stimulating growth and future investments, while 

eventually leading the economy to overcome the recessionary pressures it might once again 

confront if the second wave prolongs. 

Conclusion 

With the current impetus rightly given to capital expenditure, emphasis must also be provided on 

timely implementation of projects within the earmarked outlay by strengthening monitoring, 

redressal mechanisms and processes for controlling project delays.  

 A sector led, action based approach could provide the framework to drive low carbon 

transformation in our country. Comment. (250 words) 
Reference:  The Hindu 
Why the question: 
The article explains a low carbon future based on sector led approach.   
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss the significance of a sector led approach in driving the low carbon transformation in the 
country. 
Directive: 
Comment– here we have to express our knowledge and understanding of the issue and form an 
overall opinion thereupon. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with brief background of the question. 
Body: 
Explain first the hurdles in the adoption of a net-zero targets by India – Compromised development: 
Though a large country and economy, we are still a very poor country with a significant development 
deficit — our per-capita carbon emissions are less than half the world average. 
Talk about alternative strategy. 
Discuss the significance of sectoral decarbonisation of Power Sector, explain the sector led approach 
such as – Create a multi-stakeholder Just Transition Commission, Address existing problems, Towards 
leadership in technologies of future etc. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
Introduction 

India is at a critical moment in history where it has the power to create a thriving, innovative net-

zero carbon economy. Governments, businesses and sector experts are coming forward with 

commitments and solutions for clean policy, investment and technology. 

Body 

Background 

1. So far, India is committed to have a national grid with 40% installed electric capacity from 

non-fossil fuels by 2030, under the Paris Agreement. 

2. As of March 2020, the country already stood at 24% (87GW) of renewable energy installed 

capacity (not including large hydro projects). 

3. India has also kick-started the e-mobility transition with the Government of India entering 

the second phase of the Faster Adoption and Manufacturing of Electric Vehicles scheme – FAME II. 
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4. The scheme works to promote the manufacture and purchase of electric vehicles by 

providing capital subsidies and drive action on State-led EV policies. 

India’s transition to low carbon economy 

India can accomplish this by focusing on sectoral low-carbon development pathways that combine 

competitiveness, job-creation, distributional justice and low pollution in key areas where India is 

already changing rapidly. 

1. Despite the recent advent of renewable energy, India is still powered by coal, with 77% of 

electricity generation coming from coal plants. 

2. A first, bold, step would be to pledge that India will not grow its coal-fired power 

capacity beyond what is already announced, and reach peak coal electricity capacity by 2030, while 

striving to make coal-based generation cleaner and more efficient. 

3. Natural gas and nuclear energy make up only 8% in the energy basket, but have not yet 

been able to gain a significant foothold in India’s power sector. This needs to be expanded with 

better technology. 

4. In order to curb its reliance on coal and fulfil its obligations under the Paris accord, India 

must look into further developing alternative energy sources. Investments in its natural gas 

infrastructure and its domestic nuclear energy manufacturing capacity could hold the key for a 

carbon-free future. 

5. FAME-ll scheme of government of India can prove significant if the target of 30% is reached 

by 2030. 

6. With charging infrastructure in place, the demand for electric and hybrid vehicles would take 

off. 

7. Electric and hybrids are cheaper to run and would gain market share rapidly. 

8. The Railways in India are going in for rapid electrification as it is cheaper to run trains on 

electricity. 

9. With most of surface transport using electricity and most of electricity coming from 

renewables, India would become a low carbon economy. 

Conclusion 

The next 10 years are crucial to India stepping up action and commitment to address climate change. 

We know the opportunities for renewable power and electric mobility in a rapidly growing Indian 

market (not completely phased by the pandemic). We now have to set ourselves to collectively – 

businesses, governments and sector experts – identify the gaps in driving clean energy and mobility 

and find innovative solutions to address these.  

Analyse the nuances of sovereign control of the State over the temples. (250 words) 
Reference:  The Hindu 
Why the question: 
The article presents understanding the demand for relieving government control of temples. 
Key Demand of the question: 
One is expected to analyse the nuances of sovereign control of the State over the temples. 
Directive: 
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Analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with brief context of the question. 
Body: 
The answer body must have the following aspects covered: 
Arguments to justify sovereign control of the State over the temples – Historical and cultural 
dimension, Secular distinction, Constitutional provisions of religious liberty; Article 25(2)(a), Article 
25(2)(b). 
Then present your arguments in support of relieving government control of temples – Gross 
misconduct in temple administration, State control is limited to secular activities, Demand for the 
right of representation in affairs of management of temples etc. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way ahead. 
Introduction 

With claims of the state government looting the temple money and leaving temples to die, the 

campaign of ‘Free Hindu temples’ is on a full flow. On the other hand, it is argued that the increase 

in the government control is attributed to the local communities deserting the temples due to local 

issues, including enmity among the management committees. 

Body 

Background for State intervention in control of temples 

1. Constituent Assembly framed the religious liberty clauses keeping in mind the historical 

prohibition of entry to certain classes and sections of Hindu society. 

2. Article 25(2) grants power to the State to enact law on two distinct aspects. Article 25(2)(a) 

empowers the state to regulate “economic, financial, political or other secular activities which may 

be associated with religious practice”. 

3. Article 25(2)(b) enables the state to enact law to prohibit the exclusion of ‘classes and 

sections’ of Hindu society to enter into Hindu temples of a public character and also make law for 

social welfare and reform. 

4. Thus, the control of secular aspects associated with religion and the power to throw open 

Hindu temples to all classes and sections of society are distinct. 

5. The control of secular aspects is not a measure of any social reform. 

6. Viewed from this standpoint, the Hindu Religious and Charitable Endowments Department is 

not a “tribune for social justice” as argued in the article nor has it ever guaranteed equal access to 

worship. 

Issue of sovereign control of State over the temples 

1. The state has assumed the role of religious functionaries to determine who will be heads of 

Mutts and the authority to conduct poojas. 

2. For example, The Shri Jagannath Temple Act, 1954 entrusted the committee appointed by 

the state with the task of ensuring the performance of seva pooja. 
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3. When the Act was questioned by the Raja of Puri before the Supreme Court, in Raja 

Birakishore vs The State Of Orissa, the Court made a revelation: the performance of a puja is in fact a 

secular act and, therefore, the state is justified in its regulation. 

4. The exercise of state regulation of secular aspects of religion was taken to extreme lengths 

when the Court ruled that the state, by appointing temple priests, was exercising a secular function 

(Seshammal & Ors, Etc. Etc vs State Of Tamil Nadu). 

5. Nowhere does the text of the Constitution permit the state to assume ownership of 

properties belonging to religious institutions and treat them as state largesse to be siphoned off. 

6. Whatever style of secularism we subscribe to, surely the Indian state is not to tell the 

believer how he/she is to offer worship to the deity nor is it to tell the custodian of the deity how 

she will be appointed. 

Way Forward 

1. Lesson can be learnt from Religious Endowments Act (Act XX of 1863) repealing the pre-

existing Bengal and Madras Regulations during British times. 

2. In handing over the religious institutions to the society, it created committees in every 

district to exercise control over temples. 

3. Section 8 of the Act provided that the members of the committee to be appointed from 

persons professing the religion, for purposes of which the religious establishment was founded or 

maintained and in accordance with the general wishes of those who are interested in the 

maintenance of the institution. 

4. For this purpose, the local government caused an election. 

5. In the spirit of equality of all religions, this scheme should be applicable to all religious 

institutions which would guarantee adequate community representation in the management of their 

places of worship. 

“Enactment of the Places of Worship Act, 1991 in its current format damages the 

liberty of belief, faith and worship to all”, do you agree? Critically analyse. (250 words) 
Reference: The Hindu 

Introduction: 

 The Places of Worship (Special Provisions) Act, 1991 seeks to maintain the “religious character” of 

places of worship as it was in 1947 except in the case of Ram Janmabhoomi-Babri Masjid dispute, 

which was already in court. 

The law was brought in at the peak of the Ram Mandir movement, exactly a year before the 

demolition of the Babri Masjid. Introducing the law in 1991, then Home Minister S B Chavan said in 

Parliament that it was adopted to curb communal tension. 

Body: 

Background: 
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1. A co-mutawalli of 350-year-old” TeelyWali masjid” of Lucknow, Wasif Hasan, has 

approached the Supreme Court seeking intervention in the pending PIL challenging provisions of the 

Places of Worship Act. 

2. The applicant has opposed the plea claiming that the petition is a mischievous one which 

aims at isolating the Muslim Community as a separate category from other religious communities in 

India. 

3. The Supreme Court asked the Centre to respond to a plea challenging the Places of Worship 

(Special Provisions) Act, 1991 which freezes the status of places of worship as it was on 15th August, 

1947. 

4. In agreeing to examine the law, the court has opened the doors for litigation in various 

places of worship across the country including Mathura and Varanasi. 

Provisions of the act: 

1. The objective of the law describes it as an Act to prohibit conversion of any place of worship. 

2. It aims to provide for the maintenance of the religious character of any place of worship as it 

existed on the 15th day of August 1947, and for matters connected therewith or incidental thereto”. 

3. Sections 3 and 4 of the Act declared that the religious character of a place of worship shall 

continue to be the same as it was on August 15, 1947. 

4. No person shall convert any place of worship of any religious denomination into one of a 

different denomination or section. 

5. Section 4(2) says that all suits, appeals or others regarding converting the character of a 

place of worship, that was pending on August 15, 1947, will stand abated when the Act commences 

and no fresh proceedings can be filed. 

6. However, legal proceedings can be initiated after the commencement of the Act if the 

change of status took place after the cut-off date of August 15, 1947. 

What does it say about Ayodhya, and what else is exempted? 

1. Act does not to apply to Ram Janma Bhumi Babri Masjid. 

2. Besides the Ayodhya dispute, the Act also exempted: 

1. any place of worship that is an ancient and historical monument or an archaeological site, or 

is covered by the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Sites and Remains Act, 1958; 

2. a suit that has been finally settled or disposed of; 

3. any dispute that has been settled by the parties or conversion of any place that took place 

by acquiescence before the Act commenced. 

Challenges posed by the law: 

1. the law violates the right to practise and propagate religion, as well as the right to manage 

and administer places of worship. 

2. The act goes against the principle of secularism and the state’s duty to preserve and protect 

religious and cultural heritage. 
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3. The cut-off date (August 15, 1947) as per the law bars Hindus, Jains, Buddhists, and Sikhs 

from approaching courts to “re-claim” their places of worship which were “invaded” and 

“encroached” upon by “fundamentalist barbaric invaders”. 

4. The right-wing politicians have opposed the law even when it was introduced, arguing that 

the Centre has no power to legislate on “pilgrimages” or “burial grounds” which is under the state 

list. 

5. Another criticism against the law is that the cut-off is the date of Independence, which 

means that the status quo determined by a colonial power is considered final. 

Supreme Court’s view about the act: 

1. In the 2019 Ayodhya verdict, the Constitution Bench led by former CJI Ranjan Gogoi referred 

to the law and said it manifests the secular values of the Constitution and strictly prohibits 

retrogression. 

2. In providing a guarantee for the preservation of the religious character of places, Parliament 

determined that independence from colonial rule furnishes a constitutional basis for healing the 

injustices of the past. 

3. The law addresses itself to the State as much as to every citizen of the nation. Its norms bind 

those who govern the affairs of the nation at every level. 

4. Those norms implement the Fundamental Duties under Article 51A and are hence positive 

mandates to every citizen as well. 

5. The court reportedly felt that by enacting a law upholding the equality of all religions and 

secularism, part of the Constitution’s basic structure, the State enforced a constitutional 

commitment. 

Conclusion: 

The Places of Worship Act imposes a non-derogable obligation towards enforcing our commitment 

to secularism.” To reopen the law, after such clear and firm words, would be unwise and would 

amount to opening Pandora’s box. 

Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and 

States and the performance of these schemes; mechanisms, laws, institutions 

and Bodies constituted for the protection and betterment of these vulnerable 

sections. 

Discuss in what way cooperatives and unions can prove to be pathways to financial 

stability for women dairy farmers in the country. (250 words) 
Reference:  The Hindu 
Why the question: 
The article presents the scope of cooperatives and unions as the pathway for women dairy farmers. 
Key Demand of the question: 
One must discuss in what way cooperatives and unions can prove to be pathways to financial 
stability for women dairy farmers in the country. 
Directive: 
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Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with contribution of women to White revolution in India. 
Body: 
Explain that the success of women despite a majority of dairy farmers owning only small 
landholdings (typically households own two to five cows) is also a testament to the success of the 
dairy cooperatives models that were at the heart of Operation Flood. The approach made it possible 
to enhance backward and forward linkages in the dairy value chain, paving the way for freeing small 
farmers from the clutches of middlemen, and guaranteed minimum procurement price for milk. 
Then discuss the challenges facing small Dairy farmers. 
Talk about the role of women and about Enhancing Bargaining Power of Women. 
Give examples and explain in what way cooperatives and unions can prove to be pathways to 
financial stability for women dairy farmers in the country. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with scope of cooperatives and unions to women farmers in general. 
Introduction: 

The huge increase in milk supply through concerted efforts on a cooperative level is known as 

the White Revolution. Forty-eight years after Operation Flood – that made India the world’s largest 

milk producer – India continues to be on the lookout for the next breakthrough in agricultural 

produce and productivity. White Revolution 2.0 has effectuated dairy firms’ marketing strategy for 

milk and milk products, resuscitating the outlook of product-market mix. 

“A cooperative is an organization established for the purpose of purchasing and marketing the 

products of its members, i.e., shareholders, and/or procuring supplies for resale to the members, 

whose profits are distributed to the members (in the form of patronage dividends), not on the basis 

of the members’ equity investment in the cooperative, but in proportion to their patronage of it, i.e., 

the amount of business that each member transacts with it”. 

Body: 

Milk production in India: 

1. India emerged as the largest milk producer and consumer in 2019. 

2. Niti Aayog estimates that the country is expected to increase its milk production to 330 

million metric tonnes (mt) in 2033–34 from the current level of 176 mt. 

3. Currently India has 17% of world output of dairy products, surpassing USA in 1998 as world’s 

largest producer of dairy. All this was achieved by operation Flood which was launched in 1970’s. 

4. According to market research company IMARC, the milk and dairy products industry reached 

Rs7.9 lakh crore in 2017. 

5. In 2016, the milk sector alone was valued at Rs3 lakh crore and is projected to scale Rs7.3 

lakh crore by 2021. 

6. The per capita milk availability in India has gone up from 126 gm per day in 1960 to 359 gm 

per day in 2015. 
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Need to setup cooperatives for women farmers in dairy industry: 

1. Cooperatives enhance backward and forward linkages in the dairy value chain, paving the 

way for freeing small farmers from the clutches of middlemen, and guaranteed minimum 

procurement price for milk. 

2. A study by the International Development Research Centre (IDRC) indicates that 93% of 

women farmers who receive training alongside financial support succeed in their ventures, 

compared to the 57% success rate of those who receive financial aid alone. 

3. According to latest data, there are more than 1,90,000 dairy cooperative societies across the 

country, with approximately 6 million women members. 

4. Increased Income: A study conducted on Women Dairy Cooperative Society (WDCS) 

members across Rajasthan showed that with the income generated through dairying, 31% of the 

women had converted their mud houses to cement structures, while 39% had constructed concrete 

sheds for their cattle. 

5. Provides Leadership lessons: Importantly, women-led cooperatives also provide fertile 

ground for grooming women from rural areas for leadership positions. 

6. Breaks barriers: In many instances, this becomes the first step for women in breaking free 

from traditional practices. 

7. Defeats Information Asymmetry: The presence of collectives in the form of cooperatives 

and milk unions plays a significant role in enhancing the knowledge and bargaining power of women 

Measures needed: 

1. The National Dairy Development Board (NDDB) now organises farmer’s orientation 

programmes across the country, under which women farmers are trained in scientific best practices 

on animal health, fodder quality, clean milk production, and accounts management. This must be 

further pushed with vigour to all states. 

2. NDDB has played a proactive role in setting up women-led producer enterprises like Shreeja 

Mahila Milk Producer Company, which was started with 24 women and now has more than 90,000 

members, with an annual turnover of approximately ₹450 crore. Such cooperatives must be 

emulated across the breadth and width of the country. 

3. This is a great opportunity for the State governments to promote dairy business in those 

districts where milk production and milk availability are less than the national average. They can 

facilitate the promotion of the cooperative model in these regions, to channelise and formalise milk 

procurement, which will help millions of people to be gainfully employed. 

4. The Finance Minister recently announced an outlay ₹15,000 crore for Animal Husbandry 

Infrastructure Development Fund, which will be used for supporting private investments in dairy 

processing and value addition, and cattle feed infrastructure. This will not only give a boost to local 

manufacturing and consumption of locally produced goods but will also help the national consumer 

become “vocal for local”; thus taking India forward on the path of self-reliance. 

Conclusion: 
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The dairy sector plays a vital role in achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) — 

especially SDG 1-No poverty, SDG 3-Good health, SDG 5-Gender equality, SDG 8-Good jobs and 

economic growth, and SDG 10-Reduced inequalities — and it helps in improving lives and 

transforming the global economy. 

Strengthening cooperative milk business across these regions will help generate alternative 

employment opportunities, especially for women and economically disadvantaged communities. A 

flourishing dairy sector will help rural India become self-reliant and will also contribute to doubling 

farmers’ income. 

Explain the salient features of National Policy of Rare disease 2021.How do you think 

it is a way forward in ensuring citizen’s well-being in the country? (250 words) 
Reference:  The Hindu 
Why the question: 
The article talks about the National police of rare disease 2021. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Explain the salient features of National Policy of Rare disease 2021. And explain its utility. 
Directive: 
Explain – Clarify the topic by giving a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the 
particular context. You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with 
relevant associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with briefing of the recent notification of the National Policy for Rare Diseases 2021. 
Body: 
The answer body must have the following aspects covered: 
Discuss its objectives – 
To increase focus on indigenous research and local production of medicines. 
To lower the cost of treatment of rare diseases. 
To screen and detect rare diseases early at early stages, which will in turn help in their prevention. 
Explain the major provisions of the policy. 
Discuss in what way it helps and aids well-being of the public, quote examples. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way ahead. 
Introduction 

WHO defines rare disease as often debilitating lifelong disease or disorder with a prevalence of 1 or 

less, per 1000 population. As per an estimate, there are 7,000 known rare diseases with an 

estimated 300 million patients in the world; 70 million are in India. According to the Organization 

for Rare Diseases India, these include inherited cancers, autoimmune disorders, congenital 

malformations, Hirschsprung’s disease, Gaucher disease, cystic fibrosis, muscular dystrophies and 

Lysosomal Storage Disorders (LSDs). 

Body 

National Policy of Rare Diseases 2021 

1. The Rare Diseases Policy aims to lower the high cost of treatment for rare diseases with 

increased focus on indigenous research with the help of a National Consortium to be set up with 

Department of Health Research, Ministry of Health & Family Welfare as convenor. 
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2. Increased focus of research and development and local production of medicines will lower 

the cost of treatment for rare diseases. 

3. The policy also envisages creation of a national hospital-based registry of rare diseases so 

that adequate data is available for definition of rare diseases and for research and development 

related to rare diseases within the country. 

4. The Policy also focuses on early screening and prevention through primary and secondary 

health care infrastructure such as Health and Wellness Centres and District Early Intervention 

Centres (DEICs) and through counselling for the high-risk parents. 

5. Screening will also be supported by Nidan Kendras set up by Department of Biotechnology. 

6. Policy also aims to strengthen tertiary health care facilities for prevention and treatment of 

rare diseases through designating 8 health facilities as Centre of Excellence and these CoEs will also 

be provided one-time financial support of up to Rs 5 crores for upgradation of diagnostics facilities. 

7. A provision for financial support up to 20 lakhs under the Umbrella Scheme of Rastriya 

Arogya Nidhi is proposed for treatment, of those rare diseases that require a one-time treatment 

(diseases listed under Group 1 in the rare disease policy). 

8. Beneficiaries for such financial assistance would not be limited to BPL families, but the 

benefit will be extended to about 40% of the population, who are eligible under Pradhan Mantri Jan 

Arogya Yojana. 

9. Besides, the Policy also envisages a crowd funding mechanism in which corporates and 

individuals will be encouraged to extend financial support through a robust IT platform for 

treatment of rare diseases. 

10. Funds so collected will be utilized by Centres of Excellence for treatment of all three 

categories of rare diseases as first charge and then the balance financial resources could also be 

used for research. 

Significance of the policy 

1. The field of rare diseases is complex and heterogeneous. The landscape of rare diseases is 

constantly changing, as there are new rare diseases and conditions being identified and reported 

regularly in medical literature. 

2. Apart from a few rare diseases, where significant progress has been made, the field is still at 

a nascent stage. 

3. For a long time, doctors, researchers and policy makers were unaware of rare diseases and 

until very recently there was no real research or public health policy concerning issues related to the 

field. 

4. Moreover, families that have members with rare diseases are either unaware or found 

helpless in treating them either due to no home-grown expertise or lack of finances to bear the 

burden. 

5. This policy helps in tackling rare diseases in a holistic and comprehensive manner. 

Issues yet to be addressed 
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1. The notification of the Policy comes as a logical conclusion to a long-fought battle, and yet, 

stops short of delivering the complete mandate. 

2. As per the Policy, diseases such as LSD for which definitive treatment is available, but costs 

are prohibitive, have been categorised as Group 3. 

3. However, no funding has been allocated for the immediate and lifelong treatment needs, for 

therapies already approved by the Drugs Controller General of India. 

4. Experts point out that the costs to help already-diagnosed patients might be in the range of 

₹80-₹100 crore annually. 

5. If the Centre can extend the cost-sharing agreements that it has worked out with Kerala, 

Tamil Nadu and Karnataka, with other States too, its share of the annual costs will be halved. 

6. The Centre can, however, still set aside a substantial corpus to fund life-saving treatments, 

even as it rolls out the policy. 

7. Doing so will not only complete a job well begun — even if not yet half done — but also 

cement its commitment towards the welfare of every single citizen in India. 

Conclusion 

It is binding on a welfare state to take care of every single citizen. Securing the wellbeing of every 

one, particularly those unable to help themselves, irrespective of whether they constitute a critical 

mass or not, is important. 

To make amends for the excesses committed against the LGBTQ+ community in the 

past and present, the Indian state should enact a ‘Siras Act’ on the lines of the Alan 

Turing law. Elucidate.(250 words) 
Reference:  The Hindu 
Why the question: 
The editorial presents a case for a law to accord an ex post facto pardon to those who were 
convicted under Section 377 of the Indian Penal Code (IPC). 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss the importance of enacting a ‘Siras Act’ on the lines of the Alan Turing law. 
Directive: 
Elucidate – Give a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the particular context. 
You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with relevant associated 
facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with brief narration of Article 377. 
Body: 
Section 377 of the Indian Penal Code is a section of the Indian Penal Code introduced in 1861 during 
the British rule of India. It makes sexual activities “against the order of nature” illegal. 
On 6 September 2018, the Supreme Court of India ruled that the application of Section 377 to 
consensual homosexual sex between adults was unconstitutional, “irrational, indefensible and 
manifestly arbitrary”, but that Section 377 remains in force relating to sex with minors, non-
consensual sexual acts, and bestiality. 
Then present an overview of judicial interventions. 
Account for the arguments for pardon law. 
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Conclusion: 
Conclude that to make amends for the excesses committed against the LGBTQ+ community in the 
past and present, the Indian state should enact a ‘Siras Act’ on the lines of the Alan Turing law. 
Introduction 

A law to accord an ex post facto pardon to those who were convicted under Section 377 of the 

Indian Penal Code (IPC) would do poetic justice to the LGBTQ+ community and Professor 

Ramchandra Siras. What happened to Siras is a perfect example of the persecution faced by the 

LGBTQ+ community in India. This is just one example of persecution whereas thousands face 

atrocities even today in the LGBTQ community. 

Body 

Article 377 

1. Section 377 of the Indian Penal Code 1860, a relic of British India, states that “whoever 

voluntarily has carnal intercourse against the order of nature with any man, woman or animal shall 

be punished.” 

2. This included private consensual sex between adults of same sex. 

3. After the recent SC judgement, provisions of Section 377 remain applicable in cases of non-

consensual carnal intercourse with adults, all acts of carnal intercourse with minors, and acts of 

bestiality. 

4. Many LGBTQ communities were tormented under the garb of this act 

  

Background to decriminalisation of Article 377 

1. The Delhi High Court’s verdict in Naz Foundation v. Govt. of NCT of Delhi (2009) resulted in 

the decriminalisation of homosexual acts involving consenting adults. 

2. The Court held that Section 377 offended the guarantee of equality enshrined in Article 14 

of the Constitution, because it creates an unreasonable classification and targets homosexuals as a 

class. 

3. Justice A.P. Shah observed in the judgment that discrimination is the antithesis of equality 

and that it is the recognition of equality which will foster the dignity of every individual. 

4. In a retrograde step, the Supreme Court, in Suresh Kumar Koushal vs. Naz Foundation 

(2013), reinstated Section 377 in the IPC. 

5. Fortunately, India witnessed the resurrection of Naz Foundation through the apex court’s 

judgment in Navtej Singh Johar & Ors. v. Union of India (2018). 

Need for enacting Siras Act 

1. From Oscar Wilde to Alan Turing, many well-known as well as unknown people were 

haunted by anti-LGBTQ+ laws, and many jurisdictions repented later. 

2. The U.K. passed the Alan Turing law in 2017, which grants amnesty and pardon to those 

convicted of consensual same-sex relationships. 
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3. The law is named after Alan Turing, the computer scientist who was instrumental in cracking 

intercepted coded messages during World War II and was convicted of gross indecency in 1952. 

