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Indian culture will cover the salient aspects of Art Forms, Literature and 

Architecture from ancient to modern times. 

Account for the contributions of Basavanna to Indian Literature and philosophy.  (250 

words) 
Reference: nationaljournals.com 
Why the question: 
The question is in the event of Basava Jayanthi celebrated last week. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Account for the contributions of Basavanna to Indian Literature and philosophy. 
Directive: 
Account – Weigh up to what extent something is true. Persuade the reader of your argument by 
citing relevant research but also remember to point out any flaws and counter- arguments as well. 
Conclude by stating clearly how far you are in agreement with the original proposition. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with brief introduction of who Basavanna was. Basavanna or Lord Basaveshwara was an Indian 
12th-century statesman, philosopher, a poet and Lingayats saint in the Shiva-focussed Bhakti 
movement and a social reformer in Karnataka. He lived during the reign of the Kalyani 
Chalukya/Kalachuri dynasty. He was active during the rule of both dynasties but reached his peak of 
influence during the rule of King Bijjala II in Karnataka, India. 
Body: 
Explain that his teachings and philosophy transcend all boundaries and address the universal and 
eternal. 
Discuss in detail his contributions to the Indian society. Role and influences of Basavanna as a social 
reformer 
Explain the bringing of Lingayat faith by him, his contributions through Vachanas etc. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that Basavanna gave rise to a system of ethics and education at once simple and exalted. 
Introduction 

Basavanna was a 12th-century philosopher, statesman, Kannada poet and a social reformer during 

the reign of the Kalachuri-dynasty king Bijjala I in Karnataka, India. Basavanna spread social 

awareness through his poetry, popularly known as Vachanaas. Basavanna rejected gender or social 

discrimination, superstitions and rituals. 

Body 

Background 

1. He rejected gender or social discrimination, superstitions and rituals but introduced 

Ishtalinga with an image of the Shiva Liṅga, to every person regardless of his or her birth, to be a 

constant reminder of one’s bhakti (devotion) to Shiva. 

2. He established the Anubhava Mantapa(the “hall of spiritual experience”), a place that 

Allamaprabhu and Akka Mahadevi became a part of. 

3. Anubhava Mantapa was established as a spiritual and socio-religious academy. It welcomed 

men and women from all socio-economic backgrounds to discuss spiritual and mundane questions 

of life, in open 

4. Basava was later conferred the title of Basavanna (Basava, the elder brother). 
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Basavanna’s contribution to Indian Literature 

1. Basaveshwara and his associate Sharanas started and enriched a literary form that had a 

universality of appeal, the Vachana or Brief Prose — Poetry lyric. 

2. Vachana literature committed to social upliftment and self realization was simple enough to 

be understood by the most ignorant and great enough to be admired by the sophisticated. 

3. Several works are attributed to Basavanna, which are revered in the Lingayat community. 

4. These include various Vachana such as the Shat-sthala-vachana (discourses of the six stages 

of salvation), Kala-jnana-vachana (forecasts of the future), Mantra-gopya, Ghatna Chakra-vachana 

and Raja-yoga-vachan. 

Basavanna’s contribution to Philosophy 

1. Basavanna grew up in a family with a tradition of Shaivism. As a leader, he developed and 

inspired a new devotional movement named Virashaivas, or “ardent, heroic worshippers of Shiva”. 

2. Vira Shaiva movement developed a school of poor priests. It abolished the old priestly class. 

3. It adopted the vernacular as the medium for inculcating the supreme truth into the people. 

It gave to women an important place in religious and social life. 

4. It prescribed one ideal of realisation for every individual, high or low. 

5. This movement shared its roots in the ongoing Tamil Bhakti movement, particularly the 

Shaiva Nayanars traditions, over the 7th- to 11th-century. 

6. However, Basava championed devotional worship that rejected temple worship and rituals 

led by Brahmins and replaced it with personalized direct worship of Shiva through practices such as 

individually worn icons and symbols like a small linga. 

7. This approach brought Shiva’s presence to everyone and at all times, without gender, class 

or caste discrimination. 

8. Basavanna staunchly believed in a caste-less society where each individual had equal 

opportunity to rise up in life. 

9. To give force to the noble mission, he conceptualised Anubhava Mantapa– an academy of 

mystics, saints and philosophers of the Lingayata faith and acted as the fountainhead of thoughts on 

common human values and ethics. 

10. His poems, such as Basavanna 703, speak of strong sense of gender equality and community 

bond, willing to wage war for the right cause, yet being a fellow “devotees’ bride” at the time of his 

or her need. 

Conclusion 

During twelfth century Lord Basaveshwara brought the revolution in various facets and stood against 

the social evils of the traditionalistic society. Being India’s first thinker, he became the social 

reformer. Basaveshwara has contributed immensely towards the well-being of society and overall 

development of human relations. 
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Initial Buddhist Stupa-art, while depicting folk themes and stories, magnificently 

illustrated Buddhist ideals. Explain. (250 words) 
Reference:  Indian Express 
Why the question: 
On this Buddha Jayanti, Buddha Purnima, or Vesak — India’s largest statue of the Reclining Buddha 
was to have been installed at Bodh Gaya. The ceremony has been put off due to Covid-19 restrictions. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss the significance of initial Buddhist Stupa art and explain in what way they depicted Buddhist 
ideals. 
Directive: 
Explain – Clarify the topic by giving a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the 
particular context. You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with 
relevant associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Stupas are one of the world’s oldest temples that host mortal remains of Buddhist monks. The 
structures of the Stupas are designed in a unique manner that depicts the underlying Buddhist 
philosophy and message. 
Body: 
Firstly discuss the timeline of the use of Buddhist Stupas. 
Comment on the Buddhist philosophy depicted on Stupas. Anda -Anda is the spherical dome that 
encloses the mortal remains of Buddhist monks preserved for worship by followers. The anda 
represents the world mountain, which rises through the center of the Buddhist universe. Yasti – The 
yasti, which rises through the top of the anda, symbolizes the axis mundi, the point at the center of 
the universe that connects heaven and Earth. 
Harmika- The yasti is surrounded by a small fence called the harmika. In Buddhist tradition, fences 
are used to gate off sacred areas. Torana – The toranas provide the main instructional areas, 
because they are covered with carvings of religious scenes and tales of the Buddha. Chhatra – The 
three stone disks on the yasti, called chatras for short, represent the three jewels of Buddhism: the 
Buddha (Siddhartha Gautama), the Dharma (the Law) and the Sangha (the monastic community). 
They’re sometimes also called the Teacher, the Teaching and the Taught. 
Conclusion: 
Thus, Stupas can be considered as teachings of Buddha depicted in structural form, which not only 
acts as religious place of worship but helps in propagating message of Buddhism. 
Introduction 

It is perhaps only in Buddhism that a particular structure has been recommended by its founder for 

worship and salvation, for the Stupa enables the worshiper to not only think of the Buddha as an 

imminent reality (by regarding the Stupa as a visual manifestation of the Buddha), but also 

epitomizes his enlightenment and nirvana. In this way the Buddhist Stupa transcends its 

predecessor, the burial mound or tumulus, by shifting the emphasis from a particular relic to a 

higher transcendental actuality as realized by the Buddha, i.e. the Buddha’s attainment and the 

worshiper’s goal. 

Body 
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Stupa-art illustrates Buddhist ideals 

1. Sanchi, Sarnath, Amaravati and Bharhut stupas are the oldest examples of Early Buddhist 

stupa art. The Birth, Enlightenment, First Sermon and Great Departure are depicted using various 

motifs in these stupas. 

2. The Jataka stories were depicted on the torans of Stupas. The Jataka stories are a method of 

teaching Buddhists the lessons of karma, samsara and dharma. The overall structure of the Jataka 

Tales is about the cycle of samsara that the Buddha had to experience before reaching 

enlightenment. 

3. The main structure of the Great Stupa consisted of a flattened hemispherical dome, called 

an anda, placed atop a cylindrical base. Anda, represents the infinite dome of heaven and signifies 

the cycle of birth, death and rebirth. 

4. The harmika, located at the summit of the anda, symbolized the zenith beyond life and 

death (nirvana). Its resemblance to a sacrificial altar was of particular significance for the attainment 

of nirvana required the sacrifice of the self and the world (what was below needed to be sacrificed 

to reach the top). 

5. The parasol was always a distinguishing feature that implied royalty and dignity; it 

symbolized the sacred Tree of Life or enlightenment. 

6. The three elements of the chattra at Sanchi represented the Three Jewels of Buddhism: the 

Buddha, the Dharma (the Law), and the Sangha (the community of monks). 

7. The chhatra is thought to be a tree as explained by Govinda in the Psychocosmic symbolism 

of the Buddhist stupas : “the spiritual birth of the world starts in the mind of man, and the Tree of 

Life grows out of his own heart, the center of his world, and spreads into ever new infinities, into 

ever higher and purer realms, until it has turned into a Tree of Enlightenment.” 
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8. Vedikas were repeated around the stupa and on the terrace on which the anda rested 

(medhi level). They served to demarcate the boundary of the sacred precinct with the secular world. 

Conclusion 

The Jataka tales narrating the stories and ideals of Buddhism such as ahimsa or non-violence and 

nature conservation are also shown through the animal motifs like lion, bull, horse, stag etc on 

Stupas. Thus, early Stupa’s not only were relics but also a source of Buddhist ideals. 

Modern Indian history from about the middle of the eighteenth century until the 

present- significant events, personalities, issues. 

Of all the battles fought by British, the Battle of Buxar cemented  the way for 

expansion and consolidation of British Empire in India. Elucidate. (250 words) 
Reference:  Modern Indian history by Spectrum Publications 
Why the question: 
The question is from the static portions of GS paper I , part Modern history. 
Key Demand of the question: 
One is expected to bring out the importance of Battle of Buxar and in what way it paved way to 
expansion and consolidation of British Empire in India. 
Directive: 
Elucidate – Give a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the particular context. 
You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with relevant associated 
facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Brief about the battle of Buxar. 
Body: 
The Battle of Buxar was fought on 22 October 1764 between the forces under the command of the 
British East India Company, led by Hector Munro, and the combined armies of Mir Qasim, Nawab of 
Bengal till 1763; the Nawab of Awadh; and the Mughal Emperor Shah Alam II. 
British East India Company emerged victorious defeating the Mughal forces. The war ended by the 
signing of the Treaty of Allahabad in 1765. 
Elaborate the consequences of the battle to show how it paved way for expansion and consolidation 
of the British Empire in India. 
Explain that the Battle of Buxar had far-reaching implications in the consolidation of the British 
Empire in India. It influenced the politico-economic conditions of Bengal in particular and of India in 
general. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with importance. 
Introduction 

The Battles of Plassey (1757) and Buxar (1764) are watershed moments in Modern Indian history as 

they marked the beginning on the rise of British colonial rule in India. They had far-reaching 

implications in the consolidation of the British Empire in India. It influenced the politico-economic 

conditions of Bengal in particular and of India in general. 

Body 

Background to Buxar 
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1. The Battle of Plassey resulted at the end of the French forces and was a major turning point 

in modern Indian history that led to the consolidation of the British rule in India. 

2. The British became the paramount European power in Bengal. 

Battle of Buxar: Consequences 

1. The defeat of the Great Mughal House was very significant and it stamped the British troops 

as one of the potent forces of the Indian subcontinent. 

2. The Treaty of Allahabad formally gave the British East India Company the right to exact 

revenue from the eastern province of Bengal which turned the economic fortune of the company. 

1. Robert Clive set up the infamous dual system of administration in Bengal wherein the 

Company acquired the real power, while the responsibility of administration rested on the Nawab of 

Bengal. 

2. Under the ‘dual’ or double government system, the Company got both the Diwani (revenue) 

and nizamat (civil administration) functions of Bengal. 

3. Thus, virtual power went into the hands of Britishers without any responsibility which 

created confusions, anarchy and economic loot of India began. 

3. The British victory at Buxar ensured that there were no significant forces left to challenge its 

position in the eastern part of the subcontinent. 

4. The defeat of the Nawab of Awadh created a buffer state which effectively created a wall 

between the Britishers and the notorious Marathas. 

5. Through the Residents, the Company officials began interfering in the internal affairs of 

Indian states. 

Conclusion 

If the Battle of Plassey had made the English a powerful factor in the politics of Bengal, the victory of 

Buxar made them a great power of North India and contenders for the supremacy of the whole 

country. The Buxar battle resulted in strong foothold of British as not only economic power but also 

political power in India. 

Account for the contributions of Gopal Krishna Gokhale as a social reformer and 

educationalist of modern India. (250 words) 
Reference:  Indian Express 
Why the question: 
The Prime Minister of India paid tribute to Gopal Krishna Gokhale on his Jayanti. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Account for the contributions of Gopal Krishna Gokhale as a social reformer and educationalist of 
modern India. 
Directive: 
Account – Weigh up to what extent something is true. Persuade the reader of your argument by 
citing relevant research but also remember to point out any flaws and counter- arguments as well. 
Conclude by stating clearly how far you are in agreement with the original proposition. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with brief background of the question. 
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Body: 
Gopal Krishna Gokhale was born on 9th May, 1866 in Kotluk village in present-day Maharashtra 
(then part of the Bombay Presidency). Gokhale worked towards social empowerment, expansion of 
education, and struggle for freedom in India for three decades and rejected the use of reactionary or 
revolutionary ways. 
Account for his role as a social reformer and educationalist with instances in the modern history. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with importance. 
Introduction 

Gopal Krishna Gokhale, born on May 9th, 1866 was a renowned social reformer of India and was one 

of the leaders of the moderate bloc of the Indian National Congress. He was known to be the 

Mahatma Gandhi’s political mentor. 