4. The Alan Turing law provides not only a posthumous pardon but also an automatic formal 

pardon for living people. 

5. To make amends for the excesses committed against the LGBTQ+ community in the past and 

present, the Indian state should enact a ‘Siras Act’ on the lines of the Alan Turing law. 

6. Ex post facto pardon may be a novel concept in India, but it would do justice, even though 

delayed, to the prisoners of sexual conscience and Siras. 

Conclusion 

The spirit of Navtej Singh Johar should be pushed further. India must progress and enact laws on 

marriage and such related civil rights for LGBTQ community. Normalisation is the key to empower 

the community that has been marginalised for centuries. New India at 75 also means that everyone 

gets same rights in the country and that should be the way forward.  

Supreme Court’s recent ruling on disposing of an application seeking the release of 

Rohingya refugees ignores India’s commitments to international law. Examine. (250 

words) 
Reference:  Indian Express 
Why the question: 
Despite the detained refugees having United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) 
refugee cards, over 170 Rohingya refugees were detained in Jammu after a biometric verification 
drive. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Examine in what way Supreme Court’s recent ruling on disposing of an application seeking the 
release of Rohingya refugees ignores India’s commitments to international law. 
Directive: 
Examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we must look into the topic (content words) in detail, inspect it, 
investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so 
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with brief background of the question. 
Body: 
Discuss the concerns of India’s treatment of Rohingyas as refugees. 
Absence of domestic legislation: While the difference between illegal migrants and refugees is not 
clear due to the absence of legislation, despite that, India in the past has allowed for a differentiated. 
Bias against: Rohingyas is even excluded from the purview of the Citizenship Amendment Act despite 
their fleeing described as a ‘textbook example of ethnic cleansing. Explain the lack of judicial 
consciousness. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
Introduction 

The recent order of the Supreme Court disposing of an application seeking the release of Rohingya 

refugees detained illegally in a sub-jail in Jammu and threatened with deportation to Myanmar, a 

country currently in the grip of a violent military coup, is bereft of any cogent legal reasoning and 
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lacks an understanding of international law obligations and constitutional protections for refugees 

and devoid of humanity. 

Body 

Background to plight of Rohingya Refugees 

1. The United Nations has termed the Rohingya as the world’s most persecuted ethnic minority 

who are left stateless. 

2. In August 2017, the Myanmar military launched a clearance campaign in the Rakhine state 

(home to the ethnic Rohingya), forcing over 7,50,000 of them to flee to neighbouring states, 

escaping a military operation that killed, burnt and wiped-out entire villages. 

3. Thousands of women were raped and tortured and thousands of children orphaned. 

4. Fleeing genocide at the hands of the Burmese military and ultra-religious Buddhist mobs in 

their home state, about 40,000 Rohingya entered India in waves, and settled in refugee camps 

across the country. 

5. They live in deplorable conditions, with scant access to drinking water, electricity or 

sanitation. 

Concerns against India’s stance on Rohingyas 

1. The Indian government has in the past differentiated between illegal immigrants and 

refugees in the absence of domestic legislation, such as, in its treatment of Afghan, Sri Lankan or 

Tibetan refugees. 

2. They have been granted the right to apply for long-term visas for refugees in accordance 

with the government’s 2011 protocol, thereby reaffirming its respect for the institution of asylum. 

3. They are also excluded from the purview of the Citizenship Amendment Act, despite their 

fleeing what has been described as a “textbook example of ethnic cleansing”. 

4. In India, no legislation has been passed that specifically refers to refugees. Hence, the 

Rohingya refugees are often clubbed with the class of illegal immigrants deported by the 

government under the Foreigners Act 1946 and the Foreigners Order 1948. 

Lack of judicial consciousness 

1. The Chief Justice of the Supreme Court, while hearing the application seeking a restraint on 

the deportation of those detained in Jammu jail, and their immediate release, asked how refugees 

could invoke Article 32 rights. 

2. He had to be reminded that Article 14 and 21 constitutional protections were equally 

available to every “person”, including refugees. This set the tone for the order that followed. 

3. The court first decided to distance itself from the genocide in Myanmar, with which four 

Indian states share borders stating that it “cannot comment upon something happening in another 

country”. 

4. Despite India’s binding obligations, the Supreme Court chose to turn a blind eye to this 

factual reality of genocide and ethnic cleansing facing the Rohingya. 
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 Conclusion 

India must have a common refugee principle laid out clearly backed by a legislation. The 

consideration of religion, nation or their numbers must not become a hindrance for any refugee 

fleeing persecution and seeking asylum in India. As a signatory to human rights declaration and 

genocide convention 1948, India must uphold its end of the bargain. 

Despite being one of the largest welfare states in the world, India seems to have failed 

to provide for its most vulnerable citizens during the COVID-19 pandemic. Critically 

analyse. (250 words) 
Reference:  The Hindu 
Why the question: 
The article explains how leveraging existing schemes and providing universal social security is of 
utmost importance in the current times. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss in detail the importance of making social welfare universal in the country and analyse the 
failures of the government in this regard while suggesting solutions to fix the same. 
Directive: 
Critically analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or 
nature of the topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
When ‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the 
topic and give a fair judgment. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
India witnessed multiple crises: mass inter- and intra-migration, food insecurity, and crumbling 
health infrastructure. As per some estimates, the pandemic has pushed an estimated 75 million 
people into poverty. The second wave of the pandemic has also affected middle and upper-class 
citizens. 
Body: 
Explain that Economic capital, in the absence of social capital, has proven to be insufficient in 
accessing healthcare facilities. India has over 500 direct benefit transfer schemes for which various 
Central, State, and Line departments are responsible. However, these schemes have not reached 
those in need. 
Then move on to argue for a universal social security system in India. Present arguments with 
suitable examples. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that the pandemic has revealed that leveraging our existing schemes and providing 
universal social security is of utmost importance. This will help absorb the impact of external shocks 
on our vulnerable populations. 
Introduction 

India is grappling with the second wave of the pandemic that ravaged whole of 2020 around the 

globe. The country witnessed multiple crises: mass inter- and intra-migration, food insecurity, and a 

crumbling health infrastructure. The second wave has brought even the middle and upper-class 

citizens to their knees. Economic capital, in the absence of social capital, has proven to be 

insufficient in accessing healthcare facilities. Illness is universal, but healthcare is not. 

Body 

Welfare State falling short in handling pandemic 
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1. The country has over 500 direct benefit transfer schemes for which various Central, State, 

and Line departments are responsible. However, these schemes have not reached those in need. 

2. Existing schemes cover a wide variety of social protections. However, they are fractionalised 

across various departments and sub-schemes. This causes problems beginning with data collection 

to last-mile delivery. 

3. India is in now in the grips of a public health emergency. Social media feeds are full with 

videos of Covid funerals at crowded cemeteries, long queues of ambulances carrying gasping 

patients, mortuaries overflowing with the dead, and patients, sometimes two to a bed, in corridors 

and lobbies of hospitals. 

4. There are frantic calls for help for beds, medicines, oxygen, essential drugs and tests. Drugs 

are being sold on the black market, and test results are taking days. 

5. Amidst this, India had several elections and Kumbh mela without following proper social 

distancing norms that aggravated the situation. 

6. Universal vaccination was slow and not targeted well, with inadequate supply that was not 

augmented by foreign vaccines. 

Need for a universal social security 

1. We have seen an example of a universal healthcare programme that India ran successfully — 

the Pulse Polio Universal Immunisation Programme. In 2014, India was declared polio-free. It took a 

dedicated effort over a number of years. 

2. With the advancements in knowledge and technology, a universal coverage of social welfare 

is possible in a shorter time frame. 

3. Having a universal system would improve the ease of application by consolidating the data 

of all eligible beneficiaries under one database. It can also reduce exclusion errors. 

4. The Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Yojana (PMGKY) is one scheme that can be strengthened 

into universal social security. It already consolidates the public distribution system (PDS), the 

provision of gas cylinders, and wages for the MGNREGS. 

5. Having a universal scheme would take away this access/exclusion barrier. For example, PDS 

can be linked to a universal identification card such as the Aadhaar or voter card, in the absence of a 

ration card. 

6. This would allow anyone who is in need of foodgrains to access these schemes. It would be 

especially useful for migrant populations. 

7. Making other schemes/welfare provisions like education, maternity benefits, disability 

benefits etc. also universal would ensure a better standard of living for the people. 

8. The implementation of any of these ideas is only possible through a focus on data 

digitisation, data-driven decision-making and collaboration across government departments. 

Conclusion 

To ensure some of these issues are addressed, we need to map the State and Central schemes in a 

consolidated manner. This is to avoid duplication, inclusion and exclusion errors in welfare delivery. 
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Alongside, a study to understand costs of welfare access for vulnerable groups can be conducted. 

This will help give a targeted way forward. 

 Examine the implications of SVAMITVA Scheme in realizing the goals of financial 

buoyant rural India. (250 words) 
Reference: Hindustan Times 

Introduction 

On the Panchayati Raj Diwas on April 24 2020, the prime minister launched the ‘Swamitva Yojna’, or 

the ownership scheme, to map residential land ownership in the rural sector with the help of 

modern technology like drones. 

The scheme aimed to revolutionize property record maintenance in India was launched on the 

Panchayati Raj Diwas by the prime minister, who also interacted with members of Gram Panchayats 

across the country through video conferencing. 

Body 

Swamitva Yojana: Features 

1. Objective: The Swamitva Scheme is to provide an integrated property validation solution to 

the rural areas of the country. 

2. Technology used: Under this scheme now the demarcation of inhabited land of the rural 

area will be done according to the latest surveying methods using drones. 

3. Implementing Agency: The Panchayats of the rural areas were expecting the launch of this 

scheme for a long time. For the demarcation of inhabited land, the latest surveying method is 

Drone’s technology. 

4. The scheme will be carried out in close coordination with the Central Panchayati Raj 

ministry, Survey of India, Panchayati Raj departments and Revenue departments of various states. 

Benefits to boost rural economy 

1. It is expected to go a long way in settling property rights in rural hinterlands and likely to 

become a tool for empowerment and entitlement, reducing social strife on account of discord over 

properties. 

2. The delivery of property rights through an official document will enable villagers to access 

bank finance using their property as collateral. 

3. The residential land in villages will be measured using drones to create a non-disputable 

record. 

1. It is the latest technology for surveying and measuring of land. 

2. Drones will draw a digital map of every property falling within the geographical limits of a 

village and demarcate the boundaries of every revenue area. 

4. The property records for a village will also be maintained at the Panchayat level, allowing for 

the collection of associated taxes from the owners. The money generated from these local taxes 

will be used to build rural infrastructure and facilities. 
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5. Freeing the residential properties including land of title disputes and the creation of an 

official record is likely to result in appreciation in the market value of the properties. 

6. The accurate property records can be used for facilitating tax collection, new building and 

structure plan, issuing of permits and for thwarting attempts at property grabbing. 

Significance of the Scheme 

1. The need for this Yojana was felt since several villagers in the rural areas don’t have papers 

proving ownership of their land. 

2. In most states, survey and measurement of the populated areas in the villages has not been 

done for the purpose of attestation/verification of properties. 

3. When we look at the benefits of this scheme, we will have to understand this point that 

most people don’t have the papers of their land in a rural area. In this case, the chances of disputes 

get increased in rural areas. This scheme will fill this gap and make the people aware of their 

ownership of land in rural areas. 

4. Swamitva Yojana is aimed to fill the above gap to provide ownership rights to people in the 

villages. 

5. As the property record of a village will be managed at the Panchayat level, the collection of 

taxes from the local landowners will also be done at this level only and collected money will be used 

for the benefit of the local area and people. 

Challenges 

1. The scheme does not spell out how to resolve existing disputes on land in the rural areas. 

2. There is a lack of grievance redressal mechanism and villagers have no means to place their 

objections or bring notice to the authorities regarding any discrepancies. 

3. The scheme has not addressed the level of reliability of the drone survey, as accuracy rate 

may vary. 

4. Before implementation, people must be apprised of the scheme thoroughly and made 

aware of their rights and benefits accruing out of it. 

5. Without the cooperation of the people and their acceptance, the scheme will be difficult to 

implement. 

Conclusion 

The scheme will go a long way in achieving social justice and securing the lives of rural people by 

providing them definite legal assurance of their land ownership. 
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Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services 

relating to Health, Education, Human Resources. 

Taken too far, New Education Policy’s focus on learning outcomes can drain education 

of meaning. critically analyse.  (250 words) 
Why the question: 
The author of the article explains in what way Indian education system must stop chasing ‘learning 
outcomes’. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Critically analyse in what way our New Education Policy’s focus on learning outcomes can drain 
education of meaning, thus suggest what needs to be done and what should be the way forward. 
Directive: 
Critically analyse – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or nature 
of the topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. When 
‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the topic and 
give a fair judgment. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with brief introduction of what constitutes – ‘Learning outcome’ 
Body: 
LO refers to grade-appropriate, basic competencies in numeracy and literacy, which school-going 
children are supposed to acquire. 
Discuss the recent trend of overemphasis on LO in the country. Give examples of such instances. 
Explain the problems associated with NEP 2020 -due to its overemphasis on LO in detail. 
Explain what needs to be done and suggest solutions. 
Conclusion: 
It is essential to celebrate learning as a meaning-making exercise by the teacher and the student 
rather than simply focusing on LO that will allow testing to take precedence over learning. 
Introduction: 

In the present context, which seeks to demonstrate, measure and quantify learning, learning 

outcomes (LO) have become a fetish with policymakers and textbook developers, an idea 

popularised by large-scale assessment surveys, such as the Annual Status of Education Report 

(ASER), in India. This calls for a critical analysis of New Education Policy 2020 and its emphasis on 

learning outcomes. 

Body: 

Learning Outcome: It essentially refers to grade-appropriate, basic competencies in numeracy and 

literacy, which school going children are supposed to acquire. The new National Education Policy 

2020 underscores the importance of foundational skills as being central to a child’s schooling. 

New Education Policy 2020: Importance: 

1. In adopting a 5+3+3+4 model for school education starting at age 3, the policy recognises 

the primacy of the formative years from ages 3 to 8 in shaping the child’s future. 

2. Another key aspect of school education in the new policy is the breaking of the strict division 

of arts, commerce and science streams in high school. 

3. Another laudable aspect of the scheme is the introduction of vocational courses with an 

internship. This may nudge the vulnerable sections of society to send their children to school. 
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  Issues with more emphasis on Learning outcomes: 

1. A quick review of the new textbooks shows that they centre around LO and follow a didactic 

approach of essentially presenting information/facts that children are supposed to passively 

consume and memorise. 

2. Such books typically deny the agency of both the teacher and the student, making them 

subservient to the printed text. They are physically heavy but conceptually terse. 

3. It was with great difficulty that National Curriculum Framework, prepared by NCERT in 2005, 

changed the form and nature of textbooks. Any change of government at the Centre or state level 

was/is usually followed by a change in textbooks, particularly history. 

4. Besides blatant misuse as a political tool, textbooks suffer from other limitations. They 

reproduce social inequalities by either omission of diverse social groups or their misrepresentation. 

5. There is no denying that textbooks, just like curricular frameworks, syllabus, and assessment 

practices, need to be revised periodically. However, textbooks tailored to measure the acquisition of 

LO on part of children is a self-defeating exercise. 

6. This singular focus on LO will take the teaching-learning processes away from the possibility 

of a meaningful co-construction of knowledge to a teacher teaching to the test. 

7. Since teachers’ own appraisal is contingent on children’s performance in these tests, they 

feel pressured to ensure that children know the basic minimum and somehow pass the test. 

Way Forward: 

1.  Since education is a concurrent subject (both the Centre and the state governments can 

make laws on it), the reforms proposed can only be implemented collaboratively by the Centre and 

the states. 

2. Thus, the Centre has the giant task of building a consensus on the many ambitious plans. 

3. There is a need to strive Towards Universalisation of Education. Also, creation of ‘inclusion 

funds’ to help socially and educationally disadvantaged children pursue education. 

4. A mechanism is needed to set up a regulatory process that can check profiteering from 

education in the form of unaccounted donations. 

Conclusion: 

Focus on learning outcome is a welcome change. But it is a result of multiplicity of factors including 

access, availability and affordability of education. Hence overall, education must focus on pedagogy 

and quality of teaching instead of single-point focus on learning outcome. 

The concentration of health workforce in India needs to be improved to upsurge the 

efficiency of delivery of health care services at several levels. Analyse . (250 words) 
Reference:  Financial Express 
Why the question: 
The article highlights the need for a big investment in health workforce in the country. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Explain the need to improve the concentration of health workforce in India so as to upsurge the 
efficiency of delivery of health care services at several levels. 
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Directive: 
Analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Briefly provide for some stats related to status of health workers in India. 
Body: 
The density of health workforce in India is not even half of the 44.5 health workers per 10,000 
persons as recommended by the WHO. 
Health workers were globally applauded for their tireless and assiduous services during the Covid-19 
crisis—not merely for their role in dispensing healthcare and saving lives, but also for enormously 
stretched working hours, dealing with constrained resources, contracting infections, and sustaining 
unnecessary and unwarranted violence. 
Explain their inevitability. 
Discuss in detail the challenges. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with solutions to address the problems. 
Introduction: 

In terms of access and quality of health services, India was ranked 145 out of 195 countries in a 

Lancet study published in 2018. With the pandemic crisis, India’s shortcomings in healthcare 

workforce were exposed. Availability and affordability are still major hurdles even today. Human 

resources are necessary for delivery of health services and population health. 

Body: 

Issue with health workforce: 

1. There is a massive shortage of medical staff, infrastructure and last mile connectivity in rural 

areas. Eg: Doctor: Population 1:1800 and 78% doctors cater to urban India (population of 30%). 

2. Massive shortages in the supply of services (human resources, hospitals and diagnostic 

centres in the private/public sector) which are made worse by grossly inequitable availability 

between and within States. 

1. For example, even a well-placed State such as Tamil Nadu has an over 30% shortage of 

medical and non-medical professionals in government facilities. 

2. Also, more than 60% of doctors and a little over 50% of nurses/midwives are employed in 

the private sector, while public facilities in different states report high level of vacancies against the 

sanctioned posts of health workers 

3. Health budget: The health budget has neither increased nor is there any policy to 

strengthen the public/private sector in deficit areas. While the Ayushman Bharat provides 

portability, one must not forget that it will take time for hospitals to be established in deficit areas. 

0. This in turn could cause patients to gravitate toward the southern States that have a 

comparatively better health infrastructure than the rest of India. 

4. Infrastructure constraints: There are doubts on the capacity of India’s infrastructure to take 

on the additional load of patients during pandemics like Covid-19 as seen recently. 
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5. Absence of primary care: In the northern States there are hardly any sub-centres and 

primary health centres are practically non-existent. First mile connectivity to a primary healthcare 

center is broken. For eg, in Uttar Pradesh there is one PHC for every 28 villages. 

Need of the hour: 

1. Prioritize primary health care: The current approach requires re-emphasizing the missing 

priority on PHCs and CHCs for developing comprehensive primary care. 

1. Achieving comprehensive primary care requires a paradigm shift from disease-control 

vertical programmes to community-led, people-oriented primary care. 

2. Strengthen State’s capacity: Sharper focus in the resource-starved states should be on 

improving efficiency in spending without compromising equity, and this can be attained by designing 

programmes that would cover a large number of people and a wide range of diseases. 

0. For example, POSHAN Abhiyan to be strictly rolled out in BIMARU 

1. Since the states have higher responsibility than the Centre in matters related to 

health, the blueprints of primary care can further be redefined in view of the local 

needs. 

2. This should be the policy agenda for the low-performing and resource-constrained 

states. 

3. Low-cost healthcare: It is relevant to develop low-cost primary care service delivery 

models involving nurses and allied health professionals which can lower the burden on the public 

health system marked by the stress of a low doctor-strength. 

4. Locally aligned: India needs to design health services to meet local needs with the opposite 

referral mechanism to secondary- and tertiary-care, and this can produce better health outcomes 

with a considerable cost-advantage. 

0. In this context, the role of public health professionals, those who can help design 

outreach and preventive programmes and implement the continuing health 

programme effectively, assumes paramount importance. Eg: Telemedicine 

5. India lacks the required number of public health professionals. The shortage is severe in 

many parts of the country, especially poorer states like Odisha, Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh and 

Rajasthan. 

0. The focus should be to train a pool of social workers, psychiatrists, counsellors with 

public health orientation who could then transform the primary healthcare delivery 

system in the country. 

1. Ayush doctors can prescribe Allopathy medicines after a bridge course. 

6. Need for investment health workforce: Realizing the acute shortage and skewed 

distribution of health workforce, the central government aims to increase the number of doctors 

and nurses and announced setting up of new educational institutions—157 medical colleges and 

about 50 nursing institutions in different phases. 

0. These institutions are likely to produce about 22,500 doctors and 2,000 nurses every 

year. This implies that even if 100% of the new graduates join health workforce, it 
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will take more than 10 years to add 2.5 lakh health professionals to the existing 

qualified active health workforce of about 15 lakhs. 

1. Since population during the same period likely to increase by a little less than 2% per 

annum, the density of health workforce per 10,000 persons will only marginally 

increase by 2030. 

Conclusion: 

India needs big investment to meet even the minimum threshold of 22.8 health workforce per 

10,000 persons. It’s needed to open new institutions for producing doctors and nurses, and create 

conducive environment and attractive pay packages to encourage qualified health professionals to 

join the active health workforce. 

The fact that more than 415 people die on Indian roads every day calls for creating a 

model for improving road safety in India. Comment. (250 words) 
Reference:  Indian Express 
Why the question: 
The article talks about the road safety in India.   
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss in detail the need for creating a model for improving road safety in India. 
Directive: 
Comment– here we have to express our knowledge and understanding of the issue and form an 
overall opinion thereupon. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with some facts related to road safety in India. 
Body: 
The answer body must have the following aspects covered: 
Some steps taken so far for ensuring road safety in India – Introduced harsh penalties under the new 
provisions of the Motor Vehicles Act. Campaigns by the government: E.g. In ‘Mann ki Baat’ Prime 
Minister made a special reference to the govt.’s concern on road crashes and called people to 
become active stakeholders in road safety etc. 
Then present the need for a model for improving road safety in India. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that the model will help usher in a welcome culture of traffic discipline, smooth aesthetic 
flow in lanes, and responsible citizen road-behaviour. 
Introduction: 

Road accidents can affect people’s livelihood and push them into poverty. Studies show that poor 

households go into debt by borrowing money to cope with the additional medical expenses, in 

addition to losing income after an accident. 

India has, according to the just-released World Bank-commissioned report, Traffic Crash Injuries and 

Disabilities, 1% of the world’s vehicles but 11% of all road accident deaths. According to the statistics 

from PM’s Mann Ki Baat, it is disheartening to note that more than 415 people die on Indian roads 

every day. 

Body: 

Causes of Road Accident: 
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1. Many road accidents are the result of faulty road-design especially a single-lane one with a 

sharp curve. 

2. Infrastructural deficits: Pathetic conditions of roads and vehicles, poor visibility and poor 

road design and engineering – including quality of material and construction. 

3. Negligence and risks: Over speeding, driving under the influence of alcohol or drugs, 

tiredness or riding without a helmet, driving without seatbelts. 

4. Distraction while driving like talking over mobile phones while driving has become a major 

cause of road accidents. 

5. Overloading to save cost of transportation. 

6. Weak Vehicle Safety Standards in India: In 2014, crash tests carried out by the Global New 

Car Assessment Programme (NCAP) revealed that some of India’s top-selling car models have failed 

the UN’s frontal impact crash test. 

7. Lack of awareness among people regarding importance of safety features like airbags, Anti-

lock Braking system etc. Moreover, Vehicle manufacturers do not provide them as standard fitment 

but only in higher class of vehicles reducing their reach. 

Measures needed: 

1. Implementation of Legislation: The Motor Vehicles (Amendment) Act of 2019 has provisions 

that aim to bring about change. 

2. Behavioural Changes: Increasing motorcycle helmet use, increasing seat-belt uses and 

increasing child restraint use. Awareness regarding influence of alcohol on driving. 

3. Safe Roads: Safety consideration during the planning, design, and operation of roads, can 

contribute to reducing road traffic deaths and injuries. 

4. Vehicular Safety Standards: Vehicle safety features such as electronic stability control, 

effective Car Crash Standards and advanced braking should be made mandatory. 

5. Awareness and Publicity: Mass media and social media should be used effectively for 

spreading awareness about road safety. 

6. Training and capacity building: Training courses and training workshops have been 

organized for building capacity in road safety audits and road safety engineering. 

7. Motor Vehicle Accident Fund is proposed to be created. It will provide compulsory 

insurance cover to all road users in India for certain types of accidents. 

Way forward: 

Zones of excellence in Road Safety Model: 

1. Union and state governments can earmark smaller areas in some cities as Zones of 

Excellence in Road Safety (ZoE). 

2. Preference can be given to geographic areas with a poor road safety record. 

3. All roads in the ZoE should be properly lane-marked, zebra-marked, and signposted. 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia


INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 
 
 

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia Page 87 

4. Most markings and signage should, in addition to the pictorial image, define the instructions 

in words for easy understanding, and as a source of regular education of the road users. 

5. A dedicated corridor for emergency vehicles must be marked. 

6. Corrective action on the “black spots” should be completed on top priority in a ZoE. 

7. In the meantime, temporary measures can be put in place to slow down, and guide the 

traffic. 

8. It is also important to gradually provide enabling conditions such as improved, handicap-

friendly footpaths, a safe lane for cyclists and pedestrians, more zebra paths with an inbuilt safety 

mechanism. 

9. Round-the-clock checks should be conducted to enforce adherence to traffic norms in the 

earmarked ZoE. 

10. All available tech devices should be deployed, and private IT agencies of repute roped in. 

11. Best practices followed by road-safe countries should be suitably adapted. 

12. Strict checks and fines should be imposed, with the provision of charging a discounted 

amount where the offender is willing to pay on the spot. 

13. Similarly, detaining offending vehicles for the entire day or longer hours, instead of imposing 

fines, should be encouraged. 

14. A crucial requirement will be the stationing of adequately equipped ambulances and cranes 

at closer distances to swiftly move away victims and damaged vehicles. 

15. A separate emergency helpline for the ZoE/ all ZoEs within a state, operated by the trained 

staff, is the need of the hour. Details of the helpline should be posted in a ZoE prominently, and at 

multiple public places and social media. 

16. It is important that road users and people, in general, are sensitised about the norms and 

spirit of road safety. 

17. Regular road safety awareness and education programmes should be conducted in 

residential areas, over the weekends, with the active assistance of the RWAs/local bodies/NGOs. 

18. A three-tier administrative structure can be put in place to run a ZoE in a smooth, war-zone 

like spirit. 

19. First, for day to day operations, there will be a managing group, comprising middle-level 

officials from the traffic police, highway regulatory authority, local body of the area, PWD, health, 

education, electricity and horticulture departments, headed by a senior administrative or police 

officer with proven performance record. The group will resolve day to day issues of enforcement and 

management of safe roads. 

20. The second level would have an exclusively earmarked officer from the district headquarters 

who will very closely monitor the functioning of all ZoEs within the district, and extend urgent help 

where such intervention is sought by the Group. A committee of seasoned people can also be co-

opted to assist in the monitoring processes. 
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21. A third tier would comprise the Union/ state minister concerned. Indeed, a separate minister 

for road safety can be appointed both in the Union and state cabinets. 

Conclusion: 

Containing road accidents needs to be a multi-sectoral effort that involves law enforcement, 

governance, (the issue of driving licenses and vehicle registration), engineering (appropriate road 

design) awareness raising and post-accident trauma care and management. 

In the absence of good hospitals and cashless free treatment, no significant improvement is possible 

in the quest to save life and limb. Establishing a clear national goal and pursuing it in mission mode 

through an appropriately resourced lead agency is something India should focus on as a priority. The 

amended Motor Vehicle Act, in fact, makes a provision for exactly such an agency—the National 

Road Safety Board. States are being encouraged to create independent lead agencies as well. The 

human cost in this is enormous, and so is the impact on the economy. A World Bank study has found 

that if India were to successfully halve road deaths and injuries between 2014 and 2038, it could 

potentially add 14 percent to its GDP per capita. The National Road Safety Strategy, also envisages 

halving the number of road accident fatalities by 2025. 

In the post-pandemic world, addressing inequality is key to sustaining growth and 

well-being. Discuss. (250 words) 
Reference:  The Hindu 
Why the question: 
The article explains how in the post-pandemic world, addressing inequality is key to sustaining 
growth and well-being. 
Key Demand of the question: 
The answer must discuss the Pillars of an equitable Post-COVID India. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with current situation of Covid pandemic and its effects. 
Body: 
Firstly present the challenges of inequality in the country and explain how they have aggravated due 
to Covid situation. India’s middle class shrunk by a third due to the pandemic, while the number of 
poor people earning less than Rs.150 per day more than doubled. – Pew Research Report. 
In the pre-COVID scenario: Following factors led to the rising inequalities even before the pandemic; 
slow economic growth, Presence of large informal sector, Prospects of K-shaped economic growth, 
gender impact etc. 
Conclusion: 
Suggest solutions to address the situation and emphasize on sustainable development. 
Introduction 

COVID-19 in the last one year has once again reminded us of the growing inequalities in India. A 

recent Pew Research Report shows that India’s middle class may have shrunk by a third due to the 

novel coronavirus pandemic while the number of poor people earning less than ₹150 per day more 

than doubled. 

Body 
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Growing inequality due to Covid-19 

1. Inequalities were increasing earlier also but the pandemic has widened them further. For 

example, the share of wages declined as compared to that of profits. The big companies and a large 

part of the corporate sector could manage the pandemic. 

2. But the informal sector and workers have suffered a lot with loss of incomes and 

employment in the last one year. In other words, the recovery is more k-shaped with rising 

inequalities. 

3. According to the Centre For Monitoring Indian Economy, the employment rate is still 2.5 

percentage points lower now as compared to the level before the lockdown last year. 

4. Women lost more jobs and many are out of the workforce. Inequalities have increased in 

health care and education. 

5. In its latest report, Oxfam noted “The wealth of Indian billionaires increased by 35 per cent 

during the lockdown and by 90 per cent since 2009 to $422.9 billion ranking India sixth in the world 

after US, China, Germany, Russia and France,” in its report titled ‘The Inequality Virus’. 

6. Multiple estimates by multilateral institutions show the COVID-19 pandemic will hit India the 

hardest by sending 40 million people into “extreme poverty”, worsen hunger and income inequality, 

and yet the government seems oblivious with no data, no estimation or policy response 

7. The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) estimates that 260 million people will 

be back in poverty by 2020 – almost as many as the 271 million who left between 2006 and 2016. 

Thus, reduction in inequalities is important for its own sake and for improving demand which can 

raise private investment, consumption and exports for higher and sustainable economic growth. 

 Addressing the inequalities for sustainable growth 

A three-pronged approach for reducing inequalities. These are: focus on employment and wages; 

raising human development, and quasi universal basic income and other social safety nets. 

1. First, creation of quality or productive employment is central to the inclusive growth 

approach. At the macro level, the investment rate which declined from 39% in 2011-12 to 31.7% in 

2018-19 has to be improved. Investment in infrastructure including construction can create 

employment. 

2. In labour market, correcting the mismatch between demand and supply of labour is needed 

(only3% of India’s workforce has formal skill training as compared to 96% in South Korea, 80% in 

Japan, and 52% in the United States). 

3. Manufacturing should be the engine of growth. Here, labour-intensive exports are 

important and manufacturing and services are complementary. 

4. Focusing on micro, small & medium enterprises and informal sectors including rights of 

migrants is important rather than providing 75% reservation to locals in private jobs. 

5. Getting ready for automation and technology revolution such as IR 4.0. Workers need to be 

reskilled and up-skilled. 
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6. Social security and decent working conditions for all; raising real wages of rural and urban 

workers and guaranteeing minimum wages are key to reducing inequality. 

7. Apart from spending on vaccines and other related measures, we need to move 

towards universal health care and spend 2%-3% of GDP on health. Education and health 

achievements are essential for reducing inequality of opportunities. 

Way Forward 

1. Enhancing tax and non-tax revenues of the government is needed to spend on the above 

priorities. 

2. The tax/GDP ratio has to be raised, with a wider tax base. Richer sections have to pay more 

taxes. 

3. Similarly, the inequalities between the Centre and States in finances should be reduced. 

State budgets must be strengthened to improve capital expenditures on physical infrastructure and 

spending on health, education and social safety nets. 

4. Apart from economic factors, non-economic factors such as deepening democracy and 

decentralisation can help in reducing inequalities. 

5. Unequal distribution of development is rooted in the inequalities of political, social and 

economic power. We have to find opportunities and spaces where the power can be challenged and 

redistributed. 

There is a necessity to aggressively involve local communities and civil society for the 

containment of pandemics like COVID-19. Comment. (250 words) 
Reference:  epw.in 
Why the question: 
The article explains how Odisha is currently coping with the onslaught of the COVID-19 pandemic and 
the aftermath of supercyclone Amphan. This double occurrence is the first such experience for the 
state. Dealing with the twin challenges of managing both the events is extremely complex. 
Key Demand of the question: 
One has to explain the importance of actively involving local communities and civil society for the 
containment of pandemics like COVID-19. 
Directive: 
Comment– here we have to express our knowledge and understanding of the issue and form an 
overall opinion thereupon. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with brief background of the ongoing pandemic situation.   
Body: 
The containment of pandemic requires awareness among local people. As most of the population 
living in villages with little knowledge about the pandemic, it is important to involve local 
communities at grassroots level. 
Give examples such as – Odisha model of procuring village produce and delivering to the door steps 
was a success story. SHG people worked actively to feed the farmers and also helped maintain social 
distance. 
Kudumbasree model of Kerala – aggressive testing was done at village level. 
Suggest more such methods that can help in overcoming the concerns posed by the pandemic. 
Conclusion: 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia
https://www.epw.in/engage/article/combating-twin-effects-amphan-and-covid-19-odisha


INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 
 
 

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia Page 91 

Conclude with way forward. 
Introduction: 

The community engagement and civil societies have a pivotal role in ensuring the success of India’s 

anti-coronavirus campaign. The accredited social health activist (ASHA) – the community health 

workers – have over time become de-facto public health employees rather than being community 

representatives enjoying the unswerving confidence of people as originally envisaged. However, at 

times, these community workers have been easy targets to attacks by public due to misconception, 

frustration and public anger. 

Body: 

 

Crucial importance of community engagement: 

1. First, a concoction of local culture, values and beliefs can lead to blithe disregard of the 

coronavirus threat and gravely endanger containment and mitigation efforts. 

2. Second, threatened livelihoods due to lockdowns and a resultant downplaying of the 

coronavirus risk can instill indignation and non-cooperation, as witnessed in the case of many 

migrants. 

3. With our weak social support system, we cannot afford quarantine allowances like in 

Sweden and Singapore; even the entitled modest relief could get delayed. 

4. Third, there is increased likelihood of repeat lockdowns due to the virus likely to bounce 

back, which will greatly test public patience and co-operation. 
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5. Lastly, we also need to remember the trust deficit between health workers and the public 

that has lingered on since decades, given our unsatisfactory public and profiteering private health 

care. 

Community Engagement leads to the lower levels of De-centralization: 

1. Community engagement is a pre-requisite for risk communication, which entails effectively 

communicating the threat due to the virus, instilling the right practices and etiquette, and combating 

rumours and stigma. 

2. Till date, the government’s machinery to communicate risk has served a thin upper- and 

middle-class segment quite well. 

3. However, with COVID-19 moving briskly towards slums and rural hinterlands, one should not 

be surprised if such incidents of non-cooperation start surfacing at a brisk pace too. 

4. Rural awareness generation and community engagement has unto now comprised mainly of 

engaging with local panchayats, disseminating publicity material in local vernacular, and calling on 

the participation of civil society organizations. 

5. For our anti-coronavirus campaign to be a success, community engagement has to ensue on 

a war-footing, much akin to the production of ventilators and masks. 

6. Like the Antyodaya approach, it has to embrace the remotest community stalwart who 

enjoys the community’s confidence and is perceived as an impartial non-state agent. 

7. One may say that we are too far into the pandemic to focus on risk communication. 

8. But community engagement is more than just risk communication. It is the bedrock of 

community participation, the need for which will only be felt even more acutely as the epidemic 

worsens. 

9. Contact tracing activities will have to pick up as COVID-19 increasingly percolates to rural 

areas. 

10. Enhancing testing for SARS-CoV-2 and concomitant expansion of quarantine, isolation, and 

treatment activities along vast expanses will tremendously strain our thin public health machinery. 

This will not be possible without community participation at every step. 

Way forward: 

1. Strongly involving the nearly 2.5 million informal health-care providers would become 

crucial for a range of activities. 

2. Makeshift arrangements for transportation and care, such as motorcycle ambulances and 

mobile medical units, will need to be made. 

3. Further, initiatives such as community kitchens of Kerala will assume tremendous 

importance in cases of a stringent and prolonged lockdown. 

4. These, along with simply a strict adherence to social distancing throughout the pandemic, 

cannot be conceived without full community participation. 

5. Urgent reinforcing and galvanising of community engagement activities will largely decide 

the trajectory COVID-19 undertakes in India. 
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6. Recruiting a medical workforce, augmenting infrastructure, and manufacturing personal 

protective equipment on a war footing unless these go hand-in-hand with the former, will result in 

undermining of both.  

 To prevent the next pandemic, it is essential for us to understand zoonotic diseases 

and invest in an in-depth understanding of environmental linkages with zoonotic 

diseases. Explain. (250 words) 
Reference:  ilri.org 
Why the question: 
The question is about understanding the zoonotic diseases, their underlying causes and solutions to 
address them. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss the need to understand the zoonotic diseases in order to better prevent and mitigate the 
pandemic like situations. 
Directive: 
Explain – Clarify the topic by giving a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the 
particular context. You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with 
relevant associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with the definition of Zoonotic disease or with some key data related to it. 
Body: 
It is a disease that has passed into the human population from an animal source directly or through 
an intermediary species. Zoonotic infections can be bacterial, viral, or parasitic in nature, with 
animals playing a vital role in maintaining such infections. 
 Examples of zoonoses include HIV-AIDS, Ebola, Lyme disease, malaria, rabies, West Nile fever, and 
the current novel coronavirus disease (COVID-19) disease. 
Explain the factors responsible for it – Increased demand for animal-derived food, Intensive farm 
settings cause animals to be raised close to each other, loss of forest cover for agricultural purposes, 
Environment-Wildlife Interface, Utilization of natural resources etc. 
Then explain the need to invest in an in-depth understanding of environmental linkages with zoonotic 
diseases. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that there is an immediate need to invest in an in-depth understanding of environmental 
linkages with zoonotic diseases, monitoring of such diseases in human-dominated environments, 
investigating how environmental change or degradation is impacting zoonotic disease emergence. 
Introduction 

COVID-19 has caused profound damage to human health, societies and economies in every corner of 

the world. This illness is zoonotic, a type of disease that transmits between animals and humans. It 

may be the worst, but it is not the first. We already know that 60 per cent of known infectious 

diseases in humans and 75 per cent of all emerging infectious diseases are zoonotic. Ebola, SARS, the 

Zika virus and bird flu all came to people by way of animals. 

Body 

Understanding zoonotic diseases and environmental linkages 

1. The relationship between the environment, biodiversity, human society and human diseases 

is complex. 
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2. While wildlife may be a source of human disease, domesticated animal sources may act as 

amplifiers of pathogens emerging from the wild. 

3. Moreover, most emerging infectious diseases—whether in wildlife, domestic animals, plants 

or people—are driven by human activities such as agricultural intensification, wildlife use and mis-

use, and human-induced landscape changes, interacting in unpredictable ways that can have 

negative outcomes. 

4. Against this backdrop, it is important to recognize that disease emergence is not only about 

the relationship between domestic animals or wildlife and people, but also about the complexity of 

the system as a whole and the interactions between biotic and abiotic components. 

5. Biodiversity, and the complexity of our landscapes and seascapes, is integral to social and 

ecological resilience. 

6. Around 80 per cent of pathogens infecting animals are “multi-host,” mean 

7. ing that they move among different animal hosts,9 including occasionally humans. Domestic 

animals and peri-domestic wildlife also act as bridges for the emergence of human diseases; this can 

occur in an evolutionary sense, or the animal could serve as a physical transmitter. 

8. Some of these viruses generated in bio-insecure industrial and intensive agricultural systems 

result in zoonotic forms of the virus. An example is the highly pathogenic avian influenza (HPAI), an 

important economic disease of domestic poultry that evolves from low-pathogenic viruses that 

circulate commensally in the environment in wild bird populations. 

Factors driving zoonotic diseases and pandemic 

1. Increasing demand for animal protein: High-income countries have experienced little 

change in consumption of animal source foods during the last four decades. In contrast, Southeast 

Asia has seen a rapid increase. 

2. Unsustainable agricultural intensification: As a result, domestic animals are being kept in 

close proximity to each other and often in less-than-ideal conditions. Such genetically homogenous 

host populations are more vulnerable to infection than genetically diverse populations, because the 

latter are more likely to include some individuals that better resist disease. 

3. Increased use and exploitation of wildlife: Harvesting wild animals (wild meat, sometimes 

called “bushmeat”) as a source of protein, micronutrients and money for the poor; Hunting etc are 

part of the reason. 

4. Unsustainable utilization of natural resources accelerated by urbanization, land use 

change and extractive industries: Rapid urbanization, especially when unplanned and with poor 

infrastructure, creates novel and diverse contacts among wildlife, livestock and people. 

5. Travel and transportation: Diseases can now move around the world in periods shorter than 

their incubation periods (the time between exposure to a pathogen and the first clinical sign of 

illness). 

Way Forward 
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1. Build robust and well-governed public and animal health systems compliant with the WHO 

International Health Regulations (the amendment entered into force in July 2016) and OIE 

international standards through the pursuit of long-term interventions. 

2. Prevent regional and international crises by controlling disease outbreaks through improved 

national and international emergency response capabilities. 

3. Promote wide-ranging collaboration across sectors and disciplines. 

4. Develop rational and targeted disease control programmes through the conduct of strategic 

research. 

5. Better address concerns of the poor by shifting the focus from developed to developing 

economies, from potential to actual disease problems, and through a focus on the drivers of a 

broader range of locally important diseases. 

6. In the case of emerging diseases, up-front investments in surveillance and in coordinated 

human, animal and environment health services are needed to ensure that ‘emergence events’ do 

not turn into full-scale epidemics, or pandemics. 

7. In economic terms, the World Bank estimated eight years ago that an annual investment of 

USD3.4 billion in animal health systems worldwide would avert losses incurred through delayed or 

inadequate responses to zoonoses—losses estimated at almost double the preventative investment. 

8. The loss of human life, and economic and social costs of the COVID-19 crisis clearly indicate 

the value—and the necessity— of increased investment in surveillance, prevention measures and 

coordinated cross-sectoral early response to ensure we do everything possible to prevent this from 

happening again. 

Conclusion 

Controlling and preventing zoonotic outbreaks requires coordinated interdisciplinary responses 

across human, animal and environment health. Our responses to both controlling the ongoing 

COVID-19 pandemic and to reducing the risk of future zoonotic disease outbreaks must address a 

range of areas starting from environment protection and incorporating One Health Policy.  

Account for the importance of Allied Health professionals in the delivery of health 

care services. (250 words) 
Reference:  Indian Express 
Why the question: 
The article explains why government’s recognition of allied healthcare professionals is a paradigm 
shift. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss in detail the importance of Allied Health professionals in the delivery of health care services. 
Directive: 
Account – Weigh up to what extent something is true. Persuade the reader of your argument by 
citing relevant research but also remember to point out any flaws and counter- arguments as well. 
Conclude by stating clearly how far you are in agreement with the original proposition. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with some statistics/data related to allied healthcare professionals in India. 
Body: 
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The answer body must have the following aspects covered: 
Discuss first who are allied healthcare professionals? 
Explain why it is important to recognise their contributions to the delivery of Healthcare services. 
Talk about National Commission for Allied and Healthcare Professions Bill, 2020 (NCAHP) – impact of 
this legislation on the health workforce and healthcare denotes a paradigm shift. 
Explain the importance of regulation and maintenance of standards of education and services by 
allied and healthcare professionals and the maintenance of a central register of such professionals. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that the stress of modern lifestyle, rapid urbanisation, rising chronic non-communicable 
disease burden, and an increasing proportion of elderly from 5.3 per cent in 1950 to an estimated 10 
per cent in 2020 and expected to increase to 19 per cent by 2050), have necessitated a change in 
delivering healthcare. Caring for patients with mental conditions, the elderly, those in need of 
palliative services, and enabling professional services for lifestyle change related to physical activity 
and diets, all require a trained, allied health workforce. 
Introduction 

The National Commission for Allied and Healthcare Professions Bill, 2020 (NCAHP) was passed by 

Parliament in March. It’s a historic event for two reasons. First, it is not every day that we see 

unanimous support for legislation. Second, the impact of this legislation on the health workforce and 

healthcare denotes a paradigm shift. 

Body 

Allied Health professionals 

This legislation provides for regulation and maintenance of standards of education and services by 

allied and healthcare professionals and the maintenance of a central register of such professionals. It 

recognises over 50 professions such as physiotherapists, optometrists, nutritionists, medical 

laboratory professionals, radiotherapy technology professionals, which had hitherto lacked a 

comprehensive regulatory mechanism. 

Significance of Allied health professionals 

1. Global evidence demonstrates the vital role of allied professionals in the delivery of 

healthcare services. 

2. The demand for such professionals is high. They are the first to recognise the problems of 

the patients and serve as safety nets. 

3. Their awareness of patient care accountability adds tremendous value to the healthcare 

team in both the public and private sectors. 

4. Curative healthcare received substantially greater attention than preventive and promotive 

aspects. And allied professional like nutritionists, lab personnel etc play a major role in this arena. 

5. The stress of modern lifestyle, rapid urbanisation, rising chronic non-communicable disease 

burden, and an increasing proportion of elderly from 5.3 per cent in 1950 to an estimated 10 per 

cent in 2020 and expected to increase to 19 per cent by 2050), have necessitated a change in 

delivering healthcare. 

6. Caring for patients with mental conditions, the elderly, those in need of palliative services, 

and enabling professional services for lifestyle change related to physical activity and diets, all 

require a trained, allied health workforce. 
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In this regard the NCAHP Bill has tremendous potential to bring a paradign shift in the country in 

terms of better healthcare for all. 

Features of the Allied Health Professional Bill 

1. An important feature of this Bill is the classification of allied professionals using the 

International System of Classification of Occupations (ISCO code). 

2. This facilitates global mobility and enables better opportunities for such professionals, 

potentially benefiting around 8-9 lakh existing allied and healthcare-related professionals. 

3. The Act aims to establish a central statutory body as a National Commission for Allied and 

Healthcare Professions. 

4. It will be supported by 10 professional councils to frame policies and standards, regulate 

professional conduct, prescribe qualifications, create and maintain a central register. 

5. The government has taken all possible measures to incorporate the demands and 

recommendations of states. 

6. Thus, the Bill has the provision for state councils to execute major functions through 

autonomous boards. The state councils are the implementation agencies while the National 

Commission is the overarching body devising policies. 

Conclusion 

With Ayushman Bharat and the new legislation, the intention is to bring back focus on preventive 

healthcare to increase health and human capital of the nation. The law is a step in the right direction 

that will have immense ability to turn over the healthcare ecosystem in India.  

Discuss the issues with the urban healthcare system in India. Explain how greater role 

for local bodies can boost urban healthcare provided administrative challenges are 

addressed. (250 words) 
Reference:  Live Mint 
Why the question: 
The article from Livemint explains how the third tier of government can bolster urban health. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss the issues with the urban healthcare system in India. Explain how greater role for local bodies 
can boost urban healthcare provided administrative challenges are addressed. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Brief about the urban healthcare system in India. 
Body: 
The answer body must have the following aspects covered: 
First explain the issues with urban healthcare system in the country. Less focus on urban health, Lack 
of primary health infrastructure, Absence of urban sub-centres (SCs): Most states do not have urban 
sub-centres (SCs), people’s first point of access for healthcare services. ‘Over-hospitalization’: Urban 
areas suffer from ‘over-hospitalization’ of basic care etc. 
Discuss the Government initiatives to improve urban healthcare. 
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Then explain the need of decentralized healthcare through ULBs. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
Introduction 

As per UN HABITAT, by 2050 60% population of India will live in cities. The extent to which India’s 

health system can cater to this large population will determine the country’s success in achieving 

universal health coverage. But the recent COVID pandemic has starkly highlighted the precarious 

condition of India’s urban healthcare system. 

Body 

Issues with Urban healthcare : 

1. Rural-urban disparity : Until recently, Union government mostly focused on rural 

healthcare. Ex: expenditure on urban areas was ₹850 crore in 2019-20, compared to 

nearly ₹30,000 crore for rural. 

2. Lack of government primary and preventive health infrastructure : Against a norm-based 

target of 9,072 urban primary health centres (UPHCs), only 5,190 are operational. 

3. Most states do not have urban sub-centres (SCs), people’s first point of access for 

healthcare services. There are only 3,000 urban SCs compared to over 150,000 in rural areas. 

4. Urban areas also suffer from ‘over-hospitalization’ of basic care, ideally done in clinics. 

5. Lack of devolution of  functions by state government and inadequate role clarity among 

various health-related agencies 

6. Poor financial condition of  ULBs, and low priority accorded to health 

Role of ULB in urban healthcare systems: 

1. Local bodies understand the ground realities better: Since they are closer to the 

communities they serve, they are more responsive to the demands of citizens, given their greater 

direct accountability and accessibility. 

2. Experiences from Argentina and Brazil, and closer home in Kerala, show that the 

decentralization of healthcare to ULBs is beneficial. Ex: The probability of low birth weight, a key 

health outcome, fell by 23% in Argentina. 

3. Recent Finance Commission grants to ULBs provide an opportunity to reshape urban health. 

But above roles can be successful only when municipal bodies are supported with capacities in 

governance, contracting, procurement, monitoring, and evaluation. State-level project management 

units (PMUs) should assist ULBs on technical and managerial matters. 

Conclusion 

With swelling urban population, a robust health system is necessary to ensure people’s well-being, 

resilience and productivity. As per, Article 243W—function of public health could be devolved to 

municipalities at the state’s discretion. The key now is to strengthen the third tier of Indian 

governance and build the capacity of ULBs thus addressing the efficient service-delivery in urban 

healthcare. Recent provision of ₹5,000crore in 2021-22budget for urban primary health is a right 

step in this direction. 
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Explain the worsening impact of Covid-19 on malnutrition in children of India. (250 

words) 
Reference:  Indian Express 
Why the question: 
The opinion from Indian express brings to us the impact of the pandemic on the Malnutrition of 
children in the country. 
Key Demand of the question: 
One must explain the worsening impact of Covid-19 on malnutrition in children of India. 
Directive: 
Explain – Clarify the topic by giving a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the 
particular context. You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with 
relevant associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with what Malnutrition is and its general conditions in the country. 
Body: 
Malnutrition is one of the leading causes of death and diseases in children under-five years of age 
globally. It adversely affects cognitive development and learning capacities among children, thereby 
resulting in decreased productivity in the booming years. 
Discuss the factors that have led to it in the country. 
Despite various targeted outreach and service delivery programmes run by the government such as 
POSHAN Abhiyaan, Supplementary Nutrition and Anaemia Mukt Bharat, to name a few, 16 out of the 
22 states and Union territories have still shown an increase in SAM, as per NFHS-5 conducted in 
2019-20. 
While the deteriorating facets of malnutrition continue to remain a matter of grave concern, the 
emergence of COVID-19 has only worsened it. 
Suggest its impact and explain what needs to be done to overcome it. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with solutions to address the issue. 
Introduction 

Malnutrition in India accounts for 68% of total under-five deaths and 17% of the total disability- 

adjusted life years. India is home to about 30% of the world’s stunted children and nearly 50 per 

cent of severely wasted children under the age of five. Besides, India is home to nearly half of the 

world’s “wasted or acute malnourished” (low weight for height ratio) children in the world. 