Body 

Background 

1. In 1889, Gokhale joined the INC motivated by his mentor, social reformer M G Ranade. 

2. He fought along with a host of other leaders and reformers for more political rights for the 

Indian people. He was a moderate. He did not believe in radical demands altogether and wished for 

peaceful and non-confrontationist methods to acquire rights and privileges from the government. 

3. This is where he came into conflict with the extremist faction of the INC, especially Bal 

Gangadhar Tilak. 

4. He was elected as Honorary Secretary of the Sarvajanik Sabha, Pune in 1890. 

5. In 1893, Gokhale became the Secretary of the Bombay Provincial Conference and in 1895, he 

served as the Joint Secretary of the INC along with Tilak. 

6. Gokhale believed in working with the colonial government to bring about social reforms in 

society. He was voted to the Legislative Council of Bombay in 1899, and also to the Governor-

General’s Imperial Council in 1901. 

Contributions of Gopal Krishna Gokhale as social reformer and educationalist 

1. Gopal Krishna Gokhale, the liberal leader of Indian National Congress, founded the Servants 

of India Society in 1905. 

2. The aim of the society was to train national missionaries for the service of India; to promote, 

by all constitutional means, the, true interests of the Indian people; and to prepare a cadre of 

selfless workers who were to devote their lives to the cause of the country in a religious spirit. 

3. He wanted Indians to receive an education that would instil in them a civic and patriotic 

sense of duty. 

4. As part of the Society’s activities, he arranged mobile libraries and schools. He also 

gave night classes to industrial workers. 

5. He was a renowned Economist and his speech on a budget in the Central Legislative Council 

portrayed his sound and thorough statistical skills. 

6. Gopal Krishna Gokhale played a major role in the Morley-Minto reforms. 
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7. In 1908, Gokhale founded the ‘Ranade Institute of Economics’. He discouraged the 

untouchability and caste-system, pleaded for the liberation of women and supported the cause of 

female education. 

8. Gokhale visited Mahatma Gandhi in South Africa in 1912 on the latter’s request. He 

famously mentored to the father of the nation, who returned to India at Gokhale’s request. 

9. In India, Gokhale toured the whole country mobilising public opinion in support of the 

Indians in South Africa. 

10. Gokhale put to constructive use the opportunity to debate in the councils by demanding 

universal primary education, attacking repressive policies and drawing attention to the plight of 

indentured labour and Indian workers in South Africa. 

Conclusion 

Gokhale’s involvement in a wide range of public and legislative bodies and his commitment to the 

advancement of education, strained him physically. Excessive exertion and the resulting exhaustion 

aggravated his diabetes and cardiac asthma. The end came peacefully, and the great humanitarian 

leader passed away on February 19, 1915 in Poona. 

Discuss the contribution of Savitribai Phule in empowerment of women and in fight 

against caste discrimination. (250 words) 
Reference:  Indian Express 
Why the question: 
The question is from the static portions of GS paper I , part Modern Indian history – Important 
personalities. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss the contribution of Savitribai Phule in empowerment of women and in fight against caste 
discrimination. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with who Savitribai Phule was. 
Body: 
India was ahead in terms of recognizing this lacuna and the country was fortunate to witness 
Savitribai Phule, who took it on her to lead the gender justice movement in India, Savitribai Phule not 
only fought for right education for girls but also for the right to dignity for widows. She was the first 
female teacher of the first women’s school in India. Savitribai Phule’s contribution to education 
remains unparalleled. 
She was a courageous lady who taught women, especially those coming from socially and 
economically deprived segments of the society. Her interest in reading, studying and teaching was 
the hallmark of her work and personality. She was an institution builder who initiated and sustained 
schools in Dalit neighborhoods and ensured that education reached those who were traditionally 
excluded from access to sources of knowledge. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with significance of her contributions. 
Introduction 
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Savitribai was born on January 3, 1831, in Naigaon village in Maharashtra. She is formally recognised 

as India’s first female teacher. Savitribai played a pivotal role in women’s empowerment with the 

support of her husband, Jyotiba Phule. 

Body 

Background 

1. Born in a family of socially backward Mali community, Savitribai was illiterate when she 

married to Jyotiba at the tender age of nine. 

2. Fortunately, Jyotiba strongly believed in the power of education in removing social 

inequalities. 

3. He decided to start this revolution at home by teaching his wife to read and write, much 

against the family diktat. 

4. Initially, he taught her when she brought lunch for him in the field. Later, Jyotiba admitted 

Savitribai to a teachers’ training Institute in Pune. 

5. After the training, Savitribai started teaching girls at Maharwada in Pune. Here, Sagunabai, 

Jyotiba’s mentor and also an activist, supported Savitribai’s efforts in this direction. 

Savitribai Phule’s contribution to women empowerment 

1. Later, the couple along with Sagunabai, started their own school at Bhide Wada, which 

became India’s first girl’s school run by Indians. The school started with the nine girls, but the 

number increased to 25 gradually. Later, three more schools were opened for girls in Pune, with 

nearly 150 students altogether. 

2. Special emphasis was given to subjects like English, science, mathematics and social studies. 

Consequently, the number of girls in their schools became higher than the boys enrolled in 

government schools in Pune. 

3. When faced with threats by conservatives to shut down schools, this did not prevent them 

from strongly going ahead with their agenda. 

4. Encouraged by improved enrolment, Phule opened a total of 18 schools for girls across 

Maharashtra from 1848 to 1852. 

5. Afterwards, Jyotiba and Savitribai opened a night school for women and the children of 

those from the working-class community. 

6. They set up 52 free hostels for poor students across Maharashtra. 

7. Savitribai, a true feminist, set up Mahila Seva Mandali to raise awareness among 

women against child marriage, female foeticide and the sati system. 

8. At the time, widows were often sexually exploited and pregnant widows suffered even more 

physical abuse and humiliation. To address this problem, the couple set up ‘Balyata Pratibandak 

Gruha’, a childcare centre for the protection of pregnant widows and rape victims. 

9. Savitribai also encouraged the adoption of children borne out of such sexual abuse. She 

opened an ashram for widows and orphans. 

10. She organised a boycott by barbers against the tradition of head tonsuring of widows. 
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11. Savitribai appealed to women to come out of the caste barriers and encouraged them to sit 

together at her meetings. 

Contribution against caste discrimination 

1. On September 24, 1873, they set up Satya Shodhaka Samaja, a platform which was open to 

all, irrespective of their caste, religion or class hierarchies, with the sole motto to bring about social 

equity. 

2. As an extension, they started, ‘Satya Shodhaka Marriage’ where the marrying couple has to 

take a pledge to promote education and equality. 

3. Likewise, widow re-marriage was also encouraged. Simple ceremonies without priests 

solemnising the wedding were conducted. 

4. Awareness programmes against dowry were also organised. 

5. They also dug a well at their courtyard for untouchables, who had no access to public 

drinking water facilities. 

6. When Jyotiba died in 1890, Savitribai set a new precedent by lighting her husband’s pyre, 

amidst all opposition. 

7. After his death, she dedicated all her time to the activities of Satya Shodhaka Samaja. 

Conclusion 

In commemoration of Savitribai, the University of Pune was renamed as Savitribai Phule Pune 

University in 2015. Her birthday is celebrated as “Balika Din” in Maharashtra every year. Complete 

women’s empowerment is still a distant dream in India. While celebrating her legacy, we must also 

remember the contributions of her husband Jyotiba, who dreamt of equity for women and people of 

lower castes. 

Assess the importance of the accounts of the Chinese and Arab travellers in the 

reconstruction of the history of India. (250 words) 
Reference:  Previous Year question: CSE2018 , Modern Indian History by Spectrum Publications 
Why the question: 
The question is from the static portions of GS paper I. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss the importance of the accounts of the Chinese and Arab travellers in the reconstruction of the 
history of India. 
Directive: 
Assess – When asked to assess, you have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with brief background of the question. 
Body: 
Reconstruction of Indian history of the ancient and medieval era is a daunting task owing to lack of 
chronological records, and subjectivity in the interpretation of archaeological and literary sources. 
In this context, accounts of foreign travellers, who were eye witnesses to the events that occurred at 
that time, become an important source to corroborate other sources of history. 
Discuss the contributions of Chinese and Arab accounts. 
Conclusion: 
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Conclude that though there are issues associated with the reliability of the accounts provided by 
these travellers owing to their personal biases, still they are key sources for finding out the missing 
links in the reconstruction of Indian history. 
Introduction 

The history of India in various epochs can be reconstructed as a result of detailed account left by 

foreign travellers, mainly the Chinese in ancient India and Arab travellers during medieval period. 

From Mauryan empire to Vijayanagar empire, foreign travellers have added to the reconstruction of 

history. 

Body 

Accounts of travellers 

1. Foreign travellers in the past played a more profound role than tourists of the present day. 

2. They were agents of civilizational contact and exchange, bringing with them new ideas, skills 

and technologies and returning with new knowledge. 

3. They left elaborate records of their travels often mentioning facts that native writers simply 

took for granted and hence ignored. 

4. Chinese travellers visited India during the Gupta and Post-Gupta period when Buddhism was 

prominent while notable Arab travellers can be seen during the medieval period with the advent of 

Islamic rulers. 

Significance of account of Chinese and Arab travellers 

1. Fahien: The famous Chinese pilgrim, Fahien visited India during the reign of Chandragupta 

II. Fahien provides valuable information on the religious, social and economic condition of the Gupta 

empire. 

1. According to him, Buddhism was in a flourishing condition in the north-western India but in 

the Gangetic valley it was in a state of neglect. He refers to the Gangetic valley as the ‘land of 

Brahmanism’. 

2. According to him the economic condition of the empire was prosperous. 

3. His observations on social conditions are found to be exaggerated. Yet, his accounts are 

useful to know the general condition of the country. 

2. Hiuen Tsang: Hiuen Tsang was the Chinese traveler who visited India in the seventh century 

A.D. He gave insight into social and economic life during the time of Harsha. 

0. Hiuen Tsang portray the social life in the times of Harsha. The fourfold division of the 

society – Brahmin, Kshatriya, Vysya and Sudra – was prevalent. 

1. Hiuen Tsang describes the glory of the monastery with many storeys built by Harsha 

at Nalanda. 

3. Al Baruni: Al Baruni was the first islamic chronicler in India and visited India along with 

Mahmud Ghazni. He studied Indian way of life by learning Sanskrit. He was able to understand vedas 

and other sacred texts. He explains the religious condition during his visit especially in city of 

Varanasi. His accounts are mentioned in the book ‘Kitab-e-Hind’. 
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4. Ibn Batuta: Ibn Batuta visited during the Tuglaq dynasty in Sultanate period. He explains the 

life during Mahmud Bin Tughlaq especially law and order in the kingdom. He even functioned as the 

chief Qazi during his stay in Delhi. He also travelled across India and was able to mention the life in 

the deep south especially the Pallavas. He mentions his experiences in the book ‘Rihala’. 

5. Abdur Razak: He visited the Vijayanagara kingdom during reign of Devaraya 2 of Sangama 

dynasty. He describes the richness of the kingdom and also revenue system of the kingdom. His 

description about trade in Vijayanagara has been at the centre of appreciation. He also describes the 

architecture and glory of the city of Hampi. 

 Conclusion 

Thus, the description of travellers plays an important role in identifying the political, economic and 

social conditions of ancient India. This also helps historians to chronicle Indian history in a better 

organized way. 

The Freedom Struggle – its various stages and important contributors 

/contributions from different parts of the country. 

Discuss in what way the policies of Jawaharlal Nehru aided in the nation-building and 

post-independence consolidation of India. (250 words) 
Reference:  jetir.org 
Why the question: 
The question is from the static portions of GS paper I, part Modern Indian history. 
Key Demand of the question: 
One is expected to discuss in what way the policies of Jawaharlal Nehru aided in the nation-building 
and post-independence consolidation of India. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start the answer by briefly explaining the challenges faced by the newly independent India. 
Body: 
The answer body must discuss Nehru’s role in post-independence consolidation and nation building. 
Discuss how Jawaharlal Nehru became the first Prime Minister of Independent India and initiated a 
slew of reforms and policies that helped in nation building and post-independence consolidation of 
India. He established the State Reorganization Committee to fulfill regional aspirations of the people 
which would lower the chances of them wanting to cede from the nation. Refugees from Pakistan 
were given shelter and attempts were made to reduce communalism. He believed that socialism and 
democracy were not contradictory but complementary to each other etc. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with significance of his contributions. 
Introduction 

Jawahar Lal Nehru (1889-1964) was the first Prime Minister of India and a control figure in Indian 

Politics before and after independence. He emerged as the paramount leader of the Indian 

independence movement under the tutelage of Mahatma Gandhi and ledIndia from its 

establishment as an independent nation in 1947 until his death in 1964. 
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Body 

Nehruvian Policies that aided nation building post Independence 

1. Consolidation of the nation: Nehru took a firm stance against the possible division of India 

into smaller principalities. He established the State Reorganization Committee to fulfil regional 

aspirations of the people which would lower the chances of them wanting to cede from the nation. 