Body 

Covid-19 impact on malnutrition in children in India 

1. While the deteriorating facets of malnutrition continue to remain a matter of grave concern, 

the emergence of COVID-19 has only worsened it. 

2. The partial closure of Anganwadi Centres (AWCs) along with disruptions in supply chains due 

to subsequent lockdowns has resulted in halting of mid-day meals scheme, reduced access to take 

home ration (a nutritional measure to supplement some portion of a child’s calorie needs) and 

restricted mobility to health care services. 

3. According to a study published in journal Global Health Science 2020, the challenges induced 

by COVID-19 are expected to push another four million children into acute malnutrition. 
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4. This is also evident from India poor ranking, an abysmal 94th out of 107 countries on the 

Global Hunger Index 2020. 

Addressing malnutrition: Measures needed 

According to National Family Health Survey (NFHS)-4 conducted in 2015-16, 21 per cent of children 

in India under-5 suffered from Moderate Acute Malnourishment (MAM) and 7.5 per cent suffered 

from Severe Acute Malnourishment (SAM). 

1. Reduce the burgeoning burden of acute malnutrition and ensure early identification and 

treatment of SAM children to stop them from further slipping into the vicious cycle of malnutrition. 

2. Enrol such children in Nutrition Rehabilitation Centres. 

3. The second step is, treatment of SAM children without any complications at community 

level through Village Child Development Centre (VCDC) by using different centrally and locally 

produced therapeutic food. 

4. These energy-dense formulations are often at the core of nourishing the children since they 

are fortified with critical macro- and micro-nutrients. It ensures that the target population gains 

weight within a short span of six to eight weeks. 

5. Follow up of such children is needed to prevent relapse of malnutrition and ensure adequate 

food supply to the target population. 

6. ASHA workers must be given adequate remuneration to be able to carry out this 

responsibility with more rigour. 

Conclusion 

Nutrition is not a peripheral concern rather a central to our existence; a pro-equity agenda that 

mainstreams nutrition into food systems and health systems, supported by strong financing and 

accountability is the greatest need. Only five years are left to meet the 2025 global nutrition targets, 

while the time is running out, the focus should be on an action that provides the maximum impact.  

In the process of migration driven by Covid, the impact of migration on women is 

different from that on men. Analyse. (250 words) 
Reference:  Hindustan Times 
Why the question: 
The article presents to us the impact of Covid pandemic on women migrants. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Explain in what way the impact of migration on women is different from that on men. 
Directive: 
Analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with brief understanding of the question. 
Body: 
With the surge in Covid-19 across the country, there are reports, yet again, of migrant workers being 
left with little choice but to go back to their villages. 
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In the process of migration driven by Covid, the impact of migration on women is different from that 
on men. Discuss about the unequal gender impact and the major problems faced by women migrant 
workers. 
Highlight the problems of women migrant workers during the pandemic. 
 Suggest steps to protect their rights. Identify steps to protect the rights of migrant women workers 
such as incorporating a rights-based approach in the government’s draft National Policy on Migrant 
Workers, acting on the advisory issued by the National Commission for Women, addressing the 
structural and other challenges, etc. 
 Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
Introduction 

With the surge in Covid-19 across the country, there are reports, yet again, of migrant workers being 

left with little choice but to go back to their villages. But within this, the gender dimension has been 

largely overlooked. In the process of migration driven by Covid, the impact of migration on women is 

different from that on men. 

Body 

Differential impact of migration on women 

1. Women’s migration is not seen so much as employment-driven but as part of them 

relocating to places where their husbands get jobs. They remain invisible from the policy 

perspective. 

2. Even though women enter the workforce in the areas they migrate to, the main reason 

many of them cite for migration is marriage. 

3. in times of pandemic, those in urban ghettos have been largely trapped in their rooms with 

their out-of-school children, unable or unwilling to venture out for fear of the virus, making them 

more vulnerable to anxieties and worry. 

4. Many quarantine centres and shelters for migrant women are not safe, nor are they safe on 

the long road home where they have neither facilities nor physical security. 

5. With all health care workers pressed into service to battle the pandemic, many migrant 

women have no access to health services for other ailments. 

6. Women who are left behind in villages by their male counterparts have to look after both 

household and agriculture. Thus, suffering double burden of work. 

7. Many of them often don’t have the local networks, knowledge base, and ability to access 

many welfare schemes. 

Measures needed to increase focus on migrant women 

1. Now would be a good time to incorporate a rights-based approach in the policy with relation 

to migrant women. 

2. Women migrants and their vulnerabilities can be tackled only if the government addresses 

the structural and other challenges which cause them to be so invisible. 

3. It has to focus on women in the informal sector, especially migrant women, in its 

upgradation and skills programmes. 
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4. Gender justice and inclusion must gather steam in the National policy on migrants. Special 

focus must be given to their well-being. 

5. These include, ensuring accessibility of nutritious food and drinking water; ensuring no 

separation from family or children where possible; and provision of sanitary napkins and special 

steps for the dignity and safety of lactating mothers. 

6. In this second wave, additional focus is needed. This includes, protection from eviction from 

their residences; ensuring responses to gender-based violence from the police and inclusive 

redressal mechanisms; medical care, including mental health, in migrant clusters; access to 

communication with their family and measures to address trauma; and access to sanitation facilities 

such as masks, sanitisers and soap. 

Conclusion 

The surge in Covid cases should occasion a rethink on the issue of women migrant workers and their 

needs, which can then be institutionalised so that they are less vulnerable during the pandemic and 

after.  

How has COVID-19 impacted digital learning in India? What measures have been 

taken by government in this regard? Explain. (250 words) 
Reference:  Live Mint 
Why the question: 
The article explains an overview of the pandemic impact on school education and necessary steps to 
be taken to equip the system to adapt to the new reality. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss how COVID-19 impacted digital learning in India has. Explain what measures have been 
taken by government in this regard. 
Directive: 
Explain – Clarify the topic by giving a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the 
particular context. You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with 
relevant associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with brief background of the question. 
Body: 
Discuss first the impact of the pandemic on school education – Academic regression, Ineffectiveness 
of alternatives, Limited scope, bureaucratic mismanagement etc. 
Explain the above factors in detail. 
Discuss the measures that have been taken by government in this regard. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
Introduction 

Undeniably the lockdown created an unpredicted pressure on the system to succour the education 

of nearly 300 million children across 1.4 million schools in the country. The concept of education 

changed overnight and in these times of crisis, digital learning has emerged as an indispensable 

resource for education. But India has a huge digital divide. 

When the history of this pandemic is written, one of the most egregious of our many errors listed 

will be how we dealt with education. 
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Body 

Covid-19 and digital learning: Issues 

1. Covid-19 hit the poor and marginalised the most. A similar but less noticed deprivation is 

being visited to children of the same people, which may push the next generation in a direction of 

even greater comparative disadvantage. 

2. Digital Divide: According to the Indicators of Household Social Consumption on Education in 

India report, less than 15% of rural Indian households have Internet connection (as opposed to 42% 

urban Indian households). 

1. Those with no access to the internet are still excluded from quality learning. Further, classes 

at times get disturbed due to connectivity issues. 

2. As per NSSO data, only 4.4% of rural households and 23.4% of urban households have 

computer/laptop. 

3. Difficult for parents to adjust to the online system. Parents complain of increased screen 

time for children, aren’t comfortable with technology themselves and increased pressure from the 

added household work due to the absence of domestic help adds to their problem. 

4. Gender divide: Increased domestic responsibilities especially for girls is impairing the 

atmosphere of learning. According to a recent UN report, only 29% of all internet users are female, 

which indicates that transitions to digital learning may compound the gender gap in education. 

5. Lack of vernacular content: Most of the content and existing lectures on internet are in 

English. In India, the Ministry of HRD data shows that there are only 17% English medium schools. 

6. Creating new inequality: Only a handful of private schools, universities and IITs could adopt 

online teaching methods. Their low-income private and government counterparts, on the other 

hand, have completely shut down for not having access to e-learning solutions. 

7. No inclusive: Issues of rural students, tribal children are not same. Not everyone can be 

onboarded to digital learning. Needs of these children must be thought of and a comprehensive 

learning policy must be made. 

Measures taken by government in this regard 

1. VidyaDaan is national program, in which individuals (teachers, educationists, subject experts 

etc.) & organizations (schools etc.) can contribute to e-learning in the education domain. 

2. Diksha platform was launched in 2017, by MHRD to provide supplementary learning 

material for students and for upgrading the skills of teachers. The high-quality e-learning material 

both for students and teachers are available on this portal. 

3. Access to Education: ‘SWAYAM’ scheme provides an opportunity to students to access 

courses taught in classrooms from ninth standard to post graduation, that can be accessed by 

anyone, anywhere at any time. 

1. This digital scheme not only brings education at the door step of numerous students but also 

aims to bridge the digital divide as students who cannot join mainstream or formal education can 

access this application. 
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2. Another digital scheme is ‘ePATHSHALA’ which disseminates all educational content through 

website and mobile app. 

4. Inclusive learning solutions need to be developed: With a rapid increase of mobile internet 

users in India, which is expected to reach 85% households by 2024, technology is enabling 

ubiquitous access and personalization of education even in the remotest parts of the country. This 

can change the schooling system and increase the effectiveness of learning and teaching. 

5. Reducing the Gender Divide by leveraging the digital solutions to enrol out of school girls. 

Targeted Information and Education campaigns, curated content borrowing from behavioural 

science and interactive media can be used to incentivize girls to re-join the education journey. 

What needs to be done against academic regression? 

1. First, all classes across all schools need to be started at the first sign of the tsunami-like 

second wave abating. 

2. Teachers will have to be treated like frontline health workers, and related measures taken. 

3. Opening schools that serve local communities does not increase the risks of infection—

because those children are anyhow intermingling. 

4. Second, the syllabus across all classes needs to be reconfigured, reducing content load and 

paring it such that each next class, which will be next year, can take some burden of the previous. 

5. Third, and most importantly, at least six months should be given for all children to remain in 

the current class, which would give teachers time to cover the reconfigured syllabus for that class. 

6. There is no substitute for the allocation of more time; ideally, it should be a full year. 

7. Fourth, teachers must be provided with tools, teaching-learning material and other support 

to be able to deal with the syllabus in that short a time frame and also compensate for academic 

regression. 

Conclusion 

It cannot be overlooked that as the education system shifts to e-learning, the digital divide in access 

to devices and connectivity will have a huge impact on the students belonging to the socio-

economically backward category. They may risk falling further behind. Education systems have to 

ensure that these efforts do not further amplify the existing inequalities in access to learning and 

must pay heed to quality of education and equal access to resources for all. 

Critically analyse the continuing pandemic impact on rising food insecurity in India. 

(250 words) 
Reference:  The Hindu 
Why the question: 
The article explains how the inability of those already on the brink of subsistence to absorb a second 
economic shock cannot be overlooked. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Critically analyse the continuing pandemic impact on rising food insecurity in India. 
Directive: 
Critically analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or 
nature of the topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
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When ‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the 
topic and give a fair judgment. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with brief background of the question. 
Body: 
Discuss the inter relation of pandemic and rising food insecurity in India. 
The loss in nutrition may have come as a consequence of people losing their jobs and/or being 
pushed into lower income brackets over time due to the nature and handling of the pandemic. 
Account for underlying reasons. 
Suggest what needs to be done to address these concerns. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way ahead. 
Introduction 

With the second, more vigorous wave of COVID-19, the inability of those already on the brink of 

subsistence to absorb a second economic shock cannot be overlooked even as the current health 

crisis is creating havoc. Rural distress specifically needs closer examination and urgent policy 

attention. 

Body 

Pandemic impact on rising food insecurity in India 

1. The most recent data suggest a persistence of cutting down on food even nine months after 

the first lockdown, during the seeming “revival” period. 

2. While 40% of the sample cut down on food during the first lockdown, an alarming 25% 

reportedly continued to cut down on food during the most recent survey conducted between 

December and January 2021. 

3. Households reported cutting down on nutritious food — 80% cut down on milk, vegetables, 

pulses and oil (around 50% reported cutting down on pulses alone). 

4. Disaggregating the figure, we find that the poorer, socially marginalised Dalits, and those 

with lesser access to food security schemes (such as migrants) faced more severe food insecurity. 

5. Comparing similar households, we find households in Uttar Pradesh and Jharkhand were 

faring among the worst performing States. 

6. These reductions will undoubtedly further accelerate the impending effects on children’s 

nutrition, as highlighted in the National Family Health Survey or NFHS-V (2019-20) and the Global 

Food Policy Report, 2021. 

7. The loss in nutrition may have come as a consequence of people losing their jobs and/or 

being pushed into lower income brackets over time due to the nature and handling of the pandemic. 

Need of the hour 

1. The Government has promised to restart the Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana 

(PMGKAY) with 5 kg of rice/wheat per person per month for the next two months. 

2. The government needs to provide similar support for stabler longer periods; expand the 

current offering to include nutritious foods like pulses; address issues faced in existing schemes such 
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as MGNREGA (like delays in wages and rationing); and new schemes such as a potential urban 

employment scheme should be explored. 

3. Food security schemes such as ration provided to children through anganwadis, Public 

Distribution System and mid-day meal scheme in primary schools need to be ramped up 

systematically and urgently. 

4. Food security will be taken care once One Nation One Ration Card is implemented 

throughout the country. 

5. For migrants stuck in cities without work, community kitchens (such as Amma canteens) are 

required. The most vulnerable will need more predictable and stable support than ever before. 

Conclusion 

It is clear that households have not had a chance to rebuild, and with many completely exhausting 

their savings and facing massive debt, they are bound to be more severely hit than last year. In the 

face of such a threat, including high unemployment that is steadily rising again, the state must 

ensure immediate, sustained action.  

Do you think the exam-centric education system that only creates hyper-

competitiveness and perpetuates inequalities needs to be dismantled? (250 words) 
Reference:  Indian Express 
Why the question: 
The article explains a case for dismantling our exam-centric education system that only creates 
hyper-competitiveness and perpetuates inequalities. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Examine the case for dismantling our exam-centric education system that only creates hyper-
competitiveness and perpetuates inequalities. 
Directive: 
Explain – Clarify the topic by giving a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the 
particular context. You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with 
relevant associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with brief background of the question. 
Body: 
The answer body must have the following aspects covered: 
Explain the qualities provided by education for children: Sensitize them; make them humble 
wanderers; activate their patience and endurance; cultivate the ethics of care; prepare them to pass 
through existence with the songs of collective redemption. 
Discuss then the problems with exam-centric education system; Standardized exams are not neutral, 
Not the substance of meaningful education, every subject is reduced to a set of exam riddles, Kills the 
spirit of learning as self-exploration, Legitimizes hyper-competitiveness as a way of life, against the 
spirit of reciprocity, symmetry and cooperation. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that Neurosis of exam-centric education shall be replaced with something truly challenging 
and life-affirming. 
Introduction 
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With the aggressive return of COVID-19, we are experiencing heightened anxiety. And amid this 

turmoil, we are also witnessing the breakdown of “normalcy” in our education system. As board 

exams get cancelled or postponed around the country, students, parents and teachers are at a loss. 

Body 

Expectations from a good education system 

1. Schooling does not always lead to learning. Worldwide, there are more non-learners in 

school than out of school. 

2. Quality learning requires a safe, friendly environment, qualified and motivated teachers, and 

instruction in languages students can understand. 

3. It also requires that learning outcomes be monitored and feed back into instruction. 

4. Accessibility, affordability and quality are the three ingredients needed. Such an education 

system must increase the curiosity of young minds and give them freedom to explore their interests. 

5. Thus, an education system must sensitize children and make them humble wanderers. 

6. It must activate their patience and endurance; cultivate the ethics of care; prepare them to 

pass through existence with the songs of collective redemption. 

Problems with exam-centric education system 

1. To begin with, let it be stated clearly that these standardised tests or exams are by no means 

neutral. 

2. With a huge difference in their access to social/cultural/economic capital, the performances 

of children from various social backgrounds are bound to differ. 

3. Moreover, the absurdity of these “neutral” exams becomes clear as we look at the digital 

divide in the country, and accept that the much-hyped “online” teaching/learning is a myth and has 

done injustice to those who cannot afford it. 

4. It is important to deconstruct our schooled mind, and realise that the kind of exams we are 

familiar with is by no means the substance of meaningful education. 

5. Instead, the ritualisation and tyranny of exams cause immense psychic anxiety, generate 

widespread fear, and, above all, deprive the entire experience of learning/unlearning/exploring of a 

sense of joy, wonder and self-discovery. 

6. Instead, they transform one into a clever strategist; one is trained (by coaching centres as 

well as school teachers obsessed with the exam performance of their students) to master the 

technique of giving the “right” answer. Hence, every subject is reduced to a set of exam riddles. 

7. Third, this exam-centric education breeds fear, envy and superiority/inferiority complex. In a 

way, it legitimises hyper-competitiveness as a way of life; it is inherently against the spirit of 

reciprocity, symmetry and cooperation. 

Conclusion 

The art of relatedness, humility, the ethos of sharing, and trust in the innate possibility and 

uniqueness of every human soul — we do not allow our children to develop these qualities. Instead, 
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schools orient them to be warriors. It would not be entirely wrong to say that the sort of exams we 

have taken for granted is the worst form of violence we inflict on the consciousness of young 

children. 

Explain why Anti-Microbial resistance (AMR) is a silent threat of the coming future? 

Examine the causes for growing AMR across the world. (250 words) 
Reference:  The Hindu 
Why the question: 
The article explains how COVID-19 may just be the harbinger of future crises – Antimicrobial 
resistance (AMR). 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss in detail the possible future threat of AMR. 
Directive: 
Explain – Clarify the topic by giving a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the 
particular context. You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with 
relevant associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with what you understand by AMR. 
Body: 
Antimicrobial resistance (AMR) is the phenomenon by which bacteria and fungi evolve and become 
resistant to presently available medical treatment. 
Explain in detail the diverse challenges that AMR poses – AMR represents an existential threat to 
modern medicine. Without functional antimicrobials to treat bacterial and fungal infections, even the 
most common surgical procedures, as well as cancer chemotherapy will become fraught with risk 
from untreatable infections. Neonatal and maternal mortality will increase. All these effects will be 
felt globally, but the scenario in the low- and middle-income countries (LMICs) of Asia and Africa is 
even more serious. 
Explain what needs to be done to address these challenges. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
Introduction 

Antimicrobial resistance (AMR) is the ability of a microorganism (like bacteria, viruses, and some 

parasites) to stop an antimicrobial (such as antibiotics, antivirals and antimalarials) from working 

against it. As a result, standard treatments become ineffective, infections persist and may spread to 

others. 

Body 
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Antimicrobial resistance is a silent threat of future 

1. Antibiotics have saved millions of lives till date. Unfortunately, they are now becoming 

ineffective as many infectious diseases have ceased to respond to antibiotics. 

2. Antibiotic Resistance (AMR) occurs when bacteria develop the ability to defeat drugs which 

have been specifically designed to kill them. 

3. Infections caused by such resistant germs are very difficult and often impossible to treat and 

it can affect humans at all stages of life. 

4. AMR is occurring across the globe and is severely affecting the treatment of infectious 

diseases. 

5. Even though antimicrobial resistance is a natural process, the misuse of antibiotics in 

humans and animals is accelerating the process. 
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6. A large number of infections such as tuberculosis, pneumonia and gonorrhoea are 

becoming very difficult to treat since the antibiotics used for their treatment are becoming less 

effective. 

7. Globally, use of antibiotics in animals is expected to increase by 67% by 2030 from 2010 

levels. The resistance to antibiotics in germs is a man-made disaster. 

8. Irresponsible use of antibiotics is rampant in human health, animal health, fisheries, and 

agriculture. 

9. Complex surgeries such as organ transplantation and cardiac bypass might become difficult 

to undertake because of untreatable infectious complications that may result post-surgery. 

 Reasons for growing AMR across the world 

1. Antibiotic resistance occurs naturally, but misuse of antibiotics in humans and animals is 

accelerating the process. Poor infection prevention and control further accelerate it. 

2. While in humans’ antibiotics are primarily used for treating patients, they are used as 

growth promoters in animals, often because they offer economic shortcuts that can replace hygienic 

practices. 

3. In their quest for survival and propagation, common bugs develop a variety of 

mechanisms to develop antimicrobial resistance (AMR). 

4. The indiscriminate use of antibiotics is the greatest driver in selection and propagation of 

resistant bugs. It has the potential to make fatal even minor infections. 

5. Wrong diagnosis: Doctors sometimes prescribe antimicrobials “just in case,” or they 

prescribe broad-spectrum antimicrobials when a specific drug would be more suitable. Using these 

medications in this way increases the risk of AMR. 

6. Inappropriate use: If a person does not complete a course of antimicrobial drugs, some 

microbes may survive and develop resistance to the drug. Also antibiotics recommended by quacks 

or pharmacist contribute to magnify the issue. 

Measures being taken 

1. The World Health Organization is also coordinating a global campaign “Handle with 

care” to raise awareness and encourage best practices for antibiotic use. 

2. In India, the government has launched a National Action Plan on Antimicrobial Resistance 

(NAP-AMR) as well. 

3. India’s NAP- National Action Plan to combat Antimicrobial Resistance goes hand in hand with 

the World Health Organization’s Global Action Plan (GAP) for AMR. 

4. The Union health ministry’s Anti-Microbial Resistance awareness campaign urges people not 

to use medicines marked with a red vertical line, including antibiotics, without a doctor’s 

prescription. 

5. In 2012, India’s medical societies adopted the Chennai Declaration, a set of national 

recommendations to promote antibiotic stewardship. 
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6. The government has also capped the maximum levels of drugs that can be used for growth 

promotion in meat and meat products. 

7. On July 19, 2019, the Central Government banned the manufacture, sale and distribution of 

Colistin and its formulations for food producing animals, poultry, aqua farming and animal feed 

supplements with immediate effect to prevent AMR. 

Conclusion 

Antimicrobial resistance is a global crisis that threatens a century of progress in health and 

achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals. Unless the world acts urgently, antimicrobial 

resistance will have disastrous impact within a generation.  

Discuss how democratization of education through its digitalization can be a boon in 

the long term to ensure quality education. (250 words) 
Reference:  Indian Express 
Why the question: 
The article explains that the aggravation of education crisis in India due to pandemic warrants for 
taking some urgent steps to solve the gaping education crisis. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss how democratization of education through its digitalization can be a boon in the long term to 
ensure quality education. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with brief context of the current crisis facing education. 
Body: 
The answer body must have the following aspects covered: 
Firstly explain the education crisis in India; with public schools being completely shut for an entire 
year now, the majority of our kids have had no access to any form of education for over 12 months. 
Due to obvious problems like lack of smart devices and access to the internet, these kids have missed 
an entire year of schooling. Most of them have probably also forgotten what they already knew. 
Suggest solutions to address creative ways to solve gaping education crisis in short term such as 
restarting schools at outdoor locations and in smaller groups, expanding the definition of teachers, 
disseminating free standardized content through existing widespread mediums. 
Explain how democratization of education through its digitalization can be a boon in the long term to 
ensure quality education. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
Introduction 

The pandemic has created a mammoth crisis in education. Going digital is a solution that can also 

solve long-term problems of quality. The concept of education changed overnight and in these times 

of crisis, digital learning has emerged as an indispensable resource for education. But India has a 

huge digital divide. 

Body 

Crisis of education in India in times of Pandemic 
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1. Covid-19 hit the poor and marginalised the most. A similar but less noticed deprivation is 

being visited to children of the same people, which may push the next generation in a direction of 

even greater comparative disadvantage. 

2. Digital Divide: According to the Indicators of Household Social Consumption on Education in 

India report, less than 15% of rural Indian households have Internet connection (as opposed to 42% 

urban Indian households). 

1. Those with no access to the internet are still excluded from quality learning. Further, classes 

at times get disturbed due to connectivity issues. 

2. As per NSSO data, only 4.4% of rural households and 23.4% of urban households have 

computer/laptop. 

3. Difficult for parents to adjust to the online system. Parents complain of increased screen 

time for children, aren’t comfortable with technology themselves and increased pressure from the 

added household work due to the absence of domestic help adds to their problem. 

4. Gender divide: Increased domestic responsibilities especially for girls is impairing the 

atmosphere of learning. According to a recent UN report, only 29% of all internet users are female, 

which indicates that transitions to digital learning may compound the gender gap in education. 

5. Lack of vernacular content: Most of the content and existing lectures on internet are in 

English. In India, the Ministry of HRD data shows that there are only 17% English medium schools. 

6. Creating new inequality: Only a handful of private schools, universities and IITs could adopt 

online teaching methods. Their low-income private and government counterparts, on the other 

hand, have completely shut down for not having access to e-learning solutions. 

7. No inclusive: Issues of rural students, tribal children are not same. Not everyone can be 

onboarded to digital learning. Needs of these children must be thought of and a comprehensive 

learning policy must be made. 

Democratising the education 

1. While there were a lot of challenges and shortfalls in this transition to online learning, there 

were also huge gains. Availability of new and interactive global content, that included games, apps 

and much more, and access to high-quality global teachers. 

2. Accessing and creating free standardised content that can be easily disseminated through 

existing widespread mediums like television, radio and telephone can be done immediately. 

3. We should redefine who the “teacher” is and expand it to include parents, volunteers and 

older children in the community. 

4. These people can support the traditional teacher and create continuity in the learning 

process. We could do this by giving autonomy to school authorities and creating decentralised 

community-based solutions. 

5. Local authorities can work with their communities to create new localised learning solutions. 

This will also provide great opportunities for smaller experimental public-private partnerships. 

6. We will also need to create new standardised assessments to ensure that continued learning 

on these platforms is taking place. 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia


INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 
 
 

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia Page 113 

Measures taken by government in this regard 

1. VidyaDaan is national program, in which individuals (teachers, educationists, subject experts 

etc.) & organizations (schools etc.) can contribute to e-learning in the education domain. 

2. Diksha platform was launched in 2017, by MHRD to provide supplementary learning 

material for students and for upgrading the skills of teachers. The high-quality e-learning material 

both for students and teachers are available on this portal. 

3. Access to Education: ‘SWAYAM’ scheme provides an opportunity to students to access 

courses taught in classrooms from ninth standard to post graduation, that can be accessed by 

anyone, anywhere at any time. 

1. This digital scheme not only brings education at the door step of numerous students but also 

aims to bridge the digital divide as students who cannot join mainstream or formal education can 

access this application. 

2. Another digital scheme is ‘ePATHSHALA’ which disseminates all educational content through 

website and mobile app. 

4. Inclusive learning solutions need to be developed: With a rapid increase of mobile internet 

users in India, which is expected to reach 85% households by 2024, technology is enabling 

ubiquitous access and personalization of education even in the remotest parts of the country. This 

can change the schooling system and increase the effectiveness of learning and teaching. 

5. Reducing the Gender Divide by leveraging the digital solutions to enrol out of school girls. 

Targeted Information and Education campaigns, curated content borrowing from behavioural 

science and interactive media can be used to incentivize girls to re-join the education journey. 

Conclusion 

A long-term outlook of digitalisation of education will truly democratise education. It can be an 

opportunity to provide equal access to the best quality of education to all. Globally, there is no 

shortage of high-quality content in education. In fact, we can even view this as an opportunity to 

train our teachers online and give them access to high-quality global training. In the long run, we can 

create a truly high-quality hybrid education model that combines the best online learning tools with 

well-trained face-to-face teachers. 

What is meant by rare diseases? What are the challenges in dealing with rare diseases 

in India? Discuss the rationale behind the introduction of policy for rare diseases. (250 

words) 
Reference: Hindustan Times 

Introduction 

WHO defines rare disease as often debilitating lifelong disease or disorder with a prevalence of 1 or 

less, per 1000 population. As per an estimate, there are 7,000 known rare diseases with an 

estimated 300 million patients in the world; 70 million are in India. According to the Organization 

for Rare Diseases India, these include inherited cancers, autoimmune disorders, congenital 

malformations, Hirschsprung’s disease, Gaucher disease, cystic fibrosis, muscular dystrophies and 

Lysosomal Storage Disorders (LSDs). 
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Body 

Challenges in dealing with rare diseases 

1. The field of rare diseases is complex and heterogeneous. The landscape of rare diseases is 

constantly changing, as there are new rare diseases and conditions being identified and reported 

regularly in medical literature. 

2. Apart from a few rare diseases, where significant progress has been made, the field is still at 

a nascent stage. 

3. For a long time, doctors, researchers and policy makers were unaware of rare diseases and 

until very recently there was no real research or public health policy concerning issues related to the 

field. 

4. Moreover, families that have members with rare diseases are either unaware or found 

helpless in treating them either due to no home-grown expertise or lack of finances to bear the 

burden. 

National Policy of Rare Diseases 2021 

1. The Rare Diseases Policy aims to lower the high cost of treatment for rare diseases with 

increased focus on indigenous research with the help of a National Consortium to be set up with 

Department of Health Research, Ministry of Health & Family Welfare as convenor. 

2. Increased focus of research and development and local production of medicines will lower 

the cost of treatment for rare diseases. 

3. The policy also envisages creation of a national hospital-based registry of rare diseases so 

that adequate data is available for definition of rare diseases and for research and development 

related to rare diseases within the country. 

4. The Policy also focuses on early screening and prevention through primary and secondary 

health care infrastructure such as Health and Wellness Centres and District Early Intervention 

Centres (DEICs) and through counselling for the high-risk parents. 

5. Screening will also be supported by Nidan Kendras set up by Department of Biotechnology. 

6. Policy also aims to strengthen tertiary health care facilities for prevention and treatment of 

rare diseases through designating 8 health facilities as Centre of Excellence and these CoEs will also 

be provided one-time financial support of up to Rs 5 crores for upgradation of diagnostics facilities. 

7. A provision for financial support up to 20 lakhs under the Umbrella Scheme of Rastriya 

Arogya Nidhi is proposed for treatment, of those rare diseases that require a one-time treatment 

(diseases listed under Group 1 in the rare disease policy). 

8. Beneficiaries for such financial assistance would not be limited to BPL families, but the 

benefit will be extended to about 40% of the population, who are eligible under Pradhan Mantri Jan 

Arogya Yojana. 

9. Besides, the Policy also envisages a crowd funding mechanism in which corporates and 

individuals will be encouraged to extend financial support through a robust IT platform for 

treatment of rare diseases. 
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10. Funds so collected will be utilized by Centres of Excellence for treatment of all three 

categories of rare diseases as first charge and then the balance financial resources could also be 

used for research. 

Issues persisting and way forward 

1. As per the National Policy on rare diseases, diseases such as LSD for which definitive 

treatment is available, but costs are prohibitive, have been categorised as Group 3. 

2. However, no funding has been allocated for the immediate and lifelong treatment needs, for 

therapies already approved by the Drugs Controller General of India. 

3. Experts point out that the costs to help already-diagnosed patients might be in the range of 

₹80-₹100 crore annually. 

4. If the Centre can extend the cost-sharing agreements that it has worked out with Kerala, 

Tamil Nadu and Karnataka, with other States too, its share of the annual costs will be halved. 

5. The Centre can, however, still set aside a substantial corpus to fund life-saving treatments, 

even as it rolls out the policy. 

6. Doing so will not only complete a job well begun — even if not yet half done — but also 

cement its commitment towards the welfare of every single citizen in India. 

Conclusion 

It is binding on a welfare state to take care of every single citizen. Securing the wellbeing of every 

one, particularly those unable to help themselves, irrespective of whether they constitute a critical 

mass or not, is important. 

Issues relating to poverty and hunger. 

Explain in what way attitude and Behaviour can be a game changer in addressing the 

problems of food wastage in India. (250 words) 
Reference:  Indian Express 
Why the question: 
According to the Food Waste Index Report 2021 published by the United Nations Environment 
Programme, 50 kg of food is thrown away per person every year in Indian homes. Thus the question. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss the possible role that attitude and behaviour of people can play in addressing the problems of 
food wastage in India. 
Directive: 
Explain – Clarify the topic by giving a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the 
particular context. You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with 
relevant associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with socking facts related to food wastage in India such as quote the statistics of the report. 
Body: 
The answer body must have the following aspects covered: 
Firstly discuss the causes for food wastage in India. Nearly 40 per cent of the food produced in India is 
wasted every year due to fragmented food systems and inefficient supply chains — a figure 
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estimated by the Food and Agricultural Organisation (FAO). This is the loss that occurs even before 
the food reaches the consumer. 
Highlight the effects of problem of food waste in the country. s per the Food Waste Index Report 
2021, a staggering 50 kg of food is thrown away per person every year in Indian homes. This excess 
food waste usually ends up in landfills, creating potent greenhouse gases which have dire 
environmental implications. Meanwhile, we continue to be green washed into amassing more 
“organic” and “sustainable” products than we really need. 
Discuss the role of attitude and behaviour of individuals in addressing the issue. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
Introduction 

According to the Food Waste Index Report 2021 published by the United Nations Environment 

Programme, 50 kg of food is thrown away per person every year in Indian homes. Nearly 40 per cent 

of the food produced in India is wasted every year due to fragmented food systems and inefficient 

supply chains — a figure estimated by the Food and Agricultural Organisation (FAO). This is the loss 

that occurs even before the food reaches the consumer. 

Body 

Issue of food wastage 

1. The excess food waste usually ends up in landfills, creating potent greenhouse gases which 

have dire environmental implications. Meanwhile, we continue to be greenwashed into amassing 

more “organic” and “sustainable” products than we really need. 

2. In the wake of the lockdown imposed last year, surplus stocks of grain — pegged at 65 lakh 

tonnes in the first four months of 2020 — continued to rot in godowns across India. 

3. Access to food became extremely scarce for the poor, especially daily-wage labourers. 

4. Although essential commodities were exempt from movement restrictions, farmers across 

the country struggled to access markets, resulting in tonnes of food waste. 

5. Meanwhile, instinctive hoarding by the middle class disrupted the value chain, further 

aggravating the situation. 

Behaviour and attitude change needed to prevent food wastage 

1. The astonishing statistics of food waste attributed to households and their irresponsible 

consumption patterns means that change needs to begin in our own homes. 

2. Calculated purchasing when buying groceries, minimising single-use packaging wherever 

possible, ordering consciously from restaurants, and reconsidering extravagant buffet spreads at 

weddings can go a long way. 

3. At the community level, one can identify and get involved with organisations such as 

Coimbatore-based No Food Waste which aim to redistribute excess food to feed the needy and 

hungry. 

4. A strong sense of judiciousness in how we consume our food is the next logical step. We 

must attempt to change our “food abundance” mindset to a “food scarcity” one, working our way 

towards a zero-waste end goal. 
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5. Feed someone else or, at the very least, compost it so it doesn’t end up in landfills. Be open 

to incorporating nose-to-tail cooking when it comes to meat and seafood. The roots, shoots, leaves 

and stalks of most vegetables are perfectly edible. 

Conclusion 

Acquaint oneself with and support initiatives proactively working towards reducing food waste, such 

as Adrish, India’s first chain of zero-waste concept stores, which is focused on getting people to shift 

from harmful, artificial consumption to an eco-friendly, zero-waste lifestyle. And a long, hard look at 

ourselves and the way we consume is, perhaps, what we need right now to begin making even a 

small difference. 

India should explore ways that enable everyone to grow rather than continuing with 

the mean povertarian existence of the past and punish those who are creating wealth, 

Analyse. (250 words) 
Reference:  tribuneindia.com 
Why the question: 
The article explains the perspective that to achieve growth, India must revive the spirit of 
entrepreneurship. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss the importance of reviving growth and its interconnections with entrepreneurship. 
Directive: 
Analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with 
Body: 
The answer body must have the following aspects covered: 
Discuss the factors responsible for low economic growth/low income in India. 
Take hints from the article and give examples. 
Explain ways and means to revive the spirit of entrepreneurship to increase growth/income. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
Introduction 

The simple point is that economic growth, or its absence, is about much more than economics. 

India’s foray into a socialist planned economy soon after Independence destroyed whatever little 

entrepreneurial spirit had survived the shackling of Indians by the Raj. What India needs today is to 

come out of this past and rejig the entrepreneurship spirit. 

Body 

Low growth and income in India 

1. Rate of growth of population being an important determinant of economic growth, is also 

responsible for slow growth of national income in India. 

2. Indian economy is characterized by too much dependence on agriculture and thus it is 

primary producing. 
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3. The peculiar occupational structure is also responsible for slow growth of national income in 

the country. At present about 66 per cent of the working force is engaged in agriculture and allied 

activities, 3 per cent in industry and mining and the remaining 31 per cent in the tertiary sector. 

4. Moreover, prevalence of high degree of under-employment among the agricultural 

labourers and also among the work force engaged in other sectors is also responsible for this slow 

growth of national income. 

5. Another important reason behind the slow growth of national income in India is the poor 

rate of development of its industrial sector. The industrial sector in India has failed to maintain a 

consistent and sustainable growth rate during the planned development period and more 

particularly in recent years. 

Enabling growth for all 

1. Urbanization drives economic growth, and because India’s farming population is so 

prominent, moving some of these farmers to cities would allow them to get jobs in manufacturing. 

2. Not only would this increase agricultural productivity by decreasing the number of farmers 

using the same amount of land, but it would help grow some of India’s medium-sized cities into 

more prominent urban landscapes. 

3. Through government expenditure and investment in infrastructure. 

4. The government controls the amount the nation spends on public matters each year. 

However, government spending is necessary to increase the overall GDP per capita. This year, 

incomes have declined for Indian citizens, meaning private consumption has also decreased. 

5. Becoming competitive in high-potential sectors. India has the opportunity to create as much 

as $1 trillion in economic value by establishing itself as a competitive manufacturer of electronics, 

chemicals, textiles, auto goods and pharmaceuticals. 

6. These sectors accounted for 56% of global trade in 2018, while India only contributed to 

1.5% of global exports in these areas. 

7. Lowering the incidence of poverty and inequality requires a comprehensive strategy. 

8. Important steps need to be taken like framing policies to improve health, nutrition and 

education. 

9. Labour market reforms and reforms of direct taxation will have redistributive effects on the 

system. 

10. Research needs to be carried out by government agencies to document the ‘best practices’ 

in the implementation of government schemes. 

11. Minorities and other excluded groups, including the poor in upper castes, also need special 

programmes to bring them into the mainstream. 

Conclusion 

While the path to economic recovery is not always as straightforward as it seems, India’s 

government has several means through which it can improve incomes for everyday workers. The 

government not only has an incentive but an obligation to create a better quality of life for its 
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working class, which is the foundation of India’s economy. Improving India’s GDP per capita would 

directly benefit the nation and its citizens. Greater opportunities for manufacturing exports, foreign 

investments and urbanization are all benefits the country would reap from its own investment in its 

working class. 

Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability, e-

governance- applications, models, successes, limitations, and potential; citizens 

charters, transparency & accountability and institutional and other measures. 

To what extent do you think that the citizens of a country should be actively involved 

in law and policy making? Discuss (250 words) 
Reference:  Indian Express 
Why the question: 
The article explains why citizens must have a say in how the nation’s laws and policies are made. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Reasons for the importance of actively involving citizens in the law and policy making paradigm of 
the country. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with brief context of the question. 
Body: 
Explain that a transparent consultation process must be initiated to design a law on public 
participation in law and policy making and to regulate lobbying and advocacy in an equitable 
manner. 
Discuss that inequitable access to and exclusion from law and policy-making processes is a relatively 
unexplored yet crucial social justice issue. It manifests in procedures which are designed to deny 
opportunity, exclude diverse voices, create constraints of technology, language and time, as well as 
disable meaningful consultations, especially with those critical of a law or policy. 
Discuss the pros and cons of public participation in decision, law and policy making of the 
government. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that a transparent consultation process must be initiated to design a law on public 
participation in law and policy-making and to regulate lobbying and advocacy in an equitable 
manner. 
Introduction 

A transparent consultation process must be initiated to design a law on public participation in law 

and policy making and to regulate lobbying and advocacy in an equitable manner. 

Body 

Citizen consultancy in India and gaps 

1. The Pre-Legislative Consultation Policy (PLCP) was instituted in 2014 requiring that every 

ministry and department “proactively” publish every proposed draft legislation or subordinate 
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legislation, its justification, essential elements, financial implications and an estimated impact 

assessment on rights, lives, livelihoods, environment, etc. 

2. The policy also provides that all such information should be put in the public domain for a 

minimum period of 30 days and the feedback received should also be published on the website of 

the ministry or department. 

3. On both these counts, trends of the past few years are alarming and indicate an exclusionary 

and arbitrary law and policy-making process. As per an analysis, between June 2014 and May 2019, a 

total of 186 bills were introduced, out of which 142 saw no prior consultations. 

4. One such bill, reorganising the erstwhile state of Jammu and Kashmir, saw an 

unprecedented breakdown of all channels of consultation, within and outside the Parliament. 

5. Another one, redefining the relationship between the Lieutenant Governor of Delhi and 

the elected Chief Minister of Delhi, saw no consultation whatsoever with either the people of Delhi 

or the elected legislature. 

6. In other words, the affected parties were denied the opportunity to participate in making 

the law. 

7. Even where consultation has been carried out, it has left much to be desired. Last year, 

amidst the pandemic, the government proposed drastic changes to the Environment Impact 

Assessment procedures. 

8. Concerned citizens had to approach the courts to get the deadline for consultation extended 

and to get the government to make the notification available in all scheduled languages so that 

everyone could meaningfully participate in the consultation. 

Need for participation of citizens in governance and policy making 

1. Inequitable access to and exclusion from law and policy-making processes is a relatively 

unexplored yet crucial social justice issue. 

2. It manifests in procedures which are designed to deny opportunity, exclude diverse voices, 

create constraints of technology, language and time, as well as disable meaningful consultations, 

especially with those critical of a law or policy. 

3. An electoral mandate is not a carte blanche to do as the government wishes. It merely 

enables the government to present its proposals to people and seek their approval, through 

representative bodies like the Parliament and through public consultations, which, if done 

transparently, provides a level playing field for legitimate advocacy and lobby efforts. 

4. A collaborative approach to policy-making upholds the dignity, agency and capabilities of 

individuals. 

5. Denying citizen consultation, also curtails the freedom of speech of such excluded groups to 

undertake legitimate advocacy on law and policy issues. 

6. In doing so, the government also abdicates its constitutional responsibility to minimise and 

eliminate inequalities in status and opportunity among individuals and groups of people when it 

comes to access to law-making. 
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Conclusion 

In a country governed by rule of law and a liberal Constitution providing for representation of 

marginalised sections in law-making positions, it is not difficult to argue that closed and exclusive 

access to law making processes is antithetical to justice, social, economic and political, that the 

Constitution guarantees to everyone. By adopting arbitrary and discretionary processes and not 

clearly identifying and including all stakeholders in the policy-making process, the government 

denies equality before law to those excluded. Hence citizen participation alone asserts that the 

government has mandate and consent to make the said policy. 

India and its neighborhood- relations. 

 Highlight the recent developments in the India-Bangladesh relationship. What are the 

straining points and major issues in the bilateral relations? Explain. (250 words) 
Reference:  The Hindu 
Why the question: 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi recently visited Bangladesh to commemorate the 50th anniversary of 
the war of liberation and the centenary year of Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. Thus the question. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss the recent developments in the India-Bangladesh relationship. Explain the straining points 
and issues in the bilateral relation. 
Directive: 
Explain – Clarify the topic by giving a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the 
particular context. You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with 
relevant associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
2021 marks 50 years since the independence of Bangladesh. India has played a key role in 
Bangladesh’s Liberation War and the friendship continues to grow. 
Body: 
Trace briefly the journey of the relationship. The relationship between India and Bangladesh has 
vacillated through highs and lows depending on the regimes in power. 
Discuss the achievements so far and present the irritants between the two. 
Both the countries have solved the border issues amicably by ratifying the historic Land Boundary 
Agreement in 2015, where enclaves were exchanged allowing inhabitants to choose their country of 
residence and become citizens of either India or Bangladesh. 
The Bangladesh government led by Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has uprooted anti-India insurgency 
elements from its borders, making the India-Bangladesh border one of the region’s most peaceful. 
This has allowed India to make a massive redeployment of resources to its more contentious borders 
elsewhere along India’s borders and tension prone areas. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that to make the recent gains irreversible, both countries need to continue working on the 
three Cs — cooperation, collaboration, and consolidation. 
Introduction: 

India’s links with Bangladesh are civilisational, cultural, social and economic. India and Bangladesh 

today enjoy one of the best periods of their relationship, with positive development in the areas of 

diplomatic, political, economic and security relations. India played the great role in emergence of 

independent Bangladesh and was the first country to recognise Bangladesh as separate state. 
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to Bangladesh to commemorate the 50th anniversary of the 

war of liberation and the centenary year of Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, and his meetings with Prime 

Minister Sheikh Hasina showcased the deep history the two nations share, their future plans and the 

challenges ahead. 

Body: 

Recent developments: 

 

Bilateral relations: 

1. India and Bangladesh today enjoy one of the best periods of their relationship, with positive 

development in the areas of diplomatic, political, economic and security relations. 

2. Bilateral trade was a little over $9 billion in FY 2017-18 and Bangladeshi exports increased by 

42.91%, reaching $1.25 billion in FY 2018-2019. 

3. The India-Bangladesh border is one of India’s most secured. 

4. By signing of the Land Boundary Agreement in 2015, the two neighbours amicably resolved a 

long-outstanding issue. 

5. In 2018, in addition to the 660 MW of power imported by Bangladesh, Indian export of 

electricity increased by another 500 MW. 

6. Train services on the Dhaka-Kolkata and Kolkata-Khulna are doing well, while a third, on the 

Agartala-Akhaura route, is under construction. 

7. Today, Bangladesh contributes 50% of India’s health tourism revenue. 

8. India and Bangladesh share 4096.7 km. of border, which is the longest land boundary that 

India shares with any of its neighbours. The India-Bangladesh Land Boundary Agreement (LBA) came 

into force following the exchange of instruments of ratification in June 2015 
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9. Relations between the two border guarding forces are at their best right now. 

10. India and Bangladesh share 54 common rivers. A bilateral Joint Rivers Commission (JRC) is 

working since June 1972 to maintain liaison between the two countries to maximize benefits from 

common river systems. 

11. India and Bangladesh share the historical legacy of cooperation and support during the 

Liberation War of 1971.Various Joint exercises of Army (Exercise Sampriti) and Navy (Exercise Milan) 

take place between the two countries. 

Concerns: 

1. Teesta waters issue remains a big problem due to continuous protest by the West Bengal 

government. 

2. National Register of Citizens has left out 1.9 million people in Assam and they are being 

labelled as illegal immigrants from Bangladesh. 

3. But Bangladesh is firm in its stance that no migrants travelled to Assam illegally during the 

1971 war of independence and NRC may risk the relations. 

4. The Rohingya issue and India’s remarks in 2017 on the issue have been upsetting for 

Bangladesh which has been facing the challenge of providing shelter to more than a million Rohingya 

refugees fleeing persecution 

5. Bangladesh is overwhelmingly dependent on China for military hardware. China’s economic 

footprint is growing. 

6. Since 2010, India approved three Lines of Credit to Bangladesh of $7.362 billion to finance 

development projects. But, because of bureaucratic red tapism, just $442 million have been 

disbursed until December 2018. 

7. Though Bangladesh is slow in implementation, India’s requirement of the disbursement 

process to be approved by Exim Bank has not helped either. 

8. Since the ban by India on cattle export, cattle trade has fallen from 23 lakh in 2013 to 75,000 

till the end of May this year. 

9. Hundreds of illegal migrants cross the porous border putting economic pressure on India. 

New Delhi’s plan to document illegal migrants and deport them is viewed with concern in Dhaka. 

10. Bangladesh’s participation in the China-led belt and road initiative is a cause of concern for 

India due to the growing closeness between a key ally and a strategic rival. 

Way Forward: 

1. Maintaining stable and friendly relations with India has been to Bangladesh’s advantage in 

terms of both countries sharing a common position on regional security. 

2. Bangladesh’s strong stand against religious militancy and terrorism has resonated with 

policy makers in Delhi and vice versa. 

3. In the field of trade, there is certainly a gap in terms of exports and imports, but again, it is 

geography which has often determined conditions. 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia


INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 
 
 

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia Page 124 

4. Bangladesh is currently India’s biggest trade partner in the South Asian region. 

5. To strengthen and encourage Bangladesh’s trade and commerce, India has given several 

concessions to Dhaka, including duty-free access to Bangladeshi products into the Indian markets. 

6. While India has given duty-free access to a number of Bangladeshi goods, its physical 

enormity precludes circumstances that could have Bangladesh enhance the quantum of exports. 

7. While the gap between the countries’ exports to each other seems worrying, for Dhaka the 

redeeming factor is its economy, which is currently one of the fastest-growing in the world. 

8. Meanwhile, the inauguration of the Chilahati-Haldibari railway link has been a significant 

move in enhancing connectivity between the countries. 

9. Bangladesh has received 9 million doses of Covishield vaccines from India, a gesture that has 

enormously boosted morale in Dhaka as it battles the pandemic. 

10. India’s continued partnership with Bangladesh benefits both countries. 

11. New Delhi must keep up the partnership that allows for economic growth and improved 

developmental parameters for both countries. 

12. It is important to address specific issues like Teesta and to respond to Dhaka’s call for help 

on the Rohingya issue. 

13. The two countries share 54 transboundary rivers, and water management is the key to 

prosperity. 

14. Effective border management for ensuring a tranquil, stable and crime free border. 

Conclusion: 

The shared colonial legacy, history and socio-cultural bonds demand that the political leadership of 

the two countries inject momentum into India-Bangladesh relations. 

should India strive for “double peace”, both inside Afghanistan and in the region? 

Analyse.  (250 words) 
Reference:  The Hindu 
Why the question: 
External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar’s comment that India supports talks between the Afghan 
government and the Taliban signals a subtle shift in India’s approach towards the Afghan crisis. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss the need for India to strive for double peace both inside Afghanistan as well as for  the entire 
region. 
Directive: 
Analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with brief background of the India-Afghan relations. 
Body: 
The answer body must have the following aspects covered: 
Discuss Heart of Asia-Istanbul Process (HoA-IP). 
Explain the past dealings with Taliban, discuss Biden’s Afghanistan plan. 
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Discuss India’s strategy in Afghanistan. The question that bothers India and other stakeholders in the 
region is how to help Afghanistan end the violence without total submission to the Taliban. 
Suggest solutions. 
Conclusion: 
Afghanistan Government which is currently negotiating on weaker terms may get a stronger backing 
if India is actively engaged in talks. Therefore, India must use its regional influence as well as its deep 
ties with both the U.S. and Russia, strive for what Mr. Jaishankar called “double peace”, both inside 
Afghanistan and in the region. 
Introduction: 

Until recently India endorsed Afghan-led and Afghan-owned peace process. External Affairs Minister 

S. Jaishankar’s comment that India supports talks between the Afghan government and the Taliban 

signals a subtle shift in New Delhi’s approach towards the Afghan crisis. 