This way he strengthened the unity. 

2. Rehabilitation of refugees: Refugees from Pakistan were given shelter and attempts were 

made to reduce communalism. 

3. Secularism: It was mainly due to Jawahar Lal Nehru’s efforts that India emerged as a secular 

state in the mid-twentieth century. Much before independence, he played a heroic role in the 

development of a secular basis for Indian polity. This helped in building the narrative of ‘Unity in 

Diversity’. 

4. Welfare state: Nehru was a practical idealist and believed that socialism and democracy 

were not contradictory but complementary to each other. He wanted to build a welfare state for 

the equitable distribution of wealth. 

5. Planning Commission: Nehru, a pragmatic socialist understood the importance of the 

welfare state in a country which does not have sufficient infrastructure, established a planning 

commission for long term planning of social schemes. 

6. Non-Alllignment Policy (NAM): Nehru, being the Foreign Minister, did not want to join 

either of the power blocs. Also he did not want India to remain aloof from world politics. Therefore, 

Nehru’s visionary approach to establish NAM with other third world countries proved to be an ideal 

foreign policy approach. 

Conclusion 

The period of Nehru is recorded in the history as “Nehruvian Era” during which democracy took the 

roots; and social, economic, cultural and educational development for the nation building. Despite 

facing daunting tasks, he was successful in maintaining and strengthening the nation. 

What were the aims and objectives of the Indian National Congress at the time of its 

inception? Discuss how far was it successful to achieve the targets (250 words) 
Reference:  Modern Indian history by Spectrum Publications 
Why the question: 
The question is from the static portions of GS paper I , part Modern history. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss the details of the aims and objectives of the Indian National Congress at the time of its 
inception and its success. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with the situation prevalent at the time of formation of Indian National Congress (INC). 
Body: 
The answer body must have the following aspects covered: 
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Explain the aims and objectives of the INC at the time of its inception. In the later 1870s and early 
1880s, a solid ground had been prepared for the establishment of an all-India organisation. The final 
shape to this idea was given by a retired English civil servant, A.O. Hume, who mobilized leading 
intellectuals of the time and, with their cooperation, organized the first session of the Indian National 
Congress in December 1885. 
Evaluate the success of INC to achieve the targets in its early phase. Also present the challenges 
associated. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with importance. 
Introduction 

In the later 1870s and early 1880s, a solid ground had been prepared for the establishment of an all-

India organisation. The final shape to this idea was given by a retired English civil servant, A.O. 

Hume, who mobilized leading intellectuals of the time and, with their cooperation, organized the 

first session of the Indian National Congress in December 1885. 

Body 

The first session of the Indian National Congress was, attended by 72 delegates and presided over by 

WC Banerjee. Hereafter, the Congress met every year in December, in a different part of the country 

each time. 

Aims and objectives of INC at the time of its inception 

These were as follows 

1. To establish a democratic, nationalist movement; 

2. Politicise and politically educate people; 

3. Establish the headquarters for a ‘movement; 

4. Promote friendly relations among nationalist political workers from different parts of the 

country; 

5. Develop and propagate an anti-colonial nationalist ideology; 

6. Formulate and present popular demands before the Government with a view to unifying the 

people over a common economic and political programme; 

7. Develop and consolidate a feeling of national unity among people irrespective of religion, 

caste or province. 

8. Carefully promote and nurture Indian nationhood. 

Early success of the nationalists from Indian National Congress 

1. The early nationalists, led by Dadabhai Naoroji, R.C. Dutt, Dinshaw Wacha and others, 

carefully analysed the political economy of British rule in India, and put forward, the drain theory to 

explain British exploitation of India. 

2. To mitigate the deprivation characterising Indian life, the early nationalists demanded 

severance of India’s economic subservience to Britain and development of an independent economy 

through involvement of Indian capital and enterprise. 

3. They represented the most progressive forces of the time. 
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4. They were able to create a wide national awakening of all Indians having common interests 

and the need to rally around a common programme against a common enemy, and above all, the 

feeling of belonging to one nation. 

5. They trained people in political work and popularised modern ideas. 

6. They exposed the basically exploitative character of colonial rule, thus undermining its moral 

foundations. 

7. Their political work was based on hard realities, and not on shallow sentiments, religion, etc. 

8. They were able to establish the basic political truth that India should be ruled in the interest 

of Indians. 

9. They created a solid base for a more vigorous, militant, mass- based national movement in 

the following years. 

Conclusion 

The early nationalists set the stage for more militant trend to emerge during the last decade of 

19th century. Eventually the freedom struggle reached the masses and became one of the most 

spectacular mass movements in history of India culminating in its Independence from colonialism. 

Compare and contrast Non-cooperation movement   from the civil disobedience 

movement. (250 words) 
Reference:  Modern Indian history by Bipin Chandra 
Why the question: 
The question is from the static portions of GS paper I , part modern Indian history. 
Key Demand of the question: 
One is expected to differentiate the Non-cooperation movement   from the civil disobedience 
movement. 
Directive: 
Compare and contrast – provide for a detailed comparison of the two types, their features that are 
similar as well as different. One must provide for detailed assessment of the two. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start the answer by briefly describing the philosophy behind both the movements. 
Body: 
The answer body must compare and contrast the two movements in detail.  Non-cooperation 
movement was launched to unify Hindu and Muslims and to attain Swaraj. On the other hand Civil 
disobedience movement was launched to attain ‘Purna Swaraj’ or complete independence. 
Discuss the mode of operation, methodology, ambition, level mass participation etc. in the two 
movements. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that though both the Non-cooperation movement and civil disobedience movement had 
many differences, they helped break the myth of benevolent despotism of British raj and unifying 
masses for future movement for independence. 
Introduction 

The background to the two movements was provided by a series of events after the First World War 

which belied all hopes of the Government’s generosity towards the Indian subjects. The non-

cooperation and the civil disobedience movements were landmark moments during India’s 

independence struggle. 
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Both played a key role in ensuring that India’s independence from British rule was guaranteed on 

15th August 1947 and both were the brainchild of Mahatma Gandhi. Although both the movements 

had the complete independence of India in mind, the manner in which they were executed and the 

methodology employed were remarkably different. 

Body 

Background 

Non-Cooperation movement (1919-1922): During 1919-22, the British were opposed through two 

mass movements—the Khilafat and Non-Cooperation. Though the two movements emerged from 

separate issues, they adopted a common programme of action—that of non- violent non-

cooperation. The Khilafat issue was not directly linked to Indian politics but it provided the 

immediate background to the movement and gave an added advantage of cementing Hindu-Muslim 

unity against the British’. 

Civil Disobedience movement of 1930: The historic march, marking, the launch of the Civil 

Disobedience Movement, began on March 12, and Gandhi broke the salt law by picking up a handful 

of salt at Dandi on April 6. The violation of the law was seen as a symbol of the Indian people’s 

resolve not to live under British- made laws and therefore under British rule. 

Non-cooperation movement vis-a-vis Civil disobedience movement 

1. The stated objective of Civil Disobedience movement was complete independence and not 

just remedying two specific wrongs as in Non-cooperation movement and a vaguely-worded swaraj. 

2. The methods involved in Salt Satyagraha was violation of law from the very beginning and 

not just non-cooperation with foreign rule. 

3. There was a decline in forms of protests involving the intelligentsia in case of Civil 

Disobedience movement, such as lawyers giving up practice, students giving up government schools 

to join national schools and colleges. 

4. Muslim participation was nowhere near the Non-Cooperation Movement level. 

5. No major labour upsurge coincided with the movement, during the Dandi March. 

6. But massive participation of peasants and business groups compensated for decline of other 

features. 

7. The number of those imprisoned was about three times more after the Dandi march and 

aftermath in 1930. 

8. The Congress was organisationally stronger during the 1930’s. 

Conclusion 

Though both the Non-cooperation movement and civil disobedience movement had many 

differences, they helped break the myth of benevolent despotism of British raj and unifying masses 

for future movement for independence. 
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History of the world will include events from 18th century such as industrial 

revolution, world wars, redrawal of national boundaries, colonization, 

decolonization. 

Elucidate the impact of recognition of genocide that Germany had committed against 

the Herero and Nama people of the present-day Namibia. (250 words) 
Reference:  Indian Express 
Why the question: 
Germany for the first time has recognized that it committed genocide against the Herero and Nama 
people in present-day Namibia during its colonial rule over a century ago. Thus the question. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Explain the impact of recognition of genocide that Germany had committed against the Herero and 
Nama people of the present-day Namibia. 
Directive: 
Elucidate – Give a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the particular context. 
You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with relevant associated 
facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with brief background of the context of the question. 
Body: 
The answer body must have the following aspects covered: 
Briefly discuss the history of the genocide committed by the Germany in the past. 
Between 1904 and 1908, German colonial settlers killed tens of thousands of men, women and 
children from the Herero and Nama tribes after they rebelled against colonial rule in what was then 
called German South West Africa. Between 1884 and 1890, Germany formally colonized parts of 
present-day Namibia. The Germans continued to rule the region till 1915, following which it fell 
under South Africa’s control for 75 years. 
The atrocities committed have been described by some historians as the first genocide of the 20th 
century. 
Now, after the announcement, a declaration will be signed by Germany, following which it will be 
ratified by the parliaments of both countries. 
Discuss the impact and significance of such recognition. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with importance. 
Introduction 

Germany for the first time has recognised that it committed genocide against the Herero and Nama 

people in present-day Namibia during its colonial rule over a century ago, and promised financial 

support of over a billion euros to the Southern African nation. While Germany has previously 

acknowledged the atrocities, they refused to pay direct reparations for many years. 

Body 

About the genocide by colonial Germany 

1. Between 1884 and 1890, Germany formally colonised parts of present-day Namibia — a 

territory which was roughly twice as large as the European nation, but not as densely populated. 

2. By 1903, around 3,000 German settlers had occupied the central high ground of the region. 
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3. Tensions quickly rose as local tribes saw the German settlers as a threat to their land and 

resources. 

4. The conflict reached a boiling point in 1904, when the Herero nation — a primarily pastoral 

community — rebelled against the Germans, and were closely followed by the Nama tribe. 

5. Between 1904 and 1908, German colonial settlers killed tens of thousands of men, women 

and children from the Herero and Nama tribes after they rebelled against colonial rule in what was 

then called German South West Africa. 

6. During the Battle of Waterberg, around 80,000 Herero, including women and children, were 

chased across the desert by German troops. A mere 15,000 survived. 

7. Around this time, the southern Nama communities, too, had led an insurrection against 

German colonialism. But much like the Herero, they too were brutally suppressed. Around 10,000 of 

them were killed. 

8. Over the next three years, thousands of Nama and Herero men, women and children were 

exiled to the Kalahari Desert where many died of thirst. Several others were sent to bleak 

concentration camps, and used for forced labour. 

9. The Germans continued to rule the region till 1915, following which it fell under South 

Africa’s control for 75 years. Namibia finally gained independence in 1990. 

  

Recognition of genocide by Germany 

1. Since 2015, however, the two countries have been negotiating an agreement in an attempt 

to “heal the wounds” of the past. This was meant to combine an official apology by Germany as well 

as some sort of financial package. The aim of the talks was to “find a common path to genuine 

reconciliation in memory of the victims”. 

2. Germany was also reluctant to use the term “reparations” to describe the financial aid they 

were planning to provide, the southern African nation noted at the time. 

3. In 2018, as a gesture of goodwill, Germany returned the human remains of some Herero and 

Nama tribe members, which were used during the colonial-era in experiments to assert the 

superiority of the European race. 

4. Finally, Germany acknowledged the killings as genocide. In light of Germany’s historical and 

moral responsibility, Germany asked for forgiveness. Also, the foreign minister announced 

a financial package of 1.1 billion euros for development projects in Namibia. 

5. A declaration will be signed by Maas in early June, following which it will be ratified by the 

parliaments of both countries. 

6. Germany’s financial package worth 1.1 billion euros will be paid separately to existing aid 

programmes in the country over the next three decades. 

7. A majority of the total sum will go towards projects relating to land reform, rural 

infrastructure, water supply and professional training, the Guardian reported. The descendants of 

Herero and Nama tribes are heavily involved in these developmental projects. 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia


INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 

   

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips  Page 26 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia 

8. Meanwhile, around 50 million euros has been reserved for cultural projects and youth 

exchange programmes between the two countries, to help build bridges. 

9. The joint declaration will refer to the atrocities committed by the German troops as a 

“genocide” but is likely to pointedly avoid using the term “reparations” and “compensation”, to 

avoid any legal repercussions or set a precent for similar demands by other nations. 

Conclusion 

This will be an instance where a country took historical responsibility and is acknowledging the 

mistakes of its colonial past. The development package will come as a respite to the African nation 

which can steer towards better development of human capital. 
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Salient features of Indian Society, Diversity of India. 

Child marriages are a clear violation of human rights and the issue needs to seek 

convergence within all relevant laws, policies and programmes for children. Discuss. 

(250 words) 
Reference:  Indian Express 
Why the question: 
Odisha plans to stop child marriage during COVID-19 crisis. Thus the question. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss the importance of convergence of solutions to address child marriages with all relevant laws, 
policies and programmes for children. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with some key data on child marriages in India and its prevalence as of today. 
Body: 
Child marriage in India has been practiced for centuries, with children married off before their 
physical and mental maturity. The problem of child marriage in India remains rooted in a complex 
matrix of religious traditions, social practices, economic factors and deeply rooted prejudices. With 
the pandemic induced lockdown, the cases of child marriages are on rise in India. 
Discuss the causative factors. 
Explain why we should focus on convergence with all relevant laws, policies and programmes for 
children. Give examples and explain its importance. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that Child marriage is a clear violation of human rights and the issue needs to find 
convergence within all relevant laws, policies and programmes for children. All children have a right 
to care and protection; to develop and grow to his/her full potential, regardless of their social and 
economic situation. Child marriage is a blatant violation of all these rights and it is imperative for all 
stakeholders to curb these occurrences as a matter of priority. 
Introduction 

Recent analysis by UNICEF points out that one in three of the world’s child brides live in India. It has 

also warned India against the increase in child marriages owing to the adversaries of COVID-19.  To 

achieve the commitment of ending child marriages by 2030, it becomes important to integrate the 

COVID -19 responses with child marriage elimination efforts. 

Body 

The factors that encourage its subsistence are usually a combination of poverty, the lack of 

education, continued perpetration of patriarchal relations that encourage and facilitate gender 

inequalities, and cultural perspectives that encourage the phenomenon to thrive. 

Continued prevalence of child marriage in India 

1. Lack of education: A big determinant of the age of marriage is education. Around 45% of 

women with no education and 40% with primary education married before the age of 18, according 

to NFHS-4. 
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2. Seen as a Burden: Economically, child marriages work as mechanisms that are quick income 

earners. A girl child is seen as a leeway to a large dowry, to be given to her family upon her marriage. 

3. Poverty: In terms of economic status, women from poor households tend to marry earlier. 

While more than 30% of women from the lowest two wealth quintiles were married by the age of 

18, the corresponding figure in the richest quintile was 8%. 

4. Social background: Child marriages are more prevalent in rural areas and among Scheduled 

Castes and Scheduled Tribes. 

5. Trafficking: Poor families are tempted to sell their girls not just into marriage, but into 

prostitution, as the transaction enables large sums of money to benefit the girl’s family and harms 

the girl. There is apathy towards their girls and the money by selling their girls is used for the benefit 

of their sons 

Convergence of laws, policies and programs 

1. Religious heads and temple authorities should put up information board with the message 

that “the temple authorities do not support child marriage” to discourage people against this social 

aberration. 

2. In Odisha, the Department of Women and Child Development and Mission Shakti has sought 

intervention of Panchayati Raj and Law departments in framing guidelines and issuing appropriate 

instructions prohibiting religious institutions like temples and marriage mandaps from solemnisation 

of such weddings. 

3. Despite modern times and a massive awareness programme, child marriages continue to 

take place in Odisha. ActionAid, an international voluntary organisation, and UNICEF have come 

forward to support the initiative of these brave children. 

4. Workshops, seminars and legal awareness camps needs to be organized to bring attitudinal 

changes to prevent child marriage. 

5. SABLA, a Scheme for empowering adolescent girls by improving their nutritional and health 

status, upgrading various skills and building awareness on various issues. 

6. The Government has used cash incentives (such as the Dhan Laxmi scheme and the Apni beti 

apna dhan programme), and awareness-raising to induce behaviour change. 

Conclusion 

In this competitive world all a child need is education, security and opportunities to showcase 

his/her talents and not marriage which breaks their wings. It is important to give them a safe world 

to live where they can run behind their dreams and build a healthier and equal future. 

  

Bodily autonomy is the foundation upon which all other human rights are put 

together and now it’s time to recognize and realize this autonomy for all. Elaborate in 

the Indian context. (250 words) 
Reference:  The Hindu 
Why the question: 
The State of World Population Report 2021 titled ‘My Body is My Own’ was released by the United 
Nations Population Fund’s (UNFPA). The report focuses on bodily autonomy. Thus the question. 
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Key Demand of the question: 
Explain what bodily autonomy is and discuss the need to recognise its importance for all in India. 
Directive: 
Elaborate – Give a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the particular context. 
You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with relevant associated 
facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with what you understand by Bodily autonomy. 
Body: 
Bodily autonomy means that individuals have the power and agency to make choices over their 
bodies and futures, without violence or coercion. 
Then discuss how we measure bodily autonomy. Discuss the findings of the report in relevance to the 
context of the question. 
Suggest solutions to address – Through the new international Action Coalition on Bodily Autonomy 
and Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights, UNFPA is championing access to contraception and 
comprehensive sexuality education and promoting measures that will empower women and 
adolescents to make autonomous decisions about their own bodies. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that r ealizing bodily autonomy is essential to achieving UNFPA’s goals of ending the global 
unmet need for contraception, preventable maternal deaths, gender-based violence and harmful 
practices by 2030. 
Introduction 

Nearly half the women from 57 developing countries do not have the right to make decisions 

regarding their bodies, including using contraception, seeking healthcare or even on their sexuality, 

according to the United Nations Population Fund’s (UNFPA) flagship State of World Population 

Report 2021 titled ‘My Body is My Own’ launched on Thursday. 

Body 

Bodily autonomy: Background 

1. This is the first time a United Nations report has focused on bodily autonomy, defined as the 

power and agency to make choices about your body without fear of violence or having someone else 

decide for you. 

2. The report shows that in countries where data is available, only 55% of women are fully 

empowered to make choices over healthcare, contraception and the ability to say yes or no to sex. 

3. It also highlights that only 75% of countries legally ensure full and equal access to 

contraception. 

Bodily autonomy as a foundation of all human rights put together: Indian perspective 

1. Some examples of violation of bodily autonomy include, child marriage, female genital 

mutilation, a lack of contraceptive choices leading to unplanned pregnancy, unwanted sex 

exchanged for a home and food or when people with diverse sexual orientations and gender 

identities cannot walk down a street without fearing assault or humiliation. 

1. Eg: Dawoodi Bohra community and FGM. 

2. NCRB report on crime against women shows the crime rate registered per lakh women 

population is 62.4 in 2019 in comparison with 58.8 in 2018. 
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2. Under its ambit also fall people with disabilities stripped of their rights to self-determination, 

to be free from violence and to enjoy a safe and satisfying sexual life. 

3. Women around the world are denied the fundamental right of bodily autonomy with the 

COVID-19 pandemic further exacerbating this situation. 

4. In India, according to NFHS-4 (2015-2016), only about 12% of currently married women (15-

49 years of age) independently make decisions about their own healthcare, while 63% decide in 

consultation with their spouse. 

5. For a quarter of women (23%), it is the spouse that mainly takes decisions about healthcare. 

6. Only 8% of currently married women (15-49 years) take decisions on the use of 

contraception independently, while 83% decide jointly with their spouse. 

7. Information provided to women about use of contraception is also limited — only 47% 

women using a contraceptive were informed about the side effects of the method, and 54% women 

were provided information about other contraceptives. 

 Conclusion 

Realising bodily autonomy is essential to achieving the UNFPA’s goals of ending the global unmet 

need for contraception, preventable maternal deaths, gender-based violence and harmful practices 

by 2030. Appropriate awareness must be brought about in this regard. 

What are the Gandhian methods to deal with rising intolerance and instances of mob 

lynching? Also, explain its relevance in the contemporary times. (250 words) 
Reference: Modern Indian history by Spectrum Publications 

Introduction 

Intolerance in various forms such as lynching, communalism, rioting etc is dividing our society and 

tearing into our social fabric. Gandhiji’s political contributions offered us Independence but his 

ideologies enlighten India as well as the world even today after so many years. More than ever, we 

need to inculcate these values today. 

Body 

Gandhian principles and approach 

1. Non-violence and Truth: These principles are needed more than ever. Truth can dispel hate 

speech, fake news that leads to mob lynching as seen in various cases. Non-violence on the other 

hand can prevent lynching and rising clashes between communities altogether such as the Delhi 

riots in February 2020. 

2. Satyagraha: Gandhi ji called his overall method of nonviolent action Satyagraha. It means 

the exercise of the purest soul-force against all injustice, oppression and exploitation. It is a method 

of securing rights by personal suffering and not inflicting injury on others. 

1. Instances of Republic day violence by farmer protests in 2021 would be avoided if Non-

violent Satyagraha was adhered to as in the case of Non-cooperation and Civil disobedience 

movements during freedom struggle. 
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3. Trusteeship: Trusteeship is a socio-economic philosophy that was propounded by Gandhi ji. 

It provides a means by which the wealthy people would be the trustees of trusts that looked after 

the welfare of the people in general. 

0. The dichotomy between rich and poor can be bridged if every individual considers 

himself are a trustee and helps those in need. 

Relevance in contemporary times 

1. World Peace: Non-Violence is a key component of Gandhianism, which was the great 

weapon used by Gandhiji during the freedom movement of India against British Raj. 

2. Gandhiji believed non-violence and tolerance require a great level of courage and patience. 

In a world that is moving through the phases of war marred by violence and terrorism, there is a 

significant requirement of Gandhian idea of non-violence more and more today than the past days. 

3. Classless Society: As the Caste system is still prevalent in the Indian society, the Gandhian 

philosophy is useful to create a casteless society where everyone is treated equally irrespective of 

their caste. 

4. Gandhian Socialism: Gandhian view of socialism is not political but more social in its 

approach, as Gandhiji thought of a society with no poverty, no hunger, no unemployment and 

education and health for all. These values reduce conflict and strife and will lead to prosperity for all. 

Conclusion 

These Gandhian ideologies will continue to act as the lighthouse for Indian policy makers. From 

poverty alleviation to Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan and universal health care (Ayushman Bharat) to skill 

India programs everywhere the core inspiration comes from Gandhianism. 

Root cause of poverty in India is that structure of society is shaped to create poverty, 

Critically Analyse. (250 words) 
Reference: open.lib.umn.edu 

Introduction 

In India, 21.9% of the population lives below the national poverty line as per the 2011 Census. The 

cause of poverty is generally attributed to population growth, agriculturist society, lack of education 

among others. However, according to sociologists, the structure of the society is such that some are 

made to do jobs that forces them to be in poverty. 

As Aristotle said, from the hour of their birth, some are marked out for subjection, others for rule. 

This seems to be the case in India, where jobs of manual scavenging etc still exists to reinforce 

poverty. 

Body 

Structure of the society reinforces poverty 

1. Functionalist theory assumes that society’s structures and processes exist because they 

serve important functions for society’s stability and continuity. In line with this view, functionalist 

theorists in sociology assume that stratification exists because it also serves important functions for 

society. This theory leads to several assumptions as follows: – 
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2. Some jobs are more important than other jobs. For example, the job of a brain surgeon is 

more important than the job of shoe shining. 

3. Some jobs require more skills and knowledge than other jobs. To stay with our example, it 

takes more skills and knowledge to perform brain surgery than to shine shoes. 

4. Relatively few people have the ability to acquire the skills and knowledge that are needed 

to do these important, highly skilled jobs. Most of us would be able to do a decent job of shining 

shoes, but very few of us would be able to become brain surgeons. 

5. To encourage the people with the skills and knowledge to do the important, highly skilled 

jobs, society must promise them higher incomes or other rewards. If this is true, some people 

automatically end up higher in society’s ranking system than others, and stratification is thus 

necessary and inevitable. 

6. The functionalist view assumes that people move up the economic ladder based on their 

abilities, skills, knowledge, and, more generally, their merit. This implies that if they do not move up 

the ladder, they lack the necessary merit. 

Way forward 

1. The Global Multidimensional Poverty Index-2018 released by the UN noted that 271 million 

people moved out of poverty between 2005-06 and 2015-16 in India. The poverty rate in the country 

has nearly halved, falling from 55% to 28% over the ten-year period. Still a big part of the population 

in india is living Below the Poverty Line. 

2. Rapid economic growth and the use of technology for social sector programs have helped 

make a significant dent in extreme poverty in the country. 

3. Realistic Assessment of the present situation of poverty in the country in need of the hour. 

4. Direct income transfer to needy is an immediate solution. 

5. Taxing wealth of rich people to fund amelioration of poor in the country. 

6. By improving social infrastructure and job opportunities in rural areas, migration to urban 

areas can be decreased, and thus urban poverty can also be decreased. 

7. Investment in Agriculture by the government is necessary to decrease rural poverty. 

Subsidies address only short-term issues. Also, there is a need to develop technologies, with the help 

of which farmers can practice all- weather agriculture. 

8. Investment in infrastructure, overall, is needed to reduce the cost of utilities. China did so 

and witnessed the huge fall in the number of people in the poor category. More initiatives like 

Ayushman Bharat, that empower people, are required. 