Body: 

Brief Background: 

1. In the 1990s and 2000s, India was steadfastly opposed to any dealings with the Taliban. But 

its position seems to have evolved over the years. 

2. In 2018, when Russia hosted Afghan and Taliban talks, India had sent a diplomatic delegation 

to Moscow. 

3. In September 2020, at the intra-Afghan peace talks in Doha, Mr. Jaishankar was present at 

the inaugural session via a video link, reaffirming the long-held Indian position that any peace 

process should be Afghan-led, Afghan-owned and Afghan-controlled. 

4. India also had no role in the agreement signed between USA and Taliban in Doha, although 

security implications on India was high if a regime change was to happen in Afghanistan. 

The evolution of India’s position is in sync with the evolution of the reality in Afghanistan. 

India’s stance on Afghanistan: 

1. At the 9th Heart of Asia Conference in Tajikistan, he said India has been supportive of all 

efforts being made to “accelerate the dialogue” between the Afghan government and the Taliban, in 

a rare direct reference to the insurgent group. 

2. Today Taliban controls majority of rural districts, at least 13 in number and has indirect 

control over other 33% of the territory. India must ensure that Taliban’s revival will not impact 

Kashmir. 

3. China had long ago reached out to the Taliban. Russia has hosted talks between the two 

sides. European powers have also shown interest in sponsoring talks. So, India has to be more 

flexible and adapt to the new strategic reality. 

4. Since the fall of the Taliban, India has cultivated deep ties with the Afghan people and the 

government, with investments in multiple projects dealing with education, power generation, 

irrigation and other infrastructure development. Eg: Salma dam, Hospital in Kabul among others. 

5. The first batch of vaccines Afghanistan got was from India, in February. Recently, India 

signed an agreement to build the Shahtoot dam near Kabul. Thus, its economic, strategic and 
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security ties could be disrupted if the Taliban were to take over. But non-engagement can also be 

counter-intuitive. 

6. The question India faces, like the other stakeholders, is how to help Afghanistan end the 

violence without a total capitulation to the Taliban. The memory of IC-814 hijacking is still afresh and 

India must prevent violence that can spill over to India. 

Conclusion: 

India joining the peace process could strengthen the hands of the Afghan government, which is 

negotiating from a position of weakness. New Delhi should, using its regional clout as well as its 

deep ties with both the U.S. and Russia, strive for what Mr. Jaishankar called “double peace”, both 

inside Afghanistan and in the region. 

 Critically analyse the recommendations of the Fifteenth Finance Commission with 

regard to local governments. (250 words) 

Reference:  The Hindu 
Why the question: 
The article presents a brief critique of recommendations of the Fifteenth Finance Commission with 
regard to local governments. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Critically analyse the recommendations of the Fifteenth Finance Commission with regard to local 
governments. 
Directive: 
Critically analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or 
nature of the topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
When ‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the 
topic and give a fair judgment. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with few lines on Fifteenth Finance Commission and its recommendations. 
Body: 
Mention recommendations with respect to local govt. – The performance-linked grants was 
introduced by the 13th Finance Commission – earmarked 35% of local grants specifying six conditions 
for panchayats and nine for urban local governments and covered a wide range of reforms: from the 
establishment of an independent ombudsman to notifying standards for service sectors such as 
drinking water and solid waste management. 
Discuss the Positive aspects of 15th FC recommendations. 
Account for the criticisms of 15th FC recommendations. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with a fair and balanced opinion. 
Introduction: 

The Fifteenth Finance Commission was constituted by a Presidential Order in November, 2017 

under the Chairmanship of Shri N. K. Singh to decide the formula for devolution of revenue between 

Centre and States, for a period of 5 years – April, 2020 to March, 2025. The XV FC, however, was 

given an extension of a year due to uncertainties in key macro areas such as new monetary policy 

framework, GST, bankruptcy code, demonetization, etc. 

Body: 

Major recommendations of XV FC w.r.t local governments: 
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The XV FC Commission has significantly raised the bar on financial governance of India’s 

municipalities in the interim report in at least four specific ways. 

1. Overall outlay: 

1. The Finance Commission has granted Rs 4,36,361 crore from the central divisive tax pool to 

local governments, both rural and urban, for 2021-26. 

2. Of the total grant, Rs 236,805 crore is for rural bodies for local governments (Panchayat 

institutions) while urban bodies (municipal corporations, municipalities, etc) get Rs 121,055 crore. 

3. An additional Rs 70,051 crore is earmarked as health grants for such local governments. 

2. Rise in Devolution: 

0. Compared with the Fourteenth Finance Commission there is a 52% increase in the 

vertical share. 

1. Even if we deduct the grant of ₹70,051 crore earmarked for improving primary 

health centres, the share is still an all-time high of 4.19%. 

3. Higher Inclusivity: 

0. Under the 14th FC, grants for local bodies included only the village Panchayat, 

excluding the block and district panchayats. It also excluded the village Panchayats in 

areas under the Fifth and Sixth Schedule of the Constitution. 

1. Similarly, for urban local bodies, it didn’t make any distinctions based on population 

and geographical sizes. The cantonment boards in urban areas were also excluded 

from grants. 

2. The 15th FC has included all levels of rural panchayats and also the panchayats in 

scheduled areas as mentioned above, besides cantonment boards. 

4. In spirit of Co-operative federalism: 

0. All the Commissions since the Eleventh Commission have tied specific items of 

expenditure to local grants and the Fifteenth Finance Commission has raised this 

share to 60% and linked them to drinking water, rainwater harvesting, sanitation 

and other national priorities in the spirit of cooperative federalism. 

5. Encouraging standardization of accounting system: 

0. An important recommendation of the Fifteenth Finance Commission is the entry-

level criterion to avail the union local grant (except health grant) by local 

governments. 

1. For panchayats, the condition is the online submission of annual accounts for the 

previous year and audited accounts for the year before. 

2. For urban local governments, two more conditions are specified: fixation of the 

minimum floor for property tax and improvement in its collection. 

Shortcomings of the 15th Finance Commission: 

1. Performance based grants slashed: 
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1. It reduced the performance-based grant to just ₹8,000 crores — and that too for building 

new cities, leaving out the Panchayati Raj Institutions (PRIs) altogether. 

2. The performance-linked grants thoughtfully introduced by the Thirteenth Finance 

Commission earmarked 35% of local grants specifying six conditions for panchayats and nine for 

urban local governments and covered a wide range of reforms: from the establishment of an 

independent ombudsman to notifying standards for service sectors such as drinking water and solid 

waste management. 

2. Missed opportunity to ensure minimum public services: 

0. While the grants to the primary health centres must be acknowledged as a great 

gesture, a good opportunity to ensure comparable minimum public services to every 

citizen irrespective of her choice of residential location has not been taken forward 

in an integrated manner. 

3. No equalization principle for local governments: 

0. Although the Fifteenth Finance Commission stresses the need to implement the 

equalization principle, it is virtually silent when it comes to the local governments. 

4. Gram Panchayats are left out of the entry level criterion. 

5. Equity and efficiency side-lined: 

0. The Fifteenth Finance Commission employed population (2011 Census) with 90% 

and area 10%weightage for determining the distribution of grant to States for local 

governments. 

1. The same criteria were followed by the Fourteenth Finance Commission. 

2. While this ensures continuity, equity and efficiency criteria are side-lined. 

3. Abandoning tax effort criterion incentivises dependency, inefficiency and non-

accountability. 

Way forward: 

1. The allocations for the incubation of new cities and shared municipal services are designed 

to foster innovations in urban governance to transform our cities with speed and scale. They are 

seed or venture capital for innovations. 

2. The expectation is that state governments would complement these with larger outlays. 

3. There is an urgent need for synergistically combined area-based development to spur 

economic growth and job creation, and decongesting through the development of satellite 

townships. 

4. We need our local governments’ legislation to reflect progressive and enabling financial 

governance of our cities through five reform agendas of fiscal decentralisation (including 

strengthening state finance commissions), revenue optimisation (to enhance own revenues), fiscal 

responsibility and budget management (to accelerate municipal borrowings), institutional 

capacities (towards an adequately skilled workforce) and transparency and citizen participation (for 

democratic accountability at the neighbourhood level). 
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Conclusion: 

The foundation for some of these were laid by previous finance commissions, particularly the 

thirteenth and fourteenth. However, the ultimate responsibility for municipal finance reforms 

remains with state governments. Constitutional bodies such as the finance commission cannot be 

seen as principal actors in driving transformational change in our cities. They can, at best, prepare 

the ground and provide incentives and disincentives. 

What do you understand by Backchannel diplomacy? Present an analysis on the 

existence and importance of back channel diplomacy between India and Pakistan. 

(250 words) 
Reference:  The Hindu 
Why the question: 
The question is based on the concept of Backchannel Diplomacy and its aspects with respect to India 
– Pak relations from past to present. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss first the concept of Backchannel diplomacy and analyse the existence and importance of back 
channel diplomacy between India and Pakistan. 
Directive: 
Analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with indications of backchannel talks taking place between India and Pakistan since 2020. 
Define what Backchannel diplomacy is. 
Body: 
The answer body must have the following aspects covered: 
First discuss the background – India – Pakistan Bilateral relations witnessed a particularly 
recriminatory period following the 2019 Pulwama attack, the Balakot strikes and capture of an 
Indian pilot thereafter. Even prior to that, the Pathankot terror attack and the subsequent surgical 
operation by India had pushed the bilateral relationship to the limits. The periodic violation of the 
ceasefire agreement along the LoC had further strained the relationship between the two 
neighbours. 
Explain the significance of backchannel talks. 
Speak of the inevitability of backchannel diplomacy for India and Pakistan. 
Highlight the challenges. 
Conclusion: 
There is ample scope for improvement of the bilateral relationship between India and Pakistan 
provided that there is no terror attack in India traceable to Pakistan. 
Introduction: 

Back channel diplomacy essentially means creating a channel of communication with another 

government or with representatives of another government, that is discreet, that doesn’t go through 

the official channels of diplomatic cables, of using ambassadors and more formal methods of 

communicating. 

They refer to secret lines of communication held open between two adversaries. It is often 

communicated through an informal intermediary or through a third party. It is usually a secondary 

conversation that takes place at the same time as a conference session, lecture, or instructor-led 

learning activity. 
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There are several indications of a backchannel being in place between India and Pakistan since 2020. 

Body: 

Extra information: 

Pros 

1. Greater flexibility, as talks can begin and proceed without preconditions. Back channels 

reduce the so-called ‘entry costs’ of a negotiation. Participants do not feel so much pressure to ‘play 

to the gallery’ or to be seen as defending long-standing positions, but are able to explore new 

possibilities informally. 

2. Back channels can help elites on both sides to take the measure of each other. Often, in 

situations of long-term conflict, the two sides are captive to myths and narratives about the other. 

3. Back channels provide a degree of ‘cover’, especially in cases where a political leader 

confronts a long-standing commitment ‘never’ to talk to the other side. The ‘cover’ that is provided to 

leaders has to do with constituencies on their own side who would make political trouble if news of 

the talks ever got out — the problem often known as that of ‘spoilers’. 

Cons: 

1. The existence of back channels that are known to only a few can generate significant 

confusion, particularly if they go on for a long time. Among other dangers, this can lead to situations 

of ‘forum shopping’, where parties are tempted to go back and forth between different negotiating 

venues in search of better deals. 

2. There is a danger that a back channel intended to be an ‘end game’ becomes, in an ‘endless 

game’ — a process whereby parties believe that they do not have to reach agreements because the 

negotiation is secret, so they avoid confronting the deeper challenges. Sometimes this leads to 

incremental approaches, whereby one back channel begets another. Secrecy becomes ever harder to 

maintain, but it is simultaneously harder to reveal the back-channel process, as it has become so 

loaded down with multiple aspects that its revelation becomes even more potentially explosive. 

3. Just as back channels can permit a negotiation to avoid the problem of spoilers, so too can 

they lead to a particularly vociferous mobilization of spoilers when their results become public. Those 

opposed to the concessions required to reach a deal will oppose them whether they are reached in 

open diplomacy or via a back channel, but there seems to be a particularly strong opposition to 

secret deals based on talks from which those opposed to the idea were deliberately and successfully 

excluded. 

Instances revealing the back channel diplomacy: 

1. Pakistan and India have a rich history of back-channel efforts achieving outcomes that would 

hardly be possible otherwise. 

2. In 2007, Pakistan and India’s foreign ministers, after a long phase of back-channel 

negotiations, were able to put together some very creative ideas concerning the issue of Kashmir. 

3. In another case, after the 2001-02 India-Pakistan crisis, ground for peaceful diplomacy 

became possible after an intense back-channel diplomacy, in which secret talks were held in 2003 

between India’s NSA Brajesh Mishra and Tariq Aziz, a senior advisor to President Pervez Musharraf. 
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4. The statement issued by the Director Generals of Military Operations on February 25 was 

the first clue. The fact that it was a joint statement and employed terms like the resolution of “core 

issues” indicated both coordination at a diplomatic level and high-level political approval. 

5. The events that followed, including the scheduling of the much-delayed Indus Water Treaty 

talks, the granting of sports visas, and the salutary messages between Prime Minister Narendra Modi 

and Pakistan Prime Minister Imran Khan, strengthened rumours of a backchannel. 

6. More recently, the lack of any references to Pakistan in electoral speeches by Mr. Modi and 

his Cabinet during the ongoing Assembly elections as well as the Ministry of External Affairs (MEA)’s 

decision not to criticise the obvious U-turn by Mr. Khan on trade are seen as more such clues. 

7. news reports in credible international and national news organisations in the past few weeks 

that have said that talks overseen by National Security Adviser (NSA) Ajit Doval and Pakistan Army 

Chief General Qamar Bajwa have been taking place for months, in different neighbouring countries, 

facilitated by foreign governments including the United Arab Emirates. 

Importance of Back channel diplomacy in India Pakistan relations: 

1. In Pakistan and India’s case, the more bilateral interaction stays away from the media’s glare 

the better. At times, the coverage and spin given to talks in local media can become an impeding 

element itself. 

2. After a severe conflict phase, back-channel efforts can repair more confidence than public 

statements given from both sides, aimed at gauging the other actor’s response. 

3. Arguably, it’s always better to have informal yet structured contacts in place to agree on the 

agenda of potential talks or on what both countries expect going forward. 

4. Another reason that Pakistan and India should use their NSAs for talks is because of the 

mandate such appointments carry. In Pakistan as well as in India, the appointment of an NSA is 

made at the highest of policy-making levels. 

5. This effectively means that a back-channel contact can not only establish a direct line of 

contact between the two countries leaderships, but can also prove fruitful in constraining trust 

deficits. 

6. Moreover, after severing ties to a level where war seems like a real possibility, governments 

in both states cannot approach each other without expecting major resistance domestically. Under 

current circumstances, this is more relevant in India’s case than Pakistan’s. 

7. NSA-level dialogue that takes place behind closed doors can be used by Islamabad and New 

Delhi to formulate responses and come to an understanding when it comes to the intent of 

policymakers in both countries. 

8. Domestic constraints and challenges on other fronts often put the spotlight back on the 

need for a workable peace on the India-Pakistan front. Pakistan’s dire economic condition and the 

mounting pressure from the Financial Action Task Force to shut down all terrorist safe havens or 

face severe sanctions is clearly one imperative for Islamabad’s willingness to engage via the 

backchannel even after India’s decision on Jammu and Kashmir. 
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9. For India, the stand-off with the People’s Liberation Army at the Line of Actual Control in 

Ladakh has made the possibility of a two-front war more real, and fuels the push to reduce tensions 

with Pakistan. 

10. For both Delhi and Islamabad, it is important to be mature parties in the regional 

engagement with Afghanistan as well, by not providing a conflagration at their boundaries. These 

reasons take precedence for the moment in the absence of a terror attack in India traceable to 

Pakistan. 

Conclusion: 

However, if the cooperation between India and Pakistan is to survive, both states need to neutralize 

the effects of potential spoilers. The appointment of NSAs and the revival of back-channel diplomacy 

is one way to achieve that. 

Kazakhstan’s clout in regional organizations can help India further its Connect Central 

Asia strategy. Explain. (250 words) 
Reference:  Financial Express 
Why the question: 
In a recently concluded visit, the Defence Minister of Kazakhstan and India discussed ways to 
strengthen bilateral defence cooperation between the two countries. 
Key Demand of the question: 
One is expected to discuss in what way Kazakhstan’s clout in regional organizations can help India 
further its Connect Central Asia strategy. 
Directive: 
Explain – Clarify the topic by giving a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the 
particular context. You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with 
relevant associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Briefly explain what Connect Central Asia strategy is of India. 
Body: 
Explain the significance of Kazakhstan to India – Geopolitical significance: Kazakhstan’s geo-political 
existence between Russia and Asia, along with long borders with China, makes it a country of great 
strategic importance. Kazakhstan remains important for the International North-South Transport  
corridor that will provide a multimodal network for moving freight between India, Iran, Afghanistan, 
Russia, Central Asia and Europe. 
Economic potential: Kazakhstan is India’s largest trading partner in Central Asia. Indian investments 
in Kazakhstan are in areas such as oil and gas, banking. 
Energy resources: Uranium is one of the major imports from Kazakhstan. 
Active involvement of Kazakhstan in regional organizations: Kazakhstan is an active member of 
regional organizations like the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO), Eurasian Economic 
Community (EURASEC), Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS), Collective Security Treaty 
Organisation (CSTO), etc. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
Introduction 

India and Kazakhstan have inked a Strategic Partnership treaty in 2009, and a Defence and Military 

Technical cooperation 2015. The two countries have several projects in hydrocarbon, education, 

pharmaceutical and other sectors. 
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Body 

India-Kazakhstan bilateral relations 

1. India was among the first countries to recognize the five Central Asian states. It established 

diplomatic relations with them after they gained independence in 1990s. 

2. India now considers the Central Asian countries as part of its ‘extended and strategic 

neighbourhood’. 

3. Trade: Kazakhstan is the most resource-rich country in Central Asia and is also India’s largest 

trade and investment partner. Total bilateral trade amounted to USD 1.2 bn between the two 

countries. 

4. Defence Cooperation: According to the Ministry of Defence, on April 9, 2021, the two 

ministers met in New Delhi and the focus of the talks was on the bilateral defence cooperation, 

capacity building, training and military exercises. 

1. And both agreed to explore the possibility of defence industrial collaboration. 

2. Indian companies have been in talks with Kazakhstan defence industries for co-production 

and co-development in defence production. 

5. Space Cooperation: Both countries are in discussion on the possibility of developing a space 

communication system (satellite) KazSat-2R. 

0. Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) and National Space Agency of Kazakhstan 

are in discussions to develop a satellite jointly and a possible launch through the 

agency later on. 

1. Kazakhstan is host to the famous Baikonur Cosmodrome. 

6. Military exercises: A joint military exercise between India and Kazakhstan on counter-

insurgency operations in mountainous terrains called KAZIND took place in 2019. 

7. India’s Connect Central Asia Policy also has a forward-looking orientation which at the same 

time promotes India’s geo-strategic as well as geo-economic interests in the region. 

8. Ashgabat Agreement: India has acceded to the Ashgabat Agreement, an international 

transport and transit corridor facilitating transportation of goods between Central Asia and the 

Persian Gulf. 

Challenges faced by India in Central Asia 

1. India’s economic activities in Central Asia have been hampered by the absence of land-

access, resource constraints, great-power politics and slow implementation of the projects. 

2. India visualised the Turkmenistan-Afghanistan-Pakistan-India (TAPI), and the North South 

Transport Corridor projects long before China’s BRI, but our progress has been disappointing. 

3. Pakistan will never allow India the land-route access to Central Asia and our route through 

Chabahar and Bandar Abbas (Iran) has also been impacted due to the American sanctions. 

4. With the increasing influence of China on Iran, India will find it harder to develop its projects 

there 
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Significance of Central Asia and Kazakhstan for India 

1. Central Asia is significant for India as it is well versed with energy resources as it has an 

abundance of oil and gas deposits. 

2. It contains vast hydrocarbon fields both on-shore and off-shore in the Caspian Sea which 

homes around 4 percent of the world’s natural gas reserves and approximately 3 percent of oil 

reserves. 

3. Relations between India and Kazakhstan have been marked by significant cooperation in 

different areas ranging from culture, science and technology to co-operation in medium and small-

scale industries, upgrading and modernisation of existing infrastructural facilities, and cooperation in 

the energy and defence sector. 

4. Kazakhstan has a civil nuclear deal with India to provide the highly demanded uranium. 

5. Among all the Central Asian countries, Kazakhstan remains the major trading partner of 

India (trade between two countries during 2010-11 amounted to US $306.2 million). 

6. The trade between the two countries has gone up over the years and prospects for 

cooperation in spheres of oil and gas, civil nuclear energy, uranium, agriculture, public health, 

information technology and defence are promising. 

7. India and Kazakhstan actively cooperate under the aegis of various multilateral fora 

including CICA, SCO and the UN organisations. 

8. India has been a consistent supporter of the Conference on Interaction and Confidence-

Building Measures in Asia (CICA) and is actively participating in the process. CICA is the only Central 

Asian forum of which India is a full member. 

Conclusion 

There is a need to enhance people-to-people cooperation with Kazakhstan and other Central Asian 

states. Acquiring a visa becomes a major hassle for academic communities, experts, businesspersons 

and tourists. The respective embassies of Central Asia and India should ease the visa-rules and 

ensure hassle-free travel to legitimate people. Travellers after all become the carriers of culture and 

tradition without a cost. 

Discuss the need for India and Pakistan to evolve a policy to ensure and guarantee 

Prisoners their rights and early repatriation. (250 words) 
Reference:  The Hindu 
Why the question: 
The article throws light upon the lives of hundreds of fishermen who have been languishing in 
Pakistan’s prisons for years with no end in sight. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss the need for India and Pakistan to evolve a policy to ensure and guarantee Prisoners their 
rights and early repatriation. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
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Fishermen from India end up in Pakistani waters and are arrested by authorities for illegally entering 
their territory. The problem is aggravated due to the failure in agreement over the maritime 
boundary and the dispute over Sir Creek in Kutch. 
Body: 
Agreement between India and Pakistan – Attempts to resolve the issue. India and Pakistan signed the 
Agreement on Consular Access in 2008. Despite some lacunae, it was significant. 
Consular access is an exception. Without it, the nationality of the person is not confirmed and the 
repatriation process cannot begin. Though the agreement does not state a time limit, there are 
numerous instances in which both countries have not confirmed nationality for as long as 18 months, 
during which the arrested men languish in jails. 
Also, in 2007, India and Pakistan set up a joint judicial committee on prisoners comprising four 
retired judges from each side. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
Introduction 

Fishermen from India, especially the Saurashtra region of Gujarat often get arrested when they 

unintentionally cross over into Pakistani waters. They suffer, and so do their families, who are now 

even more worried because of the COVID-19 pandemic. Despite an agreement being in place, these 

are not implemented. Thereby, violating basic human rights of people. 

Body 

India Pakistan agreement on prisoners and consular access 

1. India and Pakistan signed the Agreement on Consular Access in 2008. 

2. Though the deal has a few lacunae, it was significant. Section 4 of the agreement said, “Each 

government shall provide consular access within three months to nationals of one country, under 

arrest, detention or imprisonment in the other country.” 

3. Further, Section 5 of the agreement stated, “Both governments agree to release and 

repatriate persons within one month of confirmation of their national status and completion of 

sentences.” 

4. More than 300 Indian fishermen remain in Pakistan’s custody in Malir jail. Consular access is 

an exception. 

5. Without it, the nationality of the person is not confirmed and the repatriation process 

cannot begin. 

6. Though the agreement does not state a time limit, there are numerous instances in which 

both countries have not confirmed nationality for as long as 18 months, during which the arrested 

men languish in jails. 

Need for a better policy 

1. Ideally, prisoners should be released and repatriated the day they complete their prison 

sentence. 

2. But this has happened in just one case, with Hamid Ansari, the only person who was 

released and repatriated on the day of completion of their sentence. 
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3. In 2007, India and Pakistan set up a joint judicial committee on prisoners comprising four 

retired judges from each side. 

4. The committee used to convene twice a year to meet prisoners. It made unanimous 

recommendations, including on the release and repatriation of fishermen and women prisoners. 

5. Its last meeting was held in 2013, after which it was discontinued. In 2018, efforts were 

made to revive it, but Pakistan is yet to nominate judges or call for a meeting. 

6. It is in the interest of both nations that the committee be revived and must expeditiously 

look into repatriating those who have completed their prison term. 

7. Another way of dealing this can be to return those prisoners who inadvertently cross 

borders or fishermen who are caught unaware. 

Conclusion 

Both India and Pakistan have a seat on the UNHRC and it is despicable that they are not addressing 

the violation of human rights in their own backyard. Despite the hostilities, it is time that the two 

nations work out a solution for the cases of fishermen languishing in jails and help them get back to 

their lives. It can be a start to the diplomatic lull between the nations. 

Discuss the emerging trends in the geopolitics of Indian Ocean. (250 words) 
Reference: eastwestcenter.org 

Introduction 

The Indian Ocean matters today, arguably more than ever. It is a major conduit for international 

trade, especially energy. Its littoral is vast, densely populated, and comprised of some of the world’s 

fastest growing regions. The Ocean is also a valuable source of fishing and mineral resources. The 

Indian Ocean basin is of particular importance for India, as the region’s most populous country and 

geopolitical keystone. 