Conclusion 

Despite rapid growth and development, an unacceptably high proportion of our population 

continues to suffer from severe and multidimensional deprivation. Thus, a more comprehensive and 

inclusive approach is required to eradicate poverty in India. This will be more important in a post-

pandemic world. 
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Role of women and women’s organization; population and associated issues, 

poverty and developmental issues, 

Explain the major reasons for under representation of women in Indian political 

system. Examine in the context of recent gender gap report. (250 words) 
Reference:  Indian Express 
Why the question: 
The question is based on the fact of under representation of women in Indian political system. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss in detail the major reasons for under representation of women in Indian political system. 
Directive: 
Explain – Clarify the topic by giving a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the 
particular context. You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with 
relevant associated facts. 
Examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we must look into the topic (content words) in detail, inspect it, 
investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so 
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with highlights of the recent Gender gap report. 
Body: 
The answer body must have the following aspects covered: 
Give brief account of women participation in politics in India. 
Give reasons for their underrepresentation and also highlight the socio-economic and cultural forces 
behind these factors. 
Suggest remedial measures to address the same. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
Introduction 

India was ranked 149 in terms of representation of women in executive government and Parliament 

as per UN Women in Politics 2019 report. India needs feminization of politics in a huge way to 

increase women representatives. It would include the involvement of women in the decision-making 

process, power-sharing, running political parties, holding political offices, and policymaking at all 

levels of governance of the state. 

Body 

Reasons for low participation of women in political system 

1. Prejudice: Ironically it exists among both men and women – against genuine equality. It is 

believed that male legislators have the gumption to fulfill election manifesto more than women. 

2. About half the world’s population feel men make better political leaders as per UNDP 

Gender Social Norms Index. 

3. Another major factor is familial support to pursue political career for women. In India, it is 

most often those women who have a political background that enter into electoral arena. 

4. Role of Money power in politics makes it harder for women to enter the political forum. 
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5. 24% of parliamentary seats worldwide are held by women, and there are only 10 female 

heads of government out of a possible 193. This shows the dearth of women representation in 

politics. 

6. The unhealthy political environment: For instance In this recent MeToo movement, a 

journalist Priya Ramani accused Union Minister of state of external affairs, MJ Akbar of sexual 

harassment. 

7. On the reserved seats, at the local level, political leaders take positions in the name of their 

wife, and after winning elections, actual power is used by their male counterparts instead of women. 

(Concept of sarpanch pati raj/pati panchayat phenomenon) 

Need for more representation of women 

1. Women legislators in India raise economic performance in their constituencies by about 1.8 

percentage points per year more than male legislators. 

2. When average growth is 7%, this implies that the growth premium associated with female 

legislators is about 25%. 

3. Lower Criminalization of Politics: Male legislators are about three times as likely as female 

legislators to have criminal charges pending against them when they stand for election. This explains 

the growth difference mentioned above. 

4. Policy Making – Better representation of women’s and children’s concerns in policymaking. 

Eg: Panchayat Raj institutions serve as a good example in this front. 

5. Lower Corruption: The rate at which women accumulate assets while in office is 10 

percentage points lower, per year than among men. These findings line up with experimental 

evidence that women are more just, risk-averse and less likely to engage in criminal and other risky 

behaviour than men. 

6. Economic growth: It was found that male and female politicians are equally likely to 

negotiate federal projects for road building in their constituencies. However, women are more likely 

to oversee completion of these projects. 

1. Eg: The share of incomplete road projects is 22 percentage points lower in female-led 

constituencies. 

7. From a feminist viewpoint politics needs to follow a road that moves women out of the 

traditional social and political marginalization. 

8. Despite so many favorable points for women, women make up 14% of the Lok Sabha and 

11% of the Rajya Sabha. 

India is yet to pass a bill introducing 33% reservation in Parliament for women. This experiment at 

the local level (PRI’s and ULB’s) has been very successful. Political mentoring and skill training can 

enhance their political knowledge; thereby becoming potential candidates who will steer the nation 

towards development. 

Conclusion 

SDG goal 5 has a target – ‘’ Ensure women’s full and active participation and equal opportunities for 

leadership at all levels of decision making in political, economic, and public life’’. It needs to be 
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achieved with the collective efforts of the international community (SDG goal 17- Partnership for the 

goals). There is no one-size-fits-all solution to ensure gender equality in politics. But there is plenty 

that can and should be done to ensure that women’s voices are heard. 

By weighing the COVID-19 impact on women employment, account for the 

implications of Universal Basic Services Programme as an opportunity for economic 

empowerment of women in India. (250 words) 
Reference:  The Hindu 
Why the question: 
The article explains how in the pandemic, women have borne a disproportionate burden of the severe 
disruptions to life and the economy. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Account for the implications of Universal Basic Services Programme as an opportunity for economic 
empowerment of women in India. 
Directive: 
Account – Weigh up to what extent something is true. Persuade the reader of your argument by 
citing relevant research but also remember to point out any flaws and counter- arguments as well. 
Conclude by stating clearly how far you are in agreement with the original proposition. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with brief background of the question. 
Body: 
The COVID-19 pandemic has destroyed millions of livelihoods and led to a sudden and large increase 
in poverty and a massive disruption of the labour market in India. Women workers, in particular, 
have borne a disproportionate burden. As the country meets the challenge of the second wave of the 
pandemic, it is crucial to learn lessons from the first wave to chart the policy path ahead. 
Explain how the nationwide lockdown hit women much harder than men. 
Discuss that the long-standing question of women’s participation in India’s economy has become 
more urgent with the pandemic disproportionately impacting women’s paid work and increasing the 
burden of unpaid care work. Support your answer with suitable facts. 
Detail upon the idea of Universal Basic Services Programme as an opportunity for economic 
empowerment of women in India. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way ahead. 
Introduction 

The COVID-19 pandemic has destroyed millions of livelihoods and led to a sudden and large increase 

in poverty and a massive disruption of the labour market in India. Women workers, in particular, 

have borne a disproportionate burden. As the country meets the challenge of the second wave of 

the pandemic, it is crucial to learn lessons from the first wave to chart the policy path ahead. 

Body 

Covid-19 impact on employment of women 

1. In 2020, The Centre for Monitoring Indian Economy (CMIE) showed that 39% of women lost 

their jobs in April and May compared to 29% of men, corroborating the UN’s fears of COVID-19’s 

compounding impact on already low-paid and insecurely-employed poor women. 

2. India’s unequal gender division of household work has also worsened during the pandemic. 

Women spend (an unpaid) three times (as per NSS) or even six times (as per OECD) more time than 

men in household work. 
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3. Even by the end of the year, 47% of employed women who had lost jobs during the 

lockdown, had not returned to work. The equivalent number for men was only 7%. 

4. Nearly 33% of formal salaried men moved into self-employment and 9% into daily wage 

work between late 2019 and late 2020. In co 

5. ntrast, women had far fewer options, only 4% and 3% of formal salaried women moved into 

self-employment and daily wage work, respectively. 

6. Nearly half of the women workers, irrespective of whether they were salaried, casual, or 

self-employed, withdrew from the workforce, as compared to only 11% of men. 

7. Even as new entrants to the workforce, women workers had poorer options compared to 

men. 

8. Women were more likely to enter as daily wage workers while men found avenues for self-

employment. 

9. Daily wage work is typically far less remunerative than self-employment as on average, 

between September to October 2020, a daily wage worker earned about ₹7,965 compared to a self-

employed worker who earned nearly twice that at ₹12,955. So, not 

10. only did women enter into more precarious work, it was also likely to be at very low 

earnings compared to men. 

Universal Basic Services Programme for women empowerment 

1. The time is right to imagine a bold universal basic services programme that not only fills 

existing vacancies in the social sector but also expands public investments in health, education, child 

and elderly care, and so on, to be prepared for future shocks. 

2. This can help bring women into the workforce not only by directly creating employment for 

them but also by alleviating some of their domestic work burdens, while also overcoming nutritional 

and educational deficits that we are likely to be confronted with as we emerge from this crisis. 

3. The following measures are needed now: expansion of the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural 

Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA) and the introduction of an urban employment 

guarantee targeted to women as soon as the most severe forms of mobility restrictions are lifted. 

4. We further propose co-ordinated efforts by States to facilitate employment of women while 

also addressing immediate needs through the setting up of community kitchens, prioritising the 

opening of schools and anganwadi centres, and engagement with self-help groups for the 

production of personal protective equipment kits. 

5. Further, a COVID-19 hardship allowance of at least ₹5,000 per month for six months should 

be announced for 2.5 million accredited social health activists and Anganwadi workers, most of 

whom are women. 

6. But this is not enough. The National Employment Policy, currently in the works, should 

systematically address the constraints around the participation of the women’s workforce, both with 

respect to the availability of work and household responsibilities. 

7. The pandemic has shown the necessity of adequate public investment in social 

infrastructure. 
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 Conclusion 

There is no, one size fits all strategy as multiple issues are plaguing women workforce participation 

in India. If women’s workforce participation in India is realized to its full potential and given India’s 

demographic dividend, it can easily achieve the target of $5trillion economy. 

Urbanization, their problems and their remedies. population and associated 

issues, poverty and developmental issues,  

As this ‘pandemic generation’ joins the workforce in an economy that is failing to 

provide adequate employment opportunities to its current strength, India’s chances 

of levering upon its demographic dividend looks overemphasized. Comment.  (250 

words) 
Reference:  Economic Times. 
Why the question: 
The article brings to us insights upon the elusive demographic dividend of our country. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Examine in detail why India’s chances of levering upon its demographic dividend looks 
overemphasized. 
Directive: 
Comment– here we have to express our knowledge and understanding of the issue and form an 
overall opinion thereupon. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with current context of the question; the effects of pandemic on youth, employment factors etc. 
Body: 
Discuss the concept of demographic dividend briefly in the context of India. 
Explain the relevant population theories mentioned in the article. 
Discuss the issues – Even before the Covid-19 pandemic hit, unemployment levels in India had hit a 
45-year high. As of 2017-18, only half of the people in the working age were actually working. In 
2004-05, the same proportion was 63.7 per cent. Moreover, the troubled scenario of education and 
skills is evident from the Pratham surveys that are released each year. In 2018, it showed that just 
half of the children in the 5th standard could read a text from the 2nd standard. 
Explain in what way the possibility of India falling into a ‘middle-income trap’ are higher than the 
chances of reaping a demographic dividend. Countries fall into a ‘middle-income trap’ because they 
easily escape abject poverty in early stages of development through simple mobilization of labour 
and capital. 
Conclusion: 
Suggest what needs to be one and conclude with way forward. 
Introduction 

India has long been touted as the next big economic growth story after China. One of the primary 

reasons for that has been its young population which constitutes 59% of all Indians. The hope has 

remained that as the young Indian population enters the working age, it will lead to higher economic 

growth. 

Body 

Pandemic generation: Covid-19 and its impact on working generation 

1. Even before the Covid-19 pandemic hit, unemployment levels in India had hit a 45-year high. 
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2. As of 2017-18, only half of the people in the working age were actually working. In 2004-05, 

the same proportion was 63.7 per cent. 

3. Moreover, the troubled scenario of education and skills is evident from the Pratham surveys 

that are released each year. 

4. In 2018, it showed that just half of the children in the 5th standard could read a text from 

the 2nd standard. 

5. The pandemic has worsened the situation. The latest State of India’s Environment report 

released by the Centre for Science and Environment finds that an astounding 375 million children 

may suffer long-lasting impacts due to the pandemic including being underweight and stunted, 

which will lead to losses in education and economic productivity. 

6. Government programmes like mid-day meal schemes, which encouraged school enrolment 

have taken a hit during the pandemic. 

7. Even those students who managed to remain enrolled have face difficulties in accessing 

education due to the vast digital divides across income groups. 

8. As this ‘pandemic generation’ joins the workforce in an economy that is failing to provide 

adequate employment opportunities to its current strength, India’s chances of levering upon its 

demographic dividend are soon becoming obscure. 

9. There is little to no hope that things will be any different moving forward. The possibility of 

India falling into a ‘middle-income trap’ are higher than the chances of reaping a demographic 

dividend. 

Measures needed to reap demographic dividend 

1. Need to have decentralized models of development- Social policies for each state must be 

differentiated to accommodate different rates of population growth. The populations in south and 

west India are growing at a much slower pace than in the central and eastern states. 

2. Need to utilize the energies of all sections of society- including women and senior citizens 

too. According to IMF research, raising women’s participation in the labour force to the same level 

as men can boost India’s GDP by 27% and contribute additively to India’s GDP growth every year. 

Government driven programs should also target people between the ages of 60-75 so as to ensure 

they remain employable. 

3. Need to improve social security architecture- by incentivizing investments and savings in 

retirement schemes, pension funds etc. The focus should be on informal sector, which constitute the 

majority of workforce. India’s social security shortfall will increase from $3 trillion in 2015 to $85 

trillion in 2050, which needs to be addressed. 

4. Government can also consider increasing the retirement age to capture this changing 

trend. Fewer jobs are labour-intensive these days, while rising life expectancies are encouraging 

longer working lives, and today’s higher incomes are also encouraging people to work for longer. 

Fostering these trends can help the economic growth of those nations at the forefront of ageing 

impacts – as is especially true of Hong Kong, Taiwan, Singapore, Korea and China 

Conclusion 
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Demographic dividend without investments in human capital will be a wasted development 

opportunity, and it will further widen economic and social gaps, instead of narrowing them. 

Investing more and more efficiently in people will enable India to tap into its demographic divided 

and prepare the country for the future. 

political philosophies like communism, capitalism, socialism etc.— their forms 

and effect on the society 

Critically analyse the clash between the needs of Humanity and the principles of 

Capitalism amidst the ongoing pandemic. (250 words) 

Reference:  The Hindu 
Why the question: 
The COVID19 vaccine crisis is another tragic instance of a clash between the needs of Humanity and 
the principles of Capitalism. Thus the question. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Critically analyse the clash between the needs of Humanity and the principles of Capitalism amidst 
the ongoing pandemic. 
Directive: 
Critically analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or 
nature of the topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
When ‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the 
topic and give a fair judgment. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with what you understand by capitalism in brief. 
Body: 
The answer body must discuss the various ways in which Capitalism is against Humanity – Focused 
on profit, immorally converts the “commons” to private goods, tries to establish monopoly etc. 
Give examples amidst the current covid crisis. 
One can present the case study of impact of Capitalism on welfare nature of State through the 
Intellectual Property regime. 
Suggest what needs to be done to address the problem. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that the governments must create more public-spirited enterprises to provide public goods 
equitably to all citizens. Companies must rethink the purpose of their existence. It is imperative now 
that more human and fewer money values are adopted. 
Introduction 

The COVID-19 vaccine crisis is another tragic instance of a clash between the needs of humanity and 

the principles of capitalism. This is even more so in the context of vaccine distribution. Capitalists 

insist that private producers of vaccines must make profits because that is their compensation for 

investing in research and production. 

Body 

Clash between needs to humanity and capitalistic principles 

1. The purpose of governments is to improve the all-round well-being of all citizens; not merely 

to provide products to customers who can pay good prices for them, which is the means by which 

private enterprises meet their objective of producing profits for their investors. 
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2. The COVID-19 crisis has revealed the inadequacy of capitalism to fulfil societal needs. If 

capitalist enterprises are not willing to fulfil public purposes, governments must create more public-

spirited enterprises to provide public goods equitably to all citizens. 

3. Relentless economic growth is devouring the earth that hosts humanity. 

4. With artificial intelligence algorithms in social media, capitalist enterprises are able to 

manipulate human minds. 

5. Their investors have become the richest people on the planet. 

6. New mRNA technologies on which some new COVID-19 vaccines are based provide the 

means to manipulate the composition of human bodies. 

7. Thus, capitalists can create even more wealth for themselves off human beings. 

Measures needed to balance profits and public welfare 

1. There are three stakeholders involved in a system to produce adequate volumes of 

affordable medicines: citizens who need the medicines, governments who must ensure they get 

them, and private companies who produce and sell them. 

2. If the stand of private companies is that because their business must be only business, and 

the public good is not their responsibility, governments must step in. 

3. They must have the means to regulate the prices and also to enhance production. 

4. Vaccine must be distributed freely, to all across the globe. Infact, USA being a staunch 

capitalist nation itself provided the vaccines freely. 

5. India must ensure that, those who cannot afford the vaccines must be inoculated; they are 

already burdened with loss of livelihood. It is imperative their lives are not valued less. 

Conclusion 

Money-driven capitalist values have drifted too far from human values. Money has become the 

supreme measure of success in all spheres: the wealth of individuals, the size of companies, and the 

scales of nations’ economies. The sustainable health of complex systems — which human beings and 

societies are — is being lost sight of. The COVID-19 crisis will not end capitalism. But capitalism must 

mutate to survive. Companies must rethink the purpose for their existence. It is imperative now that 

more human and less money values are adopted. 

Social empowerment, communalism, regionalism & secularism. 

Monetizing the household care is instrumental in addressing the gender disparity in 

India. Explain. (250 words) 
Reference:  Indian Express 
Why the question: 
The article explains the measures to address gender inequalities through recognition of unpaid care 
work. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Election promises have sparked a debate on the issue of care work and possible solutions to address 
the disparities therein. 
Directive: 
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Explain – Clarify the topic by giving a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the 
particular context. You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with 
relevant associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with brief background of the question. 
Body: 
Explain the recent initiatives that have brought the issue to fore – From a monthly assistance to 
women family heads in Tamil Nadu to an enhanced Orunodoi scheme in Assam, pension for 
housewives in Kerala and income support to female heads of households in West Bengal, various 
proposals for ‘empowerment’ have been put forward by various parties to reach out to women 
voters. 
The promises have sparked a debate on the issue of care work and possible solutions to address the 
disparities therein. 
Define unpaid care work, according to the OECD, refers to all unpaid services provided within a 
household for its members, including care of persons, housework and voluntary community work. 
These activities are considered work because theoretically one could pay a third person to perform 
them. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
Introduction 

Household care and work amounts to unpaid work, especially with the burden falling on 

women.  It is widely recognized that women perform the bulk of unpaid work in households and 

even in paid labour force. This work is often socially, politically, and economically devalued because 

“work” is often defined in conventional statistics as paid activities linked to the market. 

Body 

Debate on monetizing the household care 

1. From a monthly assistance to women family heads in Tamil Nadu to an enhanced Orunodoi 

scheme in Assam, pension for housewives in Kerala and income support to female heads of 

households in West Bengal, various proposals for ‘empo 

2. werment’ have been put forward by various parties to reach out to women voters. The 

promises have sparked a debate on the issue of care work and possible solutions to address the 

disparities therein. 

3. As the time use survey shows, women spend a disproportionate amount of time (compared 

to men) on unpaid domestic work, which is ironically the ‘hidden engine’ that keeps economies, 

businesses and societies running and contributes significantly to individual well-being. 

4. While this work is foundational for societies, it is mostly invisible, undervalued and 

unaccounted worldwide. 

5. The ILO estimates that if such services were to be valued on the basis of an hourly minimum 

wage, they would amount to 9 per cent of global GDP (US$11 trillion). 

Need of the hour 

1. Existing patriarchal norms pose a significant constraint to the take-up of public or market 

services. 
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2. Addressing the issue of childcare and flexible work could help initiate positive social norms 

that encourage the redistribution of unpaid care and domestic work burden. 

3. A huge spectrum of women’s skilled but unpaid work contributes directly to the economy. 

Yet, its devaluation by not being accounted for ‘work’ weakens women’s status, leading to their 

vulnerability. 

4. Sharing the responsibilities of childcare can be difficult in a culture where parental leave is 

given only to the mother. 

5. This further reinforces the notion that unpaid care work is the sole responsibility of the 

women. 

6. The government has a crucial role to play in promoting gender equality by ensuring equality 

of opportunity in public services. 

7. However, these solutions will have a limited impact unless the behavioural change of each 

and every individual is targeted. 

Conclusion 

According to an ILO report on ‘Care work and care jobs for the future of decent work’, unpaid care 

work is the main barrier preventing women from getting into, remaining and progressing in the 

labour force. Therefore, policies should address the rising need for care and tackle the huge disparity 

between women’s and men’s care responsibilities. This is especially true for India, given that a major 

challenge on the economic front is getting more women into the formal workforce. 

Deliberate upon the clash between the needs of humanity and the principles of 

capitalism in the context of COVID-19 pandemic. (250 words) 
Reference: The Hindu 

Introduction 

The COVID-19 vaccine crisis is another tragic instance of a clash between the needs of humanity and 

the principles of capitalism. This is even more so in the context of vaccine distribution. Capitalists 

insist that private producers of vaccines must make profits because that is their compensation for 

investing in research and production. 

Body 

Clash between needs to humanity and capitalistic principles 

1. The purpose of governments is to improve the all-round well-being of all citizens; not merely 

to provide products to customers who can pay good prices for them, which is the means by which 

private enterprises meet their objective of producing profits for their investors. 

2. The COVID-19 crisis has revealed the inadequacy of capitalism to fulfil societal needs. If 

capitalist enterprises are not willing to fulfil public purposes, governments must create more public-

spirited enterprises to provide public goods equitably to all citizens. 

3. Relentless economic growth is devouring the earth that hosts humanity. 

4. With artificial intelligence algorithms in social media, capitalist enterprises are able to 

manipulate human minds. 
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5. Their investors have become the richest people on the planet. 

6. New mRNA technologies on which some new COVID-19 vaccines are based provide the 

means to manipulate the composition of human bodies. 

7. Thus, capitalists can create even more wealth for themselves off human beings. 

Measures needed to balance profits and public welfare 

1. There are three stakeholders involved in a system to produce adequate volumes of 

affordable medicines: citizens who need the medicines, governments who must ensure they get 

them, and private companies who produce and sell them. 

2. If the stand of private companies is that because their business must be only business, and 

the public good is not their responsibility, governments must step in. 

3. They must have the means to regulate the prices and also to enhance production. 

4. Vaccine must be distributed freely, to all across the globe. Infact, USA being a staunch 

capitalist nation itself provided the vaccines freely. 

5. India must ensure that, those who cannot afford the vaccines must be inoculated; they are 

already burdened with loss of livelihood. It is imperative their lives are not valued less. 

Conclusion 

Money-driven capitalist values have drifted too far from human values. Money has become the 

supreme measure of success in all spheres: the wealth of individuals, the size of companies, and the 

scales of nations’ economies. The sustainable health of complex systems — which human beings and 

societies are — is being lost sight of. The COVID-19 crisis will not end capitalism. But capitalism must 

mutate to survive. Companies must rethink the purpose for their existence. It is imperative now that 

more human and less money values are adopted. 

Important Geophysical phenomena such as earthquakes, Tsunami, Volcanic 

activity, cyclone etc. 

Explain the theory around Earth’s axial tilt. Discuss the major factors causing the shift 

in Earth’s axis. (250 words) 
Reference:  Indian Express 
Why the question: 
The question is based on the theory of Earth’s axial tilt. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Explain the theory around Earth’s axial tilt. Discuss the major factors causing the shift in Earth’s axis. 
Directive: 
Explain – Clarify the topic by giving a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the 
particular context. You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with 
relevant associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Define the concept of Earth’s axial tilt briefly. 
Body: 
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The Earth’s axis of rotation is the line along which it spins around itself as it revolves around the Sun. 
The points on which the axis intersects the planet’s surface are the geographical north and south 
poles. 
The location of the poles is not fixed, however, as the axis moves due to changes in how the Earth’s 
mass is distributed around the planet. Thus, the poles move when the axis moves, and the movement 
is called “polar motion”. 
Discuss the major factors causing the shift in Earth’s axis. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with its importance. 
Introduction 

The angle Earth’s axis of rotation is tilted as it travels around the Sun is known as obliquity. Obliquity 

is why Earth has seasons. Over the last million years, it has varied between 22.1 and 24.5 degrees 

perpendicular to Earth’s orbital plane. 

Body 

 

Theory of axial tilt 

1. The greater Earth’s axial tilt angle, the more extreme our seasons are, as each hemisphere 

receives more solar radiation during its summer, when the hemisphere is tilted toward the Sun, and 

less during winter, when it is tilted away. 

2. Larger tilt angles favor periods of deglaciation (the melting and retreat of glaciers and ice 

sheets). 

3. These effects aren’t uniform globally — higher latitudes receive a larger change in total solar 

radiation than areas closer to the equator. 

4. Earth’s axis is currently tilted 23.4 degrees, or about half way between its extremes, and 

this angle is very slowly decreasing in a cycle that spans about 41,000 years. 
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5. It was last at its maximum tilt about 10,700 years ago and will reach its minimum tilt about 

9,800 years from now. 

6. As obliquity decreases, it gradually helps make our seasons milder, resulting in increasingly 

warmer winters, and cooler summers that gradually, over time, allow snow and ice at high latitudes 

to build up into large ice sheets. 

7. As ice cover increases, it reflects more of the Sun’s energy back into space, promoting even 

further cooling. 

Climate change and axial tilt 

1. Rising sea levels, heatwaves, melting glaciers and storms are some of the well-known 

consequences of climate change. 

2. New research has added yet another impact to this list – marked shifts in the axis along 

which the Earth rotates. 

3. A study published in Geophysical Research Letters of the American Geophysical Union (AGU) 

says that due to the significant melting of glaciers because of global temperature rise, our planet’s 

axis of rotation has been moving more than usual since the 1990s. 

4. A century ago, Serbian scientist Milutin Milankovitch hypothesized the long-term, collective 

effects of changes in Earth’s position relative to the Sun are a strong driver of Earth’s long-term 

climate, and are responsible for triggering the beginning and end of glaciation periods (Ice Ages). 

5. According to NASA, data from the 20th century shows that the spin axis drifted about 10 

centimetres per year. Meaning over a century, polar motion exceeds 10 metres. 

6. Generally, polar motion is caused by changes in the hydrosphere, atmosphere, oceans, or 

solid Earth. But now, climate change is adding to the degree with which the poles wander. 

7. As per the study, the north pole has shifted in a new eastward direction since the 1990s, 

because of changes in the hydrosphere (meaning the way in which water is stored on Earth). From 

1995 to 2020, the average speed of drift was 17 times faster than from 1981 to 1995. Also, in the 

last four decades, the poles moved by about 4 metres in distance. 

8. The faster ice melting under global warming was the most likely cause of the directional 

change of the polar drift in the 1990s. 

9. Hence combatting climate change is crucial to slow down the changes in axial tilt. 

Conclusion 

Scientific research to better understand the mechanisms that cause changes in Earth’s rotation and 

how specifically Milankovitch cycles combine to affect climate is ongoing. But the theory that they 

drive the timing of glacial-interglacial cycles is well accepted. 