Body 

Emerging trends in geopolitics of Indian Ocean 

1. Indo-Pacific narrative: The Indo-Pacific Region (IPR) is witnessing a major flux in the geo-

political and geo-strategic spheres as there is a gradual shift in the maritime trade centre of gravity 

towards IPR from the Atlantic and the Pacific Regions. With the West and the USA perceived to be in 

a strategic retreat, it opens a window of opportunity in the region for a geo-strategic reconstruct. 

2. Major sea lines of communication: All the major sea lines of communication pass through 

Indian Ocean that account for majority of the world trade and crude oil trade important for energy 

security. China has already taken control of Hambantota port in Sri Lanka for 99 years. 

3. String of Pearls: There has been increasing movements of Chinese warships in the Indian 

Ocean. China also has access to several islands in Maldives like Feydhoo Finolhu, which it may use as 

surveillance. Idea of China is to have a string of strategic ports in the Indian Ocean which India’s 

backyard and a point of vulnerability for China. 

4. Theatre of US-China rhetoric: The region is already a defining constituent of the Free and 

Open Indo-Pacific (FOIP) strategy being pursued by the US — though not with a position of strength 
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anymore. China, on the other hand, rejects the FOIP strategy, which it sees as an effort to contain its 

rise, even as it maintains its own strategic interests in the region. 

5. Chinese infrastructure: The Indian Ocean Rim’s (IOR’s) infrastructure and connectivity is a 

critical investment opportunity. Undoubtedly, China leads the show. From the ports of Mombasa in 

Kenya to Chittagong in Bangladesh, Chinese investments have engulfed the region. 

6. Belt and Road Initiative: The Gwadar port in Pakistan’s Balochistan province is a sensitive 

geo-strategic outpost. It is pivotal for at least two segments of the BRI, viz the Maritime Silk Road 

and the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC). It is also among the most controversial ports from 

India’s perspective. 

7. Major islands: The western and eastern sides of the Indian Ocean are geo-strategically 

distinct. The western side comprises some strategic islands. Diego Garcia and Seychelles host the 

American military base, while China may soon establish one of its own in the Maldives. The eastern 

side largely hosts strategic ports controlled by China. 

Opportunity for India 

1. India’s increasing participation entails a political commitment that necessitates heavy 

investments in naval infrastructure. 

2. Though India takes the lead in naval surveillance and counter-piracy measures, its naval 

modernisation programme still needs a boost. 

3. India ought to strive and formally reposition itself as a net security provider in the IOR. 

4. Adopting a differentiated foreign policy postured to engage all stakeholders — viz, the US, 

China, Russia and Japan — but not prioritise any of them, will help. 

5. India need only invest into its military-strategic assets in the IOR to the extent that it grows 

economically. 

6. India’s strategic vision for the IOR is based on the initiative named Security and Growth for 

All in the Region (SAGAR). SAGAR has the potential to provide solutions to India’s maritime security 

challenges. 

7. It can forge a consultative mechanism aimed at strengthening India’s geo-strategic outreach. 

But doing so solicits a strategic depth. 

  

Conclusion 

In a world in which Asia plays an increasingly important economic and geopolitical role, the Indian 

Ocean provides the foundation for the trading systems that underpin Asia’s economic rise. It is also 

the lifeline on which several of the world’s major economies depend. India can become a net 

security provider in the region and play a greater role. 
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Important International institutions, agencies and fora- their structure, mandate. 

India’s reluctance to engage a major European institution like North Atlantic Treaty 

Organization (NATO) will be a stunning case of strategic self-denial. Comment. (250 

words) 
Reference:  Indian Express 
Why the question: 
The article explains why Delhi must talk to NATO. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Explain in detail how India’s reluctance to engage a major European institution like North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization (NATO) will be a stunning case of strategic self-denial. 
Directive: 
Comment- here we have to express our knowledge and understanding of the issue and form an 
overall opinion thereupon. 
 Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with details of what North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) is about; a military alliance 
established by the North Atlantic Treaty (also called the Washington Treaty) of April 4, 1949, by the 
United States, Canada, and several Western European nations to provide collective security against 
the Soviet Union. 
Body: 
The answer body must have the following aspects covered: 
Indian ties with European countries in the past: explain before and after independence. 
Then explain factors responsible for India’s poor relation with NATO or European countries. 
India’s efforts to end the prolonged political neglect towards NATO. 
Need of an enhanced India- NATO relationship. 
Conclusion: 
India should scale up its engagement with NATO, and while doing so, it should also insulate its 
bilateral relationship (with countries like Russia) from the larger structural trends buffeting the world 
today. 
Introduction 

Delhi appears to be poised for a vigorous new push into Europe this year. A pragmatic engagement 

with NATO must be an important part of India’s new European orientation especially amidst the 

continent’s search for a new role in the Indo-Pacific. 

Body 

As recently till second decade of 21st century, India and Europe have not had any substantial 

partnerships on major issues. Post-cold-war, the bureaucratisation of the engagement between 

Delhi and Brussels and the lack of high-level political interest prevented India from taking full 

advantage of a re-emerging Europe. 

Importance of Europe in India’s foreign policy 

1. The deepening maritime partnership with France since 2018 is an example. Joining the 

Franco-German Alliance for Multilateralism in 2019 is another. 

2. PM Modi’s first summit with Nordic nations in 2018 was a recognition that Europe is not a 

monolith but a continent of sub-regions. So was the engagement with Central Europe’s Visegrad 

Four. 
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3. The India and European Union Bilateral Trade and Investment Agreement has been long 

pending. With more strategic convergence politically, economic interests can be pushed. 

4. With China planning its Belt and Road Initiative till Europe via Central Asia, India must not be 

left wanting in its engagement with Europe. 

Need for India-NATO engagement 

1. A sustained dialogue between India and NATO could facilitate productive exchanges in a 

range of areas, including terrorism, changing geopolitics; the evolving nature of military conflict, the 

role of emerging military technologies, and new military doctrines. 

2. More broadly, an institutionalised engagement with NATO should make it easier for Delhi to 

deal with the military establishments of its 30 member states. 

3. On a bilateral front, each of the members has much to offer in strengthening India’s national 

capabilities. 

4. Neither Delhi nor NATO are seeking membership under any coalition. At issue is the 

question of exploring potential common ground. To play any role in the Indo-Pacific, Europe and 

NATO need partners like India, Australia and Japan. 

5. Delhi, in turn, knows that no single power can produce stability and security in the Indo-

Pacific. India’s enthusiasm for the Quad is a recognition of the need to build coalitions. 

Conclusion 

Meanwhile, both Russia and China have intensive bilateral engagement with Europe. Even as 

hostilities between Moscow and Brussels have intensified, multiple European voices call for a 

dialogue with Russia. Also, China has long understood Europe’s salience and invested massively in 

cultivating it. Delhi’s continued reluctance to engage a major European institution like NATO will be 

a stunning case of strategic self-denial. 

Elucidate the key features related to freedom of navigation under United Nations 

Convention on the Laws of the Sea(UNCLOS). (250 words) 
Reference: The Hindu 

Introduction 

On April 7, the U.S.’s 7th Fleet Destroyer, the USS John Paul Jones, conducted a ‘Freedom of 

Navigation Operation’ 130 nautical miles west of the Lakshadweep Islands inside India’s Exclusive 

Economic Zone (EEZ). Not only was this exercise conducted without requesting India’s consent, but 

the U.S. 7th Fleet noted in its press release that India’s requirement of prior consent is “inconsistent 

with international law”. 

Body 

Freedom of Navigation Operations 

1. It involves passages conducted by the US Navy through waters claimed by coastal nations as 

their exclusive territory. 

2. It reaffirms the US policy of exercising and asserting its navigation and overflight rights and 

freedoms around the world. 
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3. This communicates that the US does not accept the excessive maritime claims of other 

nations, and thus prevents those claims from becoming accepted in international law. 

4. This is the first time the US Navy has issued a public statement giving details of the 

operation. 

 Key features in UNCLOS related to freedom of navigation 

1. Article 58 (1) provides that in the EEZ, all States, whether coastal or landlocked, enjoy, 

subject to the relevant provisions of this Convention, the freedoms referred to in Article 87 of 

navigation and overflight and of the laying of submarine cables and pipelines as well as other 

internationally lawful uses of the sea. 

2. Article 87 provides for freedom of the high seas under which all states have the freedom of 

navigation. However, the freedom of navigation is subject to the conditions laid down under the 

UNCLOS and other rules of international law. 

3. In addition to it, Article 58 (3) stipulates another qualification: “In exercising their rights and 

performing their duties under this Convention in the exclusive economic zone, States shall have due 

regard to the rights and duties of the coastal State and shall comply with the laws and regulations 

adopted by the coastal State” 

India-USA interpretation and way forward 

1. On a conjoint reading of Articles 58, 87 and 310, it can be argued that freedom of navigation 

cannot be read in an absolute and isolated manner. 

2. Given the nature of EEZ and the activities that a coastal state conducts in its EEZ, non-

consensual military activities that hinder the lawful enjoyment of such rights need not be 

permissible. 

3. Also, a coastal state is naturally concerned about military exercises and manoeuvres posing a 

risk to its coastal communities, its installations or artificial islands, as well as the marine 

environment. 

4. Thus, any state which wishes to conduct such exercises must do so only in consultation with 

the coastal state since the coastal state is the best judge of its EEZ. 

Conclusion 

Both India and the U.S. should negotiate such concerns for the maintenance of international peace 

and security. Riding roughshod over international obligations premised either in an erroneous 

interpretation of the law or the scope of its application will not only threaten friendly relations but 

also undermine the progress made towards codification and development of international law in an 

area such as the law of the sea, which is particularly complex. 

Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or 

affecting India’s interests. 

Discuss the major implications of a paradigm shift in the United States (US) foreign 

policy on India. (250 words) 
Reference:  Indian Express 
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Why the question: 
The article analyses the changes in the foreign policy of the US. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Explain the major implications of a paradigm shift in the United States (US) foreign policy on India. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with recent happenings in the US foreign policy. 
Body: 
The answer body must have the following aspects covered: 
No longer based on the antiquated friend-or-foe classification: under which transgressions by a 
“friend” or an “ally” were overlooked if the country was helpful to US self-interests. 
Change in character of “smart sanctions”: Directed both against the countries and against 
individuals, firms, and institutions for alleged transgressions. 
Discuss the impact of India. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that whether cooperation, competition, or confrontation dominates the nature of the 
engagement will depend on the specifics, not whether India is a friend or a foe of the US. 
Introduction: 

US foreign policy is no longer based on the antiquated friend-or-foe classification. US foreign policy 

paradigm has shifted to one where a country’s stance on an issue — trade, climate change, security, 

or human rights — is the categorising principle and not the country. In essence it has become 

transactional and India must take this into considerations while dealing with the US. 

Body: 

Implications of paradigm shift in the US foreign policy on India: 

1. Until the end of 20th century, India was pro-Soviet and anti-West in its outlook. However, 

with end of cold war and liberalisation, today USA and India are strategic partners. 

2. US foreign policy today is categorical than holistic. For instance, there is a convergence on 

geopolitical aspect between India and USA. 

1. Eg: Both endorse Indo-Pacific and Quad to counter Chinese aggression 

3. On the other hand, in trade matters India was branded as “tariff king” under Trump 

administration. 

4. More recently, the USTR report has specifically brought out protectionist policies of India 

and its impact on USA. 

5. In context of WTO, USA has dragged India to dispute settlement body. Eg: Solar panels and 

domestic content requirement. Also, on issues of e-commerce and agriculture subsidies the two 

nations do not converge on settlement. 

6. But, in case of defence, USA-India have signed all four foundational agreements (BECA, 

COMCASA, LEMOA etc) and there is bilateral intelligence sharing between two military forces. 
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7. India has signed defence deals with USA for Apache, Hercules, Guardian drones among 

others. Moreover, the relation has turned from buyer-seller to co-producer after the signing of DTTI 

agreement. 

8. India has been given the status of STA-1 on par with NATO allies like Japan and Korea. 

9. Yet, issues such as climate change and terrorism are frictions as there is no convergence. 

This shows the transactional nature of USA’s foreign policy. 

10. Even with Iran sanctions, India did not get an extended waiver though Iran is strategic for 

India’s plan in West Asia. 

Conclusion: 

Unlike in the antiquated rational-actor paradigm where there are imagined trade-offs across issues, 

in the new framework the US engages with countries on parallel lines. Countries are no longer 

designated as adversaries or allies. Instead, the engagement is multifaceted across trade, intellectual 

property rights, climate change, security, terrorism, and, importantly, human rights, with limited 

trade-off across them. Whether cooperation, competition, or confrontation dominate the nature of 

the engagement will depend on the specifics not whether India is a friend or a foe. 

Peace with Pakistan is not just a bilateral matter but is essential for India to transform 

South Asia, do you agree? Analyse. (250 words) 
Reference:  The Hindu 
Why the question: 
While the recent statements by Pakistan rigidly lock the dialogue only on the Kashmir dispute. Rather 
it is best to focus on resolving issues that blight the entire subcontinent — poverty, malnutrition and 
unconscionable neglect of the young. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss in what way Peace with Pakistan is not just a bilateral matter but is essential for India to 
transform South Asia. 
Directive: 
Analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Explain briefly the context of the question. 
Body: 
The answer body must have the following aspects covered: 
Discuss first the prospects of India-Pakistan ties such as – 
Economic integration: Reports such as the World Bank publication titled ‘A Glass Half Full’ conclude 
the explosive value to be derived from South Asian economic integration. 
Meaningful traction to SAARC: Which remains a victim of India-Pakistan posturing. 
Positive spillovers: Opens up opportunities to join Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership 
(RCEP) or advantageously link up with China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI). 
Discuss then the importance of the ties for peace and stability in South Asia. 
Conclusion: 
Suggest what needs to be done; India should leverage regional size imbalance to take the lead and 
treat Pakistan’s issue not bilaterally but as essential to transform South Asia for the better. 
Introduction 
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In February, the Director Generals of Military Operations of India and Pakistan, notified that they 

agree to strictly observe all agreements between the two countries. This comes after two years of 

Pulwama and stopping of bilateral trade and talks post abrogation of Article 370. Peace with 

Pakistan has been elusive for various reasons and has been a huge obstacle for security and 

economic relations of South Asia. 

Body 

India-Pakistan bilateral developments and relations 

1. The 2019 Pulwama suicide bombing carried out by a Pakistani terrorist group Jaish-e-

Mohammad (JeM) killing over 40 CRPF personnel was the starting point of the steep slide in 

relations. 

2. Indian fighter jets targeted a JeM terrorist camp, not in Pakistan-occupied Kashmir but in 

Balakot in the Pakistani province of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. 

3. In a typical knee-jerk reaction, Prime Minister Imran Khan downgraded diplomatic relations 

by expelling the Indian High Commissioner and suspending all trade between the two countries. 

4. The official trade between the two countries is small at $2.4 billion. 

5. Smuggling amounting to another $5 billion takes place along the border. A substantial 

amount of trade also takes place through third countries like the United Arab Emirates (UAE) and 

Singapore, amounting to around $5 to $10 billion. 

Importance of peace with Pakistan for transformation of South Asia 

1. A fair peace between India and Pakistan is not just good for the two states but for all the 

nations constituting the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC). 

2. Reports such as the World Bank publication titled ‘A Glass Half Full’ and others from the 

Asian Development Bank and the European Union conclude that there is explosive value to be 

derived from South Asian economic integration. 

3. An economically transformed and integrated South Asian region could advantageously link 

up with China’s Belt and Road Initiative and even join the Regional Comprehensive Economic 

Partnership, the world’s largest trading bloc of 15 countries, accounting for 30% of its GDP, as a 

much-valued partner. 

4. Given its size and heft, only India can take the lead in transforming a grossly under-

performing region like South Asia. 

5. Collectively with a population of slightly over 1.9 billion, South Asia has a GDP (PPP) of $12 

trillion. Contrast this with the Association of South East Asian Nations (ASEAN) which has a GDP 

(PPP) of around $9 trillion and a per capita income which, at $14,000 (PPP), is closing in on China, 

with member states like Vietnam starting to grow spectacularly. 

6. Such is the tremendous economic growth is possible with true regional integration and with 

economic integration, hostilities will reduce and war becomes unthinkable. This economic 

integration is needed for normalisation of ties for India and Pakistan. 

Conclusion 
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Now, given that the two countries have agreed to maintain ceasefire, it is time for India to seize the 

moment and become more South Asia-concerned and much less Pakistan-obsessed. But for that to 

happen, India needs to view a peace with Pakistan not as a bilateral matter, to be arrived at 

leisurely, if at all, but as essential and urgent, all the while viewing it as a chance of a lifetime, to 

dramatically transform South Asia for the better, no less.  

The recent controversy surrounding the U.S.’s freedom of navigation operation 

threatens to adversely impact the bilateral relationship between the two countries. 

Critically examine. (250 words) 
Reference:  The Hindu 
Why the question: 
The U.S.’s freedom of navigation operation in India’s Exclusive Economic Zone near Lakshadweep. 
Thus the question. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Explain in detail how the recent controversy surrounding the U.S.’s FONOP threatens to adversely 
impact the bilateral relationship between the two countries. 
Directive: 
Critically examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we have to look into the topic (content words) in 
detail, inspect it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. 
While doing so we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
When ‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the 
topic and give a fair judgment. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with brief background of the question. 
Body: 
The answer body must have the following aspects covered: 
First provide for brief background of India-U.S. relationship in the recent past. 
Discuss the current issues related to FONOP; The U.S. has conducted a patrol in the Indian Ocean in 
India’s exclusive economic zone (EEZ) near Lakshadweep. While India protested against the U.S. 
move, the U.S has argued that it conducted the “freedom of navigation operation” (FONOP) to 
challenge what it has termed as India’s excessive maritime claims. 
Explain the points of differences between the two countries. 
Then express the implications of the same. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with what needs to be done. 
Introduction 

India’s strategic community was agitated last week when the USS John Paul Jones carried out a 

freedom of navigation operation (FONOP) 130 nautical miles west of the Lakshadweep Islands. 

Indian observers reacted with shock and dismay at what some described as an unnecessary 

provocation by the U.S. Navy. 

Body 

Freedom of Navigation Operations 

1. It involves passages conducted by the US Navy through waters claimed by coastal nations as 

their exclusive territory. 
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2. It reaffirms the US policy of exercising and asserting its navigation and overflight rights and 

freedoms around the world. 

3. This communicates that the US does not accept the excessive maritime claims of other 

nations, and thus prevents those claims from becoming accepted in international law. 

4. This is the first time the US Navy has issued a public statement giving details of the 

operation. 

The core of the issue 

1. US’ Stand: India requires prior consent for military exercises or maneuvers in its EEZ or 

continental shelf. 

1. India’s claim to EEZ is inconsistent with international law (United Nations Convention on 

the Law of the Sea 1982). 

2. FONOP upheld the rights, freedoms, and lawful uses of the sea recognized in international 

law by challenging India’s excessive maritime claims. 

2. India’s posture: India’s stated position on the United Nations Convention on the Law of the 

Sea (UNCLOS) is that the Convention does not authorise other States to carry out in the EEZ and on 

the continental shelf, military exercises or manoeuvres, in particular those involving the use of 

weapons or explosives, without the consent of the coastal state. 

0. It is only when it is “military manoeuvres” in Indian EEZ that nations need to seek 

India’s permission and not if they are simply transiting through. 

1. The term military manoeuvres are not defined anywhere. 

1. Seventh Fleet to carry out FON missions in Indian EEZ in violation of Indian domestic 

law (Territorial Waters, Continental Shelf, Exclusive Economic Zone and Other 

Maritime Zones Act, 1976). 

3. The EEZ of India is an area beyond and adjacent to the territorial waters, and the limit of 

such zone is two hundred nautical miles from the baseline. 

4. India’s limit of the territorial waters is the line every point of which is at a distance of 

twelve nautical miles from the nearest point of the appropriate baseline. 

5. All foreign ships (other than warships including sub-marines and other underwater vehicles) 

shall enjoy the right of innocent passage through the territorial waters. 

Implications 

1. Despite disagreements over navigational freedoms, however, India and the U.S. have 

refrained from a public airing of differences. 

2. Indian observers have come to accept U.S. FONOPs as an instrument in Washington’s 

military and diplomatic toolkit that gives the U.S. Navy leverage in the contest with China in the 

South China Sea. 

3. S. officials, too, have learnt to take Indian posturing in their stride. Washington knows New 

Delhi’s real concern is the possibility of greater Chinese naval presence in Indian waters, in particular 

the threat of People’s Liberation Army Navy submarines near Indian islands. 
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4. To guard against any misreading of intent, the U.S. Navy coupled its FONOP in Indian waters 

with another sail through the territorial seas of the Maldives, a country with which the U.S. signed a 

defence agreement in 2020. 

5. The idea, ostensibly, was to signal to China that the U.S. Navy is committed to uphold the 

rules-based order in the waters of opponents and partners alike 

Conclusion 

The U.S. Navy sail through the waters off Lakshadweep highlights a gap in the Indian and American 

perception of navigational freedoms, complicating an already complex domain of international 

maritime law. Giving their strategic converge on Indo-Pacific, USA must be more sensitive to India’s 

concerns in the Indian Ocean. 

Critically analyse the growing fissures and challenges to the unipolar global order led 

by the US. (250 words) 
Reference:  The Hindu 
Why the question: 
The article presents an analysis on growing fissures and challenges to the unipolar global order led by 
the US. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Comment on the changing global order and analyse the challenges of unipolar global order led by the 
US. 
Directive: 
Critically analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or 
nature of the topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
When ‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the 
topic and give a fair judgment. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with brief history of power-centric global order. 
 Body:   
From the Renaissance period onwards (14th-15th century) – an era of Eurocentrism: Europe began its 
hegemonic ambitions through trade and commerce, taking almost 500 years to colonize. 
 Post-colonial phase: Pax Britannica gave way to Pax Americana: American ascendency began after 
the end of British imperialism in the aftermath of the Suez Crisis (1956). Defining third world 
aspirations: Bandung Conference of 1955 set the schema for the rise of Asia, politically and 
economically. 
Then present an overview of widening fissures in the present global order- talk about Trumpism and 
far-right ultra-nationalism, Rising scepticism on China, Rising threat of military conflict, 
Unquestionable capabilities of the rising economies. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that a kind of dualism persists in the world order with no clear hegemony that can be 
bestowed on one single nation. Global power gradually extends across many countries. 
Introduction 

The primary geopolitical rivals, namely Russia and China may possibly provide the strategic and 

tactical counterbalance to the hegemony of America. Also, the international order is under threat of 

the rising economic power of the BRICS nations, with China dominating in its economic and military 

capacity. This calls for the analysis of the role of USA in coming years and its hegemonic position in 

the world. 
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Body 

Changing global order 

1. From the Renaissance period onwards (14th-15th century) there was an era of 

Eurocentrism. 

2. Europe began its hegemonic ambitions through trade and commerce, taking almost 500 

years to colonize. 

3. Post-colonial phase: Pax Britannica gave way to Pax Americana. 

4. American ascendency began after the end of British imperialism in the aftermath of the Suez 

Crisis (1956). 

5. It was the Bandung Conference of 1955, a meeting of Asian and African states, most of 

which were newly independent, that set the schema for the rise of Asia, politically and economically. 

6. But post-cold war, the world order was largely unipolar in nature, with USA at the helm of 

global affairs. 

Challenges to unipolar global order led by USA 

1. Rise of China has been the single most challenge to American hegemony, with China’s 

economy set to surpass America in few years. 

2. China’s Belt and Road Initiative with 68 countries participating is one of a kind infrastructure 

project, with which China aims for global domination. 

3. Chinese aggression in the Pacific, South China sea has been the reason for rise of Quad and 

Indo-Pacific. 

4. China-Russia axis is viewed with hostility by America and has been called as a threat to its 

security. 

5. Russia has kept USA embroiled in middle east, especially in Afghanistan and until late even in 

Syria. 

6. Trump’s policy of threatening to leave NATO, Paris and such other well-established 

agreements like JCPOA nuclear deal, have eroded American hegemony greatly. 

7. President Trump’s open desire to remove American military forces from South Korea was 

damaging to U.S.-Korean relations. 

8. Other threats such as terrorism, ethnic conflicts and the warning of annihilation owing to 

climate change necessarily demand joint international action where American “exceptionalism” 

becomes an incongruity and an aberration. This indeed has chipped away at the American global 

supremacy. 

Importance of USA still remains 

1. With an average military expenditure under two percent of GDP, European states remain 

dependent on Washington to meet their security needs, just as in the 1960s. 
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2. Alternatively, the explosive growth of the Chinese military, coupled with Beijing’s territorial 

claims, underline the importance of the U.S. presence to Asian leaders who are often facing funding 

challenges of their own. 

3. Indo-Pacific and Quad can counter an aggressive China in the region and uphold freedom of 

navigation in high seas. 

4. Collective condemnation of treatment of Uighur Muslims in Xin Jiang shows how nations can 

press on issues on global front, led by USA. 

5. No nation has the capability yet to challenge America in technology front and also on 

innovation. Thus, USA still has a huge leverage over the world and must ensure that liberal global 

order is restored. 

Conclusion 

It is feared that there could be a possibility of a multipolar world turning disordered and unstable, 

but it is up to the rising nations to attempt to overcome territorial aspirations and strike a forceful 

note of faith on cultural mediation, worldwide legitimacy, and the appeal of each society in terms of 

its democratic values.  

Explain the significance of North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO). And explain the 

factors that necessitate deepened India- NATO dialogue. (250 words) 
Reference:  Times of India 

Why the question: 

The article explains that deepened India-North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) ties are essential 

to deal with global challenges. 