The world’s glaciers are shrinking at a faster rate than before with densely-populated 

parts of Asia at risk of flood and water shortages if the trend continues, in this context 

discuss in detail the impact of glacial melt across the World. (250 words) 
Reference:  Financial Express  
Why the question: 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia
https://www.financialexpress.com/opinion/glaciers-are-melting-faster-than-ever-before-and-with-that-comes-the-double-whammy-of-floods-water-shortage/2245328/


INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 

   

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips  Page 48 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia 

The question is based on the conclusion of a new study by ETH Zurich and University of Toulouse 
researchers, who found the world’s ice fields, lost 298 gigatons of ice per year from 2015 to 2019, a 
30% increase in the rate of retreat compared with the previous five years. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss in detail the impact of glacial melt across the World. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start by quoting key facts from the report. 
Body: 
According to a new study by ETH Zurich, the world’s glaciers are shrinking at a faster rate than before 
with densely-populated parts of Asia at risk of flood and water shortages if the trend continues. The 
study found that the world’s ice fields have lost 298 gigatons of ice per year from 2015-2019, a 30 
per cent increase in the rate of retreat compared with the previous five years. 
Then elaborate on the Impact of glacial melt – Altered river flows, Impact on economic activities, 
Impact on weather pattern, Impact on humans and wildlife etc. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with solutions to mitigate and address the issue. 
Introduction 

The Leeds study had found that the world has lost a whopping 28 trillion tonnes of ice between 1994 

and 2017 for perspective, that is over 1.2 trillion tonnes of ice lost per year over a little more than 

two decades, while the ice-loss figure was 800 billion tonnes till then. 

Body 

The world’s glaciers are melting at faster rate than before—putting densely-populated parts of the 

world (especially in Asia) at the twin-risk of flooding and water shortage. 

Glacier melt 

1. A new study says the global ice-cover lost a whopping 300 billion tonnes of ice per year from 

2015 to 2019, a 30% increase in the rate of melting compared with the 2010-2014 period. 

2. Combined losses of ice have led to a 1.3-inch rise in sea levels. 

3. Significant decrease of snowfall in several regions of the HKH, high-elevation locations (> 

4000 m) in the Karakoram Himalayas are projected to experience an increase in annual precipitation 

during the 21st century. 

Impact of glacial melt across the world 

1. Positive feedback cycle (the ice-albedo feedback): Sea ice has higher albedo than ocean 

water. Once sea ice begins to melt, a self-reinforcing cycle often begins whereby as more ice melts 

and exposes more dark water, the water absorbs more sunlight and the sun-warmed water then 

melts more ice. 

2. Declining trend in snowfall and retreat of glaciers in HKH region may impact the water 

supply in the major rivers and streams including the Indus, Ganges, and Brahmaputra. 
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3. River flows and water availability: Melting glaciers will increase river flows, pushing up risks 

of high- altitude lakes bursting their banks causing floods (glacial lake outburst floods (GLOFs)). 

From 2060s, however, river flows will decline as per the ICIMOD report. 

4. Drying Springs: As per the report of the NITI Aayog, 30% of springs in the Indian Himalaya 

have dried up due to reasons including receding glaciers. 

5. Persistently higher temperatures caused by global warming have led to greater-than average 

summer melting of mountain glaciers as well as diminished snowfall due to later winters and earlier 

springs. 

6. That creates an imbalance between runoff and ocean evaporation, causing sea levels to rise. 

7. Loss of Greenland and Antarctica’s ice sheets: Melt water from above and seawater from 

below is seeping beneath Greenland’s ice sheets, effectively lubricating ice streams and causing 

them to move more quickly into the sea. 

8. The vast ice sheets in Greenland and Antarctica currently hold about 66 metres of potential 

global sea level rise 

Way Forward 

1. To better monitor and model glacier retreat and to assess spatial patterns and trends, 

researchers urgently need expanded observation networks and data-sharing agreements across the 

extended HKH region. 

2. International agreements must mitigate climate change through emission reductions to 

reduce and slow cryosphere changes. 

3. This should include in situ and detailed remote sensing observations on selected glaciers, 

rapid access to high-resolution satellite imagery etc. 

4. Improved understanding of cryospheric change and its drivers will help reduce the risk of 

high-mountain hazards. 

Discuss the term earthquake swarms and explain how they are different from 

aftershocks and foreshocks.(250 words) 
Reference:  Indian Geography by Majid Hussain 
Why the question: 
The question is from the static portions of GS paper I , part geography. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss the term earthquake swarms and explain how they are different from aftershocks and 
foreshocks. 
Directive: 
Explain – Clarify the topic by giving a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the 
particular context. You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with 
relevant associated facts. 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start the answer by briefly defining the term earthquake swarms. 
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Body: 
The answer body must have the following aspects covered: 
Discuss what you mean by aftershocks & foreshocks. An Earthquake swarm is a sequence of mostly 
small earthquakes with no identifiable mainshock. Swarms can last weeks and produce many 
thousands of earthquakes within a relatively small volume. Foreshocks are earthquakes that precede 
larger earthquakes in the same location. An earthquake cannot be identified as a foreshock until 
after a larger earthquake in the same area occurs. Aftershocks are a sequence of earthquakes that 
happen after a larger mainshock on a fault. 
Discuss the characteristics of the earthquake swarms and compare them with aftershocks & 
foreshocks. 
Conclusion: 
Seismic activities can be classified into either a major quake followed by aftershocks or an 
earthquake swarm. Therefore, both reflect the pent-up seismic activity inside the earth’s crust. 
Introduction 

Earthquake swarms are a series of low magnitude earthquakes that occur in a localised region and 

over a period of time ranging from days, weeks to even months. When seismic energy piles up inside 

the Earth and is released in small amounts from certain points, such a series of earthquakes can 

occur. 

Body 

Concept of Earthquake Swarms 

1. Earthquake swarms are generally defined as a sequence of seismic events closely clustered 

in time and space without a single outstanding shock. 

2. They are differentiated from earthquakes succeeded by a series of aftershocks. 

3. When seismic energy piles up inside the Earth and is released in small amounts from certain 

points, such a series of earthquakes can occur. 

4. Sometimes, these rumblings of the Earth are also accompanied by acoustic or sound 

emissions. 

5. The situation cannot be taken lightly as many earthquakes have been preceded by 

earthquake swarm activity. 

6. A Geological Survey of India (GSI) in 2003 found that such activity was observed at 30 places 

in the region even though the Deccan Plateau is not an earthquake-prone zone. But earthquake 

swarms are not limited to the Peninsula. 

7. In 2016, a series of 58 earthquakes were recorded in the Rampur area of Himachal Pradesh. 

This Himalayan swarm was attributed to low strength of the earth’s crust in the area which could not 

hold the tectonic energy. 

8. The situation cannot be taken lightly as many major earthquakes in the region have been 

preceded by earthquake swarm activity. Two such instances were the Latur and Koyna earthquakes 

in 1993 and 1967 respectively. 

Causes 
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1. Earthquake swarms can occur through the process of Reservoir Induced Seismicity 

(RIS) when large amount of seismic energy gets concentrated in a small area due the weight of the 

large structure and the water that it holds. 

2. Hydro-seismicity: Water from heavy rainfall enters the small fractures in the rocks creating 

pressure between them. With every 10 meter rise in groundwater, pore pressure increases by 1 bar. 

This pressure is released in the form of earthquake swarms. 

3. Swarms are observed in volcanic environments, hydrothermal systems, and other active 

geothermal areas, according to geophysicists. 

4. In India, sequences of low-intensity quakes are common in areas that have been hit 

previously, like Saurashtra in Gujarat and Koyna in Maharashtra, but they are also seen in areas 

without a history of seismic activity. 

Comparison between swarms foreshocks and aftershocks 

1. An Earthquake swarm is a sequence of mostly small earthquakes with no identifiable 

mainshock. Swarms can last weeks and produce many thousands of earthquakes within a relatively 

small volume. 

2. Foreshocks are earthquakes that precede larger earthquakes in the same location. An 

earthquake cannot be identified as a foreshock until after a larger earthquake in the same area 

occurs. 

3. Aftershocks are smaller earthquakes that occur in the same general area during the days to 

years following a larger event or “mainshock.” 

4. They occur within 1-2 fault lengths away and during the period of time before the 

background seismicity level has resumed. 

5. As a general rule, aftershocks represent minor readjustments along the portion of a fault 

that slipped at the time of the mainshock. The frequency of these aftershocks decreases with time. 

6. Historically, deep earthquakes (>30 km) are much less likely to be followed by aftershocks 

than shallow earthquakes. 

Conclusion 

In other words, swarms are earthquake events themselves but of very lower magnitude whereas 

foreshocks and aftershocks are an effect of earthquake event. They have cause-effect relation. 

Discuss the expanses of Savanna grassland spread across the world. And analyse the 

impact of colonial forestry on Indian grasslands. (250 words) 
Reference:  Down to Earth 
Why the question: 
The question is from the static portions of GS paper I , part geography. 
Key Demand of the question: 
The article explains the long shadow of colonial forestry that is a threat to savannas and grasslands. 
One must substantiate this with required analysis. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
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Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Savanna and grassland store up to a third of the world’s carbon in its soils. They keep streams 
flowing, recharge groundwater, and provide grazing for livestock and wildlife. 
Body: 
The answer body must have the following aspects covered: 
Discuss the expanses of Savanna grassland spread across the world. Grasslands can store carbon 
reliably under increasingly hot and dry climates. The same conditions make forests vulnerable to die-
back and wildfires. Restoring grasslands is also relatively cheap and has the highest benefit-to-cost 
ratio of all the world’s biomes. 
Use a world map showing Savanna regions to substantiate and support your answer better. 
Analyse the impact of colonial forestry on Indian grasslands 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with their importance. 
Introduction 

Savannas – also known as tropical grasslands – are found to the north and south of tropical 

rainforest biomes. The largest expanses of savanna are in Africa, where much of the central part of 

the continent, for example Kenya and Tanzania, consists of tropical grassland. Savanna grasslands 

can also be found in Brazil in South America. 

Body 

Distribution of Savanna grasslands 

 

  

About Savanna grassland 

1. Savanna regions have two distinct seasons – a wet season and a dry season. There is very 

little rain in the dry season. 

2. In the wet season vegetation grows, including lush green grasses and wooded areas. 

3. As you move further away from the equator and its heavy rainfall, the grassland becomes 

drier and drier – particularly in the dry season. 

4. Savanna vegetation includes scrub, grasses and occasional trees, which grow near water 

holes, seasonal rivers or aquifers. 

5. Plants and animals have to adapt to the long dry periods. Many plants are xerophytic – for 

example, the acacia tree with its small, waxy leaves and thorns. 
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6. Plants may also store water, for example the baobab tree) or have long roots that reach 

down to the water table. Animals may migrate great distances in search of food and water. 

Impact of colonial forestry on Indian grasslands 

Indian savanna grasslands are vast extents of grass-dominated landscapes, peppered with some 

trees, distributed across peninsular India. This biome came into existence 5 to 8 million years ago, 

although fossil evidence from central India dates grasses back to about 60 million years 

1. Between 1880 and 2010, India lost 26 million hectares of forest land. Widely acknowledged 

as a crisis, there are a number of policies, programmes, and judicial pronouncements in place to 

combat this. 

2. During the same time, about 20 million hectares of grasslands were also lost. Somehow this 

never made it to the front pages. The answer to why this is the case is tangled up in history and 

economics. 

3. For a colonial state that was looking to generate revenue, forests were a natural goldmine. 

Agricultural land, although not as lucrative, still presented the state with revenues in the form of 

taxes. 

4. These were classified as productive lands. Grasslands, with their nomadic pastoral 

communities who were hard to pin down and with no obvious income generation capacity, were 

categorized as ‘wastelands’, a terminology that continues to this day. 

5. Colonial forest regulations treated grasslands as sub-par forests, and pushed for 

their conversion to tree plantations and irrigated agriculture, while outlawing grazing. 

6. This posed a threat to the vast number of species that had adapted over millennia to 

grasslands, as well as many pastoralist communities that had sustainably used this landscape for 

their livelihood. 

7. Irrigation canals built in these landscapes eventually rendered the soil saline in some areas, 

rendering them unsuited for agriculture. 

8. Continuing to view grasslands through the ‘wasteland’ lens, independent India’s land 

classification norms clubbed all the natural habitats under the umbrella of forests, regardless of the 

type of biome it was. 

9. For official purposes, if it wasn’t a forest, it must be made one. The Wasteland Atlas of India 

declares vast tracts of grassland area as wastelands, seemingly oblivious to its unique and rich 

natural heritage, and in disregard of the livelihood modes of millions of pastoralists and over 500 

millions of their livestock. 

10. The repercussions of classifying grasslands as forests or as wastelands is that it leaves 

grasslands open to large-scale diversion to other uses. 

11. When treated as a wasteland, grasslands are used as empty spaces to site commercial and 

development projects, and when treated as an under-achieving forest, it is dug up for afforestation 

or land improvement programmes, irrevocably modifying the landscape. 

Conclusion 
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While forests are undoubtedly great carbon sinks, grasslands are not all that far behind. Studies 

reveal that restoring grasslands is an immensely effective and economical way to combat climate 

change, as these landscapes store large amounts of carbon below ground. When a nuanced and 

informed understanding of the importance of grasslands filters into conservation and climate change 

policies, it will be win-win for pastoralists, grassland biodiversity, and the planet. Until then, the 

survival of India’s savanna grasslands hangs by a blade of grass. 

Discuss the phenomena of cloudburst, how is it different from regular rainfall? 

Analyse the Indian dimension of it. (250 words) 
Reference:  Down to Earth 
Why the question: 
The article presents to us the case of cloudbursts witnessed in the State of Uttarakhand in the recent 
times. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss the phenomena of cloudburst, how is it different from regular rainfall? Analyse the Indian 
dimension of it. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with what Cloudbursts are. 
Body: 
Cloudbursts are sudden and extreme rainfall events over a limited area in a short span of time. There 
is no universal definition of a cloudburst. 
A cloudburst occurs when moisture-carrying air moves up a hilly terrain, forming a vertical column of 
clouds known as ‘cumulonimbus’ clouds. Such clouds usually cause rain, thunder and lightning. This 
upward motion of the clouds is known as an ‘orographic lift’. 
Discuss how they are different from regular rainfall? – These unstable clouds cause an intense 
rainstorm over a small area after becoming heavy enough and locked in the ridges and valleys 
between the hills. 
Present the Indian dimension. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with its impact and interlinkages with climate change in general. 
Introduction 

Cloudburst-like events have hit Uttarakhand since May 3 and have caused considerable damage in 

the four hilly districts of Tehri Garhwal, Rudraprayag, Uttarkashi and Chamoli. The latest of these 

occurred on the evening of May 11 in Devprayag town of Tehri Garhwal district. 

Body 

Cloudburst: Concept 

1. Cloudbursts are sudden and extreme rainfall events over a limited area in a short span of 

time. India Meteorological Department (IMD) defines a cloudburst as any event where 100 

millimetres of rainfall have fallen in a span of an hour over a region that is 20-30 square kilometres 

in area. 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/climate-change/-climate-change-could-be-behind-uttarakhand-cloudbursts--76891


INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 

   

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips  Page 55 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia 

2. A cloudburst is short-term extreme precipitation that takes place over a small area. i.e if 

rainfall of about 10 cm or above per hour is recorded over a place that is roughly 10 km x 10 km in 

area, it is classified as a cloudburst event. 

Differentiating factor of cloudburst vis-a-vis regular rainfall 

1. A cloudburst occurs when moisture-carrying air moves up a hilly terrain, forming a vertical 

column of clouds known as ‘cumulonimbus’ clouds. 

2. Such clouds usually cause rain, thunder and lightning. This upward motion of the clouds is 

known as an ‘orographic lift’. 

3. These unstable clouds cause an intense rainstorm over a small area after becoming heavy 

enough and locked in the ridges and valleys between the hills. 

4. The energy necessary for the cloudburst comes from the upward motion of air. Cloudbursts 

mostly occur at elevations between 1,000-2,500 metres above sea level. 

5. The moisture is usually provided by a low-pressure system (usually associated with cyclonic 

storms in the ocean) over the Gangetic plains associated with low level winds flowing in from the 

east. 

6. Sometimes winds flowing in from the north west also aid the occurrence of cloudbursts. The 

many factors that have to come together to make a cloudburst event happen make them highly 

unlikely. 

Cloudburst and Indian dimension 

1. Uttarakhand is highly prone to cloudburst events. Nineteen of the 30 major cloudburst 

events reported from the southern rim of the Himalayas in the Earth Science Reviews study occurred 

in Uttarakhand. 

2. In 2019, there was a cloudburst event in Chamoli district while there were a dozen of these 

events in 2018. 

3. But the official response to these events has been slow. In January 2021, the IMD and state 

government installed a doppler weather radar in Mukteshwar in Kumaon, which had been in the 

pipeline for many years. 

4. Cloudbursts do happen in plains as well, but there is a greater probability of them occurring 

in mountainous zones; it has to do with the terrain. 

5. Cloudbursts happen when saturated clouds are unable to produce rain because of the 

upward movement of very warm current of air. 

6. Raindrops, instead of dropping down, are carried upwards by the air current. New drops are 

formed and existing raindrops gain in size. 

7. After a point, the raindrops become too heavy for the cloud to hold on to, and they drop 

down together in a quick flash. 

8. Hilly terrains aid in heated air currents rising vertically upwards, thereby, increasing the 

probability of a cloudburst situation. 

Conclusion 
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There is a paucity of past data on cloudbursts; in addition, since only some of them get counted – 

only those that result in death and destruction – there is a problem of accuracy as well. But what is 

very clear is that events of extreme precipitation have been on the rise in the last few decades due 

to global warming; it is expected, keeping in mind that trend, that cloudburst events might be on the 

increase as well. 

Is the Arabian Sea becoming cyclone-friendly? Don’t you think in recent years, strong 

cyclones have been developing in the Arabian Sea more frequently than earlier? 

Explain. (250 words) 
Reference:  Financial Express 
Why the question: 
Cyclone Tauktae (pronounced Tau-Te), classified as a very severe cyclonic storm (VSCS) and 
developed in the Arabian Sea, is wreaking havoc all across the Indian Coast. Thus the question. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss why in recent years, strong cyclones have been developing in the Arabian Sea more 
frequently than earlier. 
Directive: 
Explain – Clarify the topic by giving a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the 
particular context. You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with 
relevant associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with brief description of how in recent years, strong cyclones have been developing in the 
Arabian Sea more frequently than earlier. 
Body: 
Typically, tropical cyclones in the North Indian Ocean region (the Bay of Bengal and the Arabian Sea) 
develop during the pre-monsoon and post-monsoon (October to December) periods. 
May-June and October-November are known to produce cyclones of severe intensity that affect the 
Indian coasts. 
Discuss the reasons – In the Arabian Sea, cyclones typically develop over the Lakshadweep area and 
largely traverse westwards, or away from India’s west coast. However, in recent years, 
meteorologists have observed that the Arabian Sea, too, has been warming. This is a phenomenon 
associated with global warming. 
Substantiate your answer with suitable facts. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
Introduction 

After recent Cyclone Tauktae, this is the third year in a row that cyclones in the Arabian Sea have 

menaced the west coast. Nisarga in 2020 even made landfall near Alibaug in Maharashtra while in 

2019 Vayu moved parallel to the shoreline. 

Body 

Arabian sea and cyclones 

1. Cyclone Tauktae, which formed over the Arabian Sea a few hours ago, makes 2021 the 

fourth consecutive year to witness an Arabian Sea cyclone during the pre-monsoon season (April–

June). 

2. This is also the third consecutive year when a cyclone has come so very close to the west 

coast of India. 
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3. In 2019, Cyclone Vayu moved parallel to the west coast and made landfall on the coast of 

Gujarat. 

4. In 2020, Cyclone Nisarga was the first cyclone in recorded history that hit the Maharashtra 

coast in June. 

5. Experts said the recent frequency of cyclones was a clear sign of temperatures rising in the 

Arabian Sea. 

6. These low-pressure systems are formed when warm, moist air rises up from the sea surface. 

7. Historically, waters off the western coast have experienced fewer storms than the Bay of 

Bengal, and typically weaker. 

8. The rapid warming of the Arabian Sea is leading to not just more cyclones but also more 

extreme rain events. 

9. Due to these warm ocean conditions, it is seen that the cyclone intensifies from a weak 

cyclone to an extremely severe cyclone rapidly. 

 Increasing frequency of cyclones on west coast 

1. Tropical cyclones draw their energy from the warm waters—a reason why they form over 

the warm pool regions where temperatures are above 28°C. 

2. Sea surface temperatures over the Bay of Bengal are always above 28°C, and therefore, it 

used to host way more cyclones than the Arabian Sea which is a degree or two cooler. 

3. Now, the scenario is changing due to rapid warming. Sea surface temperatures in 

the Arabian Sea have increased rapidly during the past century, and now the temperatures are very 

often above the warm pool threshold. 

4. Warmer temperatures support active convection, heavy rainfall, and intense cyclones. 

Arabian Sea temperatures prior to cyclone formation are now 1.2–1.4°C higher in the recent 

decades, compared to those four decades ago. 

5. This has led to an increase in the frequency and intensity of cyclones in the Arabian Sea. 

Recent research shows that widespread extreme rainfall events (above 150 mm/day) that cause 

floods have also increased by threefold over India, in response to Arabian Sea warming. 

6. Climate projections indicate that the Arabian Sea will continue warming due to increasing 

carbon emissions, resulting in more intense cyclones in the future. 

7. Considering that both cyclones and floods due to heavy rains are increasing across the west 

coast along with a gradual rise in sea level, we need to be prepared. 

Conclusion 

Global warming has presented us with new challenges such as rapid intensification of cyclones, 

which need to be closely monitored at higher resolution and accuracy using on-site platforms such 

as buoys and moorings. Improving the Indian Ocean Observing System (IndOOS) and incorporating 

the global warming signals in the weather models can help us tackle the challenges of intense 

cyclones in the future. 
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	Indian culture will cover the salient aspects of Art Forms, Literature and Architecture from ancient to modern times.
	Account for the contributions of Basavanna to Indian Literature and philosophy.  (250 words)
	Initial Buddhist Stupa-art, while depicting folk themes and stories, magnificently illustrated Buddhist ideals. Explain. (250 words)

	Modern Indian history from about the middle of the eighteenth century until the present- significant events, personalities, issues.
	Of all the battles fought by British, the Battle of Buxar cemented  the way for expansion and consolidation of British Empire in India. Elucidate. (250 words)
	Account for the contributions of Gopal Krishna Gokhale as a social reformer and educationalist of modern India. (250 words)
	Discuss the contribution of Savitribai Phule in empowerment of women and in fight against caste discrimination. (250 words)
	Assess the importance of the accounts of the Chinese and Arab travellers in the reconstruction of the history of India. (250 words)

	The Freedom Struggle – its various stages and important contributors /contributions from different parts of the country.
	Discuss in what way the policies of Jawaharlal Nehru aided in the nation-building and post-independence consolidation of India. (250 words)
	What were the aims and objectives of the Indian National Congress at the time of its inception? Discuss how far was it successful to achieve the targets (250 words)
	Compare and contrast Non-cooperation movement   from the civil disobedience movement. (250 words)

	History of the world will include events from 18th century such as industrial revolution, world wars, redrawal of national boundaries, colonization, decolonization.
	Elucidate the impact of recognition of genocide that Germany had committed against the Herero and Nama people of the present-day Namibia. (250 words)

	Salient features of Indian Society, Diversity of India.
	Child marriages are a clear violation of human rights and the issue needs to seek convergence within all relevant laws, policies and programmes for children. Discuss. (250 words)
	Bodily autonomy is the foundation upon which all other human rights are put together and now it’s time to recognize and realize this autonomy for all. Elaborate in the Indian context. (250 words)
	What are the Gandhian methods to deal with rising intolerance and instances of mob lynching? Also, explain its relevance in the contemporary times. (250 words)
	Root cause of poverty in India is that structure of society is shaped to create poverty, Critically Analyse. (250 words)

	Role of women and women’s organization; population and associated issues, poverty and developmental issues,
	Explain the major reasons for under representation of women in Indian political system. Examine in the context of recent gender gap report. (250 words)
	By weighing the COVID-19 impact on women employment, account for the implications of Universal Basic Services Programme as an opportunity for economic empowerment of women in India. (250 words)

	Urbanization, their problems and their remedies. population and associated issues, poverty and developmental issues,
	As this ‘pandemic generation’ joins the workforce in an economy that is failing to provide adequate employment opportunities to its current strength, India’s chances of levering upon its demographic dividend looks overemphasized. Comment.  (250 words)

	political philosophies like communism, capitalism, socialism etc.— their forms and effect on the society
	Critically analyse the clash between the needs of Humanity and the principles of Capitalism amidst the ongoing pandemic. (250 words)

	Social empowerment, communalism, regionalism & secularism.
	Monetizing the household care is instrumental in addressing the gender disparity in India. Explain. (250 words)
	Deliberate upon the clash between the needs of humanity and the principles of capitalism in the context of COVID-19 pandemic. (250 words)

	Important Geophysical phenomena such as earthquakes, Tsunami, Volcanic activity, cyclone etc.
	Explain the theory around Earth’s axial tilt. Discuss the major factors causing the shift in Earth’s axis. (250 words)
	The world’s glaciers are shrinking at a faster rate than before with densely-populated parts of Asia at risk of flood and water shortages if the trend continues, in this context discuss in detail the impact of glacial melt across the World. (250 words)
	Discuss the term earthquake swarms and explain how they are different from aftershocks and foreshocks.(250 words)
	Discuss the expanses of Savanna grassland spread across the world. And analyse the impact of colonial forestry on Indian grasslands. (250 words)
	Discuss the phenomena of cloudburst, how is it different from regular rainfall? Analyse the Indian dimension of it. (250 words)
	Is the Arabian Sea becoming cyclone-friendly? Don’t you think in recent years, strong cyclones have been developing in the Arabian Sea more frequently than earlier? Explain. (250 words)