Key Demand of the question: 

Discuss the significance of North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO). And explain the factors that 

necessitate deepened India- NATO dialogue. 

Directive: 

Explain – Clarify the topic by giving a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the 

particular context. You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with 

relevant associated facts. 

Structure of the answer: 

Introduction: 

Start with brief background of North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO). 

Body: 

The answer body must have the following aspects covered: 

Significance of North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) – Represents 30 nations, one billion 

people, and half of the world’s economic and military might. Provided unprecedented peace and 

security for the Euro-Atlantic area; Acts as fundamental pillar of the international order being the 

most successful alliance in history. 
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Explain the factors pushing for deepened India- NATO dialogue. 

Conclusion: 

A successful India- NATO dialogues shall include sharing information and expertise, coordinating 

common approaches on shared interests. 

Introduction 

Delhi appears to be poised for a vigorous new push into Europe this year. A pragmatic engagement 

with NATO must be an important part of India’s new European orientation especially amidst the 

continent’s search for a new role in the Indo-Pacific. 

Body 

Background 

1. India is a pivotal regional player, a growing economy, and an important global actor. 

2. It is one of the largest troop contributors to United Nations peacekeeping missions. 

3. It is currently a member of the UN Security Council and it will hold the G20 presidency in 

2023. 

4. Many Nato Allies have well established partnerships with India and they are enhancing their 

engagement in the Indo-Pacific. 

5. At the same time, India is increasing its contacts with Europe and the United States. 

Factors that necessitate deepened India-NATO dialogue 

1. A sustained dialogue between India and NATO could facilitate productive exchanges in a 

range of areas, including terrorism, changing geopolitics; the evolving nature of military conflict, the 

role of emerging military technologies, and new military doctrines. 

2. More broadly, an institutionalised engagement with NATO should make it easier for Delhi to 

deal with the military establishments of its 30 member states. 

3. On a bilateral front, each of the members has much to offer in strengthening India’s national 

capabilities. 

4. The international rules-based order is facing unprecedented pressure from increasing 

geopolitical competition and mounting authoritarianism, led by countries like Russia and China. India 

can play the role of balancing here. 

5. World today, faces sophisticated cyberattacks, more brutal forms of terrorism, disruptive 

technologies, nuclear proliferation, and the security impacts of climate change. India and NATO, 

which have cutting edge technology, can engage meaningfully to prevent these threats. No one 

nation can handle these issues on their own. 

6. Neither Delhi nor NATO are seeking membership under any coalition. At issue is the 

question of exploring potential common ground. To play any role in the Indo-Pacific, Europe and 

NATO need partners like India, Australia and Japan. 

7. Delhi, in turn, knows that no single power can produce stability and security in the Indo-

Pacific. India’s enthusiasm for the Quad is a recognition of the need to build coalitions. 
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8. Nato is not only a military Alliance, but also a political Alliance. Political dialogue and security 

cooperation are important tools to address global challenges, beyond purely military responses. 

 Conclusion 

Freedom, democracy and the rule of law are at the core of the Nato Alliance. As the world’s largest 

democracy, these values matter to India, too. Protecting our values and way of life is our shared 

global responsibility. So, it makes sense for Nato and India to deepen our dialogue to protect the 

international rules-based order and address jointly shared challenges to our security. 

Analyse the different forces shaping the new world order and the critical role of 

middle powers (Japan, Iran, Turkey and India). (250 words) 
Reference: The Hindu 

Introduction 

A new cold war has been on the unveil between USA and China since Trump administration in the 

form of Trade War and rhetoric. This has been touted as a major factor that will shape the upcoming 

world order. Middle powers like India and Japan can play a huge role in ensuring multipolarity and 

balanced world order rather than nations getting embroiled into the new super power rivalry. 

However, even the middle powers need to overcome many challenges in the current scenario. 

Body 

Current geopolitics in the world and turbulent world order 

1. It is clear that the U.S. continues to view China as its principal adversary on the world stage 

and that it will use the Quad to challenge China in the Indo-Pacific, possibly as part of a “new Cold 

War”. 

2. This new Cold War was given concrete shape during the Trump presidency when the ravages 

of the pandemic made the President and his officials demonise China. Then Secretary of State Mike 

Pompeo called on like-minded nations to curb China’s growth, reduce its influence in international 

institutions, and “induce China to change in more creative and assertive ways”, a clarion call for 

regime change. 

3. The U.S.’s hostility for Russia goes back to the latter’s war with Ukraine and the occupation 

of Crimea in 2014, followed by allegations of Russian cyber-interference in the U.S. presidential 

elections of 2016. 

4. Biden continues this hostility for Russia. U.S. animosity has encouraged China and Russia to 

solidify their relations. 

5. Besides significantly expanding their bilateral ties, the two countries have agreed to 

harmonise their visions under the Eurasian Economic Union sponsored by Russia and China’s Belt 

and Road Initiative (BRI). 

6. This idea has now been subsumed under the ‘Greater Eurasian Partnership’ to which both 

are committed. 

7. Both have condemned the Quad for “undermining global strategic stability”. 

Thus, the new Cold War is now being reflected in a new geopolitical binary — the Indo-Pacific versus 

Eurasia. 
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Role of the middle powers in shaping new world order 

1. The final shape of this divide will be determined by four nations, namely Japan, Iran, Turkey 

and India, which, as “middle powers”, have the capacity to project power regionally, build alliances, 

and support (or disrupt) the strategies of international powers pursuing their interests in the region. 

2. On the face of it, their alignments are already in place: Japan and India are deeply 

entrenched in the Quad and have substantial security ties with the U.S. 

3. Iran, on the other hand, has for long been an outcaste in western eyes and has found 

strategic comfort with the Sino-Russian alliance. 

4. Turkey, a NATO member, has found its interests better-served by Russia and China rather 

than the U.S. and its European allies. 

However, challenges remain as these countries are embroiled in a complex bilateral relation with 

each other. 

Challenges by middle powers to balance the world order 

1. Japan: Japan has an ongoing territorial dispute with China relating to the Senkaku islands in 

the East China Sea. Japan depends too much on the U.S. for its security and too much on China for 

its prosperity. 

2. India: India’s ties with China have been caught in a vicious circle, as threats from China at 

the border and intrusions in its South Asian neighbourhood and the Indian Ocean became sharper, it 

moved closer to the U.S. 

3. Iran: The crippling sanctions on Iran and the frequent threats of regime change make it a 

natural ally of the Sino-Russian axis. However, its strategic culture eschews long-term security 

alignments. 

4. Turkey: The “neo-Ottomanism” of President Recep Tayyip Erdogan, celebrating Turkey’s 

glory through military and doctrinal leadership across the former territories of the Ottoman empire, 

has been achieved through a steady distancing from its western partners and increasing geopolitical, 

military and economic alignment with Russia and China. 

Conclusion 

While Cold War advocates in home capitals and in the U.S. will continue to promote ever-tighter 

alliances, these nations (India, Japan, Turkey and Iran) could find salvation in “strategic autonomy” 

— defined by flexible partnerships, with freedom to shape alliances to suit specific interests at 

different times. These four middle powers will thus make multipolarity, rather than a new Cold War, 

the defining characteristic of the emerging global order. 

Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries on India’s 

interests, Indian Diaspora. 

Though hostility and competition between the U.S. and China will dominate this 

century, interdependence between the two superpowers is also a reality which the 

two countries will have to confess. Explain. (250 words) 
Reference:  The Hindu 
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Why the question: 
The question is in the backdrop of U.S.-China Foreign Ministers’ meeting in March at Alaska. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Explain in what way hostility and competition between the U.S. and China will dominate this century; 
and interdependence between the two superpowers is also a reality which the two countries will 
have to confess. 
Directive: 
Explain – Clarify the topic by giving a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the 
particular context. You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with 
relevant associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start by talking about the  increasing clout of China. 
Body: 
China will surpass the U.S. as the world’s largest economy, has established a worldwide network of 
economic ties and set up multilateral and financial institutions like the Shanghai Cooperation 
Organisation, New Development Bank and Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank to compete with the 
West-dominated International Monetary Fund and World Bank. 
Throw light on Confrontation and competition between U.S. and China. 
Discuss the interdependency between the two. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with fair and balanced opinion. 
Introduction 

In 2017, the US’s National Security Strategy called China as “a revisionist power” seeking “to erode 

American security and prosperity” and “shape a world antithetical to U.S. values and interests”. 

Trump administration was very hostile to the aggressive China, while it needs to be seen how their 

relations pan out under Biden. 

Body 

US-China competition and hostilities 

1. Trade war: Former U.S. President Donald Trump accused China of unfair trade practices and 

pursued a dual policy of offering deals and threatening sanctions, but China continued to extend its 

influence and counter American increases in military funding by expanding its own military power. 

2. Biden has censured China for human rights abuses in Hong Kong and Xinjiang. 

3. There has been mounted aggression in the South and East China Seas and repeated 

intimidation of Taiwan. 

4. USA has accused China of intellectual property theft, calling it techno-authoritarianism. 

5. Currency manipulation and cyberattacks are amped under current Chinese administration. 

6. The current tension is due to China’s rise that is transforming power settings and the U.S.’s 

attempts to constrict China before it becomes a peer competitor. 

7. China will surpass the U.S. as the world’s largest economy, has established a worldwide 

network of economic ties and set up multilateral and financial institutions like the Shanghai 

Cooperation Organisation, New Development Bank and Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank to 

compete with the West-dominated International Monetary Fund and World Bank. 
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Interdependence between US-China inevitable 

1. The U.S.-China rhetoric masks the reality that both countries need each other not only for 

world stability but growth, supply chains, jobs, services, investments and market access. 

2. China’s rise generated booms for numerous Asian and Western economies and accelerated 

the transition of the U.S. towards the lower end of manufacturing. 

3. Sanctions used indiscriminately against China are unlikely to engender any change of 

behaviour, and it is clear that hectoring will not be left unanswered. 

4. The U.S. deals for the first time with an economic and military rival it cannot browbeat, and 

economic interdependence today makes the war of words confined to words. 

Conclusion 

The world must not descend into a cold war like situation once again. Any policy change in these 

nations will have amplified impact on the globe, especially on trade and geo-politics. Both nations 

must realise the potential in collaboration towards peace and stability overcoming the challenges 

facing the world today. 

Discuss the possible role that Think Tanks play in foreign policy of India. (250 words) 
Reference: News on Air   
Why the question: 
While inaugurating the 6th edition of the Raisina Dialogue recently, Prime Minister Modi highlighted 
that India has walked the talk during the pandemic by not only ensuring vaccines for its own citizens 
but also supporting the Covid response efforts of other countries. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss the possible role that Think Tanks play in foreign policy of India. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start by explaining what think tanks are.   
Body: 
Explain the role of think tanks in foreign policy making. 
Filling the gap between academia and policy making: Think tanks play an important role in bridging 
the gap between research activities and policy making. They play an important role in pre- and post-
decision-making stages and help to provide policy makers with subject matter expertise. IDSA for 
instance played an important role in conveying India’s stand on nuclear policy to the international 
community through various track 2 dialogues. 
Provide a neutral platform to discuss contentious issues: for political leaders, bureaucrats and 
military officials to discuss contentious issues like border disputes or water sharing agreements. 
Provide assessment on emerging issues: Think tanks have been involved in research activities 
on areas like environmental degradation, climate change, maritime pollution. The Centre for Science 
and Environment has been one of the top ranked environmental policy think tanks in the world and 
has been at the forefront of communicating the urgency for sustainable and equitable development. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with importance. 
Introduction 
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In the backdrop of the Raisina dialogue happening in the wake of a pandemic, the question of the 

role played by these think tanks in foreign policy is crucial to be analysed. Due to their expanding 

roles and particular connections, a number of Indian foreign policy think tanks have become 

important players to watch and engage with. 

Body 

Background 

1. By 1965, India was engaged in wars with its neighbouring countries, and out of such bilateral 

crises were born think tanks of the stature of the Institute of Defence and Strategic Analysis (IDSA) in 

New Delhi, with help from the Ministry of Defence. 

2. IDSA’s mission is to promote national and international security through the generation and 

dissemination of knowledge on defence and security-related issues. 

3. The 1980s saw a new wave in the rise and growth of think tanks in India. International affairs 

became the primary focus and, with it, we saw the emergence of New Delhi–based autonomous 

policy research institutes like the Research and Information System for Developing Countries (RIS) in 

1984. 

4. RIS, supported by the Ministry of External Affairs, works on South–South cooperation and 

capacity building of developing countries on economic issues. 

5. The Seventh Five Year Plan (1985-1990) brought think tanks into the government 

programme fold alright, but they were yet to be a voice to reckon with. 

6. They remained relegated in the background, playing an insignificant role in government 

policy making. 

7. Their area of influence, however, gradually started to widen post 1990s, with the think tanks 

participating in peace talks and larger bilateral issues. 

8. Establishment of the Delhi Policy Group in 1992 and that of The Liberty Institute in 1996 

were a result of this. 

Role of think tanks in foreign policy of India 

1. Think tanks play an important role in bridging the gap between research activities and policy 

making. 

2. They play an important role in pre- and post-decision-making stages and help to provide 

policy makers with subject matter expertise. 

3. IDSA for instance played an important role in conveying India’s stand on nuclear policy to 

the international community through various track 2 dialogues. 

4. Think tanks provide a neutral platform to discuss contentious issues for political leaders, 

bureaucrats and military officials to discuss contentious issues like border disputes or water sharing 

agreements. 

5. They provide assessment on emerging issues. Think tanks have been involved in research 

activities on areas like environmental degradation, climate change, maritime pollution. 
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6. The Centre for Science and Environment has been one of the top ranked environmental 

policy think tanks in the world and has been at the forefront of communicating the urgency for 

sustainable and equitable development. 

7. The influence they can wield in areas of geopolitics and security can help reposition political 

parleys and give new dimensions to trade agreements. 

8. The new think tanks’ greater visibility reflects a more intensive engagement with the 

government. 

9. Importantly, these think tanks have developed networks and set up new platforms to 

promote dialogue, including high-profile international conferences, bilateral and multilateral 

exchanges, and closed-door networking events. 

Conclusion 

In addition to supplying experts for incoming administrations, think tanks provide departing officials 

with institutional settings in which they can share insights gleaned from government service, remain 

engaged in pressing foreign policy debates, and constitute an informal shadow foreign affairs 

establishment. 

Analyse the role of changing global order in shaping India’s aspirations to be the 

leader of the Digital Data Revolution. (250 words) 
Reference:  The Hindu 
Why the question: 
The article explains in what way India has a key role to play in the hyper-connected world. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Analyse the role of changing global order in shaping India’s aspirations to be the leader of the Digital 
Data Revolution. 
Directive: 
Analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with brief understanding of the question. 
Body: 
The answer body must have the following aspects covered: 
Firstly, talk about the nuances of digital data revolution. 
Then explain the current conditions of data and the associated global order. 
Discuss the strategic groupings in this new global order, Explain how India alone straddles both U.S. 
and China-led strategic groupings, providing an equity-based perspective to competing visions. 
Conclude the benefits India has and the role it must play to become a leader. 
Conclusion: 
It must be prepared to play a key role in moulding rules for the hyper-connected world, facing off 
both the U.S. and China to realize its potential of becoming the second-largest economy. 
Introduction 

Body 

National security will depend on digital technologies like cyber security, Artificial intelligence (AI) etc. 

India must enhance its own capabilities and set the rules for global framework by balancing state led 

(China) – market led (USA) mechanisms through a public centric model. 
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Conclusion 

Changing global order 

1. First, because of the nature and pervasiveness of digital data, military and civilian systems 

are symbiotic. 

2. Cybersecurity is national security, and this requires both a new military doctrine and a 

diplomatic framework. 

3. Second, the blurring of distinctions between domestic and foreign policy and the 

replacement of global rules with issue-based understanding converge with the growth of 

smartphone-based e-commerce, which ensures that massive amounts of data give a sustained 

productivity advantage to Asia. 

4. Third, data streams are now at the centre of global trade and countries’ economic and 

national power. 

5. India, thus, has the capacity to negotiate new rules as an equal with the U.S. and China. 

India’s aspirations as a leader of digital revolution 

1. Firstly, India has the world’s second largest Mobile user-base. Just for thought, let us 

imagine the capability of 1.2 billion connected people & the numerous opportunities it can generate 

for them. What was seen as India’s disadvantage all along is finally proving to be an advantage. 

2. Secondly, India is now the most sought-after destination for IT and Outsourcing. We boast a 

huge talent pool that most Fortune 500 companies are eyeing, making it a huge asset for us. 

3. Eventually leading to a paradigm shift from the traditional role to that of the flag-bearers of 

innovation and excellence. 

4. Thirdly, we are showing clear signs of evolving as a multi-trillion-dollar economy. 

5. This makes our future look brighter than ever. And last but not the least, Government of 

India has been extremely supportive in creating opportunities and accelerating innovation, which in 

turn puts our country on a growth trajectory never imagined before. 

6. These critical pillars make India the apt epicentre for Digital Revolution to happen. 

Conclusion 

India’s goal is to become a $5-trillion economy by 2025. While the country is fast-tracking its digital 

rupee, the challenge is promoting engagement with major powers while retaining its data for 

innovation and competitive advantage. 

Carbon Credit 

“By raising energy prices overall, carbon pricing creates incentives for households and 

firms to shift toward greener options, while promoting energy efficiency, boosting 

green investments and spurring innovation”, Elucidate. (250 words) 
Reference:  Economic Times 
Why the question: 
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The article is amidst the growing consensus that carbon pricing was the most efficient and cost-
effective way to curbing emissions. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Explain in what way carbon pricing creates incentives for households and firms to shift toward 
greener options. 
Directive: 
Elucidate – Give a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the particular context. 
You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with relevant associated 
facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with what carbon pricing is. 
Body: 
The answer body must have the following aspects covered: 
Explain the concept of carbon pricing. A carbon price gives an economic signal to polluting businesses 
to reduce and eventually discontinue their harmful activities emitting CO2 and other GHG. In this 
way, carbon pricing aims to stimulate the development of new, greener, more efficient, low-carbon 
technologies. 
Discuss the merits and demerits of it. 
Carbon pricing helps express carbon emissions in monetary terms which makes it relatively simpler 
for businesses to incorporate this figure into their financial planning and strategies. Carbon price 
helps shift the burden for the damage back to those who are responsible for it, and who can reduce 
it. 
Carbon price as a planning tool helps identify revenue opportunities and risks to reduce costs, 
emissions and guide capital investment decisions. For businesses, it can mean gradually transforming 
into a greener and sustainable model, which in all likelihood, is the way for the future. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with importance. 
Introduction 

Carbon pricing is an approach to reducing carbon emissions (also referred to as greenhouse gas, or 

GHG, emissions) that uses market mechanisms to pass the cost of emitting on to emitters.  Its broad 

goal is to discourage the use of carbon dioxide–emitting fossil fuels in order to protect the 

environment, address the causes of climate change, and meet national and international climate 

agreements. 

Recently, the IMF noted that that there was a growing consensus that carbon pricing was the most 

efficient and cost-effective way to curbing emissions. A carbon price that starts low and rises steadily 

could help Asian countries reach their targets under the Paris climate accord over the next decade. 

Body 

Types of carbon pricing 

1. There are many ways to a put a price on carbon. One is a carbon tax, a fee levied on the use 

of fossil fuels, based on how much CO2 they emit, which makes dirty fuels more expensive and 

incentivises efficiency and clean energy. 

2. Another is a carbon price in a carbon market (or carbon trading scheme), which requires 

companies to acquire licences to emit carbon, with the price set amongst themselves based the 

number of permits and ability of companies to reduce emissions and sell their ‘spare’ credits. 
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Carbon pricing and green economy 

1. A key aspect of carbon pricing is the “polluter pays” principle. 

2. By putting a price on carbon, society can hold emitters responsible for the serious costs of 

adding GHG emissions to the atmosphere; these costs include polluted air, warming temperatures, 

and various attendants ills (threats to public health and to food and water supplies, increased risk of 

certain dangerous weather events). 

3. Putting a price on carbon can likewise create financial incentives for polluters to reduce 

emissions. 

4. For any carbon price to be effective, it must be high enough to provide a real incentive, and 

stable enough to allow companies to plan around it. 

5. The aim is that polluting firms will pay up in the short term, be forced to clean up in the 

medium term, and be pushed out of business by their greener competitors in the long term. 

6. The best policies will have clearly structured trading schemes or taxes, sending strong price 

signals across a large share of national emissions, and with the potential to be integrated at a 

regional level. 

7. Thus, polluters must change their behaviour and technology, rather than just relocate their 

emissions. 

8. Strong, predictable and rising carbon prices send an important signal to markets, helping to 

align expectations on the direction of change, thereby steering consumption choices and the type of 

investments made in infrastructure and innovation. 

9. They also raise fiscal revenues that can be put to productive uses. 

10. Around 40 national jurisdictions and over 20 cities, states and regions, have adopted or are 

planning explicit carbon prices, covering about 12% of global GHG emissions. 

11. The number of carbon pricing instruments implemented or scheduled has almost doubled 

from 20 to 38 since 2012. 

Conclusion 

Article 6 of the Paris Agreement, which outlines a framework to hold global temperature rise to well 

below 2ºC, includes provisions that would allow countries to cooperate to achieve their Nationally 

Determined Contributions (NDCs), specifically through carbon pricing to meet mitigation 

commitments. Considering the devastating impact of climate change, nations and corporations have 

no choice but to quickly adopt to carbon pricing before transitioning to alternative energy sources. 
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	Indian Constitution- historical underpinnings, evolution, features, amendments, significant provisions and basic structure.
	Discuss in detail the rationale with which Article 244A was inserted in Indian constitution and how it differs from Schedule VI?(250 words)

	Functions and responsibilities of the Union and the States, issues and challenges pertaining to the federal structure, devolution of powers and finances up to local levels and challenges therein.
	Do you think it’s time to take a re-look at the post of governor or at least codify their powers to ensure that tyranny of the unelected does not triumph over popular governments. Analyse with examples. (250 words)

	Parliament and State Legislatures – structure, functioning, conduct of business, powers & privileges and issues arising out of these.
	Explain the rationale behind extension of ordinance making power of the executives in our country. How has it is been often misused? Discuss with suitable examples. (250 words)

	Structure, organization and functioning of the Executive and the Judiciary—Ministries and Departments of the Government; pressure groups and formal/informal associations and their role in the Polity.
	Do you think the opportunities of continuing virtual access to the Supreme Court (SC) provides for free and unhindered justice in the country? Comment. (250 words)
	Access to justice for the deprived is a constitutional decree to ensure fair treatment under our legal system.  In this context, analyse the success of Lok Adalat in India. (250 words)
	A just outcome of a legal process is far more important than expeditious disposal, In this context critically analyse the issues associated with Lok Adalats in India. (250 words)
	Vacancies in the judiciary is aggravated by the disagreements between the Government and Collegium. Critically analyse. (250 words)
	Account for the status of women in Indian Judiciary, examine the benefits of possible wider women representation that is being foreseen in the country with examples. (250 words)
	Explain the concept of judicial federalism in Indian context. Also elaborate how it has helped in ensuring fundamental rights of citizens and holding executive accountable . (250 words)
	By highlighting Apex court’s direction on police reforms under Prakash Singh judgment analyse the challenges in implementing the same. (250 words)
	Tying in retired HC judges to clear the accumulation of cases should not be at the cost of regular appointments. Explain. (250 words)
	Discuss the need to empower Panchayati Raj for stronger parliamentary democracy in the country. (250 words)

	Appointment to various Constitutional posts, powers, functions and responsibilities of various Constitutional Bodies.
	Critically analyse the role and powers of the Election Commission of India (ECI) in conducting free and fair elections. (250 words)
	Critically examine the roles and responsibilities of National Human Rights Commission. (250 words)
	Examine the major reasons for abolition of Intellectual Property Appellate tribunal. Do you think it was a missed opportunity to develop the home-grown jurisprudence on patent law? (250 words)
	There is an increasing perception that those at the helm of India’s independent institutions are too aligned with executive preferences. Discuss in the context of election commission and recent incidences therein. (250 words)

	Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and issues arising out of their design and implementation.
	Enactment of the Places of Worship Act, 1991 in its current format damages the liberty of belief, faith and worship to all. Critically examine. (250 words)
	Myanmar crisis is India’s opportunity to develop long-term refugee policy. Analyse. (250 words)
	The refugee crisis post Junta crackdown in Myanmar brought the debate back on the flaws of refugee protection policies and framework in India. Comment. (250 words)
	Discuss in detail how the Personal Data Protection Bill, 2019, protects users’ interests in the digital economy of today’s world. (250 words)
	Examine the need and significance of protection of personal data of the people in India. (250 words)
	The problems of Prevention of Corruption Act (PoCA), 1988 was only partially addressed by the amendments of 2018. There is a need for a delicate balancing act between probity and economic activity. Critically examine. (250 words)
	In the context of increasing labour migration due to covid pandemic, critically analyze the steps initiated by government to ensure food and employment security. (250 words)
	Boost in capital expenditure is seen as effective instrument to spur economic growth in long term. Critically Analyze. (250 words)
	A sector led, action based approach could provide the framework to drive low carbon transformation in our country. Comment. (250 words)
	Analyse the nuances of sovereign control of the State over the temples. (250 words)
	“Enactment of the Places of Worship Act, 1991 in its current format damages the liberty of belief, faith and worship to all”, do you agree? Critically analyse. (250 words)

	Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and States and the performance of these schemes; mechanisms, laws, institutions and Bodies constituted for the protection and betterment of these vulnerable sections.
	Discuss in what way cooperatives and unions can prove to be pathways to financial stability for women dairy farmers in the country. (250 words)
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